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In ia’s Struggle or a Free

An Intervzew with One of Gandlu s
 Leading Dtsczples

By Marcet HaIdeman—Juhus

-A small, frail, unimposing man of sixty-one
lecently waded ‘out into the sea at Dandl,
India. Clean shaven, with large ears, on his
nose large spectacles, dressed only -in short,
white, homespun trousers, he was not at first
glance an heroic figure. But, as he filled a
little bowl with salt water and waded back to
land, the thousands on the shore and the watch-
ing world knew that they were witnessing a

gesture that would never be forgotten as long

38 history endured. It was more than a defi-
ance ‘of the: British statute establishing a gov-
ernment salt monopoly: it was a protest against
the unwarranted subjection in which India is
held by England. It was the echo, ringing
down the decades, of the bitter ¢ry for freedom
with which we ourselves once hurled a cargo
of tea into the Atlantic ocean. Everyone who
cherishes liberty and justice must throb in
sympathy with the efforts of Gandhi, one of
the greatest of living men, to help. his people
secure the independence that is their right,
“We call him ‘Mahatma Gandhi’ because he
is so beloved -and ‘Mahatma’ means saint. No
man in’ his lifetime has ever had so large a
following!” It was Gopal Singh Khalsa talk-
ing: He is one of the three whom the Indian

National Congress- has sent, to this country in

the hope that, by -spedking in colleges and meet-
ing representalive people, these men may help
to correct the ‘many misapprehensions concern-
ing their little-understood country. ‘

- Khalsa, just twenty-six years old, was dressed
in ‘very ~modern c!othes-——\vith_ the exceptiog‘ol‘
the white, neatly-wound turban which is the
custom in - Persia; Arabia, - Kgypt, Turkestan
and Afghanistan as well as India.  This turban,

a narrow silver bracelet on his graceful wrist(

and the beard which to a casual eye almost
youthfulness - but which is
Lthe country—northern

disguised - his
typical of ‘the part of
Indiza=—from which Khilsa comes were the only
things which made him seem in the least dif-
{erent— from ounelves for he \pulu, English
dues seven languages.

perfectly —as- he olier

“What is more to the point he spoke the lau-.

cultivated, completely debunked
freethinkers. He is the editor ot Hirndustan,
the most influential Hindu oulside
of India. He also wriles steadily iuterpreting
- American. civilizatiop and culture to the Na
tiona‘list Press of India which means that uis
stuff is ‘all syndicated, as we would say, and
appears there ip eighty newspapers. .- "
Very tall, slender,
ished cosmopolite, he sat on the overstuffed
couch 1v -our sun-room while I listened eagerl
from the wicker chair which my
génti,e sjest. call my *‘Graf Zeppelin.” To the gen,
tle rhvthm of.its slow rocking [ fly to the many
different couwtries, transported there by our
various -gueste. ‘
. “Practically all of the leaders of the Nation
alist ‘movement in India,” Khalsa explained,
“gre free thinkers.” Of course the entire
younger generation in Indian colleges are,
wji.tho'ut a single exception, free thinkers.

Gandhi, India’s Beloved Leader

For two years he had lived with Gandhi,
had eaten with him, slept near him. He made
him very real to me. The son of a prime min-
1ste1 of ‘one ‘of ‘the provinces, Gandhi lived a
hfe of luxurv in his youth and was sent to
Londoni University -where he received the de-
grée of Doctor of Law. He was admitted to
the bar 'and entered active practice ‘in - which
he was very successful. During the war he
was -decorated with different medals by the
British. government- for his various services.

But when, in 1919, he saw thirty-twe million
of ‘his own countrymen starving to death while
three hundred and fifty million dollars’ worth
of the ‘very wheat which should have fed them
was e;.ported to England at the point of the
gun, -he awoké to a ful! consciousness of per-
sona! .duty to India. England, of course,
boyght - this grain for her own self-preserva-
tion. ~ Far better, she argued, that the Indians
should starve than the British,

India, to put it plainly, is England’s bread
and butter. Does she want wheat—she draws
on  her subject country; does she want raw

cotton——-she draws on her subject country; does
she .want ore—she draws on her subject coun-

guage of all

newspaper

try; does. she want men in time of war—she:

draws on her subject country. And always

‘1857,

lows closely 'in- his tathers footstéps.

-eager, very much the pol-

friends in.

the mllhons there plovu:le her w1th a large
and much-needed market.

During the war she promised India that at
the end of it she should have dominion: status.
Instead Britain sent over a commission to
decide whether or not India was ready to gov-
ern herself. ' The Indians rightly considered
this commission an insult and _refused it all
cooperation. I‘hey knew 'that its conclusion
was already foregone and that it was only a

gesture to give Great- Britain an excuse for'

domg what she- wanted to do.

- When on' April .12, 1919, England shot down
four - hundred™ people in. :Amrit Sar, Gandhi—
brilliant, ophlstlcated ‘educated man ‘that he

‘ls—-p]aced all thd.t he had and blmselt at the

service of his’ country. He gave all his .prop-
erty to the nation. As a protest against the
use of British- material he dressed in a home-
spun loin cloth’ and blanket. His wife and
gsons were wholly in sympathy with him and
his wife, accustomed like Gandhi himself, to
living the life of a wealthy Indian aristocrat,
adopted his own new method, wearing only
homespun clothes, eating the simplest of food
and doing all .of - her own work even to her
washing.

With great fowaxght Gandhi realued that

‘the people of India would fail if dArevolutlon

were attempted, ‘even as they had failed in
But he began patiently, bnlhantly, to
cement and direct their national consciousness
with his doctrine of " “Non- Cooperatlon Non-
Violence and Passwe Resistance.” (Forty-
seven thousand people have willingly followed
Gandhi to Jal]) ,

- At present he.and his w1te live not fir from
Ahmebad, where. Gandhi- wag born. Here in
a little village:.tucked .away .in the woods he

‘has a college inwhich several hundred young
‘men- and women- are cohstuntly bdifg trained

as  political woxkers "His sons ‘are: grown.
One of them is ‘an -influential editor and fol-

believes “arms” is the- answer to India’s prob-
lem. To Gandhi’e simple little house near the
college come, at one time -or another, all of
those who .are. mterested in. India’s struggle
tor independence and all of those who are
powertul in' the government as it is .today.
The present Viceroy, Lord Irvin, who like Mac-
Donald personally “believes that- India should
hlave dominion status, finds his way to this
spot which ' is the- very center of modern Indian
thought. One day 4 week Gandhi - fasts. One
day u week, because his life is so full and

‘busy, he does pot speak to anyone but spends

the day in writing and- thinking.

‘There is in his heart no hate for lnglish-
aen. He has repeatedly said and means it:
“l love an Englishman even as | love 1wy
vrother, but 1| hate the British-Indian admin-
istration. 1t s a satanic institution.”  His
life work is to- help his country throw off the
rule of this unjust exploiting - conqueror.

The Indian National Congress

Une of his most important instruments is
the Indian Natlondl Congress—not. to be <¢on-
fused with the Council of State which is offi-
2ial, hand-picked by ‘the Viceroy, and. for ob-
vious reasonms, pro-British. Half of it is ap-
pointed  directly. by, the-.Viceroy (who repre-
sents the crown); the other. half is elected by
ithe Jndlana—aftel the Viceroy himself . has
placed the men he .wishes in nomination.. For
instance, in one province he. may nominate both
a Mohammedan and a Hindu. Sometimes in
a province he nominates several men, any one
of whom he believes would be agreeable to
Great Britain and help to further her interests.
This gives the. Indians—or so the British
feel—the illusion’ of choosing their own leaders.
But ever for these lay figures only those In-
dians can vote who pay.a certain amount of
taxes. This leaves out most of the working-
men and peasants, an arrangement which has
at least one good result—it "umtes these two
great forces.

In this Council. of btate two-thirds of the

| members are elected from the fifteen provinces
over which are
| are selected from’ the seven hundred and twenty-

governors," the other third

six princes who rule the’ .other third of India,
subject to Great Britian. One of these princes,
His Highness Maharajah Singh Malvendar
Bahadur of Nabha (the'only Maharajah unani-
mously respected by the Indian ‘masses), dared

‘to suport Gandhl—and ‘for that England

prompt]y took awav his state.and puj him in
prison. Later he was released: with the restric-
tion, still in force, that he-‘remain within 2
definite confined: .aresa,

The Indian National Congress, on the obher
hand, is a genulnelw"plectea body. It came
into being forty years ago, thrown .te the In-
dians' as a sort .of sop to thelr feelings. But
it was not until’ 1905 ‘when the Nationalists

began to take real hold of it, that it assumed

power. It has ‘no’ official "authority but it is
a legal  body ‘and’recognized as such by the
British government. All the provinces of. India
are. represented, “which 'means that the eon-
gress consists of between - fiften and sixteen
hundred Indlans whose’ dommatmg thought is

One

-of .India.
exception  of Russia, she is capable of - being .

the welfaze“ and mdepem]ence of their country. |

Before 1928. this Jndian National Congress
was for the domlmon status. ' They asked only
that India be given the same rights and privi-
leges that Canada, Australia, and The Union of
South. Africa enjoy. today This the British
failed to grant and -at. mldmght on. December
31, 1929, the- Indlan National Congress adopted
a resolution demandmg complete and immediate
independence. Eng]and has. dallied too long.

“We feel now,” Khalsa explained, his fine
eyes alight, “as your own Patrick Henry did

when ‘he said, ‘Give me liberty or give me
death.””" .

Edacattng the Iudum Mcsses

But there .is. a division of opinion as to how
to get this independence.. .Gandhi and his
party, who control more than half of the con-
gress, counsel non:resistance. The other group,
headed by Subhas Chandra Bose, would resort
to Ay . +(The’ Bnglish “at once arrested and
-put him in jail for - thege sentlmentb His sen-

tence wag for. one ye&r)

- Ganghi. realizes ‘that he is dealing with great
masses of uneducated: people Great Britain,
in her wisdom, spendﬁ five  cents a year per
person on the education ‘of her Indian subjects
as against three dollars and a half on the
education of her own people. Nmety two out
of every hundred Indians are illiterate. (Sev-
enty million cannot afford two meals a day.
They are starving:) (nadually Gandhi—great
psychologist that he is—prepares the minds
of these slow-thinking, under-nourished masses,
making them realize their need for education,
how cleverly - they are being exploited, how
little interest the English ean and do have in
them, -and what a powerful country they will
become. when they govern themselves,

While practically ali of the leaders in India
are -free.thinkers .and: the ‘‘present president
of the Indian- National Congress, Pundit Nehry

(2 young man of' thirty- three ‘yéars and one of:

those -arrested - in the r’emnt salt’ protest) is
an atheist, the priests ase alf pro British. It
is to -their interest as well as fo the interest
of “England ‘to keep ‘the peaple, 1gnorant and
under thumb.:
and " twenty-six princes ate: pro-British. They
know that: their own time would be short if
India gained -her mdependeme ingland’s ar-

guments dgdlllbl gwmg ludla self- goverpmenp

are.

" First, that she is Qver popuiamd 1u vmw 0(’
the fact that-there are only one:hundred- and
seventy-five people to the. :yquare mile in India
as against six hundred and fitty to the square
mile who live in England this seems an absurd
reason. Moreover, as Khalsa points out, as edu-
cation becomes more general families. decrease
in size. Birth control information can be legally
taught in India and is more and more widely
disseminated even among the less cultivated In-
dians. As others learp-to réad it is only logical
to think that they will svail themselves of the
knowledge which is denied to the masses in
this. supposedly more- enlightened country of
ours. At present there are too ‘many people
engaged in ‘agriculture in India, but as soon
as she has her own factories and industries
there will be a flocking to them aund a wider
variation of sources of income.

Iingland’s second avowed reason is thai there
are too fnany races in India. There are two:
(1) the Caucasian, toc. which the great majority
of Indians: belong, although like the Latin peo-
ple their skin has darkened, and (2) the
Negroid' race in the south. ‘l‘he others are
intermixtures of these. If toe many races were
an argument. agalnst self- -government one won-
ders, really, how our own manages Lo stagger
along! - If .there is any country in the world
that is full of diverse races it is the United
States. In passing, let: me refresh your minds
as to the reason why "Hindus are refused the

_right to citizenship hete. Our supreme court

adniits that they are white—but insists that
they are not free white. It is only teo bit-
terly true that they are not.

England’s third excuse for w1thholdmg what

-she has already promised in India is that there

are too many. religions and that the Hindus
and the Mohammedans could not get along
together. Now in-India the Mohammedans are
te the Hindus in much the same relation that,
in this country, the Catholics are to the Prot-
estants.. To be. -elected” president of the Indian

‘National Congress is the highest honor that

lies in the power of Hindu and Mohammedan'
alike' to. bestow upon ‘ene of their countrymen,
Yet more than a. dozen Mohammedans . have
been elected to this offiee while -this Protestant
country .of our own has never - been able to
quite bring .itself to put a bathollr in the

:‘White House.

*But,” said Gopal bmg‘h Kha)-a quietly, “you
have more religious fanaticism -in this country
than we have in India?” .

The Old and ‘the New india

He is constantly surprised, this keen young
man, to find religious superstition among the
cultivated, - intelligent .Beople in this country.
He 1epea’cedly stressed h:s astonishment at the

'fact that it is to be met with among professors,

lecturers” and writers. ~Buch a- state:of mind
woiuld be- impossible .in - comparable ‘people of
India

I.think T.never reall.gd before the va,s.,ness
As large as all- Europe, with the

‘ake tha one matter

)(‘ B

entxre‘y ‘eh-uupportmg

-products . which . should feed, ¢
| beauty and joy into the lives of the Indians

Afifty thousand Englishmen.

‘Also most of the seven huudred | British .and thus again, by force,

.added -to .the ever-growing ‘domain -which she

| Hindus.

