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Voltaire . ..

whose curlicued likeness is on our cover, died 185
years ago on May 30. McCabe considers him the second most
famous writer [after Shakespeare) in the world and incom-
parably the greatest RATIONALIST writer,

At the age of 23 Voltaire landed for the first time in the
Bastille and a few years later found himself again in the same
prison. He was exiled several times and in 1722 decided to
exile himself from his beloved Paris for the rest of his life.
In England Voltaire became acquainted with Locke and other
thinkers and upon his return published the ‘'Philosophical

Letters on the-English,”" in .which he showed his countrymen—

the benefits of greater freedom of thought which made it
possible for English philosophers to publish their books with-
out interference by the crown. The French king did not like
the comparison and Voltaire’s book was burned by the hang-
man,

Victor Hugo, in this magnificent funeral oration at the
100th anniversary of Voltaire's death, said: *‘Voltaire declared
war against the united front of court, nobility, judiciary and
that vile melange of hypocracy and fanatism, the clergy.
His weapon was the pen and with this weapon he fought
and conquered.” John C. Powys wrote a delightful essay on
Voltaire and used these words: ‘‘The name of Voltaire is more
than a trumpet call of liberty for the oppressed artists and
thinkers of the world; it is a challenge to the individuals . . .
of our harrassed generation to rise above their own weak-
nesses and introspections and come forth into the sunshine.
Voltaire was a ribald and scoffer in the presence of much
that the world holds sacred; but the most sacred thing of
all THE SANITY OF HUMAN REASON — has never been more
splendidly defended.”



AN EDITORIAL

Our Eighth Anniversary

Greetings and salutations to all subscribers
and friends of ““The American Rationalist” on
our 8th anniversary! Our magazine has passed
between Scylla and Charybdis and is sailing
alung as smoothly as any cnterprise run by
volunteers can be expected to run.

In my anniversary letter to all readers, I
said about AR: “There is nothing like it in
the whole world.”” This may have sounded
a bit boastful but | was happy to see that
our old and faithful friend, Otto Meine of
Milwaukee, agrees with me when he wrote
the other day: ““You are quite right. There is
nothing like it in the whole world and you
should get all the support possible to make
this venture a crowning success.’

In his introduction to the first issue of AR
in 1956, Eldon Scholl, who is responsible for
the distinguished design and format of our
journal, said: ‘“We are determined to make
AR the finest Freethought magazine in the
field.” These words express our goal and are
the quintessence of all our efforts. In the
years to come, we hope to achieve this dis-
tinction. It is impossible to please everybody
but we can strike a balance between new and
old material, between scholarly contributions
and personal expressions by our readers,
between serious articles and humorous and
satirical items. Some people have to get their
hatred and contempt for the black pest out
of their system and send ue their fulminations
and imprecations. This may be good mental
therapy for them but it is, in most cases, poor
journalism. Every editor has to wade through
a lot of unprintable “literature.” 1 recently
took a course in psycho-ceramics — and if
you ask me what it means: it is the study of
crackpots.

There will be no issues in June and August
but the July and September numbers will try
to. make up. [ will be in Europe part of July
and all of August and attend the International
Congress of Freethinkers in Duisburg, Germany
on July 26 to 29 as the representative of the
American Rationalist Federation. But in a
larger sense, | intend to represent all Ameri-
can Freethinkers.. If any of our readers should
he in Europe during the time of the meeting.
I wish they would get in touch with me. This
is the first time in many, many years that an
official representative of the American move-
ment is participating in the deliberations of our

world-wide organization, the World Union of
Freethinkers, based in London. Our readers
will receive a full report of the proceedings
and probably will be able to read some of
the outstanding speeches at the Congress of
which Bertrand Russell is honorary president.

* % %

More On Chartered Air Trip To Germany

In response to some inquiries about the
contemplated chartered air trip from St. Louis
to Frankfurt and back, sponsored by the Freie
Gemeinde of St. Louis, | want to say that this
trip did not materialize. — If you plan to
go across, please make your arrangements
early. 1963 promises to be another banner
tourist year in Europe and facilities are already
getting scarce.

— WALTER HOOPS.

Time ...

The Sands of TIME, tried and tested,
Are devised hourly, to sift
Through the Glass of ETERNITY,
Erasing those moments passed.

Although we abhor the age it imposes
Upon us, we sigh with relief
For the unction which dispells -
A poor experience.

To destroy the container would be
Foolhardy, for in its destruction,
The measure, (Whether good or bad)
Would adversely defeat the balance of
Qur very bkeing.

Synchronized are we, as is the pendulum
And metronome, ever dependent and
Completely obeisant to the
Clock-work of MORTALITY.

Andree lee Collins.

e To live in the presence of great truths and
eternal laws — that is what keeps a man patient
when the world ignores him and calm and unspoiled
when the world praiscs him, BALZAC.

e There are three marks of a superior man: being

_virtuous, he is free from anxiety; being wise, he

is free from perplexity; being brave, he is free
from fear. — CONFUCIUS.

The Amarican Rationalist © 3



The Pagan Mystery-Cults

For thousands of years preceding the ad-
vent of Christianity, the peoples of the ancient
world clustered about the Mediterranean Sea
had worshipped various savior-gods in the
mystery-cults. Perhaps the most dynamic re-
ligious concept ever known was this particular
kind of deity, known to the Greeks as the
soter, a term which had a very specific and
even a technical meaning; it signified a divine
god-man who died as a sacrifice for mortals
otherwise doomed to misery or destruction,
whose body must be eaten and whose blood
must be drunk as a holy sacrament by his com-
municants so that they too might become, like
their god, divine and immortal; this soter,
after his death, was to be invested with all
power and become the judge and the eternal
ruler of all who pass into the afterlife.

All this is certainly no mere academic ques-
tion: for it is the doctrine around which most
Western religion is centered to this day. It
is the theme of thousands of sermons in
Christian churches every Sunday; it is the force
which has given power and vitality to orthodox
Christianity for 1900 years.

The Problem in Scholarship

To obtain adequate knowledge concerning
the ancient, pre-Christian mystery-cults is a task
involving considerable difficulty. It is only
within the last generation or two that scholars
have really come to grips with the problem.
Only through a careful study of Egyptology
and collating and organizing material drawn
from hundreds of widely scattered ancient
sources is it possible to understand this in-
tricate and esoteric phase of religious develop-
ment. For the mytery-cults really were what
the name implies: secret organizations, all the
members of which were sworn never to re-
veal their doctrines except as they had learned
them themselves. Most classical writers knew
little about them, because they were not in-
itiates; and even non-members, like Plutarch
and Diodorus Siculus, who knew something
of the esoteric mystery-ceremaonials, wonld nat
reveal what they knew, because to do so, even
for them, was considered sacrilegious.

Nevertheless, there are, throughout the
length and breadth of the classics, from Homer
and Hesiod, down through Julian the Emperor,
hundreds of passages which bear on the sub-
ject: and out of all this we can reconstruct
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with some accuracy and completeness just what
the mysteries were and what they taught.

The Nature of the Savior-God

At the center of every mystery-cult stood
the worship of the savior-deity. There was
considerable variety among these divinities and
their ritual; but in all cases, the god died a
sacrificial death that mankind might be re-
deemed; the deity descended into the grave
or the underworld, rose again, and reigns
forever; by some mystical process, usually
through partaking of the holy eucharist, the
communicant believed that he himself became,
like his god, divine and immortal, so that he
too might eventnally rice in a second hirth into
eternal life.

Most of the savior-gods were male deities;
but there were also several great female soters,
whose tunctions gradually coalesced with those
of their male counterparts.

The Growth of the Mvster _!t

There is only slight evidence of the mystery-
cult in Greece, except that at Eleusis, during
the Mycenaean period, which ended about
1100 or 1050 B.C. Even in the time of
Aeschylus and Herodotus, about 450 B.C.,
the official religion was still predominant, By
the first century, however, many of the mys-
teries had spread far and wide at all social
levels; Plutarch bears witness that the temples
of the Twelve Great Gods stood empty: and
evidence easily gathered from many sources

_shows that the mysteries had captured the

common mind, especially the poor, the slaves,
the women, the illiterate, the outcasts, the
hopeless. Seeing no prospects for success in
this life, they turned their gaze upon eternity,
and transferred their loyalty from the human
state which ruled with an iron hand to a
hoped-for Elysium, which would be not only
glorious, but also delightful and eternal. There
the wicked would cease from troubling, and the
weary would be at rest.

About 120 A.D., there was a tireless traveler
whose name was Pausanias and who wrote a
beok called The Description of Greece. We
are much indebted to him, because he visited
every Greek community of any importance,
and wrote down detailed information concer-
ning shrines, altars, temples, religious statues,
etc., which existed in such profusion every-
where. We learn especially from him how



numerous and various were the then extant
cults 'and religious facilities, in which deities
were worshipped more or less similar in charac-
ter, but with different names, traditions, and
rituals. The most common and important of
these savior-gods were Osiris, Isis, Dionysius,
Demeter, Aphrodite, Persephone, Serapis, At-
tis, Adonis, Bromius, Sabazius, Mithra, Bac-
chus, Zagreus, and the Aeon.

The Genesis of the Soter

The soter came first into existence because
fearful and trembling humanity had little faith
in themselves; since they dared not venture
upon self-reliance, they sought salvation and
redemption in vicarious atonement; they be-
lieved that by becoming one with a great super-
natural power, they might live securely in this
life and achieve blessed immortality for the
next.

