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bpen the Factories! F

America goes into the deeper imonths of winter with the crisis of unem.
ployment and stark, dreadful poverty as bad as ever; lndegd,.these are
precisely the months when the situation will be most severe in its effects.
President Hoover persists in his disgraceful attitude of futility. No great,
resolute, constructive measure looking to the real, extensive solution i.)f this
gigantic industrial problem has even been suggested by the paltry, incom-
petent, capitalistic fraud who sits in the White House. He repeats the fool-
ish cry that the federal government can do nothing. Yet while an appro-

priation bill of $45,000,000 for stock relief to agriculture has been sup-

ported by the Hoover administration followers in the national House of Rep-
resentatives, these same Hoover followers (who are plainly acting _under
orders from the White House) oppose the suggestion of Senate progressive
leaders that $15,000,000 be added as food relief to the haman beings on
the farms. It is also objected by Representative LaGuardia (New York)
that the proposed relief is confined unfairly to the farms and does not touch
the bitter problem in the cities. RN .

‘The answer of the Hoover congressmen is that private charity organi-
zations and municipal government activities will have to take care of the
suffering in-the cities. We are confronted with the most distressing and

ominous spectacle of acute suffering in the history of our country—and we

are told that private charity must be the only hope of the people. The
national government, strong and wealthy and ever too quick to serve the
interests of great corporations, is helpless in this crisis: such is the attitude
of Hoover: aithough we may add that what Hoover has really said, in plain
enough words, is that he as head of the government is nwilling to do any-
thing. His. followers in the House take the absurd position that food relief
to animals on farms is necessary but that food relief to the farmers would
be a “dole.”” And in the cities bread lines and soup kitchens are left to

‘under “economic individualism”
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supply the bare needs of the stayving people—a method that is crude and
inadequate and insulting to millipys who are out of work and in extreme want
through no fault of their own. % ‘ |
Photographs of the bread fines, shown in the daily papers, reveal the

fact that the men who are thus #hrown upon the doubtful mercies of private
charity are an extraordinary clss of unemployed: they are mot all from
the ranks of the unskilled labopers whose position is always so precarious
ther the larger percentage of the unfor-
tunate, as shown in these .phof@graphs, is from the ranks of skilled and
clerical professions, men who héys probably felt the blow of complete eco-
.in their lives. The present crisis has not
workers; it has hit the skilled workers and
the “white collar” workers and fle professional workers and middle classes:
all classes of the population, safé enly these most exceptionally prosperous
in their financial reserves, have ‘been struck by the widespread depression.
" We assert that the federal government—and this means President Hoo-

ver—is not anable but rather ahwilling to remedy the situation. We need
only glance back at the activities of wartime to realize a quick and bold
remedy is possible. There is a plain suggestion in the regulation and com-

mandeering of factories during wartime. It was entirely possible, for ex-
ample, that the government could take over the railroads of the country for
the object of moving troops and supplies. Government control of industry,

_in a degree never previously known, was applied for the purpose of facili-

tating the international slaughter in Europe. The conclusion is plain: Why
cannot the federal government new take over the idle factories and put the
unemployed millions to work and let them consume what they produce under
this arrangement? Millions are eager to produce commodities, They want
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to earn their living, not to depend upon the unpleasantness and m)cr@‘v
of private charity. It is simply a question of ‘furnishing emp’loym#'f %
millions who are extremely anxious to work. . o

The capitalistic owners of industry have shown their inability or un#®
lingness to run their factories normally and furnish work Yo the
Very well—it becomes the serious duty of President Hoover to act in this
emergency (certainly far more pressing than the emergency of wartinie)
and to inaugurate government control and management of industry at least
for the period of this emergency. The only reasom that President Hoover
will not take such a step—admittedly radical but ‘admittedly sensible and
the one certiin, immediate way to relieve the desperate needs of the people—
is that he is the servant of the private capitalistic interests of America rather
than the servant of the people of America. Hoover’s failure to act in this
crisis is proof that he would let the people starve in order to npliolq com-
pletely the system of “economic individualism.” In this greatest crisis of
the century, Hoover has betrayed the American people. cipan
' We are often told that the people should support the government. But
here we observe a situation of the utmost urgency and dire human need in
which the President of the United States serves notite that the government
will not support the people. We declare that the first duty of the govern-
ment is to the people. The first duty of the President is to the people. We
call upon the President of the United States to perform. his plain duty by
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~ taking charge of the leading, vital industries of the United States during this

crisis and putting the eight million unemployed to work and averting, by
the only plain and patriotic course, a winter of grim and needless distress.
And upon President Hoover we place the full responsibility for ‘his failure
to take this action in the interests—the critical and crying interests—of the
American people. o el :
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Is There Evidence of a Modern Return to Religious Fait

G. K. Chesterton vs. E. Haldeman-Julius

ilization and even society depend.
First, let -us say, a scientific man
‘of the old normal nineteenth-cen-
tury sort would remark:
can at. least have common sense,
in its ‘proper meaning of a sense]:
‘of: reality common to all; we can
have common morals, for without
them 'we -cannot even have a com-
‘munity;’ a man must in the ordi-
o ... |nary . sense' obey the law, and
But, however that may. be: (and éspecially the moral law.”
the newer skeptic, who ‘i§ progres-
sive and has. gone further and
; 501 Can- | fared: worse, wil . immediately say:
‘a perfect example (perhaps the|nibal horses and competitive 0YS-| “Why ~should you worship the
: A : . a . - WHALItaboo of - your particular tribe?
" called ‘the Survival of the; Fittest. Daryvm’s thesis Was;’-v;If latgr’; b}- Why should you. ace ept prejudices
“It 'so happens'that it does re-|ologists have condemned: it, itypqt are the product of a blind
“ally and truly fit in with the the-|Should not be condemned ‘Without|pard ingtinet?

“Rationalism Has Killed Itself

R R ‘ . very, said he trembled for: his
i By G. 'K',-Chesk,rton -country, knowing that God is just.
In the days whe

‘ .Huxley and|The profiteer of later times,,;{whfen
Herbert Spencer ailf the Victorian |he -legalized usury or., financial
agnostics . were trumpeting as a|trickery, was satisfied w;th‘ “him-
.final truth the famous hypothesis|Self, knowing -that natute:is Jun-
“of Darwin, it seemed to thousands|just.” . Lo et
of . simple ‘pedple almost impossible : (@nc
that_religion should survive. It|of course the ‘moral’ malady “has
is all the more ironic that it has|survived the ‘scientific mistake),
not_pnly: survivedl them all,; but is|the people who talked thus:of can-

only real example) of what they|ters, did not understand - what

ory .offered by Darwin; which was | being un-derstoodi Widelx as it_has
something - totally different from |been accepted without ‘being "un-
most 'of the -theories accepted by |derstood. ~The point of Darwin-|-
Darwinians. - This real original |iSm Wwas mnot that a bird with a
‘theory of Darwin has since very|longer beak (let us say) thrust

religious history. The recent re-|longer beak could reach worms|judged

. emergence of our religion i (let us say) at the bottom of ‘a stronger skeptic will answer:
survival of (icfhe fittest as Darwin |decper hole; that the birds who|the light in your body be dark-
meant it, and not as popular Dar-|could not do so would die; and|ness—and it is darkness because
‘winism - meant it; so far as it|he alone would remain to found[it is only in your body—what are
rthing a race of long-beaked birds. Dar-|your judgments but the incurable

winism suggested that if this hap-|twist and bias of your particular
peried 4 vast number of ‘times in|heredity and ‘accidental environ:|
: ! ; a vast series of ages it might ac-|ment?  What can we know about
Hiade” out "of "the famous theory,|count for the -difference- between| judgments except that 'they. must
there was. in niany quarters a|the ‘beaks of a sparrow and alall be equally unjust?
Queer, idea that the struggle for stork.. But the point was that the|are all equally conditioned by. de-
existence. was. of mecessity an|fittest\"did not' need ' to struggle|{fects "and individual ignorances,
g The * survivor all-of ‘them different and none of
didates for ‘survival; literally a had nothing to do except to sur-|them distinguishable; for there
gut-throat competition. There wag|vive; 'when the others could not|exists no single man so sane and
avague idea that the strongest survive. He survived because he|separate as to be able to distin-
: : crushed the|alone had the features and or-|guish them justly. * Why should
others. And’ ‘the -notion that this|gans necessary for survival. And, | your conscience be any more relia-
was the one method of- improve- | whatever be the truth about mam-|ble than your rotting teeth or your
ment ‘came everywhere as  good |moths or- monkeys, that is the quite special defect of eyesight?
news 'to bad men; to bad rulers, |exact truth about the present sur-|God bless us all, one would: think
to. bad employers, to swindlers and|vival of religion. It is surviving 'you believed in God!” !
: The brisk|because nothing else can survive.|haps the mnormal person will get|!
owner of a bucketshop compared | Religion has returned because all |annoyed " and say rather snap- |

meant anything. :
- Among the innumerable muddles
which mere  materialistic fashion

actual struggle between the can-|against #he unfit.

creature violently

sweaters and the rest.

Why is there any
‘authority in the unanimity of a
flock of frightened sheep?”

Suppose the normal man falls|
back on the deeper argument: I
largely broken down in the genera] |[it. into other birds, and had the|am not terrorized by the tribe; I
field of ‘biology and botany; but|advantage of ‘a duelist with afdo keep my independent judg-
it does actually apply to this par-|longer sword. The point of Dar-{ment; I have a conscience and &

ticular argument in the field of|Winism was that the bird with the|light of justice within which

Himself modestly to a mammoth,|the various forms ~of skepticism/|pishly: - “At least I suppose ‘we

: ' that tried to take its place ‘and do]
its work have by this time tied
themselves into such knéts. that
they cannot do anything. That
chain ‘of causation of  which.they
were fond of talking (a .chain
which- the first physicist of “the
age has just burst into bits' of
scrap iron) seems really to  have
served them after the fashion of
the " proverbial - rope; ‘and when
modern discussion gave them' rope
enough, they quite tapidly ‘hanged
themselves. - For there 'is ‘not ‘a
single one of the fashionabld forms
of scientific skepticism or “deter-
minism that does not endin stark:
paralysis, touching ‘the
conduct of human life, - - . .. .

trampling down other mammoths
‘in-the primeval jungle. The busi-
ness. man  destroyed other. busi-
negs men, under the [extraordi_nary
d¢“sion that the' eohippic horse
had “devoured " other -echippic
horses. The rich man sudderly dis-
‘covéred' that it was not'only con-
venient but cosmic to starve or
pillage the, poor; because ptero-
dactyls may have used their little
hands to tear each other’s_eyes.
Science, that nameless being, de-
claréd that 'the weakest must go
1o -the wall; especially in Wall
Street.» There was a rapid decline
gnd degradation’ in the sense of
responsibility in the rich, froni
the mierely- rationalistic eighteenth
century fo.
nineteanthi, -The . great: Jefferson,
when lie-reluctantly«legalized sla-

| tial methods to a solid belief .in|
ghosts. . But I admit that there|as it is
are men of Science who ‘cannotials

o the . purely scientific

. TAKE éx_;_’y three of. the ._r,jorﬁial

experimental  discovery / of real
things.”

of -humor:

he, would tell you- that the scien-
tific. mind. is completely satisfied |
in - the ‘Roman Catholic . Church..

by purely experimental and eviden-|

N

and negessary" ideas .on which'.civ-|get ‘to a solid belief in anything,

LA

are men of science; there Tg{ AL
science -to appeal to and she will|in eg
always answer; the evidential and|an

I And the other skeptic|seu
will . answer, if he has any :sense |0 “of
) “Why, certainly. ' Sir/| W]
Arthur- Eddington is Science 5 and:| One
he will tell you .that man. -really | O
has’ free will and ought to hang| Wé:
on to religion for his life. Sir|might'
Bertram  Windle was/ Science; and | f i

'For that matter, Sir Oliver Lodge/| classif
is' Science; and he has reached|p

even in »s:c'igp'ce, even in them-
selves. There fs the crystalogra-

pher of Cambridge who writes in
The Spectator the lucid sentence:
‘We know that most of what we
know is probably untrue.’ Does
that help you oh a bit in found-
ing your sare and solid society?”

camp of mgt%i’ia
dington, ‘1

“think; who used .the

to"be rather like a great, thought
‘than 'a gre#t machine; and Dr.

