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Teacher Learns a Lesson 
From the History Books 

I have always maintained that schools should be free of students seemed to have a problem with 
religious proselytizing and that teachers should neither promote evolution when I brought it up; I expected 
nor attack religion. However, now that I have been a teacher to hear at least a few young voices raised 
lo these many months, I have a confession to make: I have in opposition. I didn’t find any textbook 
not always kept my atheism at home. pages glued together to keep the kids from 

This doesn’t mean that I have actively proselytized to my hearing the “sinful” ideas of evolution, 
youngsters (middle and high school age). However, I have a situation that seems to be rather common in certain other 
noticed quite a few things during the course of my teaching that states in the union. 
have given me pause to re-think my 
position and try to level the playing 
field a bir. 

“Notbing is preJented that is the 
However, history is a bit 

different. I am, after all, primarily a 

least bit controvemial; Jem.r is treated history and music teacher, and most 
I am a substitute teacher. In that of my assignments are in this area. 

capacity, I have had occasion to visit 
quite a few school, c and teach quite _ 

as an actual hist0kaljg.we.. . ” One of the first history assignments 

a few subjects. Some of the classes I’ve taught include history, 
I had was at my old alma mater, 

social studies, music, algebra, PE, general science, biology, 
Polytechnic High School in Sun Valley. It was test day, and 
all I had to do was administer the tests. Well, as luck would 

ancl evtn Vcldugu I-IiUs High SL~IUWI’~ Academic Decathlon. have it, the test was on the First World War and one of the 
First the good news: I have yet to see the subject of evolution Continued on page 2 
vs. creationism as a subject for debate. The biology 
and science textbooks I’ve seen have all been quite 
good in presenting evolutionary principles in a clear and 
thorough manner. Not one of these even mentions 
creationism. Morcovcr, the scicncc tcachcrs I’ve IIK~ 

have been quite steadfast in saying that as far as they are 
concerned, there is no controversy; it’s simply something 
that doesn’t come up. More good news: None of the 
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NO. we’re not! Some of us are finding 

coffee and conversation at 

AyoUth Coffee Night 
8:OO p.m. t+ndays at Lutu’s Atibi 
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July Gerwral Meeting Sunday, July 23,200O 

Atheists Speak Out! 
Members of AU exercise their golden tongues at our annual 

sI~e~.h contest in the July 23 AU meeting. Speakers in each of two 
categories, (5-7 minute and 1-2 minute speeches) will vie for your 
interest and the judges’ accolades. This meeting always brings a 
variety of new and provocative ideas, and members always leave 
with something new to think about. 

The meeting will be in the Center for Inquiry West, 5519 
GICXVCMJ~ Blvd., in the Marina area of Los Angeles. 

The board meeting will start at 11:OO a.m., with members’ 
concerns the main item on the agenda. (Another board meeting 
will CUIIV~IK at CFIVlr at 11 a.m. on the second Sunday of each 
month. This month that will be July 9. Members are welcome 
to attend that meeting.) 

The social period will begin at 12:30. 
The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.‘m. with announcements and the 

speaker, followed by a break. Questions and answers will follow the 
break. We’ll have discussion and reports, then sound-off before 
adjourning. Those who wish will reconvene for after-meeting eating 
lt Dinah’s, 6521 S. Sepulveda Blvd., LA. 

www.bankofwisdom.com
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What is An Atheist? 
What is an atheist? This is a trite question. We atheists have Atheism so considered seems a denial, a negative. It is a 

probablr given some serious thought to the definition of what 
wc profess. But we have long since heard the answer, and it 

nugatory value, something below zero. Does that definition 
fully define us: the absence of theism? Others are theists; 

is so narcral: so simple and so conventional that we can recite we are not. 
whar an atheist is v&hour raxing our cerebral cortex. Bur does a starement of what we are L\JOT constitute a 

An atheist is a person who is not a theist, Atheism is the statement of what we are? Are there multiple categories of 
absence of theism. Case closed. what a person, who is not a theist, might be? 

Continued on puge 7 

CO-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Con tin wd from page I 
questions read: ‘7XJhose side was God on in World War One?” First of all, I was struck with the stupidity of the question, and 
didn’t make too ,much effort to hide my feelings about it. One of the students asked out loud: “Mr. Kelson, are you religious?” 1 
told him that my views on religion were not important; what was important was how they interpreted the question. 

