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$ 1 00 000,000 M oore-Spo{isored Bond Swmdle
Throws Its Shadow on Vice President Curtis

By Marcet. Haldeman-Julius

The oil scandal of the Harding administration is likely to be thrown
into the shade by a gigantic bond racket which has flourished vu:lously and
brazenly under the capxtahstlc regime of Hooverism. Investigations of it are
now bemg conducted in various cities by the United States Department of
Justice. These investigations, which come after a long and conspicuous
delay, reveal a far-extended, unscrupulously opcrated scheme, running into
the one hundred million dollar graft figure. Ths scheme is based on selling
honds and, in case after case, regaining by fraud and chicanery the property
represented by the bonds sold to a trusting mulhtude of small investors.
The téns of thousands of victims are helpless in the face of crookedness
backed by the powerful machinery of capitalistic piracy.

The gigantic theft has been carried on in the name of the Amencan
Bond and Mortgage Company with headquarters in Chicago and its subsid-
iary company, The Long Acre Engineering and Construction Company of
New York. William J. Moore, the head of the American Bond and Mortgage
Company, and his son Charles head an infamous ring of swindlers who
boast the friendship of senators, of representatives, of Cabinet members and
~—of the Vice-President of the United States, Charles Curtis. The men in
this ring have become peculiarly adept in selling bond issues on real estate
promotion schemes involving hotels and apastment houses which later,
through a systematic juggling of holding corporations and trusteeships, they
manage dishonestly to manipulate -into their own hands. Among these
hotels is the Mayflower hotel in Washington, D. C., where Curtis lives in an
eleven-room suite for which he pays the astomshmgly small and susplclon
provoking amount of —$5.35 a day!

Vice President Gets $144.65 Graft Per Day

He pays $5.35 a day for a suite for which Harry F. Sinclair paid’ 5150

per day during his trial for contempt of the !Inited States Semate! Why

is this absurdly cut rate given to the Vice-President of the United States -

by the hotel magnate who is the leading man of this- maraudmg band of'

modern high-powered brigands? Possible answers come to one’s mind:

Is it because the honorable Mr. Curtis, as senator and while occupylng
the dlgmﬁed office that he now holds, has rendered valuable personsl :
political .aid _to these bond grafters. of which Wiiliam J. Moore and hls sons
in control of this Mayflower hotel are the heads? ' :

s the rumored disinclination of Curtis to vun again for Vlee-l’resldent
and presumably his wish to become again United States Senator from Kan-
sas (wilere “Charlie” Curtis can do no wrong} animated in some part or
in_chief part by this impending scandal of startt'mg national proportions?

For, ‘more, much more, than the loss of mest of the savings of the in-

vestors in the Moore-sponsored bond issues is involved in this scandal which

‘throws it shadow on even the Vic-President of the United States! It kas
a dark and sinister side. Suicides—and perhaps even the strange and as
yet unsolved disappearance of former Supreme Court Justice Joseph Force
Crater—have been the direct or indirect result of the activities of these
racketeering friends of Curtis who entertain him with such strange gener-
osity at a thirtieth of their regular rate while they greedily snatch the sav-
ings of more than 50,000 investors and the interest on almost $100 000,000
of bonds sold by the American Bond and Mortgage Company is in default.
But, although the first' complaint against the Moore ring was made to the
Department of Justice more than feur years ago, the government has been
curiously silent. It has made no effort to check these disgraceful’ operations
‘that have involved millions of dollars.in loot, that have left death and ruin
in their wake and that have brought losses to all who have been lnvelgled
into the net of these plundering bandits. It is only within the last six months
that official inyestigations have been begun. The ugly reports of the Ameri-
can Bond and Mortgage Company’s depredations grew too numerous and
‘too.Joud to be totally ignored, no matter how influential its friends.

The theater on which this hotel-wrecklng-property-grabbmg-rmf has

staged its shady transactions has been wide. It has reached from Maine
1o Florida. The scenery has shifted often but the grim drama has been
practically the same whether it has centered around the $5,000,000 White
Hall Hotel in Palm Beach, the $5,000,000 Longwood Towers in Brookline,
Mass the $3 000,000 Mayfmr Hotel at Philadelphia, the $3,000,000 Hud-
son Towers (part hotel, part hospital) at 72nd and West End Avenue- in
New York City or the 315 000,000 Park Central Hotel at 55th Street and
and Tth Avenue, also in New York City. In each of tllese cases—to men-
tion only a few—the original owners or bond holders were left to hold
the sack while Moore and his gang walked off the ncher by a valuable
propertv

Did Curtns Protect this Gang of Fmancnal Plrates?

One of the members of this slippery bunch is- the notorious ex-convnct,

Al Gross, to whom Curtis is indebted for valuable support at a-critical

moment. In the 1928 pre-convention campaign Gross was active in help-

ing Matthew Q. Glazer manage the Curtis-for-President-Club, with head-
quarters at the Moyflower Hotel. 'Gross was one of Curtls most perslstent
and enthusiastic boosters. Inevitably the question arises in one’s mind:

* Has Curtis shown his gratitude by helping to spread the cloak of

1

sxlence over this ptnnderlng gang wlnle unmolested they went on their. terri-

ble, tragedy-trailing way?

“For*the Libby Hotel swmdle drlps wnth tragic lmpllcatlons Many of

New York’s East siders invested in it and when the very Amerlcan Bond

and Mortgage Company, which had induced them to put their savings in it,

foreclosed a $1,500,000 mortgage on this hotel, these people—more than

3,000 of them—lost everything. They lost while Mary Lyons, a stenog-

rapher in the office of Martin Lippman, the attorney for the. American- Bond:

and Mortgage Company, made a m;sterwus profit of $1,000,000.

- Joseph F. Crater became its receiver and—disappeared never fo be
seen or beard from again.

It is said that Al Gnss, who so consplcuously‘

been getting rake-offs from these

_losses connected with this prop:
- when shortly aﬂer the - ‘magip

sulted from the operations of thesi
the founder of the $5,000,000 Le
. wiped.out by the. Moore. ring he,’

' etuﬁ Through- the law firm of Dinc

aided Curtis in the last campﬁgi llad ‘made tl!reets agamst Crater, who

had cost him (Gross) a cool million: by a decision he had rendered.

“P'll ruin him if it’s the Tast a of my life,” is what Gross is reported
to have said and has never publicly denied. ;

When Mrs. Crater was going ‘through her husbands papers, by this
time a Supreme Court Justice, she found this memorandum: -

“Lrbby Hotel—There will be a very large sum due me for service when

the city pays the $2,350,000 in coudemnatlon Martin Llppman will axttend '

to it. Keep in touch with him.”

Lippman, who has been Moores represenhtlve in many of these scan-

dalous transactions, has deelared thz there was no foundation for this state-
ment of Crater’s; that his fee was'to have been only abeut $10,000. But
it was pointed out later that there had been..another occasion on which
Crater had been involved in condemnation proceedings in real estate prop-
erty ":I which the American Bonﬂ and Mortgage Company was deeply in-
tereste

For one of the favonte methods of this cheatlng gang, so friendly and
so suspiciously generous with Vice-President Curtis, has been to deal in
mortgages on property about to be condemned. It is obvious what easy
pickings this has meant for their adrolt light fingers.

What Does Pres. Hoover Think of This Scandal?

One wonders what Herbert Hoover thinks of it all.
of his own record as a promoter of shady mining stock, one is justified in
suspecting him of sympathizing with this kind of racket.
is that the sucker traps of these friends of the Vice-President of the United
States are startlingly like the sucker traps of the President of .the United
States before he assumed that office. The Moore gang bait their traps for
the unwary with the mortgage bemds of swanky hotels and ‘million-dollar
apartment houses which they have: their subsidiary company build and meny
of which never pay. ' Herbert Heaver baited his traps with phony ‘mining

stock. He, too, used to sponsor a.g¢ ncern, squeeze it, kiss it good-bye, andv ‘_
_pocket the profits.

That's how he

pcame a mllhonalre
Just how many government o

ficials and exactly who among them have
fafty deals of this $100,00 ,000 rack-
gt the fact that this band of pirghis: ios
Been allowed to go unassailed so f'fhg by the’ fedy;;l government
own disgraceful story of quiet; i ential oﬁm] gre@sure brou
at the right place and the. right moment—
vestigation has become foo insistent.

The independent bondholders <
Palm Beach raised more than a -
Judge Halsted L. Ritter and- expe

eteering gang is not yet known.

f “the: 3&03&@00 White Hall Hotel at
igmor.. ‘They ‘brblight suit before" Federal

- the Alﬂenean Bond and Mortgage Com-

struction Company, the subsidiary of
jRebert Beck are the leading spirits, was

pany, of which George Thomas ar
given the contract for building
Moore’s sons, Charles, Kenneth agd -Harold, acting as trustees for mort-
gage bond holders, juggled the prdperty into their own hands, wrecking all
but the Moore interests. These indépendent ‘bond holders explicitly charged:

“A fraudulent scheme, collusion, and conspiracy of the trustees with
William J. Moore and the American Bond and Mortgage Company, through
which it was desired to obtain contrpl of the hotel and its income.”

For once these million-dollar thieves were frightened into dropping
some of their swag. They offered to pay the independent bond holders,
represented by 5. L. Rankin of “Palm Beach, one hundred cents on the dol-
lar in cash if the charges of frau(i ‘and co“uslon were dismissed. On this

basis anm agreement was reached atd the profitable White Hall Hotel prop- -

erty remained in the Moore gang’s hands.

The complaints after the $3,000,000 Mayfalr Hotel in Pblladelplna
had been juggled back into the hands of “Curtis’ crafty friends brought
from a Pemnsylvania judge the seyerest censure of the Moores. In the

judge’s statement, made from the bench, he gave it as his opinion that they '

sl:ould never be permitted to emeggnd do blmnets in ‘Pennsylvania.

Why Does Curtis Enjby. the Favors of Crooks?

Yet Curtis, Vice-President. of ‘the United States (and ex-officio Presi-
dent of the Senate), who most cestainly is well aware of these facts, com-
placently remains ‘at  the Mayﬂower Hotel where—to put the most char-
itable and unlikely interpretation on the strangely low rates he pays—he
is the honored guest of these dishonorable hosts.

" Why should the Vice-President of the United States accept a gift of
practically $145 a day from a ring of crooks? As the days march by this

runs into a princely sum. To the #verage person this cannot be other than -
Does it mean that Curtis is -

an accusation. Is it a bribe for" ‘f}_:tedt;on?,
a part of the actual ring and thig ‘Is ‘one way of peymg part of his share
of the rake-off? These questions.skould be answered, -

This $10,000,000 hotel, the :Mayflower, in Waslnngton, D. C, is now

the Moores’ own headquarters ﬁ}epreseﬂts another one of their transac-

tions which has been steeped-in tragedy. For Semator Frank B. Brandegee’s
pepty ceusélf him to "commit suicide.
ich put the Mayflower into the
Moore ring’s hands, its first=oy vhllen Walker, threatened to expose
and prosecute them—as the Fl
Walker suddenly died! By the
is considered, to put it con:gtv ]

Brandegee s sme:d’e is /ot ¢

posifion to know the feets, his death
'xmxstenons
‘enly ome definitely known to have re-
ngiicial thugs.  When Augustus Leverich,
{ Towers; in’ Broo’klyn, found himself
Witled himself.
But some of the bond holde: -Leverich Towers are mede ot sterner
ceedings in Federal Court to pr,‘“j nt ' the | nle of this' $5,000, 000 property
for” 5860 000. - &

An mdependent
what they can for ttn; ess victims.

