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Unchecked Impressions and
- Hearsay Are Found in

~ Popular

Errors

, 8y E. Haldeman-Julius

1. ‘Eeery Man Has His Opinion

A scientist has written that
populdr beliefs are almost sure to
be wrong because they are based
upon insufficient evidence—too nar-
row a range of observation—too
small a number of instances. The
average man is impressionistic.,
He sees in  half-glimpses. He.
jumps. to- conclusions. dt is mnot
easy for him to concentrate in-
tellectually nor does he see the
reason for painstaking thought
and investigation in arriving at
opinions. He is not .curious, he
is mot zealous for the truth, and
it needs very little material for
him to form an opinion satisfac-
tory to himself on almost any
question. ‘ :

And every man, it seems, must
have his opinion. 1t matters not

how poorly capable he is, from
knowledge and really serious., ex-
tensive attention to a subject, in
having: an opinion. He may have
very little to go on, but on that
little he will go far. The average
man will announce, with every
show of confidence, positive views
on subjects which the student ap-
proaches tentatively. If it is a
dispute involving science, he will
be more positive than the scien-

disagreements. Politically, the av-
erage man is sure of himself: a
certain party, certain principles,

certain politicians are right and:

that is simply, sufficiently ¢hat.
‘Strange views of history—picked

up somewhere, anywhere—wil be’

given out by a man who has never
spent as much as a solid hour of
reading in history and who per:
haps has mever met anyone who
knows enough reliable history to
fill a page.

You will say it is an exaggerated
statement that the average man
has an epinion on every subject.
And to be sure. there are subjects
that he has not heard of. There
are, again, subjects that do not
interest him. But if he is even
slightlv aware of a subject and
even slightly interested in it, his
interest will be likely to carry
him—not far enough to study if,
but far enough to form an opinion
about it. He can form an opin-
ion with remarkable celerity. In
many cases, the process is simplie-
ity itself: he has only to glance at
his stock of prejudices, and then
express an opinion which agrees
with those prejudices. An unfa-
miliar, upsetting opinion which
does not fit his creed for such
cases made and provided is dis-

tists. Psychology is an open book|missed airily or indignantly as
+o0 him. although speciaiists in the|sheer heresy.

study -of the human mind and be- Opinions are easily acquired: a
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the unwise. Ask the next fellow
you  meet for his opinion on the
condition of -BEurope today, sor the
tory, or

moral force, or what is wrong

{ with the world, er whether liter-

ary censorship is desirable, or im-
mortality, or evolution, or—any-
thing—and you will = be obliged
promptly with an opinion. Few

implied in soliciting their opinions.
They feel a pride and no less a
duty in the matter. They will
speak, and not uncertainly.

so every man can have his opin-
jon, every man can express his
opinion volubly, without let or
hindrance. It may seem a poor
thing to others, but it is his own
and therefore cherished by him
as a thing of personal value and
unimpeachable substance. Yet oc-
casionally the man of philosophic
reflection might wonder if it
would not be well for nine-tenths
of the opinions never to be heard.
It suggests an interesting specu-
lation: what the condition. of
society .and culture might be if
there were no opinions expressed
save as the outcome of diligent.
careful consideration. Say that no
man. would venture to have an
opinion on a subject without at
least, roughly. a fiftv percent
knowledge of that subject: or sav
that no man would have an opinicn
without the support of at least—
let us be easy—four hours’ defi-
nite thinking and research. Or

havior may have their doubts andword, an assertion, a straw of

Amazing

suppose men were to be always
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seeming evidemce is sufficient to

influence of Christianity upon his-{
the differences between
men and women, or religion as a

men indeed can resist the flattery

We live in a democracy and we|.
believe, sometimes more and . at|,
other times less, in free speech;|.

|which he can make his own.
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whatever abogt the subject.” 1
have given that question very Ht-
tie thought.” ¥ “I haven't enough

facts to justily an opinion.” “This
is only. my. gpinion, and 1 really

don’t know nce nor why.” If
honest confedsions of this sort
were more , would not there
be a fine, 8 ry clearing of the

here? .
‘e utopian. Every
man has his jions, and it seems
that they are held the most firmly
when they represent the least in-
tellectual = effgrt. The average
man “has no.use for a tentative
opinion. - Fine  distinctions are 3
bother to him—that is, they would
be if ke didn't so easily ignore
them. Incertitude is not tolerable
and seems indeed a queer perver-
sity of certain critics who are al-
ways at hand to cast doubt upon
ideas ‘that. bging simple and popu-

lar and gratifyimg., ought to be}

maintained. with = virfuous cer-
tainty.  As a rile, the. opinion
that we-hear®in the informal pub-
lic forums where groups of men
foregather have a -robust. air of
sound, unshakable  conviction.
They are ‘“he-man” opinions—
husky: hairy-chested, deep-voiced.
and tight-fisted. It is regarded as
offeminate to be speculative, doubt-
ful, impartial, or agnostic. Solid
opinions—they are what men
want—and how cheap they are:
if only money could be picked up
as easily! These are opinions
which do not.follow upon the ask-
ing of questipns but that are, first
and last: forthright assertioms.
How men acquire these apinions
is no secret. . They are made up
of hearsay, unchecked impressions,
hasty, unreflacting glimpses at the
spectacle” of life. - The average
man devotes séarcely any thought,
correctly speaking,  or. any 'time|
worth' counting’ to the formation
of his opinions: He does not even
form his opirijons. He gets them
bottled’ with Jphels, and with di-
rections how to take. He 1is a
practical fellow though credulous
and the opinions which are most
popularly expyessed and- easily
comprehended .are most agreeable
to him. They are, of course, quite’
the opinions + which ' can most
readily be fitted to his mind and
life, assuming that the beaten path
of custom and orthodoxy is unin-
quiringly followed by him with-

‘|out a thought of any other course.

We take it—we may safely take
it—that this average man is sat-
isfied with the prevailing social
forms, classifications and opinions,
which means that he has no use
for ideas that are disturbingly
heretical and in contradiction of
common notions. He is not of the
select, bold, endlessly . inquisitive
company of truth-seekers, although
when he holds an opinion he holds
it as true.

A great many of the average
man’s opinions are derived from
the newspapers, from the state-
ments of leading citizens, from
preachers, politicians and other
persons in authority. He is not
very critical, although he is fond
of the pretense of weighing and
judging: at any rate, he mnever
differs from the popular oracles
on the fundamentals: and while
there are differences of party and
creed and the like which are cus-
tomarily permissible, the average
man does not freely (or, as he
would put it, recklessly) carry his
opinions to the point of heresy or
outright skepticism or any sinister
attitude of rebellion. His opin-
ions, though positive, are in a
manner timid and certainly safe
—and perhaps their being safe is
what makes them so positive.

It would be unfortunate if the
average man had to fare opinion-
atively along new, unmarked ways,

|really deciding questions for him-

self, learning about (or getting
opinions about) man and society
and nature em his own ‘- account.
Probably he would be at no loss
for opinions: under any eircum-
stances; but, gs it happens, he is
born and raised in an environment
which contains all manner of sim-
ple, prepared, positive opinions
He
becomes aware of certain formu-
las in common use, by which men
and - ideas and events are super-
ficially but firmly judged. There
are any npumber ef “sayings”
which he aceebts on credit, with-

out definitelp’ giving thought to

whether "they. are credible or not:
for have they mot the security of
popular approwal, and what more
is needed? .

It must ind;eeg} be assgme& that

preacher is enough for them. The

‘truth.

but it is a very loose and casual’
kind of observation. He magni-'
fies a few- instances into a general !
rule. Impressions which merely
touch the edge of a subject are,
made by him to cover the whole!
subject, Figuratively it may be|
said that one swallow, in his hasty
judgment, makes a summer. He is|
not familiar  with  scientific
breadth and diligence of observa-
tion, with the patient comparison:
of many instances in a widely
studied field of research, with the
formation of opinions out of the
scrupulously gathered material of
facts: such a method would be too
slow for him and, besides, it would
lead to a most unpleasant disillu-
sionment  concerning opinions
which, after all, he cherishes for
their own sake. He is indeed at
the farthest remove from this
scientific attitude: not only is he
indisposed to investigate the facts
in a thorough or even considera-
ble extent—to ‘go beyond-merve im-
pressions, casual instances, and
popular, familiar formulas—but if
he is brought squarely to face
witk a fact that is contrary to a
cherished opinion, he ignores this
fact or brushes it impatiently
aside as if it had no right to be
there,

Hearsay alsc enters largely into
the opinions of the average man.
He is influenced by =umor, by
prejudiced and unverified reports,
by unrelated things and bits of

Traffic in Women and Children - -
Extract from League of Nations Report (1927) ;f

. “The facts . . . show that the international traffic in women is §
still an ugly reality and that it continues to defy the efforts mgtle to
suppress it. . . . An exact knowledge of the facts, active: supérvisie
and -the application of suitable laws and measures of protection; ayi 5
all necessary elements in the campaign against the traffic. . . . The g
traffic [is] of ah international character . . . if a neighboring cour- -
try fails to exercise the same supervision, traffickers then immedi-
ately transfer to that country the scene of their operations in con-
nection with the despatch and reception of women.” SR

b “The Story of a Terrible Llfe”"“““

The Amazing Career of a Notorious Procuress"
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book if it were not readily demonstrable that conditions such

as ii depicts really do exist. Basil Tozer. the author. has in
the course of his wanderings come upon a woman who wa: one of
the most notorious procuresses of Europe. A clever and experienced
newspaper interviewer, he succeeded in worming out of hev, bit by
bit, the whole story of her atrocious career. and in this book he sets
down all that she told him. = She revealed the methods which are still
employed to entice away- girls and young women without chance of
their ever afterwards. being traced: the secrets and secret orzaniza-.
tions of the modern wmaisons de tolerance in different parte of-the
world; the wiles to which male and female-blackmailers and others
‘have recourse, and much else that is of absorbing interest concerning
the soecial evil. knhown as the “white slave traffic.”” This book, while
extremely outspoken, is in no way pornographic. On the contrary, it
will be instrumental in setting on their guard all those who read it.
This stosy of an actual “Madame” will intrigue and horrify you from
its first sentence: “A woman of atrocious life has lately died inm
France.”

/

colorful, circumstantial evidence
which may be interesting but are
by no means accurate. _
papers, sermons, interested pub-
licity of various kinds, 1gcmd the
talk of the street many state-
ments are made, many opinions en-
gagingly assunied, which are not
true. The man who has genuine
interest in the truth, whose free
mind has ranged :more widely
over the field of ideas and the
facts of life, is ‘not swayed Mys
these popular guesses, rumors, in-
accuracies and fallacies. He knows
that carelessness of: mind, and the
bias no less, which accepts this
sort of hearsay withoat checking
it fully and scrupulously.

