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What The Freethought Movement Needs - A Transfusion
By Andy Vena

‘What ails the freethought movement
in America today is a chronic anemia of
members and money. The few stalwart
workers who envision beautiful dreams
of a rationalist group with impact on the
American scene cannot realize their i-
deals for want of unity of the potential
freethinkers and rationalists at large in
the country, and lack of financial back-
ing to implement their ambitions. An a-
bundance of either could make the other
realizable. But how get either? Asan
observer of the Friendship Liberal Lea-
gue and a “Liberal” reader, here’s how
the picture —present and projected—
looks to me in and from Philadelphia.

The “Iaberal”’readership is commend-
able and increasing gratifyingly but a
needed factor to this family is a large
Philadelphia following of League mem-
bers, including a “‘stockpile” of young,
competent, enthusiastic rationalists
from among whom replacement manage-
ment and leadership can be recruited;
people to whom the old timers can pass
the torch of truth as they eventually
must. It’s pathetic, I say, that so many
of us should owe so much to so few who
for so long have borne the brunt of the
“work (and thinking) of keeping free-
thought alive. Whereas it should be a
larger and well-co-ordinated co-operat-
ive enterprise or activity. The movement
as such, barely stays afloat with their
invaluable help. Without it, it would
sink tomorrow...and would remain

“submerged” or dormant a long time no
doubt before revived again, Let’s face it,
friends, there’s a dearth of young blood
in the movement ready, able, and willing
to carry on, but much of it outside. .. “at
large” .. .If only it were properly reach-
ed and attracted away from competing
(and often frivilous) distractions—mov-
ies, radio, TV, sports, ete.

Can the League somehow tap this in-
exhaustible reservoir of potential ra-
tionalists and freethinkers? I think an
emphatic “yes!” It hasn’t done so here-
tofore true, on any impressive scale at
least, for sheer lack of ‘‘wherewithal”’—
money. Thus difficulty in finding a de-
cent hall, exorbitant rent for those a-
vailable, rising printing and mailing
cost, diffieulty in booking good speakers
“for free”, ete., has foreced the F.I.LL. to
suspend — temporarily, I hope — its
weekly forum. Oh, yes, a number of
members and readers have contributed,
some regularly and some occasionally,
and a few rather handsomely at times.
This trickle of petty sums has been the
shot -in-the-arm stimulant that has kept
the patient breathing at all—just barely
alive but weak—for which an undying
gratitude is due all such helping hands
from all of us. But what’s needed to
really invigorate our prostrate giant to
self-sufficiency, growth, sturdy preserv-
ation and wholesome self-propagation is
a generous “transfusion’” of funds to in-
sure full recovery and then, locomotion
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under its own steam. Such an ‘illje(:-
tion” only some very wealthy freethink-
er—with the survival of the freethought
movement in America at
give. In my mind this noble, humanitar-
ian gesture shapes up like this:

If the . 1.1, had enough funds, it
would buy a plot of ground and build its
own much-needed lecture hall, a Thomas
Paine Memorial Center. 1t would be lo-
cated right here in Paine’s own Phila-
delphia, structurally architected speci-
fically for the League’s needs and pur-
poses. We badly need our own lecture

heart—ecan

hall— large, neat, clean, accessable,
warm In winter and delightfully air

1Iiern-
bers and the general public a comfort-
able, interesting, desirable place to come
to the year armmd This implies good a-
coustlcs comfortable seats W1th gener-
ous Walkmg space between rows, a pub-
lic address system, a stage or platform
with podium for speaker(s) and honor-
ed guests, a sereen for slides and film
showings to illustrate talks, a black-
board, a book and periodical library, a
records and magnetic tape recordings
library together With playbaek equip-
xucut, <& buul\ Lubpla‘ buuuut'l a quSLS
wardrobe room, kitchen facilities for
making dinners and banquets or cele-
brations possible, an office for the Lea-
gue and necessary office equipment, a
caretaker’s living quarters, a dormitory
upstairs for out-of-town freethinkers
visiting the city and Center and staying
overnite as League guests free, or at
cost, a small but adequate staff on a full
time basis to do the League’s paper
work and book speakers, compile and
edit the “Liberal”, ete. Speakers should

+hain
LILETT

143amad 3 crrninan da o8
conditioned in sumnier 10 airora

topic
always of social significance but on
some phase of freethought, rationalism,
-or secularism.  Sunch a well-equipped,
well-designed desirable hall could also
be rented ont to other organizations, for
union meetings, daneces, conventions,ete.
and thus bring revenue to the Center.
An advertising budget would pay local
newspaper or radio spot announcements

hogt m s
be the best money can hire,

es or debates. Until a large local
ist were built up, such loeal ads
might ha ve to be worded inocuously to

be aceentable to the press or

ce rluwu;.\/

their censors. But onece a large local fol-
lowing were established, outright free-
thought and rationalist announcements
.could be mailed direct to bypass news-
paper and radio objections to free-
thought promotional propaganda. That,
plus word-of-mouth friend-to-friend re-
commendations, would insure large at-
tendance. And from the “corps” of
young regular Center frequenters the
cream would rise to the top, a ‘‘cadre”
would be formed of future freethought
leaders.

If the Center’s grounds were spacious
enongh to provide parking facilities for
all-comers, all the better. In any case the
architect would bear in mind the desira-
bility of subsequent expansion, both ver-
tically and horizontally to meet the
needs of the imaginable future. The lo-
cation might well be in the North-East
part of Philadelphia. .. some place along
the Roosevelt Bivd .. .which is the grow-
ing, better class section of the city away
from slums and congestion. Busses
conld shuttle groups mid-city
and our Center when a famons speaker
is expected to draw a large aundience.

A parallel project to
gram described — and practically a
“must”—is a rationalist press in Ameri-
ca, similar to the rationaist press in
England. We need badly our own print-
ing and publishing facilities, not only
for issuing (and enlarging) the Liberal
at minimum cost, but to put all League
and Center’s publications, traects, circu-

radic and

netywean
petween

the revival pro-

lars, stationary, books, ete. pius the
printing for all American freethought

societies and organizations, and individ-
ual free lance authors of Rationalist
writings. Other orthodox business from
outside our own field could be solicited
also to keep our press busy and profit-
able. This means a separate building for
the printing plaant, a stock of paper and,
place to store it, presses and other mach-
inery and equipment. If this too were lo-
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cated at one end of the Center’s grounds,
or perhaps in the Center’s basement, fine
and dandy. Yes, it would “cost a for-
tune”, but I intend these remarks for
men or womeh who HHAVE a fortune to
spend usefully and see it bear fruit in
the field where it’s needed most—the
battle against ignorance and religious
superstition.

After the Center is functioning sue-
cessfully, the League could send forth
“missionaries” to unite Liberal readery
into local societies or branches in  other
cities. With the Philadelphia headquart-
ers and its Thomas Paine Center as mod-
el or parent organization and source of
help, ‘‘replicas” elsewhere would be
easy to establish. Just imagine the poten-
tial power-for-good of a Friendship Lib-
eral League with affiliates and thouns-
ands of members across the country!
‘What a splendid guardian of our seeular
Eights, liberties, and institutions it could

el

Then, as freethought gained moment-
um and popularity, the maintenance of a
regular freethonght or rationalist radio
—or TV—wecekly program might be
considered. That media of communica-
tion wonld then really reach the nation’s
potential frecthinkers, skepties, secular-
ists, liberals, athelsts, —rationalists one
and all —at large and attract them to
our cause. We know that millions of
them do exist, it’s only a matter of
reaching them with onr message and
doctrine of Reason vs. Revelation. They
will come our way once we tell them
where we're headed for; and where,
when, and how they can join us and why
they should.

I’ve mentioned horizontal expansion.
This means expanded floor space and
Center activities. (Vertical expansion
means adding more floors to a building
Cne such expansion might well be in the
direction of forming a freethinkevrs
“Sunday school” for members’ children,
where a rationalist, scientific, secular
viewpoint of human and world events
and interpretation of nature would be

promulgated and inculcated to all and
sundry. Every rationalist want his chil-
dren brought up on truth and facts, not
fiction and dogma. The Center’s Sunday
school would impart facts and fight fie-
tion.

Another thing the Lieague envisages is
a retreat or home where aged and retir-
ed freethinkers would find asylum and
hospitality in inteliectually compatible
company for the “December” of their
lives at minimum cost and be assured of
a secular exit from life when the end
comes.  Such a Freethinkers’” Home
might take the form of a farm which the
residents conld own collectively with the
League and operate cooperatively.
Truck gardening and animal husbandry
—perhaps even the sale of surplus live-
stock and eggs or milk—would supply a
good portion of the food for the Home.
Members’ pensions, legacies, donations,
endownments, interest from invest-
ments, ete. would cover operating ex-
penses.

