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With no scruples about deceiving
the people,. President Hoover lacks
the skill to maneuver .such a decep-
tion. . Unfortunately for 4is own
ends,” he repeats stubbornly the very
tricks~ which-  have already been
tried and have failed. . He -makes
assertions. . promises ‘and prophecies
which have been uttered by him
more than ence in the past two years
and which, as often, have been ex-
posed. glaringly ‘in their falseness. -
" Perhaps even the gift of ‘inven-
tiveness, in a political sénse—the
cleverness of himself or his advisers
to comirive some mnew formula for
eonjuring away the stern facts of
the economic depression—would not
regcue Hoover from his dilemma at
this late date. Conditions have piled
up t6o terribly and their weight
and woe have tried the masses be-
rond all patience or credulity. It
is .probable that the most guileful
suggestions falling from the lips™ of
“the Great Engineer” now would
be as wind along the waste.

. But this opinion will not be put
to the test. .  Hoover ‘is not clever.
He will not suddenly, as if by magic,
be- transformed into a clever man.
He lacks imagination, sympathy and
resourcefulness. He seems capable
enly - of clinging to the falsehoods
and the futilities of which the peo-
ple are already desperately tired.
He utters a promise, and he fails
to make it good: forgets or ignores
his failure to make it good, and
puts forward the same worthless
premise: and continues. blind to his
own sterility and ineptitude as he

158 blind to the hasic nature of the.

economic crisis to insist. again and
again, that his old bhroken promises

and predictions are still whole and:
sound and meet to save the nation.

Hoover Will Not Face Realities

This suggests the kind of a man
'who is incapable of deceiving. the
public because he is so insidiously,
s0 egotistically facile in deceiving
himself. President Hoover is mnot a
realist. He must know what condi-
tions are in America; yet he .seems
unable truly to realize the signifi-
cance of conditions and unable or
Aunwilling—perhaps both deficiencies
are - subtly intertwined—to analyze,
to approach or even faintly to per-
ceive the remedies; or, short of
remedies that are fundamental, to
grasp the necessity of adequate
measures of relief which can be ap-
plied temporarily to ease a vast
mass suffering that shocks the mind
of anyone who is even slightly more
sensitive—and, even so, more realis-
tic—than Herbert Hoover.

The unrealistic, egotistic -and fu-
tilitarian character of Hoover is
illustrated again—and with. an em-
phasis which utterly condémns the
man—in his announcement - that. he
will set in motion the very machin-
ery which will prevent suffering this

winter. All will be well, says Hoo-
iver. Do not worry, he says, the
i situation is being manfully discussed
:by him and his colleagues and ap-
. propriate measures will be taken to
‘tide "the country over the difficulties
‘that will become worse when the
icold winds blow and the require-
‘ments of food, clothing and shelter
 for millions of idle worker and their
‘families are intensified.

And what measures are these
| which President Hoover plays upen,
as upon pipes of sweet music, to

loover, Failing in Relief, Proy

allay the concern and. charm away
the threatened distress of millions?
Why! they are the .very same meas-
ures which President Hoover has
talked about for two years and which
have failed miserably to solve the
problem of relief. They are the
identical measures which President
Hoover has advised since the be-
ginning of the depression; or, we
'should explain, since. President Hoo-
ver was finally forced to admit that
there is a depression, which wasn’t
for about a year after the depres-
sion began severely to afflict every
corner of the land and every class
in the land cxcepting a very few
rich men.

The Tragic Failure of Local Relief

Last winter there was grim fail-
ure in the efforts of private charity
organizations, aided by local gov-|
ernment bodies, to care for the dis-
tressed workers and their families.
Senator La Follette obtained reports
from more than two hundred cities
which ‘showed that local efforts, both
private ‘and official, were insufficient
to deal ‘with the situation of abnor-
mal poverty in the midst of plenty.
The central fact, the tragic fact is
that America has tried to meet this
crisis of suffering without anv effi-
cient, organized, really nationul plan
of relief.

There have heen disorganized,
superficial, inadequately financed. lo-
cal efforts. There has been no fully
planned national effort—and for the
lack of this effort Herbert Hoover
must be held chiefly, if not entirely,
responsible. -

Having failed last winter, -when
their greatest possible resources were
freshly brought to bear upon the

T
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situation, what";"nr%th’e local chari-

ties and the lotal government com-
mittees going tq do.this ‘winter with
their resources: depleted and the
problem enormidusly greater” The
answer, in the perséption of a sen-
sible man, is that these disorganized,
disconnected and depleted measures
and means- will fail even more trag-
ically than they- failed last winter.
It will 'be—it is—more difficult to
collect funds for: the ‘private charity
organizatipns. It! will be—and it
already is—tremendously more diffi-
cult for city governments to con-
tribute funds fdr ;the ' purpose of
relief. i

City after city, has cut down its
appropriations and its; plans for re-
lief; and this is true.of large cities
such as Detroit and; Los Angeles;
in the smaller cities and towns the
prospects are as.Bad. or worse. Yet
in the face of this widely known in-
ability of the loéll .governments to
care for the distress, in the face of-
such a record: of, failure . and such
confessions from. leyery side of lesc
sened “ability -to. Fe‘;t the strain,
President Hooverigdn do nothing bet-
ter than repeat his old, futile, false
proposal that thd: suffering of the
masses this winter will be rvelieved
by local agencies, by local charities
and local governments.

“News” of the Same Old Futility

Coming from the Président, this
statement is given big headlines in
the daily papers. It is rated as
“news.” 1t is the President reassur-
ing the country—and how? He re-
assures the country by saying that
the ‘problem of distress will be splved
by relying upon the identical meas-
ures that lie broken in fragments

ises t

{fe_!l so cruelly short of the needs

'of . utter -disaster! The - President
‘will' see. that the suffering masses
jare cared.for, by insisting that their
-sole dependence.in the coming winter
shall. be upon a type of individual-
istic and irresponsible relief which

for relief in the first keen winter
|of the depression.- . .
| This is government-by-propaganda
with a vengeance. . Propaganda and
promotional publicity carried Hoover
into the White House; and ordinarily
such -methods might keep him there
for a second term of misgovernment,
false predictions and broken prom-
ises. But the situation is too seri-
ous. The nation’s economic tragedy
cannot be obscured by Hoover’s kind
of propaganda, which is not even
propaganda in any complicated or
deceptive sense of the word but is
merely the reptition of statements
ithat are known to be silly and false.
"Hoover has scandalously failed to
grasp with ‘any intelligence or to
meet with. any sympathy and ability
the natiot’s economic erisis: and now
the sort of reassurance he offers the
people is' the statement, delivered
ironically ‘as if it were the trumpet
of salvation, that -he will. persist
in the stupid, dogmatic attitude
which has brought about his failure.
Under the headline of saving the
nation. the newspapers inform us
that Hoover will let the nation save
itself, in the clumsiest and least or-
ganized way. and that he will place
every obstacle in the path of meas-
‘ures really designed for saving—or
at least for immediately relieving—
the nation.

It is for this reason that we say
President Hoover is neither able nor

|

elever: a truth which millions of
Americans have long ago discov-
ered for themselves. A genius may
turn failure into success, sometimes;
but a genius will not—and a man
of ordinary common sense will not
—confuse failure with success; most
stupid of all is the political charla-
tan who attempts, again and again,
to make the victims of his failure
believe that his failure has been
success.

If times were less terrible, if con-
ditions were less urgent, if the re-
sults of President Hoover’s failure
were not so tragic, his persistence
in falsehood and futility might be
less critically considered by the peo-
ple. But these are times of extra-
ordinary need, extraordinary discon-
tent and an -extraordinary critical
temper among the people. The mil-
lions who are suffering intensely
from the economic crisis, and whose
suffering is certain to be worse this
winter unless organized: nationul re-
lief measures are applied, are in no
mood, to bear patiently with Presi-
dent Hoover’s: repetition - of vain
words announcing.the continuance of
his futile attitude. -

The masses demand relief, and
this .demand will be translated into
clear and resolute measures of na-
tional relief by members of the next
Congress who are more realistic and
more social-minded than Hoover.

It is this certainty that relief
measures will be pressed vigorously
in the next session. of Congress—it
is this prospect of a movement for
genuine relief—that. frightens Hoo-
ver now and prompts him, so clumsi-
ly, to reiterate his ragged theme of
local relief. It is a ragged theme,

1e Same Empty Failur

a theme of hunger and shame,. a
thieme pinched and gaunt and hope-
less. Local efforts, no matter how
willing and ‘sincere, are :too' small,
too unorganized, two lacking in:. re-
sources for the relief that is acutely,
agonizingly needed during the com-
ing. winter. c.
“If - Hoover does not know this—
or if he refuses to admit it—the
fact is plain enough to the suffering
masses, to the country at large -in-
deed - “(for almost the whole  coun-
try is suffering in some degree) and
to a few determined political leaders
who will make unemployment insur-
ance and national relief the urgent,
leading issue in the. next session of
Congress. : ;
It is an issue that President”Hde-
ver must somehow face; an idsue
which will be thrust upon him; an
issue about which- he :must make
some decision. - Characteristically, he
does not face the: realities of this
issue. He will stick to his broken
and bleak dogma of individualistic,
local effort regardless of ,the ruin-
ous distress . which it signifies - for
the nation. He can muster no mote
cleverness, no more ingenuity nor
resourcefulness than: to .echo  the
echoes of his too often echoed false-
hoods and futilities. His words can
only mean that, so far as he would
have it, the country must suffer
this winter in the same way as last
winter but in worse degree. L
President Hoover has no plan of
relief excepting a plan—if it could
be called a plan—which has failed,
which failed notoriously, which ‘has
failed beyond hope of reassirance by
a brazen or stupid or desperate
presidential lie. .

Police Third Degree Methods Finally

- Discovered by Wickersham Commission

- The Wickersham  commission’s
lengthy report on third degree
methods of cruelty and intimidation
used by the .police in most Ameri-
can cities is a valuable document,
but’ it ¢annot be said that the com-
missioh’s -discovery is startling to
the :public. It may .serve to revive
public interest in a condition of
affairs which has been disgracefully
common for years and which has
been denounced repeatedly by citi-
zens and groups interested in civ-
ilized: methods of administering the
machinery of law. .

Few citizens at all literate and
aware in mind have been ignorant
of the brutalities which from long
nse. have’ become almost  second
nature te the police. The system
in géneral: ‘has been exposed time
and ‘again; ‘and individual instances
.of illegal punishment by the police,
before priseners have been tried and
found guilty by a jury, have been
‘often sensationalized in the spot-
light of moementary protest.

; Discovering what has long been
known, the Wickersham commission
nevertheless brings a needed empha-
sis upon a condition that is contra-
dictory of the familiar boasts of

“law and* order”; if emphasis will

need to be brought again and again,
-that is less the fault of the com-
mission than of a public opinion
which- is not steady nor clear in
demanding constitutional rights and
humane treatment of accused per-
gons. At  least those conservative
citizens who are prone to disbelieve
and to resent accusations against the
authorities, laying such accusations
to resent accusations against the au-
thorities, laying such accusations to
the malice and alarmism of natur-
ally discontented elements, will be
compelled nhow to alter their tone
in view of the weighty official ‘dis-
closures of ‘the Wickersham com-
mission. ‘ -

Torture Methods in Genera]  Use

The commission réports that phy-
sical brutality, actual torture, illegal
holding in jail, deliberately cruel
prolenged questionings of accused
persons by policemen operating in
relays, denial of food or sleep to
prisoners so that weariness and hun-
ger . will ‘compel ‘them to admit
crimes of which often they are in-
nocent, and refusal of counsel to
which prisoners are legally entitled
are practices ‘customarily employed
by . the police’ in citiecs both large
and small. ¢

New York City is found to be

particularly bad in its use of the
third degree, while Chicago ranks a
-cloge second. Other cities in which
“law ‘and order” is a hypoeritical
phrase, ;reflected actually in the most
lawless and disorderly police meth-
ods,: are, as set forth by the com-
mission: Albany, Birmingham, Buf-
falo, Camden, ‘Ginc¢innati, Cleveland,
Columhus, Denver, Detroit,, Kansas
City, Mo., Kenosha, Wis., "Los An-
geles, Miami, Newark. New Orleans,
Oakland, Calif.,, Oklahoma * City,
Philadelphia, . -Richmond, Va., St.
Joseph,  Mo.. St.
cisco, . Seattle,. Waco and Wichita
Falls, Texas, Washington, and West
Allis, is, ;
_ These are cities specially investi-
gated By the members of the com-
missien and as they are quite rep-
resentative it is necessarily concluded
that sin®ar conditions exist in virt-
vally all American cities.

From the long commission report
a typical -close-up may be taken
in the description of methods com-
monly in use by Chicago police:
“The methods described as in use
in Chicago include the application
of rubber hose to the back or the
pit of the stomach, kicks

Louis, San Fran-|

shins, beating the shins with a club,
blows struck with a telephone book
on the side of the victim’s head.
The Chicago telephone book is a
heavy one and a swinging blow
with it may stun a man without
leaving a mark.
practice is described by a- respon-
sible eye witness of more ‘than one
such occurrence.] Other methods
stated to be used are suspending a
prisoner upside down by handcuffs
or manacles and the administration
of tear gas. The frequent partici-
pation of prosecuting attorneys in
the third degree sessions is stated
by several informants.”
New Socfal Ideals Needed

- This report.on “the lawlessness. of
the law” serves to underscore the
fact . that law - observance should
properly. begin at home, so to speak,
with the officials charged with ‘en-
forcing the laws. Disrespect for
law among citizens is a natural con-
sequence, -not .merely of oppressive
and unreasonable laws, but of the
violation of - the laws by police and
prosecuting attorneys. :

There is a touch of irony in the
commission’s recommendation that
new laws or even a constitutional
amendment are needed to stop these
practices which are “so violative of

stitutional liberty.” It is rather a
puzzle, this supposed virtue of pass-
ing new laws to make the police
observe laws already in existence.
If ‘they violate present laws, who
is to assure us that they will not
equally violate future laws?

The commission is mnearer the
point when it urges the need of an
aroused public opinion; enly we
should add that public opinion must
be educated and aroused against the
whole system of legal, social and
economic injustice. We must have
a new conception of government,
founded on real equality and justice;
but this, of course, is not suggested
by the commission who, estimable
as they may be, are upholders of
the established order. )

And-.the police might cynically
reply to the Wickersham - commis-
sioners that the established order
must be upheld by violence, trickery
and injustice.

Conservatism—and cowardice—of
the commissioners was shown -in
their refusal to include a discus-
sion of the Mooney-Billings case in
their Teport on “the lawlessness of
the law.” They. alleged, as reasons
for their slighting of.this mnotorious
case, the inability to examine per-
sonally the witnesses and the fact
that Mooney is now applying for
a pardon. :

Had Plenty of Mooney Evidence

The first reason is not at all con-
vincing, in view of the fact that ' all
of the important witnesses against
Mooney and Billings have confessed
.that .they were bribed or browbeaten
by ‘the San Francisco district attor-
ney .into testifying -falsely against
the labor agitators; that the judge
who tried Mooney, the captain of
detectives who  “worked. up” ‘the
cases and others intimately ‘asso-
ciated with the prosecution have ad-
mitted that Mooney and -Billings
were framed; the fact that Oxman,
the chief witness who died only a
few ‘weeks 'ago, -was implicated in
a conspiracy of perjury and was
later proved to have been a hundred
miles frem San Francisco at the
time when he swore to having seen
Mooniey and Billings at the scene
of the Preparedness Day explosion
in 1916; and the faet that the re-
port of a special commission ap-
pointed by President Wilson showed

clearly the corruption and vicious-

in the ness of Fickert, the prosecuting at-

[The use ‘of this.

the fundamental principles of con-

torney who directed the frameup ofi
Mooney and Billings.

