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funds to fight the candidacy of The Freeman editor. Capitalist politicians know where to go. Wall Street has plenty of money to spend to keep
The Freeman editor out of the Senate. We wouldn't be surprised to learn that they collect a half million dollars. The Freeman editor cannot go to

Wall Street for support, because he is fighting the capitalist in
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Week Ending Aug. 15
Circulation

20.877

Gain for Week: -331'

$1 per year (50c per year
in clubs of four or more.)

' Published Every Saturday For Those Who Dare the Risk of Knowing

Published weekly at 229 E. Forest Ave., Girard, Kans. Single copies 5c; ($1.50 a yegqr Canadian and foreign).
} 3 ( 1

]

» i

3

' Entered as second-class matter at the Girard, Kans.,, postoffice.

TO WIN--a¥pitte™ ‘ i
right on fighting. We have made 2
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Everything now depends on our con- =
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Socialism Approaches the Farmers’ Problem With the
n Prevent Bankruptcy

Only

By ALGERNON LEE_-
“Go West, young man, and grow up with the country.” That|

was Horace Greeley’s advice, sixty or eighty years ago. It was on
the whole very good advice at that time, and even for some years

after Greeley’s death.
enc to give today.

It would be impudently bad advice for any-|
Farming no longer holds any promise of ad-

vance for poor men from the cities. On the contrary, farmers’ sons
and daughters by the tens of thousands are flocking to the cities
and trying to get jobs. But if they go with high hopes, they com-

monly meet hitter disappointment.

Even in good times we have

always a million or two of unemployed, and in years of depression

their number grows to five or six

1t a tremendous change that
has ceme about within the memory
of ‘men who are not yet old. All
through the ninetenth century it was
possible  for ‘thousands of families
every vear to leave the crowded in-
dustrial districts, acquire land, argd
by hard work and frugality to win
economic independence and assure
their children a better livelihood
than they had known. 'In those days
the working farmers had little occa-
sion to think about the wage-work-
ers, and the latter thought of the
farmers only to envy their lot and
aspite toward sharing it. Each of
these two producing classes had its
own problems, but they were distinct
problems, which each tried to solve
for itself. s

Their situation is very different
today. Farming no longer offers an
outlet for the surplus labor forces
of the industrial centers. There is
now a human surplusage on the
farms, and for it mno outlet exists.
Neither of the two classes can any
longer afford to ignore the other.
The competition of those who are
being * forced  off the farms makes
it harder for the workers in indus-
try to 'deal with their own problems
of high living costs, low wages, and
frequent lack of employment. On
the other hand, the wage workers’
noverty hurts the sale of farm pro-
duce, and the chronic glutting of
the labor market shuts the door in
the faces of those who must leave
the land. :

The farmers’ problem, such as it
is" today, cannot even be understood
without taking -into account that
great” historic fact which we call
the evolution of modern capitalism.
Within a century and a half capi-
talismi has revolutionized the indus-
tries, “eliminated -the self-employing
mechanies and artisans, and created
‘the industrial working class of our
times.  Within recent years capi-
talism -has invaded the field of agri-
culture, and bids fair to revolution-
ize "it far more rapidly.

In- the .present situation of t{he
wage workers in industry the work-
ing farmers may sée the image of
their own future, if capitalist evolu-
‘tion is: to go on uncontrolled. The
farmers’ problem ‘cannot be solved
by itself. It can be solved only in
conjunction with the labor problem.

: The Socialist Message

The farmers have not hitherto been
much inclined to listen to the So-
cialist message. That is not to be
wondered at. The way of life of
the working farmers was an indi-
vidualistic one. Socialism was re-
garded. roughly, as an attack on
individual. liberties. They were
holders of small private property—
most of them owners, the rest ten-
ants who hoped to become owners.
Socialism was conceived of, not quite

is

accurately, as an -attack upon the
Institution of private property. It

millions.

was easy to make farmers believe
that the Socialists meant to rob
them of their property and make
them the slaves of an all-powerful
state.

Socialism is coming to be befter
understood. Folk. are learning that
Socialism aims to protect individu-
ality from the standardization which
capitalism is imposing upon it. They
are learning that what Socialism
condemns is not private property as
such, but that sort of private prop-
erty which enables one class to ex-
ploit another. - Cd

At the same time irresistible forces
are Mestroying the old individual-
istic way of life of the farming
population and taking away : their
private property or making it hardly
worth holding. The farmer who
loses his land by foreclosure or
abandons his farm because he cannot
make a living on it, and who gets
a job in a huge factory or vainly
tries to get one, can hardly feel
that capitalism is fostering his in-
dividual rights. ‘The farmer who
sees his neighbors meeting this fate
is likely to see that what bankers
and trust magnates call the sacred
institution of private property means
in.the end lack of property for those
who toil. ’

If things go on for another gen-
eration as they have been going for
a generation past, there will be very
few small properties left for Social-
sim to confiscate, and very few free
individuals left for Socialism to en-
slave, even if that were what Social-
ism aimed at.

We Socialists have a message for
the American farmer, and we ex-
pett to make it heard. We have a
right to call for an open-minded
hearing, if on no other ground than
this—that we, and we alone, have
long foreseen the fate which is now
befalling the farmers.

A Dying Order

There have bbeen agricultural crises

before this.. Their history goes back

to the earliest days of the republic.
But the present crisis is essentially.
different from those that have gone
They were like attacks of

before.
some acute illness, from which a
robust patient may - recover . and
again enjoy good health. This one
has the appearance of a lingering
death agony.

That is not a pleasant thing to
say or to hear. But we Socialists
think it dishonest to withhold im-
portant truth because it is painful.
And we have more respect for our
fellow citizens than to believe that
they must always be fed with sug-
ared lies.

Of course, when we speak of the
present crisis in agriculture as a
lingering death agony, we do mnot
mean that agriculture as such is on

its deathbed. Some day or other

-
|
l

an idea that will get results.

- Here is-our idea:

ber of The Fréeman Army resolve

subs.

success. of our plan.

nificant as Campaign Suyb Day for

Extra! Campaign Sub Day!

We have an idea—yes, another one. " This is a good idea.
It is an idea that you will be enthusi-
astic about. "It calls for a 100-percent organized and simultaneous
effort by The Freeman Army—and we are sure that every member
of the Army will respond and do his best to make this idea succeed.

Let us set aside Labor Day—Monday, Sep- -
tember 7—as Campaign Sub Day for The Freeman., Let every mem-

one yearly sub for The Freeman—and we will extend each such sub
until the week following the election in November, 1932, which means
that for a dollar each of 'these new readers will get The Freeman ‘for
a liftle more than a year. We will be glad to contribute the extra two
months of time to each sub, in order to help put across this rousing
idea of a planned, concerted, special day’s drive for Freeman yearly

The day set—Labor Day—will be especially .favorable .to the
There will be crowds, celebrations, interested
talk about labor and economic conditions; and so you can easily reach
your fellow workers, your neighbors, any one who might be prevailed
upon to interest himself in The Freeman’s campaign of protest and
constructive action during the next fourteen months, |

.Get ready now, don’t forget, and make Labor Day still more sigL

sub, just-say: “This is one 1 landed on Campaign Sub Day.”

It is

on that day to go out and hustle

The Freeman. In sending in each
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Scientific Plan that

is doomed.

scene.

try (butter and milk
livestock. The farmer labors to
stations of great corporations.

porations.
Even the immense crops of

ucts, then he turns them over to the distributing:

into finished products and distributed to the con-
sumers (at greatly advanced prices) by these ‘cor-

‘The Basic Facts of the Great Farm Problen
Politicians who talk about panaceas and relief
for the farmers are ignorant or insincere.
of small farming is rapidly drawing to a closc,
For twenty-five years, with the excep-
tion of a few years during the World War, the .
farmers have been suffering a process of deflation.
Capitalism has been crowding morc and more
into the agricultural sccne and dominating that
Many industries -once exclusively handled
by the farmers are now conducted by immense capi-
talistic organizations: for instance, the dairy indus-
), cheese, eggs, poultry -and

The era
It

- The process
growth of giant
- scale farming is

farming.

raise these prod-

Theys are turned
-rupt.

grains are “énly "ownership.

raised by the farmer; then he must turn them into
the hands of great capitalistic organizations for
storing, trading in and selling the grain, for con-
verting the grain into bread and other products.
The small farmers are already helpless in the
grip of large-scale private capitalism.
also forced to pay three-quarters of a billion dol-
lars each year in interest charges alone—which is
another hold that capitalism has on farming.

It is certain to put the small farmer out
.of business—indeed he is now rapidly going bank-
The choice is plain and unavoidable: large-
scale farming under the ownership of private cor-
_porations or large-scale farming under socialized

They are

continues inexorably with the
capitalistic farms, ~This large-
more efficient than the old small

e
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the chemists may devise a practica-
ble method of producing food with-
out cultivating the soil. Unless they
do that, and until they do it, agri-
culture in some form will survive;
though it will give employment to
an ever diminishing proportion of
the people. It will survive in some
form, yes—but net in the form which
has provided a livelihood for what
was once the large majority and is
still more than a fourth of the
American people.

What is doomed, if the Socialist
analysis is correct, is the whole sys-
tem of small-scale farming. And
what is already rapidly dying is
that type of agriculture which has
throughout the greater part of our
history been the American ideal, and
very largely the realized ideal—the
type represented by the man who
owned, without any erushing burden

of débt, a farm large enough to

'maintain his family in modest com-

fort and security, and not so large
as .to require the employment of any
great amount of hired help.

Master Minds Can Err

Oh, yes, we know that some of
the “master minds” of the ruling
classes .do mot agree with us. But
well accredited master minds are
often ‘woefully wrong. A few ex-
amples may be amusing as well as
instructive.

About ninety-five years ago Dr.
Dionysius Lardner, an eminent Brit-
ish physicist, wrote a pamphlet to
prove that the amount of coal re-
quired - to drive a steamship across
the ocean was more than the ship
could carry. The first copies of his
pamphlet were brought to America
a few weeks later, in the first steam-
ship that crossed the Atlantic. In
1853, President Buchanan- congratu-
lated - Congress. and the people that,
as a result of the Dred Scott decis-
ion, the question of slavery had been
forever eliminated from politics. In
1860. Abraham Lincoln was . elected
in his place, and within a few years
slavery was abolished. In October,
1903, the late Professor Simon New-
comb, a really great mathematician
and astronomer, published an arti-
cle in which ‘he thought he had
demonstrated the impossibility of

flying in a heavier-than-air machine.

In December of the same year the
Wright brothers made their ever
memorable flight at Xitty Hawk.
With such instances of the fallibil-
ity of master minds before us, it
may not be deemed irreverent to
challenge the scientific authority of
the present occupant of the White
House '

“Farming is and must continue

:to be an individual business of small

units. and independent ownership.”
So.said Herbert Hoover in 1928, and

he has not ‘said anything since to|i

indicate that he has
judgment. . :

Reports -of the Census Bureau and
of the Department of Agriculture
which' were: in print before Mr.
Hoover .'made that speech showed

revised his

'that the things which he said “must

continue” were already passing away.
The percentage of independent farms
—that is, farms worked by the men
who .own ‘them—has been diminish-
ing’ ever. .since 1880. - Between 1920
and 1925, and again_between 1925
and ..1930, the whole numhber of
farms diminished; but in each of
these five-year periods the number
of tenant: farms slightly increased,
which means that the independent

‘farms- declined not only in percent-

age, but in absolute number. The
farms that were either merged or
abandoned during these most recent
periods were farms of middle size.
The very small farms, mostly worked
by tenants, have become more nu-
merous;.but so have the giant farmg,

owned by capit’aliéts and worked by
wage laborers. . § .

Whenever: Herbert Heover assumes
to speak as an  ¢comomist, we are
moved to hope that Ye really is a
good ' mining engineer. '

Alfred E.: Smith, who was Mr.
Hoover’s leading ¢pponent in the
campaign of 1;; , showed no better
understanding of ‘the farmers’ situa-
tion. He dealt superficially with
some’ aspects”'of ' the question ' and
then turned' to' his faverits topics—
the righteousness: of ‘Tarimany Hal
and - the  unrighteeusness - of the
Eighteenth Amendment. ° -

In fairness to old-party standpat-
ters it must be added: that the sé-
called 'insurgents ‘s¢em ‘to have tio
deeper understanding of the subject;
or; if théy do understand, they lack
the political ¢ rage to go to the
root - of the question.: They offer
some ‘pal!}ntive;vrhezsutes, but their
main stress is laid upon a scheme
which is so ‘fundamentaly unsound
that,  while it would help the .capi-
talist middlemen to keep up the re-
tail food -prices, ‘it "would not even
check, but. would positively hasten
the ruin of the‘working farmers.

Old-party statesmanship does not
recognize great historic tendencies.
Its highest reach is the attempt to
stabilize what in its very mnature
must evolve, and in political prac-
tice it continually sinks to the quack-
ery of pretending that by some
hocus-pocus it can bring -bdack a
state of society which has passed
away. - '

Socialist Foresight

Have the - Socialists a remedy to
prescribe. for the:desperate sickness
of American agriculture? In the
sense in which that question is most
likely . to  be ‘undepstood, we frankly
answer: No, we have not, and nei-
ther has anyone else.. We do not
scorn palliatives, provided it is rec-
ognized that all they ¢an.do is to
relieve painful - symptoms, But we
know that there: is o elixir of life
that will rejuvenate a 'dying method
of productipn.’ 4

But putgthe question in another
way—Have .the '-.-gociafiists a solution.
for the problem which confronts the
whole . class / of working farmers?
That we haye. .Anfl the first step
toward soly ie problem is to see
what it reéglly® is—to. see how the
present situditjon has grown out of
the past, to i . &' clear view of what
is . inevitable ’?‘qix! the future, and
thereby to leadm: hew to act so as
to take advapiagejof that future
instead: of  beifig. crished: by it.

