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plutocracy may force the people into drastic action. The politicians fear
action more than words. ~Are they inviting
continue their program of bleeding the people?
ahead—danger for the country ‘and its people.

prosperity; the politicians want graft-and power

the deluge? Are they going to
Frankly, we see danger
The people want peace and
. The politicians have gone
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ill the People Cry “Halt!” to Dangerous Policy of Government Extrava
" The people of the United States are facing a crisis. Our mational and
state politicians are rapidly bankrupting the country. Do our capitalistic
politicians realize’ that ‘they are provoking a taxpayers’ strike? Do they -
not see the handwriting on the wall? The people cannot continue to carry
this appalling' load for the support of a government that serves Wall Street -

the Gandhi idea into American economic life? Will they.
to say, “Not a penny of taxes until you get out and make
people instead of for a small, exploiting, parasitic. class”? These
must be answered today. Tomorrow may be too late.
government of the United States must be made really
instead of a capitalist government, wasteful and oppressive.
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“The fact is that:Bhe
a people’s government

instead of the people. Official corruption, extravagance and surrender to
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go farther. Will they bring
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Indebtedness More Than Half
~ of Nation’s Total Wealth

And Taxes Are Increasing, With the
" _' Heéﬁest Burden on Masses

Is the Unitéﬂ States, bled by governmental waste and enormous
financial tribute to banking and credit monopolies, heading toward

bankruptey?

This question does not seem fantastic in the light of the fact
that the present indebtedness of the United States, the indebtedness
of federal and state and local governments, the bonded indebted-
ness of corporations, real estate mortgages and individual indebt-
edness amount in the aggregate to more than $152,000,000,000.

The value of all the property in the United States—public,
private and corporate—is less than $350,000,000,000.
=~ This means that more than half of the total wealth in the
United States is mortgaged and burdened with debt. All told, the
nation. owes more than half of what it is worth. This gigantic in-
debtedness—already alarming—will go higher, if national and state
and ‘local governments continue their present policies of extrava-
gance, non-constructive spending of the taxpayers’ money end mount-
ing taxes to:sustain political parasites in their jobs.

There, is. a, great deal of i:ompla_int
ampng -citizens "about the staggering
cost . of - government, ..a complaint

which is 'sharpened by the realization
that i the public' services. of govern-|

ment ave’ scandalously ‘unequal ‘to
the sost of government. If the tax-
payers. were getiingreal value' for
their money, if ~government were
really efficient and. worth its. upkeep,
the -situation would .be. quite differ-
ent., - v e :
.As a matter of fact, the way for
- government te ‘be useful and to pay
Yor. itse]lf would be to engage in con-
structive activities . to promote the
prosperity of the people; and . of
course, if government- were produc-
tive instedd of so. largely parasitic,
this ‘colossal indebtedness would not
exist. ‘and the -danger of national
bankruptcy would . not be. so appall-
ingly real... Government collects bil-
lians: tn - taxes. from. the people, gov-
ernment. wastes: money on & reckless
scale; dnd government is almost en-
tirely non-productive. -

Tax. Bill Tﬁf_ntens te Bankrupt Natfon

This gitu‘qtioh is. becoming worse
instead ‘of ‘better.. There is no sign{

of velief unléss and until the peo-
ple " themselves demand this  relief.
The " cost’ of government increased
300 percent in the fifteen-yoar period
between 1913 and 11928, 'In 1918 the
totsl amount of expenditures by the
federal government. and the states
.and. their ‘political - subdivisions . was
$2,919,000,000," Comtbined: federal and
state taxes for the year ending June
30, 1928, amounted to more than
$12,600,000,000.  This was an in-
Brease of $500,000,000 over the pre-
vious year. The tax burdens for
1030 and 1331" are.'still greater. For
1928° the total cost was $105 per
‘capita, for the country, including all
men, women and’ children,

This burden i growing beyond. all
the bounds -of  réasen and this tax
burden is. unfairly-distributed. - The
farmers and the home owners and
the possessors of personal property,
mostly . in small amounts, pay most
of the common tax; and the income

tax - is.most -heavy, in proportion.

to. income, .on .the less prosperous
ihdividuals, 'while - the millionaire
clase are taxed lightly in compari-
son_with their colossal incomes which
constitute a steady, heavy, ruinous
drain .upen -the wealth of the coun-
ey oo R SR

‘Personal and poll taxes hit every
citizen, poor though he may be—
and ‘the poor ‘man- feels most cru-
elly the burden of the few dollars
which the. government takes from
him.. . Moderate incomes and .modest
possessions’ ‘are taxed at a higher
rate. by. the. government than are
the fortunes. of the. very rich.

The workers of the country must
also. contribute ' indireetly to this
excessive cost. of government; their
labor - .produces .. the  wealth which
goés—an. increasingly Marge part of
it—to the . upkeep of: government.
Every - citizen .is . directly or . indi-
rectly a taxpayer and is thus a suf-
ferer from the wastefulness, the in-
competefice' and the parasitism of

ments. . .
Taxpayers’ Strike Not. Impossible
The -fact.is that, in the upkeep
of  governmental methods that are
wasteful and to a great extent re-
strictive ' of popular liberties, the
common people carry the heaviest
burdén. They are paying more and
more—the upward trend seeming
endless—for ‘the cost of government,
yet government ignores the most

the federal, state and local govern-

| vital préblems concerning their wel-

fare. Are we éxaggerating when
we point out the grave possibility
of a taxpayers’ strike, or a wave
of popular protest against the waste-
fulness and favoritism of govern-
ment, :-unless these conditions are
corrected by extensive, thorough re-
visions of governmental methods and
aims?

The intelligent, honest policy for
the promotion of the national wel-
fare end for the vescue of the coun-
try from its threatened bankruptcy
ts to make the rich bear a grester
and .fust propertion of the tax bur-
den and to- use the resourees of
government for the good of the
people instedd of for the support of
capitalism.

The government at present upholds
a system of exploitation which en-
riches-a few at the expense of the
many. It costs billions to protect

-capitalism and thus the workers of

the country pay for the machinery
of their own enslavement,
Present Deficit Is Gigantic
Heavily as the government ' taxes
the people, the demand is for' yet
more money to operate this expensive
mechanism of political rule. At the

‘end of the fiscal year closing June

30, 1931, the federal government will
have spent at least $1,000,000,000
more than its total income.

For this year the government actu-
ally collected in taxes the vast sum
of '$4,177,941,701. Every dollar of
this sum has been spent and there
remains a deficit of about a billion
dollars. This deficit will be met by
loans, on which interest must be paid
to the financial masters, and this
will boost taxes higher still.

Next year the situation will be
worse, and the country’s march to-
ward bankruptey will be acceler-
ated—unless the people are aroused
$o demand an ending of the excesses
and inequalities of government.

There needs to be a drastic re-
vision' downward of tax rates for
the majority and a drastie revision
upward of tax rates for the rich
who are rapidly destroying the lib-
erty and. prosperity of the eountry
for their own enrichment and. ag-
grandizement.: At. the same time
there must be a revision and re-
direction of governmental policy, in
the form of economic organization
for the common good.

Government Is the Too' of the Rich

Government today wastes the re-
sources of the country. It should
be reorganized to protect and pro-
mote these resources, not with the
object of making profits for a few
rich men, but with the- purpose of
making all of the people secure in

economic  well-being. Instead of
spending huge amounts for the en-
forcement of laws that are oppres-
sive, instead of seeking to restrict
the liberties of the people and protect
capitalism in its exactions from the
people, government must be made
genuinely democratic and useful.
This result will not be accomplished,
however, unless there is o determin-
ed, organized movement of protest
against the wanton waste and will-
ful class favoritism of government.
Militarism Adds to the Burden

The World War added enormously
to the cost of government. Amer-
ica’s participation in that war was
not dictated by the slightest re-
gard for the interests of the people.
On the contrary, a few men were
made rich in war profits, while the
majority of the people were taxed
for the support of that capitalistic
military adventure. Thousdnds of
Amnerican’ boys were killed that a
few might profit.

On the financial side, the country
is paying the war bills and there
seems no end to this payment,
especially when we consider the con-
tinuous great expense of preparing
for future wars. -

In 1916 the entire expenses of the
federal government were approxi-

mately $1,000,000,000. For the pres-|

ent fiscal year they will be about
$5,500,000,000. In addition to nearly

11,000,000 persons on the civil payroll

of the federal government, there are
264,000 officers and enlisted men of
the army, navy, marine corps and
the coast guard; and more than
500,000 persons are receiving pen-
sions from the government and com-
pensation from the veterans’ bureau.

Although President Hoover ' re-
cently took it upon himself to de-
liver a self-righteous lecture before
the convention of the International
Chamber of Commerce, warning the
other nations of the world that
military and naval armaments are
terribly expensive .and are obstacles
tp  prosperity, the important fact
which Hoover did not mention it
that the United States spends more
for militarism than any other na-
tion. In 1928-29 the United States
spent $772,984,000 in military and
naval expenses.

This is doubly wasteful because,
in addition to its immediate cost, it
is a preparation for the supreme
wastefulness of war.

Conspicuous waste runs through
all the branches of government.
For the present fiscal year the ex-
penditures of state and local gov-
ernments will run as high as $8,000,-
000,000. The tremendous cost of
government, can be even more vividly
realized by the fact that the total
of federal and state governments
demands more than fourteen per-
cent of the earnings of all the peo-
ple in the United States. That is
not all; bonds are being issued in a
constant stream by the states and
their political subdivisions, thus
mortgaging the future earnings of
the ‘citizens; this bonded indebted-
ness grows by hundreds of millions
of dollars each year.

These Figures Prove Bankruptcy
Approaching

Not only are the federal and state
and local governments going more
deeply into debt, but the individual
indebtedness of United States citi-
zens is alarming.

On April 15, 1931, the United
States bonded indebtedness amounted
to $16,000,000,000. The bonded in-
debtedness of the states, counties and
their political subdivisions aggre-
gated $18,100,000,000. The corpora-
tions have a bonded indebtedness
amounting to more than $55,000,000,-
000. Real estate mortgages on homes
and farms and real property amount
to $35,000,000,000. The indebtedness
of individuals to banks, exclusive
of mortgages, amounts to $28,100,-
000,000, These five items aggre-
gate $152,700,000,000.

Is

This stupendous sum bears imﬁer-I

est amounting' to. between five and
seven billion dollars annually.. This
does not include the billions of dol-
lars represented by unrecorded debts
and notes, book accounts of busi-
nesses and individuals.

We have reached the amazing
condition of financial bedlam in
which the obligations of the federal
government, the states and their
political subdivisions, the corpora-
tions and the people of the United

States are more ‘than one-half of

.
$-

the total valu}of all property in
the United Stdtes.

Capitalists gre Inviting Disaster

In all “seriogsness, how can such
a policy of ehdless, wasteful gov-
ernment costs® culminate
thing but baakruptey? It is not
even so much. a question whether
the people will continue to' bear this
burden as a question whether they
can continue o bear . - And the
rich, while con#ulting their immediate
self-interest, are committing eco-
nomic suicide in thrusting the pro-
portionately heaviest burden of tax-
ation upon the backs of the com-
mon people, upon the workers and
the middle classes.

It is not possible for a small rich
class to continue indefinitely drain-
ing colossal profits from the coun-
try’s wealth and leaving the major
cost of government to be sustained
by the common people. Capitalistic
policy is as blind and self-destruc-
tive as the attitude of the nobility
in the period leading to the French
Revolution. )

The capitalists and the financial
masters proceed with the policy of
taking all and thus plunging the

.country headlong toward the abyss

of bankruptey, but in such an, event
how could the capitalists escape -the
general catastrpphe? °

If they persist in destroying the
country they camnot avoid destroying
themselves. . b

The country’s - only hope is that
the common pe#ple ' will unite intel-
ligently to demand sane, far-reach-
ing measures #f social reconstruc-
tion.

socially " constructive

and misrule. -

action is needed to stop this orgy
of waste and c¢lass rule before- it
brings ruin. :
Politicians Fear Action

The financial masters and the poli-
ticians will keep up the dangerous,
destructive game so long as.the com-
mon people tolerate patiently this
waste of their resources and this
threat to their security.

Action is what the politicians fear
—and action is the right and the

of self-preservation from the crush-
ing burden of enormously expensive,

anti-social, class-prejudiced govern-
ment. ‘

The cost of government must be
reduced; government expenditures

should be devoted more to forms of
social service that will be produc-
tive, that will promote the prosperity
of the people -instead of being a
burden; and the rich must be made
to pay a greater share of the cost
of government, $hrough increased in-
‘come and inheritence tawxes.

The secret of :suceessful action lies
in popular ‘profest and organization.

The people must unite to. demand
justice ‘and. sanity in government.

America’s vast resources must be
used in a scientific, social- way for
the well-planned promotion of the
public . welfare. *

Gigantic payments of profits and
interest to the rich should cease—as
this policy means national ruin—
and instead a cellectivized system of
production should be maintained at
full activity, halanced by a collec-
tivized system ¢f fair distribution,

America is!c§pable of supporting
itself. But thsicommon people can-
not carry muep -longer the outra-
geous burden §¥ supporting political
parasites and seconomic exploiters,
concentrating ¥¥hes at the top and
ispreading poveérfy among the masses.
This course lefids “to ruin.

* Will the pegple see this truth and
act before it {8 top late? -

- draw up. a sort of
balance-sheet; s ghowing on one side
the benefits ofMelief in God, and on
the other tReevils, the horrors, the
atrocities, and the superstitions to

LET THE réa

| which that belief has given rise.

Take a chot a Wal] Street through
the' good old. mithod  of getting The

Freemegn some néw readers.

reconcile the old
emotions pull in
the intelleet in

IN ATTEMPTING to
and the new, t]
one direction &
another. e

Rally te the '{pport of the Little
Old Freeman.

UNDER Socialthim, people would still
be permitted .fo own their own

homes, - -autom
etc?,,.:, Yt

PR AN

es,

v ..
THNEY O

in any-

We must have ‘a system of
and  popular:
government instead of political waste’

Organization -apd decisive. political,

duty of the majority as a means|

 States appear generous .in lending

owns; ' radios
Bovns LIRS
SN Rt he

. &

[aste in Capitalistic Government Threatens Bankruptcy

Soum—

increased 300 percent.

June, 1928, the
500,000,000, ) .

demands 14
States.

by any nation in the world.

ment of the United States co
941,701.

dollars.
deficit by loans,. which. will place

mon taxpayers, refusing the just
taxes on the rich. .

Ruinous Waste in Government.---
the Facts in a Glance -

Total indebtedness in the United States is $152,000,000,000.
Total value of property in the United States is $350,000,000,000.
From 1913 to 1928 the cost of government in the United States

In 1913 the cost of government in the United States—federal,
state and local—was $2,219,000,000.
cost of government in the United States was

The total burden of taxation in the United States in 1928 was
$105 per capita for every man, woman and child in the country.
The cost of government in the United States is so high‘thagz it
percent of the earnings of all the people in the United

In 1928-29 the United States government spent $772,984,000 on
the army and navy—the largest expenditure for militarism .made

In the fiscal year ending June 30, 1931, the federal govern-
ﬁected taxes to the amount of $4,177,-

The government spent this amount and approximately a

billion dollars more—so that there is a deficit of about a biﬁ/ion

It is the capitalistic policy of the government to meet this.

in

In the fiscal year ending12

additional burdens on the com-
course of increasing- the income

CENTRAL AMERICANS SEETHE
WITH HATRED OF U. S.
IMPERIALISM

‘BY LEO GRULIOW
(Special to. The American Freeman)

New York.—The Reportorio Amer-
icano, published in San Jose, Costa
Rica, reveals the Central American
attitude 'toward the United States
and its policy of oppression and
virtual dictatorship over Latin Amer-
ica. .. . I D |

. & NP . +

In -an article “written "by Persiles
and dedicated to Do Elia: Hazera,
present ~ Minister of Nicaragua  in
Costa. Rica, the Repértorio . declares
that the disaster of the recént earth-
quake at Managua was hothing com-

ared. to the horrors . which - the

icaraguans suffer .at the hands of
the Yankee invaders.

