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Questions and Answers 

U.S. PRESENTS ITS CASE AGAINST NORMAN BAKER 
Bcfarc a jury of lseven businessmen, four fnnwrs and one nrhnnl t.earher. 

Norman Baker, 56, went to trial in Federal Court, Littl’e Rock, Ark., on January 
8, charged with using the mails to defraud in connection with his alleged cancer 
cure. 

. Laying the groundwork for the xovernment’e ease, Sam Rorex, United State. 
prosecutor, told thme jury ‘the government would attempt to show that Baker and 
his four co-defendants “devised a scheme to oraanize hosoitals and falselv ore- 
tend to prospective patients that Baker had perfected a &re-cure for cr&er,” 
availabl’e at the Baker hospital at Eureka S’prings and the Baker Institute at 
Muscatine. Rorex charged that 300,000 pamphlets concerning the treatment had 
been mailed from Eureka Springs, and 400,000 from Chicago, that a Baker publica. 
tion, “TNT” (the naked truth), ‘had carried accounts in 1929.30 of alleged suc- 
cessful tretatment of five “lesl” U~LILUTT cases although, the proeccutor said, 
the patienta had died subsequentIy. 

He furth’er charge’d that Baker “has only one licensed physician at Eureka 
Springs and we will prove his license was sold to him by the head of a 
diploma mill in Kansas City.” 

The government established that photos and case histories of dead persons 
had been used in mailed literature advertising Baker’s cancer cure. 

The course of testimony was intended to show that Baker, described as a 
former showman, later a magazine publish,er and radio station operator, became 
interested in a non-surgical cancer treatment offered at a Kansas City sani- 
tarium operated by Dr. Charles 0. Ozias; that he made radio appeals in 1929 
for volunteer “test” cas’es to undergo treatments at the Oaias sanitarium, partly 
at his expense and publicized benefits of the treatments; .wbsequenlly found- 
ing the Baker hospitals in Iowa and Arkansas which advertised that they could 
cure cancer and other grave maladies “without operation, radium or X-ray.” 

that 
Dr. Ozias, now of Nevada, MO., called as a government witness, testified 

five pensons sent to his hospital by Baker in 1YZY were treated there, but 
asserted that he “‘did not give the formula of treatment to Baker.” 

After reading into the record thousands of words of extracts from Baker 
literature relating to the 1929 test treatments and including the assertion that 
“cancer is conquered,” the government put relatives of the test patients! and other 
witnesses, on the stand to testify that the test patients had died within a period 
of months after the ,treatments. Death certificates, bearing various dates *from 
November. 1929. to May, 1930. were placed in evidence. 

Oscar Jones of Fairview, Kans., testified that his father Edwin F. Jones, 
was one of the test patients “in the winter of X929-30” anad that h’, died May 3, 1930. 

Dr. W. W. Potter, retired physician of Mt. Pleasant, Ia., testified that he 
had operated the so-called Baker hospital at Muscatine, Ia., under lease from 
Baker, in parts of 1931, 1932 and 19331, and that certain notes had come to htm 
from Baker. He said he had severed his connection with the ‘Baker e’stablishment 
because of interference in operations by Baker. One memorandum warned 
Potter not to “cross” Baker, adding, 6‘1 admit I am’ peculiar in some ways but 
those some ways make money.” 
verbatim: 

Another note, entered in evidence, follows 

“6Get a belly-full of courage and nerve and tell the first-to go to hell 
that tells you he will cancer your license. Never yet as any Dr. even been 
cancelled or evoked and what in he1 do you care if they fail to ‘issue You 
a card each year. They didn’t do a dam thing to Stat did they and I bla-bla 
it over the radio and told them old Stat would go right along an$d Practice in 
fwwa without your dam old card, didn’t I t.& them that--didn’t he werk 
all Year-didn’t ho get his card. To hell with that dam bunch o,f rats, 
they don’t bludd me one minute . . .” 

. Dr. Potter testified that the so-called Baker cancer treatment is based on 
hypodermic injections of a solution of alcohol, glycerine and carbolic acid coupled 
with injections of gland extracts. 

,@ E. Burr, of Linn Creek, MO., testified tbat Baker had told him he 
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expected to “make a million” in a year’s time, and that he had employed the 
word “suckers” in thi,s connection. The witness said he had conducted a hand- 
writing analysis uronram for a short time in 1934 river XENT, the powerful 
Baker radio station at Nuevo Laredo, Mexico. 

Miss Maude Randall of Sigourney, Ia., an attractive young woman teStifi~ 
she had worked in 1929-30 for the Baker hospital and radio station at Musca- 
tine, and that one of her duties was to “brew” a tonic given to patients at 
the hospital. She said Baker gave her the formula and it consisted of boiled 
“black watermelon seed, corn silk, and clover leaf or clover seed,” admiai’stered 
in combination with hypodermic injections. 

Early in the trial the government moved the diamiesal of mail fraud charge% 
for three of the eight defendants, announcing that evidence developed W&s In- 
sufficient to warrant their continued trial. Those freed were Miss Irma Baker 
of Muscatine, sister of Norman Baker; Dr. W. S. Hutto, formerly of the hos- 
pital staff, now of Clinton, Ark., an.d Dr. John N. Conway, former staff member, 
now of Des Moines. Remaining on trial were Norman Baker, R. A. Bellows, 
superintendent of the Baker hospital at Eureka Springs, Ark.; Dr. 0. L.Beatty, 
chief of staff at Eureka Springs; Dr. J. L. Statler, of the hospital staff, and 

. H. L. Fisher, an attorney for Baker. 
Dr. Wax Cutler, of Chicago, qualified as an expert witness pertaining to 

cancer and testified that the method of treating cancer “accepted by modern 
medical science” coasisted of surgery, radium or X-ray, or a combination of 
these three. Dr. Cutler is a physiciati, surgeon and aullwr, director of the 
Chicago Tumor Institute, and associate surgeon at Northwestern university. It 
is known that he has examined or treated approximately 100,000 cancer cases. 
He was handed an analy,sis of a Baker cancer treatment injection as sub- 
mitted by a chemist for the Uniled Slates fund and drug adminlstratlon and 
described as consisting of a mixture of carbolic acid,, glycerine and qlcohol, and 
was asked what would be its effect on the human system. 

“The carbolic acid would destroy tissue, both normal and abnormal,” said 
Dr. Cutler. “I have no reason to believe it would have any beneficial effect upon 
any distant form of cancer. The carbolic acid might in proper direct application 
destroy an early cancer of only slight malignancy such as a &face cancer 
on the hand.” A+ 

‘What would It! Ihe eiYect of repeated injections of carbolic acidl” Prosecu- 
tor Rorex aaked. 

‘The only possible effect would be to destroy tis#sues with which it came 
in contact,” Dr. Cutler said. 

“Dr. Fralrcis Carter Wood, 70, retired professor of cancer research at Columbia 
university and lsboratory director at St. Luke’s hospital, New York, referring 
to parts of the Baker hospital booklet as “rubbish,” was asked whether the 
Baker treatment would cure a cancer. “No,” he replied. “Would it help at all?’ 
asked the district attorney. “Not the slightest,,” said the witness. “Would It be 
detrimental if long continued ?” “It would produce scar lumps under the skin. 
It would b’e dangerous if enough carbolic acid were present.” 

Date Alexander, a white-haired convict whn ia serving a term in a United 
States penitentiary, testified he issued one of the defendants a medical diploma 
12 years ago for $800. Alexander said Dr. 0. L. Beatty, chieP of et,& at the 
Raker hospital, paid him $800, in 1928, for a diploma of graduation from the 
American Medical university in Kansas City, Mo., a notorious diploma mill that 
was forced to close some years ago. 
time Baker’s chief cancer “ 

Alexaneder was assistant secretary at the 
expert” got his bought-and-paid-for diploma. 

* * * 

LIARS AT WORK 
Sholw me a hate-monger anmd I’ll show you a liar and a forger. Show 

me a race-h’aiter and I’ll show you a man without honor, &fihout decency, 
witbout truth and wlthout humane impulses. Fpthm C,oughlin is both a 
hate-monger and a race-baiter. He deserves many chapters in bhe book I 
suggest,ed recently, one dealing with the falsehoods and forgeries ob anti- 
Semitie Fascists, to be called “LIARS AT WORK.” Of all the reactionary, 
savage liars, Father Coughlin is the most contempti~ble and energ&& 
There’s no lie too black and leprous for his lips. 

As I showed recently, Fatiher Coughlin published in his magazine, 
Soti& Justice (what a nafme for a lying, lmoathmsome, rotten sheet!) an artiob 
in which he tried to put over the enormous falsehood t,hat the Rothhachildq 
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(and through them ‘ch’e Jews) were the cause of t,he American Civil War, 
that they anned to divide the country into two parts, one to go to Canada 
and the other to go to Napoleon III. I commented on his “facts” and 
“arguments,” showing them to be wit!hout the slightest historical validity. 
As I said before (check this by referring to my volumes of questions and 
answers), our greatest aut,horities on Lincoln and the Civil War-including 
Carl Sandburg and Llovd Lewis-coul~dn’t find a scran of evidence to SUP- 
port Father Cloughlin’~“m,onstrous lie. 

In the Coughlin article referred to abmove we are t,old thlat the bigh- 
lights of the Rothschild plot are given in John Reeves’s authorized biog- 
ranhv. “The Rothschilds. the Financial Rulers of Nations.” According to 
C&gtilin’s argument (w&h he bases in part on the Reeves volume) tlere 
was a gathermg of the Rothschikl family, in 185’7, in London, at which 
meeting Disraeli is alleged to have said: 

“Under this roof are the heads of the family of Rothschild-a name 
famous in every capital of Europe and every division of the globe. If YOU 
like, we shall divide the United States into two parts, one for you, Jamea; 
and one for you, Lionel. Napoleon will do exactly and all that I shall 
advise him.” 

It happens that the Reeves book was publish.ed by A. C. McClurg and 
camnanv. Chicano. Ill.. in 1887. Howard Vincent O’Brien, of theChicaoo Ddily 
N&s, &rious To.ch&k the above quotat,ian, went thro&h the sweaty j& 03 
rea&g every word of-a COPY t,hat he WDS alble to obtain after much difficulty 
Nbecaus< the i&k has Ibeen-out of print f,or many years. Mr. O’Brien says: 
“Going patiently through this moldering volume, I found, on page 228, the 
remarks that Father Co,ughlin’o paper say,s Disraeli made at the London 
gathering of the Rothschild fa)mily. “C’ompare, if you will, what Mr. 
Reeves said, with what Social Justice said he said: 

“Under this roof are the heada of tho name end family of Rothsohild- 
a name famous in every capital in Europe and every division of the globe 
-a family not more regarded for its riches than esteemed for its honour, 
viitues, integrity, and piublic spirit.” 

After proving Father C~ouphlin to be a co~ld-blood~ed liar and forger, 
Mr. O’Brien took the two quotations (one from Social Justice and the other 
from the Reeves boolk which Coughlin dehberately misquoted) and placed 
them before Mr. J. J. O’Gonnell,, publishing manager of A. C. McClurg and 
company,” for cotmment, and received the following statement: 

“The tone of this book is all of such a nature that it would be difficult 
to b’elieve that in any subsequent edition or in any copies that we do not 
know about at the present time, an attack on the KOthSClUld tamily would 
be made. The whole attitude of the book seems to be a laudatory nature.” 

And thus--Father Coughlin is caught again, for th’e thousindth time. 
What a book coild be written about these ra’ce-hating propagandists! And 
what a title-“LIARS AT WORK. I” Als my older readers knolw, my volumes 
of questisons and answers are crammed with carefully checked data whilch 
absolutely prove C’oughlin and his anti-Semitic aohor,t.s (incauding the Rev. 
Winrod and Silver Shirt P&ey) go right ahead telling lie after lie, even ’ 
after their forgeries and deceptions have been exposed. They are men who 
do’n’t knolw the meaninn of honor a‘nd truthfulness. They are blood brothers 
of the slimiest sewer-&, 

In m,v Drevious article on this Coughlin-Rothschild mess. in whkh I 
showed how ridiculous it i,s to ‘believe the silly things Coughlin’s paper 
said about the Roth&child ‘(plot” to rule America by provoking the Civil Wa.r, 
I showed how Coughlin made a great deal of the fact. that Jefferson Davis’ 
Secretarv o,f State. Judah P. Benjamin. was a Jew. As, James Oneal shows 
in The I?ew Leox&, “There is absolutely nothinlg in this filthy bilge that is 
supported by competent American ihistorians, while the Beards show in 
the second volum’e o’f their ‘Rise of A’merican Civilization,’ that two Catholic 
priests were sent abroad by the Southern Confederacy, one to Paris and the 
o:thcr to Iroland, and both wcrc under instructions, of Benjamin, the Jewish 
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‘conspirator’ of Jefferson Davis 1” Oneal refers to Professor Owsley’s “King 
(;‘otton Diplomacy,” published by tihe University of Chicago, whi’ch present:s 
the most exhaustive research “ever made in thils field ansd the author never 
came across this ‘conspiracy,’ but he does point out that Pope Pius IX ad- 
dressed a letter-to ‘t,he Illustrious and Honorable Jefferson Davis, President 
of the Confederate States of America.“’ This, a,s any student of diplomacy 
knows, “was pra~cti~cal recognition of the Confederate Government by the 
Pope so that if there was any ‘plot’ to ‘divide and rule’ the United St&es, 
the Vatican, two Ameri’can priests, and the Rothschild family were ac- 
complices of Judah P. Benjamin!” 

AS Oneal says, this is on,e of the dirtiest j80bs Father C’oughlin has yet 
perpetrakd. There is no limit to the priest’s rottenness. 

Aocording to Father Cmoughlin, the Civil War wasn’t fought over 
slavery at all. In fact, the foundations of the Civil War were laid by the 
Rothschilds in 185’7, only four years before the opening of the great strng- 
gle. What. does this mean? As Oneal explains: 

“To make room for the ‘plot’ the author, with a wave of t’he hand, 
disposes of the mountain ef evidence that proves that the Civil War wile 
the result uf lhe development and expansion of the slave system. He wipes 
omst hundreds of debates in Congress over a forty-year period, the bincoln- 
Douglas debates in 1858, political platforms for thirty years, and thousands 
of gamphlets and books.” 

past 
Keeping after these LIARS AT WORK is a man-sized job. During the 

eight or nine years I’ve exposed no elnd of their d&berate int,erpola- 
tions, lies, forgeries and unfoun’ded assertions, f,or th,e task of writing 
about our anti-Semitic Fascists settles down t,o the job of checking their 
quotations and documents with a view to looking into their aiceuracy-and 
in the end one invariably finds the’m to be the fabri’cations of shameless 
charlatans and int,ellectual ~prnntitute~a. These propngandiota for all Ameri- 
can brand ‘of Nazism have taken to heart Hitler’s advice (see hits “Mein 
Kampf”) never to hesitat’e ovelr telling great, monumental lies in order to 
influence t,heir hallucinated dupes. But, so long as we have a free press 
in this country we have it in our power to counter their vile propaiganda 
with the truth. And so long as we have thBs. right the orlganized liars are 
going to have a hard time putting over their forgeries and falsehoods. In 
Hitler’s vast. prison it’s easy to make millions of gullible followers believe 
mountains of lies, because the truth its #out&wed, but that situat#ion doesn’t 
prevail in this country-at least, not yet. 

TEXAS COURT BRANDS “DOC" BRINKLEY A QUACK 
J. R. Brinkley, the radio “doe” who broadcasts ‘from Mexico in order to 

attract gullibles to his Arkansas hospital, is “a quack and a charlatan.” So 
said Senior Judge Rufus E. Poster, of the fifth Federal circuit coulrt o’f appeals, 
in an opinion handed down in New Orleans on March 1. 

At the same time the court dismissed a $250,000 libel suit filed against Dr. 
Ilorris Fishbein, editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association, 
OY “Dot” Brinkley. It was the opinion of the court that. the A.M.A. was privileged 
under Texas libel laws when its editor referred to Brinkley as “a mo’dern 
medical charlatan.” The decision added that “the facts are sufficient to support 
a reasonable an,d honest opinion that plaintiff should he ennaidered a charlatan 
and a quack in the ordinary, well-understood meaning of these word8s.” Judge 
Foster called attention to the fact t’hat Brinkley’s hospital had been closed in 
Kansas and hi’s license to practice medicine revoked. After being kicked out 
of Kansas, Brinkle set up his establishmenlt in nearby Arkansas, e State which 
is notorious for t e way it tolerates all forms of medical quackery. Norman K 
Baker, the infamous cancer quack, after being jailed in Iowa and driven from 
the State, opened a cancer hospital in Eureka Springs, Ark., where he swindled 
hundreds, even thousands, of the afflicted, an,d caused hundreds of unnecessary 
deaths. As reported before, Norman Baker was four&d guilty of using the mails 
to defraud in promoting his fake cancer cure and was sentenced to four years 
in prison. At this writing he is in jail awaiting the outcome of his nppeal 
for a new trial, the presiding jlnvlge having refused to release him on bail 
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for fear he might skip to Mexico. It was recalled that once before, w’hile under 
a jail sentence in Iowa, this contemptilble crook skipped to Mexioo where he re- 
mained for almost two years in order to stay lbeyoml the reach op the Iowa 
au’thorities. Later he returned to the State and served his term in jail, after 
which he moved his hospital down to Arkansas, where quacks always have an 
easy time robbing the sick and dying. 

In the Brinkley libel case Judge Foster closed with these words: “We con- 
clude that thEs was a matter of public concern and the articles were published 
for general information. Therefore the publication w’as privileged.” 

Rrenmnn rendera ‘will rernJ1 that Norman Baker sued E. Haldeman-Julius for 
$600,000 in two libel suits because the Freeman editor had written articles 
exposing Baker’s cancer quackery. These cases are still pending in the local 
court. B.aker, Iuntil he was indicted for using the mails to defraud, employed 
expensdve ‘attorneys in Girad (bringing one Jnwy~r ,frnm an&her State) in hn 
att,empt to push his libel suits to success, but it now appears as though the 
job of harrassing The Freeman’s editor will have to be ‘postponed until the 
complainant disposes of his prison sentence, assuming the Federal court of ap- 
peals will sustain the district court’s action. Editor Haldeman-Julius insists 
that full credit for the way his legal fight was fought should go to his readers, 
because of their willingness to bear the costs through voluntary contributions. 
It was the moral and financial support of these readers which made possible 
Hsldoman-Julius’ def,ense and counter-attack. 

ANOTHER CANCER QUACK EXPOSED 
Jessie F. Springer, trading under the name or Harmony Center, N.Y.C., was 

ordered, on March 15, 1940, ,by the Federal Trade Commission to discontinue 
misrepresentations in connection with the sale and distribution of Johanna 
Brandt’s book, ‘The Grape Cure,” formerly entitled, “The Grape Cure-How I 
Cured Myself of Cancer.” During the past 10 years I have written several times 
about this dangerous quackery, my last pimece appearing in the 19th volume of 
my questions and answers, in which I exposed the treatment’s numerous faults. 
I’m t#he only editor in the country who paid any attention to this dangerous ex- 
ploiter of unfortunat,e victims of cancer. As my readers know, I devoted more 
apace than did any other editor in unmasking Norman Baker, another dangerous 
cancer qutack, who, at this writing, is in jail after having been found guilty of 
using the mails to defraud in connection with his fake, crooked cancer quackery. 
My volumes of questions and answers contain dozens of pages devoted to the 
amazing record ,of this brazen, contemptible promoter of a “cure” that was 
operated for but one purpose-to rob and hurry to untimely graves thousands 
of miserable, desperate victims of cancer. Pm proud of my record as an ex- 
poser ‘of quacks and their schemes to defraud. Persons who doubt the strict 
accuracy of the above statement can check it by referring to the volume8 just 
mentioned. 

The FTC’s &dings in the Springer case are that the book purportedly tells 
how Johsnna Brandt cured herself of cancer through ,the use of the method 
of freatment which is based on the use of grapes as a foundation and which 
method of treatment, the respondent represents, will cure cancer and practical- 
ly all other diseases, ailments and conditions which may afflict the human body. 
Among representations in the advertising disseminated by the respondent, the 
findings continue, are that most diseases originate in the intestines and are 
‘caused by poisons due to uneliminated waste; that grapes dissolve, or are a 
solvent of mucus; that those who develop malignant growths in most oases have 
been suffering from constipation; that salt, inorganic drugs, and patent memdicinea 
cause cancer, and that the system or method of treatment outlined in the book 
will restore one’s health. 

that 
The commission finds that these representations are false and ‘misleading; 
grapes do not dissolve, and are n.ot a solvent of mucus; that safts, inorganic 

drugs and patent medicines do not cause cancer, and that the system of treat- 
ment outlined in the Ibook is not a competent treatment or an effective 
remedy for various ailments. 

The respondent is ordered to cease and desist from representing, in con- 
nection with the sale and distribution of the book entitled “The Grape Cure,” 
that the system constitutes a cure or remedy for or a competent and effective 
treatment for constipation, cancer, h#eart tr,ouhle, kidney trouble, bladder trouble, 
angina pectoris, sEnus trouble, goiter, stomach ulcers, rheumatism, asthma, 
gall stones or tuberculosis, and from representing that grapes dissolve, or are 
a solvent of mucus, 
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NORMAN BAKER SENTENCED TO PRISON 
Norman Baker, promoter of a fake cancer cure, was f>ound guilty by a 

jury in Federal Court, Litt18e Rock, Ark., January 23. He was sentenced 
two days later to four years in prison and fineId $4,000 for having used 
the mails to defraud in advertising his alleged treatment fo’r cancer. 
R. A. Bellows, whlo manage’d Baker’s hospital at Eureka Springs, Ark., 
was sentenced to two years on the same charge, J. L. Sta’tlier, who acted as 
a “do&or” at. Baker’s estalblishmont, was given a year and a day. During 
the trial four othar d,efendants were released because it was found they 
were merely emipl~opes of Baker. Judge Trimble refused to grant bail to 
Baker and his two associates when they filed notimee of anneal to, a higher 
court. He took t,his stand :because, as he put it., of the fear that Baker 
might skitp to’ Mexico, where he owns a large radio stati’on. Once in Mexico, 
Baker could erel& a cancer ho,spital in connection with his radio plant, 
put up ,a cry of “persecution” and thumb his n’osie at Unde S’am. The 
judge also co8mmented on the fact that Baker, when sentjenced to jail by 
the Iowa Supreme Court for practicing medilcine without a license, kept 
out of that State for more than a year, during whirh time his so-called 
hlosoital at Muscatine. -Iowa. was oaerated bv his as~sociates. Finallv. he re- 
turned on the agreement to serve bns day <n jail and pay a fine 0>‘$2,000. 
Baker, as Freeman rea’ders know, filed two libel suits against the editor 
of The Americarl Freeman because o8 articles exposing his quackery and 
charlatanry. All charges print’ed in Haldeman-Julius’ articles were sub- 
st,anbiated in the Little Ro’ck trial. Editor Haklem~an-Julius is of the 
onini.on that this is a great victorv for a free nress and &ves full credit 
f,or this achievement to th’ose Fdeeman readers- who su$&&!i thi editor 
with their firrancial and moral ba’cking. It is safe to say ‘that Baker’s dis- 
gra’ceful activit.ies have been end,ed for all time, so far as the U.S. is con- 
cerned. Bis cancer fraud will never ‘be exnloited apain. There% little do,ubt 
that Baker was thee country’s most da&erous, iunning and besourceful 
quac’k. During his trial it was, shown that all “patients” pi&urea in his cata- 
logue as having been cure’d were actually dead, their certificates showing they 
had died of the disease Baker claimed he ha’d cured. &me of his victims 
were dead almost 10 years and yet their pidtures and “testimonials” were 

I( 

used by Bfaker in his printed matter. It takes plenty of cynici!sm to get 
away with m&hods like that. The air is cleaner now that Baker&m has 
been crushed. , . . This e’ase, for no reason in the world, brings to mind 
a story that comes from tfhe hill countrv in Northern Arkansas. near the 
town &here Norman Balrcr had his h,osp%al. A young g-al had b&n pickin’ 
berries all sleason, often lying down under the shady trees for a nap. Long 
come Fall, it was diskivenened she wuz quite a bit pregn’ant, which created 
quit,e a ‘stir ‘mong the Ozark hill folks, and to try to figper nut who its 
pappy wuz, and to see iffen it mout be some married man, the wimmin 
called a meetin’ of all the married wimmin in the neighborhood. The girl ’ 
was there too. The wimmin hasd questioned and cross-questfone,d each other, 
and got the gal’s alibi which wuz, she hadden the least Xee bow she got 
that way ‘cent it mout a been don’e when she was asleep, “but if ‘twuz, 
she never knowed it.” All the men had been ‘counted fer ‘cept one. SO the 
chairwoman’ said: “Emmy vou been settin’ thar kniltbn, an’ grinnin’, an’ 
savin’ nuthin all this time.’ What ab’out your Elmer?” “Shucks!” said Eqmy. 
“‘Twarent Elmer. Iffen ‘twar Elmer it’d woke her.” 
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I am a small businessman who is en small blondes now b’eing sold at all 
gaged in manufacturing a furniture 
novelty. In lY38, I cleared $7,000. ln 

postoffices. This vvila enabl’e you to 

1939, $11,000. But I keep wondering 
meet the economic and financial col- 

about the future. Can you tell me if we lapse that will f’ollow the sudden elnd- 
are headed for greater prosperity? Will ing of the war. Fourth, go eiasy on 
it last? receivables. By thi,s I mean that you 

Millions of people are asking We 
should grant as little credit as YOU 

same que&on. They study the week- 
can get away with, b’ecause many to 

ly index of business, and it Itooks rosy. 
who’m you extend credit may be un- 

Pro8duction in January, 1940, is a&u- 
able Co play when the big bust comes. 

allly hi’gher than it was in the boom 
Insist as far ats you oan on cash 

days of 1929. Au,tomobile pnoductiso,n, 
terms. Fifth, don’t speleulate on the 

bnilding eontra&s, el,ec!tric power 
purchase of raw makrials, and tic 

outpu~t, crude oil and, bituminous coal 
like, because such purlchases may ruin 

carloadings, check pay- 
yo’u if priees drop shanply after a. 

pnoduetion, 
ments,mloney in cirlculation, primces of 

su’ddan c&is. Fsollow thes’e su,gges- 

wheat, sugar, &ton, scrap iron, rub- 
tions land it’s plo,ssible you’ll be able 

ber and wo~ol are all heading upward. 
to weather th;sto;m t$at% brewing. \ 

Sure~ly w&w going to town. Nothing I have read your reports covering vend- 
can stop us. We’re in for prosperity. ing machines in the larger cities, but 
But--don’t be too hasty. There’s a what I want to know is how the Autd- 

f ly in the ointment-several flies. matic Libraries perform in the smaller 
First, and m80srt important, is the fact communities. 

that while it’s true we’re breaking Thi.s questi#on can best be answeremd 

production reloords, the inscreased pro.. by r.eferring to a report received from 

d~uetion isn’t being ab,sorbeNd by the two students at the University of 
workers and f’armers. That spells Misso’uri, Anthony and Joseph Arico, 

disaster. The least dislocation in our who bought two of the Automatic Li- 

economic and financial life could re- braries for Columbia, MO.., a city of 
sult in trouble, for production would 14,967 population, aocordmg to the 

be curtailed almost immediately, per- 1930 census. On January 9, these 
haps to new lows. A!noither fact tie bops wr1te’ 

., ’ 

remc,mbcr is that. *his war-tihe oau,se “One machine which we have 

of our increased produc~ti~o~n-may 
placed in a drug-store downtown 

stop any day. There’s no real evi- 
has performed wonderfully. From 

dents to show that it’!1 last three 
Friday at 3.30 P.M. to Monday at 
about 9 A.M. it had vended exactly 

years, as so many publicists and gov- $12-120 books in three and a half 
ernmenti official,s say, p~arti~cularly in days-pretty good, no?” 

England. Of course, if it lasts that Their second machine hadn’t beon 
long, or l’ongcr, we’ll brcnk our pro- placed yet. This report shows that 
ducltion and other rec’ords in 1940, the vending machine can be made to 
and #perhaps in 1941. But if i,t stops produce good sales in the smaller 
seddenly-and that is always an im- communities. This is an important 
mediate possibility-our economic sdys- 
tern womuld receive a blow that would 

point, for after all, we have plenty of 
small cities, lbut only a few doze?l 

react against prodludtion, because, as large ones. Another point to remem- 
I’ve jast said, the workers and farm- ber is that these two boys have never 
ers aren’t oonsuming what our indu?- h’ad any experience in the vending 
tries are producing in such abun- malchine business. This may be in 
dance. That being so, the end of the their favor, because many of t,he old- 
war woulld paralyze producltion.. In time coin machine operators hanker 
the face of these faots, what is :I for the good old days when they could 
businesfs to do? I have several sug- put gambling devi’ces wherever they 
gestions, ‘all1 of them sound, in my plcased. WC know how bard it is for 
opinion. First, commit yourself to as these one-arm bandits to be permitted 
few purchasing contracts as p!oasible. to o’perate unmolested by the law. The 
S,econd, get your inventclrv down as vending of bo’oks through machines 
low a,s conditions permit. Third, put shoul’d att,ract an entirely new type 
aslide some reserve txpital, preferably of operator-men and women of the 
in a postal savings ba,nk or in the caliber of these two brothers in a lit- 
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tle city in Missouri. They want to 
make money, of course, but, to rmotr 
Anthony, “we #have that good feeling 
of doing our bit to spread useful is- 
formation.” 

When the Arico brothers took in 
al,most $4 pefr day frolm one machine 
they were doing excelptionally well, in 
the view of coin machine o,neratorn, 
for these men who understand the 
industry say any machine that pro- 
duces an average “take” of $1 per 
day is a profitable enterprise. As I’ve 
stated several times before, these ma- 
chines are mad,e and distributed by 
the 0. D. Jenninlgs Company, 4309 W. 
Lake St., Chicago, Ill., to whom all 
inquiries should be addressed. 

l s * l % 
D n ynn believe God looks on a bachelor 
as a sinner? 

Holy S’cripture plainly says His 
olwn son never married. 

* * * * * * 
Editor: Editor: After reading your March After reading your March 

issue I felt that perhaps for that type issue I felt that perhaps for that type 
of paper, you were going in to heavily of paper, you were going in to heavily 
for “sophisticated stories.” Don’t set for “sophisticated stories.” Don’t set 
me wrong. I really enjoy those storiks, 
and would prefer more of them. But 
your readers must be a varied group, 
male and female, young and old, with a 
variety of ideas as to what they lrkd 
to read. Theoretically, any reader of 
your paper by now should be an in- 
telligent reader and above any squeam- 
ishness on the subject matter they read. 
Yet there are exceptions. All readers 
are neither intelligent nor free from 
bunk and superstitions. 

As to your reader who asks you to 
read his horoscope, the least said the 
better. Your “cockroach” dismissal of 
him ia not enough. You ahould cancel 
his sub8scrtption, without returning the 
dollar, because a million Freemans may 
never alter his outlook. Bat to get 

I back to those stories, I have already 
confes’sed that I like them. 

A ‘few weeks ago a patient aroun’d the 
age of 50, and obviously of foreign ex- 
traction (Italian) entered our medical 
clinic and complained anxiously that he 
was “losing his manhood.” On inquiry 
the attending @hy&cpan learnLed that 
this patient wars a successful husband 
every single night for 20 years. Now 
that he was less proficient, and able 
only two or lhrce times a week, he came 
to us for advice, help and urgent treat- 
ment. 

The doctor who took the history on 
this case is also arorlnd 50, and had been 
complaining to us for several years of 
bia own complete impotency. He ap- 

proached the other doctors in the clinic 
and in hysterical laughter related the 
story of this complaining patient. All 
six physicians present got into a huddle 
and exchanged yarns for 10 minutes. 

When the hilarities died down, another 
physician returned to the “patient? and, 
remarked, “the other doctor said he 
wants to come to your house and take 
lessons from you.” 

As men get older, nearing middle age, 
they like to recall the good ol’d days 
and the marvelous virility they had in 
the post. It is also a clinical obaerva- 
tion that as age progresses and the old 
prowess is perceptibly waning, men like 
to talk inore on sex matters than they 
did at an earlier age. When men have 
the power,, they act. When the power 
is absent or lost, men merely talk. This 
is true in more ways than the one un- 
der discus&m. Whether it is just ac- 
cidental or whether you are just fol- 
lowing out this clinical pattern, it has 
been my own observation that more 
“sophisticated stories” have been creep- 
ing into your columns of late. Perhaps 
a psycho-analyst can give a plausible 
detailed explanation for this phenom- 
enon. What applies to the narrator of 
these tall stories, is equally applicable 
to the li’stener who likes them. 
New York City R. B. l.lPTON, M.D. 

* + * 
Editor: In answer to a question con- 

cerning the national debt, you make a 
statement, entirely rorreot in itself, 
which la frequently misunderstood-to 
the effect that the total debt, ptrblic and 
private, amounts nearly to the national 
wealth. I am not concerned wlth the 
figures, which may be correct, but with 
the interpretation frequently put upon 
them, not by you-to wit: that we have 
verv little left. The conclusion would 
be correct if this debt were all external 
debt1 that is to say-debt’s due to the 
outside world. As a matter of fact, very 
little ia eaternal. For the internal debt, 
on, the other hand, that is debts due to 
our own citizens and residents, each and 
every one appears on iboth sides of the 
ledger. For every thousand dollar in- 
delbtedness, there is a thotmand dollar 
bond or note-and this is an asset, bal- 
ancing the debt. For practical purposes 
-this d&t situation is pretty closely 
analogous, not so much to an external 
debt, as to a division of ownership. 

READER 
4- * +% 

“Congratulations on your automatic 
vending library idea. Have yet to see 
one, but it is sure to sell millions of 
Little Blue Books without end. Are you 
and yours lucky! No, it JS not luck- 
it is sticking to one effort with all one’s 
might and intelligence and by and by 



2. Haldeman-J&d if 

the situation gives away before .YOU. 
All of your loyal but unknown friends 
throughout the world will be happy for 
you. I’m sure when you die the light 
of hope and <belief which you keep hurn- 
ing in many homes will he dimmed. The 
books you have given to humanity will 
continue to be printed, no doubt, but 
who will continue to write the cbarm- 
and impudent little Freeman?“-Ernest 
Clive Brown, Miami, Fla. 

Bditor; I have rend all your puhiiea- 
tions wherever and whenever I could 
get hold of them. Some years ago, when 
you published a periodical called “The 
American Parade,” I contributed a few 
articles to it. The work you do is, in 
the main, constructive and generally 
useful and ought to be supported by 
every American liberal. But I think that 
your weakness is now and always has 
been your association with the stuff of 
this Joseph McCabe person. I see he 
has lately turned out soncething called 
“The History of Prostitution,” and a1s0 
“Vice In German Monasteries.” The 
former may h,ave a certain historical 
value, though even that is questionable. 
The latter can have no conceivable 
value of any kind and is clearly nothing 
more than thinly-disguised sensational 
pornography. Su far as I can gather, 
thi,s McCabe person has devoted most of 
his life to writing the latter kind of 
stuff under disguises varying only in 
character and l,exture, and I think your 
association with it weakens your whole 
position, otherwise so admirable. In 
fact, I know it does, for I have heard 
any number of persons refer to you as 
the publisher of “McCabe’s pornographic 
stuff.” I am not a Catholic, nor indeed 
affiliated with any religious se’ct. . . 
Papeete, Tahiti MARC T. GREEN@ 

[Editor’s Note: I’m sure Mr. Greene 
knows next to nothing about Joseph 
McCabe’s work for my list of publica- 
tions. If he did, he wouldn’t talk such 
abysmal nonlsense. It happens that 
McCabe, during the past 15 years, has 
written more than 150 books for me- 
and only three had anything to do with 
sex. The hook on homosexual practices 
in German monasteries is crammed with 
facts. McCabe never said that all mnnks 
are homosexuals. After all, he was a 
monk himself for 12 years. What he 
did say was that m,any monks go in for 
that sort of thing-and t.he record 
proves McCabe’s accuracy. The book on 
prostitution is based on only the most 
serious-minded authorities. I’m sure 
anyone who buys this book for its 
“pornographic thrill” is going to be dls- 
appointed. If there’s one thing McCabe 
has never been interested in, it’s por- 
nography. I advise Mr. Greene to rbcw.k 

McCabe% works by their titles. Such an 
inquiry will show how shallow It is to 
dismiss a great world-scholar like MC- 
Cabe with the stupid charge that he 
peddles pornography. His 75 Little Blue 
Books are all devoted to history, science 
and Freethought, mainly the, last. His 
40 volumes in “The Key to Culture” are 
as serious as a railroad timetable. Hls 
“100 Men Who Moved the Worlcl” 
doesn’t contain a sexual spasm to a 
carload. And the same goes for his lm- 
mense history of the Roman Catholic 
Church, his “A B C Library of Living 
Knowledsge,” and so on down the list of 
sound works on religion, science, blog- 
rwhy, criticism, Rationalism, Theism, 
and the like. His set, entitled “The 
Key to Love an,d Sex,” in eight volumes, 
is based on the masterpieces of Havelolck 
Ellis and other experts in this field. 
Such a study is of no interest to per- 
sons who are looking for pornography. 
And, while I’m ,at it, let me confess, in 
all candor, that I haven’t any prejudice 
against pornography-if it’s well done. 
Rabelals, Boccaccio, Mark Twain, Jona- 
than Swift, Aristophanes, Benjaml 
Franklin, and dozens of other creator 
of artistic pornography are meat to mY 
rilbs, mainly because of their franknea 
and easy familiarity with “dirt.” But 
if ever I decided to go in for porn0 
graphic literature I certainly wouldn’ 
touch McCabe with a IO-foot pole, be 
cause he’s too damned serious-minde 
to be interested in such devilish stuff 
If you don’t like McCabe’s Rationalism 
(Mr. Greene writes regularly for The 
Christian Science Monitor) dig you 
nails into his books and tear them to 
pieces-if you know how, which I doubt 
But don’t ignore his great contribution 
to culture by dragging in the red her 
ring of pornooraohv. This “McCabe 
person” can’t be disposed of that way 
As for myself, I’m proud of my long 
association with McCabe. I’m positlv 
that if I’m ever known for onythln 
after I’ve gone to join the angels fo 
an eternity of harp thrumming, it’ll b 
because I worked as McCabe’s publlshe 
for so many years, brought out so many 
of his creations, and gave them the wld 
circulation they deserved.] 

“The trouble with you is (you asked 
for it) you are too cock-sure with your 
limited education; you seem to think 
you are authority on anything. It can 
readily be shown that no one can be an 
authority on everything.“-Dr. Thomas 
Marshall, Syracuse, N.Y. 

* a+ * 
Editor: In the February issue of The 

Freeman, near the top of the last co1 
umn on Page 4, you dealt with a ques 
tlon regnmling tha menning of “Good 
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will” in the commercial PO~PO. It a~ 
pears to me, however, that you are un 
der a misapprehension as to the kind 
Of information your correspondent re- 
quired, for while your definition! quoted 
from the U.S. Supreme Court opinion, is 
undoubtedly correct, it’ does not explain 
the meaning of “good will” in the co,m 
m#ercial or accounting 8cn.58. 

Good will, as a salable asset, mean 
the chance of doing business or th 
present value of the probabihty of a 
cerlain number of people continuing to 
buy a certain product or to avail them 
elves of a certain kind of service. For 
example, if you offered to sell me your 
publishing business for $5,000,000 and 
I accepted the offer, I might acquire 
tangible assets (machinery, buildings 
equipment, inventory of books in stock 
etc.,) adding up to only $2,000,000. The 
rest would consist of good will, or the 
chance of doing business, which asset 
value has been built up during pas 
years ‘by your energy, perseverance and 
expert knowledge of the printing and 
publishing trade. 

Another way of expressing it Is that 
YOU have imparted to the business a cer 
tain amount of momentum or impetus’ 
which, although an intangible asset, is 
a valuable one, because anyone contern 
plating carrying the concern on would 
of course benefit materially by all th 
spade work done by you and your staff 
in past years. 
Hollywood, Calif. FRANK V. WADDY 

* * 4+ 
I enclose an article by General Hugh 
Johnson, taken from the Chicago Daily 
Times. In it he defends Roosevelt’s 
action in sending his personal ambassa- 
dor to the Pope, commenting: “It is 
true that he appointed no personal rep- 
resentative to them [American Protes- 
tants and Jews], but to have done so 
woul,d have been ridiculous. They are 
here and can bc summoned at any time 
to the White House. . . .” Please, dis- 
cuss this point. 

Johnson’s words are so much drivel. 
True, when Roosevelt wants to talk 
to the head of the Federated Churohes 
of Christ or to a I.eading ra,bbi, he 
can invite them to a cnnfwence. But 
how can one conclude frolm this fact 
that it’s right and proper to send a 
“,personal” ambassador (at Govern 
lnerrt expanse) to the Vatican? If 
Roosevelt has something to say t,o the 
Catholic Church, can’t he make known 
what’s in his mind by talking with 
one ob the cardinals in this country? 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, in 
London, is the spiritual h,ead of a 
peal, church, and yet no one has ever 

suggested Lha 1 “UI’ Government 
should send an ambassador to him. 
In sending Myron C. Taylor to Rome, 
Roosevelt gives recolgnition to the 
Holy S,ee a tedmporal power, which, 
needless to say, is offensive to true 
Americanism, a traditional principle 
of which has been the rejection of any 
form of union of church with State. 
If  Roosevelt is going to lead this 
country iNnto a situation whelre we’ll 
h,ave to send almbasadors to the Vati- 
can as we do to foreign governments, 
the next logical step will be for the 
Pope to send an ambassador to our 
State Department, and this, I insist, 
will be repu’gnant to all Americans 
who want t.o keep religion out o,f our 
government. Roosevelt has committed 
a grave blunder. He should take 
measures to correct it before the mis- 
chief becomes an open scandal. One 
of the reasons w,hy our form 09 demo- 
cratic government represents the will 
of our entire citizenry-and therefsore 
makes for national unity-is the fact 
that we have followed the’ practi’ce of 
disallowing anyt.hing that suggejsts an 
established relilgion, As things are 
niow, the Catholic C$urch is enjoying 
advantages over other churches. This 
is unfair to them, to say nothing of 
our millions of citizens who don’t b,e- 
long to any church at all. We have 
religion in this country, along with 
something like 600 different kind,s of 
tens of millions of peolple who prefer 
t.o have no religious connections of 
any kind, and yet we have managed 
to keep this explosive element out o’f 
our Government because the Found- 
in,g Fathers provided for a Stat’e that 
will remain above and beyond all 
manifestations #of religious, or anti- 
religious, controversy. The American 
public, by and large, isn’t rea’dy to 
admit t,hat it ‘con,siders the Vatican’s 
re&iousstate the same as any peo- 
ple’s State. The Vatican State is an 
artificial, arlbitrary f  a b r i c a t i o n 
brought into being by the maneuver- 
ings of th’e leaders of- the Roman 
Catholic Church. Its followers arc 
citizens of dozens o,f States through- 
out the world. Such followers, under 
our fundamental law, can’t give al!e- 
gianlce to two Statea-Vatican State 
and the U.S.A. This conclusion is 
self-evident, and yet, as I’ve written 
be@ore, not a single standard publica- 
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tion in the country has seen fit thus 
far to give expression to the view- 
point o’f those who want our Gnvern- 
ment to keep its hands out of the af- 
fairs of any church, na matter how 
large and powerful. This incident 
proves there is greateT need than ever 
for an American press that, is inde- 
pendent enou’gh to ,discuss such topics 
without having to truck$ I b,efow the 
prejudices and dogmas of the priest- 
hood. A free pre#ss, with a large fol- 
lowing of readers, coul’d d’o much to 
teach President Itoosevelt that he has 
n’o moral right t,o clolmmit us to dilplo- 
matic recogniton of the Palpal State. 
Such a public service could be render- 
ed without doing the sli.ghtest harm 
to our Catholi’c masses, against whom 
no true American bears the sIightest 
opposition on religious grounds. They 
have a right, und,er our Constitution, 
to kiss the big toe of Bishop Beer- 
!bcl&, if that gives thm solace, but 
they shouldn’t be permitted to expand 
their influence to the ‘pint where 
they get our State to give special 
recognition to their religious-political 
establishlment. 

Editor: The reader who requesta that 
his subscription be cancelled because o 
your “low taste for broad humor” is tti 
be pitied. Of course in thi,s as in SO 
many other things, opinions vary, but 
it’s been my observatioil that when 
they’re so outspokenly derogatory the 
cause is usually, more or less, a hang 
over of Puritaqical squeamishness 
Curiously enough, such an attitude to 
ward levity of this sort in the pubn 
prints in sometimes associated in the 
same parson with the loosest kind of 
habits in personal conversation. Having 
myself, shed such restricted outlooks 
rather completely, these fragments of 
sophisticaled humor are to ma the sch 
soning without which most of your 
“sincere and serious discassions of im- 
portant problems” wouldn’t be nearly as 
palatable as you usually manage to make 
them. As reader A. M. Paschal1 we1 
says, it’s the stuff that keeps us “from 
becoming entirely neurotic.” I was go 
ing to add something to these rwmrks 
aboat the use of the word “vulgar” in 
popular discussions of this subject but 
I see you’ve done it admirably your 
&elf in another place in the paper so 
1’11 l’et that pass. 
MapIewood, MO.’ C. A. LANG 

* 8 4+ 
why is it that when I eat pork I become 
restlear at night and hare bad dreams? 

No other kind of meat does this to me. 
I would like to know if this meat is 
more unwholesome than other meats. 

I f  thoroughly co&&, pork is BS 
-good as any other meat. Never eat 
any pork product that isn’t well- 
cooked, bscause otherwise there’s the 
dangeT of getrting itrichinosis. I don’t 
think you oan produce any real evL 
dence Wat your bald dreams are 
caused by hhis piartiou&ar kind OP 
meat. 

Editor: The New Deal has accomplish 
ed so much that we can overlook an oc- 
casional card from the bottom of the 
deck. Neverthelese, I sbotild like to 
protest recognition of the Pope as any- 
thing but the most ruthIess and vicious 
head-dress of all time. Religion and 
politics do not mix to the a,dvantage of 
a humane government. Even were this 
not true, the Pope and the lesser sales- 
mongers of the gods shduld not need 
U.S. political influence in lobbying with 
their deities. 

The blood of history flows at its deep- 
est in humanity’s attempts to escape the 
shackles of the C’atholic Church. To 
turn back in this crisis and bow (or 
even nod) to the Pope, conceding that 
per,haps he has a rabbit’s foot after all, 
is a disgrace to ourselves and to the 
name of nnoestors who died fighting the 
Catholic Church to make freedom pos- 
sible. The Catholic Church has never 
changed its piratical totalitarian policy 
or nltcrcd ita criminal campaign of 
sabotage of human knowledge and prog- 
ress. 

As stated above, one bad card doesn’t 
spoil the deck, but this constituen 
wishes Roosevelt would change his mind 
and not recogniz’e the court of the Vati- 
can for anything but its stench. 

l”RANKLIN P. COLLIER, JR 
Melrose. Mass. 

Are ybu still warm on the subject of a 
third term for F. D. R.? 

Yes,h&er than a pistol, or a fire- 
cr’acker, depending on which is hotter. 

rk 44 4 
“I look upon your- ‘sophisticated’ 

stories as nothing more than fillers; 
and fillers longer remembered than 
those I read in th#e newsnapers about 
the gold content in sea water, the aver- 
age yearly temperature of Zamboanga, 
or what-ho.“-2 M$tPas;hall, Azle, Tex. 

Is there such a thing as a criminal type? 
You can’t detect a crook by study- 

ing his lo80ks. Dr. Ales Hrdlicka, dia- 
tipllyished authrqpdogist, Smithsoni- 
an In&it&ion, Washing&n, D.C., 
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says, after eeanches f,or a so-c’alled 
c&nind type, “there are no physical 
eritetia for distinguishing the PO- 
tential criminal. There may be a 
‘criminal facies’-a combination of 
facial expres&ons, body build and 
motor bsehavi,or. That may bs sensed, 
but not proved, and there will be a 
great percentzge $ eyptions.” 

“That ~88 a swell piece you did on 
‘Pilgrim’s Progress.’ It so happens that 
years and years ago I tortured myself 
by reading it all tlra way lhrough. At 
the present time; digressing like you 
from consideration of the book’s liter- 
ary to its sanitary uses, I’ll admit that 
we’ve made considerable progress since 
using its pages for such purposes. But 
I must remind you that even if we, ‘the 
vulgus,’ come finally to adopt Queen 
De& sxpensive old linen wiaers. for - , 
#sheer luxury and wanton extravagance 
we’ve yet quite a way to go before 
catching up with one of old Rabelals’ 
herues who, after remarkable patience 
and diligence in experimentation, final- 
ly decided that the aptest tool of alI 
is the neck of a live young goose.“- 
C. A. Lang, MO. 

4 4 4 
“Says Father James Glllis, December 

24: ‘Moat of the sin and misery in the 
world is due to outbursts of Atheism.’ 
Like France’s outburst of Atheism 
againts the democratic government of 
Spain. And we wonder to what the sin 
and misery of the.Middle Ages was due. 
Certainly not to Atheism; so what could 
it have been?“-Reader. 

4 4 4 
What is the rmsition of the Catholic 
Church in Germany with regard to Hit- 
ler’s war? 

This reader has brought up a deli- 
cate question that. em,barrasses apolo- 
gis’ts who point with :pride to the 
Vatican’s attacks on Htitler. In Ger- 
many itself, the Calholic Church en- 
dorsed Hitler’s ruthless aggre,ssion. 
My authority for this st,atement i:s a 
Pastoral Letter from the bishops in 
Germany to all Catholics, from which 
I quote: 

“In this decisive hour we admon- 
ish our Catholic.soldiers to do their 
duty IN OBEDIENCE TO THE 
FUEHRER and be ready to sacrifice 
their whole individuality. We ap- 
peal to the Faithful to join in 
ardent prayers that Divine Provi- 
dence may lead this war to blessed 
succes6.” 

Could anything be plainer? The 
record shows +&at the Catholic Church 

asked its followers to help Hitler’s 
r.eign of terror. The letter from 
which I have just quoteid was issued 
on September 23, 1939, about a week 
after Hitler crushed and ravished 
Poland, a Cathobc country which had 
support for the Catholic Church 
written into its Constitution. James 
J. Murphy, D.D., says: 

“The Catholic periodicals of Ger- 
many exhort their readers, by a 
front-page illustration, that as Saint 
Michael slew the dragon, no, too, 
should they fight thb holy war and 
slay the modern dragons of democ- 
racy. 

“Once again, as throughout her 
history, the Church of the Vatican 
has thrown her weight on the side 
of authoritarianism. Little matter 
whether it is that of a mnnarrhy or 
of a dictatorship. Nor does it mat- 
ter that in so doing she tramples in 
mud and gore the very principles 
of her moral co(de. Political ma- 
chine that she is (in her inner 
circle), she never takes promises or 
principles “too seriously-at best, 
they are but means to an end, and, 
at times, they are even obstacles. 
It is the ends that count-the means 
are immaterial-and the ends are 
always fascist.” 

How easy it, is to fool the Catholic 
masses. In th.e Vatican, the Pope 
complains against Hitler’s treatment 
of his children in Poland; in Ger- 
many, the Catholic Church calls on 
its followers to support the Fuehrer’8 
wars, which includes’ the destruction 
af Cat,holic Poland and the endave- 
ment of its. people. 

4 4 4 
Edilur: D&t you dare listen to that 

guy who’s got a fannyache about the 
“too sophisticated stories.” My gawd, 
is that what you have #been dishing out 
tu us, sophistication? Then 1 6hore do 
thrive on that stuff. I’d like to indulge 
my “low taste for broad humor” on him. 
I’d splat him in his vinegar phiz with 
a platter of rich, green, steaming bovin- 
us turdus (terrible Lauin), providing 
the cow were near and would oblige. 

I shudder in my interior to think what 
that guy’s life must be like and those 
around him-drear, desolate and Por- 
lorn. Never a grin, nor even the sun- 
shine of a smile, or the gusty relief of a 
belly-laff. I pity anyone who doesn’t 
posses a ‘sense of hfumor. Hell’s bells, 
if it weren’t for the fun I pet out of life 
I couldn’t live. 

Sure, I appreciate tha “sincere and 
serious dtaouarlon of tmpartnnt prob- 
lems” but with all due r&&iaot for your 
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interesting presentations on Free- 
thought, Hitlerism, Sfalinism, etc., 1 
fear I would gel all bugged down with- 
out the spice of your parrot and dog 
stories. For helll sakes, don’t stop ‘em. 
Make ‘em bigger and funnier (if POS- 
sible). -- 

Don% worry a moment about the loss 
of that bird’s subscription. You’re bet.- 
ter off without his kind. A sourpuss 
will never be an asset in the fight for 
intellectual freedom. Just as soon BS 
5 can wean my tummy from another 
ilollar’s worth of groceries I’ll send You 
8 subscription to make up fur his loss. 

I second Mr. Lang’s suggestion that 
eventually you should compile your 
“Answers to Unasked Questions.” I en- 
joyed “The Fun I Get Out of Life,” but 
aa yet haven’t got around to “Confes- 

” At leaat you 
slit ~~m~ileD~%!k%~ too sophisti- 
cated dog and parrot &ries” so that 
Mr. Paschal& the majority of your 
read’ers (I’ll wager) and I can indulge 
our low taste for broad humor. 

By my Aunt Deborah’s cel’ebrated pink 
satin bloomers, I’m glad I’m a vulgar 
person like yourself, A. M. Paschall, R. 
Franklin and Abe Lincoln. Our tastes 
may be low, but damned if we don’t 
travel in great company. I’m really sor- 
ry to learn that you can’!‘ pfint Your 
best sto;trs. How about a private edi- 
tion” “exclusive distrlbutiun”? 
“Reader” gives me a pain where I sit 
down, As we say around here, “- 
(a four letter word meaning to relieve 
your kidneys) on him,” but don’t listen 
to him. Having d’elivered myself of this 
tirade and feeling somewhat better, I 
will now close with a hymn: “Power, 
power everlasting power to the great 
pen hand of E. Haldeman-Julius.” 

removal to a point outside the Ro- 
man walls. According to the pontid- 
cal convirtinn, Rome was the conse- 
crated center of a si’ngle universal 
church, and an exclusively Catholic 
city. To the mind of the average 
non-Catholic American, this pro- 
scription and exile reflected ancient 
Rome% refusal to enfranchise the 
bafibarians of Tivoli. The order 
fired the indignation of President 
Andrew Johnson, Secretary of State 
William II. Seward, and the Con- 
gress of the United States. Our 
ministry of the Holy See was closed 
summarily, and our representative 
practically withdrawn. OtBcial 
‘Washington’s independence was 
shown further by the rather unpre- 
cedented failure to proffer any ex- 
planation to the supreme pontiff.” 

The Comerted Catholic, February, 
1040, oontadns a valuakle article an 
Roosevelt’s appointment of an axn- 
b’assador to Vatican City, in which 
the statement is made that. “a definite 
agreement hias, been reached by P~“e’si- 
dent Roosevelt and the Vatican that 
diplomatic relations shall be estab- 
lished between the U.S. an’d the ,Holy 
See as soon as publk opiniton in 
America can be brought. around to 
the idea.” The flat statement is made 
thlat the plan was w#o??ked out 5y 
Postmaster Farley and Cardinal 
Paeelli (the present I Pop!), as fol- 
lows : 

RICHARD E. GREENE 
Sprlng+ld, &lo. 

* a 43 
I was deeply impressed by your arti- 
cles protesting against President Roose- 
vclt’s appointment of a “persona1” am- 
bassador to tlie Vatican. You write that 
we broke off diplomatic relations with 
the Pope in 1867. Can you give me the 
historical background? 

“The present general plan of ac- 
tion was agreed upon by Postmas- 
ter-General James A. Farley and 
Eugenio Cardinal Pacelisi, [then] 
Papal Secretary of State [now Pope 
Pius X,11], when Mr. Farley was 
here [in Rome] last December and 
conferred with both L’opa Pius XI 
and Cardinal Paeelli’ . . .” 

The statement adds: 

You will find the official documents 
and all relevant facts in the severance 
of diplomatic relati’ons between the 
U.S. and t.he Vatkan in Ths Atlantic 
Mon,th&, October, 1929, under t,he 
heading : “A Diplomatic Incident- 
When Waqhington Closed our Vati- 
can Min,istry.” Space permits me to 
quote no more than the first para- 
graph : 

“In 1867 Pope Pius IX, proscrib- 
ing American Protestant worship 
on strictly Roman soil, ordered its 

“It was nrrreed at that time that 
a cautious campaign should be un- 
dertaken to win American public 
opinion to the idea, It is hoped by 
means of this strategy gradually to 
encourage the growth of the idea 
in America that the establishment 
of relations is both natural and de- 
sirable, so that President Roosevelt 
would be alble to give the impres- 
sion in’acting that he was doing so 
in response to popular demand.” 

Then .comes the amazing skatement 
that, even at that time, Father 
Charles E. Coughlin, th’e Fas&t- 
min’ded priest, was being used aa a 
pawn in the game ‘between Pope and 
President, as fiollows: 



16 Question-s and Answera; 

“In this connection the Vatican’s 
tolerance of the Rev. Charles E. 
Coughlin of Royal Oak, Mlch., ‘ra- 
dio priest’ and defender of the New 
Deal may be significant . . . Never- 
theless, if the Vatican found Father 
Coughlin’s viewpoint repugnant 
there is no doubt that he would be 
si’lenced . . . For all of these and 
other reasons the new plan for ex- 
rhanging diplomatic representatives 
has been and will be pursued with 
the greatest possible caution. The 
Vatican never makes haste, and may 
well ,decids that it i,s bcttcr to wait 

indefinitely than to risk failure.” 

This situation, which shows how 
oloae we are to abandoning our tradi- 
tional policy of. keeping Church and 
State apart, brings to mind a letter 
written by W. H. Bankhead, Speaker 
06 the IIouse 01 Rqresent~atives, in 
reply to a comlmunication from the 
Rev. Thomas E. Brloo’de, who asked 
why C’ongress adjourned in Fehrnnry, 
1939, because of the d(tath of Pope 
Pius XI. Bankhesd wrote, in part: 

“While it is true this recognrtion 
was based in part upon the fact that 
the late Pope was the head of the 
Catholic Church, its justification 
from the standpoint of precedent 
was upon the fact the Pope was the 
head of a Temporal State, as well 
as being the head of his church. 
There have been a number of oeca- 
aions when Congress adjourned in 
respect to the heads of Foreign Na- 
tions.” 

Thi,s is an a,stonishing assertion, 
clonsidering that the U.S. does not 
recognize the Vat&an State. Readers 
will recall that the Vatican State was 
set up by the Lateran Pact signed 
between the Polpe and Mussolini, a 
document which the U.S. Government 
has never acscord’ed official rewgni- 
tion. But this d,oesn’t hinder the 
Speaker of the House from asserting 
that t,he Pop& civil sovereignty (the 
Vatican State) is entitled to official 
recogn,ition by Congress. The signs 
all show that po8werful f’orcas are 
moving in the dire&ion o$ official 
contacts between Church and State, 
and that’s a serious blow at. tradi- 
tional Americanism, which doesn’t 
accept the idea of an estabditshed 
Church. 

* * * 
Editor: The Hays organization has 

been serving as a shock absorber be- 
tween the movie producers and the 
“right thinking” sort of people for a 

good many years. The “right thinking,” 
of course would object to a movie fn 
which f re erence was made to Marlene 
Dietrich’s “hills,” just as they would ob- 
ject to (I quote from the Hays en- 
cyclical) : “Profanity in even its mild- 
est form, licentious or suggestive nud- 
ity, the drug traffic, sex perversion, 
white slavery, ridicule of the clergy, or 
wilfnl offense to any nation, race or 
creed.” 

Why it should be any more necessary 
for the movie industry to have to have 
a buffer than, for instance, the hnok 
publishing industry, I do not know. 
There is no good reason why the movie 
producers should keep on pooling thelr 
money to support the Hays organization, 
when each producer could put his own 
ear to the ground and do his own listen- 
ing for the stampe,de of the “right 
thinking” in his direction. (A concise 
definition of the “right thinking”: moral 
and religious fanatics, with a sprinkling 
of nuts, who probably take their baths 
in long nnd~-rwear for fear God will 
see them naked and be knocked for a 
I’OOP.) 

Should the movie producers throw the 
padlock on the Hays Vatican, and keep 
it there, there would, I am sure, be no 
perceptib,le rise in eNrime, moral de- 
pravity, and the like. The Hays or- 
ganization is nothing more than a 6@ 
urative lifting of the hat to the spooks, 
‘if you know what I mean. I can think 
of no one more inutile in the national 
set-up than Pope Pius Hays. 
Azl,e, Tex. A. M. PASCHALL 

* +I+ 9 
Kindly explain why the Catholic Church 
fights Freemasonry. 

“Synagogues of Sattan” is what 
Pius IX called Masonisc lodges. In his 
encyclical, Humanum Genus (1884), 
Plope Leo Xl11 branded Freemasonry 
L‘an impure epidemic” anfd “a work OP 
the devil.” The encyclical says, in 
part: 

“The most dangerous weapon of 
the Freemasons is their. principle 
which leaves the people free to 
choose their own form of govern- 
ment. In order to establish this 

government, 
$$%c $dg$“%?rallied with the 
Communists and the Socialists and 
completely share their principal 
ideas.” 

T,eo XIII then calls on the Cath801ic 
clergy and laymen to show no mercy 
in exterminating the Freemasons. 
In 1814, after t,he defeat of Napoleon, 
Pope Pius VII signed a Bull against 
Freemas,onry, calling it c‘a can’cer 
and a deadly disease of society.” His 
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reason is the fact that Freemasons slaughter carried on dnrlng that most 
give support to the Iprinciple of re- holy of periods-the era of the Crusades 

liyivua l~leri~rxx. IIe added: iwhen Christians then, even as today 
“ they receive into their order 

in Spain and Ethiopia, murdered whole- 
. . . 

all classes and a11 nationalities, and 
sale under the sign of the Cross? . . . 

favor all kinds of moral codes and 
Hill, on December 25: “The world is 

all forms of worship.” 
thrilled by his appearance (Pope P$s 

In short. Freemasons must be an- 
XII) as peace leadle:L’,lI st;Ild th$k 
“thrilled was ; 

nihilated ?&ause they oppose racial 
persecution and discrimination, and 
insist on the right, to worship as one’s 
conscience dictates-principles that 
are the heat of true, traditional 
Americanism. Another Catholic ob- 
jedti’on to Freemas,on,s is the fact that 
they not, only advocate tolerance but 
uphobd the ideal o’f freedolm for all 
mankind. 

e * * 
Editor: I disagree with your critic. 

Instead uf culling uut lhe “auphisti- 
cated” stories he complains of, I vote 
that they be retained. And not only 
that, Ibut I request that you double the 
space @ven to these clever jokes. Far 
from being for people who “have a 
low taste,” I believe many of these jokes 
woulmd have delighted no less a person 
than the ereat Beniamin Franklin him- 
self. Of course, I may disagree &h the 
sentiment of some od these io’kea o&e 
in a while, but in such i&tan&s it’s 
easy to skip what I don’t care for. I be- 
lieve their omission would leave The 
Freeman just another ordinary, flat pnb- 
lieation-like a dinner from which all 
salt, pepper and spice had been removed. 
Then, too, your own interest would de- 
crease. 
Houston, Tex. C. A. LOEFFLER’ 

* 6 * 
Editor: Edwin C. Hill, broadcasting 

December 22, 1939: “The democracies 
ore forced to dcfcnd thcmsclvcs from 
the brute force of Paganism.” How they 
are to defend themselves from the brute 
force of Catholic Christian Fascism, he 
didn’t say-possibly because our column- 
ists and commentators aren’t supposed 
to remind the public that brutality, 
cruelty and treachery are the trade- 
mark of the “godly” as well as the pa- 
gan dictators. “It i’s,” says Hill, 
“Christianity again,& Odin and Thor, 
an.d, the even more vicious gods of the 
Orient.” Whether or not he means Con- 
fucius, Buddha, and Loa-Tze, I couldn’t 
say; but even they have not sanctioned 
more vicious brutality than has been 
cummitted in the name of “the gentle 
Christ.” Of course our commentators 
aren’t expected to be particularly trnth- 
fnl or consistent, so long as they throw 
a sop to the Church, but what of the 
oriental origin of the Christian re- 
ligion? And what of the senseless 

“amazed” might be more appropriate, 
conmsidering that this peace leader sanc- 
tioned the rape of peaceable Ethiopians, 
and congratulatesd his dear son, France, 
on his brutal treatment of those who 
were loyal to the constitutional govern- 
ment of Spain. Oh, yes, did you notice 
in The Nation, December 23, that “the 
plight of the Spanish refugees in France 
has been rendered graver than ever by 
by the French government’s action in 
raiding the S.E.R.E., the official Span- 
ish agency for aiding the refugees to 
memigrnte to foreign countries. . . 
Meanwhile, across the border the terror 
continues. The press of the provincial 
towns regularly publishes lengthy lists j 
of the executed. Thus is FlXnCO 
preserving Christianity in Spain? The 
broadcasters might bring that up when 
they’re ranting about the brute force 
of Paganism and Atheism. I also sng- 
gest they remind their hearers that all 
of our dictators are either devout sons 
of the Church, like Franc0 an’d 11 Duce, 
or were steeped in Catholic traditinn. 
S,o I can’t imagine where they got their 
wicked notions of brutality and torture. 

-Maybe ‘from Little Red Riding Hood.) 
“Together the Pope and the President 

may humanize European politics.” (To 
I 

paraphrase a remark of your own, that’s 
what we’re afraid of-if their intention 
is to humanize them as they were hu- 
manize,d in Spain and Ethiopia.) 
Wilmington, Del. W. MATTHEWS 

I cncloso nn editorial from OUI local 
iape;, which claims that more than 50 
percent of the hospitals in the U.fi,;‘; 
run by the Catholic Church. 
comment. 

The statement is false? but n,ot EUP 
prising to one who studies the myths 
cirsculated by the Roman Church. The 
aclcurate figure is 8.5 perlcent, which, 
when you consider that the Clatholics 
claim 20 percent of the population, 
isn’t much to bomt akmut. Mnst hos- 
pitals in the U.S. are secular institu- 
tions, run mod,eNstly by the pulblic for 
th’& se!cvice of humanity. Exposing 
the lies of Catholi’c apologists is a 
full-time job. And it’s important. 
Don’t have any doulbts on that score. 
That the Church feels. sulch publiscity 
is shown ,by the alacrity with which 
the organization suppresses the free- 
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dom of the uress when it has the 
power to ass&t it,s will, as in Italy. 
Spain and Portugal. I have, during 
the aast three decades. made a saecial 
stud-y of-the Catholic Chunch, &out 
which I have written a Preat deal. 
as may be seen by lookicg -into my 
19 volumes of questions and answers. 
These articles bring me more abusive 
and threatening letters t.han any 
other kind of writing I do, which 
shows how alert the obscurantists are 
in the work of protecting their inter- 
ests. They strike hard, and use any 
weapons that come to hand, t.he fa- 
vorite being the device of the lie. 
I give a great deal of space to the 
problelms created by the Church, not 
because I enjoy writing on this topic 
(I really don’t) but because I see the 
great need for such literat,ure in this 
oountry, where the publilc has such a 
superficial,. infantile understanding 
of clericallsm. I’d gladly turn this 
suibjelct ‘over to other e&tors, if they 
were here to do the joib, but since 
their appalling silence shrieks at 
one, I have to surrender to my mes- 
sianic urge and keep pounding on 
t)his vast and difficult theme. The 
fact that so few editors are able or 
willing to comment on the aro’blems 
of Cagholic eccle$iasti~cism is -in itself 
proof o;f the need for publications that 
refuse to join the- conspiracy of 
silence or the or&estra of ballyhoo. 
I have malde many enemies as a result 
of my forthright,-anti-~clerjcalism, but 
that fails to hinder me, for I look on 
the task of educating the reading 

ptiblic on the rcligiomz. qu#cstion as a 
public service of the first order. I of- 
ten mutter to myself how gratifying 
and encouraging it w,ould b,e if the 
readers who approve of such out- 
sspokenness would give t,he periodical 

/ the moral and material support it de- 
serves, especially the important mat- 
pe;d;:sbrin&ing a larger audience of 

into conta’ct with F?ee- 
thought’s mind-liberating literature. 
That isn’t a,s.king much, and yet- it 
goes t,o the c0r.e of the situation. It’s 
the kev to ,future service for truth’ 
awl freedom. I keep haTping on this 
aspect of the situation because I know 
fro,m personal experience how funda- 
mental and pressing it i.s. I beg my 
readers t.o take this little sermon to 
heart. Frankly, I aim to turn all of 

you into rationalistic missionaries- 
soldiers in the &ruggle for intellac- 
tual eman’cipation. 

Editor: You have one reader’s thanks 
for bearing down heavily on Freethought 
in the March, 1940, issue of The Free- 
man. P was especially glad you included 
the article on the great composers. Did 
YOU overlook Chopin-the greatest eom- 
poser for the piano of all time-or have 
YOU found that he belongs on the side 
of the spooks? Personally, I think 
Chopin WLL.L) o non-believer, although I 
haven’t the proof before me. You know, 
though, he was’ a great friend--nay, 
more than a friendlof George San& 
and also a friend of Heine and Berlioz, 
Freethinkers all. 
Azle, Tex. A. M. PASCHALL 

Editor: Walter van Kirk, in his “Red 
ligion in the News,” December 23, speak- 
ing of the cooperation between Vatican 
and the King of Italy, called attention 
to the fact that “~t&y cannut tulerate a 
political pr social organism that com- 
petes with Catholicism. In Italy . . . 
this means that neither the Vatican nor 
the government can or will yield to 
Moscow. (How about the rest of us 
yielding to them?) The State and 
Church have very much in common- 
the challer&ng of a political organism 
that denies the reality of God and the 
place and power of religion in the 
world.” Referring to the coming visit 
of the Pope to the Italian King, he Bays, 
“It will certainly exercise a weighty in- 
fluence on the si.de of peace.” (I wonder 
what. the Loyalists, Ethiopians and Jews, 
those victims 0% Italian “peace,” will 
have to say to that?) Further, “The 
Pope lauded the Italian government for 
permitting Italy to remain outside the 
cunflict. . . . The Church will never ac- 
cept any solution of the crisis that 
would diminish the prestige and power 
of Itmalv.” 