Certalnly, in view -

The bald fact:

ight ,to'bear ‘

e’“ *M d!m‘g ?ﬁr “ wi’”, Thlt mx recmd ﬁle i 1%

~ Chafles, Harold ‘and K
Beck, of the Longacre Engineering and Construction Company which it was

- the practice of “the American ‘Bond and Mortgage Company te recomﬂ
| it the ‘detiils of the Moore gang’s
crookedness in connection with thaf Hotel, showing how the Longacre Con: .

% hotel on a cost-plus; basis; and how

And

: mdenendent ‘bond holder did—and

s and Raichle, they have started pro- -
= between imposingly °

%; fm been’ fonned to selvage' |
They have issued
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a circular letter to the bond holders of the American Dond and Marig:iz

. Company. Part of this circular reads:

“After carefully studying the situation. the committoe Tax eon-
cluded that certain practices of the American Bond and Mortgage
Company in connection with the promotion. sale and subscquent dis-
astrous history of many of the bond issues are open fo eriticism and
need to be investlgated In many instances it is believed that these
practices are partly responsible for losses with which holders of de-
faulted bonds are now confrontéd.

“The committee is.of the opinion that until these practices have
been investigated thoroughly and the responsibility either of -the
American Bond and Mortgage Co. or of its former officers. have, been
determined, no plan of reorganization can be expected that will be at

~oall satisfactory and fair to the bondholders. For this reason, certain
of the plans of reorganization that have already been promulgated

. by the Chicago committee are opposed through legal action by. the
vIndemdent Committee.”

At last the fat is in the fire!

Representatlve Fiorello H. LaGaurdia has made public a letter receive
by him from Assistant Attorney General Nugent Dodds, acting head of th
Criminal Investigation Division of the Department of Justice. It is' dlte!

* Washington, D. C., October 20, 1930, and reads:

“Replying to your letter of the 16th instant, concerning the Ameri- -
can Bond and Mortgage Company, I beg to advise that an investigation
of the affairs of this company has been under way for more than
two months. Accountants of the Bureau of Investigation personally:
attended a hearing on the matter of appointment of a receiver, at
Augusta, Maine, about six weeks ago; and since that time we have o
been collecting information with the assistance of postoffice inspectors.”

This investigation is now rapidly coming to a head and it is unde:
stood that Assistant .Attorney General Dodds has called a conference ¢
legal talent from the different cities where the Moore ring’s fraudulent opel

- ations have been projected.

Meanwlnle, as United States Attorney George G. Medalie, in New Yorl
was announcing that he was preparing to have his chief assistant, Thoma
E. Dewey, leave New York on April 21 to join this conference, Bosto’n law

- yers were having a little conference all their own.

- Boston “Contributes” $20,000 ,000

For Boston was a happy huntmg ground for tlme realty m
andht«ed George 'ﬂmnn and Robm

enneth Moore

for its construction ventures. They were jolly good fellows, good mixers,
who dressed well, knew how to give a good time and how. to enjoy ome.
Boston boosters surrendered enthusiastically to their personalities,  listened
to the Moore-Thomas-Beck rainbow promises, formally présented them,
through their Mayor James M. Curley, with the golden key to the city and
—by purchasing securities for hotels and apartment houses which these
guests planned—poured some $20,000,000 into their itching palms. In
other words these jolly, but shrewdly calculahng racketeers, made one grand
“hit” with the people they were about to rob.

For there was method in their fun. They are, evndently, prattlcat
psychologists who understand how difficult it 'is for the average manm teo
mistrust those with whom he has dined well, been more or less drunk and
made whoopee in general. He remembers the good times shared in common
and his heart warms to his “friends” whom he finds it easier to helieve
than to doubt. ‘

Besides, the Moores, Thomas and Beck seem to have made their whes-
pee on a grand scale. They were careful to see to it that bautiful girls.
experienced in giving pleasure to politicians jaded with cares of state and
to tired but wealthy business men, came down from New York to join and
glorify the parties in Boston, in Washington or wherever they ]nppenel!
to be held. These parties and the sense of well being, of expansiveness,
of optimism which they induced made new projects look so much mere in-
viting, or acted ‘as an anesthetic to those victims whose suspicions wers
beginning to be aroustd. Therefore the bigger the venture to be launched;
the larger the party; the more impressive the structure to be sold, the mere
prolonged the revels. The beautiful girls made the work of the high-
powered salesman in the party so much easier and so much more effective.
As James Henderson, of Boston, who is credlted with introducing the Moeres
to that city, is reported as saying, it was “damn good salesmanship.”

Christian Statesmen Like Whoopee!

It was salesmanship that has been carried on often at one tlme or an-
other, in the sumptuous suite that Vice-President Curtis now occupaes and

many have béen the officials and members of Congress (as well as vmting

officials) who have participated in the torrid parties.

of course, no one with" a civilized point of view grudges any of bhese
lords of creation a moment of relaxation. It is strictly a matter for each
one’s own personal Judgment But, to say the least, their flagrant hypocmy
bas a humorous aspect. Officially, most of these worthy gentlemen believe

in Prohibition; in the impudent laws which attempt to regulate the sex con-
duct of grown men and women; and many even (always otﬁcmlly, remem-:
ber) “approve of the Blue Laws which make it difficult in such states as
Kansas to have movies on Sundays. One gets a mental picture of quiet,

~ abstemious, clmrch-gomg, faithful husbands who in true Biblical fashion'

abhor all that is “evil” and cleave to that which is Contrast this

good ”

- fiction with the facts! Why do they want to appear as prigs when. tlley lTe

so warmly human?

. The answer is not far to seek: political expediency, real or nnnp
It is the cause of startlmg]y mcongruous alliances and. endless shifty -deals.
‘respectable” politicians and all sort of racketeers.- It
is - taken for gramted. Dy everyone concerned that special privileges -andi
political favers will be given in return for political support—privileges- alﬂ
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mpany

T wﬁcﬁ n tlm are sometimes repald by the clune “to get inen tie '
r*lilw” of this or that business. ' e
Thu is little question, for instance, that Curtis’ activi ﬁzs in hhff’

“ the Spa Chemical Company in New Yerk, which had ‘been refused a
yemxt for alcohel, were motivated by his wish to eblige his staunch sap-

porter Matthew Quay Glaser, an ex-saloon man and Cincinmati politician,
whe for reasons of his own bestirred himself to enlist Curtis’ aid for this
Although he is a well-known “dry,” Curtis kept at the matter

” Kamsas, It
‘slg:!’nm of those Tong -

alcoEol for which it was

y remevisiirom its pl

a 1y ’fml; of the lack of

pol taghet. . ;
Mﬁrh&ﬂm ;Mleiﬂhrhe&ﬂn" How dn)l; imtt i
volved him with: the Moore Bond- rilg”

‘indebted te the good . tﬁces of “Dry” Cartis from.
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4 Representatlve La Guartha lus been achve in an effort 1o hye ﬂlese;
, -,wmﬂeu throubly investigated. Senator Blaine, of W‘m:onm, in 2 report.
., accompanying Semate Resolution 58, .severely ' criticized and analyzed the
 metheds_the ring used in financing the Mayflower. Hotel. ‘Yet ‘Curtis has
- continued to accept this hospitality of these mem whose schemes he well
* knaws have beem as brazen as they have been unscrnpllogs
tlnued ‘to ally himself, at least by inferemce, with these ade
- graft who have stolen millions from the people Cnrtls as '
ﬂ!e Un’fed States is sworn to serve and protect.

mental ute:nty, !lle

He has con-
ts in frawd ant
:ce Prendm of

SMALI.ER BANK PROFITS
. BUT 'LARGER DIVIDENDS

_ Althouzh hundreds of thousands
of depositors lost heavily through
bank failures in the United States
in 1980, there was a remarkably
large dlstrxbutwn
among. the stockholders of the one
hundred biggest banks in the coun-
try. These banks made a record
in dividends of 72.1 of the total
éarnings, comparing with. divi-
dends of 56.9 percent in 1929 and
58.2 percent in 1928. This amaz-
ing record in dividends was made
in- spite of the fact that profits
were 17.1 percent less than in
1929,

The profit decrease with a re-
markable dividend increase is ex-
plained by the merging of banks
into larger orgamizatione. There
were 192 such mergers in 1930—
large mergers of important bank-
mg institutions.

" This- concentration of wealth
means a fimancial economy that
redounds, not indeed to the benefit
of the general run of depositors,
but to the benefit of those owning
sbock in the merged Dbanks.
Whether in the form of profits or
dividends, the significant thing is
that the banks prosper at the ex-
pense of the masses. When they
are more carefully managed as the
result of mergers, stockholders
and mot depositors reap the ad-
vantage.

No matter how well the banks
are run from the viewpoint of the
owners, they are inevitably ill run
from the viewpoint of the common
people. This is of course more
dramatically and disastrously re-
vealed in the case of bank fail-
ures—1,300 such ﬁailures being of
récord in 1930. ~ Mismanagement
of banks is one of the outstanding
seandals of capitalism in America;
but there is not much hope in bet-
‘ter management for private ends,

‘ag’ this merely confinms the con-

trol of 'banking in the hands  of
féwer owners, who serve their own
interests xather than the public
intexests. -

. 'The lesson of hank melgers, as
of .mergers in other linés of eapi-
tahstlc activity, is that the wealth
of the country and consequently
t-he real rulership of the country
rs eing grouped autocratically 'into
aless number of powerful own-
ers.-: It means that the common
peop]e -are: more and more help-
less. in the face of plutocratic
cembmlatron and domination.
M(mey rules—or, to be more exact,
aminority of moneyed men rule
the country.

,ig What escape is possible? It is
;Eeolmhly naive to imagine that
this rule by a minority will be
Wise or benevolent or even approx-
fimately fair in its aims and prac-
tices. The owners of industry and
the financial plutocrats will run
thmg:s for their own selfish ends;
nd obviously, as this ownership

becomes more concentrated, the re-
m ie that a smaller and smaller
fhﬁﬁoﬁw i¢ being loaded with pros-

e .qreat. majority.
.g?uk}ie benking: must come as
. necessary . aspect of the go-
cg ion ~ of mduetry. We are
dogmhhc about it—but frankly
we can see mo other escape from
t«h& growing evils' attendant upon
e concentration of wealth and
control in: a. few private hands,
Society must protect itself; and
the only way that we can see is

for society to own and control the

great necessary machinery for the
safe functioning and freedom and
(pjmsperlty of social life.

_I;ISSIA proposes to buy machin-
ery from Canada and to pay in
goid and coal. Capitalists who are
Ipterested in- factories producing
machmexy declare that the ar-
rangement would be highly benefi-
cigl+=—for the country of course.
Qgpntahsts who own coal mines
-8ay that the arrangement would be
‘véry detrimental—to the country
-of course. Look carefully, friends,
and see if you can find the eco-
;pomic motives represenied in this
-difference of opinions.

