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Questions and Answers

Please comment on the Ford Sunday
Evening Hour.

Henry Ford, who once sald the
banjo is his favorite musigal instru-
ment and complained that Ralph
Waldo Emecrson wrotc a good piece
once in a while but was, most of the
time, a pup; who financed The Dear-
born Independent to the extent of
millions of dollars in order to arouse
prejudice against the Jews and later
ordered the paper’s suspension with
thre cweuse that he’d never read any
of the objectionable things it had
printed—this same Ford has, in his
old age, learned the important lesson
that propaganda, if it’s to do his
vast industrial empire any good,
must be handled by an . expert, ex-
pounded by a mind that knows the
subtle arts of propaganda., The man
for this chore is the Rev. William J.
Cameron, who, in the old days, wrote
Ford’s dirty articles about the Jews
in The Dearborn Independent, or, as
its editor, called .in hired prostitutes
to do the job for him. It’s interesting
to note that the three worst hate-
mongers, the three most conscience-
less liars against an innocent, help-
less, defenseless race, are all preach-
ers— the Rev. Cameron, Father
Coughlin, and the Rev. Gerald B.
Winrod, the latter known among his
collaborators as the “Jayhawk Nazi.”
Henry Ford dips into his countless
millions for the mere hundreds of
thousands of dollars needed yearly
to hire able musical talent to supply
something like 50 minutes of good or
faiy music to listening millions. An-
other six minutes go to the Rev.
Cameron, who, in a few hundred
words each Sunday, succeeds in in-
jecting lord propaganda, sometimes
doing hig job so adroitly that even
. intelligent, informed people wonder
just where the poison-gas was emit-
ted. It’s all to a plan, and it works.
The Ford philosophy ig presented in
cryptie, pointed sentences by an ex-
preacher who also serves as presi-
dent. of the Anglo-Saxon Federation
of America, an organization which

the Rev. Cameron at first denied be-
longing to, but when he wag shown
up as a prevaricator he let the sub-
ject drop. This anti-Semitie organi-
zation has been the training school
for hate-mongers, the most notorious
one—next to the Rev. Cameron—be-
ing Mr. Fritz. Kuhn, now head of the
German-American (Nazi) Bund, but
in his earlier days one of Mr. Ford’s
technicians in the eompany’s chemical
laboratories. The Nazi was given what
might be called a leave of absencec so
e would be free to devote all his
time to furthering the propaganda of
Ford’s favorite foreigner, Adolf Hit-
‘er, who, undoubtedly at the behest
of Mr. Kuhn, decorated the American
motor car magnate with the second-
highest order the Brutalitarian is able
to grant. In his 6-minute chatg each
Sunday the Rev, Cameron presents
Ford as a homely, kindly, humane
vhilosopher whose one aim in life is
to serve humanity and make life
brighter for all. The race-monger,
the union‘buster, the murderer of
union pickets, the hirer of armies of
spies and provocateurs, the slave-
driver, the master of the speed-up—
all are ignored by the Rev. Cameron,
who prefers, instead, to dwell on the
vast good Myr. Ford could do for hu-
manity if only the government would
cease meddling in business and go
about its ancient chore of running
down pickpockets, counterfeiters and
drunken drivers. Individualism, in
the Ford sense, as expounded by the
Rev. Cameron, means freedom to run
rme’s business as one pleases, regard-
'ess of social consequences. No gov-
~rnment, according to this exploded
nhilosophy, has the right to hamper
»mployers by demands for unemploy-
ment insurance, health insurance, so-
~ial security, the protection of the
workers who scck the right to form
'nions of their own choice, the taxa-
tion that business should be com-
nelled to pay in order to enable
the government to repair some of
the damage that’s done to lives and
characters by the deadening regime
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of mass-production industries. The
individualist, who merely asks to
be permitted his freedom as he
goeg about serving the people, is
painted by the Rev. Cameron as a
member of the “plain folks”—an or-
dinary man like the Joneses and the
Smiths—while the real philosophy is
furthered through careful and cun-
ning propaganda so that the Ford
family may continue as czars of a
mighty industry. To listen to the
Rev. Cameron onc would imagine that
the Ford Motor Company never had
in mind the notion of a dollar of
profit—all it achegs for is the oppor-
tunity to pour profits into the laps
of others, including tens of thousands
of employes. That’s where propagan-
da gets in its deadly work.

Is it a fact that Julius Streicher, Ger-
many’s most infamous Jew-baiter, next
to Hitler, has bcen honored in great
universities for his propaganda?

Streicher hasn’t been “honored,”
for that’s as impossible as honoring
an Al Capone. He has received de-
grees gince Hitler’s advent, but the
institutions that granted them are no
longer great, for Nazism has corrupt-
ed every educational establishment in
Germany, a country long famous for
its magnificent centers of higher
learning. Ludwig Lore, for many
vears a journalist connected with
German-language newspapers in the
U.S., but now a member of the edi-
torial staff of The New York Post,
tells about the Streicher 1nc1dent as
follows:

Proud Friedrich Wilhelm TUni-
versity of Berlin has established a
branch on anti-Semitism which
bears the name of “Julius Streicher
Department.” TIts sponsor conse-
crated the “scientific innovation,”
as he called it in a speech as fol-
lows: "

“World Jewry has only  oné’ goal‘
—to provoke a war in order to de-
stroy forever the German and
Ttalian peoples. The JYewish ques-
tion will only be solved when it
has been solved not only in Ger-
many, but alse in other nations,
and when the other nations march
together with the German and
Ttalian - peoples into a new fu-
ture. . .

" His audience, which included
many prominent German profes-
sors and German Government rep-
resentatives, applauded. Once this

university belonged to the greatest
institutions of learning in the
world, Schlelermacher, Wagner,
Virchow, Delbrueck, Mommsen and
Schmoller taught there, enlighten-
ing the youth of Germany and
other countries with their know-
ledge and their genius.

Julius Streicher, the fitting rep-
resentative of science in Nazi Ger-
many!

Streicher, in addition to satisfying
hiy craving for sadistic adventures
by leading the war of extermination
against the Jews, is also known to
be a practicing sadist for purposes of
sexual excitement. He frequently
vigits concentration camps and pris-
ons, where personable young men are
compelled to appear before him in the
nude. Streicher, who always carries
a whip with h1m, then beats the
young men until his aroused emotions
canse him to reach a elimax. It's
such a beast who’s considered worthy
of being “honored” in teday’s so-call-
ed universitiefx‘ in ;Iitler’s mad-house.

Do you care for Lawrence Tibbett’s
singing?