That-reminds me: a young relative of 
mine asked solemnly, “If God hates 
brute force and the siaughter of women 
and children, why di.d he make his own 
faithful sons, Mussolini and France, do 
those things? Does God fivht himself? 
Or doesn’t he mind brutality so long 
as his own crowd does it?” You tell 
him; I wouldn’t know. 

READER 
* d+ * 

In one of your volumes of questions and 
answers you make the statement that 
Roman C;;th;licsthlmy eat meat ,on 
Friday. * a typographlcal 
error? 

No. I meant it literally. It% no sin 
for a Catholic to eat up to two ounces 
omf meat. on Fridays. But, I’ve met 
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only two Cathobcs during the p,a.st 35 The elimination of commercial advertis- 
years whso ever heard ob this law. ing will remove the economic influence 
TWO ounces of meat isn’t a lot, but, of the profit motive which now diclalea 

as Dr. L. H. Lehman, editor of 2% the editorial policy of the capitalistic 

CO?WeYted CC&O&, writes, it makes ~~o~$,e, Wash. 
quite a sizable sandwich. 

ROBERT SLOCUM 

+I+ * * 
[Editor’s Note: Reader Slocum has 

I have julst read a book which claims caught the point of my numerous ser- 

a beautiful English girl was made mons. I hope others will do the same. 
Pope and her sex was not discuvared Each reader of the aroeressive, liberal, 

until she was taken with the pains of independent press should take on him- 

childbieth while riding in a religious self the responsibility of serving its in- 

proce,ssion. Is this good history? terests, especially with regard to attract- 

The whol,e story is nothing more 
ing a larger hndy of readers. After we 

than a myth, but it persists and is 
get a sufficient number of weeklies and 
monthlies on a sound. secure basis we 

accepted by many people who ought can give thought to expansion into the 
to know better. Ac8cording t,o a legend field of daily publication. This doesn’t 
that got its start in the 15th Century, mean I’m suggesting long delay. A pro- 

the Catholic Church is supposed to gressive, truth-telling daily press could 

have had a Pope Joan, who became the be developed rapidly once we’re able to 

Holy “Father” after Pope Leo died in 
point to a large horly of readers who 

855. The story tells us she was a beau- 
stand rea,dy to be organized and disci- 

tiful Engli,sh girl who slipped into a 
pline’d with a view to giving America 
publications that won’t be slavi’sh imita- 

lnon’astery dressed in a man’s clo+hos tions of today’s fat, prosperous, hut in- 
so she might be near her lover. Later tellectually fatuous, advertising sheets.] 

she went to Rome (still in male * * * 
dress), where she created quite a stir Will the new Federal law that calls for 

because of her immense learning. She better labeling of medicines apply to 

then ‘was ma’de Pope, the College of * 
standard items along with patent meNdi- 

Cardinals being unaware of the fact ‘InesT 
their choice was a woman. The fable 

Yes. The. new law has been in 

even goes so far as, to assert that t,he 
ef%ct since January 1, 1940, but it’s 

CardinaIs since then have aIways 
expected another six months will go 
by before the chan,ge is made reason- 

examined every Pope before he was 
cons’ecrated in order to make sure of 

ably complete. As I’ve .explNained be- 

his sex. For 200 years, an alleged 
fore, th,e medi’cines you buy in your 

portrait of Joan hung among a gal- 
drugstore will have to give more than 

*lery of portraits of Popes in the 
t,he names of the drugs. The label 

cathedral of Siena. No sober student 
will also have to give useful warn- 

of the Roman Church accepts this 
ings to prevent their bein,g used harm- 

myth. 
fully. This new labeling law was 

tt+ * +P passed by the Federal government 

Editor: Although widespread depriva- and is being administered by the 
tion is extended or prolonged by the Food an,d Drug Administration. To 
natural death-struggle of the capitalist show how this law will cover stand- 
system, imt is necessary to realize that ard items, l’et me quote what will 
no drastic social and economic change have to be said on bottles containing 
should or can be hasd until the American 
public want it and demand it through 

that old, familiar remedy, castor oil: 

vote. Our immediate problem is to work “Not to be used when abdominal 

for the best possible means of lessen- pain (stomachache, cramps,. col’ic), 

ing human suffering under present con- nausea, vomiting @tomach sickness) 
ditinns. or other symptoms of appendicitis 

Those who feel that another economic 
are present. Frequent or continued 

system is necessary or inevitable can 
use of this preparation may result 

best serve the cause by vigorous edu- 
in dependence on laxatives. Do not 
use during pregnancy except on 

cotional effort to inspire public under- 
standing of the issue. Such individuals 

competent advice.” 

should support those publications which The common sense of the law is ob- 
are making an honest eifort to present vious. It shoula have been passed 
social, economic,. and political truths to decades ago. 
the masses. They should work for the 9 * * 
establishment of a national daily free The enclosed article from the February 
pres’s supported entirely by its readeks. 12, 1946, issue of Father Coughlin’s 
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magazine, “Social Justice,‘: is entitled c8011ection of lbo’oks available in which 
d‘Abraham Lincoln ad Rulhschilds,” 
wi#bh the sub-heading, “Civil W?r Was 

the propaganda devic#es of t.he F~ZWC- 

$g;,I;u$t Over Slavery, but Fmanclal 
ists and anti-Semites are exposed for 

. I ask your opinion of the the frauds they are. The cumulative 
validity of the statement. effect of all my writings in the VA 

“LIARS AT WORK” would bs a 
umes mentio’ned is 00 show that these 
American Fastists have taken to 

good title for a book which is crying 
t.o 1s8.e written. Newer ill 11x hia.Lory 

heart Hitler’s dictum that a propla- 
gandist should have no scruples about 

of’our country have we known more lying, and the Ibigger the lie the 
historical lies than are being dis- easier it is to have it accepted by 
sleminated today by propagandists the I co8 atudious portion of the pop- 
who are seeking to serve the anti- 
Semitic moiement an#d Fascism. We 

ulation. If  that’s true, at least, we 
who believe in tihe truth and the 

ane being flooded with forged docu- merits of a free press are shoswing 
ments, interpolatilons, fakes and 
frauds-all of theim intended to 

some energy in using our ability as 
writers to expo.se their lies. As I 

spread the hate-philosophy of the 
Fascists, of whom Flather Coughlin 

said in my first sentence, let’s hope 
that SOLO compct,ent author will col- 

is the most vocal leader. It has been lect all the lies of the American Fasc- 
my self-chosen task, during the pslst ists, and anti-&mites, telling the 
eight years, to track down the lies of truth about them an#d th&r forged 
these racedbailers and haters of free- 
dom and democra#cy. I have already 

d&cuments in a book thlat could 
pro!perly be entitleId, “Liars at Work.” 

c’overed a grseat deal of ground, The article referred to by my sub- 
branding Ue after lie, but no sooner scriber contains a new lie-that tihe 
is one forgery exposed tlihan a new Ameri’can Civil War wasn’t fought 
one is brought out by the Coughlins, 
the Winrods, th Pelleys and the 

over slavery but wa,s the result of 

Tl~~rk~elao~~s. My eaders Know how 7 
a conspiracy set afoot by the Roths- 
childs, European bankers, and im- 

thoroughly I bared the forgeries in 
the Proto,cols of the Elders of Zion 

plemented by a C,onfederate politi- 
&an, the Jewish Judah F. Benjamin, 

-a brazen fake which. the Rev. Win- Jof&reon Davis’ Secret,ary of State. 
rod and Father Coughlin have used, It’s always an easy matter to’ take 
and, in Winrod’s cas’e, is still being an isolated Jew in posi’tion A and 
used. I tore to p&es the fake printed 
by Winrod and others in the name 

automatically conn.ect him with the 

ob Benjamin Franktin, a sipeech 
“international b)ankers” in position B 
by the simple t,riuk of saying it must 

which Franklin never delivered but b e so beclause the individual in posi- 
which was cooked up hy the race- tion A happens to be a Jew. Lofgic 
msongers in order to spnead the charge isn’t there, of course, but liars nev- 
that Franklin had is’sued a “warn- er worry albbout slo delicate a luxury 
ing” against the Jews while attend- as lolgi’c. This Coughlin aoncolction 
ing Lhe CUIIS tiLuLiona1 GunventioIl+ 
Only the obher day I exposed t,he D’ 

has it that the House o,f Rothschild, 

Th’orkelson-Winrod interpolNation in 
Israeli, Benjamin, and a few others, 

long before the Civil War, decided the 
the toast to “An Independent Press,” North an,d South should go to war 
by the journalist, John Swinton. in ord,er to “divide an#d conque~r.” 
These anti-Semites deliber,ately con- The North was to become a British 
cocted a senteace which they inserted colony, says C,oughlin’s paper, an- 
inLo SwiIlLun’y toast, a statement nexed to Canada, “while the South 
which alleged that the Jews con- w,ould go to Napol,eon III of France!” 
trolleld the American pres,s and “con- Not a s#crap of direct evidence is of- 
snired” to corrupt it 1% happened fered- Nothing is quoted or repro- 
that I had printed the complete and duced to prove tihese broad assertio‘ns. 
accurate text 0.f Swinton’s toast in Then what’s it all based on? Believe 
the 19th volume of my “Questions it or not,, on a conversatFon Prince 
and Answers,” so it was an easy mat- Bismarck is suppo’sed to have had 
ter to expose this new fraud. My with a German, aonrad Siem, in 
volumes of questions and answers 1876, and WRITTEN DOWN 45 
are rapidly becoming t’hle greatz& YEARS LATER. Bismrarck is’ uoted? 

7 
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paragraph after paragr#aph, to 
“prove” that the Rothschilds had it all 
worked out to split the US. into two 
nearly equal halves. In order to 
achieve this end, said Bislmarck, 
“t,hey [the Jewish fiaanciers] started 
t.heir emislsaries in order to exploit 
the question of slavery and thus to 
dig an abyss between the two parts 
of the Repulblic.” Lincoln% talk aibout 
slavery and sacrifices for emancipa- 
tion were just so much eye-w,a,sh. He 
was the blind and uncons~cious victim 
of thme super-consnirat,ors. “Linlcoln 
never suspected these underground 
machinations.” Lirmoln, we are told, 
finally “read their plots and soon un- 
dersto,od, that the South wa.s not the 
worst foe, but the Jew financiers. He 
did not confide his apprehensions, he 
watched t.he gestures of the Hidden 
Hand; he did no,t wish to expose pub- 
licly which would discon’cert th,e ig- 
norant masses.” Lincoln then con- 
founded the “international financiers” 
by farming out the loans to the 
States. “They [the Rothschilds] un- 
derstood at, once, that the United 
States would ecca#pe their grip. The 
death of Linooln was resolved upon. 
Nothing is easier than to find a fa- 
natimc 60 strike.” All this was put 
down 45 vears after Bismarck is sua- 
posed to “have said it. There i;n’lAa 
‘scrap of a letter from the Bismarck 
files, or quotations from his speeches 
or do.cuments. Nothing. Just the 
xword of an anti-Semitic nronaean- 
dist. who was having something pub- 
lished in 1921. From such sources do 
the Coughlins and the Winrsods get 
thleir material. How strange that 
Carl Slandburg, Linicoln’s greatest and 
lmst comprehensive bmgrapher. 
knows nothing atbout this conslniracv 
-in a Lincoln record that aovers four 
large volumes. Lincoln. who knew 
about this Rothschild oonspiracy to 
give th’e North to Canada and the 
South to Napoleon III, never said a 
word about it to anyone, never put it 
in a letter or memorlandum, never 
brought it up ai on,e of t.he meetings 
of his cabinet. No’t a whisper. N’ot a 
word. But the writer who “quotes” 
Bismarck 45 years aPter he is sup- 
p,osed t’o have spilled the beans is sure 
all this hapipened. This wh’ole yarn 
is ridiculous-a bald, impudent set 
of lies t,h#at only a Father C’ough- 
lin or a Rev. Winrod would dream d 

publlishing. With such garbage is 
ra,ce&aiting promoted. 

* + @a 
d guess you know -what you’re talking 
ambout. Wlhen I saw in several volumes 
of your questions and answers that you 
charge Dr. John R. Brinkley with being 
a Fascist I did a little sniffing, but now 
I see you had the right dope. 

My reader encloses a press clip- 
ping with the above, in -which it?s 
said th,at William Dudlev Pellev. 

head ocf the Fas~cist. Sil& S&G% 
l’egion, admitted to the Congres!sional 
Committee on un-American Activities 
that Brinkley, the medical quack, 
contributed $5,000 to hi.s treasury. 
Brinkley took a note for the money, 
but. a child ought to know that that 
was dono merely to corer up. Pelley 
has never been known to pay back 
money adv#anced to him. In fact, as 
he stepped from the witness s,tand 
Pelley was plaNeed under arrest be- 
cause of some crooked work he had 
done in North Carolin’a. It’s grati- 

I. fying to have the Dies Committee 
come along two ‘years later and verifv 
statsemen& made in my volumes of 
questions and answers. I said Brink- 
ley was a Fascist-and the re’eord 
proves I knew what T was talking 
about. And $5,000 is a l,ot of money 
to nut into a&ale Fascist orrraniiza”- 
tion, especially -when you consider 
there are som’ething like 800 Fascist 
societie’s or groups in this country. 
It would be interesting to know how 
much money Brinkley-gave to other 
shirt outfits. 

Which actor ha: the*iin% screen voice? 

The Ammerican Institute of Voice 
Teachers makes an annual voice per- 
sonality award, the honors, according 
to Irving Gielow, pr,esident, of the 
Institute and dormerly of the Chicago 
Civic Opera Company, being bestow- 
ed on these five qualities: enunciation, 
cllarity, tonal quality, range and the 
well-advertised s.a. The latest awards 
went to Lioretta Young and Douglas 
Fairbanks. Jr. 

* e 43 
Gerald B. Winrod’s paper, The Defender, 
for February, 1940. quotes a toast t#o an 
independent -press’ that was used in a 
speech by Congressman Thorkelson. 
Please comment. 

Congressman J. Thorkelson, like 
the Rev. Geral,d B. Winrod, is a liar 
who nsever h’esitate,s to disseminate 
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forged documents along the lines of 
the imfamous “Pr,otocols of the Elders 
of Zion,” one of the biggest fakes in 
recent history and one that Winrod 
(the Javhawk Nazi\ nrints anld cir- 
cLlates in large quaXties. On page 
4 of the issue mentioned above, Win- 
rod reprints a toast which Th’orkslson 
said was “delivered by a former edi- 
+or OS a New York niwupaper at an 
annual press dinner 20 years ago. 
The editor c’onfes+ed t.hnt he was paid 
to keep his honest opinions out. of 
hiss paper,” and added: 

“The work of the New York jour- 
nalimst is to destroy @he truth, to lie 
Outright+ to pervert, to vilify, to 
fawn at the foot of Mammon, and 
to sell his race and his country for 
his dally ‘bread. You know this, and 
I know it, and what fwlly Is this to 
be toasting an indepen,dent press. 
WE ARE THE TOOLS AND VAS- 
SALS OF THE RICH Jl!iWS BEHINU 
THE SCENES. We are the jump- 
ing jacks: they pull the strings and 
we dance. Our talents, our possi- 
bilities and our lives are a11 the 
properties of these men. We are in- 
tellectual prostitutes.” 
ghe s,entenca in caps above was 

printed that way in the Rev. Win- 
rod’s anti-S’emitic and Fascist maga- 
zine. It is a fake. It wa,s inserted by 
Congressman Thorkelson an’d Winrod, 
‘as I shall soon prove. The toast re- 
ferred to atbovs (and quoted in part) 
was actually delivered at. a dinner of 
journalis,ts. The man who spoke it 
was John Swinton, who was a New 
York editorial writer for manv vears. 
ILL my-readers will refer to Vol.“19 of 
my volumes of Questions and An- 
swers they will find the complete text 
of Swinton’s toast. Here it is again, 
“An Independent Press”: 

“There is no such thing in Ameri- 
ca as an independent press. You 
know it as I know it. There is not 
one of you who would dare write 
his honest opinions. 

“I am paid $250 per week to keep 
my honest opinions out of ,the paper 
I am connected with. 

“This business of the journalist 
is to destroy t,he truth, to lie out- 
right, to pervert., to vilify, to fawn 
at the feet of Mammon. and sell 
himself, his country, an& his race 
for his daily bread. What folly is 
this to be toasting an independent 
Press? 

“We are the tools and vassals of 
rich men behind the scenes. We 

are jumping-jacks-they pull the 
strings and we d’ance. We are intel- 
lectual prostitutes.” 

The Thorkelson-Winrod version 
contains many inaccuracies, but. the 
words in caps are their invention. ’ 
Swinton never spoke the sentence 
credited to him, as follows: i 

“WE ARE THE TOOLS AND 
VASSALS OF THE RICH JEWS 
BEHIND THE SCENES.” 

Thus are the liars caught again, 
after having been exposed in num- 
erous other cases. Winrod’s part in 
circulating the forge’d Protocols I’ve 
already disicus#sed. In other volumes 
o8 my Questions and Ans,wers I bow- 
ed how Winrod circulated a speech 
claimed to have been delivered by 
Benjamin Franklin-a vici,ous attack 
on the Jews-and I proved to the hilt 
that Franklin ne&r n&de such a 
speech. Winrod and h,is Fas’cist- 
minded associates cooked up the fake. 
We don’t meet it often nowadays, 
but most likely it’ll crop up again 
when the hate-rmongms find them- 
selves in need of ra’ce-baitin,g mater- 
ial. The Swintcm interpoLxtion GilI 
serve for a while, and exposures like 
t.he above will be ignored for months 
until further use becomes untenable. 
That’s the way lying propagandlista 
operate. Th’ey lie just as, long as 
their fakes find aeceptanlce, when 
they turn to ;ew PgFes. 

It’s not mere mental masturbation that 
1 (a lady reader) seeks this information 
-but why does a dog scratch the earth 
after urination7 

I don’t know. I searched through 
my f,older tabbed “Urinatiurl” in my 
newsclilp filing sysitem and could 
bring noth,ing f;orth. Maybe some ex- 
pert on the habits of dogIs hams the 
Information. 

Can one race claim superiority in crea- 
tive work in sriemw? 

No. Scattered thr’ough my 19 VOI- 
umes af qu&ions and answers are 
scores of facts dealing wi’th thin su!b- 
ject, and all po’int to the conclusion 
that the racists don’t know what 
they’re talking aib,out when th,ey try 
to show that s~cienl;ifi~c progress came 
fr’om one source. Facts are more im- 
portant than opinions (or prejudices), 
so l#et me gather rmy nrattpred data 
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and present it. in orderly form below: 
Lorenta, Dutch Frccthinlror, dia- 

coverer of some of the particles 
composing the cosmic rays. 

Thomson, Church of England, dis- 
coverer of the negative electron. 

Rutherford, of Nesw Zealand, was 
indifferent to all forms of religion; 
di~;~:~~‘,of the prsoton. 

n . American of Swedish 
descent, f&st described positive 
ele~ctrons. 

Chadwick, England; Bothe, Ger- 
nwmv; and Joliot. France. who did 
important work i; the field of meu- 
trons. 

Millikin, Irish-American Protes- 
tant, and Rossi, Italian Jew, who 
dmiscovered a great deal about show- 
er-producing rays. 

Yukawa, Japanese, physicist, who 
predicted the meaotron. 

Galileo, Italian Catholic, who, de- 
spite the Catholic Church’s persecu- 
t4on, founded mod’ern science and 
dlscuvered the laws ur falling 
bodies. I 

%instein, German Jew, world-fa- 
mcms scientist and dismcoverer of 
relativity. relativity. 

Maxwell, EngRsh Protestalit, who Maxwell, EngRsh Protestalit, who 
worked in the field of co,smic rays, worked in the field of co,smic rays, 
as did de Broglie, the Frenoh Cath- as did de Broglie, the Frenoh Cath- 
olic. olic. 

Newton, British Protestant, dis- 
coverer of the laws of mechanics. 

!Laplace and Lagrange, French 
Freethinkers, who advanced New- 
ton’s work Iin the laws of mechanics. 

Hertz. German Jew, discoverer of 
the radio waves that made possible 
Marconi’s invention aP wireless 
telegraphy and the modern radio. 

Roentgen, German Protestant, dfis- 
coverer of the X-rays. 

Bertrand Hussell. Englirvh Free- 
thinker, who did important work in 
mathematics and philosophy. 

Luther Burbank, American Free- 
thinker, the great Naturalist who 
create’d new fruits and flowers. 

Thomas A. Edison, American Free- 
thi,nker, who was t,he world’s great- 
est inventor. 

Michaelson, American Jew, wlho 
made discoveries in the field of 
light. 

Pavlov, Russian Mechanist, and 
physiologist, who did immensely 
valuable work in the field of condi- 
Honed and unconditioned reflexes. 

Dr. Ehrlich, German Jew, discov- 
erer of a compound (606) to kill the 
spirochetes of syphilis. 

Dr. Koch, German skeptic, dis- 
coverer of the anthrax bacillus. 

Haeckel, German Atheist, who ad- 
vanced opr knowledpe of evolution. 

Darwin and Huxley, English 
Agnostics, who together gave evo- 
lution an organized and orderly 
body of facts. 

Fraud, Austrian Jew, who made 
numerous contributions to psychol- 
ogy and psychiatry. 

The aibove list (whtch could be ex- 
tended considerably) gives the best 
amber to those supportera of raci~sm 
who would jabber about Aryan Vs. 
Jewish sc’ience. Science belongs tmo tie 
entire civilized world. It isn’t the 
monopoly of any race or nationality. 

Does the world’s gold supply bulk 
much? 

No. If you live in an ordinary 
house of four or five average-simd 
rooms you OOUM store in it all the 
gold that the world mined since 
Columbus came to Ameri’ca in 1492. 
The US. News ‘says “this gobd would 
make a block measuring sot IIICWC 
40 feet long, wid,e and high.” The 
world mined only about 1,2’75,OOO,OOO 
ounces since 1492. The U.S., early 
in February, 1940, owned 510,000,000 
ounces, or 17,000 tons. In 1929, we 
owned only 6,000 tons. At, that time 
the rest of the world mimed 10,600 
tons. The rest of the world, early in 
1940, owned 11,200 tons. All the gold 
mined since 1492, if paid for at the 
rate of $35 .per ounce, would be worth 
$44,625,000,000. It will co’& us $230,- 
000 to transport gold in coin and 
bullion in 1940. 

Can you give me a quotation from an 
official source showing the attitude of 
the Church of Rome to our public 
schools? 

My writings contain much data on 
this subject, as may be seen by re- 
fer&g to my volumes of questions 
and answers. On,e quotation which 
P’ve never used bedore comas from the 
well-known Jesuit weekly, Americcc, 
which del’ivered this blast at public 
,education in its tssue of O’ctober 31, 
1931: 

‘This business of teaching every 
child indiscriminately how to read 
and write results in nothing more 
than mass illiteracy. The man who 
reads and writes ba,dly, as the great 
majority do today, is more illiterate 
than the man who does not read or 
write at all. . . . One heresy breeds 
another, The indiscrihinata ‘educa- 
tion’ applied to all alike under 
State systems is the result of the 
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heresy of the equality of man. The 
recent Pspnl Encyclical (on educa- 
tion) has amply defined the relative 
educational functions and duties of 
the present. I can only observe the 
effects of past neglect of the princi- 
ples of this Encyclical. They are: 
The growth of a generation devoid 
of personal and moral responsib% 
ities, as easily led as n donkey by D 
carrot . . .” 

The above sounds like one of Hit- 
ler’s official organs, but it was writ- 
ten before Hitler came to power and 
it appeared in a prominent Catholic 
periocdical. As I’ve sh’own, the Cath- 
olic Church is the most illiberal, in- 
tolerant, dogmatile organization in all 
history. Let me give my readers a 
quotation nn this point, this time 
from Archbishop Hughes, first Arch- 
bishop of New York, who wrote in 
his official magazine, The N.Y. Free- 
man’s Journal (January 16, 1852) as 
follows : 

“No man has the right to choose 
his own religion. Catholicism is the 
mo#st intolerant of creeds. It is in- 
tolerance itself. We might as well 
rationally maintain that two and 
two do not make four, as the theory 
of Religious Liberty. Its impiety is 
only equalled by its absurdity.: 

Remcm;bci;, the ah&e lines are 
taken from a Catholic source. NO 
Freethinker could express his opposi- 
tion to clericalism in plainer wordw. 
The spokesmen for the hierarchy con- 
demn themselves out of their own 
mouths. If  an Archbishop isn’t big 
enough for you, let me take a sen- 
tence from Pope Leo XIII% encyclical 
Immortale Dei, thus: 

“The gravest obligation rcquircs 
the acceptance and practice, NOT 
OF THE RELIGION ONE MAY 
CHOOSE, but of that religion which 
God prescribes and which is known 
by certain marks to be -the only 
true one.” [My emphasis.] 

“The only true on’e”-the iudoe, of 
course, is to be the priest. And no 
one is to have the rights to accept any 
r.eligion he may choose, because the 
priests have decided “by certain 
marks” that they have the only one 
“which God prescriR3es.” 

The Catholic Church denies the 
right to freedom in education, as may 
be seen by the following excerpt 
from the late Pope Pius XI’s encycli- 

cal On the education of Youth, issubd 
in 1YYl: 

“The [Roman] Church’s miss!on 
to educate embracesa;py natlon 
without exception all men 
whether within or outside her mem- 
bership; AND TIIERE IS NO POW- 
ER ON EARTH THAT MAY LAW- 
FULLY OPPOSE HER OR STAND 
IN HER WAY.” [My emphasis.] 

As some of my readers will recall, 
the Magna Carta (Great Charter) 
was brought over from England last 
year and exhibiteNd at th’e N.Y. 
World’s Fair. Ais is generalfly known, 
this Great Charter laid s’ome of the 
foundations of modern political lib- 
erty. I recall, with a smile, how Cath- 
olic apologists claimed at the time the 
&o,cument was in N.Y. that it had re- 
ceive,d the support of the Catholic 
Church, a statement shot through 
with falsehood and deception. It goes 
to show how low a C’atholic spokes- 
man is ready to stoop when he sees 
an opportunity t’o advanc‘e the inter- 
ests of his Church. Such a claim, 
which received wide puiblicity, would 
be laughed to ‘scorn if only our pea- 
ple had an inkling of l&tory, but 
unfortunately, it’s posstible for our 
obscurantists to give cirmculation to 
any lie and feel secure in the assump- 
tion that the hallucinated people, in 
t,heir pathetisc naivete, will swallow 
the bunk without gagging. It hap- 
pens that in this situation we have 
a quotation from P’ope Innocent III, 
who was th,e Holy See at the time 
the barons in England corn elled 
King John to sign the Magna 8 ar%a. 
The Pope denounced t,he Great Char- 
ter, describing it as null and void, 
read the barons out of the Church for 
demanding it, and warned King John 
not to permit it to be put into effect. 
Here are a few sentences from Pope 
Innocent III’s decree against the 
Magna Carta : 

%ons;eque~ntly, in (ho name of 
God Almighly, by authority of the 
Ap’ostles Saints Peter and Paul, 
and by Our own, We reprove and 
condemn this charter: under pain 
of anathema We forbid the King to 
observe it or the barons to demand 
its execution. We declare the 
Charter null and of no effect, as well 
as all the obligations contracted to 
confirm it. It is Our-wish that in 
no case should it haire any force.” 

One wonders how Catho& propa- 
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gandists can shut their eyes to such 
plain words and be.11 the public W-e 
Roman Catholic Church support’ed the 
Magna Carta. As Dr. Le’o H. Leh- 
mann, for many years a priest, says: 

“It is true that there were even 
priests and bishops in England who 
supported the Magna Carta, but to 
do so they had to defy the Pooe’s 
decree-and take the consequences. 
Stephen Langton, Archbishop of 
Canterbury (like Cranmer and other 
archbishops of England in the later 
days of the Reformation), bravely 
refused to obey the Pope and stood 
forth as the champion of the rights 
and liberties of the English people. 
‘In punishment the Pope removed 
Lanaton from the ardhbishoaric and 
drove him into exile. - 

“This is one of many cases in his- 
torv that clearlv show that Cath- 
alies who supported free,dom and 
liberty did so in direct opposition 
to the Vatican leaders. . . .” 

The obscurantists squirm when 
they’re faced with the cold facts of 
history, but they have an easy time 
when they tell their lies t,o audiences 
known in advance to be innocent of 
all knowledge of history. History ex- 
poses the Chu,rch’s black record. It’ll 
never be able to live down its awful 
hi’story, and when th’e worl’d learns 
the truths that history holds for us, 
the C,hurch’s power will wane rapid- 
b. That’s why we Freethinkers 
should do our utmost to use the pow- 
ers of a free press to bring to the 
world th,e truth about the Catholic 
Church, the worl’d’s most intolerant 
and inhuman organization, the mur- 
derer of cuur~lltrss millions, and t,he 
enemy of everything precious and 
noble in civilization. 

Let me return now to the Church’0 
opposition to the American public 
schoo2, again drawing on offi’cial 
sources, The Converted Catholic, for 
Jlanuary, 1940, quotes from a pamph- 
let written by the Jesuit Father Paul 
L. Blakely, one of the edit,ors of the 
Jesuit weekly msgazinc, A morioa, 
published in N.Y.C. F’ather Blakely 
draws on “official tealching emanat- 
ing from the Vatican itself,” and 
‘Wbstantiates h,is ‘statements as logi- 
cal deductions from the pron80unce- 
ments of the Holy Office of the In- 
quisition and ot,her Vatican congrega- 
tions, as well as of various popes.” 
The pamphlet, we are told, “also 
bears the imprimaturs of the late 

Cardinal Hayes and his board of 
censors.” Father Dlakely’s pamphlet 
‘contains the folbowing condemnatory 
statements: 

“Our first duty to the Public 
School is not to pay taxes for its 
maintenance. Justice cannot oblige 
the support of a system which we 
are forbidden in conscience to use. 
or a system which we conscientious- 
ly hold to be bad principle and bad 
in its ultimate consequences.” KP. 
5.1 

“The first duty of every Catholic 
father to the Public School is to 
keep his children out of it.” [p. 5.1 

“But for the Catholic father, who, 
without episcopal sanction, sends 
his child to the Public School, when 
he could enter him at a Catholic 
institution, there is no excuse in 
heaven or on earth. He has begun 
the career of Herod; it will be-no 
fault of his if he is not guilty of 
soul-murder.” [p. 8.1 
The record doesn’t whisper; it 

shouts. 

Your remark that Benjamin Franklin 
and Abraham Lincoln were fond of 
broad stories moves me to ask about 
Franklin D. -Roosevelt. 

F. D. R. is fond of telling witty, 
sophisticated off-color stories. Goeffrey 
T. Hellmlan, in Life, February 5, 
1940, has a readaible article ab’out 
Mrs. Roosevelt, in which he com- 
ments: 

“Mrs. Roosevelt does not blush 
twhen her husband gets off rather 
broad Fly Club jokes! but covers 
him tactfully when thm occcurs In 
the presence osf guests who have 
not been insulated uy a Harvard 
education.” 

Unfortunately, I don’t know any of 
the st,orie.s F. D. R. tells. Maybe some 
of my readers can supply a few. If  
they’re printable, I’ll pass them on to 
my pious, righteotm, pure-minded, 
right-thinking, respectable subscrib- 
ers. 

J apenk English with a strong accent. 
How can ‘I get rid of it7 

The biggest step has already been 
taken in your case-recognition of 
the comiition. Most peo’ple who are 
afflicted with ugly amccents which set 
them apart go through life utterly 
unconscious of their conditi’on. I re- 
mem,ber, as a boy, ho’w shocked I was 
to hear ,so intellectual and educated 
a man as Morris Hillquit apeak with 
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a thick accent. He sounded all his 
w’ as v’s, and committed oth’er alcts 
of violence against our noble speech. 
They were inexcusable in Hillquit’s 
case, for he could have corrected the 
evil easilv. had he been aware of his - , 
outrageous indifference. A person can 
better his s,neech bv Iisteninp care- 
fully to himself ana to thos”e with 
whom he converses. In time, the ugly 
burrs can b’e clipped off. This brings 
to mind an incident that happened in 
Judge Rix’b cuurt. in San Francisco. 
wh&e a Greek v&s brought up for 
drunkenness and violence. The Greek 
said : %e spick bad Angleece but pay 
for mirror.” The judge: “That’s 
good! As it’s Christ,mas eve, you may 
go. Pea’ce to you, my boy!” The 
Greek turned to his lawyer and ask- 
ed: “What de judge spick? He no 
sound good.” Lawyer: “He said peace 
to you.” The Greek ran out of the 
romom yelling: 
judge.” 

“Peece on you, too, 

$4 *p .a * 
1 am a young man of 25., married, and 
have a qood job in an alrcraft factory 
where I make $8 per day. I belong to a 
labor union and a cooperative society 
serving on several committees. I have 
numerous opportunities to make short 
talks on econom.ic, social,. cultural and 
political topics. Would It be permis- 
Bible for me to mslrc WC of the fbcts 
and opinions in your volulmes of Ques- 
tions and Answers, of whi,ch I have a 
compl’ete set? 

It certainly would. It’ll please me 
a lot to know my humbtle effort,s are 
moving readers to deliver bri’ef lec- 
tures before l&or and cosoperative 
bodies. I gladly give my consent to 
the use of the material in my books 
of questions and answers. (While at 
it, let me confess frankly that I don’t 
mind giving this set of bo’oks a 
“plug” now and then, my favorite de- 
vice being to mention therm in pass- 
ing. I do this for two reasons. First, 
to get those who already have a slet to 
refer to the volumes oftener. Sefcond, 
to get those who haven’t a set t,o take 
the trouble to o’btain the volumes and 
use them for their political, eeononiic, 
cultural and Tationalistic onlight’en- 
ment.) The young man who wrote me 
t,he above sh’ould also make use of the 
27 Lecture-Outlines which I is#sued 
recently. They covey anti-Semitism, 
the Negro Question, Faslcism, Democ- 
racy, Social Security, War, Race 
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Theories, Religious Freedom, the 
Youth Problem, the Far East, 
Unionism, Public Utilitiies. Wealth 
Concentr&on, Consumers’ Move- 
ments, M’oney, Banking, Feminism, 
Cooperatives, and the like. When I 
first issued them a colmplete set wa,s 
advertised to sell for $5, but later, 
b,ecause of more economical produc- 
tion methods, I wa,s able t,o offer the 
entire set of 27 leictures for only a 
dollar, prepaid. These outlines may 
be usml by speakers and discussi’on- 
leaders as they see fit. They are an 
experiment, in mass education, a pe’t 
subject with me ever since I began 
pulblishing low-priced literature 25 
years ago. Here is material, pre- 
pared and presented in an orderly, 
logical mann~er, which can help turn 
any meeting plaice into a “colle~ge”- 
a center where the self-taught are 
osften the best educators. 

My girl friend- has- bladder trouble so 
bad that sometimes she passes blood. 
And every time she urinates a cutting 
pain is witnessed for some time after- 
wards. Would an operation be the best 
or is there gome other way out that is 
more natural? Please answcv hy per- 
sonal letter. 

Take your pirl to a ohvsici,an at 
once. T%e syGpt#oms de&bed above 
may indicate one of any number of 
dis.eases or conditions, but it’s my 
notion she’s suffering frosm gonorrhea. 
It’s foolish to waste time writing 
about her case. She sh’ould be put in 
the hands of a competent medical 
doctor immesdiately. I’m giving space 
to the a~buve because I’ve learrled 
there are many people who go on 
suffering from venereal diseases with- 
out giving the slightest thought to 
employing good d80,ctors. This is esrpe- 
cially tru,e of women, though I’ire 
known many men and boys t,o do the 
same foolish thing. Such people of- 
ten go in for selfmedication or ask 
s’ome ignorant, conceited drugstore 
clerk to recommend a patent medicine. 

I join you in your great admiration for 
Mark Twain. While meandering through 
your volumes of questions and answers 
I was impressed by the way you keep 
quoting Mark Twain’s amusing, apt and 
often cutting remarks. Frankly, I was 
thumbing the books in order to get all 
of your sophisticated stories, which I 
knew were reprinted therein, when I 
bumped into quotation after quota&m 
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from our greatest humorist. I enclose 
one you haven’t used, lunching on f&h. 

Thanks, r,eader, but you’ll find I 
used that Mark Tw,ain sentence not 
once but several t,imes in books writ- 
ten before I started on my library of 
19 volumes of questions and answers. 
However, the remark is so neat and 
true I warll to use it again, t.heroby 
making sure it’ll find its way into a 
forthcomin,g volume of questions and 
answers. Here goes: 

“There are those who scoff at the 
schooimboy, calling him frivoIous and 
silly. Yet it was the schoolboy who 
said : ‘Faith is believing what you 
know ain’t so.“’ 

One shouldn’t be surprised over the 
hint of Freethou 
cause, as I’ve % 

ht, in the above, be- 
s own several times, 

Mark Twain was a thoroughgoing 
Rationalist and Freethinker. Here’s 
what Mark Twain sa.id about heaven: 

“Everything human is pathetic. 
The secret source of Humor itself 
is not joy but sorrow. There is no 
Humor in heaven. 

In “Pudd’nhead Wilson” Mark 
Twain wrote: 

“Let me make the superntitions of 
a nation, and I care not who makes 
its laws or its songs either.” 

Only a Freethinker could have 
written of “special- providence’! as 
Mark Twain did in the follolwing: 

“There is’ this trouble about spe- 
cial providences-namely, there is 
so often a doubt as to which party 
was ‘intended to be the beneficiary. 
In the case of the children, the 
bears and the prophet, the bears 
got more real satisfaction out Of 
the episode than the prophet did, 
because they got the children.” 

Here’s another Mark Twain line I 
like to auote: 

“There are several good protec- 
tions against temptation, but the 
surest is cowardice.” 

Several critics h,ave pointed out 
(with justice) that Mark Twain 
wasn’t right in omitting all refer- 

~,n:es,~~,i’l;“,i”,L.~~~~~o~~~g “pa;; 
“Hu~ckleberry Fmn.” After all, you 
can’t picture a character or his com- 
munity without, touchin,g on “sins” 
(sex , again), though too many writ- 
ers go through life placidly ignoring 
what some of us politely call “the 
l&&s of Life.” That Mark Twain 

appreciated the sulbject of sex I’ve 
shown in several discussions on his 
famous “So,cial Life in the Time of 
the Tud,ors,” one of the most 
ralbelfaisian pieces ever writ.ten. But, 
he did keep “sin” out of his famous 
stonies and other popular works, 
mainly because he didn’t want to IO& 
his audience US res~pecta#.& (and 
book&uying) readers. But he kn’ew, as 
Pud,d’nhead Wilson worded it, that 
‘~evcry one is a moon and has a dark 
side which he never sh’ows to any- 
body.” In another place h.e wrote: 
“There are no people who are quite 
BO vulgar as the over-refined ones.” 

Mus’solini onoe said that it’s bet.ter 
.to live three months as a lion th.an a 
lifot.im,e as a lamib.. Mark Twain, 
who was a better philosopher, pre- 
sents a d.ifferent view: 

“Consider well the proportions of 
things. It 1s belter IAJ be a young 
;;sy,,bug than an Old bird Of para- 

Let me close with Mark Twain’s 
/ 

famous blast at the human race: 
“Man is the only animal that 

biuehes. Or needs to.” 

I am interester; in*the%evelopment of 
my body through systems Of exercises. 
I would appreciate your comments. 

System)s of exerclises aren’t as val- 
uabl’e 8s they’re advertised to be. If  
one must have exercise, take a golod 
walk, or a swim, or something equal- 
ly innocuous, hurt avoid th’ese &ren- 
UOU~S routines that are su,pposed to 
devehp one’s b’ody, make one supiple 
as a panther and st.rong as a gmilla. 
They’re the bunk. They’re whist kill- 
ed DoulgZas Fairblanks at only 55. If  
he’d avoided *hose strenuous exer- 
cises he’d have been goo’d for another 
20 years, at l,eas#t. Instead, he acted 
like a 17-year-mold-and the first thing 
he knew his hmeart talked back. Wil- 
liam Allen White has the right idea. 
Recently he staid the only exercise he 
ever gets is a6n.g cs pallbearer at 
the funerals of hds frien!ds who go, in 
for s5trenuous exercises. Personally,. I 
pet all the e~xercise I can u#se while 
doing my work in my printing estab- 
lishment. When I haven’t anything t’o 
dlo I relax and give mv heart a rest. 
That does me more good than the best- 
advertis,ed routine of exercises. If  
you’re plast 40, don’t be ashamed to 
rest whenever you #get the chance, and 
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if you can steal a little nlap during 
the nftarnaon, .gra’b iQ. You’ll olutiiva 
the strenuous fellow,s who go in for 
braIcing exerci,ees and who pound 
tiheir chests when they bhow ito you 
about it. 

I remember reading somewhere about a 
poor man whn rlwide,d he wanted tn he 1 
member of the Board of Directors of the 
companies in which he owned a few 
shares of stock. Can you send me the 
partirlllars? 

Yo’u must have in mind the youlng 
New Yorker who o,wns a few shares 
in each 09 many big corQorations and 
who attend,s a>1 s&khblders’ mee’t- 
ings, whelre he ‘invari,ably gets on his 
feet and asks ‘the most embarrassing 
questions. One mormng he’ll stand up 
bo the m&dent of US. Steel: the 
next m’&ning he’ll get. Mr. Rockefel- 
ler itold. Buit he can’t gect elected to 
the Board of Dire&ors because the 
biip insiders alnvavs conttrol the 
proxies, which meani t.hah since Qhey 
have access to the ntames and ad- 
dresses of the s~ockhol~de~rs they are’ 
able to mail each individual a form for 
him to sign. Thk ~mxy aives to 
another penson the r&t to vote the 
signer’s stock. A Zitibe fellow can be 
ekted ko the1 bo#ard of a big corpora- 
tion, ;but only wit,h rthe permiss~ion 
orf the powerp behind tie throne. This 
reminds me of my otwn holdings In 
Mr. Henry L. *Doherty’s Cities Ser- 
vi’ce. It ~aotually amour& to some- 
thing like a 101th of a single sh#ase, 
wi&h a market value & aiblo5ut. 28~. 
I’ve bald that certificate for years, 
which means my name is on txe list 
i~if stolck!holdera. Every year I g& a 
proq folmn which I’m asked to sign 
in Mr. Doherty’s favor. I always 
Gn it-wbatinell dlo I care about my 
2&-&u:t I invariably wr’ite acDo~s~ 
the bottom : “This is subieot to Mr. 
DoberQ’s agreement to” limit his 
salaries, Eonus#es, an’d co~mmissions to 
$10,000,000 per year.” I’m told bhihia 
ailways gives the boys biacL in Wall 
,%ree$. a big laugh. A secreltary once 
actually took the troulble to write me 
a long letter explaining why my sug- 
,gestion w$as out of lilne. But I keep 
it u~p year af;t.er year. Maybe they’ve 
found out I’m the littlest sltockhdder 
in the coImp#anv. But I c’an set 28~ 
worth of fun o;t of the company even 
thou,gh I’m &ill to mak’e 8c in divi- 

dends. If  I did have any sizable hold- 
inga I’d sol1 lthc &ack and put the 
proceeds into the nearest poshal sav- 
inps bank or in the bonds tihat are 
soBd by Uncle S’am ti al postoffices. 
No little felliow has any right, dab- 
lbling in the sto’cks of rthese big (and 
liitrble) corpo,rati’ons. The little fellow 
:alwaya gets ‘trimmad-in the end. 
And it’s the e;d tp ytis. 

Which is the fastest-glowing industry 
in the U.S.? 

The coin vending mlachine industry, 
according to Vocational Trends, pub- 
lished by Slcience Research Associates. 
It has in,creased 1,000 percent in the 
last 10 years yd ;mpl;ys 70,000. 

1 have been tokl that air conditioning 
and Diesel engineering offer the great- 
est opdortunities to young men in 
search of profitable employment. Please 
comment. 

I’ve written rBam,s of copy to ex- 
plode this piece of bunk. &n% be- 
lieve the magadne and radio adver- 
tising of the so-called slchools that 
arrmise fame and fiorbune to men who 
enter air condiiioning and Diesel en- 
gimeering. Such publicity is, intendNed 
to get you to drum up several hun- 
dred dolllars. The chances of a good 
iob are remote. Asceordina tom Voca- 
%onaZ Trends, last year 160,000 men 
went to Diesel school#s. Only 4 per- 
cent got jobs. When one of the big 
eompanie,s seeks an smploye it turns 
to gasoline engineers, who can “learn 
Dielsel work in a week or tnvo.” 
Plumbers pi’& up air conditioning in 
a few dlays. This leave,s. the graduates 
of “schools” high and drv. 

Is there such a thing as a product to 
prevent baldness which actually works? 

No. Science doesn’t even know 
what oaudes b~al~dn~s~. 

e * 
Is it true that Ea>opean soldiers are 
going to wear aluminum armor? 

I’ve seen the story several times and 
t&ink ilt sounds pretity fishy. Tha 
Aluminum News-Letter, piublishe,d by 
the Alum,inum Co#mpany of America, 
suggests we take the yarn with plenty 
of {salt, adlding: “A opat of aluminum 
armor LiEhhf enough Q ?X worn would 
have jr& about the protecitive effect 
of a heavy ooat of s’unburn.” 

I’m only a laborer in the building and 
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construction line. I often lament and 
co~wne~~t on the fact that buildings zxra 
so often poorly designed and constract- 
ed: I get into discussions and express 
the opinion that if buildings were built 
right and conscientiously in the first 
place, it would not become necessary to 
repair them so soon. The money thus 
saved could be spent more constructive- 
ly. But my fellow-workers defend, bad 
work by saying it creates future jobs 
for repairmen. Please comment. 

The bad practicles deslerib’ed albmove 
are representative of the worst 
phases of our commer~cial, profit-seek- 
ing oivilization. The ideja that skimpy 
or inferior work is defensibl’e because 
it’ll make future w,ork fo,r repairmen 
is anti-so’cial, wasteful and unpro- 
gressive. But it’s obvious that many 
peo,pIe hofld this opinion, and what’s 
worse, practice it. One might., by the 

5 the same kind of logic, clarm that 
war is desirably bac~ause it “makes 
hts of work.” Or that disease is a 
good ‘thing bscaulse 5it he1p.s make 
money for do’otlors, druggists, under- 
takers, and the like. Waste that% de- 
liberate and intentional is a cri,me 
against society, but when you get 
down Co cases you find no arrd of high- 
1s respectable people engaged in the 
shady business. Of course, this crilti- 
cism chem’t anply to all w,ork;c, 

businessmen, professionals, 
There are many conscientious, ho’nest; 
trustw,orthy peaple stcattered all over 
the ‘scenery. If  I wanted to build a 
new house I’d try my best to entrust 
the job only to relia&, s’qnare con- 
tractorsl. There am su#ch. And then, 
for good mea,sure, I’d ei#ther watch 
the project or hire someone to do the 
watching for me. Even people Gho 
want to be was$eflU sudmdenly btx~~me 
careful when do’intg a jolb for a per- 
son who knows what he wants and is 
there Ito see that he gets it. I f  one’s 
a sucker, he’ll1 get gypped at. every 
turn. If  it’s known that oae’s out to 
get full value for every dollfar spent, 
the chamxe are he’ll clolrne through all 
right. It’s allways a eoo’d idsa to be 
suspicious ef everybody when doing 
business. If  itihe n&inn g&n out I’m 
asleep, no end of mper,s will’ see to 
it that I’m trimmed ,qood and plenty. 
I f  I let it be known I’hm on the alert, 
the other parties usually lean over 
backwards tryin,g &o dmeliver proper 
goods or services. And never be timid 
about Mting &hers know you’re more 

than suspicious about the world and 
every ~~~ewhnll in it.. They’ll en11 you 
a sourpuss at finst, but they’ll soon 
learn to respect you. No one ever has 
any respect fo;+a f<$ g+uy. 

Whenever I see ,skiing ‘& t,he movies I 
wander how ,dangerous the sport is. 
nave YOU any figures? It looks terribly 
hazardous. 

It’s one of the safest aports. It’s 
sai’d that chess players-&ecause they 
wit around so mu&-become con&- 
pated, a condition nmot likely to afflict 
ski enthusiasts. The American Red 
Crosls reports it mlade a nation-wide 
survey recenkly, covering 2,000,OOO 
skiers and found onIy 700 accidents, 
not a single one of them being fatal 
or causing pe~*manen~t disability. This 
i,s elspecially remarkalble when we 
consilder that many of these 2,000,OOO 
s~kiws. are Buffers who get out bard- 
Iy more than once or twice each 
Winter. 

* +s * 
What are the qualifications of a good 
proofreader? 

A good prolofreadser isn’t found 
often. I haven’t met, more than a half 
dozen in more tinan 30 years apent in 
Printing estabIishments. Crapelet, 
a French authorilty on printing, de- 
s&bcs a good proosfreader in 6he fnL 
lowing @hy, true answer: 

“Education, intelligence, good 
memory, taste, patience, application, 
love of the art, and especially the 
typographic eye, constitute the mini- 
mum qualifications required in the 
rnrrector to whom should be en- 
trusted proofreading.” 

G * * 
Is it a fact that “war settIes nothing”? 

IL all dependis on the war--and khhe 
peace that f’ollows. Our Revolation- 
ary War certainly slettled something. 
S.o did our Ci$l War-. 

0% 
What chances doI*players have with 
punchhoards? 

Mason and Conxpany, of Chicago, 
supplies crooked gambling devices, 
according to its self-exposing eatn- 
logue. Recently tihe concern was 
sltumipad when one of its salesmen 
turned in an order for an honest 
punchb’oard. No one had ever asked 
for such an article in the entire his- 
tory of this peculiar form of I#arceny.’ 
Let’s have a look at this c80mpany’s 
all-gold bargain board. Its take is 
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$225, but it pays out only $110. The 
profit is onily $115, whiah may dis- 
courage some buyers, so the oo’mpany 
offers “protection” in the form of a 
key to 15 of the highest calsh prizes, 
amounting to $90. This leaves the 
suckers $25 in prizes for $225 spent 
on punchboards. 

Q f  + 
Which gambling game is the most disad- 
vantageous to the player? 

Ro~ulette. - 
+ + 4 

Is it possible to use a system to over- 
come the disadvantages in Faro? 

F,aro, according to experts, is based 
on mathematical pnincbples giving it 
a percentage which no system or 
method of playing can overcome. 

* +s *P 
How many safety razor blades can be 
made from a ton of steel? 

1,000,000. 
6 * 4 

Why do bank tellers put their fingers 
on a wet sponge while counting money? 

They use their fingers so fast they 
have to wet t~bem is order to keep 
them from get$ng+red+hot. 

Please comment on Hitler’s statemen 
that the Third Reich will stand for a 
thousand years. 

I f  it can stand for Hitler it can 
stand for a.nything. 

* * * 
How heavy is a mosquito’s stinger? 

Six milIionth*s o$an;unce. 

Why is a ship always referred to as 
“she”? 

Rear Admiral Chester W. Nimits, 
cd the U.S. navy, answers: “Decause 
it costs so much to keep one in paint 
and powder.” 

* + + 
Who was lhe last man to box John L. 
Sullivan? 

The undertaker. 

Is it trne that the Catholics of Maryland 
were the first people to give the Ameri- 
can people the principle of religious 
tolerance? 

It’s a hard jab to keep after the 
lies, distortions, evaNsions and decep- 
tions of Cathohc propagandi8sts. They 
keep repeating the FAIYIO lie 01 myth 
until many listeners, who can’t or 
haven’t the opportunity to investigate 
the facts, a&ally believe them to be 
established truths. A debunker has a 
man-sized job when he sets out to 
eqosb the fairy tales of th@se hired, 
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professional liars. However, this 
doesn’t. mean that when their lies are 
exposed the falsehood is permitted to 
die a decent death. No, the liars con- 
tinue lying. This Maryland myth has 
come under my attention many times., 
as may b.e seen by referring to my 
19 volumes of questions and answers. 
But my pieces have never diocouraged 
a single apologist for the’ Roman 
Catholic Chur’ch, grantin’g he paid the 
lelast attention to my comments when 
t)hey first appeared. We’re actually 
asked to believe that the Catholic 
Church laid the foundation of reli- 
gi’ous liberty in the U.S. through the 
so-called Maryland Act of Tolera- 
tion of 1649. One gets the idea that 
the Maryland Catholics were in the 
majority and that they gave minor- 
ities the right to freedom of worship 
because of their love of freedom. The 
fartn tell a different, story. First of 
all, the Maryland Catholics were 
themselves in a minority, and it was 
in order to protect themselves a’s a 
minority that they requested tolera- 
tion frlom the majolrity. But-an’d 
here’s one of the jokers-the very 
document in which the Maryland 
Ciatholics “established” toleration, in 
the words of Dr. Leo L. Lehmann, 
“actually and literally decreed death 
and confiscation of goods and proper- 
ty to Jews and all oth,ers whto did not 
profess belief in Jesus Christ,.” Dr. 
Lehmann adds : 

“If the colony of Jews who fled 
from Catholic perscution in Brazil 
five years after the Maryland Act, 
and who were kindly recalved by 
the Dutch Protestants in New York, 
or New Amsterdam as it was then 
called, had landed in Maryland, 
they would have been UNDER 
SENTENCE OF DEATH ACCORD- 
ING TO ITS SO-CALLED ACT OF 
TOLERATION?’ 

At this point it would be well to 
call attention to the interesting fact 
that not long ago the American Cath- 
olics almost su~ore-&d in having the 
U.S. Government commemorate the 
Maryland myth by issuing a special 
postage stamp picturing the claim of 
the Roman Catholic Church. That 
would have been the crowning irony, 
but fortunately we escaped that dis- 
honorable farce. 

The facts, as outlined above, are 
supported by the records of history, 
but we have every reason t,o believe 
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that our Catholic propagandists, in 
speeches and in print, will po on tell- 
ing their dupes that they gave “re- 
ligious liberty” to America. The re- 
cord shows, in a million d:ifferent 
ways, that the Catholic Church has 
always been the greatest and most 
vicious enemy of religious liberty. 
An examination of my evidence (and 
it fill,s manv uanes of mv volumes of 
questions and-answers) will convince 
the most skeptical. With regard to 
this Maryland comedy, only the other 
day I came on a piece of Catholic 
literature (The Voice, November, 
1939) which claimed that the Cath- 
olic Church was the a#ctual author, 
“t,he very back&one,” of the Bill of 
Rights as enacted into our Constitu- 
tion on Docemtber 15, 1791. Proof of 
this amazing assertion? Why, the 
bed-time story ambout the Maryland 
Catholics. The propagandists insist 
on calling it “religious liberty” when 
the fa’cts sh,ow it. was nothing more 
than a “mutual toleration pact” 
agreed to by various Chris&an selots. 
The Catholic were only 25 percent of 
the population, the remainder being 
mostly Enis~ropalians. I’ve already 
shown what this Act of Toleration 
had in st,ore for Jews and other,s who 
didn’t believe in J#esus Christ. Thir- 
teen vears b,eflore Lord Baltimore Pot 
the 6laryland Assembly to pass ihe 
Act of Toleration. Roger Williams, 
in RhBode Island, established what was 
a thousand miles closer to real re- 
ligious toleration. 

4 + 4 
I noticed that Walt Disney’s late& full 
length feature, “Pinocchio,” shows many 
technical improvements over his “Snow 
White.” Why? 

There are several reas~m. Techni- 
cal expert,s solved the problem that 
presented itself in the first picture, 
in which the prince an’d his sweet 
heroine wiggled and wavered. The 
characters in the new picture stay 
put. Another important improvement 
is the new type of painL Blend per- 
fected in Mr. Disney’s st.udio. It gives 
the added illusion of depth. The 
paint laborntnry aIso increased the 
number of colors and shades from 
1,500 to 2,000. 

4 4 4 
I am puzzled by your statement in one 
of your volumes of questions and an- 
swers that until recently official Cath 
olic literature denied the Pope’s in 

fallibility. Can you give me a quota- 
tion to support this? 

I f  you’ll refer to Keenan’s Catc- 
chkm, which was endorsed and ap- 
proved by the Cathlolic bi.shops of 
Ireland and Scotland, and which was 
used in Cat,holic s’chools before the 
year 1870, you’ll find the following: 

Ques,-Must not a Catholic be- 
’ lieve the Pope in himself to be in- 

falli&&? 
Ans.-This is a Protestant inven- 

tion. It is no article of the Cath- 
olic faith. 

Thiat was good dlo,ctrine a few d,ec- 
ades ago, but it’s heresy now. The 
Church of Rome, let’s remember, is 
never supposedd to ihange. 

rh 
Please comment on the enclosed clip- 
ping, which says that divorced persona 
“are’ fmour times as liable to become in- 
sane as the genera1 population.” 

The statement isn’t cnnvincing. I’d 
want to see competent investigators 
check the data and studv manw more 
cases. An important fact to bYear in 
mind is that the trait.s whi’ch resulted 
in insanity could have been the 
original cause of the marital troulEjles 
th2 14 to the divorce. 

4 4 4 
I ha-ppen to be one of those lost an 
damned souls who doesn’t throw a con 
niption fit wh,enwer one ,tella me a 
down-to-earth or sophisticated story 
Some of your readers aren’t ma’de tha 
way, but I’m glad to see that there ar 
a few of t,he other kind-my kind. I 
happens that I’m a new reader,, so I’d 
like to make tmhe suggestion that you 
d’evote a little space each month to re 
printing the little yama thalt have al 
ready appeared. That will give us 
chance to catch up. 

Th’e sugges,tioi won’t do at, all 
-l’m too crowded for space as it is. 
I,f I begin reprintin,g my little stories, 
other readers will ask me to reprint 
other material. Tjhe stories along 
with my more serious mate&al, are 
available in book form, there already 
being in print 19 volumes of my 
Questions and Answers. The st,orias 
are scattered throughout all of them. 
That being so, why go to the @other 
of printing them naain hers? In- 
stead omf giving space to the ones al- 
ready handled, I’d prefer to tell a 
fgw new ones, and a few that aren’t. 
so ne,w. Before putting aside this 
subject for more weighty matters, let 
me tell a popular yarn. A woman, in 
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police court for disorderly condu’ct, 
appealed for leniency on the grounds 
th.at she wy~s a v&low, her htr&and 
having dield seven years before, and 
that she was the mother of five cbil- 
dren. The judge, anxioua to be of 
help, asked : “How old are the chi- 
dren?” She, “Five, four, three, two 
and one.” Judge: “Bmut you just told 
mc your huband’s been dead seven 
years.” She: 
I’m not dead.” 

“Yes, that’s true, but 

a+ ?tr 6 
What do you think of marriages intend 
ed only for companionship? 

Ah, they’re beautiful. Whenever I 
think of them tears of senti~ment well 
up in my watery eyes. I’ll never for- 
get a touching slcene thalt showed this 
beautiful th0ugh.t expr~~d in its 
Iloftiest terms. A man was standing 
in the railroad station when a friend 
passed and said: “Oh, so you’re going 
to Nuw I:ork and you’re taking your 
wife along?” The man drew himself 
to his full stature as he an,swered, 
pride in hlis ,heart: “Yes,1 can’t leave 
her behind alone.” He was a &ranger 
to me, but I’ll never forget him even 
if I live a thNoujsan,d years. It’s things 
bike that Lhat make life worth living, 

A few months ago I read two articles on 
birth control-one for and one ommned 
-in The Atlantic Monthly. Have you 
any idea how the readers reacted to this 
smbject? 

Asked regarding reader-responee to 
the turo birth control arGles, the 
editor of The Atlantic Month& re- 
ported that s.o far oomments are 
“477 letters in favor of birth oontrol; 
21 letters opposed,; 1 Yes and No; 
toaal 499.” This 1,s just one m,ore 
proof ,LhL bintih conQol is overwhelm- 
ingly acceptable to the Amerioan pujb- 
lit. R’s been a l’ong, hlard fight, but 
the victory hlas been won, ao far as 
pnblic sentimegt i”* ~0.~133. 

What are‘ the Seven Seas? 

The Nlorth Atlantic, the South At- 
lantic, the No&h Padfic, the South 
Pa8cific, the Indian, the Arctic and the 
Antarotic occons. 

In several volumes of ‘your questions 
and answers you insist the Catholic 
Church has no genni.ne solution to offer 
for our numerous social prol,bems, par- 
ticularly the one of poverty. Please give 
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me a clear quotation from an authorl- 
tatlve source. 

Not only ctoes the Catholic Church 
offer no genuine so81ution, but what’s 
worse it doesn’t wanIt the problem of 
poverty solved. The Catholic Ch#urch 
holds fast to the old, reactionlary i’dea 
that the extremes of poverty and 
wealth can’t be rem’eldied, and 
shouldn’t b’e, for that matter. The 
literature I oan cho,ose fro#m is vast, 
but perhaps I can’t do better than to 
quote a few santc~ncc~s from the pres- 
ent Pope’s late& ency~c2ic1al, which he 
addressed to the U.S. Here are his 
word’s (with my em,phasis) : 

We desire to touch on another 
question of great ismportance-the 
social question-which, remaining 
unsolved, has been distUrhinE States 
for a long time and has been EOW- 
ing seeds of hatred and mutual hos- 
tilitv among the classes. But the 
history of &h nge teaches that 
THERE WERE ALWAYS RICH AND 
POOR. THAT IT WILL ALWAYS 

-BE SO WE MAY GATHER FROM 
THE UNCHANGING WAY OF HU- 
MAN DESTINY. Worthy of hononr 
are the noor. who fear God because 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, 
ad heranse they readily a!bound in 
spiritual greatnese. But the rich, if 
they are upright and honest, are 
God’s dispensers and providers of 
this world’s goods as ministers of 
Divine Providence. 

The doctrine was understandable 
in the pre-soientifi~c world, but it 
certainly strikes a false note in this 
age of s8cientific pr#ogress wherein 
mankind has availaMe the facilities 
for Rhe creation of a social order in 
which poverty can be diminlated and 
prosperity establi.shed a.s a permanent 
condition. All 6e need is the will 
and the intelligence to apply to social 
institutions the kn,owledge we have 
learned frolm our scientists. The s.o- 
eialization and dem,ocra8tization of our 
large+cale indu!:str,ies, utilites and 
services(such as power plants, trans- 
portation, communication, banks, in- 
surance companiels, Steele oompanies, 
etc.) would throw open the sc80no~mic 
means for social prosperity and the 
gradual elimirmtion of poverty. l’ov- 
erty, like war and disease, can be 
fought scien.tiflcaMy. but humanity 
certainly won’t be able to make prog- 
ress in the right direction so Ilong as 
t,he rel’igious chscuranltists hold tens 
of milllions of people in intellectual 
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slavery. The Pope’s philosophy i#s 
that we who are poor shoul,d be eatis- 
fied with Lhe station “it hmas pleased 
God to call” us. Social tiemists re- 
ject that rea’otionary idea. Since the 
Church insists on continuing its sup- 
pant for social inequalities, we who 
have freed ourselves of the shackles 
of supernaturalism must continue our 
stru~ggles in Lhe dire&ion of social 
progress despite the opposition of in- 
sti’tutions ,that profit from our eco- 
nnmi’c inj,uatices. I mean thiis literai- 
ly, for, as I’ve shown many times in 
my voludmes of questions and answers, 
the Cath’olic Church is a dire& bene- 
fleiary of the c8a:pitalistic system of 
mass exploitation. Its vast holdings 
of s&o&s and bonds-from which it 
d,raws unearned income-compel bhe 
Pope and his underlings to buttress 
a social ord’er that’s shot, through 
with cruelty and cmass indifference 
to human values. 

Is it a fact that gamblers use devices t0 
steal chips while playing? 

Yes. Mason and Gomjpany, Chicago, 
advertises what it calls a “cheek co’p,” 
which is put in the palm of the hand 
for the purpose of stealing poker 
chins off the table. Thus. the concern 
lets its customers know ‘that even if 
a sucker hatnnens to win some money 
wh?le playing with hhe concern’s 
equipment, the chips can be stolen 
wi,th the aid of its device. The theory, 
of course, is that you must never give 
a suc’ker a break. Co,m$der, for ex- 
ample, the Mason outit’s “holdout 
machine,” which has the double ad- 
vantage of being equally efficien,t on 
any 8style of shir#t, whether it has 
Frenlch or round cuffs. The Mason 
catalOgue deacri~bes its combination 
dice and card holdout m,achine as 
“very swit%, works on a track and is 
absohttely noiseless. You go with 
your ar,m in any positi,on, using a foot 
movement, and ik i,s the only holdout 
bhat will take a thin piece -of paper 
(such as currency) an’d make it dia- 
appear.” For safety’s salre, the Ma- 
son cataI’o,gue advises the use of its 
“ring shiner,” a polislhed ring which 
shows the deal,ers the cards as they 
go o’ut. Besides being of real hdp in 
skinning players, it “is al8s.o a real 
nea’t ring for street wear.” Of course, 
the Mason people don’t want you to 
rest your ca,w in only the above. 

You should also invest in the com- 
nany’a marked.cards. because “card - - 
w0nk is ono of our 63p&a1ties . . 
our card work has been reoognized 
for years as the m’ost perfect ever 
produced and all our work is pro- 
duced by artists with yeaas of ex- 
perielnce. Combinati~ons are original 
and the be& ever dev&ped, e’asily 
read while dealing and ah the sRrn? 
t&e impo~ssilble to d&e&. . . . Our 
ink does not flare or shine, as it 
blen’ds perfe&ly wi,th the back of the 
card.” And, while shoplping, take a 
look at the oompany’s “s&zippers” OP 
“humps,” which “are cards with slick 
faces enabling the expert to cut the 
oard he desires.” Extollmin,g its slick 
ace dwk. the catalogue says: “This 
is Ian old’racket but &ill gets wonder- 
ful results. These cards are prepared 
by a special process which makes it 
poissilble to cult an ace every time.” 
Mason an#d Company is parrticul.arly 
proud of its three kind,s o,f dice-per- 
feat, di:ek, or out-Fand-o’ut phon.ies. 
The cataloque says its sIicrk dice “are 
th#ose that trin from certain sides, 
due to mecha&al eonstru’otion of 
their corners, edges or surfaces, roll- 
ing over in action u&l they strike a 
smooth sbde when the d’bce will slide 
to a stop,” If you prefer out-and-out 
phony di,ce, “YQU can get them either 
capped, misnumbered, weighted or 
treated b respond to, a magnet.” 
And, needless to say, Mas.on and 
Company is ready to sell you the 
magnet. I quote: rcA big one, design- 
ed to operate under a dice table, is 
only $140. Y#ou can get a humidor 
magnet for use on a cigar c’a#se for 
only $50.” That last sentence may 
shock suckers who have always be- 
lieved craps at a cigar coun&r is a 
fair game. If vou want to switch 
dice &tho,ut da&ger of being detect- 
ed. lbuv one of Mason’s “crap stick 
handlers,” which will make a- swictch 
easy and sure. Reoently the Mason 
company was in oourt in St. Louis, 
where a cxnpyri&t suit was being 
tried, Barrington Drake, owner of 
the Mason omrganizatio’n, “declared 
thnk his concern hcad a mailing list 
of 50,000, that his, salesmen call on 
15,000 ‘clubhouses’ and that in 193’7 
hi,s gross sales were $682,000.” AC- 
cording to Harrington, customers who 
order fake gambling equipment are 
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given a free ~boloklet a5 “a little re- 
memtbrance in gratitude of your 
uatronape.” The brochure m.athe- 
maticalli establishes the facst thau 
“gambling could be honest and atill 
win.” But overwhekning odd#s aren’t 
enou.gh for gambler#s. Thev want to 
win everything in sight, far it’s un- 
ethical and unprofessional to, give a 
sucker a break. 

A news report. from Washington says 
when with tbe expiration of our eom 
mercial treaty with Japan a modus 
vivendi may 6e negotiated. What does 
this mean? 

A modus vivendi means our trade 
dealings with Japan will not be cover- 
ed by a definite treaty but wiil be 
put on a day-ta-,day, hand-to-mowt.h 
basis. Such an arannement can be 
terminated at any t&e withou.t, no- 
tice. This metlmd of dealing with 
.Tarpnnase imperia&m will bc effective, 
for Japan needs U.S. markets more 
than we need Japanese goods. If  
necessary, we coul’d get along nicely 
with0n.t Ja,panese silk,- bult that would 
be a body blow to Nippon’s economic 
life. With s’o mlany great powers at 
war, Japan is almost com.pleteiy d.e- 
pendent on the US. for certain es- 
sential supplies, e:specialiy s,cra!p iron. 
It is pljain that without such an eco- 
nomic club the Japanese wou’d see to 
it that we were kept out of the com- 
mercial life of China, a trade to 
which we have ever right. There’s no 
reason why we should permit near- 
Fascigt Japan to drive us out of a 
country where we’v’e b’een welcomed 
for generations. The Chinese people 
like to deal with Americans, we have 
every moral and legal right to Bee 
that our ties. with China aren’,L L-~I. 
and if necessary we should frankly 
announce that we won’t remove our- 
selves even if the Japanese decide on 
the use o’f force. Meanwhile, the 
American people should show &eir 
sympathy for struggl?ng China by 
bowatting all Japanes#e coIlsuners’ 
goods. Don’t let a dollar of your 
mo’ney Ybe used by the Japanese to 
enslave the Chinese pe’ople. And, if a 
modus vivendi doesn’t heltp the a,itua- 
tion, we should slap down an embargo 
on all raw materialis, even if this en- 
tails the danger of war. The U.S. has 
always ibeen a sincere friend of China, 
and wants to continue that relation- 
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ship. We have never used our tre- 
mendoas p,owers to enslave and sob 
the Chinese. China wan,& us to con- 
tinue doing busines,s with its peolple, 
anmd that should count for mare than 
the brazen d’emand of the Japanese 
that they alone shall have co’ntrol 
over trade in vast China. Our pollicy 
isn’t imperialistic. We have n,o d’e- 
s#ians on China. All we ask is the 
right to, deal peacefully with cus- 
too?; wh,o *like us and want our 

. I mnccrcly believe &at a 
strong, vigorous, forthright policy by 
the U.S. will solon telach the Japanese 
how to, behave. But if we betray 
wiahy-washiness ther’e’ll be danger of 
war. A stro,ng U.S. in the Far East 
can do much to restore and maintain 
pence. 

