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Sex Facts Not Obsce

mfmdmium.baunc
and a statement of these facts—a
clear -physical desoription of the sex
life—is ot msonah‘lyb to be re-
garded as obsoens literature. That,
in brief, is the decision’ given by
the United States Cireult Oom of
Appeals i New York ’ City in the
case of Mrs. Mary Ware Dennett,
d in the lower federal court
of Brooklyn, N. Y., as & violator ::
the obscenity law. Mrs. Dentne‘
was tried for the m?,!llug 2{ o)
pamphlet (The See S@d;o 0;0' hz'

i by her years & ]
:::clytfzehnildren and subsequently attml!;-
ing a wide circulatio‘; tbroug:ni;ae
nedi f many welfare or -
fi)s:?onjur;' decided that she was
gtilty of sending obscene Iitergtu;e
through the walls, although "t ;
Coart of Appeals’ has now declare
that the charge, manifestly unrea-
sonable, should wever - have be;:
given to the jury. The judge in ¢

In Praise of Certain “Imbeciles”

ile
udacity which provoke: s em
be;‘zre a serious responss is Cth;iz
revealed in a San Frfm?!sco kah
Bulletin editorial. Theistie bun B!
merely common sense ‘(as eontras
witk the view that it is commm:
nonsense) according to t,his. 3”3
iourmal of enlightenment, which aé
fects to settle the matter for goo
and -gll 23 fellows:

Only an imllagcjle e
that religion,
Silac«i!nﬁnite power, the solace ﬂ(::
an infinite mercy, holde in e
hearts of all humanity. T_helge i
not a day of life in which ve ;gic])lté
does not enter to give hope, lgl
leading to baffled mort:hs.
Tyl e timt“isgi::t Hlasien, the
a

g;}; 1?)‘;2 that does not crqm_b!le
to dust and aches as it is grasped.

. Among: the “imbeciles” who Vhav:
Jdenied this alleged lmporta;;eﬂ o
religion . may. be named f ey,
Haeckel, Darwin, Spencer, au ufz
fact most of the great sclentists o
the modern world, Juseph McCsbo,
an encvclopedie scholar who has
devoted a lifetime to the study of
scientific and social and historical
tearning, must be included among
these “imbeciles.” Clarence Darrow,
the brilliant skeptic and lawyer, is
among these “imbeciles.” The late
Jacgues Loeb, one of the greatest
modern biologists, was such an “im-
hecile” Great sociologists and 1315-
torians have discovered that religwn'
-+was not been important in gdvanc-i
ing human progress—but guite the!
contrary. Hundreds of thouss;mds
shroughout the world are definitely
convinced that religion is bunk—
they are among the "!mbecilgs."
Millions are indifferent to religion
and do mot turn to ‘it for ‘“hope,

cemvicte

ould deny the
the belief in

licht and leading”—they are not
included in “the hearts of all ku-!
manity

Excepting reiigion. says the Call-!
Culletin. all is illusion. Yet religion
ie. the world’s wajfor illusion. ard:
the intellectual progress of the world:
haz bees chiefly manifested in ad-
vancing bevond . this illusion te a
clearer view of life. Science is—not
the great gifti—the great achieve-
ment of mankind: the gregt achieve-
ment, rather, of a few men and
those men, strangely enough, the!
very -‘imbeciles” whom the Call-
Bulletin dismisses with this epithet.

We doubt that the writer of the
Cail-Bulletin editorial is an imbe-
crie. It iz move  likely that he
grinned te himself when he wrote
that statement and wondered how
many imbeciles would believe it,

The love of  nature is interesting,
but why should it inspire anyone to
describe nature as “kind”? -Nature
is. not “kind” to the person who is
careless; mor to the person who is
born  with physical deformity or
weakness; nor to the person who is
prostrated by a severe disease. We
trust human knowledge and organi-
zation s great deal more than we
trust the “kindness” of nature.

Tt

bere can be a majestic. eonvinc-
ing beauty in thought. But we are
always suspicious when anyone
speaks of 2 ‘“beautiful thought.”
We suspect the sentimental accent.
We suspect that the thought, when
exaniined. will turn out to be neither
beautifu!. nor true. '

It is often the case that when one
man offers an interpretation of an-
cther ‘man’s thought he is trying
te .change that thought around to
suit himself.

The fun of debunking is great,
but it could not compare with the
surprice and jov of waking up some
morning to the realization of a bunk-
less world. ’

Al dreams of a better world must
be inspived by a sound worldliness; |
otherwise, their very premise is 8
whim of witless futility.

'the aim of sex imstruction.

lower court ﬁd Muys., Denneit $308,.

which she refused to :pay, lim
that as a protest she would serve' 8

bjail term, which would have mean$|

e hundred days’ imprisonment
:I:reequal the amount of her fine.
Meanwhile she ‘appealed the ou:
and “did not ge to jail Nm;h :
higher federal court has said tha
she violated no law. It is net %
certain whether the prmgut!on )
appeal the cace te the highest tri-
bunal, the United States Supreme
Court. .

One interesting point emphanzei:‘
by the defense attorney, wh.ile o4
hag no bearing upon the legality >
the pamphlet, serves as another é
lustration of the shady methods use
by government. Attorney M;;m
Ernst, speaking in behalf of r:
Dennett, said “that .the care ha
beem \predicated upon evidence ob-
tained by - fraud, immuch as the
woman' to. whom the pamphlet was
mailed, Mrs. C. A. Miles, of Grot-
toes, Va., was a non-existent per-
gon, and that the postal autzx’ontle.s
had ‘framed’ the entire case.” Evi-
dently the government agent who
fabricated the false address had

either a semse of irony or s sub-|N, Y

conscious feeling of sympsthy with
darkness: thus the name of Grottoes,
very symbolic of the slipperiness -and
obscurantism of the pros_ecutlon,
was chosen.

Mrs. Dennett’s pamphlet, The So.x
Side of Life, is. a work of explicit
instruction and  guidance  concern-
ing sex. It describes - plaxnlg the
sexual act, the detailed .physwlogy
of sex, and the nature of .the sex
life. ¥t avoids all misleading eu-
phemisms, It is as straiqhtforward
in language as the discussion of any
non-sexual and nonm-emotional sub-
ject -of instruction
should—be, The victory wom by
Mrs. Dennett is very important in
setting & - reasonable limit to . the
censorship exercised by the postal
authorities. It .means that books
and articles of sex instruction can
legally be made as plain as the facts
are: that the truth about this vital
side of life cannot be suppressed
or punished as obscene.

This decision. is apparently lim-
ited, however, to works that have
The
wider subject of literary freedom in
the treatment of = sex—in poems,
novels, essays, and other works of
art and controversy rather than in-
struction—is not touched in a posi-
tive way by the -court’s statement.
By implication, indeed, the court
lends force to a more reasonable
interpretation of censorship in thé
whole field of literature. It pointg
out, for instance, that the charge
that a book is capable of “‘suggestr
ing lewd thoughts and exciting sen-
sual desires” is not 8 reasonabla
charge and does not prove obscep-
ity. The court very sensibly re-

marks: "It may be assumed that
any -article dealing with the sex side
cf life and explaining the functions
of the sex organs is capable in some
circumstances of arousing Just.” If
the law were strictly (and stupidly)
construed, there could be no men-
tion of sex. The very word “sex”
would be forbiddem, as it presuma-
bly would suggest “lewd thoughts”
in some minds. In fact, when the
logie of censorship is pressed to its
consistent length. it must be con-
cluded that the existence of sex in
nature is the thing that is primarily
and  Innately  obscene.: “Lewd
thoughts” and “sensual desires” are
really the suggestions of nature and
their awareness is not dependent
upon literature. It is a scientific
knowledge of sex and anm attitude
toward sex which are conveyed by
means of literature. ’

What the New York court decis-
ion does is legalize books which im-
part a scientific knowledge of sex,
even in the plainest terms. But
it leaves te further controversvy the
extent of  freedom which may be
granted to literature that is con-
cerned with attitudes toward sex,
with its artistie or its ethical as-
pects. This is of equal importance.
Not only should the facts of sex be
explained freelv, but there should
be freedom ip sex discussion and in
the “artistic treatment of sex. The
civilized view taken by the New
York court with regard to books of
cex instruction should be broadened
to other literature. We should cease
being ashamed of sex, cease being
dfraid of sex, cease “trying to hide
sex. We should be ashamed of the
false attitude of shame. Toward
thie 'sanity the New York court's
decision is an impressive and timely
encouragement. It is so important
that we herewith reproduce it- com-
pletely. ' .

The Court’s Decision

The defendant allowed some of
her friends, both parents and young
pecple, te read the manuscript which
she had written for her own children
anc it finally came tc the notice of
the editor of the Medica! Review of

‘would—and}.

in the following ways: by eliminat-

s

The Vital Needs of Education Are Sup”erio,r.to

Reviews, who ‘sked if he might read
ft, and - afterwards published it.
About a year afterwards she pub-
lished the article herself at twenty-
five oemts a copy when sold singly,
and at. lower prices when ordered
in quantities. Twenty-five thousand
of the pamphlets seem to have been
distributed im this way,

At the trial, the defendant sought
to prove the cost of publication in
order to show that there could have
been mo motive of gain on her part.
She also offered to prove that she
had received orders from the Union
Theological Seminary, the Young
Men’s Christian Association, the
Young Women’s ‘Christian Associa-
tion, - the Public Health Departments
of the various States, and from no
less than four hundred welfare and
religious organizations as wel! as
from clergy and college professors,
and that the pamphlet was in use
in the pubMc schools at Bronxville,

The foregoing offers were rejected
on the ground that the defendant’s
motive in distributing the pamphlet
was irrelevant and that the only
Issues were whether she caused the
pamphlet #0 be mailed and whether
it was obscene. :

The pamphlet begins with a so-
called “Introduction for | Elders,”
which sets forth the general views
of the writer and is as follows:

“Reading several dozen books on
sex matters for the young, with a
view to selecting the best for my
own children, ! found none that 1
was. willing to put into their hands,
without first guarding them against
what I considéted very misleadihg
and harmful .impressions, which they
yvou!d otherwise be sure to acquire
in reading them. That is the excuse
for this article.

“It is far mote specific than most
sex information written for young
people. | believe we owe it to chil-
dren to be specific if we talk about
the subject at all. :

“From a careful observation of
youthful curiosity and a very vivid
recollection of my own childhood, I
baye tried to explain frankly the
points about which there is
gmtest inquiry. These points are
not frankly or clearly explained in

ost sex literature. They are avoid-
ed, partly from embarrassment, but
tore apparently because those who
?wve undertaken t6 instruct the chil-

ren are not really clear in their :
own minds as to the proper status
of the sex relation.

The Evil of Obscurantism

“I found that from the psychoiog-

the| .

used in pleas for chastity and self-
control, as such falk is an aspersion
on the brutes and has dome children
much harm in giving them the im-
pression that there: is am essential
baseness in the sex relation; by in-
viting the inference that marriage is
‘sacred’ by virtue of its being a re-
flection of human ideality rather
than because it is a legalized institu-
tion.