The fountainhead of all subsequent savior-
cults was the great religion of Osiris, first es-
tablished in Egypt about 6,000 years ago.
Before this, the Valley of the Nile had been
inhabited by a very primitive people who had
neither cereals nor metals; who worshipped
clan gods, shaped like birds and beasts; who
were not only cannibals, but' who killed and
then ate the flesh of their relatives, particularly
their own parents. How many millenniums
this culture had existed, we do not know; it
is probable that it stretched back at least to
10,000 B.C. True, it practised a form of
agriculture and built tombs; but it compared
to the Sumerians of the Tigris-Euphrates valley,
the Nilotics of that period were a primitive
race. '

And so, about 4000 B.C. a great event oc--

curred, fraught with the deepest significance
for the development of mankind. An army of
Aryans marched into Egypt, conquered the
natives, and established themselves as the
ruling class. They controlled the flood waters
of the Nile, built irrigation dams and ditches,
constructed better and more elaborate build-
ings, introduced metal utinsels and weapons,
established a system of written law, paved the
streets and roads, and compelled all persons
to respect certain basic human rights. But
they did more: they outlawed relative-can-
nibalism, particularly the eating of parents;
they decreed the sanctity and integrity of the
human body, even in death; they declared
that every person may attain a blessed after-
life, but only on condition that he live justly
in this world and that hizs body be committed
to the grave intact; and they lengthened the

old 360-day year so that the solar period
very nearly coincided with the calendar year.

The conquerors accomplished these vast re-
forms through supernatural and religious sanc-
tions. They did not try to eradicate the re-
ligion of the natives: they simply engrafted
ncw idcas upon the old, as the Mormons
did with 19th-century American Christianity.
The old theogony consisted of Tem, or Ra,
the Father-Creator; and of the great deities
Thoth, Maat, Shu, Tefnut, Geb, and Nut, all
signifying certain abstract cosmic principles,
whom Ra had produced out of himself. When
the Sumerians had completed their conquest
and were in the process of consolidating their
power, they very wisely did so by adding
their own new gods to the old, as if they were
all of the same family. The Osirian religion
had as its objective a real elevation of society,
politically, ethically, economically. Its purpose
was nothing less than the progress of humanity
from savagery into civilization.
its puprose was also to consolidate the political
power of the invadecrs.

The Legend-Myth of Osiris

There need be little doubt that one of the
early great Sumerian kings had five children,
three brothers and two sisters. About them
was woven a legend-myth which was believed
for thousands of years. The conquerors con-
solidated their power by claiming to have
conferred benefits by supernatural power; the
natives willingly sold themselves into inferiori-
ty and economic servitude in return for tem-
poral blessings and hoped-for  ultimate sal-
vation.

Tem, or Ra (so the new theology declared),
had married Nut, the sky-goddess; but when
he discovered her in the embrace of Keb, the
earth-god, he cursed every day of the year,
so that her offspring might never be born.
Nut thereupon went to Thoth, the great scribe
and magician, for help; he played at draughts
with the moon-goddess and won one seventy-
second portion of each day from her, so that
five intercalated days were added to the
year, increasing the total to 365.. On these
newly-created days the curse of Ra was inef-
fectual; and so on the 361st, Osiris was born;
and on successive days were born Horus the
Elder, Set, Isis, and Nephthys. Osiris married
Isis; Set married Nephthys. Horus became
the great physician, .

Osiris was identifed with the bull and the
sun; but especially with the grain that comes
down from heaven, is placed in the earth, and
dies that it may be resurrected into a second

The American Rationalist © 5
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life. His flesh was the grain itself and his
blood was the ale made from the barley.
Whosoever ate and drank of these consumed
the god, and the eater-communicant was there-
by made divine and achieved (it was believed)
the same immortality which was the specific
attribute of the god. In a very real sense,
therefore, religion was, to the Egyptian, his
science of life,

Isis was said to have taught the women of
Egypt to bake bread from wheat. She was
identified with the moon. the cow, and the
morning star; and her tears were said to fill
the Nile each spring, so that it overflowed and
fertilized the fields. In addition, she sym-
bolized the earth, into which the grain is
placed: she was also the healer and the bene-
ficent mother.

It is indeed curious to note that the concept
of personal immortality, together with a belief
in eternal rewards after death, arose in no
ancient culture except the Egyptian previous
to perhaps 800 B.C. Whatever it was, some-
thing in Nilotic life created a longing for an
endless and blessed existence; and therefore
also of a savior-god who could make it all
possible. In the Egyptian Elysium, the wheat
was to grow nine feet tall; a man of impor-
tance would have his family and servants with
him there forever; and he would rule without
end in a domain controlled by the great and
the just Osiris.

According to the legend-myth, after Osiris
had established his beneficent regime in Egypt,
he wished to confer the same boon upon all
peoples and nations. At the head of a great
army, therefore, he set out to civilize man-
kind. The great majority were said to have
accepted his benefits with joy. Those who op-
posed him, he slew summarily. After several
years, he returned to Egypt, laden with honors.
During his absence, Isis had established a
system of social ethics, under which all could
live in peace, justice, and dignity.

But every garden has its venomous serpent.
The evil Set, envious because of his brother’s
greatness and honors, had attempted to seduce
Isis, but had heen repulsed. Doubly frustrated
and furious, he conspired with seventy-two
others (who were the remnants of the old
priesthood) to murder Osiris and subvert the
government. They constructed a coffin and,
when they succeeded in enticing Osiris to
lie down in it, clamped the lid shut, welded
it with lead, and threw it into the Nile, whence
it flowed into and across the Mediterranean
to Byblus in Syria.

Pursued by Set, Isis fled into the Delta
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swamps, where she gave birth to the Younger
Horus. But Set discovered them, and killed
the child; Isis, however, with the aid of the
ever-beneficent Thoth, brought the infant back
to life. She now went forth to find the body
of her husband, and finally discovered it ip
Byblus. She brought it back to Egypt; but
Set seized it, hacked it into fourteen pieces,
and buried one in each of the fourteen por-
vinces of Egypt. Isie now prformed an act
of love and devotion, celebratd in song and
drama, unparallled in religious mythology. She
searched throughout Egypt for the broken
pieces of her husband’s body; one by one,
with the help of Nephthys, she recovered
them, and finally fitted them all together.
With the aid of Thoth, she breathed new life
into Osiris; through her, he was resurrected
from the grave; he was born again. He was
the first-fruits of the dead. He was the only
mortal ever reputed to have risen from death
into a second career on earth. Thus, the
body of Osiris, having been placed in the
earth throughout Egypt, like the grain, rose
again into a new life for the salvation of

all.

He now resumed his throne and ruled until
Horus grew to manhood. But, since he had
already died once, death had no further hold
upon him. Approaching his end, he instructed
Horus how to defeat Set in the great battle
which would soon take place. Osiris there-
upon entered his solar ship and sailed away
to the Western Land, wheie he became the
ruler of Khenti-Amenti, or Elysium, the judge
of the dead, and the arbiter of eternity.

An Immortality Cult

Around all this developed the great religion
of Egypt, which became the faith of millions
for thousands of years; as its central principle
was accepted and reconstituted by others, it
became the religious mystery of countless com-
municants in the ancient pagan world.

Over a period of 4000 years, the Osirian
priests supplied inscriptions, believed to possess
magical powers, written on tombs, or incribed
on papyrus and buried with the dead; these
have been collected into a celebrated volume
known as The Book of the Dead. As the
cult evolved, Isis underwent a vast develop-
ment and finally became the greatest goddess
of antiquity, the Queen of Heaven and the
creative force of the cosmos; to her untold
millions addressed their prayers and it was
fervently believed that she would intercede
for sinners with her husband Osiris and with
her son Horus ‘the Mediator for the dead



when they appeared before the judgment
throne of Osiris. Her characteristic was not
so much justice as mercy: she always pleaded
for repentent sinners; fearful penitents there-
fore rather prayed to her than to Osiris, since
she would certainly interfere in their favor.
Statues of lasis holding the infant Horus were
sacred objects in every Egyptian household,
and were later often mistaken by Christians
for images of Mary and Jesus.

Soter was always Osiris; for he was the
grain-god, whose dismembered body, buried
in all the provinces of Egypt, symbolized the
seed which is sown; and his death and resur-
rection were symbols of the death and the re-
birth of the wheat and the barley. In count-
lese representations, we see the grain sprouting
from his body; and in thousands of funerary
inscriptions we are told that the sacred bread
of Qsiris is literally the body of the god. He
was the food which gave life in the present
and which conferred immortality.

As we have already indicated, there would
have been little motive to create a savior-god
without that intense persuasion of personal
immortality for which every Egyptian yearned
in the eternal fields of Elysium. At death,
each human being, in the Osirian metaphysics,
became a Khu, which was a sort of shadowy
and ethereal double of the earthly entity; this
lived on, required food, could wvisit the tomb
or go abroad, but starved when the funerary
offerings ceased. If it was not conducted to
Elysium in duc coursc, it was reduced to eat-
ing refuse, and, on this diet, angrily withered
and died. This was: the most pitiful destiny
of all. — Egyptian immortality was always
blessed. But only the redeemed could achieve
it. .

The Khu was thus a kind of invisible, celes-
tial body which possessed the potential of
immortality. In order that a human being
might be transformed into an Osiris, it was
necessary. for the Khu to put on incorruption,
just as stated by Paul in the 15th chapter of
First Corinthians. This was the reason the
Egyptians mummified their dead. The Osirian
priests declared that no one could arrive in
Elysium unless his body continued intact- after
death. Without mummification, there could be
no immortality.

It was the supreme ambition of every Egyp-
tian from the lowliest to. the mightiest to be-
come in life, in death, and in eternity an ac-
tual Osiris. Now- this was no small achieve-
ment: a man or woman must first be initiated
into -the exclusive mysteries of the cult; he
must be clean of hand and pure of heart, his
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very nature must be transmuted into the divine
essence of the god by eating and drinking his
eucharist; at death, he must he properly em-
balmed; before he could be buried, he had to
be vindicated at a public trial; unless all this
was done under the direction of properly con-
stituted priests, nothing else would avail: im-
mortality would elude him.