That the earthquake was only an
incident after the demolition of Nic-
aragua by the military airplanes. of
the United States, is the contention
of the Reportorio. It adds that after
the earthquake thousands of eyes
searched the sky through the clouds
of dust for the “battle planes of
Coolidge, Stimson and Hoover.”
Racks Un Freeman Article

The article ¢orroborates the atti-
tude reported in The Freeman rve-
cently in the report of what sur-
vivors of the Managua quake claimed
U. S. marines had done.

Charging that for four years the
United States has been systematic-
ally destroying the northern pro-
vinces of Nicaragua, the writer adds:

“Launching bombs from the air,
they have cravenly assassinated more
peaceful Nicaraguans than were
killed by the disaster of Managua.
The survivors of Managua know now
what their brothers of Central Amer-
ica have suffered; now they know
how for four years the victims of
the stupid North Ameriecan imperial-
ism have suffered.”"

The article continues that to the
dead in the ruins of Managua must
be added the many shot by the U.
S. marines in the name of American
citizens who are kept ignorant of
these facts, and to the houses wrecked
by the earthquake, those destroyed
by the dynamite and firebrands of
the marines.® The writer charges
that houses were dynamited and set
fire to give motion picture operators
a chance to make films, and suggests
that as a result of this many people
perished in the ruins in a “most
inhuman manner.” &

It is admitted that soldiers unde
Col. Dan I.- Sultan.used dynamite,
but it is claimed that the T. N. T.
was used only .to ‘“stop the progress
of the fire.” :

“A Farce and a Lie!”

“It is necessary to say these
things,” asserts the Costa Rica paper,
“because the representatives of the
press, controlled by .the Yankees,
wanted to take advantage of this
opportunity to make the United

aid and assistance. A farce and a
lie! The part,played by the. United
States in the .catastrophe of Mana-
gua. was distinguished by the cruelty
with which it heaped upon the sor-
row of the earthquake more pain
and sorrow and misery.”

The writer is suspicious of the
United States marines’ agencies of
relief and those.of the. U. S.-owned
government .of Moncada, but warns
Costa Rica- to .set .up. its. own com-
mission to furnish .aid and = relief
“direct to .the real victims of the
earthquake.” o . '

The ‘article charges U. S. marines,
bearing the insignia.of this country
and presumably representing it, with
incendiarism. and -misappropriation of
supplies- sent “to' Nicaragua - for: re.
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lief. The Freeman has already ex-
posed this phase of U. S. govern-
pental hypocrisy in telling its read-
ers the real facts, known to other
papers but suppressed, about the role
of the marines in the quake.

142 1. 8. Boys Sacrificed

And, looking at the picture from
the other side, it is to be noted that
1;{& marines have lost their lives
'i)o‘ic»ing 'Nicaragua' for American
bankers and commercial . investors
since : President Taft first ordered
American armed forces to land there
in 1912, 'In-the past four years 29
marines. have been killed. Senator
King of '
successful in his attempts tb secure
from the administration a statement
of the financial cost of the various

interventions in- Nicaragua, estimates .

it “at several million dollars annu-
ally to U. S. taxpayers. Why should
American lives be lost, American
blood spilt, American money spent
In a foreign country, to crush its
subjects and devastate it while we
run the country through a “dummy’*
President our marines have elected?
Ask President Hoover. Ask your
Congressman. Ask your local news-
paper. And then ask American oil
companies, mining companies and
Wall Street banks which have larye
mvestments in Nicaragua!

SENATOR LA FOLLETTE
DEMANDING A SPECIAL
CONGRESS SESSION

{The Freeman believes an ex-
tra session of Congress is im-
verative. President Hoover, true
to his Wall Street colleagues,
has taken the stand that Con-
gress should not be given an op-
portunity to consider pressing
economic questions. We urge our
readers to write to President
Hoover wiging him to surrender
to the wishes of public’ opinion.
Below we print Senator La Fol-
lette’s statement favoring the
early reconvening of Congress.)
An extra session of Congress
“would afford opportunity now for
the consideration of a program to
stimulate economic recovery,” Sena-

tor La Follette, of Wisconsin, de- |
clared in .a statement setting forth !

a suggested program incorporating
s1Xx major points which he declared
should be accomplished,

Senator La Follette’s program
would include unemployment relief,
public works expansion, farm legis-
lation, tariff adjustment, tax adjust-
ment and- establishment of an eco-
nomie council for industrial stabili-
zation. )

His statement was issued in re-
sponse to the President’s announce-
ment that he would not call- an ex-
tra session, in the belief that to do
so would hinder economic recovery.

Urred by Senator Brookhart

An extra session was also urged
by Senator Brookhart (Rep.), of
Iowa,” who declared that probably
public .opinion will influence the
President. to change his determina-
tion against such a move.

Senator La Follette’s statement:

“President Hoover bases his re-
fusal to call an extra session of Con-
gress on the grounds that ‘we cannot
hope to legislate ourselves out of a
world economic depression; we can
and will work ourselves out.”’ This
statement is a reiteration of the
administration’s policy to which he
has adhered during 20 months of
unprecedented economic disaster,
namely, that weé can only muddle
through the depression.

““The continuation of this do-noth-
ing "policy condemns millions of our
fellow citizens to ‘privation, want,
starvation evén, and inevitably will

Utah, who has been un-.

1§

iout of depressions by hard work and

1

H

1

,of

result in a lowered standard of liv-
ing and the degradation of citizen-
ship. :
“It has not been contended that
the Federal government .can salve
all the complex problems presented
by the dissolution of the. economic
structure, but in a national. erisis
all agencies .should be  mobilized. to
stem’ the tide of disastér.  An.exire
session of Congress would afford:.op-
portunity now for the consideration
of a program to stimulate Técovery:
Could Do Several Things

“Under canstructive leadership; an
extra session would make it possible
to accomplish the following: s

(1) Immediate assistance to: the
cities, counties and states-in reliev-
ing distress of the unemployed - and
their dependents. d

“(2) Adoptien of a. great public
works program to provide a substan-
tial amount of employment and..to
contribute toward the maintenance
wage standards. The necessity
of such a program to stimulate re-
covery was recognized months ago
by the President’s Emergency Com-
mittee on Employment of which Col.
Arthur Woods was chairman. : .

“(3) Enactment of legislation to
enable agriculture.to handle its sur-
pluses through the equalization fee
or the export debenture, thus afford-
Ing a measure of prosperity to the
basic agricultural industry withont
which there cannot be permanent
recovery. . . ) CEE

“(4) - Reduction. of certain inerdi-
nately high duties in the .Grundy
Tariff Law to'stimulate a revival of
our export trade.”. - -
..+A5) Increases in the income and
iﬁhéfifénce‘tax rates to meet the
deficit, provide funds for the gov-
ernment construction program and
to enable it ‘to assist in releving
mational human siffering .among our
citizens, T R

“(6) 'Enaetment of legislation to
create ‘a mnational ‘ecoriomic council
to assist .in the. stabilization of . in-
dustry and agriculture,’ o
Have Waited 20 Months for Relief
“We have waited 20 months .for
some unforeseen .miracle 1o bring
the country out.of .disaster.. The
policy of drifting has failed. The
time has come for . action on all
fronts to arrest the continual slide
towards - further depression and to
bring about recovery upon a sound
basis.”

“The President announces he does
not intend to call an extra ses-
sion,” Senator Brookhart said. “The
pressure probably will be much
stronger by Oct. 1 and he may
change Hhis mind. He is reasoning
that we always have heretofore got

.close economy and without govern-
‘ment assistance but he will find this
.depression different from all pre-
;vious ones in history.

“This depression is brought on by
special favors which the law gives
te railroads. to banks, to protected
industries and to corporate combi-
nations. None of the evils will be
removed by sitting around all sum-
mer and fall and doing nothing. They
can only be removed by legislation.

“The depression has existed as to
agriculture since 1920 and so long
as agriculture is down, "there will
be no recovery in other lines of busi-
ness in this country.”

TO THE CAPITALIST MASTERS
OF INDUSTRY

BY A READER

You have had undisputed control
and direction of the industrial and

!the political machinery of this coun-

try for many decades.  You ‘have
brought it into the threes of 'dis-.
content, poverty, unemployment, un-
sold " surpluses-of products and mer-
chandise, = failures, , bankruptcies, -
stock, bond and ‘property” deflatjons
until business institutions and  in-
dustries are threatened ~wth - disso-
lution. ' '

This is the charge that is laid
upon .your desk. You have so far
utterly failed morally, ethically and
industrially in the management under
your charge. Now bring order and
solvency out of chaos. :

Your profits, your 'property arnd
your surpluses are at stake. The
people have no longer much to lose.
They have lost theirs. . Now it is
you who have it at stake. .o

You have bécome the owners of
the country’s wealth. = The system’s
hoodoo worshippers' are losing faith
in the potency of your charms. Now
demonstrate - your - potent  magical
charms. Call your national- confer- .
ence. Do it without delay. -‘Call-
your Schwabs, .your  Guggenheims,
your Fords, your Rockefellers, your
Morgans and your big industrial and
financial leaders. - You are the. ditec~
tors now of all the nation’s wealth;
Unless “you act,” from newron- you
are losing, for you are.tlie only ones
who have anything; Hio..lnse.

Kekr the Bible out o



www.bankofwisdom.com

.

EANSAS

o
o

HOBVER'S TALK. OF SAVING
“IS PROPAGANBA FOR
" 1932 CAMPAIGN

Progident Hoover begins talking
shout economy . in.. t as. ]
approaches = th 93¢ presidential
tdinpaign. His talk is for political
effeet. ‘His Secratary of the Treas-
ury was. forced to report a billion-
d;ﬁarwdeﬁycit and, with a campaign
close. upen him, Hoover had to do
something- or_say semething. Expe-
rience has .shown that it is more
characteriatic. of .the man to say
something.  And as on other occa-
sions, -what he now says is vague.
He $pends a week-end at his camp
in Rapidan, Va., and then he reports
casually, “I’ve -decided to save $53,-
000,000 in the postoffice: department.”
Another  week-end = produces the
wmooth assurance,. “I will save. $17,-
900,000 in. the interior department.”

. Newspapers favorable to Hoover
comtment upon. these promises as if

they were already. actual. perform-.

ances. But these savings have not
been made. - Hoover has merely said
they .will-be made. He has given
no definite indication as to the na-
ture of the economies he promises.
Such general statements are not
convincing.

-

It is doubtless the belief of Hoo- |

ver and his political advisers that
if enough publicity can be given to
mere talk  about economy, Hoover
will get credit with the eountry for
‘having " économized.
ways have beliaved and still believe
that talk without action is an easy
meéans of ““public - deception. We
must admit, too, that they have
had good reason for this belief.

Under the burden of hard times,
the people will not be so ready to
think favorably of Hooverism. The
trouble is that many will denounce
and oppose Hoover without under-
standing the fundamental character
of Hooverism; they will make the
mistake of fighting an individual
only instead of a system, with the
man recognized as merely bthe rep-
resentative of the system.

If Hoover - should actually save
$70,000,000 — and  concerning that
promise we are thoroughly skeptical
—he would still be saving only seven
percent of the nation’s billion-dollar
deficit. But this deficit is already
an unchangeable fact. The money
has been spent and the government
has been compelled to borrow. Hoo-
ver’s vagué economy. talk concerns
the next year; and during this next
year the deficit, according to the
estimate of Senator . Couzens, will
amount to_a couplé of billion dol-
Jars. If Sénator Couzens’ prediction
is "~ correct, Hoever’s promised sav-
ingof $70,000,000 would account for
only . three and a' half percent of a
“two-billion:dollar ' déficit.

. We have no -faith whatever in
Hoover’s. - assurances ~of . economy.
‘There -is 8 great desl of political
patronage that could be removed
from the federal bill of expenses—
but we are not so childishly naive
as to expect that Hoover will in-

terfere with Republiean politics for

the sake of  government economy.
If he really tries to save, it will
be on government services that are
useful to the people; he will cut
down on real services before he will
cut down on political jobs and favors.
He may save by making government
less useful to the people, but he
will mot save by making government
less remunerative to the politicians.

We repeat that in our opinion thel

economy talk is only for campaign
propaganda:. If not, why does Hoo-
ver remain silent about the defi-
nite ways.and means of economy
which he pretends to have in mind?
He is too vague: to be convincing.
And we know that Hoover’s one
dominating thought now is not good
government. nor the popular welfare
but his own political fortune in the
1932 campaign,. " He is wondering
and worrying about reelection and
all his words and actiens are cal-
culated with the aim ?of getting
votes. .

ANGEL, SPEAK AGAIN!

Of all queer places to find a copy

of The Freeman—in a pew in a
Mormon tabernacle. But, after all,
that’s not so surprising. The Free-
man goes ‘everywhere. Its effect is
wide, sometimes overwhelming and
then again subtle and quiet. It
blasts from without and bores from
within. Its influence is felt in cen-
ters of holiness as well as in the
unholy quarters. where free-thinkers
live or meet. -Workers read it—and
so. do capitalists, but if the latter
agree with our ideas they keep that
agreement secret. Agnostics read
The Freeman—and so do preachers,
often admitting to themselves the
truth they will not admit to oth-
ers—and, again, church members
read The Freeman, which iz apt to
be hard on the. preachers, losing
.them customers for their super-
‘stition mills. :
.. And now about the Mormon tab-
‘ernacle. A fbelieving follower of
the shades of Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young, worshiping under
the aegis of the Mormon faith and
fables out in Utah, snied a copy
of The. Freéman shamelessly flaunt-
ine itgelf in the pew. He read it
and he said, “Thank God!” - He said
reain. “Thank God,” in a letter to
The Freeman editey. “I can easily
see.” he wrote. “that you are net a
heligver ‘of the disallusioned be-
lief of the Protistants, Catholies,
ard Judism. Thank God!”

The spelling is peculiar to our Mor-
mon coérrespondent. but we aré not
going to make it the suhject of
solenetic criticism. We really must
thank fhe -man for affording us a
moment’s séntle amusément. He has
the idea that. being an agnostic and
debunker, Mr. Haldeman-Julius is
ripe for conversion to Mormonism.
He is sure that Mormoénism is the
“one true faith.”
that Mr. Haldeman-Julius could be
a power for good in spreading the
wonderful gospel of Mormonism,
Fondlv thinking to hasten this glad
_hé sends along several Mor-
phlets - and the Book of
_alleged” to Bave been  re-

“Jt.is wore than a coincidence that

overnment as he.

Politicians ' al-|

He is convinced |

vealed - miraculously
by an angel. : ‘

But Mr. “Haldeman.Julins declares
that he could be convineed, if at all,
only by a pérsonal interview with
the angel. He wouldn’t -take Joe
Smith’s word—no, siree; He wouldn’t
believe a follower of Joe Smith who
believes what he hag read about

what Joe Smith said about what-

the angel told- him. . Thomas Paine
long ago put the matter neatly in
a nutshell when he said that reve-
lation, to be authentic and credible,
must be direct—that it ..cannot be

revelation when it is_alleged to be
The'

transmitted by .a third-person.
angel or nothing, is Mr. Haldeman-
Julius’ demand as proof of  Mor-
monism. ) oo Co

And we are all glad of his de-
cision.. For it would be a pity if,
incredibly, ~E. H.-J. should become
weak-minded all of a sudden and,
after shooting religious bunk full of
holes, patch up one vry badly rid-

dled specimen .of religious bunk. and.

call it holy. By all the pagan
myths, we swear that such a thing
will' not happen. : : .

ARE POPE AND MUSSOLINI
NEARING FINAL BREAK
IN ITALY?

The recent attacks upon Catholics
in Italy reflect a situation which has
not been intelligently explained in
the American capitalist press. Our
capitalist press is friendly both to

the Pope and to Mussolini, so it pre-

fers to ignore or to slur over the
embarrassing truth. This truth is
that the Pope and Mussolini have
always been hostile at bottom, nei-
ther trusting mnor regpecting the
other, both, trying to advance
schemes of power that necessarily
conflict, .

