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ls the Bchef in lmmortahty

of the'Soul =~

Necessarv @r Even Desn'able’

By CL ARENCE Baanow

HERE is, perhaps, no more
str:kmg example - of

credulity - of man than the
2 wide-spread belief in -
) mortality. This idea includes
{{ not omly the belief that
 death is not the end of what

7 sonal
memory persists beyond the grave.
is the ordinary individual te held fast to this beliet
that, as a rule, he refuses to read or to think upon
the subject lest it cast doubt upom his cherished
dream. Of those who may chance to look at. this
centribition, many will do so with the determina-
tion mot to be convinced, and will refuse even to
censider the: manifold reasons that might weaken
their faith. I know that this is true, for I kmow

identity  invelvipg

the reluctance with which 1 long approached the-

subject and my firm determination not to give up
my hepe. Thus the myth will stand i the way of
a sensible adjustment to facts.

Even many of those who claim to lbelieve in
immortality still tell themselves and others that
neither side of the question is susceptible of proof.
Just what can these hopeful ones believe that the
word “proof” involves? The evidence against the
persistence of personal consciousness is as -strong
as the evidence of gravitation, and much more ob-
vious. It is as convincing and unassailable as the
preof of the destruction of wood or coal By fire. If
it is not certain that death ends personal identity
and memory, then almost nothing that man accepts
as true is susceptible of proof.

The beliefs of the race and its individuals are
relics of the past. Without careful examination,
no one can begin to understand how many of man's
cherished opinions have no foundation in fact. The
comwnon experience of all men should teach them
how easy it is to believe what they wish to accept,
Experienced psychologists know perfectly well that

if they desire to convince a man of some idea, they:

‘'must first make him went to believe it. There are

$0 many hopes, so many strong yearnings and de- .

sires attached to the’doctrine of immortality that it
is, practically impossible to create in any mind the
wish to be mortal. Still, in spite of strong desires,
millions of people are filled with doubts and fears
that will not dowa, After all, is it not better to
look the question squarely in thé face and find out
whether we are harboring a delusion?

It is customary to speak of a “'belief in 1mmor-
tality.” First, then, let us see what is meant by the
word “belief.” If I take a train in Chicago at
noon, bound for New York, I believe T will reach
that city the next morning. I believe it because I
‘have been to New York. I have read about the
city, I have known many other people who have
been there, and their stories are not inconsistent
with any known facts im my own experience.
have even examined the time tables and T know
just how I will go and how long the trip will take.
In other words, when I board the train for New
York, I believe I will reach that city because |
have reason to believe it,

But 3f 1 am told that next week T shall start
on a trip to Gootville; that T shall not take my body
with me; that I shall stay for all eternity: can !
find a single fact connected with my journey—the
way I shall go, the time of the iourney, the ceun-

try 1 shall reach, its location in space, the way !

we call life, but that per-

So determined

shall live there—or anythmg that woald leud to S B
rational belief that I shall realty make the trip?]

Have I ever known anyone who has made the jour-

ney and returned? I I am really to believe, T must! 2
try to get some infermation about aMl these unpor-

.tant facts.

But poeple hesm.te to ésk'quesﬁons about life| -
after death. They de not ask, for they know that|
enly silence comes out of ‘the eternal darkamess of ]

endless space. Tf people realty believed in a beau-
tiful, happy, glorieus land waiting te receive them
when they died; if they believed that their friends
would be waiting to meet them: if they believed that

all pain and suffering would be left behind: why

should they live through weeks, months, and even

years of pain amd torture while a cancer ecats its|]
- Why should |-

way to the vital parts of the body? _
one fight off death? Because he dées mof believe
in any real sense: he enly hopes. Everyone kmows
that there is mo real evidence of amy such state of
bliss; so we are told not to search for preof. We
are to accept through faith alone. But every think-
ing person knows that faith can enly come threugh
belief.
accepts a eertain idea, -
brought about only by evidesce.

smay be simply the unsupported statement of your

grandmother ; it may be wholly insufficient for rea- |di

soning men; but, good or bad, it must be cnough
for the believer or he could not believe.

Upon what cvidencc, then, are we asked to be-
lieve in immortality? There is no evidence. One
ts told to rely on faith, and no doubt this serves
the purpose so long as one can believe blindly what-
ever he is told. But if there is ne evidence upon
which to build a positive belief in immortality, let
us examine the other side of the question. Perhaps
evidence can be found to support a positive con-
viction that immortality is a delusion.

The belief in :mmortahty expresses itself in
two different forms. On the one hand, there is a

 belief in the immortality of. the ‘“‘soul.” This is

tity, the consciousness, the memory of the individual
persists after death/ On the other hand many
religious creeds formulated a belief in the resur-
rection of the body”—which is aomething else again.
It will be necessary to examine both forms of thls
belief in turn. ,

The idea of continued 1
old It doubtless had its
hood of the race. In view of the limited knowledge
of primitive man, it was not unreasonable, His|d
dead friends and relatives visited him in dreams
and visions and were present in his feeling and im-
agination until they were forgotten. Therefore the
lifeless body did not raise the question of dissolu-
tion, but rather of duality. It was thought that
man was a dual being possessing a_body and a soul
as separate entities, and that when a man died, his
soul was released from his body to continue its life
apart. Consequently, food and drink were placed
upon the graves of the dead to be used in the long
journey into the unknown. In modified forms, this
belief in the duality of man persists to the present
day. DBut primitive man had no conception of life
as having a beginning and an end. In this he was
tke the rest of the animals. Today. everyone of
ordinary intelligence knows how life begins, and to
examine the beginnings of life leads to inevitable

ife after death is very
roots back in the child-

(Continued on page two)

Belief implies a condition of mmd that» el
This condition can "be|y..
True, the evidence|.

sometimes interpreted to mean simply that the id’f;-,n-"i,'mm,,s it rained too hard and they got disagreeably wet.
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“Dust” 1S A STORY

v@pnze for the best definition of the Scien-
mhons ‘were memed and prmted In the

La.nybhmg as mtan:l"ble as an attitude, more or
have to be resorted to. Yet in the case of the
v: fortunately offers, in the form of .its first
appearauee;” & very oambe example of its nature; Most attitudes,
like' most of #ke other mentai traits, develop so slowty and ripen so
gradually ; by the time anyone thinks to define them, they are
20 mgrmrmedf d natural it is difficilt to separate them from similar
; and descrive them suoccinctly. The scientific attitude,
however. bu;-ﬁt upén the world so suddemly in the sixteenth cemtury |
and stood ofit ®o sharply against the pwvaﬁmg theological attitude

birth in the theory ef one man.
and the bheory that ‘6f heliocentricity.

ot because amy amazingly new facts were
dlm‘overed because -Copernicus happened to be the first
humen being wag able to. adopt a scientific point of view when

thinking about the unjwerse. The difference between his way of think-
ing and that of his pious colleagues, while certainly most extraordi-
nary, was at'the same time very simple and mtelhgl'ble All of the
devout Chnstlans of his day had the same good opinions of them-
selves that all the devout Christians since his day and all the devout
Mohammedans and Buddhists and New Thoughters and Theosophists
and Etfmcal Culturists of any day have had and still have of them-
selves. They might publicly and with much gnashing of teeth de-
seribe themselves to their Lord as unworthy and miserable sinners,
but secretly they were perfectly sure that this same Lord knew just
how fine and worthy they really were. And they were equally certain
that He Bad 1nvented the earth and everything om it and the heavens
and everyt}u Jn them just so those that worshiped with the praper
cere mony‘ co! d ‘have a fairly decent temporary and a very elegant,
permanent abode Their only kick came from their opinion that their
present home was not always ' quite satisfactory. Sometimes the sun
shone -too bhgbtly,, and they became uncomfortably warm. At other
-But these
-mconvemences, thiey - were convinced, were also meant entirely for
bhe-m ;o Ghey crmeocted the. “miseérable sinner” gag to account for
them E

W'hen the

noti'ced 4he stars in:the .sky but could thlnk of mno
; \Cpnt*nued on page 2 )

.mystical ‘motions of all preceding ages that we.
; The man-

ific theories came into existence at the!

HUNDREDS OF MAR-
RIED MEN AND WO-
MEN WILL RECOGNIZE.
AND YET NO ONE EVER
TOLD IT BEFORE. NoO
OTHER  AMERICAN
WRITER EVER HAD THE
COURAGE. IT IS TO®
STARK—T00 RUTHLESS :
— TO0 MERCILESSLY.
SHORN OF SENTIMEN-
TALITY. NO ONE PER-
| SON COULD HAVE TOLD
IT! ONLY A MAN AND
A WOMAN TOGETHER

“DUS

By E. and M. Haldemgn. s
REVIEWS o v
Boston Transcriptes’ 000 Ly

“FProm beginning to’ M ﬁ’é’ST ‘18'

work of art, a seerching probe tuto hmn
souls brought together by an M?ﬁmeht
fate end parted bu a caprice of mz.ture

New York Evening Post---

“DUST 1is a highly worthy aid,mon to
the best im our cowtemporary lette'rs.

Chicago Tribune~--

COULD HAVE PROBED “DUST is a true work of art. It is.a.
SO DEEP INTO LIFE joy to find a ﬂa‘st novel so brimming with
ANB SEEN IT SO COM- promise.’

PLETELY. MR. AND New Jersey Lea&er--- '

'MRs, HALDEMAN- " “This gripping story is bound to take
{JULIUS HAVE THE. its. place as one of :.the important first
GIFT OF RARE UNDER- “novels of the year—indeed one of the high
STANDING.  THOUGH water marks m a season that is 7rich n

the produstion of netable literature.”.
Philadelphia Public Ledger— -

- “The. anthors have produced a most: re=<
markable movel of the Middle West. & mas-
terly piece 'of work which touches every
emotional chord, as well os making '3
strong intellectual appeal.”

New York World--- ;

“In_truth & wark of lzterary note—e
tragedy set forth with such dignity (md
power that it should compel 'readma

PRICES:

AN PR Pwperbound edetum. cover.
T ———— 7 . 7 27 722X COlO"’ S. Sub~
stantia?. handy size, thor<
oughly readable. The com=
9C plete  novel—not. & word
G RA
I

THIS IS THEIR FIRST
NOVEL, IT IS CONSIS-
TENT WITH THEIR
REPUTATIONS ESTAB-
LISHED AS WRITERS IN
OTHER FIELDS. “Dust”
IS UNLIKE THE USUAL
EPHEMERAL WORK—
IT IS STILL READ; AS
CARL SANDBURG RE-
MARKED, “IT LINGERS
ON” AND STAYS WITH
ONE. IT HAS BEEN
DESCRIBED AS “A
WORTHY VOLUME IN
THE  MID - WESTERN
EPIC THAT OUR
YOUNGER AUTHORS
HAVE BEGUN TO
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omitted—enxactly the same
as the clothbound edition.
Now sent -postpaid any-
where for 39¢ wer copy.

. = B Clothvound__edition, 251 nemmmmm—m—m
WRI‘?E' ’,I,‘HE THEME E% g«ﬁres. “ withe gggtecting WML HA R
OF “DUST” OPENS AND EE jacket. Large. clear type.

CLOSES THE STORY £ 8 A ment miece OfftbOOk'm;?-"’ $ 1 3 5

AND RUNS ALL £ E wacluyring crefismanship

. onr = Published  at $1.90; - now

THEOUGH: IT, . FROM §§ sent postmwd to amy ad- i i il
Haldeman-Julius Publlcatlons, Glrard Kansas

wn's Bad Book! '’
Comnnls:r nstianism: [

In reply to his summons Blehqo‘
Brown says in part: “My heresy does
not ‘consist in réfecting the theology
of the Christian. mtelpretatlon of re-|

mptive religi bnt in emptying it |
of its tradxtxonal sapernaturalism and |
filling it -with scieﬁtlﬁc naturalism, !
In this way T still heid to the Gods of :
the Old and New Testaments, but 1
empty them eof their Mosaism and
Paulinism and fill them thh Darwin-
ism and Marxism.”

