
By Bobbie Kirkhart 
.lustice Da\-id Souter ma\- not bc a man \vho inspires mam XL-~ pray for ;: better \vorld,” Alas be,gan. 

tireams. but hc inspird one I’d like to 4xre. This junc :?e was The cr0v.d Ic)okcd around in puzzlccl 
\iith the- majorin JS the Supreme Court ciecisi~~clv outlay\-ed silcncc. 
~ch(.)CII-~porl~oTC’(i student-led prayer ar special events, such hyh ‘Teachers,” yx~ could hear in his \.r)icc 
school for~tball games. i.ast Alarch, n-hen the oral arguments the strain of a persc UI summonin,q courage, 
\~ere mode, rhc atrornc\- for the State 07 Texas schr~ol board “n-hen vocr job seems to demand too 
said that the stxdcnt message is intended to .‘solcmnizc” the much of WLI, xvc pra\- that vr)u al\sx\,s . 
elxznt. lusticc Souter xkcd, “War v+:ould it -mean to solemnize remember that \our \\,ork is our future. 
a ti~otball game?’ Let that knowledge inyxrc !-OLI to give the extra effort u+.ich 

It is a ver\- good question. Recently, I’ve been wondering 1x.c \r-ill appreciate for the rest of our lips. 
n-har /ohn and Ic)v Gault’s grandson: . “Parents, 112: us txsecch !.ou 
a good student in a local high school, ” t$ fnff/&~~ us al! ~eJbOi;rsil!h j6T fut- own to remember rhat e\-ery;thmg IOU 
would do if hr :\-ere aslxd to lc;ld a irchm, hy, ,pqji-iP~rd iUax had: f&f d a nq are, everything YOU do, instructs 
prayer. In m!. dream, the principal 
considcrcti withdrawing the invita- to sohmi~e a foothligdme. jJ 

us. \S.e \vill grou- up to Ix much 
like you. I ;1ppc:11 to \ou, plcase 

!!(!r? \.I.-??zr! f.hC l~:lr!?c:l th::t ?.I3:: !i:-c in &; .;;,.,. :h;,: .,,,.i!! ;r,‘;!;; . . . . . \ I I L1 
Lucas is an atheist, but it uxs t( w late. proud of us.” 

\YE.en Alas \vas announced, people stood, awk\\-ardl! 11~‘s voice. still strong, grew more natural as he turned to 
shuffljng their feet as the!- bowed rheir heads, not line\\-ing his peers. “Fellow students, lcr us pram to each other for pt’ace. 
n-hat to espccr. ?4C‘eryous murmurs filled the xadlum. \Yhcn the passions of our youth pusl: us to\xxd violent protest 

“;I prayer,” he began, ;L little nervoasl!; “j,q an appeal to of unfairness, I appeal to all of us to keep in mind rhat a-e havz 
a source of po\v-er. Let us loc.)k each other in the eve, as only one life, only one chance to rr.ake this \\vrld ‘better. 

Continued on page 2 
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August General Meeting Sunday, August 27, 3NO 

Working and Living with Believers 

Dr. John. Suarrz is known in the freethought communit\- for his n-ork on separation of church and spate. He v.41 appl\ 
his espcrtise AS II psychiatrist rind his life experience, including his w-rice n-i& ,\mericans I‘nited for Separation of Church 
and State. wl-~crc hc scncs ,111 rhc l-Aon1;13 l~ui~i~~l, 10 (1-1~ topic. 
The meeting ulil Ix in the Center for Inquiry \Yest, 5319 Grosvxor Blvd.. in the \Iarjna area of IA)!: ,lngcLx 
The board meeting \vill start at lO:O!) a.m., with members’ concerns a nxjor it-em on the agenda. &ore the earlier 

startjr2g time. L’our hoard has \wcd to climjnate the interim mreting on the second Sunday to see if this i\ sufficient 
to qet all lxlsiness done.) 
‘1’1~~ social period \l-ill begin at 12:.%. 
The mectq \vill begin ,lt 1:OO p.m. ,mnounccmcnts and the speaker, fiJIowed 51 a break. Questions 2nd ans\vers \vjll 

