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If any man might be expected to
have an earnest concern for an as-
surance of something beyond death,
that man would at first glance seem
to be the one who has lived out the
greatest part of his years and who
is facing death in more than the
rhetorical or philosophical sense of
the word. We must agree that when
such a man faces death with a dis-
illusioned realism, calmly deciding
that immortality is an empty dream,
his words bear the impressive stamp

of sincerity; for he is not speaking
of a prospect that is possibly thirty

or forty years distant, but one that
is perhaps only five ‘or ten years
away and that is certainly not' so
very far away; he knows that he is
(as counted in years) at the small
end of life and it may be said that
he is weighing the evidence in a last
decision or, as it were, intellectually
3 last testament not lightly to be
made.

Joseph McCabe, past sixty
still vigorous and, we hope, with a
goodly sum of vital years before
him, is not playing with words about
a wmere image of distant unreality

..... of death as “the
last anesthetv At the age of
seventy-two, Clarence Darrow speaks
as honestly and fearlessly of the
finality of death as he spoke thirty
years ago Anato‘e Flance at eighty
Skep-
tics are not weakened in thew- views,
they do not try to hide from the
truth, at the approach of death.
The tales about the deathbed re-
cantations of celebrated skeptics are
simply commercialized lies which
preachers .have circulated to stimu-
late their superstitious trade. One
would not say that it is impossible
for a skeptic to snatch at the faint-
est illusion of immortality when he
is dying. The factor of wishful-
ness would tend to be powerfully on

the side of a belief in immortality
SO tnat I a man aoes not hold this

belief it is because he cannot in
face of the evidence, -because the
thing is rationally impossible to him,
and no man who has the 'least in-
tegrity. of intellect can deliberately
make himself believe a falsehood,
however pleasant that falsehood
may be.

But it does not affect the truth
if a skeptic, on the one hand, ex-
presses a weak, illogical hope on his
deathbed, or if a Christian, on the
other hand, is stricken by doubts
and,” with life slipping from him,
feels that it is indeed the end; one
could find at least as many mstances
of the one attitude as of the other,
or let us say that skeptics die as
bravely without faith as Christians
die’ with fait®; for that matter,
Jesus is wsaid to have cried out on
the cross, “My God, why hast thou
forsaken me!” It is not unusual for
men to meet death with courage or
resignation; martys have done so,
and criminals, and the despised of
earth; men who were convinced that
they were merely returning to sense-
less dust and men who have believed
that they were on the threshold of
Paradise. One’s deathbed manner
has nothing to do with belief or
character; we all make the best
of it, for that is the only thing we

though

can do, as the inevitable kmows no
temporizing; again, as a rule when
men are really so close to death
they have such a faint- hold on life
that the thread is easily broken.
It is when the tide of vitality and
hope runs strong in us that we most
resist the thought of dissolution.
The love of life is naturally very
great, save when life is so weak
within us as to be almost unrealiz-
able. Probably the sinner has more
reason to love life (not to fear
death) than the saint; although
Christians show no desire nor espe-
cial willingness to die and fore-
gather with the angels.

Old men seem to appreciate life,
though perhaps in a quieter way, as
much as far younger men; nor do
they seem to have a greater fear
of death because of its more ealeu-
lable imminence. Young men, in
whom life is fresh and upon whom
the genuine realization of the uni-
versal fact of death is newly borne
(for children think little or briefly
and forgetfully about death), have
the most violent feeling of rebellion
when they reflect that this form
of beauty and energy is fated “to
lie in cold obstruction and to rot.”
When a man enters middle life, he
takes stock of life with a new clear-
ness and feels with a2 more intimate
consciousness the passing of things
and the unarguable finality of death.
In old age, men know that they
have soon to dic but they cling to
life with interest and enjoyment, de-
pending in degree upon their health
and other circumstances, and they
do mot worry about the inevitable.

Taking a realistic view of human
nature, one can say that the ques-
tion of our attitude toward death
is largely theoretical—in this sense,
that we all have a common love of
life and aversion from death (which
is not to be confused with the fear
of death, religiously speaking), that
we all have the strong natural in-
stinct to go on living as long as we
can and that we all must die without
any great originality. More pre-
cisely, our beliefs about death do
not affect our will to live and the
idea of immortality does not = fur-
nish any inspiration to life, nor is
it a genuine or necessary consolation.
It is not any profound conviction

that he will live forever which re-
assures a man when he thinks of

death. In the first place, death is.a
passing and not personal thought
with most of us. The man who is
actively -and hopefully full of life
cannot realize death as somethmg
personal to him, although he may
be ever so familiar with it as a
common happening. While he lives,
it is life, 'not death, that matters
to him. Is the Chnstlan, for exam-
ple, actually inspired with trust and
resignation by his belief in immor-
tahty" No—his strongest assurance
lies in the feeling that he is defi-
nitely among the living and that his
death is a thing remote.

Immortality is a fine, large, vague
notion—as vague as .the idea of
death, in a personal sense, to the
man in bounding health—and it can-
not have the effective force of re-
ality or, I should say, of an intense,
very personally felt conviction. Does
a man in good health think with
gladness or even with resigned peace
of mind of himself as enjoying an
immortality in some fanciful realm
beyond the earth? Surely he does
not: he thinks of himself as going
right on living amid these' familiar
earthly scenes. Tell him that he
must die tomorrow and the belief
in immortality will be far less real
to him than the rebellious reahza-

tion that he must quit the only life
he certainly knows. The thought of
immortality is not as comvincing ‘(to
the Christian, for of course it is mot
at all convincing to the sKeptic)
as life is nor as death is. These
are the great realities by which the
feelings and activities of all men
are actually determined. No man,
in other words, acts as if he be-|*
lieved in immortality; such a belief
does not make any man indifferent
to life or wishful of death or even
resigned to death, save in the way
that all must be resigned to it as
something they cannot help.

It is perfectly ridiculous to say,
as often it is said, that without the
inspiration of immortality men would
not have any reason for living and
the energies and plans of the race
would be seriously impaired. We
are not encouraged to live by any
such vague, faroff vision of reward.
We live, even amid great difficul-
ties, because it is natural for us to
do so; because it is the mechan-
ism of our nature to keep going and
to keep going as long and as pleas-
antly as we can; it is foolish to say
that we breathe and eat and sleep
and play and work only because we
believe that our comsciousness will
be continued in another sphere of
life beyond the grave; these actions
of life are natural and pleasant to
us and in themselves they have a
sufficient, strong attraction and
meaning whereas the conjecture
or hope of immortality can never be
strong enough to take the place of
the consciousness of life. Certainly
it seems that even the most mud-
dleheaded Christian must have sense
enough to know that a man does
not cut his throat simply because
he ceases to believe in the fiction
that he will live forever. That
would be as preposterous as to be-
lieve that a man would immediately
resolve to. contract a disease be-
cause he will in all probability be
seriously ill at some future time, or
that he will give away all his pos-
sessions because he may some day
lose them, or that he will have all
his teeth extracted at the age of
thirty and get a false set because
he will probably depend upon such
artificial equipment at the age of
sixty. It is natural for us to de-
fend our interests and persist in our
labors and enjoyments, and life - is
the sum of all pleasure and hope
for us, so we cling to it until the
end, and even when we are no Ionger
active we have satisfaction in the
sensation of being alive and in
watching the activities of others.
‘Bo it is with all life, simply be-
cause it is alive and has a strong
instinct to maintain the pleasurahle
consciousness or the instinctive urge
of hvmg Animals certainly have no
belief in immortality, yet they in-
stinctively hold to life. The idea
of immortality was unknown to hu-
man beings during prehistoric ages,
yet they continued to go through
the natural motions of living. If it
be said that the intelligence of man
places before him' a clearer realiza-
tion of death as his fate, and that
the hope of immortality must res-
cue him from the despair of know-
ing that he must die, we can only
reply that the human realization
of the brevity of life and the final-
ity of death should inspire us with
all the more determination to reap
the full harvest of living. Actu-
ally, the philosophy that makes life
most interesting and that stimulates
us to take the fullest advantage of
our years is the skeptical. philoso-
phy; this has always been the phi-

losophy of most intense, attractlve.

and warm - visioned humanism;
whereas Chrzﬁtlamty called upon men
to despise and even today
preachers s k (to unbelieving con-
gregations of' the equivocally or fig-
uratwely deW) of this world as a
vain show—s, at any rate, the
minor and least-to-be-prized scene of
the “soul’s” »iif&—and the Christian

‘nowhere” ¢ immortality as the
grand purpase and hope of our
being. h“

Humanisrﬁv?-the philesophy that

encourages us to cultivate the best
values of lif¢ here and now—is the
natural prodict of skepticism; and
we find that the skeptics have been,
in the drama of human progress,
the protagonists of every brave,
clear struggle for better conditions
of lifee. Men have never helped
themselves on earth by thinking of
heaven. They have not been up-
lifted by the thought of immortality
to a vision of wiser and more hope-
ful living. Only by attending to
human, earthly interests—only by!
acting as if this life were the only
important concern, which has im-
plied at least: a pragmatic skepti-
cism—have men achieved for their
personal or for the common good.
Obviously, to despise or ‘to disregard
the interests of life is to cheat our-
selves of life—and only a few crack-
brained fanatics have ever felt that
a promise of immortality was a re-
ally trustworthy reward for neglect
of this life. The average Christian
avails himself of this life just as
eagerly and sticks to it just as de-
sirously as if he, like the skeptic,
recognized it as his only chance;
he makes hay while the sun shines
and is not inspired by the rainbow
of a remotely, fancifully promised
Paradise.

Yet logically it is the Christian
believer in immortality who should
be the most indifferent to life and
who should, at any rate, look for-
ward eagerly and joyfully to the
moment that will mark his transla-
tion to a perfect, blissful sphere
where there will be no longer any
SOTTOW mor care nor uncertainty. It
is the Christian in whom we should
expect the regard for life-and the
earnestness of earthly endeavor to
be weakened, if he really believes in
the promises of ‘his rehglon for if
his belief is true it is only through
death that hé can attain to ideal
and abundant ' life; - only through
death that hl§ “sout? eén find: ve-
lease from the" prisohhouse of the
flesh; only through death that He:
can be triumphant over the limita-
tions of what we merely rational
hu@ans recognize in thqlr u egulvo-
ca1 .gharacter as life and.

'We need not ask whe hév4d is
the attitude of Christians; ﬁ’ve know
that ‘it is not. These good people
show a singular disinclination to
accept what they claim to regard
devoutly as the greatest prlze possi-
ble to man—singular, that is, except
from the quite reasonable inference
that they do not look upon immor-
tality as an entirely dependable and
sure reward and have no clear, con-
vincing, consoling idea of the pos-
sibility' or the nature of immortal-
ity. They try to put off that sup-
posedly glorious, victorious moment
as long as possible: and human
science, although they may some-
times speak of it critically as an
interference with God’s plans, is
nevertheless very welcome to them
in their extremities of suffering and
danger. The attitude of Christians
when their loved ones die is, too,
a contradiction of their professed
belief in immortality. They may
speak of death, in piously parroting

'so sereme and trusting about it—

.probably, each according to ‘his be-

accents, as only a brief parting:
but - their real grief belies their
avowal of hope and belief. Not so
would they feel and act if one dear
to them were set upom an earthly
journey but certainly to be met
again within a mumber of years:
people endure years of -separation
vet do not grieve, because they know
that they can meet again: and if
Christians knéw that they were sure
to have a reunion with their loved
ones infinitely more wonderful than
any earthly reunion, it stands to
reason that they would be undis-
mayed by the separatiom of death.
At heart they have no such assur-
ance; they have only a form of be-
lief, which may be sineere enough
in its way, but is after all superfi-
cial and contrary to their deepest
feeling. Death is to. them, as it
is to unbelievers, a sad and solemn
and absolutely final event. And in
the very moment of- asserting that
death is not final Christians show
plainly enough that they do not feel

for a man may profess to believe
anything that can be put into a
form of words, yet respond to a real
situation in a way that shows the
mockery of his belief. When a
Christian says that he is prepared
to die, that can only really mean
that . he will accept the inevitable
when it comes; aud so may a skeptic
say truthfully enough, in a general
and not immediate sense, that he is
ready to die—yet not be willing to
lose one moment of possible life.
The way a man dies proves noth-
ing, of course, as to the truth of
his beliefs; yet men face death
bravely enough when the final mo-
ment comes, for many reasons both
good and bad, and it is the specu-
lation about it that fills men with
imaginary terrors; the common at-
titude toward death is really no more
than an assertion of the will to live
and no faith mnor theory can make
the thought of death pleasant to us
while we have a strong impetus and
possibility of life. At the moment
of death, facing it with“one last
glance, any faith- or theory .will
prove meaningless: all that we can
do, whatever our beliefs, is to die
because we must. We cannot put
ourselves in the position of. welcom-
ing death Qxcept as -a. relief from
intolerable -pain- or " wurmess from
wlnch ‘we  ecan escape in mno other
way. - Confronted Jvith danger when
we -are. strong in héalth and hope,
we -act instinctively to protect .the
life within us and we have not mind
for speculation as. to the meaning of
death. Facing death on a . sickbed,
if. we are clear in mind we 'shall

lief, act in familiar character;. the
Christian will speak of his hope of
heaven, the skeptic will bid a re-
gretful or a resigned farewell to
earth; one will die as surely and as
easily as the other, but neither will
have the will to die although they
may be so tired, so ill, so faintly
aware of what is happening that the
will to live is practically absent.