But once all this was done, the deceased
was ferried across the great lake by the dog-
headed Anubis and conducted into the Hall of
Maat, the Goddess of Justice. In The Book of
the Dead, Ch. CXXV, dating from the XVIlIIth
Dynasty about 1550 B.C., there is a great
and colorful painting which depicts in detail
what now occurs. We see the royal scribe Ani
and his wife Thuthu conducted before the
great scales in which the heart of the suppliant
is weighed against the justice of Maat. If it
is not found perfect, the fearful bheast Apep
or Amemet, a terrible monster with a crocodile-
head, forebody lion-shaped, and the rear of
a hippopotamus, stands ready to devour the
heartsoul of the condemned, after which his
Khu is thrown into the adjacent Lake of Fire
and annihilated there. However, Ani and
Thuthu pass the test and each emerges as an
Osiris victorious; by the records of Thoth and

the consent of the great gods, they are con-’

ducted into the awful presence of Osiris him-
self, who sits upon his white throne. At his
side stands the beloved Isis, always interceding
for inners, imploring mercy; behind him stands
the kindly Nephthys, giving sage advice. Horus
leads the pair before Osiris, and, acting as

mediator, persuades his father to admit Ani
and Thuthu to the hlessed realm.

. During the early Egyptian dynasties, from
about 3,000 to perhaps 1,200, those who
might hope for a happy immortality must have
been limited to important and finfluential
people. But as time went on, democracy in-
creased in religion; and Herodotus, about
440 B.C., describes three methods of em-
balming, the cheapest of which was within the
reach of all except the very poor. Cheops
and Kafre, who built the great pyramids about
2800 B.C. at a cost which staggers the imagin-
ation, did so primarily that their position
might be secure in the kingdom of Osiris; but
2500 years later, a small piece of papyrus
placed within a coffin was believed to ac-
complish the same stupendous result for those
of very modest meanes.

We must emphasize that all persons seeking

admission to the Osirian Elysium called them-

selves Osiris, including the Pharaohs, who wore
the tall white crown of the god as their emblem
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of -divine power and authority. And more:
it signified that these rulers, by absorbing the
eucharist of the god. had actually become
divine and immortal while ‘still on earth.

The mummies of the deceased would have
inscriptions attached to them which read: *I
am Osiris . . . Let not my limbs suffer cor-
ruption; let them not pass away; let them
not decay; and let them be fashioned for me
as if | were myself Osiris . . The mighty
Osiris taketh possession of me . . . Behold,
I am the God who is the L.ord of the Under-
world . . . I am the Great One . . . | have
made myself whole and complete; I have re-
newed my youth; | am Osiris, the Lord of
Eternity."

The Osivian Ritual

The rituals practised by the Osirian mystery-
cult were extraordinary and impressive. The
great annual festival was celebarted in two
phases, of which the first was public. It began
at Abydos on the 17th Athyr, which is our
13th of November. This date commemorated
the death of Osiris; and its significance lay
in the fact that this was also the very day
on which the wheat was planted after the
flood waters of the Nile had receded. The
god and the seed grain died at the same
moment, for the grain was the god and the
god was the grain. The resurrection of the god
was the rebirth of the wheat. Man could be
redeemed from savagery only through the
divine sacrifice of the cereal; and his Khu could
be redeemed for eternity only through the
eucharistic ritual of the god.

In this public phase of the Osirian passion
play, the murder and dismemberment of the
deity were depicted in moving scenes by highly
skilled actors; to the audience it seemed that
they were witnessing actual events, or a replica
of them. This was followed by the search for,
and the finding of, the body of Osiris by
Isis, his resurrection from death, his triumphal
return to power, his victory over the forces
of evil symbolized by Set, and his journey into
the hereafter in his solar ship. This was
known as the Coming Forth by Day.

Such was the first portion of the Osirian
festival. But within the temples there was an
esoteric phase performed by the priests in
which only the initiated communicants could
participate. The ancient writers were exceed-
ingly secretive about this, even when they
had information eoncerning it, for it was con-
sidered sacrilegious to . reveal the slightest
portion of it. Nevertheless, we can piece
together a number of fragments and thus re-
construct what these secret rituals were.



Two days after the death of the god on
17th Athyr, the priests brought forth a sacred
chest, which contained an image of Osiris;
whenr this was revealed to the worshippers,
they saw in it their resurrected god. In the
temple at Denderah were found a series of
inscriptions which describe the secret Osirian
rituals in which cakes of divine bread were
made from the body of Osiris.

We see, therefore, that the publicly per-
formed passion-drama depicted the earthly
career of Osiris; but the secret ceremonials
were initiatory eucharistic rituals by which the
communicants believed they would become
divine and immortal by eating the body and
drinking the blood of the god.

(Continued next month)
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An Old Malady

by DOUGLAS ANDERSON

With the defeat of Hitler, it was readily and
universally assumed that anti-Semitism would
die. Why does it still flourish? Because he
didn’t invent it, but only used it as a weapon
to incite hate and as a scapegoat for all the
ills of Germany. He in turn became the scape-
goat for anti-Semitism at the end of the war.
The malady was in society throughout the
world, and thrived. — At times it is dormant
but quickly wakened by any unscrupulous
person intent on personal gain and power.

At present the sudden upsurge in the U.S.
can be laid on a few men and their organiza-
tions. Gerald K. Smith and his Silver Shirts
and hie Christian Nationalist Crusade; The
Defender, The Cross and the Flag, Women’s
Voice, Common Sense, The Beacon Light
Herald, Destiny and publications, books, verse
subsidized by such organizations.” — Rock-
well and the American Nazi Party, The Ku
Klux Klan, America for Americans, all told, the
Anti-Defamation League lists 39 known pro-
fessional anti-Semitic organizations, and 32 of
those publish bulletins, ‘magazines, ‘and papers
contributing the bulk of the hate-literature.

" We ask: what begets the desire to persecute
another? What do we hope to accomplish
by it? The latter is far simpler to answer.
Most, if not all, fall into ‘one class. An illusion
of infallibility and omnipotence ‘which they
cannot have so long as they can be contradicted
in a democracy of contraversy and free enquiry.

Their ego is'not fully developed, so they lack
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self-confidence which should sustain them when
they are refuted or contested. Their illusion
of omnipotence cannot be sustained if one
enemy, or another faith, can thwart their
will. They must be the uncontested, supreme
authority. The reason why they have the
desire to persecute are too varied and complex
to cover in a mere article. Yet they all can be
catagoried in these three kinds: inculcated, bad
experience, or solely for selfish gains.

Historically it is ancient. — Persecutors,
tyrants and the use of whipping-boys is as old
as history itself. Psychologically it is an illness
and releases an antagonism as a response to
an unwelcome situation and an inner and un-
acknowledged confession of inferiority. Morally
it is a tranference of guilt and spiritually it is
as man must have been when he awakened
from barbarianism before man evolved a con-
science.

Historically it needs no further explication.
The ways of inception, the ways that a man
tan use it against another does need discussion.
It can be handed down for centuries in the
home, taught in churches, and bred. Prejudice
is never innate. A child who has never been
exposed to it in his environment is immune.
A child gains susceptivity in a ratio to that ex-
pressed in his environment. Thus a man who
has been exposed in childhood but never catch-
ing it, if meeting just the right circumstance,
can be a Jew-hater by experience. A convert
to an unscrupulous man and his self-seeking
ideology, from fear or from mere pressure to
conform, from fear of retaliation -—— un-
grounded but used to incite hate, is the easiest
known method of creating mass hysteria. —
Every revolutionary, both good and bad, has
resorted .to it. It makes no difference if it is
utterly irrational, untrue, illogical and im-
possible to accomplish — as the alleged
Jewish aim for World domination! It can
still be used by any man intent only on power
and financial gain. KILL THEM BEFORE
THEY KILL US! Suppress them before they
can suppress us!

What manner of men are those who even
support and follow such monsters as Hitler,
and our present Rockwell, Marilyn Allen, Mrs.
Van Hyning, Smith, Winrod, Rand, etc?
Taken in the above order, a man is ripe for
an acceptance of it when he meets failure, or,
if he has developed the habit of blaming
others for all his errors, faults, and other
shortcomings. Few can take full responsibility
for his acts. People have alibied their “sins”
on Satan for centuries. It too is not innate

but begins in childhood in the home. When
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he too is looking for absolute surety and
utopias and cannot face an ever-changing
reality, or knows that our society cannot he
remedied by emotional debauches. Unhappy,
frustrated, discontented people readily respond
to demogoguery and can find a target for their
wrath in their fellow citizens. 1f Khrushchev
has absolved the ills of the society, why did
his fellow citizens wreak their inner frustrations
on Pasternak if not becausc hc showcd them
the errors of the rules of writing laid down
for writers by that regime? If their motivations
had been higher, if they could have admitted
their failures were their own, they could have
used vision and made life meaningful and their

conscience wholesome by morally purposeful
aclivities.

A person too can become anti-Semitical by .

a bad experience. All of the people of any
race, culture or nation are not moral, nor
more than all Americans are. He may see
they are, on a whole, more resourceful .

more studious. Few of them admit they are
defeated with one or two failures. They have
as a people overcome so many ' ‘defeats” on
this earth, they have learned to profit by their
mistakes. But we seldom admit ours and we
must before we too can profit by them.

He may become a convert because he really
believes the lies of one intent on becoming
a dictator; or from fear of reprisals he may
meet now or in the future in his society., —
Economic interests are usually violated with
less impunity but unless they completely eradi-
cate the oppressed organism (which they can-
not do) they reap but disastrous revolts as a
result. The South haeg tried that for over a
century on the Negro and has yet to see its
results in. their economy. Nor could they fore-
see the revolts now, although George Cable
warned them a century ago. A nation’s eco-
nomic standard cannot be raised by limiting
the economy of one race either from keeping
them ignorant and untrained or from an unjust
suppression as suggested by the Women's
Voice, Common Sense, etc., for the Jewish
people.