That incidenr leas not too bad, but I did notice that 
the textbook they were using had a number of positive 
religious references. 1 noticed this in other histor! 
textbooks not only at this school, but at others as well 
Then 1 was given a long assignment at Olive Vist: 
Jliddle School in Splmar. This school uses one primaq 
history book for both sixth and seventh graders 
and it covers the ancient and medieval worlds. 1 
read the chapter s on the emergence of Christianiq 
with great interest. Nothing is presented that is the 
least bit controversial; Jesus is treated as an actua 
historical figure, and the decline of the Roman Empirc 
is presented without even considering Christianiry as : 
possibie causative factor in the intellectual stagnatior 
that soon embraced Europe. 
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1 mm had enough. When I presented this material; 1 
gave my own spin on things as much as I could withou 
appearing to be a “fire-breathing” atheist (which oi 
course I am!). I told the kids that I was not attacking 
anyone’s religious views, but was simply presenting 
the historical record as I understood it. I mentionec 
that there is no evidence outside of the Bible thai 
anyone named Jesus actually lived; it is a question oj 
faith and not fact. 1 pointed out contradictions in the 
gospels. 1 pointed out how corrupt the papacy has 
been throughout its history (again, I told the students 
that 1 was not attacking the Catholic Church, but simply 
presenting history). 

I was occasionally surprised by the responses. For 
example, when I mentioned that one of the Renaissance 
popes spoke of the “fable of Christ”, a student asked 
ii this pope was an atheist. At this point, a young 
man in the back of the room yelled out: “Yeah! 
Atheists rule.” 

Maybe there is hope for our young people! 



Book Review Pqe 3 

R:;rJy does 2 book co.mc Aong rI-.at hx c-nc-)cdh cclurage to 
c:nc:tjon tke tenets of Chri5dxiy and its r.cgatiYe ra:~-&;itions. A 
Christianity ntzd Ittcc,st is st:ch a book. In it, the :.uthors 
(jr n-hat may be 2 uniq:le stuc;‘y) try to dcrcrmnine nhcther 
2 correlation cxjsts brnvcen a strictly Ckristian religious 
uzhrinsing and rcs:xl cbuse of voung sir15 in the fr.mj.h~. 

’ The 
i 

csrhors ~K.IS on g:IrIs rather t?a;n boys beca~:se the 
r,.xxbcrs of zbuses are subrtxxinlly bigher n-ith s!rls. Tn the 
Setherlxds, vihere the studies n-ere conducted, the es&mates 
range betu.ecn fi1.e and fifteen percent for girls, and one 
pcrccnt 5x Soys. No rcsc-arch YCIS done to detertine n-hc:her 
strictly religious families ha\-e higher sexual abuse rates than 
.xo&r;ltc-ly xdjor non rc-ligious families, as that nxs Lot the 
~XpcJX of the book. 

The focus is on ten xvmen jnterrie~xd by the authors, AI 
of whom \vcre between the ages of twer.ty,--fil-e ar.d fiftyseven. 
No one under the r.ge of t\vcntp was intcr:~je,.ed, as the 
Liutkors \5’cre uncertain about Chf? porcntislly negzd\-e affects 
of the study on younger partjripants. ;111 of the u.omen 
in the study n-ire scsurlly zbL:ed as children. \Yith one 
c?xcption, al! the Fubjccts came from ytrictl;; rcL:gious fzrnilies. 
The one non-rl-lii;ious x.oman a-ho was studied came from a 
male Jornjnsted, patriarchal fxxilial L1pbringir.g. 

Tlx.0 primary questions zre examined. One, hov; can the 
sexual ahuse of girls occ;Ir in Ctrj,tjan families, and two, 
n-hat is the impact of a rc-ligjcus upbringing jn the fz.rr,lIy, 
school, and church on these girls. While seeking answers to 
the first question, ttry found that these nomen n-ere \-i&Ins 
of 2 strongly patriarchal upbringing by their parents a-ho both 
stressed and practiced the belief that men are superior to 
a-omen and :hat women shocld be Fubxr\-icnt to men at alI 
times. This belief is taught, reinforced and juslifird through 
the sexist dogmas of the Clxiztjan Bible, churches, and schools. 
.Ul of these display a strongly anti-n.ornan bias and tend to 
condemn acmen as innately icferior. The authors belieye that 
rhere is a d&&e relationship bet\%-etn these views xd :esual 
abuse in families, as fiztt,crs and brothers believe &at, since rhe 
Bible 2nd church teach that men are the head of the family 
aind women are no more than possessions, +Lhe men are free to 
do as they please. These men >.lse variocs Biblical passages 
2nd church teachings as justiEcation for abusing girls and 
also to keep hem quiet so they \;Al not report the abuses. 
.Ilthough the authors do not believe that religion propagates 
a patriarchal mentality xjth the intent of stimulating men 
to scsually abuse girls, the)- do believe that sexual abuse is 
the ultimate conseqnence of a propagated morality which 
“de;xlues n-omen and makes them inferior to men.” 

