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That rellglous fanatlclsm is a modern
menace and not merely a medieval memory,
that: steady propaganda on behalf of freedom
of thought is a most serious necessity, we
have proved again for our warning in the
sermon of Rev. W. D. Lewis, pastor of the
Second Presbyterian church of Wheeling, W.
Va. This preacher, who occupies the pulpit
of an important city church, declares that re-
ligious' liberty must be _ended in ‘America and
that a system of compulsory religion must be
established. ‘I shall never be in full sym-
pathy wrth our system of compulsory edu-
cation,” he said,

gion.”

In suggesting a course of despotic reli-
gious procedure for modern times, Rev. Lewis
goes away back to the days of ancient Israel.
He turns to the Bible and its Old Testament
code of theocratic laws. Mbdern Americans,

he says, must be compelled to acknowledge !

the sovereignty of a personal, autocratic, all-

ruling God even as did the ancient Israelites | rulers.

—and, according to the scheme of this preach-

and no argument permitted.

“The whole scheme of things in Israel,” | ism that Rev. Lowis is eager to have restored

“revolved around the idea

says Rev. Lewis,
of a personal God. The first leaders of the
Jews saw that it would never do to attempt
to create a national solidarity without the

“until there is set up side.
by slde with it a system of compulsory reli-

Preacher Urges ti

- those first leaders of Israel did the wrsest
"thmg ever done by any group of men aspir-
ing to bring ‘forth a mation: They invested

: agents.

all authority in God. They took neither re-
sponsibility nor credit for themselves.
They were slmply his - mouthpleces and his

“That the priests and ‘rulers of Israel
“took nmeither responsibility nor credit for
themselves”’ is of course a ridiculous bit of

. sophistry. They had a very imposing prestige

and very profitable revenues lll their role as
the “mouthpieces and agents” of their myth-
ical God. Clearly it was a great stroke of

_clever exploitation (clever enough to deceive

primitive tribes and‘ clever enough to- fool

_many moderns ‘who nevertheless do not live

mtellectually in the modern age) for the
priests to put over the fiction that a big,
strong, mysterious and fearsome God was
behind their words and actions; that piece
of fiction made the priests seem far greater

: than mere men, greater than merely human

and they have fought and schemed

: jealously through the centuries to retain that
er, this God of Bunk must be worshiped by all !

advantage.
It is the prestige and power of clerical-

fully in America. This is clear in what he
says about the specific. command to worship
(i. e., to patronize the clerical shops of super-

he Establishment of Religious Despotisi

ter. .

aside solely for hls w}rshlp [in ancient !
rael]. There was ne, choice about it. %
those first days there Was no such thing s
religious liberty in lsuel A man had to_po
to worship whether he. Elllred it or mot. Tlg

fact that he didn’t like/the priests didn’t m&s- |
. The excuse that he was intelleck:

ally supenor to the ‘congregation of lsrsal
didn’t work.
no thought in lsrael
if it isn’t given too much thought in our owa
America.”

We might indeed remind Rev. Lewis thgt
in modern America we have many features, ¢f
life which were unknown in ancient Israel.
We have not only religious liberty but alg
political liberty, and the twe are- msépauhlc.

* The Old Testament Jews, that primitive ang
 superstitious tribe, had ko' conception of mod-

ern democracy. They had no glimmering of
the materials of modern education. For in-
stance, those old Jews whom Rev. Lewis woul{
have us follow in their system of rehgrou.
despotism had the most ridiculous notions of
llfe——they believed in creation by a God and
in all the farrago of legends which are sprawl-
ingly conpicuous in the Old Testament. They
believed that the earth was the center of a
very small universe (they had really no con-
ception of a universe) and that the sun, moon
and stars were merely conveniences to illu-

Rehgrous lrherty was givgn
I sometimes wond:x.

_compulsory religion.

stitious ldeas of morality—the conception of
moral law as- social law, while it was neces-

sarily followed by them. to some extent, was

not fully understood by them. Crude indeed
were. the ideas prevalent in ancient Israel
about religion and about government and
about morality and about the earth and man.
If we were really compelled to follow the

-ways of ancient Israel, as this West Virginia

preacher insists we shonld we should have
to scrap our system of educahon and embrace
the system of despotic religion in its stead.

It may be doubted if Rev. Lewis has

‘'much concern for education, save as it can

be used spuriously as a support for religion.
His fixed idea seems to be the importance of
“I shall mever be in

full sympathy with our system of compul-
sory religion. Why should we he compelled
to attend and support our schools if there
is nothing that can be done to compel us to
attend and support our churches? . If
education is absolutely necessary for our com-
munity life, so is religion. Or yet, why should
we be compelled to support the idea of gov-
ernment if we are at liberty to treat the idea
of God with contempt? . You will never
make a full success of a compulsory govern-
ment or a compulsory education until you
give the same dignity to religion and make

with its- idea of education and its: ulea‘-ﬁf

of a compulsory religion.

nation that plays fa t aml lome Wi!h its rdea
of God will soon or late play fast and lo se

government. . . If God doesn’t mui:,
then nothing else matters, and all the compul-

sions of life might just as well be set aside.”

What Rev. Lewis doees not understand
(and presumably does not care about) is the
truth, well illustrated in history, that ne sys-
tem of education can survive as educationally
free and genuine if it is loaded with the chains
A religious des-
potism is utterly incompatible with the free-
dom and dignity and progressive achievements

of social life. As a matter of fact, religion
is an eccentric survival from lgnorant earllef

- periods in the life of mankind. It is mot in

sympathy with 'modernism (of course not),
and it cannot be reconclled ‘with modernism.
The right to believe in religion and practice
its forms of worship as an individual affair
is one that, on modern principles, we must
grant. Rellglon, however, must be kept in
its place as a private matter. It is too dan-
gerous when it goes beyond that and presumes
to command,or threaten the state. Rev. Lewis
is an exponent, bold yet typical, of a senti-
ment of - religious bigotry which we cannot
afford lightly to dismiss nor to ignore. We
must expose these bigots and ﬁght them with

establishment of a fixed authority.
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Judge Lindsey Is
‘Mobbed in Church

Disgraceful . Melee in Elegant

‘New York City Church

- :After Pulpit Abuse

After Bishop ‘William T. Man-
ning,’ in. the Cathedral of St.
John .the Divine in New York
City, had hcaped unfair and in-
decent and ignorant abuse upon
Judge Ben B. Lindséy, and when
Judge Lindsey attempted to reply
to the . bishop’s tirade, members
of the fabhlonabe congregation
of Chustﬂans ) assaultcd Judge
Lindsey, kicked ‘and hit him from
behind, . eried. “Lynch him!” “Put
him out!”:and similar expressions
of menace—in short, staged a dis-
g-aceful .mob scene against one
lone man wko was seeking only
to obtain a fair hearing for hls
opinions.

‘ Judge Lindsey had sought by

letters and- telegrams, previous to
Bishop ‘Manning’s abusive sermon,
for an honest and courteous treat-
ment of . his views. by the bishop;
or, lacking that, an opportunity
for himself, Judge Lindsey, to
state liis ‘case briefly. The bishop
appealed to the police for protec-
tion. = Detectives were . stationed
in the back.of the church. How-
ever, it' was not the Christian con-
gregation nor the Christian bishop
that - n®ded = protection. The
Christians, -on” the contrary, dis-
played - the mob spirit—threatened
and. actually: visited violenze upon
this -one. defenseless man—and the
police had' to protect Judge Lind-
sey. - Nevertheless Lindsey was
taken to a nearby police station

on a charge, of disorderly con-
duct. It'is suggested that he will
later take legal action against

Blbhop Manning, his attorney be-
ing Arthar Gar‘held Hays and per-
Laps .also Clarence Darrow.

Fanatics in a Rage
Blsnop Manning poured out a
slanderous tirade ~against Judge
Lmdbey, who sat at a press table
Immedxately in front of the high

pulpit, : looking . straight at the
bishop = and making occasional
notes. -~ At the end of the angry

and_vitriolic sermon, Judge Lind-
sey . arose and began to speak, in-
sisting ' that justice: required a
word in his own defense. Then
the: Christian mob rushed toward
hinl.- “He" received several blows.
He had to be rescued by the de-
tective force from the Christian
1an41t1cs

A few days previously Judge
Lmdsey had addressed a meeting
of- Episcopal clergymen and
Bishop. Manning had protested
against ‘the ‘invitation for an ad-
dress by Lindsey to .a group of
ministers.  'His assertion was that
Lindsey spread immorality, espe-

cially by hls views on compamon-

i ca

stition).
he says,

. So,

“One day in seven, the Sabbath,”
“was made holy unto God.and set

minate the earth. They had the most absurd,
strangely twisted, cruelly barbaric and super-

it compulsory, at any rate compulsory enough
to make it respected throughout the land The

a sternness

that is uncompromising and a

‘sweep of propaganda that is irresistible.

ate marriage. The sermon which
ended in mob violence—violerce
which came from the Ch¥istians
and not from the heretic—was full
of, such terms as “lewdness, pro-

miscuity,. 1mmorahty, free love, un-

restrained. sexual gratlﬁcatlon” and
the like—meaning that Judge
Lmdsey in his speeches and writ-
ings on companionate marrxage
had advocated these ideas. ..

Yet Lindsey had particularly
called the bishop’s attention to the
exact nature of his views; and it
is scarcely conceivable that ‘Bishop

Manning could have been ignorant |’

of ‘the fact that he was grossly
and shamelessly misrepresenting
the views of Lindsey. But
whether  deliberately indulging in
lying” abuse or behaving as a fa-
natic who was incapable of treat-
ing an opponent decently, Bishop
Manning’s conduct was outrag-
eous; and no less outrageous was
the behavior of the godly, pious
crew who listened to the fierce
tirade, were moved to mob violence
by the  bishop’s language, and
afterward applauded his fanatical
remarks.

Capitalized Colorado Frameup

Bishép Manning also = made
much capital in. his sermon :out
of the disbarment of Judge Lind-
sey . in Colorado—although the
bishop had' the judge’s explanation
that the disbarment was a-treach-
erous political frameup against
him and that: he. was tried -and
completely exonerated by the, Lah-
fornia . Bar Association. Llndsey
is a lawyer in excellent standlng‘
and enfitled to practice in every
state excepting Colorado. In - Col-
orado a gang of unscrupulous po-
litical enemies disbarred him on 4
technicality, although the act for
which he was-disbarred- hadbeen
given the full approval of ‘a com-
petent court in Denver.  -The si-
preme court judge in Colorado who
wrote . the ' decision disbarring
Judge Lindsey was later defeated
for reelection on that specific
issue.

Judge Lindsey fell into the
hands of Christians—that was -his
trouble. He thought he could get
a fair hearing from Christians—
that was his mistake. The Judge
will now realize more keenly that
Christian fanaticism is incampati-
ble with fair play and that Chris-
tians, when  excited by morality
and piety, are not capable of com-
mon decency toward one who dif-
fers. After all, what was Judge
Lindsey’s offense? He wanted to
say a few words. He wanted to
explain that he wasn’t the bad
man pictured by Bishop Mannmg
and that the bishop had outra-
geously misrepresented his views.
And the Christian mob—the ele-
gant -Christian' mob-in ‘New York
Clty, mind you, and not a:imob
Texas tabernacle—turned
upon Him viciously and violently.

had‘[comm_itted a grave offense by
interrupting Bishop  Manning’s
closing - prayer. The bishop had
concluded ' his sermon and, turn-
mg*asnde «as if to leave the pulpit,
mumbled.” something—but -Judge
Lmdsey said he didn’t know that
the “mummery” was prayer. If

'Bishop Manning iivanted a real
'subject ‘for (useless) prayer,

he
should “have - prayed that himself
and his Christian congregation be
raised -above. their evil passions
of fanatlcrsm

BLIND ALLEYS

Myself when young did eagerly fre-
quent
Doétor and Saint and heard great
: argument
About it and about: but evermore
Came out by the same door as in
I went.

‘This  well-known stanza by
Omar, the agnostic Persian poet,
expresses the simple truth that he

learned nothing from all the argu-

ments about God—nothing, that is
to say, except that the arguments
were aimless and meaningless.
The "doctors and the saints were
floundering amid unrealistic ab-
stractions. God was merely a
name.. It had scarcely the solid
dignity "and comprehensibility of
an idea—even a false idea.

