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“Just One Wooden Leg”

Faith cures always strike me right on the
skeptical funny bone. I can’t imagine what a
shattered and ‘weak condition my mind must
be in if I did not perceive with logic and
lawwer the bunk in such claims. 1 am skep-
tici: of the dizease, of the cure, of the wit-
ness, of all the assumptions and assertionsg in-
volved. “If Christ performed miracles, why
can’t they be performed today?” asks a pure-
and-simple believer, who would be logical
enough if he were intelligent and realistic in
his premise. 1J°*— That’s the excesdingly tall,
insuperable word.

We have not yet had a report of the
“cures” which were said to have occurred .so
magically at the grave of the priest in Malden,
Mass. My curiosity can wait. Perhaps the
most illuminating commentary on the Malden
idiocy is the story that a number of Harvard
students purchased brand new crutches and left
them—a shining pile of “proof”—at the re-
putedly most holy cemetery. That was a nice,
playful way of laughing at a fraud and show-
ing their irreverence for something which was
monstrously undeserving of reverence,

And Anatole France remarked wittily upon
the “proof” of the miracles at Lourdes in
France. When a Catholic pointed to the many
crutches left at this miraculous shrine, France
countered: “It certainly is impressive. But
how much more convincing it would be if there
were, among all those crutches, just ene wooden
leg.”

Crutches may c¢ome and go, but wooden
legs have a way of being persistently .useful.

* a

“Corn” Flows In Kansas

Kansas is not the greatest corn-producing
State, but it has a very impressive standing
in the output of corn whiskey. This has al-
ways been well known to citizens of Kansas.
Even the Prohibitionists know it, although
they try, with more of policy than conscience,

to misrepresent the situation. Governor Clyde
M. Reed has defended on suitable political
occasions the always shaky reputation of Kan-
sas as a dry State. Senator Arthur Capper

and William Allen White and other loyal Kan-
sans frequently rise to inform the nation what
2 model State we have out here in the heart-
of-gold of America. Yet Governor Reed, when
he was the Governor-elect in December, 1928,
stated im 'a newspapsr interview:.

Throughout the sessions of the legislature
in recemt years the growing use of booze
parties given by lobbyists with the intention
of influencing legislation has become a mat-
ter of common knowledge and growing ap-
prehension on the part of good citizenship.
Not only is the liquor law being flagrantly
violated in Topeka, but the manner of its
violation constitutes a danger to the public
interests.

The corporation lobby has begun early this
vear. It already has had one big booze party
at one of the principal hotels in Topeka. At
this party were eight state senators, four
railroad attorneys, representatives of the
Bell Telephone Company and other public
utility interests. At this party were dis-
cussed committes assignments and plans for
opposing the incoming administration.

It seems that when Governor Reed is polit-
icaiiy in form to rally the voters with the cry
uof corporation lobbying, he is alarmed at the
scandalous circulation of booze in Kansas; and
that when he is using Prohibition for political
capital, he says that Prohibition is a success
in Kansas—even though he obtained a special
appropriation from the legislature and a spe-
cial force of investigators to remedy, as it
were, the unsatisfactory success of Prohibition.
Scandals, unfortunately too factual, have as-
sailed the holiness of the Kansas Anti-Saloon
League. It had State officials on its payroll.
Dishonesty forced the retirement of one super-

intendent of the League: this same man, when |
an Assistant Attorney General, “collected large

amounts from citizens of various communities
for ‘law enforcement’ and there was no record
of these sums in the books. Neither was there
any record of the ‘law enforcement” In some
cases the donors demanded their money back.”
This shining moralist, ¥, L. Crabbe, also was
on the payroll of a private insurance company.

The interesting, but to realists nmot surpris-
ing, facts abcut the flow of liquid “corn” in
Kansas and the political and finaneia)l racket
naturally associated therewith are ably brought
together by Walter W. Liggett in an article in
Plain Talk (February). Mr. Liggett traveled
through Kansas and carefully reviewed the
situation. He does not claim to have absolute
figures, but he reached his conclusions logically
and soundly.. For example, he ascertained that
seven carloads of malt extract had been shipped
to Topeka in 1929. “There are approximately
1200 cases of malt to a car,” he explains, “and
12 cans to a case. That means 100,800 cans
of malt. FEach can is supposed to make about
5% gallons, and, unless my arithmetic is off,
this means that the people of Topeka last year

manufactured, and presumably consumed, ap-
proximately 604,400 gallons of near-beer. That
means ten gallons per capita. which is more

beer than any part of the United States con-
sumed before Prohibition.” Mr. Liggett esti-
mates that the annual output of liquor in Kan-
sas is about as follows: 13,000.000 gallons of
home brew; 5,000,000 gallons of wine; between
4,500,000 and 5,000,000 galions of hard liquor;
totaling .a vearly booze bill of about $55,000,000,

These figures, if not precise to the
least unit, are fair in their estimation of the
wet condition prevailing in Kansas, They are
figures carefully, convincingly arrived at; they
represent about what we should reasonably ex-
pect—for who was ever so naive as to believe
the optimistic (using the politest word) claims
of successful Prohibition in Kansas?

Kansas is not dry. But it is second to no
other State in its array of hypocritical poli-
ticians.
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$81,000,000—and Twe Cents

Harvard University, home of cuiture, has
distinguished itself in the field of economics.
The study of economics is taught at Harvard.
There is also a practice of economics at the
University. - It is learned that, for all its aloof-
ness and dignity, Harvard even conducts a
school of economics for the humble scrubwomen
in its employ.
was costly, however—it cost them their jobs,
poor jobs but better than none. ;

Twenty scrubwomen who were employed in
cleaning the Widener Library were discharged
summarily: some of these women had assisted
the cause of culture, in an essential albeit lowly
position. for 33 years, but they were suddenly
turned out and theirs tc wonder why.. Upon
inquiry, the explanation was found to be sim-
ple. The Minimum Wage Commission of Mas-
sachusetts had remonstrated with the authori-
ties at Harvard for refusing to pay these scrub-
women the rate of 37 cents an hour which is
legally provided as the minimum decent wage:
however, the law does not provide for the en-
forcement of this wage minimum, but only for
the *“‘bawling out” by advertisements in the
newspapers of firms who pay a smaller wage.
The women who swept and scrubbed the clas-
sical floors of the Widener Library were being
paid at the rate of 35 cents an hour—and Har-
vard University, although it is a rich corpora-
tion which has investments totaling $81,000,000,
would not raise these scrubwomen’s pay 2 cents
an hour. For all twenty women the raise would
have amounted to an extra $12 a week.

Inspired by this incident, Upton Sinclair
has composed “The Scrubwomen—Fragment of
a Chorus.” Mrs, Katharine Donohue and Mrs.
Emma Trafton are two of the poor women who
received so full and forthright a lesson in eco-
nomics, learning the difference between $81I,-
000,000. and two.cents. Sinclair’s poem follows:

CHORUS OF SCRUBWOMEN:
Justice, O God! To Thee we fly!
All day for bread our children cry!
Bring down the haughty! Break their pride!
Let not Thy Vengeance be denied!

The .scrubwomen’s education

Mgs. KATHARINE DONOHUE:
Thirty-three years upon my knees
I crawled that they might learn at ease!
Mrs. EMMA TRAFTON:
All night I scrubbed their filthy floors;
They must have culture witbout pause!
MRs. KATHARINE DONOHUE:
I dared not lift my thoughts a little;
I spent a lifetime ip their spittie!
MRrs, EMMA TRAFTON:
My chiildren hungered all their days;
I dared not ask the smallest raise.
Mrs. KATHARINE DoONOHUE:
Two cents an hour was the rub:
A loaf of bread for a while night’s serub!
Mgrs. EMMA TRAFTON:
On Christmas eve! Oh cruei mocking!
We got the sack instead of a stocking!
Mgs. KATHARINE DONOHUE:
A bitter month I've tramped the SNOWS,
My veins are black with varicose
CHORUS OF SCRUBWOMEN :
.Justice, O God! To hell with Lowell!
ut in his heart Thy holy rowel!
Vengeance, O God! To hell with Harvard!
Punish all them the poor who starve hard!
GHOST OF VANZETTI:
Forgive us debts as we forgive debtors;
Allow for the arrogance of arts and letters;
The Erahman bigot of Cambridge town,
Wrapped in a Harvard cap and gown!
Have pity upon all scholars and such;
Father, forgive them, they know toc much!

President A. Lawrence Lowell, who seems

to agree that the dignity of Harvard is met

worth two cents, was the head of the commis-
sion which, after “reviewing the evidence,” de-
cided that it had previously been right in mak-
ing up its mind (prejudices) to the effect that
Sacco and Vanzetti had been given a “fair
trial.” As Heywood Broun remarked on the
eve of the electrocution of Sacco snd Vanzetti,
“It is not every man who is honored by having
the switch pulled by the President of Harvard
University.”

~_And the scrubwomen relatively were hon-
ored. For two cents they bought the dignity
of Harvard and reduced $81,000,00¢ to the .
lowly level of pinched pennies.

ooden Legs--Full Jugs In Kansas--and Pinched Pennies |

so much zeal that the broadecasting

of the Founder of the Christian

a drink or

knew where a drink

Radio Station Submits to

the Christian Science Gag
Out of the timely and severe pub-
licity given to. the Christian Science
conspiracy to suppress a biography
of \Mrs. Eddy there has come a
clearer and wider understanding of
the tyrannical- policy of this pre-
posterous but very well-organized
sect. In their efforts to boycott the
Dakin biography out of ecirculation,
the Christian Scientists have simply
followed a policy that was started
by their bunkistie goddess herself
and that has been carefully adhered
to, from obvious motives of self-
interest, by the hierarchy of the
“Mother Church” in Boston .and its
lieutenants. throughout the country.
And in connection with this attempt
to suppress a book, which fortu-
nately is persistently advertised by
its publishers and has been given
a great deal of free advertising' by
the defenders of a free press, other
instances transpire in which the
mentally bound and blinded folow-
ers of the Christian Science style
of idiocy have employed
measures to gag their critics or any
one nmot speaking or writing with
the. permission eof the “Mother
Church.” The objection to the Dakin
biography is that it is “not official”
—namely, that it is- not “inspired”
by the , fabricators of . Christian
Secience propaganda. What . that
means is that nobody should (in the
view of the C. S. hierarchy) speak
or ‘write' about Christian Science
except as the C. S. hierarchy gives
them its gracious permission or, we
may . infer, instructs them ex-
actly what. to say. This policy of
intolerance. is illustrated very clearly
and characteristically by a year-old
incident which is reported by Cath-
erine Allen (New York City) in a
letter to. The New Republic:

. Last ) February, - a prominent
Englishman, not a member of the
Mother Church, was advertised to
speak on the subject of Christian
Science over the Columbia Broad-
casting System. Christian Scien-
tists received letters from the Com-
mittee on Publication informing
them that the contract had been
-signed for the lecture, but urging
them, nevertheless, to protest
against 'it: “It is not too late to
stop the radio talk, Please have
the lettars or messages of pro-
test delivered to the president of
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem.”

_ The letter then proceeded to tell
the members what to say in pro-
test, and concluded with a state-
ment from the local Church board
that it recommends strongly -each
member to follow Mr., Towne’s
[New York Committee .on Publi-
cation] advice because it feels
that “to be effective the protest
against the radio address should
come from as. many loyal Chris-
tiah Scientists as possible. Your
active participation in this move
of defense is considered a true
service to the Cause of Christia
Science.” :

Tke membership respoaded with

similar

company was deluged with ~hun-
drade  of Jottors and tclegrams
- containing the statements sug-
gested by the Committee on Publi-
cation. - Not having the courageous
.example of Charles Scribner’s Sons
[publishers of the Dakin biogra-
phy of Mrs. Eddy] to support
them, the Columbia “Broadcasting
Company canceled its contract.
Tt is not stated whether the Eng-
lish lecturer was a -critic of Chris-
tian Science; maybe he was only a
seventy-five percent believer in this
Barnumesque hokum, whose talk
wasn't - “officially” arranged. -That
does not matter. The point is. that

-anything “not official” is therefore

damned from the C. S. headquarters.
In this and many other instances
the Christian Science hierarchy has
put forward what is really a claim
to a most brazen kind of intoler-
ant control—for in all suech instances
the claim clearly implied, if not
made ir so many words, is that noth.-
ing should be spoken or written
about Christian Science which hap-
pens to be displeasing to the hier-
archy in Boston. And that means,
of course, that the hierarchy is
against any intelligent discussion
of Christian Science. : :

It is not' surprising that such

intolerance should be unqualified by
a ‘sense of honor. It may be stated
broadly and fairly that a sense of
honor is something unknown to
bigots. They wili do anything, fair
or foul, to gain their ends: and
their ends, even so, are always
unfair.. In this case of radio gag-
ging, the Christian Scientists, were
not deterred by the consideration
that a contract had been honorably
made between the broadeasting com-
pany and the lecturer. They de-
manded even that s contract be
broken—that an honest and right-

ful agreement should be broken dis-

honestly—in - order to satisfy their
bigoted feeling of resemtment and
their ugly impulse to gag any one
who is not ar echo of the C, S,
hierarchy. . )
Bigots, we repeat, are . unac-
quainted with the sense of honor.