~Fhere; - religioys* superstitions are fos- .
‘tered . only ‘among the uneducated. -

.they are subjected, they live

osmon in the Modern

“of cotton India exports to England yearly
millions ‘of bales of the raw material.
it-is made into cloth and the finished product
is shipped back to India. It is easy to see
what the latter’s income would be if she had
her own factories and could reverse the procesa
and herself 'ship, instead of the raw cotton,
the finished product te England. But there
are practically no factories in India. The
clothe and put

go pouring -into England. She brazenly bat-
tens off ‘her subjeet nation and‘ prattles in
“conferences of justice and peace!

In the whole great country of India where
there .are three hundred and twenty million
people there are only about one hundred and
No wonder Eng-
land spends sixty-three percent of the revenue

she gets from India on the British military’

and naval.forces. It is-.only by force that she
can keep this rich empire under heel.

It is a significant fact that when the bill to
prohibit child marriages came up, all the pro-
British Indians were against the bill—all the
Nationalists were for it. It passed. Child
marriages are no longer legal. Among the un-
educated masses there still are child-betrothals
in which the children are promised in marriage
but the marriage does not take place until
the girl is grown. The Nationalists ir} India
do not approve of these betrothals. Miss Mayo,
who wrote Mother India, refused to debate

~with Madam Sarojini Naidu (ex-president of

the Indian' National Congress) when challenged
by the latter to do so. That mischievous book
of Miss Mayo’s, written at the instigation of
the British government, has spread many erro-
neous and unfair impressions. In answer to
it. Khalsa is writing one entitled My Mother
India with an- introduction to it by Gandhi.
Surely Khalsa should be able to speak with
authority for he is a descendant of one of the
oldest and most martial Sihk families in what,
until 1849, was a free state.

In that year three great battles were fought
between them and the British. Two were won
by the Sihks, but the - decisive one by the
England

began one hundred and fifty years ago in India.
| In this warfaré against the ‘Sihks.the British
had used  other. Indlans, Mohammedana ,and
.. Theréfore :the Sihks cherishied* a bit-
ter feeling - against them, Accordingly, when
in 1857 a revolution bruke out in India headed
by these same people, the Sihks, of whom there
are_some five inillions, ioohshly turned pro-

British and fought against their own interests.’

Since ‘then. they have- learned wisdom.

- Sidelights on Indian Character

I got the -distinct impressions from Gopal
Singh ‘Khalsa, that while there are only five
million Sihks and there are seventy million
Mohammedans and two hundred and ten mil-
lion Hindus, the Sihks are a powerful moti-
vating force for the complete independence of
the people of India.

“Only seventy-one years ago,”
“my grandfather, one of. the Sihks in
northern part of lndia, was a free man;
we, his grandchildren, are slaves.”

This same grandfather died two years ago.
Like many of the young Sihks, you see, Khalsu
came up in direct personal contact and under
the direct. influence of men who had known
complete independence and had been smarting
under England’s domination even as we would,
if today, we were to become subjects. of another
nation. In his own country young Khalsa him-
self wears always a sword. Essentially he is
a man of action although circumstances and
a keen mind.have made him, for ‘the present
at least, an adherent of the doctrine of passive
non-resistance.

As we sat later at the dinner table, where
the children joined us, their eager questions
brought out many little sidelights which all
together composed into the general picture
Khalsa had painted for us of India and her
struggle.

Asked ag to that country’s attitude on pro-
hibition, he explained that they do not have
prohibition; they simply do not drink. 1t is
not a problem. Nor do the Sihks smoke.

“What are their ‘vices’?” laughed E. H.-d.,
and he asked about the sex life of the people.

“In the cities,” Khalsa explained, “there is
of course much of the looseness that is to be
found in all countries, but in the villages there
is a most sane and moral condition.” He went
on to amplify this by saying that the young
men were taught tc consider the girls in their
own- vjliages in the light of sisters and to go
to .other villages for their wives. [nter-marry-
ing - in the same village brings disrepute not
only to the young couple but to the village
itself. The' reason is that many of the fami.
lies are closely related. -

Disease and lack ef food kiil many but,
granted normal conditions, Indiams live to a
ripe old age. In most familiés who have not
known tos severe privations, one. will find one

he explained,
the
but

or two over eighty years of age and in nearly:

every village there are fifteen.or sixteen over
a hundred years old.

A tranquil-tempered, clear-thinking 'if on the
whole as yet slow-thinking people, with fire in
their blood because of the injustices to which
in a beautiful
coumntry whose richness is denied to them. They
are—and this is most important—at peace with
their  great- bmderlng uatlon
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‘of bloodless revolution.

Russla, China |

and Afghdmstan Although the Indians, s
fifteen major languages, all of:them come fr m
the Sanskrlt or Hmdustam ThlS——-Hlnd!.l

and is understood by nearly everyOne

How Gandhi Dramattzes Revelt "

szdhl realizing that the people must thm;
of themselves as homogeneous, made one o
his characteristically dramatic gestures. ' He
adopted for his own daughtel one of the: 8@
called *“Untouchables.” I found consrdera'
difficulty in understanding just what was mea!
by an “Untouchable.” (This caste system wa%
introduced by the Brahmans in-the south of
India. The Sihks have no more patience with
it than you or I.) To make clear to you just
what Gandhi did, I must. ask you to picture to
yourself a southern family thoroughly steeped
in all the traditions of its section. Now . con-
gider that they adopt- a .quite dark mulatto
child as their very own. The little girl, whoin
Mrs. Gandhi is raising se tenderly,” is about
ten years old. There is considerable Ne
blood in her, as her kinky hair shows.. Ra
prejudice does not differ much in dlﬁetmﬁ
countries—nor fortunately does the attlta&
of civilized people toward it.

All Gandhi’s gestures are purposely dramatie.
No one knows ‘better how to catch the atten-
tion not only of his 'countrymen but of all the
world. As a trained orator sweeps in brilliant
phrases to the logical climax of his thought,
even s0 Mahatma Gahdhi sweeps to his 'in-a
crescendo of well-timed actions. In this recent
salt protest, for instance, he started with one
hundred and twenty of his closest -disciples
from his native town in a four hundred-mile
march to the sea.

From village to village . thousands fonowed
the little inoffensive-looking man. Often as
many as a hundred-thousand clustered arou_n!
him. To each and all he explained why . they

‘'should refuse to recognize the Enghsh monop-

oly on salt.

© - “If they arrest you, mako no 1es1stance,” h(

constantly instructed those in the listening
crowds. “If they conh«:ate your property, lei
them take it.”

By the time he filled his bowl with sea water
and proceeded to boil it, the whole ba»kgwund;
of attitude was ripe. - One day and that n&t’
tar distant, Gandhi may ask, the iauner‘ .
refuse to pay the taxes on their lands.’  Only
last year when the British raised the tuxes
one of the provinces, the tauneu uwed by
Gandhi, refused to pay this increase; and the
result was that the British were iorued to de-
crease them to- the original amount. ‘Trusting
him as they do; eventually the Indians will
refuse to pay land taxes altogether. The re-
sult will be a revolution. For eighty percent
of the Indians are agriculturists.

The Modern Temper and Hope

If Khalsa (who is also ex-president of the
Hindustan National Party of America) is to
be taken as a typical Indian, they have mot
only great charm and courtesy of manner but
also a delicious sense of humor. It bubbled
out constantly. We spoke of Buddha and
Khalsa reminded us that this man had preached
“There is no God” only to be himself deified.
(Three hundred years before Christ was born
the . Buddhisls were sending out missienaries
to convert the infidels!)

I asked Khalsa about Madame Naidu, for
whom I have long had a genuine admiration.
He explained that although herself a high caste
Brahman she had married a brilliant Oxford
student, now a well-known physician in India
who was one of the so-called “Untouchables.”
By him she has had four chkildren all of whom
are still living, two boys and two girls. Her
election -as president of the Indian Nationzl
Congress would be comparable to being elected
speaker to our own House of Representatives.
At twelve she was ready for an English uni-
versity but had to wait until she was fifteen
before she could enter. She was at one time
mayor of Bombay, the second largest city in
India.

The Nationalists, young and old, are liberal
in their attitude toward everythmg. toward
woman, toward science and creligion, towar
art and letters. Speaking of - Tagore, Ghand:
said: “Not all men can be statesmen. He
too has his place.” He has indeed. When one
thinks of him, majestic, nearly seven feet tall,
venerable, one of the greatest living poets (one
can find few men in England who can bear
comparison with him in this) one realizes"
afresh the just indignation that seethes in the
hearts of the Indians at the unwarranted as-
sumption of superiority with which the British
dare to treat them. One does not wonder that
their battle cry is now, “Let us be free or
slaves.” v _ ’

AU present the National Indian Army has no
guns, but they are being trained by Gandhi
in cooperation with each other and quiet re-
sistance toward their oppressors. When one
reflects that in-the British' Indian regular army
there are two hundred and forty-seven thou-
sand Indians as against sevénty thousand Brit-
ishers one does not doubt that should the day
ever come when guns shall be put in the hands

‘of ‘the Nationalists they will be invincible.

Gandhi may or may not succeed in his hope

"But’ those who know

best the conditions in India firmly believe that

some time during the present decade she ‘will

achieve the free position ty which she iz e«
itled in the modern world,
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Chats Among the Editor and Hls Readers -

E Haldeman-} uhus

15 STORY' OF

shall ‘tell my readers about a
s that will not get .any dramatic
dlines "in the newspapers, yet

progress of international culture.
, rather, I shall bring to the at-
tjon “of my readers the story of
ter Ochremenko, which is suffi-

eeman, one addressed to United
,tes Senator Borah and the other
In a quiet, self-effacing

i st substantially the aims of cul-
ture, of higher educatlon, and of
that liberalism which' is the admira-
ble flowering of = true culture. He
‘Has been the generous and tolerant
jpatron of Will Durant and others
who have contributed to the intel-
leetual sum of American life or who
have served as stinmlators or in-
terpreters of culture. It is clear,
for example, that Peter Ochremenko
is doing a valuable work of enlight-

enment, which transcends the petty|

limitations of natiomalism, and which
should be facilitated with broad dis-
regard of party er mational issues.

: ’I am puzzled as to why Ochre-
nienleo should be obstructed for 2
piditate in his wish to remew per-
gonally his cultural conmections in
the United States. There does seem
ta be an obstacle; amd I am sure
that readers of The American Free-
man will be glad to assist in re-
moving that obstacle; I ask them
to communicate with Senator Borah,
urging that he use all possible in-
fluence in behalf of Peter Ochre-
menko.

Ochremenko translated Dust into
Russian and he is now translating
Violence. He is plainly a most use-
ful worker in the field of interna-
tional education. Mr. Freeman’s let-
ters indicate the character and ex-
tent of Ochremenko’s 'labors.

- ‘The following is the letber which
Mr. Freeman has writen to me:

Dear Mr. Haldeman-Julius:

I appeal to you as I have al-
ready done to Sherwood Ander-
sort -and Hendrik Van Loen te write
at once to Senator Borah in Wash-
idngton and back up my appeal
him -to ask the Soviét govern-
snt to . release Petér Ochremenko
& few months’ study of Eng-
ish in the United States.
een years since he returned
‘te Russia and he feels his' English
s getting rusty. You will recall
hat Ochremenko translated your
mots novel, Dust, in which Mrs.
}Ialdeman-fuhus collaborated with

ma’rz to whbm Wﬂl

Ay, in whu:h he tells of two
invitations received while
s world tour. The letter was
léd in Rangoon. Just as he

ndia, Mahkatma Gandhi asked
visit him at his' home, but
‘sailing of the Francomia pre-
ed his accepting. In Ceylon he
z letter Trom

illiam has certainly- arrwed

PETER OCHREMENKO '

at has an important bearimg upon

ntly told in two letters from Alden| -

Freeman has - suppor ted

s|of this case.

.teresting particulars

t% House on January 29, sol

tures which have scandalized all|-

the ladies on board but were vastly
. enjoyed by Ross Skinner,. Thomas
Cook’s agent on board, who has
given him a cabin de luxe on B
deck with bath for his exclusive
use as a writing shop for that
“Story of Ciyilization” in five vol-
umes which is to keep him busy
for the next ten years. He says
he was thus able to spread out
the two hundred books he is tak-
-ing around the world. Some
worker, isn’t he?

While I have this opportunity
permit me to express my personal
appreciation = of the quiet, unob-
muswe work which you are carry-
ing on for so many years in leav-
ening the heavy loaf of our mate-
rial ~ (and so-called) prosperity.
Your work is so vast in volume
and so insidious that it must
eventually loosen up the smug
self-sufficiency of so-called Ameri-
can success. I feel the best in-
vestment I ever made was in help-
ing Will Durant with his educa-
tion. I have never interfered with
his thinkiag, although I am vastly
‘more radical than Will and more
neculy allied to your own rational-
ism. I want . free thought for
myself but still more I.desire free
cxpression for those who differ
with me. . I feel that we are al-
ready in the midst of social revo-
lution in this country. The revolt
is already on in ‘our overcrowded
prisons and just one successful
jail-breaking on a large scale
would set the United States ablaze.
It is horrible to contemplate and
no one seems to Tealize that we
are living over a voleano. Within
these prisons is confined a vast
Bolshevik army. And outside a
vast army of gunmen, bootleggers
and revenue officers take a daily
toll of life equaling the toll of war.