This *  argumentation = which

taught nothing to Omar—which
left him - with . as little evidence]

for o God as before he heard a
‘word  of .the argumentation—was]|,
a vain, wordy repetition of fears,

‘faneies,: assumptions, dogmas and
‘whimsically elaborated nonsense.

And so it has always: been. * The
eﬁ'ortb of theism,
speaking, have been a chasing up
blind alleys. They have arrived
nowhere—but on the contrary the
more; argument there has been
about ‘the idea of God, the more
steadily have men grown in the
conviction that the idea is ob-
viously untrug and unrealistic.

 Talk of, God leads by a direct
road to the conclusion of atheism.
The only sensible attitude is. to
dismiss the idea of -God—to get it
out of the way of more impor-
tant ‘ideas. - The wide dissemina-
tion of this intelligent atheistic
attitude is- one of the leading fea-
tures- of "any program of popular
education which is completely

1 worthy of the name.

WitH 11s fears and supersti-
tions and prejudices, religion poi-
sons the mind ‘of any one who be-
lieves in it—and even the best
man;
ligion,” cannot reason wholesomely.
Athéism, on the contrary, opens
the . mind to’ the clean winds of
truth and estabhshes a fresh-air
samty

NOBODY has ever taken notable]its::

pains to’ locate the legendary
heaven; but probably that is be-

|cause nobody ever thought seri-
It 'was sard that Judge Lmdsey'

10u_ely of go,i\ngt.to ‘a,heaven.,'

‘way of playing safe

intellectually’

under the influence of re-|

God as a Gamhlev
One of the most: amusing argu-
ments, frequently -‘offered in . de-

fense - of belief inf the idea of a

God;, is that such. 8 belief is a
It is said
that even though®a man - is not
sure of the existdnce of a;God
and a future life beyond the
grave, it is the: pmt of cuutAon‘
for him. to bellev

argument goes, ti P
is ‘'safe whethet t re is or.is not
a God and’a future existgnce: if
there is no God, 'che believer will
be. no more dead than the unbe-
liever; while if there is a God,
the believer will have prefere%xtlal
treatment in the. judgments of
the celestial tmbunal

This queer argument makes the
matter of ‘belief:in a God an in-
tellectual gamble It is of course
an utter denial of intellectual in-
tegrity. Proceeding on this basis,
the appeal to belief is not made
on the score of truth. One is
urged to consider the God idea not
from the standpoint of its reason-
ableness; but rather from the
standpoint of blind faith and a
chance bet on an idea.

Doesn’t the religious person who
uses this argument realize that
he is appealing to a particularly
low form of mtellectual coward-
ice? . What men need. is courage
in their Athinking‘.»é They - need- to
be trained in‘facing facts frankly.
They need to learn that all ideas
should: be judged$with strict- re-
gard for the evidetice. Instead re-
ligion harps on the emotion of
féar and tells. men that they should
treat ideas merely. as gambling
chances and that it is safer (not
intellectually the ‘better but the
more craven part).to believe in a
God. -

This argument has other falla-
cious aspects. It assumes, for in-

stance, that the evidence for and

against the ided: of -4 God is
equal; whereas the ‘vast prepon-
derance of evidence is against the
idea, there being in fact no genu-
ine evidence . for the idea. It is
overlooked too, that belief is genu-
we or it is nof; ad that a belief
which is frankly grounded on a
gamble—a  beliefy "affirmed for
safety’s sake—cannot be a real
belief. . One .belie;
not; and belief, ‘Féal belief, - can
only assert the fr eth of an ‘idea.
In .short, the man‘ who bases his
belief on such a pimmple is. bor-
dering close to ‘hypocrisy and is
certainly revealing:a striking lack

Such weak argugpents exemphfy
the decline of ret&mn and show

set of 1deas
which ordinarily ang” reasonabl),

and last pleaj; for,

,eamwt be gefenM It is;: after

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

n hehevmg-

.or one does.

.| worked out by science:

all, a virtual admission of the
charge of the atheist that the idea
of a God is merely an assumption
and has no ground of truth upon
whlch ﬁrmly to plant itself.

CREDULITY—-—A CRIME
Credulity is noti# crime-for the
mdmdual-—but it is clearly 2
erlme ‘as 1egards the race. . Just
took _at" WMI gonsequences - of

in ‘the Pouf “Supefstition of witch-
cfaft and’ mahy poor -people “suf-
fered for this foolish belief. There
was a ‘general belief in angels

rand demons, flying familiarly yet

skittishly - through the air, and
that belief caused untold distress
and pain and tragedy. The most
holy Catholic church (and, after
it, the various Protestant sects)
enforced the dogma that heresy
was terribly sinful and punishable
by death. Imagine—but all you
need do is to recount—the suffer-
ing entailed by that belief,

When one surveys the causes
and consequences of credulity, it
is apparent that this easy belief
in the impossible, this readiness
toward false and fanatical notions,
has been indeed a most serious
and major crime against human-
ity. The social life in any age,
it may be said, is about what its
extent of credulity guarantees. In
an extremely credulous age, social
life will be cruel and dark and
treacherous.. -In a skeptical. age,
social “life will be more humane.
We assert that the philosophy of
humanity—that the best interests
of the human race—demand a
strong statement and a repeated,
enlightening statement of athe-
ism,

* “SPIRITUAL REALITIES”

When preachers talk about
“spiritual realities,” what do they
mean? /They do not mean the
emotions .of men. At least they
do not mean these emotions as
realistically . observed - and inter-
preted humarn emotions. Love,
hate, fear, greed, malice, envy,
ambition, dreams and -desires—
these are- human emotions which
the rational, scientific mind takes
as themes for analysis.  They are
understood, not in any “spiritual”
sense, but in terms of heredity
and environment and constitutional
(physical and mental) makeup.
Their causes and their expressions
are, so far as science has been
able to trace them, es>entlally
material, :

All of mankind’s art, mankind’s
morality, mankind’s experiments
with and yearning for beauty, can
be and are explained- in terms of
human cause and effect and are
placed in the evolationary pattern
They. are
not  mysterious .in. the theistic
senae they-are not, that is to say,
mystic. © An emotion in human
natuire is as vealistic a fact a8

LLC

.-*“’M cars men believed]

an object in nature: and science
deals with both emotions and ob-
Jects ‘materialistically, experimen-
tally, analytically. :
“Spiritual realities” mean noth-
ing to science. ' This is the special
and ‘unrealistic lingo of the cler-
ical, bunk-sho‘oters, who depend
upon - sweeping  (but empty)

phrases and pious dogmas and a

large _spooky aml“ Spoofy  atmos-
vaf*

ystery for the
maintenance of their prestige.
That their belief is often sincere
does mnot affect the case.

By “spiritual realities,” 'if you
probe the phrase, you will discover
that the preachers mean sdme
mystic working of the mind of a
God in the minds and motives of
men. -They intend us to believe
that human emotions are some-
thing more than human—that
back of them is the shadowed and
obscure and awesomely immense
loom on which is woven a divine
pattern.

“Spiritual realities,” according
to the preachers, are the reflec-
tions of the most unreal of all
myths, namely, the myth of a
God. These so-called ‘“realities,”
said to be the highest conceivable,
are seen to be the most unreal
and the most inconceivable.

IS GOD FAIR?

That’s a funny question. But
still we ask it: Is God fair? The
Christians say that God damns
forever anyone who “is~ skeptical
about the truth of bunkistic re-
ligion as revealed unto the holy
haranguers. What this means is
that a God, if any, punishes a
man for using his reason.

If there is a God in existence,
reasons should be available for
his existence. Assuming that such
a precious thing as a man’s eter-
nal future depends on his belief
in a God, then the materials for
that belief should be overwhelm-
ing and not at all doubtful..

Yet here is a man whose rea-
son makes it impossible for him

to believe in a God. He sees no

evidence of such an entity. He
finds all the arguments weak and
worthless: . He doubts and he de-
nies.”

Then is a God fair in visiting
upon such a skeptic the penalty
for his inevitable intellectual at-
titude? The intelligent man re-
fuses to believe fairy tales. Can
a God blame him?  If so, then a
God is not as fair as an ordi-
narily decent man. And fairness,
we think, is more important than
piety.

“FAITH,” said St. Paul, “is the
evidence of things not seen.” We

should elaborate this .definition by

adding that faith is the assertion
of things for which there is not
a particle -‘of evidence and. of
things which are incredible.

Fwere. killed.
 sfroyed—homeés in which prayer
aid dsvotion relgned A chu;’ch
'was demolished, =

Is God a .lokel'-"

A few weeks ago a hurricane

'struck the little religious commu-

nity of Bethany, Okla. A number
of pious citizens of the little town
Houses were de-

< Only a few: mx]es awgy 187 the
large, wicked city :of Oklahoma

| City—at least we can <¢ertainly

assume that, from the religious
viewpoint, many sinners: live in
Oklahoma City. Assuming also
(which is a great deal riskier as-
sumption) that there is a  God,
why should he perpetrate this
grim and sardonic joke? The
sinners in the big city were left
untouched, The godly folk in the
little nearby village were punished
by the evidences of God’s wrath.
How do the religious people in-
terpret this calamity? Often and
often they explain such calamities
as flood, fire, and storm by say-
ing that God is angry at the sin-
ful people and is warning them
or destroying them for their sins.
Was the hurricane in Bethany a
sign of the love of God for his
faithful worshipers?

And God missed an even better
chance, if there were a God who
wished to punish rebels against
his majesty and inscrutability.
Just a few hundred miles north
and east of Bethany, Okla., is
Girard—the home of The Amerl-
can Freeman and THE DEBUNK-
ER and THE JoSEPH MCCABE MaAg-
AZINE and the Little Blue Books
—the center of American free
thought where an enormous stream
of atheistic literature and godless
modern knowledge pours forth to
enlighten the masses. 1f there
were a God, directing hurricanes
and he wanted really to “get”. an
uncompromising foe, whom he has
no chance of persuading in the
ordinary way, it would have been
a devastating stroke for him to
send his howling punitive blasts
through the town of Girard. It
would be a more remarkable sug-
gestion of the avenging act of a
God if only the Haldeman:Julius
plant were destroyed and. the rest
of the town were . left unhurt—
and, as good neighbors, we
shouldn’t wish the Christian and
respectable people of Girard nor
those who are respectable and not
so Christian nor those who are
Christian and not exactly respec-
table to suffer from our prox-
imity and our propaganda of
athéism. . 4

Is God a joker? No—let us
whisper it—the joke is that there
is no God. Hurricanes come uponf
the just and the unjust, the plous
and the impidus.

To BE TRUE to the mythical cons
ception of a God.is to be false
the interests of mankind,
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Pattems of Beltef
By Jobn W. Guon

A few centuries ago the prin-
¢ipal reason given for belief in a
God was that the Bible revealed
the existence and the will of God.
The Bible was’said to be an in-
spired boek. It revéaled God au-
thoritatively. - It was a terrible
sin to question the truthfulness of
the Bible. And some millione of
Christians today continue to as-
gert. ‘this old-fashioned belief in
the Bible as divine revelation.

The beginnings of free inquiry
naturally shook the idea of reve-
lation ‘and compelled even theolo-
gians who still devoutly believed
in revelation to hunt for addi-
tional argaments in reason. There
was a long warfare (still going
on, for that matter) between the
contrasted medes of reéason and
révelation in knowing’ God, as the
preachers phrased it-—and then it
was the job of the theological
logic-choppers to devise apparent
reasons why God could be made
clear to the human intelligence.

PR I

IT was stromgly held at first
that the divers#ly of the animal
world could be explained only on
the hypothesis of a Ged who
created all things. But the truth
of evolution, with its vast range
of conclusive eéwidences, made the
creation theory wuntenable; al-
though quickly the theologians
who felt compelled to acknowledge
the truth of evolution invented the
argument that a God had started
the evolutionary processes and
then let them work. This is a
convincing idea only to one who
intensely wishes to believe in a
God. It has no explanatory value.
Tt makes nothing clearer. And
when one understands just what
a long, blundering, grotesque and
tragic buysiness evolution has been,
the notion of an intelligent God
guiding the -business is p051t1Ver
absurd.