Very much. I’ve heard him many
times, and always with vast satisfac-
tion. In mid-February, 1939, I at-
tended another Tibbett concert, in
Joplin, Mo., where it didn’t take me
long to decide that this fine baritone
is greater than ever. His artistry

grows steadily. I was especially
pleased by his interpretation of
Mendelssohn’s “I Am a Roamer

Bold,” from “Son and Stranger,” a
song I'd never had the pleasure of
hearing before. It consists of the im-
mense boasting of a dancing teacher,
all put to lively, amusing, snappy
music. As I listened it came to me
that if I had been listening to Tib-
;bett in Nazi Germany he would have
gbeen compelled to omit this piece, be-
lcause the composer was a Jew.
Mendelssohn is contraband in Hitler’s
Germany. What struck me. as par-
ticularly amusing in this song is the
line, “Heaven be praised for bringing
me to you.” It came to me (without
the assistance of thy newsclip filing
gystem or even my tabs) that in one
of his speeches Hitler (who had out-
lawed Mendelssohn) went to great
pains to congratulate the Creator on
sending him (Hitler) to the German
:people., Thus, the humorless Hitler
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took one of Mendeclssohn’s funniest
lines and use(}p it in all seriousness.
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I, along with millions of other Ameri-
cans, was interested in the Ickes-Gan-
nett debate on the freedom of the press,
which was broadcast from Town Hall
of the Air. Gannett, who owns a large
chain of newspuapers, denied that the
press distorts or suppresses the news,
etc. It would be interesting to check his
own newspapers to see how he handled
the dispatches repurting his debate with
Secretary Ickes.

That has already beén done by
memberg of the Newspaper Guild, the
union of newspaper workers, which,
by the way, has had endless trouble
with Mr. Gannett because of hig anti-
union policies. According Lo the
Guild, Mr. Gannett owns outright, or
has a majority control, of 16 news-
papers. The report on the way Mr.
Gannett’s papers handled the debate
appeared in The Nuation, February
11, 1939, from which I quote:

“They [members of the Guild]
found that these papers gave an ag-
gregate of 487 inches of space to
Gannett’s side, 158 to Ickes, Two of
them, while playing up Gannett’s
address, did not even mention that’
Ickes had spoken; another rear-
ranged the Associated Press story
to emphasize Gannett’s ‘explana-
tions’; still another published Gan-
nett’s text and expressed ‘regret’
that Ickes’s text was ‘not available’
—although it was.”

Nothing amuses me more than to
listen to the sputterings of a capital-
istic editor when he tries to disprove
the thoroughly established faet that
his paper can’t be relied on for the
truth on controversial questions, for
news that may injure the standing
of a big advertiser, or fair treatment
of labor issues. 1 take a delight in
baiting such individuals whenever I
meet them. I thought Mr, Ickes’
gpeech (which I read in pamphlet
form) was true and convineing. His
caseg were to the point, but he made
a mistake in failing to report to his
hearers how the capitalistic news-
papers consistently ignore the orders
issued by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion or the stipulations signed with
the FTC by the great advertisers.
These cases (which I often cover for
my readers) are newsworthy, and yet
almost all of them are ignored. Now
and then, as I’ve shown several times,

a squib finds its way into the finan-
cial pages, a section usually ignored
by the average reader. When, let’s
say, a heavy advertiser like the
Seiberling Rubber Company signs 2
stipulation agreeing to cease mislead-
ing tire users, that ought to be writ-
ten up for the public, but the hig
story ‘is ignored because Seiberling
has been telling its big lies about its
tires in advertisements that cost hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars. The
newspapers not only want to protect
the advertiser but they don’t want
their readers to get wise to the fact
that the offences against the consum-
ors appeared in the chaste, virtuous
columns of the kept press. These
facts, ags I’ve explained many times
before, don’t mean we really haven’t
the right to a free press. The ecapi-
talistic press isn’t free, as T've shown
to the hilt, but the institution of a
free press is still with us, and pub-
lishers who want to issue periodicals
that are dedicated to the truth have
every right, under the Constitution,
to give real form to their ideas. All
they need do is to line up a hody of
readers who are willing to pay for
the publisher’s paper so that ils ex-
penses will be met from subscriptions
instead of from advertising. The
trick is to reach such people and
move them to action. That isn’t easy,
but it can be done. I always make it
a point to tell my readers to make
sacrifices for progressive, candid,
honest, truth-telling editors. That
isn’t asking anything that's unreason-
able. If freedom-loving readers will
stand by publishers who try to live
up to the ideal of a free press, they
will find that before long the Ameri-
can people will have access to litera-
ture that isn’t a carbon copy of the
immense quantities of falsehoods and

tripe one - finds in the average
newspaper. That’s why I always
say there's no rmoom for pessi-

mism. We have the remedy at hand,
it only we’ll use it. I never let myself
get discouraged, even when I see ob-
vious signg of public indifference,
because I know in the end a sufficient-
ly large portion of the literate public
will see the light and make the neces-
sary sacrifices in order to build up a
press that’s free. I'm sure my read-
ers have noticed that when I dwell
on this theme I never limit my sug-
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gostiong to my own publications., 1
generalize here, because I’'m sincerely
anxious to see the liberal, progressive
readers do their best to support and
build up all free-speaking papers and
magazines. I’'m always grateful for
every gesture of gupport made by my
reader-friends, but this dqoesn’t mean
I expect the intelligent public to con-
centrate only on my projects. The
issue is too big for that. I hope, in
the not distant future, to see a whole
gtring of free-minded, independent
publications issued regularly from
coast to coagt. There are a few
worth-while organg of honest opinion
in thig country, but their influence
(like my own) ig limited because of
too meager circulation. The annoying
thing. about it is that the readers
have the power to correct the situa-
tion whenever they decide the Lime
has come for all good men to come
to the aid of their press,
LR

How many savings accounts are there
in the U.S.?

42,000,000,

LI
How many pounds of food did the
American people eat in 19387
260,000,000,000.

de o
An editorial on the Pope who died re-
cently claims he was a friend of sci-
ence because his Church supports
astronomers.

The Roman Catholic Church’s con-
version to Astronomy is so recent
that its apologists must feel a little
cmbarrassed when they boast about
the Church’s devotion to science. Let’s
not forget that i’s less than a hun-
dred years since the Church formally
admitted the world’s round. In his fa-
mous book, “Conflict Between Re-
ligion and- Science” (page 157),
Draper says: '

“Christianity had been in exis-
tence 1500 years, and had not pre-
duced a single astronomer.”

Catholic writers, especially the late
Gilbert K. Chesterton, often point to
St.  Augustine as a rationalistic
thinker. To show how ridiculous such
a notion is let me quote (from The
Catholic Encyclopedia’s article on
“Antipodes”) the following words by
St. Augustine: “As to the fable that
there are Antipodes, that is to say,
men on the opposite gide of the earth

.. men who walk with their feet

oppusite ours, there is no reason for
believing it.”

