
‘I here :LTC CII:IW A fc;\. tt>Inpl: thilt Pep::r;?te thr :lthclst frt rm .\s r~t1onallrts, n.c then wek to pinpoint 
the hclic\-cr in wliyion. ( )nc of the rnoct in:prxt:wt of these the error 2nd rCmo;~e it. It \ve tic, not rirl 
is the simple fact th:lt UXI reccgize rhat n-c must cmplcx no this. then \vc rc’movc’ ~x~rsel\-es frrbm the 
contr,idictor!. idens in (bur philfw q3h?. ‘l‘ho5e n-ho oppow r;lriotdlst’s cxxp. 
us hax-c no such c:uajms;; intlc-4, n::m\ OF rhcm “et’111 to The rcll,~ionist, II! cc~ntr:~st. must hnl4- 
n-clct)me cc)ntr:ldlctions ‘1’; ii the{. L;;llI\’ crnplo: t 

. 
he “.Y’ :Ind “non-.\” :it the 5;ime ihe rrl@ol4s ~u~mj.seL .) ? 1 hr Iwst Illustrnnon of this IS the 
time :~nd in thr same UX\.. This is idea of \l.hat A ;;cxl IS. (:ert:iinlv 
ii funtl:~ment:d, 3xicxxatic concept first recryGed o\-cr 3.300 much ink I:mcl 11l~~od) has Ix~n +lled over iust \\-hnt iy mexlt 
\xxrc: ;~gc) hv rhe ,gre,lt (~rc’eli phkwpher .\nstotk. Hrkxe no 1~. the nclrd “god.” kiowe\w-, most belle\-et-s ~~-ra~ltl qrcc thnt 
::.ccept ;Lnv iclc.1 ilS true, a-e musi 1~ 2ble to lo+dl~ integrate ;I god IS some sort of “non-ph\.sid being.” tHrwe\ er, thk c:ln 
It, \virhrwt contradiction, into the total sum of our kno\vledgc. cad\- bc pro\4 to he nn Incohcrenr statemnent. ,\ftier ~11. :hc 
if n-e come ;icrc)ss ;I contdicnun, then we ha\-e committed xvirorti “bein,g” means vanctbing thar is ;di\-c and thnt ph!-sicalh 
An c‘rror r d rcasc)nin,g :lr some point in the thinking process. esists. .\ll of our knowlrdge about the nature of realin noints 
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September General Meeting Sunday, Septemnber 23. 2~Clli 

Margaret Downey speaks on Discrimination 
\largaret Deny, one 1.d the countr\-‘c most prc eminent asskt \l,ith le+ Satrles such AS ‘biqotr\- in the BOY Scouts of 

atheists, is the spe:dxr at rhe September 24 tnceting. Her :\merica d reli+)us testing for public of&x. 
talk, “Fighting l~iscrimlnatic.~n-(>ne \lother’~ Stotx.” \r.-ill The AIXK is inwived lvith “Freedrxn 07 Religion ;u-d 
chronicle her nine-!ar strugjc ;q;An,t the memlw-ship Brlicf” through the I:nitcJ SAc)ns. In this capxcit! she 
pr.)licics of the 130~ Scouts in an entcrtaininq ;lnd inform:l- :ittenclctl the I‘S ivtxld conCcrence hcltl in l.OTldOfI 2'; ,I 