It is certain, anyway, that the
hope of immortality has not been
demonstrated as havmg even prag-
matic value either in the fullness of
life or in the moment of death.
There is no proof that men are alded|
in facing death hopefully and cour-
ageously by the thought of immor-
tality or that men cannot as easily
submit to “the last anesthetic” with-
out the hope of living beyond the
grave (a grimly contradictory phrase
indeed—*“life beyond the grave”). For
it is not enough to say that, Chris-
tians die without a dzstressmg ex-

hibition of fear; # is mnot proved
that their religion is responsible for
this attitude, which is familiar
enough among men of varying be-
liefs and characters, which is after
all nothing more than a submission
to the inevitable; pain, danger, sor-
row—much as we all dread these
experiences, we bear them surpris-
ingly well when we must; the anti-
cipation, if it be near and convine-
ing, is worse than the reality. Skep-
tics die as peaceably and bravely
as Christians—to claim no more than
that—and that, a general and indis-
putable fact, iz proof enough that
religion has really nmo bearing in the
last analysis on the attitude toward
death. We do mnot need religion to
help us to die any more than we
need religion to help us to live. If
religion could show us how to pro-
long life—but that has been done
by science, not religion, and it is
also science which provides the only
definite easement for the dying hour.

It is clear enough, too, "that re-
ligion does fhot make the: thought of
death more pleasant to us while we
are yet actively in the midst of life.
We do not need religion, for exam-
ple, to impress us with any “spir-
itual” attitude toward death, to re-
mind us'for our “souls’” good that
we must die. We know the common
fate and we know further that it
is idle and senseless to dwell upon
it; what the preacher means when
he tells us that we should bear sol-
emnly in mind that “in the midst of
life we are in death” and that we
must “prepare for death” is that we
should believe his doctrineé "and be
ready to square accounts with his
mythical God. But most men, Chris-
tians and skeptics alike, seem praec-
tically agreed that the best way to
“prepare for death” is to ca life
insurance and be careful of their
health and watch their steps so that
they may live or, if they die, leave
behind them worldly protection for
their dependents rather than seek
celestial protection for their corpse-
shuffling  “spirit.”

Facing death fearlessly cannot, of
course, mean within reason an atti-
tude of indifference®to death: cer-
tainly not to a man who is vital
with life and hope. It does not
mean that one justifies death; there
is no question of Justxﬁcatlon or’ of
blame with regard  to the ind

| processes of - nature—although - the
'theological attempt " at justification,

we may say, is hopelessly illogical.
For if there:is an intelligent will
behind this tragi-comedy of life, we
must denounce that will as malicious
and cruel. Life is too full of pain,
evil, and malign chance to justify
its praise ag the grand scheme of
a divine architect of fate. But of
course the skeptic does not think

of any divine scheme or any pur-

pose of nature; he doeés not think
of life as having been arranged in
any way, save as man has imported
into it for himself a social arrange-
ment; he looks at life realistically,
neither blaming nor justifying in
the ordinary sense, recognizing that
it has aspects of beauty and ugli-
ness, solace and terror, pleasure and
pain, ‘toward which we can have
only two rational attitudes: namely,
an attitude of acceptance toward the
inexorable courses of nature and an
attitude of scientific control and
alleviation where that is within the
bounds of human ingenuity.

Nor does it help to delude our-
selves (or to try deluding ourselves)
as to the nature of things with an
intellectually childish show of op-
timism or pious hope. Certainly
while we are thoroughly alive and

the red blood runs strong i’ om
veins and our loved omes are bm;(ﬁ
death seems a real tragedy. - M
seems hard then that we must be
thrust from out the familiar, warny
bright scene of ounr living home
and become dust for . the feet
others. For one, 1 should -not pres
tend a philosophic indifference to
that fate. The thought of death is
unpleasant and grim and shockingly
opposed to our instincks of lifes
Perhaps I shall live long enough to!
become more or less indifferent to
life—paradoxically, I hope that 'L
shall. I may some day think of
death as . easily as I think of sleep.
If I think of death easily now, it
is because death seems remote. On
the other hand, it has no supersti-
tious terrors for me. I do not fear
it in the sense that Christians use
the word. If death comes to me pre«
maturely, T shall do as others de—
that is, I shall cease to live because
I can’t help myself. No Christian
can do more. The thought of im-
mortality does not weigh a feather’s
weight with me. My attitude to-
ward life and death is simply a
natutal attitude, and I may eaW it
philosophic only in the semse that
1 recognize the nature of Kfe and
death and refuse to delude myself
concerning these realities. ;

More properly, it seems %o me,
the business of philosophy or wis«
dom is to prepare us for life and
not death. Preparation for death
is simple enough: when your time
comes, die with as little fuss as
possible, free ahke from vain heopes
and stupid fears. ‘But it ig life that
wisdom serves to make more inter-
esting and intelligible for us. I#
is life that we should make the
most of and that we should the more
carefully appreciate and utilize ae-
cording to its true values because
we know that death will end it for
each of us absolutely.

As a matter of fact, the thought
of immortality has ominously over-
shadowed and confused this life for
millions of Christians. They have
been roundly cheated by “threats of
Hell and hopes of Paradise,” and
for the empty promise of salvation,
unsupported by the least intelligi-
ble or demonstrable authority, they
have denied themselves a number
of very pleasant possibilities imme-
diately and substantially within their
reach.. I refer here to - the tradi-
tional Christian attitude of’severity
on moral questions, to restrictions
that have been placed by theology
rather than common sense upon be-
havior, to the fiction of a divine
lawgiver who has seemed in too
many instances to bear a malicious
grudge against the happy, whole-
some desires “of men; and I refer
also to the Christian attitude of in-
tolerance and obscurantism in which
socially we can trace a pitiably, in-
deed a tragically, large history 'of
needless suffering. In Bertrand Rus-
sell’s brilliant summary of the ef-
fects of religion upon progress (Has
Religion Made Useful Contributions
to Civilization? Little Blue Book No.
1463), he chows that religion has
operated against the plain soeial in-
terests of m and that i has
cheated men, especially its credulous
adherents, out of the hope and hap-
piness that a rational view of life
would have given them; and that,
moreover, life has been made more
interesting in modern times when
science has largely taken over from

religion the intellectual as well as
the practical guidance of huoman
affairs.

It is significant, at any rate, that
[Please turn to .page two
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Finger Writes
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GEORGE JEAN NATHAN

George Jean Nathan, outspoken
dramatic eritic and author of such
characteristic books on the theater
as The House of Satan and The
World in Falseface, has just returned
from Europe. He hastens to send
a comment for the Jubilee Celebra-
tion of the attainment of 1,500 dif-
ferent titles in the Little Blue Books.
It deserves to be set off in italics,
like this:

Ten years of high enterprise and
tem years of very excellent result.—
GEORGE JEAN NATHAN,

I should add that Dr., Isaac Gold-
berg, long familiar to H.-J. readers,
bas written a delightful critical \bi-|i
ography of George Jean Nathan,
entitled The Theater of George Jean
Nathan ($3. 15 postpald)

PRISONE’RS’ S’ONGS
The talking-singing movie Weary
Rwer featurmg Richard Barthel-
mess (who, it is acknowledged, did

oot do the singing), had for the
pasis of its nlaf tha —eirtaa

soug by a convict. - This prisoner
secured popular approval over the
radio, from within the prison walls,
Later, of course, he makes good.

It' may be something of a surprise
to many to learn that there are
actual prisoners who have written
successful songs. Daniel McCarthy,
No. 12265, Drawer N, Trenton, N. J,,
sends us a copy of I'm Tired of Be-
ing a Fool, by Vincent Shannon,
Anna Hannay and Cliff Cole, pub-
lished by Shannon and Cole, 28
Lincoln St., Jersey City, N. J. ' This
is only one of several songs com-
posed by Shannon and Cole—who are
convicts in the State Prison at Tren-
ton, N. J. In spite of their handi-
caps, they have succeeded in form-
ing their own publishing house out-
side, address noted above. Popu-
lar song lovers should investigate
these prisoners’ eompositions.

I . :
MARK TWAIN, CYNIC
I have noticed that several readers
have ordered copies of Mark Twain’s’
Mysterious Stranger, the posthtumous
work in which the noted humorist

expresses his deep pessimism. The| .

Mysterious Stranger, though written
in what has often been a misleadig
fairy-tale style, is a devastating
book: It is as bitterly cynical 'as
the Connecticut.Yankee is hilariously
comic. : It expresses the agnostic’s
objections to theology in a literary
manner., Every freethinker should
read it; it should be on the required
reading list of " every rationglist’s
ch:ldren as they grow up. 'If any:

S rmesaait t? 10

TS )

‘cated fiction, to America, in a novel,

| August, price to be announced.

and ask for The Mysterious Stran-
ger, by Mark Twain,
ger discusses the book at. some
length in his Mark Twain. the Phi-
losopher Who Laughed at the World
(Little Blue Book No. 517),

L 3

COLETTE
New York publishers—Albert and
Charles Boni—are boasting that they
will introduce Colette, a modern
Frenchwoman who writes sophisti-

Cheri. 'H.-J. readers should recall
that some excellent short stories by
Colette. inimitably = translated by
Keene Wallis, are available in Some
Polite Scandals of Parisian Life
(Little Blue Book No. 810). Some
of them originally appeared in the
Haldeman-Julius Quarterly.

Colette’s Gheri, translated by Janet
Flanner, will be ready the last of
In
boosting the book it is said of Col-
ette  that “since George Sand no
other woman writer in France has
so enthralled a large public by her
accurate observations and frankness.
.. Marce! Proust, just before he
died, wrote Colette that no other
living author bad made him weep.”
Meanwhile, get Little Blue Book No.
810—and also the other translations
from the French by Keene Wallis:
Amorous Misadventures (No, 410) ;4
Romances of Paris (No. 404), Her
Burning Secret (No. 817); and Fol-
lies of Lovers (No. 892). ' Remem-
ber, too, that Bands and Rebels, a
boek ef poems by Keene Wallis, is

Charles J. ‘Fim—1 :

600 Essence ¢f the Bible

etm avatlable (v ":}ostpald)

NOT ONLY THE DEVIL
Captain Gléb Post, of the Salva-
tion Army, 1841 Curtis St., Denver,
Colo., criticizes us severely after
this fashion: *“It has occurred to
me that you, who in your catalogs
are so apt to feature the atheist and
the agnostic (at every so low a
price) have yet to provide for us a
Bible at low cost. Why discrimi-
nate? You've sure given the devil
his due, why not impartially build
sales with the books of the Old and
New Testaments at ‘nickel a book?”

Anyone wha has read E. Halde-
man-Julius’ :Kegrst  Hundred Million
(8$1.98 post‘paiglw) knows_ the answer
to this. ° The devil is simply more
popular than«nJehovah The Bible
will not sell in blue covers at a
nickel a volume, But—just to keep the
list repres\ent{?we——the Little Blue
Books have. available® the following
strictly Chns n titles, so to speak,
which are ptinted quite without
critical accompaniment. ‘I am. sur-
prised that Captain Post has not
examined our catalog' carefully
enough to see ithese titles for him-
self. Here they are:

1

111 Sermon on the Mount and Other
Sayings of Jesus -
624 The Gospe! of Luke
743 Great Christian Hymns
848 Poems About Jesus -
170 Story. of the Ancient Christian
: Churchi
67 Story the Medleval Chns-'
. tian Ghll}‘c
169 Story Qmaﬂodeu Chnst.un

w

E. H.-J’s reply to John Haynes

‘Schoo!

‘tents .of this remarkable set of in-

76 The Prince of Peace. William
Jennings Bryan.

All ten of these books are now
in print and available, like all the
other Little Blue Books, at five cents
apiece postpaid to any address in
the world.

> % w
LETTERS

Many letters arrive in Girard
which encourage the staff of the
Haldeman-Julius 'Publications to re-
double. their efforts. It is a tempta-
tion to print them all; that is im-
possible, because of 11m1tat10n= of
space. But a few must be quoted.