Any schoolboy knows better than
that, and yet St. Augustine is pointed
to as a source of knowledge and wis-

dom,
LR R
Can penguins fly?
No.
L R
I enclose a clipping from Walter

Winchell’s coluinn, which I found in the
Topeka Daily State Journal, Topeka,
Kans., February 4, 1939. Please com-
ment, '

Mr. Winchell quotes from a letter
written to him by Dr. S. Atkinson, of
the Catholic Action Group of Nativ-
ity Parish, Brooklyn, N.Y. as fol-
lows:

“The members of our group wish
to thank you for your article in
which youn pay tribute to the Catho-

- lics for the big part they have
played in the building of the Amer-
ican dream. In these days of Intol-

erance, it is gratifying to find a

writer on the daily press who re-

members Maryland and the part the

Catholics played in introducing re-

ligious liberty in the early days of

the colonies, With the present
wave of anti-Semitism, it might be
interesting for you to know that

Pope Innocent the Third, in the

13th Century, issued the following

edict which has become a part of
the law of the Catholic church:

‘That a Jew shall not be constrained

to be baptized, neither shall his

cemeteries be ravaged nor any harm
done to his person.”

Propagandists for the Catholic
Church are never more clumsy than
when they try to picture the Church
as Lhe friend and defender of toler-
ance. They work the tolerance angle
in the U.S. because our public in gen-
eral is go bitterly opposed to racial
and religioug intolerance. Being a
minority group in this country, some
of the Catholic Church’s leaders find
it convendenl to pass up the regular
volicy of the Church that prevails In
Catholic countries like Poland, Italy,
Insurgent Spain, Portugal, and else-
where, where intolerance is accepted
as the proper weapon of both Church
and State against religious minorities
or Freethinkers. I have exposed the
Catholic bunk about the Church"s
“tolerance” in Maryland, but the lie
continues to be spread because it’s
such a useful one in a country that
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gives the Catholics the same con-
stitutional rights that are accorded to
all others. I have shown, at least a
dozen times (as anyone can see who
will examine my 16 volumes of ques-
tions and answers) that the Cath-
olies, in the early days of Maryland,
were a minority, and it was in or-
der to protect themselves against op-
pression or- discrimination at the
hands of the majority that they in-
sigsted on tolerance for all religious
ideologies. Once the Church gains
éontrol of a country it invariably re-
turns to its established, traditional
policy of persecution for religious
minorities and suppression for Free-
thinkers. It’s amusing to have the
spokesman for Catholic Aection refer
to the edict of IPope Innocent the
Third, in the 13th Century. My read-
ers will reeall that in the Maxrch,
1939, issue of The Freeman (the ma-
terial appears in full in the 16th vol-
ume of my questions and answers) I
quoted the above edict, showing that
the document from which Dr. Atkin-
son extracted a single sentence was
in reality a terrific demand for the
most brutal anti-Jewish measures.
It’s true that the Pope just referred
to forbade compulsory baptism, the
destruction of Jewish cemeteries, and
bodily harm to Jews, but why ignore
the real purpose of the edict? It was
to compel Jews to live in ghettoes,
to wear a badge branding the Jew as
such wherever he went, to deny him
the right to engage in occupations or
business, and in numerous other ways
strip him of the ordinary rights that
belong to human beings, My article
quoted not only from Pope Innocent
but from almost a dozen others, and
from beginning to end they were all
upholders of the most horrible forms
. of anti-Semitism, horrors just as bad,
and in some cases worse, than the
savageries of the Nazis. The record
shows that the Catholic Church is the
world’s most powerful and consistent
. advocate of anti-Semitism, and when-
ever and wherever it gains control
and is able to put its traditional pol-
icics into action the results are appall-
ing to religious minorities, and posi-
tively devastating to Jews. The Cath-
olic Church is the world’s oldest reae-
tionary and dangerous force. It’s the
breeding place of ignorance, supersti-
tion and persecution, If stands as a

tremendous influence against democ-
racy, liberalism and freadom of
thought. It gags teachers, censors
writers, and stamps out any truth
that impinges on any of the Church’s
dogmas. It’s humanity’s most relent-
less enemy. Its whole history is a
record of murder, torture, suppres-
sion, distortion, exploitation, para-
sitism, reaction, destruction, mass
murder, and intellectual and cultural
blindness. Man will never be able to
feel secure in hig blood-bought free-
dom so long as the Catholic Church
endures. The black robes of the
priests have always concealed dag-

gerg intended for the heart of civil-
ization.
deooge

I enclove a page from the Berliner

Morgenpost, in which the writer ex-
poses American censorship of the
movies, Please comment.

The article, which covers an entire
page, s by Miss Hilde Lest, and is
intended to show that Will Hays’s
censorship is worse than anything
imposed on the Nazi movies by Dr.
Goebbels. I have, in numerous arti-
cles printed during the past 20 years,
expressed my opinions of Elder Hays,
sometimeg using pretty caustic lan-
guage. Intelligent Americans who
accept liberalism in literature and
art as well as in politics and eco-
nomics, have always insisted that
Censor Hays has no place in Ameri-
ca, that his activities are a disgrace
to our civilization, for he not only
strikes at what he considers to be
‘obscenity’”’ but devotes himself main-
ly to compelling the movie industry
to refrain from coming to grips with
real ideas and real life. We Ameri-
cans who are progressive and liberal
hope for the day when Hollywood’s
studios will be as free as that por-
tion of the American press which
refuses to toady to big advertisers.
But the Nazi blast isn’t intended to
help Americans throw ont censorship.
It seeks to put Nazi censorship in a
good light, a task which is monu-
mental in its proportions and will
never succeed, for there’s nothing
that can be said in support of Nazi
standards of “art.” The article is
shot through with ignorance, for the
author actually believes that Hays’s
office is “enthroned in Washington.”
According to this Nazi writer, Hays
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was appointed to his censorship of-
ficc by “the highcst Chicf of Statc,”
meaning President Roosevelt. ‘This,
of course, is laughable. The Hays
outfit isn’t provided for in our Con-
stitution. The office was created by
the top figures in the movie industry
itself, who produce the money and
submit voluntarily to Hays’s misrule
and general stupidity, to the injury
of an industry that presents many op-
portunities for genuine artistry. The
moguls in movieland could close
Hays’s office tomorrow, if they were
so minded. " :

Please let me know how many of each
of the five leading cigarettes we com-
‘sumers smoked in 19387
Total sales of the five cigarette
leaders in 1938 aggregated about
133,000,000,000, as follows: Camel,
43,000,000,000; Lucky Strike, 88,-
000,000,000; Chesterfield, 35,000,000,-
000; Philip Morris, 9,000,000,000; Old
Gold, 8,000,000,000. The total figure
for 1937 was 141,000,000,000.
L SR S

Do you believe our unofficial boycott
against German goods is having any
cffcect?

