
Nelson Not a Pope-ulist 

Ho\ve\-er, in hi> cri-i~t to iinti somconc vxjrrh\, of btxtifica- h:ts been acri\-cl\, vekinc ro imprcb\-c rel:lrion+ips \virh 0th~ :r 
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Pq:r 2 Best Post 

On-line writers disapprove of Christians and Jews 

September Meeting, 
“One Mother’s Story” 

Natj(,t,,ll\.-kno\\n atheist \l:qgret Do\vnc\, chron- 
icled l:cr nine-vc;ir ctrug,gle \\-it-h the 130\- Scouts 
l.jf .\merica in her talk to ;\l”s Sel~temlxr General 
rcetln~. I “Fighting Dlscrin:in;~tion-One >Iother’$ 
Stclr\;” texurc4 cartoons xd humor in the \.crv serious 
suhicct matter. 

In 199.3, IIonw~; founded the Anti-Discriminntion 
Support Net\\x)rk (,\DSS) \i,hich \\wrks to counter 
negati\.c stercon.ping (d .Ithcists :and tu ;Gst with legal 
Ixlttlcs such JS hi:,rotrv :n the UOY Scouts of Amrricn 
and rdiqious testing for public otfice. It is :I committee 
of t-hc :\thci,t :\lliance lntcrnational. 

‘I’hr .\DSS is in\ ()l~e~l \vith “Freedom of Reliqic-m 
and lklief“ tt:rc)u!<h the I~nitrtl Nxions 

Co-President’s Messuge 

Apology: The cscellt-nt photo5 OF the ,\nards 
B;mcpc-t in ILIst month’s ne\\-sletter xcrc the \\-ark 
of I<cn 13onncll. \X.c omitted hi, tWt?lC In that issue 
:ud repw the oversight. 

Steve Trunk 



/ 

goin members of the six organizations 
of the C&-@reethou$it sederation 

itI cerebrating the ‘qTinter Soktice 
with a dinner at the community room of 
(Jjurton Chace (J?ark on ~j)ecember 17. 
See next month’s newsletter for detaik. 



P:1gc -: 

AIDS Walk LA 

Sees Red 

.it the .iLi table prep,lriny to embark on AIDS \Salk I.4 
are. Irft :o right (tbreground,i ream leader Alar\- CancilIa, 
.\Iark Dr:lvcr. \?;.krrcn Canci!l;: .~nd LiIiana Dishman. In the 
bacl;,ground nrclon Nelson and Ken 13onnell. (Photo by Stey;e 
Gage.; 1 ‘\li ;lre u~nrin;g bright red T-ihirrs ix)idl\- proclaiming 
‘t-\thcists :&tinst .\icls.” 

Movie Review: 1 

Letter to the Editor 

Member Comments 
on Public Education 

Editor: 
I just finished readin,? the next slcrrcr :1 t&v n:inutcs :lgo and 

snxv YC ,ur article ~lx put private schor,ls. 1 hn~~e l~een estremelx 

rclxtant about hroach;nc tl‘:c rubjc-ct, fi)r nvo reasons. (>ne. I 
in a pluralisric wciw; 2 standard education is \.er? important 
t;,r kCct3lng fi-lctic)n ‘nc~vcen religi<xl:; ro il minimum. In il 

technical socien, e\‘er;’ chllcl neetls co ix ~ducntcd to hs or her 
masimum abi!it-1.. T\\.o, I knc ~11. that rn;mv CJt‘ c,ur members are 
public reachc-rs and !~a\-c n n~cd to support their jo’os. 