The other reason advanced, ‘that
Mooney is now asking for a pardon
~—which. he has indeed sought and
demanded thrQugh all the years of
his unjust imprisonment—must be
viewed with a sardonic eye. - We
can. only intérpret this as, meaning
that the commission did not wish
to help Mooney in obtaining  justice
at this opportune moment. It feared,
that is ‘to say, it might prejudice
the case in favor of the victim of
injustice. :

The conclusive proof of the com-
‘mission’s insincerity with regard to
the Mooney-Billings case is the fact
that it had before it an exhaustive
report, made by " special investiga-
tors, detailing every feature of this
most- flagrant frameup of the cen-|
tury. In short, the commission had
the facts but wefused to publisht
them.  Giving credit for its. impor- |
-tant revelations, “we must severely
condémn it for resorting to suppres-
sion in the ‘most vital and represen-
tative case under its consideraticn.

: Class Prejudice at Work
. We have no’ doubt about the mo-|
tive of the commission in suppress-:
ing the truth “about the Maooney-
Billings frameup. The case is too
significantly bound up with the class
struggle. Mooney and Billings are
not ordinary citizens, nor are they
members of the criminal classes so-
call.ed, who have been abused by the
police; but instead they. are labor
agitators who were persecuted not
through '~ the usual animus of. the
police against outcasts and suspected
offenders but through a -deliberate
and concerted class animus in which’
leading manufacturers’ representa-
tives and labor-hating corporation
agents were viciously active.

Our ‘own opinion  is that had
Mooney and. Billings been ordinary
vietims' of injustice, not marked by
any radical philosophy nor hated by
powerful - -members of the ruling
class, the Wickersham commission
would have given due publicity to
the frameup against them. But the
motive ‘that led to the frameup of
Mooney - and Billings, the motive
which has kept them in prison fif-
teen years for a crime they did,not
con:rmit, worked again with evil
facility - in * persuading the Wicker-
sham commission to ' suppress the
truth—the motive, namely, of class
prejudice -and fear against labor
agitators’ challenging not merely
police brutality and trickery but the
entire system of capitalistic misrule,
economic and political and legal.

THE WORKERS should blush with
shame when leading politicians and
capitalist exploiters pay them com-
pliments on their wonderful patience.
It is' no credit to them that they
are patient - with injustice, patient
with poverty, patient with unem-|
ployment, . patient with insults and
lies and betrayals. We do not ad-
vocate = violence, because it is a
merely blind -and instinctive way of
expressing resentment against con-
ditions. What we do urge upon the
workers .is a policy of intelligent
impatience. . They . should use the
most peaceable, determined and fun-
damental measures. of. political and
econemic revolt with -a view to ahol-|
ishing the: system ‘which oppresses
them. Under -conditions of tyranny,|
the spirit. of freedom .is the greati
virtue and patience is the worst
weakness.

IN PERIODS of political revolt, the
veters are too often misled by the
fallacy of. electing ‘“‘good men’ to
office. Traits of personal goodness
are of lesser moment in public af-
fairs., - Sound measures, not ' good
men, are needed. And the man who
sincerely advocates sound measures
is, in politics and. economics. the
good man whom the voters should
endorse, not for his personality, but
fer ‘his principles. ’

“Destroy Crops!”’ Is Slogan of Economic
Insanity and Failure 'Under Capitalism

The economic insanity of capi-;

‘talism has been faily -confessed and
declared by the United States gov-
ernment. This conféssion is flagrant
in the federal ‘fapm ' board’s.:
sistence  that ' seuthern ; ‘American

farmers shall’ destfoy ohe-third ‘of
5. :

their cotton creps.. :

H

The farm beard, quoting by rote.
.gf capitalist 2co-
fere 'is’ too much

from - ;the dogma
nomics, says that.
cotton this- year;

at’ this cotton

cannot. be used, but must be .de-
stroyed; that sych ‘an fimmenge pro-|

gram of destruction will. raise ihe
price of cotton and ﬁ&a ‘
cotton farmers a by
the 1931 crop. i C e

This is the most amazing . demind
ever. made by -a government body.
Private .agencies shaveé :long ~ prac-
ticed the  destrudtion ; of ~ alleged
surplus. . supplies® for the sake of
boosting prices. | It is an old method,
of capitalism—and. & method = of
madness . from ‘a ‘social point of
view, although ‘immediately benefi-
cial to a narrow circle of profiteers

~

who dominate anti-socially the cur-|

rents of trade. Now this crazy idea
—the deliberate destruction of the
products of mnature and labor—is
proposed seriously, vensationally ard
as a last desperate resort of bank-

rupt capitalism by the board which

conveys the official policy of the
United States government with re-
gard to agriculture.

The details of this vast
of waste are not clearly explained
by the farm board. It has no means
of making sure that all cotton farm-
ers .will join equally in this cam-
paign of destruction.
to guarantee even that the farmeis
will benefit by higher prices in pro-
portion Lo the amount of crops they
destroy. It has no counsel for next
yvear and the, following years, ex-
cept that the  farmers .shall plant
less wheat, cottori and other “sur-
plus” - crops—pr. . that, : year after
year, they 'shall toil to produce these
crops and then destroy a large part
of them. Y X

. Workers Need Cotton Goods

Assuming that ‘the price of. cotton
could be thus temporarily raised—
and the scheme will encounter ob-
vious difficulties in the carrying out
—what is to be .xaid of the farm
board’s proposal from the broader
social point of view? The fact is

Ithat the workers. in - America and

every other country are poorly sup-
plied with clothing; that they are
far -from ‘the point of consuming
cotton goods equal Lo their necessi-
ties. : ’

Under capitalishr,: cotton on the
farm cannot' be fully used to pro-
duce cotton fabrics; cotton fabrics
which are produced cannot be fully
consumed. by: the ' people, who in
vast numbers: go ragged in the
midst of a cotton “surplus”; ma-
chinery for the preduction of cotton
goods -cannot be képt running fully,
which again .means unemployment
and raggedness. for the workers. °

The real failure of /the system of
private ownership *is shown in its
inability to functigm in the fair and
full “distribution Je%  commodities. Tt

cannot get needed supplies to  the

people, although these supplies are
produced in = abyndance—in over-
abundance, says ‘the farm board.

‘With capitalism = powerless to. dis-

tribute -commodities, ‘this capitalistic
agency has 'mo. other solution than
to propose that this wealth be de-
stroyed. And the farim hoard wants
this -ingane destrgction 'to be has-
tened. Onesthird 6f the cotten crop;
it. says, should be destroyed by Sep-
temper 15, iy g
- With millions suffering the worst
voverty in years, geing ‘without food

in-|.

Cassure the | g
b@bier:mcome from,

scheme |

It is not able!

and clothing, the federal farm board
solemnly, officially declares that we
have too much cotton. '
The Problem of Distribution

Can ' anything more clearly expose
the error of the capitalistic idea
that “private initiative” is needed to
create wealth? 1Instead we = see,
reruelly clear do we see, that “private |
initiative”—the- system praised so’
‘loudly - by 'President Hoover—can
only fanction, {in ‘such a- crisis?' by
destroying' wealth, - o o
_Neithér “farmers nor: ¢ity workers
can -be aided by this insanity. It

veds 1t labored disquisition to
‘prove thal an cconomic system which
leads ‘to waste and destruction _is
fundamentally’ ‘opposed:-io- the sound
principles of presperity. Ths farm
board: is not solving, the -agricultural
problem; it is destroying or pro-
posing to destroy ‘the ‘crops which
.constitute the . immediate . problem,
thereby emphasizing the real and
greater problem - of ““obtaining fair
distribution for the wealth which: is
created in abundance. o

Now it is not enough to say that
capitalism is, on trial. . It has been
tried. * It has been found wanting.
It has condemned itself as a. mad
and monstrous failure. Let the peo-
ple turn to the building of a. coop-
erative economic system iwhich will
steadily produce wealth and distri-!
bute such wealth fully and justly
ramonig the people.™

'POWER TRUST LOBBY BACK
. OF HOOVER MUSCLE
SHOALS TRICK

. Heavy lobbying by the power
;trust in Alabama and Tennessee was
'the method of getting legislation in
ithose states for the joint commis-
sion on the Muscle Shoals govern
]ment dam and power works. The
icommission. which was illegal as
’Cong‘ress alone has the right to de-
i termine what shall be done ' with
| Muscle Shoals, was <c¢omposed of
!nine members, appointed by Presi-
3dent Hoover -and by: the governors
1of Alabama and Tennessee.

|~ Every one of the nine had a plain
,record of antagonism to government
operation. Eight of the members
had prominently assisted in the fight
on the Norris bill for government
operation. Tt was a prejudiced com-
! mission, and it was no surprise when
‘recently the commission announced
that it was prepared to consider
bids from private companies for the
overation of this valuable power
site. . ' :

Judson Ki/ng, veteran head of the
Popular Government League - with
headquarters in Washington. D. C..
‘has exposed the machinations of
the power: trust in putting over this
Muscle Shoals trick, with its colos-
sal design of grabbing an enterprise
into which ‘the United States govern-
ment-has put millions of dollars.

The Alabama ‘Power Company (a
.part of the power trust) and the
Alabama farm Bureau, working hand
in glove with the power trust. lob-
bied the illegal commission measure
jthrough the Alabama ~legislature,
{while a similar lobby swung the
deal before the Tennessece legisla:
ture. In  Washington,  President
Hoover served the power ‘trust,
which means that he has continually
schemed to help the power trust
grab not only the 765,000 horse-
power development ‘at Muscle Shoals
but all of the Tennessee River basin
with 6,600,000 horsepower that ean
be developed in the future. - -

Upon this prize the power trust
has greedily concentrated its efforts
for over a decade; and Hopver has
taken the side of this growing and.
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Lfruits of their labor..

grasping trust against the interests
of the people.
Sent by Hoover to deliver govern-

ment greeting to this illegal Muscle |

Shoals commissien, Secretary of War
Hurléy sought to throw the mantle
of militant patriotism over the
power trust raid upon the public
domain.  “I am here in behalf of
the President,” he said, “to confer
with you and offer the full coopera-
tion of the. war department or any
other' branch of the government
which might think necessary to -call
upon .for assistance in your solution
of . the problem. . . . The men who
loolgéd-down the beads of their rifles
during the Werld War and trained
-them on the enemy were neither
.Democrats” ner Republicans. - They

were better. than either.: They were’

Americans.” Thus again does a
high government official bring patri-

.otism to the defense of plunder and

wave the *flag in - celebration of a
betrayal’ of the people for the ad-
vantage of ‘an extortionate monopoly.

‘Branding this as the grossest polit- h

ical = fakery, Judson -King says:
“Secretary Hurley is already brand-
ishing the World War ‘rifle, just-as

VICTIMS OF PEACE FALL IN
THE DEADLY TOIL AT
BOULDER DAM

Peace has its tragedies only less
terrible than thoseé of war. A severe
example of the destructive and' op-
pressive processes of capitalism in
peaceful times is furnished by . the
suffering, exploitation and wmortal-
ity rate at Boulder Dam in Nevada.

The workers. at the dam, which is
being constructed by a private com-
pany although the project is a pyb-
lic improvement, toil - in  tempera-
[tures ranging as - high as 120 to
140 degrees. There have besn many
‘deaths from this intense ‘hest: .-

Others. die-from dysentery . caused
by. .poisoning " from - meat in the
lunches, which quicklyy become
spoiled in the heat. These lunches
are carried by the workérs to .the
scene of their labor “in. paper sacks
or tin boxes. It is thought that
preservatives put into the meat may
ave a great 'deal to do with its

|

bad effect upon the workers’ health.
Accidents  multiply these working

his. northern brethren” once waved | Vvictims of capitalism, who are as

the ‘bloody shirt.

“|In order that the power trust may battle.

And for what? dead as if they had been killed in

When .a group of workers

grab Muscle Shoals and the whole|was called back too soon after -a
Tennessee River basin and dominaie | dynamite blast, eleven were killed

the price of electric power through-
out the United States, in return for
campaign contributions and political
support of the Republican machine
and its Democratic allies.”

The importance of the Muscle
Shoals plant is emphasized by the
difference between the 1.9 cent rate
for electric power in Ontario prov-

ence in Canada, where a publicly
owned company ' distributes power,
and the 10-cent rate charged by

power trust companies in the vicin-
ity of Muscle Shoals. The power
trust wants to keep up its exorbi-
tant rates and this would be seri-
ously. handicapped if Muscle Shoals
were operated by the government
at a low rate for users of electric
power.

WHAT 1s radicalism? It is th: de-
termination to end social evils rather
than temporize with them or try
vainly to make them seem tolerable.
It is a basic attack upon social evils
by removing their causes. It is fur-
thermore and more broadly an un-
derstanding of the important truth
that progress demands the rejection
of outworn, ineffective methods of
social life for new and modern meth-
ods that will fit modern conditions.
Those who call themselves progres-
sive but deny the term radical are
using language deceptively. It is the
radical who is the true progressive.
For progress requires the vision and
the courage of large, decisive. fun-
damental measures of social change.

. Is 1T RIGHT that the workers should
be the victims rather than the bene-
ficiaries of mechanical progress? This
victimization results from the fact
that the workers ‘do not own the
machines. that society does mnot own
the ‘macfiines, but that these great
mechanical -instruments are selfishly
owned by capitalists and are used
(or kept idle) for their private
profit. We are radical enough to
believe that machinery should serve
the race in the -widest extent: of
social’ usefulness and that to achieve
this ideal social- ownership “is neces-
sary. .

Ir TO' BE conservative means to
conserve, what are we to say of the
man who calls himself. a conserva-
tive while defending this industrial
system ofs appalling waste, destruc-
tion and tragic' mismanagement?

5 ORI
- THE. RADICAL is one who believes
that the men and women who do the
work of : the. world' should enjoy: the

‘on the dam

‘ers

in the delayed explosion. A num-
ber of workers have been. killed
when ropes, on which they were
being lowered into the canyon, broke
and sent them crashing far below.

With all these dangers and bad
treatment, the workers are merci-
lessly exploited. Boawrd costs $1.50
a day. Ten cents a day is charged
as a hospital fee. Ten days’ work
makes the worker lia-
ble to a $3 poll tax by the state of
Nevada.

The worker has about $2 a day
after paying these charges. Out of
this $2 a day he must get his
clothing’ and amusements, cigarettes
and small necessities—and, if he' is
married, support his family.