But to return to Peter: Bovah

promised me that he would and
could get Ochremenko out. That
was in December and mothing has
been done. I thought I would jog
his memory. Borah appears to
be the only American in official
life who has influence with the
Soviet government.
Naturally, I complied at once with
Mr. Freeman’s request and suggested
strongly to Senator Borah that Peter
:Ochremenko should be helped in his
plan to visit America. For the sake
of getting quick action, I pass Mr.
Freeman’s appeal on to my readers.
They should also write to Senator
Borah, reminding him of the merits
Just state the case
briefly and I trust that the result
will be a wictory for. intelligence—
for the international freedom and
facility of culture.” Further and in-
about Peter
Ochremenko are given in Mr, Free-
man’s:-letter:to” Senator Borah, which,
follows:

Mv Dear Senator Borah

May I recall to your mlnd thah ;

I made an appeal for your .aid
in securing a six months’ leave of
- absence from the Soviet' governs
ment of  Russia for the. Russian
translator of .American books? I
left with you two or more letters
on the subject, one: from Captam
" Butler of our merchant marine,
one from Peter Ochremenko him-
self and, I think,. a copy of one
of my own letters. These ‘covered
the whole case and its merits, but
I will recall a few facts to your
mind.
As a boy Ochremenko came here

s8YS he has dehvered four lece}

from Russia bearing a letter from

i E Senator, Borah and, as Mr. Freeman| ;0,4 and  dem anded. $100 .addi-|
A says, “jog his memory” about Peter|iiona) cxpenses which the parents
.} ntlc rlst Ochremenko. are now ‘trymg to raise.
L This very great man has been ah.,
SOME OPPORTUNITIES MUST BE educator for forty-seven years, ac-
\ PASSED BY cording to Who's Who, and rofes-
l## Eﬁﬁm 0‘ F ﬂédﬂtﬁ N‘etzsc’u s M”terly A““k on As an editor, I have to reject a|sor mgthe _Teacheyfs Collegz gf Co-
C]gus}mmty good many opportunities. Occa-|lumbia’ University . for more than

lsnm.
snmmmg

‘mm that it

and
- Its size s 5% by

i the most ﬁghtmg hook ever wrltten by a 'rreat

tmpw. He took the most ‘earnest pains ‘to make
0 make it carry its message with" mighty |

,s great effort.
In The Antichrist the reader will find

Nletzsche discusses the history of Christianity—
al Werkmg,a of the Christian mind—the antagonism of Chris-
tp the “noble vihugs” - for ‘which Nietzsche fought with a mind and
at have never been excelled for their strong, cutting clarity, slash-
rough the shsms of Chrxstxemty with a sw1ft sureness that is a

H1; specmlly mtereatmg portnon of the book
Jésus, with ' the atmosphere in which darly Christianity came inte
c} w:th the dxﬁierguoes between the gospel of Jesus and the dogmas

tetpieoeg( But, cumously, this masterplece has never begn given

ted on ﬁne book paper, bound in beauf.!ful

ke Hddeman—hllu Pnblcmtmns, Gcrard Kausas :

“I have letters ‘that wm burn even

He:wrote a maste’rplece of

of what Chrlstlamty has meant to

deals with the psychol-

50 rxchly de:erves At last, we oﬁer

with 30,000~ words of text is priced
8. 8

SRV

P T S N NI

\

B L P N T R TR T Y

seravsaeonne 4

|- once gave him work:
s dorys
.%o learn, speak and write English

- and gave him schoeling in the high

sk ~has translated ~their books

Peter Ochremenko wishes to visit in
the United States—and why should
he be denied that right, even if his
object were mereély “idle and - per-
sonal?
that he is a prisonér in Russia.
that his status?
matter of that ‘“red tape” which is
the curse of all governments.
clear enough that Ochremenko’s de-
sire is very rightful and that, more-
over, his literary, cultural purpose
in visiting: America would yield
valuable results.

sionally 1 receive a manuseript which
is a masterpiece in the eyes of its
author—and maybe I should agree,
Lif 1 could read the ménuseript, if
it were ‘Written intelligibly.
I havé offéers of lterary bargams
Would-be authors try to éxcite my
‘| cariosity.
with suggestions of great ‘stuff’ just
waiting for them to flourish the penj
and down go smacking truths, ad-
ventures, revelations upon paper.
recent specimen letter is the follow-
ing from a Texas woman:

story would be @as easy for thls
|woman " as writing -a letter.

| tetich fittle trouble as it would be):
_ | of composing: her “rea! hfo” staries,

| plished mueh
|tainly mob. T

| rum saﬂaoyem

~swho - ¢ ‘aﬁm o exhibits
n: ahore-|isan gt?é'taﬁﬁn T ﬁ‘k
31!33& the boy by Prof. - Henry ~ ‘Elson, New|
York Umversity,.wh ch ‘appeared in
this department : in:;Phe -American’
Freeman. dated April - 12, Prof
Elson naively deglapeds. .¢- s».

: Tolrstoy to ‘I‘j;oma‘ ﬁch.

I persenally

1)

. school in West Orange, N. J. Cap-
tain Butler is a tree expert as
well ‘as a sea captain and Peter
won ‘his friendship .while hélping
him to doetor and trim _trees.
Ochrémenko returned to Russia
and finished his education there,
also with my aid.

While T was tlavehng thlough
Russia in 1912 on my second visit
there, in company .with Will Du-
rant (today mell known as the
author of The Story of Philose-

. phy), Peter was our guide a
over the country and we found
him thoroughly versed in the his-
tory, art and hterature of his
country. We lived in the honie
of his peasant paténts-and became
acquainted, through Peter as in-
terpreter, with all sorts and con-
ditions of men in Russia: Volga
boatmen and boatmen on the Dnei-
per, soldier and sailor friends and
relatives of Peters workers inj
factories and mines; and the dis-
content of the masses, especially]

- of those who “had traveled or
moved about in the army or navy,
was very marked. We had many|
bitter remarks and threats trans-
lated to us, so that I for one was
‘not surprised when the revolution
came about.

On this trip in 1912 I intro-

,Blble were. proved to-be & tissue;
of myth, fable and falsehood, the
- peoplé would be religious anyhow
They ean’t help 'it. 1 am" a ood
-example ‘myself, “F hdve réad all
manfier of anti-religious literature
and yet my belief in God is .al-
most; as deep as my belief in:my
own existence. _It. is part of my
" ‘mental makeup and have no
choice in the mafter.‘

Now “let “me offer “the second ex-
hibit. " It is a brléf guotation from
meood Reade’ s 'The Martyrdom
of Man, from "t sectwn dealing
with' the prmutlve and savage atti-
tude toward réhg“lon Please read
and compare )

It is difficult £or" those who' have|
ot “lived amon%: ava,ges to per-
fectly realize' their faith. W&en
told :that his gods: do mot - exist,|
the savage merely: Jaughs in mild{
wonder . at such an extraordinary
observation being made. It seems
quite natural to him that his gods
‘should ‘be ‘as ‘his' parents- and|
grandparents haveé' described: - hel
believes .as he . breathes, without

duced Ochremenko to our Ameri-| an- effort; he feels that what- he|
can Consul-General in Warsaw,| has been taught is true. -

Mr._ Snodgrass, and later Peter Winwood Reade dled many yeavs‘
procured a position with the|ago and so he didn’t have the benefit

Chesebrough Oil Company through
the good offices of Mr. Snodgrass.
Ochremenko taught Russian to the
manager of the Chesebrough Com-
pany and got along well until the}
Germans in the office drove him
out on account of his sympathy
with the United States. Then
Peter got a good job in the coal
and iron mines run by the gov-
ernment.

of Prof. Elson’s.acquaintance. Had
he known Prof. Elsen, Reade would
not. have wrlttenx LM s dxﬁiqult
sayages tp perfectly reahze their
faith.” Prof. Elson- can.- realize it,
He has .exactly the  .same. kind « of
faith that the . prnmtxve man had
and that many savage tribes living

At the beginning of the revolu- today have.
tion Peter was elected to the —_—_—
presidency of his district on ac- A Stm-y of a ‘Blg Man

count of his superior education,
but he has never been active polit-
ically nor in conflict with the gov-
ernment at any time. He is sim-
ply a scholar and student inter-
ested solely in his work as a
translator and thinks he has a
literary message from the United
States to the Russian people. For
years he has supported himself,
his wife and child by his trans-
lations of American books. His
translation of Van Loon’s History
of Mankind he dedicated to me,
just ‘as Will Durant and other
writers whom I have helped with
their educations seem to make a
habit of doing, sometimes to my
embarrassment, as in the case of
Kate Dickinson Sweetser,  whose
Famous Girls of the White House
is just wout and dedicated to me
as “a maker of history through
those whom he has helped to
achieve greatness,”

Ochremenko has been so long
away from English speech that he
wishes to have six months to study
and improve his English in- Amer-
jea and to accept the hospitality
offered to him by the many au-
thors who have invited him to
visit .them at their homes smce }:e
into

BY UPTON" SINCLAIR-
Not so many years ago I wrotée a
book called The Goose-Step, in which
I had much to say: about the influ-

source of reactionary propaganda in
American education. I charged that
Columbia was turning out = apd
standardizing - throughout America a
type of ‘hard-boiled materialist, seek-
ing money in the educational world,
and - glorifying money everywhere,
Some ‘thought - that T exaggerated,
and 's6 I am “moved to submit to
readers of The. Amencan Freeman
a little story. “of  the educational
world  of my home’ eity. I can
vouch for the fact as ‘they hap-
pened to an mtlmate friend, and I
tell the story by permlsswn .

In Pasadena, as.: everywhere else
throughount America, there is. going
on a struggle  between: the educa-
tional machine., and,.a -few liberal
parents and teaehers,v i
to- respect the mdxvxduahty of their
children and pupils.. The educators!

and congyesses, ajd;:.the machine
wants. to. get .
the maching.type safi;man, while. the.
liberals want, to,  get -some ' new
thinker. ~In this case the- liberals
wanted John Diewey, and when,, this|,
horrible” news spread, the city boatd
put up . 3300, to help pay .the cast
of a repl “big” man, “the biggest
in the. countty . they said... The
teachers contrlbuted $100 “agditional,
and a group . 6f parents. contributed
$300 add1t10nal to- pay .the expenses
from New York . of this

‘the Russian language
“The case seems very simple to me.

It is not pleasant to -think
Is
Probably it is a

1t is

He was suppo:,ed to give only onel,

Please write 10]o)04t Jecture, but he.came five, days |-

thirty  years. Accordmg to, my.
friends who heard him, he had noth-
‘ing original or lmportant. to say.
He eniphasized the idea. that spoiled
children shoiild be’ s anked, and the
parents could see.no pessen to bring

Again,

They try “to tempt me: miles at an expeqsg

j,q;“ss@ 10, tel!

them t’x’mt :
ord” “was’ conyexed to the “‘bxg
man” that some of the ladxes _Who
‘were ‘payifig ‘part of 'his, expenses
i would hke to do h1m the” honor of |
calling” Wpon - him at his hoter He.
noted down the telepnone - numbar
®f my friend and’ ‘informant, and
called her and informéd her that
his charge for the visit would be}|
$100 My friend exgla,med in some
dxsmay,\that there were_only three
of the ladies who had - -proposed, to
hemor him, anq 1 B ot . i
tended it as a buSinéss appomtment
‘Wheréupén' be mformed her brusque.
1y that he had’ no ;nue "for them
and bung ap. Y
[ " Dé you want tﬁ\!ﬁte cfzéh'of youx
ch:idt‘en taught‘ y suc‘h L 2 co!leg'e"

A

Dear Sir: '

do you Buye Stories I write
wonderful Stories the life ¢f real
people. And 1. sell them cheap
What ever yon pay me I take so
if you would like to have me’sent:
you bne of my Stories Then let]
me kwow #nd Il sent yom ane.
. hoping to hegr From you at once
I havep’t a doubt ﬂmat writing. .2,

I am
convmced however, that hier ~ gal-]
loping produenons could rot be illi
trated by the maxim that easy writ-
ing makes, 8asy readmg 1 trust. the
womar hasn't gene to . the trouble

How can\anyone £8i1° t6" see the
contradiction * between' religlon “#nd
progress? It ig the"‘theerg of ‘re-
Tigion - that the® wgﬂd' is’ the hand1-

have 1 accom-
Ahnost cer-|

T - eX~]

Contrasts or . res
‘often - illuminating,

Take; fn
: ampie, a ptimmve‘ e }acmi %3 m¢d~

Fhe: xhibit
5 ’1etbér Wéiftén .

I have not.asdosbt that :if thel -

ence of Columbia University as*al.

are all the, t}mbhgvmg COH.}VBRQD'HS»F
,speakers at themi,

“hlgge~t ,
man.in the countxy,” plus his.. wife.{:

& man and his’ w:fe ihvee thousand |

giRand and |
3 sents,

~ {sam
e

~ Police CIubs
An Exchange of Letters Between

a Worried American and
. Upton_Sinclair ..

[Ons very zmportanl:. t;uth is
brought out as a clear and tz‘mely—-—
always, e timely—ieminder din the
following exchange of letters: the
truth, namely, that policemen’s clubs
are the. most ignorant and danger-
ous weapons for- dealing ‘with any
social question. In the long rum,
Mleas that have o suﬁwwnt basis
in reality and movements that spring
from strong, urgent ferces in. our
social life will find expression. This
expression may be painful; but re-
pression invites disaster. The prin-
ciple of free speech is as enlight-
ened, as wise, as thoroughly prac-
tical as it is liberal. We have -con-
trasted’ below the kind of  panicky
-emotion that reinforces intolerance
and that wise attitude which in-
sists upon facing reality and con-
quering it with truth.)]

- The Viewpeint of Fear and Repression

Upton Sinclair,
Pasadena, Calif.
‘Dear Mr. Sinclair:

I shall be much obliged if you will
answer -a question relative to your
conception as .to what should be the
attitude of the conservatives towards
the Communists. But before stat-
|'ihg this question I submit the fol-
lowing as being, in effect, what the
‘Communists say .to. their. opponents:

© ‘We know that after twelve
. years . of Communism and -more
than five years after the :disap-
pearance of all serious resistance
to their rule, the economic posi-|
tion of the emancipated Russian
workers is worse than that of
the American workers whom we
call wage slaves. Nevertheless,
we insist that these American
workers would be better off under
Communism, that they are incom-
petent to decide this for them-
selves, and that our judgment as
to this is infallible. We therefore
claim the right to establish by
force a dictatorship of our party
and afterwards to confiscate the
property of our opponents.