Liberal and conscientious, The Na:
tion looks around to see what it can
see and then reports its observations
honestly, ‘Now it has 'diseovered
that economic affairs chiefly oceupy
the government in Washington.
Many' of us read this statement
without surprise and, with the best
intention, we cannot regard it as
“news.” But it is fine of The Nation
to report its discovery without delay.

The ignorant man is not neces-
sarily a criminal, but ignorance lies
at the root of the world’s major
crimes. And education, which in-
cludes all the material arrangements
of a better life, is the great re-
former of man’s world.

Dead men are indifferent to fame:
glory is in the eye of the
that beholds. - .
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Christ and Quackery

When quackery takes on a reli-
gious guise of faith-healing, it is
sometimes defended by persons who
do not really believe in it but who
argue that its character of a “re-
ligion” suggests its helpfulness and,
anyway, its: title to reverence. Wrap
sacred names and pretenses around
the worst bunk, and it will receive a
special tenderness: for what men
believe in the name of Christ or
Blah-bah—isn’t that too sacred for
harsh, debunking criticism?
- It is this reverential attitude to-
ward quackery labeled Christian
which appears in an editorial in the
Los Angeles Times, rebuking Dr.
Morris Fishbein for a recent lecture
in Pasadena. a city at the edge of
Los Angeles. At bottom; one sus-
pects with good reason that the fa-

miliar motive of ‘“economic deter-
minism” was a very conscious
prompter of the Times homily in

defense of Christ and quackery, the
association of blessed bunk, “Faith
healing” s abundantly represented
in Los Angeles. That city is a
veritable Paradise for quacks and
charlatans. Aimee DMcPherson is
only the best known of the charla-
tans who advertise faith. in Jesus
and the love of Jesus as the pana-
cea for all the ills of life.
Aimee has a flock of rivals, and
it seems that there are enough suck-
ers to go round. s¢ that faith pays
the “faith healers™ at any rate.

And the Christian Scientists,
thougk not numerically strong, -ap-
pear te be as influential in a certain
kind of “censorship” in Los Angeles
as elsewhere. For quite clearly it
was in defense of Christian Science
and other Christ-labeled quackery
that the Times took. Dr. Fishbein to
task. Although the aditorial men-
tions other forms of healing., there
is no mistaking that the main in-
tent is that of defending ‘Christian
Science and similar faiths. The edi-
torial refers approvingly to
simple form of healing-through-faith
employed by Christ Himself,” and
it adds:

Had Dr. Fishbein been born in
Judea in the days of Herod the
King he would no doubt.have been
among the first to fulminate
against. the unauthorized Nazarene
who dared to heal the sick with-
out drugs or knife. He would
have included in his list of “heal-
ing fads and quackeries” the case
of the woman in'Galilee “who had
an issue of blood twelve years,
whe: had spent all her living on
physicians, neither could be healed
of any,” and the Master’s reply
to her belief in Him, “Thy faith
hath made thee whole; go
peace.” ’

Followers . of this faith have no
quarrel with their neighbors who
prefer the System of medical ethics
built on the original ideas of
Hippocrates and Galen. But nei-
‘ther should " an advocate of this
one limited school presume to ridi-
cule those who find help and heal-

Sister

“the -
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religion, whose teaghings are ac-

cepted by a large majority of the

American people. o

One seldom or never finds one bit
of bunk shining in single isolation.
Always. bunk is added . Gineg®
and the present case i exception.

Two major misstaterie
tained in the last sente
1. Jesus was not thej
the Christian religion
teachings of Jesus are*not “accepted
by a large majority- of;’; the American
people.” Analyze thdse two state-
ments for yourself: réflect upon the
difference between the Christian re-
ligion—that is to say, the immense
body of doctrines, variously disputed
by the numberless sects, known as
Christianity—and the teachings of
Jesus: a statement of difference
which is a compliment neither to the
one nor the other. Then ask your-
self. as a matter of common sense
and observation, whether any siza-
ble group (not to'say a majority)
of the American people believe in the
teachings of Jesus—turn the other
¢heek, love your neighlior as your-
self, pluck out an eye”if it offends
you, abstain from sex life, desert
your father and mother, ete. After
all, only a minority ofifoolish people
look to faith as a cure of disease:
many whoe pretend to trust in a
Christ-labeled form of quackery act-
vally employ . material means for
their relief. ’

And observe how the Times edito--
rial defends Christ and quackery
by referring to the “miracles” writ-
ten in the Gospels, as if all that
fabled magic were the unguestioned
truth! According to its style of
defending alleged miracles today by
referring  to alleged miracles of two
thousand years ago, and of using
the fables about Jesus to support
the possibility of Jesus-labeled claims
of crazy supernaturalism today, the
Times must believe that faith in
Jesus today could raise the dead and
drive devils out of swine and (but
how unlawfully!) turn water into

wine. If the Times takes the “mir-
acles” of Jesus as g criterion of
truth. then obviously: it can believe
anything, .
—_—— ;

Bernard Shaw in & recent inter-
view stated that the. net effect of
the naval limitations wonference will
be that “battleships will in -the fu-

ture fight at a distfnce of; fiftéen
miles instead of tweri%y miles.” One

need not be a cynici'to fear that|
1 Shaw is correct in hig.analysis. The

optimist ~might suggkst, however,
that nearness may Igad to disen-
chantment. - & ‘

&
e

It. may be suggesteg?that the rea-
son Heaven has .never been located
is that nobody -has ever seen enough
evidence of its existence to be curi-
ous. about where it niight be.

\ N y

Faith is a,stagnam: condition of
inds that lack the hdalthy activity

-| professionally a Prohibition lecturer.

¢ | “lecturer” to describe this man!

Blood-Lust—Oh, Very Biblical

Bullets—flesh-tearing and blood:
letting bullets—are the instruments
of reform and salvation that our
country needs, according to..the holy-
fanatical cry of Rev. Percival Clin-
ton, a ”Ch’icago preacher who is now

the word
He
is a messenger of the gospel of
blood and hate. for which he has
—who can deny it?—historic, scrip-
tural, unimpeachable Christian au-
thority. Blood is the principal ele-
ment in salvation. Blood is the
blessed. assuaging drink of the
fanatic. And Christianity—its his-
tory and its ideology and its ser-
mons and its hymns and its sacred
tales and examples—is steeped in
blood. Very Christian, very Biblical,
is this man of God and God-damner
of men when he says, as reported
in the San Diego (Calif.) Sun:

I cannot see that there wounld
be any erime in shooting at sight
any man who violates the law,
especially the prohibition law. We
execute murderers of the human
body, then why in God’s name
have we no right to shoot at
sight the slayers of the soul when
they violate the prohibition law?
If we are real Christians, and if
we observe our fundamentalist
laws as they should be observed
and  study. the Jaws of God in]
ancient days. we find that all sin-
ners were punished with instant
death.

] may be a littie unorthodox, but
if 1 had my way, 1 would treat
the violator of the prohibition law
with a taste of the Spanish In-
quisition before 1 shot him.

It is an anti-climax for Rev. Clin-
ton to speak of himself in such a

But how inadequate is

mild way as ‘‘unorthodox.” He re-
ally is savage. He is. so sure that
he is right that he would kill—

“shoot on sight”—in the very spirit
of righteousness which spreads its
scarlet glow over the words and
deeds of God which, we are told,
constitute the Bible. One wonders.
indeed. why he would limit his gun-
play to violators of the Prohibition
law. Why not senc a finally -con-
vincing bullet through the heart of
every opponent of Prohibition? Why
not say that the severe, compelling.
unexceptionable. law of righteousness
is what Rev. Clinton thinks and
shoot with consistent ferocity every
one who does mnot agree with Rev.
Clinton? ‘

We are not quite certain, even so,
regarding Rev. Clinton’s program.
He speaks of shooting at sight, and
of torturing. He seems to mean
killing- at sight, as ope infers from|
his "analogy with the execution of!
murderers. (Murderers are given
the capital. penalty, argues Rev.
Clinton, therefore let us have a
reign of rampant murder.) He
doesn’t explain how he can invari-
-bly know at sight who is a violator
of the Prohibition law—but proba-
‘bly he would advocate shooting any

ef thought.

mar whe lqoked as if he hgd taken

.Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

could be obtained. - Maybe Rev.
Clinton, ‘whose savage tastes must
be strong and varied, would have
the joy of killing instantaneously
and,. Qth ceasions. 'the more
deliberate " of torturing and
killing slowly. .,

And he is really entitled to eall

himself an orthodox Christian: for

is it ‘not true, as he says, that in
the Bible record God and his chosen
agents dealt- largely in slaughter?
Undoubtedly many Christians (those
who do not as well as those who do

violate the Prohibition law) will be!

displeased with Rev. Clinton’s state-
ments and will deny .that he speaks
for them or for what they under-
stand as Christianity. But it cannot
be denied that Rev. Clinton has good
Christian, good Biblical, good
Church-historic authority for his
position. Tsn’t it the Christian view
that the Bible in bulk is holy? And
doesn’t blood make up the chief
weight and the outstanding signifi-
cance of this holy book? It reeks
with bloody death and blasting, sav-
age damnation—oh, there is no doubt
that Rev. Clinton could find author-

ity in its pages for as many savage
ferocities and fanaticisms as he
might piously ecrave.

“Unorthodox”? Oh, noe—not in

beliefs and precedents, anyway. Rev.
Clinton goes right back tc the foun-
dations of religion. He is a real
Christian, baptized in blood. and
loving the taste and smell of blooad.
Tc avoid wisunderstanding. let us
say—we are glad to say—that most
Christians today do. not take their
Bible and many of their doctrines
and the spirit of
precedents of God’s behavior and
psychology as set fortk in Holy Writ
so seriously as Rev. Clinton. Many
Christians are more civilized than
they realize. They are so civilized
that real old Bible stuff—the original
religion of Jehovak and its more
complicated, but not more refined,
historic flowering in Christianity—
is shoeking to them. If Rev. Clin-
ton shoots his way te an eminence
worthy of Bible heroes, doubtless
many of his bullets will hit men
who think they are Christians but
who can’t stomach Christianity in its
raw. primarily “inspired” verisimil-
itude.

Prejudice and falsehood,
Nietzsche, are only different aspects
of the same impulse to deny truth.
Prejudices are based on ‘lies. They
cannot exist without lies. They are
lies in which men have been trained
te achieve the smoothness and solid-
ity of conviction. )

After ali, the contradictions in the
Bible, while they 'are important in
judging " the preposterous claim of
divine inspiration, are not 'so stag-
gering as the impossibilities in the
Bible.