If we insift.that Socialists have
foreseen the tansfdrmation of agri-
culture. whick;is' néw .taking place,

dsr the cheap pleasure

that the predic-
fbe: Mucky - guess, but
ieptific analysis of
e ‘capitalist sys-
was . begun by

tion " was - no .
was based on |
the warkings,
tem. That &
Kdrl. Marx a
almost mninety
work hag been
series ofiecono
tists using the

afs ‘agp, and their
gied oft by a ‘whole
and social-scien-
dnethods and apply-
ing their ‘theo to pew. conditions
as they’ grige,:*As early as 1848
Marx and. Epfelg expressed their
opinion ‘th§t the same. general pro-
cess which'was going on in the in-
dustrial field W@Eldi somewhat later
b a

be extended ta%agriculture. They
were speaking.

furope then, but
in - 1882 .they

to

‘made reference -

America and)foretold the coming of
the great capitglist farm and the
effect it would

Wye upon our farm-

ing class. ' ¥ N
It was a..
at that tim
rash one. ; Fo

(| prediction to make
d. seemed even a
Y4ars oy more,

‘vailed in the United States for -about

ironly for 'a short:time by the .ab-|

'net income of the farmers, their re-

H'rederick - Engels | g

cussion, American Socialists were on
the defensive. Some were inclined
to admit that on this point Marx
was wrong. Others, more far-
sighted: or more stubborn, could only
say, “Wait dnd. see.” . History has
vindicated .Socialist science in this
as'in so man¥ other things.

Farm Depression 'Is 25 Years Old

Viewed superficially, the agricul-
tural depression :which has now pre-

-3 -quarter of a. century, interrupted

normal war-time.-prosperity, may be
didgnosed as follows: Even.though,
through- the: greatest part: of ‘this
time, there has been a general up-
ward trend of prices, the selling
prices of farm produce hdve never
risen so fast as have the prices of
other kinds of goods and the ex-
penses of running the farms; -the

turn for their labor, has accordingly
been declining and it has . become
harder for them to make both ends
meet. - Those who do not look be-
neath the surface have accordingly
tried to deal with the problem by
finding some way to increase the
farmers’ selling price—either by di-
minishing the output of farm pro-
duce or by some scheme for regu-
lated marketing.

Neither of thosc has proved prac-
ticable. Socialists maintain that nei-
ther of them can solve the farmers’
problem. In order to show their
weakness and to indicate what must
be .done, let us see how this depres-
sion has come about.

The “Good Old Times”

TFrom the time of the American
Revolution down to the end of the
nineteenth century the most out-
standing fact in our national his-
tory was the westward flow of popu-
lation, which means chiefly that men
of small means, who would other-
wise have had to live out their lives
as wage workers, were acquiring
land and becoming farmers. It was
this fact which justified Emerson’s
famous saying, ‘“America is another
name for Opportunity.”

It is foolish to paint idyllic pic-
tures of the past. The life of the
working farmer has never been
easy, and for the vanguard it was
often a' bitter struggle. But the
mass of the American farmers un-
questionably had a life far better
than that of Old World peasants
and better than that of most wage
workers and petty tradesmen in this
country. The prevailing spirit was
a cheerful one, and with good rea-

son. The settler who had average
good luck was rewarded for his
efforts. However hard he had to

work, whatever privations he had
to endure, he was sustained by the
knowledge that he was his own mas-
ter and was laboring to assure his
children a better existence than he
had known. Present hardships were
lightened by the vision of future

ood.

Throughout this long period most
farmers were able gradually to bring
more acres into cultivation, to add
to their buildings, stock, and equip-
ment, - to live in increasing comfort,
and to lay something aside for a
rainy day. They borrowed largely,
it is true; but in the main they
borrowed as thriving business men
do, because they ‘could - reasonably
expect to gain more by the loan than
it cost them. Children were not a
‘burden; food and other necessaries
were / plentiful, and more hands
meant more production. If, as the
boys grew up, the old place was not
big enough for all, fresh land was
still to be had farther west. Though
many young men quit the farm, it
was not. because .agriculture was

whenever pgricyifure was under diz-

| Canadian Northwest

it had provided the means to train
them for professions or launch them
in business. They were climbing the
ladder, not walking the plank.
Growth and Overgrowth

We have no accurate statistics
earlier than the middle of the cen-
tury, but we know that by 1850
there were nearly 1,500,000 farms,
with about 113,000,000 acres of im-
proved land. By 1900 the number of
farms had grown ta more than
5,700,000, and the improved area
to 414,000,000 acres. This was even
a little in excess of the, growth of
our total population.

‘What made possible such an ex-
pansion of agriculture was not
merely the fact that there was
plenty of good land to be had cheap,
but also the fact that the American
farmers had the inside track to the
European market, and that Europe,
with a population which was at that
time rapidly increasing, and which
was being drawn ‘away from the
fields to the factories, was in a posi-
tion to import vast quantities of
farm produce. .

It was the development of our
transcontinental railways and of
steam navigation across the Atlantic,
from the 1830s on, that gave us this
inside track. The later development
of railways in other lands and of
steam transport on other seas in-
evitably -took it away. In the lat-
ter part of the century the exten-
sion of railway service in Canada
and. across Europe brought wheat,
potatoes, cattle and hogs from the
and Russia,
Hungary, and the Balkan countries
into effective competition with Amer-
ican products - in the world’s best
market. When the steamship has
reached a certain degree of effi-
ciency, the cost of ocean freightage
does mnot increase proportionately
with the length of the voyage. This
stage was reached, and along with it
came cheap refrigeration. As a
result, Argentina, Australia, and

$1 for Bundle of SQ

) . | |
New Zealand became our competitors
in providing Europe not onlb;,'e with
grain, wool, and hides, but. also
with fresh meat and dairy products.

Relatively to the new sitdation,
our agriculture was already over-
expanded in 1900. This was not gen-
erally rcalized at the time, when:a
general upturn of prices had :but

recently hbegun. Ewen if it had
been, that would probably not have
prevented the further expansion

which by 1920 brought the number
of farms up to 6,448,000 -and . the
area of improved land to 508,000,000
acres. The individual interest of
farmers and prospective farmers
compelled each of them, when he saw
an opportunity ,to do just the .thing
which, being done by many, was
injurious to all. ' -
Enter the Capitalist

Under the old conditions Ameri-
can agriculture did not have to be
very efficient. Those farmers who
for any reason got more than an
average yield per acre or had a less
than average cost per acre were of
course the ones that prospered:best;
but with so capacious a wmarket
there was a wide margin between
the most profitable farms and those
that could barely break even. With
the loss of our virtual monopoly in
that market, and the consequent ten-
dency for the prices of farm . pro-
duce to sag, all were put to a much
severer test. The advantage. of
minimum production cost now.: be-
came decisive .as it had never been
before, and for the first time there
was & condition favorable.-te. the
rise of capitalist agriculture.

For a good while before this,
however, those who could read the
signs of the times could perceive the
beginnings of an agricultural revolu-
tion which was to culminate in the
giant farm, but which in its earlier
stages proceeded along different
lines.

Large-scale production by means

Let’s Go in and Win!

A Five-Week Plan of Special E

ditions Will Climax with Another

Senatorial Special Edition

We believe in tireless, persistent
zation of The Freeman Army into a

agitation and education—and organi-
plan of big crusades. We might say

that we are now engaged in carrying out a Five-Week Plan of important

special editions.

The present special edition and the other three that have

been announced will be followed by another Senatorial Special - Edition,
full of lively material about the issues which E. Haldeman-Juliug is em-
phasizing in his campaign for United States Senator from Kansas,

This will be called the Senatorial Special Edition No. 1, as we intend
to get out a number of special editions on the senatorial campaign between

now and November, 1932.

You understand of course that this Senatorial

Special Edition No. 1 will not deal merely with Kansas politics in a local

sense nor with E. Haldeman-Julius’

campaign he is thinking more about
about personal ambitions. Issues th
wide will be featured in this special

It is the time of all times for

personal ambition—in fact, in this
economic education of the voters than
at are nation-wide and indeed world-
edition. : 3
winning an audience which can be

impressed with the soundness and the necessity of The Freeman- editor’s

principles of social justice and planfulness.
Freeman and of The Freeman Army.

These are the ideas of The
They are the ideas we have been

working for'and now we can work and fight for these ideas on ‘the most ef-

fective scale. Using Kansas as our
paign of economic truth that will h

The Senatorial Special Edition No. 1 will be dated September 26.

strategic center, we can wage a cam-
ave its effects throughout the natxoi!.
t

will discuss boldly and vigorously the leading issues—the real and urgent

issues—of the 1932 campaign.
ing away and not let the old party

the peaple forget their true significance.

Haldeman-Julius wants to keep hammer-

politicians evade these issues nor let
The Senatorial Special Edition

No. 1 will deal with the news and with all ideas entering fundamentally

into the 1932 campaign.

It will be an important special edition, carefully

prepared toward the objective of advancing our campaign, and we. spe-
cially urge our readers to contribute to Method No. 3, which will enable

us to mail thousands of extra copies
names on our book lists.

of this special edition to good Kansas

—— m———————

is really a national battleground

Method marked below.

Method No. 1.
bundle of

I am enclosin

......

Method No. 2.
i names, to whom you will send th

Method No. 3.
send
cial Edition of September 26 to
the rate of 2c a name.

......

............................

unable to support them, but because

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

ORDER BLANK FOR SENATORIAL SPECIAL EDITION NO. 1
' (September 26) ‘

| The American4Freeman, Girard, Kansas
I realize the importance of keeping up the fight in Kansas, which-

entered the race for United States Senator from Kansas. ;
ing to circulate the Senatorial Special Edition No. 1 by using the

copies (minimum order 50 copies) .of the Senatorial
Special Edition No. 1 of September 26, at the rate of 2¢ a copy.

I am enclosing $
of September 26, at the rate of 2¢ a name (minimum list 50 names).

) I am enclosing $
copies (minimum order 50 copies) of the Senatorial. Spe-

now that E. Haldeman-Julius has
I am help-

g$ for which send me a

and a list of
e Senatorial Special Edition Neo. 1

for which you are to

good names in your possession, at

....................................
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NEXT WEEK:

SOCIALISM SPECTAL EDITION, . -
FEATURING HEYWOOD BROUN - e

'THE AMERICAN FREEMAN, GIRARD, KANSAS

~ One Doller by the Year (50c per year in clubs of four or more)

agivi

power-driven machin-

of eypensive
ery -opersted by labor, which

ergted by wage la
i the central festure of productive

capitalism, datés from a little after|

?} middle of the eightsenth century.
om the textils and metal trades
in which it began it spreed to other
lines, -and from its  hirthplace in
mﬁtn’d it gpread to other countries,
until nowadgys it dominates nedrly
sll branches of manufacturing, min-
ing, building, and transportatioh in
wbst parte of the civilizéd world.
No other method of preduction has
over - haew capable of yielding so
lgrpe a surplus .to- the possessing
class, and by the reinvestment of,
pért 6f this surplus it is centinually
extending to a wider sphere. For
vaEibUE veakons it is not so easily
introduced into ggriculture as into
the other lines of ‘Pproduetion. While
industrial capitalism was *growinﬁ
and waturing, farming remaine

technically backward and in the main:
non-capitalistic. But this does not
mean that it escaped the influence
of the new system: In sevéral ways
it w-? being encroached upon and
preyed upon by the capitalist in-

A Nibbling Attack

First of all, there was a sort of
nibbling process, by which one kind
of work after another was taken
away from the farm and made into
a capitalistic industry. Up to the
time of the Civil War it was a com-
mon thing for farmers to slaughter
their besasts, salt or otherwise pre-
pare part of the meat, and sell these
products, as well ag fresh meat in
sides or quarters, to ¢onsumers or
tradesmen in neigﬁboring towns. All
this has long ceased to be farm
wérk. In its place wé .have the
packing industry in "a high stege
of capitalistic developmeént. Farmers
.or their women folk uszed to make
most of the nation’s butter and a
large part of its cheese. Today prac-
tically sll the cheese and far the
greater part of the butter are turned
out by manufacturing establishments.
Other instances might be cited.
Every such change meant a growth
of capitalist industry and a shrink-
ing of the scope of small-scale agri-
culture. )

.Threefold Espioitation

Kecord, and move important, with
the growth of large cities and the
spreading of agriculture over wider
areas, direet connection between pro-
ducers and consumers of farm pro-
duce was -cut off, and thiz gave capi-
{a] two opportunities to exploit agri-
culture from the outside. Between
the farmers and the ultimate pur-
chagers of his goods stand the trans-
portation agencies ‘and the commer-
cial middlemen, both thoroughly cap-
sitalistie. - In the. farmers’ dealings
with ‘each of these, compétition is
very = oné-sided. . The farmers are
imviensely numerous, and their in-
-dividual’ means are small; they need
to sell or to ship their produce much
more urgently than the railways
need to catry it or ‘the dealers to
buy it. . Wheréever
competition exists, there is the pos-
sibility of intensivé exploitation. The
spread between what the farmer gets
and - what the consumer pays is a
measyre.of thit exploitation, which
enriches great capital. and has done
much to impoverish the small-scale
farmers. . :