Whitney hag' declared  that there.

is no rational description of the
ultimate co§mic motion except the
will of Ged. .. " ;

But it is the perishing of the
‘other things, at least as much as
the persistence of the one thing,
that has; l¢ft us at last face to
face with the ancient religion of
our fathers, The thing once called
free thoug"ﬁt has come finally to
threaten everything that. is free.
It denies personal  freedom in
denying free will and the human
power of choice. It threatens
civic freedom with a plague of
hygieniec. and psychological quack-
eries spreading over the land such
a network of pseudo-scientific non-
sense as free citizens have never
yet “endured, in history. It is
quite, likely :to reverse religious
freedom in ithe ngmeé of some
barbareus nogfrum -or: ether: such
{38 constitutey the crude and ill-
cultured-ereed, of }
perfectly capable of. imposing
silence and impotenee from with-
out. But-there is no doubt what-
ever. that it imposes :silence and
impotence from within. .

. The whole "trend of it, which
-began as. a drive and has ended
in a drift, is toward some form
of the theory that a man -cannot
help Himss thet & n

ost Gf its news:

of abnormality or

l#beled: in a mu-

t of unmorality
priggish than the
hoggish than the

‘we are all
this philoso-
same as the
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-|which” is meant by a Christian

phrase that. the universe seems

;- of Russia. < It is|

3! that & man cannot

“*himself. - In alk

taked for granted

Wakness;  that they

“or immorality;

¢{long as it'was merely social.

{fract.  They brought objections
{against it that would be quite as:
S0} facile and . quite, '
od.{ brouglit - against:

to learn that it is entirely due to
their own energy and enterprise,
to their own activity in pursiing
their own antics, that the world
has at last tired of. their antics
and told therg so. We have done
very little agginst them; non nobis,
Domine; the glory of their final

overthrow is all: their

sdnity

e-0f, subflety. and.
civilization. Our. thanks, are due
to those:;who have so generously
helped us by giving a. glimpse of
what might be meant by a pagan
civilization, A%hd ‘what is lost in
that ‘society is not 'so, much re-
ligion " as " reason; the  ordinary
common daylight of ingellectual
instinct that has guided the chil-
dren of men. = A world. in which
men know that most of what they
know is probably untrue cannot
be. dignified with the name of a
skeptical world; it is simply an
impotent and abject world, not
attacking anything, but accepting
everything while trusting nothing;
accepting even its own- incapacity
to attack; accepting its lack of
authority to doubt; doubting its
right to doubt.

‘We are grateful for this public
experiment and demonstration; it
has -taught us much. We did not

believe that rationalists were so
utterly mad until they made it
quite clear to us.. We' did ot
ourselves think that the mere de-
nial of ‘our dogmas could end ¥
such ‘' dehumanized and demented
anarchy, It might have taken the
world a long time to understand
that what it had been taught to
dismiss as medieval theology was
often mere, common sense; al-
though the very term common
sense or communis sententiac was
a medieval conception. But it took

the world very little -time to un-j.

derstand that the talk on the other
side’ was most uncommon non-

sense. It was nonsense that could|

not be made “the basis of any
common system, such as has been
founded upon common sense, .
To take one .example out . of
many: the whole question of Mar-
riage has been turned into a ques-
tion of Mood. The enemies of
‘marriage did not have the patience
to remain in ‘their . relatively
strong position: . that -marriage
could not be proved to<be sacra-
mental, and that some exceptions
must be treated as exceptions, §o

.o e
. THEY could not be. content to
say that it is not a sacrament but
a_contract; and that exceptional
legal action might. bresk a con-

e/ tortures may afflict hin

fthat he may plunge her into hell

{mueh to any other human rela-

it  out ‘again; your whole moeod is

neve:r in the same mood for ten
minutes together; that he must
bt be asked to admire in a red
daybreak what he admired in a
yellow sunset; that no man ecan
say he will even be the same man
by the next month or the mnext
minute; that new and nameless

by putting on a. pair of socks ‘that
does npt harmonize with somebody
else’s carpet.. ... ...
It is quite obvious that this sort
of ~sensitive insanity applies as

tion as to this relation. A man
cannot choose ‘a profession;  be:
cause, long before he has qualified
as an' architect he may have mys-
tically changed into an aviator, or
been convulsed in rapid succes-
sion by the emotions, of a ticket
collector, a trombone player and
a professional harpooner of whales.
A man dare not buy a house, for
fear a fatal stranger with the
wrong sort of socks should come
into it; or for fear his own mind
should be utterly changed in .the
matter of carpets or cornices. A
man may suddenly decline to do
any business with his own busi-
ness partner; because he also, like
the cruel husband, wears the
wrong necktie. And I saw a seri-
ous printed appeal for sympathy
for-a wife who deserted her family
because her .psychology was in-
compatible with an orange necktie.
This is_only one application, as I
say; but it exactly illustrates how
the skeptical principle is now ap-
plied, and- how skepticism has re-
cently changed from apparent
sense to quite self-evigant non-
sense. The heresies not only de-
cay, but destroy themselves; in
‘any- case they perish without a
blow.

For the reply, not merely of re-
ligion” but of reason 'and the
rooted sanity of mankind, is ob-
vious enough. “If you feel . like
that, why certainly you will not
found families, or found anything
else. ' You will not build houses;]
you “will not make partnerships;
you will not in any fashion do the
business of the world. You will
never plant a tree, lest you wish
next week you had planted it
somewhere else; you will never
‘put a potato, into a pot of stew,
because ‘it will be too'late to take

stricken and riddled with coward-
ice and sterility; your whole way
of’ attacking any problem is to
think of.excuses for ‘not attacking
it .at_alk e :
“Very well; so be it; the Lord
be with you. . You may be - re-
spected ~for ‘-beixgg sincere; you
may bé pitied for being sensitive;
ng*may, retain some -of: the cor-|

tract.. They

on-| rective qualities. which.; make.

At

isyappointments, make promis

'God being .made Man, or -im

can do the other.”

Ldevouring; a giant worm wasting

‘more. in the morning.of the w¢

But if you are too skeptical to do
these things, you must stand out
of the way of those who can .do
them; you must hand over the
world to those who believe that
the world is workable; to those
who believe that men can make

keep them. .~ And
to believs fn God

AUFT T

An,: in

i

God-made Man - conling in . the
clouds: in_glory, in order to keep
a promise or boil a potato or bes
have like a human being—well,
then  you  must at  least give a
chanse to these credulous fanatics.
who can believe the one and who

e v}c: B3

THAT is what I mean by the

spiritual Survival of the _Fittest'."

That is why the old phrase, which
is probably a- mistake in natural
history, is a truth in supernaturs!
history. The organic thing. called
religion has in fact the organs
that take hold on life. 1t can
feed where the fastidious doubter
finds no. food; it can reproduce
where the solitary skeplic boasts
of being barren. It may be ac-
cepting miracles to believe in free
will; but it is accepting madness,
sooner or later, to disbelieve in
it. It may be a wild risk to make
a vow, but it is a quiet, crawling
and inevitable ruin to refuse to
make a vow.

-houses, make . partnerships, fmake‘

It may be incredi«'

ble that one ereed is the .truth

and the others are relatively falge;

but it is not only incredible buf
also ' intolerable - that there is no

truth either in or out of creeds,

and all are equally false. ' For

nobody can ever set anything
right 4f everybody  is equally.
wrong.

The: intere interest ¢f the mo-
ment is that the Man of Science,

the hero of the modern world and

the ‘latest of the great servants

of humanity, has suddenly and
dramatically refused to have any--
thing more. to do with this dreary

business of nibbling negation and

blind  scratching and scraping
away of the very foundations of
the mastery of man. For the

work of the skeptic for the past .

hundred years has _indeed . begn
very like the fruitless fury of

some primeval monster; eyeless;
mindless, merely destructive ang -

away 4 world that he could n

even see; a benighted and bestial -

life unconscious of its' own cause’

. Al e
[and of its own consequences. . Bu
Man ‘has taken to himself agai:

his own weapons, will and
and reason and the, visic
plan in things, .

| we -are:
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In ﬂl hlS eﬁorts to be funny—
md b has Semetimes  almost
pwoat blood in trying to cvesk
forth the ponderous wheels of 2
isbored - paradox or witlicism—
Gﬂbart K. €hesteston has never
appeared in such a husihorous light
ap ip hls la.tsst -article, “The Re- |
turn  to - Religious Faith, - pub-|
lishetl -in the New York Times
magajine section. The humor of;
this article was not intended by
Chesterton but it is ﬁ,}t_ark and un-
disguisable humor . nevertheless.
For (Chesterton has written an
article of considerable length,
wordy and pretentious and piously
solemn, in which he hag offered
mo evidence in justifiestion of his
title and subject: that is fo say,
there is nowhere in hig effusion of
irrational buffoonery the slightest
important evideace given that
there iz a “reéturn to religious
faith,” We are not introduced to
the dozens or the thousands or
the millions who are supposed to
have retusned to religious faith.
The implications of the article
a¥e that the worid generally has|
retarned to faith in religion; but
Chesterton does mot tell us what
proportion” of the world has re-
turned aleng the old trail of faith;
he presents mno figures; he cites
no significant witnesses, who
might prove his point; he merely
soys that the world has returned
to religion—and are we to take
his word for this vemarkable
change in sentiment?

Of course we do not take his
word. ~ Naturally we demand proof:
for sych a large statement-—and
certainly, if the modern world is
returning to religion, mnothing
could be of more dramatic and
intriguing import, nothing could
be more sensational and more
needful to be checked severely by
reference to solid and large evi-
dences, and nothing could be more
easily proved if it were true. It
is Chesterton’s conténtion that re-
ligion has survived all the scien-

tific and phﬂosophical attacks upon’

it; that religion is stmnger than
éver; that the world is return-
ing to réllglous fajth. Such a
remarkable fact of social life,
it were a faa‘_t, should be attested
by a g-:egt ﬂ,eg 9; forcma, clear
evi Ewgvrdenc &l!? sensa-
txonal wrth the asswhon made—~
yet “Chesterton brings no evidence
whatéver in support of his state-
meﬁt

3 .
-

. -

ISN’T THA?T strdnge? Isn't it
funny that there shoild be a
world-wide feturn to- rellglous
faith, of -which ‘réturn there is
absolutely no eévidénce? For let
me point out emphatically that in

meptioning Prof. Eddington and.

Sir Oliver Lodge and a couple of
othér scientific gentlemen, Ches-
térton is net proving a retwrn to
réligious faith. These gentlemen
have always been religious; they
hive but repeated their well-
known confessions of faith: and
Chesterton himself, whose opin-
oMS it any-case could not be of
Tesding. fmportance, has always
Beén a ‘beliéver in rehgious bunk
#nd indeed has persistently givén
ons of the most shameless dis-
plays  of intéilectual bankrwptey
R eér#nptxon-—so ‘his own state-

i Prétisely wlu_sg we should have
enpected from: a caﬁﬁng mounte-
Bunk of- Chiestérton’s ¢aliber. One:
# Chestertsn’s *‘witnesses" was

Cof Robert G, lhgersoll’
'*‘FartyéFoﬁr |
~ Lec ures”

COMPLETE
Gloth, Alurinum Stampeg, 420 Pages.