The mob outbreaks in Italy, ,ani-
mated by an anti-Catholic feeling,
are of course unauthorized on the
surface; put it is evident, judging
from the inadequate conduct of the
Fascist police, that -efforts to re-
press the mobs are of a character
with the pretense of law and order
in our own southern states when a

Mussolini in Open Attack

Since we wrote the following
editorial,
the dissolution of the Catholic
Action Societies throughout Italy,
so that the outbreaks which were
at first unofficial on the surface
are now backed by the dictatorial
power of Mussolini.. . In a clash
between Pope and Dickator, we

wish for the.defeat of both and

‘the victory of the. Italian peopls:
through. the formution:
Jfree -government, superior to both}
Catholic and Fascist influence.. +

Negro lynching is in‘ process. - The
police make & show of order ‘but
they accomplish little. Yet Mus-
solini, who is supreme dictator yin
ftaly, could end these riots at” &
word. . J i

. He could end them, that is to say,
unless they reflect a. Fascist senti-

ment which is too strong for even

Mussolini to’ suppress and which
Mussolini Himself ‘shares.: And this
is indeéd the situation.. .Musgolini
and most of his followers, certainly
most  of - his important lieutenants
and agents, are at heart apti-clerical
and anti-Catholic. .They were foes
of the Church before the Fascist
triumph and they have mnot been
very successful in concealing this
antipathy since the beginning of
the Mussolini adventure.

The Pope and Mussolini represent
two powerful factions ‘that cannot
be reconciled. True, Mussolini en-
deavored to reconcile Fascism with
the Catholic Church in 1929, when
he paid the Pope $40,000,000 as al-
leged compensation for the Vatican
states (which the Vatican never
legitimately possessed) and promised
to bring Italian law into harmony
with Catholic canon law. The lat-
ter agreement Mussolini has not
been able fully to keep. He wanted
to win the friendship of the Pope
so that the Fascist government would
have added moral support in seeking
future loans abroad; on the other
hand, Mussolini' could not carry his
followers all the way with him in
these overtures to Catholicism;’ and,
again, Mussolini’s theory that Fasc-
ism must be the supreme power con-
flicts with the Pope’s theory and

ambition that Catholicism must be|&

the supreme power in education,
in morals and in religion.

The Pope has taken what he
could get from Mussolini; Mussolini
cynically has sought to win favor
and political support from the Po?e;
and all the while neither has felt
the slightest real confidence in the

other, They have been essentially
enemies in a superficial state of
truce, marked . by underlying cur-
rents of = hostility and occasional

sharp skirmishes in the open. The
Pope has reprimanded Mussolini in
open letters and . Mussolini has
brusquely called down the Pope for
his presumption. ; :

Now come the riots, which, how-
ever unofficial they may seem, are
seriously explicable only in the light
of this political and intellectual an-
tagonism between Fascists and Cath.
olics. : -

It is clear that no good can come
to Italy from the continued rule of
Fascism nor from a real triumph
of Catholicism. A Catholic-dominated
government in Italy would be cer-

‘tainly as bad as and probably worse

than the Fascist government; while
the record of Fascism in brutaliz-
ing and bankrupting Italy is only
too tragically known. The wretched
conditions in Spain under the re-
cently expired monarchy .of Alfenso
revealed the fate of a country un-
der the domination of Catholicism.

Those who wish well for Italy;

and for civilized government will
hope that the conflict between. Fasxc-
ism and Catholicism ends in the
downfall of both and in the victory
of a new Italian republic soundly
established . on the principles. of
political and religious liberty.

Some old timers have not been. heard
from lately.” We need their support
if’ The Freeman’s cireculation is to
progress. B fee
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“to Joseph S}éai#h..’« |

Mussolini has ordered .

of :
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Beatrice M. Holden,
reader in Cennecticut, is not clear
as to 'what Socialism means and
therefore she does the intelligent
thing. She writes to The Freeman
asking for an explanation. Her let-
ter follows: -~ .
“Your advance notice on the Appeal

to Reason arrived today.
~Until yeur bookg and

tention, about eighteen months ago,
we thought we were Christians. That
is, we hadl beeh brought up to be and
driftad ‘aleng with the church, not very
enthusiastically, it~ is - admitted, and
with many secret miggivings. I know
Inow that being an agnostic is a much
nmore cledn-thinking, definite step than
being -a _church meémber for most peo-
ple. They are brought up to be

‘'church mémbers, they have to think

and rid themselves of lots of, ideas
before they can definitdly and with
their - mind decide they are -agnostics.

Now it oc¢curs to us that we may
also be Socialists, but don’t kmew it.
Will you kindly tell me what a So-
cialist is? Not in any flewery lan-
gusge, but entirely debunked, just what
does he stand for?

For instance, if being a Socialist
means. that if I owned a factory I
would share »profits equally with all
the workers and myself, then I am a
-capitalist. I'm truthful enough to
know ‘I wouldn’t do it. If it means
that if someone left me a million
dellars” T - would immediately turn
around apd share it equally with oth-
ers, well; I wouldn’t. But if it means
seeing that banks in which people
deposit their money do not fail, if it
means being sure that there is no
corruption in the government, if it
means a scheme so that each man who
hpnestly_ wants to work shall be pro-
vided with a job, if it means g fair
scale of wages so that each man shall
be able to live decently, then I'm for
it. Will ‘'you take time off long enough
to write a little article saying ex-
actl}y what this socialism is?  Also
don’t you think it would be a good
idea to let us know—we young peo-
ple who don’t remember the old Ap-
peal, who never even heard of it in
f;alf;-—i\tvhat thfe Aé:peal was, how and

was fo i
disvontineas s’ .un ed, and why it was

Maybe we want that paper and will
welcome it ag enthugiastically as we

Eg;vw-do The Freeman. Help us to

. We are glad to define Sociali
s1m‘ply in a sentence: It m,emishtslx
social ownership of wealth that. is
esséntiolly social in its mature. ' And
of course this sentence, like so many
attémpts at brevity, néeds to be~am-
plified by way. of illustration.

Socialism does not mean the social
or public ‘ownership of homes, au-
tomobiles, . clothing; furniture nor any
articles of persenal wealth that are
personally - used. It does neot mean
the social ownership of the products
of wealth but—a very different thing
—it means the social ownership of
the means of wealth production.

Demand a Collective System
Socialists. point out that industrial
development has reached the stage
of vast moriopolies, where corpora-.
tions that are privately owned and

nation’s life,
production are n¢ longer simple and
individual. The worker cannot func-
tion as individual owner and pro-
ducer. ‘He must work in a’large
factory, with thousands of other
workers,  using machines. which are
owned by an employeér, individual
or eorporate. L

The great industries of the coun-
try are obviously public in their
functions yet they are privately
owned—and this the Socialist con-
demns as an “injustice. Socialism
holds that production and distribu-
tion of the necessities of life should
be carried on by a collective sys-
tem; that we should all have an
equal right and interest in these
great necessary industries, similar
to the right we mow have in the
public streets and in the postoffice
system and in street railways and
light and power services (where the
latter are municipally owned).

The obvious, immediate method of
collectivization  would of course be
government ownership: some indus-
tries could be owned by the fed-
eral government, others by state
overnments, still others by local
governmeéntg-—the nature and extent
of the business would determine its
jurisdictional ownership, but that
ownership would always be public
instead of private.

It is also the demand of Socialism
that the workers in these industries
—and Sovoialism holds that all must
be workers with hand or brain—
shall be reéwarded fully for the
value of their labor.. By the value
of edch worker’s labor we mean the
share of enargy and intelligénce that
he contributes to production or dis-
tribution; that share will naturally
‘be ® share of what remains after
the full costs of machinery and raw
material have been paid and after
a reserve has been set aside as
social capital in future production.

The central point of Socialism is
that no one would be rewarded
merely for owning things. Owner-
ship .is not a useful function. It ig
not produetive but entirely para-
sitiec.  Actual, intelligent manage-
ment is quite another matter. It
is recognized by the Socialist that
managerial brains in social indus-
‘try must be fairly rewarded.

The great fortunes today are not
derived from management but from
ownership; sometimes both the priv-
ilege of ownership and the function
of management contribute to a for-
tune—but ownérship accounts for
the major part of the fortune. It
will naturally be left for experts to
determine, under saocialized industry,
what aré the différent values of
varying hand and brain functions,
of common labor and skilled labor
and managerial direction; the essen-
tial peint is that in estimating these
values a new and social standard
will be "employed: mnamely, useful-
ness in contributing to the work of
society rather than the mere priv-

ilege of ownershie. - . .
Sccialistn . would abolish private

What Is Socialism? _
~ In Reply to a Freeman Reader "

a Freeman

' [
literature came.
to our, Mr. Holden’s and my own- at-

controlled are the dictators of the
The tools of wealth

A

. C gl g L -
profits. Its rewands would be. based
upon labor, whether physical or men-
tal” Itd oprinciple of :-production
would be use -instead of profit.
As machinery inecreased-ithe produc-
tivity of labo¥; = the " result under
Socialism would : be * shorter hours
with the workers enjoying the same
opportunities® of consumption; and
|as’ the workers'“Wwould be given the
Mull value of their labgr threre would
consequently “bBe,” throughout. society,
a full and confinuous consumption
of goods; thus theé anomalous crisis
of “over-production” would be for-

capitallsm. o . ;
Socialism - ‘Mean.s;.;_ Econpmic Security.

Economic commeon: sense teaches us
that if there is -fair- distribution
there can be mo .such thing as over-
production. “Over-production”- un-
der capitalism ~simply means that
the workers have mnot received the
full value of their labor—they have
been exploited by the capitalist owh-
ers .in the. shape of profits—and a
surplus of goods- is -piled up which
the capitalists cannot- personally use
and which, beyond =a certain poin,
they are temporarjly- unble- to sell.
This- surplus is dispoesed of -in for-
eign markets—but. with highly .de-
veloped .. capitalist. ..industries all
over the world, the foreign markets
are disappearing; the capitalists in
sach nation face the: same problem
of a surplus. - .. . .

Wars have also been a traditional-
mode of consuming:a surplus—the

culty is that the social and industrial
structure is also - very destructively;
affected by war, to say nothing of
the stark tragedy and .inhumanity
of this slaughter on-a horrible, vast
scale.

Undoubtedly Mrs. Holden will
agree that the extremes of wealth
and poverty and: the intermediate
gradations . of mnarrow subsistence,
minimum- comfort, moderate welfare
and fortunate prosperity are not to
be explained by actual differences
in the earning power or the labor
value of individuals.- Great riches,
we repeat, are piled.up -as the priv-
ilege of ownership...- No man ever
earned a million dollars by working
—not even by the most skilled and
brilliant and rare. kind of work.
The only way any man cidn get 28
million dollars is by owning some-:
thing - and . compelling other people
to pay him a tax for -his ownership.

Profit is the huge, unescapable tax
imposed by capitalism on labor. This
tax is unescapable so_long as the
industries are privately owned. The
only way of escapé is through the
socialization of industry. =~ @

If Mrs. Holden ‘miakes “the. objec-
tion that there will be mistakes and
imperfections and ‘‘abuses in organ-
izing a Socialist society, we grant
her point instantly and reply that
these are problems which man’s in-
‘intelligence must solve; and we add
that they are minor. problems com-
pared “with: the actual, ‘overwhelm-
ing injustices, inequalities and in-
efficiencies which prevail under capi-
talism.. B G e

Perfection 'will not come in one
miraculous 'bound under *Socialism.
Socialism itself- will come  gradu-
ally, although the" world needs: it
today. We shall not have Socjalism
until the people realize the need of
Socialism; and that realization can-
not come too quickly. For the pres-
ent let us conclude our remarks on
Socialism by saying that this pro-
gram of socialization offers the only
real hope of social justice, security,
peace and the progress of civiliza-
tion. Socialism will’ mean the tri-
umph of the principle of coopera-
tion and only through' coopéeration—
the fullest social cooperation—can
humanity meve forward.

Socialism and the Apveal

Concerning the Appeal to Reason,
we refer Mrs. Holden and any others
who may wish information about the
Appeal to our four-page special
announcement. _In that broadside
the character and  history of the
Appeal were explained and the main
features of its ‘work were -retold.
A free copy of this Appeal broad-
side will be sent to any reader upon
request. L : - :
We will add. briefly in this place
that the Appeal was a Socialist
paper, championing the principles
that we have just outlined; that it
published original investigations, ex-
posing the abuses of capitalism, the
injustices done to the workers and
the corrupt practices of politicians;
that in many big 1labor struggles
—all the labor struggles of its time
—it printed news abput those strug-
gles which ‘the capitalist papers
would not print. The Appeal failed
because of the black reaction during
and after the World War, when for
some years Socialist propaganda
could find no audience and Ameri-
cans in particular exhibited a bit-
ter resentment or @ cynical indiffer-
ence toward discusgi'-ons of social
reform. SR 3 o

THE POPE’S REMINDE

In Vatican City the Pope splut-
ters. ‘His holy temper has been most
righteously lost. :~And' all because
the new Spanish republic has:issued
a proclamation of religious freedom.
He protests against the abolition of
the privileged place avhich the Cath-
olic church held in Spain under-the
monarchy. His technical  objection
is that religious freedom will wvio-
late the concordat-befween the Span.:
ish government ..and. the. Vatican;
but that was an. understanding be-
tween the exiled Alfonso and -the
Pope; with a new government comes
a new deal, as. rightly .it should. .

We wonder how American Cath-
olies will ex&lain—._—o; try ‘to explain
away—this latest eutburst from. the
Pope. It is a direct contradiction
of all that these American Catholics
have been saying  about the .con-
sistency of Catholicism with veli-

gotten ~along -with ™ other evils of |-

mode of destruction—but the diffi-|-

{and . capitalism,

plainly. that Catholic dectrine and
policy are based upon religious gﬂl-
e
Pope, ' must ‘be the: state -religion,
e pplied

be  applied | g : ; , Ik
wherever the Catholic chure¢h has ooks invaluable in my. work, . |f;

tolerance. - Catholieism, -says

absolutely supreme. That

Catholic doctrine, to

sufficient pewer.

|+ Having lost his power in Spain,
the Pope can only protest. But when

Editor, The American Freeman:

breaking the idols.. I find the
have some hundreds of them. I am

iddl breaking for.
W. L. Sinton, Cgli'f.

.some - 50 years.—

Alfenso ‘was on the throne and Cath- :

olicism was the
in Spain.

of-the-way corners—holes - in

alleys.

they “were - classed as wicked
spirators and rebels.

is inveterately hostile to liberty.

TWO PROMINENT FIGURES
ENDORSE PLAN OF THE
APPEAL TO REASON

Upton Sinclair -welcomes the pro-
posed Appeal to Reason, as follows:

Juet a line to tell you of my
gratification to read in the papers
that ‘you are going to revive ‘the

. Appeal to Reason. Count on me

. to help in every way possible.
Send “me any announcements- you
are making. And here’s good.luck
to you and Fred D. Warren

Clarence Senior, Executive Secre-
tary of the Socialist party of Amer-
Boulevard,

ica, 2653 Washington
Chicago, 1ll., writes: "
I wae delighted  to learn that
you were going to start the pub-
lication of the Appeal to Reason,
with Fred D. Warren as the ed-
itor. I can certainly see a great
field ¢f usefulness for it and I am
sure that there will be a large
circulation within a few months.
We have received hundreds
letters  conveying  similar
wishes. v
depends on the manner
readers
ments mailed out two weeks ago.

The Appeal subscriptions will-

per year in clubs of four or more

Have you subscribed yet? If not,

send $1 ($1.50 Canada and foreign)

and instruct us to put your name ]gn

y
sending in a club of at least four
subs you may put on your own name
-at . the 50c club rate. t
hear from ail prospective readers in

the subscription list for a year. .

the near future. d

“FELLOWS WITH RIFLES”

__Oswald Garrison Villard in The
Nation quotes the late American
general, Tasker H. Bliss, as having
said to him at the 1919 peace con-
“Don’t: let any-
body fool 'you about the :causes
It came just because
there were too: many fellows. running
around :Europe: with rifles in their

ference in Paris:
of this war.

hands.” :

That epigram
truth to be deceptive.

contains

so merely because, as

with rifles.
rifles on their
tiative.

own individual

ernments to carry rifles.

These capitalist
maintain gigantic.armaments
purpose of backing up their
aims in the economic strife
nations. Armaments.are the

system of

world trade.

It is true that there will be no
peace until the nations absolutely
But along with disarma-
ment, ~and making disarmament pos-
sible, there must be a reorganiza-
tion of the world in the interest of
War
the one springing

disarm.

cooperation and social justice.

out of the other, form a siniste
alliance of social disaste_r. :

. THE WILL O’ THE WISP

Editorial in The New Leader, London,
‘= April 24, 1931.