QOther arguments of reason (as
opposed to revelation) for the ex-
istence of a God were the neces-
sity . of a lawgiver, the order and
béauty of nature, the moral sense
of man, universality of belief and
So on.. But scientific thinkers
pointed out- that laws of nature,
ag theéy are called, mean only what

scientists have discovered about}

the behavior of nature. It is not
meant that some Géd has drawn
up a complete and presrranged set
of laws’ which nature must follow
in ‘(ag this theory must imply) a
spirit of conscious obedience to
such Iaws. It was also pointed
out that the order and beauty of
mature.were simply the reflections
of man’s growing understanding
of the behavier of nature: and
t ot furthérmore there is plenty
of disordér and ugliness in nature.
Again,  the scientific study of
moral i s révealed that the prin-
'czipie . roolution could and should
7 .ppied to this department of
. “man thinking: that man, that is
t3 sy, never has ldd any innate
raoral sensé but that his notions
of -condu¢t have been evolved in
résponse to circumstances. Fur-
thar investigations also brought
forth - the fact that many primi-
tive tribes have had no conception
of a God and that in the first
stages of his:development man had
no belisf whatever in a. Supreme
Being; and it was always ridicu-
loys, in the view of thoughtful
men, te argue that because mil-
liong helieved. an ‘idea the truth
of that iden ‘waa therefore mdls-
Pn’&nbie ’
N

GNt BY ONE' the ‘¥easons for a
God, ag flourished proudly by the-
ologians, have ‘Weén shown up as
worthless.

ical spook-lovers, {8 that the mind
Juet naturally, in some secret and
sure way, ¢omés inte touch with
God. An individual has, that is
‘to say, & secret conviction that
Ahere s & God. This individual
feéls that he has established com-
minication. With God.  He can’t
prove it ahd deesn’t attempt to
prove it-—but le insists that he
knows it al] th& wmore strongly.

" This is really an old argument
and it was nevér a bit convincing.
Long before such men as Prof.
Eddington used thie argument it
was commonly wsed by backwoods
preachers who stressed the “spir-
itual” value of “éxperience,”
ing the diréet contact of the be-
Yever's mind with God’s mind.
In other words, thé latest and
most fashionable statement of the
cage for theism in certain select
quarters i€ that feason must be
given up altogether: God is sim-
‘ply amsarted. So the cirvele of
argument returns to the posi-
‘tion of the old theologians who
digdained proofs of a God and
thought that only dogmatic asger-
tion was nebded.

od-still Ged fEn't proved And

- Nowadays the most
favored reasom, among wetaphys-

mean-

we continue to see the rhe,rfy

spectacle- of theologians, both lay
and clerical’ (for of course thers
are amateurs and distinguished
ones in theology as in all branches
of knowledge or  speculation),
hunting for a God in the fleld of
the unknown—in the field of igna-
rance—after they have been fcrced
to abandon all pretense of finding
their God :in the field of knowl-
edge. God is never observed, God
is never explicable nor credible,
in the field of known things. God
is ever the Unknown. God is eve
doomed to dwell amid the shadow
of bunk. " Every time man learn
something new-—every man defi
nitely extends his knowledge—th:

specter of God slips so much far

ther away.

“GOD’S WILL”

Thoughtful men have alway:
observed that “God’s will,” as tha:
amusing expression has been em,
ployed by theologians and by la:
:ommentators, has been mnothing
more nor less than a reflection o!
human impulses and desires an:
fears and whimsicalities. Whoeve
interprets this so-called will of
God always presents a picture of
his own, the interpreter’s, way of
looking at things.

A sober, devout man will ifiter-
pret “God’s will” soberly and de
voutly. A fanatic, with bloodshot
mind, will interpret “God’s will”
fanatically. Men of extreme, illog-
ical views will interpret “God's
will” in eccentric fashion. XKindly
charitable, generous men will in-
terpret “God’s will” according to
their character.

And of course this means that
whatever happens in life and in
the world of nature, entirely in-
dependent of the will of any sup-
posed God, such happenings (of the
most immensely variant and com-
plex kind) are ascribed to the will
of God—a blanket phrase, and a
bombastic one too, which explains
absolutely nothing. Back of the
phrase “God’s will”—and back of
the idea, such as it is, which is
reflected by this phrase—there is
the old, sound, and really (to the
thinking man) obvious truth that
gods ‘and all that appertains to
them are fashioned by man in his
own image or, that is-to say, by
men in the images cast by their
fancies and fears. What we have
under -observation, always, are
human impulses and schemes  of
action: to say that.“God’s will” is
behind them is to say exactly
nothing. -

INCREDIBLE INSTANCES

As the Bible is regarded as a
holy and inspired book by practic-
ally all Christians, a book abso-
lutely - without errors by many
Christians,. and the most impor-
tant proof (through alleged reve-

lation) of the existence of a God’

by many Christians, it is very im-
portant to point out incredible in-
stances recorded in the Bible
which no man can sensibly believe.

Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll did
a very useful work in exposing
the folly of believing that the
Bible was inspired. “One can

scarcely be hlamed,” he said, “for
hesitating to believe that God met
Moses at a hotel 'and tried to kill
him [Exodus iv, 24]; that after-
ward he made this same Moses a
god to Pharaoh, gnd gave him his
brother Aaron for a prophet
[Exodus vii, 1]; that he turned all

‘the pands and. pools and streams|
.and all the rivers into blood [Ex-

odus vii,.19] and all the water in
vessels of ~wood and stone; that
the rivers: thereupon brought forth
frogs [Exodus viii, 3]; that the
frogs covered the wheole land of
Egypt; that he changed dust into
lice, so that all'the men, women,
children and animals were cav-
ered with them [Exodus viii, 16,
17]; that he sent swarms of flies
upon the Egyptians [Exodus viii,
21]; that he destroyed the inmo-
cent cattle with painful diseases;
that he covered man and beast
with blains and boils [Exodus ix,
9]1; that he so covered the magi-
cians of Egypt with boilg that they
could not stand before Moses for
the purpose of performing the
same feat [Exodus ix, 117;.that
he destroyed every beast and every
man that was in the fields, and
every herb, and broke every tree
with storm of hail and fire [Exo-
dug ix, 25]; that he sent locusts
that devoured every herb that
escaped the hail, and devoured
every tree that grew [Exodus x,
15]; that he causeéd thick dark-

néss over the land and put lights

in the houses of the Jews [Exodus
x, 22, 23]; that he destroyed all
of the firstborn of Egypt, from
the firstborn of Pharaoh upon the
throne to the firstborn of the
maidsérvant that sat behind the
mill [Exodus xi, 5], togethér with
the firstborn of all beasts, so that

there was - not “a houSe in which|

the - dead were not [Exodus xil,
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Atheism Is t
Answer. to

New readers may be mterested to know tllat
in bringing eut this Atheist Special Edition we are |
emphasizing a very important phase of the edu- |
cational program for which The American Free-|
man has consistently and fearlessly- stoody - ‘We:

ve not fanatics on the subject of religion.” If
. were merely a matter of abstract arxlment
e should mot be so inmterested. [Ideas, if they
ould be _quite separated from actual mﬂuence
1 living issues, might be regarded with - an air
f detachment. They might in such case be dis: |-
ussed mildly and dismissively. One might be;
adifferent to such ideas or only amused by them. |

But religion has always asserted and it does

et assert a very direct and commandmg inter- |
st in the conduct of men.
snately, there are old terrors and powers that|
sligion no longer can exercise so effectively as it |
id only a few score years ago. But the atmos-
there and the attitude of bigotry remain. - If re-/
igion cannot ordinarily invoke the -armed force
f law to punish heretics, it still plays upon the
ssychology of fear and predominantly its influ-|.
nce is to frighten men and distort their views
nd- poison every process of their reasomng

The remnant of religion that is cherished |

-y a few educated and urbane men—the philo-
ophical or poetic religion that one observes here
ind there—does not concern iis so acutely. - Such
1 provisional or partial belief in religion is base-
'ess logically and it is confusing; but we may
grant that it is relatively harmless; we can point
out its fallacy and continue cheerfully on our
way about other things. But this philosophical

jor poetic religion is not, after all the religion

of the masses.

There are many cultured people who do not
realize that among the masses—among millions
of honest but deluded people—the most extrava-:

 gant, fanatical and obviously dangerous notions

about religion are prevalent. One of the malign
emotional and prejudicial influences that helped.
to lend menacing strength to the late Ku Klux
Klan, for example, was the spirit of rellglous pre- |-
judice. We all know how that vicious organi- |
zation was strengthened by a Protestant tone of
creedal fanaticism. On the other hand, the Cath-
olics have theis. own extreme tone -of fanatlclsm"

and they still assert, moreover, that the Cathohc '

religion: should be- and rightfully is supreme in
belief and- power—Catholicism;’ thaf is

is;|
 definitely opposed to ‘the modern. pnnglpwm

political liberty and intellectual freedom. - - .°|

Protestantism is- not, in its definite “official |
statements, so brazenly intolerant. Probably this
is because Protestantism includes so many creeds |
—and these religious people feel that they must
be protected against one- another. Tbey are not
so kindly toward atheists,

In a number of American states athelsts

cannot testify in a court of law. Blasphemy laws
are still on the statute books; and occasionally |
they are enforced. Our laws regarding marriage |
and sex are sadly distorted by religious pre-
judice and obscurantism. Also Bible read-
ing (which means Bible teaching) in the public
schools is compulsory in Pennsylvania, Arkansas
and other states. In Tennessee and Mississippi |
a medieval law bans the teaching of evolution—
the teaching, in a word, of the most serious prin-
ciple of truth in modern science—in the public|
schools. The circulation of a responsible, schol- |-
arly, im_portant ;ex_ questiopngire at the _Univer-

It is true that, for-|"

e Reallstlc

the God ldea

ﬂty of “Missouri was followed by a ridiculous
campaign of prejudice in.which the. chief. ele-
ment, plainly enough, was a religious athtude of
obscurantlsm on the sex question. :

" Our laws and customs are still deplorably
imndlcaped and corrupted by the ideas of re-
ligion. . These ideas are ne longer. of valid cur-
rency in the intellectual world.  They are cen-
turies behind the times. They are not insisted
upon-“with such vicious and perilous persistency
‘a5 was the case a few centuries ago. But they
_remain—these terribly wrong and menacing ideas
—and it is-the part of a civilized program of
enlightenment to combat these ideas with all the
force possible.

~The Freeman, of course, believes in the
“force of reason and argument- and persuasion;
‘yes, and the force of ridicule and denunciation,
‘all legitimate and free weapons which we can
employ against religion; in short, we believe in
_the steady and clarifying conflict of ideas, and
-as religion cannot be defended intelligently we
-know that in the long run it must be conquered.
It remains yet, however, as a serious and major
' issue in the thoughts and actions of men. Grant-
_ing, as we naturally do, the fullest right of every
man to believe in any theory of religion or poli-
tics ‘or-social conduct which is preferred by him,
we do not forget that we have an equal right to
promote our own ideas and to attack, relent-
lessl'y and clearly, ideas which we recognize as
vicious: in theory and mevntably vicious also in
practnce

- We are well aware that rehglon is not as
bad an influence as it was a short time ago, as
history is counted. But it is a sufficiently bad
‘influence even in modern times, and its reduced
viciousness (in practice) is due plainly enough
to its reduced power. We want to reduce that
power to an absolute nullity. We want religion
to be entirely outgrown by the advancing intel-

:ligenee -of mankind. - Universal education is our|.

ideal; and this means, in our convinced opinion,
“that the philosophy of atheism (which is also
the phllosophy of realism) will displace with
complete sanity and wholesomeness the dark and
morbid and - unintelligently fanciful ideas of re-
ligi‘on, CLoid g

We advocate the atheistic plulosophy because
11; is. the only clegr, “consistent  position which | ¢
seems: poxslHefto ud. As atheists,. we simply|
| «deny” the assumptions of theism; we. declare that
“the ‘God “idea, in all its features, is unreasonable
and’ unptovable, we add, more vitally, that the

=

.God idea is an- mterference with the interests of |

human - happiness and progress. . We oppose re-
ligion not-merely as a set of theological ideas;
but we must also oppose: religion as a political,
“'social and moral influence detrimental to the wel-
fare of humanity." '
3 As- a-paper that is unique in belng entirely
free on all questions, The American Freeman at-
tacks religion because religion is mot true—be-
cause rehglon is an obstacle (or a set of obsta-
cles) in the way of progress—because rellglon
‘foments' strife and prejudice—because religion is.
the breeding ground of intolerance—because, in
short religion is essentially hostile to mankind.
Religion. glorifies the dogma of a despotic,
mythlcal God. = Atheism ennobles the interests of
free and progressive Man.  Religion is supersti-
tion. Atheism is sanity. Religion is medieval.
Athelsm 15 modern : )

read:
29, 30] ” '

Do these marvels read like in-
spiration? Or do they read like
superstition? Remember that mil-

him ¢
and -have chosen

And the Lor‘d‘ appeared to
Solomon by '~1’1ight, ‘and -said unto
I have’ ‘heard” thy' prayer;

self for a house of sacrifice, .- . .

cilable -notions. Inspired? The
‘Bible is- not even intelligent. It
is' not even good craftsmanship,
but is full of absurdities and con-
tradijetions.

this place to my-

lions of Christians still base their

belief in a God upon the words of

the Bible, which is a collection of
the most flabbergasting fictions
ever imagined—by men, too, who
had lawless hut- very poor and
crude imagination, -~ Ingersoll and

numerous other critics have .shot}
the Christian holy book full of

holes. It is worthless and proves

nothing concerning the existence

of a-God. The idea of a God .is
worthless and unprovable.