Col Ingerso]]b -wark in the lectuve
ﬂeld will last for all time. 'Those who
différ’ from h:m all admit the bril
lianey - of ]’ns great mind and ara
spellbound with . the beauty of bis
word pic‘burES and’ loglc

' ‘This volume has been entirely, reset
from new type -and is offered in
presentable shape for the library.
fr:ce “postpaid, $1 19,

“QrQer Bjapkn for Inggrﬁil's Lect

Haldeman Juhus Puhhemons -
Gixard, Kansas -

° For the enclosed—$1.19 plesse semd

‘ne;’ postage ptepard one copy of

J Col. Robert G. Ingersoll's “Forty.
“Four Lectures.” -
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jto 1930, savz Rev.
ment of faith is nothing new and|

and  significant iqu
that the churched are not halding

1 Sir Bertram Windle—a medical
professor in a Catholic college.’
But who, besides the trivial
Chesterton and a few scientists
who have always been sentimen-
tally oozy with religious bunk,
have shown signs of returning to
religion? Have the world’s scien-
tists and leading thinkers, in any
notable proportion, vome back to
religion? - Have the masses hit
the sawdust trail in vast numbers
and shown a returning belief in a
religion which they had afba,r;-
doned? Have cultivated circles
digcovered rationalism to be &
failure as an ,explanation of life
or as an attitude toward life and
have they returned to religion? -
Nothmg of the kind has hap-
pened. ~ Chesterton does not pro-
duce evidence of such a thing
having happened. He does .not
give us a peep at this alleged
great revival. On the contrary,
he has performed an old trick:
he has attracted attention by the
trick of saying something which
is sensationally at the opposite
extreme from the truth and which
achieves its sensational quality by
being sensationally untrue and in.
conflict with the widely known

. know . that the churches
have more and more empty pews;
and it is a familiar complaint of
c]ergymen that the world is los-
ing interest in religion; it is. a
lost ‘world, say the preachers, be-
cause the modern temper is in-
creasingly irreligious. The well-
known tendency of education in
the modern world is toward secu-
larism; and not only a skeptical
but an enti-religious tone is preva-
lent nowadays in our centers of
higher learning and in our best
literature and in our most im-
portant literature of thought.

IF HE HAD happened to read
Current ~History (published hy
this same New York Times),
Chesterton could have seen some
evidence recently appearing in
that ~ magazine — but vevxdence
contrary to his assertionh ahput
the new, . revived, religious tem-
per of the world. Rev. Charles
Stelzle, who has been engaged in
the business of preaching and in
4 long list of religious activities
fbr many years, declared in Cur-
rent History that Protestantxsm
in Ameriea is losing: its’ ymund-
4his declme, he says has been
going ‘on since 1900. From 1800
to 1900, the churchés in America
gained at a lively rate, the popu-
lation in the country mult«iplymg
twenty-two times and the churches
multiplying  eighty-one times.
These figures of relative increase
are for 1800-1925, but Rev, Stelzle
points out that the gain of the
churches: was . almost entirely
within the period of 1800-1900.

From the beginning of the
twentieth. century, the churches
have had a hard fight trying to
hold their own—and they have
not held their own, in compari-
son with the growth in population
nor with their probable rate of
increase under conditions of popu-
lar religious faith. The United
States census of religious bodies
shows that from 1916 to 1926 the
gain in Protestant church mem-
bership was only three-one-hun-
dredths of one percent; and dur-
ing the thirty years from 1900
-Stelzle, the
church has - increased its ratio
(accordmg 1o the population) by
less than one percent. In- 1928
the churches, both Protestant and
Catholic, reported a Yain of
1,000,000. In 1929 the combined
gain, Protestant and Catholic, had
dropped to 300,000,

Remember also that gain in
membership does not mean adults
brought into the churches it
means children as well, and-if all
church families stuck to -thajr
religion through each generation
one hundred percent, there would | ¢

estlmaﬁ of church membership
iy -this coumtry toda; m\vfhich s |
not ‘mean cltﬁrch
anything like & condjtion -of genm
ine religious faith—is. that “in

pﬂaces of less than 2 500 whlch

church members, whereas in the

larger cities 58 percent belong to]
‘Rev. Stelsle addet
“However, there are- Jargs aveus|;
in rural sectiéng of this country

the churchék? -

in which less .20 - percent .of
the adult popu Atlon are rdemhers
of the chureh.”

that this rapidly 'decliting rate
of new members mdlcatea that, the
growing generations atp indiffer-
ent to the chureh, is borne out
significantly by Reév. Stelide. Ha
says (and | have italicized the
opening sentence) : “The Protest-

upon the Sunday school for added

the Sunday schools have beén de-
clining, so that this source of sup-
ply is being steadily cut off. There
were fewer Sunday schools  in
1926 than thgre were in 1916,
although the number of Sunday
gchool scholars, as a whole, during
this period increased 5.5 percent.
But from 1906 to 1916-ten yeais
previously—<the increase. in Buyn-

percent. The increase during the
last ten-year period was therefore
less than one-sixth as much as it
was during the earlier ten-year
period.”

These facts are of the first im-
portance. They show that there
is a decline of religious faith
rather than a return to religious
faith. These facts are deadly
when set beside Chesterton’s empty
article. :

P

IT 1S A matter of commonplace
knowledge that religion is far
less interesting to the people, far
less successful and impressive, far
less capable of arousing belief or
loyalty than it was at the begin-
ning of the twentieth century.
Whete are the enormous crowds,
the majority millions of mankind,
who flock to the churches? Ches-
terton does not show us these
crowds mnot even refer to them;
go far as his éﬁic}e indicates,
he must believe that thére can
be a tnass- social phenomenon of
a tetarn to religion wftntmt
Srowdd to 46 the Yetgrning: - Nor
does: Chesterton Hentify fof
the" intellectiial leadérs who are

tists - who “até re
of ehildish faith svhich they have
mumbled oves and over these many
years

Consxdersbly more than hilf of
the people in the .modern world

hibit an efféctive disregard for
religion except when they speak
of it disrespectfully, and engage
in secular concérns which are
quite irreligious. Thirty years
ago perhaps not twenty percent of
the people would have said they
were irreligious; today fifty per-
cent of the people aré frankly
irreligious—and many more make
respectable genuflections before
religion without earnestly believ-
ing in the doctrines of religion—

call themselves religious;, with so

tion that $helr rehgm.n iy moat}y
minys.

set Teside this overwhelming tes-

ing but his, Chesterton’s, own un-
supported statément that there ig
a return of religious faith; and
Chesterton is not taken ssrlously
ag a true intellectyal .reperter or
guide by any sensible and culti-
vated thinker; Ghestertoa m knaWn

be a much greater increase than §

that which the churches have. ve- | P
ported; such small apparent gaing |

for the church, including ag they

do the admissjon of childfen of Ihe

religious famlhes, mean an acmal
It means
their own pedple. It means that

the young people, since 1900, have/:
not joined nor- take

as_previously théy had done.

Two once popular churches, e 1€ 0f
Methodist and Presbyterian, show.|®

ed 4n qutright pet loss in 1928,
“It is a striking fact,” says Rew.
Stelzle, “that about one-third of

n an interest ﬁ
in the churches of their parents| ;- .

brmg to" his
uﬂﬁd ’ﬁ;

the Protestant churches among ﬁ‘

the largest denominatiops - did not|¥:

add a single member to their rolls riage

fell from 3 ga
of 360,153 in &2 g2

8 to one of 77.-

1807 dumng 1929,

' during 1929. - Even -Ra
| Gathalic Chure he. m

The highést

 Chesterton hias won a kind 'uf‘*ﬁis-

‘and & - works. meom&y _becuuse
this. mbdern world i§ drreligious.

What I Bave said about theli
increase of church triersbership|:
coming from the -childrén, andi

~.tempt1bly cweleas and unconvmc«
ing, -

ant Church has dlways depénded|i

membership. But in recent years|

day school enrollment was 35.7

atal

réturiny to réfigion; hé fitro- \6
diices only a few pemltar ‘gefen- | 0
peating . Jessons| M

Al,hte!lxg'ence of ‘the "world

stay away from the churches, ex-

and there are many othérs who)
many qualifications and reserva-|
tions that we find upon examina: |

And what has Chesterton 0

timony -of  the meodern world
agamst xe]zgmn? He has noth-|

| haman activity beyond—-what thoge
customs and ‘ideals were' previous | de
[to Darwin’s time, is: simply not|

the: .ver’y dmgs and Tees .of abgect
Catholic, m@dieval&#m 1n

gracéful reputation, fa Yeputation|
for. literary -absurdity and asinin-
ity, by attacking modern -civili-
f#ation and’ udmtiﬁg & leturn bo
the Middle Ages..
L I ﬁ P

TIME AND AGAIN Chegterton has
'bitterly- and with feeble - ei‘forts
viclous sort of hiymor, assailed

the modern wod and its cultutrts

=

The modern world has not changed]

_ régpéct. Chesterton has
 changed, bub is qow misrepre-
enting the fucts with .- dliﬁerent

dxshonestx of. ., statement,.
Chestepton is a_poor Mar, _ Yester-
day. he said modernism was bad
because it ‘was skeptical and .athe-
istic; today he - 88Y8, modernism
is returning to rehgwn and he is
wrong both . times. A

The mountebank stram m Ches-
terton (which. is. so_big a. strain
that it constitutes . 'pmctica‘lly "the
whdle man, leaving nothing genu-
ine) reveals itself in the false and
silly arguments he. directs against
science and rationglism. He de-
vptes aboyt a third of his -article,
for exampie, to buﬂdmg up. 4
¢hildishly false version of Dar-
winistssg versmn in whu:h nobody
of. intelligence . éver . Jbelieved-=a
version which, so far as T know,
is entirely Chesterton’s. own: con-
eoction. And then he exhibits his
foolishness in a heayily "sportive
correction of this error-—a strange
error indeéd and a new one to me
—which he has himself. brought
into being for the express purpose

(and the .intellectually humbug-
ging purpose) of knocklng' it
down.

And what, by the Way, is “the
profound point of this. huﬂ:‘oonery"
We are entertained with the won-
derfully enlightening. conclusion
that birds. do not kill birds of
their own species: (at.least that
this is not usual nor necessary in
the meaning of -Darwinism) but
that birds kill ,worms. and. eat
them. After all his elephantlne,
misbegotten display of, false eru-
dition and pointless. humor, Ches-
terton lands back in the old, fa-
miliar conclusion that life  does
live by feeding ‘upon life, .

More dxshonesty-—and ‘Tess hu
mor——rs mvolved in Chest@rtonw

mt that the “real” ofrigl al

largely - Broﬁ%g
eral-ﬁeld p " biol

18 generally accept tdday by t‘he

strenger than it evér was, whuo
religion,, is . weaker )‘;han it ever
was.  Not odly in- bxology and
botany, but in geolog‘y and in an-
thropology and in “all branvhes of
scientific culture, evolution is to-
day recognized a8 the aster key
that unlocks the secrets of nature
and guides’ us to the tmth a'bout
things.
)
As vor THE Darwinian: recogni-
tion of the struggle for existence,
the warfare of life agdinst life,
which "is a faét palpable to -all
observers, it has never -been put
forward as the whole truth about
evolutiohi; ‘but ‘scfentists Have

brought forth a vast mas§ of datd|

showing that mutdal 4id has' algo
‘béen an imiportant factor- in- évos|
lution; and that, ironfeally- etrough;
this “thutusl: aid e Boey' oné of

the . ‘necessary - tactlis rof “Vieto#d | in

in theé struggle-for éxistence::

-1tific past;

@f t’he -breakup of\fhe Mlddle

,|'Ages, which ‘Chesterton professes

8o clownishly. to admire, thete has
been a ateady developpnent and
cmhzmg of. the customs and ideals
of mankind: edwcatlon, ethics, .and
social 1life have remarkably im-

1 proved: and Chesterton, if he-carsed

féot. the truth, esuld readily dis-
cover it, with vivid citations of
facts and figures, .in such a book
a8 Joseph McCabe's A C'e'ntury of
Stupéndons Prégress; but indeed,
if - Chesterton had the least - ve-
gpect for the truth and désire to
acknowledge it, he could find it
calling aloud to him on all sides:
since Darwinigm, and throughout
the modern gcientific and inveli-
gious périod, ‘the level of human
life ‘has ‘been’ n&ta‘bly and hope—
fully rajsed. 2

A due’ ambreclatlon of this
leading fact also disposes of Ches-
terton’s childish train. of pseudo-
reasonifg about the blighting and
futilitarian - aspects of modern
skepticism and rationalism. Dur-
ing- the past three decadés, dur-
ing which skepticism and ration-
alism have thrived with such
forcefulness and -significance that
they have been répeatedly identi-
fied as the most profound and
éharacteristic features of the
modern world,  the greatest con-
sttructlve -Jabors of imankind have
been witnessed. It has--been an
age of remarkable inventjons, of
tremendous increase in productive
power, of a growing dissemination
of the comforts. and- pleasures of
life (and of new means for the
enjoyment of life), of the most
humanizing spread of new and
saner ideals. of rational morality
and- social life, of solid and bril-
liant and wide-rdnging conquests
for culture, and of a greatly
strengthéned protest against the
insanities of war and exploita-
tion "and superstition which sur-
vive from those medieval times
which Chesterton :says that he
would ‘like to call back (but then
who can helieve what the man
says?) No :doubt he would like
to-see heretics (i. e., those who
disagree with him) punished—but
 he. would - quickly -sigh for the lost
comforts  of the - modern: --age,
which he enjoys more .sincerely
than the sickly, canting fancy of
la return to medlevagasm :

B b vr :

THE DISTINGTIVE,qmew achleve
ments of . this. modem age are
aplendid-and progesssive 4hd Ataly
on the side oﬁ hammm; its evily
ar¢ those inherited from the past;

fand smong those evils, “Which en

are - recognizing . more. and -more |

?’v“:; clearly that' 'we must-rid ‘ourselves!

of - ig. the attitude. .of rehgwus
“{faith,.

faith, the world; with steady and
widening. purpose, -intends to kick
religious faith - into the oblivion|
of the medleval chamber of hm-
rors.