the break. KC’11 ha\-c discussion and reports, then sound-off before adjourninSg. Those who nish \x.ill reconvene 
for acter-mcedng eating at Dinah’s, 0521 S. Scpulvcda Bl\-d., LA. r 

www.bankofwisdom.com


Is Atheism Negative? 
By Barbara Soldier 

X beiicvcr, ,ifter an .\lcoholics ,\nc)n\-mous mecrinq nherc- 
1 cleclarcti tnvxlf to 1~ a r.url-lwlievcr Ar atheist, ccbnfronted 
17-x \\;A: .‘iking an atheist means JUU hare god.” I retorted 
xvith: “Igloos can YOU hare anything if YOU don’r rhink it cxjsr:?’ 
The ncqCvr “not” does not ha\.e to he either a destructive 
or constructi\T term; it cicpcndr; on l.\kat is :It issue and krw 
pcoplc dct;nc it. If !ol: “hiltc” xvnr, rhat nc,q~Gc is considcrcd 
‘~gr,cd”, for instance. But. more to the point hrrc is that 

Co-President’s Message 
Continued from page I 

“.2Iembers of the local press, as you n,ritr about this 

\Y’hat \v~)uld life lx like if one DWC ncvcr introduced to the- 
ideil of pdS \Yo~.~ld n’r c)ne liyc life ju:;t ~1:; it pre:7entecl itself 

to one n-tth the moditications produced lx onc.‘s unique cgr) 
xd one’s esperiencc? And if there Lvere trouble, \vouldn’r ont 
cw?suIt otb.ers of the :+ame :;prcies l\.-ith n:~)t-t’ rsperiencc (in 
a particular issue? ,\nd, if something happcncd to one’s cw.n 
.td\-antage, a~ouldn’t c)nc “charge that up” to a combination of 
efforts on one’s c w,.n part and the help of others. and tr: to do 
the same rhing again. alloa,ing for change in oneself and other 

Continued on page 4 

game, I entreat you to bear in mind that you are u-riting 
about boys and girls \vho need to lead a full life, 
not abour athletes \vho arc put on the G&i for \r)ur 
entertainment. 

“Pla~crs and coaches. I implore VW tu dedicate this 
game t( ) cnjo\rnent, canaradcrie and hcalthv cscrcise. 
No contest is ivorth breaking a \wxg hone or risking a 
mind-threatening concussion. 

“(.~heerlcadcl-s, 1 invoke JOU to bc true leaders of 
good cheer and good sportsmanship, and nei’rr qre 
into the terr.ptation of \x4ling against the other ream. 
rather than fill- your owr.. 

“I ask that \ve all watch rhis contest. not for thr 
thrill of competition or the cscitcmcnt of vwlence. 
but t(.) admire the beaury of indkid.xal dedicatior. and 
the wonder of it human team working as I me tcwxd 
a common ,goal. 

“I pray to all of us to recognize that an:\’ god or 
gods which might exist ha\-e no interest in t-his game. 
and have shov;n no inclination to protect us from our 
own mistakes. 

“I I~,I-eke each of !w~ to live your life as if it is !-our 
onlv one, to meet each problem as if \ou are the power 
most likelv to solve it. 

“I ask the school administrators, if you must 
continue to open these games with an inw)catic-hn, lcad 
the wa\. as \ve demand of ourselrrs the best, rather 
than appealing to g&s x\vh(.) do not show the same 
hcc ICI all of- us. 

“In that spirit, let us get on n-ith the game.” 
Thcrc n-as a collccti~c, thoughttkl sigh. 13y making 

us all responsible for (our 0n.n actions, mv wung friend 
Alax had f~~~nd a u-a! to solemnize a focAxil1 game. 

Hut it \vas onh a dream. 
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Book Review 
For Your Own Good. By Alice Miller. Published by Collins Publishers, Toronto, Canada, 1983. Review by Jerry Brown 

The thesis of this bo(jk is that ZlbLlSke behavior ronxrd children in the name of discipline for their ov.x go~)ti bill in fact do 
them grcar harm. Since small children arc more or less in sue of rhcir parents, ; md cannot express the anger and resentment the1 
feel. these emotions are suppressed. later to erupt against their own children or other members of socicv at large. 