TAKE YOUR CHOICE

If the Bible, - whiech Christiang
beliéve is the word of God, is in-
spired and infallible, Why does 3t
have two distimetly opposite ver-
gions of many thmgs" God’s ma-
ture and God's opinions and God's

‘wishes aré contradictorily reported; ness.”

in Holy Writ.

Tt s stated, for example,
Genesis 1, 81 a8 follows: “And
God saw everythmg' that he had
made, and behold
.good.”
stated: “And
Lord that he had madé man on
the earth, and it grieved hlm at
his heart.”
tiah Believe both - statements’

In Chromcles Vu,

: »agreement

no man can approach.” .

this  reference. s . contradictorily

it wias  Very
But in Gehesis vi, 6 it is
it ‘repented - the

Does the ‘good Chrls-‘

| mixtyre iof
jments—-—an&

12, 16, we‘

For now have I chosen and sané-
tified this house that my name may
be there forever; and mine eyes
and my heart shall be there per-
petually.” ~Then in- Acts vii, 48
we read: - “Howbeit the Most
High dwelleth not in temples made
with ‘hands.” ) ’

Whether God. p1eferred the
darkness or the light seemed to
be uncertain to_the Hebrew prophi-
ets of the Most High; but if the
Bible were thomughly .inspired
there should have .been perfect
But in 1. Tlmothy vi,
16 God is referi'ed to.in this man-
ner: “DWelhng in the light whlch
On t,he
other hand, in 1 Kings viii, 12

made: “The. Lord ‘said that he
would dwell in, the thlck dark-
And in Psalm xviii we are
totd about God: - ‘‘He .made dark-
ness his secret-.place,” And in
Psalm xcvii, 2. we. are told:
“Clouds. and darkness -are round
abeud -him? -

Such contfaﬂitttens are éommon
in-the. Bible. ;ANatura;Hy t&}m"hﬂp-"
pened; - as. the’ Bil s a ol
tiop. of books . g&:\tten .at_different
tinges by differenb. mén-a- mrange

‘&Y%“ of lne on =

HIDDEN GODS

Look at the God idea from any
angle, and it is foolish, it doesn’t
make sénse, but extravagantly
proposes more mysteries than it
assumes to explain. ¥or instance,
is” it sensible that a réal God
would leave mankind in such con-
fusion and debate about his char-’
acter ‘and his laws?

There have been many alleged
revelations of God. There have,]
indeet, beén many Gods as there
have been many Bibles. And in
differéent agés aand different lands
an endless game of guessing and
disputing has gohe on. Men havs
argued blindly about God.. They
still’ algue——)ust as - bhndly

And if there is a God, we must
conclude ‘that he has v‘;llfully left
men in ‘the dark.

Assuming his . exigtence, then it
would foHow that he would have
perfect ability to give. a complete
and universal explanation of him-
self, so that all men. could see.and
know without further uncertainty..

['A real God could. exhibit himself|

clearly to all men and have all

men, follewing hig will to the.last!:
letter -without. a doybt.or.a. slip.{] Ly oo
But when we examine even cur-| (e
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.Hé has not -_‘v
-wanted men to know about ‘him.

elations of God, the many theo-
ries and arguments, the many “and
diverse principles of piety, we per-
ceive that all this talk about God

dering of human ignorance.

There has been no reality in the
God idea which men could discover
and.-agree upon. The spectacle
has been exactly what we should
expect when men deal with theo-
ries' of something which does not
exist. ‘

Hidden Gods—no Gods-—all we
see: i3 man’s poor guesswork.

Priests ~and preachers have
tricked, terrified and exploited
mankind. They have lied for “the
glory of God.” They have held
threats over mankind for ‘“the
glory of God.” They have col-
lected immense financial tribute
for “the glory of God.” What-
ever may be said about the char-
acter of. individuals among the
clergy, the character of the pro-
fession as a whole has been dis-
tinctly and drastically anti-human.
And of course the most sincere
among the clergy have been the
mest dangerous, fo1 they have
been willing to go to the most
extreme lengths of intolerdnce for
“the glory of God.”

PERHAPS religion might be dis-
missed as unimportant if it were
merely theoretical. It is difficult,
however, if not impossible to sep-
arate theory and practice. Re-
ligion, to be sure, is full of in-
consistencies between .theory. and
practice; but there is and has
always been sternly and largely a
disposition of religion to enforce
its theory. in the conduct of ‘life;
religion has meant mnot simply
dogmatism in abstract thinking
but intolerance in legal and social
action. Religion interferes' with
life and, being false, it necessa-
rily interferes very much to the
detriment of the sound human in-
terests of life.

FOR CENTURIES men have sought
in the most unusual and devious
ways to prove the existence of a
God. "But evidently a God, if
there were a God, has been hid-
ing, out. He has never been dis-
covered nor proved. < One would
think a God, if any, should have
revealed * himself unmzstakably
Isn’t - thle non-appearance of . a
|God (the non-appearance of a.God
in’the “shape of a single. bit of
‘evidence for his. existence) a
pretty strong, sufficient proof of
non-existence ?

‘A Gop of love, a God of wrath,
a God of -jealousy, a God of big-
otry, a God of vulgar tirading,'a
God - of cheating and lylng—yes
the Christian God is given all of

these characteristics, and isn’t it

4 wretched mess to be offered to
men in this twentieth century?
The beginning of wisdom, the be-
ginning of humanism, the begin-
ning of progress is the rejection
of this absurd, obscene, extrava-
gantly impossible myth of a God.

RELIGION, throughout the great-
er part of its history, has been a
form of “holy” terrorism. It
still aims ils terrors at men, but
modern realism and the spread of
popular enlightenment has pro-
gressively robbed those terrors of
their old-fashioned effectiveness.
Wherever men take religion very
seriously—wherever there is de-

‘I vout belief—there is also .the in-

separable feeling of fear.

CHRISTIAN theology has taught
men that they should submit with
unintelligent resignation to the
worst real evils of life and waste
their time in consideration of im-
aginary evils in “the life to come.”

sorily the many contradictory rev-|«

has been merely the natural floun-|{

ligion.

Saci'ed Books G'E
Spooky Trash |

To caIl the Chrlstw,n Blble the
Sacred Book is evidence of a
naive, provincial. mind.. There is
a fantastic string of Sacred Books
or collections of supposed divine
laws and wisdom, each revered .as
specially and exclusively. rholy by
the devotees of 3 partlcula.r Te-
Mohammedans regsrd .the
Koran as sacred. - Hirdus have
their sacred wntmgs The. an-

cient Greeks - and Ro:nans had

their sacred mythology- (and- my-
thology, mind you, ls,s1mply the
name we give to the 1mages and.
beliefs of ‘a religion that .is. no
longer fashionable). The .Egyp-
tians had their sacred Book .of
the Dead. The Babylonians. had
sacred revelations and legends.

« The Christian Bible is .not
unique. It falls into .the well-
known classification = of . Sacred
Books, full of legends and myths
and fairy tales and .g grotesque
assortment of yarns, some .of them
interesting and others stupld and
incredible. A bit of ‘human. hxs—
tory can be traced here and there
in these Sacred Books, for natur-
ally they reflect the thoughts.and
lives of the peoples who eompiled
these books... Yet the :picture is.
amazingly distorted. : Fact . and
fancy mingle so closely and g0
lawlessly that it ig difficult for
even the most painstaking schélars
to determine whether certain pas-
sages have or do not. have a his-
torical value. As history, all of
these Sacred Books, the Christian
Bible includéd,, are -admittedly poor
reliance for the conscientious ‘and

exact historian. He. finds ‘a little
material scattered through these
holy writings that may assist_ him
in building up a picture of . an-
cient times: but he cannat_ depend
upon these writings for. a ' true
picture and most of the. stuff is
worthless—worse, it throws diffiz
culties in the way of the historian.

Similarly, it may be .said.that
gleams of literature are found in
these Sacred Books; s .of
course human Ilterature, it is.
poetry or it is, .in spots, .a kind
of realism that is not at all de-
vout nor_religious;. but, taken a8
a whole, these Sacred Bookg do
not ‘have ‘a hxgh htergry 1
Honestly viewed, apart Fre jsmus
preconceptions,. how much_ﬁ'_'ef the
Christian Bible can be - read- wzth
interest and appreclatmn as’ ’,tera-
ture? It is a very mmor portion.
Pages and .pages are ﬁlled w1th
clumsy and’ unreadable; nonsense.
For the most part 1ts fantasnes
are not good lxterature The’ Book
of Revelation, for example is
dreary and windy and lll—concelved
foolishness.

Even fantasxes have an art of
their own—a very specul and dif-
ficult art—but the fantasies of re-
ligion are not as a rule artistic.
The reason for this, no doubt, -is
that profoundly religious men are
too seriously foolish—that is to
say, fanatical and irrational and
deluded—to be good artists. The
great artist, in order to create
a perfect illusion, must beware
of taking his illusion too seriously.
He must love it (artistically) be-
cause it ¢s an-illusion. When he
mistakes it for the truth and be-
comes evangelical about 'it, ‘then
he departs from the style and
aim of art.

But to return to- our mam
theme: Sacred: Books am many.
and, after all, they are boringly
commonplace. One thing -noticea-
ble is that the level of wisdom in
these books is very low in-compar-

[Please turn to page three
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A Word About This Paper

We wish to explain briefly to new readers that the pohcy of The
American Freeman is one of complete freedom in the discusion of
This is not what is called a “respectable’ paper-—-fhat is
to say, a-paper which treats popular prejudices politely” dnd hesmateq
to express opinions that are bold, unusual and to many startlmg
In fact, we want, to startle our readers into thinking. We consider
that a really 1mportant paper is one which arouses the most intense
“So, if you are prepared to go along with us With ” xood
sportsmanship in our free policy, we invite you most cordlally to be-
come -readers of The American Freeman—the one. paper in ‘America
which is free and fearless in discussing all’ questlons, whether réli-
gious or pohtxcal or economic or sacial or moral or what not"
subscription price is $1 a year ($1.50 in Canada and other fofergn
' Use the followmg order blank =

The
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The Amerxcan Fréeman, Girard, Kansas

I am enclosing $1 (or $1.50. Canada and forelg\n) 101,
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A ﬂebdte Between a Mystzc Scwntist‘
a"d E HaM@mﬁn-Jultm .

prompﬁ%ﬁu la:rge ‘number of our
readers to- dsk for @ Teply in the
columns’ of “The Freeman. Fipf.
E’limgtoms mme in the
ofj'sczgnce ‘also
utiwk. Wlbeir o brtef and diemiz
sibaty critical, notice of Kis uibér-
" “Those whko ure famitiar
with ﬂz main. currents of modern
thought- and with ths attitude of
$tiemte-~~8f the gmst ajority -of
the word's” first-rate - sétentisty—
wﬁl Kiiow that Prof. Eddingtom. is
one of ‘a small group of eoccentric
wmen of weience who, aside from
thetr special fields of finvestiga-
tum, "lopse into an incurable and
meony mysticism. Many, however,
will Be 1impréssed by Sir Arthur's
statements because of his posttion
in the seientific world and will
viistakenly - eoncliide that- he is
smking sor?mtiﬁcwy He s of
o more’ “dpiking scien-
fiesity than Bzity -Sunday would
‘he. if ‘he were to say the same
things: Now we reprint Prof. Ed-
dington’s speech and follow it with
a: short analysis by E. Haldeman-
Julius.

Prof Eddmgtons Speech

-A striking change of scientific
views is in regard to determinism,
the view. that the future is pre-
destined and that time merely
turns over the leaves of a story
that is already written.