A democracy demands mature responses to
an unwelcome situation or a contradiction, re-
futation of mere frustrations. “Every normal
human infant passes through what is called an
‘omnipotent stage’,” A. Powell Davies wrote
in his Urge to Persecute. '‘He expects all his
wishcs to be gratified, his moods humored,
and his behavior approved. Whatever frus-
trates him provokes his wrath. Regarding
himself as the center of the universe, or at
least all the universe of which he is aware,



*

he seeks compliance. Everyone and every-
thing must always say ‘Yes.” The word ‘No’
he cannot abide. If he is fortunate, he will
leave this stage in due time and learn to ac-
comodate himself to realities. He will accept
the fact that dominance is denied him, that a
great deal of the world is not concerned about
him, that he can have only a little of what
he wants, and that even this little is pre-
carious. Instead of approbation and concur-
rence, he will expect opposition and diver-
gence. And so, besides the word ‘yes,” which
he likes to hear, he will adjust himself to the
word ‘no,” and not be too put out about it.
In other words, he will have forsaken the
childish stage, with its illusion of omnipotence,
for the more adult stage. leading to emotional
maturity . . . If his development is arrested,
which it may be if he is over-indulged — or,
as we say ‘spoiled’ — and which it also may
be if he is too much thwarted so that he
develops the habit of antagonism — he re-
mains emotionally a child.”

A nation will only be as strong, as mature,
as well educated, as cultured, as tolerant, as
just and as honest as its constituents. We can-
not raise our overall standard of living and
not raise it for all Americans.
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THE PASSING PARADE . . .
by EDD DOERR

OO

The news from the church-state front is not
very encouraging this month. The American
Institute of Public Opinion (The Gallup Poll)
reported on February 10 that the percentage
of Americans who oppose federal aid to
parochial schools has dropped considerably
during the past two years, even though Pres.
Kennedy has publicly stated that such aid
would be unconstitutional. '

The population sample ballot was not asked
for its opinions on the desirability of federal
aid to educalion per se, but only to respond
to the following question: ‘If the federal
government . . . decides to give money to
aid education. should the money go only to
public schools, or should the money go to
help Catholic and other private schools as
well?”’ While in March of 1961 only 36 per-
cent polled favored including parochial schools
in federal aid plans, 49 percent were reported
to favor such action in February of 1963, —
Opposition to federal aid to parochial schools
in the same period declined from 57 percent
to 44 percent. The change is reported to be
almost solely a Protestant one. Of course,
this opinion poll, because of the controversial
nature of the subject, probably rates opposi-
tion to parochial school aid too low; it also
ignores the tremendous complexity of the
problem and of political realities.

Nonetheless, one cannot avoid the un-
pleasant conclusion that opposition to cleri-
calism is diminishing as a result of the Catholic
Church’s massive and unending propaganda
offensive. The Vatican oligarchy is updating
its methods with some success, which means
that “‘containing’’ clericalism will be increasing-

ly difficult.
PR S

“Well, if we are no longer a Protestant
country, and we are not to be a Catholic
country, what are we?” asks Villanova Law
School dean Harold Reuschlein in the January
Catholic World. *‘We are,”” he answers, ‘‘a
country dominated by secular humanism. The
real da_ngcr to Catholicism is not Protestantiom
it is not Judaism; it is anthropocentric human-
ism on the march. The fact in itself makes
it more essential than ever that all men, be
they Catholic, Protestant or Jew, who believe
in the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood
of man, must unite.” Reuschlein goes on to
say that the Supreme Courts’ decisions relat-
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ing to church-state matters constitute ‘‘not a
trend toward the uncommitted state, but to
the state committed to secularism;” he harps
vn this theme and abuses the Court for six
pages, at length concluding that Catholics will
have to press ever harder to win the country
over to their clericalist interpretation of the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.

Reuschlein rightly recognizes that secular
Humanists, and this includes Rationalists and
Freethinkers, provide the most articulate op-
position to clericalism and clericalist aims, but
his exaggeration of our strength and influence
is only a propaganda device to throw a scare
into the millions of Americans who may be
denominationally uncommitted but who have
residual tendencies toward supernaturalism and
a conditioned response to the effect that non-
theism and anticlericalism are probably sub-
versive.

The Catholics would polarize society into
supernaturalists and humanists, but the best
interests of Humanists, Protestants, Jews and
individual Catholics wonld he hest served by
putting true democrats and lovers of freedom
on one side and clericalists and other authori-
tarians on the other side.

% % %

The American bishops who attended the
first session of the Second Vatican Council are
reported to be hoping that the Council will
produce a ‘“‘clear-cut definition of the Church’s
policy on religious toleration” and/or “‘a decla-
ration of freedom of religion in a pluralistic
society.” Such statements might well be pro-
duced by the Council, and, if issued, will
probably cause a great many non-Catholics to
fall all over themselves in praising the Vatican
as a new champion of religious freedom. How-
ever, while the leopard might change his
spots in the interest of camouflage, hc is not
likely to pull his teeth or dull his appetite.
Non-Catholics should recognize that what ap-
pear to be Vatican policy changes are in
reality but propaganda tricks or shifts in
tactics; the Church’s basic orientations and

goals remain the same.
$ ¥ %

Catholics are always weeping and moaning:

about the lack of funds to do the work of
the Loxd, but Notre Dame University, South
Bend, Indiana, seems to have no difficulty
in raising $18,000,000 in gifts and pledges for
its building campaign and in obtaining a
$16,000,000 Ford Foundaton grant. Notre
Dame is currently finishing an eight million
dollar, two million volume. library, believed
to be the largest collegiate library building
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in the world. — ND also announced that
donations to the building fund from more
than 16,000 alumni averaged $365. (How
many of us donate $365 per year to the cause
of reason and freedom?)

% % %

As a result of continued Catholic pressures,
students at two Missouri state colleges, the
Missouri Schools of Mines and Southwest Mis-
souri State- College, may mnow take religion
courses for credit. Although these programs
are reported to involve no public funds, the
whole business strikes me as being rather
questionable. ‘How long will it be before
state universities are giving credit for sectarian
instruction in Baptist, Methodist, Seventh Day
Adventist, Jewish and Greek Orthodox the-
ology?

% % %

The National Education Association, the
616,000 member group which represents a
majority of the country’s teachers, continues
to oppose federal aid for non-public schools.
NEA president Robert Wyatt recently pre-
sented the teachers’ views before hearings of
the House Education Committee.

% % %

The Catholic press is gloating that the 2nd
Vatican Council was responsible for toning
down the anticlericalism at a recent POAU
convention in Denver. Baptist Dr. Stanley
Stuber, executive director of the Missouri
Council of Churches who attended some ses-
sions of the Vatican Council as an observer.
was lulled into stating that *‘there was a real
desire on the part of the Roman Catholic
bishops to make us feel at ease. There was no
strategy, no insincerity in their friendship.”” —
But, fortunately, POAU was not lulled to sleep.
Theodore Smylie, president of POAU’'s St.
[Louis chapter, led- an -attack . on Citizens for
Educational Freedom, a Jesuit front organiza-
tion repeatedly exposed in the Rationalist.

£ % %

Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Clarence Elwell
of Cleveland told an interfaith meeting in that
city that *‘U. S. Educators must make a
thorough study of religious education through-
out the world in order to deal with the problem
of getting back into American public schools.”
But two non-Catholics, Congregationalist Geo.
E. Drew and American Jewish Committee area"
director Irving Levine, supported the principle
of church-state separation and urged that
parents and churches provide religious in-
struction on their own time.

% » %

In Kansas City, William Ball, a lay flunky"



and spokesman for the hierarchy, told a joint
Catholic-Jewish symposium that Catholics need
Jewish help in getting government aid for
parochial schools. “We would hope,” said
Ball, “that — in the matter of Catholic edu-
cation — no enouragement and no cooperation Fr,ei das ~w°r4|-
would be lent by Jewish quarters to the forces
of extremism in the field of church-state re- - | , 1
lations.” Ball, who was the principle author Fre' der Gedane'
of a 1961 study on church-related schools and ‘
federal aid sponsored by the L.egal Department
of the National Catholic Welfare Conference
(the hierarchy's official mouthpiece), referred
to the church-state separation principle as a OUR
“sloganized rigidity,” said that education can- _
not be theologically neutral, and insisted that BEST WISHES
government subsidize the ‘‘secular” portions
of parochial education. to the
[ ]
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by ELDON SCHOLL

The magnificent support given to Madalyn Mur-
ray and her court case has shown that the Ra-
tionalist movement can support worthy causes. This
kind of activity has never been effectively or-
ganized, even in the Murray case, which was an
exception to the past fifteen years or more.

The movement has had poor leadership and poor
support. Many leaders have not benefited the
movement and a few thought they could be sup-
ported in style. We can’t do much about the past
mistakes except to learn from them and do some-
thing about our future. We have supported the
wrong people in the past, much to the regret of
many. - After a while we are reluctant to support
anything. We would caution our readers to be
careful about your support. There are only a
few points to watch.

Any organization to be honest has elected of-
ficers with announced meetings. The officers are
not “owners” of the organization. And watch for
audited financial statements and for leaders who
work for the movement, not for themselves. It
is always easy to donate and let the other fellow
do the work for you but if you do this then make
sure your money is going for the benefit of the
movement. If you believe in democracy then join
only those organizations in which you have the
right to vote. Do not accept promises as fact.
Support Rationalism, not individuals posing as a
movement.

There are several organizations that meet the
above requirements, one of which is the American
Rationalist Federation, composed of all the older,
experienced, and organized local groups of Ra-
tionalists. Member organizations belonging to the
federation must meet minimum standards and this
screens out undesirable organizations. National
activity for the movement should be carried out
by a national organization. In the case of the ARF
Wwe have the local groups working together in the
national area. We can’t see any other way to deal
with all situations. The ARF can handle all situ-
ations if supported. It was founded by the older
organizations that understood the entire picture
and concluded that all the one-man “national”
organizations in the past never were successful.
The half-dozen today are not successful and are
no credit to the movement.

The ARF is the only Rationalist aetivity or-
ganized “from the ground up.” And there should be
only one. such national organization. The officers
are elected through delegates from local groups
and can be voted out at any time. Their tarms are
yearly.

Dictatorship belongs to the Catholic Church. If
you disagree with it you cannot voice an opinion
or vote, only walk out. Our movement should do
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better than this. — The ARF was founded om
democratic lines and there are many who care-
fully watch for any slight infraction of the rule.