Most of the wages are paid  in
scrip which must be spent at stores
maintained by the, company- building
the dam.- No. competitive stores are
permitted near the dam, and the
company stores chaige excessive
prices. The dam -workers have to
drink river water or artesian water
brought from Las Vegas, N. Mex.,

land sold at the rate of fifteen cents

for five gallons. o

There is no accommodation for"
the families .of married workers,
who simply camp out in the desert.
Bunkhouses are mot ventilated and
the ‘workers find sleep difficult in
the desert heat. )

Thousands of unemployed work-
are camped around the dam
for miles, and along roads leading-
to the dam, hoping to get the: op-
pressive and dangerous jobs aban-
doned hy the workers, who _are
leaving constantly at the rate-of |
three percent a  day; this means
that about once a month the work-
ing force is completely changed.
Few workers can stand the cruel
ordeal; yet other ‘workers are ready
to take their -places -and . in their
turn become victims of the indus- .
trial Moloch which has the fierce,
ruthless aspecet of the military Marg.
Boulder Dam is a battlefield,
where men die as wage slaves rather -
as soldiers. ‘They are the victims
not merely: of nature—for there are
natural conditions which can- be
remedied but are.not. More largely.
they are the victims of exploiters
who are more interested in profits
than in the welfare of the workers
out of whose toil and hardships and
deaths these profits are ground re-
morselessly. :
These workers ‘would probably be
only faintly interested in a discus-:
sion of :.the _relative .chances :of
‘peace and war, .
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English Capitalism in a
Crisis of Social Collapse

Amid the dramatic: and unexpected
events of the latest change of gov-
ernment in England, the fact which
stands out as mest important is that
capitalism—in yet another great
country—has been forced into a sen-
sational, stark admission of social-
economic failure. Ramsey MacDon-
ald’s right-about-face, while person-
ally interésting and to a degree sur-
prising, impresses usiless profoundly
than conditions which underlie it, the
events which give it significance,
and- the meaning of the choice which,
at the summit of his career, Mac-
Donald has made; the schism in the
Labor party, with the overwhelming
‘majority against MacDonald and his
few compromising colleagues, is sim-
ply the drawing away of the con-
servative element in the party at a
time .when 'they are not quite able
to face radical issues in the temper
of Labor statesmanship.

We -do not say that Labor states-
manghip—that the principles of so-
eta]l welfare as against the motives
of private lgreed rwhich determine
the course of capitalism—could im-
mediately triumph in England. In
any case the Labor government was
compelled to surrender its limited
power and its formal responsibility
for the digcharge of government; it
held such power as it had lonly
through the alliance with the Lib-
eral party; it was not a majority
government.

But it sesms to us that MacDon-
ald’s duty as leader of the Labor
party was to stand by the principles
of that party, because those princi-

les are right and because a deser-

ion of them, however sincere per-
sonally MacDonald may be, is 2
failure to hold to the vision of social
responsibility.

Workers Must Suffer More

Roiled down, the action of Mac-
Donald means that in this crisis of

capitalism he iz willing to support !

the view that
ployed workers should fear
greater burden of suffering.

the mass of unem-:

the !
They ! 5 : e . -
have already borne this greater bur. | the ideal—in a spirit of high patri-

den, but MacDonald and those who,
left the Labor party with him are,

agreeing that these submerged work-
ers must bear a still greater burden
than for years they have miserably
borne.

T iss i a iwas essen- .
The issue in England S ‘keep up at least their present ri1g-
a,seep up al 1

for a courageous social- | idly minimum standard of existence

“tially simple, perhaps not for
political but

minded leader who would rather be

defeated in supporting the right than:

win politically for the moment by
a compromise which indeed is more
Tike a surrender. The issue in Eng-
land was whether wealth and privi-
lege and even moderate incomes
should be called on- to pay addi-
tional taxes for the support of Eng-
land’s millions. of .unemployed work-
ergs—whether, in short, those who
have should give more for those who
have not—or whether these unem-
ployed millions, already barely ex-
isting on the so-called “dole,” should
be dropped to something less than
an exisfence. :

Compromises were attempted, con-
gervafives and liberals resisting tax
inereases to make up the $600,000,000
deficit and the Labor government
yielding as far as it could but the
majority holding out for the main-
tenance of unemployment insurance
benefits on the present scale, low
enough in “all conscience. The con-
servatives and liberals, representing
not only the wealthy but the middle
classes, said in effect: “Don’t ask
us to pay any more; let us kee% all
that we have; and let the jobless
workers have less.”

Tt was said that capital was leav-
ing England or was threatening to
leave if higher taxes were 'impqsed.
That is to say, capitalists, especially
foreign capitalists with English in-
vestments, declared that unless they
were assured of the profits and divi-
dends they are now getting they
would withdraw their financial sup-
port from KEnglish industries. )

In a country where millions, will-
ing but unable to work, are kept
from downright destitution only by
government unemployment insurance
which in turn requires in these ex-
traordinary times much higher
taxes, spokesmen of capitalism held
this monstrously selfish threat over
the English government.

Patriotism and Prefits

As we say, MacDaonald could not
keep the Labor party in power un-
der these circumstances; but what he
could de was to let & frankly capi-
talistic government take the respon-
gibility for this anti-social -attitude
of capitalism and, still as the leader
of ap uncompromising Labor party,
place the issue before the English
peeple. That would have been his
course had MacDonald remained
clearly true to his principles of so-
cial jugtice. By agreeing to head
a so-called national overnment,
ngonald yielded for the time at
east and at a very critical time his
gocial principles and, according to
his own explanation, placed patri-
otism befare the principles of his
party. e

But what is this patriotism and
what are the principles—or what is
the leading principle—which he has
sacraficed in the name of patriot-
iem? Seen without any illusion, this
patriotism is a defense of English
capitalism in itz demand that the
present - profit structure shall be
maintained without further taxation
for the benefit. of the unemployed.
It is a “patriotic” support of the
view, not that there should be “equal
sacrifices from all” (a slogan used
by all parties in the recent contro-
versy but with different meanings),
but that the masses of unemployed
labor should sacrifice yet more and
that the wealthy and the middle
classes should be called on for ne
additional sacrifices. .

MasaeDonald has mnot exchanged a
class point of view for a national
point of view. He has chosen to
defend the interests of the wealthy
and wmiddle eclagses against the in-
terests of the working class with its
millions of unemployed. We do not
say that he has consciously taken
this position, that he puts it to him-

' pression?

;to have less in order

lieves that he is trying to save
England and taking the ohly course
that will save England. But what
is. he actually trying to save except
English capitalism and how can his
ideal of saving KEngland, granting
its sincerity in his own mind, be
reconciled with the fact that he is
sacrificing to a degree the millions
of unemployed workers in this plan
of salvation?
Sacrifices Are Not Egual

The pwrincipal, indeed the sole,
business of the new national govern-
ment is to balance the budget and to
save the deficit of $600,000,000. In
doing this the principal, and it seems
the sole, device is to cut down the
payments of unemployed relief and
other social-welfare expenditures.
Unemployment insurance, as we un-
derstand the matter, will be contin-
ued but on a smaller scale.

What does this mean except that
these poor, miserable workers, denied
the opportunity to work, are now
to be denied less opportunity—not
to live, for years they have not
done that—but to exist? Equal sac-
rifices? No, indeed. True to capital-
istic policy, the tremendous sacri-
fice is to be piled upon the working
class and upon that portion of the
working class which has ever since
the World War been compelled to
make sacrifices infinitely greater and
more severe than any other class in
England.

There is plenty of wealth in Eng-
land; but capitalist statesmen insist
that this wealth shall not be fur-

ther taxed—and MacDonald has
taken the side of these capitalist
statesmen. There are large incomes

and comfortable incomes in England;
but in this social ecrisis MacDonalé
has joined in and now leads the
vefusal to demand from these in-
comes a larger contribution to the
welfare of the workers who are idle
through ne fault of their own.

1f saving England were genuinely

otism with no selfish motive—would
not all be willing to share somewhat

equally in the burdens of this de-|

Would not the wealthy
and middle classes in England agree
that the un-
employed workers should be able to

(not living)?

But no—this patriotism is a policy
8f keeping up the profits of the
capitalists and protecting good in-
comes and private properties at ‘the
expense of the most abused class in
English society. Tt is the kind of
selfishness and the degree of self-
ishness which appears extraordina-
rily shameful and even tragic, from
a social point of view, in the midst
of such a crisis. )

Capitalism Caused the Crisis

The reality of the crisis none-can
doubt. We can only point out the
nature of the crisis: that it is the
failure of capitalism in England.
It is due to the -capitalist World
War and the capitalist depression.
And in this crisis the only thing
which the leaders of capitalism can
do or are willing to do is to let
the worst wvictims of the failure
suffer still more:; is to make the
greatest burden fall still more heav-
ily upon those who can least afford
to bear it; is to admit that capital-
ist government, with capitalist in-
dustry, is not equal to the task of
caring for its workers—that it will
not even grant them a so-called
“dole” equal to that which they
have been receiving.

In short, capitalist government in
England is confessing most conspic-
wously its social failure, its unwil-
lingness to accept the full economic
responsibilities of government so far
as the welfare of the unemployed
workers is concerned, its inability or
its strong disinclination to place
even to a necessary degree and tem-
porarily the motive of social welfare
above the motive of private profit.

England spends more than half a
billion dollars a year on military
and - naval armaments—practically
equal to the sum of the deficit.
Billions in profits go each year to
English capitalists and to foreign
capitalists with investments in Eng-
land. Some millions each year are
required to keep up the parasitie
show of royalty. All these drains
upon English wealth are possible
under capitalism, but it is not ad-
mitted as possible that England can
continue the present benefits to the
unemployed workers.

Taced with the crisis of war,
England was quite able and moved
promptly to take charge of the in-
dustries—for war purposes. Eng-
land could produce materials for
destruction and she could run enor-
mously into debt for the ends of
destruction. * In this crisis of unem-
ployment and industrial collapse,
why should net MacDonald as
leader of the Labor party demand
that England take over the industries
and run them for peaceful instead of
warlike purposes?

If the English industries were
gocialized, they ceuld be made self-
supporting for the English people
as a whole. All could live by them,
though a few could not take huge
profits. If MacDonald was not pow-
erful enough to carry through this
policy, he should at least have urged
it as the only statesmanlike solution
of England's crisis, .

The Social Responsibility

As matters stand, MacDonald and
his new national government will
face the strong opposition of the
majority 'of the Labor party, which
will fight to the last against cut-
ting down unemployment insurance
for the sake of maintaining the pri-
vate profit structure which saps the
major share of English wealth.

1t is truly, in England as in all
ather capitalist countries, a conflict
between profits and the right to live
for the workers. It is not as if,
even with the present unemployment
benefits, the jobless workers of Eng-
land were being pampered. They
get a pittance and no more; snough

for the merest animal requirements
of food and shelter; at the best
they are merely kept alive; and now
the policy of capitalist - England,
sponsored as irony would  have it

by the first Labor prime minister of
) ) - | England, is to cut down to a yet
self in this way. Probably he be-;:

lower point the already drastically
reduced standard of existence of
millions of KEnglish workers.

Many of these workers
through four years of hell in the
World War; few of them but had
near relatives, also victimized work-
ers, wounded or killed in the vile

trenches of capitalist warfare. Now
their country (their country iron-

ically but really the capitalists’
country) cannot provide employment
for them.

There is no question that the
great majority of unemployed Eng-
lish workers are eager to apply their
labor power
decent livelihood; we should know
this by the average of human na-

ture and weé know, furthermore, that,

the Englich system of unemploy-
ment benefits very carefully guards
against malingering and mere wil-
ful idleness, No, with few excep-
tions the millions of English work-
ers who are shut out from indus"cry
are terribly eager to work; but capi-
talist industry and a capitalist gov-
ernment will not let them work.

In such a situation, what reason-
able and humane man can deny that
it is the duty of the English gov-

ernment to see that these workers)
shall

destitution, i

who are forcibly unemployed
at least be kept from
that they shall at least be assured
a continuance of the poor enough
standard of existence which they
have under the system of unemploy-
ment benefits which now it is the
declared purpose of MacDonald and
his new hybrid ministry to reduce
—so that capital will not- desert
England and profits will be called
on for no more sacrifices?
America’s Need Is the Same
What we here say about the re-

sponsibilities of government in Eng-!

land applies with the full cogency of
critical truth to the responsibilities
of government in the United States.
The difference is that America is a
richer country with a vicher gov-
ernment than England and will thus
face less difficulty in supporting 2
plan of unemployment insurance.

We have still a long way to go in|

America before taxation of large:
incomes is nearly as high as '
England. And here, as in England, !

the voice of conscience and of truth.
cries aloud that workers who are|
willing to work should not be left to

suffer nor to depend on the hazard

.of charity nor to endure the shame
and pain of standing beggarly in

bread lines.

It is simply a question of whether
mass suffering in America is to be
relieved on a scale and with meas-
ures proportionate to the suffering
—or whether President Hoover and
his group of anti-social charlatans
and exploiters are to succeed in
keeping the great machinery of the
federal government out of action
with regard to relief, when only
such action can prevent the most
appalling misery throughout the
country in the coming winter.

Our government spends nearly a
billion dollars a year for military
and naval armaments. Billions and
billions in profits, dividends and in-
terest are poured yearly into the

‘treasure houses of the amazingly

rich who, few in number, own
America with the grasp of 'a relent-
less and insatiably greedy ownership.

1f the government of America—if
the capitalist system of America—
is not rich enongh to take care of
the ten million idle workers and
their families, then this government
and this system is mnot worthy to
survive. The capitalist system is

indeed mot organized to give pros-!

not organized

perity to the masses,
not organized

for real social needs,

for the efficient purposes of civiliza-
A new soclety:

tion and humanity. ‘
must be born out of the pain and

error of this decadent system, and,
we hope that the process of birtl};
O i

will -be an intélligent process
social change.
An Imperative Social Duty

Meanwhile, our capitalist govern-

ment is rich enough and is fully!
able to sponsor a system of unem-;
immediate
velief which will prevent the most;
Foes:
of social welfare will use England's
as an argument against:
this:

will !

ployment insurance and

extreme suffering this winter.

situation
unemployment insurance in
country; but their argument
not be just mnor logical, as it will
be founded on an entire and deliber-
ate misrepresentation of the state
of affairs in England.

Even from a capitalist point of.

view, we think that the rulers of
England are making a mistake;
the: they may be inviting social

revolution; that beyond a certain
point the endurance of the masses
will snap and that disastrously.

With so much irony in the latest
turn of events in England, another
irony may be that MacDonald,
throwing aside Labor statesmanship
for capitalist statesmanship, may be
unintentionally doing more to -hasten
the social revolution than he could
do by years of his erstwhile par-
liamentary, political "tactics.

But whatever errors England
makes, the friends of social justice
and decent humanity in America
will continue without pause to insist
upon the quick establishment of un-
employment relief in this country.
Fven in England the government
does not propose and would not dare
completely to abandon its system of
unemployment insurance; it is only
proposed to cut down the benefits—
a serious enough proposal and one
which, when every fact is considered,
appears plainly unjustifiable—yet in
this there is ng legitimate argument
for the Americdn opponents of un-
employment insurance.

Will Americans endorse the view
that their government should let
millions of workers starve or suffer
extremely rather ‘than apply federal
relief in this emergency? The as-
sertion that private charity and
local agencies can take care of the
situation is the most ecrue! and heart-
less pretense. It failed to do so last
winter and its failure this winter
will be tragically worse.

lived |

to the earning of a!

| The federal government must act. i
| The dogmatic, dietatorial inhumanity:
iof Hoover, twho \would have the un-
remployed workers suffer the last full}
‘harsh measure of punishment of the!
' failure of capitalist leadership, must
be overcome by Congress in response
to the pitiful, crisis-inspired, fateful
appeals of the-people.

Let Andy Mellon and his rich
friends  turn. loose from large
amounts of their ill-gotten profits
in crder that millions of honest,
industrious but forcibly disemployed
iworkers shall be kept decently alive
| throughout this terrible winter. And
1if capital threatens a strike, as it
,has threatened in ‘England (thereby
‘idmvmg Ramsay MacDonald into the
"army of capital), let the govern-
iment of the United States be over-
jwhelmed with an -immense and in-
itense national demand that it. take
charge of the industries and run
them for the benefit of the people.

This would ‘be very unpleasant
‘for Hoover and for Mellon and for
the profiteering capitalists—but in
this crisis let us not make the mis-
take of placing these interests abové

lutely just interests of the people.
Popular government—yes, that is
what we demand; therefore we move
directly against the policies of - Hoo-
ver and the anti-social system of
Hooverism. We move thus by what
we regard as the shortest and most
practical route, namely, an appeal
to the American people. Let the
people rule—and let the people live!