Waiting for Jesus.. . Still 
Waiting.. . Still Waiting 
Alark Smith. ~Jrange C:ountv atheist actn’l’;t. preccnted 

his slide shon; ~~Jesus, the IGllsc firc,Dhet.” to rhc (kroher 32 
Gt3cral ;\Irrting. His central theme is that there is exrcnsivc 
riocumrntarlon thar the Se\v Tc-stament quotes 1~5~1s .II; 

being \er! sl-xcitic that his return and tbc cr.d time:: n-ould 
happen \vithin the- lifetimrs UC 14s contcmporarics. In :I 
humorous and thorough stud!. of the- issue, hc polnteti out 
th;-t the mistake has lxcn repeated b\- numerous modern 
“prop bets” xvho have prcparcd their tlr,cks for ludyment 
lhys rhat r:t‘ver came. 

by Milt Timmons 

“The (~ontendcr” is a politic,ll melodrama wth !>lot nvists 
th;tt push rhc !imits of credibility; but escellcnt acting wcl 
lxisk p:wng dri1.c the picture on to a sentimental cndinx 
that w~ulcl haI e g!:&lcned the hcarrs (Jf l‘rank (::tpr:i and 
D.\\. Lntfirh. 

‘1’1~ story,. xx-c )I\-es ;1 Dcn:ocratic ?rcsident. pl;i~ rd I,!- Jeff 
Bridges. \vhosr vice president has sutldenl!~ died. I Iis most 
urgent I~uw-tcss. theretow, is to appc rlnt a nw- \‘.I’. His hrst 
choice is a uwnan wnxor, play4 11~ the elegant joan .\l!cn. 
I3ur ;w.\. ;Ippointment must lx- ratified 1x. ;i congressional 
ccx-rmittce, chalrct! ;)v ;I right \x ins Rcpuhlic,m, pla,<et! 1~ 
Gr\. ( >ldm;tn. (>ldm,~n’s chxracrer is dcterrr.inrcl to bl~~l; 
lier appointment ti)r 5~1 eraI rc‘wms: l?r<t of A!, she is ;i 
\voman: she is pro-ctic3ice; she supports separation of church 
and st,lte; she had c~riginall~~ lxcn a Repub!ic,m !,ut ch;qcd 
parties, which Oldman rc,gards ::.s trkorr~us; and tinalll; s:hc 

is non-religious. In order to sabotage her cr,nfirmation, 
(>ltknnan tire&s up some salacious photo yqaphs :lllegedl!- 
taken of .\!len \\-hen she \~a?; :1 cc~llegc freshman .lt ;I tYatcrr?it\. 
narrc 

‘I’hc tnam pc,int of interesr to us, bon-e\-cr, is th;it in her 
closing statement to the congressic~nnl committee the scrwor 
proutllv announces that she is indrrd an :ithriqt. and rhc onI\- 
~Iocumcnt she regards as hrd\- is the l.-S Constinltion. 

In real lift, Gary, ( )Idman rhr actor has puhlicl!~ cclmplalnetl 
thar rhe liberal o\x-ncrs of Drcxtlworfs Studios re-ctlirct! the 
picture to turn the rx+jnal script into an int;mcrcinl fix the 
Dcmocrntic pat-n. - iusr in time for the clcc:ion. 

Be that as it may, the tno\.ic raises a tw-nlxr of points thar 
most r)f us \vould ;lppi;wd, ;~nd I think :;n\. Cltn v.4ich d:wes to 
cle\-ate an atlicrst to heroic sratus dcser\-es our ~untxwt. 



Emotions and Reason 
By Harvey Tippit 

oarsel\ es more ration21 animals, :I< oppos’.d to chang-eable. 
emotional :wknals. Our ideas of truth or ~-)i^ nhat UT should 
do in variws situations arc, n-e hope, lxved on re;~son. I’cr, 

;+Ax-;s I,ehlr?d this rwsonity ;thili~, rhc emotions :IUect our 
‘whayior, at lcast to swr~c dcgrcc. 

(I)\-er the period of recorded historl maniind connnued 
to e\-olve into the species a-hick we are non; more social xd 
!ntcrdcpcndrnt, 17ur Icss in&kiclu~ll\~ aticpr. C )ur adaptatlon5 
md cooperarix-e heha\-iors ha\-c been lc-arncti 2nd ncrhatx 
;genericallv transmitteci. Some in& iduals &licted \vith rlr?ects 
:hat aouid ha\-c limlteti their survi\-;ll ;md ability to prop:y:tre 
ifi past ages can noa live to propagate genetic Jekts: rr.yc qia, 
diabetes mrllitus, hemophilia and so on. 