Third, most farmers are, debtors.
The meén who first took up the land
seldom - had the means both to buy
it amnd provide the necessary im-
provéments. Some of them were able
to clear off their debts; oftener, in
order to .add to their eguipment as
methods and conditions changed, they
had to -increase the debt almost . if
not quite as fast as the farm rose
in value. Here again, numerous rel-
atively small borrowers face compar-
atively few and rich financial con-
cerns. It is the debtors’ need rather
than the creditor’s eagerness to lend
that dictates terms. If things go
well, the farmer may ecarry his in-
debtedness; but a single year of crop
failyre or of exceptionally low prices
may wipe out the gain of several
good years; for the creditor’s claim
takes precedence of the owner’s, and
every default piles interest on top
of interest. Imevitably, once a gen-
oral decline has set in, an ever
larger share of the wealth that the
farmer produces has to go to the
bankers. : ,

- A few Figures

Hére a¥¢ a feéw figures that show
the effect of these forms of capi-
talist - enerowchment ér éxploitation

such one-sided)

even ~before capital to any consid-
erable extent actually engaged in
agricultural produstion: C

Growth of Ténanoy.—Our statis-
tics begin with 1880. There is no
doubt that tenant farming was al-
ready on the increase before that
year; from then on we ean. trace it.
In 1880, out of every thousand
farms, 745 wers worked “by their
owners and 255 by tenants. By 1900,
the number of owning farmers had
fallen to 647 in the thousand and
the number of rent-payers had risén
to *353. [Economists of the ‘“keep
smiling” school -assured us that this
was really an upward social - ten-
dency, that the additional tenants
were formerly landless men who had
got land and would eventually own
it. The test of this theory came
when the whole number of farms
began to decline. By 1925 the num-
ber of ténants per thousand
grown to 386, and the number of
owning farmers had gone down to
614. ut in the last five years of
that period, while the tenants in-
ereagsed in absolute as well as rela-
tive number the number of farmers
who owned the land they worked
has diminished by 84,000. Complete
figures for 19830 are not at hand,
but it is officially stated that the
same process has continued. ' Ob-
viously tenants are not becoming
owners, but just the reverse.

Growth of Debt.—Of all farms
worked by their owners, 28 percent
was under mortgage in 1890, more
than 30 percent in 1900, more than
33 percent in 1910, at least 41 .per-
cent in 1920, and certainly the fig-
ures for 1930 will be larger still
when we get them. -

Debts secured by farm mortgages

represented over 27 percent of the

value of the mortgaged farms in
1910, over 29 percent in 1920, and
about 42 percent in 1925.

The aggregate indebtedness of the
farmer class was officially estimated
six years ago at twelve and a quar-
ter billions of dollars, and the vearly
interest on it at not less than three-
quarters of a billion. :

Size of Farms.—It is often as-
serted that there is no such ten-
dency tc consolidation in agriculture
as therc iz in industry. In proof of
this it is pointed out that the aver-
age size of all farms in the country
has changed very little in fifty years,
now rising and now falling between
a low point of about 134 acres and
a high point of about 148,

Such averages are often deceptive.
In this case a slight and irregular
variation of the average masks a
steady change.

Comvaring the situation in 1925

with that of 1900, and grouping all
farms under three heads—Iless than
50 "acres, from 50 to 250 acres, and
250 acres or more—an examination
of the figures gives this result:
Small . farms increased in relative
number, from 337 to 379 in the
thousand: large farms likewise in-
creased, from 92 to 102 in the thou-
sand: while farms . of medium . size
became velatively.less numerous; the
ratio falline from 571 in the thou-
sand to 519. - — EETIEES I

The changes .are not very- greéat,
but they have some  significance.
Economic evolution is here “playing

iboth ends against the middle,” and

doing it in a persistentyway, slowly
working toward the elimination of
just that type of farm, so far as
size is concerned, which best repre-
sents the old ideal of the independ-
ent working farmer. g

If we Put these thre¢ tendencies
together-—steadv decline ir the pro-
portion of medium size farms: de-
crease in the number of farms owned

by the men who work them, and
steady increase in the burden
debt on -farms that are still so

owned—we get a vivid idea of what
is going on, not just at the moment,
but as a continuous process. In
view of such facts, it is either mid-
summer madness or sheer dishonesty
to talk of restoring the farmers to
the economic and social position they
occupied a couple of generations ago.
As well talk of doing away with
steel mills and textile mills and re-
instating the hand loom, the spin-
ning. wheel, and the village smithy.
If capitalism continues to dominate
the fields of industry, commerce, and
finance, it will continue to exploit
the working farmers, driving some
of them off the land and leveling the

rest down toward a condition of |

virtual peonage, and it will also con-
tinue’ and accelerate its direct inva-

A Fight to

the Finish

E. Haldémvan-Julius’ candidacy for United States Senator from Kan-

sas will bé a fight to the finish. Every issue of The

Freeman will ex-

plain and emphasize the economic principles which The Freeman editor

regards as most mmportant in this campaign.

This : campaign is of na-

tional as well as Kansss interest, and we urge our readers to help by
joining the Haldéman-Julius for U. 8. Senator Club. You can join this
club simply by sending us a dollar for four Freeman sub cards, good for
25 wéeéks each, or by sending a dollar to be used under Method No. 8

for mailing out extra copies of The

Freeman to good Kansas names on

our book lists. - Help in this campaign of real education, which offers an
exceptional hearing for our ideas, by joining the Haldeman-Juliug for

U. S. Senator Club at once. Please use the blank below:
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sion of the agrieultural field.

. Lerge Farme and Small

The factory farm is of course not
identieal with the large farm. ~ It
may in fact be either emall or large,
and either the small or the large
farm may or may not be of the
factory type.

What figure in  the statistics as
large are of various sorts. - A good
many of them are simply tracts of
many thousands of acres, practically
without improvements, on which. vast
herds of cattle or flocks of sheep
range and graze, under the care of
a relatively small force of hired
“gowboys” or ‘“sheep men.” While
the relation of employer and wage
workers prévails here, the s&me can

énterprise, -any more than it is a
typical farm. Small farms are like-
‘wise -of ‘diverse kinds, and some of
them are really not farms at all—
for example,” the summer boarders’
farm, whote principal interest ig not
agricultural, but which may ‘sell the
$500 worth -of produce which brings
it within the c¢énsus definition; or
the -wellsto-do city man’s country
place, which only incidentally pro-
duces for the market. How numer-
ous' theése are, we do not know.
The majority of the very small
farms, no doubt, are well repre-
sented. by the holdings of a large
part of the cotton and tobacco grow-
ers of the South. Cultivated usually
by renters, sometimes by debt-ridden
owners, .they of course employ very
little wage labor., Their. equipment
is poor, théir methods are antiquated,
and it is only by excessively hard
labor that- their ecultivators make a

compared with' the sweatshops in
industry, which are able to drag out
'a lingering existence side by side
with the up-to-date factory.

) . The Factory Farm .

There is a type of small farm,
however, which is quite at the other
end of the scale in respect to the
modernness of its technique., Tt is
in this size register that the factory
farm first successfully established
itself. Tt plays a large and steadily
increasing role in many specialties
that have been split off from general
agriculture—among them the produc-
tion of flowers, of fruits and vegeta-
bles for the table and for the can-

milk. Tt may comprise only a very
few acres, and the natural quality
of the land is usually of less im-
portance than the location. On these
few acres there is a highly expen-
sive equipment, consisting not so
much of machinery as of sﬁaily
.designed buildings,  glass, ting
plant, water system, electric wiring,
and so forth. There is a large ex-
pénditure for scientifically regulated
feeding of animals or for intensive
fertilization which amounts to a con-
tinual remaking of the soil.  Such
enterprises vary greatly in magni-
tude. - Many of themny employ only
one or two hired workeérs; but as in
industry, there is a tendency for
the larger ones to survive and avew
larger still.

.As a further step in the same
direction, ¢orporations - which use
farm products are now.reaching ‘out

and taking possession of the farm.
‘Canning ecompanies: own * végetable
farms and run them on capitalist
lines. Some rastaurant chains have
thezr_ow‘n farms for theé production
of milk and eggs. Milk distributing
compghies; besides spreading hori-
zontally :into. the: businéss of manu-
faptunpg condensed and évaporated
milk; vice "cream, and similar prod-
ucts, have entered the field of dairy
farming. ’ .
One company farm, mnear New
York, has more than 1,500 cows. A
part of its equipment, installed late
in 1930, is an almost automstic ma-
chine which takes fifty cows at a
time and washes, dries, and milks
them in twelve and a half minutes.
Arthur H. Hyde, Secretary of Agri-
culture, speaking at its- dedication,
said: “This farin iz industrialized,
mechanized, automatized to the nth
degree. Here the cows are produc-
ing machines, through which the raw
materials are fed from the field to
the milk bottle.” A good many thou-
sand dairy farmers who produce for
metropolitan market' are wondering
what is going to happen to them.
And Another Sort
. The other type of capitalist farm-
ing, - characterized by: vast acreage
as well as costly equipment, is grow-
ing by leaps and bhounds. Thus far
it -is. almest confined to wheat pro-
duction, but in view of inventions
that -are already being made, it
would not be rash -to predict that
within- a few years it will extend
to the growing of eorn, cotton, sugar
cane, sugar beats, and other staple
erops.. - s :
The -outstanding example is Thos.
D. Camphbell’s farm in Montana,
started in 1918. It consists of 95,-
000 .acres (over 148 square miles)
of which about half is under crop
each year. Equal in area to at.least
three hundred average wheat farms
of the usual type, it .is operated by
a force of wage workeérs: numbering
fifty through eight moenths of the

- year and rising to 250 at the peak.
| Leaving ample margin for possible

error, it may be said-that the amount
of labar-time: pér acre is less than
half what is requived on an ordinary
farm. - The ecost of -equipment is
Huge
ag is the lump sum, it is but half

{the corresponding - investment per

gcre on the average farm. Though
the price of wheat should fall' far
below -any point it hes yet touched,
Mr. -Campbell would atill make &
profit on- every bushel.

. Camphell’s is now but oné of many
such - giant ferms in the West, and
more will .be atarted -esch year:
There -is ‘room for -several thousand,

1but each -will kill: a couple .of hun-

dred independent fasinsy«plenty of

| r6am at the top,” but a deadly pres:

suve on the folk at the base of the
pyramid. The listing of securities
of - farm -corpovations on ‘ths New

| York Exchange is: being discussed.

a propf that -edpital thinks well of
the new devslopment.. That farmens
are azwake to its mendce iz shown
by the faet that oné state -hgs al:
law - giming: to-pres

o2 | vent “chain ia,min&”-iuxd*othe:sﬁ'
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hardly be called a typical capitalist]

very meager living. They may be

nery, of poultry and eggs, and of|

in the manner of the vertical trast

preparing to féllow suit.” Such leg-
slation: will be precisely.as effective
as the Federal Anti:Trust Law.
Inept Advisers - -

Plenty of advice, most of it very
inept, is being given: té the farm-
ery. Sonie tell them to diversify their
crops, others-to specialize. Diversi-
fication ‘- would -lesgen the risk that
comés from putting ‘all the eggs into
one basket, but it would also mean
less income. for theve who practiced
it. . Those farmers .who most improve
their technique will fare better than
such as cling to primitivé methods;
but the more efficient agriculture be-
comes, ‘the fiercer 'will be the- com-
petitive struggle,. in which capitalist
farms have a decisive advantage.

T. Swann Harding, bureau chief
in the department of agriculture, in
a magazine article published early
in 1930, said that. “we have only
about 80,000 efficient farmers, and
we are doing our best to. make the
other 5,700,000 as efficient as the
minority.” But, he went on, if we
should succeed -in" doing - this, over-
production would be so increased that
only about one million farmers could
exist. Alexander H. Legge, former
chairman of the United States Farm
Board, has  .declared: with brutal
frankness that “There are too many
farmers.” Addressing the American
Association of . Mortgage Bankers at
Detroit, he urged them -to use their
power to speed up the consolidation
of farms, so as to- ‘“make one bor-
rower a good rigk where you now
have two or. three bad ones.” That
is hardly a satisfactory solution of
the farmers’ problem. -

-~ Business mren; college professors,

 and- politicians (the President among

them) tell the farmers to curtail
production. There are only two fatal
flaws in this piece of wisdom. For
one thing, how are six and a half
million farmers going to make sure
that all curtail in like proportion?
If not, those who limit their output
will have less tosell and those who
do not will prevent the rise of prices.
In practice, whenever this cry for
diminished production is raised, the
effect is to delude the farmers into
believing that prices are going to
rise, and thus to tempt them to
raise bigger instead of smaller crops.
But even if all American farmers
could be got to restrict their produe-
tion, ‘they would not profit by it.
This is an exporting country., Sell-
ing prices are fixed by competition
in the world market. ' Curtailing the
American product would raise prices
for the Canadian, Squth American,
and Australian farmers as much as
for ourselves; but while they would
get the better price on their- usual
output, American farmers would get
it only on a smaller’ amount.

Collective bargaining by such or-

»iimizatiOns as :the Grain Growers’

ssociation and .-the Diarymen’s
League has been of .some benefit to
their members. Without it they
would have been. even worse off than
‘they are. But it is.unable in the
long run to prevent the glutting of

a hand, buying hundreds of millions
of bushels of wheat and holding it
Lout in the hope of raising the priee.
Alas, the ..pxic,efgilrwem dewn and
'the Farm Board was 'left holding
the bag. The futility of the scheme
ought to have been seen without so
costly an experiment. ' An’ import-
ing country can raise prices, at the

of the protective "tariff. ~ An ex-

porting country :cannoet. d¢ the trick

unless, as is..the case. with Brazil

in the matter of coffee ‘production,

it has no formidable competitors.
What’s to Be .Done?