‘GLEANINGS

BY J. C. C.

No MoRe insulting words could
be said of the. great rank and file
of the people than that “The people
have just as good a government as
they deserve.” But this has been a
favorite excuse with politicians, in-
cluding the late W. J. Bryan.

i L
! THE APATHY of the people in
going to the polls is one of the
I'direct rvesults of our methods of
election. They realize that most im-
,portant elections are decided before
{nominations ave made. In ‘the case
"of a President, the clique that rules,
rand ruins, chooses a candidate to
‘win and another to lose. But when
a majority get tived of this game
of “heads 1 win, tails you lese,” they
“will put an end to it.
K
WAR preparations are going on,
i despite the ‘“Armament Reduction”
iand “Peace Pacts.” These are the
smoke screens with which people
are blinded to the true conditions.
This coming war, unless the people
succeed in checking it, will be a
“holy” war, like those of the past.
It will be to save “democracy,” or
“civilization” or “Christianity.” It
will be directed against Russia and
a war to the death against all peo-
ple in every land who dare to raise
voice against the cliques of money-
lords who rule most of the earth.
o -
- ‘'THE people of Russia suffered ages
of slavery and misery under the
czars. In 1917 they succeeded in
abolishing czar government and set-
ting up a soviet of labor. Eight
million Russians had been killed by
the combined German and Allied
Russia had the care of the

02 2,
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armies.
mothers, widows and children of
these dead, she- had been drained

of all available wealth by the czar
government, and she had to fight
off the invading armies of Christian
nations. Yet today there is less
unemployment and destitution in
Russia than in any other mnation.
And Russia has offered to lead in
the abandonment of armaments.
DA I 4
ALL who want peace should work

2

‘for it nmow. After war is once de- !
iclared, prisons and jails will be !
filled with those who would dare!

show up the plots of the money-:
‘lords. Work for peace and for vep-:
resentative government.

Those who:
stopped the wheels of industry by

calling in most of the currency now|
propose to throw the nations mto;
'war as a means of starting indus-.

“try and piling up more profits and;
more power. Yet peaceful activi-|
ties may furnish employment bette)ﬂI
than war, Peace is the world’s
best hope.

2, 2.
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THE NATION has been drained of
its eurrency, or medium of exchange,
by the clique of rulers. It was their
big step toward forcing the nations
into a war against Russia. Had
‘we a Congress of and by the ‘people,
an issue. of currency such as was
|used to finance the Civil War would
i check the power of the gold owners
land again start industry—an indus-
ltry to upbuild instead of to ruin.
| 1Ig 1T Too radical for us to demand
lthat the industries should be -run
!'steadily =o that the workers can al-
'iwa_vs have the opportunity to pro-
! duce wealth and to enjoy the wealth
which they produce? We think that
this radicalism is an expression of
social sanity and we are glad to
have it éxamined. critically in com-
parison with the present social in-
sanity which disrupts the industrial
system, throws millions out of work
and imposes poverty in the midst of
plenty.

T FREEMAN & proposes Sljadical
measures because-in this crisis hu-
manity faces radical issues and

needs. Petty half-measures will not
be helpful. Bold and thorough
changes are required. We must in-

deed substitute a workable system
for a system that has sensationally
proved its failure to work for the
common good.

w
.

THE COMMON people are the vie-
tims of war. They have everything
to lose and nothing to gain by war.
War is always against their inter-
ests, never for their interests. They
should unite to abolish war and, as
the basic means to that end, abol-
ish the war-making system .

Awmwmics has changed  so much
from the ideals of earlier democracy
that nowadays & man’ is considéred
'a radical if he believes in free

the tremendously urgent and abso-}

| speech.

U~Mask all hypocrites!

RESIST amiberty!
YEs, Hooverism is depressing,
SpEAK boldly against injustice! -
CAPITALISM s supef-}exﬁloitation.
THE PEOPLE should® ou:m America.
G.0.P. Slogan: 'Starve with Hoover.

DoN't be silent when wrong is
done! :

CHALLENGE, the betrayers of man-
mind! :

NEVER
shams!

cease warring against

IMPOVERISHED workers cannot make
a great nation. .

EvERY jobless worker is an indict-
ment of capitalism.

TARIFF battles are skirmishes lead- |-

ing to major wars.

Every strike is- a proof that the
workers are outcasts.

SocraLisM  advocates cooperation
for the common good.

THE SOPHISTRIES of capitalisin d
not gild its -tragedies. : -

UNDER CAPITALISM, the worker’s
penny earned is a penny lost,

. PEACE treaties are sad delusions
in the midst of economic war,

THE AMERICAN FRFEMAN -demands
a high income tax on the rich. ..

BE RADICAL enough £o take your
stand on the side of social justice.

QAPITALISM helps thev workers bslr
taking from them the burden of
wealth.

. THE AMEBICAN FREEMAN believes
in production for use and not fof
profit.

OUR political democracy is a farce
unless we have industrial democracy
as well.

THE WORKER can show the great-
est heroism by defending the rights
of his class. . ‘

CONDITIONS will improve when the
workers learn to organize for their
own - interests.

PoVERTY is no disgyace but a sys-
tem that creates poverty is a dis-
graceful system. °

Goop MEN? There are plenty of
good men, but they cannot function
well under a bad system.

THERE 1S something very wrong
with the character or the intellect of
a man who is not a radical in the
presence of monstrous, unjust and
insane social conditions. '

. WE ARE frankly radical in believ-
ing that wrong conditions -should be
not covered up ner . prolonged nor
hastily, superficially patched but that
they should be abolished.

WE po Nor wish to die for our
principles. We wish to live for the
triumph of these principles and so
that these principles can .assure' a
fuller, freer life for all mankind.

OH, VES, Andy Mellon knows what
a radieal is: namely. any man who
believes that the rich should pay a;
higher income tax. Andy himself is
not radical, far from it. He believes |
that the rich should keep their enot- |
mous fortunes and that the masses
should suffer.

RapicaLisM should not be confused
with violence. The capitalist system
is violent in forcing misery and
struggle and death upon the work-
ers. The radical labors for a svs-;
tem of social peace and jusiice. He
wants to free mankind or {o per-
suade mankind to free itseif from
the violent conditions of capitalism.

THE VERY men who ere afraid to
be known as radical and who feel
ashamed at the imputation of radie-
alism are not afraid nor ashamed to
defend economic conditions which are
terribly wrone and which are infi-
nitely more disastrous. actually to-
day and not theoretically in .the fu-
ture, than all the so-called “evils” of
radicalism could possibly be.

A WORKER who is starving is not
a radical simply because he demands
something to eat at the moment. He
is a radical if he demands a social
organization that will assure him,
permanently the right to work and
eat and enjoy the fruits of his labor.
Isn't there a great deal lacking in
the intelligence or self-respect of a
worker who is not thus radical?

THERE ARE many quacks who
would apply this or that treatment
to the symptoms of -social distress.
Such treatments beyond  counting
have been proposed and applied in
the past, yet the distressing "symp-
toms continually reappear. It is
time to deal with causes, to remove
the fundamental °social ‘injustice
which is always bringing forth the
symptoms of distress. - But that is
radicalism. Well, is it any the less
sensible for all that? One should
not be frightened at a word,.

WE DO NOT believe that a worker
can be too radical. He may be un-
intelligently rebellious. He may pro-
test in ways that ‘are violent and
superficial and, so far as the real
social problem is concerned, actually
futile. But the worker who is rad-
ical, genuinely and completely, does
but insist that the root cause of
social injustice—namely, the private
ownership of the means of wealth—
shall be abolished and that upgn the
foundation of cooperative ownership
a system of social justice shall be
firmly created. This is radicalism
which cannot be too loudly proclaim-

or

"their revolution.

‘'structure. -

‘success will become infectious.

rers

ithousands of

‘home of
‘ments of Europe rapidly are going

fism—is a

ed nor imsisted upon teo strongly. |
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WORKERS MUST NOT BE
" DECEIVED

BY GEORGE H. SHOAF

workers must not permit
‘to be seduced or bull-
fighting each other for
the benefit and profit of the owning
master classes, either in this
country or abroad. Neither must the
workers allow themselves to be pro-
voked into violence. Sporadic out-
breaks Ly unarmed and unorganized
workers, ignorant both of the eco-
nomics and the objective of revolu-
tion, would play directly into the
hands of the masters of capitalism,
and would be fatal to unity of un-
derstanding and thoroughness of or-

The
themselves
dozed into

1derly preparation, factors absolutely

essential to working class success.
Conditions this coming winter are
going to depress and exasperate and
try the workers as they were never
tried before. = Their natural and in-
stinctive desire will be to fight; but
whom and for what are matters
about which they should have posi-
tive knowledge.

Every honest thinker quite readily
admits that the, capitalist system -is
breaking down, and that to continue
its lease on life war is imperative.
Peace talk by the authorized agents
of capitalism is regarded by in-
formed thinkers as buncombe; peace
conferences are fraudulent in con-
ception and always are barren of
results. Every nation is preparing
for war, and every nation is expect-
ing war. France and Italy are
ready to fight for larger spheres of
influence in Africa. France would
like to have an excuse for the re-
occupation of Germany. There is
not a nation south of the Rio Grande
but would jump at the opportunity
to_invade the United States with
military aggression. Despite their
protestations of friendship, Great
Britain and the United States would
unhesitatingly devastate the earth
in a bloedy scramble for territories
to exploit. There are just two things
which are holding the nations back:
first, the fear of possible revolution
in their homelands; second, their
common fear of Soviet Russia. Prob-
ably the second of these obsessions
is more pronounced than the first.

Russia Favors Peace

Strange as it may appear to the
profit mongers of the capitalist
world, ‘Soviet Russia is the only
nation that wants peace and dreads
war. At every conference called to
discuss peace invariably the Soviet
representatives have stood the capi-
talist delegates on their heads in
their strenuous advocacy of measures
demanding immediate and complete
universal disarmament. And every
time the capitalist delegates hedged
and disclosed the true purpose of
the conferences, which were not to
end war, but to. prepare for it.

There are reasons for this. The
workers of Russia have accomplished
They now actually
possess their country and its re-
sources, and they have established
the rule of the working class. They
make no pretense to having inaugu-
rated the full regime of communism;
they now are in the full swing of
activity energetically laying the basic
industrial foundations whereon will
be erected the communistic super-
Their social engineers,
the finest on earth, have planned an
integrated internal economy which
the workers are putting through to
completion, and which was devised
for - the common good. Above all
things, what the Russian workers

‘now desire is an era of uninter-

rupted peace in which to finish the
work- commenced.

If the Soviet experiment succeeds,
and it threatens mightily to succeed,
unquestionably the example of Soviet
The
fact that today the Soviet authori-
ties are hiring every competent me-
chanic and technical engineer they
can get' from foreign countries, and
are actually short two million work-
in their construction and engi-
neering deparimients, while ten mil-
lion Americans are unemploved and
starving, constitutes a  situation
which cannot be ignored. Already
the millions of starv-
ing unemployed in capitalist nations
are turning to Soviet Russia as the
hope. The radical move-
communistic, and the workers of
America who have heard the com-
munist message are sitting up and
taking notice. The world for the
workers—the battlecry of commun-
slogan which is finding
ready response on the part of every
worker whose eyes are open and
who feels the consciousness of his
class.” :
The Danger of Capitalist War
The real danger today is that

"Soviet peace will be broken by capi-

talist war. Too much emphasis can-
not be given this statement. = The
implications of it, clearly expressed,
should be dinned into the inner con-
sciousness of every man and woman
of labor until the workers of Amer-
ica and the world will recoil with
horror from the prospect. The Rus-
sian workers do not want war. They
want peace: and they are prepared
to make every reasonable sacrifice
for its preservation.

Never since capitalism emerged
from féudalism has an economic
crisis been more universal, prolonged
or acute than the present. In the
beginning the big men of industry
and finance, blind to the laws of

social evolution, announced that the,

depresgion would be lightly felf and
that its duration would be shott.
The “Great Engineer” in the Ameri-
can White House, even more igno-
rant than his millionaire associates,
blandly declared that prosperity
would be resumed within six months.
The third winter of our discontent
is now approaching, and the end of
the depression is mot in sight. In
fact, according to the private ad-
missions of noted economists, it looks
like the bottom had fallen from the
capitalist system and that the con-
sequent hiatus is steadily widening
and. deepening. = Nearly everybody
is now agreed that an early return
to progperous times is impossble.
Marxian students. of the . social
process were not surprised at the

breakdown; in fact they expected i,

and in advance gave scientific rea-
sons for its arrival. They under-

stood the nature of capitalism, and
the laws which . underlie and govern
capitalist development. They do not
hold Hoover responsible for the in-
dustrial  and financial collapse any -
more than they would have blamed
Smith, had that gentleman  been
elected President. ‘An  adequate
presentation of the laws and an
explanation of the reasons behind
the present depression cannet be
given in a paragraph; but they
should be made known to.every per-
son who thinks and who is inter-
ested in his own and his country’s
welfare.
The World Must Have Peace

What is needed more than any-
thing else today is. not war but
peace. For their own good the na-
tions of capitalism need peace. The
beneficiaries and victims of the capi-
talist system need an era ‘of peace
throughout this depression in order
that they might stew in their own
and respective juices. Many up-
holders and defenders of capitalism
already are having their illusions
dispelled; they are beginning to see’
the folly and lack of logic involved -
in the philosophy of rugged individu-
alism; they are being brought with
a shock to face the realities of
things; and a few are opening their
minds to the luxury of thought.
From the crisis thoughtful men and
women must come, The very situa-
tion - itself will . produce thinkers;
and when enough thinkers, bent on
social change, unite, action for the
good of humankind may follow. War
would mean merely a temporary
escape from the necessity of solving
the problems of capitalism. It would”
also end fundamental thinking. The
conclusion of an international war.
would not necessarily bring to an end
the cap;talist system and  the in-
auguration, through revolution, of
the cooperative commonwealth. In-
ternational war might end in inter-
national catastrophe. ’ .
. During the present reign of paace
it is imperative that the facts of
the depression be gotten over to the
working _classes. Naturally enough
the publicity agencies of capitalism
are suppressing or distorting the
facts. Many things are happening
daily which the people should know
but - which the capitalist - press is
killing with silence. The workers
are the most numerous and the most
important factors in the total popu-
lation of this and every other coun-
try. If war comes they will have
to do the fighting. If war is
avoided it is because the workers,
intelligent and aroused, will refuse
to fight. It is to reason with them
and persuade them to refuse to fight
that these words are written. -

Gradually, as the crisis heightens
and distress grows universal, social
rebellion will increase among the
masses of the people. Within recent
weeks a- changing attitude is begin-
ning to be perceptible, Here and
there a murmur of discontent is
heard where a month ago the situa-
tion apparently was serene.. Many
persons of education and refinement,
who two years ago enjoyed well-
paying, white-collared jobs, but now
are walking the streets, are asgking
themselves - and others the reasons
for the depression. Factory hands,
mine workers and farmers in certain
sections are growling with a_ dispo-
sition to show their teeth, These
people are ripe for the radical mes-
sage. They should be reached, and
that immediately, with pamphlets and-
papers written by economists :and
social scientists who are competent
to_interpret the breakdown of capi-
talism. They should not” be left to
the tender mercies of ° the Thired’
agents of plutocracy who will mis-
inform and misquote them to their
ruin. i
Workers Should Not Fight Workers

Why should the workers of Italy
fight the workers of France? The
cause of the workers in both coun-
tries is the same. In both countries
they are the victims of exploitation
because all of them live under the
capitalist system. Instead of fight-
ing each other, they should unite
and overthrow the system which has
despoiled them to the verge of dis-
inheritance. Why should the work-
ers of America fight the workers of
Great Britain? In both countries
they are robbed by master classes
and in both countries they are being
ground into the dregs of poverty.