This whole ¢hain of beneficial social
functions by the ¥F.L.L.,as T visualize
them, could be realizedina few short
years and could be made possible NOW
only by heavy subsidy. T don’t believe in
winged angels flying aronnd in a god’s
heaven, but I do believe there are weal-
thy human “angels” walking around
richt here among us who hold a ration-
alist view of religion and life and who
can find enough humanitarianism in
their heart to fully finance and under-
write a comprehensive program to res-
cue freethought in America and see it
prosper in their own remaining lifetime.
I can’t imagine a more practical ‘‘monu-
ment”’ or memorial toa rich man who
wounld like to be remembered for a use-
ful eontribution to his fellow men, both
present and future. You can’t take it
with you, but through it you can find a
favored place in men’s minds and hearts.
Where are yvou, good Samaritan? Only
vou can give freethought the kind of
“transfusion” needed  immediately.

Blood type $$$ . . .
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Presenting a Liberal and Rationalist
viewpoint. Published Monthly at 5526
Westford Road, Phila. 20, Pa., for the
information of its members.

Subscription $1.00 per year

All matter accepted for publication be-
comes the property of the League, with
the right to edit or condense. Unaccept-
ed articles, if requested, will be re-
turned. Signed articles do not necessari-
ly represent the views of the League.

Asgsociate membership in F.L.L. is open
to all who are in accord with the
League’s purpose. All associates will re-
ceive THE LIBERAL and other litera-
ture issued by the League. Beyonda
minimum of $2.00 per year, every assoc-
iate may fix hig own contribution in ac-
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cordance with his means and interest in

the cause.
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EDITORIAL.

The Grim Reaper hit the Freethought
movement hard during the past month,
removmg from our midst four of those
who had carried the torch of enlighten-
ment for many years. And, sad to relate,
these losses will continue as the passing
years l,c‘tKe their toll. Bach of us must in-
evitably “join the innumerable caravan,

” and who shall go and when no man
knoweth. There ig nothine that can be

1s I1OLINZE Lildl ¢anll e

done to stop this processoon, all must go
back to Mother Nature whence they
came.

But there is something which should
be done. We are an army, fighting for a
better world, and should, unless we are
to become decimated, provide replace-
ments for our casualties. Unfortunately
we are not doinv this Purely by coincid-
ence there is in this issue of the Liberal
a fine article by Andy Vena, which cov-
ers this matter thoroughly. We must

have a frnnmno' center to ﬂpvp]on young-

er men and women, who, when older
fighters falter, can seize the torch from
their Weakemnﬂ hands and carry it on
to victory.

From the 1880°s to 1910 or therea-
bout there was a vigorous Freethought
movement in the U.S. With the passing
of Ingersoll there began a series of
deaths of the intellectual giants who
were his contemporaries and practically
all were gone after the first decade of
the new century. There were no replace-
If we are to ]nv a solid founda-

mentsg

tion f('>r the future, there must be, as
Andy says, new blood, and it must be
type$ $$.
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The Indian

Here in this place we call our home
Not many generations gone,

Free from the gloss and dross of art
Fair nature ruled alone.

Flowers nodding in the wind
The grass grew tall and rank
Unafraid the spotted deer
Roamed by the river bank.

Here underneath the same bright moon
There lived another race;

Warmed by the glowing of the sun

As we in this same place.

Here for the weak and tender old,
Wigwam fires were gleaming.
And lover wooed his dusky mate
Within the shadows dreaming.

They fished along the sandy shore
Or bathed in stream and lake,
And paddled in a light canoe
Where trout were sure to take.

On Sachem brave and wily Chief
Their council fires were flaring.
While songs and tales of prowess rare
Came from the wise and daring.

They had no laws writ on a stone
But said that Manatou,

Was seen in nature everywhere;
His kindly power they knew.

No chain could bend their spirit high
To chattel grind or wage.

In paleface mine or factory

Their children did not slave.

The mingled seeds of life and death
Came on a pilgrim bark.

Was ours the fate to choose the light,
And theirs, perchance, the dark ?

Let us not scorn their simple life

For when we get our pay,

We scrimp and save for FIFTY weeks
To live TWO in their way.

—Edward J. Trainor

WHY DO THEY DO IT?
By L. L. Richardson

It is strange how Christians misquote
their Bible. As a writer on newspapers I
would get fired if the facts were not ac-
curate. (In fact, I have been fired on
some papers because of a minor flaw
here and there in reporting).

A few weeks ago a Kansas City organ
ran a letter by a reader praising an ar-
ticle. He commented it was so clear that
he was reminded of the passagein the
Bible which says, “Even a fool when he
reads it should understand.”

There is no such verse in the Bible. It
is this, St. Matthew 24:15, “Whoso read-
eth, let him understand.”

There is a devout wealthy Christian
man who wrote me for years from Rhode
Island. He said that the Bible says, “The
Lord helps them who help themselves.”
Targued it wasn’t in the Bible. He per-
sisted that it was. Finally he woke up. It
was uttered by agnostic Benjamin
Franklin in 1757, after observing so
many lazy Christians he penned, ‘“God
helps them that help themselves.”

We wonder why the absolutionist pro-
hibitionists overlook such vice as this in,
the Bible, Ecclesiastes 9:7, “Drink thy
wine with a merry heart; for God now
accepteth thy works.” ... Can you imag-
ine a Baptist, Methodist or Pentecostal
preaching a sermon on that mount?

Best distortion of all. Many years ago
a Fredericktown, Mo., priest decided to
have a stone mason cut the words from
St. Matthew 21:13 to put over the
church door, to read “My house shall be
called the house of prayer.” Period. The
mason read the full verse and it came
out, “My house shall be called the house
of prayer but ye have made it a den of
thieves,” in the finished stone.The priest
puttied out the unwanted words. But as
the years wore on, the putty fell out!

skkokskdorskeokskork

THOMAS PAINE SEALS
100 Seals 50 cents
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CHRISTIANITY’S DEBT TO ZOROASTER
By Howard McConnell

Just east of the fertile Mesopotamian
valley there now lies the arid remains of
a once fruitful and rich Kmpire. For
this is the site of Ancient Persia which
in its lavish oriental magnificence rival-
led the most luxurious states of ancient
times. Like most ancient nations it was
a country of marked contrasts; through
the streets of its cities hordes of raven-
ous beggars brushed elbows with fantas-
tically rich merchants and aristocrats;
an efflorescence of great art and archi-
tecture pointed up the lamentable lack
of philosophy and literature. It is stran-
gely pitiable to ponder today, after
thousands of years, at how little cultur-
ally, modern Iran has changed from its
ancient fatherland. Having been crush-
ed and exploited throughout its long
history by tyrants domestic and foreign
it is only now partially throwing off its
chains.

And vet the impress on the civiliza-
tion of the west of the distinctive Persi-
an religion—Zoroastrianism, will un-
doubtedly greatly outlive that speedily
dying religion itself. There are few peo-
ple today who realize the great obliga-
tion of the three basically semitic relig-
ions: Judaism, Christianity and Moham-
medanism to this unique ancient faith
the influence of which has been incalcul-
able on our culture. When Milton enrich-
ed English Literature with his great
"epic Paradise Liost and his Ttalian pre-
decessor penned the immortal lines of
the Divine Comedy they were both mak-
ing use of the Zoroastrian conception of
Hell bequeathed to Christianity by its
parent religion Judaism at the begin-
ning of the present era.

The ancient Hebrews, that imagina-
tive and poetic race of wandering tribes-
men, had a very gloomy view of the af-
ter-life when such an after-life, indeed,
they postulated at all! This is readily
apparent when we find in the book of
Ecclesiastes such sentiments as the fol-

lowing : “For that which befalleth the
sons of men befalleth beasts; even one
thing befalleth them: as the one dieth;
s0 dieth the other; yea, they have all one
breath so that a man hath no preemin-
ence above a beast: for all is vanity.
ALL go unto one place; all are of the
dust, and all turn to dust again. (Eceles-
astes iii 19-20).

The Hebrew word Sheol, “the place of
departed spirits”, was like the Greek
Hades the common destination of those
who had been in life virtuous, vicious
and indifferent. The early Jews had no
Heaven or Hell, properly speaking, but
only this dismal, sombre and uninviting
common receptacle of eternal gloom.
Why then, it may justly be asked, were
they such a fiercely ethical people?
‘What was the point of their rigid adher-
ence to the Ten Commandments and the
Law if it was not to gain salvation? The
answer is simply that they associated
their EARTHLY well-being with their
conduct; Jahweh would be propitiated
by sacrifices and the obedience of his
precepts while disobedience would ineur
divine wrath and earthly punishment.
Thus Adam and Eve were driven from
the Garden of Eden for eating the for-
bidden fruit and for disobedience of
Moses the Children of Israel were made
to wander about for forty years in the
wilderness before entering the Promis-
ed Land. It was only after the Babylon-
ian Captivity that Hebrew eschatology
(that branch of theology dealing with
the after-life) adopted the more sophis-
ticated guise in which it is seen in mod-
ern Christianity.