rive multi-media presentation. DIN-lie\.‘: profcs5ion. 25 rep rescntatl\c oi the .\theist,i’t~rccthou~lll- communir\- 
on-ner-opcr,ltor of ;I clcsil;n husinvss. is :lpparcnt in hvr :~nd hx spokc11 :lt rhc 1:s in Sat. ‘~~r)rk (Iit\. ~15 an in\itd 
prrvntntions, n.hich h;\-c carnd hcr rhc mcLn,unc “‘IIc memlwr of the ‘.I-raxlom of Rvliqon :liiU 13vlicC” C)rum. 
Ll:wth:l Ste\v:lrt of l~reethoughr.” The niretinq \.\,ill 1~ in the ( Icntcr for lncluir~- \Y c’.ct. i.? IO 
She is rjftc-I1 c;illcrl upon 1~11 the rncdi;i to r~bponci to (.Grrw-cnor 13l\d., in rhe >larin:l :lre:l cut’ 1-0s ,\n,qL’c.lcs. 
church/state ~cparati~ln issues ar?cl or to cspl;iin tlic ‘I-he ‘nod mwtinq \vill start .~t l( ):I )I 1 a.m., 11 Ith mcmlx~r~.’ 
philosoph\, CIP ,\thcism, ;d 1:~s ken ;I kwrd guest on concerns XI itar. (~1 the .:gcncl;l. 
se\xzml Phildclphi,~ television pro,gr::ms. ‘1s v-c:1 ;I> r;lclio ‘l’hc- scxi:il t3c.rid ndl lxgin dl- lL:.ili. 
lxr,dc:tsts naticln:;ll:~. (k:. S;ltiond Public K2dio progT:im The mwting v-ii] hc,qin ;lt 1 :()I I p.m. \I-irh ;111[1olIIlc’c’I’Ilc’I1t~ 
featuring her i”Can in ,\theist- lx. Spiritual?‘) Y,XS one ot and the spder, t‘oIl(wc-ti 1,; :I hrcak. (Jucstion5 2114 
I-hc rap rat& programs (Jf the \e;lr. ;inswcrs xvi11 follo\\~ the Ixc:k. \L c’ll l.;i:.c ~l:xiIs5itln aiti 

l>o\rney,. founcleci the Freethoqht Societ-y i)t‘ (;reatcr reports, then sou~:d-~~tY Ix+~rc :xiiournin,g. ‘l‘hr~w I\-ho \vish 
I~hilatielphi,~ !EX;P) in IOW. ln1?03, rhc t-ounilcd tbc yt.ill recr~n\~cnt’ for .:ftcr-mectin~q cntiy :lt- 1Iin:lh’s. ~1.372 
.\titi-I~iscr,minntion 5:lpport Net\vorli (ADS\\:, \\-hich s. Sq-lUl\ cd;1 Ul\-cl.. LA.\. 
wds to counrcr nc,yxl\-c ctc’rc( In-ping of .\thcists and to 

www.bankofwisdom.com
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AU Walks the Walk 

‘-HEISTS 
\\-~rh thnt kind oi commitment ,It the AGAINST 

Co-President’s Message 
C/,l?fillNtd h,w 0 7”t’ I .I I [<? 

to this Get: Ix detinition. the \vord “being” pres~~pposcs 
ph!,sical ~sistence. Thcrcforr, rhe theisr’s definition 
of :1 ipl AS ;1 “nor.-nh:-sical h&y” is :I cc~ntradictor~~ 
s t2tcnw.t; it’ ;in\. I’() ,’ d cskts, then it must physicnIl!- 
csist. Thcrcforc. .It the mt~t fundzmwnt;ll philorophxxl 
lexd. the idea of :I god is inherenrlv contradictor\- ,md 
must lx rciectctl I,!- rntional pecqlc. 

In or&r to justify their irr2tjonal Ixlich, rcligionists 
nxst come up with :I philnscqhical s\ stern thar allon~s 
them to do so. This is n,hcrc theology comes in. 
(Consider Ear;tcrn m\-sticism. \Yd More the time oi: 
rhc he\v Tc-stflrncnr,. kktern m\kcs 11ncl c--:v~ol\d the 
ida of the \.in XXI van;<, rhc xceptancc of opposites. 
This fund;:mcntal concept \KI.< larer elaboratd inro 
the Budtihist idea of “neti-ncti” (not this. not that), 
n-hi& accords equd ~,-:duc aid significxice to csistcnce 
and 3x bn-eslstencc. l’rom rhcsc lwic ide;w the Iktrrn 
rr.\xric’~ 101.e of conttdiction~ :lrow, and from this, 
the inhcrcnt anti-life beliet s\.stem :\,hich clcl--atcs 
non-existcncc inir\-nndj ;1111)vc esi5tcnce. and death 
;~hove lift. 