1t is the tendency of men, for
example, to believe any state-
ments, however extreme, that con-
firm or flatter their patriotic, re-
ligious and social prejudices and
that place in a bad light the
critics of these prejudices. We
know how easily religious people
believe the false assertions from
the pulpit concerning the Oppo-
nents of tke faith. Familiarly,
there are the misrepresentations
of the beliefs and characters of
such celebrated skeptics as Vol-
taire, Paine and Ingersoll—lies, to
put it baldly, which have been
believed and repeated by men who
have never bothered really to in-
form themselves about the lives
of Voltaire, Paine and Ingersoll
They have mno conception of what
is reliable evidence in such mat-
ters. The unsupported word of
a prejudiced, poorly read (or per-
haps deliberately misrepresenting)

truth is easily ascertained, but
the average man doesn’t want the

Extravagant condemnations are
made which common sense alone
should reject but which, in any
case, can be disproved by a little
honest observation. Take the oft-
repeated charge that those who ad-
vocate liberal standards, freedom
in literature and life, are moved
by immoral desires, proclaiming
the idea of liberty with the object
that they may enjoy a vicious
“license.” It is easy for any man
to satisfy himself that this is not
true; on its face, it defies reason
and probability; obviously it is a
bitterly, unreasonably, insupporta-
bly prejudiced assertion; yet many
believe it because (perhaps not
with conscious dishonesty) they
wish to believe it. .

Of course, the lies of orthodoxy,
political and religious, have a
great advantage in this intense
predisposition to ‘elieve. The
tales of German atrocities, you
will remember, had a remarkably
easy eirculation and prestige: war
hatred and excitement—generally
a state of mind in which even the
ordinary safeguards of judgment
and fairness were swept away—
gave these stories, popularly, all
the force of indisputable truth.
It was unpatriotic to expose those
lies, but simply a reasonaeble free-
minded attitude was enough to
preclude that easy belief: but this
attifude, contrasting significantly
with that of - the average man
whose credulity we find it perti-
nent to analyze, is of course quite

he observes Ffh tp some extest,

In news-.
"ine beheld for the first time the tall,’ and listened intently, hardly breath-
| forbidding gray walls of the cen- ing.

I turies in toed to the door.

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

A SNATCH OR TWO FROM THE OPENING PAGES

Nowhere was there sign of human
habitation, and they seemed to be
miles from everywhere.

The distance to the castle must!

have been 14 or 15 miles, judging
by the time they took to get there;
and by the time they arrived, after

Itheir long drive through dense for-

est, darkness had set in. Then, in
the light of the rising moon, Messal-

old pile standing out

blurred relief.

by a curious-looking woman who
cast a sidelong glance at Messaline,
then smiled a welcome. Messaline
hated that smile; she knew that type
of smile and what it generally im-
‘plied. . . .

She was more than half asleep
when something made her become
suddenly wide awake. A ery! She
was sure of it. She sat up in bed

1t was not repeated. She tip-
The dark corridor
—the whole castle—everything was

The great oak door was opened silent.

“The Story of a Terrible Life,” by Basil Tozer; bound in red cloth,
with green title-lettering in mounted panels on front and back; 2
pages, 22 chapters; $2.65 postpaid. '
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Again, we think of the enormodus | the lack of this meﬁtal disérimi-

repeatedly ~ contradicting  itself,
which found such a willing audi-

ence: - By*training hostiie to these

Bolshevik revolutionists, the aver-
age man was eager to believe the
worst that could be reported about
their ideas and activities. On the
other hand, the minority of en-
thusiasts on behalf of Communism
were just as uncritical in accept-
ing propaganda favorable to their
side. Few were free-minded,
wanting only a truthful, impar-

tial account, and reserving their:

opinions when the facts were ob-
scure. _

Lies are swift and effective.
You know the saying by Mark
Twain: “A lie can travel half-
way round the world while the
truth is getting its boots on.” One
reason, of course, is that there
are such powerful, efficient agen-
zies interested in spreading the
lies. Truth, certainly in any mat-
ter involving orthodoxy, is repre-

sented by a minority, who mnot

only have a greater task of con-
viction but a more Hmited and
difficult access to the public mind.
Aside from this, and even in mat-
ters where no particular orthodox
interest is at stake, error is facili-
tated by the well-known careless-
ness, the lack of equipment in
knowledge and criticism, of most
persons who are engaged in
spreading opinions and reporting
facts (or their poor impression of
the facts). And the average man,
taking in all these impressions and
all this hearsay, is uncritically led
astray even when he has no strong
wish to believe. :

He is an incompetent judge.
He is not even in a small way,
within the limits possible to him,
really an investigator. He is un-
familiar with the sound rules of
evidence. He is not informed as
to the reliability of sources, and
does mnot make a careful distinc-
tion between expert and inexpert
testimony. He may accept as “au-
thorities” men who know very lit-
tle if any more about a subject
than he knows himself; and, not
being a student and being con-
cerned almost wholly with popular
spokesmen and their views, he
seldom comes into contact with
the genuine, critical authorities
who have carefully investigated a
subject over a wide field of evi-
dence.

A vigilant, reflective, analytical,
observant mind, with a broad

scope of inquiry, is essential to.

the forming of full-length valid
opinions: it is this attitude of
mind which the free man solely
respects and which he endeavors
conscientiously to maintain. It is

.flood of misrepresentation. about | nation and clarity which multiplies
Russia, lurid and excessive and ! and

assures a strikingly persistert
life to popular errors. These ava
errors of reasoning but for tie
most part they are errors due to
narrow, haphazard, inadequate ol:-
servation. Isolated facts ande cas:
ual impressions do not make a sol* ?
nor anything like a sensible basis
for opinions. If a man knows
very little about a subject, it fol-
lows that his opinion about that

tsubject will have very little value.

Freedom of mind does not mean
irresponsibility: rather it means
the highest kind of responsibility
—a mind responsible to truth
alone, preferring a candid skepti-
cism—a suspended judgment—to
snap judgment and facile, base-
Tess opinions.

2. Table Talk

To get some idea of popular
errors, of the facility with which
people render judgments which
are unsupported by knowledge or
correct reasoning, let us sit at
table in an average home and
hearken critically to the talk. We
shall consider subjects in which
common error most notoriously dis-
ports ‘itself. And if these subjects
do not come strictly under the
head of table talk, they are never-
theless subjects of popular dis-
cussion. They are discussed with
all manner of impressionistic vaga-
ries, yet with a tone of ripe com-
viction, an air of final and assured
judgment. Nor shall we deal with
imaginary opinions, unfairly as-
scribed to the average man and
which he would disclaim, but wtih
those views and sentiments which
continually appear in ordinary
conversation of a serious turn.

We might begin very simply by
a glance at a very familiar sub-
ject on which the average man has
quite decided and, even so, un-
scientific opinions: namely, that of
character reading. There is a
common belief that character can
be told at first meetings by look-
ing at a person’s face, by a rapid
impressionistic survey. Even when
a man admits that he is a poor
judge of character, he is sure
that others are able to understand
instantly what manner of man a
stranger is. Intelligence, honesty,
kindliness, temper, industry—all
points of character—are thought
to be written on a man’s coun-
tenance as on an open book. In-
deed, this belief is carried farther
and the average man will infer
certain qualities of character from
a portrait in the paper.

Now, there i8 nothing more un-
scientific than this notion that a
mere first impression, taken by
itself, can furnish a true insight
into another’s character. It is
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Brue that we judge people by our
pontacts with them, and even a
glight contact is net entirely with-
out significance. But evem when
we meet a persom for the first
time, we have other eriteria than
merely the shape or expression of
this face. We tell something by
his manner; his reactions even to
trivial things; his talk; and his
resemblance (im which we may be
misled) to persons whom we de
know intimately. Judging merely
by faces, we might credit a dullard
with wisdom because he has a
solemn and impressive counte-
nance; we might mistake an un-
trustworthy fellow for a man of
honor because he has a_smooth
and innocent countenance; and
conversely & man with an unpre-
possessing appearance might be
rated poorly when, as a matter
of fact, he is a person of very
fine character and intelligence.
We know such errors in judgment
are constantly being made.

Yet such is the tenacity with
the average man sticks to the opin-
jon that he can thus rapidly read
character that he conveniently for-
gets the many timse-that he- has
failed, and recalls only the exam-
ples that seem to - bear out his
theory. The thing is reduced to
‘formula: -certain features of eyes,
hair, nose, mouth, chin, etc., are
held positively to be connected
with certain characteristics and
everyone falls facially into these
rough and ready classifications.
Again, when this kind of classifi-
cation is contradicted by facts,
the facts are ignored or somehow
explained away: and no one thivnks
to keep a veally scientific chreck on
the theory and to find out, by an
extensive and carefully vecorded
observation, just how reliable the
theory may be. Yet anyone can
disprove any of these classifica-
tions by -examples familiarly at
hand among his acquaintances.

The truth is that this sort of
scharacter reading” is largely
guess work; one may hit it right
or one may not; and the average
man often pays unpleasantly for
such errors. We cannot, after all,
judge a man’s chiaracter unless we
know the man very well; unless
we have seen him in action under
various circumstances; unless we
know his thoughts, his associa-
tions, hig habits, aud the like:
Even when we know a man thus
iritimately, we are often gurprised
by things he does, we are often
disillusioned as to estimates which
we have formed as the result of
long and close contaet: then hqw
much more likely are we to be mis-
taken in any judgment that is
based wpon a casual impression.
These popular notions of character
illustrate remarkably the-unscien-
tific way in which the average
man jumps to conclusions. How
can opinions thus reached be very
accurate?’

Qimilarly, there is the fallacy
that what is called a “hunch” hzfs
a very important significance—-13
a kind of intuitive wisdom—and
will not fail one, being a safer
guide than deliberation. Theoret-
ically, such a thing cannot be ex-
plained to the satisfaetion of a
free-thinking mind; but what Is
more, it will not stand the test it
that test be sufficiently broad) of
experience.
it “hunches” keeps in mind only
tHe instances when such feelings
have Been justified by the event
The many occasions on which this
so-called intuition has missed fire,
h#s been merely a deception, are
forgotten because they do not jibe
with this fascinating theory.

Nor does the average man per-
ceive the natural association of
idess which often gives rise ®w
such “intuitions”—feelings which
are no more mysterious than they
are infallible. A great many of
such  “intuitions”  are merely
wishes: and if you act upon a
wish, you may of course realize
that wish-—and again you may not.
1f you think of a friend and then
imimedistely meet that friend, you
kave simply fallen upon a natural
coincidence: and a little observa-
tion will prove that in the great
majority of cases the friend does
not appear magically at the bid-
ding of the thought. You feel, let
us say, that something very im-
portant and decisive is mmminent
in your life: as important hap-
penings are likely to occur at
times in anyone’s life, this feel-
ing and the event may occur close
together: this is possible and re-
quires no “intuition” to explain it,
but do vou take critically into ac-
countt the many times when such a
feeling has led to nothing out of
the ordinary?

What is & “hunch,”. anyway?
Upon examination, you will per-

haps find that it is ounly what we.

may call éan especially rapid
feat of reason or decision and
that, far from being intuitive, it
is composed of a number of habit-
aal factors of thinking, springing

Herve, too, the believer {-

8s maturally frgm  your tempera-
ment and circumstancés as any
more deliberate resolution.