The powerful rich are relatively
exceedingly few in number. There-
fore, if .a serious class war should
occur started by the Communists,
those who would suffer most would
be our hard working minor execu-
tives, professional men, farmers,
small business men, clerks, and our
humerous - more presperous. . 'wage
earners who have accumulated some
property. Many of these would :be
killed and wounded,and if .defeated
the survivors would be deprived - of
most of their property and might

]even be condemned to. a, panah life,

as have been many i'ox:mer members
of .the middle class in: Russw.

Knpwmg- th:s*,_ _why do. you geny
the " right self-¢ fense to the in-
tended vxctlms of the Commumsts
and insist that 1t would be an out-
rage for these 'victims to make any
effective effort to -escape the deplor-
ablé" faté planned ‘for them? Why
should these  proposed victims pas-
sxvely permit ‘their Communist. ene-
mies. to cdarry on propaganda, per-
[ fect their organization, . accumulate,
arms, -and make other preparations'
for achieving their aims not by the‘
ballot, but by force?
Yours truly,

, BeNJ. P. Hortox.
l‘he Viewpoint of Realism and Free
Speech

‘Benj. P. Horton,

Qak Park, Il
Dear Mr. Horton:

I have your interesting letter. It
goes to the heart of the problem of
eivil liberties. . Many other persons

‘are asking these questions, therefore

1 will answer your letter at length,
‘and publish it in The. American
“Freeman.

Your . statement as tc what the
‘Communists say to their opponents
is hardly exact. The first sentence
may be literally- true, but ‘it gwes
2 very wrong impression.  ~If you
say-that A.is a mﬂe ahead of B in{

a: ‘race, ope assumes it to mean that

A is a better runner than B.  But
what about the question of how the
two runners started? If we know
tthat: A started two miles ahead of
B, we get a quite dlﬁ’erent idea of
the race.

The statistical facts are these:
1ndustry in ‘the United States is in-
creasing at the rate 6f three percent
a year, while industry in Russia is
increasing twenty-three percent a
year.. It will take about. fen years

 fonger for Russian industry to:over- |

‘come the enormouns handicap -with
which- it started. But.:I doubt very
‘fmuch whether world cap:tahsm will| ©
1 allow:~ Russia another ten years of
peace; :in. which to surpass all the
‘other matjons,
‘ing- ten gyears from now, wr:te to
me: agam' ;

Your generg} 1dsa is cotrect. »hat
the Communists propose to overs
throw the United Sthtes goverament,

Jand to eastablish .a dlet&tquhm of

however, | 1§
1o add the essential corollary:’ that. &
thep rppse of the dictatorship is]

{the proletariat. ~You fail,

Yty bﬂhg mto ‘being a cla
| eiety, n . w fiel mtfustry

a
<

0 the- industrisl - Geld, the
thi

tablish “in the
action -of) the

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

‘1f you and'T are’ livs]

ssless so- B
s ,collec-'»

Tilis idml repre-j

a5 our’ fqrefathers saught g O

‘by. Adams, Haneock, and others of
our violently revolutignary forefa-
thers. . It is an historical fact that
the American revolution was put
through by an active ‘minority: of
the colonists.

It is also a fact that the system
unde¥ which we live at present pur-
ports to be a democracy, but it is
really the world’s most arrogant plu-
tecracy, - maintained by fraud and
force, and far worse than anything
suffered . by the colonists under the
rule of XKing George. You, as a
‘“conservative,” may not accept this
statement, but that does not keep it
from being true. The conditions are
operative, in spite of any one’s igno-
rance about -them, "and they will
force some kind of industrial revolu-
tion in our country.

As a Socialist, I am hoping that
this change can be brought about
by peaceful means; therefore I am
not endorsing the program of the
Communists. But I live in the world
in which Communists are active and
determined, so’ I have to meet the
issue which you raise. Shall we allow
the Communists to go on agitating
and organizing, or shall we support
the plutocracy in using the police
power to prevent Communist prop-
aganda?

I judge from the way you phrase
the question that you are not aware
that the police power is now actu-
ally being used in this. way. You
discuss it as something that “could”
be done, or “should” be done, or
“might” be done. Can it be that
you. have mno “red squad” and no
“Criminal Syndicalism laws’in your
vieinity?- I advise you to get a copy
of ' The Labor Defender, 80 E. 11th
St., New York, and inspect the
numerous photographs of policemen
slugging and arresting Communists
all over the United States.

You subtly phrase your proposi-
tion to indicate that these sluggers
are defending ‘our hard-working
minor executives, professional men,
farmers, small business men, clerks,
and our. numerous more prosperous
wage- earners who have accumulated
some property.” This sounds better
than if you were to mention that
our political parties are \subsidized
and run, our officials' chosen, our
taxes levied, and our policemen hired
and directed by the American plu-
tocracy, which consists, not. of small
business men, farmers and -clerks,
but of big industrialists and bankers.
These gentlemen meet in hotel rooms
with political bosses, and send their
lobbyists and secret agents to Wash-
ington to direct ‘their government
and order the violent suppression of
all forms of working-class agitation.
I have lived fifty-one years in
capitalist America, and during
thirty-five of those years I have been
watching  our political affairs. In
that period I have never seen-an
election carried except by the party
which had the most money; and on
évery occasion the .party which had
the most money got: it by nominating
the .candidates - and . adopting - the

bankers. Any. one who does not
know this about American politics
and government, knows nothing.

endorse the plutocracy in the vio-
lent putting down of Communists,
!what would be the result? In any
crisis the plutocracy would take the
machinery of repression which they
had practiced upon the Communists,

policies of the big mdustrxahsts and|

Suppose that -the Socialists should ”

saw. that during the world war, and
I, for one, learned my lesson. You;
as a' “conservative,” should: aceept
-‘Washington as an sauthority, so 1
quote to you: “Governmeént is not
reason, it is mnot eloquence—lt is
force! - Like fire it" is* a® dangérous.
servant and a ‘fearful master; never.
for a moment should it be left to
irresponsible action.” A “conserva~
tive” may refuse to accept Thomas
Jefferson as an authority, but I “will
cite him-also: “The tree of ‘liherty
must be refreshed from time to-time
with the blood of patriots ‘and ty-
rants. It is.its natural manure.” h
Of course capitalist governmient
will go on clubbing and jailing Com-~
munists, and will not stop for the
protests . of Socialists, or fer our
little group of idealists of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union. All that
we can do, in the course of this
long-drawn-out civil war, is to hold
aloft the. banner of our prmc1ples,
those of freedom of opinion and
discussion. Neither conservatives: nor
Communists accept that doctrine, so
it stands small chance of being tried.
I can only repeat to you the old
formula that truth has mnothing to
fear from error, provided that rea<
son is left free to combat it. The
only safe way to solve social probe
lems is to leave men free to express
and to propagate their ideas, to
teach, to educate, and organize for
the carrying out of their ideas—and
to take police action only against
overt acts of a criminal nature.
I am'aware that it is sometimes
hard to draw the line;’ but it can
be done—and at least the:-effort
should be made. Our autherities. at
present-have no desire to draw “that
line, but are drawing. another and
entirely different ene—to prevent the
wage slaves of the American plu-
tocracy from taking any effective
steps to voice their protests and
waken their fellows to action. . In
many of the great industrial dls-
tricts of America, such as the coal
towns of Pennsylvania, West Vir-
ginia, and the Rockies, it is not only
impossible for the workers to hold
any sort of public meeting, they
dare not even assemble in their own
homes.  And yet you think it meces-.
sary to defend the right of the con-
servatives to defend themselves'
Sineerely,
UPrroN SINCLAIR.

Folly and servility have always
been considered, theologically, as
passports to a heaven. Wisdom and
independence have always been con-
sidered as passports to a hell. That
is how theology has distorted values
and, amazingly, mén have submitted
with special veneration to thxs vi-
cious hoax.

‘Those who talk»thef most loudly
about virtue present it most forcibly
as. a rule for others. Their ambi-
tion is not so much to lead virtuous
Llives as it is tor=compel dthers:to:
lead (according to. @ degmat;e wew :
virtuous lwes :

It is sad but true—-tthe laver of
b'unk is -bored by wisdom. %

~ Editor
E. Haldeman-Julius

Published weekly at 229 E.
Forest Ave., Girard, Kans. Sin-
gle copies bc; by the year $1.
($1.50 Canadian and foreign).
Entered as second-class matter

and turn it upon the Socialists.

We

at the Girard, Kans., postoffice.
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TO THBE GREATER GLORY OF THE DEVIL:
OR, MBNCKBEN AND THEOLOGY, PLUS
‘MENCKEN AND THE JEWS

Treatise on the Gods. By M. L.
Mencken. New York. A. A. Knopf.
$3.

It is not generally known, though
Mencken has not kept it a secret,
that the editor of The Awmerican
Mercury is one of the foremost the-
ologians in the wuation. He is fond
of religions as a bacteriologist is of
egerms; and for a similar reason: the
purpose of understanding the sources
of disease and of eradicating them
from’ the body politic and social.
As iwas to be expected, there is
much humor in Mencken’s new trea-
tise; humor. which can pardon be-
cause it understands, rather than
wit, which is more frankly sadistic
in nature. This is not to say that
Treatise on the Gods leaves mo
wounds. The author, indeed, as we
shall shortly have occasion to see,
has created a loud ruction in the
Jewish press, both English and Yid-
dish. Besides, it is one of the funec-
tions of surgery to leave wounds;
if it cuts clean, the wounds in time
disappear and a slowly vanishing
scar ‘serves as a token of restored
health.

Mencken has gone at his task
with @ sanative commingling of
science and humaneness., It would
have been easy for him to shoot the
whole subject full of gaping holes.
T am of those who believe that the
religious scruples of the old should
be respected in the same way that
the inevitable infirmities are re-
spected; in the young they should
be ridiculed, for youth is the plastic
material out of which we build to-
morrow. To a hardened old atheist
like myself, then, it might appear
that the ungentle Mencken has been
too gentle. In my more scientific
moments, however, I recognize that
the approach of Treatise on the
Gods - is excellent as strategy, and
that its fundamental humor improves
it both as. a document in theology
and as a tractate to be read.

The book consists of five main
divisions: (1) The Nature and
Origin of Religion; (2) Its Evolu-
‘ion; (3) Its Varieties; (4) Its Chris-
tian Form; (5) Tts State Today.
There are mno footnotes, few dates,
an utter absence of ponderosity; and
there- is that straightforward style
which- made -even so specialized a
monograph as The American Lan-

guege- not only--easy to read, but

most. unphilologically entertaining. I
suppose by now that the professional
theologians have bad at Mencken
with- their heavy artillery. It may
-be easy to show that in this detail
or  that-he is in ervor; as to the
spirit that pervades the entire book,
there is, as far as I'm concerned,
little to cavil at. "Religion is a cos-
mic jest; in time it will disappear,
being absorbed into the arts. I do
not agree with Mencken that poetry
will go with religion. The argument
would carry us too far afield, but

essentially it would be something like
this: ‘

Poetry and the other arts may
well be illusions, but they are iflu-
sions that we accept knowingly. Re-
ligion, to those who accept it, is not
seen as illusion but as higher rve-
ality. I shall come back to this at
some later time,

- -

Treatise on the Gods will best

fulfill its function as an yndogmatie,

EXY

common-sensible introduction to thel-

subject. For this purpose it is so
admirably adapted that it is to be
strongly recommended to all agnos-
tics, in whatever state of dubiety.
It will undoubtedly bring to Mene-
ken a new class of readers, and they
will Dbe surprised to  discover how
human he is, after all. In fact, if
you will take the trouble to read
the account of his youth in my
book, The Man Mencken, you will
discover that he was actually bap-
tized. Only yesterday he wrote to
me that he could not recall the
ceremony, but that, according to eye-
witnesses, he “howled like a prohi-
bition agent caught in a bear trap.”

Long before the appearance of this
book Mencken was accused of anti-
Semitism. That is, when he wasn’t
being accused of being a Jew, If
Mencken is an anti-Semite, so am I;
for he detests just those types of
Jew that 1 do, and for similiar
reasons. Mencken is not the man to
trim his opinions to the winds of
popularity. As a spectator at the
farce of life he has had his say
about all the actors, regardless of
their racial or religious origins. It
is mot mnew' that his former intel-
lectual partner, George Jean Nathan,
is a Jew; it is not new that his
publisher, A. A. Knopf, is a Jew;
it is not new that Charles Angoff,
the assistant editor of The Ameri-
can Mercury, is a Jew. It is even
rumored that I, his authorized biog-
rapher, am a Jew.

The cause of the recent oulburst
in the Jewish press is to be found
on pages 345 and 846 of Treatise
on the Gods. Here is the excerpt
upon which the main attack on
Mencken is based:

One might go still further. The
Jews could be put down very plau-
sibly as the most unpleasant race
ever heard of. As commonly en-
countered, they lack many of the
qualities that mark the civilized
man: courage, dignity, incorrupti-
bility, ease, confidence. They have
vanity without pride, voluptuous-

ness without taste, and learning|-

without wisdom. Their fortitude,
such as it is,"is wasted upon puerile
objects, and their charity is mainly
only a form of display.