Until’ recently this was almost
umversall‘y accepted as the teach-
ingof science, at least in regard
to t;h_e ‘material universe. It is
the ' distinctive principle  of the
mechamshc outlook  which some
years ' ago supetseded the crude
materialistic answer. 'But ‘today
phérsical théory is not méchanis-
“Now-it'is built 6n a fouhda-

supposed determinism. ‘So far as
we have yet gone in our probing
of i the matérxal univerge, We can-
Aot find a’ particle of- evulenee in
fa‘wr 6F 69&’&27::!13:8&2 :

'I’h.ere i no longer, 1 think, any
i &doubf, our mhutlon of free

queace ‘of" thoughts gnd decisions.

Our facilties, our purposes are|

genuine, and’ ours is the . responsi-
bility' for. what ensues from them.

1 have said'that physical science
is aloof “from’ this transmutation.
If 1T am posltwe on this side of
fhe questxon, it is not as a scien-
tist that I claim to speak.

In our own nature, all through
t_he conduct of our consciousness
with' g hature transcending ours,
there ‘are other things which claim
thé same kind of vecognition—a
sense of ‘heauty, of morality, and
finally at the root of all spiritual
réligion an experience which we
describe as the copsciousness - of
(xod .

Ywould say that when from the
hufian" henrt the ery goes up,
“What is it all about"" it is no
true: answev to look only at- that
vpart of experience which comes to
us theoygh certain 8ensory organs
and: reply. “It is' about ‘atoms and
chapg, i€ is about a ‘universe of:
ﬁery globes movmg on to impend-
ing. dooii; it is. about nofi-coni-
puted' slgebra”; but rather is it
about . a- spirit in -which truth has
ils: shrine, = with - potentialities’ of
self:fulfilment” in its respose to
heguty - and’ right.

It medns. a great deal to me to
conceive of God as Him through
wham comes power and guidance,
bat just: Wﬁ;‘;ﬁ Af mieans so much
I have no use for it if it is only
ﬂcbim_t'whach will not gtand close
j Cgu we not: give
f"'rance that there-is sueh
a G*nd in teality and that belief
in hun js not merely a sop to my
lm)%ged underatandxng" .

analyze that which we esll
religioys experience. we. shall find
that. ft 8. m ely a ‘personification
of certain abstract principles.
The- fact ‘that scientific methed
seems 1o ¥educe God to something
like “an ethlcal codlé nidy * throw
some light on the mnature of the
sejeritific: method. T doubt that it
throws much light. on the ndture
of .Ged. . Jf the “éonsideration of
rél;gibus merieme ‘in the light
oi - paychelogy - seems tq. rémove
from: the coneeption of God every
attnbute ‘of love; it is pertirient
to: Congider whether something of
thé same sort hss not happened
té our human friends after psy-
ch\'ﬂogy hat systematized them.

{the nature of that

vhich Kiows: nothmg of this|

1éms to be ‘solved..

A lﬁ . )
experlence itself but 1 bid hxm
hold fast te his own knowlegge Qf

Fhittk  that - that - .
nearer to the ulttmate
codifying axd JiiF

Tt st
theory we continue our. Mbb‘ h
reach purely objective tHilhs, w

that only = mathﬂluﬁﬁal symbol
cen: inhahit it. '

In the other grest miodérn .| wie thign A
velopment .of physics, the aarituni|?

theory, we have, if I am net mis«

come content to analyze thé phys-
ical universe into ultimate ele-
ments which are frankly subjec-
tive. -

If it is diffienlt to geparate mﬂ:
the su‘bjectxve eiemeut i ow

sciousriess where subject end ob-
ject, that which knows and that
which is known, are one and the
same.

I have been laying great stress
on experience, speaking of the
problem of experience. ¥n this
I am following the dictates of
modern physics. I do not wish
to imply that every experience is
to be taken at face value. There
is such a thing as emotion, and
we must try not to be deceived.
In any attempt to go deeply into
the meaning of religious experi-
ence we are confronted by the
difficult problem of how te de-
tect and eliminate delusion and
self-deception. I fully recognize
that that problem exists, but I
must excuse-myself from attempt-
ing a solution.-

The operatlon -of cuttmg out de-
lusion in the spiritual domain re-
‘quires” a delicate surgical knife,
and the only knife that ‘I, as- &
physicist, ecan mampulate iz a

[ Bludgesn which it is true crushes,

illusion but at the same time|
crushes everything of non-material

'mgmﬁcance, and even reduces the
‘material world to a" state of un-

creativeness.

I am convinced that lf in phys—
ics we pursue to the hitter. end
our attempt to reach purely ob-
Jeetive reality we should simply
undo - the work of e¢reation and
present the world as we. might
conceive it to have. been .before
the Spirit moved on the face of
the waters.

The spiritual element in our
experience is the creative element,
and if we remove it as we are
trying to do in physics, on the
ground that it always creates an
lllusion, we must reach what was
in the 'beginning.

Reasoning is our great ally in
the quest for truth, but reasoning
can only start from premises. At
the beginning of the argument we
must always come back to our in-
nate convictions. There are such
convictions at the base even of
physical science.  We¢ are helpless

‘unless we admit also, as perhaps

the strongest conviction of all,
‘that we have within us some power
of self-criticism to test the. truth
of our cénvictions.

This is not infallible, that is to
say, it is not infallible when as-

neither is reasoning infallible when
practiced by our blundering intel-
ligence. To secure that we are
not withoeut this guidance when
we emibark on the adventure of
spiritual’ life, uncharted though
it be, it is sufficient that we Carry
a compass. .

Mr. Haldemm-hlus Reply

In his rather airy and vague
remarks about the latest deveiop-
ments in science (espécially in
physxcal theory), Prof. Eddington.
is taking advantage of an-old tric
of theologians : namely, he is us-| .
ing mystery as a
existence of a- , althe
tery is surely proof of nothmg
save that there are further_ prob-
T -do° nic
that this is a trick, censcic
with Prof. Eddmgton e
not dispute hig sincérity; heé |

Determinism seems to work
gard to the temperaments of, say,

help being mystieal.
being skeptical. I am ot willing

-does not.-fall within my scepe
te mvs the. questxoner the assur-
'ﬁ_ "‘.,H'f”_', . ; )

4

to dccept statéments without pr
and w1thout the demonstratian. of

what results? A world g0 shetravt

dxstmsmsh it wlusa wm toﬂ
'the problem of 3 self-knowing con- | aliti

sociated with -‘human frailty, but|

ihe | fon
| bia belmf in -inthition.

2 mystical mind and he can’t he}p' -,
it.
quite as we should ‘expect ‘with re- |

pemnce, ‘to be sure, deals in.sym-
bels and abstraactlons -which ;he

e, that in thé mlihivitr

taken, abandoned the aims gnd te- mt

forms; or aym’beh miy represent
problems remaining for selution.
If we are tom that hf& is s séﬁ

ipond, "
‘I would extend that state-
ment by saying that symbels must
correspond to realifies. - The medt
exuberant and lawless mystical im-
agination has never created vis-
ions out of mnothing. Even Sir
Arthur’s mystical concepts must
refer, although in a disterted or
(from a logical point of view)
nebulous senge, to the world he
lives in. If he tries to define a
God (which I notice he does not)
he must offer a definition that is
drawn from the human conscious-

sensations that, interpret  them
mystieally as he will, -Sir Arthur
‘derivés from . very - materlal con-
tdct with thé world.

"In his’ thinking as in -his. be-
havior man -is -subjéct to and ke
reflects the - operationg of detei-
minism. This doesn’t mean that a
God . drew up in advance a. coms|
‘plete plan . of action for human
beings. - Theré is no evxdence any-
where' in nhature, Wor can anyone
reasonably form a picture of, such
a conscious detnrminer or law-
giver.. Whit is demonstrably true,
however, is that nothing- happens
‘without a-cause; that - all ‘behgvior|
is’ caused or -conditioned; “that the
‘phenomena “we observe throughout
nature are understandable orly
w1th reference to . other phenom-
ena. Sir. Arthm for instance,
daes not live in & free and ‘perfect
world of his' own, where his
thoughts or hns actions are inde-
pendent of other -bemgs or other
forces. He lives in a conditioned
—4.- e,, a deterministic—world. ‘He
says briefly that determinism is
no longer an idea held valid in
the scientific world—but that is
certainly an exaggeration and,
worse, a confusing assertion.

As I understand it, Sir Arthur
has found certain kinds of behavior
in atoms which he cannot fully
understand and which, so far as
he can see, are not subject ‘to de-
terminism. This is a very feeble
argument  againat determinism.
What it amounts to, after all, is
that Sir Arthur and  his  fellow
physicists have othei . .investiga-
tions ahead of them; that et -us
Puggest they have other laws to
digcover; that the p;cture of life
is. hat complste It is; even so,
a long and ludicious . ery - from
his dlswvery of apparent con-
fusion .in the behavior of atoms
to the old theory of free will,
Does Prof: Eddmgton mean - to
te‘ll us that atoms or. electrons
have free wil? Or does he mean
to say that atoms ér eleztrons re-
spond eccentrically, confusedly,
to the eccentric and whimsical
free will of a God? Bither idea
is meaningless. Let us rémind.
ourselves further that all of the
knowledge which. Prof. Eddir ton,
has gained or that his. fellow.scien-

result of &aﬁmte, pamstakmg ih-
yestigations. ' Tt has not conte—
pét ‘one’item of thls kmwledgew
by intuition.

The whole case of Prot. Edctmg‘-
for ~mysticisnr -is bagsd upsn
Yét he
¢annot géint to @ single piece of
kndwledge which man has: obtained
through intuition. When Prof.
Eddington talks to us about phys-
.fes——:when ‘he reports tfrscovenes
3 m; pkys ig  using}

f“

:enses  When Prof, Eddington
F
re}ymx ont intmtmn anq the:

Sir Arthur and myself. He can't|hé uses
I'can’t help d, ‘we

Agleammon world of  evidence.?
y-|taka® by Sir Arthur is compara-

; wbmh Sir Arthur “asserts along

Py
-|77es it, seen’ to be nothing more

ness, which is to say the human|-

tists have gained has comie: ‘a8 the|

. gbtained - throngh hig] L8
Iks to us about & God, he. is :

eb;a c:n lmuw ﬁxat Gnd hut Pmi ‘

,Mgte 3& ﬁlﬁ.ts: that he|—
cam't - prové' or demonstrate this
private, mlnar God of hls mind.

Eddmgton tells us - %e hms felt?
rlf he coqid pub thés “emerlence”

r ;we ‘might
t. it then the ‘case 'would- he
illarent and there’ waqlé be-a bit

,whut £ Tike -my-
H-do %!t di!!!mss me Edding-
on's $soteric; ob;acqi'e; ‘indefnon-
strabie God as & -queer notion
I;wmg fio value whatever in the

Quite obviously, the position
ble-with ‘that takeh by the “spir-
itual” preacher whé says that the
“sfived” ean “feel and know” God
by seme mysterious mental pro-
ceig  which doesn’t make sense,
I‘!us “feeling and- knowing” God

- evangeligtic tribe of
g ‘when one anal-

nor-less than the act of belisving
withéut the 'slightest evidenes. Sir
Arthur wants to bélieve in a God.
He expresses his belief confidently
and yét is very hazy about the
.conditions of that belief; he says
frankly that the belief can’t be
proved and that one can never
know whether another man (Sir
Arthur, for example) is suffering
from a hallucmatlon or reporting
a real ‘“experience” when he
claims to have 1)r1vate knowledge
of a God. "

This so-called prlvate knowledge
is, I think, as bad as no knowledge.
Knowledge should be. able to stand
the light of publicity and prove
itself. Who knows (just to play

longer) whether Sif Arthur knows
God? Accordmg to his own argu-
ment, he. is the only man who €an
know whether he knows. And he
admits that, to the best of our
mdgment and for all ‘the evidence
that we have to the: contrary, he
may . be suﬁermg from: a ‘halluci-
nation. Going by the evidence,
ot merely of Sir Arthurs ‘state-
ments but of the world of common
'sensti-and reatity, T thif¥ We 4re’
justified in saying that Sir Arthur
is- seduced .and eonfused by a hal-
lucmation that ‘is on. a level with
the “spiritual conversion” and jim-
jams of a Baptist yokel in the hills
of Arkansas. - .