As was said at the outset, the
Socialists do not pretend:to have an
elixir of life for small-scale agri-
culture, mnor do they’ believe that
anyone else has; and they do not
despise palliatives, provided they are
real ones and are mnot offered as
panaceas. The -old individualistic
agriculture is ‘doomed. Large-scale
production with labor-saving machin-

ery must take its place. The ques-
tion is: Shall agriculture be capi-
talized or shall it be socialized?

Shall the change enrich a few and
depress the many, or shall it benefit
all? And there is also the problem,
How to mitigate the suffering that
the change is now bringing upon
the farmers? : .
Socialization of the railways would
help. The contrast between freight
rates on the government railways
in Canada and those chafged by our
own privately’ owned system is an
object” lesson thdt should mot be
overlooked. - -
Cooperative organization of farm-
ers, not only to nrarkét their pro-
duce, but to run giant farms of their
own, would help immensely. But it
must be combihed with consumers’
purchasing cooperatives, 'so as to link
the interests of the vural and the
urban masses by splitting middle-
men’s profits betweem them. Legis-
lation. to facilitate such otganized
mutual aid would be much more in
order than futile laws against giant
farming. - ‘ e T
Cutting down protective tariffs
would help materially. “The tariff
protects only great ecapitalist inter-
ests, and burdens working farmers
and city wage workeis alike. -
Trrelevant as it may at first seem,
such’ measures as’ unemployment in-
surance, shortening of the workday,
and prohibition of child labor would
help. - For *tens' ‘of "thousands of
farmeérs and hundreds of thousands
of farmers’ sons and daughters atre
on the verge of becoming wage-
wotkers, and everything that betters
the condition of the industrial work-
ing class will bénefit the farmers
as well. - i ot RN
Tt is viet cur task -hére to draw up
a ‘program. -The dégéntial ‘thing s
that the two clagses shonld rvecog-
fige their  community: of interest,
come to -understanfl - emch - other’s
probléms,  work  out- their comwion
program; and join:férces for theéir
common good. TN !

A DISPOSITION: to- believe - is < fré-
quently associated ‘with a readiness
to be decéived. - %

SOME men are bett;,ez;::;'nd sotie #6
worse than theéir beles. - . - -

. ‘MaMMoN rulés e church:

‘the market. So the government took.

‘éxpense of its consumers, by means,

RELIGION is & stranger fietion,

AMERICAN Dbanking is a crying
scandal. Pio o/

;e ——————
War pEBTS:  History’s receipts for
past stupidities. e

the policeman’s 'clu-’b._

WHEN MAN dethrones. the gods,
he will énthrone man. = ’

. CHaRITY begins at’ home—but ends

in the priegts’ coffers. : :
THE CHURCH has been shaméless in

capitalizing humsn grief. - !

WHO sAYS it is & sin to doubt the
priest? Why, the priest says it.

EVERY worker ot of a job should
be out of patiénce with. eapitaliam.

THE WORKERS fight wars, pay for
wars and are further enslaved by
wars. - < «

WHE RASKOB speaks, th¢ Demo-
cratic party dances—didn’t he pay
for it? : - :

and Mellon,

Raskos, Democrat, )
Republican—where’s the real dif-
ference?

THERE is plenty of wisdom in the
world; but there are. not enough
wise men. :

Every worker should be able to
have the best there is 'in modern
education. ; ;

 THE AMERICAN FREEMAN believes
in fearless expoturés of our polit-
ical frauds.

LiserTY depends on substitutin
planned production and distribution
for pratical profits.

CAPITALISM is in collapse. It won’t
work. Only socialized industry will
set the wheels turning again.

A vicTory for The Freeman eéditor
in Kansas will be a vietory for the
exploited wage slaves of the entire
nation.

KANsAs politicians say Wall Street
money can defeat The Freeman ed-
itor. We say in reply that Free-
man broadsides, circulated by The
Freeman Army, can deféat Wall
Street’s dirty money.

1 dollars
in Wall Street to defedt The Free:
man editor for the U. S. Senate will
be counteracted by The Freeman
Army paying for circulating at least
& half million: Freeman broadsides
early in the campaign.

COLLECTING a half million

' WE FEEL confident that before
many months 5lip by the Haldeman-
Julius for U. : S. Senator Club will
ave 3t laast 5000 members. They
Tt is easy to join. All you .need do
is to order four sub cards at 25¢
each, or send 4t least $1: under
Method. No. 3. T A

WHEN The Freeman editor’s nomi-
nation papers are circulatéd in Kan-
sas, in order to gét his name on the
ballot legally, we intend to employ
‘a new ‘wrinklé. TEach. person . whe
circulates the petitions. jwill. be asked
to have on hand circulation subscrip-
tion blanks in ordef. if .get .each
signer to become a régular reader of

We intend -t¢ pass up nothing in
the fight to put The Freeman editor
in the U. S. Senate. )

MR. HoovER must be very consid-
erate. Firm, too. Resisting man-
fully the idle and sentimental clamor
coming from certain “undesirable
citizens” that Congress e called in
extraordinary - session to do- some-
thing for the 10,000,000 of unem-
ployed, Hoover ‘would not, at a crit-
ical time like this—when the profit
stream is running thin—permit the
Congress to disturb the minds of
Big Business. Yes, sir, he iz very
considerate, Is it not so?

You kNow how hope springs eter-
nal? Well, in our more expansive
moods we catch ourselves wondering
whether it is too much to-hope that
capitalism will prove to Be the:last
refuge and stronghold of the world’s
respected robhers. It weuld seem
that -after all these  thousands of
years, even since the beginning of
civilization, that it is about time the
so-called advanced nations, taken by
and large, were attaining d tolerably
dignified and decent stage of culture.
Maybe Soviet ‘Russia will' be vper-
mitted to .demonstrate the possibility
of an honest civilization. - :

HoweveR great and .apparently
overwhelming ~the odds against the
working class aay be, in'its strug-
gle for eniancipation, it hag this
final, fixed, and matural advantags:
the continuwed -existénce of organ-
ized -society—mnot to say Fuman life
itself—depends upon it. It c¢annot
be annihilited without annihilating
civilization. The wmaster class, on
the contrary, can be eudsily dispensed
with and its continued existence
must depénd upsh its béhavior ahd
its capaeity to performt some ac-
ceptable social function. Teo the
workerg of the world the very gods
must ultimately bow!

Noﬂcs&;ru "“KANSAS Vorgks: Free-

the nomination and -election of The
Fréiman editér to the U, 8. Senate,
will be expected, af the roper time,
to cireulate  nomination

Many ' thousands of signatyres will
kave to be dollected. Sucl patitions
will be -distributed at the right time.

der to facilitate this work we
ate ﬁearingt from

In

auss the ﬁ?tu
‘ E$Ed vy

CAPITALISM int the énd rests: ond

{The Freeman.

will be scatteved from coast to coast.|-

The Freeman during the eampaign. |

man veadérs in Kandas, who favor ||

petitions, |

LT - !!!!m‘ i |-

ONE WAY TO HELP

Freemian readérs have be-
gun to send in their renewals,
regurdless of when their sub- .
scriptions expire. Some are re-
newing for one year at $1; oth-
ors.-are sénding renmewals for -
more than one year. Several

- dame-in for five years. This s
being done by our loyal readers
m corder to bring additionsl
funds to The Freemean in fight-
ing the libel suit of the Moore
ring. We hope to hear from
many more readers. )

B HeSosmazJatisa

TO LABOR .UNION READERS!

As no paper in America fights for
the interests of labor mniore persist-
ently and
American Freeman, we suggest that
all our readers who are members of
labor unions bring this paper to the
attention of meetings of their unions.

The next timeé your local union
meets, ask for the privilege of telling
them about The Freeman and—this
is important—urge that the union
as a body subseribe for The Freeman
for each of its members.

This will bring us solid clubs of
yearly subs. It will enable you to do
a tremendous stroke of work for
It will be entirely
worth while for the unions, as thelr
members will ‘be reading the very
latest and soundest news and ideas
about the movements of labor and
the. movements of labor’s enemies in
.this eountry and abroad. .

By following this suggestion, our
union readers can bring us in several
hundred yéarly subs in one order.
And remember that The Freeman
is only fifty cents a year in clubs
of four or more. This means that
a union of two hundred members
can place every member on The Free-
man list for a year at a cost of only
one hundred dollars. Please remem-
ber to wrge this action. ot the very
next meeting of your local union.

Is Needed to Fight Bunk

I feel certain that with a man of
the caliber of The Freeman editor
in the U. S. Senate, the “piffie” and
“bunk” brigade would experience a
decided shock. In other words, a
decent human being, in view of all
the evidence, is compelled to believe
that our U. S. is -a nation of thieves
with the capitalistic parties at Wash-
ington umpiring the job. We need
Haldeman-Julius down by the Po-
tomac, and need him bad. I sincerely
hope - that the good people of the
- State of Kansas will land Haldeman-
Julius in the . Senate with a tidal
wave of votes.—W. A. Stolley, Mich.

'VIOLENCE AGAINST THE
WEST VIRGINIA MINERS

“Beat ’'em up!” This vicious old
slogan in labor wars is being ap-
.plied "by coal operators and their
gunmen guaids against the striking
coal ‘miners ‘in_ West Virginia.

. In a tent colony of a mining vil-
‘lage mear Charleston, W. Va., strik-
ers are sheltering themselves after
‘having been evicted from the com-
.pany houses. Andy Climov, with
four fellow strikers, went to bring
J.away their clothes from their former
.homes, when they were met by the
kmine superintendent and a mine
{guard. ‘ @

Climov was called away from the
group and led up the railroad track.
Reéaching 'a bridge, the guard ran
swiftly across, then turned and with
pointed . gun demanded that Climov
walk adcross with his hands up.
Fearing for his life, Climov refused;
when the mine superintendent, who
was drunk, ran up and beat Climov
about the head with a rifle barrel.
One rib was broken, the face was
smashed cruelly and a deep wound
was inflicted in the back.

Climov ran for his life, amid the
shouts of fellow workers who had
been drawn by the struggle, and he
reached the tent colony. The mine
superintendent came to the tent
colony half an hour later and wanted
to carry to the hospital, as he put it,
the “scab you men beat up.” Climov
hid during the night and the next
‘morning was taken to Charleston.
A warrant was issued for the
mine superintendent’s arrest—but in
West Virginia the coal operators
‘rule. It is to challenge this brutal
rule that ‘the present strike of the
West Virginia Miners’ Union—an in-
dependent ' organization —is being
waged.

intelligently than The|

Kansas Politicians Worried
Kansas politicians are frankly puz.
zled by The' Fréeman editor’s eam-
paign for U. S. Senator.

Theé  Freeman is showing thém
isiml’tt!!e new “wrinkles” in the political
eld. - Cl
" They até beginning to grew.alarm.
&d .over the unusual spectacle of
Américans from Maine to Califérnia
coming to. the aid of a candidate 'in
Kansas. Of course; - The Freeman

editor ecounted on this-allalowg, and

now he is finding even more suppdrt
than he dared hépe for. " K
The fight in Kansag will énd with-
the counting of ballots. Kamsas will
decide that, ¢f course, but don’t for--
get you stand-pat politicians, that
citizés in New York, California,
Georgia, Alabama and the rest of
the states, will have something to
say about the cutcdme. Thay won't
vote, but they will help make .votds.
How? By fighting wtith dollar bills.
Wall Strest leaders will use hun-
dreds. of thousands . of dollars to
defeat The Freeman editer. .
Already they are being asked to-
supply the funds to remove the men-
ace of Haldeman-Julius’ radigalism.
Very ' well, you plutes, but there's
more to the fight than that. ..
Honest citizens everywhere are
going to join in a different kind of
a campaign to help put. The Freéman
editor in the Senate, They will sénd-

their dollars to pay for sending Free-
man campaign broadsides to Kanses
voters. * And they will be cheap.

Only 2¢ per bullet. A mere $1 will
gay for reaching 50 Kansas citizens.
2 will pay for 100. $5 will pay for
250. $10 will pay for 500. $20 will
pay for 1,000. And so én.

We have plenty of tims to. ges
the campaign ofganized and we are
already hard at work, o we feel
confident about the result—the work
will be thorough, sound and produe-
tive, and if we continue as planied
we may be sure that E. Haldemsn-
Julius will be the next junior Sen-
ator from Kansas. And won't that
be pleasant news for Wall Strest!

Of course, they'll answer with stiil’
more money during the présent esm-
paign, but we will be in position to
print extra broadsides and leave it
to our readers everywhere to advance
the money needed to get these mes-
sages to the voters of XKansas. One
dollar spent that way will do. mere.
“harm” than a hundred dollars spent
by the plutes to whip The Freeman
editor.