Nothing could more clearly expose
the futility of the policy of “disar-
mament by agreement” than the new
disagreement that has arisen over
- Naval
Italy,

the precise terms of “the
Agreement betwéen France,

‘and Britain.

France, evidently reacting to her
the proposed Austro-
German Customs Union, has discov-
ered a technical quibble by which
she préesents a case for tearing up

panic over

the original agreement.
If she pressés her present

but probably. the

next year, sky-high.
Mr.

being brought to nothing.

the actual example.

Kills Rail Ownership Measure
Madison, Wis.—A resolution

roads, has been killed
consin assembly.

WHEN A preacher says there will | The

gious liberty. The pworld, head of
the/ Catholic LChu‘r’ch,&umse declares|

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

always be religion, he really meamsﬂl

there will always. be fools.

LLC

Spanish ‘state re-
ligion, other religions were permit-
ted only an ohscure, inferior place
Protestant churches were
forbidden on. tHe principal streets.
They had to be located in quiet, oa:;-

e
‘wall, as it were-—with doors open-
ing on little:used side . streets or
Atheists, we suppose, had to
meet even more secretly; pr_o@babl);
con!

It is well that. the Pope again
reminds. the world that Catholicism.

of
good
For the present, everything
in which
respond to the announce-
We
must obtain 10,000 pledges from in-
dividuals who will promise to send
us $1 each month for 12 months,
thus putting two yearly subscrip-
tions on the Appeal list each montl})l.
e
accepted at the club rate of 50 cents

We hope to

enough
Granted that
heavily armed nations will fight—
that' militarism makes peace .impos-
sible—what causes the nations- to
equip these vast armies and mavies?

The fellows running around with
rifles in their hands are not doing
individuals,
they have a natural craving to play
They are not carrying
ini-
They were ordered and they
are still ordered by capitalist gov-

governments
for the
greedy
among
vicious
effect of a cause that lies deeper.
They are the symbols of the perpetu-

ally warlike capitalist

demand
for an unchallengeable superiority
over Italy, she will not merely de-
. Istroy the Three-Party Agreement,
London - Naval
Treaty as well, and blow the Dis-
armament Conference, convened for

Henderson’s hard and unre-
mitting efforts,  which he has con-
ducted with great skill over the last
¢cighteen months, are in danger of
These
jugglings with figures in the pur-
suit of a phantom parity will get
us nowhére. If Britain really wants
disarmament she must risk setting

of
‘George Tews, Socialist of Milwaukee,
asking government ownership of rail-
by the Wis-

- BY THEODORE DREISER

The  Negro as well as”the white,
before "the ‘law, should be  treated
with understanding: and liberality.
Through -no fault of: their:iown, a
century or two ago, some of them
were drafted as slaves by the white
powers -and yet that, instead of evok-
ing sympathy, has produced belit-
tlement and hatred. .

lent, a. dominating race, some un-
thinking members of the white race
manifest prejudices toward them and
|their conduct. And, finally, the .pre-
judice-makers have grown to include
even the  more
who " do not
standards .and -ideas. under ~ which
they, themselves, were. brought up.
Hence, not only laws. unduly severe
concerning the human relations of
Negroes have been mniade, but theése

ern population have bécome so near

, In the present case, two iénorant
white girls, prostitutes, so it is said,

'{freight gondola for their home town.
car, and they all laughed and joked
with the girls who were said to be
prostitutes. Nineteen Negroes —
these -did not include the .nine ar-
rested—came along. (Evidence of
number of Negroes questioned, but
well supported.) The Negroes and
white boys got in a fight, and all
whites and all but the nine Negroes

boys, saying that Negroes were on
the train with white girls, wired
authorities to stop the train.

The Girls Were Not Raped

Anyone who understands the psy-
chology of the Southern people, re-
alizes that the news of Negroes alone
with white girls is enough to make
rape a fact! The train was stopped
and two groups of armed deputies
captured the nine Negro . boys. amd
the two girls. The boys. were widely

the Negroes -had committed rape.
trocution. ¢
horrible travesty on natural conduct.

sented_no  signs of assault and vio-
lence. Until they were taken to
Scottshoro, which ‘was excited with
tl_xe.r_eported rape and to shpriﬁ’s in-
sisting rape had besn committed; the
girls remained quiet and made no
charges. Finally, they were forced
to. Doctors’ examinations showed
no bruises or evidence of viciousness.

A conviction in this case was

all eight boys (the ninth boy’s case
a mistrial) were sentenced to die in
the electric chair. - The state’s de-
fense of these chaps, being hurried,

time would have permitted. The
Lother boys as witnesses were lacking.
-The evidence of two girls really con-
victed them. ' Evidence of the char-
acter of these two girls, who were
alleged to be prostitutes, was mnot
allowed at the trial. According to
Southern law, apparently, the' boys
were much more to blame than the
girls, whatever the provocation.
Hysteria Surrounds Trial

Finally, at the time of the trial,
feeling reached such-tenseness that
the Governsr sent troops. On the
day of it, the hysteria was so great
that 10,000 people swarmed about
the courthouse. When the death
sentence was entered against these
youngsters, the crowd, hooting and
velling, celebrated the “victory”
while a brass band played.

Now to me the whole Southern at-
titude toward the Negro has be-
come a national ill. It is unreason-
ing and immensely unfair. They

of the Negro from the day of his

the feeling evoked against him by
the Civil War. Yet his is a valua-
ble race with, as I see it, a great
future. At this moment, though,
the Southern papers are insisting
that this particularly dubious case
is one for mob-rule. Yet such vio-
lence as surrounded the entire trial
is in violation of the 14th Amend-
ment, guaranteeing due process of
law,

A motion has now been made for
retrial. For one thing, one of the
Negroes convicted is, according tb
medical testimony, incapable of sex-
ual intercourse. 1f this motion is
denied, then an appeal can be made
to the Federal Court—a proper ap-
peal. Personally, T feel strongly that
by . transferring the case to escape
the violence of Southern feeling, a
more clear-headed view of the data
may be presented. These eight boys
must at least have a just trial even
though they are oppressed by a law
unduly severe and emotionally en-
forced at this time in Alabama.

Study the Negroe\s’ past in Amer-
jeca first, and then judge.

The Bundle Brigade is doing better
work than at any time in the history
of The Freeman. We ought to: have
10,000 members in the Bundle Brigade.
You ¢an .join by ordering a bundle of
at least 50 .copies at 2¢ each.

THE OFT-EXPRESSED fear that a
Socialist system of production would
destroy personal ambition and de-
prive the individual of an incentive
to put forth his best efforts, is
based on a confusion between the
crude communism which preaches
community of goods and equality of
reward, and Socialism which is en-
tirely different. \

Freeman Armv needs new re-
Will you inin

craits, :
elub of subs?-

a new

Appreciates Our «Wo¥k.~. .~ -& -

- I greatly appxeciate.the: work youy;
have done, and).Y are still doingmin'
ue

an old man-of 73, and I have been|}!”

Lynching in Americal|

Because, Negroes are not, at pres-|§

intelligent leaders |
stop to analyze the

laws in the eyes of the unified South-

perfection, itself, that' the people
a}llmos-t ‘justify mob-rule’ to énforce
{them. P .

and dressed in overalls,; hopped. a .

A crowd of white boys were in_ the

fell or were thrown off. The white}

separated on' three different patts
of the train. The women denied that

This ‘erime in Alabama means elec-:
That in itgelf is to.me a|

And these girls, upon capture, pre-

rushed through -in three days, and

was not handled as carefully as more

should begin to consider the case.

enforced entry into this country—

5 g
us by getting

Here Iy Freeman Reader |
- Who Sends in Most .

- Again cames F.. A. Johmson,
. Fort ‘Scott, Kans., with an or-.
“der for a bundle of 250 copiés
of The Freeman—this time for
the issue of June 6, containing
““the  questions: . for. . President:
Hoover and jaommed - full of :
other . good . material. Reader .
Joknson’ is° our . bést ~bundls
worker.' He has_estoblished a '
record and now weé -find ouwF- ||
selves looking  éach week for |
that - femiliar, ‘encouragivg bun- |
dle ‘order. 'It’is d ‘test-—when
the bundle order-comes as. -per ||
schedule we. know that we have ||
published dmother good paper. :
Of course we are not too mod- ||
‘est. Really, we always - know
we -have issued a_ good .paper. .
But Reader Johnson's' 250 bun- -
dle order helps to confirm .our
own conviction. And let .us.:
point. out—Reader Johnson will
agree with  us—that this best-
bundle workér has:no monspoly -
‘ot the 250 order.: How wmany 1}
1 “other members of The Free-
mon Army will  equal or beat
this record? Try dt!-

GIGANTIC ARMY AIR SHOW
MARKS ‘WAR POLICY' OF
~ HOOVERISM =~

e N fdie 2 %, .- Lo
. The gigantic-. demonstrations by
‘the United States military alr fotces
above Chicago and New. York City
give 'the'‘lie to Hoover's canting
references to peace and his cam-
paign talk of governmental econ-
omy. A fleet 6f 650 planes,” manned
by 1,400 = aviators, representing a
total equipment cost ‘of “$20,000,000,
engaged in what the capitalist press
proudly called “the “greatest air
maneuvers ever held in peace time.”
. And while Hoovér, - in preparation
for the 1932 campaign,  is making
a grandstand play of lopping off
a few millions  of ‘dollars in the ex-
penses of the federal government,
let it be known that this “sham
battle” in the air cost ‘$3,000,000. Of
course this is small compared with
the cost when our air fleet engages
in a real war, which is being pre-
‘pared by . the capitalistic mations
with deadly: celerity and magnitude.
That - the. - world- is ‘heading = to-
| ward, ‘another . terrible -war :is the
opinion ‘of all ‘who think seriously
about the future. What ether eom-
clusion can be drawn from the vast
armaments, gréater. thanh in 1914,
whiéh ~are’ maintdined ~ lavishly hy
the leading nations of the world?
More . thought 1is being given to
the technique of war today than in
1914. The world’s military cost is
larger today than ‘in 1914. Eeo-
nomic ‘war among the leading ‘nations
is more intensé and bitter today than
in 1914. . T
Is America’s  record better than
the record of other nations? e
Hoover tariff was one of the most
vicious declarations of “economic'war
ever made by any nation. ' Ameriea -
leads all nations in military expen- -
ditures. -And now the Hoover ad-
ministration spends $3,000,000 on a
demonstration of America’s military
strength in the air, which is a sin-
ister reminder' that America is pre-
paring for war and not for pesee: -
Who' must pay “for - this $3,000,000
air ~demonstration? Who . but the
common people? Who will. be -the
vietims in the next terrible war
that is so ‘clearly a threat of the
not far distant future? :-Who but
the common people? As the horrors
of the world war of 1914-18 ex«
ceeded frightfully the horrors of pre-
vious wars, so will the awful waste
and slaughter of the next war be
yet more horrible. In the next war
there will be little or no distinction
between combatants and non-com-
batants. Whole populations. - will
suffer the full terrors of a world
struggle.  Air raids, worse than
any that were experienced in the
first world war, will be a regular
ghastly feature of the second world
war that is impending. Poison gas
will be used on an enormous scale.
The world will be laid waste and-
civilized values will be forgotten in
an orgy of madness. R
Crowds who a few days ago, in
Chicago and’ New York City, en-
joyed the army air:maneuvers in a
holiday spirit will in a few - years
know the terrors .of war in fatal
earnest—if the nations, including
America, persist in their insane mils
itarism. : .
A great menace -such as a secon
world war can be. averted only by
great and serious action. - There
must be international economic. - co-
operation (based upon a system of
economic cooperation and - justice -in
each nation) and there must be in-
ternational disarmament. - - ‘These:
changes, radically affecting the very
bases of our present society, must
be made if the most terrible war
in all historv is to be prevented.
Peace and real civilization = are
synonymous terms—certainly ‘one de-
pends upon the other—and as . we.
do not nmow have a sane, peaceful
civilization it is -obvious that  we
have no -security of peace in the
future. On the contrary, the poli-.
ticians controlling the destinies . of
the world signify by. their tactics—
as, for example, by this Hoover mili-
tary air show—that they are spend-
ing 'and - plenning .and preparing
horrors for another monstrous world
war. .

RELIGION is superstition.

MEN WANTED!.

$15 to $20 daily, edsily made at home.
No personal selling, canvassing, 6f ped.
dling required. Just what you've begs
looking for. Learn how. Send: 25c colfls
; ALBERT FRELICH,
5842 Hizhlapd Ave., St. Louis, Me.
AVE. you estaped from the Lunatic
Asylum of so-called civilization?
Then you will enjoy contact with un-
 conventional and debunked: members of
Contacts, the only correspondence club
for the intellectually marooned. = For
particulars write to Contacts, 211 Fast
11th St., New York City.. ~




Weekly Re

eutures -in Genius.” By Will

Ado |
Durant... -With 10 full-page illus-

trations. -New . York. Simon &
Schuster. : : .
The newest addition to the widen-
‘ing shelf of works by Will Durant
is“a handsome octavo volume of 426
pages : testefully bound  in light
green, -with gold stamping and black
rules. It is a pleasant book to han-
dle and:very easy on the eye, No
doubt, - you will see all the club-
sters. carrying it under their arms
this ‘summer at beach and moun-
tain ;resort. - .
In"a-book by Dy. Durant one is
always ‘sure-to -encounter a felicitous
style and- an-air of excitement about
ideas.This -is not always an un-
adulterated - advantage, as I have
more than- once pointed -out in the
case of Ludwig Lewisohn’s later
writings. I must confess at once
to 2" distinct feeling of disappoint-
ment ‘with “Adventures in Genius.”
To begin with, the title is a mis-
nomer. The superficial chapters on
The Ten Greatest Thinkers and The
Ten Gréatest Poets deal, beyond a
doybt, with ~geniuses; so, too, the
essay on.One Hundred Best  Books

for an ' Education touches many a.

world-leader of thought. But surely
these are not adventures. They are
the . most summary suggestion;
Durant, in fact, calls them Adven-
tures in Suggestion. Unless I am
very much mistaken, through the
early- chapters of .the volume there
are evidences of hesitancy and un-
certainty on the author’s part. He
is dubious about his standards and
seeks to cajole his reader. He uses,
indeed, the approach not of the
philosopher but of the congenial
lecturer.

The adventures turn out, upon
examination, to be rather a maga-
zine. miscellany—an omnium gath-
erum. This is not in itself, of
course, reprehensible. It is pleas-
ant to” have the journalism of a
Durant so well preserved. But it
begins to appear that such a facti-
tious” assemblance of papers may
affect the writer’s conscience. He
vield§ on more than one occasion to
phrase-making. I .don’t know how
other readers will feel about it, but
toe "me it is' regrettable that a
schalar_ of Durant’s standing, and
especially in’ view of his preceding
books, should have condoned in him-
self the sterile, if well-phrased, un-
originality of the first two chapters.

g @ e . )
1 was-almost amazed -to read the
criterion . that - Durant set up for
himself in his choice of the world’s
leading thinkers. . Deliberately he
bages that: criterion not upon the’
intrinsic -value of the thought, but
upon - the~suffrage it has won  in
terms -of : numbers. He* would be
the -first- to -deny that an idea ac-
¢epted by fifty people was ten times
as valid as an idea accepted by five.
Yet he:-lists' his thinkers on the
ba-,'rs of the greatest acceptance by
the -greatest- multitude. = I protest
that this in itself 'is bad thinking.
It 'is. the enthronement of quantity
over quality. Tt is a surrender to
the - worst ~ element in democracy.
One is not surprised, therefore, to
find Durant omitting Nietzsche and,
with - pious apologies, listing such a
nonentity in the world of thought
as Thomas Aquinas.

That Durant -himself wearied of
so'" fallacious: a 'standard becomes
evident ‘when ‘he approaches the ten
grestest poets. Here he frankly
surrenders to a catalogue of his
faverites, and much to our relief,
abandons  his. specious impassivity.
If "one “is: to yield not only in the
realm of thought but in the realm of
art: to 'a mere counting of " heads,
one ‘has given up- the very essence
of ‘both art and thought. Between
these’ there:is no real antagonism;
indeed,* & wise "life achieves- an in-
tagiation ‘of the scientific’ and the
eémotional.” " The standard adopted
for one should be valid for the
other; 'the -very ‘fact that Durant
shifted eritérin is a confession.