The ncthors disco\.er, while seeking ar.s\vers to the second 
question, Aat the impact of a religious upbringing on these 

\vomen is poxcrful. Gt:ilt, repression, and anger are all 
ingrcdiccts in the traumas espxienced by these 7;\‘orxen. Jlan) 
felt guilt because the abusers convinced Them that the abuse 
\~as their ov;n !a& (ifter Al. :he 7;icrilr. tempted the abuser). 
This absurd cl&x n’as used by sex-eral of the offenders yiho 
would then use the ctory of .Idam and Eye and other Itories 
in the Bible, depicting xvzxn as temptresses and cinvxs, to 
justif rE.e abuses inflicted on them. Because of this g@Ir, and , 
the con;-icdon that no one aould believe &cm, the victims 
were reduced to silence, repression and anger, lx-hi& they 
carry \vith the-m to this day. 

NoThers u.ere c~4ly poxerless in these sitJadons, as the) 
:oo had been tat:ght to he srbser\-jrnt to men. Thus, these 
girls had very f:n. place: to tern for he!p or advice. Naturally, 
the ch.xch nas of Little or no he!p; most tended either not to 
belie\-e the victim or to try and minimize the abuse. 

The authors conclude that there is indeed a concection 
bct\r-een a strict Christian upbrir,ging and sexual abuse of 
girls in the family. This fact would probably surprise few 
freethickcrs, but, as stated before, th!s book n;ay be the first of 
ix kind to provide 2s n,ilh the actual documentation of x-hat 
so many of us hare long suspected. Christia.nly’s pztrjarchal 
dogmas are ~iq;lestionir.gly rhe root ca::se. 

On a hcarre.n!ng note, nine out of ten of these women 
ultimately became SO disgusted with religion that the) 
completely broke away from the church, although many of 
them nere unable to totally free themselves from a belief in 
God. In t&se cases, howe\-er, their god becomes magicaLly 
transformed from the patriarchal bibScal god to a “ki;inder, 
gentler” force. 

-4s they esFosc the Christian church, its hypocritical 
teachings, and blatant conten;pt toward women throughout 
!ts I4strxy, the acthors make a final appeal to the church to 
acknov.lcdge and change its sexist a-ays. By doing so, they 
offer hope to both Christian and non-Christian women alike 
in striving ton-ard acquiring an equal position xvithin the 
church and in society. 

Nelson to Speak 
On Sunday, July 23, AU Coprcsidcnt Jon Nelson 
-,x-ill give a talk at the “Onion” Scpulveda Unitarian 
Uniwrcalist Sociq, 9550 Haskeli Avenue, North 
II&. The talk n-ill be on “Morality, Relative or 
,Ibsolute?’ and n-ill begin at 10:45 AM. 



Some Food For Thought 
by Robert A. Richert 

-3bout o~:ce per n:onth I gather a group of into-llectual 
frc-cthjnkers to do lunch. Rcg;llar rttcndeec: include a profes- 
:ior;al \s-ritcr and tn:ii$cian, a rerircd philosophy profcscor, 
a retired biology profess or, and other friends u.-ho visit 
0cc:::ior:nlly. \Ye ha\-e some very interesting corn-erxitions. 
;‘it ox last luncl-..eon, I zkrd :he pMosopher ii it is true that 
the o~ex~helming majority of professionals in his field are 
non~hcists. He repLed sffirmati\-elj: Professional philosophers 
arc experts on iscues relel-ant to rhe existence of God. If 
rhcse experts are moody con-theistic, it is atiomatic that they 
have good reasons to be SO. The freethought community 
should exploit this fact. I \x.onder if any polls have determined 
the perccntLgc of theists to nontheirts. amongst their ranks? 
LU of this in+red me to nrite this paper and to pose some 
q.Jestions and comment on related issues: Is theism srill 
intcl!ectually credible? Is philosophy the sole domain for 
questions regarding the existence of God? What is the role of 
h:Jman emotion \-errus reason in relationship to belief? T-he 
xsxc’ts to these and other rela:ed questions are important to 
the frcethought community. 

I3efore lunch I was under the im?rcs:ion that all philosophi- 
cal arguments for the esi:tence of God had been soundly 
thrashed, leaying educa:rd theists rexeating into “Faith” as 
justification for belief. ;‘\iy fr:‘er.d n-as clcick to point out 
rhat a small contingent of conserx-ative, theistic professional 
+iIocophers has earned the respect of their peers. They are 
flat crackpots rhar one can dij,misz lighdy. lUston, Plandnga 
and Sa.inburne are prominent representatives of this group. 
A few “disciples” of rhese philosop!xn often attend Center 
for Inquiry meerings in Cosra Mesa. One ~nusr be well 
versed in logic and vanguard philosophy to debate xirh these 
bright believers. Their arguments seem novel and sound 
co.mpelljng. 