LB W

I was sorry to read that. Mencken]

is a keen observer of mankind and
has perhaps been peculiarly unfor-
tunate in the Jews that he has met.
But I have met just the.same kind
of Jews—and, without necessarily
accepting their attributes as char-
acteristic of the entire race, my re-
action to them has been the same
as Mencken’s. The worst construc-

tion that could be put upon thesef"

words is that they are expressed
with the same candor and courage
that Mencken has always shown in
treating of the . Babbitts,, the Ku-
Kluxers, the Rotarians, the Y. M. C.
A. secretaries, and other of his fa-
miliar Gentile targets. ) :

The Jewish commentators upon this
passage also seemed to have for-
gotten the text that precedes it and

The Strange Death
| of President Harding

Gaston B. Means was nominally a Department of Justice investi-

gator under the Harding administration.

His secret and far more

important role was that of fixer, spy and go-between for the incredi-
bly corrupt and powerful gang—the Ohio gang, of which Attorney
General Daugherty was the “master mind”—that used the United

States government as a gigantic

detective, Means always kept a record of his activities,

machine of graft. Careful as a

day by day.

It is from this amazing record that he has written this sensational,

dramatie, many-sided story of The
ing.

Strange Death of President Herd-

~ No wonder this book has immediately created an internatiohal

sensation! It rips wide open the

plottings, bribings, graftings—the

greeds, fears, and desperate actions—all the undercover business of

the Harding administration.

It is the story of a great government
almost completely in the hands of master crooks.

No underworld tale

of ordinary crime can match this exposure of the official underworld

in Washington;

Means also throws new light—and what searching light upon

hidden, high-tensioned drama!—upon the love affair between Pregident

Harding and Nan Britton.

scenes in the White House.

He describes the passionate

~Finally, giving the title to the book, Means offers a startling and

compelling  insight into The Strange Death
Why and how did President Harding die?

of President Harding.
Other strange deaths—

deaths of members of the graft ring—are explained significantly in

this book.

The Strange Death of President Harding is a large, illgs,t_r_,a’_tgd-,:

clothbound book.

Only $3.65 Postpaid

Order Your Copy Now!
Haldeman-Julius Publications, Girard, Kansas.
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= The Strange Death of President Harding,
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| some missing lines. Immediately -be-

1and hostility toward intelligence. It

One of his jobs was to trace the Nan| least a feeling of toleration toward

Britton -intrigue for Mrs. Harding.

‘| sefise,
4in many respects in advance of what
jthey were & hundred years ago; but
jfithey have yat a: long way to go. +

H what they

1if Hot belief, aprecing -with their
{ (the preachers’) degmas. -

the ‘text that follows. Leb me supply

fore the offensive excerpt some these
sentiments:

But in ome vespect, at least,
Christianity is vastly superior to
every other religiom in being te-|
day, and, indeed, te all that we
have any record of in the past:
it is ¥ull of & lush and lovely
poetry. The Bible is unguestionably
the most beautiful book in the
world.  Allow everything you
‘please for the barbarie history inm
the Old Testament and the de-
cadent Little Bethel theology in
the Néw, and there remains a
serigs of poems so averwhelmingly
voluptuous and disarming that ne
other literature, cld or mew, can
offer a match for it, Nearly all
of it comes from the Jews, gnd
their making of it constitutes one
of the most astoynding phenomena
in human history. .

- And here is some of what feollows:

Yet these same Jews, from time]
immenmorial, have been the chief
dreamers of the human race, and
beyond all comparison itz great-
est poets. It was Jews who wrote|
the magnificent poems called the
Psalms, the Song of Solomon, and
the Books of Job and Ruth; it was
Jews who set platitudes to death-
less musie in Proverbs: and it was
Jews who gave us the Beatitudes,
the Sermon on the Mount, the in-
comparable ballad of the Christ
Child, and the twelfth chapter of{
Romans. [ incline to believe that
the scene recounted in John wiii,
3-11, is the most poignant drama
ever written in the world, as the
Song of Solomon is unquestionably

the most moving love song, ant
the Twenty-third Psalm the great-
est of hymns. All these transcend-
ent riches Christianity inherits
from a little tribe of sedentary
Bedouins, so obscure and unim-
portant that secular  history
history scarcely knows them. No
heritage of medern man is richer
and none has made a more bril-
liant mark upon human thought,
not even the legacy of the Greeks.
What would you have—everything?

What Mencken himself thinks of
the recent attacks from the Jewish
camp may be gleaned from an an-
swer that he gave to me and to an-
other Jewish journalist. Here fol-
lows a copy of Mencken’s statement:

That T am anti-Semitic in gen-
eral is a mnotion that is made ab-
surd, of course, by my writings
over many years, and by my con-
stant and everyday association
with Jews, both in business and
socially. But that I am anti-Sem-
itic in particular is quite true.
know no more loathsome person
than the sort of Jew who is a
professional defender of his people,
If he is rich he is a blatant and
intolérable ass, and if he is poor
he is slimy and revolting. It
seems to me that the Jews pro-
duce far more than their fair
share of such quacks. The United
States resounds with their bawl-
ing, and they are responsible for

- whatever anti-Semifism exists. No
other -raece can. match them, not
even the Irish. My hope is that
the decent Jews of the country
will one day organize to put them
down, as decent Christians have
tried to put down Xu Kluxry.
Their raucous efforts to anmnoy
and intimidate their betters is dis-
graceful and disgusting. As for
me, I care nothing about their
bellowings and have no desire for
théir approval. Whenever 1 have
anything to say about Jews, I shall
say it, whether it be favorable
or the reverse, and those who do
not like it may depart unanimously
for hell.

All aboard!

Treatise on the Gods is a treat.
intend to come back to it.

One seldom finds a nagging mor-
alistic tone in connection with a clear
view of any subject. We don’t say
that such a combination is impossi-
ble; but it is unlikely and infrequent.
The spirit of moralistic nagging is
bound to confuse thought; and, for
that matter, it will spoil—it will
taint with unreasonableness—an idea
or a group of ideas which are in
'the main reasonable enough. For
at heart the nagging moralist is
an intolerant fellow; and intoler-
ance conflicts with intelligence.

We should have toleration for all
jdeas. 'That includes even the most
foolish ideas, which we should tol-]
erate even while pointing out their
foolishness. ‘What we find in prae-]
tice is that there is a wide tolera-
tion of foolish ideas—oh, a positive
affection for such ideas—and an at-
titude, equally popular, of suspicion

is a pathetic irony to have to say
it—but what society needs is at

wisdom. B

It is flattery to use the .expres-
sion “common senge” as having the
meaning of “good. sense.” The com-
mon. opinions about religion, about
patriotism, about politics, about so-
cial questions, about art and litera-
ture, about intellectual or philosoph-
ical questions do net represent good
Thése common opinions are

Praachers have poor confidence in]
afirm are “God’s laws,”

‘thege ' so-calléd “laws of God” be
supported by Hhuman laws, They
‘want to. legislate men . into conduet,

It is a significant custom among
preachers to use the word “pagan”
a8 a condéemnatory term for both
pléasure and cultyre: the two things
which are the :glory of human prog-

.té_fsg,

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

Lits  face,

Have It My OwnWay
AR LANGUAGE OF PRAYER °

It has alirays besn the popular
idea that faith and humility and
the devout gemtiments of the heart
are the Teal language of prayer.
This is still the orthodox idea. On
! the idea is reasonable
enough (waiving for the mence the
question of the reasonableness of
prayer itself) and it might be ac-
cepted. as absolutely true and a set-
tled point in theoclogy if there were a
primary certainty about God’s tem-
perament and wishes. Let me put it
this way: the spirit of prayer is
what eught to count with God, if

God is a big-hearted, broad-minded
 fellow, But this is just one of the

things we don't know.

There is nothing improbable
(waiving the improbagbility of the
idea of God) in the notion that God
is a stylist in his attitude toward
prayer., He may have a subtle, a
versatile, an exacting literary taste.

' He may, for that matter, have other

standards of selectiveness which are

not grounded in pure, superior jus-

tice. The prayers of handsome vota-
ries may have a better chance with
bim than the supplications’ of the
most devoted ugly persons. Pawer-
ful persons may be listened to a
good deal more obligingly than the
humble. Wealth may lend much
prestige to " prayer—doesn’t a king,

dland why not the heavenly king; note

more favorably - his rich and there-
fore - (as- these things go) his- re-
spectable courtiers?

One pojnt at'a time—let us as-
sume, then, that God's slant on
prayer is critical in a literary way.
A Los Angeles preacher, Dr. Carl
8. Patton, seems to hold this opin-
jon about God. Addressing recently
a meeting of preachers, Dr. Patton
declared:

If some of you preachers would
‘have your stenographers take down
a few of your extemporaneous
prayers, and then take a good
look at those invocations in ecold
type, you probably would be
ashamed of your poor English and
seek to learn how 'to address the
Lord in a more dignified manner.

. . Men need to be taught how
to pray. 1  knew one young
preacher who repeated the word

“bless” three times in one sentence

in his prayer:

This man has the spirit of the
typical God student, the genuine the-

ologian, the classic and traditional

religionist. There is no clear au-
thority in the Bible nor in the doc-
trines of any church for the idea
that God is simple.” just. noble, and
easily pleased with sincere, devout
intentions. The weight of such evi-
dence as theologians and all special-
ists in the study of God have sub-

mitted to us is that God is jealous,

fussy, temperamental, and -exacting.
It
should be sensitive' and even hyper-
critical about the language of prayer..
It may well be that he has attained
to this much refinement since the
days of his crude and gaudy bar-
barism as recorded in the Old Tes-
tament. .

Dr. Patton barely touches the
question: He lack imagination. His
own literary tastes, I suspect, are
rather dull and constricted. He
suggests only a “dignified manner”
in “prayer and' the avoidance of
awkwardly close word repetitions.
He suggests a subject with which
he is incapable of dealing. For if
we grant that God is touchy about
language, we should realize at once
that the problem of devotional and
supplicatory style is far from being
as simple as Dr. Patton evidently
believes. It follows, indeed, in as
logical a fashion as anything fol-
lows about God which begins no-
where and leads nowhere, that God
would not be satisfied with dignity
alone or always. He would crave
vigorous language, a smashing style,
a torrent of titanic words on occa-
sion: and this vigor, I am assuming,
should be expressed in good Eng-

lish: T do mot have in mind the
styleless haranguing of evangelism.]

God would also have a taste for
nice  metaphors, for clever similes,
for turns of phrase that are smart
and fetching. Really dramatic pray-
ers would furnish an agreeable ex-
citement at times; as it is, God
must suffer from the excess of
melodrama that is poured into his
infinite but not invulnerable ears.
He is probably tired of tawdry and
slushy sentimentalism and, as he

{would welcome serious drama in

prayers, doubtless he would relish

‘a bit of genuine' arfistic contrast,

heart interest, psychology, pathos
after bathos—anything that would|
mark a change for the better. Im-
proved language and, in a wider
sense, improved art 1in prayers
would be (én Dr. Patton’s hypothe-
sig) the natural yearning or even
the stern demand..of celestial taste.

(A good. choice of words would not
be enough; there ghould be a skill-},
4ful handling of emotions, viewpoints,

conflicks, character  suggestions, and

idéas of a kind; the faithful sheuld
| They have always demanded that|endeavor to approach within a dim,

s discerning distance of the .art, the
cleverness,
which is found in .
-and realistic tales, .
{- To finish this merely fentative
catalog, God woyld be glad to have
@ little huntor in.prayers—the delib-
eraté humor of art, not the driveling
humor of asiniaity; he would be
pleéssed by satire maw: and  then, by
strekes of sh¥ewd drony, by -dévices
‘of delicate wnd sven irreverent wit;|

the persyasive appeal

skeptical essays

is quite in° character-“that he

he would appréciate ridicule as a
stimulating nevelty; and the argu-
mentative style, done in the grand
and  thought-impréssing  manner,
would Be necessary once in a way to
maintain the reputation of prayer
as a literary form at the Court of
the Most High Critic.

1f God is a literary critic at all
—and Dr. Patton implies, albeit
narrowly as befits the clerical mind,
that he is—then it is reasonable to
assume {inasmuch as we are deal-
ing with -unreasonable assumptions
altogether) that he would have
tastes as varied as suggested in
this modest outline.

Atheist Poetry
SELECTED BY CHARLES SMITH

HOW GOD ANSWERS PRAYER
Matt. 21:22: “And ell things,
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,|

believing, ye shall receive,”—Jesus

Christ. , ‘

“O God, have mercy!” a mother
criad,

As she humbly knelt at the cradle
- side,

“O God, have mercy, and hear my
prayer.

Aund take my babe in Thy tender
care.

The Angel of Death is in the room.

And is calling loud for my babe to
come.

Thou. Thou alone hast power to save!

O God, bave mercy! ’tis all T erave.”

A tir;y gra-ve, ’n.eath a willc;w’s shade,

Teleth the answer the Merciful
made. _

A father and mother knelt them
down

Together, before the Eternal One,

And with trusting hearts implored
that Heaven

Would guard the flower its grace had
given—

Would keep their blossoming daugh-
ter pure,

And guard her aye from the Temp-
ter’s lure,

And from every stain would keep her
free .

As the lilies that bloom in eternity.

A self-slain lost or;e, seduced: be-
trayed,
Was the only answer Heaven made.

A beautiful .maiden knelt to pray

For the life of a loved one far away,

Away in the fields where life and
death -

Hang poised in the scales that tip
with a breath.

“O Father of Mercies, protect the
heart .

Of him I love from the foeman’s
dart; :

When the death-bolts rain on the
charging field, )

‘Be Thou his strength and guide and
shield.” . .

A mapgled corpse and a soldier’s
grave B

Was the answer the Father of Mer-
cies gave. -

breast,
unrest,
rudder gone,
Around the capstan, in wild despair
in prayer

To deliver them from a watery
grave.

A crash and a gulping wave alone
Were the answers of the Omnipo-

tent One.
—Charles Stephenson.