T wéndér'-whether the author of
“The$tory of Philosophy” has not,
as a journalist, sometimes too much
succumbed to popularizing and “hu-
manizing.” This book surely contains
a warning. When he comes to-con-
temvorgry ' philosophy he is much¥
movré: selid. - The chapters, on Speng-
ler-and  Keyserling are thorough 'and
even exciting. So, for that matter,
are”'thoseé -on Flaubert and Anatole
France. ~(How Durant managed to
insinuate John Cowper Powys ‘into
their *company ‘is beyond me.) .’

The book is rounded out with dis-
cussions of° ‘Palestine, India and
China, and with papers on “Behav-
orism -and Philosophy,” “Twelve
World Dates;” “Is Modern Education
a Failure?” and “A Letter to the
Mayor.” ' This is disparate matter
of ‘varying interest and varying out-
come, The heart of the book un-
doubtedly is in its philosophical and
literary - portions.

Pérhaps much of my dissatisfac-
tion 'with ‘the book is sourced in its
ad. hoc' ¢haracter. God forgive Du-
rant if he is falling into a senti-
mentalish of congeniality. God for-
give -him, too, fér beginning one of
his* chapters with -the phrase, “If 1
were rich I would have many books.
. .,.” And here I have been charm-
ing ‘myself with the spectacle of a
young . philosopher, one - of. whose
bhooks ~alone .in five years has sold
over half a million copies! /

Héweyer, let” us regard this as
being “sifaply =& “strange interlude
between. “Mansions of Philosophy”
and’ the forthcoming first volume of
what will probably be Durant’s mag-
num opus, “The Story of Civiliza-

tion.” | .

- WE’ STAND - CORRECTED °
hf‘mm Miriam Allen” De Ford, all
t B

orld of
views and Other Literary
Ruminations

“way “from San. Francisco, . .we-

Book

receive a delicate missive informing
us that to Haldeman-Julus fans
she really is something more than
Maynard Shipley’s wife. I should
say she is. She has written con-
stantly for The Debunker and ether
H.-J. publications. ‘In addition, she
has done a baker’s dozen of Little
Blue Books. ’

Her own choice of title for “Love’s
Children,” by the way—the book of
bastards .that I mentioned the other
day—was “Brood of Folly.” That
comes, as she was kind enough to
add, from Milton’s “Il Penseroso.”
L Anyway, it's a good book, as 1 have
already said.

* o+

A CUSTARD PIE FROM CHARLIE

The caube of peace receives sup-
port from unexpected quarters. ‘Just
as, in the ancient courts of kings,
common sense flowed often from the
lips of the jester, so of late have
we been treated to an exhibition of
cosmic jesting from the lips of the
world’s funniest man. If you or I,
after a trip through Europe, had
ventured the opinion—as we often
have—that war is crazy and that
patriotism is a. species -of insanity,
we should, in . times of war, have
been clapped into prison or semt to
the front line trenches. In times
of peace we should have been hooted
at or regarded as crazy.

When Charlie Chaplin, however,
spurning a command performance in
England, lets loose the vials of his
wrath, the world listens, wags its
head. but reprints every word. The
effect, from the standpoint of prop-
aganda, is that of a dozen peace
commissions, “Patriotism is the|
greatest insanity the world has ever

suffered. . . 1 have been all over
Europe in the last few months.
Patriotism is rampant everywhere

and the result is going to be an-
iother war. . . I hope they send
‘the old men to the front the next
time, for it is the old men who are
the real criminals in Europe today.”

We have always suspected that
there was a brain behind those his-
toric custard- pies of the pre-talkie
era. Now we know it. .

ONLY TWENTY-THREE VOTES
CAST FOR FREE SPEECH
IN PENNA HOUSE

i

- Harrisburg, Pa.—Moving .to dis-
miss the House elections committee
from consideration of his bill Ne.
1955 which would compel local authori-
ties. in the state to grant permits
for meetings on certain public prop-
erty to all political parties without
disérimination, - Darlington Hoopes,
Socialist Representative, has put the
members of  the Pennsylvania House
o record 23 for to 113 against freée
speech. . .

Gagged by House rules which were
used to . prevent Hoopes from ex-
plaining the bill which he. sought
to bring before the legislature, the
Socialist leader was again halted by
the Speaker when he attempted to
tell members of the events of last
fall’s campaign whieh he would have
cited as justification of such legisla-
tion as was contained in his bill,

Calls for Free Speech Stand

Forbidden to express himself free-
ly even on the floor of the govern-
ing body of which he is a member,
Representative  Hoopes challenged
members to vote on his motion as a
sign of their belief or disbelief in
the principles of free speech and
rights of minority groups to express
their views unmolested in what is
supposed to be a democracy.

-“If you vote aye on this motion
you vote for free speech, if you vote
no you vote against free speech
and against the kind of government
that seeks to guarantee its citizens
such fundamental rights,” Hoopes
declared,. closing his remarks. The
roll revealed 23 “ayes” to 113 “noes.’

Regaining the floor again after
some - maneuvering,- Hoopes obsti-
nately took up his denunciation  of
police tyranny that resulted last year
in James H. Maurer, Socialist ¢andi-
date for “Governor, being arrested’
on Pittsburgh City Hall steps where
forty-eight hours before his old-
party Republican opponent had
spoken at length with police cordons
blocking off traffic on the city’s main
thoroughfare that the now-governor
might not be interrupted.

Pinchot at that time quite point-
edly refused to make any statement
and wheén the Hoopes bill to prevent
recurrence of this injustice came be-
fore the House elections committee,
whose chairman is thé Pinchot floor
leader in the present session, that
committee unanimously voted to kill
it, '

Hoopes also alluded to his own ar-
rest in Allentown during the same
political struggle. B
The Socialist Bill

The bill on which the 'Secialist
members sought a vate provided that
local government officials, c¢ounty,

be required to issue permits for
public political meetings . on -steps
and adjacent sidewalks of publicly
owned buildings. '
Provision was made against the
monopoly. of such privileges by ene
group and the result of the passage
of the bill would be the creation of
a free forum in every  organized
community endowed with .concrets
privileges to the use of the publie
places instead of the empty consti-
tutiénal " rights clearly set foirth on
paper but regarded by local officials,
under the domination of a local rul-
ing class oligarchy, about as much
as the traditional “scrap of paper”
usually has been. : _

THE CATHOLICS worship an infals

lible Pope; the Protestants  worsh

lably!

i | your  attitude.

city, borough, and township sheuld|

- Lot Us all agree te d&m agree.

" B 18- mever wise to stifie the

. MAXS THE present emjoysble by

Do Nor be afraid to live by ideals
you find inspiring. - .

ers for its support. All we ask is s
little time and effort ' in getting us
more readers: im you:_ummwnity. -
RpLIGION, is badly in nded of ex-
amination in the light of .reason
and knowledge. S )

__Tr 15 More than cursing and ecold-
ing which are needed now, We
must take thought and act.

Islam, or Hunduism, or Jydiasm to
supremacy over educgtion id .treason.

If each- Freeman reader would -get
busy and.send us a club of subs—oh,
boy, wouldn't we have a paper with
some power jn this country?

CONTRARY to men's opinion of
them, women are not dreamers, but
doers. Men are the dreamers, the
visionaries. .

No ONE, since the time of Bayle,
has seriously controverted his' argu-
ment that a society of Atheisty may
be as mordl as a society of believ-
ers. .

A MAN may be a gvod citizen in
every sense of the word that is;, in
a secular senge, measurable, without
_everuhuviug heard of Christianity
at all.

THE TRUE concépt, the pivot round
which the doetrine to evolution re-
volves, is that the Present is the
child of the Past and the parent
of the Future.

No oNE will seriously argue that
the history of the Christian churches
is not the history of organized and
continuous outrage upon the con-
science of mankind.

The Freeman is getting better every
week—so say our readers. Many are
showing their approval by getting The
Freeman clubsg ‘of subs. Will you do
your share?

Ir THERE is one outstanding fea-
ture in the “Christian” literature of
the first generation’ of the 20th
century it is the continuous with-
drawal of theologians of all grades
frq:nd the central -doctrine of their
creed. .

CATHoLICS make it their .businéss
to interfere with the State.
net a ¢éase of 2 mere society with
its own odd rules. No, it is a mili-
tant church out to force its views
on to the rest of the community. We
must resist it!

- IN RoMAN - CATHOLIC .countries
persons are being fined and impris
oned for mot bending the knee when
‘the host passes, even ‘on the public
stréet. That's something pledsant
to look forward to when America
gets “converted.” ;

THE CHURCH fears with trans-
cending apprehéension a free and
candid -examination of its origins,
for its feet are mnot even of eclay,
nor its pedestal of sand—they are
of dead air. It is a vast erection
floating on a fog. of illusion.

It is easy to get ten or more of
vour friends and mneighbors to take
The Freeman. Why not try for a club
of subs today?

OUR EDUCATORS’ hands are tied.
Science is not taught according to
the knowledge gained by .the in-
structor. The wishes of a bigoted
but well-organized minority must be
obeyed. Every week teachers are
dismissed or reprimanded for stray-
ing from the straight (?) and cer-
tainly narrow path.

THE PRESS of the world has made
quite a fuss over the action of the
present . “modern” and “scientific”
Pope, because he has installed a tele-
phone system in the vatican. After
the world has been using phones
for méré - than half a century, the
Pope wakes -up, trails -along—and
gets praised - for his “scientific”

NATURE'S ways are discriminative;
she calls dloud for sélf-reliaitce,
for courage, for alertness. Her key-
note is progress. As a corollary, the
less fit, the indolent, the parasitie,
must tend toward elimination. Some
may take a back séat for a longer
or shorter périod; others disappsar
at an early stage, with meager sue-
lc;iasi for the propagation of their

nd. :

SIMPLE as is the Socialist pro-
gram, it means a great change in
our industrial life and social rela-
tions. It advocatés a mneéw . order.
Therefore, it is bound to be ¢bn.
demned by those who benefit by
thin‘gs as they are, and misunder-
stood by the multitude 6f common
people who get their idegs from
capitalist newspapers, corporate law-
yers, and parasitic preachers.

' —— N

Put four names on The Freeman's
subseription list at only 25c each, eaeh
good for 25 wéeks,

THE THEORY is that Géd i& a belwg
perfeew! every respect; but does
our knowledge endblé us to assert
with any confidence that this being
takes any wart in_ human affairs?
Remember that if he is ipnfinite he
cannot well have a physieal fopm.
If no physical form, how are wa to
credit this “unknown quantity” with
human ideas and feelings? Does it
help us if we consult the records
of his dealings with human béings,
which récords are said to ‘be the
only genuine ones In existence? As
a fact, the belief In theit truth mnd

majority nt

jaccuracy s mow given up by the
":%z’rﬁ.- We

an infallible book. Beth sre. misle

d. [are 1h véa
) s

ing: Zehovals;
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THE cLAM of - Christianity, - or

1t is

ADVERTISING EXPERT LIKES
APPEAL BROADSIDE -

ca i T .
L We pick the following from &

letter written by:Fred D. Warren:

It might intetast® you to know -
that the viee president of one of
the -largest - advertising  companies-
in the United: States, and intensely
anti-Soeialint, - afte¥ - reading your

- aunouncement of ‘the' Appeal: to'~
Reasem, ssid ¥ way ‘one of the
best picaes ! "advertising matter
that had .come to his attention in
recent years! . Also he said he ex-
pected to do . his hit in the way of
getting  subscriptions! -

.side - “good”a'vgxg;f ising”, - ‘becauge it
'was a simple, clear and sincere.an-
nouncement. .- Its . sincerity -put. it
over.. Readers recognize intellectual
honesty when. they. come upon it.
By the waty, ,}_mv:o you, 'rea,% the an-
noungement . of . the .proposed Appeal
to Reason? We. hage thousands -of
extra copies of this. four-page broad-
side. and will be glad to send you
one or more
A post card wi

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW ON
| JOURNALISM

~“l-am a journalist and nothing
elzse -all the time,” declared Mr,
George Bernard Shaw, proposing the
toast of “The profession of “jour-
nalism,” at a luncheon in London of
the Institute of Journalists, which
Mr. Shaw joined “at the age of 73.

“The. question” may arise,” said
Mr. Shaw, “is journalism a- profes-
sion, or is it the iliﬂt_x‘ef-uge of the
yeung person who'is hopelessly illit-
etate and hopelessly inaccurate? T
want to impress the last word upon
you, because I have sometimes come
across young gentlemen who are con-
stitutionally incapable of getting two
figures right, or giving a reasonable
description’ of anything they have
seen. I have had to tell them they
had better become a journalist, be-
cause journalism is the only profes-
sion in which inaccuracy does not
matter.

“That puts on all of us who are
journalists an extremely heavy re-
sponsibility. The law allows us an
extraordinary latitude. On the one
hand we can say what we like, no
matter how mischievous it may
prove, on a very large scale, but at
the same:time if we mention that
some notorious rascal \is a notorious
rascal we have to pay heavy dam-
ages. ’ o

“The whole situation is one which
pults a very great strain on the
character of the people who pursue
it, and it is open to question whether
or not we should pursue some efforts
to make it a more difficult profession
for people without “qualifications to
enter. L ’
The Press Could Have Stopped World

K War )

“We have had a:war which was
an eéxtremely foolish one; and which
had the very curious effect of doing
a number of - extremely important
things which were the very. last
things the "people who made it in-
tended - it to do. - The press: might

did - not. . The~Kaiser might: have
prevented that war;.- The Kaiser did:
not. . T e ‘

“The reason is:the British press,

like other presses, is far too much
dominated by the ideas which-domi-
nated the Kaiser, .. He was badly
brought up, and we have been badly
brought up. We nearly ruined civ-
ilization. between us. All we can
say is we disgraced- ourselves. The
church disgraced itself. All the pro-
fessions and Parliament disgraced
themselves. Co ,
. “What is the greatest service that
Journalism -has to render to the pub:
lic? Journalism largely provides the
public with its mind. Most people
have either made-up minds or no
minds at all, and what is in their
heads is exactly  what the papers
put into them.

“The difficulty is the question of
the time lag. Take my own case.
I am a journalist and nothing else
all the time. I am not one of those
men of letters who devote their lives
to saying things beautifully without
any particular regard as to what
they are saying.  What I have got
to do is to tell people things about
life and about emselves, There
I stop. I am e journalist
. “The difficulty for the journalist]
as for every one s the time Jlag. -
have had rather a rough time be-
cause nature copgtituted me so that
when "a- thing Rappens I perceive
it has happened. Most people take]
about twenty vears to realize it
-Imagine me trying to get my living
as a journalist and being always
twenty vears ahead of the newspa-
pers. We are suffering because the
public have a terrible time lag. The
great duty of journalists is to abol-
ish it, and to make people under-
stand that the wérld is eontinually
‘changing, and it 'is no use trading
on ideas obsolete before they were
born. g

Journalists Néé

to Learn "About
'R%&ﬁ S

_“At the pretent time the press is
time-lagging very.. badly in many
ways. Take the Russian revolution.
The press hag not.yet.récognized that
 that revolution has taken place. We
have not found dut yet that the
Russian Soviet ‘Has come  to stay.
In consequence: :we' have: thrown

‘laway one of tHet-most magnificent

commercial chances we ever can hope’
to see in our lifethme. e

“Do "not start ‘artime lag “about
the Customs Union between  Aus-
trial and Germany. ‘They ‘are bound
to -unite.~ Every: person who  has
not ‘got .a-bad time lag must have
recognized. at once “that they have
dong it, ‘and that ‘we have got. to
accept ®.- o
LT urge all of 'you not to write
abgut giesﬁ subjécts < like an old-
fashione gowrng&»in», a very old-
fashioned catliedral t6wn. If you do,
the time lag will beat you, and you
ﬂwx‘ll lose your power over the public
mind. -A great déal of that power
is alréady passing to the wireless,|
The moral of it lﬁl is that we hdve

birth . control (celibaey) ameng its

-{ they live. -

We consider our Appeal broad.)

copies free of charge.
lrlj‘dor b |

have prevented that war.-- The press|}

J | Freeman will be used where . they will

‘test is whether you like The Freeman

THE CATHOLIC CHURCE insists on

‘priests in order .to“have someé con-
trol over their l}’x' perty when they
die. The Church fights birth con-
trol -among its dupes so that it may
have more little Catholies manufac-
tured and thereby make possible the
eentrol ' of “additional wealth -whilé

~ Freeman Army

“7 am thankful that' Fred D. Warren
has-been spared and that he. still has
the-courage 'and -strength to again take
up- the burden,” writes R. N. Moore-
head, Calif., as he sends in $2 fqt“two
yeers of the. Appeal to Reagon. “The
whole Socialist movemsnt should be
stimulated and encouraged by this an-
noencement. 1 began reading the Ap-
peal when it was_fighting to save the
lives of Moyer, -Haywaod and. Petti-
bone.’ . : ;

C. B. Foster, N. Y., sends $1 for 2
year of the Appeal to Reason and an-
other dollar for us to use in putting
our own. good names on the Appeal
sub list. . .