So matter ho\\- the\. dress it up. death is the ultlmxc 
god ot- the religlou; mmdsct. \Yhether they cdl it 
Nirv;m:l, etcrnd lift, or :ln\.thing else, the theisric 
unticrpinnin, 1~ of dl rchqiou.~ svstems is The samt’: ,\ 
hatred ot‘ life and of existence.. 

.\ncl then they tell us th:lt it is ,t tkctrinc of lo\~ 
<or hum;wi~! 



Book Review 
Hitler’s Pope by John CornwcL Published 1999 by the Penguin Group. ISBN O-670-88693-9 330 pages. 

WANTED: Leaders 



f) theists I 
@ted 

FiattiSzg Ray Romano, producer and star of R&g-iozt~b Lmo~-mct 
President of Atheists of San Francisco Region 

Tais French Restaursnt 

lc)‘I 1 Sunset BlvJ. l Los Angeles 

cost: 

~ldvancc Rcservation $25.” l m&-in S.30 

Menu choices: 
Pot Roast of Beef 
Trout ;Ilmondine 

I’qymri:In P2sm Pt-imsvcra 

~kl’le~se reser\-e lx- September 5. ‘I~clephone rcserx-:ition 
is sufficient, but please ccwiclcr jr 3 commitment. 



Best Post oj’the Month I’:yc i 

Attorney Urges Vote With an Eye on the Court 

Gore Can Now Win 

4. .\yAnst the :~bove backdrop, some ha\.e argued thx Gore 
cannot nin uncicr ntm circumsrnnccs .d rhnt thcrcforc ;L \.otc 
t;lr Nader x,ill not deprive Gore of 2n othcr\visc nossit)lc 
victor\-. This is not true. ,lc ot toda:: the Sk%: poll 1;;~s Gore 

n fee\\- points dwad of Hush rind other nolls h:>\-c rhem dd 
e\en. Some h;lvi- Hush aheati 1,) only ti-\s points. It :ln\one 
cannor n-in, it is N&r. Thus, \-otes t(tir 6;lcIcr c:ln verv cd\- 
:nathematicall\~ constitute VOwi for Hush, rcsu.tinq in religious 
fascist< talk-q o\-c’r the Supreme C:ourt. 

Irving Kristol Does Nor Speak For Lieberman 

5. Irl.ing Kristol is a religious right xvinger \vho is in the 
business of attempting to suck pq-dc back into rcliylous 
orthodox\-. Ikberman is not. IAieberman is 2 m;linstream 
Democrat xvith a perfect wtin, I+ record on :ibortion ri<ghts. 
ICristol is a point man t’or the religious right in the Republican 
Pam. I .iehcrman and Kristd have always been At odds. Kristol 
does nor speak for nor rdect T.ieberman’s A-kvs. 

6. I .ieberman has consistently said thar whatever hi5 personal 
views, he regards the separation of church and state as one of 
the most core values of :jmerican democracy. The religious 
right hx ne\-er regarded him AS xi :ill;.. 

We Atheists Should Not Hold A Candidate’s Private 
Views Against Him 

-. So long as l.ielxrman \~-oul~l protect the equd rights of 
non lxzl:ev~r~. we atheists should nrjt Ix gui:tv ot cloiy t(-b him 
\vhnt rcllglcmists hwe alv.x\-s d(lnc to us, that i,, U-C sh(,uld not 
iudge wtneone tz!!. that person’s pcrsond beliefs. So lot-q AS 
Ikberm;m ~~)uld protect our cqud rights :S ncln Ixiiewrs, 
lsvhict- 1-x u~~ulcl, u-c ~v~dd thcrl Ixcomc religiow big w if KC 
held t:is persc.d practices nspinr;r him. \‘i’c ~houldn’r care if 
he prays three times :1 tl:lys, goes hunyty on the c;lmp::ign trdl 
untjl he can tind 2 kosher deli, or cIrcumciscs ix~narw. \Yh;tt 
co;lnts is rhe ape of pi-ople he a~~uitl put on ttw Supreme 
(:rJurt, if Got-c AC-s or it; inc~p~citnretl. I:> this rcqwd, hc is 
intiniteli. preferable to (:henc\.. 