"Crowning the centuries, we have
to record the final definition of God:
A three-letter word.

religion and the!
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Censoring Old “Mother Goose”
Not in many & vear has such a
clever work of criticism been pet-
formed as that which appears in-a
curious volume (very curious, as
everything is that pertains to cen-
sorship)  entitled Mother Goose
Rhymes Censored. It is clever, this
amusing book, and yet so very sim-
ple. .The absurdity and at bottom
the pruriency of censorship are ex-
posed by the very artful yet easy
process of publishing the deéar old
Mother Goose rhymes with certain
words omitted. Thus we are re-
minded that censorship stimulates
curiosity, heightens the interest in
what is called vulgarity (the vulgar
interest, that is, in particular works
advertised 'by the attenton of the
censors), and invariably is nothing
if not offensive and ludicrous. When
it is suggested that there is some-
thing “dirty” about a book, then
“dirtiness” is what many people will
look for and will manage to see
whether it is really present or mot.
Exemplifying in the ideal comie
spirit this tendency of puritanieal,
“nasty-nice” censorship are the fol-
lowing stanzas from Mother Goose
Censored.:
See-saw. Margery Daw,
Jenny shall have a new master;
She shall have but a penny a day
Because she can’t —— any fas-
ter. .
Georgie Porgie, pudding and pie,
——the girls and made them
ery.
When the boys came out to play
Georgie Porgie ran away.
Peter. Peter, pumpkin " eater,
Had a wife and couldn’t ——
her; :
He put her ir a pumpkin shall
And there he her very well.
There was'a little girl and she had
a little cur}
Right down ir the middle of her

And when she was good she was
very, very good.
And when she was bad she was

horrid.
- Three wise men of Gotham
Went to in a bowl;

If the bowl had been stronger,

My song had been longer.

Robin ' and Richard were
pretty wen;

They —— in bed til}

struck ten.

Who can read this and fail to
laugh uproariously at the silliness
of censorship? This ecurious, pre-
cious, and invaluable volume ought
torbe responsible for hooting the cen-
sors into“oblivion. Probably it won’t,
for it requires a degree of imagina-
tion and intelligence, going scarcely
beyond the obvious indeed, which
would have made it impossible for.
censorship ever to have been taken
seriougly for a moment. But some-
thing worthily ironical has been
achieved: the Mother Goose rhymes,
by ‘a .stroke of simplicity which.
amounts to genius, have beern trans-
ferred to the shelf where repose
Bobby Burns’ Merry Muse and Mark
Twain’s “1601” and other -classics.

two -

the clock
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THE  NATIONAL POETS

Alfred Kreymborg is an ingratiat-
ing personality., 1 still recall with
'pleasure his unpresumptuous auto-
iblography, Troubadour, in Wwhich
there was much about the radical
hterary groups of New York City
m the days when it meant something
"to be a literary radical. A book
that, somehow, occurs to me to-

Esnnc Golidberg

oA STENCH RISES ’Té HEAVEN

. The full extent te which the
‘Watch -and. Ward Society of Mas-
sachusetts: has rendened itsel malo-
dowous in the public mostrils becomes
mbre and more evidenf from the ex-
pressions of opinie—public and
prwate-—-that appear #n the Boston

press daily... Some of the papers,
such as the Herald amd the Trav-

¢lex, ~are caling frankly for. the
dissolution. of the &elf-appointed
peepers. Their work ‘has always

replebented a usurpatiom of police
authority, and, a gratuitous activity
on the part of more or Yess psvchc-
pathic busy-bodxeq

It will ‘be recalled that: tke Dun.
ster House Bookshop, having told
& Society detective that it had no
eopies of Lady Chotterldy’s Lover
En stock, was nevertheless arged to
procure one, Having compiied with
the wishes of this pseudo-qustomer,
the. clerkand owner were: arrested
and fined... Public opinion @lazed up
against. this method of mainufactur-
firigr the -evidence in order to pro-
cure it, with the result ‘that the
Society received some very unwhole-
some publicity.

Now it appears possibley according
to a letter printed in the Boston
Herald of January 27, 71930, that
gomebody more or less closely asso-
ciated with the Wateh qand Ward
actually sold the bookshop the copy
of the forbidden movel v order to
wnale certain that the evidance would
be forthcoming!

It sounds heinous. 1 wiil follow
this up, and report upon the find-
fngs.

It appears, from such evidence
as is already in hand, that the
Watch and Ward Society, and or-

ganizations of like nature, awe really
in business not to purify public
morals, but to secure convictions.

They “are. a menace.

They lead the innocent into temp-
tation, trading upon that most ele-
mertal necessity: the necessity of
making a living. They need watch-
ers over ' themselves. = Who shall
guard these guardians? Or, as one
of George Gershwin's songs had it:
“Someone to Watch Over Me!”

gether with the name of Troubadour
is Floyd Dell’s Intellectual Vaga-

bondage, which is a more precise
history of the same days. Well,
Kreymborg, as -a vacation from

writing poetry, has written a huge
tome on’ America’s singers. The
name of the, rambling history is
taken from the title of a poem by
Robert Frost. The book is pub-
lished by the Coward-McCann Cem-
pany, at $5. It is well worth it.
Kreymborg begins at the beginning
and winds up with today, right next
door to where you live, Crities
have agreed that his work is not teo
selective; that it is too long; that,
toward the end, when space becomes
more precious and writers too m
merous, he turns into a catalogue;
that his impressions are too pgr-
sonal (what else should they be%).

And this, that, and the other.
Agreed, for the sake of avoiding
a wordy argument. What they

should have seen, and what they
should have been grateful forx, is
Kreymborg himself, roaming all
thraugh the pages. °
For each of the salient figuyes
of our poetry this poet is willing
to give up an entire chapter. Lesne"r
fizures are bunched. There are maxy
extracts from the poems. - The ex-
cerpts are not, perhaps, invariahly
such as you and 1 would have
chosen as representative. What of
it? The important thing is that
Kreymborg makes his task sesm
relevant tc finer living, and gives
one the feeling that poetry is gosd
fun and an insight into the indi-
vidual and the national life.
Sometimes Kreymborg is ecareless.
He will write such a sentence as
this: “Did not the whole countrx:
contribute contributions to the mo%u.
ment?” As a matter of tight writ-
ing, the noun contributions could
have been left out. It is what
grammarians know as a ‘cognate
accusative”—the object repeating,
that is, the idea of the accom-
panying verb. So, without any
sense of reptttlon, we say, “Sing
song.” But “contribute - contribu-
tions” is awkward, drawing attention
to itself. There is a queer type-
graphical error on page 105, in
which the technical scheme of the
Kalevala is called “unrhymed tro-
chaic diameter.,” Diameter is a

mistake, of course, for dzmater, i e,
two measure verse,

But away with these proof—read-
ers” quibbles!

Our Singing Strength is written
with a strong sense of song. It is
by a poet for peet-lovers. It makes
an easy, a pleasant, and a reliable
—though - not mfallibie—introduction
to the subjeet

Y o3 @
VULGAR EX-HIBITIONISM

First we had Sex Fiction. Now
we are threatened with Ex Fiction,
which is both sexy and ex-y. If you
don’t know what I'm talking about,
recall -a pair of recent titles: FEx-
Wife, then Ewx-Husband. The latter,
I am told, was a parody; so much
the better. And now, from Brenta-
no's, at %2, comes Ex-Mistress. Soon
we shall have Exz-Gigolo, and a host
of other ex-cesses. It was to be ex-
pected. There; you see I've failen
a victim myself.

This Ex-Mistress is anonymous, It
had better remain so, It is, on the
face of it, cheap. Its humor is
elephantine, when it is not hippopota-
mic. (And if that werd isn’t in
vour Webster’s, I make you and the

dictionary a gift of it. Later; It
is!)

When a book must lean upon
“What-the-hells”  to stir laughter;
when it must be forever on the
verge of obscenitv—implied, of
course; when it is simply the slut-

tish follow-up of an essentially
sluttish predecessor—well, it'll have
tc do without the indorsement of
this fellow with the graying hair.
It’s mlldly amusing for some per-
sons, 1 imagine; it can’t do anybody.
any harm. It is simply vulgar, un-
dignified, not funny and a general
waste of precious reading time.

Just X this Ex off your list, unless
you have been mingling recently
with ' persons of excessive refine-
ment and need a change.

AN "ATTIC” PHILOSOPHER

The Mind ot Mischicf. Tricks and
Deceptions of the Subconscious and
How to Cope With Them. By Wil-
liam S. Sadler, M. D, F. A. C. S.
New York. Funk & Wagnalls, $4.

Dr. Sadler deals entertainingly,
speculatively and  authoritatively
with that attic of the human body
called the mind. He brushes away
the cobwebs and lets in the healing
light of the sun, At moments you
begin to fear that he is walking
on eggs, but he fools you. He
knows what he wants to say and
he has his own method of approach.

We are suffering today from a
plethora of books on the mind and
its functioning. Most of them re-
veal the anemic funetioning of the
authors’ minds. Sadler is a reliéf

wo RKS Of c LA R E N CE He Denounces Peaple’s P;t Né;;o;s

Astoun

POST Words,
PA i D

ARRO

di‘ng’ Bargain! Best

Liberal, Progressive Read-
ing---1,157 Pages, 300,000

Almost 2 Pounds
for $ 1

1 lN‘TRIGUlNG
CONTAINING THE FOLLOWING TITLES

 Is "Capitai Punishment Justi-
fied? Debate vs, Judge Talley:
* Is " Prohibition Right? Debate
¥s. Johp Haynes Holmes.

Is Eife Worth Living? Debate
ws.. Frederick Starr. '

Is the Buman Race Gettﬂng Any-
where? . Debate vs. Starr.

A Persian Pearl. Essay en the
Rubsiyat of Omar Khayyam.

Insects and Men: Imstinct and
Ragson.

Voltaire, Wko Fooled Priest and
King.

The Skeleton tn the Closet.
Essay on Walt Whitman.
. Essay on John P. Altgeld.
Reéalism in Literature and Art.
- Essay on Robert Burns,

Essay on Geo. Burman Foster. .

 Some Paragraphs Addressed to
Somhsts.

The Ordeal of Prohibition.

The Edwardses and the Jukeses,
Question of Heredity.

Are We Machines?
Dr, Will quant.

Can the Individual Control His
Conduct? ‘Debate vs. Prof. Smith.

Dry-Law Debate vs. Wayne B,
Wheeler.

Do Human Beings Have Free
Wil? Debate vs. Prof. Foster.

Resist Not Ewil.
Non-resistance.

An Eye for an Ewye.
novel,

Plea in Defense of Loeb and
Leopold, the Boy Murderers, .

Darrow wvs. Bryan in the Fa-
mous Scopes Anti-Evolution Case.

The Defense of a Negro,
mous Dr.

Debate vs.

Digcussion of

Compfete

Sweet Case im Detroit,

A Day Witk Clarenece Darrow.

Easnly Worth $3--AII Yours for $1
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AGE/
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and Malces - Them ‘Like lt'

CLARENCE DARROW

The name of CLARENCE DaRrRow is
{amous throughout the world as that
of a liberal, agnostic, progressively
forward-looking lawyer. In the
courts Clarence Darrow has proved
himself an attorney extraordinary,
but he has done more. He has al-
ways defended, and in his defense
of great labor cases; in his defense
of Dr. Sweet, the Detroit Negro ac-
eused of murder when defending his
home from an angry mob; in his
defense of Scopes, the Dayton
teacher who taught evolution in Ten-
sessee—in all of these and other
cases, Darrow has shown magnifi-
cent generosity te the oppressed and
3 depth of human wunderstanding
and sympathy that has seldom been
equaled, Clarence Darrow believes
ir humanity.. As a liberal and ag-
nostic, Darrow is better known and
has more - influence probably than
any man since Col. Ingersoll, In
his debates with such men as Prof.

Foster, Will Durant, Frederick
Starr, John Haynes Holmes, ete,,
Darrow shows the same likeable

qualities, the same dynamic person-
ality, the same wit and the same
pity for those needing defense. Read
the works of this man; be amazed,
be enlightened, he persuaded! Just
a .dollar bill—the greatest bargain
in the history of publi‘shing‘

Dept. R-4, Girard, Kansas
1 enclose $1.

Name .,......

R R R R A )

City vvivnenienene,

LR R I SR N Y

IUST PIN A DOLLAR TO THIS BLANK

Haldeman-Julius Publications,

Send me postpaid the Works of Clarence Darrow,
in 18 intriguing sections, containing 26 titles.

.. Address....
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State. .

..‘..-,.--oouoc;@uv,_

Fhe

from this welter of self- appemt#d
physicians to the soil. He has, too,
a penchant for the study of so-
called .-spiritualism, - and his bogk is
original for the manner in which
it- carries - the: findings  about the
unconsgcjous  inte the reaim of the
clairvoyants and other such deceiv-
ing and self-deceiving gentry.