No wonder the politicians are
alarmed. They know they are up
against a new kind of political tech-
nique and they don’t feel right about

it. . :
Let’s add to their discomfort by
piling up the campaign reserve now,
with a view to making the September
26 Haldeman-Julius Senatorial Spe-
cial Edition No. 1 a smeshing suc-
Cess. ;
Let’s try to. make .it at least
100,000. This will cost $2,000, figur-

ing the papers and mailing‘_cfhug‘ea-
at only 3% ach. Then Shem we

come to Campaign Editien Neo. 2,
,ggging November, we’ll: aim for 250,»
As there will be at least six Cam-
paign Special Editions between now
and - the election in 1932 we shall
strive to make the last campaign
edition big enough . to reach every
man and woman in the entire .state.
Of course, that’s aiming for a.pretty
hard target, but by planning intelli-
gently now the job ean be done.
Thus, the September 26 edition-is

lan important key in the strategy

of the campaign.
en we say we want to .sead
out 100,000 copies we are not asking
for the impossible. That is only
40,000 more than the Aug. 1 Halde-
man-Julius for U. S. Senator Special
Edition. It can be done, if Freeman.
ites get busy now and send in what
they can spare under Method No. 3.
State in your letter that the remit-
ance ig to be used for sending Sena-
torial Campaign Edition No. 1 te
good Kansas names. We will put
aside the money and use it when the
Sept. 26 issue is ready for distri-

bution.
Needless to say, the t. 26 Sen-
aforial Special Edition No. 1 will

be full of strong political editorials
from the pen of The Freeman editor.
He will restate his political philoso-
phy and show that only the radieal
economic program can give real and
lasting relief to the victims of capi-
talistic exploitation. .

THE PRIEST is the successor of the
witch doctor ‘- and . uses. much- the
same tricks.

THE MoSsT successful religibn is
that which does the fanciest lying.

I Am a Socialist.”

striking angle.

q—
—

o

helping to circulate the Socialism
wethéd marked below.

Method No. 2.
names, to whom you will

NEme .ovieiiiieiinieniriinraneis

ORDER BLANK FOR SOCIALISM SPECIAL EDITION
(September 5) ’ '

“The American Freeman, Girard, Kansas y _
I agres¢ with you that the American people should
clear understanding of the Socialist movement and philogophy.

Method No. 1. 1 .am enclosing $.........
bundle of copies - (minimum order 50 copies) of the Socialism
Special Edition of September 5, at the rate of 2¢ a copy. = -

I am enclosing $......... s
send the Socialism Special Edition of Sep-
tembeyr 5, at the rate of 2¢ 2 name (minimum list 50 names).

. Method No. 3. 1 am enclosing $ » ?
send oapies (minimum order 50 copjes) of the Sociglism Spe
cigl Edition to good names in your possession, at the rate of 2¢ a copy.

testsset e

Heywood Broun Next Week!

. In. our next week’s Socialism Specia]l Edition, the feature article will
be by the celebrated writer, Heywood Broun, whose subject will be “Why
I | Broun is one of the most clever and sensible writers
in” America today; noted as a columnist, as a wit, as a critic.and as 2
pocial rébel; one who presents the Socialist message. from-.a fresh and
Another feature of ‘the Socializm Special . Edition—out
next week—will be an article by Mayor Daniel W, Hoan of Milwaukee on
“Socialism and the City.” Hoan has been the Socialist mayor of Milwaukee
for many years and has most interesting facts to relate. Order extra
copies now by using the blank below. o : o : -

—_—

o

have a full and
hil T am-
Special Edition and am using the

for which send me 2
and a last of ......

........ .. for which you are to

o
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glad .of the chance to send $2 for the|IlL, into action to %h‘e ext‘el:tcu of ’5{’ the hands of each and e Ty ntle Wl"1“h Freeman cditor, true to his|Zamerica has Jong been  motorious, Towered y see that some of the smaller states
senatorial campaign. She also sends|which makes him a member of the|in Kansas! SO Very. voter (f }eel‘:nln will “fight for fair| Waves of indignation against this {700 h. : L have stepped up a bit. Thus Déla-
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from ‘sendig $1° for the editor’s cam-|Order four sub cards at 2Bc oach of Kansas, the jumping-off place of |government, the correction of blue the old game is resumed. = . ‘and_investment to cover the cost of |not go on to the hundred mark?
paign. ) send at least $1 to Method No. 3. the old civilization! . [laws, the elimination of censorship, | ““pon R0 P city governments Production. After paying debts and| 'This week's “report shows New
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Howg, 8. Dak.; Leon A. Roessner, Mich,[Y0u help in this_word-of-mouth. eam- | patriot and martyr, John Brown, of | Other steps needed to-make the U. S.
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ing $1,.~ ... ... .
. J. Lovick, N. Y., sends $1.50 under
Method . No. 3 -to help distribute the
‘gald.emag;,]'u;ius_ Senatorial Special Edi-
101, s .
. “I wish I could buy more than eight
sub cards, but this is the best I can
do. ‘Enelosed find $2,” ‘writes Horace E.
Andrews,’ Maine, R ) ' :
N. B. Fridter; "N.'¥., ‘sends $1 for a
club of subs whichle puts on The

Freeman: list, $t for the libel suijt, and | J

81 under Method

Ray:Lilua, Ill, helps the libel fight
with-an ‘order-for four sub cards. The
libel ‘suit also.brought $1¢from Martin

Tew, Ariz., under Method No. 3.

Clubs. .of four .subs were received
from: . Silob- Zwar, I.; .C. A. Brook-
shire,  S. pak.;. Floyd A. Clark, Pa.;
Clsus Ernst, Neb.; Frank Palmer, N. J.

0. C. Vollum, Calif., paid $2 to send
100 copies of the Haldeman-Julius for
Senator’ “Special Edition to Kansas
voters. .

Mrs. Anna Kirn, Md., renews her sub
and forwards an additional dollar to
pay  fof "someone who can’t afford to
reng¢w his or her subseription.

A.'H. Warnke,” Wis., is another com-
rade. who wants to see The Freeman
editor: work -:for humanity in the Sen-
ate, . He .sends -§1 under' Method No. 3.

Henry Sather, ‘Minn., sends a second
remittance of '$1 to help in the Kan-
sas ‘struggle. “I.wish ypur great work
will ‘be ‘crowned with good. results,”
"he says. ax syt

Chas. L. F. Bridge, Mass., is 83 years
old, but not too old to be interested
in gocial guestions. He sends $1 under
Method No. 3 to 'help in the Kansas
campaign.

“I would. like to see you as Senator

No. 8

real plans to go still higher..

J." "'Mandl, Kans., sends  $1 uynder
Method No. 3 for the senatorial came-
paign. “Congratulations on your de-
termination to make the race for the
U. S. Senate,” he writes. “And here
is hoping the people of Xansas suc-
ceed in electing a really great man
to represent them in' that august body.”
_ Clubs of 10 subs were réceivad from:
Mrs. Lucy E. Sloat, Mich.; Mrs. Geo.
Lauver, Okla.; James Martin, N. Y.;
. W. Onions, Kans.; Mrs. B. H. Ulrey,
IL; Anton J. Kammiker, Jr.; Wis.;
R. Andrews, Calif.; Peter Major, Kans.;
Paul West, M. D., La.; Ralph Richeson,
Ala.; C. B. Flakoll, S. D.; Frank Draff-
korn, 11l )

Joseph E. Weodnick, Fla., sends $2
to help send The Freeman to Kansas
voters. “I feel that having The Free-
man distributed in Kansas will do
much more
deman-Julius to the Senate, than any-
where else distributed. He is the kind
of man- heeded today in our Congress.
I hope in the near future to be able
to help you more,’ he writes, '

. The_re’s nothing to be gained by talk-
ing vilence, so long as the fool - voters
have the ballot and refuse to use it
for their own interests. The. blame is
no one’s but the vietims of the sys-
tem. They are kept in ignorance. If
they would use their think.tanks they
would find a  way out of their slavery,]
and one of the most important steps
they could possibly tike would be to
put The Freeman editor in . the Senate.

F. A. Parker, Pa., joins the Halde-
man-Julius for ]
ing four sub cards at 95e each. If all
our more .than 20,000 vesders would ds
likewise we'd soon. be somewhere on
the road to achievement. W know we
are turning out a paper that deserves

from Kansas, so here is a dollar for

Not Only for the Farmers--
The meseage of this week’s Farmers’ Special Edition of The Freeman,
while concerned directly with the problems of agriculture, is not of intérest

2 Its clear and profound economic analysis should be
read -and should be studied by all workers, business men and professionsl

to  farmers -alone.

men. - The - country as a ‘whole canmot
bankrupt. “The. farmers: suffer from
the greatér number of America’s m
Special“Edititn 0f the tirost immense

by using‘g*gﬁ,erbﬁs!y “the :blank‘ below.

a million circulation, and there is only

be prosperous while the farmers are
the same evil system which -affliets
illions. - We consider this Farmers’
educational value. "Help ¢irculate it

ms—— — - Se—— n———

;

T

+

'Method No. 3. ‘1 am eénclosing

send ..ol

¢ial Edition to
Name .....
:iAdd*;essx ersenan .

Ci_ty

.

se e

~~ORDER BLANK FOR FARMERS’
‘ (Aagust 29)

The Arerican Frésman, Girard, Kaneas

' am sure that the Farmers’ Special Edition will be a valuable
contribution te social education in our time. I ing the me
marked belowto help in circylating extra copies of that edition..

Methéd No. 1. T am enclosing $ d v
bundle of ...... copies (minimum order 50 copies) of the Farmers’ (|
Svecial Edition of August 29, at the raté of 2¢ & copy. : o
. Method No. 2:" T am enclosing $ 1 eolsd
‘mges, to whom you will send the Farmers’ Spscial Editiem, &t the
ratg of 2¢.4 namé-(minimum list 50 names). «

... copies (minimum order 50 copies) of the Farmers’ Spe-
good names in’your possession, at the rate of 2¢ a copy.

SPECIAL EDITION

1 am using the method.

for which send ye @

.........

and a list of

...............

iiev.o... for which you ave to-

$

D R e e N U T N N S S PSSP Y

..........

{“Boys in Blue”

good toward electing Hal-!t

i the money to pay feor sending copies

Senator ‘Clib "By buy-|H

{dium for you to be of assistance in
The Freeman's great struggle for.
‘economie. justics. and industrial - san-'
iy, . :

in Blue” down over'the Mason
and Dixon line, to free four million
blagk, _chattel "slaves, than all thed
exhortions and writings of Wendell
Ph‘tlh_:ps, ‘William Lloyd Garrison and
Harriet Bescher Stowe! .

Kansas, the home of that militant
editor and publisher, J, A. Wayland,
who was hounded' - ts his death by
the profitsgrabbérst ™ - - :

Kansas, the home'of E, Haldeman-
Jultus,.’whom the- farmers and labor-
-ers will ‘send to the United States
Senate to pronounce, formulate, ini-
tiate and consummate legislation for
the welfare of all of the people!

A Word of Explanation

Method No..8 may not be familiar
o some of our new readers. We are
glad to explain it. - Method No. 3 is
used by Freemanites who are too
busy to go out for clubs of subs or
to increase The Freeman’s subscrip-
tion list in some other direct way,
for example ‘purchasing sub cards
for resale or gifts. ‘
_Such readers send. their remittance
direct to The I'reeman, specifying
Method No. 8, and we in turn use
of The Freeman to .good names on
our. list,-at the rate of 2¢ each.

. By this . means we weré able to
sendout: 60,000 copies of the Aug. 1
Haldeman-Julius for-Senator Special
Edition. For the present we are
applying all ‘Method: No. 3 remit-
tances to the Kansas field, owing to
the fact that The Freeman editor is
rumning for V. S. Senator from that
state -and wants to: place his eco-
nomic program before -as 'many Kan-
sas voters -as poessgible.

This -Kansas fight is a mational
fight, for the policies concern the
people everywhere. If it weren’t for
Method No. 3 we would be seriously
handieapped: in this campaign. Meth-
ad ‘No. 3 enables readers everwhere
to. help .in the .good work by cort
tributing- te the eause. Co

Perhaps yoil #&re-so situated that
you do not féel able, or think it
unwise, to do direct propaganda work |/
in- your community. .If such is the
case, -Method: No. 3 is the ideal me-

WN  editor .is not - a
' -there were other men
d; to -a pregram of
ism: in Kansas. he
aw- from the field.
'ﬂg RQ €, he ‘iS du&‘f ’Bo.undr
er of public- poliey, to keep:
> B0t & politieian. But

eproduced 2008 b

tims, 5
tenants. of thousands of small farms
ranging from
to the Mexican gulf, are in a pan-
icky
the great middle west are thought-
ful as well as alarmed. Ovex them
hangs the
shadow—of ,
farming with units of thousands of
acres to each farm.

SMALL FARMING DOOMED AS

" BIC FARMS* APPLY
INDUSTRIALISM

American Farme’r_szcliape Choice 6f

Working on State Farms or
" on Capitalist Farms

Individualiétic farming and its vie-
whether - the owners or the
the .Canadian border
in

state. The small farmers

shadow—and - grows the
modern industrialized

.The big farms .are emphasizing

‘the economic failure of the little
farms.
valley, s
are yielding less returns to  their
owners than the lands farther west
in Kansas and Texas and Oklahoma,
where the soil
moisture and weather conditions less
favorable—but. where there are im-
mense farms which profit from econ-
omy and the.mass production meth-
ods of city  factories. ‘
farmers have .proportionately a much
kigher
rates, more mortgages;.and they use
their land less extensively and stead-
ily than do the very big farm capi-
talists.