The facts show the boycott against
Nazi goods iy having a marked effect
on German trade. T find in my news-
clip filing gystem an official report
from Berlin which shows that during
1938 U.S. exports to Germany rose to
404,500,000 marks, an increase of
43.5 percent over 1937. U.S. imports
from Germany, during 1938, dropped
to 149,300,000 marks, a decrease of
28.5 percent. The same report shows
that the U.S. “accounts for the larg-
er part of the whole Great German
deficit of 432,400,000 marks.” This
deficit hurts in a vital place. Be-
cause the U.S. refuses to accept Hit-
ler’s phony marks, the difference be-
tween Germany’s purchases from us
and our imports from Germany must
be paid in cash. No wonder the Nazis
and their regimenteq press continue
an orgy of abuse against everything
American, including our President.
But, judging from varionsg surveys of

American opinion, our people are bit- |

terly opposed to everything Germany
stands for and properly refuse to let
their dollars be used to further Hit-
ter Brutalitarianism. The boyecott
should be continued. It’s a quiet and
powerful form of reprisal against

Hitlerism; it certainly has a serious
effect on the Reich’s financial struc-
ture, already in a grave condition.
Of course, Germany can refuse to buy
from us, but that won’t frighten
Americans who have gome regard for
peace, humanity, and decency. Ger-
many would have quit buying from
us long ago, if it could dispense with
our goods, so the trade we're getting
from that source comes to us because
the buyer finds it inconvenient or
perhaps impossible to make similar
purchases elsewhere. Whatever hap-
pens, American boycotters will sure-
ly continue to reject anything that’s
labeled “Made in Germany.” I have,
in numerous previous articles, shown
how survey after survey shows the
American people to be anti-Nazi. The
facts, needless to say, will be found
in the indexes of my 16 volumes of
questions and angwers, the most an-
nihilating and complete case against
Nazism now in print, a case which [
built up, fact by fact, from the first
day that Hitler stole power. Now
comes Dr. George Gallup, director of
the American Institute of Public
Opinion, with the report of a new
survey (February 3, 1939) in which
our people express themselves on
Hitler's demand for the return of
Germany’s former colonies. The
question wag worded as follows:
“Should the colonies taken from
Germany after the World War be
given back to her?”’ The results listed
below give the answers for 1939 and
those obtained in a survey in Feb-
ruary, 1938, thus:
Year
Today Ago
For returning colonies. .
Against
This report shows that our people
were overwhelmingly anti-Nazi in
1938, but that 1939 shows an intensi-
fication of the feeling of opposition
to Hitler's regime of gangsterism and
mase murder. Tast October a similar
survey was made in England, with .
the following results:
For returning colonies
Against
The above figures show that the
British and American publics see al-
most eye to eye on this question of
surrendering additional territory so
that Hitlerism may enslave greater
portions of the glohe. In the British

..................

..........................
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survey the citizens also were asked
if they would fight to prevenl Ger-
many from getting a eolonial empire,
and more than 80 percent said they
would. Public opinion is sound_ on
this question of Nazism, and when
it expresses itself concretely in the
form of a boycott it’s really doing a
service Lo humanily.

*

Is Russia a self-supporting country?

Harold Denny, Moscow correspond-
ent of The New York Times, makes
the statement in one of his dispatches
that the Soviet Union is “practically
self-gustaining.” Until recently, Rus-
sia lacked tin and nickel, but it’s now
reported that these two metals have
been discovered. As for Russia’s agri-
culture, as I explained before, the
government is giving serious thought
to making bread a free item, as free
ag air or water. Rates charged by
utilities, for electricity and telephone
service, are so low as to be almost
free. Rents are usually figured on
the basis of 10 percent of a person’s
salary,

LR S

Father Coughlin, in his broadcasts, re-
fers frequently to the Pope’s encyclical
in support of labor. What’s there to
this?

When the Pope, in 1931, issued how
now-famous “Quadragesimo Anna,”
I discussed this so-called “labor en-
cyclical” and showed it up for the
fraud it is. While it said a few pret-
ty words about the place of labor in
the social order, the encyclical, when
it got down to eases, approved Mus-
solini’s brang of cooporative Fase-
ism, Even Fascists like Hitler kid
labor with glowing compliments in
order to make palatable the awful
oppression the workers must suffer
in Fascist States, where free union-
ism is outlawed. The few pretty gen-
eralizations about labor are quoted by
Faseists like Father Coughlin for
American audiences, but priests in
Italy and other Fascist countries
quote the same encyclical’s support
of Fascism. That's an old trick that
I've exposed many times, but my
weak voice reaches a limited audience
—because of the lethargy of so many
of my readers when it comes to dis-
seminating progressive ideas—so the
Coughling are able to continue win-
ning labor support for a set of ideas
that will enslave them once the Cath-

‘ing  Father Edward McGlynn,

cern politics

olie-Fascists get control. Even Franco
in Spain quoles Lhe above encyclical
approvingly, for he knows he ecan
depend on the Church’s endorsement
of his program of Fascism. Can
Father Coughlin deny that Spanish
Fascism gets its most powerful sup-
port from the Catholic Church, next
to the military arm? I don't Llhink
I'm boasting when I say that my 16
volumes of questions and answers
treat of every phase of the interna-
tional problem of Catholic Fascism.
I believe I'm being strictly factual
when I say that a review of my in-
dexes in these volumes will show that
the case against Catholicism’s labor
record is devastating. So far as Fa-
ther Conghlin iz conecerned, T've
shown, from the Chureh’s records,
that he isn’t the least bit out of line
when he promotes Fascism and anti-
Semitism and prepares the soil for
anti-American doctrines. The fact

ithat Coughlin can continue his propa-

ganda in print and over many radio
stations is proof of the fact that the

‘ hierarchy approves of his dangerous

activities, If the Church found

.Coughlinism unsavory it could silence

Coughlin in an hour or compel him
to leave the Church. Coughlinism
and Catholicism are twins. Tha
Church wasn't hesitant about sxilen%cd
vears ago, when he stirred American
labor with his sincere and honest
preachments in support of the work-
ers. It didn’t take the hierarchy long
to unfrock him. But when a Father

‘Coughlin worky to confuse, mislead

and betray the proper interests of the
workers the higher-ups in the Church
vretend to be deaf. There isn’t the
slightest doubt in my mind that if
Father Coughlin were to change his
viewnoint—that, of course, iy a wild
flicht of the imagination—he wouldn’t
remain a priest very long if he as-
serted labor ideas in harmonv with
the democratic principles of the late
Father McGlynn. These opinions of
mine are in striet accord with the
veeord, but where can one got them
enunciated except in a few prosres-
sive publications of too limited circu-
lation? The standard vress is eagged
hv the Church in matters of religion
and social ideas, and is bulldozed by
the big advertisers on issues that con-
and economics. How
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long will the American masses stand
for this prostitution of a press that
pretends to be free? How long will
the masses stand by and see their
honest and sincere friends speak to
small audiences while the powerful
“engines of publicity  remain in the
“hands of the avowed enemies of the
‘people  Here we are faced by the
appalling fact that we have the right
to a free press but, like so many
.robots, do nothing about making it an
-effective reality. Will there ever be
a change? I for one at least hope
for the best. I'm optimistic enough
to believe that the day is coming—
in the near future—when the masses
will turn to candid, truth-telling, fear-
less, unsubsidized, progressive, demo-
cratic, independent editors unafraid
of Fascist-minded priests or domi-
neering advertisers.
Iy

I enclose a clipping from a liberal week-
ly which refers to the “Ghetto Benches”
of Poland. What does this expression
mean?

