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N ABOTH'S VINEYARD, 

OR, 

GOD'S VENGEANCE AGAINST HYPOCRISY 

AND CR VEL TY. 

"And silc wrote in the letters, sllying, Proclaim a fast, and,set 
"NABOTH on high among the people: and set two men, sons of 
" Belial, hefore him, to hear witness against him, saying, '.I,'bou didst 
'I blaspnem( God and the King. And then carry him ont, and stone 
" him, that he may die,"-l KINOS, chap. XXI. ver. 9, 10. 

HYPOCRISY, in the general acceptation of the word, 
is dissimulation, or deceit, with regard'to virtuous 

thoughts and conduct, and especiaily with regard to 
religious matters. It is a pretending to feel what we 
do not feel, to believe what we do not believe, to p;.ac­
tise ,what ,we do not practise. It is an odious "i~e: it 
is ,grea~ly mischievous, because, by assllming the garb 
of, it Tp:ilech, in the hour of 'detection, rliRgrare, IfpOI1 

virtue itself: it must be founded in evil design, because 
it proceeds from COQl deliberation lind calculation = it 
includes lying and fraud: its natural.tendency is to 
produc.e injury to our neighbour and to diijhonour real 
religion': accordingly, numerous are God's den~nciations 
1lg$~';9t ,it, and numerous are the instances, in which 
HOl, Writ holds it lip as visited with signal vengeance. 
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NABOTH'S VI~EYARD, 

l)R, 

GOD'S VENGEANCE AGAINST HYPOCRISY 

AND CRUELTY. 

r~ And slle wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast; and ,set 
j, NABOTH on high among the people: lind set two men, Bons of 

." Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou·!3idst 
'I b1asphem~ God and the King. And then carry him out, and stone 
.. him, 'bat he mlly die:'-l KINGS, chap. xx'" ver. 9, II). 

HY~OC.'R~SY, i~ the genera~ acc~ptation of the. word, 
1:S d.slllmulatlon, or dccett, With regard'to vIrtuous 

thoughts and conduct, and especiaily with regard to 
religious matters. It is a pretending to feel what we 
do not feel, . to believe what we do not believe, to prec­
tille what, we UU not pJacti~e. It is an odiou:!l vi~e: it 
is ,grea~ly mischievous, because, by assuming the garb 
of, it reflects, in the hour of detection, disgrace, upon 
virtue itself i it must be founded in evil design, because 
it proceeds from COQ 1 deliberation and calculation: it 
includes lying and fraud: its naturaL1endency is to 
p;roduse injury to out neighbour and to di!lhollOUr real 
religion': accordingly, numerous are God's denunciations 
aga~n'st it, and numerous are the instances, in which 
Holy Writ holds it IIp as visited with signal venge&nc~~ 
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:s AnOTU'S VINEYARD. 

In this vice, as in most others, there are, howev,.tt. 
degrees. Sometimes it is practised for the purpose,. 
avoiding the suspicions, or merited ill-will, of other 
men; sometimes for the purpose of obtaining the ~ 
fidence of others, 'without anYl!ettied design to malceh 
the mp.ll.n!i of committing\ any positive and particular 
injury; on other, and mudl. more frequent, occasions, 
it is.employed to In!' suspicion aqlew, ,to i~ un. 

bounded confidence, and this for the purpose of se­
cUI'ely committing, '1n "the 'eno, 'some act of gainful 
fmud. 

lJypocrisy, being n false pretending, may .exist 

without.any pretence to piety; hut, it .ia .abuJt8 "pl'QIle 
. to aesume. -a r.elfgiorus .. gllr.b.; . iPst· heing . tbe..lMrat <Calc ... 
hted' to' 'deceive' good, and thererore U1lSUSpe~, 'per­
~Oll"". '\\-'1iell Ollce the 'hypocritc haa assllmed this 'garb, 
there are few "things 'dmt' he ,,;iJl stick at; tbe necessary 
.p'I;:limiU\U'j' behlg, a .~ettillg .of th.e adllla.uibolA8. 9£ 

con~ci:ence.w.tdefiance. . Thus .. hardened,_the· hypOl'tife 
wiu. proceed: to If.hll\)~i .any It:ugthi5. .Iirl5t," he cndca­

"ours' to .obtaiu: his ob-ject p'y exciting in, others t( b,igh 
QpiDiol.1 oLhis own purity; but~ ljhfll,u1d .the .fa.iLhiw, 
1lhoU1d he be thwarted in his career.~ he. win fall 10, CQ1Il-

(paris-9lls .between himself and tho.se "by ,~. he .j..; 

: thwarted. .Henext : proceeds to slande~ ci\lJ.uuri~, 
,and e ... -en to false sweariDgs ,against . .tb.em ; ~aruiJ .r.a.tber 
.~han finally fail in .attaining the. fIUit. of his IQIlg_pte­
Hl.editated,scbemes, he will, without. the least,.remtml~, 

: dip hiS lumds in the. blood 'of the .in~ocent. . 
The .BWle, ill' numerous .cases, condemns .the;~­

ci,ples.andpractices of the .hypocrite .. It in ·almOB.t.~ 
installCt' . asso.ciatet! ma lice' wi th h;Ypoorisy. It . ~t 



IIYPOCRIS,Y AND CRUELTY • s 
. ,:wry . w.1.1ere assumes tbat the hyp()crhe ill. both ~ruel 
,~pP. l~erfidiqt's; ~d, it, every w~er.e proI14:mnces upon 
~ge by;?ocrite,the a~ve(est of sentences. In the ,BOOK 
Pl '9~, ,G4W' viii. y.13. it is dec~ared, that" the 
)~P.O.' <;r.i~'s ,hop,e sh,all F-~ish.". ,In,Chap.xx. v. 5. we 
~ie .. to,ld, "the trit,lmph~~g pf ~he 'rickt¥l ,is short, and 
!f.e, joy of. the hypocrite ~,ut for a moment." The 
.~ho1e of: ~h~9, cbRp,ter goes on. to el1.umerate' Vf',n~eances 
.,llPOIl h,ishea,d. It,is declar~dthat ~e shall be'rendered 
~is~rl1ble; that he :ah.~ll bec<;>n",e o.ld eve.n ~n his YOllfh ; 

. .t.?at the .;r,neaqn, hjsl>,o:w~ls~!ihi\ll be, turt9-ed irto gall j 

~hat he Shall ;>u<;k dow.n the pois~n of asps ;~a.t in the 
.fulD,~s .of his' sufiiciency he shall be in strajts; that, 
)Pi ,,:\1ort, ,th,e ~erj\age a,ppo~nt~d to him ~Y '9~d s~all b~ 
(II\U) ~m,~.l~$s cUfse ,~'pon himself ~d his P9s,~eQty. 

,1,3NI" )V,t: huvt:, ).lltltis !lame chllpter ,Qr ,the Bo?k of 

t'~b, ,a ;d~.s~rjpti~ of t~e 9bje~ts' 'Yhi~h. t~e .hY,PQcrite 
f~r~~t;,~lJY)1's i~.view. 'Yt: :l1ft: ~o~u .in ;ve:. J~, that, 

", (t ,he Qath, ~U!allo.wed d().w,n. riches, ~nd ~ .~~".l.I.:VOlIl~t 
".*em ,up again." \Ye are~ur,t1u~r tolu wht:n:: 'I,e h~1J 
j~~t the 'richf!~; thus: "he hath ?,p~res.~ed,; and ,hath 
" " fqr~!;l,k!'ln the poor: he h!\th vi91en~,ly .t~en ,!1Wa,;y. an 

,', house ,wlUc:;h he builded not." , . -'., " . 
, " ;~hJlS" ~s~a~ before ob~r;v~d, hy,pocrisy has. gene~ 
rally"gainful fraud for its obJect." HYpocrisyjs,. by 

,JW.Jll~l.l:us,a.,tt1eQretlC!l1 vice. It is p,rac,tic;al;, ~rid ' its 
,R.bj,e~t ',s, always .s~l~-i~te:~st. T t ,so~eti'~~;Vr.oceeds 
tJ?y:,~~:m,Dd,JlJ:>ovt i:n~ans. ~ts Object is, p,ot/:aIWi\;Ys ma~ 
,,~if~st; ,tp lqok~rs on; ,tQere are. ~~e'ps, al\d" ~q~~rtiJpes 
(.I,~~,s.,hardly<;lisc~mil:ile; but it alw:~ysis 'its.~ultimaie 
fr~W~', to ,~~~, ?r,to prl;1serve, ,possel>sion ?f, :s9~~thing 
::t'~.,,~t;~,~, ,~h~h, ,in right lmdjus~ice, :~!te h~;pocri!e 

n !Z 



4 N ABOTH'S VINEY Ann. 

ought 110t to possess. If this . possession can be ob­
tained, or preservell, without violence; if, to use the 

words just quoted, of good Job, the hypocrite can 
take away a (; house which he huilded not;" if he cnn 
do this without violence, he will be content; but if he 
cannot, he will resort to the violence. If he can carry 
his point with a smaller degree of oppression, he win 
abstain from the larger degree; but if he cannot, he 
will exercise oppression, even to the shedding of the 
blood of his unoffcnding neighbour. 

These truths might be illustrated by thousands 0'£ 
examples;· ~l1d I lpay, hereafter, ~huw LIlt: desolation 
whicli hypocrisy has occasioned in the latter ag~s of the 
world. J may, hereafter, shew how this detestable 
vice has spread the rack, and furnished the stake, with 
Hot only innocent, but most virtuous human --beings. 
At present, however, let me beseec/l the read!:r'sbe~t 
i1llti~tivl1.l.u that remarkable'iqstance of hypoci'i8Y8li~ 
cruelty, recorded in the xxist chap. of the Brst Book of . 
Kil)gl), ill the history of the tragical death of N ABOTH 
tbe J'ezt~elite. For, in this history, we have a true a~d 
complete picture of the .ch;uacter of hypocrisy;> ~f 
its great and almost invariable obje.ct; and of the !;lor-

. rible means which it ~mploys, when driven to. its· last 
re.sort. 

AHAn, the kiHg of ~arriaria, had taken a fancy to the 
vineyard of N aboth, which lay hard by his palace . 

. H~ made a proposition to NABOTH for the purchase, of 
the vineyard. N ABOTH, not out of any wilfulness or 
obstinacy; but out of a natural and laudable desire to. 
preserve in his family that which had descended to hitn 
from his ancestors, refused, saying, "The Lord forbid 



HYPOCRISY A~D CRUELTY. 

',' It me, that I should give unto thee the inheritance of 
if my fathers." 

What could be more reasonable; what more prai~e­
worthy than the ground of this refusal '1 Here wa~ 
disinterestedness; for there call he no doubt that N .~­
BOTH might have received dilllhle the relll worth nf hi" 

~ineyard. But gain had 110 weight with bim when put 
in the !;('alA ::Ig::lin~t rflverellC'., for the memory of loi~ 

forefathers. A refusal, proceeding from such a senti- , 
~nt, ought not only to have been sufficient to obviate 

the giving of offence 10 Ahab; but it ought to'have 
given great pleasure to the king, who ought to have telt 
proud to think that he was the sovereign of subjects of 
~he high sentiments of whom he here had so' striking a 

specimen. 
, Very different, however, were the consequences' with 

regard to poor N ABOTH. The king, who was a weak 
and childi"h 1501t uf Lt:iui:;, Lt:l:ium:: Uli!jt:r~Lh:: Ull uc­

~ourit of this 'refusal; appeared greatly dejected; was 
plunged ill to lIlt:i<lucliuIJI alld wtmId nt:ith~r eat Hur 

drink. The queen,J EZEBEL, however, was of a 
Ji1ft:rtmt character. Sht}, who ~eems to have carritd 
hypocrisy to its state of deadly perfection, was not long 
in falling upon the means of gratifying the wishes of 
her husband, without consulting N AJlOTH, and witLi~ut 
giving any thing for the vineyard, either in money or 
in kind. "Let thine heart be merry," said she, "for 
.. I will give thee the vineyard. of ~ ABOTU tl:e 
" Jeireelite." 

And now, we are going to see hm" hypocrisy goes to 
work, in order to effect its object; \vhich object, be it 
.never forgotten, always is to preserve, or to obtain pos-



6 NABOTH'S VINEYARD. 

session of, that which or right and justice ~oes no~ 
belong to the hypocrite. J Elm n E L saw clearlY' thilk' it . 
was useless to'eJideavour to prevail upon N'ABOTH'by 
temptatlon~ of lucr'e: b'ecallsehis refusar ,,'as foiInd~~ 
upon principle. She, th~ref'ore', conceived: the truit 
diabolical' project of bringing againsf him Ii: false ac~ 
cusafioll; and' that the accusation might' be sucWatlJ"W 
iilSur1:l his d~st'ruttion. and at' the same tiine depriv'it 
Iiim of tiie compassion of his fellow subjects, she causea' 
hin} .to' &~ aCC.lIseil of 1l1:lRphemy; a very' nor'tid criID.~· 
ill the e'y~s' ot all good Inen; arid, therefore,' t'Ml Mar 
calcu1ah~d' for the effecting of her lIefarioilil' phrpo.~e:, 

But, now, niark well the dreadful means'diat Hne iGi­
sorted to. She wrote lotters in lier hit9bariC1~s' niiriie'to> 
the Nobles and to the Elders; that i~ to sit'y~ to' die, 
')'obfcs ';'tid' the lnllgr1itrates, which ma'~strah~~'\~ere' Jl!1o 

the Judgk' In these letters she de~ired t\~l~ persoii'it'd 
wliqr.n' they ,~cto, "'rifted, td ~tOct~m: f1JaW; ,/;)Y rWr-

. giou$'j'liiliii1L· tot we aPWays And' iha't~~t'en i\ijd~ytl1i 
and crJerty (if t'hc most atrocious nnd horrible deoori'p~ 
ooJ aI;ti about to be committeci, the' preterice or ex:: 
Ci~llie ?i'ety, and the mo~t glaring oli.tward sh'o~' of re':: 

iigion, are put in the fore-ground. "Pr6cliiirif a: 
fast;" said thi/j wlckt:U wumi;lu; "allli ~et N A BchH' 

'" on high, amongst the people; theti set two mell', 
.. !lons Qf Belial, (chit i:l to /lay, l)lt:li uf Ut::lpl':l'dte! 

"wickedness) before him, to bear, vi'itnelSS . against 
Of him, saying, thou didst blasplleme God add, the 
H king; and then carry him out and stone him, that 
" he. mlly die." 

Horrible as was the import of this bleS'Sage, the b'as~ 
nobles, and .the baser Judges, did as JEZ!lIEL had 
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~. unto them. They prodllimed; the solemn faflt ~ 
they hoisted, the religious bannt~r~; they, like th9 
Spwlish lnquillitors, iu¥oked tbe assiStancs' of< th9 
Almighty i' they SGt' N A DOT}d on higk among tllil 

people ;,they brought the two fal\!e witnesses to· s.wear 
asWUIA hil.ll'; aQd then, followed, by -the deluded- crGwd~ 
they carried. him tbrth out ofthe city, and he WQS " stoned! 
witQ stones that hI:' ditlu ! .. 

W ere i~ not for, the information, wnich histQr.y ha. ... 
a4fordecl ~ we should. be lea to believe, that this:walii 
an: ~ CIUJe, fH' pllfable, intended to:. illu.tra~ 
the wonings: of the.' nwst; dUil1ll1y h,poc.-ilsy,. .Ii: tu; 

show, in. the seql.Wl, the consequences to the prilil'eipal: 
actOfS'in; the cruel aDd' bloody scene. Jo'(')r, wli.at ~ we 

behold here:r We behold Nobles and Judgea engaged 
coolly and deliberately iA the work. of findillg out and 

buiag false witnesHei to take a'way the life of an innocent 
maIlI. We behold them r.e~ortiug to the s'bamelessact 
01 employ.g' tM, Il1.fll8t, iDfamcDll& of mal'lkir.D:fiJr' tlis' 
purpose. \Ye behold them sitting ia a "lDQcletY 'of 
j.udgment on this innocent man; and we behold them, 
\'5'irh unmoved CQllnteuanCes., seeing him stoned to, 

deatb, in execution of their judgment, fOl\llMd upori' 
the evidence of wretches whom they had themselves 
hil:ed to swear falsely agaimt him. And, which is the 
finishing stroke to the picture r we behold- them doing 
these things under the mask of religion'; on the day of 
a solemn festival; and for the pretended purpose of 
punishing blasphemy! 

The Bible (KleS 110t tell us what were the feelings 
~ which the~ base nobks, and these unjust judge,s, 
t.etirca to.their homes, and l.lid their heads upoD their 
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pillows. They had succeeded in accQmplishing the .. 
bloody work; and we are left to suppose that they 
finally received their reward in that chastisement which 
God has reservf'C1 for thf' unjust ~ndbloody~minded.' 

But with regard to the instigators to this crying sin. 
the Bible has taken care not to leave us to conjecture 
or iuferellce. It h~ given us a full account of the 
consequences, to them; of this work of hypocrisy and 
cru"elty. The king, who had not, indeed, been an 
actor in tbo mllttm', but who hlld sa.nctioned the pro~ 

ceedings of his wife, by making no remonstrance 
again5t her conduct, and, ~till more explicitly, ,by going 
in person and taking possession of the vineyard of the 
mur-dered N ABOTl-J ; the king, warned by the prophet, 
began to humble himself; he tasted of evil all his day!!; 
he was killed by his enemies in battle; and according 
to the sentence passed upon him, the dogs licked up 
his blood, as they had licked up the blood oCN ABOTH. 

The fore&thers of N ABOTH were not allowed to have 
'lveight \vitl! him. His truly pious sentiments with re­
~pect to ancestry and posterity were not listened to,. 
The Lord" therefore cut oft' the posterity of AHAB. 

JEHU slew his son in the very yineyard which had be­
longed to N ABOTH. "Surely I have seen yesterday 
the blood of X ABO.TH, and the blood of his SOIlS," 

saith the. Lonl; "and 1 will requite thee in this plat 
of ground." 

Having slain the son and successor of AHAB, J EH C 

proceeded to the rest of his work, and slew aU the 
children of the destroyer of N ABOTH an,d his childI:en. 
J EZEBEL 'was punished in a most singular manner. She 
was looking out of a wiudow, anl JEll u said, "Thr9~ 
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~' her dow.n. So they threw her down: and some of 
" her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the 
" horses; and he trod her under foot. And when he 
'.'. was come in, he d.id eat and drink, l;lnd said; Go, 
tl see now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is 
" a king's daughter: and they went to bury her :' but 
".they found no more of her than the skull, and the 
"I' feet, lind the palms of her hands. Therefore they 
" came again, and told him. And he said, This is. the 
" word of the Lord, which' he spake by his serV!lut 
u ELIJAH, the Tishbite, saying, In the portioD:pf 
~' J.EZREEL shall dogs eat the flesh of J EZEDE·L. And 
" the carcase of JEZEBEL shall be as dung'upon tLe 
!,' fRec of the neld in the portion of J EZR JOEL; so thllt 

"they shall not say, This is JEzEBEL." ~ Kings, 
chap. ix. 

Thus we have the whole history: the object; the 
means of accomplishment; the manner of thE) accom-: 

plishment; the success of the contemplated crime; and 
finally, the signal and awful punishment of the crimi­
nals. At first sight we are stricken with horror at. the 
punishment inflicted upon J EZEBEL.· But, lookin!J 
back at her oft'ence; viewing the coolness of ber cruelty 
to.wal:ds N A E O'l' H; t'ltxiug heJ illl>tigating lllagi~tl"~te;, 
and ju~lges themselves, to suborn wretches to swear 
away the life of an innoct:UL lUan; and, above all 
things, seeing her eftect this bloody purpose with all 
the insignia of religious ceremony drawn forth, and 
\l.tder a pretence of uncommon reverence for God, and 
an uncommonly anxious desire to prevent his name 
from beiug blasphemed; when we consider these 
things, can ~e say that her punishment was too severe? 

B 5 
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cun ,ve sdy tbd 11ei' tai't!fI!st! dtt~t not to have beeri H as 
duug uPdit the ftree 6e the field? " 

Let Us .now look Liatk ~ lei Ij~ te-tbtlsitler the wbtAe' 
of this idst6ry.' Here we se~ that t(j get ftt the- prO:' 
petty' df others ~B the object of hypocrisy. JHg:i'iE! 
,,,ould riot have broilght the chatge 0! b'laspk~fn!! agilin.U 
N A Bf:lTHj if N AIioTH had hlid nothing of w~idl ~h1? 
wished to obtain posse~sioft. ' This was the granU oo! 
ject. This it was that excited he!t pretfmded zel'd iii 
thE' cat1s~ of rpHgion, Tl1fi lI11forbtmh~.t R7:·1t11.P.EtTli 

was ih JtOi!isellilhm of a thihg \\'Iiit:h sPte wanted t()pb~,; 
sess .. He, very naturally, desirtod to .it!?ep hi!1 6'*.'il. .. %l:! 
had ho mean's of taking it ftom Hih by law, or tindJr 
any dolQur of law; and; ther~f(ke~ she resorted to th~ 
false accdsation of blcu;pkemy. 

It is material to observe, that the crime of blaspl1ei1t1 
was '8el~¢ted, in preference to any other ci'ime~ For 
:i'eas'Q~ itM~, are ()b1'idtl~ enough. In the first p1llcei 
this crtm~ 'tdfilffets in the uttetKrice of word merely, if 
tilt:: crime, f~bely imputed, had been that of robberY; '(It 

inurder, it would have been more difficult to ~tisfy ~ 
minch! M the people on the Jstore of proof. 'fife ~ 
sitive evidthice mllst hav'e beeh cortoborated by (atts '81lti 
circun'rsta'rices. There must have been some ~ 
robbed; there must have been, some one killed. 'Tfte 
bare ''fords; or Dare oaths, of h\'O witneSse8-; wot!td 
not have been sufficient to justify in the mintb 'til 
the people the horrible lIet of stoning a man t8 

death. Besides it was necessary to select a crimej 
,,,it'hregllrdfo \I'hlch reason has much less to d8 
with the populace than passion. Men do not 'reCIBdb 
upon. :subjects where their hopes and fears are d~ 
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61lgaged. The mass of mankind, havillg. adopted cer­
tain opinions with l't!gllrd. to their eternal happiness .or 
mi"ery, are not only shocked at, but are tilled with 
anger against, anyone who cines or says any thilLg 
which tends to shake those opinions. Besides this, self­
love rises up, human pride pushes forward, with vo­

lumes of resentment on their tongues, against him ",110 
venturea to treat with levity, and especi.ally to hold up 
as fabulous, a thing which the mass of mankind ha,,'e 
r¢gatded. not only in the most serious light, but as an 

object worthy of their (!OIlIItant attention, all their l.iie 
4luough. To thi~ may bo added, that no smnIJ rOrtloQ 

of every people will always think that they have R cer­
t.II.iu dtlgrtltj of ult~Jit with God, if they discover par­

ticular zeal ill the cause of religion; and it is by no­
meaRS strange, if they find it much easier to give proof 
of this zeal by showing their decided and inveterate 
bostility to meR accused of U WlUlt of ld~i011, than uy 
carefully, constantly. and '<I uietly practising the christiaa. 
tirtue8 of gentleness, forbearance, and t:harity. 

For all these reasons, and many others that migllt be 
mentioned, blasplteJiRy iii always the crime which hy~ 
poorisy will select to be falsely imputed, ali tbe D}eanS 

of a<lOOmpuihing iti plundering purposes. AClCllee 
moo of rob-bery, of murder, of iooest, or of a1iy other 
c;rime, and the people wait patiently for the trial and tbe 
prooj: Tllese are crimes which their brother chiistiowul 
trequently commit. Hut accuse men of lJlasphenlly: 
take tbat word fof' your means j mark the victim with 
hlat.pltemy on his forehead; yOll thereby llW'k him'out 
u an object for general abhorretice. No rea.tJOD.inl!; 
~s. t~ bespeak tht! patience of your hcare.t:s, or to 
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guide them to a just and merciful decision; ,guilt is 
taken for granted; the victim falls; and the hypocrite 
is glutted with the plunder. Of all the crimesirnput~d 
to mortal man, blasphemy is that of which people in 
general require the slightest proof, and to which they are 
always ready to award the most cruel of punishments. 

J EZEBEL, together with the Iloblesand magistrates 
of Samaria, seem to have been fully aware of this. 
They took special care to disguise the reat vbject of.the 
persecution of N ABOTII. They said not a word about 
the 'iineyard. They did not complain to the people 
that N A BOTH was an obstinate man; that he had been 
rude to the king; that he had refused to let him have 
the inherItance of his fathers, whether for money, 'or in 
the way of harter; they did not let it transpire, that his 
life was sought because he would not . part with his 
property; they took extremely good care to inveat 
something that should enlist the passions of the people 
on their,side ; and that should make even good men 
approve of a deed, which, if those good men bad 
known the real truth, could, in all probability, not have 
been perpetrated. The real motive would not bear the 
light. The false motive was absolutely necel!sary; and 
we ought" therefore, always to be upon our guard as 
to matters of this kind. When we hear our neighbour 
railed against as a blasphemer, and especially when we 
see him seriously arraigned upon such an imputation, 
we 'ought not to decide hastily agaiust him: COlmnon 
justice demands that we coolly and impartially enquire 
into the .grounds of the accusation; that we become 
acquainted, if possible, with the life and conventatioo 
of OUT. accused neighbour, or fellow-subject: for if, 
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without these precautions, we condemn our neighbour; 
Bnd especia.lIy if we contribute, in the !lrnalle"t riegrep, 

to his death or ruiu, we justly incur liability to all the. 
penaltics which God hus, over and over again, awarded 

to those which shall be guilty of m"tiu8t judgment; 
there being, in the clear eye of reuson and of eon­
scienc.e, but very little difference indeed between the 
.crime of the unjust Judge and that of the persons who 
wink at, or approve of his conduct, such persons being, 
in fact, his aiders and abettors. 

It is necessary for us to keep constantly in view, 
that the object of hyput:risy ilj plunder. IIYPQuiay 

works in vanotts ways; it discovers itself in various 
forms; it has halting places in its career; but its ul­
timate object i~ plunder. Its means is persecution of 
some sort or other; cruelty, if cruelty be necessary. 
Murder in this or that form; if nothing short of mur­
der will do. Hut to get at the property of othel1l,' ftd· 
to secure that property, are the objects. The horrible 
cruelties inflicted by the Priests in .France and Spain, 
during so many ages; what object had they, other than 
that of making the people ·Iabour for the maintaining 
of those Priests in idleness? Are we sincere in our 
Protestant religion? It would· be deemed almost an 
insult to put the question' to us. Could there be any 
question with learned men, whether it was God's will 
Qr not, that Protestants should: be . burned . alive in· 
France and Sp'lin ? Is there any sill~r:e man ,vho Win: 
say, that he believes that the Priests of France and 
Spain really regarded it as their d'ity to God to bum 
PI·of.e~tants alive? No such man will, or can say this. 
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And jet it is perfectly notorious, that· those Prie&Ui. <lXl, 
burn !Jive thOtl8ands upon thousands of Prote8tlW\!l~ 

what; then, could be. the' motive of these Priests '1 
The crime which they imputed was preciiely thM 
whie.h the base nobles, and the baser Judges of ~Ir 
maria, imJlllb>..rl to tlHl unfortunate N ABO·fH. These 
Priests, too, ~aUed the Protestants blasphertters: 110 

tJUU;1 according to them, we al'e a nation of blaspht1f/:lflrtl. 
But what wag their motive, I ask again? They pre-' 
tended, indeed, to punish Protcsto.ntll for their ot'icGtoo: 

against God: it was in the midst of solemn lints that 
t~J.ey broke the bones of poor wretches upon the rack,. 
or held the blazing fagots to their faces. Like the 
ucbloe Rnd Judges of SallHuia, thtly iuvariably pr0-

claimed a solemufast, during which, to perpetrate the!l' 
,horrid lIlunltln~, tlltJ ptJlvtllratiulI of which murders, 
they, with shocking impiety 011 their lips, called Qh 

"m;t,t.ff'f'aitli!" But what was their motive, once ,more 

let ~ -Usk~ Why; to secure the possession and enjoy .. ·. 
mellt W· plunder; the word plunder meaning, the. in'" 
heritance of one luan, or the fruit of his labour, 
wrongfully enjoyed by another. 
, The Priests of France and Spain knew very WeU 

that God could not be offended with men becaQ8e tke 
o.pinions of those men differed from the opinions of the.. 
major part of the community, But the Pl'iestil8aw 
that the effect of those opinions might he, and, indeed,. 
Rocessarily would. be, to deprive those Prie~· of a 
considerable part of their means of living in luxury 
without labour, upon the fruit qf the sweat of other 
me/Y.'if Ll'ows. This was the motive to all the horrible 
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brtm'ings upon the rack, and aU the burnings at the 
Iftakej by the means of which, men callihg them~elves 
preachers of the gospel of Christ, have dishonoured 
ihtd defaMed the Christian ,religion. This was the 
motive to aU the massacres, all the bloody scenes,. 
whieh FFance ano Spain so 10ng witnessed; ttnder the 
~tIise ot' defending the honour of God against llas"" 
phl!mers. N A BOTH had one vineyard; but of hoW' 
many hundreds and thousands of vineyards had the 
bumiltg Priests of France and Spain got possession! 
They p6~68S00 a full hllif of the ;vineyards of 't~e 
cdtllltrie~; and their title t(} them ",os kry little better 

thl'lll; and had arisen ftom cahses very little different 
frum, tlrdt uf Ail.AB to the vihcynrd of N A nOTH. 

Oreat) indeed, was the cruelty committed upon N A'-

1I0TH, but, Jill it ~xc~eui did it e(lual, iil1l1o~t lUI)' oire ' 

of the cruelties eornmitted in France, even in niodern 
times; in France, where, itt the 81llIle time, the people 
boasted of being the most polite and polisheriuf fttt 
Europ'e? III the reign of Louis the FOllrteentl'l, while 
Queen Anne Was upon the throne of Engbnd, the 
cruelties committed upon Prote8tants were ef many 
kinds, vying· with each other ·In diabolical excess. 
'{'be lower rooMs of 11OuS'es 'were tilted with the pdor 
ereatultif ",hile kettle druml! 'Nere beat, and aU s~s(jf 
terrible noises made o'Ver their heads:, until they were 
driven to madness;' uhtil the brain was actually {le­
stroyed in their sknHs. Hou~es Were filled. with them, 
and then set onhre, and were Itlfrotlnded with soldiets" 
tiho, under the command of the priest!}, slJOt or 
sabred those that attempted to escape! And all thls, 
let it be observed, on an accusation of blasphem.fJ; and, 
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ItS was pretended, for the honour of God, and for. the 
preservation of that religion which J eaus Christ· bad. 
rounded on the principle of Peace and Good Will! 

There is another circumstance suggested by the 
~istory of the murder of NABOTH, pi'oceeding,as it 
did, from Il chllrge of hlmphpmy: . Ilncl thllt iQ, that 

this charge has, for the most part, been preferred, not 
only from motiv~s of plunder, but by persons ot' the 
most profligate characters and lives; and, for the far 
greater part, by those who wet'e themselves most im.­

pious. We find this same JEZEBEL, this accuser of 
N ABOTJl, an idolatress; and a bitter enemy of the 
prophet EI, I J A H. We find her plotting the destruction 
?f th<> prophet, and only missing her aim by the Bight 
of the prophet. We find her the most profligate per .. 
son in all the walks of life ~ setting at defiance every 
rule of decorum, aud even of decency. We shall too, if 
WI;: Ivull.. into hi:otory of more lHutlt;:nI uatt;:, fil.lu that, in 
general, the tirst to prefer accusations of blasphem!l 
are perSOllS who themselves have not the smallest sense 
of .reIigioll. The Cardinal de RICHELIEU, wh~waII 
Prime Minister of France as well as a Cardinal of 
ltome, ~as a man notorious for his profligacy; :noto­
d:lU8 even for his private scoffing. at religion; but not 
1~8 notorious for his cruelties inflicted on pretended 
Uasphemers.. Upon one occasion this horrible hypo-­
aite had been satirized in a little poem by a parish 
priest in the South of l~rance. He was too cunning to 
proceed against the man as having written a libel on 
him. That would not have answered his purpose.. It 
would have exposed him to jest, or have spread the 
jest wider. He.found a more eft(~ctual mode, through 
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a charge of hlaspltemJ, of answering his ends. The 
astonished priest found himself all 0'£ a sudden called 

~Ipon to answer for a crime which had never entered 
!:fis imagination; and, at last, after u series of proceed­

ings, the iniquity and flagrancy of which make us 
shudder as we read, the man was brought to the stake, 
and burnt to ashes amidst tIle plaudits of the people, 
who seemed, (the history tells us,) to enjoy his cries and 
his groans! 

ThiB i.5 a very'poor compliment to human nature; 

but thus it is. For the reasons before stated, the hypo­
nite hal! only to persuade tllt: p~uple lhat ht: j~ ao.;tuaitlu. 

by pious motives, and that the punishment he is inflict­
ing is for the support 0/· religion; he has only to take 
care of these two thillgs, aud he ll}ay almost skin his 
victim alive ill the presence of the populace. Good, 
gentle, kind, most beneyolent, and most humane per­
SOilS; persons VI ho shu\ider at the thought of cruelty 
under aU other circumstances,. are, .in cases like this.; 
in cases ''I'here reiigion IS concerned; in cases where 
blasphemy is the char,ge preferred; in such cases, they 
are furious as beasts of prey; or, at best, unfeeling as 

stoeks and stones. 
But, is such the condllct to be e«pected of good 

lDen? Is such the conduct to he expected of men 
who found their hope of salvation ill being followers of 
Him who taught the sacred duties of forbearance and 
benevolence? Such persons may endeavour to re" 
concile their conduct to their consciellces by affectil)g 
to believe, that their cruelty, or their approving of 
cruelty, towards persons who are called blasphemers, 
may have a tenJency to prevent blasplzem,/f' But, it 



1~ 

is pretty clear, that' ih this'1)1l~Y deceive themselves; and 
tb'at they will ftnd~ that Ute)' oaghtnot to indftlJ(e .in 
5pe'cu1irtions' upott what' may be, or what may not be, 
the ejfh.1 of tlIeir' cbtrdnct. Every line of that go!p~l; 
liy which they profess to ~gulatc' their conduct, teaclies' 
tn'e duties of .. forbc'lll"artce in judging as' well as in 1l'Ct'--' 
ittg i and', abo'Vf;' aU· t'hing::r, forbids man to commit de"; 
Uhp.r!1te:~I'tte"lfy; whBth~r in ''!ford. or in deed. 

The Christian's duty, when a charge of blasphemy 
i~ IIJ'!!lfl:.trf~lf :rg'!Iin\llt hi:ll n~ghhnu .. , rt ('harg~ ~"O diRieult 

to drtfine, and go'easily n1ade; the Christimll~ duty, in 
such It' <:'alt!:!', and; j'n"Cteed~ in every other case where a' 

charge is preferred against hjs neighbour, but mor,e' 
especially in this casc, is to divest himself wh()Ny of 
all scl:f .. lowj, of all the considerations' wbich would' 
make him a p.txty itt the'question, before he attempt to' 

pass. judgm'enf 01'1 hig neighbour. "Judge not that ye 
lk not jl1d~dj," 81\yll the gospel.-U. In rightooueneS8 

shalt' tiruu j~~' thy neighbour," says the law. Law 
and ,g'Ospel in every line forbid unjust judgm('ut. They 
forbid eveil h~sti judgment ,: and the man who will at! 
mice join' in the cry of blaspbemy against his neig!J.-. 
bour, \i'!iIl nnd it difficult to convince any reasonable 
pers~n tllta'! JlIe ~uld not llave joill~d in the stolling' of 
N ABO'i'R to. de~th, and thm he wOll1d have heen the 
ia3t amongst those who cried out for lhe 88Ving of 
ihRABlIA:S, and for the sending of JESUS himself t<o 
the cross! Such a lUan may quiet his own consCienee, 
J1erh:ips; but he will find it difficult to persuade the 
upright amongst mankind that he is worthy of respect j 
and, as to his account with God, all that we know is, 
that he cannot there deceive by means of hypocrisy! 
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Hassutha'man forgotten, that<JEsus CHRIST him­

!felt' wa~ accused "of blasphemy? HaS' he forgotten 

that the' hypocrites accused him of being a blasphemer r 
How tHey beU~d out, "Now YOll have hoord his 

blasp/temy ? " Has such a man' forgotten that liI:as-' 

p'Ae'1!l'1w~the,gi:mei'alcharge preferred against CHRIST' 

and IUs apostles? And froni ,,,hat motive 1 OnI y 

'heca:ltlle their tellching tended- to pllt It !'Itop to 'the­

plu:n1fer of the hypocrites of that day. Those whose: 

~ittftH~ I'mtids GHRIST and his apostles detected' an<f 

exp6$~~,took CIm!, nICe the nobles and judges of Sa'" 

maria, nut to cumplain of this detection and exposlt'f't>" 

'F1i'ej affected not to have those in their eye, any more 

fuatr the Judges' of Samaria had the vineyard of NA­

BOTH in their eye. It was, h'Owever, tire exposure itf 

the ~ C38'e, as it had been di\i vih'tyat'd in th" othler,. 

VIrlli'dh cOl1stituted the real 6ffen~; But blasphtm:v 
~ the' em-cient accusation: that seized hold of pOpll'" 

fat leeiiWg: that hardened tJite heli'rfs' of the' pebple' 

against the pretended offenders; and thus' hy pocr:i~y 

, io:dufged its love of plunder under the garb of zea}. for' 

religion. 
Is it not then OUT duty; is it not, with all these in..' 

stances, all these lessons, all these admonitions of God' 

himself before us, our bounden duty to watch well our' 

coitao.ct; to keep a strict guard as to OUT actions, an& 

even as td our words and thoughts, when our neighbour 

is e:dtibited· unto us under the hateful name of blas­

phemer? Does any Christian believe that the lristory 

of the abcmlinations of J EZEBEL Was put-U'pon recotd 

by the cothmand of God, without being intended to 

serve us as a guide in cases where charges of blasphemv 



20 ~ ABOTH'S VINEY AnD. 

!ihall be preferred 1 Does any man, calling himself a 
Chr:stian, look upon the xxist chapter of the lst Book 
of Kings, and upon the ixth chapter of the 2.d ,Book', 
of King!!!, as conblining thf! hf!ginning nnll thp. ~p'1l1d 

of a sort of tragical fable, given to us for our dh'ersion 
or amusement? No: he looks upon them as given io 
us for our instruction, to be sure; to caution us against 
acting its the people of J ezreel did; that is to say, 
against lending a ready ear to falsehoods preferred 
against our neighbour; und against joining in causing 

his destruction, when we.ought to come to his assistance 
and support. 

To blaspheme, in the language of Scripture, means 
to speak evil oj: Blasphemy, used by itself, means to 
speak evil of God. This offence is perfectly monstrous. 
It ill really out of Ilatult::. Dut, Ull thut vel)' a~t.:uuJJt, 

we ought to be extraordinarily careful how we impute. 
it to all)' UUt!; amI Hut ICl;l$ careful til a!lct!rtaiu the 
truth of the charge, when the crime is imputed by 
others. \Ve are always slower to believe that our 
l]eighbour has been guilty of theft, than we are to be-: 
lieve that he has been gl1ilty of aay act of mere deceit 
i.ll ~ dealiogs. N ot~ng short of the clearest evidence 
will 'induce LIS ta believe that a man has killed his father 
or his mother; yet neither of these is more unnatural 
than for a man to spelll. evil of God. It is wrong, per­
l!aps, to say that allY thing cun be' more unnatural than 
fol' a SOil to murder his mother; yet, if it be possible, 
it is still more unnatural to speak evil of God '; because 
to the latter there is 110 possible templ alion; aud, to do 
il thing, for the doing of \vhich it is impossible to divil1~ 
~ motivt.:, is something which ought not to be regarded 
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as possible, until there be produced proof of the fact, 
clear as the sun at noon-day. 

With what care, then, ought we to proceed in the 
making, or in the giving of our countenance to, irripu:" 
tations of a crime so unnatural and so monstrous! 'The 
crime is great: the greater the caution, therefme, in 
giving credence to its having been committed. If, 
indeed, we be ready prepared, like the base Judges of 
Samaria, to believe loose and vague charges, supported 
by perj1\red wit~e!ises, or built upon far-fetched COll­

"structions and interpretations; then there needs no 
caution at all: the word blasphemer joined to the 
name of our neighbour will be sufficient to obtain the 
liee.rty concurrence to the dragging of him forth and 
stoning him to death. But if, bearing in our minds 
the denunciation of God, so often repeated, and with 
8uch awful solemnity; if, bearing in our minds this dti­
nunciation against unjust J ud.ges and U~jti8t judgmentS!; 
and also bearing in mind, that against unjust J tidg~s 
the blood of the innocent, the widow and the fatherles~, 
shall cry from the earth; if, bearing these things ill 
mind, we wish to be amongst those who shall be happy 
hereafter, we shall be very careful how we, by act ar 
word; contribute, though in the smallest degree, towards 
the condemnation of Ollr neighbour, until we . have well 

. and truly examilied every particle of the charge aghinst 
him; until we have well weighed the probable, arid 
even possible motiYe, of his accusers; until we have 
arrived at a perfect conviction, that, in condemning 
him, we are not treading in the steps of the abominable 
abettors of. JEZEBEL, and that we are not justly in-
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cUI'riqg the denunciation of. being 'tnade food for, th,e 
beasts of the forest and the fowls oLthe air: ;a dep.v.n­
.ciatiqn, dlopghtenible in itself"still short qf ,w~at is 
,dn,e to the crime of assisting the hypocrite jn se.f?~ip'~, 
.uJlderthe garb oLsanc.ti~, to ,grNifyhis:app~t,itefQr 
,.plunder. 

,Let no onepqpe ;to eSGape :*"e(pupis4lP~t due, to 
ltvppcrisy by JPlea,diJ.lg that he has n.ot,billl.&elf. blilen 

:the false ,accuae.r pf bis neighbour : l~t l~IJl~nQ~'I''Yhen 
.,~e . ball expr~'!}y .Qr ,~adtly. gillen his, ,¥!SlWt, ~o tjle 
,cruel d.(!eds. f)f hypocrisy, hope, with.Ponti~s !PA\1f1e, .. ~o 
,esca,pebY"excllliroing, H I am itlllocent ,of the, W~d 
,,<;>f J;hisj~stperson: ,s.ee,ye to it." ,Let no oqe .'boJle 
; to escape by a ,supter(v"ge ,like, Ytis. Pil;:lte, ~II,W ~~t 

the jU~lent was ,I,oiliU/lt, and yet,.,be ~~sy:med.,to)t)n 
order to Qvoid .giving offence, to the PJo~ecut,ors, a 
bijser an9, Qlore wicked act ~ha,n .which it is hal:~'Ypos­
~le t.o, '\U111gine. Yet this i~,. in fact, the act of, ,~ve?" 
~an ,who assists ,hypocrisy in the pel'pe,tration pf. its 
i'3iWltice I,\ud cruelty, whether .that assistance bc;giyen 
a$yely, 01' bya silent assent. Every m"ll, ,wbp, in 
lIJ:I.y,~~~, ,IAPd, £r?m ;W;lllltever ms.>t,iye, p~sRn~ tp ,IlU . ,,+p­
i~; j~gment ,00 ,,\lisne~hbQ.1,ll', ;.acts .Dpt, ,.iAQ,~~, 
1?.f~~ly,.thepart of,JuDAs; l;I,utye acts theJJllI.rt,~f 
,~pe ,Gbief Priests and . Elders,w~ich was by n~_:qt~.aQS 
~t:~!j 'P~tl:l:'1.ii,ltle :' he ac~s ,the part, ,npte~,,"(:,tly ,Qf 

Jl?zt..llELalld the sons of Belial; but, ,he a~ th~ pprt 
• . . .. .1., 

Of,Aa;<\B, audof that _p.u~illani~Qusand wet:.<:,Q"ldkil?g, 
he,.n~blY '~~~rves .the fate. Xn sl,I.c:;h ,a,cqse t~ef~, js 
no neutrality. ," He that is not for \is is ~aiu.st_us/' 
Not to 'pnwentJ"Qb,bery or ,murder, . having the power 
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to do it, is to rob or to murder :,110t to endeavour to pfe­
v.ent injustice is to he unjust; and,nqt to ,use all the 
means in our power to arrest the hypocrite in his cruel 
,career is to merit that just veNgeance, which God ,has 
denounced, and will not fail to execute, against ,llypo-
c.dsy and cruelty. . 

l'HE SIN OF DRGNK~N.NESS 

IN 

KINGS, PRIESTS, AND PEOPLE. 

"lU.iII noC forJKill!ll to,drink, wine ; .o.or ,for; Fr:iR:eeIJ ~ong'dIllDk : 
"UOIIl\,hel", drink IIl1d forget the law, and ,Pl""vllrt: t~e julhrllMl.K t pf 

u!8uy 1>£ the a1l1icted."-PaovERlls, chap. XXXI. ver(4, 5 • 

..... . ),- ... u; 

I T is but too common to 'find men ta,Iking much 
~f RELIGLON, and paying, at the same timt:, ,'ery littJe 
attention to the meaning of the word; . wpile they ;wh~l,o/ 
neglect thp. practice of the'thing itself. Such pecsQ;js 
ae~,to considel;. religion as ,little ,more than a.w~tch­
.word; as ,a sound that is intended to distinguish one 
class of , people from, another; and to think, that ,so 
!otJ.g.as they use the word, 'they need clue .little about 
the matter that it is iutended to describe. It, is .the 
~avil~g of the Bible, and the. praising of .theBillle 
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that such persons deem matters of importance; and 
not the studying of, and the adherence to, the precepts 
of the Bible . 

.But, this is not the light ill which religion ought to 
be viewed. - To practise justice, mercy, charity, and 
other virtllf\li, is natllral to ullcorrupted and unperverted 
human beings. That which strengthens this natural 
propensity, or Arrf\~tq th~ f\ffpd of corruption and per­
version, and does this through the means of reverence 
for God, and an expectation of future rewards and 
punishments, is called RELIG10K. So that religion 
means virtue, arising from considerations connected 
with a Supreme Being, and with hopes and fears as to 
another world. 

Virtue, in this sense of the word, means moral-good­
ness; and, therefore, to be religious, Q. man must be 
morally good; and, to be morally good, he must, at 
the least, abstain from doing that which is mQJ'llUy 
wicked. Religion calls upon him to go much further 
than this. It calls upon him to do all the good inhls 
power, whether as sovereign or subject, priest or neigh­
bour,. parent or child j but, at thtl Vtll'y least, it calls 

up~:m him to abstain from the practice of vice; and, if 
he obey . not this call, his professiuns IJIlly lIi:rv~' t'v 
scandalize religion, and to insure his own condem· 
nation. 

Vain is the notion, tl],t religion consists in believ­
ing in the truth of the doctrines of the Bible: vainis 
ilie notion that what is generally called faith consti­
tutes religion. It, ill fact, makes but a very small part 
of what constitutes religion, propedy so clllled; The 
Word of God has been given for a rule of condUct; 
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and religiori consists in obeying the rule, which is the 
best, and, indeed. the only way, in which we can prove 
our faith, faith being neither more nor less than out' 
belief in .the Divine origin of' the rnle. "Tholl M­
litvest :" says the apostle .lames, (ch. ii. ver. 19,) 
" thou ilop.llt wpll. 'The n(>~:il.~ also belie~·e." .And, 

alas! How many men, who nearly resemble Devils in 
their conduct, do we hear clamorously professing their 

belief, and persecllting, with fiend-like malice and cru­
elty, oth~rS'whom they fal5ely call infidels l .The tlamc 
apostle, in the same chapter saya, that faith without 
works is nothing worth; nnd hc illustratcs his meaning 

by putting a case where the giving of the hungry and 
naked' a blessing, is substituted for a gift of food and 
raiment. H Thou," he adds, "hast faith, ant:!. I have 
works: sbow me thy faith without thy workll; and I 

will show thee my faith by my w~rks." 
In' e8timatillg the religiou of nlen, therefore, we 

ought to enquire what is their conduct, and nOt what is 
their belief. On the,latter point we have lJuthiug to 

guide us but their professions, and these may be false; 
but, as to the former, if our inquiry be strict and im­
partial, there can be no deception. And does not this 
rule perfectly correspond with our practice as to our 
own relationships in life? Whether in the capacity of 
master or of ser;vant, is it not the good or bad quality 
of the moral character and conduct of the party tllat 
fOrms the ;ubject of inquiry 1 Who, when forming 'a 
stheme of matrimonial connection, ever madetbe faith 
of the, other party the chief subject of previous investiga­
tion? What man, in such a ca'Se, ever put it in the balance 
agarnst chastity" industry, or even cleanliness of persGu ? 

c 
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Reljgion, then, means virtue, and virtue is evinced, 
not by the professions, but by the conduct, of men. 
As was before observed, religion calls for a great deal 
more than:, an abstinence from vice; but, at the very 
least, it calls for that; and, we may safely conclude, 
that the vicious man, the man wilfully "icious, has n~ 
real religion in his heart, and, that, if he call himself 
religiom., he is both hypocritical and impious. 

Our first care, therefore, ought to be to abstain from 
vice. Many there are, and must be; in every commu­
nity, who have' not the power of ~oing conspicuous 
g()Qd I but, it is in the power of every human heing to 

abstain, by some means or other, from doing what he 
kuows to he wrong; or, at the "cry least, to abstain 
from cOIDl1l)tting vice wilfully and wantonly, and even 
almost without terpptation, which must always be the 
case, when he indulges ill tIle vice, when he, indeed, 
commits ~e Sill, prohibited in the words of my text. 

A great part' of the misCollduct of mankind and of 
the evils whic.:h wt:-witue.$:) ill th~ wvrJd, ari:;cM [fUlJJ 'he 

want of a clear comprehension of the nature of our 
duties; and this want frequently arises from our not 
taking .sufficient pains to understand the meaning of 
the words by which things are designated, Nobody 
attempts to justify sin. All join in disapproving of 
sin ibnt few take the pains to ascertain what sill reali, 
lS. 

There prevails a sort of confused idea, that sin is 
,iomething committed against God: and so it is; but 
the error consists in believing that the thing done is all 
offence against God Dilly; while the fact is, that it is an 
offence against our neighbour, in defiance of the lawi 
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IDf God. Just in the same way that we offend, the King 
in doing wrong to our fellow subjects, we offend Gorl 
in doing wrong tO,our neighbour. In assaulting our 
neighbour we do no personal harm to the King. He 
is safe from the reach of our offensive weapons; but 
hi!! law!! ar~ n/l'fmd.,n hy nur ad ; linn, thl'rpfnrn, in hill! 

name we are punished. If the King be 80 far beyond 
the reach Qf our unlawful efforts, how much farther 

beyond them is the King of kings! 
, Therefore, when we talk of sin, we mean, if we be 

rational, some offence committed against our neighbour; 
that is to say, against some particular persons, or 

'against the community ill general; and, of all the sins, 
of which man can be guilty, there is perhaps none, 

when we consider it ill all it's eftects, greater than that 
of drunkenness j and certainly none which admits of 

110 smllll a degree of palliation. 
To other ~ini!l, or, at lea~l., tu the greater part of 

other sins, there is more or less of temptation. In 
CWlel! wlu:re milul'tJ wurks su powerfully within WI; 

where reason itself is so frequently unequal to the task 
of resistance; where the propensity, when thwarted, 
produces, sometimes the total loss of sanity, and, at 
others, urges the unhappy victim on to self destruction ') 
in such cases, though we dare not justify the grati­
fication of the propensity, it becomes us to judge with 
great caution, and to feel much more of compassion 
than of anger. Those acts which are committed with 
the view of appropriating to oursel~ that which 
belongs to others, arise frequently froma~lute want, 
or from a desire to avoid want. Eren murder itself 
has, frequently, and most frequentlr, want to plead in 

c Q 
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mItigation. But, drunkenness is a man's own act; 
an evil deliberat~ly sOllght after; an act of violence 

wilfully committed against reason, against nature, 
against. the 'Word and in the face of the denunciations 
of God; and that, too, without the smallest temptation, 
('j{cept from that vicious appetite which the criminal 

himself has voltmtarily created. 
That th~ lowest and most degraded of mankind 

should yield themselves up to such Ii vice ought to ap­
pear surprizing; bccau5e it i~ a vice cOItrInittt:d llgain~t 

nature herself. What, then, must be our decisiOn as 
to Ki7lgS, who should thus debase themselves, degrade' 
the character not only of the King but of the man, and' 
set the "command" of the Almighty at defiance, when 
they ought to be an example and an ever-living, light' 
to gu~de the steps of their people? Kings have been . 
called the Vicegerents of God, that is to say, they are 
1\14~ld-1"" ,who are to govern accordihg to his lttws. 
flo.w ",ieked, therefore, how detestable the conduct of 
KiD~,!whell they are conspicuous, not as obsen'ers, 
but lt$ breakers of those laws ! -

In"dle words of my text the I'easoos -are given why 
Kings shQuld "l1ot drink wine and Princes strong 
dl'iuk ;" and these reasons are, "least they drink and 
forget tlte law, and pervert the judgment of any of 
the (J.tjticted.'~ And, when was the drunkard-mindful 
of the law? lVhen was he mindful to discharge his 
duties '! When did he do justice to any'? When 
dit1 he: ever discover a merciful disposition 1 Wh~n 
d~d be consider the case of the afflicted? When did 
h~ evince that.he had one particle of humanity ,in his 
bosom? The sensual man is always unfeeling toward& ' 
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others; and this imputation more particularly applieJi 
to the drunkard and the glutton. Subjects, neighbours, 
wife, children; all that ought to oc~upy a great portioll 
of his affections; all are cast aside to make way for 
his lllordinate and beastly appetites. 

" Woe to thee 0 land .• when thy King is a child. 
alld thy Princes eat in the lDoruing." Eccles. ch. x. 
ver 16. And in the next verse we are told, that the 
land is blessed, H when Princes eat in due season, for 
~trength, and not for drunkenness." These are words 
wbic,h qught to be borne in mind by all Magistrates 
of every description. To them it particulal'ly· belongs 
to guard themselves against those beastly habits, which, 
while they sap the foundation of health, debilitate a~ 

well as vitiate the mind. Not only the drunken man; 
1I0t only the mim while he is actually in drink, is inca­
pable of fulfilling anyone of the dutiesbelongjng to 
the Magistrate; bu Le is rendered, by all indulgence 
in this crime) incapable 'at all times; at everyhou.r of 
his life. By habitual drunkenness he loses the po-wer 
of memory, of reflecting, of reasoning, of rliscllssing, 
and of drawiug just concluilions. He becomes the 
slave, not only of his passions; for from that slavety 
he might enjoy occasional release; but the slave of 
stupidity and debility. His temper becomel! soured. 
He is subject to incessant irritation. Accidental mi­
nute;! must be souibt for speaking to him. .All be­
comes'matter of uncertainty or of mere chanCe, whell 
depepdent upon his will or hili co-operation. 

Is it possi~le to imagine a being more contemptible, 
~p. at ,the same time more hateful than this? Well, 
ther.efore" .rpaythe inspired writer exclaim, " \Yoe to 
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thee 0 land, when thy King is a child, and when thy 
Princes eat, not for :strength but for drunkennelilll !" 
Is it not enough to fill the heart with indignation, when 
we behold Kinga or chief Magistrattl!, unuer wluttever 

name, answering to the description ahove given? Is 
it not enough to e;\\:;itt even rage ill the just mind to 
hear menaduicted to such vices addressed with the 
appellatioll uf ~"Muje8Iy, aud to hear them called most 
excellent, and their persolls called saCT'ed, when it is 
notoriOWj to the world that they are distinguished from 
other men more by their vices than by any excellent 
'1 mdity; and that, by their chief characteristic, they are 
brought to a level with the brute? 

It is said of good Kings, in the East, that, of so 
much importance do they consider serenity of mind to 
a due discharge of their Kingly functions, that they 
rise earllf' and, even before they eat or dlink, appiy 
themselves to the consideration of the matters of most 
importance that are submitted to them. It is well 
known that eating, though you drink only water vrith 

.Jour food, and though necessary to the sustenance of 
the body, is, for a time, at least, a load upon the mind. 
There are 'few mell who do not well know from experi· 
ence, that, in the morning, and fasting, the mind is 
:always clearest, more strong than at other times ',and 
better capable of reasoning correctly. It seems, then, 
·to be no 1IIore than the bounden duty of KinKS and 
chief ::Magistrates to have recourse to carly rising, to 
fasting for a while, till the most important duties of 
the day are discharged jand, if this be· the case, what 
ought to be the decision as to those. who not only ne­
glect thelle means of insuring the utmost degree of 
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!erenity of mind, and of vigour of iutellect; but who 
011 tlll'l 1'0I1trllry, lJ~e the lImplp rnelln.Q drllwn from the 

sweat of the people committed to their charge, for the 
purpose of indulging ill drowsiness, sltlggi~hne!J!l, effe­
minacy,gluttony and drunkeul1ess? 