A copy of “Communism and Chris-
tianism,” 224 pages, -now in its 150th
thousand, will be malled for 30 cents,
postpaid.

THEMARTYRDOM OFMAN

By Winwood Reade

Originally undertaken as an Introduction
to Oniversal Hisiory, this remarkable bock
on its first publitation in 1872 was greeted !
with a storm of abuse from every reputabie
paper in Englanc which could be prevailed
on to notice it at all. Yet this attempt te
suppress a courageous and vivid picture of
human progress was entirely ineffective. From
the first The Megrtyrdem of Man sold well,
and attack and condemnation by well-mean-
ing fanatics and reactionaries have failed to
stop the continued circulation and influence
of one of the most picturesque and stimulat.
ing reviews of the triumphs and disasters of
civilization ever writter in, any language.$2.30
per copy, prepaid.

Haldeman-Julius Ce.. Girard, Kansas
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THE OUTLINE OF BUNK

The complete story of mankind's bar-
den of bunk down through the ages—some-
thing new in outlines! Here is the hu-
manization of knowledge approached. from
a vividly fresh viewpoint. The most fa-

- monus Debunker of them all tells a story
that is biting in its condemnation, swift
in its narrative, zestful in its style. Thor-
oughly readable, vitally critical, this is a
book that certainly should be im the
lbrary of every intelligent reader, 27
chapters; 500 pages.

IN THIS LIBRARY OF WORKS OF £. HALDEMAN-
ULIUS YOU GET 29 DIFFERENT BOOKS. ALL FOR
LESS THAN THE PRICE OF THE TWO LARGE
CLOTHBOUND BOOKS ALONE!
READY OWN SOME OF THE BOOKS, AT THIS
PRICE YOU SHOULD GRAB THIS CHANCE, FOR
THESE BOOKS ARE EXCELLENT FOR HANDING

wealth?

LIBRARY

world as a

lic.
edited.

rears.
EVEN {F YOU AL. o

TO FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES goes om

PRICE OF THIS $4.00

BOOK ALONE

Julius,
offer:
Life;
tiens;

Some Chapter Titles

The Outline of Bunk and The First
Hundred Million contain many allur-
ing chapter headings, including: Are
Americans afraid of sex? . . .. Ral-
ers of men have had their ups and
downs, yet bunk has always ridden
in the bandwagon. .’ .. .. Americans
want fun end laughter. ... . In man’s
sex ideas and behavior, matural sense
and social policy and bunk have been
confused. .. . .. The quest for self-
improvement. .. . .. The object of the
debunker is to make life more sane,
better ordered, and more enjeyable.
- - - Business man or philanthropist?

Serapboek;

-Library of 27 Books Sent Free!

Yeu get the following 27 different books, all by E. Haldeman-

absolutely free amd postpaid with this combination
(1) Studies in Ratienalism; (2) Fum I Get Out of
(3) Meodern Cnulture;
{5) Persons and Persena!itlea
Debunker; (7) Bumk Box;
Freethought in America;
Snapshots ef Medern Lr.fe (12) Tyranny of Bumk; (13) Sane
and Sensible Views of Llfe, (14) Clippings from am Editer’'s
(15) Life of John Brown;
(17) Freetheught Essays; (18) Is Progress an Illusion? (19)
Caught, Preams, ete.; (29) Embers;
{22) Ferd’s §-Day Week; (23) Unworthy Ceopers; (24) De.
bunking Essays: (25) Art of Reading; (26) Notes ox E. H.-J,,
»y Mrs. HJ.; (27) E. H.-J., Man and His Werk.

ALL OF THESE $5.10 —

BOOKS SEPARATELY

THE FIRST 100,000,000

Acclaimed throughout
‘significant. contribution to the
psychology of the Amerxcan reading pub-
The story: of how F Haldeman-Julius
published,
100,000,000 Little Blue Books in nine
The inside story of publishing!
What America wants t¢ read!
with unusual anecdotes, startling statis-
tics, and fascinating revelations of what
in the editorial sanctum. 340
pages; 17 chapters.

PRICE OF THIS
BOOK ALONE

provable find it

B e e P A s A

-the publishing

ant?

advertlsed and sold

-

Replete realistic inclination

$3.00

(4) Icomoclastic Literary Reae-
(6) Cenfesswns of a
(8) Agnostie Looks at Life; (9)

(10) Myths and Myth-Makers; (11)

(16) Coler of Life;
(21) Brief Burlesques;

ALL FOR $6.85

A TOTAL OF
29 'BOOKS
3,500 PAGES
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HAT the optimist is chiefly distinguished by his willingness te
take a cheerful view of other people's troubles? That the senti-
mentalist will sniffle over trifles and remain unmoved by con-

should cli
in all other things?

opinion about the proper care of his teeth—considers the opinion of the vil-
iage preacher on evolution to be as good as that of a leading scientist? That

ctice the utmost license in their own sex relatione will cry out in virtuous

about the advantages of poverty 1z himsel! a man of definitely appreciated
That men who dismiss scientific theories ae far-fetched and un-
easy to believe that Jesus rose from the dead?
who profess to believe in toleration will always add,
line somewhere”—and then draw the line at ideas which they find umpleas-
That a man can be an earnest advocate of law and order and believe
in mobbing all who are suspected not to be in favor of law and order? That
the man who says every one can be successful in life, success fellowing ef-
fort as inevitable effect follows cause, is often a fadlure himself? That the
man who says all is spiritual and material things are not real shows a quite

not one man in a thousand has ideas about life which, in the simplest view
of fact and logic, agree one with another?

el

Why Is It—

That the man who believes we
ing to the religion of our fathers doesn’t copy his father
That the man who goes to the right place
ns—who does not rely upon a garage mechanic for an

{ enormous injustice?

natural pastinme of the human race, vet never
disposition to engage in war himself? That men who

war as a

T o A N Y o o N

ideas of marriage? 'That the man who grows eloquent

That men
“But we mmist draw a

B e I e P

and ability to possess himself of material things? That

&2

pesh,

7 POUNDS

SEX PSYCHANALYSIS
Histery and Practice, by Peu! Bierre. M. D

This 15 an autherized tramélation of ‘“The |
History amd Practice of Psychanalysis’® by .
Poul Bjimre. the famess werk by the well-

We admire wman’s laughter,
e‘,stasy, courage, sympathy, and sense
of wonder. .. .. .. Whatever the issue,
debunkers wili always be found on
the side of freedom and progress.
. - - We admire the modern spirit

because it has expanded, liberated

and brightened life. . _ _ We ad- .

mire science, without which we Name
should lese in wealth, power, know!-

edge, comiert and freedom. Address

$6.85

Little Blue Books Nos. 72,
B-19, B-21 B-23 B-25, B-37,

USE THIS ORDER BLA‘NK AT ONCE!

Haldeman-Julius Publications, Girard, Kansas

I enclose $6.85, for which send me “The Outline of Bunk” and
“The First Hundred Million,” and the following books FREE:

26: '334, 396, 454, 460, 461, 463, 464,
678, 809, 908; Big Rlue Books Nos.

knewn Purapean peychelogist. All about the;
streggle against spiritual death, the strife for |
purity, clearness of vision, freedom—a thorough-

ly original and imdepemdent Investigation ot(
Freudian peychology amd {ts influences on the :
modern attitude toward sex and life in gen. |
eral. Was $4.50; 349 pages. Now $8.35 prepaid. :

HALDEMAN-JULIUS PUBLICATIONS
Girard, Kansas

B-1,
B-38, B-39,

8 B-13 B-lﬁ B-16, !
B—42 B-43.

THE TRUTH ABOUT SPIRITUALISM:
Here is the truth abewt spiritualism told
in_popular style. Every phase of the
spiritual hoax is thoroughly explained |
and exposed. Dr. Sadler takes great

pains to get at the truth of the matter,
and gives kis devastatmg conclusions.

ﬁ;é; m@r;ﬁg«w

211 pages, rice 98¢, prepaid.

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

fl?’l(l%C@ is an alluring word. Everyone

wants to make money. Many are fured into traps:
fakes cost the public millions of dollars annually.
An authority, Mr. George M. Husser, of the Kansas

: City (Mo.) Better Business Bureau, has written a
special series .for The Debunker, entitled ‘“Crooked
Financial Schemes Exposed.” Send $1.56 ($2 Cana-
dian and foreign) for one year’s subscription. Ad-
dress The Debunker, Girard, Kansas,
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; of the Soul
© (Coktinned frow Jage éwe) !

cgﬁgiusion‘s abiont the way Iafe erids. If sian Kas
a soul, it must creep ifi soniewdiere duting: tie pediod
of -gestation and growth,

Alkthe higher forms of aniwiat Hfe grow from
a dingle céll. Before the mdividudf life camw beghi
its developiment, 1t must be fertflized by union with
another cell; then the cell divides and multiplics
until it takes the form and pattern of its kind. At

a certain regular time the beifif ewicrges into the

wotld. ‘During #ts term of life millions of cells i
its body are born, die, and are replaced whtl
through age, disease, or seme catastrophe, the cells:
fall apart and the individual life i ended.

‘Tt is obvious that but for the fertifization et
the cell under right conditions, the being woulkd neg
have lived. It is idle to say that the mitial osll has
a soul. In one sense it has life; but even that s
precariotis and depends for its cofitinuéd life upos
unton with anothér cell of the proper kind. The
human mother is the bearer of probably ten thou-

sand of one kind of cell, and the human father of

countless billions of tlte other kind. Omly a very
sniall fraction of these result in husias life. If the
uafertilized cells of the femule and the unused cells
of the male are human Beings possessed of souly,
then the populition of the weorkd is iefiitely grdater
than has ever been dreamed. Of ovurse né sucl
tdea as belief in the immortality of the gerns cells
geuld satisfy the yeariings of the mmdiwidual for
B survival of I¥fe after death.

Tf that which is called a “‘sonl” is a sepatate
entity apart from the body, when, then, and where
and how was this soul placed in the human struc-
ture? The individual began with the union of two
cells, neither of whicl had a soul. How could these
two soulless cells produce a soul? T stsst leave this
searelt to the mietaphysicians. When they have
found the answer, I hope they will tell e, for 1
should reslly like to know.

We kiiow that a baby way live and fully de-
velop in its mother’s womib: and: then, thirough séni¢
skeck  at bitth, may be born without fife. B the
past, these babies wete promiptly buried. But row
we kaow that in miny such’ eases, whiere the Bodily
structure is complete, the machine may be set to
work by artificial respitation or electrieify. ‘Then
it will raw. like any other Wuwnm body through its
alfotted terin of yeirs. We dlso kiiow thigsin mny
cases of drowning, or when some mishap "virtdally
destroys life without hopelessly impairing the body,
artificial means may $et it in motion once more, so

that it will complete its term of existence until the’

final catastrophe comes. Are we to believe that
somewhere around the stillborn child and somewhere
in the vicinity of the drowned man there hovers
a detached soul waiting to be summoned back into
the body by a pulmetor? This, too, must be left
to the metaphysicians,

" The beginnings &f life yield no evideénce of the
beginnings of a .s8ul. 1t is idle to say that the
something in the hitman being which we cal “lfe”
is the soul itself, for the soul ¥ genierally taken to
distinguish human béings fromi other foriis of life,
Mhere is life in all anithals and plants, and at least
potciitial life in inorganic matter. This potential
tife is simply unreleased force and mautter—the great
stérehouse from which all forms of Hfe emerge and
are constantly replenished. It is impossible to draw
the line between inorganic miatter and the simpler
forms of plant life, and equally imipossible to draw
#he line between plant life and animal life, or be-
tween other forms of animal life and what we hu-
mdn beings are pleased to call the highest form, If
the thing which we call “life” is itself the soul, then
cows have souls; and, in the very mature of things,
we thust allow souls to all forms of fife and to in-
prgahic matter as well. =

Life itself is somtething very real, as disttn-
guistied from the soul. Every man knows that his
lifé had a beginning. Can one imagine an organism
that has a beginning and mo end? If I did not
exist m the infinite past, why should I, or could I,
exist in the infinite future? “But” say some, “‘your
eodsdiousness, your MEmMOry msay exist even after
you are dead. Thi§ is What we s by e soul”
Lef s examine this point a fittle.