< THE GREAT majority of workers

‘arg not idie from choice. They

:arve willing to work. They are

gor to. work, - They are. bein

e to suffer extremeﬂy for oon-
s that are in no sense their

greatar injustice.

of dividends’

r-and power to the injury of

¥ault; and than this there can he {tively

In the World
of Books

Weekly Reviews and Other
Literary Ruminations

Isaac Goldberg

A NEW ISM

From. Claude Kendall, publisher
of New York City, comes a vol-
ume by Charles Fort called by the
monosyllable “Lo!” Mr. Fort, we
learn, has also written “The Book
of the Damned.” Around the icon-
oclastic figure of Mr. Fort has
gathered a society of the elect,
which seeks to erect the object of
its admiration into a sort of cult.
Perhaps this is .a generous at-
tempt to advertise a meritorious
fellow . author into substantial
‘sales. If so, it is ag good a racket;m
as any other. Among the emi-
nentos of the Fortean Society are
such disparate personalities as
Booth Tarkington, Ben De Cas-
seres (see his rhapsody in “The
Thinker” for April, entitled The
Fortean Fantasy), Harry Elmer
Barnes, Theodore Dreiser, John
Cowper Powys and Ben Hecht.

Yet not even this array could,
with the assistance of Burton
Rascoe in ‘the literary columns,
get much of a rise out of me. In
fact, their influence served as a
boomerang. One opens such a
book with rather high expecta-
tions; one closes it with a feeling
of disillusionment. - In sober fact,
Fort had better fight shy of the
Forteans. Friends may sometimes
do worse by one than one’s ene-
mies. What Fort needs at this
moment, I should say, is some
stiff opposition. He himself is a
free lance in the field of thought,
as wary of scientific dogmatism
as of the more ancient dogmatism
called :theological. He delights in
compiling ~data that mocks at
science.. He tends to reestablish
the autonomy of intuition. 'This is
always a dangerous process. The
very word intuition takes its color
from its age. One’s ‘intuition
after being subjected to the course
of modern science—however. dog-
matic that may be—is a different
entity from what it was before
such a discipline.

We must be careful to distin-
guish between science and the in-
dividual scientist. Jt is not so
important to :distinguish between
theology and the individual theolo-
gian. Theology, in its very prem-
ises, reeks of fantasy and false-
hood. Science, on the other hand,
stands as an eternal corrective of
the illiberal adherent who may,
being human, overstep the bounds
of scientific humility.

I have my doubts—though I am
something ~of an intuitionist my-
sel—about any ism that, in order
to establish itself, must—as De
Casseres does—ridicule Einstein
the scientist. It saddens
glightly to find that Fort’s neo-
skepticism . may be misemployed

"into the darkness of spiritualism
and other sympioms of mental
disintegration.
is always. skeptical even about
science. One of the most lovable

that may easily be misinterpreted
as shakinese.

On the whole, then, I shall not
apply for membership in the For-
tean Society. Being cursed with
a liberal dose of skepticism I shall
even step back onto the side lines
and watch what happens to this
advertising, adulatory .group. If
science cannot solve the supposed
mysteries that Mr. Fort has cata-
logued, certainly intuition can of-
fer no help. Intuition is largely
knowledge that -has been - inte-
grated unconsciousiy. It is a won.
derful land for artisis and poete;
it has its place even in the labora-
tory, but never as ruler.
best in harness with sound, sober,
factual knowledge.

fanciful folly.

a test of your own valuas, scien-
tific and intuitional. T .canmot
g pretend that the book has at all
shaken me. It fe, by the way,
beaut*fullv printed, and imagina-
WNustrated by Alexander: -

King. It selis for $2.50 and should

me’
as a spring-board whence to leap
The ‘true scientist:

traits of Einstein is a self-doubt’

It works{
It is a beauti-.
ful companion but & dangerous | P
master, serving as excuge for. most' [

If T recommend “Lo!" # is ag|ions. 'w

nge yeu -that- amcunt of em:er-
tainment. : :
P )

oUR NATIONAL MUSIC ©:

From Thomas Y. GroWelI’ New

York, comes an imposing volyme

entitled “Our Americati Miisi¢” by

John Tasker Hmwrax'dR M runs to

; 413 pages, has & :batwry of appen-

tratlons and is heavily docug_nented
Histories of the national miusie,
as those of you may: tesnfy who
have had to consult them, are not
the most - exciting sort of ‘read-
ing. Many of them, in fact, are
as dull as the wrmng that  they
chronicle. I am getting a  little
tired of hearing that we are a
very young nation and that people
should really not expect too much
of us in the way of musical com-
position. I am  also definitely
weary of that mora.liatxc attitude
which suspects vae!y muem, no

matter how good, of Being uns
worthy, while ' pompous: dcademi-:
cism somehow.  achieves ‘esthetic
status because of its very correct-
ness and dreariness. We have at
last begun to break new paths in
music and it is high time that
our historians caught up with our
creators.

My. Howard is a generous host
to the numerous talents that he
has assembled. It may as well be
said at once that his «critical
acumen falls below his industri-
ousness. His book will: discover
its real value as & work of bio-
graphical and documentary refer-
ence. One cannot suppress a
smile to read with what deference
he treats so trite a tune as “The
Rosary.” My own opinien is that
the denizens of Tin Pan Alley:
have turned out dozens of tunes
superior--to- this -combination of
piety. and. molasses.. This is but
a singleé instance of Mr. Howard's
willingness 1o eonsider, and to
award dispreportionate .emphasis
t0, material esgentially unworthy.
de seems to. ‘e mduly impressed
by prize composxtxons, and by
)pus numbers,. - ¢

» On the other 'hand we sbould
not’ deny him. our gratitude far.
making his chroniclé: Tively. “He
is not a stylist; - his. ‘writing ~is]
‘o0 frequently . journalistic ard
sedestrian. Nevertheless, the booh
brings the story.of our American:
music a stage further and offers
to the student a solid basis upon
which to build .his own investiga-
tions.

LR R N
TWO RECONSTRUCTIONS

Saison end Delilgh, By Felix
Salten. New York. Simon &
Schuster. $2.50.

The Forest Ship. By Arnold
Hollriegel New - York. The Vik-]
ing Press. $2.50.

Each of these tales in kind has
an interest for readers who ap-
preciate style a3 well as subjeat
matter. The first retells the tale
of the world’s strongest tan and
the world’s wiliest woman, in an
oeriginality of ' bhoth mattér and
manner. The second managés 10
interweave the atory of ‘th
covery of the Amazon
‘of contemporary travel.

parison. with Dop: Quitote. . Holl-

‘but cumulatively attractive. Sal—
ten’s reconstruction ‘of ‘the hiblical
tale is done in the suaye atyle that!
was so happily introduced to
American readers with his ammal
tale, “Bambi.”

WOULD NATIONALLZ

LONDON TRAFFIC STS EIIS

Another forecast of victory for
the prmclple of public awneyship is
seen in the news that' the Eng
lish government plafis ‘b5 nations
alize all the sufbway, sfrest rafl]
way and bus lizes in $he «i
London. The success of
ure, while not final,
by ‘the fact -

upon the mowa an& Mi?vﬁtm
support from Liberal memners of

The Coramons. eam make s biii into:
law by paesmg it B Ve
the objection of the Lords.

The various trafic linss.of Lon-

injustice to a sfory with et}ﬂ‘fmnt vigeied r'astors u’!
inherent merit to- insifivate com-1 .

riegel’s mnarrative ‘is slow-mownz .

3 »rzghts aﬂd hber i1

1] whére the ﬁasogiztxm is being or-’
ganized, charseteriggd: the move-
*medt 48 “the’ blustaeings of per-

: : -'é&ani‘ﬁu"ﬁ
second reading, it reust vus theltive
gauntlet in the Weude of Lopds |Blue

one system%y tl&“‘ﬁct% of naﬁ(m-

alization; carry fo#r -billion: -pag~
mrs & BT agdr heir yalug is

] dollars, |

-y' ‘ Era;te of -pri-.
vate operatxon is “indicated by the|
fact - that these triffic lines are
now ryn by nearly one hundred
dafferent ‘companies,.-

Under the plan of natwnaal owne
ership, the traffic system would: be
- managed by--a beard. pf five men
appomted by the minister of trans-
port. Tlié government would oper-
‘ate the system strictly on a cost
basis, without ’pmﬁ&; ‘a8 .a mbhc
service,

‘Conservatives with ’prxvate busi-
ness interests would not, it seems,
have a very convincing effect upon’
the majority  of . London citizens
when ' they condemn this enlight-i
ened ‘measure ag specialistic,  :

Jt the Londo:z Ariffic lines ave
upited in _one gystem, as planned,
they will constiibte the largest
&ystem of thé kind in the wortd—
run by the ﬁowﬂtﬂxm for’ thfe
 benefit: of the mm)le. ) :

ATHEIST CANNOT BE BARRED
Alshama Passes ‘Bills Admitting
Non-believer as Witness

From the Arkansas Gazétte.

The court of appeals of "Ala-
bama reversed a lower court’s ver-
dict because the dying statement
of a professed atheist had been
admitted as testimony at the trial.
This decision led-to ‘the simulta-
neous - introduction ‘in’ the “stafe
senate and house of -bills to: vali-
date the testimony.of such wit-
nesses..  Without, using: the word
“atheist,” both measures emphcltly
provide that there ‘ghall be no ex-
clusion of any witness or his tes-
timony, or of any dying - declara-|
tion of ‘any deceased person, on
the ground: of didbelief in future
reward or punishment after death,
-or  of - religious tbelief. or dxsbehef
Gf any- nature. . ...’

The. author ‘of one: of these hills
said in comment that in his opin-
jon’ the wvalidity of.. testimony;. so
far as the witness’ religion'is’ con-
cerned, . should* be’ determitied e
tively by the. jury.
pressed. & doubt: mher 'religious
scruples necessarily-determine - ‘the
verity of testimony.

The econstitution ‘of Arkansas
makes & merson “who  denies. the
being of a God”: am:ompetenf to
ftestify a8 a witness in any Ar:
kansas court, and further forbids
-any such person to held any office

‘|in the civil departments of the

governmeént.

It is obvious that the disability
to bear witness in court which thej:
constitution or statutes of many
states impose on professed atheists
imay under certain conditions be
in destructive confliet with public
policy. It might easily rappen
that a professed atheis: would be
the only available witness to prove
guilt'in a murder case.” The tes-
timony of a professed atheist
might eonstitute the proof in ‘a
cage ;involving: property rights. If

5. |such evidence is. blocked from ad-
nwswn, how xs sustwe to, he d:me"

(Speeml te The Ameérican Frﬁem&n)

El Paso, Texas.~A movement
to organize freethifkers and lib-
erals in opposition’ to theology as
‘an enemy to personal liberties is
being met in the Southwest by des
Fhouncement  of the more 'bxg‘oted
clergy.