In 1936, the Polish Fascist Govern-
ment (into the constitution of which
the Catholic Church ig written ag an
official part of the Government) es-
tablished “Ghetto Benches” in all
high gchools and universities. Jewish
students were ordered to occupy such
segregated benches during all classes,
but to their eternal glory all Jewish
young men and women have refused
to occupy them. Instead, they prefer
to stand in their classes, This means
they take their lessons standing up
for from five to six hours each day.
This has been going on for more than
two years. According to the best fig-
ureg available, something like 8,000
Jewish young people are participat-
ing in this silent protest against
brutal discrimination. I wonder if
Father Coughlin, who surely knows
about this, hopes for the day when
such practices will be instituted in
the U.S. The Church must look for-
ward to such inhuman treatment of
an innocent, helpless minority, for
they participate in humiliations and
slow tortures of such a nature

. wherever they are able to assert un-
disputed power. The -capitalistic
press, afraid of the power of the
priests to boycott it, prefers to keep
such news from the eyes of demo-
cratic Americans. But, ways will be

found to bring the truth to America,
which is still a free country and will
remain so if only supporters of demo-
cratic principles show a willingness
to make sacrifices for their media of
communication.

2 L

You frequently write articles support-
ing Socialism, Can you show your read-
ers, by concrete example, that American
Socialists have ever done anything for
the people of the U.S. that would entitle
them to the right to ask for wider
spheres of activity and influence?

It happens that I was in charge of
the publicity of the Socialist adminis-’
tration of Milwaukee, Wise., when it
ran a municipal exhibition of its
achievements during the time Emil
Seidel, Milwaukee’s - first Socialist
mayor, was in office. Later, as a
member of the editorial staff of The
Milwawleco Leader, I was city hall
reporter, a job which gave me end-
less opportunities to watch, study and
comment on the way Socialists go
about the difficult and complicated
business of running a city. What I
saw back in those days (1911-12)
convinced me that the policies of
municipal Socialism are the only
ones that can be depended on to put
a community on its feet and make
it a solvent institution. Since then,
Mayor Daniel W. Hoan has spent
something like two decades in the city
hall, and the record shows that the
voters made a splendid investment
when they intrusted power to Hoan
and his honest, loyal, competent lieu-
tenants. Let’s not forget that when
the Socialists took control, in 1910,
Milwaukee was busted flat, There
wag hardly a dollar in the treasury,
while many departments were run-
ning at a deficit. The police force
was corrupt. The politicians were in-
dulging in open, brazen graft, with
direct dealings with the ecriminal
elements. The fire department was
antiquated. The city’s supplies were
being bought by several dozen de-
partment officials, and in the confu-
sion much of the taxpayer’s money
went into the pockets of the politi-
ciang instead of for goods needed by
the community. There were no play-
grounds for the children, with the
result that gangs of tough young-
sters roamed the streets, got into
trouble, and eventually landed in
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court on more or less serious charges.
The first thing the Socialists did in
Milwaukee was to clean up the city
—physically and morally. The prob-
lem of tough boyg running in gangs
was solved, in large measure, by in-
augurating a system of public play-
grounds, which now numher 65. These
well-appointed playgrounds—supplied
with all facilities for sport and play
—took boys off the streets and led
them in the direction of law and or-
der. The records show that juveniie
deliquency has declined from the very
beginning of the first Socialist ad-
ministration, so that today Milwau-
kee is the most law-abiding city in
the country. This is a literal fact.
For example, Milwaukee enjoys the
lowest burglary insurance rates in
the country—from §7 to $40 per
£1,000 less than it was in the days of
corrupt politics. The insurance rate
on motor cars in Milwaukee is the
same as will be found in wvillages,
which indicates that the hard-boiled
insurance companies know that their
risks are well protected in the city
that’s ruled by the Socialists. J. Ed-
gar Hoover, chief of the Bureau of
Investigation, Department of Justice,
reports that Milwaukee’s “crime rate
is only 20 percent of the average
crime rate of 35 of the largest cities.”
The Wickersham Crime Commission,
in its report to the President, said
“no other city can equal this record.”
What did the Milwaukee Socialists dc
to be able to make such a record?
The facts are available to anyone
who is willing to study the situation,
and the moral, in my opinion, is for
the other cities in the country to fol-
low Milwaukee’s lead, if they want
good, clean, efficient, progressive, so-
cial-minded government. For exam-
ple, take a look at Milwaukee’s
finances, As I stated before, the city
was broke in 1910. Today, after
almost 80 ycars of Socialigt rule, Mil-
waukee is paying its bills as it goes.
Deficits aren’t tolerated. The eity
never hag defaulted on one of its
bonded debts. It has met every in-
terest payment promptly. At the
rate its bonded indebtedness is being
reduced, Milwaukee, in 1943, will be
absolutely free of debt. Think what
this will mean to the people—a city
that doesn’t spend a dollar for in-