The life and works of the great pro-.
phet Zoroaster are shrouded in the mists.
of remote antiquity; he lived in Persia .
sometime between 1000 and 600 B.C.
and elaborated a peculiar form of dual-.
istic monotheism when the Hebrews.
were still sacrificing to Baal and a host
of other eastern divinities, (See The E-
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volution of the Idea of God by Grant Al-
Ien and The Religion of the Semites by
Prof. Robertson Smith). The lofty, spiri-
tual conception of God was made mani-
fest in Zoroastrianism in the person of
Ahura Mazda, the Lord of Light while
his infernal rival, the ancestor of Satan,
was Angra Mainyu the Prince of Dark-
ness. Man, according to Zoroaster, was
gifted with free will, and this earth was
a testing ground for eternity. Man by
leading a life of ascetic morality could
aid the forces of good (Abura Mazda)
to triummph over those of evil (Angra
Mainyu), or if he was wicked he might
throw in his lot with the devil.

At any rate after death there would
be a last judgment at which the evil and
good deeds of everyone would be weigh-
ed and according to which outhalanced
the other the fate of the person was de-
cided. In one case he received excruciat-
ing torment in Hell; in the other the in-
expressible happiness in Heaven. This
exactly duplicates the teaching of Chris-
tianity and it is most peculiar to note
that even in the minor detail of the in-
dividual possessing a guardian angel
the parallelism continues.

This all may be so but is there any
reason to suppose that the Jews actually
did receive their doctrine on the after-
life from these ancient Persians? The
cireumstantial evidence amounts almost
to a certainty!

Before 586 B.C. when King Nebuchad-
nezzar defeated Israel in war and carri-
“ed off the Flower of Jewry to Babylon
the belief in “Sheol” described above
was universally accepted. The Jews, fur-
thermore, regarded Jahweh more or less
as merely the supreme deity of a panth-
eon of oriental divinities which includ-
ed, amongst others, Baal and Ashtaroth.
Iligh authorities such as the Encyclo-
pedia Bibliea and even many pseudo-
orthodox modernist eclergymen unre-
servedly admit this. These latter con-
tend that the ancient belief was merely
a seed which has now bloomed into a
flower. As if time alone could transmo-
grify the false into the true! From the

primitive religious mentality that they
carried into Babylon, a scething pot of
diverse nations and religions, we detect
a profound change when compared with
what they brought out a century later
on their release from the Captivity.

TFor they brought back to Palestine all
those Zoroastrian ideas—Heaven and
Hell, the last judgment, guardian angels
and a pure and elevated monotheism-—
which they came in contact with in Ba-
bylon. Inustead of sending missionaries
to convert the small remnant of this
once huge religious group, we shonld
send a delegation to thank them for
their inestimably important contribu-
tion to our Holy Religion!

Ak kB ok kKK

THE SCHOOLS IN BOLIVIA.

Bolivia, a land where for centuries the
native populace has becn held in subjec-
tion by a combination of Church and
State, controlled by a velatively small
group of Spanish Mestizos, has under-
gone a revolation and the immensely
valuable tin mines belonging to a few
families have been taken over by the
new government. Many improvements
have been made in the wretched condi-
tion of the tin workers and among other
reforms planned is a nation-wide school
svstern. This has alarmed the Hierarchy
for if these schools are not under their
control all kinds of evil things will he
taught, even heresies such as that all
men are equal and that there should be
an end to the special privileges of the
Church. Leretotfore the Hierarchy made
10 effort to educate the masses, but now
that others intend to do so they want to
coutrol what is taught, fearing that oth-
erwise what is taught may control them.

Fh kK%
A Thinker is never a Believer

and a Believer is never a Thinker.
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DEATH TAKES ITS TOLL

HUGH F. MUNRO, SR.

Hugh F. Munro, Sr., oldest member,
both in years dnd membership, of
Friendship Liberal League died Satur-
day, Keby. 14, at the age of 86. He had
been inactive for a nuntber of years hav-
in suffered a stroke that prevented mov-
ing about. ftowever, until a few months
betore his death his mind was clear and
memory good. Mr. Munro joined F.L.L
in the early 1900’s and was its president
for years. He was born in Scotland and
came to the U.S. when a boy. He wasa
splendid speaker aund his fine eclear
Scoteh accent was a delight to hear. He
engaged in many lectures and debates
dn the League’s forum and was well lik-
ed by even those who disagreed with
him,

WOOLSEY TELLER

Woolsey Teller, associate editor of the
TRUTH SEEKER, and director of the
Ingersoll Forum, New York City, died
on March 11th in Bellevue Hospital in
that city. He was 64. His death was the
result of a stroke. Teller was active for
many years in Freethought ecircles and
lectured a number of times in the F.L.L.
Forum in Philadelphia. His passing is a
severe blow to Freethought. 1lis pung-
ent writings in the TRUTH SEEKER,
will be missed by many who enjoyed his
no-holds barred style.

MAX ISENBERG

We regret to inform our readers of
the passing of Dr. Max Isenberg of New
York City, suddenly on Feb. 22nd. His
funeral was devoid of any religious ser-
vices. Part of the services which were
were conducted by Mr. Scheinman wera
from the very booklet Dr. Isenberg
wrote for that purpose.

C. JOSEPH BAUER

As we go to press we learn of the
death of another of the older members
of F.L.L, C. Joseph Bauer, of nearby
\Voodbury, N. J. He had been associated
with the League for more years than we
can remember accurately. Mr. Bauer was
81 years of age, and until a couple years
ago was an active participant in the ac-
tivities of the Leagne. His health began
to fail and he could no longer make the
frequent trips to Phlladelphla as pre-
viously. He had lived in Woodbury for
many years, and was mayor of the town
for several years.

dokxk

These veterans will be missed by all
their friends and associates. Their lives
and deaths were typical of men whose
minds were free from childish supersti-
tions. They were men who worked for a
better life for all mankind,here and now,
on this terrestial globe and not in the
unknown future in some unmapped cel-
estial region. They lived and died as
Bryant counseled: ,

“So live, that when thy summons comes
to join
The innumerable caravan, which moves

To that mysterious realm, where each
shall take

His chamber in the silent halls of death,

Thou go not, like the quarry-slave at
night,

Scourged to his dungeon, but, sustained
and soothed

By an unfaltering trust, approach thy
grave

Like one who wraps the drapery of his
couch

About him, and lies down to pleasant
dreams.”
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Important Religious News
By Frank C. Hughes

Nowhere in the Bible does itsay:
““Thou shalt not pass bum checks”. Two
clergymen recently took advantage of
this situation. A minister at Eau Claire,
‘Wisconsin, who had been a child evan-
gelist before he became a full-fledged
man of god, drew a 3-year sentence (on
probation) for passing 11 bum checks
for $180. He was just a piker. Take a
look at Rev. A. G. Patterson, 57, of Cin-
cinnati, a former Baptist preacher in -
daho and also a former Congregational
minister at Portland, Oregon, who was
arrested February 16 at Wheaton, Iil,,
on a check charge. He admitted passing
$80,000 in. bum checks. Patterson had
had a perfect background for his “relig-
ious” work, as he had served a prison
term before becoming a preacher.

The Knights of Columbus boast a
rortfolio of investments totaling over
$55,5600,000 in bonds, real estate, mort-
gages, ete. I wonder if this religious or-
ganization pays any taxes?

A tornado in the Bible Belt flattened
21 structures at Sumbrall, Mississippi.
The Rev. E.C. Farr said the Sunday at-
tendance increased from about 100 to
150 members and it made his flock “in-
creasingly aware of the power of God”.

Operating under the name of “Chris-
tian Brothers”, the Catholiec Church has
a wine manufacturing establishment at
Napa, California. As this outfit belongs
to the personal representative of god,
should it be tax-exempt?

The Rev. Leonard W. Holmberg, a Lu-
theran preacher operating one church in
Massachusetts and another in Rhode s-
land, has been charged by his wife with,
keeping a mistress. When questioned a-
bout adultery charges, the Reverend
gentleman refused to answer on the
grounds that his answer might tend to
incriminate him. Senator McCarthy
would probably classify this fellow as a
5th Amendment preacher.

The ecurrent issue of an Insurance
magazine has this to say: “Religion is

promoted by the heads of the church or-
ganizations, but it takes thousands of
resident ministers, priests and rabbis to
keep the religion sold”. When one be-
comes an Atheist he stays “sold” and no
amount of brain-washing by the clergy
can restore his belief in talking snakes
and conversational she-asses.

