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DISSEltTATIONS, 
}:TL 

EXDO'V MEXTS,'" 

A FE'V years ago, tho question wl.ieh required to 
be argued on the subject of endowments, was 

the rig'ht of the State to interfere with them: not 
merely the right to bring them back to their original 
purpose whon by tho corruption 01' neg-Jig-cnce of the 
manager::; it hall been departed from, but the right to 
change altogether the application designed by the 
founder, This question now scarcely needs further 
argument. ])i:;cn~sion, and the progress of' political 
thought, 1H1\'e done theil' work, Wo haye well-nigh 
seen the last of the super:;tition which allowed the 
man who owned R. piece of land or a sum of money 
five hundred. year;'; ago, to make a biuding disposition 
determining what shot.ld be dono with it as long- us 
time or the British llation should last; which, after 
limiting an owner's powcr to tie up his property in 
favour of jlldivi,hUlI~ to t110 tcmn of 11 siugJe gerwru.· 

tion, think.~ it ::;po]iution to disobey hi::; orders after 
the lapse of ct'llturies, when their apparent lJlIl'pose is 

VOl,. Y. B 



2 ENDOWMENTS. 

connected with religion or elIUl·ity. These prejudicE's 
had nearly ceased Lo be fonlljd;tbl~, eveu befure Lhey 
received their death·blow from the triumphant passage 
through the House of Commons of the proposal tor 
diselldowing tl Ie Irish Prot(~stant Church. ·Whoever 
·'Voted, or would vote, for that great measure of justice 
and common senso, indicatct'l his opinion tJlrtt the 

jurisdiction of the State over Endowments extends, if 
need be, to an entire alteration of thcir purposes; 
and even those whose political or ecclesiastical par­
tisanship ranges them on the other side, find it con­
r;;ir;;if>nt. wit.h t.hpi1' p,.iT1~iples to propose nltel'nativo 

plans, as subversive us disendow1l1ellt itself of the 
legal rights vested by the endowment in c(Jl]ective or 
fictitious public persons. ThE're is, as 011 all other 
great questions, a minority behilld the age; which is 
as natural as t.hat there shoulll he minori.ties in 
advance of i.t. But with the bulk of the nation the 
indefeasibility of endowments is a, chimera of the past.: 
so much so, that those who fought hardest against 
this snper:>tition when it was alive, are now likely to 
find themselves under the oblig'ation, not of rc.arguing 
a gained cause, hut ruther of checking the reaction to 
a ~ontr:1ry extl'mne, whi~h so gelll~raIIy s\l~~p.,ds tllA 
defeat of an old error, when the conflict has been 
long. 

Such a reaction, in fact, is already commencing. 
Some of the most clrcctive and valuable champions of 
State authority oyer Endowments are claiming assent 
to doctrines which go far beyond provi(ling for the 
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aue ap'pEcation to public uses of funds given for the 
public bcnt'iiL. Some go the length of mlLilltuilling 
that enuo\vments, or certain great classes of them at 
least, even when their purposes hi.1ve not cease a to be 
useful. arc altogether an evil, as the purposes would 
be better attained without them. Others stop sLurt 
of'this, but rccommond t.hat it ~honlll bl? 111lbwl'nl to 

make endownwnts for any public pnrpose, except 
through the medium, and su~jcct to the lli.:SGl'elioll, of 
the Goyernment for tho time beiJ1~, or of an authority 
'l'eilponsible to Parliament., antI to those by whom 
pnrlinments awl g()\'{~rnmellt,s are IlWaC. In a paper 
in all other respects desel'vin~ of hig'h eulogium.* 
l\:1r. Fildl-onc of the men ",ho-:1e personal investiga­

tioIls have most largely contributed to make known 
the abuses of endowments-is not content with 
ca1ling' on statesmen to "estimate the enormous 
mi;;;chief which is uone in Englan<1 unuer the namo of 
benevolence," and to " soc the neeu of a more energetic 
and orgallisetl supervi.~ion of all puLlic charities," but 
urges them "to go a step farther, anu, while per­
mitt.ing the free exercise of testamentary rights 08 

bdween per8on8 and per,I'UJl8, make it illegal to devote 
any money to puLlic oLjects except through the 
agency of some recognised bour, which is amcna1le 
to puLlic control. Is it too much to expect," asks 
1\lr. Fitch, "thnt we Rba11 soon Ree the wisuom of' 
restraining the power oj' private persolls to tamper 

* .. Euncational ElldCJWlllent~," Prasel,'l' ]'faJa,~inc, 101' January, 

18oG, p, 11. 
B 2 



4 ENDOWMENTS. 

'"'lith anyone of those great national intercRts such as 
education and. the relief of the poor, which demand 
organisation and fixed principles, and which still 
1110re imperatively tlel'llancl complcte realljustrnent 
from time to time, in accordance with the supreme 
intelligence und will of the nu,tion, as represented in 
1l::l1'liam0nt p" 

It woulll be hoth unCail' un<1 unreasonable to impute 
to l\Jr. }'lLch, Wi a lSdUeu eOll \'ictiuIl, the doctrine 
lJere incidentally thrown out-a doctrine breathing' 
1hc very spirit, mal (·xpresscd in almost the words, of 
the apologies 111:111e jn the oyer-centralised govern­
ments of t.he Contillent fi)!' not pC'rrnitting any 011e to 
perform the smallest act connected with pubJiLl 
interests without the leave of the GoVel'llll1Cnt. But 
when such :t maxim 11l1l1t' its wux to the puLlic under 
such auspices, it is time to enter a protest in behalf of 
those " pri vate persons" whose power of pubJ'ic use-
1\11ne8s ]'Ir. }'itch estimn;tes so lightly, but whose 
liberty of mal;:ing tllelllsclve" useful in their own way, 
without requi.ring the coment of any public authority) 
has mainly contributed to lllake Lnglal1d the free 
country she is; and wl,ose well· directed plllJlic r-pil'it 
is covering America with the vcry institutions wllich 
her state of 80cictv most needs, and was least likelv ,I ~ 

ill any oth~r munnor to get -inst.itutiollS for the 
careful cultivation of the "higher studies. '\VhetJ)('r 
endowments fol' educational pUl'po:-es nrc a good 01' 

an evil is Ii fair que:.;tion for argument, and shall be 
argued presently. But the reUI:iOll by which Mr. 
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Fibh supports his doctrine-namely, tlmt as educa­
tion and the re1ief of the poor req \lire organisation 
and fixeu principles, no tampering with them by 
private persons should be allowed-would avail 
cfJl1ully a~ainst allo,villg' any private perSOll to sct up 
and support a school, 01' to expend money in his life­
t.imn on tlny plan for the benefit of the poor. Such 
doctrines lead straight to making education and bene­
Jie~l1L:~ au au:sulule IIlUllOpoly ill tIle lmml:s uf, at the 
best, H, parliamentary majority; that is, of nn executive 
government making itself habitually the organ of the 
prevalent opinion in the country, but liable to spas­
modic tlts of interference by the country's more direct 
l'CPl'CSCll tativcs. It is IHll"tlly ncccss!U'y to say that 
1\11'. Fitch cannot intend this; but it is those who do 
not intend a bad principle, but only a particular con­
sequence of it, that usually do the work of naturalising 
the principle, and. making it one of the moving forces 
jn society and go,'ernment. 

'While there are few things more true, unuer due 
limitations, there are iew which in the present day it 
does more mischief to speak unguardedly about, than 
the" organisation" und "fixed principles" required :in 
everything which aims at producing a public benefit. 
It is desiral)le that every particular enterprise for 
ctlucntion or other public objects should be organised; 
that is, its conductors should act together for a known 
object, on a definite plan, without waste of strength 
or resourr.es. But it is far fi'om desirable that all sueh 
enterprises should be organised exactly alike; that 
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they all ::,~!ould use thl3 same means-for the attainrrcnt 
of' exactly t.he same Immediate ends. And:'.Ir. Fitch 
himself, as we saw, re~ntorces his argulIlcnt drawn 
hom the necessity of "fixed principles," by UllOtlU'I' 

grounuetl on the importance of unfixing those iixcd 
principles {rom t.ime to time. 

The truth needs reasserting, :l1ll1 needs it every day 
more and more, that what tl lcirnprovement of man kiml 
and of an their works most imperatively demands is 
variety, not uniformity. "What is callcd tampering 
by private persons with gn~at public interests, as if it 
meant obstructing the Government in what it thinks 
tit to do ior public uses \\ itb the limds at its disposal, 
means trying to do with money of their own some~ 
thing that shall promote the same objects better. It 
is tampering as those tamper with the religioll of tho 
country who buil(l nonconformist chapels. It is 
healthy rintlry. If the law duly protects these 
private establishments against. interpsted misappl'c)­
priation of their funds, many of them will probably 
do Letter in some rcspeets, liOIllC perhaps Letter UIl tile 

whole, than institutions held to " fixed principles" laid 
down hy an Aet of Parliament, or by the opinion of 
the majority. At all events. ,vhether they do or not. 
they arc necessary for the just protection of minorities, 
whose portion in tho public intcrc:,;t dcscrvcs tho 
attention of majorities equally with their own, but is 
fill' less likely to obtain it. 

All thiR, though its importance is se1c1om adequately 
felt but by those who are directly interested in it, .is 
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not lib:ly tn be called in question, so far as -it affects 
11\('11':" employml'llt of th('ir proFert,y durillg their OIVIL 

lifetirl1e. ilut there 1); no reason why l'l'Sl)l~ct for the 
free agency of lncli\'itlu<lls fihould stop therc', unless 
the power of be (Illest itself is a Iluisance, and ought 
to be abated. H it is ri~ht; that people ~hon1cl be 
SlIflpl't>rl to pmploy Wll:lt is lnw/"lI11y 1hl·il' own ill nds 

of bC'ndirence to individual:,> taking drcct after their 
death, why not to tIle public? 'rhcre 115 good rca~~!ll 
agliinst l,lllo\ving- th'2ll1 to 110 thi~ in t:Lvour of an 
unborn individual ,,,hom they cannot know, or a. 
public pUl'pose hcyond the proimble limits of human 
foresight. Hut within tho:,;o limits, the morc scope 
that is r;iven to tlH~ vl\l'iet,i(·~ <.>t' lmwml in(1ivll1na'ity, 
the better. ~illcc hial alone can deeidc whether any 
particular experiment is succesflt'u], latitude sltoulc1 be 
givcn for c:tl'l'ying all the cx:p2ri llll'n t until the trial is 
complete. Fur the length oi' tillle, therefore, which 
;ndivi(ltl;1.1 forpsight, ~an l·p.;l~onahly hr> I';llpp0i'E'rl to 
cover, and during which circumstances are not likely 
to have so tutall.r cha,ngeJ as t,lj wake Lhe efft:cL uf Lite 
gift entirely dim~rent from what the giver intended, 
there lS an obviolls propriety in ahiding by his dispo­
sit,ions. To set them aside, unless at the command of 
a stlll. hlghcr principle, is an offence both against 
liberty and agaimt property. And ~Lll that tbe higher 
principle requires 1s, that :1 term, not too distant, 
should be fixed-I wi1l not deeido that it shou1cl be 
half a century or a century, or even whether it should 

. be the same for all descriptions of endowments-but 
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a term at the expiration of which their appropriation 
should come under the control of the State, to be 
modified, or entirely changed, at its discretion; pro­
vided that the new purpose to which they may be 
diverted sl)[LU be of a pernmnent character. to remove 
the temptation of layillg hands on such funds for 
CUl'l'Ont oxponses in timet; of financial difficulty. 

I am not contending- that there r-;honl<1 be 110 limit 
to the right of making en do \';"lm'llts, except a limit of 
time. There arc strollg 1'e<1S 0 1\:'; against permitting 
them to be so made as to tic up lalld from alienation. 
It is a matter of course that, t,hf\,Y ~hou hl not bu per­
mitteu for any pmpose dcJinitl'1y illegal. I say 
"definitely," oceau::;e the Bllgli~h CUI1IIIlUIl law lIaS u. 
number of vague forrnulm under cover of which almost 
anythillg 01" which the ,iudge disapproves may be 
declared unlawful. But. there are also employments 
of mOllE'Y which have so mischievous an cHeat, that 
they would most likely be prohibited, if It could be 
done without improper interferellce with indivillual 
liberty; and such nn aplllication of funds, though the 
State ma'y be obliged to tolerate, it may bo right that 
it should abstain from enforcing', on the mandate of 
tho owner, after his death. Of this sort arc most 
of the so-called doles; indiscrimillato distributions of 
sums of money among the poor of a particular place 
or class, the effect of which may be to pauperise and 
demoralise a whole neighbourhood. In such cases, 
until the expiration of tho term during wl1ich testa­
mentary directions in general may be allowed to be 
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valid, the in ten tion of t he testator shon lc1 be respcctea 
so t~,r as it is not l1liscllit·vous; the depa,rture from it 
being limited to the dlOice of an 1111o~jectionable 

moc1e of doing gootl to the persons, 0]' the sort of 
persons, whom he illtemled to benefit; as, for instance, 
by appl'opl'iating to a school 1~J1' chiL lren wha,t wa~ 
dc:;tincc1 for ulm3, Ana it is in:portant thJ.t even this 

minor (legrcc of intcricl'CllCn shuuld be exerci~cd wit It 
great reserve. The State js not elltitled. to cOIlsider, 
so long as the fixed term is unexpired, what moue of 
employing the money would. be most useful, or whether 
it is mOI'(? W!ln'::t,d fell' otl)(!l' Pl1l'PU,:Q';, No doubt thi~ 

would often be the case; but the money was not given 
to tlw Slate, Ilur Jut' gelleral uses, :N othing ought to 
be regarded as 11 warrant fo1' :-;ettillg the donor's di~­
positions prematul'ely asidl.', Imt that to permit their 
execution woulu be a (Jlcur [mu positi vo public llJis­
cbief. 

'Vhn,i; temph'l people to flee ... vith c()mphcen<~y 1. 
testator's dispositions illvulioatc<l, is the case of what 
are called eccentric wills-1eqllests dl~teJ'mined hy 
motives, and destined for purposes, with which tl1PY 
do not sympathise. And this propcllsity to count the 
wi!'lies ofthe owner ofthe property for little or llothing, 
when the}- are unlike tho:';c which we tllink we 
should ourselves h,n'c lw(l ill his place, Ooos not :-;top 
at public entlowml'llb, but t'xte1Hls to any large 
Leque~t in fiwour of an indi\"itlll:t1, which departs ever 

:so little hom the commun lll'llctice uf the common 
world. But uoes not this genull1e intolerance of the 
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majority rel'pecting- othl'f people's disposal of their 
property after death, show how gTcat i~ the necessity 
for protection to the rig'hts of those who do Hot make 
resemblance to the rnajority their rule of life? A case 
of lJequest which has bf~('ll mnch noticP(l in t.hA nf'\v~­

papers, ami of which it is RtiIl uncertain whethee it 
will be allQvl«xl to take efrect, ~hikjl1~ly ext:mpliJies 
this need. A person left a snm of money uy will to 
fonnel an hospital for the treatment of the diseases of 
the lower animal!', particularly birds Hnd quadrupeds. 
He m~H1c the mistake of appointing U8 trustee for the 
PUl'POSl'S of the l;·ndowwcmt, tho lJ lli ,'ol'F,ity of 1,on­
don-a hoay constituted for special objects, and whieh 
could Hot with- propriety undertako a duty so J'cmote 
fl'om the ends of its appoitnment. But can it he pre~ 
tenoed thllt an hospital such a~ was designed by the 
te~tator, 'would not be a highly useful inst,itntiol1? 
E\'en if no regunI were due to the animuls themselves, 
is not the mere Yillue of many of them to mitD, awl 
tbe light wbich It bettcr ~tlldy of their physiology and 
patllOJogy cannot fltil to throw on the laws of animal 
life unO. the di~eas('s of the human sp('cie~, suHicient 
to make an institution -for that study not merely use­
ful, but il1Jportant? When one thinks of tbis, and 
then considers that no such institution has ever been 
estab1i:'iheu in Europe; that n, person willing to 
employ part 01" his wperJ/uities ill that way, is no/; 
born Ollce ill :,everal centuries; and that, now whcn 
one has heen fl)lllld, tlw use he makes of what is Jaw­
tully llis own is a suhject of' contemptuous jeering) 
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and un example held up to show t,lw ab:"ourdities of 
tostators and the lully of endowments; can one dt'",ire 

a more conclusive evidence of what would happen if 
donations for public purposes were 0111y valid when 
the purposes are consonant to the opinion of the 
majority? 'Vho knows if even the Cornell Ulliversity 
with its "f>crpnhie" provi"ion that every stndent 
attending the Ulliversity must work bodily for his 
living, woulJ at pn'seuL Imvll Ll~C'Il more than a pro­
ject, if its realisation had depended on the will of tho 
Uoverument, or of an authority accountable to the 
majol'it.Y? 

Because an endowment is a public l1uisanee w11en 
there is nO]Jody to prevent its funds from being 
jobbed away i;)r the gain of irrespollSible ac1lllinis­
trators; becau~e it may become worse than usclei's if 
irrevocably tied up to a (lestination fixed by somebody 
who died iive hundred years ago; we ought not on 
that account tolc)rget that endowments protected 
against malversation, and secured to their original 
purpose for no more than two or three generations, 
would be a precious safeguard for uncustomary modes 
of thought and practice, against the repression, some· 
times amounting to suppression. t,o which they m'A 

even more exposed as society in other respects grows 
mOI'O oivilised. rrhc fifty or hundred year.,; of'inyjola­
bility whieh I claim for them, would often suffice, it 
the opinion or practiee is good, to change it from an 
uneustomal'Y to a customary one, leaving the cndo\,t­
ment. fairly disposable for another i.lse. Evcu when 
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the idea embodied in the endowment is not an im­
provement, those who think it so are entitled to the· 
opportunity of bl'illging it to a practical test. The 
presence of such attempts to promote the geneml \vell. 
being bj'means diverging hom the common standard, 
keeps discussion ali V<', and obliges the prevailing 
opinions and customs to seek support ii'om their own 
merits, and not from a blind acceptance! of exi~ting 
facts. 

Some further obscl'vations require to be made on 
euuc:ational endowment~, which al'o in some respects 
a peculiar casc. Of these it cann,)t be said, in the 
present (lay ut least, that they IJl'(wido what, but for 
them, would not be pl'ovidNl at all. IJLllleaLiull there 
\rould still be, and the rcal question is one of quality. 
1\" either, again, has the argument, so important in 
other cases, of the protc'ction clue to uncustomary 
opiniolls, more ibm a limitEd application hp1'e. A 
ycry smull minority is u11c to support It pl'iv.tto school 
suitable to its ]'(.'(lulrement,,;; and it might. even seem 
that minol'ities arc noyel' in so milch danger of being 
left. out, as in the etl~O of endowed institutions for 
education, which are usually mort) or less bound to 

" . 

opinions widely prevalent, awl whieh, whpll the time 
has come for bl'l11ging them under the control of the 
Rtatf?, lhll iutu [be IJolVcr of the majority. 'l'hi5 

danger is very serio11s, when State insLitutions, or 
endowments under Siate superintendence, have a 
monopoly of education, or when tho~e who are there 
edu<:l:ited huve, as tlwy have usually had, logal pre-
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fm'ences or aavanbges over ot,her people. TInt it 
CllJowcd institution~), originally of n nationul churaci<:r, 
or which have become so by tho expiration of the 
term of inviolullility, are open to uU nJi1~o; and open 
in the only true sense, tlmt is, with full liberty to 
refuse one part of the teaching while accepting another 
IJurt; minorities would en.ioy all the heneilts that the 
endowments coula give, while retailling tIle full power 
of provit1ing, at their own cost, any education which 
they may consider pl'ei'era1J1e. 

rrhc question of educational C'l1Jowments Teso1Yes 
itself into thi~: Is education one of those marketable 
commodities which the interest of l'iYal u('al(,l's can be 
depended on 101' providing, in the quantity and of the 
quality required? Is education a pubiic want which 
is sufficiently met hy tho ol'uinary promptings of the 
principle of trade? I should bo the last to speak 
with sentimental ilisparagement of tralle or its achieve­
ments, or to imaglllc that the mot,ivC's whiell g'overD it. 
call safely be dispensed with in any great department 
of t.llC service of man kind. J3ut tll(': quC'!':tion is not 
quite fairly stated in t1lC ui~iuncti\'o programme, 
,. Llldowment or Frce-Trade," l~ndowlllcnt and 
:Free-Trado is the thing' contended for. That there 
shouicl be free competition in cllucaiion; that law, 
01' tho State, when it prescribes anything on. the 
subject, shou1d fix what know]el1ge should bo requircU, 
but not frum whom it sllull be pl'oeu]'l~d, is cs;::pntilll 
to civil and political fj'ecdom. Dut will this iudiE'­
pensable fl'ee- trade ill education lll'ovidc what is 
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wanted, better witllout than with the help, example, 
and stimulus of education aided by endowments? 

There are many thinus ",-hioh ii'ce-trade docs v ,., 

passably. There arc none which it does absolutely 
well; for compet,ition is as rife in the carcer of frau­
dulent pretence as in that of real excellence. Free­
trade is not upheld, l)y anyone who knows human 
life, from any very lofty cstimate of its worth, but 
1weause the evils of t'xclu"ivc privilege arc still greater, 
and what is wor"e, lIlore incorrigible. But the capa­
city of free-hade to produco oven the }lUlll blest artiull3 
of n !':1l tn('i(mt, (l('g I'('A of goo(1Ilp,,~, 111')1('n d~ 011 t hreEl 

conrlitions: I"irst, the consumer must have the meHns 
uf pa'yillg" fur it; second1,)', ho mu:-t care :su(!iciL'uLly 

Jor it; thirdly, be must b~ a su1:licient judge of it. 
All three Cot~ditjo'!1s are :-ignal1y wanting in the case 
of national c(lncation. The fir"b case, that of inability 
to pay, now, happily, require::; only a passing notice. 
rrbl1t tlHn;o who al'o too poor to pay fur elementury in­

struction, shoulcl hllye it paid for by others for them, 
has, alter a Lattle of above haif a century, tuken its 
place in opinion among' admitteu nationnl ncccsiiities. 
13ut the cOllcessi()u of this is the concession of all the 
r'~st., at leas:t. in pl'ineiplf'; fm', if t.ho,.;e wllom poverty 
disables from obtaiJliJl!! instruction bv themselves 

" v 

uught to 'no helpecl to it by ot,hers, either bccuwse .it lj 

t.he interest 01' the duty of tllOse others to take care 
tilut they havo it, why not also those in wllO~;e ca~e 

tile obstaclo is lIOt. the puverty, but tho ignorance or 
selfishness of parents? "VV'"ith respect to the other 
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two requisite)l-thut the custOT)1(,l" sllOnld care for the 
commodity, amI that he Fhonld be able to jndg-e of it 
-the tale is soon told. As a general rule, snl~ject to 
cxceptiOHf', the wi"hes of parents in regard to the in 
strnction of theil' childn'n are determined by two 
considerations, Pirst, what will brillg in a direct 
pecuniary profit. Of this they t,hink them:o;e]ves 
judges, though most of t,hem judge even of this very 
inoompetently, being unable to 1'Iee lww allY studies, 

except the direct practice of' a businef's, can conduce 
to business success, Of other kinds of instruction 
they neither arc, nor consider themselves to be, judges; 
and on these their rule of action is that by whieh they 
urc guided in most. oth~r thing's oj' which th.;)' arc per­
sonally ignorant-the custom of their class of society. 
If we uesire, therefol'e, that the ('ducation of those \\'ho 
are above povert.y, but who are not, forthcir own baue 
and that of oth8rs, })redcstinccl to idleness. should have 
'lHy better guide than an extremp}y mll'l'OW COlleeption 

of the exigencies or a busiiJCS:5 Ijf(~, we n~ust apply 
ourBclves to the other of the two lever:; l!y which 

those we seek to act upon can 'oe lIloved; we must 
jntroduce a better eustom. It must be maue the 
fashion to receive a really good education. But how 
can this fashion bo Ret l'xcept by offering models of 

good education in schools and colleges within CURY 

reaeh of all parts of tlw country? And WJlO is able 
to do this but such as can aflord to postpone all con, 
siderations of pecuniary profit, and consider only the 
quality of the education; eiLher because, like the 
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English IT ni\'('fsitieo;;, they are certain of snfficlont 
customers, OJ' because they have t Ite meum; of waiting 
rnany years ti.ll the time comes wlli(-h slmll show that 

the pll pi15 they 1m vo trainc U (lr<: more than o1'eli nari! y 
litteu luI' all the uses ot' life? The fund:'! for doin~ 
this can only be derivca from taxation or fl'om enUO\\i­
nwnts; wllich of tho two iF; proieraLlo? lmlepen­
deBtly of tbc pcclll11<1ry qucstiun, schools and univer­
sities govc1'lled by the ::5tate are Hable to :t multitude 
of oLjections wlliclt tJIO~e thnt are mcrdy watcherl, 
and, in case of need, controlled hy jt. are wholly free 

1'l'Om; e~p('cially tllnt most tiltal nile of tmdinn: to be 
all ali1~e ; to forM the :,ame ullvarying- habit~ of mind 
and turn of character. 

The almses of E'Illi(i\Vments nre flagrant, monstrous. 
and wholly inexell~abk. J)ut Wllut funds, pub)i~ or 
private, would not he n prey to ma]vcr:::atioll if the 
law took no notice of it; or if, though t110 law was 
what it ollght fo llP, ilt,,,re was no indivitluoLI ,,,hol"e 
interest ana 110 public orTicor whose auty it ,vas to vut 
the la\y in forcr P There is surely notlling vh;ionary 
in imugilling thesu things l'emediu(l. It caunot be 
impo;;~i\)le, w1wre -there is Hie \Vill, to prevent public 
funds from being divertelL to pri\'uto pockets, Nor 
can it be doubted that the variety of endowed. institu­
tiOllS, and the influellce of tJlC State exerted within 
its propel' limits, wuuhl ensure mll'(]uato provision fur 
includil1g in the course of ellllcation (either overy­
whore or ollly somewhere, according to tho necessities 

of the case) whatever has au)' just claim to fimu a 
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part of it. Vntat is feared is, that t,he teacher's duty 
will Le idly awl inl'il1cicntly pt:,ri\Jrl11ctl if hi,.; re­

muneration is certain, and not dependent ou pupils 
and their paymclltf;. The apprehension is well 
grounded. Hut where is the necessity that the 
teacher's pay should hear no relation to the number 
and Ilroficicncy of his pnpils? In the case of an 
ordinary I'leltoolmastcl', tIle fpcs of pupils would always 
be a part, and shonld genemlly be the greatest part, 
of Ills l'l'mnneratioll. In an uuiversitv, or a ['reat " ,~ 

public school, eYCll if the fees go to the collective 
body, it is not a law of natUl'e that every tutor or pro­
fessor should he p<lid neither more nor less than a 
:fixed sum. Could anything be easier than to make 
the whole, 01' a large part, of his rcmnnera,tion pro­
pot·tional to the llumLcl' of those who attended his 
teachillg' during an entire term, or during a year? 
And would it be impos!'ible that he l'liould receive an 
cxt1'l1 sum for each uf his pupils who passes a 'crec1it­

able examinatioll, on leaving the institution, in his 
particular department? The real prineiple of efl1cicllcy 

in teaching, payment by rosults, is easily applied to 
public teaching, but wholly inapplicable to private 
schnnl sp~(:nbtions, even were they subject to a 
general system of public examinationi'l; unless by 
special a.greement between schoolmast.cr::1 !lnd pnrcnts, 

which also is a thing we have no chance of seeing 
until the fashion can be set. 

And is there anyone so blind to the realities of l~fe 
as to imagine that the emoluments or a private school~ 

VOL. Y. c 
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masf.er have in general any ~ubstanHa] connection 
with the mcdt and efnei ency of 11 is teaching-? 111 
the nrst plaet', 110 has a direct peel1nial'Y interest in 
neglecting all studies llot cared for hy the g('llcral 
pu bJ ie, or Ly the section of it from whom he hOPl'S 

for plltronag8. III thclsc which tIley do care fen', a 
little trouble goes H1Ueh fal'tlwr in fliming ut 11 mere 
appearance of l'J'oJiciellcy, than at the reality. The 
peno;oJ)s whom he has to :,;ati~fy arc 11()t expcl'iCmeCll 
examiners, who take pains to tilld (lut how much t.he 
pupil knows, and are juuges of it; but parents, most 
of \\hom l.:now liiJlp nl' what, is t:lllght. fit. s(·ll()()l;;, or 

base forgottcJI what the), knew; lJlallY of WJlOnl UO 
lluL ll'::'t, their cllild' . ., h1lCfwleuge by it ~illglL: !luestiuu, 
it being enough for them that lw ha~ been at what js 
called a respectable school-:l1Hl who (lesirc no better 
Hum to take for granted that all is right, and that the 
certificates 01' prizes which the chil(lren bring home 
from tbe master are the earnings of desert, not bribes 
for the good woru of parents. These are not the 
mere abuseg, 1JUt t~lC llCltural fruits, of the trading 
principle in education; accordingly, the disclosures uf 

the Schools Enquiry COlllmis;,;ion have Leen as 
damning to 111e cl1ll,racter of the private, as to tbat of 
tJ10 endowed, schools. ·When the pupil himself re­
flects, too lute, that his schooling hns llono him no 
good, the imprC'ssion left upon llim, jf lie is one of'tlle 
common lteru, is not that be was :-'C1\t to a lmu when 

he ought to han) been sent to a good school, but that 
school altoo'etber i::; a stuIJid alld usele~s thill" tlmI 

I:) 0' 
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Rc11oo1mn!'tcl's a !3ct I)f contemptible impostors. It is 
diHien:t to pc''. 111 tho opL'mtiull of the trading 
principle, any tClHlcnc,Y to make tlwse things bdter. 
\Ylll'l1 tho oustomer's i;;IlOl'll11C'C is great, the tradil1~ 
mot-iye acts mueh more puwl'l'rully in tho dirocti\m of 
vying with one another ill tho art.s of quackery amI 
3clf~advcrt,i~l'1I1ent than in merit, Those parents who 
desiro fOl,their chil(ll't:Jl something- hetter than what 
the private ocl1oo]s all'ord, ana do not lina tllat I'omo­
thing better in the omluw('(l schools as at present eOIl­
ducted, sometime's combine to form the subscription 
schools comlllollly call1'u proprietary, This private 
election, as it were, of a scllOolmaster, lJY a rate-paying 
qualification, is an ill1proYcmetlt, as fill' as it goes, for 
those who take part in it; but as it is only had reo 
conrso to by p:ll'l~nts who 11<L\'e SOllle p('l'ception of the 
Imdness of the private ~thooh:, it mnkf's the case of 
these last, if anything;, rnthcr worse than before, by 
withJrawing that sma]] portion of parentnl irdlll,'nee 

which would really he excl'ciseJ, and prouably exer­
ci~ed beneficiillly, Allll the worth even of' the Pro­
priebry 6e110015 uq)l'n<is on that of the high public 
institutiolls which arc the t.rainers of schoollllasters, 
and ,,·hose cel'tiJicates 01' honoul's :.ll'l~ the chief evi­
dence, often the only tolerJlJle cyiucnce available, to 
gui<lo the proprietors in tlwir elwlce. 

Those who make the vices of ltlel'C trading educa­
tion an arfJ'llIllt'uL for :ml·JI)lelllellijJl~' it bv SOll1cthin(J' 

.::') - J e-
ebe, are char!:!,ctl with ignoring the tcnueney whieh 
schools have, in C0ll11nOn with other thillgS, to 1111-

e 2 
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prove with tl1e general progress of human affairs. 
Bnt human affairs are Heldom improving in all tlircc­
tiOllH at once, and it is doubtful if much of the im­
provement that is llOW going on is taking the direction 
of trade morality. Even in commerco properly so 
called-the legitimate province of seJf-interest-where 
it, is enough if the ruling motive is limited by simple 
honesty, things do not look at prrsent as if there were 
all increa:-;ing tendency towaldi'i hig-h-mimlcd honour, 
conscientious abhorrence of di,;]lOnest arts, and con· 
tempt, of quackery. Even there the vastness of the 
fjeld, the greatness of the stakes now played for, and 
the increasing difficulty to the public in judging 
rightly of tl'alH3UetiollS or of chaructcr, are making the 
principle of competition bring forth a kind of cHeets, 
the cure of which will have to be sought somewhere 
elso than in the corrective influence of competition 
it:self. There is 11.01'0 hope, oonbt.lesR, on the side of 
t,h0 pal'fmts. An increm;inr, nmnhel' of them are 
probably acquiring someW~lat better 1)otion8 of what 
education i:s, and a somewhat greater vulue for .it. 
But experience proves that., of all the modes of human 
improvement, this particular one is aoout the slowest. 
The progress of the bulk of mankind is not in any 
great degree a. spontaneous thing. In a few of the 
best and ablest it is spontaneous, and the others follow 
in their wake. 'Vhere society mu~t move all together, 
as in legislation and government, the slowest get 
dragged Oll, at the l1rice of a deplorable slackening in 
the pace of the quickest movers; but where each has 
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to act individnal1y, as in sending his children t.o 
school, and the power of the more advanced is only 
ttJat of thoir opinion and their example, the general 
mass may long remain sadly bellilHl. 

However this may be, those cannot he accused of 
il-!'lloring tho improvability of private schools, who 
propose the meallS by whi0h t}wir improvement nlity 
most eflectually be accelerated. Schools on the trading 
principle will not be improved unless the parents insist 
on their improvement, ]lor even then if, all other 
schools that arc acce~siblc being etl'lully bad, the dis­
satisfaction can hayc no practical eJIect. To make 
those parents dissatisiied who care but little for good 
schooling. or are bad judges, and ,1t the (';arne time to 
m:1kc it it Il()c(~ssity for schoolmasters to pay regard 
to their dissatisbctioll, there is out onc way; and this 
is, to give to tho~e who cannot judge of the thing 
it:-;elf, an external criterion to judge by; Imch as would 
be aff')l'(led by the pxisience of a cel't.uin l1mnbm' of 
places of euucaliull with the pres {1:r;C of public sancti.on, 
givilJg, Oil u. large ,tlld cU'lIpn~helltiive /Soule, the vest 
te,\chillg which it i~ tOUlIel po,o.;sible to In·ovido. 

But it 18 o~jeded-an\l this is .llmn~t the staple of 
Ur. Lowe's vigorous pamphlet--that injustice is done 
to private sehouls, and tllcir improvement impeded, by 
fluhsi;.li"iug their compotitors bl'ibing' pltl'Onts l)y the 

pc:cuniary adv<llJtagtS or clHlowlllcmts, and enabling­
the endowt'(l sellOols to undersell the ullcudowetl. 
There wl>uld be a great deal in this if the endoweu 
schools were butJieicntly multiplied to supply the 
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whole demand for ~c1lOoling. nut a political econo­
mist need scarcely be reminded that the price of a 
commodity is determined by that portion of tile 
quantity required which is prouuced and brought to 
lDnrket under the least favourable circumstances. So 
long as private ~choo1s are wanted in addition to 
public ones, thore is no more feal" of th<:ir being under­

sold by tllCllJ, than there is lest the O'vnJcrs and 
occupiers of tile most fertile soils should undersell 
those of the less productive. It may be true that, 
under the present abuses of endowments, parents are 
sometimes bribed to accept a b~la ec1ucation gratis; 
but the reformers of thoso institutions do not propose 
that· their funds :shoula be employed in giying 
gratuitous instruction to the children of the well-off 
classes, or ill enabling' those who can pay for a good 
euucation to obtain it at less than its value. Such, 
certainly, are not the jntclltions of the Schools Enqniry 
Commissioncl·s, who prop0,",e a far other applieatiol) of 

the funds of endowments than that of artificially 
cheapening euucatioll to those WIIO are alJIe, anu whose 

duty it i:.;, to pay its full price. 
The endowmellts destineu by the founuers for purely 

elementary education were not within the scope of the 
Commission: and respecting these there is no dim.­
culty, as they evidently oug-ht to be applied in aid of 
that general phn for making elementary instruction 
universal, Wllich statc:o.men and the public almost 
unanimously agree that it lJas become a duty to 
provide. 1."116 endowments with which the ConlJuis-
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sioners were concerned were those that were in­
tended to give an instruction superior to the ele­
mentary. These they propose should be taken, large 
and llllmll togetllCr, to form, not inlleed one common 
fuwl, but funds common to each of the districts into 
which the country is divided for regist.ra.tion pur­
poses; each or theso funus to be managed. as a whole, 
and made to go as far as it can in establishing good 
awl large :-:dlOOls for that, districL. This most judi­

cious proposvJ is in accordance with one of the great 
educational principlos with which 1\lr. Chadwick has 
so perseveringly identified himself--that there cannot 
he good teaching' at a moderate CXpElYlSe in smal1 
schools. In a smnJl 1':'011001 tIll' t'mne lUitster is oblig-cd 

to teach too many things, aml to tc<\ch tbe same 
thing simultaneously to schol.u's differing too much 
in their degree of l~dvllneelllent; to the detriment 
ncccs:;arily of some, and generally of all. The schools 
proposed by the Commis;;;ion(~rs are of three ditferent 
gradef', adapted not to adventitious differences in the 
quarter from 'whence the pupils como, Lut to the 
number of years which their parents arc able and 
willing to spare for their instruction before they enter 
into active lile. 13ut the mo::;t important of all the 
Commission's l'ecomnwn<latiollS, showing an apprecia. 
tiOll of the uutie:'l of society in the matter of educa, 
tion, the most clllightened that ever yet proceeded 
from any public authority in tile lJ nited Kingdom, is 
that of which I have now to speak. 'The State doeH 
not owe gratuitous education to those who can pay 
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for it. The Shtn owes no more than elementary 
education to the entire Lody of those who cannot. 1):1Y 
illr it. liut the superior eclueat:on which it docs not 
owe to the whole of the poorer population, it owes to 
the [lite of them-to those who ha\'(~ earned the 
preference by lahour, ana have sllOwn by the results 
that they 11:oW0 cnpacities worth sE.'clll'ing for the 
higher departments of intelleetnal work, never snp­
plil~d in due proportivll to tlJe llCIlJ:tILll. It is there­
fore proposed by the Commissioners that the principal 
use made of the cwlowments should be to pay {or the 
higher education of those who, in the course of their 
elementary instruction, have proved themselyes to be 
of the sort on whom a higher cclucatioll is worth 
bestowing, but whose parents are not in a condition 
t\) pay tIll' price. The fruits of such a proposal, under 
any tolerable arrangemcnt~ for carrying' it into effect, 
woulJ he almost beyollu human power to estimate. 
'l'lJe gain to ;>ot'it>t,y, by matillg' n\'ailal)l(~ for it,.; most 
ditlicult work, not thosc alone who call afrol'Ll to 
qualifY tllCIlISelVl'S, buL all those who would. qualify 
themsdvc~ if they could a1!onl H, would be hut a part 
of the beneHt. 1 believe there is 110 sillde thinO' 

u ~ 

wllich would go so fill" to heal class dill'c1'ences, and 
diminish the just <1issatisfaction which the Dest of the 
poorer classes of the nation ieel \vjtll their position in 
it. 1'he rcal ltardship of social ille(lualitics to the 
peor, as the rca,,;oJlable amOllg' them c:m be brought 
to sec, is not that llIen fire nnc(lual, Lut t,hat they are 
born so; not that those who are born poor <10 not 
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ohtain the great, ol~jccts of hnman dc:.;ire unearned, 
but that the circumlitunces of their birth preclude 
their earning them; that the lligher positions in life, 
including all whieh cOllfer power or diguit,y, can not 
onl'y be obtained by the rich without taking the 
trouble to be q unlitled for them, bllt that even were 
this corrected (to which thero iH ::1,11 iuereasing ton­
dency), none" as Ii rule, except the rich, have it in their 
power to IIHlh themselves IJtlillified. By the proposal 
of the Commissioners, every child of poor parents (tor, 
of coursc, girls must sooner 01' later be included), 
would have that power 01)oned to him, if he passed 
with real distindion through the course of instruction 
provided for all; and the feelino's which give rise to 
Socialism would be in a great measure dislll'melt, in 
as much of them as is unreasonable or p.xaggerated, b'y 
this just concession to that in them which is rational 
and legitimate. 

It is not with this express purpose that the Com­
missioners have made the recommendation; it is 
because they believe that in itself it would be the 
greatest improvement in natiollul education to which 
the endowments pl'oviucd for tho superior departments 
of imtruction could possibly be applied. The work 
would be further carried on by the endowments of the 
universities; which firo ulrcu<1y purdy cxpendc(l in 

schularships, to aid the maintenauce of those who 
have shmvll themselves worthy, but would Hot other· 
wise bE' able, to pursue the studies of the Uuiversity. 
There are other important uscs, which need not 11<.:1'e 
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he discussed, to which University endowments may 
be, and to /sollie extent are, very suitaLly applied: for 
in.-;tancc, the maintenance of professors, and in sorno 
cases the encouragement of' stuJellts, in kinds of 
knowledge never likely to be sllllght by more than a 
few, but which it is of importance to mankind that 
those few should 11llvc the means of LiJJuing; such as 
those ancient languages which aro chiefly valuable 
philologically; comparative phjJology itself, which has 
of bte years yielded such a harvest of illterest.jllg and 
valuable knowl0uge; historical erudii.ion in many of 
its departments; l1.llrl, it may be udcled, the highest 
bran.:::hes of almost all sciences, en~1l physical: for the 
6pccnllttive researches w lieh lead to the grandest 
resuHs in science are not those by which money can 
be made in the general market. 

One more point is too important to be omitted. 
Common justice re(luires, and the Commissioners have 
urgetl-though their proposals in this respect are f~w 
short of what they themselves would probably desire 
-that in the employment of the elldowments equal 
provision SllOUlJ be m:lt:e for the education of Loth 
sexrs. ]1any of the ol'igi Hul endowmell ts were for 
girls as well as boys; in th8 prngrcs'S of abw;;e tho 
boys have very often had their rights filched from 
tbem, tho girls almost always. In one of the great 
endowed establishments of which the efficiency has 
been least im paired by negJed or mal versation, 
Chri~t' s Hospital, the foundation was lor Loth sexes: 
at present those who benefit by it are eighteen girls 
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and 1,H)2 boys. Consiuering that, in t.he eyes of the 
Jaw fl11d of the Sbte, one girl oH~bt to eount for 
exuetlyas mnch as olle Loy, and that, as members of 
so(~iety, the good education uf women is almost more 
impl)rtant than oven thnt of men, it is nn (\ssential 
p:trt of :1 ju:-,t seheme fol' the use of tho means pro· 
vided for edueatiou that tho lwnel1t of them should 
he given alike to girls awl to boys, without preference 
01' partinlit.y. 

Emmett
Page8
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.1.'1 R. 'l'JlOHSTOl\' lung ngo gan: proof of lli;.; competency 
to the treatltH.'IIt. oJ :-:;onwof the 1Il0Ht illlportant 1]11(>.,,· 

tions of practieal political economy, by two works of 

gl'rat mcrit, "Over .Population und it~ Hemedy," and 
" A Plea it)!' Peasant. Proprietors." Of the latter of 
these especially it lll,ty be said, that nothing but the 
total absence, at the time of its puhlication, of any 
general interest in its snl~ject, cau accollnt few its not 
having achieycd a ]li.~h repute and a wiJe circubtion. 
The lack of interest ill tile SUbjl'ct has 11(,w cl'"sed; 
opinion is rapidl'y ac1vuncing in the dil'L,ctioll which 
the author fan)Ul's; nlld a lll'W f~Jitioll, with its facts 
brougllt down to tho lnte:-,t date, wou1d lw weleomed 
hy admuccu politieialllS, alld would materially con~ 

trilJUte to the fUl'lllatioll of an enliglltcnc(ljll<lgnwnt on 
IIll(' of' tllp, (l('()l1nmil':ll rtlIP-;tioll-; 011 whi(·l} b'lIt.h is 

lllo~t important, llllU pH'jlldice :-.tillll1ost rile. 
'l'he present n urk, thull~h popular ilnu atlracLi ve ill 

style, is strictly scicntifi.e in its principles and reason~ 
ings; and is thcl'r.'ful'l', us ltlight be expected, strictly 
impartial in its jndgmcllts. A cOllsidcraLlo part of 
the volume is employed in rcfutiug the principles Oll 

'it' l'orlnightLy lUview,.:Ilay ItUJ. 
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which it is usual to rest those c1aims and aspirations 
of the lahouring classcR, which IIcverthelcss the author, 

on better grounds, Sllpport.s. No blind partisan on 
eitller side of the feud of labour against capital, will 
relish the hook; but few persons of intellig(,IlCC and 
impartiality who read it through, will lay it down with. 
out huving reason to feel thu,t they understand better 

than befo1'8 some of the bearing's of the que::;tions 
involved in that, conflict. 

To this great practica1 merit are to be added two 
of a more theoretic kind, to the value of which I am 
the more culled upon to h0:11' t.pst,imony, as on the 
particular points touched upon in this department I 
shall havc to expl'Cs:'i more diH~l'ence th,m agreement. 
]~'irst: it contains a discussion of one of the funda­
mental questions of abstract political economy (the 
influence of demand and supply OIl price), which is a 
real contribution to science, though, in my estimation, 
an addition, and not, as the author thinks, a correc­
tion, to the received doctrine. Secondly: in the 
attempt to go to the very bottom of the question, what 
are the just rights of labour on OIle side, and capital 
on the other, it raises the great issues respecting the 
foundation of right. allil w1'lmg, of justice and injustice. 
in a manner highly provocative of thought. '1'0 lay 
down 11 dtdiuiLo dudrine of' I'ocialjustice, as well as 11 

di~tinct view of the nuturallaws of the exchange of 
commodities, as the basis for the dedudions of a work 
devoted to such a subject as the principles and practice 
of Trades-U nionisrn, was inseparable from the 
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thoroughnes~ ,yith whidl the aut]lOl' hn::: sought to do, 
lti~ work. En;ry OPlllioll a~ tt) the lelati\-O rigl1ts of 
labo1l1'ol':'3 awi cml}lO\Ter~, involve:-; eXl)l'(~'''slv or tacitl\' v .J It] 

somo tlleol'Y of j1istic(', and it e[t]11Iot he indifferent. to 
kwnv what theory. Neither, a,gain, can it he deei(lc(l 
ill ,dwt manner the comhined pro('ec(1in~s of lal)onr· 
Cl'B 01' of elllployel'~ affect tllO interests of either sit1e, 
\VitllOUt a clear view of tho ca,u::,cs whieh goverll the 
lml'gain hdwecn thelll--wit,hollt a !'lound theory of 
tho law of "W[lge~. 

lndee(l, :1 theory of wages ol)tru~iyely meds the 
inquirer, at the tln'(:'"llOltl of every (PW>;tiOlll't"spectillg' 
the l'c1at10n~ bebH'Pll bl)(lul't:'l's and elJlploy(~r,-;, awl j" 
commonly regarded as renderi1lg superfluous filly 

further argnlllellt. It is biJ down tlwt \\"nges, by 
Hll il'l'esistihl(1 law, ilqwllIl OIl. tlle demltHll awl supp1y 
of lahoor, awl call ill Ill) Cil'elllnstanC(~8 be either more 

or le:-:'8 than "whut "will (listl'ibute the existillg wuges· 
fun!l among the exisrlug' numher ot e()mp(~tit()r.., 1m' 
mnploymcnt. Those who are cOlltellt. to set out 
from gCllcra11Y-l'ccciYca d<.>0il'illcrl ft:'l fl'mll "elf.evidellt 
axioms, arc satisfied with tllis~ and ]IHl'lim no lmthel'. 
But those who nse their own Imdel'Htmllling, and look 
c1oselyinto wlmt they UHsent to, are hOllllll to ask 
themse]veR w}wthel' 01' ill what sell~() wages (10 depcud 
011 I.lH' (l/>mrmd :lIId ~mpply of I ll.J.0 1lI., :lIld whnti" 
meant; hy the wlLgef'-f nna. 

r:J.'1e uuthor of this wllI"k lllt:-; iLl'iketl hill1lieH th~~-:,e 

questiom;.; awl wJlile ]Je i,'l, ail his writings giq~ 
eviuence, wen versed ill political economy, and. i~ ~~bl~ 
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to ho](l liis grollnd with the br~t in following ont 
N'OJ1oml,'al la\\",; into theil' 111 on' (!ht«~ul'C ml(l illtricah~ 

workings, he bas IX'come cOllvillced that tho barrier 
wl:ieh seems to cl()~(: tll'~ clltl':1nee into one of tbe 

most importune pruvinc(~s of ('l'~l1lUmil'al auu ~()cia] 

inquiry, is :1 sh:lll()w which will v:mish if we go boldly 
up to it, He is lit' opinion tll:l1~ N~()IlOl~li~t$ h:we 
lni!'taken thp scielltifi0 law not only of the price of 
labour, hilt of pl'icL>s in gC·!H'I·al. It is an crror, he 
third,s, th:lt price, or "alue in exchange, dq)enus Oll 
supply aml dCIl1:twL 

There is olle S(,llse, in which this proposition of Mr. 
Thol'l1ton \\'ould 1)(' :b-l'nh,d to by all economist;;;; 
they llone of tlJem cOllsider snpply and llL'm:lIl(l to be 
the 'ltlliJlI(f/e l'l'!;nbtlll':'l of "altle'."' 'l'hat character, 
they hold, heloll~:-i to co:'\t ot' pl'ut1uction; always sup­
pot"ing the COllllllOdity to be a product 01' labour, and 
natural or artiticial monopoly to be out of the 

... "It i~, tll1~J'cf·)r(', ·~tl'ietl Y C()lTcct tel Hay, fhut thp vnJuc of t.hincrs 
whirh cun bo i:Icrca~e,1 i.n (ll~all1ity uJ l.i,·a.'I1lI'{,. dOi'~ not.d"peud ({'xc('~t 
aceiJnd.all)" >111<1 dllrin:; tl." 1im,' ""r:.,,"tl.I'Y for p"o<1nr:tion t" l1<lju5t 
itself) Upllll lklllund all" ~nppJy; OIl t.h" t' •. mJ rl1l'Y, derna!!,l ancl supply 
depclld UpOll it. ... DOl1l~.lld :m,l S111'(,)' !!')\"'I'll iII:; vulne of all 
thing~ w)!l~h cnnnnt be indefinit(·ly i11I:I">:1,"',I: eX':(?l't tlwJ, eVCll for 
thom. ",hell produclllL by illllm;try, there i8 a. lIlinillllllJl vnlue tJot('r­
mille.l hy ih~ ('od of pr".1n"{io". But in ull thill:';-~ wi,idJ ",ulJIiL of 
indefin ite muhiJ Ilicuti(Jn, ,1(!muIH111lld Wl 'ply only determinD the pertHr­
bation~ 01' value. Jurillg' lL pl'riod ",IIi('lI cmlJlot I~xcced tlJt~ IC!lgth of 
tim') nCCPRH:1fY rOl' a!t('I~ug till! ~l1l'ply. While thlls rnlin~ the (J~cil­
lations of valu(), they tIIl'llIsl'ln'~ oJ)!'}, :t slIperiol' i'orcl', wlIi,:h rnaJeCf! 
value gra,viLd'J tOl1'anl, CUKL U: IJl'tJ,llll:LiIlIl, and \vhich W,llll,1 settl,l It 
and keep it there .• ~t' i'ru"h di,tllrlJi!J;,;' inJ!uc'I1CCR were not ',outiuually 
arising to make it again dcviatc."-J. H. Mill, ''Pri riC. of Pol. .1::;(Jon.;' 
book iii. ell. iii. § :2. 
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question. Subject to the~e conditions, all commo­
dities, in the long run and on the avemge, tend to 
exchange for one another (and, though this point is a 
little more intricato, tend. al~o to exchango for money) 
in the ratio of what it costs, in labour and abstinence, 
to produce the articles and to bring them to the place 
of sale. But though the average price of everything', 
the price to whieh the producer looks forward for his 
remuneration, must approximately conform to the cost 
of production, it is not so with the price at any given 
moment. That is alwn,ys held to depend on the 
demand and supply at the moment. And the in­
fluence even of cost of production depends on supply; 
for the ollly thing which compels price, on the average, 
to conform to cost of production, is t,hat if the 
price is either above or belo",,' that standard, it is 
bronght back to it either by an increase or by a 
diminution of the supply; though, after tllis has been 
effected, the supply adj lists itself to the demnn(1 whi~h 
exists for the conllllol1ity at the remunerating price. 
~'hese are the limits ,vithin which political economi~ts 

consider supply and demand as the arbiters of price. 
:But CVfll1 within these limits Mr. Thornton denies 
the doctrine. 

Like all fair controversialists, Mr. Thornton dil'('cts 
Lis attack ugainst the :;trongest form of t.hA opinion 
he assails. He does not much COHeei'll himself with 
the infnntinc form of the theory, in which ucuJauu is 

defined as a desire for the cummudity, or as tho desire 
combined with the power of purchase; or in wbich 
price is wppused to depenu on the mlio bel ween 
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demanc1 and supply. It is to be hopcl1 tllat few are 

now dwellillg' in this lill/l11'8 iII(lJt/lflll. Dl)Illaml, to be 
capable of comparison with :mpply, must be taken to 
mcan, not. a wi~h, nor a po\\'cr, but a quantity. 
Xeither 1S it at allY time a l1xed quant,ity, but varies 
with the ]))'ice. K or does the price cleIJL'lHi on any 
ratio. The dL'm:twl and snpply theory, when )'ightly 
under~t()od-il\(]ecd whell c:lpable or being under­
stood at ull--sig'lIifies, that tlw ratio wllieh exists 
between (kmaml nwl :.;nppl.Y, whon tllCl price has 
ut1justed jh;elf, is always OIlO of equality. If at the 

market price: the ul'rnan<1 (:'xccl'(h; tlw !-'upply, the com­

petition of bUF'rs will drive lIjl the pricD to the point 
at which there will only be l)llrcha.~l'r:s for as much as 
is offered for ~nk If, on tho contrary, the snpply, 
being' in exccss of the demand, cannot be all disposed 
of at the existing price, either a part will be \vith. 
drawn to wait for n better market., or a sale will be 
forced by ollering' it at sueh :L reductioll of price as 

will bring furwunl now buycrs, or tempt the olel oncs 
to increase their purehasc:-i. Tile hnv, therefore, of 
valuel'l, fi::,\ all't'ctl'd by demand and supply, is that tlley 
adjust thcUlscl vcs so as al wayI' to bring alwut an 
equation bctwc('n uemand and snpply, by tLo inerea,;A 
of the one or th(~ diminut.ion Uflllt' other; the move­
ment of price bl.:!ing ollly arrested when the (pIaniity 
asked for at the currellt price, and the quanti!;.y 

offered at tho cllrrent price, are c(lual. Thi~ poiut of 
exact equiliLrium may be as IIlomcntary, but is never­
theless as rl'al, as the lovel of the sea. 

VUI,. V. D 
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It is this doctrine which }\fr. Thornton contests: 
and his mode of combating it is by adducing case 
after case in which he thinks he can show that the 
proposition is false; most of the cases being, on the 
face of them, a.ltogether exceptional; but among- them 
they cover, in his opinion, nearly the whole field of 
possible cases. 

The first case, Wl1ich is presented as the type of a 
class, ruther than j(ll' its intrinsic importunce, is that 
of what is calle<l a Dutch audioll. 

",,\Vhcn a herring or mackerel boat has clisrhar~ed on the 
beach, at Hastillgs Ol' ])O\"C1', last night's take of fLsh, the 
boatmell, in order to di~p()se of their eargo, commonly resort 
to a process callen Dutch auctioll. The :Ii~h are di\'idcd into 
lots, each of which is set lip at a llig-her price than the sales­
man expects to get f(~r it, ami he then graduully lowers his 
terms, until he comes to a price whieh some bystander is 
willing to pay rather than not havc the lot.. and to which he 
acconlingly agrees. Supp()~e on one occasion the lot to have 
been a hundredwcigllt, alltl the price agreed to twenty 
shillings. If} on the same occasion, imteud of tIle lJuteh 
form of auction, the or(linal'Y Ellglish modc had becn adopted, 
the rcsult might have heen <iifl'L'I'cnt. The operation would 
then harc commcnccd by sonw bystander making u biu} whieh 
others might have suece~si\'c1y exceeded} nntil a price was 
ani ved at beyond which 110 olle but the actuul bi(lder could 
afI'ord or was di,;poscd to go. 'l'lwt sum would not neces­
sarily he twcnty shillings; vel'y possibly it m:g-ht be only 
eightcen shillings. The pl'l'~OIl who wns prepared to pay the 
former price might very possibly be the ollly penson prel'l'ut 
prepared to pay even so l1IlIch as the latter price; and if so, 
he might get by English auctioll for eighteen shillings the 
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fish for which at Dutch auction he wonle} have paid twenty 
sl,illing8. Til the £l1.111C mal'kut, ",it!. tho same quantit.y of 
fish fur sale, antl with cn."t01i\Cl'S in 1lUmhcl' [lml every other 
rli'''peet the "arne, the same lot of fish mit;ht fetch two very 
dilferent priccs."-Tltornton, pp. 1·7, 48. 

This instance, thOllgh seeming1y a trivial, is really 
It rcpre.-;ontativo on6, und a hundred cuses could. not 

show, better than this does, what :Mr. Thornton has 
and what he has not made out. He has proved that 
the law of the equalisation of supply and. demand is 
not the who1c theory of the lJarticular case. He has 
not proved that the law is not strictly cOlli()l'med to 
in that ('ase. Tn order to show that the equalisation 
of snpply and (kl1lund is not the law of price, what 
he has really shown i", that the law "is, in thi", parti­
cular case, consistent with two uifiel'cnt pric('s, allll is 
equally and completdy fulfilbl by either of them. 
r:L'hc demand and supply <1re equa.l at twenty shillings. 
anel (.quH.l also at f'ightf'e~n ,.hilllngs_ 'l'he e(lnclu~i(\n 

ought to be, not that the la,w is luhe, for }Ir. Thornton 
due~ nuL ~lt:i1y IJmL ill lbe t:a~t: ill \) ul's[iull iL is i'uUiIled; 
but only, that it is )wt the elltire law of' t.he 
phenomenon. The phelJomenon cannot help obeying 
it, but there is fiOllle amouut of imletertllinatcness in 
its operation-a certain limited extent of variation 
is po>'sible within tho bonnJs of tlle law; [Lnd a8 

then' must be a sutlieient reaSUll for every yuriation in 
an em'ct, t11Oro must be a supplementary law, whIch 
'determille~ the died, between the lirnits within which 
the prineipallaw leaves it free. Whoever ean teach 

1> 2 
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liS this f'upplemC'l1t,ary lnw, makes rt valnahle ({{Milion 
to the ~eieIlti1ic tlleory of tlw suldeet; and. we shall see 
presently that in snbstance, jf llOt strictly in form, 
Mr. Thornton doc:,; teach it. Even if he did not, he 
would have shown the received theor.y to be incom­
plete; but he ",ould not ht1ve, nor has he now, ::;hown 
it to Le in the smallest degree incorrect. 

,Vhat is more.; when we look into the conditions 
required to make the common theory inadefluate, we 

find that, in the case at least \vllicil we h:.1\'e now 
examined, the incompleteness it stands convicted of 
amounts to .lll exceedingly ::;111<111 matter. To cstablish 
it, 1\lr. '1'11 Ol'l1tOl1 had to a~"u\l1e t hat the customer 
who was prpparcu to pay twenty shillings fot, H, 

hundredwei:;ht of ib:h, was the ollly persoll present 
who was willing' to pay even so much as eighteen 
shillings. In other worus, he supPGseu Hle case to 
he an eX('~']lt ion to tile I'll Ie, that demu.ml increu ses 
with clleaplll'Ss: :llHll'ince -thi", rule, -thOllgh goneral, 

is not absolutely universal, he js scientifically right. 
H there is a, part of tho scale through which the price 
may vary wi thout ill(;n:asillg or diminishing the 
demand, the whole of that portion of' the scale may 
fulfil the cOn<1ition of ('quality between supply anu. 
demand. But huw many such caseR really exist? 
A mOllg u few chaJlcrer::; on the bcaeh of' a sInall {i"hing 
port, such a case, tllOugh even there improbable, is 
not totally out of the question. But where huyers are 
counted by thoui'um1s, or hundreds, or even scores; in 
any conr:iido'able market-anu, far morc, in the general 
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market of the world-it i~ the 1H'xt t.lling' to illlpm:sihk 
tlli1t more of the commodity "ilouM not Le a;skeu for at 

every reduction of' price. The ca~e of price, th~'refol'l\ 
\vhich the luw of the cqualt:-;atlOll does 110t l\:ach, IH 

one which may be cOllceived, but which, in ]ll'adilJt\ iH 
hardly ever realised. 

l1'ho next example which ~fr_ rl'llOrnton proc1uces of 

the failure of ~upply and demand as the law of price, 
is the followin ,r ;-

'" 
"S\1Ppo::;O two persons at dif!'cI'ent times, or in dill'erent 

places, to have each a hor,;c to ~cll, valued by the O\\,llcr at 
£:)0; amI that in the one case there are two, alld in the 
other three! persons, of whom every olle is ready to payC,U 
for tlH,! horse, though 110 olle 'ot' thenl can ail'ord to pay I1lOl'e. 

In both casps ~ll:\ply i~ the ~ame, viz., OtiC hor~e at f,")U; but 
demand is rlill','I'Cllt, hcillg in one ease two, and ill the other 
three, hor!>C'sat t~)lI. Yet the pl'lee at which the hOl'ses ,dll 
be solJ will he the ;;>ame ill both ('awl'l, vi:..:., .1.30.') (P .. 10.) 

The l;l\v does fail in this case, as it fail/,ll in tllR 
former, hut for it rliffel'cnt reason; not, as in the 
f0rmer C<l:"i(:, heCiLU:O<C :"iC ver'll prices fulfil the condition 
equally well, but I)l>l'au~e l1U price fulfils it. At .£:)0 
there is a demand Ii)!' tlViee 01' three time:;; the supply; 
at £50 08. O:tri. tlwrc is no dl~malHl at all. "Vile'll the 
scale of the demand 1'01' a commodity is broken by so 
extrnol'dinlll'Y a jUlnp, the bw fuiI;; of it,. :tpplielltion; 
Hot, I Ycni.I11'c to say, {rum any fault in the law, but 
lwc<Lu::;e Llle CUIHliiiUlI::i Ull \\hich it::; applicability 
depena::; do not exist. If the peculiarities of the ease 
do Hot lwrmit th8 demltnd to be eqrml to the supply, 
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h'uving- it only the alternative of being greater or les!', 
greater or Jess it will be; and all that can be affirmed 
is, that it will keep as near to the point of equality as 
it cu.n. Instead of contiicting with the law, thil'. is the 
extreme case which pr()Vt2s the Jaw. TLe Jaw is, that 
the price will be tllilt wlliclt l'quali~H~l'i the demand 
with the s.upply; uml the example proves that tbis 
only Jails to be tIle case when there is 110 priee that 
)\ mild fulJll UIe cumli livlI, awl t.bat even then, the 

same CaUl'eb, still operati1lg, keep the price at the point 
which will most near]y fulJil it. Is it possible to have 
any more complete contil'lllation of the law, than that 
in urder to iimt ~\ e~:-:,e in which the T,r1e(' does not 
conform to tho law·, it it' Iweo>"s::tI'Y to find one ill which 
thel'e is no price that can eont'ul'lli to it? 

A;,;ain :-

« \Vben a trauc!'man ha~ placrd npon 11is goods thc lrig-hcst 
price which allY Olle will )Iay for them, the priee cannot, of 
COUl'SC, rise bigher, yet the !'lIpply may he below the demand. 
A glon:r in a country towll, Oll the ('Vc' of alJ assize hall, 
haying" only It dozen pairs of wbitc gloves in sture, mig-ht 
}lossibly be able to gct ten shillillgs a pair for tlJ('l!l. lIe 
would be ahle to get thi" if twelve pt'l'WllS werc willillg to 
pay that price rather tban 1I0t go tl) the ball, or thau go 
llllgioved, Hilt he could 110t g·{'t more thall tlll~, C\'ell though, 
while he was still higglillg" with his first batch of' cIl8toml!rS, 
a io'econ<.1. batch, \:fjual\y nUllH'],OllS UlHllleither 1l1Ore nor lr~s 
ClIgCl', should ('nter IIi" "hop, aud om.!I' to pay the same but 
not a higher prIce, Tlw demand for gloves, which at first 
had oecn just ('llua1 to the ~upply, woul<l n()w be exactly 
douuled, yet the price would not rise abovc ten shillings ~ 
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pflir. Such ahund ance of proof is surely decisive against the 
supposition that price mnst rise ",hen demanu CXC8f'rlS 

supply." (Pp. 51, 52.) 

Here, again, the author is oblig-ed to suppose tbat 
the whole body of customers (twenty-four in number) 
place the extreme limit of what they are willing to 
pay rather t1mn go wit,hol1t, t.he article, exactly nt the 
same point-an exact repetition of the hypothesis 
about the horse who is estimated at £50, and not a. 
farthing" more, by everyone who is willing to 1my 
him. The eu-;e is just. po:-:;;ible in a very small market 
-practieally ill1possible in the great market of the 
community. nut, were it ever so frequclit, it wOlllcl 
not impugn the truth of the law, but only its all­
comprehensiveness. It wonld show that the law is 
only fulfilled when its fllltilment is, in the nature of 
thin!,;:,:, possible, :md that there are cases in which it 
js impossible; but that even there the law tukl'S effect, 
up to tho limit of possibility. 