I advance the comparxsan’ not.
msmtmgly but. in a - scientific
gpirit. The Baptist yokel and Sir
Arthur " use 'precisely the same
tone. 'They just ‘“know” in their
innards- that there is a God, and
what’s the use of evidence or
argument? The distinctive thing
about the mystic is that what he
“knows” is usually wrong—unless
he gets to work and proves it.
Until Prof. Eddmgton proves his
alleged knowledge of a God, we
ecan only stick to our opinion that
the poor, tired man is taking a
rest from thinking and "getting
his “kick” out of his pet hallu-
cination rather than alcohol.

Sacred Books‘
Concluded ,fram page two)

ison with llterature that is not
considered sacred. The. great art,
the superior wisdom, the brilliant
intelligence and fancy, the serious
and . endurmg reflections of life
are found in profane as distin-
guished from sacred literature.

Mankind have really learned
nothing from their Sacred Books.
The simple laws and truisms found
therein, when these happen to be
reconcilable with an intelligent
view of life, are not remarkable.
They are the obvicus, simple state-
méiits of the experience of men
in the early periods of history.
The great storé of huyman cul-
ture is found -in the non-sacred
immortals such as Shakespeare,
Cerv nties, . Gotthe, Veltaire, Bal-
zac, Heine, Nietzsche, Shelley, and
the -host of other ‘splendid think-
ers and artists whése names are
famihar to the tace.

Do we wish the soundest, most
realiptie-wisdom? - _
in ‘the Sacred Books; but in the
books of the non-sacrzd writers.
(These: terms, ‘sacred and non-
sacred, we are using of course in
the

this game of niysticism a moment |

~-We-find it nott

onveantiongl sense ami not’
. | the

ls a reaklsi Pﬁvate Delusmn

-

with any -serious Ibellef that the
terthe represent real distinctions.)

Do ‘we wish trustwortky, ample
and consistent vécords of thé de-

":,.’_, vélopment of society and the large|
°f1 N activities of mapkind which are

.| déseribed as history? We ‘do not
find them in the Sacred Books—
we-must turn fo the profane his-
{drians.

Do we wish sclentlﬁc informa-
tiop about the world? Qbviously
m cmmot find it in the Sacred

-—we must go té the records
of the. non-sacréd scientists.

Do we wish magnificent poetry,
which is8 human and yet ineffably
bedatiful? .We find it most beau-
tifully in the lines of Shakespeare
or Shelley or Heine and other pro-
fane poets?

Do we wish wit, fancy, or culti-
vated pictures? We find them in
superior form throughout profane
literature. = -

Sacred Books are, from every
point of view, wretchedly inferior
in value. They have, for the
most part only the fictitious value
which is ascribed to them by un-
eritical helievers in supernatural
nonsense. - Let us- conclude with
the . blunt assertion .that nine-
‘tenths of the contents of Sacred
Books are the worst trash that
men could conceivably have lumped
together, the very turbid seethings
and tag-ends and dregs of men’s
stupidity and fear and bigotry.

CAN GOD LIE?

This question is put to Chris-
tians who believe that the - Bible
unerringly describes God and re-
ports the commands and the char-
acteristics of God. If there is a
God, it is natural that we should
wish to be quite correct in our
understanding of that God's na-
ture. So we ask: Can' and does
God lie?

Looking this point .up in the
mazes of Holy Writ, we discover
confusion. In Numbers xxiii, 19
'we are told: “God is not a man,
that he“should lie.” This is put
even more strongly in Hebrews
vi, 18, where we read: ,
impossible for God'.to Ile »

‘But do these c1taﬂ3ns settle the
matter? Ah, no, we are upset in
our: ealculations: the moment we
turn. to. 2i,Thessalonians .ii,-.11,
where we:read: “For . this cause
God shall send them strong delu-
sions, that they ‘should believe a
lie” And in 1 Kings xxii, 23,
God is thus reported: “Now,
therefore, behald,. the .Lord hath
put a lying spirit in the mouth
of ‘all these thy prophets, and the
Lord hath' spoken evil concerning
thee.”

Can God lie? Can the Bible lie?
Anyway, there is a mistake some-
where. The big mistake is in en-
tertaining the idea of a God.

WHEN we read that some minor
scientist (usually a skilled tlech-
nical worker but not a thinker
in science) has “found God” some-
where, we are not excited. We
know this is only a form of words,
meaning only that the scientific
worker, turning away  from
science, has rediscovered the stale

-told assumption of theology, “There

is a God.” We find invariably
(as we should expect) that there
is no batlsfactory definition or

1description or identification or loca-

tion or proof of a God. “God”
is merely a word, whether it is
used by a preacher or by a mystic
in a laboratory.

' THE FACT that millions of people
still believe in a hell of eternal
punishment for sinners and unbe-
lievers is a dramatic reminder of
the need for persistent, progres-
sive education of the masses. We
have as yet only begun to realize
the possibilities of progress. But
science, rationalism and humanism
have pointed the way, they have
taken the first great steps, and we
must keep right ahead on the
highway of modernism.
DoN't take our word for
Read the Bible itself.
statements of preachers.

And you

will understand that God is the|§
the | g

‘most desperate character,
worst villain, in all fiction,

joy. and liberty.

slavB8 of a QGod.
assures meén that. they aré the in-

vvest;gators and users of nature

God is takeén
as a wote respectable word. than

= | ghost, but it means no HioE8.
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“It was|

it. | §
Read the 4

COMMONLY, those who have pro-|¥
fessed the strongest motives of | ¥
love of a God.Hhave demonstrated |S
the deepest hatred toward human!§

THEISM tells men that they are
Atheism|

BELIEF in ‘gods and behef in
ghusts is ‘identicgl.

The Meanmg af Athetsm
| "By E Haidemaa-.lulms Cozed

ek

Atheism is accurstely defined as the denial of the, assumm
of theism. The theist affirms that there is a God running the: uni-
verse; he declares that the idea-of such a God is uecessary-to an

understanding of Life;

; he offers various arguments or; as he- ratller

presnmptuously calls them, evidences for his God idea.

hat is the pesition, logically, -

of the atheist? . He will mot

uy in a mild, uncertain fashion that he doesn’t kmow whether the
ides is true or that it is an open question. .He:has studied care-
fally the case for and against theism. He finds that case: utterly
insupportable, lacking any real or positive evidence, defendéd by
arguments which are easily discovered to be casuistic and falhclous,
and linking itself with other supplementary uiens wluch are in-

credible.

The atheist perceives that in lnstory, in every bmcli of sclenu,
in the plainly observable realities ‘of kife and in the procdsses of
common sense there is mo place for the picture of 2 God; the idea
doésn’t fit in with a calmly reasoned and realistic view of life. The
atheist, therefore, denies the assumptions of theism because they

are mere agssumptions and are net proved ;
evidences, against the idea of theism, are overwhelming. -

whereas the costrary
“He t:lm

a clear-cut pasition. To proclaim_ fimself an agnostic, while to
nlleltmtgkwm mreaputabl&nlanﬁus,wqﬂkh
say in effect that he hadn’t decided what te believe. - .

We can understand, of course, why many prefer to call thn-

selves agnostics. They don’t wish to ‘appear

bigoted. Or they- are

honestly in' doubt and feel that the idea of God may’ or may not be
true; yet with scarcely an exception the altitude of -the agno\txc
is the same as that of the atheist—he denies the assumptions of

theism—his disbelief in Ged, as an agnostic, is quite as strong teall

as the atheist’s dishbelief.

But atheism is not in the least bigoted.

Y
It is a condnsun.

reached by the most reasonable methods and ome which is net as-
serted dogmatically but is explained in its every feature by the
light of reason. The atheist does not boast of knowing in:a wain-
glorious, empty sense. He understands by knowledge the most rea-
sonable and clear and sound position one can take on the basis of
all the evidence at hand. . This evidence convinces him that theism
is not true and his logical posltmn then, is that of atheism.. .

We repeat that the atheist is one who denies the asumphons»
of theism. He asserts, in other words, that he doesn’t believe in a
God because he sees no goad reason for behevmg ina Goﬂ Tht s

athelsm—and that’s good sense.

rs

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL

The problem of evil has always|j
been a mischievous, difficult trap
of tormented logic for: theologians.
They have -affirmed dogmatically
the existence of an all-powerful
and omniscient and benevolent God
—but in explaining the evil things
in the world they have been not!
at all deft but rather desperate.

We have been told that God
created only the good and not the
evil—but that doesn’t jibe with
the theory of a God who has com-
plete power. If he can’t prevent
evil, then he is a limited God with
a grave element of weakness.

Others have argued that God
permitted the evil for purposes of

onstratmn

his own, which were 1eally good
purposes but beyond man’s finite
comprehension. But that is

harassed recourse of a man who

is in a corner and can think of |

nothing better to say. It is an
argument that admits of no dem-

It ‘assumes sumething'
that can’t be pmved, It lsn’t sat-
isfactory.

Agaan, we are told that thele is
no evil in_the World—-etha(t ‘when
we  regard. ce):tam phenomena as
evil it.is only because we. have a
distorted view—that all thmgs are
good if we could only understand
them truly. And that again is
wild assertion without. even the
appeajance of logic. ... ..

Yes, the pleblem of evil is too
much for theologians. It can’t
be reconciled with the God idea.:

It is understandable only in a
naturalistic, atheistic view of
things. v

AFTER ALL, the prineipal objec-
;tion which a thinking man has to
religion is that religion is mnot
true—and is mnot even sane.

THE FEAR of gods and devils
is never anything but a pitiable
degradation of the human mind.

A Chance for Bold Propaganda

Do you realize that this Atheist Special Edition is unique in @

history of American journalism?

Never has a national weekly news-

paper devoted an entire issue to this one subject of atheism, concen-

trating the most direct and daring

volleys of propaganda against the

agelong and arrogant bunk of religion. ‘We are sure that, after read-
ing this Atheist Special Edition, you will agree that its Dropagtmda

possibilities are immense.

We have done our part.

We have given

you excellent material to use in combating the false ideas of religion.

Won't you cooperate with us still
for this Atheist Special rEdition:.’
that you order a bundle of 50 or

more by sending in extra orders
Use Method No. 1 (which méans
more copies for your own distri-

bution, at the rate of 2¢ a copy)—or Method No. 2 (which means
that you send us a list of 50 or more mames to whom we are to:send
the Atheist Special Edition at the rate of 2¢ a copy)—or Method No.
3 (which means that you order 50 or more copies, at the rate of 2c

a copy, sent to good names in our

possession). Use the’ 'or-der blank

%
i
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0 %Wmumﬁwmmmmmmmm

ORDER BLANK FOR ATHEIST SPECIAL EDITION

The American Freeman, Girard, Kansas

The Atheist Specxal Edition is bald, successful pxopaganda
~—and I want to help give 1t extra circulation.

method marked below.

: Method No. 1. Send me a
Atheist Special Edition, at 2¢

Method No. 2. Send
Editton to the enclosed names

enclosing $.........
ing at the rate of 2¢ a copy.
Method No. 3.

good names in your possession,
the rate of 2¢c a ¢opy.

Name ..

copies, for which I am enclosing §

, Which pays for the 'papels and the mail-

I am enclosing $
pay for. your mailing cepieés of the Atheist Special -Edition to

I am using the
bundle of ‘capies. of the .
per copy, minimum’ order 50

......

----------

. coples of the Athelst Spec1alb
and addresses, for which I am

X Whieh ’-is?to '

.........

2

said copzes -being pald fer at-’;



THE AMERICAN FREEMAN, GIRARD, KANSAS

One Dollar by the Year

T lem

sreat

“Book Sale for December! Any ‘Book on This Page for Only 19¢

he Biggest 19¢c Sale In All Book History!

Take Advantage of These Astounding Cut-Price Offers Before Midnight December 31!

" Butil December 31, 1930, AND ONLY UNTIL THEN, the Book
Bargain of the Menth Club is offered a second list of worth-while
beoks. This time we have selected a group of the most popular
sellers we have in stock and are offering them to you far below the

ar cost to wus.
:;zgen bave sold at 50c to $1.

Some of these books have sold at 30c, most

Let this group of books help to solve your gift problem at
Christmas time. You will find books suitable for every member of
yetr family, end something to interest every one of your friends.

Sit right down and carefully go over the great number of mar-

velous bargains listed below.

