
:\s some o 
“payment” to 
done for AU. 

f you know, I went to church recently. It wa:: of a person swallo\ving bitter medicine 
my friend Ann for sonle valuable work she had wid7 only a siim hope of;! cure. I wanted 
She took me to Agape @ronounccd ah-gab-pa!.), to reach out to ~hesc people, to give them 

a church in Keligious Science. They are thrologi:lcallT; liberal, AU cards and assure them that there is 
but their services are the stand-up-and-shout varicv, more a rational way to cope with ahatever 
often al;sociatcd with fundamentalist Christians. Only eight ails them. 
!‘ears old, the!, have a 9ock of 5,OOir, so I went in thinking The majority, however, was happy, 
1 cbuld learn something we might imitate about running a bordering on ecstatic. I didn’t understand, 
popular meeting. I left very glad that we arc not, in any at the time, my unease with this. I grc\v up 
wa!‘, iike this group. in a church, and I have always believed the joys of the worship 

1 envied their professional quality theatrical lighting fantasy to be harmless. But 1 knew, watching this spectacle, 
o\rer a ticrcd stage, which led to a that something was very xvrong, is 
choir loft holding 78 choristers. 1 6 6 Igrew zdp in a church, and I vet-v wrong, with the whole idea. 
remembered our own frantic and have nhvayr beliemd the joys oj%e Finally, I realized that I had the 
ultimately futiie attcmnt to get a same concerns Plato had when he 
group of four or more back-np sing- wo~rh~b~f;lntd.~ to h ham&xi-. . -7 7 discussed the theater. He believed 
crs for (our revivzli. . that the acror aas possessed, nor 

Throughout the one-hour-and-fifty-two-minute emouonal in his right mind, and that his illness infected the audience. 
service. I gew more and tnorc uncomfortable, and undcrstand- He thought that theater should be reserved only for the 
ing the reason has taken some reflection. It did feel a little noblest of purposes. (LYnfortunately, this included praise 
awklvard nor standing and participating. as if I were watchicg to the gods.) 
a bad play xvhich had been written and directed by the untie of For the next two millennia, this obscrvauon worried man> 
the Derson sitting nest to me. 

There was an obvious minority in the congregation which 
critics. If an actor, pretending to be somconc else, sharing 
visions ahich are not true, moves the othemise rational . 

was not happy. 1 saw pain in the faces of many, the expression members of the audience IO laughter and tears, apparentl! 

April General Meeting 

Continued on page 2 

Sunday, April 23, 2000 

T oastmasters For the unlucky folk who can’t attend Bob Kichert, a founding member of AU and of l+eethinkers’ 
the i?AI convsmiorl in Sacramento Toastmasters, wrll 1:ost the -mrcting. 

Debate (see insert), Ati and Freethinkers’ 
Toastmasters have planned an excel- 

lent consolation. The jy~up will run a debate on a topic of 
interest to atheists for the April 33” meeting. (The exact 
subject had not been decided at press ti.me.j 

This a\vard-winning Toastmasters group is closely associated 
with Atheists United and other members of the Los Angeles 
Freethought Federation. It was organized to train atheists and 
humanists to present our views well. Member Steve Elkins, a 
winner of numerous Toastmaster awards, is currently in upper- 
level competition with a speech explaining freethought. 

At press time, the usual 1 I:00 a.m. hoard meeting seems 
unlikely. (A board meeting \v111 convene at CIW’ at 11 a.m. 
on the second Sunday of each month. This month that will be 
hpril 9. hfembers are welcome to attend that meeting.) 

The social period will begin at 12:15. 
The meeting will begin at l:ilc! p.m. announccmcnts and 

the speaker, followed by a break. Questions and answers will 
follow the break. We’ll have discussion and reports, then 
sound-off before adjourning. Those who wish will reconvene 
for after-meeting eating at Dinah’s, 6521 S. Sepulveda Blvd, 
LA. 

www.bankofwisdom.com
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Co-President’s Message 

trustful of what rhea see, can this be considered sane? 
Fmall~, Samuel Taylor Coleridge settled the issue in most 

people’s minds. He coined the term, “the willing suspension 
of disbelief’. He perceived that people do know that the pla) 
isn’t true, and their behavior outside the theater demonstrates 
that knowledge. We suspend our dtsbelief, he sai6, in order 
to concentrate our emotions. 

These people are the victims of the mainstream church 
and the “pillars of societl,” who want to keep up their 
fantasy without considering the cost. It is time we held 
them responsible. 

As a Christian and-for more than thirtv vears-as an . 
atheist, 1 have thought of most reliious people as well-meaning 
and harmless. 

It seems that this is true of most churchgoers also. The FinaIly, I know berter. 