I suspect, however, tht at least some of these “no\-el” 
versions arc just the tired old cosmological, trlec~logical, etc., 
arguments with new packaging. My xspicions became aroused 
because of recent creationist tactics. Their advocates lost 
major court cases during the 13SO’s because critics easily 
demonsrrared rhe obvi-iuus rc?igi;j,xl 1~hi11d CrcatiuIl Scicxc. 
Now, the creationists gse terms such as, “Intelligent Design 
Theory,” “Abrupt Appearance Theory,” etc., in an attempt to 
pass consdrudonal scrutiny by 5uur1&r1g pxcly xicndfic. Arc 
these modern theistic philosophers using similar tactics? Are 
they using more esoteric language and comoluted arguments 
Welch, nhen stripped bare, say essentially the same tlxings that 
Aquinas and others said centuries ago? Are they motivated 
by something other than an objective search for truth? 
Considering the contirxous retreat of theism intellectually 
jn the last few centuries, I’m doubtful rhat this new brand 
aill turn the tide. These “bright believers” represent a tiny 

minoriry of :he religious population. 
\Nl:ile rr,o!t rh&ts arc no: ljght-hearted (they are pas:ior,atc) 

about their lxliefs, cspcrience tells me rhat most are light- 
headed when confronted to defend their beLitfs ratioxlly. 
I’m amazed by the poor argu.ments and sloppy thinking That 
I hear over and oyer again. Part of this stems from societal 
pro:?Xticns against ta:king about rcljgion in everyday life, and 
part is due to lack of rducatic.n. This brings up an interesting 
q;lestion: If the gcncral public were reqtired ;o take extensive 
philosophy courses would belief in God decline Fignificantly? 
I suspect that belief aould decline but not to the point \shere 
most people became nonthcists to the degree of professional 
philosophers. \Yhy? Perhaps philosophical jusrification is a 
n;inor component of human religiosity. 

Skeptic Magazine publisher Michael Shermer recer;tly 

conduc:cd an interesting survey in which he asked a large 
sample of people, 1. “IYhy do you believe in God?’ and 2. 
“Why do you +Jxink That other people believe in God?” To the 
latter qcestion, most responded that others believe based apon 
emotion, but for =hemselves, most respondents claimed to be 
compelled by the argument fro.71 design... in ocher words, “The 
other gly b&\-es by means of his emotions bur I believe 
because the order and complexiq of the ugi\-crsc demand a 
rctioixl csplanation, and for me that explanation is God.” 

Shermer’s survey in&cares that most people do har’uor 
radonal (or at least Lvhat they perceive to Se tatiorxlj justification 
for their beliefs. Hox.c\-cr, when IIIU~~ pcc~plc t&.11\ .~LUUL 
God they tend to use emotion-laden rather &an objective or 
:cient;fic language; for esxmple, “God @\-es rneanjng to my 
lift.” “He h~-c~ IIIC ad I h\ c Him.” “I ltxl HIi> ~JICXXKC,” clc. 

1Ul the above strongly suggests that philosophical justification 
for btljef is subliminal to the emotional anchor That belief 
p~u\iJc-s. I-Ix~an cmutional need often ovcrwhclms the abilit)- 

to reascn, ask anyone a-ho has bought a new car. This might 
explain nhy people retain beliefs that are demonstrably false, 
and \vhy some professional philosophers xill cling to theism. 
For deeper understand.ng, one must move beyond philosophy 
into the beha\-ioral sciences. J~olumes have been written 
about t11r p~~cl~ulugy of Icligion. The behavioral sciences 
x3.l eventu;Jly re\-eal more inFight about \vhy people maintain 
rc-Jigious beliefs that ate out of step with current knowledge. 

011r uf VU IUIJL!I~UI~ Icgulars is a biologist. IIe likes to say 
that humans have a brain evolved for hunter-gathering onto 
xvhich has recently been plastered a thin veneer of civilization. 
It does seem amazir,g to most freethinkers that traditional 
religious beliefs are still very much a part of our culture, despite 
rheit lntcllectual obsolescence. Perhaps the biologist is on to 
something. Now, that is food for thought! 



A theists Speak @u t! 
Atheists United{dAnnual Speech Contest 

July 23rd, 29t$6 1 :OO p.m. 
Who: 

What: 

When; 

Where: 

Why: 

How: 

_ 
All members of Atheists United may 9: $&pate, as well as those who may not be members but d 
are in accord with Atheists United’sp”$tis and purposes. AU members will be given priority over 
non-members if the number of spea$rs has to be limited due to time considerations. 