“Unguestionably the stress which
most- writers have laid upon the
beauty of nature’s plans for perpet-
uating the plant and animal species,
and the effort to have the child carry
over into human life some sense of
that ‘beauty, has come from a most
commendable instinet to protect the
child from the natural shock of the
revelation of so much that is un-
esthetic and revolting in human sex
life. The nearness of the sex organs
to the excretory organs, the pain
and messiness of childbirth are ele-
ments which certainly need some
compensating antidote to  prevent
their making too disagreeable and
disproportionate an impress on the
child’e mind.

The Value of Truth

“The results are doubtless good as
far as they go. but they do not go
nearly far enough. What else is
there to call upon to help out? Why,
the one thing which has been per-
sistently neglected by practically all
the sex writers—the emotional side
of sex experience. Parents and teach-
ers have been afraid of it and idis-
trustful of it. In not a single one

that I have thus far redd has there
been the frank, unashamed declar

tion that the climax of sex emgotion
is an 'unsurpassed - joy,
which rightly. belongs to every nor-
| mal human being, a joy to be proudly
and serenely experienced. Instead
there has been al! toc evident an
inference that sex emotion is a thing
to .be ashamed of. that yielding to
it is indulgence: which must be
curbed as much as possible, that all
thought and understanding of it
must be rigorouslytpostpened; at any
rate till after marriage. :

“We give to young folks, in their
general education, ‘as muchk as they
can grasp of science and ethics and
art, and yet in their sex education,
which rightly has to do with all of
these, we have said, ‘Give thems only
the bare physiological facts, lest they
be prematurely stimulated.'
of us, realizing that the bare physi-
ological facts are shocking to many
8 sensitive child, and must somehow

have said, ‘Give them the fa

ical point of view. the question was
handled with limitations and reserva.
tions. |
natural science it was often handled'!
with sentimentality, the child being!
led from a semi-esthetic study of the
production of flowers and animals to!
the acceptance of a similar idea for'
human beings From the moral!
point of view it was handled least '
satisfactorily of all, the child being
given a jumble ¢f conflicting ideas,
with no means of correlating them|
—Tfear of venereal disease. one’s duty’
te suppress ‘animal .passion.” the
sacredness of marriage, and so forth, :
and from the _emotional point of'
view, the subject was not handled;
at al.

“This one omission seems to be!
the key to the whole situation, and:
it is the basie for the radical depart. !
ure 1 have made from the precedents'
in most sex literature for children. |

“Concerning all four points of
view just mentioned, there are cer-!
tain departures from the traditional,
method that have seemed to me!
worth making. i

“Op the physiological side 1 have|
given, as far as possible, the proper !
terminology for the sex ergans and
functions. Children bave had to
read the sxpurgated literature which
hae been especially prepared for
them in poetie or colloguial terms,
and thern .are needlessly mystified
when they hear things called by their
real names.

“Op the side of natura) science,
1 have emphasized our unlikeness tc
the plants and animale rather thar
our likeness, for while the points
we have in common with the lower
orders make an interesting section
in our general education, it iz know-
ing about the vita! points in which
we differ that helps us to solve the!
sexual probleme of maturity: and the!
child needs that knowledge precisely |
as he needs knowledge of everything !
whick will fortify him for wise de-
cisions when he is grown,

“On the moral side ! have tried
t¢ avoid confusior ané dogmatism

ing fear of venereal disease as an
appeal for strietly lHmited sex rela.'
tions, stating candidly that venereal
disease is becoming curable; by bar-
ring out all merntion of ‘brute’ or
‘animal’ paseion, terms freguently

| lations respectable,

of all the books for young people:

something |

" a Narrow Creed of Moral Fanaticism

promiscuous sex relations.
The psmphlet, in discussing the

latiom, says:

“It means that a man and a we-
man feel that they belong ‘to each
other in a way that they belong to
no. one, else; i makes them wonder-
fully happy to be together; they
find they want to live together, work
together, play together, and to have
children together, that is, to marry
each other; and their dream is to be
happy together all their lives. . . .
The idea of sex relations between
people who do mot love each other,
who do mot feel any sense of be-
longing to each other, will always
be * revolting to highly developed,
sensitive people.

“People’s - lives grow filner and
their characters better, if they have
sex relations only with those they
love, And 'those who make the
wretched mistake of yielding to the
sex impulse alone, when there is ne
love to geo with it, usually live te
despise themselves for their weak-
ness and their bad taste. They arve
always ashamed of doing it, and they
try to keep it secret from their
families and those they respeet. You
can be sure that whatever people
are ashamed to do is something that
can never bring them real happiness,
It is true that one’s sex relations
are the most personal and private
matters in the world, and they be-
long just to us and to no one else,
but while we may be shy and re-
served about' them we are not
ashamed. 2

.“When- two people really love each

jother they don’t care who knows it.

hey are . proud of their happiness.
Bat no man is ever proud of his
¢Annection with a .prostitute and no
‘ostitute is ever proud of her busi-
ness.
\"“Sex relations belong to love, and
love is mever a business. Love is
the micest thing in the world, but it
can’t,be bought. . And the sex side
of it is the biggest and most impor-

of usxthal :we must be absclutely
sure to keep in good order and per-
fect health if we are going to be
happy ourselves or make anyone else
happy.” .
A Review of the Evidence

The government proved that the
pamphlet was mailed to Mrs. C. A,
Miles, Grottoss, Va.

Others?

)
i

beauties of the natural world that'

us has yet dared to say, ‘Yes,
give them the
nature study, too, but also give them
some conception of sex life as a
vivifying joy, ae a vital art, as s
thing te be studied and developad
with reverence for its big meaning,
with und%rstanding of its far-reach-
ing reactions, psychologically and
spiritually. with temperate restraint,
g00d taste and the highest idealism.’!
We have contented ourselves by as-
suming that marriage makes sex re-
We have not vet
only beautifui sex
an make marriage

said that it ie
relations that o
lovely. .

“Young people are Just as capable
of being guided ang inspired in their
thopght about sex emotion as ip
their taste and ideals in literature
a.nd ethies, and just as they impera-
tively need to bave their genera)
taste and ideals cultivated as a pre-
paration for mature lif « S0 do they
need to have some understanding of
the marvelous place which sex emo-
tion has in life.:

“Only such an understanding can
be counted on to give them the self-
control that is borm of knowledge,
not fear, the revefence that will pre-
vent premature ar trivial conneec.
tions, the good taste and fineness
that will make their sex Jife, when
they reach maturity, a vitalizing
success,” ‘

. - The Emotion of. Sey

After the foregoing introduction
comes . the part devoteg tc sex im-
struction entitlede “Ap Explanation
for Young People," The pamphjet
Droceeds to explain sex life in de-
tail, both physiologically -and emo-
tionally. Tt describes the sex organs
and their operation and the way chil.
d.ren are begotten 4nd born, It nega-
tives the idea tha: the sex impulse
Is in itself a base Jpassion and treats
It as normal and itg satisfaction as
a great and just“able joy when ac-
companied by lové between twe hu-
mar. beings. Tt warne against per-
version venerea! disease apd prosti-
tution and argue:r for continence
apd healthy mindedness and against

the trial judge

i the

Upon the foregoing

record, of
which we have

given a summary,
charged the jury

that the motive of the defendant in

be softened with something pleasant, M2iling the pamphlet was immate-

J x:!t.a sy:S'.rxg!. that it was for them to deter-!
but see to it that they are so related ™ine Whether it was obscene. lewd'
From the point of view Of:to the wonders of evolution and the' OF lascivious within th

€ meaning of

the statute, and that the test was

PR g s
the shock is minimized’ But nope! .V0ether ite language has s ten.

| of
}give them the facts.

dency to deprave or to corrupt the
morals of those whose minds are
open to such things and into whose
hands it may fall; arousing and im-
planting in such minds lewg and ob-
scene thoughts or desires™

The court also charged that even
if the mafter
pamphlet complained of were
true, that fact would be immaterial
if the statements of such facte were
calculated to deprave the rorals of
the readers by inciting sexual desires
and libidinous thoughts,

'..[‘ha jury veturned a verdict of
guilty, upon which defendant was

from the judgment of conviction she
had taken this appeal.

It is doubtless true that the per-
sonal motive of the defendant in
distributing her pamphlet could have
no bearing on the question whether
she violated the law. Her own be-
lief that a really obscene pamphlet
would pay the price for its obscenity
by meane of intrinsic merlte would
leave her as much as ever under the
ban of the statute. Regina v. Hick-
lin, L. R. 8 Q. B. 30; United States
v. Dennett, Fed. Case No. 14,571,
Rosen v. United States, 161 ©. S.
at p. 41 ‘

It was perhapr proper to exclude
the evidence offered by the defend-
ant as te the persons te whom the

that such evidence, if relevant at
all, was part of the government’s
proof In other words, a publication
might be distributed among doctors
or nursee or adults in cases whers
the distribution among small children
could not be justified.

The fact that the latter might ob-
tain it accidentally or surreptitiously
as they might see some medical books

proper.. Here the pamphlet appears
te have been mailed te a married
woman. The tract may fairly be said
to be calculated tc aid“parents in the
instruction. of their children iz sex
matters. As the record stands, it is

a reasonable inference that the pam-

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

emotional side of the human sex re-|

tant' side of it, -s0 it is the ome side/

"l questione are dealt upon the better.

sought to be shown in:

sentenced to pay a fine of $300, and'

pamphle! was sold, for the reason.

which would not be desirable for
them to read would hardly be suffi-:
cient to bar a publication otherwise .

phlet was to be given to children at
the discretion of adults and to be
distributed through agencies that had
the real welfare of the adolescent in
view. There is no reason to suppose
that it was to be broadcast among
children who would have no capacity
to understand its general signifi-
cance. Even the court, in -Regina
v. Hicklin, L. R. 3 Q. B. at p. 367,
which laid down a more strict rule
than the New York Court of Ap-
peals was inclined to adopt im Pee-
ple v. Bastman, 183 N. Y. 478, said
that “the circumstances of the pub-
lication” may determine whether the
statute has been violated.
The “Suggestiveness” of Sex Instraction
-But the important consideration in
this case is not the correctness of
the rulings of the trial judge as to
‘the admissibility of evidence, but the
mailing of an “obscene, lewd or las-|
civious . . . pamphlet.” It was for
the trial court to determine whether
the pamphlet ' could reasonably be
thought to be of such a ocharaster
before  submitting any question of
the violation of the statute to the
jury. Knowles v. United States, 170
Fed. 409; Magon v. United States,
248 Fed. 201. And the test most
frequently laid down seems to have
been whether it would tend to de-
prave the morals of those inte whose
hands the publication might, fall by
suggesting lewd thoughts amd excit-
ing sensual desires. Dunlop w.
United States, 165 U S. at p. 501;
Rosen v. United States, 161 U, S.
29. .

It may be assumed that any arti-
cle dealing with the sex side of life
and explaining the functions of the
sex organs is capable in some cir-
cumstahces of arousing lust. The sex
impulses are present in everyone
and without doubt cause much of the
weal and woe of human kind. But
it can hardly be said that because of
the risk of arousing sex impulses
there should be no instruction. of
the young in sex ,matters and that
the risk of imparting instructiom
outweighs the disadvantages of leav-
ing them to grope about in mystery
and morbid curiosity, and of requir-
ing them to secure such information,
.as they may- be able to obtain, from
ill-informed and often foul-minded
companions rather than from intel-
ligent and high-minded sources.