There is no earthly reason why
enmity should exist between the
workers of the two countries, but
there is every reason why the work-
ers of the two countries should unite
to destroy the social, economic and
political system that threatens to
drive them to war upon each other.
Why should the black and yellow
workers in the United States or any-
where ‘else dislike or wish to fight
their white fellow workers, and why
should the white workers -hold pre-
judice against their black and yel-
jow brethren? They are all work-
ers alike. .

Under the capitalist system they
work together. On the job there
are no social or race discriminations.
They are subject to the orders of
the same boss. They are hired alike,
fired alike, and .together they starve
while looking for a job.

Why should the -workers of the
capitalist world join in an onglaught
upon the workers of Soviet Russia?
The interests of all workers are
identical irrespective of race or resi-
dence; they have one common enemy
—the capitalist system.

In this crisis the workers must not
permit themselves to -be deceived.
The world war was fought by the
workers for the benefit and profit
of the owning and ruling classes.
The  only war for democracy . that
can be fought now or in the future
is the one that must be waged by
the workers of  the world against
the master classes of the world. The
only holy war that should -draw -to
the colors the workers of the world
is that which the workers must fight
for the common ownership of the
world. And the finest and #host.ef-
fective weapons of combat the work-
ers can use are those of "orderly
agitation and education and organi-
zation. : ‘

ELEcT The Freeman editor to the
United ‘States Senate and make The
Freeman’s policies count in national
legislation.
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THE FREEMAX FIGHTS FOR YOU. SHOW
YOUR

OLORS BY GETTING NEW SUBS

" Péga Three

e

” ) Fl‘éenian'Army‘ l

A Reader, Minn,; sends 2 club of 30.

A. G. Hammer, Alaska, whoops things
with a club of 25. E

J. H. Costello, Calif., sends $2 under
Method No. 3. )

Simon Ferguson, Mo., orders four sub
cards. . o

A. J. Brown, Calif,, sends a club of 20
subs. ’

F. A. Webster, Mont., sends $2.50 for
a club of isubs. ;

Charles Gilman, Mass,, sends in two
subs. :

Geo. Brahender, O., sends $2.50 for a
club of 10 subs.®

F. J. Chambers, N. Y., sends 83 and a
club of 12 subs, |

0. B. Hedrick, W. Va., sends $2 to pay
for 8 subs. )

F. J. Chambers, N. Y., sends $3 and a
club lof 12 subs. o

0. B. Hedrick, W. Va,, sends $2 to pay
for 8 suybs.

L. .H. Young, Calif., puts lon one new
name and takes out three sub cards. .

John A. Striepling, I11., orders four sub
cards. | ,

F. A. Johnson, Kans., orders 100 copies
of the Sept. 12 Anti-War ‘Special.

Hugh P. McGuire, Mich., orders $1
worth of Freemans:

Sam - Ragendorf, O., orders 50 copies
of the Sept. 5 Socialism Special.

Otis A. Robinson, Maine, orders 50
copies 'of the Aug. 1 Senatorial Special.

I. K. Drown, Towa, sends two sub
cards for Kansas names.

F. A.. Joehngon, Kans., ordered 100
copjes - of the Sept. 5 Socialism Spe-
eial Edition. ’

G. .A. Morris, Iowa, is in early with
an order for 50 copies. of the Sept. 26
Senatorial Special Edition No. 1.

R. A. Glick, Mo., answers the $500,-
000 libel suit with an order for four
sub cards. .

Ed J. Green, of Alabama, dropped into
The Freeman office with a2 club of 13
subs.

Al Paff, Pa, orders 85 worth of sub
cards; the same from €. O. Bennett,
Neb.; Elmer Strom, Calif

Rohert Goldschmidt, Calif., sends $2
for a club of 8 subs mnd $1 for Method
No. 3 to help in the Kansas fight.

D. A McLean, O.. sends $1 under Meth,
No. 3 for the Sept. 26 Senatorial Spe-
eial-No. 1.

M. J. ‘Walsh, Minn., orders $1 worth

of trade coupouns, for which he gets
a 10 percent bonus.
Benjamin R. FEngel, Ill., sends 85

for sub cards, but instructs us to ap-
ply them to good names in our pos-
session.

Rasmi Lund, Minn., ovders 50 copies
of Sept. 5 Socialism Special Edition

and 50 copies of Aug. 2 Farmers’ Spe-

cial Edition.

John E. Prastka, Iowa, or&.iers 25
copies of the Aug. 1 Senatoria] Edi-
tion and 25 copies of the July 25 Free-
man.

V. E. Gould, Ore., orders 50 copies of
the Sept. 12 Anti-War Special and Loren
Reeves, Ore., takes 50 copies ‘of the Sept.
19 Radical Special.

A. H. Woodard, N. H., sends $1 to the
Senatorial Fund. . The same from Paul
0. Hostettler, Calif.; Peter Burke,
Wash.; J. S. Remenak, Mich.

An order for four sub cards, at 25c¢
each, was received from O. E. Bannis-
ter,” Wash.; M. 'W. Born, Alaska, or-
deréd 8 for §2.

Wm. "Keller, Il1., vrders: 50 copies. of
the Sept. 5 Secialism Special. 'The same
from E. Bone, Alaska. C. Z. Hankins,
Cola., uses the same edition, but sends
in his own-list of 50 names.

Arthur Gontz, Manitoba, Can., says he
is going to put ‘aside 25c each week to
apply ‘te Meth. No. 3 That means $1
a month. . Wish..we “had -at least 1,000
Freemanites who fwould do the same.

Philip Quirin, Pa., sends $1 hnder
Meth. No. 8. The same method -brings
$2 from J. M. Boland, I11.; $1 from Davi.d
Simonetti, N. Y.; $1 fromGeo. G. Deni-
son, Pa.; $1 from “A Friend from St.
Joe, Mo.”; $5 from Fred J. Nebgen, Iil

P. Brackett, Calif.,, is 84 years 'o.ld,
but he still is a fighter for social
justice. He sends $5 for 20 sub cards
and adds: The combatants you are
fighting are unscrupulous and would
not stop at murder of incendiarism.
It is -well to be on guard.”

Each of the -following ordered $5
worth of sub.-eards: Stanley J. Snow,
Calif.; J,  E. Smedes, Wis.; P. Brackett,
Calif.; H, King, Conn.; Ezra Ruyle,
Mont.; J. R. Vason, Texas; Benjamin
Smith, Mich.; C. Belden, Mo.;
Walter M. Trego, Ill.

Clubs of 10 subs were received from:
Frank Ring, N. J.;. Ralph Hammar,
Minn.; Benj. Eofting, Fla.; E. H. Wagner,
Calif.; R. M..Templeton. Ariz.; Mrs. Cora
Beckley, Wyo.; H. P. Theus, La.; O.
Johnson, Ark.: G. DeYoung, N. J.; V. E.
Gould, Ore.; Nels Devine, Pa. -
_Methoed No. 3 brought $1 from each
of the following, who wanted %o help
in the senatorial fight: L. C. Chenoweth,
Mo.; Hans H. Dahm, Minn.; John F. Mac-
key, Wash.; Wm. Werner, Calif.; Geo.
Copestake, Pa.; Roy Lilja, Ill.; Freder.
ick H. Heahle, N. J.; “A Friend,” Calif.
52 from Oscar A. Larson, Wash.; O. M.
Strickland, Meo. $2.50 from Geo. Guern-
sey, Calif. $6 ‘from F.J. Schmit, Il

The Kansas senatorial campaign
brought $1 from each of the follow-
ing, via Method No. 3, which will be
used ‘to send the . Sept. 26 Senatorial
Campaign Edition No. 1 ‘to Kansas
voters: 8, W. Noland, Ind.; Geo. E.
Williams,. Ga.; J. T. Puckett, Iowa;
Malvina 'Deturk, .Ind.; Stanley Greene,
Towa; J. W. Williams, Okla.; Wm. A.
Corbien, Calif.: T. Ashbjomson, Alaska;
S. J. Ansley, Fla. 2

Clubs of four 'subs were received
from: Thes Bottema, Calif.; Resmi Lund,
Minn.; James -Madden, Tex.; Jarvis A.
Baldwin, Wash.; §, J. Harper, La.; S. A.

oodine, Kans.;. James Prokes, O.; Flo-
rian .Peer, Mich.; H. L. Sheldrake, Md.;
C. H. Blodgett, Ind.; C. A. Duncan, Ok.;
Pierre 'A. Banker, N. Y.: Mrs. A. Kinross,
Calif.; 'W..B. Glass, Ga.;" C. L. Sawyer,
Colo.;: Jos. - H. Clouse, O.; -A, Switzer,
Kans.; Ofto Siegert, O.;' M. Samuels, Pa.;
B. Pierce, Calif.; J.. Mard], Kans.; Dud-
ley Allen, Neb.; W.UJ. Rhodes, Tex.; Sam
Van Pelt, Ore.; B. W. Bening, Ill.; Mrs.
Anna Mereord, Mont.; Arthur J. Bauman,
N. Dak.; Teony Jonrak, Wfs;

Method No. 3, by which Freeman-
ites pay for sending The Freeman to
good’ names in our possession, brought
$1 from -these: Fred B. Cobb; N. Y.;
Walte Rahkala, Can.; J. .W. Schwein-
furth, Ore.; G. D. Marshall, Wash.;
Hyman' Hirschborn, N. Y.; Dr. E. G.
Smith, Texas; M. W. Horn, Alaska; I.
Schwartz,. Calif.; "Geo. Wi'by Van Pelt,
Md. " We also receiv:id $2 from: Ea-
ene R. Berry, Va.; J. F. Wiedemann,
1.; A. B. May,: Ill.; “Wisdom,” Chico,
Calif.; Emil Torry, Minn.; A. A. Gra-
ham, Calif.; W. C. Goodman, Texas.
We' received $3.from Fred W. Weiss,
Calif. - We received $4 from Theodore
(Jack) Schneider, Ky. $5 was received
from Jonas Solberg, Alaska.

‘mema dep’end‘s‘on'fair piéy., :

Goop books are good friends,

LiBERTY depends on education.

HAPPINESS requires a good job.

PROGRESS is the child of discontent.

HAPPINESS attractive

requires
‘homes.

HAPPINESS requires a satisfactory
sex life. i

HAPPINESS requires worthwhile en-
tertainment. ’

ScIENCE  has always fought a
bloodless battle. .

CAPITALISTIC politics will never
help the workers.

FIND SOME of your satisfactions
in social activities.

ORDER a free catalog of Little Blue
Books sent to you. ‘

WHo would be free, himself must
strike the blow.—Byran.

IpeAs that will not bear discussion
are not worthy of belief.

4
THE corruption of our city gov-
ernments is notorious and unneces-
sary.

IN 1916 Wioodrow Wilson ran for
President on the slogan, “He kept
us out of war.” In 1932 Hoover
should run on the slogan, “He kept
us out of work.”

OurR RIND of patriotism is that
which believes that the ownership
of the country should be vested eom-
pletely and securely in the people
of the country—mnot in a few, but
in the many.

VoTERs are useless unless -they
are enlightened by sound principles
of government and industry. Only
those principles are sound which
will contribute to and conserve the
common welfare.

!

THE AUTHORITIES
padlocked the headquarters of the
Communists in the German capital.
What they cannot do, however, is
to padlock the economic erisis which
furnishes ‘the necessary material for
Communist agitation.

in Berlin have

WE HPAR a great deal about the
dignity of labor. We should think
more—and do more—about the »ights
of labor. Labor cannot be dignified
when it is enslaved. Only free labor
can be self-respecting, and it must
be freedom self-won.

IT DOESN’T much matter whether
Mellon takes his orders from Hoover
or Hoover takes his orders from
Mellon. Both agree perfectly that
their main mission is to protect the
rich. As they are both rich men
themselves, this is a form of self-
protection.

THE TENDENCY of true progress is
to abolish the foolish and brutal
conflicts of war, both on the mili-
tary and the economic field, ‘and to
substitute for them the cooperative
struggle of -all mankind to bend the
forces of nature ever ‘more and
more to their service.

How cAN there be equality of op-
portunity between the -capitalistic
corporation which owns the labor
—and theréfore the very life—of
thousands of workingmen and the
individual workingmen who are thus
held in the exploitive power of a
relentless combination of capital?

How cAN Hoover’s interests be
identical with the interests of the
American people? Hoover grabbed
a huge fortune by financial jug-
glery. He took what others earned.
He has been a promoter and ex-
ploiter. His whole interests and
sympathies are pledged to the sys-
tem which oppresses the masses of

the people.

“STRAIN of Office Shows in Hoo-
ver’s Face”—Headline. It is noth-
ing like the strain which shows in
the. workers’ faces, in their empty
stomachs and in their legs tired
from tramping the streets in vain

M. | quests for work, food, charity, any-

thing to keep them miserably alive
a little while longer. We might add
that there could not possibly be any
strain on Hoover's brain, since he
‘has net made the slightest use of it
in an effort to remedy the' depres-
sion. .

VICE-PRESIDENT CURTIS is said to

|be worth. five million dollars—that

is, .is said to have five million dol-
lars; but of course that is very
different from saying he is worth
that much. Undoubtedly Curtis is
a wealthy man. Yet he has held
public office all his life, at a salary
which alone would never make him
rich. Whence, then, his fortune?
We conclude that, with Charley, poli-
tics and business have gone hand in
hand. Servant of capitalism, he has
capitalized his opportunities.

Hoover's ideas of individualism
are a century and a half out of
date.. There was some plausibility
in such a theory of society when
the beginnings of capitalism were
being made, when new country re-
mained to be settled, when smasll
industries made the economic ad-
vancement of the individual rela-
tively easier, when competition and
all social relations were more direct,
personal and more nearly although
never entirely equal. Today all that
earlv individualism has been .over-
whelmed by the march of menopoly,
great industries, .concentration of
wealth and power, the supremacy of
the machine and its domination hy
a few private owners. Individually
the American worker has ne chance
whatever against these huge combi-
nations of wealth and machinery.
His only opportunity lies in sociali-
zation. The workers cooperatively
must own ‘the machines and have
full access to the means of wealth

Dproduction and a fair share in the

distribution of wealth.

|BEATING DOWN RAIL WAGES

stand on the principle of public

WILL BE INJURY
TO ALL !

It looks as if the plea of the rail-1
roads for higher freight rates will
not be granted by the Interstate
Commerce Commisgsion. Farmers
protested rightly against the request
of the railroads; such a raise would
have been obviously a blow to .the
farmers and the small business men;
and, as railroad charges would have
been reflected in other charges, it
would have heen a general ifjury
to the country. It has been shown
that the railroads, at present rates,
are earning about 6 percent on
their legitimate investment. )

Now the strategy of the railroads
is to move for a sweeping reduction
in the wages of railway workers.
This has, as a matter of fact, been
the vedl aim of the railroad heads
all along. They never expected to
obtain their requested rate increase.
That was simply a publicity meove
to create the impression that the
railroads are threatened with bank-
ruptey, that they need to gain more
revenue either by an increase in
rates or—by beating down wages.

From its inception, this whole
propaganda and procedure before
the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion has been a wage-cutting scheme.
Behind the 'scenes have been the
bankers of the country, who are de-
manding that railway wages be cut
down so as to bring more returns
on railway securities.