One subjett which throws the
door wide open for vagaries, loose
conclusions apd unchecked impres-
sions is that of the differemces in
nature and behavier bétween the
sexes, It is certainly a feast of
unreason and a flow of extrava-
gance whien the average man sets
forth the peculiarities and myster-
ies of the feminine nature, or when
the average woiman ventures to
analyze the masculive tempera-
ment. Here the insidious error
of generalization is found in all its
flourishing perversity.

“Men are stubborn”—which is
to say this is a typical masculine
trait. It is, of course, an indi-
vidual trait and is found both in
men and women, and is decidedly
not true of many persons belong-
ing to either sex. There are men
who are too agreeable to be stub-
born, men who are too weak to
be stubborn, men whe are notl
sufficiently sure of their own
minds to be stubborm; and the
same is true of women—they dif-
fer individually and are not mark-
ed with any absolute character as
a sex, simply to be generalized in
this popular fashion.

And men say: “Women are im-
pulsive or erratic.” This is an-
other sweeping statement to which
there are so many exceptions that
it cannot reasonably ‘oe taken as
a guide to the feminine nature.
In one’s own immediste circle of
acquaintance, omne can iustantly
call to mind a number of impulsive
men and orvderly, deliberate wo-
men. Like most popular errors,
this can easily be tested and dis-
proved.

Or the averaye man will say
that a woman never knows her
own mind. Yet many men would
have to contradict this notion and
confess that, in their personal ex-
perience, certain women kuow-—or
perhaps one woman kuows-—too
certainly and unyieldingly. And
by the same token there are
plenty of men who evidently are
vague and wishy-washy in their
attitude toward life.

Again, in a complimentary vein,
women are supposed to have more
delicate, gentle, sympathetic feel-
ings than men. It is a pure illu-
gion. Here too we must judge
people by individuality and not by
sex. One is not at a loss for ex-
amples of rough unsympathetic
women, blunt and awkward women,
ill-favored and ungracious women;
and, on the other hand, the sup-
posedly feminine qualities of gen-
tleness and grace are discovered in
a great many of the masculine sex.
" It is said again that women are
deceitful, as if this were a pecu-
liarity of the sex, and as if the
innumerable deceits and chicaner-
ies practiced by men in the strug-
gle of lite were not sufficient proof
that this trait is humanly general
rather than womanishly specific.
Inconsistently, it is also held that
women are more innocent (i e.,
less shrewd and world-wise and
infernally clever) than men: and
the old-fashioned woman was in-
nocent in her narrow sphere or
had to appear so: but her inno-
cence or her deceit was not due

to a fundamental law of her na-
ture but to social influences.
Thers is ameother generalization
which is to the effect that women
judge ideas and situations per-
sonally, with the fmplication that
men are quite jimpersonal in their
judgments. But the fact is that
both men and women on the aver-
age are very personal in their

opinions: their associations, pre-

judices, emotions, wishes, ete,,
have irrationally a great weight
in determining their bellefs, The
average person, man or woman, 1S
also prone to confuse personadi-

‘tiss and ideas. Looking carefully

at this generslization, we find that

it only leads us to the admission

that the majority of people, re-
gardless of sex, are poor reasoners
as they are indeed poor observers.

Certainly the average man’s
opinion. of women and the average
woman’s opinion of men are not
soundly reasoned mor carefully
based upon a econsiderable, con-
vineing amount of evidence. These
opinions are for the most part

sweeping, arbitrary, impulsive, and |

inaccurately WMoose. They. are
mocked at every turn by the actual
behavior of men and women. Even
where a real difference exists be-
tween the hbehavior of men and
women, that difference is assumed
to be naturally inherent when it
may, on the contrary, be socially
imposed or acquired.

Perhaps the subtle (or the not
80 subtle) sex antagonism between
men and women explaing these
wrong opinions. It seems the ten-
dency of one sex to be unfair in ils
judgment of the other: and even
the chivalric gestures and notions
of the man are based upon the
superior feeling that the woman
is comparatively weak and delicale.
It is sufficient, however, to explain
these false ideas of sexual differ-
ence by the careless impressionism
of the average man or woman.
They judge by a few instances,
impressions here and there, a bit
of hearsay, and the like. It was
said of old that bricks could not
be made without straw, but a few
straws of rumor and a few unre-
lated, unstudied instances will suf-
fice to make a pretty large-sized,
Hefty opinion. '

Consider how récklessly men
generalize about nationalities and
their traits: the English are stiff-
necked, the Irish are hot-tempered,
the Scotch are niggardly, the
French are immoral, the Germans
are dull, the Italians are treacher-
ous, the Spaniards are lazy, and
so on. Now, the point is that
these opinions are confidently held
by persons who have never trav-
eled abroad, who have never made
the slightest study of the history
and customs of these nations, and
who have actually known very few
individuals of a nationality that
they presume to define with final-
ity. To put it simply, they don’t
know what they are talking about.
But this does mnot prevent them
from having an opinion. One
might even say that an opinion
can be had more quickly and con-
fidently when there is no tedious
concern with facts.

There are, Again, the many pop-
ular superstitions concerning
weather signs and influences, con-

cerning good and %ad luck, con-
cerning the significance of dreams.
To say that these beliefs are su-
perstitious is of eourse te brand
them as unscientifie.  They are

unscientific when put to the one|
‘surest test of cbservation: with

the average man they are not due
even to an incomplete use of scien-
tific aethod, for he has simply
heard these things and accepts
them as true without bothering
to make the slightest investigation
of the facts. Obviously thege su-
perstitions can have no realistic
basis, since a very {ittle consid-
eration in  the spirit of realism
must show how untrue they are.
It is simply a case of reaching
conclusions aboul man, life and
nature without paying direct, care-
ful attention to the rvealities.

1f the average man would take
certain leading opinions and for,
say, a period of one month check
them steadily and thoroughly by
the facts, he would find his struc-
ture of beliefs pretty shaky at the
end of that time; but of course
that is what the average man will
not do; he has been at no pains
to get his opinions and he will be
at no pains to surrender them.
In so busy a life, and with so
many things ‘to have an opinion

‘about, why worry with facts?

3. The Free Man

In discussing these popular

ervors, in illustrating briefly but
clearly enough the unsoundness of
opinions, we naturally suggest, by
contrast, the methods by which
the free man arrives at his beliefs,
Why does he not fall into these
common errors? 1t is not really
a matter of accident nor yet of
intuition. Nor is it because he
has any better means of observa-
tion than the average man. But
he makes full and consistent wuse
of observation which others ig-
nore. .
He has a trained mind. His
mind is not a receptacle in which
opinions are to be dumped care-
lessly. It is, let us say, & machine
that tests opinions, rejecting those
which are misleading superficial,
partial and false. .

In the main, his attitude is quite
simple. He makes it a point
clearly to see and understand the
facts which are .conveniently be-
fore his eyes: and this iz some-
thing which the average man will
not do, even choosing to deny an
obvious fact rather than revise
an opinion. For example, the
errors which we have considered
do not require any profound in-
tellectuality for their disproof.
One need not be an extraordinary.
indefatigable scholar to perceive
the falsity of these notions. What
is needed, after all, is only a recog-
nition of the obvious. These no-
tions are coniradicted by the com-
mon features of everyday life, and
no man who lives at all obser-
vantly and reflectively could: con-
ceivably believe these motions..

It is, then, 'ty using his eyes
and his wits in the simplest real-
istic manner that the free man
keeps clear of these fallucies. Of
course, with practice he naturally
develops & sharper and sharper
perception of the bunkistic element
in opinions, and this is because

he becomes so thoroughly familiar
with the characteristically defec~
tive workings of the average mind.
He is familiar with the traps of
vanity, self-interest, sentimental-
ism, carelessness and premature
judgment into which men com-
monly fall. He knows that there
is one safe imethod te follow:
namely, the skeptical method. He
knows that credulity, exaggersied
by long social training in the in-«
terest of certain dogmas, is a
weakness of the human mind, He
knows that men generally are in
the first place very poor eobserv-
ers, in the second place very poor
reporters, and in the third place
Very poot reasoners.

The free man is, then, a great
deal more patient and critical and
broadly aware in his handling of
facts: he does not make use of
them scantily nor sporadically nor
arbitravilv, but he continually
locks for them and refers to them
in the formation of his opinions.
He hag of coursé considerably more
curiosity than the average man.
He goes farther afield in his quest
of facts, He looks more sharply
and thoughtfully at the immedi-
ate life around him and he goes to
the books—the real books, of sound
scholars and critics—for a wider
knowledge than he can hope di-

rectly to aé(;uire without such
study. He has trained standards

of comparigon, a shrewd under-

standing of the values of evi-
dence, and an awareness of relia-
ble ecources—unlike the average
man, who takes an opinion un-
eritically from any popular spokes-
man,
opinions that are baged upon a
therough knowledge of a subject
and opinions that are mere mmpres-
gions, rhetoric, and hearsay.

And of course onme has not
merely te observe facts, but one
must draw reasonable conclusions
from them and bring them inte
orderly shape: and here again the
free man differs from the average
in that he has an orderly mind:
that is to say, within the limits
of his intellectual interests (for
raturally each man has his limits)
he observes correctly and reasons
logically. He does not, like the
average man, leap irresponsibly to
conclusions. He does not gener-
alize from a handful of accidental
and ill-assorted facts. He distin-
guishes ‘between pseudo-authori-
ties that rest upon expert knowl-
edge. And, finally, he does not
think that he must have an-opin-
ion on every subject: he will, so to
speak, earn his opinions or go
without them.

AY

1. The lllasion of Free Will

1t will be useful to get clearly
in mind certain general ideas
which determine the viewpoint of
the average man—which distin-
guish the average man from the
man who is intellectually free--
and which stand as obstacles in the
way of free thinking. There are
assumptions which significantly
underlie the beliefs of the avarage
man and which, whatever those
beliefs- in detail may be, are re-
flected in their nature. And on
these fundamentals of a popular
creed, it is safe to say that nine
out of ten men agree.

To illustrate: It is a comimon
belief that man is a creature of
free will. Doubt and especially
any serious criticism on this point
1s rare. Although he has proba-
bly never heard of the philosophic
arguments concerning free will
and determinism, the average holds
the former position almost, one
might say, naturally. It seems ob-
vious to him that he has powers
of selection, decision, and free ac-
tion. He may admit that “Man
proposes but God disposes.” But,
he will say, while God interferes
soon or late and at critical times,
often quite unexpectedly and in
ways that are incomprehensible,
meanwhile he leaves men as free
and morally responsible agents.
They have the choice of right or
wrong. ‘They can call the tune,
but they must pay the fiddler. As
this belicf is familiarly expressed,
“Tife is what one makes it.”” Be
good and you will be happy, amen.