Are the same scientific methods used in 
physics and metaphysics? 

No. III physics, naturally, one de- 
pends on observatimon or experien’ce. 
In metaXpihpsics, one tries to giin 
kno’wledpe albaut life and the uni- 
verse withaut seeking verificatian 
through the means of observation or 

i 

experi’ence. Some people seem to have 
a high regard for metaphysics, but 
it has no lpraetical value. To me, 
metaphysics is the twin sister of 
mys#ticism. By thi,s I don% mean to 
inf,er that one has no right to “grope” 
far knowledge, but what I do oibject to 
is the careljess habit ‘of pulling in a 
l,ot of hunches (no nun, of course) 
and faijling to confide the imiportant 
fact that they’re nothing more than 
hunches. I’ve never found occasion 
to abandon the simple truth that a 
belief has value only to th’e extent it 
can be supported by evidence. When 
.a man says a cerLain thing mu.st be 
true because1 h.e w,ants to believe it’s 
true, I smile and go my way. This 
doesn’t mean I demand the right to 
check all evi’dsence. Like the next fel- 
low, I’m ready to accept oonclusion,s 
on the say-so of experts in t.heir fi’eld. 
I have no means elf chec’king the as- 
sertion of Sir Arthur Stanley Ed- 
dim&on. in his “The Philosophy of - , 
IPhysical Science,” that “there - are 
15,747,724,136,275,002,57’7,605,653,96~,- 
18P,555.468.Ol44.‘71’7.914,527,1 1 6,7 0 9,- 

@66,231,425,676,i85,631,631,296 pr’otons 
in the uniirers,e and the same numlber 
of electrons.” I take his word for 
this, but at the same time I lend ear 
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to other eminent experts in physics 
for their realctions to his behef. Just 
because they may disagree doesn’t 
mean necessarily tbat Eddington’s 
wrong. but as a usual thing t.he ex- 
perts-are right when they -apeak in 
unidn. When Edidington sticks to his 
fiefld, he’s usually on firm ground; it’s 
when he wanders afield and takes OII 
branIches of s,cience tha’t he kn’ows lit- 
tle about-philosophy, for example-- 
that he comes a cr,o’pper. Durin.g the 
past 15 years I’ve writ&n L~CUI‘BS of 
columns about Eddington, Jeans, and 
aeveral other supporters of Theism, 
but my arguments have always b,een 
based on the fact I felt they were 
making immense guesse,s in fields 
they knew little about. A man can be 
a wonderful mathmematical a8s~tror~vmsr 
like Jeans or a great uhvsicist, like 
Eddington, bat ‘t;hat 8lo&n’t mean 
thw knnw what thev are talking 
about when t,hey take excursions into 
metaphysics and even mysticbsm. 

I wonder how Noah spent his time while 
on the water so long. Didn’t he do a 
lot of fishing? 

That’s out. He had only I two 
worms. 

* * * 
Which language is spoken most rapidly? 

Anyone who wants to enjoy an at- 
tack of verbal hemonhilia should take 
up Fren,ch, because that’s the most 
rapid language, according to a phil- 
ologist who studied the speed at which 
various languages are spaken. He 
found that French leads with 350 
sylla;bles a minute. Then comes Japa- 
nese, with 310. German is third, with 
250. English, with only 220 sylIables 
a minute, i,s, comparat,ively, a alow 
drawl. Certain Polynesians are the 
slowest speakers, with only 50 ayl- 
lables a minut in+em;yday= tal’k. 

Isn’t it better for the motokist’s pursa 
to have smaller license plates on hi@ 
car? 

Yes, by all means. Prof. Falix W. 
Pawlowski, of the University 09 
Michi~gan’s aeronautical entgineering 
department, has shown what it d&e 
in dollars and cents tlo pus) around 
large license plates. The 1940 Mieh- 
igan nlates are 30 percent. larger than 
ths old ones, writes Prof. Pawlowski, 

Not a bit. I practice my who’s an! - _ 
whom’s strictly by ear. I know, or 
.coursle, that our prissy purists hold 
out for ?Vbom do you t,hink pu’re 

and then ad,ds that “this increased, talking to?” but I deliberately and -- 
8:~ wilt make fdr ad&d a’ir ~&f&~.wwi”th matlive af&&hotigKt w&8 and 
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ante.” He holds that since it cost the 
average motorist who traveled 12,000 
miles in 1939 $2.50 in gasoline costs 
to {push along the smaller front plates, 
it% estimate’d that addition’al fuel 
costing 59~ or more will be needed for 
the 1940 plates. 

How does it come that money is some- 
tlmes called lucre? 

It comes from th,e Latin “lucrum,” 
which means gain. 

Q * rt* 
Please list the ar!ticles and services 
sold by coin machines. 

Coin machines now in use offer 
ast,rology, amusement, a’pples, books, 
bottles, candy, confections, ci.gars, 
cigarettes, coin mechanisms, electric 
shockers, fortunes, gum, handker- 
chiefs, maribles, matches, music, nov- 
elties, nuts, parking meters, pay 
toilet l~ocks, perfume, pencils, pic- 
tures, photo-makers, postcards, sani- 
tary napkins, skill and amusement, 
toys, timing devices, toilet articles 
and many others. 

What have we in 1940 that we didn’t 
have in 1930? I refer only to the fields 
of science, invention, and the like. 

Th’e list is long and the items num- 
erou.s, so I’m not going to try to an- 
swer this question with a com,plete in- 
vontory. The high-spots will have to 
sufhce. They are: synthetic rubber; 
televisiton ; colored movies; glass 
building blooks; At,lantic and Pacific 
nassenger air traffic; sulfanilamide 
an,d sdfapyradine, drugs that s,erve 
us well in strepticoccus infections, 
pneumonia, etc. ; - freezing treatnnent 
for cancer; lightweight, streamlined 
passenger trains, powered with diesel 

‘engines: great improvements in oil 
refming and processing; new plv- 
woods ; polarized glass; invisible 
glass; fluorescent lighting; sleeper 
planes ‘that : carry 30 passengers, 
Nylon and Winyon synthetic textile 
fiber which are better than silk in 
some ways: Halsdeman-Julius’ VOI- 
umes of questions and answers. 

Do you- worry much about your “who” 
and “whom”? 
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say “Who do you think you’re kid- 
ding?” Give the strict grammarians 
a few more years and they’ll come 
over to our side. Look how often we 
I,owbrows are right and the uppity 
guys a,re wrong. Take the way we 
ssay, “I feel bad.” That’s correct. 
Notice how often, in the movies and 
in print, the nppah claws- lisp “T 
feel badly,” which sounds awful and 
is lsousy grammar. An,other thing 
that makes ‘me squirm is the way our 
sassiety dames (again in the movies), 
insist on “sheing” for “skiing.” Web- 
ster’s ‘N,ew International Dictionary 
says “ski” is pronounced “skee,” wit,h 
no other way allowed. 

+ 4 4 
Does dawn begin when the sun rises? 

No. Dawn begins when the sun is 
18 degrees b’elow th’e horizon. 

I recall vivi,dlv how a priest talked to 
a aroup of youths who were growing 
indifferent to his spiritual exhortations. 
“You’re aloof now,, because you kids 
are so young, but just wait until you’re 
on your deathbed, Then, when you are 
about to die, you will act like all others 
-afraid of what death holds in store 
for you.” That was the gist of his argue 
ment. What do you think about it? 

That’s a favorite d,evi’ce o,f priests 
and other, religious leaders. They 
make much of death-bed recantations, 
or conversions, or spiritual exhilira- 
tion. This whole question of modes 
of death and the sensations of the 
dying was covered in a study made 
by the lat,e Sir William Osler, one of 
the greatest figures in the hi’story of 
scientific medicine. Osler kept care- 
ful records in some 500 deathbed 
scenes. Here’s what he found: About 
90 01f the 500 suffered bodily Pain or 
distress, 11 showed mental appre- 
hension, 2 were positivelv terrified, 1 
expressed spiritual exaltation and 1 
suffered from bitter rlemo,rse. The 
great majority, Osler saia, “gave no 
sien one way or the other: like their 
birth, their death was a sleen and a 
fongettin’g.” I’m sure’ Osler’s evidtence 
has more value than the threats of 
a clergyman who thinks it’s right to 
scare people into reli,,zion, if ndthing 
else seems to work. From Osl’er we 
see that onlv 1 person in 500 worried 
ahout his immortal soul when the 
time came to kick off. Another inter- 
esting fact is that almost all dying 
pertidns Are to6 busy dying to get 

much frightened over the experience. 
Tn the case of old pan&e, according 
to Lewellys Barker, only rarely do 
the aged know, when on their death- 
beds, that they are about to die. 

Romantic love, as expressed in songs 
and poems, asks US to believe that true 
lovers were made for each other. Isn’t 
thls pretty bunk? 

It certainly is. Oliver Wendeil 
H,olmes said the final word on this 
business : “Rememiber that nature 
makes every man love all womsen, and 
trusts the t,rivial matter of special 
choice to the commonest accident..” 
That’s terribly c%i,cah but true; 

Is it true that there are7no bal,d-headed 
lunatics? 

Pure superstit,i,on. Only the other 
day I read a paragraph by my old 
friend Neason Antrim Crawford, in 
whic’h he told about a man going nuts 
and killing him.self for the expressed 
reason he wag get$ng* bald. 

What’s the meaning of”the quaint ex- 
pression “a Tennessee virgin”? 

It’s a nine-year-old girl who can 
out-run her pappy. 

99 % 
Editor: The’se are times that try 

‘men’s s~ouls, and it seems that manv 
souls can’t stand the gaff. Here is an 
0l.d *friend. H. Ci. Wells nleadine for a 
bombing of Berlin to give the Germans 
their medicine! Here is the good Rev- 
erend John Haynes Holmes who Is now 
sure that Russia has sold out all the 
liberals. A former friend of the Soviet 
Union, E. Haldeman-Julius is now sure 
that Russia has returned to Tsarist im- 
perlallsm. Tae editor of The Progres. 
sive i’s now seeing Reds all over the 
place. When you read the utterances 
of these gentlemen you can never be 
sure as to whether you are reading a 
Hearst editorial, British propagandayoq: 
something from Eerbert Hoover. 
have tn look twice at the signed art,icle 
to make Sure that it is really coming 
from these old friends. 

There is no excuse for these gktfe- 
men going haywire. They ought to 
know the facta about the Firat World 
War; Obey ought to know how British 
propaganda got America into the war, 
and all about the instrigues of the muni- 
tiona trust. You would think tha+ they 
would be on thelr guard against all;:; 
war “baloney” now going on. 
would tshiak that they would look for 
the English devil in the wood-pile in 
the Finnish-Russian business. In fact, 
in any European squabble, you would 
think that they would look for that big- 
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geet of all trouble-makers-England. 
But in their eves that is ridiculous. 
England’s hands are lily-white; so pure 
is ahe in fact that our own State De- 
partment follows her blind-folded. Don’t 
d’are say anything about the immaculate 
English! 

. . . T’he Russians were a little too 
Poxy for the Chamberlain gang of ln- 
tri’guers and double-crossers, and man- 
aged to trap them. Now trapped, the 
English propagandists are working hard 
on the unrealistic and sheepis,h Ameri- 
cans 40 come ito their aid. All the IWWS 
coming from Finland is British propa- 
sanda, and American intellectuals, the 
worst of all sheep, are falling for it 
hook, line and sinker! That being the 
case there is no hope except the good 
horse-sense of the common people of 
America. Let these common people un- 
derstand that those oolitical realists, 
those political econo&sta of Soviet 
Russia are not jackasses. They know 
what’s in the wind. They are not the 
fools your newspapers would have ye: 
~i;lJyw~;~ agee the fools if you 

newspapers would 
have you believe! It must be remember- 
ed that oodles of intellectuals were 
trapped by bhe propaganda of the First 
World War, and that they are not to be 
taken too literally in the present crisis. 
Neville Island. Pa. MIi!I.VII,I,E KRESS 

“After I have read The Freeman 1 
send it home to my father in Denmark, 
atrd he enjoys the- paper very much. I 
had a letter from him recently in which 
he told me The Freeman is the best 
paper I have ever sent him from the 
U.S.A., and I have sent him many. 
continues: ‘it is really worth a doll:: 
a copy, and it seems strange to me- 
America with its many millionaires, that 
there *ia not one who will 
&zazlal help.“-John Helm, 

~ff~~,,~; 
, 

* * * 
“Any ‘sophist8icated’ publication SO 

packed full of wit, spice, humor and 
plain common sense a’s The Freeman 
for April, 1940, should be in the home 
of every real Freethinker, even if YOU 
have to buy it ,for ‘em.“-II. G. Hayes, 
Junction City, Kansas. 

+& * ?% 
In several of your volumes of questions 
and answers you show (through the use 
of facts and not mere opinion) that 
Father Coughlin and his magazine 
make use of the propaganda literature 
sent out by the Nazis. There’s one line 
that you haven’t touched on, so far as I 
can learn, after having looked through 
every index in the set of books. I re- 
fer to Hitler’s claim (repeated by his 
propagandista everywhere) that Ger- 
many didn’t lose the first World War on 
the field of battle, that Germany was 

starved into submission by the British 
blockade, that the Germans relied. on 
Woodrow Wilson’s 14 peace points for 
a j,ust settlem.ent, and that the German 
army was stabbed in the back by the 
Socialists. Please take up these argu- 
ments for comment, because 01 feel t’hey 
are important. 

The four arguments aren’t convinc- 
ing tb careful stuc&ents of modern his- 
tory. Let’s take the one abmout Wood- 
row Wils’on’s 14 points. When they 
were first given tn thn wnrld the Ger- 
mans scorned them in t’oto, biause 
at the time they were planning a 
great offensive on the Western front. 
The record shows that after Wilson’s 
14 points were released the Germans 
began th,eir Spring drive in 1918 in 
order to ‘break through the British 
and Fr’ench lines and win the war. 
Three attempts were made by Gen- 
era1 Ludendo+ff (himself later an 
ally oP Hitler) lalween March 21 and 
July 15. The flrst attack in March 
was aimed at the British in Picardy, 
and it failed. Then, in July, the Ger- 
mans turned &gianst the Fren’ch in 
Champagne, only to fail again. These 
immense attacks took place after the 
XUson program had ;been promul- 
gated. It wam’t unt,il Fall that the 
Germans mentioned anything about 
accepting the Wilson ideas, long af- 
ter they ‘had signed a separate peace 
with Russia in whilch they insisted on 
the most terrible terms imaginable. 
This was the famous Brest-Litovsk 
treaty, which I have written about 
s,everal times and which will b,e found 
in my volumes of questions and an- 
swers. The W&on argument there- 
fore lacks validity. We now come to 
the claim that the German army was 
never defeated, that t.he Kaiser’s gov- 
ernment fell because of the economic 
blo’ckad#e of the British navy. No one 
denies the British navy’s contribution 
to the war, but the fact remains that 
the German army was defeat,ed in 
1918 in France. As I’ve just shown, 
Ccrmany couldn’t end the war vic- 
toriously in July, 1918. On July 18, 
the Allies took the offensive, with 
overwhelming consequences to the 
German forces, even though they had 
been able to move many divisions from 
the Russian front after the Lenin- 
Trotsky government, had come to 
terms with the Kaiser. At this point 
I find it better to refrain from quot- 
ing anti-German sources, or even im- 
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partial books, documents, or other 
writings. I warlL Lo do something 
mor’e effective. I want to show the 
albsurdity of Hitler’s claim by quot- 
ing from his friend’s bo,ok, General 
Ludendorff’s oiwn memoirs, in the, 
chapter entitled “The Last Phase”: 

“August 8 was the black day oP 
the Ccrman Army in the history of 
this war.” 

That was the day (in 1918) when 
the British forces actually broke 
through the German lines at Villers- 
Bretonneux, West o’f Amiens. After 
the offensive had continued for three 
days and caused what almounts to a 
rout, Ludendorff admitted “our war 
machine was no longer efficient.” 
Ludendorff adds: 

“August 8 put the decline of that 
ffghting power beyond all doubt, and 
in such a situation, as regards re- 
ecrves, I had no hope UP flndlng a 
strategic expedient whereby to turn 
the situation to our advantage. On 
the contrary, I became convinced 
that we were now without that safe 
foundation for the plans of General 
Headquarters on which I had hither- 
to been able to build, at least so far 
se this is possible in war. Leader- 
ship now assumea, as I then stated, 
the character of an irresponsible 
game of chance, a thing I have al- 
ways coneidered fatal. The fate of 
the German people was to m,e too 
high a stake. The war must be 
ended. . . . The Emperor told me 
later that, after the failure of the 
July offensive and after August 8, 
Fotzew the war could no longer be 

Rememlber, the man who wrote the 
above was Hitler’s comrade-in-arms 
in the famous beer-hall putsch in 
Munich. Ludendorff was a Nazi until 
his death. Naturally, such immense 
set-backs had their effect on the home 
front, as Ludendorff admits in his 
book, but they weren’t decisive. The 
home-front wasn’t “stabbing” anyone 
in t.he back wh’en Lsud5endorff was 
trying to break through in the Spring 
and early Summer of 1918. It was 
only after these three attempts failed 
and the British and French actually 
crushed great sections of the German 
lines and defeated the Germans in 
France t.hat the Germans, facing a 
hopeless future, turned to thoughts of 
peace. It was only th’en that talk be- 
gan about the Wilsonian peace 
planks. The Germans didn’t want to 
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retreat into Germany to have t.heir 
defeat continued there on an even 
gr,eater scale. When all these facts 
,are studied one sees how ridiculous 
it is to claim that Germanv lost be- 
cause, among oth.er things. the SO- 
cia1ist.s (and the Jews, of course) 
stabbed the army in the back. The 
British and Fren’ch stab&d the army 
in the front, and the Americans were 
there, too, giving a good account of 
themselves. 

8’ 9 & 
“President Roosevelt’s ‘Christmas 

message’ to the Pope, as quoted in Time, 
in one of the goofiest things I ever read. 
The Presi,dent, or his ghost writer, is 
slipping. F. D. R., started playing with 
fire when he decided to get chummy 
with the Pope, and the American people 
are likely to get burned.“-A. M. 
Paschall, Azle, Tex. 

“When you ‘in&t&? the Newsclip 
Filing System you created ~o~t~~v~ 
of tremendous importance. 
underestima,ted its great value. It gives 
the public a chance to check up on news 
lies. The Newsclia F,iling System makes 
it easy to find just the information I 
want, and in a short time. All readers 
should get into the pleasant habit of 
filing away valuable press clippings. 1 
consider the system you sold me Well 
worth the money it cost me-only $1, 
plus 25~ for carriage. A nice, useful in- 
vestment.“-John Astell, Park, Kans. 

*a+* 
Fred’ Hamann, Pekin. Ill.. sends me a 

nroahetlc sentence ~~ by Sam Slick, Yankee 
peddler of a century ago: “We are born 
in a hurrv. educated at full, speed. our 
spirit is at high pressure, and our .life 
reaemhlea R ahooting star, till death 
surprise’s us like an electric shock.” 

“Congratulation on the outcome of 
Norman Raker csse. Tough job to get 
the truth before the people and one 
Hell of a job to get them to believe it, 
but stay in there and our children may 
see the time when we can realize good 
results. More power to you and your 
efforts.“-E. E. Mauck, St. Joseph, MO. 

+% * * 
During the past seven years-since Hit- 
ler became dictator of Germany-I have 
heard over the radio and read in print 
at least a thousand times that Hitler 
is a pagan. Once in e while hc is clrllcd 
an Atheist. Rut you, in your volumes 
of questions and answers (in at least 
a dozen places) refer to Hitler as a 
Catholic,. Can you give me your author- 
ity for this statement? 

The record proves me absolutely 
correct. Hitler was baptized by a 
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Cat,holic priest, and never left the 
Church. The Rcvman C’hurlch, on t.he 
other hand, n.ever excommunicated 
him. Furthermore, I can prove that 
Hitler calls himself a Catholic. My 
authority here is the latest edition of 
the German Who’s Wlto (Wer Zst’s?) 
which was issued in Nazi Germany 
in 1935, several pars after Hitler hP- 
came absolute ruler. In this book’s 
biographical sketch Hitler gives his 
religious connection as kath. In the 
front of the ibook the editor print*s a 
list of abbreviati’ons, in which it is 
‘stated that kath means katholisch, 
and that, of course, means Catholic. 
The historical record is crowded with 
reports of Cat.holics who\ disagreed on 
important policies with th,e Vatican 
and ibecame what is technically 
known as “cont,entious Catholics.” In 
the face o,f these plain falct,s it’s 
silly to call Hitler sn Atheist and 
idiot.ic to place him with the Pagans. 
He’s still a child of the One and Only 
Church. 

Editor: Frankly, you amaze me. Years 
ago you showed the book publishers 
how to print and sell books by the 
milliun. Yuu made: a BUCC~J,S of it. NOW 
you are publishing a monthly sheet that 
is full o’f meat, and selling it to a mere 
handful of customers who want a paper 
of this type, at a monthly 108s~ of $600, 
and appealing to the generous for con- 
tributqons to offset this loss. It may be 
presumptuous for me to offer advice; 
but why don’t vou raise the sub. fee to 
$150 or even $2? 

You are giving away a big magazine 
for a trifle over 8c the copy. Compare it 
with the trash that edls for SSc ad 
more! It would be a .different thing if 
you appealed to the so-called average 
man passing the news-stand. But your 
cllenlele ia among a definite class, and 
thev. I am confident, will gladly pay the 
additional charge for a publication that 
is so informative and entertaining. 

May it please your eminence: Your 
ep;gram, “Constipati80n is the occupa- 
tional haeard of chess players,” needs 
considerable ventilating. About time 
you el,ipped up. Your supposition that 
sedentary habits cause constipation 
has no basis in fact. We speak with 
authority. Some years back a survey 
was made among lelter-cxirriera and it 
was disclosed that the number of con- 
stinatcd mail-carriers was appallins?. 
N.Y.C. VERITAS 

Of course, there’s no denying the fact 
that Father Coughlin is not only a 
&@pt but 8; out-and-osut qstl-Semite. 

I have made a special study of the num- 
erous data on this subject found in 
your volumes of questions and answers. 
But nowhere do you explain what brand 
of anti-Semitism Coughlin would curse 
this country with if he were able to 
put his policies into practice. Please 
comment. 

I doubt that Father (of what?) 
Coughlin wo’uld Follow the Nazi form 
of anti-&emit&m. Rather would he 
hew to the line worked out centuries 
ago by the Roman Catholic C,hurch, 
which has reduced racial persecution 
t,o an exact science. Several of my 
volumes of questions and answers 
contain elaborate explanations of the 
traditional anti-Semitism of the 
Cat,holic Church. In fact, I prove by 
the record of history that anti-Semi- 
tism was created by t.he Vatican. If  
any pious reader docubmts this assertion 
l#et me refer him to the volumes just 
mentioned. Coughlin wauld most as- 
suredly oopy the metho’ds, used by the 
Italian Fascists, who, as students of 
world affairs know, .carried out t,he 
anti-S,emiti’c policies of the Catholic 
Church-methods, by the way, which 
have been used in other Catholic 
countries, inc1udin.g Polan,d when, it 
wa’s a soverei#gn State. The Catholic 
idea permits a Jew to escape perseeu- 
tion if he embraces Catholilcism. The 
Catholilc Church, being an interna- 
tilonal organization, doesn’t care to 
which race an individual belongs SO 
long as he ta,kes his education and re- 
ligion from the priests. During the 
past 500 years or more millions Of 
Jews escaped persecution by becom- 
ing Catholics. This is less savage 
than the Nlazi idea o,f extermination, 
but it cert)ainly is planets away from 
the Americnn ideal nf lihatxlism, tol- 
eran’ce, freedom of worship, and free 
communication of id,eas. My newsclip 
filing system con,tains a report issued 
by the Joint Distribution Committee, 
N.Y.‘C., which devotes itself to wel- 
fare assistance (classy name for 
rharit,y) among t,he persecuted Jews 
of Europe and elsewhere. In it I find 

* th’e interesting statement that 15 per- 
cent of the Italian Jews were COW 
verted to Catholicism durirlr 1939 in 
an effort t’o escaae the racial rest,ric- 
tions of the Catholic-Fascist govern- 
ment and to enable their children to 
go to CatholEc schools and live “nor- 
mal” lives. This is admittedly a large 
proportion, but think for a momen% 
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about. the 85 percent who refused 
Catholicism even when they were 
facing a form of anti-Semitism that 
deprived them of consideration as de- 
cent. human beings. We don’t r’ead 
much about anti-Semitism in Catholic 
countries like Italy, Spain and Portu- 
gal, but, the record is appalling. I 
walch this siLuaLion carefully. My 
folder that holds clippings dealing 
with anti-Semitism ip Catholilc-Fasc- 
ist countries tells a disheartening 
story. The work of persecutilon is 
done with a minimum of publicity, 
but the results are almost as bad as 
in Nazi Germany, though far less 
spectalcular. My folder shtows that 
th’e situation of’ the native Italian 
Jews has deteriorat,ed -sharply sin,ce 
thme enactment of racial legis;laMon 
late in 1938. Jews born in Italy 
(there aren’t more than 60,000 to 
70,000 in the entire country) are re- 
stricted in their property holdings;, 
they are not. allowed to engage ;; 
commercial enterprises; and 
State employes have been dismissed. 
Professional o’ccupations, such as 
medicine, law, pharmacy, etc., have 
been barred to them. All the weapons 
omf persecution are used (in harmony 
with tried and true Catholic tradi- 
tions) , so it is doubly surprising when 
one hears even educated rabbis speak 
about Father Coughlin’s antiSemi- 
tism as being solmething that’s for- 
eign to the Catholiic Church. The 
record shows t#hat Coughlin is as 
strictly Catholic as the Vatican itself. 
His anti-Semitism isn’t opposed to 
the principles promulgated by the 
Church during t.he centuries. It’s the 
small minority of liberal American 
priests who are perilously near fo 
heresy when they disown Coughlin- 
ism. Their progressivism is against 
the ideolaev of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Their support of demo’cracy 
is absolutely poison in the mind of 
the hi’erarchy. Faslcism is the real 
political express.ion of Ckxtholicism, 
and that always inch&es anti-semi- 
tism. 

Editor: It seems everybody is having 
a say about your “sophisticated” stories, 
so here’s my two cents’ worth. As far 
as I’m concerned, thev are 
ti&ng. After reading 

good adver- 
your paw 

through at one sittiny, I straightway 
cut out all the little stories. Then I run 
my ahears around such letters as Dr. 

Lipton’s and Richard Greene’s in the 
April issue. This combination I present 
to my friends (and enemies), and of 
course they gobble them up and they 
go the rounds. Then the forthcoming 
question is where did I find them? Then 
i’s my chance to rave about The Free- 
man. The next step is easy. They all 
want to borrow my back copies. In- 
evitably they get interested in all the 
questions, asked and unasked. That i8 
why I say your little stories are good 
advertising. 

Your col~unn is Capecinlly useful tfi 
me because when I get into a smart 
crowd I never can remember a story 
1 have heard, in order to contribute mY 
bit; but I notice that I can always re- 
call your stor;ies because they are as- 
sociated with The Freeman, which is al- 
ways uppermost in my mind. There are 
some who object to my “cut-outs” being 
printed in a paper, hut I notice they are 
the very ones lwho keep the stories 
rolling. Amy, my, such hypocrisy. 

SCHOOLMARM 

How do you like Hitler’s postulation of 
a “German Monroe Doctrine”? 

Our Monroe Doctrine means pro- 
tection for our neighb’ors against im- 
perialistic aggressors. Hitler’s Mon- 
‘roe Doctrine for Central Eprope (and 
later, all Europe) doesn’t mean pro- 
taction and friendship but destruc- 
tilon, murder and enslavement of 
rrnshhed p~opl~n. His pint. ahmt our 
resenting the presen’ce of any trouble- 
maker who went into Mexico is equal- 
ly silly, for the power he refers to- 
British-joinIs us, &rough Canlada, 
for more than 3,000 miles, without a 
singlse fort’ or lin’e of trenches along 
the entire hnrdm-. 

d * rf, 
Editor: In a recent i.ssue of The 

Freeman one of your subscribers said 
he was eancelling because of some of 
the jokes you got off, which he thought 
inappropriate in a paper which pre- 
tended to discuss serious au&ions. 

I think some of y&r-&m&ents, quo- 
tations, anecdotes, and jokes are the 
most enjoyable feature of a paper that 
i’s as informative, outspoken, and aa- 
thoritative as The Freeman. Z have been 
a subscriber for nearly a dozen years 
and have seen the paper in many dif- 
ferent suits of clothes, a0 to say, not 
the least attractive of which is the 
present habiliment. When one mentally 
purges himselg once a month with a 
stron,g dosage of religious, economic, 
soclological, and current historical com- 
ment such as you present in The Free- 
man, he is entitled to have it sugar 
coated in the form of spiscy, down-to- 
earth humor. By all means continue the 
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Answer% to Unasked Questions columns 
Xt’s the deesert to a full, heavy-course 
meal. 
New Haven Conn. PHILIP KAPLEAN 

* * * 
Would you put Thomas Carlyle among 
the pious? 

Of course not. He was a great Ra- 
tionalist. In his diary (p. 217) we 
find : “I have for many wars strictly 
avoided going to church or having 
anyt,hing to do with Mumbo-Jumbo.’ 
On page 269 hc was askad about ss fu- 
ture IiSe, and replied: “We know 
nsothing. All is, and must be, utterly 
incomprehensible.” In his essay od 
Voltaire (whom he praised warmly) 
Carlyle said “he gave the death-atab 
to modern superstition.” In his “Life 
of Sterling” hc cxpressod strong op- 
position to Christianit,y. Carlyle was 
somewhat religious in his early years. 

Where did Joseph Conrad stand on re* 
ligion? 

He was something of a Deist, along 
the lines of Thomas Paine’s ideas. 
Paine, as I’ve writt’en before, never 
was an Atheist. He was a theistic 
infidel, which seems to cover Conrad 
pretty well. In his book, “Some 
Reminiscences,” (p. 163) published in 
1912, Conrad showed his skepicism in 
the f ollowintg : “The ethical view of the 
universe involves us at last in so many 
cruel and absurd contradictions . . . 
that I have come to susnect that the 
aim of creation cannot be ethi,cal at 
all.” 

* * * 
Where ‘did the exulorers of the 15th 
and 16th Centuries get their astronom- 
ical instruments, tables and charts? 

Mostly from Jews. 
r* 4 * 

Dear fellow damned soul: I think one 
of the benefits of modern medical ad- 
ence too little stresse,d in conjunction 
with increased life expectancy is the 
growing expectancy of quick, painless 
death from “heart trouble” or “stroke.” 
As scientists progressively mitigate the 
destructive powers of diseases and 
lingering ailments (and provided an 
automobile doesn’t put a triumphant 
wheel on one’s neck), the humiin heart 
becomes heir to the happy prospect of 
throbbing joyously until the last weary 
beats when death will come “unexpected- 
ly” while lauphter still clings to the 
lips of that noble, warm-hearted, thlnk- 
ing creature-man! Or it may be, too, 
that one can 10 to bed feeling well and 
the next mor&ng wake up dead. 

Apart from the gradual elimination of 
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the horrible aspects of dying by inches 
or feet, medical science already has 
done yoeman service in eliminating 
t’hose “deathbed confessions” on which 
the superstitious too often depend for 
their super-sobgobious pishtush! 
Pekin, Ill. FREDHAMANN’ 

* 3* 9r 
What does “sexpert” mean? 

It’s slang, meaninlg ’ a learned 
writer on marital pro~blems. 

8 * * 
“Aboot 14 years ago, b 

heard of The American % 
accident, I 

reeman, and 
subscribed. Have since bought many of 
the Little Blue Books and subscribed 
to the various publi’cations coming from 
the Girard presses. They have opened 
new frontiers of knowledge, leading to 
social, economic and religious emanci- 
pation. You deserve commendation for 
einancipating readers from the cobwebs 
of superstition, obsolete customs, tradi- 
t’ions and belief in the supernatural. 
Today I am a free man. with a broad 
philosophy-a Materialist and Human- 
ist-with hope for mankind in a more 
ration’al world.“-Lafayette Boal, Pitts 
burgh, Pa. 

Editor: Le.t me assure you that porno- 
graphic pleasures are not a monopoly of 
Rationalists. I well remember when, as 
a budding young Mennonite, I often 
found myself among a group of Menno- 
nite Lochinvars sdapping off-coIlor 
yarns, one after tthe other, till we ex- 
hausted our oau,lent suoolv. Of course. 
there were a large nluml&bf Mennonite; 
who frowned on this pastime, but in 
associating with many of the various 
tints and degrees of ascetic Funda 
mentalists for which Lancaster County 
Pa., is famous, my best yarns were us- 
nnlly mntrhed, 
fellow-travelers. 

if not outdone, hy my 

Nor was this sport, confined to the 
younger generation. An Amish contrac 
tor, whoaa flowing white beard rmdnded 
me of Biblical patriarchs, spilled some 
of the choicest ones I have heard; and a 
Mennonite farmer, for whom I worked 
part of a season, was noted for his 
store of Dorothy Parkers and his en 
joyment in passing bhem on. 

If it is true, as Dr. B. G. Lipton sng- 
gem%, that this yarn spinning lincrensea 
with age and impotency, many of my 
fiormer Fun’damentalist associates will 
exploit th’eir dotage swapping earthy 
morsels of pornography. The saddest 
part of this pornograuhic adventuring, 
including the Bible Belt, is that the 
choicest morsels do not receive the wlde 
circulation. tlhey deserve in this modern 
civilization of ours. Perhaps some day 
in the not-too-distant futuiq the por- 
tion of the hwtw race that genalnelhy 
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enjoys this sport will see the ban of our 
so-called moralists lbfted. and the fnr- 
tiveness too often associated with this 
pastime break way to good-natured re 
spectability. 
West Chester, Pa. J. CLAYTON SHANK 

* * + 
What is a poet? 

One wh,o appreciates life’s beauties 
and understands its miseries. 

Editor: My opinion of Joseph McCabe 
is not the same ns your correspondent 
which you answered so thoroughly in 
the April issue. I first became ac- 
quainted with McCabe’s works three 
years ago, and, since that time, have 
had nothing but the highest admiration 
for the man. His exhaustive writings 
assure him of a place in the world’s 
litrrrture. seoond only to Aristotle. 
An.d who ’ knows but that some day he 
will eclipse even Aristotle? The amount 
of ressearch it must have taken for 
McCahr to write even one Littlc Blue 
Book is nothing short of stupendous, 
not to mention the man-sized tomes he 
has written beside’s the Little Blue 
Books. His works are put together with 
painstaking precision, and are loaded 
with the ammunition of Freethinkers 
which is indisputable facts. McCabe is 
one who has roamed the world, poking 
about into dusty volumes and dusty re- 
ligious minds in order to buil’d up an 
impregnable defense for Freethinkers. 
The world owes McCabe a debt it may 
never be able to pay. Thtomas Paine, 
with his ‘Age of Reason,” and Ingersoll, 
with his lectures and collected works, 
made confetti of the Bible. They proved 
to the world, which was reluctant to 
believe at the time, that the Bible was 
not an inspired book; was in no re- 
spects superior to any other reliriona 
book. McCabe, however, has gone Paine 
and Ingersoll one better, and not only 
has examined tihe Bible minutely under 
the microscope of present-day science 
but has completely swept away the 
scenery of lies behln,d which Christian- 
irty has been hiding. Was Christianity 
opposed to slavery? The average church 
member th,inks so. McCabe proves this 
to be a lie. Did the churches ever go to 
bat for women, schools. and humani 
tarian, progressive movements? They 
Jid not. and McCabe nroves that ther 
did not, although the- average church 
member thinks they did. 

McCabe aomewhere makes a statement 
to the effect that the churches hav 
alwavs fought reforms t,hat would 
benefit humanity, until the reforms had 
made such headway they could no Ion- 
er be ignored: then the churches would 
hop aboard the bandwagon and share 
or grab, the glory. Present-day ob 
@&rveg are going to have the oppor 

tunity of seeing the churches in 
action copping the glory for instigating 
b#irth-control reform and the dissemina- 
tion of how-not-to-catch-a-dose infor- 
mation! 
Azle, Texas A. M. PASCHALL 

f +s 4+ 
What is epistemology? 

Theory o’f knowledge, or what we 
know about knowledge. 

How much green food does a field mouse 
eat in a year? 

Father Coughlin’s magazine, “Social 
Justice” (February 19, 1940),. quotes the 
“Hazar’d Circular” in sunport of the 
charge that the Rothschilds conspired 
to cause the Civil War. The same 
article quotes A#braham Lincoln’s warn- 
ing regarding the growth of the money 
imwer as expressed through corpora- 
tions. Then follows a quotation from 
the London Times in which it urged 
that the U.S. Government be destroyed. 
The fourth charge is that the Roths- 
childs in London wrote to a firm of 
N.Y. bankers saying (in 1863), while 
our Civil War was raging, that the 
American people would be too stupid to 
detect their devices to make money in 
this country through new banking leg- 
islation. Please comment on all these 
statements. I know that you specialize 
in Father Coughlin’s propaganda, never 
missing a chance to expose his crooked 
methods. 1 agree with you that the 
priest is the dirtiest liar and intellec- 
tual swindler ever to curse our people. 
I have read .a11 your statements on 
Father Coughlin in your 19 volumes of 
questions and answers and don’t nee 
how anyone can doubt the fact that you 
have comuiled a mountain of evidence 
to prove that Coughlin is one of the 
most dangerous liars and propagandists. 
I am suspicious of the four statements 
taken from “Social Justice,” but I 
haven’t the reference facilities to enable 
me to expose them. I feel confident you 
will be able to put the four Coughlin 
nuggets among your growing collection 
of data which you classify under LIARS 
AT WORK. 

All four statements quoted above 
arc false from b’eginning Lo end, thus 
making Fat,her Coughlin a still great- 
er liar, which certainly is establishing 
something of a record. Yes, someone 
ought to write a book to be called 
“LIARS AT WORK,” in which the 
lies, fo.rgeries, interpolations, inven- 
tions and deceptions of the Coughlin 
school of crooks should be exposed. 
I have already lined up a great deal 

of data, as my reader says above, 
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and more comes alo’ng almost daily. 
It’s ~1 ?.Gg job just Lo kteep, recorsling 
Fat.her Coughlin’s intellectual swin- 
dles. The man is without honor or 
decency. He belonlgs in an intellec- 
tual underworld of his own. And, as 
I’ve said many times in my volumes 
osf questions and answers, this priest- 
ly sewer-rat is so corltempti~ble that 
he pays no’ attention to writers who 
expose his mendacit’ies. If  a certain 
set of lies become too obvious even 
for his hallncinatesd dupes he can al- 
ways be r,elied on to cook up a new 
mess of rotten, putrid lies. He can’t 
open his mouth or put his pen to pa- 
per without s’pewing forth venoni- 
ous propaganda or crude, shameless 
ii#es. 

First, let’s lo,ok at the famous 
“Hazard Circular,” which i,s known 
t,o all informed students of history to 
be as crude a fake as the Coughlin- 
distributed Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion. To make the point of, the 
Coughlin material clear let me stop 
long enough to repeat that the pur- 
pose of the articles is to prove that 
th’e Civil War wasn”t fought over the 
alavery issue, that thal yueslion 
wasn’t decided on as a pretext for 
the war until 1857, and that t4he real 
cause of the war was the Dlot of the 
Rothschil.ds (and through them the 
Jews) to split the U.S. int,o two al- 
most equal halves., one to go to Can- 
a’da and the other to Napoleon III. 
The Coughlin magazine’s second arti- 
cle takes up the National Banking 
Act of February 25. 1863. which is 
m&e to be a part ti the Rothschild 
conspira’cy. In order to make this 
silly business stand up, Coughlin’s 
magazine quotes thse fake “Hazard 
Circular,” which the Bank of Eng- 
land is suppose,d to have issued. The 
circular is used in order to get over 
the thought that the “international 
bankers” were now convinced that 
Am’erican slavery was headed for ex- 
tin&on, thus making it ncccssary for 
the money powers to grasp this new 
opportunity to rob and exploit the 
white American masses through the 
control of the government’s i money. 
It has. been shown that th’e so-called 
Hazard “document” was used by the 
Populists 50 years ago, in order to 
make propaganda against the banks, 
but when challengged to prove the cir- 
cular’s authenticity they had t.o ad- 

mit they were without the slightest 
proof, with the result that they &op- 
ped using the silly trash. Since th’en 
the Hazard concoction has come back 
into circulation whenever a cheap li’ar 
of the Coughlin stripe wants to stir 
up his gulli:ble followers with sensa- 
tional frauds. 

The Abraham Lincoln “warning” 
I’ve exposed in full before, as may 
be seen by referring to my volumes 
of questiom 3rd 2nmvem. TVs an 
old pieIce of tripe, th,e first sentence 
reading : “As a result. of the war, 
corporations have been enthroned and 
an era of corruption in high places 
will follow.” It goes on. sentence af- 
ter sentence, wgh staiements never 
made hy Alhraham Lincoln, except for 
a single sentence in the middle of 
thi,s spurious quotation. Money te- 
formers in the last cent,ury made fre- ’ 
quent use of this forgery. They and 
their successors never were able to 
show that Lincoln ever said or wrote - 
the words crbdited to him. You can 
search every page of Lincoln’s let- 
ters, speeches and writings but you’ll 
never find the quotation referred to. 
Now, aller the ‘thirlg has been ex- 
posed at least 10,000 times, Father 
Coughlin’s magazine picks it up again 
and gives it a new lease on life. 

The third Coughlin lie is a quota- 
tion from the London Times. This 
newspaper is supposed to have run 
an editorial “in 1865” in which the 
“North Am~eri~can” administration 
(whatever that means) is castigated 
and in which this sentence is alleged 
to have appeared: “That govern- 
ment must be destroyed or it will de- 
stroy every monarchy on the globe.” 
Notice how Father Coughlin fails to 
give the exact, date when the editor- 
ial was printed. “In 1865” makes it 
hard to check, but that do’esn’t alter 
the fact that the piece never appear- 
ed. It’s a forgery. Father Coughlin 
always stands ready to givti public- 
ity t,o farbrications and forgeries. The 
attempt to make th’e London Times 
appear to be the “front” of the 
“Jewish-bankers” i’s, silly. 

Finally, the Rothschllds are sup- 
posed to have written from L,ondon, 
in 1863, to “Messrs,. Ikleheimer, Mor- 
ton and Vandergould,” announcing 
that new American banking legislation 
had been drawn up on a plan worked 
out by the British Bankers Associa- 
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tion. The #same faked letter says that 
U,S. Senator John Sherman, who fa- 
vored the new legislation, .had said 
the Asmerican people are “mentally 
incapable” of comprehending “the 
tremendo,us advantages that capital 
derives fro’m the syst8em,” and cannot 
even understand “that the system is 
inimical to their interests.” Such 
lying t.rash is supposed to make the 
“international bankers” parties to a 
srhem.e tn dn terrilble things to the 
American people, accordin,g to the 
Coughlin outfit. The lett.er, of course, 
is a forgery, without a shred of truth 
to support its statements. The firm 
of bankers who supposedly received 
the Rothschild letter never existed. 
The names is II cm& invention. The 
first name, Iklebeimer, is supposed to 
be Jewish, and thus help in the anti- 
Semi& propaganda. Notice the last 
name of the Arm-Vandergould--w 
crude and obvious comlbination of the 
Vandenbilts and the Goulds. The 
early Grangers and Populists used 
such a letter in their literature, but 
it, was offered as a satirilcal piece of 
writirrg, not as history. Father 
Coughlin is ready to Lake the spoof- 
ing of the Grangers of the last cen- 
tury and print it as solemn and veri- 
fiable truth. 

brariea on location in that community, 
the results of whioh Freeman readers 
were told a,bout in a recent issue. ‘I 
have just received wor*d from Detroit, 
Mlch., to t,he effect that the distributor 
who placed Automatic Libraries in that 
city sold 23,200 books, at 10~ each, in 
16 days, which is a record. Freeman 
readers who want to know about this 
new and interesting business are ad- 
vised to write to 0. D. Jennings Co., 
4309 W. Lake St., Chicago, X11. This con- 
cern h’as complete control over the man- 
ufacture and distribution of the ma- 
chines. Please do not send your in- 
quiries to me, for 1’11 only have to for- 
ward your letter.] 

* * * 
What is the population of Mexico? 

About 21,000,OOO. 
* +I+ * 

BAKER HOSPITAL CLOSED 
The Raker hospital, Eureka Springs, 

Ark., was closed on February 25, after 
its bead, Nur~oan Baker, had been con- 
victed in Federal court at Little Rock 
of using the mails to defraud in con- 
nection with advertising of a fake can- 
cer cure. Baker and two of his chief 
associat’ea are in jail awaiting the out- 
come of an appeal to a higher court. 
Bail was refused because the presid- 
lng judge saia he feared Baker might 
go to Mexico, where he has most of his 
uroperty, including a powerful radio 
broadcasting station. The notorious 
cancer quack is under sentence to serve 
four years in a Federal prison. The 
time he is spending in the Little .Rock 
jail is not being deducted from his term 
because of his refusal to go to a Federal 
penitentiary while lawyers carry 
throulgh Baker”s appeal for a new trial. 
He prefers to sit it through, which, ac- 
cording to some, may take six or eight 
months. With Baker in jail and his hos- 
pital closed a scan’dalous form of quack- 
ery has come to an ignominious end. 
It has been a long, hard struggle to put. 
a quietus on this charlatan. Postoffice 
inspectors worked an entire year on the 
case and the Federal authorities spent 
tens of thousands of dollars in order to 
present a bullet-proof case to the jlury. 
Freeman readers will recall that this 
uauer exaosed Baker’s auackery Tears 
ago (see E. Haldeman-Julius’ volumes 
of questions .and answers for the full 
details) and in retaliation Norman 
Raker filed two libel suits againot.~ The 
Freeman’s editor, one for $500,000 and 
another for $100,000 both of which are 
pending in the editor’s home county. 
Some observers have commented on the 
interestinmg situation here, with a eom- 
plainant suing for libel when he is un- 
der a prison sentence for doing the 
precise things outlined in Haldeman- 

Thus, a,11 fo,ur Coughlin statements 
quote’d by my reader above are plain 
forgeries. Yes, the evidence continues 
to pile up. The work I’ve suggested 
-LIARS AT WORK-couldn’t take 
long to write, for t,he material is at 
hand. The liars must be e’xposed. 
Father Coughlin can’t get away with 
his studied rottenness. The filthy 
skunk stinks to heaven. 

* * * 
“We are planning to expand our busi- 

ness of placing Automatic Libraries on 
locations. We have a brother, Pete by 
name. and a friend wsho are going into 
partnership with us. If it is possible, 
we plan to move our business from 
Columbia, MO., to St. Louis. My twin 
brother, Anthony, agrees that St. Louis 
is a better location for expanding such 
a business. We now have much vital 
information on carrying on our first 
business venlture. If our plans go 
through and we leave Columbia, we 
hope to distribute much larger quanti- 
ties of books.“-Joseph and Anthony 
Arico, Columbia, MO. [Editor’s Note: 
These two young men are students at 
the University of Missouri, at Columbia. 
Recently they put two A~uto~matic Li- 

. 
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Julius’ offending article. Pushing a libel 
snit while warming a stool in a prison 
cell is said to present intriguing com- 
plications. Editor Hal,deman-Julius is 
frank to confess that full credit for 
Baker’s exposure should g6 to tBe pa- 
per’s readers and not to the writer of 
the “1,ibelous” material. Without the 
moral and material support of the pa- 
per’s subscribers the edit,nr would have 
been hard put to push his defense. This 
Baker scandal presents a perfect case 
in support of the assertion that a free, 
independent, forbhright paper can do 
much in the interests of the public, 
especially when the paper’s readers stand 
ready to back ap their editor in’s self- 
sacrificing way. 

I am ready to buy a dictionary, but all 
I have looked into contain many words 
I nlrcady know. Is it possible to get 
a book that omits the familiar words? 

If you will send me a limst of all 
the words you know in the New In- 

’ ternat.ionaI Dictionary I’ll send it on 
to the publishers with the suggestion 
that your order is available once they 
bring out an edition cut and trimmed 
to your needs. As the matter of 
money may be of soNme interest t.o 
you, let me drop the hint that such 
a volume may cost you $25,000 or 

$50soo’o- & 44 *t 
Editor: A prnminent role has been 

alaved in the liberalization of thousht 
in -America by the famous Little Blue 
Books. Their sal’e has exceeded over 
200,000,000 copies, which has been one 
of the sagas ‘of the llterary world. Their 
cultural and educational influence is 
beyond computation. The glamour of 
their light has reached the mnRt, remote 
habitations of man-on the farm, in the 
city, the Orient, Africa, Europe, on ex- 
peditions across the Gobi ;.d fifty 
Sahara, the S&h Pole: 
wherever the Englislh language is read. 

Little Blue Books have been the, 
source of enlightenment and inspira- 
tion to people of many races, different 
creeds, leading to a greater happiness 
of mind, snd a better understanding of 
life. In the Little Blue Books we have 
an unusual opportunity to abservr the 
romance of life, the great adventure of 
living, the mysteries of love, psycho- 
logimeal and philosoljhical analyses of 
ancient, medieval and contempora*y 
civilization; in fact, a panorama across 
tlhe stage of life. 

These books, written in simple la.n- 
guage by authorities in their chosen 
field, open new vistas in the realms of 
the spectacular life of different groups 
of people in contemporary American 

life, sex life in the and&t civilizations 
of Greece and Rome, philosophy, his- 
tory, science, analysis of self, lhe art 
of reading, morals, Rationalism, and 
ot,her interesting fields of knowledge. 

If all the youth of America diligently 
read Little B,lue Books, the dawn of a 
more intelligent and rational age World 
be achieved. While reading these gems 
of literature, forget your preconceived 
prejudices, ‘Ideas and concepts of cer- 
tain phenomena, drink deep and long 
at the fountain of knowledge, ponder 
over what you read, and think logical- 
ly and rationally. . 

Pittsburgh, Pa. LAFAYETTE BOAL 
* + * 

Here’s a press clipping which reprints 
from a London newspaper the story of 
a new miracle. Please fasten your 
l,OOO,OOO-candle-power brain on it. 

This is really a. jo’b for that great 
skeptic and logician, Dr. Who Flung 
Dung, the Chinese philosopher who 
stnnds second only t,o Confucius. Or 
should we call in that minor genius, 
Prof. Wang Hung Lo? Well, it’s a 
gloomy, rainy morning, wo I’11 take 
the .jolb myself, quoting the piece in 
full as, it appeared in the London 
Sun&y Express: 

Polish refugees fleeing into Hun- 
gary have brought with them this 
week an extraordinary story. When 
Nazi firing squads executed hun- 
dreds of Poles in Bromberg a young 
Polish priest came out of the Fama 
Church, according to the, refugees, 
to give the dying Extreme Unction. 
As he knelt witmh holy oil on his 
hands the Nazis ordered him away. 
He ignored the order and was shot 
by a German N.C.O. Stumbling, the 
priest put one of his hands on the 
wall of the museum against which 
the victims had been stood. Later 
a clear impression of his hand be- 
came visible. The news of this 
“miracle” went round like wildfire 
among the devout Polish Catholics. 
The Nazis painted the sign out, but 
it always became visible after a 
short time. So many pilgrims ar- 
rived from neighboring towns and 
villages that tlhe Nazis have now 
roped off the squawa 

I’m not even an amat,eur chemist, 
but even I-thousands of miles from 
P&xl-can gee what caused ths 
“mira~cls.” The priest, as we’re told, 
had been using holy oil-which isn’t 
much different from Three-In-One 
(free adv.)-and when he rested his 
oil-covered hand on the absorbent 
waII he left an impre@ion which any . 
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housewife knows is hard to remove. 
And yet 
can actua ly write a miracle int.o the ‘p 

eople, in this day and R.W, 

Express’ ridiculous yarn. Sinoe the 
priest was passing a miracle why did 
he waste Gawd’s powers on a mere 
impression of his hand when he had 
a fine chance to save those pious, de- 
vout Catholic Poles from getting fill- 
ed with lead? As I once asked the 
Maharajah of Prividore, why expect 
hallucinated individuals to use a lit- 
tle good sense? 

Editor: No doubt all you have written 
about fiitler is true, and his treatment 
of the Jews is abominable-but when 
you call him a pansy I shrink into 
nothingness-for I see how you must 
feel ab’out the “Intermediate” Type 
csex). 

I’m not even making a defense for 
Hitler, but I’m so sorry to see your true 
feeling about the genuine homosexual 
-who is no more responsible for him- 
self than one who has brown eyes for 
their color. 

I’m not even criticizing you. You are 
too far in advance of me, mentally- 
in fact in all things-but. un.intentionat- 
ly, you doubtless are wounding thou- 
sands of men and women. 

READER 
[Editor’s Note: I readily apologize to 

all genuine homosexuals for linking 
Hitler’s name cth+t.hegl 

I want ta say a good word for your tire- 
less efforts to be accurate. 

Thanks, reader. Aacuracy is im- 
portant. I go to great pains to get 
my facts straight. Nothing annoys 
me more than to read a pi,ece by a 
writer who isn’t careful about dates, 
statistics, snd the like. I’m remind- 
ed of the ‘great actor wha was giving 
a hoach pa&y, when an of&&us 
would-be actor rushed up to liim aiid 
whispered: “Old .man, I feel I ought 
to tell you-your best friend’s got 
your wife in her bedroom--I saw 
through the key-hole--and he’s kiss- 
ing and hugging her something 
awful!” The matinee idc-1 c&wed at 
him coldly. “You’re a liar, old chap- 
pie. That isn’t. my best friend- 
neither my wife nor I ever ww him 
before!” 

**9. 
Editor: Occaaionallv, a pious pro- 

ponent of religion whl challenge non- 
believers to prove that a personal God 
does not exiut.. But the challenger is 
wadI;d k&rrcwe, tfecawe h’e c&vimsly 

has no intention of accepting any such 
“proof.” 

Belief, or non-belief in a personal 
God is a matter for the individual to 
settle in his own mind-or the desires 
of his parson. If tlhe individual 
“chooses” to muddle his mind with re- 
ligious dogma and superstition, he has 
a right to enjoy his misfortune despite 
the “rudr” moothings of Freethinkers. 

Personally, I do not consider the Bible 
proof of God’s existence. The Bible 
was written, forged, translated, and ex- 
gTioit,ed by men to advance the inter- 
ests of organized ignorance. If the 
conflicting, fraudulent books of the Bi- 
ble were inspired and written through 
divine revelation, they were revelations 
to the original writers only. To the rest 
of thinking mankind, they are eccen- 
tric horrible distortions. 

Indeed, I deny the existence of any 
kind of God, divine mind, brain, or 
central intellectual power capable of 
guiding the universe either according lo 
respectable cclcstiol blueprinla, or ac- 
cording to downright irresponsible, mis- 
chievous schemes of creation, damna: ~ 
tion, salvation, and resurrection. 
Spokane, Wash. ROBERT SLOCUM 

* * +% 
My name is Max Mandelbaum from 
Chicago. I went into a hotel in Atlantic 
City with my wife recently and asked 
for a room, but the clerk frankly told 
me there’s prejudice against Jews in his 
hotel. What would you advise a person 
to do? 

Go to another hotel. But don’t do 
what another Jew did when he went 
to a hotel with his wife. He decided 
to use a good Irish name, which he 
figured would surely get him a room, 
but when he signed the register he 
ca’used something of a sensation. In 
t.he end he was hustled through the 
lobby and pashed out on the sidewalk. 
The tioublc hsro wag that he took 
the biggest Ir5s.h name he knew-he 
signed “Cardinal O’Connell and 
wife.” 

+ * 4+ 
How’s Japan doing in China? 

Not SO good. ?“he Japanese militar- 
ists have ‘bibten off more of China 
than they can digest. ?“he Chine= 
are finding it easier to hit at the 
Japanese because the invaders h&Vg 
spread their forces too tPlin aver too 
much territory. On the financial side, 
Japan i’s scraping bottom and is stag- 
gerina toward complete collapse, if 
something d’oesn’t happen soon to 
save that power-mad outfit. Before 
stMng- China, &qsan had a s%rong 
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foreign trade which brought in im- 
mense amounts of foreign exchan’ge. 
That. business is, almoat shot 60 pie’ccs. 
When the war ~starte~d, the Japanese 
‘Government had $450,000,000 worth 
of gold, whijch it could use to buy 
oil and munitions in thme world mar- 
kets, espe’cially in the U.S. Today, 
the Japanes’e haven’t more than 
$50,000,000 iu gold, which can’t last 
long at the rate money is being spent 
in order to keep their army in China. 
Japan mines about $50,000,000 worth 
of gold yearly, but that also can’t do 
a great amount of go’od in Japan’s 
unhappy pickle. If  things go as they 
are, Japan will fall before the Chi- 
nese, provided the latter are able to 
t,ake advantage of the favorabl’e sit- 
uation. So far as the U.S. i.s concern- 
e’d, we don’t have to do anything ex- 
trem in order to punish the Japanese 
aggressoss for their savage treatment 
omf China. If we just sit tight and 
keep our traps shut, we’ll soo’n have 
Ja.pan’s last dollar, aft,er which we 
can tell thse little war lords .to go 
jump into the lake when they take 
a notion to ask us for oil and supplies 
-on credit. The American people 
aren’t going to shed any tears ever 
Japan’s predicament. 

4 4 4 
Editor: The quotation you give from 

H. G. Wells’ buuk, “Travels of a Re- 
publican Radical in Search of Hot 
Water,” in the April Freeman (Answers 
to Unasked Questions, page 2) should 
be ‘cut out and posted in a conspicuous 
place by all Freethinkers. There is a 
vast wilderness of sluperstition and 
mysticism yet to be expl’ored by Free- 
t’hinkers. Much of this territory has 
been opened up and the flag of- Free- 
thought planted, but even so, too much 
wilderness still remains. The day will 
eventually come when the Bible will be 
deemed no more authentic nor factual 
than Gulliver’s Travels or Grimm’s 
Fairy Tales. But until that day does 
arrive, the human family will be in eon- 
tinual chaos. The religious praotition- 
ers continue to drum up trade as rapa- 
ciously as any come-on gent for a clip- 
joint. There are about as many differ- 
ent brands of religious elixir for man’s 
ills as there are “salesmen’‘-meaning 
priests, preachers, and ra,bbis. But no 
elixir concocted by Gawd sumewhrre up 
above Einstein’s doubIe-jointe’d cosmic 
highways is going to do humanity any 
good. Let us look to the man of science, 
here and now, for a solution to man’s 
problems. Not to a Catholic priest,. a 
Two-Seed-in-the-Spirit Predestinarian 

Baptist bull-shooter, or a Primitive 
Methodist minister. (Incidentally, I 
like the candor of a ;;urTkewhlch calls 
itself Primitive.) religious 
census of 1926, 212 different reiigious 
denominations, for the United States 
alone, are listed. There might be more, 
or there might be less today, but w,hat- 
ever the number, heaven knows it is 
too many. The warring religious clans 
block all aaths to material and cul- 
tural progress. Each religious dopester 
claims bhat he, and only he, has the 

‘right password that will get YOU by St. 
Peter. If YOU halroen to tie up with the 
wrong sky-pilots (and remember, your 
changes of picking the wrong ones are 
bettqr than 200 to one) you will be 
given the wrong password, and hence 
will be unable to effect an entrance 
through dem pearly gates. Over 200 
passwords in the United States alone1 
St. Peter must be some uunkins know- 
ing who to let in and wjho not to let in. 
His job must be a lot tougher than that 
of the doolikeeper of a pre-repeal 
awakeany during the rush hour. 
Azle, Tex. A. M. PASCHALL 

* 4 4+ 
How many States are there in the 
Union which don’t collect personal 
property taxes? 

New York State is the only one. 
Personal property subject to ta-x out- 
side N.Y. State has a value of more 
than $25,000,000,000. For example, in 
New Jersey the people n.ot only pay a 
rertlty tax but an additional $700,- 
000,000 on perrna! prgperty. 

Who is credited wi3 having worked out 
the actuarial tables used to determine 
life insurance rates? 

B’enjamin Gumpertz, a “non- 
Aryan,” supplied the foundation for 
the tables ;by working out t,he prin- 
ciples regarding decline in resistence 
to death. 

The Rev. Hxrrv Rimmer spoke here in 
Philadelphia rera . . ..ntly. making much of 
the fact that .~~ he had won a suit over the 
$1.000 challenge to anvone who found a 
&take in ‘the writings of Moses. 
Rimmer said he hoped to have the same 
judge again in his next case. Am I 
right in surmising that the challenge 
was not a fair and above-board offer? 

+I+ 4 4 

I don’t doujbt that the Rev. Rim- 
mer ts making effective use of the 
crrurt incident &qrding his offer of 
$1,000 to anyone who can find an in- 
accuralcy in the Birble. It’s too bad 
su,ch peo!pIe can’t rely on truth-tell- 
ing. It happens that William Floyd, 
editor of The Arbitrator and a highly 
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intelligent critic 02 the Bibl’e, demand- 
ed the reward, which Rimmer refused 
to Day him. He sued (which to my 
notion was somewhat fatuous) but 
the ease was dismissed by a New 
York judge on the grounds that, Floyd 
had failed to oEer legal proof that 
Rimmer had actually made such an 
offer and was therefore entitled to 
Dayment from the evangelist. In 
short, the case was thrown out of 
co,urt on a technicality, but Rimmer 
is making t:he little comedy serve his 
ends. It doesn’t take much of a stu- 
dent of $he Bible to point out not one 
but slcores, even of errors. I don’t 
pretend to be an authority on the 
Bible, for during reloent years I’ve 
been unable to spare time on the piece 
of wretched supernaturalism, but even 
I could present a list of Birble in- 
ac’curac,ies (especially misstatements 
of facts generally known to educated 
people). I f  the Rev. Rimmer is real- 
ly sincere, I hereby challenge him to 
invite me t’o print 25 Bible inaceura- 
ties in The American Freeman, or 
any other periodical of his choice, and 
then leave the question to a vote of 
the pubScation% readers. If  I win 
the money I promise the R.ev. Rimmer 
I won’t awept a penny of it, prs- 
ferrinag instead to turn it over to any 
worthy charit.y. Another point made 
by the jude in the Rimmer-Floyd 
case was that even if Rimmer had 
made t,he offer it woul’d still be a 
legal joke because no one co,uld prove 
that Moses had made a mistake at the 
time he wrote. It’s one thing to point 
to’ errors in t.he all,eged writings of 
Moses, aa we know th’em in the B~i~ble, 
but quite a different thing to prove 
that Moses wrote them that way. The 
whole thing is a joke, bnt, R&ner 
will, from now on, tell his dupes that 
he beat the Atheists who said they 
could prove certain statements in the 
Bible were inaccurate. Rimmer is 
capable of any intelletc’tual enormity, 
for his appeal is d,irecte’d to t.he low- 
est’ mentality in the community. IX 
frequently makes use of a story about 
Robert G. Ingersoll which always 
goes over with a bang. The story is 
pure falbrication, needless to say, but 
Rimmer presents it as the lit,eral 
truth. And even if it were true it 
would still be too silly for intelligent 
consideration. A’ccording to Rimmer, 
when Ingerstoll was in the Union army 

during the Civi,l War his superior 
offic,er, a captain, wrote to anot:her 
officer offeriIlg him an Atheist for a 
good mule. The mule was sent and 
Ingersoll was traded for it. Rimmer’s 
hallucinated congre,gations get a big 
kick out of the story that’s nothing 
‘more than the invention of a fourth- 
rate mind. Besides, it isn’t funny, 
which is a mucl~ more serious charge. 
And, finally, Ingersoll was a colonel, 
so no captain could have let him go 
for a CooId mule. 

When did people firat begin taking set- 
ting-up exercises? 

They go ba’ek to ancient ti?nes. The 
ancients would bend down and kiss the 
ground while ke,eping the big toes dug 
into the ground. That looks like a 
modern’#s. idea of a setting-up stunt. 

+ + +I+ 
Editor: I agree with you as to the 

proper mode of atmroach tn the problem 
of nationalization of industries. Pre- 
cisely as a new industry takes a long 
time to orzanire u!ntil it runs smoothly 
in private hands, so the establishment 
of industries in hands of the public 
must, of necessity, take a long period 
of development-and this means that in- 
dustries must be taken nve~ one at a 
time, so that they may develop smooth- 
ly. But t,hat does pot at all justify your 
thesis, in your issue of February, 1940, 
that the Russ&m fxilore to socialize 
everything at once, proves their attempt 
is a failure or that the theory of com- 
plete nationalization is wrong. 

So far is this from ‘cproving beyond 
debate,” it is not even the alightest evi- 
dence. You seem to believe that the 
theory of Socialism requires a regi- 
mental commondcr, when he uccuples il 
town, to take possession of every shop, 
atore and factory and instantly to set 
“II a government establishment-and 
this in the midst of a campaign. Fur 
you must remember that this occupation 
is &en now only a couple of months 
old-and you were some time since 
writing of reports concerning the initial 
action. The fact is-and the failure to 
realize this is the reason for most of 
the misunderstanding about Russia- 
that the United Btntea 91eel Company, 
w’hen it establishes a new plant, re- 
quires months and even years to get the 
plant Snto produmcing form, The Rus- 
siane, starting without indualries, traln- 
ed leaders and workers, tools and equip- 
ment, and relying for help on a popula- 
tion mechanically and industrially Un- 
trained, needs many years before it can 
get its industries into anythiag like the 
ideal planned for. It has had 10 year8 
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rdnw the anaaalts by White Rnssiann 
baclced by foreign nations ended. It 
needs 50 years for anything appruri- 
mating a completed order-and has made 
great progress in ‘the time so far 
elapsed. Until that initial period has 
elapsed, no conclusions can reasonably 
be drawn. 
Chicago, Ill. EDWARD M. WINSTON 

+ f * 
What do the Nazis say about Prof. 
l&nsM&~lsmce they forced him out of 

The other day, for the second time 
in seven years, I got into a personal 
argument with a Nazi. It was a re- 
vealing experience, for the fellow was 
full of Go&bels’ reckless and truth- 
rejecting propaganda. He p&red the 
poison at me, hardly giving me a 
chance to get a scntcncc in odgcway, 
but I stood for the ‘man’s crude arro- 
gance because I wanted to get his 
sJantL By the way, he even used 
SIitler’s reference (with full approval) 
to the great contributions of the 
Hessians to American lilberty, betray- 
ing lack of information that could 
be corrected by any grammar ,~c.hool 
kid. When he came to the Jews, he 
either denied that certain great Ger- 
mans were Jews or, if that; wasn’t 
possible, he denlied they made the 
discoveries credited to them. For ex- 
ample, Dr. Ehrlioh’h’s famous “60’6,” a 
specific for syphilis, wasn’t discover- 
ed by him at all but by some other 
fellow (whose name I’d never heard 
before) in the same laboratory. Dr. 
Hertz, of course, made discoveries in 
physics that made possible the radio, 
but the ocicntist wasn’t a Jew at all. 
When he came to Einstein he became 
apopleptic, for the great mathematical 
&lyicist is the pet aversion of the 

“After all,” the Nazi argued, 
“has kinstein ever made two blades 
of grass’graw where only one grew 
before?” He stopped after this ques- 
tion, as though he could afford to al- 
low anyone to make a reply. “Ein- 
stein,” I commented, “isn’t an agron- 
omist, so I l@il to see why he should 
take on himself the jdb of making 
,~WO blades of grass grow where only 
One grew before. Hc deals in pure 
science, physics, astronomy and the 
problems of higher unathematics.” 
The Nazi then advanced the point I 1.1 _. _ (wnlcn was supposed to be over- 
wheltming) that Einstein can’t be 

because all men ob science ti today’s 
Gertiany agree the man’s a fraud. 
Of course, what he said albout Ger- 
many’s scientists under Hitlerism 
couldn’t be denied. for I knew I had 
in my newsclip filing system a piece 
in which Dr. Walter Gross, leading 
exponent of Nordi,c science in Hitler- 
land, disposed of Einstein as follows: 

The so-called theories of Einstein ’ 
are merely the ravings of a mind 
polluted with liberal, democratic 
nonsense which ia utterly inaccm- 
table to German men of science. 

I then suggested to the loud-mo,uth- 
ed, arrogant Nazi (who seemed to 
believe that the l’auder a thing’s said 
the truer it must be) that Hitler’* 
Dal and allv. Stalin. doesn’t care for 
kinstein eit&. The’Nazia reject Ein- 
st’ein becaus,e he% a Jew and a be- 
liever in liberalism, tolerance and de- 
mocracy, while the Communists re- 
‘ject Einst,ein because he’s something 
,of an agent of Fascism. If this 
sounds too ‘screwy to ?% true, let me 
dig into my newsclip folder again 
(good old reliable slystem) and fetch 
.a quotation from the Astronomical 
Journal of the Soviet Union: 

The astronomers of the capital- 
istic countries, more than ever, find 
thems’elves incaoable of comare- 
hending and accepting the Marxian, 
dialectical-materialistic concept of 
the universe. . ‘. . The story of a 
relativistic universe is the hostile 
work of the agents of fascism. ‘It is 
the revolting propaganda of a 
moribund, counter-revolsutionary ide- 
ology. 
Einstein gets hell from both sides. 