The contest will be in two parts: I,)’ i 

Part 1: Short, 1 to 2 
s for those who want to speak in greater depth un a subject. 

both contests) should be on a topic related to atheism or the 

International. Winners will receive a 

est, 5519 Crosvenor Blvd., Los Angeles near the Marina. 

thru our cable 

out on issues imporranr to rhem. We 
broadcast them to a wider audience 

LINE FOR ENTRY: JULY 5TH, 2000 

i 
t 

To enter, fill our the f orm and send it to our address: 
Atheists United * P.($‘gox 57435 . Sherman Oaks CA 91413-2435 

ional information about contest rules and suggestions about 

ome Thoughts on the Contest 

re not an expel-ienced 
as saying what you have to s 
You can choose to be videotap 

Our monrhly meetings and cab 
why we hope the speeches will 

How you became an atheist 
texts or oaranormal beliefs . 

er don’t be afraid to participate. Winning or losing is not as important 
est will be videotaped for our public access cable television project. 

are some uf the few places where atheistic views can be heard. That is 
of atheism related content. Here are some suggestions: 

bible vs women . Church and State issues . Humorous looks at religious 
ical horrors committed in the name of religion . Personal experiences with 

w-w--- I_---  ~-_I~--~--“-I_“- 

Name: __-__----------_-_--____________________----- ___________----------~~~~ 

Address:_______----------------------------------------------------- -------------------~~ 

City, State, ZIP: _________________________ --__-------- E-mail address: _____ 

I wish to speak in : 0 l-2 minute contest 0 5-7 minute contest 

(Optional) Title(s) of your speech/speeches:- 

____--------~~~~~ 

Cl Both contests 
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Yes, th~~~~e-h~@kmged (it was the Los Angeles Alliance of Atheists, Humani&,and Ethical 
Culture brganizakms), but the picnic is the same. 

i ‘1 \ 
‘i d’ t : \ \ 

The Lo&ingdes Freethought F 
‘1 

e cl eration sponsors the annual ‘$~~ner ---?. 
\ I 

,: i 
“ \ 
: 

get-together for freethinking folk- 
\ // 

/-“’ 

; \ 

i Satuday, August 12, at 11:00 am. ) 
,H**‘; Rm.bury Park 471 Rcxbury Dr. (at Olympic) in Beverly IMls / t 

,’ ,/’ 
/ \ ! ,,.. i 

-L.-- ‘1 
------~~. \ /I 

‘\ 
\\. 
:‘\. Tlz food is free!* 1 /i’\ t 1. \\ 

‘l. 
Bring a friend. \ 

Bring a dessert, if you WA. 
,.r-------- 

\\ ‘j\ 
\ 

./I / 

1 ‘1 ..’ ,/ 
/ 

““-L. 
* Once again, we pla$ Lilli~~~~i8,~I~~~~‘~~ 6 

,’ 
Freethinker on my Lack!” 

i /” 
// \ t 

@ Once *ain, we model our Lest T-shirts for the ES&q! T/Shirt Contest. 
‘* ! \; 

* Once again, we eat the free food and walk th e f ree walk, talk the free talk and 

&ink the free tho*hts. 

*Food furnished bp LAW. 
Drinks generously donated by Stan Unger. 
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A ncrn-crone might be many things. On the other kand, a.scsuzl doe: not lez\-e man) alternatives to sexual. Consider xs+at a 
ncjn-man mibht be. Is that a caticfacror~ idcntificdtion of zo,mc-t:hing? So. \Ye ha\-en’t sol\-cd \vhether our nor,m?.n is “ar;imaJ, 
7%.r.getable or i%rx r;tl.” Not crcn if 3 itlf-Jd~Iiiifif?~ i:sclf as a “notiman” or an “a-mxi.” The latter consideration seems to 
imply sentience, :cKax-artness ., and capabiliq of corrznunicxion by uce of abstract symbols. That would seem to narrow the 
ider.titj- of a non-:nan or an a-.man doxx to a hurxn b6r.g beyond irfancj- ’ XKI with a sound mind. A non-man is not a dog 
or &impanzc-e, if it is able conceptualize and say it is “non-rnan.” 

Fewer thin 20 qaestions sre nc-cezsary. But a nonman m&h: be a boy. Or might be a woman, or a girl, or even a talking 
mxhinc, a. record or an audio Tape, a t&phone, or an echo, or a parrot. 

-‘Ire there likewise a variety of things that one co.Ad be without being a theist? 
Can a person T;t-ho is not a theist belie\ 

in supernatural rays in the atmosphere- 
brainless and purpocele:s, havir.g nl 
dc:ignn’ Or can he believe in the beautifL 

Name the Newsletter Update 
sur.ligtt--believe and \i;ursl-.ip it as With :‘ewer than ten ‘xllots received, tEe Name the Newsletter contest is ended 

ti;\lne force-and ytt be a non-thejsi with no chcn g* e The $SO prize to the entry receiving the most -,‘Otes 1~31 be 

or an a-rhcist? Can he believe that hi annoccced at the Alvards Banquet September 9. 

mind is controlled by Cal-&-aliens or al Because ne believe it speaks to other frecthoxgkt issues as well, we decided to 

those about kim are ear&-aliens or mint go ahend rind run Mike’s opinion piece. 

snatchers, a-Me not being a theist? - Editur 

I-lal-e \ve deilncd oxselves by sayin! 
that we do not believe that there k a got 
or gods? Does atheist mean nontheist 

Accuracy or Wit 
nothing more or less? 