Another feature -of Dr. Sadler’s
work is that it does not leave the
reader with a sense of gloom.

'S
PLEASE! - _

I have begun, of late. tc be as-
sailed” again ‘with requests for im-
formation as to where certain for-
bidden books may be bought. 1In the
first place, I don’t know. In the
second, 1 don’t care. In the third,
if T entered into correspondence on
such a- matter 1 should open myself
to the sadistically severe punish-
ment meted out by the law for the
infraction of the various “thou-
shalt-nots"” in the code. So, kind and
indulgent readers, please don't waste
your time and wmine with such re-
quests. Whenever a worthy bodk
happens along, licit or illicit, I speak
of it as entertainingly as 1 can.
The law has power only over certain
of my actions; my opinions it can
neither dictate nor alter. But neither
the aldeman-Julius  Publications
nor I am in the business of selling
prohibited literature or giving in-
formation as to where it may be
procured: Nor, to gratify a read-
er's euriosity—however laudable, in-
noeent or well-meaning—can we af-
ford to open. ourselves to prosecu-
t)on

CORGS
e L4

Haldeman—Julius: A Vignette

[Popular Biography s the title
of o very attractive mnewcomer in
the magazine field. It specializes in
sketches and character portrayals of
celebrated personalities, both of the
past and of the present, In the Feb-
ruary number appears the foliowing
sketch of E. Haldeman-Julius, by
Isaac Goldberg.)

BY ISAAC GOLDBERG.

Composite of the man of thought
and the man of action, of the ideal-
ist and the showman, of the radical
and the opportunist, of the writer
and the publisher, of the recluse and
the publicist, Emanuel Haldeman-
Julius has dramatized himself in
the minds of the American people
as the presiding genius of the Little
Blue Books.

An almost inecomprehensible num-
ber of these books have been sold,
and Haldeman-Julius has told their
story in his The First Hundred Mil-
lion. A strange, a fascinating story
it is, with wvaluable sidelights upon
problems of American publishing and
the psychology of the American
reader,

Haldeman-Juhus put Girard, Kan-
sas, on the map. And it was not
so long ago that, under. fire from
the: opponents 8f companionate mar-
riage, he thre¥tened to remove it
For it was. his talented daugher,
Josephine, whose -marriage suddenly |
focused the ‘attention of the country
upon what previously.had been, aftex
all,. but a piquant theory of h!s
friend, Judge Ben Lindsey.

.Before marriage he had; himself,
been . plain Julius; -it was.at his
marriage to Marcet: Haldeman that,
as a symbol of their union, he added
to his own name the patronymic of
his wife.

Not a conventional fellow, then.
And, equally, not a self-conscious
bohemian. Haldeman-Julius’ theo-

rvies of life come out of life, not
out of books. Born of immigrant
parents in Philadelphia, on July 30,
1889, he carly worked himself free
of the superstitions and customs
that so often pass for religion. His
academic trammg was limited to the
routine of t,e public . grammar
schools. For a year or two after
he left day school, he made sporadic
visits to night school, Clearly, he
was not happy’i_n his surroundings,
and he was groping. For a time,
amusingly enough, he served as bell-
boy for the Castle School. for Girls,
and beguiled his - plentiful leisure
with eager reading. ’

It was this unconventional, self-

a personality—a rebellious person-
ality that shortly found comfort in
the pre-war idealism of the Socialist
party. Emanuel was soon orating
from soap-boxes; he was writing
for the radical press. Some of his
finest prose etchings come from
these hard days, from the trail that
led him all ‘ovér the country.

When I first got to know him he
was Sunday editor of The New
York Call. Life had worn his sharp
edges round; but it had not tamed
him. His Socialist phase had been:
an- admirable discipline; he retains
its' collective ideology, but has long
since shed its political idealisms.

Haldeman-Julius has now his own
definite points of view: he iz the

tieth-century discx‘ple of Diderot and
Voltaire; he is a- free-lance in poli-
ticg,*'in culture, “in sexology. But
he ‘doés net impose his notions upon
others; and while he does not carry
the: principle of “toleration to the
point of absurdity, he makes ample
allowance for differences of opinion.
. For a time, during the heyday of
the Little Blue Books, he seemed to
have abandoned authorship, after do-
ing that excellent novel, Dust, in col-
laboration with his wife, Dust takes
a preminent place’ among our nowels
of the Middle West. Of late, how-
silence. The First' Hundred Millien,
Qutline of Bunh, The

Americen Parcde-—these divulge the

-directed course, and not his ortho.|
dox  schooling, that turned him into

avowed enemy of religion—a twen-|

ever, he has made up for his long |

Big }

secrets of his trade and the attxtudes
of his heart. Only a few months
ago appeared another novel, again
in coligboratiean with his wife, en-
titled Violence. It exposes the dou-
ble standard of justice that holds
sway in the traditional South.

His early days were a physical
and an intellectua! migration. His
marriage stabilized him. After it,

1 believe, his literary manner soft-
ened, his spirit grew more tolerant.

He strikes me as one ef the hap-
piest fellows alive, And 1 attribute
much of this happiness to the suc-
cegsful union of his salient qualities.
He has his horses and his automo-
biles and his dogs. The active busi-
ness man in him, the super-sales-
mar (didn't Charlie Finger say that
there was not a little of Barnum
in- Emanuel?), the radical thinker,
the artist—these find free expression
in the House of Haldeman—Juhus
that he built in Girard,

The man that he was is to be
discovered in those admirable vig-
net\tes gathered under the title The
Color - of Life. [Little Blue Book
No. 72). He was then, as he re-
mains essentially today, a worshiper
of beauty. “The conquerors have
withdrawn into wothingness. The
masters of men have gone to/ dust.
The great have fallen before me,”
proclaims the King of Time,

in one of his early prose-poems.
“For I give immortality omnly te
things of beauty. Oh, Children of
Time, if you would live forever,

build a temple or sing a song!”

In Girard he built his temple and
still sings his songs.

It is peculiarly appropriate that
Haldeman-Julius, while ridding him-
self of the labels of radicalism.
could have achieved practically all
the freedoms that these labels des-
ignated.

Girard, Kansas, is today one of the
world’s clearing houses for modern
and modernist ideas. It acts, under
Haldeman-Julius’ eager, curious,
hospitable direction, as intellectual
liaison officer for millions of readers
in every stage of cultural advance-
ment.

Haldeman-Julius, Free-lance! And
that lance, as he enters now upon
the labors of his maturity, will be a
sort of fairy wand, now transformed
into a pen for tales of the imagina-
tion, now into a sword for the
follies of man and mass, now into
a pin to prick bubbles with, now
into a goad with which to prod
along his own dancing self. A lance
as instrument of power; and free-
dom in whiech to wield it. Is mnot

this the proper symbol for unfet-
tered, dynamic, self-controlled
viduality‘?

indi-

the
Master of Death, the Father of Life,|

Booze and Birth Control—A Case
of Catholic Inconsistency
[Catholic logic, whether it deals
with abstractions of theology or with
the praeetical affairs of life. mever
assumes even the siumple virtus of
consistency. Perhaps consistency 1is
regarded as wvery unimportant from
the dogmatic point of view; what is
said officially by u leading member
of the Catholic hievarchy 1is. sup-
posed to be taken thoughtlessly as
true, without eriticism of its contra-
dictions and absurdities. Non-Cath-
olics, at any rate, will perceive the
justice and common sensc. of the
following open letter from Uplon
Sinclair to Cardinal O’Connell,
even Catholics. we should think,
would be able to seze¢ the point so
plainly and foreibly made by Sin-

clair.]

William Cardinal O’Connell,
Holy Cross Cathedral,
Boston, Mass.

Dear Sir:

1 note a new;paper report of your:
sermon in which wou ecall upon re-
formers and Dbelievers in
causes to follow the example of
Christ, who “gave the commission

to .His church to teach, to influence:
{by word and example,

in His spirit
of gentleness and moderation.”

The remainder of the quotaticn
makes clear .that  you are referring
to the prohibition law, You are pro-
testing against the use of the. police
power to suppress the traffic in
booze. That is your opinion, and
you have a perfect right to advo-
cate  it, in church or out. But I
note what seems to be a great in-
consistency, and I am moved to ask
you ta explain. i

Not so ‘long ago I read a letter
from a woman, the mother of eight
children by a husband who did not
obey the prohibition law. This wo-
man wished to avoid having more
children by a drunken husband. She
could not support the children, and
she appealed for knowledge about
birth control. Any one who sent
her this knowledge would have been
breaking the law, and becoming lia-
ble to a long jail sentence, As it
happens, this law is approved by
your church, and has been supported
by you in many sermons.  Can you
not understand how strange it seems
to an outsider that a shepherd of
Christ should support the right of
the booze interests to make drunk
the husband of this woman, while
denying to the woman the precious
knowledge which would: free her
from slavery, and free society from
having to take care of the defective
progeny of a drunkard?

It ha;ppens that T am the author

And’

public!

lof a novel called OIL" In the eourse

of that novel one of the charaecters
refers to the possibility “of birth
control. He does not give any in-
formation as to how to praectice it;
yet, because of the mere statement
that birth control can be practiced,
the sale of (0il was banned in the
city of Boston, and I am reliably
informed that the_action was taken
upon the initiative of the Catholics.
I know that it was a Catholic super-
intendent of police whe arrested me
for selling the book, and a Catholic
attorney who told my lawyer “that he
would personally see to it that I got
six months in jail. It is generally
reported and believed in Bostor that
these Catholic officials are inspired
by you in this matter, and it is well
known that you have denounced birth
control on .many occasions. 1 ask
you, in all sincerity, to explain to
me what is the difference, and the
reason for your inconsistency in
i this matter. You wish to deal with
| bootleggers and wholesale makers
and sellers of alcoholiec poisons after
the fashion of Christ, “to teach, to
im‘henee by word and example, in
His spirit of gentleness and modera-
tion.” Why are you not willing to
employ the same Christly means in
dealing with those who teach birth
control? Why do you favor going
after them with a $5,000 fine and
a five-year jail sentence?

1 note that in defense of the
booze traffic you denounce what you
call ““a frantic and futile attempt
to compel wvirtue by statute.” Why
do you not apply the same logic to
the effort to suppress birth eontrel?
Why is all your vreligious ardor
poured out in defense of boatleggers,
and none in the defense of the ele-
mentary right of mer and women
to seek knowledge, and to communi-
cate it to others?

I ask you these questions in entire
good faith. 1 am not the only one
who is puzzled by the attitude of
yourself and your church. This
letter will be read by millions of
both Catholics and non-Catholics all
over the world. ‘I hope, therefore,
that you will take occasion to make
me a frank answer, and I promise
in advance to give it out for publi-
cation, complete and unabridged. -As
it happens, I really believe in using
the methods of Christ in defense of
my beliefs. I am. perfectly willing
for the other side to have a hearing;
and, no matter how wrong or dan-
gerous I may consider certain ideds,
I have never had the wish to send
anybody to jail for advocating them.

Sincerely,
UPTON SINCLAIR.

Wit is sure to be resented as im-
pertment when it hits a true mark.

CLOTHBOUND BOOKS

VIOLENCE a novel of Southern psychology— -
- —passions flame hotly south of the Mason and
Dixon line!-—by Marcet and E. Haldeman-

Julius; cloth 374 pages,

$2.65 .

R R

lar price $3.15

............

THE STORY OF RELIGIOUS CONTROVERSY, by

Joseph McCabe—all the facts

his religions—cloth, 623 pages, regular price
.$4.85 postpaid
THE OUTLINE OF BUNK, by E. Haldeman-Julius
—the story of mankind from a debunker’s
viewpoint—cloth, 502 pages, regular price
.$2.98 postpaid
KING HENRY THE RAKE by Clement Wood—
the lively story of King Henry VIII of England
and his women—cloth, 327 pages. .

$5.25

...................

$4.25

.......... v ae e e

.

SEXUAL APATHY AND COLDNESS IN WOMEN
(and how to cure it!), by Walter M. Gallichan
—discusses frigidity in men and women and
how to overcome it—cloth, 183 pages. . ... -

.....................