Thomas F. Harrison, Shelbyville,
Tenn., writes: ~ “I have enjoyed your
reply to Rev. -Holmes - (referring to

Holmes in the August Debunker),|.
and your reply to Prof. Eddington
(in The American Freeman).
started ‘in underscoring the strong
points in your reply to Rev. Holmes
for - convenience in  re-reading, but
found that 'it. was so near all un-
derscored that the underscoring was
useless. ~ 1 regret that so few who
need it will read it or heed it.”
Arthur ‘R. Anderson, East Boston,
Mass., is enthusiastic about the High
Educational . Course 'in 60
handy volumes ($2.98)  postpaid):
“Allow me to express my deep ap-
preciation and. gratitude for having
the High School Educational Course.
1 have studied over half the con-

structive books and am most pleasedﬂ
with my
two years m the local high school”

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC

is hardly started.

p&gress. having spent only|
Liversay goes om.to. say:

Felix Parentila, Chicago, I11., likes
this weekly: “I have received the
first issue of The American Freeman.
After reading it, I have noticed it’s

vitally important in my daily ex-.

perience and in my study of life.
1 congratulate the authors of the
different articles and thank the pub-
lishers for including them.”

Wilbur Lichtwadt, Newport, Ky.,
writes about the Jubilee celebration
of 1,500 different Little Blue Books:

“My sincere congratulations on at-
taining 1,500 titles in the Little Blue
Books. For these publications the
human race owes you a debt which
cannot be measured in dollars and
cents.  Superstition and ignorance
are flying fast before the assault of
the Little Blue Books, but the fight
May your . enter-
prise live long and prosper.”

L. C. Liversay, East St. Louis,
I, is one of the Oldest Readers.
He - has some . reminiscences which
should interest old-timers. He writes
on an old letterhead of The New
Fargo House' (steam heat, electric
light, free bus, stable in connection,
rates $1 to $1.25 per day). Fargo,
N. D.—dating from 1900. Mr. Liv-
ersay comments: “I was traveling
for the Milwaukee Harvester Com-
pany. 1 put up at this house. It
came very near costing me my job,
when - they learned where 1 was
stopping. They at bnce sent a man
to . question me—and move ‘me to
another‘ hatel.”

' ‘Anent the A.ppéai to Regson, Mr.
“1 think

it was in 1900 that Mr. Wayland
sent the Appeal to all the local ed-
itors in the U. S. I was looking
through my papers for the oldest
Appeal I could find. I found Nos.
228 and 274. [ was also a subscriber
to The Coming Nation from start to
finish. Among my old ‘layed-aways’
I find the old Rip-Saw, by Dick
Maple, Melting Pot, by Tichenor,

| The Chicago Daily Socialist as well

as The White House by M. Langham,
and ‘Anastarta’ or A Trip to Old
Nick’s Land.” :

|

1

Mr. Liversay says he has some
100 pounds of these old papers, and
wonders what he could do with them
-to benefit humanity. If any reader
knows of a library which would be
glad to accept and preserve them,
will he please write to Mr. L. C.
Liversay, East St. Louis, II.?

John U. D. Pleasants, Aldan, Pa.,
likes Marcet Haldeman-Julius’ Biog-
raphy of a St. Bernord in The De-
bunker: ‘“Your Little Blue Books

have enabled me to secure the bene-
fits of literature I would never have
been able to have otherwise. - They
have "given me a more wholesome
outlook on life and its problems. F
welcome the American Freeman and
the Debunker with pleasure, and de:
vour every bit of them—with an
appetite comparable to that of big
yellow Ajax Simba. Mrs. Haldeman-
Julius’ descriptions of home life are
so real that I feel'as if 1 knew you.
as friends, and wish I could call on
you, and meet Bo-Peep, and. de&
kittle Alice, and the rest.” i
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. Qe prisous ave equally fatal in
their effast on those who have not
gl thromgh rveform schools and
reformatovies. An adult first of-
fedder, while awaiting trial, may be
fiipowss ints. a miserable county jailj
witére ¥e is compelled to asseciate
witht Bsedewed criminals awaiting
wrigl like himself, or with the de-
grpded socum: of the delinquent and
pauper groups. who make up that
portion of the jail populatien who
sve setuslly serving time under =
jail séstemes. Convicted and sentenc-
@& to state prison, the -first offender
povweds with' the process of ad-
Fustivig: himsself to association with
cvgoks and to existence within a
typw of society characterized by cor-
ruption, intrigue and ebscenity. The
coutemporary prison debases every-
owe who has any association with it.
The prizener is depressed by the
jsslstion snd the general cage-like
structare of the prison, and by the
ponitive snd regimentative psychol-
¥ which psrmseates the institution.
¢ i terrvified by the strangeness
sind wmemstony of the environment,
and By the general situation of hope-
lagpwess im which he finds himself.
If he holds himself to be unjustly
convieted, he tends to look upon him-
gelf as a victim of social injustice
and develops a compensatory feeling
of revenge, thus building up the
basis for a deliberate and determined
career of crime after release. Even
if guilty of the crime, he regards
himself, often quite correctly, as a
Yess serious offender against social
welfare than many highly esteemed
and privileged citizens whose acts
are not even condemned by society
as anti-social. Individuals entertain-
img these views inevitably develop
the determination to seek revenge
upon sdciety for this unfair dis-
crimination. The more dacent ele-
raents in the prisen population in-
evitably sink to the level of the
lowir strata through common asso.
cigfioh. Those who have come into
prigdn  thraugh inferior technique
ngtirally consult more successful
agd ezpérianced criminals and there-
by protéct themselves to a considera-
blé: degree against the dangers of
fyturé arrvest and veconvietion. -
Inasmuch as. most of the prac-
tical supervision and direction of
prisogers is in the hands of the
gusrdé and certain trusted and privi-
leged prisoners, the life of the in-
wmate can be rendered tolerable only
through acquiescence in the system
of intrigue, “squealing,” graft, boot-
licking, and corruption which char-
acterizes the various competing
prison gangs and their relations
with prison authorities. The per~
soft who participates in these organi-
zations of intrigue and dishonesty,
in order to advance his physical and
mental ecomforts while in prison, is
obviously being trained for a thor-
oughly anti-social mode of life. The
prisoner who pemains outside of
these gangs and cliques of prison
life finds his condition so intolera-

"I'destroy any of the better tendencies

‘animal entrusted to their ecare.

at reformation. Added to this cage

'tion demanded of a prison official

ble as to threstem: or actuafily pro-
duce both physical and mental dis-
integratiqn. The total ab:ence of
normal sex life in prison isevitably
develops a vast range of abmormali-
ties, perversions, and even mpre seri-
ous mental and nervous symptoms.
Hence, nearly everything which could

in human-nature operates freely and
powerfully within the priscm, while
there is an almost complete absence
of anything designed to: induwce a de-
termination upon reformation or te
give any adequate guidance and en-
couragement to any such salutary
decision on the part of the convict.

Prisem life also degrades the
prison officials. Having as their
chief practical function the main»tag-n-
ing of the inmates in custedy. they
quickly develop the psychology of
the animal-tender in the 200, with
even less solicitude for the com-
fort and happiness of the partiaul;lzr
n
order to- simplify and render more
certain this task of keeping the
prisoner safely caged, rules of prison
discipline have evolved which furnish
the basis for prison cruelty and for
the inevitably savage or sullen re-
action of the inmates to such rules.
These rules, basic in prison admin-
istration, invariably have as an ob-
ject the facilitating of safe and
permanent incarceration but rarely,
if ever, the encouragement of efforts

psychosis, which operates equally
disastreusly upen guard and inmate,
there is the unspeakable monotony
of prison life which bears nearly

as heavily upon the guards as upon|

the convicts. This  situation tends
to make the prison guards ever
more impatient, surly and inhuman,
while their conduct makes the prison-
ers ever more resentful of their
treatment, in this way increasing
the problems of discipline and stim-
ulating further official savagery.
Thus the vicious circle goes ever on.

Modern methods of prison disei-
pline and administration would de-
grade even the highest type of hu-
man personality, whereas the aver-
age pgison official is drawn from
below Exe average of human ability,
honesty and culture, and is usually
only a minor cog in the political
machine. There is rarely, if ever,
any special training for this pro-
fession, and almost never does a
prison’ official, with the possible ex-
ception of a féw wardens or parole
officers, possess the slightest knowl-
edge of the science of ecriminology.
It is literslly trfie that the qualifi-
cations for‘'a prisom guard are often
no higher than are required for
those who carry food and water to
the animals in a first-class metro-
politan zo0. The technical prepara-

is obviously far inferior to that
which is required of an animal
trainer in a first-class circus.

Even the public does not escape
from  the degrading influence of
penal administration. Though it is
usually overlooked in discussions of
the psychological effects of prison
administration, it is probable that
some of the most serious and dis-
astrous aspects of . modern prison
cruelty are not those evils which
affect the prisoners or the prison
officials but are rather the out-
growth of the effect of this system
upon the public mind. In the first
place, imprisonment supplies the

‘present method of carrying out the
revengeful spirit of outraged so-

| ciety, which thus secures satisfaction

for the wrongs, real or alleged, that
are brought upon it by the convict.
In ar earlier period of criminal
justice culprits were punished by
mob vengeance, and
is the present substitute for this
more primitive technique. Along

| with this element of social protec-

tion expressed in a crude psycholog-
ical form, there must be taken into
consideration the fundamentally
eruel and sadistic tendencies of hu-
man groups, well analyzed by 8.
Sighele, E. D. Martin and others.
The savagery of contemporary im-
prisonment offers a vicarious release
of " these sadistic traits under re-
spectable and approved circumstan-
ces, whereas relatively few individ-
uals would personally and individu-
ally find . themselves able to carry
out, or would admit themselves sub-
ject to, such obviously sadistic im-
pulses when openly expressed in a
lynching.

To  this function of imprisonment

as a means of manifesting social
revenge and securing social protec-
tion, and as an ‘elegant” method of
expressing collective sadism, there
should be added the powerful factor
of social catharsis which rests upon
the age-old notion and symbol of
the scapegoat. Our individual sense
of guilt is drained off, and we in-
evitably feel a certain vicarious re-

' Yease and satisfaction at the convic-

tion and imprisonment of an alleged
culprit, who symbolically bears to
the prison the sins of his social
group. The insistence of those who
wreck corporations, banks and rail-
roads, leaving a train of poverty-
stricken widows and orphans, upon
the necessity of solemn severity in
the punjshment of a man who has
stolen a few dollars’ worth of bread
or cloth or has failed to pay his

milk bill admirably illustrates the}

operation of this mechanism.

It is frequently charged by law-
yers and judges who recognize the
failures of our contemporary meth-
ods of repressing crime, but who are
unwilling to admit their own pri-
mary responsibility for this condi-
tion, that the present crime wave
is due to the fact that we are
coddling prisoners in our penal in-
stitutions. It is a cheap and easy
allegation of such individuals that
our prisons are being made over
into attractive men's clubs for ad-
mission which free individuals
might well clamor in droves. The
writer recalls hearing ogs well-
known lawyer refer to Sing Sing
as perhaps the ﬁnest/: men’s club
in' New York state. "How utterly
absurd and baseless this charge is
may be discovered by even a casual
perusal of such works as Mrs.
O’Hare’s In Prison, Tannenbaum’s
Waeall Shadows, or Fishman’s Cruci-
bles of Crime. It is worthy of note
that none of the eminent jurists
who preoclaim the attractiveness of
Sing Sing have been known to make
any effort to.spend their week-ends
within its environs. The fact is
that, with the exception of the highly
temporary service of a few men,
such as Dr. Kirchwey at Sing Sing,
and Mr. Stutsman at Rockview in
Pennsylvania, few modern prisons
have ever been under the control
of a man who might Be called in
any technical sense a trained and
informed criminologist. In its funda-

imprisonment’

mentals the prison system is still as
savage and repressive and as far
removed from a direct stimulation-
of reformative efforts as it was
seventy-five years ago. If our pres-
ent prisons fail ‘to reform prison-
ers it is obviously because of, the
inadequacy of the whole spirit and
procedure of - the repressive and
punitive system of discipline which
has thus far prevailed in penal in-
stitutions. and not because modern
criminologists have mitigated or de-
moralized the earlier savagery.

VI. A SCIENTIFIC PLAN FOR THE RE-
PRESSION OF CRIME.

Some who aecept the validity  of
this indictment of the modern prison
system might ask what we have to
substitute. The answer is easy in
theory, but the possibility of intro-
ducing a rational system of treating
the -criminal in the face of public
ignorance and bias is highly remote.
As crime is' a medical problem, we
should, as in general medicine, lay
primary stress upon preventative
therapy. As far as possible, we
should prevent the procreation of
types likely to be unusually predis-
posed toward anti-social conduct.
Here we have the field of negative
eugenics and sterilization. Juvenile
courts and child guidance -clinics,
thoroughly linked up with the public-

school system, will enable us to dis-|

cover sufficiently early those types
which, through an unfavorable en-
vironment, with resulting bad habits,
or through various nervous or men-
tal difficulties, seem headed toward
a criminal career. By careful atten-
tion to these cases we may certainly
save many from disaster and fit
them for constructive and law-abid-
ing social existence. Highly unfor-
tunate living -conditions, which gen-
erate these bad habits that lead to
crime, should be rapidly and thor-
oughly eliminated. This would re-
quire not only better housing condi-
tions, better facilities for recrea-
tion, and better educational methods,
but also such a fundamental reor-.
ganization of economic life and mo-
tives as would lead to the possibility
for every able-bodied individual to
earn a decent livelihood.