It was even thought probable by
the planners of this campaign that
the Jeaders of .the railway labor
unions would back up the demand
for a rate increase, hoping thereby
to protect selfishly their own wage
rates at the expense of the country
as 3 whole. Inte this trap the
unions did not fall. They have in-
stead shown that the railroads were
making fair profits and are not
hard-up as they claimed.

Would Make Depression Worse

Had the unions favored the rate
increase, the failure to obtain that
increase would have been turned into
an argument against the unions
when the wage-cutting proposal came
to be made.  The unions would have
been in the uncomfortable position
of having admitted the railroads’
plea of poverty and thus would be
weakened logically in their resistance
to wage-cutting.

Morally and logically in better
case, the unions will none the less
have to muster all their forces to
fight a drastic plan of beating down
railway wages. Last May leaders in
high financial circles in New York
City passed the word down the line,
among bankers and railway execu-
tives, that the actual purpose of all
the publicity and appeals to the In-
terstate Commerce Commission was
an ‘attack upon wages. This has not
been widely proclaimed, but the
threat of it is clear enough to the
union leaders. And soon the wage-
cutting campaign of the railroads,
inspired by powerful bankers, will
be entirely in the open.

The Freeman editor is opposed to
this policy of the bankers and the
railway heads and he believes that,
if they rightly understand the situ-
ation, the common people will share
his opposition.. A cut in. railway
wages means that these workers will
be so much less able to buy the
products of the farms and the prod-
ucts. of labor in other industries.
The country is now suffering from
the depleted buying . power of the
workers. ~ The ' railway campaign
would - make this condition worse.

Furthermore, those in the know
understand that this wage-cutting
move will not be confined to the
railways. It is simply the first
move in an intended campaign for
general wage-cutting in all indus-
tries. Wage-cutting has been in
process quietly and steadily for
months, in spite of President’s Hoo-
ver’s not very candid statements
that wages have stayed up and
must stay up. If the srailways
suceeed in their plan of wage re-
ductions, this movement will grow
suddenly and drastically and it will
affect with profound injury all of
the farmers and workers and mem-
bers of the middle classes. It will
mean bigger dividends for a few
exploiters, but it will be a blow to
the economic life of the nation aty
the very time when it can least
endure such a blow.

Government Ownership the Solution

The true solution of the railway
problem, as The Freeman editor will
insist if elected to the United States
Senate, is government ownership and
operation. Under that arrangement
the workers on the railways would
receive fair wages and the country
would benefit from lower rates at
the same time. The railroads are a
great national necessity and they
should not be in the grip of private
profiteers. They should be national
utilities, publicly owned and run for
the common good.

The Freeman editor’s policy with
regard to the railroads, like his
policy with regard to all great es-
sential industries, is that of. social-
ization which will serve the interests
of the majority of the people. The
railroad problem is immediate. It
can never be solved capitalistically.
Neither higher rates nor lower wages
will help the common people: on
the contrary, either policy - will be
an injury to all except the minority
who split railroad dividends.

The Freeman . editor takes his

ownership and operation, which
means two things: first, that public
gservice is more important than pri-
vate profit and, second, that public
service cannot be realized fully and
justly when the dominating motive
is private profit.

The railways belong to the public.
Government ownership and opera-
tion of the railroads .will rapidly
become a more prominent and urgent
issue. Tt is sure to come. Why
not hasten its benefits? ’

The final controversy will be over
the compensation which the rail-
road owners should receive. When
the time. arrives, there will be expert
accountants to guard the public in-
terest; but now we content our-
selves with saying that the rail-

‘jobless

roads should be bought at their

actual physical. value, and that
watered stock and fictitious capi-
talization should not be . paid for.
The details can be worked out; it

is the prineiple with, which the
public must be made thoroughly
familiar. .

The American people have, from
time to time, been inclined to look
favorably upon the idea of govern-
ment ownership of the railroads;
and now we face another oppor-
tunity to win attention and approval
for 'this idea. .

GROWING MORGAN INTERESTS
REVEAL THE MENACE
OF MONOPOLY

All economic discussion -is idle
which does not concern itself real-
istically and constructively with the
growing evil of monopoly in con-
trolling the large industrial enter-
prises of the nation. Individualism
cannot deal, for example, with the
power of the Morgan banking group
which controls 33 percent of the
banking resources of the United
States.  The- significance of this
1931 status of the Morgan group
is emphasized by a .comparison of
its strength in 1912, when it con-
trolled” only 13 percent of the coun-
try’s banking interests.. .

The Morgan group, through its
various interlocked  corporations,
also controls over 50 percent of the
electric power in the United States:
the Morgan interests dominate the
power trust. S

The American Telephone Company
is a Morgan corporation.

The Morgan group is  heavily in-
terested in copper and is extending
its power in this important mining
field. R

The financial dictatorship  of the
House of Morgan is being built up
strongly in such industries as .iron
and steel, electrical, chemical, oil,
coal, aviation, railroads, heavy man-
ufacturing, automobiles, sugar, gro-
ceries, tobacco, textile, paper, pub-
lishing, vetail trade.

Out of this is growing a super-
monopoly through the financial in-
terlocking of the Morgan, Rockefel-
ler, Mellon and Harriman groups.

The Freeman editor points out,
as a vital feature of his campaign
for United States Senator, that the]
American people have no economic |
defense against this growth of ino-|
nopoly excepting to socialize these|
industries for the common good.
Either the people must resign them-
selves to ’heing more and more
ruthlessly enslaved by monopoly or
they must resolve to own the great
economic resources and activities of
the nation.

Private monopoly or public monon-
oly—private exploitation or public
service—this is the choice which the
people must make. And delay is!
dangerous. =~

No man is fit to represent the
people who does not clearly realize
the nature of this immense problem
and see with true vision the social
solution of the problem.

WHAT "A BRIGHT IDEA!

We were just naturally overcome,
and helplessly so, for a moment by
the blindingly brilliant suggestion
of the Parent-Teachers’ Association
of Los Angeles. The suggestion-is
one of the million “or:so ‘that have
been made with: a .view:to easing,
minimizing, obscuring or- rationaliz-
ing - the unemployment problem.

High school students who gradu-
ated this spring, said the P. T. A,
should go to school for another
year- in order mot ‘to crowd the
already chaotically overcrowded la-
bor market. These boys and girls
can’t get work, anyway, so they
might as -well devote this- depression
season (a season whose length is
not as calculable as naturc’s regu-
lar seasons) to the further improve-
ment of their intellects. i

Just what help this will bring to|
the solution of the depression is not
clearly explained by the bright minds
of the P. T. A. We beg leave to;
point out most humbly that their:
suggestion daes not introduce a sin-|
gle new factor inlo the problem.;
Parents of this Spring’s high schoel |
graduates must, if thev can, man-
age to support their children whether
the latter go to school ancther vear

or remain idle out of school. In
fact, it would =seem that sending
them to zchoo! for an extra vear
would be rather more expensive to
their parents. ' o

Working class parents, who are

uremployed or working part time or
getting reduced wages, will not be
able to provide more easily for their
children by having them continue
in high school. The unemployed
father of a family will not land a
job sooner because his son and
daughter spend an additional vyear

wrestling with the immensities of
a near-higher education. Probably
these * children of the unemployed

workers have had to quit high schoo!
before graduating, trying to find odd
Jobs to assist the family in these
hard times. Education difficult
for the children of workers; i
what thev need most, after all,
an education in’ economics,

If the suggestion of'the P. T. A.
were really beneficial as a means
of relief from the depression, it
ought to help all of the unemployed
workers, the adult ones as well as
the high school graduates. Thus
schools would be—if we may be per-
mitted a fantastic flutter—hailed as
refuges from the depression. The
hard facts of Hooverism:.could be
escaped by a mass matriculation in
the nation’s high schools; and work-
ers whose education was stopped - in
the lower grades could take up their
studies where they left' them: A
worker ' could immediately
simplify his problem or indeed re-
move the problem by geing to school.
Under such conditions, presumably,
he woudn’t have to  eat, wear
clothes nor find shelter for himself
and family. - b .

It is a wonder. that-Hoover himself
didn’t think of this curious :notion,
so typical -of the -rattle-brained . in-
dividualistic -and uneconomic ideas
which have been contributed, by
great and small, to the solving of -the
devpression. .

is

We.- should add a suggestion of

our own—that the unemployed work-

ers, flocking {o the high schools taf

Worker, Driven to Saicide
by Poverty, Indicts
: Social System

What is a worker to do
when he is down and out,
especially when he has passed
the 45-year age which iz now
decreed by many large employ-
ers as the limit of industrial
usefulness?

Some beg. Some  steal.
Some shuffle brokenly in the
bread lines: Some join in dem-
onstrations of protest and de-
mand. Others, more dispirited
and disillusioned, seek suicide
as an escape from a life em-
bittered and wrecked by in-
justice. : :

The last-named method was
chosen. by an unidentified
worker, whose body was dis-

covered in airmount Park,
.Philadelphia. In a .pocket of
the poor proletarian suicide

was found % note which said
that a letter written to a
Philadelphia newspaper would
explain his act. .
Like the' act itself, the letter
was brief and blasting. “This
note,” . the workingman wrote
before killing himself, “is writ*
ten to remind you of the wails
of languishing prisoners within
industry’s Bastille—the 45-year
period (and in many quarters
a much shorter one) of use-
fulness. It is the worst in-
dictment of the present social
system that workers, . thus
early, should be shuffled aside
and no provision made for
their readjustment.” .
This tragedy should be used
as an illustrative  footnote to
Hoover’s. next speech on “the
genius of our institutions.”

escape the depression, should devote
the time to studying economics. But
then we reflect that the economics
taught usually in high schools are
not the economics of the real indus-
trial struggle, of the class war, of
idle factories and jubless workers,
of strikes and breadlines and police
violence against workers’ meetings

lof protest.

The workers of America are get-
ting a sternly rvealistic education in
economics, in a school of conditions
rather than academic theories. It
is The Freeman’s mission to drive
home the lessons of this hard eco-
nomic school of Hooverism.

'NOTHING LIKE THIS IN
RUSSIA

BY GEORGE H. SHOAF
It is now seriously proposed that
southern planters destroy one-third
their crop in order to maintain
prices at a level that will pay them
for planting. Last week a ship load
of bananas left the Port of Balti-

‘more for the open sea where the

fruit was dumped because there
was no sale for it on land. Thou-
sands of tons of coffee were given
similar’ treatment off the coast  of
Brazil not long ago. Last season
750,000 tons of fruit and vegetables
were destroyed in California alone
because of the inability of the peo-
ple -to purchase the produet.‘

And that in the midst of a peo-
ple millions of \n%\om this coming
winter will be driVen through star-
vation to crime! Can you beat it?
‘'My engineer friend: 'who ‘recently
returned from Soviet Russia, whose
experiences I wrote up for The
American Freeman, says that when
he described this waste and, destruc-
tion of food in the United States to

ta group of Russian workers, they

were disinclined to believe the story,
regarding it as preposterous. They
had suffered from lack of food due
to famine conditions. Even® now
thev ~were rationing . themselves,
using the surplus food to exchange
for foreign machinery for their
basic es;

industrie
unable to under

| plain.

people that would allow starvation
in the midst of plenty.

The 'reason for this anomaly is
In Soviet Russia power, the
basis of society and government,
is in the hands of the workers; in
the United States it is in the hands
of the capitalists. In Soviet Russia
the workers are caring for their
own, because they have the power.
What do the capitalists of this
country care for the welfare of the
workers, whom they underpay, over-
work, and discharge, ten million of
whom today are without work and
virtually destitute?

Picture a line of demarkation in
the jungles of Africa. Suppose on
one side of that line a erowd of
apes. stood guarding a vast quantity
of food products. Suppose across
the line were massed ten million
apes. whose labor had gathered and
piled up the food the other apes
were guarding. Suppose that dur-

ing the process of collecting the

food the fiction of private ownership
prevailed. On ohe side of the line
now stand jobless and hungry the
ten million apes whose labor piled
up the food, which shows up so en-
ticingly, but which is guarded by
agent apes hired by other apes who
pose as owners. By virtue of the
fiction principle of private owner-
ship the owner apes will not let
the hungry workless workers have
the food unless thay pay a stipu-
lated price. This the hungry ones
canngt do because they did not re-
ceive in wages the full value of
their labor; that portion of their
unpaid labor they now behold in
the pile of products on the other
side of the line. ‘

How long; may it be suposed, will
those hungry ten million .apes pa-
tiently and cravenly endure their
agony of hunger before they charge
desperately and defiantly across that

line and upon and into that food?|

Will a cat starve when it can get
cream even if it has to break into
the milk house and take it? Will
any animal that lives—wild or tame
—starve to death in the presence
of food merely out of respect for
vested interests and the sacred rights
of private property? )

No! It remains to be seen wheth-
er the workers of America-have the
brains of a cat and the courage of
an ape, or whether they really are
what the masters of the plunderbund
say they are—an
emasculated mules who refuse to use
the legal power of the ballot to end
all this social and industrial in-
sanity.

Unemployed Taught How to Be Idle
~in Other Trades

The Néw York City board of edu-
cation comes along with some novel
nonsense to “help” the unemployed.
It runs two retraining schools,
where workers who cannot find jobs
in their present trades can apply
themselves to the study of other
trades. Thus a musician who is out
of a job can study to become a
machinist—and then stand in the
bread lines as both an unemployed

musician' and an unemployed ma- |G

chinist. Unemployment is general,
therefore such retraining is a mock-
ery: Yet more than 1,000 work-
ers, ranging in age from 17 to 60,
are enrolled in these .schools and
there are long waiting lists, 104
women waiting to enter a single
class, in" bookkeeping? However, -the
board of education does not guar-
antee to, get them bookkeeping jobs,
but only to teach them how book-
keepers work when they are not idle.

THE MOST conspicuous and con-
sistent note of radicalism down
through the ages has been the de-
mand for lthe just distribution of
wealth. From the unjust distribu-
tion of wealth have sprung the
greatest evils. This wrong distribu-
tion is what we suffer from today.
It is more than ever the need of
radicalism to demand a just distri-
bution and, until it is accomplished,
this must remain the major social
problem.

THE RADICAL is one who believes
that when an cconomic system has

aggregation of!
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MORE INDICTMENTS AGAINST
MOORE BOND RING

On Aug. 25, the Federal Grangd.
Jury, in New York City, returned
indictments on 16 counts of frau-
dulent use of the mails and a 17th
count of conspiracy to defraud,
against William J. Moore; of Chi-
cago, of the American Bond and.
Mortgage Company, and four other
officers.

Those = indicted with Moore in-
cluded his two sons, Harold A. and
Kenneth Moore, of Chicage, his
step-son Charles C. Moore, of New
Rochelle and Hayden W. Ward of
Forest Hills.

Bond Holders Get Little .
The operations of the company, a
Maine corporation with offices in
New York, Chicago and Boston, in-
volved sale of bond issues on thirty-
four buildings and the company’s
preferred stock totaling $56,0(§’0,0XO,
eorge Z. Medalie, United States
attorney, said. Bond holders appear
likely to get only ten to fifty cents
on the dollar. ]
The indictments charge, = accord-
ing to Mr. Medalie and his chief as-
sistant, Thomas E. Dewey, that the
corporation sold $7,000,000 preferred
stock on balarice sheets showin
that the company had large capita
and surplus, whereas the govern-
ment charges the surplus was made
up of defaulted bonds. -

$2,000,000 Surplus -Denjed

In 1927, it is further charged, the
company got into trouble wtih i)ank
loans amounting to $5,000,000, 3and
thereupon put out a debenture note
issue for - $5,000,000 representing
falsely that it had a $2,000,000 sur-
plus.