Lt. Col. J. W. Kilburn, Chaplain U.N.
Prisoner Command, states that 21,882
Communist prisoners of war were con-
verted to Christianity during their in-
ternment in U.N. custody.He doesn’t tell
how many of these ‘‘rice Christians”
stayed with Jesus after they got their
freedom. You are paying taxes to sup-
port about 5,000 parasite preachers who
are unlawfully on the U.S. payroll. Their
heay work is to promote the Christian
religion for a nation founded upon
Separation of Church and State.

Lee Parker, 20, a Chicago Christian,
after murdering a young woman, went
home and prayed most of the night. Af-
ter his visit to the electric chair he will
no doubt, be fitted with wings and
spend eternity in that place not made
by hands, eternal in the heavens.

Late in February, the U.S. Senate
passed a resolution calling on the chur-
ches and synagogues of America to set
aside part of their Easter Sunday and
Passover services for special prayers for
people behind the Iron Curtain. This
action is in direct conflict with the Con-
stitution of the United States—in addi-
tion, it is most disgusting. It beats ail
what cheap politicians will do to geta
few moronic votes. This comment ap-
plies equally well to the next paragraph.

The President and the Chief Justice
recently attended a prayer breakfast in
Washington. The President said that
our strength Lies in faith—that is our
greatest resource. If that be true, why
do we need any H-bombs and a military
establishment? Mr. Eisenhower is evid-
ently trying to out-billy Billy Graham
as an evangelist. Was the President af-
flicted with religion before he became a
politician? When an office-seeker takes
up religion, it usually lasts until after
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Pope Pius doesn’t seem to be getting make our views known effectively.
well very fast, regardless of the millions
of prayers fOI’ his immediate recovery— Hokspokskok
‘Wonder why these prayers do not chck

On February 20th Rev. Claude Will- CENSORSHIP
iams was defrocked by the Preshyterian The campaien to censor books and
church because of his alleged pro-red . palst

magazines sold on newstands isn’t going

leanings. This preacher had better be
careful because this same outfit (Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s church) a little less
than four hundred years ago burned
Michael Cervetus at the stake because
he didw’t believe in the “trinity” and in-
fant baptism. The Catholic ¢church is not
the only cult which practiced burning
thinkers at the stake. Of all fanaties in
the world,the religious ones are the most
terrible.

The Lutherans are havi h 11 trouble
even in Norway. A year Professor
Ole Christian Hallesby, lay leader and
pietistic theologian, made a radio ad-
dress in which he warned that any unbe-
liever who died would go straight t o
hell. Although this is 1009 pure ChI‘lSt-
ian doctrine, some of the more civilized
Lutherans didn’t like it. Since then (%
Hallesby has been convieted of tax
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If he doesn’t get those sins forgiven by
prayer, a lot of us will have the pleasure
of meeting Ole in the not too distant fu-
ture.

Catholic Bishop Floyd IL. Begin of
Cleveland is raising Cain owing to the
fact that the Knights of Columbus have
refused a charter to a group because Ne-
groes were to be included. The Bishop
says: “Anyone who denies this isa
pussyfooting liar”.

EEE L2

ATTENTION SEATTLE READERS

Esther Caswell, 506 Fairview North,
Seattle 9, Wash., requests all Liberal
readers living in the Seattle area to con-
tact her in order to get an organized
group of Rationalists and Freethinkers
together. We urge all to do so for it is
only when we get such groups in every

over as big as its instigators would like.

At F]rqf the idea of n]o,nnng out a lot of

LU UG OL

obscene and indecent pictorial magaz-
ines appeals to every decent minded pecr-
son but fuller consideration shows that
there is grave danger that such censor-
ship may lead to banning other writ-
ings, not in themselves objectionable,
but only objectionable to some particiu-
lar ism or ology of the self-appointed
censors. In one locality, when some
group of do-gooders proposed that a law
be passed banning “immoral, salacions
and perversive” llterature an objector
said, ‘‘there are some who consider the
works of Bacon to'be immoral, the find-
ings of Kinsey to be salacious, and the
works of Rousseau to be perversive.” It
might be added that there are some who
would find that any criticism of the
Pope or the Church equally impermiss-
ible and there’s no telling where it
would stop. We have laws now that en-
able the police to bring any publisher in-
to court if a district attorney can get a
grand jury to indict. That’s the Ameri-
can way.

% 3 e ek

Another pillar of the Church was re-
cently ecaught with his hand in the till in
a small town near Philadelphia. He was
vice-president and cashier of the Tel-
ford National Bank, and has agreed to
show the bank examiners how he man-
aged to juggle accounts for thirty years
right under their noses. Although his
church affiliations are not mentioned he
undoubtedly was a prominent church-
man ; no freethinker or atheist could he
trusted to an extent that would allow
him to appropriate $146,000. They have

no morals to restrain them.
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a
three dollars
newal to your magazine, and
bargain at that in my opinion.

—DMrs. G. Brage, N.J.

Comment : The staff of the Liberal be-
ing just human like to know that their
efforts are appreciated and letters like
the above make them feel their work is

worth whila
WOrtd wilie,

K% KR

Dear F.L.L. —I have been trying to de-
cide which of the three magazines Liber-
al, Humanist or Progressive World I
should continue for 1954. My husband is
on retirement list now and our income
is less. Enelosed is renewal for Liberal
and may be able to forward more later.

—Mrs. Marie Pottsmith

Editor: I was very much pleased with
the article on Page1l of the February
Liberal. 1 have sald for some time that
Communism is not the greatest threat to
our government, although of course we
have to guard against it. Our greatest
menace is the growing power of the Ca-
tholic Church. . ... Tam enclosing my
check for three dollars for contribution
and subscription for another year.

— Mrs. Flora C. Torrance
Comment: If the Communist Hierarchy
in America had as many millions of fol-
lowers as the R.C. Hierarchy has they
would be as big a menace. The pressing
danger is Clerico-Fascism, and happily
many people are beginning to awaken to
that fact.

dokdokkokkok
Cigarettes and Cancer
An official British medical committee

h eported that there is a definite re-
lationship, not yet eclearly understood,

“between smoking and ecancer of the
lung.” Similar findings have been found
in this country, clinical observation and
statistics showing that almost all vie-
tims of lung cancer are cigarette smok-
ers. But the tobacco companies have
been able to keep publicity at a mini-
mum, while at the same time spending
millions of advertising dollars extolling
the pleasures to be derived from their
dope sticks.

% % ¥ K

WAR IS A GOSTLY GAME.

The following verse, written on a
crumpled piece of paper was received by
a New York newspaper, which did not
print it. It was signed I>. . MecCarthy,
4th bench, City 1lall Park, N.Y.City.
Whatever its merits as poetry there is
no denying its truthfulness.

FAREE R
THE NINE INCH GUN

‘Whether your shell hits the spot
Your cost is five hundred dollars a shot.
You thing of noise, of flame and power,
We feed you a hundred barrels of flour.

Each time you roar, your flame is fed
With twenty thousand loaves of bread.
Silence! A million hungry men,
Seek bread to fill their mouths again.

ook e K K

Thomas Jefferson Suspected
The U.S. Information Agency says

that it has banned from its overseas lib-
raries a book entitled Selected Works of
Thomas Jefferson. They say the removal
is “pending further study.” Well, Jef-
ferson did say a lot of things that the R.
C. Hierarchy does not want its follow-
ers in Burope to know, but this is not
given as the reason. No, the cause of the
banning of Jefferson is that the man
who compiled the selection is a college
professor who refused to tell Senator
MecCarthy whether he was a Communist.
Just how that has anything to do with

the writings of Jefferson is not detailed.
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THE ZIG-ZAGGING SUN
By Dr. E. L. Dwight Turner

In World War 11, Hitler, backed by
the might of a Nazitied Europe, attack-
ed Soviet Russia.  Catholies were then
urged to renew their devotions to Our
Lady of Fatima. The Vatican felt sure
that Russia would be defeated, and the
Catholic world hoped so. We all know
that Russia was victorious, marched in-
to Berlin, followed by the downfall and,
death of Hitler.

Fatima, a desolate locality in Portug-
al, became a shrine when. in 1917, the
Virgin Mary was said to have appeared
repeatedly, with a momentous message,
to three illiterate children. “After a few

moments of brilliant sunshine, the surn

became pale, three times it turned speed-
ily on itself like a Catherine-wheel,
sending forth rays of the fairest colors
of the rainbow. At the end of these con-
vulsive revolutions it seemed to jump
out of its orbit and come towards the
people in a zigzag course, stopped, and
returned again to its normal position.”
This, it was said, was seen by a large
group near the children, and “lasted 12
minutes.”

It was reported that the Virgin Mary
was very specific about what had motiv
ated her to appear and then to make the
sun “jump out of its orbit.” She had
done 1t (so it is stated) to induce the
Pope to bring about “the consecration
of the world” to the “immaculate heart”
—t0 be followed by “the consecration of
Russia.” In the end, the Virgin promis-
ed, the Catholic Church will triumph,
and “the Holy IFather will consecrate
Russia to me.”