After reading the descriptions of

these beoks you are bound to find fot one but many that yoa do
not mew own, and which you really need. All persons will be
entitled to select any or all of this large list of books at the arwaz-

ingly low price of 19¢, and will also be enrolled as a member of

the Boek Bargain of the Month Club without additional cost, with-
owt future obligations or dues. The books listed on this page are
bound i stiff covers. They contain an average of 60,000 words;
large, clear type; handsomely printed; good paper.

REMEMBER WE PREPAY THE POSTAGE ON ALL ORDERS!

FARMINGTON

A eomplete novel which is Clavenca|.

Darrow’s own charming story of his
boyhood. Full of Darrow’s intevest-
ing philosophy, his humor—and here
and there a tear. This novel is Mr.
Darrow’s favorite work!

ZADIG, OR DESTINY

ZADAG f& a work of the renowned
Voltaire t¢kat ‘“says wmore than it
secems to say.’ This great book also
contains “Micromegas, which marks
the entire littleness of man and
man’s world in reference to the uni-
‘verse.”

CANDIDE

The best-known and finest work
of the great Voltaire. A satire on
the notion that this is the best of
all possible worlds. Order two
copies—one for yourself and one for
a friend. He is sure to thank you.

- AN EYE FOR AN EYE

A complete novel written by Clar-
ence. Darrow in which he vividly
shows the evils of capital punish-
ment. Look behind the bars with
America’s most famous criminal law-
ver. Let him take you into the most
forbidden .places. A gripping story
full of thrills! .

A SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY

One of the most famous books in
English = Literature. =~ Written by
Laurence Sterne. An intimate ac-
count of interesting travel experi-
ences. T

GRIMMS’ FAIRY TALES

Fascinating tales enjoyed as much
by the grown-ups as the-youngsters.
Written by Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm, noted philologists and my-
thologists, but whose popular fame
wag gained through this .collection
of charming stories.

THE SIGN OF THE FOUR

A Sherlock Holmes detective story.
By Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Solve
this mystery with the most famous
of all detectives in -the world of
fiction.

A STUDY IN SCARLET

Another thrilling adventure of
that great  detective, = Sherlock
Holmes. This is one of Mr. Doyle’s
mest popular stories.

PERSONS AND PERSONALITIES

This is a2 most unusual collection
of Paragraphs and Essays revealing
amazing facts and relating priceless
anecdotes in the lives of such famous
people as Sarah Bernhardt, Abraham
Lincoln, Anatole France, Osecar
Wilde, Mussolini and many others.
Written by E. Haldeman-Julius.

THE TRUTH ABOUT AIMEE
SEMPLE McPHERSON

A symposium by Louis Adamic and
others. “It is both difficult and dar-
ing to publish the truth abont any
religious quack.” That is why it
was so hard to get at the facts about
Aimee and her Foursquare Gospel.
But here is a complete expose of
the notorious woman evangelist.

JOHN BROWN, THE FACTS OF
HIS LIFE AND MARTYRDOM

E. Haldeman-Julius tells how the
Northern troops marched into battle
to-the tune of “John Brown’s Body”
2nd how on the eve of the Civil War
John Brown was hung as a traitor.
A snappy biography of a fighting
Kansan.

THE FUN I GET OUT OF LIFE

An Autobiographical sketch by
E. Haldeman:Julius in which he tells
with. charming humor of interesting
incidents, contacts and impressions.

CONFESSIONS OF A YOUNG
MAN

autobiography written
by George Moore. A Studio in Lon-
don, A Studio in [Paris—Artists,
Models, Poets—Love!

"% SEXUAL LIFE OF MAN,

- WOMAN AND CHILD ,

R SRR ot i

A davi

mation and facte not available else-
where,

~ LOVE’S COMING OF AGE

The most straightforward and at
the same time delicate discussion
of sexual problems that has ever
been published. Written by Edward
Carpenter, a famous sexologist. He
was persecuted for writing this dar-
ing work, but is now honored for
having given such valuable informa-
tion to the seekers of truth.

THE SORROWS OF YOUNG
WERTHER

By Goethe. The romantic love
story of poor Werther whose char-
acter you will admire, and whose
fate you are bound to cry over. A
famous masteérpiece.

THE HISTORY OF A WOMAN’S
HEART

Guy de Maupassant’s greatest
novel. A story that only this fa-
mous master of fiction could write.
Complete and unexpurgated.

THE MAID OF ORLEANS

The romantic tragedy of Joan of
Arc by Friedrich von Schiller.
Goethe said of 'this famous play:
“It is brave, well made and beau-
tiful; I know nothing to which it
can be compared.” Offered at this
unheard of low price.

FAUST

The title in itself challenges a two-
fold interest: in the age-old myth

itself and in the master, Goethe,
who has transformed it into a
classic. This classic comes in fwo

volumes. Until Dec. 31 only 38¢c for
both volumes.

NATHAN THE WISE

A story of liberalism and toler-
ance. By Gotthold Ephriam Les-
sing. Translated from the German
by Leo Markun.

WILLIAM CONGREVE'S WAY
OF THE WORLD

A lively and somewhat naughty
comedy with introductory notes and
criticisms. The plot is of an in-
volved attempt to marry a servant
to a wealthy old woman. You'll
like it!

THE WISDOM OF LIFE

The first part of Arthur Schopen-
hauer’s Aphorismen Zur Leben-
sweisheit. .. Translated, with a pref-
ace, by. T. Bailey Saunders. A most
unique work which tells us how to
live that we may obtain the great-
est amount of pleasure and success.

COUNSELS AND MAXIMS

Being the second part of Arthur
Schopenhauer’s Aphorismen zur Le-
bensweisheit. Also translated by T.
Bailey Saunders. “Not pleasure, but
freedom from pain, is'what the wise
man will aim at,” or so we are told
in this famous volume. Order both
THE WISDOM OF LIFE and
COUNSELS AND MAXIMS for the
complete work.

ON LIBERTY

By John Stuart Mill, noted British
philosopher. A work that boldly
sets forth ideas upholding truth and
tolerance. Only a man who under-
stood humanity could have written
it. )

EVOLUTION AND CHRISTI-

ANITY

By William M. Goldsmith. Do re-
ligion and science conflict? Has the
problem of man’s origin been solved?
These questions are answered in this
attractively bound book,

RESIST NOT EVIL

Clarence Darrow’s masterly expo-
sition of the doctrine of non-resist-
ance as applied to all kinds of evil.
Questions  of punishment, govern-
ment, criminal prosecution, etc., fully
considered. The most famous law-
yer in the world gives facts straight
from the shoulder. .

CLARENCE DARROW’S TWO
GREAT TRIALS

U TR twn  moet -V‘y"","W""" friols 3m

 which the eminent My. Darraw was
‘attorney for the defense were the

-1 Read this striking wseries of essays

Scopes Evolution Trial at Dayton
and the Sweet Murder Trial at De-
troit. These two trials are fully
described in this important book.
By Marcet Haldeman-Julius.

CLARENCE DARROW’S PLEA
"IN DEFENSE OF LOEB AND
LEOPOLD

A gripping plea for the lives of|

the two boy murderers that is more
than a plea, but the outline of a
dramatic incident that will tug at
your heart strings.

A REPORT OF THE REV. J.
FRANK NORRIS’ TRIAL

How the Rev. J. Frank Norris
killed a man. How he preached to
a church jammed full of people
after being indicted for murder.
How he was acquitted. Told vividly
by Marcet Haldeman-Julius.

CULTURE AND ITS MODERN
ASPECTS

What is culture? What does it
take to be a cultured man? Iy cul-
ture only for a small minority?

by ¥. Haldeman-Julius.

A ROAD-MAP TO LITERATURE

By Lawrence Campell Lockley and
Percy Hazen Houston. How many
times have you asked a friend whose
choice of literature you admived
what books to read? Here is a book
that contains a list of GOOD BOOKS
sure to help you decide what you
want to read.

WHAT IS WRONG WITH OUR
- SCHOOLS?

A symposium by Nelson Antrim
Crawford, Charles Angoff, William
Haines Brady and others. Edited
with an introduction by E. Halde-
man-Julius. .

PANORAMA

A book of gritical, sexual and
esthetic views, ...and the problems
such criticism involves. Wrilten by

Dr. Isaac Goldberg.

SNAP SHOTS OF MODERN LIFE

An assemblage of notes and essays
by E. Haldeman-Julius that has pro-
voked nation-wide comment. The
contents -of this book will make you
laugh—but best of all it will make
you think.

SANE AND SENSIBLE VIEWS
OF LIFE -

Is sex sinful? Is dancing an an-
cient art or evil? Is man ever to
be a thinking animal? These and
many other constantly discussed
problems of today arc contained in
this readable volume.

'

CLIPPINGS FROM AN EDITOR’S.
SCRAPBOOK 'l

Paragraphs and essays containingi
comments and criticisms. You will
find a spicy dash of a large number
of things in this collection of essays
by E. Haldeman-Julius.

ICONGCLASTIC LITERARY
REACTIONS

Snappy reactions to the present-
day censorship and the absurdities
of the moralists. It is well to read
such a book as this; it may serve
your own critical minds to recon-
sider a judgment that was perhaps
hasty. By E. Haldeman-Julius.

ELEMENTARY ALGEBRA SELF
TAUGHT :

By Lawrence A. Barrett., Con-
tains problems and answers. Com-
piled in a simple lucid fashion. If
you were denied the opportunity of
learning albegra sooner, or if you
need to - review your knowledge of
this subject, this is exactly the book
you need.

THE COMPLEAT ANGLER

A famous book intended especially
for fishermen and all who love the
sport of angling. But also a mas-
terpiece of literature. Written by
Isaak Walton.

truly thin and  believes? Read
what E. Haldeman-Julius has to say
on these questions.

AN AGNOSTIC LOOKS .AT LIFE

Challenges of a Militant Pen, by
E. Haldeman-Julius. If “truth” is
an elusive absolute; then isn't care-
ful thinking—thinking clear of the
entangling taboos of religion—the
nearest we can get to it?

A BOOK OF MYTHS AND
MYTH-MAKERS

“Mr. Edison Seeks Light on Im-
mortality,” “Mencken on the Bible,”
“Hell—from Dante to Darrow,”
“The Myth of Washington’s Prayer,”
“Damaged Souls,” “Grant and the
Civil War,” “The Decline of Brains
in the Republic.” These are only
a feu( of the many interesting titles
contained in this collection. By E.
Haldeman-Julius.

THIS TYRANNY OF BUNK

Are you capable of doing your own
thinking? Or are you afraid to
think for yourself and think as your
neighbor does because it's being

dolxe'." Read THIS TYRANNY O
BUNK. You may recognize your-
3&1}1 Written by ¥. Haldeman-
ulius.

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Who is better fitted for writing
the truth about the Catholic Church
than Joseph McCabe? Once a priest
and professor of this church you
may rest assured that he knows
what he is talking about.

DEBUNKING THE 'LOURDES
* “MIRACLES”

Until 1858 Lourdes was a quiet,
unheard-of village in the south of
France. A sensation was created
when in February of that year the
rumor ran that Mary, the mother
ot_ Christ, was appearing  almost
daily to a young peasant girl in
that town. Read the story as it is
told in - this fascinating book of
Joseph McCabe’s. Let him tell you
of the propaganda that makes
Lourdes the scene of a yearly pil-
grimage. -

IS THEISM A LOGICAL PHI-
LOSOPHY?

Here is the complete stenographic
report of the great debate between
the Rev. Burris Jenkins and E. Hal-
deman-Julius. These two debaters
went into the great question of
whether there is a God, and they
made controversial history.

THE ANTICHRIST

This is the best and finest trans-
lathn of Nietzsche's immortal mas-
terpiece. A special introduction by
E. Haldeman-Julius. A fine book.
You should order many copies for
yvourself and vour friends.

SHOULD CHURCH PROPERTY
BRE TAX EXEMPT?

By I_{arry Hibschman. A areat
piece of propaganda literature. Every
liberal and free thinker should read
this complete and convineing book.

CARE OF INFANTS AND
CHILDREN

A wonderfully useful work. Should
be In every home. Order your copy
while this supply lasts. When these
books are sold out they will never
be offered again.

LIFE OF GROVER CLEVELAND

This is the best biography ever
written of Grover Cleveland: Tt is
a fine study, written after thorough
research.

SINCLAIR'S “THE JUNGLE”

This great movel, by Upton Sin-
clair, is still read by thousands of
intelligent readers every year. Get
your copy while you have the chance
at this 19¢ price.