But this idea must logically be
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The Aim of Common Beliefs Seems to
Be “Anything But the Truth”

By E. HALDEMAN-JULIUS

carried a step farther. It is not
enough to say that life is what a
man makes it: to be theoretically
consistent, it should be added that
a man i3 what he makes himself.
We are not all cast precisely in the
same mold, standing equal ag to
nature and levelly free as to
choice. And can it be said that
we are individually responsible for
our differences? By the time we
are old enough to understand life
more or less (and this capacity
for understanding is another point
of - difference), to have what is
called & mature awareness of our-
gelves and thé world, to choose (as
the free-will believer would say)
for ourselves, we have already been
powerfully directed and deeply
committed as to character.  We
have already been to a great ex-
tent ‘“made” for better or worse,
and it is certainly difficult to show
that this making has been of our
responsibility.

-Just when, we may ask, does a
man become a free moral agent?
At what point does choice~~pure
and unhampered choice—begin? It
is -generally acknowledged, for ex-
ample, that a man does not choose
his parents. In theory, many
would like to change. their par-
entage if they could, although the
usage of affection would compli-
cate this as a practical step. And
if a man has no choice of parents,
what a great many contradictions
of the free-will theory does this
force upon our counsideration.

This means that a man has noth-
ing to say about his heredity: and
will it be denied that heredity is
a very great influence in every-
one’s life, an influence from which
no one can escape, an influence
which affects our first choice as
it does our Hast choice in life?
1t follows, again, that a man can-
not choose whether he shall be
born & Chinaman or an American;
in the city or the country, with
consequently a different environ-
ment in his upbringing; rich or

| |poor; of intelligent or ignorant

parents; healthy or congenitality
tainted in body; wanted or un-
wanted, bastardly or legitimate. ’

Nor ean a man choose the age
We are
lucky, that’s alll, not to have been
born in the twelfth century. Our
“choice”~~for we must doubtfully
set this term in quotation marks
—awould have been very different
if we had Been children of the
medieval age. And if we could
have delayéd our .appearance in
the human comedy for several
hundred years-~if we eould have
Iieen born, say, in the year 3000—
who ec¢an fail to see that our
“choice” must have been tremen-
dously altered by this matter of
timne?

These reflecticns are bound to
ocgur to the free mind (and, by
the way, the word “free” is always
used relativély). The idea of free
will sybjected to a rational analy-
sig, is found to be bristling with
logical difficulties.. We think of
a man as a mature, complete, in-
dépendent character, a fully re-
sponsible agent capable of making
his life what he will: we think
of him in an abselute sense, as
one standing apart from the vital,
degp-seated fnfluences of the past
and the incessantly compelling cir-

; cgmgfganées of his present daily

he distinguishes between|

life; we forget that which has
made the man’s character as we
also, superficially observing him
as a creature of action, forget
that he is primarily and always
a creature who is acted upon, a

rcreature whose actions are reac-

tions. T i
For what i¢ this thing called
choice ®ave a yielding %o the
strongest force which bears upon
us at a given moment?. We
choose? -But what. makes us
choose? “We” .exist, ‘“we” at,
“we” choose if yeu will -in rela-
tion to the forces and objects of
life which affect us in .vatying
degrees of attraction and repul-
sion. Not having absolute per-
gonality or power, held as we are
within the limits of a relative ex~
istence, we cannot, have free will.
None will dispute the fact that a
man’s “choice” is sometimes mpore
difficult, more doubtful, more hesi-
tant than at other times. What
doeg this fact signify? It meéans
that the factors which determine
our “choice” are more complicated
or more nearly equal, that the lit-
tle extra weight of influence which
compels action is not immediately
felt; when we do act it is bécause
the motivating balance has been
inglined decisively one way or an-
other; and the conclusion ia that
wo have not chosen at all but have
followed the dine of least resist-
ance or the pull of the strongest
force. RN
If men were more given to an
analysis of their behavior, if they
were carefully to trace in a spirit
of scientific curiosity the ~origin
and path of any so-called “choice,”
they would find it less simple yet
really more comprehensible than
the free-will theory implies. "But
of course this sort of reflection is
very unusual. It appears to the
average man that he can, certainly
in a moral sense, do as he- freely
wills, He sees only the action
itself and himself as the actor,
and beyond that he does not ven-
ture in critical scrutiny. ‘
Yet even the average man mus!
admit limitations to ‘his will
There are economic, legal and
social limitations; there are limi-
tations of opportunity—of talent
—even, or especially, of degi‘re. It
is fair to mention this limitation
of desire. For if a man is genu-

inely a creature of free will, then

he can choose to desire good rather
than evil, wisdom rather than
folly, the best in life of character
and culture rathér than a petty
compromise with inferior things.
We are far more truly the crea-
tures of our desires than we are
agents of free willl

And how explain this intrigu-
ing variety of desire, this differ-
ence of tone and taste in the lives
of individuals, to which we must
always return significantly in any
discussion of free will? The
structure and chemistry of one
man's body is different from an-
other’s; the factors of heredity
differ in individuals; percentage
and early training are mot the
same with all; and the innumera-
We, ineessant influence of environ-
ment vary in a thousand ways
amony individuals—even among
individuals who, broadly speaking.
are placed in a similar sphere of
life; no two persons, though they
he twin brothers, can have ex-
actly the same enviroument: anc

in the first place, spite ofsall re-
semblances, they are two “distinct

personalities. - This being true,
it is foolish to talk about: free
choice: that freedom must be com-
plete or—it is net freedom., We
cannot logically say, for example,
that a man assumes the character
of a free moral agent at the age
of twenty-one: we cannot thus dis-
miss his heredity, his parentage,
his childhood and youth, his time
and place of living. <Consider it
from any conceivable angle, and
the theory of free will is seen-to
be illogical, untenable, incredibly
at odds with the plain-facts of life.

The average man holds- this
theory because, for one thing, he
doesn’t think about it--study it
thoroughly in all its ‘bearings—or
take it apart and see what con-
siderations it is composed of. It
is a superficial theory which, -see-
ing an action and an actor, looks
no farther down the long path-
way of causation and suspects no
other elements in the drama.. It
is, too, an egoistic theory.” 1t
flatters a man’s vanity, ‘appeal-
ing to his pride and giving him
an added sense of importance. It
is very personal, defying imper-
sonal argument, being thus eom-
parable to man’s belief that he has
a soul and that he is immortal.
It is, again, naturally the theory
which, in the absente of  reftec-
tion and a scientific view of life,
man would turn to in simple “be-
lief. It iz easier for a man'to
believe it than not,. since toi:go
beyond it requires an mtellectual
effort—not so much a great. as
an wupsetting effort—and -without
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it he feels uncomfortwbly con~
fused in his ideas: he craves sim-
plicities . and certitudes and the
free-will theory, atcepted unthink-
ihgly, satisfies him.

And such s theory means an

wumscientific view of life: it is a
barrier Betwsen a man’s thinking
and the deeper realities. To un-
derstand any subject and deal with
it inteHipently; one must &eek in
a thorsugh  and hwpersonal way
the causes of things. This search
will ‘not go -very far on the
strength of the free-will theory
that life presents only a problem
of individual choice. Scientific-
illy, any branch of knowledge is
o study of conditions end causes
‘yather ‘than individuals .moving
freely -along self-appointed courses.

The individual is significant only|

in' connection with all the other
factors.

“Thé bellef in free will is not con-
sistent with the scientific, evolu-
tionary explanation of things. It
encourages a false idea of history:
the new understanding of history,
which emphasizes geographical,
economic and social factors far
greater than mere individual re-
sponsibility, and which traces
broadly the interplay of events
which overwhelm- human choice,
reveals the weakness of the free-
will ‘theory. For example, it is
childish to regard history as sim-
ply a record of the decisions and

exploits of great men: so regarded:

it is not only incomplete as a
record, but it is worthless as an
explanatjon. Back of the actions
of great men and the movements
of masges are mighty social forces
which require something miore
than personal interpretation.

In the study of human behavior
——in the study of ethics and soci-
ology—-the free-will theory, is an
obstacle to clear thinking and
prevents, in the first place, a suf-
ficlent ~dbservation. It opposes
paradoxically, the sort of “free
dom” which man may have
through a correct understanding
of the forces which really deter-
mine action. The conception of
progress, of environmental study
and policy, of dealing with causes

rather than symptoms, is & fepu-

diation of the doctrine of free will.
And this doctrine alone, if firmly

adhered ' to, would prevent the|

average toan froth taking a broad
view ahd having a basic under-
standing of any subject. It is not
surprising that with his belief in
this - doctrine the average man’s
jdeas are hopelessly superficial and
illogical. ~

2. Indifference to Truth :

Another feature which comes
significantly to the fore in the
average man’s attitude toward life
is the indifference to truth: or
if truth seems at once too vague
and too Imposing a word, let us
say that the average man is prone
to have a poor regard for facts
and a low conception, if he may
be said to have any conception at
all, of the use of reason. It has

been said  that reason, however
clearly and cempletsly it may deal
with a Subject, will not convifite
the aversge man. He is, in a
word, not amenable to argument

in his way, which is that of jug-
gling facts and seeking for any
poitite, however irrelevant or un-
certiin, which wiay be offered in
defentse of his beliefs. | _
It is wel known that few peo-
ple are interested in studying both
sides (or the many sides) of a
ausstien. The spirit of truth-
seeking is not in them. They have
not open minds, but rather their
minds are decidedly closed to all
considerations which might prove
embarrassing to their preconceived
and perversely defended notions.
If the weight of evidence and
resson fs strongly in favor of an

lidea, them it seems that anyone

not actually stupld should - accept
that idea as true. And on the
other hand it would seem that an
idea which is without sound evi-
dential basis and which indeed is
in opposition to certain vital facts
of life would not receive intel-
lectual consideration. But this is
an ideal of intellectual impartial-

migs in studying the actual pro-
cesges of human thought. It 'is
not just a thatter of ignorance or
stupidity. Intelligent men are
confuzed in their thinking by a
number of influences—social, emo-
tional, imitative, temperamental-—
which are really not valid in ap-
plication to ideas. A brilliant
man is all the more ingenious in
finding reasons for what he wants
to believe. He can ably ration-
alize any viewpoint that is agree-
able to his nature or hig position
in gociety and with a technique of
fine-drawn sophistry can select
and arrange facts in any color and
sombination.

If this happens with intelligent

who may be less skillful in mak-
ing 4 case but is, of course, satis-
fled with a léss adroit kind of
-ationalization and can hold with
remarkable . stubfortiness to the
most poorly reasoned, indesd the
most obviously falze, idea. The
average man 18 a pragmatist with
regard to truth., Pragmatism is
a philosophy that he never heard
of, yet voughly he applieg it. Ideas
are judged by whether they are
pleaging and suitable to him. His
attitude toward them is not in-
tellectual but--in & marrow sense
—practical. A conception of re-
ality, unconfused by temporary in-
terests and sentimental predilec-
tions, is quite foreign to the aver-
age man. To look all around a
gubject and to analyze it thor-
oughly both in its theoretical and
practical aspects is an operation,
rare and difficult indeed, which is
not even attempted by the ma-
jority.