Now, anyone with any brains, who us-
es them, knows that this, on the face cof
it, is an outright fake.

Yet, T have seen a photograph of Fui-
ton Sheen “venerating” (with his hands
in the position of prayer) areplica of a
statue of “Our Lady of Fatima,” which
replica was taken on a tour of these
United States of America.

Following is an official statement of

the Catholic Church. On the afternoon
ol October 30, 1950, at 4 p.m., “the Holy
Father turned his gaze from the Vatican
gardens to the sun, and there was re-
newed for his eyes the prodigy of the
Valley of Fatima.” ‘... He was able to
witness the life of the sun under the
hand of Mary. The sun agitated, all con-
vulsed, transformed into a picture of
life; in. a spectacle of celestial move-
ments; in transmission of mute but elo-
quent messages to the Vicar of Christ.”
This occurred on three successive days,
October 30, 31, and Novemberl, 1950.
The news of this miracle, with its
“eloquent messages to the Vicar of

" Christ” direct from heaven, was solemn-

ly announced on October 13,1951, at a
gathering of one million people conven-
ed at Fatima, Portugal, by a cardinal
sent there by Pius X1I.

But, neither in 1917, nor in 1950, nor
at any other time did the more than two
billions of the earth’s inhabitants see
anything of the kind. The astronomers
were all strangely mute.

Yet, masses of Catholies, the world
over, profess to believe this downright
nonsense !

skekokokokkokek

A PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE

Having a philosophy of Life serves the
purpose of counteracting the tensions
of living, by guiding the thought and
helping to solve our urgent problems. It
gives comfort in times of stress and
softens the blows of disillusionment.

It is a mental force that will clarify
one’s thinking and - direct the thought
into constructive channels. It helps ad-
just one’s attitude toward the complexi-
ties of everyday living in this age of
transition. A static mentality that does
not welcome change is a curse and hind-
rance to progress.

My philosophy is:—Meet all challeng-
es as they oecur for they are the “Open
Sesame” to whatever happens to one.

—Louise 8. Baldwin,
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MORE RELIGION NEEDED

In Detroit, Mich., Mrs. Florence Dal-
ton, 34, killed her two children and tricd
suicide because she and her husband ar-
gued about the religious education of
the youngsters.Police say she used a bat,
two butcher knives and a razor blade.
Can one really imagine the mental state
of a woman so zealous about religion
that she would do such a horrible thing?
Killings similar to this are reported al-
most daily yet the eclaimis still made
that religion is an influence that brings
mankind up from the brute.The sad fact
is that the most vicious and savage liv-
ing creatures are religious zealots. All
history is replete with the record of the
torture and killing of members of one
sect by another.  Preachers and priests
know this, yet they have the unmitigat-
ed gall to accuse Rationalists of lacking
human compassion. What compassion
was shown by Calvin, Luther, Torque-
mada and the Scottish and English div-
ines when they consigned their vietims
to the flames after they had been racked
and otherwise tortured ?

sk ok kkoksk

President Eisenhower’s religiosity is
being played up big nowadays. He at-
tends various churches and makes talks
about “Back to God” and “spirituality”
ete.  During the administration of the
late F.D.R,, it was said that every poli-
tician was trying to ride into office on
F.D.R.s coattails. Looks like that now
the mode of transportation for the fu-
ture will be the coattails of Jehovah,

Aokskotokkokok

Now comes another bill in Congress to
amend the 1J.S. flag eode to include the
words, “under God” making it say, “.
one nation, under God, indivisible, ete.”
Pending are bills to put God on the post-
age stamps and into the Constitution.
Strange these things have not been done
long ago, or is the U.S. getting more re-
ligious?

EEE 222

Ttalian authorities seem determined

to hinder the work of Protestant sects

in Ttaly and are continually obstruecting
their progress. A special to the N.Y.
Times, dated Feby. 14th, says that the
police in’ Leghorn arrested a native Pro-
testant preacher who was preaching in
the Church of Christ, which belongs to a
U.S. missionary group. They ordered
him to leave Lieghorn and gave him a
“compulsory railroad pass” which pro-
cedure 1s often used to get rid of any
person whose presence is not wanted. ns-
vally “persons of ill fame” and ecrimin-
als who have served time in the peniten-
tiary. These are evil days when heretics
dare raise their heads and shout their
heresies practically under the Vatican
walls and nothing can be done about it
more than to run them away. Alas, the
rack and thumbsecrews, the faggot and
the gallows are all laid away in moth-
balls, with little indication that can be
recommissioned in the near future. It is
indeed, a time of trial and tribulation
and persecution which was unequalled
in the pagan days of yore.

stttk
SACRILEGE

Christmas midnight mass is supposed
to be particularly edifying and elevating
but a cog must have slipped somewhere
at St. Anthony’s, Queens, N.Y. Francig
Handy, 16, who attended the services
there last Christmas returned at 2 A.M.
and appropriated the contents of the
poor box, $14.65. He said he needed it to
buy his mother a Christmas present.
Now, if Francis had been a Protestant
and a produet of the godless public
schools, it could be easily understood
that he had no moral restraints, but,and
this is what is so mystifying, he had had
proper instruction in the faith, had had
the advantage of Catholi¢ training, and
by all their claims should be a model
youth. And worst of all is this: his theit,
was no ordinary theft, which could be
exeused up to the sum of $40. No, he
committed the mortal sin of ‘‘sacrilege”
which the dictionary saysis “the steal-
ing of anything consecrated to the ser-
vice of God.”
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INCONSISTENCIES
By K. R.

The fact that there are many incon-
sistencies throughout the Bible can be
shown especially clearly by the bricfest
comparative study of the four Gospels
as they recount their varied versions of
the alleged death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

It is hard to find any point on which
all writers agree and there are several
instances in which no one agrees with
any of the others in certain particulars.
Some of the discrepancies are, of course,
minor ones; these are surprisingly num-
erous for a Book which claims infallibil-
ity.

There is one case of the occurrence of
the most extraordinary phenomenon
which is mentioned most cdsually and
briefly as if it were an everyday event.
Matt. 27:52&53 tells us, “And the graves
were opened, and many of the bodies of
the saints which slept arose, and came
out of their graves after his resurrection,
and went into the holy city, and appear-
ed unto many.”

The other Gospels mention ineidents
which supposedly happened at about
the same time but only Matthew thought
this sufficiently important to note.

The most casual Sunday School stud-
ent can tell you that Christ was cruci-
fied, that is, nailed to a cross.  This be-
lief is widely supported in the Gospels.
John 20:25 tells of “doubting” Thomas
who refused to believe it was Christ he
saw after the resurrection wunless he
could place his finger in the print of the
nails. Luke 24:39&40 has Christ telling
the disciples to touch his hands and feet
to identify him as the crucified one.

There are at least three verses in Acts
(5:30, 10:39, & 13:29) which give a ra-
ther different account of his death. TIn
these he is said to have been slain and
hanged on a tree. (In that order).

In most of the essential details of

Christ’s death we have a remarkably
wide choice as to what we wish to be-
lieve. He may have been crucified (or
was it hanged?) in a place ecalled Cal-
vary (Luke 23:33) or the site may have
been Golgotha as is stated in three plae-
es, Matt. 27:33, Mark 15:22, and John
19:17.

He may have borne his cross to one of
these locations as he does in John 19:17
or Simon of Cyrene may have carried it
as he does in Mark 15:21 and Matt. 27:
32.  (If he was hanged to a tree, as iy,
Acts, we'll just have to ignore this incid-
ent.)

The two thieves who were executed
with him may have both joined the mob
in reviling Christ as they do in Matt. 27
44 and Mark 15:32. Or, one of them may
have refused to do this as is found iu
Luke 23 : verses 39 to 43.

Perhaps the idea of these diserepane-
ies is that if one aceount doesn’t appeal
to us we may like another version better.

It isn’t usually considered but quite
likely Christ was led to Golgotha (or
Calvary) in complete darkness. In John
19:14 to 16 he was still before Pilate at
the sixth hour though in three accounts
it was dark from the sixth to the ninth
hour. Matt. 27:45, Mark 15:33,and Luke
23:44. Mark confuses us even more, if
possible, by having him crucified at the
third hour. (Mark 15:25.)

There is less disagreement about the
resurrection only because somewhat less
detail is given -than concerns the cruei
fixion.