'ro Kings and chief Magistrates arc given all thQ 
means of enjoyiqg ease and tranquillity. They pos­
eess' innumerable advantages over othcr men. They 

have no cares for themselves or for their progeny. 
Lauds, houses, equipages; every thing, which other 

men seek to possess, is put into their possession without 
the smallest degree of trouble to themllelvei!, Their 

wants and wishes are all anticipated. They are armed 
with authority tu t;urL the di~ulJedielJt, and ure fllr~ 

\ nished with treasures for the doillg of acts of grace 
<lud favour. They arc the fountain of hUIlQUrS; amI 
there are laws to give special protection to their per~ 
soos, In return for all these, do they.owe nothing to 

the community 1 Can they ever do enough to. dis­
charge the debt of obligation, until they 'have d<me 
every good which they are capable of doing? At the 
least, are they llot bound to abstain ti'om wilfully doing 
evil; are they not bound to abstain from voluntari1y 
rendering themselves unqualified for the discharging of 
their bounden duties? The :Magistrate, says tbe 
:Scripture, shall be a terror to evil doers, and a reward 
to those who do well; but in the debauched, in the 
drowsy, in the effeminate Magistrate; in him who is a 
child in mind and a giant in profligacy; in the unfeel­
ing drunkard and glutton, who may unhappily be 
clothed with regal authority, what do we see ,but a re­
warder of evil doers and a terror to those ",-ho do well? 
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But, it is not to this "ice, when it is found in Kings, 
that evi.I cOllsequences exclusively belong. If it were 
possible to suppose any tiling more odious than a drullk­
,ard with a sceptre ill his hand, It would assuredly be 
a drunkard in clerical robes. That priests should be 
sober; that the.v should ahstain from all execsI'!, whether 
in eating or drinking, is s.o n~anifest; this is so clearly 
the~r ~uty; that there seems to require neither the 
authority of Scripture nor the weight of argument to 
uphold or inforce it: St. Paul to Titus, eh. i. ver. 7, 
and. 8, sals that a Bishop must he' " sober and not 
given to wine." The same is repeated in ch. iii. of 
the Epistle to Timothy. In this last mentioned 
j'h~pt(>r the :.po~tl(> t,..kp<;l rare to urgp the np(,p~sity 

of sobriety in the case of teachers ill general; and, 
indeed, though the first teachers were sent forth UIl­