It is rare—which simply means
that few have this intellectual

thoroughness and as it were fine,
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although he dearly loves to argue]

ity which we must regretfully dis-

tien, how much more does it apply.
to the ideas of the average man,

diligent conscience. It is diffi-
cult—which is not the same as
to say that it is useless, but which
means primarily that this dispo-
gition toward ideas must open the
way for a clear method of ap-
proach: and it is this disposition
which, in the first place, the aver-
age mar does not have.

Evidently when ideas are treat-
ed irresponsibly as mere conven-
ient pawns in & games, having no
value in thermselves, or having an
atbitrary value given to them
which is superior to all cotigidera-
tions of reagon-—then we are not
surpriged at the resulting jumble
of beliefs. These beliefs do not
have their origin in the desire
for truth, They have not been
acquired as the definite material
of knowledge: nor are they fully,
goundly realistic in their applica-
tion to life; they are beliefs which,
in the mere believing, are supposed
40 ‘be valuable. Confront guch
beliefs with the most formidable
armament of reason, and the aver-
age man is not shaken in his alle-
giance to them. He didn’t,
strictly speaking, reason himself
into them and he will not reason
himself out of them. These be-
liefs  Took well; they leave one
with a comfortable feeling; they
are simple and not burdensome to
the mind; they are cherished
fondly through familiar usage;
they are satisfactory—and if a oe-
lief is satisfactory, if it seems true
and good and altogether sufficient
to a man, what more can he ask?

Lacking intellectual curiosity and
a determination to go to the bot-
tom of things, he would not make
any further demand upon an idea
than that it should agreeably fit
into his' mind and life. And that,
plainly, is a matter of culture.
It is clear, for example, that a
yokel can get along with a set of
ideas which would be intolerable
to a man of education: not that
the latter is free from illusions,

an intellectual viewpoint, but that
he could not be satisfied with such
crude ideas as, with a yokel, would
be entirely fitting.

Viewed in this dim shifting
light, the most opposite ideas can
gerve as ‘“truth.” Whatever a
man can comfortably. and success-
fulty believe, that hé may well de-
fend and faithfully adhere to ‘as
the ‘““truth,” regardless of  his
capacity for thinking, the extent
of his knowledge, and the non-
intellectual factors which weigh
 decisively in his beliefs. Medieval
jdeas were in this sense true so
long as men were perfectly willing
to believe. They ceased to be
true when they were shown to be
false. It is, you see, quite a tan-
gled web of sophistical phrase-
ology: that is to say, it is a play
upon words and, like the free-will
illusion, the move one analyzes it
the more hollow it is found to be
under its engaging surface.

Yet this pseudo-philosophic jus-
tification of ideas as merely and
sufficiently the reflection of irre
sponsible individual tastes-—uag de-
pending rightly not upon truth
but upon the will to believe—is
after all an esoteric viewpoint not
shared by the average man. He
takes his ideas more seriously than
that and feels it his duty to assert
them as the genuine, unchanging.
unrivaled truth. To he sure, hig
defense of them does not always
have reference to their truth. He
resorte, for the lack of anything
better, to pragmatic arguments.
His attitude toward ideas,. first
and last, is not that of deliberate,
impartial concern for the truth.
For reason, fearlessly and thor-
oughly employed, he has little ov
no use. No matter how power-
fully facts contradict his beliefs,
still he clings fomdly to the be-
liefs and rejects the facts—and
evidently for the very simple rea-
son that he doesn’t hold -a belief
because it is true but because it
is satisfachkory to him.

Indifterence {o truth is mnol a
conscious attitude with the aver-
age man., He is the sport of in-
fluences which he does not per-
ceive or does not correctly iden-
tify in their real significance. He
is raised in . an atmosphere of
many-featured prejudice, and sur-
rounded by the constant pressure
of that prejudice, so that it is
impossible for him to consider
ideas freely. On any subject that
really concerns him he follows the
leading of his prejudice; and
ideas which are aloof from his
sphere of prejudice and interest
are disregarded. He has no de-
gire for knowledge which, in his
narrow way, he would brand as
useless; he may even feel that he
is protecting himself from un-
known dangers, for that wider
knowledge, which does not imme-
diately seem {o be pertinent to
any interests or beliefs in his life,

Kansas |

may give a new and less flatteriug.

or approaches ideas purely. from

complexion to those very interests
and may unséttle those very be-
Hefs, ‘

It is not unusual, indeed, for
spokesmen of orthodoxy to issue
warnings against the pitfalls of
critical literature. And%hose who
stress devoutly the ecriterion of
faith, or who place ideas in other
non-intellectual defensive- roles,
are apt to speak of reason in &
depreciatory tone, as something
insidious, even corrupting, and not
safely to be deslt with by those
slighting beliefs. : :
- Again, in every subject of dis
pute we find the sentimental at-
titude extremely active in obscur-
ing the truth. Prejudices, loyal-
ties, associations. desires, and
emotional predilections create a
vast maze of mistaken considera-
tions through which the average
man wanders with the object of
truth lost. to sight. He wants,
pragmatically, a pleasant and con-
venient view rather than, intel-
lectually, a true view. His ideas
are reflections of his training. his
sentimentality and his self-inter-
est——the force of self-interest is
indeed second to none in the deter-
mination 6f what the average man

very intelligent as to what his in-
teredts really are—he may be de-
ceived by men who know their in-
terests far better—but, at any
rate, he is inhospitable to any
aspect of truth which seems to
him in conflict with or critically
disturbing of his interests and
desires.

And, finally, it is all the more
easy for the average man to rest
satisfactorily in beliefs that are
not true hecause he has never
asked himself what truth is, what
is. its nature and aim, what are
the factors that determine it, what
are the means of ascertaining it.
He has never deliberately resolved,
with a fu'l sense of intellectual re-
sponsibility, to seek truth wher-
ever it leads and to know, if not
final and complete truth, as much
of truth as may be known. He
has not the truth-seeking attitude.
He craves other satisfactions and
assurances. He is indifferent to
truth and, if it 18 thrust upon his
attention, . he finds it -irritating
and irrelevant.

E 3. Trath and Numbess

When the influence of the yo-
kelry in Tennessee cbtained the
passage of the law excluding evo-
iution from the state schools, we
observed the application of an-
other rule by which the average
man judges the worth of beliefs.
Wisdom resides, for him, in the
greatest number. If an idea has
only a minority of adherents that
gis taken as prime facie evidence
of its undesirability or—as the
term is loosely used—-of its un-
truth. In the case of evolution,
it is doubtless true that most peo-
ple accept it az a general princi-
ple although they do not logivally
follow it to its varicus conclu-
giong; but in Tennessgee evolution
apparently was an
and impious heresy; and
majority (or, at any rate, a legis-
latively effective force of public
opinion) condemned it as wrong,
it remained only to forcibly as-
sert that opinion with all the au-
thority of the state.

Intolerance has its limils in
modern society-—at least so far as
the laws are concerned—and one
may differ from the majority with-
out running the risk of imprison-
ment or the stake. ~But one 1S
judged unfavorably by the aver-
age man, not with thoughtful re-
gard to one’s ideas in their own
vight, but first of all with regard
to  the exceptional, - uupopular
standing of omne's ideas. “What-
ever is, iy right”-=this is an e¢ssen-
tial article in the creed of the
average man. He takes the world,
its customs, its ideas uncritically
~things ag” they are seem quite
good enough for him-and, with-
out reasoning, the prevailing gos-
pel, social and moral and religious,
is congidered to be naturally and
inevitably right. Whoever gstands
forth as a critic of these com-
monly accepted ideas and institu-
tions iy said to be suffering from
the egotigtic delusion that he s
smarter than the majority of s
fellows. There is even feit to be
an impoliteness, a lack of good
taste, in the act of maintaining
an individua! or a minority opin-
ion against the overwhelming
weight of numbers. How can mul-
lions of  people be wrong and a
few men here and there, differ-
ing from these millions, be right?

It seems unfitting to the aver-
age man that this should be pos-
sible. It is of course an affront
to his vanity for he, being num-
bered among the millions, has a

as

larity an

who would bs true to their truth- |-

believes; of course he may not be

guide to right thinking would
make things more difficult for him
mentally, for if a man -c¢annot
easily adopt the current views and
be satisfied of their truth, what
is he to do? He is plunged into
confusion. Or-wand - here’s the
rub—he must think for himself.
He must seek the truth along un-
‘familiar paths, in strange far
places. among outlandish minori-
ties. probably running 1t down in
the midst of most unpleasant com-
pany. ' !
But then the average man never
lets himself doubt - for a minute
that whatever is currently believed
by the grestest numbers has, by
the mere fact of this numerical
recommendation. the validity and
eke the virtue of truth. And hav-.
ing this bias in favor of the most
widely sanctioned opiniohs, he is
s0 much farther removed from the
possibility of . recognizing the
truth. .It is one more handicap
to his mind-—actually a handicap,
clearly a handicap as the free man
sees it, but not of courze seen in
this light by the average man. He'
embraces it gladly, as the per-
fectly, sure and simple attitude,
shared by all good men and true.
Indeed. there is often a sort of
pity for the man who stands out-
side the pale of common opinions,
alone (or with few to bear him
company), suspected, condemned
to defeat (as superficially and
contemporarily it appears), denied
the reassurance of numbers.

It is., to be sure, not a question
of pity one way or. the other.
Admittedly, a man can get a'ong
very nicely by agreeing with the
majority—if he happens to have
that kind of a mind. There are
some persons, however, whose
mertal curiosity leads them away
from the broad highway of com-
mon opinion: this mischief is
done, really, when a man first gets
the notion (queer notion, but it
will occasionally suggest itself)
that the truth o’g’ an idea is some-
thing quite apart from the num-
ber of its adherents.. At once
he dismisses the all too simple
rule that ‘“whatever is, i& right”
or that “The majority can’t be
wrong.” He looks thereafter im-
partially for the truth and he mav
discover it on what the majority

undemocratic |,
the | ep

corresponding . pride ‘of opinion; |
and, again, this theory that popu-|¢

has condemned as forbidden or
“infidel” ground.

Breaking away from the rule
of numbers, a man may go fa -
ther and conclude that a majority
opinion is by that token open to
suspicion. That dogma, of courss,
ig just as bad as the other if
one holds to it ag an invariable
and absolute dogma. -It is not
tmpossible fur the majority to be
right, Yet it seems that, on the
whole, their rightness. consists in
a belated recognition of the wis-

opens the -door to considerations
of compromise ‘and policy, to' mo-
tives of expediency which trick
the undeveloped intellectual con-
stience, which have no plice m
any judgment of truth. But aside
from conscience, which is too pH-
able t0 be trustworthy, this con:
fusion of truth with numbers puts
the average man fundamentally on
the side of error and deflects him
from a free course of thought.

4. Labels and Loyalties

We have been at pains to con-
sidef, not merely thiz or that
specific idea of the avérage man,
but the defects of his general at-
titude. He has the illusion of
free-will and therefore he neglects
to study the causes of things—his
view of life is on the surface He
has no clear intellectual regard
for the truth, but takes his be-
liefs as he takes his food or his
amusements—that  is to say, he
“knows what he likes.” He feels
that the truth must rest with
the opinions of the greatest num-

ber.