Looking Into the Eye Of the Question 
IT’S im;7ortznt that x’e choose a rleu,slerter name that point? us jn a ywitjve 

direction, rather rhan ;Jlctling to oEr religious opposites. The hjggest rca:on 
If we &fine ours&-es by saying nha Atheists Unired’s membership remains small jr, spite of its terrific ideas 2nd brilliant 

ne are not, doesn’t That act in:.ire god mcmbera i 
r . 

5 our hxat1on on our ncg~tn-e J ‘dentit): ratl:er than offcring sornet&,g 
?xlken or other ;;theists to imagine tha positive to porential members. 

rthcists may lack xxxthing, Fomethini Ye define ours&-es by \\-hat we are not, rather than v.+.at we are. Most of us 

\vhjck other prople, n-ho do nor appenc identify uith the “zthcist” m&ker, btcsuse that’s the most useful \vord that comes 
a- to the-ir generic name, have? Doesn’, close to describing JS, \\-hich most people are likely to understand. Hoaever, we 

that definition of us reduce us, make u: must also recognize its negating lexicology. 
ir:complcte beings, a; Ica>r ir+iLiLly, iI1 2 I xvonld prefer to divest myself of any u-ordin g involving the cnncqx of thricm, 

way of conceiving ourA-es? and hope we choose a name for our internal nc,yslerrer that publicizes an affirmative, 
In short, can we not mnke a positior artractive, positive +sion of our accurate rc2lity. My favorites are: Beacon, 

ctatrmcnt of nhat we are a-ithout imok- Eylorer, Lighthouse, and I’m torn benveen Reality Check or Logical EKquirer. 
ing bv word \vhat we consider to be ,4cc,xacy or n-it. Elmm. Now, those are attractive characteristics. 
nothing, a nonentity? I have to admit that ercn my submission, “The Ultimate Authority,” carries a 

We are nor Iackers, parrial Ltir:gb likt :tir.g of cor.descension to religionists. Despite being very clever, names like* Relief 

:he half of an egg ul;ich Plato conceived RclieJ The B?ind H+~tcl;n:aJuz~ The Gospel Truth, Nothing on Faith, and Nihilum 
a man or a woman :o be. Believers in e.~ Alachina all fixate on oxr nemesis rather than reach toward new friends. 

or worshjppers of lhe supernatural XT While WC realists (if I may offer a new moniker) are being victirni7ed in a 

defectix-es. They lack discrimination, battle of words and laws, what fresh young idealist is gonna hop on board a 

xcurate judgment, logic, a sense of the vessel at war? Despite their creatix-ity and our devilish delight in them, names 

prtposterous, an asscred grasp of reality such as TI?e Good Fight, lconockast, Infidel, ,VO Excuses, and Nobody’s T’oice 
and truth. If they are deluded so as to will keep strangers at a distance. 
be unzble to distingish between reality I woxld e\-en go so far as to say that our officers should make a very 
and supernatural voices or metaphysica1 undemocratic, executive decisions ar,d limit our choices to positive names. We 
images of their mind, they lack sanity. need to shape rhe future of Atheists United toward success, if we are to win over 

Continued on page 8 those who have yet to wake up. 
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What’s in a name? Tippif’ ‘vhAt js Bn A*J’eist? Co,~ril12rPnJ;lo,~,p,rge 7 
fiy Da72 L/ZiiMCT If rhq !rck the norI*-“ ,.A use of thtir sc’nccs and nat-oral j..ldgment, 

\~Acn a:.ked to tie:ine ;IthGt, the :r.o:t ccxmon is 
they lack rhe truth. 

Positiw n.crds to rtp!nce aLhei:m or atheist have been u.;cd: rcxlist~ 
a-, xyithout + :heos, god, xl.ithout god. This is a \-erv . 
passive lone. I a-o:Jd call it cubmis:ive. I urge ;;ou to 

rationa!i:t, hu.mani:t, agnostic (another negative). 
-4s I like to use it, the xxwd sthcism is a posjtive. Tt is a bclicf or a 

nt\-er xc it. 1~ zlso in,plich ~uu IKLCI x.mcd:~~,g juu 

Jcm’t hnve. T!3e nest cTep up is 

coxiction that, “There i: no god - and ne\-er .,vas.” Note rhzt 1 :ay, “I 
“I don’t b&\-e in god.” be’ieye )Y _ . . . 

Many ]-cars ;.go 32 lYgli5h rexher 
not, “I do not believe tE.ere is a god.” There is a ciiffcrcnce. 

llis is :ri!l lw:iye. 0 
urged me ro not U~C a p;i>>i\-e wice. 1 didn’r really 

ne could be comple:~ly i-.Fxthctic zr.d bc-Eel-e nothing. Or one could 

underctand x~t)- ur;J ;.ery recently. Scst comes “I think 
sly, “I dG17’t ‘dive rhcre is a god. I never think about it.” 