If IT-C can lx pcrfcctl\- frank m-i& c~ursclvc~, -.vc :-nit7 5ic 

that our acts in some situations, perhaps mnclst, arc‘ dctcrmincd 
more tx our ieelings than b:. rt’m(JYI. But as \\;‘ittgenstein said, 
no;llinq is 50 clifliculr ilc nt,t cicccix-in:< <1nc5clt. \vc lxzllL1\-C 

cmotionak~; antler the influence of habits or contrarv t(m) ()ur 
reason, more than n.e think. \S c do nor do the hesr thing to 
iIcllic\ c ou1 gCd> Lut 1, llal suits our Li,sc: .incl pt-eclilccti~~ns. 

That is how \VC arc constituted. and \ve cannot easily change. 
\Ye think UT do rhe reasonahie thing, hut it is not SC> cas!. to ha\-e 
rhe nx;s: effecti7.z emoti0ti:;. Fur+cr, “et!?iczl pr0po:itiws 
lack sense”--that is, ultimate lo~gic. 

.;Is atheists. a~ are concerncti Lvith de\-eloping and usinq 
our rcah[JIl. RUXJII IrquiIc> GUI its ~JCLLC~L~UIIZ ui Icalii! 

that the latter lx demonstrated, not onl~~ in the mind of a 
person, but in the phvsical, actual a-orld outside the mind. 
\\‘har e&r> oral\ ir: rttc IIlillcl, OI :I: 5~1 r~nl mitxls. but is nor 

clemonstr;lL~le in rhe outside, ph\xical \\~orlcl is a delusion, 
hallucination or dream. Real ideas, actions and objects impact 
rhe I-cal wxld--llor rilcrcl\ 111~ tluIIk;LII btvxic5, aid tltc\ xc 

cl-ident to the senses of ~11 wne, intelligent people in the 
appropate circumsranccs. They are subject to heirlg proven. 
t )r bein;g dispro\-ed if the\. zre false. 

()bjects and actions, n+.ich cor:form r( b repeated relations 
(jt’ cx~sc :4tid &YKt, and ,xre clemc~nsrral~lc to tnc xnscs, ;lre 
somerimes c;~llccl “lmvs”: rhe Ian-~ of phmicl, ot‘ ~31 ci~olcy!, 

or an\ other discinlinL-. Things rhat do not conform ro 
xvcll-reco,gnizcd l;i\~s are unreal w imaglnar!y cslst- onh in 
imag$natrrjn, and c;in hc c.~llecl cklusions or rhc prociuc-r3 ot‘ 
tricker\. 4 persuasion. 

;\t+cists, n.hilc recognizing thx QT do not al\\-a!-s Iwhn*b-e 
rationall!; lx%=\ e in the primacy c 4 \vcll ohset-\-cd :eAtics 21s 
the txsr guicks ro our understanding arid beha;-ior. \Yc helievc 
\vhat !s demonstrable to ourselves and others imd \l.hat ~JIOUY 
natural. no: tnvthical, magical or pxxnormal modes ot xtion. 
In son-w circumstflnv.25 1l.c abide by- o:lr emotions, as other 
animals do. but UY tri‘ to educate our c-morions. 



Needs your help! 
*Yes! h-i7 pr epared to help AU meet our goals with a 
monthly pledge! 

Please charge the following pledge amount to my Visa or Mastercard on the 0 3rd 0 18th of each month. 

0 $100 0 $50 2 $25 Cl $10 0 Other amount over $10: 

I would like to contribute to Atheists United with a one-time gift. Please charge to my Visa or Mastercard the gift 
amount of: 

0 $10000 $500 3 $250 Cl $100 0 $50 0 Other amount over $10: 

Visa/Mastercard number: expires: 

Signature X 
Manthlv and quarterly pledges are for a period of one Year. You will receive notification of renewal time, but your pledge will be automatically renewed for the same amount unlex 
you choose to change it. Your pledge can be cancelled at any time with 15 days notice before the transaction date by writing to Atheists United, PO Box 57435, Sherman Oaks 
CA 91413-2435, or by calling the office at (818) 785.1743. 