R. E. Paul, Pa., ‘remits 82, which
will pay for a year of the Appeal to
Reason for. himself and. for mailing
59 copies of the first issue of the Ap-
peal to good names in our possession.

“Surely this is the mast thrilling
and glorious news I've heard in a long
time—the- prospect of getting our old-
time fighting editor back on the Ap-
paal to Reason, our own beloved Fred
D. Warren,” writes Kate A. Gardner,
Mo. “I am anxious to do my bit by
enclosing herewith $1 to put my mame
(on - the list for what will again be the
greatest fighting Socialist paper in the
| country. 1 promise to work for subs
whenever and as much as my health
‘will permit. I was a subseriber of
the Appeal to Reason almost from its
start. I have ail faith and hope in
the success of the great and . happy
project. All hail to our eold beloved
hero, the fighting editor of the Appeal
to Reason! I am always for the scien-
tific settlement of social economics,
which will give us Socialism.”

Harry Kritzer, N. Y., sends us this
three-word message: “Lots of luck.”
And he backs up his good wish with
$2 to pay for a club of four Appeal
L.to Reason subs.

Wm. G. Prescott, Neb., sends us 81
and instructs us to use it in mailing
copies of the proposed Appeal to Res-
son to - fifty names he lists with his
letter. “This new. Appeal to Reason
is
1932 national campaign against Hoo-
ver and capitalism and their nefarious
doings. I will soon send for some sub
cards for the Appeal to Reason.”

“We are coming, Father Warren, 50,-
000 strong,” writes Charles Anderson,
 Calif., as he-sends $1' for a year of the
Appeal to Reason and signs the pledge.

P. Brackett, Calif.,, is an earnest
supporter of The Freeman who just
can’t be stopped. He .sends us this
order: “Enclosed is. $5. to be applied
at your discretion.. Am too old to get
around to hunt ip subscribers and your
lists_no doubt contain more interested
specimeng .of humanity than they ap-
pear to.be around here.” ‘This is. a
good hint -for< other: readers who" are
not able. to -do  personal, direct. .work
but who wish .to help the cause of
social justice. o )

C. L. Shuman, ‘W. Va, was very
pléased with our Hoover Exposure Edi-
tion' “of "May: 30 and he ordered 50
‘copiés. We have” éxtra copies of that|
‘edition, so dor’t hesitate to send -in

ers  know. the -truth about Hoover’s
shady past. . o

It’s a funny world. . An lowa :pro-
fessional man was handed a copy .of;
the May 30 edition -of The Freeman.
He liked the . exposure of Hoover's
past. He sent us a dollar and a .list
of fifty names whom he wished. to ré-
ceive copies of that edition. But he
didn’t subseribe for The Freeman and
he specially asked us not to mention
his name. If he'd read The Freeman
regularly, he’d discover. that every is-
sue is interesting and important. Still
we thank him, though' anonymously,
and we are glad for every successful
blow we strike at Hooverism.

A club .of Freeman subs is the best
weapon with which %o hit Hooverism.

Here's a real worker for enlighten-
ment and social justice—J. W. Johnson,
Ariz, g sends $3 for 24 big books by
Jose(ﬂ McCabe and $1 for another
year’s subseription to The Freeman.
And that isn’t all; he adds $4 to be
used in sending The Freéman to good
names in our possession. This is the
kind of -loyal support that strengthens
and- inspires. our crusading endeavors.

Chas. Nelson, N.- Y. sends a dollar
to be used-according to Method ‘No. 3.
This . means that extra copies of  The

do . the most. good. It is this propa:
ganda_ spirit which makes The.Freéman
strong. - .

If you don’t feél able nersonally to
go out and round up subscribers for
The Freeman, just send us a.dollar
or two :dollars or five dollars—or any
amount—and tell us to put new names
on the:iist.~ We have the names of
Little Blue Book buyers and they, like
all others, will benefit by reading The
Freeman. . . .

Fred Johnsom,- N. Dak, sends a dol.
lar and instructs us. to send The Free-
man to a, friend in Minnesota, The

so well-that you want others to read it,

. Ed Koeppel, Nebr., was very ruch
impressed by our Hoover Exposute
Edition of May ‘80 and so he sat down
right away and ordered 50 copies which
he will circulate himself in his eom-
munity. - .

J. ‘A, Lundquiat, Minn, sends $1.25
and a list of five mames who are to
get The Freeman for 25 weeks. This
steady ‘building -up- of eirculation is
what gives. a paper power for en-
lightenment. .

W. L. Burns, Jr, Miss., tries the 10
weeks for 10 cents methed of adding
10 names ‘to The Freeman list. We
don’t care how strongly we shock ‘em
~—just so we make ‘em think, '
. J.. 0. Quinn, N. Dak., helps the lib-
erating work along with .a club of 14
names,’ each 10 wesks for 10 ‘cents,
They’ll know that Theé Fresman is very
much /glive! ' :
" Arthur Hiuggins, Mass., comes alon
(with & club of ten Y0-week suhb'—-gng
we'll do .enr best to enlighten these
ten new readers sbomt -ecthomic eon-
ditions in America. - :

The best way 'to increass: the eir-
culation. of The" Freeman: is to -get
subscriptions - .from your . mneighbers,
friends, acquiintgntes gnd fellow work.
ers.. But if you#fdo not wish to uss
this method of helping,  then don't
bagitpte to sewfl us the: ‘modey and

gob to - ahog:h oyr time lag . We

Ave ot ta, . futnre and
o dning T ths pann S

|$8k us Lo seleck names froms: our beok

| He encourdges - this

just what we -want to start the|

-+ doing it, The

your orders and let your fellow work:}

‘every® poiciblo method of getting The

Freeman to meore readers.

R. C. . Amps, Washingten, D. C., sends

us $1.75 and e list of sevén names who
are to get The Freeman for 25 wecks.
Our’ compliments to Reader Amos and
The Freeman Army has juet begun
to -fight! _—
" Anthony Vasil, Mass., wants to &ee
The Freeman increased. to six pages.
owth of the
workers’ paper "by sending us™a paid
list of 26 names, cach 10 weeks for
10 cents. -

Another list of ten 10-wesk names
comes from ‘Anthony Kop, Mich., and
wa "know that he is doing these ten
new readers a special favor by intro-
dueing them to this great fighting
paper. . .

‘David Fryer, N. Dak., likes The Free-
man and wants to ses it grow and he
assists in a practical way by sending
us a list of ten 10-week names.

. Warren Larsen, Utah, sends us a
list- of ten 10-wepek names. We are
%Iad to hear from Utash and we hope
tah will be glad to hear from us.
We have a million mames of Little
Blue Beok buyers. Help us put these
million names ean The Preeman list.

James Runzicka, Chicago, comes in
with a list of ten 10-week names. We
know that Chicago needs civilized lit-
erature—but doesn’t all of America
need it?

The Freeman is the people’s paper
and its sole support eomes from the
people.

Wm. Hesley, Mich., sends a .doflar
for 50 copies of the Hoover Bxposure
edition of May 30, saying: want te
post up some of my friends.abéut our
good Hoover.” ’ .

Alhert R. Detato, Mass., 13 agsin haard
ftom, sénding a dolNar for four 25-
week subs and the namés of the four
_persens .whom- he particularly wishes
to enlighten with enr messages.

Carrie Scott, Wis., gends in a list of
ten 10-week names. The more the
better. A big audience encourages us.

And here comes Florida. A. J. Me-
Cain, of that state, helps ten of his
fellow citizens to a better understand-
ing of things by sending them The
Freeman for 10 weeks at 10 cents each.

President Hoover doesn’t want The
Freeman to suceeed im its cireulation
plans and propaganda. That’s all the
more reason why you should want
The Freeman to succeed.

H. M. Paulson, Minnp., Believeg that
the greatest need of the peaple is to
understand the causes of Hooverism,
so he sends in a list of ten 10-week
names.

Reinhold Zaller, Calif., sends a dol-
lar for four Freeman subs. He selects
two names and asks us to select the
other two. That's -cooperation.
. Eugene Medsker, 111, believes in tell-
ing it to ’em—and here he comes with
a list of ten 10-week names.

“A ‘wider circulation of The Freeman
'means 4 wider understanding, net sim-
vly of the conditions o Hooverism,
but of the causes of Hooverism.

Dg- J. G: Radabaugh, Ore., shows
ghnt'.he iz propaganda-wise by send-
Ing in a.list of ten 10-week names.
f we can’t interest them, who can?

A club of Freemsn subs hits the
magk every time. :

Maude Owen, Wash,, keeps up the
goad work by coming along with =
list. of ten 10-week names. We’'ll give
them straight talk, :

0. C. Vollum, Calif., sends a dollar
for four Freeman sub cards. . If all
our readers will do "this and keep .on
The Freeman sub list will go
up and ‘up and up—until it strikes
the millien mark!

The Freeman is
against Hooverism.
club of subs.

Fred Sommer, Wash., sends a dollar
to help The Freeman in its plan of
sending Marcet. Haldeman-Julius to
W.as_hmgton. and New York City for
original artieles about Hooveriem, Wall

leading: the fight
Help it with‘ a

Street, the . Power Trust, th k¢
problem, and Soviet Russia. s e
The Freeman dares to i
print the
truth.. We ask our readers to help

circulate The Freeman.
W, S. Tappany, Pa,
tereﬁs(fi;ed In our work an
confidence in our propaganda method
He gends a dollar for us to use0 ass:

we see fit in advancin
The Freeman. § the camse of

Chas. A. Salmina, Calif., sends $1
for a bundle of 50 copies of the Hoi-
ver Exposure Edition of May 30. The
facts in that edition should be known
all over the United States.

Why do we want more circulation
for The Freeman? Because we can
Jet more people know. the facts about
Hooverism. :

“] have never in my life been able
to sell anything, but have paid for
many subs, including these four I am
sending you for the Appeal to Reasun,
writes Frank  Ehrenfried, Il “I -am
one of the old Appeal readers. I
wish the Appeal every success for the
future in its fight for human rights.”

Fred A. Luknow, Ill, sends $1 for
his subscription to the Appeal to Rea-
son, and adds: “I am glad that Com-
rade Fred D. Warren is still alive and
has the old-time punch. Allow me a tear
for mot having ‘Our ‘Gene’ and J. A.
Wayland to help in the cruuge to
help smash our 100 percent pirates.
Will send in a club of subs as soon
as I can get them.” . ‘ :

C. H. Allen, Los Angeles, sends $1
for a year of the Appeal to Reason
and says: “I am deligbted'to learn
‘that the Appeal to: Reason will be re-
vived. The announcement was so un-
expected that it brought tears. I hope
tens of thousands of men and wondén
will also be overjoyed upen - hearing
of the noble work you are contem-
lating. - I began taking the Appeal to
]I’{eason in 1906 and was a supporier
$ill ‘the end of its useful days.”

Eyery new reader of The Freeman
should become a Freeman Army worker
and get new readers—make it an end-
less chain of popular propsganda!

is loyally in-
d has perfect

tion to the revived Appeal to Reason,”
writes  G. B. Freeman, Colo. “I am seo
 glad you ars going to reestablish the
dear, old Appeal to Reason. 1 pre-
dict your projeet will go ever with
a bang. T believe the conditions are
‘vipe Tor a counter attack on the rotten
fortress of eapitaliem. I am past 76.
So many of the meémberas of the old
Appesl A
campaigning. Bui we can encourage
you and help you with a little meney
now and then. Well, here is wishing you
all the success that can come te a
faithful smervant of the working class.”

James F. Fallg, Jr, Los Agﬁ;@des. sub.
scribes for the Appeal to Reason and
writes:  “T wgnt to see the Appes]. to
Reason born again with ¥réd D. War-
ren, the Fighting Bditer, in charge. I
wapt to Be ‘a, memBer of the

Army, helping to make a splendid

lists.© The . great idea is to employ

coss of the rebork Appesl to Hessem

- { present

“] enclose $1 for a year’s subserip-|

Army are tes old for much S

Appes]

'BY NORMAN THOMAS

Wﬁat I have to say on this sub'

ject is neither by way 7pf wounded
feelings mor apology. ‘' Amerite’s

Way Out has been very kindly
‘treated by both coritics and the pub-
lie. T contains so much  that is
comtroversial that I expect—even if-
vite—discussion. There- are, -how-
ever, three types of comment which
seem to me more or less ‘to mriss
the whole point and purpesa of my
book ‘and therefore likely to start:
off discussion-en the wrong foot: "

The first sort of comment which
seems to me wholly erroneous was
best typified by Lewis Gannett's
-reviethint tl;ie dHerqch_ %’roigunc,; H:
purports to find in my book no grea
div ce from the views of vaxrgﬁs
intelligent captainsg of industry and
politics—Dwight Morrow, Owen -D.
Young, or even Al Smith. If so,
Mr. Gannett must have _esoteric

knowledge of the opinions o%;,y thm

gentlemen, concealed carefully by
glwem from the world, and " evan
from themselves. " I " advocate “the
social acquisition of all-natural re-
sources and the principal means of
production and distribution in omne
generation under an arrangement by
whieh all outstanding securities -with
which they may-be bought shall ‘be
amortized. ' I advocate a tax reash-
ng 100 percent .of the rental -value
of urban land and othsr ‘devices to
;‘;ake saclety th:y lanﬂlo}:;id;‘-‘ this to
accompanied very gwadu-
abted income and inheritance taxss
to wipe out economie dynssties,; |
vide funds in a_ transitional peri
for social eervicés and to facilitéte
payment for socialized indukidiex.
The general direction of  economic
activity is to be under a general
gianm board and the. principle will
roduetion for use, mot profit.
If Messrs. Morrow and Smith stand
for this, let them say so. This, not
certain immediate suggestions ghout
unemployment and foreign relations,
is the heart of our seecialist pro-
gram. ’ '
The second comment, a corollary
of the first, is that somehow -mine
is “a new and compromising. social-
ism.” It is a restatement of social-
ism in the light of post-war devel-
opment. ©° In making this restate-
ment, with deep acknowledgment of
the debt we owe to Karl Marx, I
have made certain sfrictures on the
day adequacy of Marxism
which some of my Socialist Triends
may. legitimately debate. But in
my ‘essential. philosophy and Ppro-
gram, 1 am more, not less, radical
than the majority of .the Britigh
Labor "Party or the German Secial
Democrats in action. and at least as
radical as standard books ‘on Social-
ism by Kautsky, the Webbs, Shaw,
Cole, Tawney, and others. To‘assert
the contrary is to igmore the Sotial-
ist literature of many years. =~ - 3
Finally and more important, my
book is ecriticized directly, ‘or by, in-
ference, a8 not - fiery_ enough, with+
‘out burning issue—not likely to send

me or others to man barricades.

Now, it is precisely ‘the point of
the book that the age of harricades
is gone; that the whole violence of
our day of poison gas and airplanes
is not street fighting ‘but something
incredibly worse. Violence. probably
arising originally out of anew world
war is all too likely. I “have
said in my book that if T lived on
Mars and ‘was betting on war and
peace on earth as if on. a horse
race, I'd bet on war. But war is not
inevitable and ‘its cost is terrible
beyond imagination. Nor is a sat-
isfactory revolution the certain or
even probable consequence of so great
a cataclysm. The whole purpose of
Socialism as against Communism is
if it be possible to bring about rev-
olution by methods short of whole-
sale violence of war. We should
join the most radical in killing capi-
talism at one blow if we could sep-
arate capitalism from life and kill
it without unimaginable disaster.
Since war cannot do this, it is re-
actionary and not radical or revolu-
tionary to aceept without fprther
inquiry or effort wholesale violence
as the inevitable means of construc-
tive social revolution.