(c)r I b&\-e) there is no god.” That is as mild as \ve ever 
I believe that there is no god, Sate the word “believe” That is 

riced to !x. I prefer think beczuse it imptied a ratior,al 
not absolute ctrtaicty, not cncl~ange;ibility--for I might possibly be 

p:oc~ss x-id Se!ie\-e has no scch jinplicztion. When 
persuaded !n circ~n;stance inco,cei\nble to me now That rhere is a 
god. I try to keep my nYnd open and my mental op’j,ns free. If 

::zktd if a god ‘1. cx’qts the OIllV possible ;inSnTr5 are yes, , as sctnxs to me the SOSesistcnce of a tclrological god above rhe 
no, and I don’t know. Our only an>\\-cr is no. I’es “Id known laws of nature cannot be demonstrated beyond Al doubt. 1 
I dor:‘t know cannot apply to an atheist. Whtn rheists 
srpe about thi idea of a god 2nd that idea of a god they 

consider my ‘xlief a theory even more certain (if that is possible) 
t .an the main disco\-crie.s and appreE.ension which wpport ir, the b 

are using rrickery and maniFulsrivn if rhcy don’t bclicv~ theorp of evolu~on 
jn C?ose gods. Except in very rare situations Theists or& 
believe in a creator god that can be talked to. 

Thus stheicm to me is nor a negation. It is more than its name. 

I tl-tink a-e sho;llii U>C “Ll.crc is 11~:~ god.” YCS, I Liuw 
It is belief in reality. 

Ihat is too much for ox memberskip at this time. I 
;Irhrist means wmcthing xher than a creatcre, an object crcntcd. 

\\uuld like for -he mcnibers to :a]; in unison at the ctart 
Looking in my book of antonyms under “creature” I find C:R17S.1’l‘OR. 
Good! 

of rr:rcrings “I am zn aTheist” f4lon-cd by “there is a70 I can use that. 
god”. Yes, I know that is too much also. That’s what an atheist is. 
--- --- -------__-- ------em __---, 

/? theists 3 
1 want to help 1 ~nitfxl 

build a Rational Alternative for all Americans! 
Please charge the following pledge amount to my Visa or MasterCard on the 3 3rd 0 18th of each month. 

Ll$lOO 3 $,50 0 S25 3SlO Cl Other amount over $10: 

I would like to contribute to Atheists United with a one-time gift. Please charge my Visa or Mastercard with the gift amount of: 

cl $1000 0 $500 0 $250 cl $100 Cl $50 cl Other amount over $10: 

Visa/Mastercard number: expires: 

Print Name: Date: 

Signature X 
Monthly pledges are for a period of one year. You will receive notification of renewal time, but your pledge will be automatically renewed for the same amount unless 
you choose to change it. Your pledge can be cancelled at any time with 15 days notice before the transaction date by writing to Atheists United, PO Bcx 57435, 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-2435, or by callingthe offke at (818) 785-1743. 
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Meeting Dates, Times, Phone Numbers 

AUGen - ,4theists United General Meeting: Fourth Sunday, except December. 
1 
! 
Freethought “Links” ! 

11:OO ,4M, board meeting, 12:15PM, social hour; l:OOPM, meeting. Center for i For those of you who are connected to the , 

Inquiry West, 5519 Grosyenor. Info: (818) 785-1743. I Internet, check out the following websites! 1 

AUOC - i\theists United Orange County: Brunch. Second Sunday, 10:30AM, ~$$.s~;~~rg 
Irvine Ranch House Restaurant (formerly Jolly Roger’s), 1727 E. Dyer Rd., 9 Wv.atheistauiance.org 
lroinr, one block east of 55 Freeway. Info: David (714) 220-1777 or c-mail: A,+&stfl//&,n~~, 
ocau@,thinkdontpanic.com. i wwwslonet,org/-ipaaslo 

I 

AU San Ibis O&b0 
AUSFV - Atheists United San Fernando J7alley: Discussion Group. Third \~ww.egroups.ccm 
\Yednesday. ?I’>1 IHOP Restaurant, 6429 van SUYS Blvd., Titan Nuys, UIIC bluck ,/am the ‘ltbe~jt~~~~~e~~~c &~O~JT dlJc”ssfon 
N. of Victory Ulvd. Info: Sam (818) 993-1353. 

AUSLO - Atheists United San Luis Obispo: 3rd Saturday, 3PM. County/City 
Board member email addresses: 

Library. Info: Peggy (805) 544-l 580. 
Bobbie Kirkhart: Bkirkhart@;aol.co. 