Continued from page 1 

people around me were dressed as people who lead ordinary, 
productive lives. It’s not really unusual to hear someone 
explain, “you don’t have to believe all that myth ro get a lot of 
good from the church.” But rarely do they even whisper this 
thought to the believer in the pew next to them. And 
even among most of those who would never deny a 
belief, one has to assume, from the secular paths they 
follow, that if they were to think about their religion, 
they would realize that it was inconsistent with truths 
in their lives. I have often asserted that we are very 
fortunate that most people who say they believe in a 
god lirc as though they do not. 

In traditional drama, there are some people who 
can’t distinguish fantasy from reality. We read the 
stories of tclcvision and movie stars being stalked 
bl, isolated individuals who believe that actors are 
the characters they play. Sometimes the results are 
tragic, but most of the time, because their delusion is 
not socially acceptable, thev get help before the\- do 
serious damage to themselves or to others. 

When it comes to the theater we call religion, 
however, help is less often available. While the folks 
who suspend their disbelief on Sunda!, morning act as 
if the fantasy were not true, thev continue, outside the 
church building, to speak as if it were. The people 
who have trouble distinguishing imagination from 
realjtv are not isolated; they arc encouraged. This 
multiplies their numbers by the thousands. The press, 
of course, informs us of the large group excesses, 
and the mainstream religious community is quick to 
disassociare itself from the “cult” or the ‘iextremist.” 
But for even holy war, there are a milLon cases of 
domestic violence committed in the name of a religion. 
For eve? conflagration such as happened in Waco 
or more recently in Uganda, there are innumerable 
individual suicides of people who could not wait to 
be with their god. For every smarmy televangelist, 
there arc countless people living pathetic lives of 
self-sacrificing service to a master who exists only 
in their imafination. 
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Myth Makes Monkeys of Creationists 
Evolution and the Myth of Creationism by Tim M. Berra, Stanford University Press - reviewed by Jerry Brown 

As its title syqests, this book presents the evidence that important to use all of the antibiotic txescription instead of 

creauonism is or. fact a myth, tha; “creation science” is not stopping when YOU begin feeling better, the ;tns\vcr is here: it’s 
science at all but simpl!, religiou s do,pa and ar. os~moron. evolution at work. Vi/h!. arc the bugs ahvays one jump ahead 
It tells hou- science works, what evolution is, and how it of pesticides? ilgain, e\,olution. 
is knc-j1~1-i to ha\-e occurred. The author says that some of A section is devoted to refutmg the clams VF creauomsts. 
his fellows who read the first draft thought he was coming Radiometric dating is clearly explained, along with the ~‘a!’ It is 
down too hard on the creationists (I think there may be a falsely held to be invalid. Fred Hoyle‘s ohjccdons arc shown 
message there) and that he should maybe soften ir up a bit. to result from straying out of his heId ot expemse. .l’he design 
He decided not to, because it is time to call this issue ai ir argument and irreducible complexity arc dealt with, although 
is. I sa!., “HOOIUE’!” nor much differently than by Dawkins. @laybe that’s the onh 

Al-d that is just u-hat he does. Ever. religion, especially way they CAN be dealt with.) 
fundamentalism, does not escape unscathed. Though man! A very important point mentioned is the increasing problem 
scientists see no more need to oppose creationism than astrol- of scie.ntifically illiterate judges making decisions on scientific 
o><g, Berm sa‘i’s not so. There is no big push to have astrolog issues. 
taught as science in schools, as there is with creationism. The This is an excellent clearly written discourse on the 
whole idea is a threat to the entire educational process and evolution/creation controversy. In this revicnxr’s opinion, 
musr bc taken seriouslv. anyone who can absorb even n part of It and still think 

Several examples are given to show that evolution is a creationism is a valid scientific theory would feel right at home 
current event, suet: as the case of the runawav rabbit population in the Flat Earth Societx-. 
in Australia. And if you’ve ever wondered, as I hare, W.-h!. it’s hi? thanks to Helen.Colton for recommendq rhls book. 

1 used drugs, because 1 couldn’t fxe anything in my Ilfe. 
When I stopped, the withdrawal pains were indescribable. To 
survive, 1 depended on x-arious fixes, including tcmporaq USC of 
prescribed drugs, to help me begin to face s&me things. 