In the case of those convicted of

crime, all who have not been guilty
of the more serious types of crimes,
or who, upon examination, do not
reveal highly defective, abnormal,
or dangerous personalities, should
not be- incarcerated in any type of
institution, but should be released
on probation under a suspended sen-
tence. In this situation they should
have the most careful- and sympa-
thetic assistance of psychiatric clin-
ics and well trained social workers,
from whom both practical guidance
and encouragement to reform may
be secured. Thorough going exami-
nation of those who seem to re-
quire incarceration should be pro-
vided. Such obviously non-reforma-
ble types as low-grade feeble-minded
prisoners, paretic conviets, and in-
sane. convicts, suffering from other

manded to the proper institutions
for permanent segregation irrespec-
tive of the crime committed.

We would then have remaining
the group which could not be safely
entrusted at the outset of probation
and apparently does not require per-

manent segregation. This group
should be classified and subjected
to the desirable form of medical,

o
treatment and social reeducation.
Physical health should be restored
and maintained at the highest pos-
sible level. Neuroses and psychoses
should be treated through psycho-
analysis and other psychiatrie meth-
ods. Social reeducation along such
lines as Mr. Osborne’s Mutual Wel-
fare League should be introduced in
order to create the proper social
habits of trust and responsibility.

The ggssibility of maintaining one’s
self Through lawful modes of ac-
tivity should be assured by the

teaching of a trade or profession
to those not already thus equipped.
After such a scheme” of treatment
the individual convict would then
be in a position to be subjected to
experimental release. There should
be as thorough after-care for the
discharged criminal as now' accom-
panies the release of the inmate of
a psychopathic hospital. ,Every ef-
fort should be made to secure em-
ployment for the discharged convict
and to bring about adequate read-
justment to normal social existemce.
In the case of a relapse, as dem-
onstrated by the repetition of crimi-
nal conduct. the individual should
be taken back for further treatment.
If repeated experiments in this re-
spect prove unsuccessful, then the
individual should be permanently
segregated.

Such a scheme as. we have out-
lined above would really secure that
reformation and social protection
which' the present prison system as-
sumes to achieve but fails to exe.
cute to any significant degree what-
ever, In the case of those an pro-
bation it would provide guidance and
encouragement toward reformation
and would avert the degrading in-
fluence of jail or prison life.. By
bringing about the permanent segte-
gation of non-reformable types,
irrespective of the seriousness of the
crime, we should protect society per-
manently from the potentially dan-
gerous group who are today released
to prey upon society. With respect

ito the third group, those subjected

to treatment in institutiohs set aside
for the handling of the criminal
classes, every expedient and device
to bring about reformation would be
actually applied, and the failure of
such efforts would be adequate in-
dication of the necessity for that
permanent segregation which would
give complete protection from the
recidivist criminal who now . carries
on his depredations as long as his
life goes on, .

~In the place of the contemporary
prison, which does nothing to reform
the convict and does everything to
degrade and destroy his persomality,
we should have institutions pre-
sided over by socially-minded experts
who would do everything possible
to promote reformation and nothing
to produce mental, moral, and phys-
ical disintegration. The present sys-
tem -neither protects nor. reforms,
while the system proposed would

-achi both t i i
incurable psychoses should be .rer iac ieve both to the highest possible

egree consistent with the defects

Antherent in any scheme devised by

man or applied to human material.
If it be objected that this plan
would be so pleasant that penal
institutions would be swamped with

,voluntary applicants, one might ask
" the

disconcerting question as to
to whether any great mobs have
yet been observed clamoring for
admission to state hospitals for the

insane or to colonies for the feeble-
minded? The prison of the future,
whether ealled a prison er not, would
bear a close resemblance in its ob-
jectives and methods to the better
state hospitals for the insame which
now exist. Certainty of apprehen-
sion and, treatment according to
scientific methods would act as a de-
terrent to a far greater degree than
the present slight prospect of sub-
jection to contemporary prison sav-
agery, and it would possess the enor-
mous advantage of bringing the re-
sources of modern science to bear
upon the task of protecting society
from the anti-social classes.

Those who advocate a continuation
or increase of the savage contem-
porary system of repression as the
best method of eliminating crime,
point to the Baumes Laws in New
York State and to the allegation—
possibly true—that these laws have
notably diminished crime. In the
first place, we cannot be sure that
they have actually diminished anti-
social action, as many have been

driven into borderline activity not:

yet branded as overtly criminal. The
one great lesson of criminological
history is that severity of punish-
ment is not an adequate deterrent,
as proved by such facts as that the
public hangings of pick-pockets had
to be discontinued in England be-
cause of the great increase of pocket
picking at such occasions. There is
no doubt that severe punishments
bave some effect. The amount of
pneumonia would probably be re-
duced by making its contraction a
crime punishable by imprisonment
for five years, but one would not
contend on that account that this
would be the best possible preven-
tive for this particular disorder.

Let us see what actually happens
under the dispensation of the Baumes
Law. 1In order to receive the life

sentence, ‘which is the core of the
Baumes Laws, the offender .must
have been convicted four times of a
felony. Under average circumstances
this would mean that such a person
had committed from ten to fifteen
crimes. Hence his depredations upon
society would be enormous before
the protection—expensive to main-
tain—is secured at all. Under the
system which we have outlined as
the program of scientific criminology,
the protection would have been
secured much earlier and at less
expense. In the first, place, most
of the fourth offenders would, under
a scientifically guided system, never
become criminals but would be de-

tected in childhood and either cured

by clinics or segregated in the
proper institutions. In the case of
those committing crime we should
not wait until the fourth offense,
but would take the individual in
hand at approximately his first of-
fense and .either treat or segregate
him so as to render him no. longer
a menace to society. We cannot
expect one hundred percent success
with such a scheme, but we should
escape the mnear hundred percent
failure of the present system.

VII. THE OUTLOOK

In conclusion, we may consider
the gquestion as to whether there is
any hope of introducing such a scien-
tific mode of coping with the crime
problem. It may be answered at the
outset that there is not the slight-
est possibility of such a comprehen-
sive and thoroughgoing plan being

adopted as a-whole. The best that
can be hoped for is piece-meal prog-
ress. Occasionally, we shall get the
invaluable exact information as to
the extent of crime and the modes
of dealing with it in certain impor-
tant metropolitan areas. Examples
of such progress are the recent sur-
vey of the crime situation in>'Cleve.
land, carried out under the direction
of the Harvard Law School faculty,
the 'Misgouri Criminal Survey, The
INineis Crime Survey, and the pre-
posed investigation of the crime situ-
ation im Boston under the auspices
of the group of progressive lawyers
in the Harvard Law School. Nega«
tive eugenics and sterilization may.
slowly and gradually be .intreduced
for application to the lowest grades
of human derelicts. Rather extensiva
progress may be hoped for with re-
spect to child guidance clinies  and
the growing reliance of judges in
juvenile courts upon the expert ad-
vice of psychiatrists and sociologists.
From time to time a progressive
judge in a criminal cofirt may be
induced to stretch the law and prae-
tice sufficiently to take into consid-
eration the advice of medical and
psychological experts, with respect
to both the conduct of the trial and
the determination of sentence. A
few progressive states, following the
lead of Massachusetts, may provide
for the mental and physical exami-
nation of criminals amd ultimately
make some practical use of the in-
formation thus obtained. A few in.
telligent and independent prison
wardens may in the future be con-
verted to gome such seheme of in-
mate self-government as that de.
vised at the George Jumior Republie
and applied for the first time im a
penal institution for adults by A Mr..
Osborne. The progress of education
in the field of criminalogy may
slowly but surely bring society .to
a point where it will be as willing
to hand. over the control of the
criminal to experts as it hag become
in the last century to entrust the
treatment of the insane to thése
technically competent in the premi-
ses.

To the writer the whole matter
seems primarily to be the issue as
to whether this piece-meal progress
in applying the essentials of crimi-
nal science will be able to outrun
the increasing incitement to crime
inevitable in the growing complex-
ities and temptations of contempo-
rary civilization. If we can intro-
duce science into the repression of
crime more rapidly than contem-
porary civilization inereases the
crime rate, we may ‘look ¥orward
with optimism to the future. If the
ignorance of the public and the big-
otry, intolerance and -stupidity of
lawyers and judges s6 obstructs the
progress of - intelligence-and - seienca
in the field of the repression of
crime that the increase of crime
comes to be markedly greater than
the advance of science in' this field,
we wmay well expect the ultimate
extinction of the social order and
the gradual disappearance of human
society. Hence, the worst enemies
of society would appear to the mod-
ern criminologist to be, mot so much
the degraded felon as the- convene
tional jurist and lawyer who con-
sciously or uneonséiously is doihg
his level best, through defending
archaic, methods, to fncrease the
number and permanence of the deline
quent class in contemporary society.
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as the dogma of immortality has

lost force in the thoughts of men— |

as the skeptical attitude toward life
has grown—our social conditions and
our peérsonal attitude toward the
interests of this human world have
brightly improved. Even Christians
who profess as firmly as ever to
believe im immortality have a far
less definite hope of heaven than
did their devout prototypes of a cen-
tury ago; but they enjoy life a great
deal more, for it is the reality be-
fore us and not the illusive fiction
of a future life that calls forth the

| more profound and genuine response.

No effort- of faith can supply the
place of the vital assurances that
we have while we cling solidly to
the life we know. Few people now-
adays try to live in submission to
religious dictates if that religion
means any considerable denial of the
good things of life; and we can
easily judge by their actions that
Christians are not inspired in anv
real way by the thought of immor-
tality; they react naturally tc life

except forced terms, just as the rest
of us do. Those Christians (one
assumes that such rare animals can
still bé found) who really try to

tHve as if the éye of a God were

upon them and their salvation in a
future life were at stake miss a
great dea)l in life that a sane atti-
tude and a fullér understanding
would give thesh and they do not
have a better approach to death
than the rést of us; they  die un-
willingly through the $ame proc-

" lesses of mature and any fecling of

ihe does not choose death and celes-

and they distinguish practically be  tial
: > C ¥ D€ himself he turns to the thought of
tween life and death, taking life on 1iri~}lm’s:rta1ity. g
the best realistic terms they can'y ijiant ang assuring, but because

arrange and accepting death on none |

hope which they may have (which

cannot be very strong when the
feeling of life is so weak) is no
better than a feeble, transitory

grasping at a° shadow when there
it no longer any substance upon
which they retain their hold.

And when the Christian faces
death courageously (though not more
courageously than the skeptic), we
are to reflect that—if his_courage
be due to his belief in imngortality
—his attitude partakes more of
hopeful credulity than real fortitude.
There is nothing of bravery in a
man’s dying with a good grace when
he thinks that death is but .the
change from'an imperfect to a per-
fect life. One should expect the
Christian to show gladness rather
than courage in facing death. It is
a fine bargain for him, if his belief
is correct. We are familiar with
the Christian hymns that tell of
promises and glories to. come and
mansions in heaven and. the like—
all bribes, it would seem,- to induce
a false courage or rather, in the-
ory at least, a joyful expectancy.
One suspects the weakness of be-
lief in these promises, inasmuch as
they do not give the Christian a
unique attitude toward death while
he is actively in the midst of life:
then he is just as strongly attached
to life and as anxious to keep death
at a distance as other men are. So
long as the Christian .can choose,

glory; when he cannot help

not because it is so
it is the only hope that he can see.

On the other hand, the skeptic is
upheld by no such false courage or
childishly deluding hope. He it is
who faces death with entire, genu-
ine courage, realizing clearly the
nature of death, not bribed into
submission but taking his fate like
a man, dying as he has lived with a
realism that is_uncompromising. He
has no fear of death; he is not in
the position of the believing “sin-
ner” who may - fearfully seek re-

pentance when he thimks that at

last he is in immediate danger of
descending intc eternal torment for
his “sins,” It is the “sinner” who
believes in future rewards and pun-
ishments who might logically be ex-
pected to fear death—or rather not
death itself but what he thinks may
follow death. According to his be-
lief, he has transgressed divine laws
and must suffer the penalty. He
has not the Christian’s hope that
death means celestial glory nor the
skeptic’s certainty that death iz but
2 painless extinction.