It may be argued that suggestion
plays ‘a large part in such matters
and that on the whole the less sex

But it by no mieans follows that
such a desideratum is attained by
leaving adolescents in a state of in-
evitable curiosity, satisfied only by
the casual gossip of igmorant play-
mates. )

The old theory that information
about sex matters should be left to
chance has greatly changed and,
while there is still a difference of
opinion az to just the kinéd of in-

i struction which ought to be given,
{it is commonly thought in these days
that much was lacking in the old!
mystery and reticence. This is evi-|
dent from the current Mterature om
the subject, particularly sueh pam-
phlets as Sex Education, fssued by
the Treasury Department, United
States Public Health Service, in 1927.

The statute we have to construe
wae never thought to bar from the
‘' maile everything which might stim-
{ulate sex impulses. If so, much
i chaste. poetry and fiction as well as
I'many useful medical works would be
!under the ban. Like everything else,
I'this law must be construed reason-
‘ably with a view to the gensral ob-
While there ean be
ne doubt about its eomstitutionality,
i it must not be assumed to have been
designed to interfere with serious
instruction regarding sex matters an-
less the terms in which the informa-
tion ie conveyed are clearly indecent.

Not an Obscene Work

We have been referred to no de-
cision where a truthful exposition of
the sex side of life evidently ealcu-
lated for instruction and for the ex-
planation of relevant facts has been
held to be obscene. In Dysart v.
United States, 272 U. S. 658, it was
decided that the advertisement of a
lying-in retreat to enable ummarried
women to conceal their missteps,
even though written in a ecoarse and
vulgar style, did not fall within pro-
hibition of the statute and was not
“obgcene” within the meaning of the
law.

The defendant’s discussion of the
phenomena of sex is written with
sincerity of feeling and with an
idealization of the marriage relation
and sex emotions. We think it tends
to rationalize and dignify suck emo-
tions rather than to arouse lust,
While it may be thought by some

jects aimed at.

that portions of the tract g6 into un-
necessary details that would Letter
have been omitted, it may be fairly
answered that the curiosity of many '
adolescents would mot be satisfiec
without fui! explanatior, and that ne
‘more thar that is really giver

It also may reascnably be thought |
tha' accurate information. rather
~than mystery and curiosity. is better
| i the long run and is less likely to

ne, Says New York Federal Court

occasion laseivious thoughts than ig-
norance and anxiety. ' Perhaps in-
struction other than ‘that which the
defendant suggests would be better.
That is a matter as to which theré
is bound to be a wide difference of
opinion but, irrespective of this, we
hold that an accurate exposition of
the relevant faets of the sex side of
life in decent language and in maui:
festly serious and disinterested spirit
cannot ordinarily be regarded as ob-
scene. Any incidental tendency te
arouse sex impulses whick such &

‘pamphlet may perhaps -have is apari

from and subordinate to its maim
effect. The tendemcy can only exist
insofar as # is inherent in any Sexm
instruction and it would seem to be
eutweighed by the elimination off
ignorance, curiosity and morbid fean
The direct aim and the net result is
to. promote understanding and  selfs
control. : RS

No case was made for submission
to the jury and the judgment mus
therefore be reversed.

Weapons of “Justice”

It is a rare piece of writing whiell
discusses war and armament and
diplomacy without a strong seasoms
ing of bunk. The tendency is me§
peculiar to . opponents of pacifismy
Pacifists | are capable of most ase
tonishing exercises Gn fallacy. (I8
is admittedly _difficult, however, te
tell clearly what is the position of
the average writer on war and
peace. This is a subject that seems

remarkably to inspire vagueness.)'
A good deal more obvious and ime
credible than fallacy, in its departurg
from™ truth, is the following state-
ment by Prof. James T. Shotwell
of Columbia University in an article
on the London conference. Outlook
and Independent brings this gem
to wus: ) :

For armaments are orly means
to an end, and unless the end is

‘ envisaged and successfully met,

the means cannot be safely tam-
pered with. Now, for whatever
reasons weapons have - been used
i the past, among civilized na-
tions today they exist only for the
maintenance ' of justice, security,
and peace. It is the possible dis-
agreement as to what constitutes
justice which remains the one ar-
gument for the maintenance of any
weapons at all in the hands of
nations which have subscribed to
the treaty of the renunciation of
war as the instrument of their
national policy.

Prof. Shotwell’s first sentence is %
platitude and means nothing defi-
nite. His second sentence is amaz-
ingly idealistic in the most discred-
itable sense—i. ., it is the extreme
opposite of realism and is even
worthy of speechless admiration for
the boldness with which it expresses
a thought which is obviously nos
true. The third sentence in this
exhibit has the effect of a satire om

the second semtence. It is “dise
agreement as to what constitutes
justice” that deprives Prof. Shope

| well’s statement of any specific, cone

vincing point.  Justice, security,
peace—these are words that nations
and their war leaders play with
according te their own purposes of
the “moment. In the language of
politicians, all wars are just and al}
wars are fought with the landable
object of advancing the cause of
peace and all wars are necessary
for the declared ends of security.

After all, Prof. Shotwell wounld
have done far better had he said
quite simply that weapons are used
in the present amd will be used inm
the future (so long as they ere
used) just as they have been nsed
in the past—for the business of war.
Armies and navles may be related
to security, In the political meaning
of the term and in a nationalistic :

world; but they are not intended te
serve the aims of justice and peace,
Pacifists who share the naivete of
Prof. Shotwell are simply waiting
for the next war to show what good
patriots they are and how firm is
their eonvictlon that the weapons
of war are used only for peace (re-
member 1914) and justice (remember
1918). -

Is it not significant that contrast
is so often made between cleverness
and virtue? Virtue, as interpreted
by dull people, needs a second
thought. Probably this isn’t virtue,
after all, but does the cause of true
virtue infinite harm. In a world so
notably given to foolishness and stu-
pidity, cleverness itself is ‘a virtue
that should have exceptional praise.

From about a million

sermons,
more or less, we draw the in-
ference that preachers regard a

. calamity as a blessing: fire, flood and
.famine furnish them with something

tc talk about and may
somebody into listening.

Is man a reasoning 'animal? But
the trouble is that his reasoning iz
generally an afterthought which has
for its plrpose the justification “of
unreasonable actions.

frighten
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| THE VIRTUOUS WEST—BUT 1s IT?
An amvsing editorial in the Den-
ver (Colo.) Post is offered for my
pasging and easily rest‘mined. de-
light by J. L. Schram (Wyoming).
Mr. Schram invites me to comment
on the” Denver paper’s assertion .of

thes political virtue which, it says|

temperishly, brightens the West in
contrast with the callously wicked
East. It.furnishes another example
of the delightful impudence which
consgists in the pot making critical
remarks abeut the blackness of the
kettle. The Post was aroused by
an article in Vanily Fair, which
exhibited a high-hat attitude toward
the Waestern statesmen who help
run the big governmental show in
‘Washington. It was a mean sort of
article, the kind in which contempt
is measured in heaping quantity;
although I gather that its principal
srgument is fair .emough—namely,
that the composition of the United
States Senate (two Senators . from
each State, regardless of population)
is a study im political - inequality.

Of course it was very provoking
for Jay Franklin, the author of the
Vanity Fair article, to speak of
Western Senators as “old men of
the mountains .. . . _sheep chaperons,
cow curriers, desert rats and beet-
herders.,”” 1t was an invitation to
a reply scathingly in kind for Frank-
lin to write: “There is a horse
and a half to every voter in Idaho
and the great majority are for
Borah; Utah’s Mormons, with their
beets, have seven sheep for every
veter, and Reed Smoot gathers their
wool in Washingten.”

Favor for favor—the Denver Post
came back with this smashing re-
tort: “So long as the ‘old men of
the mountains’ are in the saddle,
this at least will be a government of
MEN and NOT A GOVERNMENT
OF BOOTLEGGERS, GAMBLERS,

BUNCO STEERERS, BUMS,
THUGS, WHITE SLAVERS,
STICKUP GENTRY, BALLOT

BOX STUFFERS, BRIBERS AND
ALIENS.”  The United States gov-
ernment is not bankrupt in the Chi-
cago style, says the Peét with a
proud, .triumphant air: but it is
not clear whether the Western Sen-
'ators have been unable to bankrupt
the federal government or whether
it is their power and political virtue
which have saved the government
from bankruptey. Anyway, the
simple point of the editorial is that
the Eastern States and especially

New York, Illinois and Pennsylvania
are sunk in political corruption—
but that in the West honest gov~
ernment is still the order of the
day. Old-fashioned political virtue
(we inquire, parenthetically, when
political virtue was ever notably in
fashion) . and democracy without a
stain and the purity of the ballot:
these characteristics are claimed for
the West by the Post.

.The Western pot is accurate when
it points out the very dark appear-
ance of the Eastern kettlee No
bright, hopeful uplift in government
would result if the Eastern States
had a greater representation in
Congress than the Western States,
High political ideals are mnot very
perceptibly in practice im New York
and Illinois and Pennsylvania. We
are surprised, however, to hear that
the West is so very, very pure in its
politics. Wasn’t it ex-Senator Fall
of New Mexico who figured notori-
ously and centrally in the great oil
scandal? Isn’t California the scene
of a major conspiracy of political
crookedness and injustice? The story
of Tom Mooney is very disagree-
ably, very bitterly in contradiction
of the Post’s hymn to good . govern-
ment in the West. Colorado itself
has mnot, as I have gathered in my
literal way, been painfully righteous
in government. It was even in the
city of Denver that Judge Lindsey
engaged in.celebrated warfare with
a political gang which was not at
all high-minded. It was recently in
Colorado that Judge Lindsey was
disbarred, quite evidently as a pun-
ishment for his opposition to self-
seeking, intriguing machine polities.
It was a Governor of Colorado who,
in 1913, telegraphed a lie to Presi-
dent Wilson concerning legislative
action in a,coal strike. In The Brass
Check, Upton Sinclair has published
this and many other incidents which
illustrate the custom of government
in Colorado. It was not so many
years - ago that we were reading
about machine-gun rule in Celorado

in behalf of the coal barons. Dur-|

ing its coal strikes, Colorado seemed
to bes hospitable to gunmen. Boot-
leggers, I am reasonably sure, op-
erate in Denver as they do else-
where. |

In the West, even as in the East,
honest government!is only the ideal

of a minority. Neither the pot nor|

the kettle attracts us by its cleanli-
ness. The Post is patriotic, there-

f government of the Wm—-&nd neg-
lects ‘to ge a thalistis despription
of Coloride politigs. (What news-

I paper would dare to tell the whole

truth apout polities in its State and
city?) Kansas politicians are also
patriptic, therefore shouting that
Promibition is enforced in Kansas—
again, an assertion without evidence
gnd with no explanation of the im-
pressively. contrary  evidemce, Even
so do Californians boast of the
glory of their State—yet avoid care-
fully the mention of Tom Mooney.