‘Even' in thé various Lamps of
the - religionists, the most con-
‘spicuous effort ‘being made i3 to}b
throw away, item by item, the
load of religious doctrines which
has come down fromr the unscien-
and even these reli-
‘gionists — contradicting  Chester-
ton’s crude and heavy misrepre-
séntation "of the modern age—are
trying to see how little religious
they can be and still~indulge in
the “fading pretense of calling
themselves religious.

TWO main facts are of essen-
tial, celebrated, undeniable jmpor-
tance in the modern world. .The

1@:@; Ls that the majority. e£ hé

people are not religious, are turs:

“away frem ‘religion and - thé

The charge that the idea of the
struggle for existence lowered the
moral -toné o6f the race, that it des
graded the eustoms.and ideals of
"bitsiness or aby other ‘branch of’

-ftrue. It is notoricusly -another
one - &f GhestermnSfWeak and ab-

5 thi ; 38
uj‘eﬁcxencg af - m’é
dy Beging and Grows, afeaz?fus

AR

L ehu

'!Eiﬁ tﬁl’t Jt iB fdlétlmtlvel
lig

n‘c’h and are showing the great-
gsi, mtefest in a gkeptical, rafion-
alistic humamsm‘ The - second is
that among the minority who still
profess to believe, one way o¥
another, in religion the constantly
shar»pening and . advancing - ten-

ency . is to doubt and reject the
-variaus doctrines of religion-—so
ithat most.of the talk favordble to}
ligion comes. from these who are
attaekmg ‘peligion in detail while
) gentimelﬂ;ai]y and ela-

tewper of

madern civillzatién, i iRimense

= :3&  beyoud - dm't&. thrustisg it
. fmelf

upen cur obdefvatisn in evéry
filld of tife. This' vast amount
of. aeidencé is. igmed by Ches-

ten. - I owill * Wgree,  réadily

'mh, thit Chesterton doés 1ot
t¥uly

-dtidergtand ror sympathize
awith aodedn life; that hé is' a

P [mountebink t6 WHom the médieval
o aﬁm 88 @ litefdry Tihe. ‘of{

. dy goods Which hé éan ped{ﬁe
'with  paradéxicsl ﬁuﬂéé?ery, but
e i§ . : ehfmg‘h
weays #nd i the
© mddéry 1ife . Ao tetog-
irre-
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Far . from - vetatning -or|,
.| wanting -to  retgrn to religions

ST | Ths&:ev;denes of thﬂse tw Facts, h
O showiay: the irdligious

ous - and tHEt this irveligivus]

téndenc‘y wa.s never- strongeri than
it i8 today; and ‘therefore I say
that - Chesterton- has lied about

tituted -his :pen- to the purposes
of clerical cant-and humbug..
There is no return to religious
faith——there is no such return on
‘Chestertonjs own showing. What
we s¢e is merely that Chesterton
is  wallowing - in the
gutters. of medievalism, to which
he returned a long time ago. Let
him stay therse, The world is
going ahead;, and it can well af-
ford to leave Chesterton behind.
QUESTION FOR HOOVER
‘It has been dinned intd our.ears

that Herbert Hoover is a great
engineer and mathematical expert.

have some definite evidence of his
ability in this respect. - For ex-
ample, it would be interesting to
know exactly how many unem-
ployed workers are walking the
gtreets in America.

We have had a number of con-
flicting statements about this
problem. One day a certain poli-
tician gives us the number of two
million unemployed; the following
day another politician says there
are only one million and a half
unemployed; and then up bobs an-
other -politician with the state-
ment that there are three million
unemployed

Some months ago it was oﬁim-
‘ally announced from Washington
that two and a half million “was
the actual number of unemployed.
Then immediately one of Yhe long-
standing officials in-the census bu-
reau resigned his position and de-
clared that he could not be a party
to such falsification of statistics.
This official (Dr. Persons) said
that there were at least -eight
million ~workingmen in America
who were jobless. It may -be
added that official Washington
never explained this grave inci-
dent of misinformation.

What interests us at the pres-
ent time, however, is the reputa-
tion of Mr. Hoover as an “expert
on statistics and scientific infor-
mation. It looks very funny that
an éxpert should be so entirely un-
informative in a critical ' period.
With all of his babble about deal-

ling with the unerhployment situa-

tion, Herbie hasn’t even proved
‘that he knows what the situation
precisely is. He avoids .definite

th "kiigw" (or doesn’t ‘want the peo-
ple to know) how ‘veully bad- the
Jindustrial crisis is~and thus wet.
Jhave no oﬁicial, definite, ‘firial sta-
tistics.

Hoover has failed. completely.
\We suspect that “the Great En-|;
gineer” “doesn’t even know' (or{;
doesn’t cale) What 1t’s all about.

HOOVER WAKES—-BUT WHAT
DOES  HE SEE?

. After the election, which was a
resounding 1rebuke to him, Her-
\ert Hoover talked more loudly
than ever about what he was
going to do in the way of reliev-
ing the unemployment situation.
Even so, he repeated the old state-

ernment could do nothing—that
any action must be taken by the
states or by the cities. Hoover's
job (as he.saw it) was to tell
others to. do something if they
could. In fact, Hoover has made
a perfect confession. of futility.

Think again—what has Hoover
done? He has done nothing. Re-
céntly “the . newspapetrs have been
full of reports concerning. the ac:
tivities in ashington, 1t you
look .closely, you will pergeive that!
these publicized acthItI' imply no
real action. There is. nowhere
any suggestion that President
Hoover can or will remedy the un-
employed situation nor that hel

to stimulate trade in.this country
or with other countries. All along
hé has admitted that he could do
noﬂung
upon govérnors and mayors and
Chambers of Commerce for the
actiial work. What does he think
“|they ¢an or will do? . :

Herbert Hoover’'s own persoual,

not .béen expressed.

enlightening.
conviiced that the system of “eco-
tiondic individualism”

is. - helpless.

t e Whlte Heuse.

the worst menace is right here at
hoime—the menace -of - “sconomic
individualism” We néed to be
protected from. Hooverism xathet
than fyoky Bolshibvism, .

ERY

fhodern - life: and -that he has pros-|.

intellectual .

Very well-"but we should like to

statements: It i the unescapable|F
eonelusum ‘that ‘he.. doesn’t wsnt,

ment that the United States gov-

can or will do the slightest thing|-

He has called - publicly |

oijest opinion of the situation has |s e
Perhaps. this

{8 just as well, because we dom’t| .
think his opinion would be at ajl|
-He . is profoundly | s

is  correct|]
«-and copfronted, as he is, with;
the faxlure of this system, Hoover |
He is undoubtedly |}
t e\;vorst failure we ever had in

HoovER tells us that ‘we should |}
beware: of forexgn menaces. . But i'

JUDGE. LINDSEY RIGHT -
“Good taste” .is, an. maliious
ideal, often intérfering with What
is obviously, proper candor and
manliness. Thus we fitid The Na:
tion and The New Freeman offer-
ingr what we can only - characterlze
as a etupid rebuke to Judge Ben
B. Lindsey for his action-in the
Cathedral of St. John. the Divine
ih New Yeork City. Om readers
will recall that, after a most un-
principled and disgraceful tirade
of misrepregentation. by . Bishop
Manning against Judge Lindsey
ideas of companionate tarriage;
Lindsey arose  and quiéﬂy ‘de-
manded the right to sdy & few
words in true explanation of: his
ideas. At once he was get -upon.
and brutally maltreated by the
Christian congregation.

Every hbeml———every aan. and
wonan, indeed,” with a -real feel-
ing of fair play and deécency—
shouyld have denouriced " the son-
duct of Bishop Manhing and His
Christian mob and should have
been fully on the side of Judge
Lindsey. Yet The Nation ﬁnd
The New Freeman complainéd that
Lindsey had - acted unbecomﬁigly,
that he had violated ‘good: -tuste,
and - that he had hurt: his - cause
And’ all that Lindgey did w 0
ask for the right to speak’ in"his
own defense. He made this’ re-
quest at the propér trme nmd
place: namely, in :
before the” congregatmn Whére the
attack had been. made upon Hm
and 1mmed1ately after that attatk.

It is clear, too, that even: though
Judge Lindsey was given no- p-
portunity to -speak, .the violént
treatment he received at the haids
of the Christian mob was in ts
way perhaps even a more effective
reply than Judge Lindsey himpdlf
could have made, showing dra—
matically as it did how unfair ﬁnd
imean and intolerant a Christian
mob can be. The violence which
followed his tirade also piaced in
damning relief the spirit of ¥icibus
fanaticism which animated Bishop
Manning.

Out of the whole dlsgraceful
1nc1dent Judge Lmdsey is the one
man who emerges = with _elgar
credit as an honest and gentle—
manly person; also:.as a. gentle-
man who has the. courage o de-
fend his ideas and to insist upon
the truth openly and 1mmed1ately

.The h#gaboo of “good .taste”
has’ led TheﬂNatzon and The New

'the Cathédrsi of St
Bwine m f&j

Ray "Call, P setor of ‘this

thé
church, devoted his sépnith fo-a
criticiém of Joseph Whelés® tiew

book, Fdrger,; ih. Christianity.  Mr:
Wheless was in the audiencs and
at the conclusion of his sermon,
Mr. Call invited Mr. Wheléss to
say a few words in reply. It was
all very civilized, very good-tem-
pered, very much in the style of
what we recognize as teal (dis-
tinguished from conventional)
good taste. It eniphasizes the
point that those guilty of show-
ing bad taste in the St. John
Cathedral were Bishop Manning
and his congregation-—not Judge
Lindsey, whose behaviér was en-
tirély correct and candxd and coul-
ageous.
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- love, are equally capable. »

work upotr a -
-Pdatrew Tove, - Mamy af e;‘yis@dé
h& Anédﬁiompﬁy—it i oW
; it 1 th famm:@ and

yord, its Tiesh-airy clednnéss.’
- ‘The book was evidefitly .written

it a holiday spifrit. Tt flows along'
—sgpmetimes it puris—-—hke & biook |

that:-is ¢érystal clear in the sun-
light.. There .is not. a trave of
pervgrmty in it. . ;There is.no of-

re,.but. rather exaltatmn, in jts |
'“'Thﬁre is- something\ radlr

, med to retain the. finer
qna.htms of -both Christianity and

‘Paganism and . to cast off the

coarser elementp of each.