The philosopher who professes to
see a mind in nature is, after all,
only giving his own mind—his own
interpretations of things and their
meaning and purpose—to nature. It
is an illusion which a good thinker,
a good observer, would not be guilty
of; and that sort of philosophy,
which is the oppesite of realism, is
no lenger regarded with respect by
the men who are really studying the
evidences of nature. The sciemtist
observes, not a mind in natyre, but
the behavior of things. He dgpesn’t -
imagine that trees and rocks and
clouds and oceans and centinents
are following what in our human |
language and scale of values we
know as purpose.

A Christian is supposed to be very
broad-minded when he says that a
man . can be “saved” whether he
believes in the foolish doetrimes of
Presbyterianism eor in the slightly
different foolish doetrines of Method-
ism. The “broadness” of syeh an
opinion is net very striking; it is,
after all, only an instance of fellow-
feeling in the love of bunk. A
Méthodist has more of this feeling
for another Methodist; but he fetls
more cordial toward a Preshyterian’
than toward an atheist; indeed, he
abhors’ the atheist—and = so his
“broad-mindedness” ceases before it
fairly begins. ’ :

One reason why religion so easily .
passes for civilized among many wun-,
critical believers is that they. do not
know the history of veligion. Tf
they were fully aware of the origia
of their beliefs, they would find ‘it
a bit harder fo defend tliesn bolisls

But the sverage Christian, for ex.
‘#mple, is not likely io ascertzin the
real origin of his beliefs; he has
been taught a false History, as will
a8 3 false system of beliefs, amd an
open.minded iivvestigation of his -own:

“Science in Search of Reality”
‘Under this heading the Kansas
City Star prints a long editorial
which, boiled down, says that life
is still a good deal of a mystery
and that science hasn’t completed its
work and called it a day. We were
not exactly knocked breathless by
that informatien. Did the editorial
writer of the Ster suddenly wake
up to its realization? He announced
it with the air of one bringing news.
There is a catch in the Star edi-
torigl—or to it -seems to us. Subtly

the idea is implied that science isn’t

so wise as some of us had thought
it was—and as we still think it is,
for we have never held the foolish,

| unscientific attitude toward science

which is stated in the Ster. That

jattitude is given in the following

paragraph:

told that the issue™was cledr and

all had been explained. Seo for the

mechanists and their view.

Real scientists and thinkers never
held such a finality of belief. It is
axiomatic, among intelligent people,
that science is always searching for
more truth and for added views of
reality, “Science in search of real-
ity”—why, of course, science is a
searching rather than a dogmatic
method of intellectual life. And the
mystery that remains in life—science
will continue searching for that, tao.
As we further understand this mys-
tery, it will be due to the rational,
solid efforts of science. Religion will
not explain, Religion will not even
search—for orthodox religion main-
tains that the search was over long
ago ard the best that the “modern-
ists” in religion can do is to assert
that “God” is just over the hill be-

R
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The night was dark on the ocean’s |8
And the waves rolled high in wild [
Where a stately bark was dashing on f‘,
Toward a breaker’s erest, with the B
The crew had gathered, and joined |3

To Him who only had power to save, {3

a8 2 ‘saeeed, peeuliar kind of truth.|

yond the latest searching outpost.

The thing can be summed up in
this way: What we know is science.
The rest is assumption, guesswork
or heautiful theory. :

Nat so many wyears ago it was
widely believed—and the idea still
is current, but increasingly less so
with some well-known scientists—
that the great minds of seience
and research had got down to genu-
ine business and settled the whole
question of the universe, its ori-
gin. development, and present na-
ture. An alluring order, in which
natural law dominated first and
last, was dangled before the eyes
of the amazed onloocker who was

No man should feel shame at the
fact of human evolution from lower
forms of life—unless he has a guilty
feeling that he resembles too closely
his pre-human ancestors.

Smashing Shams
with a Smile
The Debunker Has No Policy Except vthe Truth

Twelve lively debunking shows a month—that is what The Debunken
offers. Every article printed in this magazine must be true and inter-
esting—that’s all and that’s plenty. No subjects are sacred. No fields
are excluded from the range of criticism which writers for The Debunker
are not merely permitted but encouraged to display in these pages,

Here, each mionth, is given a true and fascinating and amusing pice
ture of American life. Things are not covered.up. Veils are not drawn
across this or that phase of life. Truth-telling revelation is the style of
The Debunker. This magazine thrives upon realism. Its only purpose is
to present truthfully and boldly, for readers who are interested in know«
ing the truth, the actual and significant featyres of life in America today,

Hard blows are given in The Debunker. Shsrp thrusts are made,
Blasting exposures are made. And always The Debunker is entertaining,
Always it is smashing shams with a smile. :

Some of the articles and sketches that will appear in The Debunker,
for July ave: Dr. Riley Clowns Again, by C. Samuel Campbell. The
Practical Uses of Pure Science, by Maynard Shipley, The Seer of Car-
thage, by Miriam Allen deFord. The Charming Humanism of Joseph
McCabe, by Marcet Haldeman-Julius. Brotherly Love in Practice, by.
Booth Mooney. Signs™ of the Times, by Sophie E. Redford. Lionel
Strongfort—Strong end Simple, by A. L. Shands. Famous Infent Prodi-
gtes, by J. V. Nash.

Twelve Large Shows :. Year for Only $1.50
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VIOLENCE

A NOVEL BY E. and M. HALDEMAN-JULIUS

Emanuel and Marcet Haldeman-
Julius are famous for their first
novel, “Dust,” a candid story of
married life. E. Haldeman-Julius
is editor and publisher of the Little
Blue Books and other publications
at, Girard, Kansas. “Violence” is
earrying their reputations higheg
than -ever! l :

The scene of this sensationally
accurate novel is laid in teday’s
South, among Southerners, Ne-
groes, and the episodes of violence
which so often take place there,
The book is a truthful picture—
an indictment of what is so often
called “southern psychology.”

8 Aoty s rme————————

A STORY OF IMPETUOUS LIVES
Y7 ILLS one day and preaches the next, and goes on preaching,
K justifying himself, condemning sinners: such is the leading

- character in “Violence.” Young men and maidens love,
not wisely (some of them) but urgently. Passions flame, both
frightfully and beautifully, Fear, individual and social, claims
its price. Riot breaks through the veneer of respectability. Ven-
geance requires and easily, terribly, finds a victim. Through it
all is a startling inconsistency of ideas and emotions. Startling,
that is, when shown in this thoughtful, tightly knit, gripping
novel concentrated as a drama and a problem. Startling, that is;
to the civilized, reflective mind. The significance is obscured to
the immediate actors, however, by their accustomed creed of—
F violence! Such a story and such a geene is brought clearly to view
in “Violenee,” a novel of today’s south, by Mr. and Mrs. Haldes
man-Julius. It is the first full-length, serious study of the vie-
lent side of Seuthern life. Today’s South, as a whole, appeais
-with realistic fidelity in the pages of this compelling story. Yet
violence is not all--though it is the key, the dominating motive,
‘the central foree that drives the tale on the tide of irresistible
action. Read this book! It will amaze you—thrill you—fascinate:
| you—win you! % -

YOU'LL NUMBER [T AMONG YOUR BEST!

is the last thing he would think #f.

LLC

e This §2.60 wovel will Be sent to apy H.-J. reader for ihe gb“ﬂ-r'-‘
W/ i) Drico—ap extra charge for bostage. Handjomely bound in aitfme-:
$2.50 FEmRaEs AR rnEng




-Americans have only a vague idea
of the processes, official and unof-
Heial, which - combine into that
strange, extravagant, idiotic result
Xnown: “as movie censorship. They
do not understand with what bra-
Zenness and what utter lack of rea-
songbleness the movies—and now
the talkies—produced in Hollywood
are cut and trimmed and hedged
by a few sour-faced puritans, male
and female, clothed in an- authority
that is a reductio ad absurdum of
government. This cenSorshjp is: an

‘to the 'American people. A handful
of - cranks and political  hacks are
‘given the power to say what scenes,
what dramatic - situations, what sen-
timeats and ideas, what language ‘in
detail ‘shall “be offered for the en-
tertainment of 120,000,000 Ameri-
cans. = N

Six states have movie censorship
laws, the enforcement of which is
in the hands of men and women
who, by the showing of their own
decisions, have no standards of taste
nor intelligence. The movies -and
talkies are. slashed ridiculously by

the censors -in_ these states. The
effect . of ..censorship 1is felt,  how-
ever,. in all the other states; for

the producers and directors in Hol-
Jywood do a great deal of censoring
dn ‘advance, hoping to make their
pictures: censor-proof. They wish to
turn  out pictures that will be as
little. vbjectionable as may be to the
Foolish : persons sitting in judgment
in the.six. states—Kansas, Maryland,
Virginia, ‘Ohio, Pennsylvania and
New York-——which have definite cen-
sorshiplaws and boards. A subtle
and unintelligent but very real fear
extends - throughout Hollywood. The
threat - of censorship stands in the
way of goed, intelligent production
in the movies; and the scissors of
censorship crudely cut such artistic
pictures ~as are produced.

There appears to be a good deal
of secrecy about the operations of
the movié censors in the six states
named,: . Little has been known about
their -actual cuttings; about their
principles of selection,-if any; about
their  qualifications—which are nil;
about their attitude toward art and
life—and: what an attitude! But
1wo .curious. observers of the movie
ndustry, Morris' Ernst (a lawyer)
‘and Pare Lorentz. ( movie critic),
‘decided that a revelation of the
Shner workings of censorship ‘would
be timely. ‘It would not, they re-
alized, caise a popular revolution:
?ﬁhe'masses are probably well satis-
fied with the .inanity of the movie-
talkies: they are given all the trash
they want, and it is in the main
only . the serious, artistic, realistic
pictures that are slashed by the
‘censors.. - But : intelligent persons,
Ernst and  Lorentz thought, would
wish to:- know something definite
about the stupid manhandling of
this medium which is so powerful
for good or ill, in art or in propa-
ganda, in its reflection of life and
in its direction of  life. ‘

These two men examined the rec-
ords- of censorship—and what a
record it'is! They have set down
in a’ style that is now smiling and
now serious (which inevitably would
bhave to display both kinds of reac-

absurdity and it is also an insult

e Ridiculous Tyranny of
-~ Movie Censorship

tion) the story of censorship in &
book which bears the arresting itly
Censored: The Private Life of tRe
Movies. They exhibit for the laugh-
ter and amazement and disgust &f
intelligent readers the’ follies whiah
characterize the movie censorship ia
each of the six states. We arg
pleased to review their findings, so
that readers of The American Free-
man may broaden (if that word eag
be used by courtesy in this connec-
tion) their education in the way3
of bunk and bigotry and brazey
folly clothed in a great deal of ag-
thority which shows no signs «f
being brief.

In Kansas—What Could You
Expect?

We begin at home. Kansas holds
itself proudly before the nation as
the very pattern of a Christian,
moral, bone-dry, make-your-neigh-
bor-as-yourself state. Politiciang
and reformers cultivate this repu~
tation for Kansas. There are de¢-
cent, intelligent, tasteful men ang
women who would be very much
ashamed of  this Kansas record ¥
it were not that they are above

such narrow, local patriotism and
feel themselves rather as citizens of
the cultured world. You will expect
to learn that these civilized Kan-
sans- are " in -a. minority.. This can
be said of any state—true, but the
moral fever, the passion for reform,
the idiocy of censorship is par-
ticularly strong in this middle west-
ern commonwealth of corn liquor and
the fear of God. The state is—or, at
any rate, its leading and articulate
representatives are—inspired with
special zeal in behalf of morality.
They are watchful to protect inno-

cence, which, as they practically
interpret 1it, is the same as igno-
rance. “Sex” 1is a dreadful term

in Kansas, and so are all the conno-

tations and even the plain, funda-
mental dramas and sentiments of
sex feared as a worse than heathen
plague. Religion 1is respected . in
Kansas: and not only that, but it is
assumed that religion should be pro-
tected . from - disrespectful commen-
tary. Prohibition is an object of
legalistic and theoretical idolatry in
Kansas, although a ‘considerable por-
tion of the state’s corn ecrop finds
its way into liquid - channels. of
ribald and not hidden cheer.

Sex and -iquor are the principal
tabooed themes in' Kansas. - It is
in these elements that the -movie.
talkies are meticulously purified.
Fittingly, the head of the Kansas
censor board is an old maid and
(we whisper it with averted eyes)
a product of Girard, Kans. Yes,
Miss Emma Viets hails from the
church aisles of ‘dear, innocent, old
Girard. Did we say “innocent”?
That was a slip. Girard is not
celebrated for innocence. A Ilong,

exhaustive search would detect very
little innocence in  the town. . We
are speaking of innocence regarding
what are sometimes referred to, with
significant side glances, as the Facts
of Life. But Girard—and Kansas—
and especially Miss Emma Viets is
innocent of many understanding of
art. The town, the state, and the
head censor are all serenely and
pathetically innocent of a civilized
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‘Worth $2.98 to You?

;\'60 lume High School Educational Course,”complete and up-to-date thoroughly reliable

and authentic, for only $2.98, postpaid! Think of it! Read the titles below.

werth this low price to you?

Is such a course

It is excellent for home etudy—for ~eviewing forgotten subjects,

or for informing yourself in new fields. - Seize this opportunitg}‘ More than 250,000 sets of

these books have been sold. Th
f «w States and in many foreign countries.

These have gone to ambitious peop

everywhere in the United
Order your Educational Course today!

f TEACH YOURSELF
;lThil ngh School Educationat
Course is entirely self-teaching—
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determination and application you
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culture. And, as Erust and Lorentz

show, Miss Vieis is innocent. of af

sense - of humor.

One of the pictures which Miss
Viets scissored was Sorrell and Son,
‘With a charming unconsciousness of
her unintelligent pretensions, she
even alleged artistic as Well as moral

reasons - for the work of her men-
tally unguided 'shears. ‘Naturally,
she boosts the notion that her job
is very important. Terrible things
might be spread before- the virgin
eyes of Kansas boys and maidens]
and men and women if Miss Viets
were not virginally vigilant in the
premises. Our two guides ‘to cen-
sorship quote her as follows:

It is incredible how much that
is questionable can be insinuated
into an otherwise innocent and
interesting picture. Needlessly in-
sinuated, for in most places it de-
stroys the continuity of the story
and has nmo bearing on the plot.