Politicians and newspapers with
political motives always talk right-
eously., But they do not let their
talk interfere with their action, The
Denver Post’s editorial is amusing,
It is always amusing when anyone
talks loudly abottt his virtue but
does mnot prove his boast with selid,
consistent deeds. One would have
to seek much farther than the pages
of the Denver Post to disdover the
superior political virtue of the West;
the search would not, I fear, be re-
warded in a briliant nor inspiring
fashiona

L S
7/ THE PRAYBR FOR TAFT

It was a trick of his trade for
the Rt. Rev. James E. Freeman,
Episcopal bishop of Washington,
D. C., to send fortha radio prayer
for the late William Howard Taft,
then suffering the last pangs of an
aged body. This preacher asked that

made—a plea to God that his “divine
mercy” might prolong the life of
the sick man. Dy, Avthur M. Corwin
(Chicago) expresses bluntly the dis-
gust which all sensible persons must
have felt at this professional gesture
of a superstition-monger. Dr. Cor-
win writes:

How very silly this Rt. Rev.
James E. Freeman, Episcopal
bishop of Washington, has made
himself by his broadcast to God
in behalf of ex-President Taft.
Was it for the cheap publicity
which at once infected the news-
papers? This good citizen and
highly useful American has lived
more than the average life and is
entitled to escape the burdening
pathologies which have multiplied
with his years. The#Rt. Reverend’s
futile verbosities, while neither
helpihg nor harming the distin-
guished sufferer, have only re-

religion.

they can - find ® nothing more im-
portant 1o do: than raise: them-
selves in  such puerile supplica-
- tioms. . >z
I am sure the Rt. Rev. Freeman.
wasn't a bit surprised when Taft
died. He didn't expect his prayer

fore it is eloquent about the honest

to gain any attention excepting in
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Only $1 The Voltaire Library $1 Only

the pen run# and laughs.’f—Anlta_le France.

“In Voltaire

The life and works of Veltaire
are a brilliant guide to medern en-
lightenment, they give at once the
history and the philesophy of the
modern free thought which is the
greatest security of our culture and
our liberties. No free thinker can
afford to be witheut this special
Voltaire Library, which is so fully
representative of this great, daring
piorieer of intellestual liberation.
And Voltaire,, what he wrote and
how he fought and lived, offers the
very best introduction to free
thought. Begin with Voltaire. From
Voltaire lead all the main"roads of
medern thought. :

When Voltaire began his remarka-
ble ecareer, his country of France
and ull of Europe were under the
terrible spell of rank superstition
and intolerence. Church and State
conspired to deny all the rights of
man. When Voltaire died—when
his stupendous life’s work was com-
pleted—France. and Europe were
illuminated with the signal lights of
the greatest intellectual revolution

ever known,
The Age of Voltaire

So important was this one great

man that the time in which he
lived is known definitively as The
‘Age of Voltaire. Voltaire gave a
name and he gave a point of view
to his century. No one can under-
stand clearly the significance of lib-
eralism in thought—no one can have
a true appreciation of our modern
age—without reading what Voltaire
wrote and what Voltaire did. Liber-
'ties which we enjoy today can be
traced back to the militant literary
crusade inspired by Voltaire and in
which he was the magnificently lead-
jing figure. Issues of free thought
'and toleration which are skill de-
bated today are seen in a complete,
‘clear light of truth and common
sense and fine humane culture in the
works of Voltsire. This man was a
pioneer of modernism—and had ‘it
not been for him we could not call
ourseilves moderns.

The esighteenth century, in which

Books by Voltdaire
Fourteen Little Essays.
Toleration (The Classic

Freedonr of Thought).

Pocket Theology (A Diction-

ary of Skeptical Definitions).
~ The Wit and Wisdom of Vol-
taire.

Ten Dialogues on Religion and
Philosophy.

Candide (A Satire on the -No-
tion That This Is the Best
of A1l Possible Worlds).

Zadig, or Destiny; Microme-
gas; and The Princess of
Babylon.

Books About Voltaire

Voltaire: A Lecture. Clarence
Darrow.

Voltaire’s Weapon—The Smile!
J. V. Nash. ’

Essays on Montaigne, Pascal,
Voltaire. John Cowper
FOWyS..

Voltaire and the French En-
lightenment. Will Durant.
Life of Voltaire (As Seen by
Gorg Brandes). Julius

Moritzen.
Oration on Voltaire, Victor
Hugo.

on

>

.

Voltaire lived and wrote and fought
a splendid intellectual warfare
against tyranny—a warfare during
which Voltaire was frequently in
extreme personal danger—was at
once the century in which human
rights were denied with full intoler-
ance by Church and State and the
century in which human rights were
most boldly asserted. Voltaire and
other great figures whom you study
closely in this Voltaire Library
(Rousseau, Diderot, = D’Alembert.
D’Holbach, Montesquieu, Helvetius,
and others) proclaimed the splendid,
free ideals of civilization—and they
carried on this amaszing work when
civilization was on a very Ilow,
wretched, fearful - plane.

Life and government and the con-

dition of general .culture in the
eighteenth century were a scandal
ard ' a thame to mankind. Voltaire
dared to tell the truth about his
eentury. He dared to condemn the
§§upidities and the tyrannies which
afflicted his century, which outraged

“his century, which made his century
- uncivilized.
.way—to break the way—to fight the

He dared to point the

‘way to the civilization of the future.
More than eight decades of the
ecighteenth century were spanned by
the life of Voltaire. During those
eight decades were struck the might-
iest blows for.the liberation of the
human mind. By sheer intellectual
power, Voltaire dominated Europe.
Reading his life and works, one
reads a most significant, a broadly
defining, a startling and prophetic
chapter—a grand and immdhse chap-
ter—in the history of the race.

A Grand lntellectual Warrior

Voltaire—that grand intellectual
warrior—knew the use of every
weapon. Against the barbarism that
surrounded him be hurled the weap-
ons of history, ridicule, logic, phi-
losophy, science, humanitarianism.
He smiled, but that smile had many
features! = Pope and king, priests
and courtiers, had terrific physical
power over mankind—but Voltaire
was a fighter whom no power on
earth could stop. The world listened.
The aworld thought. The world
moved. Voltaire was triumphant in
the most desperate and gallant fight
of history. ‘

The record of this tremendous
fight is contained in the Voltaire
Library—in these ‘books by Voltaire
and about Voltaire, which should be
read together in forming a true,
vivid picture. In this Voltaire

Library you have the mammoth sam|

of 250,000 words—all by and about
the great Voltaire. This is a won-

derful library, telling all' about a-

wonderful mam and his wonderful
age. Onmly §1 brings you this library
containing the wit, culture; drama,
and struggle of Voltaire and his
Age.
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a national offering of prayer be|

flected upon his own want of in-| .
telligence and emphasized the in-|
creasing smile which thinking peo-|.
ple accord his''mediéval brand of |
The “Christian” church|
. is indeed in feeble hands when|

the newspapers. And what was the
“logic” of the prayer, from the the-
istic viewpoint of the Washington
bishop? He must have believed that
God was responsible . for Taft’s ill-
ness, that apparently it. was the
divine will that Taft should die. Did
this preacher think. that, at the last
minute, he could change God’s mind?
- This prayer was a bit late, too.
Rt. Rev. Freeman should have been
on the job earlier; he should have
persuaded God to.keep Taft. in the
best of health; he should have used
his influence with the deity to .pre-
vent Taft from being afflicted with
“the burdening pathologies” which,
as Dr. Corwin says, mocked this
prayer for the recovery of a man
who had reached the end.

In fact, why shouldn’t Rt. Rev.
Freeman widen his scope of prayer?
Why shouldn’t he- pray that death
be abolished? = He. might at least
pray . that God. let all Christians
escape death. He might pray that
human beings—or .at least Chris-
tians—be kept forever young; that
they be made absolutely ' immune
from sickness and weakness of all
kinds; that they be made safe from
all possibilities of fatal accident.
Rt. Rev. Freeman might as well
pray tremendously while he is at it
—it would do him. and others. just
as much good, no less and no more.

o o B )
IT NEVER WILL BE TOLD
The dead are silent. Thus Kather-
ine Mansfield cannot speak from -the
grave ‘and enlighten the -curious. few
as to the meaning of a poem which
somehow survived to appear, with-
out warning, in a recent issue of
The New Republic. Just to keep
the record straight, let me say that
I should never have read a poem
by Katherine Mansfield, of my own
deliberate and unsolicited intent. But
Upton Sinclair has called my at-
tention to this word riddle and has
requested me to penetrate the cryp-
tic innards of its significance. I
can do as well as Upton—I can pass

the riddle on. In my turn 1 can
inquire what my readers understand
about the following lines entitled,
for no apparent reason, “Old-Fash-
ioned Widow's Song":
She handed me a gay bouquet |
Of roses pulled in the rain, ~

Could-roses heal 'my pain? -+
‘She ‘smiled:

tempey” )
F'laughed” and answered “Yes,” ™

How could the- roses guess?
. Sh
C e‘Her eye .

Snapped like a rain-washed berry.
How could the solemn roses tell
Which of us was more merry?

She turned to go: she stopped to
chat; .

“Adieu!” at last she cried.

“Mille mercis pour ces . jolies
“fleurs!” | Ul = '

At that the rosés died.

" The petals drooped, the -petals fell,

The leaves hung crisped and
curled. '

And T stood holding my dead
bouquet

In a dead world.

You_ can read it as many times as
you wish. You can change the words
around as your fancy or your play-
ful, experimental curiosity may sug-
gest. This is a game that is free
fgr all and in which each can make
his own rules. Upton admits that
he was beaten. He submits a copy
of the cry for help that he sent to
The New Republic:

Please have mercy upon me! I
made the mistake of riading the
poem by XKatherine Mansfield
your March 5 issue, and I am in
the position of a person who has
tried to solve a cross-word puz-
zle, and got stuck, and cannot
sleep at night—and there are no
sqlutions given in the apgendix.

Of course the trouble may be
that I am one of those old-fash-
joned persons who have the idea
that poetry must have some mean-
ing, and that you cannot just fit
in any wodds and ,ends of ‘lines
from ‘your note book. But I am'
sure there must be others of your
readers who got stuck in the “Old-
Fashioned Widow’s Song,” and now
are miserably trying to figure out
why  the roses died. Please let
me say that T am not trying to
be smart. 1 really must know
~why those roses died, and if there
18 no person on earth who can tell
me, I shall have to call a spiritu-
alist medium and ask Katherine,
Also, I have to know about that
eye which “snapped like a rain-
'Yvashed. berry.” A snapping berry
. 1s a kind T never ran into, and I
want to know whether they snap
" only In rain, and why they don’t
snap when you wash them wunder
‘t‘he kitchen spigot. The poet asks

How could the roses guess?” and
there. IS no use putting such a
question to me, because I do not
know how the roses could guess
what I cannot guess, nor do I see
Eow‘ the “solemn roses” could be

more merry,” when they are
bemg» tormented with questions
like this. Did the roses die of be-
wilderment, or did they die  of
merriment over a joke which an
English woman has played upon
an American magazine editor from
her grave?