Tabash Urges Vote Based on Court 

Member Writes Lieberman Committee About Concerns 
Dear I .icbcrmx2 3 III0 (:omtnirree: 

It’s not just about one Sunday a month... 
AU Orange County l AU SF Valley l 

AU San Luis Obispo . AyoUth Coffee 
Night l Beach Outreach l Community 

Service l Email Discussion Group . 
Artfest . And much, much more! 



Meetings of Allied Freethought Oranizations IJa,$y - 

Meeting Dates, Times, Phone Numbers I 

.\l-(;en .\thc-iw Unired G~IICI-;I: .Ilccrin,g: 1 ourrh Sun&y,, exep~ Dccemlxx : Freethought “Links” 
1 I :lji) .\>l, lxk~rd nxering, 12: 1.5P.I1, soci& hour: 1 :wrw. rwcring. C:cfirCr ti)r For those of you who arc connected to the 

Inquit-:. \Yc-sr, 3Jl!, (;rosvenor. Info: (Sl 8) -X5-1--1.3. Internet, check out the following websites! 

.\I.( I( 1 - .\rheicw I nircti c )r;mysc (Iounry-: Brunch. Secotxi 5uncln:: I1~:.3):\11, xl..llhc!.sm.clr,~ 

Irvine R;lncil Hr)u~c Tksraursnt (hx~erl!~ .Ioll!- Ro~:t-r’~~, 1-F l<. Do-cr Rd., 1 
Ii .:i IL h/, 

Ir\kc, one block c;lst of 5.7 lCrrebx~~. 1rlf~J: l>;lviCj C-14) ??(I-1 --- Or c-TIl:ijI: , 
\\~\\-a:atll~lstalti~lIlc~.l ‘l’,C 

jj/j,;;, j~/,,~,,,. 

.-\CSl.( ) - \thcists IUnited S:tn l.uis Obispo: 3rd .l;;lturti:y, 3PA1. Count: Cir\ 
Board member cmail addresses: 

Liix;ir!-. Inf~v Pc~,g;gy, IhO.5) 544-l 3-K~. 
Hoht)ic I<irkli,lrr: 13tilrkl-.~rr~d :~ot.com 
l~)ii S\;clson: ionnndsrxi!c~ c.u-rtdink.iIct 

mmmmmmm*mmmm*mmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmm 

Membership Form 
I support the aims ;mcl purposes cd’ .\rhcisrs I.nlrcd which are to beep stare :d church separxe, :~nci ro rxomore atheism. I 
appl\. for membership in .11-heisrs Unit& inclutli “,< ,I monthl~~ Ne~~lcrter at the Ia-cl intiicateti: 

Date! --_ I3n:iil 



AU Cable TV Listings 

I St hln,.i:1\ :, l?\I. 

Gencrd hlcctiry September 34: 31x-g:it-et Llowne~,- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1’9 1 

I\lembers get Print! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... P,y 6 

Thinys to do: 

Awur~ds Donyuet September 9 - Details paye 4 

Sign up for AIDSWalk -Details paye 2 

Volunteer and Donate to Got-aye Sale - Info paye 2 

Vote or Run for the Doord of Directors - Nominations at September meetiny 

S~JPTI~~II~I~R 3111I1) 

n P-0. Rnx 57435 __ 

I 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-2435 
USA 

Your Membership or Subscription Expires 
In the Year and Month Shown on Your 
Mailing Label 

a+- 

POSTMASTER: TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

U.S. Constitution, First i.lmendment: 

PAID 
Van Nuys, CA. 
Permit No. 888 

“Congress Shall c/)/lake 30 ~2.x~ %aecting an t3tabEishment of LReligion...” 
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