The company began operations in
1904 and since that time has sold
$240,000,000 worth of securities, Mr.
Medalie said. Many New York
buildings are involved in its opera-
tions.

WE ATTACK Hoover the man be-

N 3! . . 3
“Ght thC,V.appeai‘ed.so plainly broken down as capital-'cause he stands for the system of
stand a nation and ajism has, a new system is needed.

Hooverism.

Can vou do it?

UST recently over $26,000.00 in pri

zes have been paid in our good-will prize

distributions! These unusual offers are rapidly creating favorable advertising
and making new friends. Now join our latest “treasure hunt!” Scores of valu-
able awards totaling over $8,200.00 will be paid this time. Easier to win a first
prize now—there are 12 equal first prizes of $625.00 each and duplicate prizes
for all persons tying when prize decisibn is made. Here’s the test. ‘Act quick!

- FOLLOW THE AUTO TRAILS

Every trail twists and turns, crossing other trails again and

again. This baffling test is a challenge to your skill, but I'll give you a fair start,

left.

$125.00.

leads to ear . .

more puzzles to solve.
from persons living outside the U.
Send no money. Hurry!

W. M. CLARK, Manager, Room102, 52 West Hiinois St., Chicago, lllinols

to make sure you understand.

Begin with trail marker No. 1 in the small eircle at the.
If you can follow this trail through the tangle you
will see it leads to the car marked “B.” Some of the trails
go from left to right, others from right to left. When you
have done your best with each trail, write your answer
like this: “Trail No. 1 leads to car ‘B.’”
. and g0 on with all the trails.
' . prefer, you can draw straight lines from each marker to
the correct cars.

QUALIFY FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY

Rush your answer to me on a post card or in a letter, for
submission to puzzle judges. If yeu can follow three of the
six auto trails suecessfully and win first
awarded one of the 12 equal prizes of §

12 Extra Prizes of $125.00 Each for Promptness

making the total of each of the twelve first prizes $625.00
cash or a new 1931 fully equipped Ford Tudor Sedan and
Duplicate prizes paid in case of ties.
ward for all taking active part.
‘ charges to try for prizes. No prize less than $10.00.
“Answers will not be accepted
8. A. er in Chicago.

“Trail No. 3

rize, you will be
.00 each.

Cash
No obligation.
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Ford Would

Be a chtator;

Would be?  Or: is?  Hénry Ford
igs -a dictator over the labor, wages,
working conditions and- “herefme
the lives of many thousands of
toilers. His dictatorship 'is simply
branching out and claiming mme
territory when he asserts that.
future no worker can remain in. l’ns,
employ unléss that. worker keeps
up a garden of his own. His em-
ployes who do ‘not have land for
gardens, says Ford—adding pretense
of . 'benevolence to his  feudalistic
fiat—will be given the use of land
by the Ford company.

The statement by Ford carries
also the foolish, arrogant insult that
the workers are to blame. for their
sufferings - in this- .depression, - as,
according to- the dictatorial Ford,
they have not bestirred themselves
with - sufficient = industry, ' frugality
and self-help to support themselves.
Thus- Ford: seeks: to evade ‘any- re-
sponsibility - for the depression  and
throw that burden of . blame upon
the ‘workers. o

~ This is  adding msult to injury
with - a vengeance.” The 'system of
private = ownership, which means
capitalist® “dictatorship of industry,
has thrown" millions of workers out
of employment, has refused to "let
them work the factories, has re-
duced the wages of hundreds of
thousands of workers, has . forced
‘other millions - of workers into part-
‘time employment—and then the so-
wcalled [leaders bf: industry, who cer-
itainly are the dictators of industry,
ideclare that the workers’ condition
‘Y ‘their own fault.  If ‘they will
tonly -‘make gardens,  says Henry
iFord, they can get. .along - quite
icely. :
¢ And Ford doesn’t express this as
smerely an opinion. Swelling with

the insolence and intolerant
ower of his dictatorship, Ford de-
jwers this as 4 command to his
bmployes, to his ‘wage slaves, who
'must obey him ‘in any and all things
%r get out of the Ford factories.

Ford’s Own Faxlure

. But does Ford think that not
dmerely his own workers or ex-
workers -but the American people
generally have been asleep and do
‘not Imow what Ford -himself has
‘done to ' demonstrate his leadership
of industry? They do indeed know
‘that many thousands of Ford’s em-
ployes have been kicked out' of his
factories, ‘given an indefinite layoft
which amounted to a discharge, and
when returning to Ford’s employ,
if they do return, will presumably
have to start as new workers at a
lower wage than they had been get-
ting. - Among the discharged Ford
workers were many who had ‘been
receiving $8  a 'day as old employes;
but who now, when they come back
‘to their jobs (that is, when Ford
‘chooses to call them back to their
jobg), will have to work for $6 a
day.

It is also well known throughout
the country=—or it is known to all
who read the important economic
news—that thousands of discharged
Ford ‘employes, laid off due. to the
depression,. have “been: thrown ‘upon
the city of Detroit for relief; and
that Ford has refused to contribute
to this relief, not even contributing
as a taxpayer as his factories and
home are outside Detroit.

Like othér ‘dictators of industry,
Ford has passed the burden of the
depression on to the workers—and
now he has‘the cruel or callous ef-
frontery to ‘tell his workers that

they are not doing enough for them-|

selves and that he will keep no one
imn his employ who will not raise a
garden.

- It would obviously be quite as fair
if the workers should declare they
mwould not work for Ford unless
Ford himself would raise a garden
and work in it himself too—but it
happens that Ford has the estab-
lished power under this system and
fhe workers, having potential power
greater than any other element in
gociety, have not learned to use it
‘for their economic and social eman-
eipation.

It will also occur to many, reading
Ford’s latest amazing edict, to.ask
what has ‘become of that precious
§ndividualism which President Hoo-
wer talks of so glibly, when 'an in-

dustrial magnate thus takes it upon
himself to dglctate the conduct of his
employes outside workmg hours. Are
;bhe workers to have no private lives?
Are they to-have no ‘leisure? Are
they to have their lives entirely di-
sected and dominated by Henry
Ford and other capitalist dictators?
They have had some liberties of a
personal kind, although essentially
they are the wage slaves of an in-
dustrial dictatorship. Now

Ford ! cin

‘when he turns his

-that will enable them to live.

‘created pr osperity.

udely with an’ " assertion of . dlcta-

rshxp in;a.new field,

Social Remedy Is Needed

This garden order of Ford’s is also
a confession that Ford is net' able
or willing” to give his employes a
living wage or an opportunity te
work that is sufficient to assure them
a livelihood. But that is—we “will
not say the failure of Ford himself
—but the failure of ‘the capitalist
system. If Ford and the other in-
dustrial dictators. cannot keep the
factories going, then it is the merest
absurdity to talk about gardens as
the remedy; the remedy is that
society should take over the facto-
ries and run them.

Another thing which Ford evi-
dently has not thought about is
that if all the industrial workers
were to eke out a living by raising
gardens, thousands of other workers
who make their living by the pro-
duction* of foodstuffs would be
thrown out of employment. Ford’s
pretended ‘solution of the depression
is no solution at all but merely a
gesture of brazen dictatorship which,
from any intellectual point of view,
is too puerile for words.

It shows again that Ford, what-
ever may be his ability as a capi-
talist, is less than a child in thought
mind to social
questions. He doesn’t have ever the
cleverness to put himself in a seem-
ingly favorable Tight, for his pre-
sumptuous edict that every Ford em-
ploye must raise a garden is an ad-
mission that Ford does not or will
pay his employes a living wage or
give them' an amount of employment
This
certainly is not the fault of  the
workers nor is it a justification for
Ford’s attempt to establish-a feu-
dalistic jurisdiction over every phase
of the lives of his employes, bossing
them in .the factory and after they
leave the factory.

If Ford will not give his workers
full employment, he should admit
his failure in a candid way and not
try to cover it up by issuing the ar-

oy
cr
-
to

rogant command that this workers

should raise gardens; and if Ford
will not pay his workers a living
wage, he should not make it appear
that they ave to blame for this con-

dition and that they must raise
gardens or be kicked out of their
jobs,

The Unemployment Problem

In saying that garden- -raising by
the workers would' remove the need
for an unemployment ‘“dole,” as he
with his millions of proﬁts chooses
contemptuously to call relief for the
unemployed, Ford exhibits a kind
of stupidity that is not after all so
rare among industrial dictators but
that Ford has flourished more shame-
lessly than any. other. If garden-
raising were, as it is not, an intelli-
gent way of relieving the. depresslon,

it would still obviously be an im-

practical measure for the coming

winter.

FAlLURE OF AMER!CAN TRADE
B UNIONISM

BY SEORGE H. SHOAF

According to. the Internal Revenue
Department. of the federal - govern-
ment, between 1519 and 1929 profits
tc - mdustry increased . 100 percent,
production of manu.factured goods
increased 50 percent, and wages 27
percent, with a reduction of 20 per-

cent in the total number of workers|

employed. The large manufacturing
corporations were doubling profits
concurrently with. the discharge of
‘workers because of ihe .substitution |
of automatic labor-saving' machin-
ery. Since ' 1929 - the " slashing of |

" wages has proceeded apace despite.

trade union opposition, and workers
have been: laid off - indiscriminately
until today the army of the unem-
ployed is variously -estimated to:in-
clude anywhere from fix to ten mil-
lion persons. Figures are available

which reveal that the: surplus prod-.

uct, created by labor ‘in the' indus-
tries of capital during: the last twelve
months in America, in_round num-
bers amount to nine billion dollars.
This surplus product is the prop-
erty of and is now in the possession
of the owning class: the wages of
labor have been insufficient to enable

the creators of this surplus product |

to buy and consume it.

It is easy to criticize and condemn
the American labor movement for its
failure to completely organize the
American working classes and keep
them profitably employed. With
truth it can be said tha: no one is
anxious to organize the workers or
tc improve the conditions cof labor
more than the leaders of the labor
movement. Any one who has a prac-
tical plan for organizing the unor-
ganized, thereby increasing the scope
and power of trade unionism, by the
leaders will be welcome with. open
arms. . No one deplores the. poverty
and chaos which exist among fthe
workers, organized and unorganized,
more than do those men and women
who are charged with the responsi-
bility of labor leadership.

1

i sired - by the .owners,
| law,

In this article an attempt will be !

made to analyze the situation as it
affects the relations between trade!
unionism and capitalism, and to
point out where trade unionism has
failed to prevent the employing class
from enriching itself at the expense
of the working class; why
unionism has less strength today
than it had ten or twenty years
ago. and how impossible it is for
trade unionism, under its present
form and with its present ideology
and objective, ever to effect com-
pletely ~ the social and economic
emancipation of the working class.
The Basic Error

The outsanding characteristic and
obsession .of trade unionism is its
aeceptance of the capitalist system.
It recognizes the right of private

The workers’ suffering. thlslownershlp, applauds the principle of |

winter, will not be relieved by gar-| private profits, endorses the extrac-
dens they might raise next summer.|tion of interest and .rent, and glovi-

.Unemployment. relief is also asso- fies the giving and takmg of wages
ciated with the larger problem of | which, theoretically and practically,

providing unemployment
for other depressmns——and
other depressions will certainly oc-!
cur if capitalism continues.

and that the present crisis
isolated, peculiar phenomenon" Such

1nsu)_an(,°vlt endeavors. to help the employing
t:lmsel

classes to supply. Needless o say
its allegiance to government estab-

Does | lished on a- basis of :capitalism, and
Ford -think that capitalism will - be‘ﬁnanced ‘and. operated: in~ defenae*of
able to employ ‘the norkers steadlly capitalism,
is an/!complete.

is ~ whole-hearted ~ and

This 1ecogmtlon ‘and endorsement

an idea cannot survive when faced]of capitali§m, and all that capital-

with the fact that capitalism has'lsm

represents, by the American

always been a system of recurrent | trade union movement should be un-

depressions.
of whether the workers shall be as-
sured any protection whatever, even
under . canitalism.

Does Ford think that the workers
should not be guaranteed such pro-
tection? Evidently ‘he does so think.
He seems to believe that the capi-
talist dictators have no responsibil-
ity save to protect their own profits.
He thinks that the workers should
create prosperity for themselves even
though they are not in control of sthe
system.

The  trouble is that workers have
but under the
capitalist’ dictatorship they are not
permitted to enjoy that prosperity.
They are not permitted to consume
the wealth they have created. They
are at the mercy of the dictatorship,
the ignorance, the insults of such
men as Henry Ford. Only when
they put an end to such- dlctatorshlp,
and contirol their own lives both pri-
vately and socially, will the workers
be really free, secure and. prosper-
ous.

The system of capitalist dictator-
ship has appallingly failed to serve
the people—it is not, of course, de-
signed to serve ithe people —a.nd
Ford’s brainstorm about gardens is
a grortesque ‘emphasis upgn this fail-
ure.
f‘mlPROMlSEs with unscientific so-

methods always create more

comes - out a bit more boldly and'dll’multles than they solve.
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It is simply a question!derstood and appreciated by - those

“ho seel\ to- evaluate the movement

tra.tlon in the American scheme
“I'"allure in this respect is respon-
sible for much misunderstanding on

the nart of radicals who ignorantly
expert trade unionism to accomplish
results and - attain objectives for
which it was never designed. Trade
unionism is essentiallv a. conserva-
tive and not a radical movement.
A fair day's wages tTor a fair
day's work. with hours and condi-
tien of labor fixed bv mutual con-
sent between the employers and em-
ploves: this constitutes the reason
for the existence of the trade union

movement in this country. To get
these wages. hours and conditions
the organized workers try to wuse
the methods of dinlomscy, such as
conciliation and. arbitrat® n. If these
methods -fail, reluctantly. recourse
is had to the strike. If the em-

ployels consider it an. advantage: to
recagmze the organization and make
concessions, immediately the fact is

1
i

'

'
!
i
1

owners be In order to make money,
-and’ niore - money, ~she ~owners  must
pay ‘the ‘workers as little -as: possi-
ble, work them as fast and as- long
as pessible; and charge- for the  fin-
ished producy- all ‘they can get:the
publie to pay:- :

How ‘about the “Avorkers—the men
and women :whote ‘labor ‘transforms
the raw materialg into finished ‘prod-

N

Fucts? In thelangunage of the street,'

where do’they get off?

Unorgamzed bhe workers - receive
scab - wages;: that is they  get. for
their - ]abor Just what it pleases the
owners to pay. . Opganized, the work-
‘ers demand, and, if they succeed-in
doing busmess with the owners; they
‘occasiomally. secure higher wages and
‘better. condttwns of .toil. If,.
‘every. the :owners decide .to stand on
their rights:and ‘refuse:the demands
of the lmibn,» then. what? - Strike,
-violence,: injunction, . police, - military

—the full: power of the government.

‘—thrown -on. the . side, not of the
striking workers, but:thrown on .the
side and to the suppart- 6f the own-
ers.

workers . wage: against.. the owning

class always-ends in.a fight against

the government, with the workers
getting whipped to a standstill:
The Government Supperts -Capitalism

There is nothing strange. or illog-
ical in this.- The government of the
United 'Stales was formed: and is
maintained ‘o protect and perpetu-
ate the rights of privale ~property.
Private ownership is
the workers as much. as it is de-
According - to
framed in consonance with the
principles - 6f - government, the own-
ers of -the factory’ have a - right to
do as they please’ with' their own.
They -can: arbltrarlly fix the wages
of their - employes, -determine . “the
hours-‘and condi-ﬁions of toil, run
their factory or-not as - they pleas«e,
and hire as -few or as many work-
ers- as seems ‘to them best ‘They
can close. their factory any time
they wish and throw the workers in
the streets, "and the workers are
ahsolutely helpless so far as  ‘the
government is -concerned.