Dead bouquets dead roses
. . . dead worlds .:. . and, as far
as I-am concerned, this is a dead
poem. It can, 1 suppose, technically
be called a poem because its lines
are metrically balanced and some
of the lines agree in rhyme. It is
more accurate to say. that this is
a collection of twenty meaningless
lines of “odds and  ends.” ~Fortu-
nately there is -a great deal of lits
erature whick. has appreciable gual-

Delicate beauties, frail and coldi-
“Ah, c’est un tr:gte i
‘Pressing the roses in my palms, *|"

1. '@’ strong advocate of civil and re-

sang: “Madame est seule?” ‘Pike, its great Grand Commander,

in|§

ities of thought and beauty, so we
don’t have to linger over the trifling
stuff that is misrepresented as
poetry and fiction and philosophy
and other things, although it is
really ' nothing definable in this
world. . 1 am confident that Upton
has already reconciled himself to
letting this “poetic” enigma remain
an enigma, He would be disap-

lish ecommunication with Katherine
Mansfield in  ghostly semblance.
Probably he would only get an ex-
planation all the more confusing.
) K 2

FREE MASONRY AND - LIBERALISM
. G. A. Kenderdine (lowa) suggests

Masonic organization because, ac-
cording to his view, it “is the great-
est liberalizing force ;abroad in the
world today.” His ‘letter is very
friendly, and his own ‘liberalism is
agreeably evident, but he doesn’t

succeed in converting me to a pas-
sionate interest in Free Masonry.
No doubt there are worse ‘organi-
zations. It is not as intolerant as
a church. It is not greatly con-
cerned with religion, orthodox or lib-
eral. Certainly it has not put forth
any notable effort toward intellectual

emancipation. If -so, the news has
escaped me; and I assure Mr. Ken-

pointed, anyway, if he could estab-{

that 1 should be interested in the|

@

the apostolate of civil and reli-
gious liberty.” . . .
Recently in. Free Masonry there
has arisen a sort of orthodoxy be-
cause some men high in the craft
sre “claiming that humanists do
not believe in God. They certainly
do not believe in the old concept
of God.  That is granted, but they
. contend that they are entirely
within their rights and that no
man has a right to ask another
as a Mason to define his God.

The Grand Orient of France,
head of a Masonic organization of
that country, in 1877 deleted from
their rituals and from the require-
ments for membership the profes-
sion ~of belief in Deity, allowing
each member to regulate that as
the saw fit. Because of that act
most of the various Grand Lodges
throughout the world, beginning
with the Grand Lodge of Eng-

" land, severed fraternal relations
with the Grand Orient of France.
Members of those 'Grand Lodges
‘eannot vigit the Grand Orient of
France or its lodges, nor members
of the Grand Orient visit here.
That is the official doctrine. How-
ever, it is forgotten conveniently
in many individual instances.

Free Masonry as a whole,
though, is the greatest liberaliz-
ing force abroad in the world to-
day and ought to receive favorable

. consideration from the hands of
an individual - and publication like
yours.

derdine that I follow carefully the
movements of moderrn thought and
I should be aware of such an inter-
esting event if the Masonic lodge

had distinguished itself as an ex-
ponent of freedom of thought. His
letter, in fact, doesn’t give me any
reason for being enthusiastic about
what seems to be his favorite lodge. .
He writes as follows:

The most widely spread organi-
zation  throughout the world,
purely theistic in its requirements,
is that of Free Masonry, requir-

ing no declaration whatever of
theological belief except that of
a belief in God. Its degrees can be
conferred with equal propriety in
India, in Catholic Spain, or in a
}lfulgdamentalist Protestant strong-
old.

Its organization is pure theism
upon ‘which each initiate. may

| erect such superstructure as may
.- adapt itself to his mind.

No one
Mason has a right to measure
for another the degree of respect:
- that he shall feel for the founder
of any faith or system, 'whether
'’ religious or political. The Ancient
+iand Accepted Rite founded in 1801‘
has been from its very beginning

ligious liberty. General Albert
writing in 1884 in his answer to
the encyclical of Pope Leo XIII,
says that “the Scottish Rite has

for more than a century accepted-

'world today.”

You will observe that Mr. Ken-
derdine is honest enough to..include
facts in his letter which show clearly
that his conclusion is unwarranted.
He simply identifies himself, ami
his own liberal sentiments, too en-
thusiastically with Free Masonry as
an organization. He admits that
this lodge is theistic. Does he really
expect, then, that I shall be inter-

ested in a theistic organization? 1In
requiring a belief in God, this lodge
is dogmatic, although it does not
go as far in dogma as the Catholic
Church. What Mr. Kenderdine telis
us about the excommunications of
the French Masonic body is a'very
strong rebuttal of his own claim
that Free Masonry is ‘“the great-
est liberalizing force abroad in the
No doubt he is cor-
rect in asserting that various de-
grees of Delief obtain privately
among Masons: but the official be-
lief, as he states it, is net excitingly
liberal.  Undoubtedly’ the = majority
of Masons are conventional in their
ideas.

The fact is that the Masonic lodge!
is not important intellectually. It
is a Social organization. | Its -de-
grees ‘and ritual and secret stuff are
interesting to men who are inter-
ested 'in that sort of thing; beyond
that it has no great significance. It

emancipation through Masonry. He
wrongly credits this lodge with a
superior viewpoint and an interest
in freedom which are' true of him-
self personally. - iy e

The Smiling Wisdom of Voltaire
Victor Hugo in the Oration On: Voi-
taire (Little Blue Book No. 52).

. Voltaire conquered violence by a
smile, ‘despotism by sarcasm, -infal-
libility by irony. obstinacy by per-
severance, ignorance by ‘truth.

I have just prorounced the word
smile. 1 pause at it Smile! ~ 1t
is Voltaire.

Let us say 'it;, gentlemen, pacifi-
cation is the great side of the phi-
losopher: in Voltaire the equilibrium
always . reestablishes itself at last.
Whatever may be his just wrath,
it passes, and the irritated Voltaire
always gives place to the Voltaire
calmed. - Then in that profound eye
the SMILE appears.

That smile is wisdom. That smile,
I repeat, is Voltaire. = That smile
sometimes becomes laughter, but the
philosophic sadness tempers it. To-
ward the strong, it is mocKery; to-
ward the weak, it is a caress. It
disquiets the oppressor, and reas-
sures the  oppressed. Against the
great, it is raillery; for the little,
it is pity. :

Ah, let us be moved by that smile!
It had in it the rays of the dawn.
It illuminated the true, the just, the
good, and what there is of worthy
in the useful. . It. lighted wup .the
interior of superstitions.. Those ugly
things it is salutary to see: he has
shown them.

Luminous, that smile was fruit<
ful also. The new society, the de-
sire for equality and concession, and
that beginning of fraternity which
called itself tolerance, reciprocal
good-will, the just accord of men
and rights, reason recognized as the
supreme law, ' the annihilation of
prejudices and fixed opinions, the
serenity of souls, the spirit of in-
dulgence and of "pardon, harmony,
peace—behold what has come from
that great smile! , . , *

Prayer may be defined as a kind
of shamelessness in which men ex-
hibit without a blush their brazen,
stupid “superstition.

If God is proclaimed as an Abe
solute, then man can have mo rela-

{tion to him, it, or whatyoumayecallit.

Atheism
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Frank Harris, Isaac Goldberg,
Human Race and Other ‘“Liars”

[EpiTor’s NOTE:

Isaac Goldberg is mot responsible for the

headline over the following exchange of letters. He is so patient

with Miss Stephens that we think a little snappy contrast will not

be amiss. Of course, Goldberg writes in just the right reasonable
tone—a tore, even so, that is natural with him—ito emphasize in
tts full unreasonableness the -letter from Miss Stephens. It seems
that “liar” is the womawn’s favorite epithet for anyons who does
not agree with her. It is also evident that she is soured by moral,
racial and national prejudice—her slurs in the following letter can
bear no other interpretation. But Goldberg, if he has dealt with
her in rather gentle style, has answered Miss Stephens’ rancor
with the most effective of all weapons: good sense.l

By Isaac Goldberg

MISS KATE STEPHENS’ LETTER

My Dear Mr. Goldberg:

A few months ago, at the instance
of friemds—who, by the way, are
Jews—I sent you for review my
book, Lies and Libels of Frank Har-
748,

When I offered it you sent me a
good letter and you said, “We play
no favorites here.”

Your product, I don’t know
whether you would call it review or
criticism, in The American Freeman
seemed to me when I read it dis-
torting and—I dislike to write the
:d—shallow. I have no copy at
and I cannot give exact quo-
. You could have had no
ds for, no knowledge of me to
pport, assertions you made about
ime. From talking about the book
vou turned to attacking me.

A friend, again a Jew, calls my
attention to your extravaganza pub-
Jished in Popular Biography with
the headline, “Frank  Harris: A
Vignette,” 1In this piece you say of
me, quoting my book where it says
Harris was “undoubtedly of Hebrew
and Irish blood”—*“these national ad-
jectives were meant to fall with the
force of an accusation.”

How do you know they were?
You lied when you wrote those

words, and if you repeat it {the sen-
tence) or anything like it, you will
again repeat your lie. What shall
be said of a reviewer, or critic, who
gives mouth to and circulation to
flippant vagaries lies inculcating
race hatred? Do not such practices
publish your judgment as worth-
less? Among “Nordic nationalists”
they do.

You seek a hero—“no uncommon
want,” as Lord Byron wrote long
ago. Your erecting Frank Harris
into an avatar to supply your needs
reminds me of the old darkey down
in Alabama. One brilliant summer
day a balloonist, done -up in pink,
spangled tights, rose from a county
fair and landed some miles away.

An old darkey, acting on the ‘im-
pulse of the politest and sweetest
blood~on earth (perhaps you know
and love the Negroes as much I do),
crushing the bolls of cotton he was
picking between his fingers, pulled
off his straw.sombrero and advanc-
ing towards the flier, saluted. him;
“Good mohnin, Massa Jesus, how’s
yo’ Pah?” Yes, pour attitude to-
wards Frank calls to mind the old
Alabama darkey.

Now, my dear Mr. Goldberg, don’t
be a snob. A Jew snob is the worst

snob in the world—a living earica-
ture, a living contradiction. Let
your spangled-tights hero, Frank

ﬁarris, paddle about trains coming
into Nice and peddle his pornog-
raphy to the passengers. Take your-
self a higher mission, and thank
God that you were born in this
country and kept here long enough
to grow into a law-abiding nation-
alist, ')

I am, I hope, a lover of my coun-
try—whose laws protect me—and
you—and

Very faithfully,
KATE STEPHENS.
ISAAC GOLDBERG'S REPLY
My Dear Miss Stephens:

I have your letter of March 3.
I am reprinting it in full in the
columns of “Theé American Free-
man.” - And let me repeat, “We play
no favorites here.”

I, too, have no copy of my review
at hand. But I recall that T quoted
you generously, and that I asked,
by implication, for an answer to your
charges from the one man who
could give it—namely, Harris him-
self. Then I proceeded to interpret
some of your secondary motives.
My grounds for the statementg I
{nade: were in your book itself—in
its Insinuations, in its sometimes
dubious methods of driving a point
home, in its hint that Harris, being
both an Irishman and s Jew—i, o
not an American patriot—was all

the more likely to be’
libeller.