Yet there is no evidence that
“sinners” are commonly reduceéd to

such a condition of fear. Although
they have no reasoned attitude of
skepticism, the threat of future
punishment seems to have made no
impression of deep reality upon
them; if anything, they are more
likely to regret that they must part
with pleasant ‘“‘sins.” When a man
does feel terrified at the end of
life, we can see -in that fact only
a bitter condemnation of religion.
It is a black shadow of falsehood
and intimidation that religion has
thrown across the grave. There is
no doubt that in the past the Chris-
tian doctrine of future rewards and
punishments has impressed more of
terror than of hope upon suscéptible
minds. © Both the terror and the
hope have faded in modern times,
since heaven and hell have come to
be regarded geneérally as mere. fig-
ures of speech and the stark defi-
niteness of the old-time religion has
been necessarily modified by the in-
fluenice of modern culture even upon
Christians who, if they are not fully
abreast of intelléctual progress, find
the theology of a century ago quite
untenable today., There is no ques-
tion that immortality is a less vivid
and literal belief today tham it was
during the centuries of triumphantly
orthodox faith and dogma; yet life
is more stimulated by intelligent hu-
‘man purpose, our activities are
wider and more ambitious and riore
humane too, and the interest of
life (unshadowed by creeds of sme
pernaturalism) was néver so .strong;
while men die more peacefully when
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they have less concern about a
future life. For Christianity never
made death more attractive, but it
did unnecessarily surround the event
of death with doubts and fears.

After all, the question of immor-
tality is to be settled by the evi-
dence. It is a begging of the ques-
tion to say that it is a pleasant
belief; it is a fallacy to argue that
it is needed as an inspiration or a
moral control in life; and it has not
been shown that men die more wil-
lingly and easily with ' the belief
than without it, What really should
be considered. first and last, is
whether the idea is true. If it is
not true, then it has absolutely no
value: and certainly it is only
through the conviction that it is
true that men can draw from it
any of the assumed inspiration or
consolation. It is idle to tell a man
that he should believe in immortality,
not because it is true, but because
it is more pleasant; such an invi-
tation to Belief is entirely too doubt-
ful; and while the belief in immer-
tality is at bottom a wish-belief,
the believers are persuaded first of

all in some fashion (so illogical and
tricky is the mind) that it is true.

A Bellef which a man admits to be
false or very doubtful could not
be a véry encouraging belief; the

| wish may be father to the thought,

but thé thought must be confidently
held else it means nothing.

And so Christians must discuss
immortality on the ground of its as-
sumed trutbfulness; they must sub-
mit evidence, offer proof, and meet
arguments exactly as in the discus-
siocn of amy idea; of course they
cannot guccessfully do this, but upon
them nevertheless rests the burden
of maintaining the truth, not the at-
tractiveness or the reassurance, of
immortality,. They do indeed claim
that it is a true idea, that it is as
real as life and death, and their
othet arguments are but sophistical
dodges and guibbles imto which they
are driven by the weakness of their
centyal position. If it could be
proved that immortality were -abso-
lutely true, obviously it would not

be thought necessary to fall back
upon any less direct and intellectual
appeal. The sophistry that is so
curiously displayed in discussing
this idea is a sign of the shaky in-
tellectval basis upon which it rests
—or, let us say, a significant re-
minder that it rests upon no basis
of definite and assured fact, but is
merely a theory that is animated
by a wish and set forth in point-
less, proofless words.

Just how much real beliet thers
has ever been in immortality is diffi-
cult to say. Belief is such' an un-
certain quantity: a man may for-
mally profess a belief and be quite
sincere yet it may not have ‘the
full, simple convincingness- of re-
ality: a man may honestly argue in
behalf of the theory of immortality
but he knrnows life and he knows
death as a fact. It is douabtful
that very many ever believed in im-
mortality in the sense that they had
a profound and serene and sure
conviction; they have believed in it
superstitiously, theoretically, = and’
often reservedly but it has not. had
the simple, undeniable force of re-
alism. That it has been. believed to
any extent illustrates how credulous
is the. human mind, hew superficial,
and how careless or indifferent in
actual reasoning.

What the reasoning man asks in
the first place is' some good evidence
for the assumption. - Unlegs sach evi-
dence is forthcoming, the assumption
remains—merely am assumption, 4
dogmatic assertiom which has. neth-
ing back of it but the mere word
of the believer. Obviously, the only
real proof of immortality weuld
have to be supplied by the dead
themselves—and, it is needless ' to
say, the dead have never spoken.
-on the subject. The knowledge of
the living is confined to the great
realities of life and death. Every
word spoken on behalf of the dogma
of immortality has beén spéken by
men who hall obviously no way of
knowing about .any life beyond
death. They could only depend upon

faith, upom Scripture, or upon that
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treacherous and misleading kind of
argument, analogy.

Faith, of course, is an admission
of a lgek of knowledge. It must,
too, be faith in something or some-
one.” If the Christian declares that
he has faith in a God, he must first
of all prove his God; if he says
that he has faith in the Bible, we
reply  that the Bible was written
by men who knéew no more about
the subject than emr next-door neigh-
bor; if he argues that he has faith
in 8 purpose of nature, we reply
that mature has no purpose but that
the way of nature is that the in-
dividual shall die. However, immor-
tality requires the assumption of a
God; men who reject supernatura-
alism, who profess to believe in im-
mortality from a purely rational
standpoint, are inconsistent; it is a
religious idea and cannot be de-
fended on phxlosophlc or natural
grounds.

After all, the simplest kind of be-
lief in immortality, intellectually
worthless though it be, is that of
the Christian who regards the Bible
ag the literal repository of divine
truth: if a man believes the Bible
tales about men who walked and
talked with God, who had visions
of heaven, who were visited by an-
gels, and who were resurrected
from the grave—if he accepts such
fabulous stuff as serious evidence
and does mnot proceed inquiringly
beyond it—then he may feel that
the question of immortality is settled
for him. His appeal, to the au-
thority of the Bible, however, ean
bave absolutely no force except for
men who hold a similar belief. This
appeal is not of a general, convine-
jng value in an age when the Bible
itself has been riddled by relentless
criticism and when men more widely
than ever reject the assumption, on
the ground of common sense as well
as scientific criticism, that any col-
Jection of writings can pass as God's
word.

If a Christian does not take the
Bible literally but rests his belief
in immortality upon a vague faith in
God or the significance of the “spir-
itual” life, he has precisely no case
at all: =0 long as a man insists that
faith iz a valid basis for belief, he
cannot enter into an intelligent dis-
cussion. The philosophic argument
for immortality is also vague and
weak and unconvincing, taking for
its starting point the purely ficti-
tious assymption of a “spiritual”
nature in man and of the death of
the body as merely an incident in
the etermal life of the “spirit.” The
philosopher who argues in behalf of
immortality is at heart, by necessary
implication, a believer in .a God:
talk about a purpose in nature and
an eternally arranged destiny for
an individual “soul” is meaningless
without -the assumption of a God.

The :most popular argument for
immortality is' that the wish implies
the ' fulfilment. It is of course
absurd on the face of it that by
wishing something to be so we can
make -it ‘so: if that were the case,
life would be all magic. Put the
wish more definitely and it is easy
to see how absurd it is: say that a
Christign wishes to be an angel with
barp and wings, and one sees how
childish it is to argue that his wish
cdrries. with it imevitably its proof
and realization. And, again, let us
understand that there is mo genuine
universal wish for immortality as
a future dream or theological doc-

ing of the gimple, mtuml wish te
if men expressed

live.  Actually,
their real wish they iwould all be
favor of a continuation of their

as we are healthy and life is im-
teresting to us we should naturally
wish to continue ouwr present exis-

immortality after death. No Chris-
tian, if he were free to ehoose, would

the chance .of a more perfect life:
his choice would be this life and
not some other life. But of course
he knows that he must quit this life
and so he clings to the belief that
death s only a transition and a new
beginning—yet the belief does . not
reconcile him to death. I hawve mot
the least doubt that any Christian
would be glad to trade his interest
in heaven for an extra ten or twenty
years of life on earth. The reason
is clear: this life is certain while
‘the theory of a future life iz omly
a theory and one which cannet even
be framed in a vivid, conceivable
way. Words of faith and dogmn
may be easily put-together and in-
toned with solemn piety, but facts
remain and they are perforce recog-
nized by believers and unmbelievers,
who feel the force of them equally
although they cannet be equally
clear in their intellectual position.

The question of immortality is,
after all, not to be decided by re-
ligious dogmas, by metaphysical ar-
guments. nor by unintelligent wishes.
It is a scientific question and facts
must decide #. Facts have decided
it, for all who have the intellectual
clarity and courage to recognize the
simple truth and finality of the
decision. 'There is the universal
fact of death, from which no form
of life is exempt. We know that
men have always died, just as other
animals, but we have no record of
a single man ever returning to life
from beyond the grave, nor have
we the slightest bit of evidence that
there is any life beyond the grave.
Life in general is continually re-
produced in mnew individual forms,
but the individual dies and is no
more. Our common knowledge of
death should be enough to repudiate
completely and finally the notion of
immortality: and in practice this is
the case, whatever men may profess
in theory: practically, all men are
certain that death is really the end
of life and the fiction of immor-
tahty, however devoutly adhered to
in formal belief, has no definite
bearing upon our attitude toward
death. It is of no use to try rea-
soning ourselves away from the
facts: such reasoning, so called, is
merely a metaphysical playing with
words and abstract arrangements
of logic that have no reality.

One little fact that could actuslly

be produced in proof of immortality
‘would be\of infinitely more weight

that- one can find in A’che libraries.
The reasoning may be very ingen-
ious, the logie (provided one starts’

falls to pieees when we confronmt
the clear reality of death, Plato is
no more reassuring than Jesus; on
the subject, and nataral philosophy
has nothing better to offer than re-
ligion with “its _dogmas. The in-
telligent man is not satisfled with
this kind of reasoning;
impressed -by mere . declarations of
faith; he finds it irrelevant to.talk

trine. It is but a fantastic stretch-
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immortality (i is, anyway, too vague
and formless an idea to be speken
of as beautiful); what he wants is
scientific evidence. But that evi-
dence is not forthcoming; scientific-
ally, we simply know that we die
and that this is the end of life. The
dead do not speak; and the knowl-
edge of the living is brought to a
sharp, realistic pause by the tangi-
ble fact of death; # is the end and
we cannot deny it so ardently but
that we stjll realize 7t to be the end.

Curiously enough, while immor-
tality is said to be a great eternal
truth that men have always been
certain of, we observe that under
the examination of centuries during
which men have been very eager to
defend the idea and to place it in
the most appealing and assuring
light mot a shadow of proof has
been brought to view. It is'the same
with the idea of the “soul,” upon
which the idea of immortality de-
pends: men have discussed it, ar-
gued about it, offered ingenious ex-
planations of it, tried in every way
to satisfy themselves of its existence
and nature: but it has all been
futile, and the idea of the *soul”
is today as baseless and vague a
fiction as it was when men first
superstitiously conceived the fancy.
One would say that the “soul” must
first be demonstrated to our com-
plete and clear satisfaction before
the assumption of immortality is
possible.

It is further significant that our
ideas of the “soul” and immortality
come from the crude, essentially
primitive speculations of men in an
early, unscientific stage of civiliza-
tion: they are, in the very essential
meaning of the word, superstitious;
men forget their crude origin, be-
cause they have been put into re-
fined metaphysical language and in-
corporated in the traditional dogmas
of religion. These ideas have mno
place in a scientific culture and
view of life, True, science does not
concern itself directly with these
fantastic speculations: it is con-
cerned with the study of realities;
but among the realities science does
not find a “soul” or any shadow
of a suggestion of immortality. We
find no trace of a “soul” in the
living, and of course it is impossible
to find a trace of immortal “soul”
life through which the dead are
transformed into something else.
There is no better reason for think-
ing that a human being has a
“gpirit” that mysteriously animates
him than the savage had for think-
ing that a. stream had a “spirit’
that caused it to flow or that a
tree had a “spirit” which caused
its leaves to move and its branches
to sway in the wind. - *Spiritism”
is a crude, primitive form of be-
lief, superstitious rather than in-
tellectual, superficial rather than
profound born -of fear and and .ig-
norance and incompatible with a
rational knowledge of things. And
however imposingly in language and
theory the thought of immortality
E may be- presented, it is mneverthe-
Tess ‘a feature of “spiritism.”

There -are, again,
practical questions that one natur-
ally asks concerning the idea of
immortality. (It is, of course, a
kind "of solecism ta speak of tak-
ing a praectical view of such an
utterly impractical, unreal question
—but there are criticisms that the
practical intelligence will make.)
We want to know, for one thing,
what conceivable end could be served,

in what way the purpose (assuming
such a thing) of nature would be
furthered, by such a solicitous care
for individual consciousness. Evi-
dently the essential thing in nature,
or the tendency of nature under life-
supporting conditions, is that life
in general shall continue and re-
produce itself in a succession of in-
dividual forms. There is no reason
that any sane man can perceive or
possibly figure out why the “I” that
i§ a particular personal conscious-
ness should live forever. Men lhive
and die, and other men live and die
in succeeding generations; the in-
dividual ceases to exist but life

matter there is no reason why life
should go on forever, and indeed
scientists tell us that in the faroff
future our earth will be a frozen
and lifeless planet.