.z-d, ’ /* ‘/ / / // / / / /‘//~‘~f//r/-/~//-i .;///pPY/ / ;/. -LL%P/b/rj //,/,/&d 

Spu~nsu~td lay the LA Freethought Federation ffwrner ly the Alliance ofAtheists, 

’ Humanists and Ethical Culturists! 

February 16-l 8, 2001 at 

the ‘+listoric %olLymood %ooseueLt ‘Ilotel 

Take advantage of the early registration fee, discounted to $175 until December 1. 
(Includes two banquels and Sunday Brunch.) 

Call the Roosevelt for the special conference room rate! 

For lrrore iIJfOrIJJdtiOIJ, Cd!/ (3 10) 535 1776 

Return the tear-off below to 10790 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1804, Los Angeles, CA 90024 
------------------------m---e- 

Please reserve seats to ‘H~mCon ZOO 1 @$175 eat h ~- 

Enclosed is my check for S - OR - Bill my U Master Card 0 Visa 

Number -- Expiration date -_ 

Name on Card _ Phone number ~ 

Cardholder Signature Date ___- __-_~ _.--- 

Names of others in party- - 



Meetings of Allied Freethought Oranizations 
Meeting Dates, Times, Phone Numbers 

.\l’C;cn - .ithciw I:nited C;encral Alecring: Fourth Sun&!; ~scenr Drcemnber. 
I I:UO .\\I, board ,meet:tq, 12:1JP.\I, 50 cial hour; l:O(!P~l, meeting. Center klr For those of y)u who are connected to the 

Inqciir\ \\;cst, SJl!, <;rosx-enor. Info: (81fi) 78.5 l-43. Internet, check out the following websites! 

:\CSLO - .\rhcists United San his Obiiprx 3rd Saturda!,, 3131. C:oiint\~/Cit\. Hoard member email addresses: 

1 .itxrl-. Info: I’cggy- (X(6j 5W1580. 
IMAx Kirkharr: f3l~irkhart:c~sc)l.coln 

j -Ion Sc.lson: jona~~clsc~nic~,~~~rthlink.nct 

ITS1 - Freethlnkcrr Toastmasters: S~cmd ;md 1:ourth Saturdays. Y.\I. (:l:I\Y; 
Rdx4 Scnc: nonthcist(c+ctnnil.com 

.!JlO (;ros\-error. Info: David: ~.3li&4YU31 3. 
SC\\-slcttcr cw~tril,urior.: H~;irl;hnrt(~ nol.cc~m 

SHOI..\ - Secular Humanists ot‘ 1.0s .\ngelrs: Firer Sunrbys, 1 l:lNI:\~l, Center for Inquit-\. \‘;est, SSl9 (;rosvcnor. lnt& 
iilrfj 3:1-8469. 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmm 

Membership Form 
1 suppc)rt the alms and purposes of ,itheists l.~nltcd \vhich are to key st2t: and church scparatc, and to prc)motc athcistn. 1 
~pplv for membership in .\theisrs Cnited including a monthl? Nev.&ttcr at the l-e\-el :ndicatcd: 

First San-x Last Name ‘I’elephone 

tin. sv1te . . Zip - 

Date I-imail __ 

Signature S 



General hleeting Xoxwnbcr 20: ‘l’hank-the-I,i~-inL: Da\. Cclebrzion . . . . . . . . . . . ..I....................................I........... Pg 1 
;\ Ic n-k Kc-\-iew: lXi,r Ciwttwi~~r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... ]‘cr -c <2 
:\I: slx~ws its emotional sick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... Rg:. 5 
Things to do: 

LAFF Winter Potluck December 17 - See puge 3 

Stuck for a Solstice gift? Make a contribution to AU the easy way! - page 6 

Book now for HumCon 2001 February 16-l 8 - Page 6 

Your Membership or Subscription Expires 
In the Year and Month Shown on Your 

Mailing Label 

POSTMASTER: TIME SENSITIVE MTERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER PROhlPTLI 

CS. Constitution, First :h2endment: 

“Congress Shall Jlake .Wo .!Zaw Respecting an Establishment of LReligion...” 


	BOW: Reproduced in electronic form 2005 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC
	BOW10: Reproduced in Electonic Form 2005, Bank of Wisdom, LLC