But we Americans know how lucky 
we are to have such a great man 
settle down in our country and bebe- 
come a citizen of our wonderful lamI 
of freedom, humanitarianism and 
common delceney: I’m reminded 0s 
how Einstein, some 20 years ago, be- 
fore he became world-famous, said 
that if his theories worked out the 
Germans would call him a German 
while the French would call him a 
Jew, but if they didn’t work out he’d 
be called a Jew in Germany and a 
German in France. Tmt, me, before 
it’s t,o#o late, mention that the Cornmu- 
nist opinion expressed above was . 
pri’nted before Stilin and Hitler 
worked out their rotten accord. To- 
day, I’m sure, the writer of the above 

worth much even in h?s own fiieldswould strike out the word Fascism 
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an3 change the ~senteme to show that 
Einstein is an agent of plutocratic 
imperialism,. especially the British, 
Swedish, Furnish and Wall Street 
war-mongers. This reminds me that 
Victor Riesel reports that he check- 
ed the Daily Worker during the last 
10 weeks and couldn’t find a single 
anti-Hitaer ‘story. He adds: “Even 
the word ‘Nazi’ is on the ta,bsoo list of 
the Daily Worker’s style sheet. All 
British defeats are wlaved uw. Ger- 

,pagcd.” So, we can expect the Daily 
Worker to join the Nazi and Moscow 
scientists and show that Einstein is 
a front. for cawitali’stic enemies of the 
Workers’ Fatherland. 

4 4 4 
What ie your reaction to relief as a 
permanent national policy? 

Temlporary relief is unavoidable, 
but if it’s t’o be made into a lasting 
instituti’on then we are tolerating un- 
scientific treatment of a social ail- 
ment. The onlv sane remedv is em- 
ployment at decent wages aid under 
good conditions for all alble&odied men 
and women who want jobs. We cer- 
tainlv have the facilities for greatly 
expanded prod’udion and w% also 
have the consumers who can use thu 
things that PO to make a hi!aher 
stanvdard of zving. One. rcmod> i,s 
early nationalization of all large- 
scale industries and services, includ- 
ing banking and insurance. If  we 
are going to accept the relief system 
as a permanent, tre’atment w,e’ll be 
approaching our economi8c difficulties 
in the s,pirit of ‘quacks instcnd of 
scientists. We don’t want slocial and 
political quacks who aim to give an 
individual plentiful blood transfu- 
sions by taking the blood out of a 
man’s legs and injecting it in his arm, 
in&ad of olbtaining fresh life blood. 
Relief is just t.hat k,ind of an opera- 
tion, The men on relief would prefer 
to go into goo’d jobs instead of ac- 
cepting the status quo as a thing 
that’s to prevzl fgm*now on. 

Do you care to issue an encyclical on 
the Jimmie Roosevelt divorce scandal? 

I f  Jimmie Roosevelt prefers that 
pretty nurse t#o his equally pretty 

’ wife, that’s his business. But I don’t 
want to pass up this. chance to make 
an observation that has a few social 
implications. Two decades ago, if a 

President’s son had done. what 
Jimmie’s <doing now, the press and 
pulpit, the good people and the po- 
liti’cal opposition would have whoop- 
ed up a verbal cyclone. Especially if 
that President had been as unpopular 
with the rich as is F. D. R. Instead 
of throwing a moral spasm, the press 
merely reported the news and let it 
go at that. As we all know, at least 
85 percent of the daily press is anti- - 
Roosevelt, and yet there was no politi- 
cal or “‘spiritual” use rrlacle 0’1 the 
Jimmie in’cident. This means that 
America is becoming adult. We’re 
actually learning how to act like 
grown up people when faced with a 
juicy piece of sex scand,al. So far as 
I know, not a single Republican editor 
wrote so much as a stick OS t.vpe at- 
t,aNcking ‘the President beca%e of 
Ji,mmie’s behavior. What in the world 
has become of the high-lborn and 
aristocratic Mrs. Priscilla Prissy- 
Pr’att? She seems more interested in 
“Confucius Say” jokes than fighting 
to maintain the wuritv and integritv 
of the chaste and virginal A,meFican 
home. 

4 4 4 
My name is Mrs. Priscilla Prissy-Pratt. 
Please tell me why W. C. Fields was 
shut off the air. 

The way t,hhe story comes to me 
through my private and expens’ive 
&servers, W. C. Fields one day let 
hims’elf be tempted from his daily 
ro,utine of two quarts of Scotch. He 
downed three, which was a little be- 
fuddlimr even to W. C. Fields. So. 
when h: got on the1 airmihnt night hd 
said : “Once upon a woman I had a 
time--no, once upon a time I had a 
woman.” The executive who fired him 
is one of those guys who’s grouchy 
until be has his lunch an’d afterwards 
he has indigestion. 

4 4 4 
In several volumes of your questions 
and answers you mention the fact that 
wars become more expensive year after 
year. This point ought to be gone into. 
Let me euggekt that you. show what it 
cost to kill a man in ancient times, and 
on down to the present. 

When Julius Caesar sent an a+my 
out to kill and destroy, it cost him 
about 75~ (on the average) to kill 
enemy soldiers. Napoleon found the 
bill much higher. The best authorities 
I can draw on e&mate that Napo- 
leon’s wars, cost a total of $6,250,000,- 
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000. As the number of deaths totalled 
2,100,000, it follows, that the cost ran 
at about $3,000 per man. In our Civil 
War the average cost per capita was 
$5,000. In the first World War tbe 
cost went up to $21,000 per man! a 
figure that’s r’eached by dividmg 
8,358,315 killed into a war cost of 
$180,000,000,000, a rather conserva- 
tive figure. Naturally, I can’t tell 
what it costs to kill a man in the 
second World War, but certain mili- 
tary experts have already estimated 
the cost at $5+$00% pe; man. 

What did Dietzgen mean by “dialectical 
Monism”? 

Joseph Dietzgen was a German 
workingman who wrote a number of 
books o’n philosophy. AD a public 
meeting, Karl Marx once introduced 
him as “our philosopher.” Dietzgen 
acceptled Marxism as an economic 
philosophy~ and in his own works 
added to It. an ath’eistic philosophy 
whijch he sometimes called Material- 
ism, a term that suited Marx. 
Dietzgen frequently used the words 
“dialectical Monism,” but they were 
merely another way osf saying. Ma- 
terialism. One of the themes of his 
philosophy was that “t,he universe is 
one eternally evolving material real- 
ity” in which he could see no trace 
of spirit nor could he see any reason 
for what many people call the “s&it- 
ual.” He rejected religion in its en- 
tirety. Thought, he taught, doesn’t 
prove spiritualit,y, for it’s nothing 
more than a function of the physical 
brain. 

Q rtr 9 
What is the Japanese practice of 

“miuke”? 
Bad economic conditions in Japan 

have brought miuke into more general 
use. It means a pat.ron of a certain 
geisha girl can make a deal with her 
employer and buy her for the exact 
asmount she owes the boss. A Japa- 
nese paper, Miyako Shimbuq dia- 
cusses the practice as follows: 

“This is an indication of wisdom 
which geisha-patronizing men have 
acquired after years of money 
squandering. For it ia manifestly 
more economical to buy a geisha of 
small price outright than to pay by 
the hour for days and months- 
provided one likes the girl.” 

The s&em isn’t quite- ready for 
,A.m%icans. W&d wpcti th@ wn$l6y- 

er t,o organize a finance corporation 
in order to permit the patron of a 
geisha girl to pay off the obligation 
on the installment plan. Then, when 
he got tired of his “buy,” or she got 
frayed at the edges, or developed 
bulges in important places, he’d insist 
on a system t,hat would permit him 
to trad’e her ii oga t$w one. 

In one of your volumes of questions 
and answers you speak of Andrew 
Carnegie as having been a Freethinker. 
Do you happen to know that he gave 
money not only for libraries but 
church organs? Wouldn’t that mean he 
was religious? 

Carnegie donated money to buy 
church organs’, but he gave away 
the game when he said he did 
it “in hope that the organ music 
will distract the c~on~gregati~on’s at- 
tention from the relst of the ser- 
vice.” I st,ill ins,ist he was a Free- 
thinker. In 1912 he wrote his con- 
fession of faith, in which he rejected 
all creeds and describ,ed himself “a 
disciple of Confu’cius and Franklin,” 
two great Rat.napts. 

& 
You say, L’Liteiary-diarrhea is a hard 
ailment to cure.” Now. SurelY. YOU 

mean, “Literary diarrhea’ is an dltien 
hard to cure.” 

You’re as right ;s r$n. 

In your comments on the world policies 
of the Catholic Church (as printed in 
your volumes of questions and answers) 
you make the point that the Church 
is allied with Fascism. I believe you 
prove your statement. But you don’t 
make quite clear what the Church is 
fi;z7NST. IS it democracy or CommU. 

You surely haven’t read my pieces 
carefully or vou wouldn’t make the 
statement that I haven’t made clear 
what thme Catholic Church is opposed 
t.o. I have presented a mountain of 
evidence to establish the assertion 
that the Church is opposed to democ- 
racy, liberalism, freedom and toler- 
ance, Communism (as in the case of 
Hitler) is just a bogeyman. The real 
en’emy is progressiveness. Instead of 
quoting myself, let me give a para- 
graph (condensed) from a bulletin 
issued by the Methodist Associat,ion 
for Social Service: 

“The Pone put his attack on Corn= 
munism in between those of Hitler 
and Mu~olini. He became their 
allf. . . . ‘The Vatlcb is one of t&o 
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%;;ternational triumvirate lined up 
to destroy democratic government 
and watnrr m~tnrrnry _ _ _ first in 
Spain, next in France. . . . Anti- 
Communism is the smokescreen for 
this attack.” 

The Catholic-Fa~scist dictator in 
Austria, Dolfuss, w,asn’t worried 
about Communisrm. He aimed his 
blows’ at democralcv, and received the 
blessings of the Church. When he 
slaughtered 1,500 Social-Democrats in 
their Vienna apartmentSatzm;s, the 
Vatican applaucled. the 
Fascist-Catholic dictator of PO&gal, 
d.estroved every vestige of demoeracy- 
and li!beralism, even going so far as 
to assert that his aim is to make 
education availaibl’e only to members 
off t,he ruling class. The Vatican 
ma& its pear early with Mussolini’s 
brand of Fascism, blessed the dicta- 
tor’s banners when he sent his armies 
into Ethiopia to slaughter 250,000 
helpless men, women and children, 
and gave moral and practi’cal help to 
b’oth Hitl’er and Mussolini when they 
collaborated against the Spanish Re- 
public. George Sel,des, in his recent 
book, “The Catholic Crisis,” shows 
that in the U.S. the Catholi’c Church, 
in every major conflimct between re- 
a&ion and progress--“even on the 
questions of anti-Semitism, child la- 
bor, censorship. birth control and PO- 
litical bossism”-ha,s “almost unani- 
mously tak’en an active part on be- 
half of react.ion.” Here are only a 
few of the charges. made by Seldes in 
his book-a work, by the way, which 
the standard press is too cowardly 
to review: 

Mayor Hague, of Jersey City, has 
the unanimous support of the Catho- 
lic clergy. who back him com$eteIy. 
Bishops and priests always attend his 
meetings, sittin,g on the platform. 

Cardinal O’Connell, of Boston, Fa- 
ther Coughlin, and the other spokes- 
men of the Catholic Church have COW 
sistently fought against the Child 
Labor Amen&ne?lt of the Cnnskitu- 
tion. 

Father Coughlin’s anti-Semitism 
and Fascism reflect the policies of the 
hierarchy, which explains why he 
hasn’t been silenced. If  he had con- 
ducted a propaganda in favor of Cvortn- 
munism with the same vigor that he 
has worked for FasQsm, he would 
have been unfrocked or gagged years 

ago. The pointi to remember here is 
that. Father Coughlin’s totalitarian- 
ism and a&i-Se&itism are close to 
the Vatiican’s policies. 

Jerry O’Connell, of Montana, a 
former Congressman. was UD for re- 
election. Hi is a Catholic* layman 
But because he opposed France’s side 
in the Spanish civil war, Bishop 
Gilmare, of Montana, opposed him 
denounced him as an enemy of the 
Church, and helped bring about his 
defeat. . 

Father Coughlids vicious hate- 
mongering sheet, Social Justkce, is 
published with the “permission” of 
Csoughlin’s eeclesiastieal superior 
Archtbishon Moonev. of Detroit. 

The Catholic ChGch uses its power 
whenever possible in order to sup- 
press progressive or radical litera- 
ture. It has about succeeded in de- 
stroying every vestige of ind’epend- 
encc in the movies, cspccially on sub- 
jects of concern to the hierarchy. It 
resorts to organized terror against 
editors of standard publications 
whenever they -dare even hint at the 
slisghtest crit,icism, so that now no 
editor who depends on capitalistic 
publishing methods has the coprago 
to tell the truth about the. Catholic 
Church, a condition which certainly 
didn’t nrevail 60 vears ago. as I’ve 
shown several timks in my’ volumes 
of qusst,ions and answers. Mr. Seldes 
explains the slang expression “power 
house,” which is “applied by Repub- 
lican and Democratic politicians to 
the residence of the. highest Catholic 
Church dignitary in town.” 

Mr. Seldes closes his discussion 
with thes’e remarks : 

“IP the Church remains the ally 
of the Fascist nations . . . it ac- 
cepts their political and military 
fate and can hope for no quarter in 
the eventual triumph of the world’s 
anti-Fascist forces.” 

I f  such a fate is to be avoided the 
work of rescue will- have to be car- . 
ried on by the Catholfc zank and file 
-the lait,y. The hierarchy has al- 
ready shown that it knows nothing 
but -reaction, persecution, repression 
and intoleranre. 

Have you gone yet to see “Gone With 
the Wind”? One of my friends went and, 
thinking to avoid the exit rush, left 
when the wedding impended. He told 
his, fami!y that Jt was a m $ictrfnet 
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but they. feeling that he could not have 
gotten home so early had be really seen 
it, ascertained that he’d gone out before 
it was half throag’h. 

I sat through every foot of it., and 
when it came to leave I found I’d 
paralyzed the bottom six inches of my 

I”p’c”o”u.ld 
I’m only a layman but even 

take a pair of &sors and 
remove at least 90 minutes of this 
mammoth movie. It’s [big. but onlv in 
size and oreten~iousnea%: The next 
day I saw “The Shop Around the 
Corner.” directed bv Ernest Lubitsch, 
and found it 10 iimes b’etter than 
“Gone With the Wind-Bag,” and I’m 
sure it cost only about one-tenth of 
what was put. out on Miss Mitchell’8 
third-rate story. B’ut who am I to 
argue with people who’va already fig- 
ur’ed their box-office “take” will be 
at lnmt P20.00.000? That much 
money can ‘be’ Gong only with CX- 
centric8 like myself. The picture’8 
ideology disgusted me-and the his- 
torical and social background8 of this 
movie are important and not merely 
incidental.’ The whole mess is nothing 
more than subtle (and at times ob- 
vious) propaganda for the slave 
“civilization” of the old, and happily 
dead, South. 
Scarlett’s 

I wasn’t shocke’d al;i 
legalized whoring 

Rhett’s lying around a fancy house, 
but I was deeply shocked by the 
story’s deep, rotten, social immorality. 
One mi’ght as well ask a civilized 
person to sit through a four-lhour de- 
fense of the horror8 of the Spanish 
Inquisition. Tv 1isLen to Miss 
Mitchell’8 insulting arguments one 
gets the idea (if he didn’t know any 
better) that> slavery was a pleasant, 
rather quaint, humane, kindly, mu- 
tually ennobling institution. If  this 
yarn is true, then Abraham Lincoln 
was the leader of a movement to 
crush an aristocratis, esthetic, ro- 
mant,ic civilization instead of being 
the driving force that struck the 
chains from several million chattel 
slaves. “Gone With the Wind” is 
trash. Its love interest is boring. Its 
pi&w-e of the lives and characters of 
the slaves is an insult to the Negroes. 
Why, this picture would have US 
leave with the impression that chattel 
saaverv was a beautiful. charming 

Al yon show many- times in your vol- 
umes of questions and answers. Mnaso- 
lini and the Vatican reached an accord 
which ties up Catholicism with Italian 
Fascism as tight as a drum. But you 
haven’t shown how successful this is 
with the masses. Do the Italian people 
f$irl;r themselves to return to the 

Early in Felbruary, 1940, the Arch- 
bishon of Palermo, Italv. issued a 
Lent& nasboral v&ich r&x-ted that 
“68 percent of Italian8 fa’ll to attend 
mass on the holidays of the Church 
and only 12 percent of the men re- 
ceive communion during the Easter 
season.” That gomes to show how 
much Ikaly really is Catholic. And 
that’s after years in whisch the Vati- 
can has been given an absolute mo- 
noaolv on religion throughout the 
country, in whGh Freethought. pub- 
lications and meetings have heen sup- 
messed. in whioh the uriests have 
been given complete control over pub- 
lic education, and in which the Cath- 
olic Church is aclcepted as a legal 
branch of the State. I’m sure that 
Palemro i,s no exception. In fact, 
when one goes t,o the larger commun- 
i,ties-sulch as Rome, Milan, Naples 
and Venice-one has a right to ex- 
pect the influen#cs of the Church to 
be even smaller. It’s ?mportant to 
bear in mind that when t!m Italians 
in the eommunitv covered bv the 
Lenten pa&oral react so unfavorably 
to attendinlg mass on the holidays of 
the Church-and to receiving commun- 
ion they arc risking the dangera af 

thing,” which the slaves ’ themselves 
approved of. On this point I’ve made 
careful studies in the available docu- 

meats and books (as may be seen by 
referring to my volume8 of question8 
and answers) and I’ve shown that 
the slaves didn’t hug their chains, 
that tens of thousand8 of escaped 
slaves fought bravely with tihe Union 
force’s, that the South kept extremely 
large forces scatt,ered throughout the 
So’uth in order to patrol what we’re 
given to understand in Mis#s Mitchell’s 
&ory were a happy, easy-going, con- 
L~IILIXI people who really liked the 
idea of belonging to the South’s “fine” 
and “cultur&Y’- owners of human 
flesh. The picture is a gross libel 
from beginning to end. But, while 
it’ll make millions for its Hollywood 
owners, it won’t put a single dent in 
11~ alorious character and magna- 
cent achievements of the Great 
Emancipator. 

+ dr d, 
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eternal damnation. Even when the 
Fakst State gives the Church com- 
plete right of way it can’t. hold most 
of the people in intelle~ctual bondage. 
Imagine what would happen if the 
Italian masses were to win the right 
to discuss religion or leave it alone as 
freely as was, the case before Muss+ 
hi took control. Freevl0~11 and lib- 
eralism-the Churlch can’t t,olerate 

I them because tihey mean the end of 
the Church’s influence, 

* 4+ 9 
Recently I discussed Father Cougblin’s 
broadcasts with a rather liberal Cath- 
olic who said he disagreed with the 
priest’s politics. H.e said I shouldn’t 
criticize his Church on account of 
Coughlin because it has absolutely no 
control over what he says by way of the 
radio. Please comment. 

The statement is ridi’culous. The 
Catholic Church is responsiible for 
awry word utter& by Coughlin (in- 
cluding all his numeromus lies). His 
radio addresses hav’e the official en- 
dorsement of the hierarchy, because 
the board of censors passes upon 
Coughlin’s advance manuscript, which 
must be submitted and approved be- 
fore the priest can deliver his broad- 
cast. However, the Church, which 
knows that Fasloism is &ill unpopular 
in this country, and only the less &I- 
caited portion of the population is 
susc~eptilb,le to anti-Semit,ic propagan- 
da, hides its approval of Coughlinism 
by resortirg to all kinds, of subter- 
fuge,s. As Rabbi Stephen S. Wise 
said recently: 

“If the Catholic Church had not 
insisted on standing by in silence, 
Father Coughlin and his Christian 
Fronters could not have risen to 
threaten tolerance nn,d dermry." 

Dr. Leo’H. Lehmann, an authority 
on the Catiholic Church and hiimself 
an ex-priest after years in the 
Church, carries Rabbi Wise’s discus- 
sion a point further, as follows: 

“The Catholic Church steps aside 
and saya lhat Fr. Coughlin speaks 
not as a priest but as a private 
citizen. B’ut let any one, including 
the Department of Justice, attempt 
to hdld him accountable to the law 
of the land as any other citizen, and 
the Church will use all its intluence 
to obstruct the way. 

“Nine-tenths of Fr. Coughlin’s 
prestige is based on the fact that he 
has the Church’s approval. Catho- 
lics know this. They know that he 

would be forbidden to approach a 
micraphune lf the Church disap- 
proved of his work and methods. If 
he were a mere layman, not one out 
of ten of his present listeners 
would have supported him from the 
very start. It ‘was his Roman collar 
that fascinated his vast audience of 
Irish Catholics and made them be- 
lieve that he must be sincere and 
speak the truth.” 

Recently Cardinal Villeneuve, of 
Canada, gave the world a neat illus- 
tration of how the Roman Catholic 
Chur,ch cracks down on any priest’s 
ob.iection%ble political, economic or 
social ideas. On February 7, 1940, 
the United Press s’ent out’ a story 
telling how the cardinal “strfctly for- 
bade any m,emlber od the Catholic 
clergy to give his name to the ~,up- 
port of Premier Aberhard’t’s Social 
Credit, defenders or organizations or 
lo altend So’cial Credit meetings.” 
Social Credit is looked upon by the 
Church as a form of economic ltberal- 
ism and is therefore pure heresy. 
But trhe same cardinal doesn’t put a 
quietus on his pries’ts in East.ern 
Canada who devote all or part of 
their lime to promoting Fascism and 
anti-Semitism, the reactionary moveL 
ment being strong in that part of 
Canada. Thus, priests can be made 
to lay off when somet.hing even ap- 
pears to ‘be liiberal and progressive 
while they are permitted and en- 
couraged to participate in propagan- 
da for Fascism and race-baiting. The 
Catholfc C!hurch in Canada isn’t sub- 
ject to different di&pline from that 
found in the Church in our country. 
Thus, if nothing is done or said Fa- 
t,her Coughlin, his Fascism, his anti- 
Semitism arid his direct-action storm- 
troopers known as Clhristian Front- 
ers, it’s because the Catholic Church 
looks on them with approval. Only 
recently I had my attention called to 
a press dispatlch which told of a 
Chriat,ian Front mass meeting in 
Brooklyn, in whir& it was reported 
that “those present were urged to buy 
Father Coughlin’s Social Justice ar,d 
the Nazi Bund’s of&Gal publieationa.” 
The same report added that “an- 
nouncement was made of a m&s to be 
said in. a near-by Catholic Church for 
the intent,ion of the parents of the 
17 indicted Christian Fronters”-the 
“intention,” no doubt, being that, in 
the words of Dr. Lehmann, “they 
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would be freed to blow up the Cameo 
Theater and Jewish so’cial centers.” 
As my readers kn,ow, Father Cough- 
lin organized tihe Christ.ian Front and 
i’s therefore responsiible for the con- 
spiracy to rob US. arsenals, accumu- 
late arms and ammunition, conspire 
to destroy the Am’erican government 
and set up a Fas,cist-Catholic regime. 
These 17 dupes of Father Coughlin, 
at this writinjg, ar’e in jail, prisoners 
of the U.S. goverment. My reader 
mentions the fact that the Catholic 
with whom he talked is something of 
of a liberal. I f  that’s so, then it’s cer- 
tain that Father Coughlin has no use 
for him, because he looks on liberal 
Catholilcs as subjebcts of attack and 
scorn. When the Catholic, Frank 
Murphy, was appointed to t.hc Su- 
preme Court, Father Coughlin used 
his magazine to attack him, mainly 
because he is liberal-minded and not 
an anti-Semite. In the February 6, 
1940, issue? Social Justice says Mnr- 
phy and hberal Catholic priests are 
in the “Jewish Front,” and that 
Murphy was paid by the Jews t,o 
speak against race&aiting and anti- 
Semitism. Says Coughlin: “The Jews 
have in Murphy a cos,tly pearl.” All 
this means that Fascism and hate- 
mongering are alocepted as “normal” 
mpresaions of Catholici~sm, but that 
lilberalism, toleranlce, progressiveness, 
and democracy are things of the devil. 
Recently t,he newspapers were filled 
with many news stories from Wash- 
insgton, where the Archbishops and 
Bishops of the National C’atholic Wel- 
fnre wnrke’d ant a plan for “Organized 
Catholic Social Justice in the United 
States.” Aiming at our liberal Consti- 
tut.ion, whi’ch must b’e amended to 
take care of the reactionary demands 
of the Catholic Clhurch, the plan sup- 
ports the idea of medieval “Guilds” 
or “Corporations,” as the State is 
called in Catholic-Fascist Italy, 
France’s Spain and Portugal. In 
short, the hierarchy has already gone 
on retcord as f.avoring a Canholic- 
Fascist State, and as its ideas are 
the same as those expounded by Fa- 
ther Coughlin ancl doesn’t hnva to he 
smart to reach the obvious conclusion 
tha,t Coughlinism and Catholicism are 
one and the same thing. Therefore, 
it’s childish to t.alk about Coughlin 
as beinq a private citizen who says 
things that the Churqh has no con- 

trol over. When the 17 Christian 
Fronters were first arrested by the 
FBI on the charge of sedition against 
our government, Father Coughlin 
rushed to the radio and shouted de- 
fiance at Uncle Sam and boasted, “I 
stand by the accused.” The hiararchy 
wanted-him to’ say that, b’ecause the 
higher clergy also stand by the ac- 
cused. Oth’erwise. how explain the 
fact that. the entire oficial- press of 
the Catholic Church defended the 
Christian Fronters and attacked the 
government for arresting them. The 
o’nly ‘exception I know of is a weekly 
magazine published by Catholic LAY- 
MEN The Commonweal, which en- 
ragedthe hierarchy by printing the 
followinn : 

“Fs&e.r Coughlin, The Brooklyn 
Tablet, Social Justice and their 
many abettors and sympathizers 
must bear the direct responsibility 
for the plight of these seventeCxx 
young men . . .” 

The facts show t,hat not only are 
the Catholic Church and Father 
pa;$$n working to win converts’ to 

and anti-Semitism. but 
they’re alctually resorting to organiza- 
tional work with a view to establish- 
ing a private milit.ary force that will 
be able to overthrow our democratic 
inskitutions. should it bwome strong 
enough for effective campaigns of 
direlct action. Yes, these Catholic 
Fascists aren’t just .playing at Fasc- 
ism. They m’ean business. And Fa- 
ther Coughlin is t,heir leader, spokes- 
man and strategist. 

4 4 4 
Why does Hitler refuse to permit for- 
eign correspondents to enter the part 
of Poland he occupied? 

Hitler doesn’t want impartial, can- 
did reporters in Poland because 
they’ll get word to the worl’d of 
what’s happening there. The slaught- 
er goes on daily, the mass-‘murders 
being handled by Hitler’s SS t,roops, 
s:pelcfalists in terror and extermina- 
tion. The whomle bu.siness is an orgy 
of sadism. German-held Poland is 
reekinp with the blood of Poles and 
J.YYVs.. The Vatican recentl?/ issued 
documents from Polish priests in 
which Hitler’s pogroms against 
priests anld Polish citizens were de- 
scribed. There isn’t the slightest 
doubt that these murders happened 
3s desqribed, In another Vatican do@ 
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ument, released on March 7, 1940, by 
a source close to the secretariat of 
State, further incidents are cited as 
being “characteristic,” according to a 
report published in The New York 
Times the following day. Jews long 
converted to the Cat.holic Church are 
treated with the sa,me cruelty accord- 
ed to Jews who have refused to sur- 
render their faith. The Vat&an tells 
of one isncident (alsmost too horrible 
to print) which took pla’ce after a 
Warsaw policelnan had been killed. 
The Jew who is s’upposed to have 
committed the set took refuge in a 
house, which the police surrounded. 
Fifty-three inhabi’tants were arrested 
and taken to the Fortress of Warsaw 
and divided into three groups. The 
Times report continues : 

“Those in the first group were 
ordered to ‘dig their graves, and 
after they were execute’d those in 
the second group were forced to 
bury them and then dig their own 
graves. The third group in turn 
ha,d to bury the second and then 
prepare their own graves. The offl- 
cers then addressed them and an- 
nounced that since they were the 
last survivors they would have the 
honor of being interred by German 
soldiers-which was done immedi- 
ately after their execution.” 

The Nazis, shortly actor then* mur- 
ders, called in the leaders of the Jew- 
ish community, says the Times, “and 
told them they were keeping the 53 
persons as hostages and would exe- 
cute them unless 300,000 zlotys were 
paid. The money was raised and 
tamed owr t.o thhp N,azin, whereupon 
it was announced that the 53 Jews 
had already been executed. The Nazi 
authorities added that every provoca- 
tion would be paid for by the ar- 
rest of 1,000 Jews.” The same report 
adds that at Pabianice nine Jewish 
men and one woman were shot for 
not having saluted the Nazi flag. At 
Co10 217 were whipped in puiblic for 
having sought to satisfy their hunger 
by seizing food. Space IimitatZons 

forbid even a summary of the great 
number of reports leaking out .of 
Poland which show what happens 
when the Nazi’s obtain control of a 
defeated and h$plp rople. 

Editor: I’d like to remark, concern- 
ing that statement of yours to ‘Beware 
of any writer who can’t express hia most 
ditllcult thoughts in simple words,” that, 

after all, there are thoughts that are 
not even difficult which neverthelemvLler 
because of their specialized nelure, re- 
quire complex words for expression. In 
one view your way of saying it iS too 
categorical (is that an unsimple word, 
and if so, what other one would fit quite 
as precisely?); it could mean t’hat Wo 
must limit ourselves forever to a kin- 
dergarten vocabulary. In another V~QW 
it’s too inexact-what are “slmple 
words”? Simplicity, like everything 
else, i,s relative: what’s simple to You 
may be beyond the grasp of another. If 
there were not certain places in our 
expression of ideas where a particular 
word, and that one alone, most neatly 
and precisely fits we would not need 
to arrange them all in a ponderous book 
along with a systematic method of con- 
veying accurate ideas about pronuncia- 
tion, elaborate exulanations as to 5ne 
differences in shades of meaning, etc. 
In a word, we wouldn’t have that 
astoundingly e5lcient vehicle for con- 
veying ideas: language. So I would 
rather say it this way: Beware of anY 
writer who expresses any thought, how- 
ever difilcult, in words lqjvs simple than 
the occasion requires. 
Maplewood, MO. C. A. LANG 

+B 4+ +s 
Please comment on tho enclosed clip- 
ping, headed “Atheists Peresouted in 
U.S., Red Paper Charges.” 

According to an AP dispatch from 
Moscow, March 11, 1949,. Godless, the 
main organ of t.he Militant Atheist 
League, charged that Atheism is per- 
secuted in the United States, adding: 

“The much-praised American ‘re- 
ligioua freedom’ finds expression 
only in giving citizens freedom to 
choose a church which will deceive 
and rob them, but an open break 
with religion is persecuted.” 

I don’t know of a sin l&a+;y;$ 
who is being persecuted 73 
his rejection of supernaturalism. 
Even Robert G. Ingersoll, who wrote 
and lectured when orthodoxy was 
much stronger than it is in these 
more rationalistic times, never was 
persecuted. True, he was attacked by 
relilgious leaders, lied about, and 
slandered, but such reactions are to 
be expected from the pious. Under 
cur BiTI of Rights supporters of 
Theism have every right to attack 
an&Theism, in the same way that 
Atheists have every right to write 
or speak on why they reject the Go& 
idea. I have published hundreds of 
books on Freethought and am yet to 
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too,kqersFecited for this educational 
such a prograrm is un- 

popular wi’th the obxurantists and 
t,hey do a lot of squawking, buJ;ut’ they 
can’t c,all in the pohce and have their 
critics clubbed and jailed. True, a 
few of o’ur States (including-Massa.- 
chusetts and New Jersey) have anti- 
hlnsphemy laws that are hangovers 
from the Dark Ages of American 
bigotry, but they haven’t been en- 
forced more than onice or twice in the 
last. half century, each time without 
success. Atheists aren’t popular, by 
no ‘means, but they aren’t being per- 
secuted. 

Editor: Your observations in the lit- 
tle restaurant remind me of some of my 
own: the fellow who newer drinks his 
coffee any other way than black but 
who, because the sugar is free, shovels 
it into his cup till he has a syrup that 
he alr~tu~l has 10 chew in urder to get 
it down; also the one who leaves a 
quarter of a cup of a saturated solu- 
tion of sugar to sweeten the dish-water. 
I’m so malicious that I never fail to 
pray for a terrible bellyache for both 
of them. And how about the women 
who “feel” all the apples, pears, 
peaches and melons in the self-serve 
stores and then don’t buy any at all? 
Then there’s the fellow who leaves his 
“ring” in the wash basin, or who doesn’t 
draw the plug at all and sometimes 
even leaves the water running; or the 
one who ordinarily doesn’t wash his 
hands more than once a day hut who, 
because paper towels are free, washes 
both before and after urinating and 
then throws half of the 10 towels he 
wastes beside the can provided for 
them; also there’s the pest who clog6 
the toilet with hla matches and ex- 
ceasive toilet paper and then crabs at 
the management when the place floods 

but why go OS? Of course I guess 
y&‘ve heard the one about the yokel 
who, upon being questioned about wil- 
fully unwin,ding a whole roll of toilet 
paper on the floor, complained bitterly 
about the stupidity of the guy who SO 
carefully would wrap ug such a short, 
slick, hollow and good-for-nothing cob! 

READER 
* a * 

Have you been taking in any movies? 
Yes. Here are some: GWTW, trash. 

Northwest Pussage, poor entertain- 
ment, a oop of a pie. The Shop 

R Around t e Corner, charming. MMica 
and Men, dramatic, powerful, memor- 
able. Dr. Ehrlich’s Mugio Bullet 
stirring, moving, and acted wonder- 

fully (with brilliant performances by 
Edward G. Robinson, Ruth Gordon, 
and everyone else in the cast, imlud- 
inq a German, whose name escapes 
me, who did a marvelous jab as Dr. 
Koch). My Little Chickadee, fair en- 
tertainment, whi’ch would have been 
mumch better if the Hays, smut-shoop- 
ers would let Mae West and W. G. 
Fields wiggle loose a little. The 
Fsig.hting 69th, pure sloip. His Girl 
Friday, which is The Front Page 
warmed over, with all the vitamins 
boiled out. I Take This Woman, one 
of the wo’rst in many years, even 
though Hedy Lamarr’s nice to look at 
and competent Spenlcer Tra’cy works 
like a horse trying to turn ham into 
a rump steak, The Great Victor Her- 
bert, dull and painful. Strange Cargo, 
a poopy pit. 

Editor: In an effort to test gnbllc 
opinion on the controversial matter of the 
lethal gas chamber method of execution, 
a local daily paper asked its readers 
this question: “If (heaven forbid) YOU 
faced execution, which method would 
you prefer?” I believe it is significant 
that my following answer was entitled 
“T,hia Week’s Rest Letter”: 

“Only for the sake of argument (of 
course) would I prefer the lethal gas 
chamber to the other methods of legal- 
iae.d murder. According to come wit- 
nesses, the ‘gas’ killing is ‘horrible,’ and 
I suppose electrocution, hanging, etc., 
are rather mild in comparison. 

“However, the basic principle of one 
evil is the same as the others. All 
capital punishment, regardless of meth- 
od, is contrary to the principle involved. 
How can one murder be juetifiad by 
another? How can society condemn 
murder as criminal. and then jlustify 
the same as punishment or barbaric 
vengeance, tu put it crudely? 

“Indeed. society claims the right to 
commit the very crime it condemns.” 
Snokane. Wash. ROBERT SLOCUM 

Do you object to the United States being 
followed by a nlural verb? 
Yes, emphatically. The British are 
the worst offenders. We never say 
“the United States are” Another 
thing I don’t like (and here again the 
British are ‘the worst offenders) is 
the bad habit of referring to our 
country as “the States,” without the 
“United.” When we wish to speak 
of the States as individual units or 
to their relations one with another, 
we correctly speak of the States, but 
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when we speak of the country as a 
whole WC invariaibly use the complete 
name, and invariably in the singular. 
Another thing I don’t like (and here 
our Congressmen and Senators are 
tltlat;so;st offenders) is “these United 

That word “these” always 
makes me wince. Our motto, E. 
Pluribus Unum, means One from 
many. I don’t mind wh,en a Samuel 
Johnson says “I am willing to love 
all mankind, except an American,” 
so long as he doesn+t say “the United 
States are,” and I do& mind when 
an Al S,mith (in a syndicat,ed article, 
1931) says carrying an umbrella is 
foreign to American impulses, so long 

as he refrains from intoning, “these 
United States.” Wave the bloody 
shirt, don’t fire unltil you see the 
whites of their eyes, regret that you 
have but one life t’o los#e for your 
ronntry, don’t give up the shi,p, don’t 
tread on me, give millions for defense 
but not a censt for Mbute, make cot- 
ton kind again if you must, let all 
be quiet along the Potoma8c, fight it 
out. on this line if it takes all Surm- 
mer, damn the torpedoes, ho’ld the 
fort, rem~miher the Maine, demand 
Psrdiscaris alive or Raisuli dead, 
never sell this country short, go into 
a fringe of Belleau Wood crying 
“Come on you so,ns of bitches! Do you 
want to live forever?” but always 
draw the line at “The United States 
are” or “these United States.” 

“Your remark about the atimulating 
effect on your kidneys of some urgent 
writing amuueri me because I recalled 
that I have only to start what promises 
to be a prolonged search for some half- 
forgotten object in a dusty attic corner 
and, sure as fate, a pressing engage- 
ment with my bowels results.“-C. A. 
Lang, Maplewood, MO. 

What did you think about the now 
defunct magazine, Whiz Bang? 

I don’t recall ever having read a 
copy. If come rcadcrs will send me a 
few issues I’liwri$2 m+y comments. 

Have you been listening to Toscanini’ 
radio concerts? 

Yes, and with gusto. However, I 
must say my delicate ear caught MV- 
era1 flaws, whisch could be remedied 
if the one and only Art.uro wouId 
ltlove the third swond clarinet to 
second chair, the first chair fourth 
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clarinet 10 third chair third clarinet, 
the lhird ‘secomd trumpet, to first 
chair, and the first chair third 
trumpet to third. Otherwise every- 
thing’s okedoke. 

+s 9 * 
Can you tell me when the can-opener 
was invented? 

Tn the Mirldle ngw, wh,en t.he men 
wore tin armor, and, when they went 
away, even left their wives dressed 
in tin armor. 

* + * 
Editor: Here’s an idea evolved by my 

daughter who is a university student. 
I’ll put it in her own words: 

“Practice moderation in all 
things; moderation even in mod’era- 
tion. The person who practices 
moderation in everything but mod- 
eration doesn’t live. He doesn’t 
know what it means to feel light- 
headed from too much beer: to be 
supremely happy: to be terriblv un- 
happy: to fall violently in love: 
to eat so much good food that he’s 
sick. The person who follows the 
middle path all the time is happy 
in a dult sort of way. But who 
wants to be dull? There are several 
of the things I mentioned that I 
haven’t exnerienced yet; h,ut I hnw 
lots of time; and to get the most 
out of life things should probably 
be spread out a Mt.” 
T,here, you have it. 

READER 
* * * 

“There. is supposed to be a general 
understanding that the opinions of no 
individual should be censored because 
of his professed religion or his belitelfes 
concerning religion. However, 
opinions of those who advucale religIun 
are often published in the capitalistic 
press while opinions of those opposing 
religion are seldom pu~blished-obvious- 
ly because the arguments UP religious 
proponents are unfounded and too 
weak to’ survive the vigorous, unpleas- 
ant sting of atheistic reasoning. Re- 
ligious belief is so feeble that the 
Church, through pulpit, press, and 
purse, Ands difficulty in keeping it in 
the minds of even the most unthinking. 
Because athelstlc opinions provoke 
thought, t?ney are censored in the in- 
terest of protecting and preserving 
organized religion-clearly demonstrat- 
ing the moral and intell~ectual weakness 
of religious beliefs.“-Robert Slocum, 
Spokane, Wash. 

‘? received my 19 vola. of ‘Questions 
and Answers,’ and spent a most enjoy 
able evening giving them the once-over 
Reing human, I can’t agree in every re- 
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spect, but I find plenty of good logie 
in most of the answers. I like your 
style of indexing, which makes it easy 
to find what I am looking for, Anyone 
who can’t get full value from this set 
of books just doesn’t like his-answers 
straight and above-board.“-Richard 
Smith, Okla. 

+s + a 
Dots the avcraprc worlcingmon in the 
Soviet Union enjoy a decent standard 
of living? 

During many years, in discussing 
so’cial conditions in the Soviet Union, 
I asked my readers to be patient 
about the situation of the Russian 
toilers, my point being that such 
faults could be remedied in time. (I 
refer particularly t.0 the articles in 
the early volumes. of my questions 
and answers, of which there are, at 
this writing, a total of 19.) But, the 
revolution is more than 20 vears old 
and one has a right to e.xpra~, can- 
did criticism, especially when the re- 
uorts. from reliable sources. are so 
appalling. Not only have t.he’workera 
surrendered all their rights to the 
dictator and mass-murderer, Stalin, 
not only have they aacepted slavery, 
insecurity, misery and terror, but 
they don’t even get a full belly for 
their toil. Leon Jouhaux, secretary, 
French Confederation of Labor, de- 
bunks Stalin’s propaganda whilc#h 
aims to paint Russia as the “workers’ 
fatherland,” the land where labor is 
free and happy. The facts are 
astonishing, when compared with 
what a French worker gets for his 
wages. You see, I’m not comparing 
purchasing power oif an hour of labor 
in Russia with an hour of labor in 
the U.S. Jouhaux repomrts that., ac- 
cording to the figures compiled by 
Walter Citrine, the British lalbor 
leader, the Russian worker must give 
two and a half hours of work in or- 
delr to earn the value of a ki,lo (equal 
to a little more than two and one- 
fift.h pounds) of whitte bread, as com- 
pared with 24 minutes for B P‘rench 
worker. I f  your answer here is that 
the Russian workers don’t buv anv 
white bread at all, depending on”black 
bread, we’ll turn to beef. which all 
workers should have, unless they hap- 
pen to be vegetarians, which is a rare 
phenomenon among manual workers. 
We find here that-a Russian worker 
has to toil 10 hours and 43 minutes 
in order to be aMe t.o buy two and 

one-f&h pounds of beef, as against 
910 minutes for a B’rench worker. The 
rest of the list of essentials is com- 
parable to the figures just quoted, 
and even where workers are given 
somewhat different qu,alifications the 
differences are enormous and dis- 
heartening. As for housing, the aver- 
age worlter hns to live with his etn- 
tire fam’ilv in a single room. the swell 
al?artment houses being rose&d for 
specialists, technicians, foremen, and 
sneciallv aualifield workers. The old 
theory bif *Lenin, that the “wages of 
an oficial should not exceed those of 
a good worker, ” has been thrown into 
the ,ashcan. Stalin has established 
class differences among the people, 
giving to technicians luxuries com- 
par&le to those enjoyed by a capi- 
talist (w,ith walges running up to 
2,,500 r’oubles per month) and set- 
tmg the wages of the averape in- 
dividual among the toiling milIione 
at 125 ro&les per month, from which 
deductions are made amounting to 
from 15 to 20 percent., whilch are to 
pay for “social services” which go 
usually to the favored workers and 
exuerts, not to the average man. 
These so-called “so’cial servbces” don’t 
even begin to appro’alch th,ose avail- 
able in capitalistiac countries. Thus, 
the Russian masse have bee11 forced 
to accept slavery without the full 
stomachs enjoyed by human chattels 
in earlier ‘periods of hi.story. And 
this monstrous thing is actually 
brazen eno’ugh to call itself “S’ocial 
mm”! 

“I suppose your Sunday morning ex- 
perience with the radio has happened 
to everybody. Th e idea of radio ecema 
to be that you can take God or go to 
hell on Sunday. I often tune in just to 
satisfy my morbid curiosity as to what’s 
going on in the spirit world. You can 
get anything from the illiterate hysteria 
of a Fundamentalist to t#he profound in- 
tellectual mush of Dr. Harry E. Fosdick. 
I’ersonally, I find Daddy Coughlin quite 
diverting. Last Sunday he began his 
address thus: ‘Ladies and gentlemen 
and friends-.” A nice distinction I call 
it. Today (March 3) he made the startl- 
ing assertion that Russia’s leaders are 
now coming out for religion. Well, who 
knows, perhaps that explains the holy 
crusade they’re engaged in at present. 
Perhaps Stalin has been taking spiritual 
lessons from his partner, Hitler, who 
has so effectively enlisted the aid of 
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God. Charles E. Coughlin, D.D. (Dir- 
Denser of Drivel) lamented the fact 
that a new Lhumanitarian religion’ is 
threatening to replace the old ‘super- 
natural religion’ of our fathers. How 
tragic1 Cerkly, the old ‘supernatural 
religion’ could never he accused of the 
crime of humanitarianism.“-Dean 
Mumv, Kans. 

I have been following your writings on 
Socialism for more than 20 years, with 
special attention to your articles on this 
subject in the volumes of questions and 
answers issued during the past seven or 
eight years., You write hundreds of 
pieces dealing factually with the Soviet 
Umon, but you frequently (almost al- 
ways) qualify your own Socialism with 
the assertion that you oppose the Bol- 
shevism that insists on the socirliza- 
tion of all the means of production, dis- 
tribution and exchange. I wish you 
would explain your attitude a little 
mcwc fully? How csn a Socialist ndmin- 
btration be selective about capitalistic 
Property, socializing this an,d letting 
that remain under private ownership? 

Placing demo’cracy on an equal 
level with Socialism (I don’t want 
one without the other, for freedom is 
a’s impnrtant as bread) my writings 
alwavs LWEPZ that socialization be lim- 
it.ed stri,ctiy to the large-scale indus- 
tries, utilities, monopolized natural 
resources, and the like. This is just 
the opposite of the Russian idea, 
where everything has been socialized 
-from a pair of shoe-strings to a 
power plant. I consider this t,he basic 
error in the economy of the Soviet 
Union, as I’ve shown numerous times 
in tire volumes of questions and an- 
swers referred to by my correspond- 
ent. When the entire economic, finan- 
cial, commercial and other resources 
of a country are put into the hands 
of the government you bring about a 
concentration of power that can re- 
sult in only one condition-totalitar- 
ianism. And that’s the trouble with 
Stalinland. It’s a slave-pen, because 
the State is everything. Karl Marx, 
you may recall, said that with social- 
ization th’e St.ate will “wither away.” 
History shows the opposite to be true. 
Instead of withering away, the State 
becomes more powerful than ever, 
with greater strength to enslave, ex- 
plait. and terrorize the people. It’s 
easier to preserve democracy and 
freedom In a State that tolerates 
private initiative in the fields of 
small-scaIe industry, rctaiIing, manu- 

facture agriculture, and so forth. 
And it’s better economy t.o let such 
enterprises remain in private hands, 
for, after all, the State, through it’s 
power o’f taxation and ’ controi; can 
always keep such business establish- 
ments from enslaving the people or 
tolerating growing abuses t.hat work 
against the economic, political and so- 
cial interests of the consumers. When 
Socialism degenerates into-a system 
in which the State cwns evervthiner 
that’s engaged in production, &strg 
but.ion or exchange you are building 
the foundations of Red fascism-and 
that, I insist, -is what Russia has 
today. The people belong to the gov- 
ernment (Stalin) whereas d.emocratic 
Socialism insists that the government 
shall belong to th’e people. If  the 
Soviet Union had socialized only 
large-scale business that consists of 
monopolies or near-monopoRes, the 
people generally would have retained 
enough economic power to create a 
foundation for democratic influence. 
There are perhaps 40,000,OOO or 50,- 
000,000 adults in Russia today who 
are of practically no use to the com- 
munitv because thw can’t. f  uIl,cLiou 
under-a Stat’e in whi%h every form of 
property is socialized. How much bet- 
ter wnuld it have been fox all con- 
cerned if their ‘energies bad been 
freed for the purpose of creating and 
distributing goods for the people. 
They would have made a profit at 
such work? Yes, but what harm 
would that, have done anvone. esoe- 
rially the consumers who are in dire 
need of consumers’ goods? Such pri- 
vately owned projects wodd have con- 
tributed to the State in ordinary and 
income taxes, ad would have paid 
for social services, along the lines of 
unemployment insuranlce, old alge 
peesions, h,ealth insurance, and the 
like, and all ‘such things would have 
operated in the direction of an OC- 
cupied, busy, product,ive, enterprising, 
pruspsruus economy. The State 
should be nermitte’d to socialize a 
servi’ce or an industry only when its 
private ownership works against the 
be,st interests of the community. But, 
as I said aibove, when we socialize 
eve&thing from tinv businesses tmo 
giant truits we crea’te a State that 
i’s above and beyond the reach of the 
masses, and that re,sults in the loss 
of democracy and freedom. SociaIism 



E. Haldeman-Julius 61 

isn’t worth a penny if it entail’s sur- 
render of democracy. Max Eastman 
says in his “Stalin% Russia. and the 
Crimsis in Socialismz” “If life is to 
have dignity and richness, the prin- 

. ciples of freedom and indivi~dualism 
must be preserved.” As Mr. Eastman 
writes, democrat,ic ways “should be 
regarded not as a step to transcend 
but as a foundation to build upon.” 
I’ve been teaching that philossophy 
for 30 years, for I vaw decades ago 
that iL wo~uld be rlutbimg mcme than 
economic dictatorship if the State 
were to be made the owner of all the 
property in the community, omitting, 
of course, personal items which don’t 
enter into this discussion at all. I 
have always insisted that Socialism 
can be built on democratic founda- 
tions. If  it can’t, t1en Socialism 
would be a curse to humanity, as 
Stalin&m and Hitlerism are curses 
today. Democrat:ic Socialism must 
always insist that total governmental 
ownership of industry, etc., shall be 
avoided like the plague. The ideal of 
democratic Sociali’sm isn’t so#mething 
new. It’s been here ever since the 
toiline: masses saw the hints of a so- 
cial order in which the body’s needs 
shall be cared for and t.he mind’s 
rights respected and honored. 

4 * 4 
“Now that the stories issue has been 

uettld as definitely by your family o 
%ions, righteous, pure-minded, right 
thinking, respectable subscribers’ (ths 
line always gives me a laugh) I won’ 
want to keep harping on it but would 
like to take a few parting shots. First 
to my prejudiced eye the May isauc i 
postively the best one you’ve done yet 
Like Lincoln you’ve got the ‘Now tha 
reminds me of a story habit.’ Your 
Idea of sprinkling the anecdotes out in 
the body of the paper is excellent 
Makes the story all the more agreeable 
as it has the element of surprise and 
provides contrast to the ‘heavy stufP 
where most needed. Please appoint m 
worshipper No. 2 of the immortal guy 
who uttered that profound wisdom, ‘I 
can’t go and leave her behind alone! 
Henceforth he is my patron saint”- 
Richand E. Greene, Cola. 

4 4 4 
Is there any evidence to support ‘the 
popular sapeistition that “13” is an un- 
lucky number? 

This superstitfola co&inu,es to in- 
fluenee millions of peonle, despite the 
fact there ianY a 5bhred of evidenc~e to 
shdw them’s any fadtxd btis fQ the 

belief. As my readers know, many 
large hotels in New York Cit .;x$ 
elsewhere have no 13th floor. CT 
the Iargest hotels in the worId (near 
5th Ave. and 42nd St., N.Y.C.) has 
60 floors in use, but the 13th isn’t 
rented t,o the public. Instead the hotel 
management uses the 13th floor for 
its orwn executive, adminis.trative and 
aacounting departments, and as the 
estaiblishment is one of the most profi- 
table in the hotel wo’rld one could say 
(using t,he same logic of those who 
consider the number unlmzky) that 
13 is really lucky. Many large cor- 
porations which own widely-known 
skyscrapers frequently use the 13th 
floor for their own bns,iness offices, 
and an examination of their dividend 
rCpOrt6 would warrant the conclusion 
that 13, so far as they’re concerned, 
isn’t at all unlucky. But such argu- 
me&, can’t straighten out the mind 
of a person who lets his reason fly 
away when faced with certain num- 
ber said to be unlucky. Superstitions 
die hard. 

4 4 + 
“You should have added to your re 

marks about the Massachussetts lad wh 
always feels impcllod to write you a 
Ietter when he reads The Freeman 6ha 
he shouldn’t stop there; he should write 
that letter; that it’s letters that ar 
the atnff of life to you.“--C. A. L., MO 

4 4 4 
Wan Ibsen a Freethinker? 

Henrick Itisen, the great Norweb 
gian dramatist (1828-1906) was a 
IXe-long Agnos,tic. In a Ietter to 
Georg Brandes, in 1871, he wrote, 

“all religion will fall.” All his plays 
show a Ptern, severe regard for the 
realities of life and complete rejec- 
tion of illusions. 

“Are you still for Roosevelt for a 
third term despite the fact that he’s 
started this traiiic with the Roman 
Church whose execrableness no one un 
derstands better than you? I’m not. I’ve 
been willing all along to give him Eull 
credit for everything of social benefit 
that he has managed to get done. When 
we view the desperate need that existed 
and for that matter still exiets, what 
hai been done really isn’t too much 
Considerfng, however, the preponder 
anee of economically-illiterate Congress 
men whom we idiots elected to work 
with him, doubtless we got all we have 
a right to expect. But to see him now 
l&e any cheap, ward-heeling council 
nian, opedf .falI in with the devili& 
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schemes of this pack of ancient spools 
raisers . . . that'; too much. I turn my 
back in revulsion.‘-Reader. 

4 4 4. 
Was Clemenceau a Materialist? 

Georges Clemenceau, the French 
statesma?,. was anti4erical all his 
life, wrltlng much against religion 
a.nd the c’hurrh, especially the Roman 
Catholic Church. I think it would be 
a little more accurate to call him an 
Agnostic, though I’m sure he wou18dn’t 
turn over in his grave if you pinned 
on him the label of Materialist. He 
osft’en spoke and wr0t.e in praise of 
Rationalism. He rejectebd Christian- 
ity and all forms o,f Theism, even the 
mildest. 

4 4 4 
Is it a Pact that all biographer8 of lba 
great Goethe were Jews? 

Practically so. And this applies 
not only t,o b’iographers hut interpret, 
ers as well, including the great Dan- 
ish critimc., Georg Brandes. Here’s a 
partial list of “non-Aryan” author- 
ities on Goethe’s life an’d works: 
Creizenach, Baandes, M’orris, Geiger, 
Meyer, Simmel, Gundolf and Biel- 
schowski. 

4 4 4 
“You forgot Heywood Broun when you 

suggested a spirit ambassador &J th 
court of Eugenin Pacelli.“-Render. 

4 4 4 
“It must be admitted that in its blast 

against public education the Jesni 
“America’s” statement that “one heresy 
breeds another,” is the happy truth.“- 
Reader. 

4 4 4 
IIow many kinds of ani~uala are thtrrq 
in the world? 

About 3,000,OOO. 
4 4 4 

The other day I drank a coople of 
bottles of bock beer, it being a beautiful 
Spring day-perfect bock weather. We 

!  got into an argument about the brew- 
several of us drinkers-and none of us 
could agree on what the concoction 
really i,s. One said the brewers always 
rlenn their vat# and pipes in the Spring, 
at which time they remove great quan- 
tities of a syrupy goo, which is put UP 
for the bock trade. Another said the 
picture o.p the goat on tho aim outside 
meana that some urine from goats is 
used for flavoring. Another aaid it’s 
a beer that’s mixed with a little mo- 
lasses, which gives it its dark brown 
color, sweet taste, and extra thickness. 
What are the facts? 

As an &l and enthashtic bock 

drinker, I can say you’re all wrong, 
especially the one who brought in the 
g&at for- reasons other than-pictorial. 
Bock beer is heavier, stron,ger and 
sweeter than ordinary ‘beer. It’s 
brewed in late Fall and aged for 
about, 120 days, longer if convenient. 
Bock contains less hops, and more 
malt than ordinary beer, the latter 
being agted only between 60 and 90 
days. The quality of the ingredients 
in bock beer are the same as in 
ordinary beer. The difference results 
from the proportions of ingredients 
and the length of time allowed to age 
the drink. In these days of modern, 
scientific refrigeration, bock beer 
could be made the year around, but 
trarlition is s:n strong that it would be 
considered s#omething of an offense 
asgainslt the Great Gawd Beer if bock 
were brought out at any time other 
t.han Saring. Tradition rules with an 
iron grip. As for the history of bock, 
the Brewers Board of Trade slays it’s 
been brewed for 2,000 years, going 
back t’o Maertzian beer, “which 
Nlorthern Europeans tapped about 
the Ides of Mapch after it had aged 
during the cold seas’on.” This is the 
first time I’ve ever heard that the 
sign of the goat in front of the saloon 
during hock beer season is tinken to 
mean that the animal’s urine is used 
in the brew. I can’t imagine how such 
a story could get started, and how 
anyone could take it seriously. 
Wouldn’t we experienced, expert beer 
drinkers know after a single sip that 
the stuff had mat-,juira in it? Or 
wouldn’t we? This reminds me of a 
story th’e late Frank Harris told me 
about 15 years ago, in which a Pari- 
sian who pus,4 as LL great exaert on ’ 
wines was put to the test. He liked 
to impress everybody with his vast 
knowledge of dates, quality, fancy 
names, and t.he like, Feeling off long 
lists of tines in such a way as t’o 
give his hearers to know he was the 
world’s first authorily on this esoteric 
subject. Some club-members decided 
he was a .phony when it came to 
wines and asreed to rmt him on the ’ 
spot. During in elaborate dinner he 
talked of nothing bat this and that 
wonderful wine. At the ‘proper time, 
one of the members stepped behind a 
screen and urinated into a co&tail 
chaser. When he got. the liquid thor- 
oughly iced, he oer%+ed it In a lkauti~ 
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ful champagne glass, remarking this 
was the finest wine Picardy (or some 
other place) had produced in 50 yearv 
-exquislt.e bouquet, and all the eom- 
plicated lingo wine experts go in for. 
The great. authority accepted the pro- 
ferred glass with magnificent solem- 
nity, smelletd carefully and ghE:kE 
on its peculiar bouquet. 
drank slowly, in order to geL the full- 
,est flavor of each sip. After he had 
downed the last drop he smacked his 
lips and Inok dreamily at. the ceil- 
ing. Then he came to suddenly, 
glared at his covmpanio,ns and an- 
nounced : “Why, it% just piss!” Of 
course, I don’t vouch for this story, 
for Frank Harris was one of the 
womrld’s most incura,ble and incorri- 
gible liars. But, to get back to the 
goat, let me tell how he’s supposed 
to have come into t,he pimcture. About 
400 years ago, some brewers in Ein- 
beck, Germany, held a contest in a 
courtyard flanked by stables. The 
contest consisted of each brewer 
drinking only his competitors’ brew, 
thus assuring the man who made the 
strongest beer the privilege of re- 
maining standing last. When only 
t,wo brewers ware left stan,ding, one 
weakened, and that led the other man 
to claim he’d won. “Oh, no!” cried 
the man on the ground. “It wasn’t 
your beer that bowled’ me over. It 
was that goat from the stables that 
kicked me in the butt.” “Oh, no!” 
thundered the other, “the only goat 
that kicked you was the goat in my 
beer.” That, according to this st,ory 
(which I don’t vouch for any more 
than I do the Frank Harris yarn 
above), explains how the special beer 
came to be know;nasG%c&beer. By 
the way, bock, , means 
go’at. 

4+ * * 
Editor: Some apologists have the 

effrontery to maintain that even though 
religion might be false, a false religion 
is better than none. Fraud, deceit and 
falsehood in preference to truth, hon 
esty a’nd integrity! Such idiotic apol 
ogles could spring only from the insipid 
gray matter of a self-satisfied bigot. 

Christianity well knows that it cannot 
survive ,the powerful and devastating 
searchlight of scientific truth, else why 
the necessity for such a vast and thor 
ough network of organized censorship 
and suppression? No effort or expense 
is spared to prevent the poor, gullible 
victims from discovering the three F’s 

$‘&igion: Fallacy, Fallare and Fu 

Permit us an. equal opportunity to 
promulgate our Rationalism and Free- 
thought doctrine to the world and the 
flimsy props supporting religion’s false 
foundation will collapse. In its place 
we will ‘build a substantial,, scientific 
foundation based on truth, reason, com- 
mon sense and logic. 

A world-wide educational program on 
this basls would promote tolerance, 
justice, sympathy and kindness to all 
living creatures; honesty, unselfishness, 
tempcranee in all things, self-control 
and self-reliance. All of these precepts 
are attainable without any belief in the 
supernatural-God or Satan-without 
any silly thre#ats of hell, fire and 
damnation or vague promises of a heav- 
enly reward. Modern knowledge, as 
represented by the organized anjd clnssi- 
lied arrnngement of facts, called science, 
is the real savior of mankind. 

ROBERT G. HAYS 
* * 4 

Editor: Someone, who has heretofore 
gone through “life carrying around a lot 
of religious ballast, might venture to 
ask why, if the Rev. Rimmer was SO 
confident there are no scientific errors 
in the Bible, he did not proclaim his 
stand during the FIoyd-Rimmer trial 
orally, and reiterate his offer to pay 
the thousand smackers-instead of giv 
lln.tgeteh;,main issue the run-around. Why, 

Isn’t it clear that the Rev 
Rimme; thought his thousand smackers 
Jn jeopardy7 And that when he saw he 
was to be hailed into court reconsider 
ed and looked upon his offer as a bit 
extravagant? 
Azle, Tex, A. M. PASCHALL 

* 9 +z+ 
I’m listed as a member of a Protestant 
church, though I’m not the lea-t hit 
pious. In fact, I consider myself some- 
thing of a Freethinker, though I con- 
fess I’ve onIy begun reading up on 
Rationalism, thanks to ynur volumes of 
questions and answers. I’m in love with 
a girl who is almost as modern as I am 
in matters religious, but her parents 
are devout Catholfcs who in,sist we can 
get married only by a priest and that 
I must sign the usual prenuptial agree- 
ment. Please comment. 

Pope Pius X, on Mamh 15, 1908, 
issued the decree Ne Temere! which 
was sent to a\1 ‘bishops with mstruc- 
tions to read it in all Catholic 
Churches throughout the world. The 
decree, which went into e&z& Easter, 
1908, said if is a Imortal sin for 
Roman Catholics to be married by 
any other priest than the priest of 
t,heir parish. The decree went fur- 
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ther, saying those who violated it 
wo111n lx? nr00mm11nimtf?d. Further- 
more, they’re not to be married by a 
Protestant minister, mayor, magis- 
trate, or any other civil oficer. Such 
marriages would rb’e null and void. 
Should a Roman Catholic and a 
Pr&&ant want to get married (and 
this applies, at Ieast nominalIy, to my 
correspondent) they must obtain a 
dispensation from the bishop or the 
Pope in order to make the marriage 
valid. Both pariSes znusL sign an 
agreement t.hat children shall be 
Brought up as Roman Catholics. 
Needless to say, this nullifies the laws 
repardjng marri#a#ge in all our 48 
States. On March 19, 1908, according 
to Dr. Leo H. Lehmann, in his 
“Mined Marriages,” a letter appeared 
in The New York Tribune, which is 
quoted below, in part: 

“What is the mcnning of this 
edict from the Vatican? BY 
the laws of the State of N&’ York 
such marriages [as described in.the 
previous paragraph] are declared to 
be lawful and binding. The edict 
declares them null and void. If this 
is not .a bold attempt at nullification 
of the lawa of the Empire State. 
whfat is it? 

“In effect it decrees a#s illegiti- 
mate the matrimonial relations 
aanctioncd bv the State. brands the 
offspring as illegitimate; and by in- 
exorable logic dissolves the mar- 
riage bond in such cases without 
authority of the civil courts. A 
Catholic, after marriage to a non- 
Catholic by other than a Catholic 
priest may, under this decree, re- 
nudiate his wife and marrv another 
with the priestly blessing, on the 
ground that the first marriage had 
been declared by the Pontiff on the 
banks of the Tibor ‘null and void.’ 
. . . In these matters, which is the 
supreme law, the civil or the ecclesi- 
astical? Which is the supreme au- 
thority, the Legislature at Al- 
bany or the Conclave at Rome?” 

The pre-nuptial agreement referred 
to amnv~ is a docmnent that: should be 
studied carefully by all American& 
Knowing that few of my readers have 
ever had an opportunity to read the 
text of this agreema I am print- 
ing it below: 

I, the undersigned, being de- 
sirous of contracting marriage with 
. . . . . . ..*................... before 
a Catholic priest duly authorized by 
a special dispensation from Hia 

Grace the Archbi8shop, do promfse 
in prerence of the Reverend Father 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and of 
a.............,,, witness attending 
for that purpose, that all children 
born of my marriage with ...... 
................. .shall be baotized 
and educated in the C&h& Re- 
llgon, and moreover that I will by - 
no means whatsoever hinder or ob- 
struct the said . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . In 
the exercise of the aaid religion; I 
also promise that in the solemniza- 
tion of my marriage there shall be 
Only the Catholic ceremony. 

In testimony whereof I have sign- 
ed this document in presence of 
Reverend, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . and the 
said witness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . on this 
. . . . . . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . 19.. 

The aeeement just quoted shows 
a non-Cat,holic who sign3 it agrees 
in advance to surrender the children 
to the priests, for them ti twist and 
turn into intellectual slavery. Does 
my 8correspondent have the right to 
condemn his future children (if any 
are born) to a set. of religious ideas 
that are nothing more than the 
world’s intellelctual slcum? Has he a 
moral right to condemn his future 
children to obscurantiwm, superntatur- 
alism and superstition that will twist 
the minds of the children so that 
they will be in’capable of normal, 
h.ealthy thinking? To mc, it’s a hor- 
rble thing to ,do. Those children 
ahoul’d have the right to worship as 
they see fit,, or, if they pr’efer, reject / 
all religious’ ideologies. My advice to 
these two young people-both of them 
being pretty far away from conven- 
tional ProticnCan~iam and Roman 
Catholicism-is to exercise their 
ritght as free Ameri’can citizens and 
marry as they see fit. This is t,he con- 
cern of my correspondent and his 
sweetheart. Her parents’ shouldn’t be 
perrm?t%ed to deliver them to the 
priest and their future children to in- 
tell.ectual darknes’s. It’s plain that 
these superstitions aren’t acceptable 
to my correspondent, and yet he’s, ex- 
pected to sentence his future children 
to them. That’s wrong, no matter 
hcnw you Iook at dt. I f  this young man 
surrcndesrs to her parents’ cruel, un- 1 
reasonalble, really insane, demands, he 
brand: himself an intellectual and 
moral coward. He should assert him- 
self as. a man of honor and insist on 
the right t#o marry the girl according 
to the standqrds of decent, civilized 
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people and not according to the ig- 
norant dogmas of an instit.ution that 
is a hangover from the Dark Ages. 
Another point to remember about 
these pre-n’uptial agreements is that 
they lack legal validity, a’ccordin’g to 
Dr. Lehmann, who writes: 

On May 4, 1909, at St. Louis, 
Judge Matthew C. Reynolds hnnded 
down a decision that the agreement 
given above had no effect in law, 
and that the court would not en- 
force auoh a contract. (See St. J1ouis 
Republic, May 5, 1909.) The action 
was brought by Mr. R. R. Brewer, 
grandfather of three children left 
by the deceased Roman Catholic 
wife of Mr. Wade Cary, an Episco- 
palian. After his wife’s death, Mr. 
Cary decided to bring up his three 
children in ,his own faith. Mr. 
Brewer then brought action. In 
handing down his decision, Judge 
Reynolds said that the father W&E 
the natural guardian of his children, 
and could not, before their birth, 
waive or assign this right to an- 
other. The Judge further held that 
the grandfather, Brewer, had UO 
rights in the matter, and that even 
though the wife were still living, 
the contract could not be enforced 
-it wa.9 void in law. 

I hope my correspondent will hesi- 
tate and give serious t,hought to the 
step he’s been askeld to take. 

Editor: My son attends a country 
Public High School where he is forced 
to listen to a weekly devotion period 
consisting of prayers for the heathens 
sermons on the effectiveness of prayer 
to win a basket ball game, and other 
high nnd ghostly matters. Last week a 
number of students were overcome by 
the soporific nonsense and scooted down 
in their seats for a snooze. This week 
the principal prceccdcd the preacher 
with a short talk in which he warned 
the students that <anyone who did no 
sit up and pay strict attention to the 
man of Gaw*d would forfeit his lunch 
and rest period. So this is Indiana in 
1940 In the year of our Lord!. The 
principal attends a local Sunday school 
but a few months ago he secretly told 
a close friend of mine that he didn’t 
believe in the stuff “but a person has 
to do it to keep up appearances.” 
Preble, Ind. 

% 
MZTON C. WERLING 

& 
Now that the Finnish-Russian war is 
over, what would Lenin say about it if 
he were living now? 

I don’t know, but he’d be against 
Stalin’s imperialism if he still held to 
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the words ho muttered on May 12, 
1917, in his speech, “The National 
Question.” At that time Lenin d* 
voted a paragraph to Finland, which 
I want to quote, in part: 

“The Finns must say that they 
have the right to decnte according 
to their own judgment upon tnerr 
fate, and the tcuss1an who wants to 
deny this rxght is a chauviniet s e . 
Alexander 1 and Napoleon excnanged 
populations: the Chars ahitbed the 
Polea about. Are we to continue 
lhia tactic of the Czars? That wuuld 
be to deny the tactics of interna- 
tionalism; that would be the worst 
sort of chauvinmm . . . We affirm: 
‘A Russian Soualiot who denrer 
freedom to Finland is a chauvinmt.’ 
. . . No, Runaian people, do not pre- 
sume to enforoe your will on Fin- 
land. NQ people can be free if it 
itself oppresses other people.” 