It is ridiculous to argue that every
human. being has a precious ‘“soul”
that must and will be carefully
preserved throughout eternity; and
the idea of selective immortality,
while one could make a fanciful
argumeént for it (as one could for
almost any idea), is not more rea-
sonablé; obviously, if one man has
a “soul” the same is true of 'all
men, and if the “soul” is immortal
that truth would apply equally to all
men, and the “soul” of a yokel would
g0 deat‘hlessly on just as the “soul”
of a genius would. But why should
there be such a concern for personal
immortality? The average man is
of very limited and temporary im-
portance; and the usefulness of the
genius lives on in the work that
‘|he bequeaths to Posterity; it is
not necessary, however, for any
purpose of life that either the in-
dividual who is a genius or the in-
dividual who is merely commonplace
should live for a certain length of
time.

There is also the practical question
conecerning the scene and the condi;
tions of immortality. Where, to use
,|the Christian' term, iz heaven lo-
catéed? What sort of place is it?
What form
do wé assumé there and what sort
of life is waiting there for us? If
|these  seem foolish questions, it is

a number of|,;

goes on without him; and for that|

only because the whole subject of
immortality is essentially foolish.
Certainly these are important ques-
tions #f the hope of immortality is
to have a satisfying shape and
meaning in our minds. Yet of"defi-
nite answers we have none save the
most obviously childish and impos-
sible. Even Christians are surren-
dering the old picture of a lteral
heaven of golden streets and angels
flying aimlessly to and fro: and
even that old heaven was never
pictured clearly and completely but
was no more than a fantastic sketch,
It is natural also that we should
be curious to inquire ¢if we seri-
ously consider the guestion at all)
in what form we shall live through-
out eternity. Usually we are put off
with the vague answer that we shall
have a “spiritual” life—and that is
no conceivable life at all; we shall,
it seems, be as formless as the air
and it would seem to be quite as
satisfactory that our senseless dust
should blow about the earth. We
are given no hint of what our oc-
cupations and interests may likely
be in that imaginary other world.
Anyway, what could a “spirit” do
to pass the slow eternity of time?
Can a “spirit” eat, drink, love, and
be merry? Can a “spirit” be said to
think and hope and plan and sur-
round itself with a particular en-
vironment that may seem personally
desirable to it? Will we, as “spirits,”
continue the association ahd interests
that we know in this life?- That
would seem to be in some sort im-
plied by the promise of a reunion
of friends and loved ones beyond
Ythe grave.

So do questions arise and there
is nobody to answer them. Immor-
tality remains only a word and we
can spell it backwards or arrange
the letters in any haphazard fash-
ion and it will mean no more and
no less. And yet we are told that
this meaningless word, this vague
notion, this insubstantial shadow of
airy nothingness is an inspiration
to us in life and a definite, helpful
consolation in the hour of death,
We are asked to believe that a man
can be reconciled to the surrender
of the solid, familiar delights of
earth, to the loss of his real and
definite form and consciousness, by
the assurance that he will live for-
ever -in some unguessable, inconceiv-
able way as a “spirit.” Obviously
such an assurance can mean nothing,
can inspire no man with hope, can-
not be taken as a promise of life
that shall ease the mind in facing
death. In fact, religion offers noth-
ing but a senseless denial of death
that cannot impress deep conviction
upon any mind. In®the fullness of
life a man may profess to believe it
but in the hour of death the belief

ful: the great final reality thrusts
aside all childish notions: then one
‘can only die . quite unoriginally,
trusting in medieal science to ease
whatever pain there may be and An
one’s common sense . to accept the
inevitable.

After all,  there is nothing- better
than® an intelligent reahsm in facmg
‘Heath. We should face it Just as
(if ,we have strength of character
and whdt one wmay call a healthy

fatalism) ‘we endure . pain and grief
and disappointment and the familiar
contrasts of life. By the time we
have reached years of mature in-
telligence, we should be thoroughly
familiarized with the chances of life
and the settled facts of nature and
the inevitable end that is death. It
is far better that we should see
these things clearly than that we
should delude ourselves with vain
hopes or fears or imaginings. If
we thus vunderstand the terms of life
and death, we shall be ready to
meet them, not with indifference ex-
actly, but with intelligence and cour-
age. None can face death so simply
as the skeptic, for he faces it truth-
fully . and without the complications
(rather than the consolations) of
religion.

THE DEBUNKER
[Haldeman-Julius Monthly] -

BOUND VOLUMES $2 Each

We still have a small supply of
bound volumes of The Debunker (Hal-
deman-Julius Monthly), at 82 each
postpaid. The following are available,
bound for permanent library use: -

Vol II—June 1925 to Nov. 1925
Vol. I11—Dec. 1925 to May 1926
Vol. IV—June 1926 to Nov. 1926
Vol. V—Dec. 1926 to May 1927
Voi. VI—June 1927 to Nov. 1927
Vol. VII—Deec, 1927 to May 1928
Vol. VIII—June 1928 to Nov, 1928 .
Vol, 1X—Dee. 1928 to May 1929

Haldeman-Julius ) Publications,
Girard, Kansas

FACH POSTPAID | ,
TO ANYADDRESS
IN THE WORLD

Average 64 3/4x5 pages.

15000 words per book

MORE T’HAN
DIFFERENT TI LES
on all subjects

Free Catalog on Request’

" Write to Hsaldeman-Julius Co.,
Girard, Kans,, for free catalog. {

Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom,

is too thin, too formless, too doubt-:

A Window
on Europe

A Weekly Letter from an
5 Englishman Abowt Europe -

John Langdon-Davies

[Copyright, 1929, Haldeman-Julius Co.]

ENGLAND HAS ITS DULLARDS

Whenever an American asks me if
it would be possible to compile a
series of “Anglicana” to set beside
Mr. H. L. Mencken's monthly col-
umns of ‘“Americana¥ or notable
idiocies in speech and writing, I
say that I feel this would be diffi-
cult. But I hasten to add that I
do not mean necessarily that we
have not just as many fools in Eng-
land in proportion to the popula-
tion as there are in Amexica, but
that, thank heaven, our fools keep
quiet.

But today I have been wondering
whether ‘in our own way we do not
produce’ in our newspapers at least
as odd a series of utterances as
these gathered together by Mencken:
the oddity is of a different type,
that is all. 'I have been looking at
that ancient British institution the
“Agony Column” of the Times. That
venerable paper does not start off
on its front page with all the mur-
ders; it devotes the whole sheet ta
small advertisements. First come
two columns of British Marriages
and Deaths: and then the “Personal”
advertisements, or as they are called
“the agony column.” This name,
T suppose, alludes to the strange
mixture of pergonal grievances, sor-
rows, fads and foibles which people
pay a dollar a line to air. This
morning we start off with “Appeal
to new government. Pray, gentle-
men, discountenance the Road Au-
thorities’ stark contempt for foot
passengers. Give us a path beside
the country road, and secure cross-
ing in the cruel street.” 1 wonder
if Mr. Ramsay MacDonald will read
and+« immediately concoct a bill for
the establishment of aids to foot

passengers! Then Mrs. X returns
thanks, etc.,, and rewards are of-
fered for lost diamond rings. “Suf-
ferer from Nerves thanks those

who kindly answered”: how cryptic
that is! Perhaps *“Sufferer from
Nerves” advertised for advice; no
doubt he, or probably she got it.

Some excellent charities desire
help and someone offers to send me
a booklet on Osteopathy and then
comes an éxample of the real agony
classie, a classic form which appears
day after day for generations: here
are today’s examples: “Dolly, What-
éver happens will forgive and forget
unconditionally. Start afresh. Joyce
cries. B. 0.” and, lower in the
column “Jaék. Do sénd your ad-
dress.
always. Miss you dreadfully;”
back soon; hope you'll “see
L F” .

Things, one is told, are seldom
what they seem and there-iz a gen-
eral impression that beneath these
apparently broken hearted Ilovers’
messages there is often something
which does not appear on the sur-
face. After all B. O. and L. F.
and Jack’s friend at Westcliff can
hardly get anything worth having
out of sending a check to the Times
and trusting to their loved ones
reading their rather dull expressions
of regret. Whole books have been
written to explain it all and it is
actually suggested that all these
advertlsements are really code mes-
sages connected with the buying
and selling of stocks and shares,

More akin to ‘“Americana” .than
this peculiarly British ‘‘agony col-
umn,” are the letters which people
write to the. Times and Morning
Post; here we come across a genial
stupidity which must amuse our
American visitors., For some days
a correspondence was published in
the Times on whether you should
take off your hat when interview-
ing your bank cashier: the matter
was clinched by a eclergyman who
wrote, “I always take off my hat
when interviewing bank officials as
they cannot be considered to be
tradesmen”; a delightful example of
the intricate class system under
which we live. A tradesman replied
next day by reminding the minister

of religion that there was a timej.

when clergymen had to sit “below
the salt” at table, and perhaps there
would come a time when clergymen
would remove their hats even in
the presence of' tradesmen.

This year the chief subjects oc-
cupying the correspondence columns
of the Times have been whether
there should be a larger hole in
golf; what to do with the water
famine; and of course the ever vital
new prayerbook. The size of the
golf hole generates a great deal of

Westcliff” and then, “Only,]

very subfle and though [ am Eng-
lish I cannot ses i, pexbaps because
One
paper, the Daily Bepress, bas taken
te providing its own soeisky column
on angther page, thereby making the
that of the
snobs and that ef the anti-snobs.
Other papers publish quite amazing
accounts of the smallest actioms of
the royal family, but this is mot so
much English as international I feel,
when I think of what I have read
in American papers about the Prince
A International also is the
sort of information to be found im
such, to me, frightening periodicals
where the other
day I read ‘“Aunt Agatha’s” answer
to “Isabel” in the etiquette columns,
dear, there is no rule
as to which glove should be pus on
I was relieved, for I feared
for a second, that perbaps I had
put on the wrong glove first all my

1 am wot sufficiently loyal.

best of both worlds,

of Wales.

as “Home Chat”;

“No, Isabel,

first.”

life without knowing it,

But undoubtedly the American who
know anything about
England had better read “Puneh”
for a nation is never more reveal-
ing than when it is off its guard
re-
vealing because half the jokes are
founded on snobbery and class feel-
ing, just as “La Vie Parisienne” is
insistenee
Punch is conservative Eng-
snobbish, well-
mannered, determined to take noth-
ing seriously: the reason why it has

wishes to

and making jokes. “Punch® is

revealing because of its
on sex.

land, self-satisfied,

e

»no- vivel W9 thed young, rebellious
England is #ee hard up agamst it §
to make jokes. Indeed it is a enri-
ous thing that old-fashioned *Eng- !
land is well represented by papers:
of all sorts, but the new Enﬂndf
lis almest unwritten: therefore the'
American gets a good picture of the.
England of country parsonages'
whose occupants write to say howz
many swallows are building this |
year in their eaves, or how to get)
rid of the plague of wasps, or whsti

|

e Sy

Gambndgn scored in cricket agamst
Oxford in 1879; but they" should
not forget the England ' which -is |
fighting grimly against the folly
and blindness of all thess dear old’
genﬁemen.
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“THE

Bl

By E. Haldeman-Julius

AMERICAN
PARADE”

A NEW BOOK BY THE AUTHOR
OF “THE OUTLINE OF BUNK”

An incisive, serious review
it passes by before the eye of
smugness of
their grossness, and the dusty

of the pageant of American life as
the thinker, The pomposities and

“stand-pattism” are dissected and shewn forth in all

remnants of outworn traditions are

swept into oblivion hy the Logic'and Ratienalism of new standards.
Read some of the challenging chapter topics below:

Some of the Challenging Chapters

The Variety and Conflict of Social Forces Out of Which America

Grew.

The Truth of the Charge of “Materialism” Is Something Upon Which
America Is Ready to Accept Congratulations. .
The “Sense of Sin” Is Not So Conspieuous Nor Com/mon Today As It

Was a Few Decades Ago.

‘Shattering the Old,” Traditional and Sacred Has Brought a Lzbera&aza-
tion of Our Attitude Toward Life. .

The Modern American Workingman Has ¢ Sense: of Freedom a,nd a
Certain Relative Advantage Over His “Betters.”’

The Melting Pot Has Not Brought That Intelligent Ea:cha,nge of Culs
ture Which Same Idealists Hoped For.

Reformism As Practiced and’ Preached in America Is a Dogma an

Insult, and an Oppression.

Journalism in Amarica Is a Standardized Machine and a Populmr Skow.
We All Talk Endlessly About “Amerwamsm," But Who Knows What

It Means?
The New American Summed Up

$2.8

postpaid.

a,nd Campazred Witk the Old. "

“The Big American Parade,” by E. Haldemsn-Julius 3
handsomely printed clothbound book, crammed with unusually
stimulating reading, priced speclallv to H. -J

readers at $2.85

HALDEMAN-JULIUS PUBLICATIONS, GIRARD, KANSAS

Astounding Bargain!