1 have no remembrance of the months that
lay in my mother’s womb. - I cannot recall the day
of my birth nor the time when I first opened my
eves to the light of the sun. ¥ cannot remember
when T was an infant, or when I began to creep
on the Hoor, or when I was taught to walk, or any-
thing before T was five or six years old. Still, ali
of thes¢ events were iwiportant, wonderTl, sdd
strange in a sew life, What I call sy “conecious
ness,” for lack of a better word and a better under-
standing, developed with my growth amd the crowd-
ing experiences I met at every turn, I have a hiwy
recéllection of the Burial & a Boy soldier who wis
shot toward the end of he Civil War, He was
buried near the schidollicuse whién 1 was seveh yeafs
old. But I havé no remeénibrance of the assassi-
mation of Abriham Lificols, although I miist tHes
have been eight years old. I fiust Have known
boirt it at the time, for sy family and miy cor-
munity idolized Lincoln, and all Amiérica was in
todrning at his death. Why do I remember the
ead boy soldier who was buried a year before?
%eri’;ags because I knew him well. Perbaps because.

S

- i —— e

i

his. fathily was close to my clildisk life. Pessibly
Becguse it came t6 me a8 my first knowledge of
deathi, At all evets, it miade so decp an imipres-

“Ah, yes,” say the believers in the soul, “what
you say confirms our own belief. You certainly
existed: when these early experiences teck place.
You were comscious of them at the fhite, even
Houglh you 2re not aware of it now. In fhe same
WiaY, Widy N8f your coffscidusfiess persist affer you
dig, even though you aré mot 6w aware of the
fach® ' : :
~ On the contrary, sty faditiy memory of the
cvents that filled the eafly veats of sy life leads
me to the oppoesite conclusion. Se far as these in-
ciderits are comeerned, the mind and coriscioushess
of tiie Boy dre @lready dead. Even now, am I fully
afive? T ariy sevemty-one years eld. I often fail
to recollect the nasttes of somee of those I knew full
well. Many events do #ot make the Risting impres-
sion that they once did. 1 kwow that it wifl Be only
a few years, even if my body still survives decay,
when féw imipdrtant matters will even register in
my mind. I know kiow it is with the old. I kmow
that phiysical life caw persist beyoud the time when
the miud can fully furction. 1 kmow that if I live

10 an extreme old age, my mind wifl fail. I shall
ca¥ afid drink ind ge fo sy bed in an automatic

wiy, Membry-which is all that binds me to the
past—will alteady be deid. Al that will remain
will be a vegetativé existérce; I shall cit and déze
i the chimmey cormer, and ray body will funcfion in
a #heasure even though the ego will already be
practically dead. T am sure that if I die of what is
called “old age,” my constiousness will gradually
slip away with my failing emotions! ¥ shall #o more
be aware 6f the vear approdch of final dissélution
thas is the dyiy gree,

In primitive tirdes, before mien knew anything
about the human bédy 6r the universe of which it is
a part, it was not unredsonable to bélieve in spirits,
ghosts, atd the duality of man. For one thing,
celestial geography was much simpler then. Just
abové the eirth was a firmament in which the stars
were set, and above thé firthamiént was Heaven, The
pfac’e‘f was casy of access arid in dreatiis the angels
weré seenr goirig up and coming down on a ladder.
But now we Have a slightly more adequate concep-
tion of space and ¢hd inBnife usiiverse of which
we are so small a part. Our great telescopes re-
védl countléss: worlds and planetary systems which
make our own sink inte utter insignificance in com-
parison.
yond our sight there is endless space filled with still
more planets, so infinite in size and number that
no brain has the smallest conception of their extent.
is there any reason to think that in this universe,
with its myriads of worlds, there is no other life
50 important as our own? Ts it possible that thé
inhabitants of the carth have been singled out for
special favor and endowed with souls and immortal
life? Is it at all reasonable to suppose that any
special account is takeén of the human atoms that
forever come and go upon this planet?

If man has a soul that persists after death,
that goes to a heaven of the blessed or to a hell of
the damned, where are these places? Tt is not so
easily imagined as it once was. How does the soul
make its journey? What does immiortal man find
when he gets there, and how will he live after he
reaches the end of endless space? We know that
the atimosphere will be absent; that there will be
uo light, no heat——only the infinite reaches of dark-
mess and frigidity. Im view of modern knowledge,
can anyone yeally believe in the persistence of in-
dividual kKfe and memory?

There are those who base their hope of a
futdre life upon the résurrection of the body. This
is & purely religious dectrine. It is safe to say that
few mtelligent mew who aré willisig to look obvious
facts: in' the face Wold any such belief. Yet we are
serioosly told ¢hat Elijal was carried bodily to
et in & churiot of fird, amd tHat Jesus arose
from the desd and ascended intd heaven, The New
Testanitent’ abounds m passagés tWat support this

d6ctine.  St. Padl stafes the #ewet over and over
again. In the ffteenth chapter of first Corinthians

he says: “T# Christ be preached that he rose from
the dead, how say somre among you that there is no
resurrection of the dead? . . . And if Christ be
rot Aisen, then is our preachimg vain. . . . For if
the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised.” The
Apostles’ Creed says: “I believe in the resurrec-
tion of the body.” ‘This has been carried into sub-
stantially ali the orthodox ereeds; and while it is
meorc or less minimized by neglect and omission, #
is stil a cardinal doctrine of the erthodox churches.

Two thousind years ago, in Palestine, kitle
wie Xuown of wis, of the carth, or of the universe,
It was then currently Believed that the edfth was
only four thousant years old; that Hfe had begua
anew after the délugie about two thousand yesrs
before, and that the eritive earth wis soon to be

_destroyed. Today it is faiely well -éstablished that

wian has been upon the carth for a million years.
During that long streboh of time ¢the world has
changed many timés; it is changifiy’ evéty moment,
At least three or foiff icé agés la¥e swept across

continents, driving déith before thesi, carrying

human beings into the séx ge burying thém deep in
the earth. Animals have fed on man and on each

sumed- by fige or Buricd in the éarth, fias Beon re-

We have every reason to think that be- .

" btrology,

solved into its elémensts, so that the matter and
energy that. onee formed human beings has fed
animals -and plaks and ether men.  As the great
nattralist; Fabre, has saidf: “Ar the banquét of
life each is in turny @ guest and a dish.” Thus the
body of every man now living is #1 past made from
the bodies of those who have been dead fos ages.

¥et we are still asked to believe in the resur-
réetion of the body. By what alchemy, thes, are
the individest bedics that Have successively fed the
generafidtis of men to be separatdd and restored to
their forsaer idenfities? And if T am to be resur-
rected, what particular 7 shall be called from the
grave, fromi the animals and plants and the bedies
of othier men who shalk inkerit this body [ new call
my oww? My body Has Beenr made over and over,
piece by piece, as e days weént by, and will con-
titue to bé s made until the end. It has changed
se slowly that each new cell is litted into the living
part, and will go on changing wuntil the final crisis
comes. - ‘Is it -the child in the mother’s womb er
the tottering frame of the old man that shall be
brought Back? The rmere thought. of such a resur-
rection beggars reason, ignores. facts, and enthrones
blind faith, wild dreams, hopeless: hopes, and cow-
ardly fears as sovereigm of the human wind.

Sotne of thoseé who proféss to believe in the
immortality of midn-=whetlier it be of his soul er
his body—hdve drdwn what comhfort they could
from the medern scientific doctrine of the inde-
structibility of .muatter. and fore¢. This doctrine,
they say, only confirms in scientific language what
they have alwvays believed. This, however, is pure
sophistry. Tt is probably true that no rtatter or
force has ever been or ever can be destroyed. But
it ts likewise true that there-is no cdrinéction what-
ever between the notion that personal consciousness
and niéniory pérsist after death and the scientific
theory that matter and force are indéstructible. For
the scientific theory carries with it a corollary, that
the forms of matter and energy are constantly
changing througlt an éndléss cyclé of new combina-
ticns. Of what possible use would it be, then, to
have a consciousness-that :was immortal, but which,
from the moment of death, was dispersed into rew.
combirations, so that no two parts of the original
identity could ever be reumited again?

- Thesé natural processes of chafige, which in

the human being take the formis of -growth, disedse,

senility, death, and decay, are essentially the sdte

as the processes by which a lump of coal is disinte-
grated in burming. One may watch the lump of
coal burning in the grate until nothing but ashes
rethains. Part-of the coal goés up the chimner in
the form of smoke; part of it radiatés through the
house¢ as heat; the fesidue lies in the ashes on the
hearth. So it is with human life. In all forms of
life nature is éngaged in cémﬁiniﬁg, breaking down,
and recombining ler store df energy and thatter
into new forms. The thing we call “life” is noth-
ing cther than a state’of equilibrium which endures

for.a short span of years between tlic twé opposifg

tendencies of nature—the ore that builds up, and
the one that tears down. In oid age, the tearing-
down process has already gained the ascéndency,
and when death intervenes, the equilibrium is finally
upset by the complete stoppage of the building-up
process, so that nothing remains but complete dis-
integration. The energy thus released may be con-
verted into grass or trees or animak life; or it may
iie dormant untii caught up again in the crucible of
nature’s laboratory. But whatever happens, the man
—the You and the {—like the lump of coal that
has been burned, is gone—irrevocably dispersed.
All the King’s horses and all the King’s men cannot
restore it to its former unity.

- thing called a “s8aF’ whith carot Be conceived.

plain that he _whoie fabric shat maleds wp our scp-

8 every animel, in every plant.

e
The idea that man is a being set apart, dis-
tinct from all the reést of muture, is Born. of man's.
emstions, of His Toves snd Rités, of Wic Hopes awd
fears, and of the primitive concepfions of umdével-|
oped woads. The You or the I which is known to

Resents The Argonant’s
Blind Assault
Editor, Haldeman-Julivs Weekly:
You aré much to be congratulated
on the production ef your “Little
Blue Books” ‘despite #re ifdie - de-

our frierids ddes #8¢ eonsist of an iwwiaterial some- frumetation by the Argoraut. ;- ° -

We know perfectly well what we fean when we
talle about this You and this Me: and it i3 equally

arate pessonalities is destroyed, Jispersed, disinte~
grated beyond repair by what we calf “deéath”
Those whe: refuse. t6 give up the idéz of ime
mortality declare that nafure never créates a deésire
without peoviding the micans for its satisfaction.
They likewise imsist that alt peeple, from the rudest
to the most civilized, yearn for another life.. As
a matter of fack, nature creates many désires which
she does not satisfy ; most of the wishes 6f merr
meet no fruition. But mature does fot create any
emotion demanding a future life. The only yearn-
ing that the individual has is to keéep on living—
which is a very different thing, This urge is found
: It is simply the
momentum i a living structure: or, as Schopen-<}
hauer put it, “the will to live.” What we long for
is @ contimuation of our present state of existénee, !
not 3 uncertain remeatnation in' a mrystericus world |
of which we know nothing
All nten secognize the hopelesstiess of finding}
any evidence that the individual will persist beyond |
the grave. As a last résort, we are told that #t jsb
better that the doctrine be belicved even if it is not}

trué. We are assured that without this faith, lifé]of

is only desolation and despair. However thigt may
be, it remains that many of the conclusions of logic

are sot pleasant to contemiplate; still, so leng aslg
men think and feel, at least some of them will us¢|Procure good literature

their faculties as best they can. Fer if we are to
believe things that are not true, who is to write}

our creed? Is it safe to leave it to any man or|by
organization to pick out the errors that we miustf!

aceépt? The whole History of the world has an-}
swered this quiestion’ in a way that-eamnot be mis-|
taken. : :

Atid after all, is'the belief in imnieirt:da&y nedes- 1

saty or even désirable for wan? Millions of men
and wormen fiave no such faith; they go on .with

their daily tasks and feel joy and sersow without

the lure of imiortal life. The things thet seally
aftect the happitess of the individuat ave the matr
teos 6 daily:tiving. They are the cotipanionship:’
of friends, the games and contemplations.