GEO. H. SHOAF JOINS APP

- George H, Shoaf, now living in
Los Angeles, way at one time an
important contributor to the Appeal
to Reagson. He was 'kept_'b.usy by
Editor Warren covering important
news events. Thousands of Appeal
readers remember his thrilling arti-
cles.

Now comes a letter
in which he sends us
put on the Appeal to Reason sub-
scription list for a year.” He sends
$13 to pay for these and his owr
sub, His letter will be of interest:

Your announcement, just ' re-
ceived, that Fred D. Wsarren is
able and willing, with your cq!--
laboration, to accept the editorship
of the Appeal to Reason, revived
and made more militant than ever,

‘js the mesd cheering news that

hag comé my way in twenty years.

The ' present .depression, which has

nat reached its crisis; is the time

of all times to put across Social-
ist propagands; and a paper like
the old Appesl to. Reason, “espe-
eially with Warren in editorial
charge, is just the medium: through
which such ropaganda can  be

made most effective.. - .

If I am not mistaken in the tem-
ar of the American people, 1 be-
ieve yeour announcement will find
ingtant and t{remendous rvespomsg.

It is unnecessary for 'me to s'iy-

that I am ready to cooperate with

the enterpirise. ‘in ‘every - possible
way. I love Warren for the good
he did in the old heroic days, and
- T believe he will make good again,

The Appeal to Regson will bégin
publicatien when we receive 10,000
advance subseriptions and . pledges
to send- in two - yearly subs  each
month for 12 months. A single
gubscription. eoste: $1 ear ;. Am;
¢lubs of four: or moré -
only BOe . per year. : (
foreigm $1.50 per yed

EAL

from Shoaf,
24 names to

ot o
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One Dollar by the Yéar

Admits Rich Grab Most, But Says
~ They Pay Too Much

The national ~ radio address on
May 24 by Secretary .of the Treas-

sury - Mellon can. bé summed up
briefly and bluntly as follows: “Eux-
tend taxes on the - smaller incomes
bul for God’s sake don’t roise taxes
on the higher imcomes.” It is true
that Mellon: did not specifically ad-
vise this policy. He . implied it,
however, in words that were un-
mistakable. We know that Mellon’s
policy .all along has been to protect
the rich from high taxation. He
characterizes this as a class tax. Of
eourse it is. It is a tax on those
who can best afford to pay. What
is any tax but a class tax on those
who have the money? It would be
useless-to tax those who have noth-
ing. Capitalismm has already taxed
them into « condition of poverty.
It is brutally possible for the
government to extend taxes on
smaller incomes, to reduce income
tax exemptions, and to grab from
the common people what little they
have. The government could make
the struggle harder for millions who
are struggling for a bare existence.
And Mellon’s radio message indi-
cates his belief that this taxation
of the poor, with continued favor-
jtism toward the rich, would con-
stitute “a well-balanced system.”
Mellon Would Tax Small Incomes

We must admit that Mellon’s lan-
guage was very gentle and euphe-
mistic. He iz reported as saying
that “our income tax base is too
narrow.” What this means in plain

language is that more of the com-

mon people should be taxed and that
small incomes now tax-exempt should
be foreibly reduced by taxation.
This is the main point suggested if
not demanded by Mellon; and it is
accompanied by the statement that
the rich are unfairly taxed.

Showing what an economic au-
thority he is, Mellon stressed the
fact that “some 380,000 individuals
pay about 97 percent of the total
amount received from individual in-
come taxes.” His conclusion is that
this means unfair taxation of the
rich. Our conclusion is that this
proves the rich are grabbing an
unfair proportion of the country's
wealth. There are 2,500,000 citizens
in the United States who pay in-
dividual income taxes. Ninety-seven
percent of these taxes are paid by
380,000 individuals. These are Mel-
lon’s own figures. They are official
figures. They prove the concentra-
tion of wealth in America and the
unfairness, not of taxation on this
great wealth, but of the acquisition
of this wealth.

Mellon Defends His Class

This position of a few very rich
men in the nation’s income tax
rating shows that they are absorb-
ing enormously the greater share of
the national wealth. Yet Mellon
says that the tax upon these rich
men is a elass tax and he implies—
he plainly means—that it is an un-
fair tax, The fact that Mellon
himself is among these 380,000 rich-

est men ‘will probably be accepted
as a sufficient: explanation of his
point of view. - But is Mellon really
an opponent of class taxation?

Let us see. There are two main
suggestions for a revision of income
taxes. One suggestion is that lower
incomes shall be taxed not more but
perhaps less, while taxes shall be
increased on the excessively higher
incomes. This proposal is made by
those who - are interested in economic
justice and who wish by this method
of taxation to correct at least par-
tially the serious condition of con-
centrated wealth in America. Sec-
retary Mellon is very hostile to this
measure. He implies a very strong
belief that taxes should be made
more extensive and heavy upon. the
common people—urpon the poorer
class who are least able to . pay.
Thus we see that Mellon, far from
being opposed to class taxation, is
apparently in favor of an increased
taxation upon the poor class while
objecting to an increased taxation
upon the rich class.

And with typical arrogance or
stupidity Mellon cites, as an argi-
ment against higher taxation of the
rich, the fact that the rich have
most of the money in the country.

Financial Agent of the Rich

The federal government has a defi-
cit of a billion dollars and Senator
Couzens predicts that by July 1,
1932, the deficit will be two billions.
It is admitted generally that this
situation is grave and demands gov-
ernment economy or higher taxation.
No one takes seriously the talk of
economy. It 1is significant that
Hoover, giving out the story that
he has plans for saving a few
millions out of a billion-dollar defi-
cit, neglects to explain how he will
make this comparatively small sav-
ing. Such talk at this time has

all the -appearance: of - mere cam-
paign propaganda. -Senator Couzens
evidently places: np faith in- the
Hoover ballyhoo of economy, as he
looks forward to a two billion-dol-
lar deficit in 1982.. Thus it seems
that- higher -taxation is- the  big
problem. .

- It is further evident from Mel-
lon’s radio -address that he is ex-
pecting a higher tax program. Bor-
rowing ‘to -meet : the deficit is, he
says, “‘only a-temporary expedient.”
And heé adds that-the deficit is a
“matter of grave concern.” - -What,
then, is- Mellon’s’ concern in this
critical situation? His ‘one idea is
to protect the very rich from higher
taxation.- He hints instead that: the
problem’ can be: solved by wider
taxation upon the eommon people.
He prefers- that the government
should pick the-pockets of the com-
mon- people that™.are nearly empty
instead of drawing -from the huge
financial reserves of the rich.

This is the position taken by the
man who has been called “the great-
est Secretary of: the Treasury since
Alexander Hamilton.” The great-
ness may be denied although the
comparison may stand. Hamilton
was at heart a monarchist and de-
cidedly a believer in the theory
that the‘ new -country of - America
should : belong to the moneyed class.
Mellon also is a finaneial agent of
the rich. - He believes that the
moneyed class should rule America
and that this class should not bear
its just share of the burdens of
government, - He believes that ‘it is
right for- the rich to take millions
in profits and escape with light
taxation. -

Favoritism to Great Fortunes

In speaking about class “taxation
and the grave problem of the deficit,
Mellon omitted to mention one in-

teresting faot. On, ihcomes over
$100,000 there is no graduated rise
in the rate of taxation. The 504
men who had incomes of $1,000,000
each in- 1929 paid no higher tax
rate than the men who had incomes
of $100,000. The 36 men who had
incomes of $5,000,000 each in 1929
paid no higher tax rate than the
men who had incomes of $100,000.
Betweer® a $100,000 yearly income
and_a $5,000,000- yearly income there
is a wide range of amazingly rich
incomes on which the tax rate is con-
stant. ‘

This means that the government
does not tax these incomes in ac-
cordance with their size. Favor-
itism is shown in the policy of taxa-
tion on these larger incomes. This
is net class taxation but class favor-
itism in keeping the tax rate rela-
tively low upon the highest incomes.

Under ‘the present federal tax
policy the ordinary tax is 1% per-
cent on incomes up to and including
$7,500. The tax is raised to 3 per-
cent on incomes ranging from $8,000
to $11,500, inclusive; to 5 percent
on incomes ranging from $12,000 to
$5,000,000 or any greater amount.

There is a surtax rate of 1 per-
cent ‘on incomes ranging from $10,-
500, to $14,000; of 2 percent for in-
comes of $16,000; there is a 1 per-
cent ‘increase for each $2,000 addi-
tional up to and including a $28,000
income; then an increase of 1
percent for each additional $4,000
up to  and including a  $64,-
000 income; an income of $§70,-
000 has another 1 percent addition
in the surtax; there is a rise of 1
percent in the surtax from $70,000
to $80,000; and from $80,000 to
$100,000 there is another 1 percent
rise,  making incomes of $100,000 a
year pay an ordinary tax of 5 per-
cent and a surtax of 20 percent.

"Why

The graduated, rising tax ends at

the $100,000 mark. All incomes
above that figure, whether they are
$200,000 or $300,000 or $500,-
000 . or $1,000,000 or $3,000,-

000,000 or $5,000,000, pay only the
same rates: of 5 percent ordinary
tax and 20 percent surtax.

The surtax is paid on the differ-
ence between an income of $10,000
and such higher income as the in-
dividual may have. Thus an in-
dividual having an income of $40,000
pays a tax of 5 percent on his full
income of $48,000 and a surtax of
12 percent on $38,000.

Tax Gigantic Fortunes 100 Percent!

The inheritance tax is only 20
percent on all estates over $100,000.
Obviously the government is reliev-
ing higher incomes of millions of
dollars in taxation which justly they
should bear. Why should incomes
of more than $100,000 and up to
$5,000,000 and even more than
$5,000,000 pay only a 5 percent or-
dinary tax and a 20 percent surtax?
shouldn’t all incomes over
$100,000 pay a straight 50 percent
tax? or a 75 percent tax? or even
a 100 percent tax? 1Is any man’s
labor of hand or- brain aside from
his exploiter’s privilege as an owner
worth more than $100,000 a year?
Is it worth that much? Would it
really be a hardship for a rich-man
to confine himself to an “income of
$100,000 a year?

It cannot be objected that this
wotuld interfere with the soundness
of the capital structure of indus-
try, for we are here considering the
individual incomes of the rich own-
ers of industry. On the contrary,
it is clear that industry would be
in a far sounder position if it did
not have to pay such huge incomes
to the individual owners.

The government could

meet  its

ellon, in Arrogant Defense of Rich, Opposes “Class Tax”

deficit and have a surplus if it would
increase drastically the taxation on
incomes of more than $100,000, in-
crease the inheritance tax (rnow only

20 percent on estates of more than
$100,000 and none on smaller es-

|tates), and increase the corporation

tax, which is now only 12 percent.
But this is opposed by Mellon, who
calls it a class tax. He believes in
letting the rich keep their crimi-
nally vast fortunes, in taxing them
lightly and making up the govern-
ment. deficit by increasing taxation
on the incomes of the common peo--
ple. This is the clear and undis-
puted interpretation of Mellon’s
radio address. U

Protecting the rich has been Mel-
lon’s policy throughout his two terms
and now his third term as Secretary
of the Treasury. Had Mellon lived
just before the French Revolution
he would have opposed taxing the
nobility and favored “broadening the
base” of taxation by squeezing more
out of the already crushed. and des-
perate peasants and middle classes.
But probably Mellon is not very
familiar with history. His theory
of statesmanship is only temporary
and short-sighted, being founded on
the maxim that the rich should get
all they can and keep it as long as
they can.

It is Mellon’s job as Secretary of
the Treasury to protect the rich.
This is not his supposed job—it is
not his constitutional job—it is not
his democratic job—but it is his real
job. This is also President Hoover’s
job. Nor are they merely political
agents of the rich. They are that
and more. They are both rich men.
They are serving their own inter-
ests, which are profoundly opposed
to the interests of the common peo-
ple of America.

THE CHURCH IS A MENACE
TO THE NEGROES

BY CLARENCE DARROW

The Negroes as a class are the
most religious people in America.
They are never too poor to raise
money. to-build a new church, and
however the white people may feel
about wages and race segregation,
they are always ready to contrib-
ute to'a Negro church. I have at-
tended their services on New Year’s
Eve and other occasions and noted
‘their religious fervor . often reach-
ing hysteria, Like most revivals,
‘no word of reason or fact or phi-
losophy is heard. The occasion is a
religious orgy. Expressions such as,

[cLaEncE
DARROW

“Praise the Lord,” “Glory Hallelu-
jah” and the like are shouted at
the tops of their voices. These words
are seldom connected with any com-
prehensible sentence. If they have
.no- meaning, they at least stir the
- auditors to an. emotion not unlike
any other revelry. - It is not idle
- curiosity . that draws me to one of
these orgies. For many years I have
held the opinion that the Negroes
“are a -long-suffering” people, and in
'spite of my-own views ‘on religious
' questions I cannot deny a feeling of
satisfaction - that for .a time they
seem to forget their disabilities and
troubles. I know that -this self-
hypnotism is like any other narcotic,
dangerous when taken in ‘too large
doses. I know that, after the exal-
fation, depression must come and
that the net result is injurious and
brings more pain than pleasure.
. The Negro Needs Less Religion

I would be the last one to inter-
fere with their religious orgies, dnd
I am inclined to believe- that for
some of the revelers the. few hours
of forgetfulness are worth the price.
But - I am interested in the Negro
as a “race’ or-a “people,” and can-
not avoid ‘the ' conclusion that their
slow and .painful struggle for greater
' opportunities would be made easier
. if -they ‘were less religious. The de-
velopment ‘'of any people is greater
. in’ proportion to their. depéndence on
reason, and .an ability to face the
facts, however hard the facts may be.
: Assuming ' that there is a God,
what reason has the Negro to praise
‘him? - Is. God his friend? If so,
why has he made -the Negroes the
hewers of - wood and drawers of
water through all the long and
dreary past?  And why is it that
even boday men and women of cour-
age and'intellect are forced to deg-
radation and humiliation because of
the color. or fancied color .of their
skin? God could change it all in
the twinkling of an eye. In. fact, it
was only by his will that this suffer-
ing was ever forced upon the black
man.. . . o

‘1 can understand the causes that
made. the Negro religious.” During
his- long servitude in bondage he
was taught religion. He was closely
watched to prevent the -growth of
ahy aorganization that might by
chance teach him _independence.
There: was only one place where he
-hiwe Wind - could - meet, and. this

was the church. The masters knew
that he could learn no sedition there.

Together with other ideas he was
industriously taught the text: “Ser-
vants, obgy your master.” The
church needed no supervision. It
was supported by the whites. Its
influence was safe and good. The
colored man learned to sing and

pray. He was taught his place, and
he learned it well. Even after the
Civil War, when his legal - freedom
was assured, the Negro had no place
in the leading churches. There were
white churches and colored churches,
and there could be no common com-
munion even in.the worship of God.
The white people helped the Negro
build his churches, and even his
Y. M. C. A’s, but these were “Jim-
Crow” churches and “Jim-Crow” Y.
M. C. A.s, although both worshipped
the same God .and read the same
book. It is not possible that the
whites would exclude them  on earth

but would associate with themt in|

Heaven. - Those who ‘believe in ex-
cluding them from white churches
and white Y. M. C. A’s will of
course expect them to keep their
place in Heaven and expect God to
treat them mno. better there.

Heaven, and of
course the whites will take the choice
of places in the hereafter as they

do now.. If there is a God he must

know and approve of all of ‘this. It
is. perfectly . plain that if there is a
God. and he holds man and his
destiny in the hollow of his hand,
then. this God is white. No one
would ever - conceive that this God
was black. -What can the Negro
expect of a white God who has al-

ready countenanced and approved of.

his place of servitude through the
ages? Will he do any better or dif-
ferently in Heaven than he has upon
the Earth?

Spends Too Much on the Church

Evely observer of the Negro
knows that he spends too much of
his meager income on the church.
In our big cities they are trying to
imitate the whites.  Not only have
some of the organizations succeeded
in building elaborate churches, but,
I am informed, they have ‘paid”
choirs. While tens of thousands are
standing in bread lines, the contribu-
tions to extravagant churches go on.
It is not easy for an outsider to see
how any luxury or extravagance is
needed for the worship of ‘God.