I drank, because I still couldn’t face mysclf. When I 
stopped, I went through so-me physical withdrawal pains, bnt 
mostlv the withdra\val was emotional. But it was \vorth it, 
because without that crutch, 1 had to learn to survive without 
m!- “medicine.” and I began to face myselL 

1 smoked cigarettes, because I still couldn’t fidce stress. 
When 1 stopped, I experienced persistent ansicc. During 
the moderate physical withdrawal, a myriad of colds and flus, 

which my bodv h;td previously- suppressed, manifested - so 
1 was sick, off and on for quite a while. But it ws worth it, 
‘rxcaluse., without that crutch, I could not only breath easier, 
but I was driven to succeed in tinding v.xys to cope with and 
face u-hate\-er stress 1 noa- encounter. 

1 drank coffee, because I still couldn’t face the morning. 
When 1 stopped, I had blinding headaches and fell asleep 
every afternoon for weeks. But it was worth it, because now 
1 don’t get edgy or dehydrated, and I sleep better. My hod!- 
feels so good that 1 can fi)cus on my personal goals, instead 
of just trying to feel better. 

1 had a lot of reckless sex and got Into many unhealthy 

relationships. because 1 srjll couldn’t fact being AJIK. W%cn 
1 stopped, I u-as alone for a long time. But it was worth 
it, hccause during that solita? period, I continued to \vork 
with more determination rou-arc1 hrlf irllprovrulrllt itljcl 1 
surrounded myself with health!. people. 

1 ate a mountain of ur.healthy food, because 1 still couldn’t 
face life w>rhour ir. \Yhen I ~,,ruppc-cl, 111~ \\itlldraw-al ~a5 purcl!- 
mental. 1 couldn’t stop thinking of junk food. But it wasn’t so 
bad: and it was defimtely\, \vorth it, because now my body feels 
excellent - and I even cra\.e healthy food 

I believed in a god concept, because I still couldn’t face 
the little challenges c~f my life. 1 stopped believing gradual]!., 
as 1 learned ro meticuloi!sl~ face ever! facet oi 11~ spal-Ming 
gem my life has ixcomc. 

I didn’t go through \s:ithdrawal, but my friends did. The 
people I had mer on my sniIi,ual l.x1~11 Id A ~I~cntall~ allergic . 
reaction to any discussion of my new ideas. They said I was 
OK, but acted like I wasn’t, and I felt vev sad. 

But it was lvorth it, because I discovered an ultimate power, 
which is a static, non-conscious reahty that surrounds and 
esist withn me. Ilfv ne\v, extremely pragmatic and productive 
spiritual path is the constant exploration of that reality. I 
have shot light years forward, and my life has become an 
adventure. 
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You May Be on 
Convention Program 

Notice to all the gang u-110 are going to the fifth annual 
Atheist Alliance (Convention in Sacramento .4pril 21-23 
(see flier insert if yOU haven’t vet decided): ,4n earl!, part 
of the l’rogr~m will include an “Open Mike” for members 

who wish ro “spout off’ or simple to introduce themselves. 
This scheduling a-as a result of sugestions from previous 
Convcntionc- that ;L time should bc- set aside fc;r jzsr this 

purpose. Thus, people can get some idea about their fellow 
attendees and have some basis for discussions in rhe halls 
or at breaks and meals. 

The scheduled time is Friday, April 21, at 3:3&4:45pm. 
Because of the attendance and, we hope, the great number 
of pcoplc who ma)- wish to speak, plcasc limit yoursclvcs to 

three minutes maximum. This session will occur immediately 
after the Welcome bv Marie Castle and the local hosts. 

ch Check This Out! 3 
What’s in a Name? 

Fifty Bucks! 
As we’ve been promising for some time, Your “Name 

the Newsletter” contest is here! One talented and creative 
member will win a cash prize of $50.00. Those who have 
already submitted are still eligible. (As announced in earlier 
newsletters, to be sure vour submission is recorded and has 
the appropriate date, submissions should be made by mail 
or bv c-mail. If vou submitted in another form, you may 
want to resubmit.j Those who have not submitted and 
wish to do so must have their admissions into the office 
or newsletter editor by April 24. ?Multiple submissions 
are acceptable. All eligible entries (AU members’ first 
submissions of a name not currently in use) will be printed 
in a ballot in the May Newsletter. Also on the ballot will 
be the option to leave the newsletter as it is. Balltits ma) 
be returned by mail or at the May meeting, but they must 
be received by June 15. Unless one name gets more than 
5O?i, of the vote, a run-off ballot of the highest vote-getters 
will be printed in the July newsletter. These votes must 
be received by August 15. 

At least forty votes must be received in order to change 
the name, but if the name is not changed, the person whose 
submission gets the most votes wins the $50. 

The winner will be announced at the awards banquet in 
September. Names of the entrants will not be announced 
until the contest is complete. 

Announcements & 
This letter was printed in the 
Public Forum: Daily News 
Forum: 

Rabbi Michael Gottlieb (&larch 12) seems to be saying that 
he believes that “God” exists because “he” is needed. 