are risunderstaridings and cruel judgments, false b

friends d@nd debts, poverty) and disease.- They are
our joys it our livitig cottipanions amd our sor-
rdws over thdse who die. Whistever eur faith, we|

'

mainly live i the présetit—in the here and How. |

Those who' hold the view tHat man is mortal are !
never troubléd by metaphysical problems. At the
end of the day’s fdbor we aré ¢lad to lose our co’a-§
scidusriess in steep; and intelléctually, at least, we
look forward to thic lotig rést from the stresses and |
storms that are always ificidenitaf to existence. i

When we fully understand the brevity of Ii/fE,!
its fleeting joys atfd unavoidable pains; when We';
accept the facts that all men and women are ap-|
proaching an inevitable ddoni: the consciousness of |
it should make us miore kindly and considerate ot!
each other. This feeling should wmake men and|
woimen use their best efforts to help their fellow |
travelers on the road, to make the path brighter
and easier as we journey on. It should bring a|
closer kinship, a better understanding, and a deeper
sympathy for the wayfarers who must live a com-
mon life and die a comsiion death. . |
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ARE RELIGIONISTS HUMBLE?

f Continued from Page one

way in which they could

their influence must be somewhat spiritual.

for it to play in shaping the destinies of men.
had to be the center of their

affect thém materially, they decided that
So they invented -as-
As soon as a néw sfar was diseovered they invented a roie
The earth, naturally,
' : astrological system, for mien, unless
t.hey had already gone to Heaven, dwelt only on the earth.
facts seemed to show that the earth was not the center of

and charitable act on y
: peric

CGized your publications might

‘instances

learned Avgonaut doubt thea%‘dag
o

| l"e‘adé!"; of your books ean

The sanity of the Arporiast staf
crities 1t semewhat to be donbied,
BeE, possibly. the-error of their vay

‘may be attributed to’' a general lack

of sociologic and economic knowlédge
and a downright want of - bBusifess
gcumen. . It might be. an appropeiste
- them'. & Tew of The
boolis so that these who have -eviti-
4y
the proper foumdation for a. just
critical knowledge before venturing
int6  an unknoWwn and unfamiliar

your part to
© afovesdid

fhebd

The alteration of book-titles. may
be a bit misléading but it cartdinly
is not réprehemsible practice: for it
has decided advantages from a purel
business standpoint, arped mincg
and 2 want of legic only could dis-
approve of such action. . It is ade

miitted that some of your: titles. dre

more deseriptive tham ‘the orighpal
ones and even if suggestive in some
s they -are calculated -to
arouse interest and to provure smles.
They are not calculated to .deceive
for there can be no deception where
real value lies back of the bocks
advertised. - : )

The chawging of the titlss of
classics has led to larger sales vole

‘ufie and - Has interésted thousands

of additional readers. Does - the
Bility of spréading education” Wot
R stifie the resulting incteuse fs the
taste for ﬁood' literature? Wilk. it
advdeate the suppression of Biclog-
lcal information? No ressomable ob-
Jection can be taken to your method
of selling in view of the fact that
g:e ;;es()tzflts mdan- imfrease- in thd nnwe
~readers .o ood literature.
The vesult hepe »jﬁs&iéés'tﬁf‘lel' té:‘g::s
1}10 other ‘publishing fiy HgE ren-
éred it possible for the public. .tp
roct it a Price
within the means of all, 'awli ivafore,
m azic:x;hs,mérgﬂ: Pidise, u?:‘?ifgz
ficts that jealousy & it fhe
siess. - fe’niil;prisé rankles in - the
veasts of the managerial staft gf
theIz Argonaut? . mageﬁal‘ mﬂ(df
- doubt: Whethier the -ethical Arwo.
naut would find fsu!f;:g‘gﬂ ERAQ%’;:
purgated editions of  Boccaceio, Rg.'
betai tex:;yCdSéﬂbvﬁ, %:efrﬁﬁf $ and suck
ALY Bems: - delétiony frow
them have been mady LIoHY

colossat: ignoranes. vat the Ble. by
h il et L e Argonaut
Sl IO Yoiced ibs protest sgwint

8 _Practice... "Perhans the ok
fs that they” ave  too Buth recgion
them in' the secludedt oletstisrs of
Smediomes and enjoying the e
inptlses created . i tlﬁv Wn

’gg
. . . 5 : 0
publications with
eration,. and that

sts of eritics §

neurosis is born of enwy, for, sffer
all, the censor. " eompetito ;i
Yb:n-I ot SOrs are eam o!‘s in
1 must admit .t havime - res
many of your “Little mﬁ\g@:‘e’u;{
Now, I ami degeribed as ovie of these
»ﬂrglht’:ai&ﬁeg” ST vy Rert.
wrelckes” by the Argomgx But; o’
me sdd, So are those wio wrote s
bublisked the criticiems for :
Coild neither criticize nop judge had
tHey wot read the booke themselves:
Therefore, the culy real ebj na‘mg;'
¥ - Vet h i,
be placed i the samic clz?:se ?vfl?l?
sucl'aa ;:toi;ra;g_;: ang:‘arr-am, bigots,
— yne Mortimer Collins, At ;
at-Law, San Fran’cis?cb;l%}sall% toruoyé_

Compli .t w g
POE 8 vols,, ‘%n‘l;y s%rskss
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Catalogue of anti-religisys bosks freges-
ATHEIST BOOK 'S TORE
. 119 East 14sh St, New York City:

the tuniverge

;b»ody on it.
Eroup of mién, not even the whole
portarce in the unmiverse. Thus we
If any
the uni-

verse, the pious ones characteristically ignored thdse faets, igts

, NOW Qop_ernicus for some inexplicable and contrary reason was
unable {0 believe that men, or more explicitly Christians, were quite
He could 1ot see why
t shoyld go to so much trouble o create an
entiré universe just to plegse the kind of péople e saw arosnd Wi
} if the planiet on which
happened to }ive was necassdrily the esntér|
After he bad wondered fér a while ¥o be:
came suré that it was Mol. When he remiémbered the aeirencmicsl
facts which the astrologers had persistently ighored Becavise no Busie| Lioms to kave Ministers exp
imfluence could be assighed to them, he realizéd that these facts Wad|fod their tamidlies of children
always indicated that theé sim, not the earth, must be thie cotitor ShSL i Word o
A Thus the Helideentric théorye=ths!
all the subsequént Wistory of duiics aud|think they afe entitled 46, the relig
! orvelated comtroversies has - stivred wp begin uticbmfortable, s¢ much the
with one wlan's inability t6 believe that any one greul of péopls could | Brdof of tifdly comie superi

as important as they thought themselves to be.
ar allpowerful Deity

at Padua. So gradually hé began to wonder
these stupid little people
6f this whole universe.

which ol the planets revelved.
fivat scisntific sysfermi-and
all the correlated comtroversies which sciends

be so all-mportant. to God Almighty.

y. The pidis ties: Minst Kave Besd |

,w;ey still take frem thig world
churches on the most
City’s protection; yet they
taxes, ”If they can perch

gt t k. A 5 : - i
téxes for fiie whidle structurs, they
& $Mall part of e maters

Paid for spréadisg the Word of

e fity.

when we get down to practical human ways of thinking, the reHgion-

While the non-religionists realize that no

doz;ﬁcaf fact that the scientists, the skeptics an
arg de}zounce‘d as wmaterialistic cynics,
who Iéf their neighbors live as they want to live

better. Then they
gitat aid to this superionity.

) one man, no
race of men, is of any great im-
find an explanation for the para-
d the atheists, who

; while the religion-

ists, for all their pious slébbering aboy: harity
jb‘r‘othgdy love, are as a3 clags lbigoé;ed Z%l:it iitugggt i?ganctg?mw wed
The godly ones still feel sure that the earth is real
Whatever they want.
vakiable land in a city, expeet and sxdet his

ally theirs and
They build their

Y Hever feel they owe the city one cemt in
L *bhs}r church-on the top of a towe ring hotet
Bailding and thus swindle the city out of “the

believe that they ave getting etily

bléssings their lowly Savior- intemded
t fres tHition at schidols and esliegiis
gt ey
- spréading e Wimible Christ,

If, in getting all the miaterial possession and. catthly powsrs thiey

must. always be adequately’

ioUs/ otiés can niake the irreligions
' have even stiouger
In America thei nrahiibition. laws:

very irtitatsd whén théir God let Copernicus- die & Hatiyvaf death Ba- [

fore they Bid tinié fo Kill hiek,

. This fundemental distinction bebwesn the vetigious sud the irves
figious exists just as surely today as it did during the Meauisition.
Thére are, ¢f course, wialy morc infidels néw and fhey &ré mof.all
astronomers or even scientists but are also known as skeptics aweé
agnostics and atheists, And there are eiany Beliévérs who adeept

the Copernican théory or ‘the Darwidian thed¥y, of any other theory |
that the statd legislature allows them to accept, as umquestioningly |

and with as Hitle intelligent understanding as they 8o the diversified
rituals and dogmss and creeds of théir own peéuliar dénéwithations.
So when we $alk about the theoretical assumptions of science and thé
theoretical assumption” of religion we cannot be quite certsin about
what we are talking, for assumptions remain no more than assump-
tions and nobody bothers about them very souch. They whan ¥wery

wrathfyl i ddyond dee tries to adapt their owh fdetics.
Roa:dh St‘ra}tol}, for instance, can semd thréugh the migily any dmigunt
of litepature informty Mr. Charlds Swith that unless He quickly pros
bestiss to 4 Beliof i 4 eertain creed and gets himself ducked o
cold water in a certain manner his soul is foréver damned-which is
jesriainly net very eemplimentary to Mr. Smith’s eharseter. Yet when
Mr. Smith sends Dr. Straton a few harmless jokes, Dr. Straton comr-
plains that his sensibilities have been injured and straightwdy has
M¥. Snitth ailed to eourt. Similarly, when Mr. Smith goes to Ar-
kangas and argues agaifist a legislative B#ll much less vigorously than
the pious dnies are drguing for it, he is again clapped into jail, -

It g rather Fare, Howdéver, for the impious to use the wisthibds
of the pious. hitsleratice is in its very nature weilitarissie, while
tolérance is peace loving. So¢ the strange patudof colftinues THe

en to/the great minds that invented them, Buf
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“materialistic cynics” appear as meek limbs be¥ide the fiérce onw
Froaving about humility and brotherly fove, - et
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. MM&MW ma:m tnmm
N !ong,mwhwha'!‘emgentlemanmnfm
“Dear. Jiss
IMa!utwmmmmmwuﬁmmmw
mm«;lrmnqﬁuwnmwmk '

~ : ; maﬂw&ﬂlﬁhnsw

smmasaemadm These, for the fun of i I s investignting;
ﬁ,&fswydiﬁw&ﬁnmove, andxtmemoftne’;mt

ﬂ’dﬁ e et place, the gonite nan did not. vead t‘ke artlcle
to'whxch be refeus: i the Maldertan-Jultuy Monthly: Fe read it in a

suthly ownéd Gy Haldéman-Julies and wow cilled, as £ was al
mady -ealied m October, 1938. “The Debunker.” So much for nitior
matters; .

“In the spécond place, I beﬂt
référred t6 by ssyifng, plainty,
&y &n gégemBler.

.. Off hand, I see that he needs to be a plagiarist. In common with|
most of the Tin-Pan-Alleyites K¢ Kelps himself liberully to melodic
slices frem sengs ﬁﬁaﬁ the people knew; it makes his own tunes|
pleagantly reminiscent ‘and easy to remember. That is good business,
if bad a8 art. Begides, to give t&e devil ks due, Berlin ha.s & natural
ve*‘m &" tumm :

ﬁﬂ W

- alouf m viclin cases
baioks; | - prosintéd t5: fhthersin-Taw ﬁmy about the|
explosmn of nghteous wrath that is about to stum Berlin with its
nighmawtg detonation. All things abe possible, as Leo Shestov—
have you ever heard of that brilliant Russian?—once wrote. But,
happily, ot all things are probable.