The major happening is mentioned by
all four writers, and as can be expected,
complete confusion reigns as to just
what oceurred. We do know that either
one, two, three, or five or more women,
went to visit the sepulechre on resurree-
tion morning. John 20:1 has Mary Mag-
dalene going there alone. She saw two
angels sitting there. In Matt. 28:1 & 2
Mary was there also but was accompan-
ied by “the other Mary”. They found
one angel sitting there, though at an en-



April 1954

LIBERAL

Page 15

tirely different place than the two John
mentions. Mark informs us that Mary
Magdalene was at the sepulchre with
Mary the mother of James and Salome.
They found a young man sitting there.
Liuke goes all outon this part of the
story by having at least five, and likely
more, women at the sepulchre. In Luke
24:10 three are named directly and men-
tion is made of there being “other wo-
men” with them. Upon their arrival
they did find two men standing around.
(verse 4).

Not only can’t we be sure as to how
many women there were, or who or what,
they found, we don’t know too clearly
‘when they got there. Mark 16:2 states
the time as being “at the rising of the
sun.”  In John 20:1 we find Mary al-
ready at the tomb “when it was yet

dark.”

To wind up this strange tale we
should try to dispose of Judas, whose be-
trayal it was that started the whole
train of events. Again, we have our
choice of two stories. In Aects 1:18 Jud-
as bought a field with his money. He lat-
er fell “headlong” in this field and was
killed. Matt. 27:5 tells us a different
story. Judas, after repenting of his
deed, tried to return the thirty pieces of
silver to the chief priests. They refuscd
it, whereupon Judas threw the money to
the floor, went out and hanged himself.
Later the priests used this money to buy
a potter’s field in which to bury strang-
ers. Thus we at least can believe that a
field was bought, if nothing else.

It is not to be implied that this brief
study lists all of the discrepancies a-
bout the subject. It does little more than
begin what, if completed, would be a
formidable task indeed.

Tt 1s my belief that if the persons who
wrote the Gospels themselves did not
know just what had oceurred, or how,
then we, nearly two thousand years and
many translations later, can certainly
find no secure grounds on which to be-
lieve.

The U.S. Supreme Court has again
ruled against censorship of motion pic-
tures in the case of two disputed pie-
tures, making four in all so far. The
court has avoided making a general den-
ial of the right to censor or prohibit the
showing of pictures that are clearly in-
decent or obscene, ruling in each case
that the particular picture under discus-
sion was GK. In each case there was
some particular group that objected that
the picture was objectionable. In the
case of the MIRACLE, the R.C. Hier-
archy said it was sacreligious; PINKY
was objected to by the authorities in
Marshall, Texas, because it took the part
of a Negro girl, (who incidentally was
more than half white) against the pol-
ice. “M” was objected to because it was
a crime picture and LA ROND was too
close to the French attitude toward sex
to suit puritanism. We heartily approve
of these decisions. That does not mean
that we favor showing indecent pictures
or printing indecent sexy magazines. [t
means that we disapprove of gelf-ap-
pointed censors arrogating unto them-
selves the right to determine what the
rest of us may see and hear. We have
courts to decide such issues. ‘

seskeskeskokskokokal

New York Times reports that in the
town of Nazareth, where Christianity
has one of its bigeest shows, including
such items as Joseph’s carpenter shop
and Mary’s well, things are not good. Tt
is erowded with houseless Arab refugees
largely unemployed.

sesfestoloroksk

A reader tells us that in her city the
nearby R.C. Church congregation is
holding their annual spaghetti dinner -
in, of all places, the basement of the
Masonic Temple. Meanwhile Masons in
Spain, are eating their dinners in Fran-
co’s dungeons. Liberty means a differ-
ent thing in America than in Catholie
countries.
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With A Stake Thru His Heart?

Police Sgt. Wilkie, Camden, N.J., now
confesses that his story that he killed his
17 year old son by accidental shooting
was a falsehood designed to hide thae
fact that his son committed suicide,
which would prevent his being buried in
consecrated ground. Sgt. Wilkie is now
on bail, charged with manslaughter. We
wonder what the true story is, and
whether, if the suicide story sticks, will
the body be dug up and reburied in un-
holy ground?

FeFe e N %

Alexander George Patterson was pas-
tor of the Gooding, (Ills.) Iirst Baptist
chureh from 1949 to 1952. F.B.I. Agent,
Guy Banister, Chicago, says that Patter-
son’s police record begins in 1916, and
that he has served 13 years on 10 con-
vietions since. He was an ordained Pres-
byterian minister and also pastor of a
Congregationalist Church in Portland,
Ore., before he got dunked into the Bap-
tist faith. He is aceused of passing about
$75,000 in worthless checks in the past
20 years. What we need is more religion,
only a great spiritual uplift will save A-
merica.

* 5% % KKKk
Witches Declared Not Guilty

The Massachusetts House of Repre-
sentatives has approved a bill to reverse
the conviction of six women accused of
witcheraft in 1692, and hanged. Now,
isn’t that nice of them? DBut when they
were hanged Cotton Mather the leading
Preacher of Massachusetts, and presi-
dent of Harvard, the great religious col-
lege, said that they deserved to be hang-
ed as it had been proved beyond dispute
that they were actually witches and
guilty of bewitching people.

FRFHKE

At Buck Hill Falls, Pa., Dr. Elliot L.
Fisher, executive secretary of the Meth-
odist home-mission section, told trustees
recently that the reason there are 60,000,

000 Americans who belong to no church
is because they move too often. We cer-
tainly do not agree with the conclusion.
Our coneclusion is they don’t attend
church or belong because they feel no
need for 1t.  And there would be many
millions more who wouldn't go to
church if they were not afraid to stay a-
way because of hell-fire. The people you
see seurrying to church on cold winter
mornings are not going there to earn a
ticket to heaven. All they want is to a-
void going to the other place. Fear of
hell not hope of heaven is what keeps re-
ligion alive. No wonder the pope recent-
ly insisted that hell was real.

Fe Kk gk H

TERESA BEATS THE H.C.L.

Teresa Neumann, the German peasant
of Connersreuth, is still a subject of con-
troversy. She claims that she has not
caten any food other than the holy waf-
er of the mass in decades and that she
never drinks water. Thousands of tour-
ists, pilgrims, sight seekers and others
have visited the small town and left
their coin there, much to the profit of
the local burgers and the parish priest.

The “Church” has never officially
pronounced a decision on the validity of
her claims, probably waiting till she is
dead or safely in a convent before risk-
ing a decision in her favor, which might
later be found to be wrong. Meantime,
however, no prohibition has been placed
on her and the gullible still flock there.

MNP IEISS

VAN N

HERE IS THE HIGHEST MENTAL

ADVENTURE, MAKE
SELF-RESPECT YOUR

RELIGION
THE FORTEAN SOCIETY

Grand Central Annex

Box 192 New York, N. Y.
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Supreme Intelligence?
By James Hervey Johnson

‘When preachers talk of the “Supreme
Intelligence,” I am reminded of Polio
which cripples innocent little children;
of Syphilis and Cancer which eat and
burn, the flesh of men, women and chil-
dren; of Tuberculosis and Leprosy; of
Blindness, and of helpless Spastic chil-
dren; of Idiots, slobbering and ape-like,
anable to control their natural funs-
tions; of Wars and Murders and Crimes
and Poverty and Cruelty to animals by
man and by other animals.

In my mind’s eye are deaths, injuries
and destruction caused by Earthquakes,
Floods, Disastrous Fires, Blizzards, Tor-
nadoes, Volcanic Eruptions and Tidal
Waves. What useful purpose could they
serve a Supreme Intelligence?

There are very few who would
not stop the terrible pains of Cancer and,
of Syphilis if they could. Hundreds of
millions of men and women would like
to prevent Blindness and Insanity in
their fellow men and women! The kind-
ly, charitable people of America raise
tens of millions of dollars a year to feed
the starving, helpless people of religious
and god-ridden lands, and to try to pre-
vent Polio, Tuberculosis, Cancer, Heart
Disease and Cerebral Palsy. What does
the Supreme Intelligence do? Nothing!

Great suns explode and burn. Planets
are torn to pieces and their debris circu-
lates in space for eons of time. Meteors
strike the earth and burn to einders and
lumps of stone. Comets speed through
space at terific speed, burning them-
selves up as they rush. Sometimes the
Planets collide. Some Planets are so far
away from the sun that they are proba-
bly as cold as absolute zero, while others
are so close that their temperature is
forever too hot for any life; I ask my-
self,“What Intelligence is there in this%”

A fish spawns a million eggs, and one
or two live; a useless weed produces a
million seeds and a few live. Thorns and
rattlesnakes and sharks and tsetse flies

man
inciy

are spread over the world. Little animals
are eaten by larger ones, and the process
is endlessly repeated. Parasites kill men
and die in their own poisons,

The priests, like parrots, prattle of
their “‘Supreme Intelligence,” of which
there are no signs. If there was any such
power the proper name for it would be,
“The Supreme Stupidity.”