FOUNDATIONS OF THE
VERSE

Joseph McCabe’s story of the units
of matter and force controlling uni-
versal aectivity.

UNI-

STUDIES IN RATIONALISM

Written by E. Haldeman-Julius.
This book contains such essays as
“Is Religion the Necessary Basis of
Morality?” “Why I am a Sinner,”
“A Talk with Voltaire,” “The Holy
Beggars” and many other equally
engrossing titles and subjects.

CONFESSIONS OF A DEBUNKER

An anthology which reflects the
attitude of a rationalistic individual
looking at life, and of a debunker
confessing his ‘“sins.”” By E. Hal-
deman-Julius.

THE BUNK BOX

This whole book is devot&d to the
pure bunk that fills our eyes every
day, that screams in our ears from

morning until night. Humorous.
Clevér. Homnest. By E. Haldeman-
Julius.

FREE SPEECH AND FREE
THOUGHT IN AMERCA

" Are we ‘liVﬁ in a land of free

tkhoug'..ht‘.’wIsAi ~bhe privﬂege.“df-evexgj
crmntamny ptIoan 4 e ot Y J

simple.

HOW THE UNIVERSE IS CON-
STRUCTED

Joseph McCabe’s work which tells
of the marvels of the stars and the
great cosmic epie, without beginning
or end. Do not miss this educational
masterpiece. MecCabe is the world’s
greatest - scholar and here you can
get some of his finest books at the
absurdly low price of 19¢ each.

THE GLOBE IN WHICH WE LIVE

Joseph Mc¢Cabe’s book which telis
all about the earth, skies, heaven,
etc. This is a masterpiece of popu-
larization. You have a real educa-
tion within your reach if you .will
order these books at only 19c¢ each.

- HOW.LIFE SPRANG FROM
- MATTER

Do you want to know aboutl the
origin of Life? Then read this great
work on science by Joseph MecCabe.

HOW LIFE DEVELOPED

Joseph McGabe, in his charmingly
stylef tells you how =lifen§g-
‘r ‘Q‘ - -"A“'f Taoay l\' SR

£3

plex. A real study of the evolution
of life., "Afnd it eosts you only 18,
if you send in your order before this

sale cloges.

ican growth and progress. This book
will open your mind to many new
facts you never knew about Ameri-
ean history.

MARVELLOUS KINGDOM OF
PLANT LIFE i

Here is your chance to learn a
great deal about the evolution of
Plants and Flowers, written by the
world’s greatest scholar, Joseph Me-
Cabe.

MARVELLOUS KINGDOM OF
ANIMAL LIFE

Another great book by Joseph Me-
Cabe. In this work he tells you
about the variety and lives of ani-
mals today.

HOW BODIES OF ANIMALS ARE
CONSTRUCTED

Joseph McCabe’s simple exposition
of the anatomy and mechanism of
the body. This book, like the other
McCabe books listed on this page,
is easily worth its weight in gold.

MAN’S MASTERY OF LIFE
"By Joseph McCabe.
solved the problem of
supply. A Dbeautifully written
logically conceiv.eil“ masterpiec%
STORY OF THE EVOLUTION
OF MAN
Joseph McCabe. Mankind’'s strug-
gle and progress from prehistorie
eras to the dawn of history. ~
LIFE AMONG THE MANY PEO-
PLES OF THE EARTH

McCabe.  The vaces of
and  their relationship.

How science
man’s food
and

Joseph
mankind

science like this for only 19c.

THE HUMAN BODY AND HOW
IT WORKS

Joseph MecCabe.! Let this master
thinker tell you about the wonder-
ful efficiency of man’s body-machine.
This book could’ be sold easilv for
a dollar, but here we are offering
you the finest kind of reading mat-
ter obtainable anywhere in the world
for only 19c.

HOW THE HUMAN BODY BE-
GINS AND GROWS

Joseph McCabe. Embryonic devel-
opment and all about sex. A daring,
sound, scientific work written for the
man in the street. And it costs you
only 19¢ if you will rush in your

Think of getting- a great work of |

MAN AND HIS SUBMISSION .TO
BEING :RULED

Joseph McCabe. A complete evo-
lution of government. A real work
on economics. Be sure to get a
copy of this fine educational work.

- HOW MAN ACQUIRES AND
SPENDS HIS MONEY

Joseph McCabe. The elements of
economics. A key that will open
the door of this usually difficult sub-
ject, written in such simple terms
that any ordinary person can grasp
every idea. e

STORY OF ECONOMIC IDEALS
IN MAN'S SOCIAL STATUS

Joseph McCabe. Here you will get
an entire outline of all economic
theories. An invaluable work.

MANUAL OF MONEY AND
WEALTH

Joseph McCabe. A complete story
of the cconomic life of man. This
book is a liberal education in itself.

THE STORY OF HUMAN SOCIAL
IDEALS '

Joseph McCabe.  All that man has
hoped for in social reform. A bril-
liant work which you can buy for
only 19¢, the same price at which
we are offering cvery book listed
on this ‘page.

GREAT WRITERS OF AN-
TIQUITY

Joseph - McCabe. ~An  important
outline of literature. You will be
delighted. with this fine book.

“{ triumph of virtue.

snappy, happy, readable, peppy style.

THE PHALLIC ANCIENT CIVIL-
IZATIONS AND THE CULT
OF LOVE -

Joseph McCabe. A survey of the
civilized area in which sex ethic was
unknown. An original and brilliant
masterpiece, written by the world’s
greatest scholar.

MORALS AMONG THE GREEKS
AND ROMANS

Joseph McCabe. A candid account
of virtue and vice -in the Greco-
Roman world. ‘ .

MORALS IN EARLY MEDIEVAL
~ EUROPE

Joseph  McCabe,. An
study of the effect of the
tion of Christianity.

MORALS IN THE ARAB-PER-
iSIAN CIVILIZATION

Joseph McCabe. A survey of the
Mohammedan world from Spain to
Bagdad. : '

THE MORAL LIFE OF CHINA
AND INDIA-

J_osep.h MceCabe. An outlrinc of
‘their lives from early days to re-
cent times. ;

historical
_introduc-

LIFE IN EUROPE IN THE
LATER MIDDLE AGES

.Joseph McCabe. An impartial sur-
vey of morals after ‘the supposed

MORALS IN THE RENAISSANCE
PERIOD

. Joseph Mc‘(labe. The next stage
in the evolution of European morals.

 GREAT WRITERS OF THE
MIDDLE AGES

_Joseph McCabe. A book that will
live.. It is one of this writer’s finest
books. And you can yet your copy
for the very low price of only 19c.
What a bargain! Act today.

WRITERS OF TODAY AND
THEIR MESSAGE

Joseph McCabe. In this book the
author brings you right down to
current literature.

ANCIENT ART EXPLAINED

Joseph McCabe. Another

great

Joseph McCabe. Let him tell you
what science has learned about the
human brain. It is the very latest
word on the subject.

BEGINNING OF MAN'S STORY
OF HIMSELF

Jozeph McCabe, The dawn of his-
tory and the origin of civilization—
all teld in understandable English.
He makes history vead like a de-
tective story, and he is straight on
all his facts. Let McCabe open your
eyes to the truths of history.

WONDERS OF ANCIENT EGYPT
AND BABYLON

Joseph McCabe. The civilization
of the Nile Valley and Persian Gulf.
What a real treat you have in store
for yourself here! And only 19c.

SPLENDORS OF GREECE AND
ROME

Joseph McCabe. The culture of
ancient Athens and Rome. A gigan-
tic work of research written care-
fully and accurately by the world’s
greatest scholar.

STRANGE CIVILIZATIONS OF
CHINA AND INDIA

Joseph McCabe. The Asiatic cul
ture linked with Babylon. A glori
ously refreshing and readable stor:
of historical truth. It reads like :
romance.

TRUE PICTURE OF EUROPE It
THE MIDDLE AGES

Joseph McCabe. Get all the facts
of the medieval degradation of art,
science and culture, written by a
man who is not afaid to tell the
truth, even though the truth may
offend upholders of superstition.

STIRRING STORY OF THE RISE
OF MODERN EUROPE

Joseph McCabe. A short history
from the Reformation to the French
Revolution, written by a real stu-
dent of history.

DAWN OF THE NEW AGE AND
BIRTH OF THE MODERN
| SPIRIT

Joseph MecCabe. The triumph of
realism in the world’s history. A
fine work that will hold you en-
thralled.

THE HISTORY OF AMERICA

Joseph McCabe. . All about Amér-
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order at once. book by the Aworld’s great scholar.
MYRIAD MYSTERIES OF THE| MEDIEVAL ART EXPLAINED
MIND Joseph McCabe. A masterpiece

from the pen of the world’s greatest
scholar. MecCabe has properly been
called “the modern Aristotle.”

MODERN ART EXPLAINED

Joseph McCabe. His last work on
art, bringing you down to the pres-
ent.  You will be amazed at the
manner in which McCabe approaches
30 many subjects.

THE ART OF THINKING

Joseph McCabe. Here the author
takes vou aside and gives you simple
and useful lessons in logic and its
precepts.

COMPLETE STORY OF PHI-
LOSOPHY

" Joseph McCabe. Learn all about
nhilosophy, from ancient days right
down to the present. A brilliant
study. And its price isn’t $5. No,
it is only 19c.

MANUAL OF ‘HUMAN MOR-
ALITY

Joseph Mc¢Cabe. Here you can get
he ethies and laws of behavior.
Written in plain, understandable
English by the world’s great popular
teacher.

STORY OF HUMAN EDUCATION

Joseph MeCabe. Another useful
and instruetive book by a writer
whose popularity grows every day.
And this book, like the others listed
»n this page, will cost you only 19¢
er copy.

IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT
THE PROGRESS OF SCIENCE

Joseph McCabe. This brings you
down to current investigations in
seience. Read this book and you
will know what the world of science
is doing today.

ALL ABOUT PSYCHO-ANALY-
SIS -

Joseph McCabe. Do you want to
know the facts about applied psy-
chology? Here is your chance.

THE MORALS OF THE SAVAGE

Joseph McCabe. The wierd moral
ideas and practices of man in a
state of mental childhood.

MORALS 'OF THE ANCIENT
WORLD

Joseph McCabe. Ideas and prac-
tices in Ancient Egypt, Babylonia,
Assyria and Judea. Crammed with
information, but written in a bright,

THE EFFECT OF THE REFOR-
MATION ON MORALS

Joseph McCabe. An impartial in-
quiry into the question whether the
morals of Europe improved after
the Reformation.

MORALITY IN THE 19TH
. CENTURY '

Joseph McCabe. The development
of modern Puritanism outlined by a
scholar who is winning thousands
of* new friends weekly to his great
intellectual abilities.

THE CHANGING MORALS OF
: TODAY

Joseph McCabe. A study of mod-
ern life and literature. This book,
like the others listed on this page,
is_to be purchased at once at the
sale price of only 19c.-

WHAT SEX REALLY IS

Joseph  McCabe. What  distin-
guishes the male from the female
sex, physically, emotionally, intel-
lectually, etec.

THE ANTAGONISM BETWEEN
THE SEXES

Joseph ~ McCabe. The historical
facts behind inequality and the goal
of freedom and equal rights.

WOMAN AND MARRIAGE

Joseh McCabe. Problems of mor-
als. divorce, sexual revolt, free love,
children, ete.

ABNORMAL ASPECTS OF SEX

Joseph McCabe. Aberrations of
the human sexual impulse and its
expression. e

|WOMAN AND THE CREATIVE
URGE

Joseph McCabe. Sex and love and
their place in art down through
the ages.

WHAT IS THE “MYSTERY” OF

WOMAN?
Joseph  McCabe. How - fables
about “mysterious” woman began;

the facts about feminine intuition.

WHAT SHOULD BE TAUGHT
ABOUT SEX?

Joseph - McCabe. -What are the
real effects of modern freedom in
sex discussion and education?

THE QUEST FOR SEXUAL
HAPPINESS

Joseph McCabe. Modern trends
|toward adjustment and harmeny in
| sexual relationships.

»

HOW TG ORDER

It 1s very simple to order
any of the books listed on
this page. You need merely
write the titles on a sheet
of paper and remit for them
at the flat bargain rate of
19¢ each. Write your -name |
and address “legibly.  Remit
by cgsh, check, postal or ex-
| press money order.

-__m )
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Haldecan-Jaling Co., Bargain Dant. 19, Girsrd, Kansas
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