terest. Milwankee saveg money hy
buying all its supplies through a
single purchasing department, thus
making sure of getting value for
each dollar spent. Milwaukee, under
its Socialist officials, ‘was among the
first American cities to enter the field
of ecooperative honusing, heginning’
with what is known as Garden
Homes, in 1921, consisting of 105
homes which were built for working
people at an average saving of $1,600
per family. Since then the city has
cooperated with the Federal govern-
ment in several large housing pro-
jeets. The idea is to develop a sys-
tem of building houses for the public
that will be self-liquidating and at
the same time produce taxes for the
community. Socialist  Milwaukee
made the fire department so efficient
that the insurance companies now
give its property owners the lowest
fire insurance rates in the country.
Its losses from fire are less than half
of the national average. Its traffic
deaths are extremely low, comparing
with the best in the land. In times
of industrial strife, the eity govern-
ment refuses to act as a strike
breaking agency. It protects the
strikers as well as the employers. It
forbids outside strike-breaking gangs
to come into the city to foment vio-
lence. Milwaukee, many years ago,
pioneered, in the field of humane
working conditions for its own em-
ployes, giving them the 8-hour day
and minimum wages. Milwaukee’s
influence resulted in a State law giv-
ing its people the country’s first
workmen’s compensation law. It also
helped  costablish unemployment in-
surance. And, let me add, Milwau-
kee’s influence brought into being the
country’s best and most liberal sys-
tem of old-age pensions. Wherever
possible, Milwaukee insists on munic-
ipal ownership of its utilities. Its ob-
jective iy a social order in which the
people will own their large-scale in-
dustries and operate them for the
common good, This, of course, is 2
national problem, so the reform will
have to wait until the people gener-
ally become as enlightened politically
as the people of Milwaukee have been
for more than 25 years. Milwau-
kee’s record is being repeated in
Reading, Pa., and Bridgeport, Conn.
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Muniecipal Sacialisam, T ingist, is a Conservation Corps, from 1933 to
success. The American people will | 1940, cost $2,550,000,000, and who can

have to come to it in time. The

sooner the better.

Your articles on our national debt have
been helpful, especially in these days
when no editorial writer considers his
day finished wunless he has written at
least one stereotyped editorial bewail-
ing our spending. I agree with you that
we have much te show for the money
spent durlng these depression years.
Let me suggest that you break down
the figures and show what we got for
our money,

I'm glad to have this opportunity
to show my readers what we are able
to show for the money spent during
Roosevelt’s years in the White House.
As the President said: “We have not
been throwing the taxpayers’ money
out of the window or into the sea.
We have been buying real values
with it.” Let’s examine the record
carefully and see if the factg can
teach us anything. To give my read-
ers the full picture, I must, in the
figures below, include the 1939-40
fiscal vear, for these estimates are
already in and the money is sure to
be spent. Also, for three lines of
activity—direct public works, loans
and investmenls, and public roads, I
must include two Hoover years—1931
and 1932. As both these Hoover
vears resulted in heavy deficits—
$684,000,000 in 1931 and $1,372,000,-
000 in 1932—they don’t serve to
brighten the picture. But, by and
large, I can use the Houver shadows
and gtill show that the Roosevelt bil-
lions haven’t been wasted, in the
main. Thus, for 10 years—1931-1940
—direct public works cost a total of
$4,005,000,000, and even the bitterest
anti-New Dealer will admit that the
country is supplied with improve-
ments of a permanent nature that are

the result of this spending. Next we|

come to the government’s loans and
investment, and we find—again from
1931 to 1940—that we spent $3,234,-
000,000-—all of it secured and re-
coverable. Next, public roads—from
1931 to 1940—cost $2,424,000,000,
and again I feel safe in saying the
money was well spent. We now leave
the 1931 and 1932 years out of the
figuring, as we are to touch on Roose-
velt’s own outlays—CCC, WPA and
Public Works Grants. The Civilian

seriously hold the young men in these
CCC camps haven’t earned the money
it cost to keep them there? WPA
construction—you see the benefits
everywhere, cost a total of $2,687,-
000,000. And, finally, Puhlic Works
Grants, from 1934 to 1940, cost $1,
523,000,000, The grand total: $16,-
423,000,000, every dollar of it repre-
senting real values to the people.
Accepting the figure for the total
deficit—from 1931 to 1940—as $27,-
279,000,000 we have what’s called a
non-recoverable deficit of $10,856,000,
of which about $3,000,000,000 wag in-
curred in the last years of Hoover’s
administration, This “loss” includes
expenses of the government, relief to
the unemployed, help for the farm-
erg, help for business, appropriations
for the army, navy and air force,
and so on, during 10 years. With our
national income last year at $60,000,-
000,000—a low year, by the way-—we
find that our war on depression un-
der the leadership of the President
has cost us the net national income
of something like 60 days. When I
examine such obvious facts I find lit-
tle reason to grow hysterical. The
country hasn’t gone to the dogs, and
I doubt it will. We have spent money
—true, but we haven't bankrupted
ourselves. I’ve shown that to be true
in many previous articles.
LS

Father Coughlin says and writes fhat
the Church 1s being persecuted In Mex-
ico. Is he telling the truth?

Coughlin lies, ag usual. Our am-
hassador to Mexico, Josephus Daniels,
is an honest authority on Mexico, and
here’s what he says:

“There is no persecution of the
church today in Mexico. ... The
churches are open throughout Mex-

ico. . . .”
g %

Is there any truth in the report that
anti-Fascist editors have a copy of the
general orders issued by the head of
‘he Crusaders White Shirts? 1 under-
stand this document tells how the coun-
try is to be turned into a Fascist heaven.
Can you give us the text of the order?

George W. Christians, commander-
in-chief of the Crusader White
Shirts, has issued a general order to
his organization, a copy of which was
obtained by Dr. L. M. Birkhead, of
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Kansag City, Mo. Birkhead, as my
readers know, is a tireless enemy of
Fascism and a brave fighter for de-
mocracy. It’s through Birkhead’s
efforts that I'm able to supply my
readers with the plan already worked
out for turning the country into a
vast concentration camp., Here it is,
and it’s authentic:
CRUSADER WHITE SHIRTS
General Orders:
© No unit of the Crusader White
Shirts should attempt any positive
action until it has been thoroughly
drilled and officered and perfect
discipline ‘has been obtained, nor
should it attempt to move until it
is sufficiently strong to accomplish
its purpose without any chance of
failurc.

The first objective should be to
take control of the local govern-
ment in the following manner:
March in military formation to and
surround the governmental build-
ings. Then, by sheer numbers and
a patriotic appeal, force the officials
to accept and act under the direc-
tion of an economic adviser appoint-
ed by the President of the C.F.E.L.
This adviser’s first duty will be to
repudiatc the public debt and
utilize the payments assigned there-
to for the public welfare.

Dishonest officers should imme-
diately be brought to justice. You
should remember. that most politi-
cians are unfamiliar with modern
business methods, and that their
accounts are apt to be badly mud-
dled and may be short ... [sen-
tence illegible.]

When this is accomplished, Cru-
sader White Shirts should assist
law enforcement -officials in main-
taining the kind of order we. con-
sider essential,

Preparations should then be made
at once for the Crusade to Wash-
ington. Crusader White Shirts
requisitions will be furnished for
the purpose of obtaining funds and
other things needed. This work
should be assigned to a thoroughly
truthworthy and carefully instruct-
ed X commitiee.

Generous donations can be ob-
tained from most people for the Cru-
sadc by merely appealing to their
patriotism. However, a patriotic
appeal will probably net have much
effect on the people who have most
of the money nowadays. There will
be a great temptation to use a few
pineapples to loosen up those fat
pocketbooks, but this temptation

should be righteously resisted.