Without “the notion of God,” he sa!s, life is “ultimately- 
meaningless.” His key word is “ultimately.” That is a fancy 
word that means “in the end.” The problem with this is that 
it creates a problem where none exists. W’e do not live our 
lives ro make them meaningful as they come to an end; we live 
them within the meanings of our day to day and year to year 
existences. We find our meanings within families and social 
groups, in “making livings” of occupations, daily work, being 
e.conomicall!, sufficient; of planning ahead for “leisure time” 
and vacations; of creating and being humans. 

Certain of us, however, have been caught up in “preparing 
for life after death.” for being “with God” in heaven after 
the), die. This is what people such as the rabbi mean when 
they speak of “ultimate” concerns. This though is not 
meaningfulness of life: it is meaningfulness of death. 
JThat portion below, the Daily Xews did not include.] 

Gottlieb claims, “W’ithout God, ultimate morality ceases to 
exist.” Here again chat idea of “ultimate” gets in the way of 
seeing morality for what it is, the operating principles amongst 
humans. Our moralities serve to make our lives amongst 
those with whom we iive as orderly as possible, so that there 
aren’t man]’ unpleasant surprises. 

There ire in our societies, and they are a mixed bunch, 
differences that produce often tragic results. From the gang 
warfare in our country to the ethnic conflicts in the Balkans 
and the Near East, we have conflicts and atrocities committed 
by people of “have God on their side.” 

The rabbi does not need a “God” where the absence of 
one does just as well. 

ems, Antiques, 
&mall Collectibles ! 

The !I?~~!,~ of caring for them? ’ 

The !KADAW of selling them? 

Or the /~&~ feeling from giving, 
As well as the thrii/ of a tax deduction. 

j 
I 

AU wants your gold, 
your diamonds, 

your art and artifacts. 

Just call the office. 



Letters 

Member’s Atheist 

Testimony in Daily News 
AU mcmbcr and former Dresident Don hlalvin was a featured 
writer in the hiarch 12 issue of the Daily Kews. Malvin’s 
article, which appeared on the front page oiVicwpoint Section, 
was part of a segment called “The Big Picture.” 

“The Bible Led W’ritcr AWCI!, from God” W:IS the headline 

of this onlr atheist representative of the six stories. 
Rcc&ting fond memories of Hebrew school, which he 

attended to please his grandfather, Malvin said, “1 did not 

intend to become an atheist.. . the process was slow and, for 
years, almost subliminal.” Bur always he had been bothered 
by questions. 

As an adult who studied science, he came to realize that, 
“The Bible is the work of bronze-age people who reveal 
nothmg beyond what was known at that time.” 

In conclusion, Malvin turned around some questions 
religionists often pose. To “Wlat purpose has life without 
God?” he ~ks, “What purpose has life with God?’ 

Dear friends, 
I enjoyed Ken Bonnell’s letter in today’s Daily News. His 

unabridged version, of course, is far better. 
1 have gotten many favorable responses to my article in 

last Sunday’s Viewpoint section. I have encouraged these 
individuals to check our web site: http:/ /au.atheism.org 

If you haven’t read my article, 1 would be pleased ro 
email a copy. 

The following is my response to a Daily News Public 
Forum letter critical of my Viewpoint offering. Hopefully 
it will be published in a few days. (EdiWs n‘stt: It has sinre 

been ptrbhhea!; 

Best wishes, 
Don Malvin (the former Alexander Prairi&j 

Regarding Christopher Chul’s critique (Public Forum, 
3/16/2000) f o my article “The Bible led writer away from 
God” (Sunday Vi&point 3/12/2000): 

Chul states “the Bible predicted man)- scientific facts...“. He 
then quotes Job 2617, ” He spreads out the northern skies over 
empty space; he suspends the earth over nothing.” 

From this Chul concludes, L‘lt clearly predicts the expansion 
of the universe over 3000 years ago and that the earth hangs 
in space as a globe.” 

To me, this is an enormous stretch of interpretation, 
demonstrating if one believes strongly enough, he or she can 
glean almost meaning they wish from reading scripture. 

It has never been my intent to diminish someone’s faith. 
lt is important, however, that the policy makers of our nation 
realize there are many millions of Americans who share 
my philosophy. 

donmalvin@earthlink.net 

Dear Editor: 
Puge 5 

With Proposition 22 having been viqorouslv &bared in our < 
communities and neu-spapers prior ro the March 7 prima?, 
we have been hearing a lot of dogmatic and prejudicial talk 
from the religious side. It is quite distressing, as an atheist, to 
hear such irrational and narrow-minded views, as it reminds 
us of how much religion continues to rule the hearts and 
minds of our communities. 