~fr. Thornton's next position is, that if the equalisa­
tion theory wero literully true, it would be ~ truth of 
small significance, hecause-

" Bven if it were true that the price ultimately resnlting 
from compctitioll is always olle at which supply and denumcl 
are equalised, still 011 ly a. small proportion of the goods 
ofFered jar sale would actually be sola at lilly ~lIdl IwiC'C', 
si1lce a deale!' will dispo,;e of as mueh ot' his btoek as he can 
at a higher peino, bpfnrc }I(! wi 11 ImVP1' thf~ lll·jee in ol'o.el' to 
get rid of the remailtuer." (P. 5;q 

This is only saying thu.t the law in question re-
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scmblef; otller economical laws in producing its effects 
not "lJ(h1cllly, but gradllally. 'l'lWllnlt a ut:aler lIlay 

kcf'p up his price until buyers nctnally fali on; 01' until 
J}I~ is met by the competition of rival df'alers, still if 
thoro i3 a larger supply ill the market than call be 
sold. 011 these terms, his pr1cc will go down until it 
roachE'S the puint which will call furt.h b\l}Crs {oJ' llis 
entire stock; anu Wlll'll tllat poiut is rcaclled it will 
not descelHl fUl'tllcr. A law which detel'lllilll'S tl\ut 
the pri.ce of the comlllol1it,y :;;hall fan, aml tixcs the 
('xaet poillt which the iilll will reach, is lIot justly 
descril)(,d as "a truth of small significallce" merely 

b('c;lU:ie the dealt'rs, not beillg dead matter, but 
Yolul1tnr)" agenb, may rer-;i,.,t fur ,I tillll' OIU lure\.: tu 

which tlley at la~t succulllb. ]~ill1ibltiuIls snch as 
t h('se afl(~ct all eC'Hlomiea] 1a \\'s, hut are neyer con­
sideretl to destroy their value, As wcll might it be 
culled an illsiglliHeallt truth tbat there is 11 market 
pl'ico of a (~()tJ)m()(lit.r, Deeauso a cnstOI1lCI" who iR 
igllorant, or in a hurry, m:l)' pay twice as lllllch for 
tlw t.hing al'; he cou1t1 get it for at allother shop u few 

doors iilrther off. 
The last objection of 1\11'. TllOrnton to tl]() received 

theory, and tlw OIH~ that lIf' lays most. sire'S'; np()n, 1S, 
that it assumes" that goU(h. al'e otl'l,rt,d for sale unrc­
tlcrvetlly, ilntI thilt dcnler;" inc <1\W11),"" content to l,:t 
thelll go for what tllL'y will fvb..:ll." 'flljS, however, 
lie ousl'n't's,-

(( J;; !;crll'ccly en'r-na~', miB lit al most he 8nid to be abso­

lutely llc\l'l'-ilic filCt. With one lIoiable exception, that of 
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lahonr, commodities are almost ncyer o1frrcu unreservedly 
for /:laic j I>carcdy eyer uoe1\ a dealer allow 1'1s goods to go 

for what they will immeuiatcly f(~teh-"cal'ccly ever does he 
u~ree Lv the price which would re~ult from. tho actual state 

of supply amI demand, or, in other wonls, to the price at 
,vhich he could irl1IllCdiatcly sell the wllole of his stock. 
Illla~ine the situatioll of a merchant who couhl not afford to 
wait for customer::;, but was obliged to accept for a cal'go of 
corn, or sugar, or sundries, the hest otl'er he c01l1d get from 
the customers who first presented thcmsclves j or imagiue a 
jeweller, or weaver, or elt'aper, or grocer, oLlige<l to clear out 
his shop within twenty-four hours. The nearest approach 
ever made to "ueIL a pt'edieulllent is that of a hallkrupt's 
cTl;ditors selling ofl' tlteir debtor's efrects at a prorerhially 
'tremendous sacrifice;' :tlld even tllPy are, comparatively 
speaking, able to take t.heir time. Hilt the behaviour of a 
dealer under ordinary Ilt'C8SUI'C is quite r1itl'cl'ent fr()m that of 
a bankrupt's as:,;ignces. 1 J e fh-st asks hi rnself what is tlie 
best price which is likely to be presently g-iYcll, not for the 
whole, hut for some considerahle portion of his stock, and 
he then bcgins 8clliug, either at tltat price or at such other 
price as proves upou trial to he the best obtainable at the 
time. Ilis snpply of good" is probably immensely greater 
than the q nantity dcmallded at that price, but docs he there­
fore lower hi8 terms? :\ot at all, and he "ells as much as 
he can at that price, !Ind theil, havillg sati"lied the exil'ting 
demand, he waits awhile for further demand to spring up. 
In this way he eventually disposes of his stock for many 
tirrl'p!O. thp. aTnonnt he must have been fain to accept if he had 
attempted to sell oft' all at once. A corn dClIler who in the 
COUl';::c of a f!caSOIl sd Is J:hol1sllnc1;; of (Illal'ters of wheat at 
fifty shillings per quurt('r, or thereabouts, would not got 
twenty shillings a quarter if, as soon :1'1 his corn ship" 

arrived, he was obliged to tUl'll the cargoes into money. A 



42 THOHNTO~ O~ LADOUn AND ITS CLAIlIlS. 

gloyel' W1lD, by waiting' for customers, will no donht get 
tlll'00 or foul' sllijlill~s a pnil' }<>1' nil ti,e ;,::lmcl5 in hi;;; flllOP, 

might not gd sixpcllce n. pait' if he forced t!Jcm on his 
cwstomcl'S, I~llt how is it tha.t hc llIallU~CS to ",rcurc t.he 
highcr price't Si III ply by !lot selling- 1ll1l'(,S(,l'vcdly, 8i III ply 
by declinillg' the price which would have J'esulted from tile 
relations between aetLlal supply aUfl actual demallu, alld by 
setting up llis goods at sOl1le 1Ii;,;lIc1' price) below which he 
rcfu~es to sell." (Pp, 55, [il;,) 

I confess I cannot, pen'cive that those consl(lera­
tions arc sulJYcrsivc of the Jaw of dL'nllmcl and supply, 
nor that there is <In.l' ground for supposillg' political 
econolllists to he unaware that wlwn supply cxcecd::; 
the demand, i11e two way 1e equalised I)), :mbtracting 
from the supply as well :1::; by ad(ling to tho demand. 
Hescrving' a Ill'iee i . .;, to nll int0uts and purposes, with­
dra wing supply. ,Vhl\l1 110 moro than forty shillings a 
heaa can be obtain!'(l liw sl'0cp, all slil'ep w!to£e ownors 

arc determined not to sell them for Jess than fifty shil­
lings are out of the lllarkct, aml l'orln no pal't at all of 
tile supply which is uow detcrmining price. rrhey Illay 
have beon om~l'ed fiw salo, lJUt thoy havo boen with­
drawn. They are held back, waiting- for some future 
time, which their OWller hopes may bo more advan­
tagcous; to llim; awl they will be un clement, in 

determining the price ,vhenthat time comes, or when, 
cea~ing to expec.L it, or obliged by his necessities, he 
cOll:-euts to soIl his sheep Jor what he can get. III the 
meanwhile, the price has been determined without any 
referome to his withheld stoek, and det(~rminecl in 
Eluch a manner that the demand at that price ::;ha11 lif 
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possible) be equal to the supply wbich the dealers fire 
willing to part with at that price. The economists 
who say that market price is determined by demand 
and supply lIo not mean that it is determined by the 
whole ~upply wbich\vould be forthcoming at an un­
attainable price, any more than by the whole demand 
that would be called forth if the article could he had 
for an old song. They mean that, whatever the 
price turns out to he, it will be such that the demand 
at that price, anu the supply at that price, will be 
equal to onll another. '1'0 this proposition Mr. 
Thomton shows an undeniable exception in the case 
of a dealer who holds out fOl" a price whi~h he can 
ohtain for lL part of hi,; supply, l>ut cannot obtain for 
the whole. III that case, undoubtedly, t,he price 
uutail1l~d lIS But LIlah at which tho demand js equal to 
the supply; but the reason is the same as in one of 
the cases forml'rly considered; because there is no 
such price. A t the actual price the supply exceeds 
the demand; at a farthing less the whole supply 
waula be withheld. Such n case might easily happen 
if the dealer had no competition to fear; not easily if 
he had; but on no supposition docs it contradict the 
law. It falls within the one case in which Mr. 
Thornton has showli that the law is not fulfilled­
namely, whc-n tJH'm is no pl'ieR that, wOll1(! filIAl it; 
either tlle demand or the suppl'y advancing or receding 
by such violent skips, that there is no halting point 
at which it just equals the ot.her element.. 

Do I then mean to say that :\11'. Thornton is en· 
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tirely wrong in his interpretation of the cases which 
he suggests, and has pointed out no imperfection in 
the current theory? Even if it were so, it would not 
follow that he has rendered no service to science. 
, There is always a benefit done to any department of 
knowledge by digging about the roots of its truths.' 
St;ientific Jaws always como to be hettor understood 
when able thinkers and acute controversialists stir up 
difficulties respecting them, and confront them with 
facts which they lJad not yet been invoked to explain. 
But Mr. Thornton has dono much more than this. 
The doctrine he controverts, though true, is not t.he 
whole tmth. It is not the entire law of the pheno­
menon; for ho 1ms shown, and has been the Ih'st to 
show, that there are cases which it does not reach. 
And he hus, if not fully defined, at least indicated, 
the causes which govern the cHect in those exceptional 
cases. If there is tt fault to be found with him, it is 
one that he has in common with all those im­
provers of politieal economy by whom nevI' and jnst 
yieWB 'have been prolllulgated I1S contrtldictions of 

the doctrines previously received as runuamental, 
instead of beil1g, what they almost always are, deve­
lopmel1ts of them;' the almost invariable error of 
those political economists, 101' ('xamplc, who have set 
tlwnu;plvp..'l in opposition to Hicardo. 

Let us, by l\1r. Thornton's aid, endeavour to fix 
our ideas respecting that portion of the law of price 
which is not provided for by the common theory". 
'When the equation ot demaud and i:lupply leaves the 
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price in part indeterminate, bccnnse thC're is more 
than Ol1e price which would fulfil the law; neither 
sellen; no}' bU.F'l'S arc ulldcr the action of' allY motives, 
derived froIrl supplyanc1 dematHl; to give way to one, 
another. ::\1 neh will, in th,lt case, dq)end on which 
si.Je has the initiative of price. rl'his is well ex­
emplified in l\lr. rl'hol'ntnll'" l'111PP0'::0d Dntch auction. 
The rommodity might go no higher than eighteen 
shilling',; if the oilers came fn)JI! LIn: 1111) l~j":S' HidL', but 
because they come from the scller the price feaches 
twenty shillings. .N ow, 1\11'. Thorntoll h::8 \vell 
pointed out that this case, though exceptional among' 
auctions, is normal as reganls th0 general course of 
trade. As::t Wlnu1'ull'ul(" tho initiative of price cl()cs 

rc~t with the dcall'r~, antl tlle competition which 
mouifies it is tho com petition or d('all~r:5. ,', 1V hen, 

therefore, several prices arc consistent with carrying­
oft' the whoh~ supply, the dealers arc tolel'alJly certain 
to hold out for the higlJe:,t of tho~e p]'iCI~H; foJ' tlwy 
have no motive t.o compete with OlW ~mother in 
chcl1pnCS:'4, there l)ciug' rooUl for them all ui the 
higher price. On the otlier hand, tlll' buyers are not 
compelled. 1y each otllCl"s competitiun to pay that 
higher price; for (since, by suPPO;:;itioll the case is 

., "This," says )fr. Thornt.m, "in speaking of tan,lriblc commo­
dities, seems t·, rnc u. 1110ru aceurab a~ wpH as 11 ~in:]llcrw:1,)' of stating 
the Cl1Htl, than to ~ay that tllC c'-)!lll'l'Iit;ol) or c1t'all'rs makes price fa~I, 
a.nd that C()~JlPcti-;ioll of C:lstl)nH'r~ makes it ri~e. '\¥hat the laH",r 
cJrnpctiti{)U seems trJ I1W r .. aLy to 110 is. to "how the d8al"rR that a 
higher prit~e than they previ',HlSI)' SUPI)o~etl is n,ttflinal,]c, allJ to inJuce 
thum con,equelltly to relax their Oll'll compeLition 80 as to attain it." 
(P.69.) 
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one in which a fall of price does not call forth an 
ndditional demand) if the buyers hold ont for a lo'scr 
price and get it, their gain may be permanent. J:.'he 
price, in this case, becomes simply a question whe:Cher 
sellers or buyers hold out longest; and depends on 
their comparative patience, or on the degreo of 
11l('onvpnlC'1I("R t,h(l,Y :If'f' re~pe('tivi\ly put to by delay. 

By this time, I think, an acute reader, who sees 
towards what resu1ts a course of ilHllI iry is Lt:IH.liug­
before the conclusion is drawn, will begin to pcr~81ve 
that Mr. Thornton's improvements in the theory of 
price, minute as they appear when reduced to t.llt,:ir 
real dimensions, and unimportant as they must 
necessarily be in the common case in which supply 
and demand arc but disturbing' causes, und cost of 
production the real law of tbe phenomenon, may b(1' 
of very great practical importance in the case which 
suggested the whole train of thonght., the remunera­
tion of labour. If it should turn out that the price of 
labour falls within one of the excepted cases-the 
case which the law of equality between demand and 
supply does not provide for, lJecause several prices all 
agree in satisl};illg that law; we are already able to 
see that the question hetwt'en one of those prices and 
another will be determined by causes which operate 
strongly against tho lalin1lrPl', :lllcl in favour of the 
employer. POI', as the author observes, there is this 
difl'crencc between tIle labour marI~eL awl LIte market 

for tangible commodities, thilt in commodities it is the 
seller, but in lauour it is the buyer, who has the 
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initi:ttlxe -in fhill;:; the -price. Hi,; the employer, the 
purchaser of labour, who makes tIle offer of wllges; 
the dealer, who is in this case the labourer, accepts or 
refuseR. ,Vhatever adva.ntage can be del'ivccl from 
the initiative is; therefore, Oil the f'lil1e of the employer. 
And in tllat contest of cllunmnce between buyer (\11(1 
8ell(w, by wbich :.:llon~, in tllc accmpteu C~tSC, tho price 

so f1xed C.lll be 1I1o(lified, it is almost needless to say 
that nothing but a close combh1ation among the em­
ployed can gi\'e them even a chance of :mccc:ssfully 
contending agaiust the employers. 

It will of course be said, that these sppellbtionf': 
nre idle, for labour is not in tllat barr]y possible 
excepted eusc. ~upply and clclllaml ao clltirely govern 

the price obtuinell for labour. rl'he demand ill!' labour 
comu,ts of tlie "'hole circulating capital of the 
country, indnding whut is paitl in wa.ges 101' unpro­
ductive labour. The supply is the whole labouring 
population. If the supply i;; :in QXC[;;;;; of what tho 

capital can at l)l'e~('nt employ, wng'\'H mnst falL If 
the labourers are all employed, a11(l there is a sUI'plm; 
of capital still nnused, wag(~s will risco This series of 
deductions is generany 1'l.':cc1\"011 as incontrovertible. 
They are fouml, I presume, ill every systematic treatise 
on political economy, my own ccrbillly induued. I 
must. plead guilty to having, along wi.th the world in 
general, accpptcd the theory without tbe qualincations 
and limitations nCCeSSlll'.Y tv make it admissible. 

1'he theory rests OIl what may be ealled the doctrine 
of the wages fund. There is suppuscd to ue, at allY 
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g'ivcn instant, a sum of wealth, which is unconc1ition­
ally devoted to the payment of wagcs of Ltbour. Thi:'l 
sum is not l'pgarded as unaltemhle, for :it is aug· 
mented by saving, and increases wIth the progl'e15S ot 
wealth; but jt is rra~;()nrd upon as at any given 
moment a prcuetermineJ amount. ~Iore than that 
amount, it is assullwd tllat the wages.receiving class 

cannot possibly diville among them; tllat amount, 
amI 110 leiSS, they cannot but ol)tain. So that, the 
sum to be divided being fixed, the ,vagcs of each 
depend solely on the divisor, the number of partici­
pants. In this doctrine it is by implication afHrrned. 
that the c1cmanll for labour not only increases with 
the 0hcupncss, but increases in exact proportion to it, 
the samo aggregate sum being paid for lauour wllUt. 
evcr its price may be. 

But is this a true representation of the matter of 
fact? Does the employer require more lahour, or do 
fresh emlHoyers of labour make their appearance, 
merely because it can be bought cheaper? Assuredly, 
no. Consumers desire more of an articl~, or j'l'e~h 

consnmers are called forth, when the prico has fallen: 
but the employer dOES not buy labour for tlte pleasure 
of consuming it; he buys it that he may prorit hy its 
productive powers, and he buys as much labour anel 
110 morc [ts ~ufficcs to produce the quuntity of his 
goods which lw thinks he can sell to advantage. A 
iitll of wages does not neccssaril.y make him expect a 
larger sale for his commodity, 1101', therefore, does it 
necessarily increase his demand for hLboUl'. 



THonXTOX 0'< LAnoun A"XD ITS CLAIMS. 49 

To this it may he l'eplird, tllat though possibl,Y ho 
may employ no more JalJoUl' in his OWlI 1msiness wh('Jl 
wages arc lower, yet if he doE's 1101:, tlia same amount 
of capital will be no 1011;2,'<:1' rel]uil'ed to carryon Iris 
operations; ami as he \ViII not be willing to lea.ve the 

baJallto unemployed, he " .. ill illvest it in some othel' 
mam}e!', pC'rliupi': ill :1 joint stock conq)[tuy, 01' in 

public :o;cell1'itil'~, ,vllel'c it will either be itself ex­
pendf'd in employing' labour, or will li1Jerate sowe 
othel' per:-iUll'~ capital to be so rxpendec1, a11(l the wItole 
of tho wages-fund will be paying wages us before. 

But i~ there ~nch It tIl ing as a wages ·:Cun(l, ill thfl 
sense hero impliL'u? :Exi!its there any fixed amount 
wbicb, and neither more nor le~s thlln which, is 
destined to l)e expended in \vages? 

Of course there js :m impasf'alJle limit to the amount 
which can be so exp('nded ; it cannot exceed the aggre· 
gate means of the employing classes. It cannot eome 
up to tho,;:e nH'lUlS; for the employers have also to 
maintain themselves ::md their families. But, short 
of' this limit, it is not, in allY ~ense oj' the word, U 
fixed amount. 

In the common theo),y, the o]'(ler of' ideas is this. 

The capitalist't') pecuniary means eonsift of hvo parts­
his capital, and his proiits or illcome. His capital "is 
what he starts with at the brginnillg' of tho year, or 
when he c(\mmences some round of" busilless opem­
tioms: his illcome he does not receive ulltil the end of 
the y(;ar, or until the roulld or operations is completed. 
B is capital, except sueh part as i;:; fixed "in buildings 

VOL. V. 
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Hnd rnacl1incry, or laid out in materials, is what he has 
got to pay wages ,,-ith. He Call1lot pay them out of 
his income, for he has not yet recei,Ted it. "\Vhen he 
does receive it" he may Jay by a IJortion to add to his 
capital, and as f'luch it will beco~ne part of n(~xt. year's 
wages-fund, but has nothill~ to do with this year's. 

This distinction, 11O\\,over, between the relation of 
the capitalist to his capitul, ana his relation to hi~1 
income, is wholly imaginary. He startf'l at tile COIll­

mencC'ment with the whole of his accumulated lTIPttns, 

all of which is potentially capital: ami out of thi~ he 
advanc€s his personal and family f'XpPllSP~, p\:lld ly H:'l 

he uJsances the ,v3ges of hi" .IalJourcl':?-. lIe of course 
intends to PHY buck the aJ\oTilllce out of Lis prul1LiS 
when he receives them; and he docs pay it back day 
by day, as he does all the rest of his advances; for ib 
needs scarcely be ohservcc1 that his pr()fit is ma(lc as 
his trall:,uctions fIo on, awl not at Christmas or :;\'fiu­
!>ummel', when he l.lI'll:mc()" hi" books. II j,; own income, 

then, so fin' as it .is USl'U ana ('xpl']](lcl1, is atlrancecl 
fnJlll his eupilill, awl ]'eplaeeu from t110 rt'lurlls, 

par£ pas8u with the wages he pays. If we choo~e to 
call the whole of what he possesses applicalJle to the 
payment of W1wes, tlle wage5-fund, tll:d~ f1lna j~ 

co· extensive with the whole proceeds of his lmsilless, 
after keeping up his machincl'y, building':> and mate­
rials, and fce(ling' his family; and it is t'XIH?lld,~cl 

jo'ntly upon himself aml his L~boul'l'rs. 'I'll(: ll'sS he 
c'xpemls on the one, the more may be expended on the 
other, and vice ver8a. The price of labour, instead of 
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beil1g determined 11)' the division of the proceeds 
between the employer awl the labourer:", determine it. 
If he get~ his laholtl' ell caper, he can all\ml to sppnd 
rnol'C upon ]lllllf;Clf. ]f Ill' has to pay more for labour, 
the u(1d.itional payment comes out of his own income; 
perhaps from the part Wllic11 he would Ilave saved and 
a(ld(·d to c:lpital, thus anticipatillg' his vohmtury 

economy by a cO\ll]l\lJ:.;Ol'y Olle; perhaps from what 
}w would llan.' expelluc(l on lds lwivate wants or 
plcasnrcs. There is lHl law of nat11l'e making it. jnl1('­
rontly impossiblo for wnges to rise to the point of 
absorbing' not only the fUlH1s whit:h he had intclldcc1 
to devote to cHl'ryillg' on bi:~ hm;il1o~s, hut the whole 
of what he allows for hi;,; privnte expentie:;;, beyond the 

necessal'ic:- of life. The renllimit to the ri:~w is the 
practical consi<1cration, lJOw much would ruin him, or 
dl'i ve him to abanuon the busilless: not the illexora.Lle 
limits of the wa;:;es-furtll. 

In s]l()rt, tllere js abstractedly u\'ailable for the 
payment vf wages, h:.f'ore an absolute limit is reached, 
not 0111y the employer's enpitnl, but the ,r1101e of 
what call pOf;~ibly be retrellched from h1)'; personal 
expemliiure; alill the law of wages, on the side of 
delllallll, amo1lnts only to the ol)\'ious proposition, 
that the employees cannot pay away in wng\lfi what 
t.I10Y lmvc not got:. On 010 Ri(le of ,mpply, tlle laW' as 

laid down by cconomi~ts remaills intact. The more 
numerous the competitors fL'l' employment, the lower, 
CtEferi8 JJttJ'ibl(8, will ,,:ag'es he. It would be a COI11-

plete misunderstanding of ~Ir. Thornton to suppose 
E ~ 
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that he raises any question about this, or that 11C }la~ 

receded from the opinions en forced in his former 
writings respecting the inseparable connection of the 
remuneration of bbour with tho proportion uetwecll 
population amI the means of subsistence. 

Rut though the pOj)uhttion principle an(l its con~ 
seqllenn(lS Bl'O ;n no W:ly tOllched hy anything Hlut 
Mr. Thornton Jms uchallced, in another of its be<1r~ 

il!gs Ow laoulll' llIW1'Jtivll, eUllbilll!n·ll as vile of Jljere 

cconomics, a~sumes n. materially c1mngcu aspect. The 
doctrine hitherto taught by illl or 1no:,;t economists 
(including myself), which denied it to be possible that 
trade combinations can rai.~o wages, or which limitc(l 
their operation ill that respcct to tIle 6oll1cwlJU,t 

earlier attainment of a rise whieh the cOl1lpetit,ioll of 
the market. wonld have Pl'otlucc<1 without them,-·-tlli~ 
doctrine is deprived of its scientific foundation, aml 
must be thrown aside. Tho right alld wrong of the 
1)1·()~pp(1ing~ of' 'I'rall{l'" 17n;ons 1)(lr.otnf'S a. cnmmon 

question of prudence anti social duty, 1I0t one which 
is pE'rcmpturily deciuetl by uubcmliug llc.;e:ssilil:!:S uf 

political economy. 
I have stated this argument in my own way, whieh 

is not exactly Mr. ~'h()rnton's; but the reasoniug' is 
essentially his, though, in a part of it, I have only 
heen anticipated by him. I have already shown in 
what I consiuet, his ('xpo~ition of the abstract question 
to bo faulty. I tltil1k that the improvement he has 
made in the theory of price is a case of' growth. not of 
revolution. 13ut in its application to labour, it does 
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not morely a(kl to our sprcuJative knowledge; it 
c1('~hoys a pre'Y~lilinl.l' awl sOlllewhat miEchiovOllS ('rro!'. 

It has made it Ilccc;o;:·;ary for us to coutcmplutG, not as 
au illl pu:s~ilJility lmt as It possi bility, that employers, 
by taking advallta~e of tho illability ot' labourors to 
hold out, may ].;(~('P w:1ges lower than t,here is any 
natural nocof!sity for; and, e CO}l1)('J'80, that if work-

. people c:m by com 1)i1l<ltiol1 he enahled to ltold ont so 
long as to causo an incol1Yeniellce to the employers 
greater t.\nlll that of a rise of ,vag'ps, a, rise may be 
obtained which, bnt for . the combination, not ollly 
'woultlnoL have happened so I'OOll, but ])o.-;sibly might 
not have happellcd at all. rrhe powor of Trades' 
U niolls may therefore be so exercised as to obtain for 
the labouring cbsses collectively, ]),)t11 a larger share 
awl a larnel' po:- i ti vo amount of the produce of labour; 
illcreasing, thel'oIorc, one of the two factors on which 
the remuneration of the illdividuallabourer depenus. 
The other and still more important f,ldol', tho nnmher 
of ~haren;, remain~ unatfocted by any of the cOl1sidera~ 
tiona llOW ll<1duccJ. 

The most serious ohstacle to a rig-llt judgment con­
cerning' the effieaty awl tendencies of Trades' Unions, 
and the prospects of ]abour as aH'octed by them, 
having tInts been remO\'ed, the author has a free field 
lfll' tl10 nntrammellcil discnssion of' those topics. We 

b,we seen 110W Mr. 'l'llOrnton, in tll(' first chapter of 
his First. Buvk, ui~IJl'u\red, on p'ountls of pure political 
economy, the suppol'>ed natural law by which, in the 
Opillioll of many, the price of labour is as strictly 
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determined as tlle motion of the earth, amI deter­
minecl in a manner unnlterable 1)), the will or effort of 
either party to the transaction. But wl1ateY(~r in the 
nffairs of mankind is not peremptorily de6decl for 
them by natural Ltws, falls under the jurisdiction of 
the moral law. Since there is a certain range, wider 
t.han has hepn grllf>rnl1y brlif!vrcl, wit.llin whirh thA 
price of labour is decillecl by a conflict of wiJls be­
tween employers and Jabourer:'i, it is necessary, as in 

every other case of human voluntary action, to ascer­
tain tile moral principles by which this couilict ought 
to he regulated. 'file ttn'ms of the bUl'g'ain not being 
a matter of necessity, but, within certain limits, of 
choieo, it hus to be considered how ft1l' cit,hor side cun 

rightfully press its claims, and take advantage of its 
opportunities. Or, to express the same kll'as in other 
phraseology, it has to be decided whether there are 
any rights, of lahour on the one hand, or of capital on 
tho other, which would be violat(~d if t,lH~ opp()~ite 

party pushed its pretensions to the extreme limits of 
economio possibility. 

'fo this )11'. rrhornton answers,-N"one. As a 
matter of mere right, both the employer and the 
labourer, while they abstain from force or fraud, are 
entitled to all that they can get, and to nothing' more 
than v,'hat they can get. The terms of their contract, 
provided it is volulltary on Loth fiides, are the sole 
rule of justice between them. X 0 one heillg under any 
obligation of justice to employ labour at all, still Jess is 
anyone bound in justice to pay lor it any given price. 
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"Except under the terms of some mntllal agreement, the 
employer is lIot bouud to giro anything. Bcfol'p' jninill,~ ill 
tho agreement he was uuder 110 oLlig'atioll to furnish the 
labourer with o('eupatioll. Eithcl' he mil,:ht lIOt. han' rC'qllircd 

llis or anyone el8C'S ~cr\'ices, 0)' he mi~!Jt have proferred to 
employ some Olle else. But if lw wa .. ]Jot bound to furnish 
employment at all, (~j()rliul'i he was not bound to flll'lIish it 
on any parti(:lIlal' t[,l'm~. If, thcn,forc, ho did COIlSCllt to 

furni.sh it, he had a rig;ht to dictate his own terms; ana 
wlJatr.vm· pl,;e those tCl'm~ might ])(', however hUl':,h, iilibcral, 

exorbitant, or what you will, they ('ould not, at allY rate or 
hy :my pO~'iil)ility, be un.ill~t. }'Ol' tlJCyconld ollly be unjn:;,t 

in so far as they deviated fl'om some particular tcrms which 
justice mi,,:;ht h:wc exaded. But, al5 we have ::;t:Cll, lilcl'c 

were no such tcrm:;, an(l it is manifestly absurd to condemn 
a thing merely heeau.'\c it:;; limit:; du lluL l;uilll:ide with those 
of un abstraction incapable of being rcaliscd or deli ned, i.nca· 
pable, that is to say, of having any limits at all." (Thornton, 
p.lll.) 

The counter-theory, on ,vhich 1:.110 labourer'B si(lc of 
the question is usually argued, "that every man who 
has not by crime forfeited the right, and who has no 
other means of living, has a right to live by laoour," 
Mr. Thornton entirely rejects. 

« Althoughn (be says) (' these pag-es have little othcr 

ohject than that of determining' how the lahouring cla~ses 
may most eai.ily and effectually obtain fully us much as they 
e\'or rlrcamt of asking, the writer is constrained, eycn in t.Jl(~ 

intel'('st of those classes, to protest against the theory sct lip 
in thcir behalf. Ko cause CUll be permanently mnintainecl 
that is suffered to rest on fallacies; and one pervading 
fallacy, beginning at the vcry Jirst link, run" through the 
whole chain of reasoning of which the thcory consists. 
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« The right of the poor to live by lahonr, aiTIl'mr:d as 
nllhesitatill~ly as if it were a ~elf-evill{'nt proposition heyond 
the pos~ihility of dispute, is cxplailll:r1 to me.11l Hot merely the 
right so to Ii ve if tllf:Y can themselves filld the means, bllt to 
Illlve the means supplied Ly otbers if they ea11110t themselves 
obtain them, an(I to havo them supplied, llominally by society 
at large, but really by tht ril'her portion of it, the rich alolle 
being in a l'0~ililJfI Lv l'tulJi,,}, what is requircd. But right 
Oil tho one "ide ncel'~sarily implies eOl'rcsp(IlHlilig oblihation 
Ull !'be otlier; alH} how call sOI'jety, or lIow can tile rich, have 
inelU'l'ed the obligation of mainwillillg in the worhl those 
whom tlley we're in 110 drgl'ce in~t),ulllclltul in bringing' into 
it? Ollly, if at nil, ill olle or otl)(:1' of t\\O ways. Either 
mall},jud were placet! ill p()sse~~joll of the earth which they 
inbalJit Oil conditioll, e:xpl'r.~l'ed or implied, that tlJe wants of 
all the enrtll's JlImU/l Inhabitants ShOllld be provided for 
from its produce; or part of those inhabitants have, by some 
eommuuu! act or iusti( ution of the whole body, bccn dis­
pos8essed of the means of providing fm' themselves. But in 
the first of these hypotheses, in onk)' that the supposed con­
dition should he (,I}uitable, it w(lulll he llccessnry that the 
fOP,dh should be capable of prod lIcing: enough for the wants of 

whatever number of inhabitauts might obtain footing" upon 
it; whereas it is dell1otl~tl'n.I)lc that population woulll infallibly 
everywhere speedily olltrllll 811 bsistcncc, iftlte earth's produce 
were freely aeeesi'ible to all who had lIeed. Of the other 
supposition, it is to be remarked that the only illstitution 
that has ever heen accused of produeing' the alleged effect is 
the institution of property; and very sli~ht advoea!":y wjll 
suffice to ahsolve an institution from the charge of' depri ving 
people of that which, but for itself~ eOllhl not !J<lve existed. 
I~et it be admitted t!Jat the earth was bestowed by the Creator, 
not on allY privileged clai's or clas~cs, but on all mankiud, 
and on all succe:ssive generatiolls of mon, so tlutc no one 
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generation can have more than n life interest in the soil, or 
be entitled to alienate the birthrig;ht of sllceecc1iug gcneru­
tions. Let this be arirnittecl, and the admission is surely 
large CIlOUgh to ::;utis(y thc most uncompromisillg cllampion 
of the natural rights of man. Still it is certain that those 
rights, if fully C'xercised, mU;It incvitahly lUl-ye pro\'cd thClfi­

~elves to be so far wOJ'se than worthless, as to have prevented 
/lily but n ycry minute fraction of' tho exi"tillg number of 

claimants from being horn to cbim them. 'rhe earth, if 
ullappl'opri,Ltccl, mUtlt abo lHwo renlailled untilled, and con­

sequently comparatively unpl'odudi\,o, Anything like the 
world's uclu,tl pOflulalion clJUld not pos~ibly have been iu 

ex:istcnc~, nOl', if it h:1(1 hc(~n, wout,\. a whole yeal"s growth of 
the earth's natural pruJlll!,) havu surtil:l:d Cor L1w iSub~isLellct;) 

of the earth'" lnhabitants during a single day, The utmoiilt 
of which the pOOl' have becn dispossessecl by the institution of 
property is tllcir fair proportion of what the earth could have 
pruduccd if it llad relllaillC(i ullappropriated. Compcnt'ation 
for this is the utlUo~t which is due to them from ~0ciety, and 
the debt IS ob\'iOll~ly so illtillltesimcdly smuil, that the crumbs 
which habitually fall from the tables of tile rich arc amply 
SUHieiCllt to pay it. 

" If these things be so, a strict debtor awl creditor account 
between rich awl pOOl' would show 110 Gulance against the 
form cr. Society call1lut properly he 8ai<1 to owe anything to 
tho poor beyond w bt it is constantly and regularly payi Ilg, 
It is not bOllUU in equity, whatever it may he ill charity, to 
find food for the hun;;ry because they are ill lIeed, 1101' to find 
occupation for the U11elllploycd because thcy are out of work. 
By withholding aid, it is not guilty of the 8UHlllest illjustice. 
For injustice illlplic's yiolatioll of a I'i;;ht: uwl 1I0t only C'illl 

there be no lm·:u·h of right without diHe~al'd of a corre­
sponding obligation, out that ollly can be a I'ig'ht the breac·h 
or uCllial. of ,vhieh constitutes a wroug. But wrong i'S I,;Uill-
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mittcd only when I:'ome g-ootl which is due is \yithlH:lcl,ol' 
,dl('n "Oint' C',-il whil.'h i~ not (luo is ilillictcd. ApplyillR: tll:!! 

test, "'c shall Ii lid that thc poor, as such, have no unliq nidatcd 
daim ::tguin~t the rit'h. 'rhe latter are doillg them no wrong) 

arc guilty of no injustice towards them in merely abstaining 
fi'om payiug 0. ddlt which, whethcl' d IlC to tIle l,oor or not, i~J 

at any ratc', Ilot due tu them from the rich, It. was not the 
rieh who place!l the pOOl' on the earth, awl it i~ Hot the rich 

wbo OWA thelll the !Ill'an8 of Ii Villg here. How far thc pOOl' 

may be foro'ivcn fur c()ml'l"lllin~') as of a "l"il.;\·l\l1l:e, ui' lunillH 
been placed here witllOut adequate mCllIlS of living, may 
l'o::,,,,jjJly be it q ue:oLiull 1'Ul' the (.]1{;ulo~iltlL. Dut the })lllitical 

economist may fairly content him8df with sllOwing that the 
grievancc is, at ally rute, lIOt OIle with which they cftnrcproach 

:my of' their fellow-creatures, except tlleir own parents. Xo 
other portion of society was a party to tllC tnlllsactioll, amt 
no other portion cun jl1>'tly be responsible fur its conso­
q uences.,,7(· (Pp. ~Il- \J.1.) 

it< T;Jat Hose who lmv<' not yet reall ]\[1'. Thornton's bool, may not 
be ('I'{'n temClorariiy raEc to tile mi~\1llf;crstanJing- of llig n:eall:l'g, and 
of the whol.: spirit of hi,; writing~, whidl might be the {'H',:('1. of rcftdin8' 
ody tho pas~a~e cited ill Ow t.ext., 1 wiil at once brillg forward the 
ntJE'l' silk of lli~ opil1ion. ?\ ,,1 l:in.~, he say", can be Lut.her from his 
]'UI'pUse "than to exculpate the (!xi~tin:.;' ~",,'ial R.vRt('m, or to ~uggest 
all CX~IISC for continlted aC(lllil!~c(;IICC ill ir~ t'nol'lllities, • , . 'ro aliiI'm 
th~.t. tlFISt' evils of the (~xi,till[( :,;ocial p.,lit.v wbil'h p.()nst.:tlltn tbo 
p.?culiar gril~ya~l(:c of tlH) poor arc not the r(;.'ult ol" human il)jll~ticc, is 
]l'.'ri",'r.t 1.1' r.::msi:;Llmt with the Illo.,t vehl':lIPllt ,1.mllllC'iatioll UJth of the 
eV\l~ thl'lll~elves a,lLl ot the lte:1rtles~ iuLlilJ"l'I'CaU) t]mt wonl,l perlwtllate 
tb·m. .I t j~ perfectly' Ctl1i,iStCllt, ('vel~ with t 'Ie :l.llllli,sioll that the rieh 
tlr" l)o1tn.l to do ",1,0.1 t1wy cau to "llc,\,j"t., 1,hooo l",Ji:-with tll;3 
1'roVi81), !J1I\Y,,,,i'J', tlmt tli,"Y aro HO iloull'"I, lint i,}, theil' ,In:)' to nt.lwr.,. 
l'llL I,), til'';l' ,ll1lY tv t!Jl'lIl."';Vl'~, 'Llll ui:igaLJll iH iIJlPIl~lJ,llJ»on till)lll 

fJ(lt by illj ulldi"l\~ or j IIsticp, hut by thll j',)!\'e of KYlIlp:d.hy lll;ll the 
ex hortaJions of humanity alll1 th:l,riLy. The saeJ"i~,:l'.; wI: ieh it may 
thu:) 1.WC0l11C lncunlocllt on tlH": rich tn InilJ{,\~, tll(~ po':n' atc UIJL in ulJuse" 
queuce entitle,l tu UCllW.llU. If the ~acriric()s are witillwlJ, the l'i<lh 
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It is 1l1mcf'f'ssary to CJ.llote the npp1icution of tJ]('~p 
principles to tlw p:tl'Lieulal' ('t"t~c of cont l'ncts for lubuttl' 

Here, then, aro two th('ori0~ uf justice al'raycil 
'ig'uill~t eaeh other in order of battle: th00ries dij]erill~' 
ill their first pl'inciple~, mal'kedly opposed in ihl:il' 
conclusions, anu both of them u.octrincs a priori, claim-

stand com-ictcd indl'ctl of bl'nte ~el£31ITIcR~, 1,u1; ih:y do not t11cl'l,hy by 
then13e]vp-s open to the a,lllitimI:LI dHll'ge 'Jt' injustice, Thi, d i,ti lwti"ll 
is not 2rawll fur tlw ~ake at' pcdunti,.' pr('('i:;ion; it i8 one of' im1l1(;I!>'1) 

practical imporia.nce. To all right ]'(,:lscnin!:i. it i~ e"s(,ll~ial thn~ thinWl 
should ho ealled I)j their l'i~'llt II :tm8~; amI that lldhin,C(, hull"~vcl' lm,l. 
~notl Id receive :1 w(~ I'se I1;1THI.: thall it <1esl'nY\\~. 'rho 1110re g1arlII ,:..; :~ ,-:;iTl, 
the less reason is thew I'H' cX:~Q';:;l'r~,ting it; nud. in the ca~e \wj'ure UR, 

the use ()f Ull el'l"JllPOll~ epithet bJ.s b"clI ".'·l'Ilitfnl ROnrl'.C of I'Ul,thor 
error, lluk,s tlw prc'cnt eotlstitutio:l (Of po.:il'ty lltld h~r.n arbitrarily 
assumed to Le 1l1l.inst. it \\'unl,1 Jlevrr hQYl' l.~t'n P!'<IposcJ. to c()rre~t. its 
illjnstico by Cl',.;orting to lnC3,1l:i wllich w(nl,; Dthenvi,,;c have llcp-n :It 

ollce rercei\'"r.d to j,(\ thcllliieh"s utterly 'Illjll-;tiji~u;e, On no otllcr 
accoullt CllU/J it (~vel' }mvo bec:I s'ljlJlIl:ieol th;J,t .ib,'rty ,Jl'IlHtIl<led t'Jl' it,.; 
own vinllieation the violatioll of JilJ.'rty. and th:1t the fl'ceuolll of c'Jm­
p0titioll ()u~ht to bo t"ptt2rell or :lb:)li~I)('(l, h\·, I' 1'1'1'1',1<),,, nt' c01tlpetiti 1m 
rnea,ns no mom tllfln th(1t every one ~hOll:,l he lit 1 ib,'rty to du hi,; Le,,1; 
f;)r hilllsolf, h'[lying all other; eq1l[l1ly at lil)('rty 1.,) d,) their hi"t tl)r 
themsvlves, Of QJl t.be llutural l'I~d~ 0"' )I:~Il. th,~r() is 1:.ot onc lIwre 
inconte~t[lule than this. 110l' witiL wlii~h illtCl'fl'l'cllcU would he lI10re 
nHln:'1c~tly llt~l·ig}ltifnuR. 1"-et thi!-l it :if) pruI)oaeJ to F;ct, tt~ide a~ incolll"' 

patilillJ wIth tlw l'iC(Ms (of lu U(ll],', U~ i:' tl ()"O could pOH;ibly 101\ rig'ht~ 
which oalLnot be lIlaiutained exct:l't by ulll'i,;hteo1l8 ll1e,lIl~," (l'p, \~,j,. 
P;:'.) 

The hcnrtinOils of' ::\£1'. Thornton'!;! dl'yo1.inll in f.he interest of H,e 
ldb,mring cla"es (or, it, ~h<:",I,l l"atlllT 11(' ~aiol, III illl' llHl'I'P,t, of hUm!(ll 
nlLiul'e [I,S elll bodied in them). iH ma.lli!'I)st.:ci. thl'CliIg'it(lI,t tilo work i Lnt 
l:o\\"hcl'tl so vividly as in iho nohle llltroullctOI'Y Chnpt<'r, wl",r", lHl 
depieh1 :~ "tllte of thillg's ill wh iell all the l!I'O~:'I.'I' an.d J11UI',) p:Llpablc 
cvil~ utilll'i!' I'OH'l'tV wi;,;llt I)e extilld. End slwws th:lt with iJlis t1!pv 
oll:;ht no:,. n11ll w,: 01l',;Jlt not, to be ('O'lt(~llt, It is not. enough th,{t 
the,v shouL,1 no ]on,~er be ol~iectH of pity, The conditions of:L positively 
h"I"PY "",1 cl'A'nifi l},l t'xisteuco '1",) ",h"t he d,}mLLn,lo £01' them, aIlS wdl 
118 lur every other portlolL of the human race, 
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ing' to command assent by their own light-to be 
evidellt, by simple intuition; a. preLel1~iUIl which, as 

the two are perfectly iuconsistcnt, must, in the case 
of one 01' other of them, be unfounded, and may be so 
in t11e case of both. Such conilicts in the domain of 
ethics are highly instructive, but their value is chiefly 
negative; tho principal Utie of each (..t. tho contrary 
theories is to destroy the other. Those who chcrish 
anyone of the numerous a JJI'/ori systems of moral 
duh', mav learn ii'om such controversies how l)iausible 

" " 
a case 11Iay be made for othel' (( prilJri systems repug-
lIaut to their own; ,1l1l1 the adepts of each may lliscovcr, 
that while the maxims or axioms frolll which they 
s(~\'erall)' ;';et out. arc all of the1ll good, each in its 
proper place, yet. ,,,hat that propel' place is, can only 
be deciueu, not by mental intuition, but by the tho­
roughly pmctical cOllsideration of conse(juencc:s; in 
oth~r words, by the general interest of society and 
mallkind, mental nnd Lo(lily, iltb:~llcctual, (,motional, 

and phyt;ical, takl'l1 together. ::\11'. Thol'lltoll seel1l~ to 

a\lwiL the geuerul happine~~ a;;; t:lC criterion of ~ocial 

virtue, but not of pOl'litivo duty-not of justice and 
inju;:;tice in the strict sense: and he illlllgiuos that it 
is in making' a distinction between tlwsl~ two ic1,)a~ 

that his doctrine diiIe!'s from that of utilitarian mo­
rulists. Rut thi,'l is not i,he cal'lc. Utilitarian momlity 
fully recognises tIle distinctiul1 between the province 
of positive duty aud that of vll'tue, but tn:1intuins that 
the stalldul'll and rule or both is the general interest. 
}'rom the utilitarian point of view, the distindioll 
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betW€f'll them i!l the following :---Therc arc many ads, 
and a still greater num 1)e1' (>/'J~)}'l)u1l'all ('('8, the perpetuu] 

practice of which by all is so nl'ccs;,,;(ll'Y to the general 
well-being, that people must be held to it compulsorily, 

either oy law, or hy social pTeSS1l1'C. These acts and 
forbeurnnces constitute duty. Oub,:;ide theso bounds 
th('re is the innurnerable \':ll'iet.y of mOfles in whieh 
tlle acts of human beings arc either a cu:use, or a hin­
drance, of good to their fellow.credturcs, Lut in regard 
to which it is, (m the whole, fol' the general interest 
that th(\y should be left hec; bei])g' merely encouraged, 
hy prai:-;c and hOllour, to the pericH'll1n.nce of such bene­
fiei:ll aetiolls as are not su!li(:iently stimulated hy 
benefit...: flowing from ihom to the aguni: himself. ~rhif:J 

larger sphere iii tb:lt of 1\INit or Virtue. 
The anxiet.y ot' moralists for some more dcflnite 

standard of judgment than the lmppincss of' mankill<.l 

ap}le<tl's to them to be, or for l'ome iirst principle 
which shall ha\"e a greater hold on the feeling uf 
obligatioll than cuucation has yet. given to the idea of 
the good of our i<:llcl\v-creatures, makes tilell1 eager to 
erect into an axiolll of morals allY one oj' the fallliliar 
corollaries from the principle of g'encral utility, which, 
from the impressiycness of the cases to which it is 
applicLlble, has taken a (kep root in tbc popular mind, 

and gathered rOllllll itself a considerable U1llount of 
human feeling. \\~hcn they have made choice of any 
SUdl lIlaxim, they follow it out us if t'llere were no 

others of equal uuthority by which ih; application 
ought to be limited; 01' with only as much regard. to 
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those limitations, as tho amount of common srnse 
PO;;S(:-HSCJ 1))" the particlllar thilllH'r perelllptorily en­

f()rces upon him as :1 practical being'. The two oppo­
site theorics 0(' social justice set forth by 1\11'. Thornton 
-the Hous:'lean or Pn)\\(1hon theory, and his own­
are cases of thi:'l description. The funnel' of these, 
accol'Jing fo which all private appropl'iatiuH of uny of 

the illsti'Ull1C'llts of production was a. wrong from the 
ul'girll1illg, U1Hl :m inj1lry to tllo I"est oj' mallkillll, there 

is 11oitll8r room, llOris it necessary, here to discuss. 
But I venture to think tllat, 011 intuitional grounds, 
tLere is (Illite a~ much to be said 1'01' it as for the rival 
theol'y.;\fl'. TltOl'lltUll mllst admit that th~ HOll~seuu 
ductrill!', in its lliust, llh,olllh.: fOl'Ill, lltl., cllt\l'Dlcd ;:;rcut 

llUIllben; of ]lIlmun beillg,'s, inclullillg not llicrely tho~e 
to \vhos~ :lpparC'llt interC'l"ts -it was i:1vollral)le, lJut 

mallyof those to whom it, ""as ho"tiIc; that it has 
:-.atisficd the·ir liight':-'t cOllceptions of justice and moral 

right, and lIas tIl<.' ., !lute" of intuitive tl'ltt,h us corn­

pktL'ly as the pl'ill('iples from which his own sy:'item is 
a dl,dudioll. StillllJore may this lIe said of the more 

moderate forms uf the same tlll'ory. ".Justice i:-; 

supposed"-Cl'l'OIlCOllS]Y in the anthor'8 opinioll-" to 

1'8([1l11'(, that a Iablltl1'er'S remuneration shuu](l C01Te­
spol1l1 wit.h 111:-; wanis and his mel'its" (p. 111), If 
ju:o,tiec is 1111 nlfnir of intuition if we :11'0 guided to it 
by tlJe immediato <llltl spontaneolls pl:reclltions of the 
moml sense-what ((octrines of justice aro there, OIl 

which the hUlllan race would mol') instanbll(~Oll~]y 

anti with one accord put the stamp of its recognition, 
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than thcse--that, it is just that p:1ch should han) what 
1e uO.':)(!l'Vefl, IllHl that, in the di~pcll::;ll tion of good 
things, those \vhoso ,vallts arc mo:-;t urgent should 
have tho preference? In eonsciel\Ci,~, call it he expeeted 
that allY OlW, who has gl'ollnde(l his social theories on 
these maxims, should disc;tnl them in favour of what 
1\11'. 'rhorntoll tenders instc:\tl--vil.., that nu one is 
accountaulc for any evil whieh ho has not pro(1t1(~ccl 

by some violence, fhlllll, or brcach of engagement of 
his own; unu that, these things apart, no one has any 
ground of complaint for his lot on earth, agaiust 
thoi'le who had no hand in placing him hel'l~? }fl'. 

Thornton 11ims:l!' concedes so mnch, as not positively 
to deny the justice of tho maxims which he prudi­
cally repudiates; but rcgards their violation as ,L 

grienmee (if grievulleo at all) Hp;ainf;t the general 
order of tho universe, :mcl not again:-;t soeiety, or the 
employers of labour. nnt if thc~ro be in the natural 
consiitlltion of things somdhing' p:ltf'ntly lllljl1St--
8omethillg' contrarv to sentilIlf'llt~ oj' J' u stiee, which 

~.J v t 

sentiment::;, heing intuitiw', arc !'.mppu;!>ctl Lv lmve 
been illlplunh:tl in us by the I'!ame Creator who made 
tile order of thillgS tbat they protest agaillst-do l10t 

these sentilll<:nts impose on Uti the duty of striving, 
by all human nmHlS, to correct tll[) injustico? And 
if, on tlw c01ltl-ary, W(! ~1.\'ail olll'seln)R of it fur OHI' 

own ])cI'8011<11 nJv:mtn:;c, do "'e llut ll1u1,e oursJvcs 
IJttrtici palo!':' .in i Ilj ustic.:e··-alliet. 411([ auxiliarics of the 
Evil Pl'ineiple? 

\Vhile the author's iutuitive theolY of right and 
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wrong has thus no advantage ill point of intuitive 
ev.idullcc ulcr Llle uudriue which it 18 1Jrou~ht to con· 
trnuict, it illustrates an incurable Jefect of all these 
a priori theories--that their most important applica. 
tions may be rebutted ,vithout uenying their premises. 
To point out in what manner this comequcnce arises 
out of the illllerent nature of such theories, would 
detaill us too long; hilt tIle examples afl'orded of it 
by the anthor's theory are Ulllllerous and remnrkalJle. 

Take, for inst;mce, what 8e('1\1S tile stronges/; point 
in his principal argllmeni-I·iz;., that the institution 
of property in hud doc:.;; not deprive the poor of 
anything- except "tl}(~ir fair proportion of ,.,.bat. the 
earth could have protlucccl jf it had remained UllUp. 
propriiltcd ;" that is, little or nothing-since, if unap­
propriated, it would have been untilled, aml ih:, sponta.. 
neou!!' produce wouhl h:1\·o yielded Rustenance to only 
a very smull number of human beings. Tllis may be 
an :111S\V01' to Hous;.;eau, thOllgh uven to llim not :.1 

complete one;* but it is no allswcr to the S()ciali~ts ot' 
tIle presellt uuy, TIt'!se are, in general, willi1l6' enough 
to admit that property in laud was a necos:sary insti­
tution in early ngt'R, and until mallkind "'ore 
sufficiently civilised to be capal)le of lllallaging' tJwir 
aflair~ in commou for the gelleral bellefit. But when 

,.. By no mcnn~ a complete nn~w('r; f..",!, thrl'c is 11 m()d~lIm betwcpn 
private :Jppl'opl'i:(tioll of land lLllcll1l'ni,t1 d [Jl'otedio:l tv its fr\lit~. J~ 
there !lot oueh a. tbill!; u,; tomp"rar.r Oll'l"'opriatiull? A~ a. mat1er of 
f:trt, "ven in elll1T1tril~s of the most impruveJ ngl'ieulture, thll tilla';e i~ 
u~tll111.f :.edQrmecl by per~Vll~ wl!() h .. vo no 1'Iv[Jcrl)' ill llw ~\Jil-uft ~u 
by mel'C tCllauts at will, 
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tllis time has arri\"erl--aml a(,col'dill~' to them it has 
arrivcd.-thc lrgititnac.y of priyate lallded pr8]lcrty, 
tlt("y contclld, ha:-; el':t~c(l, ,\11<1 mankilld at lal'g'e uu~'ht 
now to re-enter on their inheritancu. Tlwy de·ny the 
claim of the first possessors to impose fetters on all 
generations, and to prc\'~nt the spcC'ies at largot) from 
l'csnming rigllts of which, for good lJllt telllpor,lry 
l'P,ISOns, it hm1 suspl~!I(k(l tIle exc'l·ci~e. Society made 
the cvuCC:s~iVll, uuLl ;-,v(;i.dy call at.. allY 1Il0111cuL Lal,u iL 
bnl'k. 

Again, the author, in his chapter on the Hights of 
Capital, very truly und forcibly ar~l1es, that these are 
a portion of the rights of bboUt'. They tire the rights 
of pust labour, sillce labour is the sourec of' ull capital; 
and are sacrec1, ill the f:'ame sc'nse, aml in an equal 
degree, with those of present labour. }'rom this he 
deduces the equal legitimQcy of any contract for e111-
ployment, which past labour may impose 011 the 
nf'cf'f'sities of present lah(mr, prov;(ler1 there is no taint. 

of force or fraud. But is there no taint of force or 
frautl ill Llw urigillul LiLle uf lllUIIY uwuers of past 

labour? The author states the ease as if all property. 
from the beginning of time, had l)een honestly come 
by; either produced by the labour of the OWller 
himself, or bestowed on him by gift or begncst from 
those whose labour did prouuce it. But how stands 
tho fact? Lanuea property at least, in all the 
countries of modern Europe, derives its origin from 
force; the land was taken by military violence 
from former possessors, by those from whom it has 

VOL. Y. 
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been hnnRmittec1 t.o ibl prcsent owners. True, mudl 
of it hac; changed hant1s by pUl'c1Hlsc, find ha~ come 

into the possession of PCl'i'Ol1S who bad carnett the 
purchase-money by their labour; but the seHers could 
not impart to others; a h(.'ttcr title t\lun they tb(~m· 
selves possessec1. 1\1ovnh10 propert,y, no douht, has 
on the wll010 tt l,urcr orlo'in, its 1irst aC(luircrs havinr-r 

~ . ~ 

lliostly worked ii)!' it, at sOllldhing mofnl to their 
fd1ow-ciiizens. Bnt.,lookil1g' nt the question mCTPly 
llistorically, nnu confining' (lur attcntion to tho larger 
mas~es, tho doctrine that the rights of capital are 
those of past labolll' is liable o\"on here to great ahate­
ments. I'uttil1g a~ide what has been ael}l,lrcd by 
fmuc1, or by tho many modes of taking advantage uf 
circum:--iances, which ,tl'O ucemecl fail' in. commpyce, 
thoug'h a person of u, de1 icate cunscienco would. scruple 
to usc them in most of t.he other concerns of Efc­
omitting' all theso considerations, how many of the 
great conunel"clul fOl'hme" have been, at least partly, 
lJUilt up by prnctices whieh in it hetter state of society 
woulll have been impoii~ilJle-j()bl)il\g \.:\,mLl'a<Jt~, pruni­
gate loans, or other abnsC's of Government expenditure, 
improper llse of' public po:-;itions, monopolies, tmd 
vther bad htwf;, or perhnps only by the manifold auvan­
tagcs which imperfect suci,tl in~titutions gave to those 
who Ilrc alreudy riell, OVCl' their roorcr fellow-citizens, 
ill the general struggle oflife? "Vo may be told that 
there is sllch a thing us prescription, and that a 
bad title may become a good one by lapse of time. 
It may, and there are excellent reasons of general 
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utility w'hy it 1'110111<1; hut there w0t~ld he some 
ditticulty in cstaLli,;]lillg' thiel pu::;itiol\ fl'um allY 

a J)l'iori principle. It is of great import,anca to 
the good ordr:r and comfort of the \\'(\1'10. that an 
amnetity shonld be granted to all wrongs of so remote 
a date 1hlt tho eYilll~nc() neccRsary for the asccrtain­
mpnt of tit,li~ is TlO I()ll~er aeC'.t'""iLlle, or nut the rev{~rsal 

of the wron;r would canse greater insecurity awl 
greater social (li:-LurLallee OIaU ils cOlldollation. This 
is true, hut, I belieye that, no person ever succeeded in 
reconciling himself to the conviction, without doin;~ 
consideraole viol('TI(~e to what is called the instinctive 
sentiment of jUl'tice. It is not at all eonformable to 
intuitive mornlity tbn/.; It wrong' sllOuld cease to be a 

wrong hecallse of what is l'eall.Y an aggravation, ihl 
durable character; that because crime has be(~n 

:::ucccssful for a certain limited periiJd, society for its 
own convenience should guarantee its success for all 
time to como. Aceordingly, those who construet 
t.llCir systems of society upon the natural rights of lIJan, 
usunlly add to the word 11atUl'al the word impre::;crip­
tible, and strenuously maintain tlmt it is illlJ!ossiblc 
to acquire a fee-simple in an injustice. 

Yet one more example, to show tIle case with 
which conclul'iol1S that seem to follow absolutely from 
all it ])1'iori theory of justice can be dl,feutcd by other 

deunctions from the same premises. According to 
tIle author, however inadequate the remuneration 
uf lauour may be, the labourer has 110 grievance 
against society, because society is not the cause of 

}' 2 
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the insufficiency, nOT <lid society e\'er bargain with 
him, or Lilld itself to him Ly any cng'lgenH'llt, 
guaranteeing a particular amount of rcmuneration. 
Awl, this granted, the author assumes (at, p. 3\)c1, and 
eli'ewhere) us a log-teul consequence, that pl'opl'ictol's 
mUHt. not he interfored with, out of regal'd to the 
interest~ of laLour, in tho porfeetly freo URC of their 
property confurmably to their own inclination. K ow, 
if this puint were being argued as a practical que:::tion, 
on utilitarian grou1J(ls, there probably woull1 l)e little 
difference lJetwecll 1\1]'. Thornton's cOl1clu~ions alld 
my own. I should stallc1 up {i)r tlH' fr(>(\ di-;poS,ll of 
property as l'Itl'ongly, llllJ mo~t likely with only the 
RUlHe limitation::!, ac:! he woul(l. But we are !lOW un 

a prior£ ground, and while that is the case, I must 
insjl't upon having' tile con::::eqllcnccs of Ill'inciples 
curried out to tho full. "'\Vhut. matters it that, ac~ 

cording to the autho!":s theory, the employer does no 
wrong in mn1.:ing t.110 w::c he does of his o::tpibl, if 
i,he sume theory would jusWy the employed in com~ 
pelling him by Jaw [,0 make a dille-rent use-if the 
labourers would in no way infringe the clel1nitiol1 of 
justice by taking the maHer into their own han('s, 
and estaulishing by law any modification of the rights 
of property which in tlleir opinion would increase the 
rem uneration of their labour? And, on the author's 
principles, this right cannot be denied them. The 
existing social arrangelllent~, and law itself: exist in 
virtue not only of the forbearance, but of the active 
support of the labouring c1as~es. They could effect 
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the most funtlamcntul chaTlg'cs in the whole order of 
F:o~i(~ty hy simply withholding tllOir concurr(,I1()'~. 

Suppose tl1at they, who being the numerieal majority 
cannot be COll Lrullell \:' XCl'pt by their own i acit con· 
sent, ~hOllld come to the conclusion (rOl' example) that 
it is not essential to the benefits of tlle iustitutioll of 
property that wealth shonJa be allowed to ac:culllulatp, 
in large ma:-:-(,8; antI sLoulcl cOl1sequ(mtly resolve to 
dmy legal protedilln to :111 properties exceeding a. 
certain amount. There arc tll(' strunge:,;t utilitariall 
reasons against thl,jr doillg this; but Oll the author's 
lll'inciple~, they have a ri!.;'ht to (10 it. ]3)' this mere 
austincncc from doing what they hayc 1Iever promiscl1 
nor in any way bOllUd tlH'm~elvl's to do, they could 
extort the elll!~el1t of the ridl to any modilieation of 
proprietary rj~llts which they mig'ht eOll:-itll~r to be 
fur their :l(hanja~e, They mi~ht lJind the rieh to 
take tIle whole burden of taxat.ion upon themselves. 
They mi~ht hillel them to give employment. at libel'al 
wages, to a l1uml).~r oflubonrcrs in adirectl'atio to the 
Um(>ll1lt ofthpil' il]()()JtlC'S, Tho,)" Illig,lIt ellfon;e.)I1 tllcm 

a t(1tal ahulitiuH of inherit:lt1ce <111(1 bC(luest. All this 
would be a ver,Y wrong llse of their power of with­
holding" protectioll; bllt ol1ly h('l'anse the co!!ciitiollfoi im­
posed wuuM b(, illj nriolls, insteatl of' beneficial, to the 
]J1lblic w(~al. J\"or do I :-;(0(' wlmt. :lr~l1lnpllt!ij, f.!Xl'<'pt 

utiliTarian Olles, arc open to tIle :l1ltlWl' i()r COIl­
dell1lling them, l~Yl'll tllC III illli]l:::o.t ublig'lILiull of 
l1lakill!.!' the l'hm! "'cs with Uw ll'a~t l)()s,;ible detriment 

~, t: 

to the interest.s Hud feelings of the exi.,tillg generation 
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of proprietors, it woull1 be extremely difficult to deuuce 
I'rolll the anthor':;:. premises, without calling ill other 

max i ms of justice than his theory recognises. 
It is almof't needless for me to repeat tbat these 

things are said, not with a view to draw any practical 
eonclusiollS re."peding the rights of bLam, but to 
"hc.w that no pructir·al ('()Tl(~lll"ions of allY kind can be 
drawn from such premises; and because I think, with 
:::\Ir. TllUl'uLulI, that when we nrc attempting to deter­

mine a question of social ethic~, we should make sure 
of our ethical foundation. On the questions between 
emp10yers anu. labourers, 01' on any other f:oci:ll ques­
tions, "'0 can neither 110[>e to iln<l, nor do we lloed, 
any beiter criterion than tho intcre;:t .. i1l11llc(1intG and 
uHimate, of the hUmil11 race. But the autll(lr's tre,lt· 
ment of the EulJject will have a. useful ell'cct if it lends 
nny of those friemls of democ}',lCY and equality, who 
disdain t.he prosaic consideration of eOllSe(pH'llCl .. ':', and 
demand something more llig'h-ilown as the groull(l on 
whieh to rest the l'i~hts of tIll) human race, to pel'eeive 
how easy it is to frame a theory or ju.~tice that shaH 
positiye\y deny the ri~·hts cOlHiidel'eJ oy them as so 
transcelldent" a11(l w bich yct shall make as fair a daim 
as tlwirs to an illtuitiYe charader, nUll shall commallcl 
lJ'y its a jJriori eyidence the full cOllviction of a.~ en­
lightened a thinkor, ~Uld u,:; warm a SUPP0l'tGl' of the 
principal claims of the laboul'iug dasses, as tlle m.thor 
of the wurk oct\)l'I;:) us. 

'1'11e author's polemic against the doctrines com~ 
mou1y preached by the metaphysical theorists of the 
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Cause of 1.:1bon1', is not without oHler pOlnts of ust:'­
fulness. Not only arc tLosc theorists entirely a: sea 
on, the notion of rig-Ilt, when they suppose that labour 
has, or can have, a, right, to anything, by any ruk but 
the permanent Intc]'e:,;t of the human race; but they 
also han~ confu;;('(l and erroneous notiollS of matters 
of fact, of ·which }'1r. Thornton poi.lIts out tho 

j~tll:t('y. For example, thc \r()rkil]~ c]m~~l's, or 1'ath(,l' 
tlwir chnmpiolls, often luuk Ilpon the wlJOle \\(:ulLh of 

the country Hs tilt' pl'odllee of their hdJonr, tmel imply, 
or even a~sel't. that if e\'cnIJoJv had his due tIle 

• 0) '" 

whole of it woul(l lw]ollg' to them. Apart from all 
(lHestion as tn l'i~llt, thi:-; doctri.ne rests on a, mll'\con­
c!-,ption of fuet. 'Tho wealth of tho country is not 
wllOl1y the pro(1nce or present bhonr. It is th0. joint 
pl'Oauet of pn's(ll1t hllJour and of tlw labour oj' formcr 
}E':ll'S amI gmeratiolls, tho fruits of which, having 
heen prrservetl by tltl) ab;-;tinence of tho;o;c who had the 
power of consuming tllc'm, are now I1nliLtLle for the 
support or aid of present lahour which, but for that 
ab"tincncc:, could not have pro,.hH>Al 1:'1lh"i"tellce for [t 

hundrelHh ll:lrt tll0 IlUlllbel' of' the pn';~l'llt labourer:;. 
No merit is claillied /01' this ab:.:;tlllence; those to 
whose persevering' J'1'II:..!.'alify the bbl)urin~ c1assl's owe 
this CnUTll101tS lwl1t.;lit., f'or the must \?,ll't thollght only 
of b,'neiitillg' them,.:{~l\'i.'" an(1 their deseen<hnt,;. But 
Ill'ithol' is there ally merit ill laboul'ing', when a man 
has no othol' m,\\lIS of I\.e,·ping alin:. It is Hot a 
qne:,tion or lllerit, but. of the (,OllllllOn interest. Capital 
is as illllispeu:-aL10 to labulll' as lal.hJUr to cupit<ll. It 
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i$ true the lauoll1'crs 1)('('(1 only c:lpital, not capitalists; 
it wouhl he lwttel' 1'01' them if they hllu enpital of 

their own. But while they have not, it is a great 
lJeuc1it to them that others have. Those who have 

eapital did not take it from them, and ao not prevent 
them from acquiring it.. And; }\()WrWl' badly oil' they 
ma.y h8 111](1£'1' t11'~ (~()ll(liti{)n~ wl1il·h til!')' :Il'G alile to 

make with capitalists, tlwy wonLl he still \\'orse ofl' if 
the earth were ll'ccly ,It'Ji\en~\l uver iu L!l\: II I WiUlVUL 

capital, and tllcll' exi"ting: 11l1lllLll'rs hud to be sup­
ported upon what tlwy coula in this way make it 
produce. 

On the otller Imu<l, tll('1'0 i:-; on tllC' opposite side of 
the (1110htioll t\ bll(l or gU()Jy 1l10rulit,y, llillounting' to 

a cunt, a;,;'ainst, whieh tho nulllOr protl't'ts, aJHl which 
it is jlll]hTati\'e to dear Ollr willds of: There are 

IWflple WllO think it ri~ht to l)e always l'epc'uting, tlHlt 
the interest of labourers amI employers (ana, they 
add, uf Ltlllllords and hrlllCl':-;, the llppi'l' l:la~ses and 
tlll; lowe)', gon;nllnellts anel f-illl)j~,(·tf', &e.) is one and 
the S;lIIW. Jt 1S not to be m.)lIderc·d at tlwt tlJis ~'()!'t 

of thillg sllo1l1l1 lw irribtiJlO" to tlwso to whom it is 
jntelldell as a warnillg. Huw is it pos:-.ihle tllllt the 
bU.)ltn' awl the :-;eller of <"1 CUllllllm\ity shulllli have 
exactly tile S:.lIllO interest as to its price::; ] t is the 
illt'_'l'est uf ]Juth tllat there sl,uukl lie conlll1o\1ities to 

sell; awl it is, ill a cc:rbtill g\:ll"ral way, tbe illtere~t 
both of Jaht>lIl'l'i'S ,\1)(l em}>I()},'!'s that lJUsillC~ss :-;ll()uid 
prusper, awl ih" t tlle l'l'tLll"llS to bbu u l' nllu ea pital 
::.lwuld be largu. But to say that tbey have the ~allle 
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intel'e!'t as to the divil'ion, is to ~ay that it is the 
I'ame thing to a pcr,;on's illtere"t whether a sum of 

money belongs to him or to f;omebody else. ~rhe 

employer, we are gravl'ly told, ,vill expend in wage:,; 
what he ~ayes in wages; lie will m1d it to his capital, 
which is a fine thing- fuT the laboul'ing classes. Sup­
pose hilll to do so, what clops tlle labourer gain by the 
jllerca~e of capital, if his WU;2,'l'S must be kept from 

rising to admit of its takillg place? 

" ," orkmen are soleY!} n Iy adjured," says 1Ifr. 'l'hornton 

(p. ;2 (i()), "Hot to try to get thrir wages raiged, heeauw 
succcss in the attelllpt 1l1llst he followed hy a fall of p)'ollts 

w 11 ielt will bl'ing wa;..!'t',; down ngai n. fl'llCy are entreated 
not to better thclIl":c·ln',,, heca1l~e :llly teltlpor:ll'Y het,tf1l'illg 

will he followc(l hy a reaction which will leave them as ill 011' 
us before j not to try to mi;;o the price of labour, hecuullc 

to l'ai"e tile price is to lower t Iw Iklll:.lt1d, nIHl to lower 
tIle dCltH111d i~ to lower the prim), As if u "Tt.':t t demand for 

lahour were of any ot he)' usc to the lah()ut'(~r "tlmn that of 
l'aising tile }lriee of lil',)f)ur, or <:18 if tin en"a were to be ",uori­

ficctl to meltliS whose \I bole merit cOllsi::;ts in their lcauing 
to llwL ;;allll: el1ll. ]f ltll diG J)ulitical ('('ollomy oppo~cd t<. 

trades' nnions wom like this, track,s' unions would be quite 
right in opposi II!; politi eal ecu!lolllY." 

'Wl,at is true is, that wages mig'llt be so high as 
to leave no proHt to the capitali:->t, or not enout;h to 
CO)ll}lC)lSatc llim fue the unxietieH and ri,;l;,; of had,) j 

awl in that ea~c labourers would be klllillg the goo~e 
to get at. the egg:,;. J\)](l, ngain, was'eli might be so 

low as te diminish the lllllllLl'l'll or impair tho working 
powcn, of the laGOlll'L'T:i, and ill that callC the capitali;:;t 
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also ,,"ouM generally be a loser. But between this 
and t he (loch-inc, that the money which vrouM come 
to the labourer by a rise of wages will uc of as much 
use to him in the capitalist's pocket as in his own, 
there is a considerable difl'erence. 