K % KKk

THE TYPOGRAPHICAL ERROR

Once in a while a reader will call our
attention to a typographical error,such,
as a misspelled word, or wrong font let-
ter ete. These are bad enough, but parti-
cularly distressing is the misplacing of
slugs so that the lines are not in proper
order. Every copy of the Liberal is care-
fully proofread and is well up to the av-
erage in typography, yet, errors do get
by somehow. The poem below, elipped
from another paper shows other publica-
tions have their troubles too.

The typographical error is
A slippery thing and shy;
You ean hunt it ’til you're dizzy
But somehow it will get by.

'Til the forms are off the presses,
It is strange how still it keeps;
It shrinks down in a corner
And it never stirs or peeps.

That typographical error,
Too small for human eyes
"Til the ink is on the paper,
When it grows to MOUNTAIN size.

The remainder of the issue
May be clean as clean can be,
But the typographical error
Is the only thing you see!

—Fleet Flashes
ERAARE

Jackson, Mich. reports that during
services on Sunday Jan. 17, fifteen pur-
ses were stolen from women in two chur-
ches which seems rather unkind to say
the least.



Reproduced in Electonic Form 1998, Bank of Wisdom, LL

Page 18

LIBERAL

April 1954

A Nonpartisan Appraisal of the U. S. Senate

m 11 TT . ] [y 4 oY 1 1

To all United States Senators who
were in the Senate Chamber on Febru-
ary 19th, 1954, when Seunate Concurrent
]—?acn]nfn\n H

Resolution 63,
and Kennedy of Masmghusetts and
Smith of New Jersey, was adopted with-
out opposition:

ol

mtrodnuced lr\\r Saltongtall
mrroqauceea Saltongtall

The resolution above referred to ex-
presseb the sense ot the Congress (‘bun

+ b A A AnQy 4T ST

LiC \/UILVLUSb U_UCBLJ. I.r LLASJ_JJ.(L‘) auy bClLbb}
that on April 18th, 1954, which 1is both
Easter Sunday and the first day of Pass-
over, churches and synagogues throu gh-
out our land should set dblde a portlon
of their services for prayers for the de-
liverance of all those behind the Irom
Curtain who are denied freedom to wor-
ship in their own fashion.

The United States

4 ne Yniteq stat

(33 U.S. 203) : “Neither a btate nor the
Federal Government can, openly or se-
eretly, participate in the affairs of any
religious organizations or groups and
vice versa. . . Or, as we have said in the
Everson case, the First Amendment has
erected a wall between Church and State
which must be kept high and impregn-
able”.

By your action you have injected the
Uunited States into the affairs of religi-
ous organizations and thus violated
your oaths of office. Those who did not
vote against this cheap political trick
are as guilty as those voting for it. You
are all guilty of malfeasance, mis-feas-
ance or non-feasance—not a statesman
in the bunch-—just cheap politicians
the (Con

LC  wioll-

wha ara willing +t6 overthraw
WMo are winilig 10 OovVvervarow

stitution for a few votes.

Probably not a Senator, except possi-
bly from the Bible Belt, believes in silly
prayers; but if vou had been on the
square you would have induded free-

dom of worship for those in Spain and
Ttaly, behind the Purple Curtain, where
freedom of worship is non-existent.

Alger Hiss is behind bars for the

(_,IUJJB O_L p(,IJLU.‘y A lll'ull "UVL 111
official who takes an oath to protect and
defend the Constitution and then be-

travs that oath, is far worse than an or-

U1y D vl UGuilly 45 45l LIBC viiall

dinary perjurer.

u:u

To follow the dictates of any foreign
dictator, be he Italian or Russian, ig
thoroughly un-American. If you wish to
retalu a bemblancc of the confidence and

anent of + Ao nannla worn will
respect o1 uuc AMEricail peopie, you wiii

immediately reconsider and kill Coneur-
rent Resolution No. 63.

You do a lot of talking about redue-
ing unnecessary expenses with resulting
decrease in taxes. At the same time, for
pUllleal reasons and in total ulSl‘C"‘aLu
of our Constitution, your oaths of ottlcq
and the welfare of the taxpayers, you
keep about 5,000 preachers on ﬂm gov-
ernment payroll at an annual eost of
from fifty to one hundred million doll-

ars,

Instead of a government by law, we
are governed by lawless men. In one re-

an:zf, at least

539428 1Cany

we are su fforine the scama

C alt Suiiti:ig viiC salle

fate as the people behind the Iron Cur-
tain,  If political prayers are effective,
why not get the clergy to pray that Sen-
ators be given enough strength of char-
acter to observe their oaths of office?

—Frank C. Hughes
sk kokkk
THE DOUBLE CROSS
Ifascist Dictator Franco, of Spain,

was so pleased with the work of TU.S.
Senator Pat McCarren, one of the pope’s
men, who arranged and put over a big
deal for him, that he has awarded him
the Grand Cross of the Order of Isabel

Ta (athal Unain’e hicheat gwwan

La CQCatholica, Spain’s highest award.
The American peope should award Me-
Carren the medal of the Grand Order of
the Double Cross.
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WHO WERE CHRISTIANS?
Jan. 25, 1954

Des Moines Register & Tribune
Des Moines, Iowa.

Gentlemen:

Your article, “Were the Founding Fa-
thers Christians?’ (10/4/53) has come
to my attention. Of course, any historian,
knows that most of the founders of thiy
nation were notat all orthodox, very
many of them being outspoken infidels.

It is not generaliy known, however,
that from Washington to Garfield, a per-
iod of 102 years and 19 presidents, the
people of the United States did not elect
to the presidency a communicant of any
orthodox church.

Tt is only since the beginning of the
present century that clerico-political in-
fluence has been attempting to establish
in America the European plan of union
of church and state, which has almost in-
variably meant that the church rules,
while state officials lick clerieal boots.

Respectfully,
(Signed) Ira D. Cardiff

*® %% FE K

Most readers of the Liberal have
heard alot about Father Devine, but
bow many know anything about Daddy
Grace. Well Daddy is no small time
operator. He is reputed to have recently
bought the huge Eldorado apartments
in New York City, and to own real es-
tate worth twenty five million dollars.
He is said to have millions of followers
who say, that if Daddy isn’t God him-
self, he’s mighty close to him. And there
is another top notcher who is self-label-
ed “Messiah Jones,” who sports a white
mink coat. What a sweet racket, with no
mneed to pay-off or dodge the cops. In
fact the whole thing is strictly legal and
even tax exempt. What a sweet racket,
indeed!

The Enigmatic Christian Poet

T.S. Eliot 1s an Anglo-Catholie, a clas-
sicist in literature and a Tory in politied
although he voted for Labor in the last
election, Iis message in The Cocktail
Party was obscure and ambigious and
now in his current play, The Confiden-
tial Clerk, his plot is a strange one.
There are two illegitimate children in it,
and the ending, the ecritics opine, con-
veys a moral—namely, that we should
humbly accept the roles and places

which God sees fit to assign us. Ambi-
tion, in other words, is a sin!
Has not Eliot himself sinned in thig

sense? Ile has achieved fame as well as
financial sucecess. His plays are always
popular. The audiences do not feel that
they were written in verse; they seem
prosaic, and Eliot doesn’t mind this in
the least. Surely, a peculiar attitude and
an enigmatiec one. He pleases himself.
He has that privilege. DBut what has
Christianity to do withit?
—Victor 8. Yarros

FRFRA®

Great difficulty is being encountered
by the Hierarchy in France who, by ord-
er of the Vatican is stopping the activi-

ties of the socalled “worker priests.”

These priests who have been living a-
maong the workers, as workers, were sup-
posed to eonvert the workers from Com-
munism to the Church. However they
found that the erievances of the work-
ers were so real that they became ardent
leaders in the struggle for better wages
and conditions. In short, the Pope be-
came alarmed that he would lose his
priests not gain workers. Tn a protest
memorandum they sav, “the working
classes do not need people to sympath-
ize with their distress but men to share
their struggles and hopes.” Or it might .
be put, “the working classes do not want
pic in the sky when they die, they want
it right here on this earth, while they are
alive.” Tt is an open question whether
some of these priests may not defy their
ecclesiastical superiors,
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In a recent book, after speaking of a
man who at 17 years of age won a divin-
ity prize and then later murdered nine
persons to get drinks of their blood, Dr.
Podolsky continues: “On a less homieid-
al level, we have the Thanatomaniac,
who has an obsession for attending fun-
erals, and the Pseudolalia Fantastica,
self-accusation of a erime which the in-
dividual did not commit. Another beau-
ty is the Uranomaniac who’s deluded in-
to the conviction that he’s of divine or
heavenly origin. ...” Oh, yes religious
beliefs are very beneficial.

FedeFHLR

“I think God’s hand may have touch-
ed me on the shoulder,”’said Albert John,
Markle, when asked why he did not kill
TFather Fred Lamb, Jr., after he had just
killed a woman and wounded two other
persons. It looks more like something
has touched him in the head.