But there is a silver lining to this that I would urge athersts 
and freethinkers to seize. Much of the debate around Prop 
22 has revolved between honoring what ‘god’ says about 
gays vs. the humanist perspective of honoring all people no 

matter who they are. For a lot of religious people who have 
been raised to believe that Christianitv is all about love and 
tolerance for their fellow man, this dichotomy has created a 
major cognitive dissonance for them. How can they reconcile 
their church leaders’ demands that they discriminate against 
gays to their internal belief that their religion is all about 
tolerance and understanding? 

We on the other side know, of course, that the source of 
this dissonance stems from religion not being divine at all. 
We know that most religious leaders are far more interested 
in exerting their power over the populace and the political 
levers of government than they are in love and tolerance 
of their fellow man. 

What this debate has created is an opening for our message 
to get through. Those that have found themselves in a 
co@tive quandan will look elsewhere, anywhere to resolve 
their discomfort. This is the time that the message of atheism 
has the best chance to be heard and considered. 

Of course, the religious leaders continue to do everything 
in their power to keep that message from being considcrcd. 
And as long as we don’t bother to take action, most of those 
followers pushed to the edge of their belief will be brought 
back to the flock and reassured that their doubts were onl) 
temporaw insanity or the temptations of Satan. 

I urge you to not let this moment slip by. Write to your 
newspaper, talk to your Christian acquaintances, call up radio 
stations. Point out that the source of their dissonance is not 
Satan, bur the false and contradicton- teachings of their faith. 
Encourage them to consider that it’s their religion, not their 
sanity, that is to be questioned. Remind them that religion 
has always been a dangerous and destructive force in society, 
and that this is just the latest manifestation of it. Assure 
them that it’s OK to discard their religion, that there is an 
entire community of rational non-believers who don’t suffer 
such dissonance, who lead happy and fulfilled lives, and 
who are ready to support those who have grown out of 
their religion. 

Momknts like these don’t come often. Seize the day. 
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AvoUth Seeks GenX Involvement 
One of rhc detinmg cl-xactcristics of life is that it reproduces. 

In this wpcct, -,vc seem to fall hchind other indisputable 
exam& of life such as moquIt(Ics and echidnas. Perhaps 
xxik~irluai .91’ m-mlxrs havy children or grandchildren, but 
rhc c\-idcncc i, AIII. 

rll;d for good reason. The youth of today (and ever;. 
day, ior that 1nAtterj l-.as lirrlc interest in lectures, banquets, 
and ril:lnv of rhe C\.CI~P rhar YIL; !~;i:, I I nditicJidl;, s~,,~;Ix>Icc~. 
Evenrs such ai the ArtIycst, AIl~SKalk and the Winter ITair 
somcwhar chr;nge t!r.c balance, but inrolvement a fe\v times . 
a year is not cnougii to compel most of Generation X to pa!’ 
memixrship fees and check the nelvsletter each month for 
these opportunities. 

Still, a couple of anomalies exist in the fvml oi ur~lcr-Xl 

members, and an idea llas emerged.. and even taken shape in 
the form of a wcckly,~ e\rent: the AyoUth (Affee Night. 

The group, &mded by Monica Davis and Narr \Ta~t.)~r, 

is starting off simple with a weekly Coffee Xight at Lulu’s 
Alibi in \V’est 1~)s Angeles (I (,40 .Sawtelle Boulevard, iusr 
south ot‘ Santa Mrjnica 131. and a block frrorn rhc 405). The! 
meet hlondavs at 8:N) p.m. It’s an open format, with an 
emphasis on free discussion n-i& other people who are unlikel) 

to invite YOU rc) bible stud\ or tell YOU that caffeine is the 
work of the devil. 

Kc encourage all people in the 15-35 age group to join us 
for coffee and relaxation. li you !-mow anyone ol these ages, 
don’: hesitate to invite them. The event is open to prospecavc 
mcn-.bers as well, arld u-c: hope to gcr a core group going SC) 
tha: we can plan other events that will captivate the interest 
of rounger people-. 

SW, if JOU or .;omccnc you how is of the S Generation, 

come out for coffee lvith us this Monday! 

We’re Meeting the Challe~g&7 
Afany Thanks to the latest two to step up to 

Don Latimcr’s Challenge - 

Betty Fulford & Fran Prevas 
April is tix last month of this drive and your last chance 

ro enrer thr honor roll of those wkj put the cause of Al; 
and the future oi freethought on the right track. Xext 
month. we’ll see your name here, and in the decades to 
ccome, !~~u’ll be able to see our gowrh and know that vou 
have been a big part of it. 

mmmm*mmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm*mmmm*mmmmmmmm 

.~ Asks... Can you meet the Challenge? 
Yes! I’m prepared to help AU meet Don Latimer’s 

Challenge with a monthly pledge! 
Please charge the following pledge amount to my Visa or Mastercard on the Cl 3rd Cl 18th of each month. 