I still believe that those “national
adjectives” were meant to fall with
the force of an accusation. You

held them till the very last para-
graph of your indictment, as if they
would clinch your entire argument.
What, intrinsically, have they to do

with the case? Any more than
your own origin has to do with
your case against Harris as a liar
and a libeller?

The looseness with which you use
the term “lie” as applied to what I
have written weakens, in my mind,
the force of that “short and ugly
word” as applied to Harris. Of
course 1 did mot lie when I wused
those words, nor do I lie now when
I repeat them. I.may be mistaken;
that is an entirely different matter.

One lies only when one deliberately
makes a statement that one knows
to be untrue, and makes it with the
conscious intention of winning be-
lief for that statement. I stated an
inference made from adequate testi-
mony supplied by your writing. The
inference may be illogical, unwar-
ranted, erroneous. But a lie? I have
no intention of deliberate misrepre-

sentation, I have no axe to grind.
I do not know Mr. Harris person-
ally. I have never met him. We
have exchanged a few letters; that
is all. Recently, a friend of mine
spent a day with him at Nice; Har-
rig did net recognize my name, and
had forgotten all about my having
been ‘one of the few men in the

United States to defend him against
certain gross accusations. Yet 1
have in my possession a letter from
him, thanking me for what I had
written. It must be the oncoming
years. .

As to “flippant vagaries,” I shall
have to refer you again to your
own book, and to the sudden manner
in which, at the very end, you in-
ject the racial issue. Indeed, though
you are kind enough tc approve of
the Jewsz whom ‘you happen to know,
your second last paragraph reads
to me—and 1 am practiced in such
matters—Ilike a thinly smothered dis-

like, to use a mild word, of both
my race and its glorious tendency
to internationalism. Yes; I was
born in this country. And I see
nothing inconsistént between being
a “law-abiding tiationalist” and a

citizen who seeks, for the native
culture, a wider horizon and an un-
trammeled independence. If it had
not been for Washington and Lin-
coln and a few more like them, we
should have no natéen tcday in
which to be law-abiding. Nations,

a liar and a

.|like children, must grow; the circle

of their understanding and their
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(including Canada) must be accom-

loyalties must evér. expand, until at
Iast it includes all earth. o

It would be easy for me, following
your example, to say that you “lie”
when you make Harris out to be my
spangled-tights  hero.” Yet Harris,
who doubtless stretches the trauth
on many oceasions, has done more
good . with his lies than many of
your law-abiding nationalists with
their truths. I do not mean, by
this, to absolve him from blame for
any falsehoods that he may have
told about you. A lie is a lie. But
though every lie is an error, not
every error is a lie. When you call
him my hero you are simply mis-
taken. There are many things about
this man that I do not like at’all.
They sink into a secondary place,
however, when 1 consider the positive
contributions of his life as a whole.
His autobiography, as a unity, is
a brave document, written with heal-
ing frankness and helping, as few
books of his time have helped, to
restore sex to sunlight.

I, too, am- a lover of my country.
And because I love it, I want it to
be so much better than it is today.
Nor do I, in that love, confuse the
country itself with the politicians
who guide and misguide its destiny;
with -the grasping schemers whose
will is made to appear as the will of
the land. The measure -of the true
citizen is not in his supine acceptance
of the law; there is nothing sacred
about thé' law; it is the product of
fallible, and often of dishonést, hu-
man beings. A higher law sometimes
dictates resistanee to the law that
is written on the books. How else
have we progressed from the status
of colonial dependence? Between un-
questioned obedience to thz law and
serfdom there is little difference.
And having been born in the United
States by no means commits me to
serfdom; mnor does it, ipso facto,
render me superior to all other na-
tionalities.

Allow me, in
to the matter

.

conclusion, to revert
of favorites. Your
book was, in these columns, an-
nounced before publication. It was
reviewed on publication. The ad-
dress of the publishers was given,
after publication, by street and num-
ber—something that is rarely done
in. the case of any book. Three
notices, instead of one, for a single
small vclume. Does that look like
playing favorites? Not to speak of
the ®ublicity afforded by this reply?
Name another periodical that hag
deat with you in a more kindly
spirit. P .

Take the word of .an experienced
reader: that final paragraph in your
book all but ruined any case made
out by the previous pages. And one
should be careful about the use of
the word “lie”; also the word “snob.”
My kindest:regards to your Jewish
friends;-they will never meet me in
a.synagogue. i ¢

T am, I hope, a lover of the world;
that is, when I dowt hate- it.

' Sincerely,
¥$aac GorpBERG.

The Fabric of Fables

Robert G. Ingersoll in The Gods
(Little Blue Book No. 185).
Man has no ideas, and can have

none, except those suggested by  his
surroundings. He cannot conceive
of anything utterly unlike what he
has seen or felt. He can exagger-
ate, diminish, combine, separate, de-
form, beautify, improve, multiply
and compare what he sees, what he
feels, what he hears, and all of
which he takes cognizance through
the medium of the senses; but he
cannot create.

Having seen exhibitions of power,
he can say, omnipotent. Having
lived, he ecan  say, immortality.
Knowing something of time, he can
say, eternity. Conceiving something
of intelligence, he' can say, God.
Having seen exhibitions of malice,
he can say, devil. A few gleams
of happiness having fallen athwart
the gloom of his life, he can say,.
heaven. Pain, in. its numberless
forms, having been experienced, he
can say, hell. :

Yet all these ideas have a founda-
tion in  fact, and. only a ‘founda-
tion. . The superstructure hds been
reared by exaggerating, diminish-
ing, combining, separating, deform-
ing, beautifying, improving or mul-
tiplying realities, so that the edifice
or fabric is but the incongruous
grouping of what man has perceivetd
through the medium of the :senses.

It is as though we should give
to a lion the wings of an eagle, the
hoofs of a bison,:. the tail of a
horse, the pouch of .a kangarco, and
the trunk of an elephant. We have.
in imagination created an impossi-
ble monster. And "yet the various
parts of this monster really exist.

So it is with all the gods that
man has made.

Beyond nature man' cannot ‘go
even in thought—above nature he
cannot rise—below nature he can-
not fall, T

Another funny paradox is that the
word ‘“‘seer” is used as a tribute to)
the man who despises the plain, re-
alistic- use of his 'eyes.
that is to say, is a man who doesn’t
see. It might be a. little nearer
the truth to call such a man a looker
—a man who looks for something

‘that doesn’t exist. }

\

The mystic is a man who rébels|

against the use of his five senses.

He clings perversely to a sixth sense|"
—the insatiable semse of obscurity.}:

The great, tragic errors of man-

1kind have all come from neglect to

observe the world miankind live in.

| expression—this is - the one

A ‘“‘seer,”}

Upton Sinclair on Free Speech

[Intolerance 1is always an evil
policy. Truth and progress can only
be realized through freedom of
speech. Radicals who denounce re-
actionaries for their.tactics of bitter
oppressiveness are very inoconsistent
when they- attempt to cry down|
their opponents: intolerantly. It is
especially foolish that a small group
of radicals should resort to intoler-
ent megns, when in sheer immedi-
ate self-interest, if not as a larger
ideal, they will benefit most from @
policy of free speech. That all opin-
ions should be given free and full
clear
principle which must be upheld amid
the clash of diverse viewpoints. In
the following letter, Upton Sinclair
speaks with admirable good will and
wisdom on this important subject.]

Mr. Julius Moser,
1240 Walton Ave.,
Bronx, New York.
Dear Comrade:

I have your letter of February
24, in which you ' inquire concern-
ing "my- attitude toward the policy
of the Communists.in breaking up
public meetings where they do not
approve of the speaker.

In answering, let me explain to
you that I have been, ever since its
founding, a member of the American
Civil Liberties Union. Seven years
ago, on the occasion of my arrest for
attempting to read the constitution
of the United States at a strike
‘meeting in Los Angeles harbor, I
founded.. the Southern California
Branch of this Union. Our declared

purpose is to .defend all persons in
the United States in their civil
rights, which include the right to
hold public meetings and there to
voice to audiences whatever opinions
on public questions thdy consider
worth voicing. -

We should stand by the program’
of the Civil Liberties Union to de-
fend such rights for every one—
quite regardless of whether we agree
‘with the opinions. Thus, when the
police arrested the Salvation Army
people for holding street. meetings
in Los Angeles, we did what we
could to defend the arrested persons.
In Boston we .defended the right of
the Klu Klux Klan to-hold meetings,
even though these people were deny-
ing-'the same right t3 the Catholics.
It is our belief that the way to pro-
tec§ and further the truth is to pre-
serve freedom of disecussion. If you
do_not like what the other person
is: saying, call another meeting of
your own and expose his false state-
ments, and you can be sure that in
the end the truth will prevail

I believe in this principle. I have
advocated it and practiced it all my
life. 1 quite understand that most|

of the attacks upon Soviet Russia
which are being made in the United
States at the present time are dis-
honest in motive, and that they are
based in great part on falsehoods;
nevertheless 1 defgnd the right of
the speakers to say what they please,
and I tell my Communist friends
that when they attempt to break up
the meetings of these speakers, and
even do physical violence, as they did
in San Francis¢o, they are making
a very foolish tactical blunder.

In the first place, they advertise:

the speakers and create public sym-
pathy for them. In the second place,
they weaken" their own moral posi-
tion, and make it very difficult for
us of the Civil Liberties Union to
defend Communists, when Commun-
its are deprived of° their right to
freedom of expression. You have
a hard enough job as it is, without

making it harder for yourselves by

alienating that small but powerful
group of persons who are trying to
preserve civil liberty and the right
of minority opinion in this country.

I have written you thus'at length
because you ask me whether I have
repudiated the opinions of a  life-
time, and I want to make clear to
you that I am advocating exactly
what I have always advocated. The
question has nothing to do with my
attitude toward™ the factional dis-
putes inside the working class move-
ment. I greatly deplore these, and

often have a hard time making up
my own mind as to just where the
balance of rightness lies. But I
never change my mind as to the ad-
visability of permitting all sides to
have a hearing; and if it were the
Socialists who adopted the policy of
breaking up Communist meetings, I
would protest just as earnestly
against that mistake. Let me add
that I have a sincere and deep ap-
preciation of. the heroic -work the
Communists are doing in defending
the rights of the unemployed in -all
our cities, and also in defending
the poorest-paid groups of workers,
as in the cotton towns of the South.
I want this work to go on, and I
will help it with voice and pen to
the utmost of my ability. I put it
up to you, as a question of prac-
tical tactics, whether it would not
be wiser to let a few poor back num-
bers of Russian emigres  talk
their heads off, and not waste the
time and energy of the Communists
in breaking -up their. meetings, and
thus destroy the moral strength of
the Communist defense of the ex-
ploited masses. Speaking for myself,
I did not know that Chernov was
in the United States until the Com-
munists advertised his meeting; and
I think this was true of ninety-nine
percent of the people in Ameries,
Sincerely,
UPTON SINCLAIR.