Pounds for $1.00!

_Here are books that will startle you into

new lines of thought! A handy

llbrary of books of liberal viewpeint! The
'whale set $1—we pay the postage!y

Works of CLARENCE

DARROW

18 THRILLING SECTIONS—27 TITLES

)

Debate vs. Judge Talley.

Is Prohibition Right? Debate vs.

John Haynes Holmes.

Is Life Worth Living? - Debate ¥s.

Frederick Starr.

Is the Human Mce Getting Any-

where? Debate vs. Starr.

Facing Life Fearlessly. Courageous

Philosophy of Life.

Best Liberal Reading
1,157 Pages, 300,000
Words—Almost Two

1s Capital Punishment Justlfxed?

He denounces people’s pet notions and makes them like it}

pocket

Some Paragraphs Addressi@!ﬁ
Sacialists.

. The Ordeal of Prehihition. :

 The Edwardses and the Jukestdh
Question of He1ed1t¥

Are We Machines? Debate vs. Dr,
Will Durant.

Can the Individual Contrel His (Mv
duct? Debate vs. Prof. Smith, -

Dry-Law Pro and Con. Debate vs,
Wayne B. Wheeler.

Lord’s Day Alliance, Debunking Do Human Beings Have Free erl?l
“Blue” Sundays. Debate vs. Prof. Foster.
Insects and Men: Instinet and  Resist Net Evil, Discussion uj

Reason.

How Voltmre Fooled Priest and

heat,” while no one has been polite| Kin

to anyone else about prayer books
for several years; the only difference

‘between the two toplcs is that while
only golfers are intérested in golf,!|

the hottest and  Dbitterest arguers
about the . prayer books have been
people who Dbeing Baptists and

| Methodists have no intention of us-

ing either the old or the new ones.
A third possible source of “Angli-
cana” is the accounts of royal and
society functions. The King and
Queen open a charity show; the
Queen has her weight taken for six
pence; sormeone asks to see the
weight card: *“‘Dear me no’ the
Qlean wittily replied” as one paper

réports it, The “wit” is of courss

LLC

The Skeleton in the Closet. Famous:

Lecture.
Essay on Walt Whitman,
.Essay on John P. Altgeld.
Realism in- Literature and Art.
Essay on Robert Burms.
Essay on Geo. Burman Foster,

Easily Worth $3
All Yours for $1

This is unquestionably the great-
est bargain ever offered in the
annals of printing! These works
of Darrow comprise 1,167 pages,
or 300,000 words, almost twe
pounds of excellent reading—all

for $1 postpaid to your address ne

matier where you Hva!

Non-resistance.

An Eye for an. Eye. Complete
novel.

Plea in Defense of Loeb and Lec-
pold, the Boy Murderers.

Darrow vs. Bryan in the Famous
Scopes Anti-Evelution Case.

The Defense of a Negro. Famoug
Dr. Sweet Case in Détroit. o

A Day With Clarence Darrow.:

Send $1 With This Blank
Haldeman-Julius Pnbhcaﬁ.m,

Girard, Kansas _
Send me WORKS OF

1 encless $1.

i
€
A

DA‘KOW, 18 cectiono. 27 ﬁﬂds, pot!s
pai. :
Rame.......... . -
Address.......... : -

(ﬂh it o w—-— """~«_;”"""



- Page Four

- THE AMERICAN FREEMAN, GIRARD, KANSAS

_One Dollar by the Year

{ AHIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL COURSE in 60 Handy

\

wE‘bwe only 10,000 sets left of our 60-
volume edition of the popular HIGH
SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL ,COURSE. When

SAVE

| Volumes---Authentic, Up-to-Date---For Home Study
$7.00

Read that list of books—surely those titles are
worth $2.98. Make no mistake about their
usefulness—the set contains a total of 3,488

these 10,000 sets are gone, the contents of
these sixty handy books will be issued in two
iarge, expensively produced clothbound vol-
umes, to sell for $10 per set. These two large
volumes, at $5 each, will contain everything
that the sixty smaller volumes now contain—
not a word wil be omitted! We have de-
cided to make the edition more sumptuous—and consequently more
expensive—because of the tremendouns impression that these worth-
while books have made on the people who are clamoring for self-
education.

Meanwhile, we have 10,000 sets of the 60-volume edition—
68 books in handy pocket size—to sell for $2.98 per set. We are
giving the public a fimal chance to secure this material in this con-
venient, low-priced form. When these 10,000 sets are gone, the
68-volume edition will be discontinued, and the HIGH SCHOOL
EDUCATIONAL COURSE will be sold in two large volumes, in dif-
ferent (more expensive) binding, for a total cost of $10 per set.
Thas, by erdering at once you actuafly save $7! Think of it!
You get this excellent comrse, word for word as it will be when
isseed in the $10 format, for only $2.98, payment in full!

Don’t let this opportunity slip by. Act while yon have the
chance—clip the blank and get a HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL
COURSE for only $2.98—which is positively all you pay for all
68 books, as fisted at the right. :

g L

Test the Value of This Course to You!
Can you answer these questions?

To Fod oun whether these books can help you, test
yourself with the following 15 questions. If you cannot
angorer them all, or if you are in doubt about any ef
them, then you cam be sure that this 60-volume Educa-
tional Course will be of incalculable value to you. If
you eam answer them readily, and if you are certain your
answers are correct, then consider all the rother questions
that these 60 books will answer! These 15 questions are
far too few to be a full index to all the information
contained in the 60 books listed at the right. 'Phey_ serve

- only as the briefest indication of the worth of this set.

(1) Who said: “Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly
to be wise”?

(2) What is meant by “squaring the circle”?

(3) What have the folowing names in common: Van
Buren, Tyler, Polk, Fillmore, Pierce?

(4) What are the four forms of English compesition?

(5) What is psychelegy?

(6) Who were Denatello, CeHini, Belogna, Rodin?

(7) What is the Milky Way?

(8) Who was Delilah?

(9) What fameus speech begins: “Friends, Remans,
countrymen, lend me your ears”?

(10) Whae¢ do the following mean (a) “Sprechen Sie
Dentsch”; (b) “Parlez-vous Francais”; (¢) “Habla usted
Espanel”? date.

(11) How far deoes a falling bedy drep in the first
secend after starting from rest?, )

(12) What dees “ibid.” mean?

(13) What was the Roman geod ef war?

(14) What were the three orders of Greek architec-
tare?

i C15) What chiefly caused the H. 8, Civil War?

ANl of these questions, and huwndreds of ofhers, are
wnderstandably answered in this 60-volnme Educatienal
Ceurse, sotaling come 825,000 words of, text—and the

. price of 60 books is omly $2.98, payment T full. This
srice inclndes the postage to your address. At suwch an
emazingly Jow eost, ean yom henestly afford to be with-
out & set of boeks which premises to be se usefwl and
valmable 0 you? -

Grab

thorough
person to

While these 10,000 sets last
the price is $2.98---after these
are gone the price will be
$10.00 for the large edition.

NOW you can fill in those embarrassing gaps in your kmowledge.
60 handy volumes which fit your pocket or handbag, you can get the essen-
tials of the usual High School Education for only $2.98. This is positively all
you pay—if you use the special order blank below before our remaining 10,000
sets are gone.
What do the words “A High School Education” mean?

your education.

pages, aggregating 825,000 words of text,
which, in the larger library form, on more ex-
pensive paper, people will soon be paying $19
to own. All you have to do is sign and mail
the special blank—uwithout delay! To put
off ordering this course may mean that you
will not be able to get a set for this asteund-
ingly low price. Just 10,000 sets—they will disappear fast!

More than 250,000 sets of this 60-volume edition of omr
HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL COURSE have been sold at $2.98
per set postpaid, more than a quarter of a million! These have
gone to ambitious people everywhere in the United States and
Canada, and to many foreign countries. These people continmally
write us such expressions of approval as, “lI am pleased with the
books—they are so simple, interesting and easy to understand”;
or, “Congratulations on the set of books, containing the elements
of a High School Education; | admire my set very much.”

' You must act quickly if you, too, want a set of these valuable
and useful books. Cut out'the blank while you think of it—if you
put it off you may forget it, and you will lose this last chance to
get this HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL COURSE postpaid to your
address for $2.98, payment in full. And remember—we have
only 10,000 sets left; when these are gone, there will be nothing
available except the expensive $10 edition.

This Chance to Get a 60-Volume High

School Course for Only $2.98, Full Payment!

Here, in

They mean a
grounding in those essentials of modern kmowledge which emable a
be the most efficient in the everyday activities of his work and of his

contact with others. When it is required that a person have a High School Edu-
cation, it is meant that such a person must be equipped with a substantial back-
ground of English, History, General Literature, some Languages, Commereial
Subjects (Business and Economics), Mathematics, Science and the Arts.
expected that such a person will have his intelligence alert and trained to enable
him to learn new things readily, to know where to look for facts not already n
his possession: in short, to be a man or a woman aware of those fundamentals
which form the basis of every education and of all culture,

Probably you have often felt the lack of knowledge you really ought to
have at your command. Perhaps you'did not get the most out of your school-
days, or possibly you were obliged to leave school before you had completed
Or your High School training has slipped into the past, and'
you are “rusty” on many subjects. Whatever the reason for the lack, you feel
that the void is there—and you want to fill in the gaps!- This 60-volume HIcH
SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL COURSE 18 just the thing for you—it is comprehensive,
easily understandable, thoroughly reliable and authentic, and absolutely up to

It is

Whether you wish to study High School Subjects for the first time, or
whether you merely wish to review your High School Education, you will find
these 60 books exactly what you need. Read the list of titles carefully as listed
at the right—amd remember, all you pay for all 60 of these splendid books is
two dollers end ninety-eight cents!

A word about this astonishing low cost—the price of $2.98 for all 60 of

these books is possible, has been possible, because of mass production. These
books have been bought by more than 250,000 people. The popularity of these
‘books is irrefutable indication that they are filling a widespread need. Indeed,

the price is so low that many people get the set just to have the books handy
for reference. ’
In usual library form they would cost perhaps $25; in the new 2-volume cloth
edition they will cost $10—but you can get the same material, word for word,
in 66 pocket-sized volumes, for only $2.98 postpaid!
pomesnens;  SEts are all we have.

At such a price no one can afford to be without these books.

But remember—10,000

You must not delay a moment! Grab this chance NOW !

& piatee. y Soes
| [

Easy to Understand
Tnmommofbmdxywd'musby. This

Eduocational Course wil be found refresh-
Ingly different from the wsumal educational vol-
e, Emboakhaabeenwcitteu%;ﬂhe
seader cemstantly in mind. Every page is clear
»d peadily wmderstandahle by the average per-,
sen. Ne atbemapt is spared to provide books
whirh gveryone can wse o learn without the aid
of an Enstrector.

The actual size

text clearer.

in these books (except the 'ref.erence
dictionaries) is 8-point; this is ap-
proximately the size type used in
your daily newspaper. ]
read. Many of the books have illus-
trations and diagrams te make the
' The boeks are uni-
formly heund in stiff covers; they are
substantial and meat in appearance.
The paper is good white beek paper.
Each beek centains, as a rale, abeut
15,000 words, or 64 pages.

Variety of Subjects

CONSLDER for a moment the wide scope of

these sixty books—think just how compre-
hensive they are! There are 825,000 words in
these sixty volumes. They include a wonderful
variety of subjects, from history and economics
and literature to mathematics, foreign lan-
guages and the arts. Even commercial sub-
jects, such as geography and typewriting, are
inciuded. You get a substantial foundation in

of the type used

It is easy to

Bvery book im this 60-wolume set is seif- <
teachimg—that is the plan that underlies them al, o make mo im-
strocter mecesgary. Of course, the books are of no value unless you
pead them with the determimation to learn. There is mo royal road
to kwowledge just by letting your eyes mun idly over the printed
page! But if you hawe real ambition, then these are books to help
you get ahead—these are books which may be ef more gesmine benefit
bo 'ysu than all four years of formal High School trainfng.

The simplicity of these books is truly amazing. You will be
gratified te find them entirely lucid fin every way. No subject is
kept difficult—eil ame presented to you so that you cam get the most
out of them. Just reading these books is educative to an extent that
you cannet realize umless you try the experiment! Furthermore,
every velume is interesting. The type is of & séze do make reading
easy. The authors have been interesbed im their subjects, and this
makes it eertain that those subjects are presented fim a delightfully
fascinating mammer,

What makes some textbooks difficult for the ordinary reader is
that essential facts have been left out—such facts to be supplied by
the teacher. In this Educational Course every fact is imserted in
the text. With attention amd determination a thorough grasp can
be had of the subjects represented in this course (see the complete
list at the right). It is not mecessary te ask questions—every ques-
tion has been forseen amd already amswered by the writens whe have
made this set a marvel of clearmess amd completeness.

the arts, and an ingight into the great world
of science. Then thére are the handy reference volumes the alpha-
betical dictionaries, which give you concise information just when
you need it and exactly as you want it.