As soon as you are fully equipped
to go to Washington, report Lo Lhe
Commander-in-Chief of the Cru-
sader White Shirts at Chattanooga,
Tennegsee, stating the number of
men, how equipped and the time re-
quired to reach Washington, but do
not move until ordered. Nothing
must fail.

This is a lawful organization and
it can not bhe stopped by lawful
means. If anyone uses unlawful
means to start a fight, just be sure
that YOU finish 1c.

Read these orders VERY carefully.
Strike hard straight and swiftly.
Get what you start out to get.
Signed: Geo. W. Christians
Commander-in-Chief,
Crusader White Shirts,
Pregident, Crusadera for Economic

Liberty.

Does all this sound fantastic and
laughable? Don’t laugh too soon.
Remember, Hiller's orders that went
out to his followers in Germany, be-
fore he grabbed power, sounded as
ridiculous. In those days shrieks of
laughter were heard all over Ger-
many from the republican elements,
who felt the whole spectacle was too
funny for words. They ridiculed Hit-
ler, called him a nut and a lunatic
—and, in due course, either ran away
from the eonntry or landed in a con-
centration camp, where they were tor-
tured and even murdered. I always
advise my readers never to laugh at
anything a Fascist does. If the above
general orders sound screwy, remem-
ber it takes a large degree of screwi-
negy to label oneself a Fagrist leader
—and such nuts frequently end up
in seats of power. The lesson we have
learned—through bitter experience—
is never to laugh at the pretentions
of any Fascist leader, however ec-
centric and fantastic. Take them
seriously. And, by all meangs, prepare
to liquidate such propaganda by do-
ing your utmost to build up a depend-
able, progressive, anti-Fageist press.
There’s our real salvation, for with-
out mass support the Fasecists can’t
get very far. A free press can be
uscd, in legitimate ways, to keep the
masses so well informed regarding
conditions that they won’t be the easy
vietims Faseists expect them to be.
An informed body of citizens can
save the country’s democratic institu-
tions, if it can be educated to the
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truth of what’s going on. A free
press isn’t everything, by any means,
but it’s an indispensable beginning.
I hope my veaders learn the full
meaning of that lesson. I've preach-
ed this sermon often enough, and here
I am going over it again. But I do
it unblushingly, for I know how im-
portant it is. I feel it’s one of my
jobs to keep the anti-Fascists remind-
ed of the grave fact that a free press
is the foundation on which they are
to build the glorivus temple of an
enduring democracy. We must all be
builders. We must back up fine words
with strong d‘sxeds.*

I see that Japan doesn’t want us to
make Guam into a base for our navy
and air force. But wc seem to insist
on going ahead with the job, though up
to this writing Congress hasn’t done
anything definite. I see that France and
Britain are joining us in protests to
Japan about its policies in China.
Doesn’t this mean we’re in some sort of
an alliance with these countries against
Japan? Let’s not forget what George
Washington said about “entangling
alliances.”

The treaty that Japan threw over
in order to attack China also con-
tained the proviso against our forti-
fying Guam. Since Japan, of its own
volition, repudiated its agreement.
why should we be go upset when i*
protests against our going ahead and
making the island available for mili-
tary and naval ends? Japan can’t
have it both ways—kick out a treaty
that binds it against aggression and
then insist that the part of the re-
jected treaty dealing with Guam shall
be regpected. We should go ahead
with our plans, if there are good rea-
sons for making the island a part
of our defense system. It’s true thal
France and Britain have followed
us in protesting firmly against Ja-
pan’s treatment of foreign interests
in China, I hope they are backed up
with proper action—not necessarily
war, but firm, positive action against
the Japanese Fascists. along the lines
of a real boycott of Japanese goods,
an embargo on munitions to Japan,
refusal of any kind of credits, and
even withdrawine the privilege of
using our Panama Canal, If this
means we're in an “entangling alli-
ance” with France and Britain, T
hope it sticks, for the democracies

have been too slow and lazy abont
defending themselves against aggres-
sors like Japan, Germany and Italy.
Whenever such a subject comes up
we're sure to hear George Washing-
ton’s warning against “entangling
alliances,” uttered in his farewell
address. Perhaps the people who
qnote thig don’t know that after
speaking against “entangling alli-
ances,” Washington went right on to
say that we should make use of
“temporary alliances.”” Here are
Washington’s exact words:

“Taking care always to keep our-
selves suitable establishments on a
respectable defensive posture, we
may safely trust to temporary alli-
ances for extraordinary emergen-
cies.”

I think it’s no exaggeration to say
the rise of the three great Faseist
aggressors has presented the demo-
cratic world with an extraordinary
emergency, one which entitles us to
fol'low Washington’s advice and resort
to “temporary alliances.”

LR

I enclose a clipping from The Chicago
Tribune, which, as you can see, is still
pounding away at labor. Please com-
ment- on the article headed “C.LO.
STRANGLES SAN FRANCISCO; IN-
DUSTRIES DIE” Note, please, that the
point of this piecc is that labor troubles
have compelled General Motors Corpor-
ation to move its Sanm Francisco
Chevrolet motor car assembly plant to
Los Angeles, thus causing a loss of
3,500 jobs. i

The story is false. The Chevrolet
assembly plant never was located in
San Franecisco.

L B

?Nh;;t’s your opinion of Lloyd C. Doug-
as

I wrote a piece about his “Green
Light” some months ago, in which I
described him as a master of the art
of dishing up tripe. Bernard Devoto
characterizes him as “a streamlined
Harolkd Bell Wright.” He can say
that again. I don’t intend to waste
any space reviewing his latest book,
“Digputed Passage,” even though it
has all the marks of a best-seller.
It} still be trash, even though it's
moved by the carload.

LR

Please let us have your comments on
the Harry Bridges case. I’'m sure your
newsclip filing system must be crowded
with interesting data.