With its he&dquarbers in ‘Ei

P&so the southwestem Rationaj-

ists” agsociation :is., seeking to or-.
ganize the army of liberals. The
sssociation éxposes. theojogy as the
historic enemy of . progress and. as
anti-secial in ifs. msa!t it ‘opposes
churches as- 'ntgrfa,mn v_rit;h (thu

tex;n Tex#é,

sons whd are tx-y%g to . dm‘tmie

ot evm pérssn: mda»u he pleasss
every day in. the week, to the limit

lof xon-iaterferemce with the rights}

and liberties of “offe .. Smpecial)

den, w}ucn woq'iﬂ B comhm_ _,.il‘to

yrivz}em such - ag, ﬁw exemptxen

~He' also’ ex-!|

{made .to contribute that
: baaklets be distributed more ‘wide:

| %eep coming les réquently

] "nqt far puﬂic&txon »

of ¢hiirch’ ploperfy from taxatxon,

are opposed by the assocxatwn.
Ulysses 8. Goen, El Pasgo attor—

ney, is- pxeaxdent_ of the. ecxety

Patrioteers Have New Racket
(Special to The American Freeman)

‘New York.—The Patvoteers are
at it again.

—is at it agein, too. ‘

Cash  is' the man whom Mike
Gold. characterized in the Paterson
'mill etrikes several years back as
‘a” Gideon bearing copies of the
Constitution.”

Now he is again engaged in
his _patriotic .and very profitable
work of spreading the propaganda
of nationalism and fighting Social-
ism, ‘communism and allied “red
dangers.”

‘made - after a -brief interlude in
Tammany Hall politics, in - which
he was expelled from a city mar-
shal's job for alleged crookedness.

1. Now, in this time of unem*ploy-
ment and digtress, when men are
carried to extremes by hardship, 3
he is trading on hjs vocation as
a patrioteer to extract money from
the gullible to fizht “red menaces.”

tion as city marshal by Mayor
Walker on 29 charges. Later M.
Cash accused Martin J. Healy, 2

Tammany district leader, of tak-

ing -away his job because Healy;

had not been paid an “installment”
of several thousand dollars for
obtaining the position for him, and
also claimed that he (Cash) had
already paid several" thousand to
Healy to get the job. -

.The case came to a i

- Cash publxcly served. papers_op_the
'mayof “in. ‘the midst.of .a demon-
stration at City Hall.: Cash::"ben-
efited greatly by the- publxmtv
which accrued, but the mayor
 stood hy his statement th?t Cash.
was expelled from Jys mar I;gls}gp
on 29 charges of crookedness=
and has not to this day made pub-
lic. the specxﬁc 29 chalges, despxte
demands_ that h do.s0.
‘The Cash dpisode in the aﬁau's
of Tammany Hall soon blew over
when Cash ‘himself. quietly wrote
to the mayor, discontinuing the
action begun against him, .and
seeking only to e restored into
the good graces of Tammany: Hall.
‘Now he .awaits anether. opportuv
nity to secure more such city ap-
pointments — and probably by
‘meang similar to the unexplained
“gift” of several thousand dollars
to a Tammany district leader and
“gifts” of diamonds and braceleis
to the Tajmmanw district ieader's
wife,

In tkhe meanwhile 4 niring
under-paid newspapermen, students
ard hack writers, to turn out “‘pa-
iriotic” booklets, and securing
through mpolitical aid the right to
have salesmen foist. them upon
pupils in schools at so much per
copy. The booklets cost very lit-
tle to print, and Mr. Cash takes
hie percentage in'the name of The
Umted States Patriotic :Society,
Inc.

-3

e Federal .ud too, is being soaght
by Mr. Cash.

he suddenly “blew the 1id” off his
relatmns with Taammany district:
‘leader Healy (who was at the time!

The Yeal reason why

under other charges as well) was
‘that he had been granted an inter-
'view with the President through
the gid of Mrs. Ruth Pratt, Re-
'publican Congresswoman, .for the
1Patriotic Society which he runs.

If you meet Mr. Cash he will
proadly show you letters of  in-
dergement from high officials, from
prominent men and civic leaders;
but if you get closér to him he
‘will exhibit more interest in how
persons with funds ‘can be gath-
ered into -his organization, he
»heée

ly, and sid.the U. S. Patrmtw
Society financially. '
Like mest " sych' professional
pﬁtriméém ““Jike” has moments
when he fesld biue, when the checks
7, when
sople begin to think about some
;teﬂersona statements that My,
th fbrzo‘ to 1nc!ude in hig notes

At euch
times e iw simodt 3 Socijlist, or
a communiat: - He. sees the red
menage: a»emng on. wmgs of steel,
a30 he has quaverings .ef ‘the
L?‘tear‘t For " his .country? ' No;

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

“ tPerhaps he will

‘Proletschools ;

Jacob Cash—-“Jake” to mtlmates

‘Gash’s 1eturn to this field was.

Cash was -expelled from a posi-]

1would be inestimable.

mended by Ingersoll,

Mr. Cash quavers for himself and "

his pocketbook.

Wehn communism comes, Mr.
Cash will ‘be on the side of might.
be distributing
little: red leaflets to pupils in the
he will
tainly be trying to get ’che financial ;
aid of “hlgh -ups.”

" But‘in the meanwhile he is very
much occupied with such patmotv‘
organizations as ‘Tammany Hali
and the National Republican party.
They have something to offer him

for *‘doing his bit” to keep the
'workers™ minds - fmm unemploy-v
ment. -

O Patriotism, uhat sins Aare
commifted .in thy name!

Wants Fimous Liberal Classic
Reprinted

detor, The American Freeman:

1 recall reading an announcement
somewhere in one of vour publica-
tions recently,” wherein you stated
your, editorial . .policy ‘henceforth to
be a desive to repubiish in popular
form the great classics of free
thought. providing of course there

be. a” responsive appeal from your

great reading public.

Apparently you have met with
sueccess, hence the publication of the
works of Erasmus, Mill, Gibbon,
Nietzsche, ete.. .

Apropos theleto, I am going to
offer a suggestion- which you may
look into for what it is worth. It
is this: I have. within the last four
months, vainly tried to obtain a copy
of Baron D’Holbach’s “System of
Nature.” The publishers to whom I

“had made inquiries for a copy, re-

plied that the work was out of print
and unobtainable. Why not repub-
lish this great classic: yourself? I
am sure .that the demand therefor
among your ' thousands of readers
would 'more  than reimburse you fi-
nancially for the undertakmg And
what a great cultural service you
would render to enlightened réaders
everywhere! Its beneficent influence
T do not know
to whom else I could make the ap-
peal but to you, America’s most fear-
less editor, and the mcomparable one
of ‘the publishing world.

This classic 'was highly recom-
who, speakmg
of it, said that it was “one of the
greatest books ever written. It never
was and never will be ‘answered.”
Joseph McCabe, in his recent work,

:slmllarly referred to its great merit.

‘I“sincerely hope .that -yeu will. act

favorably . to this suggestion and res-

urrect’ this great eighteenth century

classic from the limbo of. oblivion.<—

Slncerely, John L. Brund, Louisiana.

{The - suggestion is an acceptable
one and will be acted on in the near
future. Tt is our
with .the work of reissuing all ‘avail-
able - liberal classics, of - which we
have -at least a dozen in mind for
early pubhcatlon —-Ed 1

A WORD TO NEW READERS

This week at least 5,000 men
and women will see their first
copy of The American Freeman.

We welcone you. We hope you
will like the frank and blunt
gpecch of The Freeman. We are
out to tell the truth- about Hoo-
verism and Wall Street. " Yes, The,
Freeman radical—in a
Wa‘.’ The Freeman does not be-!
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lieve in compromising with lg“m,!nar'ow

iege, graft, tyranny or corruption.

The Freeman has great work be-
fore it, and with your help it will
reach its goal. This paper wants
to grow in influence during the
next. few months so that it will
be in a position to enter the 1932

political campaign w;tb the - most |

powerful . and a.nmhxlatmg attacks
on the evils of Hooverism. ‘That’s
why we welcome you as a reader
and hope you will help us get at
least four new readers. Give us
‘enough clubs of subs and we will
have a paper big enough to swat
the exploiters of the masses,
“The Freeman is not afraid of
the facts, and it does not hesitate
to give its readers all the facts.,
The: Freeman is worthy of your
support. Do not judge it by the

| quality of its paper, etc.. We leave

“looks” to the mouthpieces of Wall
Street. "We prefer to print this
newspaper on newsprint, because
that enables us to keep the sub-
scription . price low and at the
'same time not depend on the big
advertisers for our ‘revenue. - The
Saturday Evening Post can beat
us . all hollow - on :.cash in  the
bank, on dividends, on high-hat
appearance. We have enough trou-
ble getting out a papér in black
ink let alome trying to primt it in

four or five colore. But we are
1satisfied with our humble appesr-

ance. The important thing—from
‘oyr viewpoint—ig not how we lock
s¢-much as what we print, 4nd we
claim. that you won’t find a single
paper . in -the entire country that
will dare.print ALL THE FACTS

most .cer- |

plan to proceed

in the way The I‘!eemaﬁ g*(ves
them publieity, . . i .

You can’t fret the. :wm aboub
economic -and industrial \,ontilfuons
from your local mewspaper.” ‘Fhe
‘press is controled by Wall Street:
The press. is part of the vast con-,
spiracy to keep you in_ignorance
regarding political d!ld Lcanomu
conditions. The press- Js an agent
iOf ‘Wall Street, and the préss Has
conly -ene thing in. mind—to késp
i you  mentally - enslaved. - -If: you
want to break your chains and
free - your mind, -then The Free-
man. is the paper ‘that deserves
your undivided .support..-si. |

The: Freeman does mot:tell -lies
about its enemies. The Freeman.
believes in the stxength of .the
truth. It does not exaggerate, . It
does not over-state in the shght-
eat.” It prefers the plain, unadul-
térated truth, and if: that*kipd"of’
plain fare pleases. you then hére is’
a paper - that. deseryes.your Rrm=-
est support.

The Freeman wescomes ,gou asf
a new reader, but it hopes yoxr will
want to be more than a réader.’
The Freeman also wants® you’ to- be’
a WORKER. By that  we -mean
that The Freeman. expect& you to:
give a_littie of your time, to.in-
troduce our paper to your frlends .
If you like The Freeman and want
to see its policies become™ nation-
ally known, then by all means gét
The Freeman a club.of. .at; least
four subscrlptlons All you need
do is to write four names. and
addresses on a plain sheet of
paper, send them to THY Flesman
accompanied by $1, which will en-
able ‘us to put each name on our
subscription list for 25 weeks. If
we can get enough of our readers
—new and old—to do this simple,
little service in the, .cause . of -social.
justice then it will be a ‘short
while before -The Fresman" will
have. a quarter of a million"sub-
scribers. With your help we can
reach that objective.. And when
'we  get there we will' take the
next big hop for the:million mark!
That’s talking big, but then piease
bear in* ‘mind that weé are d‘ealing
with big issues ina big way, 80
it i§ reasonable " to ~expect big
support from the oniy- pwp}e who
counft-—our readers' AT

WHAT IRONY to call camtahsts
the leaders of -industry when 'at
the first sign of trouble they de-
gert industry, leave their workers
in as cowardly and dishonorable a.
Tmanner as. a general might run
away from his soldiers on the bat-
tlefield, and thrust upon private
charity the responsibility for their
defection. !Industry will not have
real leadership until it has social
leadership.

“THE WORLD will never be very
peasantl managed until men

sarenearn 10 think more about happi-

ness than about what they call—
y—by the name of moral-
ity. A truly moral action, of
course, is an action that preduces
results of happiness. That is the
realistic, as opposed to the reli-
gious, view of morality.