And let us consider another
widespread tendency which mis-
leads the average man. in his be-
liefs. It is, after all, related to
that gospel of popularity which
we have just examined: a group
loyalty, a class feeling, a racial
hostility, and a narrow provincial-
ism. This leads the average man
to identify his beliefs with his
group—wkbether social, national or
racial—and to adopt a sentiment
of loyalty which is utterly aside
from the question of.truth. It
takes the form of snobbery, and a
snobbery. by no means confined
to those who have great wealth
and social position. For in spite
of the democratic theory, snobbery
thrives among all classes. And
does not the average man look up
to the spokesmen of power, wealth
and fashion in society, granting
a higrtened respect to their opin-
ions? These snobhishly-rated ree-
ommendations occupy a prominent
(if not frankly admitted) role in
the judgments of most people. It
has been suggested in satirg that
“A mil'ion dollars ean't be wrong.”
Most people are worshipers of
success, and a4 man who is emi-
nently successful in any line has
a more respectful audience for his
ideas. He doesn’t have to speak
from knowledge: his money and
position talk more powerfully in
his favor,

More generally, this snobbish
attitude is applied to the ¢lass
identity, as it wee, of ideas. The
average man cannot see truth, for
examp'e, in ideas which are iden-
tified with poor, obscure, unfash-
ionable groups. It is not simply
that such ideas are not popular:
they are not even respectable: the

dom of past minorities, There are
jmany sound ideas whi:h have finally
{won majority approval which were,
i however, originally and for a long
time unpopular. Thus ideas of
keresy have, time and again, found
ia place in the sun of a later or-
thodoxy, The difference that
men in the beginning were
ced of these heetical ideas
, hecause they were irue;
while the average man after the
lapse of generations falls in with
these ideas because they are re-
commended to him by the common
approval of his fellows. He has
no use for the heretics of his own
time. Their arguments p-obably
de not interest him becauss the
mere fact of therr existence vin-
lates a leading principle of iis
philesophy—namely. that a major-
ity must vouch for truth, wisdom
and rightedusness And some-
tinies—on moral questiong, for ex-
ample-—-right and wroag 18 decided
politically by the great number.

As I say, this popular judgment
of ideas stand: as a barrier to the
consideration of tiruth. It is ob-
viously inconsistent with freedom
of thought. The free man, ap-
proaching ideas without fear or
prejudice, discovers that s re-
spect for truth must frequently
place him in conflict with the po-
ular view: and that does not
worry him, for he does not need
the false confidence of imitation.
Every man who thinks-—really
thinks—about life must soon de-
cide whether he is to follow the
truth or follow the crowd.  Hypoc-
risy may strongly suggest the
tatter course and a man may in-
sincerely profess allegiance to the
viewpoint of the greatest number
although. in the privacy of his
own mind., he knows better

In the case of the average man,
this test of popularity s no doubt
unconseiously or, let us say, quite
honestly applied: he would not
state his position as bluntly as it
is stated here, but it amounts to
the same thing--an idea is" true
in proportion to the number who
elfeve it and, too, in

ig

simply

_numbers iz not  thelbeliev
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people who believe in these ideas
~are not impo-tant in the snobbish
‘view. Radizalism is regarded with
disfavor by the average man be-
cause, amony other reasons, it is
on the who'e found among the
least wealthy and *“respectable”
imembers of the community. It

thas an air of the low and 1m-|

(proper side of life which renders
it suvspect and makes it impossei-
ble of honest consideration by a

i

man who, above all,
ventionality, success, and
prestige. = ‘

And in 8peaking of radicalid
we are reminded of the fac
with which labels encourage
false, superficial viewpoint. ¥
say that an idea is “radical,” fo
instance, is—the mere word, min@
you—to create. at once an abtl
tude of  suspicion and even 4f
hostility. To obtsin considerat
such an idea must first of all o
come a powerful mass. of vagus,
stupid distrust: it has really a
very poor chance, with the bad
repute of that label, to be studi-d
on its merits. In the same way,
the label of “infidel” arouses' an
emotion of unreasoning dislike for
a man an idea. No idea so las
beled, it is felt, can be at &l
worthy of a hearing: it Is beyond
the male and to discuss whethet
or not it may be true is an une
thinkable impropriety. And. again,
if certdin aspects of art op
thought are labeled “sordid” of
“vulgar” they are dismissed with
equal intolerance. Even the 18“
of “eritical” is commonly taken
as & warning against ideas. Here
is obviously the very thing which
should recommend an intellectnal
attitude—for eriticiam means cares
ful thinking—-yet the average miasn
regards it as a disqualificatios
just as he thinks that the label
of “pessimistic” means that an
idea i8 bad or false. Labels, it
may be said, are doses of chloro-
form putting thought to sleep.

Other loyalties, with which we
are all too familiar, interfere with'
broadness and realism of thought.
We are patriotic—we are provin-
cial—we are Nordic-~we ara
Christian: which means that idéas
which come from any source for-
eign to these group identifications
are viewed suspiciously: they re-
ceive a slight, disrespectful hear-
ing or perhaps they are not even
given a passing glance; but it
they are contrary to our preton-
ceptions’ as Americans, Nordies
and Christians, then they are sub-
ject not to fair and thoughtful
judgment but to denumnciation.

" This attitude of loyalty t& a
group, an institution, or a tradi-
tion precludes valid, straightfors
ward thinking by the average man.
He rums with his group, right or
wrong—only he will never admit
that it is wrong Lovalty is more
important to him than truth or
humanity or justice. He is so
firmly attached to a set of opin-
1ons that he is incapable of lov-
ing the truth for its own sake.
He closes his eyes and his ears
to criticism. What he believes—
the notions he is tender of be-
cause they are popular and have
the right labels and are identified
with his group and have the sanc-
tion of good form and prestige-—
cannot be, wnen all is said, dis-
cussed to any good purpose. They
may be affirmed wtih great volu-
bility and confidence—but not re~
ally discussed, as if the truth
were an  open question. Thus
virtuously fitted with beliefs, rast-
ing upon many attractive eonsid-
erations but generally indifferent
to the truoth, what use can the
average man have for ideas?
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Page size and bind-
ing remain the same. headings and av-
rangement are new. Sensationalism and
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Also new short features, and a. con-
tinuing policy of no illusttations: read-
ers weleome a magazine without pie-
tures in these days when pictorial peri-
odicals are prevalent.
reader’s magazine—no catering to ad-
vertisers, either by giving space-buyers
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by stifling the editorial policy to con-
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unique: to present truthfully contem-
porary American iife on parade.
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| Coldness in Women

M. GALLICHAN

; made a long and comprehen-
sive study of the various caauses and factors of en abnor-
mality, which is said to be increasing in Western nations.

- sequences, and ave the rvoot-cause of much matrimonial
unhappiness, separations, and diverce cases.
tional resistance te conjugal love is chiefly the result of the
‘misguidance of young women in the art of living, and of
the lack of knowledge)of the scientific bearings of sex,
which is deplored by many leading thinkers and physicians

This velame is sympathetic in

tone, and. contains much valuable counsel for married

“Sexual A‘pathj.z and Coldness in Women,” $2.65 per copy
postpaid, frem Haldeman-Julias Publications, Girard, Kans.

have far-reaching social cen-
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| »The'M:oving Finger Writes

By Lioyd E. Smith

The Argonaut Affair
E. H..J. passed my desk just
now and said: “Here’s the reply
to my reply to the attack in the
Argonaut not long ago.” You re-
member that Edward Morphy,
editor of the Argonawut, attacked
the Little Blue Books in vicious
and vituperative language, calling
wl Little Blue Book readers “pru-
riend wretehes” and other unsa-
vory mames. Mr. Haldeman-Julius
replied. Both the eoriginal at-
tack and the reply were published

in the Weekly not long age.
' Here is the second attack, as

published in the Argonaut:

‘MR, HALDEMAN-JULIUS DISAGREES.

= In ‘another column we print-a let-
ter from Mr.. Emanuel Haldeman-
Julius, publisher of Little Blue
Books. Mr. Haldeman-Julius seems
to ‘have been angered by certain
statements in an editorial in which
we discussed his book, The First
Hundred Million, and some of the
practices the clever fellow boasts. he
employs to promote the popularity.
of his publications. His anger does
him credit, but neither improves his
logic nor alters the case' against him
and his methods.

Debating with . Mr. Haldeman-
Julius is like disputing with a mos-
quito: The job could be done with
greater neatness and dispatch if the
pest would settle down somewhere
and stay put, instead of distributing
his energies according to a formula
that calls for nine parts of buzzing
to one of action. '}‘he_ general effect

of the Haldeman-Julius letter is, as
he says at its end, to answer his
“own questions with one firm mono-
syllable: No.” We are quite willing
to answer them even more firmly
with the same monosyllable; but hav-
ing dore so must still 'insist that
they have nothing to do with our
estimate of the man and his Littie
Blue Books.

Mr. Haldeman-Julius tries to make
Messrs. Shakespeare, Ibsen, Poe,
Kipling, Stevenson, Emerson, and
Charles Chaplin partners in his en-
terprise by pointing out that the
first six are among the authors of
works reprinted in his series and
that Mr. Chaplin is one of his read-
ers. If we say that the publisher of
the Little Blue Books makes his
profits largely by appealing to the
depraved tastes of near-illiterates we

indict ,Shakespeare and the rest—so

he argues—and classes Mr. Chaplin
among the morons. His logie is like
that of the eriminal who argues that
a man cannot be a dutiful son and
affectionate husband and at the same

-time a murderer; gnd, more appro-

priately, like that of the disreputa-
ble seller of books that fills the win-
dow with standard literature and
hidden cases with obscure works, and
proves his virtue by pointing to the
window.

The Little Blue Books do' include
Shakespeare—sixteen. of the plays
receive special mention—and many
other standard works. Merely to re-
print the classics was the original
purpose of Mr. Haldeman-Julius, and
as long as he stuck to works to
which time had given the sanction
of its approval he kept out of trou-
ble. It was only when he began to
believe that his own literary sense
was good enough to permit him to

Complete Works of Clarence

DAR

ROW

ALL FOR A DOLLAR BILL

18 INTRIGUING SECTIONS
CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING TITLES

A Persian Pearl. Essay on the
Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. .
Insects and Men: Instinct and Rea-
son. Discussion vs. Hugh H. Martin.

Voltaire, Who Fooled Priest and

King.

Is Capital Punishment Justified?

Debate vs. Judge Alfred .J. Talley.
I8 Prohibition. Right? Debate vs.

John Haynes Holmes. -

I8 Life Worth Living? - Debate vs.

Frederick Starr. )
Is the Human Race Getting Any-

where? Debate vs. Frederick Starr.
The Skeleton i the Closet.
Essay on Walt Whitman.

" Essay on John P. Altgeld. )
Realism in Literature and Art.
Essay on Robert Burns.