1f the workers strike, that is their
mnllese. a'though the vight to strike
is seriously questioned b\ many cor-
poration heads todav, - By striking,
the workers simply. cease working.
Legally, they cannot compel the em-

[‘)loyers to pay them a. solitarv cent

trade | in ‘wages

more than the employers
see fit to pay. If the . strikers try
to interfere .with the operation of
the factory by' throwing out picket
lines, or if  they endeavor to force
other workers - from -taking - their
places, immediately ‘they run afoul
the law: and render’ themselves lia-
ble to arrest and.punishment.

Why? -Because the basis of the
so¢ial, ‘political “and economic sys-
tem ‘under which' both owners and
workers: .move ‘and live -and have
their ~ being is private -ownership.
Both - owners ‘and workers -are born
into this 'system, and -psychologically
and culturally they. are pledged to
its “preservation, with: the governs
ment which was formed to guarantee
that * preservation.. How- perfeetl’y
inconsistent the workers -are when
they organized to. wrest. from the
owners that which they = consider
merely’ human irights:...When - they
attempt: to:back: theéir -demands with
force—the ‘strike—at once they be-
come outlaws, for then they - place
themselves in opposltlon to govern-
ment;. and- what' loyal member-
the American labor mov-mnent would
dare fight the government, no matter

how unjust or corrupt he knows that |

government to be? . When the ‘work-
ers strike they look and act like
fools.- If the  owners assert. their
property rights, the government is
duty. bound. to" back them up. with
the result that thz @ workers are
whipped the moment they quit work.
A Program for the Workers
What, then. are the workers to
do? Quit agitating, educatling. or-
ganizing? By no means,  Inst-d.
the workers should give up their
illusions and become realistic. Thr v
should analyze the situnation
some degree of intelligence and in-
augurate a more effective method of
procedure. By this time they should
realize the failure of their
efforts and should be willing to ini-
tiate something new. Craft union-
ism is obsolete in this age of mass
production - and = distribution.  The
trade union movement hag been fruit-

lessly Thitting “at effects since big
capitalism invaded the -industrial
field. Trade unionism- itself is an

heralded to the world as a Unlon’mstltuhon of capitalism; distinctly

victory. If the employers decide':

upon a policy of non-recognition and : , organized

refuse to do business with the or-
ganization, either of two things hap-
pen: the strikers return to their
work as individuals, cvestfallen and
whipped; or the strike terminates
violently, in which case the union
always sustains defeat. Whenever
and wherever the organized workers
triumph usuallv it is because the
emnloyers find it to their advantage
to let the workers triamph.
Unions Accept Capitalism

An analysis of the object and
methods of trade unionism reveals
much that is incongruous and ab-
surd. In the first place, in its ac-
ceptance of capitalism. it accepts
the rights and privileges of pri-
vate ownership, and the power of
capnitalist government to ~guarantee
2nd maintain those rights and priv-
ileges. = The sacredness of private
property virtually is a religion with

ithose who uphold the capitalist svs-

i advantageous

i rake

tem.

Property rights are paramount
under capitalism: human rights are
served only if there is no interfer-
ence -with property rights. There-
fore, when organized labor asks for
a square deal it eets it only if it i<
for the owners of in-
dustry and finance to make the con-

cession.

Take a  cavcvete  situation. A
group of men and women cailed a
corporation own a great facterv
wherein thousands of wn»iters are

emploved W-at are

productively
the owners operating the “actory
“ar?  Their health? For the fun
of the thing? As a matter of phi-
lanthepy? Nonsense.. The Ffactory
was establiched and is operated to
nrofits—money—for the own-
ers. The more profits the factory
makes the better pleased- will the

I

it is not a militant- movement of the
workers - bent :on - social
change; nor - was it formed’ and pro-
{mulgated for the purpose of doing
rea_l battle -with: the  employing
classesi As a result of “its compo-
sition,  its peolicies and its methods.
trade -unionism has not only failed
to check the growing power of con-
centrated wwealth in  this country,
but it has witnessed the steady de-
cline of working class organization,
and the rapid demoralization of the
workers themselves,  until today. in
the presence of the- master rlasse_,

the workers are helpless and 1mp0\-.

erished slaves.

Having no legal rlght Lo dictate
wages, hours or conditions to +the!

rowners - c¢f: industry and finance un-

der capitalism, the  workers should
take the steps necessary ‘to make
their demands legal:? :How?
making themselves the owners of the
industries in which thev work., 'In-
stead’ nf striking for ~hirher wagek
they s"~uld organize ard strike for
the ownership of all the means of &
life.- As .owners their right to fix

their wages and vrorking -conditions :

will “be undisputed, and as owners’
thev: wiH have:
their side. Until the workers
to this necessity ‘they will alternately

slave and starve and degencrate

lower and lower in the soeial and

economic scale. :
Foon PRICEs will be ictated by

an official appointed hv the
ernment in Vera Cruz Mexico:
announced purposeé is to prevent
profiteering in fcod svnplies; We
have Dlem\ of focd price -dictater-
ship”-in the meed States and .dic-
tatorship of- wages and jobs:put-it

- gov-

doesnlt -operate . in tné mterests of~

the workers,

how- the government should own the coal |||

mines but only ‘that it should -inau-.

Every strike. the organized

endorsed by

of |

with |

ancient i

By |

the government ont
awaken ! 7

The:

Coal Owners Admnt J..oss
“of ‘Private lmhahve”

Only government control can save
the coal ‘industry, says President J.
D. A, Morrow of the large, intensely
capitalistic - and strongly - anti-union
Pittsburgh Coal Co. It is said:that
Morrow’s .proposal is mot personal
with him, but. expresses the views
of other coal operators. .

Unless the government steps
Morrow: predicts, thé coal industry
will be thrown  into. much worse
difficulties - and more hundreds of
‘thousands .of miners will be exiled
from labor .and ecrowded into - the
rapidly swelling army of the unem-
ployed.

It is not suggested, however that

gurate a system of régulation, simi-
lar  to- that now. in practice with
regard -to the. railroads and other
public: utilities.

would: come from government .con-
trol and stabilization, but they want
to retain the profits from the .pri-
vate ownership .of coal.

Whatever may result from this
surpmsmg proposal, the significant
point is that this group . of .capital-
ists have admitted the fmlare of
the . very “private initiative” which
President Hoover bhas been culo-
gizing as the distinctive and saving
mark of the American economic sys-

tem. - Common sense would suggest
that, if private management has
failed. there is no conceivable virtue

or advantage (from a social point
of view) in private ownership. If
government needs’ to save the coal
industry, it should save it for the
public good and not for the mbore
orderly “enrichment of a few owners.

Legal : opinion
would have to give an ‘extra stretch
to their “definition of public utlllt‘res,
in order to. include coal mines in
this category: ‘but it is mno secret
that the courts are remarkably apt
at stretching laws, rulings and’ defi-
nitions. '

Another definition which will have
to be stretchnd is that of “private
initiative.””  What does it amount
to when, as 1n this instance, it comes
forward with a confession of fail-
ure vet with an undiminished claim
to the privilege of ownership and
exnloitation?

- Meve -initiative in taking profits
i not admirable nor valuable nov
worth preserving. Yet this .is the
kind of initiative - which <apitalism
chiefly represents and schemes to
protect: :
Meanwhile President Hoover. in

the midst of the economic ruins of
private ownership and control, will
doubtless ‘go right ahead . talking
about the beauties and virtues of
“private initiative.”

WHEN . politicians say that the
they really mean that the fortunes
of American rich men are safe. But
are they safe" Is -capitalism safe?
It appears to bhe  destroying itself
sw1ftly and with no clear realiza-
tion of the ‘nature of its doom nor

the means of averting that dggmg

American economic system is’ sound,.

in,

The coal operators,
want the benefits which they. think

is that the courts:|-

A REAL BAROMETER
Circulation matter: tn o or-
dinary. capitalist sheet is noth-
ing more than business “dope.”
But circulation wmatter in -«
militant, working class weekly
paper like The American Free-
man is different in o most -
“portant sense: it serves as «
ba'rometer to " indicate the .pu-
per’s effectiveness as an organ
of protest and economic ' edu-
cation. That’s why we conswler,
" The Freeman's weekly circu-
dation reports as mews of the
first order. If the reports e
dicate progress, this s proof
that, the policics of The Free-
mgi ore advancz*zq If the rec-
ports are downward. thew the
lesson s, plainly cvident that
The Freeman cannot make its
ideals realistic. This far we
have been making steady prog-
ress, with the exception of one
week., Let’s meke the advance
both regular and speedy.

Kentucky Caal Stnkers Face 1
Ind_strial War Murder Trial

Wh1le “industrial ‘war® cmﬁ:mueg
grimly in the eastern. Kentucky- coal
field, twenty-four. .‘striking - miners
are charged with havxni pavﬂcupated
in-a clash.on: Mgy -5 bet veen com-
pany gunmen _and _strikers.. 1One
company . gunman -was killed. :

Violence has been openly used, by
the county scheriff and--his.depui.ies
and by company: thugs-:against: the
coal miners; .who struck-.fer--decent
lwages and working cond1tlon= .Har-
{lam ‘County hag been going: through
a reign of terror, with shootings,
dynamltmgs, kidnappings, deporta-
tions, sluggings and arrests » Con-
stitution and Jaws * ‘are .a. farce in
this district, \xhuh is- dommated by
the coal owners. :
- Eighty or more strikers anl sym—
i pathizers—no c~e knows eAactly how
many—are held in jail on: charges of
“banding .-and ' confederating” and
criminal syndicalism. A recent vie-
tim of the illegal terror was Arnold
Johnson, representing the Civil Lib-

o BR]

erties Union in the legal .defense  of

Pennsylvania

(xovdlner Fears Riots

.This Winter
Feanng riots this winter among
striking. . miners and: other unem-

ployed workers, Governor Pinchot of
Pennsylvania has notified the militia

t

down
desperate victims,
has been cancelled by
cause,
ernor of Oregon, miners in his state
“whether working or on strike”

hat they. may- be needed to put
the violence of capitalism’s

Pinchot . be-
as he telegraphed the gov-

so goaded by hunger that "he dares
not leave the state.

It will be recalled that

for aid to the. striking .miners,. giv-

ing as his reason that Communists
were teaching these miners ‘and their
children  to
government

‘believe that capitalist
was  their enemy.

didn’t seem to occur to Pinchot that

t

he Communists were simply ex-

pressing a conditions and not agi-
tating a theory, although the: gov-

e

Pinchot will
of

tnor himself admitted the condition.
And now it _appears that Governor
prove the friendliness

capitalist government tg. the

workers, not by providing the work-

€
o

rs with jobs or food but by sending
ut the militia to suppress, almost

certainly with bloodsl.ed, any serious

demonstrations of dlscontent

from gunmen.

r

WEe rReEAD that New York City offi-
cials intend to make the streets safe
We may. be as skep-
tical as we please about such decla-

ations, which have been so fre-

quently made and not carried out in

action.

But we suggest that a

sounder measure, though indeed  a
radical measure, would be for New

“York City

and all other American

cities to tackle the problem of mak-
ing their streets safe from unem-

ployment,
sum

poverty,

~slums and. the
bad"

of economic

which make crime and which, even

worse,
mendous sum of social s,rlme.

form “in themselves a -tre-

A visit to Oregon

are

Pinchot
‘recently appealed to the Red. Cross

It

‘conditions.

the miners 'in jail.. Johnson was
.also charged with criminal - syndical-
ism.. He and . his wife had bheen
threatened a number. of times.and
Judge' D. C. Jones, a -tool of the
coal .owners, had warned them to
qmt the co ty..  Twenty . years in
prison will be the penalty .of John-
son and the others who .are charged
with criminal syndicalism.

War or peace" That -is - not. ‘a
problematical question with the Ken-
tucky, miners .(and  with the Ohio
and Pennsylvama and - West Vir-
ginia) -miners. .. They' are engaged
in stern war.on the industrial front.
Military - war, “to -these -workers, is
not” an -interruption of  -peace - bu*
rather ~the outbreak .of a : dlﬂerens
kind of war, which” even :sois ‘an
inevitable result of the _mdustrul
war. - o AN L

THE CUBAN workers are revoltmg
against the tyra,nmcal ‘misrule " of
President Machado. Tt is well known
that Machado’s misrule” is backed
by the power of .the United States
government, without whose " fri~ndl>
support and approval ‘he could not
uphold his reign of oppression aud
terror. Although supposed - to. he
head of a constitutional government,
Machado is ruling as .a dictator and
has for- several years. ‘nullified demo-
cratic - forms of governmentx Such
is . the - situation ~more "than " thirty
years after the United States went
to war to.“free”. Cuba—and to grab
Porto Rico and the Phlhppmes

- ANOTHER explanwtlon ‘of. Hoower's
“rugged individualism” . is that the
workers ., must be’ very rugged in-
deed to' stand the-poverty 'and the
heart-breaking, hopeless struggle to
which they are condemined -by a sys-
tem of exploitation,’ weéalth - concen-
tradition, monopohstlc contiol of in-
dustry and. unemployment, bread
lines and ex1le from the means.of life.
Capitalism is not.a race, as:Hoover
has said; it is 'an endurance strain,
in whwh the. laboring  masses: shaye
to exh:bxt the endurancs:. : :

Here Ave the Ten

A NEW PROGRAM .-

The . _American Fleeman has
somethmg without equal in the hls-
tory -of ‘book pubhshmg

The Ameucan Freeman declded to
do something original .and darine.
L It. laid out - a book ..publishing p- -
gram, consisting of . ten. books,: all
of them of interest and importance
to the average rveader.. After -out-
lining the subjects to be covered.
The American .Freeman went to the
best authorities and commissioned
them to deliver manuseripts.

i We received the cooperation of
‘authors like Dr. Harry Elmor
| Barnes. thesgreat histor'an, Dr. Loyd
i Thomnson. the great -authority on
| svphilis. Clarence Darvow. the dis-
. tinguished lawver and agnostic. J.
Georz~ Frederick. the great twriter
on indu~trial and economic subjects
and head of the Business Bourse in

Iedi‘tdrial staff of The American
Freeman.
We. have now finished printing

these ten wondeiful bonl-s, each eone
‘of which is a 1931 item, right down
to date. There isn’t a stale bhook in
the entire list. FEach subiect is com-
pelling. fascinating and thought-
provoking. The books are. ready,
but we are not trying to sell them.
In fact, they are not for sale. The
American Freeman decided to issue
these ten books for FREE distribu-
tion. Money cannot buy them. Thev
have never heen sold and never will
be sold.  They
gifts to all persons who subscribe
or renew their subscriptions to The
American  Freeman. These books |
will  be. given FREE, carriage’
charges
tions will he accepted at the regrilar
| rate of onlvy $1-per year (%1.50 Can-
jada and’ foreign).

Xou mav pick one or
these nmew books. TRemember. these
{ hooks are- full-sized. 535 by 8%
! inches. bound in attractive stiff cov-
cers. printed on good paper from
hrand new plates. set in large type.
| The books average about 45,000
‘words per volume. And they are not
lto be sold!.
K You arve invited to check
the comnlete list of 10 books.

' one or more, as vou see fit. If yon
alreadv a subscriber you ars
Dermltted to rverew your u"wcxip-
tion now, 1eza1dlesx of “hrw it ex-
nires. thus enjoying the FREE books

more of

over

Order

ara

in the same manner and terms thatl
iare offered o mpew subscribers, v
! Facts Yon Should Know About the!

. United States Government

hask ol 117 u‘au evr: wos
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