Four foreign languages—the languages which most English-

speaking people desire to learn—are given in this set. These for- .

eign languages are self-teaching in these handy volumes. They may
be readily grasped with the aid of these books.

Everything you meed is here—this series is compact and com-
plete in .itself. There are two volumes of guestions and answers
(quizzes) with which you may test your knowledge. from time to
time. There is that excellent general treatizse on “How to Study”—
this work alone is really worth the entire price of the set in the
valuable hints it gives and in the mannsr im which it enables the
average person to study in such a way that he will get the most
possible good out of his efforts. :

You will find it invaluable to have at hand many of these books
which you may mot use at first. Though some of the subjects may
seem to you apart from your present interests, they will sooner or
later come in handy. Everyone, today, should have a representative
library of referemce to which he can turn in search of facts when
he requires them. In our modern civilization, with the miracles of
modern printing, knowledge is within everyone’s reach. There is
no longer any excuse for any individual to remain in ignorance.
Lack of kmowledge is not tolerated. Today you must be progres-
gively alert—keep abreast of the times—and maintain a standard

of education that is on a par with the knowledge of your fellows. -

Haldeman-Julius Publications, Dept. X-175, Girard, Kansas
Reproduced 2008 by Bank of Wisdom, LLC
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Only 10,000 Sets Left to Be

825,000 Words
of Text!
3,488 Pages!

K.

Sold’
98

PAYMENT
IN FULL

kl A Complete List of Titles in the 60-Volume Educational Course

IMPORTANT NOTE: These volwmes are original, copyright works, available only in this

series and prepared especially for the series of which they are a part.

ordered as a set—the ndividual sitles should

: ENGLISH (GRAMMAR) )

1. Commen Faults in Writing English. Con-
taining Faults ef Grammar, Miscellaneous Faults,
Errors in the Use of Words, and Index.

. 2. Spelling Self-Taught. Containing Gemeral
Principles, Capital and Hyphen, Word Groups
(with helpful rules), Word Building and Chang-
ing, ete.

3. Grammar Self Taught. Containing the Parts
of Speech, The Sentence, Parsing, ete.

4. Punctuation Self Tamght. Containing exam-
ples and rules for use of Period, Comma, Semi-
colon, Colen, Interrogation Poimt, Exclamation Mark,
Quotation Marks, Parentheses, Dash, ete., with Ex-
ercises for Drill.

5. 4,000 Words Often Mispreneunced. Con-
taining 4,000 words with correct prommnciation i
easily understandable symbols.

6. How te Impreve Your Cenversation. Con-
taining Fundamental Precepts, Vocabulary, Dra-
matic Effect, Gesture and Gesticulation, Laughter,
Dialect and Dialegue, Etiquette in Conversation,
ede.
7. How to Improve Your Vecabulary. Contain.
ing Single Words, Words in Combination, ete.

8. Hew to Write Letters for ANl Occasions.
Containing the Rhetoric of the Letter, Friendly
Letters, Love Letters, Social Letters and Some
Conventions of Letter Writing.

9. How to Prepare Manmmscripts. Guide for
Writers on How to Submit Manuseripts for
Publication.

10. How to Argue Logically.
and Art of Discussion,

HISTORY

11. Anm Outline of United States History. Con.
taining American Beginnings, Founding “of the
Union, Expansion and Conflict, ete.

12. History pf the American Revolution.

13. History of the U. S. Civil War.

14. Lives of U. S. Presidents. Brief biogra-
phies with pen-portraits.

The Precepts

15. Current Events: Debate on U. S. Dry Law. .

Glareqce Darrow vs. Wayne B. Wheeler.

‘ LITERATURE (General)

16. Facts You Should Know About the Clas-
sics. Containing Classics of the Ancient World,
Classies of the Middle Ages, Classics of the Mod-
ern Period. ' ]

17. One Hundred Best Books to Read. A
reading guide.

18. The Enjoyment of Reading. Notes on the
appreciation of literature.

THE ARTS :

19. Painting and Painters. Containi the
Beginnings of Painting, Greek Painting, Roman
Painting, Renaissance, Dutch Painters, ete.

20, Sculpture and Sculptons. Containing the
Beginnings of Sculpture, Italian Decadence, I%ight-.
eenth and Nineteenth Centuny, ete.

21. Music and Musicians. Containing Music
of the Ancients, Church Musie, etc.

22. Dictionary of Musical Terms.

23. The Story of Architecture. Facts you
should know about the evolution of buildings.

LANGUAGES (Foreign)

24. Latin Self Taught. Complete with Intro-
duction, Rules, Syntax, Vocabulary, etc.

25. French Self Taught. Complete with In-
troduction, Rules, Syntax, Vocabulary, etc.

26. Spanish Self Taught. Complete with In-
troduction, Rules, Syntax, Vocabulary, ete.

The 60 books must be
not be ordered separately.

BUSINESS (Commercial Subjects)

28. Outline of Economics (Wealth). Containing
Machinery, Productiom, Industry, Exchange, Banks,
Interest, Profits, Rent, Wages, Taxes, ete.

29. How Wall Street Works. How momey ix made
in the buying and selling of stocks and bonds.

38. United States Commercial Geography.

3l. A Handbook of Commercial Law. Containing
Contracts, Mortgages, Real Estate, Imsurance, ete.

32. How to Write Business Letters. Complete
with samples. .

33. Typewriting Self Taught. Approved vouch
system, with exercises, diagram, ete.

34. Hew to Write Telegrams Properly.

. SCIENCE

35. Chemistry for Beginners. Containing the
Elements, Atomic Weights, Valency, Periodic Law,
Formulae, Organic and Inorganic 'Chemistry, etc.

36. Physics Self Taught. Containing Gravita-
tion, Inertia, Force, Motion, Heat, Light, Sound,
Electricity and Magnetism.

37. Astronomy for Beginners. Containing the
Solar System, the Sun, the Planets, the Moon,
Comets, Stars, ete,

38. Psychology for Beginners. Containing the
Mind, Subconscious, Will, Perception, Memory, etc,

39. The Riddle of Human Behavior.

40. Evolution Made Plain. The facts about
the evolution of the earth and life upon it.

41.. Great Men of Science.

42. Facts You Should Know About Animal
Life (Introduction to Zoology). Containing the
Classification of the Animal Kingdom.

43, Manual Training: Elements of Wood-work-
ing. :
MATHEMATICS
44. Elementary Plane Geometry Self Taught.
Uomplete with theorems. problems, diagrams, ete.
45. Curiosities of Mathematics. Contalning
Squaring the Circle. F1, Trisection of an Angle,

Compound Interesi, Prime. Numbers, ete.

46. Arithmetic Self Taught (Part I). Contain-
ing Numeration and Nortation, Addition, Multi-
plication, Subtraction., Division, Factoring and
Cancellation, Fractions, Decimals, Percentage, Av-
erages, Ratio and Proportion; with exercises,

47.  Arithmetic Self Taught (Part II). Con-
taining Powers, Roots, Interest, Gain and Loss,
Discounts, Weights and Measures, Area, Volume,
Practical Proportion; with Exercises.

REFERENCE MANUALS

48. Familiar Quotations. Complete guide to
famous quotations.

49. Popular Shakespearean Quetatiens. All the
famous lines,

50. A Dictionary of Classical Mythology.

51. A Dictionary of Biblical Allusions.

52. A Dictionary of Foreign Words and Phrases
(in Frequent Use in English).

53. An International Dictionary of Authors.

54. A Dictionary of Geographical Names (Gaz-
etteer).

GENERAL HELPS

55. How to Get a Liberal Education.

56. The Secret of Self Development.

57. Revealing Comments on Humanity and Life.

58. How to Study. Containing What to Study,
Environment of Study, Technique of Study, ete.

QUIZZES (Tests)

59. 600 Questiens and Answers. What do you
know ?

60. 400 Questions and Answers. Generzj infor-

troduction, Rules, Syntax, Vocabulary, etc.
4,

27. German Self Taught. omplete . with In-

mation quizzes.

Five Cents

You get 60 boocks for $2.98 as
long as these 10,000 remaining
sets last! This is slightly less
than five cents per hook—can you
imagine any book treating, in a
text of 15,000 words (the total
words in each of these books, on
the average), a subject like Gram-
mar or Economiecs or U. S. His-
tory that is mot worth five cents!
This High School Eduecational
Course, in this 60-volume handy
edition, is -2 bargain of bargains.
There is nothing like it anywhere.
It is unique in the field of popu-
lar eduecation.

The authors of these sixty edu-
cational volumes were especially
chosen to prepare these works so
that the average person may
readily assimilate their contents.
In spite of the sensational low
cost of these books, they have
been written by authorities in
their various fields. Some of the
writers who have helped to make
this High School Educational
Course possible are:

Professor Carroll Lane Fenton,
of the University of Cincinnati;
John Cowper Powys, famous lec-
turer and critic; Joseph McCabe,
worlld famous scholar and author
of 180 books; Lawrence A. Bar-
rett, High School instructor of
Mathematics; John S. Gambs,
High Schoo! teacher; Maynard
Shipley, President of the Science
League of America; Lloyd E.
Smith, former college English as-
sistant; = Hereward Carrington,
New York scientist; J. Gee. Fred-
erick, commercial expert; Dr.
Isaac Goldberg, well-known eritic;
Murray Sheehan, educator and
novelist; Leo Markun, research
student; Nelson Antrim Crawford,
well-known writer; Clarence Par-
row, famous lawyer, etc., ete.

Thus, it is centain that every
one of these books is of outstand-
ing excellence. As a reading
course this set cannot be surpass-
ed—for the price of $2.98 vou get
. 825,000 words of text, nearly a
million words! The general edit-
orship . has been under the direc-
tion of E. Haldeman-Julius, fa-
mous for his campaigns of popu-
lar education and providing good
reading at a price within reach of
sveryone’s pocketbook.

Amazing as it sounds it is quite
fzpo that $2.98 is full and final

Per Subject

payment for all 60 of the books
in this High School Fducational
Course, There are no strings at-
tached to this offer—$2.98 is all
you pay. Think how expensive a
High School education usually is
in comparison—here you get 60
books for no more than one aver-
age textbook costs in school. And
you dispense with the instructor
altogether, you become your own
teacher, learning ss you read.

We pay the postage to your
address on this 60-volume set.
The price of $2.98 includes all
charges except the small C. 0. D.
fee (exactly seven cents), which
goes to the U. S. postoffice. AN
packing and carriage charges are
otherwise fully paid.  You can
avoid any possible delay or in-
convenience (C, ‘0. D. packages
sometimes move slower than reg-
ular parcel post, and if you are
not home when the package is
first delivered it may cause you a
little inconvenience) by remitting
$2.98 with your order. Satisfied
customers everywhere guarantee
the value of this set of books.
ou are assured of satisfaction—
when you see the books you will
be e inced that they are worth
the DI*Win price of 32.9%.

However, send no money with
the order unless you wish to. We
shall be glad to send the books
C. 0. D. if you prefer. Just mail
the blank and pay the postman
on delivery. Prempt service goear-
anteed.

Haldeman-Julius Publications,
Dept. X-175, Girard, Kansas

COURSE. Unless my
is enclosed herewith, I
fee,

te make ne further payments
age te my address,

Name

City

Peodiimes

Ten Extra Ve!umes

Daring our campaizn for self-
education, with our 60-velume
HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL
COURSE, we are including 10 ad-
ditional velumes with each set-.
the set originally containeq gnly
50 volumes—at no extra cost te
the public, This iz an indication
of onr intention to give every
purchaser of this course full value
for the money he invests in these
books. Now 66 velumes make up
this complete conrse, as listed at
the extreme right of this adver-
tisement. Notice how thoroughly
comprehensive they are, and what
a snrprising variety of subject
matter they cover. Yet the price
is only $2.98 for all sixty books—
surely this is a bargain if there
ever was ene. Understand this |
clearly—$2.98 is al you pay;
there are no monthly installments,
no further payments whatever,
When you pay $2.98 this set of
books becomes yours, fully paid
for. All you have to do is use
the blank before our small supply
of 10,000 sets is exhausted. We
strengly urge you te act at once
—otherwise, yon may be disap-
pointed. Yem have no time to
lese. Mail the blank today.

o

Send me at once the 60-volume HIGH

Cesemistadsess ceveesicaiesese, Address.................

L R T T A S Y se e

USE BLANK NOW!

e B8 S ¥

e ——

SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL

remitéance (check, money order, or cash) for $2.98
: agree to pay the postman
which goes te the posteffice) on delivery.

$2.98 (plus 7¢ C. O. B,
It s wnderstood that I am

whatever, and that you are te pay the posée

State. .....oiviiiniiiia., ve

NOTE: Ne C. O. D. orders can be sent to Canada or foreign countries;

j these must remit in advance by internatienal postal money erder or draft

en any U. 8. bank.
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