Rich lands in the Missouri
cultivated in small farms,

is poorer and the

The ..small

labor cost, higher interest

Industrial His.wr} Repeats ltsclf
- Ilustrating -the -contrast- between

farming on a.big and small scale,
there is W. J. Casey of: Dalhart,
Texas, who is known:-as “the corn
king of America.”
8,000-acre: farm. - Last year, he says,
he produced 100,000 bushels- of corn
and 2,000 acres of milo maize for
34 an acre. - This year he:-says that
he will produce 150,000 :bushels of
corn.
producing -grain .and other crops .in
such huge, .quantities, . Casey and
other  farmers like him—agricultural
capitalists—can  operate: far more
cheaply and that they. ¢an survive
.and make profits: under conditions
which spell-destruction for the farm-
ers working
320-acre farms. - . . ioc. o i
- “The evolution of- industry -will :be
repeated “in -agriculture,; which willl
become an industry: like others.
is becoming an indust¥y. -Just as
small factories .
the pressure of large industrial or-
ganizations; so: the. litle farms will
be forced to pass out and yield:the
fvictory to the:inevitable. - A small
individuael owner’ couldn’t tun a little!
 sbeel
%:‘é’ trémendous -United States Steel

rust.
vidual! farmiér compste -successfully
$-l with . the = big - farming  -indpstries
5] which are growing :in -the Middle
it~ | West and in the far West. -

Casey - has an

It is colessally . clear - that,

individually: 160. and
‘Tt
had to fall before

factory - in competition with

Neither ean the little indi-

-The solution for the. workers of

' Jindustey in- the -citias-is the -solu.
il F{ion which the small farmers must
-jadopt—or verish—as..economic units.
‘| They must turn’fo ¢ullectivism, Théy

y Bank of Wisdom, LLC

{would “be more ecfficient. .

Jjustice to the firemen- that is_long.

overdue. It is obvious,- too, that
working . eight hours  the - firemen
Not that
they do less than their best now;
but it is a tried and proved law in
any kind of activity that -shorter
hours increase -the fitness of: the
workers. Men are :net. machines.
They. must have rest:-and- leisure;
they must be able to come freshly
to the job. e :

Thousands of city employes have
an . eight-hour day.. Why not the
firemen also? New Yoork City fire-
men are now making a vigorous cam-
paign for the eight-hour day. Their
fellow firemen in other cities will
certainly make the same demand.
The public should heed this demand.
If the citizens won’t stop the graft
oof the political bosses, they should
at least support a movement for
decent conditions of city employ-
ment; especially as, in this instance,
it will really make for the greater
safety of the public.

PERJURED OXMAN DEAD,
MOONEY STILL IN CELL

Frank C. Oxman, the “honest cat-
tleman” of Oregon who lied' Tom
Mooney into a prison cell, died on
July 22—just five days beéfore Moo-
ney completed his fifteenth year of
imprisonment for a- crime he did
not commit. .

It was, said: Judge Franklin A.
Griffin before whom Mooney was

‘tried, Oxman’s testimony that turned

scaless of “Justice” against
Afterward it was learned
that the scales of *“Justice” had
been tampered with. Letters wére
discovered which Oxman had written
to Ed Rigall, a friend in Illinois,
telling - Rigall that there was “good
money in it” for him if he canie to
California and swore that he had
met Oxman in San Franciseo on the
day of the explosion.

Although™ Rigall actually made the
trip to San Francisco, he lost his
nerve, had compunctions, -and finally
turned over to the Mooney defenss
the letters he had received: That
was a little too late to save Mooney:
California law demies a2 man a mew
trial, even though subseéquént evi-
dence is revealed to show that his
trial ' was a mere mockery.

Several years latar more was dis-
covered about Oxman’s perfury. Earl
C. Hatcher, a  farmer living: hear
Woodlawn,  Calif;,

the
Mooney.

tleman™ swore in court,-he saw Tom

‘Mooney and ‘Wayren: Billings wyi- 4
teriously lugging -3 suitehse at the |
corner where the expldsion ntcudved: k

Now Oxman, -a perjurer, has died.
Tom Mooney, innotemt victim of ‘that

perjury, rémains in prisom o

. Ir 1DEAS ave judged by the company |

they -kesp, wé vided:only leok at: the
priest to rejeet”his iid_ed_ﬁ; ‘ :

FrEB diécussian
comzictions;" Loty

" RELIGION :1is ‘a ‘cancer,’

farmers.
keep the American farmers chained
to an economic system under which
the tillers of the soil cannot. possi-

.workers.

efforts toward relief,

over & hundred
miles from Ban Francisco, testified |
that Oxman was visiting him at the|*
very time when, a¢ the “honest cat-| o

means intelligent |§

.

hopeful - proposals . for helping the
Their whole aim is to

bly ' prosper.
Hardly a pretense has been made

by Hoover or his aides looking to

relief for the ten million unemployed
In face of the failure of
private charities and city and state
\ Hoover still
bitterly resists the need of federal
aid. He fights unempléoyment in-
surance, lies about it and denies
the need of it. He fights a genuine
system of federal employment ex-
changes. He fights all suggestions
that the masses of a distressed na-
tion be saved from starvation by an
increase of income taxes on the few
amazingly rich men who own and
rule America.

By a large program of federal
government aid, with special em-
phasis on a system of unemploy-
ment insurance and higher taxation
of excessive incomes, the suffering
of the American people could be
relieved. This one possibility of
real velief is rejected by Hoover,
who will not even consider it save
to denounce it in terms of unmeas-
ured ignorance and unscrupulous
faldehood. )

Again, what will be ‘done when
this crisis is past?
still operate in favor of the few rich
and will exploit the workers, the
farmers 'and many small business
men as it does now. The system
must be changed—and that too Hoo-
ver opposes with a feverish inten-
sity which is chiefly induced by the
fact that he has grabbed a fortune
of ten million dollars under this
;ystem of economic privilege for the
ew,

The majority of workers, farmers,
small professional and business men
have an unfair and hopeless struggle
under the system of momopoly and
privilege ~which Hoover miscalls
“ecomomic individualism.” A system
of socialized  justice, under which
all producers and wealth-earners will
be rewarded according to their ef-

‘forts—a system which will place the

¢ommon welfare above all demands
of private profit and advantage—
is the only salvation for the masses
of Anierica. :

THE PRIESTHOOD invented the soul
ghﬁt they might better enslave the
ody. )

PrRIVILEGE ﬂw_é;ys means pillage.

The systéem will |

We urge Army workers in
these two states to bring some hope-
ful figures into their places in the
column next week. ’

Alabama has. a good record for the
week, with 30 on and none off. And
California—we knew she would-—
redeems herself by having ‘a good
many more ons than offs this week.

This is a great ‘cause, comrades,
and we can win. We can keep The
Freeman’s circulation going UP and
UP and UP! So let’s turn around
and work harder ‘and aim higher—
and get there!

A Look Into the Futuré

We have learned an - important,
and reassuring, lesson from the Aug.
1 Haldeman-Julius for Senator Spe-
cial Edition, of which 60,000 copies
were circulated. .

We have found out, at compara-
tively small cxpense, that it is an
easy matter to reach the voters, and
that once they are reached it is also
very easy to get them to read about
the radical program proposed by The
Freeman editor.

For the present we are using the
names of Kansas book buyers, of
which we have many thousands.
These voters are familiar with our
Little Blue Books and we know that
they are not ignoring The Freeman’s
broadsides.

Later it will be just as simple to
get the name and address of every
registered voter in the State of Kan-
sas. Once we get the money to pay
the expense,” we shall be able to send
Freeman broadsides to every man
and woman on the liste, -

Uncle Sam’s postoffice department
will take care of that for us.

We must do this because we can=
not look for support from the capi-
talistic -sheets of the state. They
are bitterly opposed to The Freeman
editor. Their editorials reek with
malice and prejudice. But we too
can use the printing press, and after
all Kansas ‘hasn’t a very large
population, compared to other states.

The future holds great promise,
if we all measure up to our op-
portunities.

THE LONG history of papal errors
gives the lie ‘to' the 'dogma of an
infallible Pope.

THE MoRE foolish and baseless a
dogma, the more- loudly the priests
assert it. /- R

Hetp put The Freeman editor in
the U. S. Senste! :

ORDER
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. By George H. Shoaf
" When Genghis Khan - conquered
‘Asin and directed 'his ‘marauding
expeditions against Europe seven
hundred years ago . he. struck such
terror into the heaxts .of - the ‘people
he - conquered ' that - they literally
cowered in fear whenever his name
was mentioned. The preserice of his
standard- was enough te .impel all
beholders to their knees at the sight.
The people were so. ohsessed with an
inferiority complex that - they' sur-

~ Gluttons for

rendered themselves abjectly to every.

him of their conqueror or his
egents. . They were spineless, emas-
culated slaves. o o

It is related that during the sack-
ing of a certain city.one of Genghis
Khan’s. officers lined up twenty cap-
tives and ordered them to- their
knees with their ‘heads bowed for-
ward for decapitation. The captives
meekly obeyed -and were in position
to: be beheaded when the officer
found he had mislaid his sword.
Thereupon he commanded the doomed
to maintain their position while he
went after his sword. All obeyed
but one; he lived to tell the story
of the execution. | o

Those captives af the twelfth cen-
tury are not the only persons who
possessed an  inferiority complex.
They are not the only animals in
human form whose slavish instincts
overcame their ambition to be free:
Right now, in.this age and genera-
tion, the working. classes in the
United States seem to be about as
degenerate as human beings ‘can well
be; they seem to have no backbones,
no spirit or. spunk; no will to stand
up and assert themselves. It looks
like they prefer to slave for a mas-
ter class rather than work for them-
selves. They rejoice aloud when-
ever the masters see fit''to permit
them to work at such wages the
masters see fit to fix, and if their
conditions of labor are brutal and
inhumane they toil on ungrudgingly
like' slaves to the wmanner born.
When industry shuts down and they
are thrown into the streets jobless
and forlorn, they act like sheep
and_ accept charity like curs. Com-
petent observers declare that ap-
parently the average American
worker would not only submit un-
resistingly to. decapitation at the
hands of an arrogant plutocrat but
that he would consider. himself hon-
ored if said plutocrat, before using
the sword or .axe, would give him
a swift kick in -the pants.

RN Ignorance ‘Is Rampant -

; ‘Events since the beginning of the
economic depression have revealed an
appalling ignorance on the part of
the leaders of American public life;
those .events “have disclosed a- stu-
pidity and- lack of courage among
the  working glasses more dppalling
even than the ignorance of the lead-
ers. - The workers can be - excused
for their stupidity; no excuse that
will hold water ‘can be offered to
justify  their- seeming cowardice, Any.
of :‘the .animals -alleged to be of:a
lower: order than man: will take food
and .eat-.it when he sees it; any
animal - will fight for food to the
death. before it will see 'its young
starve. - But in the United States
today . there are hundreds of thou-
sands, - yes - millions; of men who
shuffle along the streets in sight of
food: with never a thought. of seizing
it, men. who:.are-hungry, and who
go to their .places of sleep :actualy
in pain because of their hunger. As
many more tramp the streets in
sight of food, . themselves . hungry,
with  hungry children at home, who
are too cowardly to.take what they
need and too. dastardly - craven to
protest .. the . conditions responsible
for their plight. | ‘
.If the grown men who hunger
were alone in their suffering the
intelligent and conscientious social
xebel could well afford to let them
suffer until they reach the despera-
tion point, but these grown men
&re not alone. There are weak wo-
nien and innocent -children who are
suffering even -more than the men.
It 'is  the knowledge and  sight of
women "and. helpless” children liter-
ally starving to death, with their
cowardly - husbands and fathers re-
fusing. to lift ‘a hand against .the
system 'and the masters of the sys-
tem - responsible for  this suffering,
that makes' the social rebel want
to'cut the guts out of Something.
: What I Saw. in..Los..Angeles

‘ Conditions ‘in' .Los ‘Angeles are no

Punishment
worse than they are in ‘other com-
munities throughout the - United
States, if they'are as bad. This
community is brought. to the fore
for the reason: that what is written
here is written from personal obser-
vation and knowledge. And condi-
tions in this. typical American city
are such that an awareness of them
should make -every upstanding hu-
man being with a heart hang his
head with shame. B

Ten thousand school 'children are
given one meal every day at public
expense, and for more than ninety
percent of them this
meal . they - get  every twenty-four
hours. Twenty thousand families re-
ceive either food or financial aid
from the Board of Charities, an or-
ganization whose activities are fi-
nanced by the city and county treas-
uries. The way financial aid is
given is interesting and significant.
Money is net actually handed out;
credit for the needy is established
at one of the branches of the big-
gest chain store systems in the sec-
tion where the charity recipient
lives. A man, wife and two chil-
dren ‘can secure each week food
produce from the chain branch
amounting in value to eight dollars.
A card previously given the head
of the hungry family is punched
with every purchase; if the card is
filled out before the expiration of
the week, then the family starve
until next week’s card comes. The
amount  of «credit extended each
week varies with the size of the
family. i :
" Here is 'the significant. feature

which directly contradicts the  old-
fashioned American sense of fair
play, as well as running counter to
Hoover’s famous pronouncements of
rugged - individualism and the free-
for-all foot race. Instead of the
Board of Charities seeking out the
small store keepers and giving them
the Dbusiness, thereby permitting
their policy to conform to the
boasted American principle of a
square deal for everybody, an un-
derstanding is had with the heads
of the biggest chain store system
in the west, who get the business of
feeding twenty thousand families in
Los Angeles, and whose exchequer
is enriched from the treasury sup-
plied by the taxpayers. How much
graft passes is a matter too won-
'derful to- ferret out; just recently
the news leaked out and was sup-
pressed that $500,000 "mysteriously
disappeared from the fund set apart
for public charity. S
Too Proud to Beg

Those who press forward unabash-
‘ed and accept charity without shame
are those whose sense of the eternal
fitness of things is sadly lacking;
such people are minus that pride

ment and independence. Aside from
the thousands who are eating what
should be the bitter bread of char-
ity,  there are multitudes of ' others

as hungry, but whose. wants are
never known until starvation has car-
ried them to the grave. Their pride
prevents = them from  making ' their
condition public! Since. the begin-
ning of the year it is estimated that
ten such persons die daily in: Los
Angeles from lack of proper neur-

have 'starved to death. Many of
these persons formerly were well-to-
do, ‘but - Los Angeles 'realtors and
go-getting promoters succeeded in
separating them from their cash, and
now, straged and ashamed. they
are helpless and hopeless. Profes-
sional ,persons by the hundred and
school teachers galore ags completely
down and out, many oY vhom will
not apply to the Board of Charities
for relief; the real condition of their
lives is not known until the death
summons comes. :
Heté is a pitiful case typical of
many that might be told. A middle-
aged woman, a school teacher unable
to be .placed in an already over-
crowded profession, was reduced at
last to extreme necessity. The land-
lady who rented her a small two-
room house, notified the Board of
Charities that the jobless school
teacher needed aid. An agent called,

handing her a credit card, gave her
a small sum of money in cash. This
money the woman gave to.the land-
lady to square: her . rent account.
Ten days later the landlady, ob-

~ Truth About Radicalism

Is youi neighbor frightened at talk of radicalism? Then get him to

read our - Radical Special- Edition of

September 19, which will present a

very .thorough ‘and convincing explanation of the nature, the causes and
the aims of radicalism.. We shall make:it clear that what America needs
is far more, not: less, .radiodism.” There is too much dodging of  vital

issues.
men’s -vision of present realitfes.
and - dealing. with them: fundamental

tember 19—will ‘go to the roots of our social problems.