Before any one can organize the movement na-
tionally, he or she should gain  experience and
knowledge of the movement by first working in
committee, or organizing his own locality and
progress up to a national officer. If that person
can be a success and be able to wWork with others
on a local basis, then he or she might be ready
to work in national or internationl areas. The
movement has not recovered from the last sudden
organizer who some years ago caused more harm
than good and almost destroyed it.

If only one idea emerges from this and can be
remembered, it is: RETAIN YOUR VOTE! This
reporter would welcome readers’ opinions and ex-
periences on this subject,

& * *

Dr. R. C. Traill, president of the RATIONALIST
SOCTETY OF AUSTRALIA was appointed as vice-
principal of the Royal Melbourne Institute of Tech-
nology. For some years he has been head of the
Chemistry Department.

* * L]

Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery recently
received front page news for saying that Christians
with their promised reward of life ever after are
most reluctant to leave this wicked world. He
added he found hymns a bit dismal.

Speaking at a banquet in Stockholm City Hall,
after receiving the Nobel Prize for Literature,
John Steinbeck, author of “The Grapes of Wrath,”
said that man has assumed “God-like power” and
was ‘“our greatest hazard and our only hope.” He
added that “we must seek in ourselves for the
responsibility and the wisdom we once prayed some
deity might have.”

& ® *

Doctor Francis Crick, Nobel Prize winner for
medicine, resigned his fellowship of Churchill Col-
lege, Cambridge, because they planned to build a
chapel. “Why should I support the propagation of
error?”” he asked. Later, when interviewed on
BBC television, Dr. Crick was agked if he believed
in God. Ile replied: “No, of course nol.”

] ok

Dr. Peter Remmant, Professor of Philosophy at
the University of British Columbia, caused a sensa-
tion receally when he spoke to a crowded audi-
torium of students at a lunch-hour lecture on why
he didn’t believe in God. According to the press,
gasps repeatedly rippled through the audience,
and one student whispered: “I can't believe it.” He
found none of the arguments for God convincing.
He said, “They represent nothing but (the) familiar
human itendency to personify our own ignorance.”
Theologians, he pointed out, filled in the gaps of
scientific explanation by God. “A system of ex-
planation which loses itself in a mystery isn't a
very good system of explanation,” said Dr. Rem-
mant.

& ® %

Thomas Hyslop, Provost of Denny, caused a
local and <(Scottish) national sensation last year
when he refused to attend the Kirkin’ of the Council
because he was an Atheist. -~ The Sunday Post
devoted a page to Mr. Hyslop and his atheistic
views under the heading “The Honest Truth”.
Asked if he ever had doubts about atheism he



answered “Never. But I don’t blame Christians
for doubting the existence of a benevolent God.
With millions starving on the earth, with pain,
illness, threat of war, there’s plenty to doubt.” When
asked if he had read the Bible he replied: “I
certainly have. But how many professing Christians
know the Christian faith?” On life after death
Mr. Hyvslop said: “It is vanity and fear that cause
people to want a life after death.”
* * &

“A cradle-to-grave service from a priesthood un-
impeded by family ties” was the description of
Roman Catholicism in the BBC television program
“That Wag The Week That Was” The program
went on ‘“The Pope claims to be infallible but he
cant’ tell you which television set to buy, onlv
which television programs not to watch.” The
program was equally irreverent at the expense of
other religions assessing them ag you would assess
merchandise from the standpoint of the consumer.
“How much do you have to put th? What do you
get out of it?” The Church of England was con-
sidered the best buy, being pretty well adaptable
to all needs. There was sirong criticism of the
program. The nighl befure this program a “To-
night” program criticized a “weeping Madonna’”
film taken in Sicily as shoddy commercialism and
sanctimonious vulgarity blossoming from the al-
teged miracle. Among the writers for the “That
‘Was the Week” show, two described themselves
as “the usual agnostics’” and one, Christopher
Booker, called himself an atheist.

Among evidence of a change in the BBC is the
fact the booklet “BBC Variety Programmes Policy
Guide for Writers and Producers” has been with-
‘drawn, which means lifting the ban on references
to religion, royalty, politicians and sex in light
entertainment programs.

*® Ed *

Mr. Cyril Cannon of West Wickham, Kent,
England, set himself the task of copying the New
Testament in copperplate handwriting. It took
580 hours and 848 pages. Interviewed on television
he said “I am not a deeply religious man.” He told
a TV interviewer though his understanding of the
Pauline epistles had increased it had not improved
his estimation of Paul.

* * *

The death of Bayard Simmons brings to a close
the long, useful life of a well known freethinker.
He died at Croydon, England, where he was born
and where he received 22 wounds during the bomb-
ings in the Second World War. He was a pioneer
in the struggle for women’s rights and was the
first man to go to prison for the Suffragettes. He
was proud of this honor. He was a Fabian, a mem-
ber of the Independent Labour Party in his early
years and for some time was private secretary to
H. G. Wells. His father was a lay preacher but
once uttered blasphemy in the chapel and had to
be drowned out by the organist playing a Bach
Fugue. At dinner that night Thomas Frederick
Simmons told his family there was no God. Bayard
was seven years old at the time. Many of Bayard
Simmons’ verses.-were published in the Freethinker
and later collected into two volumes. He was
elected to the board of G. W. Foote and Co., and
sérved on the editorial committee. He did a great
deal of translation, especially from the Russian.
He lived a long .and full 80 years.

The quip of an Anglican bishop: “The Church
of Rome: claims she is infallible; the Church of
England says only that she is right.”

* £ *

The Dean of Canterbury was shocked to read
that Somerset Maughm .didn’t believe in God.
*od ok
The NATIONAL SECULAR SOCIETY is build-
ing a tape-recording library for use by its branches
or members throughout England and it proved
valuable when a speaker was unable to appear for
a meetting at Glasgow.

ES L I

writes that

Joseph Lewis writes that

Lewis he expects to go-to
London soon to make arrangements for the Thomas
Paine statue. “When I went to London Ilast
October to make the offer, the betting was 1000
to 1 that I would not succeed.” If any of our
readers see any news item about the Thomas
Paine sta‘ue in London, please mail it to us.

]

" RARE BOOKS
OFFER!

Les Commentaires de Cesar

(in French)
3 volumes, published in 1827, Paris,
paper bound, 41, "'x7 V4" $7.50

Les Institutes de I’Empereur Justinien
(in French) .
3 volumes, published in 1806, Paris,
leather bound, 4"x61," $10.00

Collected Works of Goethe and

Schiller

(in English)
12 volumes, published in 1902,
Boston. Cloth bound, 5% "x8%: ",
illustrated.

Ida M. Tarbell: The Lifo of

Abraham Lincoln
4 volumes, published in 1899, cloth
bound, size 6'x'9" $10.00

Collected Works of Emanuel Geibel
{in German)
4 volumes, published in 1888,.
cloth bound, size 434 "x7 V"

$25.00

$5.00

Early: History of Rome - by Livi
(in Latin)
12 volumes, published in 1779,

leather bound, size 4''x7" $75.00

 Walter Hoops

5437 Enright Ave.  St. Louis 12, Mo.
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The Roman Catholic Index
Of Forbidden Books

by EMMETT McLOUGHLIN

Author of: PEOPLE'S PADRE, AMERICAN CUL-
TURE AND CATHOLIC SCHOOLS; CRIME AND
IMMORALITY IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.

Very much confusion prevails in the minds
of both Protestants and Catholics regarding the
INDEX OF FORBIDDEN BOOKS. Some
Catholics deny its existence because they have
not studied the Catholic religion for themselves,
and nuns when teaching catechism say nothing
ahont it because they know practically nothing
about it. Priests as a rule do not teach their
people about it because, in a Democracy that
is supposed to guarantee freedom of thought,
they cannot explain the inconsistencies of
American freedom of thought and the re-
strictive legislation of the Church that will not
let its people think. - Catholic bookstores
routinely will say there is no such thing be-
cause they never had a copy of it for sale.

The Index is based on ancient laws of the
Church which forbid the reading of anything
at all that might disturb the Catholic, be he
priest or.layman, in the smug confidence of
the divine origin of his religion. This rather
vague prohibition of earlier centuries has been
codified in the Code of Canon Law, which is
now used to govern the Roman Cathalic
church. The moral theology textbooks point out
the guilt, as far as sin is concerned, in violating
these laws; and the Code of Canon Law itself
prescribes the ecclesiastical penalties for this
violation. '

GREETINGS
' and
BEST WISHES

for a long and useful service for
FREEDOM of THOUGHT! -

Thomas Paine Society
.. .. of Missouri
Ecclesiastical Tyranny Is Not

Admlssable Iin The United States.
— Thomas Paine.
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The Index may be divided into two parts.
They are, first the part that condemns books
by title and author; second by, and, by far
the most important, the section that condemns
books by type or category. The listing of
books condemned specifically by title and
author comprises the lesser group of forbidden
books. It is obvious that even an efficient
Vatican ‘‘Congregation” or department could
not possibly keep up with the volume of books
being published around the world. If the
slowness of the Roman Catholic ‘congregations’
is also taken into consideration, it can be
realized that this specific listing of books would
be antiquated by the time it were published.

Some books are being routinely condemned
by title and author, and their listing appears
in current issues of Acta Spostolicae Sedis, the
official periodical of the Vatican. They are
also listed in the “Commentary on Canon
Law” published by Bouscaren. These books
are usually of Italian, and French and German
authors, because the members of the ‘‘con-
gregation” in Rome do not seem to be too
familiar with the books published in the English
language; or, if so, they are published in such
profusion that the Hierarchy cannot keep up
with them. If a recompilation of books con-
demned by title and author is routinely pub-
lished, it is not widely circulated, at least in
the English speaking world. It is certain that
the average Catholic priest does not have
such a list available, nor does the average
Catlwlic [amily.