If the albove words were repeated jn _ 
Stalinland today the man who said 
them would be sho$ within the hour. 

Do you think it’s right ,that a great 
Commonwealth should be uut to the im- 
mense expense involved In the prose- 
cution of palpable frauds like Norman 
Baker? Shnuld there not be some more 
expeditious and less ceremonious ap. 
preach to such matters? 

I would be among the first to pro- 
test against *‘more expeditious and 
less ceremonious” approaches to char- 
latans and frauds like N,orman Baker. 
Even a Baker should be considered 
innocent until proven guil,ty, and his 
guilt should be established by the 
strictest legal inquiry. It’s better to 
spend ~50,000 of the publi’c’s money 
(that’s what the Norman Baker trial 

cost Uncle Sam) in order to nail a 
criminlal by orderly processes than to 
save on the bill an’d railro,ad an in- 
nocent man to prison. Once we tol- 
erated star chamber methods we’d 
find that after obvious la’w-#breakers 
were sent up we’d be faced by the 
worse danger of having innocent (or 
unpopular) individuals disposed of 
in the same unceremonious w’ay. 
There can be no short cuts to justice. 

9r * * 
“You probably read that Franc0 or- 

dered all Masons out of Spain, as a sub- 
versive element. Here is an example of 
the ‘tolerance’ which is of course in- 
stilled in all devout Catholics, of whom 
Franc0 is one-the tolerance for which 
they are always shrieking, but which 
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they were never known to grant to 
others. However, there are plenty of 
Masons in this ennntry who read that 
item, and who will go on aiding and 
abetting the Roman Catholic Ch’urch in 
establishing itself as dictator of the 
U.S.A. You begin to wonder, after a 
while, what’s the sense of fighting for 
groups who won’t even fight for them- 
selves-and that includes a certain 
type of Jew who thinlra it safer and 
wiser to toady to the Catholic interests, 
instead of standing by those who sub- 
ject th,emselves to petty persecution in 
order to defend the rights of the Jews.” 
-W. Matthews, Del. 

* * * 
Are there more newspaper readers today 
than a decade or two ago? 

In 1939, a’ccording to figures com- 
piled by Elditor and Publisher, trade 
jo,urnal of the newspaper business, 
1,888 dailies had a comtbined circula- 
tion of 39,670,682, as against 2’7,790,- 
656 for 2,042 dailies in 1920. This 
means an increased circulation in 20 
years of 42.7 percent. Sunday news- 
papers enjoyed a circulation increase 
of 84.5 percent during the last 20 
years, cojmpared to a population in- 
crease of 24.3 percent. The U.S. has 
t,he greatest newspaper audience in 
the world, by far. While I don’t infer 
that our press is as gagged as in 
totali’tarian countries, it’s, plain to 
this avid newsoaaer reader and form- 
eT newspaper *reporter, drama critic, 
Sunday editor, feature and editorial 
writer, book reviewer and copy read- 
er. that t.he standard press is far 
frbm being free. I beli’eve my vol- 
umes of questions and answels con- 
tain clear proo’f of the charge that 
our press serves Capitalism first and 
last. The advertisers who spend the 
big money rule the editorial roost. 
Our editors usually tell the trut.h 
about individuals like Adolf (“Shock 
Shucker”) Hitler and Mussolini, but 
when it comes to getting the whole 
truth albout our own economic royal- 
ists and financial overlords, we have 
to do some tall hunting before we can 
get, the full story. As for the Cath- 
olic-Fascissts of the Father (of 
what?) Coughlin stripe, the standard 
newspapers shiver and kowtow like 
so many fawning valets. It wasn’t 
so many decades ago that newspapers 
even like The New Yorlc Times said 
their full say a:bout the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, but just t,ry to get to- 
day% editors to bust loose with an 

honest, forthright, candid editorial 
on this tremendously important sub- 
iect. So far as the averaPe newsaa- 
per is concerned, you’d never learn*in 
a thousand editions. that the Catholic 
Church is following a direct line to 
Fas’cism and ralce-baiting in this 
country, t.hus hewing to the line laid 
down in Fascist-Catholia countries 
like Italy, Swam and l?ortugal. Cath- 
olic-Fas&m-is hard to nail down be- 
cause it’s pushed by hi,gher-ups (bijg- 
ger fellows than Coughlin) who are 
so infernally clever. For example, 
consider what happened on that day 
in early March, 1940, when Mussolini 
put into force his decrees against 
Jews in the professions, in certain 
business. occuaations. and t.he like, 
along w;th other a&i&s aimed at de: 
priving Jews of the right to own land 
or a hous’e worth more tihan a few 
hundred dollars. I’ve s’hown (see the 
volumes eonltaining: mv auestions and 
answers) that air a&i-&miti& be- 
gan in CathoXc Europe und’er the di- 
rection or inspiration of the Vatican, 
and that raceibaiting is a settled 
poli’cy of the Church. And yet, on 
th,e very dav when these Catholic- 
Fascist -orders were being enforced, 
the Pope called in a Jew to mount 
some maps and in other ways restore 
them. Hirinng a Jewish specialist to 
do a part,icular job takes th.e curse 
off appalling a’cts of brutality against 
an entire people. Such tact&s work 
witlh millions of people. The Church 
knows how to get its way and at the 
same time switch the blame to some- 
one ~llne. In this the anoient, institu- 
tion is far shrewder than Nazism’s 
greatest Shock-Shucker. The hier- 
&chy has a genius for leading the 
hallucinated. And the press, which 
should crusade against such anti-so- 
cial forces, is slcared to utter a word 
of protest: It’s consi’dered bad busi- 
ness. It. mi#ght hurt circulation and 
advertising. -But what about the peo- 
ple’s right to the full and candid 
truth? Are they t’o b,e i~gnored% Yes, 
so far as the “standard newspaperi 
are concerned. But, under our Bill 
of ri,gh)-htn, WP can fight all these TBZLC- 
tionary, savage, aut,horitarian, hafe- 
monceriup elements. if onlv the read- 
ers “will -,give f&-spoke<, indepen- 
dent, proffressive editors the moral 
and finanfcial support they must have 
before they can launch their truth- 
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seeking campaigns. I’ve preached this 
sermon a thousand times. It’s part of 
my gospel. And I believe it’s import,- 
ant. I hope to help line up at least 
l,OOO,OOO Americans who wi,ll give 

their full support to a press that 
doesn’t turn pale at the sight of any 
of journalism’s sacred toys. It ca!l 
be done. Do you agree? 

* +P +I+ 
Doesn’t “pair of twins” mean four off- 
sarina? 

Tschnically you’re right, but popu- 
lar usare insists it means, merelv two 
individials. - Ai a singular noun, 
“twin” means. “one of two brolught 
forth at a birth.” “Twins” we find 
defined as “two young brought forth 
at one birth.” Ac,cording to that, a 
pair of twins should mean four off- 
spring, but the world goes on with 
“Maggie had a pair of twins,” and 
the wurld means two offspring, not 
four, so it% a good idea to let it go 
at that. 

* + * 
What’s the. difference between a nice 
girl and a good girl? 

A nice girl may let you, but 9 good 
girl will help you. 

+s + 49 
An alleged prophet at Portland urges 
Governor Olson to evacuat’e San Fran- 
ciaco before July 10, 1040, saying ho 
foretells quakes. You’d be aurprised to 
know the number who are alarmed, some 
even going lo far as to say they will 
sacrifi& property and desert. Please 
comment. 

Such a que&ion should be put up 
to an expert, and as is my habit (al- 
ways respecting facts more than 
hunoh@, I turned to Perry Byerly, 
of the wismognaphic station, Depart- 
ment ob Geological Seicnces, Univer- 
silty of Californi’a, Berkeley, Calif., 
wlro writes:. 

In answmer to your letter of March 
28. 1940, aeiamologists have no 
way of predicting whmen earthquakes 
will occur. Seismometers measure 
the earthauake after it OCPU~LI. We 
do know that certain regions are 
active and that large earthquakes 
wit1 occur In those regions in the 
future. but when &hrp will OCCUR wc 
cannot say even to the n’earcat 20 
years. Thkre ar& always a number 
of crankr who are busy predicting 
earthquakes. Their method is prac- 
tically always the same-some par- 
ticular poei.tion of the planets are 
consid’ered by them favorable for 
oarthqaaltcs. OciacrIonalls pno of 

these prediotors obtains the ear of 
the uress and achieves an eDhemera1 
notdriety. 

Captain T. J. J. See, Vallejo, Calif., 
eminent authority on seismology, 
a’skronomy, and allied scienloes, writes 
even more strongly on the subject, 
claiming that such forecasts are be- 
yond man’s kno,wledge. Hils works on 
the formation of the Rockiee and 
Andes are standard the world over. 
The Univcx+Gty of California has de- 
clared Capt,ain See’s work on ealrth- 
quakes to be the world’s standard 
authority. 

I was greatly I;lter&ted‘in your figures 
showing the proportion of Roman Cath- 
olic criminals to those of other faiths 
and no faith at all. Have you any 
statistics dealing with England? 

The English Parliamentarv Crim- 
inal Rqog gives the foll&ing fig- 
ures showing what religions their 
criminals contfess to: 

The proportion of criminals 
among Roman Catholics was one in 
40; of the Church of England, one 
in 72; of Di’ssenters and Jews, one 
in 666;. of Freethinkers and Infidels, 
one criminal in 20,000. 

These figures don’t differ mulch 
from those I gave for Sing Sing, as 
may be seen by referring Lo my vol- 
umes of questions and answers, where 
I quoted a Catholic source, The Corn 
monweal magazine, a periodical is- 
sued by Catholic laymen. The facts 
show that, the greatest argument used 
by the pries&-Catholi<ism as a 
moral fox+is just another myth. A 
psychologist could explain this con- 
dition with co8mparative case. He 
could show that the religions which 
teach the greatest degrees of super- 
nat,uralism, dogmatism and supersti- 
tio’n anneal, in the main, to individ- 
uals o‘f‘low or sufbnorm$l mintaIRy. 
In another article, which may be 
found in the volumes just mentioned, 
I show the influence of religion on 
the other end 02 the slcale-great and 
distinguished men and women whose 
contributions to civilizatio,n are SO 
outstanding that they are admitted to 
Who’s Who. The Catholisc Church 
shows up at the bottom of the list, 
its nearest. neighbor being the Seventh 
Dav Adventist Church. The Uni- 
tarians, who are numerically weak, 
are at thr top of the reli.gio’us list, 
pad, +a~ my I;c&dws kn&w, ‘5he& I:+- 

. 
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Ii&u3 idfwlngy ueuaily verges into 
a mild form of D&m. In short, the 
nearer a aortion of the nonulation 
gets to F&ethought or $k&pticism, 
the greater the number of di.stinguish- 
ed scientists, scholars, writers, and 

i the lik’e. Soace doesn’t Dermit me to 
give my Geaders a reiume of this 
intere&ineg set of facts, especially in 
view of t,he fact that the volumes 
which contain the data are available. 

* +B * 
I enclose a press clipping, in which the 
statement appears that Hitler is perse- 
cuting the Roman Catholic Church in 
Germany, and as proof offers the fact 
that Cardinal Innitzer was mobbed. 

It’s no easy matter to follow the 
a’ctions 04 the Roman Cathalb C+urch 
throughout the worId, especially be- 
c’auw of the immense clevaness the 
Qatican’s apologists show in conceal- 
inlg the Church’s true motives and 
policies. As my readers know, I play 
a safe line by sticking to the facts 
of the record. Whenever in doubt, 
study the facts-that’s my slogan. 
Brush aside the fancy phrases and 
study the facts b,etrayed by deeds. 
Anyone who studies my volumes of 
auestions and answers, will see t.hat 
iy hundreds of thousands of words 
on Catholicism are baaed on the facts 
of history, past and present, not on 
wishful thinking or prejudice. All 
the volumes iust mentioned contain 
material on -thk Catholilc Church’s pal- 

i&s in connection with Nazism, 
Fascism, ant,i-Semitism, and the like. 
Naturally, I can% summarize those 
severely factual discussions here. A 
great deal of the persecution of. the 
Rnman Catholic Church in Naziland 
is so m&h window-dressinlg. Funda- 
mentally, both are headed in the same 

5 direction-Fascism, totalitarianism, 
l-m-miyrnd democra#ey, enemy of lib- 

opponent of tolerance, of- 

ficially ‘dire&d race-baiting, and 80 
forth. Hitler, as I’ve shown, i,s a. 
Catholic who has never been excom- 
municated by the Church. And this 
same tyrant, let’s not forget, boast.- 
ed in O~PZ & his speeches that his 
povernment’s yearly subsidies to t%e 
Catholi’c Church are the lar’gest in 
the world, not excluding ItaJy? Spain 
anld Portugal. These subsldlss are 
still being paid by the Third R&oh 
into the coffers of the Catholic 
Church;. Ae for Cardindl Imtiv, ii?8 

true that when Vi’enna was first 
taken over by Hitler a mob uf young 
Nazi hoodlums (unfamiliar with the 
broader policies of the Nazi party) 
attacked the cardinal’s palaNce, break- 
ing most of the window panes before 
the police arrived. But Innitzer can’t 
be an enemy of the regime, for he’s 
still holding forth i’n lhat Vienna 
palace,. and he’s the man who urged 
his faithful followers to acc,ept the 
Fuehrer’s leadershi~p am-l render every 
sacrifice in order to hela the German 
goiernmeit come forth* visctorious in 
its war with the Allies. Faulhaber, 
in Munich, also is still a pririce of the 
Chur’ch. If  these men, or those under 
them, had committed a single overt 
act against t.he Nazi regime t,hey 
wouId have been executed Iong &go. 
Hitler doesn’t waste time when de& 
ing with ideological enemies. This 
brings to mind an arti’cle which the 
German Library of Information, 
N.Y.C., contributed to the December 
15, 1939, itssue of Facts in Review, 
entitled “Renaissance of Catholicism 
ifi Bohemia.” The Bohemian protec- 
torate, as my readers know, is the 
heart of Czechoslovakia, which Hitler 
gobbled up in 1939. Here’s what a 
Nazi spokesman says : 

“The procesaiona through the 
Prague Castle . . . which had been 
forbidden by the republican gov- 
ernment have been resumed, and 
the crucifixes, which the Benes Gov- 
ernment had removed from the 
schoolSs, have been restored to their 
traditional places. Religious in- 
struction has also been Eully tcin- 
traduced in the schools. 

“Pilgrimages’ to the Mount of 
‘Hosts, Alt-Bunzlau and the Holy 
Mount at Olmuetz and church at- 
tendances in city and country have 
greatly increased everywhere. It ia 
emphasized that, with the exception 
of the Vatican transmitter, prob- 
ably no other government radio sta- 
tion ire currently producing as many 
clerical programs as the Prague 
program.” 

In short, Hitler restored the power 
of the Vatican in Czechoslovakia in 
almost the s,ame way that, Franc0 did 
it in Spain. The Church dossn”t care 
to SM conditions like the above dia- 
cussed openly in democratic, liberal 
America, where the overwhelming 
majority of the peoplw still believe in 
tb tradit&ae of t&r ‘Fmd@ PIac 

I, 
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thers, most of t,hem Freethinkers or~~C%urch’ iis satisfied-necretly now, 
lilberal Dcisto, and all of them ntrict~~qenly tomorrow. \ 
believers in the co’mplete separation: *z & 4r 9 
of Church and State. The poison of 
Catholicism has to be injected cau* 
tiously and subtly or the American 
people might be aroused to an un- 
derst,anding of what Catholic-Fascism, 
holds in storcv for any country that 
falls i’nto its clutches. In a speech 
made in St. Patrick’s, Cathedral 
(Felbruary 25, 1940) Mgr. Fulton J. 
Sheen, professor of Fundamental 
Th.eolosgy at Catholic University, told 
what he thought a.bout America’s 
ideal of tolerance, as follows: 

“We hear great pleas for toler- 
ance today. May I submit there is 
a great need for intolerance. It is 
generally assumed that all intoler- 
ance is wrong. That is an error. 

“Tolerance and intolerance do not 
apply to the same things. Tolerance 
is forbearance of errors and illr in 
people. We must bbe tolerant to 
people, but we must be absolutely 
intolerant about all basic principles 
and truths. 

:-: 
Editor: Even though .you admit you 

are guessing, it may be a serious and 
dangerous matter to make long-distance 
medical diagnoses, such as you do ln 
your Freeman. When a physician re- 
veals to his patient that he has 
gonorrhea 01 syphilis, the ahock is of 
ten so profound as to make it impossible 
to restore the oatient’s comaosure for 

“The modern world, is beginning 
to wake up to its error in thinking 
that freedom givew truth. . _ _ The 
Catholic position is uncompromis- 
ing b’ecause it is true.” 

That’s the so3 of talk Coughlin 
ge%s off all the time. But, SWIW raad- 
ers protest, Coughlin speaks only for 
himself, as a private citizen. I’ve 
shown that that’s bunk, that Coughlin 
doesn’t say anything over the air or 
in his magazine which isn’t passed on 
by the Church’s board of censors. I 
was the first writer to bring LhaL fact 
out. This was done when preachers 
and ra,bbis of liberal tendencies beg- 
pad the hierarchy to disown Cough- 
linism, something that wasn’t done 
because the radio priest has expound- 
ed no heresy in the eyes of the 
Church, his doctrines being in accord 
with the traditional polici’es of the 
Church, even to the exten,t of propa- 
gating hateful anti-Semitism, or- 
ganizing armed mobs under the ban- 
ners of the Christian Front, plotting 
treason and sedition against our gov- 
srnmenl, uod laying the foundations 
for a Fascist regime. The Church 
doesn’t applaud Coughlin publicly- 
that would be poor policy now. But 
it doesn’t gag him, as it does any 
priest who expresses political, social, 
econ80mi8c, or religious heresy. The 

a long time. Some patients- say they 
would arefer to commit suicide. I have 
spent Thour’s trying to console such 
people. But the few who accept such 
~a;~l~sea with equanimity are easy to 

Your reader asks about his tigirl 
friend” who has “bladder trouble with 
bleeding,” and wants a dlagnosis. Yaur 
advice to see a physician in correct. 
That the “symptoma described may in- 
dicate any number of diseases” is also 
correct. But when you say, “it’s my 
notion she’s suffering from gonorrhea,” 
I think you are doing a dangerous thing. 
Even when a smear of this discharge 
has beeu made on a slide and the lab- 
oratory reports “Doubtful” as to the 
presence or absence of the gonococcus 
germ, the physician is cautiou’s before 
committing ,himself as to I( positive di- 
agnosis. I never diagnose a case of 
gonorrhea unless the smear shows the 
presence of the gonococci. This fur 
niahe’s the only positive scientifir prnof 
Even a physician on examining that 
“girl” without a smear would not say 
“it’s mv notion you have gonorrhea.“’ 
He would be too cautious to do that. 
I have known doctors to make diag- 
noses over the telephone, when pressed 
by importunate but foolish patients, 
and then regret bitterly their mistaken. 
The doctor is held accountable for 
every word he utters concerning a 
diagnosis. . . . 

In fact, gonorrhea i,s rarely mention- 
ed as a cause of bleeding. Had your 
reader mentioned burning on urination 
as a symptom, your guess would have 
been more nearly correct. The causes 
of bematuria (blood in the ‘urine) are 
too numerous to be taking a chance in 
guessing. 
N.Y.C. B. G. LIPTON, M.D 

I am encIosing a copy of The Longevity 
Journal, published in Panama by Dr. 
Jacob Goldwasser, in which there’s an 
article entitled “Scientific Proof of Men 
a Thousand Years Old,” which I believe 
you should comment on. 

Dr. (o,f what?) Jacob Goldwalsssr 
must b’e msodest and unselfish, for he 
knows of men (how about women?) 
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who have been living 10 centuries 
and yet he has done nothing to ex- 
pl’oit that inleresling &et,. Here are 
Dr. (‘of bunk?) Goldwasser’s own 
precious, world-slhattering words: 

In the jungles of Rajputana, India, 
Arabia and elsewhere live mighty 
men. Some of these mean are a thou- 
sand years old. Wisth ‘blond or red 
hair rnhom to their foot. Those men 
live on Natural figs only ana some- 
times olives. 

For many years c,ertain physical 
exwriaes, mental meditations, great- 
er spiritual unfoldings, have given 
these remarkable men, who are most 
difficult to contact, marked regen- 
erative powers, such as, the split- 
ting of stones by vibratory utter- 
ances, reading one’s thoughts, fast- 
ing without air. water or food, 
taming a wild tlgcr, etc. 

Just why Dr. Goldwaslser is wast- 
ing h’is time in Panama I d’on’t know. 
He ought to pack up and move to 
Los Angeles, where he could clash in 
on his discover!&, in a big wlay. His 
purr-ins-aqoulls ought to go over with 
a bang among the pee-pul,l of that 
set&ion. Immedi,ately ‘after finishing 
this piece I plan to send a letter to 
the Ringling BrothcTo’ circuo manage 
ment te’lling them they’re- wasting 
their time promoting Qargantua, the 
500-pound gori18ba, when here’s a 
chance to hire, borrow or steal a fel- 
low who wlas b’orn 500 years before 
C,olumbus went on his voyage. And 
it’s all done with Natural figs, with a 
little dash o,f olives. It seems we’ve 
been addicted tso unn,atmural figs, which 
explains why we stay around such a 
short time. Dr. Goldwasser c:ould un- 
doubtedly expltain why his l,OOO-year- 
oldsters are living in countries whic,h 
are known to have: a lift-span about 
half that which holds in the U.S. and 
a few other backward countries. He 
could also explain why these miracles 
are carried on down through the cen- 
turies in remote pIlaces, while we, who 
have the facibties to, get there in a 
few wcclco. and learn their tri’cks, g:o 
right on givling unnecess;ary business 
to the mor:ti~cians. It may be the 
undertakers are in cahomots to keep us 
fro’m fobowing the routine wlorked 
out by Dr. Goldwaslser’s friends who 
were born 10 centuries ago. Notice 
his modesty in telling us his friends 
arc “nmst d,ifficul,t tlo conta8ct,” but 
we shouldn’t let that discourage us 

/ I’ 
when o’ppartunity- presents itself to 
give death a real holidiav. The circus 
just mentioned should have sense 
enough to know that faslting without 
air, water or food is something that’11 
be surle to attract bits of mloney fro,m 
the public, inste’ad of mlaking a big 
to-do over a beast that, is, after all, 
just a big ame. Thatt tri’ck of splitting 
@ones by yellling at them also looks 
as though It% worth a while. And to 
thinb that these t,hing,s are happening 
right in our wurld unbeknownst to 
our docjtors, scienti~sts, eypl’omrers and 
circus owners. It goes t,o show how 
unprogressive we are. I’m sure Dr. 
Glc&dwas,s.er is so smlart he could ex- 
nlain why I have to sneeze three times 
everytime I pull a hair out of my 
nolje. 

+ cp + 
Editor: I note you say you do not 

enjoy writing rritirnlly of the Roman 
Catholic Church. None of us does it for 
the enjoyment he gets out of it; as 
you say, its supporters can, and do, 
make it disagreeable for any who calls 
the att’ention of the public to its anti- 
democratic activities. It is a thankless 
job, too, for those who should be fight- 
ing on our side arc selling out-either 
through stupidity or cowardice-to the 
Roman Catholic interests. The hier- 
archy know that they can always work 
on the simple-minded non-Catholics with 
their cry of “Persecution!” These sim- 
ple folk think they are being tolerant 
when they say., “We won’t have any- 
thing to do with people who criticise 
the Catholic Church.” In short, they 
figure it is persecution on our part if 
we try to prevent a rattle-snake from 
biting us. They Rgure that critics of 
the Church are trying to stop the faith- 
ful from worshiping in their own way. 
As I’ve said many times, I know of no 
one who has the sllghtest objection t0 
Catholics-or any other sect-worship- 
ing in any way th#ey see fit. What we 
do object to-a’s the priests well know, 
but take care their followers do not 
see that aspect of it-is the high-hand- 
ed, insolent way in which they try to 
run the affairs of Protestants, Jews and 
Freethinkers; the way they “boss” the 
radio, movies, press, even the govern- 
ment of the United States. We object 
to their strangling the principles on 
which this country was founded-and 
we have #a right to object; and if the 
majority of mon-Cabholios weren’t so 
stupid and cowardly, they co#uld put the 
priests in their proper place tomorrow. 
These dummkopfs need only to,look at - 
Spain and Italy to see what the Roman 
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Catholic ‘hierarchy does when it has 
the power: hnt ~virl~ntly they prefer 
not to look. They will sell out their 
own kind, so to speak, rather than of- 
fend their Catholic “friends.” Let them 
wait and see how “friendly” the Church 
will’ be toward them, once Catholic- 
Fascism is put over in America. The 
worst of ‘it is, we shall ail have to 
euffcr for the spinelessness and stupid- 
ity of non-Catholics who won’t hear a 
word of criticism of their great 
“friend,” the Roman Church. 
Wilmington, Del. W. MATTHEWS 

4 4 * 
‘$h;f is the place of confidence in b&i- 

It’s all-im,portant. C’onfidence must 
be expressed by the businelssman and 
by the consumer, and all must, ex- 
press cor&l~rlce in a IIigher ITower. 
The last can be best illusitrated by 
the young woman who solweld wild 
oats six days a week. but on Sund,ays 
she allways went to church to pray 
for a crolp fiailuae. . . . The consum- 
er’s confidence is illustrated by what 
took place when an pld man went 
into a &thing sitore and said: ‘<My 
boy has owed you $20 for a sait of 
c~boithes fos three1 years.” “Yes ” s,aid 
the proprietor, “have you oome ‘to pay 
for it?” “No, I oame to get one for 
myself OJI the same t’erms.” , . . 
NOW le%‘s turn to the buairlessrnan’s 
side. Hers I’m reminded of the great 
banker who was exxplaining to a 
friend his formula fior s~u~ccess and 
how he got started in the banking 
bus,ines.s. He put it this way: “I h’ad 
noithing to do, and so I rented an 
empty stiore and put up a sign an- 
nouncing tha’t the place was a bank. 
As soon as I opened For buwines,s, a 
man droppPrl in and miade a depo,sit 
omf $200. The next* day another man 
dropped in and depositted $300. And 
so, sir, the third day my oonfidence in 
the enXerprise realched such a point; 
that I decided to put in $50 04 my 
olwn money.” 

4 4 4 
What is the trend of economic scholar- 
ship? 

The trend among econsomists, ac- 
cording to the greal Dr. Anon, is to 
know a greah deal about a little, and 
then go on knowing more and morB 
about less, unt,il finally they know 
practically everything ‘about nothing. 
A prosfessor, on +he other hand, is a 
man who knows a li’ttle &out, a great 

71 

deal and keeps on knowing less and 
lens about mope until finally he knows 
practically nozing* abo$ everything. 

What do you think of the Watchtower 
literature which says miltions now liv- 
ing will never die? 

It sounds reasonable. I always tell 
any man -who’s afraid to die tihat 
there’s a simple way t,o arrange for 
an everlasting life. All one need do is 
to go to a go0.d fortune teller and 
find out which town he’ll die in--and 
then, not go near it.. I always enjoy 
passing on these constructive, helpful, 
practical bi,tsq+of ,advig 

Can you give me the year’s most im- 
portant medical discoveries? 

Dr. Logan Clcndcning who con- 
ducts my favorite health column-rc- 
centJy su’mmarized Dr. Morris Fish- 
bain’s list of 10 medical discoveries 
of 1939 which he considered import- 
ant, as follows: 

(1) That sulfanilamide and its de- 
rivatives can halt or minimize num- 
erous ‘diseases. (2) That vitamin Bl 
deficiency is widespread and that 
the synthetic vitamin relieves nerve 
disorders c~luaed by this. (3) That 
sex hormones alleviate some rier- 
vous conditions in both men and 

women passing through the climacter- 
ic. (4) That a new drug, sobiaminol 
mass, ia- a potent medicine that can 
be taken by mouth to help kill lnes 
venera. (5) That vitamin K stops 
certain forms of hemorrhages. (61 
That human beings can be refriger- 
ated to a state of “frozen sleep” 
which arrests cancer growth tempo- 
rarily. (7) That repeated blood 
transfusiono are an essential for 
treating severe burns successfully. 
(8)Tha’t swine may be the source of 
influenza epidemics by harboring 
the Zerms in latent form between 
epidemics. (9) That a dimcult 
nerve-cutting operation on the spinal 
column can relieve severe cases of 
the heart disease, angina pectoris. 
(10) That surgeons can close an 
oaeninp which nrevents the start of 
blood flowing through the heart of 
some newborn babies. 

Information like the above (which 
I consider valua\ble) will be preserved 
long after this paper Roea out of cir- 
culation by virtue of the fact that 
this piece, along with hundreds of 
others, will be collected and issued 
in book form (under the t.itIe of 
“Questions aQd Answers”), all prop- 
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erly indexed. I’m glad to be able to 
report that 20 volumes (plug) have 
already been issued, which certainly 
looks like a hefty library, or rather 
a virtual encyclopedia. This set rep- 
resents eight years of steady, hard 
work, but I’ve enjoyed doing every 
page of it. And, anotiher thing t,hat 
pl~~an~s me hugely is tlhe way the sets 
are being ordered by the public. I’m 
actually a “be,&. seller” around these 
parts, which is something of an 
achievement, considering the stiff 
competition from pretty good literary 
f,ellers like Shakespeare, Emerson, 
Bacon, Plato, Durant, MicCabe, and 
dozens of other right snappy wielders 
of words. 

I’ve just heard Father Coughlin say if 
we followed the word of Gawd we’d act 
on the words in the Book of Micah: 
“And they shall beat their swor.ds into 
plouahshares and their spears into 
urunina hooks.” And. as a result, we 
would be rid of all wars. It’s all that 
simple. Please comment. 

I didn’t hear the Coughlin speech 
referred to above, so I don’t know if 
mv reader is quoting the sardine- 
snatcher accurately, and if there’s one 
thing that makes me feel like a gi- 
mntic mound of turds it’s t,o discover 
J haven’t auoted someone accurately. 
However, the words from Micah are 
as thev annear in the Bible, so I can 
PO on from there, leaving Father (of 
what?) Courrhlin out of the discus- 
sion. The dancer here is that the 
vcrv onnositr santimrnt can be found 
in tb smno Riblc. Turn to the Book 
of losl (iii. 10) and you’ll find that 
c-hw3-l ,’ oommanded: “Beat your 
nllon&Rh.res into swords, and your 
nruninphooka into snears.” Thus, you 
navy vov monev and vou takes your 
choice. Naiturallv. such a book can’t 
he nsed hv serious-minded, sincere 
neonle who aim to solve so LrravQ a 
nrnhlwn as war. Mo,nld friend. Wil- 
lism Fl~ovd. once mooted a mini&T’s 
n*~vw to thy effect t,hnt all might 
“dwpll evermore in the fellowshin of 
ibat Prin,ce of Peace.” hut the same 
I~~.P~I.?Iv didn't auote the remnrks of 
.Te*n~. thnt wxvn en*rltirelv dYFerent 
idpss. Mr. Floyd ran them together 
“:;~ wav: 

‘Think not that I am come to 
send peace on earth: 1 came not to 
send peace, but a sword. . . . Sup- 

pose ye that I am come to give 
peace on earth? I tell you, Nay: 
but rather division. . . . When a 
strong man armed keepeth his 
palace, his goods are in peace: but 
when a stronger than he shall come 
upon him, and overcome him, he 
taketh from him all his armour 
wherein he trusted, and divideth his 
spoils. . . . He that hath no sword. 
let him sell his garment, and buy 
one:. . . And when ye shall hear 
of wars and rumours of wars, be ye 
not trnuhledt for such things must 
needs be.” 

My point, here is that you can iup- 
plort any side of any generlal position 
witih quotations from the Btiblle. As 
Mr. Floyd remarks, “that book is not 
a valid guide&f or& mop conduct.” 

What do you eay to believers in pure 
pacifism, or non-resistance, who go so 
far as to say that justice can never 
rest on force? 

This. is an age-sold prolblem that 
probably will always pester man. 
Non-resistance to evil is a beautiful 
ideal, but what. can it do when faced 
by stark, ru,thless aggression? What 
could give greater satisfaction to a 
dictator than the lmowlcdge that the 
world is populated by people who can 
be relied on to accept his acts of re- 
pression wit,hoat physical resistance? 
Blaise Pastcal, in a famous para- 
graph, contrilbuted several thoughts to 
this problem which I’m gINad to pass 
on: 

Justice without force is powerless; 
force without justice is tyrannical. 
Justice without force is disputed, 
for there are always evil men. 
Force without justice is denounced. 
So justice and force must go to- 
gether, and, #for that to be, what is 
just must be made strong and what 
is strong must he made just. 

An enlightened democracy’s use of 
force as an instrument of justice is 
the ideal solution to this problem, 
but here it’s frequ’ently objected that 
mass ignorance is permitted to be- 
come the final arbiter. The answer 
here is simple and direct. Democracy 
without educzution is bad. A democ- 
racy which slrives sincerely and pro- 
gressively to educate its members to 
higher cultural level,s has in it, the 
power to balance justice and force 
for the good of the greater number. 
At the same time it can avoid tyran- 
ny over the individual ao long as a 

. 
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person refrains from committing any 
act th,at does o!bvious injury to some- 
one else. A democracy doesn’t have to 
demand that each individual shall run 
through the same mold. A true de- 
mocracy doesn’t level humamty; it 
strives to elevate the humblelat mem- 
ber of the community and at the same 
time grants freedom ob thought and 
character to its members who demon- 
strate they’re gifted with superior 
talents or powers that can be socially 
ueaful- I don’t mean to infer tlist 
our own democracy is perfect, but ‘it’s 
the best soci’al mechanism yet invent- 
ed by men, and ant its worst it’s far 
better than Fascism at its best. A 
man of thought is freer under our 
democracy than in any kind of a dic- 
t.&orship, if that man is given to lines 
of thought thalt run counter tso POPU- 
lar notions or prejudices. The holder 
of unnopular views doesn’t live in a 
bed of roses even in a demo,cracy, but 
he’s safer there by far than is the 
man of thought who lives in a totali- 
tarian State and h’olds ideas th’a:aL are 
considered subversive by the man or 
clique in control, I f  there’s too much 

\ suuerstition (ignorance) ‘among the 
‘masses in a democracy, let’s remem- 
ber that such ideologies can be wiped 
out in time with the proper use ‘of 
scientilic, enlightened, democratic 
education. Education is the tool that 
makes a democracy a civilized estab- 
lishment. Without education, de- 
mocraoies decay into inertia, intellec- 
tufal darkn,ess. social backwardness 
and organized brutalitv. That’s why 
it isn’t an easy i~b to build a great, 
enlightened democracv. It’s an end- 
less fight. It’s a tireless series of ef- 
forts to aom;hnt fvranny, u,surnation, 
renression. dogmatism, and obscur- 
antism. A great democracy is the re- 
suit of the conditi’on that made DOS- 
sihle t’he devel’onmnnt of social-mind- 
ed. resnonsible individuals. Many fn- 
dividuals are afraid of democracy be- 
cause it damnn& so much from its 
momhers-education. resnonsihilitv. 
enliwhtenment. iustice. and civilized 
outlooks, It’s s’o mu& easier to leave 
everything to the decision of a dbta- 
tar. who cIarims he can soIve al1 prob- 
lemq so long as the neople surrender 
their freedom. But the danger there 
is that the disctator may not be as per- 
fect as he imagines and that the peo- 

ple, once deprived of thei?: l&#i$ 
m,ay not be able to regain $~~w&&$ 
countless dead anal mountain$&,iS(ilsr 

racy-they must go togeither. Y *.I,; 9wi 
& + * w:~,;~! ,,,f+ 

When you write about a “hssf#~~~~Y’?eP 
know YOU mean a Western q%V&.:P!$ 
when you speak about a “so~&..$Jr# 
you have me up in the air. r_y ?rria;i!; 

“Soap opera” is the name’borithese 
daytime shows that are seria1ize.d 
over the radio. They’re all&%rrrible 

thing that’s an 
Soap (or soun) oprys, accon&*lb a 
writer in The American ,%erbtir?l, 
(MarIch, 1940), use up 82% h-d 
week-almost a third of ‘$li 2 

rv’per 
To 1 

num,beT of daytime hours of-‘%%‘%! 4, v  
WOR, WJZ, and WABC.” %@rd’~~, 
60 five-day-a-week serials. on ?!!hVd%~ti 
time programs of the four rn&5~~!% 
area st’atiorls iust lixted. I h&b da’;tieL 
IV on outside o&ion here’ l$&u#e 
I’m yet to listen t,hrough’.%: ‘&fl!$o 
soaa onry. Mv dial fingei”s”%%Ct 
neffatively whenever I tune into one. 
Somed.ay. fortified bv a co’ufl@ of 
sh,nts of hoo’eh. I intend to tQ odp”‘di$-- 
cretion out the window a;<! j.: &o# fa 
through one. If  I land in tblbqo& 
hat,ch. MV readers will ula~enst&ni’I 
whv. The Mamrw writ&@ +6i%&ed 
above saw he found after ~~ti%V’& &% 
teninp that ,he had 
the nrincipal uhara&ers 
omvs one mnd wnvan, 
wreck. four invalids, 
amnesin. two Rlind 
w+tcn hv .c ratatlesnake. n-e .dnwrL&e 
of a sanitarinm. one crinnM%lZIawveP?, 
f-?ln hov in;ured in a falV~~f$ovWt~ii 

seems. Some militant women&nnNew 
lochelle, N.Y., have orgamk&d 4 da 
“Not-Listening Committee” *.;&iich 
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claims members in 25 States, but refer to Good Friday as a Roman-Cath- 
since these programs cost tens of olic holiday. 

thou,s.ands of dollars (and all basiness- It ia religious persecution to drive 

men aren’t fools) I wonder if this citizens from the Boston Public Library 

nonsense isn’t profitable after all. I f  
during a working day because of a re- 

it is, then the average radio listener 
ligious rite they are not interest in. 

is tii&t at home with the average 
This expulsion of teachers, students, re- 

reader 09 the cheap pul$ magazines. 
search workers, readers, and bums is 
akin to Hitler% respect for institutions 

This doesn’t mean I’m begging for of knowledge. There is only one “good” 

lectures on “New Zealand Flora in Friday annually so far, but there are 

the Paleozoic Era.” There’s a pl’ace 51 more Fridays in a year as well as 313 

for su,ch material-in sicientific bulle- 
other days, and all 365 will be holidays 

tins. But tllat~ doesntL mean we should 
from education if the Pope’s gloom-bug 

be compelled to accent without COIII- 
boys and girls can mana e it. Hitler 
simplified the listing of 65 such holi- d 

plaint whart a Harpers Ma.wzirze dass by just burning the books. 
(April, 1940) writer summarized this People were hounded out of the BOR- 

way : 
8 ton Public Library at noon on March 

“From 9 every morning u&l 6 
22 in a manner that suggested the clos- 

every evening, Monday through Fri- 
ing hour at .a rough-house saloon. The 

dav. unrelieved tragedy ZlWtrly 
fire alarm rang twice, and many thought 

blankets the radio networks. Dur- 
the place was on fire. Two vigorous 

ina these hours and these days 
policeman rushed the crowd to the doors 

babies are torn from their mothers’ 
as it poured down the main stairway. 

arms : mortgages are foreclosed: Questions of amazed astonishment at 

lovely maidens are put upon: dewy- 
the ejection received the cops’ bellig- 

eyed mahlens and stalwart youths 
erent replies: “Come on, get a move on! 

get embroiled in trouble, and kindly 
Get going! Everybody out of here! 

old codgers, twinkling over their 
Get out!” Indeed as nice an expression 

spectacles. a?e victimized by schem- 
of the famous religious sentiment as 

ing loan sharks and other assorted 
the shut-down itself. 

rascals.” 
In rescindilig educational freedom, 

This is an exlcitiinp, interesting, 
the backward-collar oppr~asora are run- 
ning true tmo form when in power. 

dramlatic world. Would it be asking 
too much of the d.av-time radio man- 

FRANKLIN P. COLLIER, JR. 
Melrose, Mass. 

apnTs tro expect them to use their fa- * +a? * 
cilitie,n to mlake their programs as Frankly, I’ve been misbehaving some- 

attention-cosmmandinq and informa- thing terrible. What would you advise 

tive as a good*neTap;? me to do? My conscience is troubling 
me. 

Editor: Good Friday in Boston, dthe 
How do I know? Go see a psychia- 

center of cniltnw.” IR a aerfect exsmnle 
trist, if you feel yo’u’re go’ing screwy, 

nC the backwarn ntnte of knowledge the B,esides, I rlnn’t know whether ynn 

ha&ward-rnllar boys would like to en- want your will power strengthened or 
forpe universallv. On %oo~*’ Fri,davs pour conscienc; wTke;ed. 
pIlll1:* rchnols are clnsed- all day, and 
non-Cn+hnlica are kicked out of the BOR- Edllur: Yuu n1usl have been feeling 
ton Public Lfbrarv (one of the larzest good during the past month: you’ve got 
in the ronntryj at noon. I sav “non- more damn good gags in the last issue 
Csthnlica” bernnse Roman Catholics than you’ve had for a lonn time. I wish 
wnuld areaumahlv be celebratlner thdir I could remember them all; if I could 
dav in ihe orrscrihd manner elsewhere. I’d always be the life of the party. TOO, 
‘J’hP doors ‘of enlightenment are svm- t.hat first installment of your autobiog- 
bnlirallv rlna.4 on this Roman-Catholic raphy-which Isaac Goldberg and I have 
holtdav. P*n~le’s librarv research is put urged’ you to write-is Ia wow. If YOU 
to an md from noon unt:l sia a.t night can keep up that sort of a mixture of 
just because it is “good” Fridav. fooling and good horse-sense for a 

O+h& churches whirh observe “sood” counle of hundred pages you’ll lay ‘em 
Fr:Jrvs do so within their bu%linprs in the aisles. I wonder, sometimes, how 
wlthnut trvinrr to interfere with the nmnv of your gems of drollery glance 
dav’o roat,ine for thnrre who choose to off the skulls of some of your readers 
remain outside. The barricading of pub- that yearner for a foreshortened 
lie institutions that day is part of only hi’et’ionary, for instance. 
the Roman-Catholic ritual. This la WhY Apropos vonr remarks concerning the 
I blame that denomination alone and modern so&l implicat~ione a4 the lack 
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of scandal-mongering in connection with 
Jimmy Roosevelt’s marital troubles, did 
you notice that the Episcopal women the 
other day recommended liberalization 
o#f the church’s at,titudes toward re- 
marriage of divorced people? Another 
straw in the wind, it seems to me. 
Maplewood, MO. C. A. LANG 

+s rk + 
What is a totalitarian State? 

I could rewrite several long articles 
that have gone into my volumes of 
questions and answers, but I don’t 
think I should let myself in for a 
highly techni’cal reply. Instead, let 
me quote a sentence from a Paris 
newspaper: “A totalitarian State is 
one tiherein everything is compulsory 
t,hat is not forbidden.” That oovers 
the issue. 

Editor: If God created man and the 
universe. who or what created Go’d and 
why? That God created Himself may 
seem to be the “simple” solution, For 
some mysterious, personal reason, He 
probably decided that his existence 
would be desirable then deliberately 
proceeded to manufacture His Supreme 
Being. On the other hand, it might be 
nnwmed that Gad has always existed- 
right from ,the very ,“beginning.” It 
then seems likely His existence became 
SO monotonous that He finally decided to 
start creating things out of His geuer- 
ous supply of nothing. Of course He 
bungled His first efforts through inex- 
perience, but perhaps He’ll use a bit 
of intelligent discretion next time He 
gets an itching for creation. 
Spokane, Wash. ROBERT SLOCUM 

* * + 
I have been following your numerous 
articles on gambling, crooked methods, 
percentages, etc., in your volumes of 
questions and answers and in recent is- 
sues of vour Freeman. But nowhere du 
you report on the percentage in favor 
of an honest house. Have you the facts? 

Monte Carlo. is, an honest gambling 
establishment and it ha.s always won 
(in the long run) beaauss all bets 
are figured in favor of the house. 
The games at Monte Carlo are figured 
to give the house a 7 percent advan- 
tage. The reason the house never 
loses (though individuals catoh gains 
in spots) i,s because the law of aver- 
age#s works all the time, and that’s a 
good law to have on your side, All 
gambling houses would make money 
if they followed the betting practices 
of Monte Carlo, but not one in 10,000 
will do it becrause the gyppers have 

to clean up in ‘a hurry instead of pa- 
tiently waiting for the laws of chance 
to grind out the profit. Why take a 
week to clean up a su#cker when l&e 
j,ab can be done in a few hours?--so 
reason the profes,sionals. That’s why 
I always advise my readers never to 
ga,mble wi,th professionals. They’re 
in business to take you for a ride, 
It’s considered disgraceful in profes- 
sional dircles to have it known that a 
sucker nctually took money awsry 
from a gambler. I f  the law of aver- 
ages won% clean itbe sucker right 
away, there are no end of devices 
whi’ch help hurry the job, as I’ve 
shown in scores of artiseles in my 
volumes of questions and answers. I 
have, as my readers know, long spe- 
cialized in this subject, going into 
every asp&. of the situation, and the 
one, big lesson we can all take from 
t,hat huge mound of material is that 
it’s better to keep away from profes- 
sionals. 

Editor: I agree with your comments 
on “Gone With the Wind.” The pie- 
ture was showing in this town last 
week, so I felt I had lo take ft in, al- 
though 1 hardly attend movies any 
more. I was certainly jaded before the 
picture was through. I also detected a 
whining note In regard to the paaaing 
of slavery. The main reason I seldom 
attend movies is the censorship of Elder 
Hays and Joseph Breen, dictating to the 
movi’e industry what the public shall 
and shall not see. With such dictators 
in charge one cannot expect to see a 
picture that is honest. 

CARL E. TOUPAIN 
Grand Junction. Colo. 

RnBhi M. Alner, N.Y.C.: ‘Y have al- 
ways admired your work and consider 
you a bulwark of all that’s fine in our 
democracy.” 

+ + 4 
Are we neutral? 

Y’es. I don’t care who ends Hitler 
-nor how, no; wh;n, y  where. 

Harry Fulton, Michel, B.C., Can., 
writes: ‘91 noticed you are an hour and 
a half younger than you were a couple 
of years ago, when you said you were 
born at 2.30 A.M. 11 scribbled it on my 
wall when I read it. Today I saw in the 
June Freeman ‘that you were born at 
4 A.M. All I did was to look up at the 
wall. This is just a razz to show you 
how interested I am in what you write.” 
. . . What chance have I to get away 
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““1’ &&&ut 2% years. 
,i,,- “. ‘I) * * * 

~+,‘~‘Edito~: I have followed your writings 
~~a~,?)ubReatieqs for nearly 20 years and 
,p;t$& h f&t the courapc to quit entire- 
ly.liNa&@ly, I don’t always agree with 

u’ a‘d’sometimes get weary of your 
.,~~~~~~ against religion. But I 

ave mellowed somewhat in 
:‘y~&r@ol&nce of those who feel rem 
:ligioui in ;their hearts and keep it out 
? of ~,othez(rpeople’s a&airs. It would have 
beext+,,*~,purioaity lg years ago tu have 

.,r ‘ad V@@r statement that you have no 
,q,j&&m,;to anyone believing in God or 4 

.&;dJ > :‘, liau ng ,p$ religicms trust in things un- 

iii’%&i &ake one think. Even if one 
think8 ‘@MI are a sophist at times, it 
can’t be denied that you take up a 
wholesome amount of space for hard 

~‘Bonxur’uEeing in the midst of your ac- 
~%‘i’ICyrt’~ou might not even have the 

**&ghtsppetspective to see all the oppor 
~bnitiy rthab lays in your propensity for 

re a lot of us who think we 
ave an itch to he nrticnlate. 

eems that one of democracy’s 
more apt articulation of the 
is one thlhg to read a fluent 
yourself aned quite another 

th ,the views one has after 

WLLMER JONES 

“*‘? ‘f6 don’? likz to*be ‘galvanized’ 
into’actidn early in the morning. That’s 

‘I’: hlliY’$ one re sv I hate my job. If the worst 
o I ut up with was punk stories 

‘!&%‘&ikl’ 
k %&gle#% 

,t, I could love it. But to be 
t of a warm bed in the bleak 

blackness of two hours before a winter’s 
dawn and then, with scarcely time for 
breakfast let alone some jokes with it, 
d&sh~aif to a treadmill wherein one 
hears;r:ifbr an hour or so, the same 
dreary, threadbare jibes that pass fer 

.bbtLr-Cbtltl”er-humor the year round 
~UZB. lit?& ewfnl.“-Reader. 
;frFVi:, II “3’ +s 4 & 
,Knowl& you to be a great admirer of 
t&e n&at@ ‘Clarence Darrow, who died 
uirout ,bnro years ago, let me suggest 
&hat~tpdu ~-reprint the enclosed sonnet on 
Mr. $Danrow’s work as a fighter for 
bsythiumd honesty. Many of your read- 
‘eas:&rutut;r~got acquainted with Clarence 
Damow!a nhilosonhy through your nu- 

merous books devoted to hts speeches 
and writings, and they are the ones who 
will find true inspiration in this poem 
by Eva Ingersoll Wakefield. 

The Wakefield poem appeared in 
the April, 1940, issue of The Rrbiira- 
tor, edited by William Floyd, one of 
my old admirations. The poem, en- 
titled “Cliarerme Seward Dar-row,” 
follows: 
His was the genius of the human heart; 
Ttrei;;; that lifts the fallen and OR- 

The Pity’ that’s to all1 the world ad- 
dressed. 

He knew not the “elect” or “set apart”; 
To him the ruler and the ruled were 

one ; 
No sense of caste or class besmirched 

his mind. 
The Advocate to all our human kind? 
He was no more exclusive than the a&. 

Ge called hlmnelf P “pessimist with 
hope. 

Obsessed with tragedy of moral life, 
He spent his soul to minimize the strife, 
And dissipate the darkness where men 

grope 
For truth and justice. Darrow-Eu- 

manist-saint- 
Whose portrait only LiberLy MII paint. 

A great doal of D’arrow’s real&tic 
approach a*d honest probin,g will be 
found in R great %&thinker who was 
bo’rn almost two centuries ago (April 
13, 1743), Thomas Jefferson. In a 
letter to his young nephew and ward, 
Peter Carr, Jefferson condensed the 
methods and purposes of Skepticism, 
Rationalism and Agnosticism into a 
single, powerful paragraph-words 
whi,ch I happen to know influenced 
Darrow’s life, for he told me albout 
this passage during one of our nu- 
merous conversations‘. Jefferson and 
Darrow were intellectual br#others. 
Here are the words Jefferson wrote 
to his young nephew: 

Fix Reason firmly In her seat, and 
cal to her trlbnnal every fact, every 
opinion. Question with boldness 
even the existence of a God: be- 
cause, if there be one, he must more 
approve of the homage of reason, 
than that of blindfolded bear. _ . _ 
Read the ible then, as you would 
Livy or 8 acitns. . . . For example, 
in the book of Joshua, we are told, 
the sun stood still several hours. 
Were we to read that fact in Livy 
or Tacitus, we should class it with 
their showers of blood, speaking of 
statuis, beasts, etc. But it fe ssid, 
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that the writer of that book was in- 
spired. Examine, thereFore, candid- 
ly, what evidence there is of his hav- 
ing been inspired. The pretension is 
enti’tled to your inquiry, because 
millions believe it. On the other 
hand, you are astronomer enough to 
know how contrary it is to the law 
of nature. . . . Do not be frighten- 
ed from this inquiry by any fear of 
its consequences. If it ends in a 
beiief that there is no God, you will 
find incitements to virtue in the 
comfort and pleasantness you feel 
in its exercise, and the love of 
others which it will procure you. 

Many Americans already know that 
Darrow wa,s one of t.he devil’s disci- 
ples, but few knon (or are willing 
to admit) that one of the greatest 
of the Founding Fathers was im- 
bued with the spirit of Rationalism 
and Freet,bought. Many of today’s 
statesmen (pardon the extravagant 
use of the word) could take lessons 
in intellectual integrity from Jeffer- 
son, and while they’re at it they could 

,look into some of Darrow’s pamphlets 
on Freethought .&and relaite~d subjects 
-to their benefi% as men and thinkers. 
The other day 1: was amused to read 
h#ow, on the second anniversary of 
Darrow’s death, a man-whose name 
escaped me-carri’ed a book t,o Dxar- 
row’s favorite spot in a public park in 
Chicago and called on the great AZ- 
nostic to prove he wa,s living though 
dead by knocking the book out of his 
hand. The spirit of D,arrow didn’t 
reply. But a noise that was taken to 
be the sjcreeching of an elev,ated 
train was in reality D’arrolw’s homeric 
laugh!tcr. Dar~ow was trying. to yell 
from We Other Side thalt the book 
was too heavy for his frail spirit. 
that better luck coul’d be hoped for if 
he were challenged to hurl a light and 
amaR booklet-;preferably one of the 
ldt,tle volumes he wrote for me. But 
Dar-row’s challenger heard neither 
the laughter y  ge rggestion. 

Editor : You say that should the 
struggle against the world’s Fascist na- 
tions end with them losers the Roman 
Catholic Church, having cast its lot 
with them, would also go down in ruin 
nnless rescued by the laity. I have mY 
donbta. The dericail hierarehy ie a 
tough lot, capable of some marvelously 
disarming disguises; it may yet worm 
its way into ), the good graces of new 
regimsr. BuIIE rnppose France, and 

Britain are defeated . . 
get up any steam over 
and mendacities of thei 
Y% knowing how the 
Church are tied up with Fa 
tives, #I’m often deeply pertu 
prospect of their disinteg 
seems not too remote 
There’s some slight co 
probability that unless they &DJ &pa,: 
enough to provoke not only Joe$3t&&~ 
passive, but also his active, hpo$i&Qfi 
they may w&r out in the end.l $&ulmgl 
I’m not quit& ready yet to bqjiox&&ht& 
Pacelli can wriggle ‘into Jc+&&&~i 
Should that hapaen then thing&~3vqq#& 
indeed begin to look black. hrlM rrrraiisl 
Maplewood. MO. c. iPJr3.yAmi 4 4 4 -v ,‘ijiF:iiq? 
Can YOU tell me how niins Bibles have 
beer-published since Gut&bu&q;B&jej 
first issued in 14507 dili: Irj 7th 

Some s&olars estimate ther&&.el,it., 
1,015,000,000. Since Gutc&&r@d is?u 
mentioned, I’m reminded oj%&&&~~ 
letters from re,aders who 
with a piece in one of my 
questi,ons and answers in wh.iehq give 
credit to Gunenherg for disc&e&ng~- 
the art of printing. They a&%?ey%-&at b 
Gutenberg didn’t invent movabl&t ‘,x*‘$ 
at all; that Pi Sheng, a Chin&@;r RTi~: i? 
it 400 years earlier, in 104ljnti dbnt~” 
want to stir Pi Sheng’s ashes7 b$&:it 8 
seems to me that even if he’@& &$v 
cover movable type he doesn’tin&@ 
ure up to Gutenbarg’s statureIj&&~e~. 
the latter did something &uuti$t wn 
putting the dis’eovery to dsqe”wh%kthi! 
t.he Chinese let a great Wea+l’fRay 
where he found it. ri ob n y  

4 4 4 .i riS’l an7 
I wish you would give me t$$‘OiYn$&t 
written by Horace Mann, in #vW2R’Ue 
demonstrates the inconsiste’ ’ 3: @ih 
language which uses one combi % gfor$@f 
lee:srs for seven different pr&un&#- 

ifl.,ct m,\rr,: 
You’ll find it in the boo&;~&$$&!~? 

Webster: Pioneer ob LearnIna.:’ T riw: 
Though the tough cough and &&ug&~~ 

plough me through, ri brrr; s!tr 
O’er life’s dark lough, 1 di~~m,~r~~~~~,,p 

pursue. _. 
;‘Lough” stumped me, ss.yJ .$pok%$~, 

it up and learned it mea~s,~@$)&~l~ 
pronounced ei:er ilqki or ~&w,~~ ?,“, 

Editor: Religion is the 
wealthy. It oonditioqe 
cept, without’ question, 
superstitions of theology and aeondmic~~‘r 
In the interest of preaerving~P&.~oaRh r:, 
the ruling class . has always :yed)+xfcr’ 
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ganlzed religion to teach the laboring 
class-by various means and degre’es o 
intellectual and physical compulsion- 
that poverty is a virtue; that self 
sacrifice wil1 be rewarded in salvation 
of the sohl with “assurance” of an eter 
nitj of a peaceful life in a vague, myth 
lea1 Heaven. Indeed, unquestioning be 
llef and p ofound faith are the qualities 
of the ml 4 d most conductive to the ln- 
terests of entrenched wealth. -Healthy 
inquiring minds that profess lack of 
faith in the hoIy hollerlnas of pious 
authority are the aroaresslve forces now 
threatening the e&ab%i$hed order of the 
social and economic status quo of capi 
talism and its obedient servant, organ 
lzed religion. 
Spokane, Wash. ROBERT SLOCUM 

I am’ taking journalism at the Univer- 
sity of Missouri. Recently we discussed 
y&r technique ac1 1 writ& rind publiah- 
er, but found we couldn’t agree. How 
would you go about advising a young 
man who happened to want to follow in 
yuor foolalepa. 

I’d warn him to 1%~ off, for my 
way’s all poislon, if you w’ant to be 
a conventional and commercial suc- 
cess as an editor and publisher. I’m 
the freak of the printed word. Never 
try to imitate me. I’m reminded of 
a real recipe for editorial success, 
which I think will come closer to the 
hearts of these iournalism students. 
An Indiana pnbiishher w&s hiring a 
new editor for his smal,l paper, and 
here was his seund advice: 

“It’s v&y almple. All you have 
to do is print all the nice things 
you can learn about as many dlffer- 
ent persons an possible, not try to 
reform the world and insist on pet- 
ting a fair price for your advertla- 
lng and job printing.” 

There’s the &ole thina in a few 
lines. Fiollow i& and you’ll beoome a 
shining light in the worId of pub%%- 
ing. I, on the otiher hand, vioIate all 
the rules. I 8&v bad thing,8 ‘about peo- 
ple and instituti’ons I don’t li@ or 
apbrove of. I net into nasty libel 
suits. I praise the wrong people. I 
sav nice things about, immor’ar and 
subversiv6 characters and make fun 
of rmwmf’ul. u&rjn~ou~ snd Ndff-kl- 
pertant lea&~-s aP indv&rv. %a 
ohrlr&. edndatian. nna#&aro. busin&o, 
and the: like. I deliheralelv trv tt, re- 
form the world. at tke same time kid- 
&w mvself into the belief th,at I 
ha6%Vf, B~I dpn& ti mtis&nic non- 

sense in my chassis. I attack sa’ored, 
holy institutions, mlake fun of nrized 
urehlicns and .snnerstitions. exnore 
buik that has advertising &oney to 
spend, throw spit%alls at great public 
leaders, questilon the divine truths of 
religion, refuse to run away from 
controversies over the polilcies of the 
Roman Catholic Church, go in for 
‘printing infornmtion &out sex, v62- 
newtal diseases and birrth control at a 
time when the conventional world 
agreed such subje$cts should be given 
the hush-hush, and wri!te caustic arti- 
cles about teachers, preachers, poli- 
t.;cianw ,an‘d publi’cists who’ve been 
guilty of the mere offense of having 
indulged in bunk-shooting. Beside< 
I don’t insi& on aettinp a fair 
price for my advertising. -In truth, 
I don’t look for any adverti’sing 
at all, unless it happens t,o be handed 
in on a silver platiter, for in this 
matter of advmtisintr I’m more in- 
dependent th’an a hogin frozen water. 
You aan see how wrong I can be. So 
put me out of your min;d. If you must 
balk about me in cl,ass, use me as a 
horrilble exa,mple, as a warning to 
amibi’ti~ous youngsters who seek to en- 
ter the profession. But, cuming to 
think of it, I get a lot of fun out of 
my freebooting. I have a l,ot of 
trouble keening my paper going, hut 
I enjoy doing the job of writing and 
issuing 3. month ,aft,er month. Ws 
wontb a little to be free to tell wh’at’s 
on pour mind. rerardless of who’s 
bunions are b&i&d. I couldn’t do 
otherwise, because I’m made that 
way. Bdt that doesn’t mean ysrn 
sh’ould try to bme like me. 

* * f 
Editor: Just look what the mail man 

left me. I can’t Ima@ne who put my 
name on Father Martin J. Foley’s sucker 
list but the sentiment and postage were 
wasted. If Father Foley, of Jersey 
City’s Shrine of St. Jude, thinks he cam 
shankhai a Freeman reader’s hard-earn 
ed shekels with such garbare as this 
then he’d better use some of his ‘Jade 
011” to cool the fever in his brain. 

I’ve been led to believe some vile 
thines of the fathers (of what?) since 
reading The Freeman. but I’m e’trmally 
damned if I suspected they were run 
nlng a racket like this. It’s nothins but 
gloriAed voa~ooism. There’s a Nento * 
mammy anywhere in the South who’ll 
sell -YOU a paper-wad charm and lficlude 
the enaIm dil for a dime, naQ.6 meatian 
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other more intimate accommodations. 
Father (of whom?) Foley has really 

got his mail order salvation business al 
lined out, as you notice. All you have 
to do is just mark X beside your heart’s 
desire and enclose a small offering 
(but not too small). For a dollar, he’ll 
burn a candle for nine days, for a dollar 
and a half, he’ll burn a candle day and 
niaht for nine days, and for $3 he 
offers to really fix you up-a whole 
damn month of candle-light. If it’s al 
the same to Father (of whom?) Foley 
I’ll go right on paying the local utility 
company $3 for good electricity, an 
they are robbers too, incidentally. 

Please note that on Father Foley’ 
mail order salvation blank I have check 
ed “motherhood” as being my soul’s de 
sire. And now, dear editor, if you’1 
just ask your pious readers to get down 
rind pray with me I’m oo8sitive we can 
bring this glorious miracle to pass even 
though I’m as wombless as. a malo 
platypus. As for the oil of St. Jude of- 
fered by Fr. Foley, if it isn’t at. least 
90 proof I’m not intereste’d. 
Springfield, Co12 RgHAzD E. GREENE 

Bow’d you like “Grapes of Wrath” as 
a movie? 

This is, in many ways, a superior 
motion picture, sky-high above even 
the better class of Hwlly~cro~I slmws, 
but I wa,sn’t satisfie.d with it enough 
to say it’s a great picture. John 
Steinlbec~k’s otther story, “Of Mice and 
Men” is a much bett,er picture, to my 
notion. My first olbjection to “Grapes 
of Wrath” is based on the director’s 
insistence on so many night scenes. 
They’re a strain on me, if overdone. 
Alt least half of the sequences that 
were done by candle or lamp light 
could have been done in daylight, but 
I’ve learned it’s useless to ask direc.t- 
ors to go easy on these night scenes. 
They seem to think a scene’s muoh 
more dramatic and tense if it’s done 
again.st a black background and you 
can’t see more than the actor’s nos- 
trils. The characters in “Grapes of 
Wrath” didn’t seem real because I’d 
already met them in tihe book, where 
they were living, breanning people. 
Why was this? The answer is easy. 
It’s because Elder Hay,s and his bud- 
dy,Joscph Brocn, wouldn’t pass Stain- 
beck’s powerful dialogue. In the book 
one never gets the impression that 
the Okies are a defeated, hopeless 
people, even though they go through 
hell. This is sheown by their powerful, 
vigorous, Rabelaisian, aown-to-earth, 

salty speech. When you take their 
real speech away you leave only the 
shells, and that’s what the movie did 
for me-just gave me a look at a lot 
of people whose insides were sawdust. 
In the picture, the Okies are siteeped 
in Nberian gl’oom. In the novel, trhe 
social prc&Aelms areall there, but the 
ueonle are living, breathing char& 
ter:, mainly because of Steinbeck’s 
genius for catching their lively, forth- 
right, eandid speech. The picture 
makes Uhem rra&yrpamby. The novel 
presents them as ‘they are-people 
worried by economic misfortunss, but 
yet possessed of keen, alert, strong 
minds, with natures that are as much 
a growth of the soil as is a field of 
corn. Mark you, I’m not saying the 
pbture isn’t wor&h seeing. It’s a 
thousand times better than “Gone 
With the Windbag.” But it falla short 
of the navel-and ,&at, I insist, is 
because of pretentious direction and 
de-nutted, de-gutted dmlogue. Your 
answer here is that we must take it 
without the smutty speech because 
the censors would never permit us to 
enjoy Steinbeck’s candid speech. 
You’re right, of murse. If  that cm- 
&ion is to prevail, the least we can 
do is to insist that sterilized people 
aren’t the least bit like pot.ent, fertile 
people. We should refuse to pretend 
they are. You can’t ldp off a beauti- 
ful woman’s ears and nose and then 
insist her beauty hasn’t been lessened, 
By the same token, you can’t erase 
Steinbeck’s oolrorful language and say 
the whole truth is still there. We’ll 
probably never live to see the d*ay 
when the screen will be as free and 
unhampered as the printed word, but 
tihnt docsn’t mean we should abandmon 
olur erilticall standards, and say a 
thing is as good as its author con- 
ceived it when it’s peain the result is 
bloodless and gagged. 

“I hesitate to take exception to a doc- 
tor’s statement, esnecially when he 
should know where0.f he speaks, but it 
seems to me that Dr. Lipton’s diagnosis 
is a little far-fetched in ,your case. 
‘Phere mgv be some definite ratio between 
waning sexual potency and sophisticated 
stories, but I’m from Missouri. I live 
and work in constant daily association 
with 190 young men from 17 to 25 years 
old, and if they told any more spicy 
sophisticated stories than they do now 
then the day would have to be stretched _ 
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aonrliderdbly. Nor am I led to believe 
twse&wIg men are exactly impotent: 
in&&&by are a mite too potent some- 
times, $s evidenced by several sudden 
an+$,co cihle weddings at which an irate 
papa, A resided with a shot-gun (figura c 
ti$l~ ‘speaking). As for yourself, I’m 
(3 %hf’@%uon that your potency will be 
l&t .kmly,‘when ‘they lay you in your 
g~audj,I’pa P young squirt myself, and 
b~~~iRreans senile, but I certainly like 
s@r$z& a sophistmated nature.“- 

%?& ‘y&h say’yot?wa$ the Allies to 
tl(ift3Y8-G@rmang do you also favor hav- 
ingf tk&l%J.S. send our boys to Europe 
tqrL& ih the fighting? 
1’ :N& &it I favor giving every other 

kind,!.&f ::help. We should see that 
E&rlandl and France get plenty of 
supplres-money if necessary. Allied 
ord&s for war planes should be given 
dghik ofiiway, even over our own Or- 
derqr,ii!$&! INCWS~~~, me should Iend 
orgiyeiitbe Allies mo8st of our fight- 
in.g~@lanss. Our navy should be put 
to w&k ihunting down German mer- 
ehantmon and spotting raiders, with 
orders &or sink Hitler’s submarines at 
sightul:JThe only reason I oppose send- 
iufg.,mwn to Europw Lo hollp destroy 
Hj;tJerism. (and that incl~udes the 
@es),1 totalitarianisms) is because 
thisr.,wotid run oountef to public 
sentiment and thereby mlake it diffi- 
cu&d;er gerhapk impossible, to render 
thaiotbqr services lmted above. Most 
Amerir;aos admit #that, while they OP- 
poaesegding our boys to Europe, they 
wo&ln:f, mind seeing Uncle Sam 
s&+w l,&nr 15 I llioa dollars to helu 
hjm Alhim win. R e Americans aren’t 
ne&rah i We don?t want Hitler to win. 
Rut ~va,,don’t want to do the a&al 
j&&&ghting. We prefer to see +Jle 
othq&mocraci& do this nasty chore. 
Howeva&f we’re not stingy or uncoop- 
era$$ve,,jn other, less painful, ways. 
The American people aren’t going to 
stand by and see Hitiler win without 
$$!nf,y*rnethi;g a$out*it. Y 
74 ‘%$d irI to be sincerely hoped tha 
$ebu&&rm (whose letter appeared in 
t&.hlast&reeman) draws freely on the 
goed~rdohi material of The Freeman tn, 
&&&$?&&r little darlings aright into 
fi@elm~from the shackles of supersti 
#l&~ran&~bunk. Out of some 30 teachers 
th%t#Zltudied under, there is one tha 
sttindsrforth as having influenced my 
Iif& i&e %s a Freeman reader today. It 
~ti@Qt@+ who. acquainted me with the 

Little Blue Books, thus showing me the 
aath to intellectnal freedom.“-Reader. - * * a+ 

“The gag about eating Keats brings 
to mind another one: she had learned, 
that Sir Walter Scott was one of his 
chief admirations and so, to make con 
versation, she agreed enthasiasticadly 
with all of his opinions. Too enthusi 
aalically, he r*lapected. IIe therefore 
led her on: IVANHOE, she opined, was 
‘wonderful’; WAVERLY was ‘too cute 
for words’; MARMION was ‘marvelous. 
Finally be said, ‘And have .you read his 
latest: his great work, ,EMULSION?’ 
‘Sure,’ from the innocent thing, Tha 
was perfectly darling, too!“‘-C. A 
Lang, MO. 

I sincerely believe your great pioneer- 
ing in the field of sex education has 
helped give the American people a 
healthy, honest attitude regarding our 
numerou’s emotional problems, sex queti- 
tions, and, above all, venereal diseases. 
When you began your wonderful edu- 
cational work, the average newspaper 
tabooed even mention of the two main 
sex diseases. Once in a while they spoke 
timidly of “social diseases.” Now they 
use the word syphilis in the headlines. 
I consider it a fact that you blazed the 
way for truth and candor. But it seems 
to me that many writers on syphilis go 
to the extreme of exaggeration and 
sensationalism. For \ example, the en- 
closed Dress clipping claims that 10 
percent of our people are syphilitics. 
Do you accept that statement as true? 