1 hc chddhocds of a drug addict, a political leader. and a murderer Iof \‘oung lqs are detailed. The political leader 
is Adolph Hitler, ar;d a sixable part of the book is devoted to his upbringing. Since I’ve aln-ays uondered Lvhar could 
11ai.c driven this man anti his henchmen to do u-hat they did, I found this part especially insightful. ,411 these people 
had q-o\\-n up in an atmosphere of I;hristian virtues and duv. The!, bad been ralseci to be obedient and tu repress their 
hatreds and needs to “keep n stiff upper lip.” 

One significant quote from I-iitlcr reads: ‘INkat good fortune for those in power that pccq& do not thinh.” 
In her rwzarch on the childhood of criminals the author claims to have found no example of the beast or e\-il; child u-horn 

pcdagryxs sa!* the!- must educate to bc pood. &hat she found u.c’rt’ dcfenselrss children mistreated in the name of child rearing, 
often for the sake of the highest ideals. The cruclt\-was directed not toward the child’s n-clfare but towarri sadsfiing the parents’ 
need for no\ver and tw’enpe. (If true this would seem t(.) shoot dwn the “bad seed” h!pothcsis.) 

On p&r 203 there i:: a cotnment that while the commandment to honor otx’s parents is well-known, ncwherc do we see 
one calling for respect for the child. This is said to possibly be because of fear that children’s natural reactions to\vard their 
parents can be s() \-iolent thar there would be a rjsk of [heir beirlg beaten or ever. killed. 

There is quoted a speech b;; Himmler, followed by a comment that repitition of these crimes is possible unless WC understand 
the ps\.chological mechanism behind thctn. “(Those’) a-ho carried out the ‘6nal solution’ did not let their feelinq stand in the 
way (~XT~USC) the!, had been raised from infanq not to have an!. feeljngs of their own as children (they) had been proud of being 
tough and not cr!.ing, of carrying out their duues ‘gladI!;’ of not having an inner lrfe at all.” 

:\s :\44c~ Jlontagu sayi’s on the cover, this book makes clear the root causes of violence as a conscquencc of 
misguiiki cliilcl-rearing practices. it shouid be read bv ail who art‘ troubled bv \vhat has happened tn our n,orid 
to our children. 

our 
and 

RE: Evolution is only a theory 
by Bob Morgan 

Evolution IS :I rhcorv and that is the lW\YF;.R of its worth, lmth as “knowledge” and as a Lveapon ag:,linst religious 
“‘I‘ruth.” Giwn the nathrc of modern science, perhaps there ;IRE SC> facts: A fact rn,ay simpl!. bc an observation that 
al1xr5t crcr-\-clnc aLq’“‘” IS \-a L-l xx1 thcr&rc “true!” c 

Consider g-al-it!. as fact. (In a \vind! da!; drop ;a feather con c, table: Has graviy ceased to exist? Drop a launched rocket on 
2 dJk: kills qr1T.k IT\-U’Wd? ,\ctually wen our understanding of grayin. has changrd. Sen-ton s:~u‘ it as ;I “attractive k~rcr”, 
but 1;instein char@ ir ro effects OF “- Lur\-awrc ir. timespace.” 

‘1%~ heliocentric theor!. might be a better case for .‘fact” as an obvious gkn. F;.\-en so, this bc,qs nvo issuch. \\‘hat ux “fact” 
before Copernicus (and for ;I long time thcreafti-cr> nhen evc’r\.onc cc)ulcl ob\-iousl\ we and km)\\- that the exth Y$XS the center of 
11~1~ wlivcl-3cf S~c~>ndl\, M-II!- 411 WC c-\-cn t(xlny, rlbx-ir>uzl!- see ,ind speak OF the sun’s rise zwci setting?!! 