Just Poor Lying—That’s All
Thomas Paine in The Age of Rea-
son (Little Blue Book -No. 4).
The book ascribed to Matthew [in
the account of the -ecrucifixion of
Jesus] says, - “There was darkness
over all the land from the sixth
hour unto the’ njnth hour—that the
veil of the temple was rent in-twain
from the top to the bettom-—that
there was an earthguake—that the
rocks rent—that the graves ‘opened,
that the bedies  of many ‘of - the
| saints that slept arose and came out
fof their graves after the resurrec-
tion, and went into the holy. eity and
appeared unto many.” ‘Such is the
actount this dashing writér of - the
book of Matthew gives, but in which
he is not supported by the writers

of the other books.

The writer of the book ascribed to
Mark, in detailing the circumstanees
of the crucifixion, makes no niention
of any earthquake, nor of the rocks
rending, nor of the-graves opening,
nor of the dead men walking out.
The writer of the book of Lwuke is
silent also upon ‘the same points.
And as to the writer of the book of
John, though he details all the cir-
cumstances of the crucifixion down
to the burial of Christ, he says
nothing about either the darkness—
the veil of the temple—the ‘earth-
quake—the rocks—the graves or the
dead men.

It is an easy thing to tell a lie,
but it is difficult to support the lie
after it is told. - The writer of :the
book of Matthew should have-told
us who the saints were that came
to life again, and went  into “'the
city, and what became of them after.
wards, and who it was that saw
them (for he is mot hardy -enough
to say that he saw them himself);
whether they came out naked and
all in natural buff, he-saints and
she-saints; or whether they ecame
full dressed, and where they got
their dresses; whether they went to
their former habitations, and re-
claimed their wives, their husbands,
and their property, and how they
were received; whether they entered
ejectments for the recovery of their
possessions, or brought actions of
crim. con. against the rival inter-
lopers; whether they remained on
earth, and followed their former
occupations of preaching or work-
ing; or whether they died again,
or went back to their graves alive
and buried themselves.

Strange, indeed, that an: army of
saints should return . to life .and
nobody know who they were, nor
who it was that saw them, and that
not a word more should be said v:pon
the subject, nor these saints have
anything to tell us! :

A martyr is a man who- would
rather be dead than be wrong.
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7 saints have a way of being gollfe te women which would be almost
Antich i sttt i At Last It Is Told! The Whole Truth
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o By Friedrich Nietzsche are always pure.” P

(Centinued from last week.)
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~ On the other hand, the need of faith, of something which 1is
definitely positive or affirmative (Carlyle-ism, if T may be allowed
the ph.-ase) is a sign of weakness. The man of faith, any kind of
“believer,” is necessarily subservient to something outside himself:
he cannot posit himself as an end, and he cannot find ends within
himself. The “believer” does not really belong to himself, he is only
a means, he needs to be used, and he needs somebody to use him. His
instinct accords the highest place to a morality of abnegation; and
everything within him—his prudence, his experience, and his vanity
—prompt him to espouse this morality. Any kind of faith is the
exp.ession of self-denial, and of estrangement from self . i

When it is considered that a code of conduct is absolutely essen-
tial to the vast majority of people, a code which restrains them and
regulates them- from without; and when it is considered that external
control, or im other words, slavery, is the one and only condition under
which weak-willed men, and particularly women, can develop, then
at once the meaning of conviction and faith becomes evident. They
give a backbone to the man of prejudice. The only conditions under
which such a man can survive at all are to aveid lgoking at most
things, never to be impartial, always to belong to some party or an-
other, and to have a clear-cut point of view in forming all his judg-
ments.

And this is precisely the oppousifte procedure to that followed by
the seéRer after truth . . A believer cannot be at liberty to have
amy conscience for what is true or untrue: any independence in this
regard would bring about his collapse. It is merely a pathological
development of this defective sight which converts a man of convie-
tion into a fanatic like Savonarola, Luther, Rousseau, Robespierre,
Saint-Simon—types which are the exact opposite of strong and freed
minds. But the striking poses of these morbid minds, “and their
epileptic ideas, work upon the masses of mankind: for fanatics are
picturesque, and men would much rather be entertained by a pose
than listen to reason . '

L.V

Let us now take one step further in our study of the psychology
of prejudice, or of “faith.” It is some time since I first proposed
for consideration the point of view that prejudice is a greater enemy
of truth than lying. (“Human, all-too-human,” I, Aphorism 483.)
This time I wish to state the question more definitely as follows:
Is there any distinction whatever between a prejudice and a lie?—
Everybody thinks there is, but what doesn’t everybody believe? Every
prejudice has its own history, its own formative stage, its period of
tentativeness and mistakes. It becomes prejudice only after not
having been a prejudice for a long time, and then having been nearly
a prejudice. What does it matter if in one of these embryonic stages
the prejudice was actually a falsehood? Sometimes all that is re-
quired is a change in persons: the father’s lie becomes an article of
faith for the son.

I call it lying to refuse to see a thing in the way it .appears; it
is another matter whether the lie was committed before witnesses or
otherwise; for the most common form of lying is self-deception, and
deception of others, compared to this offense, is comparatively rare.

- Now this refusal to face things the way they appear is absolutely
essential for anybody who joins a party; the party man is invariably
a liar. For example, German historians are convinced that Rome
stood for despotism, and that the Teutons introduced the idea of lib-
erty into the world: what is the difference between a conviction like
this and a lie? Is it to be wondered at, after this, that all partisans,
ineluding German historians, instinctively utter ponderous moral pro-
nunciamentos—or that morality itself has been kept alive by the fact
that partisans of every kind constantly stand in need of it?

‘A remark I have frequently heard used by anti- Semites is the

Gowing: . “We admit we are prejudiced, and we live and die for
prejudices-—everyone’s prejudices should be respected!” On the
contrary, my dear sirs, an anti-Semite does not become more worthy of
et because he is a liar on principle . - Priests are much more
“tle in these matters because they unde: atand the objections which
mioht pe raised against following prejudice (namely against false-
hood raized to the status of a principle for some special purpose)

2ud so they have borrowed from the Jews the device of interlarding| s
the ideas of “God.)” the “will of God,” and “God’s revelation” at this
point. Kant also, with his categerical imperative, was.up to the same

game—hence his concept of practical reason.

There ave some questions to which man cannot give a clear an-{

gwer; all the important questions, and problems of value are beyon:
human reason
just how far reason can go . . . Otherwise why did God reveal him’
gelf to men? God does nothing superﬂuous. Man cannot by himsel.
know anvthing about good and evil, and so God taught him his wi -

... . The conclusion of the whole argument’is that the priest cannot-

lie, ‘because questions of truth or otherwise have nothing to do wit.
the matters dealt with by the priests. For in order to lie, it woul.
be necessary to lknow what the truth should be. But this is more
than men can grasp—hence the priest speaks only as an' agent o.
God, who alone understands.

Such is the sacerdotal syllogism, and it is by no means confinec
to Jewish ahd Christian priests: the right to lie and the clever tric!
of “revelation” are characteristic of all priests, whether decadent or
pre-Christian.  (The pre-Christian priests affirmed life, and “God'
for them meant acquiescence in organic life.)

The “law.” the “will of God,” *“Holy Scriptures,” and “inspira
tion,” are all merely methods used by .priests for attaining power
and keeping it. . And they are ideas which tnderlie all theocracies,
and all priestly or philosophical forms of government. The “holy
lie”—which is common to Confucius, the tode of Manu, to Mahomet
and to the Christian church—is even to.be found in Plato. When
ever -the phrase, “This is truth,” is uttered, beware of the priestly lie

) ’ LVI ’

"In the last resort, it boils down to this—what is the purpose of
the priestly lie? The fact that from the Christian religion a really
“gacred” purpose is absent is my principal objection to the means i
employs. Its intentions are evil—to poison, slander, and deny organi
life, to despise the body and to degrade and pollute humanity with
the idea of sin—hence it follows that the means it employs are evi!

I have ‘quite a different feeling when I read the book of Manu..

an incomparably superior and more intelligent work than the Bible
which it is almost a sin against intellect to mention in the same
breath as the Bible. And the reason is obvious: there is. genuin
thought behind it, not merely an evil-smelling Jewish compilation
‘of rabbinism and superstition—it gives the most pernickety psycholo
‘gist something to digest. And, even more important, it is entirel:
different from every kind of Bible because it is intended to help the
nobility. the philosophers, and the warriors, to keep a whip-hand ove
the mob. It is full of dignified values, it is inspired with the idea o
attaining perfection by accepting what life has to offer, and it mani
fests a feeling of exultation in self as a living fact—the sun shines
upon the whole book.

Here everything that Chnstlamtv beamu‘ches with its bottomles
vulganty—for example, procreation, women, and- nuptials—is treatec
earnestly, reverently, and with affection and certainty.

How could anyone possibly put into the hands of children an:

JJadies a book which contains such filthy words as these: “To avoi:
fmwatwn, let every man have his own wife, and let every woma:
have her own husband . . . it is better to marry than to burn”?
! And is it possible to be a Christian so long as the .actual gene:z
gion of man is Christianized, or in other words defiled, by the doc
trine of the Immaculate Conception? . .

I know of nc book in which so many delicate and kindly thing

. #re said of women, as in the book of Manu: these old grey-beards ar.’

Genuine philosophy consists in understanding®

And elsewhere he says: “There is nothing purer than the light
of the sun, the shadow of a cow, air, water, fire, and the breath of
a maid.” Finally one more quotation: “All the orifices of the body
above the navel are pure, all below the navel are impure; but in the
maiden. the whole body is pure”—but perhaps thls lS also a “holy lie”!

LVII

~ It only needs a comparison of the intention of Christianity with
that of Manu to show how utterly unholy is Christian procedure:
and to do this these two utterly contrasted ethics should be exam-
ined side by side under the strongest light of comparative criticism
—though any such critique of the Christian religion must in the end
bring Christianity into contempt. "

A law-book like the book of Manu has the same origin as any
ther law-book: it epitomizes the experience, the sagacity and the
experimental morality of long centuries: it iays things down definitely,
even if it creates nothing mew. What is required for a codification
of this kind is a recognition of the fact that the means used to
secure authority for a hard-won truth, are entirely different from.
those which would be required to prove it. A law-book never need
recite the utility and the preliminary causistry justifying its laws:
for if it did so. it would lose its tone of command—the “Thou shalt”
which enforces_obedience; and this is the heart of the matter,

At a certain point in the development of a people, the most far-
seeing c¢lass (that is, the class which can best see both backwards
and forwards) declares that the experimental period in arriving at
how all the people shall or can live has now come to an end. The
ohject now is to reap as rich and complete an harvest as possible in
returp for the terrible times of éxperiment gone through. Conse-
quently what has now to he avoided at all costs is further experi-
ment, or a prolongation of the period of testing, selectmg and criti-
cizing values. .

To prevent this. 'a twofold barrier is set up: on the one hand,
Revelation, which assumes that the reason behind the laws is super-
human in origin: that these laws were not sought and found by a
slow process and after many mistakes, but are of divine origin, in
their entirety, perfect, without any development, a gift and a miracle

.3 and on the other hand, tradition, which assumes that the law
has been in existence unchanged from time immemorial, and that it
is impious and a crime against one’s ancestors to cast doubt upon it.