New and old readers of The
American Freeman should keep in
mind that we are always ‘ready:
to serve them through’our: Little
Blue Book department. If yeu
haven't a list of our 1686 titles
just drop us a post card and ask
for a complete catalogue, which
will be sent to you free of charge

WAR, the greatest threat to
civilization, can be ended only by
gtopping the world-wide mdumxal
gtrifée that inevitably leads-to the
climax of military. strife. ~Men
must learn to cooperate in: the
daily pursuits .and. processes of
peace before they can have hopo
of preeervmg peace R

WE ARE anxious to mcrem tke
gize of The Freeman to six pages.
Kt will take another 25, 000 readers
to make this lmprovament possi-
ble. Will you help us put that
many names on our subseription
list? A club of ten gubs. at 18g
each or a club of four af 25c each
will help a great deal, .4 . . ..

. AMERICA i3 the richest countyy
in the world; and in this countdy
millions suffer from extreme pov-
erty. This is the paradex of
“economic individualism.’”

Soc1AL principles of conduct are
far more important than individ:
ual "notions of morality. . -
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Kansas Governor’s Statement

. Blue Law Controversy ,
Gevernor Harry H. Weedring, State House, Topeka, Kans.
Doar Mr. Governor: Again | am amazed by a statement from you,
‘whigh is entirely ont of character with the true respensibilities of‘ your office
as gavernor. In the Tepeka Journal of April 11 1 read that “Gov. Harry
"H. Weedring: declined today . 1o .
But cowsidler, 'my dear governor, that this controversy s ome respectis - law
and Aiberty in the state of Kansas. It relates to one -of the biggest ‘pregent
issues-in the slate. . It strikes directly at leading questions. of governmest,
castom, law_enforcement and public opinion in Kumsas. Asd you calmly
announce that you will ignore this issue! . Lo o
" T canmot conclude that you are so dull and unprincipled that you have
no interest in this issue. Undoubtedly you do have an interest and probably
—or 30 | wish to believe—you have an interest, personally, on the liberal
side. -But can you really persuade yourself that you have no public inter-
est, as governor, in the question of Sunday movies and the question—which
I bave forcibly brought to the attention of you and the attormey gemeral—
of the bold, shameless discrimination practiced in applying this law in

hiat He Does Not Intend to Enter

to be drawn into the Sunday movie controversy.” -

all its severity lo only one class of violators of the Sunday blue law? I

assure you, my dear governor, that you have misconceived your duties and

ilities. - 1 repeat that this is a public question. 1t is, to put it-on

the Jow awd immediate plane of policy rather than the high awd fir-secing

plane’ of principle, a question of law enforcement. As the chief exeentive

of Kansas, you are obliged, as the governor if mot as a man, fo express an
epinien and to begin an action on this issue of justice and liberty in . direct
relation te a well-known, albeit obnoxious, law.

Let me put the matter quite simply. Granted that you may refrain as
governor from stating an opinion about the desirability or the rightness of
the Sunday blue law—that is officially and politically proper though not
personally brave or candid. But it is different when we' consider whether
yeu as governor cas properly remain silent and inactive when the question
is whether the law is to be fairly and honestly enforced. Are you resolved
upon taking the sensational position that you are indifferent to the laws
of Kansas? 1t is quite as plainly your duty to be concerned with the fair
enforcement of one law as with the fair enforcement of other laws.

I regard the Sunday blue law as foolish and tyrammical and as class
legislation of the most brazen type—legislation in favor of the business in-

: AFilliq:vg ~ gtatun, guntu,

“te maintain a decent comsisiency. . |-

have such an interest?

A SR
g statiens,. ges, soda . founthifs, sews 4
“violate'this law yet go unmelested. -~ F1iEIC ‘¢

ree

I€ Kansas will wot be civilized regarding tis g

trust that, .wpon reflection, you will-
realize that you as geverner cannot be indifferent to and.canmot ignore the

westion of whether any law in.he-state’ wf Kansas shall be enforced with
;-i,n,m.tmﬁu one-class of cilizens eqiil “with- all others. If the governor
of the state is mot interested—und wmaziiply declares. that he is not inter-
ested—in the enforcement of ‘a law, hgW can. the. citizens be- expected to

oo&

In a Leiter to Attorney General, Freeman’

Editor Charges He Is Pawn of Kansas

| Attorney General Rolsad Bn‘ynton, S,fatﬁq“ Hnuse,'fopeh, Kans.

Dear Mr. Attoraey Gener:g‘ Your: statement ‘appearing in- the Topeka:

Journal of April 11 is not o r.f égonf"of;i’nyéﬁc!s, submitted to you, about

. the discriminsting applica the Kani®i Sunday blue law. | challenged
yéur previous’ assertion. avie. shew #waers are.the most flagrant vio-.
lators” of the blue law; out that sm the contrary the most extensive .

vielation of this law is committed by filling. stations, garages, soda fountains,
news and. tobacco standa-—in;ggmgb as- these businesses, and more “fa--
grantly” the filling stations, are operated 4l day Sunday and Sunday even-
ing. From one end of the state to. the -gther, in-every . city and town and
village and almost at every crossroads: point, the filling stations are all lit
up more brilliantly than the churches in_pursuit of what, under the present
law, is their illegal trade. These are well-known facts. - No man can dispute
these facts. It is significant that you, as atterney general, do not presume
to dispute these facts. =~ - - o ek L
Your astonishing reply, as given in' the Topeka Journal, is as follows:
“Attorney General Boyaton said it was his contention most of the complaints
concerned alleged violations of the Sunday-laws; which construe.as misde-
meanor offenses certain labor and business activity on the Sabbath, were
against motion picture shows.” Not attempting fo deny the facts, you have

Recreational S

i tohicch standiatt

nestion, it ought at Teast

implied 'in your statement than that you are enforcing the Sunday blue lay
unequally and oppressively at the instigation of. the preachers’. associatign.
You are taking orders from Kansas preachers, interpreting and enforcing
‘the Sunday blue law in-compliance with their class interests, and you .dre
ignoring the far wider application of the law to filling stations, garages, sote
fountains, cigar and news stands which are openly violating the samie. law
that is enforced with such severe, although eves in this instance mot con-
 sistent :and complete partiality, against movie show owners, : :

""" The fact is that the preachers of Kansas use this law as a clob of big-

.

. otry and you swing the club at their command, It seems yon are willing

 that the law shall be violated, as it is:in more than thirty Kansas towns and

- cities, so long as the preachers do met object. When the preachers-in any

" community object, then you jump at the crack of the .clegicgl whip. Yw
permit the preachers to force you into an arbitrarily ducnmgnatqu‘ policy;
enforcing the law against ome business that the preachers wish suppressed

and not-only failing but refusing to enforce the laws against other busineises
Apparently they.

which the preachers are not interested in suppressing. r
are mot interested in suppressing the filling stations and other businesses thot

- operate illegally on Sunday.

It seems clear to me that the preachers are against the enforcement of

the Sunday blue law with regard to filling stations and the other basinesses.

+ Partly this is due to the fact that the preachers also wish to buy gas and sil
on Sunday. There is also, I suspect, a bit of pelicy in this discriminatien,
The preachers perhaps realize that a complete and severe enforcement of the

Sunday law, against the filling stations and against all illegal businesses
without favoritism, would develop such a tremendous campaign of public
sentiment against the law that it would certainly be repealed at thé mext
session of the legislature; and that probably it would, by comimon consent

or as the result of powerful popular pressure, be dropped in fact within a

short time and without waiting for legislative action.

In short, the preachers of Kansas have a convenient class club against’
the one set of business rivals that they specially resent—the movie show

owners—and they do not want the law to be enforced generally. You are
doing what the preachers want done and thus are grossly watrue te the
duties of your office. More shame fo Kansas—that we have an attormey
general who enforces unfairly the law only when and where and in the way.
that the preachers tell him. With regard to the Sunday blue law, it may
be said that the law does not rule but the preachers rule in Kansas. :

Sincerely, g

terests of the Kansas preachers’ organizations. It is still more brazen, how-
ever, that this law should be enforced against one class of citizens with par-

ticalar ‘and exceptional harshness—namely, npin;t the movie show

swaers.

%

.. the apdacity to remark, in your official caputity, that you are moved by’
special;: class pressire rather than by ageneral and
* facts of Taw violation and law guiﬁtemgn(,-s Nothing ¢

impartial interest in.the -

T

ould be more plainly.: o eae
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- POLITICS AND PROFITS  ospecially timely during this. de-
It is a simple. and sufficiently | pression, with millions " of. people
true ' explanation. of political life’going hungry and prices, even
under .capitalism.to say- that 1 when lowered on some commodi-
8 (:i’rggted;_‘ ﬁfg‘;’ and tl.aet, ;‘;2132 ties, still cruelly high—and of
ting apnd .promotin i o
g:g;ti. n.%olﬁ:iéignq .are %razeu o Sou;:-s:' !1}; B ‘,‘b"if‘?:: th':to :lltjis:l :1;1:;
their, capjtalistic bias. -They op- ;31:{: i;gfob%:;?'and ;rdke k
ose 'measures of service to.the (18300 @ o
);;éop]g_ which.are.net at.all invelved = Milwaukee, which ha.sa..?aocial-
nor debatable—~-which-are concrete|ist citv government, wanted to
and easily, understandable: cases of | remedy this situation—or help. to-
economic ‘justice—and whieh are|ward the remedy. Their proposal
vesigted solely because the sound|Wwas that the city should be em-
establishment . of -such measyres|powered legally to buy .and sell
would” reduce the - profiteering in|food, serving the people at cost,
human misery;: . > _ insteag fo‘f ch:;*gu% ez;ges,aryq pr:lfv
RS AT of thig | 1t8.  After -the World War, the
‘.ALYEI} ;}»esfxi'tg}u‘ybn?b'@nce of t'hxs city of Milwaukee temporarily, as.
aliiance between pohttc:s_,and prof-y emergency measure, engaged in
its is afforded In Wisconsin, where the food business; the resuls of
the ‘eity: of “Milwaukee tried tolthis temporary experiment was

obtain legislative permission 0. that p‘:o,ﬁteerfng prices were at that]

engage regularly in the food-mar- time forced down and, while sup-
keting - business.. The idea was!piying food at reasomable prices,

- "A Masterpiece of Humor and Wisdom that Refuses to Die!
- This Novel is still in Demand after 175 Years!