der numerous injunctions as to their own behaviour, 
that of being sober l'ollstantly finds a place in the <:00}­

~~~ l¢d !lp~:m them.. T.hey were told. to preach the 
. ~pel; ,fo be stedfast in the faith'; but they were 
. tpJ4 with 110t less earnestness to abstain from pride, 
f!"~ 'Vilnity, fwm effeulinacy, fromi\Hhy lucre; 
fro.ill every thing calculated to bring, by· their evil 
eXRlllple, reproach upon their calling; but mOf.e par­
ticularly were they urged to be temperate, to be sober, 
{O Ii-bB~ifl from glimulIY allli druflkl;l/fle.~/j. . 

Indeed, if we duly consider the matter, we shall 
find t~t the Priest, IIext after the King, at least, is ill 
dl\ty bound to abstain from excesses of every de.scrip­
tion, and particularly those under contemplation at 
pre~eQt. .For, of what avail is the preaching, if the 

examFle of the Prie:.t give the lie to his precepts? 
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Can it be believed that the hearers will be deterred 
frQm indulging in drunkenness .• when the ~ermon comes 
from the 1i 1's of a man whom they know to be 11 

,drunkard '/ Jt will l1()t be contended, especially by 
Priests themselves, that the flock do not regard the 
.pastor as a pers{.m of understanding slIpl:'rior to~:tr 

own; because to contend for the affirmative of that 
proposition, would be to declare the functions of ' the 
Priest to be useless. Of what avail, then, can the pre­
cept be, if cO).;ltrndic'W<\ by thp exnmple? \Vc arc told 

-sometimes, that we ar.e to . attend to whal the Priest 
.says, and not to what he does: for tlmt he tnerely telle 
us what is the will of God. But the hollowness of 
tbi:. will appear in a lllQment.; fVI' if the Pliel5t tdl \\15 

that we endanger our souls· by getting drunk; if he 
call upon us, iu the words of St. Paul to the COli.n­
tbianll. (1 Cor. eh. v. ver.9.) not even to sit do.w1t 
t.lt tabU: 'fI)ith rlnmlwr'(U; if. he Wlt;un~ UII, in dwword:. 
of the HIDe apostle, in ch. vi. 'jer. 10, of \he~ filme 
hook, that dmnkards shall not illh~rit the Kirlgdom '!l 
Hea'iJf!l't; .jlld if ~e know that he himself is a drunkard, 
and that his .. God ilil his belly;" if we. know this, 
must we not conclude, that, at bottom, there is n9t 8\) 

mucp siJ~ and not so much danger as his words woqld 
havt! us believe? Him we regard iI\8 our sup,e~' 
W point 01' understanding; and can we possitlly believ~ 
that, while he is warning us so earnestly against the 
danger ofoot inheriting the Kingdom of Heaven he 
himl!\tllf is woolly insensible to that dan~r '/ 

The tr",th is, that, in aU such cases, we must· come 
to .one of two conclusions; first, that the Priest has Ie., 
uuderstaading ~an ourselves; or, second, that he jll J. 

c5 
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hypocritt', a deceiver, an impostor, who holds up the 
~cripture. as a terror to tiS, while he haR no helief;n it 
himself. 

The first quality, therefore, in a Priest is that of ex­
emplary life... 'Without this his preaching is a great deal 
worse than vain; for it tends directly to shake all faitb. 

in the system of religion which he is teaching. He may, 
as l~ng as he pleases, tell us, that, to be good Chris· 

tians, we. must be humble, meek, merciful and charit-. 
able; but, if .he himself be haughty, insolent, hard­

hearted, and cruel, the necessary concIua-ion in our 
minds, is, that he is either an impostor or an infidel; 
.a{)d, as none t)f hi.., bad a~tions are more likely to meet 
our ears than his drunkenness and his gluttony; so in 
.none oftnem is there so great a cause of scandal to re­
lig,fuu, ami tlf jl~urJ tu the lIlur;:L!:s uf the peuple. If'it 
i8 becoming in an men, whether as ne:ghbours, whether 
M masters, or parents, to look well to the effects of 
their example, is it not becoming in a Priest to be un­
commonly scrupulous on this score? His obligations to 
the community are in magnitude less than those of 
Kings only.' H~ ill amply provided with all the neces~ 
saries, and all the comforts of life: he has these even to 
,superabundance at the expense of the labour of other 
men. The law gives him peculiar privileg~s. It ex­
-empts him from numerous duties, to which other men 
are lia~le; and especially from the great and perilous 
duty of defending his country in arms. He -is the fll­
voured, the ,indulged, the pampered child of th~ com­
muuity; and the reason is, that he should have no ex­
cuse for falling into temptation. Such a mansureJ, 
-ewes something to the community on the score simpir, 
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of gratitude; and yet if his preaching be not backed 
by his example, instead of a good he is an evil in 
society. 

The Priest has, too, contracted certain positive ob­
ligations with the community. He has declared, <l.t 

hig entering upon his offir.e that he believ~d himself to 
be H called thereunto, according to the will of Jesul5 
" Christ." He lias promised that he will be " diligent 
" in the discharge of his duties, laying aside the 
" study of the world and the flesh." He has promised; 
moreover, to make himself a (I 1clwlesorne e:1'ample and 
pattern to the flock of Christ:" and these he ha~ sealed 

. by taking t}te sacrament. 
Now, then, with these solemn engagoments in ili~ 

recollection; and knowing that he is forbidden even to 
.'lit at table with drunkards, and being assured- that 

. drunkards shall Hot inhei'it the Kingdom of Heaven, 
what must the Priest be,. who is himself a drunkard; 
who is himself given to much wine, and who, while he 
is running over tilt: ~ervil:c, il:! ill ha~te unly to get at the 
feast and the bottle? What arc we to think of a P~iest 
of this description? Huw are we:: to find terms wherein 
to apply to him a due portion of our reprobation? But 

··if we abstain from censure, we may surely ask where 
can be the utility of such a Priest; and how such' a 
Priest can be a bond of union and a holder together of 
the flock of Christ? 

The fact is, that all the dissensions in the Christian 
Church; all the breakings off into sects; and all the 
'COnsequent divisions in communities, -and enmities in 
neighbourhoods and families arising frum this cause;. 
that all these have arisen from the negligence, the list;. 
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lessReSs, the lazmtiBS, the variou~ debaucheries, of $~ 
Pr~1'8thO<.!d ;. an~ especially from tbeir di'unkeQnes, a,r.Jfl' 
gluttony. Their sensualities of another desc:ription 
have bee.a CQJl)mon enough. Greediness and cruelty 
have not unfrequen!ly \>eep promipcnt tf1a,l:ures iQ their 
character; hut gJU.ttONY and drunkeJ.llless, and espe­
ciaHy the ~atter, a~e not ,easily disguised from the eyes 
of the \'llnrlcl; anrl haV/~, tberflfore, h'H-I a ~or(> powflrt'1l1 
effect than some other vice~ in alienatiug the dock from 
the pastor. 

'FheH,ll'UlS of ~nalikil\d ,~'e the creatu~6S of ha'!.lit; 
they generally follow jn the track of their fathers; a.nd 

to shake things long established is, therefore, difficull. 
Yet, the Christian world has ~eell contiuually expe­
l:ie,ncmg revolutioqs occasioned by the miscond,uct ~f 
th~ Prl,ellw. The; law clothe:> tile' Pri~l:I~ wi!;h pvprJ 
tl~ing calcu}ated to excite reverence; b\l~ 'to he~I',prlJ­
uept$ of. so~Iie~y from tbe lips qfa well ~'Qw» ~rl1~~­
.ard; or precep\:H of fasting and abstinellce from a lump 
of I110fulitJ wt:it.tliug and \.:huakiug with fat j UJt~~t: urt: 

too much for common sense to endure: t.b.ey overC,Q~ . 
. ~ pqw.e{jI of l)ab,~ aJW ~he ,.illjlln~tj~m\lqf law· :r~ 
tlock,is disgusted. It becomes infidel, Of it qU\\.'i tM 
Pa.$/f ; and thi:s is the natural progress of tbjngs, wbich, 
intheir result, if they do not justify the commuwty., 
condemn~he Priest. 

The French people were represented as barbariaus,l 
a,.¥ Dei~ts, as Atheists,' and as every -thing ha~eful 

~Ongllt men., because at, the beginning of their reVel­
It,ltio.D, they cast off the Priests. The King of }'r~ 
hadb61eu called the most Caristian King; and the peo­
ple of f'rance were certainly not less pious tban their 
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uei.ghbours, How astonished, then, were we to sc~hi8 
pc>.opl", all at once, turn upon their Prieets. drive them 
iqto foreign Lauds, or tear them illto pieces! alit, ~ilen 
we consider, that these Priests, ~vhile they preached 
l~iljty, ab!ltinence and temperance, were arooogilt 
the Inost haughty and insolent of mankind ; that they 
lived a life. of feasting, drunkentless, and of all sorts of 
4eba~lj:hcry, ut the CNpense of the labour of a people 
half starve.d; when :we consider these things, we cease 
to be !!~rpri5ed $t the cquduct of the French people 

towards the P~i~ets: om wonder iii not at the V611-

geallce taken upon them, but that that vengeance was 
so long delayed, 

The Priests of France had made 'L'OWS of chastity, 
and,' for the far greater part, of abstinence .also; and 
yet, it wa!! I.;olllputcd that they were the flllherB of mOl';,!; 

illElgitimare childreu than all tJIe other lItell in the Kil1g­
rl,Qrn; .~Jld that the)' wm;WllOO m.ql·~"il¥' thl!.~ Il, bUIl­

<ired tinlt'18 their nUJRber of men w ~ny Qtb~r rank Qf 
lif~. 9~ght such a band uf Ult:U, l:mch a honIe of pru-­

Bigates, to have been permitted to exist? W
T 

as it not the 
~ty of the lnost Christian ch~f magistrate to interfere, 
apdabate t~ pestiferous nuisance '/ The m~gistr~te 
Qlq not interfere; the nuisance was sun-ered t{) proceed 
till th*l disg1,lst at, and hatred of, this iDl!olent and de­
~he.d body became universalr and ulltil the resent'\' 
went againlit it became il'resistibl.e, 

If, with such a Priesthood, with suchexpol,lnders of 
'be .Bible, ,with such "spiritual guides," ~" people 
be~ llJke,..warm, doubting, unbelieving, and evell 
pn>6igaw aad reprobate; if they became impatient, 
fPtell.t,,\, lWdict.ive .'lld bloody, at whQse dQOr lay ta. 
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sin? \Vho had set them the example of debauchery and 
prorligacy 1 Where was the convent that had no.t poUred 
forth its streams of poison to corrupt the morals of the 
people? \Vbere was the city, tlle town, and almost the 
village, which llad not witnessed the gluttony and drunk­
enneS8 of the Priests; and where was the family that 
had not been rohhed of its patrimony or the fruit~ of 
its labour to satisfy the cycr-craying appetites of this 

gormandizing and guzzling herd '! Then, when men 
were cnabled to look back to thc injunctions to chastity, 
humility, mercy and sobriety, put forth by the Apos­
tlo~ and Di~ciple~ of which th~~e men pretended to be 

the .successors, how were their bosoms to be prevented 
from !Swelling with feelings of re~elltmeI\t; how ,,'ere 

their hauds to be restrained from inflicting punishment 
011 the daring amI impiuus ilJJPostor~ ! 

If unbelief prevail, therefore, let it be ascribed to its 
"tme caul:!e. If t1ivil:!ioIlI:! take place amongst Christians; 
if. sects arise; and feuds and deadly animosities succeed, 
Jet the Priesthood take the blame to themselves. Laws 
may be made, formulas may be promulgated; penalties 
may be attached to defection or non-conformity; but in 
the end, reaSOIl, justice, manifest right, are too strong 
tor them all. Men wiII not believe him to be a saint 
who Jives the life of a sinner. "To make others weep, It 
tlay!> the CrItic, " the poet must weep himself;" and, 
eertainly, to make others believe in the soundness of our 
teaching,. we must ourselves practice what we teach. 
Did it ever yet happen, that, in order to induce hill 
.oldiers to enter the breach, the commander himself 
turned his back and ran away? To persuade men to la­
bour, do we ever ourselves give striking proofs of our 
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OWll laziness? To induce our children to abstain from 
gaming and to give them a horror of that vice, do we 
ourselves take them to the gaming table to see us 
place our fortunes upon the hazard of the die? Who, 
then, is' to expect that a gluttonous and a drunken 
Priest will have a temperate and sober congregation; 
and, how necessary is it then, that the law-giver and 
th., magistrllte, in p.vpry community, take care that no 
protection, and especially that no grace or favour, be 
given to R Prie~thood whose lives nre a continual ex­
ample of, and a continual, encouragement to, an' in­
dulgence In this too prp.vfljpnt., and most pernicious 
vice! 

After all, however, were a Illition ~o IInhappy: were 
it afflicted with those cho,sen curses, an effeminate, 
debauched and proAigate King, and a Priesthoon an­
dieted to gluttony and drunkenness; after all, notwith- . 
etanding these vicious examples, the people have 
themse\ve!l to . perform their duty. Every manhaa 
€loll!!cience to guide him, and in these days, none i. 
deprived of access to the commamls of God himself . 
. Rillg,,) Magistrates, Priests may set evil example; 

but, after all, man has an account to settle with hill 
Make::r ; uud in that account evil example, from what­

ever quarter it may have come, c'an never be a justifi-
cation of lI1i~l:UIlUud. . 

The Bible, from one end to the other, eI~joins tern­
-penmce and ~uLrit:tJ' Solomon, ill Provo ,ch. xxiii. )'cr. 
:!S 1., says, that the II drunkard and the glutton shall come 
tu poverty;" and in ver. 29 and 30 of the same chap­
h'r, he asks, H Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? 
II Who hath contentions 1 . Who hath babbling '1 WtMt 
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" hath woundll without cause? Who hath redne88 of 
" eye!! 'I" The aJlSwer is, " they that tarr.'Ilong-at the 
Wilf,(f, th!'lY that go to seek mixed '/Pine." 

Ne,'er was a truer picture than this. Here arelhe 
effects and here i;; the cause, The drunkard, he wh. 
d.elights in dJink, passes upon himself the iJentence of 
povedy, and of unpitied poverty, too; he suffers aU 
it/(, pMJlS and l)(,)llllltleOi witl(luut rawiving. and ~ith<:)\.\t 

meriting compassion; beclt.lIse he has sineed, as was 
before obscl'\cd, ugtUust nature u.s well os ngo.ll)st rem. 

~l ud the word ·of God. "Drowsiuess," says So­
lomon, " shall clothe a man with rags." And of aU 
the drowsiness and laziness that is witnessed in the worlel 
uine-tenths arise from an inordinate indulgence in drink. 
When once this vice ~s taken fast hold of a mall, 
jI1l:t:~\'t::n imiu:!try, {iuc""dl ClUuhtlivu, fal"t:well aibl::lltwlI 

to things worthy of attention, farewell the love of vir,. 
tuo~s society, farewell decency of manners, andf.r~ 
weB, tqQ, Cll.:!n an Ilttenti<;>n to person: every thing iJ 
IiUnk by rhiii predominating and brutal appetite. 

In ho,\' mallY instances do we see men who have 
begq.1#- life wi1:h the brightest of prospects before them, 
and' ,who close it without one ray of comfort Dr 00lI!' 

wlation, after ba\-ing wasted tbeir time in ~baucb.ery 
and slo#J, and dragged down many innocent persooll 
from prosperity to misery! Y Q~ng men with good. 
fortunes, good talents, good tempers, good hearts, and 
soul"I;d c.onstitutiQl1S, only by being drawn into the VOT~ 
tex of the drunkard, have become, by degrees, the 
mQ~fdes.picable and most loathsome of mankind. At 
tirst the thing is not so visible; but .in, the end it i. 
(;p~plere in its efiects. The" redness of eyes"be,o. 
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comes the ontward and "isible sign of the commence­
~ent ofruill; and, at last, fortune and family, friends, 
parents, wife and children; all are sacrificed, if neces­
sary. to this raging and ungovern able vice. This "ice 
creates more unhappiness in families; is the cause of 
more strife between man and wife; is the cause of 
~ore of those separations, which disgrace the married 
parties themselres, which send the children forth into 
the 'world humbled and tarnished, and rather' than be 
the cansI'. of Vlhich, a father ongl1t to hp, I"f':lfiy to sniff'r, 
if possible, ten'thousand deaths: of these fatal effects 
rll"l1nl{f~nnp!'lS in 'the hllf!banrl ;,:: in'orl-' frl-''lllently the (,Inl,!p. 

than all other causes pu t together. ' 
III the house of a drunkard there is no hllppjn(>~s for 

aqyone. All is uncertain(y and anxiety~ He is not 
the same man for anyone day at a time. No on,e 
knows any thing of his out-goings or of his in-coming~. 
When lle will ri.sE\ or when hy down to rest is wholly ,n 

Inatter of chance. Whether he will be laughing 9f 
sullen at hi~ return to his hO.\.1BC no onc ean tell. :At 
some times he is one man, at other times another. His 
tilue is (;hiefly di"ided between ra\ing and melancholy. 
Well might the A postle warn his Disciples not to sit 
down at table with drunkards; for, leaving the sin of 
drunkenness itself out of the question, what is so into­
It:rablt: It!; UIt: baLblt: of II UJulIkt:ll Ulall! WIt.it!!{) ,uu­

certain as the consequences of communication with him! 
TItis minute he shakes you by the hand; the next he 
seeks your life; and the only recompense you receive 
for the injuries be inflicts, is, an acknowledgment, that, 
at the time of committing the injury, he had voluntarily 
put himself upon a level with the brute. 
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Of all the afflictions in this world, there is, pel;haps, 
none that exceeds that of having a drunken husband; 
next to which comes that of having a drunken 80n. 

From the very earl est times this vice was held in the 
greatest abhorrence and marked out for the severest 
punishment. :MOSES, in laying down laws for the 
Israelites, took care to invest parents and judges with 
power to punish a crime, which, if Buffered to go un 
punished, he foresaw must be productive of the most 
injurious consequences to thc community of which he 
was the law-giver. In the xxist chap. Deuteronomy, 

. he eommnnd::; the parents of a ~tubbom and rebelliou15 

son to bring hill} before the elders: "and they shall 
" any unto the elders of hi~ city, Tbi:s UU1- !jUII willuot 
" obey our voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard. 
" .And all the men of hit; city shall stone him with 
" stones that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from 
" among you i amI all hrael shall hear, and fear." 
Now, severe as this punishment was, who shall say, 
whe.i wc takc iaw view the numerous and terrible con­
sequences of the vice, and the total absence of all temp­
(atioll to the commission of it ; who shall say, when 
these things are considered that this punishment was 
too severe? Before we pronounce this judgment, let 
llS look at the aged father and mother, at brethren and 
sisters, all plunged into mlsery by the drunkenness alid 
consequent squandering of O:le stubborn, profligate and 
brutal mem ber of the fami) y. Let us onl y consider the 
11l1mber of unfortunate mothers, who, in their widow­
hood, haye a son to whom they ought to look for COIl­

~olation and support, rendered doubly miserable by 
that SOil; and, at last brought to absolute beggary by 
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his drunkenness, drowsiness and squandering. Let us 
lorik at II. mother thus situated; let liS see her for yean 
wearing herself with anxiety, humouring him, indulging 
him, apologizing for him; :mrl:lt last, even whe» 
brought. by him to want bread to put ill her mouth, 
feeling not for herself but tor him. ,V Ie' mmt 101\1.:: lit 

a case like this; a case, unhappily, but too frequent in 
thisdai; we must look at II. case like this; we must 
look at the crimes of such a son; at his ingratitude, his 
cruelty, at that hard~hartedlJcss which has grown out of 
the wilful indulgence of his appetites; and we must 
consider tha.t this i'1dulgcncc has becn in defiance of 
reason and of lIature, before we pronounce that the 
l)Uni~hmcllt allotted by the law of MO::lC5 was morc thun 
commensurate to the magnitude of the crime. 

llu\Ve~cf, we IllU!lt not dismisl5 'thi5 embject without 

recollecting, that, even for such a son, there may in 
some cases,be an apology foullU; Hot, iuJeed in the 
example of a King or in that of Priests, l:mt in the ex­
ample or in the negligence of parmts tltc{fnel1)e~; for 
these have duties to peform with regard to their children, 
and duties, too, '",hich justice, which good murals, amI 
.which religion imperiously demand at their hands. 

They are 1I0t at liberty to say, that their children are 
theirs; and that, as in cases of other animals, they are 
to do what the!J please wJth them, and to leave undone 
towards them that which th~y please. They have no 
right to give life to beings, of whom they grudge to take 
charge, and towards whom they are not ready to act 
with as much zeal and tenderness as towards their own 
persons. If the life and happiness of a child (the child 
being without offence) be not as dear to the parent alii 
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the parent's own life, that parent is deficient in parental 
affection, and can hardly expect au affectionate and dq.­
tiful child.· 

.In this respect, however, let us hope that few pa­
rents are deficient; but, there is something besides pa­
rental affection due from a parent towards a child, 
the parent has to act as weU as to feel. He is to con­
sider that which is best to be done; that which is the 
best course to pursue, in order to provide, not only for 
the existence and health of hiil r.hild, hilt al.Ro for his 
future welfare, and in . welfare is included his good 
mornl condpct. It i.s very certain that children are, in 
general, prone to follow, and with great" exactness, 
the example of' their parents. "Vhere is the father 

whose sons have not told him, one after another, at the 
age ~f th~ee years old, thut they shull be big mOll lilee 

/i,im; that they shall do this or that like ltim ?Wher~ 
is t~~ father that has not w\ltched, and been ycry mUGp 

plra~d at ~ir constant attempts to imitate him? anp. 
who has not"observed their contentions as to which WI.\S 
most like him? . 

N uw, it i~ ill1pu5~iIJlt: uot to Ijt:c ill thelltl thing"" 
which are notorious to all the world, the clearest prooi~ 
Ulat, with children, the example of parents always is 
p{)wetful, and may he rendered, ill nine cases out of ten, 
pr~ilIctivtl uf the happiest consequences to bodl pa­
relit» Aud children. If it be the ambition of the son, 
ev.en from his earliest days, to be like and do like the 
.father, 1;lOw careful ought the father to be of all his 
word~ and all his actions: Nature may possibly pro­
duce a son so lllltoward as to become a drunk.ar.d after 
having been bred up by a sober fathel' and in scenes oj 
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perfect sobriety: but this is a sort of monster in mo­
·rals, and is to be excluded from all the reasonings ap- . 
pertaining to the subject. Nothing is truf:r than the 
rale of SOLOMON, " train up a child in the way he 
H should go; and when he i~ old, he will not depart 
"·from it." But, in this case, as well as in the case of' 
Priest and flock, it is the example, and not the precept, 
upon which we ought to rely. By precept you may 
teach your son that drunkenness is sinful and leads· to . 
misery; but the' precept will have little force when 
contradicted by your example. You may preach; 
you may warn, you may menace; but if YOII inrllllgp. 
in the bottle yourself, expect not a sober son, and com­
plain not if he brirng your grey hairs with florrow to the 
grave. 

Example in this case coats nothiug, either ill the way 

of money or of personal exertion. It is merely an 
abetnining from thRt which is in itself unnatural. It 'is 
recommended alse. by economy, . by a love of domestic 
peace, and by a desire to consult the convcnience, and 
to promote the happiness of a family. Drinking and 
UrOU!!illg i~ not productive of cheerfullless; and it i:s 
c~eerflilness, and not ~oisterous mirth, that ,ve ought 
to· desire for our inmate. Nobody is!!o tlllll a:; the Uily-· 
before drunkard; no ·mansion so gloomy as that which; 
beholds the morrow of a feast. iI N abars .heart was' 
merry within him; for he was very drunken;" but 
the next morning, when the wine wa.~ gone out of Na­
bal, his heart died within him and he became dead as a 
s((me. This is the tl ue picture of the two states of the 
drunkard, and well represents the effects of dtinkihg 
and carousin~ in a family. 
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Therefore, even as relating to the management and 
the happiness of a household, an abstinence from drink~ 
iug strong drink, or any thing which intoxicates, is a 
duty. And, when the effect llpon children is taken into 
view, how sacred is their duty! 

Many are the parents, who; under afflictions occa~ 
sioned by a son addicted to drunkenness; many are 
1'!11ch parents. who. after fruitless attempts at reclaiming 
him, after vain endeavours to disguise the cause of 
their trouble from the world, confess, in the bitterness 
of their sorro~', that it would have been better had they 
followed him to the grave at a moment when perhaps 
t1~ey were shedding tears of joy at his recovery from 
some dangerou!l d.isell.se f ..... 4.lld, if such parents have 

well and truly discharged their duty towards him, un­
feeling indeed must be the 1 eart that can refrain from 

participating ill their sorrow. But, if his boyish days 
hase been spent amidst scenes of drinking; if the pa­
tents h~ve made him a heartr of glees and songs ill 
praise of the heroes of the bottle; if the decanter have 
been tbe companion of the daily domestic repasts of his 
yout~; if, by hiB own pnrents,. hi:l nnturnl appetite hnye 

thus been perverted; if, by them, he have been initiated 
in the' school of drinking, thcir sorrO'V8 IU"C the natural 

consequence and the just punishment of their own di8-
regard of duty towards him. 

There are few crimes, few offences against morals, 
which do' not, in the end, bring their own punishment, 
even in this world. The thiet~ the robber, the mur­
decer, the cormpt legilliatm, tile unjust judge, the 
perjured juror, the tyrant king; each usually receives 
hill due, ill vue way or another, before he is called t{) 



KINGS, PRIESTS, AND PEOPLE. 47 

commune with the worms. But the punishment of the 
drunkard is 110t only certain to follow the offence, but 
it follows immediately. That which he swallows for 
what he calls his pleasure brings the pain a3 surely as 
the night brings the morning. Poyert} and misery are 
in the train; a disgraceful and loath~ome state of ex­

istence closes the scene; and when the hesotted and 
bloated body is at last p.ommitted to the earth, not a tear, 
not a sigh is drawn forth even from parents or children. 
1t has been deemed subject of dp./'lp lamp.ntatioll WhP'11 

death is unaccompanied 'with the solicitudes of friends 
nnd relatiol1Q_ There iii Qcnrc",ly a human heing 80 un­

fortunate as not to lea\-e some one to regret that he i~ 

no more. But the drunkard makes no void in-society, 
except that of a nuisance, the removal of which is cal­
culated to excite no other feeling thull thut of sutiHfaction. 

Let us remember, therefore, that, while it is the duty~ 
of .Kings Gnd of Priests to nbstllin from wine and from 
Itrong drink, it is also a duty which belongs to ourselves; 
that if they !let an evil exam pic, we have I'caSon, nature, 
and the word of God for our guide; and,_ that, if we, 
as neighbours, friends, relations, m~ster8 or pareutsl 

neglect our duty in this respect,. we merit all the re-
. proach, and all the punishment, that are so justly due t" 
drunkard Kings and Priests,' We are called upon, "' 
this l:ase, to du 1I0tiliug. A J"stiuelll:e require:; 110 aid t(). 

accomplish it. Our own will is all that is requisite; 
and, if we have not the will to avoid contempt, disgrace 
aud miser], we desefVe neither relief nor compassion; 



FALL OF JUDAS; 

OR, 

GOD'S VENGEANCE AGAINST BRIBERY. 

" Now this man purchased a fteld with the rew8.1·d of iniquity; 
"and, falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all hil 
" bowels gushed out."-Acts chap. i. \'er. 18. 

B'RrBERY IS the giving, or the taking of money, or 
iOme other thing of value, real or imaginary, as an 
ilidueement, or reward, to do, or to cause to be done, 
.86tne act which the parties know to be wicked; and, 
While there are few things more detestable than this in 
their nature, there are still fewer which have, in the 
ailairS of ·m.ankind, effects so extensively mischievous. 
Yi!t, as in the case of drinking and gaming, the fre­
q'Uency of the crime renders it less general1y and 
atrongl.y.reprobated than it ought 10 be; though, if we 
d'1.lly consider it, either in its nature or in . its conse­
quences, we shall find that we are criminal, not only if 
we,directiy, or indirectly, give it our countenance, but 
if ·\\,P npgl~et :my mp.!1ml within ollr power to expose­

it to hatred and to bring down upon it some portion, at 
lead, of that. vengeance whicl~ the Scriptures teach Uli 

is its due. 

Emmett
Page8
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Bribery must always be a deliberate act, a wiijul sin, 
. a deed committed against· the loudly alld dIstinctly 
expressed admonitions of conscience. Val;ious are the 
particular motives by which the wretches who give 
bribes are actuated; but, he who receives a bribe is 
actuated; and always lUust be actuated by the has/' 
motive' of lucre. Here are, indeed, the tcmpter and 
the tempted; bnt, so foul is the cl'ime, that it i~ rliffi­
cult to say, that the former is more criminal than the 
latter. In many cases the tempter i~ by far the most 
criminal; th~ deluder or instigator far'more wick.ed than 
he who yields to the temptation, because there are 
mauy cases, where the temptcd party is taken by sur­
prise; taken at a moment wheu ru; i8 off hie gUArd; 

urged by hasty passion; misled. by feeliugs in them­
selves amiable; deceived b~y false appearance~.' lli 

these cases common charity finds an excuse for those 
who yield to temptation; but, he who takes a bribe,' 

does it 'deliberately, does it with his eyes 0p€ltl; coOlly 
calculates the money's ,,'orth of his crime; ma~ up 
ltis mind as to the price of his intended iniquity; de­
termim,s to sell his ~oul, ond corrics it to mru-kot. 'In 

lWeh a traffic it is impossible to make a distinction be­
~een the parties:' the wretch who huys i6, indeeu, ,tal 

worthy of detestation as the wretch who sellll; btUi~ 
tAe latter is worthy of the deepest, the fornre'l' 4,;" .... " 

'worthy of 110 more; and, at the hands of a God ,of 
justice, tlley nll,lst receive the same measure of pu.niilh 
ment. 

i'he conduct of the chief Priests, ill the Gase of the 
-.i~ J.~das, was illcxprc8sihly lxi~~; but, it \\'33 not 
iIIf*ilf ~e Ulan that of Judas, who, like many, many 

D 
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others, offered his SQul for "ale. One or the other of 
the P!lr1;ies must make the ofrer; but, as to the mag­
nitu~~ of tile crime, it signifies little which .of ~ 
1'1:18.. To be sure, in this case of lscariot. the circ~ 
lJ~an..ces were singularly shocking. The follower,che 
pr,ofessed disciple, ooe of the chosen and ~Douood 
twe,Jve, gQes to the known .deadly enemies of his gentle, 
k;'~,. bfl,nevolent, ulloffending Master. and a.sb them 
B(J1JJ mllck tile.v tdll give him to betray th.a~ Master 
jnto, their ha,mls? They offer him a b,.ibe of .thirty 
pie<;el,IQ.f $ilv~r. He takes the bribe; becomes:the spy' 
9f t~s~ hypQcriti.::;al. pretenders to piety'; And .the sigp, 
by wwch .he points his Master out to the low and 
h%r.q~ned myrmidons of the persecutors, is a kiss, the 
t9k.eA Qf fidelity and affection! The spy and traitor 
\l.l,lQW~, . t.bl't the death, the ignODlinous death of hie 
~nP.QCent and generous Master is to be tbeconsequew:e; 
\l,ut, ,&t;iU he coolly perseveres: he hruI taken a hr~be; 
aoA,dJayw.g been capable of tltat, re,morse could find 
~:pbta: in hiB b030m. But, God's justice Wn:! not 

tardy: in ol'ertaking him. He purchased a field with 
til; ~ of his perfidy; and, upon that very spot 
lJjje ifeD;headlong, and all his 'bowels gushed out j" a 
b:el:!\,/il .• W . .J:fp'jt::~ and tJaitors to I1le o;lml of the wO"ld.' 

.His, ',J;lccQmplices in guilt, hi.s employers aud. payer • 

.. ere. divested of their p,o:\wr; and the nation woo 
'\1f~re.so base as to wink at ,the crime, were scattered 
oyer the face of the earth; destiued to bew every 
country and to be owned by no country; doomed to 
be accumulators of wealth, and to be, at the same 
time, the scorn even of the beggar. 

Bm, though this particular act of bribery,walt 80 
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completely horrible in all its circRmstances, we mt.lllt 
take care not to suppose, that precisely slich dream­
stances, or that any hon'ible circllffistances, are abso­
)owly necessary to make the crime of bribery detestable 
and worthy of punishment even equal to that of Judas 
and the Jews. The very act of giving, or of taking a 
bribe, implies an iutentioll: in· the party to do evil; 
and, though, when the bribe be the price of human 
blood; our very nature calls on us for an uncomthon 
portiollof horror· to be felt at the conduct of the cri­
mihaJs ;th.o_gh, when one mlintfeYberately gives, Ilnd 
HlDtber :tjj dE'liberately receiv_, money; or promises, 

the ex~hange against ·which is to be the death, or ruin, 
of .o~ one, the love or confidellce of .whom thc 

'bribed wretch is known to possess; though, in stich a. 
calle, o\&r lou<iest and bitterest execrations justly fall· on 

we haMs of the cool blood-seeking offenders, we must 
~; f~' a moment, suppose that there arc C'Il.tres, where 
bribery does not demand our detestation and ·at,bOrTen~> 
ariy mQre than we must suppose, that, becau~t" nhirder 
i~;Wofthy of death, maiming is worthy of no puniSli~ 
mefit at· aU. 

The Scripture takes care to warn us aguinst thi! 
enol'; for, it holu:s up to our d~testation bribery of 
~ry description, and 1ribery of no kind more 'di8-
tincuy- and 'earnestly than that kind which worb·its 
11Jayto our neighbour through a circuitous and generat 
dlMRmel; Ilfl d which destroys the peace and happineS~r 
of,·lIIe commllnity by corrupting the source" of 'law 
tIld;\of jUlltice. When SAMUEL became old, he set 
.. sail&, to judge, that is to say, to be rulers or guides, 
or ebieimagistrates to the Israelites. But (1 Sam. 

D 2 
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(·h. 8, vcr. 3.) his sons "took bribes and perverted 
Judf!,ment." That is to say, made partial laws and 
regulations. \Vbereupon the Israelites demanded a 
King, ill imitation of the neighbouring nations. They 
were remonstrated with upon thi~ demand; Samuel 
told them of the sufferings and degradations that this 
'would bring upon them. The answer to that eloquent, 
beautiful and affecting appeal which he made to them 
after SA 1: I. was made king, clearly shows how much. 
Ihey revered him. "Behold," says he " here I am:. 
"witness against me before the LORD and before his 
" anointed: whose ox have I taken 'lor whose aS8 
"have I taken? or whom have I defrauded 'I whom 
" I,m;p 1 I)l'rrp~~pd '/ Ill' (If \I'hllSA hann haVf~ I rprPl1Jr.t/. 

II lIml orihe to bliud mine eyes therewith 1 and I will 
" re;tOl'e'it to YOll.-And, they "':lin, Thou h:lst not 

"defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither hast thou 
" taken ought of :my man's hand." 1 Sam. e.h. xii. 

,'cr. 3, and 4. 
Nevertheless, though they thought as highly of his 

wisdom as they did of that nue integrity, which had 
mudc him give up his own corrupt sons, they lwrsistcd 

if.] demanding u. killg, ~ven after he had placed before 
their c)'ct! the divers nets of deapotism which n king 

would assuredly commit. They knew whllt was to hefa} 
them; but, eve"'. <}c~p.?tism"with nll its burdcn~, all 

its arrogance alid aU. its insolence, they welcomed as a 
means of freeing them from that tantalizing curse; 
the oppression of partial Jaws and a partial adminis­
tratiull uf public afl:ilips; a mockery of fi'eedom and of 

justice, carried on through the corrupt influence of 
t;ribes, taken hy h)pucrilt:~ dlJlIJt::~ iu <lutiluril),. 
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Bribery is every where, in Holy VVl'it, marked down 
amongst the 111()~t hateful of pubh: offences. Amos, 
(ch. v. ver. 10, 11, 12, and 13) well describes the state 
of things where bribery prevails. "They hate him 
" that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that 
H speaketh uprightly. Forasmuch. therefOl'e, as your 
t~ treading is upon the po~}', Ilnd ye take from him 
(t burdens of whBut; ye have built houses of hewn stone, 
't but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted plea­
" saut vineyards, but ye shall not drink willc of them. 
" For I know your manifold transgressions and your 
" mighty sins; they afflict the jU8t, they take a bribe, 
"and they turn aside the poor in the gate fr01l1 their 
"right. Therefore, the pr'udellt ~'hall keep siLence 
" in that time; for it is an evil time." 

Thus it ever is: a state of things in which- bribery 
prevails, necessarily consists, in part, of cruel oppres­
sion, and especially on the weak, or defenceless, ur 
as here denominated, the P001·. A necessary con8C­
'lutmcc, uallgcr uf complaining of ~lIch vppreS:5iOll; 

and, hence the prophet observes, that, ill such iI state 
of things, the prudl:'nl wilt he silellf: "hich IIIay well 

be called the last stage of human endurance and degra­
dation; for, to ~uffer, however acutely, is a trifle,· 
compared with the necessity of smothering one's 
gmans; a species of to;ture whkb h'ils never been pllt 
in practice, except in a stllte of things where brillf'ry 
was the pivot of power. 

H Gather not," says David (Psalm, xxvi. ver. 8 and 0) 
" my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men, 
"in whose hands is mischief, and thei,' right hand i.~ 
U full of bribes." Thus it ever is: the man who can 
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be guilty of briber!!, is capable of any act of wicked· 
ness. Blood may, in some cases, not be necessary to 
effect his designs; but the man, who will either give or 
take a bribe is capahle of shedding innocent blood 
rather than not effect his pllfposes. His heart must be 
currupt in.t.hc first, ami it mllst have become perfe.ct(I!' 
callous, before he can, to the face of another man, 
give or take, a hriht'. I S A LA H :ldrl~ hill authority to 

that of D A V lD. He describes the good man thus: 
" He that speaketh IIp'l')ghtly; he that iJf'piseth the 
" gain vf oppressions, that shaketh his hands from the 
"hoLding (If bribt>s, and that stoppeth his ears from 

"hearing of bloud; he shall dwell on high; his place 
" of defence shall be the munitions of rocks." 

In this beautiful passage, too, we find oppression 
and btoodlf-milldedness associated with bribery; and, 
it really does seem, that they are inseparable, and 
that, while oppression ond cruelty cannot be carried 

to any great extent without briber!!, this Jast can lJeVer 
he prncti~ed extc1lsively without producing tht:: twv 

former. 
Hateful, therefore, as the thing is in itself, it becomes 

~till more hateful when we take its cullSequences into 
view. ·When we reflect on the state of depravity, at 
which men must have arrived, before they can open 
to t:l;tt:h other a transaction, the very name of which 
acknowledges infamy in the actors, how are we to re­
frain from abhorring the wretch guilty of the offence'? 
rn other crimes, accomplices fall gradually into each 
other's -views; they undertake, and only undertake; 
alld are involved ill the sin frequently without perceiving 
the extent. But, in the oase of bribery, the two par~ 
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ties meet; they negociate, looking each other ill the 
face by the light of God's sun'; and they coolly make 
and ratify a bargain, which stamps villain 011 the front 
of both. Bribery, nine times out of ten, includes a 
breach of trust, or ("o]~fidence: it is an act of perfidy, 
bought on the one side and sold on the other; and that, 
too with the clear foreknowledge of its producing, 
first or last, wrong to some part or other of the rest of 
mankind. But, still, we have but an imperfect idea of 
it. wiek~dnegs till we come to confemplate itll conse­

quences; till we consider the evils it brings in its train; 
thl:l oppressi(,)l1!O, the ael:!! of cruelty, the ruin, the mi­

~ry, the destruction of individuals, the disgrace and 
overthrow of nations, the rivers of humall blood, which, 

through its means, are poured out on the sl\crilegiou's 
altar of ambition and avarice. Luxury and effemi­
nacy bring their eYils; superstition has also its scourge 
in its hand; pride, folly, indolence, ignorance and 
insolence, have their chastisements for the nation that 
indulges in them; but, let bribery once take root; 
let its corrupting fibres once get fa~t hold; let its 
bl-anchell spread abroad, and all becomes poi~ull >lml 

rottenness: the nation is doomed to suffer long and 
much; and even half-destruction becomes a blessing, 
if it rid a people of the degrading and intolerable 
curse. 

Let us not, however, be content with this rather 
general view of the matter, and seem to consider it as 
a thing, with regard to which U'eoul'setve.~ have nothing 
to do. Let us rather, every man, look well into fns 
o.wn cOllduet; and, judgillg impartially, settle the 
lmportant point; whether we are in anywise blameable 
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as to this matter. For, nations are composed of illdi­
Tiduals: if no individual were corrupt, all would be 
sDund. Bribery requires two. parties to. give it its 
consummation; and, if there 'were nOlle to take, thp.rp. 

could be none to give, bribes; and, hellce it has been 
held by some, that where corruption of this kind pre~ail~. 
the greater part of the fault lies with those who ttlke 
bribes. In truth, howevf,r, tllPl'f> i!il 110 difference at 
l.111 in the two. Both commit the act for their own 
selfish 1111rposps; ~nd neither i~ so ignorant as not to 

know, that the act is unjust and 'infamous. 
It is II fatal error, jt~ in such a case, there can be 

errol', to suppose,. that because we do nothing more 
than take the p!"obabl), pitiful bribe; because we stop 

there; because we ca~lIlot clearly trace it to all its con­
lIequences, \\'e are, therefore, harmless, and that the 
sin of the cOllsequences rests only on the head of 
those who haye an immediate haud in producing those 
consequences. 'We know the act to be wicked; we 
kuow that the bribe is girell for the purpose of having 
the power to do that which is wrong; for the pur­
pose of gettiug at a something, which, ill the end, must 
naturally be injurious to our neighbour, or our cOuntry. 
which is only another word to express ollr neighbour. 
We know this, and there needs nothing more to deter 
us from taking a bribe. Power, no matter of what 
descripti011, acquired by bribery, must have evil for 
its object; ami, therefore, in the taking of a bribe, 
and in the aiding and abetting anyone in the acquisition 
of power ill exchange for sll.ch bribe, we make our­
selves answerable, in the eye of reason and of religion. 
for all that he lllay perpetrate in consequence of being 



COD'S VEl'H,loA:\'CE AGAINST BUIBERY. 57 

poiJ~essed of that power. Evil 111'.\:;t neces:!urily ari~e 

nut of evil. The '" corrupt tree must bring forth evil 
fmit;" and a share of the fruit falls to every' one, '\lho, 
in any mannf>I' or ilpgrf'f', assists in pl:mting or fostering 
the tree. 

At'{,l'lwling with tIll'"'' prin{'ipl,,!'1 nrf' the awflll df'­
nUlIciations of God, whose word pronounc€s condem­
nation more especially Oil the tal.·ers of brib"s, 111d,,(',cl 

the 'whole herd of givers and taker~ are sometimes 
lIpoken of and pHt into one mass of horrible male­
factors; but, at any rnte, no distinction is made in 
favour of takers. [11 Job, eh. n. vel'. 34. "The 
" cougregation of It!lPrxrites sholl be desolate, ami 
".fire shall consume the tabernacles (f briber-y." Now, 
with men (if there really be such) ""ho are blasphemers, 
with men who disbelieve the Scriptures; with men 
who ridicule re'l.lelation j with such, this uenullciation 
ma.'! be treated lightly. But, wiU any of those ~ who 
call the Bible the 1l'ord ({ Goa, despise this denun­
ciation; will they say, that a bribe may, in certain 
easeS", be taken, wilhout inclirring the· vengeallce of 
God? Such men there may possibly be; it is p(!­
sible, that-there are lllen who affect to look upon them­
~elves as the dect, as endued with particular graC\~, 
as under the immediate guidance of the holy spirit, anrl 
who boast of a direct communication with heaven. 1t 
is possible, that there may be men, pretending to aU 
these religi<Hls adY3ntages, Hud who, at fhe same time, 
Rot only think lightly of bribery, but actually give 
and tak-e bribes; .and, if there really be such men, atl 
that OM can 1lay is, that, to the most 'det()stable of wick­
edness in practice, they join, in professions, the m03t 

D 5 
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loathsome hypocrisy. Such men are not only a scandal 
to-religion, but a dishonour to human nature, and their 
erect attituue of body is a disgrace to the hwnan form. 
There are monsters of the visioniary as well as of the 
substantial creation; but, what monster ever existed ill 
either equal to the inward man swoln with the grace 
of God and the outward man fingering a bribe? 

It is wo~thy of remark, that, in almost every instance 
","here bribery is mentioned in the Scriptures, hypocriJ!I 
also find" a plaN', They are, inrleed, constant llilRO­

ciates. They are twin sisters. The hypocrite in re­
ligion wiH "tide fit nothing thid j" h!l'lf>, ('''' cruel; and 

the 'baseness seem" always the sweeter to him if ~ea­
.. on~d with cruelty. Therefore, to bribe, or be brib~d, 
is in,the regular course of one who is a hypocrite ~u 
religion; while he who is capab1e of bribery is capa­
ble of any act of dissimulation, and a false pretence 
of religion is necessary to bim IlS u disguise. People of 

thi9 deAcriptioll should have the batred and the hostilit, 
of all the~llOUlid purt of mankind. They are amongst 

the very ~reatest enemies of the human race. One of 
them is the cause of more mischief in the world than 
fifty bands of dlieves i for the hypocritic;lI. briber or 
bribed is a I3courge that .-cache.:! whole nati()l)~; com­
pared to an intercourse with him, the robbers' deD is a 
IIchOQI uf honellty anu the htutlu::l a !lemimuy of purity. 
Ev~ the open, the daring, the shameless hriber is less 
detestable thaa he who assumes the garb of pletJt 
IIi the. bravo, whose trade is pourtrayed on bis visage, 
ii less detestable than the cool, sly, placid-looking, 
IIimpering killer who wins from the thoughtless, the 
G.iaracter of mitd/ll!$a, while hja whole soul ia btUili 
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OR"bloou; who doet! not' agitate and waste himself by 
threats and denunciations: who employs no sounds 
to frighten oft' his victim; who, reversing the teo­
mark 6f the poet, "does not speak daggers, but uses 
thelU~ " 

Sin, in all cases, endeavours to disguise .i.ff;e/f: 
Satan is too crafty to present the wages of perdition 
iu its- naked form. A bribe, like poison, is frequently 
tendered, and as frequently asked for, uuder shapes 
that· are calclllate,1 to disgllise its "eal character from 

the eyes, of ,common beholders. But, any benefit, 
profit, gain, alivllntllgp, or II, P1'()rl/Jf1f' to he~tow any 
of these, no matter of what kind, ill exchange for an 
evil lIet, TlO matter of \\rhat description, to he com­

mitted by another, is, to all intents and purposes, a 
bribe. In the case of Jllda:> it was money, counted 
down: it was the thirty pieces of silver given into the 
spy aud· traito(,>'s haud; but, if the Chi~f Prieet had 

obtained the same act from him by a promi,e of pro­
viding f0l' him, or for his children or relatiooo, the sin 

would not have ueen less detestable or less deadly. 
The act would still have been the same, and the same 

would ha\'e been the motive. Illdeed, this latter mode 
of bribing is the most dangerous, because less open 
and· . less liable to be detected, checked and punished, 
and more likely to creep on, till, by degrees, it has in­
fected· the whole community. The wretches who take 
~deru,ibe!j. as well i\~ tho15e who give them, IUt: 

lMown aud detested. They take their pla.ce in, the 
r;wks of illfam}. 'rhey, like COUll1l0U prostitutes and 
common vagrants, make no djsguise of theil' practjces. 
'[bey are marked out as wretches to be shunned. Like 
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common prostitutes, seeing that they are held in ab­
horrence. tbey make a jest of their infamy. fiut the 
crafty, the under-working sons of corruption endeavour 
to disguise, and but too often succeed ill disguising, 
their real character and conduct from the eye of the 
world. They thrive by bribery, aud the world does 
nor perceive the cause of their thriving. They do not 
give and receive the bribe ill money: the payment of 
the wages of perfidy is not direct and visible; but 
th,~ P!!,YllIPllt comes, in the enrl, and the bribery is as 
complete in its character as that of Iscariot himself. 

it is II pOOl' e,ellge fm' a m,m to ~ay, th!!t hp. r1oe~ 

1I0t otfend the Imes, in a case like this. How many in­
juries call men commit against their neighbours, and 
~-et keep within the verge of any laws that man can 
deYi~(~! If 1, having the po·,yer to do an uct to-serve 

my IIcighlJOllf, or my country (for they are the same); 
j;lit to do that aet, in cOlIsequerlC.e of any expectation, 
or hope, or even wish, that some ben~/it will arise to 
me from this fuilure in my duty, I am my own briber, 

Illy motive is COlrupt, and I am 110t entitled to exemp­
tion from the vengeance due to bribery. -;VI), conduct 
tends, and it !Jas ill view, to benefit m'y~elf at the 
expense of my neighbour. Oppression of my neigh­
bour i~ the natma), and even the known consequence 
uf m) conduct; and, throughout the baiptures we 

find &l'ibe1:1J and oppression inseparable associates. 
',' \Vbum hltH.l 1 oppn:.wxl? IJrolll whose hand _ h~ 

taken, a bribe," says the righteous SA)1UEL. ",. 

upright nian," says Is.uAH, "despiseth the gain-ofi 
" oppressions, he shaketh his hands from the- holding, 
'" qj' bribes." AMOS says, that the bribers "aiftiCl 
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" the just, and tum aside tlte poor in the gate {rom 
'their right," D.\vlnjoiils briber,lf and cruelty to­

gether as necessary companions. Aud thus it certainly 
is, take the world throughout. Where there is bribery, 
there yon will tlnd oppl'esHion; and the extent of the 
latter j .. invlHillhly in dl1f~ pmportioll to the extent of 

the former. Heasou tells us, that it must be thlls; for, 
who is. to pRy the Wllgf'i< of ini.lllityl Who is to rp­

munerate the bribed 1'01' his perfidy'l Who is to pay the 
price of hig soul 'I Not the !Jribll1's: fOT .. in thllt CIllle, 

he could 110t gain by the tmllsaction. He must throw 
the hun/en of payment on somebody else. IIe doe" 

indeed, drive tbe bargain, make the purchase of the cor­
l'Upt soul, advtmce the 1I10ney or make the promise ; 

but, it is from somebody else that the payment is jil/al/y 
to come: the means to compensate the mercenary seHer 

i.~ to ('orne out of the fruit of the sweat of 01 ~er mell',~ 

'-'rows. Th{) crafty uud greedy wretch, 'who expends It 
pound in bribery, does it with a view of gaining a thOll~ 
/laud fold; Illld, to effect this, oppress eomebody he ne­

cessarily must. In:!eed, nine times Ollt of tell, a bribe is 
neithel" more nur lc~~ than the pur('//(/3c mOllcy oj'the 
power to oppre.·s. 

When, tllt.:Idi:.1l e, we hchvld men, selliug, under any 

shape whatever, this power, we are bi:mutl to hold them 
in abhorreu~, to hoM 110 illtercOUTllc with them; to 

mark them out as relJrobate, and to do all that in UI 

S:f - ,.' impede their, cour!;e. Our duty lowanhs God 
. "d8, that we shun such wretches as we would ~ 

~"-'_'plague; and our duty towards our neighbour 
~ that we 'Use our utmost eudeayours to detect 
.~~brand the~ with infamy. Their gain is the 
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luss of good men: their prosperity spreads misery <>'fer 
the land; their enjoyment is a nation's curse. 

And, what has the taker of a bribe to oiler in th6way 
of eUIl,se for his conduct '! What justification, what 
apology has he to offer for receiving' the wages of. ini .. 
quity; for selling to another tile power t()f{)ppress' hi, 
neighbours? What subterfuge has Satan s\,Iggesteu tQi 

him wherewith to quitt his I:onscience, and to make 
him believe, that God's vengeance will not overtak.e 
him, though :;;0 distinctly and emphatically pronounced 
upon his guilty head. Where can he find a refuge 
from that shame 'which pursues him like llis shadow? 
How does he lind the assurance to hold up his head and 
t.o walk erect in the presence of other men? 

After. having in vain· sought for loop holes in religion 
aud morality; after baving exhamt.ed. all thp. TP,UIIII'(,PS 

of chicanery, the wretch guilty of bribery resorts to the 
old, stale, hacknied ex(:use, that others do the same! 
Wha~, then, und, because others rob and murder, will. 
yourob .and murder? For, these YOIl might do with It 

conscience not more foul than that which permits you 
to bribE' (>Idle bribed, Other.l? who are those otbers? 
They a~ men as 'well as you, and no more; and doubt­
less, they appeal to yoU!' example, as you do to theirs; 

aud thus w hole crowds of thieves and man-slayers- might 
Clod l1;justification in the fact that each has followed. the ' 
example of all the rest. The augmentation of the 
numberof bribers or of bribed does bv no meaas," 
minish the guilt and infamy of the individuals •. I~tbo 
briber were to collect uud range the base tnkers of brib" 

into companies and regiments; were to draw them up 
W Tllnk Ilnd file, two deep or ten deep 7 wl;:n~ tv iPJ. 
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from- rank to rank and from tile to file with his muster­
roll and his pllfse in his halld; were to dola out to every 
individuakthe slim agreed upon as the price of his cor­
ruption; would the portion nf illfflmy Rppf!rtllining to 

tfach of the soul-selling band be diminished by his being 
thus rangeiWP.nd thus paid amongst numerous Ilssociutes 'I 

W QuId lIot all his own share of shame und sin still adhere 
.to him (1/1 firmly as it would were he paid in a cornel', or 

if the bribe iound its way into his halld through a hole 
in the wall, or from the hand of (I briber, dres~ed i~ 

masquerade or. hidden behind a curtain? 
And, as to bribers, do they, who have given the pri<le 

of power to oppress, injure, rob, insult, domineer over 
thei..- Ileighbour~ ; do tIley I!hift off allY part of their crim<: 

by congregating; by getting together in a crowd '! Ou 
the contrary, their power of oppressing and robbing 
being augmented by collecting the individual portioIl3 
of it inro a mass, a phalanx of bribers is of a character 
still more detestable, if possible, than that of an iruiilo'idual 
briber. As long, indeed, as they were in divan; as far 
as would re1ate to their inrcrcommullictition, they ~jght 
keep each other in countenance, like the members of a 
banditti or those of a brothel. As towards each other 
they would be guilty of no wrong-doing. But, all to­
wards the rest of mankind; as towards the laws and 
ordinances of God, the guilt of each individual would 
remain to him for his possession, though none of his as­
~were to think the worse of him for it, and though. 
tbl!'krime 'itllelf were as notorious as the sun at· nOOD 

.~ 
l.u·ain does the wretch, guilty of bribery, seek shelter 

frOUli infamy in the example of ages. Murderers 8eU. 
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such shelter in ,-niu. That there have always been­
bri hers in the world we know from history; but, we' 
also know, that this is no justification of the briber, Qr 
bribe-taker of the present rlay. J t needs mllst be, says~ 
ST. P _\ U L, that. offences win come; bnt woe be unto 
him by whom the offence cometh. That tribing was 
in practice in the days of Samnel ,ve have on record 
that cannot err; but, ill the Book of .Job we are told, 

that ".fire shall consume thl' tabel'llacles (~f hriber.1f ;" 
:md, if we allow most largely for figurativeness of ex~ 
pression here, the words must menu, that it is the will 
of God, that bribery ~hall he punished. as far as man 
has the power of punishment, in the most severe and 
JIIign:.Jl In!lYlI1t>l·. 'VI" finn in Holy Writ. no ltpnlogy, 110 

excuse, no mitigation, as to this atrocious offence. We 
find no attempt 011 the part of the bribers or bribe­
takers to jllstify their conduct on the plea that there had' 
always bem bribi?1:Y in. the wOI'lo1: :md when the bribing 

wretches of the present day can find a justification in 
the antiquity of the crime, tile murderer will find a jus­
tification in the example of Cain, and the malignant 
persecutors in the cl<amplo of the devil himself. 

But, \\ e must not dismi:-;s this subject without a r':­
mark or two upon the duties (:/ society with regard to 
t4H~ wretches abandoned to tltis detestable aud Opprl~S­
~ion-crc~ting "Crime, \V C l;CC cleurly the will of ~r 
as to bribcr~ and bribe-takers: but, we ourselves are to 
uet in Clecordance with that will. \\' e cannot, indeed, 

.:ause fire to consume the tabernacle of bribtty; but 
we can do, ilud ought to dv lllany ihing~, with regard 

to the guilty and odious wretches, which we but too of­
teu leave ulldom:. It i~ uur duty llut tu gilt:~ \;uuuttl-
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nance, on any account, to bribers or bribe-takers, evell 
silently, much less ought we to give a sort of sanction 
to their crime by treating them. or speaking of them, 
with respect. 

The Psalmist has clearly taught us our .first duty 
with regard to these corrupt wretches. "Gather not 
,~ my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men, in 
Ii whose hands is mischief, and whose right hand isjilll 
" of bribes." We are, thell l at the very least, to keep 
aloof from them. "Ve are not to assoriate with t11f~m. 
\Ve are, every one of us' accbrding,to his power, to set 
a mark of reprobatioll upon them. We are to warn 
our children, our brethrell, m~r friends aud neigh bours 
against an intereonrsp. so df'~rly tpllding 'to ennt"mi­

nation, as well as so manifestly offensive to God. To 
IIssociate with these wretches; to live with them as with 
other men; to treat them as it is our duty to treat the 
innocent and virtuous, is to be guilty of self-abasement, 

and, which is worse, to give countenance to a sin, mis­
chievous to society and marked out as an object of the 
wrath of God. \Ve are warned, and with great pro­
priety, not to associate with drunkards, ,."ith thieves and 
with murderers; but, it may be safely asserted, that as-
80ciating with these, not excepting eyen the Illtter, is 

less dangerous, that is to say, leads to less evil in the 
end, than associating :with the children of bribery; for, 
here the seeds of the most deadly corruption are sowed, 
and their fruit eonsists of every evil with which man­
kind can be afflicted. Oppression is the immediate 
consequence of bribery; oppression produces misery; 
and misery every species of crime. Fathers, if you 
would :5ee 'your chihhel1 viltuoul; illill happ)" ket:p llu:m 
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far away from the tabernacles of bribery; teach them to 
loathe the wretch, who has purchased the sonl of 
auother, or sold his OWll. Judas was a perjurer t'nd 
traitor as well as a taker of bribes; and, what Jud~ 
was, such is e,'ery man guilty of bribery. 

Nor is our hatred and contempt of the briber, or th~ 
taker of bribes, to be confined, in their eifeets, to merely 
keeping aloof from men so abandoned to work iniquity. 
To know of treason against our earthly sovereign and 
~ot to endeavour to bring punishment on the traitor, is, 
in the eye of the law, an offence punishable even with 
deatJl. '1'0 know of an act of murder, and not to de­
nounce the murderer, is, in the eye of the same law, to 
be an accessary in his horrid crime. This law is founded 
in reason and' justice; for, by screening these male­
factors by means of our silence, we give countenance 
and en~urRgement to the commission of the crimes of 
treason and murder. Does it become us, then, to be 
silent in the case of bribery known to us? Does it be­
<:ome 118 to give, in this way, countenance and en­
couragement to a crime, which, though 110t equal to 
trea~on or murd'er in point of horridness, surpasses them 
both· iN; Illtimatt! evil, seeing that it necessarily leads to 

the overthrow af civil society, and to the involVing of 
the community in miBery and crimes? This does not 
become us. It is, on the contrary, a duty imperative 
"POll US-; t{) detect, expose, reprobate, and execrate, alt 
far as our knowledge of the facts go, all who are aban­
dOlled to this detestable offence; this cause of all minor 
l:ol'rllptiom; this dry-rot of States; this destroyer of all 
morality and happiness, private and public; this" the 
JJccursed t/dllg," which, until it be cast forth from the 
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camp, leaves a moment's repose to none but the base 
trafficker in bribes. 

In such a case, however, our indignation and repro­
bation are not sufficient, if we have more at our com,.. 
mand. "A corrupt tree," says our Saviour, (Mat­
thew, chap. 7, ver. 17.) " bringeth forth evil fruit;" 
'aud, in ver. 19, he says, '; every tree that bringeth not 
forth good fruit is ltewn down and cast into thefire." 
Something more, therefore, than words, something 
more than w,ifl.hes, is necc",sary, in ~Ud, a case, Pre­
cisely what we ought to do must depend upon our own 
capacity us w~Jl all upon the nature of the circumstan­

stances, and the occasion. But, apprized, as we are, 
or' the magnitude of the evil; knowing as we do the 

consequence of the crime; tasting as all men must of 
the bitter fruit whenever this tn;e of corruption tlOl\~ 

rishes, it mllst be the bounden duty of every man to 
enlploy ,all· the means in his power to hew it down, OJ 

to tear it up by the. roots. His duty to the corm,a\\­
lIit.)' of whidl II\~ I:; a- membel-; hi~ duty to thqse chil; 
dren to whom he has given life, and over whose moral. 
ilmi welfare nature u.iu~ him keep cuuI>tant watch; al)U, 

above all, his duty to God, who has given him. the 
earth to inherit, alld reason to be his guide, command 
bim to labour with aU his heart, with all his soul aud 
his strength ill the destruction of this baneful tree. 

What must we think then, if there be men found in 
the world, endowed with more than an ordinary portion 
of mental power, capable of ulling that power, and 
that, too, with indefatigable zeal, in justifying, ande\en 
eulogizing, the hateful crime; the commission of which 
IJrought degradation on the sons of the pious an'-l 
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revered SA::IfUEL, and which God has said shall bring 
tire to consume the tabernacles of the criminals '1 But, 
thus it is that bribery works its wa)-, It pnrebases tirst 
thp. powI'r of I)ppl'E'~!ling; it ohtaill9 the "gain of 

oppressions ;" and with that gain it purchu~c_~ defenders 
of itself. In its progress it corrodes and poisons all 
that ought to c(,mtribute to the safety and happiness of 
milD. It perverts the judgment; it cntBebJes the pub­

lic mind; it gives predominance to ignorance and 
fraoo; it lays the foundation of that total ruin 
which must, sooner or later, fall npon the com· 
munity. 

Yet, ~'orse, more wicked, more detestable, even 
than. such openly prostitute abusers of their mental 

faculties, al'e those, who assume the garb of godliness 
fOT the purpo/!e of abetting, und covertly pl'Otitillg ill, 
the commission of acts of bribery, This is the very 
tip top twig uf l!J~ tn::~ of inill',ity. n~le, jf Lu be 

found on earth, is real /Jltl"phem!l' Ht're is a /Settled 
ue~igll iU du injury to Ulall amI lo 1Iiake a mockery of 
God. .Many and horrid are the acts of wickedness 
committed in the world; acts in defiance of all law 
human and divine; but, in hi~ whole course, docs the 
5UII (;a~t hiB ray~ upon a wretch so detestable as he, 
who, with the Bible in his hand, ano with piety 011 his 
lipi'l, 1I1111eviatiligly pmsues through life the path of 
oppression, practised through the means of bribery; 
whu (;uully and with inward delight enjoys the frUits of 
his corruption; and, dying, bequeaths his hypocrisy a~ 
:tn inheritence to his children ? ~ AM U Ill: oS sons were 
abashed, and skulked from their high office: even 
Il!ClI.riot had some compullction; but, the habitual, thl~ 
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hypocritical briber, or bribe"':taker, becQmes, in time, 
wholly bereft of conscience: fire may consnme his 
tabernacle; he may fall headlong; his bowels may 
tumble forth; but remorse, even at hi~ latf!st gasp, findl! 
110 way to his filthy SOIlI. Like J udal> he goes to his 
" proper place," \\-here he llnds, that, though hypG­
crisy gave him impunity with man, there is a God to 
inflid vengeance 011 briber~·. 

THE BIGHTS OF TUE POOR, 

ASD TilE 

I'UNISllMENT OF OPPRESSORS. 

"Hear this, 0 ye that swallow up the needy, even to make the poor 
" "r the land to fail: sayinf<, "When will the new moon be gone that 
" we may sell corn? Aml the Sahbath, that we may set forth wheat, 
"making th.e Ephah small aud the Shekel g-rent, and falsifvinf< the 
" bnlllnccs hy deceit; that we may buy the "poor for silver: nod the 
" nredy for /I pair of shoes; yea, nnd ~eJl the rt'fuRe of the wheat? 
H Shall [lfJt llJC lund tremble for this; find t.~v(.'ry one Inourn tha.t 

" dwelleth therein: 1 will tllrn yonr feasting into mourniull, saith 
•• the Lord God, and your songs" into lamentations. "-AMoi, eh. 
viii. vcr. 4 to 10. 

5EEIXG that man is what we find him to be, the 
cl\i~tellt;c vi' l'"uoerly :;t:elH/j iudi!:!l'eu:;ilJle, whelher a 

people be in a wild or in a civilized state. God does 
lIot actually furnish us wilh food and raimtnt: he only 
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tenders us the means of furnishing ourselves with even 
the bare necesgaries of life. He sends the fowls, tbe 
fishes, the beasts, the fruits, the trees, the rocks; but, 
before we can llpply them to our slistenance or our 

co~ering, we must peljol'tn labour UpGll them. The 
meaWi ar!.!', indeed, most abundantly supplied 7 labour 

is sure to be paid a hundred fold for every movement 
it duly makes; but, stilJ, there must be labour per­
fonned before any thing in tbe way of food or 
raiment cun he obtnined. 

Man, and, indeed, it is the same with every Jiving 
thing, delights ill w.~e i and labour, though conducive 

to health, and, therefore, in the end, to pleasure, does, 
in itself, partake of the nature of pain: it fatigues the 
body, or the mimI, and, therefore, to cause it to be 
pCIJunucu a 1llvti "0; ll'l It;llllillite, and a lllQti ve, too, 
sufficient to outweigh the natural love of ease. In 
proportion as tht:labuUl it; of it ua\.un:: to l:l1u:;e fatigue, 

to give pain, to place the body in a state of risk, the 
motive to uudert.ake and perform it must be strong. 
And the fear of' porerty; that is to say, the fear of 
being destitute of food and raiment, appears to be ab­
l!OJutely necessary to I>end the savage fortl! to hunt for 
the flesh of the ueer and the skin of the bear, and to 
induce men to perform all the various fUllctions neces­
sary to their support in civil'society, and Dot less ne­
cessary to the existence of civil socie~ itself. 

This motive is, too, the great source of the virtue,<J 