Between the two limits just indicated-the highest 
W:1gCS consistent with keeplng 'up the capital of the 
cOllntry, and increasing it pari paS8l1 with the increase 
of people, am1 the ]owe:it that will ena.ble the labourcrs 
to keep np their numl)L'rs wjth an incrcase suHicient 
to provIde labourers for the iucl'Cttse of cmploymcllt­
there :is un intcrmc(liatc l'eg~on \vithin which wa~e8 
will range Jlighcl' or ]ower neeol'dillg to what Adam 
Smith culL-! "the hi;;t;'1in~ of {.lID mn1'1wt." In t.hi:'! 
hig~'ling, tho labourcr in nn isolated condition, unalJle 
to ho;d out even against a single C'lllployer, 1l111eh 
mOre against the tacit combination of ernploYt'l's, wiIi, 
;IS a rule, iinll Ilis W;lgCS kcpt down at the lowcr limit. 
I..j'lbourcr~ sufficiently Ol"ganisetl in U 11 ion:.;; rnay, ulil1er 
favourable circumstances, attaiu to the llighcr. '1'hi~, 

however, l'llPPOSl'S an organisation ine1wl i llg all classes 
of' labourer:.;;, III an ufaduring awl a~Tic.: III t u ml, un skiJJl~d 
as well as skilled. ,VIH':D. the union is ollly p:tl'tial, 
there is olten a ncurel' limit-that whil'.h would 
deshojr, or drive ehewherc, the particnlar IJJ'aIH.:h of 
in<1ustry in ,,!licIt the rise tal,l';:{ pbce. Snell are the 
lillliting conditiulls of the strif~ ju1' w;l~es l)etWCI'll the 
hllolll'cl'S alld 11le c;lpilalbts. Tlll~ superior limit js a 

diHicult qucstion of fad, and in its estilllatioll beriolls 
IJl'l'Ol'S Dlay be, and have b(~en, committed. But, 
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having regard to the greatly superior Ilumbers of the 
In,Louring cluss, and the inevitable flculltincS3 of the 

remuneration uffordell by even the hi.ghest rate of 
wages which, jn the present state of tho arts of pro­
duction, CQuld possibly become general; whoever does 
not wish that the labourers may prevail, and that the 
highp>;t, limit, Wh:lb::~\Tm' it bo, may bo ::d::taineJ, 

nlUst hare a standanl of morals, and a conception of 
Ole most ue;-;iraLle ~taLIJ uf ~ucieLy, wi.dely diIl'erell(, 

from thoi'lo of either lUI'. Thornton or the present 
writer. 

The l'emain(ler of the llOol\: is occupied in discussing 
the means adopted or whi(~h might bel adopted by the 
operatiyo cli.f.t1Cn, for oLtaining all such ndvlllltnges in 

respect of wages, and the other con(1itions of labour, 
as are within the reach of attainment: a Ruluect COTll­

prellellding all the questions respecting the objects 
and pratii('('s of 'fraues' lJnionism, together with the 
whole theory and practice of co-operative industry. 
And here I am nearly at tho eml of my di:.;agrecments 
,vith 1111'. Thornton. His opillions aro in fwery respect 

as favourable to the claims of the labouring classes as 
is consistent with the rcg;ml due to the permanent 
interest of the raee. His con<:lusioll;;; leave me little 
to do hut to lIIako a 1'1;"<11111(; of them, though I may 
still disi'E'nt ('rom sonw of !tis premises. }'or example, 
the same pl'iUelples whieh bulliirn to aClluit emIJ1(iycrs 
of wrollg, ]10wever they may avail themselves of tbcir 
adyantage to keep down wages, make him equally 
exculpate Unionist::; from a similar ch a l'gl.'! , even when 
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he deems them to 'be making- a short-sig-Mea and dan­
gerow. use of' the powor which com umatiolls giyo 

t.hem. But while I agree with the author that con­
duct may be "gl'OVellillg and sordid" without l>eing 
morally culpab1e, I must yet maintain thut if there 
are (as it cannot he uoubted that there are) demau(ts 

which empluycrs might make ii'um lahOlll'0rS, 01' 

lab0Ul'l:'11; from eiuploycrs, the ellforcemcnt of \\'hieh, 
even by the llJost inl10cent means, \volild he codral'y 
to the intert'sts uf civilisati()ll a .. d improvcmcllt-to 
make these Ul'1l11l1111s, u,1ll1 to insist on the II as cOl1l1i­
tiolls of giving antl reeci\'illg Cll111lo,YlllC:llt, i,~ morally 
wrOl~g. 

Again, the author m()~t justly sti:2,'Jn:lti~(,:5 the ]~Jlg­
li~h law or conspiracy, that rescn-etl \\'c:lpon of arbi­
trary and expos/jlldo eoerciou, by \\'Jlioh anythillg', 
that it court of law think:;;, oug-ht not to be dunt.', may 
be matle a crimin<ll oiIcllce it' (lone in eonccrt by more 
titan one periiOll-ct law of which a most o!Jjl:ctiun<lblo 
usc has becn mal1c agninst Trades' Ulliolls. l~ut I 
cnnnot go cutil'cly with him whell he by::; it down as 

nn aLtso] u to awl sdf-t~vidc II t truth, tlJat wlwlcm,'r is 
lawful when dune by 0110 P<'l"SOIl, ought not to be an 
ollcnce when done l)ya COlllbiU:.1.tilill oj' sC'veral. He 
f<')}'gets that the ]lumber of agents lIlay materially altel' 
tllf~ p>:<;l'ni-ial nllnr:li't(lr of thl! nc.t. ~llpp(JS'?, 1J101't.'ly 

f<')1' the sake of il1n::;t.ratioll, that the state of Opilli()1l 
'was such (.1.5 to iwlue\.: ]':gi::ilalul";o; tu lukr:tl l.:, wiLlJiu 
certaiu lillJits, tho prosecution of gm.llTl']S and the 
redre::;s of injlll'iL's by the party's OW11 hauth; as is 
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the case practic:Llly, t,hough not legal1,r, in all coun­
tries where duelling- prcvaib. Jf~ ll1lder coyer of this 
license, ill stead of H, combat betweell on\') Hnd 01le, a 
band of as~ailants w('re to set upon a single PCl':"OIl, 

and take his lit\:\ or inflict on him bodily harm, would 
it be allowable to apply to this case the maxim, that 
what is permitteJ to one person ought, to 1)0 permitted 
to any uumuor? 'rho cas('s aro not parallel; but if 
there be so much :1'l one ease of this character, it is 
discussable, and requires to be di"cllssed, whether any 
given case is such a one; awl we kwe a fi'esh proof 
how little eycn tho most plausible of thc~e absulute 
maxims of right aml \vrollg are to be depended on, 
and how unsafe it is to ]0:-;0 si~~'ht, even for a moment, 
of the j'mraliloullt principle-the good of ~he human 
race. The maxims lll:.lY, as the rough results of ex­
perience, bc re.!.('arded as primrl.facie presnmptions that 
what they incul<.:atc will be foullll conducive to the 
ultimate eml; but not as c.ollelusivG on that, point 
without examination, still le,;;s as calTying an auUlOl'ily 
independent of, and :-iupr.'l'ior to, Llie ell\l. 

My difference with 111'. 'l'hornton is in this C:l:,€ 

only theoretical; fo}' I do not know of' unything that 
ought to be lpg'ally interdicted to workmen in com­
bination, except what woulll he criminal if done by 
anv of thGJn individually, vi?., })hvl3icftl violellce or 

v • v 

molestatioll, Uef:Llllation of charader, injury to pro-
perty, or threats of a~1y of these evils. lYe hear much 
invective against Trades' Unions on the sc()rc of being 
infringements of the liberty of those working men Oll 
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whom a kind of social compulsion is exercised to 
induce them to join a Union, or to take pnrt in a, 
81 rike. I agree with 1\11'. Thornton in uttaclling 110 

jmportance whatever to this charge. An infrillge-
1l1Cnt of people's liberty it undoubtedly is, when they 
are induced, by dread of other people's reproarhes, to 
do allY thing \yhich they are not ]q~'ally bOllnd to do j 
but I do not suppose it will be mailltained that dis­
upprobation 110yer ought to bc expressl'u except of 
thing'S w1Ji<.:h nre offences by law. As soon as it is 
acknowledgeJ tllat therc aro lawful, and cYen llsel'll]:, 

purposes to be fuHilled by Tratles' u nio118, it mnst be 
adlllitted that the llIcm bel'S of Unions may rea!"onably 
feel a genuine moral di:-:approbatioll of tho:;c '\o"ho 
profit by the higher wa~'l's 01' other mlvfmtagcs tlmt 
the Unions procure 101' llon-Uniolli~ts as \VeIl as i~)r 

t heir own H}(>mbel':-:, hut J'(,j'll Sf' to tn kl', thl' i \. 811:1l'e of 
the paymenb, and submit to the restrictions, by which 
tho,;e adnmtagcs arc ol,taiucd. It is yain to say thai 
if a strike is really 101' tlw good of the workmen, the 
whole body will join jn it from a mere sense of Ule 
common interest. There is always a consitleralJle 
number who will hope to slllll'e tho bendit without 
submitting' to tho sacritices ; ::mcl to say tha.t these aro 
not to have hron~ht before them, in all impressive 
manner, what their fellow-workmen think of their 
COlluuCt, :s equivalent to saying that social pressure 
ought not to be put upon allY olle to consider the 
interests of others as well as his own. An that legi~. 
lation is concerned with is, that the pressure shall 
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stop at the expression of feeling, and tlle 'Ivit-ltholding­
of such good oJlicce! L11< mi1'y lll'operJ.r llepcnd upon 
feeling, and shall not extcml to all illrJ'in;4'enwnt, OJ' u, 

threat ()f infringement, of allY of the rig'hts which the 
law guarantees t,o all-securit.y of person alld property 
agaillst violution, aud of reputation ug'ainst calumny. 
TI'Il!'!'!' are few C:t>lC'S jn which the npplj(·ation of thi,.; 

distinction can give rise to any (1()uht. ,Vh;tt is caild 
llid,dilJg .i~ .illsb 011 tlw 1)O]'(le1' which sepamtcs the 
two regions; but the sole dillienlty ill tltnt (~aSe is one 
of fact and evidence-to a:::ecl'iain whether the lan­
guage or gest.ures used implied a threat of ally s11("l1 
treatment as, between indiyiuual and ]])(livilltml, would 
be contrary to law. Hoot,ing', and Oilcll::,>ive language, 

arc points on which a qucstioll may be l'Ui8ec1; hut 
these shoult1 be deaH with acconling to the general 
law of the country. No good l'l'\lSOn can be given l~n' 
subjecting them to special rc:-;triction on account of 
the occasion which gives rise to them, or to :lIly legal 
restraint. at all beyond that which public decency, or 
the safdy of tllo public peace, may prescribe as a 
matter of policc regulation. 

~1r. Thornton enters into a minute examinat,ion of 
the limits to the efficacy of Trades' U llions-tho cir­
cumstances in which increased wages may be claimed 
with a prospect of success, and, :if sucec",;J'ul, of perma­
nence. These discussions I must content my~clf with 
recommending to the attention of the reader, who will 
find in them much mattor of great val uc. J n the 
present article there is onl~' room for the most general 
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considerntions, either ofpo1iticnl economy or Oflll(,l'als. 
UlIGer the ft)l'nlcl' nspc'ct, tllt'l'() if> It view of thE' Cju(;'s­

tion, not overlookl·d by the author, but hardly, per­
haps, made snflkil'ntly prolllillellt hy llim. From tile 
necessity of the case, the only fund out of which un 
increase of wages can F0:-~iIJIJ be obtaillJd by the 
In LOllring clas:;ps con~idercd as u w llOlc, is profi ts. 
This is contrary to the common opinion, both uf the 
general pul)lic and of tho \\-OrkmCll themselves, who 
think tllut there is a second f:ource :Ii'om which it is 
pn:;sible for the augmentation to come, namely, priL:l's, 
The employer, they tllillk,can, iHorcign or other compe­
tition willl(,t him, indemnity him.~elt' iortbe atltlitional 
,,'a()'es demanded of 11im bv cliar"illO' an increased o . '.... b b 

price to the consumer. AmI this may certainly happen 
in single tratles, una even in large branches of trade, 
lUlder conditions which are carel'ully invrsti.~atec1 by 
Mr. Thornton. The huilding trade, in its numerous 
subdivisi0ns, I>: 011(> of tlw most salient instances. 
TIut though a rise of \\'age~ in a given trade may be 
compemiatcu Lu Llw IIlUSlCH; hy a ri~e of the price of 

their comrnodity, tL rise of general 'wages cannot be 
compensated to employers generally by a, general riMe 
of prices. 1'lIis distinction is never umlerstood by 
tho~c who have not consitlcred the subject, but tlwre 
arc few truths more obvious to all who Inwe_ There 

cannot be a general ri~o of prices unle:-:8 there is more 
money expended. But the rise of wagel:l aves JloL 
cause more money to be expended. It takes from the 
incomes oft.he masters and adds to those of the work-
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men; the forme]' have Jess to sprn(], tlu? latter have 
llllll"l!; 1JUL lbe n'e1l\:ralllum ul' Llll' Illom~'y iIl(,;()(m~:s of 

the commullity rcmaiJls what it was, and it, is upoa 
that sum that mOllcy prices uepell(l. r.r1cru canIlot 
be more mOl1t'y eXlJ(·nded. on cnrythi11 g', when thl'l'C 
is no: morc mom'y to he expC'nded altogether, In 
the bccond place, even if tlH'J'O did happeu :1 ri~e of all 
priccs, tho 01l1y elll,et woul(ll>c that money, hewing 
become of Jess valnc in tilo particular country, while 
it remained of' its k,nner value everywhere ds(),lVouhl 
be exported until prices were bruu~ht duwn to nearly 
01' guite tllf:ir fOl'lner 10ve1. Bat thirdly: even 011 

the impol"silJle l'llpposition tllat the rise of prices 
could be kept up, yet, l)('in~ genoml, it wonld not CUIll­

pcnsate the l!Jrll'lo,)'cr; for though hi::; money retlll'll'l 

would be greater, hi~ outi-!'Olllg;:; (excl~pt the llxetill;ty­
ments tu tho:,c to WhOll1 lItl is ill debt) v,()ulll be 
illcreasetl in tho burne proportioll, ,Finally, if when 
wn:;es rose all priu(;s 1'0;';1,) ill tllCl i;Un10 I'utio, the 

labourers ,\"ou!(l be ]]0 be-Ut,1' otr with Jtig-h wflges than 
with low; tlleir wage's \\'uilltl llut cOlilinawl mol'c) \)l' 

uny article of consumption; tl real l'isll of wage..;, 
tbore/ort:', would lJO an illlp()~sil)ility. 

It belng obvious, from the~e acclllllulated consiJem­
tions, that a real ri:-;c of general wage:'> (,~lIln()t be 
thruwn on the Cull::iUlllCl' by it rise of pricei'!; it follows 
also that a l'I.'al ri;-;e <)Vt'U or partial wag'(~s-()f w<lg\'S 

in ouo or a le\y CmplO}ll1\:llts-wlwll thrown Uti tlle 

conSUlll er Ly un increased price 01' tile art ides pro­
duced, i::; ~:ellerally a gain made, wholly or in pnrt; at 

VOL, y, 
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the expense of the remainder of the labouring' clas)::es. 
Por, the aggregutc incomes of tho purchasing public 
not being increased, if more is spent on Rome al'ticles 
of consumption, less will be spent on others. There 
arc two possible F>uppol'it.ions. ~rhc public may eithor 
I'cduce its consumption of the articles which have 
rison, or it may retrench by preference in other arti­
cles. In the former case, if tlle consumption fulls off 
in full proportion to the rise of price, there is nu more 
money than hefore e:'qwmled in the article, and no 
more, therefore, to he di \'i( lell bet\\' eon the labourers 
and their employers; .but the lahourers may possibly 
retain their improwd \\'a~ps, at the eXlwns(~ 01" profit:;:., 
until the employers, weary of having less profit tll;~n 
other people, withdraw p'll't of thl'ir capital. But if 
the consumption dues 1lot fidl off; or fitlls cdr in a Jess 
degree, so that more is really SP(;)}t on the artides 
after thm l)(:'(o1'e the ri~p, the p1'iees of some other 
fLing's will l:dJ fmnl rliminishr'il r1i'm:ml1; thn pro­
dueel's of those othel' thin;..;s will have Jess to divide, 
awl l~ilher \\'at-;"C~ VI' profits lI1llst :-.tdJ'l·r. It will 
usually be wngl~s; for as tllere will not. b(~ employ­
ment ill those departments i()l' so ma)])' labourers as 
before, some 1ubourers will be thrown out of work. 
As 11e, Thornton remarks, the general 111Cl"e;)s(' of the 
incomes of tllC community throngh tho progress of 
wealth may make np to the other branches of the 
productive classes for what they thus losE', and con· 
vert it. from Illl absoillte loss, to t.he loss of a g'llin­

the gain which as 11 booy they \\'ou1<l ha\'c derived 
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from the genrral increase of weaHh, but of which the 
wh(lle, ur more lh:UI llH.l rail' :--han', 11l1i5 Leell dn\.\\ II 

ofl' by n :-lllglo lm1llch. StiI1, tho rise of wages in 
any dcpclltmcnt; i:-; necrssurily at tho expense either 

of wag't.:s in other delHu'tmonts or of protib., and in 
general bOUl will contrihute to it, So IOllg, at least, 
us there uro uny c1a~;iles of 1n1onl'el's who aro not 

unionised, tho succes:-;es of the U !lions will gonerally 
be it taugo of loss to the lal..JOUl'Ol'S ill tlle non- ulliouist 
occupations, 

From the recognition of' this fllct arises a !'lCri0US 

qrllostiolJ of' rigl,t alld ",,:ron!.!', :)s hc>t,W8('n 1] nioni"ts 

ana the remainder of the labouring classes. As 
LdWl'l'll t1lclll~(,lv('s alld their clflplu)L'rs, Llll',Y are 

mulel' 110 obligatiulls but tlloso of prudence. The em­
pluyers aro quito capable of tnking care of thpm~ehe3. 
L' )Jionists aro llmlel' no moral uu ty to their em­
players which tho conditions they may /ieck to im­
pose on them can pOi::isibly violate. But they owe 
moral duties to tlJe rCll1ailJ(ler of the laLouring' 
classes, aIld moral aut ies to tIle cOI1l111l1l1ityat large; 
:mu it beho\'cs them to take care that the conditions 
thq make for their own scparate interest do not con­
flict wi th either of these 0 Lljg:\tioll~. 

However suti;;!;u~h)rily the qUl'stiOIl rnay uc1mit of 
heillg' al1:o;wCl'c<l, it still requires to bL~ asked, whctliCr 
1:niollists al'e justified in seeking n rise of \vnges for 
themselwH, Wllidl \\"ill ill all prolJ~lbility produce ,t 
fall of wages, or loss of cmploynlent, to other la­
bourers, their fellow-colilltrymell, ~till more ill this 

G~ 
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qllf'stiOIl rai~ed by those restrictive rul('s, forlJidding 
file employment of' non-unionil'h, limitillg tIle nmn­

bc'!' of apprentices, &e., whieh many Lnions maiD­
tain, amI wlllch arc sorn<:tlmes 1l111ispensabJe to tile 
complde dllcacy of Unionism. }'or (as .J\lr. Thornton 
recognises) there is no keeping IIp wnges without 
limiting' the number of competitors: for employment. 

AmI all such limita1 ion illtlids distillct evil U[101l 

Uw!'e whom it l'.xdudt's~lIPl\li LllaL g-l'l'aL lllaSI:) u1' la-
10uring population which is oubi(le the Uniol15; un 
e\'il lwt trilljJlg', iiJr if the system were l';gOrousJy en-
1'o1'ceu :it would prcvc'nt un~kineu hholU0l's or their 
chihlrc:n ii'om CYeI' rising' to the conilition of skilled. 
In whnt llHmncr is it :,y"tcm ,vllich thus operates, to 
he l'econcilell ('incr with tllc ol)lip;atiolls of g('Ilcral 
mOl',dity, or ,,-it II the I'jl('tial ]'('g:m! pr(Jli:ssed by ]1/­

homing men 1'01' the jutc'rest of the labonring c1n:3S ? 
To the justiflcutioll of Llliollism it is llcc('ssary Dot 

(lilly that a modo of l'l'collciliatioll shou1d oxi::;t, but 

that Unionists should know it an(l consi(lo1' it; for if 
i llcre is e\,cr so good a dci('llCe of tJ Ici l' cOlJ(luct, alj(l 
t hoy do not know or care about it, thl'ir case is morally 
the same as if tlwre were 11lmo. 1711iollists who do 
not conccrn thl'lllselvc:s with O)('se scruplcs an', in 
lutentio!l, sacl'ificing' tho int(']'cstl:) of thl'irf;.,llow­

labourers, tIle majority of tIle laLonrillg' classe:~, to tllcir 
own s('l,arate adnUltng-o; tlwy arc making t1H,'m::dn'FI 

into all (llig;l}'(:hy oi' Ill:luual labonr('l's, llldil'cdly sup­
ported by a tax leyil'(l on the delllocr:wy. 

There are, llUwevcr, two cOllt:liderations, either of 
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\vhich, in the mind of an upright and public spil'itp,l 
working m,ln, m:1,,}' filirly It'gitilllato his udltc.,io:l tu 
Unionism. The first is, by consideritlg tIle lj'l1i,;IlS 
of Iml'ticular traaes as It were step towarus 'lll uni­
versal Union, inclllding all lahom, and :u; a mean;; or 
educating the (jill? of the working; classes lor sueh lL 
future. This i!!l well put by :Jf r. Thornton :-

" Though, in the interests of universal la.bour, the forma­
tion of national and cosmopolitan nnionism be clearly an end 
to be aimed at, the best, if 110t the only means to that end is 
the previous formation and brin;;ing to maturity of separate 
trade unions. The thillg is f'earcely to be done, if dOlle at 
ali, in allY other way. National ulLionism is only to be 
built up pieceltlcal.To hegin by laying foundations coex­
tensive with the area to he finally covered, would be a sure 
way of never getting beyond the f()1llldations. The only plan 
at all feasible, is for spparate sectiolls of hbourcl's to orgulIi,e 
thelllselves independently, and for each separate orgaHi~atiolJ 
to confine illS altentiun to its own affairs, wherein it would 
lOllg find !Lbundant occupation without troubling itself about 
those of it,. Heigh bonrs, until it and they, hav;ng gl'Own strong 
enough to ~taJl(1 alone, should perceive it to he for their 
Illulual ad v:llltage to coalesce allli ;;tan<l tog-ether. This is the 
plan which, unconsciously perhaps for the most part, trades' 
uniolls arc at prci'\Cllt IolJowiug, each in obedience to its, 
own selfish instinct, seeki tlg ollly to do the best for itseH~ 
yet each doing thereby the best for the othCl's also, 'l'IJat 
this or any other plan will eyer really eventuate in the 
formation of a confederacy em bracing the entire worki ng' 
popillatioll, may to mo::;t people appeal' un utterly chimerical 
!lOtIOJI, alHi 11\) (loubt the chance;; are great against its reali­
sation. Bllt the tiling, however improbable, is not more 
im probable than some of the at!tual phenomella of uuionism 
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would llot long since have appeared. Half a century back, 
while the marvellous org(Llli~illg rtptitudc3 of worki Ilg mell 

Jay dormant and unsuspected, it would have been quite as 
difficult for anyone to look forward to the existing' amalga­
mation' oflittlo less than l)O,OOO ellgineers or 70,0 1)0 miners, 
as it is now to imagine that in another century or so-no 
very long periocl in a nation's lifo--a combination of these 
and of otllor assooiatiolls may woW together tho whole com­
munity of British workmen as one Lrothel'hoOlI. At the 
present rate of progress less thall a hnnclred years woulel 
suffice for the operation." (Pp. :z~U, 2DU.) 

This prospect may appear too remote, and. ev('n 
Yi~ionar.r, to be an actuatin:.; motive with any consi­
derable number of Gllionists; but it is certainly not 
lw,Yoml Ole u:-ipiratiulis of tho intelligent leaders of 
rniouism, anJ what is more, some great steps bave 
already beC'Il mftde jn tllo direction of its realisation. 

" 
A generation ago all U !lions were local, aml in thosf' 
day." strike~ were n~uch more frcrplcnt, much oftfllll!r 
Ulll'l'U so lHlb 1 e, ltuJ much oftener nttcIHletl with criminal 

excesses, tllall is the ca~e at present. Since then, a 
nnmber of the most important trades have been 
i<mnerl into Alllalg:tmated Societies extending to the 
whole country, and a central council <kcidcs with a 
,·i.~w to thA illt.C'l'es;ts l){ the elltiro trade, what condi~ 
t.ions shall be imposed on employers, and in what 
C<l"CS strikes slmll luke place. And it is admitted 
that the rules of (hc'se Amalgallwteu Societies are 
mucIl less objt'dionable than those of t.lw local Unil)llS 

previoU!'ily,vel·I.', Hnd that the central hoJy prevents 
HlrlllV mure bll'ib:s tllan it sandiow:i. rl'he illlmt!uiatt) 

" 
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motive to the amalgamations was, of course, the ex­
perienco that attempts in one to\vn to obtain a rise of 

wages, only caused tho transfer of the business to 
another. Conccrt having been at length substituted 
for competition between diflorent towns, the Unions 
now aim at ent~ctillg the siune suhstitution lJetwecll 
difi~~rcnt conntl'ip.R: :mcl wit,]lin the lHst, few y(lar.~ 

there is a commencemcnt of International Congresses 
of' worl;:ing people, to prevent the effurts made ill Ulle 

country from being frustrated for wa.nt of a common 
understallding with other countries. And there can 
be little doubt that these attempts to lay the fonnda~ 
tioD of an a1liunce among the artisans of competing 
countries, have alrea.dy produ(Jed SOlne efrect, und ,yill 
acquire ineroasing importance. 

'1'hore is, however, anuther, and a less elevated, but 
not fallaciolls point of view, from which the apparent 
injustice of Unionism to the non-united classes of' 
labourers may be morally vindicated to the conscience 
of an intel1igf'nt 17nionlst. This is the 1.Ia1thusian 
point of view, so blindly decried as hostile and odious, 
above all, to the labouring classes. The jgnOl'Ullt and 
untrainecl part of the poorer classes (such Unionists 
may say) will people up to the point which will keep 
their wages at that miserable rate which the Imv scale 
of their ideas and habits makes endura.hle to them. 
As long as their minds l'enmin in their present state, 
our preventing them from competing with us for em­
ployment does them no real injury; it only saves our­
selves from being brought down to their level. '1'h086 
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whom we exclua(~ nrc n. morally inf<~\'ior c1n;:;s of la­
bourers to us; Ull!ir labour is wOl'Ulle~s, aIHl tlll'ir 
want of prn(lcnce atH.l self-l'cstl':11nt makes tllC'nl Inuell 
more active ill adding to the population. 'Ve do tllcm 
110 wrong by intrenching oursl'ln:s behind a barrier, to 
exclude those whose competitioIl w0111d bring down 
OUl' wagcs, without more tkm momentarily l'aisil1g 
theirs, but only (l(Ming- to the iotal numbl~rs in exis­
tence. This is the pradical justification, as things 
nnw are, of some of' the exdusl\'e reg\llatiol1ll of 
rl'r:Hles' Unions. If the majority oi their member" 
look upon this state of things, so far as the cxcll1dml 

labourers are cOl1eerner1, with inc1it1'crcnce, amI think 
it t'llough for the Unions to take care of their own 
1lI('1Il1Jcrs, this is not more culpalile in them than is 
the ~ame indiflerenee in cla:-.:st's far more powcrful an(l 

mOrc pri\'ill';.!;cd 11)" :::ociety, But it is a strol1~ iudi­
c<ltion of a better spirit anlong' tIll'ln, that tlw opera­
tiV0~: nnd arti'::lIl;': thl'oughout thG country forlll the 

main ::;tl'('n~'th of' the dl~lllall(l, rap:dly bccomiug' irrc­
~istiLile, for unh'er:,al ,1l1d compulsory cduc,nicoJ)o Tho 
brutish jgnorance or tltn luwe:,t order oj" ullskille(l In.. 
l)()urcrs has 1lO ILOl'e detcl'lllim'll clwItlic:-J, none more 
('m'n('~t ill ill~isting' that it be (:UI'I.'(l, than tlw compa­
ratively ('(luc,Lteu \\"Ol'klllC'll who dircct tho UIJions. 

rl'llC' mOl'lti lllltil'~' which elliOlli"t:~ owe to socidy 

at large--to the p('l'll1anollt l11tCI'j·:-t oj' the nation and 
of the race-are still Jess regarded t.han the UUtil'S 

illlposC'd by gouod feeling' to\\<ll'ds their own class. 
'1'11c1'o is as little practical seIlse of such duties in thd 
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minds of workmen us in those of cmp1oyeJ'f~-::mJ. 
there can sea1'(~c]y ue lc~s, Y eL i~ is evjdent (for In. 

stance) that it CanllOt be right that a contest between 
two portiollfl of society as to the terms on which they 
will co-opc·rate, sltou1U be settled hy impairillg the 
efficacy of their joint action. There mUi:it be ~ome 
better mode of sharing the fruits of human proclUU' 

tive power than by diminishing their amoUl1t. Yet 
this is not only the c1;{·ct, bnt the illtention, of lllallY 
of the conllitions imposed by sornu -r;nions on work­
men anel on employers. All restrictions OIl tho em-

PIOnt1ellt of maullincl'Y or on arrann'emellts for eco-
II • , ;:, 

nomising laboHI', (leSC1'vo this censure. Some of the 
Unionist ret;"ulatiollS gu cycn furtllcr than to pl'ohibit 
improvements; they are contrivc<1 for the exprc:')s 
purpose of making work ine11icient; they positively 
prohibit the workman from wlll'king- 11111'<1 amI we]), in 
order that it may he necessary to employ a grcatcl' 
number. Re;;lllations that 110 one shall move briek,;; 
in a wheelbarrow, but only cuny them in a hod, and 
then no more than eight at a time; tlmt ~tUIlt'S :o;hall 
not he worked at the quarry while they are soft, hut 
must he worked by tho masons of the place where 
they are to he useo.; that plasterers shall not do the 
work of plasterers' la:Jourers, nor labourers that of 
pla~Lerers, bUlJ,a plasterer flnd it hboUl'or must both be 

employed when one would suffice; that bricks made 
OIl one side of a particula.r ennuI must lie there un­
used. while fresh brick'! are made for work going' on 
upon the other; that men shall not 0.0 so good a (lay's 
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work as to "l)(;'st theil' mates;" tllilt they sllUl1 not 
walk at more than it givell pace to their work when 

the wa1k is counh'd "in tIle master's timo" -these 
and :,c01'es of simiLtr exampLes which will Le fonnd in 
nit'., Tho1'lltOll't-; book, eqnnl1y vexatious, and so:nP, of 
them moro ridiculolls, arc all grave violations of the 
1I10ral rule, that (ti"pnt.:b 1~tw('cn Ol:188(;'8 8houl(1 Dot 
be so concluded as to make tho worl(l a worse place 
for both tugctlwl', [\11(1 ultimately for the whole of the 
community. I do not S:lY tllut thero are never cases 
whil:h ju:::tify a resort to mc'n,:::urcs eY\~n t1lUs ball in 
priuciplc. A portion of soeiL't,Y which callnot othcr~ 
wi:,c olJtain jlBt consiueration fr,ml. the l'l'~t, may b() 
warr:mtl:u in doing i1 Il'lischief to socidy in order to 
extort what it cOll:::iders its rIu!.':>. But when thus 
acting, that portion of society i:,; in a state of war 
with the rest; and such lllcans arc neYer justiHable 
hut as ,,,capons of Will', like the de\'astation of a 
country and the slaughter of its inllocent inhabita.nts 
-things abominable in themselves, but ,,,hich may 
unhappily be the on1y means of forcillg a pO\verl'ul 
adycrsary to consent to just terms of accommodation. 
It is palpably for the good of society tlwt its means 
of production. that the emelleY of its industry. should 
be as great as possible, aud it cannot be IHlccssary to 
an equit,lole division of the produce to make that 
(,[Heaey less. The true morality of the workmen 
would be to second zealously nIl means by which 
labour can be economist,a or made more effieient, bnt 
to <lclllalld their share of the benefit. In what shape 
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tlley 811 all oMain jt, is n, matter of nc~oriation between 
the partie:;:, ilw (liiTicnHi,·i'l of which nmy be gredly 

lightened by an itnpartial arbitration; and it is in 
/sHch ctt!'es, above all others, that auvantage might he 
expected from the Councils of Conciliation, which Mr. 
::MuIldella al1d :Mr. Hupcl't Keti.l6 have so forcibly au­
vocated, and ha.vc carried so succ0ssflllly into pl'aet:ice 
in t.heir l'cspcC'ti\'c localities. The identification of the 
interest of' the ,y 0 1'],; 111 on with the efficiency, iusLe,Lu 
of t.he incfficieney of the work, is a hnppy result as 
yet only attamcd by co-operaii\yc industry in SOlno 
of its forms. And if it should prove, in the end, 
not to he aHail1able othcrwise; if the claims of the 
workmen to share the benefit of whatever was bene­

ficial to the general interest of the busine~s, became 
an emlJUrrassl11cnt to the masters :ii:om whieh no 
system of arbitration could snfliciently l'elieve them, 
and the growing' inconvenience to them from the op­
positi('n of interc:'lt hetwecn themselves and the wOl'k­
men should stimulate the conversion of existing busi­
nesses into I nduf'triul Pa.rtnerships, in which the whole 
boCi.y of workpeople have a direct interest in the pro­
fits of the enteJ'prise; sneh a tramdormation would 
he the true euthanasia of Trades' Unionism, while it 
would train and prcpare at least the superior portion 
of the wor~ing classes fur a form of co-operation still 
more equal and complete. 

It is to this feature ill the futurity of labour that 
the whole of ivfr. r1'llOrnton's argument leads up: and 
to this he looks forward as the true solution of the 
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great e.conomic problem of modern life. Nowhere 
will be found so compact an(1 f\()mprf'hensive all ac­
count of the various forms of co-operative im1ustry 
which have ueen tdeu ill Ulis and other counlries \vith 

such remarkable success, either by combinations of 
operatives uniting their small :o;avings, or by capitalist 
employers admitting- their Yv'orkmen to a participation 
in profits. I will not \veaken these most interesting 
statcmcnts by abridgment, 1101' is it l1Gcessary to pro­
long this article by disserting on a subject which is 
every year commanding more of the attention ur LIte 
best practical minds. ':rhe reader may be referred to 
Mr. Thornton for a conclusive answer to the hesita­
tions concerning t.hA probabilities of success of this 
great movement, as wen as for an inspiring picture 
of Lhe blessings to human society which lllily ration­
ally be expected from its progressive realisation. I 
will rather turn back to Unionism, and conclude with 
a passage embodying the author's ultimate moral 
judgment upon it. (Pp. 355-358.) 

"Sufficient note has not perhaps heen taken of the educa· 
tional ofIice which unionism is sileutly and unconsciously 
performing, and of the softening aIHl composing infhwnce 
whieh it is insensibly exercising over its constituents. ::\1 ere 
union, quite irrespectively of any special object, is of itself 
beneficial discipline. 'fhe mere act of association is of itself 
a wholesome subordination of the individual to the gcncral. 
Merely to combine for some common object, causes people 
to take pride and pleasure in that object, whatever it 
be, and renders them ready to make sacrifices for its further­
allee. And if the object be mutual defence and mutual 
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!!-upport, then, for the assodates to take an interest in it and 
ill each othcl', is one and thc "anw thing. Among tradf'~' 
lmionists accllstomed to Icok to each other fOl' assistance in 
sickllcs~, ill distrC'ss, nnd in olrl ngp, thn l'Of'Il"(' of ITllltllf\l 

depcndence begets mutual attaehm ellt. In their official 
intC'!'(>Oll!'I'1P' tllf'y ~pp!lk of P.llPh other as (brothers;' and tho 

worn is not au empty sound, but indieatel:! the sort of rcla­
tinll"hip which th(.y at iell;;t d('~il'C shonld ,~Ub9ist between 

theIn, and which, heeause they do desire it, is sure to grow 
up. So far their syrnpf\thie;.l have already 'widcllod, cUld it is 

charactcristic of all moral expansion never to cease expanding. 
rrhow who, from carillg for none but thcITIsches, have go~ 

so far as to care for thrir f"llow-workmPJI, will not stop till 
they have lcal'll('(l to carc for all their fdlow-men, Love of 

their class will provo to have bren mlly an intcrme(1iatc stage 
between Bclf·lovc und lo\'(~ of tbeir kind. Nor:i1S iL ouly 
inairectly that uuioni:;.m is qualified to contribllte towards 
this moral develuplllent. Ccrtain of ih Hl'n:\ll;';'clllelll~ are 

calculatetl to lead stl'aip;ht towards the same rC'snlt. Hitherto, 
protection against material evil and acqnisition of material 
g-ood have bern its chid earc, but higher objects are begin­
ning to claim attcntion, and intcllectual and moral improve­
mc'nt are coming in for a slJare of solicitude. In the lodges 
of the I.JOl](]on bricklayers, drunkenness awl swearing are 
exprl'~~ly iutcnlict('cl. U l1(lcr the auspices of the Amalga­
matc<l Carpenters, industrial schools are heing established. 
rrhose arc straw,; on the 811I'1'aCL', showing how the CUl'l'cut 
of uuionist opinion is flowi IIg'. rl'lw day may not he vcry 
rlistallt when increasillg esprit rie COJ'}M will make Amalgamated 
Eugilleel's alld Carpenters as prond incliv idually of their 
rc~p('cti \'e societies, as jealous of' tbeir hOllom, and as un­
willillg to di~!p'ace thein, as the oillrcl's of' the old Bengal 
Eugilleers used to be of their cOllllcction wi th that pre­
emillently du;tillg'uisherl corps; and in proportion as those 
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feelings become general among unionists, in the same pro. 
portion may nnionism he Axpef'tl'n t.o divpst itself of its 
offensive attributes, exchanging eventually past 'I'iolcnce and 
f''1t.rllvllgance for as mneh moderation a .. its nature will admit 

of. 
H Still, even when so modified and chastened, the necessity 

for its cOlltinuing to exist at all will continue to be an cril. 
'rhe one constitutional vice, inheront in una illflCpul'uble from 

unionism, is its being a visible and a tangiule embodiment Gf 
that antagonism hetwecn labour and capital, which has 
always been the curse of the one and a thorn in the flesh of 
the other •••• 'rhe utmo:!t I'UeCe55e5 of which it is capable 

can never be such as well-wishers of their fellow-men, with 
allY catholicity of' lSywpaLhy, will hu lI!uch lli:s!-'uiSeu to rejuil:t:: 
over. Its highest achievements must always fall very short 
indeed of thfl consummation to which speculative philanthropy 
loves to look fOIIYard, when labour aud eapitaJ, no longer 
needing to keep each other's ag'gre~!si veness in check, shall 
cordially combine for mutual co-op~ratioll .... nut uutil 
the alliance is effccted, and as long as the antagonism sub­
sists, trades' unionism will eontiuue to be an indispensa hie 
auxiliary of lahollr, :lI1d the 8(1011('1' it is so rerog'llized, both 
by the lc'gi~latu1'(' :l1cll hy capitalists, tile lw:ter tl)]' the public 
peace." 

Emmett
Page8



rHOFESSOR I,ESLIE 
01\ THE LA:ND Q·GESTION.* 

THE fOllnd4H':-; of Political EeolloJllY have left two 
- sorts of di~;('ilJIc~i: tltl);;e W110 ltaY(~ illherited their 

methods, I1l1d tllOse who h:w(' i'itoppel1 shol't at t.heir 
plu'ases; those who haye carriell on tho work of t.he 
mU$terF, and thoRO who think that the masters have 
left them no work to do. 'The former follow the ex­
ample of their teach!"rR in 1'1Hlf>1'I,"otuillg' to discern 

what principl8s are applieahle to a particular case, by 
atlulysill~ ib cil'cum:;tances; the ]uLll~r Lelicvc them­
selves to be provided with a set of catch-words, which 
tlley mistake for principles-free·trade, fi'eedorn of 
contract, competition, dl'lIlanu amI supply, the wages 
fund, illdividual jnterest., de::;iff~ of wealth, &c.-whieh 
supersede anuly:-;is, and arc applicable to every variety 
of cases without the trouble of thought. In the lan­
guage of 1'111'. Leslie, 1lilll~clf one of the Le::;t. living 
writers on applied political ecolwmy-

" A school of economists of no small pretensions, stron~ly 
represellteu ill Parliament, supposes itself to be furnished 

,.. POl'ini!/7dl!! Rcvie~I-', Jllnc 1870.--' Land Systems and Indughial 
J~c(,nomy of lrda~"l, ]~!I~lalHl, ullIl COllti'Jcnt>ll C"unhicB_' By '1'_ E_ 
Clifi'u Le~1in, LL.D. 01" LilJcoln', ]nl1. llulTiRt'·r-at-Lnw, ExarniTIL'r in 
l'.;j itiual Economy in the C niver~ity of Lnll<.lnll, arccl l'rofessor of 
J Ilrisprullcll(;V :.Jld J'ulitic:]l f,C:Jl;OlrlY in tlw QUt'en'H GniV0rsity in 
Irdanll, [l,llU Qucen's CoJegc, Bdf<1st. London: 1870. 
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with a comp1ete apparatus of formulas, within which aU 
economic knowl(.(lgp. i>l ('nmpri;;pc1 ;-which ckarly and satis­
factorily expounds all the phenomen:~ of wealth, and rcmlel''3 
all t\uther investigation of t.ho e(lll"£'" 1l11(J E1T'('('t" of the 
existing economy of society needless, and evell misehicYOI!S 
ns tcnuing to introduce doubt nnd heresy lllto a SCi"llt.ifiC1 
world of certainty and truth, and discontent and di"tul'lmllce 
into 0. sociul world of order a,nd Pl'ospcl'ity."* IY. SO.) 

Since the downf,tll of Protectionism m::ule Political 
Economy a term of honour, amI no long-cl', with the 
classes dominant in polit,i~~ :111(1 soriety. ono of oppro­

brium, this routine school of' political economists have 
mostly luul lhiJJg-l:i Llteir own way; the more easily, 
as they comprise in their rallks some reen of more 
than ordinary talents and ac.(luiremcut:-;, but who ~!tare 

the COltlmon infirmity of liking to get their thinking' 
done once for all, and be sayed all further trouble 
except thut of referring to a flmnula. The ascendancy, 
ho\vever, of this ScllOOl has always 1een disputed 1y 
those who hold tbat general maxims should. 10 helps 
to thong'bt, not substitute::; for it. Aud the progrc::;s 
of events is now tbrusting into the hunt, not merely 
of theoretical discussion, 1ut of practical statesman­
ship, problems which definitely separate th{'se two 
kiwIiS of political cconollli;"ts, Ulill put ill evidence the 

hroad distinctiun between thom. :::;uch is, in a peeu-

* )Tr. Les1ie !ldus: "Politiefll Wl":tel·~ fl.1Hl Rpcak"Ts of tlli~ RclJool 
have long cUjoy8([ tho double) ~atj~ftldjol1 of ll\'h;)l,lin~; in tL"~Ill,t'lv(,t! 
the mflsterR of 11 cllilku,t s( udy, [111(1 ot plc'usi:lg 1 he p'J\Yel''; tl;at lor, by 
leuding the sanction of ' sciecee' to all egtubli"ht',l in~titutiolls ;IllU 
CU:3l,OmO,. UnlOrJll, indeed, ouston1.~ of tJH) POOl', lll:~t~al:l ()~ a, ~l'.ienI!O of 
wealth, they give us a scieuc<.) ful' w\"l1t.h." 
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liar degree, the question of Laml Tenure, in Irclaml 
anu in Engl.ll1l1. 

The Irish land difficnlty having shown, by painful 
expcriclll:e, that thero is at lca:,;t one nation closely 
connected with OUl' own, which cannot amI \vill not 
bear to ha,'e its ngricllHural ecollomy ruled by the 
ullin'rs:!] maxims which s;m:e of our political econo­

lllists ehitllenge all mallkind to dis(1)0,)" at their peril; 
it lli\/S [)(:;;Ull to 11aW11 upon an lncrl'a:-lllg number of 

lInden.dulldillgs, that somo of these ulliy(~l'sal maxims 
are perhaps not unin:rsal at all, but 11l2rely l~I1glish 
CllstOlIlS; and a few lwvc beg-nil to doubt whether, 
even as such, th!'y have any claim to the transcendent 
c:xcellenco UhCl'il>l~d to il'0m. The question has:: b(~cn 

raisl,d wbdhcr the administratioll of the land of a 
coulltry is a sul~ject to wldeh our current rnaxims of 
free trade, free contrud, the exclnsive po\yer of eyery 
one over his own property, auu so forLh, are really 
upplieullh or applicabll~ without very serious limita­
tions; whether priva.te individuals oU';';'ht to have the 
~amc absolute control, the same .//(8 r(lelldi et alJldolJi, 

over hndcJ property, which it is jl1:;t and expedient 
th(1t they shouhl be pCl'mitted to exereiso over moYe­
abk wealth. 

Once fairlY raisc(l, this qucstion admits of but one 
answer. The (}istinctioll between the two kinds of 
pro1wrty is t'nnclamental. 

In the first plac!', lalld is a DlOllOpoly, not by tho 
act of man, but of nature; it exists ill lillllted (luan­
tity, not susceptibJe oj' increase. N ow it is au 

VOL. V. H 
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acknowledged principle that when the State permits 
a monopoly, either natural 0r artificial, to faJI illto 
private hands, it retain;;; the rig'ht, and cannot divest 
itself of tbe duty, to place the exercise of' the 
monopoly under any degree of control which 1s requisite 
for the public good. 

This control, moreover, is lil{cly to be pC'cnliul'ly 

lleedfuI, when the State has ullowed private per~ons 

to appropriate the source from which Inankind derive, 

and must cOYltinue to derin" their subsistence. The 
community has too much at stake in tIle empluyment 
of the bJ1(l as all instrumeut for nA supply of llllTllnn 

wnnts, to be entitlcu. to rcco;,;nisc any right in il](1ivi.. 
duals to make tllemseh-cs :m il1lpcC\illJl'nt to the most 
beneficial usc of it for that end. Wlwl'cn'r might is 
not accepted as a snfllciellt basis of l'i~ht" the jnstifi­
cation of priyah: Jl]'()p('rty in ]ana has l'C'sied on the 
theory tl1at most is made of ihe lalld for tLe good of 
the commllniiy by giving' th:tt full play to the 
stimulus uf self-interest wllieh is g'ivcn by pl'i\'nte 
ownership. But this t])(>ory, though it has a fonn(1a,. 
tion in truth, is by no means ahsolutely hue; :mtl the 
limits of it., truth ought to he the limits of its pradical 
application, The i'iolf interest of the O\\"II('rs of ]:lJlcl, 

undel' perfect ii'ccdom, coincides with the general 
inte:rC'st of the community up to a certain poillt, but 
llOt wbolly; tlil're are eases in whidl it draws in a 
totally opput'ite l1irL'ction. Not even in the point of 
view of' Production is there a complete co:nciJence 
between tIJe private int01'e!'t of landowners and the 
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public jntcrest. III that of DistributioJ1, whether the 
inditutioIl of private property in land OIhould include 
tbe cOllcC'ssion, to enrich a class, of all that anuual 
increase of wealth which thL~ mere progress of capital 
anJ population, in a prosperous community, showers 
down upon landlords without any exertion or sacriilco 
of their OWll, is ;1 qlH'stion not raisell by Mr. Leslie, 
and which, for tllC present, we arc content to leave 
undiscusscd. But the self-interest of landlords is far 
from a sufricil.'nt security for their turnillg the land 
to t,he Lest aCl:Uuut, even as to its procluetive 
powers. 

H It has bcen urged," ~ays 11 r. LCl'olie, (( even hyeconomists 
of eminence, .... tlHtt the best security the puhlie can 
obtain for the good malla~('mellt of land is tlle pcrsonal 
interest of' its private holdel's. The deo-il'e of wealth, it is 
urg-ed, must impel the POs8Pssors of land, like tflC owners of 
capital in trutie, to make the best commercial and productive 
me they can of their po~sessions. Political economy, I must 
ailirm, eountf'llances no l:iuch assumption. '}'he desire of 
wealth is far from being a productive impulse under all cir­
cumstanccs; it is, Oil tlw contrary, sometimes a predatory 
OIlC. Aud the fundamcntal a~sumption of' political ecollomy 
with respect to it is, that men desire to get wealth with the 
least possible trouuk, exertion, and sacrifice; that besides 
wealth, they desire caw, pleasnre, social position, and political 
})ower; and tlmt they \Y ill com lJill0 all the gratification they 
can of tllcil' other dl'~il'e8 with the acqui~itioll of wealth. 
rrhe situatioll of' the ill beritor of a large lallded cstftte is clltirely 
difl'crent from that of the trader, of whom (trained to habits 
of businc:ss, exposei) to competition. and illfluellced not only 
by the uesire of gaiu, but by the fear of ueing driven from 

HZ 
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tlle markct a1to~ctllcr hy better producers) it is tmc that 
the best security the pnbl1c ca.n lime }'or the good m~mllgc. 
mcnt of his eapitalis his own privatc interest. It is as cort­
trary to political economy as to common ~en8e to a~sume that 
a rich sinecure tends to make its possessor industrious amI iUl. 
proving; and the landholders of this country arc the holders, 
llot only of rich ~illccnrcs, hut of siuec1ll'cs t\l(~ value of which 
ll:lId~ :"tcmlil.l', amI often rapidl;', tt) iLJcre,\~e without an) e.\cr­
tion Oil their part .... The illtercst ofthe proprietors of land 
is, aeeonlillg Lu tlw WSSllllipLio!l tlwir UWl! cOlllluet co III pels 
us to make, to get as mudl, not ollly of malley, IJUt of 
amU8cmcnt, social cOl\~i<1eratiollJ ::1])(1 political illlluCllCC as th('y 
can, making [IS little ;,;a('l'ilico as they call ill l'ctnl'll for any of 
those advulltq;e', in the ,,!Jape of h:a~t's to their CCIl:J.lIts, the im­
provement of their eSlates, 01' OHm residcnce npoll them IV hen 
other places aI'C more uC\'l'Ccable. 'l'h:lt they are t'L'eq ueutly 
guide<l solely by their intcrest in this sense li'.! bome out by 
notorious facts j by aiJscnteeism, IJY the frcqucllt abs(,lIce of 
an impl'O\'cmcnt Oil thl~ ]Hlrt of tho IUIl(llorcl and the rcfusal 
of flny security to the tcn:lllt, hy tho mi~chie\'ous extent of 
the pl'eservation of ga rn c und tho ex trllsion of decl'-forests 
over what onc:e was cultivated bllrl. 'l'lllJ sillgle circumstance 
that tcnullcy from ~'cur to year, a tCl1lll'e incompatible with 
good agriculture, is the C(,llIIIIOIll':st tCllUl'e both ill. England 
and Ireland, affol'(l::; po~iti\"c proof that thc. inft'rest of the 
landlord is 110 sccul'i ty to the I'lllJ I ie for thc good 1ll:\IIage~ 

ment of the hL1Hl in the absence of all lntel'fcl'cllec of law." 
(Pp. H:j.G,) 

"'Yealth," the author says elsewhere (p, 8S), «]s not the 
predominant interest of the most powerful e1llsSC~," 

But though the self·intl'rrst of landlords frequently 
operates to ii'ustra,jc, illste,ld of l,romotillg', i;he intcl'e~t 

which tlle community has in the most etl"edi\'c use of 
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t11e prou.nctive powers of the soil, there is another 
part.y concorned whose self intcrc8t docs ,,"ork ill that 
ut'ief'ul direction; and that is, the actual cultivator of 
the soil, if 11e be either a small proprietor, or it, tenant 
on conditions which seeure to him the full fruits of 
his lahour and outlay:-

" lIe is 11 farmer 1y l)ruf,~~:siuIl, witli the habits of one, and 
exposed to much cumpetition; he has his livelihuod to make, 
awl he would of' course be q:hd to mukc his fortulle too, by 
his fal'min~. The public CUll, thrre/'()re, count UPO[l the tenant 
doinp; his best by the lund, if he is sure of deriving the 
benefit. But if he has IlO pro~ppet of doing so, it becomes, 
all the c01ltl'al'Y, his interest to labour only for the present, 
alld to clOlIloy his suyiIl):is awl leisure anywhere rather than 
upon the permanent imlJrovernent of llis farm. And that 
Iw canllot obtain the requioite ~ecllrity from contract alone, 
is evident Loth fl'otll what has bCC!ll said of' the intel'Cbt and 
cOlldnct of landlo\'d:;; ill the mattcr, and from the fact •••• 
thut the COlll'tS aJl(l the JJegislaturo have found it necessary 
to Illterpo"c law after law to ,ceure tho property iu their own 
improvements to the tenants." (P. J:W.) 

It is a p:rcaL step iu u.t1vUIl(;l', amI a signal triumph 
of political ncces:'iity over illYcterate pn::iuuico, that 
l'ar1i:nnent is now passtng a bill which recognises that 
in Ireland at least, security of tenure is indispensahle 
to enlist the self-interest of the occupier of land on 
the sido of good cn1ti vntion, lUlU thn,t thi;3 security 

canllot, in Ireland, be trusted to the operation of con­
traet, but must be pl'uvided by hL\V. There is some­
thing amn~ing'Iy noifin the form in which this inter­
ference of legislation represents itself to the minch; of 
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many who, with considerable rell1chinc0, find the;n· 
~elves forced to support it. Accol'llillg to them, it is 
a deeply to be reg-retted, but unuvoiJabk ~etting 

aside of what they eall the principles of 1Jolitical 
economy, in c()lI~eqt1ence of insup('rable diflicnlti,.'s. 
~hy I venture to suggest that there are no snch 
prineiple>l of political oconomy as tlLOso which thC'y 

imagine themselves to be violatitlg'? The principles 
of political economy, as of every otllcr departmellt of 
knowledge, arc a dim~I'ent thing' from its IJradical 
precepts. The ~arne principks require diJrt'I'rnt 
precepts. whcreycr dill'erent nwuns U1'O rquired for the 
sllme clHh:. If the interest of lul1(llorLls GOL'S not 
llfi:i)J·a ~>1lf:licicnt security to tcnnnb, it is not contrary, 

but in the strictest c()ufo]'mity, to the teachings of 
political economy, to ])l'Oviue otber security ill stead. 
The ahi'o1 ute po",el' or lamllords over the soil i8 what 
political eeollomy really condemlls; and condemns in 
}~ngland as \\"('11 :lS ill h'(~l:lTI(l, thnngh its Pl'Ollllmic 

mi~chicfs are not, in Ellgl,tnd, so Hag-rant and un· 
y. llal i Ii cd. 

~lr. Leslie'l-> volume is pnrtly a rcpuhlication of 
essays which 1m\'(: aplJPured during th..: bst three years 
in periodicals. But 1 her nrc as fresh, and as germane 
to the present state of the qll{'~t,iOll, as it' they had 
been written yt':itcnLly; aud they are f'upplelllent(>d 
by (lthers which bring up tllC illformation alld dis· 
('usslon to the latest (late. They all relate to ,.;ome of 
the u,.;pects of the qm'stion of Lalld TL'nnre, aJId may 
be classed under three head:;: the luml question as it 
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IS in Ireland, t,he lanel question us it is in England, 
a1l(1 tho a~Ti(juIt1l1'(11 ('COllom y of th().~() c(m t i !lClI faJ 

couutries which the uuthor has had the llleans uf 
pc·rsonally ohserving. ,Yo can1lot attolllpt to t\'m~ an 
adequate view of the contents of the yolume; but in 
tho hope of directing readers to the work it:,,('lf, we 
will t()lI(~ll clll'sorily on a ii:,\v of the point,; on which 

most stress is bid. 
Tho \i~~w which 111'. Leslie ~a1~es of tho COllllition 

of Ireland-·anl1 .MI'. Leslie is au Irishillan, or elster, 
who has studied the operation of CCO]lOlllic laws in 
that counh'y at 1l1'st halltl, and 011 the sput-is at once 
llllfavoumbJe and encoul'n",ill(l'. ElI<:olll'<l~ilw as 

~ b "' r:> 

rcgo,l'lls tho capabilities of tIle: CI)Ullh.r, a~Ti()lIltural 

and even manul:wtllrillg, <lnu tll(! enpacity of the 
people for thriving' 111111c1' :1 more ioleraLh\ lalld sys­
tern, but llllfavoul'able, as h~ c'Jl1sidl'rs much of tl!o 
jrnprovemC11t allegea to have taken place, and to bo 
still in prog'l'ess, unclpr the present i'ystem, in conse­
quence of the famine and the ellligration, to he merely 
imagillary. He denies the virtne either of emigration, 
or of tho other f~l,Vourite .English prescription-the 

eonsolidation of farms-as a eU1'e, at' even 111uch of a 

palliation, for Iri~h llO\'crty. As a matter of fact, he 
asserts that tho increa~c of ''lng-os which has taken 
pluce, cOll~;it1craLlu as it appear::! in COni pl1l'ison with the 

:former standard, is not much more than equivalent to 
the rise in the price of al'tid~~s of conSllm ptinn ca lls<:d 

by the gold diseovcl'ics, and by the rnilwfLYs, which 
have everywhere so greatly increased the price of agri-
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cultural produce in wl1at were once, fi'om the inacees­
si Lility of markets, the ell eap regions of t 11 e wor1<1. 
As a matter of science, hejustly criticises the sweeping 
genera1isation which assumes thut whatever reduces 
the supp!y of labourers 'must proportionally raise 
,rages, without regal'll to the eired which, in certain 
economio conl1itiom:, {'yC'n 11 smull ri~'e in t.he prico of 

labour may produce on the demand. On this subject 
J)e has shown that there is room nnc1nced i()l' a sup­
plementary chapter or section in our treatises on 
political economy; amI it is no blame to him if, in a 
wllnlllP' of this charader, he rathcr points out the 
'\allt than supplies it. * As fur as Ireland is con· 

* "'.!'lIe h3Tgn,i:l of wo ges iH a tl':1m;,u't'on bci\n'cn the intl;vitlual 
employer and his men; what thut l'lTIl'lIJ)'l'f e:m givt' ,1"l'cnds 011 Ids 
OWll JJJellllH or pr"li:s, Ut<', 110: on tlJe SlUIl or th," l'utlils ill IIi:; own 
unc1 other p(,o}Jle'~ pos';f';;,.;j"ll, .... The ~! S'~P'C:';iltc 111l1()\l1l t of the fUJ1((s 

f'~p(ll1,:li'l)l(~ :l~ wngp~ (lotlf: not. giVt>Jl tbe llillulH'r of ]alH)ul'prf4~ (:f1t.P'r .. 

mine the raie of WlLg-CH ,Lt all. , ... \\' ere o:Jly Olll! !aho Ilrer left in the 
COllntry, ,,"unhl he eltrII as much ILS all the forlller lalJourorcl put 
t07etber r (Jj~arly not; ullk~, he dId as lUudl work, ilnu workcu for 
all employors at once; for .bow elso eon:,.! the: money be forthcoming 
to pay hifrl r •... It lL F.iu;..!,'ie l'1np1oy,,-'r~ 01' a l'e\v ,vho could cOlnbine, 
had the cntire amond, all the) luu(Jur ill tho country \\'hjeh couj,.l.llot 
enJigrate lJ1i~ht he h:ro,l for jt~ hure ,IlLs;5tencl', whatl'vcl' t.he fltt8 ill 
thc' i:JOwer of tho clUl'lo)Cl' to give. Agab, if tho whole amoant were, 
a~ it ruuJly is, VC2'y 11lW'lltully ~!tureu <111WUg en:l'loJrcr~. tit" price or 
labour might be ill1mclbllr:Jbly 10ln'1' than if it wert) equally bharcd; 
just as, at un auction, the priees paid for thingH will 11l"JI!ubI,)' be im­
mensely I,igber if the p ,lrdlUser~ have crlllal mea-us, th~lll if most of 
the money is in the 11<1l1(i8 of a, few. If tW\! bidtl"r~, :fur c'x<1l11ple, have 
caeh £:,0, one of th'~:11 may hayc to Rpenll hi~ whole fifty to get half 
wb<1t he want~; but if 0110 of them has belt ;1.;\ awl the other has 
£~J3, the biter may get alllw want" for;{;::i [,8." (l'p. ·H, 07.) lIenee ,t 
V<:J'y large emigration might t .. ke place, tml yet the rise of wages 'ie 
stopped. at what the bulk of the employers of labouf·-in Ireland a 
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cerned, his opinion is, that the extensive suhstitution 
of pasture for tillage which has been taking place 
during thewhole periotl oft,be emigration, and has been 
greatly faeilitatell by it, has curtailed the demand. for 
labour in a proportion fully equal to the diminution 
of the supp1y. And the /;lCts arllluccd, not only by 
Mr" Leslie, but by Pl·ofessor Lyon lllayfair, in his 
essay in Uecess Studies, "On the Declining Prod no­
tioll of HUIll.mrood ill Irebnd," :-show thilt this 
tmnsform~ttion and, in fact, :',\lpenicssion of rural 
induHtry, which at. first only diminished the produce 
of' tillage, but greatly increasmt the prouucts of ~n\zing 
farms, has now for somo JC'urs decreased even the 
llumbel' \)i' cuttlG, " through the want of' winter kGep, 

um1 rvhat iH worse, through it positive deterioration of 
the depa::;tureu suil," its rertilizillg' elenwnts, instearl 
of being re~t()red to it, haviug' been carried out of the 
country in the bodies of the exported cattle (p. (3). 
The sing'le exception to the !led inc in the 11 11m her of 
animals is ~hecp, the only iimn product whieh in­
crCU:~C!:l :in 11 ~'011 nblllldoncd to 1111huc, und wlJich, 

very poor d:ts-;-roulJ utl:1I·;1 10 ~ay, "Alth.)u!.(h C'llll,c;ration may 
forl'O <'lllplo,ycr,-; ,;:ther to pay man' lor lnJ'()iW or te) fore~'u it, it eUlluut 
en:tltle them to pay more j()]" it, as hi!.(h,;[" "rie()~ of prllQu"e will <1,); 
~ .. it, rnHY, on t}I(' e'-Hd.ral·Y~ .'(IPlf'~l (l,r d .. ·tD.'lllino tl1(lUl to (bllllnlhh 

their Olltluy lJpOII it, may t'ot"ell or 111(lll('l) tlWtn to re1in(jui-;h {'llt(~r· 

prisc~ uln'ady on toot, to f,)r~:ll((! tilla;:rc ror ra~ture, to ellliwate 
thel1lReke~, and in vttriol!s (Jj her ways to wjth,lmw 1'1111,1" f1"nll1 1 he 
1 .. 1")1]," m,Hk';;0" It lllay a,'tually ,);,,:1 \)~(\ thelll from )xtyiug the "lillle 
rate of w:l,o.;c,; as f.)l'lllPri,l', h'" withJmwin" th~ ~trollge,-;t :w.,l lIJ()st 
skilflll hanj,; from tit .. ,ir t'lll'l,ilJ)'ment; ;J,IlJ "";Lin, in pllL!,1) of ')Pill" 
ttl" ~"j,lU;() 0:' a rise in t.he rat;) .)'£ wages, it l{l~; be the consequellce of 
a tail." (1'. !l7,) 
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accordingly, has greatly increu,;ed in Ireland. The 
,. decny of hU1'>h,llIdmen" amI UillliullLiull uf Llw 

produce of agriculture has had its natural eJl(:ct in the 
decay or the eountry town and the village; and i'.1r. 
Le~lie draws a sad picture of the desolation of the 
poverty-stricken cOlllltry towns, the eastern coast 
excepted, which has been saved by the trade with 
England. EYen the rii>e of prices, seeming'ly so bene­
ficial t.o the fmner, is, under the \vretched land 
sysb311l of Ireland, often the very reverse. "Uising­
prices, in tJlell1selv('s, and unaccompanied by security, 
ollly imperil the position of the tenant fa~mer, by 
te:llpting the proprietor to suddC'n challges in the 
terms of the tenure, or in the tenancy itself." (P. 63.) 
Aud tEnancy at \',-ill is more ulliversally the rule at 
this moment than it has been for seyeral generations. 
"TIte natural consequence has bcpn that system of 
hnsband!'y which so experienced a judge as ::\11'. Cnird 
lately doscl'ilJed as OVE'l'yw hore meeting hi,., oyE', sase 

in Ulster anu the eash~rn sl~aboal'cl of the country. 
, What the ground will yield from year to year a.t the 
least cost of time, labour, and mo]}ev is taken from it'" 

The consolidation of j~trIns, from y,;hich so much was 
expected, and which so IlHtIl.y :Ellglis]mwll still honestly 

helieVt~ to he HIe panacea for Irish povert.y, perversely 
rC8i"tcd by a popul'ltion v,.hich it w<.,uld eSl'cnt.ial1y 

llcnefit, ha:.; proved, no ]e~s tban the emigration, a 
complete htilul'C as regards the pro~perity of tile 
country. 

" ~lr. Brodrick, in one of the essays which the Irish land 



l>ROFESSOR LESLIE O~ TUB LA~D Ql:ESTION. 107 

qne!'ltion rms ('licitI'd fl'om clistinguls11C'tl Englishmen, men· 
ti(\n~ wit.h somet.hilll-! of <;ur\JYis:e, :11;, R fad, of 'whi('h hi" 

iuq uirics in the island Imvc convinced him, thnt fiftec'll and 
ten-acre farmers in Ireland puy a higher relit t]JUlI larger 

farmers, with at least <,qual pllllCtuality. 'l'J1C truth is that 
they gellcrally pl'oclu()c moro; and that tho ()ollso]idation of 

farms means the diminution of crops, the cxtension of grazillg, 
und, sooner or later, the cxhaustion of the soil. The table 
in the note, taken ft'om the bst volume of Irish agric!lltllral 
statistics, a(!'oI'Js cOllelnsive edcknce that culti"ation de­
creases, and (gra!'R, hog, aud waste' increase, in exaet propor­
tion to the size of ['ll'IllS. It lllay he true that not a few of 
t.he small hol(lingR which have di,;apFI::ll'l'(\ in rccent ye'ars 
were, ~oil and sitllation comidel'cd, too dimilllltiH~; lmt they 
were so because the brst land has been gCIll·rally given to 
large grazing farms; and because the samc error which has 
made landowlJers look with disfavour on small farms, has led 
them to drive them to the worst (,!;t'()unci and the worst sitna.· 
tion~, and to limit unduly both the duratioll of their tellure 
and the :UTlOllllt of land left to them. The eOll"olidatioll of 
farms, in place of h\'ill~ an advance, has i.nvolwrl a pa'pahle 
retrogressIOll in Irish husbandry and ill its productivclless.H 

(P.07.) 

Since the immense produce raised from the bar· 
renest soil III the ~mal1 iUl'lns of BelgIUm, and the 
higlwr rent the'y actually pay, comparcLl with hrge 
farm~, havo been t1Hule gelJerally known in En,:;. 
lUll l l, nttomptf.! have b0en made hy Lun1 no~se, Lord 
Duill'rin, and others, to lllake out that the expo]'irnee 
of Flamlel'~, from dill'erCllce of climate and other 
causes, is not applicable to Ireland. 1\11'. Jjeslie main­
tain::;, on the cuntrary, that the suceess of the petite 
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cill/m'e in }'Janrlrrs liaR been nUnined in Fpitc of great 
UiS<1lh'aJltagl's, lIot only of soil but of climate; that 
tllf'l BriTi.;h j.,jalHli; have mueh greater llatural u(han. 
tnge::: than }'landcl's, for the Sllccess of fi V8-:lCl'C f~l1'm S ; 

that "there is hardly any purt of Elll'ope, save Eng­
land, lJctter fitted filr furms of the I'imallest descrip­
tion than thc g'rcatcr pnl't of I rclallll, including its 
W:l:.:tc lanJs; nu(l cycn its ·wu:.:tp ln~Hls cuuld be maf1e 
lli;..:hly productini by :Flelllish agricnlture." (Pp. IS, 
20.) Nul' arc the Iri~h pellS:lutry, unrlel' Hllytl\ing' 
like f~lir play, il1capable of the (pJalit:cs necessary for 
doing tile fullest justie(~ to snwll hohlillgs. 