- Voltaire’s Candid
. Voltaire’s Candide
“Candide” is Our Best-Selling Novel and is Best Seller Wherever
E © . Published!
" Oue need, read oniy & few pages of “Candide”- to realize why
Voitaire’s great novel is still one of the most vopular novels ever.
foiiten.;_ﬂ t is 8 wonderful mixture of scathing philosophical comment/
op mankind. 1t.is just as applicabie today as when first written 175
years ago. andide” .contains plenty of spicy. incidents, and ts full
of excitesent and travel. Suspense in the right place keeps the reager
brehathlessty gding on. R ' _—
Tt i3 highly possible that ever today “‘Candide” wouid ‘make a
good serial feature for a big oity newspaper. S
Reeep:tlg»theye;,ﬁ-‘as- a meeiing of great publishers in France and
a toast was drunk to Veltaire for having giving the publighing world
2 book that refuses fo grow old or go out of styie. No publisher
hia éver lost a penny publishing “Candide.” This sells of its' own
accord, ssemingly.. going -out to readers who place their- orders the
moment théy know the book is obtainable. Publishers ‘are quite
hpyman and they fove to see 2 book go out by the thousands without
needing high'"pressure’ salesmanshiv or general publicity ‘bajlyheo.
“Candidé™ will be read .a thousand years from now, and With un-
diminighed gusto, for' this masterpiece was written for all tinie, for
Y phen, For all cpnditions. o , K
- If:360'héven't redd ““Candide,” jus: take the hint todsy and use
the blank belo be prige is only 50c per copy; 5% by 8% inches;
iprge, v yor: bound. in stiff attractive covers. - . ° R
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Eucloped find- 50c_for which® please send e,
- copy of-Veoitgire's great novel, “Candide.”
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the ity made “» ‘profit - of - about
'$7,000;, which; - through invest-.
thents, has now been increased to
about $10,000. A
1t was contended by the Social-
ist ity governnient:hat the suc
cess of thfs experithent in social
welfare suggested hot merely the
possibility but the need of ‘a per-

ure. It is obviously a’jist, hu-
mane -policy, No' decent argament
can-be made against it.. Why it
was defeated is obvious. There,
could  ‘be -only one reason—profits
had ‘to be protected. - Capitalistic
politicians in Wisconsin again reg-

Iranent application of thé meas-|brs

have beern- accompliahed excepting
for ‘the persistent -eampaign -made
by the Socialist representative. .
In’ supporting - hig #bill,: M
Hoopés offered preliminary  faets:
which emphasized  the: need for
such - an. -investigation. - :Among
‘other thimgs, he showpd that ten-:
cent’ and.- twelvésiént wloaves -of
rad’ represent: modseschiproiit-

gering. te- the. extent iof: 52 and:
82  percent—that: Hgure. . being
baged, .of course;: upbnra: compari-
son ‘with the prevailing . price - 6f
wheat. s Here. is an example of
robbery . that. is.indefensible: -and
we -remind our- readers- that this

gieed is more precious
lic need.

BREAD PROFITEERING
One of the most flagrant and:
anti-human among the scandals of
Hooverism ha¢ been the maintain-
ing of steady high prices of bread
in the face of remarkably falling
prices of wheat. With the coun-
try struggling under the worst
depression in years, and with the
country deluged with - appeals for
private charity, with miilions of
people actuglly in acute want—un-
der these conditions, the ‘price of
bread has been -kept at a high,
extortionate level. There can be
b two opinions about the . sitna-
tion: it.daes, without exaggeratiop,
consisy of erimina! .extortion, . Ia
their greatpst suffering4he Amer-
ioan people are being raobbed oujs]
rggecusly by the banking profit-
eery. . . R

Politicians do noi:iike to apeak
about such really important issues.
They wish not to-offend the pow-
erful moneyed interests. Conven-
tional support for the established
system of commerce and govern-
‘ment is the time-dishonored policy:
of politicians. Phey were, hows
ever, compelled to notice this evil
in. the state. of Pennsylvania: . A

than pub-

a -Socialist memnber of the: state

bill was ‘defented. « This was guch
dn unplessant ecandal that ‘the Re«
publicans, controlling the. legisla-
ture, had as & matter of political
self-protection 1o change iheir at-
titude “amd favor the measure, &
Republican . représautativé vérently
nirpduced 2 similar. bill. and it
'was carried by an:almost unani,
us- vofe.  Yet this weuld mever

BigListafDescriptinnis( PREE) Sendd for Dae
: Amnerions Friendihip Socitty i

istered their decision that private|

bill demanding an -investigation}
of bread prices was introduced by |

legisiature — Darlington ‘Hoopes, } s
Twice “the logitlature way forced}am
‘ta wote on the bill-and: twics the]wit

| P AZ Q0L A8 sach! 3 welnittancd is
preceived. from -4 Fygbmsn’ reader
ki 1biB- ngme iy put-on the cadd ‘inde:
":fof, The Freeman Arey:
i name - i3 Lalveady: thEfe”
' e;réﬁe;' the date

is- not an, exception,.not: a pecu-
larity ‘which geldom. pecurs, but.is

{the persistent and. twpical line of

conduct that is followed.on a gen-
eral scale under Hooverism. Can
the ordinary  man fail to see that
the penalty of supporting Hoover-
ism is to starve and; be robbed?

The

) American- Fireeman - s
unique in the entire world of

journalism. - It omplovs mo. sub:
scription agents. -1t -conducts o
circulation contests: that involve
expensive. motor cars:'and huge
bags of gold: Occasiovaliy.it givés

{its subscribers a booktor two, but

this is. done always with 2 view to
gduca:flqs.- - The. Freenfan has np.
at advertising  acgounts, “Th

Freeman ig ncﬁ subs ﬁea”h;k{
Raskob or an Owen| D Young, It
gets e supperi. from,: Wal Street.
The Hoover administration. would
rather ses The Freeman. choke
than give it so much.as a 25-cent
gubscription. ~ And ypt— .
. The - Freeman’s . -circulation: is
growing rapidly.. At present we
are .putting on new subscriptions
at the rate of 5,000 per.weck. -

- Why: is :this?. s D
- The” answer ig:
Army!t ‘

tary » “association’ 0> soc iy
rminded. {ndividuals. - They “jein"”
by the simple: processof” getting
ats least: four..of: thewr fHends-or
Hachuaifitantes sto “take j¢ Eyeerman

thewm - The Freaman-fors 25 weeks

If

remittance ahd pur-

LR i
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FREEMAN ARMY IS IN ACTION

i Seription

|political campaign, when it will-be

It 2

| witho

Fauh gt only -26c] egch, Whick pringsid

‘We  thendyd

all here is to The Frosma Arins; NEED INHERITANCE TAX,
o vhat @ wallop it has! © - 1" gAYS SENATOR NORRIS

" The Freeman Army has made -0 )
possible at least a dozen ‘tremen-| Progressives in Congress will de-
‘mand an ipheritance tax, says

dously successful Speciat:Editions
of The Freeman. Thute ®reembif|ge,a,, George W. Norris, rang-
ing -to as high as eighty percent

reader-workers order “bundles ‘of
special issues at 2c¢ per.‘paper; L

aigve{" ordering less thaﬁ a- ‘!?ui?d}é‘! Q{l‘.;ext‘!_'egguvely Qargf;_ fortuneg. ,_,:I‘be
w830 Or they send us a list of {PFoPosed tax would be proportion-
‘ R N .ate to the size of the inherited
fortune.. Moderate inheritances

at > least <50 namies, :accompanied’
by-+2¢ per-name, .which pays for ‘would “be taxed lightly, while ‘the
greater sums would be more se-

‘sending special issues to their liat,
Or “they. send us ‘the monéy for
us?to apply-at the rate of 2c per
name;, sending copies of The ‘Free-
man to good names.in our files—
the names of more than a million
buyers and readers of Little Blue
Books. v

~.And as we write this, reports
come f{rom our circulation depart-
ment that The Freeman Army is
now in full swing, sending us lit-
erailv thousands of new readers
for future issues of The Freeman.
We. invite new readers of The
Freeman to ioin this Army. Al
vou nesd do iz to send us. a club
of four subs at 23¢ each—81,
which pays for four names sach to
get The Freeman 25 weeks: or:
if you prefer, vou can send us a
club of 10 names -at 10¢ each. good
for 10 weeks of The Freeman. By
doing -this you will be.placed on
‘our. Army fiie and you will be
sent special literature from. time
Aot o T
- 0f you, belieye. in  what The
Freeman is doing then. please show
your endorsement:in 2 concrete
way—show it by putiing on at
least 10 new readers on tné sub-
tist of The Freeman.
We need every new reader we can
'po’;fsgfbb' get,. in order to make our
fqt__.ql',e, campaigns more ' effective.
Remember, we are getting ready
for ‘“big doings” duting the 1932

breaking up immense, scandalous
family accumulations of wealth
and returning this wealth to the
government and thus, theoretically
at least, to the people.

It is the contention of Senator
Norris that the inheritance tax
will prevent the addition of other
forms of taxation and thus oonp-
stitute a relief ‘o the majority
of the citizens. “Some form of
increaded uaxation will abso-
lutely necessary,” e says. “The
inheritance tax is the fairest kind
of tax ever devised. Tt burdens
the fewest number of people and
inflicts no unjust nardship upon
thdse whom it affects.”” It is the
Senator’s opinion that. the build-
ing up of huge private fortunes
is' a menace to democratic insti-
tutions, and ‘that is Obviously a
{rue, indeed an- unescapable, con«
clusjon. A TR
-~ The inheritors of such fortunes
have done nothing to earn them,
‘They are given a tremendously
unfair advantage over other citi-
zens. This sort of inequality, so
flagrant and so dangerous, is not
one that can be defended by any
argument of superior ‘brains or
initiative,

To be sure, the basic inequality
lies in the economic system that
makes it possible for such private
fortunes to be accumulated. An
inheritance tax is perfectly just,
but it is only a step in the right
direction .and will fall far short of
a complete solution .of the social

e

our Job to expose the -evile of
erism.” "We are out to defeat
erism, but that can’t be done

ﬁ_f. the ‘help of -our readers—

improved;

verely taxed with the object .of

Here, undoubtedly-is the -

"MAN  Has _ progressed,

erence oOr. any such exaggerated

quality, but through the use of in-

not.
through the use of faith or rev-.

telligence. Fortunately, while the

‘majority of the race were involved
in dismal errors, a few thinkers
and* humanists went right on ug-
ing’ their brains and. the -habit
grew and consequently social lifg
‘We  have not yet
reached 'that ideal time when the
great majority will. deal intelii-
gently with life. Error .is stiil

common and ' folly is cherished.

But we must admit that there has
been  progress over a period of
centuries; and it js oyr full aim
to encourage and enlighten that
tedency of progress.
—

THE SOVIET government has dis-
charged 188,000 employes of gov-
ernment  departments on-  the
grounds that thev are “ex-bour-
geoisie, bureaucrats and incompe-
tents.”  Other work, which pre-
sumably they will be capable of
doing, will be found for them.
This will seem the greatest ty-
ranny of all to political jobholders
in America. Bureaucracy and in-
competency are virtues in our
political system. ‘ ;

: —g—
100 Sheets Paper--100 Envelopes
Both geatly printed with ) ’
your name and addressdfi~
and, sen? posipald fer

bargain = ever
offéered. No longer is € -
Persona! Printed Sta- Soacges ,,

tionery & luxury, be-
cause you ¢an now have
high quality Writing Paper and Envelopes,
both printed with your name and address for
less than usually paid for plain blank sta-
tionery. Just think, 100 ‘sheets of gooa
white bond writing paper, size 5l x 7Y
inches and 100 quality envelopes, both neatly
printed with your name and address and
sent postpaid for only $1,

greatest

LY N

Qur low price

does not allew any variation in -printing. ’

Nanme and address up to four lines, in. rich

black ink, printed st top center of sheet and’
Take advantage .of:

flap of envelope only,

big bargain now. Use order form below.
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PRINTED STATIONERY ORDER FORM. '

Haldeman-Julius Publications,’ Girard, Kans.
For .the enclosed i

$1.00, print ‘name and

address on 100 Sheets of Writing Paper ang !