! Jon Nelson: jonanelson@earthIink.net 

AyoUth - Young Athei,tL ‘c c Coffee Night, Mondays 8:00 p.m. Lulu’s ,$hbi, ATJ Office/Margie Farber: margieE@juno.com ’ 
1640 Sawtcllc (just south of Santa Monica Bl.) Info: hktt (310) 993 1876 , Henry Farber: margief2@juno,com I 
or Monica (310) 383-8409. ’ Harvey Tippit: hartip@earthlink.net 

Ken Ronnell: KhbonneIl@aol.com 
ECL4 - Ethical Culture Society of 1.0s Angeles: First and Third Sundays, j Monica Da\ris: ~onicaQ~~e.com 
11:OO AM, Children’s Community School Auditorium, 14702 Sylvan Street, i Steve Gage: steven.s.gage@loeing.com 
Van Nuys. Info: (310) 470-2873. Mark Rockoff: mark1 3?7@iuno.com 

FIN - Freethinkers Toastmsstrrs: Second and Fourth Saturdays, 2PhI. CFI\v, 
Rachel Sene: nontheist@mail.com ! , Newsletrcr cunuibutiun: l3!4dd1art@a01.~01n 

5519 Grosvenor. info: David: (310)479-6318. 
/ 

GALAH - Gay and .I,esbian Atheists and Humanists: First Sunday, 1:OO p.m., The Village Gay and Lesbian Center; Room 135; 
N. MC Cadden Place Los Angeles, Info: Ken: (818) 500-9858 

HALA - Humanist Association of Los Angeles: Third Sunday, 2:3OPhi, hlGM Center, Colorado & Clo\Terfield, Santa 
Monica. Info: (213) 876-9036. 

SHJ-Society for HumanisticJudaism, Third Friday Info: (213) 891-4303. 

SHOL4 - Secular Humanists of Los Angeles: First Sundays, ll:OOAM, Center for inquiry West, 5519 Grosvenor. Info: 
(310) 371-8469. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~....~~~~~~~~~~~~*~~~~~m~~mm~*~~~~*m~m~~m 

Membership Form 
1 support the aims and purposes of Atheists United which are to keep state and church separate, and to promote atheism. I apply 
for membership in Atheists United including a monthly Newsletter at the Level indicated: 

First Name Last Name Telephone 

Name(s) of other family members: 

Address City State Zip 

Date Email 

Signature X 

Payment Method 0 Cash or Check 3 Visa/Mastercard number expiration 
0 Life Member @ $500 0 Sustaining Member @ $100 per year 
0 Regular Member @ $30 per year 0 Limited Income Membership - call or write for details 
0 Family Membership @ $45 per year 0 Other 

(requires two s&natures) 

0 Newsletter Subscription Only @ $12.50 per year/S20.00 outside the U.S. (does not include menrbersb$, no s&nature required) 

Send Check or Money Order To: Atheists United, I?O. Box 57435, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-2435 
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AU Cable TV Listings 
,4 L 1s w-rer$j~ reorgatiiging ur I+&;- AC&T Out.varh &ti. Dtrriq r& ihe then mg lie somt’ iWwtpzo~i in ,brcgramming. Phase Lear w~‘td hs. 
Media CIne, Holl~~ood Ch.37 1:310 P.M. 
Alecha One, \7erdugo Hills 

Sunda! 
Ch.19 Mondsy 83 l?hl. 

hdelphia, Beverly Hills Ch.37 Sunday Between 9-I 1:30 A.M. 
,4de!phia, Xzrina Ch.3 Sunda! Between 9-l 1:X A.M. 
;jde!phia, West I Jolly~ood Cl.3 Sunda! Benveen 3-l 1:30 AM. 
Pldelphia, All Ckhers Ch.77 Sunday Between 3-1 I :30 AM. 
Out of State- Greater Seattle Area 
Washington Ch.23 1 st Sunday 6 p.%lM. 

.Sl‘i.‘.Y [~~~/wr~t~t~~?c, Likifl~ .Tnakes. Lititisf Lri2s & ~Yon~ms2,~ Pro_srani 

Charter Cahle, T .ong Beach Ch. 65 Tuesda! 4:3C p.m. 
Frida! S:30 p.m. 

Worfd_~o:i like to see our programming on gour iocai cabie pubiic access? ca/i the o&-e to hc(b! We need fcca! residents in areas in order tn pet 
ourprogramming on the aif! 

IWSIDE I-HIS ISSm: 
Co-presjcknt’s IIeqssge: Txssons from the History Books . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pg 1 

General Meetin~July 23: Speech Contest! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . % 1 
Xame the Newsletter Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... Pg 7 
thingstodo: 

Enter speech contest-Entry form inside 
Go to &tt-&%e MJT picnic - See insert 
Volunteer for outreach in Venice or Santa Monica 

Your Membership or Subscription 
Expires In the Year and Month Shown 
on Your Mailing Label 

GF 

POSTMASTER: TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 
PLEASE DELIVER PROMPTLY 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POS?‘AGE 

PAID 
Van Nuys, CA. 
Permit No. 888 

U.S. Constitution, First Amendment: 

“Congress Shd JZake 20 lhxJ LRespecting an f%zblishmenl of SL?eligion...” 
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