" In a southern county Oll this side, not. many YC:lrs ago 1\ 

backward onf! lrom its i~olatioJ\, th(,re i" a loculity cOllljlri-iJlg" 
HTcl'al jal'~c e~ta.tcs well kJl(i\\11 to the writer, which, Witlliu 
his rememhrance, a))(l chiefly within \Tl'y recent years, has 
u1Hlergnne a el)!llplde tralldonnatioll. It was furmcr\ as 
most othcr Jlnl't~ 01" IrPlrlncl wcre fnl'tnCfl ill his chil<1ltoofl; it 
is lJOW LIl"lllf'd as wcll U!'I allY part of Ellg-lalld, RIll I a :singl e 
dealer iu a wlfIll tOWll within it sel\:'; HrtilieialmauUl'c to the 

"alue of .:l:~?i,()UU a year, who could prohably uot havc ['ola 
a pound's wOl'th to a fOl'llIer gCll(>l'atioll. rl'Olll this locality, 
a large pl'Opril'tor, of Ellglish (1('~('ellt, him~l'lf the C:lI1SC of' 
much of the imprOYCmcllt he c1esCI'ihcs, ::mel who u;;;cd to 

dcnne the lI'i,1I teuant as a crcature to whom multiplication 
and suhdiYi~ion cUllle by nature, hut to wllom the art of 
man canllot comlU llllieutc all idea of fal'lni 1Ig" 01' fOl'be:ll':l!1ce 
from marriage, llOlV rC]lorts :-' The twt'nty-acre mell are 
holdinl,; on well, fUl'Illlllg' far bcttcr than lorltlcrly, llnd not 
involving themsl'l vcs, as fOl'llIc l'Iy, with \\ ires alld familics 
as a matter of eOll rse. 'Jlw farming of this elass- Rfltllan 

Catholics and imli3cnolls 1ri~h-is cxcccdiugly im proved i 
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tllrir pl'lH1clICC in tllC mnttcr of lllnl'J'i~~e Rtill mom )'enlflrk. 
able; tlJC'il' sister., nllel younger hl'others, too, rCIna:,11111g 

fl'Cr]1H'lltly unmnrric'd, as tll ey will not marry out of their 
c1a~~, \\Ilks::; to hetter thfln;;chcs.' • , , , Uther in1ltilllcC3 of 

a landlord's good cxarnp1e heing followcd hy his tcnants, 
where ElIgli:>h markets have come within reach, and English 
irnpl'o\'cllwllts ill farming have become known, fell under the 
writer',; observation in a recent vit'it to other eastel'll counties; 
all(1 h'om one that was lIot \'isitec1, a farlHl'I', loud for tenant· 
l'i:;ht, writes ;-' Farmillg in !2,'encl'al is gl'C<ltly imprO\'illg in 
this di~triet and the ncigldlOuring' 0110:3. Here t:IfIIICl'S nre 
to somc ('xtcnt able to compete with the JrlJ)(1el1 pruprietors 
at a~l'ieultuJ'al shows and the like.'" (P. :3U.) 

It js ]lot, the],efore, as so onen idly pretended, from 
:1:'1,)' original ineap:lcity or invdl'rate habits in the 
Irish race, that production and prosperity are dllc1in­
iug' throughout the whole space cOlltained between 
.. 11 linB fi'om Dllhlill to the neal'c:-:t point of L·ough 
Swilly in the north, unO. anot1l<:'r to B;l1Jhy Bay in the 
south" (p, 70), t1 SplLCO including- liCllrly thrce-lotll'th.-; 

of the i::.JallJ, Bllt to ~ay lllore at present on the 
Irisll part of the lawl qnc::;tioll is iUL:Oll:;istent with 
our limitB. 

The land question in EU~'land, as :J\fr. LC'~]je justly 
oh;;('1'v(';,;, is lJnlikn t.111' l:lnd fjllf' ... d:;nn in Imbnd; lJut 

the evils o~' th~ f.ystclll m'e tliflerent in kind rather 
than inferior in degree. 'rile 1a11l1 CjUl~sliun ill Trelaud 
is a tt·mmt's qllc:-;tion; and wklt the case prineipall.Y 
rc(]uil'l's 1;; reform or the comli1..ions of 1..<.>nu1'O. The 
land qlH'stion in Englunu i~ mainly a labourer's ques. 
tion, though the tenants also sufler deeply from the 



110 PHOFESSOR LESLIE ON TIlE LA:8D QUESTION. 

same en uses ,vhich have rednced the laboUl'C'rs to their 
prc:;ellt state. 1111'. ],c::;lie tells once again the sad 
history of the divorce of the peasantry from the land. 
In Englaml, unlike many other countrie~, the de· 
scendants of serfs had risen into a yeomanry, regarded 
by eotempotal'y ehroniclcl's as the main strength of 
the country, Loth ill war nna ill. pt'aco. In tbe last 
quarter or the s('ventL'cllth century the llmnlwr of 
the:;:e small landed proprietors still "cxecl'tlc(l that of 
tho h:nnnt-ral'rncrs, alll()Ilntillg' at the most l11Ual!mte 

estimate to not h,ss than lUO,OOO propl'idors, who 
with their ralllilic~s ltlu:-;t lllLVO made more than a 
seventh of the \\'1101e popn1atiUll." (P • .1 n I" alia the 
pas1mge of ~1u.c.;uul"1y thcrein quot.cd.) But llO\V-

"The InmlC'<1 y<'omnn1'Y, i ll':i;;llificunt in Hum 1)01' amI a nu]~ 

lity in pulitieal power, are Htcudily disappearing altogether; 
the tenant-farmers ]w,YC ]()~t tlie !<C'('.urity of tC'lllIre, the 

political in(l('}lcl1<1cnce, nnd the pro:-.pect of olle day fnrmil~g 
tlleil' own est:1tc, winch they formerly clijoyccl; and lastly, 
the illfcrior pea~alltry not only have lost gl'olllid in tbe 
literal 8('1181', and have rarely any other cOllnection with the 
soil than a paupcr's elaim, hut hayc sunk ckplorably in other 
economical aspects helow thcir condition in fonner centuries. 
Thus a soil eminently adnpted by lwtural gifts to sustain a 
1\11 merons awl ilvuri sh i ug I'll ral po pllhl,tioll of' eyrry grndc, 
liaS almost the thil1l1o"t and abolutcly the mO.:it joyless 
peasantry in the eirili~crl wOl'ld, awl its ebief CIl(! as ]'rg'[Irds 
lmmull beillgs ~(,Cll1S Ollly to be! a lllll'sery of ovcl'-popltlation 
and misery ill cities." (P. I(j;!.) "]~yel'y grade of tIle rural 

pOJlulation has sUlik; Hie lau(led yeomanry arc almost gone; 

thc tenant-farmers have lost their ancicnt inaepcmlence aud 



PROFESSOR LESLIE OX TIlE LAND QUESTION. III 

interest in t]w soil; the labourers IJftve lost their separate 
cotttl~CS anel plots of ground, {llld their :;!laJ'C in a COlIlnlOn 

fund of lalld; and whereas all these grades were ollce ri~illg, 
tllo l>To"pect of the landed YfComanry is now one of' total 
extinction; tlHlt of the temmt-fil f'mers. increasing inseeuri ty ; 
that of the n~l'jcllltllral lahourer, to tillCl the distance between 
his OWll grade awl that of the olle above him wider' and more 
impassable than eycr, while the condition of his own grade 
is scucely ahove that of the brute's. Once, ii'olIl the meaucst 
peasant to tile greatest 11oble, all lHul la1l(i, and he who had 
least might hope for more.; llOW there is being taken away 
from him who has Ett1e even that whi('h hclws-}lis cottage, 
nay, his separate room. Once there was an ascen(lillg move· 
ment from the lowest gra(lc towards the highC'st; HOW t11<.'1'0 
is a desecndillg movement in every f\Tarlo brlow the hi;:;hest. 
Once the agricultural cl[\;;s had a po\itieal repre.<entation, 
ana a voice ill lrgislation, w hieh they d ClI'or! to rui;,;c against 
the lal111ed gcnt.I'Y and nobility j lIOW the Jatter llave the 
supreme cornmall(l at once of the soil aucl of tile suffrages of 
its eulthators." (P. 171-.) "In fact, thel';:: is no longl'r a 

truc rural population remaining, fell' the l'IHls, political, social, 
and eeono,nie, which such a l)opulation ou:;ht to fuHiL" 

The means by "hich these lamentablo changes have 
been brought about may be founu in ~lr. Le~Jie's 

volume, or in Mr, \V. fr. Thornton's "OVCl'-POPUh1-
tiOll :tllll its HI..>I11(H.ly." 'I'h0Y are 8umm,Hl up JJy 
)\I1'. Les1ie, so fal' a~ relate:; to the labuurers, in the 
following catalog'lto (p. 207):-

" Bripfly PlllltlH'I'at!'t!, tI,e dtif'f ('nll~p~ hy whi,..h tllc llea. 

santry - the really tnO"t im pOl'U\lIt etas!' h:1.Ve lwcll dis­
possessed of' tlwit, ancient propl'i('tar~' l'ight~ ::l.Ild bClloficial 
interests in the soil arc the following:-
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(t (l) Confiscation of their ancient rights of common, 
which were not only in thtlTIl3dvCII of great yalue, Imt mo::;t 

important for the help they gave towards tIle maintcnanee 01 
their ~ept1raLe lamh. 

"(Z) Confiscation to a large extent of their separate lunds 
themselves, by a long course of violcllce, fmud, aud eh i('(Luc, 
ill addition to fOl'l'citures resultiug from deprivation of tlieit· 
rights of common. 

(C (3) '1'11e destruction of cOllntry tOWllS and villages, and 
the loss, ill consequence, of local markets for the prOlluec of 

pea8lmt farms and fraruens. 
" (4) The constmetion of a legal f'y"tCll1 ha~e<1 on the 

principle of inalienability from the fl'u(lal lilLe, ill tlJ(:~ illtCl'C>;t 

of g'feat landed ramilie", and incompaLible with either tile 

continuance of the ancient or tile r:8c of a Ht'W class of 
prasant landholders. 

" (;i) The logs, with their lauds 3ud territorial ri;';'hts, of 
all political power alld iu(lepclldellce on the part of thc 
lwal"an:try; and, by cOllSC'(llIClJeC, the estahiisltment and 
maintenance by the great ]Jl'oprictors of laws most adverse 
to their intcrt'sts. 

"(G) Lastly, the admillistl'atioll by the great landowners 
of their own ('statrs in such a mauner a" to illll'0\,l'ri"h the 
pcasantry still farther, awl to sever their b~t ret1l;J.llllllg 
cOlllleetion "ith the soil." 

rl'llCse varIOUS headillg's are explained and ex­
poumleu ill Lhu pug'l!lS wltieh fulluw; amI tbe auUwr 

COli cl 1Il1es-

"The Iri~h land guci'\tion i,; of morc i m pOl'tance politi. 
cally tlJaIl the Ellglish for tIle holll', hat it i" lI()t !iO l'c(mo­
miL'lllly even fOI' the 11OUl'; aud it is so 11olitil'iI \I y for die 
lion!' !lilly. EC'ollnmiC':Jlly, tlll; ('llli'l'g(,)H'Y i>: mlleh gJ'I~at~J' 

at this lllomcut ill tbis thun in the other isiu1Hl; the main 
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land question here relates to a pool'er da"s than eYC'1l the 
Iri~h tenalltry, and there is a mueh greater amoullt of 
material mis('ry awl actual dcstitutioll in England, traceable 
maillly to it" own laud system, tllou~h aggravated by that of 
Ireland and the eomcqucnt immigration of poyerty. 

"'rho day is lIot distant wIlen the supreme qncstion of 
English as of ll'ish politics, \\ill be wlwlhcr the llatioIlal 
tcrritol'Y i:. to he the :source uf pUII'er allll luxury to u ibv 
iudiyiduals, 01' of pJ'Osperity aud lJ:Lppille~s to the nation at 
lurg\:: 'r aIllI whelhcr lllUse few imlividuals, or tllC nation at 

largc, arc to determine the alls\\,C)l' '(" (P. 2ZH.) 

Thus complete lms been tlw failure of the Engli~h 
ngri(~lIltlll'al l><:OIlOOlY, if WA 10(.]" llot to tll(! Pl'Os­

])orit.y of lalllliorus, nor 0ven to the amount of pro­
duce rail'~d from the /Soil, but to Ole Lrue;,;L Le1SL­
the condition of the mass of the popUlation. But 
when we pass, in our author's pagrs, hom the pic. 
ture of the ovils to the suggcRtion of remeuies, we ure 
struck by a sense of their inac1cfluacy. 'We imagine 
}\lr. IJ .. ~lie him>;df would be tho first to admit that 
he docs little more than break gl'Ollllll on tho sub­
ject. 

The causes of evil, in :1\11'. Leslie's app1'~1\('n8ion, 
are, that Iunded property is in too few- handR; that 
the movement even towards large filfln~ has h'(~n 

carried too far; and t1mt tenallts have not suflicient 
security of tenure. Hcmedial measmcs, he believes, 
will be effieacions, just in so far as they tend to ill­
cr/:a.se t,he number of propril,tors of land, and to give 
to tenants the security of a long lease. 1.'0 attain tb.~ 
former olUect-

VOL. v, I 
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"'l'hcre are three clilI'cl'ent n1etllod~ recorded ill history to 
make choiC'o Jrom, One is tlJC Pl'ellch law of partition of 

{nlmly propert.y among all ebildren alil,c-all expedi('nt ,yilich 
deserve:, no higher commelldation than that it is bette!' tlmll 

the feudal sy"tem of di~illheritil1g all tbe childr('u but onc, 
A I"ccolld method whieh I'U).q.,c",l:s ill;df \\'ith hi;:;llcr l'CaWll 

on its siue, is a limitatioll of the amount of land that allY 
:;,iunle individual ",!Jall lal-e by illlJ(.:l'ilall(!c. Such n l11ea~ure, 
llOlYe"cr 8hoekin,; to )Jl'cscut proprietary ~eHtiJ1lClltSJ could 
lIul llilJliui"h the n'al llappiHet's, it mny safely be u;:~('rtcu, of 
one hnman beillg in the next, generatioll; nor can it he con· 
1idently prollollllced that the H1is(~liief resultillg from the long 
retention of a r(':;trictio[1 of n difl'ercllt hlld upon tho po". 
sessioll of lawl may Hot yet 1.>e fouml such that ~om e such 
measure will be of' lleecs~i:y adoptcu) to make room for the 
lllltlll'ai increase of poplilatioll. But it wOllhl Le a rell]edy 
which only a viulcllt l'cyolntion could at prcscllt aceorn. 
l)li~h. . . . . . Aud if lleither the Frcllch sy~tem of par­
tition nor the ugrari:m system of the Graeehi is to be our 
model) ..... wc may yet find a model in the gCIleral 
tendency of En;;lish law reform sillce t110 system was esta­
hlished wllieh first limited property in land to a particular 
line of deseellt in a particular number or families; for that 
end r1epriviug each successive proprietor of the chief uses of 
property ibclf: 'rhe feudal landolVller furfeited the right to 
sell his own lund, to Icul"e it hy will, to let it securely, to 
proyide for his family out of it, to suhject it to the pnymcnt 
of his debts; he forfei ted, th ereforc, the chief ]'i~hts of pro· 
perty, takillg only ill cxchange n. right to (!OnfiRC'flte the 
property of his tenants.}) (P. U)].) 

}fro J-oIe~lie'H proposal is to rcstore to him these legiti­
mate rights, abolishing all restrictions which deprive 
the oWlicr of land for the time being of the power of 
alienation. 
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"To extingui~h trIC force of ~ettlcments as binding and 
irrevocable im;trllmcnts, save so ial' as a provis·;on for a wife 
i~ concerned j to pnt family settlements, ~nw: as to a wife, 
on the same foot.ing as wilis, ip.so .I;;r'fo void upon marring,:" 

aud revocahle hy any. subs('(l urnt cOllveyance or will; to 
enact that each successive proprietor shall take tIle lalla he 
succeeds to, free from any J'estrirtioll Oil hi" rig-hts of pro­
prictunhip; and furlher, to make l'rovi::.ioll LlmL ull L.lll!l:,j 

left huruened with any charges shall be sold iID Illcdi3t!'ly Oll 

the death or tile oWller to ]Jay ull' tlle illCUrnlJfUlHX'; with the 
addition, of COUff',e, of !ls~imilatillg the uevolutioll of land, in 
cnse of intestacy, to that of pet'sonal property." (i'p. 1\))-
200.) 

In order to judge of these proposals, it is not ne· 
cessary to have corne to a po~iti,,-e conclusion Oil tIw 
rather difTiClllt legislative quostion, whether and in 
what cnses settlements ::;hould be permittod; in othor 
words, whether and to what extent an O\vner of pro­
perty should have power to bequeath to one person a 
lifo.intorest, and to another 01' othors the succes­

sion after the death of the first. It is evident that 
settlement of property may be permitted without per­
mitting settlement of bntl. It would be suiI:lcient to 
enact that testamentary dispositions 'which do not 
confer unrestricted ownership on tho perSOll 1n whosp, 
favour thoy are made, shall not be valid for the land 
itself, but only for the proceeds of its sale. 'There are 
not the same objections to tying up con sols and 
similar rcpreselltati ve wealth from alienation, which 
there are in tho case of the actual sourees of produc­
tion; and if~ without forbidding the landowner to reo 

12 
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guJafe, within cel'tain limit:'!, the descent of his 
pecunjtlry llll'anS beyond his immc(liate SUCCCSS01', it 
were put out of his power to ddain lor this purpuso 
any portion of the land of tllo COUlltry from gCIlcral 
circulation, he \VQula be oblig\~a eiUwl' to ht'f}llPfli h 
the lund in full o\\'nl'rsllip, implying liLcl'tyof sale, 
or if IIC thought it illaisprIl5al)]c to tie the hanlh of 
hi.::3 successor, the land would he sold hy operation of 
Jaw at ]}18 deecase, and the rcstri(~ti(jn ,Youlu. only 

apply to tho pl'oeee,ls. 2Ilr. Le~lie, as we saw, pro­
poses a sale of lana at every sllccession to tIle extent 
llcccs:s:ary for cle:1l'illg the remailHlcr from all cxist.ing 

illcumbrances. ·Without pleagillg' ol1r~eIves to this 
proposal, whieh requires mature disClli'isiol1, we may 
l'emark that if it, were adopted, the proprietor, being 
110 longer ahle to cbarge the land beyond his o\vn liCe 
with a provision fur younger children, must ~h()oso 
hetween leaving thom a portion of the land itself, und 
(idling a portion to mise money for their beneut. 
These provisions combined would greatly restrict the 
power of keeping together large ll1as:':es of land in a 
particular linc of desccnt; and it might fatrly be anti. 
cipated that a great increase \vouM take place in the 
quantity of land which would annually be brought 
into the market. 

But Mr. l~eslie, we should tllink, must be as well 
awal'C as anybody, how little this \vould do towan]s 
making any great part of the land of this country the 
property of the actual culti\Tators. In France, and 
other countries of tIle Continent, the sale of land 
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gCl)('l'ally mC':Il1S it~ pnrclla"C' lJY the poor; for -t11€ 
poor give tho llighest price, the rich tH_·jllg m~jL\ll'r 

numcrou~, nor, in gClwrnl, Hrldictcll to rnral d\lties or 
ple"sure~. But in England the sale of land means 
gcnemlly its t;ale to the rich. The annual aceumnla­
tion of j()J·tuncs ill mnmlii\ctul'l's an<1 commerce raises 
up a pf~rpetl1al sneccl:-'f'ion of rich fttmdies, eager to 
step into the place of lando\vners who at'e olJliged to 
selL Ctlll'5S ckmges much more muical than an 
increase of the facili1 ies of alienation arc destined to 
take place in this country, ncarly all the land, huw­
ever it may chall~c lwltlls, is likely to remain the 
property of the rich; nor a.re the new proprietors 
more likely tll<Ul the old to lease their ]an(~s on terms 
more ellcolll':t!;in~ to the illllustryand enterprise of 
their tennllt:,. No douM, the increased quantity of 
lanel in the l1l::tl'ket would C,lllse U, cheapening' of its 
price, which -would brillg it witllill the reach of a 
somowha.t, grp!1.tpl' n1l1n1li'l' of p1l1·(·has,'l's; anrl it won1!.1 

occatiionally fall int!) the hands of persons illtL'lHling 
lo cllltivate: instead I)f Jettin,:,,-it, but sehlvm 0[' UJlJse 

who euttiyate with their own hands. If the greater 
m,lrkdahlcncss of land is to be made a benefit to the 
labouring e1as~, it must he in :muther manner en~ 
tirdy; as, toJ' example, Ly buying from time to time 
Oll account of the puLJic, [IS much of tho hllll thai; 

comes into the mnl'ht a:s may Le :;uIJicil!llt to g-j\'e a 
filII tri,Ll to SHell modes of leasing' it, cit.her to smail 

htl'lllerS with due sceurity of tenul'o, or to co-opera­
tive associations of labourer::!> as without impairing, 
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bat probably even increasing', the produce of the soil~ 
would make the tlil'cct uClIefits of its possession de­
:-Ieend to those who hoM the plough and wield the 
8pade. Mr. LC:51ie has not illclmJed uny mc:asore of 
this sort among his proposals, hnt it is CJ.uite g~rmane 

to his principles, and llccessary, we think, to enable 
them to llroduce their best effects. 

1.Ieanwhile, the measures which he proposes wonld 
render posslble a. multitude of agricultural anclindus. 
trial enterprises, beneficial to the natioual wealth, und 
giving great t'mployrncnt to lahour, which ut 11l'e~ent 
the restrictions ofttunily scttlenwnts make imprac­
t,ienble. "Ve (luotc at the foot uf the pag'c some striking 
examples of the (,h:;tructive operation of tll'~::ie nr· 
rallgenwn ts, l} 

* " Abont i1ftcen year~ ago (Dr, Hancoek relates in hi" "rrentiec on 
the lr.lj;edilllcntii to tilt' .I','o'l'urity of Ireland') all ('llt'_'I":,r;,il);-( cupi. 
taiist WILS ullxiollS to lillihi. :L Ilax mill i:l t11<~ 1\urth uf hel:Jml. as a 
dmllt(C hULl becoll](' necessary ill tlil' li"I'n tnlll" i'!'UrII hUllcl-']JilllJill~ to 
llIilJ-sl'iuni lIg-, 11e "el"ct,',l n" th.; ;;i:t, fur J:j" 111 ill a plaee in a J!uor 
but l'oplIloll'; di,1.riet, "itullt .. t! 0'1 n, lluyil!;al,k 1'in\I', aBel in the imlllc, 
diate vicinity ot' extl'll:;iw i1ll'l" lit)~S, TIlt) '::q.ittIi,;t, appliecl to tilo 
lanJlonl ior :1 1<.:a"t' or n,cl'''~ fllr :L mill sit.(.', I" bOIlI"cr,;' ,illugt., ar,tl 
his own rJ.)sidotl(·o, :tlltl of fifty nel'i'l.';; (It' 'f()~t. :Ii.; it. t\'.'?-': p,·nl",tt ... ,,..,,.l t(J n~e 

turf llii t11I,\ fad fur nil) iitl':lllI-cllg'im'" 01' tho mill. 'flit) hlJdlunl was 
most ronxiOll;' to c-nC()1:.l'age fLlI elltel'l'l'i~e ';''J wi'll e:i1(,',llatl,tl to illl pruve 
hi:, ('"t.:LlI~, All agrCC'lll' . .'Il1. waH cor,['\ Ildt,,,; IJ·J1. wlteH the llax-~{!inner 
cOllsultecl hi, kga] )j,lh'ist'l", Ill) <liCl',:UI'I'ret\ that thtJ law J>revvn1.t:d the 
1l1n<1Jurll l'nan c"l"l'yillf.;' "lit tIn' YVI'y LI",,,',,I i·:1''''" ht:, hl1,1 ";.ire",..! t(), 

He; wa" hOll11,1l,y ~eltlc:llll':lt to let. a: t}i(! l"!,,t. 1"1,'111 only: Ute lou;.;est 
lea~e he (;(JIlII.[ g-rallt I\"n~ h, tlll'el) Ijvl'~, IJl'lJ:irty-,,)w years, I:'uch It 

18;tse, how()ver, at the full r,,'llt or the 1:11111. W:I:; 'Juiu' too "IJOTt a term 
to ~CClIl'l) tIlt, !lax-~l'il.ln'_'r in In,yill,g dut 'li8 cllj,i1.al ill IJIljJ,~ilJgj the 
statute I!)l:tulill!.; lUIl""h Lo lUiLMj Cur ,,,ill ,iles "Illy iLIluwiug' leases nt' 

t.hree uCj'e~, TIlt: III ill ,W:1S not iJu.iJt, l.twi tIlll;'k tile COll,Cll Ucncll. 
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"Vo have not ~pace remaining for all allaly~is of 
the third pilrt of l\[r. J ... H.::-;lie':-; Bl:'~aJ8, reln,ting to the 
bnd systems :w<1 agricultural ('COllom)" of Coutinental 
states. They al'C, however, ~L valuable contribution 

Some twenty mikR fnm:l t1:e "'p"t "1h,,1,,,1 to, the llax-apiunor f"unCl 
bnd in w11:(;h fll' «(JIlll! get a P(wpf'tI!1l1 :,[jtere~t; tllero he lrtiil out hill 
t~·Jou~nlld,; thl'I'p lw hu~ fo~ the Jll~t fifteen yeurs g·iven employment 
to hun,lwJH of ~fl,h(llll'L'I·~ .• :mJ. ha~ enrll(,d money. 't'ho poot hut P('fHl' 
10m clj,t.ri,:t <:Intinucs a~ POl'UiUll", but, it' anything', poorer than it 
W:l~. ]) uri Iql' t lw pt~,t f;',:1 ~Cin of d ifn. 1'''.'''; , IlH) 1'l'OI"O (I[ L1w ~ 11io L .-i.; L 
Huff.,rrr.l II1Il(:h fJ')1ll Wallt of C'lIIployllWllt, and thO' ],u:,1li)l'Il'8 rents 
wer8 worst !J:.tiJ. ()ut e,f :t thall fmm any other lJilrt of his e~iaie." 
(P. i);!.) 

"lleltn,t, the only grf'fLt mal/nra',j ming' city in IrelnTH1, owe~ its 
!!I'()atll('~~ to tl fortUllato accident whidl COllYl'rted 1.1w gronlld Oil 
wLieh it sbIllls il'IIlll teuu:tl ilJto cnnllllel'cinl hnitory, hy tl'a!J~j'I'rril1g 
it from u ~re:lt nol ,ll' tl) its own citizC'Il~. TInt tho growth of llelt.st 
it~elt: 011 one ,;J".ll<1S l)'~en strictly cir':I1l)loerihcd by the rivu,l claims of 
two nuL,le pr{)p:'i":llr~, wlm wc!,,) in Lti~at.i{)n respecting t.hem for more 
than u genl':·nf.iqJl ; 'L1I..] if! a ,1,'p the illhn\,it:lllt pa~stis from new streets 
to a filthy aud d,":n.1i\l:; t'llhnril, iut\) w hiell the most entcrpl'isinp' ea»i­
t::tlicit in the llc;('!·l)()lIrhuod h"s becn prevcTlt('cl from exi.endi71g his 
imprO\·ell~Pllts. On tho oth,-r side oi the tuwn is some ground which 
tlw en.pit:tli~t jmt l''-'fprred to llClll;.;ht thrpc year~ ago for the purl'o;;e of 
builf1ing: lJ1lt wl:ieh remains llnLuilt on. ill conscll'J.oncc of driliellitics 
in the legal title; althoilgh in equity the title i::l indispub.Lle, and 1.01 
not ,iiFl'uted. Rorne .Ffll'S ago the ~ame eal,ituJi~t eontra.cteJ for tho 
purchnt'c of another plot of ~ir()llJ1l.1 ill the lleighl,ourhooll. It proycc1, 
however, that the vendor was Pl'Cclllll,,,l by hi~ mnniu,Cie ~ettlcmellt 

from completing tho '~OIttrU.ct, r~ltho\lg'h it l'e~crvccl to lli:n t1w \HJ~lenal 
power to grnllt lcu,scB for !)!)!I yeal's. Tlmt, however, tli,lllot nnswcr 
the same purpose; in the first plnee, becanf'e (a. eonseq lIcr:ce of the 
land system, with its (i.istillctioll bd\\'cen l'ettl and pcrRonu.l properi.y), 
the oueeoo~ion <l"t.i";1 nrc hC(1\·ier on lOLJ.8uholJ Ham on froehoLl ,,"cn.te9. 
"\Vhnt ill m01~e imp"l'bnt, u, tCU~'1t for ye~\l', ha;; llCit tilo ri~hi.s 'Jf 
ownel'~hip. a~ wa, :J!'tcrwHn13 CXpCJ'iCllCC,l in the vcry case before LIS. 

Tho capita!ist, aec<'l'tc(i a I~u~e f.)r \)~H yCUl'H; alUl(JLl~·'r( <.1ivu·tcu r~llm 
his original design wilh respect to tiro gro1lnJ. In puttillg it to Il 
<lill'enmL l'lIrp''"''', 11l: l'L·uee..,t!ed Lu h:vd au eminence, and to co.rry 
away tho gravul tor usa el~cwhcre, But the Law of Landlord a.nd 
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to our knowledge oj' the Ruqject, relating to reg-ions 
which the author has himself vlsite!1, and Im~ been 
assisted in his inquiries by high economical and 
U~l'icultllral t'uthoriiiDs Oll +.he snot: h: \\" estphaJia 
and the Hhnr Hllsm by severul pen;ow;; in C('.ntr:~l 

Frunct' by the eminent .M. Leonce de Lavergne j and 
111 13elgiu11l by 11. I~mile de ]~aveleyc, whose impor­
tant purer in the Cobllen Club volume has recently 
Lroug'hL home to many En;';'lish reader::; the leS:'l(1ll3 

contained iu his remarkable works on Jk'lg-ium, Hol-
land, and Lombardy. The CilSa\'::l on the lUmr 

• v 

Basin and on L,L Crense arc most jnterestin~ l'('lHlillg', 

and t.he fads they contuin, wlwll first published by 
]':fr. Leslil', were u]ruo"t wholly new to English 

Tena,nt says: If ll. trmmt opcn p:ts for the J'UTP()f'f~ of rai,<lli-!: HLuutl..,r 
warde [~J it will h wnob·, A llU tlli:,; hci:1~ thc bw, d1e landlord 
IICt""lly .;,l,bi''>I,d fit) illjllll(-.im, to l".·"t.rn;lI t.hn t(~nant'~ procceuillil·S. 
a:nJ mulde,l him ill dama'i('s, Once ~Ilure; in anllt Iwr COU'lty tbe 
very ;;fune cnrdali~t o]I"ned :111 irull millc iUT:lllg"""'nt with tbe 
lo:-d (It' the soil, aut tfJlJlnlellCCl1 wnrlo; on an ('xtl'lI~iVI' ;;eak. The 
lalldlonl thell ,lL'mand,"} 1.'·l'm~ to wh:,~h 1.(; wa~ not l'l1titl"(l hy hi~ 
conb.'nct; but llll~ pri{:e ()t' }rj~h iron h:h-~ nut h(>~lti h'','h l~nOt10,"n of lnte 

year;; to Ilefray the cost of n. Chancery ~ui~., in n.,[uit iun to the co,t cf 
prorluC\.iOll; 111111 delay, worry, and 1I11xipty "1",; not 'n<1ncemenh to 
iTJ,lllt5trial cnterl','i~l',,.o iLc· il'l)l1 wvrk~ wel'p Bn'l"'lI.Jetl, Here aretive 
ca,es within the lmtllOr's l,lltlwlcd;.;c·, ull hllPP'lIil'(( in reccnt yt'ttrs, in 
\'I'1Jicll it :.-:.iuglc jL,Ji\.id',llll hd~ heen urn:..,t('(t .itl tl:(~ eOUl"r;O of tcWll. 

cUv"rpri5C a;1(l improvl'j"ent liy the Btatc of th!) law, ... It j" w~n 
1m own that then' r,re no lllanufadilring ('~:llbli~ll1ne:lh on the Com­
T'a.lli.'~' ",,,tntc8. hl'<:a.us,~ tlll'~c LnmlOll L:'IIiU~ J}l'l'~j"t(,lIt1y J'rfu~o it) ~ive 
p,~rpd\lit.Y iea,e rO\' lJlill pn 1'J "'~('~: w i!ile on j lH' l,c>l',i •. ]".-; uf the e('tmty 
[L\)illblJ.<k·J"I'y~, {~llv;';"t.')WJl, Bu lIymcnn, ]b Iiylll() 11 t'y, 11W] (',)le:-a:ne. 
whcn, Sl1<'h J(,'l""~ are 'lTlwt,;,l. IlHlllllhwtl1re:; hll\e iIH'l"l'nSl"I :llid 
pl'O"pered, llull oven in t'he "tlur;ty, wflt'n' h\'eholJ r,;itel; can l,e pro­
cured, mallula<:it;.l'e:; haye iakeu root," (1'p.71-",) 
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readers. But the most valui1ble, for the gener:.1l pur­
poses of the book, arc those on lk·lgium. Mr. Leslie's 
paper in the Cobden Club volume had shown, jn 
oppo~it.ion to a still strong, though diminishing, pre­
jlldicc, the great success of peas:1l1t properties in 
:France. The pltper in the prcsent volume on Belgium 
renders the same jUfitice to the small farms as well as 
the small. properties of that country. If we comparo 
wit.h the minute and wen·considered statelllCnts of 
Mr. Leslie antI M. de 1 .. av010ye, such as are given on 
the contrary side even by such an authority as 
Mr .• Tames Howard, in his' Continental }larms and 
Peasantry' (though:\lr. How<trcl is by no mean" ab­
l'501uiely hostile to Rmall farm:'3, but expresses 11 shong 
senf'e of the de:-irablcncss of a certain admixture of 
them), we see nothing ill the latter which seriously 
diminishes the C:(Jn~lae1"Ution due to the former. 
Everything' ill }ll'. Howanl's remarks which is matter 
of" t'nr:i:-pv01'ything whiroh i!'; thp l'P~llJt, of' nct.l1al ob. 
servat.ion-mu,y 1)0 admitted, without affecting' the 
wurlh of Delf;"jau exarllpJe as e,"idenee ill :/ilVQIIl" of 

what the jJdite cli/iitre is capulJle of. Tl1ere is not a 
single dmw bae Ie poilltt!t l 0\1 t; hy . !\I 1'. U()\vard, lV hielt 
is inseparahle :f1'01ll J)dite cu/tNl'e; whilo ('yen in Hl'l­
gium the (lmwh:leks are ;:;;lUl\Vll l~y :MI'. Leslie and 
1.\1. de Lan~luye to be I:iteaJily (liminisllillg. 
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1\ If rrAINE is onc of the most known ill England-
1\'.1. Rt If')J~t hy l'p111ltfl-nf tlw present, gl.'lwration 

of think-ers a.nd writers in J!'mnce. Tho fact that one 
of l.M.s principal writings is i1 11i:-:.(ury u1' I~nglish 

Literature, has made his name, in a certain (kg-ree, 
fiuniEar to the readers of our periodicals j lLnd some 
are aware that bis work contains ingonious anel 

original views on t,lIb philosophy of literature. But 
so slender is the int,crest of most English readers in 
the philosophy of literature, 01" in any but the bio­
graphic and ullecdotic pOl"t.ion of its history; and so 
excessive is 1 he .Engli~h distrust of all theories OIl tIle 
sul~ject, that M. Taine's work, notwithstanding its 
special rcJatioll to l.:ll;,;·lnnd, wOllld pml);loJy he tl)IJl1d 
to have obtailled a groater amount of illtelligcnt re­
cognition, and eycn of jntelligent criticism, in :E'mnce. 

A f(Jrtnne the reverse of this may be pr(Jplw~ied for 
tile able lind striking trcutlse which lw has just pub­
li:shed. It is fitted to ohtuin an carlier and higher 
appreciation in .England than in France. The J:lllilo­
fo>ophy of' ~Jinc1 n.i: proSe·nt cxcih'" greater interest .. and. 

is more studied, 011 tl1is side the ChallllCl, than at allY 

II< JJ'ortnigldly n~v;r:W, ;1 lLly 1870.-' Do l' IlltdligeJ~c{).' l'a,r H. 
Taine. Two vols. 8\'0. l'lLrid: 1870. 
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former period of our history, except the brief inl-erval 
which hegan with Locke a11<l termillated wit.h lIume 
and Heic1; and .11. Taine's treatment of it lIas moro 
in common with the best Ellglish speculation tllim 
with any of the philosophies now prenllent, in France. 
Psychology an«(metaphysics have, it is true, a greater 
amount of nomillill cultivation in France than in 
Eng-lund; they al'e part of the curriculnlD ot' all the 
public estahlishments for higllcl' instruction, which 
educate a lilr larger propurtioll of tho better-ofl' cla:o;sl's 
than our unin!l'sities. But the official doctrine of 
those j'shhlishn)('Il+'s is +.110 elrcte phi!o~ophy of Ruyer­
Collard, Jou1i'roj", and COllsin-Ho longel' made stimu­
lating to the intellect Ily the gcnilli1 una vigoUl' with 
which tIle dudrines of the sellool were originally 
given forth by its jonnclcrs. The long aseenuancyof 
Cousin in the Ulliver~ity of France lWK filled all the 
chairs of pllilosophy with disl:iples, twice or t111'ic~ 

removed, of him~df and. of the C~"rnum~, with the 
practieul dI'cct of aliC'nating most of the miw!:'l 
wIdell have received any scientific training ii'OIlI tIle 
study of psychology nltogdlter. ::\1: __ Comt,c, t,he 
founder of the ouly ri:,ill~' plliiosopllic movcmout ill 
France, treated all i'ieielltijic st u,ly of thc mind, except 
through the medium of the hl'ain-we might even :->ay 
of the skull-a:-> altogdher jl'ratioll:tl. Those, inueed, 
of his followers who adh()fC to tlw banner of .XL Lithe, 
have tllrown o{l' this with lllany othel' pn,:judices 01 
tbeir ma~ter, aml are raising up readels and pupils 
for the Eugli;:;b psychologists and for M. Taine. With 
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the exception, however, of a vcry m('ritoriotls yolumo 
by 11. !\fervo.yer.;;' M. Taine'!,! is the first serious 

attempt to supph" the waut of a better tlJilll the official 
psychology. His book has a fi'cshncss, a vigour, 'antl 

a seientiJic spirit, to whieh we havo heen long unaccus· 
tomed in works of French origin respecting the mind; 
and though its uHimate :inHu<:T1ce ,yin probahly he 
great, it will for the present Illeet with no countenance 
from any of tlle recog'rwwd representatives of that 
department of French cultivation. But }ve feel certain 
that it will be ,,"elcomcll, as soon as known, by the 
most advanced school of English mental science; 'for, 
while it has a marked and original distineiive charac­
ter of its own, unlike any othel' treatise on the sul~j('ct, 
it is in harmony and close alliance with many of the 
mo:-t thol'ongll-goillg speculations of the Associat.ion 
school of psycho1ogy. It divcl'~es from them only 
in the two conduding clluptcrs, wltich, in our 
judgment, overleap the bounds of really scientific 
infercnce, and, without cven the warnlllt of suppose(~ 
intuition a .lJl'lori, claim abolute ndi(lity through all 
space aml time for generalization:,; or human thoUg'lt, 
which wo can ollIy adlilit unJer the iullOl"Cnt limita­
tiot1l!! of 1Hlll1;H\ 8xpf'ri{'11('f~ 

The method of' ::\1. 1'aillc's w01'k is correctly de, 
scriued in his pn:li,ct". lIe tllere ~aJs :-Flllh:r the 
nume or our Illtullcct, what I intcml to treat Ilf is our 
knowledge. TIll' Iutdkd i., Oldy our liwulty, capa-

... 'Etuuc! ~l'r l'A",()~iaLi\}1l (1", I·joEl".' J\u' P. 1L :01enuyt:r, DuuLcu.r 

es-lettl'ea. .Parill: Aug. 1) lIrLLlld, 7, Rue dCti Gl'es. 
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cit,}", or power of knowillg'; :ll1d faculties, capacities, 
und POWGrS uro not Thing;.;, or Entiti(',~, lla"villg' Ull 

exi~tcmce of their own, but merely a mode of clasi';i· 
fying, under certain heaus, the facts which, by the 
forms of langunge, tlwy arc spoken of as producing, I, 
therefore, go at once to the facts themseh'cs, which, 
jn the present casp" :l.1'f\ ill() varions portions of' our 
knowledge, I cndl'ftvour, first, to analyse this know· 
ledge into its I-iinlplc:;t eh.'ll1l'lllls; and aftcrwards to 
ascertain the laws which govern the asscmLlagc of' 
those elctn0nts, and to tracc the manncr in which, by 
the opcration of these la\vs, our different kin(J:.;; of 
kno\vletlge are IJuilt up-from the simplest a11(l most 
concrete pel'Ceptiol1fl, memories, and cxpectatiom" tv 
our most universal coneepts and .i udgments j and I 
attemllt to e~tiraatc the certitude, and extent of 
validity, of aU thesc. 

The work, therefore, comists of two parts-an 
Analytic and a Synthetic. The first, or analytic 
part, cnt,itled "The Elements of Knowledge," is 
divided into fom book:-;-on Sj~ns, on Images, on 
Sensations, and on the Jlllysi~al Conditions of Mental 
Events, By signs, 1\1. Taina docs not mean exclu­
sively namcs, but uuythillg menial by means of which 
we think of things not present to our semes. A sign, 
hA says, iFl always an imago, more or lcss vague or 
faded, We think of an individual oLject by what is 
called our relllembrance of it, that is, by a mental 
image, which, in the normal state, is vcry much 
vaguer and fainter than the impression of which it is 
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a copy. ,\Ve think of classes of objects by what is 
calied a general jdca, or ~eneral notion; this, how­
ever, is again an imllge, stillmore vague in the greater 
part 01' its contents, hut in which the characters com­
mon to the whol(~ class have bC'C-n made artificially 
predominant uml distinct, by being associate<l with a 
name. So that y\'O ahvilYs, in reality, think by meanFJ 
of images; but we can make a very faint a.nd impel'­
teet imag"o do the ,York; und it js tho in"trumont of 
numillg,properly used., which alone, in any but the 
most simple cases, enahles us to do this with safety. 
M. Taine gives a very instructive exposition of tbe 
mode in which (as pointed out by Leibnitz, Condillac, 
and othcrs) thoso imperfEct imngl\;;: no duty in our 
reasoning processes 8!Jlilbolica!I!J, in lieu of complete 
representations of oujed!5. And he 5hoW5 how, by 
the urtiflce of' general names, which enables us to 
ensure the presence, in those mutihlted images, of all 
!;l1ch characters of the ohjects as are essential to the 
reasoning, we are able to arrive at true and definito 
cOllclusions respecting objects of which we cannot have 
It perfectly distinct eonct(ption-such as very high 
Dum bel'S, poly gons with a thousand silles, and lSi) forth. 

All our thoughts, then, being really images, our 
mental images form tho subject of the second book. 
'Their nature, ana thp. laws of their recurrence, and of 
their decay or obliteration, are copiously illustrated by 
interesting experiences, drawn both from the healthy 
and from various morbid conditions. Images, again, 
being sensatioll~ more or less faded or weakened1 sen~ 
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~ntions nrc next treated of; they arc c1n!'$ific·d :mc1 
allaly~('d :;gl't'calJly to tlH~ JaLl'IiL pl,y;,..j\Jlugil'ill \liIiCU­

wries awl tlle most advanced psychulvgy, until the 
must simple awl elementary sensations, or what 1'('cm 
to he sue 11, are arri yeu at. From sensations the 
author proccctls to their phYliical conditions, the con­
stitution and. fundions, so far as asccrtailleu, of the 
nervous system. 

The :lllnlysis of our 1oIOwlp(h;e llaying thus boC'n 
carried. down to the simplest \·lclllt'uts t.hat can at pre­
sent be reaehecl, the second part-the Syntl!esis­
commences. '.l'llis abo is divl(ll,d into j(H1r hooks: 
Of the dillereJ1t kinds of knowledg·e; the KlIuwlc(lge 

of Bodies; tlle KllOwlL'<li!'e uf ::'II iutI; the Kuowblge 
of what is gcnC'ral (,/1'8 (,/;U81'8 f////I::ral(8). 

The first three or these Looks, ulIll a gTeat part of 

the fourth, are high ly instructive TE'mlil1g' to the 
student of analytical p~yehology. r.{'Jte distinction 
1ctwcou tho original ana tho nequir<.!u perceptions of 

our ditli.'rel1t l')1:lIses, the origin and com position of 0111' 
ideas of ext(~mal ulljects, the ultimate unul,Ysis of' the 

ideas of l1mttrr and milHl, and many cognate sub­
jects, are ('x}J()UlHled, with gr(~at metaphysical acnmen, 
flo jll(li(~i()ns avuidanee of many wrong turnings into 
which previous thinkers have wandered, and a 
talent of expo:;;itioll which aJdR us much to 1:110 sub­

stantial valne as it doC's to the attractivencs:4 of the 
treatise. All these sul!jects arc illustrated by new 
and characteristic obscnatiOlls amI experience.... ),1. 
Taine has profited largely 1,y the speclJations of the 
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English thinkers with whom he most nearly agn~eA, 
and he fully acknowledges the debt; hut his concep­
tion of the suL0ect has only been enriched, not sug­
gested l)y them; w11at they have taught him seems 
merely to have fallen into its place in a system of 
thought commenced witllin Illmself. The mutual 
support which he and they lend. to one another is the 
accordance of independent thinkC'l's. 

"Vhen, ill the fourth book, 1\1. 'raine arrives at. the 
subject of our acquisition of general know]ouge, he 
agrees ful1y, as to the principles of generalil;ation 
hom experience, with the Engli!;h writers on the 
logic of inducti01l, am1 gives an excellent outline of 
the doctrines which he holds in common with them. 
But, as already intimated, there is another part of this 
final book in "dlich he is at issue with tllOse who are 
in general his nearest allies, namely, on the ovidence 
of axioms, whieh he docs not, like them, hold to be 
grounclod on experience, and limitGd by its condit.ions. 
N either docs he, however, even in the ca~e of the 
o,xiomll of geometry, agree with those who consider 

them to be a peculiar class of truths, known t'i j}ti.Q)i, 

or intuitively cYiJ.~nt. lIe thinks that they may be 
demonstrated, and classes them among" analytic pro. 
positions"-that is, truths latently included in the 
l(lens which are the subject of them, to be proved. 

by evolving tbem out of the ideas; and he does, 
iug-l'uiuu::;ly aw1lluil.e legitimately demuwstrale liume 

of them in this way. 13ut this does not set'm 
to us at all to advance his main position. '1'he 
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fUl1(1amentul propertics of a straight line may l)e, 
and aro, contained in 0111' concept of a strai3'ht line; 
but if tllc concept itself is the product of cXp('rience, 
the truth of the properticii GU[JlVH to us from the samo 
SOllrce. The concept can only be made up of proper­
ties which we observe: we put the properties into the 
concept, and what we have put into it tilcre is no­
thing surprising in our afterwards finding' in it. If, 
them, our idea of n. strui3'ht line is derived from oh­
servatioll (aud we are not sure that .1\1. Taine denies 
it to be :so), all llmt he maintains respecting the proof 
of the axioms of geometry may he, aud much of it 
must be, admitted. In acquiring by observation the 
idea of a straight ]jne, we ne('c~s~al'ily [lequire, and in­
clude in the idea, the knowledge that two straight 
lines joining t110 sarno two poiHts coill(;ille aHugeLher ; 

in other words, do not encloso any space. This pro­
perty must be, expressly or by implication, a part of 
any suilicil'nt accollnt we can give of' tlle concept 
which experience has left in our minds. But a straig:lt 
line, and this property of it, become known to us 
simultaneously, a11(l ii'om the same source. \Vhen 
1\1. 'Tainc goes on to claim for the Jirst princil)les of 
other sciences-for instance, of meelJalli~'s-a similar 
origin and evidcnce to wlmt he claims for tho~e of 
geometry, and 011 the strength of tbat evidence attri­
butes to them an ab~olute truth, v,llid for the entire 
universe, ana illd"pc1Hll'llt of the limit:,:, of exper:ellce, 
he falls into what seelll to us still greater fallaeit's; 
partly, at'. we Lld.uk, iJy confounding the two mean-

VOL. V. Ii:. 
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ings of the word Same-Identity, and Exact Shni· 
laritv. :Rut of this we must leave 1\1. Taine's read!!l's 

w ~ __ • .,; 

to judge. The merits of llis book are such as to 
commanu an unprejudiceu consideration of that small 
p~rt of it, in whi('h, H(·eorcling to our individual judg­
ment, he has been deserted hy that perception ot' the 

- hue cOllt1it,iollS of scicuLilic evillell~e wlJieh 11<18 

guided him through the greater part of llis cour~e. 
The book <1t~Kerves to be, and we llOpe will be, univer· 
salJy reud by real t'ltutlents of psychology, 
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'lXTUILE it is undoubtedly true that, in Hle pl'ac­
V V tical applicat.Lon even of tho best established 

and most universally n~ceivcd rules of morality, in 
ninety-nine cases Ollt of' a hundred an honest man 
seldom doub,ts by which he is to guide his conduct; yet 
no one, I presnme, will deny th:lt there will be fouml 
a hundredth case in which different moral obligations 
contlict, But, though this is not likely to be denied, 
thero exi::;ts very generally [1 cowardly reluctance to 
look the fact in the ihce, . and mnke provision for it, 
as one of the unavoiuable inconveniences of an imper­
fect conuition, l)eople are afralu lest tho force of 
recognised duties should be weukened .. by admitting 
tho lill.bility uf 011e dut,y to be overruled by anothc"r; 

and, though well knowing that this does happen, and 
not prepared to deny that it :::ometimes ought tc 
happen, thC'y prefer to bo excused iI'om girillg' their 
approbation ooforoh:1m1 to so unpleasant-looking a, 

fttct. '1'1lC com;cC] ueIleR is, tlult. t hos(.' \\' Ill), h:1Ving 
the responsibility of action, are fOJ'ced to make tor 
them"clves <'ome path i!trough the:<0 mort'tl elltan;:,:le­

ments, iimling no rules or prineiptcs laid down fin' 
them but such as ignore instead. of meeting the dilli-

.. l?orini;;7dly llevim.D, nfl~"m he)' 1 RiO, 

K2 
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tll1tics of tbe case, decide according- to the dictate eitl1er 
uf their selfish interest!':, or of some prevailing' senti­
ment, which, if more disinterested, is not necessarily 

a huer gull1e. And since national concerns, by reaSfHl 

of their snperior complication, ail'ord by far the rrreatQi'it 
llum1er of these disputable quest,ions of obligation, 
tki<l is one (and not the smallest) among the cau::;es 

of that laxity of prillciplc which has almost always 
prevailed in public matters, even when the moralities 
of private life have met with a tolera11e amount of 
obiicrv:mco. 

rl'llfll'(1 i" no case w hieh moro :[) agl'unHy ex<?mplifies 

these g't'llcral obi:i('nation>: than tho caso of' inter­
haLiunal in:atil::-J. ThwlIS'h tlw greater part of the 
present celltury, the COIl science of Elll'ope lws llcen 
llaLituated to tIle dellll)]'alizing spectacle of treaties 
made ollly to he broken. In lbH and] 1:)15, a set 
of ircatil's were lllu(le by a gCl1l'ral COllg'l'C:'S of the 
States of Em'opt>, whii:;l ui!t'<:i"d to l'egulate the 

external, alld some of the jntC'l'l1;\I, COllCCJll8 of the 
EUf'Opeanllntiolls, for a time alto~·ethcr unlimited. 

TiJese treaties, haviug' heen cuncluded at tLc tel'mina. 
tion of it ]oilg Will', \V Lich had endl'd in the signal 
di.:;comntnre of one side, ,vere impo:.;vd by some of the 
contracting }Jarties, :.tIlLl reluctantly submitted to by 
ct')<.:rs. Their terms were l'egulatl:d by the interests) 
alld. relatiyc strcn;.;tll at the time, of the victur;,; ami 
vangui:·dwu; and were observed ns JOllg' as tlwse 
interests and that relative stl'cllg'th remained tho 
same. .But as last as any alteratwn took place ill 

-::c 
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t}](>se elrment~, the powers, one after an0thel" wit110nl 
asking Ir':)v8, tlll'/?w on; and woro allow()d \vith imp;l 

nity to throw of I' , such of the obligations of thl' 

treaties as were L1i!:itasteful to them, Hull not surti 
ciently important to the others to be worth a fight. 
Tho general opinion sustained. some of those viola­
tions as being perfectly right; anu even thosp. whir']l 

were di:::appl'oved, were not regarded as justifying a 
r0sort to W:lr. I~l1l'opo JiJ not intcrpoi5e when Hus::-ia 

annihilated Pulan<l; " .. hen Pmssia, Amtria, anl1 
I{u:'lsiu. extinguished the itepulJlic of Cracuw; or when 

a second Bouaparte mounted the -Llll'olle of France. 
EngIan(l alone, among t.he g'l'eat cOlltracting' power.~, 
never udi veIy yiol:ttNl 1-11 is spt of tTl'a tio,;; thouS'h 
En gla 1lt1 , too, was a PJrty after tho filet to olle of tlw 
mo;;t jt:3'tifiable of the vivlativw;-lhe separdtiull of 
Belgium from Holland. :Such is the ~pectade Ivhil:tl 
}~urope has Jill'.] I)('fol'o her for half a century.: ana it 
is well calt:uIateJ, olle would think, to fl1o(leratc her 
surprise, \vlwl1 allother treaty, made forty ,Years later, 
in the :same wild hope of iixillg' a certain eonJition of 
the affairs of Europe in pCl'pl'tnity, has in a si Il1 i iar 
manner broken down. If we a";], c)Ur:5elves why thi;-; 
caSl~ lias arou:'led more ang-er in this ('ount]'y thall any 
of tIle others had (lone, the reply, if given with a full 
reIl1l~1Il1Jl";mee of the prLwions cascs, Ciln sC~lreely bo, 
t.hat it i:5 more shocking' to the consciellce than any of 
them; for the annihili:\,tion of the Hopublic uf Crucow 
wus not merely the int'rinw .. ment of it treaty, it was 
abu, had there existed no tn.:aty to fur Lid it, ill itself 
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a ,f!l'O!:lS violation of public rights and morality. But 
it did not touch liU uearly what we had been taught 
to fancy our own interests, and was not so liable to 
be imagined a defiance to us in particular. Not to a 
g'\'eater tenderness of tho public conscience, hut to tllA 
dill'erent aspeet affronts and injuries wear to the un­
reflecting when addressed to our:::;clvc:3 and when ad­
dressed to others, must, I fear, be attributed our 
~peeial perception of tIle moral value of treaties on 
this occasion. ",Vo may 1~1irl'y be complimented with 
being so far in advance of some of the other great 
States of Europe, that it is a oispllbble point whether 
·we have of Jate years infringed any of our treaty 
obligatioIls; although '\"C mu::;t rCIIWltlUer that the 
announcement, by one of om lea<1ing statesmen, that 
almost the last treaty wc entercu into was only to be 
comidereu binding by ourselves if adhered to b'y the 
others who entered illto the same oLligation, met with 
very general approval. Y ot the puLlic, if actuated 
purely by moral feeling, ought to have Leen more 
startled by the suggestion of a possible breach of 
morality on onr o\\"n part, than by the certainty of an 
actual Lreach of it on the part of somebody e1::-e. The 
f:l(;t is, we have not yet advanced so 1[11' as to regard 
tbesc questiolls purely from the mornl point of view. 
Our indis-nation is hot 01' cold according- to circum­

stallces quite foreign to the morality of the case; and 
is likely to continue so Ulltil the moralIty of such cm~cs 
has been placed 011 a firmer anc1more clearly defined 
b,t;;is tlJl.!ll it has Jet l'etei 'fecI. 
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I am ready to Join wit,h anyone in averring that 
this is un eyil state of thil1~s, mo~t injuriuus to puLlic 
morality. No honest man Clln sec 'with illuitferellce 
a condition in whieh treaties llo not, bind; in which it 
reshl v,'itb the party WllO deems himself aggrieved by 
thorn, to say whether they shall be observed or not; 
in which ]lations cannot trust each othel"s pledged 
word. It lloes not follow, howeVEr, that this evil is 
likely to 10 remedied by j;";'110l'lng the faet, that there 
are treaties which nen.'r will, aUlI even whieh never 
ought to be pL'l'mancntly ob~er\'eu l)y those who have 
been ol)ligL'd to submit t,o them; far less, thorefore, 
to bo pCl'mancutly enl'or('ed. It is not nocc:';sary to 
go far hade {or one of the most signal examples which 
tIle entire history of mankind all()l'(l,q. Dill any im­
partial person blallle Prussia or Austria, becausc, ill 
lS13, thcy violated the treaties wbieh lJoulHl them to 
the first ~apoleon, anu not only did not nght in !tis 
rauks:, as their ellg':.tw~m(!l1i:s i'~'(plil'oa, but brought 

their wholo military furce into the HeM a;.;ainst hill1, 
aml pun;IH'd ltilll lo lti:; dl'strnctiun? Ougllt they, 
inst.ea.d of' cancelling the tn.'atles, to ha,·c opcnetl [L 

negotiation with l"Lq)()leoll, and ellhe[lted him to 

grant them [L YOlllntul'Y reIl>ase frum th(~il' oblig;a.tions.: 
and if he dia not. comply with their request to he 
allowed to <-1c·'C1't him, ()ll,~.dlt they to hu.ve faithfully 
fought ill ])is tlefence ? Yet it was as true of thuse 
treaties, as it is of the treaty of It;bG, that Ilisa(hul1-

tageous ana di:shol1oumole as they might be, they han 
been !:Sublllitted to as the purchase-money of pea(!e J 
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when the pro1ongation of' war would have heen most 
disushou:-; for, had the tCl'rllS been rcfllr.;ed, .Napoleon 
coulcl with ease have conqllercu the whole of Prussia. 
:llId at ](!ast the German dominions of Austria; whicll 
is considerably moro, I preSlIllle, t.han E!'glal1J :UlJ 
France could llave done to Bassin, after the fall of 
8c·b:lstopol. I already seem to hear ~llllJe uncundid 
1'O:l(ler crying out, " Do JOu prrten(l that Hll~sia lifts 
as eomplete a jnstiiicutiou, and eVl~n positive obliga­
tion, to break her treaties, fLi; Prussia an<1 Austria, 
tllt!1l had?" Certainly not. r1'ho case of Austriaulld 
})russia was ahlllt as (~Xhem0 a case us, ill tlH; lIatUl"C 
or lIational afl'ain:, could possiLly occur: HU'isia hC'r­
("elf could not preteJld L1lat ht'l' OWl! approacbes within 
n great distance of theirs. Rilt the principle may be 
the saint); and l)l'inciple:> are best tested by extreme 
ca~es. If a principle will not stand good in every ca.se 
which it coyer:,;, it is a proof that some other prineilJle 
requires to be consideretl along with it. 

,Yhat means, t.hOll, are there ot' reconciling, in the 
greatest practicable degrce, the invi()lalJility of treaties 
anel the s<lndiiy of national faith, with the untlouLted 
fact tlmt hcaties are llot always lit to be kept, while 
yet those 'rho ha\'o irnpusec1 ihi'Yll npOll 001('1'£ wealel' 
than tb('IIl'iP]\"cs uro not likd.y, if tlley retain con~ 
fidellce in their own Htrell2>th, to ;.;ntuL it release frum 
them? '10 cllect tll ic.: re~on ei lelllt·lIt., so itll' as it is 
c:lJ~ahle of IJeillg' eih'cted, na.tiolls should be willing to 
abide by two rilles. 'riley ~lJOuld absbm from im­
pOlling conditions which, on any jU:'it and rew:;olJable 
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view of J)Umnn uifuil'f;, cannot be expected to be kept, 
And ihey should (:olldU(le iJleir trcati':'rl, a.3 commer­

cial b·catie:.; ure u~ua\Jy cOll(.'lnueu, ollly for tl.!rms of 
~'l'ans, 

rro tJ1C first of these rules it is essential that the 
obl igations should bo defined, which nations are not 
wUl'fanted in imposing on one allotllfol', I do not 

prot end to ('uter C'xhuu:;tivC'ly into so large a suhject. 
13ut oue grcat printiple one can clearly sec, and it is 
the only one which neeJ. concern us at present, The 
community of nations is l~ssclltially a republic of 
equals. Its purpo:,es require that it shoull1 blOW 110 

distinction of gn((l(,s, lIO J'ight:; or IH·ivilrges enjoyed 
by some and l'C'f!ISed to others. The basis of inter­
national law-without which the weak, liJ}" whose 
protcdioll chieHy intl~rnatiollal bw exists, ,.,.ould ne\'or 
be secure-is, that the slJIullest and Jeast powerful 
nation, in its capacity of :1 nation, is the equal of the 
strongest. Wlwtever rights belong' to one belung' to 
all, antl can ouly be te In porar.ily forfeited, even by 
misconduct, 1.mle~s tile orring nation is to bo trl'uteJ. 

as n -savage, and thrust out of the eommuniun of 
civilised nationlS aILv;,;oethL'l". :Xow, all treatie;; which 
bind a nation, within itself and in its own aitilirs, by 
restrictions not common to all the rest, violate this 
principle. Of this nature is a stipulation that a 
country shall Hlainiain one form of government, or 
abjure another; that ,;110 ..,h:111 Ubt~t.lin ii'om fortifying 

places situated within her own territory j tlJat she shall 
liwit to a prebcdIJed amount her army or hel' tketl or 
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the Tlortion of each stationed in a particular part of }ler 

domilliolls, no equivalent limitatioll of arlllOlmellLs 

being consented to by tho other parties to the treat,y, 
or by nations in general. I do not. say that some of 
these restrictions cannot ever be admissilJle as a tem­
pora,ry pcmalty for Cl'il\1t.:8 commi~tell nga,inst other 
l'tates; thongh in general some penalty would be pre­
forabie ,v]lidl cOlild be completeil by a sin;:;le ad. The 
period, howeyor, for which ~uch ('xeepti01l<tl disabilities 
can justly be imposed, on:";'ht Hot, I cOllcpive, to exceed 
the kngt,h of a generation; or, morc properly, the 
period at. the emI of which a m~l.i()rit.y of the ,](lult 
population will lJaYC grol\'n IIp from l:lliLlhoOll sllG~e­
(}uently to tlie oflellce~ so that. the people ~uJlerillg the 
penalty are no longer, as a body, the S,:tIll'O wit.1t those 
'who shared in tho fault. 

But the cnt1 in view woukl h:~ in a stiH groater 
degree attained, wore natiom; to tleeliuc coneliJ(ling 
any tr\?ati~!s except for lilllitecl pUl"joch. Nations 

cannot rightfully bind tlml1sclve.'i 01' others beyond 
the period to whie!) human foresight can be presumed 
to extem1· thus aO'OTuva till o' the daIl'~er whieh to , o~· :-;, ,., , 

some extent, always exilSts, that the i'ul1ilment of the 
obligation may, Ly chango of circumstances, become 
eitber wrong or unwise. I am not aware of any good 
rcason why cngagements reciprocally entered into by 
nations for their joiutadraut.ug'e, should not be su~ject 
to periotllcal rCneWL\1. Tlh~re m'e few, if any, contl'aet;; 
beh"'cell nations, the terms of' whieh might not 1)(> so 
framed as to protect either party from sustaining 
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undue loss or injlll'y in case of the non-renewal of the 
contract. And with rcs])cct to tllc otllcr l,iud of 

treaties, those which nations iniliet upon one anothel', 
there is a very much greater chance of their being j~tith­
fully observed, if a legitimate and peaceful emancipa­
tion from them is looked forward to at the end of a 
moderate length of time. 'l'lw treaty of 1856, vainly 
afleding to be perpetual, has been repudiated in four­
teen years. llad it been conc1uded for twenty, or 
even for tWC'llt.r-tive years, it would probably have 
lasted out the term. It i~, perhaps, nece>isary to say, 
that the expiration of a treaty doe:; not imply that a 
llioney inticmnity exade<1 by it t-ihould be repaid, or 
a cedl,a territory restored. l'osst:ssion, once trans­
fen'ed, is au acco1l1plishell fad; and to disturb it, after 
an intcrntl of ppace, woulll ilnply It ii'csh aggression, 
which reqllires 110 stipubtioll or treaticl'> to constitute 
it a C(t.vl18 bdli. 'rho lnpse of the treaty would merely 
r(limd :lte tll(~ nat iOlI t,]lat had LOCH pUIll:;;hed, in those 
common right:'> of allllat.ions, the enjoyment of which 
1::-; lhe }lunnal condition of au independent State; 
rig-hts which no llatiol1 o1lg-lit to be, and no high­
spiritO(l nation will c\'cr cumieut to be, pcrmanently 
disposSCSS0U ufo 

If these principles are sound, it remains to be con­
sidered how tlHl'y are t.o 1e applied to pa;;t ireatic'';;, 

which, though containing stipulations that, to be 
legitim~~c, must be temporary, have Ll'ell cuududed 
withont Ruch limitation, and are afterwards violated, 
or, a.s by Hussia. at present, repudiated, on the ad-
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sumption of a right superior to the faith of engage· 
monts. 

It is the misfortune of such stipulations, e,"en 
if as temporary arrangcn)cnts tbey migM have been 
justifiable. that if coneluclccl for permanency, they nre 
se1clom to be got rill of without 80me lawless act on 
tho purt of the nation bound by them. If ill bw­
less act) then, has l)ecn committeLl in tho present 
instance, it docs not entitle those \Vho itnposoll the 
conditions to consider the lawlessness only, und to 
dismiss tho more important con::;ideratioll, whether, 
Gven :if it W;lf> wron,!:f 10 throw off the ohligation, it 
would not be still m.Qrc wron~ to persi~t in enfol'cing 
it. If, illUugll lJut jiL lo uu l'l~l'l'dll,d, it ]Ias been im­

posed in perpetuity, the questiou when it becomes. 
right to throw it oil' is but a question of time. No 
time having- been fixed, Hus"ia iixcd her own time. 
and naturally choso the most convenient. She Imu. 
no reason to bL,lieve that the l'c1eaHO f!ho f;ou.;;ht wo ll!J 

be voluntarily granted, on any com1itions which SllO 

would accept; and she cllose an opportunity whiell, 

if not seized, might l\a\"o been lllllg hd~~m it; occ.lln'e,l 
again, when the other contracting parties were in ,1 

more than u:mally di~aJ.\"ania;;c()u::> position for going 
to war. 

Had this been all, there would have boen EttIe in. 
the conduct of Hllssia out what most oiher po\vers 
in her position w01l1d have done, and what there are, 
at aU event.s, but too many precedents for l1oing. Her 
special oRence is, that in asserting what she IlIight, 
without being entirely unr<.!asollable or unscrupulous) 
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bclieve to be her right, Fille showed no de::;ire whatevcr 
that tho wound int1icted npon the confitlcnee, 50 nc­

cessary to mankilH1, in the fuith of treaties, should be 
the smallest possible. She showed herself perfectly 
imlifIel'ent to any such consequence. She malle her 
claim in tlle manner most calcuhttcd to startle man·· 
kind, and to destroy tIH:~iJ' f:lith in the obs;ervance of all 
treaties which anyone of the contracting parties thinks 
it has un intere;:;t in I5Iwkillg ali'. NoL LuL thal. it is 

in itself a less immoral net, if a l)l'omise is to be 
broken, to gIve notice beforehand of the intention, 
than to keep it hiddrn, awl break the engagement 
v,'ithout notice, "while the other party is relying on its 
being h~pt. 'rhis 1>: too obviouoo not to be secn ill 
priYate Jifi:, and it is ns tmc of public treaties as of 
]Jrivale prullIi:-;es. IJad Russia, however, thought the 

trust of nations in each other':; engagl~m('nts a thiug' 
of tbe highest importnnce, she would, even if deter­
mineu to assert finally at all costs ,\"h~~t she claims as 
her right, llavefirst exhau~ted ull endeavours, atHl 
consented to some .':acrifice:'i, to att~ill the freedom slle 
claillled hy the general consent of Europe. If Hu:"sill. 
had adell in this hOllOuraLle marll1er, she would have 
set, perbaps {or the first time in history, an example 
which neither we ourselves who blame her, nor any 
other state, wou1tl find it easy to show in their own 
annals. SlIP has CLOSl'Il ;l less hononrable courSe. But 

,this mi~conduct of Hu~::,ia (misf~oll(luct not ~o much 
before the bar of llistory allo t.he past practice of lla­
tiOllS, us before that of true morality, antI of what we 
may hope will become the future customs) llues not 
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entitle us to bring upon millions of innocent persons 
the unspeakable evils of war, in order to enforce an 
oLligation which it was wrong to impose, und which 
we ought therefore plaillly to l1eclare thut we do not 
desire to reimpose. 'rhe notice which the hi~h­

handed Ill'occeding of the Hussian Government de­
manded at our hands, was to protest (as Lord Gran­
ville immediately di(l) against the claim of a contrad­
ing party to set aside a treaty by a mere announcement 
of its will; and, for the rest, to follow the preceuent 
Ret by the }'rench Government, when three of the 
powers who were pm·tips +0 1-,he b-caties of Vienna, 
dcstroye<l the RepuLlic of Cracow and contlscated its 
territory" l\1. G uizut, then Porcig-n 'Minister of Frallce, 
made a public declaration, that :France took notice of 
this violation of treaties; that she did not intend to 
oppose herself, by arms or otherwise, to the proceed­
ing; but that she rcserved to herself the full exercise 
of WlllltcWR1" rights t,:lf? infringement of :t treaty, to 
which she was a, contraeting party, restored to her. 
If we are unable to arralJge aILY juiut peaceable ac­
tion with the other powers coneerned, an intimation 
somewhat like this woulJ. Le the only dignified 
110tice we could take of the mode of a. demand, tho 
substance of which the intrinsic merits of tile case 
forbid. us to l'e~ellt. ",Vo may, howover, hope that if 
our Goyel'nment stallds lil'ln a~~lLinst tho um"Pllsollahle 
o!tl.illOUr or' the war party, :sume arrangemCllt lllay be 
come to by which the oLnoxious stipulatiolls may be 
aLrogated with the con;,;cllt of all cOlleerned. 