.

late thousands of extra copies of th

.Old " traditions . and sutworn . methods are permitted to obscure
Radicalism believes in facing the facts
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‘hungry any more.”

connected with this arrangement,

which ‘usually accompsgnies refine-

who are just as penniless. and just

ishment—Iliterally and truly they:

verified the report and, instead of|

i with us.

serving the :thin' and haggard ap-
pearance- of the tenant, again- noti-
fied the Board of Charities. The
same agent called. . When he " dis-
covered that the: money he gave.the
woman went for rent instead of food
he grew angry and abusive. . This
time he gave neither money nor
card, but went his way leaving the
woman to her fate. . The woman
was a person of  education and re-
finement utterly incapable of cop-
ing with the ways of capitalism.
Several days later a neighbor. called
to find that she was too weak to
leave her bed.  To another. agent of
the Board of Charities the sick
woman said: s ) .

“I.am not hungry any more. Dur-
ing four .or five days I _suffered
dreadfully, - but all my suffering . is
gone. I feel weak, but I-am not

She was taken to the county hos-
pital- where efforts were made to

feed her and restore her to health:

and strength, but she was too far
gone. She died—actually from star-
vation. ERET .
Starvation in‘ the Midst of Plenty
An old couple, a farmer and his
wife from Kansas, having lost their
all through. being fleeced by Los
Angeles sharpers, went through a
similar experience and met a similar
fate. Not a day passes but what one
or more persons commit suicide, pre-
ferring immediate death to one from
slow starvation. Men and women,
distracted by reason of under-nour-
ishment, throw themselves deliber-
ately beneath the .wheels of fast-
moving automobiles or electric cars
to escape their agony. Families to
save rent are-crowding themselves
together to the extreme discomfort
of their members. * Young: married
couples are going back to their par-
ents, or their parents have aban-
doned their old homes to live with
their children. As a result of all
this crowding the city has multi-
plied thousands of vacancies wit
no prospective tenants in sight. The
small landlords are losing out to
the banks and mortgage companies
which have placed the properties on
the market for sale. This, in turn,
is rapidly depreciating the selling
price of all Los Angeles real estate.
. While crimes of violence have ap-
preciably increased since the begin-
ning of the depression, and women
prostitutes throng the streets, the
city is ominously quiet withal. The
police force has been doubled, and
large numbers of police automobiles
armed with machine guns patrol the
city day and night. But this ex-
hibition of power should make no
difference ‘with the hungry man
whose blood is red, if he-is. a real
man and is determined to eat rather
than " starve. ~ However, the ' disposi-
tion to fight or rebel seems to have
forsaken the modern  American; he
prefers “to slink like a cur to the
bread lines: and  swill  rotten . soup
handed out by the charity agencies.
Really, ' this. disposition to submit
to being kicked into starvation,” that
is now the lot of the average Ameri-
can ~ worker, ‘without * striking - back,
in the opinion of many thinkeérs is

‘the most alarming phase of the!
present depression. ~ The  submission

of the American workers ‘is not an

intelligent - submission. They “haven't]

the rémotest conception of the cause
of the depression, and they are
equally in the dark as to the remedy.
Naturally, . one  would think, the
workers would want to compensate
themselves at the expense of the

riel;, ¢ but=+there is nothing doing.

The rich -are” riding high, -and the
poor are eithei in ‘the bread lines,
accenting charity, or starving to
death. - )
Not Worthy of Respect

Because of the supine sub‘mission
of the workers one can well imagine
about how much respect the owning
and ruling classes have for them.
The bosses despise the workers, and
they despise the workers because
during this crisis the workers are
showing so little coherence as a
class, and so little manhood as in-
dependent and individual fighters.

A police official once said:

It is my business to extort a
confession from a suspected crim-
inal;: but never yet did T get a
confession from a man but what' I
wanted to smash his face for mak-
‘ing it. -I may not have the high-
est respect for the common thief;
but I certainly have nothing. but
supreme contempt for the : man
who will  permit himself to make .
a confession after having commit-
ted a crime. -There is just one
other character for whom I have
less respect—and that is the fellow
who will snitch or turn state’s
evidence to secure his own free-
dom. A man who will. do that
does not deserve to live. i

An old patriarch upen occasion
said, “God hates a coward, but He
loves a fighter.” Whether there is
a God to either hate or love makes
little difference; but there is a world
of truth in the sentiment expressed
by the patriarch. Verily these are
the times that try men’s isoul, and
the worker who is worth *his salt
will not quit a fight that is just
beginning :and which must be fought
to a finish. The very conditions of
existence. must drive the workers to
unity and  aggressive . action. Indi-
vidually, the worker should see that
in the midst of plenty he does not

| starve, and that his family does not

go hungry. Collectively; he should
march with his class to the conquest
of power - over capitalism—the real
cause of the present crisis and of
every. condition which generates in-
justice .and- slavery—and he should
use that power to inaugurate the
commonwealth of man. This effort,
however, requires both courage and
brains,” two ' things the - average
American worker seems to sadly lack.

THE PRIESTS have used the cruci-
fixion of Jesus. as an excuse to
crucify humanity.

MAN WILL. NoOT be frée until he
ceases to admire and glorify his op-

pressors,

“THE . PoOR ‘we shall’ have
with us while we

alvir’ays
~have the rich

PrigsTs pratend to read thé future,
but all we need-do is to- read their
past. ~. R R

Beware of False Optimism

We ‘have mot yét made ‘up. our
minds as to just how ‘many Cam-
paign Special - Editions. will ‘be dis-
tributed by The Freeman in its fight
to win the Kansas senatorial fight.

Campaign Edition: No.- 1 will be
issued in September. It is possible
that 10 or 12 great special editions
will be -issued between . September,
11931, and -the “election. However, in
this matter: we shall be guided by
conditions-as they exist. .

If ‘necessary, we may make every
issue of The Freeman 'a campaign
ibroadside when the. big drive gets
into action. - There’s mo predicting
what The Freeman will do.

Meanwhile,: we are at work: lining
up our: support—among the . poor
farmers ‘and wage  slaves. We -ex-

1pect -nothing “from: the .banks, the

corporations  and the. lick-spittles of
capitalism. O
Everything swill vest, finally, on
the common: people. :. .
If theyican be reached with Free-
man broadsides, Th& Freeman editor
will be elected. - y oo

- 'Some capitalistic - journalist are
saying that if the election were held
today, with conditions as they are,
Haldeman-Julius -tould be elected
easily. We refuse to be lulled by
such a statement. Fualse oplimism
can whip us.

“ It is better to proceed on the as-
sumption that the aditor of The Free-
man can only be elected through hard
work and endless appeals to reason

and - sanity. i
Emotionalism inust: not enter the
fight. i

Personal attacks will be ignored.
The “importdnt thing: is the eco-
nomic situation, and it‘is there that

opposition. - : .
His program leaves  the  enemy
helpless.
They can’t counter it with a bet-

h |ter one, because they are the avowed

tools of Wa}l Street.

A Candid View

‘The Kanses City Jewish News, in
a recent issue, printed an article by
its intelligent -and able editor, Louis
B. Greenberg, in which he quoted the
editor of the weekly Kanusas City
Star to the effect that if the farmers
in all of Western Kansas were to go
to the polls today E. Haldeman-Julius
could whip  Charles Curtis for the
U. S. Senate. '

That ‘sounds big, but we refuse to
believe . it. C P

There is a great deal of Halde-
man-Julius “sentiment out there, but
the: simple fact remains that the
voters are still ‘unfamiliar with the
economic. program of A The Freeman
editor. . - . :

And 50 lonhg:as they .do'not know
‘his - radical ideéas »it - is - futile to
bank on théir support. - 3 :

Once - 'we get them .to: read the
editor’s ‘statements -on the industrial
and economic situation. we will -have
something: sound to build on.  Other-
wise . we let ourselves ‘open to' the
charge -of - relying on gas, wind and
hot-air.’ - : al L

This talk ‘is growing and Ietters

but we'refuse ‘to-join in the-cheering.
+"'We - realize that - .the .-cold figures
are against such .empty enthusiasm.
Consider, .for . example, that only
60,000 copies of the Aug. 1 Halde-
man-Julius Special-Edition were dis-
tributed in:the entire State of Kan-
sdas. And Kansas has more.than a
half million veterst: T
There should be-about 10 special
editions circulated; each with a total
distribution: of ‘no <less than 500,000.
Then .talk about wictory would mean
something :tangible, :
The Freeman editor frankly says
that if the election:were held today
he would be defeated because the
voters ‘are not yet aware of his
platform. Such plain talk is needed.
We don’t like to rest our case on
bunk.

HERE'S' A WINNER, BOYS!
What is better-'than a good idea?
Nothing is better than a good idea
except the translation of the. idea
into” positive action. P. H. Anderson,
a Freeman Army worker of Little
Rock, Ark., opens up a: prospect of

{big work’ with, this suggestion:

I am sending one dollar for four
Kansas subs, to be. selected from your
lists: - Sinee Kansas is the state we
are going to elect a Senator from and

suppose that. 20,000 : weuld .each: send
one .dollar to pay for -four subs to .go
to Kansas voters, we ecould elect E. H.-
J. to the Senate. -Suppose we try it.
Yours for a better world. - :

The beauty of this idea is that it
requires only a small bit of  work
from each ‘Army member. - Just send
in a dollar and we will put four
Kansas names on :The Freeman list
for 25 weeks. -Cannot- each of our
more than 20;000 readers spare a
dollar for this exgellent -purpose? - It
is the kind ‘of cooperative plan that
brings great, sudden leaps :forward
to* victory. . The Freeman is now 50
cents a year-invelubs of four or

getting' a .club 6f four yearly subs
for two dollars. We wish to thank

structive ~suggestion-:in this “day’s
mail. o ‘

. We Still Have: the Ballot-
" The . Freemaw believes ' in -orderly
changes, not. in#violence. - - -~ - -
~~That is why The Freeman editor
is running for the:U. §. Seate.

Let the _voters have: a'.chance to
use their:ballots to free themselves
from - their ecomomic chains. It’s

the only intelligent way ‘to-go' about
the “work -of  social’ réconstruction.

.If -the ‘voters were deprived of -the
use -of  their ballots there would be
some’ logic. to:'the arguments of the
direct actionists, but America hasn’t
come to that:just yet..: SRR
. We still- have the .ballot, ‘and if

fault is \it? L

;O YE OF \litgtﬂl,e faith”—congratu-
lations ‘on’ having o much- knowl-
cdge. " .

: “WAR is not-inevitable.. & aFEEY .

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

The: Freeman -editor émbarrasses the|

come’in -t6 i 'the ‘effect. that .things
look Yosy’ for: The Freeman. editor,

The Freeman now -has: 20,000 readers,

‘His messages are going over,

more; so you cati do even better by

Reader Anderson for the smost con-|:

slower “that ‘way, to be sure, but it’s

we ‘don’t ruse ‘it intel_l;’ge'nt]y whose

" LiserTy. depends upon equality of

opportunity.

RECURRENT depressions insult our

intelligence.*

- THE concentration of wealth is'a

menace to civilization. . .

HeAVY inheritance taxes will re:|

distribl_xte accumulated fortunes.

THE probability of war is control-
lable :just as
ease. -
Nor THE least of our criticisms
of Christianity is that .it is not.in-

teresting. S

WILL we control the machinery of
production or be crushed' by that
machinery? .

. “SPIRITUAL” z'eal‘ has' been exhib-
ited .most . strenuously ' in claiming
temporal power. . .

. THE.PRIESTS say that men are born
sinners. . We say that -priests are
born skinners. - :

THE PRIESTS have always believed
that the best way to convert a man
is to scare him:’ )

MiuiTARIsTs did not originate the
policy of frightfulness. It was orig-
inated by priests.

PRODUCTION and sdistribution mﬁst
be. planned and: controlled for the
bénefit of the people.