and the pleasures of mankind. Early-rising, sobriety, 
prm'ident carefulness, attentive observatIon, a regard 
for reputation, reasoning OD causes and effects, skiD in 
the performance of labour, arts, sciences, evaa pub-
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lie spirit and military valour and renown, will all be 
t()ulld, at last, to haye had their fouudation in a fear 
qf l)01~el't!J; and, therefore, it is manifest, that the 
existence of poverty is inciespel1lmbly necessary, \'vhe­
ther a people be in a wild Of in a civilized state; be­

cause without its existenee mankind would be unpos­
sessed of this salutary fear. 

But we are not to look upon poverty as neces­
sarily arising from the fault of those who are poor, 
there being so many other causes continually at wo.rJ.: 

to produce poverty amongst every people. The man 
who is born an idiot, 01' who has been stri~;kf'n hlind 
by lightning, and who, in consequence of either of 
th",<U:' ('l'Ohmitip", i~ I'Ip!o<titlltp f'f tlw mf'lmS IIf obt'lilling 

food and r.aiment, is poor ",ithout any fault. I?eeble­
neS9 of frame, ailm€nh of tlw horly, di~tress of mind, 

may all produce poverty without fault in the afflicted 
pllrty. There may he misfortunes, tho impoverishing­

effects of which no human indllSJ;ry, care or fOl-e!light 
could have prevented. Poverty may arise through the 

faults of parents. In all such cases the poor are 
clearly entitled to the compussion, the tender cOlll!ideJ~ 

ation, the active charity, out of which relief instantly 
!Ipl-jngs. Nay, even when poverty manif.estly proceed. 

from unhappy disposition, from untractable tempe'r, 
(nlln our own pal!l'li,ons, it Qught not to be visited ,~iib 

a very severe chastisement. Aud as to starvation and 
nait.edlfelll), they are too heavy a puuishment for any 

trwne ,short of wilful murder. 
Tlti!! l.R:iug the view, which common senile, ",hid. 

llstural justice, wbieh the unenlightened mind of c,'en 
the llavage in the wilderness, lake~ of the HlUlter, what 
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are we to think of those, too many of whom are, alas! 
t~ be found, who, ill the possession of a superabundance 
of good things of all kinds, affect to make the bare 
fact of poverty a prp~lI mption oftb", el<lstence of crime; 

who drive the .poor from the gute; and who, in the in~ 
J'loleuce arising ii'olD ttJ:;tt opulence which ousht to 

make them grateful to God and kind toman, not ouly 
deny the poor to be their brethren, but look on them, 
speak oftheru, and? in some respects treat them, as a 
distinct und degraded kind of beings 1 And, if thiiil 
insolence fills us with indignation and calls aloud for 
puni~hment, are '~YCll the thunders of Omnipotence 

too terrible for those, who thus think and act, while 
they arc aUllillg to their opulence by means like those 
described in the words of my text 'I Here is oppressio1l. 
Tlti.:; ilS the \ CIJ \\ vn;l of opprc/j:;jull llJlJ, bt:LOaUJ:it: pnll.;~ 

tised by f"ulldu!Clll means. 
If rutJI.Jc/:Y, ill all ill; fV[lIl~, i~ \\ ic1.ctl ; if {QUUI;;1] vI' 

even the mo;;t wealthy merits the ehastisement 'Qf the 
law, . and is, by the laws of a eOllununity, punished 
with death, what must those deserve who rob the 
labouriug lImn, make him poor by means of robbery 
t10mmitted on him, and then treat him as a slave '? 
The Ep/wll was the measure by wl)ich wheat n'as sold; 
the Shekel, a piece of mOlley of ~old or of silver. 
'111C oppretSscm" spok(~11 of by the prophet AMOS, and 
against VI hom God's vl'llgeance was by bim deuounced, 
diminished the measure \\bile they augmented the 
price. :By the aid of this double-banded fraud; by 
the aid of false balances, and tliat of vending, at tba 
!lame time, tbe refns>j of the wbeat, they' would soon 
f-educe the defenceless labourer to be-ggary, anti that 
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would naturally be succeeded by his abject slavery; 
they would SOOI1 " bU!J tlte poor for sih:er, and the 
needy for a pair (~/ shoes." 

" Shallllot the land tremhlefor tllis?" Aye, and 
justly too. With justice will thefeastin.e:s of the opu­
lent in such a state of things he turned i;Jto mourning, 
with justice will their songs be turned into lamentations. 

It i.~ in the nature of things, that those who are 
engaged ill bodily labour should he the least capable of 
defending themselves against the effects of oppression, 
and especially when it approaches them in the fmuds of 
men.W1·1!.~ and p1'i('e.~" 'fhf'rf'forP it is in th(' dnty of thp. 

Elders, the .M agist rates, the l ... aw-givers, under what­
ever llume they may go, to take care that those who 
labour be not thus defrauded, oppres~ed and enslaved: 
to take care that the Eplwl/ be not made smaller and 

the 8hekellargel': to take care that the measure be not 
diminished and the price auguumted: to take cure that 

the labourer be not, whether by force or by fi"aud, de­
pri"cd of hi~ fair and just wages. It is thcjir.,t d~ty 
of all rulers to watch over the happiness of the people 
at large, civil society having becn fOl'med fo), the gootl 

of the whole of the people, and not for the profit, or 
bonouflS of a few. And, can ruler!>, then, tlo their 

duty, and justify themselves at the tribunal of a God of 
justice, if they uphuld, or sufier to exilSt, ~ stare of 
things, which robs the labourer of his \\'ages, . grinds 
him dOWIJ to the feet of the rich, renders hirn ]loor, and 
then makes him a slave? "Accursed," 8l1\'ely are 
those, who cheat the poor by the means of fraudulent 
weights and measures, whether of goods or of money; 
but not less accursed arc those, who are the abettv7's 

E 
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or screeners of such as commit these sills, ill defiance 
of the dictates of conscience and of the laws of 
God. 

The BIB LB is strenuously recommended to our pe­
rusal, it i~ highly extolled, it is widely distributed. 
liut, to what purpose, unless we attend to its contents, 
and act up to its precepts? And, amougst all the' 
numerous precepts that it contains are there any en­
joined with so much force, and so frequently repeated, 
as those of acting justl!! towards the labourer· and 
mildly and tenderly towards the destitute and unfor­
tunate? 

We have seen that the opulent have no right to 
withholrl aifl from the f1istressed, even where the rtis­

tress has arisen from actual misconduct. What, then, 
must be the magnitude of the guilt nf those, who first 

cause the distress, and then deny relief to the dis­
tressed person 'I Poverty, in some degree, is the lot 
of mankind; but if we take a survey of the state of 
nati~ns, we shall find, that a very small portion of it 
really arises from any fault in the poor themselve~; 
and that its principal cause is some yicious institution, 
some course of mis':rule, which enabl!3s the rich to rob, 
uegrade and opprcss thc labouring classes. "Thou 

(I shalt not oppress an hired servant, whether he be of 
" thy bIe.lhrcn or of the I!tranger~ that are within thy 

"gates. At his day thou shalt give him his hire, 
" neither shall the sun go down upon it, for he is poor 
" and setteth his heart upon it." Deuteronomy, chap. 
xxiv. ver. 14 and 16. Here is the foundation of all the 
precepts connected with the subject before us. We 
are not to oppress those that labour for us; and the 
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sort of oppression here contemplated, is not blows; 
not tyranuical treatment; not opcn and violent robbery; 
but merely a withholding of hire; a withholding of 
thp.· whole or a part of that which is due to the hired 
servant; ofthat which forms ajust compensation fo~ his 
lll.b?ur. \V e lim to give him this just compensation, and 
we are to do it without delay lOO; for the sun is not 
to go down upon it. 

Therefore, all the contrivances which men may make 
use offor the purpose of withholding due hire from the 
labourer are strictly forbidden by him whose word we 
3ay wc hayc before us when we Gpen the Bible. There 

is precept upon precept for relieving and comforting the 
di~tre5~ecl, for lifting up those that are east down; hut 

here is the beginning of this series of precepts: that is, 
we are by no means to withhold the hire of the la­
bourer. And, indeed, to what a depth must we have 
sunk in injustice as well as meannes~, before we can 
bring ourselves to add to our wealth by drawing from 
such a soufrc! Tu pruclic..:e:: haml Oll thu:;!;; whu are 
as rich as ourselves; to misuse the unoerst::tnding and 
ingenuity which God has given us, so far as to employ 
them for the purpose of overreaching in our dealings 
with those '\ibo are UPOll all equality with ourselves in 
point of wealth: to do this is to be both dishonest and base. 
Where, then, are we to find words to give an adequate 
description of the baseness of those who employ their 
understanding and mgemuty tor the purpose of adding 
to their heaps by fraud committed on the uninformed, 
and perhaps unfortunate creature, who is. exhausting 
his strength, and perhaps shortening his life, in the 
doing of that, which, without any fraud committed upon 

EQ 
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him, is yielding us the meam of earthly gratifications of 
e\ery kind? Here is dishouesty; here is cruelty; 
here is the blackest ingratitude all united ill the same 
act. If the mall who has merely over-reached 'his 
opulent neighbour, dares not, on retiling to his pillow, 
!,pclII I,he act 1.0 his lIlind, with what ff'ejings mnst he 

pjan~ his head upon that pillow, who, after seeing the 
bl,olll'(>r toil thmllg}. the wppk with ~l1s\f'llance hardly 
sufticient to s(1pport life, 1185, on tIle Saturday night, 
('heated him of purt t.)f the means of carrying home 
bread and raiment to his children? If such' a man can 
reflect on his ,conduct without remorse, hti must be lost 

to all sellse of hOllOlir as well as of honesty: it may 
fllirly 1)(0 presumed tha.t nothing in this world can re­

claim him, and that, ill the next cvery curse awaits him 
that God has dcclul'4':d shall be the reward of lite op­

pressor. 1f even the OJ.' is 1I0t to be muzzled when 
he treadeth out the corn. If CH)n this is a transgres­
sion; what must he rhe amount of the sin of withholding 
,t<rod fro II! ou," pOQre! /.;IUt/ICI wllU is labouring for our 
protit? ' 1'0 commit such acts uuder any circumstaJlces 
i~ sufficiemly dete~taulc; uut, to commit them, while 
\\e affect zeal for religioll, and expend money ill the 
distribution of the Bible is to add to all the rcst of the 
bin; that bypocrisy wiJich i~ to he blasted and withered 
like the" rush nit down in his greenness." 

But, it is 1I0t oilly Lure justice which God requires at 
our hallds towards our poorer brethren. He requires a 
great deallllorc. He is lIot ('outent with bare justice 
in the legal sellse of the contract; nor even with jus­
tice according, to the spirit of the contruct. His pre­
cepts go to the ('xtent of our slll17'ing the good things) 
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which he has bestowed upon us, with om poorer bro· 
ther; "so that none sutter and aU may be tilled. " 
And this he grounds upon the Pl'illCiplc, that he him­
self is the l~ather of all, and that oil the bles~ings that 
are enjoyed haye becH bestowed by him. N orbillg 
call be more reasonable than this, besides its being a 
positive command. Fm, previous to the formation of 
civil society, all men had ,Ill equal right to the earth, 
and to all its produce. 111 entering into ~ociety, there­
fore, men must huteunderstood, and, as far as God 
himself condescellded to give laws to a particular peo­
ple, this natural presumption is confirmed, that 110 llll­
Illall being in the community.was to be without the 
1l1e:m!l of effectual rdief ill ea~e of "'nnt_ 

V ery minute are the precepts of the Bible in this 
respect. The Israelite ~ ation h:u\ beell brought Ollt 

of bondage; and God cOlltinually reminds them of 
that. He continually remin(ls the rich, that theil' 

fathers were ull slaves; all poor; that,.they owed all 
to him; aud that as he lwei freed nnd ('michell them, 
so they should not enslave, but shollld be kind atHl 
generous to their poorer brelhrclI, ann even to the 

stranger. He warns the rich, 1I0t only not to oppres~, 
bllt no~ to take llrirallta{!,e of the poor, in allY manner 
or shnpe. He Cl\join:; them to lelld to the poor, fwd 
forbid:> thtm to take illterc~t. " If tlJcle bt: ,unong 

" you," snys he, « oae of thy brethren withill jmy of 
« thy gates, thou shalt !lot harden thy heart) nor shut 
1/ thine haHn from thy plOr brother; but thou shalt 
"open thy hand wide Ullto him, and s'h:dt mrtly lenr! 
" him suftkient fur his need." Dellterollomy, chap. xv. 
I'er. 7 md 8. The text goes on to cujoin 011 the 
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rich not to do this grudgingly; not to fed angry with 
the poor mall; not to regard this lending as any thing 
but a .duty; and even enjoins that, when the term 
of a bond servant is expired, he ~hall not only be suf­
fered to go free, but shall not be sent away empty, but 
furnished liberally " out of thy fi()ck, out of thy floor, 
and out of thy wine press ;" and then follo)\s the prin­
ciple UpOIl which t1w precept· is founded: "thou shalt 
"furnish him liberally of, that wherewith the Lord 
"thy God hath bles!red thee j and thou shalt remember 
H that thou wast a bondman In the land of Egypt, 
/I and the Lord thy God redeemed thee; and there­
It fore, I command thee this thillg to day." All this is 
to be {lone, too, with good v.'ill, and not grnngingly. 
,t It shall not seem hard unto thee, when thou sendest 
" him away free from thee; for he hath been worth a 
H double hired servant to thee in serving thee six years : 

« awl llll"l Lord thy God 5hall bless thee in all that thou 
I j doest." 

Here is the precept; here is the principle on which 
it is founded; here is the reward ill casc" of obedience; 
and, in case of disoutluitlllce the ~·engcll.nce of God ill 
by no means le~s unequivocally stated. Here we have 
a description of the manner in which servants; that is 
to say, those ,,,ho labour in any manner or way, ought 
to be treated by their employers. It ut:Ocome/j em· 

ployers, therefore, and e~pecially if they pretend to 
consider the Bible as the word of God, to ask them­
selves whether they treat according to this rule, those 
who labour tor them. 'they should bear in mind that 
the praising of the Dible; that vehement reproach 
against those who are bold enough to deny its divine 
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origin; that even the expending of money 111 order 
to cause the Bible to be distributed; that all these are 
not sufficient; and, indeed, .that tiley weigh not as a 
feather, without obeying the precepts which the Bible 
contains. Such persons should consider that, without 
an obedience of the precepts, all their zeal with regard 
~o the propagation of those precepts, is not only un­
availing, but is- a proof of the profoundest hypocrisy, 
and forms of itself more than sufficient ground to 
justify the punishment which they may have to en­
dure. 

It behoves such persons to reflect 8eriously; to exa­
mine very scrupulously into their own conduct, and to 
compare it with the rule laid down for their guidance. 
It is very easy to read the Bible; to sit and hear it read; 
to condemn those who are inclined to do neither~ Sal­
vation would be a cheap thing indeed if it were to be 
obtained at such a price. But, every mall who pre­
tends to believe in the Bible; to regard it as the word 
of (Jod, and who, at the same time, sets its precept~ at 
nought by his actions; shews that he regards them as 
something to be made use of to keep others in ched., 
and to be no check or restraint upon himself; is really 
and truly a scorner; and however he may settle hi" 
account with God, richly merits the detestation of man. 
Besides the duties, which those who are blessed with 
wealth have to perform in the character of employers, 
there are others which they have to perform in the cha­
racter of possessors of property. God has made ample 
provil>ion for the poor, the fatherl~ss and the widows. 
In the first place h/3 allots to them the gleanings of the 
fields and the vineyards, III the next place he gives. 
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them a !>hare, and a large share, of the tythe of all the 
produce of the laud. The Lcvite; that is to say the 
Priest, he also gives a share; hut he gives a larger share 
to the stranger, the widow and the fatherless. If the 
Priest, therefore, refer us to the Bible for pl'Oof of his 
"him t() ashm'p of the prortllcf' of the e~rth, shall not 
the poor also refer to the same 13ible for proof of the 
justice of their clRim? " ,1\ t tlu'! Pllrl of tllrt'/: yellTS 

" thou shalt bring forth all the tythe of thine increu3e 
" the ~ame year, aud shalt hy it up withill thy. gRtp~_ 

" and the Levite (because he hath no part nor inherit· 
" ance with thee) and the' stranger aud the fatllerIes,. 

"and the widoW', which are within thy gates, shall 
" come and shall out and be satisfied; that the l.ord 

" thy God may bless thee in all the work ()f thy hand 
(( which tho'u doe~t." Dcuteronomy, chap. xi". vel'. 
28 and 29. 

NtJw, will allY man ~ay that thi1l 13 not thc tlJord oj' 

God? Let him then, fling the Dible into the fire. Dut 
will he say; will he IJav\:: the illHlaeity to MY, that it i~ 
the word of God, alld that it is of authority as far as 
relates to the Priest; aud uf IIU authurit) a:s far as re~ 

lates to the poor? If such a man there be, it is he that' 
is the blasphemer: it is he that H perverledl the 

judgment of the stranger:" it is he that" tllrneth aside 
the poor in the gate from his right ;" it is he, agaillst 
whom God has declared that he will execute vengeance; 
that he WIll cau~e to mourn instead of rejoice, and whose 
songs he will calise to be turned into Imneutations. 

There is 110 festival;' there is no occasion of re· 

joicing; there is 110 season or time dl!voted to adoration, 
bnt the poor is to deriyc somc belletit'theretro!11. The 
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possessor and Ilis family are to teast; they arc to rc~ 
joim; all the signs of gla:1ness arc to be se"'ll and 
heard; plenty is to ahollnd; bllt ill that p1enty, the 
man sernmt, the mnit! Sf,rvallt, the stranger, t1:e father­
less and the widow are always to participate; and the 
Priest is only to muke one :1mollgst till' gll"''lts. 

If these' parts of the Dible be to he disregarded; if 
t1u~y be to hm-e no weight ,,,ith U~, what n:>a~on i~ then. 

fur our payillg attclItion to oilier parts of the Bible; 
sitch, for instance, 0.6 treat (Jf the fidelity due fi-om ~el"­

vants to their mastels. God has said, Tholl shalt lIot 
8teal; hut hc has suid,. alld llot loss po~;ti\"ely; {( Thou 

shalt \cnd without interest, and the strauger, the fathl'r­
ie:Sl! and the "idow ~hall frt:t:!y, nnd witbout payment, 
partake in the produce of the fields; tholl shalt furnish 
liberally out of thy tlock, aUtI thy iloor, und thy wine 

press to the servaut who has served thee faithfully; and 
thull,~halt do this, too, at the tilfle when he i~ quitting thy 

service." Can these precepts he justly disregarded, and 
can we at the same time justly demand 'punishment Oil 

the he\!d of the thief? If the one can be disregarded, 
what authority have we for insisting llPon a strict ob­
servance of the other? While we remember all the pre­
cepts which e[voin duties on the poor, how are we to 
deny the validity of the precepts which constitute their 
rights? 

It is of importance in a case like this, to enquire 
what oppression means; for to oppress is a word not 
generally used in its right sense. To oppress the poor 
is not only forbidden over and over again in every 
book of the Bible, -but 'it is seldom mentioned withOlit 
being marked out for signal vengeance. Oppression 

E;) 
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may consist in the refusal or withholding of right as 
well as in the doing of wrong. It may consist in the 
using of ltlnity, where it is used paltially. It may cott­
sist, and this is mest frequently its character, in the 
enforcing of laws in a partial manner, so as to make 
them weigh heavily on some aud to pal!ls lightly over 
others. If the law say, Punish the thief; pay the 
labourer honestly; give to the poor, without payment, 
a share of the produce of the fields; and if you punish 
the thief, without paying the labourer honestly, and 
without giving the poor a share of the produce of the 
itelds, you are guilty of oppression: ),Oll are worse than 
a contemner of the law of God; tor you 110t only set 
that law at JHlllght, hut yOIi pervert it so as to make 
it a pretex.t for your injustice and cruelty. You must 
take the whole together, or leave the whole. You are 
not to pretend that you are an observer of the laws of 
religion; and at the same time neglect that part of 
them which imposes a duty on yourself. Power, mere 
brute force, may enable you to act, at onE' ami thp. 

same time, the hypocrite and the tyrant; hnt, of this 
you may be assured at an)' fate, that, while you thus 

basely dare the vengeance of God, you will never per­
suade the oppressed that there is any thing contained 
in God's word to prevent them, whell they may chance 
to have the power, to do unto you, as you have done 
unto them. 

It iI!, therefore, the lnterellt of the rich to act jUlItiy, 
mildly and tenderly toward~ the poor. Mere self in­
tt::n::~t, withuut 1111J utIn;r lUoti \Ie; without any regard 

had to sentiments of honour and to precepts of religion, 
teach the rich their duties towards their poorer brethren. 
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All the good things of the world come from the CreatN. 
They are held in trust for the whole family of man­
kind. If a sQn having many brethren, were to' posse!)s 
an estate from his father; were to take the whole for his 
own spending, and were to leave his brethren to toil, to 
beg or to starve, he would become, and justly become, 
a reproach amongst his neighbours. And what are the 
possessors of large property but the more fortunate 
brethren of a numerous family? \Vould not the man be 
truly detestable who could enjoy life, who could live ill 
pleasure, who could think his state honourable while his 
Ullfortune si~t('n. and hrothers were in rag"; and y<.;t, is 

such a man more detestable than he who can be well 
satisfied; who can enjoy the effects of riches; who call 

think his condition honourable, while he is unable to 
stir a furlong from his door without seeing lllany of his 
poorer neighbours perishing for want? The mind of 
such a- man must be shockingly perverted; or else he 
would perceive that he participated in the disgrace be­
longing to a ~tatc of things in which such miBery could 

exist. 
Kiug::; ~rc called, l')ometimctl the j;ltltcl's tof tht'ir 

people; and certaillly, whell the people are governed 
in a ,vay to I1Jakl! them J 1!l:il!mLll! a guml amI ll<lppy fa­
mily, the office is worthy the appellation. Bnt when 
one part of the people are aggrandised by means which 
plunge the other part into poverty aud misery, the 
appellation becomes inappropdate, not to say con­
temptible and ridiculous. The duty of individuals, 
bowe..-er, is plain and straight forward. Riches ought to 

puff no man up. They are in themselves no proof 
of the excellence of the possessor. They form- no 
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fai.r title to pre~elllillence; and where they obtaill prc­
(~iIlCllC~, ,il'tue and wisdom must uecessarily be Oil, 

the decay; Lecause a love of gaiu will hI:! the' pre .... ailing 
passion. 

The great corrective of the insolence of riche~ is to 
he found in tracing them back to their SOllrce; that is 
to say, to the labuur oJMe poor. This is the source of 
all· riches; for, jf the labourer recej,'ed. at all times. 
the full value of his labour, no profit could arise from 
it to ally other person. All the profit would ~maill 
with himself, and no one would be puffed up into 
",:,'hes. Lt is not contended that this ought to be; he­
calise the order of the world requires that lhere should 
be motives. to exertioll; mId tlll]se motives are the hope 
of I'ich~s and the fear of povel'ty. Bllt, a state of 
thingR may arise ,vhen l'!len are Ilot content with mil, I., •. 

rate riches; and this may lead to oppressions which, 
may. in timo destroy the felt!" of poverty; ",hidl may 

iu; short make the labourer worse than a bondman; 
make him u slllYC i make him tho property of his em~ 

ployer; liang the la~h oYer his back and <\(oprivc him 
of all fear but of that. t: nhappy, indeed, i& n people 
reduced to a state like this. Tl:e name of PlJut' is ill 
::mch a CMe hardly applicable; aud, indeed, the woni 

poor does lIot b'elong, in reason, to the labourer. The 
~taltl ui' tht: idLollrm- ill merely oue of the links ill the 
cbaill of society: it i.5 one of the ranks of society; und, 
rig htl y viewt:u, it i~ L.r no mean!! the iowe5t. All pro­

perty ha~ its origin ill labour. 1.abour itself is pro­
perty; the root of all utIli::" prQpelty; and unhappy is 
that community, where hlboul'el' and poor man are sy­
nonymous terms. No man is essmliuli'l poor: puur 



P{;:-lSll!llENT OF OPPRESSOltS. 83 

and rich are relative terms; aile! if tile laboure!" have 
his due, and be in good health, iu the vigour of life, un. 
willing to labour, to make him a poor man, there must 
be some defect in the government of the community in 
which he lires. Because tile produce of his labour 

would of itself produce a sufficiency of every thing 
needful for himself and family. The labouring c1as~e~ 
m.u~t !llwflY" form nino> tf'nth., of a ll!'ople; alld, what 
a 8hame it must be, what an imp"tation 011 the rulers, 
if nine'tenths of the people be worthy of the Jlame ot' 
poor! It is impossible that snch a thing can be, unless 
thel'f> he fin Imf'lir lind IInjust rli~triblltioll of the protit~ 

of labour. Labour proLillces every thing that is good 
upon the earth; it is the cause of every thillg.that men 
enjoy of worldly possessiolls ; when, therdore, the strollg 
and the young engage ill labour und cannot obtain from 

it II sufficiency to keep them out of the ranks of the poor; 
there must be s<:lmethinp; greatly amiss ill the manage­
ment of the community; something that gives to the few 
:m unjtl~t alltl cruel ndvlllltngc over thc mallY; and 

surely, uuless we as~ullle the charucter of beasts of prey, 
castiIlg aside all feeling's of humanity, all love of 
cQlIntry,and all regard for the onlillances of God, we 
must sincerely regret, alld an.'l.iut\~ly tmdcanJllI' to re-. 
move snch an evil vvhenever we may find it to exist. 
The prophet, ill the words of my text, speaks of some 
of the causes of snch Ull uuna:ural state of things. 
ralls!:: U1Ciusureo, false ualallces, addition to the price ot' 
food; the lessened Ephah and the augmented Shekel: 
these are amongst the means by which the labourer is 
oppressed; by which he is crusll1'ld down into poverty 
and slavery. And, upon the supposition that meu. are 
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not to .be deterred from wicked acts by the threatened 
a:ngeance of God, are considerations connected with 
a love of country to have no weight? Is all that we 
have heard at different periods of our lives; and all 
that we have said about love of country; about the 
honour of ollr country i the greatness of our country: 
does all this mean nothing at last? And what does 
country mean, discollnected with the people that in. 
habit the country? And how can the people of the 
country be said to he in an hOliourable state; to be 
renowned, to be gloriolls, if nille tenths of themba 
worthy (If thf; nam", of poor? Th~ man who can talk 

about the honour of his country, at a time when its 
millions are in !l state little short of famine; and whetl 

that is, too, apparently their permanent state, must be 
an oppressor in his heart: lnU~t be de~titl1tc of nil the 

feeIiqgs, shame and remorse: must be fashioned for II 

despot, nnd can only want the power to act the charactel" 

in its most tragical scenes. 
A diiSpositioll to relieve the di/ltrel:lsed and miserable, 

when they actually come to that state, is wanting in 
but few per~on5. Spectacles of woe ~ddoIll fail Lu 

produce some impression on even the most obdurate 
ht:arl. Thl:lre an:, illlleeu, ~VU1l::: who are capable of 
seeing the ,ictim of oppression actually expire before 
their eyes, while they themselves are decked in silken 
robes and loll on couches of down, the fruit of the 
oppression. There are some, who are capable of going 
still further, of 1I0t only viewing with dry eyes and with­
out a helping hand, the victim of oppression in his last 
agonies; hut of turning those agonies into jest. Thes.e, 
however, are not men, they arc monsters; and are not 
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to be brought into our view in speaking orthe duties of 
men towards their poorer brethren. There are few 
persons insensible to feelings of humanity and com­
passion when they behold the victim in the last stages of 
misery. There are also few, who, in such a case will 
withhold a helping hand; ",ill not endeavour, and from 
right feelings at the moment, too, to afford relief. 

But, the thing to be desired is, the duty for us to 
bear in mind is, the prevention of tlte existence of the 
miser.!!_ There is merit, certainly, in relieving distress; 
and the merit is'in itself so clear and so amiable, that 
we ought never too scrupulously to enquire into the 
motive: but far greater is the merit; much more dis­
interested, because, not at all likely to be repaid by 
either praise or gratitude; mU6h greater is the merit 
ill endeavouring, though without 8UCCeSl>, to prevent 

the misery that calls for relief. To bestow alms, to 
clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, to shelter the 

houseless, to snatch the expiring victim from the jaws 
of death; theBe always merit, and the world is always 
ilO just as to give them, unequivocal praise. But far 
grea,ter i~ the pl'uiae due to those who c,ndcavour to 

provide, or to cause to be provide d, the means of pre­
li~lltiug Illtkt:ulle155, hunger and destitution of IIheltel'. 
This, therefore, is the duty to be illculcate<}; this is the 
thing which ought to ~talill fUl't!lI1UlSt .ill UUI' vit:w, aud 
of which we ought never to lose sight during the course 
of our lives. This is true charity; this is what our 
\.-ountry and what the laws of God call for at our hands. 

Few men are so situated as to be able to extend their 
exertions in this way beyond the circle of their own pri­
y,atec~)Dnections and dependants; but every man, who 
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is 1Iot actually a labourer himsdf, has some one ",holll 
he bas to employ to labour for him; and, therefore, if 
eyery sllch man w(,le to take aud lay before him the 
great precept of the gospel, alld were thereupon to do· 
as he wOl'ld be dOllt! lIuto, there would be h,,'y little of 
that poverty and J1Ii~cry, which are now to be seen in 

almost en'r)' cOlllltr:-, clnd at almost at eyery step. 'fo 
,teal, to defralld, to pm'loin ill an)' manner of way, to 
appropriate to one's own Ilse the goods of another; 
these are all crimes, well known to the laws of God and 

lIIall. .And, is it lIot to steal; i.'i it not to commit fral/d; 
is it not to purloin; is it llot, in short, to roh, if yon 
take from the labourer Illore than the fair worth of the 
wages you pay him? Even to overreach, to outwit your 
eqllals ill point of wealth, thotlgh in transactions illegal 
in themselves, arc deemed worthy of exp\llsion frolll so­
ciety; and yet to defraud the labourer, to defraud him 

who is the maker of YOHr riches, who giles ),011 {'ase and 

auundullce, the profit of wbose labour (and that alone) 
places yOlt above hi III ill the <.::;tim.ation of the ,,·orld; to 

defraud him, to cheat hilll by the mlmllS of fnl~e mea­
wre~ and deceitful cakulatioll~, i15 'thought uotiling uf, 

(H' if thought of, only as a matter of e.xultatioll, the cri­
terion of cleyerue:!~ being tIle greate~t quantily uf la­

bOllr obtained ill exchlmge for the smallest qllulllity of 
foull ! 

In order to disguise from ourselves Ollr own mean­
ness, illgratitutle amI t.:rnelty, we put the thing on .a 

different footing: we consider labour as an article of 
merchandise, and then proceed upon the maxim, that 
we have a right to purchase as cbeap as we can. This 
maxim, evell supposing the iu~a of merchandise to be 
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correct, is not so sound as habit, and very vicious 
habit, makes us regard. it to'be. We are notju~tified, 
upou allY principle of morality, to give less for any 
thing than we ourselves believe the thiug to be worth, 
because this i" not doing as we would ~be done unto. 
The comparison, therefore, is oflittle avail; ami besides, 
a worse example than that of the merchant cOllld 110t 

easily be referred to. "lIe is a .Merchant," says the 
Prophet HOSEA, " the balances of deceit are in his 
hand; he loveth to oppress." No wonder that those 
who wish to enrich themselves by the means of unjust 
profit9 .hawn fl"onl lnh()lIr ~h()lIl.I rnt tllPm.QPlvp.>I npon 

the footiug of the merchuut! But labour is not mer~ 
chandise, except, indeed, it be the labour of a slaw. 
It is altogether personal. It is inseparable from the 
body of the hLourcr; and cannot be cOllsidered a" an 

article to be cheapened, without any regard being had 
to the ~J!Il,..being of the person who has to perform it. 
The labourer, if you persist in treating his labour as a 
commodity for which you have u right to givc the smallest 

quantity oUood ill return, has his rights .too; his rights 
of nature; his right to a sutliciency of food and of rai­
mellt; or else his right to employ his strength and in­
genuity to obmin them withouL Icfc/t;uce to the .Ia,v~ 

passed for the apwopriatioll of the property created by 
labour. 

It is, howen'.!', Ilothing more than shuffling and 
equivocating with om consciences to attempt to justify 
by snch arguments the withhold:llg from the l.abolln:r 
his fair share of the profits of his lahour. The mall 
who wholly d;~rcgar(b every moral allel religiollR COI1-

sideration; who telLs yon at oace that he regards the 
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labourers as cattle, and that he has a right to treat them 
in that way which shall be most conducive to his own 
advantage, is consistent enough: he is a brute in human 
shape; like a brute he acts, with the additional malig­
nity of human refinement. But what are we to say of the 
pretended friend of religion; of the circulatorof the llible; 
of the propagator of the gospel, who, with brotherly love 
on his lips, sweats rlown to a skeleton, and sends nightly 
home to his starving children, the labourer out of whose 
hones hf\ extrncts even thp. means of hill ostentatious 

display of piety? What are we to say of the bitter per­
secutor of " infidels," who, while he says grace over his 
sumptuous meals, can hear, without the smallest emotion, 
the hectic coughs of the squalid crowds whose half­
famished bodies pine away in the pestiferous air of that 
prison which he calls a factory"! 

Call such things'be; and can lluch men know peace 
of mind '? Call avarice and hahit have 80 far obliterated 
reason, deadened the feelings of humanity, quieted the 

cries of consci~nce as to afford tranquillity to such men, 
on the miserable plea that their conduct squares with 
the maxims of commer('c '! So did the conduct of Judas 
Iscariot; for, to rob men of their blood differs only in 
degree from robbing them of their sweat; l.mil, illl5vme 

respects, the former is less cruel than the latter. De­
liberately to take away mali's life; coolly to betlOa)' him 
and sell his blood; patiently to lie in wait for the blood 
of our neighbour; seems to admit of no comparison in 
point of atrocity. But, does even the murderer's spy 
much exceed in iniquity the wretch who adopts and 
steadily pursues a system of fraud on those by whose 
labour he is enriched? To prot It by deceits practised 
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on .the community at large; to cheat our ncighbourll 
and countrymen by meaus of short mea9ures. false ba­
lances and extortions; this bespeaks a heart odiously 
wicked; this bespeaks greediness, dishonesty and cru­
elty; what, then, must the man be, who can deliberately 
!lnd sy~tematica.Jly act in the same way tow!lrrls thoSE!, 

\vho, in his field, or under his very roof, exert their 
strength alld exhaust their ingenuity for his benefit; 
and who are content if they obtain a mere sufficiency of 
food 'and of raiment out of the fruits of that labour, 

which gives him all the means. of indulging in luxurious 
enjoyments? What must the man be, who can see his 
table spread with dainties, with all that nature aided by 
art can set befom him to pamper hi!:! appetite; who 

kn~ that he owes 110 part of this to his own la­
bour; and yet, 'who can, while he affects to thank 
God for the blessiug, studiously defraud and degrade 
those who~e lalJour has created aU llll~t he PQSlSelCllSes, all 
that fills his heart with pride 1 

Oppressors, and espocially oppressors of this descrip­
tion, seldom fail to be hypocrites, hypocrisy heing ne­
cessary to screen them from public odiulll. 111 the 
ranks of feigned and ostentatious humanity such men 
generally' stand amongst the foremost. But, will this 
avail them ought? \Vill this take them out of the pur­
view of the prophet's denunciation? God has not said) 
nor has he left room for the oppressor to hope, that he 
who has delighted in, that he who has fattent'd 011, ','the 
gain of oppressions," is to purchase forgiveness by 
flinging his orts to the almost expiring oppressed, or 
by hiding their naked and l>hivering limbs with the cast­
off coverings of hiH horse! • God has commanded, that 
those who labour shall have tlu;ir full ~harc of the fruits 
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of their labour; that they shall be liberally furnished 
out of the flock, the floor and the wine-pre!s. He has 
most pointedly commallded, that this shall be a matter 
of rigid, :llId not of jin,our;' :md he has sttictly for­

bidden the giver to make any /tamiliation of the re­
(,p.ivp.r a conditioll of, or a circumstance belonging to, 

the gift. Obulielll'e and jideli~~1 ill servants God strictly 
enjoins, but the compell~ation for these is notto consist of 
garbage, rags and beds of straw: out of that which ari8es 
from his labour the 8ervant is to share, not only in all 
things needful u[Jt~ hi III , but in all the pleasures sp;'jnging 
from the same source. .Aml, again, what mnst- that 

man be, who call eJ!io!! festivity, arising out of the fruit 
of his ~ervnllt'~ LtbOlIl, while he knows that tIlC limblS 

which haye created the feast are perislling with told: 
while he knows the feast to be the fruit of uurequited 
toil, and that that which fills his body and makes his 
heart glad, is, if traced It: 'me, the flesh, blood and 
bones of the lllbonrer 'I To attempt perslla.~:on, to rea­
SOil, to expostulate, with stich a man is vaill. Give 
him the thing iii ki;.d; cut up the carcase and serve 
it him iJl a charger: he remains unmoved. Nothing 
~hort of the vellgeance of God can tOllch his beart of 
flint; he has lowered the measme and heightened the 
price; he has made the Ephah small amI the Shekel 
great; he 1Ia;, falsi tied the balance by deceit; he has 
rohbed the liired servant of his hire; he has b01lght the 
poor for silver and the needy tor a pair of shoes; he 
has fattelled Oll t!te gain of oppressiolls; he bas" cateH 
" the Besh and drunk the hlood I)f hi~ pOOler brother i'" 
H his feasting ~hall be turned into mourning, suith the 

H the Lord nod, and hi" sollgs illto lanwlltatioll~." 



GOD'S JVDG:\IENT ON 

UNJUST JUDOES. 

"CUf$cd be be that pe\"\'erteth the judgment of the stranll:l.'f, 
" fatherless, and wido\v. And all the people shall say, Am;n." 
Dent. chap. xxdi. yer. 19. 

"That they may do Cyj] with hoth hands I'lIl'nestly, the prince 
" asketh, anci the judge asketll for" re"'ard; and the great mun, he 
"llttereth his mischicI'ous desire: so they wrap it up." Micnh 
ell. vii. 'vur. 3. 

" Therl'fore have I tna(h~ yon contemptible and base before all tbe 
~'peoplfl) 9.ccording ns yc hnve not hept Illy wnye, but lunc bta::n 
" partial in the law," Malachi eh. ii. yer. 9. 

Tn j L1dgl', Wh(>ll we are ,;peaking of OUI' eOllduct to~ 

wards om neighbour, means, lIot ouly tHe exercise of 
the faculties of discel'nment und di~cJ'jminatioll; I10L 

only the forming of an opinion, but also the giving of 
that opinio~l: I1nd, in speoking of judicial maUen;, it, of 

course, includes, tile acquittal, or condemnation, of ally 
olle whose conduct ha1j been ~ubmittCtl tu our examina­
tion and decision. 

From thi~ ddillitioll we, at 01l1,;e, pt!rl,;eive, that there 
are two distinct kinds ofjlldging, and that, in judging, 
we may, on diffelCut UI,;I,;<t~iOllS, act ill twO ('haracter~, 

ver~' difl'erent from each other in point of importance. 

Emmett
Page8
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In the one character, we are merely the voluntary 
givers of opinion on the conduct of our neighbour, 
without having the power to add direct consequences to 
that opinion; but, in the other character, we are 
clothed with power to acquit or to condemn, . to add, 
immediately, consequellces deeply affecting our neigh~ 
bour. 

Even in the former of these characters we ought to 
take our steps with great circumspectioll. An unjust 
opinion of our neighbour, wlll'lI w,~ givp it IIttermlCf', 

becomes slandet'" and, in the catalogue of sins, slan­
der is by no means the lowest. "\Vh{)~o privily shm­

clereth his neighbour, him will I cut of1:" Psalm ci. 
vcr. 5. We are warned in Matthew, ch. vii. ver. 1. 

not to judge, lest we he judged; and, in numerous 
other parts of the Scriptures we ar~ most Bolemnly 

cautioned against unjust opinions of, and censures on, 
our lIeighbour. Christ tells Uti "not to judge accord­

ing to appearances; but judge righteous judgment.'" 
Johll, d,. vii. Yer. Q4. That i~ to 51ly, to consider well 

and patiently the moti\'es, or the temptations, that lllay 
have Jed to our neighbour's conduct; before we con­
demn that conduct even in our own minds, and more 
especially before we give utterance to uur t:eW;UH:S VII 

it, and thereby expose our neighbour to calamities that 
lllay arise out of our censure. 

Cases, do indeed, frequen ly arise, when the evil 
of withholding OUl' censures would be far greater than 
that of pronouncing them. In such cases duty calls 
on us fer promulgation. But, when this latter pro­
ceeds from a desire to place ourselves in advantageous 
contrast with our neighbour, or to gratity the selfish 
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feelings of others to ,~hom we may wish to make our 
court, or, from the still more odious but too frequent 
motive of finding an excuse for fickleness in friendship, 
breach of fidelity, or want of active compassion; then 
the promulgatioll of ceusure, even though that censure 
be founded on truth, is. in itself, an act of inj llstice, 
and generally a much greater sin than that to which the 
censure is applied. 

If, then, we are to be thus scrupulous, and are to 
glilml O1;rsf'lves with sHch great care against acting 
upon conclusions, drawn even from facts which admit 
of little or no doubt, and in cases where our decision 
has only a probable and remote effect on the well- being 
of our neiShbour, what ought to be our :U1xiety in cases 

where OUf declsioll is attended with certain and im­
mediate {)onsequence~ affecting his life, liberty 01' pro­

perty, and where by our erroneous, intemperate, cor­
rupt, or partial" judgment, he may be bereft of happi­

ness, and plullged into misery all the days of his life! 
It is of judging when clothed wlth such fearful, 

power that I am now to speak; and, first, let us inquire 
into the origin of this power. ",tVlto art thou," says 
the apostle J A)IES, "that judgest anot/leT?" .Aud, 
wlu::n:: i~ tlu:: 1"if!,111 that mall ha~ to take <Iway tho::: 

goods, or enchain the body, or shed the blood of man '/ 
\Vhat i:; it that lIlakt:s the putting of man to dt:ath, 

in certain cases, by the hands of man, not murder? 
The foundation of this right, and of tht power that 

proceeds from it, is, the necessity of such power to the 
existence of civil society. There must be a common 
arbiter between man and man, to which arbiter all men 
must submit. Laws there must be to punish offences; 
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or there can be no secure possession of goods, no peace, 
110 safety of persoll. HCBce arises the right of man to 
judge man; a right that God has not given to any 
particular dass of persons. He has givell it solely for 
the good of the whole community wherein it'is exer­
cised; and not for the benefit of any particular part of 
that community. 

''''hen llHtll sits in juc1gmpnt .. n man, Ill;> ."., .. ci~es 

the highest of the functioll:> that lUall call exercise. 
The judged party has been deprived of all his own 
power of actillg in the case. He has been compelled 
to come nnd :mblllit hiB property, libtnty, or life, to tho 

judgment of another, or others. He is thus compelled 
to submit for the good of the whole community. He 
has had taken from him all power of resistallce to the· 
judgment, be that j udgmeut what it mil}. He ia man 

subjected to the absolute power of' man. But upon 
this express condition, laid down w;th such precision 
and such emphasis ill the Jaws of God, that the judg~ 
ment shalt bejllst; that is to ~ay, that it shall rest upon 
true grounds, that it shall be mixed up with no corrupt 
motive, and, aLore all things, that there shall, neither 
in the judgment itself, nor in the degree of punishment, 
be any respect of persons, any favour or partiality . 

.J udges, under which appellation arc included all 
persons by whatever name known, that have allY thing to 
do ill accusing, in pronouncing, or in condemning, in 
judicial cases; judges llrcflllly and most awfully warned 
of the consequences of mi~conduct, whether arising 
from negligence or corruptioll. Judges arc to make 
'I diligent ilt'luisitiull;" Deut. ell. xix. reI'. 18. and, in 
'2 ehron. ell. xix. yer G. J ehoshaphat "said to the 
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"Judges, Take heed what ye do: tor, ye judge not 
H for man, but for the Lord, who is with gOll in the 
H judgment. Wherefore flOW let the fear of the I..ord 
H be upon you: take heed and do it: for, there is no 
"-iniquity with the Lord our God, no resPtlct ofpersofllll, 
" nor taking of gifts." It were to be desired, that all 
those, who are clothed with judicial power, would 
bear these injunctions in mind; and also bear in mind 
the judgment that await themselves, in case they pros­
titute their power to do injulltice_ 

The great and most prevalent moth-e to the doing of 
illjl,lstice is the hope of gain in retum t<';r the atrociOu6 

act. The law-giver of the Israelites takes care to warn 
jltdges against this temptation, and he, in the words of 
my text, pronounces a curse upon them, if they do 
illjm~tice to the poor and defencelei"!$. It i&, indeed, 

" doing evil with both hands earnestly," when" the 
".judge ll!!k.etb fur a 'reward; when the great 'fIIan .",1 .. 

"tereth his mischievou.~ desires;" and when H so they 
wrap it up." When Judges, or any personsconcemed 
in the giving of judgment, act thus, surely they merit even 
that CU1'Sf, which God haa pronounced upon them, 

Holy Writ is full of injunctions, warnings, and de .. 
nunciations as to this crying sin; this cold-:bloode4 
offence against man, ag'sinst the laws of God, against 
aU the feelings of human nature. "A wicked man. 
" taketh a gift out of his bosom to pervert the ways of 
If judgment." Provo chap. xvii. "ei'. 23. .Again in 
Isaiah, chap. i. ver 23. "Thy princes are rebeUio.us, and 
U Companions of thieves: every one {oveth gifts, and fol­
" loweth after rewards: they judge notthe fatherless, nei,. 
u ther doth the cause of the widow ~ome unto tbWnt" 

F 
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But, let not men deceive themselves. By the words 
,1Iribe, gift, reward, many things besides mcmeth or 
goods in hand, way be meant. .A bribe, a gift, or a 
reward may come iu various shapes. It may assume a 
thousand forms: it may be present, but it may also be 
distant: it may he certain, but it may ulso be contin­
gent: ~nd, perhap!!, direct bribes, given into the hand 
at once, are the least dangerous of aU. l'or ~ the con­
scicllce of a man might startle at a direct bribe; it plain 
bargain for injustice; a barefaced; receipt of the price 
.of hi,:, perjury and cruelty. Many a man will take .that 
indir6~tly, which he will not hold out his hand to 

receive. He must be an abandoned wret{'lI indeed, 
who will hold out his polluted hand, saying, " Give me 
the price of this man's blood." 

Yet,. does he, in effect, do less, who finds guilt in 

.}Ji'ileighbour without cause, clearly e8tablished; who 
inquires not diiigelltly; who determines (rom the h<Ypf! 

I.{ dtd_lf . bell~jit, . certain or contingent, present or dis-
. tlOnt;" Qr who judges his neighbour from th(l fear of loss 
,to bimself from whatever cause the fear may be appre­
h",nded'l It is II very lively picture of the worki.nIJB of 
.c;.on:~ption, in matters of judicial judgment, that is 
,given by d.e prophd MICAH, ill the word8 of my text. 

" The great lmm uttereth hill mischievous desire: so 
.dwy 'wrap it up." That j:;; to !jay; :so the), dia&uisll. 
it : so they carryon their frauds and abominatl@ulJ': so 
~hey do injus~ice in the· IIame of justice; so tbey rob, 
'50 they mutilate, 80 they load with chains, so· they 
Jllurder; and all under the name and with the due 
forms of law and of ju'Stice. 

This U'rtlppillg up, as the prophet aptly calls it, j,s 
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the great secret of judicial iniquity. If transacteD 
openly, the works of injustice are 80 odious in their 
very nature, that they must soon bring the . mvnsters 
j,?;uilty of them to an end, in olle way or another. But, 
being disguised, they go on for a long time, and, in 
general, end not but with some convulsion that dis­
.solves. the community itseU: By degrees they become 
~8ible in spite of all wrapping up. Victim after vic­
~ amongst the strangers and frielldles~; e~ape after 
escape amongst .1Ihe great and rich; the~e make .men 
reaSOIl, whether they will or pot; reasopi~gp,oduces 
a. conclusion in p-very jllst mind, that a ty.ranny Exist.'!; 

and, from that moment the fall of the tyrants is d~creed 
as comple~ely as if by the voice of a prophet. "Woe," 
tlaya Isaiah, ch. x. ver. 1, 2. It Wve unto them that 
" decree unrighteous decrees. and that write grievous­

" ness which they have presc:ribed; to tufU aside the 
" needy from judgment, and to mke away ~ light 
!' from the poor. of my. people, that widoW!! may be 
" their prey, and that they may rob the fatlle'rleIf8." 

And how is this" woe" to show itself 1 IJl desola­
tion, in df'gradation, in the most dreaded of punish­
ments. The judgment. pronounced on Jehoiakim by 
J~r.t:lUillll, eh. xxii. \'I:lI. 15, lIS a gtllll:ln,l I'leutem:e 011 
pnjustjudges: ", Shalt .thou reign,. because tlipu d08est 
"thyl!lelf in cedar'! Did not thy father do judgment 
" and justice, and then it was well with him 1 He 
:' judged the cause uf ,t1u~ poor and needy: was not 
'~this to know me '! sooth the Lord. But thine eyea 
H ~d thine heart ar~ 110t but for thy covetowmes, and 
" for to shed innocent blood, and, tor oppression, and 
.. for violence, to do it." And what is the sentence on 

F Q 
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tbis lilljust prince and judge? "He shall be buried 
"with the- burial (1' all ass, drawn and ca9t forth 
" beyond the gates of Jerusalem " 

18 God ur!iust? Is this doom too sel'ere? Is this 
too much as a punishment for the cruelt}' and ba!leneslI 
of judicial injustice '1 In the first place, before a man 
who is vested with the power of judging can even think 
of aetingunjustly, he mi.l~t have made up, coolly made 

lip his mind to falsify his .solemn promise, made before 
mali alld "ill! Gou caUtlu tv witne56. Cruel he lllUl!lt 

be; ·for weU he knows the sufferings that hiB injustice 
will oqcasioll. And how ba.~e must that man be, who 
(~an gee the unoffending victim before him, and coolly 
.loom hiin to destruction! Thou callest thyself a man, 
doest thou, wretch! And, perchance, talkest of thy 
home, thy kindred, thy wife and children! And, the 
poor vlGtim, then? Has he o.ot home and kindred and 
wife and children?' And will you, for your own base 
purposes; to gratify your OWll greedine8~ or vanity, or 
to hush your own coward fears, consign him to chains, 
or deliver him over to the axe 'I "Cursed" be thou 
then, (' and let all the people say, Amell." 

The perpe-trators of injustice are not to imagine 
themeelves free from guilt, because they do not aU at 
once pOllnce upon their prey and tear it to pieces. 
Proceeding with muflled paw, they destroy the victim 
fly degrees; but, it is destl'uctioll, neverthele~8, that 
they occasion in the end. Like vultures, they merely, 
at first, wound the hapless creature, and then lay him 
hy till their appetite demand bim. The prophet Z E­

l'HANIAH seems to have judges of this description in 
his eye, when he says: "Her judges are evenillg 



UNJUST JUI)G£S. 101 

wolves; they knaw not the bones till the morrow;" 
a figure· of speech most aptly applied to those, who, 
under the sacred names of law and justice, th'st by 
~low degrees, deprive the victim of all means of defence, 
rob him even of the compassion of maukind; and then 
sacrifice him to thp.ir OWI1 ~f'lfish (lnrposf's. They are 
slQW in their approaches: they appear smooth a~d soft: 
they knaw not the bones u till the morrow;" but then 
\hey crush them between their teeth, and they revel 
in the indulgence of aU their naturul ferocity. 

Cowardice is a quality univer8ally despised, but not 
universally. well defined. It is gcnerally spoken of AI! 

synonymous with timidity, or bodi{¥ feM'; that is to 
~ay, a great reluctance to expose the body to the ri:sk of 
being hurt. If the word were confined to this meaniug, 
the quality i~ unjustly held in contempt; for, no man 
can help being timid, and a very great portion of 
women really are timid in this sense of the \\·ord. But, 
when one man sees his neighbour wholly at' his mercy; 
wheu he sees even his enemy brought hound and laid 
prostrate before him; aud call, then, take advantage uf 
him to avenge himself (under the mask of doing justice) 
for some alarm wbil~h that neighbour has excited in hi~ 
bosom; then, indeed, we see cowardice in its real aHd 
odious character. All the persecution of the apostles; 
the imprisonment of St. PA U L; the stoning of St. 
STEPHEN to death; the crucifixion of CHRIST him­
self; and all the perfidy, bribery and false-swearing, 
put in practice to eftect these purposes, had their foun­
dation in this species of cowardice; the \engeance of 
corrupt men alarmed for the profits of their ,corruption, 
than which a motive more base never, surely, inhabited 
the human breast. 
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N or let the aider~ and abettors in deeds like thes~ 
hope to escape the judgment due to unjust judges. It 
is a miserable excuse to say, that !lou did not wish the 
blood to be shed, or the body to be loaded with ehainll. 

Pontius Pilate and Felix could, and did, 8lly 89 muoh. 
The unjust judge seldom uses the axe himself. Dariu. 
did not cast Daniel in'<> the lion's den with his own 
hands. He only consented to have it done. They who 
actually threw him into the den, did not devoU't bim 
with their own jaws. But, did not Darius and hi& 
advitlers do all they oould to cause him to be devoured? 
Wen: they not guilty of llluldel- M completely M if he' 

had been devoured 1 And, is not, then, every aider 
aud abettor ill an unjti~t judgment as guilly as tlIt: juuge 
himself? Such abettor! may flatter themselves that 
the blood will lie upon other heads; but, they are 
pervertert'J of jadgnient, and the curse of God has beell' 
pronollnced upon them. No excuse will be found in 
having yielded to injustice to avoid displeasing other 
men; for, this is only one particular species of corrup­
tion. It is bottomed in a desire to avoid loss or injury ; 
and that is only another expression tor gain: it is, In 

one and the same act, co\vardice and corruption. 
H ~teful a. unjust Judgments are in all cases, they are 

never quite so hateful as when the perpetrators affect to 
be religious, and to appeal to God to witlles~ their 
integrety. And, if we carefully examille Holy Writ, 
we shaU find the cruelest of injustice and an affectation 
of the most profound respect for rei igion inseparable 
companions. This is well illustrated in the prophet 
Micah, eh. iii. yer. I]. H The heads thereof judlte 
/I for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire" 
" and the prophe ts thereof divine for money: yet will 
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" they lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord 
" amollg us? None evil can come upon us." And what 
says the Lord, whose name they thus abused? "There­
H fore shaH Zion for your sake he ploughed as a field, 
Hand Jerusalem shall be(:ome heaps." God tells the 
Israelites' by the mouth of the prophet A:Mos, not to 
insult him with their religious ceremonies, but to prac .. 
tiee justice and judgment. "1 hate, 1 despise yOUT 

" feast days, and I will not smell in your solemn all­
"lIemblies. Though you offer me burnt offerings and 
U your meat offerings, -1 will not accept them: neither 
" will I regard the peace offerings of Jour fat beasts .. 
" Take thou away from me the lIoise of thy songs; 
" for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. But let 
"judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as 
" a mighty stream." AMOS, eh. v. ver. !21. 

What a rebuke! And does not this rebuke addrells 
itself to every man, who" while he is making an outward 
profession apd show of religon, is practising injustice 
and seeking innocent blood; who, while he is sprinkling 
the altar of God with tears of affected piety, is making 
human sacrifices to his own greediness, vanity and ma­
lice; or to the fear of giving offence to the " great mall 
who uttereth his mischievous desire?". This ,J"elJllke 
oughUo sink deep into the mind of those, WhO.llQpe to 
balance their account by setting their outward show of 
piety towards God against their injustice towards man~ 
If they deem their encouragement of the distribution of 
the Bible a good work, let them, theIl, observe the pre .. 
cepts of the Bible. If they cj~e the Bible to prove, tha.t 
to do justice on offenders is '"ight, let them not forget 
the curse pronounced on those who shall, uudcr lh~ ma5k 
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of justice, be guilty of oppressioll. Hypocrisy, always 
odious, is never q lIite so odiolls ns when empIQyed as a 
mask for judieial injustice: it is the garb of piety as­
liumed for the pnrpme of cOllunitt;ng cruelty; the garb 
of religion put 011 in order to sanctity a violation of all 
the laws of God and man. Against the petulant, the 
intemperate, the" \"iolent, the openly profligate· perverter 
of judgmeut, the oppressed usually find some remedy, 
some means of arresting the progress of bis iniq.wty: 
hut, Ilgninst the pcrverBion of judgmeut by lht:' cool, 
"placid, deep-designing religious hypocrite, there is no re­
dress other than that affOl"UtU LJ tIll:! interposition of the 
Almighty. 

Yet, does injustice admit of one other and still higher 
degree. Judgment may be perverted; the perversion may 
proceed from corrupt motives; hypocrisy may become 
the handmaid to corruption; cruelty may Le the result : 
but, still, there wants partiality to gire the fiend its last 
tinge of blackness. Here we touch the climax in the 
attributes of the unjust Judge; and here we have before 
us an abuse of power that !Jas never been sanctioned, or 

-winked at; by any ruler without a speedy overthrow of 
the state itself. 

Decrees and ordinances are not just because they are 
mild; nor are they unjust because they are severe. The 
most mild become hateful by partial administratioll, 
and the most serere become respected when the admi­

"nistration of them is rigidly impartial. When the same 
measure of punishment is meted toevel'yone, guilty of the 
same ofience, 110 man has cause to complain: the Jaw 
is theu manifestly made lind executed for tbe good of 
the whole cormnunit!f; and, upon no other right does 
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the infliction of punishment stand. But, when some 
men are se,,-ercly punished, loaded with many stipes, for 
otlences, which, committed by otheTfI, bring no punish­
ment at all; then it is equally manifest, tha~ the law!'! 
are made solely for the benefit of a few, and that iu­
justice and tyranny prevail. There can be, in such ,I 

case, neither lawful ruler, lawful judge, lIor commoll­
wealth. The bouus of the social compact are broken. 

Accordin.gly the Judge and Huler of the world, ill 
giving laws to man, has taken <;are to ''''-(Ull hinl agaim,t 

this" daring outrage on aU the feelings of our nature. 
\Vho does not recoIled, that the paternal rod has fre­

quently givcn pain tcn times more acutc only because it 
has not fallen with impal'tia/i~lj? Who, that Ima seen 

even a largess from a father bestowed Oil a beloved 
brother, without his OWII participation, has failed to fed 
the force of that love of impartiality which is a nati\e 
of tbe human breal5t '/ \VJ.at kiud allll jU,,;L fadll~/" ever 

,avoided pain, when compelled to do any thing that sa­
\'Ollted uf giviug UtlC: l:iJihl a prefercllce before another! 
And if so much solicitude is felt in a case like this, 
where the judglllcm i~ to ue ('xerciscci with regard to 
the wants of the parties, alld where the thing to be be­
stowed belollgs in full and exclusive right to the dOllor, 
what ought to be the liolicitude in a judge, who is no 
more than a trustee of the community, who has to ad­
minister laws made for'the general good, and who ha~ 
1IOne but an usurped aud a tyrannical po\ver, other than 
that ,vhichstands on the basis ofjllstice, due to all rJll'I~ 
alike? 

To' enumerat~ all the il~unctions of God to avoid 
partiality in judgment, would require a space of no 
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small dimensions. Amongst them we may take a few, 
though one ought to SUffiCil for the satisfaction of any 
but determined scorners, Or men daringly wicked. 
(( 1'holl ;ShAlt do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou 
" shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour 
" the person of the mighty; but in righteousness shllt 
"thoujudgethy neighbour." LEVITICUS, ch. xix. ver. 
] 5. (( Y e shall not respect persons in judgment; but 
" ye shall hear the small as well as the great = ye shan 
" not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgm~ut i.:s 
H God's.".DEUT. ch. i. ver. 17. And again, dt. xvi. 

yer. ] ~,. "Thou shalt not WI e:,;t judgment; thou shalt 
not respect persons, neither take a gift.'~ In .PROV. 

eli. xxiv. ver. QS. " It is not good to have respect of 
persons ill judgment." The apostle J A~IES, ch. ii. 
vel'. 4. reprobates partiality even in trifling ceremonres ; 
and St. PA UL, to Timothy, ch. v. ver. 21. thus solemnly 
t::ltiuius him: .. I charge thee before God and the I:.drtf 

H Jesus Christ and the elect angels, that thou ob­
"serve these things, without preferring one before 
" another, doing notlting b!l partialitg." Last comes 
lhe prophet MALACHI within the words of my text: 
"Therefore, have ] made you t:ontemptible and 
" base before aU the people, according as you have 
" not kept my wayl\l, but have been partial in the 
It'law." 

Are the!e the words of God, 01' are they not? The 
deist and the atheist will say No. And, far better to give 
the negative in either of thOtle capacities, than preteuti 
to be a believer; than to call these the words of God, 
and to act in open defiance of the p~cept which they 
contain. Not to believe may proceed from de~ct of 
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understanding; but, to be/ie've, and to Jisouey; to be· 
lieve in words and to deride ill acts; to confess that it 
is God who speaks, and to set at nought the command 
conveyed in his words; if this be not impious, where 
are. we to look for proofs of i~piety? "The devils 
believe and tremble;" but the belic\rer who is partial 
in judgment, is, ill this, so much worse than the de· 
viIs, that he believes and trembles lIut. 

All injustice is criminal. Even when proceeding from 
error it deserves severe censure, because no judgment 
should take place without diligent inquisition. \Vhen 
proceedillg frollI corrupt motives it is ha8e; but, when 
it discovers itself in pal'tialit.lJ, however craft maY' con­
trive to " u'rap it up," when" the great man uttereth 
his mischievous desire," it becomes doubly detestable ; 
,\IIU, t!/Specially whell distinctium arc lllaue bet~'eell the 

great and the little, the rich and the poor, in favour or 
tbe former and against the latter; wiping a feather over 
the back of the rich, and sending the lash like kni"es 
into the l.lac:ks of. \'he po~)r. 

When men behold judgments like these, they do not 
stop to inquire illto the motive: they know that the 
motive must be con'«pt. They are pl'Oofs- of corruption 
as conclusive as would uc a SIght of the bribe actuany 
pa1lSing from dIe hands of tIle favoured party into that 
of the Judge: The cOliliequencc is, that there remains 
lJoconfideuce in the rulers: that having become cor,. 
rnpt, to which the community looked for safety against 
oppression, the "Magistrate thenceforth rules by force, 
and by force alone. His power, ineteed of being looked 
up to, as a shield for innocence, is regarded as a 8croon" 
for guilt. His office is the re:verse of what God hili 
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lSaid it shall be; it is a reward t'l evil doers and a terror 
to those who do w~l1. 

Against seditions, conspiracies, treasons, and rebel~ 
lions we pray to be protected; but, wbat are these when 
compared with partiality in judgment! Against that 
which deprives the sources of po\\er of all confidence; 
\vhich subjects every mau'~ goods, liberty and life, to 
chance; whidl aliellates every heart; uno whif'h kinrlJI'.R 
throughout the commuuity a niass of unquenchable 
:mgpf? Thi", jq:l ~nrp fnrpl'IIllflj?1' of the downful of 9tate~. 

In such a state of things there can be no legitimate I.l.lI. 
tlwrity; 110 lawful gway; ull is injustice and violence. 

Pitrtiality ill judgment must necessarily lead to the 
cOlllmission of crimes. Those VI ho ure slIre of im, 
PUllily have nothing to deter them: and the }loor, !Oecing 
that the rich commit crimes, will follow theil' cxampl~;. 
The punishment of crime \I)OSCS its only clld, fo\' which 
it i.; intended; namely, t., prevent th(; commission of 

crime by others; tor, if judgmellt be partial; if somt! 
clIcape all pUllj~hl1lcnt, or merely 1I11dcrgv the tUIIll1j 

of punishment, for offences which bring heavy pu­
lIi~IIlIlt:llt Uil uthers, PllllilllJllJelJt j,:j luuked "PO!I,. ami 