I tis rn~ hypothesis (and I choose that wcord deliberateI!-) that athclsts will continue to make negliyiblc impact on 
human ideology until UY come to grips lvirh &is nature of “fact.” “Timespace” is onl\ one of the nc-n- constructs of 
rnoJcrn scicncc. (:on:idcr quantum tncchznics .~r.ci string thcorj : can \vc criticize il belief it1 un:;ce*; tl-.in,c:s? \S.hgt 
;1 t>oLJt “rrctbas prol~abilit!~“: Consider the Lnccrtainty Principle. It gets more bizarre: Reatl I~oo’Ks like -P!,c, lZ/<L+i.Vi 

I .,viii.xk 13\, ph!.siclst Brian Greene. 
I’VC prcp:trccl il “think picct” 1 concluk that atheism can ddix:~ct. 0~11 171. admittin ;< rhc ;//id?,.f;iir/i)’ /// /C/C’/ 2nd the 

ne~i r(i construct \\3)rk;ng cxpli:natioI:s; nnmcl\.. inclusive and prctiicti\ i’ csprril-ncnt-l,;lse(1 scienrific thcorie.-. In fact 
ih;ih;lj, 1 ~1’~ that religions ::rc’ 1,~ Ix-product. - k of c~)II~cI(~Ll~llcs!L c,istin,g the unkno\vn as unscientific “thcorics.” The\ 
\i-ill fade like ,~cocentri5ni -$vlirn wen AS such. and inferior in e\.er\, \\‘;I\ to scientific thcorie.5 1x-c‘ can use \vIth nxxe (e\-en 
if nc )t aDsol utt’) cerrainn,. 



Is Atheism Negative? 
Continued from page 2 

factors? And wouldn’t all these results lead one to conclude 
that everything which happened happened NATURALLY or, 
everything did what it did because that was the way that it 
was programmed to do? Wouldn’t one heartily second Robert 
Ingersoll’s Thanksgiving Proclamation which begins: “When I 
learned that everything was natural, then.. .” 

How can you make an issue of what is natural - “natural” 
is neutral, takes no sides! Similarly, “not”, the “negative” here 
is reallv not negative when you SW “without god.” With that in 

mind, I think “a-theist” is still best defined as “without God.” 
Though it probably will take more time to explain “atheism” 
to newcomers than to use a fast slogan, it probably will be 

more faithful to the fact. For exercise, try the questioner out 
on some simple but easy-to-answer question, such as: “Do 
you think that an animal actually hates you if you disturb 

it and it retaliates?” Or, “Do you think it’s evil that the 
natives of some countries go naked?” Perhaps questions 
like this &I help persuade the believer that these reactions 

are only natural. 
I like what M.J. Hardman’s guest editorial in the November- 

December issue of Free AIid SGYS in its title, “Whr we Should 

Say Women and hlen Until it Doesn’t Matter Anymore.” 
Similarly as atheists, perhaps WE should say, “Atheism Means 
Without God until TK4T doesnit matter anymore.” 

' VideoOfTheMonth ' 
Temporarily De-installed 
Henry and Margie Farber will be hosting 

a single video of the month on Friday 
evening, August 18, 2000 at their home 
in the North Hollywood area. The time will 
be at 7:00 PM. The video will be from Ray 
Romano’s “Religiously Incorrect” cable 
show archives. The main feature will be 
“Hitler’s Pope”, detailing the crimes of 
Pius XII during the Second World War. 
Time permitting, other videos from Ray’s 
series will also be shown. 

To make reservations and get directions, 
call Henry or Marge at (818) 988-2806. 

The long-awaited Atheists United 
Awards Banquet will be held on 

September 9, 2000, at Taix Restaurant 
in Echo Park. We will be honoring 
the Funniest Freethinker of the Year 
2000, morning show DJ Bean Baxter of 
KROQ Los Angeles (and he might even 
show up to accept!) and rewarding our 
hard-working members as well. 
Want to know if you’re going to win 
something ? Reserve your seat now and 
find out! Call th e office for details. 

The LAFF (formerly the Alliance of 
Atheists, Humanists and Ethical Cultur- 
alists) Picnic is August 12th in Roxbury 
Park, Beverly Hills. Free food, fun 
games, sunshine... who needs a god 
for that? 

Aryou 
Do you feel like everyone your a$$? 

is owt finbins Christ? 

NO, we’re not! Some nf 11s are finding 

coffee and conversation at 

AyoUth Coffee Night 
8:OO p.m. Mondays at Lulu’s Alibi 

7 640 Sawtelle BI., just south of Santa Monica BI. 

For more information call 
Monica or Matt 

(3 10) 383-8409 (3 10) 993-4876 
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Meeting Dates, Times, Phone Numbers 

XUGen - Atheists United General ?LIeeting: Fourth Sunday except December. 
11:OO ASI, board meeting, 12:15PSl, social hour; l:OOP;\I, meeting. Center for 
Inquiry Kest, 5519 Grosvenor. Info: (818) 785-l 743. 