THE - AMERICAN FREEMAN believes
that the worker should receive the
full value of his labor.

It 18 ‘A- sign of the times that
the ‘chuich. has become ‘hardly more
than a social club for millions.

"l‘m: PRIEST has always Lon°tu1'éd
the - heretic because the heretic’s
logic has always tortured the priest.

Ir E. Haldeman-Julius should be
elected 1o 'the U. S. Senate, The
Freeman will be tempted to . erect
a monument to Method No. 3.

MANY of our readers are thrilled
at the prospect of electing Haldeman-
thus to the Senate. Well they
might be. His election would be a
smashing victory for - social  justice.

THE FREEMAN' “begs” for only one
thing: Help from its readers to in-
crease :its circulation.. We are not
ashamed to. do.that. - Friendly help

from .our readers can advance Thé.

Freeman’s  circulation, and 'lack of
that cooperation. will mean its de-
cline and suspension.. We therefore
repeat:. We: “beg” you to get The
Freeman a club of ‘at least four subs
at 25c. each.. This is not a donation.
We ‘give value for each dollar re-
ceived. = . .

. SOME. preachers are saying that if
The Freeman. editor is elected the
Bible will be' outlawed. The’ Free-
man does not. believe in censorship
or. suppression.. -The. Bible is a book,

and as.such has as much right to!

consideration as Tom Paine’s Age of
Reason or. Ingersoll’s :Mistakes of
Moses. - These preachers can’t under-
stand the meaning of the word. tol-
erance. They are so used to sup-
pressing other .. people’s ‘ideas - that
théy jump to the: conclusion  that
anyone who doesn’t-agree. with- them
must aim to suppress -their- litera-
ture. Poor simpsl-i-in s enoo

WE ARE ‘glad to note that The
Freeman Army’s enthusiasm .for the
senatorial fight in Kansas is grow-
ing. That is a good sign. There is
no predicting the outcome. For the
first time, we shall see a nation-wide
organization of social-minded work-
ers, cooperating in a state fight, be-
cause they all realize clearly enough
that the fight is really more than
a state fight. A U. S. Senator is a
national public official. Once elected
he - serves the entire nation. His
vote concerns New York just as
much as it'concerns California. Keep
that fact in mind when you read
about  developments in" the Kansas
senatorial campaign.

KANSAS politicians are now mak-
ing: a survey of the state with a

view . to . finding - a . “radical” candi-

date  should Charlie, Curtis “fail” to
ran: That's funny. - And that’s "a
compliment to ‘The  Freeman ‘editor,
the only: real radical in the  state.
Haldeman-Julius "has them WOrrr'i‘e}':i.

e
people everywhere are talking about
him. Will he win?. Yes, if The
Freeman Army rises to the occasion
and malkes it possible for The Free-
men to deliver his broadsides to
the entire state. At the proper time
The Freeman editor and Marcet-
Haldeman-Julius - will tour every
county in the state and make polit-
ical speeches, but that tour should
be developed. now through the dis-
tfibution of vast quantities of litera-
ture.-intended to :demonstrate the po-
litical ~availability of The Freeman
editor. '

- Two THINGS: encourage us in' the
campaign to elect The Freeman ed-
itor “to the ‘U. 'S. Senate: '1.. The
alarm . of old party politicians. 2.

| The support -of the victims of polit-

ical dishonesty. Regarding the first
point, their alarm is real.
béginning ‘a vicious ‘personal attack
on- The Freeman 'editor, but this
will ‘be - ignored.  Personal attacks
mean nothing.  The issue is' simply
this: - Are the economic planks: in
his platform sound :or, "visionary?
That  is for the voters ‘to judge.
(Incidentally, we are amused at one
personal attack, which. we shall men-
tion. even though it ‘was' our’ inten-
tion to ignore it.
and writing that The Freeman - ed-
itor is not an American citizen! If
they will refer to ‘Who’s” Who they
will - see - that E. Haldeman-Julius
was born in Philadelﬁhia,“Pa.,
July 80, 1889.- We sti

being ‘born in. sleepy, old Philadel-
phia makes one an American citizen:
1f they  doubt - Who’s Who we can
let’ them take a look at his birth
certificate, "if that- ‘will -cheer them

up-any!) .
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the probability of dis-|

They are.

They are saying

believe that

One Dollar by the Year ((50c per year in clubs of four or more}

[

vomt———

In th;e World
- of Books'
By Isaac Goldberg

COMMON SENSE. AND SEX

The Sex Factor i Marriage. By
Helena Wright. Intiroductions by the
Rev. A. Hervbert Gray, D. D., and
Abel Gregg; A. B., M. A. New York.
The Vanguard Press. -
. The- Sex FEducation of Children:
A Book for Parcnts. By Mary Ware
Dennett. . New York. The Viking
Press. - ' ) :

Common sense is far more sensi-
ble than common, especially in the
electric field of sex. ‘I shall never
forget how amazed T was, at the
beginning of such studies as I have
pursued in this and related subjeets,
at the discovery that even physicians
could be strangely ignorant and as
strangely prejudiced with regard to
a subject ‘that is so’ delicately inter-
twined with human 'health and hap-
piness. That such books as these

1have at last begun to appear at

prices’ within the reach of the ordi-
nary purse, and that persecution by
the government has begun to lessen,
actually suggests cause for optimism.

Just as it has finally begun to
seep- into -the intelligence .of the
modern: business man that war does
not pay, so even into the intelli-
gence—such - as it is—of theologians
it has begun to seep that silence
is hardly the weapon with which to
combat the suffusing - evils arising
from ignorance. of sex. “I would
rather have all the risks which come
from the free discussion- of sex,”

conspiracy of silence.”

The simple truth, is that man and
woman must learn how to come to-
gether. To imagine that instinct
and “nature” will supply that knowl-
edge is stupid. Instinct propels the
dgswe; it does not provide the tech-
nique. We spend years and for-
tunes learning how to play a piano
or the violin; it never occurs to
us ‘that, sexually considered—and not
only sexually—human beings are in-
struments of extreme sensitivity that
must learn how to play upon one
another. .

Some = savages,  in  this . respect,
seem wiser than we. - They have a
complicated ritual for imparting
sexual knowledge. They recognize
its primary inmportance in the econ-
omy of life. They face it; not, like
us, evade it. . : : i
< To one who has achieved an en-
lightened “approach to the subject

called conventional = seemis nothing
other than malignant. and vindictive.
Humanity. cannot too soon repay the
debt to:pioneers such ‘as Freud and
Ellis :for - taking this . subject out
of “the -dark swamp of ignorance
and:drawing it forth into the health
of sunlight. B :
_ R R ,
. L.know- that there are still charm:-:
ing and enlightened people. who be-
lieve that.the gutter is after.all the
best introduction to sex. Among
these are actually some advanced
physicians.. While ‘I can:get their
point-of -view I am far:from agree--

of rationalization and . evasion, both
of these either unconscious or sub-
conscious. :

There is no question in my. mind
but that, in our. civilization, how-
ever advanced, there is among par-
ents and teachers a tremendous self-
consciousness about imparting sexual
knowledge. The parents think that
the teachers ought to do it, and the
teachers. of course, say that this is
the province of parenthood. Every-
where there is a tendency to shift
responsibility. The easiest way out
is to leave it to the gutter—that is,
to casual contacts of the growing
child. :

There is another reason for the
gutter theory, so-called: it is a vio-
lent reaction against the excessive
poetry in which certain hyper-es-
thetic educators swathe their instruc-
tions. Now, as I have before pointed
out, this poetry—as beautiful and
as effective as it- may sometime seem
—is still another form of indirect-
ness and .evasion. - Everywhere we
meet. an unwillingness to face ‘simple

says ' the Archbishap of Canterbury,.
“than the great risks we run by a.

the attitude that -once used.to bel.

ing with it. I think it is compounded-

facts and express them in simple
language.’

- Here is yet another ,prdblem: wea

| have not yet developed an effectively

simple vocabulary for discussing sex
and for transmitting the new sacien--
tific approach. The gutter has its
own terms -and they are, streaked
with vulgarity.. The poetic approach

| suffers from too much metaphoriza-

tion. The next important step in
sexual - enlightenment will .be made
‘'when the present  scientific vocabu-
lary finds. a rich equivalent in-the
vernacular. This is no easy job. °

For ‘this reason, every book such
as the ones that prompted this dis-
cussion, is written as much for the
parents as for. the children. As a:
transition book, am ideal ‘ production
would be one that could be safely
left to the child himself, without
need of assistance from  the parent.
For, if the parent is bashful to-
ward the child, so 'is the child ex-
cessively self-conscious toward - the
parent.. 5 : :

This is rather a long road toward
recommending . the works that stand
at the head of this review. But such
is my intention. _Let me also quote
the titles that Mary Ware Dennett
lists in her Fifth Appendix. With
the exception of one of these books,
I have read them all and. find them
worthy of her recommendation.

Married Love, by Marie Carmi-
chael Stopes. (G. P. Putnam’s Sons.)

Generations of Adam, by Dr. A.
L. Wolbarst. (Newlands Press, New
York City.) . ) .

The Hygiene of Marrizge, by M.
S. Everett. (Central Y. M..C. A.
College, Chicago.) g '
\The Psychology of Sex, by Dr.
Erwin. Wexberg. (Farrar & Rine-
hart, New York City.)) St e

Little: Bssays of Love and Virtue,
by )H.ave]ock Ellis. (Doubleday, Dor-
an. Dot
Love in the Machine Age, by Floyd
Dell. . ((Farrar. & Rinchart, New
York City.) o L

Rational Sex Ethics, by Dr. W. F.,
§ob{g.) (Rational - Life Co., Ithaca,

To the Pure, a Study of Obscenity
and the Censor, by Morris  Ernst
and William Seagle. '(Viking Press,
New York.,) Lt

Growing Up, by Karl de. Schwei-
nitz. (Macmillan, New. York.):

The Sex Stde of Life, by Mary
Ware Dennett. v

The book last listed is the. one

that was suppressed for a time by
the authorities and then, "in court,
completely cleared of " the -original
obscenity charge. For twelve "years
it has been very helpful to parents
who have had difficulty ‘in approach-
ling their children with the much-
needed. information. : ; -
" There is a bibliography of the sub-
ject called Sex and  Books.: :‘It” was
prepared by Wayne Evans of the
American Eug.:ni(.:: S;ci’ety. e

GOOD LUCK .TO. DRETSER
- Theodore Deiser has-  taken - the
case of The American Tragedy to
the courts. That novel, as.you know,
has at last been made into a talkie
—translated from the:muté page to
the audible  screen.. But how trans-
lated! ~Even-as Bottom, it appears,
in the Midsummer Night's Dream.
He, you will recall, was translated
into an ass.. According to ‘Dreiser,
the whole intent of hiz work has
béen topsy-turvied. Wherea¥ he in-
dicted society for the tragedy -that
befell his youthful pair, the movie
version indicts : his youth. ahd vin-
dicates the moral stand of- society.
This, then, .is nét "d& question of
adaptation, such as-we are accus-
tomed to in the celluloid world, It
is a matter of mutilation, of: falsifi-
cation, of a  most un-Nietzschean
transvaluation of values. Dreiser’s
conflict with the greedy numbskulls
of . Moviedom is the fight of  any
self-respécting author to maintain
his integrity; it is a war against
low standards and unconscionable
tampering. If the movies think that
when they buy a writer’s work they
also buy his soul, then it is  high
time they inserted that stipulation
in their contracts. As it 1is, nor-
mally, they effect too many altera-
tions in their seripts. And all these
alterations are in the direction .of
making the film more acceptable to
twelve-year-old intelligences. When,
as in this case, they stand the story
on its head, call black white, evil
good, and add to the Tragedy. of the
tale a tragedy of misrepresentation,
it is time to call a halt. - The au-
thors of America should back Drei-
ser to a man—and to a  woman.
Yea, even to a child. - :

the war against war.

September 12.
the menace of war.

- The War Against War
All men and women who have civilization at he#irt should enlist in
This is the only war worth fighting. We shall tell
fully “about this war against war in our Anti-War Special Edition of
This special edition will contain facts about the cost and
f It will show the folly and the dishonesty of the
arguments ‘used by militarists, disguised or avowed.
dously clear the danger to human society which lies in the war system
with its continual threats, its lies, its hate, its madness, its murder and
destruction. Help get a big circulation for our Anti-War Special Edition
oof September 12 by using the blank below. RS

It will make tremen-

"

1| September . 12.

‘bundle of .-

-send
-cial Edition of September
-rate of 2¢ a name, -
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ORDER BLANK FOR ‘ANTI-WAR -SPECIAL EDITION
'(September 12)

‘The American Freeman, Girard, Kansas 2

1 want to work for the cause of peace and do my part in prevent-
ing another mad, murderous outhurst of war.
this by circulating extra copies of.
I am using the method marked below.

Method No. 1. 1 am enclosing $.........
copies (minimum order 50 copies) of -the Anti-War.
- Special Edition of ‘September 12, at the rate of 2¢ a copy. :

- bM‘et~h9d; No..2... 1 am enclosing $ .
names, to. whom you will send the Anti-War. Special Edition of - Sep-
tember 12, at _t;h‘e" rate of 2¢c a name (minimum list 50 names). .

_ Method No. 3. 1.am enclosing $
copies (minimum order 50. copies) of: the Anti-War Spe-
12 to good names in your possession, at the

-----

I believe I can best do’
your Anti-War Speécia] Edition of )

for which send me a-

and a list of ......

for which you are to
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