Someétimes something intangible
will give a twist to a picture that
brings it closé to the borderline
of rejection. Such things as the
ending of the beautiful picture,
Sorrell and Son, for instance.
advised cutting out the ending
where the son administers the
overdose of poison to his father.

From a humanitarian point of
view it may have been all right.
But it was ethically wrong. Phy-
sicians felt uncomfortable about
it. [She gave no instance of a
physician objecting.] It opened up
new vistas of thought and specu-
lation. The film was lorng anyway
and needed cutting. - It now ends:
where the father sinks down at
the garden gate among his roses,
‘his work of fathering fihished. Tt
is more artistic, deeper in pathos,
less shocking. to many minds.

1t is our job to help the moving
picture fulfill. its avowed purpose

—to amuse the public in a clean

wholesome way. :

Miss Viets speaks of ““cur job.”
She has help (a couple of equally
“moral” and “artistic” females)—
but she doesn’t need it. She is a
perfect scream of censorship all in
her own staid, Kansas-pred, Girard-
limited person. Ponder one of her
objections to Sorrell and Son: “It
opens up new vistas of thought and
speculation.” Even so! Think how
disconcerting anything of that sort
must be to a person of Miss Viets’
sort who has had the sort of back-
ground and training and moral
straining that Miss Viets has had!
New vistas, indeed! Thought and
speculation, indeed! None of that,
thank you, for Miss Viets or for
art-and-thought-innocent ' Girard citi-
zens - or for the. home-bred Kansan
in his native lair. If any further
explanation is required, Miss Viets
offers it in a ‘childlike afterthought:
“The picture was too long anyway
and needed cutting.” How has this
genius gone umnrecognized in a big
way? Writers, “directors, - actors,
artists in lall ifields of endeavor might
learn a great deal from Miss Viets.
She knows pictures, does she! Once
she actually ran a picture show in
Girard. .

Miss Viets and her sharp-eyed col-
leagues—or Miss Viets -all by her
maiden self, as the case may be—
have also spotted and scissored vari-
ous allusions to sex and liquor. They
purified the = picture, Manhattan
Cocktail, by this gentle order: “A
reduction of struggle between lovers,
leaving but one scene on : couch.”
One might think they would want
an even longer struggle, thus prov-
ing that virtue (in Kansas anyway)
is hard to overcome,

With regard to Our Dancing
Daughters, the Kansas censors de-
creed: “Cut out scenes of Ben kiss-
ing Diana, and following scene show-
ing them on ground in reclining po-
sition. Also eliminate close view of
dancers on yacht and title: ‘Why
are ycu working? Haven’t you any
pretty daughters—dell ’em up, a rich
man wants his money’s worth.””
Kissing and reclining on the ground
are, you will note, looked . upon as
immoral by implication if not épso
facto in Kahsas. Isn't it a nice mind-
—the censor mind? The rest of the
cut was dictated by the same ob-
scure, illogical Kansas puritanism.

From Dry Martini the following
cuts were directed: “Eliminate title:!
‘With the coming of the Great Amer-
ican Thirst in 1919, a second expedi:|
tionary force set sail for Paris.’”
“Eliminate title: ‘Joseph, I'm about
to become a father.’®” [The man’s
grown daughter is coming to visit
him.] “Eliminate title: ‘Prepare
the guest room for my daughter as
soon as it is vacant’” [A woman
has been staying in the guest room.}
“Eliminate title:
man is not, I trust, a son who has
escaped my memory.’” “Eliminate]
close view of hairpin.” )

Dwell upon these reflections of the]
Kansas mind, as exhibited by its
leading lady censor. They will gag
you. They will appal you. And
think, think, think of the eclimax;
A hairpin, no less, divides the good
and the evil in Kansas. !

[To be continued mext week.

The fallacy of Christian missions
—and, oh, it is a fallacy rich in
‘comic suggestion—is that it is profit-
able to the mind that one supersti-
tion should be exchanged for an.
other.,

To say. that sincerity is always
4 virtue. is to say that fanaticism
is never a vice. For the fanatic
is always sincere. .

The man who secks power over
his fellows is proved, by that-very

desire, to bs umworthy of such
sower, RO

-and who, was

‘And this gentle-|-

' Letters ‘From Our Readérs
The American: Freeman is not to
be_keld responsible for any of the
opinions expressed in the follow-
ing letters.. The Iletters will” be
printed with no comment 'save an-
occasional .- note of correction: :or-
clarification. RN R
Shying at Real Issues in’'- - -
Los Angeles School Paper, " '+ -
) March 7, 1930.
Editor.of . The American Freeman:
- *A month or so ago two girl ‘students
of -the: Manual Arts High- School; Los
Angeles, wrote Jto me, asking if ‘they
might -have an interview to be written
up -for their -school weekly paper. They
came. to..my home, and I ‘chatted  with
them for about half an hour; and-they
afterwards. sent me a half-column or so
‘which. they. had ' 'written, and - which
had been published in the weskly. “Thig
article: ~dealt with 'the appearance of
my -home, and. with my own .personal
appearance and manner, and with -my
early days as a writer of jokes and
‘dime.. novels. Accompanying  the pub-
lished article was another letter from
one.of .the- girls, explaining to-me that
they had .desired to write something
about my books :and .my’-views on so-
cialism, but had been forbidden to .do
so by their teacher. . R

. This struck me as- rather an wumnen-
lightened way to run a high school;
but very. characteristic-of Los Argeles.
I wrote to the student, asking lier to
tell .me just what had happened, and
I quote. from her letter: S

“In order to find out just why the
Manual Arts High School Weekly
wauld not print .any material concern:
ing socialism or communism, 1 showed
your letter to Mr. Maynard, my jour-
nalism teacher. He exploded, as he
always does, and called me ap anarch-
ist and a bolshevik. A few days later,
however.,‘}_ye_ wrote out his reasons for
not: a]loyymg any of your statements
'to be printed in the weekly.: They gfe:
No_. -anarchistic, communistic, social-
istic, or. Republican propaganda per-
mitted in ‘the weekly. No sectaridan
religious propaganda permitted. I have,

'{-as_a -socialist, been ecalled upon‘ many

times to talk on socialism in economics
and sociology classes, ‘the only places
where such subjects should be dis-
cussed.” Mr. Maynard added that noth-
ing eoncerning socialism or -commun-
ism could be printed in any high.school
publication in this city. Mrs. Trummer
agreed ‘with him on that statement,
although oi course she didn’t agree
with ‘the TPolicy of it. The school
board, headed by the ultra-conservative
Mr. Bouelle, simply will not allow it.”

Such is the student’s statement. All
over the United States people are
wrestling with- the problem of the

futility of our education: the fact that
students are not interested in any-
thing but football and flirtations. Here
I think we ' have the reason. for this
condition. very -clearly stated. The
school board will not permit the stu-
dent to be interested  in- anything in-
teresting. Could there be. any idea -or
attitude more imbecile - than that -of
labeling all discussion of political and
seecial questions as “propaganda,”’ and

barring it from 'a high school paper?{.

—Upton Sinclair. -

As You Are! .

Editor. ef The American~ Fréenians - |
have' .learned. something. which-*might
be of interest to you, if you don’t know
of it already. 1-am not.telling you this
because of any desire to benefit anyone,
nor of any desire to ‘be moralistie,
which is the last thing I ever want
to be, nor of any desire to put down
books of sexual matters which are
called pornography. . : :
- What .I have Jlearned -is ‘that.some
‘company.- or someone: i3’ uging >Vour
name (and compsny “name) for books
of pornography which' they publish. 1
do not. know, what the name of this
conipany. is nor what their address or

g

We Are as Much Surprised’

city or town is.: All 1 have learned
so far is.what 1 have been told by a
young  lad who  sits next-me in a
classroom.

Here is -how it all happened:

1 came into the classroom :-(the
school, by. the way, is' the Hyde

Park high schoel) with one of your
Big -Blue Books, The Wisdom of Life.
1 laid it dewn on the desk and the
young lad next to me saw it and asked
me if that is the E. Haldeman-Julius
Company’s book. I replied, “Yes.” He
then told me that they put out a lot
of “dirty books.”

This did- not mean anything, for I
have - shown a few friends of mine
your Little Blue Books on sex and all

of ‘them thought they were dirty
‘books. One said if his parents caught
him  with such a book they would

thrash the daylights out of him.

But 1 was curious and asked him
what was the title of the book; to
which he replied with the title of The
‘Lost Dirigible. 1 had never heard of
a Big Blue. Book by this name, s¢ 1
asked him what the story was about
the author. The story,
he -replied, ‘was about some men and
women going away or a dirigible, and

| the - women killed  all the men but one.

‘Then the women found a sailor out in
a rowboat, lost.. They rescued him ard
killed the other man. before -they
rescued him. Then the story goes on
to relate the-devilish things the sailor
did among the women. -The  author,

- he .said, -was nobody, for there is. no

hame attached to the story.

This surprised me, for I knew your
company did not publich such & work.
So I questioned him further to learn
some njore. details, whkich are the fol-
lowing:

1. The cover of the book is red.

2. ‘It 1s about as wide as one of
your Big Blue Books, but only about
two-thirds as long or perhaps more.

3. It has no preface or introduction
and begins on -the first page. At the
end of the book is nothing but these
‘words: *“The End.” S
1 told him that- your sompany don’t
put out such books and asked him if
he hadn't, made a mistake., He picked
up my Big Blue Book and said that
he . hadn’t. “That’s the company’s
name,” he said, *“and this book also
was published in Girard, Kansas.” The
way in which he recognized the namej
of your company and the.town proved
to me that he was speaking in sin-
cerity.

" If there is any answer to this thing
1 .wish.-you would be kind enough to
let- mie know where and when 1 ecan

‘read it or anything related to it, as

1 am wvery interested in it.—R.
Chicago, Il , g
" Editor’s Note: Such a book as. Mr:
‘Ahlberg. descrihes is unknown to this
office. It certainly is not printed or
circulated by Haldeman.Julius Publica:
tions. :

Ahlberg,

A Single Taxer Discusses
the Unemployment Evil
. Editor of The Americar Freemsn: In
your April 8 {fssue of The American]

Freeman yon characterize the present:

times as “The: Amazing Scandal of the
Great Power Age and Jobless Millions”
expressing the significant guery, What
can be done about it? :
You. mention' that “corrupt politice
and - private interest:” ars chiefiy  to
blame:for the presem: deplorable condis
tiony, . -Buy suppose, for .& niomend;

{them can’t get a

1 jobs.”

3 .

that politics were honest and -private
interests had the ‘welfare of the peo-
ple at. heart.. What would be the re-
sult? Would not land values increase
out of all proportion? Immigrants
would flock from all parts of .the world
to live in such an ideal state.
workingmen would receive better wages
but this increase would be swallowed
up by the -automatic increase of rent,
so0 that their last state would be worse
than the first.. The only people to
benefit under “clean politics” would be

‘{the land owners, appropriating all of

the “unearned increment” without ren-
dering any material service to hu-
manity,

Henry George, in his Progress and
Poverty and other works, long ago con-
clusively resolved. the question, point-
ing out why poverty keeps abreast of
| pragress, together. with the obvious
Temady. therefor. . ’

. In his Land Question he says: “But
1t- is needless to compare sufferings
and measure miseries. Land is neces-
.sary to all production, no matter what
be its kind or form; land is the stand-
ing-place, the workshop, the storehouse
of labor; it is to the human being the
only means by which he can obtain to
the material wuniverse or utilize ' its
powers. ' Without land, man cannot
exist. To whom the ownership of land
Is given, to him is given the virtual
ownership of the men who must live
upon it. When the necessity is abso-
lute, then does he necessarily become
their absolute master. And just as
this point is neared—that is to say,
‘Just as ' competition increases the de-
mand for land—just in . that degree
'does the power of taking a larger and
larger share of ‘the earnings of laber
increase.” -

The only solution is this: instead
of many private landlords absorbing
the rent “for nothing,” the government
should exact the economic rent to be
used. for - all . governmental purposes,
abolishing’ at the same time all other
‘taxes, duties, etc. The' justice of the
system lies in this: that those pos-
sessing land, thereby depriving others
of the use of that land, would be forced

+lege of so occupying it. Private mo-
nopolies could not exist under such a
reign of justice. Men having access
to the land would not be eompelled to
beg their fellow man for a job. But
above all men would be free—and free-
dom is the panacea for all social and
industrial evils.—John C. Rose, Pitts-
burgh, Pa,

Editor’s Note: We did not state that
‘““corrupt politics and private interests”
are in a simple, moral, individual way
to blame for unemployment or other
evils of our economic system. Of
course, the problem is much broader
than that. We do not entertain the
naive view that if politicians and capi-
talists were to undergo a change of
heart all would be well. We did say,
in. discussing the general question,
that “corrupt politics and private in-
terests” rule to the exclusion of social
vision or a real interest in the com-
mon welfare. :

Evidently This Reader
Is Not a Feminist!