Freethought “Links” 
For those of you who are connected to the 
Internet, check out the following websites! 

AUK - Atheists United Orange County Brunch. Second Sunday, 10:30&f, 
Irvine Ranch House Restaurant (formerly Jell!- Roger’s), 1727 E. Dyer Rd., 
Irvine, one block east of 55 Freeway. Info: David (714) 220-1777 or e-mail: 
ocau@thinkdontpanic.com. 

AUSF\’ - Atheists United San Fernando Valley: Discussion Group. Third 
Wednesday. 7PhI II-IOP Restaurant, 6429 ‘Iran Nuys Bl\-d., \7an Nuys, one block 

N. of Victory Blvd. Info: Sam (818) 993-1353. 

AUSLO - Atheists United San Luis Obispo: 3rd Saturday 3PhI. County/City 
Library Info: Peggy (805) 544-1580. 

AyoUth - Young Atheists Coffee Night, Mondays 8:00 p.m. Lulu’s Alibi, 
1640 Sawtell~ (jurt sollth of Sants Mnnim RI ) Tnfn. llatt (510) 99%4876 

or Monica (310) 383-8409. 

ECLA - Ethical Culture Society of Los Angeles: First and Third Sundays, 
11:OO AM, Children’s Community School Auditorium, 14702 Sylvan Street, 
Van Nuys. Info: (310) 470-2873. 

FThI - Freethinkers Toastmasters: Second and Fourth Saturdays, 2PM CFI\y 
5519 Grosvenor. Info: David: (310)479-6318. 

Board member email addresses: 
Bobbie Kirkhart: Bkirkhart@aol.com 

Jon Nelson: jonanelson@earthlink.net 

AU Office/Margie Farber: margief2@;juno.com 

Henrv Farber: margief2@,juno,com 
Harvey Tippit: hartip@earthlink.net 
Ken Bonnell: Khbonnell@aol.com 

Monica Davis: ironica@iname.com 
Steve Gage: steven,s.gage@boeing,com 
Mark Rockoff: markl377@junocom 

Rachel Sene: nontheist@mail.com 
Ncwslcttcr cuntrilutiun. Plkirkht@aul.cum 

GALAH - Gay and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists: First Sunday, 1:00 p.m., The Village Gay and Lesbian Center; Room 135; 
N. MC Cadden Place Los Angeles, Info: Ken: (818) 5X-9858 

HALA - Humanist Association of Los Angeles: Third Sunday, 2:30Phi, 5IGhI Center, Colorado & Cloverfield, Santa 
1LIonica. Info: (213) 876-9036. 

SHJ-Society for Humanistic Judaism, Third Friday Info: (213) 891-4303. 

SHOLA - Secular Humanists of Los Angeles: First Sundays, ll:OOAM, Center for Inquiry Test, 5519 Grosvenor. Info: 
(310) 371-8463. 

Membershin Form 
I support the aims and purposes of Atheists United which are to keep state and church separate, and to promote atheism. I appl! 
for membership in Atheists United including a monthly Newsletter at the Level indicated: 

First Xame Last Name Telephone 

Name(s) of other family members: 

Address City State Zip 

Date Email 

Signature X 

Payment Method 0 Cash or Check 0 Visa/&Iastercard number expiration 
0 Life Member @ $500 0 Sustaining &Lember @ 5100 per year 
0 Regular Member @ $30 per year 0 Limited Income Membership - call or write for details 
0 Family Membership @ $45 per year 0 Other 

(requires two szjptures) 

0 Newsletter Subscription Only @ S12.50 per year/$20.00 outside the U.S. (does notinrMe menAerAzj% 110 st@atm required) 

Send Check or Money Order To: Atheists United, P.O. Box 57435, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-2435 
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Things +o do: 

Awards Danquet September 9 

LAFF Picnic August I2 

Your Membership or Subscription 
Expires In the Year and Month Shown 
on Your Mailing Label 

a= 

POSTMASTER: TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

V.S. (Ionstitution, IIirst ,~mendment: 

“Congress Shall Jhke 30 Law %qecting an Establishment of LMigion...” 
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