CLEOPATRA S PRIVATE DIARY, by
Thomas—a sprightly novel of racy wit—cloth,
306 pages, regular price $2.15.

STRICTLY PRIVATE! by Maurice Chideckel—
the intimate diary of a doctor;

the truth!—cloth, 334. pages.

THE FIRST HUNDRED MILLION, by E. Halde-
man-Julius—the inside story of pubhshmg, be-
hind the scenes with authors and editor—cloth,
340 pages, regular price $3.15, $1.98 postpaid

| INFIDELS AND HERETICS, by Clarence Darrow

.| and Wallace Rice—an agnostic’s anthology; the

golden book of freethinkers; the best expres-

sions of liberalism from the world’s literature,
cloth, 293 pages, regular price $3.15.....
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DUST (A Novel), by Mr. and Mrs. E. Haldeman-
story of marriage—cloth,
rezular price $1.90

Julins—a gnppmj
251 pages, 6th edition,
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LEATHERBOUND WINSTONS SIMPLIFIED DIC-
‘TIONARY, bound in genuine morocco leather,

824 pages, rounded corners,

~over 800 pictures, full-page plates in color,
-boxed, regular price $3......$2.48 postpaid

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

: . .$2.50 postpaid
THE BIG AMERICAN PARADE, the newest book

by E. Haldeman-Julius—an incisive, serious re-
view of American life—cloth, 424 pages, regu-

...........

WONDERBOOK

regular price

lustrated ..

$2.85 postpaid

400 pages .
SEX AND THE

ing—honest,

about man and

pages

$3.15 postpaid 242 pages .

tional novel

$2.65 postpaid
Henry

-----

BEST LlNCOLN

. $1-98 pOStpmd ham LIBCOInr

the doctor tells

.$2.65 postpaid (m English).

----- s

tion (College

mous novel,

$2.98 postpaid
—cloth, 1,39
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..$1.35 postpaid INGERSOLLIA,

mottled edges,

tion—cloth, 322 pages
ATLAS OF THE WORLD, Latest Census Edition,

new and complete, colored maps, cloth, 349

pages, regular price $2.65..

THE THEOLOGICAL WORKS OF THOMAS
PAINE, including ‘“‘The "Age of Reason,” “The
Rights of Man,” etc., cloth, 447 pages

one volume ..

THE WANDERING JEW, by Eugene Sue—one of
the best known novels in the. world’c bteratun

'OF KNOWLEDGE, by Henry

Chase Hill—the marvels of modern industry
and invention, the interesting stories of common
things, the mysterious processes of nature sim-
ply explained—cloth, 600 pages, profusely il-

.$2.65 postpaid

DECREARY ERC R

INGERSOLL’S 44 GREAT LECTURES, by Robert
G. Ingersoll—masterpieces of iconoclasm and
progressive thinking; some of the most bril-
liant orations in the English language—cloth,

$1.19 postpaid
LOVE-LIFE, by William J. Field-
stralghtforward, scientific informa-
$2.65 postpaid

...............

.$2.68 postpazd

..........

THE STORY OF A TERRIBLE LIFE, by Basil

Tozer—inside facts about the
Traffic; the biography of a ‘“Madame”—cloth,

White Slave
.v...$2.65 postpaid

P N A

ELMER GANTRY, by Sinclair Lewis—the sensa-

about a sinning preacher—432
..$1.15 postpaid

.$1.45 postpaid
STORIES wﬂ and humor of Abra.
cloth, 117 pages. . .49¢ postpaid

.......

LES MISERABLES, by Victor Hugo—a complete

edition in one volume of the great French novel

cloth, 1,167 pages......
..$1.85 postpud

D N R B

THE GOOSE STEP, A Study of American Educa-

s), by Upten Sinclair—who owns

the colleges and why’———cloth 488 pages.

.$2.00 postpmd

MYSTERIES OF PARIS, by Eugene Sue—a fa-

cloth, 1312 pages, complete in
... $1.85 postpaid

“ s s ae e

7 pages, one volume. ... ...
...............$185 postpqd
memorial - edmon, containing gems

. of thought from works of Rohert G. Ingersoll,
cloth, 322 pages............$1.08 postpaid

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF JOSH BILLINGS,
famous humorist’s complete works in ene vol-

ume, cloth, 504 pages........$1.17. postpmd
Haldeman- .Iuhus Publzcatwns, Glrard, Kansas
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- Around the Table
Chats Aniong the Editor and His Readers
By E. Haldeman-Julius

: INING COMPANIONATE MARRIAGE

wspaper sensationalism, with all
eadlines and highly colored
jses, has treated . companionate
age .very obscurely. It has not
pined what are the actual and
the theoretical aspects of this rela-
tionship—or perhaps 1 should say
“proposed” rather than “theoretical,”
inasmuch as the proposals (asse-
ciated in the popular mind with the
figure of Judge Ben Lindsey of Den-
ver) are practical enough, Feature
writers in the daily press, trying to
be ‘“smart” rather than intelligent,
have written about companionate
marriage in a misconceived style of
frivolity. and faney, while moralists,
including many preachers, have de-
nounced the proposal in most unfair,
exaggerated terms. It is no wonder,
then, that there should be a good
deal of confusion on this subject
among those who know it only as
they have met it amid the confusion
of story-seeking rather than truth-
seeking journalism; who have not
read Judge Lindsey’s own books and
articles setting forth his views, or
who have not read the Little Blue
Books which discuss clearly all the
points of companionate marriage,
(See Judge Lindsey’'s Views on Com-
panionate Marriage, by Marcet Hal-
deman-Julius, - Little Blue Book No.
1250; Why 1 Believe in Companicn-
«te Marriage, by Marcet Haldeman-
Julius, Little Blue Bopk No. 1258;
Should Conpanionate Marriage Be
Legalized? a debate by Harry Hib-
schman vs. Sam Grathwell, Littie
Blue Book No. 1348; Why I Believe
i Trial Marriage, by Clement Wood,
Little Blue Book No. 1347,

Because companionate marriage
has had more publicity than candid,
intelligent explanation, I have re-
ceived a number of letters from both
men and women inquiring variously
what States permit companionate
marriage, what are the laws gov-
erning companionate marriage, what
particular ceremony if any is re-
quired for companionate marriage,
and so on. I cannot reply to-all
these letters individually. But here
I shall give a collective explanation.

At present in all the States of
America companionate marriage fis
distinguished from any other sort
of marriage only by the attitude of
the married pair. Legally, a couple
who enter into what they call a
companionate marriage have pre-
cisely the same status as any others.
They are subject to the samec laws
governing marriage; and they must
go through exactly the same pra-
cedure to obtain a divorce. They
enter frankly into marriage, how-
ever, with the ideal of* companion-
ship and not the ideal of a family,
with children and all the economie
responsibilities of a family and home.
They sre, let us say, a young cou-
ple who are facing life experimen-
tally; they feel .the strong urge of
sex and love, but they are not ece-
nomically in a position to bear the
burdens and responsibilities which
traditionally are associated with
marriage; neither are they so rash
7as to entertain the positive convic-
tion that they two, and none other,
are perfectly and mystically meant
to be mates and that they will be
always harmonious, not only in the
spirit of romantic love, but in the
practical adjustments of life,

In fact, many couples go inte
marriage with quite the same atti-
tude as those who call themselves
companionate caouples: only the lat-
ter are clearer and, I should say,
braver in their attitude. And these
couples who acknowledge an open,
intelligent, experimental attitude to-
ward marriage have also more fairly
the spirit of companionship: they
are more apt to guide themselves
by the realities instesd of the tra-
ditions  of marriage. = Birth control
is practiced by wmany wha do not
say that they are living in a eom-
panionate marriage relationship; and
many couples recognize in faet
(whatever they may pretend in the-
ory) the aspects of failure in mar-
riage and, if they do not make a
g0 of it, seek vrelief (and quite
rightly) in divorce.

“Companionate marriage is an hon-
est, inteiligent expression of a mod-

| CHALLENGE

you that I will teach you, by mail in
one " lesson, the simplest, shortest,
method. Not telepathy. You can read
one® mind to a dot by only Jooking
in the eves of partner, chum, sweet-
heart, etc. Praised by New Yeork,
Boston, Montreal Police Chiefs, eol-
leges, . Thuvston, Blackstone, ete, If
fake, let them arrest me. Send in
all $1.00.. A. Honigman Sta. E. P. O,
B 85, Sec: Halfre 7, Montreal, Can.’
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ern attitude toward sex associatiom,
toward marriage, toward divoree: ¥
states clearly on principle what is
a very common attitude and prac-
tice: individuals adjust themselves
‘to the contradictions between the
conventional idea of marriage and
the demands, stresses, and uncertain-
ties of actual living—and, in the
'present state of our laws, these ef-
forts at adjustment are ofen com-

fused and hampered; those who be. !

lieve in companionate marriage ade
vocate as a legally recognized, soeia)
ideal a custem of marriage whick
in an unrecognized private way is
very general.

Two main demands are made by
the advocates of companionate mar-
riage, demands which would fully
legalize their ideal: they demand

that birth control information skall

be given, in a legal and scientific
way, to couples wishing to marry
for companionship only and who
wish also to prove by a peried of
reasonable association whether they
are suited for a permanent nnien:
and they demand that such mar-
riages, when they are childless, shall
be legally disseluble at the request
of the couple, who alone (obviously)
are invelved in the matter. Neithey

birth control information nor divorce:

by mutual consent (for ehildless,
companionate couples) is now pos-
sible under the laws of any State,

True, birth control is widely prac-
ticed; true, many couples have the
ideal of companionship and of &
mutuai testing and experimenting
when they enter into marriage; true,
many arrange for a divorece when,
after several years of marriage, they
discover that they have made a
serious mistake. But at present
there an indefensible confusion
and contradiction in our attitude,
and especially in our laws, con-
cerning this important relationship;
and the traditional ideal of map-
riage needs, not to be destroyed,
but to be adjusted and hroadened
to fit the conditions of modern life.

A number of couples, franker than
others and having a more rational,
coherent, clearly thought attitude
toward marriage, proclaim the com-
panionate ideal and bring a differ-
ent, a modern spirit to the marriage
relationship. A number of parents
recognize the special need of com-
panionate marriage for young peo-
ple who are not capable, econom-
ically, of bearing the traditionally
demanded responsibilities of ar-
riage: and these parents faver mar-
riage with sych an understanding
{the parents stijll contributing, in
whole or in part, to the support of
the young couple) rather than sur-
reptitious, unguided sex associations.

Companionate marriages, however,
are regarded in law as ordinary
marriages—legally there is no dif-
ference. A companionately married
couple ‘may diseaver, as best they
can, the technique of birth control:
but the "State, while it does not
prevent the practice of, does not
recognize birth control and a fed-
eral postal law defines as a crime
the mailing of birth control infarma-
tion. Failing in marriage—that is
to say, discovering that they two
particularly are not suited for such
a union permanently— the compan-
ionately married couple may seek a
divorce by the method (illegal but
generally practiced nevertheless) of
collusion: but the couple must go
through the divoree procedure of
the particular State in which they
seek’ such relief; and divorce by
mutual consent is not permitted in
the law of any State,

These are the simple facts about
companionate marriage.
LI ’
‘WHEN THE POPE VISITS US
Predicting - that the Peperthe
papa, as it were, of the world's
200,000,000 Catholies g
America’s 15,000,600 Catholics—will
hustle on 'hi¢ glad regalia in the
uncertain future and pay a visit to

18

‘the United States, Eile H. Morrison

(New York) permits herself the lib-
erty to wonder amusedly what sort
of reception wilt be accorded to the
Most ‘High and Infallible Papa of
the medievalists, That such an ad-
vent would call forth a most gandy
splash of praopaganda and ceremo-
nials and interviews and assorted
jim-jams is, of course, enfirely cer-
tain. " The Catholies put on a pro-
digious. albeit idiotic, show. They
have the greatest organization en
earth for impressing the weak minds
of the unjadicious and for making
the judicious sneeze—the sneeze in-
dicating a divided mind, struggling

between the tendencies to laugh and'

swear. For Catholicism fs ridicu-

lous; but it is also damnable end/

powerful,
But let us derive 8 moment's en.

tertainment from Miss Morrison’s|f3ll " A
| vidiculous, which affects in some way
for other (and inevitably' in a bad

speculations. She writes;

Don’t you think you should begin
a laughing campaign on the sure-
i to-come visit of the Pape?
Who is to pay for his wvisit?
Where is he to be housed?
Who is to entertain him? .
What public honors will be
heaped upon him? .
How many of us must submit,
politely, to bis “blessings”?
Will the representstives of the
other churches scramble to wmeet

bim and stand below him in publici

functions? :

Will the streets be cleared amd

including |

Jeonsists in looking at

buginess  be suspended for church
- parades? i

" How ecan or will our thousands
. of policemen (Catholies mostly)
attend to their duties with such
shows going on? i

Where will the taxpayer come in
on all this?