160 Enveloges.
below.

Name and Address te be Printed,

S8 Al he , Freeman Army,” question, The greater need is that WRITE VERY PLAIN
e e ~ f;a.i us hear from you at once— |the tyranny of private control over| L
: ’ {3 : L Armyites, « ¥ itst indus .
without peytrin PacE e enty | myites, or new 1ecru1ts ‘ 1‘n~dul t.ry should be endefi.. B N
edsts. -money out '8 Weir own| ' Prospirity ' depends upon pey-{ TO FEAR ideas is to fear, and to! send <o e
pockets o support *TWFredman’s mianent : production; and in turn|confess gneself unequal to, the| agaress in ton
poiicies, ‘But they de'this gladly.|iy 15 obvious that permarnernt pro-|bighest activity of life, B P stot
. *'I‘hef*‘rééma‘n’ A%‘W!S a“"“,(ﬁuln_‘ ducuon ,‘débends ilp0n the s‘;ﬂeadj‘-” = F ettt i tive e atan e an aaae k Ui citatecicrrriives

ness of consumption, -inasmuch as
the” workers, when unable to, buy
the “.prodicis - of indusiry,. .. are/
‘forced to be idie and unproductive,
THE "Faildcjous name of dvel-pro-.
etfon' is' piven™ to What s " ieally
iforced *gnd  unjust under-cou-
mption by the work '
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Investlgatlbns Show Large Sums
 Spent on Propaganda to Poison
~ People Against Publicly Owned
_.and Operated Plants

Rocent disclosures ‘by the Fed-
eral Trade Commission show con-
clugively that power interests are

not only- liable to the charges of

excess profits and attempts to con-
trol public sentiment by the pur-
chase, directly or indirectly, of
newspapers, but are liable to al-
most innumerable others along the
same lines, Senator Norris (Rep.)
of Nebraska declared in a state-
ment for The American Freeman.

“The trust has spent literally
millions of dollars in various and
divers methods to control public
sentiment and to build up a sen-
timent in favor of the trust.” he
declared, “and in opposition to
municipal ownership- of electrie
Jight plants. They have done this
gsecretly, by methods and. means
which are disgraceful and dishon-
est,” -

An zuthorized summary of the
Senator’s Freeman statement fol-
lows:

Whiie the Federal Trade Com-
mission in its investigation of
the power trust is almost daily re-
vealing some gigantic scheme on

the part of that monopoly to con-

trol the generation and distribu-
tion of electricity for the people
of the United States the trust is
trying to divert attention from
true conditions by continuing this
nation-wide propaganda of decep-
tlon

“Of course, every school child in
the United States who has fol-
lowed in any degree the disclosures
_made by the Federal Trade Com-
mission knows. that there is a
power trust; that it.is not only

nation-wide, but that it is reach-

ing out into varlous foreign coun-
tries.

I referred to a bill paid by the
Florence Wagon Works -of. Flor-
ence, Ala., for one month. This
co"pm:atxou is located within the
sound ., .of  the tumblmg waters
which*go “over the. Muscle Shoals
dam. -¥ is supplied with electric-
ity for, power purposes by the Ala-
bama Power Compadny, one of the
constituent elements -of the power
triist. The amount paid for power
in ‘the bill which was sent to me
for one month was. $322, - This
was for tBe month of August,
1929.

Rates Are Compared
-'T.had this same identical bill

at Jacksonville, Fla. Thm munici-
pal plant would have furnished the
same amount of power for $245.25,
making a saving of $76.75 in one
month for one customer. The bill
was also sent to the municipal
plant at Springfield. Ill., and this
municipal plant would have fur-
nished the same power for $203.35
—a saving of $118.65 for the same
month. The bill was also sent to
the municipal plant at Los An-
geles, Calif.

This plant would have furnished
the same power for $179.50—a
saving for one month to one cus-
tomer of $142.50. It was sent to
several other municipal plants. For
instance. the ‘municipal plant at
Seattle, Wash would ‘have saved
this . customer, for/ that month,
$108.80. The municipal plant at
Tacoma, Wash., would have saved
the Florence Wagon Works, for
that month, $179.10.

The electricity furnished to the
Wagon Weoerks at Florence was not
furnished by a plant either pub-
licly or privately owned which op-
erated in Florence, Ala., alone.
The power trust supplied Florence,
Ala., with all the electricity which
was used. The Alabama Power
Company is one of the largest gen-
erating and distributing subsidia-
ries of the power trust in the
United States, and Florence, Ala.,
was only one of hundreds of cus-
tomers which the Alabama Power
Company has all over the State
of Alabama and adjoining states.

Moreover, the Alabama Power
‘Company gets some of its power
from this dam which is within
sight of Florence. It buys it from
the government, somewhere in the
neizhborhood of two mills per 'kil-
owatt-hour, and sells it  to its cus-
‘tomers at an unconscionable profit.
The claim is . often  made by

‘1:power - frust rep,resentatlvgs that.

some .privately owned corporatmns
in the United States sell electricity
(when you take ' intp. considera-
‘tion their -‘entire sales) at a
cheaper rate per kilowatt-hour than
some ‘municipally owned plants
charge. On its face this looks
like a plausible argument, but if
you will investigate you will find
it often - occurs that the power
trust sells electricity to a subsid-
iary corporation.

This subsidiary corporation sells

sent to the mummpanyqowned plant'

the

Earnmgs by the Power c

electricity to anmother sdmdtary, tie, eansamer= would: ﬁnd thelr bxl}s, i
and 20 on, almost without limit. | Jecreased- by ., less than -one-half | .
+The truth

In reality. when they are selling
electric current in bulk in this way!

‘they are selling to themselves, It

would be immaterial whéther they
charged anything, even if they
soid below cost to such a subsld-
iary.

Charges of Ontario tht Are
Cited '

Theii profit would be just the

same when the electricity reached

the ¢onsumer. It is now an ac-

knowledged fact, admitted by all}

honest citizens who have given at-
tention to the question, that the
Ontzric publicly -owned plant sells
electric current to the consumers
at a much lower rate than the con-
sumers . pay on this side of the

line for current purchased from

the wower frust

The last official report of the
Hydio-electric Power Commission;
of Ontario shows that for . the
precading year 87 percent of . the
domestic consumers of that system
in Oatario, Canada, paid an aver-
age rate for electricity of le_ss

thn 2 «cents per kilowatt-hour.
The rate to this 87 percent of
domestic consumers ranged. be-

tween a maximum average rate of
1.9 centz per kilowatt-hour down
to 0. of 1 cent per kilowatt-hour.
This report shows also that the
next 12.2 percent of the domestic
consumers of thig, publicly-owned
system paid an average rate per
kilowatt-hour of from 2 cents to
3.9 cents. This leaves only 0.8 of
1 percent of all.the domestic con-
sumers of this publicly-owned ser-
vice who paid a rate per kilowatt-
hour of 4 cents or more.

_ This . same- report shows . that
durmg that same year 90.4 per
cet” of® the commercial consumers.

Lof . this publicly-owned service in
‘Canada paid an average rate of
2.4 cunts or less per kilowatt-hour.}

The power service in . Ontario
maka; an equally sf,artllng show-
]nd ioetidind :

"'The figiited’ given in relation to
Florence ‘Wagon Works - bill,
show that the municipal plants in
the United States, while not mak-
ing as good a showing as is made
by . the larger system in Canada
are nevertheless so far ahead:of
any showmg which can be- made
anywhere in the United States:by.
the power trust that further argu-
ment seems almost useless. ...

Regulation ‘Has Failed -
As nearly as I can estimate it,
if the trust were rvelieved from
taxation and the trust gave the
consumers the ~beneﬁt the domes-

WIII Our Readers Cooperate in

This Thrilling Program?

" . We are building great benes and plans on the possibility of sending Marcet Haldeman-Julius
te Washlngton, D. C., and New York City for deeper, personal investigations into vital aspects -of
Heoverisi. We have planned: carefully every feature of her trip—and now the decision rests with
The _Freeman Army. " Will these loyal readers of The Freeman cooperate with us in this extensive

il

ks apon Hooverism?. We need an. immediate increase in our snbscnphon list .in

geﬂmg matenal if amr readers will help us expand our, operations in gettmg more - readers. -
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Use Tlus Order Blank for “On to Washmgton” Subs
Tie Amencan Freeman, Girard, Kansas

'l am eager to have Marcet Haldeman-Julius go to Washmgton and New York City ald
mveshgate these great problems. I am helping in this plan by sending in the followmg four.
“mames who, for the $1 | am enclomg, are to receive The Freeman for 25 weeks eacln
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't} Wé supply eyersiving:-- You can.gquickly,

- o great bemefsctor te:the many wso need

1 }sexp ror our rrEE TRIAL qmmsn

fcert per kﬂowatt*? our.
iis that if they we.‘s entlrely re-
i lieved from. taxatiofi .they would
;charge-al) the " traffie.-would bvar
‘And .I.:am not saying' this’ in'a

The munici-
.pal vand - publiely owned ‘plants are
in the businéss for service. That
is: the ‘difference between:the two.
1t is human nature for them to
charge just as much ‘as they pos-
sibly can.

The: only way whlch ha,s been
at all- practical 4o have  them re-
duce -their rates is by :public com-
petition. Regulation. as every stu-
dent knows, has fallen down. It
has- not: been .a success.
oftén happens, the public ‘regula-
tors. have been regulated 'by the
frust by- various metho&s. :

Feonclusively - ‘that  the trodt has

dnr-various and divers methods to
contrel  public ‘sentiment: and to
build: up: a sentiment:in° favor of
the trust and in opposition to mu-
nicipal: ownership of- electric light
plants. They. have done- this se-
cretly, by methods and means
which are disgraceful: and dishon-
est.

They have undentdken to control
eiections; all the way from the
presidency down to the election of
municipal officials- in small towns
.~ They have spent
thousands - of dollars: to  control
legislatures. They have not hesi-
tated to approach the pulpit. They
have sent theif: emissaries secretly
into communities- to visit women's

fessors and school supeunbendentq
—all doneisecratly. -

. They. have; .likewise,/ indirectly
-attempted to control newspapers
and :haye . sometimes: purchased:
them outright. - ‘All these things
are disclosed by the-official investi-j ¢
gation: of:the ‘Federal Trade Com-
:mission:. The¥y have::sent: their

baek misleading iand often untrue

is: heing -accomplished: in Ontario
by. the- publicly-owned ‘electric light
and power :system.. There®is mo
douht about these:things.. Fufther
denial . omly -adds -to. the ' already

Jlarge . accumulation. of - incriminat-

ing .evidence ‘which:"has been pro-
duced. and which’ stands unconn a-
dicted.