ju~tly looked ~lpO\l, a~ an instrument used to .keep th~~ 
poor ill .subjt:cliuu tr, th~ rich. 

There are few so ignorant as not to know, that God 
bas strictly forbidden this partiality ill jti.dgment; hence 
• persuasioll in many, that religion itself i8 a bugbear, 
employed by the few to keep the mally in awe. l'or, 
if the same law, which says, Thou shalt not !iteal, says 
abo, Thou shalt not respect persons in Judgment; and, 
if the latter command be violated by the elders Qfthe 
pe.ople and those on the \cry judgmcnt· seat, is it un-
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natural for the oppressed to conclude, that those elden 
do not themsehes believe in any of the denullciatiolls 
which the law contains'? What check, then, remaill~ 

to theft and robbery, other than the force of arms and 
. that vindictive punishment, which are called into action 
to supply the pl:lrp. nf I11m:]l honesty and religions awe! 

Miserable is that community, and hasteuillg to swift 
destruction, where the peopIl! yield an ul1"illing obe­

dience to the ruling powers. There CUll be neither 
happiness nor security where obedience proceeds solely 

from fear; for, as naturally as the,sparks fly. upwards, 
to be feared is to be hated. But, can obedience be 
willingly yidded, when a people is cOlwinced of the ~11-
jU5tice of tho~l' who judge them '/ \\"hcll the muny I>ee, 

that the laws are made to be a terror to them and th(: 
apolt of the wealthy tew? Laws may.be vcry strict, judg­

ments very severe; but, if an e'vell-ltallded distribution 
of puuishment lake place, men will 110t complain. 

When they see the high as well as the low subject to 
the same inquests and the same penalties for the same 
offence, they must confess tha.t the laws are fair and that 
tbejudgments arc just. Whcujustice is thus adminis­
tt~red, severe puuishmcnts operate as a ,Yarning not to 
offend: it is the rod of a father correcting his children. 
ilut when the poor are made the 'scape goats for the 
rich; when the 1Jo(lie~ of the former are lacerated,while 
those of the latter go untouched, it is not the rod of a 
father, but the scourge of a tyrant. 

Amongst all the causes of deep-rooted anger, of im­
placable revenge, not one is so strong as the feeliug 
inspired by, partial judgment. To be ourselves lasl~ed 
'with rods of scorpions for that which brings on another 
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scarcely the weight of a finger, is too much for human 
nature to endure without seeking vengeance. In such 
an act there is every thing to irritate and inflame. 
Burning coals applied to the flesh are less tormenting 
to the body than this outrage is to the mind. It is die 
last and m()~t poi~onoll" arrow in th~ quiver of crnel aDd 

cowardly oppressors. 
If Of Law," says Bishop HOOKRR, "no less can he 

" Ilcknowledged, than that her seat is \lIe bosom of God : 
" her voice the harmony of tlte world. All things in 
H heaven and ill earth do Iter homage: the very least 
" as feeling her care; and the greatest as 110t exempted 
" from her power." But, to make the law 'worthy of this 
eulogium, it must he impartial in itselfund impartially 
executed. Can a perversion of judgment proceed from 
the bo~om of Ood? Is it not impious to trace to the 
bosom of God the base act of the plUlishing the poor 
at! WJ aUJUullitioll to' the rich, and, when the rich com­

mit precisely the same ofience, to " wrap it up" and let 
them escape? CUll the law then be said to have its seat 
in the bosom of God, of that God who has pronounced 
his everlasting curse 011 thuse, 'ALu lj!ntll rClSpc«.:l p~I'­

sons in judgment? Call the voice of the law:be h,armoll!/; 
",hen it is'made to pronounce death on the petty thief, 
while it scarcely passes a censure O!l the grand robber 
that strips thousands of their means of existence? Can 
harmoll!J be~n a voice like this? And what care does 
such law take of" the least?" How can "the least feel 
k61' care," whcnsne hal nothing for them but a licourge ? 
What is the care that" the least" want from the law? 
1-'0 protect them. And, against whom 'f Certainly 
against the rich and puwerful. What -care, then, do 
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they experience at her hands, if she lash them to the 
bone, while she "wrap~ it III''' with the rich? Can 
the law when thus perverted, receive homage from all 
thing$ in heaven and in earth 1 Homage from th", 

false and base indeed she may receive; homage like 
that of the Missouri Savages, who address their sup­
plications and thanksgivings to the Devil; the homage 
of kllave;5 and hypocrites who thrive by her, and of the 
rich culprits with whom she" wraps it up;" but, " cursed 
be be' thllt pervertedl judgment," that reBpecteth per­
sons in judgment, ,j and let all the people say, A. men." 
This is the sort of humuge whK:h perverted law ought to 

receive from all things in heaven and in earth. This is 
the sentence which ·God has prulloullced 011 her COITUpt 

administrators: H the burial of an ass, and to be cast 
forth from the gates of the city." 

Homage is indeed due to just authority. Govem­
ment,.which is only another word for management, ap­
plied to the affairs of nations, is absolutely necessary to 
the e"istence of civil society. Hence the observation 
tbat" all power is from God." But, then, it must be 

jf1St power; power exercised according to the laws of 
God, and those laws pronounce acurse 011 partialjudges. 
11 must be just power; for the murderer has power to 
execute his deeds; and God has said, " Thou shalt do 
no murder." Therefore we are not to honour those ill 
authority merely because they have power; but, are 
irst to consider, whether the power they have be just 
in "its origin and 'whether it be justly and impartially 
exercised. 

Amongst all the powers, with which persons in au .. 
thority are inve~ted, none are of so much importance to 
the community, none haye so great and immediate aD 
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effect on the affairs of men, Ilone ha\'e 80 much to do ill 

producing publie happinp.Rs, or pllhli~ misery, as the 

powers of the Judge. Whell, therefore, he execute his 
high ()ffi('.~ with (Iiligpuee and impartiality, no respect, 

no veneratioll,that we call entertain towal'd~ a humau 
Iw.ing ~an ""c"l·d his merits and our obliguliolls. Of 

all the spectacles that r6tiect honour on human uaturti 
ami that telld to elevate the mind of mou, none it> equul 

to that of a .J lIdgo, patiently imcstigatiug, diligeutly 
searching after tmth, tlcl'UpnlouBly discriminating, nn<:\ 

impartially deciding; divested of all passion, leaning 
Ileith~r to the one side nor the otllt'r, having 110 rellpt::ct 

of persons in judgment; bold in his iutegrity, setting at 
uought the di~plc,\~ure of pO,YC1~, i:llll.llHH iug ill hill millli 

110 leur but th at of the po~~ibilit} of erroneously doiug 
wrong. But, if tIlL: le\ tll~e uf all lhi~ dwractcrizt! tlw I}X­

,hibition: if the Judge, instead of eudeaYOurillg to elicit 
tJ uti!, tllUplo) illl Iti~ !:Skill ulJd all his talclits to eJlvelope 
it in darknc8s, to clothe wroug in the garu of right j it~ 
hi!:S\t:ry looki'l at the ollt~et declare him a partisan and 
Hot a Judge; if petulance and rage mark his illward fear 
of failing to etfect his I..ltlt too llHlllifest iuiqnitous ill­
tentioll; if, at la~t, whell coming to uward judgmellt oli 
the rich awl on the poor, both guilty of precisely the 
same offence, he merely shake the lash over the shoulder_ 
of the former, and make the forty lacking one draw thirty­
lIine streams of bluud ii'om tilt: loills of the latter, is not 
the favoured culprit covered with shame, and the Judge 
with infamy'! " So they UTap it up." liut is !lot 
every breast filled with iudignatioll ? _Arc they not" cuu-­
lemptiUe and base Lefore all the people '/" Is not the 
(.'Ucse of God pronounced upon them i and do not all 
the people say, Amen! 
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.. Go to the AIIl, thou sluggard; cOllsider her ways, and be wise; 
" which, Laving nO' guide, ove .... t:liecl·, or ruler, proyidcth hex" meat ill 

•• the summer, and ~athereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt 
"thou sleep, 0 sluggllrd ? Whon wilt thou arise (lut of thy ftleep ? 
" Yet II little sleep, II lietle slumber, Ii little folding of the hands to 
•• sleep! So bhalt tby poverty come like one that travcllcth, lind thy 
.~ WClutllkc a,n nrnlt.:d mnn."-Paoy. dh vi. yea. (j tu 11. 

THE passage chosen for my text is one of the most 
beautiful that ever was penned; and it contains all ex­
hortation and a warning of great importance to all per­
sons of both sexes and of aU ages in all the ranks and the 
callings oflife. Man ",as born for activity, for exertioll, 
and not to lie in a state like that of those creatures who 
appear to live for no other purpose than that of in­
creasing in bulk, merely to grow up out of the earth or 
its products, and, through ~omfl (~h:mnfll or othflr, to re­
turn to earth again. 

The causes of poverty and want are various. Some 
are wholly unavoidable; some arise from dissipation; 
lIome from downright wid:ednesli of disposition; but, a 

considerable part of all the want and misery that we 
witness in the world, arises from ~lugf5islmess; from 
that hateful laziness, that everlasting hunkering after 

Emmett
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rest, which is so well described and so strongly repro­
bated in the words of my text. 

It i~ surpril!ing, but not more surprising than true, 
thllt fI vir.e, anrI, indeed, a great sin, so hateful in itself, 
so injurious to the parties committing it as well as to the 
I"ornmllnity nf whi ... h they form a p"rt, !lmI so directly 

in defiance of the word of God, should, in this, and in 
many other countries, have found a sort of apology in 

the precepts as well as in the example of those who af­
feet n pnrtieular reg'l.fd for religiQ1J, 

'fhe hermits, the monks, the nuns, and aU the end­
less tribes of impostor! of ancient times, who iodulged 

in laziness at the expense of the industrious, affected pe-: 
cuJiar devotion to God, dedicated, all they termed it, 
their bodies to the Lord. As if the body of man can, 
ill auy way, L" tiU t.ruJy ueJi..:aLeu tv ill; .Maker Rl5 by it/! 
being m.ade to perf arm those futlctions't'Qf which it was 
manifestly jnoonde1t! As if God, who has fashioued 1I11l11 

for activity, who has ·made labour necessary to his health 
and even to his sustenance, should be pleased with, and 
should bestow his choicest rewards on, that part of hu· 
mall beings, who have made the least use of their limlJs, 
and who have contrived to exist on the labour of others 
by assu.ming the garb of superior piety! 

The. fanatics of our day are, only in another form, 
the successors of the hermits, the monks and the nuns; 
and, they are still more mischievous inasmuch as their 
teaching tends to produce sluggishness in others as well 
as to maintain it in themselves. To teach poople to 
rely on God, without, at the same time, teaching tltem 
that they are to use their own exertions, is to delude them 
to their ruiu. God has given the earth Rnd all the elew 
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ments; but, be has given nothing for our use uuaccom-. 
panied with· the positive and indespensible condition. 
that we shall, in every case, perform labour, of some 
!IIort or oth~r, i Tl l! grp.lltp.r or lp.~~ np.grp.p.. 

Yet, . by a misinterpretation, a· torturing, .an exag­
geration, or at· least, a misconception of the meaning, 

of those parts of the Bible, which spel:\k of the vanity 
and worthlessness of hum all exertions and worldly ClU'e!!, 

a persuasion has been implanted in many minds, that 
la.ziness, with ita natural consequences, rags andhullgcr; 

are not only not displearing to God, ·but are amol1gst 
the 8ure~t outward mad~e of hi$ especial grace. Why. 
human exertions and worldly cares are, wlien pushed be .. 
yUil\.l Ct::l'win Luumllj, vain and wOltble8!1, ceneurable ~md 

sinful. But, because, when a man's whole soul is bea* 
on accumulating wt::alth, for illMtam.;t;l; ,,,h~Jl ht:: labour!! 
beyond hisstrenglh, grudges himself necessary sr'stenance; 
and worries his mind with anxieties as to gain; beeaw!~ 
this is sinful, is there to be no labour, no care, at all? 
Are we to make no exertions and to make no prolVision ·f 
" Godfeedetlt the rave1lS," says Jesus Christ. In that 
].ltustration <?f his meaning the whole of his doctrine as 
to worldly cares and exertions is explained. God feedeth 
the ravens: that is to say, Uod hath given the FlWens 
wings and claws and beaks, wherewith to go in search 
of, to obtain, and to ~arry home, their food. He feeds 
man in precisely the same way; that is to say, by giving 
legs, arms and hands. 

Yet is there prevailing the delusive idea, that. soma 
how or other, food and raiment are to come by the 
favour of God, without bodily exertion. Plainly and 
in so many words, this is not, indeed, avowed. But, 
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the doctrine implies as much, And, the c()nsequen~& 
are, that,. where this species of fanaticism takes hold of 
the mind, cheerful exertion ceases. laziness and sloven· 
liness and carelessness succeed, and are hallowed with 
the name of trust in God. All vanities alOe carefully to 
he avoided; but of all human vanities, what is at once 
so mischievous and so despicable as for the sluggard tQ 

conceit himself a~aint, aud to deem the outward and 

visible marks of his sluggishness, as amongst the proofs 
of his inward and spiritual grace! 

When once this conceit gets into a dwelling the family 
is ruined; and, 0110 of its first effects is to producetkat 

sort of sluggishness which produces the habit of IQUing 
late in bed, the evil effects of which, more particularly, 
it is my intention now to speak: a.habit hostile to DR­

ture,injurioull to health, productive of wnnt and crimes, 

disgraceful to parents and ruinous to clJildren. 
To Jag in bed is against nature. The whole of the ani­

mals of the creation rise when they have had a sufficiency 
of n~Ii{. N um: of them live in bed. AmI, eXl,;ep" in 

cases ",here their security or the obtaining of their food 
absolutely requires them to retire to rest ill the day time, 
they rise at all times of the year, with the sun, or before 
him. We cannot st!e in the dark. Few things can be 
dODe in darkness. The day is the time for us to be 
Il.wake and to be active, and for us to take air. The 
body and the mind stand in need of repose during the 
twenty-four hours; and nature ali well as reason point 
out to us, that the night is the time for that repose. 

As to health, it is, ill the tl'lle sellse of the word, 
wholly unknown to the sluggard. He may exist in an 
absence of acute pain; a naturally good constitution 



THE t!J~tJGGARD. 111 

may even give him long life; but still he cannot enjoy 
that which is worthy of the name of h~alth. The 
morning air is the great invigorator of the body and 
8UStainer of the animal ~pirit. \Vhether in towns or ill 
the country, the morniug, the three first hours after 
the dawn of day, is the time to breathe the air freely. 
What life, what animation, activity and gaiety do we 
perceive. in all living creatures, early ill the morning; 
CQIIlpared with their state at the setting of the Bun! 
What a difference do we ourselves feel in the air of the 
morning, if we then rise, compared with that which we 
meet if we I·i.~p. whfm the "'un is three hourg high! 

But, . if our gelleralhcalth be greatly iluured by 
$Iuggishness ill the morning, how much does ollr sight 
suffer from the evening comequences ! So notoriously 
injurious is. artificial light to the eyes, that, when they 

are, from whatever cause, become feeble, the first step. 
towards a cure is to shun such light. It is, in commen:­
dation of learned men, said, that they have" wasted 
much of midm:gltt oil;" that i~ to Bay, that they- have 

»tudied until late in the night. A poor compliment, 
the place of which would be honourable to them 
ilupplied by that of their having daily seen the morning 
dllWII. It i!! agaiullt ull n~UIiUll lIulllll experience to 
believe, that the mind can be as clear and as strong at 
midnight as at the hour of rising; and, pcrhaps,no 
lDlaU portion of the confusedness, feebleness and folly 
of the matter which we find in things going under the 
name of books, is to be ascribed to the circumstance of 
its having been of. midnight origin. We all know from 
repeated and again repeated experieuce, that a thing 
which we in vain endeavour to call to our recollection 
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in the evening, will, at our ri6ing in the morning, occur 
to us at once and cause us to be surp1'ised at the over 
night's forgetfulness. It has occurred to ill numerable 
persons to have but a confused notion of a thing in tbe 
evening, and, withmlt any new effort, to see the same 
thing clearly the next morning. This clearly shews, 
tha.t the morning is the time for th~ labolus of the 
mind as well as for the luhomR of 'the body. What 
confidence then, can be placed in the studies and deli­
hP..rationR of those who tum day into night? ,Who 
begin the employment of the mind, when loads of 
food and drink, and a mixture of confused sounds, 
have rendered its workings like those of chaos? When 
the management of either families or nation !I (which. 

are only congtegations of families) fall, unhappily, 
into such hands, what have they to expect bu! error, neg­
l~gence-, confusion and all the consequences of misrule 1 

Let it not be imagined, that, 80 that we pass only 

a certain number of' hours in bed, it is no matter, as 
.to our health, of what part of the twenty fQur they 
consist. It matters very much. The lIwming air 
bJ'al:e~ the lIerve~, I:'ltrengthenll the fraffle, and keeps 

the mind clear. By lengthening our day at the other 
end, we lose that 'which is to be found only at . sun-rise 
and a short time after, The body and,mind-mutuaily 
act upon each other. TIJt: plea:!lure~ whidl tbe Dlwn­

iJlg affords to the mind assist in giving force to the 
frame; and that force communicates itself to the mind. 
Even drunkards, who ha\-e been early risers, have had 
lon~ life; but, such as have been Sluggards as well 
as drunkards have seldom lived out half their days. 

Howevel', though life i~ precious with health ahd 
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though without health it .W! worth little, it is in a moral 
point of view that early rising is of the most impor­
tance. He who does not rise early can never make any 
great exertion for any length of time. I t can be in 
few cases that a man does that at once, )Vhich is to 
cli'cidp his fate in life. His fortune, his fame, his meanll 

l()f existence even, must generally depend on often-re­
peated, or long-continued e.l£ertion. There must be, 
in.the greater part of cases, a series of acts; a trial of 
peneveranee. Of how much importance is- it, then, to 
crowd as many acts and as much effect as p(J8sible into 
the ipace of every day? 

The day, which does not begin till three hours after 
othe "un is up ill not a dO.If. It is only 8 part of one, 

'/lDd that part not the best. If the employment be of a 
mental nature, the under/;tanding i:! 1I1ow at any tim .. 

<compared to what it is in the morning early; and, it is 
a. fact as notorious as is that of' the existelice of the 

world, that, in the affairs of bodily labour,· an hour 
_rly in the morning is worth two or three after the 
middle of the day. The man who j~ not up with the 
lark is always l)ellind hand. He is never 7'ead.'l, never 
to,liis word. If his wen~being depend on the good­
will of others, he can bardly hope· to maintain that good 
will, utW.ess he be punctual to his engagements; and 
puncttJality and late rising are wholly incompatible. 
To the hu"baudman sl~ggishness is certain ruin; and, 
iadeed, to every other man who has others to whom to 
,give commands. If the master be stiring, all stirs, and 
all.lhrives; but, if he yield to H a little more slumber," 
all.. slumbers, anu nothing prospers; nothing is suc­
C'esful; nothing ,,"'ears t.heface of promise. Could ~ 
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ascertain with precision, the causes of the decline of aU 
Inf'.Jl whom we han'l before "pen in pO""R~!li(}n of abun­

dant means, we should nud no very imall part to IMve 
had their origin in sluggishness gellernliy, and more 
eepeciaHy iu that species of sluggiihlless which' i. 
+ .. \Viol.,>ed in late rising. 

The quantit.1J oflabour, of which we are capable,i. 
greatly diminished by beginning it late in the day; 
hut, the quality of it also is diminished. Nothing, if 
done in hastc, is done 'ao well as it might be done. 
How many excuses do' we make for the .badness of our 
work, 011 account of it" baving been dOllC ill a hurr!! / 
And, how often does this burry arise from the" folding 
of the hands to sleep" in the morning! When the 
sluggish master does rise, at last, all is bustle, and, it is 
lucky if anyone escape his reproaches. He finds all 
behiqd-hand; he finds nothing right; he well knows 
that the fault is !lis own; but, he, conscious of bis 
indisposition to correct himself, throws tbe blame on 
others, and uses his power to disguise from them and 
from himself too, as far as }lOssible, the shame which 
justly belongs to himself, 

Night-fall always finds the sluggard busy, and yet 
makes him retire teeming something undone that ought 
to have been completed. Hence he is never happy, 
never pleased, never really satisfied; and, all whQ are 
!l0 unfortunate as to be, in any degree,. dependant on 
his will or power, lead miserable jives. No slugprd 
u a cheerful man; in health, or trouble of some sort, 
is always preying upon his mind; and, therefore, be j~ 
It dun companion, a gloomy inmate, a worthless ser­
,.ant, and a most disagreeable master. 
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By throwing our labours on the laUer part of the 
day,· great additional expense -in the performance of 
them is occasioned, even in cases where they can, by 
artificial· light, be performed at all. Every hour of 
day-light that is lost, or exchanged for candle-light, by 
the in-doors tradesman, causes, in proportion to the 
magnitude of the ''fork performed, a positive additi­
onal expense, besides the loss from inferiority of work­

manship and from various other causes. In the ma­
nagement of a family the case is nearly the same. 

And, if. a family consist gf any considerable number of 
persons, the expense of linpporting it by candle-light 
exceeds that of supporting it by day-light in the amount 
of many pounds ill the year. 

The sluggard mllst drive off his hours for taking 
refreshment. ~leal after mea) ill deferred", till a large 

part-of the time spent in eating and drinking consists of 
houfs of darkness. Hence come 'waste, and destruc­
tion in all BOrts of ways.. When we consider the mere 
rU6t1'1lCtion of useful dliug!S, ari!Sing {rum a life by 
t8ntUe-light or lamp-light, we almost regret, that the 
invention was ever discovered. In cases wherejire is 
neeeflsary on account of climate o~ weather, what an 
addition to the trouble and expense arises from tbe 
keeping of late hours! In the moming activity renders 
attificial warmth less necessary than it is wben the body 
is without motion; and, from this cause alone, how 
many millions are annually wasted, and how many 
families helped on to their ruin! The habit of late 
hours, like all adler evil habits, steals on us by de­
grees. ltplaces·usmuch by thejire-side, to which we 
bec-:ome more and more attached, till, at last, we quit it 

G 
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with the greatest reluctance, even to remove to that bed, 
which is its rival in our affections. Fire, as a thioS 
merely to give us warmth, is, at the "ery best, a Qe­

cessary evil, and a very great evil too. Ought we Dot, 
therefore, to render it as little as possible in degree 1 
Ought we voluntarily, and against our own manifest in­
terest, to augment it? The excuse for sitting up late 
frequently is, that we are lIot disposed to sleep. This, 
which in tiltle l,lecomes a species of malady, hal! an ob­
,·ion" and instant cure ill early rising: for, let it be well 
borne in mind, that to lie awake, is not the same as to rillt. 

Late hour~ !'lrP. thp. r.hip.f r.allse of that destructive 
practice gaming, which is at once the companion, the 
twin brother, and the rival of drunkenness. To game 

ill the morning is seldom seen, even amongst the 
wretches who make gamillg a trade; and, as to tbe 
rudime1lts of this I!pecies of profligacy, they are uai­
fonnly acquired. by the nre-side, while waiting for that 
ISleep, which refuses at an early hour to lay its weight 
UII the eye-lids of the morning slccpcr. Gaming hall 

/i-alld for its b~sis. The motive is to get from another 
a part, 01" lh~ whule, of what he bas, without yielding 
him any thing in return. The ruinous coneequencell of 
gaming are too notorious to be dwelt on in the way of 
giving illfornlation, and they are of too great magni­
tude to ~cupy a side place in the enumeration of evils; 
But, that it is the duty of parents and masters to pt"e­

vent gaming in their families is evident enough; while 
it i~ equally evident, that late hQllfS constitute the 
greatest of all temptations to that ruinous vice. The 
child that rises with the sun needs no cards to bring 
un the .time for it to go to deep. 
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And, has tbe master of a family nobody but children 
whose welfftre is committed to his charge? He has 
apprentices, he has servants, to whom he owes his.. 
example, while he has duties to demarid from them. It 
is in vain to work solely by precept; it is in vain for 
the sluggard to extol the benefits of early rising. He 
must rise himself, or be may hold his tongue. If the 
master of a family keep such hours !IS necessarily pro­
duce gaming and dissipation, who but himself has he 
to blame, if he have nell:lectful~ profligate and thip.ving 
servant.e; if his substance be wasted, and he himself 
ruined? 

Clearly true as all this is, obviolls as are the evils of 
8luggishness, it is bllt too true, that this vice, along with 
general luxury and effeminacy, have been, for years; 
slowly, but constantly, crp~ping over the whole commu­

&it,; and, though we well know, that it is a vice, which 
), :oot to be cured hut by grp.at suffering, even that suf­
fering is, in such a case, to be hailed as a biessing. 
The Sluggard ml.!st, ill some way or other, be fed by 
the labour of other mell: somebody mllst suffer for his 
laziness: wife, children, neighbours, his country; 
somebody must do more than . they olIght to, if he do 
legs. There is no state of riches that justine! ·tln: !llug­

gard: if he live on his own means, he is contemptible, 
but if his indlilgenec be at the cxpcll~e of otlu::rM, he is 
criminal: he is a drone that eats when he gathers not i 
itwor!le thAn nothing in the creation, alld very little 
short of a robber. 

If left to depend on his own exertions he speedily 
reeeives his due reward. From one step to another he 
proceeds, Lill, ill la.:;l, the very bread is wanting to him. 

G 2 
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u Hill p'Jver~y shall come like one that travelleth .and 
his want like an armed man." His poverty shall ap­
proach him gradually, and, at last, his want shall be 
irresistible anrl shnll hring him dmvll, whilfi there ill no 
lHmd to raise and no heart to pity. When we see the 
illdustrious man 8inking there are few so cilllous as not 
to wish, ,'at the least, to hold him out some support; 
:mfl, if from want of ahility ia his neighbours, he find 

Ilot efficient support, he is consoled by their compas­
sion. But, wben the Sluggard sinks, not a hand moves, 
and not a tOl1gU~ is heard but to acknowledge the jus­
tice of his fate. God has fed him as he feeds the ra­

UlIS: he has given him the means of obtaining food, 
and he has neglected und rejected those means. The 
wry basis of civil society is, that it shall produce good 
to the whole, and that no man ~hall ~utrer f10Ul absolute 

want of food and raiment. But, then, there is this 
condition, equally clear and imperative, that no man 
sh all hOe maintained in his sluggishness by the toil of 
the industrious; for, without this qualification the 
principle of claim to relief would lie intolerably 
IIlljUSt. 

In many cases the ruined and fallen man has igno­
rance to plead; but the sluggard has no such apology. 
The light, the darkness, every living thing, the very air 
he breatlies; all nature; all that he see~, hears and 
f('els; every thing urges him to rise with the sun, and to 
make, in time, due provision for his want!>. Like the 
unt, he stands in need of no guide, overseer or ruler; 
·but, he needs the industrious disposition of that labo­
riOlfs and persevering little creature, which, if you scatter 
!).broad the whole of its dwelling and its stores, goes, 
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instantly, cheerfully and patiently to \vork to gatllcr 
them together again, and carries along at each load 
four or five times the weight of its body. What a 
reproach to the sluggard! With all nature thus inces­
santlyaffordil1g him precepts, warning him of the COll­

sequences, what excu~e has he? What claim has' 
he, when poverty overtake him, to assistance or com­
passion? 

When we view sluggishness in all its characteristics 
and <efi'e<!ts, we <:annot hut wonder, at fir"t thought of 

the matter, that there. should be, in the whole world, 
such a being QS a sluggard. It is, therefore, of im­
portallce to trace this disgraceful vice to its cause. 
Some men are naturally more slow ill their movements, 
les& animated, than others; but, for a man to be a real 
sluggard, there must be a cause contrary to nature. 
Jl.nd, that cause we shall, in almost C\'ery instance, 
filld iu ,th~ evil e;r;umple, or crimill'al illdulgellCe of 

parents, or masters. The sons und daughters of slug­
gards ~il1, if m)t. separated from them at a very early 

age, be sluggards as surely as the yOUllg ones of the 
drone will seek to live 011 the honey of the bees. 

To expect of sluggish parents to teach their chiluren 
industrious practises would be to set reason at defiance. 
To exhort them to it would be to cast reproach on the 
parents themselves. But, industrious parents, through 
a mistaken kindness, may send forth into the world, a 
race of Sluggards. Something assuming the name of 
fondness, in the mother, and which,· perhaps if tho-
roughly examined, is unworthy of the name j this, 
joined to the wallt a/firmness in the father, have but 
too often sent a brood of Jazy children from beneath 
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the roof 'of industriou!> parents. H ow careful, then, 
ought parents to be; how vigilant in watching their 
own cOllduct in this respect! 

'fhp ",inglp mnn has little to. ('are about. Food and 

raiment for himself are all he wants. But, the father 
of n family has duties to perform of a very important 
and sacred nature; and, if he neglect these, his pro­
fessions of rdigion will, as they ought, Il\'ail him little. 
To have children was his own voluntary act, and in 
that act, he contracted an obligation, not only to use 
all the means ill his power to supply those children with 
all thiugs lleceBBary to bodily health and decency of 

appearance, but also to preyent them from being, when 
grown up, uad men and women. 

If suffered to lead a sl uggish life, what must be their 
fate when they go forth iuto the wvdJ? N(I matter 
what be their calling in life, they must, except by mere 
accident, go amollgst those who will judge of them 
solely by their merits; who will valu~ them according to 
their worth; and will take the services they are able 
:tllll willing to render as the standurd of that worth. 
What gentleman, what farmer, what merchant, what 
employer of 'any description should find an inducement 
or should have inclination to furnish a sluggard with 
f'Ood, raiment and money'/ People give part of their 
substance to others ill exchange for something good 
which they receive, or expect, fl'O~l those others. No 
man hires another to help him to eat, urink and sleep. 
And, this should be borne in mind hy all who have to 
work for their bread; especially hy pm'ellts. 

What gentleman will conti de his house, his garden. 
his horses, or any thing in which he takes a delight, or 
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on whieh he sets a value, to 000 whom he finds to be a 
sluggard'r What merchant, what trader, will dare 
turn his back, leaving his affairs to one who need~ 
dragging from his bed in the morning? ''''hat farmer 
can commit the life of even a hen or a duck. to a slu~­
gard'1 And who is to be expected to he the servant of 
Ius servant, to rouse hill~ in the morning and follow him 
throughout the day '1 If any accident lead a son into 
the military or naval servIce, severe indeed is the proces~ 
by whkh hi" cure ill effected! The probability ill, 
that, to avoid the means of cure, he exposes him­
self to an ignominious end, the lamentations at 

which the parent ought to mix with reproachefl 011 

himself,' 
In the case of females the danger is still greater; for 

here, cleanliness and neatness of IJCraon arc not only 

proper but requisite; and whoever saw a sluggish 
woman that watJ not a ~lut in her bouse and a. slattern 

in her person? Who will choose to eat or to wear after 
the hands of such a woman; and 3 bove all things, who, 
unless he be worthless himself, will choose such a 
woman for his wife? 

And, ought parents, tilen, to call it kindness, fOlld­
!leiS, indulgence, when they are laying tbe foundation 
of sluggishness in their children '1 Is it a proof of 
love to iusure the best possible chance of ruin to the 
object? The swarms of unhappy creatures, thieves 
and prostitutes, that we behold in great cities, were not 
born thieves and prostitutes. They are not such by 
nature any more than other people, 'fhey have been 
brought to the lowest stage of vice by degrees, and, in 
numerous cases, the first step has been either inculcated 
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by the example or encouraged by thfl indulgence of 
parents. These Imhappy persons ehietly consitllt of 
turned~o1f clerks, shopmen, and servants, who, in the 
til8t instance, have h"en diu'arded on account of their 
neglect of some part of their duty. roJ', who that pay. 
f.w services 00 lIot require services for their money 1 

Ollce, twice, tbrice, the master may rouse a sluggish 
~f>rVfint in finy capacity; but, in time, the most patient 

and forbearing becomes w~ary; and, even if his com­
passion Inoorvene and makc hilll clldm'c beyond the 

common measure of endurance, he does the painful 
thing, he, at last, sends the sluggard to fold his hands 
ebewhere, not without reluctance after all, but from 
!"heer llecessit!J: he must discard him, or his affairs.· 
mu~t stand still: in place of being a help, the sluggard 
is every where a hurden. 

But he has" a good character." He is hOI/est, so­
her and civil. Very good, so far; but it is services, it 
is activity, it is to do sometlting, for which he is again 
wanted; and, ill a short time, he is again found wanting 
in this, the great purpose for which he has been sought 
after and contracted with. N or, if we come fairly to 
the point, is it hOliest to be a sluggard and neglei:t 
to do tbat which we are paid for doing. To deiraud 
all employer of the labour or care due to him is, iu the 
eye of morality, as had as to defraud him of his coin 
or his goods; the only difference being, that, in 
the former case, there is frequently breach of trust as· 
well as fraud. The defence, or redress, that the em~ 
pluyer has is to ul'oid the sluggard, or, discard him; 
und, the application of this remedy by successive em~ 
ployers seldom fails to make the poverty of the sluggard 
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advance with steady and rapid steps, and to bring horrid 
want fo stare him in the face. 

'\-Then parents see their ehildren brought to this state, 
:ll)d into those other melancholy situations to which 
poverty naturally tends, they seldom carry tht'ir'reflec~ . 
tions back to remote cnuses. If they were to be just 

enough to do this, their self-reproaches would he a 
warning to thosc who witnessed them. The man for 

common life, is fashioned soon aftei' he quits the cradle, 
Hi:! habit~ then begin i and they generally fn~tcn them­

selves on him for even the longest life. How imPortant, 
then, how sacred, are the duties, and how u.wful the 

responsibility, of parents! But, how great also the 
compeill!ULiull! Guo:at IUC tIm cale~; but, there is not 

one of these cares, which, if duly exercised, is not re-' 
paid by the l'flmPtJrily whidl it telld~ tu give tv the; 
aft'ai.J:8 of the parent. "He that gathereth in harvest· 
., is a wise son; but he that :sleept:th in harvest is II SOIl· . 

(( that causelh his father shame." )lut, if the son' 
sleep in harvest, is it not the father"s fault? 

From their earliest days children should be accns­
tomed to rise with the sun; and, at a very few years· 
old, to have labour or care of some kind imposed npon 
them. The things they learn wheu at tilat age, if to' 
the instruction the pract£ce be added, they never forget; 
It requires no pains, no exertion, no expense to make' 
children rise with the lark and imitate the ant in in­
dustry. But, then, you must begin betimes, and keep· 
steadily 00. In a few years they become of great 
value in point of earnings. A boy thl\s reared up is 
more trust-worthy at ten years of age than a sluggisn 
youth at eighteen. "Vhat a difference is this in the 

G .5 
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situation and circumstances of the jiarents even in t,be 
son's boyish days; awl what a difference when he be­
~ome8 a man ~ 

The twig is to be trained in the right direction when 
!fOung and when verY,l!oUllg, too, or, it must take its 
chdnce. The child of seven years old, who has never 
known what it was to be ill ued after day. light, will 
never, unless paius be taken to corrupt him, be a slug­
gard. . And, is it not then, true kindness, true fondfle'8, 
to make a· child begin its life with early rising? Is it 
!;lot also a duty due from pareuts ; and) will the neglect 
Qf this important duty .ttud an apology in any thing 

drat their miruls can invent? 
~'hcn the apostle says, that men are. to be judged 

hy their works, he certainly means something that the.'I 
are to do. Something in the way of action; and not 
~ mere forbearance from evil deeds. To abstain from 
doiug wrong is bot to do what is right. Works are 
acts, ano, in common life, they must more frequently 
,"umi:;t uf audil!! C,tcrt ium; very ",ell kuowll 1I1llJ. uu­

neCE:ssary to be defined. And, if we neglect these, 
and panicularly if we neglect to telll.:h them to our 
ooi),lren, dQ we vainly imagine, that we make com pen­
lltion by passing a large portion of our time in the 
.:ee.ding of Tract.~ and the singing of Hymns? Yet, 
IH how mnch lazine~s: how much neglect, how much 
want, tilth and misery, are these at once the cawe and 
the fancied excuse! 

"What have YOIl done in the world 1" and not 
" wbat have you thought orprqfessed to think I" wiU, 
doubtless, be the question. And what al/S'wer is to be 
made by him or her, who has spent the better part 
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of the day-light of life in drowsiness and laziness, ex­
erting even the thinking fantltics only for the purpol:le 
of di!!covering the means of securing food and raiment 
out of the fruit of thp. Iahollr of othf>"';? Cfln any 
reasonable creature believe, that merely to believe, or 
to profess to believe, no matter what the thing helieved, 

is to form a compensation and satisfaction for a IIeglect 
of hi!! real duties us servant, muster or parent '/ It ill 
au abuse of word~ to call that serving God, which pro ... 
duces a neglect of the means of sustaining onrselves 
and our families; for, in our very organization, to ~ay 
nothing of God's commands and of ,til his caution1l 

against slothfulness; in our very organization, we find 
the proof of the duties of diligence and care; and to 

perform those duties well and truly is the very tirst ser· 
vi<::t: that GUll It:ql\in~3 at OUI l.alllh. 

Look, therefore, upon those to be impostors who 
would persuade you, that, to be religious you must 
neglect the means of obtaining an abundance of food 
and raiment; that to secure heaven hereafter, you 
must be poor, ragged, am! almost die with hunger; 
that, to be a child of grace, you must be a moving 
Msemblage of skin and bone, distressing to the sight 
aud offensive to the smell; that God delights in slug· 
gards, slovens and slut8, when you Cllll sca~cely read 
ten verses in the books of his laws which do not contain 
some command or other strictly enjoining industry, 
deanliness and decency, and promising to bless with 
abundance tbe labours and cares of those who obey 
th08e commalld5. 

Let.the mother, for instance, who has yielded to thM 
pernicious, sluggard-creatillg fanaticism, think, eveu 
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now, of the account that she will have to render. 
"Lord, 1 have served thee most constantly. My 
" tougue has 110t ceased to sing hYlllns to thy praise 
" and to groan Ollt Amen to the words of my piollS 
"guide. I lJa\'c ca~t aside all worldly cares; husband, 
" childrcn, all have been abandoned for the great ob­
" .icct of securing my precious and immortal soul. My 
" love of thee has left ill my, breast no room for affec­
" tion of any other kind; and, 1 have seell, unmoved, 
" my chilrlren in rags and tilth crying for that bread 
" whieh my husband's labonr brought, and with which 
" 1, fo,l' love of thee an!,l my own precious soul, fed Lhe 

" holy mall who repaid me with spiritual food. Poverty 
" I ilave hailed as a blel>~illg; Hill] Wllllt bas, been my 
" constant consolation. That time which worldlings 
"have be!!toweJ vu leaching their children to labour, 
" to rise early and to toil through the day, I have 
" ~pe1Jt i.1I thy !Service, reading and meditating on the 
" pious effusions of our spiritual guides. Tracts and 
" hymlls, and not the broom, the needle, or distaft~ 
" have been the utensils in my hands; and, such ha~ 
.. oeen my love of thee, and my anxiety to saw my 
" soul, that my heart has given to the winds even the 
" fate of my children, brought to an untiIllely end 
"thr~ugh that want of industry and care, which my 
" Jo\"e of thee prevented me from teaching them whe­
" ther by precept or example!" 

Monstrous as this is, it is what truth would demand 
from but too llIany mothers; and it is, in fact, what 
but t~o lIlany really say in their hearts. Let all such 
look well at the ,vords of my text. Let them deny that 
text to be tlte word (U· God; or h~t them confess, that 
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true religion cJmists ill imitating the ant and not the 
drone. At any rate, let them bear ill mind. that po­
verty and waut, disgrace and misery, are to be the lot 
of the sluggard. 

GOD'S VENGEANCE 

AGAiNST 

MURDERERS. 

Jes1ls 8!\id, Thuu .halt UU Uu mUlde,', Ml1tt, ch .. p, xlx •• er. lao 

)luRDER is a crime of so deep a die; it is 80 direct 
a violation of the l:eclillgs of humanity; it hus some-· 

thing in it so shocking to the very nature of mall, that, 
at 1iu,t thought, it would appear wholly UlInCCC33UlY to 

warn men against the commission of it; and indeed, 
delilJeraltlly tu Stlt about such warning, alld to remiud 

Illet! 'of God's denunciations against the murderer, 
would, Oll a (;UHiUIY view of the matter, "eem to be 

almost insult to a christian community. 
Unhappily, however, such warnings are nc(;eSl:lary; 

for we but tuo often see beings bearing the human 
form capable of dipping their hands in, human blood, 
monsters so unfeeling, so brutal, as wilfully and afore­
thought to cause, with their own hands, that death, 
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the bare sight of wlJiciJ even when proceeding from 
[ratural causes, is deeply afre~tillg to all but callous 
hearts. With such, indeed, all remonstrance would 
appear to be vain: tlJO!>c who arc deaf to the '..-oice 
of nature, will hardly listen to that of reason .. But, 
there are murdcrt!rs "ho do llot slay with their own 
b~lHls; and there 3re murders which arc perpetrated 
by meallS other than those of violence nf lllly .~ort ('nm­

witted on the body. Tbe murders of this latter de­
scriptioll, which arc by far the most llumerous, are not 
so ob\'ious, not so plainly SCCll, as those of the former. 
They are disguised from' the world; they admit of no 
judicial proof; they- escape the utmost vigilance of 1lU­
man laws; the), &d thc just vengcllllce of those laws at 

defiance; they are re'lcrved for the vengeance of God1 

hom whom the cool, deliberate, cruel and hypocritical, 
smiling murderer cannot hide eiLher his deeds 01' hi's 
thoughts. 

It is of imporlance, therefore, for us to come to a. 
deftr understanding of the full intent and meaning of the 
\vOI"d murder. "Thou shalt not kill," i~ one of God's 
command!!; but, that killing lllc:(Y lake place without 
IIturder is very clear, for; in the continuation of thOlie 
verry commands, it is provided, t1~at in some cases the 
punishment of death shall be itJiiicted; and, to fulfil 
these provisions of God's laws, there must be killing. 
\t is evident, therefore, that, to put men to death ac­
cording to laws which are just in tltemselves and im~ 
partial in their erecutioll, is perfectly agreeable to the 
law,S of God; and, indeed, we "ery well know, that 
JUch killing is unhappily llecessary to the safety of every 
(ommunity. Nor was MOSES a murderer, when: he 
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killed the brutal Egyptian and buried him in the sand. 
The cruel king uf E~ypt held the Hebrews ill slavery, 
and had commanJed that all their male children should 
be strangled in their birth. :Mo~es had been preserved 
by somethillg lit Ie 8hort of a miracle, and had, in a ~ecret 
mannf'r, IWf'n hrclllght lip to m~Il'~ Pl<tatl' !lrnong,Qt the 

:Egyptians; and Ii it came to pas~, ill those days, that 
" he went out unto his brethren and looked 0)1 t)lI:il' 

'I burdens." The sight of those, without any thing 
more, would naturally fiU his heart with indignation; 
but, white in this state of feeling, It he spied an Egyptian 
8mitillg one of his brethren," which seems to have 
been too milch for his high and noble mind to endurt'. 
He, therefore, having first looked about him and 5een 

that there was 110 one to make discovery of the daed, 
" sJew the Egyptii:lu aut! hid him in the sand." ~l~Ying 

the next day, reason to suppose that the ,thing WQuid 
be made known to the tyrant Pharaoh, he tied into 
another country. There, however, the God of his 
fathers found him, tending the flocks, and chose and ap­
pointed him to be the deliverer qfltis people. Whence 
we are compelled to conclude, that the killing of the ty­
NIlles instrument of oppression was not a criminal 
killing; and, of course that it was not a murder: but 
OOIlsonant with those laws of. God, which thiil very 
Moses himself afterwards promulgated to 'his delivered 
brethren. 

It is not, therefore, the mere act of killing, but the 
MtUt of -it, the motive, that we are to keep principally 
in view, when we are to determine, whether such killing 
00IDIe justly under the appellation of murder. And, at 

to themantter of the killing, it is evident that the ,ri· 
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mina/ness i" not in the least diminished by the circum­
s:ance of the deed lIot being effected by the killer's own 
hands or by those swiftly deadly meam which, at once, 
llad directly, assail the body of the object. 'Ybether 
the killing be perpetJ:.tted by our hands, or by those of 
other51 who llct l'lt our ill~tigation or in furtherall!'p. of OUl" 

well-known wishes; whether the killing be swift or slow; 
whether it be the dagger, the poisoned cup, or the with­
holding of food, of raiment, or of necessary care or 
aid, that· we make use of; whetllilr the attack be that 

of "Violence 011 the Lody itself, or that of more cruel tor­
ture illtlicted on the mind; still, wherever there i~ all 

unjust killing, there is, and must be, a murder, and he 
who cause"" or abeta, such killing, is a murderer. He 
may, indeed, in certain cases, and even in many cases,' 
be beyond· the reach of human laws j but, should his· 
hardened conscience leave him uutormented j should 
Jlt:,.be~idt:l'!, uy st:t;n::cy awl hypuClillY, e~capt: tllt:l:lx-, 

eeration of mall, the final puni~hmellt due to the mur­
dCi'er awaits him. 

Various arc the 'ways in which the horrid crime of. 
murder h perpetrawd. He who causes deat//' by unjust 
Ule9.nS, deliberately used, is a murderer, let those meanl 
be what tlley will. . To kill your enemy in war, for in­
litancc, is not murder; b:ut, to kill him, when he hus no 
IOllger the power of hurting you, is murder of the most 
base and detestable kind. Let liS remember the de­
nunciation of DAVID, whell on his death-bed,against 
JOAB, 1 Kings, ch. i. vcr. 5. "Thou know8ilt," says 
the dying king to his SOl1, II what J oab did to the two' 
" captains of the hosts of hrael, uuto Abner and Amasa,. 
" whQW he slew, and shed the b/rJod of war IN PEACE. 
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if Let not, therefore, his hoary head go do'ItJn to the 
" grave in peace." 

N or is the crime at all diminished by the using of 
.~lmlJ means to produce the death of those whom the 
chances of war ha\'c placed in our hands. If tbey die 
of disPlIsP; if they perish from hunger or cold; if, ill 
short, their death be caused by our ill treatment of them, 
they are murdered and 'we are murderers. \Ve shed the 

blood of war, in peace; aud the fate of the fen>cious 
.J oab ought to be ours. \Ve do not, like him, actually 

put the blood upon our girdle and in our shoes; but, 
we cause the death: and the only difforence is, that, 

what J oab effected openly, and by the sword, we effect 
by sccrClt, more cruel nnd m OI'C cowardly menns. 

All oppreswrs are murderers; and murderers too in 
the strict aellse of the word. For shall he be a mur­

derer who causes a single death, and he not a murdertlr 
who CaU5e5 milliolls to suffer and thoulSandll to die, and 

tbat, too, to grnti(v' his own ambition, avarice, prodi­
gality, or revenge? "The wicked sitteth in the lurkIng 
" places in the villages: i1l secret places doth he murdt>r 
" the iouoceut: hi:; eyes are privily set agaiust the poor." 
Psalm x. ver. B. Again in Psalm xciv. ,·cr. 6, " The 
" wicked slay the ,vidow und the stranger, and murder 
" the fatherless." Again in HOSEA, ch. vi. yer. 9, 
" As the troops of robbers wait for a man, so the corn­
u pan)' of priests murder in the way by consent:" that 
is to say, iu a deliberate and wilful manner, though, as 
we gather frolll the context, by means of lewd and pro­
thgate conduct. If a man, having the power, were to 
cause a particular island, or district, to be deprived of 
the means of subsistence, and, ill consequence, aU the 
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people of that island or district were to die of hunger, 
would not such a man be a murderer? .And, would not 
he be a murderer, then, who, by means only less ge­
neral, in their operation, were to cause any portion of a 

people to perish for want in the lDidst of plenty? Thill 
is precisely what the Psalmist has in his eye; this is 
the secret and base criule, which, in the .above-cited 
plliJlmgcs, he describes; .the offence whieh he justly 

calls murder, and on which he invokes the vengeance 
of God. 

Vain is the hope of him, who hopes to escape this 
ve;ugt:am;c uy ~k.uJkiJJg froll1 the dc::cu hillll;df, amI bJ 

t:ausing it to be committed by the hands, or through the 
illstrumentality of olliers. The laws of man hold, that 
he, who does a thing by anotlier, does the thing him­
selJ:. If I employ a ruffiau to k.ill my innocellt neigh­
bQUr, am J not the murderer of my neighbour? It is 
true that the rufiian iii a murderer also; but that by no 
means dimini~hes my crime, or take~ from me a par­
ticle of the hateful character illseparaule from that crime. 
Why, even PHARAUH and HEROD did not kill with 
their own lamds. The .lewish rabble, who so cruelly 
stnned STEPHE~ to death, were, indeed, murderers; 
but, were not the high priests and elders, who stirred 
the rabble up and urged them to the deed, murderer~ 

1Ilso'l The actual putting of JESt'S CHRIST to death 
wu.s committed hy the Roml1n soldiers; but, though 
they were murderers, was not PH,ATE aho a murderer, 
he who placed the victim in their hands, and ordered 
them to nail him to the cl'os~? Aud wus the crime of 
this base and corl'llpt judge wa8hed away by the water 
ill that hypocritical (:cremony, wherein he affected 80(-
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I'OW, and laid, as he appeared to hope, the shedding or 
innocent blood upon the head of the J eW8; the 'head of 
those despicable wretches, \\'ho ',vere under his absolute 
cootrol11, and whom lIP. trpatpil, in all other cases, as the 

slaves of the conqueror whose deputy he was '! 
But, ill order to ~onstitute murder, it is not Of'('p~~ary, 

that a positive order, or a (lirect instigation, pass from 
the chief murderer to his agent. To ha,'e.a clear right 

to charge a man with murder, we may 'stop far short of 
proof~ of this description. To conni1:e at unjust killing; 
tu be known to W£&lt for it even; either of tlrese is suf­
ficient (0 constitute murder. HENRY the Second did 

1I0t order the killing of the Billhop of Canterbury; he 
illstigated, dh'cctl!ll 110 one to commit the deed. But, 

it was known that he w.ished the death of that prelate; 
the prelate was killed; and, ill the tud tlll:: Kiug ycr­
fonned the most humiliating penance as a murderer. 
AllAR did not order the death of N ABOTH. lIe m­
!tigated nobody to kill him. He merely, when N aboth 
was dead, suilered the deed to 1'emain unpunished, and 
took possession of the vineyard which he ,vas known to 
covet. Yet, the instant he entered ,011 that possession, 
the punishment due to the IDmderer " as pronounoed 
upon him by the lips of the prophet: " I-l:tst thou kilkd 
" and also taken possession? Thus saith the Lord, in 
" the place where dogs licked ~he blood of X aboth, 
" shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine." The effeminate, 
the luxurious, the unprincipled and unfeeling king seem~ 
to have been stricken with fear; for he exclaimed, 
" Hast thoujound me, 0 mine enemy!" J<'ound thee, 
yes! What! didst thou think, that, because thou hadst 
b~ll wallowin~ in ease and luxury, while thy corrupt 
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nobles and judges were falsely accusing, were con­
demning on the oaths of perjured witnesses, were killing 
in the mo!)t cruel manner the innocent owner of the 
vineyard which thy whim or fancy had fixed on; didst 
thou think that because thy cowardice had restrained 
thee from shedding thy subjects' blood with thine OW11 

hands, thou wast lIot his murderer! 
Filld him! Yes; and, let every murderer, who com­

mits his bloody deeds by the hands of others, bear in 
mind the punishmtnt of this luxurious, cruel and das­
tardly king. Even his family were to be wholly cut off. 
" Him that dieth of AJIAR in the city, dogs shall eat; 
" and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the 
" air eat." ] Kings, ch. xxi. ver. 24. We find in Holy 
\Vrit, denunciations against murderers of no other de­
scription 80 awful as those against this murderer by de­
puty. And when we come duly to consider the matter, 
the crime well merited this distinction. AHAB was the 
chief magistrate. It was his duty, in return for the 
rase and I5plellllour that he enjoyed, to watch without 
ceasing over the property and lives of his 8u~jects. He 
had, in this case, seized on the former and destroyed 
the latter. So far from punishing the murder of his 
innocent subject, he had applauded it; not, indeed, in 
direct terms,' he had not openly thanked the murderers; 
hut, those thanks were too clearly inferred from his 
silence on the suL.i~ct, and from his eagerly profiting 
from the death of the murdered party. It was his duty, 
his bounden duty, to punish the murderers; and by that 
lIleans to prevent, as far as in him lay, murders in future. 
lIe had ample power to do this; and, therefore, in ad­
dition to the crime of this murder, there was on his head 
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th!,l.t of causing other murders, that of giving his royal 
countenance to the commission of this horrible crirqe. 
And how was he to be suitably punished without ex­
tending the punishment to the whole of his wicked race? 
The streets of the city had been stained with the blood 
of his inllocent and virtuous subject; dogs had licked 
llis blood, and dogs were to lick the blood of Ahab i 
but, the hloon of thi,; ('ontpJnptible beiog alone was 

110t sufficient to satisfy diviue vengeance, which was 
therefore extended to liis very race. 

The laws of God are very minute in di~criminatil1g 
between differont degrees of crime. Some crimes nrc 

to be atoned for without the loss of life; but, the mut'­

derer is always positively excluded from any and from 
all mitigation of punishment. "Moreover, ye shall 
u take 1/0 8ati~f(lctioTt for the },fe of il l1lurd~It:1" w,uidl 
" is guilty of death, but he shall be 8urely put to death." 
The sin of lj:ing AHAB was, therefore, eo()rmou!!; he 
was a murderer, and also a screener (if" murderers. The 
authOlity IlmI puwt'r, with ",hid. he had been invested 
tor the protection of the lives of his subjects, he made 
use of t~ protect their murdel'ers; and, what good mau 
does 110t rejoice when he hears the detected Illnd alarmed 
tyrllot . exclaim: H Hast thou found me!" What a 
warning to those, in whatever state of life they may be 
placed, who commit this horrid deed by the hands of 
pthers, and whoiudulge the hope of escaping punishmellt 
l;Iecause their own hands have oot been imbrued in the 
victim's blood! 

But, to merit the punishment due to the murderer, it 
is Aot necessary that we. profit from the deed, or that 
we wish it to be committed. Not to punish it, if we 
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have the power, makes us partakers in the crime, which 
we I".ommit also, if we, hy whatevpr meam, enrlellvour 

to screen the actual murderer; for, in either of t_ 
eases we adopt the crime; we take it to our bosoms j 

we commit it in our hearts. The governor of Pensyl-' 
vMlia, who pardoned two wilful and cruel murderers on 
their way from the scene of their conviction to the jail 
door, was, indeed, less horribly criminal than AHAB ; 

but, did he not adopt their bloody deed; and did he 
not become a participator in their crime ~ . If we k.now 
of a murder having been committed, and make it not 
known to those who have the power of punishment in 
their hands, we are deemed, even according to human 
laws, participators in the crime. What, then, must he 
the guilt of those who possess that power, if they them­
selves screen the murderer j if they make use of their 
power to secure his impunity, instead of insuring his 
pnnishment ! 

Let them 110t flatter themselves, that they deceive 
even man, much less God, by giving the name of merc~ti 
to this perversion of their power. Mercy must operate 
to prevent 8everity; and what is so severe as the rour· 
derer's deeds, which must necessarily I?e encouraged 
and increased ty,even the hope of finding protection, 
where, according to all laws, human and divine, punish.­
ment signal and certain ought to be their reward? To 
{'{)courage murfler, in any shape or in any degree, is to 
be guilty of cruelty unqualified; to screen the murderer 
it, to gi,"c that encouragement; it is to call al~lId for 
the use of the dagger, the knife, the poisoned bowl, 
and the mid-night torch; and, if it be possible to add 
to iuch a crime, the addition can be made only by com-
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mittiog the criJ.ne under the hypocritical pretext of 
3hewlllg mercy. 

Those murders, however, which are the most worthy 
of our attention and watchfulness. are such as elude, in 
most cases, the eye of man, and admit of no proof suffi ... 
cient to make the offender amenable to human lawso 
If St. Paul had died in prison, or had been drowned 
at sea while a prisoner, would not the Roman governors 
have been murderers? The effect being distant from 
the cause, we are too apt to lose sight of the crime; but, 
Paul having been held in bonds unjustl!!, his deatb, 
cluJojng the time that be was in those bonds, would ho.vQ 

made his persecutors, and especially those who had un­
justly imprisoned him, murderers. "r e 1!hould, there" 

fore, look well to our ways, whed, by any means we 
acquire power to do any thing, which, even by pos!i­
bility, may affect the lives of ollr neighbours. If front 
false witness, or from perverted law, our neighbour-lose 
bis life, though the immediate cause of death be distant 
from l.lS, the false witnesses or the unjust judges lJ1e 
Ultlrderers, and murderers, too, "ilful and deJiberltte; 
It is no excuse to say, that they did not mean actuall) 
to kill the victim. So says the nig\1Hobber, when, in 
a struggle for the gold, he kills the owner. He ouly 
wanted the gold, he did not want the owner's life. But, 
so.far is ·the law from countenancing such an eXClliIt', 
that, in the act of breaking in by night, it presumes, as 
a.matter of course, the design to kill, and it justl! inflicts 
the punishment of death accordingly, which pun,isbment, 
even by the bands of the owner himself, is justified by 
the laws of God. 

Now, night-robbery is by no means so base an act, 
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so deliberately and manifestly foul and wicked, as the 
giving of false witness, Of the prnuouncing of an unjust 

judgment. And, though tIle effect may not be imme­
diate deat.h, ann In!'!)' not produce death at all; still the 
crime admits of 110 extenuation:. for, what are the na­
tural consequences of banishment, or seclusion, from 
friends, wife, children, parellts, and all that renders life 
dear to man? If the natural and almost unavoidable 
consequences ;,tre disease, desIJair, torment of mind, 
death, or insanity, worse than death itself, how are tilt: 

guilty parties to hope to escape that vengeance whichl 
is the murderer's due? Let all those, tllt:r~fure, who 
have any portion of power to exercise over the lives of 
their neighbours, look v. ell tv what they do in that. ca­
pacity; and 110t from indolence or ti'om fear of man, do 
that which may subject him to the awful consequences 
of a misuse of that power. Let them remember, that, 
tlH"ro~h Lh~jr eariO an) lIut to be annoyed by the plaintive 
accents of their unfortunate fellow-creature, whose 
living body they have condemned to a grave, those ac­
cents will find their way to that God of justice who has 
vellgeance in his hands, and who has declared that the 
murderer shall 1I0t 'see everlasting life. 

If sllch,. if so scrupulous, ought to be our conduct 
towards our neighbour, that is to say, towards men in 
general, what ought our conduct to be towards those 
more immediately dependent upon us, and those con­
llected with U! by ties of blood or of contract, and whose 
Jit'es depend, in many cases, upon our doing our duty 
lJy them, and whose death is the probable consequence 
of a neglect of that duty'l When those, whom to sup­
I'ly with food and raiment is our duty as masters or as 
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persons having the guardianship of the indigent com­
mitted to our care i when those persons die from want, 
can we deceive ourselves so far as to believe that we 
are not murderers, that is to say, if we have with­
held from th~m that which was necessary to sustain 
life? When, from harsh and repulsive conduct in us, 
we have made the hapless creatures afraid to put forth 
a statement of their wants i when we have, from ac­
companying our scanty relief with reproaches, if not with 
blows, driven the distressed mortals to wanrip.r fmm 
door to door, and, at last, to expire under hedges or 
upon the pavement of the city; or, to use their small 
remains of strength and of intellect in satisfying the 
c.~llving~ of hungl'r by force or by fraud, and, therebJr, 
bringing themselves to an ignominious death; whea 
either of these is the result of the non-performance Of 
our duty, let us not deceive ourselves by not tracillg.the 
effect back. to the cause; for, in the latter cllIIe the' of~ 
fence against the law is ours and not theirs; and in. 
both cases, wherever death is the effect of our mis­
conduct, though the laws of man cannot reach us, the 
laws of God dcclare us to be murderers; seeing that 
this case is procisely that which is in the contemplation 
of the PSALMIST, when he says, that H the wicked 
H murders the innocent, that his eyes are privily set 
It again~t the poor; that. he slay.!! tilt: wiul.Jw and the 

" stranger, and murders the fatherless;" he evidently 
does not allude to murders committed by the sword 

. or by the knife; but to those unseen kz'Uings, which 
are e1fected by the unjust· and cruel denying· of 
food and raiment to the indigeut part of our fel,. 
low-creatures; and to which food and raiment they 

H 
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are as much entitled as the rich man is to his houses 
ruld lands. 

The wretched and forlorn creature, brought down to 
the grave by disease engendered from a want of the 
necessaries of life, is but too generally regarded as 
having expired from a natural cause. The real cause 
is so distant from the effect, that it is not perceived, 
even by the unfortunate victim himself. But tllat cause 
is not hidden from the eyes of God, who, by the 
mouths of his servants and prophets and apostles, from 
olle end of the Dible to. the other, warns the rich, and 
oIl persons in authority, again5t opprellsioDIl and neg:­

leet of the poor. Against doing any thing that has a 
tendency to hUlllble, to lliua51l, and tQ i,~ul·e theill. Sv 
complete is the word of God as to this point, that, 
dll:1l"!i;h it Itri~tl'y furbiul! Blealing, it lia;ys expressly, iu 
Proverbs, ch. vi, ver. SO, " Men do not despise a 
thief if he steal to satisfy his Soul10hen he is hungNf." 
This law is not in operation, where the rich (rom theic 
~uperabundance are ready to satisfy the calls of hunger 
ill the roor; and especially where the law of the 1aad, 
as is the case with us, benignantly provides sustenance 
for every human being in a destitute state. But. 
this benignant law must be faithfully executed ~ 
those in whose hands the execution is lodged; or, 
it becomes, not a protection to the poor, but u.e 
nleans of most grievous oppres!lion, of endley . dis­
~Sel!, of sufferings Dot to be described,. of deaths 
premature, a,nd innumeralfle; and, let not those de­
cei\'e themselves, who are the original cause of these 
melancholy. efi'ecis; for, when a human being dies in 
conseqlMl1ce. of a want of that timely relief which 
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bas been refused him, a murder has been com­
mitted, and those who have refused the relief are 
murderers. 

The apostle says that he who is hard-hearted to hiB 