:MAISE ON VILLAGE CO~lMUXITI1~S.* 

TIllS book is an important contribution to a branch 
of knowledge in which tho anthor is as yet un· 

rivalled-the IlhilosopllY of the history of institutions. 
It pursues jnto ultCl'iol' developments (at le:1:5t in one 
great department, that of 111'operty) t,he line ofreseareh 
atld speculation so hriIli:mtly commenced in " Ancient 
Law: its Connection with the Early History of 
Societ.y, anu its Holation to 1\1 odern ldf'as," It is 
superfluous at this time of day to Ray anything either 
in the way of information or of recommendation, con· 
cerning a treatise which has alroa(1y become classical; 
but we may remark that its title indicates the double 
a::-pect of the important vein of thought which it has 
opened-t.he historical aspect, ~md the practical: the 
light which it throws on the aneicnt condition of 
mankinu, and the intimate cOllllPd.inn wIlir·ll it esta­
blishes between "the e,ll'l y 11 i:,;iory of society" an tl 
"modern ideas," through the cOllnec6on of both uf 
th~m with" ancient law," the great transmitter (next 
to religion) of influences from a barbarous age to a 
civilized one. Political thinkers, who at one time 

"" Fodnig7dl?J R';1,i,'li'. ::\Iay 1871.-' Vi:lugo Comrrnnities in the 
E(t~t o,tl<1 '''cot.' 8i" Lecture'" ,Llivcrc(l U"J Oxfonl. By JIcllry 
Sumncr ~laille. Corpll~ l'roteo~or o[ J 1ll'i"1'1'1l(1~IlCC ill j,he U :Jivcrsity, 
formerly ]jaw ::JT'llllUel' of tl:e Slljl1'01ll0 UoYcl'lIl11eni of InJia. author 
of 'Ancient Law.' LOlJJ'JIl, It;71. 
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mrry have heen oycr-confident in their pOWAI' of de­
ducing systems of social truth from al)~traet human 
nature, have now for some time shown a tcnden0Y to 
tho fur worso extreme, of postponing the ullivcl'flal 
pXlgeneies of man a<;; man, to tho belief's and tGnJ.l'll­

cies of particular portions of mankind as manifested 
in their hi8tory. BuL if ::;0 much weight i~ attach{'d 
to these historical chal'acteri~tics, it is most es:-:ential 
to inquire how they came to be whctt they arc; which 
of them are grounded in pcrman(.'nt lleccs:5ities of 
humanity, and which arc but relics or facts and ideas 
of tho past, not applicable to the present. In tllis 
poiut uf yiew, the hi~turical truths orought into so 
strong a light by Mr. Maine have more than an his­
torical value. Though assul'l'dly not written with a 
view to any ~uch purpose, his "A neiellt Law" is a 
most powerful solvent of a large class ot' consen"ative 
prejudices, by pointing out the historical orig'in not 
only of institlltions, but also of ideas, which many 
believe to be esseutial clements of the conception of 
social order. 

r:rhc losson is not leRs instructive, W11011 the result 
of the regearches is to prove, not that institutions and 
jrl::>as belonging to past times havo been unduly pro­
longed into an age to wbich they are unsuitable, but 
that ulu. iusLiLuLiuwj awl ideas !Java uecn f;ct aside in 
f[wonr of others of comparatively modem origin . 
. For this result, as mueh as the other, strikes at the 
tenclcncy to accept the cxilitillg order of things as 
final-as an indefeasiblo iud, grounded on ete1'1lal 



MAIl'E O~ VILLAGE CO:U:\[Ui'l'ITn~s. 145 

social necessities. The question is 01Jenct1 whether 
the olller or tllo late!' jUL'as are best suitcu to rule tho 
fnture; al1l1 if the challge from tho olle to the other 
was brou~'ht about by circum'ibnccs which the world 
has sillcc ontgl'own--still more if it appears to have 
been in gr(>ut part the l'l'sult of murpation-it may 
,rell be that the prillcipie, at least, of the older iIL~t,i­
tutinlls is Jitter to be ('1\08(>11 than tlmt of tIle more 
lHodcl'n, u:'\ the ba~i::; of tt better aud more advanced 

constitutioll of society. A question of' this naturo in 
regard to property ill lmd IS raised by ~\Ir. Maine's 
l1ew work; which has clearly shown thut the absolute 
oWllership, which cun::;titutes tlw idea of ]unued pro­
perty as comTllouly cOllcC'i v0l1 in ~ngbl1l1, is both 
modern as to time awl partial as to place. 

Havillg-l)e~1I cullell, ~lI1J::;eqlll'IILly lo the pulJlication 
of "Ancient Law," to take part in ll'g'isluting for tt 

country far less wieldy removerl tIlan ci\'iliseu Europe 
from that early state of I;ociety wl11ch it is usual to 
cull" primitive," )[r. Maine fOHml that tho state of 
things in 1'(.';';l1nl to laml(',l pl'O)>crty wllich exist::! in 
Inelia wherever it has not been distllrbed by British 
legislation, is strikingly in aceol'dnnce with that 
which recent historical ilWcstig'atiolls prove to have 
once existed in what are no",. tho most udnwcou com­
munities. The ob~tJinate persistence of custom in 
India makes that cOUlltry "the great l'epo::;itoJ'Y of 
verilial.1lo p;WlIOlllenlt of ancient usage alill anciellt 
juridical ihuught" (p. 2.~), ,yell worth studying, thure­
fore, by all ::;tuuellt::; of hunmn llal.ure and history, auu 

VOL. V. L 
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ll'y all English lawyers \",110 consider" the study of 
historical and philvsophical juri:-;pru(lcIH:t:" lJuL alil'u 

to thcir pmsuit. The value of l\Ir.jInine's book tCll' 
this purpose is the greater, sinco mUllh of his materials 
has not yet founel its way 111\0 books, but 1S derivecl 
from the "large and misceJl:mc{Jus ofi1cial litera­
ture" in the records of tho In(lian Guvern 111 ellt, and 
from "tho oral convorsat.ion of experienced observers 
who have passed their Jllaturity in atlrnini.:ihative 
office." 

"'fhe inferences suggestrd" i"uys :Mr. ::\faine (p. (il) "by 
the written aud oral testimony would llcl'haps have kul 
interest for few except tlJO~e who had pas~cd. or intended to 
pa:;:s, a life in Indian oiliec; but their 1Il1f'Xpr<'tl'rl aIHl(if I 
may speak of the impl'e;:.silln 011 my;:.df) tl\l~i.l' nlO1;t startling 
eoincidcllce with the writers wll() have reccntly applied 
themselves to the study of cndy 'I'elltollic agricllltllml CllS. 
tom<'-, gives them a wr.olly new value :11\(\ lmportallce. It 
would seem that light is )louring from muny qnaltcrs ut ollee 
on some of thc darkest pa~~agrs ill thc lil,;tory of Jaw awl of 
society. To those wlto know 1101V sirong a 11l'Pi'Unlptioll 
already existed that illilivi(lllal property came into existrllC~(l 

after a slow process of challge, hy wllich :it disengaged itself 
from collective lwldings hy families 01' largc!' lIssem blages, 
the cvidence of a prillliti \'C village system in the 'rentoll ie 
and Scandinuvian coul1tl'i,~s had very great illtercst; tllis 
intcrcst lurg'ely increased ,\"lIeu Ellgl:111d, 101lg' 8l1PpO~cd to 
have had sillec the};' orman COII(PIC8t an exceptional sy~tem 
of pl'Ol?erty in land, was shown to exhibit allllost u~ trl:tlly 

traccs of joint oWllcl'~hip and common cultiratioll as the 
couutries of' the north of the COlltinent; but our illtel'(;~t 

culminates} I think; when we find that these llrimitivc Euro-. 
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pean tenul'es find tllis primitive European tillage constitute 
the actual wori\illg' RystClU of the lwlian yillage communities, 
alld tllat they determine the whole COUl'8C of Anglo-Indian 
adm i nis tratioll." 

"rrhc ancieut Teutonic eultimtillg' community" (p. 7S), 
"as it existC'cl ill GI'1'mnn~r itself, IIp[1PHT'; t.o hrLYC1 hppn t.hns 

organised. It cOllsisted of It number of' families, standing 
in a propl'il't.nl'y 1'platirm in H rlisdl'ipt. rliYirlC1rl into thrcC1 PFfl'tS. 

'1'hese thl'ee porti'ms were the }lark of' the rl'owmhip or 
'Village, the Common l\lark or wa;;te, alld the Arable :\fark 
or cultivated area. The COllllllUllity inlmlJited the village, 
held the Common ?liark in mixe(l ownership, and cultivated 
the Arable 1Iark in lots appropriated to the sevcral families." 

Of these the Village ~lark was the only one of 
which the several portions were individual property 
in the modern Eng-lii·ill sense. The ownership of the 
Common l'.Inrk was (p. iO)" a, strict ownership in 
common, both in theory and in practice. ,Vhcn cattle 
grazed on t.he comlllOll pasture, or when the house­
holder felled wood in the common forest, an elected 
01' hereditary OmC(~r wa(c!lcu to sec thut the common 
domain was C(luitahly enjoyed." Hut it will 10 more 
of a surpri~e to many readers to learn that the amble 
lund also was held al\(l cultivated on the same prin­
ciple of common ownership. The Arable ~Iark 
" seems always in theory to have been originally cut 
out. of tlw COlll1nOll ;\''l:Jrk, whir·h, 111(1(10.(1, e:lI1 only ht~ 
de:-cribed as tllC purtioll of' the village uomnin not 
appropriatl;:Ll tv cuItiyatiull;" and. the Arable Mark 
"WdS oceasionally to'hiftcd from one part of the general 
village domain to another" (p. ell). "The cultivated 

I.2 
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lalld of the Teutonic village commnnity" (p. 70) 
" appears almo)'jt inv:lriahly to lmve brcn diviucd into 
UlL'eo great fklds. A 1'\\(1e rotation of crops was tbe 
object of this thrcefolJ (livisioll, and it was intended 
that oach field should lip {;lllow once in three yearR . 
. . . Each householder has llis own family lot in 
each of the three lic:lch, auJ this lw lillt> 1JY his own 
labour, and that of his sons <1nd bis slaves. Bnt he 
cannet cultivate as he pkases. He must sow the 
sarne crop as the rest of tIle community. and allow 
his lot in the un<.:lLltivatcd tielcl to lie f;lllow with the 
ot,i1el's NotlJillg he docs lllUF;t illtoJ'J(;rc with the 

right of other hou~el101ds to have pasture for E'beep 
allll oxeu ill (lJe Jitlluw awl [lmong the s1uhlJlcs of the 
iiehls under tillage" (p. SO). The cvic1011CG seC'm8 to 
6how (p. (1) "that the original distribution of the 
amble area \v:1S always ill to exactly e(111:11 p01,tio1l'l, 
rOl'l'esponc1ing to the lllllllbcr of ii-cn ii.unilios in the 
township. Nor can it he scriuu!:'ly d.onl,tea, upon the 

evidence, t1mt the Pl'OIll'ictary ('qnality of tho families 
composing the group was at fil'~t stIll fllrther i"l'cureu 

Ly a perio(lical l'c(listrilmtiol1 of' tIle F.e\'cral :lssign­
mCllhi." This periodical redi:,tri\mtion has cOlltil1ned 
to Ollr OWl! (lay in the Hus . ..;ian yillages, anu "thero 
appears to be no country illhal)itc-c1 by au A ryan race" 
iu which tracrs of it do not remain. 

It is to "the sc\wo1 of UCl'lmm writers, among 
,,,hom Vlll)l\1alll'Cl' is the most eminent" (p. :21), 

that we are llHh·1AcLl for the cst aul i t>llll1C'llt DC til i s 
im port::mt portion of tile tlll<.:iell t history of ;:;ocicty ill 
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relation to the TClltonic countries. Its extension to 
England .i8 m<1inly the work of PrOre8~or Nasse, of 
Bonn, whose valuaLle tJ'C',Ltis0 is about to be made, 
by trnm:lation, convenientlv accessible to the ordinarv 

• u J 

English reader. But the simple statement of the 
ancient practice of TC'utonic cultivation hI'ing's at 011ce 
to the mind of anyone acquainted with English rural 
usages, the traces of a similar village constitution in 
England. The remains of the former collective 
ownership of the !anr1s of a village l'ltilllinger among 
us ll1ldC'l' tllC denominations of Common Fields awl 
I,(1llllnas lanJ~. 

Our law Looh; trace all landed tenures in England 
to H, feudal g'rant. .From such grant, either actual or 
presumeJ, tlwy all technically proceed; and the law 
writers scldull1 trouhle themselves with anything 
allterior. But there wero landed possessions and 
landed rights in I~llglan.d before there was feudality. 
The f8uchl lords wore tlll? successors; of former holdm's ; 
and in oruer to know what the lord could either claim 
for him~elf 01' grant to otlwnl, it ilS ucce:s:-;ary Lv know 
whose rights he succeeded to. In this there is now 
no obscurity. The feu<1al ]01'<1 took the place of the 
collective vilbge community; the :Mark system ]H1Sged 

by transformation into the :;'\'1 anorial. r:J.'he rights 
which haa belongcel to the village as a oollective 
body, became the rights of the lord; the customary 
'rights which the several households of the village 
cOIlI<1 claim from the collective body, "vere not lost; 
but remained valid against the 101'<1. The Common 
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Mark became the 10I'd'::; WflstP.; but 1he village families 
retained tilC'ir l'i~'hts of paFtUI'O tlnJ of tlll'f or woo(l 
cutting over it. Of the Arable ::\Tark, a great tllong'h 
a gradually decreasing portion contil1Ul'd to lJu culti­
vated. under much the ~ame rules as be/o!'('. 

"The lalltl~J) (p. 8~)) H W II iell represent tlJe cultiyutcd por­
tion of tho domain of tho ullcil'lIt 'rcutollie villn;;e com­

munities arc foulld more or lc~s in all parts of England, hut 
more abundalltlr in ,'orne counties thnn ill othcm. 'l'lIey 

are known hy various names. Wllcn the soil is arahle, tliey 
arc most usually called' cornrnon,' (commollilhle,' or (open' 

nehls, or somctilll cs simply' illtermixcll' laH<\s. W hcn til e 
lands are ill gra"", tltcy ale I>olucii ll1e~ known 1I,; 'IUL 

meallows,' sometimes as 'LamlllHs ]and",' though the la~t 
t:'''l're~ojvll j:; ()tTa~j{)llall~ L1~etl of' arahle ~oil. The' common 

field,,' arc almost ill\'arjahl~ divided into three lOJlg ~tJ'ip>l) 
~eparatcd 1)y grern baulks of tnrf. The ~cvel'rll ]Jl'opcl'ti('s 

consist ill 8ul)(iivisions of these "tripg, sometimes rxccedingly 
minute; and there is a great. rical of CViOCllCC that olle sncral 
sharc in each of the i'-trips beloll;!,cd origiJlally to tile same 
oWllcrsllip, and that all the seYCI ul ~hares in any Olle strip 
were originallyequul or nearly equal, though ill prog:rf'SS of 
time a good many have been accUllllllated ill the f;alllC hands. 
The agricultural customs wllieh prevail ill these common 
fields are singularly aU .. e. l~aeh stl'i p b('al'~ two crops of a 
dillerent kind in turn, and then lies falluw. The hetter 
opinion seems to be that the C\l;;com as to the sueee:;;:;;ion of 
crops would lIot he sustained at law; hut the rig-lit to feed 
sheep or cattle OIl the w hole of onc stl'ip dUl'illg the fidlow 

year, 01' among the stubhle" of the other two strips after the 
crops have IJCCll got in, or on the green baulks which 

nivide the three fields, is generally treated as capable of 
beillg legally maiutaincd. T'llis right has in some ca!!'es 
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pa~;<ell b the lorc1 of the manor, hut som~tim('s it is Y('stcel ill 
the hody of 1lC'1'~()1l" \\ II[) arc oWlle]',; of the s('Yera1 slwrcs in 
the (,O!JlIllOll jir1d~. 'r11c grass !all(ls Iwar cyell more (listillct 
truceil of prilllitive ll"a~('. The seve!'al shares in the :1l'ahlc 
fil'lds ~()lIlctim('>t) hilt vcry !'arely, shift frulll one oWlIer to 
allother in c(wh t;lIc0t'''fiivc ;;"cur; hnt this if; frc1llll'l1tly the 

rule with tllC mea.dolVs, which, when they arc thcnlscll'e" in 
u ~tat(l of SCYQJ'(\!ty, nrc of tell dj"triiJutc<1 once it year hy 

casting lots amollg; the P('J'SOIlS entitlcd to appropriate llne[ 

iucloC'c them, 01' "bc cltall"c from olle PO""c1Ssor to ,mother 

in the ordcl' of t hv lIames of PCl'I'OW; 01' tell rl1H'nb 011 a roll. 
As a rule, the illclo:5nn.:::- arc rCIlI\JH'd nih: I" Ult; Imy harn','L; 

anel there are manors in whieh they al'C taken down by the 
villager;; Oil I.J<.lllllIHlS !lay (lhat j,;, 0111 L~llllnlHS <lay) ill a 

sort of It:galis{'(1 tnmultnary assembly. The gI'OUp or p('t'~()]js 
vlItitled to llSC the nwadows art('l' tlicy have heen thrown 

open is often larger tlLIll the J\lIl11hl'I' 0[' pCI'S(lIl~ elltit.lcd tl) 
incl()~e them. ;\ll the hIJH~l'holdrl',; in a pnl'i~ll, fUlIl Ilot 

merely the ltLlldowllel'~, al'(~ i'OlllU[ elljoyillg tlIi~ right. The 
same pecnliarity oceasiollally, hut J1111eil 1lI01'C rarely, charac­
terises the rights OVCl' COllllllon arabIc lidcls; anu it is a 
pOint of sotlle inten-"t, sill('c all epoch in the hi::;tory of 
primitive g"ronp" occurs ",hell tltc." Cl'a~e to heeome capable 
of ab,;ori>illg strangers. The EllgJi~h cultivating com111ulliiics 

may he i'llJlpu~ed to llavc adlllitted ll('\\'-eOIlll'r:'l to a lilllited 
enjoy mellt of tIll' meadows, up to a btf'1' (late than tIll-' pf'riod 
at whieh the arable J:lIld 11<1(1 become the exclusive prollel'ty 
of the older families of the group." 

The minlltely exact agrerment of this description 
with what has UeBll aseertailie~a by quite in<1epen(lent 
evidcnee to hayc~ Oel'Tl the aneil'nt CHstOIll of \'i]lag(~ 
communities in the countries ii'om whi('h our ances­
tors came, leaves no uouot that originally ownership 
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of land was concci\'C(l in the same munner III both 
ca:-.es. And tIle rights which still survive in otlr own 

country over the huus which were once the col1ective 
property of the village-the rights of commoners ovpr 
the common lanu, anu of tho!'c who arc entitlcu to 
tllP .ioint use of IHlmmns lunds or common fields-arc 
oldGr th::lI1 :111,}' manori:l.l right,s, 01<1('1' tItan any grants 
from :t foudul superior, awl can claim more of the 
~acrcdn('ss which the ii'ien(]s of' existilJg Jalld in:-,iitu­

tions cOT:si<1cr to attach to prescl'iptiOll, 
now uear tbese rights were to the people, is 

sh.kill,l..dy shown by ilwir persistellcy thl'ou~'h many 
(,l'llh11'i('s, notwithstanding' t1le 1)0\\'01'1'\11 caUSfS "which 
lJi\V0 ];c(1) at work durin;.;' the whol;:: time for their 

<ic::;tl'uction. Beneficent alld noxious illiiuences COll­

~pjreu to favour the cOllycr:,;ioll of colledivc illtO iudi· 
vidual property. On the one hauo, tho l'i~'iu customs 
whieh prevailed in the cultiY,ltion of the comrllOU 1ielJs 
proyokeJ oppo:,;jtion by thl'ir tendency to pel'}Jctuate 
a Lad system of agriculture; llwl as to the w:lste, then 
ol'cupying so }urge a portion of the soil of tlJc island, 
it was thought to bo for the public good to prumote 
almost any arrangement by which it coulll be brought 
into cultivation. This was tIle hOllonralJle side of the 
JilOyement. There is a del'll]Y disgr<lccoful side which 
T\;HH,ins to 10 mentioned. rIllo gl'cat, lunikJ pl'O­

pri(,tors, uml owners of manoriul l'igMs, were the 
rultrs of the country. From lO:'S downwards they 
ruled it through tlw Parliament; but befo)'e t110 
Parliament l)eCllLllC uLso]utc ruler of tho State, oal:h of 
t,lH~m l'uled his own 1If~1ghhnl1l'h()()d with H. IJ()W81' 
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a1most above legal control. Among the comequ('nce~ 
were p('rpctunl cncl'oaclll1Hmt" by tho great lallu­
h()lc1er~, not only Oll the customary rights of the people 
in the lanel, but evell on their separate properties: 
cncl'oaehmcnts sometimes by abuse of the proce~se~ 

and fOl'ms of bw, sometimes altogether lawless. In 
t.he woI'c1s of t1H' gl'i':lt, Sir 'rh.:.mllS l\IQre, tenants wore 

"got rid ot' by force or fraud, or tired out by repeated 
injur1cs .intu parting with LIte!r pruperty." Bishop 
Gilpin "cOlnplaincd that tbe great Jandowllcrs scrupled 
not to drive people from their property, alleging that 
the !antI was theirs, and turning them out of thdl' 
sheHcr like v()rmin."'" 'VhCll even the ~cparate 
properties of the peuf;tllltry were thus treated, DO 
wOllder that their rights oj' eoml11on were taken from 
them, in many C~lses without any COll1Jwl1sation. This 
dreary hi:,;tory is not to be founJ in ~l 1'. ~lajne's work, 
but it has been reJated in o11ler Louks, and recently by 
Mr. Cliffe 1 .. eslie, in his instructive volume on tllc 
" Land Sy~tems of Ellgbnd, Il'tJaud, and the (Jun­
tinent." 

Yet, notwithstanding the constant tendency of the:"c 
customary rights to extinetioll, sometimes by U:'iUl'­
pation alld sometimes b'y voluntary agTeement, the 
great extent of them as lato 11., the early part of the 
prl'f,;eut Ci'lltmy js attested by .:\hl'slml1, a writer of 
that period, of hi!!h authority on tbe stati:;ties of 
<lgricuit.ure, and ,,11U:"u fads have }1('8n lal'gely used in 

the work of FroCessor Na:o.;so. Acuordillg' to l\Iandmll 

*' 'Land Sy,tems uml llulu,triul Economy of Irelaull, E;lgIallJ, 
Q,nd Cc)nti npninl Connt,,.i,,< 'Jy'J'. Cliff .... L~sli", p. 2lG. 
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()'Iainc, p. 88), "Tn almost all parts of tlle CO~l11try, 
hl tile }IidJalld null j':alitcrn count.ies particularly, IJllt 

also in the \vl~:-;t-in ,Viltshire, for eX:lIl111le-ill the 
south, as ill Durrey, in the north, as in Yorkshire," 

there were still, in llis tillIe, "exh'llsivo open and 
common ftcl(h. Out of ;31 {j pal'isll(':-; ill Northampton­
shire, SD" ,Y('re ill 1:.his cOlldiiion; "more tlt;1II a 

lUlIlured ill ,\Tal'wic:kshirl'; in lkrksllire, IJ:tlf the 
county; more than IJalf uf Wilbhir(' ; ill Huntingdon­

shire, out of a tubl area of :2"H),OOO acre's, I :lO,OOO 
were commonable meaclows, common.';, an(l common 

iields." :1lr. Maine adJs (p. S!J): "The extent of 
some of tho fields lllay be illferred /i-oln the fact, :,btted 

to me on good authority, that the pasturage on the 
diviuing haulks of turf; whiel} W:lS not more than 
three y:.mh wide, wa~ estimated ill ono cal'e at bO 
acres." Since that time 1111' (:(1 III mOl'al,] (> Illld cOll1mon 

lanJ~ have undergone C01Jstant and rapid tliminntion, 
firGt by private Act,,; of Parliamellt, aml aL a still more 

accelerated paco since 18:30, hy lnclosure, ngglomera­
COll, :md exchallge, Illl'ler tIl() Commoll .Fields 
I uclu~ure A ct of that :year, :llld under thl.~ gpneral 
powers of tIle Illclusnre Commissiolll':l's; "but Loth 
1',nnmOll iieltl" ana common lllOt1dows" (p. 8S) "arc 

sbll plelltiful Oll all si(les or us. Hpcakillg for myself 
perl'lollally," :-;ays :Ur. :'II aine, "I ha\'o boen greatly 
surpri~(·a at the 1Hllulwr of installces of aonorlllul 
proprietary rights, neol·ssariJ..r implyillg the f'onncr 
existence of collcdive ownen;hip and joillt, (:1I1tivation, 
whieh eomparati\'cly brief inquiry has brought to my 
notice." 
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It W:lS not ::\fr. 1\Ta1ne's business, in a pdrely his­
torical and .i nri spruuelltial work, to deduce pract it'a I 
inferences ii'om these facts; Bor have we any ].;n\)\\-­

h~uge whether he would coinciuo in the iu(erenct's 
which wo ourselves uraw ii'om them. Hilt there :lI'L' 

certuin truths, of a very important characte]', \v11iell 
the bets we have abriJgcd from ).1r. ='.Iulno'tJ work 
seem to us to support and illustrate very impl'cs:.:;ivc,ly. 

They show, iln;t, that even in our own Ilistol'Y 
property in 1anu has not bee11, 1l1lci is not, one simple 
idea, one conception of rights u1 \\' ay:,; tIle same; but 
that ditlcrent systems of property inland h:l\,/,\ (~xi..;t('cl, 

and even coexisted, both in this and ill other eoulltries ; 
and that, by Ull operation not suu(lcn, but ('xtemlillg 
over our entire history since the ,Norl1lan ConquL'st, 
we have been graduully transforming one of these 
systems into another: 

1'hat tho system under which nearly tho whole soil 
of Great Britain has come to he appropriated by about 
thirty thousand families-the far greater part of it, by 
a few thouSHlllh of UJt'st'-is neither the only nor the 
old':st form of landed property, and that there is no 
natural necessity for its being preferred to all other 
forms: 

That if the nation were to deeide, after deliberation, 
t,hut this transmutation of collective landed ownership 
into individual slJUll proeeed no further, and that. the 
various rights of the public or of particular nei;;hbour-
1100<18 which in lllaIlY cases still limit the absolute aml 
exclusive control of the land by the proprictor--l'ights 
generally of older date than his-shall no long'.:r be 
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:1110\\'('(1 to be extingllislH,t1, to the detriment of 
IJ();,:t(~rity; the nutioll, in l'O decidillg'. would llot 

o\'C'rpass tllC limits of its moml rig·ht. Nay, fUl'thc'r, 
t.hat if the nution t.hought proper to rcy(~rse the pro­

cess, and move in tlJ(~ direction of' reconverting 
individual property into some new amI iJetter form of 
collective, as it ha:-; so lOll!; lJccn cOlwcrtiJl!; collective 
proverty into indi\'ic1ual, it \\"01.11l1 be making' a legiti­
mate usc of an 1!lHlucstioll:ll>lc moral rigllt; subject 
to the moral obligation whidl ali~es wl!ellPHl' rights 
sanctiolled by establish('(l law arc uJlI1Ullcll hy an act 
of authority, of sutist)-illg' all jllst claim:,; to compen. 
f-ation: 

That, having thus a fllll ri;!·ht to rctrace the steps 
\vlli('h it 1ms tnken nucler the pn:duminant influence 
of the class uf larg'!) lan<]l'cl propl'idol'f', the Dation 
ongl1t to take into scrioHs cOll:,ideratioll which UllIOllg' 
the mallY f()l)tin~s on which the rig'llt of landccl owm'l'­
sllip might Le phtN~(l, if; the OUl' rnu~t beucllcial to tho 

whole cotllJllunit,y. with a "jew to tulupiillg', with the 
precautions justly «(Cll1:tIHh'(1 lJ'y ycstell intcrcsts, that 
llJo:,;t hcneJiciul i'y:--tl'lll. Awl, in tlw meantilllC', it 
shouhl ab:-;olutely sn:'})('lltl al1 fmtller ]1l'oCPL'(lillg'S in 
the old direction-all f1ll'tllel' e()ll\'('r~i(m 111tO tlw 
a bso1 II te IJn>pfrty of lulli \' i(luals, of' lalld \V hich is now 
ollly their lill.litcll 01' (lualilietl property, or which is 
]lot the private prUpl~rt.Y of imliviullals at all. In 
particular, the illell/::;1ll'() of commolls should 1)(' abso­

lutely discuntillued, uutil the princil'le:-; on which it 
cah rightly take pluee have beL!ll JdiLonttl'ly rccon. 
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sidered, the chi"t'lcs ,,1'110 ]1~lVe bc'en the ellief sufferers 
by what has hitllel'L) been done ueillt; induded in the 
dejiberatiull. 

This is the moral which we deduce from that part 
of 1111'. l\Iaine':" reSearl'hl'S which relates to the ancient 

landed in~titutiollS of BIl~'lalld. The part wbich 
relates to India gives a practie~l1 warning' of all even 
llJure urgent llature; since jt t'lho\V~ that we have done, 
and are still doing, ir)'('parablc mischief~ D'y hlindl,Y 
iutrodul'ing tllC Engli:..;h idea of absolute property ill 
lalld into a country whr\'f~ it, (lid 110t exi;.:t :l11(1 neVEr 

had existed, ana into which its intl'oduetion could only 
bo dlcdcu by t'l'illllpling upon the r.lgltb ui' all cXl'ept 
some 011e of the dasses which, 1)\C the cnstoms of till>' 
count]'j', Shlll'C<l among them tb~ rigilt of using anu 

disposing of the t'oil. This jn,iustiee has been done 
by the .En~lif:;h l'ulers of India, for the most part 
innnN'lltly, from siwul' inal)ijity to llnuel'dand insti­

tutions amI ~ustOIl1S ululOst idtntical with those which 
prevaili:J in tI1L'ir OWll country :t folY centuries ago. 

In the purely native gorel'llllwllts 01' J Jl(Jia, pro­
perty in Lilld lias never elllcrgo(l from that lJl'imitive 
state ill wl1il:11 al)solllto <Iml unconditional OW11Pl',.,11ip 

by individuals lwd no c'xistcllel'. Yariulls bVlleliciaL 
inlel'('sts existed in tho soil. There was, first, the 
interest of the soverci;';'II, who had at ll'<lst OlW attri­
bute of an uuivcrsal IJl'opl'ietoJ'; lw was all unive]'~al 

receiver of rent. The sll:.tre of the produce to \vhich 
he ,vas entitled, aIHI which formeU ihtl LlUE;: of tLtl 
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public revenue, ,vas nominally limited by ell!'tom, but 
practically, in mo;.;t cn:'(,fI, (m1y ]J,Y tIle impo,-;;;;jbility of 

(':xtracting' more. 'YII\:thcr we cull lt rent or bud­
tax, it was usually of :-;\1c:11 an amount as to Il'ave no 
surplus to constitute rent in the h:trHh; of uny private 
individual, except those to "w]lOm, ll)' a not uncommon 
act of iilvollr, the sovereign llIade a grant, of the 
revenues of <L village 01' cli~trict. At t.he opposite 
extremity of the :-;o(:i:11 seale were the actual eultiva­
tot's. In sOllle ca~es the wl:ole of these, in ethers 
ollly certain cIa:-;ses uf them, hau a ri!.!:ht to rebin 
their hol(liugs as IUllg as they paid tlJ() UOVemJllellt 
llc'lllund. 13dwecn these co-pr()prietor!' (:is tlley lllay 
lw called), the soycreig-n :l1lcl the eulti\'ator, tllcre were 
illtermec1irlte cIassl's wJIl) had right..;, of" greater or Jc..ss 
('xtent, uud who Were often cxt r0llle] y dlli'crent in 
different places. ]lilt thero 'vas lloboc1y wlJo could be 
ea lieU. a pro;ll'lC'tor 1lJ i he a1)~()J nte :-;(;]];;0 of ElJ~li,;11 

law. The Lllgli,.;lt, ho\\'('V0!', \\"]11'11 tl,PY camG lnto 
P:lss(:';,;:-;ion oj' the 13l'Ilgat prn\ 111(,(>:-;. asslllllc(l, ai:i ilillis­
putallle, that i.hero 1l111:-it be illl al),.;ulllle prupl'idor of 

all laud, tile only <}U(:stiUIl bein~ how to find him; 
;md the mdieation Gf o\\'ncr,.;hip hy which tlley were 
at. iii-sf g'ui<lcd \Va,.; tile culle(;tiun of rent. .In the 
pl"OVillet~S o\'ur which tho Britii:iit dOlliinion was first 
('xtC'1Il1ed, tll is attl'ilJll tG wnl; E!xC'l'ei sml by <) {licC'!'::: of 
Uuvenl1llent, (,itch of' whom, at the hL'~Hl uC all arm(~d 

Curee, (:uJleelell tl!(~ rellts or <L partku];)]" di~tl"ict; aull 
",-110 wore mo:-;tly hen·(litaI"Y, for all thillg',~ tend to 
become lWl'cuibry in the Ea~t. In t heso officer:'] tho 
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En~'lislt rulers thought the'y lla(1 f011n.1 the proprietors 
of the soil. It '\'U-; not c()lIsidel'c(l, that these collectors 

of rellt were hOllll!l to P;IY OYC1' the whok of thcir 
collediom; to tll(~ Stat(~, except a, commi\'\sion of ten 
1)('1' celli.. dt'dnctcd a:- thc'ir own rell1Uller:ltion, In 
:-pitc of' tllis, the',V w('l'e !1eclal'C't] lLl,soluh' owners of 
the bnll, and received a pledge th:lt the OOVemllll'llt 
demalld of' reVl'llllC from them I'lJ01l1d 11('l'e1' 1e in~ 

(;rc<l~.ea, '1'b<: CIlHi va'\:i 11 ~ lLt:-;,.;c:~ hecame tlll:ir Ll· Jlall b. 

A reservation was lIlalle of the right of tlw tt'llants to 
be protl'ctcd against evictioll while tlley paid the cUs­

tomury relIt.;; lmt the tlistallce 1111(1 ('xpcllsivcne:-s 
of the Oldy COlll'ts of .ill~ti(:t· whiell for a IOJlg' time 
W(WO p1'0vi(lp<1, }mt it out oj' tll(· })()W01' of the ollltint­

tors to enforce ihis l'i:,,!'ht. Jll the words u-.;c<lm(lnv , v 

years later 1))" f\, Briti~lt-Jlldian j\l(l.gc, the l'igM~ of 

the Bengal r,vots (or pea;o;allts) passl:(l away But ,\"i/(,J1tio, 
They sunk !!l'ncrullv iuto the mifH'ra],Je comlition of .... ,-., .. 
hish codi,,'rs· -rack-rented tenants·at.will. ,\Vhnt. 
little l'C'l'pect ,vas tlllywliel'e paid to thc·il' rights or 
interc3t.t:l l'c:'mltc(l soh,1,)" from the :st.ill parti(lll.r Sllr­

viving' illllUCllcO of C'lIstOIll Oil. the minds (if pel';o:ons 
whom the law had l'XClllptt'u from allY llcees:sity of' ob­

serving it. 
By degrl't's Illdia b(~gun to hc) better known, anrl its 

English uuminish';ttun; carne to he aware of the el'l'ur 
which the)' had at lir,.:t ('ulilmith~ll, They Jountl tlwt, 
in mi,;bking the cdb~tol'~: 0[' l'evcrme for the lam\clt 
proprietors, the), llll.] o\-crlo()kcd tllO village commulli­
ties; which, iudeed, in the provinces 111'st acquired, hr..d 
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almost become extinct" but in many of the more 
recently acquired BriEl'h pOI'Se,-SiOlls still rdaim'd ,t 

substantial existence, and whose rights in the lalld 
could not without great injllstice be ignored. The 
conclusion which was come to by the administrators 
of these later aequi:-itiolls was that the village corn­
n1lll1ities were the real propriC'tors. A nd it is certain 
t,hat, in adopting- this opinion, they were nearer to 
the truth th~m tllOY woulU. have been in supposing 
absolut.e ownership to reside anywhere else. :Further 
experience, ho\yevcl', made them aware that village 
commuuities were of very V:tl'iUllS eomposition, and 
that the'y, no more than any other persons or lJOdies, 
\\'er8 absolute proprietors. Theil' rights, like those of 
all others in a counhy in which cnstom for the most 
part L1ecides wllat i::; the law, were limitet1 amI hemmed 
jll by the equally po;,;itive customary ri~hts of other 
people. 'When this truth dawnell on the most emi­
lwnt. Tnclinn a.llltlinistratol·J'!, it taught them at first the 

propel' le::;soll. 1'hey made it the,ir bllsiness to aseer· 
tULlI, lJ'y ural allu tlonllnclltary evidellce on the spot, 
not who wa;.; proprietor of tIle soil-a, quC'::;tion idle 
and ullllll~;l.ning in the country with which t1Jcy had 
to deal-but who were all those wIll) had any right~ 
o\'e1' it, and what those rights were. When they ha,d, 
with more 01' less eompleh:lIe:is, ascertained this, they 
endeavoured to give equal proil,otioll to all these 
rights. TlJese ratioJlal opinions and rational prac­
tices prevailed in the eoulisels of the Indian Govern­
mellt tor about two gellerations. 13ut of late offici<LI 
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o:plnion has tu](cn nn unfortunate turn in the opposite 
direction. 

In E:lgland, for some time past, the idea of ab~olute 
property in land has been t'emibly weakened, and the 
tendency of the time is progressively inclilling to­
wards the opinion t.lmt proprietary rights ill the mere 
raw material of tllp. glnl)!> should nut, be [tbsolute, but 
limited. ,Vllile, however, English opini\lll 11<IS thus 
been advancing, ofIicial opinion ill IJ1l1ia, which hail 
been much ahead of it, has retrograded. The change 
may be roughly dated from the time of tlw )Jlltiny. 
rJ1lw feeling engentlered by that calamitous eve1lt. of 
the unstable foundation on which OUI' power in I !tdia. 
rested, pro (Inned :l strOIl8' im p.'('sfi<1n of the llcce:;:,;i ty 
of conciliatillg' t1w natives; awl as uSllal in such cas(~s, 
" the natives" ,rc~l'C takt'll to 1110811 those small classe;;; 
who were most compicuous, who had the greate!:-t 
opportunities of making themselves hean], and tho 
greatest power of being troublesome. Before the 
Mutiny it had been the policy of om Government, 
not certainly to ignore or disn'goa-I'd t he ]'ight~ or 
vested interests of the so-called hi~'her clas!"es, but, to 
constrne tllCm strictly, whl'll they con f1icted \vith t.he 
interests of the mass of the cultivating population, 
towards whom, it was rightly thought, were the first 
and most binding duties of our Government. Since 
the ,I\1utinv a reaction has St)t in which cannot be 

" better illustratec1 t.han by the instanGe of Oude. ,Ve 
had taken this pro"illce from its ~\Jabolllcdall Govern­
ment and anne xed it to British India, in consequencf> 

VOT.. v. M 
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of tllC~ <lllflrc}lY occflsioned by the 1:nv1e:,;s llsurprdioll:'! 
Hnd disonlerly eX('('';;Sl'S of the Talookdars-~a eI:I:-:s of 

fUllctionaries of YCl'y vllrious origin, who collcctc·a the 
Government UliCS from large districts, and enterbincd 
for that pnrpo!'e bodies of unu.i~eip1ined mercenaries, 
which made thcm practically uncontrollable by the 
feeble native goycrnnwnt. :ny means of these 11'oe,ps the 
country was kc'pt ill a shlte of bloQ(l::;hed and warf~lre, 
the most hi;:;h-hal1Ued yiolcllco was pradised towards 
tho people of the country, and the landed pos,;essions 
of the Talook(brs were s\v(,ll,-,d by t.he dispossession, 
alld sometimes the extermination, of entire tiLTnilic:> of 
lamlholdel's. These 'j1aloohlars werc naturally exas­
pcrntcu by the annexatioll, which depl'iYNl them of 
tllClr misused position j they joiIlcll, amI they 'YC1'O 

the only pow('rt'u! class or body in all India that did 
join. with the Tl111tincel's. "'Vi' sn hrl 111'11 them, and 
what did we then proceell to do? "We admittell these 
rehellious ()ppre~',wri' t.o Cllg'iI,:;ll ,,,ith our Oo\crWllcut 

for the revenue; we dedll1'(:d them pruprietors of the 
soil, and dcli\"cl'cU over the cultiv,ltillg dasscs into 
their hands: and it is with great diflieulty that, some 
years allet, an ,Act \Vas got pa~sed, making some small 
reparation tu :1 portion or the Jil!'pl'opc!l'tiecl clu""<.'::J, 

by giving' to tetlants who could prove a certain llum­
un uf j ean;' p{)s~e~si()n a g'uarall tee ag.d nst ev ktion. 
In other pal'iH of Upper Inaia, those to whom" tho 
absolute ()wnel'~hip kit; b,.'cn conceded are the village 
cOlllmunities; but there has been:1 ~rowing (lispo~;i­
lion to J'estrict, i.llstead of enlargillg', the number of 
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the inllubitants who are con~id('rea ent.itled to com­
mllnal pri"iiC'gc;:;. Even Ht nn earlier ~)('ri()(l, single 

families from \\hich by cllstom 1he ]:eadman of the 
vilbge lHld l)cen takell, llad not ullfrcquently been re­
cogni;;cd hy our Govel'llmcnt as :"ole owners. 'l'Le reo 
maillder of tho cllltil'aiors, including many who at 
tho jir~t Sd,t]PllWIlt. 11:ld h.'L'll lHlmiHe(l, us propl'ic.tol'tl, 

to enter into ellgil~emcnjs for the Government re­
venue, lHtye [lee]] rl~dll(,:l'd Lu Uw eUllrJition of tenants­

at-will. 'There is great Jlfngel' tiJ!lt if this tenclpney 
of opinioll continu('s, tlt(; wilOle of the northern pro­
vinces';' wi1l be posse;:;sed, for the fin,t time in India, 
by u cornparatiwly iimall boa)' of absolute owuenl, 
many of tliem p0:.l,:ants, with It yust population under 

them of teutlllts-at·,will. And this-one of tl18 greatest 
social I'()volutions over em~cted ill any country, with 

the evil peculiarity of being a revoJ.ution not. in 
favour of a majority of the people, but agaimt 
them-its supporters def<.md in the name of civi· 

... The "tatement j, limited to the lloriherll provinces, because in the 
lIOuth of Illdi:1, with thc' exceptio:] of cerLill <l istrids, It .1iffprc'nt 
system of land revelllle 1,:18 b',m ado])t",], and a difi'erent idcl'pl'l'ta­
tioD given to l:IndeJ l'i",hts. .. III th" 'tJlI'lI~rn pnn'illl.'cS of lh,~ 1J!~nill­
suJa the En,2,·li:..:;i.l (~IIY(,l'n!l1cnt" (\:tI'J)," ~'l'l'ga,ll t.o 1'C'co.cpJis0 uUul1ing 
reiwcen it~l'lf ani i1w illJll)('diU;l' C11Itivltior~ IJl' tIll' soil, and from them 
it took dir('ctly its ,hare uf t];e jil'Odl;C,'. The e/lh~t wa,s to create a 
fl'mmnt propridary, This sYHtem, of wllien i he ehief scat was tIle' pro­
vince (,f :lI.lJIlms,'· but of w;'lieh i h" most in:l,ro\'(',l form i~ tIl t .. fOUlld 

in the Pre~i,klley of HOlllbay, .; ha~ in my ol,inlo1l," H[])~ :\lr. ::Il:Linc, 
"been som~what 1I11.iI]~t1y <len·ied. K"II' that it !Hl,; 1'l'cJllllO"ific,l ill 
Honw (kt.llib, :: [lie Llml ,Olll'~ lllistJlw,; Jjr,,!' l'i\mr;littrd 1my!' hL'C'll cor­

r!,deu, the']'!) i~ no uwre pro:';I)("I\»]~ l\opuldion in :r ]](li<1 than that 
wh'wh h:1H h,~t!n pl:t.m'd 11 lld,,)· it.; 1,,"1'. I: Il ,1 tlll Lt.t"ll.v it is bot th~ 'lll~;,mt 

syste>m of the cc,uutry." (1'1-'. lOil, li.J6.) 

M2 
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lisation and political economy; th()n~h if there is a 
truth emphatically tang-lit, hy political ecollomy, 

and from which no one who has the :o;;mallest tinetnre 
of the knowledge of it witldl(JILl:'. his a:,;:-;r.:nt., it is that 
the status ot' an agricnltllr:l1 tenllut-at-will is jntrin­
sically vicious, anu ill a really civilised community 
oug·ht not to exist. 

The exposition given by 1\f1'. Maille of the real 
nature and hi15tol'Y of agl'ic:ultural ell~tOIl\S in [mIia, 
read, as it is smo to he, hy all intelligl'llt Indian aa. 
ministrutors, awl, we t.l'l1st, 1),Y those who an~ ill traiu­
ing' for Imlian admilllf'tratill11, i;; well tlCbpted to 

cll(~ck this balleful reactioll. 'Vo (luote, both as a 
cbantderit:;Lic speeill1en of this part of tile 'York, and 
for the important lessons it ailonls, l]i15 expositioll of 
the manner ill which, even iu the aLscnce of positive 
intention on our part .. the iutl'ocludinn of ()llr (ioV01·n. 

mcnt conferred upon those whom we recognised as re­
})1'l)E-'cntatiycs of the h0.\lit,T, pOIycrl'i aml righb IVi1ich 
enalJled tlH:'m to oYcl'l'ide those who were their co­
partners in the ]aml. 

" Let us suppose :1. pruvince anuexed for the first ti me to 
the British Indian Empire. 'Jill' first civil act of the Ilew 

Govcrnment is ahrnys to eWed a scttlelllcnt of t]le land 
revcnue; that is, tu detcrmiuc the amount of that relativcly 
large share uf tllC producc of tile soil, 01' of its Yalne, wllich 

is demallded hy the sovereign in all OriclItai statc~., and out 
of whieh aU the main expc!l~CS of gm"crnlllcllt are dd'ray{·d. 
Among the many q uc::-tiolls npoll which 11. i.1ccisioll IIlllst he 
had, the one uf most practical importance is, ( Whu shall be 
settled with ?' With whom shall the settlement be made? 
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What perSOl1~, what borlies, what groups, :;:.lwll he held re­
spoll:;ibJe to tl1(\ Ihiti,,1l G(JI'ernment for its land revenue '? 
What practically has to be detcl'mined ';s the uuit of society 
fOl' agrarian pnrpose.;:; and Y01l tilld that, in determining it, 

you determine everything, and giro its character finally to 
the cntire political alld weial constitution of the province. 
You are at Ollee com pelle(l to c<-'llfeT on tile ~elcctcd class 
powers coextemiye witlt its cluties to the sovereign. Not 
that the assumption is ever madc that new proprietary 

powers are conferred on it; but what are sUJlPo~ed to be its 
rig-h ts in relation to :11 1 uth cr elas~c" are clen ned; and in the 

"ague alld flouting ol'!lcr of primitive societies, the mcre 
definition of a l'i",ht immellscly iU('I'eascs its strcllgth. As a 
matter of faet, it is f(JU1Hl that all agrariall rights, whether 

superior or subOl'(linate to those of the person helrl re~pollsi­
ble to C;OV('l'llIll(:'llt, have a steady tendcucy to decay. , .. 

Do you, on clJtel'illg on the 8cttkll1ent of' a new pro\'illce, 
find that a pca;;ant proprietory has been displaced by an 

oligarchy of l'igOl'ou:'. murFel''', and do you thillk it expedient 
to take the Govcrnment (lues from the oncc-oppresii'ed yeo­

men? rIhe result is the immediate declinc, and con8(~CJ\lclltly 
bitter diseolltent, of tile class above them, who find theIll­
selres sinkillg' to the footillg of mere aUlluitants on the latld. 
t:lueh was the lalld-scUlcnH'llt of Ouclh, which vras shattered 
to piece>, by the SqlOJ :?IIntiny of IS;)7, and which greatly 
affected it~ eOUl'tic. Do you, rel'eroiug thi~ policy, arraIlS!;C 

that the snperior holder :;hall be tllbwerahle to Government? 
You find that yon have created 11 luwlcd aristocracy,rhieh 

has no paralJel in \n~alth or powel' exccpt the proprietors of 
English soil. Of thi~ 1Iaturc is the more modern settlcmrnt 
of the prod lice of Oudlt, ollly l'cecntly eomuHlmatc~d ; and 
such wiJl ultimately be the po::;itioll of the Tulo()kdar~, or 

Barons, among whom its soil has been diricJpd. no yon 
adopt a policy different from either of those which I have 
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i tHlieated, and make ~'our arrung'cll1('nts with the represen. 
tative of the villa~e community 'r You litH[ that you have 
arrc"ted a proce!;<s of chall~e which was ,:teadily properdillg'. 
You have giveu to tId" peculiar proprietary group a. vitality 
which it was losing, a.nd a still'twss to the relatioll:> of the 
various classes composltlg It winch they never had oefore," 
(Pp, ).J·B·I;) 1.) 

" \\' hotlwl' the Iltdian vjlla~e communities had wholly lost 

their capacity for the ah~ol'ption of stratl~('l's when the 
Briti,h dOlllinion begulI, is It point all which J bave heard 
several eOlltnHjietory opinioJts; lmt it i~ hl'yolld dmtl)t tbat the 
itlllul'ltce of the :Britislt (JovC'rtlmcnt, wilivh in this respect 
is llothitlg more than the orditlary iltflucnce of settlerl autho­
rity, has telHled ste:Hlily to tlll'fl tIle corntllunitics into close 
corpol'atiolls. 'rhe ddi lIitioll of rights \\' hich it has cfleeted 
through its various judicial agencies-tlte process of law by 
whiell it punishes violations of right-above all, the money 
value which it has given to aJl rights hy tlw security which 
it has estalJlishetl from olte cue! of India to altother-have 
all helped to make the classes in pos~es~ioll of vested rights 
cling to them with daily illcrea~illg tenacit.y. To a eerbin 
small extent this llHlit'l'et and 1lliilltentled process of shutting 
the (1001' to the acquisition of new eomlllllllul rights has hf'f'1\ 
coullteracted by a rongh I'uh~ introduccd by the 1~llg1islt, and 
latdy ('ngr:lftf'd on tIl(' writt.f'Jl Inw, nllr]pr whir'h t.hr·~ C'1I'ti. 

Yatvl' of the soil who has h(:(!Il in P()~S(:S:siOll of it for a perioll 
of y"'lIl'~ is, in ~nlYlp pnrts of I'l1lin, proteetNl agaim:t a f(.'w of 
tIle extreme powcr~ ,dlich attach to oWller,;ltip of the IlIodcl'n 
};llg1i'i'h type. But the rule is HOW ill somo di';cl'cdit, u\ld 

tlw sphere of its operatiolt Iw~ of' lute brcn milch eurtaild. 
Alld my own opiniun i>; tllat ()\"Cll if tl1(~ \\hnof,t l'Il'Cl!t wero 

gi\"eu to it., it would !lot make up for some of the itlelJualities 
of distl'ji)lttioll hctwccn clU,33C3 uctuHll.r itlcludc(l in the yil. 

lagc group, which have mauc their way into it through the 
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in fJucncc of c"OllOmical idms o]'igil~ati n~ ill the ,y cst. On 
tLe whole, tho cOlldn",ion whieh 1 !lal'l' Il.I'l'iH,d at cOllcCI'ning 

the village eOllllllllllities is, that, during the pl':mitive strngglc 
for existence., till'), IH'ro rxpamivc allu eiac<rie hodies, and 
these properties llIay he PCI'pctllated ill them fot" any time 
by had go\'crlllllcnt. Hilt tolcl'ahly good goycrnll1ent takes 
away their ab~orptiye ]lower by its inriil'c(·t eUeets, alld can 
Oldy restore it by direct illterpo.sitioll." (PI)' HIl . ltd.) 

These pas:cagcs, greatly as space has made it neces­
S:ll"y to curtail them, will help to sho\'\" to the inteIli­
g'l'ut reader (over ana above the eX:1l1lple they atl(m] 
of the sing;ularly artificiaL und va.l'iable nail1l'e uf the 
illea of o\\,1H'l'ship) what g-reat dillicultil's t1)(:: .E1lg'li~h 
GlJVel'IlIIH~Il( liaS to ell counter ill endeavourillg" to do 
jl1sticeto ea(,l1 and all in Illdia; nlld huw great ill­
j llstiee may lh:, amI has heeu, cautid by the litet that 
i:s lll('l"l' ap[Il'::lI'ance on tho scene destroys tlw Lalanen 
uf (:xi:,,;tiw . .\' f;ocial rei<ltiolls; tlmt "when all eiTIeial 
nppoiurc(l by a pO Wl'I'l'll 1 GOVCl'l1tllent acb UpUll the 

lOl}sC cOllstif ui ion of' a pl'im i ti \'0 soeiety, he crushes 
(lown all other c]ass('s, alld exalts tl~at to whieh he 
llillli'elf helollg's" (p, }.') I). 

Olll' tll'sice to profit, as much as our space permits, 
11y thE' pl'ad.ieal '('S-;OllS (t!ri\'ahlo fl'Om .i\lr. 1\laillC>'s 
l)ook, has letl to Oil!' (bing- hut i'icanty Justice to its 
relllarkulJlc: mnjl~, bJth itS a literary wo!'k anti us a 

I:lcries of in \'(.'sti g'a tiolltl of' the a1WiC'll t hi:'tory of' human 
f;oc:eh. But we InIlS/; at k'ast not omit io cidl aU('n· 

v 

tion to the cOllcllidillg' lecture: in\\' h i ell, from tile 
Jucts of Indian cxperiellce, a iluou of light i8 thrown 
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upon the ideas of an early state of society respecting­
commercial transactions between man and man, and 

especially respecting prices and rents; and upon the 
\\'i<lcsprea(111_-"~ bug-enduring' illtluellCl.~ of custom in 
the determinaiion ot' payments, a:'l wp1i HS lIpon tll(l 
particular points at which cOlilpetition, as a ri\'al 
principle, 11l'St come:'! in. Our :;pau: does not w11llit of 

our giving a summary of this lectllre, and we can 
only refer the realler to the ori~innl, conlidently pro­
mi:-illg' tl) ailY olle who SbHiil'S itj a rIch n~\VlU'(l_ 

The same hin(lrance prevents us from doiug morc 
than me1'(l ly l'd~!l'I'ing to tbe vcry few PO:llts on which 

\n,: flml OUl'sclvl.!s disscntill;';' in :lIly l'c~pcd from Mr. 
1\1 aille, auu w11 ich are q l\('stiollS of dejiJl ition [ind 

cla~t-lincilt,i()ll rather tluB of fact. Dia ~P:lCO permit, 
\ye should have somethIng' to say in behalf or Bl:ntham 
alHl A ui'itin (of whose extraordinary merits as philo. 
sophic jurists },Ir.l\IitiIW shows n, full appreciation) 
on It point 011 which .:'IiI'. Maille (1ill'cr.s frolll thenl 

(p. (is); alld again, in dl'l~'ncu of plllitical economists 
gellerally, in n'.~~·anl to a ehal'ge bJ'(Ju,.;ht against them 
jll tlJe COlll"lIH1ing ledllre (p. l\)(i), wlliell we do nut 

think will stalHl exalllinatiun. Hut thl'se ;;lllaU dir. 
f(~rellccs of opinioll, t.llOU!..i·h worth nuting', are Dot, at 
ll·:tst on the Pl'(,>'(,llt u('easjoll, worth enh'ring' lntu; 
and we will conclude by OIICC morc cCongratulating our 
reallers and olll','"'l'h"('s 011 the appearallcl' of a S(~CUllU 

hib'llly instructive wurk (to llc i()llowC'u, we hope, by 
many uther;;) from all author so etllinelltiy quaiilil'u 
for the departlll(~llt of pl,ilosuphical history which he 
has mttaC his especial !lolllaill. 
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A nOOK which sllOnld perform fOf Aristotle whnt 
the CtuLlWf of the present volulIIes had accom­

plisbed for Plato; which should contain un accurate 
and exhaustive account of allliis multifarious works, 
with a critical apPl'l'c·.iatiul1 of them, both f!'Om th~ 

philosophical point of view and from the historical; 
would be as we1eomc to philo::>ophen; amI I:Icholars as 

the work by whieh ~\lr. Grote expounded Plato to 
English renders; and would have becn, perhaps, evell 
more diiIiwit to execute with that thoroug'lme~s 
which alone \\"QuId hu,w contented. the eminent author. 
Seltlom has !l11y litprary undertaking given more C:.1u"e 

to lamellt the shortness of human life, and. the impos­
l5iLility or extcUl1iu~ lJ(!yond the allotted limits lins 
valuahle to mankind, thun this wurk, i.n its prc:'iellt 
unfillished conditiun, exhibits. For .::\11'. Grote's death 
was not, in the ordinary nw,ming of the word,IJl'cma­
ture; he liVl'U to the ripe ag-e or SCVl'l1tY-:5ix years; 
but this, his latest. production, down to the vcry 
chapter in which his pen was interrupted by filIal 
illlll'SS, shuw:-: an ulldilllinished vigour or infl'llect and 
perSU\'crailce of mental industry, which mise sad 
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thoughhi of how mnch good work he might still h:wo 
done, it' the merely animal :mll llutritive organs of his 
bodily fmme had becn capaulc of' as IOllg a p(>r~istency 
orliJ'c and health as the properly human organ, the r('a~_ 
s()ulng and thinking brain. Homem bering, llOWOVel', that 
tbis is 0l11y one amollg the many inherent imperiec~ 
tiuns of our cxi::<tcncc Oil earth, ana that a wurk \,f 
SUdl magnitude, commenced after the agor ur ~evellty, 

W<li'i exceelllllgly likely lIeyer to ue cClIllpleted, let us 
turn to the two g-oodly \"olul1lcS which are the result 
of the labours or those last years, and rather rejuice 

that so much hus becn givcn, aIlll this of so excellent 
a quality, tIlan mourn ove), what ll!ight have been if 
the constitution of human jifl' hall been different. 

Fur the work, though ullJinishell, is not a mcre 
fragment: a part ouly unite ta:-k 11:1s ll(~ell performed, 
hut wbat is uone is thoroughly (10llC; a portion only 
of the ground lias been covere<l, but what has bel!ll 

lJuilt on that portiun is a complete stl'lldure in itself. 
The acconnt of the lugi(:al writing'S of J\ristotle, and 
of his position as a thillker on logie, i:-; complete; and 

this includes, as is known, by fat' the greater part of' 
what is permanently valuable in his eontriljutions to 
the sum of human 1.::no\\·!l,d;,.\-e .. as (lisLinglli';]H!d fl'on1. 

the value, in an histul'ieal point of vic IV, of his SpC~Cll­
latiuJls, rC:';"Jn](~u as SLl~pi'j ill the lle,dupllicuL Dr 
human thought. In t.he naturnJ o1'lle1' ui'successiun, 

the pSYCllOll1gy anu mebphysil';'; (ullu,," athol' the logic; 

but oll the~e time was only gi\"ell to Mr. Grotl) to 
lnake a commencemcnt. Ouo chaptcr, ahruptly broken 
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off is all that lIe Iwd prepared on these sul~jeets to 
fUrllI purL uC Uw pn~:-,ellL treati:se. But as tin as 

regards the mere expo:-;itioll of Aristotle, apart. from 
criticism anll comment, the blallk il; ill a measure 
supplied. by a full ah~traet, und, in part, translation, 
of the six principal Looks of the 'l\[et:lpltyf'iica' (as 
well as of two book" of tlie 'De Cc:elo,' intimately 
connected with them), which All'. Grote 11ad made, as 
a help to hilllseH~ not for puhlic:ltiOI1, but ,,,hich i1le 
editors h:wc, very properly, pl'illt(~d in an appen(lix. 
An account of AI'istutl,/s psychology, eonhibuted I)y 
him in 18(JS to +},0. Ulird (,Ilition 01' Professur Bain's 

work, 'The Senses amI the Intened,' is also rC'print'l~d 
ali the In:st, c1)(1ptel' of the treutise. rIlle uppcnJix 
contains bvo other papers, also written If)!' two of' ::'IIr. 
B<lin's treatises, and thnc pnblish(~d, in which Mr. 

Grote gi \'l'i'i his "iew of' Ari~totlo' fol d')ctri lies re~pcetil1 go 
two uf the ]>I.'iucipal quefitiolls on tlw lJOnler ground 
between 1og'ie and m(>tapl1y~i('s. 011E' is thE' f111E'stion 
wll1eh was tho subject of his chief' controversy with 
Plato, the lIallll\) 01' GIIi,er:>u]";; the other j~ Umt ur 
:Fll'st Prillei pI os. .Bot It (~~sa'ys are as thorongh and as 
highly fiui:;hed afol allY part of tho treatise itself. '1'0 
these a.re now added c()lI1positions which, either wholly 
or in part, appear lor the first time-one, a correction 
of the mistul,(!s of' Sir \Villium lTamilbm resI)(!dill~ 
the J'elatioll of' Ari:-;totlo to what is called, by the Heid 
and Stewart sclwol, the plliJ()~o}Jlly 01' Common Sellse, 
of which philo~ophy Hamilton, on very insufficiellt 
grounds, claims him as an apodle; awl two short but 
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valuable pa.pers on Epieurus and on the St()ic~, some 
<LC:CULlllt of whom was to have been included in the 
work 011 Arititotlc, as the earlier Socratic sehool~, the 
::\fegarics, the Cyni,::,.;, and Cyrenaics (what little is 
known of them) were cllmprehencll'd in that. on Plato. 
The matter relating to A I'i:::totle in the appenuix, 
tog-ether with tIle lucid expm5itioll of some maiu puillL:s 

of' his doctrine in the two chapters which stand as 
parts of the work itself, arc a mo:-;t valllable cllJ)triou· 
tion to the knolvle(lge and und(~rstandillg of .Aristotle 
as :1 psychologist ami metaphysician, and will not only 
Iightf'n thl:' labou!' of "uch as may tato np t}w t:ulk 

after ),11'. Grote, but will llelp materially to guide 
them into the true path. nut the greatest value of 
the work will always reside in the part of it w!lich is 
completed, the analy~i" and appreciation of the 
treatises composing tIle 'Orgml0n;' a name und 
classification, it must be said, not of Aristotle's 
makillg, but introducl:tl by his commentators to dis­
tinguish the logical treatises, those 0)] the rules und 
method of philosopbizing', hom the far greatl:r num· 
bel' wllich aimed at setting forth some of tbe results 
of philosophy. 

'Vhen Aristotle is call!'!], not, withollt justice, the 
fonllflc1' of'logic, this is not to be ullllerstooc! solely of 
tho portion of logic with which hi:; naun: 1S ::;pedally 
id(:lltifieu., the doctrine of the syllogislli. Of this, 
however, he \Va;;: not only the great teacher, lJUt 
expl'etisly cbimc.l to be the creator. In one of the 
few passage~ of his voluminous writings which con-
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bin n dh'ret rcfel'cTleo to hjm~l·]f, Jle dedal'cs tl111t on 
L1I i:-s ~1I hjl:d llu hall llll ltvl P", Hln1 no precur:'ul's. 

Unliko rhetoric, on which tlwl'o existed a copious 
Lody ()ftheory amI precept, inherited ii'om pl'l'lh'eeSliOl'S 

anu accumulated by successive trauitiollS, ill dialectic 
(he SHYS)-

" 1 had to begin from the beginning, ancI to make g00l1 
the iirst step myself. rrhe pl'oce"s of syllogizing had never 
yet been an:.dy~ctl or explained by allY one; much less had 
allythillg been ~l:t forth abl)ut the dillcj'l!nt applications of it 
in detail. I wor],,:rl it Ollt for IllYH:lf, without allyasi'is­

tance, by Ion;.,;' aJl(l Iaboriolls applicuti{Jll .... 'rile Syllogi~m 
as a ~J-stem (Lud tllC'ory, with prec('pts fOllllucd Oll that theory 
fo" Demollstration and Dialectic, Iws ()J'j~illated llrst with me. 
Millc is t.he jjl'~t stcp, and therciol'c a ",mall OUC, though 
workccl out with mueh thOllg-ht :.l1\d ba]'(l labonr: it mnst be 
looked at as a firi't .step, nIH1 judged willI jJ;(lulgenee. You, 
my readers, 01' hearers of lily lectures, if yon think that I 
havc donc u;; mlJ(:h as can fairly lJC I'l'l]uil'cd for un initiatory 
start, compal'c([ with other more advanced dcpartmellts of 
theory, will :leknawlellge wllat I havc achieved, alld pardon 
what I hayc left for OtlICI's to accoIllplish."':\' 

In such modc'st terms does Aristotle Rpeak of what 
he had clone for it theory which, in tile juc1gmcllt even 
of so distu1lt an age as the present, he did not, ,if.; he 
himself says, mort']Y commCllce, but completed, so tilr 
fiS eornpJotcl)CSS NlIl bo aHil'med of il soicntillo doctrine. 
Thc theory, as it came from his han (Is, has proved itll 
i:luiticit'ncy by the practical rules \V hieh he grounded 
on it, and whIch huve lJecn found to cover every case 

• Grote, yol. ii. pp. 131-133. 
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and suffice for every purpose for wllich they were 
jntl'nded; and (except the easy a~lditioll of the hypo­
thetical syllogism) Dono of tho attempts that ha\'6 
be on maue, even by men of great lmowh~dgc \lncI 
ability (some of +.he TIlO"t notalJle of them in our own 
age), to give greater extension :md prcei~ion to the 
syllogisi,ic the(.ry, Imve been nl)10 to make g'uUll tlwir 
claim to any oflCr value than that of a :-:choo1 exer­
cise. Opillion, lndeell, has varied, during; tile two 
thousrmd and more JC'ars ibat separate us from 
AristutJe, Tespectil1g" the utility of ((iI.!/ 81.wh rules, nnd 
of' the syllogistic theory it~elf. Al'tor huving Leon 
long (leemed the key to all f;ciencc, it came to be ac­
counted a mere incumbr:lllce, awl has only of latc 
become a subject of rational es:imatiol1. All, how­
ever, that h3.s Uef'll discovered or invcntc(l by modern 
thought has not illvnlidated the claim of the syllogism 
to be a correct Analysis of the process of reasoning hy 
general terms-the operation which establi~hes a con­
clusion by showing that it COllles within the scope of 
a generalisation that has alreauy heen assented to on 
evidence deemed suffi(\ient; all(l tho rules groulllled on 
tbis analysis do all that rules can do to insure the 
correct. pp.rfornHllwfl of tho operatioIl: they point out 
the conditions requisite for correctness, and distinguish 
,vith scientific previ:-;iull Lhe lIIuue::; uf errur. It has, 
no uoubt, been E'-hown (what was never clearly seen 
until lately) that the syllogism is not really a process 
of illlerenee; all that there is of inference being com­
pleted in the induction from experionce which gaya 
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us tl1c grneralisation we syllogize from. The Fly1In­
gi,.tic pl'()(~'!SS 1111'1"<.·ly lIlai1ltains cOllsistcl1oy l)chvccn 

our gelleral theorems from expericllce a1)(l our palti. 
C!llar applicatiolls of it, and compels us to face tIle 
'whole extent of tlle generalisation which is necessary 
to justify our inCercnee in a given particular case. 
1Vhat is called Formal I .. ogie is the logic of consi:,;­
tenc,Y: amI consisicney is not ]1cccssmily truth, but is 
one of the most essential eOlltlitiou:, of it. A mastery 
of the R} l10gistic logic does Dot necessarily make a 
sound thiuker, bnt WlCS 1:'tr to'wan}" making a clear 
one; and a clear undert'tam1ing is already well ad~ 

v:lnced on the road towards soundlless. 
J3ut the merits of Aristotle in regard to logic ar.e 

not confincll within this, the narrow'cst aeccptation ill 
which the term is used; they extena to the widest. 
~rherc are IlOlle of the opprations of the intellect in 
the pUl'i'uit of'truth to which his services were not 
considerable. He cannot indeed be creditpd with lwing 
the permanent legislator of UllY of the otlLer dqitlrt­
meniis of logic, as he was of tho syllogism. Yat it 
will, we think, he found that he did as much for them 
as was compatible with the very early stage which 
scientific studies ltau then reacheu; for it was only 
after considerable trial of a11 the paths which lay 
open to ,t.hem, that mankind could discover whi(Jh it is 

that leads to the dC:-iired end. As Ari:-ltotle was fill' 
froill completing any logicul theory save that of the 
syllogism, so he dic1not claim to have originated any 
other. He says expressly that the inventor of de-
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finition uncl of ilHlnrtion wns Sncl':1tcs. "\Vlwt exactly 
it ,,,<.1,S which 11C intellded. hy these impressions to as­

cribe to Socrates, we arc reduced to gather mainly 
from other eyjtlence.\Ve know, hoth from the vivid 
dramatic rC'Pl'csentation by Plat,o of the lUol1C of dis­
cl1::l!:'ion practised by Socrates, and irom the direct tes­
timony of tIw more commonphce XCl1opl,on, that it 
mainly cOllsiste<l in attempting to asccrtain "what" 
l'adt oj' Lhe fad:; ur iJl~a:; "JJieh JiglJre jll the tulk of 

the market-place u.na in the ddibcration of the public 
asscmlJly "is;" or, In otl18l' \V(mJs, in 11 search after 

deiinitions. And tboug'h it is neither lOlOwn, nor at 
all likely, that any rules fur this invC'stigation were 
Juid down either by Socrates or by l)luto, most of tho 
J>latonic dialogues are practical exernplilications of it. 
In .1111'. Grote's opinlun/" 1,lw iuduction which Aristotle 
placed to the el'cdit of Socrates, was tho estaulish­
nwnt of dl'Jlnitions by gellerali:'ation from an cnu­
meraticln of particulars t rl'110 Platonic practjce of 
dietdill!! dUICIl to tho thing which iii the su~ject of in­
quiry, ,,'as regal'lll'tl by Bal'Ull a:i the nearest approach 
to a true method of jwludion to be found among the 
ancients, bcciwse it did not proceed by simple enu· 
meration, but by rrj('('(ioJlI.'8 eI e:J.'clllsiOJle8 dl'oila8-hy 
1111 equal scrutiny of the instances in which the thing 

"" GmtC', :i. 1 nr.. 
t It Jesen'C's mention. that Ari";1,otle ,jiotinetly prai8e~ Socrates f01 

hayiug nevC'r re,\,al'licll univeroald a~ haYing un eXlsb:lllCC of their own, 
a.>II'L ft-'JIll p:1rt:cularo. The' Ll<l;L~' of Plato were Plato',.; ,)lily, un­
(h.,.iy,-"l ii'om l:i0~1"ltCD. ~00 G l'uto, ii. lti;J, ll.uJ the p,,"""ugo there 
quvted. 
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sought was absent, ::lnd of tJlOse in wIdell it was pro­
SE·lIt. But Pluto practised thitl method only ill inCjuir­

illg illto cletinitiolls: GmI, in it.s application to that 
iJlVeiilig:rt.ioll, Arist,)tJe complt·tely appropriated it; 

the doctrine that a. dctin ition IllUBt bo pel' //I'iltl8 et 
diji'J'tldial)J being its theoretic generalisation, a.mi the 
Predicamontal Tree its puracligm. 