0 $100 0 $50 Cl $25 cl $10 Cl Other amount over $10: 

I prefer to help AU meet Don Latimer’s Challenge with a quarterly pledge. Please charge the following pledge amount to 
my Visa or Mastercard on the 3rd of March, June, September, and December. 

0 $250 0 $100 Cl $50 III $25 D $10 Cl Other amount over $10: 

I would iike to contribute to the Challenge fund with a one-time gift. Please charge to my Visa or Mastercard the 
gift amount of: 

0 $10000 $500 CI $250 Cl $100 D $50 Cl Other amount over $10: 

Visa/Mastercard number: expires: 

Signature X 
Monthly and quarterly pledges are for a period of one Year, You will receive notification of renewai time, but your pledge will be automatically renewed for the same amount unless 
You choose to change it. Your pledge can be cancelled at any time with 15 days notice before the transaction date by writing to Atheists United, PO Box 57435, Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91413-2435, or bY calling the office at (818) 785-1743. 
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Meeting Dates, Times, Phone Numbers 

AUGen - Atheists United General Meeting: Fourth Sunday, except December. I 1 :OO Ahl, board meeting, .12: 1 _SPhI, 

social hour; ‘1 :O!)Phl, meeting. Center for lnquiq West, 5519 Grosvenor. Info: (818) 785’174.3. 

AUOC - Atheists United Orange Count: Urunch. Second Sunday, lO:SOAM, jolly Roger Restaurant, 1727 E.. Dyer 
Rd., Irvine, one block east of 55 Freeway. Info: David (714) 220-1777 or e-m-ail: ocau(~;thinkdontpanic.com. 

AUSFV - Atheists United San Fernando Valley: Discussion Group. Third Wednesday. 731 IHOP Re~cauranr, 6429 

.Van Nuys Blvd., Van r\juys, one block &. of Victory Blvd. Info: Sam (818) 993-1353. 

ilUSl,@ - Atheists ti:‘lliteJ San Luis Obispo; 3rd Saturday, 3P,M. Guntj-/City IJibrary. Info: Peggy (803) 
544-l 580. 

AyoUth Coffee i%ght - Atheists United Youth Group: Mondays 8:00 p.m., Lulu’s Alibi, 1640 Sawtrlle L31. Info: 

hiatt (310) 2862631 or Monica (310) X3-8409. 

ECU - Ethical Culture Snciety of Los Angrks: First ad Third Sundays, 11:OO AM, Children’s (&nmunity School 

Auditorium, 14702 Sylvan Street, Van Nuys. Info: (310) 470-2873. 

FTM - Freethinkers Toastmasters: Second and Fourth Saturdays, 2PM. CFIW’, 5319 Grosvenor. Info: David: 
(310)479-6318. 

GALAH - Ga!, and Lesbian Atheists and Humanists: First Sunday, .I:00 pm., The Village Gay and Lesbian Center; 
Room 133; N. hlc Cadden Place Los Angeles, Info: Ken: (Sl 8) WO-9858 

I JALA - Humanist Association of Los Angeles: Third Sunday, 2:30Phi, illGlcl Center, Colorado & Cloverfield, 
Santa Monica. Info: (21.3) 876-9030. 

SHJ-Society for Humanistic Judaism, Third Friday Info: (213) 891-4303. 

SHOI,4 - Secular Humanists of Los Angeles: First Sundays, 11 :OOAhi, Center for inquiT Q;cst, 5519 Grosvenor. 
Info: (3 1 Oj 37 l-8409. 

1 support the aims and purposes of Atheists United which arc to keep state and church separate, and to promote atheism. I appl! 
for membership in Atheists L’nited including a monthly Newsletter at the level indicated: 

First Narr.c Last Name Telephone 

Name(s) of other farnil!, members: 

14ddress Ciq State Zip 

Date Emall 

Payment i\lethod 0 Cash or Check 0 Visa/‘Mastercard number expiration 

3 Life Member @ S500 
3 Kegular Member @ $30 per year 
3 Family Membership @! 545 per year 

(requires two s&tiatwe.r/ 

0 Sustaining Member @ SlCli) per year 
0 Limited Income Membership - call or write for details 
0 Other 

0 Newsletter Subscription Only @ S12.50 per year/SX~.OU outside the U.S. (does not include membersb$, NO s@uture mpired.) 