Was the Chieago scheol teach-
ers’ money spent on the ecurious
wisit of subordinates to us some
time ago?

Will Mr. and Mrs. Hoover sit
on either side of His Holiness, as
the
in_Rome not long ago?

Will we kill gch other soram-
bling to get into cathedrals o be
bleswed ?

Will the presiding officer of omr
Senate give up his seat to him?

-Will the Pope and his entourage
wear all their church clothes In
the street and elsewhere?

‘What will net our orators say
about and to him!

How many “titles” (to what?)
will be asked of him and gra-
ciously granted!

What a fuss! What a wmues!
What a cost! P
Lively as her interrogative picture

is, Miss Morrison could not hope to
hint at the half of what will fussily,
frothily oceur when or if the Pope
decides personally to shed the light
of his presence upon hiz 15,000,000
American “children,” And I haven’t
the heart to attempt a more elabor-
ate and precise vision of such a
smashing jamboree, Tt is enough
to say that we should have one of
the most flabbergasting exhibitions
of excrueiatingly pyramided non-
gsense that the world ever beheld.
Reeall the Eucharistic' Congress—
the Pope’s visit would he so much
worse that the bootleggers, enter-
prising and conscientiously produc-
tive as those gentlemen are, would
be swamped beyond their capacity
with orders for the antidote. In
a mad world, is not drunkenness
relatively sane? Or perhaps I should
say that drunkenness might be re-
garded-—-not by Upton Sinclair nor
Senator Borah nor Clarence True
Wilson, of course—as a relief from
8 too prolonged gaze of sanity upon
the spectacle of insanity. Ome thing
I am sure of, and it is not an in-
vitation to drunkenness: namely, the
world can be much more intelligently
geen through the bottom of a quart
bottle of whiskey than through the
monstrous, mad medium of Catholic
belief.

From the Catholic point of view,
it might be very clever palicy for
the Pope to visit America. It is to
this country, I believe, that the
Catholic leaders look most hopefully
for prosperity and prestige, There
is no doubt that Catholicism is very
dependent upon its millions of fol-
lowers in America and the millions
of dellars it collects regularly from
this meost profitable province of the
“holy Roman empire” of medieval
faith, -

If the Pope = visits the United
States and will stop at Girard be-
tween trains—a longer stop would
be intolerable—I shall be pleased to
present him .with a set of Joseph
McCabe’s The True Story of the
Roman Cathelic Church, '

o
4 FRENCH SCHOLAR WRITES ABOUT THE
LITTLE BLUE BOOKS

Books- suggest books and articles
and reviews—and thus an interesting
subject enlarges itself, as well as its
audience, in widening ripples of dis-
cussion. My readers will be pleased
to knew, for instance, that The First
Hundved Million (my book ahout
the Little Blue Books and the read-
ing habits of Americans) has been
specially discussed in an essay which
is to appear in the Mercure de
France of Paris. | have received
the following letter from Prof. Al-
bert ‘Schinz, author of the article:

It may interest you to know that

T have just corrected proofs of an

article inspired by your The First

Hundred Million, which is ta ap-

)ear - shortly in the Mereure de

rance, 26 Rue de Conde, Paris 6,

When the article will appear 1 do
. not know—but as I am leaving in

the early spring for my vacatien
in Europe, I thought I would men-
tion it te yom now. They dqo not
generally send reprints at the
Mgrewre de Fromee—if they do, I
will be glad to send you ene, As
you will see, I do not always
agree with your interpretation of
your figures; but your book in-
terests me very much. I have
taught in America for over twenty
years. My subject is French Lit-
eragtyre. I am now at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

The Mercure de France is a lead-
ing cultural and eritical publication
of France. And in France, by the
way, there has long been a respect-
ful familiarity with low-priced paper
editions of the best literature. Praf,
Schinz is the author of warks in
French, entitled La Pensee de Jegn-
Jaegues Roussequ and Lo  Pensee
Religieuse de Rousseau.

D)

Idess which are in themselves un-
worthy of criticism must often he
criticized because of their wunfortu-
nate influenice. One cannot ignore a
fallacy or a falsehood, however

way) the attitude of millions,

The most important feature of
progress is
thought. Civilization means culture,
and there can' be no great and
valuable culture without that atti-
tude of intellectual freedom which
life intelli-
gently. i

The odor of snctig; has. been

the womst stink im history,

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, L

Eing and Queen of Italy did

the . growth of freel

Have It My Own Way
BY JOHN W, GUNN.

A young man who was hanged in
Missouri the other day gave it as
his last word that if he had read the
Bible he wouldn’t have gone astray.
There is a fallacy in that remark,
and I am glad of it—very glad. 1
am glad indeed that negligence or
absolute inertia in Bible reading, an
indifference which is se widespread,
does not signify a propensity to-

ward murder and other deeds of ex-

treme unpleasantness. Life accord-
ing to this young man’s fallacious
theary would be intolerable: Hardly
anyone reads the Bible.
PR
In an account of a suicide, 1 read
that the act of self-destruction was
without any apparent motive, as “the
man was very wealthy.” Well? Per-
haps it was his wealth that got him
into a jam. Or perhaps he had
been so fortunate or unfortunate
as to have tasted all that life had
to offer and was therefore rteady
to die, : .
R I
From a pamphlet meant to im-
mortalize a sermon on “Christ or
the Red Fog,” I quote this symbolic

rendering of the choice between
righteousness and iniquity: “It is
either Christ or the Red Fog of

Communism. It is either the mar-
riage feast of ‘Cana or the brothel
of Lenin.” Half of this at
is obscure. The marriage feast of
Cana was signalized by the instan-
taneaus, magic manufacture of wine
through a twist of the Jesusian
wrist. How does this preacher re-
ally know that the feast didn't turn
into a drunken orgy? 1 don’t care
—I'd just like to know.
oo

THE SHAM OF THE NEWS REELS

If the history of our age were
conveyed to posterity via the movie
news reels alone, what a duyll and
silly and pointless history it would
be! The men and women of the
future might reasonably infer that
we had no interesting life to rep-
resent on the screen or that we were
not interested in life, Out of this
world that is so alive with brilliant,
profound, significant happenings,
what are we permitted to glimpse?

We see President Hoover standing
in front of the White House, and we
are informed that he has just
shaken hands with a delegatior from
the Chamber of Commerce of Boos-
terville, Iowa. They do—Hoover
and all—look like human beings.

There is a flash from a flower
parade in Pasadena: temporarily
great mnews for Pasadena maybe,
but is it that for the world?

For a bored moment we see a
group of boys ~skating on a pond
in Massachusetts: but we know it
is winter, and ice is on the waters,
and skating is seasonable.

Behold - 'next. the ' scéne..of a:fire
in an Ohio city. Are fires unusual
in Ohio? If there is any point of
significance in this scene, it must
be that the fire department arrived

*
e

in time to save half of the building..

Our appreciation of the thrilling
age in which we live is then height-
ened by a brief eyeful of a parrot
show in New York City. The par-
rots don’t-say what they think about
the show. And of course thinking
for us in such a connection would
be worse than idle.

Following the parrot exhibit comes
a look at Big Jim Smith, the big-
gest man in Montana, who has, to
add another feature of distinetion,
just been elected Grand Burger of
the Hamburger Club of his home
town: a club which is dedicated to
the promotion of bigger and better
hamburger sandwiches and which
has for its motto: “A Burg With-
out Hamburgers Is a Ham Burg!”

Then we are shown excitingly a
stretch of railroad track in Kansas,
with the information .that a half
mile of new ties has been laid only

the moment before the picture was

taken, ‘

Getting back to great news, we are|

or
Other from Europe—an editor or al-

privileged to watch Somehedy
politician or a golf celebrity or a
banker or a boxer-——stepping down
the gangplank of a steamer and,
to quote “Bill” Nye, “placing one
foat beforé another with almost hu-
man intelligence,” '

We must have variety even though
vapid, and so we are told that it is
“news” we are beholding in the
breathless moment. of its becoming
“news” when we see a well-known
actress trying om a fur ceat: this,
mind you, is net only “news” but
it is selected after a diligent quest
around the globe as one of the
major “news” events of the week,

But we have only a short pause
for wonder, when upon our vision
suddenly is concentrated the figure
of a Chicago policeman, with his

hand upraised at a tense moment

in the day’s labor of guiding traffic:
thus we know as a matter of reliable
“news” that Chicago has traffi¢ reg-
ulations and that they are enforced
by traffic officers wha wear uniforms
and stand, at the street cormers and
hold up their hands and blew their
whistles opportunely (we trust).

And finally no news ree! is com-

plete without the sight of a battle-
ship, or a practice artillery march
on an army reservation in Qklahoma,
or evolutions of sham warfare by
a fleet of airplanes at a military
field in Texas, or marines landing
at a Central American port and

immediately asking' (we  suppose)
whether the natives have anmy
bananas.

The news reels are 3 .combination

least |

of propaganda, pomposity and pues-
ility. Assuredly ours is a wonder-
ful age. But how could we guess
it from the news reels? j
LI

A Chicago man and his wife re-
turned home to discover burglars
in possession of their home. There
were four of the burglars, They get
into the house at 7:00 in the even-
ing, by representing themselves as
palicemen—not  difficult, = perhaps?
The job took ning hours—sa bit of
overtime, I sugpect, but ne doubt
it couyld be adjusted in hurglarian
economics. “They were nice sbout
it," the ewner of the home teld re-
Porters. “They simply locked us all
in the cedar closet, They left some
time after 4 o'clack. We got out
about 6 o'cleck. They cleaned the
house of everything—even my shirts,
ties and underwear. They got twa
fur coats of my wife, some jew-
elry and we're still checking the
rest, I'm wearing the only suit
Pve got new.” If the vietim says
the burglars were *njce,” what con-
cern have 'we to judge otherwise?
Such judgments are comparative
and personal and, whether from the
viewpoint of the victim or the bur
glars, touched- elusively with tems
perament. Quite arbitrarily, the
victim must be right when he says
that burglars are nice or not nice.

Very Impeortant

~A number of The Debunker read-
ers have complained at our poliey
in running the Joseph MecCabe series
(The True Btary ef the Remaen
Catholic Church) in that magasine
Their dissatisfaction i3 not with the
McCabe material byt with the ab-
sence, temporarily, of shorter artj.
cles. But do these readers realize
that they are getting material of
extraordinary value and that, to
stress only the finaneial value, they
are receiving this Catholic series
and a great deal more hesides for
the price of $1,50 whereas the spe-
cial sale price of the Catholic series
is $2.957

We felt that this great historiegl
and critical masterpiece by Joseph
McCabe was so very impertant that
we wished ta give it every possible
kind of circulation. And we felt,
too, that we were giving The De-
bunker readers a real privilege and
advantage: obviously, at the $1.50
yearly subscription price they have
saved money and they have been
privileged as the first readers of
this McCabe series—a work that
will create a sensation.

Haven’t The Debunker readers en-
joyed McCabe’s story of the Catholic
Church? Havent they realized ijts
rare, sensational importance? We

are sure they have and that, upon
will feel more than

-reflection, they
satisfied. -
Qf course the policy of running
short articles of contemporary life
will remain the permanent policy of
The Debunker; and after a few
more issues, completing the McCabe
srticles, The Debunker will return
to _its familiar style and suybject
matter. Meanwhile we are proud
to have run the series by Joseph
McCabe, certain that this very im-
pertant, unusual, specially written
series has been in keeping with the
high standard of The Debunker.