own kindred is worse than a heathen. He might have 
said, and with great truth, worse than any brute beast 
of which we have any knowledge. The parent that 
can so act towards a child as to produce its death, whe­
ther by want of care, want of good counsel, want of 
food, of raiment, of Rny thing within the power of that 

parent to supply, must be little short of what we gene­
rally describe by the word monster. In this case even 
slight negligences are criminal. What is merely fault 
in other caees is here crime. The duty of the parent 

commences from the moment that the fruit of gratifi­
cation sees the light; and it never ceases but with the 
life of one or the other of the parties. We have, 
however, instances now and then, not 'only of a mUllt 

profligate neglect of these duties; but of acts com­
mitted by parents toward!! children such alS it jlS impos­
tible to hear of without a mixture of indignation and 
horror. '1'0 abaudoll a child, ill a state of known 
peril; to leave that child to the mercy of strangers, and, 
perhaps, enemies; to leave n child to be comforted in 
~ts dying moments by those wholly unconnected with it 
b,- ties of blood; to suffer it, and wilfully suffer it, to 
sink into the grave, without the touch of one kindred 
hand, without hearing the sound of one kindred "olee.; 
to know that it is in imminent peril, and coolly to pur­
sue one's ordinary avocations, expecting every moment 
to.hearthat the victim is in its shroud; this, this of all 
the offences of which a parent can be guilty; of all the 

H 2 
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crimes which can lie upon his head, is surely the great~ 
est:; and, whatever such parents mny think; however 

completely the laws of man may be inapplicable to his 
case, that he i:. a murderer, and the basest and amongst 
the blackest of murderers, tha laws of God sufficiently' 
proclaim. 

The duties of parents and children are reciprocal. 
These latter must consider all their words and actions, 
as they affect their parents. A bad child, is not only 
a bad man or woman; is not only guilty of offences 

against society; but,.moreover, of a particular offence 
against the parents. If the parents have faithfully dis~ 
charged their duty, how great is the crime of the son, 
for instance, who, by hi~ wudu(;t, wilfully gives them 
pain! And yet, how many fathers', and, more espe­
cially, how many mothers' grey hairs are brought witli 
sorrow to the grave by the misconduct, the perverse­
ness, the profligacy, the drunkenness or some other 
incurable vice of a son! Here there ill not only the 
basest of ingratitude; but a want of feeling; a want 
of the very essentials of human nature. For what 
lUust that breast be made of that can be insensible to 
the anguish occasioned in the mind of a mother by 
otle over whose life, health and happiness that mother 
has watched with an anxiety ten thousand times greater 
than that which she has ever had for her own life 1 'Can 
such a son see his mother on the death-bed to which he 
himself has hastened her without saying, H 'I am a 
murderer !" 

It is a poor paltering with his cOllscience, to say that 
he neither stabbe-d her, poisoned her, nor wished: for 
her death. He knows, that the mental affiictioll,the 
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harassing cares, the incessant alarms, the constant state 
of uncertainty and irritation, the grief, the mortification 
and torment which he has occasioned, have done the 
deed. He has occasioned in some cases a dread of 
poverty and ruin; in other cases humiliations too great 
to be patiently borne; and in every case that worse 
than viper's sting, the sting of filial ingratitude. For 
such a son to weep over the corpse of his mother is no 
compensation; forms no atonement for his conduct; 
his crime remains the same, simply with the additir,ln 
of hypocrisy to bis other detestable offence. 

Still, however, there is one case, wbich sometime,~ 
presents itself in the conduct of profligate and cruel 
men, which if possible, surpasses in enormity that of 

the ungrateful and murderous son; namely, th~ cool, 
premeditated, persevering and inexorable cruelty of' 

ltusband towards toife. Here, there is every thing that 
is binding upon man. The law gives him such ample 
powers of controul with regard to the wife, that there is 
absolutely no excuse for any thing. that can justify or 
apologize for cruelty on his part at any subsequent 
stage of the connexion. He cau plead 110 injuries from 
caprices, whicb he has it in his power constantly to 
coutroul. . Th~r~ <:all be no extravagauce, no expensive 
foliies, which he bas it not completely in his pOWer in­
stantly to check, if not wholly to prevent. For every 
deviation from the path of fidelity, the law gives him 
not only effectual but speedy redress. It is in fact a 
creature of more deli~ate frame, of quicker sensibility, 
of feelings more tender and more ardent, placed under 
his absolute guidance and command. One, moreover, 
that he bas selected by h~mselt~ or received with hjs 
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assent. The connexion is so strictly personal all to· ad .. 
mit of no adequate description; and the fate, the hap.. 
piness or misery (for there is no medium) of this bfbig 
is so completely within his power, that it appea1'l! neit 
to impossible that he can have any ground of complaint, 
not, in a greater 01' les." degree, uiilrrihahle to some ntt 

or some omission of his own. 
These things duly considered we must know the fact; 

we must see the proofs with our own eyes or hear them 
with our own ears to believe it possible, that there are 

men capable of being guilty of deliberate, malicious 
barbarity towards a wife. Yet, unhappily, such things 
we do sometimes witness. The story of A:W::"WN and 
TAM A R presents us with a true picture of human bru­
tality. The first act of this profligate man was suffici­
ently detestable; but, when he drives the disconsolate 
damsel from his presence; when he bids his lJefVaot 
rudely to push her from the door, the blood boils in our 
veins and we wish the savage ruffian upon the spot that 
we might instantly indict upon him some deadly blow, 
as the best vengeance ",e can take in behalf of the in­
jured lady. Well might she say, " This evil in sending 
" me away is greater than the other thou didst unto 
"me. But he would not hearken unto her. Then he 
(4 culled his servant that ministered unto him, and ~aid, . 
H Put now this woman out from me, and bolt the door 
H after her. And TAM A R put ashes on her head, and 
H rent her gam1ent of divers colours that was on het, 
H and laid her hand on her head, and" went on crying." 

.Q Sam. ch. :lI:iii. ver. 16-19. This picture, of bruta­
lity on the one side, and of distress on the other, excites 
feelings which- the tongue cannot express. We thirst 
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for vengeance on the unnatural, the cold-blooded of­
fender; and when we come to the 29th verse of the 
same chapter, and see AMNON assassinated by men 
PlOvided for the purpose by the brother of the injured 
TA}IAR, we cannot forbear to exult at the perpetration 
of the deed, black in itself, and, under ordinary cir­
cumstances, calculated to :fill us with horror. 

R'I'lltIlI, howp.vp.'I', WI WAR the. conduct of AMNON, can 
less be said of the conduct of any husband who treats 
a wife after tlu> "'llme manner 1 

If, in the union of the parties a sacrifice has beeu 
made to considel'ations of wealth, of ambition or of 

any other object, the attainment of which was thought 
deairnblc, there is, at leust, u contI act the most solemn 1 

a vow the most awful, that the man will love, cherish 
and honour the wife. 'fo maho bel' any thing ap­

proaching a compensation for the surrender of her free­
dom aod her penIDo, for the surrender indeed of eV<lry 

thing but life itselt~ demands the complete and literal 
fulfilment of this vow on the part of the husband. 
What then mnst the man be, who can act the part of 
AMNON, even after he has voluntarily boulldhimselfby 
the marriage vo\, .. ? nay, who can do even more than it 
was in the power of AMNON to do; who can keep the 
wretched wife bound by her vows to the end of. her 
life; leave her exposed to every species of calumny; 
hold her up as a mark. for the scorn of the unfeeling and 
the suspicion of the un<:haritable; while he himself, a 
libertine at large, sets at defiance morality. and religion, 
and make!! a merit of that profligate demeanour, the 
bare suspicion of which is regarded as· sufficient to sink 

. rus wife into infamy 1 
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It is possible, that cases may arise, when the, incom­
patibility of temper is so great as to render a dissolution 
of the connection a matter of mutual relief .. This 
must bean extreme case, indeed; for, contracts of DO 

sort arc made to be broken, and especially contracts of 
so solemn a charac~r. Before such a contract can be 
infringed on in the smallest degree, every effort should 
be made to preveq.t it; and in no case, except that of 

an appeal to the law, should such infringement origi­
note with the man, ,,>ho is not oIlIy the most powerful 

of the parties, but who can suffer nothing from the 
change, while tbe wife must, in a greater or less degree, 
be a sufferer to the end of her life. 

At <my ralt:, tilt: uuhappy t;in;ulUstam;t: haviug uccur­

reu, nothing should be none to add to her unavoidable 
aalictiuli. Iu shUll) whether, ill this way or in itny 
other, a husband is guilty of cruelty towards a wife,. he 
il!! fully auswerable ill the eyes of God for all the effects 
of that cruelty. In· the eyes of mall, too, however 
ineffectual the law may be to reach him, he will not go 
wholly free from punishment. Perstverjng malignity 
towards one to whom we have vowed constant affection 
for life, is, in the first place, a scandalous breach of 
1idelity. :Such a man may talk of honour; but the 
honour ",hich he possesses would be a disgrace to ho­
liest men. His conduct is tllat of a barbarian and a 
coward. To strike a woman; to lift the cane, or draw 
the sword against her, would consign allY man to in­
famy; but, to do this is far short in point of cowardice 
as well as of cruelty to the treating of her in a manner 
that is constantly harassing- to her mind, that humbles 
her in the eyes of her neighbours, and makes her 
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88hamed of her situation, that robs her of all the plea­
sures of life, and that hastens the termination of that 
life. To do this, deliberately and coolly to persevere 
in such a line of conduct bespeaks a heart destitute of 
every generous sentiment, selfish, cold and base; and if 
the possessor of that heart escape chas~scment from the 
hand of man, let him rememher that there is a God to 
punish thA vi()latAr of vow~ !Inri t.hp mnrnArl'f of thA in­

~ocent. Let him not put forward his paltry defence, 
that he did not use the dagger or the poison. It is he 
who sends the dagger to the heart: it is he who aJ.­
ministers the poison; Qnd, as in the case of the proflig~te 

and ungrateful son, he is guilty of a murder it million 
times more heinous than that of slaying a man capable 
of combating against him. There is a meanness in 
cruelty towards n wife that is more odious and more de­

testable than any other quality, :which, perhaps, it ill 
pOlilsible for mail to attribute to man. It far surpasses 
the drawing of a sword upon a woman, or the smiting 
of 11(;:1· QU the cheek. It /liuk/! man beneath every thing 

appertaining even to the lowest and mo~t degraded stille 
()f humani.ty; and when we contemplate it we call 
hardly persuade ourselves that we are looking at the 
conduct of any thing that bears the name of man. The 
wretch would almost appear to be beneath the notice 
of his Creator. 

Thank God, this species of offence, tbis kind of 
human depravity, but rarely makes its appearance in the 
world. Amongst other murderers, however, the'barba­
rqus husband was not to be omitted, lest it should be 
supposed that this enormous sin had not awarded to it a 
suitable punishment. It is thetle unseen, these dis-

H:; 
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guised murders, that are most worthy of our attention, 
For the common cut· throat, the laws of every country 
provide !!peedy reprobation and punillhmellt; hut, the 
secret, the disguised, the slow-moving, the persevering, 
the smiling murderer is to be punished, in this world, 
only by the just opinions, the deep hatred, and the ge­
neral execration of mankind; to form, therefore, those 
opinions, to entertain that hatred and to pour forth those 
execrations is ~ sacred duty towards God and towards 
our neighbour. 

THE GAMES.TJ,i:R. 

" Thou shalt not defraud thy neigbbour."-LE'I'IT. ch. xix. ver. 13. 

V AltJO I} IS are the m()ut:s which bad men pursue ill 
order to possess themselves unjustly of that which be­
long ~ others. These modes may be claJl~ under 
three general heads, which, each having its different ~ 
grees of guilt, are usually denominated, r:obber!:!, thift, 
aud ji·aud. When the act is perpetrated by open yio-­
}euce, it is robbery; where it conceals itself under the 
garb of secrecy, it is theft; where the act itself is done 
with the knowledge of the party injured, (though, by 
nlean~ of falsehood and deceit, the intent and eud are 
disguised from him,) it is fraud. 
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The inventions of the fraudulent mind are innume­

rable. False pretences of all sorts present themselves 
to it in succession. Feigrred distress, feigned friendship, 
false accounts, false vouchers, forgery, pretended piety, 
and even pretended love. Dut, perhaps, of all the frau­
dnlent practices of which we have any knowledge, thosli: 

of the gamester al'e the most odious in themselves, aud 
most baneful in their consequences; mnd. if upon ex­

amination) we find tills to be the case, it is, Ilurely, out 
duty, not only to refrain from gaming oucseh-es, but, ac­
'Cording to the degree of our power, to prevent it in others, 
and especially iu those who may be under our controul, 
or who are· likely to be influenced by our exarlple. 

Gaming i~ sometime!! calh::J 1'Iu;'Ij; uut, what 'is it in 
reality? W hat is the ofdect of ever!! gamester? It is to 
gai~ by tht: lWlSuf allulh~r. The object is not tp effect 
an exchange of one thing for another. It . is not to , . 
[cuder value for value, m aoy way 01" under any form. 
The object of every gamester is, to get by doing injury 
to his neighbour. It is to get his money or ,goods from 
him without yielding him any thing in return; and this, 
disguise it under what 1I3me we may, is extortion and 
fraud. 

This is not less its character because it as often fail 
of 9uccess as.it succeeds in its purpose, The thief ill 
not less a thief when he fail than when he succeed. It 
is the in.tention in both cases that constitutes the crime) 
and, as to the chance that you give your neighbour, you 
tltink that it is not so good as your chance; for, this is 
tbe very principle upon which you proceed. This 
thOUght must necessarily exist in your mind, or you are 
destitute of motive altogether. Y Oil conceal from your· 
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neighbour tbe fact, tbat you bave reason for expecting 
to ge~ his money from him. Yon pr:\etice deceit. from 
the first to the last; and your sole oPjeet is your own 
private gain to be effected by his loss. 

Pretenders to religion, who are at the same time 
g!lmedel's, are by no means few in nmuber. If, insj;eoo 
of persecutillg their neighbours for difference of opinion 
011 p,oini;9 qf doctrine, they were themselves to pay at­

tention, tQ ~,e uniform language of Scripture on the sub­
ject of deceit, and cspeciully of deceit practised for the 

purpose of unjustly extorting from our neighbour his 
money or goods, they would, perhaps, coast! LUlh Lu 

game, am, persecute. In LE:VITlCUS, eh. iv. the law is 
clearly laid down, Vi' 0 aw, ill 1IU (;ase, to deceive our 
neighbour; and, if we have gotten any thing fr9mhim 
deceitfullg, wt! an; tu rc~torl;l it to him with a fifth part 

ill additi~n; and, then, atonement being made, for­
giveness is to be obtained. 

Now, the very essence of gaming is deceit. It is 
impossible to gain, except deceitfulhj; for there is de­
(:eit in the motive. And, as to the manner of accom­
l~lishillg the end, it presents, perhaps, the strongest 
possible proof of meanness and baseness of mind. 
Feigned pleasure, feigned sorrow, feigned applause and 
feigned. reproof: all is. false: looks that lie, the lies 
being too refined to be trusted to the tongue. And all 
this for the base purpose of gain at Jour lleighbQur's 
expense, and possibly by means of his ruin! ,From such 
a school, who is to expect sincerity, nprightn~ss or even 
common, humallity? Accordingly, it is invariably found, 
that gamesters are amongst the most unfeeling as well 
a~ the most fl'8uduknt of mankind. In Virgi.l,lia and 
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the slave-states of America, nothing is more common 
than to see the gamester whose purse has been emptied, 
call in a domestic sJ.ave, man, woman or child, as a stake 
to be played for agamst a sum of money. 'T111I~ the 
drawing of a card, or the turning of a die, may, and fre­
quently does, separate iU1Itantly, and for ever, wife from 
husband, and child from parellt/j! Look at the poor 
creature that stands trembling by, awaiting the result of 
the game; and then find, if you call, words to express 
your abhorrence of those who can .giv')l to· u· decd like 
this the appellationof play! 

In this country., indeed, the gamester, thanks to the 

laws which we inherit from our brave and j~st. fore­
fathers, cannot make tQe stuke consist of human fle~h 

and blo·od. But, amongst its. consequences; gaming 
never fails to bring want of feeling towards others. 
The mind, constantly agitated by selfish hope{! and selfish 
fear5, has no time to be:stuw UII cuuntry, friends, parents 
or children. The pride of ancestry, the inheritallc~ of. 
succellJ;U/'lS; tht: pJttlt, tht: future, and even the present, 
even ordinary pleasures of the day, have 110 attractions 
fur ll~t: gamester: nay, as thousands of instances have 
proved, love itself, the great conquerer of the human. 
h,eart, is compelled to yield to the cards and dice; Jor, 
all-powerful all that passion is in every other case, here 
it tries its powers in vain. 

Hence it is, and many are unfortunate enough to 
,k.now the fact by experience, gamesters are the most 
unsocial, cheerless and gloomy of mortals. They ap­
pear constantly lost in care. They are plotting againMt 
otb~8, Of, are absorbed in reflections on their own 
lQ8seB. A want of affection for others, brings in time 
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its natural return; and, at the end of a few years, 
men, or womea, of thi~ de9cription become objll!ets 
of COilter.ll)t) or, at lea&t, of indifference with all arQftad 
them. 

Accustomed to practice (leceit; insincerity becoming 
habitual to him; the gamester suspects everyone, con­

fides in no oue, and is comp!etely exciuded f!'Om that 
inexpressible pJeatjure and adl'lwt<'ge which good and 
generous minds derive from the placing of unlimited 
confidence ill fI-ielldll. COl1lidence, to be real, mUlIt be 

mutual; and, as the gamester never confides, so, no 
one confides ill him. Indeed, his very habits render 
him unworthy c.f trust or belief. What he calls his play 
is a regular practising of fraud. His success depends 
wholly 011 ahility in deceiving. Even the language of 
the gaming-taule, the very terms of his art, are such as 
to render the commission of fraud familiar to his mind. 
Shuffle-cut-trick; words which express the divers 
acts that he performs, and all indicating something in 
the way of lying, or cheating, or both. 

To expect to find an honest man in a gamester 'Would 
be as absurd as to seek for a virgin in the ste\'l'9. If 
we ha,,'e dealings, or contracts, of any sort with him, 
what is to be expected of him but trick and shuifie? 
And, besides, the habitmil dellire of unju.t gain brings 
him under the old andinfallil>le maxim, that a covetous 
mall cannot be honest. Moreover, his neceSllitiell at 
times are such as to bear down every moral principle 
before them; necessities, too, on account of which he 
merits no compassion; arising, as they do, not out of 
his generosity or liberality, as it frequently happens in 
other men, but out of his sordidness, his greedimtss of 
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gain, his eagerness unjustly to possess himself of the 
property of hi,. neighhollr. 

From a gamester never expect llst;/ulexertion in any 
profession, calling, or sbte ofJ;;€,. To forhme, hy ho­
nourable means, the path is scarcely ever smooth, and 
the progress is seldom rapid. The competition is so 
great, so numerous are the rival~, that nothing short of 
presumption will place reliance on any thing but time 
and perseverance. But, will the gamester rely on these? 
Will he, the very habit of whose mind· is hostile to 311 
steady pursuits; will he, who sees fortune after fortune 
gained by it single twirl of the (lice-box, eYer be brought 
to place reliance on patient toil or study? Very great 
lIas lx!en, and still is, the injury to public morals and 
private happiness, arising frum the cO'lducting of the 
affairll uf CUlIlmen::t!·, ill 11 muu\j uea.iug SUUl\:: n:l!tllll­

blance to gaming. Fortunes in great numbers, suddenly 
acquired, are always injuriou:s to a natioll. The 'Ia­
bOllfer who sees his companion of last year riding in his 
carriage this year, will be "cry apt to grow weary of his 
spade or his plough. The orange,-boy, who, having 
lost Bight of another orange-lJoy for a few years, finds 
him again the owner of a lordly mansion and park, will 
ilaturally feel no motive to perseverauce. These dis­
couraged ,parties ",ill overlook the act, that thousands 
have fallen in attempting to keep pace with the lucky 
adventurers. Those who fall, who and whose families 
are merely lifted up to be dashed down, are not seen: 
they sink out of sight for ever. The fortunate only re­
main to be objects of envy, while the whole mass, if 
they oo\lld be all seen at once, would present a most 
salutary warning. 
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Thus it is with the gamester. The fortunate o~y 
does he keep in view. Self-love is constantly inst1~ 
into bis mind, .that he ought to be as fortunate astAey~ 
He loose!! aU relish for any thing slow in its olleratlon 
and not attended with enormous gains. Stllke after stake 
are snatched from him ~ hatRed in an his attempt,,: lit .. 

terly incapable of honest exertion, he but too frequently 
resorts to viUallY of a more vulgar description and more 
tangible by the law. 

How numerous are the instances, wherein crimes- the 

most heniOllS have been committed for the purpose 
of obtaining the mcans of pursuing gaming, or, for 

that of making up for losses slIstained at the gaming 
table! Masters defrauded by apprentices and clerks; 
defaulkrs defrauding the public; forgeries innumel'able 
on friends as well as other,,; children !lteaiil1g fronl theil 
parents; theft and robbery in all their various forms; 
uwrder aggravated by every emelty, il.ml il.ctlO uf lOuiddt: 

without end! Thel:!e, 0 cards and dice, are your 
works! Aud yet, not'Jlours: but the works of those 
lawgivers, magistrates, and parents, who, deaf alike to 
the commands of God and the cries of nature, neglect 
the most sacred of all their duties. 

The nature of gaming b notorious; notorions is its 
inevitable tendency; and its fatal effects are constantly 
before our eyes. It is, surely, then, the duty of Uli all 
to exert, according to our several stations and capacities, 
our best means of preventing, or, at least, of check.ing 
the growth of, so great an evil. As to lawgivers and 
magistrates, ifit is tbeir duty" to watch over our public 
morals;" if it be tbeir duty to punish a man with uo­
common severity for questioning the truth of those doc-
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trines, a belief in which they hold to be conduch-e to 
public morals and happiness ; if it be their duty to 
scourge with rods of iron the man who attempts to dis­
turb a belief in that which they hold to be necessary to 
prevent the commission of crimes; if it be their duty to 
do these things, can it be less their duty to allot equal 
severity to those who are guilty of what is odiously im­
moral in itself, which naturally and necessarily produces 
a multitude of the most heinous crimes, which. crimes 
are daily and· hourly traced back directly from the gallows 
to the gaming table? 

It is, however, lamentable to perceive, that, in this 

case, the magistrate is but seldom a terror to evil-doers; 
that the great are but too often an example to the little 
itt this disgraceful particular; that associations for the 
openly avowed purpol5e of gaming, exi:!t in llum"a·OUIS 

places, and consist, in part, at least, of those whose 
bounden duty it is to punish the very offence that they 
are daily in the act of committing; and, which is still 
mure odious, that, 011 the other !!lide of the Atlantic as 
well as on this, a youth can appear in scarcely any town, 
village, or street, without receiving a pressing invitatioll 
to game for the benejit of the state! The Christian 
Bishop, who derived a considerable part of his revenue 
from licences granted to the stews in his dominions, 
certainly yields the palm of pre-eminent turpitude to 
those pretenders to purity, who raise money by lott~ry 
for the building of schools and churches. 

But, let governments and the great act., they may, 
we, as individuals, have a duty to perform.. As neigh­
bours, as individuals, as mal:!ters, as parents, we are 
bound to exert ourselves to the utmost for the preventing 
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of the scandalous and ruinous practice of gaming. 
And, here, we cannot but lament, that but too many 0£. 
those, whose immediate and special duty it is.. to incul­
cate sound principles of morality; that those,who.seQf-c 
lice and functions give them such great and general in­
fluence, seldom speak of this crime in a very decided 
tone of reprobation. They qualify too much. They 
make exceptiQII:!. The illlPltl55ioil they leave on the 

minds of their flock is, that the thing is not wicked i" 
it3eif j !lUU that it ilf lUtlrdy capable q/' being applied 
to wicked purposes. And, where is the thing, ho'}'ever 
goot! aud praisewonhy in itself, of which the same may 
not be said? The same may be said of every art and 
science; the same may be said of knowledge, talent, 
genius and even of religion itself. All may be pervertetl 
to bad purposes; but, still, we are not to decry know­
ledge, talent, genius and religion; and, therefore, we 
are not to decry gaming. 

This is the conclusion to which the hearers of the 
mitigating moralist are led; and thus, the thing not 
being held to be wicked ill itselj; it is still practised, 
still taught, and it still goes on producing all its natural 
consequences. Even he, who has been called " our 
great national 11loralist," the statue of whom, a~ such" 
was the :first to be placed in the metropolitan cathedral, 
who was 80 rigid as to matters of doctrine and dicipline, 
and 80 little lenient in cases where passions inseparable 
from our nature pieaded in behalf of the offender; even 
this, the 1110st rigid and most gloomy of moralists, 
has his qualifications upon the subject of thIS unmixed 
evil. 

To game he denominates" playing wantonly and ex 
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tra'l'agalltly for money." So that, according to him, 
it is not to game, lInJ?"" the play be u'anton,e.rtra­
'fJagant, and for money. Now, in ano~her place, he 
tells us, that wantMliy means sportim>.ly: and that ex­
travagantly means wastefully. So that, according to 
him, we may game, or play, provided we do not play 
sportivel!!, or wastifull!!! We must play soberly, se­
riously, prudently, and not wastefully; which, if it be 
not directly to il1culcate gaming in its worst sense and 
form, certainly has no tendency to discourage the growth 

of that prevalent and destructive vice. 
The truth i~, teachers of morals, who thus make a 

compromise with the vice, game themselves, and, there­
fore, dare llut :;peak of it in the manner in whieh their 
duty demands. This" great national moralist," as he 
has been pompously called, gamed occasionally himself. 
This was known in the circle of hi a acquaintance, at any 
rate. He could not, therefore, condemn gaxuing al­
together; and was, for decency's sake, compelled to re­
sort to qualifications, to that which might fUflU 'Ill 

excuse for his own conduct; in short, to a compromise 
with that, against which it was his duty, as a professed 
moralist, to declare unmitigated and interminable war. 

Such, too, is the real cause of the hesitating, faltering, 
feeole language, as to this vice, . of the clergy of the 
established church, in the far greater part of whose 
families cards and dice are constant inmates. Hence, 
when they condemn goming (if they do it at all,) they 
make so ma,'y exceptions; there is bO much of mitigation 
mixed with the censure; that the latter is overlooked, 
while the former is eagerly seized on. And yet, this 
mitigation is i;ulispensible; for, it would be too bare­
faced for a man to bestow unqualiiicd reprobation on a 



164 THE GAMESTER. 

v;ce, in the hearing of his servants, who had waited on 
him only a few hours before, while he was actually en­
gaged in the commission of that very vice. And, even 
if he could find assurance sufficient for this, of what 
effect would he his reprobation, other than that of 
bringing on him the hatred and contempt due to the 

hypocrite? 
While it is notorious that· gaming is practised in the 

parsonage-house, is it a wonder to find cards and dice 
at the inns, ill the farmer's and tradcsman'l:l housc, and 
in the cottage? Is it a wonder to find gaming-tables 
ready prepared at every great mart or other scene of 
bustle 'I Is it a wonder that this vice continues to furnish 
Oil ample Bupply tv the jail, the hulkli ltllt! the gil..tbet? 

But, still, here is no apology, much less a justification, 
for illdiuidual~, who lit:glel.:L their uuty iu this re~pect. 

Every man must, after all, be answerable for hi~ own 
a<:t:>. Eva example, thuugh it be a crime in hiln who 
.gives it, is no justificati~ll of him who follows such ex­
ample, in whatever degree it may operate in mitigation 
of his offence. And, indeed, we are seldom, when we 
come to years of maturity, deceived into vice. If misled 
at all, it is generally by the sophistry of our minds. If 
we do not wish to be deceived with regard to our moral 
duties, we seldom are deceived. 

Prevention, iu the case before us, is more easy than 
in the case of any other vice. Here the parent, ten 
thousand times for one, has complete and absolute 
power. Where nature is the powerful and ever-urgent 
prompter, the parent may find great difficulty in re­
strainiug his child. The palate, the appetite, the phy­
sical organization may have something to do with the 
beastly vices of drunkenness and gluttony. The slug-
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gard's indulgence is shameful and ruinous, but still it is 
only carrying to criminal excess that love of ease, which 
is natural to every creature. In all these cases, the~ is 
something for the parent to do, in order to prevent the 

vice. There is something in the way of restraint or 
force for him to employ. 

But gaming is a thing wholly unknown to nature. 
It is prompted by no passion; by no natural propen­
sity of the mind, no feeling of the heart. No son can 
have a natural inclination to game, any more than he 
can have a natural inclination to make shoes. It is a 
thing that must be taught him; and that, too, "lot with­
out some conside~able degree of pains. It is the ~rt 
and mystery of getting pOllllellsiull uf UlU· udghbuur's 
property without yielding him any thing in return. 

Thi" art, too, ill uf a uatun: not to be taught by 
stealth; not to be communicated in whispers; not to 
be clandestinely instilled. It must be taught openly, 
by repeated lessons, and repeated trials of-the pupil's 
proficiency. The teaching too, must, to be successful, 
begin at an early age. In short, it must be under the 
parent's roof; he himself must be the preceptor, and 
the emulation must be awakened and kept alive by his 
own example. . 

This is the point to which we come at last. This 
brings the matter home to every master and every pa­
rent, in one or the other of which capacities· almost 
every man finds himself, at some time or other of hi.s 
life. As to apprentices an9: servants, if they play at 
cards, dice, or any thing in the way of gaming, the 
master, and the master alone is to blame. For, he has 
only to forbid, and, ill some way or other, to punish fo 
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disobedience. If in servants, dismission; if iJ;1 ap­
prentices, the law awards coporal punishment. And, 
if the master neglect this duty towards them and to.­
wards society, he is entitled' to no pity, ann ought to 

have little redress from the law, if they defraud him ~f 
his money or hi~ goods. H'{ has suffered hill house to 
be a seminary of deceit and fraud; and, therefore, the 
injury he complains of is the work of his own hauds. 
He himself i:-; the cause of the temptation to the crime. 
and merits redress no more than the husband who. 
should be base enough to assist in the seduction of his 
own wife. 

But, it is the parent, the gaming parent, he who, by. 
precept or exam pic, tcaches his child the wtiilllt:ut" of 
this art and mystery of fraud and ruin; it is be who has 
the serious account to settle "ith his Maker. To be a 
gamester in his manhood, the son must have ~ll 
taught when a child; and the parent must have been 
the teacher. It i.s. not pretended, that all who plail( 
hem:: vit:w~ pu~jli,dy fraudulent, nor is it pretended, 
that the example is alwags fatal. B~t, if only one 
child out of one hundred, or one thousand, be plw;ed 
in the path of ruin by the p~rent, what a. thought! 
What parent will dare to talk of religion, aDd, at the 
same time, voluntarily, and even with pains-taking, 
expose his child to the risk! Will you give him to 
drink of a thing merely because that thing does not 
kill in aU cases? Will you send him across a wilder­
ne~s merely because some cross it without being .de­
voured by wild beasts '! And, will you do these too, 
without any possible advantage in either case 1 

Yet, no better reason can be given for teaching your 
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son the art of gaming, which, in addition to its other 
consequences, inevitably leads to late hours, and to all 
the habits and evils of sluggishness, ignorance and 
drunk.enness. It is 9. tbing bad in it" very nature; ren­
son tells· us that its direct tendency is to misery and in­
famy; and daily and hourly e:"perience most amply 

confirm her dictates. Unhappily she, in too many 
cases, gives us her warnings in vain, while the annah 
of the jail and the gibbet blazon forth the triumphs of 
gaming. 

The winning gamester's thoughts and feelings are 
but thol:ltJ of If. lS;"'cce!l!lful, an undetected and unpu­
nished thief. The loser, the ruined, is absolutely with­
out consolation. Losses arising frum uthta· caUl.tJ!! itftJ 

accompanied with some mitigation. If caused by the 
oppression or injustice of others; even if proceeding 
from our own n~g1igence or folly; we have, at 'least, 
ttle compassion of our friends, and can endure the com­
ments of our minds. But, the ruined gamester has no 
resource, either from without or within. Contempt 
is all he can expect from the mflss of mankind; and, 
how is he to endure existence, when, amidst the scoti's 
of the world, he looks back on fortune lost by the throw 
of a die, and lost, too, in the base endeavour to pur­
loin the fortune of another! 

Disconsolate father! Distracted mother ! You, 
who are sinking into the earth over the corpse of a self­
murdered gaming son! There you behold the result 
Qfyour own misconduct. It was you who created the 
iat!ll taste; it was you who taught his little hands to 
lihuftle and to trick: it was you who taught his infant 
looks to lie: it was you who implanted in his heart the 
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love of enchanting fraud ~ Take, then, your just re­
ward ! ~orrow, remorse and shame, and constant fear for 

the remainder of your days, to hear even an allusion to 
him, who, but for your fauIt, might have been the com­
fort and prid(" of your live~, and have borne your name 
with honour to posterity! 

GOD'S VENGEANCE 

.AG.AINST PUBLIC ROBBERS. 

"But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them 
" Imared in holes, and they are hid in prison-houses: they are for a 
/, prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Reatore." 
Isaiah. chap, xlii, ver. 22. 

" And behold at evening tide trouble; and before the morning he 
" is not. ' 'l'bis is the portion of them that spoil WI. and the lot of 
" them that fQh us." Isaiah, chap. xvii. ver. 14. 

A PUBLIC ROBBER, or robber of the p.Hc,is one 
who robs the people of a country, community, or na­
tion. We hear and read sermons enough on the wick­
edness of stealing from and robbing individuals. The 
crimes of stealing privately in houses; of breaking open 
dwellings to rob; of robbery committed on the' high­
way; of frauds committed on traders and others; of 
making false writings for the purposes of fraud; of 
embezzlement of the goods or money of employers; 
of marauding in gardens and fields i and even of taking 
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to "Our own use, in certain cases, wild animals, that hare 
t10 owner, or proprietor at all: the sin of r.ommiu.ing 
tbese crimes is frequently, though not too frequently, 
laid before us in colours the most odious, though n~ 
more odious than the uature and tendency, of it caU 
(Of". 

Those who reprobate acts of this description do right; 
hut, if, at the same time, they carefully abstain from all 
exposure of the nature of public robber:lf; if they pass 
that over in silence, and especially if they, by any 

meane, either direct or indirect, give their sanction to, 
frame an excuse for"palliate in any degree, the deeds 
of the public robber: if such be their conduct, they do 
wrong i they are the enemie" of lII11llkiuu; they arc the 
foes of justice, morality and religion; and to them ap­
,plies the question of the prophetJeremiah, chap. vii. 
ver. 11. "Is this house, which is calLed by my name, 
uecOIlle 1:& den <if roW,era?" To them, and to such a 
s\Ate of things, apply also the words of the prophet 
Ezekiel, In chap., xxii. beginning at ver. 27. "Her 
" princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening 
" the prey, to shed blood, to destroy ~ouls, to get disho .. 
It nest gain. And their prophets have daubed them 
"with untempered mortar." Then the text goes on 
to speak of the robbery, vexation and oppression com­
mitted on the defenceless part of the people; and it 
concludes with these words, which let peculators well 
remember: "Therefore have I poured out mine indig­
H nation upon them, I have consumed them with the 
"6re of my wrath; their own way have I recom­
" pensed upon their heads, saith th~ Lord God." 

The robber, be he of what description he may, is 
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Ileldom at a loss for some excuse or othi!r; for a some­
thing in the way of comfort to lay to his soul; for SODre 

plea or either wherewith to divert his mind and speak 
peace to his conscience. .But, disguise the thing how 
we may, all our receivings,other than those thatc6me 
by free gift, or thnt proceed j'mm 1lfllllp. in flome ~;y' 
Of' other, given or rendered ip excOO.flge, are di.shonest 
'T'ecel'Vzngs. If they come with the knowledge Rnd (!on­

lient of the party, but in consequence of deceit prac­
tised on . him, they are obtained by fraud: if taken 
from him without his knowledge, the act is stealing: 
if taken from him with his knowledge and without his 
consent, the act is robber,Y' And, can the evil be less, 
ill lh", cye of J'ea:!on or of religion, merely becaulJe' the 
robbery is committed on many instead of· one ? 

111 llitl {;a~t: of !:,ublic l'obbery, DOO particular lIuft'erer 

is able to aay what precise sum 'he has been robbed of 
by any particular robber ill t:iIljes 'tViltlJI:: there ynbappily 

be many robbers: but, does thi~ wipe away the sin? 
Are the robbers less robbers for thi&? Tile 'man whose 
house has been robbed seldom knows precisely what he 
has lost, and, in many cases, never knows who the 
robbers are; yet, the sin of the robbery FetQIlias ·the 
!Same; and, it remains the same, too, though the 
lobbed person remain for ever unconscious of the 
robbery. . 

The public robber, or robber of the people of It 
country, flatters himself with the excuse, that he kilOtD6 
'lot u·hom tile mOTley C(nnes jram; but, does that make 
any difference in the nature of his offence? Nine 
limes out of ten, the' highway robber knows not the 
persons that he robs; and so it frequently' is with· the 
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thief or burglar. But, these all know well, that they 
rob somebody: and so does the man that fobs .. the 

people. He knows that somebody must be the loser; 
he knows, that he robs his neighbours, the people of 

the whole nation being, in a moral and religious sense, 
hia neighboufs; and he knows, that God haa said, 

Leviticus, chap. xix. ver. IS, "Thou shalt not rob thy 
neighbour. " 

But, the grand plea of the public-robber is, that, 
he takes nothing from anyone; that the thing is given 
to him by those who do take it; that it ill gi..veq him in 
virtue of something called law; that such t~king away 
and such receiving have been going on for ages and 
ages; and, lastly, that if he did not receive that which 
he does receive in this way, some other person would. 

As to the first of these, the highway robber may 
say as much; for in fact, it is the pistol and not he, 
that empts the frightened traveller's purse; and the 
murderer would have as good a defence, if he laid 
the bloody deed upon the dagger. But, in. some cases, 
and even in the most flagrantly wicked cases, the 
public robber may say, that he does not even employ 
the instrument that actually commits the robbery. But, 
the main question is, does· he receive the fruit of the 
robbery? There never was a country so destitute of 
mocal principies as not to hold the receiver to be as bad 
as the thief; and, therefore, when we receive, we have 
ooly to ask ourselves, whether the thing received be our 
du~; 'whether we have rendered goods or seivic.es in 
exchange; or whedler it came as a free gUt frolB the 
po8se~sor. If neither of these can be answered ill the 
affirmative, our receiving is a robbery of srmtebody, 

I Q. 
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IlOweVf;lT dark the channel and numerous the hands that 
the thing received may have passed through. 

With regard to the circumstance, that the thing is 
r<!'ceived in ·drtue of something bellrlng the nflme rif Irm" 

the robber seetTh'J to forget, that thi!l may really form. 
lin addition to the crime, and render that a piece o( 

cool and cowardly and insolent cruelty, which, without 
this circumsto.ncc, would have been a simple rohb.:lry. 

This is precisely the case, which the prophet isaiah 
e,idently had in his eye in the beginning of his xth 
d:iapter. "Woe unto them that decree unrighteous 
" der;ree~, and that write grievousuess whit;b dtey Lave 

"prescribed." And, to what end are these decrees? 
'Why this writing of grievousness? "To tum aside 
" the needy from judgment, and to take away the right 
« frl)m dIe POOT of my people; that widows may be 
" their pre!!, and that they may rob the fatherless!' 
This is the end of such unjust laws; and, indeed, it is 
the great end of all oppression; for, there is no plea­
imre in merely makhlg a people miseraole; it is in the 
gain that is derived from it that the real object is always 
to be found. 

The manner in which public robbers proceed, the 
means by which they effect this their great erid;. are 
tiile)y described in the 13th and 14th verses of this 
lIame chapter of Isaiah. Speaking of the king of 
Assyria and of the glory of his high looks, God sayll, 
by the mouth of the prophet: It For he saith,. By the 
"strength of my hand I have done i~, and by'lrty 
" wisdom; for l am prudent: and I have remo",ed the 
" bounds of the people, and have robbed their trea­
f' Itures, a~d I have put dOUll1 the inhabitants like a 
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valiant man." Alas! bow often is that termed 'ualollJ' 

which is, in all respects, as base and cowardly all tlw. 
act of the tbief and the murderer! But, the meam: 
,~t And. my hand hath found as a llest thP. ri~hel'l of the 
,i' people; and, as one gathereth eggs that are left, 
"have I gathered all till" f'arth; and there was Done 

H that moved the wing, or opened the mouth (JT 

" peeped." 
What a beautiful, what a strong, how animated a 

description llf puhlic .and Ilweeping ex·tortion and robe­
bery ! First,' .the :1yrautremo'Ces the bounds of the 
pP.oplp.; thRt is to say the laws 'which g~vc them pnr. 

tection against robbery; the~ he rob& tke1lJ, of thelt' 
/:,.easu:res, which he :finds Qs.in a ';'C8t, which nCllt he 

:rifl.es as .unfeeling boys rifle the nests of birds; and, 
,nuaUy, he pillages them and puts them down as com- , 
pletely as birds are, when they venture not to move the 
wing, chirp, or peep! MieelaLh:, wn::u.:hed people! 
and, Oh! detestable tyrant! And is this tyrant to 
()8CUPC punil:jhwent? . Is he to carry it thus to the .end ',~ 
Are the oppressed, the pillaged, the robbed people not 
to be aveng.eci? it Therefore (ver. 16.) shall the Lord 
"of hosts send among his fat ones leanness; aud 
H under h.is glory shaH he kindle a bunting like the 
Al burning of a .fire !" 

Now, it is not to be supposed, that this audacious, 
profligate and cruel tyrant committed the robberies 
with his own hands or that he consumed all the eggs 
himselj: He must have h'ad numero,us instruments in 
his work of merciless plunder and oppression. He 
could not, himself, have" put dowlt tlte inltabitants," 
sp that tbey dared not move, speak, or peep. He m,\IsJ; 
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have had bands of ruffians of some sort or other to 
assist him in this, and many and many a cunning kna-re 
to carryon the -previous work of removing the bounds 
of the people. liut, he mllst have had sharers in the 
spoil; ill all probability parasites, spies, pimps and 
harlots. Worthless fa'iourites in crowds would natu­
'tally be found in his train, '\\itli&ot;· at tb'tl. most, any 
IJJ.erit but their excelling in scenes of drunkenness and 
.debauchery. And hence it is that the prophet talb of 
his fa·tones; that is to say, the pampered wretches 

niade rich by public plunder, who were to be made 
lea1J ; that is, to be comp\OUed to disgorge their plundc'l', 

and to be brought down. 
Yet they had law to plead for their doings; but, that 

Was no good plea, seeing that the very foundation of 
their gains was the removing of the bound3 of the 
people; or, in other words, the violating of the law8 
that gave tht!lll :security; liud, htmce it is that the prO'" 
phet hegins his denunciation by exclaiming: " Woe 
'. unto them that decree unrighteous decrees that they 
" ma.¥ 1'ob the defenceless." 

As to the plea of the public-robber, t11at sort of 
robhery has been going on for ages and ages; to 
whata pitch of senselessness of shame must a-man· be 
arrived before he can even think of such a plea! 
Tht.ft and murder have been going on for ages lind 
ages; but, because CAIN murdered ABEL does the 
murderer of the present day pretend that he has c(jm~ 
mitted no crime'l The petty thief, far more' m~8t 
that the public-robber, never attempts to justify his 
deeds on the ground of precedent; never attempts to ex­
cuse himselfhy appealing. to the antiquity of the practice. 
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Dut,of all the pleas of the public-robber none is so. 
audacious and bespeaks a heart so callous, as that the 
robbery, if not committed by him, wou?d be committed 
by some ft],er person. Upon such a plea what crime. 
what endrmity, may 1Iot be justified? What justice 
was there in condemning the fat ones of the king of 
Assyria, if this plea were good for any thing? The 
pre8umption always is, that the criminal has dODe th.at, 
whieh, without !tim, would not have been donerBIP; 
ttUa plea, which public robbers alwa,,¥s setup, would 
infer, thJlt every crime that is committed must ~. 
been committ~d by so~cbod'l; Ql)d. that thoe~miWtI iB, 
in fact, an unfortunate person, on whom the lot of 
committing the crime has fallen? This is to strike 
at the very root of all justice and all law. Oh, no! 
Where we find the theft or the mu.rder (':ommitted, 
there we are to look for the thief or the mqrderer,; 
and, where we tinp the public ruubee)" there we an.~ 

to look for the public robber; for the fat one; and 
when we find bim, on him are we to inflict the sentencq 
of leanness. In the evening tide trouble is to be made 
to come upon him; and before the morning he is not 
(0 be. This, in the words of my text is to be " the 
H portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of them 
H that rob u~." 

":Extremely yarious are the disguises worn by the 
public-robber. The devices and contrivances, by 
which he glosses over the act, are as numerous as the 
private . terms and signals of common thieves and 
robbers. He is seldom at a loss for a ~I.ame, under 
which to commit the act, which name, in its common 
acceptation, describes something not crimin~l apg 
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often highly meritorious. But, with those who look 
fuHy"into the mattp.f, t.hE'ge disguises are of no avail .• 

The act of rec~iving being clearly established, it is 
for tllf~ rp.f'p.iver to show, that he is justly entitled to 

what he receives. For, name the thing how he will, 
'/Indue rec(!ipt ii fralld, stealing or robbery. The name 
may he the means of effecting the purpose, and it 
may secure present impunity; but, it !lItera I:\ot, and 
cannot·alter, the nature of the thing. It cannot lessen 
the crime in th~ eyes of Cod, who ha~ IIl1.iu, thll.l. yuu 
shall not take from another, except by way of free gift, 
that which ill not youI' due. 

It is in vain to pretend ignorance of the source of 
,,,hat iti uLlll.iued uujustly from the public, and to affect 
to believe, that it is a gift from some individual. "The 
~/lape in y,hich it comes may be that of a gift; but, 
it must r-etain its original character; and, go where 
it may, it is still the fruit of robbery; and the 

receiver as well as the pretended giver are essentially 
robbers. 

In cases of public robbery, the robbed parties are 
nll.rJlf!l'OIJS; Lut, they are not to be looked upon al:! 
numerous·contributors towards tbe support of one; for, 
the robbers may be numerous too; and, in time, the 
effects of the roubery may !Jurpa.ss in cruelty.those of 
the sword or the pestil@ce. There is, in fact, scarcely 
an e\'il 011 the earth equal to this. It is cause as well 
as etfeet. It produces oppression of all sorts, aDd is 
the end of, the thing sought for by, even! 80rt oj op­
pression. T'hc tyratlt, like the piratical commander, 
does not en~laVt mell for the mere satisfaction arising 
from that act; hut· for the sake of what he gains out of 
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them. When a tyrant scourges particular slaves, shutl! 
.them up in dungeons, or puts them to death, it i~.> in 
hi$ ultimate view, that he lOay rob the maSS of .hil! 
slaves with the greater p.a~p. ani! sf'curity! and, without 

feftr of contradiction from the .experience of. any age 
9r natiQn, w.e may assert, that a people has never suf­
fered any great and lasting calamity, except when pub-
lic-4"Obbery has been the pril~cipal cause. . 

We-ought, therefOF.;l, to hold in greater detestatiQu 
,and to pursue with gre!lter zenl the public. than the 

private robber. The acts of the latter are trifling ill 
their consequcnces comparcd with those of the former. 

Tbe aggregate of all the acts of fraud, stealing, and 
robbery by private persons, in ally community, do not, 
and cannot, amO'lmt to mischief a tenth, aud, perhap!; 
,not· a thl.1usaudth, palt /jU gn::a.t a!j lhat pn"docl::d,)"'y 

the deeds of public-robbers, and especially hi case!!, 
·.ud..t all that ut:l:I(;liiJt:u ill l;() forciiJlt: a IllUIJlJer by the 

:prophet isAIAH, where public-robbery is ,orgollit.ed 
iotoa system; and whe-xe·the rohb.er,s h~v~, at lastf 

theeffro~tery to bO(J;;t of the eKtent of their robberies. 
To what a state of ·wretchedness TIlllst a people be 

.. reduced, when they are treated like the birds of which 
the purveyors of tyranny leave nothing in the ne.st that 
CMl move the wing, open the mouth., or peep j When 
,a wbole nation; when themall!J are thusboru.e <!.owu 
in (,frder to· raise the few to au um1atlJral 1&eight.l 
"\:\'lien,to make a thousand" fat ones," a mitlio~lof 
~Dgs, many of whom are ~uperior to !pe fat 01t#S 

in every natural endowment and. mor.al . quality" are 
JIltIde m'iserable, have the fair fruit of their lo,bou,r 
.furced frum them, and, at .la8t, live in a state. of surh 

I .5 
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pain and torment as to make them question the justice of 
their Maker himself? "A people robbed and spoiled, 
snared in holes, hid in prison-houses, a prey, and 
none to deliver." Where are we to find an evil equal 
to this? Where are we to find it crime equal "to the 
crime,~ of th()~p. who rpduee a people to 8url1 a state? 
And, where then are law and justice if such criminals 
are to" escape puni~htnent 1 

But, the evil does not stop with the hunger, the suf­
ferjng~ of all sorts, which must arise from t~king nwny 

a large part of the fruit ~f the toil of a thousand and 
giving it to 11l.Ilkc one fat who does not toil at all; the 

evil does no stop wiih the suJferi7lgs of the many: it. 
goes mlu;h further, and, in .the" cnd, it makes the J'nany 
thieves and robbers in their petty way. "Lest I be 
poor, and {Steal," saya HA.oA.D; thereby soomitlg to 

take it fuf granted, that poverty is a pretty sure source 
uf I.:rime::;. rrhat it i.5 5uch all experiencc teachcs us i­

ft;r every where we find an absence of want amoilgst th~ 
people of a country accompanied with an absence of 
those crimes which arise from a desireto come at other 
men's goods. 

This is perfectly natural; for, besides the temptatiolli 
caused by want, the voice of nature itself tens us that it 
cannot be a crime against "God to endeavour to pre~ 
serve lite; and SOLO:\JON says (6th chap. Prov.-'Oth 
,·er.) " Mel! do lIOt despise a thief if he steal to satisfy 
his ~oulwhen he is hungry." And in case of detection, 
the punishment he allots, is, the restoring of the thiug 
stolen seven-fold, out of his substance when .!le shaU 
have any. G pon this, doubtless, was grounded that 
rule of the civil law, which did not deem it thift to 
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take victuals to satisfy the cravings of hunger. But, 
bow is any thing worthy of the name of morality to exist 
in a state of things like that described in iny text? Call 
a people H robbed and spoiled. snared in holes, hid in 
prison~houses, a prey" to the" fat ones," who leave 
nothing that .. moveth the wing, openeth the mouth, or 
peepeth;" who, in other words, strip the labourer of' 
the fruit of his sweat, and reduce him to a skeleton; 
how is any thing worthy of the name of mQrality to be 
e:ICpect.ed to be found in sudl a state of thinSfl 1 [8 it 

possible for people who are H robbed and spoiled," and 
who, if they complnin, n.ro "snared in holes" and 

" bid in prison-houses/' to look upon the goods of the 
H fat ones," that is to say, of·the robbers and spoliers, 
8S sacred from their touch '! When a people see, as de­
scrlbed by the prophet EZEKIEl" the " fat OJleS" who 
like" wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, to destroy 
80uls, to g~t dilSnU71est gailtli;" <tilt! wht::u they :see the 
prophets" daubing them over with untemperedrlbortar ;" 
when a people see these ttrings, who is to expect that 
people to be lwuest ? 

An unfortunate mariner, who, captured by Barbary 
pirates, saw the ruffians strutting on the deck dressed in 
the several articles of his best attire, could not, though 
he knew his life must be the price, refrain from venting 
JUs .execrationsoTl th~m, who instantly buried their 
ttagger& in his body. What contentment, then; ",hat 
pirti«mce ; what obediencc, exr.ept by sheer compulsion; 
are to be expected from a people" robbed and spoiled," 
and who, if they make complaint, are shut up in 
U prison-houses?" They behold the" fat ones" wal­
lo,.,ing in luxurious enjoyments, eating and drinking to 
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satiety and tosul'fei1ing, revelling and wantonning, 
wa~ting and flinging away, ;,:eemillg to be at a loss. fo,f 
the means of getting rid of the good things of the earth. 
Such a people know that all these things we the fruit of 
their toiL They kno\v, that, uf rigltt, these things be­
long to them. They behol4 the publiL' rohhp.I·Ji witb 
feelings similar to those with which the captured mariner 
beheld the barbal'Gus and insolent pirate; and, if they take 

110t vengeance, it can only be for waut of the power. 
To make men huppy in ~oeiety, there must '* laws; 

to administer these laws there must be contributioll~ on 
the part. of the people. Some must labour with the 
mind and some with the body; all men require ~us­
tetJall(;e, allli as thil! i~ plOduced only by bodily lau~)tlf'; 

those who labour with the m:nd must be maintained by 
lho,:le who htuuur witll tht:J body. In other word~, it i.i 
the interest a~ well as th~ duty. of all the member~ of 
every civil society, to cUIItritm!c acc.:onliul:; tu tilt:iI- mt:JlUJI.I, 

towards the support of those who traIlSact the public 
affairs; that, is to say, the body of persons who con­
stitute the rulers or governmellt; and he who ,grudges 
to do this is a bad member of society, and, at bottom, 
a dis/wuest man; because, hereceive8 prote,ctioll fro~lI 
the government, and he wishes to evade his share of the 
expense~ Nor will a wise people use a scanty meas~re 
in their rewards to those woo couduct their concerns, in 
doing honour to whom they really po honour to them.­
selves. liut, this supposes concel'lls well conduC1e~; 
and, above all ,things, au absence of oppJ'el:Jsipn on the 
part of the persons hoooured. For, if oppre88iou take 
place, 110 matter, from what cause" th!! government has 
forfeited its claim to support and honour. "Oppression," 
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says SOLOMO !'twill " surely make a wise man mad." 
Aud, indeed. what is it but ()pprp.~sion that has caused 

{lit the cOllvulsions and civil wars that we have read of, 
either in all~ip.nt or mod .. rn tim'es ? 

Oppression is 110t a vague term. It does not meall 
any thing jilncijid, and that may, or may not he of 
;eoolleq'lencc to the party oppressed. It meallS the 
.·spoiling o~ taking away of mell's. goods or estates by 
constraint, terror, or force, without having all)' right 
thereunto. .And, lww can thi" act be 13.0 .ofi't:uc:in: as 

when it take the shape ofpublic robbery, and when the 
"ubstnncc .of a people i131 al3 in the cuse ue~uibed by the 
prophet, heaped on the H fat ones" by means .of ex­
tortion and cruelty in the collectioll, which leaves uo~a 
wing to move, a mouth to open, or an eye to peep? 
Men have ascribed cOD'Yulsions, rebellions, and san­
guinary deeds .committed by infuriated DlUltituOes t\) 

various causes; but,. look at them well; tra(',e them- to 
.their causes: .see them in . their ver!1 hegillnings: aod 
),011 will alwa1Js tind, tbat they arise out of oppressioll ; 
that is to say, out of the conduct of the " fat ,ones," WhCi 
haye" found as ill a l~est the riches of the people;" whQ, 
IItripped of their all, have had nothing to lose; hare 
.been unable to ~e in aIly.thing that could happen, a 
chapge for the w.orse; and who have, therefore., gladly 
embraced any thing promising a chaul§e. 

What under the sun can beso provoking; 8p !itingiu~ 
to the heart of man, a.~ to see the fruit of his toil, bill 
.k.ill, his care, devoured hy those who, in no possible 
way, yield him any thing in return '? And, what must he 
be made of, who ean joyously live on the fruit of the 
labour of thousands, while those thousands ar.e reduced 
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to beggary and misery 1 The publio robber frequently 
p".<!se>l without crime impllti"rl to him, for want of facility 
in tracing his crime to the sufferer. But, he must know 
that be commits the crime, He must know, that that 
wbich he devoureth is not his. Aye, and he knows tuo, 
that hunger, nakedness, disease, insanity, and.ignomi­
nious deaths innumerable, al'C the cOllsequence of his 
" dis/wncet gains," for the 6ukc of obtaining which he 
" sheds blood and destroys souls." 

Yet, the hilltory of the wofld ill not without its iw­
stances of the most odious und cruel public robbery, 
defended, and even carried on, by men, pretending to 
~traordiuary piety and wearing the garb of uncommonly 
scrupulous !lanctity! It is when the public robber as­
sumes this mask that he is most dangerous; for, having 
brought himself to make a mock.ery of God, what be­
louging' to man is to hold him in restraint? The notorious 
public robber and the pretended saint united in the 
same pC,raon; the" gain of oppressions" in one hand, 
and the manuel of piety iu the other, is} surely, the mast 
detestable sight that ever met the eye of man. But, let 
the hypocrite remember, that God has said (Isaiah, cb. 
lxi. ver. 8.) H I hate robbery. for ournt offering!' And 
that he has also said, in the 'words of my text, that 
trouble aud destruction shall, in the end, " be the 
" portion of them that spoil us, and the lot of thOOI 
H that rob us." 

Emmett
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.. Even the 5ea-mon8ters draw out tIm Lrea.t, tl,ey gh-e ouek to 
their young one •• " Lamentations, cha.p. iv. vel'. 3. 

OF all the sorrows known to mankind, how large' a 
portion, and those sorrows, too, of the most acute, 
acise!l from a ddiciency of atrecliuu in childcen towardi:l 
their parents ! We daily see fortunes, the fruit of 
the industry and care of ages, squumlert:d ill a iSiugle 
year. We see fathers and mothers reduced to beggary, 
or made wretched during the half of their lives by 
stubhol'll and profligate children; 01', at the least, tlreir 
last hours embittered by alarmiilg apprehensions ag'to 
the fate of those children. The immediate causes of 
this misery are usually visible enough; but, the distant 
cause, the root of the evil, is seldom so clear before us, 
and is generally hidden from the parents themselves 
even more closely than from the rest of the world. 
~. whole congregation of animated nature tell us 

with Ilnited voice, that it is the provInce of age to give 
instruction to youth, of the experienced to teach the 
inexperienced, and especially of the parent to train up 
the child. The lioness, after having suckled her whelp, 
then brings it nourishment suited to its more advanced 
age, and leads it forth by degrees in sea-tch of its prey. 
Tlw wr-en, having hatChed her bxood, tirst brings them 
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their meals in her bill, then shows them how to pede., 
next how to take their flights, and, lastly, whprp t(\ seelc 
their food and how to provide for their security. Here 
the duties of these irrational pllrents C('tHe, and, with 
them, pc,bps, all recollection of the ties of consao­
gUUllty. :K 0 so wit.h man. Here the ties continue, or 
ought tQ continncJ in full force, and to be broken 
asulIJer only b.y the> hll.nrl of death. 

We all know and acknowledge, that it is of the 
gmBtPst importancE' to hoth parties, that children should 

.receive goon advice and instruction from parents. 
" 'r:r.aiu up It child il) the wny he should go, and wlH::1I 

he is old he will not depart from it." Provo chap. l'rX. 

vcr, 6. Indeed, without theil1~tl"Uctiull uf pareD.t8 
. what are children? Little better than wild animals. 
Bu~ to be ahle to instruct, you lIlust find in the ,cbild 
a. diSpO.5ition to listen to instruction; and, to be aided 
by thi5 di5po~it.iou, you 1II11lSt have the deep-rooted a1ftc~ 
tiall of the child; wId, to be deep-rooted, it must have 
Lee.u implanted at all early age. The days of-the rod 

lioon pass away. Law, interest,jorce of Due kind Or 
.auother, may rcstraiu for a season; but the power of 
these has its eud; and then, if there be not filial affec­
tio'l, .the foundation of which is deeply laid in the 
·oreftst, the . parent has no power. Even the brightest 
e«ample loses half its force, if ulll:Iupporte.d hy this 
.atfl."'Ction. 

This being, then, an ,object of such ,\'ast importance, 
oaght we to neglect any of the means necessary to the 
liOCuring of it '[. Ought we to negl-ect any of tbose 
dutic3 on which our own happiness as well /lS that oj' 

oW' children so mainly depend? Ought We to neglect 
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those things which ore manifestly calculared to make 
our chiklren always listen to us with attention and re­
spect, and to yield us cheerful -obedience '/ What, to 
parents, are, or, at least, ought to be, all other elljoy~ 
ments, compared with those which arise from the love 
of their children towards them ? 

Yet, we are not to expect tIus love without deserving 
it; without doing those things which are calculated to 
iuapire it and keep it alive. This love is of a nature 
very .differeat indeed from· that which we feel towaJ!ds 

those not connected with us by ties of blood: . they 
arise from sources wholly different. The .atter is in­

~pired by a look or a sound; the former must have 
habit, and early habit, too, to insure its exis~ence in a 
degree that can render it a motive of action. There is 
nothing in the form or the features, or voice or, motion 
of the parent to awaken or preserve love in the child. 
Tu pUI!!:!~!!!! thi~, therefore, there UJ.u~t be l:I serie/! of .the 

kindest acts on the part of the parent, beginning even 
Wor~ lltt: child Clom !:Ipeak., and nevel" ceatjillg uuL wiLh 

the parent's latest breath. To say to aaon, I am your 
parent, is very little. If his UWIl h~art do not tell him 
this, you may as well hold your tongue. 

Children are born with dispositions widely different, 
and are. to be treated in a manner suited to those dis­
positions. But, one thing is applicable to all cases; 
and that is, that every child ought to be treated with as 
mue}! kindness and indulgence as is compatible with Its 
own .good, and that parents have no right to follow 
their own pleasure or amusements, if, by following 
them, they neglect their children. They have brought 
them into the world by their own choice; and, having 
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done that, it is their first duty to watch ove~eir in­
fancy with incessant care. They are 110t to shift thofle 
cares on others. ThesE! are duties not to be performed 