Thus the authority of the law is established on the twofold prin-
ziple: God-“gave it, and our ancestors lived it. The best intention
sehind such a procedure is to lead consciousness step by step away
from focusing upon the problem of living correctly (which has now
been established by intense effort and carefully scrutinized experi-
snce), so that morality mayv find its expression in an entirely auto-
matic functioning of the instincts: such being the only possible method
»f mastering and attaining perfection in the art of living.

To draw up a code-book like that of Manu is equivalent to en-
dowing a people with the possibility of future self-mastery and per-
fection—it gives them the right to aspire to the highest achievement
in the art of living. To do this. it must be made unconscious—such
's the purpose of every “holy lie.”

There is anordering of mankind into castes, and this is the ondy
‘aw of domination, sanction given to a natural law and to natural
justice of the highest importance, upen which no innovation, nor
any “modern idea” has an effect..: Aecording to this law, society is
divided into three distinct types, differentiated physically, but mutu-

ally interrelated; and each has its own rules of health, its own sphere |
-us—as it confronts our cmhzahon—today

of work, and its own particular concepts of self-mastery and per-
fection. It is not Manu but nature that sets apart in one class, the
individuals who are predominantly intellectusl; and in adother class,
those who excel in musecular aptitude and strength; and in the third,
those who are distinguished neither in body nor in mind—the medi-
ncre—by far the greateat number, the first two categories being
those of the elect.

The first of these castes (whom I will ‘call the “few") has the
orivileges of the few who are perfect: it is their character to ex-
yress happiness, beauty and goodness on earth; for omly intelligent
n&h have any right to beauty and to the beautiful, as they are the
‘nly ones who can be good without being feeble. “Beauty is for the
"-:»w," and goodness-is a privilege. Nothing could be more unworthy
¥ 'this caste than uncouth manners or a pes ssimistic: view of things,
:n eye for ugliness . . or indignation against the gene.al state of
; fairs. For indignation is a privilege set apart for the Chandala,
nd s0 is pessimism. Wtat the instinet of the intellectuals inspires

: the opinion that the world is as good as it can be; and this is the
1stinet of affirmation.

It is even conceded that imperfection, inferio-ity, distance, the
neliness of superio:ity. and even the Chandala belong, as parts, to
e universal perfection. The intelligent men, in common
‘rong men. find their happiness where the others see only
‘beir delight is in the labyrinth,
‘thers; in strenuous effort: and their joy ‘s in self-mastery
‘hem asceticism becomes second nature, a need. and an instinct
iifficult task they regard as a prmiege and to lift burdens which
vould crush their fellow-men is me ely a recreation . Knowledge
Ar them is actually a form of asceticism. They are the most con-

ientious of men;* which doesn’t prevent them from being cheerful

wnd gracious. They are the rulers, not because they desire it. but
acause of what they are: they are not at liberty to occupy a sec-
wmdary position.

The second of these castes: To this belong guardians of the law,
of order and security. the noble warriors, and in particular .the king,
1s the personification of, warrior and judge. The second caste con-
:titutes the e‘:ec(utxve of the intellectuals, the nearest to them and
elonging to them. whose duty it is to relieve their superiors of all
he rough tasks in the business of ruling. They are the followers,
Le assistants and the most apt disciples of the ruling caste. And
n all this, I repeat, there is nothing artificial or arbitrary; for nature
s put to shame by anything other than this state of affairs .

The division of mankind into castes and orders of rank is merely
\ formulation of a profound law of life itself; and the differentin-
ion of the three types is essential for the maintenance of- social
\menities, and of the breeding of higher and better types of men.
"he one thing essential for the maintenance of any rights what-
wer is that there should be no equality of rights: for a right is the
‘ame thing as a privilege. and evervone is entitled to the prm eges
>f his own type.

And let us not undereetlmate the privileges of me;diocrit}.': for
s life gets higher, it gets harder. It is colder on the heights and
‘here are greater responsibilities to face. A highly-developed civili-
ation is a. pyramid: it can rest only upon a broad base; and at the
ottom there must be a well-packed mass of mediocrity. The handi-
rafts. commerce. agriculture, science, most of the arts, and in short.
nest of the professional and business callings, are compatible only
vith mediocre ability and ambition. Such callings would be unfitting
‘or exceptional men: the instinet which takes kindly to them is
.qually unfitted f8r both aristocracy and anarchism.

If a man is of some public use, a wheel, a function. he has a
yre-destination for that sort of thing. It is not. society that makes
hem intelligent machines, but the peculiar kind of happiness of which
hev alone are capable. The mediocre glory in their mediocrity:
‘heir specialty, ‘and their natural- instinet, is to master omne thing

lone. Thus it would be absolutely unworthy of a profound thinker
3 Iook down upon mediocrity as such. Indeed mediocrity is essential
% ~uner101 tvpes are to be produced. It is prerequisite to any high
'egree of civilization: and if the outstanding man handles the

With

rediocre mah more delicately than he handles himself or his equals, |

is not merely kindness of heart or “humamtprxamsm” but his

tuty.

[Te Le concluded,
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About the Roman Catholic Church!
In Twelve Ama;ihg'Books by ’Joseph McCabe

Which We Have Issued in Six Double Volumes

| constant dmusslons about the

‘as is Joseph McCabe.

'vorable facts concerning their Church.

Order This Great Work Today

QMWWW&QOQQQ&‘Q&W

y SEES RISE IN ROMANISM

What is the' true explanation of the mews
story reprintéd at the right, which appeared the
other day in daily papers throughout the United
States? Did the Pope speak the truth? And what
was his motive in speaking as he did? - What is
Catholic official policy today? What are the real
principles, dogmas, claims and aims of the Roman
Catholic Church “today? What is the history of
the Roman Catholic Church—the full history with-
out suppression or evasion—as a religious in-
stitution, as a political mshtuhon, as a social in-
stitution ?

"We could fill this page with a list of vital
questions about the Roman Catholic Church which
are answered completely, truthfully, and fearlessly
in The Trae Story of the Roman Catholic Church,
by Joseph McCabe—twelve books of daring and
startling history which have just been issued by
the Haldeman-Julius Publications.

And it is not history, the record of the past,
that McCabe deals with exclusively. These twelve
books are indeed packed with powerfully impor-
tant history, but all this history has a very signifi-
cant bearing upon the issues connected with the
Roman Catholic Church as an institution actively
in our midst today. :

The twelfth book in thls series is devoted
to a careful, complete analysis of the beliefs, the
aims, and the methods of The Roman Catholic
Church As It Is Today. Now you can know ex-
actly what is truth and what is falsehood in the
‘Roman Catholic

The Pope Is Quoted as Saying Protestantism
- Is on Decline

“Its Own . Sterility Is Inspiring Many Souls With
a Nostalgia for Catholicism,” Vatican Com-
munique Asserts.

(By the Associated Press.)

VATICAN CiTY.—In a semi-official communique
from the Vatican late today, Pope Pius was
quoted as saying that Protestantism was ‘“get-
ting more and more exhausted” until it has 3
reached the point where “its own sterility is
inspiring many souls with a nostalgia for Ca-
tholicism.”

The pope made these statements in the course
of a ceremony approving the Leatlﬁcatwn of 136 .
English martyrs.

He rejoiced that “returnq to Cathohclsm were
being multiplied ever more frequently.”

“DUEL OF ERROR AND TRUTH.”

Extolling the English martyrs, he said their
particular characteristic was their resistance to
tyranny, which they based on fidelity to Roman
Catholicism and- the pope. They had suffered
like the missionaries in the front line trenches
in the formidable duels ‘between error and truth,
the state and the church, and Protestantism
and Catholicism.

“It has seemed sometimes the ship of the
church was in danger, but instead it has passed
triumphantly on in the real course of culture.”

“WINNING FIGHT WITH STATE.”

Pope Pius remarked the church was emerg-
ing triumphantly from the duel with the state.

“When the state really wishes to provide for
the varying interests of society, it turns to
counsels of human foresight and assures the
liberty of the Catholic cult. Thus confronting
Protestantism today, Catholicism breathes in a
free atmosphere, while Protestantism goes on
Church , ever more wearing itself out.”

You can know what have been the real deeds, '»ooovdqwmmmwmmwmn

the real beliefs, and the real influence of the Roman Catholic Church from its beginning to the
present day. And you can view in the clearest, fullest light the issue.of Catholicism as it confronts

Wmmwmmmmaupmmmmmmmammwu

No man in the world is so well qualified to 'tell The Trae Story of the Roman’ Catholic Charch
He knows every word, every line, every chapter, every fact and character

and effect of that history. * He knows -nd he is not afraid to tell. As in everything that he writes,

~se in The Trae Story of the Roman Catholic Church Joseph McCabe’s facts are absolutely beyond dis-

pute. But only McCabe has dared, in this mighty and unexpurgated history, to tell these facts in a

plain and powerful style, presenting these facts boldly and dramatically and amazingly as they
have been recorded in the schemes, struggles and scandals of twenty centurles'

Here Are the Contents of These Twelve Daring Books!

1 How the Roman Catholic Charch Really Began,

2 How the Roman Catholic Church Became
Wealthy and Corrapt. :

3 How the Pope’s Power Was Made and En-
forced.

4 How Rome Made and Ruled the Dark Ages.

5 Hew the People Were [lade to Submit to
"Papal Power,

6 The Trae Relation of Rome to the Revival of
Art, Letters and Learning.

7 The Height of the Papal Regzme of Vice and
Crime. '

8 How Rome Fought Attempts to Reform Morals.
9 The Truth About the “Reform” of Rome.
16 The Last Alliance of Charch and State.

11 Roman Catholic Intrigues of the Nineteenth
Century.

12 The Roman Catholic Church As It Is Today.

We expect Catholic historians to conceal or to misrepresent or to explain away any unfa-
But even non-Catholic historians try very politely to place
Catholic history in the most favorable light. Joseph McCabe, on the contrary, has only one object
and that is to tell the entire, unexpurgated, unshrinking truth. At every step he founds his narra-
tive solidly upon original sources and documents, while he has also at his command works of his-
tory whnch are not known to one reader in a hundred thousand. Here are great scholarship and
great courage ‘devoted to the widest service of truth.

From the ‘inside, as well as from the commanding view of schelarly knowledge, Joseph Mc-
Cabe knows all about the Roman Catholic Church. He spent twelve years in a Catholic monastery;
was educated in Catholic schools; and was a professor in Cathelic colleges. Leaving the Church at
the age of twenty-eight, he has given more than thirty years to the study of history, science, litera-
ture—he is undoubtedly the greatest scholar in the worid today. Now he has told what he knows,
and readers everywhere can have the benefit of Joseph McCabe’s immense and indisputable knowl-
edge, both from the inside and from the outside. of the Roman Catholic Church.

Each volume in The Trae Story of the Roman Catholic Charch is 51/, by 8/, inches in size,
bound in stiff card covers, and contains 60,000 words—in’ all, 360,000 words in these six double
volumes FOR ONLY $2.95 postpaid

VHALDEMAN-JULIUS PUBLICATIONS, GIRARD, KANSAS.

Use This Order Blank and Know the Whole Truth! |

Haldeman-Julius | Publications, Girard, Kansas.

I am enclosing $2.95. Send me, postpaid, the 12 books of Joseph McCabe’s The
True Story of the Roman Catholic Church. (ln six double volumes.)
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