TR X o
ON WRITING ABOUT WRI‘TING

I hiave had occasion, of late, to read through a number of hterary
histories. The languages invwolved were French, German, Yiddish,
Spanish and English. I was bored, but I persisted bacause I was in
search, after all, of information; and we must take our information
wliere we can find it. So I dug and blasted, I cursed and dynamited,
and rese at last, on the seventh day—for I had allowed miyself hot
even the traditional one day off inm sevens«and féuwd that the world
was not goed. ‘And suddenly it struck wie: whit an impertinenge it |
is. ior wién aud women to write histories of litersture when they can’t
write decently themselves. If a man wants to make a list of books,
let Him o fo: ft. It He wirnts to print a digest of their contents, why
that top ig all te.the good. But if he wants to make a thing that hie
cally tory of Literature, tkm ot him show by his own writing |
Mr‘k' ‘is capdble of ag y and evalusting the writings of
}‘f Bis own mi shows: Hat Ke W48 no feeltg for woids,

-vetbal HhyPHms and the whusic of fanguags, no serse of
fw M@ﬁy ﬁéﬁ ﬁhzt m ﬁmndsr is he

the second parvagraph of the article
“Berliz is not gc much a cemposer

¢

i ,thm or tkéyvm_mmg 1 ‘ caum,

e, Life om #nd, when ﬁw are teuly

' to shapd=iife in turn. Pleagé do not think
t‘hat I mean, by beautiful writing, that curse 6f bookmen which con-
sisty in stringing a glitter of adjectives upon a tenuous lime of ill-
Yafaneed emotisinglism. T mean writing that fiads its way to the heart
of thtings, and then fisids ite way baek: unafraid writing that catehes
hue and tint from the glare of reality.

-1 realigs, and none mors than I realizés, that fiterary history
must ‘be history as well a9 literature. But ie history am excuse for
duiness? I have had, in the past few weeks, to read so mamy dates
that meant mothing, s0 many titles that expressed nothing, so many
lists .of names and works that added up to wothing, that I seemed to
be walking through & morgue. Everything was heré: the shape of |
life, the size; the inert substatice—everything but tife itself.

It is altogether too bad that the province seemis to be ruled over
by wién who hdve mo vital interest in the matter at all. Rather a
dozen questionable dates than a perfection of the calendar and mertal
bovedom in the text. Better still, technical as well as artistic per-
foetion. 1t is much to ask for, but here, as elsewhere, to get litfle
ony winst ask for miuch. A Darwin, a Huxley, could make science
redd with fascination; they could be at omce precise and, in the finer
sensge, extertaining. I should like to sentenice my crew to seven years
servitude under such expository masters ae these.

Ah, well. - Let all the brethren now Jom me in the chorus of

“My Blue Monday ”

LR B R K
WRITE YOUR OWN MORAL

A few years ago two men stosd arguing iw a library. One was
defending. with passion the sanctity of the home; the other was
ratHer ealmly defending sexual freedom. He could not see that the
new thorality would bresk up the home; he thought, in fact, that it
would bring a totife hotiesty into s phase of life that cried to heaven
for ventilation. He listened with amusement as he was called & So-
cialist, an Anarchist, a Free Lover, a Home-Wrecker (this, in his own
home, which he has built at a sacrifice of many luxuriés; built in a
wietaphorieal, rather than a landlord, sense). Had you seen the men
part tHat evehing, you Would have imagined that the exponent of or-
thodoxy repaired at omee to the synagogue, and that the exponent
of untrarimeled sex went off to rape a few virgins,. What really
happened? .

_The defender of orthodox morality was lately discovered to have
raped & muiiber of virgime; he was discovered to be an international
bigarmist; 4t the very timé of the argument he was the father of
several children Born of different weoiien, out of wedloek; shortly
themafter he was (0o make unauthorized use of tiie name of the man
with whom he was arguisg. As yet, k¢ Hiaz not been brought to
Jugﬁes Bécause his cenviction woulgl mean dragging certain mnocent
wen and Womnien into 4 very unwelcomw publicity.

How do I know all this?

- I was the man with whom he was argaing.

- Doas it prove anythitig? Aaything you will, except that ail er-
thodcx persons are necessarily like this malodorous—and, I believe,
shtghtly psychopathiefullow.

And there you arve, as Roxy says.

W hat is___
(1) A QUAKER?
(2) MR. HOOVER?

Is President-Elect Hoover a Quaker? He is called 2 Quaker.
But what is a Quaker? But what business has a Quaker
on a battleship? L. M. Birkhead contributes an .impor-. .
tant article to the March, 1929, DEBUNKER, entitled
- “President Hoover and Quakerism.” Read it!. Send $1.50 .

"mow ($2 Canadian and foreign) for a year. Address The
ﬁebunker, Girard, Kansas. ‘
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Asuf-aﬁre‘to the éame‘ purpase in which certaim mcoherent accu-| -

'fm ﬁwwm_»

 American Dreyfus
By Wiriam Alient daFond

“Bul” says Tom Wooney with
& wry smile, “they reslly oughtn’t
$o eall me that, for Dreyfos served
only feur years on Devil's Island;
and H've been in prison twelve|
years in all for a erime I dide’t
[eommit-—two years in the Sam}
Francisdo county jull and ten
fysars here in Sen Quentin.”

The mwmmwm in

for |his waitér’s whité duck coat and |

'seats himself on the prisouers’
side of the lomg U-shaped table|

din, is & very different man in
from the upstanding, pugnacieus
young Irishman who was seized
‘apon as a vietim after the Pie-
paredriess Day explosieon in San|
Francisco in. 1916, He is thin
now, and a trifle bent, and looksj|
far oldeér than a man should in
[ His early forties. His color, how-

pect after seeing a recent piw—
tograph of him.

“That was a good picture of theé
whett it was fakén” he remarks. |
“I was pretty sick them. I still}
have weuritis sometimes, but on
the whole I'm feeling better.”

But the miost marked change
from 1916 is in his personality.
Tori Mooney has not developed a
martyr complex; he looks on hims
self simply as a soldier in a long
war, temporarily disabled but
ready at any time to go on with
the fight. Only, what he. hag un-
deérgone has softened and mellowed
hith; insteéad of being embittersd
by m experience, he is léss bit-
ter, mwore kindly, more tolerant,
Land moreé appréciative than he was
in the old days. Even the scan-|
dalous indiffevence of the Cali-|
fornia Federation of Labor offi-
cials he pasgses over with anm un-
 derstandifig smille. Not that hel|
has lost an atom of forthright-
ness and sggrebsiveness.  He lays
ﬁms fer hit new campaign for

s Yike a general; others will
!ﬁvﬁ to do the work o6un the out-
side, But there -is no doubt whose
Lbrain . will direct their operations.

Limited to writing one Yetter a
day, Mooney has patiently col-
lected and distributed a mass of

‘With its central ridge that flls|
the “reception room™ at San Quen- |

ever; is betfer than one would ex-|

mmchm

{In the huge file of manuscripts are|

tappesis t6 the present and fermer |
‘governors . of . Culifornia from
Woodrow Wilson; Franklin A.

ssﬁmmemmwk

ftenced hins ‘o hung; ewery living|
member ¢f: the jury; Dusican
 Mathieson, captain of detectives of |
San Franeiscs, and the mest. hard- |
boiled police. offier ;mm&le (he
believes in  whip jsts  for
prisoners “and deéfends the  thivd
degroe) ; the late Charles Geff, in
1916 Cﬂpﬁa@nnéf Police ‘of San
Franeisco; Wi am V.. MeNevin |
foreman of the jury; James P.
 Brennon, ‘one ef the prosecuting |
attorneys; Mathew Brady, the
district attorney; David Starr Jor-
.dan; William B. Wilson, Secre-
tary of Labor under President|
Wilson; Clarence Darrow; John
Haynes Holmes; Stephen B. Wise;
.Claude G. Bowers,ﬁ L. Mencken;
Victor L. Berger; Fremont Older,
President William Green of. the !
'A. F. of L.; Edward L. Parsous
‘Episcopal - Bm‘hop of Ca,lxiolmd,
Arthur Garfleld Hays; and innu-
#ierable Yabor leaders and union
officials.

1 Judge G*uﬁ’m,, McNe‘vm, and
Fremont Older, fogether, together

‘with remeseniﬁMs of the Scripps- |
Howard paper in San Franciseo, |

recently - accompanied Frank P.
Walsh on an .official embassy to
Gov. C. €. Young. They made the
strongest possable represeatatxons
to him, offering < (what every in-
formed person has. long khown)
unimpeachable evidence of the per-
jury of the chief witnesses, F. C.
Oxman, John McDonald, and the
Edeau women, and of the con-
spiracy of ~Charles Tickert, then
chstrwt atterney. ‘The only result
was. fo elicit a protise from the
govérnor for further wconsidera-
tions of the ‘case, coupled with a
threat that he would not be in-
fluenced by. “drives” or appeals.
Governor - Young. hag already had
all the papers in the case for

efghteen months, afid it is quite’
obvious- that he.is in no hurry to

pardon Mooney. To Judge Grif-
fin's direct statement that he now
realized _he had sentenced an fn-
novent nan, the ‘governor merely
gtated that he wag in Ban Fran-
cisey on Prcpzmim Day - far
1916 (he is a former Berkeley
educator), and that though he was

“not satisfied” with some aspects

@f the trials: stitmg ﬁzm i, he|
yet was not eonvinced of Ms@m s
iimocence! . He has simee wiitter
‘to- the judge, hovwever, in & more|
aeliovative strain. i
Mooney’s refusal to accept
'parole, which has been practically
(though not officfally) tendered to}
hint By the governoy, has caused|
‘misunderstanding ameng maAny of |
his: friends. And yet it is the only
‘consistent attitude he could take.
Te apply for pavole & man must
virtually admit ki guilt, and
promise #o repetition of eriminal-|
ity while: he is out of prison. Sueh|
a statement would be & nuilifica|
'tions of Mooney’s whole position.
As an innocent man, falsely ime|
prisoned, the aceeptunce of & foll |
pardon for a erime of which he|
‘was not guilty is the utmost con-

he fought vainly for a new trial
or nothing; when he bécame con=|
, vinced that this was legally im=
gnoﬂSlb‘e, sinece it would place him

> jeopardy of his life twice on

ithe sams charge, he consented to|
‘a.cccpt a pardon. But he will dis
.in San Quentin before he will ask
for a parole.
ernor  either eammot or will not
understand, as all His wtterances|
on the peint bear evidénce.

labor case, he is serving his sen-
tence at Folsom, the state prison|
for recidivists.
fornia law, a man twice convicted|
of a felony (whether falsely or
not) cannot be pardoned by the
governor excepl on recommenda-
tion of a majority of the judges
of the State Supreme Court. If
it is so difficult to persuade the
governor to paidon Mooney, one
may imagine the further difficulty
of securing the judges’ approval.
The first job on hand is to free
Mooney; his pardon would pro-
vide a basis: for the appeal for
Billings, and would begides free
hiti to work for Biliings i&img@ff
on the vutside. It may confidently|
be asserted that Moowey has wot|
forgotten or neglected Billings;

fare of his mmer fmm
in mind, e

One of the mosﬁ mtere«tmg of
the “exhibits” in this latest com-
Ipilation of evidence on Mooney’s
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“THE PRESIDENT’S DAUGHTER”’
By NAN BRITTON

BARGAIN

The Viost Talked About Book of the Year

NOW

produce another.

ertistic qualities.

Wa:hmgten.

. L. MENCKEN--Baltimore Evenin

“T'héle are conversations in The

ical hlstory of the United States.”

R. M. LOVETT--The New Republic: -

are recorded I
tells 4 story p

plicity which shames the efforts

% artments to boycott it.”
HARRY

“It is av astonishing romance, a
the story of a woman’s trem
with love and motherhood.”

“Nan Britton is & female Boswel
hve

mer

ARW‘&GM&N

ﬁz’ann."