Bunk Out of Place

None of the periodicals coming to
our desk is more enjoyed than The
Literary Guide and Rationalist Re-
view, the journal of the Rationalist
Press Asseeiation in England. This
is all the more reason why we are
a bit diseoncerted te find, in the
midst of its clear and intelligible
rationalism, such an effusion of mys-
Heism as the following by a con-
tributor mamed Edward Yardley:

I shall have life immortal— -

Not of that dreadful everlasting
bliss

That some men crave—

But here on earth,

Livinﬁfagain, fighting the fight of

ife,

As all her creatures do,

The saered flame passed on,

Shall burn in men and women yet

to be :
Until the time when all,
Thig cosmie cycle ended,
8hal! hidden be in sweet
f.u.‘ﬂst-,

Undoubtedly those who believe in
reingarnation have a right to express
their belief, in poor werse or other-
wise, but we are surprised to find
such bunk in a journal devoted to
rationalism and to attacks upon the
superstitions of religion. 1t is bunk
out of place. .

forget-

It is queer how mystics try to
explain the mystery of life by.brush-
ing aside as unimportant or mis-
leading the simplest knowable facts
about life. The truth is that it is the
nature of the mystic to prefer mys-
tery to knowledge. He doesn’t really
wish ner try to explain any mys-
tery: he is not happy save in deal-
ing mysteriously with meaningless
words and fancies.

No greater harm can happen to
;men than te have their lives falsi-
fied and burdened and disterted by
faith in a lie. Thys religion has
been the greatest harm to men.

Heroes a.r_e__;adl,y drawn down to
the level of them who worship

heroes. Real heroes can be appre-
ciated only by heroic minds. =

An Examination For Cemsers?

Censors are incompetent, irreles
vant, and impertinent. They' are
also, as their performances signify,
imperfact and ill-adjusted (un-
healthy - to a notable degree) im
their mental or physical copdition
or in both or in as many ways a8
can be named. The dogmag, the
methods, and the aims of censor«
ship prove that something is vary
wrong with the censors—and so wd
think # quite timely, quite right
that the following bill sheuld have
been prepared by a Massachuselts
citizen with a humorous unususlpess
of logic, and offered to the copmids
eration of State lawmakers in Mas-
sachusetts:

Any person acting as censor of
either books, plays, pietures, music,
or dancing, for the commonwealth
or any county, ¢ity, eor town
thereof, shall first pass a eivil
service examination including tha
standard Binet intelligence tes#
for mentality of eighteem years,
general informatien and language
test similar te these required fon
employes of the Roston Pablia
Library, and ishall submit to th
State department of publie health
satisfactory evidence of mormal sex
experience,

The bill is too intelligent and tog
sharply a challenge to the cembes
tence of censors: it is toq intellis
gent, we gualify, for the apprewsl
of Massachusetts lawmakers. I§
would be 'excessive to expect amys
thing so civilized, and so eomtrary
to “moral” stupidity, from a Staie
law-mgking body. ,

Just the same, what could be
fairer than this propesed bil}? Ab-
normal or subnarmal er unhealéh-
fully experienced or stupidrminded
persons (and censors, with few if
any exceptions, are such persoms)
should not have the antherity %o
pass upon our literary tastes, No
one shauld have, of course. But
such an examination fer cemsors is
a well-thought tactical suggestion,
exposing a significant phase of the
folly and unnaturalness of censor-
ship. .

An unchangeable God? As ths
man exclaimed when he saw the
giraffe at the circus, “There ain’t

no such animal!” God has under-
gone a number of changes in the
minds of most Christians, But no
God is any good, or any Ged is ne
good, whichever way you pyefer ta
phrase it. :

It is better to seek wisdom than
a fortune. Wisdom is worth mere
and, besides, it iz fairly within the
reach of anyone who has the true,

iving

persistent desire for it,

p—

by Isaac Goldberg

'To make an art of living! Here is a most brilliantly attractive ideal, and one that is quite

real in its possibilities. It is an ideal well within the reach of every one who is capable .of
appreciating it—who can be touched by the genuine desire to realize this ideal. You know
the old proverb: ‘“Anything that is worth doing at all is worth doing well.” To put it more

broadiy, life is worth living at its best.

We shouyld put the best

‘of thought and feeling,

the best of self-development and the widest range of beautiful, intelligent interests into the
art of living. Life is the sum of all the arts—or the source of all the arts—and it can be a
fine art, all-inclusive, of personal realization and enjoyment to each one who lives with wis-
dom and “clear keen joyance.” To make an art of living is to express one’s self finely and to

express life finely to one’s self.

As lIsaac Goldberg interprets it in this fascinating volume, the fine art of living is the
cultivation of a shrewder, more sensitive, more enlarged capacity for the enjoyment of life.
It is not an esoteric, detached, remote philosophy that Goldberg unfolds—rather it is -the

very opposite, it is a close and warm and vivid association with real life.

This book is very

human: it is very natural: it is very honest: and it is greatly inspiring in the vistas of liv-

ing appreciation which it reveals,

It would indeed be a fair description of the book to say
that it is the representation of lsaac Goldberg’s artistic, personal and philesophic attitude
toward life. It is the self-revelation of one who has himself practiced the fine art of living.
Yet Goldberg does not talk directly about himself: or rather he talks about himself im the

best way of all—he tells you what life and art and ideas and human gociety mean to him.
In his philosophy of the fine art of living, there is also an understanding of the variety,
in ferms of taste and temperament, with which life can be realized as art. The free life,
with the freedom and variety of art—that is the ideal of Goldberg.

Goldberg does not deal in vague
problems of living which are of

generalizations,
the most vital interest to us.

He discusses very candidly the aspects and
He is concerned with real-
istic, human meanings and a free, hearty humanness freshens every page.

He sets forth

a civilized viewpaint of life—a viewpoint that is never lost sight of and which, moreover, is

clearly illustrated with regard to the definite needs and issues of living,

A guide to the

arts (in terms of life), to morality, to personal appreciations, to self-development and world-

understanding—that is what The

Fine Art of Liwing is. This is

a beautifully clothbound

book of 314 pages.” The book is an artistic work in its binding, in its type, in its writing,.
and in its fine inspiring meaning for every reader. The price is $2.65 postpaid,
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One thing is common to all re-|’

ligions—namely, that the truth hurts
them. o

‘ The honest definition of a censor
is that he is a man who would com-
pel the artist to .produce only what
ke, the censor likes, instead of what
the artist or anybody else happens
to like,

It hkas often been remarked that
the Devil keeps his promises more
faithfully and more generously, too,
than God. Perhaps it is because
there is more sincerity expressed
in following the Devil than in fol-
lowing God.

The Christian Blight on Marriage
and Divorce

BY H. L. MENCKEN

"1 see mo chance of dealing with
the divorce question rationally until
the discussion is purged of religious
gonsideration. Certainly the world
ghould have learned by this time
that theologians make a mess of
éverything they touch, including even
feligion. Yet in the United States
they are still allowed, against all
reason and experience, to have their
say im a great variety of important
matters, and everywhere they go
they leave their sempiternal trail of
folly and confusion.

Why those of the Christian species
should be consulted about marriage
and divorce is more than 1 can
make out. It would be only a little
less absurd to consult members of
the W. C. T. U. about the mixing
of drinks, for orthodox Christianity,
as every one knows, views even the
most decorous kind of marriage with
lubricous suspicion, and countenan-
ces it only as a means of escape
from something worse. In the whole
New Testament there is but one
message that speaks of it as an
honorable estate, and that one is in
the most dubious of the Epistles.§
Elsewhere it is always assumed to!
be something intrinsically and in-|
curably vile. The really virtuous
man avoids it as a plague: his ideal
is complete chastity. If, tempted by
Satan, he finds that chastity un-
bearable, he may take a wife to
escape something worse, but that is
only a poor compromise with his
baser nature.

Modern theologians, of course, do
not put the thing as coarsely as
Paul did, but they still subscribe
to his basic. idea, however melliflu-
ous and disarming their statement
of it. A wife is primarily a sexual
instrument, and as such must not
flinch her lowly duty. If she tries
to avoid having children, then she
is doomed to hell. If she finds her

husband growing unpleasant and
turns from him to’  another. then!
she is- doomed to hell again. As

for him, he is bound in the same
way and under. the same penaltie:
Both would be better off if they
were chaste, but as long as that is/
impossible they must be unchaste
only with each other, and acceptz
with resignation all the more pain-|
ful consequences, whether biological
or theological. i

Such notions. plainly stated, must!
needs seem barbaric to every civil-'
ized man; nevertheless. they con-
tinue to color the legislation of
nearly all so-called Christian States
In New York, for example, the only
general ground for divorce is adul- |
tery. A man may beat his wife all|
he pleases, but she cannot divorce;
him for it. = In her turn she may
waste his money, insult him in pub-
lic and chase his friends out of
the house, and he cannot get vid of
her. So long as neither turns from
the venal unchastity of marriage to
the mortal unchastity outside they
are indissolubly bound together,
though their common life be intol-
erable to themselves and a scandal
to everyone else.

Obviously, it will be impossible to
come to any sensible rearrangement!
of the relation between man and
woman so long as such ancient im-
becilities eorrupt all thinking on the
subject. The first thing necessary,
then, is to get rid of the theologians.
Let them be turned out politely but
firmly; let us pay no further heed
to their archaic nonsense They will,
to be sure, resist going. perhaps
very stoutly, but their time has come

and they must be on their way. If
any lingering superstition about
their heavenly authority tends to

reprieve them, then let us recall
how gaudily they have made fools
of themselves of late in another
grave and delicate matter—that of
drink.

No man is fullv emancipated until
he can laugh at the thing which
enslaved him. True, at times when
he observes too closely and vividly
its continued ‘enslaving influence
upon others (and, by the same token,
its. threat against him as a member
of society who must one way or
another share the social fate! he
will curse it: he will curse it, how-|
ever, in the stern and realistic mood'
of a figchter and one who fights, not
alone for himself, but for the gen-
eral freedom.

- “Sin” is an unrealistic. conception,
a theological dogma meaning the
disobedience of a God’'s commangs.
But the commands said to be from
a God are given tc us by certain
men, the theologians, who are noto-!
rious for falsifying and distorting
everything they touch. To “sin,
therefore. is only to ‘disobey the'
.commands of theologians. A “sin-!
ner,” therefore, is a free man, with|
a reasoned (mot a theologically dog-:
‘matic) moral code, i

" The Antichrist
' By Friedrich. Nietzsche )

. (Continued from last week.)

From this time onward the priest became indispensable in every
human event. At every natural function (birth, xﬁarriage, the sick-
bed, death) the holy parasite puts in an appearance in order to denat-
uralize, or, in his words, to “bless” the event . . . For this must be
noted: that every natural function, and every natural institution (the

state, justice, marriage, care of the sick and destitute), every action
based in the instinct to live, in fact everything which has'a value in
itsglf, is made worthless and even dangerous by the parasitism of the
priests (or of the “moral world”): it is a sanction after the event.
an artificial authority setting up values against nature, and ‘thereby
creating its own values . .
and calls it unholy: that is how helives. Disobedience to God, that
%s, to the priest, is now called “sin”; the method of propitiating God,
is, of course, the method which gives the priest more sway: it is
the priest alone who can be an intermediary for ‘“salvation.” Psy-
chologically considered, “sins” are absolutely necessary in every the-
ocracy: they are the actual weapons of power; the priest lives upon
sins; he must have people “sinning” . . First principle: “God for-
gives those whe repent,” or in other words, “those who submit to

1 the priest” . . .

XXvIl

The Christian religion grew upon a soil of such utter falsifica-
tion. where the deepest instincts of the ruling factions were opposed
to nature and natural values to such an extent, that Christianity
became a death struggle against reality which has never beep sur-
passed. The ‘“chosen people,” who had adopted priestly names and
priestly values for everything, who had been terribly logical in re-
jecting all earthly power as. “unholy,” “worldly,” and “‘sinful”’—this
people now created religious expression which was so logical that
it began to attack Judaism itself. In the form of Christianity even

the last kind of reality was denied, Jewish reality, the reality of the]

“people of God,” of the *“chosen people.” The case is of great interest,
for the small dissenting movement which grew around the name of
Jesus of Nazareth is the same Jewish instinct at work again. ‘The
instinct nurtured by the priests has developed until it ecannot put up
any longer with the authority of the priests themselves: it has in-
vented a new state of affairs even more unreal than the vision of the
organized church. Christianity was actually set up in opposition to
the church . . At least, I fail to see against whom the revolt (said
rightly or wrongly to have been led by Jesus) was directed it not
against the Jewish church—“church” being here used in the same
sense it has today.