Send Check or Money Order To: Atheists United, P.O. Box 57435, Sherman Oaks, CA 91413-2435 



Freethought “Links” 
For those of you who arc connected to the Internet, check out the following websites! 

ilttp://au.ntheism.(~r~ Board member email addresses: 
A I T Ir IV xrii? Hobbic KirLAart: Rkirkhxtk&ol.com 
ht~://ul~~.athe!stallidnce.orS Hen? Farber: margiei2&..juno.com 
A rtkis: .-‘I liiakw 
htrp://~~~~~,.slonct.or~/‘-ly~auslo 

Stew (iage: ~.tcl,en.s.Sa,~e!fl!boelng.corn 

,*l I,- .San his C~i:i~~~ 
Harvey Tippit: hartip@earthlink.net 
Ken Honnelf: Khbonncll~~~~ol.com 
3ionica ].>)a~rs: pi:icl!~dist3ntshore,com 

AU Oif~cc,i~iargic Farber: mzr~ief@ijuno.com 

Newsletter contribution: B’tirlti7~t@~ol.com 
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Once Again, whiie the Cornmu+ of Faith 
Gathers to Celebrate a Resurrection Fantasy, 

the Community of Recnofl Gathers to 
C&brate the Wonderful World of Reality. 

Join atheists, freethinkers, humanists, rationalists, secular 
humanists, skeptics and all religion-free friends for an un- 
forgettable experience. 

Check the Alliance web site for convention updates. 
www.AtheistAlliance.org 

CONVENTION CONTACTS 
AOF voice mail 916-920-7634 

hkocolQhotmail.corn 
www.rthoughtsrfree.org 

Whv You Will Want To Be At This Convention 
Proceeds from the convention are shared equally by the 
host member society and the sponsor, Atheist Alliance. 
The hosts gain funds for local activities and the Atheist 
Alliance gains funds to support national outreach activities 
and help new groups get started. You will be participating 
in and supporting the coalition-building efforts of the Athe 
ist Alliance, the only democratic, grassroots-based, volur+ 
teer-run, member-run national organization within the 
Community of Reason. 

DISCOUNTED AIR FARES 
Northwest Airlines has been selected as the official airline 
of the Atheist Alliance convention. Call Travel Advisors, 
800-526-9737, and ask for Irene FDlmoret. She will tell you 
the discount (it depends on how many are going). If atv 
other airline has a better deal at the time, she will let you 
know so your travel will be as economical as possible. 

l CONVENTION HOTEL REGISTRATION INFORMATION l 

The convention site is the Hilton Hotel, 2200 Harvard St., Sacramento, CA 95815. Special convention room rates are 
$72 per night, single or double, available for Thursday through Sunday nights, April 20 through 23. You must request 
Rare Code “SAA” to receive the convention rate. Make room reservations directly with the hotel. 

Call bY March 31st to get these rates. Call toll-free 600-3444321 or WHILTONS, or locally 916-9224700. 

CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM (Please endose with payment) 

NAME(S) (Print clearly so name tags can be made) 

ADDRESS PHONE 

CITY/STATE/ZIP EMAIL ADDRESS 

-Registration(s), incl. debate Q $66 es. $ 
(After Mar. 20, add $10 to esch registrstion) 

-Debate tickets for Non-Reaistrants Q S8 ea. S 

-Friday night dinneF(s) @ $35 each @ S 
-Camp Quest kids (ages 4-12) Q $50 each $ 

m S 
FeecoversThurs. 3-8p.m.. Fri.8a.m.-8p.m., Sat. 6:3Oa.m:- 

-Saturday lunch(es) @ $25 esch 10 p.m., Sun. 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., materials, lunches, field trips. 

-Saturday banquet(s) @ $35 each m S TOTAL enclosed for all registrations, meals, 
Note In box how many vegetarian meals, If any. Camp Quest kids, extra debate tickets $ 

Write check to “Freethought Across the Millennia” or “FAM.” Mail &J FAM, P.O. Box 15162, Sacramento CA 95661. 



Eater W~dv-4 flpd21-23 
S@ rfitftcn+o, CaGyom l 

za 

l Ylbsted6-y l 

Atheists & Other ~ree.thin&xs 
Special for Kids Special for All 

Camp Quest Fun All Weekend! Dan Barker Debates Christian! 

Marie Castle, Allianw president 
Ms. Castle will open the convention with: 
‘We Don’t Have Time to Whme: Deflnlng the 
New Millennium - Not for the Weak- 
Minded.’ She’s from Minnesota and as plain- 
spoken as her state’s notorious governor. 

Herb Siberman, “Notorious Notory” 
This is the atheist math professor from 
Charleston SC whose state spent 5 years 
and 940,000 to keep him from becoming a 
notary public. No atheists allowed in public 
office there! Silverman is a natural come 
dian. You will enjoy his tale ot woe as mucn 
as you are horrified by it. 