Most books that are condemned are for-
bidden by category. The following summary
is taken from the Roman Catholic texthook
MORAL THEOLOGY, by Reverend Heribert
Jone, published by the Newman Press, West-
minster, Maryland, 1952, p. 269 seq. Al
Roman Catholic textbooks, whether written in
English, or, as is more common, in Latin,
teach exactly the same to the finest detail,
because the censorship of books is contained
in the Code of Canon Law which is obligatory

‘on all Roman Catholics in the world.

Ecclesiastical Legislation on Books

Tht Church’s laws concerning books are
divided into those that treat of censorship,
and those that deal with the prohibition of
books.

What is said of “books” in the two follow-
mg chapters applies also to newspapers, maga-
zines and other publlcatlons, unless it is evxdent
that “books” are to be understood in the
strict sense (C. 1384) Pamphlets and leaf-
lets, too, come under these regulations; but
duplicated and mimeographed material is not



included (unless it is published in this form),
e.g., the duplicated lectures of a professor for
the convenience of his students.

Chapter 1
THE CENSORSHIP OF BOOKS

1. Books to be submitted to the Church’s
censorship, whether written by the clergy or
the laity, are the following: 1. The books of
Sacred Scripture as well as annotations and
commentaries thereon; IlI. books that treat of
Holy writ, Theology, Church History, Canon
Law, natural theology, ethics and other cog-
nate sciences; prayer books and books of
devotion; books that contain religious, moral,
ascetical, mystical or similar teaching, and
other such books that are of special interest
to religion and morality, even though their
purpose is to foster piety; Ill. sacred pictures,
no matter by what process they are to be
printed, and whether to be published with
prayers or not (C. 1385).

Permission for publication must be given
in writing. The ‘‘nihil obstat™ (nothing
prevents it) of the censor should precede the
“Imprimatur’”’ (let it be printed) of the Bishop.
Generally the name of the censor is also to be
added (C. 1393). In the printed book itself
the name of the censor need not be published;
but the “Imprimatur’”’ and the name of him
who granted it must be indicated, as well as
the time and place of the granting. This may
be placed at the beginning or at the end of
the book. (C. 1394.)

Translations and new editions (not mere
reprints), require a new approbation. This

is not required for the separate publication

of articles that have appeared in periodicals
(C. 1392).

2. Permission without censorship is re-
quired for the publication of a work by:

I. The laity when writing for newspapers

or magazines that are hostile to the Catholic .

religion or good morals (C. 1386).

This permission is granted by the local
Ordinary. .

2. The diocesan clergy even when they
write books on secular subjects or when they
contribute to, or edit, periodical literature or
daily papers. (C. 1386). 4

3. Religious who must first obtain the per-
mission of their major superiors and then that
of the local Ordinary when they publish a
book. or write for daily papers or periodical

magazines or edit the same (C. 1385, 1386).
The “Local Ordinary” is either the bishop

of the diocese wherein the convent is situated

or the bishop of the printer or the publisher.

Greetings
from
Ludmila
and
Victor
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. - The violation of these laws is usually
a grave (mortal) sin.

In less important matters there is only a
venial sin, more so in case permission alone is
required than when the work must also be
submitted to ecclesiastical censorship.

Chapter 11
THE PROHIBITION OF BOOKS

I. The extent of the Prohibition. A for-
bidden book is one which. without due per-
mission, may not be published, read, retained,
sold, translated, or in any manner whatsoever
communicated to others (C. 1398).

lI. Books forbidden by the common law
of the Church are:

I. Editions of the original text of the
Sacred Scriptures published by non-Catholics;
likewise, translations of the same made or
published by them.

2. Books that in any way defend heresy
or schism or that tend to undermine the
foundations of religion.

3. Books which, of set purpose, attack re-
ligion or morals.

4. Books of non-Catholics which pro-
fessedly treat of religion unless it is clear that

they contain nothing contrary to Catholic faith.
5. Books published without due ecclesi-

astical approval which treat of Sacred Scripture,
or contain annotations and commentaries there-
on or translations thereof into the vernacular;
books containing new apparitions, revelations,
visions, prophecies or miracles or which seek
to introduce new devotions.

6. Books which attack or ridicule any
Catholic dogma or defend errors proscribed

by the Holy See; books which disparage divine

worship, or seek to undermine ecclesiastical
discipline, or avowedly defame the ecclesi-
astical hierarchy, the clerical or religious state.

Therefore, a book is forbidden which con-
tains a collection of defamatory accounts con-
cerning various popes or of the priestly or
religious states, not, however, if the person of
one individual pope or a certain religious order
is disparaged. .

7. Bodks which teach or approve of super-
stition, fortune telling, divination, magic , . .
spiritism and other such practices.

8. Books which declare duels, suicide and
divorce to be lawful: furthermore. books that
treat of freemasonry and similar secret so-
cieties, maintaining that they are useful or that
they are harmless to the Church and civil
society,

9. Books which, with avowed intention,
treat of, describe or teach, lewd or obscene
matters, such as the methods of birth control.

18 ® The American Rationalist

10. Liturgical books containing unauthor-
ized changes so that they no longer agree with
the authentic editions approved by the Holy
See.

11. Those books which contain apocryphal
indulgences, or such as have been condemned
or revoked by the Holy See.

12. Also forbidden are all images, how-
ever reproduced, of Christ, the Blessed Virgin,
the Angels, Saints, or other Servants of God
that are not in keeping with the sentiment and
decrees of the Church.

N.B.: Besides those named there are other
books proscribed by the special decrees of
competent authorities (Cf. C 1395).

IV. The violation of the laws on the pro-
hibition of books is in itself a grave (mortal
sin); but in matters of lesser moment there
is only a venial sin,

To retain forbidden books is a mortal sin
if one keeps them for more than a month., ~——
It is not sinful to keep a book for a short time
either because one intends to surrender it to
the authorities or hecause he {s‘ awaiting per-
mission to read it.

CENSURES “LATAE SENTENTIAE”
Anrticle 1

Individual Excommunications

An excommunication “‘Speciali modo™ (in
a special way) reserved to the Holy See is in-
curred by: '

Those who publish, defend, or who know-
ingly read or retain without the requisite per-
mission books of apostates, heretics or schis-
matics, or books nominally proscribed by Apos-
tolic Letters, provided such books have ac-
tually been published (C. 2318).

Excommunication deprives a Catholic of the
Sacraments of his Church. He cannot go to
confession, receive communion, be married, or
receive the Last Rites. He cannot even be

Q/_a
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buried in a Catholic cemetery even if he owns
a plot and his wife is already buried there.
(C. 2260, 2261).

Average Catholics and most Protestants do
not realize the extreme implications of the
above regulations. A grave or mortal sin
means hell fire for Catholics for all eternity
if they die without repentance which usually
involves going to confession to a priest.

This means eternal hell fire for a Catholic
layman who writes an article for the Christian
Science Monitor, or Church and State Review,
or the Christian Century without permission.

(C. 1386).

This means eternal hell fire for a priest who
writes regularly for the New York Times, the
Saturday Evening Post, or for the National
Geographic Magazine without permission. —
(C.1386).

This means that your Cathalic neighbor is
excommunicated and condemned to hell for-
ever if he reads your copy of the King James
or the Revised Standard Bible. (C. 1399).

This means excommunication and hell for-
ever if he merely reads the Book of Mormon
of the Latter Day Saints, Science and Health
of the Christian Scientists, the Great Con-
troversy of the Seventh Day Adventists, or any
writings of Luther, Calvin, Zwingli or any
other Protestant theologian or historian. —
(C. 1399).

A Catholic hangs over the pit of hell with
a mortal sin on his soul if he reads a book
defending American freedom of thought,
American freedom of worship, American
separation of Church and State because all of
these ‘‘errors’”’ have heen ‘‘proscribed by the
Holy See.” (C. 1399-6).

in the light of the above it is difficult to
understand how Roman Catholics and their
priests can reconcile their acceptance of ‘the
Index and its ramifications with the principles
and freedoms of American Democracy.

An intelligent, sincere American cannot be
an intelligent sincere Roman Catholic, for a
sincere Catholic must accept and live up to
everything his church teaches, not merely the
doctrines or laws that he agrees with.

S

THE DEVIL . . .

Y confess to a sneaking respect for Satan, for he
is preeminently successful in his chosen profession.

He sat into the game with a cash capital of one
snake; now he’'s got half the globe grabbed and an
option on the other half . . . I have heen called
a defender of the devil; but I hope that won't
prejudice the ladies against me, as it was a woman
who discovered him.

— From William Cowper’s “Iconoclast” published
in the 1890’s in Waco, Texas.

Readers’ Forum °

LETTER SENT BY LEE MERIWETHER
TO MRS. MADALYN MURRAY:

T've heard how Maryland is treating you and
your boy, Bill, bccause you are atheists —— gpitting
in your face as you walk a street, throwing rotten
eggs at you, dumping garbage on your lawn, beat-
ing Bill with a baseball bat, etc. This does not
surprise me. I'll be surprised if Maryland treats
you decently.

Once Maryland, with steel forceps, tore the
tongue out of an atheist’s mouth, then tied him
to a stake and burned him alive. — Thanks to
philosophers like Voltaire, historians like Gibbon
and orators like Robert Ingersoll, Marylang does
not torture and kill atheists now; but it regards
them as more vicious and less truthful than con-
victed felons. Maryland lets burglars and bank
robbers testify in court if they say they believe
the Bible is'God’s word; 'Maryland forbids atheists
to testify even if theirs is the only testimony that
can save an innocent man from conviction of
murder,

The Rationalist Society of St. Louis appointed
me chairman of a committee to go to Annapolis
and urge appeal of the state’s anti-atheist law. I
accepted the appointment but not one of the
150 legislators is willing to sponsor a bill to re-
peal the anti-atheist law.

After 100 years Maryland stopped killing the
atheists; after another 100 years it may step
treating them as brutally as it does now. This will
help posterity; it wont’ help you and Bill. The
thing for you to do is to move to another state
that does not have Maryland’s barbaric law.