Essay on George Burman Foster.

Some Paragraphs Addressed to
Socialists. )

The Ordeal of Prohibition.

Clarence Darrow is the man who

The Edwardsés and the Jukeses.
Question of heredity discussed.

Are We Machines? Debate vs.
Dr. Will Durant, .
Can the Individual Conmtrol His

Conduct? Debate vs. T. V.- Smjth.
Dry-Loaw:. Debate, vs. Wayne B.
Wheeler,

Do Human Beings Have Free
Will?2 Debate vs. Prof. George Bur-
man Foster.

Resist Not Evil. Discussion of the
doctrine of non-resistance: govern-
ment, crime, punishment, ete.

An Eye for an Eye. Complete
novel.

Plea tm Defense of Loeb and Leo-

pold, the Boy Murderers.

Darrow vs. Bryan in the Famous
Scopes Amnti-Evolution Case.

The Defense of & Negro. Famous
Dr. Sweet case in Detroit.

A Day With Clarence Darrow.

is the most famous. lawyer in America today; who defended the school-
teacher Scopes, against William Jennings Bryan’s Fundamentalist enslaught
at Dayton, Tenn.; who is internationally known as an outstanding Amer-
ican liberal, rationalist; iconoclast, freethinker, and defender of the man
wio is down; who:pleaded for the lives of the two boy killers, Loeb and
Leopold, in Chicago; who defended Dr. Sweet, a Negro, against a charge

of murder incurred.-when the man -protected his home with firearms from:
Read these amazing books.
liberalizing, progressive influence of this great man.
This is undoubtedly the greatest bargain in the

a threatening mob.

—we pay the postage.
history of printing!

Learn of the powerful,
The cost is only §1

EASILY WORTH $3---ALL YOURS FOR $1

Just Pin a Dollar Bill to This Blank

Haldeman-Julius Publications,
Girard, Kansas

[ enclose $1.

my address below.,

Name

City

Send me Clarence Darrow’s
Complete Works, consisting of 26 different
titles in 18 intriguing sectioms, postpaid to

1,157 Pages
300,000 Words
Almost 2 Pounds =~ !

Address

State...

w | pass upon aad publish oﬁginﬁl works

that his nature betrayed him. =

“The Little Blue Books devoted.to
Shakespeare’s immortal plays are a
portien of the series of which I have
always been proud,” he says in his
book. “The editions are complete
and verbatim—though they eften run
to 96 and 128 pages each, which are
almost - prohibitively expensive
these days of a five-cent price umi-
formly postpaid to any address in
the world.” :

But let us take the figures from
The First Hundred Million and see
to what extent Mr. Haldeman-Julius’.
cultivated readers buy Shakespeare,
in comparison with their purchasés
of other works im the series.

i Annual
| Sales
o SHAKESPEARE. ;
Romeo and Juliet.. .. ... 14500
Julius Caesar ... ISRERSEIN - X1 [ |

The Merchant of Venice........ 9,500
Hamlet 9,000
Macbeth : 9,000
‘As You Like Tt — 9,000
The Taming of the Shrew..... 9,000
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 8,000

The Comedy of Errors...... — 6,500
The Merry Wives of Windsor 6,500
The Tempest ... 6,500
Othello 6,000

Twelfth Night ... 5,000
Much Ado About Nothing...- 5,000
King Lear 4,000
Measure for Measure...e.— 2,500

BLUE BOOK BEST SELLERS.

Prostitution in the Modern
World 129,500

What Married Women Should
Know 112,000
Woman’s Sexual Life ... .. 97,000

Prostitution in the Ancient
World 84,500
TlHCit LOVE oooeeercemresrrsemsrrens 81,000

What Married Men Should

Know 97,500
The Art of Kissing....w. .. 60,500
Catholicism and SeX ... - 65,000
Prostitution in the Medieval

World 78,000
Love Letters of a Portuguese

Nun 46,000
How to LOVe ..mennrcsmeesssenirs 52,000
Homosexual Life .. . 54,500
Sex Life in Greece and Rome 56,000
Mistresses of Today.. 52,5600
Jokes About Married Life... 45,500
One of Cleopatra’s Nights..... 60,000

Mr. Haldeman-Julius is proud of
the publication of Shakespeare, not
of the sale. Total sales of the six-
teen plays listed amounted in a year
to 119,500—just 10,000 less than
sales: of the one Little Blue Book
titled “Prostitution in the Modern
World.” Sales of the sixteen plays
exceeded by 7,500 the sales of an-
other book, “What Married Women
Should Know.” Not all the books
listed in the lower column are
trash, of course, but the titles would
lead the near-illiterates that eonsti-
tute the bulk of the Blue Book mar-
ket to believe they ‘designated books
of the kind they seem to crave.

That Mr. Haldeman-Julius makes
available in a cheap form the works
of Shakespeare does not excuse the
fact that he lifted Guy de Maupas-
sant’s “The Tallow Ball” from his
hospital for sick books and made it
a best seller by titling it “A French
Prostitute’s Sacrifice.” Nor does it
speak for the intelligence and de-
cency of the bulk of his readers that
Gautier’s “Fleece of Gold” was vastly
more - popular as “The Quest for a
Blonde Mistress,” Hugo’s “The King
Enjoys Himself”” under the Halde-
man-Julius-given title of “The Lust-
ful King Enjoys Himself,” and Zoril-
la’s “None Beneath the King” as
“None Beneath the King Shall En-
joy This Woman.”

The fact that Dr. John Dewey and
Sir Arthur Keith and many other
good men have bought Little Blue
Books does not mean that they have
bought “How to Love” or “What
Every Married Woman  Should
Know” or “The Art of Kissing”—to
name only three volumes among Hal-
deman-Julius’ best sellers—nor does
it mean that most of the publisher’s
readers are eultivated men and we-
men. They are not.
sons of low tastes.

One of our differences with Mr.
Haldeman-Julius seems to lie in the
fact that he does not think a prefer-
ence for works on “How to Love”
and “Illicit Love” and ‘“Homosexual
Life” indicates depravity; and we do.
He says that these are the titles of
Books dealing with “scientific facts
about biology and physiology,” and
from that argues that they do not
appeal to prurience. But he lists
“How to Love” and “Illicit Love” in
a group of books headed “Love,” not
biology and physiology: and he lists
“Homosexual Life” under “Sex.” An-
other favorite group title is “Pas-
sion”—a word that can always be
depended upon, he says, to sell books
to his discriminating readers. Mr.
Haldeman-Julius credits the popu-
larity of sex books to his readers’
interest in Life, and defends his cus-
tomers against the charge .of de-
pravity. Really, he says. they are of
first-rate intelligence—cultivated men,
But let him read his own testimonial
to their erudition (Pages 152 and
1568 of his book): ]

“I would have gambled a great
deal on Clement Wood’s biography of
Casanova, especially since it was
deliberately "entitled ‘Casanova: and
His Loves.’ The universal popularity
of the ‘sex books,” so called, would
seem to indicate that this book on
Casanova should be automatically a
best seller. It did not work eut that
way. The diagnosis of the failure
was that people did not know the
name Casanova, and so they did not
care a nickel’s worth about whom he
loved or did not love. There was a
mild revolution in the sales record
of this .book when it was advertised
as ‘Casanova, History’s Greatest
Lover’! Witness the figures—8,000
before the changé: a yearly sale of
22,000 after it! A similar example
is Ralph .Oppenheim’s life of George
Sand: it is now called, with a gain
of 6,000 copies a year, ‘The Love-
Life of a Frenchwoman.” Which
proves, if anything, that the public
would rather buy a book about an
unknown Frenchwoman, when re-
minded that she is French, than one
about someone whose name suggests
neither nationality mor  familiarity.”

They are per-

sort. It proves merely that a eertain
group of persons ef barnyard. tates
will buy anything -with a suggestive
 title, But what. shall we say of the
quality of scholarship of readers that
never heard. of ‘Casanova, .and. did
not, know whether George Sand ‘was
a mam er a woman, English: or
Freneh?

We quarrel with Mr. Haldeman-
Julius, however, mainly because he
has the bad taste te: boast of sins
that he ought to ‘conceal and because
he has the effrontery to say that the
weakness of the great majority of
his ‘readers:-for matters: pertaining
to the gutter proves the level of
American taste in reading. Lists of
best sellers and lists. of books most
in demand - in - American ° libraries
prove clearly: emough, we think, the
error of Mr., Haldeman-Julius’' as-
sumption; for one beok popular be-
cause of its suggestiveness there are
in these lists twenty popular because
of real merit. These twenty are not
books that the bulk of the  buyers
of Mr. Haldeman-Julius’ first hun-
dred million would care to have, but
they are the bocks that American
people read. )

We can understand kow Mr. Hal-
deman-Julius might have been so
insensitive to the demands of de-
cency as to boast in The First Humn-
dred Million of the methods he em-
ploys to sell his books. The amazing
thing is that he seeks to defend his
practices after their iniquity has
been pointed out te him. He man-
ages his defense badly—as he must,
for his weapons.are of straw. .

.There are two points in this
editorial which need definite reply.
One is the ‘question of depravity.
What; after all, is depravity? Mr.
Morphy seems to think that any
confessed interest in sex is de-
praved. This is exactly analogous
to the question of sin. What is
sin? Sin is what a supposedly
higher authority says is evil or
wicked. This higher authority,
with respect to'sin, has usually
been the church, speaking for God,
since God seems unzhble to be
present and speak for himself.

There is a difference between
gutter sex and open-and-above-
board sex. There are true-con-
fession magazines, pep-and-snappy
story magazines, and all kinds of
books which dispense sex thrills
in the guise of moral lessons.
They enhance the lure of sex by
adding to it the bright colors of
forbidden fruit. They do not know
how to be frank. Probably Mr.
Morphy would condemn their
readers as prurient wretches, too.

‘But it is possible to- offer printed
information about sex——physiolog—l
ical and psychological information
—that is not prurient. The facts
of physiology are not porno-
.graphic, and surely an interest:
in - What Every Married Woman
Should Know is not a sign of de-
pravity. What should she know?
She should know the facts of bi-
ology; she should know something
about - her physical srtucture, and
what changes her married life may
make in her emotional self; she.
should know what the euphemistic
advertisements call the facts of
“feminine hygiene.,” It would
seem that she is open to the
charge of depravity if she does
not wish to know these facts,
rather than if she has a desire to
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themselves about; and perhaps he

will begin to realize that they

should be allowed te inform them-
selves. R :

Anyhow, Mr. Morphy has had
his say—and, by the way, speak-
ing of changing ‘“classic” mnames,
one wonders how the good name
of Murphy ever became metamor-
phosed into Morphy (otherwise,
. whence “Morphy” ?)—and we can
sit back and take another deep
breath.  E. H.-J. takes the whole
thing rather lightly. Smiling
blandly he hinted that the way to
settle the whole thing would be to
run an advertisement in the Argo-
naut, listing the Shakespeare books
and the other books which Mr. Mor-
phy dislikes so violently. Let Argo-
naut readers take their pick. E.
H.-J. says that they will choose
like everyone else; after all, hu-
man’ nature is the same univer-
sally. .