Somehw as$ I read it—and I
read it at.a single sitting—I
thought of the classical romances
of Voltaire—Candide, Zadig, and
their . literary  companions. I
thought, too, strangely enough, of
Montesquieu’s  Persian  Letters.
And of such glimpses into the
future as William Morris’ News
from_ Nowhere. What the old
Utoplans tried to do for ethics
and economncs, Harrig here tries
Qo a8 for love, which is even more
;mpnrtzant

The narrative is snﬂpie ang is
tblﬂ in an easy, fluent style.” The
.tor, Phil Meredith,
survwor of a ship that’is
wreécked: mystermusly off the coast
of this 'Is}e of the' vBl&st The

it ot ﬁ’ﬂ tlie appmach to thexr
caathgirt sandtudry., Meredith' i
siye “for life by the:compabsion
of Alira, the daughtér of Saavedra.

greit men © of - this" “Utopia and
teacties Phil much' about their ad-
vaneed civilization.  Of couise,
Phil- has a ¥ival, - He and Aura
are forced to escape to England,
wh re they live as happily ever
: 8- any pi‘lnce arid princess
of .4 Fairy tale.

- Intérspersed in ‘the talé are a
number -of ‘manuscripts by Saave-
dra.: There is a fine version, for
éXampIé 0f the Iast days of Jesus
énd of his-iesurrection. There are
gharp -little. parableg—=a form that
_I,{.axrig, it would. seem, desires to
revive. . And,. finally, there are
love passages and love letters of

By Fiank Hapris The |tele 188
rgas, ioﬁ Fifth . Ave., Bense o
by .Lm;zteii e&”mbn

piskion bo fe atid outspoken. |
Y@f the domlnant qualty of Pun-
topig is, in every . ‘génse of thev

¢ ’ﬁx’ 3 m xhg hﬁem'y world

tic, youthrul. .*. . Inlfig
has written gomé two thewsind}

is the,

- ofé of the

here, pérhaph
all the Haf'l‘fs.ltés ;

by the way,. W1th the tmtg éhﬁm
'by this - press. S
. S . & .
OFF THE BEATEN PRTH
Birn wnd Sweh. By Jack Wood

Panmge Press, 100 Fifth. Av&z,
New York City. 25.

Evengelical Cockrouch. By Jack
Woodford. Louis Oarrier.
Yb"k Montreal, Londen. $2.50.°

Mr Wcmdford whose Aame i

stories, and what is foreé, he hab

in - the worst of our mgazines

He makes no pretense at bemg
orthodox; he is not even “nice”;
often he carties a c¢hip oen his
shoulder, and his dealmgs with
editors have not mspued him
with excessive veneration for the
tribe. His preface to the inele-
gantly titled book, Ewngelzcal
Cockroach, makes this clear, as
does such a story as “The Fourth
Estate.” ‘
Sin and Such is i sardonic
study of one mdle and the many
females who alighted like. flies

cymcal tréatment There is_noth-
ing noble in the life of Arnold|
Godchayx, nor is there_ anythms‘

1moi*e than ii‘bﬂm acéidént in ﬁiﬁ

|death. He 18 ‘s creatire’ alinoat
‘| purely biological, for. all the ins
trospection Wlth whlch he amuseé
Rimself. . o

~ Life for . Arnold is pne . woma'
after another, and all the wqméx
He meets are after hir. Ev
Victorian aunt, profiting. by her
gelf-deceived mission as th :
of his soul, makes love to him nn—
succegsfully

The. milieu of the tale is con=
‘temporary Chleago The . city, .it
‘would appear, has wonien as de-

‘| tertained as any gunman of the

rackeét, only that instead of . boozé
=which comes in handy as -an
accea,sory——they seek sex. One

made a man of Arnold: Each was
cursed with a destructive pnde
and Arnold especially was too ar:
rogant to surrénder to a. leve
that might haVe rédé‘emed the’m

ff;j‘xtraordmafy

- We have.only a few copies of

wzll ‘never .be repeated Rush your order today while we stxll have | "
ainders. in stock. . Only a small quantity of this circular. is:
printed owing to the fact that our stock is so low. Look over:
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: 'capable of rising to the repun-

¥ clatlon &b the cose of il ghest thmg‘ dxﬂerent ‘try this new nam&

Hardly a c]ou(} sails. a:cross tiua o

teristie of all the tméﬂ:s W%ﬁﬂ*
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ford. Privately printed by The|, SUMETI

Weéw|

had thet printed in the Test and | WA g

upon his honeyed personality: The| ..
plot is not so important as the b

ioy 1 simple dialogue..

woman alone, Alice, might have|

< | Boietlithy duove than & ﬁmi"se

@bc | 41 ‘these Plays ‘Ihbéréstmﬁ Théy
.. .44c |Should dpieal “especially to drama:
.-85¢ | groups. who aré on thé loskout

744 for- nonscommercidl plays afford:

| inl: spope for  expéfitient in aet-
ing and inproduction.

............................. 958} ;
Was $225, ﬁw .--o...aowoauu gg

3 ; Wooﬂf&d’s short tales are

1ty

 racket, :
|y saying it maw fiot be- avt b&t
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‘Sattiuel French New Yo, - $2
Réudside. By Linn Riggs. Sdms
iiél Frefich. New York. $2.
K‘%ives From Syrla Same. (Pw

. Ax sb&n a8 he couId he
abandorjéd ‘his' native heath, but
in a séfise it has fivér dbandoned
him. 1t haurts him. Eveéry one
of his plays, it Wwotild séém, 18 an
attempt to éxorcisé the indwell-
ing demon of Oklahotna.

‘During thesé two years. Riggs
Has been making slow progréss
toward a position among our mote

gignificant playwrights. Indeed,
'with his Green Grow the Lilacs
(ot yet published) heé has

achieved thé distinction. of per-;
farma‘ e by the Theéater Guild. -

: wntes largely in the

lect.. He is attracted:

by one, ¢hiet theme——d;he institie-1

ti);‘e “effort,  often  clumsily  exe

pressed of the young Oklahoman

to- aéhleve releaked fromi thé numb-

in“the hinterlands. The unchang-
fr&ctﬁne Wksv updn fhese e}ul-

s o m&pﬁ

Vety +
bafore he himself Jeft. Okl éfna

tv,'e folk speech of
is, apd had treasired up. in
mory.  their folk ways. His
Plays  are répositéries of Oklae
homa - idiom; Oklahoma #olg and
the poetry benesth the prose of
this monotone of . hving. As  epi-
graph for his writings oné might
the title of O’'Neill's play,
Beéjjond the Horizsi. Riges sug-
 gésts, too, something of ©O'Neill’s
blend of realism ‘and poetry,
though he lacks the Irishman’s|

; rugged p(mel

Hé is as yet not a finished tech-
nicid#; the songs that he is fond

lof. writmg into- his’ plays halt the

action, even if, in compensation,
they present a faithful picture of,
a little kiiown region. ng'gs
might profit &y the lésson of
{O'Neill's The Fountain, which,
if production, was fuined by too
operitic Titerpblations,

The youhg mun; howevef
0¥ ouY thedter. “Of weps réalim
€ havé a plénty. Whit we néed,

R gt ‘what life itself needs today,

just that union of poetry and

| reality for which Riggs, tiot e
[buccessfully, 18 striving.-

Lovers of the draia’ will faa

. N :
R m nxcﬁswm s:nmé

However, 1f you want somés} .

ﬁﬁé@ﬁnﬁ& erbwd: of Avé thodsadd men

eming otper
supply of steel.
s Fvertisemient to the newspaperd agking all the stesl companies to draw

ihg, sterilizing monotony of lifel

L {}?i‘ure éf ‘ur
i3 Anarcky

ey g fo j-.‘ HALDEMAN-wuus

i‘he fathir ilﬁy I was i St Lotis and I saw in the morning:
papers an ffiVertisement for “Help Wantéd » “There was a factory
ﬂ ¥ edgs 5f ‘the' eity that required an additional force of fifty
savenit - 6" that fﬁm and

observed what I shall call our

e iﬁﬁﬁsﬂi&f faychy in ‘opedationn This Happened, mind you, under
g&oviﬁsm
F it bl

S giviag you & picture of an 1mporfant even% under
of “the Geent Engivesr.”
t*tﬁe hites of -the factory in Sto Imus thére was a turbulent
This alone demonstrated the
ife: ocubbitUsiions BT the ecomomic problem. One small advertige:
i - m ﬁnﬁﬁ t6 ‘bi‘fng @\t a ol of five thousand to fill jobs which,
Hie - $EaElf plainly” stated; were well supplied by ﬁfty
l neéd:

men. ardly 68y that it'was a ragged; pathetic crowd: Every

"t tone. 6f thosdAve thoudand men needed work badly. - All were peof
f aﬁﬂ &ngm’_

Mﬁm‘iﬁy; t@m ail were industrious; because lazy men

. . 'rmed sfmy.
" T havs edfled ‘Ehis By the name of industrial anamhy; Is it anY-
‘Let ub Sdppese that this very same factory needed a
Just imagine that thig factory would send an ad-

P i froiit of the fuctory at eight o’clotk in the morning and display
their gamples of stéel. Then the superinterident of the factory would

jstep out and 166k ever the hundred or more truckloads of steel and

seléot, Wwe ‘whl sdy, twé tiuckloads out 6f the hudred.
W‘ou!éﬁ't ‘that be silly? You know very well that ne factory in

# | Amesita wonld bé puilty 6f such a foolish policy. Yet in dealing |

mm e TRt vital - f4etée of ihdustrys=in dealing with the human
00 G ‘&éﬁiﬁéiy sueh haphazard methodd are used. No factory #u-

wltl- think of ofdeéring steel o any dther ihorganic

‘Gl:

nwmu&ey 1A the 'way I haye desoribed; but-this is the way that
s [ huttin Jibor V6" ordersd; ‘without the least regard for economic effi
|ciency and’ for- the eomfort or common self-respect of the workers.

1f that is tiet iiddbtiial anarchy, what would you call it? This
custom exhxblts an extraordinary indifference to the welfare of the
1aboring class.” 1 am moved to call it extraordinary, yet it is the
ordmary way in which labor is employed; insanity here is the rule
rather than the extreme’ excéption. And you know that such a policy,
if apphed to every transactlon of a factory, would lead to tinancial
lumSuch is Ameiican industry under the blessed soveielgnty‘ of
Hooverism. - A system? - No—an insane lack of system. And ‘the
Great Engineer” does nothing, 'but merely looks at this crazy spec-
tacle and calls it good. - Evidently his idea of engineering is that of
running ‘us mto a perpetual wreck. Hoovenbm means industrial an-

arehy.

i

lar séries hz'Ve charged for thelr
fitles. ~Beatof all;, howevéf, the
monographs thémgelves are wiit-
ten cleédrly, "with® ‘authority, and
condénsé skilfully the latest infor-
mation tpon ‘théir respeétive sub-
Jects - reéomménd thetn - hxghly
B S 2E T

FIRE AND: ICE - |
S A Bmzra hy by Car
ugoren New_Ygrk‘ The V;k-

Hn‘ove,‘r .B-etr.ayed
American Farmers
_Herbert HoovéF wds born o1 a
farm in Iowd. His natufal roots]
g6 down into the sbil. -But if any:
thing i8 cléaF in his past dnd pres:
ent racord,. 11;1 is How  cotirpletely
he has sévergfl 'those roote and

now far his “point of view and
. | feelings are from the dm: far

O | mer's.

Worla War, he

harﬂﬁi, y‘ﬁs, and Jeb us edriy that
“¥oi_ sy that you reduced the
prxce of flour 53 below the prekus
yei; 6. four. - vu say that?
¥, ,Hbdper
the prlce ex1stmg‘ when we entered
upon that stabilization.
The C‘h.qzrman. Ah, exactly. When
you coie to say that you réduced
tié price of flour, you tike theé Kigh-
gsb price that flour had rYeached as
your basis; bul when yon say you
advanced t iie pricd of ~wheat to' the
Farmer, you ao riot take the highest
pricg ‘of wheat; But you tdke his
dverage for the year.