%k K K%K

Murderer awaiting execution by
hanging in Cornwall, Ontario, collapses
and dies an hour before the time sche-
duled for going to the gallows. It is said
he died of fright shortly afte® having
been given the last rites of the Church.

sesfeskeskeksk

The Catholic people are generally led
to believe that their priests live in pov-
erty or at least very plainly. However
once ina while one leaves a tidy estate.
Father John L. Belford, left $265,919,
according to the Brooklyn N.Y. Surro-
gates Court, and that ain’t hay.

FRFH%®

A Chicago midwife is accused of fail-
ing to pay $43,170 in income tax for a
~qm(rle vear. It is alleged that she report-
ed for 1947 only $3,398 while earning
$74,601. We thought that midwifery had
ceased in the U. S. Wonder how many
cases she attended for such big dough.

NOT CRICKET

1t certainly was unfair to penalize the
Notre Dame football team for delaying
the game with Penn recently. Coach
Leahy says that they were not in a hud-
dle for a pep talk, they were merely say-
ing their customary pre-game prayer.
However, whoever it was they prayed to
was on the job and they won the game,
28-20.

BWRER KBRS

Lutherans are all steamed up beeause
the authorities of the Province of Que-
bee has decided that it would not be
proper to let their people see the film
“Martin Luther.” This is not to be won-
dered at, since the film is a highly dram-
atic presentation of Luther’s eontrover-
sy with the Church and the establishing
of Protestantism. What gripes the Cath-
olic Hierarchy most is that whileitisa
historical fact that Luther was exactly
the same type of brutal, ignorant bigot
s the rest of his contemporaries, Pro-
testants or Catholic, and treated his op-
ponents just as rough, the film presents
him as a ereature of sweetness and light,
little less than the Christ himself. Of
course they don’t want their people in
Quebec to see the film, and are only tak-
ing the action they would gladly have
taken in the United States if they had
the power.

skofesksiskeok

Money, Banks and Taxes is the name
of an eight page sheet which comes re-
gularly to the desk for our information.
It gives quite a clear cut idea of just how
our country is run by the bankers and
those who control the means of produe-
tion. It contains many items of interest
to the serious minded reader and we feel
sure that the editors will send a sample
copy upon request. Write them at Liber-
ty Free Press, 1948 48 Av,, Oakland 1,
California.
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SUPERNATURALISM AND

SECULARISM

By John Todd

These two, Supernaturalism and Se-
cularism, claim the attention of humani-
ty, as each claims to possess the true
philosophy of life.

The one bases human behavior on the
existence of a deity and a system of post-
mortem rewards and punishments. Tt
alleges that unless one believes in its
system, he cannot be ethical. According
to this philosophy, one will misbehave
unless he believes he is watched by the
all-seeing eye of a god. With the ‘‘know-
ledge” that he is observed by an omni-
potent being, he is alleged to be instinet-
ively ethical. Aeccording to this, we
might be led to believe that all who af-
firm thus are ethical and never commit
offenses against society.

The facts do not bear out the religious
contention. Those most steeped in super-
naturalism are often the most steeped in
crime. They are taught that by the blood
of a ‘‘redeeming savior” they are par-
doned of all offenses and automatically
enter into “grace” or “salvation”, while
those who reject the “redeeming blood”
are condemned and lost. Thus, superna-
turalism is based not on works, but on
faith. Its rewards are offered not for
ethical behavior, but for an affirmation
to a ritual, creed, or belief. Itis not in-
tended to reward virtue, but merely be-
lief.

Since those who are given religious
training ‘‘know” they will be forgiven
any offense, is it any wonder that the
overwhelming majority of the prison
population are church members? As Me-
Cabe has shown, Catholies (those most
steeped 1In supernaturalism) furnish
several times as many prison inmates as
their percentage of the total population
of any country.

Doubtless, religious training is a dir-
ect inducement to crime. The proposed,
extension of it in the schools can have
only one result: an increased erime
wave.

A system whose first duty is to a god,

:and not to the society in which it exists,
is a dangerous one. Its existence is g
perpetual incitement to anti-social be-
havior. It is an incitement to continued
spoiiation of the population by priests
claiming to have the Oneand Only
Truth sewn up in their vest-pockets.

It is a pernicious, unethical, anti-soe-
ial, medieval philosophy which places
belief before truth, faith before fact, ig-
norance before knowledge, night before
day, crime before innocence, and god,
before man. It is conducive to the most
degraded behavior and subversive ac-
tions. Examination of its claims show
them to be worthless, without meaning
and truth. Examination of its ‘‘mean-
ing” shows it to be meaningless. Exami-
nation of its “Truth” shows itto be a
LIE.

The philosophy of Secularism is that
each owes duty to his fellow man and to
the society in which he lives. It teaches
that the improvement of earth comes
first and not the propitation of heaven.
It teaches that all are responsible not to
an imagined god, but to society. It tea-
ches that there is no redeeming blood to
wash away the guilt of erime, but a soe-
ial organization which requires certain
ethical standards to be lived up to, or
the offender to be expelled from the soc-
ial body. It teaches that not by faithin a
statement or adherence to a creed, but
by works is man saved.It teaches that the
only salvation liesin the salvation of
all, not just a chosen few. It teaches that
man, not god, is Liord; that the earth,
rot heaven, is of primary importance;
that it is better to refrain from murder
because one shrinks from the thought of
it, than to refrain because one hopes to
inherit a mansion in paradise.

The concept of Secularism says that
there are no tyrants, whether on earth
orin heaven before whom humanity
need bow ; that there are no men or
books possessing infallible truth, but on-
ly a system of natural laws governed by
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~ a multitude of truths,

Secularists constitute less than ten
percent of the prison population, al-
though they number from a third to
half of the general population. This i3
but one of the many evidences to sup-
port the statement that Secularism, not
Superndtmahsm is conducive to ethl(,dl
behavior and conduct. Against a mount-
ing deluge of facts the
can only oppose wild statements, fallac-
ious arguments, and false LOI]tGllthllS to
support his alleged beliefs. Indeed, since
he indulges in emotion, not logic, thlb 18
but natural to him. In the realm of
Supernaturalistic  belief; two and two
can make five or three make one or
whatever the believer wishes. Despising
a course in logic and common sense, a
priest expects no one else to have taken
it either. Reason is not only anathema,
but declared to be subordinate to what
is termed as faith.

Secularism holds forth the way to a
new and better life for all and when its
truths are widespread, the present smog
of war will be lifted from the face of the
earth. It requires no belief in unproven
statements and dogmatic assertions. It
only demands that humanity think and
reason, that they awaken from the lull-
ing dream of kingdomsin the sky, dis-
card their priest-fitted spectacles, and
set forth with the knowledge that their’y
is the power to build a new earth.

Q.‘“Qv..,mh.mﬂ:ﬁe
wupernaturatisy

“F.T.C. Attacks H.C.D”

A price-fixing conspiracy among 160
manufacturers of burial caskets is
charged in a Federal Trade Commission
complaint.

The complaint names the industry’s
trade association, Casket Manufacturers
Association of America, of Cincinnati,
and its members, who manufacture and
sell more than half the burial caskets
made and sold in the United States. It
specifically names thirteen of the mem-
ber manufacturers as representative of
the entire group.

Among other things, the complaint

says, the manufacturers agree to expand
the production and sale of higher-priced
caskets and eurtail the production and
sale of lower-priced caskets. It also al-
leges that the combination fired and
maintained “uniform, artificial and non-
competitive suggested retail prices.”

In addittion, the complaint charges
the combmatlon Wlth enhancmg, stabﬂl-
Llll", fl)&lll" dllt,{ llldllltd/llllllg pl ILEb UL
burial caskets and with controlling and,
limiting the unit production and unit
sales of caskets.

The complaint states that the ‘‘uni-
form, artificial and mnon-competitive
retail prices” were displayed on caskets
in the showrooms of association mem-
bers. These showrooms, it says, are used
by funeral direetors in selling caskets
to the public. The suggested retail prices
“had the indicia of belng‘ actual retail
prices,” according to the complaint, and
were in many instances the prices paid
by the public to funeral directors.

In carrying out their “restricting, re-
straining and unfair policies and prae-
tices,” the complaint says, the combina-
tion used these methods:

1. Member manufacturers transmit-
ted to the association, descriptions of
their selling areas;

2. They gathered, compiled, dissem-
inated and used statistical informa-
tion;

3. They held territorial meetings,
club meeting and mass conference
meetings;

4. They adopted and used a policy
and practice by which they controlled
and limited production and sales;

5. They adopted and used a poliey
and practice to induce association
members and other manufacturers
and distributors of burial caskets “to
refrain from engaging in price compe-
tition,” as well as to refrain  from ex- |
panding wunit production and unit
sales of burial caskets and to curtail
the production and sale of lower-prie-
ed burial caskets while expanding the
production and sale of higher-priced
burial caskets.
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