It’s a gross exaggeration. It’s 
nearer the truth to say that hardly 
more than 1 percent of the people 
have this dis.ease. My authority is a 
distinguished writer in this field, Dr. 
S. Adolphus Knopf, author of my 
Li;ttIe Blue Bo,ok No. 299, entitled, 
“Medical Aspects of Birth Control.” 
Dr. Knopf is one of the most respect- 
ed figures in the world of medicine, 
a science whidh he’s been serving for 
a half century. Here’s what Dr. 
‘Knlopf says : 

“I question the wisdom of the 
statements made by some author- 
ities that ,&he American population 
is afflicted with venereal disease to 
the extent of 10 percent. I do not 
believe that any specialist in genito- 
urinary diseases, skin specialists, or 
general practitioners would be will- 
ing or able to verify this certainly 
much exaggerated stateme&, which 
in my humble opinion is fraught 
with danger to the peace of mind 
and happiness of the individual citi- 
zen, aside from damaging the good 
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the American people but the record shows that their liter- 
ature was aimed at the educated, in- 
t,eIhgent minority while I struck out 
in the diretction of the masses. With 
the help of contributors like Wm. J. 
Fielding. Jos. McCabe. Havelock Ellis. 
MBargar<t Sanger, fir. Knopf,. and 
many otthers, I lined up a s&es of 
works that helped bring facts and 
simple truths ito the ma,sses who 
wlanted to know albout their sexual 
lives, marriage, sex diseases, birth 
control, sexrtai hygiene, and t~ie like. 
I’ve lived to see the day when some 
of mv severest critics came over to 
my side. So’me memibers of the clergy, 
who used t#o tear me to shreds in their 
ser,mon:s, now pass reisoiutions calling 
for wider sex knowledrre and the estab- 
Ilishment, of birth can&l clinics. The 
Fundamentalists-and here trhe Cath- 
olics lead the para’de-are still cling- 
ing to their obscurantism, bmut even 
their followens are beginning to ques- 
tion their twislted logic and invalid 
in,ferences. They’re doomed to the 
dustbin of history. 

reputation of 
in general.” 

Dr. Charles Gordon Heyd, former 
president of the A.M.A., adds that 
serologic t.ests in N.Y.C. “showed a 
syphilis rate of 1% percent.” Dr. 
OharIes Bolduan, of the N.Y. Health 
Dqpantmen,t, points out tlhat Dhe U.S. 
Publime He~slth Sarvire (which has b’een 
blamed for some of the sensational 
figures) claims in the O’c$ober, 1939, 
issue of The New York State Journal 
OS Medicine, that “a routine Wassec- 
mann test of the entire population of 
the countrv would show a svuhilis 
rate o,f p&haps 1 perceti.” -?hat’s 
bad enourrh. f#or it mean,s 1.300,OOO 
American; dave syphilis. In ihe case 
of gonorrhea, the situation is worse. 
Hsowever, nothing is to be gained by 
exaggerating the prob81em. B,otb dis- 
eases could be wiped out in a genera- 
tion if we would throw as.ide our 
puritanism and tackle the job as a 
quesfion of scien’ce and hygiene, in- 
stead of a moral issue. Not many 
years ago, people who’ had venereal 
diseases were aointed out as social 
o&a&s, immoral cri~mmin~als. Now we 
look on them, in the ‘main, as un- 
for’tunate people who had the bad 
lu’ck to get sick. I agree wi+h my 
reader tihen he says I helped break 
do,wn America’s prissiness alb80ut sex- 
ual diseases and related auestions. 
But there’s stfill -a I;& of w&k to be 
done. We’ve only begun to get the 
mess cleaned up. It’ll take time, but. 
I’m optimistic enough to believe our 
eflorts will suoceed.- I recall how the 
good peosple 15 and 20 years ago used 
to bawl me out in print and from 
puIpits because of my “sex litera- 
ture.” As mg readers know, mg ma- 
terial on sex” has always been &ien- 
tific and educational, and yet I’ve 
been made to endure the worst kind 
of insults because I dared treat sex- 
ual problems in the same way we 
should other social questions. Sever- 
al attemnta wcro mode to slap me 
in thle hoosegow, buit wi!thout su&ess. 
A few decades earlier I would have 
been suppressed and crushed. Yes, 
the world moves. Prejudices die hard, 
but they do surrender slowly before 
the white light of publicity. Of 
course, there were other publisfriers 
and writers in this field when I began 
what my friend calls “pioneering,” 

“I notice that you, along with most 
other journalists, statesmen and many 
authors, repeatedly neglect one uf the 
suggestions made in one of your own 
booklets aimed at the imurovement of 
our use of English (Willi‘s-F. Forbes’ 
‘The Right Word’): YOU often use the 
word ‘each’ where Le&y’ would be bet- 
ter. The same goes for ‘though’ where 
it should be ‘although.’ How about set- 
ting others the same good example with 
these wands that you’ve set with ‘only’ 
and ‘very’? (This ie by way of appre- 
ciative, more than of adverse, criticism: 
I’ve learned more from you along these 
lines than I’ll ever be able to teach 
you.)“-C. A. Lang, MO. 

‘“To me the irresistible appeal of The 
Freeman is its intimacy. It is written 
about the things ,its readers want to 
know about. They take a definite part 
in its publication by asking the ques- 
tions, or if they choose they can write 
in and raise particular hell about some- 
$lyooand that is verv aat to be arint- 

. You are not one sided or ‘my- 
sided’ to the exclusion of reason. If 
someone disagrees he can say his say, 
though it is to be note’d that ordinarily 
you go on to do a scathing job of 
squelching him.“-Reader. 

What does Q. E. D. stand for? 
It’s a Latin abbreviation, meaning 

“which is demonstrated.” 
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Answers to Unasked Questions 
The Dies committee’s report to the 

House included a paragraph on William 
Dadley Pelley, leader of the Fascist 
group known as the Sliver Shirt Legion 
o,f America, which sounded like a resume 
of the numerous pieces I wrote about 
Pelley three years before the country 
ever heard of the Dies investigation. If 
you think I’m blowing, look into my 19 
vo’lumes of questions and answers, ill 
which a great deal uf apace in accorded 
to Fascist and Nazi leaders like the 
Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, James True, 
E. N. Sanctuary, Robert E. Edmondson, 
Father Coughlin and, of course, Pelley 
-and most of this wordage was banged 
off my typewriter years before the 
tb:eriean people became conscious of 

menace of our anti-democratic 
forces. But, to return to Pelley, here’s 
what the Dies report sald about him: 
“From the documentary evidence and 
testimony before the COmmittee con- 

cerning the activities of Pelley, the con- 
clusion that he is a racketeer engaged 
in mulcting thousands of dollars an- 
nually from his fanatical and misled 
followers and credulous people all over 
the United States and certain foreign 
countries, is inescapable.” That, I re- 
peat, is exactly what I said-and 1 
proved my charge. By the way, most of 
the facts I printed about the Rev. Win- 
rod, the Jayhawk Nazi, were used by 
Kansa5 anti-Fascists as campaign ma- 
terial when Winrod ran for the U.S. 
Senate. He knows it was my pioneering 
work that made it possible for the antl- 
Winrod forces to go Ibefore the people 
with facts about his Nazi-inspired ca- 
reer. That’s why that Man of Gawd 
hates my guts. 

While he didn’t let any woman make 
a fool of him, he went to great pains to 
make a fool of himself. 

A person can always justify himself 
even when he knows he’s done the rot- 
tenest things. 

The reason we don’t have more vice 
is because so many virtuous people lack 
imagination. 

We’re all bargain-hunters, looking for 
something for nothing.. An AP dispatch 
from a Southern city tells of a woman 
who entered a restaurant and aske’d the 
waiter at the counter the price of a 
bacon and egg sandwich.. When told it 
was a dime, she ‘asked, “How many 
eggs?” Told she’d get one egg, she ask- 
ed: “How many slices of bacon?” Told 
she’d get two slices, she studied a while, 

’ shook her head and &arted to leave. 
Before she reached the door, the 

counter-boy yelled: “But, Madame, .~ the 
bread is absolutely free!” She ordered 
a sandwich. 

Bernard Shaw, who wrote many 
shrewd pieces on music a half century 
ago, in addition to naming Handel as 
his favorit,e composer (a @election I, 
can’t endorse, not that it matters) held 
that an orchestra wasn’t worth listening 
to unless it could produce a fortissimo 
that gave its listeners concussion of the 
brain, a sentiment that I OK right bang. 
And the same goes for soloists. I’f you 
haven’t a good fortissimo in your sys- 
tem, you’re just another Mr. Puny 
Pants. 

The purpose of “Catholic Action” is 
nothing molt than to implement tho 
slogan, “Make America Catholic,” and 
that means to unmake traditional 
Americanism, place public education in 
the hands of the priests, deny American 
oit,izens the right to a divorce, withhold 
from American adults birth control in- 
formation, place representatives of 
Roman Ecclesiasticism in positions as 
censors over what we shall read, say 
and do, install in democratic America 
the Clerico-Fascist authoritarianism of 
Italy, Spnin and Pnrtllgnl, rcwr,itr. n,,r 
fundamental law sb that anyone who in- 
dulges in religious controversy becomes 
automatically a criminal, and in other 
~;r~udcover American life Vv&th ,i$ 

of totalltariarrism. 
keep in mind Pope Leo XdII’s plain, 
blunt statement: “If the laws of the 
State are manifestly at variance with 
the divine law, containing enactments 
hurtful to the [Catholic]- Church . . . 
then trulv. TO RESIST BECOMES A 
Posmvti buTY. TO 0~~y.2 CRIME.” 
This is no idle chatter, as students who 
have studied Catholic Action in Spain 
know. A5 Dr. L. H. Lehmann pointedly 
says, “The Vatican is as much a seat of 
world-government as the Kremlin hopes 
ever to he.” He then asks what Ameri- 
ca would say and DO to Communists if 
Stalin ordered his followers in the U.S. 
by paraphrasing Leo’s above command 
as follows: “If the laws of the United 
States are manifestly at variance with 
Communist doctrine, containing enact- 
ments hurtful to the Communist CaUSe 

then truly, to resist becomes a pos- 
i&e dutv. to obev. a crime.” In Cath- 
tholic schools in- ‘the U.S., including 
their colleges, the priests teach frank- 
ly, in harmony with their Catechism of 
Christian Doctrine, that all good Cath- 
olics are obligated to condemn Ameri- 
ca’s liberal democracy. If this sounds 
extreme, let me refer my readers to 
Question 123, p, 133, where they ~111 
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find that our liberalism and democracy 
are “founded principally on the fact 
that modern society rests on liberty of 
conscience and of worship, on liberty of 
speech and of the press,” all of which 
Roman Ecclesiasticism rejects. 

Walter Winchell tells a rotten, filthy, 
immoral, disgusting, lascivious, porno- 
graphic story which I’m reprinting as a 
warning to rcadcrs and as a salutary 
lesson in what constitutes depraved ob- 
scenity. The yarn: A fellow was walk- 
ing up and down outside a maternity 
ward, awaiting the announcement of the 
birth of his child. A nurse finally came 
out and said: “Congratulations, you’re 
the father of a baby girl!” to which 
he indifferently said: “Thank you,” and 
then started to leave. “Don’t you want 
to see vour wife and child?” the nurse 
asked. “‘No,” he told her, “we’re mad. 
We haven’t spoken in three yenrs” The 
nurse, astounded, replied: “B-b-but the 
baby?” “Oh.” was the retort, “we’re 
not that mad!” 

The following crap is a liters1 trans- 
lation of a noem that appeared in the 
Moscow Pravda: 
0 Great Stalin, 0 Leader of the Nations, 
Thou who makest man to be born, 
Thou who makest the earth fertile, 
Thou who makest the centuries young, 
Thou who make& the spring bloom, 
Thou who makest the cords ring nut. 

music, 
Thou who are the splendor of my spring, 
0 Thou, sun reflected by millions of 

hearts _ 

When told that doctors now believe 
low-neck dresses may ward off pneu- 
monia, an unhallucinated skeptic polite- 
ly commente,d: “Well, according to that, 
some of the women at that social Pun+ 
tion last night must have been trying 
to ward off piles.” 

A woman who had married, in swift 
succession, (1) a banker, (2) an actor, 
(3) a preacher and (4) an undertaker, 
was asked why she went in for such 
varled types of men, and answered; “It’s 
my idea of the cycle of life: one for 
the money, two for the show, three to 
get ready, and four to go.” 

Two Irishmen we;Eeorking in front 
of a cat-house an Episcopal 
clergyman came tripping along, knocked, 
and was shown into the fancy house. 
The two fellows on the sidewalk crack- 
ed several jokes about the patron who 
had just gone in. Soon along came a 
rabbi, and the Irishmen got off a new 
string of smart cracks. Then came 11 
Baptist preacher, who also knocked on 
the door and was admitted. The hilar- 
ious Irishmen could hardly restrain 
themselves. Finally, a Catholic priest 
walked up the steps, knocked, and was 
permitted to enter the house. Wlde- 
eyed, one Irishman said to the ot;her: 

“By golly, somebody must be dead in 
thnt hnnae.” 

I want to thank those readers who 
wrote in to suggest that I gather my lit- 
tle jokes into a volume. I may want to 
do this sometime, but I don’t see any ” 
particular reason for this right now. 
All those jokes can be found in my 13 
volumes of Questions and Answers. If 
you like that Bert of humor all you need 
do is browse through the books. They’re 
all there and a yard wide. They make 
quite a collection. 
Coatomel-‘s reouest; A coov of Keats’s 
“Ode to a Grecian Churn.‘; 

Stories about screwballs usually in- 
terest me. I refer to those like the one 
I printed recently, in wh,ich a nut had 
a baker throw away two cakes before 
one was produced that suited his taste. 
He wanted the lettering to be just a 
certain way. When it suited him at last, 
he calmly proceeded to eat the cake 
right t,here in the shop. Another story 
along the same line tells of a young 
ma’n who spent an entire week going 
from store to store changing a dollar 
bill into two half dollars, tlhe half dol- 
lars into four quarters, the quarters 
into 10 dimes, the dimes into 20 nickels, 
and the nickles into 100 pennies. Direct- 
ly he had 100 pennies, he began revers- 
ing the process, until he again had a 
dollar bill. After he had gone through 
t&his strange procedure three times, 
someone ventured to inquire what on 
earth his purpose was. The young man 
Ilfte,d an index Anger, and smiled, 
craftily. .“Some day” he explained, 
“somebody is going to make a mistake 
-‘and it isn’t going to be me!” 

After having b’een bored by many 
long-winded and effusive chairmen I 
cam appreciate the way Mark Twain ‘in- 
troduced a speaker: “There’s on1 

6 
two 

things I can say about this man. ne is 
that he’s never be’en in jail, and the 
other is that I don’t know why he 
hasn’t.” 

Hear’d in the examining-room at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.: A 
patient (to be friendly and make con- 
versation) said to another patient: 
“Hello, I’m aching from arthritis.” The 
other patient: “Glad to know you. I’m 
Mandlehaum from Chicago.” 

A mhiakr, whu wcas married and l&ad 
a family, visited a priemst who lived in 
an excellent, well-furnished home that 
looked like a palace. Said the preacher: 
“Comfortable quarters you have here, 
Father.” “Yes” replied the priest, “YOU 
ministers havk your better halves, while 
we priests have our better quarters.” 

It has been ohserved many times 
th’at whenever you ring the doorbell of 
one, of these magnificent residences the 
door ds usually opened by a md-bok- 
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ing maid. Of course, no one would think 
of even hinting that theme pret,ty or 
buxom housekeepers help their saintly 
masters while away dull night hours. 

I’m always glad to have my readers 
send me down-to-earth jokes, which I’ll 
use if at all printable. Just because a 
5tory is funny it doebsn’t follow it’s 
printable. First, it can’t contain any 
dirty words. Second, there must be 
some subtlety about tihe thing. In short, 
sophfisticated. 

“Dear Madam,” wrote the Heart 
Throb c~olumn1st to an inquiring parenl, 
“you ‘say you have been trying to keep 
your daughter at home by hiding her 
clothes. I am afraid you have not been 
around much. Try hiding the kit which 
contains all her articles that come un- 
der the general heading of ‘Feminine 
Hygiene.’ ” 

It’s not only the facts a writer sends 
through his mill; it’s the twist he gives 
them. Bernard Shaw, ever the superb 
journalislt, knows t,his trick of the trade. 
Take tlhe simple fact about the money 
some English musicians sent to the dy- 
ing Beethoven. Look ,how he runs it in 
and turns it into a club. Here’s G.B.S. 
at his best: “I have occasionally re- 
marked thiut the only entirely creditable 
incident in English history is the aend- 
ing of 100 pounds to Beethov’en on his 
deathbed by the London Philharmonic 
Society, and it is the only one %hat 
historians never mention.” . . . Shaw 
doesn’t admit it, but it’s my notion an- 
other creditable incident in Engllah 
history is the way GB.S. is permitted 
to voice his unpopular opinions about 
the war, even though tfhey are usually 
anti-British, with bows to Stalin, MU- 
solini and Hitler. If he were a Russian, 
German or Italian, and talked about 
the dictatorship the way he gabs about 
the British, he’d be s!het wiLhin the 
hour. Those Engliah have something 
that’s mighty fine, and I hope Show 
lives long enough to admit it. 

The other evening, at a concert, I 
made constructive use of the intermis- 
sion by visiting the men’s room-you 
know, the place reserved for men of 
action who want to do things. On the 
door was the usual sign, “MEN,” but 
afitter it some wag had pencilled me 
words “AT WORK ” 

Philip Kapleau, ‘New Haven Conn., 
says this is his favorite limerick: 
“There was a girl named Alice who 
we&d. in a Catholic chalice;. now, it is 
my belief she did it for rehef and not 
out of Protestant malice.” 

Reviewing, without reading, millions 
of my printed words, I came away with 
the impression that my hindsight’s 
never failed me yet. 

Schoolboy boners b4ong to one form 

of humor which doesn’t amuse me. But 
that dwan’t stnn nw= ,frnm nmiline when- 
ever I think of what happened when my 
sister, who was a teacher in the Phila- 
delphia public schools for sevenal dec- 

-ades, asked a pupil to define water. He 
replied: “Water is what turns black 
when you pat your ‘hands in it.” 

Rob Wagner: “The easiest way to 
m~nkc a woman is to make o million.” 

A dwarfish lout was boasting how he 
was able to make Dhe girls holler. When 
asked how such a runt could make them 
holler. he replied: “I didn’t vlrv ‘em.” 

Professor julsian Huxley recalls the 
story of the philosopher and the theolo- 
gian. The two were engaged in dispu- 
tation and the tlheologian used the old 
quip about a philosopher resembling a 
blind man, in a.dark room, lo’oking for 
a mhlack cat-which wasn’t there. “That 
may be *rue,” staid the philosophser; 
“but a theologian would have found it.” 

The first half of Huxley’s story 
6,’ used before, but my fellow looking 
for the black cat was a mystic instead 
of a philosopher. The tag line is a gem, 
8’0 I feel my old anecdot,e is improved 
upon. I confess that I’ve liked the line 
about t,he mystic in the dark cellar- 
too much, in Sruth. because I find I’ve 
repeated myself, using the sentence four 
or five times in the 19 volumes of my 
questions and answers. I don’t do that 
often. 

Little things St;:+-ig a;~~rn~~ts;n~~ 
‘~sophisticated” 
Some readers say the>re good; others 
insist they’re the tools of Satan. Well, 
t2,gisea ,“;” scattered through my 19 

where new rea 
yestlons and answers, 

ers can judge for them- 
selves. They help lighten the heavy 
stuff about Fascism, Nazism, Commu- 
niam, New Dealism. taxes,, Socialism. 
and the like. At least that’s my notion. 

An Agnostic, who lived to a ripe, old 
age, was, as he lay dying, pestered by 
his wife to mend his philusvphy uf life, 
writes Fred Hamann,, Pekin, Ill. Aa 
the last labored breaths came on, his 
wife leaned over him and queried about 
his preparation for death, expecting 
him to pray and send for the pastor. 
“Sure, I’m ready to dtie,” he replied. 
“Isn’t dying at my age a,s natural as 
being born a baby before I WOB a day 
old? I’m not proud of much I’ve done 
in my life, but I’ve had a pretty good 
time whiIe it lasted, so I’m not regret- 
tin’ anything, either.” Undaunted, the 
poor woman still persisted in wringing 
a confession of faith from him. As 
she chided and cajoled, his eyes stared 
fixedly upward from the pillow. Of. a 
sudden, she paused and qu,ickly wiped 
her tears away. She had noticed a 
strange gldw creeping into his eyes. 
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“&John!” ‘she cried. “What do you 
The Lord comity in ail Die 

glory?” “No!” he groaned impatiently, 
as he shoved off. “I never did like that 
damn puce-colored wallpaper you put 
on the ceiling!” 

Bernard Shaw is a tall and thin vige- 
tarian. The late Gilbert K. Chesterton, 
who was as big as an ox and fat as two 
Falstalfs, loved plenty of meat, which 
he stowed away quickly and neatly. One 
day these two met. Said Chesterton: 
“To look at you a person would think 
there was a famine in England.” Re- 
plied Shaw: “And to look at you he 
would think you were the cause of it.” 

Eskimo Lover: “I have come a thou- 
sand miles through ice and snow with 
my dog ,team just to tell you I love 
you, have never loved anyone else, will 
never love else-” 
Sweetie: 9’hata;s”?% of mush.” 

Eskimo 

One of the first discoveries Charlie 
Chaplin made was that the sudden col- 
lanse nf dignity is a sure-fire nroducer 
of laughs. The other day I heard of an 
incident that helps prove Chaplin’s 
point. Our hero is a lawyer who’s SO 
dignified and pompons he “struts sit- 
ting down.” During a big trial he came 
into court after having visited the 
toilet, where he’d stuffed his pocket with 
o long strip of toilet naner, the reason 
being he’d forgotten to pick up a hand- 

*kerchief. He figured he could use it in 
an emergency. In court, he got into a 
heated argument, fnrgnt he had no hand- 
kerchief, reached for his pocket and 
yanked. The jury, true to Chaplin’s 
formula, laffed right out with a big bust. 

A stupid man, after a long li.fe of 
stupidity, wrote a foolish book. He 
sent his writings to other fools, who, 
in turn, sent him their works. After a 
mlllion such fuolu bad embalmed their 
notions in print, a truth-seeker blasted 
their folly with a book. All the fools 
got together to ridicule the heretic. 
They heape,d so much abuse on him that 

,-‘he was lost, his soft voice drowned out 
by the roar of idiots. Thus does stu- 
pidity grow. 

An elenhant and a flea together cross- 
ed a bridge. As it shook with their 
weight, the flea got all puffed up. 

I’ve written many books on a theme 
that Benjamin Franklin covered in three 
words: “Fools multiply folly.” 

Nothing leaves us faster than praise 
we never earned. 

The world doesn’t nee,d more great 
men. Our real need is more men. 

Wisdom can be gagged, but never 
folly. 

Two lies c,an smother one truth. 

The truth usually takes a beating 

when it tries to stand up to self-inter- 
est. a 

When it came time for the man to 
die, he called his old dog-to his bedside 
and told him they’d meet in Heaven. 
But the dog still felt unhappy. Sensing 
the pooch’s anguish, the man brought 
cheer into the faithmful animal’s eyes 
when he got over to him the fact that 
Heaven is a place th’at contains an end- 
less row of telegraph poles. 

Said Robert G. Ingersoll: Heaven aOr 
climate, Hell for company. 

If an idea can’t be expressed in simple 
words it can’t be important. 

Mr. Book-Writer moaned long and 
loud over the way he had been mls- 
quoted. Later he felt even worse when 
he saw himself quoted accurately. 

The game man who will gladly do a 
great many things for nothing will 
squawk when he’s underpaid for doing 
EL little thing. 

A fool can’1 hlda his stupidity even 
when he’s acting on good advice. 

-I’m always suspicious of any writer 
who sets lots of words in capital let- 
ters. 

We’re all taught to honor work, but 
never to honor a workingman. 

‘I recall bearins this sentence the lost 
time I was in New York: “If vou’re 80 
smart, why aren’t you rich?” I Arst 
thought it was meant to be humorous, 
but soon real&d it was said acriously. 

I know a man who has spent many 
years writing on the Gospel of Work, 
but hasn’t done a day’s work in his life. 

A customer called the photographic 
department, to ask if they would en- 
large a snapshot of ‘her son. Of course 
they would. Than ah-wanted t’o know 
if they could remove his hat-she would 
rather have the enlargement without it. 
That, too, could be done; but on which 
aide did the lad Dart, his {hair and was 
it straight or curly? “Don’t be silly,” 
snapped the woman. “You’ll see that 
when you take his hat off!” 

When asked her opinion of some of 
the modern dances the young woman 
said she di,dn’t like them because they 
were nothing more than the gestures of 
sex set to music. He: “Well, what la 
there you object to about that?” She: 
‘The music.” 

Any time I get the impish notlon I 
can send at leaal $0 of mv reader* into 
a frenzy by writing a sentence laying 
I don’t think aluminum cooking utensils 
are poisonous. 

An English servant girl came to her 
mistress at the end of the first week 
and said: “Mum, I’ll have to leave.” 
“Why, Mary,” said the mistress, ‘you’ve 
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been here only a week and we’ve tried 
to make it comfortable for you. What’s 
wrong?” “Well, Mum, it’s them ‘orrid 
texts in my bedroom. I can’t abear ‘em.” 
“Horrid texts, Mary? What texts?” 
asked the old puritan lady in astonish- 
ment. “Well, Mum, there’s one just over 
my bed: ‘Be ye always ready for ye 
know not the day nor the hour when the 
Malster com,eth.’ ” ‘Well?” asked th,e 
ol,d lady, “what do you object to in 
that?” “Well, Mum,” said Mary, setting 
her jaw, “I’ve been ready a week and 
he ain’t come yet. I can’t sleep-.” 

People aren’t so jealous of a success- 
ful man as they’re maliciously satisfied 
when that man begins slipping to the 
bottom. 

We all have our own ways of getting 
a line on the financial standing o,f our 
business neighbors. One storekemeper, 
who was running a seemingly successful 
establishment, told volumes about him- 
self when he ordered his newspaper 
stopped. A few months later he went 
broke, but this didn’t surprise those 
who had commented on his failure to 
ke’ep taking his daily paper. The local 
banker, who doesn’t notice such little 
things, lost a tidy ,sum on some of his 
notes. 

He lived a rnnnermted life. For 50 
years he never smoked, drank likker or 
monkeved with fancv (or alain) women. 
The church meant &&thing ‘to him. 
He was no hvnocrite rbout it. either. 
He never sinnk;l, never even wanted to 
sin. All he wanted was to have enough 
money saved to make a trip to the Holy 
Land. Finally, he was able to go. On 
his way back, he met his first tempta- 
tion-a fancy gal-an,d fell for her. 
Meeting, making and leaving-all took 
hardly more than ao hour. Dy the time 
he got home-where he was scheduled to 
deliver talks on what he’d seen in the 
Holy Land-he was nursing a dose of 

Clap. On the other lm11c1, I’ve known 
many hardened sinners who’ve tried 
everything, and as for women, they’ve 
taken them in rows-and without a 
single bit of hard luck. I suppose the 
proper thing to ‘say is that life’s funny 
that way. It sounds bromidic, but it’s 
true. 

I wonder if you readers have ever 
noticed that I never write anything 
that’s intended to show you how to live 
a Better Litfe. I suuuose the real reason 
is I don’t give a damn. 

Nothing unm#asks a man like the 
knowledge that no one’s looking. 

It’s mean and small to go through life 
filled with suspicion, but it’s worse to 
be played for a sucker. 

I reoall when I was a boy, riding on 

a street car one cold day, watching a 
tierman squirm and squawk because the 
conductor permitted the door to remain 
open too long, thus allowing gusts of 
icy air to chill him to the bone. Asfter 
he had stood as much of this as he 
could, the German cried to the conduc- 
tor: “Eider you will leaf der door open 
or you von’t close it at all.” 

Miriam Kelly, of Chicago, writing in 
The Atlantic Monthly, calls attention 
to a well-known commercial product, 
which says, on its container, that it’s 
“efficacious for artificial dentures.” She 
properly adds : “Surely ‘good for false 
teeth’ would be as adequat,e a descrip- 
tion.” There’s no telling what’s going 
to happen to the dear, old English lan- 
guage now that advertising writers have 
gone in for high-toned veribiage. It looks 
as though thoy’rc going to out-do Eng- 
lish cabinet members, who have a talent 
for jumping off at the deep end. 
Literary diarrhea is a hard ailment to 
CUP=. 

I don’t imagine any man of genius 
ever gave as much time, thought and 
energy to sex as did Frank Harris, but 
in his old age he stopped now and then 
to sing the praises of chastity, though 
I suspect his interest here was only 
acad,emie. In his autobiography (2nd 
vol.1 he tells a storv of Balzac to il- 
lustrate how the passiorrate embrace 
affect’s the creative power of the artist. 
Harris thinks it’s told by Balzac’s 
friend, Gautier. The great novelist came 
in one day with a gloomy face and 
cried, “Another masterpiece lost to 
French literature.” “What do you 
mean?” Gautier asked. Balzac replied, 
“I had a wet dream last night, and con- 
sequently shall not be able to conceive 
any ~norl story fnr nt lonat R fnrtnight, 
yet I could certainly write a master- 
niece in that time.” Harris concludes 
from this that Balz,ac like Shakespeare 
must have heen of poor virility. He 
adds : “Dbdn’t Shakespeare cry at 34 or 
five that the exhausting effects of pas- 
sion filled him with hatred, an experi- 
ence that ‘few healthy men reach be- 
fore 55 and some of us, thank God! 
never reach at all.” 

From Mary Moore’s booklet, “Stay 
Yuung With Your Arterles”: ‘*Why keep 
up with the Joneses? They’re not going 
anywhere.” 

Dr. Logan Clendening, in a speech, 
once *said: “Two greatly ex.aggerated 
things-home lovin’ and Southern 
cookin’.” 

F. P. A. writes that he saw Heywood 
Broun at a poker game, where he said: 
“Deal me out a few rounds. Got to write 
a column.” And, says F. P. A., he would 
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write, in 30 minutes, <‘a column that 
was as likely to be one of hia bcst- 
which is no faint praise-as me that 
he spent four hours in writing” 
F. P. A tells how he was struck “from 
time to time by what I imagined was 
Broun’s brotherhood to Abraham Lin- 
coln. For both had great humor, charm, 
and a deep and sincere feeling for the 
underdog.” 

Heywood Broun’s last joke involved 
an overgrown papoose, whom the chief 
exnelled. saving: “You big: uuit us.” 
“That ” Broun explained, “is the origin 
of ‘u~biquitous.9 ” 

My readers probably recall that I like 
to spill words now and then over the 
pious cavortings of Michigan’s Govern- 
or Dickinson, who always prays when- 
ever some pressing question of State 
cmnes up. The N.Y. Times carries a rc- 
port about the recent Chrysler strike, 
in which the praying Governor explains 
how he prayed hard to end the trouble. 
Of co”rac, aaid Dickinson, hc gut come 
a&stance by appeals to Gawd, but 
hastily added “we may have to ask for 
something better” if the present course 
seems unwimse. The great Chinese scien- 
tist and Freudian, Dr. Wang Hung Low, 
taught me, in one of his lectures, that 
little rems.rks-slips of the tongue- 
are important. In Dickinson’s case we 
see that the Governor doesn’t really be- 
lieve in his orgies o#f prayer or he 
wouldn’t have admitted he’d turn to 

, “something better” if his direct con- 
versations with Gawd didn’t produce the 
desired political and economic results. 

When a woman asked the party in 
front to take off her hat, she obeyed, 
but I noticed she ,sat up as tall as 
possible and pushed her hair up high 
an the wnmnn hehid hw mnldn’t see 
the movie. The damned human race. 

When President Roosevelt appointed 
a “personal” ambassador to the world’s 
greatest religiona racket. the Vatican, 
word went out that this was the right 
thing to do because the Papal State is 
the spiritual headquarters of the world. 
If that’s so-and I don’t care to get into 
an argument with the Great Spirit- 
then why didn’t Roosevelt appoint a 
spirit to represent him in Rome? He 
couldn’t call up Tom Palne or Rubell 
G. ,Ingersoll, because they’re busy stok- 
ing boilers in Hell and will be kept 
there from now on, but there are many 
other acceptable and comortent splrlts 
in the other world-the lush land of 
agile angels and pearly palaces. Billy 
Sunday wouldn’t mind leaving Gawd:s 
\lry for a while in order to do hrs 

’ William Jennings Bryan is an- 
other likely candidate. The Pope 
couldn’t squawk mnch because he be- 

lieves in such spirits and doesn’t deny 
Gawd’e ~owcr to send one down to earth 
when c&ditions demand such extreme 
action. Another talking point in favor 
of this suggestion is that spirits can 
operate without expense accounts, thus 
saving the U.S. Treasury a tidy sum. 

As sonny was 16 years old, dad de- 
cided he was ready for the Facts of 
Life, so he went into a long lecture on 
how he’d never kissed a girl until he 
courted the boy’s mother and ha,d never 
had a sex experience before or after 
his marriage, saving all that for the 
dear, little wife. “Son, I wonder if you’lij 
he able to say the same to your chil- 
dren.” The son, who was wise for his 
years, answered: “I think so, dad, but 
not with such a straight face as yours.” 

An old duffer had a young and pretty 
wife. One day a friend fnnnd the hus- 
band walking, lost in thought. “I hope 
!;N”, n;; interrupting.” “saicJ the .friend. 

, !  my dear fellow, replred the 
old man, “but I have ground for 
thought: my wife tells me she thinks 
she’s pregnant-and he pursed his lips 
in self-satisfaction. “Good God,” cried 
the friend, “whom do you suspect?” 

The Carlton Club; in London, is the 
official club of the Conservative Party. 
One day a new member put up on the 
notice board a request the1 the noble- 
man who had stolen his umbrella should 
return it immediately. Another mem- 
ber insisted that the nobleman’ should 
be named or the notfce be, taken down. 
Later the squawker admitted he didn’t 
know the nobleman’s name. “Why then 
do you think it is a nobleman?” the 
secretary asked. “Well, this club, ac- 
cording to your own statement’s, is made 
up of noblemen and gentl’emen. No 
gentleman would steal an umbrella, so 
it must be a nobleman.” 

A Negro porter was explaining the 
meaning of tact. “The other day a lady’s 
bell rang,” he said. “She was ,a real 
beauty from old Virginny. When I 
opened the ‘door there she was, night 
opposite me, in her bath. Yes, sir, in 
her bath. Of course, I drew the door to 
at once, saying ‘scwe me please, Sir, 
scuse me! ’ Now the ‘scuse me’ was Po- 
liteness, but the ‘Sir!’ that was ‘tact,‘- 
BCC, ‘tact’1 

One of the final tests of an educated 
man is his ability to know when he 
should accept authority for what he 
hoIds to be true, and when to reject 
authority. 

A solemn lady, while engaging a maid, 
asked all sorts of questions, which the 
girl withstood with perfect propriety. 
At length the lady asked: “Oh, Mary, 
have you been conhrmed?” Mary hang 
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her head for a moment, then replied in 
a low voice: “Yes. Mum. once. but the 
Salvation Army gbt the baby adopted 
for me.” 

It’s hard to believe the ‘fact that mil- 
lions of people in this civilized country 
actually still believe all the Bible’s 
fables. Only a few minutes ago I listen- 
ed to a ra,dio sermon in which a Fun- 
damentalist said he believed in Noah’s 
Ark and the Flood. I wonder what such 
a person wouldd say if he were asked 
to explnin hnw, in thn fare of the Bihlda 
Flood, many parts of the world, includ- 
ing numernus islands, show animals 
that couldn’t fly or swim. 

A bashful boy’s mother sent him to 
the store to buy a commode. The clerk 
was a woman, of course, and the little 
boy was reticent about asking out loud 
fur a w,nu~~wde. He decided lu rewrt to 
the universal sign language and pointed 
above to a shelf containing enamelware 
pitchers and the rural bedroom neces- 
s1ty. The lady clerk saw he was drawlng 
a Ibead on something on the shelf and 
aske,d. “pitcher?” “Nope,” the little boy 
replied, “hindcatcher.” 

A country is fre,e only if it welcomes 
unlimited discussion of every conceiv- 
able subject, regardless of theological or 
other obiections. 

No real man of science has even asked 
for the suppression of any kind o,f re- 
search. How many church leaders can 
you coy that about? 

Back in 1913, long before the world 
had even heard the words Fascism and 
Nazism, a British Rationalist, J. B. Bury, 
professor of modern history in Cam- 
bridge University, in his book, “A His- 
tory of Freedom of Thought,” practical- 
ly foretold the present betrayal of in- 
tellectual freedom in the following 
prophetic words: “Criticlam of religious 
doctrines and of political and social in- 
atltutions is free. Hopeful people may 
feel confident that the victory is perma- 
nent; that intellectual freedom is now 
assured to mankind as a possession for 
ever; that the future will see the col- 
lapse of those forces which still work 
against it and its gradual diffusion in 
the more backward parts of the earth. 
Yet history may suggest that this pros- 
pect is not assured. Can w’e be certain 
that there may not come a great set- 
back? For freedom of discussion and 
speculation was, as we saw, fully real- 
ized in the Greek and Roman world, 
and then an unforeseen force in the 
shape of Christianity, came in and 
laid chains upon the human mind 
and suppressed freedom and imposed 
upon man a weary struggle to recover 
the freedom which he had lost. Is it not 
qoneelv&lo that something of the aame 

kind may occur again? that some new 
force, emerging from the unknown., III~Y 
surprise the world and cause a similar 
set-back? 

Along with his $2 for renewal of his 
subscription to the H-J News-Letter, 
Andrew D. Aitken, Houston, Tex., writes: 
“This is the fin’est publication that 
comes into our home and I wish to take 
this opportunity to thank you, personal- 
ly, for the splendid service you are 
rendering your subscribers.” That’s 
heartening, especiallv at a time when 
we are looking to H-J News-Letter sub- 
scribers for their renewals for a second 
year, thus assuring the publication’s 
continuation. Subscribers are urged to 
act at once. New subscribers who would 
like to have a complete file of the first 
24 issues can get them by sending $2 
rind requesting t.be first year’s num’bers. 
We have a limited supply. 

When priests teach contentment with 
poverty they really mean their dupes 
are to be satisfied with the shell while 
the church.gets the egg. 

In the French Chamber of Deputies, 
one of the Deputies, making a speech 
urging the improvemce,:,td of the legal 
status of women, ’ : “After all, 
there is very little difference between 
men and women.” From the rear of the 
chamber came the cry: “Long live that 
little difference!” 

Wisecrack going the rounds: “The 
German people are getting tired of the 
goose-step-r?ght now they would rath- 
er have the goose.” 

The Converted Catholic, February, 
1940. calls attention to an interesting 
comment which appeared in an editorial 
in the February 8, 1887, issue of The 
Ne’w York Times, in which it spoke 
bluntly of “the profound immortality of 
the temporal policy of the Church of 
Rome” and foretold that its conso- 
quences “will be potent in molding tha 
history of Europe ,for years to COTIW. 
. . . ” The editorial shows an independ- 
ence regarding the Catholic Church 
whi’ch can’t be found in that paper to- 
day, or in any other standard newspa- 
per, for that matter. No regular news- 
paper editor would dare write frankly 
and candidly about problems brought 
IID hy Cathnlirism, or any other Church. 
This shows how the clerical interests 
have succeeded in bulldozing and gag- 
ging the American press. Free com- 
ments on church problems aren’t even 
expected from the editors of our daily 
press or popular magazines. And Yet 
these problems cry for honest, sincere, 
candid discussion. The situati’on shows 
the need for a free, independent, unsub- 
sidized, fearless press. How long are 
the American peopl’e going to withhold 
their support from editors nhg slrg 
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ready and willing to write about cleri- 
cal,ism in language that% ulain and to 
the point? They’re losing somethihg by 
tolerating a condition which makes it 
indecent for an editor to venture into 
the- forbidfden paths of supern&ural- 
ism, church dogmatisms, and the like. 
This calls to mind my experience last 
Sunday morning when I turned to my 
radio for a news mnort. Instead of get- 
ting news, my dial, after touchfng more 
than a dozen sMions, brought me noth- 
ing hut a stream of wor,ds from hallu- 
rinnted pnlniteera in action. It was an 
appalling experience. The effect was 
more than discouraging. The thought 
came to me that if one took the suh- 
ject o’f religion only from the radio he 
would get the idea that there isn’t such 
a thing as a philosophy that’s opposed 
to religfou8s ideologies. So far as the 
radio is concerned. Freethought doesn’t 
exist, and yet it’s a school of thought 
that’s thousands bf years old and has 
a library that’s secoml in size to re- 
ligion itself. The vast literature of 
Freethought is ignored by the interests 
in control of the radio. They prefer to 
suppress the viewpoint that ouestions 
the ravings of our Theocrats. The same 
fmpression is received if one examines 
the standard press, though this condi- 
tion didn’t prevail a half century ago, 
as I’ve said hefore.To learn the vlew- 
point o#f our Freethinkers we must turn 
to our independent press, to pamphlets 
and to books. They are the last avenues 
of free discussion. When they’re gone 
the true spirit of intellectual inquiry 
and healthy controversy will he dead. 
We mustn’t let such a calami’tous thing 
happen. We have it in our power to 
support editors-morallv and financiallY 
-when they show a willingness to turn 
their pens to the forbidden aspects of 
Th&m, education, history, politics, eco- 
nomics, government, and lhe like. 

The real objective of the Catholic 
Legion of Decency isn’t to compel the 
movies to keep out expressions of broad 
humor. Such superficial smut-chas:og 
is the Church’s merest window-dress- 
ing. The real aim goes much deeper. It 
seeks to gain complete control of a POW- 
erful medium of communication. The 
Associated Fil’m Audiences, a society 
consisting of movie fans who seek to 
protect the films from Catholic censor- 
ship, expressed an opinlon whrch goes 
to the heart of the issue, thus: “NO 
longer 1s the Legion of Decency the 
mere watchdog of decency. It is the 
self-appointed censor of a natfon’a pro-’ 
gressive ideals. It brings to the movies 
the standard of narrow suppression, 
which from time immemorial has fought 
and blocked all forms of civilized prog- 
ress.” Catholic cermorship has already 
gained immense control over our popu- 
lar media of expression. The radio, as 

I’ve shown, toadies to the .Roman ob- 
scurantists, so that it’s impossible for 
anyone with the least bit of Freethought 
in his viewpoint to gain the slightest 
hearing, while priests are given the air 
whenever they feel the impulse to pour 
their dogmas into the ears of the un- 
thinking public. The standard press, 
which was really independent a half 
century ago in matters touching on 
Catholicimsm and Eeclesiasticism. $9 now 
completely denutted. its virility dead, 
its independence stifled, and its powers 
of free discussion surrendered. Today, 
a newspaper editor shudders at the 
sight of a single letter from a Catholic 
bigot, while a visit from a bishop 
sends him into hysteria. Not even the 
fairest and most reasonable discussion, 
let alone criticism, will he tolerated. 
We know how the priests have terror- 
ized Hollywood, so that only the 
Church’s viewpoint is expressed when a 
picture touches on religion, the church 
or priestcraft. Our films giGe us only 
one picture of priests-selsf-sacrificing, 
tender, gentle, klndlg, educnled, wise, 
exuerienced. tolerant saints who aim to 
do only noble deeds for the good of 
humanity. Catholic history is unknown 
to Pollvwood. Catholic. Fascism doesn’t 
even e&St. The Legion of Decency has 
helmd estahllsh this unofficial, but pow- 
erful, censorship-all under the pretext 
that a few smutty jokes were to be 
hunted down and purged. The real rea- 
son why I can print views like the above ’ 
is hecauae I have arranged The Free- 
man’s alhim 81) that it can functiorr 
wi,thout the support of advertisers. If 
this paper were patronized by advertis- 
ers, the least word of criticism against 
the Clerico-Fascists would bring an 
organized boycott that would soon causa 
thi’s orpan’s death. Nor can my read- 
ers influence my pen, for when any 
hallucinated individual haaaenn to be- 
come one of my readers and 6ahoeked 
to his &zard over what I 8av about 
his Church. he can quit me cold (as is 
his ripht) but hc can’t silence me. AS 
I’ve preached before, readers who we!- 
romp independent erpression and Free- 
thouzht in relinion should show they 
Rapport a candid editor by giving him 
the moral and financial support h’is ef- 
forts ‘deserve. Also, they bshould see 
fo ist that the editor’s audience is en- 
Iarpcd. Ha neads FnadPrs, and hi. sun- 
nortrra have it in their power to ln- 
traduce t.he p&cer to their friends and 
arnnaintances. many of whom will un- 
Jnnbtedly w~lcnm~ its free-sookennesss. 
This oroblrm simmers dowzn to the 
simple proposition that a free presss de- 
nends on the self-sacrificing effort’s .of 
itq freedom-minded liberal readers. 
They are the watchdoes of free inquiry. 
They can make a Freethought paper in- 
fluential, or, if they prefer, they can 
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sit idly by and let it starve at the very 
time when the country needs its virile 
viewpoint. 

The latest name for “Americans” who 
import Hitler’s propaganda is “crack- 
patriots.” 

A gag going the rounds says the na- 
tional dance of t’he Nazis is the Heiland 
Fling. 

New Recruit: 
&“s’y”ps. 

“I’ve got a terrible d.oae 
What do I do?” Old Soldier: 

Take a bath in sand and rub 
down ‘in alcohol. The crabs get drunk 
and kill each other throwing rwcks.” 

Said one eye to the other: “There’s 
some’thing between us that smells.” 

Snatch of conversation: “Yes, Louise 
is the most sensible and level-headed 
woman I know, but when I explain 
Christian Science to her she looks at 
me a’s though she didn’t have the least 
idea what I’m talking about. Well, we 
all have our blind spots.” 

The violinist, for 25 minutes, held me 
almost breathless as he went through a 
master’s concerto. His allegro moderato 
was superb, his romance passi’onate, his 
an,dante non troppo exquisite, htis alla 
zingara tjhrilling. As he finished and 
the applause died down, I heard a 
woman behind me tell her companion: 
“I always say there’s no substitute for 
butter lwt hutter, and no substitute for 
cream but cream.” The observation 
sounded sane and reasonable, but I 
thought I h’ad the right to a smile. 
Music hnth charms to carry us to the 
clouds or into the kimtchen. 

The mighty, powerful, fearless lion 
shouted to a hippopotamus: “Why 
aren’t you as strong as me? I’m the 
king of the beasts!” The hippo turned 
and ran. Approauhing an elephant, the 
lion roared: “Why aren’t you as brave 
and strong OS mc? I’m the king of the 
beasts!” The elephant ran. Coming to 
a tiny, weak, lisping monkey, the lion 
roared: “Why aren’t you as big and 
strong as me? ‘I’m the king of the 
beasts!” The half-pint monkey looked 
up at the lion and whispered: “But I’ve 
been sick.” 

I’m going to give my readers a prob- 
lem and the answer, their job being to 
work oat the thing and prove the an- 
swer. Here goes: A man has a lot 403 
feet long and ZOIJ feet wide. He wishes 
to construct a concrete walk three feet 
wide, diagonally across the lot from OP- 
posite corners, the opposite diagonal 
corners of the walk intersecting with 
the opposite diagonal corners of the lot. 
What will be the area of the ground 
covered by the walk? The answer: 1,334. 
feet. 

The worst English in the world Is 
New Yorkese (American cockney) and 

experts say it’s getting worse, blaming 
the fact that millions of New Yorkers 
don’t hear their own voices in the city’s 
madhouse noises of sub’way, traffic, 
blaring radios. and the like. When 
New *Yorkers who use American cockney 
hear their speech on a phonograph they 
deny they talk th#at way. Brooklyneae 
is just as ba,d as New Yorkese, except 
that it’s somewhat thicker, nrrnrding to 
Theodore Irwin, who has made a study 
of N’Yawk patois, the mumbled squawk 
that has resulted from the city’s noise, 
ten,sinn rind worry. 

The slightly dazed lady emerged from 
church, rapidly talking over the sermon 
with ,her companion. “I had no idea that 
Dan an,d Beersheba were places,” she 
exclaimed. “I always thought they were 
husband and wife-like Sodom and Go- 
morrah.” 

A thespian, astray in the wilds,. was 
finally given a lift by a farmer wr’th a 
truck. When the farmer drove up to the 
first ,tnll station anrl was asked to de- 
clare his load, he said, “A couple of 
pigs, a pile of manure, and an actor.” 
At the next tollgate the farmer declared, 
“A pile of manure, a couple of pigs, and 
an actor.” As the truck approached a 
third tollhouse the actor piped: “Say, 
old man, do me a .favor this time and 
give me top billing.” 

Five or six years ago I printed a little 
story about an opera singer who was 
given to improvising. (See one of my 
19 volumes of auestions and answers 
for the exact text.) The manager didn’t 
like it, so he told the singer he’d have 
to stick to the score or get the hell 
out of his opry house. That night, the 
singer was doing well, holding to the 
music the way the composer wrote it, 
until the last act. when a white horse 
is brought onto the stage. Everything 
went well until the horse started to 
make a large puddle, which led the 
singer to rsL out loud: “Don% YOU 
know we’re not aermitted to impro- 
vise?” . . . I’m telling it again, even 
though I don’t like to repeat my stories, 
because I’ve learned from Noel Madison 
that the same kind of rabelaisian wit is 
‘told about Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree, 
the fam’ous actor. Tree, as is known, 
was a great rival of SXr Henry Irving- 
Irving wanted a horse for one of his 
productions and interviewesd applicants 
with horses. “Any stage experience?” 
Irving asked. “Oh, yes,” was the reply, 
“he (has acted with Tree.” Irving bridled 
-“And why isn’t he still aeting with 
Mr. Tree?” “Well, sir,” the owner ex- 
plained, “in the middle of one of Mr. 
Tree’s most lmaassioned speeches, the 
horse committed a gross and embarrass- 
ing indelicacy.” ?Ah$” said Irving, 
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“not only au actor but a critic, too.” 
I’ve decided 20 a~olc@ze Ior all the 

mean things I’ve written about Christian 
Science, and I take thi’s means of tell- 
ing the world what a wonderful thing 
Mrs. Eddy did for humanity when she 
told how we can rid the mortal mind of 
all error. -This public retraction can be 
used by tshe Church ‘in any way it sees 
fit. I’ve seen the light, at last. I knuw 
it works, and I can prove the assertion 
from an incident that moved me to the 
depths. Here’s what happened: A man, 
whose wife was about to have a baby, 
wanted to send for a doctor, but a 
friend prevailed on him to send for the 
great Christian Science practitioner, 
the high-born aned aristocratic Mrs. 
Priscilla Prissy-Pratt. When she ar- 
rived, Mrs. Prissy-Pratt intoned: “Pain 
is a mere error of mortal mind. Your 
wife will feel no pain at all. We re- 
move the pain entirely; and usually it 
settles on the father of the child.” The 
husband looked skeptical. “That’s a Jit- 
tie tough on me. But-Rut anything to 
keep the little wife from suffering.” So 
the skeptical husband walked back and 
forth in the next room, expecting to 
feel intense pain any moment. But, in- 
stead, he felt better. “Why,” he said to 
himseIf, “I feel tit as a fiddle. Women 
have been exanneratinp all this stuff 
about the pains of c,hil,dbirth.” Just 
then the maid ran in, with a frightened 
face. “Oh: M’ster, come to the back 
pnrrh quick-the ice man’s dving!” 
W’hy doesn’t Hollywood do a hoss orpy 
with the Marx brothers as cowboys? 

A doctor told a man thlat another 
drink would kill him. The doctor ad- 
vised tbhe habitual drunk to eat every 
time he wanted a drink. A few n,ights 
later the hotel clerk decided the man 
was crazy, for he rushed up to his desk,’ 
shouting: “I’ve just shot the man who 
was in the bedroom with my wife! Call 
the police and bring me a ham on rye, 
please!” 

Snatch of conversation: “What, snore? 
Me? I must say you’re the first man 
who ever accused me of such a t’hing!” 

Harper’s Magazine printed this an- 
cient bit of buffoonery: He-“Are you 
fond of Keats?” She-9 don’t believe 
I evel ate any.” 

Scrap of conversation: “That hotel I 
stayed in last night had the cleanest 
guests 9 ever heard of, because they 
kept washing themseIves a11 night.” 

A little girl was asked what she heard 
on the radio. She answered: “Well, firat 
they tell a story and then they brag 
and brag and brag.” 

An sdvertising writer has been given 
the job to promote mustard for foot- 

baths as well as steaks. Another one, 
who’s boosting R swanky toilet paper, 
has been told to make the same 
paper serve both as facial and toilet 
tissues. The next thing we know Kotex 
will be soId for its usual use and the 
massaging of Maiden Form 
brassiere is alref~~‘~ere with an ad- 
vertisement which promises both “out- 
lift* and “uplift,” xwhirh means that 
many men who’ve been depending on 
quick looks will be disappoin,ted. 

Whenever I see people playing cards 
I always think UT mutual mentul-mas- 
turbation, an,d whenever I see anyone 
playing solitaire-well, you finish the 
observation. 

A priest stands ready to forgive 
original sin but he draws the line at 
original thought. 

For a while pn~~ulnr dancing took in 
the middle-aged and the elderly, but 
they’ve been sent back to tmheir chairs 
by the jitterbugs and the couples who 
pull all that slow, heaitnting stuff, fol- 
lowed by bursts of rug-cutting. The Fred 
Astaire style, in particular, has put the 
curse on all except the young. 1 

An AP story from Pompano, Fla., says 
a Negro woman, asked the ages of her 
four children, ,decIared she couldn’t re- 
member. Pressed, she said: “Well, I got 
one lap child, one creeper, one porch 
child and one yard young ‘un.” 

A young priest, taking charge of the 
confessional for the fir& time, felt 
nervous as to the proper penances to 
inflict for various offenses. An older 
priest agreed to wait in the next room, 
so that the younger man could consult 
him on any difficult cases. The first 
few were easy. Then came a flashy 
woman whose conPession caused a gasp 
of horror from lht: priest. IIe listened 
to the end, aad, shaking his head sadly, 
he went into the inner room. “Father,” 
he began, “I’ve got a Madame here who’s 
running a house of nin--ahe’a been in 
the profession for eight years-and she 
says her place is orderly and that she 
insists on a ‘five-dollar rate.” The elder 
fat.her quickened up. “That’s merely 
because she has floor-lamps. Insist on 
not a penny over two dollars,” he said 
firmly. 

I don’t usually go in for puns, but 
once in a while I come on a good one, 
like the following: A ‘70-year-old man 
married a woman of.40. Later he’s dis- 
appointed to learn he’s not to be bless- 
ed with an heir. He goes to a doctor, 
s#ubmits to examination, and listens to 
the report of the doctor, who says: 
“You are heir-minded, but not heir- 
conditioned.” 

A third-century Greek said, “I deem 
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the tyrant happy who dies a nataral 
death.” Hitler escaped at Munich by P 
few minutes, but there’ll be other days. 
Who’ll do the job? Men near him say 
it’ll be done by members of his own 
par’ty. That’s a guess,, of course, bat a 
pleasant one for civiltred people. 

An knportant section of the American 
credo: If Yoa say you don’t believe in 
Gud, lhrl-s your prlvllege, but if you 
assert you don’t believe in advertising, 
you’re going too far. 

Scrap of conversation: “I bad a most 
horrible and depressing dream last 
night. !I dreamt my busband and Tyrone 
Power were fighting a duel over me- 
and my husband won.” 

The Nation found this advertisement 
in tlhe London Times: “Sleeping partner 
required. Quick tarn-over essential.” 

The famous ploywr&e, George S. 
Kaufman, fights innovations. His wife, 
commenting on this gu.irk, remarked: 
“It’s a good.’ thing you weren’t the 
world% first baby, or you’d still be 
crawling.” This remindn me of my fa- 
ther, who also hated anything that 
broke the roa’tine of his life. My mother 
once made him a few shirts at the time 
when coat shirts were just coming in. 
So she cut them clear down the front, 
thereby keeping up with the times. 
Dul my father, wbu bad nlwirya pulled 
his shirts over his head, didn’t cotton 
to the notion. A shirt simply had to 
come over a man’s Ihead and not be 
aliuurd on like a coal. so he blualed ,tiIe 
modernistic fad and ‘made her sew the 
damned things up the front. I guess 
I’ve got a streak of the same stabborn- 
8888. Recently a company sent me an 
electric razor with the request that I 
use lit and write my opinion of its 
streamlined (overdone word) article. I 
tried it once and threw it aside. MY 
son, Henry, grabbed it with gusto, 
while I went back to my age-tested 
safety razor, for which I’d paid 25~. 
I may be forninst the times, bat I ill- 
sis,t that 25c article is twice as good 
as the best $10 electric shaver. 

Advice on writlng a readable article 
or making a successful speech: Have a 
good beginning and a good ending, and 
keep them as close together as possible. 

The diatinguishcd Chincsc professor, 
Wang Hung Lo, in a lecture delivered 
at the university presided over by the 
great philosoplher, Who Flung Dung, 
a&cd why the experts let rank outsid- 
ers step into their field and invent or 
dsiscover circles around them. For ex- 
ample, a teacher gave us the cottoh 
gin, while the telegraph was worked oat 
by a portrait painter. The electric 
light, we all know, was doped out by 
a telegraph operator, and a printer Put 

wf, 
up the first lightning rod. Kven the BX- 
pcrte get into rats, until some amateur 
barges in with a new look-see. 

Now that we’re in for another spell 
of political speeches, why not start a 
movement to introduce the windy ones 
to Abraham Lincoln’s earliest known 
political address. Gassy orators, on 
platform and radio, could learn a lot 
from this example of Lincoln’s brevity 
and simplicity: “Friends and Fellow 
Citizens: I am plain Abe Lincoln. I have 
consented to become a candidate for the 
legislature. My political principles are 
like the old woman’s dance-short and 
sweet. I believe in a United States 
Bank; I believe in a protective tariff; I 
believe in a system of internal improve- 
ment, and I am against human slavery. 
If on that platform you can give me 

P 
our suffrages, I shall be much obliged. 
f not, no harm done.” The great 

Gettysburg Address contains less than 
300 words. I repeat, our windbags ought 
to think of the poor public the next 
time they go on one of their wind- 
breaking orgies. 

“Gone With the Wind” is bringing 
many new things into our lives, the 
worst beming the threat from Hollywood 
that we’re in for a spell of four and 
five-hosur movies. I understand the fa- 
shion world has picked up at least a 
half-hundred ideas from the dresses 
worn in this picture. When the history 
of 1940 comes to be written it’ll be 
necessary to measure tlho influence- 
fmor good and bad-of “Gone With the 
Windbag.” And not the least field for 
research is the flood of odd stories that 
are going the rounds. Here’s one that’s 
a pet with waitresses: A traveling 
salesman went to one of his favorite 
restaurants, where he called his fa- 
vorite waitress. “Listen, girlie, you’ve 
been good to me whenever I’ve ‘been 
around here, so I’ve decided to give you 
two passes to ‘Gone With the Wind.“’ 
The waitress: “Oh, I sure can use two 
passes to ‘Gone With the Wind!” The 
salesman reached into his vest-pocket, 
drew oat two navy beans, and present- 
ed them to her. 

Henry Hoke, editor of The Reporter 
of Direct Mail Advertising, wtites be 
gets from time to time requests Prom 
readers for ‘information on how to start 
an ideal file. He adds that he’s sorry 
that “our stock answer is as follows”: 
“There is no fixed or beat method. The 
system that would work for one would 
not work for another. Don’t make your 
system too complicated. Get a simple 
svstem: filing folders or boxes . . . and 
then religiously put into them clippings 
and actual nieces. The fewer the classi- 
fications-the easier it is to keep your 
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system up to date.” It’s plain Mr. Hake 
has never heard of my newsciip filing 
system or he wouldn’t tell his readers 
to spend txime and effort along hit-and- 
miss lines. I claim I’ve solved the prob- 
lem of filing press clippings, notes,. and 
memos. My system works, if my prmted 
instructions are Eo,iiowed. And it’s 
simple. Some of &he biggest editors, 
adver,tising experts, authors, professors, 
lecturers, an’d: scientists are using l&s 
of my newsciip filing system, and the 
way they order extra batches of folders 
proves constant and expanding use. 1 
worked out my system because I was 
under the guns, being In need of a 
simple, workable. easy, handy, inex- 
pensive system of putting away the raw 
material of a writer’s craft-ci8ippings, 
jottings, and the like. Of course, ail 
this adds up to a “plug,” but I con- 
sider such drum-beating iegit,imate and 
a constructive service to my readers. I 
was never more touched in my iife.than 
the day I received an order from far-off 
China for one of my kits. It was ship- 
ped to Yu Hop Mi, the retiring little 
wife of a.medicai missionary. Anotlher 
came from the distinguished and .glfted 
Erasmus B. Black, authv of “The 
Negress.“ Such pleasant experiences 
are unforgettable. 

Splinters on the ladder of success 
aren’t noticed untti one bogina to Prlido 
down. 

A minister, who talked West Side New 
Yorkese (“dis” for “this”), made a ra- 
dio talk in which he was supposed to 
use the words ‘this belief,” but what 
he threw on the air shocked the pious 
and amused the skeptics, for he assert- 
ed: “Disbelief is the saivet’ion of man- 
kind.” 

thirti’es. Maybe that’s what’s wrqng 
with it. In one’s thirties a man is still 
getting reconciled to Iifc, still feeling 
around, trying to work out a slant. At 
50, the principles are settled? and yet 
he isn’t out of things. I\he Issues are 
worked out, but he’s carrying his ban- 
ners and shouting (or muttering) his 
slogans. I’m 50. having been born at 
4 A.M., July 30, 1889, near 3r+d and 
Race Streets, Philndclphia, Pa., the fifth 
in a family of eight children, two of 
whom died before I was born. An older 
brother, Nathan, who died a few years 
ago, said I showed my head to the mid- 
wife, sputtered, gasped, cried, and then, 
before she could ease my shoulders into 
the world, I looked up at her and cried 
“Bunk!” There’s a hint of exaggeration 
here. He also said I didn’t want to live, 
for I was a weak, sickly baby. During 
the first few months of my life f;; 
mother took mo, eaoh night, a 
blocks East to the Delaware River, 
whene. asleep 6n *a baby carriage, I 
breathed clean air, thus growing strong 
and hcolthy. Today, the house ia gome. 
The spot where I slept is dark and 
gloomy, for overhead is the new, mag- 
nificent bridge that put the Camden 
ferries oujt of business-ships that 
always made my heart beat faster- 
ships that charged only 3c for a trip 
worth as many dollars, so full was it of 
romance and b0aut.y. It WB(I these 
ferries that Wait Whitman and his 
friend, Horace Traubei. used thousands 
of times. Even as a boy, witih the God 
Crey Poet in his tomb, I saw many 
times the short, chunky figure of Horace 
Traubei walking Chestnut or Market 
Streets from or to the ferry. People 
used to stop and stare at him, because 
he iooke’d like Mark Twain, &specially 
his glorious whista hair, which he comb- 
ed straight back. He was half Jew.: 
Once he told ae how, riding the ferry 
to, his Camden home, he got into con- 
versation with a stranger, who happeE 
ed to get on the subject of Jews. I 
like the Jews,” the man said, “But I 
can’t stand half Jews because they’re 
stinkers.” At the time, Traubei was 
ediSing his little magazine, The Con- 
servator, devoted almost entirely to hls 
poems. His oilice, if my memory isn’t 
playing me tricks, was somewhere on 
the North side of Chestnu’t Street, just 
East of Broad Straet. A Negro janitor. 
when asked who this distingulshed- 
looking tenant was, replied: “That’s ML 
“Trouble, the editor of The CQnstlpator:’ 
Later, from 19@6 to ahnut 1910 I saw 
him many times in the gallery of the 
Academy of Music, at the Frlday after- 

b noon concerts of the Philadelphia 
Symphony Orchestra, and several times 
I was told he was Mark Twain. Once, 
during my ‘teens, he .3topped for a chat 

A person, when reaching 50 (as I’ve 
already done), should write his auto- 
‘biography, because, as some one has 
sald, there’s a book in every life. At 
50, he should tell the world what hap- 
pened to him: at 70. he should write 
another book ‘telling tfhe world what, 
in his opinion, should happen to it for 
its own good. Thls will make work for 
many printers, will give business to new 
paper mills, and may increase the num- 
ber of readers, someth,ing our civiiiza- 
tion needs. If a person can’t write, he 
can always turn to Hollywood and have 
h4s life ‘done into a modest quickie or a 
spectacul&r super-feature, as conditions 
warrant. People will look or read lf 
they’re sure a true story is being told. 
The book may be a financial failure, but 
W’s sure to be a moral success, ex- 
cept where a character is steeped in 
mdlce and destructiveness. Here I refer 
to “Mein Kamp,f,” a man’s story tlhat is 
a financial soccess and a moral failure. 
B’tier tirote his book. while still in his 
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in Socialist headquarters, at 1305 Arch 
Street, and he shook his ihead mourn- 
folly. “HOW can you, EuCh n nioo boy, 
ivear such an ugly hat?” I had never 
tholught it ugly-in fact, it looked 
dignified and quite-in style. It, lett me 
add, was a hard, bl,aek derby. Traubel 
was right. It was ugly. I’ve never worn 
one since, and recall having mentioned 
to at least a half dozen young men that 
they were too nice to wear suoh ugly 
headgear. At the time I also wore starc#h- 
ed linen collars, which I changed twice 

“weekly. On the third day it looked 
teraibls, but twice weekly was the best 
I could afford. Then I saw how a So- 
cialist printer and writer, Joseph E. 
Cohen, wore white slblrts with soft COI- 
lars attached, so I switched. I’ve worn 
that kind ever since, except for spasms 
of “respectability” during a few sinful 
years in New York, where, like a loyal 
Greenwich Villager, I carried P cane, 
even when a was on the staff of the 
Socialist daily, The New York Call. 
For a while I practiced a Harvatd accent 
and called even my friends “Mr. So-and- 
So,” until they razzed me out of the 
vile hjabit. During some of these months 
I wore pince-nez glasses and deliberate- 
ly looked at people from over their 
tops, until new protests compelled me to 
mend my rotten ways. One has to be 
at least 50 before one can expose such 
awful habits and look at one’s paE* 
without wanting to hide the unpleasmant, 
the snooty, and the idiomtic. Most of the 
people I offended are now dead, and I 
look back at myself a* though a cer- 
tain person, t.hen called Emanuel Julius, 
is also among the angels. Yes, SO seems 
tlhe best time for such objectiveness. 
And St:11 I’m not out of things. A book 
like this shduld be done while one is 
still in action, still working. *very 
word of this is being done while tired 
fruu1 Pull daya al my unkx, WlIWc? I 1’“1I 
the plant, buy everything from 500 rolls 
of toilet paper (one has to get ready 
for tots of trouble in this world) Or a 
car ui’ bouk paper, where I wrile adver- 
tisements and circulars as a practicing 
mail-order salesman, where I edit manu- 
scripts. where I turn out at least a 
dozen letters a day, where I write my 
own starks of eopp. where I make UP 
forms, plan s:ubscription and book cam- 
paians, where I test new mall-order 
Ideas, where a read plles of newspapers, 
marazines and books, and where other 
jobs ale taken in my stride, for at 50 
I’ve learned how to do easily what used 
co fatigue me IO or zo years ago. But 
at the close of the day I’m tired,, and if 
there’s no movie I go to bed, and in- 
stead of doing the sensisble thing and 
falling asleep at once. I slip some sheets 
into a clip-board and pencil my wave:- 
in,n, chaotic, wandering notions. This 

sort of job should be done as a side 
chore in order to forget the ordeals of 
one’. buay dily. AL 70, WIUXI I do Ulal 
other job I told about, 1’11 let nothing 
else interfere as I concentrate. . Isaac 
Goldberg, mv friend and contributor 
for 25 years (though we never met) 
died the other Summer at 50, without 
writing the story of ‘his life, but the 
last letter he wrote was fi11ed with rea- 
SO~J why I ahuuld wrlle my autoblog- 
raphy. He had read a few of my pieces 
in which I told of some of my early 
experiences and decided I should do a 
book. IIe was righl. This is my answer. 
But I won’t do the job in an orderly 
way, beginning at the first gasp and 
going forward, step by step and date 
by date, down to tlhe present. Instead, 
I’ll hop around all over the map and 
calendar, sometimes getting my dates 
mixed blut trusting in the reader’s un- 
willinguess lo check Such data too care- 
fully. What I say will be true so far 
as I can tell the truth, reser&ng the 
right to omit anything that’s better left 
unsaid. 

The “Confuci’us Say” epidemic has 
struck Freeman readers at last, and wibh 
grave consequences. Here’s tone that 
comes from Jack Ginster, Whitesboro, 
N.Y.: “American Freeman one time 
come four weeks and sleep not good. 
H-J he make hot sheet nn d&nnk9’ 
l’his “Confucius Say” ‘fever will have 
to run itself out. 

to 
It may not be iespectable and proper 

look. but I do anpwav, and it bruises 
my esthetic sensifbilities to see an 
otherwise attractive woman whose fanny 
1s as flat as an ironing-board. 

A reader sends what he describes as 
the confidential expense account of his 
omPloYer, a businessman who hired him 
last Aupust as his private stenographer. 
It folIows; 
July Amount 

1 Advertising for girl stenonra- 

s 
9 

:: 
15 
17 

pher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -. . . $ 
5 Vi&to--new stenographer 

.50 

Week’s salary for stenograph& 15% 
Roses for stenographer 
Candy for wife . . . . . . : : : : : : 

3.00 

Lunch with stenographer 
.75 

Week’s salary for stenogra&& 2:::: 
Picture show tickets-self and 

18 
wife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I... 

Theater tickets-self and sec- 230 

if 
23 

24 
25 

7.50 
.7s 

25.00 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ci%~yfor wife . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
LILLIAN’S salary . . . . . . . . . 
Theater arld dinner with Lil: 
lian . . . . . . . . . . . ..*......... 