“Ace the Magnificent” oka Dr. Joe 
Morrow, Prof. of Psychology 
This will be fun! Morrow is a magician. ‘Ace 
the Magnificent” will show how rational think- 
ing goes beyond the evidence of the senses. 

Charbtte Poe, founder & president 
of Freethinkers of Ventura County 
Ms. Poe will supply the catharsis we all need 
occasionally to vent our frustrations with 
religion. Her topic: ‘Crime and Immorality in 
the Catholic Church.’ 

Andrew Benson, author of The True 
Origins OF Christianity & /he %ihle 
Benson attacks religion at its roots-its ficti 
cious. forged and fraudulent ‘history.’ He is 
an enthusiastic, entertaining speaker, a 
Greek (despite his name) who loves to 
dance and sing and unsettle religionists. The 
theme of his speech is atheist proselytizing: 
‘I will make you fishers of men,’ he prom- 
ises, ‘and you will use the Bible as bait.’ 

John Michael Pbck Murphy, radii 
talk show host of “Murphy’s Law” 
Here’s the theme of all our organizing: Mur- 
phy’s topic is “The Time is Now!‘-for pea 
pie of reason to come out of the closet! This 
will bring you to your feet, cheering! 

John Hill, School Board Member 
Get an insider’s ‘View from the Board’-the 
schcx~l board. This veteran school board 
member will tell how to influence those pea 
ple and even become one of them. Find out 
things you never knew about public schools. 

Lucia Hall, Skeptical Thinker 
Ms. Hall asks, ‘Can (and should!) skeptics 
challenge religion’? The answer is YES. and 
Ms. Hall gives the scientific principles that 
support her assertion. A ‘must hear’ pres- 
entation for atheist activists. 

Paul Storey, host of 7he Third 
Millennium” lV series 
If you think religion may have some value, 
Storey will lay out the facts to the contrary 
with his frightening, informative talk, ‘The 
Damaging Effect of Religion on Overpopula 
tion and the Environment.’ 

Drs. Paul Geii & Mynga Futrell, 
instructional m&&k developers 
Drs. Geisert and Futrell are the creative 
geniuses behind the teaching module, 
‘Different Drummers,’ which introduces stlt 
dents in comparative religion classes to the 
contributions of non-conforming thinkers 
(like us) to human progress. They’ll talk 
about the status of teaching about religion 
and freethought in public schools. 

Aug&i Berkshire, speaker on 
dheism d public schools 
Berkshire, the associate president of Minne 
sota Atheists and its outreach speaker, has 
spoken to over 2,000 students in public 
school comparative religion classes on 
atheism. He will describe his strategy and 
experiences and provide take-home materi 
als and a teaching module he developed. 

Molleen Mdsumura, National 
Csnter for Science Educdion 
NCSE does battIn with creationists to keep 
them from mucking up science curricula. Ms. 
Matsumura will give the latest on what the 
scientifically braindead are up to. 

Bob Webb, Mark Twain performer 
Bob has played Mark Twain since he was in 
the military in World War II. Enjoy “Letters 
from the Earth.’ a treasure of irreverence! 

Jon Nelson, Atheists United co-w. 
Jon will give an atheistic perspective on 
ethics. You will get plenty of take-home ar- 
guments to counter the myth that religion is 
the foundation of morality. 

Ed & Helen Kagin, Camp Quest 
Hear about the historic first residential sum- 
mer camp for children of nonbelievers in the 
U.S. See photos Of their 5 successful years. 

TEE BIG DEBATE! 
Dan Barker from FFRF will debate Evangeli 
cal Christian John Morehead on ‘The Resur- 
rection of Christ.’ What a way to enjoy 
Easter! Open to the public for a tee. but in 
eluded in your convention registration. 

CAMP QUEST f oR KJDSI 
Bring the kids! instructors from the acclaimed 
freethought summer camp will provide care in a 
learning and fun environment for ages 4 - 12. 

Pat Kelley will initiate you into the wonders of web 
sites and show you how to navigate the internet. 

Shop ‘till you drop in the god-free shop! 
VENDORS! Call for space: 916-920-7834. 

DEMOCRACY IN ACTION! 
Atheist Alliance open board meeting 

Watch the only fully democratic grassroots na- 
tional atheist-humanist organization in action. 
The board meets openly late Thursday and most 
of Friday. Policies are made, budgets are set, 
problems are resolved and elections are held, all 
done entirely by representatives of the Atheist M 
liance member societies. Truly unique! 

l l 0 

REGISTER TODAY! SEE OTHER SIDE 
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