But Ari~totle had a much larger anu jnster concep­
tion of the J'nnet.iol1s of Inductioll than merely GIJis. 

He did for inuudiUll the nr:5t great th tnt;' that had to 
be done for it-tho only gml.t thing t.bat could be dOlle 

for it in the then state of science; ill doing which he 
had not, so far as we kuow, hec'll anticipated by 80-
crates, while in Plato he ]md his chief adver:5ury: he 
pointed out tllett induction is the ultimate ground and 
cviclence of all our knowledge. In syllogizing (as he 
explains) we argue downward from general truths; 
but the general. trnths whieh are tIle (;flXa; or ultimate 
premises of our syllogisms must be collected from 
pa,rticular experience. His practice, it must be ad­
mittt'l.l, S('ems to mo(lol'l1 cl'iti()" t,) have been often 

very insutficiently gov'~l'lled by hi" own doctrine; 1mt 
he \\<1S cOIl~j~lellt ill llph()ldjn~ the theory. And Ins 

recognition of'it docs the more honour to hi;;; philoso­
phical perspicacity. inasmul'11 as tlw only science in 
which, at the time wh,'ll ho liW,tl, allY C,)Jlsirlr>r:ahle 
achicv('Inent hao 1;:'cl1 mad\~, was mathematics; a 
seicllce ill whieh the ill(luctiom; that cUlU,titnte the 
first premises are truths so obvious and fu,miliar, that 
iL is pa.rticularly easy to mistake them lor mtuitions 

VOL. Y. N 
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directly apprehended hy the mind; a.nd they are, III 

iact, the example principally relictI on by tho1ie who, 
down to and in our own times, deny A ristotle's I)rill~ 
cip]e. In his eyes, however, the axiom::; laid down 
in geometry, an(i those implied in arithmetic, are 
merely the most obvious of our generalisatiuns ri'Oln 
observation. 'l'hey are all learnt, from ;;Cll!:'e: llot 

merely ~uggested by it to the mind, which aiterw::tl'dg 
perceive/:! tlJern to l'e:sL 011 a higher edtlew:e, hut ac­
tually proved hy sonse. If, by ono or the schools be­
tween which philosophy is still divided, this is im­
puted to him as an errol', the other, and in Oul' opinioll 
betier, school sees in it a fal'-8i~hteJ. anticipation of 
the ultimate verdict. of philosophy. 

I-hwing thus put imlnctioll in its proper place, as 
the foumlation an<1 eviuence of the truths from which 
all others flow, Aristotle does not inquire f1ll'tbcr into 
it, nor attempt to tind any scicntifi.c criterion for dis­
tinguishing f,;'ood illdndion from bud. II is mind does 
not seem to have travelled beyond tbe primitive con­
ception of inductiun, (1escribcd by lJawn as" Indudio 
per ennmerationcm slmplicem, ubi non reperitur in­
stantia contrariictol'ia:" amI he probably considered 
this snfficient for scicntiiie, as lie certainly did io)' dia­
lectic purposes; for, in the' TopictL,' he Jays it down 
that if one party in the discnssion produces it number 

of instances in support of 11 generalisation, and tho 
other party is Ullil1)lo to produce any jn contradidion 
to it, he must be held to admit it. That A l'istotle 
shouhl not have seen hi::! way to the scientillc te.:;ts of 
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correct atHl incorrect imluciion, will not be ~urrri!'ing', 
if wv COllt;i{ll'r tllllt those ic:'it" arc all t4"ronnded upon 

the univer:;ality of the Law of Causation, Hnd that 
this ulliver~'a1ity was not known 1101' admitted in 
Aristotle's time, nor con~idered by !Jim admissible. 
That the sau]() phmlOmena alwayl'l, without exception, 
reappear wh('nf'\'I~l' a. (If'terlllin:de set of eonaitiom; is: 
eX:lutly realised, was a t,ruth which lwu not dawnetl 
upon his mind; nor hall Lbe lUlUwJedge of nature, 
whieh at that ('ar]), period had bpen acquired, as yet 
established this llllifunnity of sequeJlce as an universal, 
but only as <1 parlial truth, AJ'istotle not olll.r be· 
lien,d that some of' the srrpH'Ilcl':' Irhiub we: now ca'!l 
laws of mtiul'() are trno invuriably, and other8 only 
for the mo:,:t part, bllt admitteu as positive cau~e::o in 
llaturo two ugeneies of \vhieh lIniie,rmity coukl not 
in any sell~e be prcllicated, TUX1/ aml TO al},T{lJl~rl)l', 

chunce anu spolltaneity, I t_ can :'\urpl'ise no OllC that 
when the iirst basi~ of seiontitiLj indudiou, the COll­

shl1wy of the course of 1l<lture~ ha<l been::;o impel'fectly 
laid, the rul('s :llId te;;ts of induction wllich have been 
built upon that ba,.;is artl)r il-s soundness Lad bOI'll 

provcll by three centuril:~ or the sucf.:essful applica­
tion of ilHllldiuJ1 to snlJLeds of ever incl'easiug intri· 
cacy allel cOlllpJiea,(I()I1, could llut hl~ aI'l'i,'ed at by divi· 
lmtIOI1. It lS Tlnt., hd\\",~\'el', q,-tit<: i,10 o])vious why 
Aristotle coulclllot. have H~l'n as much of tho matter 
(I:; BaCUll "aw; fur Bacull abo lived at a time wIlen 
physical Heience ha<lmuue few of its Illudern aclJievc· 
monts, and such of them as it h .. ul lllaJe (tllOse of 

N 2 
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Galileo)he Sf'ems to have been ignorant of. Accordingly 
Jlacon, TIl) more than A ri:'itotlc, ",vas (1bk, by bis mere 

s:lgacity, to arrive at the true rules and tests of induc­
tion. Hut he did, by tllat rare sagacity, perceive 
that snell te~t~ and rule~ must be grounded on the 
~lpplication to the investigation of natme, of that 
cOl1lparif'on of afIil'nlative and negative instances to 
discovpr their point of difference, which Socrates and 
Plato had introduced and Aristotle had acloptcd fur 
tbe investigation of definitions and 10r that on1'y. 
It may i'Cell1 a great derogation from Aristotle'::" reach 
of thought tilat he should have left it to Bacon to 
make thi:,; step. J3ut we SllOUlU consider that though 
Bacon had no experience of the success of the modern 
induction, he lInd two thousand yeilrs' experience of 
the fuil urc of 1be ancient. There had by that time been 
ample evidence that tho result,; H1'l'iveu at by spon­
taneons !!cneralisution from the instances which first 
Ofl0l' thclnspll-us, at'() ]lot to be reliNl OIL Sueh l'eliance 

was still adlllis~il)le in ATistotle's time. For he was 
t he wry JirsL \\,]10 pu L thaL pri III i t i ve 11ll1ul:liull upun 
its proper trial, by usillg it sy,temiLticnlIy for scientific 
purposes; making a va:-;t collection of such facts or 
reputed fads 11'; he could IJrocure, and trying what 
conId be dOlle in the way or dired gellel'ulisation from 
them. Tho nood of u, mo1'O Ul'tfnl method of induc­
tion was not likely to be felt until after the natural 
mode was seon to have ihiled ; alld it was the failure 

of tllat mode, atter an mnple trial by Buell it Illall as 
.A ri~:totIe, to establi:·dl (:cJllclusions that w() uld stand 
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the test of practice, that awakened Bacon, anu not 
him ,tlonc, but illl the mo,-;t ,Hh-an':ed miIHb ill ,Ill il,.;e 

of renewed intl~llectu:ll activity, to the need of (l 

safer and morc penetratjn~ inductire method.. 
'1'11ese consitleratiolls ought to be burne in min(l in 

judging of the nnmerOl,S cases in which A l"istuilp's 
particular RpoculatiollS IIlLYO tho nppeal':tnCG of' bt.'illg' 

false to his own fundamental priuciple, that all know­
ledf('c is clcl'iveu from ~'xperiellce. In~ll'. Ijcwes silJUo].:: 
011 Aristotle (a work, so iill' as the pres(,lIt writcl.'s 
lmowledgc ofAl'istotle enahl(>s hir)} to ,indg'(', of' exem· 
phry 1:1i1"1)('SS ; lmt \\'hie11 , ilJOlIgll warmly al'kllll\\'I(>(l~~·. 
ing the great genius of A]'i~t()tle, yet, dealing chic'fly 
with llis crulla phy:-;ieall5pecnlntioll", nnavoi,hL.Jy gi\·cs 
a much strong'l'l' ll'cliug- of his def't:<.:rs than of his 
superiority), there am to be found al)ull(1a.nt cxamplt:s 
of cOllclll:-;ions <lrawll Ily him from pl'cllli:':es Wllich, to 
our eyt's,do not i',pcm gWllllclcd on c'X]>eriellcc at all, but 
on what he himself speciall'y W;l]']]S otiwl':; :l~:lillst­
precollccptiDus origillatill~·. ill the mind. 'Ve (loubt 
not, however, that Aristotle, if these a:';sllrl1ptions h,Hl 
been (]ucstioncd, \Yuuld ll<lye unbesibi.in!,;'ly claimed 
for them the charadeI' of i]l(lmtiolls {rum experiellce. 
To take one instance: he frequently a~sumcs as .1 

principle from wllie;} conelusiol1s may legitimately be 
dJ'UWll conen'nin:-;' fads, thai: I1ntul'C nlw!tyt3 alllls at t.ho 

best. Xothing, in<1ccll, can he less scientiJic, or less 
suppoj'h~ll by a tme lmowlcclg'CJ of natul'e, than tlJi~ 
generali:mtioll; but Aristotle would have harlllO dim· 
culty in citing as cvidl'l1ce of it, among other fads, all 
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tlJOse adaptations (so far as t.1len ascertaillcd) on wl1ich 
,niters on nllturnl theology im>il>t ItS marks of henevo­

lent cle:-ign; and thoug-h he must have known ormany 
filets appmentiy pointing the other way, he could not 

then know how deeply that. other way pemtrates into 
the most intimate cOll:,;titution of nature, aIHl doubtless 
belieyetl that they all aUllIittctl of explanations which 
wou1<1 reconcile them with the theory. The example 
we have cho.~cn is a rather peculiar one, untl we often 
fill<1 him building conclusions upon premiHcs the COll­

nection of which with observe<1 fact is, to modern 
apprehension, fat' more di"tant; hut we still find him 
proceedin;; on SOlne analogy, 01' apparent analogy, to 
~()me of tho experiences of f'leme. These are not 

gronnds on which he can fiLirly he charged with aban­
donillg' his fundamental principle. natheI', this mode 

of proceedillg' f'cems the inevitable first stage of the 
attempt to make a broad and far-l'eaehillg application 
of'the pl'illC.·jplf!. For it is now w(·l1 llndi·r,.;t.o()d tll;lt. 

~cience docs not urlvance by the mere collection of 
llllILt'rials, lmt l)y usillg Ulelll, as i~lSL as collected, in 
the construc:tioll 0[' prO\'if'ional gen('rali~ations, fitted 
to give a uefinite dirretion to fmther inquiry, and 

them::.elves destined, acc()l'diug: to the l'e~u1ts of fresh 
inc[uirv, to l)e cOlTeetel1, limit cd, or totalh- abUl)doncd. 

u • 

The' first "et of proyj"jollul g'onemlisutiom; were 

n:lttll'ally and rl'Opl~r1y drawn from tile most obvious 
Htds. Ut'llcraiisnti(l!! "ex his tantumlllotlo qme 
pl'fei-ito sunt Pl'olll1llcians," so ueseryedly comlenllled 
by Bacoll as the final method of scientific procedure, 
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is quite legitimate at. its first stnge; and if the pro­
visional charader of the gr:l1eralisations was lost sight 
of, ancI they were mistaken for proved truths, the 
responsibility does not lie with Aristotle, who took 
the greatest pains t,o (>11 lflrgp: t,hn stock of facts, and 
who certainly neither dreamed nor desired that his 
speculaLium; ::;llOulJ be accepted as infidlible. It is 

true, he can Imnlly have imagined holV very fitr his 
generalisations would prove to be from a genuine in­
terpretation of' nature. :Fo1' he did not know, nor did 
anyone then know, that the most familiar parts of 
nature tLl'O often tho most intrioato anti complex, amI 

that there arc lIone of which the ultimate laws difter 
more wiuely from anything which first appearances 
give indication of. 

Neither let llS greatly blame Aristotle for not having 
more cflxcfnlly sifh~(1 the eviclmle(~ of his facts. It is 
charged against him that in the natural history of 
fbhes, fur exalllple, he sets down 118 fa.cts wlmtcycL' 

were told to him as such by fishermen, some of which 
Were real results of ob::;ervatie,n, while otllCrs were 
mere popular sup:>l'stitions; bllt he had, mostly, no 
means of distinguishitlg" the OllO from the other. He 
was furced to receive a great proportion of' his lnf()J~. 
mation on trust. The age of scientific ;:;peci,dish: had 
nut yet arrivetl. Had he devoted his time, like iHr. 
Buckland, to a careful personal ob~el'vation of the 
character and habits of iis\h's, he would have become, 
without doubt, a very remarkable ichthyologist; but 
could he h<1ve written eVen the Hi;:;tvl'Y of Anim,ds, 



IS4 GIWTE'S ARISTOTLE, 

not to mention Ule Ol'ganon, the Eth,c)l" 01' the 
lthetoric? III his <lay, tlw greatest !'crvice which any 
one could do to pll,Ysi(!ul science, was to make the 
largest possible colledioll of physical facts) and to link 
them together even by conjeeiure, leaving it to the 
future to eliminate th()~e which the more attentive 
Oh5el'Vution thus directed to them did not, contil'tn. Aris­
totle dicl this, with an illdu;;:tl'Y and often an intolli. 
genee descrviug high praise; nor is it imputablc to 
him that a dictum of hi" caille to be thought, 1),Y a 
succession of generations, better evidence of truth than 
the use of their eyes. 

Intimatc']), cOllnected with his opinion respecting 
the lOUlldati'Jll of all (Illl" know ledg'e in sell;:liLle cx­
perit'net" is his vic\v of' the nature of Universals; 
which excited mo]'e intc]'e~t and more Jiscussion 
amol1g' tllO:,e who sllceceded him tlla)] his doctrine of 
Induction, alld contrilJUtcd most to make him be COll­

~idcred a;;; the found(~r and chief of the school of 
sl:'nsible experiencc, ill opposition to tIle l)latonie or 
Healistic-ldealist sehool. Plato, it is well known, 
g"W() great promi)]cncc ill rnany of hi~ principal Dia­
logu?s, to the l1odl'in(', tlHlt all individual and sensible 
objects beiIlg in a perpetual process or ehange, ne.·er 
beill!), but always o(,(:()}lIill,r;, there could be 110 know-
1pdsc, 1n any tnt." !''-',1l>'8 u\'the t.'2l'nl, of t,Lem, \)Ut only 
of cet'bill arehptypes (.1' l'\}j'}IlS, (:ugJli~able by intellect 
alulle; nJ.idl IUl"Ill~ are the attriiJlIl '::'i'o ill tlluil' eOIll­
pldcne:-.s, an illlv,~rreet scmbbnc(: or \\'1\\c\l we n:t'og­
nille in the Lest objects of sense. Thc:;e Pvl'lns (called 
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by him Ideas, i~l(H, one of the Greek equinl1ents of 
form) had, aecol'uing to him, :t sepamte eX1:;tcllce of 
their own, lluite apart from ::;l'n~e. The guds lived ill 

the constant contemplation of them, which was only 
possible to the human mind after 11 thorough training 
in philusophy, and could be complete Oldy in a life 
after death. rl'lle:-:e were the only real Eniia. or 
beings; the world of t'5CllSe was something half-way 
between l~lltit'Y alHl Xl)11-1~lItit.Y' Duch is tit\.: doctrillc 
re:-;pecting Uuiversahi which is call1·d, ana justly 
called, Plutoujc; thongh 'platu :tiSIJ left very lorcible 
statements of its dillieulties, and the old(~diol1s to 
which it was liaLlc ; templed, hOWl'Vl'i', with the ueclu.ra­
tion tlmt ill >:pito of :til tlwso, II II k'''''' tllG ililetrinl' is 
atlmitted, 110 kllowledg'[} is pos;-;ihlo. Against this 
theory Aristotle earries 011 all ulIn:luxillg l'0h~lIJi\.:; 

and give:-;, in (,011Sidl!rable detail, his rea~ons 1'01' rejeet· 
ing it. But, being- a constructive us well as a critical 
thinker, he :-;ets up a counter the~)]'y. Accordil1g'to 
this, mdividulll obiects of sense insteurl of not being' 
Entia at ull, arG so 11lQr(> ~pt'ci:llly and in ~t fuIlet· 

degree than uny other things. He calls them, and 
them alone,Eirst Substance:'. Genera amI ::;l)t'cil"~ 

are :-.uhsta,nces ah;o (Second Sllh::-bIlC(,:-;); but not. ~elf­
existent, like Plato's Forms; on the COll irary, lw 
dcni,!s them all existence, except in. and as implicllh·d 
with, some First Substance. Attribute:-, though also 
included among Elltia, cuuld :-;till ll,.,s he admitted to 
have a separate existence. \Vit.hout going the length 
of the ~ominalist doctrine, which holds nothing to be 
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unh'ersal but m.m0~, Aristotle takes up a middle posi. 
tion, tmalogouh to that of tho modern l\mccptualists; 

but dill"cring from them in this, that whereas they 
tonsic1er Ullir0J'sals as notions in the mind, muuc up 
hom the wOl'ld of sense hy the intellect itself through 
a process of abstraction, Ari~totle rC3'arued them as 
having a real external (lXistE'llrH; as (lilly r)('f(~l-'i\'I-'(l, 

not made, by the intellect; perceived, 110 \V <.\ \'01', not 
a" independent entities, but as iwscparablc clements of 
the objects perceived by sense. The antagonism 
between this theory allel IJJato's, tho two doctrines 
placing the seats of 0 bj edi vo real ity a.t opposite poles. 
the one in indiyiulluls, tho other 111 the highest gene· 
l'aliiios, account,; {or the charact~r tU.;~i8'llOd to AriiOtotla 

or bei11g tho heau anu front of the a p08teriori, as 
PJato is held to be of the a priori metaphysic:;. 
But it is noticeable that in the hands of the sehool 
that. predominated in the Micldlc Ages, who assuredly 
looked up to Aristut1e with an alll1o~t servile defercnce, 
Ilis pllilosopl1Y grow into a wcll-delineu system of 
Healism, from whicIt it \vas rescn'cd to thinkers of <t 

much later uate to clltallcipate thonght. l\1r. Grote 
was of opinion that. this misiutel'pl'etation, as lie eon­
I:'idercd it, ,vas in a lrIC;lSUl'C OWillg' to the very imper­
fect possession of Aristotle's writings by the early 
Middle Ages. In a private letter quoted by the 
ec1itors in their }ll'e/:tcc, >Ii Mr. Grote suys that he 
shoulu Le aLIo to show "how much the impl'oved 
v iews of the (1 ucstion oj' Lui ver:,;als delJcw.leu. on the 

'" lheface, p. vii. 
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fact that more and more of t110 wOl'ks of Ari<;;totle, and 
l'l!tter texts, became hnown to .A.lhcrtml 1I1ugnllf;, 

1'1 10 III m; Aquinas, aml tll(~il' St1('COf::-iOl':-:. During tIle 
centuries immediately sueecccling' Hocthius, nothing' 
of Aristotle, except the C~lt('gqries una the treati.~e 

De Intcrpretatione, was known, allil these in a Latin 
translatiOll. ~I()st fortunately. the Catf'gorips wa!'l 
nc\'or put out of sight; and it is there that the 
doctrine of SuL:'5tulltla !) .. ·illliJ. IStnnJ./5 dearly pro­

chimed." 
Hut though tbe doctrine of ~ubstantia Prima, in 

the book on the Categoric!', tIlOroughly excludes 
Illato's form of realism, that of Substantia Secunda, 
wll iell is tllOl'C (lOlil hinetl with it, nil'vrdcd a basis on 

which it W;1S pOJ:lsible to crect another realistic doctrine. 
Lniversals, as understooll by Aristotle, were not 
indeed, like Plato's, e;l'Ira rem, but they were in re, anll 
not soldy in the co;;ni1iing mind. The difference, no 
doubt, was great between the two doctrines. As con­
ceived by .Ari1itotle, universals would perish if there 
were no parti(mlars to lm:clieatc them 01':-

"'l'hc subjcct,* or }'irst Substance, which can never become 
a predicate, i" established aiS the indispensable ultimate sub­
ject for all predicates: if that disappears, all predicates 
disappear along with it. 'I'he Particuiar thus becomes the 
keystone of the arch whereon all Universals rcst. Aristotle 
is indeed careful to poi nt out a gradation ill tbese predicates: 
some nl'e Cs;,clltiul to the imLjcet, u.nd thus approach 50 near 

to the First :Substance that he call:> them 8eeond Substances; 

'" Gl'Jte, ii. 263. 
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other~, ann the most in nUll ber, arc 1J at tlJt1s essential; 
thcz,o last nrc Coneomitnnts or Aeeidcllb, [lml ~umc of them 

fall so much short of complete :Entity, tlJ:Lt he describes 
them ns ncal" to Non-Entia. But all of them, e:5l1cmiu'\ ur 

unessential, ate alikc constituents or appendages of the First 
Subl5tance or Particular SuLject, <Iud lune uu rectllLy .iu auy 

other character." 

This was a grf'at advance on the <lochine, that the 
only reality, and the only possible subject of science, 
exists in a sphere altogether apart from pal'tieulars ; 
and it did not, like that, cultivate a disdain of the 
physical detail>: among which lies the only real road 
to the discovery of the laws of n:lture. ' But the 
admissiun uf general substances, though only as em· 
bodied in individual substances, gave a loop-hole 
through which, in another shape, the realism which 
is a natural outgrowth of the human mind cou1u creep 
in; and a worlu of argument and discussion was 
found necessary again to dislodge it. The tendency 
to believe that a real thing is signified wherev~r 
there is a real word, was in this instance favoured by 
some of the leading dodrines of Aristotle in meta­
physic proper: especially by two distinctions, which 
run through all hi8 'Philosophin. Prima'-tlw ana­

lysis of' every object of perception 01' thought into 
two ingredicnt5, Mattl:r <l.1Il1 Furm, a11(l the cognate 
distinction between Potential and Actual being; the 
matter of a thing being only potentially the thing, 
until the superinduction of the form makes it a.c.tually 
1:50. 'rhese forms. which he does not call i~iuI, like 
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thm;e of Plato, but ~T6r;~ and ,,,hich are in rea1ity the 
attJ'ibutc~ of ol)jects .. are thus tIle aetu:ll f']'PfltOJ'S of 
oltiects as they exist in fJlnA~xdd or complcteducss; 
and thifJ attribution to forms of' it kind or acti\c jJuwer, 

made it diflicult to avoid l'er;al'c1ill g' them as substnn· 
tive entitie~: whether exist,mg- outside the individual 
thing 01' only in it, seeming- fbnn tlmt point of view 
to be of little cOllsequenee, Indeetl, Aristotle actually 

makes it one of his repl'oaehes against Pbto's Ideas, 
that from their immobility in themselves, and com­
plete severance from in(li vidual bodies, they eould not 
have a movin o' force whereby anvthinO' can be made 

~ , • J 0 

to become; \yl~l'eas his ~I81J. were actual causes. 
The real expulsion of the ohjective existence of 

universals from philosophy was left to bl' effected by 
the i\ omin,di8t ScllOollllen, towards the end of the 
Middle Ages: since which the only dispute remaining 
open is between the pure Nominalism of Hobbes, and 

the Conceptualism of Locke and Brown; the one 
seeing' nothing in general llatllCS but, a collection of 
]'est~mbliIlB' ()hj('(~ts :Inl] a wlml; tllH othC'l' superadding­

a menbl represenbtion, called un abstract idea, a 
general noiivll, or a concept. N cvertheless, though 
Arislotle did not fillally 8ccomplish the work, he will 
alwtl,Ys be honourably recognised as the thinker who 
beg'an it; the first who saw that knowledge begins in 
particul.a.r.i, and rises ii:Olll them to the universal, and 
t,hat. our knowledgH of univel'~nl~ is but the knowledge 

of something whidl exists in the particulars, some 
pujut which a number of pal'ticular:s have in common; 
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the fil'flt, theref01'e, who diverted intellect from the 
path which could only lead, and did t'01' ages lead, to 
making phjlosophy a jingle of mystical abstractions, 
and turned it into that better path which lands Uti at 
the goal of a truer philosophy, the most general and 
comprehensive expression of real facts. 

In the remaining branches of logic. those which 
relate to proposltioJ1f', alld to the modes of signification 
of terms, the sorvices of Aristotlo 'wel'e less signal, 
but not less indispensable. Before him, the expres­
sion of the operatiolls of the mind in language had 
scarcely received tho merest cOmmt'llCement of logical 
analysis: ,vo see by Plato that technical term~ did 
not y(;t. ('xi!-:t. ~V(m f()J,t.hp. slIl1jPp,t lind pl'I,(lil':lt.P. of II 

proposition, still less for the diHereuces of (so-cttlled) 
(luantity and quo:tlity 1n propoliitions, the equiYilknce 
or non-equivalence of diJl'erent forms, and the modes 
of opposition amollg propositions-a sure proof that 
these distinctions, elementury u~ they are, had not 
yet excited suHicient attention to have Jell to their 
being generalised. Even .Pl~~to, as Mr. Grote points 
out,:I« shows a curi,ms want of perception of sOllie of 
them; and his prcd(!cessol's <llld some of his cotem­
pOl'aries were cuiang-Iell ill many puzzle's, which would 
luwe becn puzzles to no one to wbom these di:-;tinc­
tiol1S were j;t1niliar, but from \V hic11 they could fllld 
no means of extrication but through SOIllC palpable 
absurdity. It is impo;-;sible, without some knowledge 
of the early speculat.iom; of mankind before their 

'" Grote, i. HI£;. 



GROTE'S AHISTOTLE. 191 

simplest. lo~ical jn::;trnments were dnly fa:-;1iione(l, to 
nppreciate the deLt due to those who first ,gave to 
such of those instruments a~ arc now the most fa.u-lilin,r, 
t.he precision which fits tllCm for their work. This 
merit may justly be claimed i()r Aristotle, in respect 
to almost an the terminology and dist.inctions offorrnul 
logic. Of the" positive the'or), of' Pl'opositions which 
we read in llis treatit-;o Do Iutcl'pl'etatiolle," Mr. Grote 
rcmar ks : OJ< 

(( It is, eo fm' as we lmow, tl)(~ first posHive theory thereof 
that was ever set out; tho jirst attempt to cla;;;si(v proposi~ 
tiotls in such 11 monUCl' that u lcgiti mute A~d:'liha8i8 cou1cl be 
assigned to each; the first declaration that to each afTirma­
tive propo5itiotl there bc\onp:cd one appropl'iate negati.ve, 

ar~d to each negative proposition one appropriate eounter­
aillrlllatin:, and OIle ouly; tilt:( curlic,;,t effort to con::.iruct a 
theory for this pUl'l>ose, such as to hold groulld against all 
tlle puzzliug questiolls or acule l1i~pulaHtJj. The dear deter­
lnination of the Anlip1iruis in each' case-the distinction of 
Contradictory antithcsis from Contrary antithesis between· 
propositions-this was an important logical doctl'ine never 
advanced before Ari"totle; and the importallce of it becomes 
manifest when we read the argumellts of Plato and Antis­
thenes, the former oycrleapi Ilg and ig'IlOl'i ug tIle contradictory 
opposition, the latter maintaining that it was a process 
theoretically indefensible. But in ordcr that these two modes 
of antithesis sllOu[rl he clearly contrasted, each with its 
proper characteristic, it was rcyuisite that the (1i~tinction of 
qllantity lJctwecn dilt'erent propositions should abo be 
brought to ,iew, and comidcred in conjunction with the 
distinctiou of quality. "Until this was Jane, the Maxim of 

., Ur0te, i. 106. 
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Contradiction, acniccl by some, could not he 8hown in its 
true force or with its proper limits. Now we fiml it done, 
for the first time, in the tl"catise hcfol'c us. Here the Con­
tradictory alltithe"is (oppo~itioll both in quantity and LJuality) 
in which one pro}lo;;itioll mllst be truc and the other false, 
is cOlltl'asted with the Contrary (propositions opposite in 
quality, but both of them uni\'cl"sal). Aristotle's terminolo,'!'Y 
is not in all respects fully developed; in l"<'gard, c~pecially, 
to the quantity of pl'opositions it is less aJvanccd than his 
own later treatises; but from tho theory of tho Do lutel'­

}lrctatione'~ all the distinctions current amoug later logicians 
Lllke their )"i~e.)J 

It is another service of Aristotle to Jo~ic, that he 
was the fin;t t·o treat bl'gely <tllcl syt-;tf~1I1n,til'ally 01' the 
tllnhiguiti\ls of terms; ttntl (though llOt. ll11frl'(PlPlltly 

misled by them hilll~elf') made [t praeiiee, through all 
his writings, of uj~lillgui:;llillg' lhe varivus :-IellSeS In 
which the pl'illcipal terms of philosophy \vere used, 

* Mr. Grote cannot he repl'ehentled for caLin,'4' Aristotle'R writing~ 
by the llUllH)S by whi(~h bey are (;urrcllEy known. Y l'i ~\lrely it i:; 
time that the mistruns]utioll J)e I;liN),',('/I1I;""/fJ Hilo'Jld be b;tnishe,t, 
and tbe treatise r..pi EPP.7jVfill~ ;;houlJ lJo kllOWll by ;t8, pl'oper ,kliig'mj,­
liuu, I)~ LJ'nnfl"i,rU01H:', ,There in .::lot H.I :...:;,illi .. :;lc WOl'J ulJont lut.lJrpl"ettL­

t.i,m in the whole lreati,;c; alld the Hse of thut name fOl' it is It 
puzzle to lel\1"Il'cl'~, and it snnre foC' thoNe who would I.e thut;ght to 
know more auoui it than tDCy do: as we ~('e by nw IIWII1)/I'i~~ 1./(Li.;an­
tel'/e or Swi:'t. in the' 'rille or a 'I'u b,' w hertl he ~ll Vd tlwt Lord }'eter 
ba(l I'tml;"d tho wor1~ "r J\ri,cull", awl l"lwCi,tlly thitt wondel'fill 
treatise' De IlltelTJl'etaiiono: which t('nch,s its readers to find a lIIoan· 
iug in cv('rythh'g except itBclf. Til Lidd,t,;[ amI ::;('otr.~ Greek Lexic<m, 
the nle:'l.lli]lg'~ a~~ip'IlCa to fPP.17vfl)(O are, " to be an in1.~lr!)l',·tnr, -to inter­
pret: hence io ("~·l}j·f;.'iS, ~l£J;e Hfl(?r((n(:~:. ir}: to cxplaiE, llUl.kc elear." 
The :;ep.ou,{ signiiit:ation, that of expressing, 0, giving utterance to. a. 
fn.ct, 01' thought, is the ollly lIlc<willg' in wllich die term or it,; deri­
vatives could possibly be employed to designate a treatioe 0;] 1'1'0-

positiolls. 
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and even diRcrinrinatin~ hetween meanings that are 
wholly diHel'l!llt and thoso which !H'C connected by 
some tie of analogy with ono another. Of this last 
ui:,tinctic)]l he make;-; J'l'c(1I1ent u:-;o in the gelloralities 
of his pllilosopllY. }'01' exalliple, he says that EllS, or 
Being, though predienLlo of all t.he categories (suL­
stance, qualltity,qlla1it.r,&(~,) if; not prl'aie:ltecl of them 
as a genus is predicated of its nlrious species, in ono 
uncI the f'um e SCll.3e, b tIt yet, ]Jot in scw;es w hully un­

cunnected with one another. .A quality, for instance, 
is not a Being' in exactly t he same sense:ls a Suhstance 
is; it is called a Heilig' by a kind of' nnalogy: and 
some Beings, thc'reforo, mily be, llnd are, more or less 
J~ejng,;: tlnm otlll..!l's; los:; fnlly JJ"'illO't1, Boillg's in ib less 

c0l1lpI(~te dogrue. In conllection with this, let. us 
ll1ellLlUli LlmL, a~ Mr. Grote points out, :I( A l'istotle in 
some degrc(~ anticipatell the acute remark of Hobbes, 
iil'~t, brought jnto its dUL: position of importance by 
James :Jlill, rcspeeting- the duuble meaning of to be; 
" first, per 1:1(', as mcaning' existence; ncxt, relatively, 
as Ilcl'iorming' tlJe flllwtion of copula in pret1icaiion ... 
We may truly say Homer is a pod" (copula), "but 
we cannot truly say HOllier i8" (exi~teuce). "He 
tells us, iureply either to Plato or to sOllle othel' C011-

temporarie:::, that though we may truly say lYoJl-Lo8 
e8t opinobiie, we cannot truly say ]l.0Il-};,"118 {'st, because 
the real meaning of' tho fir"t of these propositions is, 
J\'(!il- {;'tl8 cd opillrtbiie 1101l £'88e." 'Ve ~ee in some of 
rlato's dialugues what an amouut of verbal fallacy, 

• Gl'otll, i. 181·2. 
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iled even of genuine perplexity, arose from inatten­
tion to th is douhle menning', 

In the Look on the C,lte,c:'ories, Entia or TIeing!,;, in 
the large extension which Aristotle allows to the tcrm 
(an extension inc]uc1ingwhatevcl' can be thought or 
~po](en about affirmntively, llllc1 excluuing, if allY thing, 
only l1€'gativc:-;), Ufe (1it'till~uishC'a, and :lnangcd lmitor 
heads; but only in ref'p(~ct uftheil' capacity oj'enierillg 
into a propositiou. One kiwI of}:ns, tho individual 
object or Substantia Prima, is unfit to he predicated 
or anything except itsc·lf, awl can cuter into a propo­
sition only as a F-nhjcd. Gellora aml Species, 01' 

S'~e()nd Substances, Illny be IJi'cdicates as w('ll as sull­
jccts; and they, as well as all th(, other Categ'oril's, 
communicate somo spe(:ial kind of illf()l'm~lti()n l'l':-;pect­
il1g the subject ofwhich they are predicated. Suu~tallce 
is the answer to the questioll, lV/1fl1 is it. Quantity 
to How great is it. (~nality Of Ida! 80rt is it. Ad 
alifJuid, or Hclutioll, to "\Vhat character has it in 
reference to Romethillg else. Awl su with tIl(' ot.her 
Clttcb'orics"'hcre, \Vhen, PustUl'O, Ihcc}S or E(Jllip­

ment, Action, and BL'ing adell upon. 'l'Iwl'e has [)('('n 

an endll'ss HmOllnt or wl'itill:! iur, l1gainst, Llml ill 
explanation of, th€' vali(lity of this eLt~siflc.lti()Il, ::\11'. 
Grot.e, while himself criticizing- it frum the )Joint of 
vi(~w of the Eclati\'ity of (tlt human kn()\Vblw~, (l(·I'I'l1(lR 

it, llc,t ,yithont SllCC('f;:-;, ag'aill::..t ~OlllC of' tllC minor 
critici::om:s which lJo.1VC heen made by (.Lllwng- other,,,) 

toe present writer. The best which can be flaid in 
favour 01 it will be fl)ullIl in the acute work of .Or. 
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Franz Brentano, on the different, mranings of ens 
accon]ing- to Arist()tle ;.1< a book oih,u t:ileLl auu highly 

appreciated by l\Ir. G mh:. Dr. ]3renlano attempts to 
detect the logical proee~s, ncrer stated 1y Aristotle 
hims(>lf. wh()rehy he was ]vd to c()n~titute precisely 
tho~e ten Categ"uries ; and thoug'h (as :iVlr. Grote thillk~) 
lIe may not have praYCd tliat Al'i~totle really did reach 
them by tllat path, he has ltlldollbte1l1y shown th:.tt 
they might have been so renchI'll, ~Uld that the clas;;;i­
fication admits of a "alid dei'ence from the Aristotdian 
point of view. Dr. Brenb.T1o has u];;o, we thiuk, com­
pletel Y Ilroved (\\' hat has t"ometi Illes beeB den ied) tilat, 
although, in till' seh('me of the Caiegori('s, the i\le~t or 
pl'edication was pre\lominant, Ari,totle (1id also regard 
them as HIe SUlllma Gl'llvn\, ill a classiiication of 
Thin~H. To have mado tll(~ first aUempt at It classifi­
cation of Thin6':'l in genOl'al in their logical aspect, 
external realities and mental abstractions taken 
together, was ::;0 cOllt:idernLlo a step, tlw.t one may 

morc justly wonder that its defects are not greater, 
than at. their being 80 gTvnt as th~'y are. The detailed 

dis\:ussion of the se\,(~J'al Categories brings out various 
Il1'openies and dild.illctions whidl :11'e permanently 
vulld, and have p:lssf'(l i IltO llloliern thoug·ht. 

Thus far of Aristotle as a logician: in which 
character his p('rf'or:nallcc~, c011!::idcre:u undc'f tho 

dO'lhle mrpcct of ol'i~'illaLty c\U(l suustautial vulue, have 
justly earned f~)!' him t11e llighest hononrwhich it has 

" \' ,)n der rr.al,nigfacll(~n 1lc(1entllnQ' d()~ Seielllell Huel, ,f, ri,{vtelC3. 
VO]) Franz Brcllt,LUo. J:'rciburg im llrci~g:LU, Itlli:.!. 
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been jn the power ornny one to drscl've in tlJat science. 
A~ a p~'ycllOlugi::5t IlIHl Hll'LalJll,) ~iciall Iw ~(afllb Ull a 
much lower level, and hi!' lahours in those fields have 
seldom more than an historical interest. :Except an 
incidental remark hero and tlwl'e, his claims to hare 
made an'y real cOlltribution to positive knowledge on 
those subjects rest on the shan~ he lwd in laying' the 
foundation of the dodrille of Associatiol1. TIle 
amount of that share is much UiSplltl d. Sir vVilliam 
Hamilton, :in one of' tho ehlHwate dissertations 
appended to his eclitioll of Heirl, elaims for Ari:stotle 
to have been" at once the foundL'l' and finisher of the 
theory of' association:" mcaning', of' course, the laws 
of association itsclf; not the IIloucrn applications of it 
to the explanation of the lllore complex: mental phe­
nomena, most of wJlleh applicatiuns Hamilton did not 
admit. He acknowledges that in order to establish 
this high claim on uclndf of AristotlC', it is l1f'cc:o;sary 
to corroct mi!;COllCl'j.i;iol1s "\\11i(~h, heq\l('atllca l\y the 

first, have been inherited hy tltu last or At'i~totle's 
interpreters."'*' If; therefore, til() philosophcr klWW 

all that Hamilton be1it'ved uim to have b~own, 110 

did not sllcceed in transmittill,~' the knowledge to his 
most dist.inguished pnpils. DlIt this, which to 1110st 

people woultl seem it dd'ect, enhunecs, in HamiltOll's 
eyes, the glory or the master. " Aristotle/"' lie SIlYS,t 
" has been here so h>1lg' mis,tpprrhc11l1c(1 only becilu.,:,e 
he \vas so fill' ahead 01 his exp().;itol'~. .xor is there a, 

higher testimoll'y to his genius than that it reqllired a 

*' Humilton's edition of ]lcid'B Works, p. 891, t Ham:Jton, 847. 
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Pl'og'1'eSS of philoi'ophy of two tholl!"und years before 
philo,~opllpl''; Wel'0 pn'pa1'l',l to ilppl"eltcml his m('allin~', 

\vltelt the di"cuvE'ry of tlmt 1l11'nllillg' was almndollcd 
to their own intcllig'cncl'." l.lookillg solely at his own 
11!1g'1'!4, llamiltoll 8(~(,Il1S to llwkc: out :1, strong case. 
unforhmatdy foJ' him, l\h. Grote ha:;shown, in a 
}laper now first plll)li~hcd (in HIO appolluix), that 
Hami1ton's capacity of puttillg' a lllPaning into pas­
i'ag'cs of Arislotlc which J\ri;;tutle never thought of, 
exct'c(led anytliing for which om' previous knowledge 
or Hmnilton had pJ'cparell UH. ':\11', Grote himself, 
lww0vor, says, ill more l1wnsllrnd language,* t.hat 
Aristotle, ill his account ol~Ielllol'y amI UCIllll1iscence, 
"di~plays <tn acute 1llltl pl'ueirating intelligence or the 
gl'<.~at prilleiples of tllL' A:-;~0ciation of Iueaf>," more, 
however, ill reference tn reminiscence than to memor'y; 
"anu the CX:1"'o'erateu l)romillcnee th,lt he has (riven 

n~ b 

to the distinction uetw(;en the two (determined appa-
l'L>ntly uy a \\'ish to keep the proce(lure of man lllmrt 
from that of anima1:-;) tenus to perplex his description 
of the associatiY0 process." Had we possesseu from 
Mr. Grote th,lt minute examination of the treatise on 
Memory and Hel1liniscence whil:h would. doubtless 
haxe formed part of his work on Aristotle, instead of 
tho brief notico of it in the es:,:,ty eontriuuted to J\lr. 
Baiu, we slwuld have been bcttl.:r able to jnJge how 
far, if at all, in this case (as, accoJ'(ling to Mr. Le,ves, 
in many branches or pily:-;ic::l) modern knowledge !las 
LCUll read into Ari:;totlo's words . 

.. {,rote, ii. 217. 
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The part of A ristotle's wrijir~'s known :1.3 tlH~ 

"l\lctnphysica" did not receive that name from the 
philosophC'r himself; it \vas invented by his G n~ek 
editors, and signific(l merely the position which tlley 
assigned to those writill~s ill their arrangf'ment of his 
works. Aristotle's own IHllne 1'01' the sul\iect matter 
of them was /, 7T(":'TYI ,/,t A o <TO,,,;,t, a plll'l1sC adopted fl'om 

him by Bacon and Hohbes liS a name i()f the highest 
generalities of philosopllY. It was in this sense that 
Aristotle used it, nml what he illc] L1dL'll under it COll­

sisted of all thnt jJcloll!:-\'cd to Being as sudl-Bus 
rpwtf'I1//'R 'Ens; tngf,lllPl' wit"It-

(( the axioms aud lliglicf;t {2:cllcralities of syllog;istic proof or 
Demonstration. He ltllIlOUllCCS," ;,;a)'s ~lr, Uroto,ili "as the 
first prinoiple of theso Axiollls-as the highrst and forcmost 
of all Principles-the .:'Ilaxim of Contradiction: /The same 
predicate cannot both bc1ung' alld not belong to'the same 
subject. at the same time, and in the same sense;1 or, You 
call1lot hoth tru Iy llflirlll, and truly (lellY, the same prell icate 
respecting the ~amc :"ul)jc(·t;{ 01', The same proposition can­
not be at once true awl fabeF This Axiom is by natlll'Cl the 
begillning or SOUl'ce of all the othcr Axioms, It stands fil·~t 
in tho order of knowlpdz,e, awl it lIpit.h(~r ,'pst!'! upon 11m' lll_ 

volves any hypothesis." 

This prillCipil!.lil c(JIIlr{f(/idioJlis, 01' Law of Contra­
diction, has ever sill~e been reeognisell as the ultimate 
lwinciple of all syllogi;-;tic, which ii'> as much :1S to say 
of all general, roasoning; the validity of which con­
si"ts in the fact that to dOlly the conclu~ion, accepting 

• Grote, ii, 140. 
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I !IC premises, invoh'cs n, contracliction; :1n(1 its real, 
and only real, fnudiol1 i.'~ to kccp om' particular j1vlg" 

ments consi,tent, :.lm1 the rC\'t']',.;e of th(JS8 jmlgmt·nts 
1l1COnslf;tent, with the /.!'cneral prupositions to wInch 
we have previo\lsly giycn our a.s:-l'nt.. The distillct 
laying down of tlti:-l axiom (" Hnd its supplement 01' 

('Ol'l'Pl:1tiv(>, 1 hr·) mnxim of t.lJ(~ 'l-ix('llHlr'll ),1 illll1f:"') waq 

the necessary completion ofthc theory ofthe sylJo;;ism. 
Obvious as these maxims appear, the cleal' perception 
that the evidence of general l'casolling depclHls on 
tll(~m was :1 capibl step in philo:-lophy, and shows the 

dcternlination of Aristotle to follow subjects up to 
their first prillcipl('~. 

The (ll1estioll arist'8, what is the ground of t,hese 
axioms themselves? and AristlJtlc Joc~ not lJlink this 
question, 'rhore were thinl;ors in :lull before his time, 
particularly lIel'akleitns and Ilis l~dl()\\'el'R, who denied 
the axiom of contmdietion. A.I'i:stoUe 

H goes at length into tlJC ca-:(' against thrm, (l!' weH a~ ng-ain<:t 
otherf', wlJO agTecd with Jlim ill ailirruillg the .~raxim, hut 
who undertook also to demunstrate it. Any such dc'moll· 
IItratioll Arii'tctle (lr.elarcs to be il1l)l().s~iblc. 'l'he max im is 
assumed ill all demonstrations; ulllc~s yon grant it, 110 

demonstration is valia: hut it cannot he itself dernollstmted. 
He had already lail1 (lown ill the Analytiea that the premises 
for riemomtrutioll eQuId not he carried back ilHleiinitely, and 
that the attcmlJt so to carry them hack w~s unphilosupbic~l. 
r.I.'here must be some primal'Y, llnriemonstl'ahle truths; alld 
the Maxim of Contradiction he ranks among the first. . ... 
In attempting any formal demoll!Strntion of the Maxim, you 
cannot avoid assuming the ~laxim itself, aurl thus falling 
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into Petifio Pri?lciflii/' N eyerthdC's,;, ({ Al'i!'.tot1e contends 
that you can demollstrato it in thC' wny of refutntion, re­

latiycly to a givcn oIlpollcnt, proviucd such opponent will 
not COil tent himself with ~illlply denying it, but will besides 

advance some aLlil'lllati\'C thesis of his OWll, as a truth in 
whieh he believes j or provided ho will even ~l'o.nt the tix.c<l 
meaning of words."* 

Mr. Grote gives a full exposition of this opinion of 
Aristotle, but himself dissents ii'om it, ooscl'ving that 
the worst dilemma to which the supposed opponent 
could be reduced is that of falling into another con­
tradiction-a difEeulty which, oy maintaining that a 
sdf-contracliction is not necessarily talse, be lias de­
clared himself willing to f~l,ce. In :Mr. Urofe's 
opinion, the proof of the AxiOln of Contl'<u1idion, 
like that of all other axioms, is iuducti\'c. "All that 
can really be done in the way of defence is, to prove 
the Maxim in its general enunciation by an appeal to 
particular cases. If your opponent is willing to 
grant these partieular cases, you (,HtaLlish the general 
l\:Taxim llgnin"t. him hy w~ly of inclllr+ion; jf lw will 

not grant them, you cannot prove the general iVlaxim 
at al1."i- This is indeed hunting the doctriul: of 
a priori know1edge from its last refuge: and wo 
should be beartily glad if we were able to agree with 
Mr. Grote: so important do we deem it Loth to phi. 
losophy and to practice to leave nothing stancliIlg 
which countenances the notion that tlwre is :l. . .kind of 
knowledge independent of experienee. But it 8eems 

• Grote, ii. 143, 144. t Grote, Ii. 166. 
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to UR that though tho ?ll(!((l1iJ~'l of the two maxims, of 
COlltmuiction and Excluded l\Iiddle, like that of all 
other propositions expressed in gcneral terms, is only 
understood by means of particular cases, those axioms 
~talld, in 011P, l'(>"Ilflrt., 011 a. cliHerent ground £1.'0111 

axioms in general. The proposition that the affirma­
tivJl and (lcnial of the :"ame fact cannot lJoth be true, 

is at onee assented to r'Ol' this reason, that thc judging 
one of thcm to be trllo and jUdglllg' the other to be 
j;.]:;;e arc) not hv"o diHerent acts of tbe mind, but the 
sallie net. 'Ve as,;rnt wit.h like l'eadiness to the state­
ment that tlHlj' e:umot lx.tll be fal~li\ becanse the judg­

ing' either to be!id"e is tho very same mental act with 
judging the other to lJ(J true. Tilis iUl'IILily vI' the 
menta] 0]ll'mtioll constitutes the very mt'uning of tho 
words in which the aAiOlllS are expressed; it is im­
posBible to unuerBbml the words" true" and" fh]se," 
the IVords " is" Hlld " is not," in any other sense .. For 
this rC,l:'OIl it scems to us that t.he axioms in question 
do not nCl~d the ~lIpport of a gathered experiencE'; 
they 11:1\'e their r()ut ill a mental fad which makes it ., 
impos:;ible to contruv(Jllo thelll'*-a fact implied in 

!I< This Rtatoment mn.y ~eem in~onsi,t(,llt with the fact thrrt t11cro 
were. in the earliest ,ta.!'e u~· (;r{'ck 'l'['l"lll..tioll, per~olls who :ire re­
preseuted to 1I:Lve dl'l:i,·, l 1·he jI, xiuJn of (:()L hw.1icrion, ilml whose 
good filith (tlluu:;h qm"tiolll"i. l)y .!'Iri,t()t.k') there ~('e1ll8 no good 
reason to tlonLt, . But thiK l\"iI~ iJl'\'Ol"e t]lO l'e~l nature and nwnn ing of 
Contradictory l)roJ,,),iti<)ll~ h~,<lIJ<'('n set out with cll':trnoss, whi<:h (as 
l'If.r, \'l"<lt(' OhKC'\'VCS) \y,,~ tl',:t'dolle by ~-\.ristlllJt,. allll L)n;yiull~ to which 
llIen'~ mir.dH wcre ill Bueh il, ffin"hlle on these ab"tra.ct sU:Jject8. tft<lt 
f.hny 11~1·,lly 1m",\\, ",h,d; thq allirmed or .lenicd, \Vl\ greatly doubt. if 
l:Ietakleitu~, or !my one dsc, ever faced two really contradictory pro-
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('\'el'Y form of words which can be n~('J to ex· 
pre:,s them, l;ndOllbtedly, !lowen:]", tile' iJnll\)",~iLiHy 

!llUst 1)8 jC!t ill particnlal' insiancl's ]Jeiol'e it can Le 
ilSS(,lItcd to in general terms; nud ill tlJi,; sell~e 'it 
11I1lSt he granted to ~Ir. Urote tllat the ]ll'ullf of the 
gC']wrali;;atioll Jil.'S in l1w particular illst:lllCCS,* 

"Ye l1:1\"e DOW reached the Emits of the portion of 
.A ristotle'::j olltnlogy and F,yellu]ugy \\ hieh i':'. fuliy 
vx pJaiucd and ~lj:'I,:ussed I))" .;\11'. G 1 (j teo 'l'u ~\) Ull tu 

the remaiudt1J' with 110 lHure uf' that illva!uabk' assist· 
,\llCe tb;m the abstract of the" J\l etaphysica" in the 

P()i'jj.iI1YI~, lUH1 a.»sertrd tl)f\.t, l,oth r01l' ,11)e tnOi .. , at tho same time nncl 
jn the ;;alDe ~,:ll>;P, .Ill :1-." 1'<1:'1;, i)c,;t knolVll to II:' tl)en: \\"(\~ l~') rl'nl 
cOlltraJi.Jtit):n. /l'hO~lt· "wllo Il,l· ... ' c;it\~d t!;, llW in-!.Il~]litl.':;· 1hn.t H Ih'l';'("H1 (for 

jll~j:l1lCe) lIli:;11t be ut Oll('C a HlRll :t111:110t a lIlil\], 1';0,'1); to hnve meant 

hv not,m:m, Jlot ;.;oml,',hill:"; !'X:;hl':\'I~ lIt mall, Imt '.lI1h' i:'111l1('1hill,C: dif· 
ferent iwu:, though cOl1Jpatible with it. \\'l! IWly be ",!I:Jil;,k',]uf the 
revival. by a note,l mOll"l'n Jlle~:lpl1,\c"i'::all, \l~ thtl ih~ra.kk:,te:lIl Joc· 
trillC Lbilt ille A:<iO>IlJ oj' C'Ollu',,,:io:Li<lJj i~ 111)1, or lIJlh"r~(11 YlIlidily; 

but the ~1'LJ(~r<~ ill whi('h Ill',~el dCi'l:ln·,l it. t" Ill: lny::ii,l wn~ that of tLo 
A h;oln~'t·. ",hidl bl·illg t"l'ritoI'Y llll('dy IJ'·Y .. dH.I Ii 11llHLU ken, the very 
existL'nce or whie:l we k.Hl IIU i'an:ti,,·,; t,) int'ul'nl U~ of, jt is open to 
anyone t.o : llla gj lit' not o1l1y alit 1](\ Iae'ti of 0l1r 1>111 'w 1,·,1,;'" 1, Ilt all tl.:o 
hiWd of tlw lIlU\\'ill:,j 1Il1wl, totully r"v(;r~et.l iu that l ... ·O'ioll of the 
lJ'nklJowal)]c. 

* Tn \:~'lYlrr1ontill,~ on A,·i-;i(,tl('\~ tr(~ntr;l(\nt of i-ho t.\v.() i'ur;(]nmcntn.l 

nXiOl!l8, ill tik ellUl'S .. of \\'1.i,,11 till' p:Jil\l~ul'l'l'I' .. u"t.l',i~ 'Jle et:lel,rat.cd 
U,,(:nill~ ')1 t'rotagunt:-l kllO)W11 H'; t:1U 1101]1'] M . .'J)';lIl'<l (that ,lIl[lll is 
the lll('~IHl'e or trUl! alld I'al''':, "VCI'Y ('l,illi()ll h('i)'C( "hUll t,) t.ho 
b,·ij.ever, [(tbe to the dj,;]" .. , i,'\',·,.",*) ,\1 r, U rIll.} 1"1'11('11''; 1.:le dl'fl':IC!O 

wl1ich he ha,[ ali-r·,"1y m",J,.. 0', the p""L:gon':lIl ,l"l'il'il".' in '"iBl't'!'l:',"];;! 

on i'h,~ l'btL'"~" TI"~",,,,'tll', a)),1 whil'll WI' II"Yl' :11\\'i)'-' rt""rdtcu, 
1){\t·alL.~·C' Wt' t}litlk it i lun;"") Hp,11I 0 ;,'~(I.lI·II""·d,i,(. rUld j::; it~l'Jl vl'ry liilLle 
tv be llli:::u.u,:.el'otlJuJ, nil'. l; I'Clte (;01l,;i,~ (;r~.l l' flJta:;ul'a~ a" Uayillg 

,., Urolc, ii. L;")l. 
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appendix, and the analy:,;is of the "De Anillltt" 
written fur 1'1'()r('~~or Hain's treatise, \yOllhl l)(~ an 1111-

dl'rbking wltieh eUlIlLl 0111y ))e pl'actieal)ln al'!t;r <I 

stndy of tho origillal little short; of' that which lLtd 
been given Ly ':\11', Ul'ote, Tho ditneulty ot' nll(1illg' 
a meaning, intclligiLle to mUtl(~rn habits of' thought., 
in hains of' tlpc(;u,ntion 130 a1ien to our mctllO(h, ex·· 

prcs:,cd in plll'<IH:O]Ogy fOl'wliidl wehave 110 ('quiyaL~llts, 
and whieh s('cms to us h()]JC'h'~s]'y ent:mgled. :w(l irl'e1l1C­

dil1hly conf'llsing', is l'xtn'1110; and the I'c:-.ult is ",eldolll, 
unle:;s in an historic,ll point of yit'w (uor always on'u 

meant by hi, dq"tl'il'8 Wh:lt i, now l'ul:,',l i110 lll'l:lth'ity of Human 
KllOw],'d;;e (a:'I')I:g i}l(! :1.'i,.~riOl'H of 'S}ti,.]:, 11<' if. 011 th.: ,tn'll,L[th ill' 
thiR tl.,~:t:ri;I~, lllt:lu,d';ll JJ'y oil" \V:JEiI1l1 1Llllliltuu'j; tJlltl t .i.lJ wldiLjolJ, 

t.o tlli~, "th, .. lllJ\'J)II»Il,I· or P:t,·1t in,jjvioill:Jl il"1'1ir,'l' :1~ iL J1JL'flSlll'l' of 
truth to hiJJls,~}t';" "Y,.TV ,IJlll havill''; :l:l"'lllnl ri'~'llt, til jllll:.;c' j;)1' him­
Belt' whdh,l' the grolllJ.]': Il)' :w "pillioll Hr,' "um';lH:iJlg' t'J hill!. I Jlnt il' 
f,hi~ was tL,' llw:ll1il1~' of l'roiiLgor:ls, it. "';t.; Hot Ulily para,lnxi"ully, 
but in,~orr':('tly eX1Jl't'K'w,1. It \\,oJ<hl sur~:'y Ul' :\ l'l'l'vc'rsu l':l~l'l"j'IJ'l'llt 
of ]u,llg:mgl' t.o ~uy that if 1 hplil'YC two ::)1.[ iw,) 10111:1];>:' five, 1h'J)' 
rp,nlly H\:I.h.P n\'p t(1 11\,,\~ (rr nl~lt? if I t:l'l"(\lHl{!l·".· .. ly hl.'1~,}Vl} n, {~(,.'1'taln 

person tn l,e ,1':;1,1, he i K r"illly ,:.l'<1'1. tel "10 t1 II '":~. It WIt, til "oIh '~l' 1""q '}e, 
'I'h(' truth (\f a 1,,': i,·r ,I",'", lll,t l'ull~ist ill it:> I,('iq: .bel il'wd, Lilt ill i1 S 

h('in;:; in :1'~"I)I':la "'''~ wit II f:l"t: if it is. S':, will': i,~r ey.·rybo,'y hrliPYl's 
it or n,)b()l1y jo a· cirl'lIl1lsta]](~c lut:d'y il'l'"I,'v:lllt; if lJl)t, :lly ]o(]i"\'LlIg 

it. ,loes lIot muke that trlle t.) I,lL', ,,·h:.:h wl'oJll 1 jH',/l'l'L',lto a .... t '.I'll it 
1 ~i:lll~t iill\l \" lie ""be, Tlw '\Ol'tl'inll tllat th<,l'L' is 1JO sta I Lllan1 I)f 
trllth to ::lIIy !Jile I)I]L :'Ii~ "wn cunvi,.,.tion ,,1' it, Ila.; it~ yi.c;·ht p:a.ce uuly 
in n. philosoP'LY \\'1: ieh r.,;t~ tyuth on ,lired ilJtniti, 'n, an, 1 DlIeh n. 
l'hilowpllY can'lot oa,ily ,hake it,df I'r,'" J'n'll1 thi~ CurtS"'lJIL'Ill'e: 11':lt 
~\1r, (:iruk, who :.;rollll,l~ trntlt "X,~I'l,ivc··I'y Oil eXI'CJ']('llI'l', is l')ullll 1.0 
aumit that ('Vl'ry in,li\·i,lu:tl'~ ~dtilllUtl' stall,l;tr,l is "xpcl'irnce to,!2'r>tl1cr 

with t.te cn:'l'h"iolls ,l,at '.':tnt", ,1l':,WIl frum it, :,u,'. that if hi, t'l,lief 
0.""" Il<,t :1""1)1',1 with 'Jwt DtUJl,lnnl, it is lIot a tru0 h']i,,!' ir. :Ill)' ,;euse 
W hutsoevl'Y, lL ne0l\'; hanilv he u.J.JPll :Lut this i~ in rea;itv as much 
lUr. (,j\ltU', opinion lLR om' ~wn, and that 0111' uilfel'l'uec with him is 
ul,'re;y 1'Il'!.w'], thou::l'h not, for that reU~Oll. ullimporta,ut. 
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ill that), of a vallie commensurate with the difficulty. 
rl'llll "]'Iebphy"ica," or iluch part of'it as has come 
down to Wi ~rur its fra~'mellta:'Y apJl\:al',mc(~ has st,l'llck 
the COlIlITlCntator8, and it has becH conjectured. to have 
])CYC'r been complded), turns prillC·ipally llpon the two 
antitheses we have aln',Hly refclTe<l to, that of l\Tatter 
ullll Form, anu that. of Potential awl .. \,dnal. Every­

tIling is compo~('d of :Jlatter and :Form, except an 
llnlOtlletiL'a! }'irst maUt'l' which has 110 }'orl1l, ,mel 8-

Form whiL'h has no ::\latter, and is thcDiyine Illtelli. 
gl'llce. .Bat tllO~C compusite oL:jects which Il:lvC both 
,Matter awl .Forlll, al'l~ ;dl of t!Jt'lll ~Iattt.:r in rcbtiun 

to an~" uim'rent 01' a~l(.1itinllal Furm:> which they are 
eapal)le of taking- oll.:1.En:l'ytllillg' is JlutclltiallJ what­

ever it is cap;llJle of 'i~2eoming, all(1 11,)' yjrhll' uf' tE_e 
appropriate FOl'lll it 1)(.'COII)(;:'8 \\ llat it docs buco~~J 
Ht'sidps "JTaUer anu Forlll, Aristotle rl'co:::;'nises anllther 
(' k'ment. P ri vatioll. ~o!)]e changes ;1l'I: p1'oll uel'd, ]lot 
hy a FllTTI1, Llli: II)' tlw PI,j\':J1 ion of' a \o'Uj'ln ; thus, he 
(lo(s not n'('Ll;';'lli~e a Forlll vi' H calth :lllll a FOl'm of 
~id\JI\':;s, lJllL j"(';";';U'l1:s :-.ic1dlL~~1S as the priyatiou (If 
lH'ulth; a ;;;icl, mun il'um l)uill[2,' pote'lItilllI.)' w('l1, lH:'­
comes actually so by rel:l.·jvillg· tlll~ l'orm of Ilenttll; 
out a healthy Ulan h(;eo:nl'~ siek, lIot throH!,('h u ForlH 
of t;idmess, out throug'!! the Privation of tl10 Form of 
Jr,·alth. rrhe::::e ndion).; .. nn(l tlH) 11Il1\101'Oll)'; minutim 

u1ll1 :subtleties into ,\11iell tllCY are followed out: even 
were they liable to no otllcr oll,jectiun, \\,ullld lell us 
nothing of tbe law:s or pl1t'IlOlllClHt; they gin) no 
!>ulrcl' of prediction, and eX1Jhill l~vthill~; they are 1mt 



GROTE'S ARISTOTLE, 205 

3 pnrticular mode of restating the facts to be ex­
phinNL rr'n f;;IY th:lt, it i~ i;])p 1l1lil.lll of' tho f~)rm of 

health with the matter of' the body which l1lakes tho 
man healthy, is bnt tv ::m.y, in techJliealIulIgliage, that 
he is maue heultllY by health. It' the :E'Ul'lll of lh'alth 
iH allY thing' dij)en~nt from the fll't of health, it is an 
~ nlul,{inal'Y cliti ty eon i urea IIp eu t of all a b~traction. 
and supposed to 1)0 inllnanellt in all tllings t]Llt pos-
8es:-; the pl'oI)orty it is the form of; as, ill a still 
earlier stage of speculation, gOl]S wore tltoug'ht to be 
inllnanpnt in rivl'rs, alH1 nymphs in troes. 1"11(:n: is a 
state of tile hUlllan mind in which the~~ inetaphysieal 
fictions seem to convey explauutioll; and Al'i.~t(Jtle, 

with all his t'ar-:-ig-hteu perception that the !'onrce of 
knowletlge is olJservation of particulars, hUll not got 
beyoll(l that :-.ta1:o. 