Fur coat for wife . . . . . . . . , . 
Advertising for man stenogra- 

pher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - 

21.00 
625.00 

Pour slightly deaf men were motoring 
ln a M@PY, s’d hearing ‘wbsn’t iea‘sy. AF 
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they neared a town, one asked: “Is this 
Wembly?” “No,” replied the second, 
“this is Thursday.” “So am 1” put in 
the third, “Let’s stop and have one.” 
Said the fourth: “I guess I can take a 
leak, too.” 

A waitress began to attract attention 
because of her habit of always pouring 
a little coffee into her customers’ 
S~UCCWS. Asked to anlain, she said: 
“Listen, I know my public. That little 
touch helps give the place a homey 
atmosphere.” 

SCXZ&p of conversntiont “Listen, girli,f?, 
there may be snow on my roof, but, by 
Gawd, there’s a fire in my furnace.” 

Low, my favorite cartoonist, gave me 
a chuckle with his picture showing 
Hitler and Stalin playing poker, with 
Hitler saying: “I’ll raise you a neutral.” 

Dr. Lance. president of Young Harris 
college, Georgia, expelled tiv’e students 
because they were caught holding hands 
with co-eds. When interviewed by the 
United Press, President Lance said: 
“This is one institution where the 
faculty will not brook bolshevism.” 

Two old-maid sisters. One was trying 
to diet . . . the other was dying to try 
it. 

Oliver Herford quotes the proverb, “A 
rolling stonse gathers no moss,” and 
adds, “bul it gains a ccrtnin polish.” 

Rob Wagner offers this meteorological 
note: When it rains in the daytime, we 
CCnlifnrniansl go out and lap UP 
“liquid sunshine”; when it rains at 
night, we stay in and lap up liquid 
moonshine. 

Father (of what?) Coughlin’s broad- 
casts originate in WJR, the “Good Will” 
station in Detroit. On one of its walls 
is a framed code of ethics from which 
1 quote: *‘, . . We recognfze that the 
radio audience includes persons of all 
ages and all types of political, social 
and religious belief. Therefore we will 
endeavor to prevenl Ihe broadcasting of 
any matter which would commonly be 
regarded as offensive . . . and exert 
every effort that no dishonest, fraudu- 
lent or dangerous person may gain ac- 
cess to the radio public . . .” That code 
can’t mean much to the owners of WJR 
for they sell their facilities to the na- 
tion’s worst liar and forger, the spokes- 
man of the elements that seek a reign 
of race-terror and persecution. What 
goo,d is a code when one frames it and 
posts it on the wall-and then forgets 
about it? 

The Radio Guide, March 9, 1940, says 
the Roman Catholic Church always cen- 
sors Father Coughlin’s talks, a fact 
which :I’ve been emphasizing ever since 

.v I began poking into the record and ac- 

tlvlties of the infamous prevaricator. 
If you’ll look into my 19 volumes of 
qUeStiOnS and answ’ers you’ll find rIv 
end of evidence to support my claim 
that the Catholic Church is responsible 
for everything Coughlin says in his 
campaign to advance Fascism and en- 
courage anti-Semitmm. The Radio 
Guide’s writer called at the chanoellery 
where he asked Coughlin’s ecclesiastical 
Superiors whether or not the Church 
passed on the priest’s radio talks. 
“Very pointedly,” he writes, “they ad- 
mitted that a Church board of review 
passes on Father Coughlin’s broadcasts 
BUT only for matters which concern the 
Church.” This is a rather clever at- 
tempt to evade the issue by giving the 
impression that “the political and la- 
bor discussion+ the various civil and 
lay matters wtth which the Coughlin 
talks are filled are not touched by this 
censorship!” Very clever, lhese apokea- 
men for the Church. The truth is that 
the Church passes on everything in the 
Coughlin manuscripts. Since when has 
the Roman Catholic Church admitted 
that political, social and economic sub- 
jects don’t concern the hierarchy? It 
happens that Coughlin’s Fascism and 
hatred for democracy are accepted pol- 
icies of the Vatican, which means that 
Coughlin, when he promotes race- 
hatred and totalitarianism, is certainly 
not guilty of any fiurm UC her-e.3~. 11~ 
may lack tact at times, in the opinion 
of certain high figures in the Church, 
but he isn’t preaching anything that’s 
not in accord with Lhe Church’s policies. 
I’ve written this a hundred times, as 
readers who have studied my volumes of 
questions and answers know, bat I have 
to keep pounding away at the fact, be- 
cause of the Church’s subtle attempt to 
let Coughliu continue his propaganda 
and at the same time make him assume 
sole resaonsibflitv for his lviar and 
dangerous words. 1 

- e 

There was a faith-healer of Deal who 
said: “Although pain isn’t real, when”I 
sit on a pin and it punctures my skin 
I disiike what I fancy I feel.” 

C. E. II. Joad tells of a House of Com- 
mons wit who said, at the time of the 
celebrated debate on the revised Prayer 
Book: “For Go,d’.s sake don’t touch the 
Church of England! It is the only thing 
that stands between us and Christian- 
ity.” 

The Hitler-Stalin idea of strategy is 
“castrategy.” 

One of my readers in Switzerland 
writes me the fascinating news that he t 
actually heard a radio address from 
Moscow, in which the famous movie di- 
rector, Sergei Eisenstein, announced a 
program of Soviet-German cooperation 
along cultural lines. Eisenstein, through 
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the facilities of the Camintern radio 
station, said “friendly Russian-German 
relations established last year formed 
a solid basis for increased cultural co- 
operation between the two great peo- 
ples.” Of course, the two great peoples 
have nothing to do with questions of 
cultural cooperation. tIn Germany, Dr. 
Goebbels, official propaganda minister, 
is in charge of such activities. In the 
Soviet Unlon, persons appointed by 
Stalin have control of the same activ- 
ities. Now they’re to cooperate. Last 
year, the cooperation was limited to 
qUeStiOns of trade. Now Its mililary and 
cultural. The leader of Red Fascism is 
now a full-fledged partner of tho 
Fuehrer. And all this has happened in 
six months. What will the picture be 
like after another six monthaT 

Hollywood producer (angrily wagging 
a.flneer under his rival’s nose): “MY 
comedies ain’t to be laughed at, 
neither!” 

Mark Twain, describing the dry rivers 
in the West, said the fish come. to the 
surface to sneeze. 

Pome unear,thed by the distinguished 
Chinese philosopher Dr. Who Flung 
Dung, and attributed to the immortal 
Wang Hung Lo, and which I take the 
liberty to waltmasonize: To God the om- 
battEed nations ‘sing and shout “God 
strafe England” and “God save the 
King”; God this, God that, and God the 
other thing. “Good God!” said God, 
“I’ve got my work cut out.” 

Scrap of conversation: “‘I have one 
girl in my house who’s especially skill- 
ful in handling exceptionally fat men.” 

Shortly before he died, Heywood 
Broun looked over Westbrook Pegler’s 
magnificent new palace in Connecticut 
and described it 8,s “the house that 
venom b’uilt.” 

I’ll never stop squawking about noisy 
popcorn and candy-bar eaters at the 
movies. Rob Wagner suggests that the 
du Yonts get to work on a noiseless 
cellophane wrapper for such articles of 
diet. I pass the suggestion on free of 
charge. 

The other evening I had a pleasant 
time watching a charming girl do some 
beautiful dancing. Everything was fine 
exuept the fact that the program re- 
ferred to her as a “danseuse.” What’s 
wrong with that good, old English WON 
“dancer”? . . . As I left the hall, I 
bumped into ona of my eubeeribers, on 
old man who takes care of the cemetary 
grounds behind the college. Over a bot- 
tle of beer, he bemoaned today’s wbste- 
.fulness and extravagance. Every morn- 
ing, he told me, he removes several 
dozen rubbers (slickers, he calls them) 

around the tomb-stones, if the weather’s 
been good. Shaking his head mournful- 
ly, “When I was young we alWayS 
laundered ours, making a package of 
three last at least a year. Now they 
throw them around like cigarette butts. 
tooczel&ation so improvident must be 

Eve Curi,e, a daughter of the great 
Curie, lecturing in this country, says 
written invitations to parties in France 
n,ow bear postscripts reading, “HP.” 
(Hitler permitting.) 

At one of her lectures, Eve Curie was 
asked, “Does France continue to allow 
German music to be played?” She an- 
swered: “Certainly, why not? Such men 
as Wagner, Beethoven and Brahms 
would never have collaborated with a 
Hitler.” 

Rob Wagner likes quiet breakfasts. 
i3o du I. In fact, I like to eat that meal 

alone. As I always start the day OK 
with a ‘dead pan and a dead brain, I 
don’t want to be galvanized into action. 
One should cume-tu gradually. No one 
should ever be witty, gay or entertain- 
ing before lunch. With Rob, I like the 
Irishman who responded to the barber’s 
“Would you Iike anything else?” with, 
“Yes, I’d like silence and domned little 
of that.” iI don’t even like off-color 
stories during my fir’st meal, even when 
they’re good. The other day, a break- 
fast guest not only insist’ed on telling 
one but actually picked out a poor specl- 
men. It was about Pat and Mike, who 
met on the street after having gone 
their respective ways for several years. 
In the course of their conversation, 
Mike stated he was now a doctor, and 
Pat, not to be outdone, replied that he 
too wm a doctor 
Mike, 

“Is that so,” said 
“well, suppose you found your 

wife in bed with appendicitis?” Pat re- 
plied instantly, “Id shoot the dago son 
of a baboon.” (I warned you it wasn’t 
good. At breakfast it’s even worse.) 

There wnn a well-known vegetarian 
who declared, in his hide-out Barvar- 
ian: “It’s not at all odd that I’m great- 
er than Gawd for the latter’s distinct- 
ly non-Aryan.” 

Riddle: What’s the difference between 
India and Germany? The answer: In 
India one man fasts for all the peopIe, 
while in tiermany all the people fast 
for one man. 

1 feel like a Boy Scout who has just 
done his daily deed of virtue. 11, one of 
my p1ece.s I mlentioned that William 
Floyd, editor of The Arbitrator-a good 
Rationalist, by the way-rejects person. 
al immortality but speaks of “the im. 
mortality of the human race.” I corn. 
mented : “It’s easy for us to picture a 
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combination of cosmic circumstancea 
that might wipe out the h,uman race in 
0lle cataclysmic upheaval.” In his 
March, 1940, issue Mr. Floyd writes: 
“We #stand corrected and will hereafter 
say that personal salvation is less im- 
portant than the welfare (not the im- 
mortality) of the human race.” 

You good people who like to moralize 
over other people’s “vulgarity” oughl 
to wrestle a little with John Ruskin’s 
sentence: “The higher a man stands, 
the more the word ‘vulgar’ becomes un- 
intelligible to him.” 

The hardest literary job I do ia writ- 
ing an inedex. It’s all sweat and turmoil, 
and when I get through my voice sounds 
like the love cluck of a horny turkey. 
The fattest indexes that fell to me were 
the ones I did for my 19 volumes of 
yuesLiuns and answers. I don’t mean to 
infer they’re good, but they’re the best 
B could turn out. Horace Binney, wrlt- 
ing in 1868, said: “I certainly think 
that the best book in the wurld would 
owe the most t’o a good index, aned the 
worst book, if it had but a single good 
thought in it, might be kept alive by 
it.” Those words encourage me and lift 
my heart whenever I ‘have to put aside 
the hours it takes to turn out a decent 
index. Maybe my readers find my in- 
dexes helpful. I wonder. If it i,sn’t ask- 
ing too much, tell me (if you’ve read 
any or all of my volumes of questions 
and answers) what you think of me as 
an indexer. Do you refer to them? DO 
they tell you anything? And yet, even 
if you didn’t like them or didn’t refer 
to them, I’d still have to write the 
damned things, for books like mine 
would be a crime if they were thrown 
to the readers minus an index. A spell 
nP insdex-writine sobers me after I’ve 
turned wo’rds inside out, shaken the 
dust out of exhausted phrases, refused 
to let threadbare clauses lie in their 
literary e&in, and taken skeletons from 
the sentence-closets and shaken their 
dry bones. How true is it that a pro- 
found, ponderous piffler will betray 
himself in his index. An index doesn’t 
grow pale in the presence of verbal 
somersaultNs, nor is it deceived by one’s 
tapestry of words. An orgy of words 
usually fails to make a I’ine in an 
index. An index shows up the mere 
stylist who knows how to express any- 
$ng, but who has nothing ito say. 

1 yea, 1cst I for&. 1ct In.2 warn you 
that my down-to-earth stories, my off- 
color yarns, poured forth with the saber 
strokes of Saxon speech don’t find their ’ 
way into any of my indexes, because I 
prefer to send my rea,ders who like 
that sort of thing following their nose 

’ through my jungles in search of these 

sweet-smelling posies. Aye, those who 
like my corner grocery store conception 
of humor will never be aided bv so 
useful a tool as an index. The stuff’s 
there, but they’ll have to hunt and sniff. 
Some will take my hint and have a 
nice time. Others will bewail my vulgar 
billlngsgate. But I break wind ou such 
academic numskullery, on such droners 
of solemn reauiems, on such good Dee- 
ple who greet my precious nonsense 
with a lip-curl of condescension. I can 
ignore ‘them when I write my index, 
UaYing as much attentinn to their be. 
seechlng as the lightning pays to the 
squeaking of a mouse. They always 
mmnit joylclde, but I can keep such 
drooling dolts in the outer darknesr 
where they can chorus their dictated 
opinions like an industrious bullfrog- 
gery. Their brains have been double- 
distilled in a mixture of. liquified piffle 
and sweet camphorated essence of bull. 
And when, at last, they get an idea, 
they let it sleep several decades on an 
aged, .decrepit herring. 
peripatetic corpses. 

They arc 

A reader, who undoubtedly is one of 
the dregs of humanity and w’ho is as 
important as the smallest wart on the 
tiniest dill in the world’a largest pickle 
factory, asks me if the autocrats of 
the fashion world, when they move 
woman’s waistline up and down, also 
move the navel up and down at the same 
time. -I 

A real estate agent advertised in the 
Kansas City Star: “Don’t fail to miss 
looking into this house with a Queen 
Ann front and a Mary Ann behind.” 

A word, like a race, belongs to the 
swift. Shakespeare said: “Good phrases 
are @surely, and ever were, very corn- 
mendable.” True, and that explains why 
there are so many phrase-books on the 
market. But it happens my thoughts at 
this moment are on unhappy phrases, 
the kind that writers ought to tasboo 
because they’ve been hacked to shreds. 
Here are a few which make me shudder 
(some of them from my own works): 
by leaps and bounds; reign supreme; 
beyond a shadow of a doubt; prove 
without fear of successful contra,diction; 
every fiber of my being: resigning him- 
self to his fate: honest as the day is 
long; the eternal verities; innocuous 
desuetude; my better half; all sorts 
and conditions of men; flotsam and jet- 
EAnl: on the other hand: hy and large: 
last (but not least; shook like an aspen 
leaf; running riot; far be it from me; 
fiery steed; be that as it may; wretched 
souls; suffice it to say: with lightning 
rapidity; silver laughter: silent spaces: 
brazen laughs; endless pain; eager 
glance; the Eternal Feminine; it bide 
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fair to; forever and a day; a thousand 
and one; 
alarm; 

point with pride; view with 
a delusion and a snare; spread 

like wild fire; the acme of perfection. 
Scrap of conversation: “Let’s all sober 

up and pick our noses.” 
IIt has long been known that lawyers 

are embarrassed when they have to 
take a Bible into court for purposes of 
reference during trials. Religious indif- 
ferentism is so strong that a razzing 
is almost certain to greet the tempo+ 
rarily pious lawyer. But such annoy* 
ante can he avuided by gelling a calai 
logue, “Bibles of Today,” issued by 
Rumball-Peitre, 507 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C. 
in whidh is advertised an edition of the 
Bible specially bound in “Law Librar>$ 
buckram, sheep styl’e, with leather Ia+ 
bele to co8nform to the usual appearance 
of law books.” To show how coopera+ 
Zive I am, even when it comes to boost- 
ing another concern’s Imblications, the 
price is $5. It seenis that lots of law+ 
yers-enough to warrant a special ed:q. 
tion-are willing to put out that much 
money just to be saved the snickers of 
the unsaved. 

A customer approached the Nazi in 
charge of one of Hitler’s worst concen- 
tration camps, and announced: “I am a 
professor of Bugology. Can I get a 
crab louse here?” The Nari went intn 
a back. room and came out with a crab 
louse in the palm of his hand, pulled a 
head louse from his head and drew a 
body louse From under his arm. After 
the Nazi finished boasting over hia three 
fine specimens, the customer said: “Yes, 
they’re nice and fat. How much?” Nazi: 
“Two marks each.” Customer: “That’s 
too much. I’ll give you otie mark for 
the three.” Nazi: “Befqre I sell them 
for one mark a’11 put them back in 
stnrk.” Wmhirh he did. Nn sale. 

When ,asked if he ever chased women 
the big fellow drew #himself to his full 
height and boasted he’d chased lots of 
‘em. “Why, ” hc cried, “PVC chased them 
all shapes and sizes-black, white, yel- 
low and red-young and old, married 
and single, pretty and ugly. I couldn’t 
even begin to tell you how many I’ve 
chased.” The other fellow: “Say, 1 
didn’t know you were such a gay ad- 
venturer.” He answered: “I’m not. I’m 
a bouncer in a beer joint.” 

streets waiting for nurses. One party 
of rescuers came to a spot where a 
“casualty” was supposed to lbe lying, but 
found only a note reading, “Have bl’ed 
to death and gone borne.” 

A report from the dustbowl area says 
that last year it got so darn dry the 
trees started following the dogs around. 

It may have been Toscanini, or it may 
have bcerl Rudy Vnllee, but at any rate 
a conductor is reported to have told 
his assembled musicions, many of whom 
looked as though they had been fugl- 
tives from a barber too many months: 
“May I remind you, gentlemen, that 
hair doesn’t necessarily make players 
of you. Even skunks have hair!” 

A movie theater manager in North 
Canton, O., Bas worked out what he 
claims is an improvement on bank night, 
free china night, encyclopedia night, 
and all the other “nights” that are BUP- 
pomsed to help stimulate movie attend- 
ance. He goes back to fundamentals by 
installing special double seats for those 
he coyly terms “cuddling patrons.” His 
publicity broadly hints at the delights 
of “love seats as cozy as your own 
couch!” The idea is to pick up con- 
structive suggestions from Hedy La- 
marr, Dolores Del Rio, V’ivian Leigh, 
Ann Sheridan, Clark Gable, and others. 
What will they think of next? 

Clark Gabl’e was in the mid,dle of one 
of his hottest love scenes when a woman 
nudged her husband. &‘Why don’t. You 
make love to mc Pike that, John?” ahe 
asked. John replied: ‘$If you’ll pay me 
the same salary he gets, I’ll work as 
h’ard as Clark Gabl’e and do just as 
good a job.” 

I lift my topper to the editor of a 
weekly paper in a little town in Wis- 
cinsin, #for he has given his profession 
a magnificent example of thorough- 
going news coverage: “Grandma Smith 
is very low as we go to press. If she 
dies, she will be bur#ied Sunday.’ 

Goering was giving his general staff 
a ‘pep talk and en’ded Iwith: ‘We’re 
going to win this war and win it. fast.” 
All the generals (‘except one) yessed: 
“Right!” “What’s the matter with YOU? 
Don’t you believe we’re going to win the 
war?” menacingrly thundered Gory .Goer- 
inx lu ‘Ibe weneral who had failed to Yes. 

There was a little girl, and she had a Realizing that discretion is t,he better 

little curl plastered on the middle of part of valor, the general nodded half- 

her for,ehead. And when she wa$ good heartedly, and said: “Oh, sure, we’ll win 
she was very, very good, and when S@ the war-but I thinlr it would be a good 
was bad she was marvelous. idea to put Czechoslovakia in your 

The Nation reports t,hat in Brltlsb 
wife’s name.” 

home defense tests Boy Scouts usually Mistress: ‘“Be careful not to spill 
act the role of “casualties.” Dur-ing a anything tonight.” Maid: “O.K., mum, 
recent blackout num’erous Scouts were anything you and your friends do is 
scattered in prostrate position in the your own business, and anything I hear .A.. 
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will go in one ear and out t’he other.” 
Senator Reynolds, of North Carolina, 

in the Congressional Record: “I am for 
the farmer year in and year out. I do 
not have to be for him especially this 
year because I am not a candidate.” 

Charlie McCarthy, being hailed be- 
fore the judge, cried: “Honest, Judge, 
I never ‘touched her. She must bave slid 
down the bannister.” 

While lunching in a nearbv citv I got 
acquainted with the manaker bf ihe 
lOCal motion nirt.mP theater. where 
“Gone With the Windbag” was being 
shown at 75~ for two matinees and 
$1.12 for the night show. When I 
learned further that the house is crowd- 
ed for the day performances and near- 
ly filled each night, I said something 
about his luck in ‘having an attraction 
that registcrcd 80 well at the box-office. 
“GWTW is pood #for its owners, but it’s 
hard on the industry,” he replied. “It 
really hurts at the box-office when you 
cunrrider tlral 80 many people don’t xo 
to the movies for at least a week be- 
fore the picture onens in order to get 
ready for it, and then don’t go for 
at least a week afterward in order to 
get over it.” 

0. W. Brooks, Renovo. Pa.: “I have 
received the 19 volumes of questions 
and answers and have found the in- 
formation requested in regard to the 
Rev. Gerald L. K. Smi#th. I find my $3 
hrnuxht more value than anv $3 I ever 
spent before.” 

Voltaire was present one day at n 
funeral at which a famous preacher de- 
livered the oration. When asked what 
he ,though,t of the sermon, Voltaire 
said it was like Charlemagne’s sword- 
long and flat. 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, asked by Boswell 
if a certain classical painting of a nude 
could be considered indecertt, .answer- 
ed: “No, Ibut I think your question is.” 

A friend tmells me he’s been at an 
Ozark town which has natural springs 
that produce water guaranteed to loosen 
one’s bowels in ‘a hurry. The routine 
works this way: Each morning you get 
up early and fill ‘up with the water 
near <the hotel. You walk two miles 
North, where you take another glass of 
the same kind of water. Then you 
walk West a mile land take a third 
glass. After that it’s wise to hurry 
bc,clc to the hotel--and every mm,  for 
himself. Wthile out one morning, he 
met a pretty young woman who greeted 
him this way: “Oh, I’ve been having 
a wonderful time in this brisk air. I 
took my water near the hotel, and took 
some more at that station to the North. 
I’ve also taken a glass to the West. 

I’m just in t,he mood for exercise and 
recreation.” “Well,” said my friend, “if 
that’s the case I won’t detain you.” 

As my old-time readers know, I’ve al- 
ways been interested in the tricks- 
good and bad-of salesmanship, as may 
be seen by referring to, my numerous 
volumes of questions and answers. The 
other day, while reading Charles B. 
Drisooll’s column about New York City, 
I came on a new one which amused me. 
A man, buying a deck of cards in a 
Manhattan store, was handed his pack- 
age by the clerk, who said: “I hope 
you’ll win with these.” “That’s fine of 
you,” replied the customer. “By the 
way, do you say that to every purchas- 
er of playing cards?” “Yes,” said the 
clerk, seriously, ‘Yhe playing card com- 
pany instructs us to say that. It makes 
the customers feel lucky.” 

A year ago I put four Firestone Imper- 
ial tires on my Chevrolet and drove them 
21,000 miles without a puncture or blow- 
out. Today a tire-dealer let me trade 
them on a new set of the same tires. 
He allowed me a discount of 50 percent 
for th#e old tires. I can’t squawk. 

I hoae it won’t be charged against me 
that I’m conceited when-1 make the as- 
sertion that all who rea’d my volumes 
of questions and answers will put them 
down witth greater knowlesdge. 

Bertrand Russell, aut,hor of three of 
my Anest Little Blue Books (No. 1463, 
“Has Religion Made Useful Contribu- 
tions to Civil~ization”; No. 677, “What 
Can a Free Man Worship”; No. 1372, 
“Why I Am Not a Christian”) has been 
having a lot of trouble with the tribe 
of Mrs. Priscilla Prissy-Pratt because 
of his unconventional ideas. A brief 
filed in the N.Y. Supreme Court in or- 
der to oust ‘him from the joa of pro- 
fessor of philosophy dn the College of 
the City of New York describes Mr. 
Russell as “lecherous, salacious, libidl- 
llO”B) lustful, YCnOlOUB, erotomaninc, 
aphrodisiac, atheistic, irreverent, nar- 
row-minded, bigoted and untruthful.” 
Before ambitious women get fancy ideas 
about Mr. Russell, let me rush in with 
the disillusioning assertion that no man 
can be that good. 

Thankless task: Thinking Tomorrow’s 
Thoughts Today. 

Put a map in front of me and I al- 
ways let loose a stream of words. A 
map of the wnrld invariably stimulates 
my mind. This morning I drove to a 
high-school some 20 miles from Girard, 
where I was to make a talk on the world 
situation. As luck would have it, there 
was a good map on the platform, So, 
instead of talking 40 minutes, as I ex- 
pected, I rattld on for an hour and 
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10 minutes. I hope those 180 young carousing too much, often with women 
pruple will furgive me. If they invite of lluublful c11aractar. If YVU had lia- 

. me again and want me to ‘hold myself 
down, they should be careful to hide 
all maps. 

A UP dispatch from London says the 
following order has been issued to an 
army unit: “Members of the Women’s 
Auxiliary of the Territorial Service will 
show their pink forms whenever called 
upon to do so.” What was expected to 
begin as a blitzkrieg soon became a 
sitzkrieg, and is now fated to settle 
down to a stripzkrieg. 

tened to my warnings you would not be 
in this dreadful con,dition.” Pat: 
“‘Taint me that’s go#t it. I was only 
wondering what caused it. I saw in this 
morning’s paper that the bishop is snf- 
fering from lumbago.” 

What impressed me most about the 
big executive was the way he covered 
his desk with telephones. iT never saw 
more on a desk, outside of a Hollywood 
movie. When I asked him why he need- 
ed so many, he replied: “It makes for 
efficiency.” Just then there was a ring 
and he picked up the wrong phone. He 
picked up another, and it also was the 
wrong one. The third was the right one. 
It seemed to me fewer phones would 
have made for more efficiency. But that 
isn’t the point at aImI. Pompons self- 
important executives go in for immense 
offices, gadget’s, and Napoleonic postur- 
ings because they help cover an in- 
feriority complex. 

dn Joalin. MO.. an Astrologist, who 
was telling theater customers about the 
future, stopped his act long enough to 
announce that certain questions about 
t.hP futnr.= wnuld be taken nn the fol- 
lowing week. What this expert on the 
future didn’t know about his own future 
was that t’he theater manager was wait- 
ing for him backstage to break the news 
that his engagement for the coming 
week had been canceled. 

Mark Twain was attending a banquet 
given in his honor. Among Zhe speak- 
ers were many famous men, but the 
toastmaster introduced Mark Twain 

. crst, as the principal speaker. He said: 
I don’t want to speak now. 1 want to 

wait and see what these other fellows 
have to say about me. And then, if they 
make any nasty accusations, I can ex- 
plain ‘em, and if I can’t explain ‘em 
I’ll deny ‘em.” 

An abaervant medical starlent nnre 
asked one of his instructors: “Doctor, 
why is it that most babies are born. at 
night?” The doctor, who was something 
of a wag, replied: “Well, my boy, that’s 
simple. ID takes just nine months.” 

Ben Tnrpin, famous comedian: “I am 
genuinely cross-eyed. So mudb so that 
I once spent three months in the South 
East trying to get into the North West 
Mounted Police.” 

The newest thidg in chain letters: 
“This chain ‘was started in Reno in 
the hope of bringing happiness to all 
tired men. Unlike most chains, this 
one do’es not cost YOU any money. 
Simply send a copy of this letter to 
five male friends. then bundle up your 
wife and send her to the fellow whose 
name heads the list. When your name 
works up to th’e top you will in re- 
turn receive 15,178 gorgeous, love- 
hungry females. Have faith. Do not 
let the chain break. One man broke the 
chain and got his own wife back.” 

When Dr. Watson asked by what 
means the poi,son was introduced into the 
slain person’s body, Sherluck Hulmes ~6 
plied: “Alimentary, my dear Watson, a% 
mentary.” 

Pat, meeting the priest, asked him to 
explain the cau’se of lumbago. The 
priest: “This ts a goo’d opportunity to 
give you a little sermon. Your lumbago 
is caused by drtnkti too much anfi 

Recently, at one of the Thursday 
luncheons of our local businessmen, I 
spent ‘a pleasant and interesting half 
h’onr listening to a middle-ageld blind 
man tell us about ‘his beau,tiful German 
shepherd (police dog to you) rind how 
she helped him smooth away some of 
life’s rougher edges. The splendid anl- 
ma1 (she had been trained in the fa- 
mous Seeing Eye establishment in New 
Jersey) demonstrated her splendid char- 
acter and sharp understanding. In his 
talk, the man debunked a popular no- 
tion about these Seeing’ Eye comp,nniuns, 
the on’e that would have us believe they 
stop at a curbing for red lights and . 
move forward when green lights show 
UP. A~J be explained, all dogs are color 
blind, the world appearing grayish to 
them. What they do is to watch what 
the traffic is doing. If {t’s against- the 
dog, she stops. When the light stops 
the traffic she leads her master across 
the street. Another common nation has 
it that the blind man just tells the dog 
where he wants to TO and she takes 
him there-to the Jones grocery, the 
Smith cigar store, the bank, and the 
like. Of course, the dog can do no 
such thing. Sh,e merely helps her mas- 
ter avoid certain ~difficnlties, but the 
man still has to know more than the 
dog. Our speaker told about .a talk he’d 
given at a meeting of the American 
Legion in a nearby city. During the 
question period one m’ember said: ‘?: 
can under&and how rour don knows 
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where to find 1161/r East Fourth Street, 
but what I don’t understand is how she 
knows the American Legion post has its 
meeting place on the seconmd floor.” 

expects every man 
make us an offer!” 

to do his duty-r 

A reader) asks if marshmallows grow 
on marshmallow trees in the marshes. 

My ancient frlend, L. M. Birkhead, 
used to be pastor of a Methodist church 
in Wichita, Kans. That was years be- 
fore he ever saw the light and juined 
the religious Iiberalls of the Unitarian 
Church. Once, preaching to a lot of 
Fundamentalists, he dwelt on the 
wages of sin and quoted freely trom the 
Ten Commandments. Coming ou,t of the 
churchyard, the preacher noticed a 
woman deep in t,hought. L’Ah,” said 
Birkhead, “she is taking my message to 
heart.” The woman turned to th’e young 
minister and muttered: “Ah, well, I’ve 
never made a graven image, anyway.” 

“Clabber Girl baking powder”-do YOU 

know of an uglier trade name? 

I feel all puffed up today because my 
daughter, Alice, a few minutes ago, 
placed on my desk the finished copy of 
her first compilation, a dignified, simple, 
unpretentious book containing 30 read- 
able, informative, mind-li’b#erating ar- 
ticles un,der the general heading of 
‘tlnternational Freethought Annual.” 
Here, I said to ,myself after looking it 
over carefully and deciding it isn’t the 
least bit corny, is the answer to read- 
ers like C. A. Lang who’ve been won- 
dering who’ll take the o,ld man’s place 
when he edges into senility or goes on 
to his reward. Never once, during her 
23 years, have I tried to influence her 
mind in the direction of Freethought. 
I’ve always preferred to let my two 
chiI,dren form their own opinions on 
religion and Rationalism. It’s almost 

For no reason in the world, I’m re- 
min,ded of a line we kids used to yell 

40 years ago: “MaUhew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, all in bed with their trousers 
on!” 

You can’t always tell just by trust- 
ing what you see. This thought came to 
-me this morning while driving from the 
office to my home. On the way I saw 
a farmer on the road and he was carry- 
ing a piece of rope. For the life of me 
I couldn’t make uo my mind whether 
he’d found a piece of rope or lost a 
horse. ; ;g 

Some of my readers ask why th’e Jews 
didn’t. see what was coming in Central 
Europe and get out in good time. The 
answer isn’t easy, but the first thought 
that comes to mind is that they, like SO 
many other people, don’t react to im- 
pending disaster because they feel 
there’s some Isort of a chance for the 
worst to be averted. When the morrow 
brings new horrors they think this must 
be the worst and settle back to endure 
their misery, littl,e suspecting that the 
next day may ‘bring still greater mis- 
eries. I’m reminded of a quotation 
which I picked up while reading a piece 
by the famous writer, Max Nordau, as 
follows: “A Jew does not judge accord- 
ing to his reason but according to the 
catastrophe. He will never buy an om- 
brella merely because dark clouds have 
appeared on the horizon. First he will 
get thoroughly drenched. catch pneu- 
monia, and then--well, then it is an- 
other matter.” 

as Ibad to try to force Freethought on a 
child as it is to force it to accept re- 
liginna ideology. Of course, she grew 
up in an atmosphere of Agnosticism 
and Skeuticism, and the tools of educa- 
tion-books-were always at hand. They 
did their work perfectly, but through . 
persuasion and reason, not force and 
dogmatism. I was especially pleased by 
the following sentences which I’ve lifted 
from her foreword: “The vast offensive 
on the part of unreason and intolerance, 
steadfast and ruthless in its objectives, 
must be met with a like determination 
by Rationalists on the side of Reason. 
To accompl,ish this feat we must formu- 
late a positive policy, toward which the 
International Freethought Annual is 
directed.” The numerous writers she 
drew on #for this volume of 60,000 words 
are competent, intelligent and complete- 
ly abreast of the forward surges of sci- 
ence and knowledge. My girl did an 
excellent job, and I take this means of 
telling my readers about it. Those of 
you who have read the book are re- 
quested to write your opinions, giving 
special consideration to the question of 
whether or not she’s competent to take 
on the job of mass education where I 
leave off. 

“Jones is willing to be our preacher,” 
yelled a church member in the old man’s 
ear. “Who is hcl Never heard of him,” 
commented the deaf farmer. “Oh yes, 
you have,” shouted the informant, “he’s 
a son of the bishop.” Quavered the an- 
cient phidosophieally, “Oh, well, most of 
these preachers are.” 

Charles Yale Warrison, who conducts 
a readabl’e column in The New Leader, 
says that if the cautious Chamberlain 
were running up Nelson’s message to- 
day, he would signal: “England this day 

Boner over Station WGN: “I’m not 
giving you a commercial; I’m telling 
you the truth!” 

You have to ‘hand sit to Hollywood for 
the way it clipped coupons on the oomph 

. 
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of Sheridan, Lamarr and other “It” gals,\ 
then collecte,d on the innocence of 
Shirley Temple, and then cashed in for 
more than a barrel of dimes on the 
virginity of Deanna Durbin. 

“Stalinism,” said the editorial writer 
over his fourth high-ball, “is dead, and 
ail that’s needed to prove it is a big 
War.” 

Deanna Durbin will long be remem- 
bered as the maiden who elevated vir- 
ginity to a profession. 

Lenin once lamented the fact that no 
inventor has as yet presented the world 
with a sinoereometer. The drunkometers 
work acceptably, according to the cops. 
There’s a little controversy about the 
lie-detecting machine. A sincereometer 
may get invented one of these days, but 
it should be called a bunkometer, and 
it should be able to measure bunk in 
the way a doctor measures bloo’d-press- 
ure. Such a machine could undermine 
our civilization. Imagine if a bunko- 
ometer were attached to your radio, and 
when some bunk-shooter got going, the 
machine woul’d switch on a red light 
and blow a whistle! 

A stranger in Vermont, impressed by 
thme many rock-strewn farms, asked a 
farmer: “Where did all these rocks 
come frum?” Farmer: “A glacier bruught 
them.” Stranger: “Where dimd the gla- 
cier go from here?” Farmer: “I think it 
went back to get more rocks.” 

A precocious six-year-old was in 
school for the first ti,me. The teache.r, 
after .asking his name and age, in- 
quired: “Do you know your A B C’s?” 
The child: “Hell, no, woman, I’ve been 
in this joint only 10 minutes.” Teacher: 
“Just for that you’ll have to stay after 
srhnnl.” The sir-yenr-nld 2 “Okay, 
sugar-plum pie.” 

Mike Gold’s version of the sentence 
often credited to Voltaire: “Though I 
disanree with e\-erything you say, you 
rat, I’ll fight to the death to defend you, 
you louse.” 

Rob Wagner tells about an immoral 
old Senator who always loo8ke8d spit and 
span. When asked how come, he re- 
plied: “Well, I’ve always believed a man 
should be regular in his habits; I don’t 
give a damn what his habits are, so 
long as he’s regular in them.” 

Several of my readers have taken to 
calling me “Manny,” which always 
makes me wince. When I was a kid I 
had several big fights with my brother 
and four sisters because they insisted 
that Emanuel gave them the right to 
use Manny, which 11 denied heatedly- 
and won a decisive and complete victory 
Only the other day I got a letter from 
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my older sister and was gratified to see 
she remembered the lesson I had im- 
pressed on her 40 years ago, for her 
greeting was “Dear Emanuel.” Manny 
always ‘makes me think of a nanny-goat. 
I won’t tolerate it even from cash 
customers. 

As it’d be wrote now: The time is out 
of joint. Oh, cursed snite. that ever I 
was born to put it OK. 

An octogenarian was attending his 
first girls’ softbasll game, sitting in a 
box along the third-base line and watcb- 
ing the long-thighed girls throw, run, 
hit, slide. He remarked:“1 never had 
any i,dea the day would come when I’d 
feel as I do toward a thir*d baseman.” 

In Germany, it simmers down to this: 
You can be sent to prison for having a 
dial on your radio. 

The Chinaman complained: “Belly 
chilly this morning. belly chil~ly.” To 
which his hearer replied: “Then why in 
hell don’t you tuck in your ahirttnil.” 

Sentences quoted from a businessman’s 
blott’er: “Nature bestowed upon man 
two ends-one to sit on and one to think 
with. Success in life depensds on which 
one you use . . . Heads you win; tails 
you l’ose!” 

An officer in the British navy, on 
shore leave, was bothered on the last 
night at home by the telephone ringing 
constantlly. Each time he almost yelled 
into the mouthuiece: “I’m terribly 
sorry, old chap, but I cawn?t t.ell you. 
You’ll have to call the Admiralty.” 
Finally his wife asked who was making 
the calls. He said: “Oh, some bloody 
boozer awsked me, ‘Is the coast clear?“’ 

“Gimme a chicken sandwich,‘* said 
the customer at the lunch counter. 
Owner; ‘*We got ham. rosbif. tuna, an’ 
cheese, but no chicken sandwiches.” 
Customer: “Well, then, give me a tur- 
key sandwich.” Owner: “Say, buddy, if 
we had lurhey sandwiches, you’da got 
yer chicken!” 

Voltaire: “History is little else than 
a picture of human crimes and mis- 
fortunes.” 

Orson (Little Boy Boo) Welles: “I 
don’t say we all ought to misbehave, 
but we ought to look as if we, could.” 
. . . “‘Now we sit through Shakespeare 
in order to recognize the quotations.” 

At one of Lincoln’s cabinet meetings 
the President turned to Secretary 
Seward and asked: “If you were to call 
a sheep’s tail a leg, how many legs 
would the she,ep have?” Seward snorted, 
“Five, of course.” Lincoln said, “Oh, 

‘no, it would not. Calling a sheep’s tail 
a leg wouldn’t make it one.” 

Senator Henry F. Ashurst (Arm.1 
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says his policy in life has been never 
to exnlain “because if today one ex 
plains tomorrow’ he will be explaining 
his explanation.” He then went on to 
say that in his early days in Arizona 
when he was ,district attorney he once 
prosecuted a man as a horse thief. 
Years later, after leaving that office, he 
was ‘defending the same man on a 
charge of horse stealing. ,Wh!en the 
prosecuting attorney brought these facts 
to the attention of the court, Ashurst 
replied: “Your honor, a man must have 
the ccruraee of hia rctaincr.” 

Count Ciano (Mussolini’s son-in-law) 
owns a newspaper, from which this gem 
of insight into Jehovah’s intentions is 
lifted: “No nation can today navigate 
the Mediterranean-a sea created by 
God for submarine warfare-against the 
will of Italy.” 

A gay young blade’s car has a little 
drawer at the right of the dashboard in 
which he ‘keeps a pint of whisky, two 
bottles of coke, six lily cups, rigarettes. 
an#d a package of rubbers. He calls it 
his “hope chest.” 

Mental constipation-the world’s most 
common affliction. 

When a pious memiber of the House of 
Commons asked the prime minister “ta 
hx a day of prayer beseeching God to 
bring the war to a speedy end by the 
overthrow of the enemy,” another mem- 
ber, this time the rationalistic Ernest 
Thnrtle, nrovoked a wave of Iaughfe? 
by asking: “Will the prime minist’er 
ascertain from the heads of the fighting 
services their views as to the efficacJl 
of the proposed action”? 

A women’s club, which retains some 
of the militant ideas of the old femi- 
nists, rejected the slogan: “Down with 
the men! Up with the women!!” but 
accepted this one: “Down with the 
pa&s! Up with the skirts! !” 

Nancy Kelly, a powerful cinemind, 
passes this remark without brain-fag: 
“I live from day to day, literally.” 

The first time Mark Twain got a look 
at Lillian Russell’s breath-socking 
beauty he cried: “I’d rather play post 
office with her than sleep with General 
Miles in full fiel,d uniform!” 

My ancient, devout and pious friend, 
George M. Husser, manager of the 
Kansas City Better Business Bureau, 
says airplanes’ will soon be so thick 
they’ll shadow the sun if all lhe maga- 
zine peddlers working for aviation train- 
ing really do become flyers. 

An Irish laborer showed himself to be 
a powerful logician when, aft’er being 
asked why he was digging a hole, re- 
plied: “I’m not ‘diggin’ a hole; I’m dig 

gin’ the earth and lavin’ the hole.’ 
That fellow, lost to obscurity, had the 
makings of a modern physicist, if Only 

he’d been given a formal education. 
This brings to mind Charles M. Bead- 
nell’s discussion of the question: “IS 
the bung-hole of a rbarrel part of the 
barrel?” Don’t get tbe idea that that’s 
a frivolous question. It ‘digs deep into 
the heart of nhvsics. At this point a 

punster (without raisi#ng a laugh) could 
drag in Euclid’s conclusion that “the 
whole is greater than the part.” But, 
seriously, the qnestinn of whether or 
not space is a reality is important in 
theoretical physics. The answer (and 
here I sneak as a timid, halting layman) 
is that space must be a reality because 
matter is built on a framework of sipace. 
If you didn’t have space you couldn’t 
have matter. But here, let me confess, 
lhe small boy would throw in his two 
cents’ worth by denying that the hole 
in his doughnut ‘is ‘part of the doughnut. 
So far as hi’s appetite is concerned, he’s 
r’ght. Sir Arthur Eddington, according 
+o Beadnell, argues that light may be a 
n?rt of ,darkness. because darkness re- 
sults when two light-waves cancmel out 
in the familiar phenomenon of inter- 
ference. But this Ieads to an imm,ediate 
absurdity, for, as Beadnell says, this 1s 
like ‘saying that light is also a part of 
darkness of the ,tomb, of the coal-mine, 
or of the abyss where there could be no 
wave cancellation since there are no 
waves. “If it is not,” says Beadnell, 
‘<there must ‘be two kinds of darkness!” 

A bull escaped from an alfalfa pas- 
ture onto a railroad right-o’-way, and 
was killed by a fast train. In du’e time 
an adjuster from the road appeared at 
the farm for settlement of damages. The 
farmer called a Negro tenant who had 
witnessed the accident, and the three 
men walked to the spot. “Now, tell me 
just how it happened,” said the repre- 
sentative of the railroad. The colored 
man batt’ed his eyes and proceeded:- 
“Well, sah, ah was standin’ there mowin’ 
brars, payin’ no ‘tention to nothin’, till 
I heered the train whistlin’ fer that 
curve. Then I seed the bull comin’ over 
the fence, out n’ the alfalfa. and the 
next thing I seed was the alfalfa comin’ 
out n’ the hnll.” 

Remark heard freauently in Detroit: 
Scratch an anti-Semite and you find 
Henry Ford. 

A London poultry-seller, sore over 
what the war was doing to his business, 
said : “I’m going to gut up a sign read- 
ing: ‘Because of Hitler, my chickens are 
getting littler and littler.“’ The grocer 
who was listening added: “Well, 1’11 put 
up this sign: “Because of Hess my 



104 Questions and Aywera 
/ 

groceries are getting less and less.” A 
girl who worked at the pastry counter 
looked puzzled, then said: “Mine wlll 
read: ‘Because of Goering, 1’11 have to 
take up my old profession.“’ 

When I was a kid in my early ‘teens, 
Carl Po,hlig was the condjnctor of the 
Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra. He 
did his job in a methodical, orderly, un- 
inspired manner, for “oomph” wna still 
to strike the musical world. His Fal- 
staffian lines were destined to give way 
to the Hollywood streamlining of the 
Stokowskian waist-line. I dropped inlu 
the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts 
one afternoon, and saw Pohlig with the 
great Talcott Williams, one of the edi- 
tors of the New International Encyclo- 
pedia and editori,al writer of the Phila- 
delphia Press (where later I held copy 
on his editorials in the proof-room). 
They talked art, before two expensively 
dressed, conservative-looking ladies of 
middle years. Williams handl’ed a picture 
tbe way a housewife judges a chicken- 
for weight, conformations, substance, 
format. I didn’t know until thenlthat peo- 
ple could talk about pictures. I thought 
one just looked at a picture and let it 
go at that. Some years later-I was 
about 18-while spending a delightful 
(if moneyless) Summer in Boston, I 

visited the Art Gallery one afternoon, 
the only customer in the vast place. A 
handsome, distinguished-looking man 
met me cordially and took me from 
room to room, telling me the important 
points about everything in sight. Later 
he ducked into the private part of the 
establishment, so I concluded he must 
have been the head manager or an 
artist. Of the dozens of things he told 
me I was most fascinated by his com- 
ments on an ancient piece of Greek 
acnlpture-several women holding up a 
building. They wore long, ripply gowns. 
“Notice,” my new teacher said, “how 
the sculptor took away the strain of 
holding up a building by giving the 
the garments those easy, flowing Jinea.” 
Some days later I went through again 
with a U.S. army man (an intelligent, 
alert, if unlearned, fellow) and care- 
fully repeated all the comments I’d heard 
on my previous visit, but carefully giv- 
ing the impression this was my first 
visit to t.he gallery. My gigantic qunli- 
fications as an art critic reached a glor- 
ions climax when I point to the piece of 
ancient scnl,pture and commented cas- 
nnlly, “Notice how the sculptor took 
away the strain of holding up the build- 
ing by giving the 
flowing lines.” 

garments thos’e easy, 

perfect. 
My performance was 

Waltmer Winchell tells a story that 
was a favorite with the late Frank Har- 
ris 85 years ago. I know because he 

told me so. Here’s how it goes: A mem- 
ber of a conservative club bro~ught his 
girl friend (a notorious gal-about-toswn) 
to one of the club’s dances. For this he 
was reprimandemd by the rules committee 
and told to apologize in writing. Here’s 
what the sinner wrote: “I wish to apolo- . 
gize, for I didn’t know a person wasn’t 
allowed to bring his mistress ‘to a club 
affair unless she is the wife of OIIP of - 
the members.” 

Louis Golobick, Duquesne, Pa., writes: 
“Ignorance is never bliss, but a breeder 
of n&cry and discnsc.” My readcr’a 
sentence packs a big and honest truth. 

Bertrand Ru,sseJl, in his Little Blue 
Book, “Has Religion Made Usef’ul Con- 
tributions to Civilization,” gives a prac- 
tical illustration of how an outstanding 
Pope fought education by quoting a 
sentence from a letter he (Pope Gregory 
the Great) wrote to a certain blshop: 
“A report has reached us- which we 
cannot mention without a blush, that 
thou expoundest grammar to certain 
friends.” This letter, which was Written 
at a time when the Church was enjoy- 
ing its greatest power, shows how the 
Vatican felt toward the intellectual 
life. It i,s possible, says Mr. Bussell, 
“that mankind is on the threshold of a 
golden age, but, if so, it will be neces- 
sary first to slay the dragon that guards 
the door, and this dragon is reiigion.” 

An affasble traveler, to neighbor in 
railway compartment-“Your name is 
familiar to me: in fact, it’s on the tiD 

‘of my tongue, Mr.-er-ah-.” Quiet 
stranger- “My name i,s Moctzonctskiest 
Koroczotoctker. I am a Latvian.” 
Affable traveler- ‘Yes, er-it isn’t your 
name so much as your face. I was about 
to say your face is familiar to me.” 
Quiet stranger-“Yes, I have been in 
prison 14 years. I was discharged thin 
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Ralph J. Shidler, associate e,ditor of 
The Girard Press, our local newspaper 
(and an ‘excellent one it is), tells about 
a young lady who had the repntatibn of 
“reading one lesson to herself and hav- 
ing her mother read another lesson to 
her at the same time, and she made 
honor societies because of high grades. 
To me that s’eemed to be an ideal ;;; 
of getting an education-for 
mother.” 

ABdvertising has made us nervous 
about a Jot of ailments, the leading ones 
being Lhuae aasuciated with odors, thus: 
halitosis, body, nndie and armhole odor. 
Then comes the body: athl’ete’s foot, 
dental cripple, lordosis, cosmetic skin, 
dishwashy hands and a skin no one 
cares to touch. The conditions: nerves, 
sleeplessness, loss of appetite, constipa- 
tion, and inferiority complex. Gaposfs 
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sounds terriblme, but it isn’t a disease; 
St’s the condltlon in which one’s gar- 
ment ie open when Mrs. Emily Post de- 
mands that it be closed. When a man 
walks around with an open fly he can be 
described as afflicted with gaposis, but 
no gargle or lotion will cure it. To re- 
turn to our body ailments, the millions 
of dollars spent in magazines, news- 
PaPem and over the radio run to this 
them’e: You are a beautiful girl (until 
you smile) an,d you ought to go places, 
but you haven’t any dates aad have to 
act like a wallildwer because yo,u pink 
your toothbrush and have bad breath, 
along with a sour body odor-all be- 
cause you have neglected thus far to 
use ‘a certain gargle, soap Or lotion, 
which, when used according to direc- 
tions, will enable you to throw your 
bouauet to the bridesmaids instead of 

always ,belng a bridesmaid but never a 
bride. Of course, njo gargle or ,lotion 
or oil can remove a body odor for more 
than flvr minutes or chase halitosis for 
more than six minlutes, because those 
condition’s are caused internally. These 
sensational appeals became stronger af- 
ter we got used to a temporary busi- 
ness depression which is already sprout- 
ing its hairs of pnberty, and the longer 
t’he hairs grow the harder the advertis- 
ing writcre pound away nt their scarem 
CoPY. 

Some readers may recall that I wrote 
a piece the other month on my meeting 
with a real Nazi. It comes to me only 
now that iI failed to tell of one of his 
finest gems. I mentioned (with irony 
that failed of its’mark) that Hitler was 
a believer in Astrology. “But,” said 
this Nazi, “even Dr. Nicholas Murray 
Butler, President of Columbia Unlver- 
sity, had to canfeslr pnblicly that Hitler 
draws on the services of five A’strolo- 
gem who report their Andings sepa- 
rately. This shows how strictly seien- 
tific t,hc Fuehrer redy is, how he re- 
sorts to laboratory methods, checking 
one against the other.” 

After seeing “Gone With the Wind,” 
which pictures chattel slavery as a 
quaint, kindly, romantic, sentimental in- 
stitution, I hunted up a sentence by 
Abraham Lincoln which sweeps that 
argument into the trash-heap, where it 
belongs: “Although volume upon vol- 

ume is written to prove slavery a good 
thing, we never hear of the man who 
wishes to take the good of it by being 

, a slave himself.” Isn’t that a brilliant 
piece of criticism? Another point that 
s‘hould be emphasized is that the slave- 
‘holders were careful to ke.ep their slaves 
from fighting for the Confederates, be- 
cause they were afr‘aid of what would 
happen if &hey puk riflea in their hands, 

thus proving they were sure the slaves 
didn’t share their tender regard for the 
beautiful, poetical institution that held 
them in bondage. 

Father Jamea A. O’Connor, who be- 
came an ex-priest about 50 years ago, 
used to tell about an Irish priest who, 
during a season of drought, was re- 
onestad hv hin narishoners to recite the 
prayers ior rain. He agreed to have 
High Mass, say the Litany of the Saints 
with organ accompaniment, and wear 
his finest vestments for the occasion. 
piovbded they would contribute $100 in 
cash for the job. This they did and the 
priest gave them a splendid ceremony. 
At its close he turned to the congrega- 
tion and #said: “Now, my friends, I have 
done as agreed, and the rain may come, 
but my own opinion is that we 
shpll hnvc no rain until ‘there ir R 
change in the weather.” 

Popular pome waltmasonlzed: You’re 
not old when your hair turns gray; 
you’re not old when your teeth decay. 
Old boy, you’re headed for your long 
last sleep when your mind makes a date 
that your body can’t keep. 

Father O’Connor, the ex-priest who 
wrote voluminously in the second half 
of the last century, told the following 
story ahout a certain Chicago priest and 
the City water hydrant. The Chicago 
priest, instead of importing at consid- 
erable expense to himself the famous 
“miracle-working” waler f roln the 
Lourdes, conceived the plan (since 
water is water the world over) of bot- 
tling and selling ordinary water, en- 
riched with his own priestly blessing 
and guaranteed to effect wonderful 
cures whether taken internally or ap- 
plied externally. Orders piled in so 
fast he was kept bnay blessing each in- 
dividual bottle of water aeparately. So, 
after much cogitation and reasoning, he 
decided to save much of his precious 
time by blessing, once and for alI, the 
hydrant through which the city’s water 
came to him. For he concluded to his 
great satisfaction and joy, that by 
passing through the blessed hydrant 
the water must of necessity partake of 
the same blessing. The report was that 
this priest became wealthy through the 
sale of thi’s blessed water. 

Sentence lifted from Father (of 
what?) Coughlin’s Social Justice: “The 
only source of truth ia Father Cough- 
lln!” That ought to qualify him as 
$;prica’s Fuehrer or the Church’s next 

I don’t swallow radio statistica with 
my eyes shut, but there may be some 
truth in the industry’s estimate that 
Father Conghlin, nt the climax of his 
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popularity a few years ago, had 15,. 
00~0,000 disteners, which dropped in 
January, 1940, to s,OOo,OOO. In short, 
even the country’s CatholJc population 
isn’t listening to him as before. But we 
shouldn’t shut our eyes to the fact that 
a rabble-rouser and boob-baiter with an 
audience of 3,000,OOO is plenty danger- 
ous. and. besides. there’s always the 
possibility that so shrewd and cunning 
a swine will regain the potential Fasc- 
ists be let slip away. 

Pure Fascism. culled from the col- 
umns of Pith& (of what?) Coughlln’s 
Social .Tu.stice: “Democracy! A mockery 
that mouths the word and o~bstructs 
every effort on the part of an honest 
people to establish a government for 
the welfare of the people.” In- short, 
we ‘should dhuck out our democracy and 
join Italy, Spain, Portugal, Stalinland, 
and Hitlerland, where the people live 
in heavenly bliar. 

The American Communist press-sec- 
ond only to the Catholic press in in- 
lellecl~ual dishonesty-tells its readers 
the people must be given the right to 
vote for war before the government 
can become a b’elligerant. But these 
voices of Stalin are careful to say noth- 
ing about the fact that in Russia only 
Stalin’s word i’s needed to make war. 
We delegate authority to our elected 
Congress and the President-and that 
isn’t democracy! But in the Soviet 
Union one man, who isn’t an’swerable to 
the people, can order hostilities with- 
out even issuing a declaration of ward 
and that’s the essence of democracy! 

I pride myself on never ‘having al- 
tempted a single humorous epigram 
giving the difference between a pessi- 
mist and an optimist. 

It isn’t hard to understand why the 
*~erage zunaa gives himself only one 
glance in a mirror. Why waste a lot of 
time and effort when he already knows 
he’s perfect? 

Mark Twain’s conundrum: “Why am I 
lik’e the Pacific Ocean?” Mark Twain’s 
answer: “I don’t know. I was just ask- 
ing for information.” 

For decades I’ve been saying Robert 
G. Ingersoll wrote the well-known and 
amusing line, “Heaven for climate, hell 
for society,” but it turns out that Mark 
Twain was its author. How odd that, 
after crediting it to the wrong geni’us 
at least a hundred times, no one ever 
corrected me. Usually my least inac- 
curacy brings me dozens of letters. 

Billy--“‘Why don’t you go ti= 
church?” Sammy-“‘Cause, we belong 
to a different abomination.” 

Fort Worth eobblers have formed an 
organizat.ion called the Texas South- 

western Association of Shoetricians. 1’11 
continue calling them shoe-repairmen, 
for I’m yet to surremier to fancv names 
like mortician for plain, honest under- 
taker, beautician for the tidy-torsoed 
gals who give facials, and bootician for 
retailers of new shoes. The other day 
I read about an “extetrminator engi- 
neer,” who guarante’ed he’d kill a bed- 
bug at 15 feet. I object to these or- 
giastic assaults on our language. The 
next time I need to be half-soled and 
heeled, 1’11 send my shoes to a cobbler 
who doesn’t go in for this ahont.ririnn 
stuff. Besides, I suspect the shoetrician 
will charge an additional 25c and do a 
job that’8 only half as good. Saank 
always runs into money, even when it’s 
only verbal. 

The whole redlight district closed 
shop and got busy when its foremost 
Madame, Maud, died. She had been no- 
torious for decades. After going into a 
house at 15, she promot,ed herself- 
through hard work and application to 
business-to her uwn establishmeht, 
which she ran like a dictator. Hers was 
the most hardboiled management in 
those parts. She sold booze in violation 
of the State’s beverage laws. She SUP- 
plied addicts with dope. Men who want- 
ed something different could always 
rely on Maud, who’d supply anything at 
a price. And now she was dead. The 
district hunted up a preacher who didn’t 
know the departed, but had a vague 
idea that her character wasn’t so hot. 
After reading a psalm and muttering to 
himself that he wasn’t sattsfied over 
dismissing anybody in this perfunctory 
fashion, he said to the persons assem- 
bled at the grave: “And now perhaps 
some friend of the departed would like 
to say something.” There w.as a long 
silence and Anally a mnnmful.lnnking 
man with a drooping mustache stepped 
forward? cleared his throat and said: 
“Welt, if no one else bae anything td 
say, I would like to seize this opportun- 
ity to make a few remarks on the evils 
of the New Deal and the w8astefuJ apend- 
ing of Franklin D. Roosevelt.” 

Robert G. Ingersoll found endless 
joys in Bfe. He turned living into an 
art. Once he wrote: “Every man who 
has caused real, true, honest mirth, has 
been a benefactor of the human race.” 

Snatch of conversation: ‘Vf there’s 
one thing I can’t stand it’s prejudice. 
As for myself, tonight I’m guing with a 
perfectly open and unbiased mind to 
listen to w,hat I’m convinced is pure 
rtrbbish.” 

I try, in my bumble way, to live UP 
to William Hazlitt’s attitude, “I think 
as I please and I say. what I think,” 
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The April 13, 1940, issue of the Jesait 
publication, “America.” contains 83 arti- 
cle by the Jesuit priest, the Rev. 
Raymond Corrigan, S.J., in which he 
says, under the title, “Baptize Democ- 
racy,” that American democracy is 8 
fake, or rather “pseudo-democracy,” that 
it is “Protestant! rationalist, and defi- 
nitely anti-Christtan in its inspiration,” 
and that Cothdice “must champion, ng- 
gressively and vociferously, the restora- 
tion of ‘II Christian social order.” Please 
comment. 

I’t’s easy to see ;the d’evil’s horns of 
Fas&m sticking through this verbi- 
age. Notice h:ow he brands our de- 
mocracy as “Protestant” and tha de- 
scribes it as “anti-ChrMan” and that 
Catholics can &ange all this by re- 
storing a “Christian social order;” 
What he’s saying (though he’s too 
smart to come riight out with it) is 
that) he want,s a “Catholic swciz\ll or- 
der” ia the U.,S. A Catholic social or- 
dter would be similar in many ways to 
the Oath&c-Fascism of Italy, Spain, 
Portugal and, before HiUer barged 
into the country, Poland. The Cath- 
olic Church whkh is authoritarean, 
in that it’s ruled from’ the top (the 
hierarchy) wlants the same principles 
applied to the social order, which is 
iust another wav of saying he wants 
a Fascist dictator for- a& oounltry. 
B,ut it wouldn’t do to call it Fawism, 
so he asks for a “Chr+s&n social 
order.” He’s askin.g for the rule of 
tyrants in the fields of relilgion,, eco- 
nomics, Lbor, in&&y, and the State, 
and that in.cludes all the horrors of 
Cathalircism. including intolerance, 
Jewdbaiting (as in the Catholic coun- 
tries just listed), o,rganized bigotry, 
supernaturalism, gagged education, 
and reaction in general. It would de- 
stroy culture, &rangle srclence, en- 
slave labor, crush freedom of expres- 
sion and the press, legalize censorship 
in all media of communicati’on and 
the exchan,ge of ideas. and enthrone 
totalitania&m above democr,acy and 
our libnral Con&t&ion. Notice, for 
example, how Father C,orriigan de- 
fines democralcy. To him it means 
(and ho would have Almerica estab- 
lish that definition as a soci,al real&y) 
that %mdition af societv in which 
all social, juridlical and econaanic 
forces, in the Fu~llness of their 
HIERARCHICAL develop8men& coop 
crate in due measure for the common 
good.” Catch that neati word, “hler- 

archica’l.” It gives the game away, 
far the word m&ans: “A body of of- 
ficials disa’osed or~anicallv in ranks 
and order% each &bord&ate to the 
one above it; a body of ecclesiastical 
rulers.” (Webster’s New Intternation- 
al Dictionary.) The same authority 
adds that it. means “a form of gav- 
ernment ndtmini&ered in the church 
by patriarchsi, metropolitans, arch- 
bishops, bisha,ps, and, in an inferior 
degree, by priests.” Fas&m is a 
State that’s rulti frwm the top; and 
that’s what thee Catrholic Church in- 
sists is “Christian.” As I’ve shown 
many times (see my numerous VOI- 
umes of questions and answers), the 
JesuiOs have always advocated a 
State alon,g the lines of the govern- 
ments in presentday Italy, Spain and 
PortugaLa SHabe. in which the 
masses are kept down in political and 
economk &very, while the rulers 
over them take their authority from 
a secular pope, or rather, dictator. 
Inteliligent, informed Amerkans aren’t 
going to be foole’d by such Jesuit 
propaganda. They know that “tip- 
iizing democracy” means murdering 
both the Bill of Rights and democx&- 
ic freedom. The tragic thing about 
the present siltuatiion is that our 
standard newspapers and magazines 
daren’t warn the Amerkan people 
against the propagan& of the Jesuits. 
They’re afraid to Itell the people the 
truth4hat there’s. a Fifth Column 
openly conspiring against our freedom 
and liiiberailism-the age-old enemy of 
civilization-the stinking, bl,ood-soak- 
ed Roman Catho,& Church. Talk 
about your Nazi Fifth Columni&! 
They’re chicken-feed alongside the 
slick, pampnus, sja’ered menubers of 
the hierarchy wh’o are striving to 
crush our liberal, progreslsive und’er- 
standing of democra,cy anld bring in 
its stead a social order in wh’ich t,he 
masses will be as ensl’aved pol,itically 
and ~ca~onica~ly as are the minds of 
the ignorant co8mmuniean,ts in the 
Church. But such Fifth Caltimnists 
mustn’t be offend’ed. SO’ our editors 
shut, their eyes (and colamns) Lo the 
great@& menalce falcing tile American 
weoiwle-the ant&social wronaganda of 
ihe’ vicious Catholic ‘Ch&%. And 
those editors who dare tell the truth 
about the awful menace to our lib- 
art.& are made to suffer the Denalties 
of Mycott and ostracism be&use they 
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dare t&l the terrible, appdmling truth 
as they see it. I insist it’s a part of 
my job to educate at least a portion 
of the American peo’ple to the dark 
objectives of the Bflaok International 
(the ro,tten Ro&an Catholic Church) 
and to use my columns without re- 
gard for the oermequences, in order to 
mcake possible the preservation of our 
pr&ous, bloo’d-bought rights. Ano 
it’s also my job to educatde a po~rtion 
of that p&&c to make financial sac- 
rifwen in order to afable truly free, 
independent, truth-seeking periodicals 
to continue to enjoy the circulation 
they deserve. I don’t exmt favors 
from the priestl’y contspirators against 
our traditional ‘Amerioanmm, nor do 
I expect the reactionaries generally 
to sn~pppart me through fat advcrtia- 
ing oontracts, but I do look to my in- 
dividual r&dera to realme the sltua- 
tion and respond generously when 
caRed on tie advance the cause of free- 
dom and civilization. The vile Cath- 
oli’c Church’s world-wid,e effort to pro- 
mote Fascist ideology its a proven 
fact-and here I again refer readers 
to the books containing my indexed 
questions and answer&he record is 
clear, and the duty of sulpporters of 
demomcratic ideohogy is equally 
Voltaire caBed on the world to “(g$ 
t.he in&moua thing I” by which hc 
meant the infamiels of th’e Catho,lic 
Church. The infamous thing is still 
with us, cursing and torturing hu- 
manity in ord’er to keep it from 
achieving its goal of enlightenment, 
freedom, progress and social decency. 
The R,oman hierarchy is the uncom~ 
promising, relentless, implacable, 
merciless enemy of everythin,g that% 
valuable in h*uman living. We must 
crush the infamous thing before it 
destroys the gorig 0’: democracy. 

DO you favor organizing to meet the 
threats of Fifth Columnists in the U.S.? 

Yes, by all means, but let’s be sure 
we know what we’re organizing 
aga~inst. Today I heard a radio ap- 
neaf by the editor of a magazine of 
sportsmen, in which the statement 
was made that “?,OOO,OOO members 
ob shootling and o&her oh&s are ready 
to form groups of Minute Men to 
meet the dangers of spies, saboteurs, 
Fifth Oolumnists, strikers and 
trouble-makers in general.” Noti’ce 
how he slipped in the favorite enemy 

of the Economic Royali&s--strikers. 
Let’s be on guard against any at- 
tempt to turn a healthy implxise to d+ 
fend our country against aggression 
into a hysterical campaign against 
strikers and other men and women 
unpopular with our own near-Fast- 
ists who look on the leaitimate labor 
movement as an offshoat of Commu- 
nism an’d Nazism, m’ainly the form- 
er. Notice also how our patriot said 
his Minute Men would get. after 
“trou,bleimakers in Eeneral.” That’s 
pretty broad IanguaGe and can be 
consttrued to include any advocate of 
a liberal, radiaal or other more or 
less unpopular cause. I don’t think 
I’m an alarmist when I say that a 
ouick vi,&orv for Hitlerislm will bring 
&me to tite U.S.. for we kn1o.w how 
unp&pared we are- for defense, sspe- 
cially in the air! ant,i-aircraft artil- 
lery and meehanmed equipment. The 
President was right when he said 
that cit5es like St. Louis, Kansas City 
and Omalha are on’lv 2% hours from 
Tampico, Mexico, hy air. We also 
kno,w that Fifth Cobumnists are ac- 
tive and closdy organize,d in Mexico, 
thus makin,g an invasion of the U.S. 
a not remote possibility, but. dmoomed 
to failure if we calmly see the issue 
and get prepareId. At the rate melch- 
aniaed fo’rcpls ectn travcl~--about 200 
miles per davdt’s nl,ain that columns 
af ag&resso& could be well in the 
country in about a week, thereby 
splitt(ing th,e country and preparing 
the way for the enslavement of our 
people. Such elments should be 
fought with cvorytbing we ha=, but 
let’s not fall victims to shrewd con- 
spirators who are slick enough to use 
patr%otism as a co,ver for attacks on 
labor, freedom of thought, and our 
liberties in general. I nive ms com- 
plete sufppori to th,e Pr&dent% plea 
for preparednees. We sho’uld have 
begun long ,aga, when we put billions 
of d’ollars into “&fense,” but without 
many benefits as a result of such ex- 
penditures. However, nothing is to 
be gain,ed by hashing th,at over again. 
We must make a new start, and wz 
must do the job now. Munichimn, as 
a state o,f mind, ha,s done us harm. 
We are, fortunately, beginning to 
threw off that stupid blindness to 
reality. The situation is grave for 
every civilized, free, democratic coun- 
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Itry. If Hitlerism triumphs,, the Nazi 
‘butiher will be able, to cvrlLro1 the 
Atlantic, with the Japanese aggres- 
sors th’reatening us in the Pacif% 
Betwejen the two we might be crush- 
ed. And that, I in&t, isn’t an alt- 
tempt to alarm. I’m looking at the 
situation cooly and calmly. We are 
in jeopardy. We can b,e attalcked by 
sea and by air, if we fail to rearm 
rapiclly. And if it comes in the near 
fiutnre, while we@ stZ1 unprepared, 
it’s likely we’ll bs overcome suddenly, 
our we&h taken from us; our insti- 
tutions des%royed, and our economic 
facilities controll,ed by the world’s 
small but powerful group of a(ggres- 
sotrs and expLoitem. Imagine fo,r a 
moment wh.we w@‘rl hn if the Japa- 
nese were to atta’ck us in the Pacific 
while Hitler got a&er us with the 
calp’tured British and Fren’ch navies. 
If necessarv. I favor tPo,ine so far as 
to meeting” ihthe Japanese-issue now, 
whi’le there’s time, for we should have 
no ilIusions ab’out the intentions of 
Japanese Fascis;ts. What they did in 
China they stand rdady to do in the 
PhilliDpines. the Dutch East Indies, 
and -&her’ sections, including the 
Unit,e’d States. If we were to fafce the 
naval issue now-even to the extent 
of se@king out fihe Jn.pnneweB navy and 
engaging it-we would be writing an 
insuran,ce policy on OUT own future. 
Meanwhile, let’s b’e s!ure to build the 
50,000 war plianes the President called 
for, and khen go beyond that figure, 
for there seems every reason to be- 
lievo t,hat Hi&r is ~lr&rly prodm$ng 
that many airplanes annually. If we 
arm on an adequa,te soale to,day we’ll 
pbce oursdves in a position not only 
tie ward off any comibin,ation of ag- 
gressors but will be al& to use our 
sumerb economic and financial oower 
to* influ,enoe t,he world’s future; and 
for the good of all conjcerned. If a 
third term fior Roosevelt, is necessary 
to achieve the ends discuswed above, 
then by all means let’s elect F. D. R. 
again. He knows more about our sit- 
uation t;han any man in ths country. 
H8’8 al&+, intelligent and resource- 
ful. The aountrlv can depend on his 
good judgment. We sho&ln% let an 
un5m,notiant traditioa s&and in the 
way,es.p&ially when we look over t.he 
halfqints who are contesting for the 
presidency. Imagine what our gitua- 
*ion would b if a Boy Scent like 
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Dewey were to get into th& White 
I-Ious%-a political freshman who &ill 
rdpeats the no’nsense a,b80uit the de- 
fen.se offered US by our t;wo oceans, 
that we should “mind our own busi- 
ness” (while Hitler goes about his), 
that we should stay at home (while 
Hitler gets ready to make us a call), 
that we should romembcrr this isn’t 
our war (whi#ch we’ll a11 agree to, for 
&he record plainly shows it’s Hitler’s 
war.) No matIter ho!* great a vic- 
tory Hitler wins in Europe it’s pos- 
sible he’ll be weakenebd after he as- 
sert& his wiB over .therc+-economical- 
ly and financiallv-thus riving us 
oiear sailing to “spread &m&racy 
from this last democratic power. In 
the end the U.,S. colulti rmake the 
world, us,ing its economic power to 
bless, humaniitv inlstemad o# cursinip it. 
as bhe Fascisi aggrestsore are d&g: 
I?ut all opportunities wil1 disappear 
overnight if we fail to prepare 
against every eventuality. We have 
a-right to do-business wiih the world. 
If Hitlerism stands in dhe way, we 
should destroy it. We have a rilghght to 
defend our libertlies and our democ- 
racy. If IIitler stands in the way. we 
should destroy him and the s&&em 
he stands for. Th’e entire. Western 
HamisDhere (intol;uding Greenland) 
shrould be protected by our govern- 
ment. We should strike at the first 
sign of a&ion againsit our own or 
anv other countrv in the Americas. 
And while we’re ketting ready for all 
this. let’s hunt out Che Fifth Cal- 
urn&%% DUIZ their t.e&h and clip 
their nails-but let’s nlot bs defia&d 
by Wall Stree’hers who?d like to’ use 
the internlational situation as a &ak 
for an attmk on labor. on ~mezes- 
sive ?deas, and on nece&ary -an$ en- 
lightened social reform. To rmeat, 
while the situation is serious th; in- 
telligent attitude is on.e of calm and 
realis% consideration of the facts. 
snd not, in CoZ. Char& A. Lin& 
bergh’s wise words, “hssterical ch,at- 
tea-of calamity and invasion.” We 
need, as he says, a definite policy of 
def.ensle, a question whilch we mu& 
leave to the ex&r&, amonp: whom 
Lindbergh holds that the defense. of 
the U.S. must depend on m’utual aid 
among all the countries of t4he two 
Americass. That sounds sensible, for 
we certain.ly ..wouldn’t feel s@e If we 
rdied only on a long string OB air- 
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ports along the 6 ‘anadian and Mexi- 
can borders. By cooperating, all the 
American repubbcs can make their 
air facilities avail,able to the hemi- 
sphere’s needs instead of their own 
limited ends. Thus., it seems plain, 
we will be layinig the foundat,ion of 
success under our plane building ‘pro- 
gram. It isn’t enough to build 60,000 
or 100,000 planes, They must be 
made and distributed to a plan, and 
here we must take into ocunsideration 
the needs of ;ur;ntig hemimhere. 