Editor of The American Freeman:
“The Amazing Scandal of the Great
Power Age and Jobless Millions”  is
good dope. But do you honestly be-
lieve ‘that Hoover or the government
can remedy this evil? I don’t. But
I believe that business can.' I believe
that busiress will because it will event-
ually be forced to do so in order. to
keep prosperity going. 1 believe that
it must

read- that production (full time) is
anywhere from twenty to fifty percgn,t
greater than consumption, even with
exports. We are ‘to believe that the
great majority of the people have
little more than two-thirds the sum
of reasonable buying power, and that
a great part of this number have less
than half reasonable buying power.
Reasonable buying power is based :on
wages of around a hundred dollars a
month for the individual. 1 don’t. re-
member what the government states
is necessary as a living wage, bu@ it
is more than that. Business realizes
that buying power is not properly dis-
tributed and that jobs are not properly
distributed. It appears that there are
not enough jobs to go round if all
persons wish work—whether they need
it or not—and thus we have unem-
ployment among a large number who
need., work and emplovment among a
large number whe do not need it be;
cause of havinrg a private scurce of
income. . i
Supposing that business, in orcer to
enhance general buying power, should
decide that these persons who do not
need jobs give them up to those wh’o
do? Do vou think that business }vout
do it? If you do, you dou’t know
business. Nothing must stand in the
way of keeving up business. Peopls
don't count as individuals, friends or
relatives when the dollars ave in dan-
WPake that job from Smith and

s

er. }
give it to Jones. Smith dcesn’t need
it. He's got income enough to ]1\;‘(?
on in comfort.” Thai's what you'll

Can yot im-
putting forth
But to
from

hear in the ncar future.
agine Hoover or Congress I
any such decree? You can’t.
a certainty you can expeet
business. .
uln fact, it fis a'gready' taking place
right here in this city. Married women
who have husbands able to support
r job and are told @he
reason why:. A married friend of mine
started out the other day to satisfy
herself on this account. Her husband
earns $200 a month and they have no
children. They support his mother in
a distant town. Employ.ers gave her
the laugh when she qdmu;ed she was
married and had sufficient income with-
out her working to live in comfort.
“Go home and do something else, but
don’t try to find a job. There are‘poo
many girls and needy WwWomen hunting
 “That is what one employer told

it

her. . N

Anotner employer toid me that there
were too many girls holding jobs who
had no need to work because of well-
to-do parents or relatives or because
of having an income. They wanted to
fit themselves for a career outside the
home. Machine-made women. Are they
anything but a product of our machx‘ne
order &! civilization? Women with
highly cared-for hands too nice to put
to anything but an office machine.
Highly cared-for bodies, dellca}e wisps
of clothing. Are these machine-made
females fit to carry on the race? Nar-
row-hipped, ' flat-chested, starved be-
cause of the slavery of fashion. Are
they fit to be mothers of the mnext
generation? I don’t know, but I don’t
believe they are and 1 don’t think they
will be. ‘
"College women won't breed. Good
thing. ‘We only need a few good
spacimens of the race for leaders. The
common herd will do the breeding—at
least they are doing it. If the higher
education is spoiling good mother ma-
terial, we'd better take steps. We had
better bar good mother and father ma-
teria]l from the institutions of higher
learning and only allow those who
bave brains and not much body.

But we needn’'t be so worried over

the male. Ee does not balk at children
as ths female does. 14 ths female
¢culd  plsy festball  perkaps  skte

wouldr't gey so terribly “issellectual”
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to pay to the éommunity for the privi-|.

do so in order to keep .buyinz Dod
power somewherc near production. 1]

and “want to sacrifice motkerhood for
a career. But if business decides that
the female must breed in order to fur-
nish consumers. for the future, it will
see that she 'does. Because business
is the god. IT is the most powerful
god ever known or conceived by the
brain of man.. Furthermore, it has just
become conscious of its real power. It
fears neither man nor devil. Would
we be surprised if business told us
whether we could work or not, accord-
Ing to our needs of work? Or that
we. should breed and raise a family
or not, according to the needs of con-
sumption - for the furtherance of in-
dustry? You, of course, wouldn’t be
surprised. We draft men into -the
army because of need. We can draft
eligible. females of the species into
the breeding pen’ if it becomes neces-
sary ta further civilization and pre-
vent the Yellow Peril from overcom-
ing’ us. In fact, we wouldn’t have to
draft’ them—simply offer them prizes,
bonuses or wages for raising kids in-
stead of chickens or following a career.
Someone ought to write a book on
this.—C. F. Distelhurst, Omaha, Nebr.

Editor’s Note: Obviously, Hoover or
the government could do much toward
remedying the unemployment situation.
The government could do the things
mentioned in our article: inform itself
carefully . of the unemployment situa-
tion, establish public employment bu-
reaus, and inaugurate a system of pub-
lic works. Admittedly, these are only
partial and palliative measures. -We
must develop a more scientific and hu-
mane basis for our social-industrial
life.. Meanwhile, we don’t expect
Hoover or the government .to startle
us with any great comstructive action.

In Praise of Meortality
From too much love of living,. -
From hope and fear set free,
We thank with brief thanksgiving
Whatever gods may be
That no life lives for ever;
That dead men rise up mever;
That even the weariest river
Winds somewhere safe to-sea.-

Then. stars nor sun shall waken,
Nor any change of light;
Nor sound of waters shaken
“Nor any sound or sight:
Nor wintry leaves nor vernal,
Nor days nor things diurnal;
Only the sleep eternal .
In an eternal aight. :
—Swinburne in The Garden of Pro-
serpine. o

Not harshly, but merely as..an
idle commentary, do we say that a
good resolution is dften an.excuse
for putting off .a good action. -

Humor enables a man to iove;the
harmonious outlines of truth .and
laugh at the incongruous appearance

of error. i

The free thinker has the rare
virtue that he doesn’t wish to im-
pose upon, to command, to ‘enslave
others. .

The KEY to CULTURE

By JOSEPH McCABE N

Story of Human Knowledge in 40 Volumes, 1,200,000
Words!—More Thrilling Than a Novel!

Here you have the continuous stery of all humana knowl-
edge—not many stories, not & series of outlines, not a choppy
You may secure a
liberal education as complete as one story in one book. Bring
this exciting university course into your home—learn as you
THE KEY TO CULTURE, in 40‘5-'/_.x8’{2-inch volumes,

sys pry .

collection, but ONE connected narrative!

read!

bound in stiff card covers, is a 1

of all modern culture (except mathematics), in inexpensive
and bhandy form, in the language of the fireside, but with
explanations of necessary technical terms and lists of books
“This is culture with
Thoroughly understandab
fascinatingly written by a world famous scholar, this series
is the best bargain available at ¢3.95 for the entire set of

to read. A ‘“cream-of-culture series.”

a kick in it!” says one reader.

40 books.

le,

JOSEPH McCABE

READ THIS COMPLETE LIST OF THE 40 VOLUMES

12.

A  Complete Summary of
It Works:

the 40 Numbers of “The Key
to Culture” — About 30,000
Words in Each Volume!

1. Foundations of the Uni-
verse: Story of Units of
Matter and Force Controlling
Universal Activity. .

2. How the Universe Is
Constructed: Marvels of the
Stars and the Great Cesmic
Epic, Without Beginning or
E

nd.

3. The Globe on Which We
Live: All About the Earth,
Skies and Seas, etc.

‘4. How Life Sprang from
Matter: Origin of Life.

5. How Life Developed
from the Simple to the Com-
plex: Evolution of Life.

6.. Marvelous Kingdom of

chine.

Sex).

ization.

Persian Gulf.

and Rome:

Human Body and How
Wonderful Effi-
ciency of Man's Body-Ma-

13. How the Human Body
Begins and Grows:
onic Development (All About

14. Myriad-
the Mind: Human Brain and
Its Exploration.

15. Beginning
Story of Himself:
History and Origin of Civil-

16. Wonders
Egypt and Babylon:
jzation of Nile Valley and

17. Splendors
Culture of An-
clent Athens and Rome.

24. How Man Acquires and
Spends His Momey: Elements
of Economics. - !

25. Story of Economie
1deals in Man’s Social Status:
Economic . Theories. - -

26.- Manual of Momey and
Wealth and What They
Mysterles of Mean: Economic Life ' of

Man.

27. Story of Human Soeial
Ideals: All ‘That Man Has
Hoped for in Social Referm.

28. hw)orta.nt Facts. About
Great Writers of ' Antiquity.

29. Important Facts 'Abous
great Writers. of the Middle

ges. o

30. Important Facts Abous
Great Modern Writers, .

31. Writers of Today sad
' -Their Message to the World.

Embry-

of DMan’s
Dawn of

of Ancient

Civil-

of Greece

Plant Life: Evolution of 18. Strange Civilizations ot 32. Ancient Art Sommar-
Plants and TFlowers. China and India: Asiatic fzed and Explained. ' .. -
7. Marvelous Kingdom of Culture Linked with Baby- 33. Medieval Art Summear-
Animal Life: Variety and lon. fzed and Explai . :
Lives of Animals Today. - '  19. True Picture of Eurppe: 34. Modern Art Sammare
8. How the Bodies of Ani- in the Middle Ages: Medle- 1zed and Explained. .. )
mals Are Constructed: Anat- val Degradation of Art, Sci- 35. Art of Th

omy and Mechanism of the ence, Culture.

(;).y.'.\lan’s Mastery of Life: Rise of

How Science Solved the

Problem of Man’s Food Sup- Revolution.

20. Stirring Story of tho
Modern Europe:
From Reformation to French

" and

wasd I . . Lo“’

36. Complete Story of Phi.
losophy.

37. Manual of Human Mor-

Reaspning Logically:

oly. 21. Dawn of the New Age ality: Ethics and Laws of
10. Story 'of the Evolution and Birth of the Modern Behavior.
of Man: Mankind's Struggle Spirit: Triumph of Ration-

and - Progress from Prehis-
toric Eras to Dawn of His-
tory.

11. Life Among the Many
Peoples of the Earth: Races
of Mankind and Their Rela-
tionship.

alism in World’'s History.
-22. Graphie Account of the
History of America:
can Growth and Progress.
23. Man and_ His* Submis-
sion to Being Ruled:
tion of Government.

%is Story of Human Edu-

cation.
39. All _About Psycho-An-
alysis and . Applied Psychol-
ogy: Investigations and
Theories of the Mind.
40. Important Facts About
the Progress of Sclence.

Ameri-

Evolu-

KNOWLEDGE EVERYONE OUGHT TO HAVE

The Key to Culture comprises what every person ought to know to be trul> cultured.

Some knowledge of every aspect of knowledge, of every subject, is essential.

Here such

essentials are made clear, avoiding the confusion of the usual mass of details—you.get
the most important truths and theories, Tight up to date, a real Key to current reading.
Simple explanations are given of how.we know these facts, especially in science. Through-
out the work attractiveness. picturesqueness and interest are maintained, together with
clearness and simplicity. The Key to Culture is a summary of all that is interesting in
modern knowledge, by’ Joseph McCabe, scholar 2xtraordinary, author of some 200 buoks,

interpational lecturer and debater.

“THE KEY TO CULTURE,” 40 vols., complete, $3.95
(Single numbers 30c each postpaid)

Haldeman-Julius Publications,

postpaid

Girard, Kansas

“DUST™ 1S A STORY
HUNDREDS OF MAR-
RIED MEN AND WOM.
EN WILL RECOGNIZE.

AND YET  NO ONE
EVER TOLD IT BE
FORE. NO OTHER

AMERICAN WRITER
EVER HAD THE COUR-
AGE. IT IS TOO STARK
—TO0O RUTHLESS —
TOO MERCILESSLY
SHORN OF SENTIMEN-
TALITY. NO ONE PER-
SON COULD HAVE
TOLDIT! ONLY A MAN
AND A WOMAN TO-
GETHER COULD HAVE.
PROBED SO DEEP
INTO LIFE AND SEEN
IT S0 COMPLETELY.
MR. AND MRS, HALDE.-
MAN.JULIUS HAVE
THE GIFT OF RARE -
UNDERSTANDING.
THOUGH THIS 1S
THEIR FIRST NOVEL,
IT IS CONSISTENT
WITH THEIR REPUTA.
TIONS ESTABLISHED
AS WRITERS IN OTHER
FIELDS. “DUST” 1S UN-
LIKE THE USUAL
EPHEMERAL WORK—
IT IS STILL READ; AS
CARL SANDBURG RE-
MARKED, “IT LINGERS
ON” AND STAYS WITH
ONE. IT HAS BEEN
DESCRIBED AS “A
WORTHY VOLUME IN
THE MID-WESTERN
EPIC THAT OUR
YOUNGER AUTHORS
HAVE BEGUN TO
WRITE.” THE THEME,
OF “DUST” OPENS AND
CLOSES THE STORY
AND RUNS ALL
THROUGH IT, FROM
FIRST PAGE TO LAST.

of art,

copy.

brought together by an indifferent fate
parted by a caprice of nature.” :

New York Evening Post—

“DUST is a highly worthy. addition to
best in our contemporary letters.”

Chicago Tribune—

“DUST is a true work of art. It is a joy te
find a first novel so brimming with promiue.";

New Jersey Leader—

“This gripping story is bound to take
place as one of the important first nevels of
the year—indeed one of the high water marks
in a season that is rich in the production of
notable literature.” ~

Philadelphia Public Ledger—

~ “The authors have produced a most remark-
able novel of the Middle West, a masterly
piece of work which touches every emotional
chord,l as well as making a strong intellectual
appeal.”’ ’

New York Woild-_—

“In truth a work of literary note—a tragedy
set forth with such dignity and power that is
-should compel reading.”

PRICES:

39¢

Clothbound edition,
pages, with. protecting jacket.:
Large, clear type.
piece of book-manufacturing
craftemanship. Published at
$1.90; now sent postpaid to
any address for $1.35 per

“DUST??

By E. and M. Haldeman-Julius
REVIEWS:

Boston Transcript— )
“From beginning to end, DUST is a work

a searching probe into human- souls
and

the

1t=

Paperbound edition, cover
in attractive colors, substan-
tial, handy size, thoroughly
readable. The complete novel
—not a word omitted—ex-
actly the same as the cloth-
bound - edition. Now sent
postpaid anywhere for . 39¢
‘per copy. '
251

A neat

e

!Zl_igldgmand ulius Publications .  .ewdwey. Girard. Kansas
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