by deputy; Of, jf they be, let not the parents complain 
if the child's affections follow the performance of ,the 
duties. 

If this be the case with regard to those. duties which 
may, without any positive violation of the taws d 
nature., be performed by deputy, what are we to say of 
that :specie!! of neglect, or, rather, tha.t .specie.s of plr 
rental cruelty, alluded to in my text! If" even the 
~ea-momtel'S urliw 'out the IJI'ealSt and give lSuck to thei.c 

young ones," what are we to think of those mothers,. 
and mothers pretending to religion too, who cast off 
their children to draw the means of life from a hireling 
breast ? .. 

In an act of this sort there are injustice, cruelty, 
baseness, grossness, and aU in the extreme degree. 
The mother's milk is the birtltrigkt of the child. It 
is his by nature's decree. Nothing can supply ita 
place. It is a physical impossibility to find another 
breast precisely suited to his age, his appetite and con­
stitution. Indeed, without his own breast, he is but 
half a child. .Besides, even if another breast, be found 
to supp\y~ in some measure, the place of that of which 
he has been defrauded, it must be to the injury of 
(mother. Another must be ousted from his birtlu:igbt 
to make room for the interloper. There must be two 
cast offs; two violations of the law of n~ture; two 
unnatural mothers. What must she be who can cast 
off her own child, and, for Mre, transfer her breast to 
another; and, what must she be, then, who, without 
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any temptation, other than her own gross propensities, 
can t:ommit her child to the care and the breast of such 
a hireling! 

The cruelty of such a transaction scarcely admits of 
adequate description. To inflict pain unjustly is 
-:.ntp.1ty; Ilnrl, whAt pnin~ !'Ire not infli~terl on the-sf'! bll­

t;li8hed childl:en? He who is the most fortunate; he 
whogWi the breast, is compelled to swallow what na­
ture did not design for him. Ailments, sufferings, tor­
ments of every kind assail even him, while, at the same 

time, he has no mother's care to alleviate his sufferings. 
But, what becomes of the child of the hireling? Btl 
has . neither mother nor breast. He is left to take his 
chance on food wholly unnt for him; nnd is, in fnet, 
exposed to die, for the sake of the money, for which his 
birthright has been sold J And, is this tolerated, or 
winked at, by that code of laws, which hangs the girl~ 
wholil~ ..:b:t:iul uf l:ihallle aud ,epl'Ua.;;h iudu.;;es hel to put 

an end, at once, to the life of the result of her amours? 
The crime, in this case, is more shocking than in the 
other; but, is the wiekedness' greater? If we take the 
motives, in the two cases, fairly into view, we shall see 
that 1:he heart of her, who destroys her new-born babe, 
though. that heart ·must be hard enough, inay be less 
flinty than that of her who banishes her infant from her 
breast, in the one case for the sake of money, and, ill 
the other case, for purposes too gross, too filthy, to be 
named. 

It ia.-a crime, and a crime which the law justly and 
invariably punishes with death, or with something little 
short of death, to expose an infant to the manifest ha­
!ard of peri~hing. And, is not every infant thus e;r-
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pused that is robbed of its mother'& milk.? A;nd, 811a1l 
.such robbery be regarded a.s no crime at all? if Bn 

infant die from ",·ilful exposure to wet or cold, is not the 
act of exposure deemed murder, nnd is not the guilty 
party put to ,death, and that, too, with the approbatioo 
of 1111 mankind, who, on such occasions, have no pity 

for the uNnatural mothe~? . But,is ~be, actuated by 
lhe fear of the displeasure of parents, by the dread,of 
/:Ihame and ruin; is she more unnatural, is she, indeedl 

uCildy so unnatural, ~ the mother, who, withollt the~ 

,strong ,temptatioDs, without any temptation at all, other 
thau those of tL~ 1Il0l,jL grul,jll ur wusL lIordid descnptiou, 
.exposes her infant to die a lingering death, to imbibe 
disease and feebleness instead of health and strength; 
who lets out to hire or dries up the fountain from 
which God. and nature say her infant is to draw.the 
moons of existence and of vigour? 
. The baseness of the banishing mother is e~uaJ k> 

her cruelty, ,The creature, on \\-hom she infticts cer­
tain suffering and probable death, is wbolly helpus" 
He has no frieD~, no defender, no protector, 1I~ one to 
plead his cause. The callow mouse or the naked bird 
is !lot so friendless. No? Has he no father ? None; 
for that man is unwQrthy of the name, who ean suffer 
80 foul, so base an art of injustice. Before the babe 
.can be banished from its birthright, father, mother, kin­
dred, all must be base. Look at its little hand, not 
so big as the top of your thumb; its fingers the, ~ of 
straws.: hear its voice smaller than the softest sounds of 
the lute; see it tlU'niag for the means of life to the 
Jimped and pure stores formed by nature; stand by 
while its little mouth is taken thence and placed .at tlle 
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nauseating hired mess, and, then, add hypocrisy to 
craeIty by calling yourself it~ father! 

And, what is the motive, to the commlSSIOn of 
thiS unnatural crime? For what reason is it that 
the rich mother deprives her child of his birth­
right? Can she give any? Dares she give any? 
The motives are two in number, the one, tl]at her 
beauty may not suffer from the performance of her 
most sacred duty; the other too gross, too beastly, to 
be named, except within the walls of a brothel. 
Let it be observed, however, that, as to the first mo­
tiYe, it is pretty sure to fail, if beauty be valued on 
ac~nt of its power over the husband. For, the 
flame of love being past, ilie fire is kept alive by 
nothing so effectually as by the fruit of it; and, what 
becomes of this, if the child be banished to a hire­
ling breast? Of aU the things that attach husbandS' 
to wives,that make the chain bright as well as strong, 
is the frequent, the daily, the almost hourly contern~ 
plation of that most beautiful and moat affecting 

and endearing of all sights, the infant hugged in the 
mother's arm~ and clinging to her breast. 'the 
prophet isAIAH, in announcing the promise of God to 
his people, 1ml) re(;UU"~ll to tilt:: iigurc uf muther 

and child: "Then shall ye suck, ye shall be 
borne upon her sides aml be damlled upon her 

kneeB." 
,Those who drive from their bosoms the fruit of 

their love, drive away the love also, or at least, the 
best guarantee for its duration. She who closes the foun­
tain of life against her off~pring is not a mother, and 
iI onlyhatf a wife. It is not the exterior of that 
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fountain that is the real cause of its being an object of 
admiratioll. The prophet HOSEA, in calling fora CUMe 

on the desperately wicked, exclaims: "Give theQl,O 
Lord; what wilt thou giy~ them 1" HE; hP.llitll\:.e.s 

here, as it were to consider, and to think of something 
peculiarly mortifying and degrading; and then be 
proceeds: "Give them a miscarrying womb and ilrg 
breasts!" This curse, 1;his degradation, the unnntul'al 
mother voluntarily inflicts upon herself; and, in doing 
this she hreaks in sunder the strongest tic that haUls 
to her the heart of her husband. Let the most 
beautiful woman in the world be placed before a man 
of twenty-two; see him dying in love for her; give 
him to know of a c;;ertainty that lIer breMt~ willim Ill:.. 
ways dr!J; a train of disgusting ideas rush th1'oagh 
l.Ws uuml, au..! he, . if uot the .'gr.Ulsl:lelt. uf mankind, . is 
cured in a moment. 

It is the interior aiId not the exteriQr of the female 
breast; it is the thought, and not the sight, t~al malu3Ii 
the charm. The object of which we are speakilig. is 
delightful from nr&t to last. It is one of thetbings 
which God has given to man as a reward for ltis tGiis 
and his cares, as a compl'lnsation for tbe nu.meroua 
trnub1es !\nd anxieties of life. B~t I appeal to the 
husband and father, whether that object. hasev~r, at 
any stage of life or under any circumstances,. ap. 
peared so charmin~ in his eyes as in those m~ 
when met by the lips of his child, and wbether his 
wife was ever so close to his heart, as when .smiling oh 
the babe at her breast? 

It becomes wives, and young wives jnpartWul., 
't9 think weU of these tiling!!; to reflect, that ,.be 
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'Who disinherits her son from the moment he sees 
the light, voluntarily abandons half ller claims as 
Q wife and all her claims as a mother. Marriage 
ill a human imtitntion intended to prevent promiscu. 

ous intercourse, and to secure the careful rearing up 
W children. But, if mothers cast off their children, 
otIe object of the institution is not answered; and 
that law appears unjust which enforces' fidelity in 

'the husbandalld duty iti the child, towards a wife 
and mother, who has refused to perform her quty 
towards either. A son, who is able to maintain his 
mothor, is by law, compelled to do it, in' caso 'she 

stand in need of relief: .But is this lust, if the 
mother. have robbed him of that which nature awarded 
hiin, and havo' exposed him to the manifest rilSk « 
. pe£isllmg iu hil! iufancy? Aud, uudtlr differeut \':i .. ~ 
cutRstances, under circumstances where the law il! 
,~Ient, . and where filial affection. is the only tie, what 
affilction, what obedience, what respect has she to 
~pett f,om a ;son;' when that son knows" that 'abe 
banished him from her breast, and that he oWes bis 
life, and perchance, his diseases and debility, to the 
mercenary milk of a hireling; when he knows, 
dIat, ,in the true sense of the word, she has ~ade 
him a,ba8tard: it being impossible that. a child can 
be basely born, and it being notorious, that the uniform 
eulltOm of men has. been to give the appellation of 
btuticrd to all animals borne by one and suckled by 
JOOth~r1 

Let it not be pretended, that a hireling will feel for 
"die i!hild that which the mother would feel; that she 
"frill have tlle same anxieties and take the same care. 
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Nature, which causes the stream to start when til<' 
mother's ear meets the sound of the longing voice oj 

the child, as which of us has Dot seen the milk of thf 
eWi:l begin to drop the moment she heard the demand­
ing voice of the lamb, though at the distance of half t:i-", 
field; nature, which creates this wonderful sympathy: 
gives the lie djre~t to all such false and hypocritical 
pretences. When the rival mothers came before So 

jt)fnon, "The king said, Bring me a sword: ,divide 
" the li\-ing ~hild in two, and give half to the one, 'Iunl 

H half to the other. Then spake the . woman, WhOSf 
tt the living child was, unto the king (for ber bowel!! 
" yearned unto her son,) and she said, 0, my lord 
« give her the Ii-vittI!; r.:kitd alld in Ito wise stU!! it. Dut 

" the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine. bt!J 
" di'vide it." N ~vtlr WWl then: II more bappy illustra­
tion of the difference in the feelings of a real and Uwst 
of a pretended mother. Observe, too, that the hirelil'l~ 
must begin by being herself an unnatural mother. 
she must begin by robbing her own offspring of hi: 
birthright; by driving him from her breast, and, ninety· 
nine times out of a hundred, from her sight: she mus. 
begib by doing that which even the sea-monsters al'~ 
not guilty of, and which is condemned by the uniforo 
practice of every beast of the field aQd every fowl Q 

the air. 
And, from a son of such a mother, whether the hirer ,e.. 

the hireling, is the mother, when he has ejcaped dearillt»i 
grown up to munhood, can we expect that ohedi~ 
which can only be the effect of filial affection? Solo 
moo. Provo chap. iv. ver. I to 4, in inculcating obedl 
ence,--states how he listened to his own parents, M:~ 
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gives this reason for his attending to their precept~ : 
" For, 1 WIIR my father's son, tender and only beloved 
in the sight of my mother." That is, that he was the 
favourite son of hig father, and that hili! mothl"r l()v~rl 

him in an uncommon degree. This was the foundation 
on which he rested the obedience of children; this was 
the cause to which he ascribed his having listened to their 
advice. But, what, then, is a mother to expect from 
a son who fails not, and who cannot fail, to know, that 
he was a cast-off from his mother's breast? What gra­
titude is he to feel towards one, who, from love of plea­
sure or from love of gain; from a motive the most grossly 
disgusting or the .most hatefully sordid, left him to take, 
in a stranger's arms, the even chance of life or death? 

The general deportment of mothers towards children 
that they have driven from their breast is vcry different 
from what it would have been if they had duly per­
fonned their duties as mothers. The mere act of 
bringing forth a child is not sufficient to create a lasting 
affection for him. A season of severe suffering is not 
calculated to leave behind it a train of pleasing· and en­
dearing reflections. It is in her arms and at her breast 
that. he wins her heart for ever, and makes every patig 
that he feels a double pang to her. H Can a woman" 
says ISAIAH, (ch. xlix. ver. 15,) forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion for him 1" 
But, if the mother have merely brought him into the 
worJd ; if none of the endearments of the cradle; if none 
of the intercourse of babe and nurse have taken place 
butween them; if the mother have, in the fulness of her 
fondness and amiable partiality, nothing to relate and 
to boast of in the history of his first twenty month~ j if 

K 
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this space be with her a blank in his life, slle never loves 
him as a mother ought to love; while he, taught by un'­
erring nature, is quick as lightning in penetratiug her 
fel>\ingjOl, .!Iud repays he-r with that indifference and cold. 

lIesS which, though a punishment of great severity, are 
Ler just reward. 

Wives, and young wives ill particular, let me beseech 
you to ref1cct Oft ·these things. Let me beeooch you 00 

cast from you, .I/.Ot your children, but those crafty flat­
terers ''IIho would persuade you, that to preserve your 
health and your beauty, you must become unjust, crue!l 
ball"', grollllilud unnatw"al; that, to provide for your health, 
you must dam up the fountains the flow of which is in 
many cases necessary to your very existence; and that, 
to make yourselves objects of love, you must cast from 
you that which of all \lhi~s in the world is best calcu­
lated to rivet to you the hearts ·of your husbands. But, 
after all, old age must come; and then where are you 
to look for the great comtOrterof old age; the affection 
and attention and obedience of children 1 For, always 
~car in mirid, that he, wbo has not known a mother's 
breast, has no mother! As you recede he advances; 
while decrepitude and deformity are creeping over you, 
he is bounding on in all the pride of health, strength 
lind beauty. Tender and mostafiectionate mother as you 
lnay have heen, and, as it is to be hoped the far greater 
part of you will be, he still stands in need of the COJilM 

mand of God: It Hearken unto thy father, and de.pise 
tlOt th''ljmotker when she is old." But, if, even in, such 
a case, the precept is necessary, what is to bind the son 
hI cases where, from the unnatural conduct of the mother, 
the' precept does not apply? If the son h"ve grow" 
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to manhood with a knowledge of his infant bastardized 
state; for to hide this from him or to make him forget 
it is impossible; if he have grown up in habitual cold­
ness and indifference towards you, how are you, when 
age and deformity and approaching dissolution have laid 
their hand on you, to expect reverence and attentive 
listening at his hands? Nothing is more praiseworthy, 
nothing more truly amiable, than to see men grown lip 
to the prime of life, listening with attention to the voice of 
their pareJl,ti!; but, is this to be looked for, or even hoped 
for, in the absence of filial affection? And how, amidst all 
the other objects of affection, wlUcl1 passion creates in 
rhe breast of youth, is that affection to exist, unless im­
planted. in infancy and cherishod all tho wily up to mo.n­
hood: and h9w is it to be implallted, if the mother cast 
otl' the child to Q hireling breQst 1 

There is liudeed, amongst tlle monsters in human 
Mtape, now-and-then a 8011 to he found, who can despise 
the coun3cls and even mock at the supplications and 
toarl5 of the llfi'ectioIlllte, ,lUld te~d<:r mothel-, 'whose l.)):Cdlit 

kas 'Dou~i8Qed him; who has knpwn (1,0 joy but in his 
smileti, I:IoIlU!lU bOiTOW but ill hi15 wailillg; who 111.\01 
watched with trembling anxiety every quiver of his 
speoohless ,lips; to wholle bear.t {;very writhing of his in­
fant body. has been a dagger; who has wholly fprgotten, 
amidst the dangers of contagion, her own life while his 
was 1ft .da~r; there is, amongst the monsters in hu­
man shape now-and-then to be found the son of such a 
mother to mock at her supplications and her tears. But, 
let us hope, that, in England at any rate, such sons are 
rare indeed. And, even ill such a case the mother hae 
this consolation; that tlle fault has not been hers; that 

l{ 'Z 



196 THE UNNATURAL MOTHER. 

she has done her duty towards God and towards he.­
child; and that. if she have an unnatural son, she has 
every just and humane heart to sympathise in her sorrows. 

But under similar circumstances, what consolat.ion 
has the unnatural mother? How is she who cast her 
son from her breast, to com plain of his want of affection:~ 
Old age has overtaken her; the fancied beauty, for 
which she bartered his birthright, is gone for ever. The 
gay hours, which she purloined from the cares of the 
cradle, are all passed away, and cannot be replaced by 
the comforting conversation and heart-cheering obe­
dience of hel" son. She now feels the force of the mnxim) 

NQ breast, no mother. The hireling is more his mother 
than she. The last stage of life is no sen son for the of­

ficiolls attention of friends; and he, who would have 
been worth all the friends in the world, has in his breast 
110 feeling sufficiently strong to draw him to this scene 
of !:!llUUt~!s. If held by ~ome tie of iuteltlll, hi!:! hy­
pocrisy, which he cannot disguise from the sharp sight 
of consciuus waul of uuty, uuIy auus to ht:r mortification; 
and though she roll in riches, she envies the happy mother 
in rags. Thus without a single ray to dissipate the 
gloom, she passes on to that grave, on which she knows 
itot a tear will be shed, and in her fate proclaims to the 
world the truth, which cannot be too offen repeated, that 
the duties of children and those of parents are reci­
procal, and that, to insure the performance of the former, 
the latter must tirst be performed. 

Emmett
Page8



THE SIN 

OF 

l"(JXBIDDI NG MARRIA GE. 

" Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 
shall depllrt from the faith. giving heed W seducing spirits, lind doc­
trines of devils. Speaking lies in hypocri.y: having their conscience 
.»eared with a hot irem; forbidding to mat"y." 

1'aul'8 1st Epis. to Tim. ch. iv. vcr. I. 

THE holy apostle seems, in the text before us, to 
have but too plainly and too preci~dy, ut::1St.:riLed [hal 

which we of tbis nation now, unhappily, behold. The 
speaking of lies ha1S bet!u LuI lOU commuu ill all ages. 
Hypocrisy, however, on a widely spread system, up­
held by positive schemes, open combinations, compactl'! 
and affiliations, has been, let us hope, known in no other 
country, as it was, happily for our forefathers, unknmvll 
in their days of comparative frankness and sincerity. 
But, the sin, quite peculiar to the pre&ent day; that 
part of the" doctrines of devils " which belongs wholly 
to the present generation, is, that which forbids t() 

marry; and that, too, under the false, hypocritical, and 
atheistical pretence, that God, while he constantly urges 
men to increase and multiply; while he does this hy 
general laws as well as by express command, has or­
dained, that, if they obey these laws, anrl this cOlllmand 
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they shall be punished and destroyed by their vices and 
their misery! 

When, in former times, men held unnatural opinions 
and cherished hellish doctrines, the dread of public 
odium restrained them from openly promu1gating those 
doctrines. But we live in an age when public rectitude 
has ceased to impose such restraint. Those, who hold 
these (C doctrines of devils;" who thus declare war 
against the fundamclItallaws of nature and of social life, 
and who set at nought the word, the providence and the 
power of God, not only utter their doctrines openly llnd 
without restraint or fear, but make a boast of their 

atheistical reveries, become enthusiasts in the cause of 
dariug impiulIsIIC:SS, furlU lIJt~IU:sdvt:8 iutu hamb, !;ct:k 

proselytes throughout the country, and in the excess of 
their insolence, which has been eucouraged by pub~ic 
forbearance, they s.eem at last, to hope to enlist the 
legislature itself uuder their banners, and to give tbe 
force of law to their inhuman, impious and diabolical 
principles. 

'V c all know, that marriage is necessary to the very 
existence of civil society; that, without it, the child 
would, in fact, have 110 father; that the intercourse be­
tween the sexes would be purely casual; and, in short, 
that there would be neither families nor community. 
The impious and audacious men, who wouJd fain pr~­
vent, or check, the practice of marrying, do not there­
fore, attempt to defend a total prohibition of the practice; 
Lilt would check the practice of marrying amongst the 
lubouring classes, and would, at the same time, have 
them pllni~hed for having children without being married! 
Their pretence, is, that, if marriage ~lnd breeding chil-
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dren be not checked by human laws, that is to say, by 
force, the people will, in time, increase 80 much in num­
bers, that there wilt not be food sujlicieut for them; 
and that a part of them must be destroyed either by 
disea.,e, famine, the swo,.d, or by ignominous death. 

Perhaps any thing so directly atheistical was never 
before openly avowed. This is, at once, to put man 
upon a level with the bp.asts of the fidel. T t sets all tht~ 

laws and commands of God at tleliance. It supposes 
hiR worn to he 1ie!!! or fonlishnf'sq; for, in how many 
parts of Holy Writ does he command to increase and 
multiply, and in how many other parts does he promise 

this increase as a proof of his approbation and as a mark 
of his blesbing! "Be yo fruitful. aud multiply; bring 

forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein." 
Genesis, ch. ix. vcr. 7. Agnill; "'rake 11 wife; nud 

Ii God Almighty bless thee alld make thee fruitful, and 
" multiply thee, that thou mllycst be n multitude of 

" people." Genesis, ch. xla'iij~ \'et. 3. Again in Ge­
nesis, ch. xxxv. ver. 11. II And God said unto Jacob, 
" I am God Almighty; be fruitful and multiply." 
Tbal jl:j tu 1m), tru~t ,in me; do not feal the wanl lJf 

food or of raiment sufficient for those that shall be born; 
I am God Almighty; I will take cure by my unerring 
laws to provide meat for every mouth. But, the im­
pious men, who would now forbid to marry, clearly rio 
not believe either ill the wisdom or the power of God, 
and, indeed, they cannot believe in the existence of a 
Supreme Being; or, else they are blasphemers who set 
his power and vengeance at defiance. 

In Numbers, eh. xxxvi. ver. 6. it is VI ritten, " Let 
your young womell marry whom they think best." 1u 
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Psalm cvii. vcr. 38. "He blessed them also, so that 
they are multiplied greatly." But. if we were to listen 
to these modern " sons of Belial," we must regard this 
as a curse, and not as a blessing. The prophet JERE, 

MIAH says, 41 Take yc wives and beget sons and 
" daughters; and take wives for your sons; and give 
« your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons 
" flnrl daughters; that ye may he increased and not di­
"minished." Not a word about checking the increase 
of people. N at a word. of apprehension that marriage 
and the breeding of children are to produce vice and 
misery! 

Can, then, any thing be more impious than the doc­
binc of thesc pt'cllchcrs of this" doctrine of dcvils 1" 

Alld, are they not directly pointed at in the words of 
my text "I Do tlley not al1~wer preci~ely to the de'" 

scription of some that should arise in these latter days, 
" Ijpeakillg lie~ in h!IPOcris.ll, IHlving tln;:ir cVlisd~lIC~ 

" -seared with a hot iron; forbidding to marry?" 
What, if these impiolls and cruel men could have 

theil' will, would be the consequences? We all know, 
that the greatest of all earthly blessings are found in the 
married state. Without woman, what is man? A poor, 
~oJitary, misanthropic creature; a rough, uncouth, a 
hard, unfeeling, and almost brutal being. Take from 
the heart the passion of love, and life is not worth 
having: youth has nothing to enjoy, and age nothing 
to remember with delight. And, without marriage, 
without selection, without single attachment, what 
is love '! The mere passion is still the same, but 
leading to a long list of woes illstead of pleasures; 
plunging, in short, a whole community into the 
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miseries of debauchery and prostitution, depriving 
children of the care and protection due from parents, 
and making a people what a herd of beasts now is. 

The preachers of the H doctrines of devils" do Bot, 

however, go this length; or, at least, they pretend to stop 
short of it. They would check the disposition to marry 
in. the labouring classes only! If they had selected the 
idle classes there would have been less ground for con­
demnation. But, let us look a little at their reasons for 
this dillholir.1I1 proposition. Th~y say, that thl.? lubolll'er, 

by marrying and having children, becomes a burden 
upon the parish; thnt he has no right to relief from the 

palish; that he ought not to have children unless he 
himself can maintain them. 

Now, to this there are twC! answers: FIJ!ST, that he 
has, if indigent, a right to relief according to those prin~ 
aples on whidl civil society stands: SECOCSD, that if he 
he compelled to give up part (~f' tltefruit of lti$ {abolt/" 
to others, he has an additional right, and is justified ill 
having childrcm with a view of demanding from thol!le 
others the means to assist in maintaining them. 

AI! tv tilt' UI8t CUlSe, ",bidl lSimply lSuppu:se1l tlJt~ la­
bourer to be destitute of a sufficiency of food and 
raiment, let us look back at the beginning of civil society. 
God gave all the land and aU its fruits to all the people 
thereof. He did !lot award a hUlldred acres to one and 
a thousand to another and ten thousand to a third. 
These are now become property; they are secured to 
the. possessors by the law!!; it is criminal to violate those 
laws. But, it was not, because it could 7Iot, be a part 
of the social compact, that any part of the people then 
e«fstiug were to be bereft of food and of'raiment and of 

K5 
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~he means of obtaining them by their labour. If the, 
""hole of the -lands -of this island, for instance, 'had 
been parcelled out intQ few hands at once, is it to be be­
lieved, til9t, thp. very next oily, the IlfllprietorR would 

have had a right to say to the many, "We will keep an 
" the fruits to ourselves, and you shall.stan·e; the lands 
" are our property, and you have 1W right to any share 
" in their fruits 1" Common sense says that this could 

not be; and, yet, if the first proprietors had no such 
exclusi-'rc possession, how came such possession into the 

hands of their successors? 
If the bnd of thiil island "Were, by an)' turn of events, 

by any commercial or financial consequences, to be­
come the property of forty men, would those forty men 
have (J right to cause aU t~e rest of the people to starve 
by throwing up th~ir lamb to li~ Calluw, and by merely 
raising food for themselyes and families? The hare sup­
position is monstrous; and yet, who can deny them this 
right, if the man in want of food and raiment have no 
right to a share of the fruits of the earth in the shape 
of relief. 

Ci,il society has 110 justifiable basis but 'that of the 
gellerc.l good. It intiicts partial wrong; it is partial in 
the distribution of its favours; it causes an uneqmtl dis. 
tribution of goods; it gives to the feeble what the law 
of nature gave to the strong; it allots riches to the ideot 
and poverty to genius; it endows the coward and strips 
the brave. But, with all its imperfections it is for the 
general good; and this is its basis, und none other it 
ha&. But, can it be for the general gooo, if it leave *e indigent to perish, while the proprietors are wal­
lowing in wealth and luxury'? Can it be for the general 
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good, if the class who tilltbe land, make the rcLiment, 
and build the houses, have no tight to a share.of the 
fruits .of the earth, and if their very existence be to de­
[lfmd on the mere mercy .or humour .of the proprietors 
of the land'! Can it, in,a word be for the general good, 
if the law .in not Affef'tllnlly provide thllt thp. mlllly sbaH 

110t be sacrificed to the a'larice or cruelty of the few? 
Happily the laws bequeathed us by our just and pious 
fOrefathers, those laws so consonant with the laws .of 
,God, those laws which the preachers of the "doctrines 
of devils" would now fain overthrow; happily thos~ 
lawa grGwing out of the basis oJ civil society, have givtlu 

the many a compensation for the loss of the right!i of 
Aature, and have said to the proprietOl's, 'I'll() land i~ 

yOU'1'S; but n.o man that treads it shall perish for want. 
As to the second case; t.o tell a man that· be loses hits 

claim to relief in consequence of his having children; .is 
to tell him that he has no right to love.. and to 
teU him that he has no right to IQve, is to tell him that bii 
has no 1'igltt to live; that h~ ha~ ,IIU ri.ght tv l:lin.ya 

heart ill his bosom, and no right to breatb.ethe air! To 
tell him, that he has 110 right, except in cases of un­
aoroidable misfortune, to throw the burden of maintaining 
his childrell Oil others is. true enougb; hut,· then, let 
him for their maint.eftance,nave all th~ {ruin of his and 
their labour. Let 00 part of this hard earned fruit· be 
taken away from his cot and be -carried Itnd given Jo 
ethers. Let the proprietors not call UPOI), him tor.u 
p.rt:of what he has earned, ,-",d then tell him, that they 
are not bound to assist him in the rearing of his family. 
Nay, m CMlunon justice and for mere shame's sake, let 
d.lem Dot compel him to come forth .and venture. his life 
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in their defence, and then tell him, that, if he love, 
marry, and have children, it is at his piril ! 

Happily the monsters in human form, who have 
broached this truly hellish doctrine. have, as yet, no 
power to give it practical effect. If they had, if the ex­
Pl'lItion of it f'Oulr] he, hy any possibility, endured, this 
eountry, so singularly favoured, so blessed by an all­
lJountifu[ Providence, must II gil ill hpc.ome savage and 

desolate; for, it is not against the idle but against the 
laburious, not against the drones but against the bees, 
that these SOliS of profaneness level tbeir poisonous 
shufts. If indeed, it werc the idlers, those who live Duly 

to consume (I do not use the words invidiously,) those 
who do not a5"i~t the laboriou.~ part of the IIntion, tbose 

who devour and contribute 1I0t towards the raising offood ; 
if it were this cIa:.s that these men sought to prevent from 

l'luu'rying, there might be some apology for the propo­
sition, some reason, on this ground, for an endeavour to 
prevent an increase of those whose utility in the w(lrld 
is not so apparent. Such might be prevented frow 
marrying upon the ground, that their increase would add 
not.hing to the stock of foop, and might be a still greater 

burden to the laborious part of the community than that 
same class is at present. Even as applied to those 
classes, however, the doctrine would be false and im­
pious; for, in all communities there must be many, 
who do not assist in raising food. There must, in every 
community, be some to live at their ease, or there would 
be no stimulus to labour, ease being the great object of 
industry. 

But, no: these daring sons of Belial, so far from 
proposing to check the increase of those who do not 



FQRBII)DD1G M AnnIAG 'E. 205 

labour, wish to keep down th,e number of labourers 
:md to load thp.m with heavier burdens in order that 
those who do not toil may have still 1110re than they 
110W have; ill order that the small portion of food 
and r~iment which now goes to sustain the fainting, 
the sick, the wounded, the worn-out labourer or his 
helpless children, may be retained to augment the 
consumption and the enjoyments of tho8e who never 

perform any toil from the hour of their birth to that 
of their death! No objection have they to the mar­

riage of these; no objection have they to the feeding 
with rich food, and clothing in gay attire these classes; 
no objection have they to the marrying of those, who 
make no increase in the mass of food or of raiment; 
they can, without any complaiQ.t, see the offspring of 
thCllC mailltaiued ill idltlllt:I;~, ill grcl:It IlUllllJt:r~; here 
these impious men can find no objection to marriage, 
and can discover 110 evil ill an 'ill(:rea~e of numbers. 
The words which God addresses to the industrious, 
they address to the idle: .. Be ye fruitful and mul­
tiply." So that, if they could have their blasphemous 
wishes gratified, society must come to an end, for the 
earth must remain untilled, raiment unmade, and houses 
Imbul\t. 

There are, indeed, two descriptions of men, 
anlOngst whom, according to the ,word of God itself, 
abstinence from marriage may be laudable, and 
amQngst whom marriage may, in the opinions of some, 
",ith reason and piety be checked. The first of these 
are priests, or teachers of religion. Saint Paul, in 1 
Cor. chap. vii. says, that it is good for teachers to re­
mai.n unmarried; better to marry than give way to in-
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continence; but, he strongly recommends, that they 
abide even as he; that is to say, free from the enjoy­
ments and cares of marriage. And indeed, when the 
professions of men are, that they morti(v their flesh, 
that they have devoted their bodies to the Lord, that ab~ 
stinence is a part of their duty towards God, that to 
him their vessels are dedicated, and when, on this. ac­
count, they are maintained free of labour and receive 
great deference, respect and obediellce, it does not 
·serun nnreasnnl'lhle, (IT unjnst, nay, SOIllf' Chrisrinns in4 
sist, that it is demanded by decency and pi«:t)·, that 
they deny themselves all carnal enjoyulents. To this 
we may add, that the priest has his flock to superintend; 
tbat, by the Ulo~t solemn of vows, he takes on' him the 

care of souls; that his business is not only to preach, 
but to set an example of, the mortification of the flesh; 
that he is to teach and watch over the children of 
other/! ; that he is to "isit the sick in houses other than 

his own; that, ill short, the morals, the minds, the 
souls of his fiock are committed to him; and, that aU 
these demand an absence of those dome~tic delights, 
CaTes and auxieticlS, whidll-ell:;uu tdb U~ 11m:;!, ill mliDI 

cases, be but too incompatible with the diligent and 
zeelous discharge of the duties of the pastor. Hence 
the urgent recominendatiol1 of the great apostle of the 
lilfistian church to its pastors, H to abide even as I; " 
and, it is well known, that he abode unmarried, that:he 
ab8tained from all worldly enjoyments, that he devoted 
himself to God, and that he even "worked with. his 
hands," that he might have wherewith to assist the 
indigent. 

How different the "doctrine of devils!" Thia 



FORmllDISG MARRIAGE. 207 

doctrine proposes no check to the marriage of priests of 
auy denomination. Tirey may have wives. and as 
many, one after another, as mortality and choice shall 
afford them the opportunity of having. Tiley are 
called upon, by these men, " who speak lies in hypo­
crisy," to practise 110 H moral restraint." K () p.ah­
mities are anticipated from the increase of tlteir oft:. 
spring, begottell in plenteous ease, and fer! :md clothed 
and reared and mamtaiued by the Illbour of th09!l 
very classes, to the indigent llmong~t whom these 
impious men would forbid marriage on pain of 
absolute starvation! Properly 80 maintained, if they 
please, because agreeably to the settled laws of the 
land, to which we all owe obedience, and which we 
are all bound to support; but, if 110 cltec/c is demanded 
here, surely, 110ne call be demanded on those who 
labour. 

As to the other de8criptiou of persons, alluded to 
auove, the Scripture does not, indeed, speak so posi­
tive~,;, but, still, it does speak with sufficient clearuess. 
1 f the fallen state of man has rendered necessary a 
description of persons, harsh, unfeeling and cruel by 
the habits of their calling; a description of persons 
whose food and raiment are derived from the miseries 
Qf o.thers, and whose enjoyments are the fruit of sor-
1'Ow, who can know no harmony but in quarrels and in 
strife, whose eyes can see nothing in DIan's actions and 
character but what is criminal; a description of per­
sons constantly in search after flaws and faults, and to 
'whose souls of chicane quiet possession of property 
aud spotless inllocence in word and deed are as- the 
eyes of ' the basilisk: if the fallen state of man· has 
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created such a description of persons, it does not 
seem impious to think that human laws should interfere 
to prevent, or, at least, to check their increase. And, 
some have thought that this is consonant with ancient 
usage! Look into the Books of Kings, Chronicles, 
Jeremiah llud Daniel, and yo., will tilld, that thi~ 

description of persons were disqualified to become hus­
bands and fathers; and for a very sufficient re:l$on, 

namely, that, being necessarily habituated to the prac­
tising of harshness and cruelty, they ought not to be 

permitted to produce their like, and to endanger thereby 
tile hearts and minds and sou18 of a whole commu­
nity. When the tyrant AUAn ha'd an act of injustice 
to execute, the instrument was a person of the calling 
here alluded to. And, in the memorable case of the 
ltuf(Jltuuatt: Y AIIHT!, whom the t,YI'almical and capri­

(.,~ous AHASU£ltUS turned away, stigmatized and 
itripped, only lJecaut;e she would llUt cUlllie!SCl!llU tu ue 
set up in public as a show, we find the principal advi· 
sers and executors of the barbarous deed to he of 
that calling to which we are here alluding; and, we 
:fllld also, that the persons of that callillg were, by 
means the most effectual, prevented from increasing 
and multiplying. 

But, do the impious preachers of the H doctrines of 
devils" wish to put a check on the increase of this de­
scription of persons? Do they wish to prevent them 
from marrying 'I Do they grudge food and raiment, 
even to gluttony and drunkenness, and flowing robes 
llDd falling locks, to this brazen, bawling, mischief­
hatching and pain-inflicting tribe? Do they ca1} 011 us 
to put the foot on this viper's nest, from which spring 
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half the miseries of human life? No; but on that of 
the harmless and industrious plover, which, without 
any cares, any caressing, any fostering, on our part, 
gives us food in due season, and sets us an example of 
gentleness, patience and fortitude! 

Thank God, we are not so far debased, so com­
pletely lost to all sense of moral and religious feeling, 
so wholly divested of all that (!ommon sense which 

teaches us to refrain from acts· tending to our own 
destruction, as to listen patiently to this advice, though 
pressed upon us with all the craft and all the malig­
nity of Satan when he 8(;duced our first parents. If 
we were, in evil hour, to listen to, lind act upon, that 
advice, what would be the consequences? These 
speakers of " lies in hypocrisy" pretend, that the in­
cn:a5t: uf tht: pt:llple t:xt:t:tJu::; the increase in food. 

Why do they not, then, propose to check the increase 
of those who eat ann do not produce, instead of those 
who produce what they themselves eat, and what is 
eaten by those who produce nothing? Why do they 
not propose to stop the increase of mouths without 
hands? Why do they propo,~e to check the increase 
of the labouring classes and propose no such check 
on the classes of idlers '? 

But, this a false pretence. They well know, that 
with the mouth come the hands; and that, if labour 
receive its dlle reward, labour itself is a sufficient 
check on the increase of man. What they aim at, 
is, to have the benefit of the labour aplnopriated 
solely to the lIse of the idlers. They would restrain 
the lahourer from marrying, that they and the like ot 
them might el~oy and revel ill luxury by means of 
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the further deductions that they would then make 
from his labour. They, foolish as well as wicked, 
would check the breed of the drudge that draws the 
plough, that more of the pasture, the com and the 
hay may be devoured by the hunter ood the racer; 
furgetting, that, in proportion as the drudge slackens 
his traces, the high-blooded breeds must cease to 
cat. 

Besides, if this fiend-like doctrine were adopted, 
what would be the moml consequences? What limits 
would there be to that promi:!cuou8 intercourse, to 
which the sexes. would constantly be impelled by a 

passion implanted by nature in the breast of every 
living creature, UJO~t ltmiaHu ill itsdf, amI fitF too 
strong to be subdued by auy apprehensions to ~'hich 
1.hl;; human heart is liable? These impiuus .. Jia.rs 
and hypocrites" affect to b.elieve, that young men and 
women would, out of fear of the law, impose 011 tbeln­
selves" a moral 1'estraint." What, a moral restraint 
in defiance of nature, in defiance of their very organi­
zation, and iu defiance, too, of all the commands and 
all the promises of God! A moral restraint in 
defiance of thclle ! The very thought is madness as 
well as impiety; and no law, founded on such a notion, 
could produce any but immoral consequences, except 
universal and just contempt alld hatred of those who 
should be so foolish and so detestably wicked as to 
pass such a law. 

The Book of Common Prayer of OUf reformed 
church declares to us, that it ""ill meet for Christiau 
men to,marry." It tells us, that" little children are as 
H arrows in the hand ot' the giant, and blessed is the 
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H man that hath his quiver full of them." One of the 
principal causes of dissenting· from, and protesting 
against, the Church of our falbers, was, that it did 
not pennit p"iests to In 11 ny, thongh thp. prohibition 
was, as we have before seen, sanctioned by, and 
founded on, the express and urgent recommendlltion of 

Saint Pan), who added his great example to the pre· 
cept; and though, as we have also before seen, the 
recommendation was backed by numerous and most 
cogent reasons, connected with the diligent and zealous 
discharge of the duties of teachers of religion. There 
have been those who were of opinion, that this was, at 
bottom, the main point with many of those who made 
the reformation. But, be that all it may, it jl! a fact 

not to be denied, that one great ground of objection to 
the Catholic church, was, that she did not permit the 
priests to marry. And, what was the fou71dation of 
the objection? Why this ; that, if not permitted to 
marry, they would, they must, be guilty of criminal 
intercourse; for that, it was to suppose an impossibility, 
it was to set reason, nature ami God at defiance, to 
suppose, that, Without marryiug, the priests could pre­
serve their purity. 

This is a fad notorious in every part of the world 
whither the sound of the words Catholic and Pro­
testallt has reached. Well, then, if this objection to 
the Catholic church were well founded, what becomes 
of the powers of that "moral restraint," which these 
sveakers of "lies in hypocrisy," have now, all 'of a 
sudden, di~covered for the use of the w~lOle body of 
the labouring classes of this kingdom? If men, few 
in number, educated for the purpose of the ministry, 
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bound by the most solemn vows of chastity,_ jealous 
to the last degree for thp. rl'putation of their order, 
practising fasting and abstinence, early and late in 
their churches, visiting constantly the sick, supersti­
tious in their minds, having the awful, spectacle of 
neath almost daily under their eyes, und clothed in 

a garb which of itself was a deep mortification and 
an antidote to passion in -the beholders; if such men 

could not contain; if it were deemed impossible for 
such men to restrain thcmselve15; and, if this illlpo~­

sibility were one of the grounds for overturning a 
Church that had existed amongst our fathers for six 
hundred years, what hypocrites must the reformers 
of this church have been! or, what hypocrites are 
those who now pretend, that mere "moral restraint" 
is, under a pruhilJition to marry, of sufficient force 
to preserve the innocence of fanners' men and maids! 

No; adopt thili impious doctrine, pass a law to put 
it in force, aud all the bands of society are broken. 
Stigmatize marriage, and promiscuous intercourl!e is 
warranted and encouraged by law. To stay the cur­
rent of the natural and amiable passions is to war 
against nature alld against God. If the terms of the gra­
tification be changed from the oblIgations of. marriage 
to the yoluntary offerings of affection or caprice, the 
indulgence can only be the more frequent and followed 
by effects more calamitous. From a community of 
fathers, mothers and families of children, this kingdom, 
so long and so justly famed for kind husuands, virtuous 
wives, affectionate parents and dutiful children, will 
become one great brothel of unfeeling paramours, 
shamelc8s prostitutes, and :fi:liserable homeless bastards. 
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Such is the point at \vhich the greedy and crafty speak­
ers of H lies in hypocrisy" are aiming; but, to that 
point they will never attain as long as there shall remain 
amongst us any portion of that justice and humanity, 
which have always heretofore been inseparable from 
the name of England. 

ON THE 

DUTIES OF PARSONS, 
AND ON 

THE INSTITUTION AND OBJECT OF TITHES. 

" Woe to the idle Shepherd that leavE'th the dock!" Zech.uiab, 
chap. xi. ver. 17 . 

.. Woe be to the Shepherds of Israel that do feed themseh'ea r 
" Should not the Shepberds feed the flocks? Ye eat the fat, and 
"ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye 
" feed not the flock. The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither 
"w.ve ye hea.led that which .. ft3"ick, neither haTe ,-.; bound up that 

" which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which WAS 

"driven away, neither have yll sought that which was 108t; b1lt 
"with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And they lVere 
"ltllttered; because there is no shepherd." Ezekiel, chap. XJ.lliv. 
ver.Z-:J. 

BLASPHE}lY is the outcry of the day. To blas­
pheme is to revile God. But, according to the modem 
interpretation of the word, blasphemy means the ex­
pre$sing of' a disbelief in the doctrines of the Christian 
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Religion. Now, does it not become us to consider II 

little how it can be tbat this disbelief, sometimes called 
infidelity, can possibly exist in this country? It may 
beobser .. ed, here,. by the way, that Jews are notorious 
i,!fidels: that they profess to ridicule the ChristiaQ Re. 
ligion, and boastingly call its Founder an impostor. 
Yet, we see that the Jews are not denominated bias­
l>hemers. The Jews are not prosecuted. The Jew8 
!Ire, al:! we well know, a most cherished sect; and 
are possessed of iniluence that can hardly be de­
scribed. 

It is not my object, however, to defend, or to apolo­
gize for, the entertaining, and much less thepromul­
gating, of priuciples of intidelity; but, to inquire how 
it can have happened, that such a continual interference 
of the secular arm should have been necessary to check 
the progress of thGs unbelief. We believe the Chris­
tian faith to be true; we believe it to have been the 
~'Ofk flf God himself; we believe, that by inspiration 
from .H~'f(l CD.me thc Book of that fuith. Now, truth, 
even without any such support; clear truth is a tbil,lg 
so sU!1Iug in itself, that we always firmly Joely ou it& 
prevailing in the end. How comes it, then, that a truth 
ItO imtx'!'tant as this, and Ilupported by such authurity, 
should stand in need of the PUllY assistance of nne and. 
imprisoIlIIlt!ut ? Thi~ wuuhl naturally BurprlBe UlI" 
even if the Christian Religion were left unprovided 
~ith a priesthood established by human laws: what, 
then must our surprise be, whea we reflect, that we 
na.ve apriestbood, appojnted for the sole purpose of up­
hoJ.ding this religion, and that that priesthood receive, 
gene£2l1y speaking, a tenth part of aU the produce of 
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the earth; when we reflect, that the whole of our 
country is divided into small districts; that each of 
these contains a li¥ing for a priest; that, in each of, 
these districts the priest has a church to pray and preach 
in; and that his office gives him great direct power 
end gr~atec influence in secular as well as spiritual 
lIl&tters ? 

Surely an establishment like this ought to be ade­
ct~ate to the supporting of truth; and of truth, too, 
thet . has the sanction of the word of God hilll~elf! 
Surely we o\.Jght to hear of no necessity for the i11-
ferference of lawyers., jutics, judges, and gaole.ri'! to 
uphold -a belief in this truth! Yet, we do hear of 
&UoCh interference, and, indeed, we hear of little ehlt: ; 

for the cry of blasphemy resounds in the senate as well 
.. iu the L"QUlt:s ; . amI, if WI;! t:;ivl;! t:rl;!uit to all we hear, 
we mustbclieve, that hlasphemers actually overs,prend 
tile land. 

Let us, then, ~ee, whether this inundation of 11111-. 
tfulity may not possibly be ascribable to the want qf a 
lull performance of duties on the part of thi$ same 
pr.iefthood. To assist us in this inquiry, let us :first see. 
mhat t.hQ3e duties are; and this we shall bei!!t ascertain 
by:gaiftg back into the history of the remunenUiollpro­
vided .for those duti~s; in other words, into the history 
qf those tithes, which llowamount to such an enormous 
sum. Inverting the order in which they here stand, 
1il..e are the three topics which I mean to disq.lsS in 
ttl" discourse. 

I. I read in a Tract, caned the" I1u3bandman'~' 
Nmwel/' published by the Parsons' Booksellers, 
C. aDd J. Rivingt<m1' for the a Society for pr'.lmoting 
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Christian knowledge," sold for twopence, and said to 
be "written by a minister in the Country /01' the use 
of his parisllioners," the following words, put into the 
mouth of the husbandmall when he is " setting forth 
his tithe; and I have here to beg the reader to observe, 
that these words are put into the husbandman's mouth 
by his Parson.-" Now I am i;etting forth God's por­
" tion; and, as it were, offering to him the fruits of my 
" increase: and truly, it would be an ungrateful thing 
" in me to deny Him a tellth part, from whom I re­
"ceive the whole. But why do I talk of denying it 
" Hip!? It is in truth robbing Him, to withhold hut 
" the least part of this, which the piety of our ances­
" tors hath dedicated to him. Ala .. ! it i~ whllt T ne­
" ver had a right to: and when I set forth the tithe, [ 
" give him that which never was mine. I never bought 
" it in any purchase, nor do I pay for it any rent. 
" \Vhat then? Shall our ancestors engross the whole 
" reward of t1;J.is piety? No, I am resolved to partake 
" with them; for what they piously gave, I will reli­
"giously pay; and I in Illy heart so far approve of 
It what they lave done, that were it left to myself, to 

" set apart what portion I myself should think fit, for 
" the wai,ltl::uance of. Ood'l!I minil!ters, I 5hould take 

" care that he, by whom I receive spiritual things, 
" should want llutiIiug of IllJ temporal." 

'Ve will not, upon an occasion like this, give utter­
ance to those thoughts which are naturally awakened 
by the reading of such a passage, written, as the title 
asserts, to .. advance the Glory of God!" We will 
restrain ourselves, in thii case, and suppress that indig~ 
nation, an expression of which this insult to our under-
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standings would fully warrant; but, when blasphem.'IJ 
is the outcry of the day, we may appeal to juries and 
judges, whether a greater, more impudent mocke1'l1 of 
the name of, God than this, was ever printed or uttered 
by mortal man! Not content v. ith this, however, the 
impious man, whose writings the " Society for pro­
moting Cilristian J\'llowledge" seuds forth, proceeds 
thus, in a species of pra.yer that he also plltsinto the 
husbandman'lS mouth: "Do thou therefore, 0 my 
H God, accept of this tribute which lowe Theefor all 
" thy mercies.. It is, I coufess, thine own, hut do 
". thOtl accept of. me il~ re'Qdering thee, thine own; fOl' 

H thou, who searchest the hearts, knowest that 1 do it 
U cheerfully, f.-cely, and willingly. And 1 beseeeh thee 

" to keep me in the frame of miud, that I may never 
il covet.any man'l!I good::!, much leOl8 thut whieh is thine. 

" Set a watch, 0 Lord, over mine eyes and hands, let 
" tbt!m llt!ver Lt: uefileu VI itl. mpiue and sacrilege; that 

" so the dreadful cnrse .which followeth the thief may 
" never enter into my house to-CUll~UlUC it. And [Ul­

"ther I pray thee, that of thy mercy thou muyest so 
H bless the labour of my hands, that 1 may have a large 
" portion yearly dedicated to thy serxice; and tiJat ill 
"exchange for these. things temporal, 1 may recehe 
" the things which are spiritual and eternal." 

Monstrous mockery! liut, let us put a few ques­
tions to this " Minillter in the Country." We willuot 
h~re ask him how the husbandman can .be giving tithe 
in e:rcJwTlge for. spiritual food" ill, those three cases, 
perhaps, out of five, ,where he seldom or never sees 
the face of the parson who re«eives the tithe; we will 

L 
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llot ask him that, in this place, because a fitter place 
lll:ty offer; but, we will ask him ou wht\t autlwl'i~1j 
he calls the tithe" God's portion;" in what p,art of his 
w'ord God has commanded any portion at all of the 
produce of the earth to be given to a Christian Priest? 
Does he appeal to t~ Mosaic Law? 'Vby, theil, does 
he 1I0t kct:p the Sabbath and not the Lord's day'f 
why does hfl not kin the Pasd.al Lamb, and offer up 
burnt offeriRgs ? Wby does '11e:eat bwoo, bacon, and 
hares? And, particularl,l,'l why does he pot content 
himself with a tenth of the " illrrease," and not take a 
tenth of the crop: and, further 1 w.hy doe~ he npt divide 
his tithe with" the poor, the widow and the atranger;M 
and tlQt keep it all to bil.}lse:lP And, besides this, W\l:1 
U()(~8 Ire not, as the LEvt!gS did, renounce, for himself 
aud bit! childs'cn, aU othe,' worldly poa,essiQ..ru.? "And 

" the Levi1ie that is ,,,ithin thy gates; thou. 'slm.lt not 
'I forsake him; fOl' he b'.ls n@ part WJl' inheritance with 
~, thee." Dent. chap. xiv. vel'. 27, 

It itS den, therefore, tbat he liltS nu fuuudati.ou on 

the ~Uosaic Law; and, as to o.ur S~l\'iour and his .apos~ 
[leIS, lIUt one word do tJwy say to give CuuIltenauc6 to 

fiuch 8 claim; while, OIl the other luwd, they say ,Q\1itc 
.enough to sati,'lfy any mlUJ, that they never mended, 
Hever 80 much .. , thought of, ftck. mode of maintain­
ilJg a Christian teacher. In the tirst place our Lord 
tteclaJ'cs tile Law ()f l\iIIl6e.sto he abrogated. He 1'Iel.B 
aside even the Sabbath. And, ,,-hen the Pharisee; in 
the parable, vaunted that he paid tithes of all ,tWtJ; he 
possessed, the rebuke he l'eceivedis -ILlite I5Uftleient to 
~how tIle ~egfC6 of lnerit that Clu~ist allotted to that 
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sort of piety; and, indeed, this parable seems to have 
bjOlen used for the express purpose of exposing the 

cunning of the then Jewish priests and the folly of 
their dupes in relying on the efficacy of paying tithes. 

But, what do we want more than the sileTiceof our 
Saviour M to thi~ point? If the tenth of the "in­
crea.se" (for it ,vas not the crop, or gross produce) was 
intended by him still to be given to the teachers of re­
ligion, would he, who was laying down the new law, 
have never said a single word 011 su importallt a matter 'f 

Nay, when he was taking lea"e of his apostles and 
!epding them forth to preach his word, so far is he from 
ta1king about tithes, that be bids them take neither 
purse nOlO scrip, but to sit down withttlose who were 
willing to receive them, and to eat what people had f1 

mind to give tltem, adding, that "the labourer toas 
worthy of his ldre." That is to say, of food, drink 
and lodging, while he was labouring. And IS It on 
this, the only word Jesus Christ ever says about com­
pensation of any sort; is it on this that Christian 
teachers found their claim to a tenth of the whole qf' 
the produce qf' (l country! If this be the way in 
which they interpret the Scriptures it is time iudeed 
thut we read and judge for ourselves! Ob, no ! Not 
a word did our Saviour say about tithes: . not a woro 
about rich apostles, but enough and enough about poor 
ones; not a word about worldly goods, except to say, 
that those who wished to posseS'S them could not be 
hiJ3 disciples: enough about rendering to Casar the 
things that are Cresar's, but not a word about rendering 
to the priests any thing at all. In short,- from one ead 
of the Gospel to the otber, ~he preaches humility, low-

L'2 
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Iiness, an absence of all desire to po~sess· worldly 
richcs, and he expressly elljoins his disciples "Ji'ee(1j 
to give, as they bad flcely received," 

A llc\, as to the apostles, what did they do? Did 
they 110t act according to tilt) command of Christ? 
Did they not live in ('omm(m ill all ca.>es where that was 
practicable? Did they nut disclaim all worldly pos­
~..,~~innq ? [n Corinthian;;, Chap, ix. Sllint Pllul Illys 
down the rule of compensation; aud what is it'~ 

Why, that as the" ox was not to be muzzled when he 
vms treadiug ont the corn," the teacher was to have 
food, if uecessary, for his teachiug, fol' that God had 

" ordained that they which preach the Gospel should 
Ih,c of tile GOfpel." But, t.J here n word ab9ut 

tit Ires ! And would the apostle have omitted a thing of 
so much importtmcc? III another part of the same 

chapter, he asks: "Who goeth a warfare at any time 
at his 07£n charges?" Which clearly shows, that all 
that was meant was enlertainment on th.e wa,Y' or when 
the preaclrer wasfrolll Iwme; I1IllJ, "IJeu tile prtluchiug 

w; S 011 the spot where the preacher li\'ed, it is clear, 
frolll the whule uf the A <.:ts uf the A posties and from the 

whole of the Epistles, that no 8uch thing as compensa­
tion, in any shape or of ally kind, was thought ot. 
~·aillt Paul, in writing to the teachers in The!lsalonia, 
says: " Study to be quiet and do your own business, 
" and to Mark with YOllr OWII lwnds as u'e commanded 
".'1011," 1 Thess. chap. iv. ver. I I. And again, in 
Q Thess. Chap. iii. vcr. 8, he bids the teacher remem­
ber, " N either did we eat any man's bread for nought; 
H but wrought with labour and tra\ail, night and day, 
II that we might not be cloargeable tu ang." 
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And yet this" JJIinister in the Countr!!," whooe 
\ll'itillg~ the " S()('idy for tllf~ Propagation of Chris­
tian Knowledge" puts forth, would have us belieH', 
that" Gud has set apllrt" a tenth part of the whol" (If 
the produce of the COlJlltry fur the use of this " )1 i­
nister" lind hiB hretllren! That, for the present, it is s .• 

llet apart by the laws, in Englaud, we know very well ; 
but that it) quite cmother matter; an.l, as we shall see 

by-and-by, this law ha.~ been changed many times, amI 
may, of cour8~', be chnnged agnin 

Thus, then, that tithes rest upon no sa'ipturai 
<luthQrity i:l a deal" CMe; and we have next to inquire 

·into their origin and the intended lise of them in this 
killgdum. 

This writer of Tracts for the" Christian Knowledge 
Society," wi~hiug lu inspirlj his pari~hiol1en; with filial 

,piety and to tUrtl it to his o\\n accouut, says, that the 
"piety ({( our allces(or8 tl~tli(;alljtl. titbt:1:S to Gud;" 

and then he exclaims: H shall our ancestors engros'l 

the whole reu:ard of this piety!" He omits to tel\ 
his parishioners, that these H pil)us ancestorsU of Ollf~ 
.were Ronum Catholics, against w!Jose faith he protests; 
whose doctrines he' calls idolatrous and dam71a{;{e: 

and from whom he and his fellows, and their Protestant 
predecessors, took those very tithes which those ,~ pial/s" 
believers in idolatrous and" damnalJle doctrines" de­
dic.!ltcd to God! He omits to tell his parishvllcrs 
this; but, leaves them to believe, that this presclJt 
church was in existence when tithes were first intro­
duced into England; for, it would have been awkward 
indeed to extol the piety of those from 'Whom he and 
his' fellows had takelt tlte tithes aum;! But, it be-
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comtos US, who are about to enquire whether the pre­
sent clergy pe,:forrn their duties, to go back to this 
conduct of these &, pious ancestors;" for, there, in the 
motives for instituting tithes, we shall find what those 
duties were expected to be; and, in fact, what those 
duties now are. 

We have seen that tithes rest on no scriptural au­
thority; and we have now to see how they came to 
exist in England, into which Christianity was lIot in~ 
troduced until GOO years after the birth of Christ. In 
the meanwhile it had made its way over the greater 
part of the continent of Europe, and the Pope of 
Rome, as the successor of St. Peter, had long been the 
head of the Church. In the year 600 the then Pope, 
whose naIDe was Gregory, sent a monk, whose name 
was Austin, with '10 others under him, from Rome to 

Eligland, to convert the English. They landed in 
Kent, nnd the king of Kent (there were several king~ 

doms in England then) received them well, became a 
("'·:mvert, and built hOUl!ell for them at Cauto::ilJury. The 

monks went preaching about Kent, as our missionaries 
llv alllulIg~t the Imlillilli. They lived ill COmmO!I, and 
ml what people g(!'ve them. As the Christian religion 
~xtellded itself over the country, other such a!lsem· 
1J1ages of priests as that at Canterbury were formed; 
but these being found insufficient, the lords of great 
landed estates built churches and parsonage-houses on 
them, and cndovrcd them wilh lands and tithes after the 
1l1Ode ill fashion on the Continent. The estate, or 
district, allotted to a church, now became a parish; 
(Iud in time, dioceses arose, and the division became, 
as to territory, pretty much what it is now. 
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Here, then we learn the motives of " our pious a11 4 

cestors" in making these endowments of fillIes. They 
wished to have a priest always at hand to tedclt I he 
ignorant, to baptize chilliJ'Pll, to visit the sick, tu ad­
minister comfort, to be the peace-maker, the kin:! 
friend and the guide 'of his people. Nor were these 
tithes to be devoured or squandered by the priests. 
They were divided thus: " Let the Priests reeei~e the 
"tithes of the people, and keep a written account 
U of all that have paid them; and divide them, ill the 
" presence of such as fear God, according to canonical 
" authority. Let them !let apart the fi.rst share for the 
" building and ornaments of the church; and distribute 
" the second to tile pOOl' and strangers with their OWIt 

H hmlds, in "ten:,/ and uwnilit1/; and ft'serve the third 
" part for- themselves." Elfric'l:! Canoll::!, 24th. 

These were the intentions of " our pious ancestors; " 
and thi~ brillga Ui!! to tlJ\: ~ecolld tupic uf Illy lijlScuUl~1:: ; 

namely, the Duties of the Parsons. 
II. :.fIle Vtll Y Utut i'ut/,Ii for builuiHg churdw:; am) ClJ­

dowing them with tithes prove, that the constant resi­
dellce of the prje~t, or parson, il1 his parish ",,'as his jint 
duty; for, what was the endowmellt torelst)'? And, I state, 
upon authority as good as any that history can present, 
that for nearly jive hundred !leal's after the introduction 
of Christianity, no Buch custom prevailed ill England as 
of hirillg curates, or other deputies, to supply the place 
of the parson who had the li\'ing. Uur ". pIOUS llU­

cestofl5" were therefore, sensible as well as piolls: they 
required duties in return for what Liley settled on the 
parsons. These parsons were, lJcsides, let it be remem­
bered, unmar'ried men; and if we are to impute (and 



224 PARSONS A~D TITHES. 

which in justice we ought) the institution of tithes to 
the pie(~1 of our ancestors, we must also impute to their 
piet1j the establishing of a priesthood 110t permitted to 
marry! We must impute this to their riety, and, indeed, 
to tht'ir wisdom also; for how obvious are the reasons 
that the tithes l1e\'cr could be applied according to the 
intenlion of the founders, if the priests had wives and 
{amil ies to maintain! 

Thus, then, if we be to appeal to our pious ancestors, 
and pious and praiseworthy we must allow them to have 
been; if the" Society for Propagating Christian Know­
ledge" will in~i"t upon referring us to these our ances­

tors as examples for us to follow as to this great matter 
of titlFs, we have to remind it and the parsons of these 

eigld tMugs :-1. That the doctrines of the Catholic 
Church, which our pious ancestors endowed with the 
tithes, are, by our present parsons, declared to be 
idolatrous and damnable.-Q. That our parsons call the 
head of that church Antichrist and the whore of Ba­
hyloll.-D. TJlat thi~ ~ame " SVl:idy fUI" prupagation of 
Christian KnOlcledge" advertise no less than fourt-eell 
't'"panlte wUl"k~ wl"ilten by om bishops and archbishops 
" agaillSt Popery," that is to say against that very faith 
tv ~upport which our pious ancestors instituted tithes.-
4. That we may be allowed to wonder how it can have 
come to pass, that, as the errors of our pious ancestors 
were found, at the end of eleven hUlIdred .lJears, tQ be 
so damnable, the tithes which they granted were not at 
all erroneous, bllt, as this parson now tells us, were 
" dedicated to God !"-b. That our pious ancestors 
gave only a third of the tithes to the parsons.-o. That 
they required the parson to expend a third on the huilding 
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and ornaments of the church.-7. That they required 