WE ARE reminded by the Hoover
.politicians that this. is a world-
wide depression. . At. best, this
only means that other countries
are as badly managed as America.
It leaves out, however, the fact
that- the - leading European coun-

-{tries. protect their workers with

unemployment - ‘insurance
America does .not.

while

43N A CQUNTRY whieh has .an
abundance of :men, machines and
materials.. for production, unem-
ployment is nothmg short of eco-
nomic - insanity.: -~ For “the “indus-

to make possible this big undertaking. We have decidéd that if The Freeman readers.: m&?iﬁ“ of :a-countfy to be idle under
00 dah-of~fonr subs at 25c per sub (each sub running 25 weeks) we will give Marcet the
word to proceed on her great mvestlgatmg trip. We can afford to expand our operations in

it would be for a “man to, git _in
the midst of food: and let himself
starve to ‘death: - -

: UNEMPLOYMENT is a f.nlure of

.'capxtalxsnc employers’ in°the man-
jjagement of industry; but-it is also

a;failure that can.be-laid -at the
.door -of capitalistic ‘government,

iwhich’ .refuses ‘ to::adopt ‘méasures

‘that will .guarantee - the : subsist-

lence -and - necessary - welfare of"its

cltizens.

critical- spirit. . They are .in the
| business for proﬁt

- As too

The recent disciosuPes of the‘
-Federal Trade Commission show |-

‘Spent: literally: «millions “¢f money

clubs,-to influence boy-scout organ-|
‘izations, to control farmers’ organ-|
izations, ‘to subsidize- college -pro-|-

lemissgr{es sinto ~Canada“ o BEing]

NE

lishman' who hved in the time of Voltaire, was one
of the first to write modern history: ‘that is. his-
tory which is critical and careful and inspired by
the most impartial, enlightened regard for the
truth. His Decline and Foll of the Rowian Empire
is probably the greatest masterpiece - of history
writing, both from the standpoint of its enlight-
ened conception and its elegant’ style. ‘And of all

chapters have stood out challengingly as the im-
pressive and hotly discussed feature of the Gibbon
masterpiece: .namely, the two chaptets in which
Gibbon described and analyzed the character, the
motives, the practices and the rise and final tri-
umph of Chrjstianity. .

FACTS VS. EXAGGERATED LEGENDS OF
~ CHRISTIAN MARTYRDOM

Corxfmittih'g himself unreservedly to the task
.| 'of discovering, sifting and relating the whole truth;
:;t was inevitable that Gibbon should offend the
plous spokesmen .of the Chrlstlan 1ehglon His
famous two chaptels-—whrch ‘haVe the ‘rounded
compléteness “and significance of a separate, dis-
tinct work—exploded the most venerated ‘legends
.about the rise of Christianity. Scarcely a single
feature of the official church story of.the rise and
character of Christianity escaped demolishment or
serious modification by the critical pen of Gibbon.
'Most unforgivable of all, Gibbon placed his criti-
cisms on a solid foundation of facts. His history
was so well buttressed by the original authorities,
by the most diligent research, by a remarkable
familiarity with the Roman writers and the Chris-
tian writers of the early centuries when Chris-
tianity was not yet the ruling religion—in short,
Gibbon knew and handled his subject sc well that
his Christian critics could do nothmg but denounce
him—it was beyond their power to disprove or to
weaken his accnunt of the early church. :

CHARACTER OF "THE CHRISTIANS AND
THEIR MOTIVES '

versy has persisted with regard to these two chap-
ters of Gibbon’s Decline and Fall. In his own life-
time several rather violent criticisms were pub-
lished and Gibbon himself replied forc1bly to his
critjes. And, as.J. M. Robertson says in ‘his schol-
»arly mtmductxon to- these two chapters whxch we

‘ hdwald bebon, eloquent and. scho}arlv Eng-

that immense work of historical scholarship, two g

For near]y two centur:es an.animated contro-

| Afier Two Centunes This Remams the Best and Most Shmng
' History of the Rtse of Chnstmmty

1ep11nt f01 ‘he hrst ‘mme in Amenca under the
title’ of Gibbon “on Chnetzamty‘ the' many critics
‘have been unable to shake the essential marrative
of Christianity which the great English historian
told so truthfully and so well. Not: only that, but
since Gibbon wrote subsequent ‘historians have dis-
covered new material ‘which strengthens 'Gibbon’s
mam outhne of the nature and rise: of Chnstlanlty

POLICIES OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS IN
DIFFERENT PERlODS

‘Gibbon on Christianity is rnot ‘»only-‘a‘ work of
singular eloquence' and vividness—not only is it a
curiously thrilling- story—but it is ‘Sound  history,
in which one finds the facts. reliably recorded and
free from all the errors and fancies: of the later
Christian mythology. Gibbon spent..years in the
preparation of his material and-the writing of his
famous history; and knowing how - controversial

| it would be, he was especially careful..to present

the tost sound and complete .and eritically invul-
nena:b]e account of the rigse of Christiapity. In -a
work that has the very greatest .tone  and subject

- matter throughont, the two chapters on Chris-

‘tianity are the best of all: and they have the unity,
completeness -and importance of a work: that de-
serves to stand alone as a sepalate splendid mas-
terpiece. Ta e

NATURAL CAUSES SHOWN lN RISE OF
CHRISTIANITY

It .was Gibbon's design, first among great his-
torians, to set forth the nmafural causes that made
Christianity triumph as a religion and as a polit-
ical institution, as distinguished from the sup-
posed supernatural victory of this religion which
had been elaborated in the most extravagant legends
of the church. As a historian, Gibbon was among
the first realists; he was a cultivated and skeptical
man; in his view history was a thing of solhd
evidences and reasonable proofs,” based upon -a
study of the original material. He tumed for ‘his

-facts ‘to the genuine literatufe-=to a comparison

of an extensive range of otriginal Titerature-——which
recorded, both in the writings .of Pagans and
Christians, the true events of those few. centuries,
just before the downfall of old Rome, in which
Christianity rose from an obscure body of secta-

- pians -into the powerful reiigion of Roine, oppress-

ing with intensified \no]enco ite frnn‘h.-: mnqqmna}

. oppreaaors. o

A thd Plcfizfe of the Ear[y Chﬁsttan Fanatlcs

reparts: andwconelusiéns :as:to what{’

such" cxrcunlsifﬁnces is ‘as crazy ﬂ?‘

.

GIBBON SAYS— :

1t was universally. believed

- [in the early Christian com-
munities] that the end .of the
world: and the kingdom of .
Heaven were at hand. The

- mear amoroach of this won-
derful event hdd been pre-
dicted by the apostles; the
tradition of it was preserved
by their earliest disciples,
and those who understood in
their literal seuse the dis-
courses of Ckrist himself
were obliged to expect the
second and glorious cominy
of the Son of Man in the

[ O A

clouds. . R
¢ . ki

One fact Gibbon makes entirely
clear: namely, that the early

Christians: were groups -of the
most abhorrent and provoking
fanatics. Their conduct was such
that ‘persecution of them (which
persecutmn has “béen’ grossly ex-
aggerated in pions Christian his-
|tories)- -was moje, political than
religious in natufe. As merely 3
rival religion, content to take its
place with the many other reli-
gions tolerated under the Roman
Empire, Christianity  would not
have been subjected to persecution.

. The Pagans respected all re-
ligions and gods. The multitude
were_superstitious and believed in
many gods, doubting none though
preferring’ some; while the -phi-
losophers 'were superior to super-
stition and -looked with tolerant

Jamusement or disdain upon the
~| beliefs of the multitude.
|may be remarked: that, naturally,

And: it

B | Christianity . was in the view ‘of

ik ”Prme"Mcb—'“an most une-
pportdnition: “for. men. -and - 'women
hered‘.ﬂnl ‘eompfete mystem -of non.
- glesl: tréatarent of. bod-

e .dborlem eqh & pepular nd rapldly.
spreading - d¢ .52
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the ph;losophern simply : another

: superst:tmn and the most fepul-}

{sive of all, seeing that it made

spirits of 'humatuty, preaching a
fanaticism -and an’asceticism un-
. knqwn to the pagan religions..

. The early Christians' withdrew

as far- as possible from the nor-

mal life of society and “behaved
‘as ‘enemies of soclety and as foes

3 ~p0Wer' ‘but:. thair intolerance; was !
'. m f
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war upon the mérriment and good|

of. ‘toleration. “T'he ‘real” intolérance|}!
of vheWthshans was shown ire~| R
. $hey Bﬁ”‘%‘% e )l
; beneﬁcxmés o' iinperzal, faver and{]:

caamnally marked as victims of a
persecution which  they persist-

-| ently invited. Most of the Roman

emperors - sincerely believed, “and
with sufficient cause, that the
Christians were -fanatical ene-
mies of toleration and -public
peace; and, even so, these. em-
perors for the most part favored
a policy of toleration for these
fanatics. ‘During the greater part

dation of Christian communities
to the eventual triumph of Chris-
tianity, these fanatics—who asked
toleration for themselves vet de-
nounced toleration for others—
were . permitted to conduct their
strange rites and customs without
molestatioln.

The tale of Christian persecu-
tions hasz been unscrupulously
stretched and magnified by the
fabricators of church history. In
a single year, after the triumph
of Christianity, more <Christians
were killed by Chnstlans than
were killed in three centuries by
the Romans. Whatever the faults
of the pagans, religious intoler-
ance was the least of them; they
were infinitely more tolerant than
the Christians. |

It remains to be explained how
Christianity, which to us seems
so abhorrent and extreme a re-
ligion from its earliest appear-
ance; finally won its triumph. One
impertant fact is that Christianity
had no real or extensive triumph
until, for political reasons, it was
placed under the patronage of the
Emperor Constantine and made the
state religion: its tyiumph was

genuine conversion. Gibbon shows
that. the numbers of the early
Christians have been greatly ex-

of the period from the first foun-}

that of . oppressxon rather than

|

HERE lS TRONY—

“A . noble . G?,eczan, : .8ays
Gibbon, “promised Theophi-
lus, bishop of. Antiock,
that if he could :be gratified
with the sight of a. single
person who had actually been

raised from the . dead, he
would immediately embirace
the Christian religion. It is
somewhat remarkable that z
the prelate of the first east-
ern church, however anxious |
| for the conversion of his |
Yy friend, thought proper to de- 2
i cline this fair and reason- z
) ble chalienye.” !
! -
natural factors which enabled
them to increase and spread

within the limits that can reason-
ably be determined by reliable
figures.

But this analysis of the distine-
tive nature and appeal, however
limited, of “Christianity imn. the
pagan. world must be read in Gib-
bon’s own words. -: It:#is, let us
repeat, the most able and illumi-
nating study of the rise of Chris-
tianity from the historic and crit-
ical point of view which has ever
been written. No one can prop-
erly be said to understand Chris-
tianity until ‘he’ has read this
famous masterpiece by Gibbon.

These two chapters,. entitled
Gibborn on Chnstzgmty,vare com- .
plete in themselves and form a
complete work. We" are pubhshmg
this work for the first time in
America, in a-large, ‘well-printed.
volume, 96 pages, 45,000 words,
bound in stiff carg. covers, 5 by
8% inches in size.” The:price of
this masterpiece is only 60 cents
a copy. Ordér today on the

aggerated; and he shows also theblank below. ;
Haldeman-Julms Fublncshons Glrard Kalms N
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ORDER BLANK FOR GIBBOH ON CHRISTIANH’!!

Haldeman-Julius Pubhcatxons Girard, Kansas

. I am enclosing 60 cents, for which send me, poatage prc_:-
- paid, a (.opy of szbon on’ Chnstmmty.
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