K3

SOMEOPINIONS

gres:dent’s Daugh-
ter .to match -anything in Babbitt and the whele,
thing constitutes a.superb contnbwdan to izbe

“The truthfulness with which these arcnmstanoes
s out from évery page.
ectly symptomatie of American life
of the present dey; tells it with a frankness and gim.
league to suppréss, it and of literaty magazines and
HANSEN—-—-New York World:

all names were erased would sweep the couniry as

E. W. HOWE—Belleville News Democrat:

because of its story of naked human nature in
palace, cottage, and White House. . .
Britton: “Warren

Bmﬁ:gumenlmumybema

Sun:

i high i

25

By exclusive arrangement with Miss Britton, the author herself, the Haldeman-Julias Co. is able
to offer you this great book at less than haif of the regular $5 price.

traordinary human decument of illegitimate love and passion have been already sold.

America has never before produced a love tale that can be compared with this, and never will
It mingles the stirring tragedy of ancient Greek drama with the realities and per-
sonalities of our own time. [t proves that the mysteries of the human heart are eternal.
that where the utmost ecstasy mingles with the utmost pain, there is life!

They tried to suppress The President’s Daughter, but 6 burly men and Mr. John S. Sumner,
agent of the Seciety for the Suppression of Vice, who raided the printshop and seized the plates,
had te yield to the law, which permitted the book to be published.

In its physical appearance The President’s Daunghter is a gorgeous volume, appropriate to the
There are 455 pages, 176 episodes and 45 graphic illustrations,
on a velvety, watermarked, white woven paper. The bmdmg is luxuriously patterned black cloth,
specially made for this book stamped back and front in gold scroll lettering. The illustrations . .
are reproduced by a soft, arhstac lithographic process.

Over the whole book, both the text, binding and illustrations, is thrown the glow of pro-
found poetic experience, and the glamor of eﬂiual events centering around the White House at

‘Over 100,000 copies of this ex-

It proves

It is printed

Let Nan Britton tell you the siory of her clandestine amour with Warren Gamaliel Harding.
How in finding spiritual freedom with the twenty-ninth President of the United States, she became
socially ostracised. How in rising above the world, she and her high-stationed lover were crushed by
the world. That is the tragedy of the story.

But also read how their love never faltered ané no tna! could change it. That is the pestry
of this amazing revelation of the heart of a gu'l who became mother to the Preszdent’s daughter.

 Order Your Copy At Once.
This Astounding Reduction
L Mav Be Wlthdrawn Soon.

The book

of Mr. Sumner's

Haldemen-Julins
1 enclose $2.25.
tale that even if fom’s book

prepaid.

S preodcupation
Address .
City

LR N BN Y

mdherbookwﬂl

roukes

ERE IR T
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Send me one copy of Nen Brit-
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cession he can make. For yeatrs|

This stand the gove|

beiiai:{‘ t'ﬁe hmg aﬁ&tﬁt aﬁ Al
‘fred E Spink, a former newspa-|
‘per man resident in Owlland in
{1918,  The informiation contained|

i it My, . Spink withleld - until |
the death of his wife in 1927,

since she was afraid of becoming
invelved  in the case. Mr. Sprink
s now seventy-five years old, and |
lives in Qak Park, L In his

aﬁdami#. he tellss of his acquain-

tance in Oakland witl: an: alleged|
and confessed German spy named

Powell Mextz. This Mertz warned
Spink and his wife uet to go to|

iSan  Prancisce on Preparedness

‘Day to see the pam bBecanse |

“smne’fﬁmz awful was  going teo
- happen.” Although. such a state-
‘ment is, of course, far from con-

‘clusive in itself, it adds weight |

‘of a new chara,ct’er to the evidence
'of Mooneéy’s ifinocence.

He hirmself says: “I can prove |
my cage on three things alone—
ithe Oxman perjury, the Densmore|
.dictograph disclosures, and the
photograph of Rena and myself|
ont the recf of the Eilers build-}
ing, twe nrinutes before the ex=f
plosiom.” ‘

The Bilers building, new —

down, Wwus meve than twe miles
fpora Steuapt Streef, a blaek ffom}

pl‘hsi%n W A crﬂek cnn
taimed in the opicture, ﬁimh
‘showed the time, was comstantly
‘re-photographed by  detectives

‘until the Kands cémd ﬁa be vr&:-
ble.

“You say that &mmr Ym:gg
hag had your ease under =
iment for eighteen months,” éile
remarks te Mooney, “and that he
requites: ‘several more monthe” be-
'fore he will render a decision.
‘What are you geing te do if he
rmidzs against you, as at prewssnt
% t’s most probable that He wﬂl

" ¥
| Mooney smilés—a smile with Ho
‘teuch of conscious pathes in if, but
infinitely moving for all that. -
“Why,” he aniswers, “fhs Zov-
lernor's term will expire in Janu-
bary, 1931, We'll just get to work
oti the next gevernor. It needs a
lot of money to kuep om fighting
for so long; but Clarence Davrow
has promised to kelp me raiss it,
‘and we'll just keep workmg away
until some governor--this ome e
| anothexr—-aealizes that P mﬁé
gent: and pardons me.

“You see;” he adﬂu mﬂx T
net impatient. Two yeass more

the Ferry buéld:w wheie the ex-
The situation in regard t6 War= ;
ren Billings is even mere comipli-|.
cated. Since Billings had previ-|
ously been c¢onvicted din anether|

According to Cali-|

everything he' plans kas the wel-|

thmmm—-ﬁ’w

ﬂm;s ini pian w m”

MEDIEVAL THEOLOGY IN WN L&W
BY FRANK SWANCARA

1. BEQUESTS OF “INFIDELS” AND THE LAW QP cmm
ABLE TRUSTS S

EIERE are various-branches of fhe law which dow ﬂm infuence
T of medieval theology. Naturally so, becsuse the law was melfed

by those who adhered.to such theology. Lawmakers and judges
sharing in the prevailing beliefs, sought to pwhfbﬁt or prevent the
doing of any act or the expression of any é&pinfon wm m ml
to produce a doubt regardimg the truth of the fundamestts
theology. The judge-made law c¢oncerming that amlmu ﬁur crime
of blasphemy oviginated in thut way. Clogely allied o the law maling
certain actd¥ congtitute the erime of blasphemy is & peint i the law
of charitable trusts, and sitice this peint possesses a general as well
a8 u technical interest, and is a eurivsity of the law not observed h
writers on legal topics, it will be dwelt upow in this artice.

Asgoming the posvibility that any Athelst or Agnostic may biwes

any money or other preperty to didpose of by will, it is proposed here
wmmwmmmmmm Wme&mef by
will a tiust under which the trustess are dmwmmm
{1 weeosdenes 'with the provisions of the trust,

Tt s well onderstood that “ehuritable trusts” w ue
validly created By Clristimns. Mm&yﬁtmﬁ,mmfm&m
do, that the property bequeaﬁh@&ﬂbe used in aid of the propagstion of
dome purticolar veliplows feith - Thus & Protestent may csbablish a
trust for the mainteénanee of preachers and of preaching, or for the
support of a eoutse of denmominumtional sgermons. A Catholic may, in
like manner, aid a Catholic Church, or he may create a trust wherein
the: trustees are -directed to - expend funds to procure the saying of
“masses” for the repose of the souls of himself and relatives. The
“infidel” may, ef eourse, establish like trusts, that is, trusts for like
purposes, but it ig not usually his intention to do so. He would prefer
tc aid scientific research, or encourage the publication of historical
works.

Suppoese that the “infidel,” as the derm is understood among
orthedox Christians, creates by will or otherwise a trust whereby the
property i3 'to be used in aid of the publication tand circulation of
literature which assufnes that there is no future state of man and.
discards the fundamentals of the Christian religion aside from its
secular precepts. If past court decisions are to be regarded as still
the law, the trust is void. If the trust is areated by will, pious heirs
at law will take advantage of its invalidity, and, in the absence of a
residuary clause declaring otherwise, obtain possession of the prop-
erty in their capacity as heirs. The luw does not allow the “infidel”
the same chance to disseminate what he regards as the truth ag it
allows the Christian to aid in the ieaching of what the latter regards
as true.

In 1865 one Levi Nice, of Philadelphia, died leaving a will wherein
it was provided that, after a certain event, his real estate “shall go
and be held in fee simpl: by the Infidel Society in Philadelphia, . .
and to be held and disposed of by them for the purpose of buildirg
a hall and for the free discussion of religion, politics, ete.” The trust
was held veid. Among the reasons for declarmg it woid are those
appearing in the following part of the court’s opinion (Zeisweiss v.
James 63 P. St. 465):

it must certainly be considered as well settled that the religion re-
vealed in the Bible is not to be openly reviled, ridiculed or blasphemed,
to the afihoyanice of sincere believets who compose the great mass of
the good people of the Cemmonwealth. I can conceive of nothing so
Likely==so sure, indeed, to produce t:hese consequences as a hall deseerated
in perpetuity for the free discussion of religion, polities, et cetera, under
the direction and administration of a society of infidels. Indeed, I would
go further, and adopt the sentiment and language of Mr. Just1ce D‘unsean
: “It would prove a nursery of vice, a school of preparation to qualify
}oung meén for the gallows and young womén for the brothel, and there
is not a skeptic of decent manners and good morals who would not con-
sider such a debating club as a common nuisance and disgrace to the city.”

In a later case (Mawnners v. Library Company, 93 Pa. St. 165),
acrid verbiage was omitted, and the court stated the law to be as
follows: “A man may do many things while living whidh the law
will mot do for him after he is dead. He may deny the existence of a
God, and employ his fortune in the dissemination of infidel views, but
should he leave his fortune in trust for such purposes, the law will
strike down the trust as contr@ bonos mores.”

It tis possible, however, for the “infidel” to evade the consequences
of establishing a trust for the purpose of opposing the fundamentals
of the Christian religion, amd yet aid in the establishment of a “nur-
sery of vice” in the form of an open forum where theology may be

The Man Who Debunked Sex!

“HAVELOCK ELLIS: A BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL SURVEY”

For the first time, a comp!ete authentic account of the life and writ-
ings of “the most civilized man in England.”. Such a man, writes Mencken,
“wounld be valuable to the human race if he simply lived.. But Ellis has
also done a great deal of hard work and it has counted. | know of ne
work of the past half century that has had a more profound influence, or
seems like? to leave behind it a greater legacy of good, than his six vol-
umes of STUDIES IN THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SEX Ellis, at one stroke,
completely destroyed one of the worst taboos of. civilized men. He cem-
pletely revelutionized a whole department of thinking.”

Dr. Goldberg’s book presents clearly the man and his many-sided
labors—the teacher and poet of youth in the Australian bush; the student
and, practitioner of medicine in England of the nmetles; the independent
investxgator whose early studies in sex were branded in the Enghsh courts
as the work of a pervert and corruptor; the literary essayist who intro-
duced to Eagland Nietzsche and Freund; the sclentxst who experimented with
drugs and color reactiens; the arast-of-l:.fe, in shert, whg has breught to
every aspect of living a sane anarchy, ;

“Havelock Ellis,” postpaid, $4.25

HALDEMAN-JULIUS COMPANY, GIRARD, KANS,
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freely discussed. He ean make a direct gift or bequest of the meney
te existing individuals, and select such persoms, as beneficiaries or
kegai'ms, who are likely to so use the gift or begquest as he would desire
it to e used. This was the conclusion reached by the House of Lords
iz Emgland in 1917 in sustsining the will of Charles Bowman Who
by his will made a gift of preperty to the “Secular Society, Ltd.”
(1917 A. C. 496.)