¥t

‘And ‘Setiater Rerd went on o

point ouit tersely that wheéat and
flouf had Both sold very cheaply
for a while during the same

‘thonths and that then ‘whéat had
‘takén a'sudden beom in the mar-

ket with the result that flour fel-
lowed. Byt that while the price

of wheat at $2 a bughel was higher.

on the average, than it had been
the year before, it was very “naeh
lower than the high point, and
that,-on the other hand while the
price of flour was lower than the
high point ¢ was very much
higher thaw the average of the
year before,

Of course, many a young far-
mer Yeading this will think,
wish I were sure of $2 a bushel
for my wheat today!” But that
is not the point. Reed let Hoovér |,

‘have it straight from the shoulder:|;

“Thée savings of the Afaer:can

gonsumer ought ndt and sheuld not |y
;be made by & sserifice on the ‘part|:

of the producer. ‘They should be

Imade by the exclusion of spécu-

lative profits from the. handimg‘
of our foodstuffs.”

And right here, We répeat, you,
have #fot only the crux of the
mattef but 4 revelation of Hod-
ver’s whole attitude. For he did
exactly this: permitted Big Busi-
ness to make specu}anve profity
from the handling of 6 - food
stuff, but effected the savings of
the American consumer by a sac-
rifice on the part of the farmers.

To expect a man with Hoover’s
boyheed training in thé Oregen
land speculation and yeung tnax-
hood spent in dubious mining
transactions
feelings, the - motivations and the'

problems of the man Wwho earns|e

his bread by manual labor is to
expect the impossible. Yet most
of the farmers who voted for. hiti
did expect just this.. They ex-
pected it because they thought of
hﬁn as a man who, hke t’ﬁeiﬁ-

...........

tee dolfars below’

uI,_

to understand the i

selves; Had faced 'wmd':;‘and
he worked at ‘his® “ndtisized” g
of engmeetmg They wsuallzed
hitn! building - great - dams - and
wrestling  with physical problems
&f minihg. They saw him wading.
through snows and en@uring hird-
ships-—as farmeérs thémselvés ~do
in the eold winter. . He: caught
hold of the farters’ imagination
“«gud #i6t only of -the farmiers

imagination, but the = Ameﬂéén‘

public’s. ‘After the Haty méﬁ{

‘Whost' werk - had been eéatirdy.in

offieés, it was gratifyihg 16 thidk

'we were to have at the head of

the nation a-than who undérs‘t%d
life in the opeti; that ms?bead ot'a
lawyer,” newspaper “mar, of PFo-
fessional - politician;  weé ‘weié to
have an engmeer. - He wald 'f‘be
different.. ,

But we know’ now that Hoover
iy #0 more sympathetxc to the
farmér’s real proh}éms than the
knid of stock ‘with wlnch he
amassed his fortune ig like the
slick Ho)steins .and fat Poland
Chinas through whxch,--aby milk
stream and on hoof———the wise :t‘ar-
mer markets hlS c,rop,.

WE cAN Now undar
was that. Hérbert Hoaver wmade
promises 48 4 candidate for Presi-

ferit wmch he did not and could‘
E Pr;std .- We knos

it was jmpogsible him
and w‘l‘nch 1) axd hot i

to
ke&fy He maﬁe his. mi xang by

tem:"

N p . 4
mming ofpaniés wh:.ch “folﬂea
theit ténts like the Arab$ and as
siléntly stole aﬁvay »oo

gion? Not quité: the trath séé"”s
to be that some people progress
and some people don't-—and to the
people who don’t, Drogress seems‘
aﬁ 1lluswn .

L

IF CAPTAIN Klﬁn Were ahve to-
day, he would agree pérfectly wit!
the kind of “écoriomic individua
isth” which 1s ﬂlustrated fby the

"THE RACE is to 'rbhe swiftest »
=Herbett Hodver. He shoiild have
Baid that the race 14 'to the trxck-
iest. .At least that’ s the way' \Her-
hxe won hw race

Riggs seems to havé a 11'1;" for |V
1 X@a?s»

bshind ke had given attentive- eut i

e record: howeress:

ki3 on i:t&e' kub;y t
‘wonld Write a book that;
to scholars;’ p!’ézsems a fascmab

acter. It Was not to be f01eseen
that the he&d of the Lsterary
Ghild would so distil his material
a8 to leave & book that is a model
'of eonciseness. In fact, ~thxs is
one of the few books of which it
may be truthfully said that it is
too short rather than too long.
Van Déren lacks fortunately the
niére pruriénee of most contem-
‘poraty biographers He is not in:
terested in “dirt.” He seeks first
of all 1llum1ndt10n and elucidation
lof character. Some of his para-
‘graphs are like a bright light
thrown through the darkness upon,
‘the brilliant Colors of a canvas.
His very first page, indeed,
sounds like the trumpet theme of
& heroi¢ gymphony. Without any
céremonious bowing - he launches
at once into his subject with one
of the ﬁnest opeting  paragraphs
I have ever pead. Listen to.it—
and. § mean Jugt that, far it, should
|be read.alouds, . 3
“Jonathar Swift aithed ad man|
kind . the o4t . venombus arrow
that scorn hay ever yet 16t Ivose.
Mankind, - ‘bland - abstraction,
caght - hid arruw,,laughed, at it,
1and turhed it .over to children to
play - with.  Children, inoculsted
‘with Gulliver's Travels at an ‘age
when it eannot harm -them, are
thereafter innocently immune. If
they hear of ‘Swift they recollect’
their  toy, , unaWaré that it wis
intended t0- be deadly or that it
i stall Jost. little of its furidus
Mankiﬂd, By & stréke so
that.xt myst have been. in-
: 'hn;t% itgelf..

protegted:.

and it bims,
toiy of fire it a lnguage of jee.”

in %he 6pm
'all};l be*heves?

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

fqrr éwémy '

sh@w, ‘tha ’s.stm‘y' .

| wheat.

Dm"ing the
aaked the gnillers of the countiy
1ot to phy. -more than the govéris|
ment’s price for thél¥ puichases,
he .asked the boapds of trade to
cease trading in wheit #ltogéther,
he appointed mén &t the different
grain exchanges to see that wheat
was bought there only at the gov:
ernment price. It was all right
for the Sugar Trust to charge any-
thing they. eould squeeze out of
the American publi¢, but the far-
mers, like the boys at the. front,
were to be purely and nobly pat1 i-
otic. They did not, like the men
of the Sugar Trust, speak Hoover’s
language. Accusations  that he
was discriminating against the
farmers—holding down the profits
of this one class only—brought
from him the 1ep]y “We have
stabilized .the price of wheat.” To
which Senator James A. Reed, act-
ing as chairman of the Senate
sub-gommittee before which Hoo-
vér was appearing, retorted:

The Chmrmcm Yes; stabilized. it;
and that is to say that by stasblhza-
tion you mean fixihg, is it not?

- My, Hoover. He ean in-his local

markets obtain more op léss.

The Chatrman. Oh; more in the
loeal market. Mr. Hoover, you are
too smidrt & man, and as weak as
‘I am, I hope ysu will not pay 'me
the poor compliment.of saying that
you could for a moment cenvince
mé o6r dnyoné elsé that the local
markét that is léft to the farmer
leavés him a price that améunts to
anything after you have tdken away
the great. markets for his wheat—
that is to- say, the market of the
grain fherchant, the market of the
board of trade, #nhd the market of
the miller,

‘M¥, Héovér. 1 do not W1sh to
quﬁ)'b]e with thé position. agrec
with yéu; the pricé of’ wheat has
-been - stabﬂimd‘ ‘There is practics
ally a limit to what the farmer can
get for his wheat. :

Hoover's own justification for

| his treatment of the farmers was|E yo copies, for which I am ehclosthg $...... ...

. copies of The Joseph McCabe
* Special Edition to the enclosed names and addresses, mlmmum

-order 80 copies, for which I. am ercloging $....:. ..
pays for the papérd and the mailing at the rate ‘of-2 B copy.

I am enclosing $........., which is to pay

But listen to this:

Tha Ohamwn. We
upon that.
pow that by this §

above

révious harvest 'by the ﬁgure

ave given,

LLC

A Great Confhct of lde‘jamsﬂ '»

T heistic Propugmda Will Be Vtgvﬂuﬂy Attddted in The Joseph
MeCabe Special Edition =

Thels;t;c propagandigts ¥écently have beén aking: anothéer big
display, relying upon the mysticism of 4 few sefentists and, of course,
ﬁndmg the columns of thé consérvative Hajority préss thréwn open
to them gladly. The case for theistn is as wedk as ever it was--but
its defenders have the advantage of réadily dbtaiiiing a wider heéaritig
through the press. The New York Tties, for example, printed a
mendacious and absurd attack upon rationalism by Gilbért K. Ches-
terton. But it would net think of publishing an aiticle on Béhalf of
rationalism==an article fully analyzing +éligion and fully réporting
the viewpoint of . modern science—by the world’s greatest scholar,
Joseph McCabe.

It remains for The bleeman to meét this pmpaganda. for theism
and to keep steadily before the publi¢ the true position of religion
and rationalism and modern science. The Freeman meets these chal-
lenges eagerly. It is inspired by the importance of -this intellectual
conflict. And we are fortunate in having with us in this conflict such
a great thinker and er'cyclopedlc surveyor of knowledge as Joseph
McCabe. In view of the recent debates on theism (which you have
been reading in The Freeman) we feel that the time is opportunec
for a Joseph McCabe Special Edition of The Freeman. We are pre-
paring to issue this Special Edition on February 7T--and we urge
our readers to cooperate earnestly in making this Special Edition a
success in its circulation. With such widespread misrepresentation
of religion and science (coming from only a small group of vocifer-
ous pmpagandwm ‘but spread broadeast by a conventional, powerful
-press), it is impeitant that additional thousands of Areiicang shéuld
be. reached by The Freeman's messages of rationalismy. . Thers i§ o
better method of conveying the messages of patidnalisth -to- thé people
than by cirtulating far and wide the Joseph MéCabe -8Becial -Edition
of The Freeman, which will be a livély guimary of the idess of
McCabe on religion, seience, hibtory, philosophy, mordls and all the
questions which ebter vitally ifito the theistic debate. Hélp. circulate
McCabe’s clear, strong, schélarly, debunking ideas by making a huge
success of the Joseph McCabe Special Edition. USe the tHfée methods

‘A limit for the farmers; no|H
1limit for the Sugar Trust! R

that they had agreed to the price, 5
~-iand that it was from 45 cents to|E

1165: cents a bushel more than théy|R
.| had évér received before for their |
Furthermore that by so|b
doing h§ had reduced the price|B
of flour to the consumer by $3 a :
.b&rrél

might enter |
0 you mean to tell us|@
xation of price|d
;ybu raiséd the price to the farmer|§
what hé was getting before| R
you fixed the price? 3
1. Mp. Hooéver. We raised the price!§ °
sbove - what he really got for hi; s

which are explained in the ordér

OB G R R R A O

McCabe Special Editien.

R Method No. 1.
S Joseph McCabe Spécial Bdition,

Method No. 2. Send

.....

-Method No. 3.
for your malhng copies of The

........................

“The Chairman. ~For “his nrevious | Sus

ORDER BLANK FOR McCABE SPECIAL EDITION
(Feb. %, 1981) '
The American Freeinan, Girard, Kansas

Yes, I am in favor of anmswering the religionists' by a
strong circulation of Jogeph MceCabe's ideas through the Joseph
T am using the wethod marked below.
Serid mé a bundle of

to good names in your possession, minimum order 50 comes,
said cupxes -‘being pald for at the rate of Jc¢ a copy

blank below.
33 er e 'mmmmm

.......

-copies of The
at 2¢ pér colhy, mmlmum order

, which

Joseph McCabe Special Edition

.......

...................
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EnglishComm:ssmn Proposes
“Abolition of Death Penalty

< It is- good .news - bhat the death)terrible penalty

e

penalty may be abolished in Eng-|Holland, for example, there is no
land. There is a serious prospect capital punishment and there is at
of its. abolition in the recently | the same time no extraordinary

~»pdbl,ished report of the Select murder rate.