\Vhat i~ commonly called the Psychology of Aris­
totle is a theory of the various souls, or l;\'ing- prin­
ciples, whi<:h he rcctlgnises as e:;istiug ill llahll'C, ,;1lU. 
regards a~ the }'Ol'Il1S Ot' Actin~ J)l'imiptes of lile in 
jts clifl'ol'lmt do!;l'c(';;:; though hI) hal'dJ.\" )'(,~·ttl'<k them 

as oLjl'ctively dislillet from olle alluth,.:!', lmt ratller 
as ll1o<1ilic~\tions uf a. sillS'le J.>rillciplC', ;:;u('ces;.;jvcly 

snpel'indu('c,l by tlle ~;;1<1ition ot mUi'e attributes. 
His cllls8ille,ttion 01' the suwo,;C'rl agents f;lil'ly COill­

ci,les with the modern c1:U';,;iliciitioll of the phellOllll'll:L 
Tlw flnt is tlw .:\ ntritivL' ~()ul, e0ll111Hlll to allimal 
Ilnd \'~'octnLl,) Ii L~. 'rile ~;l'c<)ntl i", the ):)" I\::>j ti q~! 
whieh is abo the Locomotive ~ljlll, commOll to all 
animals, The third and. It ig'hest is t he ~ OdIC, or 
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Intellectual Soul, lJolonging to mnn flll)l1e. This last, 
a,;;.tiu, he tiwh it nC'cc.~sary t,o El'.lh,livido into tho 

pa:--:-;ivo, or merely ree\.'ptivo intelligcnce, and the 
adive intelligence, or I/OUt; 7rOll)1'II{I){;; tho latter of 
\vllich is the moving- force', through ,\,lllc11 what is 
11lcn>ly potential in the passivo intdlig'(,llce lJ0collJCS 
actual. No part of the :-;pecu1:ttiolls of Arist.otle is 
)11()1'O Ol:t:,CU1'C than the theory of the IIOU~ 1TOlrlTU,(;r:, 

which he l'cganled :IS :t part uC the Hllin·r&J.1 vou,; of 
the ulliYC'rtie, imlepcl1dt'llt of the hOl1il.r}ram~ and 
therefore capalJle of surviving it, tholl~h whether or 
not with a persollal illllllorbtlit,y l'l'lluins watter of 
di~pute, The snb,j('d is llUt tili~'htl'y touched on in 
the essay hy Mr. Lirote which is prillieJ ns the last 
ehapt('J: of his treatise. A full l\ll!1 chl,orate treat­
ll/ent of it, ,~T()U1l(lrd on a COllllll'chl'llsive yiew of 
Aristotle's n1('taphy~iml d()drille~, has bern g-iren by 
u writer already mClltiolled, DJ', 1:'1'",117. Hi-cnbino} in <1 

n'o,.};: " Oil t h(~ P"yr' flo] 0,'-\')' 01' r\ ri "l'il~ I (', (~sp(>('i:llly \\' it h 
refercllce to the jJour, 1r()ll}rl":~t.:,"ii< wJJich, ),;l\'ini:," been 
j>ulJ1i;-;\H..'u ,Hi lately as 1007, ,1u(;s not ~Cl')ll t.v La .. () 

been known to ]\11'. Grote whell 110 \\'1'ote hi,; ('!':,ny; 

and which, without \'cllt1ll'ing' to d('tide wllethl'l.' the 
author has t'i:;tabli:.;hcd all lli;:; puillts, the pl'e:'(,ll/i 
,niter call1lot help llotilJg' as one of the I110,.;t thu­
l'ougldy cxc(mh>ll picces of pl1ilo~ophical l'l'scltl'eli tlud 
exegesi:-; whieh it het;:; been his fortulle to meet wilh. 

* Di(! l','ydlolo:.;ie t:c, Ari,lot('],'s, in"h:~oll,l('l'C f;,!inc L,'lll'C YOIll 
tlO~:"'·1T'001T'tf(I)S'. V!)Jl Dr. Fl'lI1JI. B~·l·):..t:ll\j:" .Pl·1\'"at.lol'8Ut. uI21·!)il.ilI.11:30ph.ia 
tLl1cler LJji\'cr~ita.t zu ,\yul'zLll1l'tj .• \]ai'lz, Ibti;. 
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The Etllics, P()Jitic~, alJ(l ml('t"l'i~ nf Al'i~tut1I' are 

not towJ leu upon lJY ~11', (; ]'Oll" all! 1 \ 11 U prv~un t is 
nut a convenient occasion ji))' sayill~ Illuch al)out t,hem; 
f;!iIJ lelis abollt the }>o('lics, 1fe may sa.)', llO\\'en'I', 

of tIle Hhctoric, that l)L',:,illes its t'1Jl'l'ial worth ill 
re~':ll'd to its par:ie\!lal' slll:icl't, whil'h is c\'en nmV' 
cOllsid("r:t1!le, it j:-; one of the ri('hl'st rcplisitol'ic's of 
incidcl1tal rcmnl'];.s 011 hnmall natul'(, (11)(1 hum:lll aii:lil's 
that the :lm1<'llts 11\t\'C bl..'il\\('~tthed to 11S, Iu Hlis 

con:,i~ds aJ.~(), in 01ll' jll<.lgIlH'llt, tlL~ prjllcj),~d Y:line of 
tIle }:thies a11(l Politi",s, ',.)11(']1, as h('atisp.; on t!wse 
!'jlccial sul~jectf.j, IH1YC 1~Jr thl'il' lllost lnarhll d\a.\",\\',­

teri~ti('s tlwt (1]'(';1(1 of eXrrl'llH>,-i :lm1 lovo of the, 
ria 111 ('(li(1 whidl were dL'cply ruutcc1 in Arish)tk's 
minll, The j)o1il ies, in lil'u of the al1velltUl'OU~ 

nllticipations oj genins wllieh we .lind III tlw" Hepui>lie" 
of Plato, pr('~ellts It~ with thl' Illude ot' thinking' of' a 
l.ih·:ral COJ1ser\'atiYl\ OJ' rntlll'l', oj' :1 moderate aristo­
cratie:d poiitieian, at. At)wm:. In t.lw main,:it :is a 

philosophic COIISl'cnttioll or existing fact:: (witn<:ss its 
:;iralJ~'e 11 V J'l'lIl'1) tIl' :-;1(J H'J',)'), e'~I()Usill~' uy pn'fel'elll'O 
among tlw"e hl'ts such a~ tt'wl towards Ft.ability, 
rather than to',i":mls illlprO"tlll1clIt. Ii; should Le 1'0-
mCll1L)(,J'ed that, 1JJlless so far as 111ato IiI:1y be COll­

sitlel'ed an exception, nOlle of, the. <!,ucient politicialls 
01' pllilo~(Jpllel's hl'lien~ll ~!l :)l'O~P'l'SS; th('il' hi~h('st' 
h;)IH:S we're limited tu ~nal'(lillg sueidy a,:,;ail1st it:.; , 
natural tendency tu (ll'g'l'llCl'<I1 ill]\. 

There rClllains to Le lloticed une work of Ari;,;totle, 
which is COpiUll::;ly allalyzed and COllllllentell 011 by 
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Mr. Grote, and which 1S of greut importance to a 
correcL u1ll1er:sLauJiug of the Greek minJ: the treatise 
which, under the name of' TOIlica,' is included in the 
Organon, and of wbich the '~opltistici Elencl1i' is 
properly the concluding book. Both the concq)tion 
and the detail of this work arc of a n<.Lture to puzzle, 
and, when not properly understood, to scalHlalizc, the 
modern mind. It is a treatise on Dialectic He:uiolling', 
a'l distinguished ii.·om Demonstrative, W]llCb last lmu 
been elaborately heated in the Analytics. Dialectic, 
as there llmlcl':-toou, is the art of al's'llitlg i()l" victory, 
not for truth, and instruction in that art is the 
declarccl object of tho treatise. ln order justly to 
appreciate such a design, and to perceive how :it could 
coexist, as in Ari:;tot1e's case the whole colledion of 
his writings witnesses tlmt it diU, with an iudef,ltjgab1e 

ardour in the pursuit of truth, it is necessat'Y to re­
member how large a place in Grpcian life was occupied 
by contests of skill bf'twPPll l1Hlividuals, in matters 
both physical aml illtellectual. ·When we think of 
the VH::;L hOllour Lllltlcr~tuotl to accrue, not (>lily to t110 
actual vidor but to the city he lwlonget1 to, by his 
gaining ,\ prize ill the Olympic festival (among which 
prizes one for po8t·l'Y was indl1ucd), and the nlln!crou~ 
minor competitions of' a similar kind in the various 
Greek stutos, by which tlw miu(ls of' a!olpil'ing pel'sons 

wcro kept pr'l'petually 011 the stretch to acquire ceJl.hl'ity 
by successes of this nature; H t;;I1IIJuL 1JI; wUllllcrL'(l at 
that after Dialectics, 01' regulated discus~ion by (lues­
tiOl1 and ,H1SWer, had been introduced by h0110 of 
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~lea, and brought to perfcdion by ~ocl'ntC's amI PInto, 
this a11"0 tlhould have become extt~n:'iivcl'y popular us a 

game of skill. J n this game, a thesi:-;, usually Oll Rl1110 

irnportant and highly inU:rcsting slIl:jeet, was 1'1'0-

IJoUlHled iol' U i sCUSSiOll, tIle propounder 11 ndertak i Ilg' 
to defend it agaimt all o\).iVCtiOllS. The llssailants 
W('l't' n'quil'(·d ttl PWl{.(.,.d 11Y pllUillg' rplPstiol1s to him, 

which must be :mch as u,(hnitted or an explicit a1l8wer 
by yes 01' no, 1101' was any othe'1' kill(l of answer per­
missible. If tho assailallts were able to reduco the 
respondent to admission:,> inconsistent with cadi otller 
Dr with tIl(' tlwsis, they were yictorioll"; if th(',Y 
failed to do this, tlw yidor)" was with the n~Sp()nc1ellt. 
In this intellectual exel'ci:-;e llO w1'ong was done to 
truth, the kllown 01d!~et bein;.!, 110t to di'pl'OY0 tIle 
thesis, hut to tpst, the disp\ltant';,; ahility to defend it 
against o~jections. How completely such was the 
sole ot~ect. is shown in this, that tho fll"sailant of' the 
thesis was 1lot allow(·<l to propound positivo arguments 
against it; he eoula only put qu('stions to the 1'0· 

eponuent, ana mm,t derive: his refntntioll from the 

respondent's own (UlS\Vers. There is nothing immoral 
in arguing :(4)1' victory when that is the olJject pro­
fessed, and the only wrong that eould be committed 
in the case was a violation of' the rules of the game. 
'I'he.:!'>, l'1l1n" wC'rR of ~()1lrSR fr:nnR(l with n ViflW to 
render f'l1ch contests possible, to make them intelligible 
amI Ini;cre~ling to an 1tlHlienec, and to secure a hir 

field and fair play to both sides. This explains why 
the premises introduced by the arguers wero required. 

V01,. IV. 
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to be ~Jl~o~a, (in the language of the casuists: bor­
ruwed nu doubt from Aristotle, jJrobabll~ Opi1IiOJI~), that 
is, they must be opinions eitlwr held generally by 
mankind, or maintained by some respected authority. 
Howevcl' truc they migM h~, if they were recondite, 
Bnd. remote from common apprchension, tbe respondent 
eQuId not rCHsonu,Lly be expected to be pr~Jmrcd fur 
them; while, jf they kld good authority on their side, 
it was not even neces~;lI'y that the person using them 
should believe them to be true, truth not being the 
olJject, but t.o reduce the respondent to an incollsis­
tl'l1cy, and it being always open to him to admit them 
or not. The :-:ame thing' expl:1ins why it was lawful, 
even in the opinion of Aristotle, to entrap the re­
spondent into an admission, which 011 calm reflection 
he wou]J. not have made; for this equally answered 
the purpose of testing his skill and knowledge. On 
the other hand, the licenses alhnvea by the game 
might be pusllcd too far, and the allO\vable kinds and 
degrees of arti!ice mi!;ht be exceeded in such a. 
manner as to defeat t,he legitimate purpose of the 
trial of s1\ ill. '1' his, AristotlCl says, was ofh'n dOlW by 
dishonest persons, or persons of a litigious di~position; 
:mll the {'onelllrljng hook, 'De SophisticiR Elenchis,' 
is composed of "V aJ'Ilin gs against their malprac­
tices. 

The purpose of Aristotle, ill giving instructions for 
8TICCPSS in tlwsc contests, went much fiu'ther th,m 
merely to qualilY people ti)1' being vietoriolls over an 
adversary. The study and practice were, he said, 
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of great utility in reference to tho pursuit of trut.h. 
" 1'ir~t" (we now quote from. ::\fr. Grote"') "the debate 
is a valllable and stimulating menbl exercise." This 
was the simplest and most obvious of its recom­
mendations. "Sccomlly, it is usoful for our inter­
course with tho multitude; for the procedure directs 
us to note and remem 1)01' the oIlininml of i,he multi­

tude, ana such knowledge will f<wilitnte our intercourse 
with them: we shall converse with them out of L1Joir 
own opinions, which we may thus be al)le beneficially 
to modify." Tlds is mteresting, as indicating Aris­
totle's opinion (llifferinq- from that of many of the 
ancient philosophers) that the })hilosopher 011ght not 
to b,,,p nloof' from the multitudo, [lnd withdmw him­
self from tIle a uty of ael vising them for their good by 
arguments drawn from their own opinions. "T111r<11)" 
dialectic debate has an useful though indirect hearing 
even upon the processes of science and philosophy, 
and upon the truths therebyac(1uiI'0(1. :For it accus­
toms us to study the diflienlties OIl both sides of every 
question, and thus a:-:sistH us in detectiJlg and dis­
criminating truth and flll:sehood." Of this benefit 
ii'om dialedic exercise, Aristotle's own practice affords 
a remarkable verification: for he very frequently com­
mences his investigation of a difIiclllt (]uestion by a 
detuiled enumeration illlrl !';tnjpm(mi of'the d7l'opia" 
the di fRrulties or puzzles, \V 11 ieh affect it; and there 
is no way in .vhich his rnethocl of ~tltll'yillg a suhject 
sets a more beneficial example. In this respect he 

lit Grote, i. 391. 

p 2 
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was greatly jn advance not only of his own time, but 
of ours. His general mhice for exercise amI practice 
ill Dialectic is aumimbly adapted to the training of 
one's own minu for the pur:mit ot' truth. " You 
ought* to test overy thesis by first assuming' it to be 
true, then assuming it to be false, :111<1 following out 
the consequences on both sides." This was all'cauy 
the practice of the Elcatic dialecticians, as wc scc III 
the Parmcuides. 

"\,,{hen you have hnntetl out each train of arguments, 
look out at once for the counter.argnments available against 
it. 'l'his will strellgthen your powcr both as q llcstionel' and 
rCl>pondent. It is, indeed, an exercise so valuable, tllat YOIl 

will do well to go through it by yourself, if you have no 
companion. Fat the different trains of argument bearing on 
tho ;;arno thesi~. into compUt·isOIl with cuch othel'. A wi!lo 

command of arguments aJlhl11ativc as well as negative will 
scrve you well hoth for attack ana defence. 'I'his same 

accomplishment will he of lISe, mOl'COlrer, for acquisitions 
eyen in Science and Philowphy. It i<! 11 great ~tep to see 

and gmsp in eOllj unction the trains of reasoning on both 
:sides uf the qUe'~Liol1; t,he tMh: t.!Jat njlllaill1!-l'ight de­

termination which of the two is the lJetter-lJcconles much 
t:a~i.t:r /,' 

\\T(\ 11,l'(\ far fl'Om a~~pl'tiwrt.hat thp (linl(>ct,lc cOl1te~tg . a - - ~ 

of the Greeks, or the public disputations of the ,:vliddlo 
Ages which :5ucceeoed to them, had never all." but a 
beneficial c(feet; that they had not their snares and 
their temptations, and that the good they eJJected 
mig'ht not be still better alta.inca by other means. But 

... Grote, ii. 63, 61. 
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Hie fact remains thnt, no ~uch means have been pro­
vided, alld that the old training has ,lisappeareJ, evell 

from the Universities, without having been replaced 
by any other. There is no reason why ft practice so 
useful for tbe pursuit. of truth should not be employed 
when the attainment of truth if> the sole object. We 
haVf~ l.;:nmvn this lllO;,;j; efledurtlly douo by It Bet of 

young students of philosophy, assemlJling on cerbin 
day.s to reall re~Lllarly through some standard book 
on psycholo:,;y, logie, 01' political economy; snspcnding 
the reading whenever anyone had a t1iHiculty to pro­
pound or an idea to start, and carrying on tho (liSWIIS­

sion from day to day, if neces~al'y for weeks, until the 
point ruit'cd llud been SCHl'chcc1 to its inmost depths, 
and 110 tliHiculty 01' oh~cUl'ity capable of removal by 
discu~sion remained. The intpllectuill training given 
by the~e debates, and especially the habit they gave of 
leaving no dark corners unexplored-of searching 
out all the d7rop!(lI, and never passing oyer any un­
solved diHicuHy-has been feH, by those who took 
pflrt" to lIaye been invaluable to them as a ment.al dis­
cipline. Thero would be nothing impracticalJle in 
making exercises of' this kilJ(l a standing element of' 
the course of instruction in the higher branches of 
knowlpdg'e; jf tlle teachers hncl any perception ofthe 
want. whieh S\1<'h di;;eUl;,.;ioliS would ~;upply, or thought 
it any part of' tlleir l)usilloss to form thinkers, iw;tead 
of "prilleiplillg''' their pupils (a:; Locke l'xpres~es it) 
with l'fauv'ln,\(le kllowlcdrre. But tho sayin o• of 

11 0 0 

J a Illes :JIill, in his e::-suy Oll Euucation, is as true now 
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a~ when jt was written-that even the t1H'ory of edu­
catioll is far behinrl tlle progress of knowledge, and 
the practice htmentau1y Uehind. even the theory. 

W 0 no\y take our leave of' A.ristotlc, rc/(!rring tho 
reader for fuller knowledge to iUI'. Grote's book; ,vhich, 
as 11 guide to all the parts of Aristotle's speculations 
that are included in it, fulfils the expectations c.xcitea 

by his \vork on Pbto, allG leaves nuthing; to re~ret 
but that the remaillllE'l' of the Aristotelian writing's 
have lIot had the benefit of the sanw clear exposition 
and philosoTlhieal criticism, ant1 that H, ~enentl c;,;timato 
oj' A l'ist.otlp ana of what ]lfl r11rl, ))y 80 competent a 
judge, has not been bestowed on us. I. J3,:sidcs the 
ma.tter already 1'ipokl'n of; i,he \IUrl, cUIlLaius a life of 
A ristotle, and a rli~el1;.;siull of tlw cUlion of his writ­
ing~; in both of whic:h, the use made of scanty ma­
tE,rials is worthy t,he author of' the History of Gl'et~ce. 
It. is a curious a 11<1 ul most uniquu ace;: dellt, tll at 
although many of the writings of Ari::;tut1o IHt\'o l.H;cn 

lost, \\'e arc actually in pos:,,(~ssi()n of somE', nnd those 
UlllOng the most importallt, whieh were not aeccssilJl0 
to his fullowers fot' mallY gem'rations after tIle death 
of' llis immediate su~ce!'SOI', Thcollhrastus. The 
col~ecti()n of llHlIlllScl'i pts III ade hy A r isictlu amI 
enlarged by Theophl'<lstus, which contained the 
most pl'l~cious of tIle Aristoieli,m treatise~, remained 
near a centnry awl tL half in a 11id111g-pbce lIn­

dol' ground, at Skcpsis in Asia .:\lillur, to prevent 
their being seize<llJY the kiugs uf PCl'gallllls, to enrich 
the royalliol'ury ; HUU they emerged Jrulll thence alb:!' 
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the extinction of the A ttali(l dynn:;;ty, so injured lJj 

dallJP awl wonl1S tl1at many passuges had to be re­
stored conjecturally: first by an incompetent editot', 
A pdlikon; .1:tenvards muro intelligl'Ttt.1~f, but neces­
sarily wHh ill crease of difIiculty, by j\ll(lronicus of 
Uhodes, somewhat later than the time of Cicero, in 
whose curly youth the bool,s WCl'e brought to Homo 
from Athens by Syl1a. So nmTo\)ly (lid posh-rity 
escape tho jo~s of olle of the chief treasures of Gre­
cian antiqUIty; nmn)' of tllO treatises having only 
come down to us tlmJ11g'h these damaged manu­
scripts: the c(Jl1l1ition of \\'llil;h lS pl'obnoly responsi­
ble for much of the OilFCurity which has given 1'0 
lIlw.:lt truuble to COlllllJClduiuJ'lS alld to ~tudellts: for 
Aristotlt;',;; litH:lJ'y fityle, though often !l"\\'],:w:lrd 

(heing both pl'oli,x awl elli.pbe:tl) i~ hy 110 me:.m:-" in 
hi~ 1)(:""t Pl'(~~ul'Ve{l works, defieiellt iu deal'Iws~. 

Emmett
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1"'HOSE who al'e apt to feel discouragement at the 
sluw pn'g[es~ vI' IlI<.tIlkilld, llVLh ill Uw Ji~(;vvpry 

of truth and hl the npplication of it, may derive com· 
fort from the fiwt that those llUtiollS which, from 
historicill accidents or their ol\'n ellergy, precede 
others in eitht>r of thc~e kinas of im])!'OYelllcnt, are 
fuund to haye 1abonl'e(1 notfol' tltelll~"wl\'es only, but 
for all the rest, llud greatly alll'id:;,~ the task for those 
who h,tve fallen behilld. The European nations 
whieh have latdy be ell fl'(~ea from the hillrlrances 
that ha<1 l'elil)'(i~a tlleir (k';eioJ)rnent-lbly and Hun­
g'[\l'y-wlth tile vlgorou-; impllbe \vhich the awaken­
jllg of lil.Jcrty gives to the hlllll<ln faculties, have 
-thrown tllc'm,.,(·l\"e;;illto t~cl'ious "tudy; tWa bcin~ able 

to resort at ouce to the latt'st and lJest produds of 
tllou:;ht in the more auv,\nc:ell eoulltri,'s, <ll't~ attainillg 

by stri<les the results which their teacher:; were only 
able to reach by slow :lll(lllleahlll\:rl slt>p:-..Knowillg' 
that they hayp all to learn, tlll:Y 1l'11l'll all at mwp, 
having 110 habit, authority, or prejudice to detain 
{lien) Imlf-\vIl,Y. 

" If an example is (ler-irerl, 011(' \\,ll1 he foulld in the 
wurk oefure us, tile prorludioll ot a dlstlllgui~hed 

'*' 'L'Aven; e l'lwvv.;ta.' l\'r Co~iaJltill() lluer. l{Olll<l-. 'furino, 
l'irenze, 11)7:2, 
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Italian political economist. Political economy, it is 
true, is no nc,," subject to Italian intellect; the :Sluuy 

of it may almost be said to have originated in Italy: 
its early cultivators who have left a repntation behind 
them wore generally Italians, and chiefly (we leave 
the explanation to historians) Southern Italians; 
indeed, the speculative movement of Italy had for 
centuries its chief seat in the southern portion of the 
peninsula, as the political, commercial, and artistic 
had theirs in the northern. Owing, however, to the 
general slackening of the intcllcct.nal movement in 
Italy, caused by her unfortunate political situation in 
the last three centuries, she was outstripped in this 
as in other departments by more fortunate nations, 
and it was left to them to originate all the great 
improvements in this branch of knowledge. But, 
since restored to freedom, active minds in Italy have 
not only revived. the study of scientific economics, 
but have p]ac~d t.llf~m~elves at once at the most ad­
vanced point which that study hits yet reached. The 
work of ::'.11'. Comstantine llael' UIl 'Property and 
Taxation' shows not only a familiar knowledge of 
the best English, ji'rel1ch, and German authorities, 
but a mnster,)' of their most improved doctrines not 
often met with even in England; and along with it, 
no ordinary degree of the ability required for what is 
a very different thing from a knowledge of economio 
truLL:s-the power of' applying them. 'Ve say this, 
although we have to add that as regards the specifio 
proposal which the book is written to l'tlcommend-& 



218 L'AVERE E L'UIPOSTA. 

matter not of principle, hut of application-we do 
not cOI1f'ider it to bo succc's",!'uI. But we have setdom 
seen a greater amount of Foun<l practical argument 
brought to the support of a conclusion that we think 
practically unsound. Like everything writtf'n on 
such subjects by a pCl':'lon thoroughly competent in 
knowledge and ability, whether ri;.::ht or wrong ou 
the particulae point in question, the discussion is 
highly instructive. 

]\ir. Bael"s case is this. The primary rel1uisite of 
just taxation is that everyone should be taxed in 
proportion to his meallS ({were). '1'h0ro ure othel' 
requisites, as that taxation shou1cl not interfere in­
juriou:;;ly with the ii:ec elllployment of labour and 

capital, that it should give the least pos~ilJle opening 
to fraud or arbitrary exaction, antI so forth: but the 

oJ 

J1rst requi~itQ of all is that it shoulU. bo equlli. ::\fr. 
Hae1' ably confutes the standards dill'erent from this 
which h:1VO been or arc oc(~nsionull'y profc3scd or aded 

Oll; particularly the doctt'illC, \.,.hich has a considerahle 
1101<1 on many minds, that per~oll . .; sllOnlLl be taxell 
more o'r less according as they ar0 supposed to benefit 
more or less hy the services of the U overll ment, or 
according as the services they receive cost lllore or less 
to the State. 

But the main (Juestion 1S, in what sense is eqnality 
of means to he und(>J'fltoo(l? awl what COl1fltitutes a 
}ll'l'fl()H'S means? They are, according to )'1r. Bal'r, 
of two deseri ptiOllS: prod ueti ve (if lJe have an Y Sllell) 

alld unprodueti\"e. The lol'mer are capital, ull(l1ancl . 
emplo,yeLl as a source of income; the latter is his 
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incomE', such parts cxcl~ptec1 as }w savcs and COIl verts 
into c'lpital. .In order, therefore, to reach the whole 
of his means, we oug'ht to tax bis income, and also his 
land and capital. 1\n incomc-tax ;\11'. J1aer l'rjccts, 
and some of the o~ieetiolls to it arc stated by him 
with much force. lncome, in his opinion, is best 
T!':wherl by taXI?;'; on commmpt.iol1, imposed on such 

articles or modes of outL'ty as can be taxed without 
iuterrerill~ with the c1mnllcb of hldllstl'Y, and as may 
be considered fair tests of a person's general expendi­
turo: houses, servants, horses, and carriages }\fr. Baer 
considers to be among the best. Capihl ~Lnll lanel he 
wOllld tax by a percentage on the;r money value, whieh 
(:lS he remarks) reprcsents, in the ease of capital, only 
such part of the incoll1e from it as if; measured by the 
ordinary rate of interest, and spares all such part as is 
either cOlnpensatioll fur extra ri~k, or a rcturn for the 
sl:ill and industry of the pu,,:-.cs;;or. The tax is to 
exteml to propcrty not 'yielding income, if of a kinu 
admitting of acculllu1ation, sHeh as houscs, fllrniture, 
pictures, :111<1 ~(,1l1ptllres, The practica1 means ofleyy­
illg snch a ta" an~ Jjseus~eel in some detail by )f1'. 

Baer, and he succl'c(ls to a great extent in showing 
that there nrc accessible criteria which would in most 
cases enaLle it to he assesseel with little Janger of 
fnllld by the hxp:'yol', or unduo exaction by tho 
recctyer, and without llarassillg inquisitiull into pri­
vllte aJlllil's; while, at the wor~t, t he evils of' this sort 
would he many tilllOS less for a tax on capital, than 
they necessarily are for faxes 011 income. 

The objection which we have to bring agaimt, :'ofT'. 
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Baer's scheme of taxation will easily be antidpated. 
The avere, or possessions of any one, on which taxation 
1S to be grounded, are estimated by a wrong standard. 
Taxation is to be proportioned to means; but a person's 
means of paying taxes, or of Learing any other burden 
of a pecuniary nature, do not consist of his capital and 
his income, but of his capital or his income. He possesses 
them both in the sense of legal control, but ouly one 
or other of them for the purposes of his own con­
sumption. His capital, so long as it remains capital, 
is not consumed by himself, but by the workpE'ople' 
whom he employs, and the proL1ncers of his machinery 

and material: if he diverts it ii'om their use to his 
own, it ceases to yield him an income. He can con­
sume either his capital or his income, but not both; 
and if he is taxed on both, he is taxed twice over on 
the same means of payment. The maxim that equal 
means should pay equal taxes has nothing to rest upon 
unless the means intended are those which are avail­
ahle to pay taxes from. 'Yhat forms no part of a 
person's means of expenditure for'lUs 110 part of his 
rneans of paying taxes: while, if he withdraws it from 
production and employs it as means of expendituro, it 
pa'y~, while it 1ast,s, ad!lit.iona.l tn,xAS on exppnilitl1re, 
and so, even in that case, satisfies t.he claims of finan­
ciu,l justice. It i:s true that though he has lJU uLlwl' 

advantage from his capital while it remains capital, he 
has a sense of power and importance connected with it; 
and in consideration of this it may be thought equit­
able to make him pay something <ukhtional to the 
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State. D,it this is departing from the principle of 
taxation in proportioll to me:ms, and introducing 
another principle, that of' distributive justice; it is 
bying a. tax on nn ullmntngcous social position-a 
measure which, if defensiLlc, must be so on moral or 
political grounds, not on economica1. 

Notwith"tumling, however, the wcl1-grounc1c<1 ob­

jections 011 the score of justice, in a merely pecuniary 
point of Yiew, to which a. tax on capital is liable, the 
subject cannot be a1together disregarded by economists 

• and politicians. No tax is in itself absolutely just; 
the justice> or lnjmd.ice of tny(>s r:m only be com­

parative: il'just in tho conception, they are neyel' com­
pleLdy HI! ill tlw applil:ati"ll; 1tlHl1t i~ quite 11os;.;ihle 
that nution,.; Illay H()[lW day hu obI ige<1 to rCfiOl't to a 
modcmte tax: on all})l'(lperty, a~ tIle least unjll"lt mode 
of l'ai~illg a part of tlu~iJ' revenup. The malty in­
jllstiecf.; of a dired inC'ome-tax aro generally aekno,v. 
ledged; while pCl'h:1ps the greatest of' all is Olaf \\'hieh 

is the least complained of, that it is a tax on conscience, 
and a premium on deception amI irnprolJity. The 
increase of commercial dishonesty, so much complaineu 
of for many years past, was predictcu by good judges 
as the certain effect of Sir Hobert IJecl's income-tax; 
and it wDI never he ]mown for how much of that evil 
product. the tax may he accountable, or in how many 
cases a false return of' income was the first uereliction 
of peeuniary integrity. Nevertheless, an income-tax 
is idt to be inuispensable on our present financial 
system, because without it there are actually no means, 
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xC', 'ognised by existing opinion, of making the richer 
dasl:>es pay their just share of taxation-a thing which 
cannot be done by any system of taxes on consump­
tion yet devised. Succession duties are, no doubt, the 
least objeetionable mode of making property, as 
distinguished from income, contribute directly to the 
State, and they should be employed us far as pmciic­
able; but unless the duty is very light, there is great 
difficulty in protecting it against evasion. The tax 
proposed b:r MI'. Baer may, therefore, Rome time or 
other, have to he ta.ken into serious consirleration: and 
should that time corne, his remarks on tlw practical 
side of the question will be found well worth attend· 
ing and referring to by those who have to deal with 
the subject. 

Emmett
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PAPERS ON LAND TENURE. 

EXPLANATORY STATE~IENT 

OF 

THE PROGRA}'fME OF THE LAND TENURE 
HE~'ORM ASSQUIA1'ION.* 

OF all our leading institutions, none are more un­
suited than the Land IJuws to the state of society 

of which the Heform Act of 1861 is tho harbinger. 
Originating in n.n :lge when the bndholders were 

.. July 1870.-The folll)wing is the Pl'o~ramme !-
I. '1'0 remove all Legal tw.d Fisca,l Impediments W the Transfer of 

Lund. 
II. To ~ecuro Ua, abolition of' tbe IJll.w 01: Primogen:ture. 
III. '1'0 restrict within t.he narrowest limits the power of Tying up 

Land. 
IV. To claim, for the benefit of the State, the Interception by 

Tuxut1()n of tho Future l:J !learned Increase of the Rent of Land (so far 
as the same ean be asccrtaineJ), or a great part of that increase, which 
is continually taking place, without any effort or outlay by the pro· 
prietors, merely thro Ilgh the growth of populn.tion and wealth; re­
serving to owuers the option of relinqaishing their property to the 
State at the market vallle which it may have acquired at the time 
when this principle may be adr>pteu by the Legislature. 

Y. To promot.e a policy of Encouragement to Co-operative All'ricul. 
turt', through the purchase by the Sta.te, from time to time, of Eotateil 

VOL. V. Q 
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masters of the countl'Y, it is no wonder tha,t tlteyshou1d 
require alteration now, when the country belung,;, 
at least, in principle, to the whole of its inh.abitants. 
Our laws relating to lanu are the remains of a sy~tem 
which, as history tells liS, was dl's:gned to pr0p up a 
ruling class. They were maue for the purpose of 
ke('pinel' to(rctllOl' tho bl''"est pVEsiLlo llOl3sessions in o 0 b Ii 

which ar(' in tllO market, rtnd the Letting of t.h0nl. under proper rc.:;u­
latiouR, to Sllrh Co-op£'I'utive Assnei:1,ti()n~, as ail'onl 81lllicient cl'iJcllce 
of spontalldty (l,nd pnJYrlise of .;tllciPIl::Y. 

II L 'fo W0:110t.C Ill.) }\\'qni"itiol, oJ' Lawl in a ~imilar manner, to he 
let t.o SllIall Culti\'ator~, ou c(lll,;itions, whidJ, while prolidi,lg for the 
proper cultiv-ntioll or' the !.t:Hl, ~h"ll tecu.n, lu Lh", clllliv"Lur t~ (l11n.Ll)le 

intL'rcst in it. 
\' n. Land~ l)(']o::1Q:in!:f to the C!l'Own. or to Pl;l)lie Boeci('s. or ellari'!!.­

LIe and otber EnJowments, to be muue u\'u.ilable forthe Knrn.j purposes, 
as sllita11c conditions arisc', as well nil for the Impron'lDent of tLe 
Dwellings of the \Vorkillg Ch~,es; anrl no ~ueh Jr..nlh to be RuJfcre(l 
(1II!IeSH in pursuance of the above mentioned elld8, or for peculiar and 
exceptional rcasons) to pas:; into l'riVlLtc IlfLuJs. 

VIII. AU Lands now \V~LKtc'. or requiring' an Act of Pruli:nnent to 
aut.horize their inclosur(', tv h, rdair:eJ frE' J\"uLional 1]'(,5: Compen­
sation being made :01' lIjanoriul rights llitel rig-:lts of Cuwlllon. 

IX. That whi],) it is expediellt to bring:t 1:1r;;,e portiou of the p,e­
sent 'VasteL:llllh llIl<ler CIl1i.iv[1tiul1 j',)r tila T)11rrU8CS n.ml on the prin­
ciph,g loia down in the pT(~eedinp; articles, it is dc:;iraLle thut t.he less 
fertile portion" e~]JcciaJiy ihoHe which arc w:tl,in reach vi' pop"lollS 
districts, shoulJ be retai nc,l ill a ~tato of wil,1 n:Ltuflll hClLuty, for 
the gcnl'r:l1 cTlj"'yment of the commullitl", alll cneonr:H;'PlUcllt in 'Ill 
classes of healthful rural taste" amI uf the lli;.;;hcl' order of plea,u!'cs; 
aho, in order to leave to fUlure gencratiejlls thp leeisiull of their ulti­
mate WlCS. 

X. '1'0 obtain for the Rtate the PI)\\'f'l' to tnlw POSf:cs,jon (with a 
view to their }1)'cBl'rvatirJl1) of nIl :\:L11l1':11 Ol,jl,(:ts, or Artificial ('eel­

stl'112tions nttucheu to tll'.' ~()i', wlJieh an' oj' Jw-tul'Ic:tJ, scientific;, or 
artistic intl'l'cHt, togl'l.hcr ,,,ilh "" )): 11 "h of'the SIIrl'tJ1lUd illg' lalJd a~ /lIay 
ll(~ t L011ght lli!ct:?~s:.Hry:. the OWllC'r):; lJUill;J COJdpUl.l.Sa'lou fur th(· Yl,t:uo vi 
the lalld so tulwu. 
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the families which owned the land, and by means of 
it governed the country. So long as tllOse families 
were not o1)1iged to share power with any other class, 
or with the people, the Land Laws were in many 
respects considerably worse than they are now; but 
,vhat is left of them has still the same object: to 
contri\"e tlHtt the land of tho family shall descenJ 
unhrok'!l1 t.o the c1l1e:it, son, ::tUG that the owner for 
the time being shall not be at liberty to defeat this 
pUl'}>():o;e by selling the land. J3y those means the 
land has LOCH prevented, to a large extent. from 
p:1ssing 011t. of tllA han(ls of t.11(~ i(llA into thoso of'i,he 

inuustrious, and its ownership 11;1::; been retained as 
the priyile;;c of a, ~mall and dccreasin:; llUlubel' uf 
1~unilies. 

The removal of these remains of fcudality is the 
ohject aimed at in the first throe articles oftha Society's 
Programme. They hope to be aidccl in :its attainment 
by ulll'(mi Liberals, not excepting- thos9 who demand 

changes much more drastic. An active and influential 
portion of the working classes have adopted the 
opini()]!, that private property in lalld is a mistake, 
Ul1l1 that the land ought to be re 1'i1.,1Ill 0<1, aml managed 
on account of the State, compensation being made to 
the proprietors. Some of these reformers look with 
jealousy on any reIaxdion of the land monopoly, 
thinking that an increase ofthe number oflanded pro­
priet.ors woulLl strengthen the obstades to a general 

resumption of the land. But even fi'om their point 
of view, there is another side to the question; smee, 

Q,2 
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(in a country like this, where there is not, as in Ireland 
:too France, an intense competition among t,he labour­
ing classes for land, raising it far above its reasonable 
value) whatever brings more land into the market 
tends to low~r its price. and diminisheR the amount 
of compensation which, if the views of these reformers 
were to prevail, tho nation wouIa have to P,lY to the 
landowners. 1\10anwhi]e, so long as land is private 
property, whatever facilitates its passing into new 
hands tends to increase its productiveness, and thereby 
its usefulness to the nation at large: since those 
among the owners who are least. provi(lGd wit.h skill, 
enterprise, and capital, are those who are under 
the strongest inducement to ficll tlil'ir lauu. The 
Sor.iety, therefore, venture to hope that even the 
most extreme section of land reformers will not reject 
this first part of their programme; while they are 
asRured of the support, to this extent, of many whose 
ideas of LlUld rrCllure Hoform go nO further. 

1'11e Society, however, are not content to stop at 
thi~ point. They are of opinion that much more is 
amiss in the present system of landed property than 
merely the restraints on its alienation. 1Vhether the 
hitherto fundamental institution of property in land 
is destined to be permanent, or to disappl'ltl', they do 
not take upon themselves to decide. On this, as on 
other questions of the distant future, pC'l'sons of both 
modes of thinking' may con:,istently gi\'!) the Society 
their SUppOI·t. rl'he Society is formed to promote, 
not the abolition of landed property, but its reform, 
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and the vir\(lication of those rights of the entire com­
muuity which IH'od not be, and nonr ought to have 

DeC]), waiv(!d in favour of the Jandlonls. Oue of tIIP:'13 

is the right of layillg l)(~enliar taxation on land. 
L:.mc1ou propc'rty enjoys a ~p(l(:ial ::ldv:mtage. 0\'('1' 

other property, and for tlmt ~pccial advantage it 
ought to pay. rl'his -is the purp()se of the Pounh 
Article of tho Programme. 

Tllere are 80me things which, if allowed to be 
articles of commerce at. all, canllot be pl'f:ventc(l from 
being monopolized articles. On all such the State has 
an aclmowledgerl right to limit the profits. Hail ways, 
for instance, are irw\'itahly a monopoly, and the State, 
accordingly, sets a le;j'allimit to the amount of railway 
f:1re8. Kow, land is one of these natural monopolies. 
The demand for it, in overy pl'o:;perous country, is 
constantly rising, while tIle land itself is susceptible 
of but litt10 inerease. All such articles, when indis­
pensable to human exi~tellce, tend irresistib1y to rise 
in price, with t.he progrcss of w,'aUh and population. 
'rlw rise of th e val ue of lalld, and of t.he incomes ofJanu­
owners, durillg the pl'e!'it~llt celltUl'Y, has been Cltormous. 
Part of it, undoubtedly, has heen uue to agricultural 
improvcmcnts and illn exp"wlitU1'0 of capital on the 
soil. :Jll1ch of it, howcver, is merely the rcsult of the 
incl'C'ased demand for agriculLural produuts, ana for 
buiJeling lanu, aHd wouhl have taken place even though 
no money ltad oePll laid out in increasing tho productive 
powers of the soil. Such outlay, moreover. a:; there 
has been, was madc, in a great proportion of cases, not 
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by the landlord, hut hy the tenant, who mayor may 
not have ueell imlernl1ifieu. by a temporary enjoyment 
of the profits; hut, sooner or latCl', the increased 
return produced by the tenant's capibl has become 
an unearned addition to the income of the landlord. 

The Society are of opinion that in allowing the 
land to become private property, the State ought to 
Laye. reserved to itself this accession of income, and 
that Japse of time does nut extinguish tllis ri~ht, 

vdtatever claim to compensation it may ('stabli~h in 
favour of the landowners. The land is the origimll 
inheritance of all mankilllL Tho usual, and by far 
the best argument fur its appropriation by individuals 
j~, LllaL private uWJl(~r:,;llip gin's the strongest motive 
for making the soil yield the greatest possible pro· 
duce. But this al'gullH'nt is only valitl for leaving' to 
the owner the full enjoyment of whatever value h~ 
adds to the land by his O\V11 exertiuns and e:xpe1H:!i. 
iure. There is no simiIu.r l'<'IWOll for ullowing llim to 
appropriate an jncl'ense of value to \vliil'h he has con· 
trilJllteu. nothing, but which accrues to him from the 
gt'neral growth of society, that is to say, not ii'om his 
own labour or expenditure, hut from that of other 
people-of tho eOn1tnllllity at largo. 

The Society do llot propose to <1isturb the land~ 
owners ill their past al;(lui~iL.iu!l:;. l~ut thoy a~sert 

tho right of tho Stato to an such acccl:'siolls of income 
ill tho future. Whatever value the lanrl may havo 
acquirt~<l at t,he time when the principle tJH~Y contend 
for shall obtain the assent of Parliament, they do 
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not propose to interfere with. If, rather than submit 
to bo speoially taxed on t,ho future incl'c(tse of his 

rent, a landmvnor prefers to l'elinquiRh his lanel to 
the State, the Society arc Wllling that the State 
should pay for it at its se1l1ng value. By this 
provision, all his jn~t claims will be ful1y satisfi:d, 
whi10 tll(', h~I1'gnin will .,till be high1y ::Hlvantageol1!il to 
tho nation, si11co an il1lliviclual novol' gives, in present 
mOlley, for a remote profit, anything like what that 
pront is worth to the State, which is immortal. In 
this mannel', that iucrease of wealth which now flows 
into the coflers of private persons from the mere pro­
gress of society, and not from their own merits or 
sacritlces, will be gradually, anel in an increasing pro­
portion, diverteel from them to the nation a~ a whole, 
from whose colledive exertions aml sacrifices it really 
proceeds. 'rIle Slate willl'ccei\'e the entire rent of'the 
land8 voluntarilv sold to it b\' their possessorf'!, 

v y 

together with a tax on the fllhm'l inCI'I':l.f;;(l of' rpnt, on 

those properties whose owners havc sufIicient C01111-

dcncc in the ju;;;tice and moacru,tion of the Stat.e Lo 
pl'l~fer rctainillg' them. These owners should be 
allowed. at an'y future period to alter their minds, allu 
give up their lunJs Jor the price fll'tit ofrereLl; or morc, 
if they can show that they have malle, during the in­
t,01'nllling period, subshllltinl ill1prOVemellts at their 

own cost. The optiou tl111S allowed would be a perma­
nent ::;ecuriL'y Lv Llw landowners against allY unjust or 
excessive exercise of the right of taxation by the Strtte. 

Objections have been made to the taxation of' a. 
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prof:pectiyc increase of rent, on the grounrl of aim· 
Gultie;,; of' execution; but thU1'0 \]j/liclIll ies, rairl,)' 
cncounterod, would not, it is conceived, he ycry 
serious. It is not necesfiary to enforce the right of 
th~ State to the utmost farthing'. A lar~o margin 
sllOu1U be allowed for pos:sible mlscalcuJatinn. A 
valuation of all tlHl laud III tbo countt'y would be 
made in tl:e first insiaHce, awl a, rCg'istl'iltion esbb­
Ii:sbeu of !:-iuusequent improvements made by tho 
landlord. Taxatioll would not commence until there 
had been time fur un increase of nil ne to accrue, unu 
should then be kept careful1y within tlw mnonnt of' 
increase due to general causes. If a landowner (~oult1 
provo that, ow in::; to special circumstances, bis c!'\tatc 

had not shared in the gCllcral rise of value, he would 
be exempt from tho tax: and at all e\'ents, if 11)(, just 
limit was excce<led, tIle power of snrrendering' the land 
at its original valuation, ungmclltcu by a just com­
pensation :for subsequent improvement:"~ would be a· 
sufilcient protection to the pecuniary illtere~ts of the 
landlords. 

This rC'HssertiOJ1 of the right of the State to lay 
fipecial taxation, ,yi1ltill the limit" now speeii1d, on 

the rent of IUlHl, is the extent of the daim made by 
the Socidy, in bellllll' of thc llatioll, npon tho lands 
,,"hiel! lw\"o boon pel'lllittoc1 to bl!L'OInO i1ll~ pn.hilllOllY 

of' private f:lUlilies. But therE' if; ,11lotller large por­
tion of tIle lands of the cOllllt!'y wllkh are llot yet 
pl'iYato property, and to these the Sncicty de llHllHls 
that tile right of the nation be hencciorth maintained. 
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As much of the origiflal right of the whole people to 
tlle lund as the llutivn hu.5 alrciHly parted with to 

individuals, the programme of the Association leave::; 
to those who have it. But ihey dCCll!edly object to 
parting ,vith any more. They demand that the prnc­
tice of com'orting public property into private should 
henceforth terminate. 

There are, in the first place, what arc callcel the 
common lan<1s. These are sail1 to belong to tho lord 
of the mallor. But they are not his like his private 
estate-to deal with as he pleases. They are not his 
for the prillcipal purpose to which land is applicable 
-that of cultivation. Even their spontaneous pro­
duce does not bcl(jng to him (,xelusively. The g;llne 

is his amI the (pame is nearlv the onhr thin o. tound , 0 ,) v b 

on them that bi his. The ]wtul'al pa~tUl'e, and the 
wood which gl'OWi' wild on the land, he shares with 
those of his nei~hbours who have rights of C0I111110n; 

and if he want,; to bring tllC bUll into cultivatjon, be 
must apply to the lnelosnre Commissioners, who 
ulJtuiu fur liiIll all Ad uf' Parliament. 1'1118 .Act of 
Parliamellt divilles the land between J1im and the 
adjacent luwlowncl's, who alone, in rural distrids, 
except by special ~~'l'ant from the lord of the manuI', are 
considered to have rig'hts of common; and neither 
tcnnnh: nor cotttt~e1'8, 8[1VO in (]uitc exceptional ClL-lCf!, 

obtain any compensation, unless that name is givell to 
the miserable reservation of a few acres for recreation 
ground or cottag'e allotments. The Society regard 
this disposa,l of the common lands as an iniquity, and 
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demand t,hat it shoula entirely cease. The demand 
is no infl'ingcmcnt of privato property. Neither the 
lord of the manor nor the neighbourillg' landowners are 
<'lltitle(1 to a farthing more than the value of what the 
land yields to them in its wild state. 'rhe Society 
nrc willing to respect exi~ting possession, but they 
prot,P1't against mnking a frpsh gift fl'Om th", nation 

to jts wealthiest memb(~l's. If free gifts are to be made 
at nIl, they shoukl at least bo l-C:SCrYcu li,)1" those who 
need them. 

W hen the :::ltute thinks jit to exercise its right to 
these waste land:;, tho lord of tho manor should be 
compensated for his manorial rights, ,mil the COll1~ 

1IIonel'S for their right,.: of common, at tho Qxistillg' 

yalue, and the land either kept open for the enjoy­
weIlL uf Lhe peuple or cuHivatt:u for llwil' use. The 

Society attach great importance to kccpil1g open 
extensive tracts in a state of wild natural beauty and 
freedom; and a large portion of the waste lands of 
the country are of too poor a quality to be worth 
much for any other purpose. When the ]ano.:is worth 
cultivation, and the W<lllts of society rC(luire dmt it 
should be cultivated, the mode of bringing it into 
cultivat,ion should bo principally determined by the 
interest of the labouring classes. "\tVere it desirable 
to give any further extension to private property in 
land, those classes would have a paramount clajm to 
be admiHed to a I5hare in it, by the grant of the land 
in small parcels to respectable agricnlturallabuurers 
at a fixed rent. But it~ as is, perhaps, more to ba 
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expccted, the opinion l))'c\Tails that any further per­
m:ment nli0nation of the land is undesirall1e, these 
bnds will remain with the State, or with local autho­
riti('s, a<; a nlt'ulI:; ortl'yin~, with the greatest advantage 
and uncleI' every varidy of circlImstances, the modes 
in which hnJ can be most successfully managed on 
the public account-whether by c(1pihtlist farmers, 

,,,ith stipnlation:-i for the benefit of t.he labourers, or 
lJY lUlJg' h:,1~(,:S Uti jJwper contliLiolls to small cultiva.­
tors, or finally, by co-operati\re :f~l.l'ming. 

A still more valuable resonrce than the common 
lands consists of the lanel owncd by public bodies and 
endowed in~titutions, These possessions are not, in 
uny 8('11[;0 whatcvcl', pl'ivrrtc propel'ty, No onc of 
those who profit Ly them has more than a life interest, 
most have not so muc]l, ancl their interests can be 
bought up, or sufferetl to expire. All enlightened re­
former", acknowledg'c tlw moral di:,;tinction between 
)ll'jlmh\ pm}lpl'ty l1lHl 1111hli~ pnrlmvnwnh:; and it i~ 
now an admitted dodrine among Libernli:l, that endow­
ments, aftcr a ccrbin lCllgth of duration, arc at. the 
disposal of the State, which ii'om that time should 
fix their· destination. I'll any endowments are posi­
tively mischievous, and ought to be extinguished. 
Others, especially educational endowment:;;, are highly 
meful, and under better management will, it may be 
hoped, become more so; and many, now worthless 
ji'om abuse, only require to be properly looked after. 
A portion of the lands of the country, much larger 
and more valuable than the public in general are 
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aware of, is thus at the disposal of the State. H 
can keep those lands toget,her, and adllliuister them 

either for the ol~jects to which they are appropriated, 
or for such other oldects as may be consitlered pre­
ferable, and permit them to be lease(l or occupied 
on such terms as it thinks fit hv individuals or 

01 

assoeiations. It may, without injustice or detriment 
to anyone, make use of them for allY well-considered 
social or philanthropic experiments. Among the lands 
thus disposable is tlte soil oflarge portions of our great 
towns, and particularly of London. It is obvious 
what facilities their possession ",-ould give for promo­
ting every improvement that tend:;; to raise the con­
dition of the mass of the peopb: sanitary works, 
improved dwellings, puhlic gardens, co-operative build­
ings, co-operative agriculture, useful puhlic institu­
tions of every kind. * 

... Thet'e are some who think it a u~ef\ll provision for t.he pu;)lic in­
terest that iniliv;uuals sllOnid have the power to blly lemd as an invest­
ment, with an eXpl'CSH view to ol.!tu.illing, throu~h it~ rise in ,"ullle, a, 

futuro proyiaion 1'01' their :'o,mily nt, 0, cornpn,ru\,;vcly m.odcrntc prooont 

expense. It iR tLuught t.hat this power, in the hands of indiviJllals, 
en,uses an carlier use to be !!laue, tlll'uugh private foresight, of situa­
tions advantagcou8 for buihlillg or for illduslrial purposes. thaon wonld 
otherwise be the case; and tlmt of this foresight it is ,iust that the in­
divillliah ,hvuld. reap tilt, ·ueud1t. llllL ill ;1I"w,,1' tv lh:, 1L ,ItUlllJ Utl 
consi<let'ed, that it would be the duty of th(, Land Department of the 
State to exercise :i'Ol' its bellciit tbe foresig'ht, l:OW exercised by indivi. 
duals for theirs. Neither woulll the bencfitH of inlliviLlual sag'lleity be 
lost to the community; ~iuco tho persun who first pCl'ceivcu. th,~ [Lelvan­
tageo,ls use to which n pieco of laonu m:ght be put, wouJu, if he conhl 
llut a.cquire the absolute property, bave th" reSOllrce of ;LT,plyin;.; to 
t1>" Lalla nepurtm,;nt for [L J(m,g },;n"e; whic.h thercl need he 110 doubt 
that in such cases it woulJ I:.W the policy of the ~t<.lte to grant. 
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TJwse :important reforms are tile o~ject of'the 7th, 
SLlI, alJl.I !JLIJ arLicle:; vi' the l'rugT<llll]]Je. Dut ium,­
much as the wustc lands, una the lalll1s belonging to 
public bodies, are irregularly and unequally distri­
buted through the country; and the means which 
they alford, as \ve11 for executing l'ccognisccl improve­
monts, as for In,jngin~ to an experimental tcesC Pilch as 

are yet, untried, ought not to he confined to some 
neighbourhoods, hut should exist in all parts of tlle 
country; it is thcl'r1{)l'c provit1td, by the 5th a11d Gth 
articles, that the Stntc should purchase from privatc 
owners estal:es which arc in tIle murket.. ",hen such 
purchasc is necessary jor giving' u fhir trial in any 
neigld)()urllOoc1 to co- operati vc ngricu lture, or to a 
properly regulated system oj' small ilU'1ning, 

The lOth article 01 the Programme rcquires no 
explanation. It, is contrary to all principle that private 
proprietors, who may bp, and olten arc, liberal and 
enlightened, hut WllO may, on the contrary, be the 
most ignorant and capricious of mankiud, should have 
the I)()wer of de:-troying, or of' closing from public 
view, natural curiositic~, or monuments and historical 
relies, of the greatest value to science, to history, anJ. 
to t1lC inst,nwtioll ::l.1ld elljoyment of e,Tel'Y person in 
tlle country wlw has sufficiont knowledge and intelli­
gence to appreciate t]wir value. 
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LAND TEN eng I~EFOR~L 
Vd,r(')'(~d lotl! JIay, 1871. 

Al!'T ~~ U the great changrs tbat have Ilf'rn made in 
onr political constitution it is im}Jo:"sible that the 

htlvs relating to landed property should not come up 
for l'evi>:ion. It is a rule, to which history ns yet 

furuishes few exceptions, that nations are governed 
by their landed proprietors. At all cvents, they 
have l'uled this country; Ilot <kspotlcaHy, f'O" tb8 
pcople, in the last five centuries, havfl always had 
some share in the government; but the landlords, 
and those who looked forward to being landlords, have 
l1ad the command of Parliament up to the last Hefonn 
Act, and still wield enormous power. The making of 
the laws which concerll tliem:"elves has been in their 
own hands; and they have use(l the power a~ people 
generally do use power, for the promotion chieHy of 
their own objects. I do not ehal'ge them with any 
special perversity, or with being W01'tie in any respect 
tlum people usually are, They f'barc:cl the eommon 
infirmity of human nature, which it requires a rare 
strength of character to overcome, It must be said 
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also of our Janded classes of the present and of recent 
times, that they did not make these sp]fit-;h laws, but 
inherited them. Their own minds were enslaved by 
truuitiolH11 notions handed down from ancestors moro 
overhearing, more tyrannical, less capable of under­
standing the rigMs of other people, than anyone is 
l1O\\'. 'Ve ought to feel the greatest iuduJgence for the 
diHicnlty they have in freeing themselves from these 
mental trammels; and we should make our appeal, 
not Ollly to the puhlic, hut to the more high-minded 
and open-minded of the lanclolvners tbemselves, of 
whom t.here are a great numbf'l', to lI"A t.lwil· minch on 
these questions, and help us to get rid of the efiects 
of pust injudicc. 

:For the inju~tice, truly, 'vas great. I pass over the 
original title hy which ]anJcd property was acquired, 
which we know, in this country, was for the most 
part foreign conquest. Nor neeJ I expatjate on the 
f'llavery. or ~crtdom, jn whidl tl>1~ rural population 
were kept for 1')0 many ecnturics; It)r t1Hlt has long 
been at, an end. I coniIne my~clf to evils which are 
Iitill unremediec1, and I remark that the land was for­
merly llClll Ruhjeet to the obligation of Jlf·rsonnl .'leI" 
vice in tillle of ~war, and mnny hllJ'deu:'<omc dues of the 
Crown in tillle of pettet" from all of which: in the .rCigll 
of Charlf'f'\ II., thp bnllllmh l·elion·1l theIIl'wlV(~s; und 
\v}Utt (lid they grant to tlln Crown instead? Au 
excisn on hp(,l'. SOOIt alrel' tlli:'< eamo the Hcyolution 
of HISS, which, among other ehamderistie:-:, lmd one 
110t sufficicl1 tly llotiectl by historians; it "YUS a revo-
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lution made by the towns against the country gentle­
men. One of tho ii'Hit:'> of it vms a tax on the land, 
of 48. in the pound, which at that time may have 
been considen!d an equivalent for the l111rclens wInch 
had been taken oil' the landlords. But the lands were 
rated to the tax at, ~1 fixed valuation, made by the 
landlords to begin with, and whieh, in spite of the 
enormous increase in the value of land, has never since 
ueell rai:;eu.; tsU LlmL the llumiua14s. dues Hui nuw e.\.~ 

ceed a real Is., while on the VUi:it town properties 
which have been created hy the extension of building 
it is oftcn only a fraction of a penny, 

rl'hat is the first gl'cat wrong Llonc to the nation by 
the landed interest. 'l'bc scconu is this :'nlO ri;;hts 
of landed proprietors were in many cases legally 
limited by rights of common enjoyed by the neigh­
bouring inhabitants. These rights the bndlonls 
have been gradually absorbing; formerly, often by 
downright usurpation; latterly, by the machinery of 
private Acts of Parliament and tho Enclosure Com­
missioners; and they are even now pursuing the same 
course, diviuing among themselves every year thou­
sands of acres which ought to bo left open for the en­
joyment or cultivated for the bCIlCJ1t of the people. 
"While this process of absorption has been going on, 
a set of law,; lmve been in force, mado by tho landlords, 
and intendecl to make sure that no land which onco 
got within their grip should. ever get out of it. The 
laws of landed tenure have been cOlltl'ivell for the pur­
pose of keeping together the largest possible lauded 
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possessions in the families which alre:vly holel the 
lUlHl; rmel though these laws have Ll~elL !;ull~jdt'rably 

l'elaxed. in tho progress of improvement, such is still 
their practical enect. So much are the I)ower and 
dignity of the class the tirst object, that to it are 
saerificed the interests and wishes of the very persons 
who for the time heing represent the class. When 
land is in settlem,mt, as mOf;t lanel is, the landowner 
has only a life interest in what is called his property; 
he can neither sell it, nor b~qu2ath it, nor even grant 

-leases exceeding, I helieve, 21 years. The landlord 
hill1~elf is denied the full use of the land, for fear 
t.hat some of it should go out of the family into other 
hands. 

It is time that this mode of' dealing with landed 
property, as if it existed for tho p~owel' and dignity of' 
the proprietary class and not for the goneral good. 
should henceforth cease. This Assoeiation acknow­
lrdgp.s no ()t.h~,. legitimate end of bnJed property 
than the interest we all have in the proper appli­
cation of the laud Lv L1Ie waIlts of the human race. 
The Association recognizes no rights to land that 
are not subordinate to this: amI they have in­
scribed in their programme a series of measures in­
tended to bring back landed property to this its 
rightful purpose. 

Some of the articles of our programme it is sufficient 
just to mention, because, though very important, they 
are of f:;O moderate a character that they hardly need 
any justiiication. POl' example, it is quitllunnect'ssary 

VOL. V. R 
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that I should say anything against the law of prJm()~ 
geniture, fur that i!'i sure LO go. The pre~cnt Govt'm­
ment have taken that task upon themselves. ::;Olllc­
thing must be saiu about the laws of settlement and 
entail, by which land can be settled on a series of 
persons one after another, ending with one ydlO is 
perhaps unborn, and until this. unborn child comes of 
age the land cannot be sold, nor any change be made 
in the order of descent. Now, whether any other kill (1 
of property, in the funds for instance, should he 
allowed to be bequeathed in this manner, need not 
now be ronsiuered; but the land is too precious to 
the whole community to be detained by legal fetters 
in the hands of those who cannot make the best use 
of it. Land tied up from alienation stagnates in the 
bands of the idler, tl e spendthrift, the incapable; 
allow it to be sold, an(l they are soon obliged to part 
with it to the skilful, the energetic, the enterprising'. 
If the law allows bud to be private property, it should 
be as marketable a commodity, sold and bought with 
asliiUe relStriction, as any article of commerce. Thjs 
was an o~ject very dear to :lIr. Cobden, who thought 
that free trade in land would elld by bringing a grent 
1)a1't of the land into the hands of the people: nnd 
many excellent persons, of strong popular sympathies, 
go thus f~l.r, who have not yet been able to reconcile 
themselves to going with us any further. I will say 
no more on this point, as I IHwe to speak of others 
which require explanation much more. 

We hold that all property in laud is subject to the 
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wiH of the State. This is the broacl principle on 
which OlIr claims are founded, uml which, as long as 
it i:o:. confined to theory, few will dispute. Land-and 
hy land I mean the whole material of the earth, un­
clArgronnd as well as above-not having been made 
by man, but being the gift of nature to the whole 
human rac!:, could only be appropriated by the con­
sent, eit,her express or tacit, of society: and society 
remains thc intcrpreter of its own permission; with 
power to make conditions, with power even to revoke 
its consent, on giving- due compensa,tion to the in­
terests that it has allowed to grow up. There is an 
A~sociation, known as the Tjanc1 and Labour League, 
'which maintains that society ought to exert this 
extreme right. According to them, all the land of 
the country should be nationalized, and the rents paid 
into the Exchequer, compC1l8ution being made to the 
proprietors. This opinion tho Land Tenure Ueform 
Association does not UI'! a body adopt. 1I1any mp-m· 
bel's of the Land and Labour I_eague, waiving difl'er­
euces of opinion, arc members also or Lhis Association, 
but it contains many other members who are of a 
contrary opinion. Speaking' for myself individually, 
T ~J\ol1ltl say that the thing might l'ig'ht.J'ully btl dOlle, 
if it were exped.ient to do it, and l do not know that 
it may not be reserved for us in the fUlUte; but at 
pl'(,~l'llt I decidedly do not think it expeui';.'nt. 1 
11:1"0 so pOOl' an opinion of State management, or 
municipal management either, that I am afrai,l many 
years would elapse before the re\'enue realized for th~ 

R 2 
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State would be sufficient to pay t,he indemnity which 
would be justly claimed by the dispu1>scssed proprie­
tors. It requires, I fear, a greater degree of public 
virtue and public intelligence tlian has yet been 
attained to administ.er all the land of a country like 
this on the public account. The administration of 
the waste lands is as mueh, I think. as we are at 
present equal to. At nIl events, I think we had better 
llw'ke a hegllluin;; wiLh that, and give a Lhvwugh 

trial to collective bcfol'c we snostitutc it for imlividual 
munagement. Anu since I have been led to speak of 
the waste lands. I will nC'xt explain that part of the 
society's programme which concems them. 

'1'ho greatest stick lor for tho rights of property will 

hardly deny that if land, the gift of nature to us all, 
is allowed to be the private property of some of us, it 
1s in order that it may be cult.ivated. Every defellce 
of the In:stitution of' lanued property that I have met 
with, dednres that to be its objed. "Why, Hum, 
should any lanu be appropriated that is llot cultivated? 
Observe, by cultivated, I do llot mean ploughed up. 

Pastur''Ige is as necessary, in this country even 1'l.101'e 

necessar.f. than com land; and woodland is necessary 
too. I do not mako war against parks; t.hey are 
already vcry produdi vo pitstnrage, almost t.he best 
sheep pastures we have; and the extreme beauty of 
many of them, a kina of beauty found in no country 
but this, and whieh is our chief cOlllpensation for tile 
palem'ss of 0111' sun and sky, should make us prize 
them as a national benefit. I should be sorry to see 
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the trees cut clown, and the grounel laid out as f'1rms 
are laid out now, in ugly squares of cornfield, without 
even hedgerows to separate them. I own, however, 
tll<lt I do not thillk the possessors should have power 
to bar out the public from the sight and enjoyment of 
this beauty. With reasonable reservution for privacy, 
I think tlmt pnrh; ~h()1l1(1 he 0p0n to the public, as, 
to tho credit of the owners, many are now. But 
what we are at pre~ent, concerned with i:s the wu:stes, 
-the really wild lands, which are stlll as nature lert 
thom, producing nothing except wild animals and 
spontaneous vegetation. N ow, I don't say that it 
was wrong not to cultivate these lands. I don't say 
that ull of them ought to be cultivated now; but I 
say that, cultivated or not, they ought to belong to 
the nation. If a common is not to be culti'rated, why 
should any man be allowed to put a fence round it 
and exclude the rest of the world? If it is to be 
cultivated, what excuse is there for dividing it among 
the landowners, instead of keeping it for the people? 
Even if some landlord had a legal right to cultivate 
it, a right not used for so many centuries has fairly 
lapsed by disuse. But in general nobody has the 
right, and whoever wishes to cultivate must ask per­
mission from Parliament. ·What has kept some good 
lands ullcultivated is that a great many persons have 
rights of common, entitling them to use the spon­
taueuus pruuuce. "'\Yh,:U the lon1 uf the manur und 
all the commoners agree, they can divide the land 
among' themselves and enclose it. }-'ortunately, a. 
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single public-spirited commoner, refusing his cOllf:er:t, 
cu.n frnstrate this beautiful arrangement; find in this 

way, quite recently, 13erkhampstl'ud and l']urnstead 
and other commons have been saved. 'Yhcn the 
commoners do not all consent, or when there are too 
many of them to he bought out one by one, applica­
t.ion i" mnclA to the "fi:ndosure Commissioners, who put 
the common into their annual Bill and divide it 
among the lantlholt1ers. A 8 the 80,000 persoIls who 
~hare among them the cultivated 80il of this island 
have not yet, as it appears, got land eDough, Par­
liament throvl"s in every year many thousand acreg 
more, to which it is not even pretended. that they 
have a right. 

And ob~el've at whose cost i,his has been done. The 
rural labourers had once (it was a long time ago) a 
very substantial bcncfit from the waste lands. Most 
of them occupied cottages on or 11ear some common 
or green, and could feed a cow or a few geese upon 
it. The cottager had then something, though it was 
but littlo, that he could call his own; he did not ab­
solutely depend for cbily food on daily wages or 
parish assistance: when the common was taken away 
he had to sell his cow or his geese, and sink into the 
dependent, degraded condition of an English agricul­
turallabourer. He often got no compensation: when 
he did, if it was even a little bit of the land, he was 
soon cheated out of' it 01" persuaded to sell it, the 
money was quickly spent, and his children were no 

. better for it. They would have been much better for 
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the cow and the geese. In modem Enclosure Bills 
thoro aro sometirncCl, thon~h by no TIleaUI:! u,lways, tt 

few wretched acres reserved for recreation ground aud 
garden allotmonts; by which htst phl',tse are meant 
small pubhes of ground, not given to the labourers, 
but which they are allowed to hire at enormous rents. 
r:rhere is now before the lIouse of Commons a BiH 
brought j'n by the Government, which professes to be 
a reform of this system. And what does the Bill 
say? It says that in future, when a common is en­
closed, a t.enth part of it shall be reserved for recrea­
tion and allotments-provided that this tent.h does 
not exceed 50 acres. :More than 50 acres are not to 
be reserved on any account, not eyen if the Enclosure 
Commissioners should do so unheard-of a thing as to 
propose it. Fjfty acres, out of sometimes 1,50() or 
2,000. Fifty acres for the people; all the rest for the 
30,000. What a Abte of' things it mllst be when 
such a propos;]'] aR this is called, and really is, all 

improvement! 
'I'he Land Tenure Reform As~ociation invite the 

public to Join in uncompromising opposition to this 
system. We demand, not fewer enclosures or larger 
reservations, but no more enclosures at all. unless 
for the benefit of the people. Let lords of manors 
and commoners receive 11 moncyequivalent for the 

proflts they now derive from their rights in the land, 
awl let the land itself be vested in some public 
authority in trust for the nation. The first thin~ to 
be done is what was proposed in the House of Com-
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mons by Mr. "\Vinterbotham-let us hope that, now 
when he is in the GoYcrnmcnt, he will endCilYCIlr to 
obtain it for us-a general survey of the waste lands. 
"V'{hen it has been made known what they are, their 
quantity, their quality, and their situation, then 
appoint a Commission to consider and report Wllut 
port,ion of t,iunn .. houlrl h? hpt, opell flW th~ (,l)joy. 

ment of the lovers of natural freedom and beauty, and 
what part should be cultivated for the benefit, not of 
the riell, but of the poor. And let the first thought 
be for the mo~t depressed part of our working popu­
lati.on, the wretchedly pajc1, downt,ro(Men, semi. 
JJauperised, agricultural labourers. 1'11e experience of 
allotments has shown how much the occupation of 
land, even on the most extortionate terms, can do for 
these neglected creatures. The allotments are gene­
rally the worst land in the parish, but the produce 
they raise from it is prodigious, and enables them to 
pay exorbitant rents. Let them have it at rents that 
are not exorbitallt: and when they luLve had it long 
enough to show that they arc capaLle of' mnnnging it 
properly, let them have long leases at fixed rents j 
and when a labourer has shown that he knows how 
to make gooll use of aJ litHe land, give him more. 
W-hen possible, make the engagements with associa· 
tions of labourers, combining their labour, that thH 

grca,t principle of co-operative industry may have a. 
filir trial on the land. By th,.;:'5o improvements, 
honestly conducted by persons who desil'e their suc· 
cess, a lltlW lite may be breathed into our unfortunate 
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agricultl11 al population, while a fair share of lihe yaille 
given to the lands by reclamation woulu go ill relief 
of t,he general taxation of the country. 