WM *® *
CLERICALISM IN RHODE ISLAND ...
AND IN MEXICO

Congratulations to Fred M. Dusenbury, Jr., for
his brilliant rationalist letter-writing as reported
in the March issue of AR. And may he train his
literary talents on the even greater need for ra-
tionalist (and Constitutional) procedures in the
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AUGUST 23, 24, 25, 1963
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entire schoo! system of Rhode Island. In Rhode
Island, the Christian Science Monitor: “reported
March 2, a legal showdown is shaping up over a
law signed on February 27 by Gov. Chafee that
provides for state aid in the purchase of textbooks
by private schools. Most of these -schools are
Catholic as this state is now largely Catholic in
population. The priests there are thus unusually
honest in their arrogance in demanding state aid.
And, the politicians, in proportion, weak, meek,
and submissive. This textbook bill was passed in
the R.X. House by 67 to 8.

Only one Democrat was American enough to vote
against it. She (sic) was Arline R. Kiven, and
mijght well be a good person to contact for support
in- counter-attack on this measure.

The subservience of the politicians to the Church,
especially in R..L, but more or less everywhere, may
be. judged from the need of the U.S. Supreme
Court, Feb. 18, to declare unconstitutional the ac-
tivities of a Rhode Island “Commission to KEn-
courage Morality in Youth.” The activities of this
commission, established by the R. I. legislature, said
the ‘Supreme Court, amounted to unconstitutional
censorship. What the commission did was to warn
book and magazine wholesalers and retailers not
to handle certain “immoral” publications.

I; is worthy to note, by God, that the U. 8.
Supreme Courl decision, against what was effective
Catholic ‘censorship in Rhode Island, was delivered
by Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., a Catholic. Some
Catholic publications have charged that he ig in-

" Books By And About
- VOLTAIRE .

CANDIDE AND OTHER PHILOSOPHICAL
TALES $1.75 .
- THE-LIVING THOUGHTS OF VOI.TAIRE

presented by Andre Maurois 65
" THE PORTABLE VOLTAIRE

ed. by Ben Ray Redman 1.80
VOLTAIRE, INCOMPARABLE [NFIDEL ‘
by Joseph Lewis 1.50
VOLTAIRE AND THE FRENCH
ENLIGHTENMENT
by Will Durant .35
ORATION ON VOLTAIRE :
by Victor Hugo 35
WIT AND WISDOM OF VOLTAIRE 35
TEN DIALOGUES ON RELIGION AND
PHILOSOPHY
by Voltaire 35
VOLTAIRE - A LECTURE
by Clarence Darrow 35
PHILOSOPHICAL LETTERS by
Voltaire 1.80
Book Service - AR
5437 Enright Ave.  St. Louis 12, Mo.
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fluenced by “Communism.” Feel better or worse,
Mr. Dusenbury, with such company? Hope you
can enlist his support, too, in the further fight
needed in Rhode Tsland! ’

Down in Mexico, it’s the same — only different,
and worse. The MONITOR reports, March 2 also,
that the government there DOES provide textbooks
for compulsory distribution to primary age children
in both public ang private schools. This, the Catholic
Church there, does NOT like.

Of course, in Mexico too, the Church wants text-
books at government expense. But it apparently
wants to write what the books teach, too.

The director of the Mexican government’s pro-~
gram, Martin Luiz Guzman, told the Monitor that
the Church’s schools controlled the private text-
books business through an alliance with business.
“Until our program started,” he said, ‘“even the
books that public school children used were anti-
government and pro-Church. Not a single history
text published by a private company mentioned
the fact that the leader of our independence move-
ment was a priest: Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla.” (The
Church defrocked and excomumunicated him.) —
(Father Hidalgo was finally executed, along with
all his close followers . . . apparently with the aid
of the Church.) “No history text mentioned these
facts. Our textbools do, That is why the Church
does not want them,” Guzman concluded.”

In many persons’ opinion, this would be equi-
valent to leaving out George Washington from
American history. ' P. HENSEL.

£l ® £ 3
Dear Sir:

Most people who believe in the personified mono-
lithic deity say that God, among other things, is
all-perfect because He is pure spirit and therefore
knows of every move that man makes. Yet, how
can this be? Exactly how does God know of every
move that man makes? Does He see us? Hear us?
Touch us? Smell us? Or sense us in some other
manner?

He obviously cannot perceive us by sensory means
since He is pure spirit and can therefore have no
organs upon which are registered gense impulses.
And if he cannot somehow sgense us, He cannot
know of every move we make and hence He is
imperfect.

But yet, if He does sense us, this means that He is
susceptible to both pleasure and pain in one degree
or another and since He is infinitely superior to
man, it stands to reason that His senses are much
more highly developed and He is therefore subject
to both intense pain and intense pleasure. But if
God is subject to intense pain, how can He be
perfect? Would it not be impossible to “hurt” a
perfect being? On the other hand, if God cannot
perceive either pleasure or pain, this means that
He is indifferent to both pleasure and pain and
is therefore a Stoic. But most sophisticateq and
respectable religions condemn Stoicism ag a false
doctrine and therefore by necessity must condemn
God as a false being, unless they wish to admit
that, due to the ability to experience pain, He is
not. perfect. Now since non-helieverg also condemn
this perfect God as a falsehood, it follows that
both believers and non-believers are in perfect
accord that a perfect God is a perfect myth. —
So what are we all fighting about anyway?

RICHARD SUMAKITIS,
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BOOK SERVICE - AR
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHRISTIAN ORIGINS
by Georges Ory

This fascinating booklet, translated from a 1961
French publication, reasons that Christianity began
as a mystery religion and was later coupled with
Judaism.  This infterpretation of the evidence,
plausible but complicated by many other consldera-
tions, is only the basis of the complete picture. Ory
suggests also, therefore, that a sect following a
Chrestos became confused with that of Paul, who
followed Christos. Serapis was called Chrestus, as
were several other mystery gods, and the title
meant “good,” but several references to the word
in ancient texts have been supposed to mean Christ.

Such bald statements as the above are unfair to
the pamphlet, as it reasons and gives sources. It
seems that early manuscripts of various types are
still ful]l of unappreciated clues. How could Clement
of Alexandria, in listing the symbols of Christianity,
have neglected to mention the cross? How could
Melito, about 170 C.E., write about Nero’s cruelties
without mentioning his supposed persecution of
Christiang in 84? What of the strange case of the
ignorant and
been chosen by Jesus to be apostles?

~In the Clementine Homilies, of the third cen-
tury, it is clearly implied that Paul came with a
false doctrine and was supplanted by Peter with
the truth, after the fall of Jerusalem in 70. Also,
Christ was distinguished from the Son of Man.
Marcion, in 140, was content to have Jesus, the
son of ‘God, arrive as a full-grown man, although
only in the form of man.

A great deal is condensed into 60 pages, and the
footnotes give references and further items of
interest.
cussed. A distinction is made between the Cross of
the Sun or Light, and that of a crucifixion. The
Secular Society of London and 'the Rationalist Union
of Paris have here given us a bargain.

— Harry E. Mongold

Order through Book Service - AR, 5437 Enright
Ave., St. Louis 12, Mo. 50c ea. — 3 for $1.00.
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STUDENT
by David Horowitz
The author is @ teaching assistant in English at
the University of California at Berkeley. In this

book, he ¥eports on the political activities of the
Berkeley students and attempts to answer the
charges hurled by the right wing organizations
against these students. Much space is devoted to
the events leading up to “Operation Abolition.”
According to Horowitz, the heat student has now

been replaced by a Student who is politically
mature and serious, who is learning to be politieally
effective. Today’s student, he adds, is constantly
thwarted in his attempts to gain a thorough under-
standing of present workd cultures. He is much
maligned for his belief in the necessity for freedom
of inquiry.

Justice Black is guoted many times, concerning
his interpretation of the First Amendment of the
Constitution. Excerpts from magazine  articles
and newspaper items add interest. To conclude a
thorough coverage of the role played by today’s
student, Horowitz discusses the stand taken by the
University of California to the recent occurrenees.

) — Nan Mongald

Order through Book Service - AR, 5437 Enright
Ave., St. Louis 12, Mo., 65c.
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CHURCH, STATE AND ROME
by W. E. R. 0’Gorman
This is a privately published paperback, written

ineffective disciples said to have"

The sources of the god Jesus are dis-

The Next President of Our Country
May Be a MORMON. ..

Are Mormons a harmless sect?
: Can They be Trusted?
o ° |
G. T. HARRISON — a former Mormon — |
has expressed his misgivings in two books: /

MORMONS ARE PECULIAR PEOPLE
$3.25

. MORMONISM — NOW AND THEN
‘ $5.25

- Book Service - AR
5437 Enright Ave.  St. Lovis 12, Mo.

{An article on Mormonism by ARTHUR B.
HEWSON will appear in a forthcoming issve
of the American Rationalist).
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by a man who was reared as a Protestant, who
becamé and remained a Roman Catholic for more
than thlrty years, who was ordained and continued
as.atR. C. priest for seventeen years, who" resigned
from that church in 1953 to rejoin the Protestant
communion, and who has since conducted a crusade
to warn the American people of the great and
imminent danger which the Vatican complex poses
for our future. Mr. O’Gorman is another Emmett
McLoughlin and, as Rationalists, we must wish
him well in his principal endeavor, which is to
expose the social, economic, and political machin-
ations of the vatican and its agents, lay and clerical,
throughout the world, and especially in the United

States.

To the well-informed Rationalist or freethinker,
there is not much that is entirely new in the book.
But it is this sort of material which we should
place in the hands of our slumbering Protestant and
secularist friends. CHURCH, STATE AND ROME
s a popularly written and factual handbook ot the
principal practices and doctrines of the unchanging
and monolithic Church of Rome. It is a sad com-
mentary indeed upon the human race that it does
tolerate such a monsirous thing as Lhis tu exist on
the face of this earth. We believe with Mr. O'Gor-
man that the Vatican and its organization con-
stitute by far the greatest threat to culture now
existing on thig planet. We need a thousand more
like him to alert this generation to the peril now
facing us.