Committee on Capital Punishment,
recommending to Parliament that
the death penalty. be set aside
for .a :period -of . five - years. At
the . conclugion of the five-year
period, the . question would be
again considered in the light of
this- intelligent, . practical experi-
ment' (A - : : .
Although  conservative members

of “the ‘committee removed them-|,

selves from its deliberations, dis-
approving. . of -what they  thought
a radical proposal, the labor and
l#beral mawrlty ‘have submitted a
report which. is said to be.very

extensive and to be grounded in;:
a most -careful scrutiny of the’

whole problem. Twenty-seven sit-
tings were held by the committee
and forty-four witnesses were
heard, including legal and peno-
logical .experts from America and
other' countries. ‘The committee
say:. “Our prolonged examina-
tion “of *the situation in’ fo'reign
countries "has increasingly 'con-
firmed 'us “in the assurance that
capital ' pumshment may be abol-
ished in this country without en-
dangering life or. property.”

- And that is really the issue.
Capital punishment is not an im-
mutable moral law, representing
the only right attitude which can
be taken toward the crime of
murder. It can Dbe justified only
43 a -preventive, not as a punitive,
measure; and a great deal of evi-
dence-—sgufficient to convince this
English investigating committee—
has been amassed to show that
this extreme method of dealing
with the murder. problem (which
is .a social and not an individual
problem) does not reduce the haz-
ards of the taking of life. On
humanitarian consxderatlons, the
death penalty is revolting. Few,
even among those who. defend it
as ‘a necessity, profess to regard
it. as -ideal. Even. these defenders
feel that they must apologlze for

this’ severe, bar‘barLc form -of pun-|.

1s‘hment

The death penalty is of course,
as.- a-matter--of -historical- fact;a
survival . of . ba,nparm ‘times. It
was_ a-few -hundred: yéa ). ap-
phed 'to a long list. f»'oifenders'
but it has: been steadily rstricted
din- its’ use; it is rarely resorted

to nowadays, in peace time, except,

‘in :murder cases; and:some- coun-
tries ‘and a number of . American

stgt& do not ,permit ca:pxtal pun-|

i hment even for . the crime of
murder. . In studying the situa-
ﬁ)m.; the English committee
reached - the ‘eonclugion that in
;ountrxes or .states where capital
pnmshment is mot applied the
murder rate is not higher than
in"communities which impose this

|

Expressing its hope
that the committee’s report will
result in the passing of a bill to
abolish the death sentence, ' The
Manchester (England) Guardian
remarks: “If we find at the end
of five years that we dare not
abolish the death sentence we shall
have to confess to 'bemg less civ-
ilized than countrles liké Holland
and Denmark.

The main proposal éf the Eng-
lish committee is made in a scien-
tific, as well as & humane, spirit.
A five-year experiment will sup-
ply far better materials for reach-
ing a final decision than can be
afforded by .any amount of mere
argument. If during those five
years the murder problem is not
seriously worsened—if, in other
words, it is demonstrated that
England can protect the lives of
its citizens as well without capi-
tal punishment as with it—then
only an appallingly narrow and
bitter mental attitude would urge
the restoration of this penalty.

We strongly haope that, as seems
probable, England will  make this
humane experiment. It is also a
scientific experiment, for we have
learned a great deal about the
medical and social aspects of crime
since the death penalty was, in a
darker age, applied with little
question to many crimes besides
murder. Science and humanism
work together for a more enlight-
ened, a more farseeing and a more
remedial attitude toward crime, as
toward all other problems.

The English committee also
states that prison réform is badly
needed and that it must follow—
and, it is hoped, be stimulated—
by the abolition of the death sen-
tence. We need to drop altogether
the old idea of punishment and
study the conditions of crime—
not merely individual instances,
but social causes and consequences
—with a modern view ‘to preven-
tion. .

It is worthy of note, nnally, that
whereas defenders of capital pun-
iSrment have been in the habit
-of -citing “England and its re]a-
txvely
‘argument - for the death sentence,
the . ‘Englishmen ‘composing this
special committee of Parliament|
are convinced that England’s low
murder rate has not been due to
its retention of a 'barbanc penalty

serious . reflection upon the state
of civilization in England. The
proposal’ to abolish the “life for
a life” law is made in a desire
‘to e more civilized.

MoTTO of a perfectly good con-
gcience: “Whatever I do is
right.”

What Can a Free Man Believe?
A Realistic Philosophy of Life Is Given in This Latest Book by
i Haldeman-Julius—A Big Book. for Only $§1

, There ‘is no. tone of regret in disill
sutmentally stressed by some writers—in t
minded . discussion by E. Haldeman-Julius.

ionment—a tone that is
is latest volume of free-
The picture of our age

a8 loet and hopeless and empty-handed because it has found out the
Mmfacbory character of the old “certainties” of religion and mor-

o vl

does. not ‘apply -to -persons who have really emancipated 'their

minds: snd ‘who ‘haveithe mental courage that goes with free thought

xshown ‘by: Mr. Haldeman-Julius in these daring and withal

wholmme chapters on rehgxon, morals, phllosophy, socxal 1deals and

man’s attitude toward nature.

. The old ®certainties”? They were ‘the" old uncertamtxes Bays
Mr. Haldeman-Julius; they represented shifting ground; upon them
‘could 'be; raised mno: énduring foundation of intellectual and realistic
life. .. Se;ence and: rstlona.hsm have destroyed the old faith in the old
mmalled “eertamties” for anyone who has the mental quickening

of .a critical attitude.

There is only one course for the man or

woman who begins to think and that is the course of simple, per-
sistent, unafraid reahsm What is there to be afraid of? We can’t
change life by foolish ‘dogmas and sentimentalities of faith. Man
can make the best.of his life only by facing life with a clear mind
Q)\'d with a resolution to see and deal with things as they are. False
philosophies and theologxes are. not coneolatxons for men-—they are

traps for men ‘and women.

Thm latest ‘book by’ E Haldeman-.luhus covers a lot of terri-

tory.

“Among. other very. interesting features, it discusses carefully

and sanely the true approach to ideas, the nature and the purposes
of thought the values that are involved in the observation of life

and in reﬂectlon about life.  Free thinkers will enjoy this book and
all readers will ﬁnd it intellectually stxmulatlng and clarifying.
is a big book of 177 pages, 5% by 8% inches in size, bound m stiff

card cavers, and pnced at only $1

OM)ER BLANK FOR “WIMT CAN A FREE MAN BELIEVE " :
¥ Hnldeman-J ulius . Publications, Girard, Kansas

© 1 am enclosing $1, for" which send ‘me, postpaid, a copy
of - Wlwt Ctm @ F'rse Man Beheve9 by E. Haldeman-Juhue

i i —
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This
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‘L& “brave fighter.

In Denmalk and

Jow murder” ‘rate ' as' anm.

,]n»g

150 if invited.

A BRAVE thmker is: better than
He
indeed, the finest kind of fighting
—intellectual ~ struggle
and sincere for the values of pro-
gressive culture. -

TRUTH deserves expression in
the most forcible language. Why
be ‘“nice” and strive for a pale
decorum when a,ttackmg fraudu-
lent ideas, schemes and' practlces
that enslave mankmd"

NEWSPAPERS print on the same
page statements that prosperity is
returning and statements that in-
creased efforts -are about to be
made for taking care of the mil-
lions who suffer from lack of
proepe’rity. “Consistent? Ask us
again,

Hoover Remembers
Harding---At Last!

Piquancy is in the news that
President Hoover has at last con-
sented to dedicate the Harding
memorial in Marion, Ohio. We
might even derive a little satis-
faction of a sardonic kind from
the announcement, inasmuch as
we have persistently called atten-
tion in The Freeman and The
Debunker to the - inconsistency,
cowardice and hypocrisy involved
in the President’s refusal to as-
sist in honoring his onetime chief.

We realized, to be sure, the
dilemmma in which Herbie found
himself. He was embarrassed if
he did and embarrassed if he
didn’t. An address of dedication
at the Harding memorial must
be a trick of skating on pretty
thin ice: for must not Hoover be
very vreticent and evasive about
the very portion, the climactic por-
tion, of Harding’s career which
was conspicuous and important?
On the other hand, not to make
the address of dedication was
equivalent to an admission that
Hoover wished to dismiss Hard-
ing’s memory without so much as
a statement about Harding one
way or another.

We said in The Freeman and
The Debunker that Hoover should
step up, even though awkwardly,
and do his best at dedicating the
memorial. or issue_ a satisfactory
statement to the ‘Afmerican people
telling why he refused the role
which . custom -thrusts .upon. him
as a conventional obligation. Of
coure’ we were’ not . S0 much ‘cons
cerned whether the memorial was
ever dedicated or not.  Qur con-
cern. was simply with the 'weak
and dishonest attitude of Hoover

lin the matter.
but that this penalty has been al|

Normally, Hoover would- have
dedicated the memorial soon after
taking office. ‘It would have been
a grand opportunity to show off.
There would have been a splash-
ing ceremony and a eulogy of
Harding which would have been
excellent advertising for Hoover.
Those same econsiderations would
normally have applied to Coolidge,
who likewise refused to dedicate
the memorial whl‘le he was Presi-
dent.

For both Coohdge and Hoover
thus significantly to have refused
their  traditional responsibility
(that a memorial to a dead Presi-
dent must be dedicated by a liv-
ing President) indicates that the
memory of Harding was bad medi-
cine. But mneither Coolidge nor

Hoover had'said a word to inti-|
mate that they felt the least criti-|
cism of . ‘Harding and his adminis-|

tration. . One. guess. was enough
as to why they dodged the role.
~| That was no secret to anyone who
knew the facts of the Harding
administration—in  which  both

Coolidge and Hoover were asso-

ciates. . They didn’t want to men-
tion the oil scandal nor the Nan
Erltton affair nor little Elizabeth

nn, the President’s illegitimate
daughter; they didn’t want to con-
demn Harding and they didn’t
want to eulogize him; they ‘wanted

to do what is always cowardly]

for a public man to do, namely,

‘Jignore a situation vital to their

records. Now it seems that Hoo-
ver - has ‘been - persuaded that it
will be the lesser of two evils for
him to dedicate the memorial and
have it over with; that the criti-
cism of his refusal would prove
in the long run more embanass-

Charactenstlcally of Hoover the
first. announcement that he would

dedicate the memorial was made
in

dishonest terms.: He was
quoted as saying that he Would do
Yet Hoover knew,
better than: anyone else, that he
had " not only "been invited but
that insistent requests had been
made .by the Harding memorial

association that he should dedi-]

cate the $800,000 memorial. The|

8 secretary of, the Hazdmg memo-

rial association tssued a statement!

illustrates,

daring |

good Presidents?

in whxch he- satd that Hoover had] ,
been invited, tha% ‘he had refused| . .

and that he would not be-invited
again;. the: seeretary ;added that
the assocxatwn would probably
wait for Governor Roosevelt to
dedicate. the memorial after the
latter succeeded Hoover  in the
White House in 19383.

Apparently that was the last
straw: for. Herbie and he- yielded:
the latest announcement being
that Hoover will deliver the dedi-
catory ..speech and that Coolidge
will preside - at the ceremonies.
It is evident that somebody has
been most- frantically busy trying
to patch up the very much frayed
and strained harmony in the Re-
publican party.

What  Heover will or can say
on that occasien—well, .that is a
puzzle. -He will.-have to -ignore
the most - notorious - events . in
Harding’s life: or can it possibly
be that: he will attempt to place
Harding alongside our great. and
We don’t know
what else he ean talk about, but
we venture to predict that he will
make no mention of the oil scan-
dal nor of the Ohio gang nor of
Nan Britton nor of little -Eliza-
beth Ann. Yet shouldn’t those
closest to. Harding in life be pres-
ent and conspicuously present at
the. dedication - of his. memorial?
Nan should be there and Elizabeth

‘Ann and Gaston B. Means and

Daugherty: and® Fall."
R,

“ Old - pals—
“BUY NOW”—WHAT?

In all of the newspapers you
see the slogan, “Buy mnow.” The
common people are urged to buy
anything and everything,
toilet paper. to automobi.cs, just
so that trade is stimulated. There
is evidently not so much thought
given to the capacity of buying
which the ordinary workingman
possesses .in this period of indus-
trial depression.” Certainly the
millions who are jobless can’t buy
anything. And the workers who
are on short tlme,‘workmg only
four or five days a week, don’t
feel especially spendthrifty. _Thele
are, too, the workers who have a
feeling of uncertainty and do not
know whether they will have a
job tomorrow or next week; they
don’t feel m a 1ecklessly buying
mood.