Why have all those neutrals waited to 
be picked off one by one when by com- 
bining they could have fought ba,ck 
better and stood a ‘chance of saving 
themselves? 

The main reason is blind hope in a 
miracle. Th.at is to say, the hope 
that t.heir number won’t be called, the 
hope that the aggressor will stop 
short of their own country. Indead 
of saving them, this blind and fatu- 
ous policy has enabled Hitler to 
march from one vilctory to another. 
I remember an excellent cart,oon by 
my favorite calrtoonistMr. Low- 
showing three men huddled in the 
bow of a boat. A hole in the &torn 
is sinking th,e boat despite the fact 
that the men balck tbore are bailing 
frantically. One jackass up front 
says : “Phew! That’s a nasty leak. 
Thank goodness, it’s not at our end 
of the boat!” 

6 * +I+ 
I recognize the danger from Fifth Col- 
umnfsts in 

B 
his country, but it seems 

to me we ar going to have to sacriilce 
our civil lilbertiee i,n order to su,ppress 
them. 

I don’t see your point at all. Fifth 
Ciolumnists aren’t anything new, by 
any means. We had plenty of them 
during the Civil War, when Southern 
sympalthiaers, in various ways, work- 
ed to undermine Unioa morale, espe- 
cially amon,g civilians. President 
Abraham Lincoln recognizeId the evil 
and attacked it vigorously, ordering 
the arrest of the Ciopperheads. He 
acted under power,s granted by the 
Constitubion, and even though many 
inteennl enemies werg arrested and 
held in concentration camps, our civil 
liberties weren’t damaged. Of course, 
Lincoln was accused of being a tyrant 
and seeking to, destroy the Bill of 
Rights, but he went ri,ght ahead 
scotching Copperheads right and left. 

He wag, right. The country was 
saved. And we didn’t Ease our civil 
rights. We have every right, under 
the Constitution, to crush treason. Of 
course, no one expects all our li8berties 
to remain untouched if we get into 
war, but. our record shows that the 
Constitution survived past wars, and 
it’s a safe assunrptio’n that future 
wars will see the salme outcome, It’s 
better to suffer a temporary curtail- 
ment of our liberties while we go 
about the jamb of destroying thosle de- 
merits that seek our colmplete enslave- 
ment. 

I enclose a clipping of one of Boake 
Carter’s syndicated columns, from which 
I quote a few sentences and on which 
I request your comment: “These same 
emotionalists have forgotten that it was 
only because of a world war, set in 
flame by Napoleon, that the United 
States was able to gain its own inde- 
pendence. Had not England been wholly 
concerne’d with whipping Nepolean, his- 
torians have long doubted the United 
States could have thrown off the yoke. 
As a matter of fact, at that time our 
American ancestors, whom we revere 
every Fourth of July, sought and ob- 
tained the help of Napoleon in their 
struggle for freedom.” 

I’ve long given up the job of trail- 
ing Boake Carter’s historical inac- 
curalcies8. You’ll find several of his 
howlers discussed in my volumes of 
questions a#nd ansiwers. They prove 
Boake C’arter to be an ignoramus who 
knows less about Ameri’can history 
thian does the average boy in grade 
school. The absove quot,at.ion about 
Napuleon’s help to us during the 
Revolutionary War can best be un- 
derstood by noting the f.afct that Na- 
poleon, in 1776. was seven years old. 

* * +& 
Do you believe that Germany aims to 
conquer the world? 

It wouldn’t be accurate to say th’at 
Germany wants to conquer the world. 
Germany itself is a conquered cosun- 
try. It’s Hitler who wants to con- 
quer the world. There’s a difference. 
Germany hasn’t any tnore to say 
about its fut,ure than have little 
Denmark and unhappy Poland. In 
addition to, the usle of limitless, ruth- 
less militasiam, Hitler relies on the 
strategy of the Trojan Horse or, as 
we call it today, th’e Fifth Col,umn. 
The world had ample warnings from 
HitIer’s own .book, $0 far as his mill- 
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tary aims are concerned, and wit,h re- 
gard to the Fifth Column. let’s re- 
E&l1 that even this tactic was expo,sed 
by Herman Rauschning, in “The Voice 
of Destrndion.” n,uMis,hed l’ast year. 
6f course, Rauschning, who was a 
Hitlsrit,e before he realized that the 
leader of t.he Nazis has destructive 
designs’on all civilization, Quotes Hit- 
ler’s eonverslations, but where many 
were skeptical last year, now we 
know from history that Rauschning’s 
quotations were ‘Lrue expressions of 
the butcher’s intentions. Here’s what 
Hitler told the author would be the 
strategy in conquering foreign coun- 
tries from within while his airplanes, 
tanks and other engines of destruc- 
tion work from without: 

When I wane war . . . in the 
mi,dst of peace, troops will suddenly 
appear, let us say, in Pa&. They 
will wear French uniforms. They 
will march through the streets in 
broad daylight. . . . The confusion 
will be beyond belief. But I shall 
long have had relations with the men 
who will form a new government- 
a government to suit me. We shall 
find such men, we shall find them 
in every country. We shall not need 
to bribe them. They will come of 
their own accord. Ambi,tion and de- 
lusion, party squabbles and self- 
seeking nrr~~ganoe will drive them. 
Peace will be negotiated before the 
war has begun. I promise you, 
gentlemen, that the impossible 18 
always successful. The most un- 
likely thing is the surest. We shall 
have enough volunteers, men like 
our S. A., trustworthy and ready 
for any sacrifice. We shall send 
them across the border in Peace- 
time. Today you don’t believe me. 
. . . But I will accomplish it, move 
Iry ‘INwe. . . . Our strategy is to de- 
stroy the enemy from within, to 
conquer him through himself. 

To many Americans, the above 
sounded fantastic last year; today 
it’s deliberate routin.e. ,In tlhe same 
book we find &at Hitler doesn’t in- 
tend to neglect the Unitted States. We 
too are to be “liberalted” and “pro- 
tected.” According to Rauschning, 
Hitler sAl that “National S~ncialisfm 
al’one is destined t,o liberat,e the 
Amelrican pmple from their ruling 
clique and give thebm back the means 
of becoming a great. nation,‘, and 
thalt there are “strain,s” in the U.S. 
which are “an assurance that the 

A Lord Chancellor of England once 
wrote ahat “good-will , , . is nothing 
more than t,he probalbility that the 
old customer will resort to the old 
place.” That isn’t at a’11 bad, for it 
carries the germ of my thought-that 
a whole lot that goes by the PancY 
name of good-will is nothing more 
than confidence in the public’s lazi- 
ness. The more I study business 
problems it seems clearer t,o me that 
god-will, stripped down to plain 
words, is aln unnamed sickness with 
whi’ch the nubli’c is afflicted. It IS 
composed, among other things, of 
habit, inertia, and fear of contact 
with strangers, whisch cause8 t.he vic- 
tim to sit at the same greasy spoon 

sound elements of the United States 
wiI1 one day awaken as they have 
awakened in Germany.” This sounds 
wild, but didn’t the quoted paragraph 
about t’he German Trojan Horse tat- 
tic sound insanely impo8sslible last 
year? Hitler began 6y enslaving 
Germany; he aims to round out his 
career by ensl’aving the world. This 
is a comld, plain fact. And we’ll fall 
into his mouth like a rich, ripe plum 
if we don’t shake ourselves out of our 
stupid ieuolationisrq and get wise tb 
what’s going on. Fortunately, there 
are many signs that the people of the 
US. are beginning to learn the score. 
I don’t think it’s t.oo late to make 
America strong. 

4 4 4 
In reports of voting in the U.S. Cnn- 
gress one frequently reads about “pair- 
ing,,, which I wish you would explain. 

L&s supposle a member of the 
House or Sen(ate wa,nts to absent him- 
self from a meeting. That will mean, 
of course, that be won’t be aible to 
vote on some important measure. Re 
may request, a member of the opposite 
oartv to refrain from votina on the 
me’aiure he hi~mself doesn’t &end to 
vote on. This, which is called ‘“pair- 
ing,” means the result of the -vote 
won’t be affected. 

4 4 4 
Whi.le exploring your volumes of ques- 
tions and answers I cam’e on your piece 
explaining what the U.S. Supreme Court 
said about the legal meani’ng of “good- 
will.,’ In a later volume you quote a 
letter from a California reader, Mr. 
Wsddy, an accountant, who differs from 
your concept of good-will. You never, 
so far as I can recall, answered his 
strictures. How come? 
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lunch counter” day after day rather 
than go next door and enjoy superior 
flare in cowfort. at 1~s coat. This de- 
sWiption won’t appeal to aacount- 
ants. I grant YOU. because they hold 
tena&ou&y to -the notion that- good- 
will is som’ething both LLmaterial” and 
“intangibble,” that it’s a compound of 
reality and sroirituality. and that it 
cau b; meas&d in do&a and ccnt.6. 
But I still stick to the theory of the 
greasy spoon lunch counter. Good- 
will, in short, is mosti bunk. 

*a+$ 
What do you think of the Freudian idea 
that slips of the tongue expose our 
secret thoughts? 

ThereTs every reason toDylietT tf 
idea carries validity. . 
Brill’s book. “Foundations of Ps’ cho: 
Analysis,” gives a little story o il- P 
lustrate how, in the words of Isaac 
Goldiberg, “Every little lapse has a’ 
meaning all its own.” A dignified 
gentleman had been listening to the 
playing of a diflicult piece by a talent- 
ed musician. Unfortunately, while 
listening, he [had been seized by a 
powerful desire to void his bladder. 
IIt was, under the circumstances, im- 
passSble. The plamr concluded her 
solo, and the gentleman, feeling that 
he must say samething to compliment 
her, intended to remark, “That is a 
very difficult piece to play.” What he 
,actually said, however, wals what he 
was actua.lIy thinking: “This is a 
very difficult place to pee.” Isaac 
Goldberg, in“commenting on this in- 
cident, says the humor o’f the situa- 
tion i’s double, because “it represents 
dignity tricked into saying something 
undigni~fied; it its, as I have said, an 
exposure.” In addiCon, the word-play 
itself is neat“= neat, indeed,” saps 
‘Goldberg, “that its wit trieked the 
speaker into unmasking his true 

-., ‘\ thought.” The sentences I’ve just 
quoted are taken from Goldberg’s 
amusing and inf’ormative book, “What 
You Laugh At-And Why,” one of 
the best. studies of humor over writ- 
ten, not barring even Max Eastman’s 

‘$2. excellent book, “The Enjoyment of 
Laughter.” The Goldberg volume is 

i.* crammed with hundreds of specimens 
1.. of wit and humor. He, like Eastman, 

.&?%?. TQprints a joke that Freud quoltes 
, .;:, r” from. Heine : “An unhappy man was 

:.‘-’ &b&e& by a friend tb take a wife, ,,, 
and hi$ reply was, ‘Whose?“’ These 

magnificent high!brow’s get into quite 
a stew about this and other jokes, 
whbch I prefer to pass over. Let me 
lift another joke which all get into 
quite a dither about, as follows: An 
Italian is being questioned by a 
judge. The judge is asking him 
whether he believes in polygamy, and 
the poor Italian is floored by the big 
word. Tha judge (who is passing on 
the Italian’s appli’cation for citizen- 
shi~p) then tries to put the question 
in more falmiliar terms. “What do 
you think,” he asks, “of the i’dea of 
having two or three; or perhaps four 
wives?” Thi,s time the Italian under- 
stands. “I tink pretty good, J’udge. 
What dso you tink?” It doesn’t need 
many pages of $4 words to convincce 
me this story i,a funny. It reminds 
me of another story I told my readers 
recently, which I’li retell even though 
it’s availaible in one of my volumes of 
questions and answers. -It’s. the one 
a!bout the Greek who was in a San 
Francisco court for getting drunk 
and tbecoming violent. When he mid, 
“Me spick bad Engleece, Judge, but 
I pay f,or mirror,” the Judge an- 
nounced : “Good! Thi#s is Christmas 
ev0, 00 I’ll let you o#. PeaIce to yqu, 
my good man.” Turning to his law- 
yer, the Greek asked: “What the 
Judge say? He no sound 380 good.” 
The lawyer replied: “He said peace 
to you.” Running to the door, the 
Greek yelled : “Peece on you, too, 

J,udge.” There’s a laugh there, as 
there’s a laugh in the one &out the 
Italian. And we can’t have too many 
laugh’s in these awful t-imes. We have 
a right to something thal will enable 
us to escaDe some of the h’orrors 
torturing hmmanity. Some people get 
their escape through alcohol. Others 
turn to chess. b Sex serves many. A 
laugh is as go;d g an&y. 

What’s meant when we say a movie 
actor has “gone Hollywood”? 

The late Elibe& Hubbard, who 
never saw Hollywand, soinetimes 
comes to mind when I think of the 
screwballs in’ the movie city who’ve 
“gone Hollywo’od.” He “went, Holly- 
wood" as soon as he began to altract 
attention as a writer, for he favored 
1on:g hair, five-gallon senatorial ha@, 
flowing Windsor ties direct from 
Paris’s Latii Q,uarter, and a number 
orf other emccentrieities tihhit don’t come 
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to mind at the moment. The Scotch publically denounced by the aspirant. 
comedian, Harry I,ander, who once That, I predict, will be when Voltaire’r 
appeared in the same vaudeville show postulate is translated into reality, fig- 

with Hubbard for 10 weeks, descrilbed uratfvely if not literallyg “. . . when 

him perfectly: the last king is ‘hanged with the entrails “Hubbard’s different of the laBt priest ,, 
from the rest of us because he always 
wears his make-up atway from the READER 

theater.” That’s “gone Hollywood,” * * 4+ 

n,o matter where you hang your hat. 
How do you lik’e Elliot Roosevelt’s 
sneeches? 

Editor: Apropos the apparently grow 
ing suicess of Catholic Action, I might 
mention the scandal In jlhe Sl. Luuia 
school board, echoes of which have 
doubtless reached Girard. The real low 
down is hard to get at, especially for 
one with a limited acquaintance. Bvery- 
one knows, of course, that practically 
every member of thils body was at some 
time or other in ‘his! term of office 
smeared with some of the muck of 
numerous shady transactions. But the 
significant things: their life back- 
grounds; where they were born and 
educated; what organizatlons, Sncludlng 
churches, they now belong to, etc., are 
almost entirely glossed over by our 
newspapers. From private sources I 
learn that some of them are staunch 
Catholics and I suspect that most of 
the rest are, also. Be that as it may, 
however, the fact that any Catholic 
should be on any public school board 
is to me prima facie evidence of inten- 
tion to sabotage the system. For what 
other reason could they be there? They 
are exhorted to refuse to support the 
schools and their children are forbid- 
den to attend them. Having gotten on 
the board, subservient as we know them 
to be to a hostile-even if sauve-alien 
authority and acfuated as they are by 
a shabby, medieval moral code (P‘go 
thou, and sin no more”-every Satur- 
dav ninhtl what more can be exaected 
than that such people should become 
involved in deals that wouEd bring the 
whole system into disgrace? In a small 
burg nearby a few years ago an illiter- 
ate Catholic huckster who says, @Ain’t 
got no,” and, “he ought of went,” was 
def’eated in his race for a place on its 
school board. Now, was it his idea to 
run for that job? By devious means he, 
may have been convinced that it was- 
for the reason that his large acquaint- 
ance in the community made him the 
most likely person whom Catholic AC- 
tion could advance. Some of his Cath- 
olic neighbors, little realizing the ex- 
tent to which hid,den strings actuated 
even them, ran their legs off in his be- 
half. No Catholic, I insist, should ever 
be voted into an administrative post 
,in o,ur school system until this noxious 
assertion af authority concerning edu 
cation is rescinded by the Vatican and 

I’m always bug-eyed after reading 
the vaporings of that jalckass. It’s 
hard to believe that F. D. R. and the 
grea’t Eleanor co’uld have bro’ught 
such a damned fool into the world. 
The neatest critidsm I’ve read of 
E’lljiott’s verbal wind-ibreaking was 

expressed by his mother, Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt: “I haven’t heard Ellioitt’r 
spee’ches, but if he has been eorrect- 
ly quoted, he’s much younger than I 
thought him,” 

Editor; There have prubably been 
many abler observers than I of the 
habits of dogs but that question of one 
of your readers as to why a dog 
scratches the earth after urinating leads 
me to remark that I’ve never observed 
such an act. After defecation, yes; al- 
most invariably. The reason for this 
aot-and th_elr habit, too, of wetting 
against postIs, frees, etc.-must no doubt 
be sought in some utilitarian aspect 
thereof in remote antiquity and prior 
to association with man. For I seem to 
remenrber reading sosmewhere in one of 
Seton’s books that the -wolves of the 
Western Canadian plains also “leave 
their sign” on occasional posts, stumps 
and rocks and, furthermore, BO easily 
are ancient racial reminiscences stirred 
in closely relatesd species that not only 
do other wolves sniff for the latest 
“news” at these exchange-centers, but 
the settler’s dogs respond thereto also. 
Considering that the lives of these ani- 
mals are dependant on their prowess 
as hfunters, it is not diffcult to imagine 
how this habit could be distinctly ttse- 
ful and how it could therefore become 
a strongly fixed hereditery character- 
istic which would disappear hut slowly, a 

or not at all, under domestication. 
(That is unless deliberate artificial 
selection with the purpose of eradica- 
tion were practiced over generations.) 
If, then, some earth-scratching occasion- 
ally follows this more general #‘pub- 
lication of news” perhaps it’s by way 
of elaboration thereon. Concerning the 
vigorous clawings that usually follow 
defecation, could that not be one of the 
many manifestations of a sense of 
cleanliness seen in numerous species 
from the fly to man? Of course, 1’11 
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admit that the dog-doglike-usually 
does a rather crude job but if, some- 
times, you want to see the Lrlck dune 
really meticulously, watch that much 
more fastidious animal, the cat. I don’t 
know how the wolves behave, but if 
they are no more competent than the 
dog it may mean only that this hygienic 
detail has never been of much import- 
ance to them from the standpoint of 
race-preservation-or that in these 
ages it is of less importance than earli- 
er and therefore in gradual process of 
abandonment. Or, again, it may be only 
in, its awkward beginnings. Would that 
we had the gift of, direct vision into 
the aeons of the past; much that is of 
even gre#ater moment than this might 
come of it! Considering, though, how 
dogs will often roll in the excrement of 
other animals or foul themselves with 
carrion, cleanliness may have nothing 
to do with it. But here Darwin warns 
us that in judging such acti’ona we must 
not rely on our own senses and esthetic 
notions: it’s perfectly obvious,. for in- 
stance, that there is considerable varia- 
tion between individuals among us as 
to the desirability of various scents; 
how sheer a presumption it is, then, 
for us to attempt to judge what a dog’s 
preferences may mean to him. In de- 
liberately acquiring these (to us) nox- 
ious odors he may suite j,ustifiably be 
inilating his ego with the rosiest of 
visions of their ‘happy effect on some 
of his fellorws. 
Maplewood, MO. C. A. LANG 

* *?r 4+ 
Can you tell me what goes into deodor- 
ants which are sold for use on the body 
including the armpits? 

Dr. Logan Clendening, who writes 
the best healrth column, says they’re 
all just the same, containing simple 
ingredients. The bas#e, he holds, is 
uslually zinc oxide, sometimes wtih the 
addition of fat and benzolc acid. 

* * +I+ 
Which animal is u,sed most in animal 
experimentation? 

Rats, head the list. This makes it 
difficult, for senbimental anti-vivisec- 
tionists, for nobody sheds any tears 
when told about experiments per- 
hrrr~ed cm rats, not even the oppo- 
nents of vivi’se&on for scientific pur- 
poses. One scienkist wr’ites that when 
he has to wrangle wi6h anti-vivisec- 
tionislts he usually #a&s: “Do you 
tbink that a hundred miaMIon rats is 
too high a price to pay for a diseov- 
ery which will lead to a cure for oan- 
eer?” That usually s.ilences them, for 
even ardent anti-vivis,ectionists don’t 

throw a fit. when told that rats have 
been cut down in life’s young morning 
in order to advance scientittc re- 
search. One reason why rata are so 
potpubar v$th scientists is because it 
costs so rttle to keep them-hardly 
more than 50~ per year--u;hile a rab- 
bit costs five times as much. A dog’s 
upkeep is about $15 per year. An- 
ot(her reason is becaus.e rats malt’ure 
so fast and mul,tiply with amazing 
rapidity. A baby rat is weaned in 
about three weeks. By the time the 
creature is six weeks old it can be a 
father or a mother. They usually 
have large litters, while guinea pigs 
come o’nly one or two at a time. It 
was Sir F. Gowland Hopkins’ work 
on rats that led to the discovery of 
vitimins, but here there arc limita- 
tions, be’cause, as reported by Dr. M. 
H. Friedman, senior physlologi,st in 
the division of nutrition of physiol- 
ogy of the Bureau of Dairy Industry, 
“if we had to depend upon the rat 
as the sole experimental ‘animal, vita- 
min C would not have been discover- 
ed,” The reason he’re is’ th:at th,e rat 
doesn’t miss vitamlin C in his diet 
‘(because ha is immune to scurvy. 
Though he does not thrive on a pel- 
l,agra-producing diet, he fails to de- 
velop typical pellagra.” The r&s re- 
ferred t’o nibovc are whtic rats. 

Why don’t you print some of Abraham 
Lincoln’s off-color stories? 

We hear a lot about them, but it’s 
hard to get samples. I know scores . 
of LintcoIn stories, but the “dirty” 
ones manage to stay put. Carl Sland- 
burg, who knows more about Linlcoln 
than any other man in the world, 
hasn’t circulated any, so far as I 
know. If he has any, he keeps them 
to himself, perhaps out of fear of 
offending the good people. Here’s one 
Lincoln story that shows the Illinois 
lawyer wasn’t afraid to tell a yarn 
that pious Christians might comider 
in bad taste, but which, for all th,at, A 
is a good tale, having Lhat preuious 
quality, chara&er. A,ccording to 
Sandburg, Lincoln told about a bal- 
lnmisk who went up in New Orleans, . 
sailed for h,ours, and drolpped his 
paralchute 0ver.a cotton field. A gang 
of Negroes picking cotton saw a man 
come down from the- sky in blue silk, ’ 
in silver spangles, wearing golden 
slippers. They ran-all but one Old- 
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timer who had the rheumatiz and 
couldn’t get awav. He waited till the 
ballooni& hit the ground and waiked 
toward him. Then he mum’bled: 
“Hlowdy, Massa Jesus. How’s yo’ 
P,a??” . . . Many Lincoln s’tories came 
right out of Joe MiilJer’s joke-boo’k, 
w&b means he told numerous stmies 
that weren’t funny, for I’ve studied 
those ancient saws and can say there 
aren’t more than a half dozen good 
ones in the entire colleotion. His best 
“clean” parns came from the lift he 
knew. For example, tibe story about 
the long-legged boy who got too fa- 
maliar with a farmer’s daugihter. The 
angry father wenti after the lad with 
a shotgun, so the boy jumped through 
a window and ran aerocs tihe cabbage 
patch, where he scared up a r&bit. 
In about two leaps (Ias Sandlburg re- 
peats the anecdote) the boy caught 
up with the rabbit, kicked it high in 
the air, and yelled: “Gi,t out of the 
road and let someb’ody run tiat knolws 
how.” . . *. Another home-grown yarn 
band here apain mv source is Siand- 

6urg’s second volum”e of “The Prairie 
Years”) describes a bov showinn his 
home’s. fine points to “a prosp&tive 
buyer. The man whispered to the boy, 
“Look here, boy, hain% that horse got 
the splints?” The boy answered, 
“Mister. I don’t know what the 
splints is, but if it’s good for him, he’s 
go4 it; if it ain’t good for him, he 
ain’t got it.” . . . Lincoln onlcs told 
a hotel wa#iter, “Say, if this is coffee, 
then please brin,g me some tea, but rf 
tlhis is tea, please bring me some cof- 
fee.” . . . After tastine ice cream, 
Abe Lincoln said, “Siy, waiter, i 
don’t wan?, to slander this h&l, but 
this here pudding’s froze.” . . . bin- 
coin, speaking of a stri’ct judge, said: 
“He would hang a man for blowing 
his nose in the &set, but he would 
quash the indidmenit if it failed to 
specify whi#ch han,d he blew it with.” 

I remember, when I was a boy, 
hearing my spiritual adviser suggest 
(with a wealth ob illustrations) that 
it was a aolod idea to obev all the 
l~ittle rule< because such “behavior 
lest the door open for breaking the 
big rules.. But, seriously, nothiug’s 
to be gained bv battering one’s head 
avaiosl t.he stonle wall of conv+2ntion. 
J&t smile at-it and go your own way, 
trustinp in the Preat Jehovah that 
you won’t gert ciught. I’ve noticed 
that lots of wise nelonle make a nrac- 
tice of getjting acq;ainted with all 
the rules in the book and then &ing 
th& half-humorous lip-service.” TM< 

reminds me of the man who bought 
a new wooden leg-the latest thing, 
and r&e expennive---no h.n &!&led 
to insure it against loss. theft. and 
fire. The age$ told him he clouid in- 
sure it, against loss and theft, but he 
wasn’t sure ahBout fire. However, he 
would look it ux), Later. after in- 
vestigating, bhe agent to&l hi; he 
rmld innurn it againat fire rrl.sn, as 

the rule book pl,ainly ataited he could 
insure any wooden structure thiat’s 
equ’ipped witlh an overhead sprinkling 
system. . . . Thlere’s a calse of a&uaI- 
Iv making monev bv beinE a stickler 
l?or the requirements li&ed in the 
book of rules. There’s a serious suc- 
ces,s story here which all ambitious 
men and women should heed. 

* * * 
* * * 

Is there any truth in the popular belief 
that mosquitos prefer human blood? 

Entomolo&ts eo’nnected with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture re- 
jo’r:t. hhhc! not,tinn t.hhnt human blood in 
especitally palatable t,o mosquittos. 
They learned this by examiniing the 
Mo80d found in mosquitos wEwr had 
just gorged themselves, precipibatibn 
tests enabling them to classify the 
source. Of course, only the females 

Which town haa the awelleaL garbage? 

Th?s is gebting into highly con- 
trover’sial territory, so I r3Qse to 
comn& myself. Some * the 
world’s best garjbage is found in 
Beverly Hills, C’alif., which also baa&s 
it’s the “bes+sewered city in Ameri- 
ca.” Other cities which claim the 
swellest garbage:’ Brmkline, Mass., 
Bunlingame, Calif., and Miami, Fla. 
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were used, because they are the only 
ones thaft bite. It, was fomund that man 
rates a little ahead of ahickens. The 
mosquizto isn’t give?l to cholos’iness, it 
was found. If  only hu,mlans are avail- 
able, m.isqultos will sup on them, but 
they go more readily after horses and 
cattle. Pigs also are popular. Dogs 
are a’cceptable, but aren% consi’dered 
especia#lly appetizinlg. 

How do you react to these thousands 
of silly,. little formalmities and rules 
that afflict civilized people? As for 
myself, th’ey get mighty irksome. 



116 

Such a debaite should be settled by 
laboratory m&hods. Let samples be 
taken at random in each community 
for examination by competent. and 
impart&l judges. This is a scientific 
age. 

A temperance lecturer, demonstrating 
the evils of strong drink, put a worm in 
a rrlaaa of water, where it swam around 
happily, hut when he removed that 
worm and dropped it into a glass of 
whisky, it sank to the bottom and died. 
Can yuu’ tell me what this demmmtra- 
tion proves? 

It’s a Iesson we shouId take to 
heart, for here’s scientific evidence 
that if you drink whisky you’ll never 
have worms. 

During the recent Russian-Finnish war 
many pictures were taken of dead 
soldiers who had frozen to death in 
fantastic positions, with arms or legs 
frequently upraised. In some cases the 
frozen Red’s were standing upright. Is 
it reasonable to believe that it’s pos- 
sible for a uerson to be frozen as stiff 
as a rail in-the act of ainrlng a gun or 
throwing a grenade? 

The Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Associutiun anwwers that “cold 
alsone cannot freeze a person stiff, but 
that exhaasted soldiers who are sud- 
denly infli~&d with a mo,rtal wound 
may be aff~ected by an instantaneous 
aadaveric rigi,dity. Even this spasm- 
oaused stiffness won’t hold up an un- 
supported body, however, and when 
rigid soldiers are found in upright 
positions, they are usually supported 
by some naardhy object.” 

Maybe you’d care to spill a f’ew precious 
words of comment on the enclosed clip- 
ping from a Canadian newspaper. 

With pleasure. The press report 
tells about the feast of St. Blasius 
being celebrated in the Ua%bolic 
churches in Toronto, in whisch thou- 
sands of the pure and pious hiad their 
throats blessed as insurance against 
commmz colds. Et wae, says the clip, 
ping, “one of the most ooleurful cere- 
monies of the Catholic Church, con- 
sisting of hol’ding candles, bent some- 
what in the shape of a horseshoe, 
under the &in of ea& worshiper, 
while the priest called on St. EGsius 
to keep the favored one free from 
odds, tonsilitis, adenoifds, and throat 
troubles in general.” A pr#&, fntor- 
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veiwed by the reporter, said: 
“There is no compulsion on a 

Catholic to receive the blessing, and 
there is no guarantee that it will 
safeguard one from col,ds. . . . It is, 
however, a pious custom, evidencing 
the faith of the person blessed, and 
there is no doubt that it is e&x- 
tive.” 

Now, isn’t that t,he .cu-LEV-erest 
answer to anv stinky-puss’s cynical 
rejoinder? Oniy one $ho pu,ts through 
lona diatan’oe calls to Jehovah could 
say; in the same bra&h, that “there 
is no guarantee” and then sail irito 
the blue ether with the additional 
thought that “ithere is no doubt that 
it is effective.” If its effectiveness is 
assured beyond do&t, why dotes the 
l?ather refralin from issuing signed 
ad sealed gu8aranbccs? That’~ what 
beggars call pl’aying botth si’des of the 
street and what logli8cians call bmeg- 
ging the questioh. The skeptics are 
di’seounted in advance by being told 
there’s no guarantee, while the pious 
sackers who are able to swallow any 
kind of bunk are taught “there is no 
doubt, thlat it is effective.” Up to the 
time this issue we& to pres,s medical 
nnience held to the opinion that ma- 
terialistic scienjce is yet t,o discover 
a cure for the oommon cold, but why 
waste time and m’oney on a search 
when’ prieals can prove there’s no 

doubt it.‘s effective to hIold a candlle 
under the chin and Listen to the 
Driest’s hi&-toned mumbo-jumbo? L 

The other day I came on an editorial 
that appeared in a New York newspa- 
per. I thought you ought to reprint it, 
because it goes into some subjects 
azbout which you’ve written at length, 
according to your volumes o’f questions 
and an&ern <plug). Your readers ought 
to be given a chance to read it. What 
a0 yoJI sag? 

All right. I’ll reprint the outspoken 
edtoria,l which my reader copied from 
a N.Y. newspaper. Here it is: 

The menace of the Roosevelt cam- 
paign does not lie in 6he third term, 
but in the state of mind that could 
desire four more years o,f Roosevelt 
in the White House, four more years 
of personal government, four more 
years of presidential lawlessness, 
four more years of autocratic ruIe, 
four more years of executive con- 
tempt for Congress, courts and 
Conatitntion, four years more of 
centz6lfza@on, four years more of 
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wanton extravagance, oP clenunoia- 
tion and demagogy-in the state of 
mind that wanIts the new national 
aims, that wants a. federal inferfer- 
ence with every form of human in- 
dustry and activity, that wants the 
States strippod of their powers, that 
wants the minority deprived of all 
the safeguards against the tyranny 
of the majorilty, and bureaucracy 
substituted for th,e Bill of Rights. 

But, not 610 fiaist, muh proud beau- 
ties. It isn’h about, F. D. R. at ail. 
It’s about Thelodore Roosevelt, and it 
&speared in the New York Worlcl, 
January 2, 1912. 

* * 9 

*as 44 
I have been deeding steady quantities 
of your writings to a Fundamentalist. I 
ge,t considerable amusement watching 

“It seems to me the reader must be 
shallow who considers Joseph McCabe’s 
writings *pornographic.’ In everything 
of his that I’ve read, I was struck by 
his earnestness and sincerity, his deep 
lsnming. df any author ia free from 
rensationalism, from a desire to write 
‘filth’ for it’s own sake, that author is 
McCabe. He made it his business to ex- 
pose the activities of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, and lf in doing so he was 
obliged to write of matters offensive to 
the superficial and puritanical, that is 
hardly McCabe’s fanlt.! The reader 
might with more reason complain that 
the Catholic hierarchy gave McCa$e the 
opportunity to write of matters which 
ore most unflattering to them.“--Reader. 

son’. of man befalloth the beasts 
. . . as the one dieth, EO dieth the 
other . . . All go unto one place.” 
-Eccl. iii, 19, 20. 

“There is no work, nor :device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, In the 
grave, whither thou goes&“-Eecl. 
ix, 10. 

Mildred T&e calls atbenttin to a 

* * * 
My w,ife’s always beefing beduse I eat 
with my fingers. Am I really a barbar- 
ian? 

passage in the Bible (Mark 9:48) in 
whimch Hell is delscrib’ed as “where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire i’s 
not quenched.” How, isn’t that silly? 
You are asked to believe in a per- 
petual fire and an immoreal worm. As 
Miss Tlate a;sks, “How can a decent 
man worship an’ Eternal Torturer?” 
I f  the Fundamentalist my rea#der is 
working on can be induced to read 
the hunclreds of atiti~cles on Free- 
thought seatiered throughout my 19 
VQ~U~PS of questions and answers he 
will find practically all arguments in 
support of religion answered logical- 
ly and simply. I have given special 
attent*ion to supernaturalism and be- 
lieve I’ve es(tablished a convincing 
case againist i.ts aocepyance. I have 
beard of numerous imtancess of Fun- 
damentaksits beooming Freethinkers 
after studying the material just men- 
t,inned. - 

his r’eactions. His main worry now is 
that he’d be sure to go to Hell if he Tel’1 the old woman I said if food 
surrendered his superstitions. How isn’t clean eeough to pick up with 

1 

would you handle such a east? vour finger s, i,t isn_‘t fit to eat. * 

When I was a boy I remember a 
one-a& curtain raiser (except thk 
little play was put on after the main 

Is there any s$enti& a:thority for the 

drama) in which a British soldier 
comes b,ack to civilizati(on after hav- 

statement that human beings have been 

ing lived for years as an animal. It 
was called “The Man Who Was,” and, 

reared with lower animals, especiallY 

if memory i,sn% stabbing me in the 

apes? 

rumn, it wa.s Rudyard Kipling. At 
the time, I made inquiries ait the 
Philadelphia public library and learn- 
ed that there was no authority for 
the belief that hum!ans had been rear- 
ed by ,apes. In the case of the szeg 
character just mentioned, 
wasnt anyithinp impossible about the 
situation, because he had b’een corn- 

versial su;bjeet it’s my job to putt it 

I’m not good at “handling” Funda- 
mentalists. I usuaky follow the simple 

into pri,nk and not waste breath on in- 
dividuals. H’owever, the individual 
my reader is working on could be told 

policy of nvdding argW7nent.s. I f  I 

noC to worry about He11 because his 
_I 

have anyrthing to say on a con&o- 

own sa~cred, holy B&le says there’s 
no life after death. This will knock 
him for a whirl, but you can produce 
the passages, if challenged. Here 

. tlhey are: 
“The dead know not anything, 

neither have they any more a re- 
ward “-Eccl ix ti’ 

“As the cloud is consumed and 
vanisheth away: so he that goeth 
down to the grave shall come up no 
more.“~oh vii 9. 

“For that which befalloth the 
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pelled to live without civilized people, 
had beoome a savage, had learned, 
through neceslsity, to live like an ani- 
mal, to the extent that he crawled like 
a dog and couldn’t remember a word 
of his language wlhen first he ap- 
peared among his rescuers. But, in 
less than a couple of hours, he not 
onlv regained knowledge of his form- 
er env&onment but r.&alled enough 
of his English to cry, ,f#or a tag line, 
“Cod save the queen,” or something 
equally patriotic. S’ince then, I never 
came on an authentic case osf a child 
being raised by lower animals, a con- 
dition that didn’t apply to the h’ero 
in the Kipling story. Bu,t there’s a 
case now that’s somewhat authentic, 
according to the magazine Soionco, in 
whi’oh we’re told that Dr. J#ohn P. 
Foley, Jr., of George’ Wlashingrton 
Univer’sity, olbtained material for an 
artide on evidence o’btained through 
Dr. Raymond A. Dart, Professor of 
Anaitomv. Univerdtv of W’itwaters- 
rand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
We learn from this arlticle that a na- 
tive Sout,h African boy alctually was 
nurtured by baboons ansd even be- 
haved like a baboon until taken in 
hand by white banters. The b,oy was 
captured in -1903 by two mem,bers of 
the Cape Mounted Police, according 
to documents delivered by Profes&r 
Dart to Dr. F,oley. The hunters ca’me 
on a troop of b8aboon1s playing in a 
jungle clearing in a remote section 
of the S80utih East Cane. After firing, 

as the baboon,s. When they caught 
the laggard they found him to be a 
boy of-b,etween” 12 and 14 years of 
age. Dr. Foley reports: 

“When found the baboon boy 
showed a rather atypical physical 
development, as evidenced by his 
long arms and the abnormal devel- 
opment of his haunches. He jumped 
shnnt, rind shnwed a strong desire 
to walk on all fours. Re mimicked 
like a baboon and exhibited other 
animal-like mannerisms, such as a 
constant jerking and nndding of t,he 
head, the scratching of parts of his 
bo,dy with ;;; index finger and a 
peculiar frightened-looking 
grin. He violently objected to being 
washed, and had to be thrashed 
repeatedly for his dirty animal hab- 
its in and about the house. He could 
not apcak, but chattcrcd like an apt. 

&uestiona and Answeril 

He was mischievous and wild and 
‘full of mo’nkey tricks.’ 

‘Although offered the best fare, 
he retairted his old taste in food and 
pr,eferred a meal of raw corn and 
cactus, once consuming a8 many as - 
89 prickly pears. He took no ac- 
count of time. and always had to be 
called to do ‘a particular task. 

“The baboon boy of South Africa 
thus represents an addition to the 
list of reasonably authenticated 
cases of human infants who. have 
grown op under unusual stimula- 
tional circumstances, without access 
to human culture. This appears to 
be the first case of a human child 
adopted and reared by infrahuman 
primates. 

“The baboon boy became a de- 
pendable worke,, was renhr,tnd to 
‘be ‘remarkably intelligent’ and de- 
veloped the use of language, by 
which he was able to relate details 
of his past life among the baboonn.” 

The above, after all, is only rela- 
tivelv convincing evidence. but it 
sounds fairly st&ng. What weakens 
i:t is the fact that the child was 
caught 50 long ago-1903. This 
would make the baboon boy at least 
50 years old, assuming 11~‘s &ill alive. 
While no one shoulsd rejed this case 
as impossible, it would be well to wait 
for a clearer case before claiming 
there’s real evidence of apes having 
nurtured a human child. 

How!d you like Mickey Rooney in 
“Young Tom Edison”? 

I can’t stand Roonev when he turns 
serious and goes in for profound 
acting. This movie brought to mind 
a soft, hanging shwarxtz, so I turned 
my t,houghts in the direction of an- 
other bumper of bock. I prefer ,the 
vulgar Mi’ckey Rooney wh,o mugs and 
clowns like the artists in burlesque 
show business. 

While looking through your catalogue 
I noticed that one title is listed, “Oscar 
Wilde’s ‘Ballad of Reading Jail.” Is 
this a typographical error? 

No. It wars printed that way de- 
ILiberately, with malice aforetho,ught, 
and the same goes for the title-pa.ge 
of the book itself. “Goal” was used in 
the original poem, to designate the 
place where Wilde was imprisone’d in 
Berkshire County, E’ngliand, but as 
it’s pronounced exactly like jail and 
means precisely the same thing, I re- 
jooted the English spelling and in- 
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serted our own excellent and simple 
form, thus saving my readers much 
confusion. Not one American in 100 
knows what “gaol” meanls or how to 
say it. 

4+ 4+ * 
Is whisky a good anti,dote for snake- 
bite? 

*- 

The notion that whisky will coun- 
teract a snake’s venom persists, but it 
has no slcienti8fic support. I’m remind- 
ed of a l’ogger who was, alcoholi~cally- 
speaking, somewhat oversubscribed. 
He was making his way homeward 
through a dense patch o’f brush. Sud- 
denly he heard a rattle at his feet, 
and b’eheld a rattlesnake coiled and 
ready to strike. The logger drew him- 
self u,p with dignified solemnity and 
eyed the rept,ile with lefty contempt. 

“Go ahead an’ shtrike,” he said 
s~cornfully. “Never will ye fin’ me 
better prepare$” ~ * 

Is Prof. Albert Einstein a Freethinker? 

During recent ‘years I’ve written at 
le’ast 10 pieces dealing with Einstein’s 
ideas on religion (as may be seen by 
rederring to my volumes of questions 
and an,swers) and the evidence shows 
overwhelmingly that the discoverer 
ojf relativity is a Ratimonalist. Of 
course, the pious bret.hren would like 
to win him over to their side, 80 they 
resort t,o neat intellmectual writhings 
in orsder to make the great scientist 
a’cceptable even to Mrs. Priscilla 
Prissy-Prat.t. Writing in The Liter- 
ary Guide (London), Protonius calls 
attention to “the tactful manner in 
which th.e reviewer of Mr. H. Gordon 
Garbedian’s ‘Albert Einstein,’ in the 
(London) Times Literury Supplement 

deal’s with the great. man’s heresy”: 
Accepting Spinoza’s determinism, 

Einstein associates himself with his 
belief that “our behavior should be 
motivated by the realization that 
#human beings are as subject to the 
inexorable laws of cause and effect 
as are the stars in their courses”; 
and there ia deep Spinnmiam in the 
passage in which Einstein, defining 
his attitude towards religion, ob- 
serves that he “cannot conceive of 

? a God who rewards or punishes his 
creatures or has a will of the type 
of which we are conscious in our- 
selves.” The best comment is per- 
haps to eschew controversy, and, 
consimdering the conversation of 
these two inspired members of an 
ancient race? to repeat Dr. Fosdick’s 

reminder that “He who do&h good 
ia of God.” 
Bishop Beenbebch couldn’t have done 

a better job himself, Protonius adds 
th,e comment that “when th’e time 
comes for you to argue about the 
validity of your passport with St. 
Petter you will find this Fosdickian 
aphorism extreme1 useful.” 

a 4 8 
Did the French composer, Maurice 
Ravel, die insane? 

Yes. In 1932, while in a Paris taxi, 
he was involved in what was thought 
to be a slight accident, in which his 
head was bumped. A few years later 
he lost his powers of co-ordination, a 
condition that may have been caused 
by the t,axi accident. He died in 
December, 193’7, after a brain opera- 
tion. Ravel never th’ought much of 
his over-rated .‘%olero,” having done 
it merely a’s a stunt. He did far finer 
work in his “Da.phnis and Chloe” bal- 
let suite, a Spanish suite, “Mother 
Goose” and same piano pieces. His 
mu& impres,ses me as being an echo 
of Debussy’s incofmparably greater 
achievements. At no time does Ravel 
even approach the greatness o,f De- 
bus.sv’s “Th’e Sea.” 

Did Napoleon say “God is on trhe side 
of the ,bixgest battalions”? 

He may have repeated the sentence, 
but he certainly didn’t originate it. 
Voltaire used it while Napileon was 
only a chil’d. But Voltaire onay quoted 
it from a French writer who lived 
100 years before Napoleon. Nape- 
leon’s version was, “Providence is al- 
ways on the side of the last. reserve.” 
While it’s a good idea to have the 
biggest battalions, it doesn’t f0110~ 
that the bigger f’orce always wins. 
In our own Revolutionary War we 
were almost always heavily outnum- 
bered by the British, and yet look 
what, happened. A smaller force, with 
high morale, can often win a decisive 
battle, if the more numerous enemy’s 
mora1.e is low. Fabian tactigcs-cau- 
tious removal of an intact army- 
have been known to be effective 
throughout. history. The Russians 
used them against Nalpoleon when he 
invaded Russia with vastly superior 
forces, though it’s true, of course, 
that General Winter finished the job 
against Napoleon. Just because an 
army’s big it doesn’t follow it’ll win, 
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There are circumstances to b,e consid- 
ered-morale, leadership, terrain, 
weather, and the like. 

* + 43’ 
W,hich mammal is longest lived? 

Man is the longest-‘lived mamm’al, 
according to Major Stanley S. Flow- 
er, Britimsh zoologist, who has been an 
expert in this fi,eld for many years. 
Writing in fi’auna, Major F’lmower says 
oentenarians ar’e oft:en f80und, and 
cl:ai,ms he has one authentic record of 
a human being reaching the age of 
114 years. Readers of my volumes of 
qu’estions and answers may recall 
that I have discus8sed man’s life-sp’an 
frequently, showing that during the 
past 200 years, during whi>ch the in- 
suranlce compani’es of the world wrote 
hundreds of millions of policies, the 
oldest age reached (by a human being 
is 106 years, alccording to actuaries 
employed by the companies. As I’ve 
shown several times, we olften hear 
of persons, in remote places (where 
record,s aren’t kept with much care) 
reaching sensational ages like I15 or 
even 125 years, but su’ch reports 
can’t be accepted as accurate bmecause 
o’f the diffi,culties encountered in 
checking vital stat&tics. Tlhe claim 
that man% life-span is longest among 
mamm’als will surprise many persons 
whn have ace&d ad true the as- 
sertion that elephants live longer 
than human beings, on the average. 
Major Fl’ower writes he found the 
elephant exceptionally long-lived, but 
1t.s oldest veterans fall a couple of 
years short of the half-century m,ark. 
Ha a.lno records that other long-lived 

_ big animal,s ar,e a rhinocerots that 
lived to be more than 40 and a hip- 
popotamus that reached the age of 
41 years an’d six months. M,ajor 
Flower dismisses as fiction the claim 
that elephants have been known to 
live up to 150 years. 

tales told by heroes because they’re 
usually afflicted with t.h’e itch to 
wander from the -truth. This reminds 
me of the traveler who was telling 
about his exciting exxpenieaces in the 
wilds of Siberia. One night when he 
was 10 miles from his destination,.he 
discovered that his sleigh was bemg 
followed by a pa’ck of wolves. The 
hero : “I fired blindly into the pack, 
k:illing one of the wo’lves. To my re- 
lief, the others stopped to devour hilm, 
and in this way I was able to gain on 
the pack. But they were soon on my 
scent. I fired algain, with the same 
result. I kept on firing until there 
was only one wolf following my 
sleigh, with hungry eyes fixed on me 
in anticipation of the supper he was 
going to make of 211s.” The friend, 
who, had thus far listened t,o the 
thrilling story, interjected a laugh, 
and said: “Why, man, aocording to 
my re,ckoning, that last wo’lf must 
have had all the others inside him.” 
Th’e hero: “W+, come to think of it, 
that last wolf*did+wobtle a bit..” 

Can cancer be caused Fy sex hormone 
ointments that are apphed to the skin? 

Yes, if used indislcriminately and 
withoat the ad’vice of a good doctor. 

* * * 
Where can I redeem currency that has 
been damaged? 

Redelmption Division, U.S. Treas- 
ury, Washington, D.C. 

*+9 
Can you give me the family record of 
the seven brothers who were all a lot 
of bastards? 

If I know the one you mean, it 
goeNs like this.: 

There were seven brothera- 
One brother was a banker, 
The second brother was a thief, 

too. 
The third brosther was a WPA, 
The fourth brother didn’t work 

Can the human body’s heat be used to 
hatch an egg? 

either, 
The fifth brother was an evangel- 

ist, 
Yes. Only recently I read a news 

dispatch from Yugodavia in whisch it 
was reported that a peasant hatched 
a chicken by carrying an egg in one 
of h,is armpits+for$5 dlys. 

When some great hero tells about hia 
adventures (I’ve been reading several 
by famous explorera) how much should 
one accept? 

I don’t pay much attention to the 

The aiath brother plnyed nrm~nrl 
with women, too, 

The seventh brother was a bach- 
elor, 

Just like his father. 
* +I+ + 

fayuetp grapefruit-seed any commercial 

Harry W. von Loesecke and Arthur 
J. Nolte, of the U.S. Citrus Products 
Station, have conducted resear’ch with 
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grapefruit-seed, with promising re- 
sults. It’s expected that the seed will 
soon contribute income to the citrus 
industry. A plani has been erected 
at Wixrter Haven, Fla., in the center 
of the grapefruit belt, where oil is 
being extra#cted from the seed. Crude 
or unrefined grapefru.it-seed oil is 
reddish-rbrown in color, and, when re- 
fined, can be used’in salad dressings. 
The textile industry also will find the 
oil useful. The oil has a bitter taste 
and a pleasin nut-like aroma. 

8 4 4 
Please answer this wire fight away. 1 
am to get married tomorrow to the most 
beaut.ifuI, Iovely, luscious girI in all the 
world, bu!t I aq suffering from a heavy 
cold. What do’ you advise? 

T suggest you marry immediately 
and rush to bed, where you should 
remain for the duration of your cold. 

a 4 4 
In several plaeaa throughout your vol- 
umes of questions and answers YOU 
write critically about the service fees 
charged by banks. Rave you any fig- 
ures’ to show what such collections 
total? 

My newscli;p filing system yields an 
item which covers the b,ank service 
charzes in Kansas durinrz 1939. show- 
ing that the charg,e on &ecks is more 
than the dividends. ElIwood M. 
Brooks, Kansas. Bank Commissioner, 
in his resort. on the service charges 
shows the banks a8011ected $9915,144:95 
in service charlges during 1939, an 
in’crease of $17,539.13 over the 1938 
sertiice charge collerctions. The total 
cash dividends paid by the banks in 
1939 amounted to $870,87%GO, which 
included interest charges on capital 
aacounts as wed,1 as the cash divi- 
dwds. 

4 4 4 
Since you admit frankly that you pat- 
ronize saloons, may I ask if YOU are 
given to getting beastly drunk? 

I’m not given to getting “beas%ly 
drunk,” as you put it so crudely. I’m 
reminded of the party giveri by 
Ri’chard Brinsley Sheridan, the au- 
thor of “School for Scandal,” “The 
Rivals,” and “The. Critilc,” at wh5ch 
he said: “Now, gcntlwen, let’s un- 
derstand each other. Are we to drink 
like men or beasts?” Somehat 
miffed, the guests cried, “Like men, of 
course!” “Then,” he replied, “;We’re 
going t,o get jolly drunk, for brutes 
never drink more than they want.” 

So, when my uppish reader asks me 
if I get be’astly drunk, I take it as a 
compliment (in the Sheridan sense, 
of course) for this means I’m to 
drink no more than’s enough for a lift 
out of the humdrum things of life. 
The other evening I attended a piano 
relcit,al in Joplin, MO., where I sat 
patiently for ari hour and a half 
listening to the music of an aLtractive 
woman whose playing wasn’t as good 
as her l’ooks. But that isn’t the point. 
She was intm~dnc~rl by a local physi- 
Sian, Dr. Ellsworth Moody, one of the 
best general praatitioners (he also 
has several specialties) I’ve even 
known. During his remarks he said 
he always used to feel apologetic 
when he adlmitted back in the old 
dass that he haiaed from Joplin, for 
the mining town in those days had 
not,hing to boast of except that its 
saloons were the best in the country. 
Now. h.e urced. all is chamed. 
Joplin is beco&g a center oif art and 
culture. We’ll let that remark pasts. 
After the concert I went up to the 
doctor and said I liked his little 
speech but ‘felt compelled to disagree 
on one point. A town, I commented, 
that can hone&Iv claim iL has the 
best-run saloons ‘In the country cer- 
tainlv has something ‘t6 boast about. Y 

4 4-4 
While reading several of your volumes 
of questions and answers I came on the 
expression “horn0 &p?ens” in several 
places. Aren’t you going highbrow on 
us? 

Really? In one place I said “homd 
saniens is t.he scientific name for We 
human race. ” Is that goinlg intellec- 
tual in a hurry? In another place I 
say “horn0 sapiens means (wise man.’ ” 
Again I told what the words mean. 
That’s all I can remember. Now. go 
baok to the volu,mes and enjoy y&r- 
self. and if you’re afraid of high- 
bro&sm just-snoon around and en- 
joy some of the earthy yarns. As I’ve 
said before, they’re all there, and 
svme of them itre raalIy funny. 

4 4 4 
I find myself a little confused by what 
you’ve written ab’out H. G. Wells as a 
Rationalist. After going thrOingh all 
your volumes of questions and anuwers < 
I find 

v 
at in one pieoe YOU baw1 out 

Mr. We Is for having written a theistic 
book, but in another place you prajse 
him for Ms Freethought and Rational- 
ism. Which is right? 15 Wells a sup 
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porter of organized churches or is he/an 
antibclerieal, like Clemencean? 

Joseph I!&&abbc, years ago, t.ook the 
hide off H. G. Wells for his book, 
“God the Invisible King.” Where I 
wrote only a few paragraphs against 
that silly book, McCabe wrote chap- 
ters. But, let’s be fair and give pub- 
licity to the fact that Wells himself 
is ashamed of his book and wishes 
he’d never written it, In an inter- 
view witih J&n Rowland, in May, 
1940, W&s said: 

“Rationalism is not a fixed sys- 
tem of dogma. It is an attitude of. 
mind towards things in general- 
an attitude of mind which may yet 
set the world right. But we must 
get our definitions straight and OUT 
ideas clear. I remember that once 
for ZI short time I took to u,sing 
the word ‘God.’ I wrote a book call- 
ed ‘God the Invisible King,’ in 
which I was careful to explain that 
whon I used the term ‘God’ I did not 
mean the Christian God: but no one 
took any notice of that. If you 
speak of God every man thinks that 
you mean his God; and his God may 
be anything from a metal idol to a 
mathematical formals, or Lord Xai- 
clan& ‘Absolute.’ In fact, ‘God’ is 

fetish word which WW=y”lW 
;hinks they und&stand, but which, 
when analyzed, turns out to mean 
so many contradictory thi’ngs that 
it mearm absolutely nothing. . . . 
That little episode over ‘God the In- 
visible King’ is something for which 
I am now wholeheartedly sorry.” 

Sinoken like a man. So let’s all 
agree never to mention that bad mo- 
ment in this Rationalist’s life. His 
recent book, “T’he Rights+ of Man,” is 
Rationalism from first to la,st. 

In the Rowland interview, Wells 
said he hoads that the Roman Cath- 
olic Church is the most danagerous of 
all, explaining: 

“It is more compact as an organ- 
ization. There is a large body of 
pi’lests, who are keen and able men, 
but unfortunately trained to do only 
one job-to be Roman Catholic 
priests. They dare not express 
doubts, even if they feel them, for 
if a man leaves the priesthood It is 
like jumping off a ship in mid- 
Atlantic. After all, there can be 
only one Joseph McCabe or so in a 
generatlon.n 

WetIs says. the book which first 
made him a Rationalist was Drum- 
mod’s “Natural Law in the 8pilrituad 

Wor,ld.” Wells adds: “It was sup- 
posed to be on the other side, of 
course. B’ooks of apologetics, in- my . 
exkperience, are always the books that 
manufacture heretilcs. Pdey’s ‘Evi- 
demzes was another book that put me 
on the right path, though that was ) 
not the path that Paley thought him- 
self to be recgmm;ndi$.” i 

I submit for comment a clipping from 
The Harvard Progressive, which reports 
a survey of virginity among the women 
students at Radcliffe. 

The figures arce compiled from re- 
plies to secret questionnaires. I doubt 
such reports are rdiatble, for not all 
people tell the trut,h about their sex- 
ual lives, even when they’re permit- 
ted to remain anonymous. The hu- 
man anilmal. as a partner in sexual 
exp&iences? ‘isn’t even sane under the 
be)st conditions. Even when he o,r she 
ia ~~IIVL’III~~” there% no end of jumbled 
emotions. And when things get off- 
color (which is more “normal” than 
our puritans imagine) the result, is 
bewildering. In the Radcliffe studv a 
better method od inquiry would pro- 
vide for a committee of numerous 
movie stars, athletes,. danlcera, sissies, 
cave-men, men-about-town, seducers, 
moralists, queer guys, fumtblers, and 
other, types of prospective partici- 
van& Thus the students would be 
studied under test, or laboratory, con- 
ditions, Clark Gatble, Tyrone Power, 
Ronald Colman. Basil Rathbone. 
Charles. Laughton, Mickey Rooneyi 
Bishon Manniw. Tommv Manville. 
and others woul;l’ then be ‘turned loose 
with the understanding they would 
makes their data available to statis- 
ticians emplmoyed by the investiga- 
tares. But iusrt how such men co&l be 
made to tell the truth is beyond my 
knowledge, Furtlpxmore, such re- 
searchers. would leave practically un- 
touched the vast field of lesbianism, 
sadism, masochism, and related forms 
09 behavior. I leave the nroblem in 
the haze it’s been floating ihese many 
centurie3. 

a 

Where did the Trotskyists etand on 
Stalin’s aggression against Finland? 

It’s hard nowadays to find out who 
the Trotskyists are, for there were, 
at l,ast report, new split-ups of the 
Fourth International. This has hap- 
pened eight tinms, so it% pretty harci 
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to throrw a brick among the leftists 
without hitting a’naw brand of Trot- 
skyist. Even Trotsky has denied he’s 
a Trotskyist. So Far as I can learn, 
the main f,action, led by Leon Trot- 
&y, continued to beawl out Stalin but 
insisted the Soviet Union was right in 
bargin,g into Finland. Two Trots’ky- 
i&s, Max &ha&man and, Jam@ 
Burnham, rejected this pos#ition, in- 
sisting this wa$n’t the true Trotsky- 
iut line. Trol&y flared up and brand- 
ed them’ as de?iators f&n the true 
Trotskyist position. Besides, said 
Trotsky, they belong to the “petty 
bourgeois,” which is just about the 
worst thing a revolutionist can say 
about one of his inner-party oppo- 
nents. As 1 under&and the term, a 
member of the petty bourgeois is 6ne 
of the lower middle class, which 
means &ha&man and Burnham are 
a couple of notches above the horny- 
handed prdetari#ans. But, Trotsky 
hilmself has never been a proletarian, 
having always been either a profes- 
sional writ,er or a professional revolu- 
tionist. Lenin is another proletarian 
saint who never did a day’s work in 
his life, having begun his career Bs a 
lawyer, from whjlch he switched to 
Ssocia18ist journalism and the career 
of an anti3czariaL revolutionist. Karl 
Marx, the Pope &f Proletarianism, 
never saw the inside of a factory and 
never did a lick of work for wages 
in his long li$e, having begun as a 
&ociaKst journalist and having con- 
tinued as an eoonomist for a half 
century. 

4 4 4 
I don’t recall ever having seen anything 
from your sweet, romantic, sentimental 
pen extolling chivalry. 

The age 09 chivalry isn’t gone. 1 
know from abservation that manly 
$enti,ments and heroic en,terpris#e are 
still to be found when women are in 
distress. With Emerso’n I say that 
the whole of chivalry is in courtesy, 
and that can be illustrated by ,?n 
anecdote which I am s,ure will warm 
the hearts of my idealistiic readers. At 
a dinner party the hostess, during a 
lull in the conversation, was unfor- 
tunate enough to emit a loud, rasping 
noise what Mark Twain called “a 
clearing of the nether throat.” A 
Frenchman, sitting by her, immedi- 
ately apologized profusely, as if he’d 
oommittod the unrzocial act himself. 

., 
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When the ladies had left the room, an 
American asked the Parisian why he 
had acted in this manner. “As mon- 
sieur knows, we are a chivalrous pm- 
&e.” was his reDh. “I saw that 
ma’dam was e&a&;Lssed, so I tried 
t.o throw the blame on myseE.” 
Later the gentlemen joined the ladies 
u&ta&. Afteir a little while the 
Almerican found himself in conversa- 
tion with his flatulent hostes,s in the 
middle of a aru1.112 of auasts. Sud- 
denly -the alarmini incident was re- 
peated by t,he hostess,, this time even 
louder. The Amerilcan turned quiek- 
Iv to the ass.emibled guests and an- 
nounced with an engaging smile, 
“Folks, this one’s on me, but the next 
or~e’~ UII the house!” 

4 4 ‘4 
I am a suppeter of the Bible, which 1 
believe i’s more reasonable than many 
of the ideas expreaaed by you so-callea 
Freethinkers. (Free of what?) You are 
especially amusing when you say the 
world is millions of years old, as though 
yon can prove such an assertion. I find 
it much easier to believe with the Bible 
that our earth was created in the Year 
4004 B.C. 

This, woman shou#ld read a few 
books by modern scientislts, especially 
the popuiarizations by Jlo.%ph MC- 
C&e. If she would study evolution, 
geology, physics, biology, and a few 
other sciemes, it would be easy and 
reasonable t,o accept the fact that the 
work is millions and millions of years 
o4d. I’m sure she doesn’t know that 
the idea tha:t the world was created 
in’ 4004 B.C. was inswkd inb the 
mangin of the first book of Genesis 
only 300 years ago when the un#scien- 
tific and humorless Archbishop Uslsher 
fi(gured out his calculation merely “on 
&e generations & Israel record&l in 
the Old and New Tes&amenlts.” 

4 4 4 
How does a abort-changer work hia 
swindle? 

This ,s?mple and old tri’ck is worked 
this way: The crook, M’s say, goes 
into a restaurant and orders a meal. 
With his check he walks to the 
cashier, to whom he presc?ntn a $10 
bill to pay the check. She hands hYm 
back a $5 bill, four ones and some 
coins. He takes another single bill 
from his pocket,’ hands her five ones 
and asks for a $5 bill. $he gives it 
panyrn, h’olding t,he five ones in her 

. “Now,” says the short-change 
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&t&t, qui,okly, “I’ll give you this $6, 
you give me back my $10 and we’ll be 
square.” if she domes (and they usual- 
ly do) 5he’s out $4, some change and 
the price of a lunch. 

Walter Winched says Hollywood and 
Rrnndway press agents don’t know the 
dictionary’s definition of ‘<glamour.” 
It’s real ,meaning is “false lustre,” ne 
says. What about it? 

He’s wronlg. I don’t usuallv auote 
Funk and WagnaPs Ne$ Sianhard 
Dictionary, but since it agreles with 
me I’ll drag it in. According bo this 
authority. “glamour” means “to cast 
a spell over: fascinate.” My pet au- 
thority, WeBrster’s New Intlernational. 
says it means “magi’c; en’chantment 

to bewitch.” It allso allows “a 
hdceptive or enticing charm . . . a 
spell 01‘ charm, ns one which deceives 
the sight.” Now. don’t get t,he idea I 
insist -&ways on strletly-formal defini- 
tions. I also have a ta5te for verbal 
informality, as in the case- when the 
little monkey a5ked the mama monkey 
to define a virgin mlonkey, and her 
reply that it’s a monkey ‘+vho won’% let 
monkeys monkey with her monkey. 
That isn’t strictly scientifi~c, but 8it 
serves. ..- 

* rF * 
What’s your opinion of the poor man’s 
press? 

By the term “poor man’s press” 1 
take it my reader refers to leaflets 
and pamphlets. I’m for them. They’re 
important. maixmtays of a free press. 
Rich men can inve5t in mighty rotary 
presses to turn out immense newspa- 
pers and magazines, but what can 
the aoor man da when he wants a 
mediulm through which to express 
hilmself? Turn to circulars and 
pamphllets., of course, because they’re 
cheap-and effective. I’ve made it a 
strict, point to cooperate with such 
individual,s when they write pamph- 
lets which lack cam&wcial I&&~- 
ities, or are of such a personal nature 
that they can’t have general public 
mceptanee. Only the other day I 
printed a palmphlet for one of my 
readers, M. Beck, 3782 Redwo’od Ave., 
Venice Calif., who5e manu5crip’t was, 
entitled “The Human Mind.” I offered 
to print t,he pamphlet at hi5 own ex- 
pense, which he tosok advantage of, 
and the result is a nea.t, attractive 
s&page pamphlet which he can use 

aa he sees fit. He ordered 1.000 
copies, paying for them under _ the 
terms outlined in a circular I send to 
persons who astk how they can have 
their manuscript.s turned into pamph- 
lets. One such reader bad me do four 
pabmphlets for him last year, for 
which I received several hundred dal- 
lars, and for which I gave! in return, 
the benefit of my expermnioe as a 
printer, He got th;th~efi$o;f ;,z 
mass-production 
b800klets he ordered (a5 in’the ease of 
Mr. Buck) were amble to fit into one 
o,f my Little Blue Book sizes. Read- 
ers who have manuscripts which 
they would like to have published at 
their own expense are invited to ask 
for a free *copy of the circular just 
m,entioned. People who want to en- 
joy the benefits of a fre#e press( inde- 
pendent expression) @an satisfy that 
urge by resorting t,o the “poor man’s 
pre#ss.” It’s fun, too. 

43 * 8 

’ 
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When 11 pay 9c for a l-pound loaf of 
sliced bread, what’s the wheat in it 
worth? 

There’5 a little over lc worth of 
wheat and somewhat more than 7~ 
worth of transportation, labor, bak- 
ing, paper and other materials and 
services, according to a bulletin is- 
sued by the Kans,as State College. 

* * * 
Can male and female sex hormones be 
absorbed through the skin from oint- 
ments? 

Yes, but itt i5n’t wise do u5e such 
oirmments except. as directed by a 
physician. They slometimes cause can- ! 

cer. Dr. Joseph Eller and Shirley 
Wolff, of Now York City, point out 
that commercial face cream eontain- 
ing a female siex hormone produced , 
cancer in animals “as well a5 other 
profound changes when applied on 
tbe sikin in one-fifth of the amount 
recommended for daily- use by 
womcm.” -. , .* 

rf* ttr * 
gince you act the part of an Emily Post, 
let me ask what you’d do according to 
the rules of etiqudltt: IP, during a White * 
House reee@ion, you found you had 
somehow lost your pants? 

I’d look for them. ~ 
* * * 

Which letters do you regard as the 
weakest sounds in our language7 

“S” arld “f $9 

, 
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