But the Argonaut readers have
been primed against buying  the
books to which their editor ob-
jeéts. They would stuff the balot-
box by buying Shakespeare. A
fairer test would be to run the
advertisement in any paper which
meets with Mr. Morphy’s approval,
and which will print the two lists
of books which he cites -in  his
editorial. Say, the Christian Her-
ald, or some such paper of high
“moral” standing. The readers
‘must not be warned. that a test
is being made. They are simply
to be given their choice between,
Shakespeare and Maupassant—be-
tween what Mr. Morphy finally
admits is a good book and what
he condemns as bad.

It would be difficult for Mr.
Morphy to find a paper whose
readers are not, according to his
method of classifying them, pre-
dominantly “prurient wretches.”
Does Mr. Morphy always observe
his own Index Expurgatorius—
does he never read a book which
he feels indicates the reader to be
a “prurient wretch”?

If ' the paper - refuses to print
the “sex books,” that is appar-
ently proof that the paper feels
its readers to be potential “pru-
rient wretches,” and, therefore;, in
the interests of common humanity,
refuses to let them have a chance
to get the sort of thing they erave.
Ah, these judges, who set them-
selves up to determine what is or
is not good for their fellow human
beings!

This controversy—The Argonaut
vs. The First Hundred Million—
has already awakened echoes. Lit-
erally from eoast to coast indeed,
for this most recent diatribe of
the Argonaut was reprinted in the
Lewiston (Me.) Journal, with the
concluding remark: “So goes the
merry war—chiefly ahbott  noth-
ing.” It seems to be quite reada-
ble from the Lewiston Journal
editorial point of view, however.

L L I
Bertrand Russell to Write for Hal-
deman-Julius Publications

Bertrand Russell, noted British

\ ]

inform herself concerning them.
And why shouldn’t men also be in-
terested in these facts? Marital
happiness cannot come without
mutual understanding—an under-
standing that is not merely pret-:
tily platonic. f

A sex pamphlet has just been’
suppressed in the enlightened city
of New York, which had received
the endorsement of physicians,:
ministers, Y. M. C. A. secretaries,
and H. L. Mencken, among others.
This pamphlet circulated for years.
Then, because of some strange
quirk in some reformer’s mind, it
was barred from the mails. The
author, a woman, is now awaiting
trial for having sent this “ob-
scene” work through the mails.
No doubt Mr. Morphy  would ap-
prove of this. Yet, which is bet-
ter, for young people to get their
sex knowledge from books of
sound physiology, or for them to
get luridly distorted knowledge
from back-of-the-hand whisperings
in dark .corners of obscure alleys?

People must learn. They must
be given a chance to learn—to im-
prove their tastes; to advance their
scholarship.. Such opportunities
are given everyone by the Little
Blue Books.

Then Mr. Morphy says that the
books most popular in public libra-
ries are -books of real/merit, and
that these popularity-lists refute
the statistics cited in The First
'Hundred Million. Mr. Morphy
seems to forget that public libra-
ries .offer only selected books to
the general public. Readers must
choose from what the library has.
Let a public' library put on its
open shelves some books of sex in-
formation, some discussions of
'birth: control, some agnostic and
freethought - works, side by side
with' the “works of real merit”
which Mr. Morphy approves, and
then see what ‘happens. Perhaps
then Mr. Morphy will learn what

‘It .preves, of .course, nothing of the

rconsented to write a series of
rarticles for
i Publications,

! Debunker and The American Pa-

Philosopher and Rationalist, has

the Haldeman-Julius
These articles will
run to approximately 7,500 words
each, and will be printed in The

rade, depending. on their nature.
Watch for announcements.

The first article to be written
by Bertrand Russed exclusiveiyv!
for Haldeman-Julius Publications
is to be entitled: “Has Religion
Made Any Contributions to Civili-
zation?” Mr. Russell can be de-

notch material on this ever-recur-
ring question, -

Bertrand Russel]l already has his
name on the title page of a couple
of Little Blue Books, as follows:
What Can a Free Man Worship?
(No. 677); Is Soviet Government
Practical for Western Civiliza-
tion? debate vs. Scott Nearing
(No. 723) ;. and a forthcoming new
title, Why I Am Not ¢, Christian
(to be No. 1872).
has an article entitled *“The Sham
of American Education” in A Book
of American Shams, Little Blue
Book No. 1125, * Incidentally, he

phers, Little Blue Book No. 802.

If you are not aware of Ber-
trand Russell’s importance in con-
temporary letters, the following
paragraphs will enlighten you:

“Bertrand Russell is connected
by birth with one of the great
houses of England and is kmown
throughout the world for his eon-
tributions to mathematics, philos-
ophy and social science. He was
a lecturer and sometime Fellow
of Trinity College,” Cambridge
(England), from which he gradu-
ated. He is heir to the present
Earl Russell, whose independence
of spirit is shown by his self-
styled title of ‘agnostic’ He is
well’ known in American scientific

pended upon to deliver some top-|

Mr. Russell also|

is discussed by Dr. Will Durant in|
| Contemporary FEuropean Philoso-
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sophical lectures here. He was
a special Professor. of Philosophy
at Harvard im 1914. His fearless
denunciations of the Conscription
Act in England during the war
created a stir throughout  the
Empire. ‘

“In 1920 he visited Russia and
his opinions on the Bolsheviki and
the political situation in that coun-
try found constant echo in the
speeches of David Lloyd George.
In 1920-21 he served as Professor
of Peking Government University.
It 'was while in this latter position
that his articles on the political,
social, and economic future of
China and the Orient startled the
whole world. The official attitude
of the government of the world
toward China has radically chang-
ed since then. - Mr. Russell is a
prolific writer and his articles ap-
pear - constantly in our -leading
magazines. Many of his books
have been translated into fqoreign
tongues.”

Some of Bertrand Russell’s
works are: Problems of Philoso-
phy (1911) ; Muysticism and Logic
(1918); Roads to Freedom
(1918) ; The Practice and Theory
of Bolshevism (1920); The Analy-
sis of Mind (1921).

Announcements of ‘publication
dates for Bertrand Russell’s ex-
clusive articles will be printed in
this paper. '

I T T S
.Novel Given New Name

The new novel by Mr. and Mrs.
Haldeman-Julius, which was pub-
lished serially in The American
Parade under the title Violence!—
is to be published in the spring of
1929 by Simon & Schuster, New
York. In book form the mnovel
has been given a new name:
Dixie. It was felt that this name
is more expressive of tlge novel’s
depiction of life in contemporary
southern states—particularly the

central southern states. Watch
for announcements of the publica-
tion of this sensational novel in
clothbound form.

L R

Shop Talk

The Kansas City Star recently
gave George M. Husser’s Crooked
Financial Schemes Exposed (to be
Little Blue Book No. 1339) a
boost: ‘“Anyone who is tempted
to make investments in alluring

THE DEBUNKER is fearless,
stepping on anybody’s toes,
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tions,

THE DEBUNKER is authoritative.
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schemes promising quick and huge
returns may  be saved considera-
ble grief by reading this little
book and taking its ‘lessons to
heart.” i
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“And now we have The Anveri-
can Parade, and we will be front
seat spectators, you may be sure;
so’ with all good wishes for it and
you and everything emanating
from - the intellectual center ‘par
excellence’ at Girard, Kans.’—

Mrs. J. C. Kolar, Detroit, Mich.

“I received your books and am
very much pleased with them. I
enjoy them more than:the  other
books I have in languages self
taught.”—Anna Cherven, E. Lo-
rain, Ohio. )

* * & :
- I have been reading your pub-
lications for several years, and, as
the enclosed check will testify, I
have an appetite for more. Thanks
to the University in Print, I have
pretty well debunked myself along
most lines. » o

“Undoubtedly, the Little Blue
Books are the greatest institution
for mass education in this coun-
try. Tt is the privilege of any
thinking person, who has a few
cents in his pocket, to rid himself{,
of superstitious nonsense and men-
tal cobwebs. .

“As reading for the intelligent,
The Debunker, The American Pa-
rade and the Weekly have no su~
periors, and only one or two com-
petitors which come near "their
standard.”—Venice Brink, Nash-
ville, Ill.- i

L I I T

In one morning, the mail for
Haldeman-Julius Publications con-
tained orders from the following
countries:  Siam, Mesopotamia
(Iraq), Czecho-Slovakia, Union of
Socialist Soviet Republics,. China,
India, Italy, France, England, Caun-
ada, Mexico, -Cuba, Brazil, New
Zealand,  British South Africa,
Japan, Straits' Settlements, and
Philippine Islands.

LR

A woman in Missouri (this isn’t
a joke; she lives in Missouri)
wrote, enclosing ten cents, and
asking for a book which would te!l
her how to win a husband. Ever
anxious to please, she was sent
Little Blue Book No. 1320, How
to Get a Husband, by Betty Van

Deventer.

ar It panders to no one.
dependent of advertising revenue it can speak its mind freely without

THE DEBUNKER is always interesting.

other magazine dares to publish. Not an article between the covers
of any issue would you willingly pass up.
THE DEBUNKER has a sense of humor.
and wry countenance of the professional reformer, but the happy smile
It debunks with a laugh. It sparkles and brims

THE DEBUNKER is up-to-the-minute, fresh, new; vigorons—ho méaly-

mouthed mumbling of hackneyed commonplaces,
pep. Most of its writers are young

THE DEBUNEKER is a necessary ingredient in

FightingBunkWith
Printer’s Ink

Being entirely in-

THE DEBUNKER shows one side of every question: that opposed to

THE DEBUNKER is militant. It does not stop with weak-kneed ladies’
club dlscusstoqs of Bunk. * It openly denounces it in no uncertain terms
and leads a vigorous attack against it in

all its variegated manifesta-

The editors go to considerable trouble
The authors are people of achievement

It prints facts and opinions no

It has not the sour and dour

It is full of vim and
people in the midst of this turbu-

THE DEBUNKER is growing. Established only fomr years ago it has
Today already a sizable audience and is a' strapping young giant look-
ing for stili wider fields of endeavor.

It deserves and needs your

the make-up of every free

It keeps him shorn of all false ideas and ideals.. You too need it.
THE DEBUNKER costs only $1.50 for a solid year of 12 big issues. Surely

this is a trifling sum considering the quality and value of the maga-
In fact you cannot afford not to have

SUBSCRIBE NOW!

If You Use This ‘Blénlz

' Haldeman-Julius Publications, Girard, Kansas.

I enclose $1.50 ($2 Canada and foreign countries).
DEBUNKER for one year starting with the issue of April, 1929. Also
send me, free of charge, “This Tyranny of Bunk,” by E. Haldeman-

Julius.
Name .......co0vuiunn.

City;..«........‘......,,,...,.....

people earnestly want to imform
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circlely; - ‘especially - by his philo-
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-Send me THE
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. Why not subscribe for two or three wears while you are at it?
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