It was a revolt against the “good and just men,” aguainst the
“prophets of Israel,” against the organized hierarchy—not against the
corruption of the hierarchy, but against caste, privilege, rank, and
formalism. It was an expression of unbelief in the *“elect,” a demal
of everything priestly and theological. But this movement itself gave
rise to a hierarchy, if only temporarily, which was to become the
skeletal structure sgpporting the Jewish people in “the flood waters.”
It was the last leg they had to stand on, the last flicker of their polit-
ical autonomy: an attack upon it was an attack upon the deepest-
rooted tribal instinct, the most tenacicus national will to live that
has ever existed on earth. This holy anarchist, who called upen the
meek and lowly, the outcasts and “sinners,” the chandala within
Judaism, to rise against the ruling caste—using words, if the Gospels
are to be believed, which would get him sent to Siberia today—was
a political offender, so far as it was possible to be a political offender
in such an absurdly non-political community. It was this which

. The priest frowns upon what is natural

brought him te the cross: the proof of which is the inscription which
was put upon the cross. He died for his own sins; and there is no
ground for:believing (no matter how often it is reiterated) that he
died for the sins of others.

XXVIIL

It is quite another question whether Jesus was aware of this
alternative explanation of his acts, or whether his acts merely lent
themselves to this alternative explanation. And now, for the first
time, I refer to the psychology of the Savior. I confess that there
are few books which I find so difficult to read as the Gospels. My
difficulties are of another sort from those which enabled the learned
curiosity of the German mind to achieve one of its most memorable
triumphs. Many years have gone by since I, like every young scholar,
enjoyed with the conscientous relish of the pernickity philologist, the
work of the incomparable Strauss. I was then twenty years of age:
now I am too serious for that sort of thing. What do I care for the
contradictions of “tradition”? How far can the holy legends of the
Gospel be called *“tradition” at all! There is no form of literature
more disputable, than the legends of the saints: to examine them
scientifically, without any contingent documents, seems te me to nul-
lify the whole procedure—to be merely a learned waste of time .

XXIX

What interests me is the psychologicai character of the Savior
—which might be studied in the Gospels, and in spite of the Gospels,
despite their possible mutilation and irrelevancies: just as Francis
of Assisi is revealed in his legends despite his legends. The point is
not so much what Jesus did, or what he said, or how he actually met
{his death: it is whether we can form an idea what kind of man the
‘Savior was, whether his character has been “handed down” to us. All
the attempts I know of to construct the history of a “soul” from the
Gospels seem to me to imply a deplorable levity in psychological mat-
ters. The two most ridiculous contributions tc the study of the charac-
_ter of Jesus have heen made by that clown in psychological matters, M.
| Renan: the idea of the “genius” and the idea of the ‘*‘hero.” Could
“anything be less according to the Gospels than the heroic idea? The
. Gospels expound precisely the opposite of heroic conflict and the fight-
f,i‘ng instinct. They construct a moral code from the absence of pug-
Inacity (“resist not evil” is the profoundest maxim in the Gospels,
: Holiness, according to the Gos-
ipe‘ls, abides in peace, and gentleness, and the inability to fight. What
{is the import of the “glad tidings”? It is that true and eternai lite
. has been found; it 1s not merely promised, it is here, it is in you; it
{is a life of love, love unabounded and free to all, love beyond meas-
lure. Everybody is a child of God—Jesus makes no special claims
“for himself—and as children of God, all are equal in his sight. Fancy
making Jesus a hero!-—also, how misleading is the term ‘genius”!
What we mean by “‘intellect” had no meaning in the life of Jesus. On
strictly psychological grounds, a totally different word is required

It is known that there is a condition of morbid irritability in
the sense of touch, which causes the sufferer to recoil from contact
with solid objects. This physical condition can be developed to its
logical conclusion—the instinctive hatred of all reality, a flight into
the “intangible” and the “incomprehensible”; an opposition to for-
malism; to the ideas of time and space; to the established order of
things; to customs, and institutions; to the church: it can make a
man feel at home in his own private world, into which actuality has
ceased to intrude; in his “inner” world, his “true” world, his “eternal”

H

it provides a Kind of key to them).

world . . . ‘“The Kingdom of God is within you” .
: XXX
First, the instinctive hatred of actuality—this is the result of

an extreme sensibility to pain and an irritability so great that it

cannot bear “contact,” because all contacts are too strong for it.
Secondly, the instinctive avoidance of coenflicts.” hatreds, and of

all emotional heights and distances—this is the result of an extreme

sensibility for pain and an irritability so great that it shrinks from
struggling aqd the obligation to fight as an unbearable anguish (that
is as self-destructive); and it finds blessedness (joy) only in non-

resistance to evil and to danger—because love is the only and the
last hope of keeping alive . .

These are the two physiological realities upon which and from
which the doctrine of salvation has grown. I call them a sublime
development of hedonism upon a thoroughly morbid soil. The nearest
thing to this was Epicureanism, the pagan view of salvation;.even
though it retained a big residue of Greek vitality and nervous
strength. Epicurus was a decadent type, as 1 was the first to point

out." ‘The fear of pain, even of the slightest pain. can only lead in the
end to a religion of love . '

XXX1

I have already indicated my solution of the problem. The key
to it is that we have only a distorted idea of the kind of man the
Savior really was. The distortion is quite comprehensible: for many
reasons such a type could not pass into legend pure, whole, and free
from additions. The surroundings in which this strange figure op-
erated must have left their mark upon his legend, and even more so
must the history and the fate of the early Christian communities:
this must. have embellished the record retrospectively, with many
features that can only be understood in terms_of religious war and
propaganda. That strange and morbid world into which the Gospels
lead us—a world like the plot of a Russian novel, in which the scum
of society, neunrosis, and ‘“childish” imbecility are brought together—
must inevitably have coarsened the legend of Jesus. The first disci-
ples in particular must have transmuted a character full of symbol-
ism and mysteriousness into terms of their own crude experience, in
order to be able to understand him at all. For them the character of
Jesus could only become real when cast in a more commonplace mold

. The prophet, the Messiah, the future judge, the moral teacher,
the miracle worker, John the Baptist—all of these -traditions were
only opportunities for misunderstanding the character of Jesus . . .
Finally let us not underestimate the essential feature of all great
adoration, particularly sectarian adoration: it tends to eliminate.the
original and often painfully unusual qualities from the object of
worship—it doesn’t even see them there. It is regrettable that no
Dostoievsky lived in the neighborhood of this most interesting deca-
dent—I mean someone who could have felt the poignant charm of
such a mixture of the sublime, the sickly, and the chi]g'like,

Finally of course there is always the possibility, not to be over-
looked, that the original Savior was not one man only. but a number
of complex and contradictory decadence-types. Probabilities, how-
ever, are against this, for if such were the case tradition would have
been more definite and objective: so we must assume the contrary.
Nevertheless there is a contradiction between the mountain-, sea-, and
field-preacher, who seems to have been a kind of Buddha on a soil
not completely unlike India’s; and the aggressive fanatic, the deadly
enemy of theologians and priests, who has been maliciously dignified
by Renan as ‘“‘the great master of irony.”” My own opinion is that
most of this spleen (and even wit) in the character of the Master
was added to it as.a result of the intensity of Christian propaganda.
We all know that sectarians have an unscrupulous habit of using
their idol as a justification for themselves. ;When the early Christians
needed an adroit, nimble-witted, combative, and maliciously hair-
splitting theologian, to use against their theological opponents, they
created their “God” according to their own needs: just as they at-
tributed to him, upon occasion, the quite unevangelical ideas of the
“gecond coming,” and the ‘last judgment,” and all sorts of hopes and
promises in circulation at the time.

[To be continued next week.}

“Do Not Read,” Say Bigots! “We Wil Read,”

(none the less effective because it is not legally a tremendous broadside of books which free minds,
enforceable) they command their followers or as which scatter liberating ideas, which strike directly
we say their victims:
that book, the other book!
man or that man when he expresses certain ideas!
Do not read or think outside this narrow circle
which we, the bigots, have drawn around you!”

“I thank God there are no printing presses
nor free public schools in this coleny,” said a
governor who once ruled the American colony of
Virginia in the name of an English tyrant across
'he sea That man made a classic and succinct
statement of the attitnde which all tyrants and
bigots, great and small, ancient and modern, hold

“Do not read this book, at the heart of bigotry!
Do not listen to this

Say Free Men!
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toward the dissemination of free opinions. Bigots,
for all their false and even stupid opinions, have

'enough shrewdness to realize that suppression is

the necessary policy of bigotry. When any party
of men desire a given set of ideas tc pre-
vail absolutely, their natural and obvious tactic
is to kill .or to beat down or keep out of sight
all ideas which are not agreeable to their dogmas.
They insist upon confining the thoughts of men
within a marrow circle drawn arrogantly by these
bigots. They fear and they resent the curiosities
of men, the doubts of men, the questionings of
men, the whole. spirit and range of the intellectual
restiveness of men. They know well—do these
bigots and tyrants—that when men are educated,
when they read freely, when they think and dis-
cass, when they are made aware of the conflict of
ideas, the foundations of dogme are threatened
and must cramble and must give way. Wide, free
reading is the enemy of all bigotry, of all error
and injustice, of all claims which rest upon au-
thority so called and cannot stand the close ex-
amination of reason. “Do not vead”—that is
invariably the cry of the bigots. Or they cry:
“Read only what we tell you to read.”

There was a time, not so long ago that its
lesson can be taken lightly, when bigotry was ex-
pressed through the enormous power of Church
and State; when books were burned, and not enly
books but the men who wrote and read them;
when the machinery of forcible suppression was
in crushing use.
both materially and culturally, struck blow after
blow at the old system of despotic rule over the

i lives and thoughts of men. Men had a wider life,

therefore they had more freedom; they had a
wider access to books and papers and ideas, there-
fore they had more intellectual liberty and growth.

Bigotry lost much of its power—but it didn’t lose -

its nature.-

Bigots are active today and, in one way and

| another, they present obstacles to that free cir-

culationof ideas which is absolutely the breath of
life to a cultured, civilized society. The bigots
trap their victims through false reasoning and
sentiments—and, establishing a thought control

The development of society,
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books. The bigots scheme, with every weapon
of falsehood and prejudice, to impede the fine
civilizing work of a free press.

Just recently we have had reminders of real
bigotry, which we must fight here and now, in the
shape of a new issue of the old Catholic Index
Expurgatorins and in the shape of the Christian
Science conspiracy to boycott and put eut of cir-
culation a truth-telling biography of Mary Baker
Eddy. Precisely as of old, these bigots today and
all their scheming, suppressing kindred want to
stop, to dam up, to impede or turn aside the free,
critical stream of enlightening ideas. As of old,
these bigots today cry, “Do not read!” They
know that the free press is the greatest challenge

those who try to limit that freedom in any way!”

" The. logical and great reply that the Halde-
man-Julius Publications ‘'make to these present-
day bigots is the proclamation of The Free Press
Library. We proclaim the importance of these
books in The Free Press Library as our smashing,
uncompromising answer to bigotry. You can as-
sert your independence—you can smash and con-
found the bigots—you can encourage the spirit
of freedom in others—you can set the great ex-
ample of free-mindedness by ordering The Free
Press Library. Order it for yourself—order it
for others—call it te the attention of others—
spread far and wide this liberating proclamation
Hit the bigots with
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These 60 books in our Free Press Library are
each 314 by 5 inches in size, printed in good clear
iype, neatly bound in card covers, averaging 15,-
000 words each in length. The sound, important,
and wide-ranging nature of the books can easily
be appreciated by a glance at the list of titles and
authors. At the special price of $2.98 you can
order this Free Press Library and strike a direct,
quick. powerful blow at intolerance. Use the
order blank below as your answer to the bigots.
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