One of the most impressive elements in O'Gor-
man’s book consists in the incisive manner in
which he shows the Roman Catholic Church, far
from being a bulwark against Communist totali-
tarianism, is its prolific breeding-ground, and in-
deed, often its friend and ally. In spite of all its
propaganda to the contrary, there is no wserious
quarrel between the Vatican and Khrushchev. They
are brethren under the skin. Communism does
nof. grow in Protestant or in secularist-democratic
countries: it flourishes in those dominated by the
Vatican and constitutes the only available weapon

by which ithe oppressed can revolt against the.

horrible conditions resulting from the rule of the
Hierarchy. As an example, O'Gorman cites the
case of Bishop Wyszinski of Poland, who cam-

paigned for an all-communist government in his'

own country and who was thereafter lauded in
Rome and rewarded with a cardinal’'s hat. O’Gorman
also points out that all such corrupt American
political machines as ithose of Tammany Hall,
Hague of New Jersey, Prendergast of Kansas City,
and many 'others of the same kind, have-all been
dominated entirely by Roman Catholics. He might
have added the Mafia to the list.

I deem it a privilege to recommend Church, State

and Rome to all readers of the American Rationalist
and to add that we should do our best to get this
book into as many hands as possible.
— Martin A. Larson.
Order through Book Service - AR, 5437 Enright
Ave., St. Louis 12, Mo. — $1.90.
)

& The intellectual attainments of a man who thinks
for himself resemble a fine painting, where the
light and shade are correct, the tone sustained, the
color perfectly harmonized; it is true to life.

' — SCHOPENHAUER.
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GREETINGS

© to the

American Rahonallsf

from

The Czechoslovak
Rationalist Federation
of America

John Konvalinka, president
Vaclay Miniberger, secretary

ALL THE SUCCESS
to the

American Rationalist
on its Eighth Anniversary

from the

CZECHOSLOVAK - AMERICAN
CREMATING ASSOCIATION

John Konvalinka, president
Caroline Nemec, secretary
Victor Cejka, treasurer

WE GREET THE
Amerlcan Rahonallst

on its

EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY
Czech-American

National Alliance

Marie Kacer, president
Bela Kotrsal, secretary




Time and Its End
by Howard Slaatte
Vantage, $4.95. Serious study of the existentialist
Berdyaev, especially as to time. The doctrine in-
corporales Christian concepts and seems a typical
struggle with ambiguous words.
* * *
Logic and Existence
by Martin Foss
Philosophical Library, $4.75. Maneuvers abstrac-
tions, regards relations between substances as
part of the substances themselves, reasons about
reality, love, sin, value, faith, and beauty.
* & *
The Quest for Ethics
by James Simmons
Philosophical Library, 54 pp., $2.75. Briefly defines
the human being and urges education and shared
study of ideas, especially by a World University, as
a means of increasingly humanizing him.
Ed * *

BOOKS RECEIVED
MAN: HIS FIRST MILLION YEARS
(Revised), Montagu, 1962. Signet. 75c.

.
PIETY

Too many people presume that they are full of
the grace of God when they are only bilious . . .
They put up long prayers on Sunday; that's piety.
They bamboozle a green gosling out of his birth-
right on Monday; that’s business. They even
acquire two voices — a brisk business accent and
on Sunday a whine that would make a cub wolf
climb a tree.

— From William Cowper’s ‘‘Iconoclast” published
in the 1890’s in Waco, Texas.

The whole tone of the Church in regard to woman
is, to the last degree, contemptuous and degrading.
— Elizabeth Cady Stanton.

L]
CORRECTION;

Amos Ungherini writes that his Epigram, printed
last month in the AR, should have read:

Theology invents words that obscure,

Science invents works that endure.

Subscription Blank

AMERICAN RATIONALIST
P.O. Box 1762, St. Louis 99, Missouri

I want to subscribe to your magazine and
enclose $4.50 for 1 year ($8.00 for 2 years).

NAME (PLEASE PRINT}

Address

° If we begin with certainties, we shall end

in doubts; but if we begin with doubts, and

are patient in them, we shall end in certainties.
—Francis Bacon

© My brethren, by the bowels of Christ

I beseech you, bethink you that you may be
mistaken.

— Oliver Cromwell

AR o CLASSIFIED COLUMN e AR

{minimum) $1.00, — each
additional word 5 cents. Each group of four numerals count
as one word. For Box Numbers add 50c.

LA PAROLA del POPOLO
THE ONLY ITALO-AMERICAN MAGAZINE IN AMERICA
~— Written by Freethinkers in htalian —
For sample copies write to:
LA PARCLA del POPOLO
627 West Lake Street Chicaga 4, lllinois

THE RADICAL HUMANIST
finest weekly devoted to humanist
cultural, social and political events.
FOUNDERS: M. N. ROY and ELLEN ROY

Published in Calcutta, India
Subscription: $5.00 — Order through

BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Ave. St, Louis 12, Mo.

Sample copies available for 25¢

A FEW BOUND VOLUMES OF AR AVAILABLE:
1956-57 — $10.00
1957-58 — $10.00
1959-60 — $ 6.00
1961-62 — $ 6.00
BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Ave. St. Louis 12, Mo.

NEW ZEALAND RATIONALIST
..New. Zealand's Only Freethought Journal
Covering Philosophy, Science, literature, Religion
PUBLISHED IN AUCKLAND, N.Z. — $2.75 Yearly Subscription
Order through
BOOK SERVICE - AR

5437 Enright Ave. St. Louis 12, Mo.

Sample Copies Available af 25¢. |

RATES: Twelve words or less

India’s analysis  of

LA VOZ DE JUAREZ
Menxico's Outstanding Freethought Paper Published in Spanish
$1.00 PER YEAR — 12 ISSUES
Sample Copy 10c.
BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Ave. St. Louis 12, Mo.

WAY OUT — Monthly publication. $3.00 a year. Voice
for Individuali Freedom and Social Decentralization. Ask for
Free issue with ''The Green Revolution.” — SCHOOL OF
LIVING, Brookville, Ohio.

SOUTH AFRICAN RATIONALIST
Subscription — $1.00 Yearly
P.O. BOX 11221 JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA
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Klever Cards
15 Amusing, Witty Quips In Envelope — 25c.
Order From —
BOOK SERVICE - AR

5437 Enright Avenue St. Louis 12, Missouri

The Oldest Freethought Journal in the World

THE FREETHINKER
—— PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN LONDON —
Celebrated its 75th anniversary recently and still attacks
superstition with youthful vigor and intelligence.
Subscription: $5.50 a Year for 52 Issues
ORDER THROUGH
_: BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 ENRIGHT AVE. ST. LOUIS

SUPERSTITION and MENTAL INDIFFERENCE are dangerous.
Read the RIPSAW and be informed. — Sample copy 10c.
RIPSAW . P.O. Box 3002, Sta. B., South Bend, Indiana.

12, MO.

Rationalist Annual 1963

{England)
100 pages of fascinating articles by leading
British Rationalists.

CLOTH - $1.50

Older issues available:

1956 (cloth) e, $1.00
1957 (PUPEr} oo $0.75
1958 (PAPEr} oo $0.75
1959 (cloth} e $1.00

BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Avenve  St. Louis 12, Missouri

-WANTED: Joszph McCabe's ""Outline of Today's Knowledge'’,
H. Myles Roberts, 13417 98B Ave., Surrey, B.C.,, Canada.

A FEW COPIES of the Bound Volume of AR 1961-62 are
available at $6.00 each. BOOK SERVICE - AR, 5437 Enright
Ave., St. Louis 12, Mo,

OTTOKAR’S SARDONIC AND DISRESPECTFUL
CARTOON CARDS
Set of: 12 different drawings — 50c¢
Order From —
BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Avenue St. Louis 12, Missouri

Correction:
The Box Office number of the new magazine
TILL EULENSPIEGEL was given wrong in our
ads in the January and February issues. —
If your letter was returned, please try again.
The correct address is:

P. O. BOX 1573, CHICAGO 90, ILL.

Heavenly Humor
.An incense laden garland of irreverent revelry!

Freethought's unique collection of anti-clerical
ANECDOTES - LIMERICKS - POEMS - JOKES
PLAIN AND SIMPLE - DEFINITIONS - EPIGRAMS.

This book will cheer you for days and days and can
make an excellent present to sceptical friends and
borderline cases. — Most people ‘‘Enjoy the joke
which is directed against error, ignorance and folly”
{Martial) .

Where can you get 150 pages full of enjoyable
reading material for

$1.25°?

BOOK SERVICE - AR

5437 Enright Ave. St. Louis 12, Mo.

I'EINIS OLD BOOKS! — TRY ME!
This ARF member operates a free search service for o'd,
rare or out-of-print books,’ -
ALBERT HIRSCH, ROOM 111
1101 W. COLUMBIA AVENUE CHICAGO 26, ILL.

Anti-Clerical Stickers
perforated, 2 colors, 6 slogans per sheet of 60
(To make room for a completely new set of labels with
only one slogan per sheet as requested by many readers.)
$1.00 FOR 3 SHEETS — 180 LABELS
$2.00 FOR 7 SHEETS ~ 420 LABELS
$3.00 FOR 15 SHEETS — 900 LABELS

Order From —

BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Avenue St. Louis 12, Missouri

labels
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INSURANCE AGENCY OF AMERICA

AUTO — FIRE — CASUALTY — BOND
LIFE — MARINE

6502A DELMAR ST. LOUIS 30, MO.
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An Analysis of Christian
Origin

This booklet of 63 pages has been translated from
the French by the Secretary of the World Union of
Freethinkers. C. Bradlaugh Bonner. Georges Ory is
President of the Circle Renan of Paris and a scholar
of high standing,

The documentation and the references are based on
original source material and are absolutely reliable.

No other essay of this scope is at present avail-
able In English at this price.

One Copy 50c¢ - Three Copies $1.00
Postpaid

BOOK SERVICE - AR
5437 Enright Ave. St. Louis 12, Mo.
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