It is possible, also, for the Atheist or _Agnostic bo establish a
trust for purposes which stand midway between atheissn and the
erthodox tenets. He may, for example, create a valid twust fer the
prometion of Unitarianism. At any rate, such a trust has been de-
clared valid (31 Harv. Law Rev. 292). He may take comfort from
the. following remarks of Lord Parker in the Bowmam case:

_If there is any doctrine vital to Protestant Christianity it would ap-
pear te be that of the Divine authority of the Scriptures, and yot in the
case of trusts for the religion of Unitarians mo distimction has been drawn
between those who do and who do net hold this doctmire, It would seem
to follow that a trust for the purpose of any kind of monotheistic theism
would be a good charitable trust and that it is not illegal er centrary te
public policy to deny the authority of the Old or New Testament,

Undoubtedty, in this advanced age, a trust for the promotion of
Unitarianism would be upheld by the courts, because, as said by an
English judge, “Unitamians are commonly and always have been cen-
sidered as a part of the Christian community” (9 Cl. and F. 355)
and, as said by another English judge (id. p. 540), “Unitarians pro-
fess to be Christians . . . and . . . there is nothing umawful at
common law in reverently doubting or denying doctrines parcel of
Christianity, however fundamental.”

If an Atheist or Agnostie desires to establich a trust for the
promotion of nonTChris‘tiaa, or even athedstic opinioms, the safe way
is to mmke a liberal branch Unitarianism the beneficiary. And it is
the most effective way. If in executing the t{rust the trustees suc-
ceed in causing some “Fundamentalist,” or any ‘one who would other-
wise adhere to orthodox amd medieval tenets, to become a Unitarian,
emough is accomplished. The Christian who thus intellectually ad-
vanoes is ‘able to see and appreciate the viewpoint of amy kind of
men-believer, and for that reason becomes incapable of a desire to
persecute any one, even an Atheist. What Agnosbics desire is not
that the world adopt their conclusions that the orthodox beliefs are
wasupported by the evidence but that society do mot discriminate
against them on account of their opinions. They want liberty, not
only for themselves but also for others, including their perseeutors.
Tince the Umitarians have dispensed with the belief in the “deity of
Christ,” vicarious atonement, and ‘‘original sin,” they have discarded
enough of the fundamentals of orthodox Christianity to make them
refrain from doing ill to their fellow-men en acvcount of differences
of opinion. Hence if an Agnostic aids them, and their modern creed,
he aids himself. The law has sufficiently advanced to permit the aid
of the Unitarian Church by means ef a charitable trust.

If the “infidel” desires to aid an ‘“infidel” movement which is as
radical as Atheism he must, in the words of the Pennsylvania court,
‘do it “while tiving.” His gifts must be direct, inter vives.

While the Pennsylvania court has referred to an “infidel” open
forum as a “nursery of vice,” it may be well to observe that Unita-
riamiem has furnished neither criminals for the “gallows” or women
for the “brothel,” but has gained the support of persons of the great-
est intellectual capacity. It may be well to mote here the prime object
of the Secular Society, Litd., mentioned in the Bowman case in Eng-
iand. That object was: “To premote, in such ways as may from
time o time be determined, the principle that human comduct shO_uld
be based upon natural kmowledge, and mot upon super-natural befief,
and that human welfare in this world is the proper end of all thought
amd action.” . vd L

In commenting on the Bowman iozse, an editorial note 31 Har-
vard Law Review, 292, observes that the “sincere disbeliever . . .
believes that the spread of what he regards as truth and the removal
of what he regards as superstition would conduce to the benefit of
mankind.” ) .

IN THE WORLD OF BOOKS

BY ISAAC GOLDBERG

ALTER BRODY AND NEW VALUES IN AMERICAN DRAMA

Mr. Brody has just publizshed, through the firm of Coward-Mc-
Cann, Inc., of New York City, a collection of Four Folk Plays ef the
American Jew, entitled “Lamentations” ($2.50)." The book, .ta:ﬁ;te-
fully executed in all mechanical details, has a fanciful f}'ontlspxece
by Hugo Gellert—that old reliable of the radical press—which ca‘oche§
the sordidness, the thwarted domesticity and the tortured poetry of
the Bronx milieu in which the plays take place.

Because these are uncommon pieces in any case, and because they

represent a highly successful effort in a venture that fairly lures one
to disaster, I wish to dwell upon them .somewhat at length. For I
believe that with these four playlets—‘“Lowing in the Night,” “Recess
for’ Memorials,” “Rapunzel” and “A House of Mourning”—Mr, Brody
has done something mew and something important. The worth of
what he has accomplished is the more likely to be overlooked be-
eause he has achieved his aim with not a trace of sensationalism. His
esthetic problem, that of transferring from one tongue to another
an entire scale of psychological values, is far more than a feat of
pranslation. It is nothing less than transsubstantiation. ,
+ Let me explain. Students of Yiddish literature have often spec-
dated upon the future of Yiddish. In America, as all may see who
do not blind themselves, the speech is decaying; it is virtually doomed
t0 an early death. Especially is this true of its esthetic potentiali-
ties. The Yiddish spirit, or ethos, or whatever you choose to call it,
does »ot, fortunately, depend upon any single tongue. It has shown,
in all ages, a remarkable adaptability to whatever language lay near-
est to its needs. Therefore, reasoned some of us, let us mot 'weep
ineffectual tears over the inevitable; Yiddish may die, but its soul
goes marching on. The survival of a language is not determined by
the sentimental heroics of its speakers; it follows the line of eco-
nomic power. The spirit of Yiddish, however, may survive in any
language in- which the gifted Jew has something to say.

English,: naturally, has been replacing Yiddish among the Jews
as fast as they could adapt themselves to the life of the nation. This
js mot only conscious assimilation; it is a natural process that has
bred languages from the first and that will breed them to the last.
Yiddish newspapers print English sections; Yiddish writers attempt
original compositions in English. Years ago, Morris Rosenfeld tried
his hand at English poetry; he was not the only one. The trend is
unmistakable. \

Brody, as I have said, does more. He charges English with a
Jewish quality; he does so without perpetrating the sort of thing that
he has himself wittily christened Yidgin English—the sort of mongrel
dialect that you find in Anna Yezierska and others of her tribe., I

gate'c;,aShing is an art. and no joke

about it! Successful “gate-crashers,” so called, can
testify to many entertaining experiences. . How-to-
get-something-for-nothing and how-to-do-it-again-af-
ter-you’ve-done-it-once are the keynotes of “Confes-
sions of a Gate-Crasher,” by Samuel Marx, in The
American Parade. Intimate glimpses of a little
known aspect of America! Subscribe now: Send $2
($2.16 Canadian; $2.50 foreign) for a year. Ad-
dress The American Parade, Girard, Kansas, '

should mot be surprised if his original imspiration had been Johm
Millington Synge, in such. a eoncentrated masterpiece as the unfor-
gettable play, “Riders te the Sea.” Synge, of course, worked m an
Irish English. Brody’s language is not a dialect or a variatien of
English; it represents the successful transfusion, se to speak, of
YiQ@ish. blood mto English veins. '

His coneeption of drama is subties he scormns effects too easily ob-
tained. His dramas, in fact, could be acted in utter darkness, for
their power is inherent in the veices  of his people. Voices out of the
darkness—that might be their actual and their metaphorical epigraph.
A couple in bed, exchanging plaints about their childlessmess; the
weman, leving her husband for what ke might be, hating him be-
cause he is mot a father;- both caught, eventuaBy, by the very pas-
sion that refuses them offspring. And there you have “Lowing in the
Night.”  Two old women discussing, during .a synagegue interlude,
their unfortumate children.
rials.” A child of poverty suddenly regaining her sight and terrified
at the loss of a deeper vision: “Rapunzel.” A cursing housewife,
blaming her husband for the death of their child, enly to find that
during her passionate haramgue he has himself gome the way of
death. “A House of Mourning.”

In these pieces—I1 sheuld like to see a courageous experimental
director mount them, in their stark but penetrating simplicity—there
is a music of speech that adds to the stuff of drama the cadence of
irrefutable reality. Perhaps a sound -imstinct led Mr. Brody to make
most of his characters women. Yiddish, irn its origins, is the femi-
nine aspect of the Hebrew soul. It was called, for a long time,
weiber-teutsch, which is to say women’s German. It was read chiefly
by women, and was written chiefly for them, since they could not read
their prayers in the Holy Tongue. Into Yiddish.rhythms, into Yid-
dish figures of speech, imto the very intonations of the language,
flowed the soul of eager, burdened motherhood. These rythms, this
intonation, Brody has caught almest inerrantly.

So doing, ke has added to our American drama a scale of new
values that do mot depend upom' freaky- scemery, jazzed-up accoutre-
ments, and bass-drum diction. I hope that he will try to develop
the material imto a play of regulation lemgth, involving more char-
acters and weaving a more complicated texture. From the purely
artistic stamdpoint, I should say, Brody has, in thesze “Lamentations,”
made to American drama one of the most vital contributions since
O’Neill first flashed across our horizon. They read beautifully; in the
right hands, they should be made to act beautifully, too.

THE CHURCH BREAKS DOWN

There is hope for the world. Don’t commit suicide yet. Bishop
William Lawrence, speaking the other day before the Harvard Medical
School on “Social Infection and the Community”’—he meant the well-
known venereal diseases—declared that the policy of silence has proved
to be a failure. “In the past,” he confessed, “I have distrusted the
advice of those who have pressed for common education in sex; but
in spite of tradition, prejudice and taste, I have been driven to the
conclugion that the 1id of silence must be wrenched off, and the sub-
ject treated in its fulness, as embodying facts of physical, social,
moral and spiritual fruth.” )

Education of this nature, the Bishop went on to say, must some-
how be brought down to the little child from 3 to 9 years of age,
taught preferably by his mother.

And more to the same purpose, in a program that reads almost
ag if it had been lifted from the pages of the Haldeman-Julius pub-
lications, and of your own present announcer.

Who shall say that there is mo hope when ome of the highest
dignitaries of the .Church admits the collapse of the ecclesiastical
policy of silence rand frankly adopts the program of the modern
sexual hygienist?

‘ANTHOLOGIES ,

AN ANTHOLOGY OF WORLD POETRY. Edited by Mark. Van
Doren. NewiYork. A. & C. Boni. $5.

POETRY OF THE ORIENT. An Anthology of the Classic
Secular Poetry of the Major Eastern Nations.. New York. A. A.
Knopf. $5. , ,

GREAT SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF THE WORLD. Edited by
Barrett H. Clark. New York. McBride. $5.

It is the regular thing—I do it myself on‘occasion, as do many
others who must read not only for pleasure butfor professional rea-
sons—to damn anthologies on general principles. It is so easy to
complain that & great specimen has been overlooked, or that a
mediocre one has been included. Then again, it is so clearly a mat-
ter of one’s own taste against that of the editor. Making a real an-
thology is no weasy task. It requires not only a vast background of
study, but a catholicity of taste that must mever become mere un-
critical hospitality. I have often said that the person who likes
everything really likes nothing. I have my suspicions of the ardent
devotee who likes everything ‘that Shakespeare or Beethoven wrote,
because I am rather well satisfied that there are plenty of gaps in
the immortal Will and in the equally immortal Ludwig. An antholo-
gist—and we are all of us anthologists, since we cannot remember
everything we read or hear, and naturally treasure up our own salient
memories—an anthologist is known as much by the company he does
not keep as by the company he keeps. True culture, as Nietzsche
and Voltaire knew, and as Ellis in our day knows, consists as much
in what you reject as ‘in what you accept: Nor need you always
accept what I do, or reject in the same imitative manmer.

For the average reader, then, who cannot be a specialist in
drama, fiction, biography, music and poetry, a sensitive anthologist
is a valuable ally. And for even the specialist, such volumes as I
have listed at the head of this harangue contain, if not novelties al-
ways, @ fine and discriminating selection. !

Mr. Van Daren’s collection covers a wide range. I find that he
has selections not only from the Hebrews—what would a world an-
thology be without some of the magnificent poetry of the Bible?—
but from the Jews. I am glad that he had the taste to represent not
only Bialik, one of the leaders of the contemporary renascence, but
Yeohash, perhaps. the greatest poetic spirit that medern Yiddish
has produced. The collection, printed on India paper, runs well be-
yond 1,300 pages. )

The collection by Eunice Tietjers is limited to the major Eastern
nations; it is not cluttered with the familiar religious verses, but
specializes in the secular expressions of the Oriemt. 1 thank her for
her omission of the religious excerpts, not so much beeause of amy
impatience with religion, but because such exclusion left more room
for a less familiar aspect of Arabian, Persian, Hindu, Japanese and
Chinese poetic artistry. The volume is most tastefully designed and
executed.