But there i3 one suggestion that|:

isn’t made. Amid all the clamor
of economic optimism and of urg-
ing " the ‘common people: 4o buy
this and that-and the other, noth-
ing. has:beénr said about remployers
buymg labor. - ¥eét obviously this

is the "most important thing that|:

shoul“d .be  purehased. Until: labor
iz generally “employed 'under: nor-
mal conditions, it is clear that no
great renewal of buying can be
expected. ‘Unemployed wmen are
not ‘buyers. Wages must precede
sales. ’
" If the business men of America
really have ‘confidence “in our eco-
nomic - system (as they so elo-
quently ‘assure us in the mewspa-
pers), then logically they should
express that confidence by invest-
ing in a big supply of labor. They
should keep their factories run-
ning full time. They should -ig-
nore all signs or statements of
financial distress. - They should be
active rather than passive during
this crisis.

Buy mnow? .Surely—but = buy
what?  Until labor is bought,
no_thing else can be bought. o =

- THE €HRISTIAN - MIND

‘The Christian mind—that is to
say, the mind of  one who: really

|believes in ~Christignity: as a 'doc-

trinal system—is ‘filled -with ' a
weird jumble of xnconsrstenmes,
illogical propositions, contradlctory
notions and incredible fables.  Is
this strong : language? - Let " us
then quote Francis (Lord) Bacon,
who defined the. Christian mind
with -classic succinetness and
irony: ! '

A Christian is one. that helieves
things his 'reason ' cannot compre-
hend, and - hopes ‘for- things = which
'nelther he nor any man.alive ever
saw;  he believes . three . to be one
and one to be thrée; a father not
to be older than his’son and a sen

equal with Hhis- ‘fathe#y . he  believes
himself to be precionsin God’s sight

and loathes: himself . in his  own; he.

is 'so ashamed that he dares not open

his mouth before God, and-yel ‘comes]

with boldness: to" qu; and asks him

'anythmg he needs;: he, hath within

him both flesh and spirit, and yet

{he is ‘mot a double-minded man; he

cannot sin, yet can do nothing with-

out sin;’ he is so ‘humble :as to: ac-
knowledge - himself to deserve moth-:

ing but.evil, and-yet be belxeves that
God means all good.

There .is. Christian theology for

you—and isn’t it a fine intellectual
display! . Yet preachers still talk
about Chrlstramty having broug‘ht
4 new ‘light into! the world! ,

this were  light, who would notv

prefer darkness!

A “HEORY may he mteremng,
buta fact is always mstructxve

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

In Pmlse of Folly

This Great Masterplece of Irony and Wisdom by Erasmus, Sixteemth Centm'y Freethmker h Now
Publwhed in a Low-Pnced Edition

from |

‘m’én natare. .

‘Wwas scarcely making its tentative

know that Haldeman-Julius read-

One of the most notable and lmp01tant classics
in the literature of sixteenth century humanism
is that masterpiece of irony and wisdom, In Praise
of Folly, by Erasmus—a charming ratlonallst and
the greagest humanist scholar of his century.
Throughout the whole range of literature you will
not find a more delightful, provocative, amusing,
ripely agd soundly intelligent work on that per-.
ennially interesting subject, Human' Nature,

Yet this great. classic has been neglected. We
say that it has been neglected, and by this ;we mean
that Erasmus’ masterly survey of human  follies
and his wise, witty summary of the leading char-
acteristic¥ of human beings #has been left to the
appreciation of a few and has been published only
in- elegand, expensive editions. Splendidly belong-
ing fo the world’s common heritage of high culture,
Erasmus’ In Praise of Folly has been kept from
the masses, not deliberately but through that kind
of neglect which is caused by the assumption that
the common people do not want the best literature.

It is the policy of Haldeman-Julius Publica-
tions to offer the best and most intellectually im-
portant and most artistically free-minded litera-
ture to the masses at a price which is within the
reach of all. We do not believe that In Praise of -
Folly is an esoteric masterpiece which - on]y an
elect few can appreciate. Anybody who can read
and ‘who -is interested or intrigued by the funny
contradictions and the seductive depths and diffi-
culties of human nature can enjoy this masterpiece
by Erasmus. We shall go further and deéclare and
that nobedy can help enjoying it. This book is
so lovably, tolerantly human; it is so wise in an
artful, insinuating way; it is so universal in the
range of human traits and emotions and contrasts
which it includes in the fascinating sweep of its
kindly yet pungent criticism; it is a droll book, a
barbed bopk and an unguent book—yes, it has al}
three qualities, contradictory as the statement may
seem—and almost every sentence is a stimulating
surprise,

In Praise of Folly is a tltle which has a double |
meaning. In ostensible form, the book is an ad-
dress given by Folly to her host of admirers (i. e.,
the. human race) and pointing out the many bless-

ings which Folly confers upon her devotees. This |
pretense i3 gravely maintained throughout the hook,

Erasmus--a Light in t

which COnceaIs its rich humor only just below the
surface of a well-simulated gravity. Between ‘the
‘lines, of course—or under the lines—the reader:is
given many Iessons of wxsdom, lessong indeed: which:
seem to cover practically the whole of common life,

In ‘praising folly, Erasmus, by a. subtle yet
not obscure .inference, really praises W1sdom in
many an instance. And in many another instance
we understand that Erasmus is disputing the
world’s estimate of folly: that, in a word, he de-

| fines as a kindly. sort of wisdom what the, sterner

moralists define as folly. He has a good deal to
say, for example, about the follies of the enjoy-
ment of life in diverse ways that are often con-
demned as too self-indulgent, licentidus or what-
not. - But it is clear that Erasmus, a thoroigh
humanist, believed in the enjoyment of life and
was at the opposite pole from the punitive -phi-
losophy of asceticism. His message, not only*in
this mastenpiece but in his entire life’s work and
writing, was eloquently opposed to the orthodox
Christian gospel of renunciation of the world and
worship of ideas and images said to belong to
another world N

“Life is to be lived,” said Erasmus, and he
believed that it was to be lived according to rational
but: merry human standards. Even today we have
‘much criticism by moral leaders directed at, the
philosophy—the simple,  sensible phllosophy——tha*
the essential thing about life is the living of it.
And in Erasmus’ day, how much more revolu-
tionary was his message! Then the minds of men
were positively overwhelmed and inundated by
dark, somber, superstitious nonsense about t‘xe sin-
fulness and triviality of life and the 1mportance
of holy.works and thoughts about heaven and hell.

Erasmus did the work of an intellectual and
moral revolutionist. His humanistic message, as
given at its best in this masterpiece, In Praise of
Folly, was simply bubbling over with blithe vet
ironical and profound heresy. But he wrote this
book, in defiance of all consorship, which sheds
light and joy to this day—a book which will al-
ways make men think, with the finest combination
of sportive, jocose characterization- and smiling

wisdom fresh flom contact with the common ‘con-
trasts of life.

1e Medieval Darkness

Medieval scholars,at their best,
like Erasmus, were unavoidably
deﬁuent in.a knowledge of nat-

aral science. But they lmew bu-‘ terdam,

‘and ‘died ‘in_
Weé know that, science was not
deve]oped in Erasmug’ day. It him.

begmnmgs The specxklty of [}l traveling over
Era,smus, apart from certain the-
ological discussions into which he
entered - with other and ]esser
scholars, ‘was 4 humanistic ap-|
preciation of the older Greek and
Roman civilization and its litera-
ture; and a study, most tolerant
and perspicacious, of that vast
subject of human nature which is
always interesting. After reading
his Praise of Folly, you will agree
that Erasnius knew mankind—not
only the lgwliest of mankind, not
only ordinary folk, but kings and
popes, nobles and priests, all
classes and companies. And he
spared nore in this bold, ironical
masterpiecc. As a satire (with
its salutary lessons) .on human
nature,” In Praise of Folly ranks »
probably as the highest ‘ever ert-k
ten; probably more effective, be-
cause at once more - gentle and
maqre unmistakable in its criticism,;
than Gulliver’s® Travels. Every
freethinker—every student of hu-
man nature and its foibles—should
have this book.

We are bringing this rare|
‘clagsic—In Praise of Folly—out
of its seclusion of -centuries into
the hands of the masses.. We

in theme and

had this and

never fully . at

follow, the

. rationalist.

a cosmopolitan

manity
Folly.

LIFE OF ERASMUS

Erasmus was born in Rot-
Holland, :

young : man- ‘he became -a‘
monk, but the monkish ' way
‘ of ‘life was not pleasing -to [}
In fact, the greater
- part of his life was spent in

- of Europe and ' in England,
studying at various universi-
ties—that is to say, study-
‘ing  and reading. and writing
according to free plans of his |
own—and from time to time
issuing writings which, even
when they were most devout

looked upon suspiciously by
the Catholic hierarchy.

among the wealthy free-think-
ers; and he managed cleverly
to escape the worst treat-
ment from Rome.

Catholic church.
not embrace the main body
of (Catholic superstition.
the other hand, he could not
fanaticism
"Luther: and - the Protestants. -
At -heart he was a, genuine
This rationalism.
is exhibited at its best and
_‘brightest. in his .masterpiece,
In Praise of ‘Folly, He was,
in the limits of the world of
his day, what we should call

resenting the highest human-
ity of the Middle Ages, he
put the essence of that hu-
into  his. Praise of

In the dark superstiiion and
cruelty of the Middle Ages, the

mind  of Erasmas shone  us:-a

A

 kindly, wisely illuminating. jmplb
¢cy of m«demsm. :

He was not entu-ely modern in
 his views—that could hardly be
vexpected ‘But ‘he d1d stand forth
in- defense of the fundamenta‘
| rights’ of humamty ~ He demed
the doctrme that man was a

“worm of the dust” and sh_oold
prostrate “himself in fear: and
prayer before the throne of an
| imaginary, remote God. < He was
not an atheist, but ‘he was, first
and - last, a humanist.

It was the work of such men
as Erasmus which prepared "the
way for the modern age. And his
work demanded a daring, a 4

in. 1466
‘1586, As ‘& -

the - continent

purpose, were

He
that patron

wil-

He was lingness to endure misfortune and
home in the hardship, which we moderns can
He could realize "only in imagination; al-

though, for that matter, we have
our own forms of persecution to-
day which are not so light nor so
unfamiliar. Yet the fact remains
‘that, in many “essential’ views,
Erasmus went boldly’ agemst the
i 1ulmg orthodoxy of hls age : g

Ironically he praised folly-;—and
| he sent brilliant gleams of wis-
‘dom in a revealing message that
touched almost every corner of
life. He was one of the world’s
wise men. He was one of .the
world’s great teachers. He'. was
one of the world’s great huma'r-v
ists. 5

On
of

scholar. Rep-

ers will appreciate this charming

work. Previously sold in expen-

sive editions, the book is now pub-
}ished in a popular form at only
oO cents a copy This is a large
book,- bound in stiff card covers, |
containing 30,000 words, and 5%

by 8% inches in size. It is
prmted in large, clear type and
bound in neat, attractxve style.
We are hoping for a big cireu-|}
‘lation of the szse of . Folly,. be-
cause it will further encourage
us in our wish to bring the great
classics of humanism and ration-
alism to the masses of the people.
The cxrculatlon of such works as|}|
this masterpiece by Erasmus will ‘

have a fine civilizing mﬂuence :
f|They are valuable additions  to:
the popular ' cblture; works that
should be enjoyed by .the many,

" Order Blank for ; 1
“In Praise of Folly”

Haldema,n-Juhua Pub‘llcatlons, _G:rard Kansas

o 1.am enclosing 50¢, for which: please send me,. postpaid, 1k
[In Pranse of F’olly by Erasmus :

CRCE L U S S )

EE

(5 oopxee for 32)

..........

.......................

not by the few only.c 50 cents a|f| Gt eeveoe
copy—s ‘copies - for. $2. - Use the Pl .
accompanying @ order blank today.' e e—— o
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