him to distribute the other third to the poor and tht> 
stranger with his OWl! hands in merc.1f aud humilit,/j.-­
And, 8. That they required him to be constautly i't'­

sident and not to marry, and compelled him to take all 
oath of celibacy, in ord~r that, divested of the cares and 
anxieties inseparable from a wife and family, he might 
wholly devote himself to the service of God, auel be til 
\'ery truth that which the Bible, from one end to lLe 

'Other, requires a priest to be, a faithful and rlililJ;l'llt 
sltep/~erd of the religious flock: amI, for being \yhich 
merely ill name, such woes are prono\ln~ed agaillsl 

priests both by prophets and apostle~. 
Of these eight th;ngs we hme to remind the parSOll!!, 

when they tell us to loo~ at the comillet of our piuw; 
ancestors; and especially when they tell ns to follow 

the example of tlwse allcestors with regard to tithes. 
These were the conditions ou whieh the tithes w" ... , 

given, and litis might be truly said to be dedicatill~ 
them to God. Accordingly we fiud, that, as long Uti 

the tithes were applied to these purposes, there wen:~ 
JiO pool'-J'at.es,' no vagJ'aJd act was required; no clll1l'l'l!­
J'ates ",:ere demanded of the people; and yet all th{)~e 
magnificent cathedrah and those churches were built, 
the beauty and solidity of which are now the mOllu­
llIellh of their grc<lt, alld of vllr link, mimls. 

Hut, above all things, when our parsons bid us look 
at tile pit:ty uf UUI" <luccswrs ill this article of tithes, we 
(lught to bear iu mind, that the parson of Our ancestors 
remained alir:a,lJs wuh his .fiock; that he was allowed 
to hire I/O ~;.utstitute,' that he could ha,-c but 01te li'L'iJlg'; 
and, indeed) that he could never change from IJne to 

L 5 
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allOt her, but illu!+t remain for life with the church tt 
which he was lirst appointed. The Canons of our 
pions ancestors said this: " Let no priest remove fen 
" gain from one chlirch to another, but ever continue in 
" that, to which he was ol:dained, so long as he Jives." 

This was truly being a shepherd; and, as the parson 
could have no fumily of his own, hi~ flock had the 
whol,> of his care!!, and, indeed, his shure of the tithes 

was neceslSarily expended ill his parish. Will the 
" Society for the Propagation of Christian Knoll-'Iedge" 
say that this is the case 7/ow? Will they aay, that the 
parsons now constantly reside on their livil1g~, and ~!!t 

their time and tithes are wholly spent amongst their 
parishionels '! If they cannot say this, let them and 
the parsollS (:ease to remind I.'S of our pions ancestorl.!, 
kat we "rclhindthem of tlfe cvmiuct C!f the pa'rsOlltl of 
those ancestors. ludeed, it would he p'rudent in the 
present parsons never to remind us either of those an­
ecstors or of their conduct as to matters of religion i 
ut't:aust', :it i~ impossible for UIcI, if so minded, not to 
make comparisons; and, especially when we are bidden 
t6 look back to those aucestors for all example to follow 
ill matters of this sort; it is h:hpossible for us not t6 
percei'fe a most monstrous inconsistency in thil> eulo­
gium on our ancestors, when c-ompared with the as­
sertions of our parsons as to the errors, the idolatr;/f, 
the damruibleness, of the doctrines, in which those an­
cestors, -during It period of eleven hundred yeal:s, Hved 
and died! We ~ce our parsori5, upon every occasion 
that offer'S, 6ppming even the smallest proposed re"" 
laxation of the }a,,'S which 80 sorely oppress out G'a­
tholic fellow subjects; that is to say, thoae who hafe 
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remained, through three hundred years of persecutions, 
steady in the faith of their and our pious ancestors. 
We see our parsolls resisting with might and main every 
mp.RSIlfP. pl'Oposed fnr relieving the Catholics ti'om allY 

of the restraints that have been imposed upon them, 
or Ilny of the pains and penalties to which they huyc 

been kept continually exposed. We see our parsollS 
yielding readily enough to the free toleration of tlW~L: 

who deny the divinity of Christ, who laugh at baptism 
and the sacrament of the Lord's supper; but, as to 
those who adhere to the faith of OUr pious ancestors, to 
these our pan0118 will grant no il1dulgellce •. They <Ill; 

60 watcbful as to these, that when some Catholic ladie~ 
propo~d to keep a ~chool at 'VjlJdJt;!~ter, our parSUIJ1!I 

called for an act of parliament, and uMuined it, to 
prevellt tho!)\:: htlli~s fruUl li.lkiug Protestant childrell 
into their school, lest those children should be COII­

verted to that wry faith which was held by OUl' pion~ 

ancestors, who founded the churches in which our par­
sons preach, and who endowed those churches with the 
tithes that our parsolls now receive; and, observe, for 
which endowment Ollr parsons extol them to the hea­
'fens, call them pious, can them wise, while, at the very 
same mOrRl!nt, they ft~sert, thatthe bare fact of a mau'S' 
fiolding firm to the faith of th"se pious and wise an­
cestors ought to be considered 8S a disqualification fiJr 
places of lI'ust or for the 1huking of laws! Aye, and 
while they assert this of theIaith of {)Ilr piQUS ances .. 
tors,tbey tell 118, through the medium of their" So-· 
dety for promoting Cllristian ](llowledge," that' t1lOse 
who gave th(> tithes to uphold that faith H dedicated 
them to God 1" 
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The human heart is capable of strong feelings, the 
human ton~ue of strong expressions; but, did heart 
ever feel, did tongue ever utter, indignation adequate 
to this monstrous inconsistency 1 

But, is it 1I0t worth our while, even if it were only 
for Lhe cnrio~ity of the thing, to inquire how the tithes, 
dedicated to a faith which our parsons hold in aMc1'­
{'ence, came to be possessed ,by 0111' po'no1ls? Is it not 
worth our while to inquire, how it came to pass, that, 
when' OUT parsom found the faith of our ancestors so 
erroneous a~ to be called idolatrous and damnahle; 
when they found the faith so bad as to require rooting 
out even by most cruel penal law~; 110W it came to 
pass, that, when they fOllnd the faith so utterly abomi­
nab Ie; how it came to pass, that when they were pul­
liug down images, confessionals and altars, and were 
sweeping away all the other memorials of the faith of 
our piou~ ancestors, they should haH! suffered the 
parsonage-houses, the' glebe~, the tithe.s, and even 
Easter U./ferill[{s to remain, uay, and have taken these 
to fherl/.~el/)es, and to be enjoyed, too, not in tltird part, 
Lut in whole? 

This is a vcry interesting matter, anti an inquiry 
into it will naturally lead me, by-and-by, to my tbird 
and concluding topic, namely, whether the present 
parsons perform the duties which were in the contem­
plation of those who end~ved the Church with tithes, 
and whether the allcdged ir!fideli~1f of the day, inay 110t 
possibly be ascribable to the want of a performance of 
those duties. 

The tithes were, as we ha\e 8eeu, given to, and 
eujoyed, or, rather, admiuistered by, the Cntholic 
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parsons for about eleven out of the fourteen hundred 
years of their existence in England. For the first fi\e 
out of the eleven, no such thing as nOll-reoidence, or 
stipendiar.1J curatillg, was known. After the .Normans 
invaded England these thIngs began; and, in time, 
IJY one means or another, by king8, 1I0hies aud mo­
nasteries, the parishes were greatly robbed of their 
tithes, and miserable vic,a!'s linn (,"rI~te~ werE' ph\ce'{j 
in the Churches in numerous cases. A t last that event 
which is called the Reformation took place; und, the 
struggle ended in the orertlirow of the Catholic uud 
the establishment of the Protestant Church, that is to 

say, a Church which protests against the Catholic faith, 
to uphold which tho tithes had been instituted. 

The new parsom, though they protested agaillst the 
/ai.th of the Catholic parsons, did by no mcans protc6t 

agnimt the tithes which had been granted to l1phold 
it. They professed to keep all that ,vas good, aud to 
cast off all that was bad, of the old r.hurch. What was 
good a.nd what bad, we Id.ymen may, }JerlJap~, nut be 

l'ompetellt judges of; but we know that they kept very 
carefully i:l1I the pm !>oUi:lgt:-IJVII~t:1S, <:Ill the gkue1S, all 

the tithes, all the Easter Offerings, all the surplice 
fees; and that they cast qfl constant residence, dh'ision 
of tithes iuto thirds, keeping the dltlrches in repair, liv­
ing unmarried, and relieving the poor and the stranger 
with their own hands in mercy and humility. Such, 
indeed, was their keeping and such their casting off, 
that the Catholics said, that protestant parson meant a 
person who protested against anybody liaving the 
Church property but him~elf ! 

Uur " piolls ancestors" (omplained most bilted) of~ 
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and several times rose in anns against, this " Reforma. 
tioll," which. during its progress, cost many thousaUds 
of them their lives in the lield and on the gallows and 
the scaffold, amongst the latter of whom were FlSHlil!., 

bishop of H.ochester, and Sir THOMAS MORE, Lord 
High Chancellor, who were regarded as two of the 
most learned as well as IDOlSt virtuous men of their age. 
However, the rulers prevailed at last, and, by Act of 
Parliament after Act of Parlimcnt, the protestant 
Chutr.h, "m by law established," became what it now 
is, allowing the parsolls to marry, giving them the whole 
of the tithes, leaving the Churches to be repaired and 
the poor' to be relieved at the expense of the parish­
iOller~, and as to the" strangers," whom 0111' " pioull 

ancestors" dderrd the parson to relieve" with his own 
hands ia mercy and humility," they, as w.e well know, 
are now left to be dealt with by constables and beadles 
and keepers of bl·idewells. 

No ldgher than thi~, therefore, call the present par­
sons go for any of their claims. They can go no higher 
than the reign of llarTlI the Eighth/who cast off some 
vf his wivel:l and killed other5 of them. The Acb of 

Parliament passed in his reign give them their rights; 
nod hence it is, that they take care to call theirs " the 
Church of England as b,y law established." This is 
light tROugh. \Vt:: know well, that they ha~e luw; lh~t 
they have Acts of Parliament, for possessing what was 
originally giVffi to a Church against which they prGtest; 
and we know also, that it wo~ld be llO " sacrilege" if 
the Parliament were to take awa,Y that which it bad the 
power to transfer; uay, we kuow, that the Parli~ent 
CIKlI and do, take aw::;.y part of what is called the 
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Church Property whenever it, ill its wisdom, deems it 
ineet to do so; and we know, that it, not long ago, did 
take away part of it for ever by the law for what was 
called the redemption of the land-tax. Of coursoe, 
that sacrilege, which the "Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge" talks of is no sacrilege Ilt all ; 

and the Parliament can diRpose of this property how it 
pleases alld when it pleases; and can, if it please, 
apply the whole to public uses, such as those of paying 
off' the Debt, euppol·ting the crown, carrying on war, 

or any thing else. 
In the meanwhile, however, and until it shall please 

the Parliament to do, in its wisdom and in accordance 
with the prayers of the people, something of thi:s lSOl't, 

we allow, we must, in the most unqualified sense, allow, 
that the parsons have law for what they claim. But, 
in ftllowillg this, we ill the sal11e unqualified manner, 
deny that they havl:l allY ditim at all I:lXCtlpt that which 

is founded on the acts of the Parliament. 'Ve deny, 
that they have. any claim, founded on the Mosaic law, 
or on the Gospel, or on the Epilrtles, or on the motives, 
iutemions, or usages of our pious ancestors, ,,,ho en" 
flowed the Church with tithes and other things; and, 
therefore, it enly remains for us to inqttire what duties 
were imposed eu the present parsons by the laws which 
transferred the tithes to them; and then we shall see 
80mething of how thol!e duties have been pe.rfermed, 
attd !/llan be, in conclusion, the better able to form a. 
judgment as to the great object of this discourse; 
nMlicly, whether the present alledged inundation of jnfi­
Mity may l\'Ot possibly be ascribable to the want of a 
fun perfol'Ulflnce of tltose dtities. 
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We have seen, that the new laws dispensed with the 
important duty of r~m!lillillg umnul'I'ied; 'that they did 

1I0t require the parsoll to keep the church ill repair and 
to divide hi~ in('olnP ",jIb tbe poor and, the sttnngcr; 

but, though the llew lu,,'s 'allowed of pluralities alld 
llon-r"sidpll{'" to a very great extont, still they did 

enjoin residence, except in certain cases expres~ly " by 
I!lW Piltablish",d;" and, they proyided, that, if a pa .. "oll 

should be absent from his li"viug for a eel tain length of 
tim~, he should be liable, 011 information being laid 

against him, to pay a Jlella/~~1 of so much a month for 
the time of !iiI:! ablJence. Thi~ wa~, to u u::rtaiu extent, 
all obligation to reside at all)' rate. Jf a man had one 
Jiving, he wus to re5ide UpUII it; and if more than one, 
he was to reside UpOll olle '-!.f them. No very great 
/wnlsliip, one would tlliuk, fur the" shepherd" to be 

\\ here the H jiock " was. \Ye will say nothing at all 
here "bout the IIUJIIllt:1' of raking care of the flock, but, 
we may, I think, insist, that the flock could not have 
much beudll from the shepherd, if t1w shepherd. did 
lIot, for a long time together go near the place where 
the flock was! That, I think, we may venture to assert. 

Well, then, let us now see how the law, even the llew 
and relaxed law, \\Ias, as to this matter, observed by 
the parsons of our Protestant Church; and, this brings 
liS to my thirQ concluding topic. 

II I. WlteLllel' tile present inundation rif infideli!.,! 
may not possihly be ascribable to the wallt of a fuli 
perjormaJ. ee (if duties on the part of tlie parsons. Now, 
011 the ground just stated, 1 shall 8uppo~e it taken for 
granted, that, if the parson do not live where the flock 
Jives, he cau be of no usc to it, either in inculcating 
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the faith, or in checking the progress of infidelity; and, 
'be~ides this, when the flock see him set his duties, 
tlis obligations, his solemn engagements, and the COlll­
mands and dem,Inciations of God; when the flock sees 
the pastor set all these at open defiance, is there not 
good reason to fear, that the tlock wi II tu~gin to go 

astray, to wander from the faith, to doubt greatly of 
the truth of the thing ~ltogether; in short, to become 

unbelievers, or ilifidels : and in the fashionable language 
nf the day, f,/asphemcrs? 

The Prophet Zechariah, in the words of a part of 
my text, has, manifestly, Sl~ a result in his eye when 
he cries, '" W (,e on the shepherd that {eaveth his flock." 
And the prophet Eze/;;iel, in the othCl" purts of my 

text, clearly meaus to impress the same thing 011 the· 
minds of the priests. ""hnt, indced, call be more just, 

than that woe should fall upon those, who, " eat the jilt 
·and clothe tllem5elve~ with the wooL" but who feed not 

the flock! Who strengthen 110t the dise,aged, who 
ht!al 110t the sick, who bring back not those that have 
been driven a'.,'ay, who seek Il0t the lost, but .who, 
" rule the flock with force and with ('ruef~Ij?" nl 113t 

not the flock be scattcred, in mch a case'? :Must they 
not wander 'I And, as to the shepherds, "Thus saith 
<, the Lord God; behold I am ngaiTISt tlie s/Iephel'tis; 
" and I will require my flock at their hand, and came 
" them to cease feeding the flock; neither shall the 
" shepherdsjeed themselves allY lJIore: for I will deli­
" ver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be 
" meat for them." 

N c.: are Christ and his Apostles silent upon tJlis 
great subject. Palll, in writing to Timothy, says: 
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" Preach the word; be instant in season, out of sell­
" son; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all along suffering 
" and doctrine." The A !Jostles tells the teachers to 
teach publicly" from hous6 to house; to show them­
"seh·cs in all things pattems of good works; to be 
"examples ill lvonl, ill ronv('rqntioll, in chnrity, in 

" faith, ill purity; to warn every man, to teach every 
" nHIIl ill ",-isdmu, fhat they may present every man 

"perfect in Jesus Christ." The teachers of the 
Gospel are called Ambassadors, Stewards, Shepherds, 

\"'atchmen, Guides, Lights, Examples. But, how 
are they to be any of t~se, if they seldom or neVeT 

ue any of those, whom they have pledged themselves 
to touch'! 

Jesus Christ says, H Go ye into all the world" and 
" preach' the OOl!pel unto every creature; and,' lo! 

" I am with you always, even unto the end of the 
"world." And the apo~tle Paul, umongst his uu­
mcrous urgent and solemn exhortations S:l),S, in Acts, 
chap. xx. ver. f}.7." 1 take you to recorJ this day, that 
" 1 am pure from the blood of all men; for I have 
" S!l Ulmcd 110t to declare unto ,·ou the coun~el of 
"G"od. Take hc'Cd, therefore, ~nto yourselves, and 
" to all the ftock over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
" you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which he 
" hath purchased with his own blood." Aud he ex~ 
hOI (s, too, that the teachers should do their duty for 
rdigioll sake, and not for the sake of gaill. A Bishop 
i; Hot to Le "greedy of filthy lucre, nor COVCIOllS."­

Tim. chap. iii. vcr. S. And the same in Titus, chap. 
i. Ycr. 7. And Peter, ill Epist. 1. chap. v. ver. 2. 
has this exlJol tatioll, "'hich ought to be wr:tttll on the 
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heart of every Christian teacher. "Feed the flock of 
"God which is among yon, taking the oversight 
" thereof, 110t by comtraillt, but willingly, 110t forjilth~1f 
'" lucre, but of a ready milld. 1\ either as being lords 
"over God's heritage, but being elampley to tIle 
"j/(wlr.. AmI, when the ('hiAf SJ,epherd shall appear, 

H ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 110t 

" away." 
What then! Can we, with all this before as, belie,'e, 

that a p"rson does his ditty, if he do not even reside in 

the same place with his flock? And, when we see a man 
taking the income of two or three living3, and seldom 
or never go near eitber of them, are we still to look upon 
him as Q follower of the A postles, and entitled to the 
respect and reverence that is clue to Wieir memories and 
names? I will say not a single word about the morals 
of ollr parsons; about the way in which the greater 
part of tbel1l I!pend their time; <thout tilt: wIJIluly allairs 

in which they are most frequently busied; about the 
part which many of them take in political matters, and 
espcc:ially in elections: I confine myself, solely to my 
text; and I say, that he who takes charge of a t\ock, and 
does not remaiu with that flock, subjects himself to the 
1voes there denoun.ced against the unfaithful shepherd. 

13ut, there is, besides the injunctions of Scripture, a 
positive promise, which the par~ons make to God, at 
the time of their ordination. "They profess, that they 
" are inwardly moved by the Holy Ghost, to take upon 
"them this office and administration, to serve God 
" for the promoting f!.( his gI01:'I and the edifying of 
" his peop{e." They declare also at their ordinatioll, 
" that they arc determin.ed with the Scriptures to ill-
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" struct the people tltat shall be committed to their 
" charge; they promis~ that they will give their faitlifiJi 
" diligence always so to minister the doctrine and sa­
" cramellts and the discipline of Christ, as the Lord 
" hath commanded, aua as this realm hath received the 
" same according to the commandment of Gocl; that 
" they will teaclt the people committed to their cure 
"and charge with all diligence to keep and. observe 
" the same, that they will be ready with fill faithful 
"diligence to ballish and drive away all erroneous 
" and strange doctrines contrar./f to God's word; and 
"to nse pubLic and prit;ale admonitiolls alld ex­
" lWl'tcdions, as well to the sic!. as to the ",:hole, within 
" tlzeir cure8, as need shall require and occasion be 
" given; that thliY will be diJigellt in the prayers and 
" in -the reading of the Holy Scriptures, and ill 
" such studies as help to the knowledge of the same, 
"la~l/iJlg aside the stud.!! C!,f' tlie world and the fiesh; 
" that they will "be lliligcut to frame and fasllion thern­
"selves and their families according to the doctrine 
" of Chri.st, that they may be wholesome e.l'I1mples alld 
"spl'.ctacles to tile jlock l:f ChJ'ist; alld that they will 
"maintain aud set forwards quietness, pc.ace and love 
"alllong all Christians, but, specially amollg them 
.. that llrc or shall be committed to their charge." 
Alld they most sol~Il111ly ratify and conilnn these 
;,/ICdarations and promise by receiving the hO(1J com­
JIIunion • 

.:\ ow, how are the), to do these things, or, indeed, 
<lily part of these things, Ul1iess they ~e (It the places 
"'here they have so solemnly promised to do them? 
How are the} to promote God's glory and edify his 
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people; how are they to ilJstruct the people committed 
to their chal'g'e; how are they to explain the word to 
the people of thei'r cure; how are they to be ready 
with faithjid diligellce to banish and drive mea!1 all 
erroneous and strange doctrine contrary to God's word, 
and eSJ)ecially from amongst them that are committed 
to their charge: hmv are they to fulfil any of these 
solemn promi!le~, if tIH'Y a[J$(!nl themselves from the 

very spot 'ft'here the people committed to their charge 
reside? And, if, h!I\'ing already one living, they grasp. 

at allother or two, how do they obey the i1tiunctioll of 
the apostle, to avoid filthy lucre; how do tbey obey 

Christ, who bids them freely give j how· do they fulfil 
tl e~r own promiRe, made at the altar and with stich 
awful solemnity, to lay aside tlie stuil:1J rtf the U'orld, 
a ld how do they show themsehes followers of the 
Apostle, who bids tltem " be subject one to another, 
" and be dotlted with Iwmility, ~et:iug that Gud resist­
" eth the proud and giveth grace to the humble? " 

That thi~ py~~e~~illg of tVlo, or more; uellefices by 
one parson is commoll i.ll ElIgland and heland is no­
torious; though the full extent of it we are unable, 
without great labour, exactly to ascertain. And, as to 
non-residence, as to absence from the flocks, what do 
we need more than this; that, in 1799, a gentleman 
laid informations, according to law, against great llum­

ber/! of parsons for absence from their flucks, and, of 
course, sued for the penalties in which he was to share. 
Now, wonld not 'one naturally suppose, that the dergy 
in general w<,uld have been glad of this? The fact, 
however, is, that they obtained a )m ... · to be passed first 
to suspend, then to quash, these legal proceedings: 
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and, final/,r, an act was passed, which set aside, as to 
it'! mt)~t iYnportl'lnt pro",i~iol'\!j, thl'lt ,very act of Henry 

the Eighth, by which, in great measure, this Establish­
ment. WQS founded! Since that act, who is there that 
has thought it worth his while to say anything at aU 
upon the subject? And yet this "Society fQr pro­
moting Christian KnowledgeH would have us look 
upon tithes, in their present shape, amount, and applica< 
tion, to have been, " by oUf pious ancestors; dedicated 
to God!" 

III Ireland tile case is, if possible, still worse, and it 
j~ ill tLilt cuuntry tilt: call1>~ Qf 1!lill gn::atel" Ilcaudal all 

well as irritation, because there the great body of the 
people have, in spite of all that has been done to make 
them chahge, still adhered to the faith and worship of 
their and our" pious ancestors," who, in dedicating 
tithes to the Catholic Church, did, as the Sodety tells 
us, H dedicate them to God." In that now unhappy 
country, the tithes are gathered, in numerous cases, 
for the benefit of a clergy that are not only non-resi­
dent, but that protest against the faith aud worship of 
11 very gre.at part of those from whom the tithes are 
taken! Was this the intentiol] of It our pious ances­
tors 1 " Was it the iutention even of the acts of 
Henry the Eighth '/ 

To conclude (for, surely, more than enbugh l~as been 
said,) as we see that the parsons so solemnly }lfomise, 
at their ordination, to " ue ready with faithful diligence 
H to banish and drhlC away all erroneous alld strange 
H doctrine," and as it is a fact so notorious, that a very 
great part of them do not reside at all either amongst, 
or near, the people committed t-o their charge, is it not 
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a. rational and fair conclusion, that, if the land be 
iuunoatflrl by iTrlidelity, this sorrowful effect may 
possibly be ascribable to the want of a full performance 
of the duties of the parsons? To deny this; to say at 
any rate, that this cannot be, would be to deny the 
utility of the priesthood altogethpT. BA~dj>" (ann thi~ 

is the great poillt of all,) if the flock, who have also 
the Scriptures' before them; if they see, that the par­
sOfi acts as if he wholly disregarded the commands and 
denunciations therein contained; if they see, that he 

is so far from watching over the fold, that he never !lees 
it; if they know that he feeds 110t the flock, while he 
eats the fat and clothes himself with ihe wool; if they 
8t:tl lilth'y lucre in all hill' act~; if they /lee, that he 

heals I~O.t the sick, binds not the broken, brings not 
back the driven away, seeks not the lost, but rules the 
whole with force and cruelty, setting himself up as a 
lord over them, instead of being au exaruplt: to lin: 

flock in humility; if they see in him a llhephenl des­
cr ibed by the prophet 'Zechariah, (chap. xi. ver. 17.) 
will they not, with the prophet, exclaim, " Woe to the 
idle shepherd that leave/I! the fiock!" And, if they 
see him, laying by the word and resorting to the 
employment of temporal power, will they not proceed, 
in the words of the ,propl)et, to complete the picture: 
H the sw..ord shall be upon his right arm and UPOll 

U his right eye, and his arm shall be clean dried up, 
" and his right eye shall be darkened? " 

A great judge of the workings of the human healt 
says to the poet: "to make me weep you must weep 
!JO it rsel}:" And, assuredly, to make men believe, .you 
must act liS if you yourself belie'l..'ed. This is the 
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great and COil stant subject of the many and impres~ 
sive iI~l\llcliolis of the apostles to the disciples and 
elders. It wa9 suggested by a knowledge of the uni­
versal practice, habits and feelings of mankind .• which 
tell us, that, when we have duties to inculcate, a single 
example is "'ortb a thousalld precepts. To make men 
believe that lhe tempting bowl is poj~oned, you must, 
at the least, abstain from the drinking of it yourself: 
Belief is all act of tile mind, to be produced by per­
sn3tion, and mit hy forcf'; hy If'ading anll not by clriv­
ing. If those, who teach, lead the way, prove their 
fuith by their wOl'k~, make religion captivating hy their 

example, be faithflll shepherds, feed the flock, theu wjIl 
there be no need of lawyers, juries and judges; h.ut, 
if they do, aud bl', none of these; if ~hey feed not the 
flock, hut (Jnt the fat alld clothe themselves with the 

wool; if they. set at nought and bring scanda1 upon all 
the . precepts nnd upon nll the examples of those of 

whom they profess to be the followers, if, in a word, 
they prove by their Ih-cs, thut tbey tbcmsch·cB do ~ot 

believe that which they would punish others for not 
believing,. lawyers will plead, juries convict, andjudgcs 
condemn, ill vaiu. 

TII~: ~:ND. 

Emmett
Page8
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.,..k.lnfgoes, tban any bonk tbat ever waspuhlbbed'. ,I ltiiYe 
been continually receiving, from the year twenty to therrfS~llt 
..... &Ie ~1I" •• by word of mouth, or b" lettet, frOn! yoiJli/C mtlu. 
_."'~ i;lId. m.n', ",ho baY;e sahl, t!J,1t tbou(b ria~.qf.~.n 
~'1Weii.·il'bool, anflent! at tbe UnivenUy, th'rlltv~'ri~ 
"rstf/od· _til' tbin,&, 'of GralMftiU until' thory'!J\ijtfi¥d:~' • 
DOCTOR MITCHEL, of NEW YOllK, (a vcr)< tearned m-an,. and 
ntember of almost &11 the Jearn~d societies iit Europe,' aitd of all 
.,.e:.!l Ameri~a,) said, just afte; .tbis wnrk was I'ubii>hed. tba~ 
~'horly shoul11 read COBBETT'S GUMMAR: those .who knew.. 
DOtbinrof die 'lJbje,·t;'irf timet' to 'hl'lw- tontetl\mfW'k-tt ~ 
'W'Iio tbflughtthemselves good grammarians, In ordllr,lbllt ~mii.bt 
4Ltoo,..'r that they hat! a great deal yet to learn, Tbrs.' C?mPlhll". lI1' 
~perbaps,too high, though it was n"t' expresse~''ln '8J pre:­
eence. I have o{,ten giveo the REV/ElVERS a lash (or sllJrer!ng tlliS 
1JOO1t·1o work in way to Ihli edetlt, without dari/lirtb'~icf-~Y; 
_~I'ticularly t!,e SCOTCII REVU:WEIlS, ogllinst-wbo.'f __ ~ 
fNatest gradge; hut I have recently discovered, thl\tt'be E:ril~:' 
~_., E/II(!\'CLOP~DIA hal noticfd tbi, b06k, tttld"i4l;l:1tli1W~ 
"!b~ all ~ommon purposes, tbe best treatise we p~'e~S;. ~J?~-lPii~ 
CI'lt!1I entltlerl to' aupersede,!ill the popular, and many or the scren­
n tlfic, ~uuctiolls 011 the suhject of our language," These· g:en:­
otte1ben sayt·that they dijfer from me in some poi,ds, bt,th as to l'''­
ltfic.t and Jitt'l'atuu; and that th~y duttp'p"(1l!t of some patts of tbls' 
work, They .. aHude to <the political selltimellt9 conta~ed iwt/!e 
~a,an8 in"'ced, generally, in the way -llf examples or in­
.I~~j Rodlbeypartit-ularly allmle, perbaps, to many 'Criticisms 
i)li'll1Wg'3'~r', alld on the writing' of llIen in public situations, 
"."all-aware"tbat these paru~f the work.have I'reven~d it fro.n 
lIHtinp:' a,&:ide -all the otber Ellglisb Grat,pm~rs in _ all the scl\uvls ill 
",li.ill!fdum,· A ~cboolmastcr would be'rumed, If he were kU(Il'Q 
.ft!lcb .by thi, GI'ammal': for a scho()lmaeh'r 10 do thb, with- r~­
Pnili",IW:1.'hlldrellof tax·eat~rs, w(luld he Ilk!! fecdill~ youn .. rata 
_b . arsenic; aud a "pry large part of those \\ ho can af1'o~d·t.) 
lend children to schllol, are either tax.·eat{'fs, or wi"h to .In! ~~ 
'l'Iio.~ would, at HuM, blh"~ heeu agoou-J'ortunc, if It ~bhQ 
Wli!teu by ·any uthtr l!lan ; Bud if the rolitics hac.! beeu ~tlift, 
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I"xduded. But I knew thii from the beginning: an abstruse, a 
dry, an almost disg'nstiug subject, made so plain, so clear, so fa­
miliar, and so I'leasa)lt and entertaiuing at the n.lne time, this·w" 
8 tping that was sure to bCOQme of universal use; aUlI the profits 
would, of l'ourse, have been in proportion. I was told (I wanted 
no rellillIJ) that the pulit~.WOllld be an initrper:-..ble .Qbatacle-tQ 
this very !;,reat succ~s. My allswer Wag, ... I know it; hut, h41,­
.. siJes the plea.sure which I. ha,ve il.l.cpntemplating tlll~ .heavy.)pId 
".well-rnerited·blow3 that I berein ·give the boroughmoDgers;fte­
., sides this pleasure, 1 fore~ee that the day ,viII cOqle when these 
.. pok'tical sentiments will be the sentiments of the wh~"'atiou.; 
" and when men will wonder that they ever could have bet'n dis­
c, approved by any luen of senlle·Hd -&f boui!'ity; at any rate, the 
« selltiments are just; the facts are true .. aud those who reject 
., th.e book ou llC(:ountof.t""em, will have tile g~~~""itb­
-'.out·the ~efi~fit"ulltructioIl8; I will abide hy .,.~t-'" 
.. them abide by their vaselless and their ~Dorance." TQia OOll\rf, 
vu .. rhten in LONG lSLAlliD, in the summer of 18181 it'ia i,!II 
the,,{l!ftn of I..etten addrer.6ed to my son JAMBS, who Wf!Ji.:~ 
·fifteen years old; aud who lhen bee;an. fOf tlul first time ilol ni. 
life, evclI to look into a book of any sort, at mY·ll\I,gge&tiQII. 1:1. 
~<ll?leli my manuio:ripts as I pruceeded ; we sellt it to the ·pre./IiC 
Nnw YOItK. and seut copies of the malluscript toEngJ.a~4al~ 
~.~ tIme. I was two 1I:lOlIth. about it, ill tue hller-f~ls Lei' 8y iN 
Register, and the oc('upatiun~ of ~hootiog'all(l farmillg, aud visiti'U' 
li\Y Kitid llei?;hbours, 1U111 slHuking cig·;us. This is 11 d~ 
,,'olume,. aud (lle price Is TUIU~E SlfH..LIKG!>, b9UIl4l .. iJl,. ,~ 
TI.~jl;. "!I"~w tll:Hlion has gee)'! vl;l'y carefulJy ~evisl\l1 ~~ 
~~·e.x,ceUent p'apf,r.-lWd uf VCr] J{oOO. &.lid ~1iiII. ~ 
. ··~.',J?ti::BN<.:H GItAM~i\n. or, Pl ... ,. I''''~''IW,j;_.,./ftf' .. 
.Ltartllitg olli'r~nch. Price, bound ill boarus, FIVj<; SHlLU~ 

'l'h.e trl',eat ~ate of this, is, pel'naps, the best criteriqn.1iI ita <l. 
It';il!a .. r,Jd,'o •• eJ thi., in a ser" •• of ]c&terG, to my youngest a"lI\t 
'W·hQ.4'l.I~\'V f<>urteen years and a iJalf 011.1, and who haa jUtitbe:l»& 
t.{rJla4il; ·that heing about the age that 1 tbiuk it best for ~ 
fp,ht-lIi.ro!D .. Nul '"wk.'·j 'And,'" to gil't., tJ,~y .. ill alway. horia c .. _ 
iuooir.h,{.if you .s}-Iti'er any books LJ be in the house. 1 hll'\le ~ ~ 
'tillii ·or:.sd.~llg.little creatures uown to pore ovcr priuted Jetten. 
hefore. it'is.poss1ble fur them to understand, allY ;'ea.on .. hich,Yuli. 
,give iOJ;,&IIY thillg, The IIrst thing, ill my miud, iii, .. ,w"d<l.,.ullr 
~t '9.fi~i:!l thelll to have It.eaJ.thJl ~diu;· theil, &i 'Qon ~'W1ey 
(;all feqf~, . tney will, If they hlU'l!! iOOOU lUind$, leMD any ~ 
you.pul; pj!'l'ore them; and t.hey. will, ill a tritee, oYertake.the..~ 
~.lIIi-ters tIlllt have been ·perched upon a form from thr~'yeat~ 
loJOllrtceII. 1 have made this grammar as plain all I ~ibl~ 
<could: j luxe cnCOUllt!:'felt aUll "v~rcome all .tile Qlltlc1illJr0t 
giVY\g clea/' dffinitiun$: I have jJl'uceed~d ill iucll a way lijI.W 
Juak~ tb,e tatk of leal'Uiug as little difficult a8 pos;ible; ill shan, I 
ir,~;"l!Jok UI")" mj' wu.-l .. ". l'.r{'~c~ ill .. uew edi,lon"w~~ will 
com.e from the pross next mOllth. I am .orry that it haa bte\!"~ 
accitle n tally, so JOlJg out of' print; because: this. has nil" OBI)' UC)­

", ... i()l.I~d .. rent lUGS to "'yodi, but !)re .. tJi'''l'poiutme''t to "Uf\l"f"~ 
()therpersou5. , 

3. ())TTi\,.GE ECONOMY. Bound in boards,. price TWO 
SHiLL11'IGS A:-1D SIXP;E!\CE. 
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, 'fhis work was written "hit tl.e sole view, nut o(ha"ing it r.!!ad 

bJ.JabQQriug people, but with the sole view of its heing useful to 
.,.; because, if read by peNons capable aud willing w'COtllmu­
¢.'ate ",sefu) iuforlltatiolt to them, it woultl, in this way, naturally 
iIoeNo; ii&d"'lreu cll'cc~. 1 ""~, "L lll" lhlle I wwl<: !l, A .... l .Iill a",. 
lIilile opinion, that infinite mischief ha~ arisen to ti,e community 
.faun the ,y'eneral Jl.8e o/Iea al!d slIc/di/le 'lops; alld from the U6C .f 
JlH4tou as a ,ublli/ute/fYI' bl·tad. No. man that ever Jivcu has had 
II'grealerdesire thali 1 always Lave had to see the lahouring people 
welt; d;- Dot Gnly from mere feelings of humanity, but frum my 
_..;~ti('I.>, ,nat ifthe S'"" .. t body 01 the jabotlr ... s he in ... tnt .. ..,r -.r is lII'ly countr.1', that cOllutry IJllIst neccs'lal';ty ve,jmilloraJ 
.... co-paratively feeble, and tbat renl civil tibOl'ty, such M nul' 
f_fatmb tmj0yed, cannot c()·(l.ri$t '!OiIA till'/!. f1:Iisl1l1l. I IUft writ­
We' poij'icnl essays here, ibitead C)f all ad trerti'f,IIl8Ilt; hut politiCl!l 
£Gfni my' grn~d vocation; aDd, therefore, :10 spite' of. clhidi,'1 "'ill 
~t'd. It seems queer to say ~ it seel'l'W ta~.ltn,·Ofi/d flOfklltl 
wi.lt ia my flx~d opinion, that the use of too and other slops, at!": 
CI!.1iIlpooied by that of the abolDin\\hle'J.>O'lIItoe.; .tllat the J.;'I!Ilt:ral 
uae"~,,th_ 'hin~. have telld~d ~eatly t",rlower the pe.,pJe of 
ll:ll'Jl'lana in the .cale or, Rumallity, or h>uman .a-xis.kmce; and l'dd. 
ft~ belie1'e, that, if we could bave Parliamentary Refotm;· if" e 
~.1iI' haft 'even the repec/-o/ the malt, Jwp, and ioupalld cand/~ 
fIN! OOl/tpleU, aDd If the people still comilwed the' use "ot ;bl! tla 
.tops, aU theMl changes would be of little avail. It. ill- ha.r~ny'to be 
,..pos~thata repeal of tho maltalldhop tax, wh\\:'h "ool>!@thtMi!! 
... 'maD to have a quaTt of good fresh. and hea1'ly beu.:.f~ p.~ny: 
'h!k .bVtIly possible to believe, that hewoul<l still perftvl!f'e"itttllr.. 
feriur his wife to make 8i'1'en hundred and thirty./lrtr'-i1t a ~«r; for 
..... <loul<u.~ of the ten kettle, or "deYiI'. he .. <I," bes;,les putting­
_folk. euurmolls e"1'eDse of tea Ilnd lsogar 'and tea tackle, ,and 
·.slring up of tea things seven h unll red nIHI thirty timeR i:u II. year J 
.,mtlie brcllkllge ofrtH)"'e tea things, and the rllnnln~-tlJ the sl\(O~ 
...... ·the !tuff I it is hardly possible to bt>lieve that this could ,~on· 
...... "'bile the labouring mln might set that satn.e wife .0 brew _III; .welve time. in the yeal', and ttl' mAI/.(, I", h';r~ .. lf ... or.'W~tJ 1111 
lor him ·.ad hi. children, a {Ioart of e"eell~8t good beer. (ilT a 
penny: it is hardly possible to believe thi~;' ~t, if. slWll a tiling 
coullt btl; and such. a tiring lI'e1'e. 1 !Javeno scruplE: to AllY, that we 
liIi,' bt tbeiu regard it as impo<sible that the labourers of this' coun­
'er¥rould evel'again see the days th~t their fat.hers F8.w{)nly 'seventy 
fIIIIU!I ag.; the heavy taxes it was that stripped tlle labourers of 
~,beer bafl'c.ls and brewing utensib·;' tbat Sirippe(\ them of the 
__ ~ buying malt an.! b(}ps ; that'drove them t,) the cbandle~'$ 
thop.and the tea· kettle ; that sent warm water m)\,U their throatil 
jus*elld of' cold beer. ' In tbe areurseU h .. bit they have continued. 
_Ad c;.OIltinue they mo.t, U litH the coust! be removpd; l)llt, II hen 
.t.nll~e shall be removed, my hope is that they will fetunl to 
their ro-ruler ud.La~. It W""S with lh~ "'i~w uf fi..\cl1h.(Jitiu~ t\Jb ce .. 
gf'll\.-,ib&& "COTTAGI~ ECONO,I1Y" wa~ wrirten. J knelY"that the •• 'y. aDd 'pleasing manner of the writing' wI>uld cau,"" the work to 
Iiiav. many readers', aud tbtls great good might be Q()complisL~. 
I-'made myself acquaillted, thel'efore, with the be&t and slmple8t 
bwde of_kin!\' blur and b'/,ead, and these I made'.jt\u plain as, I 
ONWV"" ..... td. elln make it .• It .va ..... "".s"ry, I~b .. " w,t.r .. at 0.' 



th~ keepIng of row .•• Pigl,'BU .• , and PtJlI.lI..",. m"th'r& ... hi,,}, J 
understood 81 well as aoy body could, and ill aU their details; ...... 
J think it impossible fur ROY ODe to read the bouk nithout kamtor 
sof\.lethingof utility ill the management of a. falllily •. Ther4ll.ro.e, 
afl.(!r the tint edition was puhlished, the interesting: ,ublte\; 0( t •• 
IItraw plait, whlcn. though the illtruducthn of the tbing baa OM 
$ucc.eeded til the el(ten' of my w;'.bes, bas, uevertheleu, gi'l'tll • 
great deal of employmeut to many poor people, IiDd b now ha:pra~ 
€ice ill several parts of the cQlIutry. aDd particularl" in piiT" 
families. Every instruction rt'lative to thn matter i. alto eo.. 
taiued in tbls bOok. To tlu~se matters have since been added •• 
wiled account of the Dlanller of making icc-huuses in Virainia ami 
other parts or America. 'Che buok·h neal'ly double tlJ.e bulk thu 
h' "0' at 11 ... ,; bUll 1.If\. • .j.lIJ"t. 'CII' (Illcnd tl"''.1'''ic.fI..\4·U, ,!.rna""",. 1 
wOldd do not~iug to p,~;it#yolld the reach of "~JiM 
"'hose ~d~ h ",as writkll. The price was TWQ AND S11 .. , 
rE~<;li: _'~,ilt, aDd nch it is still. This work was reviewed kif 
Ulot ~by'rr;h Reviev;ers some years ago; but tll"1l alao,nprNhil 
a delli'" that cet'tlUn ports ,h/mld be le/t Ollt. ThOJeytry JHU1I 
h"I'I,*,rI~d ro b .. the grc"t".t r .. vouritl!' with m... toio rubl>iragout I 
110 sponging; all must go together, or all must coml\ t9-oolibinr. 

4. 'fHE WOODLANDS: or, a TBEATISF. on the prilparing of 
ground' for planting'; OD the planting I on the (ultivating.; 011 the 

, prunin~; aud Oil the cutting down, of Forest Tree_~ ana Under­
,..bods; describing the usual growth and size, and Ihe uses of each 
lSOrt of tree. the seed of each. the Beason and manner of colU!cA.in&' 
the seetl, the mauner of preserving anu of sowing it, qd. ~ 
mlPlDer of ,JDanaging the yaullg plant •. ufltilfit 1;0 ~_;. the 
'.r~ bei~C ·.rran~ed in alpbabeticlU prder, lind the lb. "of- theat. 
including tb,ose of. America as well as those of Englan~,:Ia~d the 
Ellglish, French. and Lalil. name, being prefixed to ~he':di'JIIll.ioD 
relative to each tree re'pecliI'ely. 

'l'b1ii Is tbe tItle of ~lle book; ~~d aU that is n~('e9&ary for· me. '0 say furtber of it i~, thllot I have made the book in conformity 
with the Iii Ie, and that the reader may kpow every thini a~ 
th<~e matters, that I "'Joelr kuu'" Thlb I. di/Teriu!;" tWill wi' 
usual prac.tice, published in tbe OCTAVO j',rm; but it i8 a book> to 
be purchased by few except tho~e who have lanas; it is 'Printed on 
very """ paper, (ll1J th" pri"t i. eKcellent; ,,1.0 .. ,,1. ill .. 11 rc.pectl 
wllrti,y of the he~t !ibrarie~ in the killgdom. The price ia 
FOU,RTEEN ~lHILr~IN(~S. boUllU in board.. There Is 110 otbe.' 
rui';.k~· thAt 1 know "r, 1I.~"'"Y "th ..... ilt " .. o@von bo<>!<o, that ('0Il~ 
~tJ ~II. the infvrmation ~ch ie here contained •. 1 know evel!J 
~\\i'\l:;' about the rearillg atid mauag\llg of IreCi myself, hpm t_ 
gatherinir of the seed ttl tbe cutting (hwlI and thE' applying: of the 
tre,e,j' and 0/1 that 1 know' I have commuuicatcd ill thi~ book; 
whklb,jf it, contained nothing but tbCl dire~'li()lIs respecting \b. 
trcNe!.iffll·, lVould be more valuable than any other book upon the 
suhject "'hiell I hH'<) ever Sf'en. 

5,_ 'flll! ENGLISH GARDENER; Of, a Treatise on the ~itu ... 
lioll, soil, enclosing aod layiug out, of Kitchen Gardens; ,on the 
.nuking and managing or Hilt-beds and Green-houses; and on tb& 
propagation and cultivation of all sorts of Kitchen Gi\'dell Plan",. 
aud of fruit Trees, whether of the Gardell or the Orchard. AII~ 
shu, vn ~he furm.atlou of Shru\:)hetle. ami Fluwer G\\Tllen~, and OIl. 
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tbe propagation anucultivation of the several sotts 'of Sbtiibs IUiIl 
l'lnwers; concludlDg with a Kalelltlar, grvlDg instructiuns relative 
.. t\le 8uwiu!\,s, plauting, pruning!t, and otber labou'rs to bepe'· 
tWid in the GlrJens in each month of the yea~. Price 6d. 

Tills' Robuve is .h~ LiLJII1,r lilis work,.II'HI tlJ.at title h so ample. 
,~at ,laY thing further in the way of Jtst'riptiOlI is unnecessary; 
ilJt~pt &AIl' 1 have tu ohserv'!, that there are several plates in tbe 
~k;' Olle repreeen~iDS" the /5,-"ul&<1 p'km;()f " kitch.m lIanleu, witt. 
,it. waUs~bedgE", screens, and other thil)gs; another plate to illus:­
~tll robe manner of B'raflinl: another to illnstrate'the manner ul 
~~ aAd others to iTIustratc the nUUlnC>r of I'r .... i .. 6' aDd I .. a'n,.. 

!! w,alltrees. The work, aftet inculcating the principles aod 
':ring down the rules, cOllcilldell with II luflertdaj', shortly remind" 
. the rt>8t1 .. ~ of the hn.i",.u t(l be .attfIlQP(I tl) in ,,-very m<>nth of 

jJ!q 1e.", I>'bave made my hook wit~.1\ view to its lutillg of fi,'Cll,e.­
,'l'P1 'Utility; And bave, tlu:refore, nol .vrellcd' it ilu, ,by treating 
.fMt.hl1ll't!I. the IDsoagement of which. really forms agteat lIOiellce 
lIiitseif,'tllld.call be of 110 me except .to comparatively few .rerson~. 
Of"the· mJlQag~ruent Df hot·betl~, I have tl'eated fully; fllr any 
farmer may have theae, c"ell in his iarl\l yard, as I hlJvo had tlli. 
l.etIU'''With orery great CDllvenielice. 'fbe, book, if read witaatten­
.tiy}~,.wijl SUO,o qU:l.lify !lOY gelltleman for kno\~ing, at least, wheu 
~,'l!,~.ii well managed, an,l w.iIl teach allY young gar.uener 
.ll.ll Iils 008I1jesi: not olily t.eacu him wbat to uo, hut also tbe 
i~~n$ for doiug it.-The PI'ice i~ SIX SilILLINGS,lxiund, iJl 
,~d.. Booksellers will say that this is Ihamefu/ly ehefip, r"f,iL 
~.of I!.IlIl pages of fine paper aud print, and having the plates 
t)ilute-mentiolled. 'But my desirll was" aud is, to make the book 
Pf p.f1:.-l ulilltfJ; and I know that there are more people whu ean 
~e.ab. shillings than ther~ are ,.100 call spare ten. 

I
f'YEAR'S RESlJ)ENCE IN ALlIl::R1CA.-Thi_ work and the 

" iSh Gramm:u were the produce of Lon&, Islaud, .114 ~ej' are 
. "ticlilarly dear to me Dn that account. Afterhaxh,g be.en tbe~,. , : i; duriug wbich I had kep: au exact JUUJ.:llal of the wea~be~ 

'!;t* this bpok. with IL \'iew of ,gb:li4g ,true infor~ation to aU 
, . se Whu wished tD be informed. ,re~pl:(;ting that, illterestiog 
. "pFry. I give an ac,coUllt iu th~,~ boot-,~f, !Ome Nlf'y i,ll~res~tllg 

!" . " ... relative to ajlricultui'e: I dtli~J:ib~. the face of Ihe country ... 

. 
'Ii ag.l ri.culture of it, tne s.tateof .Ilele!y',. tb<i ~. ,anners of'the peoRl~ 
, , tTle laws alii! ·CU.tOn.III; and lIav~~akell partieuhlr pllih" II> 

i..,~~ee,'.'.t.!t.at spec. iu of informat~o.n, nee~dei1 l?y,per,0.'~8 . .euiigratiD, 10' 
~nea. 'fhe best prpof 0{ iU trulJt. fiUrlleS$ IS, tbat t,he Pook 
~,pu~lil'lj.iug ~t the samt! time in '. -n.J. alld at.New YM'~~ 
Witliln twenty mIles of which lattllr 1 Xj!~ided "hen the pJljJ:' 
Jicatigp. t.l.ok place. Nobody will hoIIlif,Y,e that I 'll!oQt,1 bave, PU' 

., ~~d ,upon paper in the face o( all my lleighbonrs, in lbe 
'n~, aDd' in the fac~ of all my numerous friendi ill NEW y~)lI~ 
iAe buoks,o£ trlive\g ill Am~rica, whether French Dr Eugli.b;. 
l.have eyer seen, are little better than rOlllance&; aU ou on.e 
',pii ~ll on the other. My opiuio,llls her~ given, wi$hrelipec~' tj) 
res\l1t (if'Mr. BiRKBECK'S wOp ,~e.iitio'l.are JlOW 'lit:l;o~e 
'''~Ij~ w\,uld sel'tll t.u 4a"", b"~I.I, writ1ll!n~rter, we"e'~~Dt,~1"II~ 
.of lhii book, fine paper a1Jd. print. 1i ,F~lh$HltUN~S. 

1SER}fONS.-There are twelveuf, ti<es'l, 1" oue volu,lp,II, un. t,il", 
o"'l .. *'~sl.l~i"cta'i 1. Un,ocr", "lid Cn.i.clt1 j Z. I)(t.lukeu.u.c~. 

A. 3 
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3. Bri~ry; 4 .. 0Jll'l,,, •• ion; II" 11nJ ... t Jl\iiS •• I 6" ",. 'S1.."....,a. 
1.l'he Mllrdt!rer; 8. Tht! Gamester; 9. PubJie" Robb.ry j le. TfiIe 
Un.natural l\f<lther; 11. The -Sin of Forbidding M.rri~.; I': e.. 
the Duties of Parsons, and on'the Instilutiun aud Ohj .. C'Jt, "f, 'f'~ 
-l"hes!! Sermons were publilbed st'parateiy; "'hlle ullinI' 1a 
NURlhen, Borne of them exceeded others hI point oiaale; 'bft.1tpIIIa 
the whole, considering them as independent publicaUoul,tberelim 
!Wen priutedof thel\}, DOW, ttDo ImNdrtid /IIRd eltven tllllllfa"tl. ,_ 
present is a ne ... edition, very neatly printed. fn abo4at a .... 
affer the publication of tbe Itc~lId··~rmon; lbat i, to,,&«,.,_ 
.... rmon on D,"Uft/u:tmeSf, a "oman called at tbe shop, and ·be~ 
my 'on to give mt! her thanks; for that the reading of my sertJi4llla 
I'M made h~r busband "uua to· ftad Ca"JiI, and cease to i4t 
,Trunk:' Whenevu Royetear Blehops or ParlOUll ~u. .. t.-:tbJI 
,wNmisri(}H'II/ fj.'e" ~aCtl, 'ot not), will produce prOOf 10 Ib ... ·.'.r 
'ha"ID.· e~ by !.be preaelling' of 'tbeir sermons. 'III 1RVC'\ ,., 
_W" I · ... ·1:11 b<tgiu to ..... -wlI.ider my opinIons rellttlye TII'llbek' 
lICIII'., in .. tbi. nation,-Prlt"e THREE· SHILLINGS AND8IX~ 
PENCE, bound in tJoanJ~;, tbat i. to laY, thretpend for 'fIlCh 
•• pmou, a"d ";"p"n"c for the binding and ,,,\relling-. 

8. POOR MAN'S FRlEND,-Tbiaiareallytbe moatleat'Md.,.k 
tllial-I ~"er wrote j that i~ to say, leal'ned in 1M l_; Ii'w,,·put. 
Imbed in fh'e separate numbel'll, nch &old at two.penee, amJ ( 
:now sell 1be .. bole at one .ltilling, bound in board.. This is JICIt 
tile Wily til 8·et numty; but Illy object wa~ to put this little boet 
withi" tbe reach of almn.t P"",,), hady. The fi ... t .. u .. &.r .......... u... 
-Jut (tbl! aurobera heinl\' all addrtMed to tbe p~~~1D 
~ I'llHIt,' rl'lltiJ, ..... ·~OIi .... d .pi .. 0( eiicli·,inllbbtl') 
........ 'pt~ly 1iCI· tb. et«tl0n at tbatpl_. 'I"hp othu.th ... 
,afel,u. the IIltbje(tt of tbe t·tgllts lind dutie. cf tlte "',.".: au·" 
I llavt!,entered into the ma1terfully; I have hroull'llt lllg<lthiw:.u, 

:dHl atttflOlltiea fr(lm those of Holy Writ down to' the present day; 
....... ·1· bne proved the f"l~eneaa of the infamous tlOt:trin~, that .th. 
'fUt'r, while they are compelled to yield IIllegian(e; to ywlil. 
~I\al IIervire in ""ar, lIod to be lJubi~l'1; to all the la«I. fit el'll 
~ty; lire, ill the hour of their distress, to he eMt off to peri •• 
'II1KI« the hi\t of nature, This iuramou~ doctrine of MALTHl1", 
-atK\·f'f'his batd-hearted ahettors, in doors and out 0/ dlHn'&, I have 
otoml'!et~'ly exposed in thill little work, and hll,"8 pr(l\·ed cae «tIL­

I1'1ItY.' '.fJI(I(l1Il'Seril'ture; fr.IHD the ancitnt I.a .... of the land; from the 
'VriMct of8l8;.fIltMfflt ofilia ehUtTh ; tTom tbe writin~s of the gr.!1It 
~~ptl'" c\"m"ns, f,o ..... ~h" 'Hitillg_ Bnd deC1sions 01 Engtlitl 
jlR!ig.!s; MId from RI!(J,"II ttIIeIf, even jf there were no uthorili .. 
• t all. :Altew edition, .Price J8, 

9,,' I~API1.R AGA''''S'r COLD for, i". JUs/Qr!! and MU#"y"l 1A4: 
1I1AT~NM.n&8T, tile BANK 01 ENGLAND, 1M FU:-tDlI, lUtIl all tAe 
"·icltel'lF O!I'AI'Y.R-MOiIiF,Y.- II Grt1(J.t is lite my.tl'1l1 01 illig;;i,,;," 
I lrelie\'t' tllis syst(,m to be iniquity per;onifietl;" and ·this book "'a 
WlTitren (or the pur'pose of assi.ting to put 1In end to it. Tbill book 
is H,e A, ", c, of the science of 'fioan('e Bnd paper"mon~y. It .• 
10ft "othing·unexplained relating te) rhue matlErs. It "'OtItaina'.l 
_'''.of' fade to be {<lund in no otht'r work. The man wbo'rea!P 
the-btlflk "'itl> attention knows, when he has done, .n about'tba 
".tnrt', TI~e. 811d "roe-ren of this hidponir .v..t.m. It wa~ writka 
.. tdle J was in Nrwg'att', under a eenteDce (pas~ed apoR II1f,'O!t 
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tbemotiOll of GIIlBS, by EU:'BNBOl(OUGH, GROSE, LB BL'NC:,.aud 
BA.VLII:Y) ; a ientence of two vea,',' imprisonment amongst felonl 
iD,Newgate, with a tholl.8il1ld pound,jine to the lIe'ftlf at tbe term}.. 
illation of the t'II'Q yearft, ami with seven years' bail, or bondage, 
Iftel Sbe cwo years had expired; aud all tbls tor bavlng pUblilhed 
.. elrJ'"lliOD of my indignation at the flogging of English ,Local 
NiHtia meo, in tbe town of Ely, in tbe heart of England, under a .-rd (If HaUDl'eri.m bayouets, u hitd bee" ..... tell publici,. in die 
-(JewRllla n_spaper. The sale of this book first and last, and ill 
WlriOui eli_pes, bas been perfectly prodigious. A. new ediulJll wal 
JlllJoII.ilbed IIOI1IC littlc~thne ago, d~~iJ to the DUKlioQ( WELLIIIG'" 
'MIt; lind that the lale ie great can be no matter of lurprise wilen' 
JIH the. prinCiple. and predictions of the work, though put upon 
.. per 'eti(fltl<ltm J'<HIIt' .. "SO, a.e now ....... viug an awful \'ellilicatlon. 
W..calk of t~e want of money to carry o~ war. This is not"'1/ 
I_It, at .,rate. I bave been compelled to bear:any (iIll .bare 
or e.. t.UI all, my IifetirM; ."d J' hav .. !,,,id Il cldr' #~ 
,... ~ '1&e Itill{{ over and above. ~ all lbe .r~q. all tile =C"'. all abe parsons, all the lawyers and attorney .. all tile 
II iiciana and doeIM8, and all the goodly company oC miJil8.l'Jl ~ 
.. nl o/Iicers, tog.ether witb aU the IiIg mereb,allti ........ lord. 
of,the loom and the anvil j let all these, together with III .t!I.a 
ftllldhold.en. IMld all the rar-rooks: Jet all these do what I hIKe 
__ ;'Iet each pT' hit tAolIMJMpOMnfh to tM'iliNg, in hanhllopey; 
t.Dd here, at onee, the king would rueiTe not le8~ thlDftW ~1JIl 
MiUitnu of money. Therefore, if the gOTernment be POOl, thtllatdl. 
it ,.,~, lilt any ... te: I have paid III!! ,hare betorelaand, to MY 
~i of the· tlllfiv. 1&"JUl,.l1d 8'1tineal 'I\' bich 1 paid, to .nil ,,"pes' 
tIl,Newpte to 1116r me tl> live in apartments '~-Ii­
lioIe 01 tlte IfioMo-Tbe Price of thi. book, nry nicely Jll'iuced, 
I.IPIVE SHILLINGS. 

,10. PROTESTANT" REFORMATION" ill EngliJJUl1Dlfl1ff:.. 
__ ,lIunoiaK /ww 'lult event laas impf1l/erulaed and degr(i/tietJ,tU'" 
'.., of t1&. people ill tNue coufitrifs; in It series o/lAtterl ~ 
,. Mll_iile aM jllSt EnglNlunen; two fJ{jlumc$ 00. ... ,in ~ 
I1r4Fi«Bj"rlut jiTlI fJol"mll FOUR SHILLINGS AND 31X.l'~N, CE; 
",price!or the _1IIl volulfN, 'THREE AND SIXPENC£;.;..Tba 
lac .olume wa. publilhed in numbers at three-peace 'elich, an" 
dwre were lix\eeDaum~rs, maknig tbree hUlldred Bnrl eighty. fOUl' 
~. T1ae eeooDd vomme contaml a List of tbe aIIbql,~t, 
.-riel, Allspit"", IJfId DtA,er reli&'imu /lIUMatioJl& i. iEIIttau eaN 
Wllk" mul in Ireland, cottfUcated; m:zea. on; M' blitnlUtfNl it/IAII 
1lJr • .,Il_t "JUfot'lltidion." lOIJereip and parlNzfllt'tlll.-TbU 
latter volUllle is e&tremely intereating. for it cOlItaiDl an, account, 
ClOlt1loty.by county, in alphabetical order, of all the pillce, 0/ ,lundw, 
__ "fOIl' ,by tbe ptetty people of the "Reformation," II it is 
..aM. , Tllen, UDder the name of each county, tbe articles are 
III'rIIIIfI!d alphabetically j so that they are referred to with' tho 
..... t facility. Under each article (except ia 80me few cue" 
wilere tbefact coul~ not be ascertaiaed), the reader will ,iiJUi stated,: 
abe _I wortla 0/ tIae pieell 0/ property at the time of leisure, and, 
_oal.uag .according to the diffenmce' ,0£ the value of mOsley, ~ 
-.I .... .,., 0/ tM JMctlo/properly at thu t,iml. ·'The name ef 
a .. dolllllMr aad the.dirte of the foutl'dation are atated in almost every' 
_ ,af Uf ' ilnportuco. To ri" QII. inltallee, let llS take the 
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ulJen publishing tli,.,,·iilfertfd "'alUlalwllI I that is to SI,}', trpl. 
JatioII. by three diiferentbands. At AWST, in the Netberland_, 
tlIItM is uotber traDlladon 'published. At G£I'IEVA aootbet'. At 
BeMt! ehe work b .. be.n pnnted at the pm II/ fAll P4nc-, and. 
Iibe' Pups bd. some time ago. diswbllted tWetlt1-Jl.'t thO\Uli.lld 
1:Opiesf entis. A gentleman. who came from ROMS, I short time . 
.... ' wid <me that tbe "Rill there had placards on them recom" 
~p .. 'be .. Pro~t .... , Rerun_d.OD" to the attenlion or tbe 
people. In Spain, a new and most correct trana1atioll, mllde at 
MIIdrid.lnd' dtldicattld W flclnfam of Spain, hIS been published, in 
two Yo)utnu, in. a very beautiful manner; an'd tbere is lIubjoined 
•. lhe-fIIIQiad volume of thl.translation. thirty. eight pages contaia­
.. tile lIames of the subscribers to, and patrOlls of, the work, who 
~ to conm!; of a.great l,art of lhe perSODS of tbe higliesl rilIlK 
ilra.t kingdom. The Scotchmall, wno writes ill the MOaNING 
CSIlONICL&, called thit work" PIG'S MEAT" ; and he has never .. 
~ let. made mo-....... t In!' having' .. OJ"'" that app<>Uatioft'. I am 
JIfOU<I, 1 mal' be proud, of lame thus acquired; hut the mater 
"" ot Illy pleasures arites froIll having thul conveyed to the whitZc 
IIHIf'hl a bowledl'e of our real situation: that I have; iooilienlal1Yt 
made tbe whole world kllOl'f the history of my own treatment, aw 

·(he treatment of the people bf this country; that I have put before 
abe eyea of the whole world, the tru~ .hilitory of that (amous Revo.! 
tutiou in l&BS, whicb we are taught to call .. glorious"; and, iIi 
short, that I haTe made the wbole world acquainted with facti, so 
lor hidden ffom it, by the circumstance of our insular situatWn, 
... It)' the arts and infamies of. the corrupt press of Englaud : 
ibis work has un4eceivtld a dwped world. I wish, to be lure, to 
by. "VI tluitUdnll poU'lUll balll again, whicb I paid to tbe KiDe: hi 
H12; bu~ 1 "'Quid rather be compelled to give the King the ahirt; 
off my back, than not have heen the author of this book. 

n. GEOGRAPHJCAL DICTIONARY OF ENGLAND'AND WALE.$. 
-TIlit. work, wlaich ~.I been &0 long in hand, to no .... in· the pru,,: 
ItwUl co1\tBintbe name, situatron, &c'J of every parish. a,ndeve'D 
of every ~t; It will contain a description, and an account or 
t\u. ~; aho or ,,,.,,k _ .... '91 and ",ill·, I trust. convi!)' _. 
I¥tfw' infflrntlltioll $ 'illis fll,bjeel. than has ever been cO~YI!ytd" in 
.. I otlier books put togetber. it is licK abook made to fia~r too) •• 
801' to bide tbe duings of public robbers: it is to~onv!;'a m'aiS of 
important truths; ita object is to make tbe English reader wltll 
~int&ll with all that be need to know about bis own COUtltl'J'. 
TIle precise 6ulk and p~ of the,book I cannot,et'state; but I 
~ne, that it will be a thiCK octavo "alume (SIX ofteven bun­
dftd·pages). and that the price will be from 11 to 13 shilling .. 

12. ROMAN HISTORY.-Ofthis wor.k, wblcb is in Frenell and 
~. • .nd is intended, not only as a bistoryfor young poople to 
~~ ... ..a book 1)/ t;rerei8e1 to ace_pang my Frllflth Gran-arj 
I.,,1iI unl1 tbe translator; but I venture to say. tbat the French 
~ Is Ii pure and correct French, as is 10 tie found in lIllY worIC 
DOl\' tlStant. In 2 '1"018. Price 138., bound in boards. 

13. Ah-fERICAN SLAVE TRADE.-This book was written by 
_American, aud published in ·America. 1 put a preface to It~ 
..... If any body wisb to know the state of negro slavery in America, 
d" knowledge maybe pined from this little book. Price~ bound 
Ie bomfl, 21.' . 

14. TULL'S HUSB&NDKY; or, a Treatise on the Prlociplel 
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~ ,Tin .. M\l' V.e;:etamu,-wherein is taur;hta met'lw:ii <11 ~ 
t!wilDt'~ 01 vineyard culture into the evrn fieldl~ in,oJldert:ll 
i..-rellt.:tWr "'Pnlftllct, and .d.i:ri1i.bk. the. C01DI'It01l C!'lt,. ... UM.! '!1t1 
JC1'tI"'1NU.. With an Iftttotiuctio'll, containing an'ad:DIlIlC Of 
~f«PflrimelltS of reeeJit date, byWILLfAK COtllilnT. 8w~'l"~ 

,..., ~Jitt\NT"S GUIDE.-JIIi>.t publi,hed. It IDY8bop;''N!» 
l$;ii'i?ilellt~iUeet,a volume uilder this title, prfce 21. 6 .. in ...... ~ 
IWld colllliit.Hllr of. (t"IIttetr,.:lMkI.ressed let ~Itg/IJA Taz,.l'lIJ*~' .. 
..m~h."JM;",". lhe f<>lIowinglu'e the CODte"tII :-
:Le~"r:J.-On .lhe Queatioo, W\rether'it would be advita!)}elo ..... 
5~ (rull. Eu;-lau<.l at tbn thue? 

Let&er 11-011 tile Der.criptioWl OC.,rIll'SODS to who .. Emigrltttotr 
'WolUd be most beneficial.. 

t.c,*~" In.-Oo Ihe l'ut. -f , •. lhMotO,~-;~""ecLod 
by Reuonl> fGf filiAl' to.DO olDer CoWktry.,and_ , --. 
~".~Co •• :r. 

Wt.·~On thtl prepIll'MiGos:SOUie.timepl!eviontoliailior;' 
~ V.-Of the sort of Ship to"" ia, &lid of :the "i..-pia ,tlJ_ 

taken relative to the Passage, and the sort of PaMare;·aI ... c" 
. the Stores. aad otlltr thing>!. lobe tIlkl;'lll'l'lllt with ~e Smi~" 
L$e.r VJ • .,..Ol the Precautiona.to bii'nbJen'led while.en UoaN-oI 

Sbjp, wnether in Cahin or·Steera,;e. 
l.et$er VII . ....,.Of ~be first steps to be taken on landing'. 
Let~lIl' VJIf.-<?l the· way to procee.d to get a Farm, Oofa Sbo~ to 

IIdtle "1) BuSlneas, or to let yourlelf dOWll as an 'Independent 
Gent~man. 

Le\tIlr IX;-On. the means of Educatilll!' Chiklrell, ..,. of ........... 
~~e; 
~~ suit uilin Matt.flt, a ,,_ledge fIllatlag. to ~h",1i 

JIIIlat; be useful to enry one going from· England td the' Unit" 
States. 
It ffri(t'fes lUe 'fery muck to kntlw it to he my duty "'"pubthb wis 
~; q.cL,l ., .. nuut ref~ .. w frum <Iuill!§, i4 .. h .... /i. ._ , ...... ",r",s,; 
aad hell' tt.e erie.; of tboulOallds of virtliblili families tbat h 1It'6,. ... 
from utter ruio. ' , 

1.6. A TR.EATJSE ON COBBETT'S CORN I cotll:!>.iaial!O' la­
.truCliOD fur propagating au.d cultivatillg the plant, and (or han-est­
"" 1I,t¥i pre8l1f'vw, the (lrop; and alSo. all account of the &eyern 
Uses to which the produce is applied, with minute clifee'iotls M 
'IlD eachmQC\e of !lPpJicatian. !,dce' 5$, 6d. , 

lM<.A.D.V.C~ ~ro YOUNG M&N._1I'be·l1hll'li' NutIIltel" eI til" 
"'ark i, DOW publiN.d •. 'Jhe titltris ~"Adflce to Yorinlt' Men, aWd, 
«( PacitlertiaUy Dnd with g1'tfJ.t d;t!Jdnu:/!, tu YOlIllg,Wolilen, Intlte 
" middle.6ud higher ranks of life.," '1 have begun witll tbe l(.VTHt 
I!.Qd .ball If 0 to tbe YOUNG MAN or the· BACti ItLOJl., talR die IDII.t­
$er over with him as a LoVBR, then consider him in ~ 
of .HtlIlIll.Nll; thf!n as F.HIIR.R; .ben 89 CITIZIIN &r,.s,,8ltIIl!! .. , 
&IWIl{1;b, if he .wIU be ruled by me, h'e will if hel can" CQtltri"" w 
exist in 'be former of these two capacities. Such will be UletMllRlJieof 
my work; or, rather, such will' be the division of it. 'Each·nomb ... 
will co/:itain thir~y pages of print; will be covered tJ,a wrapper 
_de IIf the CORIII PAPEJI., which will ha.ve notices, aMertiumeu.,' 
pd the like, in the uaual way. The work Is iAtenfid to eontil. 
twelwe f'iumbera, to be publisbed on the first-dai ofevepY mon ... 
and !he price of eac.h Number will !>e S~ffice. 80 that C.OI' ~lj( 
1Ihi1llnga, expended 10 one yeu.r of h .... life,:1 du belleu that any 
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l'wth OJ' Young Man rna,. acqu.ire tbll!t kno""led~~, whicb will cWo 
able MIfI to pass the rest QC bis '1If~ wi,h as little ali poKi!!le:iH 1hOla 
.&P.Nihlea.and inconvemeuces wbicll arise from want of beiag,,..amed 
Gf danger in time. At any tate, I, woo have paSfoed safelytbJ'Wl'b 

':as Bluy, dan~er .. u any l!l~tbat ever lived, wilt gife ,1JIf,JGlllng 
$.outatfyQUI.II the means of acquiring all the Jj;Dow.1tdg. ulative ,W 
u.eselmatllen" which my experience. bas given me. . .It. THECELEJ3~A.T&o QRATION OF DEMOSTUll4NE!i 
~~.AIN~1' L. EPTlNES.-TLi. tl/anilatilOlll,is by DAN. !IU.,li'UIol(1B,. 
~~ o~ Lincolu's JIlIl, Barriliter at Law. Price 4" U. , It ill tID 
;~c::a- ~, onkhed, UPOD eXGeli"," pa.per, ~ou$ainlDt;' .. ~,.ol 
_*w.aty pages of print. 

t, tallnot' trust my~e1f to otfer an opinion upon' ine 'following 
worki, for .reasons which will suggest themselves to every reader, 
'jI.-ticularly if be be tbe rather of sons ror whom he justly enter­
biins the greatest affection: I shall, therefore, sllJ!ply ob~el've. 
!..b,at tht'y have all had a very considerable sale; aDd' that I WiS~ 
.q~m' t~· han a sale, rar surpassing, if po,sibll!, nny lblnf"'Wtitten' 
tty myself •. 

1. 'nfl!: LAW OF TURNPIKES; or, an Analytical Arrang'!:. 
ment or, Ilnd Illustrative .Cbmmetltt1nes on, all the General Acti 
relative to' Turnpike Roafls: By WILLIAM ConBETT, Jun., StTident 
ofLincu!u'.lml. Prke 3 •. Gd. in board.. . 

Thls. work, which has heen brought to'a price calculated to place 
it within,the reach of nUmerous persons, contains every parfkk 0/ 
'1M Gep..el'al 7'urnpike [JAWS trow in loree. There are, alwge'ther. 
jltJl! .8t't.'paised sillce 1822, inclusive. T,'/o of tbeseAct! Ilre or 
gnat length, and the last of them repeals Dearly oQe~half or th~ 
Hause! In the first. So that, to take them as they lire, th~ are 
l:illculated to do, for the common reader, Ilothing but liewilder 
hIm, and lead hitn i uto fIT!)I·. In this ,york, the' '1'~pealed clauses 
'il(the 1Irst Act, aud the repiutlinJI clauses in the second Act; 8l'eJeft 
oot; and nothing but is now'law is l'ctaine<\ ; bllt the whole of wbat 
h now law is retained,. and: in the very 1\or.ls of the Acts. Then. 
in oruer to make the uivers matters liS dear as possible, all th~ 
'clauses of the Acts. which relate to Ollt' matter, are br«llihltogetier 
wiler ~"e hurd. So that the reader, by ILlokhig at any particular 
llead, finds there 1111 the Acts say relating to one ma~ll!r. or branc~ 
of the s(lbj~ct ; and, for tbe purpose of aiding the reailer. and savinr 
lib time, there is prefixed to each head or branch, a ih'm':t comma­
·rarp. showing the true in teat and meaning of the Rel'eral'clauses 
'Wbich follow.under that same h,earl, or branc'h of tbe subject. 

il. LE1~rERS FROM FRANCE: containingObservlUioDS made 
in tbat Country during a Journey from Calais to the South, as far 
1lt!I'LiD1oS<:sj then back to Pa.ch't nod then,. nrtc.ra.rc:sidence there 
.t·ml'ee llIonths, from Paris tbrough the Eastern Parts of Frallcet 1t:iI,!i througb put of the Netherlands; commencing ill April, anl1 
3Ibdi"t!' In Docember, lS!U." By JOliN M. COHD.&T1', Stud.nt of 
Lincollt's JOll. Price.4s. 

Ill. RIDE OF EIGHT HUNDRED MILES IN FRANCE.­
"fb~ Work.containA II. Skpt"h of I.h ... F"I'f' of t.h ... COllntQ', of iu 
Il'MaI EcGOOlllY, of the Towns and Villa~es, of Manufactures and 
Trader aDtl of such of the Manners and Customs as- materially dllfet­
froDl those of England: also, an Account of the Prices of Land, 
House, Fuel, Food, ~t, Labour, and other Things, in difl:'e'r-
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_. IJ!II.I:k olJbe . Count.., ; till delip behte to exhib~l .. .,. .•.. . 
(I( ~.~w IU&te of the PlIO" •• of 1'1'aJICe. 'To wIlltflJt.. ' 
QeD_I yw..r of. th, FioJtQC:el. ~i tb, ¥ill-Pom. By JAIIIM' ~ 
CllUftr,Jkudent of Lill~.". bu. Prie. :a,. lid. If_. book. ~ all be tt.d at ~o. 183, Fleet,.tnetr'lj" 
~, ohJJ the¥lekteHere 'll every.,art m tile killl'tfoti;. ;,' 
l.uu han kitIted at Y GJitlliGRAPH I CAl. DlcTIONA'''. J .wi. , 
dtadiag tile Reciner) haft put iola print all that I kuW.. :1 
dlft prmt,.tbal; I deelllf"of any - to any ,.DUU&, .al,OI' ~il' 
., old DIaD. H~e are bOoks 'elloufh for ltDybody. m ,... 
tll.·peraon be Inteaded for IIC)llIe pBmcular profession, 'llreI'~' 
wnt,in aU useful know ledge relative to rural, domestic, a1Iid .. ~ 
econom;y. As to forei~ coutltri.fJII, her. is. a rood mass of kilt,,· 
1 ....... 1: reI";,,,. to AllIerlr;~.F~,.t ~ .r~_ It.! Ilia. Y.III 
.ucceeded, AI I tnw r' "'''t itl baulibinr slot., i.iI4lO1i11ii!c. 
apiru of. ~ blqlli,y, ttimulltin: useful exertion 10 great.~ 
~ f!l pillag men, I ,ball havercndcl'Cd DO .mall 'en'i'40 to .Z 
~t'=J, white I have been providing nerellSlll')' ~I lor.tII 
arolnid m-e, and a store of rame for myself. H_ DlUC. beUer if 
\b~ ~"n i.t would hav .. beeD. to Hog"li' out .. y life b.a"k.l'!at' af'tv 
a ~vlsi()a Qut of the taxes! How much better tban to dt.Dce tt. 
teOdauce upon tbe great, to submit to contumely, to eodllte ,be 
marllfl", .. tinn ilF .. v .. r.lnvitinl' ....... r.I'f!l!"dlng. an,l, at laot,. vllnlJ;lMu&, 
hope! And, as to lalllnlr, a. to it1.tluflry, where ia the youu; .1DAIl 
wllo.l8 Dot-cuned with loathsome sloth, who will not blush, eve. 
ta ~\ink of atirinkillll.' from labour. when he has read an acceWit of 
these 1a. bo.u. rs of mine; pe. rrur. med., let I.Lim re.m~ .......... 
UI.e {I.I.I~~ ~a~~. the. nlUller~ietie8, iIIo 4i frOm tbe 
~ur4t.1lIIiDtIj of e~, ..... WI' Be f er and ,Hater 
c: ...... and anxietiu, ari~ing out of the persecutions whicb 1 hare 
had ~ IIndure, and the tossings about, to and fro, the etile~ a.a. 
the rt~ated ruin of fortune, that I blve bad t() eUcollDtef, aad 
~lat I baye All ally overcome r . Wbere 11 the young man of tweut1~ 
IiI (my "Ie wbenl was married, ",)liq\)d!(aa '111'0 Yllafi before lfllft 
pen to paper for tbe pren) 1 wbe~ •. ,ia;~~ Y0U!l1f man, 1!ho. ought 
no! to bb~lh and to hide hlB head "~, .• bame. if, ltl\er ViewIng all 
.ttiQ;.lte shrink from labour neceuary::t9 secure his independence? 
If such young man "ish to know the ~ralld secret, relative to the 
perf'ormaDce of Buoh \v<>lldrous labour, It is told him in .. tew word" ~ 
.B. abstiM.nt; be IDber ; IfQ to bed at eight 0' doc", aM,"-" _jflfllr t 
tb.t,; iul, _ beiog of atill P)Ofe im~~ce than 'be two former. 
Kfb1t'hillt of aU Uia.t.J ba.e ever ;,rl~, has been written before 

·ten o'c1"ck in the day; so that I have had aa much leiltli'e as aily 
man- tbat I eyer knew allY tbing of. If yo.ng men will but IS 
about the tbing' in earnest, let them not fear of success: they "',m 
soon find that it is disagreeahle to sit up, or rise, I •• ~ !Aiff~ 
co .. ~hs talk of " c{)nsuming tIlt! midnight oil." No oU,:W .. 
very small portion of candles, have I ever consumed· aud I .. 
quite convinced, that no writing is so good a5 that ~i~'h comes 
from under th~ light of ~be SUII. ' 

N. B. An octavo edition of the" HISTORY OF THE PRO,... 
T~STANT REFORlIfATlON," on fine paper, is jUit pl.1bliabe4.. 
Price ll. lIs. 6d. 
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