But the commons are not the only lanels in the 
ldng(lom which have as yet becn kept out of private 
hands. '1'1Ie1"e arc also the great estates of public 
bodies and endowed institutions. Of all the abuses 
and malversations in the management of' public mat­
ters in this country, the abuses of endowments are the 
most flagrant. It begins to be felt that tho whole of 
them oaght to be taken in hand by the nation and 
thoroughly reformed; and a thorough reform in most 
cases means that their lands sllOuld either be managed 
for them by the 8tate, or takcn a\vay altogether, iluch 
of them as are fit to be continued receiving money 
endowments instead. If tllis were doue, a great extent 
of landed posscf:lsions would be at the disposal of the 
nation j aud with all the defects of Stato management, 
manugement by endowod institutions :is generally 80 

much worse, that even after giving them full compen­
sation, to which JlJUIlY of them are by no means en­
titled, a considerable surplus would prohably be 
realist:d for the State. Much of this is town property; 
a distinguishecl member of this association, who knows 
the subject olt1ciaIly, can tell you, that one may v,'alk 
:for several miks across London without once tuking 

bis foot oil' the pl'Opl'rty of bome cndo\vcd institution. 
I have seen it estimated that a fifth part of Loudon 
belongs to them. It js well known how great a hin­
drance the obstinate selfIshness of the owners ot' housa 
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property opposes to that most urgent reform, the 
ill1provemeuL ur the dwellings of the \\'orkin!; c1ul'Ises. 
If thos~ lands were resumed, what facilities would be 
atlurded for that, as ,veIl a3 for open spaces, pnblio 
gardens, co-operative buildings, useful public institu­
tions, sanitary measures, and generally for all im­
provements that are beneficial to tl1e poorer classes. 

These arc our purposes with reganl to the lands 
wl1ich are not yet I'lwallowed up jn the possessions 
of private individllals. It remain:3 to tell you what 
we propose re;:;pectillg lanJs which belong to private 
owners. 

Tl1e Association does not propose to resume these 
lands, nor to take from tIle llOlders by a 101'ceJ sale 
any part oftIta value which they have already acquired. 
We leave undisturbed present possessions. But there 
is an incident of landed property which goes beyond 
present possession, and which we do not feel bound to 
respect. Land. is lirnited in quantity, while the 
dcmaml for it, in a prospc\'OUS country, is constantly 
increasing. The rent, the1'et"ol'o, and tho price, which 
depends on tho rent, progressively rises, not tl,rough 
the exertion or exp(:nJitul'c of the owners, to which 
we should not oLUeet. but hy the mPl'fl g1'Owth of 
wealth and population. The incomes of landowners 
1,11'0 ri::.illg' whik tIH',Yare sleeping, throngh the gene­
ral prosperity produced by the labour awl outlay of 
other people. Some IJcople ask-Hut wily single out 
tIle luuu P Does not all property rise in value with 
the incl'ca~e of prosperity P 1 answer, no. All other 
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property fluctuates in value, now up, now dO\vn. I 
d\.'fyanyone to show any ];:lnd of property, not Pill'· 
taking of the soil, and sllfficiently important to h: 
worth considering, which tends ste:.tdily upward, with~ 
out anything being done by the owners to give it 
increased value. So jitl' from it, that tho other of 
the two kinds of property that yield income, namely 
capital, instead of increasing, actually diminishes in 
value as soclety advances; the poorer the country, or 
the fmcher back we go in hi:.;tol'Y, tho highor we find 
the interest of money to be. Land alone-using 
hmd ai> 11 gCllcral tCl'l1'.l {or tho whole matt)l"ial of the 

earth-has the privIlege of steadily rising in value 
frulll natuml cu,u:se:s; aml Uw rea::sun i::; llJilL lauu IS 
strictly limited in quantity: the supply does not in­
crease to meet the constant incl'ease of demand. The 
Land 'Crmure Heform Association see no grounds of 
justice upon which this surplus vulue, the creation of 
society ibelf, should be a.l):J.Il(.lone<1 to the lundllOldcrs. 
1Ve think it, for example, consummately unrcasonaole 
that because certnin families, or th.eir progenitors t.wo 
or three generatiolls ago, happened to own land over 
which this great capital, or other large towns, have 
since extended themselves, the estates of these hunilies 
should now be worth millions of money, to which 
they have contributed nothing eitlJer in work or ex­
pellditure except signing leases. Well woulli it hnve 
been if this diversion of the public wealth had been 
foreseen and guarded against long ago: let us at least 
prevent any more gigantic fortulIe::; fi'om Leing built 
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up in a similar manner. The Association c1Hlms for 
Uw tHuLe. the right to impose special taxation upon 
the laud, equivalent to its special ad.vantage. Some 
writers awl others, who do not know the meaning of 
words, eall this confiseation; although we tell them 
that if any bndlonl objects to it, we are ready to hold 
him h::mll]ess, by taking the hmd ofr his hands at its 
pl'eseut selling price. This is all he would have been 
entitled to if his land had been taken for a railroad; 
flIHl if this is conilscation, every Ru,ilway Act is con· 
ti~cation too. For my part, I am well cOllvinced that 
lamllonls will prefer to retain their land even on the 
altered couditiolls. But if any landlord filiUS t,hat 
the State does him nIl injustice, by laying on a tax 
more tllan equivalent to the natural increase of his rent., 
we leave the original otICI' still open; he may at any 
time avail himself of it, by uccepting the sum first ten­
dered, with the at1dition of compensation for any 
improv':]11ent ma,Ie in tho moantime by himself. 

By this reform, if the country remains pro:o;perous, 
aCl)Dsiueraille revenue will in time be oiltained by 
the State from the increased v~tll1e of bIld. It would 
not begin to come in immeiliately, because time must 
be nllovl.'ed for the increased value to accrue. But I 
Hee no reason why the State should not graut, to any 
landlord. who dC3ircfl it, a lease of its prospective 
rights; allowing him to free himself for life, or for a 
term of yea.rs, from the claim of the St:lte on the 
increase of his rental, by paying during that period a 
fixed tmnual sum; whereby the State would obtain a 
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pal,t of the pecuni:try benefit at once. OJ' he might 
commute the claim for an extnt :succes~ion duty un 

any Y:lC;tllCY that occurred within the term. 
TheRo are the principles [m<l the proposals of the 

.Land Tenure Herorm Association. There are perMVns 
to whom these meaSUl'es appear extremely audueiolls 
and subversivo. I eSI)(:lCt runter that th0"'o who come 

after us Blay think our propos:Lls very moderate and 
timid. :For it is easy to forei'iee tlmt this conntry, 
and all EUl'opt', arc enterjng ul)on an em in which 
til oy ,,,ill 11a V(J to discU8S novelties far more alarming, 
:mll whieh will kill(llP. much nt'l'Cl'l' Jlilssions than 
those. '1'0 confine IYlyself to the subject of land, the 
idea of ,111 cntire alJolition of' la11l1c(1 property is taking 
a strong hold on an active amI stilTing' portion of the 
working classes. Ours is u.n honcst attempt to flad ,t 

middle ground of compromise, '",hieh, avoiding indi­
vidual injustice, and :->paring past acquisiliolls, shaH 
maintain the right of the entire community to all 
that it has not 'yet parted witll, aml finally close the 
door to any furthcr private appropriation of what 
should belong to the puhlic. It does not seem to me 
that this is too IBuch for the landed interest to COll­

cede; al1(l kss than this there is not the smallest 
chance that the workittg classes will long accept. 
Even those who take the most unfavoumLlc view of 

the changes in our social arrallgemenh which are 
demanueu with increasing energy in behalf of the 
workiug' classes, would. be wise to consider that when 
chlims u,l'e made which are partly just and partly 
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beyond the boundH of' ju~ticc, it is no lc~!o1 politic 
than honest to concede with a good will all that is 
just, and bke their defensive stand on the line, if 
they are able to hud it, which separates justice fr(lm 
injustice. 

Emmett
Page8
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NO\V, whrll the qne;;tion of the constitution and 
Emits of property in land lJas fairly come to the 

fr011t, and a majority of Liberal politicians find it 
necdf'ul to inc1ude in their programme some improve­
ment in the existing arran~elllcnts on that suqjcct, it 
is time to consider which among the lninor modifica­
tions th~\t alone find favour with the more timid 
or lllore cautious innovators deserve to be supported 
by tho~e who desire greater changes, and which are 
those that should be opposed, either as giving a re­
newed sanction to wrong principles, or as raising up 
new private inil'rests hostilo to a thorough r('forl11. 
Thc're arc at present two proposals n:tfccting IJroperty 
ill luud whid! enb'a~'e a cUll:-;it1erable anti increasing 

amount of public attention: one, the ulJrogation of the 
right of primogeniture, and the abolition or great 
relitriction of the power of making settlements of land; 
the other, that corporations and endowetl institutions 
f!hould be r~(luil'ed to I'd! their lands, und invest tho 
proceeds in the funds or utlwr llU\)lie ~ccul'ities. The 
cliffe-renee between thp~e two pr(\jects u Jro I'd::; an 
illUlShation of the l)rilleiples which, we think, should 

• EJ!mnine1', Jan. 4 and 11, 1873. 



256 PAPERS O~ LA~D TENURE. 

guide tllejlldgment of land tenure reformers in matters 
of this nature. Tho former of the ty\o'O is, in our 
opinion, entitled t.o thC'il' full support; the latter 
should be strenuously resisted by them. 

Detore proceeding farther. it is right to explain 
whom we mean Ly land tenure reformers. On so new 
a question therc arc natumll y many ShiH1c1l of opinion. 

There are some with whoso plans we agree, others 
from whom we difTer; we address oursC'1vcs equally to 
both. There are those who aim at what is called the 
nationalisation oftho land; the substitution of collec. 
tive for individual property in thc' soil, with l'e~s:onahlo 
compensation to the landowners. Their doctrine is 
far from being:-io irraLiollal as is pl'eLewletl; they have 

milch to say for themselves. Nor is theirs a wholly v • 

untried theory. It has the feudal trauitions, and the 
general practice of the East, on its side. N e"ertheless, 
for reasom; which we shall have many oppol'ilmities of 
stating, we l~re dccldeJly of opinion that, whatovB10 

may possil>ly be the cag~ in a distant future, this 
schemo is ultog-dlter ullsuited to the prl'!'Ient time. 
But, short of thi:'i, there are mouificatiollS of the rights 
of landed property of a more or le~s fundamental 
character, ,\'hich have already numerous supporters, 
and are likdy, as we believe, before long to become 
widely popular. There is the principle asserted by 
the IJund Tenure Hef()rm A:'>sociution; that, inasmuch 
as lalld in a prosperolls country brings in a constantly 
increasing income to its owner, apart frolll any exer­
tion or expenditure on his part, it may and ought to 
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be suhjected to sprcial taxation in virt.ue of that in­
Cl'CHse. Again, jt js l11nilltaLTl('cl that, inasmuch a:.; the 
acknowledgcu enrl for l',hich land j~ allowcd to be ap­
propriated, is that it may be made more productIve, 
the right ofpropcl'ty ought not to cxtend to that which 
remains ullproductive : and that if large tracts oflalld 
are kept in a wil<1 stat:n hy t,hf'il' ownel'S, eith~r for 
purposes of amusement, or because they cannot be let 
at a rent (thongh they might amply remunerate a. 
labourer cultivating for himself) the State should 
resume them, paying only their present yalne. Again, 
there might be a limit. set to the extent of'territory 
which cou1cl be held by a single proprietor. :MaIlY 
other changes might, he proposed, more or l('~s exten­
sive, more or 10;;8 expedient, but all compatible with 
the maintenance of the iustituti{lll of landed property 
in its broad outlines. N ow, the reforms which are 
propos8d on the subject of primogeniture, and of 
entails and settlcnwnts, arc or a (lifiel'ent character. 
Instead of limiting, they would increase the power 
ovor the land of the existing gcneration of land­
owners; and accordingly, the Supporters of mOre 
urastic changes are much divided. as to whether thc5e 
particular measures ought or ought not to be sup­
ported, 

Among the reasons for getting ,.iil of the law of 
primogeniture and the existing laws of entail and 
settlement, the one which we oftenest hear, awl which 
carries most weight with many of the assailcmts of 
those laws, is that by keeping land out of the market 

VOL. V. s 
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tlJey detain it in too few hands, and that their abolition 
wouhl increuse the number of 1anded proprietors. The 
long and obstinate prejuaice which existed against 
peasant properties, grounded on the densest ignorance 
of their actual operation in the countries where they 
})1'e\'a11, has given way before more correct information. 
Those who faneie(l that peasant proprietors must be 
wretched cultivators because cottier tenants are so, 
have learut t.ha~ sUllie or Ule bl'::;l. agrit:uHU1'c :in the 
,vorld is to be fonnel where such properties abound: 
those who thought that peasant proprietorship breeds 
oyer-population, and converts a country into a "pauper­
warren," now know that it.s tendency is rather towards 
the other extreme. 'Vithin fl f()w yeur", therefore, the 
existence of peasant properties 1ws come to be regarded 
by English philanthropists as eminently desimble, :md 
the removal of all obstaclc& to it has become an aim of 
advanced politicians; and pl'imogenihue and entail 
being such obst.nr·les, t,hpil·ll.ho\ltion ii': H(lvo~:1trd on that 
ground. But it has coml~ to pass that the sarno thing 
which re<.:ullIllle1ll1:s Lhi~ lIlca::mre to one class of land 
reformers, renders another class \vorse than indifterent 
to it. Multiplication of proprietors is not the kind 
of reform whieh finds favour with a large section of 
the more thoroughgoing land reformers. :Many of 
them believe that an adJition to the number of pri­
vate owners of land is but an addition t,o the number 
of the enemies of the larger cl1:mges which they medi­
tate. 'l'hey think, and in this they are not mistaken, 
that the wide diti'usion of landed pl'Operty in some 



FJ\PEHS ON LAXD TENURE. 259 

Continental connt!'ie~, and especially 1n Franco, is in 
thc~e countri('~ the great oUISLade tv any illlpn velllellt 

in the conditions of ownership: und they look ,vith 
no good will on anything which tends, in ever so 
small a degree, to a pprox i mate, in this respect, the 
13ritish state of things to the Fr(~nch. 

'Ve agroe, to a eou;;j(lomblo edont, with the general 

views on which this judgment. is grounded; out \ve 
do not tbink that the question of aholi~hing primo­
geniture :lntl en tail is a. ease for their application. 
"Whether the creation of a. class of peasant-proprip.tors 
wouhl be tt good tllillg or a ball, we are of opiuion 
that the reforms jn question w(JUId not have that 
effect; while they would produce benefits which, even 
from the exclusive point of view of the land-reformers, 
might well o'.ltweigh some amount of the incollvenienee 
they apprehend. 

'ro what extent these measures would practically 
operate in causing land to be brought into the marJ.:et, 

it is very difficult at present to foresee; but there is no 
provauiliLy UJ<l~, Uf!:illCh a~ might bu solcl, mueh would 
come into the hands of small proprietors. As lOllg us 
the private wealth of the country and its social con­
dition are what they arc, the rich will a1w"ays outLid 
the poor in the land market. \Ve are speaking, of 
course, of rural land, of which alonc tho posl'lcssion i3 
an object of desire to the wealthy classes. Ijand in 
towns, or so close to them as to be available for streets, 
mjght often obtain ;1, higher price in small lots; such 
lots as would enable prudent and economic;d working 

s 2 
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people to become the owners of the llOtlses they live 
in; which we 110la to be an unqualijjed guod; 1I0r is 

it likely that even the most extreme plans of land 
reform would disturb sneh persons in the pos:5ession. 
The land of the country at large outside the town:; 
might possibly come to be shared among a greater 
lltllllLcr of rich :bmilies than at prcsont; but sales by 
the rich to the rich do not really il.lhl to the number 
of those whose interests and fi;>elings are cllgngcd on 
the side of landlordism; for the rich who wish to be 
landlords are already as much weaded to bndlord pri. 
vileges as they would be wIlell thry aetnally bceame 
so. Reformers, tllcrcforc, either modL'ratc or extreme, 
need have no fear that the :f~tcilit"tioll of' the :<alc of 

land already appropri1ltcd should raise up additional 
obstacles to their project.s. 

On the other hand, the measures in question would 
be atteeded with no small amonnt of positive benefit. 
In the first place, whate ver tran "fers of landed propcrty 
might really be l,-.!casioned by these changes would he 
in the direction of agricultural impl'OVClIlOnt. r:rrue 
it is that, according to thc present iueas of landed pro­
perty, landlords are neither required nor expected to 
do anything for the lanel; but some landlords ll1'~ 
more disposed to do so thun others; and the purchl1sers 
are ahnost alw!1Ys 11 morc improving clUS;5 of' hm(l· 

owners than those from whom tl)(.y purchase. It is 
the capitalist and man of husiness \v ho buys; it is the 
needy and the spenelthl'ift who sell. rl'he whole ten· 
dency is thus to improve the cultivation and increase 
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the produce of the country. But there is a stilI greater 
benefit than this, and ono \yhich is often not 15uffi~ 

ciently appreciated. 'rhe principle of the laws of 
primogenituro and entail is radically wrong; and to 
get rid of a bad principle, and put a better in its place, 
is equivalent to a very considerable a.mount of practical 
gain. The preference of one child above all the rest, 
without any superiority of personal claims, is an in~ 
justice. Tho power given to an owner of propert.y to 
exercise control over it after it has passed into the 
hands of those to whom it devol ves on his death, is, 
as a rule (with cerbin obvious exceptions), Loth an in­
justice and an absnrdity. Moreover, the end for 
which these ill stitutions are kept up ought to be their 
sullicient condemnation in the eyes of ad vutlced re­
formers. 'rho purpose of their existence is to retu,i 11 

the land, not ollly in the families which ]lOW po!'ses:'; 
it, but iu a certain line of succession within those 1'u,­
milies, from eldest son to eld(1st SOH. They are u. 
contrivance for mainbilling' an aristoeratical onlc:r in 
unimlmil'cd territ.orial wealth frulIJ generation to 
generation, in spite of tho faulh; which its existing 
members may commit, Hnd at the sacrifice both of 
justice between the heir and the othor children, and 
of the interoiSt which all the existing members of the 
filmily mn.v havH in SGlIillg' the land. 'rhe aristooratio 
spirit, more powerful than the personal interest of each 
liviug melllLer of the body, post.pones the private 
wishes of the existing generation to the interest of the 
order in maintaining an aristocratic monopoly of the 
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land. The possession of the land is the centre round 
which aristocratic feeling revolves; and the removal 
ef the two props of the monopoly, though its imme­
diate practical eHect w.,'Juld probably be small, shoulu 
be welcome to all who wish to dissolve the COIl­

nection lJehveen bmued pl'operty and aristocratic 
illstitutions. 

vVe think, then, tbat all land reformers, whatever 
may be their ulterior views, :-.;ltould unite in supporting 
the abrogation of the hl\v of primogeniture anu the 
reform of the Jaw of settlement. \Ve must reserve 
for another artiele our reasolls for thinking quite 
otherwise ofthe proposal rccentiy broached (alld which 
has derived im poriance ii'om the strong ad vocaey of' 

the Time8 and from the interpretation put upon a 
speech of :::\11'. Goschen) for requiring' all corporate 
bodies and emlowed illstitutiollS to part with their 
lands by sale to privat,e indiviuuals. 

A eonsiderahle sE'l1sat,ion seem'> to hav(\ boen excited 

by the quite unexpected appearance a fe\v weeks 
ago, ill Ute TiIlWIf, vf Lwu arl.i<.:les ::-;Ln!1I110u,;]y contend­
in g that corporate ]Jodies an d endowed institution~ 

should no longer be permitted to withhold land from 
the market, and that the princip1e of the l\Iortmuin 
Acts should be so far extended as to compel all such 
bodies or institutions to seU tbeir lands and invest 
the proceeds in Govel'llment seeurities. The coinci­
dence of this maniiesbtion by th8 'l';'!ilUS with a sp,~cch 
of .Jolr. GoscheIl, some expressions in which were sup­
posed to point to a similar conclusiulJ, IHtS leU. to a. 
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SUf'pieion that the Goyernment is throwing out feelers 
prqmratory to ,",orne aetnal proposal of ill\:! kiuu :sug­

gested. And t.he papers that are bitterly hostile to 
the present Govcmm('ut, whenover ib:; political and 
social policy is other than that of keeping thin gs as 
they are, have not missed the opportunity of up­
braidin rl the Government, with makino' an unworthy o 0 

concession to the land tenU!'e reformers, who are 
represented as grasping at the opportunity of attack­
ing landed property at its most easily assailable 
point. 

It js an odd supposition that reformers who are as-
8el'ted to have, and some of whom really have, for 
their o~ject the extinguislling of private and heredi­
tary hnued property altogether, desire to begin their 
operations by making a great mass of landed property 
private and hereditary which was not so before. No­
thing could be more opposed to the principles and 
pllrposes of thorough-going lanel tenUl'o rcfOl'mCl'S of' 
eyery shade of opinion, than any further conversion 
of IV haL is still, in some sense, a kind of public pro­
perty, into private. 'The point on which they are all 
agreed, whether they desire anything further or not, 
is that. at all events, the appropriation of t,he Jand of 
the country by private inuividuaIs and families has 
gone far enough; and that, a determined l"e~.isLaIlce 
should be maue to any further extension of it, either 
by the stealing, euphemistically termed the inclosure, 
of commons, or by the alienation of la.nds held upon 
trust for public or semi-public oLjects. Far from 
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allowing any land wllich is not, alrraay private pr()o 
pcrty to become so, the most mollerate of these laud 
reformers tllillk that it ml1Y po::;sibly be expedient, in 
districts where lawl not already appropriated does not 
abound, to redeem some part of that which is in pri­
vate hand::;, by repurchasing it on account of the State. 

Those conntries are fortunate, or would be forl:unate 
if decently govenwd, ill which, as in a great }lm't of 
the }:ast, the land has not hcrn allowed to become the 
permanent lll'opcrty of illllivid\la]~, and the State con­
sequently is the sole landlord. So far as the public 
expenditure is covereu by tbe 1)1'0(;'ce(1,.; of the land, 
those countries arc untaxed; f(Jr it is the same thing 
as being untaxed, to pay to the State only what would 

11<lve to be paid to pri vate landlon1~ if the land were 
appropriated. The principle that the lund Lelongs to 
the Sovereign. and that the expell:';es of government 
should lJe defraycll by it, js l'ecognisell in the tllcory 
of our own Ullcicnt 11lstitutions. 'rile ncarcst thing 
to an ahsolute proprietor ",Jwm om laws know of is 
the freeholder, who is a tenant of the Crown; hound 
originally to personal :::en'ice, in the iiekl or at the 
plough, and, when thai olJliglltiol1 was remitted, sub­
jed t.) :l. laYH1 tnx ilii"./'I](ll'rl to llC\ I'lplivlIlf'l1t to iL 'rhe 
first claim of the State has been fOf('goue; the second 
hus f(l1' two centuries been :mccessflllly cvudeu: but L1le 

orj(Tinal wroll(l'cloel's lUL\'e been so lOll 0' in tllt'il' ()'l'Uves 
~ t:'I n b' 

and so much oj' the Lllld has COllle illto 1.1)(1 ballds of 
TIe\v possessors, who huye bouglit it with their earn­
mgs at a price caJculateu on the unj ust exemption, 
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tllat the resumption of tlle lana without in(lcmnity 
would be correcting' one injustice oy another, while, if 
weig'htcd with uuo compcnsat;on, it wouJd be a mea­
sure of very uonl)tru1lll'ol1t to the Stute. But, though 
the State cannot rCIJIaee itsclf in the fortunate comE. 
tion in whieh it would now have been if it hau re­
serveJ to itclclf from the beginning the wholo rent of 

tho land, this is no reason why it should go on COll­

mitt ing the same mistake, and deprive itself of that 
natural increase of thc rent which the possessors de­
l'ive from the mere progress of' wealth and population, 
without any exertion or sacrifice of their own. If the 

Grosvenor, Portman, and Portland estates belonged 
lo lhe lllullic..:ipaliLJ of Loudou, LIte gi14lLlltit: i!lCOIU\;:;) 

of those estates \yould probably suffiee for the whole 
expense of the local government of the capital. TInt 
these gigantic incomes are still swelling; by the 
growth of London they may again be doubled, in as 
short a time as they have doubleil already: and what 
have the possessors done, that this increase of wealth, 
produced by other people's labour and enterprise, 
should f,Lll into their mouths as they ~leep, instead of' 
being applied to the public necessities of those who 
created it? It is maintained, therefore, by land re­
formers, that special taxation may justly be levied 
upon lauded properLy, up to, though nuL exceeuiug, 
this unearned increa:,;e; excess being guarded against 
by leaving' the possessors free to cede their land to the 
St.ate at the price they could ~ell it for at the time 
when the tax is imposed, but no higher price to be 
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c1.ti!mthle on aceount of any increase of value after­
wanl~, Ullll':;~ I'l"oveu Lu have ueell Llle em.~ct uf im­
provemellts made a.t the lanulord'!:, expense. Now, if 
the nation woul<.1 be justified in tllU~ rCilSSCl'tillg' its 
claim to the unea1'lled increase of value, even when it 
bas allowed the legal right to tl1Ut increase to pass 
into the hands of individuals; bow milch morc ought 
it to prevent further legal rights of this descl'iption 
fl'om being acquired by thuse who do not now possess 
them? The landed estates of llublic bodies are oot 
f~l1nily property; the jllterest that any jndividual has 
in them is never more than a life interest, often much 
less j the increase of value by lapse of time would go 
to enrich nobody knows wholll, aHd its appropriation 
by the State woul<.1 give no one the shadow of a 
moral title to compensation. But if these lands are 
sold to individuals, they become hereditary. and can 
only be repurchased Ly the Btate at their full value as 
11 perpetuity. 

Neither would this compulsory sale be attended 
,vith any of the advantages in the form of increased 
production, which would reslllt fl'om facilitating the 
voluntary sa.le of land by individual to individual. As 
l()ng :l!'l, hy t.hfl thpm'y al1(l pr:l.d,i~(l of l:lTlrll~d prnpriA­

torship, the landlord of an estate is a mero sinecurist 
quartered on it, improvement by the luw:llord is an 

accident dependent on his personal tastes. But he 
W110 sells his lan<.l, volnntari1y 01' from necessity, is 
almost always below the average of lundlords in di::;­
position and a,bility to improve; the tendency of the 
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chang-e of proprietors is, therefore, in favour of im­
provement. lInt there is no reason to think that 
public bodies in general are worse than average 
landlords in any particular; it is matter of common 
remark that they are less grasping: and, if they 
do not come up to the most enterprising landlords 
in vdmt tbey themsches accomplish, they leave 
mOl'l=) pow.:r of improvement, and more encouragement 
to it, to their tenants, tlmn the majority of private 
lalldlunls. It would, therefore, he no gain, but all loss, 
to reinforce the cllemic~ of the reform of landed tenure 
by the audition of a new class of wealthy hereditary 
landholders, quartered upon land which is as yet de­
voted more or less faithfully to public uses. If public 
bodies are required to part with their lands, they 
,should part with them to the State, and to that 
n]one. 

'Whether it is desirable that such bouies should be 
holder;;; of lands; whether iL 18 wise tlmt their time 
and attention should be divided between their ap­
pointed duties, certain to be enforced with increasing 
strietne~s as improvement g-oe~ on, and the manage­
ment of a tenantry, with the duties which, if private 
property in laud contiuues to exist, are sure to be more 
and more atbched to it,-is a question of the future, 
which it may be lelt to the future to decide. ,Yo do 
not think it can be properly decided, until the fermen­
tation now· going on in tho public mind respecting the 
con~tit.l1ti()ll of ln1H1(~cl property, has fmbsided into a 
definite conviction respecting' the end to be aimed at 
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and the means of practically drawing nearer to that 
end. But the time has corne for announcing with tl1Ci 
utmost decision, and we hope to see l,md reformers 
uniting as ono body in the demand, that no private 
appropriation of land, not yet private property, shall 
hereafter take place under any circumstances or on 
any pretext. 

Emmett
Page8



SPEECH 

LAND TENURE HElrORU. 

Delivered 18th Mmh, 1873. 

I N invoking the assistance of this meeting to OUl' 

efforts for Land Tenure Reform, many explana­
tions that would. have been absolutely necc:-;sary ail 
lately as two years ago may now be uispensed with. 
It is no longer necessary to begin at the very begin­
ning to show how there comes to be a land question, 
and what the question is. '1'he newspapers and. the 
speeches of Members of Parliament and others are full 
of it; friends and enemies have alike helped to bring it 
into notice; and we now read everywhere of' Land 
Tenure Reform, and the unearned increment of rent. 

Most of you probably know, at least in a general 
way, the creed and aims of the Land Heformers, and 
I need only, at present, briefly remind you of them. 
vVe hold that Ianu-in which term wa include mines 
and the whole raw material of the globe-is it kind 
of property unlike any other. The rights of private 
individuals to something which they did not' make, 
or help to make, but which came to them by bequest 
or inlleritance from people who also did not make it, 
or help to make it, are a totally different thing frolU 
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the right of every onc to t.he product of his own labourg 
HUd. I>ucrificcs, or Lo ihe prouuct of the lalJours 

and sacrifices of those who freely gave :it to him. 
W hat a man has earned by his lullOlU', or by the 
expenditure of what has been savou from previollS 
earni.ngs, he has a fair claim to uo what he likes with, 
subj!?ct only to tho general rules of momlit:y. But 
lle who uetains the lalld-a thing not ma<1o by man, 
u thing necessary to lif~~, amI of whieh thero is not 
enough for all-is in u privileged pOf'ition. ·Whether it 
is right or wrong t.hat he should be in Ruch a po::;ition, 
he is so. He is, in a WOl'U, a monopolist; and it 

monopoly should be excreiseU, not at the mere will 
and plt'asure of the posse:,.;sor, but in the manner mo~:t 
consistent with the general good; the State has ex­
actly the same right to control it that it has to cOlltrol, 
for instance, the railways. 

The Lanu Reformcrs are of opinion that the time 
has arrived for the State to rC-:ll'1Sert this right, to 
correct the abuses of landed propcrty, alld adapt it 
better to tho wants and illtel'c~ts of' the commnnity 
considered as a whole. How far the modifications 
should reach is a point on which all I.lUll(l Heformcl's 
are not yet agreed. I nCt,a only speak of those which 
are advocated by this .Association. ·Without going 
the length of those VdlO thin k that tIle nation should 
re-possess itself of all private bnds, subject to a just 
compensation, we yet maintain that at least no further 
appropriation of lands which are not already private 
property shoulU be permitted. We protest against 
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tIle cOllyer~i()n of public 01' corpo1'ate' lands :into private 
property. Still ])lure jndj;.,\'nalltly do wo protest 
against any moro Acts of Parliament for lhvil1ing the 
common lands of tbe country among' the neighbouring 
lumlhol<lel's, Instead of' giving tho Iam1s to tho rid}, 
and a miserable pretence of (~omponsatioll to the POOl', 

we ill~ist t,hat tho lands should be for the poor, ana 

the compensation for the rich--compcnsation for 
what their manorial alld other rights now bring ill to' 
them; for the most part a very :mH111 value. IN e 
further mainbin that permis:-iull to own the lana docs 
not necessari1y cal'ry with it a rig11t to the incrC'a~e of 
value which t,he lund is C'onsbllltlyacquiring by the 

mere progress of the pub1ic prosperity. We ~tfRrlll 
that this spontaneous increase of value may justly be 
taken for the public by JlIC'all~ of :-;pecial taxation. 
These are the two chiet' points of our pro~ramm.e :­
:Fil'st: no morc land, under any pretext, to become the 
private property of inJiyidullls; fH:conc1ly, tu:mtion 

on the land, in order to give the bendit of its 
natural increase of value to the wllOle cOlllJDullity, 
instead of fo the propt'ietors, these being allowed 
the option of relinquishillg the land at its present 
money valn,>. 

Let us consider these poin ts one by one. 
x'ew pl'l'suns aro lc:-;s inclined than I an). to ca1l hanl 

names; it is generally best, even when we are pro­
testing against un injustice, to protest against it under 
the most moderato appelbtion which it aCllllits ot. 
But there are cases when t,hitlgs ought to be called 
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by names which throw no veil over their enormity. 
and I confess that I cannot speak of the existing 
practice of dividing the common lands among the 
landlords by any gentler name iban robbery-robbery 
of the poor. It will, of course, be said that people 
cannot be robbed of' what is not theirs, and that the 
commons are not the legal property of the poor. Cer­
tainly not; our masters have taken care of'that. They 
have taken care thnt the poor shall not acquire pro­
perty by eu~tom, as all other classes have done. But 
if the commons are not the property of the poor, they 
nrC' just as little t,lw property of'those who take them. 
They cannot make them their property witbout an 
Act or ParliameuL, auu Uwy have hall 110 uifficuHy iu 
obtaining any number of such Acts from two Houses 
of their own making as often as they pleased, whether 
the Government was Liberal or Conservutive. It is 
only in the last three years that they have been forced, 
to their own great indignation, to gr::1nt a tempol'al'S 
respite, chiefly by the public.spiritod exertions of 
Profes~or Fawcett and of that vcry valuable body, the 
Commons I 1resel'vatiol1 Society. 'rhe commons are 
not the private propedy of anyone. Their hiotol'y 
has been written in severall'ecent books, and should 
be known to every man, woman, and child. There 
was a time when much of the land of the country was 
not appropriated, but was open to all the population 
ot' the neighbourhood to feed their cattle, and occasion­
ally to grow corn upon it, turn and turn about, with­
out permanent occupancy. When, for the sake of 
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better agriculture, this system had to Le given up, the 
land ought at lea"t tu have lJcell fairl.)' l)(irLiulll'd out 
among all who Wl'l'C interested in it. Instead of this, 
a great p:lrt was usurped with a high haud by the 
powet'l'ul ian(lholdors, at it time w1)(:n few dared resist 
them; another great part lJas SillCl' been filehed away 
by t110 SUCCGSSOl'!,\ 0(' the samo pooplc, in the mora civi­

lized method of Enclosure .. A ek The commons of 
the present uay are what is left. vVe arc wiHi.n<y to con· . ~ 

done the past, if they will ouly leave us the remainder. 
'rho priv'tte right:;: tbt exist ill those hUllh me limited 
rights. The Lord of t,he ~f:lIlor ha;; rights, the prin­
cipal of which is the exclusive rir.;-ht of killing game. 
'l'he neighbours have 'vllilt are called rights of common 

-that is, rights of pa:;;turage, of wood'cutting, of turf .. 
cutting, and, in general, rights to the spontaneous 
produce of the soil; and those rights have hitherto 
bel'll sufllcient to prevent the laud ii'om being enclosed 
and cultivated. 

The <luestion is thereforo quite fl'l'sh, and open tc.. 
the judgment of the nation, whether it will suifer 
these lands to be enclosed awl cultivated; and, if at 
all, for whose LcnefH? Hitherto, it has been fur the 
boneHt of the landlon1s. The Law Courts hold that 
none but landholdvrs hase rights of common, and that 
no one else is entiUed either to a share of land or to 
conmensation for its Leill~ ti1ken aw·av from the 

;. ....., oJ 

people. It matters not tlLOl\~h evt;ry cOlhtger who 
had a cow, or a pig, 01' <t goose, may, from time imll1ll, .. 

morial, have turned them out to feed on the common. 

VOl" V. 
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The Courts are cOlllltantly making new laws; but, 
they would not make law for that. Yet they could 
have clone so if th(jy liked. They have never hacl any 
difficulty in cOllverting custom into law. The bulk 
of our law consists of customs which llUve been made 
law by decisions of' the Courts. They could just as 
ea-.;ily have decided, ]lad. they so pleased, that the 
whole population lJad common l'ights as that the 
lalllllul'u~ hali; but they tiilinot 50 please. In spite 
of this, however, the commons are not property for 
pUl'poses of cultivation; and vdwn Parliament, by a 
hPccial Act, removes the obstacles to their cultivation. 
Parliampnt hy so doing creates a new nud valuahlo 
property which 11a-a not yet passed into private hundR, 
and which, retained by the State, would be a source of 
considerable revenue. If Parliament profess to give 
this property away gratis, is it to the rich that it 
should be giveu? To create a valuable property f()r 
the rich by exp(~l1ing the pOOl' from tllt1.t use of thA 
land for pasturage which they enjoyed in practice, 
thuugh llut by legal right, aml a10ng with it from the 
use of the land fi)1' healthful recrcation, and from the 
powcr of wanele·ring over jt at will whell they have no 
other place in which to C'njoy Xature except dusty roads 
-can anything be more like AllaL tho King's seizure 
of Naboth's litUe vineyard, or the rich man in the 
pnrallle, who, with his great flocks and herds, could 
not be happy without robLing his poor neighbuur of 
his single ewe lamb? 

I shall be accu:,;ed, I suppose, of excit.ing your pas-
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siom;. I am not a~hamed of the chat·ge. I 'want to 
excite yout pa.Si'iOl)~. "\Vithont pa«sion we shaH never 

get this g)'(~at iniquity put <tn end to. Our Liberal 
Government is as bad on this F.uL~iect as the Tories­
perhap:i eV0U worse. The passion of' the many is 
needed to conquer the self·interest of the few. That 
is the pI'opel' usC! of political passions. Its improper 
use is when it is directed against perHollS. Great 
allowance ought to be made -for people who merely gG 
on doing what they and their predecessors have long 
done, and have never until quite recently been 
told was unju~t. Let them learn that, \vithout any 
hatred of them, we :,;iand here for justice. Once take 
away their power of doing this wrong, and before long 
their eyes will be unsealed, and they will see the in­
justice as clci:ll'ly as we see it. 

1'11e other of the two ehiefpoinhl of our pl'ogmmrr6 
-the claim of the State to the une:trne<l increase of 
1'f'nt.-l'Pflnil·[>5\ l'~thf\l' mnl'f' f'''{planntinn, II>; it. i~ lwt 

yet equally familiar, though the time has alrelu1y come 
when it is lisknec1 to, and it i:-; pl'obab1y destined to 
]Jccome an article of the creed of ad vanced reformers. 

The land of the world-the raw material of the 
globe-in all prOi'perous countries constantly increases 
in value. 1'he landlord need only sit still and let 
nature work for him; 01', to spRak truly, not nature, 
but the labour of othel' men. 'Vhat is it that has 
produced the prodigiou!'ly increased demand for build­
ing land) which has created the colos'ial fortune::; of the 
Grosvenors, the Portmans, the Stanleys, and othel's of 

'1' ;2 
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OUI' great f.tmilies? It is the growth of manufactures 
<ud the ilwrease (Jf tOWll", J\ Ill] \\ ha,t, ha~ 'pruuuced 

that? Y uur labour and outlay; not that of the land­
lords. The same labour and outlay-namely, yours, 
not tllcirs-produr.es a steauy increase of demand for 
agricultural and mining pl'o(lud:-;, cal1~ing prices to 
rise and. rents to inereu:-;c. X 0 other portion of the 
community has a similar advantage. The labouring 
classes do lwt fiIHl their wages steadily rising as their 
numbers iur.rease; and even capital-its illterest and 
profit--instead of increasing, brings a less and less 
pel'eentage a-.; 'YfaIth and population advauce. rrhe 
lawllords alone are 11l1lossession of a strict monopoly, 
becoming more and 1110re lucrative whether they do 
anythillg or nothing for t,IJC soiL This i~ of little 
consequence in u, country like America, wilt'l'e there is 
plcnty of unu~ell lanu, waiting for any onc who 
chuoses to go anti cultivate it; out in an old country 
likil, Ol1l'f:, with lilllitetllawl :lULl a growing" population, 
it is a great and incrcasilig grienuwc. 

We want the people of England to say to the land· 
lords, "Y 011 are w(!lcome to every incrcnse of rent that 
you can show to be the efTt'ct, of anything yon have 
cloue for the lana; but wll:lJ yon get. hy t,he 1n('l'e ri!':8 

of the price of' 'ytHll' commodity compared with others 
-what YOll gain by our l058-i::; not the effect of your 
exertioBs, but of OLll'~, aml !lOt. you but wo ought to 
have it." They will Sity, "Hut we btHl~·llt our laud 
as a propel'ty illcreusing' in value, and the probable 
increase was cUllsidereu in the price." OUt' answer to 
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tllat is, "If you are dissatisfied, givc up tIle land, W(1. 

will pay you back what you L:":tve fur it, and eyen Wh:lt 
you cuul<1 have sold it fOl' yesterday morning, That 
is all YOU hav'c a ri"'ht to' we (Yin YOIl that and the 

1.1 n' be 0.1 ' 

nation will gain thc diil81'CIlCe hutwcen the presellt 
and fnture valuc." It does not seem to me possibl(~ 
tn contes;t the ju,;ticG of this arrnllgcrrlCnt, pl'ovia,~{l it 
can be made to ,vork, but many PE'l':';Ot1S tltink that it 
·wuuhl not work. They say it woul(11Je impossible to 
ascertain the amount ofthe unearned incr:case of rent. 
n would be impossible, if we attempted to cut too 
close. The amount could not l)(~ llSp.Pl'talncd \vithin a 
few pounds. 

But we do not W<LlIt to attempt allythill~' illlpradie­
able: neither do wc wish to be harsh. \Ve an~ willin~ 
to leave an ample ma1'g-in tor mistakes; Lut we demand 
the recl)gnition of the pl'illeiple, tllat a kill(l of pro­
perty whieh rise:; in vnlue whil(, other killlh remain 
stationary or f:t1I, may justly, ou that. account, bo sub­
jected to speeilll taxation. When it is notorious tlJat 
n~lIl:s lli:lvC increased, ulld arc ill cl'easins;', not ollly 
where there has been improvement by the landlord, 
but where thero h,ts bel'll no improvement, or im­

provement solely by the tenant., a tax wJJi(~h takes 
from tllO landlord rIO more tlwn that iner!'<t'ie is withill 
the just l'iL:"llts of the State. 1t might bc llC'ecs:-;ary to 
bayc a periodical yaluation of the rental of the coun­
try, ~ay once in ten or once in twen ty years. The 
landlords could easily keep a reeord of their improve~ 
ments. Let them retain all increase whieh they coulU. 
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l'how to be of their own creating, make a fair allow­
unce for nny diminution of tho vallIe of monoy, givo 

them the benefit of every doubt, and lay on the re­
mainder ali a tax to the State. If the country con­
tinues prosperous, this tax would in tin1P. produce a. 
considerable revenue, to the great relief of the tax­
payers; while any landlord who t,hollght him!'lelf 
harshly dealt. with could avail himself of the option of 
resigning his hnd on the tcrm:ol originally oi-l'el'cd­
namely, at the price he could have oLtained for it 
before the introduction of the new system. 

This is our doctrine of the unearned increment, and 
you may depend Oil it that the difficulties which 
pp{)plfl :11'1' l'lfl'a.icl of' wonlfl Pl'OVE', whE'n fairly filCed, to 

be little more than phantoms. 1'he valuation of'land 
f()r purpo:sc::s of bxation i::s the geneml practice of 

Europe; a re-ntluation is made occasionally every­
where, and periodically in the greater part of British 
India. It would only remain to have a valuation of 
improvements, and that is now acknowledged to be 
not only practicable, but indispensable, as tIle basis of 
a just tenant right. Tbere is nothin~ a Government 
CUll do that does not look ii'ightfully dillicult, until 
wu consider how much more difIicult thing:'O a 
Government already docs. Every attempt to apportion 
taxation fairly among the ditlerent members of the 
community is as difficult, aud in its complete perfec­
tion as impossible, as what we propose. This which we 
propose is far easier than to make a just income-tax, 
and would nut give ri.::;c Lv <ulj'Lhillg like the SLLme 
amount of ulllairness and fraud. 



TIlE RIGHT 

OF 

rItOPERTY LN LAND.* 

RIG HTS of property are of Reveral kinds. There 
is tho property which n, person has in thin~s that 

he himself has made. There is property in what. one 
has received as a recompellse for making something 
fur somebody else; or for doing any service to some­
hody else; among which services must be reckoned 
that of lending to him what one has made, or honestly 
come by. rl'hcrc is property in what has been freely 
given to one, during life or at death, by the person 
who made it, or honestly came by it: whatever may 
have been the motive of'the gift; personal aflt~ction, 

or because one had some just claim on him, or because 
he thought one would use it well, or as he would most 
wi>;h it. t.o hA 11>;1"11. All t,h('>;A m'fl rights to thing!'! 
which nre the produce of labour: aud they all resolve 
themselvt:'s intu the risht of' cycry perSOll to do as he 
pleases with his own labour, and with the produce or 
earnings of his bbonr, either by applying them to his 
own use, or exchanging them for other thiug's, or 
be:::;towing them upon other pr.rsolls at his own choice. 

Rut there is anoth~r .kind of' property whioh does 

• Written for the Land 'Tenure Reform Association, April 1873. 
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not rome under any of' these de~criptions, nor depend 
upon UtiI'; princi],le. ~l'hl:'i i.'S, t]w oWllersllip whieh 

persons are allo\ved to e\erci.;;o ov,.:;r things not made 
by themsolve;:;, nOl~ marlc at all. Hue:l is property in 

la11d; including in that teem what is un(ler the sur!i\ce 
as wdl as what is nrOll it. 'rilis kind of property, if 
le~itimatc, mnst rest on some othol' .illstifieation than 
tho right of the labourer to what he h~l';; created. by his 
labour. The land is not of man's creation; allu for a. 
p~rson to appropri,Lto to him-;clf a mere gift of-nature, 
not made to him in particular, but which belonged as 
milch to all others until he took posse!"sion of it, is 
(JI'iJilil/acie an injustice to ,ill the rest. l~vcn if he did 
not obtain it by u~urpatiun, but by just distribution; 

even if, at the first fmmuation of 11 HeUlement, tJ1C land 
was e<lllitably parl'cJied out alllong all the settlet's 
(which has sometimes helm the ease), there is an 
apparent wrong to po~terit,y, or at least to all those 
snbse(llwntly bm'n who do not inherit :l, share. To 

make I'ucll an institut.ion just, it must be shO\vn to be 
<:lIlld uci ve to the general interest,in which th is disin­

herited portiou of the community has its part. 
The gelwral ycnlid of' civilised nutions has hitherto 

been that this justification dOL'S exist. 'The pl'ivlltp. 
appropriation of land has been deemed to be bcndicial 
1:0 those wLo do llot, a" well as to tho;,;e who do, oLtain 
a share. Aml in wJut manner heneficial? Let us 
take partic uJal' note oj this. Bene liciai, becaus(:! the 

stronge:-;t interest \vhieh the community, aud the 
human race, have in thu hmu, 1::; that it should yield 
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tlle largest amount of food, and other necessary 01' 

useful thingR, requirl'd by t,he community. Now, 
though the land it::;elf is not the work of human oelugs, 
its produce is: and, to ohtain enough of that produce, 
somebody must exert much lubour, and. ill order that 
this labour may be supported, mnst expend a con­
f!iclemble amount of the sl1ving03 of' previous labour. 
N ow we have been taught by experience that t,he great 
majority of mankinu will work much 11a1'uel', and make 
much greater pecuniary sacrifices for themselves and 
their immediate descendants, than for the public. Tn 
order, therE,Core, t,o git-e the greatpst encollrngement 

to production, it has heen thought right that in(Ji­
vluual:s ~llUula have Ull o.\.clu~i\'e property iu lanu, so 

that they may have the most possible to gain bymakillg 
the land as producti ve as they can, and may be in no 
danger of being hindered Ii'om doing so by the inter­
ference of anyone else. This is the reason usua.lly 
al>"jgned for allowing tho bud to be privato pl'operty. 
and it is tlle hest reason that can be given. 

Now, when we know the reason of a thing, we know 
what ollgllt to hfl its limits, The limits of the reason 
ought to be the limit::; of the thing. The thing itself 
should stop where the rea~on stops. The hmd llot 
having been made by the owner, nor by anyone to 
whose rights he has :mcceeded; and the justification 
of private ownership of land being the intere:-;t it gives 
to the owner in the goocl cultivation of the lana; the 
rights of the owner ought not to he stretched further 
than this purpose requires. No rights to the land 
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Hlton1cl be reC'ognlsed which do not act ail a motive to 
the person wlw llil~ puwer 0\ cr iL, to lIlake it as pro­

ductive, or othC'rwise as useful to mankind, as possiLle. 
Anything beyond this exceeds the reason of the case, 
and is an inj usticc to the rcmainder of the com~ 
munity. 

It cannot be ~ai<1 that hn(lcll propm·ty, as it exi~ts 
in tho united Kingdom, conforms to this eOIHlition. 
The legal rights of the landlord I11 11ch oxceccl what is 
neccss<lI'Y to aHunl a motive b improv(~l11ent. They 
do worse; they tend, in many ways, to obstruct, and 
do really ohstruct, improvemcnt. 

For one thing, tl:o lilndlord has the right, whic11 he 
often exercises, of kc(>ping the land not. only unim­
proved, but u!lcultivatecl, in or(ler to maintain an 
inordinate qnantity of wild animals for what he call~ 

sport. 1'his rig-ht, at all events, cannot be defonued 
as a mcaU3 of pl'Omotill!.; improvem~~nt. 

Ag:lin, if the pm'pose in al1o\\'ing' private oWIHlrship 

of the land were to provi(le the strongcst possible 
lJIutiv~ Lv jl~ goud uultinltiol1, the ownership would 

be vested in t1le actual cultivufor. But in England 
almost all the land of the country is cultivated by 
tenant farmers, who not only ure not tile proprietors, 
but, in the majority of cases, have not even a. lease, but 
may be dispoF,sessed ut six month::;' notice. If those 
lands ·a.re well cultivatG<l, it cannot be in consequence 
of the rights of' the landlord. I f those n~'hts have 
any effect at all on cultivation, it must be to make it 
bad, l10t good. If farmers with such a tenure culti. 
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vute well, it is a proof that property in land is not 
necessary for good cultivation. 

But (it will be said), if the mere cultivation can l:e 
ana is satisfactorily carried on by tenants-at-will, it is 
not so with the great and costly improvements which 
have converted so much barren land into fertile. The 
returns to those improvements are slow; and a tem­
porary holder, even if' he has the lleces<;ary capital, \vill 
not make them. They can seluom be made, and, in 
point of Tact, seldom are made, hy an~T one but the 
pl'opnetor. Anel, as a certain number of landed pro­
prietors do make such impl'ovements, the institution 
of property in land is thought to be sufliciently 
vinclieah:d. 

Giving all the weight to this consideration which it 
lIS eutiLl;:u Lu, Llte claim it give::; (;u Lhe bnuiorll is Ilot 

to all the possible proceeds of the lan(l; Lut to such 
part of them only as are the result of his own improve­
ments, or of improvcrnellts made by predecessors in 
whose place he stands. Whaterer portion of them 
is duo, not to his labour or outlay, but to tho labour 
and outlay of other people, ~ho1l1d belong to those 
other people. If the ten:LIlt has added anything to 
the value of the land beyond the duration of his 
tenancy, the landlord should be bound to purchase the 
improvement, whether permanent or temporary. at 
its full value. If the nation at large, by their success~ 
ful exertions to increase the \vealth of the country, 
have enhanced the value of the land independently of 
anything done hy the landlord or the tenant, that 
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increase of value should belong to the nation, Tht.t 
it sll11ulJ do 1';0 is not on1y consistent with the prin­

ciples on which landed property conlesscdly depends 
for its justification, but i::; a consequence of those very 
principles. 

Now, the labours of the nntion at large do add daily 
and yea~ly to the valutl of' the land, wheth~r the land­
lord plays tho part of an improvrl' or not. The growth 
of towns, t1w extension of' manufactures, the increase 
of population, consequent 011 incl'ea:-;cd emplQyment, 
create a constantly increasing demand for laud, both 
for the habitations of the peopk tmd for the supply 
of food and the materials of clotlling. Thoy also 
create a constantly increasing dcma,nd. fo1' coa1, iron, 
and all the other pl'OdllCe of mining industry. By 
this increase of demawl the landed proprietors largely 
profit, without in any way contributing to it. The 
income from rural lands has no COll:-ltant tendency to 
increase; tha.t from building lands still more: and 
with this increase of their incomes the owners of 
the land have nothing to do except to receive it. 

The Land TenUl'o Ueform Association claim this 
increase for those who are its roal authors. rrhey do 
not propose to depl'ive the landlords of their ~resent 
rents, nor of anything which they may hereafter add 
to those rents by thcil.' own improvement,s. The 

future Unearned Increase is what the Association seek 
to withdraw fi.·om them, and to retain for those to 
whose boours and sacrifices, from generation to 
generation, it will really be duo. The means by which 
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it is propoi-:cd to accomplish t:lis, ig Special Taxation. 
Over and above the fail' share 01' tlw landlords in the 
general taxation of' the public, tllcr may justly b9 
required to pay hereafter n special tax, within tho 
limit.s of the increasc which may accrue to tlu:,ir 
present income ii'om causes illllppendent of themselves. 

Aguinst this propo!-;ul it is ohjectcu, tlmt mllny 1(\m1-
holders h::wc boug'ht the bnds they llold, and in buying 
them had in view not only t11cir present rental, but 
the probability of future inCfP(lSe; of which increase, 
therefore, it wonld 10 unju:-:t to deprive them. But 
t,hp Association do not proposp tn dppt·j\"e them of it 
without compen:-:atilll1. In the plan ofthe Association, 
the lalHllonb would have the right re:-,encd to the.ln. 

of parting with their land to the State, immediately 
or at any fnture time, at. the price for which they 
could sell it at the time when the plan is adopted. By 
availi1)g themselves of this option, tbey would not 
only get back whatuvcr they had p:lid f0r the prospect 

of future increase, but woul(t oMain the full p)'ice for 
which they could have sold that future prospect at 
the time when the new sysi:em was introduced. They 
would be left, therefore, in [t pecunia,ry sense, exactly 
as well off as they were befure: while the State would 
gain the diiTerence between the price of the land at 
the· time and the hig-Iler value which, according to all 
prolJaLility, it would at'terwards rise to. There would 
be no transfel' of pri vute property to the State, but 
only an illtl'reeption by the State of an increase of 
property, which would otherwise accrue at a future 
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time to private individuals without their giving any 
value for it; 8ince they would have ueell reimuur:seu; 

whatever money they had given, and would even have 
received the full present value of their expectations. 

rrhere is another o~jectiol1 commonly made, which 
is. disposed of by the same answer. It is often said 
that land, and particularly land in towns, is littblo to 
lose value as 'INcH as to gain it. Certain quarters of 
I~ondon cease to be fashionable, and are deserted by 
their opulent inhnbitants; certain towns lose a portion 
of their trading prosperity when railway communica­
tion enables purchasers to supply th(~mselve." cheaply 
from elsewhere. 'Iho~e (,Hses, however, are the ex­
ception, not the rule: and wlu:n i.hey occur, what is 
lost in one quarter is gained in another, and there is 
the general gain due to the pro~'perity of the country 
besides. If some landlords, for exceptional reasons, 
do not partake in the benefit, neither will they have 
to pay the tax. They will be exactly where they are 
now. If it be said that as they took the chance of It, 
diminution they ought to have the counterbalancing 
chance of an increase, the answer is that the power of 
giving up the lalld at its existing price, in which bot.h 
chances are allowed for, makes the matter even. In­
deed, more than even. Noone 1V0uld benefit so much 
by the proposed measure as those whose lanel might 
afterwards fall in value; for they woulJ be able to 
clailll t,be furmer priee ii'UlIl the State, ltlthoug'h they 
could no IOllgor obtain so much from imliviuuals, By 
giving up the rise of value, they would obtain an 
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actual State guarantee against a fall. And this would 
be no 1038 to the State; for erel)" such fall in one 
quarter, unless owing to a decline of tIle general pros­
perity, implies a corresponding rise somewhere else, 
of which rise the State would have the benefit. 

A third o~jection is sometimes made. Land, it is 
l';:1icl, i;; not tlH! only article of pl'OpOl'ty which ri8es in 
vaille from the mere effect of the advance of national 
wt'alLh, i1J\1l'jJl'1Il1l'lltly ur <lIly thing done by the pro­

prietor. Pietures by the old masters, ancient sculp­
tures, rare curiosities of' all sorts, have the same ten­
dency. If it is not unjust to deprive the landlord of 
the unearned increase of the value of his land, by 
tll(; "mille rule tho incrC'I1Rc of yulue of Huplmeh and 
Titiawl might be taken from tJleir fiJrtullate possessor 
and appropriated by the State. ' 

'Vero this true ill l)rinciple, it wonIa lead to no 
consequences in practice, since the revennG which could 
h" oht:lillflr1 hy AVC>ll ll. \'I'1'Y high tax on the,;;e rare anel 

scattered pO:-;~tssions would not be worth eonsiJeration 
to a prutsperous country. llu1.it i::; nut true, even ill 

prillci ple. 
Ol.::i(~cts of art, however rare 01' incomparable, differ 

from land and its contents in this essential particular, 
that they are products of'labour. Objects of high art, 
are products not only of labolll' but of sacrifice. The 
pains, patience, and care necessary for produci.ng works 
which will be competeJ for by future ages, are fill' 
from being those from which the greatest immediate, 
and especially the greatest pecuniary, advantage is 
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reaped by the artist. Such works almost always im­
ply renunciation of a great part of the gains whi('h 
might casily have been obtainecl by hasty and market­

aGIe productions; aml often could not be produced at 
all unless the few purchasers \v110 ,\1'e able to dis~ 
tinguish the immortal from the ephemeral could feel 
that tho'y mi~ht, without impJ'uclencc, pay a high 
price fi)r works which would be a fortune to their 
descendants. The pl'ospeeti\Te rise in price of works 

of' art is by no means an unearned incrf'a~e: the best 
producti0ns of genius and skill alone obtain that 
honour, while the :incrp:uring' vnlllP of bncl is indis­
criminate. Governments do nGt think it improper 
to di15burse consiucralJle fiums in order to foster high 

lIrt and encourage the taste for it among the pll b1ie. 
Much more, then, shoulu they not, grudge to the 
artist what may como to him s[lontal1eon~ly from the 
estimate whieh good judges form ot' what Jlis produc­
tions may sell for long after he is dead. I grant that 
in many cases the increased valne does not reach the 
arti~t himself', but is an addition, and sometimes an 

unlooked-for aJdition, to the gains of a mitltllen1un, 
,,,ho may have bought at a vl~ry moderate ~}l'ice, work:5 
which subsequent accident or fashion suddenly bring 
into vogue. This is a contingency to which arti:st:", 
like all other workmen, arc liable; if they are unable 
to wait they may be ohliged to sell their future 
chances below the true valuo, to somebody who can. 
But they obtain, on the avcrage, a higher remuneration 
for their labour than they could obtain if they had no 
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such chances to sell. And it must be remembered 
that, along with his chances of profit, the dealer takes 
the risk of loss. Changes in the public taste and 
judgment may take place either way; if some works 
which may have been lought cheap acquire a high 
value, others for which a high price has been paid go 
out of' fashion, gradually, or even suddonly. If dealer,. 

are expo~ed to tho one chance, they must have the 
benefit of the other. "Wero they deplllved of it, llwlr 
usettll fUllction, by which, until replaced. by something 
better, artists are greatly benefited, could not be 
carried on. 

Neither can it be said, as in the case of land, that 
receiving the market priee uf Lhe day woulcl compen­

sate the holder for the chanees of future increase. 
There is 110 market price of such things; and the 
futnre increase has no common standard of estima­
tion; it is a matter of individua1 judgment, flncl, even 
if an average could be Htruck, it woulc1not cOnlIlf'n­

sate anyone jor the di:oluppoilltment of his own ex­
pectation. rfhe objection, therefore, froUl the sup­
po~ed para1lel casp. fitils in its application: the case::; 
are not really paralld."* 

'II' In so far as there d(j('~ exist any pa.ruileli~!Il, it~ con3equcncco 

shoulil be accepted. The right. of proprl"ty in things which, being 
unique, belong in some ~en~t1 to the whole l1Urnan race, assuredly 
ought not to be absolute. If a half .. imane ll1illi~mnire took it into his 
he~d to huy up the pictures of the grca.t 1l1:1~ter8 for the purpose of de­
stroying them, the State oaght to stop his proceedings, if not to 
puniRh him fur the mischief he had alrelll1}' done. It mlty hereafter 
be thought right to require that those whu possess Huch treasnres 
should either upen their galleries to publi(, view, or at least lend the 

VOL. V. II 
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Other ohjectors say, t11at if it is allowable to take 
the unearned increase of the value of land, it must, 
for t,he same reasoml, be allowaL1e to take for the 
public the uneamed increase of' the price of railwuJ 
shares. But the fallacy is here 80 trausparent as 
scarcely to require pointing ont. In the first place, 
every penny which is obtained by railway share­
holders is not the gift of' nature, but the eurnings, anJ 
recompense, oi' llUlllllll labour and thrift. In the 
Ilext place, railway shares fall in price as frequently 
as they rise; which is faT from being the case with 
land. If it be s:1id that the prosperity of the country 
tends to increase the gains of railway sllUl'choldcrs as 
WGIl us those of landlords, the snme natiollul prosperity 
leads to the creation of' competing railroa<l'l, and of 
lIew and comparatively unproductive branches, so as 
to take away from the old shareholders with one hand, 
nearly, if not quite, us much as it bestows on them 
with the other. ']'he two elISA';, t1H'l'€'f;we, din~r in 
the eiisontial point. 

contents from time to time for the purro~o of exhibition; and shonld 
allow to Ilrtish, nl1.1pr ,· .. n~()lI"l,lt>. J'c~trictions, l'og'lllar [l.CCO~O to them 
for the pnrpose of rcproJnction or of ~tn,ly. With regard to other 
possessions of' I'll hlic irltpr<:si, "ueh as architectural rema,inR and his­
torical monuments gellerally, Hey ought to be, if not acquired by the 
::-itate, placod under Stlite protection. Tile pretence of 1 ight to dC$troy 
them, or to make auy eh:.LIlge which would impair the:r hi~torical in­
terest, ought not for a mOEIPnt tv be listened to. The preservation of 
~uch monuments is onn of tbe articles in the programme of the Land 
Tenure Reform A~8ociation. IIad it been conceded rifty years ago, 
lIIany intcretitillg' relics of alltiquity would have been still in exidtence, 
whicJ.l are now irrepa,mbly lOHt. 
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We have now, we think, exhausted the objections 
uf priul:i pIe w Lid] are u::;uull y JlJade to the detention 
hy the State of t.l1O unearned increment of rent,. It 
has, we think, been shown that tlw)' are all of them 
such as a very little considt'l'ation of the Hubject is 
sufficient to dispel. But, besides these theoretical, 
thero 111'0 practical objections, in appol11'Ul'lCC more for­

midable, but, as we shall be able to show, quite as in· 
conclusi ve. 

lt is alleged, that, granting the justice of claiming 
the unearned increase for the State, there are no means 
of aseel'taining wha.t it is. H w()l1ld hp. impossiblp. (it. 
is said) to di~tillguish the increase of rent which arises 
fro111 the geneml progress of ;,;ociety, from that which 
is owing to the skill antI outJay of the proprietor: and 
in intercepting the former, t,here would be perpetual 
dunger of unjustly encroaching upon the latter. 

There would be some grouncl for this objection in 
a country of peasant proprietors. The improvements 
made by such a class of lanuowners consist more in 
the ungrudging and assiduous application oftheir own 
labour and care, and in attention to small gains and 
petty savings, than in important works, or in the ex­
penditure of money. It would really be very difficult, 
if not impossible, to determine how much the pro­
prietor and his family had done in any given number 

of years, to improve the procluctiveness or adJ. to the 
value of the land. 

Bllt it is quite otherwise with the improvements 
made by rich landlords, like those who own nearly all 

t) 2 
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the soil of the British Islands. 'Vhat they do for the 
lanu is uuue oy uuUuy of JIlom~y, through the agency 
of skilled cngincc'l's ilnd superintendents. It is easy to 
register operations (for instance) of thorough drainage, 
and to ascertain and record, as one of the clemcuts 
in the case, the cost of those operations. Theil' eilect 
in adding to the vulue of tlle' land 1ms a natural mea­
sure in the increasl·d rent which a solvent tenant 
would be willillg to pay for it; and the wholo of that 
increase, whether great or small, we ,vould leave to the 
Iancllord. 

The possibility of a valuation of unexhaustcd im­
provements is assumed as a matter of notoriety in all 
the diseussion,s, now sf) common, respecting Tenant 
Right. It is already a custom in many parts of Eng­
land to com})cm.;ate- an outgoing tenant for these 1m­
prOyemellts: what is a cnstom in many places will 
soon, it is probable, be made a legal obligation in all; 
and among -the objedions made to its imposit.ion by 
law, we are never told of'the impossibility of doing it. 
nut if it is pOl'siblc to value the etl'cct of temporary 
improvements, why should it be impossible to value 
the effect of permanent improvements? A BtU com­
pelling a valuation of both, aIld glY'ing eomppm;ntion 
for both alike, liar-; been inhodueed into the House of 
Commons by a Ligh ilg'riculturn.l authority, :'11'. James 
Howard, and bas met with influential support. 

Yet if this be possible, the o~iect is completely at. 
tained, for there is no other difHculty. rrllC fact of 
an increase of rent is easily ascertained. There is no-



l'APER~ O~ LAND TEXURE, 293 

thing needed but the t.rouble and expen~e of ff'gistCl'· 
ing the faciH. It might he necclIHary to have a survey 

of t,he whole; eountry, a~eel'tainil1g and recording the 
conditions of every tenancy, and to rene\v this opera· 
tion periodically, say every ten or twenty years. This 
is not so difHcult as the cadastral operations of some 
continental countries, Of the reventle surveys of British 
India: for these undertake to (letermille, by Ei)lecial 
inquiry, what rent each piece of land is capable of 
yielding. In the proposed survey it would suflice to 
record what it does yield; allowing the landlord, jf he 
can, to prove that it is under-rented, in which case he 
ou~ht not to sutler for his pa:3t moderation, 

It should be understood, also, that no intention is 
entertained of paring' down the increment of rent to 
the utmost i~lrth ing. 'Ve assert in prineiplc, the 
right of taking' it all: in practice we have no desire 
to insist. upon the extreme right, at any risk of going 
beyond it, No doubt. the option allowed to the land~ 
lord or giving up the land at its existing value, would 
secure him fLgflin::it pecnniary wrong' j but we ilhould 
be sorry to tm(lc upon his reluctance to give up an 
ancestral possession, (~I' I>m~ Awl(,lLl'ed to him by asso~ 
ciation. 'Ve would leave, therefore, an ample margin 
by way of insurance against mistakes in the valUft~ 
tioll. We would not insist upon taking the last 
penny of t,he unearned. inerease. Rut we maintain 
that within that limit, taxation on the land, in addi~ 
tion to the landlord's share of all other taxes, may 
jllstly be, and ought to be, imposed. ,Ve contend 
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that a tax on land, not preceding but following the 
future increase of its Yalue, and increasing with that 
increase, is a legitimate financial resource; and that 
it is for the individuI1.1 landlord, by making an 
authentic record of what he does for the land, to 
preserve evidence that its increase of rent is the con­
sequence and rightful reward of his own intelligent 
improvements. 

'l'hi:5 is the meaning of the fourth article in the pro­
gramme of the Land Tenure Reform Association i 
and the reasons which have now been given are its 
justification. rrhe more it is cOllsiuel'cd, the more 
general, we believe, will be tho adlw:-;ion to it of those 
whose regard for property is not a superstition but an 
intelligent conviction, ancl who do not consider land­
lords as entitled to pecuniary pdvilege, lmt only to 
equal justice. 

THE !-:;I; D. 
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