Clark’s collection—he ig responsible for many of the translations
—ranges the world in much the same manner that his previous col-
lection of stories and short novels did. He begins with Socrates and
ends with Hector Bearlioz. Between the impertinent questioner and
the romantic composer he selects, by centuries, representative bio-
graphical studies by notable essayists. In a day when the passionate

human-ali-too-human, such an anthology ef life-stories should find a
ready welcome. It should be, indeed, especially. valuable as an op-
portunity to compare our Emil Ludwigs, our Lytton Starcheys, our

literary ancestors. I do not think that the comparison would lead
tc an -unqualified victory for the moderns. - Yet the gains of con-
temporary biography will remain.

No man is a hero to his ivalet, True. And we want. the walet’s
point of view to balance the view of the hero-worshiper. But, en
the other hand, the hero is not always a valet. There are great men,
and we may admire their greatness without placing them . impossibly
high upon a twenty-four carat pedestal. ‘

All three of these anthologies have my recommendation as sound
gelections, as serviceable books of pléasant appearance, @s admirable

points of departure into the special regioms whence they ‘came;

And there you have “Recess fer Memo-

vogue of biography attests a new interest in humanity, in thef

Gamatiel Bradfords. and the rest, with their immediate and remote|

DEBUNKING: Its Purpose and Progress

EBUNKING kas become a mational pastime.

Net a phase of public or private life, of custem or

A ftradition, busimess or amusement—in fact of every human achivity or idea—but what has te
yield to clear-eyed scrutiny, witerly impartial and objective, designed omly to discover what is sound
and what is retten, to separate the graim from the chaf.

A few brief years ago W. E. Woedward—bhe of the human biographies—ceined the word
“debunking”—at least he claims credit for it. We pounced upen the mew-bern word amd popu-

larized i, for it fitted se exactly the very thing we had been doimg for years.
monthly publication: THE DEBUNKER is America’s premier debumking

And teday eur

agent. Other magazines

may publish articles of exposure every now amd then; THE DEBUNKER is the only magaiime excla-

sive?y devoted to debunking.

And already there have sprumg up these mevitable barmacles, the critics of the critics: those

whe would “debunk the debunkers.”

They are poor fish at the mest, and small fry at that, who

contend that the hollow specters of history should be allowed te stand like celossi on clay feet—for
the sake of patriotism; that superstitions and weird notions are “geed” for the people.

THE DEBUNKER khas little patience with such pumy sophists and prejudicial mountebamks
whe would depose truth and subordinate it to their schemes. Unperturbed and with ebullient humer
it pursues its pletted course of debumking “hewing te the line, amd letting the chips fall where

they mray.” Open-minded?
vaperings of these whe cam hear the
tien: THAT OPPOSED TO BUNK!

Yes!—but enly to common semse and science; not te the halfbaked
grass grow. THE DEBUNKER shows one side of every ques-

ARE YOU REALLY DEBUNKED?

YOU are debunked—at least partly—otherwise you would mot be reading Haldeman-Julins Publi-
¥ cations. But are you completely debunked? Are you shern of all false ideals and erremeous
!fleas? Or is there perhaps a vestige—yes, mere than that—ef the old gullibility left in you? In
times of stress and duress de yem still “imstinctively” fall back into the ancient ruts of credulity

and herd spirit?

Ne matter! Whether or met you are completely debunked, yeu need THE DEBUNK’::E‘R‘!

Every intelligent, liberal, progressive, alert, wide-awake human dees.

It keeps you im touch with

gke queer outcroppings ?f the American mentality. It is up-te-the-minute, new, fresh, vigorous. Its
irrepressible l’mmor—whlch is mever flippant or facetious—will infect you, make you laugh as you
learn. What's a dellar and a half for such priceless stimulation! A mere bagatelle you cam easily

spare.

So enter the ever widening circle of “debunkees” instantly! Scan the contents listed below.

There are many items you do net wamt to miss. Only $1.50 for ene selid year, twelve big issues,

of THE DEBUNKER!

Honestly now, can yon afford ta pass up this epportunity of beceming com-

pletely, thoroughly and umqualifiedly debunked? Put your OK. (plus yeur mame and address!) en
the blank at the bottom of the page now and mail it teday!

Don’t Miss These Brilliant Articles

CONTENTS

FEBRUARY NUMEER

CHICAGO MAIL CLERKS;, by Albert Halper. A
newcomer ‘to the ranks of Haldeman-Julius authors
dgscm%e_s in simple, unaffected wonds the trials and
tribulations of Uncle Sam’s lowliest servants. The
experiences related are the writer’s own which lends
to them a charming ring of truth and sincerity.

TRUTH IN AD" “RTISING? by Heinz Norden. A
member of _the editorial department of the Haldeman-
Juln}s pubhpation-s makes a little private investigation
of his own into advertisers’ claims and discovers a few
surprising things. All interested in advertising should
read this article.

CANADIAN FARMERS DEBUNKING WHEAT
GRADES, by T. W. O. Rivers. How the facts concern-
ing the value of their own produce were effectively
kept from the wheat-raising people in Canada, and how
they revolted against such obvious injustice.

DOES MAN NEED RELIGION? by L. M. Birk-
head. Another brglliant essay from the pen of the
famous pastor of All Souls’ Unitarian Church at Kan-
sas City. This time Dr. Birkhead attacks the necessity
of creeds -and gives significant insight into the psy-
chology of the religious. revival,

“DECAFFEINIZED” COFFEE BUNK, by T.Swann
Harding. The well-known scientific author and gov-
ernment editor of scientific publications gives the
“dope” on Kaffee Hag and similar produects.

THE HUMANIZATION OF BIOGRAPHY, by E.
Haldeman-Julius. Another chapter from the new book
of the debunker extraordinary, entitled “Writing for
the New Public.” Here the principles of the new art
of biography are taken up and the différence from the
old method shown. An important contribution for all
who have literary ambitions.

NEW LIGHT ON THE TEN COMMANDMENTS,
by Maynard Shipley. The outstanding scientist of the
West gives some novel facts coucerning the decalogue
and exposes “Yahweh” as a cruel, egotistical and in-
satiable tribal deity.

UNCLE SAM BUYS A LITTLE BLUE BOOK, by
Heinz Norden. The account of an amusing little actual
occurrence that took place in the offices of the Halde-
man-Julius Publications.

HOW TO RESIST THE SCIENTIFIC SALESMAN,
by Cloyd Hampton Valentine. Mr. Valentine is another
debunked Reverend. Here he gives some pertinent
hints on how to escape the clutches of the high pres-
sure apostle of selling.

“ATHEISTIC RUFFIANS,” by Frank Swancara.
Pricking the inflated bubble that moral degeneration
inevitably follows in the wake .of skepticism. The au-
thor is a Denver lawyer and intersperses his narrative
with interesting quotations from law proceedings,

INSTANTANEOUS PERSONAL MAGNETISM, by
Ben Moore. Another lawyer writing! This time it is
one of those lurid will-power development systems that
receives the death blow; for most decidedly after hav-
ing read this article you will think twice the next time
you are tempted to send a coupon that promisecs
“money, power, influence in 24 hours.”

DEBUNKING THE FRATERNAL LODGES, by
Past Master. A writer who must of necessity remain
anonymous spills the beans about the seéret societies.

THE WONDERFUL WEST, by Pearl Swann Pow-
ell. Mrs. Powell, who lives in New Mexico and ought to
know, says that is not quite as wonderful as Chambers
of Commerce would have us believe.

TG APPEAR IN MARCH AND
LATER ISSUES

CROOKED FINANCIAL SCHEMES EXPOSED.,
by George M. Husser. The first part of a series in
which the director of the Kansas City Better Business
Bureau gives a complete account of modern fraudulent
swinders’ tricks. Everybody who ever plans to invest
anything should read this article. 1t is invaluable. This

‘for a year!

series alone is worth the entire price of the magazine

KEEPERS OF THE FAITH (Fourth Sitting), by
Clay Fulks, The famous Arkansas school teacher—
fired for his convictions—continues his dramatizatien
of Southern psychology. Keepers of the Faith is a
classic of bigotry and Fundamentalism.

THE LATEST BUNK IN PIANO TEACHING, ;by'
Arthur A. Schwarz. Some salient facts om a mechan-
ical instruction apparatus. :

DEBATING COMPANIONATE MARRIAGE IN
CHAUTAUQUA, by Harry Hibschman. Reactiens of
the American pubilc to one of the wmust important
moral - questions of the day. .

BOY, PAGE MR. BARNUM, by Charles Swmith.
An old newspaper hand gives his impressions of the
dance marathon in St. Joseph, Meo. Youll like this
article for its frankness and humor.

A STORMY PETREL OF LITERA [URE—PORTRAIT
OF FRANK HARRIS AT SEVENTY-TWO, by George
Sylvester Viereck. A character sketch of one of the
most interesting men living today written by an out-
standing American writer and poet. Frank Harris, as
you may know, is the author of “My Life and Loves”
which is suppressed everywhere. ‘

CATHOLICISM IN THE SMALL TOWN, by Erich
Hartmann. Is the Catholic Church a menace in Amer-
ica? Read this article and then judge!

DOES LIFE SPELL ACCIDEMT OR DESIGN? by
Dr. Arthur Wakefield Slazen. The famous New York
Unitarian preacher gives an absorbing account of the
forces that constitute fate to some and chance to others,

THE Y.M.C.A. FROM THE INSIDE, by George
Saville. A typical scene from one of the most thor-
oughly Babbittized national institutions in America.

THE NEW FIGHT FOR MOONEY AND BIL-
LINGS, by Roger N. Baldwin, director of the Amemr’_;m
Civil Liberties Union. Two innocent men in prison 1‘_01‘
twelve years! Such is the unenviable record of the
judiciary of the Commonwealth “of California, The
case of these two martyrs to class justice is in some
respects more important than that of Sacco and Van-
zett1.

SPURTS FROM AN INTERRUPTED PEN—
LARRY TRIMBLE, HIS MOVIE DOGS AND HORSES,
by Marcet Haldeman-Julius. The editor’s wife, in he}'
inimitable style, talks about Strongheart and his d}—
rector. Also about a coming equine movie star. This
is a continuation of the department formerly known
as “What the Editor’s Wife Is Thinking About.”

PRESIDENT HOOVER AND QUAKERISM, by L.
M. Birkhead. What effect, if any, will the religion. Qf
the President FElect have upon his administration?
Thousands are asking that question. Dr. Birkhead
gives some facts from the strange history of the
Friends, that throw light on what we may expect.

THE DEGRADATION OF THE BOSTON PRESS,
by Jack Donovan. A reporter tells of the way in which
Big Business controls the chaste Boston newspapers.

FACTS ABOUT TOOTH DECAY AND RUTHN-
LESS EXTRACTION, by T. Swann Harding. Thls
article has been meeded for a long time. Too much of
the advice dispensed so freely by doctors and dentists
concerning teeth is pure bunk, as Mr. Harding points
out.

JOINERS AMONG THE LEARNED, by Grace
Adams. “He’s a Phi Beta Kappa!” What an awe
those words inspire! But after the hocus-pocus has
been subtracted what really remains? Not much, says
Miss Adams. ,

BAIT FOR PERSONALITY HOUNDS, by Howard
B. Leonard. Concerning the desirability of bristling
with mail-order bulldog courage and being a cosk™-
spondence course dominator.

HOW THOMAS JEFFERSON IS REVERED IN
VIRGINIA, by William Bedford. How Virginia virgins
insist on having their Thomas Jeffenson pure and un-
polluted by so monstrous a sin as drinking wine,
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Haldeman-Julius Publications, ‘Girard, Kansas.

Enclosed is $1.50 ($2 Canada and foreign countries) for one year's sub-
scription toe THE DEBUNKER, starting at once.
“This Tyranny of Busk,” by E. Haldeman-Julius.
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