The Negroes need almost every-
thing that modern civilization de-
mands. :They have but one medical
school in all the South. They are
almost without hospitals. They have
reached the point where they can-
not much longer rely upon the aid
of the whites. They have already
come to be competitors of the whites
in industry, and even in the profes-
sions, literature and art. They must
soon go ‘“on their own.” Their
future progress needs education, op-
portunity, intelligence and, above all,
courage. The Negro, like the rest,
must look out for this world. Be-

fore he robs himself to increase the
extravagance of the church, he
should - ask ~ the simple question:

What has his God and the church
doné for him?

IN THE confused state of law and
action relating to Sunday observ-
ance today the richer classes enjoy
a large measure of freedom; they
have their golf and tennis, their cars,
their week-ends by the sea or in the
country. The poorer members of
the community, however, find. Sunday
a day of boredom and prohibitions.

WE FEEL THAT the interests, physe
ical, intellectual, and moral, of our
fellow men and women would be
better sgrxed if they .were enabled
to play games and attend theaters,
lectures and concerts, museums and
art galleries, on the one day in the
week which they have available for
recreation. : .

- FORGETFULNESS of the unseen is
not at all unnatural, or blameable. It
is for the churches - to supply rea-
sons ‘for positive belief.

New

CONDITIONS .demand new
ideas. - e ¢

Those |
‘Negroes who go to Heaven will go
to. a *“Jim-Crow”

Tom Burns, Prominent
Oregon Socialist, for
the Appeal

The announcement that E.
Haldeman-Julius would revive
the Appeal to Reason with
Fred D. Warren, the Fighting
Editor, in cha ge was a thrill-
ing news flask. to Tom Burns,
formerly State Secretary of
the Socialist party in Oregon.
He at once telegraphed to Mr.
Haldeman-Julius as follows:

“Congratulate you and Fred
Warren on rebirth of Appeal
to. Reason. With you to a
cinder.” . _

Right-o! We'll see that ‘the
cinders fly in the right direc-
tion.

Tom'Burns is one of the best
workers in The Freeman

. Army. .

|

BUNK: 1931 MODELS - |
i the most popular..radio feature.is
astrology.: Evangeline Adams . has

BY L. M. BIRKHEAD
Our boast is that we have a scien-
tific civilization. But is it as. free
from superstition, fears and hokum
as the so-called ages of-faith?-
I am of the opinion that while
our fears and superstitions are less

rcruel and more refined and our ho-

kum more subtle, 'yet there exists
as widespread credulity and gullibil-
ity as in the eras of religious con-

viction.

“The will to believe” is still strong.
Occultism and pseudo-science, modi-
fied and brought up to date, are as
powerful as ever. .

The vast majority of people are
still expecting to defeat the laws of
nature and of life by magic—by
“Master Words of Magical Virtue.”
They do not cotnt on science and
effort but they anticipate that by
means of astrology, graphology,
palmistry, numerology, physioggomy,
crystal gazing, tea leaves, or some
other form of magic they will be
able to overcome the law of cause
and effect. )

A recent report states that the
American peopl¢ are paying $125,-
000,000 annually. to 250,000 fortune-

L tellers of one sort or another.

The literature which I receive
about occultism and fortune-telling
amazes' me. 'That human beings are
credulous enough to accept blindly
the promises of this literature is
more amazing still.

“Science’s Greatest Discovery”

Here, for instance, is a post card

inviting me to two lectures by a

gentleman who advertises himself as
“The Human Radio.” He ‘admits
that he has made “‘science’s great-
est discovery.” He promises to teach
his listeners ‘“how you can tune in
on - your own conditions, and how
you can determine some of the
causes of' your Baldness, Constipa-
tion, Pyorrhea, Nervousness, -etc.”
He also warns in his notice of the
lectures that “the human eye is one
of the most sensitive receiving .sta-
tions we possess, and it reveals four
distinct types of men, women and
children.” He warns that “brown-
eyed people should not eat the same
as blue-eyed or grey-eyed -individu-
als.” ' Also that “type No. 2 should
not use lemons or grape-fruit- and
type No. 4 must not drink anything

 hot.” '

Recently I have been bombarded
with literature offering me “the

amazing secrets of life” for six dol-’

lars. And if I take advantage .of
the offer within a certain number
of days.I.will not only receive the
“amazing secrets of life” but also a
“Jiffy Waffle Iron,” or a copy of
“How to Demonstrate Prosperity.”
The radio Khas made us familiar
with the claims of graphologists,
numerologists, astrologists, and other
“bunk-shooters,”
characterizes them.
The Bunk of Numerology

I have heard the numerologist on
the radio talking out the magic
power of numbers. To be successful
it- is necessary to have the right

" number - of  letters in one’s .name.

as Carl Sandburg.

The name vibrations and numbers
must correspond. Recently, 1 re-
ceived an urgent invitation to hear
a numerologist lecture. . One of his
lecture subjects was “What Lucky
People Do About Their Numbers,”
and he promised an actual demon-
tration of. “how to count yourself
into ~ prosperity.” I have, for a
long time, heard that 7 and 11 were
lucky numbers: The numerologists
have added 38,5, 12 -and many other
numbers to the lucky list.
Graphology, the “science” of esti-
mating - character or - determining
personality by studying  handwrit-
ing, has also become a radio feature.
Graphologists claim to be able to
infer disposition, aptitudes, and in-
telligence from the manner in which
one forms one’s letters and arranges
one’s writing on the page. Hand-
writing = reveals thoughtfulness ' or
the lack of it, ideals, temper, cour-
age, self-reliance, emotions and all
other. human qualities. -Some graph-
ologists ‘claim that it is possible to
know more of the character ' of
Shakespeare from his signature than
from a study. of all of his plays.
But . of all the forms:of bunkum

made - it -familiar ‘to -the remotest
sections of the country by her na-
tional broadcasts. RN

Evangeline - Adams’ . Shameless ~ Racket

-Astrology ‘aims to “determine the
character, as well as the careers of
men, to predict their liability to dis-
ease and its issues, and to forecast
the destiny of men.” According to
“Astrology: Your Place in the Sun,”
a recent book by Miss ‘Adams, as-
trology “is the science of the effects
of Solar Currents on the living
things of our earth, especially on
human life.” -

‘Miss Adams gives advice to her
constituents about all manner - of
things—to surgeons on which day
to operate, to everybody on: which
days to buy: stocks and bonds, to
young people - on which days to
marry.

Astrology: had its origin in the
days when the: universe was a small
affair and when it was possible to
think of the stars -as concerned in
human welfare. Our earth was the
center: of the small universe. and
man ‘was the major concern of this
universe. )

With a universe extended into in-
finity it -is not easy to think of the
whole of ' space in human terms.
Moreover, it is quite - difficult now to
locate the econstellations. - Some of
them are as much as 100,000 ‘light
years away from us. ‘When one con-
siders ‘that light travels at the rate
of - 186,000 miles per second one

perceives the tremendous distances|.

in space. The astrologer may cal-
culate that the constellation by which
he is judging the-location of ‘Mars
or Saturn'is where. it seems to be.
A - scientific astronomer knows that
the constellation may be million of
miles: ‘away from where it seems
to-be.- Or it might possibly -have
disappeared 1,000 years ago.: -

‘A perusal -of - astrological : litera-
ture is -enlightening’ and disillusion-
ing. .1 purchased - an Evangeline
Adams horoscope at the ten-cent
store. ‘I read that among the rea-
sons -Miss Adams gives for know-
ing “How I Can Do These Things”
is the following statement: “King
Solomon; - the world’s wisest ruler,
ordered his affairs -by the counsel
of an astrologer” Miss Adams also
cautions: her readers, “Don’t leave
any place depressed.” - At least, she
will never forecast. any unpleasant
news for you. i : -
."Not long ago, a furrier and an
jce-cream manufacturer, born. at. the
same time,  received identical busi-
ness forecasts. RIS
" -Granted.that we -are. influenced by
“the Solar Current,” what -scientific
evidence: have we as to.the nature
of- that influence? None,. absolutely
none. Astrology comes from a day
when the poet could sing .
Thus some who. have the stars sur-

veyed e .

Are ignorantly led . ;

To think these glorious lamps - were
made / T

To light Tom Fool to bed.
 Granted: . that one’s handwriting
does reveal something.of one’s char-

acter, what does it reveal? That
is a matter about which grapholo-
gists are still quarreling.

Why Are People Gullible?

Why do people in such large num-
bers still “fall for such pure bunk-
um”? That is a difficult question to
answer. I can, however, give some
hints.

For one thing, 1 believe that
pseudo-science has a much more
powerful appeal for the mass of the
people than science. Pseudo-science
doesn’t need to observe the caution
of science, it can promise everything
in the name of science and in semi-
scientific language.

Also logic has a weak hold upon
the human mind. As Jastrow puts
it, logicality is not a natural human
quality, it is an acquired charac-
teristic. Credulity is more common.
We easily believe what we hope for
earnestly. .

Usually we fall for only one form
of bunk. Thus we have no oppor-
tunity to make a comparative study
of the claims and promises of the
various swindling schemes. All of
these forms of hokum make similar
claims and make essentially the same
promises—each one asserting that
#t- alone is the source of light and
wisdom.

The average person believes that
there is .some simple way to an-un-
derstanding of "~ human character.
But, as a matter of fact, human
character is so elusive and complex
a thing that with the help of all
of the sciences—biology, chemistry,
physics, psychology, sociology and
economics—we have not been able to
fathom it.

What our civilization needs is a
thorough intellectual purging. Non-
sense and hokum stand in the way
of a resolute facing of the facts of
life and the problems confronting
civilization. The question is: Arve
human beings able to face life ve-
alistically? Or do they need the
assistance of bunkum and hokum?

THE WORKERS NEED THE
" APPEAL

Editor, The American Freeman:

It was with a thrill that I saw
and read of the plan to bring back
to life the Appeal to Reasorn. 1 am

ranks only since 1928, but every-
where I have been propagandizing,
the question has bheen  repeatedly
asked, ‘“What has become of the Ap-
peal?” I have not only seen the
need for this propaganda paper,
but- have longed to have the chance
to get behind one of the old .4 ppeal
type. :

The workers of America are ready
for the Appeal, whether they know
that they want it or not! Certainly
the Socialists—at least those who
favor militancy in the movement—
are more than ready. It is just
what we need RIGHT NOW! I
hope for . immediate success in
launching it.

We here in Virginia have estab-
lished a vigorous, though still small,
organization, - with four locals and
about. 300 members—which is prac-
tically. as large as. we ever were
before the war. I believe that we
will grow very rapidly in the next
year or so, and that we can secure
thousands of subs for the Appeal.

T want to be counted a Soldier in
the Army of Emancipation, and am
going to not only ,join, but will en-
deavor to get other volunteers.—
Yours for the Revolution, David G.
George, State Secretary Socialist
Party of Virginia, Box 893, Rich-
mond,"fVa. W .

THE MAN FROM MARS

From. The Los Angeles Record. .
“So. you’ve got. depression, eh?”
said the gentleman from Mars. “How
come?”
A The Worlder shrugged his shoul-
ders.
“Plenty depression,” he admitted,
guiltily. ) .
“Short on food or something?”
asked the Martian. .
. “No too much food, in fact
" “Can’t get help. I suppose?”’
“Yup, all kinds o’ help.” ot
" “Hm, world must be all finished;

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

a young member and a recruit in the’

no work to do?” :
“Finished, heck! Hardly started
yet.” : e
The Martian scratched his head.
Then he brightened:

“Ha! I Lknow—you must lack
money!” :

“Nope! World’s bursting with
money.”

“You mean to tell me,” said the
visitor from the Beyond, “that you

have plenty of money, plenty of food,

plenty of labor, plenty of. brains, a
lot of work at world-construction to
do—and yet you've got depression?”

“That’s so.”

“You’ll excuse me,” said the Mar-
tian, “but I’ve always lived among
sane people—and I guess I’ll beat
it the heck outa here. You sound
like a bunch o’ rummies to me. I
wonder you take the trouble to
live. . . .7

So he caught the first Interstellar
Limited back home.

* LET Us suppose that an “Infidel”
desires to accept Christianity. How
can "he- know what “acceptance”
legitimately implies? Is it merely a
question of accepting certain . dog-
mas? If so, what are the necessary
dogmas? Is it, in addition, a ques-
tion of joining some Church in
which the' Christian tradition and
the Christian way of salvation are
embodied? If so, which one of the
Christian churches fulfils these con-
ditions? Must one go the whole way
to Rome? - Or is it sufficient to go
only part of the way to the Episco-
pal church? Or the short way to
Unitarianism? On none of these
questions is there even an approxi-
mation to agreement among men who
call themselves Christians.

We are working hard to make The
Freeman more effective each week.
Won't you show your approval by
sending in a club of subs?

WE SEE in Christian theology and
ceremonial many ideas and prac-
tices born not of logic nor of fact,
b.ut of the typical striving of primi-
tive peoples in part to explain 2
yvorld they do not understand, and,
in part also, to propitiate superior
natural forces of whose power they
are afraid.

AN “INFIDEL” is a person who
does not agcept the truth of the
Christian revelation. What reasons
are there, of an adequate kind,
which suggest for a moment that an
“Infidel” is any way & less desira-
ble member of society than one who
has faith?

THE “INFIDEL” is compelled to the
rejection of Christian dogma on
grounds derived from the compara-
tive study of religions and the evi-
dence of comparative anthropology.

MOONEY INNOCENT, WRITES
GOV. LA FOLLETTE OF
WISCONSIN

Unoﬂicially Urges Pardon for
Mooney in Letter to the
California Governor

San Francisco—Tom Mooney is
innocent and should be pardoned, is
the belief expressed by Governor
Philip F. La Follette of Wisconsin
in a letter which has been received
by Governor James Rolph, Jr., of
California. Unofficially, Governor La
Follette recommends that the Cali-
fornia governor review the Mooney
case with an open mind, disregard-
ing Mooney’s economic and political
views and studying only the ques-
tion of actual - guilt for the erime
charged. Governor La Follette’s let-
ter is as. follows:

Dear Governor Rolph:

The case. of Thomas J. Mooney has
attracted - national .attention.

I apprehend that owing -to Mooney's
political and economie views, - many
people are prejudiced either for -or
against him. In cases of this char-
acter it thus happens that ‘people form
strong prejudices -in favor of execu-
tive clemency, or opposed to it, on the
basis of the ‘prisoner’s economic and
political views, rather than ‘on the
-question' of his guilt or innocence or
on his meriting of clemency.- .

I take the liberty of enclosing here-

With a copy of my reasons for.extend-
ing executive clemency in a ‘case in-
volving a communist.
. From my examination of the facts
in Mooney’s case, I am convinced of
his innocence. This alone leads me
to take the liberty of urging your care-
ful consideration of the case.

I am fully aware of the tremendous
d.emands upon the time of the execu-
tgve_ of_ a great commonwealth like
Callfqrma. I feel, however, that this
case 1s one that warrants the personal
consideration of the governor, and T
take the liberty of adding my ’personal
and unofficial appeal to you in view
of the facts. .

With kind regards, and with assur-
ence of my respect, I beg to remain
Faithfully yours,

PHILIP F. LA FOLLETTE.
.Concernmg the case of a commu-
nist, referred to by Governor La
Follette, we have no information.
A copy of that enclosure was not
given out for publication.

" WE RESENT the anthropemorphism
of Christianity, its attempt to make
God in the image of man. The more
a purified theology seeks to strip it
of its anthropomorphic trappings, the
less does it remain essentially Chris-
tian, the more it becomes a merely
philosophic system the authority of
which depends upon the adequacy
it can prove for the logic_ it em-
bodies. .

To the New Readers---

If you belong to the millionare class, we don’t expect you to
like The Freeman. But if you are an ordinary American citizcn
—one of the millions who feel the injustice of this system ani
wonder what it’s all about—then The Freeman is decidedly the
kind of paper you want. Our policy is to publish the solid, import-
ant truth about economic conditions. We expose the fraud and
hypocrisy of capitalistic politicians. We tell our readers whal
conditions really are in the United States and we explain these
conditions. Become a regular reader of The Freeman and you

will be keenly on the lookout for

each week’s issue. The subscrip-

tion price of The “Freeman is orly $1 a year ($1.50 in Canada

and other foreign countries). Use the order blank
the growing list of Freeman readers.

below and join

man.
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The American Freeman, Girard, Kansas. ot
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countries) for a year’s subscription to The American Free-
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