Harry Bridges, leader of the Pa-
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cific Coast longshoremen and West
Coast director of the C.I.O., entered
this country in 1920, from Australia,
where he was born. He became active
in trade union affairs, in time becom-
ing leader. Through -carelessness,
two applications for citizenship were
permitted to go into default. A third
application is pending. For several
years, Secretary of Labor Perkins
has been deluged with demands that
Mr. Bridges be deported as an alien
who believes in Communism, is 2
member of the Communist party, and
aims to overthrow our government
by force and violence. As Secretary
Perkins said, on January 23, 1939,
there is no evidence linking Bridges
with Communism, She says this was
learned after careful investigations
by the Immigration Service, which is
a branch. of her Departmenmt. The
facte show, therefore, that Rridges
never was a member of the Commu-
nist party and never participated in
that party’s activities. He has been

“guilty” of the usual actions of an

energetic, conscientious labor leader
—organizing workers, leading strikes,
and the like. These acts aren’t 1n
violation of our immigration laws,
nor, as Mrs. Perking said, “ean such
actions be regarded as attempts to
overthrow the government.” There
are two reasons for the great to-do
over Mr. Bridges. First, he is too
honest to sell out, which enrages em-
ployers who have long been accus-
tomed to “solving” their labor
troubles by slipping some graft to &
willing, dishonest union official.
Bridges is absolutely relentless when
he negotiates for his members, and
the record shows numerous conces-
sions to longshoremen, including
higher wages, shorter hours, and bet-
ter conditions generally. He is hated
for his unbending loyalty. Ar}other
reason for sniping at Bridges is the
desire to smear the New Deal. Pro-
teots directed to Seeretary Perkins
are really intended to damage Presi-
dent Roosevelt by giving the public
the false impression that he is in
cahoots with the Communists, thus,
bv inference, branding himself as a
Communist, or at least as a sympa-
thizer. How strange it is that for
about 12 vears Mr. Bridges perform-
ed his duties as a labor leader and

nothing was done by the authorities,

degpite the fact that the administra-
tions were in the hands of conserva-
tive Republicang of the Coolidge-
Hoover . stripe. Reactionary politi-
cians and the congervative press are
working together to do anything to
besmearch the President and his ad-
ministration. The brickbats now be-
ing thrown at Mrs. Perking are in-

tended for the head of F. D. R,
LR

What has been the effect of Nazi rule
on the living standards of the people,
especially the workers? ‘

This is a subject I've written about
for years, as my old readers know.
There are numerous references to
this question in the indexes in the
back pages of my 16 volumes of
questions and answers. Algo, despite
the fact that I have dipped often into
the folder in my newsclip filing sys-
tem that’s devoted to “Nazi Living
Standards” I find a few that are still
to be used. It’s only these items that
I want to draw ou in this piece. As
the late Thomas Masaryk, founder
and first president of Czechoslovakia,
once gaid, “The dictators always look
good until the last five minutes.” It'’s
in the last five minutes that the be-
fuddled vietims come to their senses
and realize they’ve been fooled. Take
the Nazi propaganda about unem-
ployment. Much is made of the fact
.hat all able-bodied Germang are
working, but nothing is said about
‘he appalling fact that most of them
are wasting their labor power in the
armament industry, where they’re
getting the Nazi regime ready for
another immense war that will cost
at least 10,000,000 lives, Unemploy-
ment ean’t be disposed of on sueh A
hasis of national waste. If that pol-
icy were sound, any country could
wolve its economic problems by putting
all its men in the army, or in the in-
dustries that must be kept going in
order to supply the army with what
it needs. In short, the Nazig have
“solved” unemployment by consecript-
ing labor. It’s interesting to note,
according to one item in my news-
clip filing system, that, in the words
~f Dr. Arthur Feiler, former German
~conomisgt but now on the graduate
faculty of the New School for Social
Research, N.Y.C. that “unemploy-
ment insurance premiums, -which
were increased during the depresgion,
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are sgtill collected at the emergency
rate, and the insurance funds are
used as a source for financing the
armament bills.”” In short, this is
just another Nazi trick to take a
heavy portion of the expense of arm-
ing the Third Reich out of the hides
of the workers. Dr. Feiler writes
that real wages have constantly de-
clined since Hitler came to power,
adding:

“There has been a marked deter
ioration of quality of consumers’
goods . . . and the scarcity of many
products necessitates the purchase
of more expensive substitutes ...
the workers carry a constantly larg-
er share of the mounting tax bur-
den which absorbed 24.6 percent of
the national income in 1937, In ad-
dition to taxes, there are ‘contribu-
tions’ in endless variety, and no-
body is free to refuse to make them
—to the Nazi party and to all of its
various subdivisions,”

This, needless to say, can’t con-
tinue indefinitely. There’s bound to
be a limit—a “last five minutes.”

L L

Do you think there’s any chance of the
G.0.P. nominating Hoover for Presi-
dent in 19402

Lord ’erbert ’oover seems to have
the presidential bee in his chapeau,
judging hy the way he’s cavorting
with the boys and slashing away at
the New Deal. Or, maybe he’s only
trying to control the party machin-
ery and thus be able to dictate who
the candidate is to be. However, if
he thinks he stands a chance he’d
better examine the report of Fortunc
magazine’s sampling of public opinion
on the following:

“Regardless of your own party
afliations, which of the following
men would be your choice for Presi-
dent in 1940?”

The replies:
Dewey- ......... Feae i
Vandenberg
LaGuardia

Landon

I donw’t think there’s a man in the
above list who could stand a chance
against Roosevelt if he were to run
for a third term. LuaGuardia could

. Sterilized.”

do a fair job, but I doubt he'd even
consider running against Rooscvelt.
Dewey—the boy scout of politics—
is leading, but not by much of a mar-
gin, which would indicate that the
Republican party doesn’t expect its
glorified cop to defeat Roosevelt after
the way Lehman whipped Dewey for
Governor of ﬁow York Statc.

I agree with your statement that the
President made a good choice when he
named Prof, Felix Frankfurter to the
Supreme Court of the United States. I
wonder if the public was pleased with
the appointment?

On January 28, 1939, Dr. George
Gallup, director of the Institute of
Public Opinion, announced the results
of a nation~wide survey of rank and

| file voters who had been asked:

“Do you think Felix Frankfurter
will make a good United States
Supreme Court judge?”

The vote of those with opinions:

Yes, 82 percent; No, 18 percent.
dook h

Do you recommend Japanese shaving

brushes?

No, and for two reasons. First, I
believe in boycotting Japanese goods,
because of that government’s aggres-
sion in China. Second, Dr. John L.

‘Rice, Health Commission, N.Y.C., is-

sucd a warning to dealers and users,
late in January, 1989, that a large
number of Japanese shaving brushes
distributed from N.Y. to various
partg of the U.S, have been found to
be infected with anthrax, They are
stamped “Japan 832" and “Imperial,
Consumers - should be
warned and (12 th:ir guard,

I suppose you heard Hitler’s speech to
his. puppet Reichstag on January 30,
1939. In it he said his regime wasn’t
opposed to the Christian church. Please
comment, .

It all depends what Hitler means
by the Christian church. We get a
fair idea from the words of Hans
Kearrl, Reichgminister for Church Af-

fairs:

“There has arisen a new author-
ity as to what Christ and Christian-
ity really arc—that is, Adolf Hit-
ler . .. “Adolf Hitler ... is the
true Holy Ghost.”

. L
Which country, in the opinion of the
American people, will bring on the war
that’s getting nearer day by day?
Dr. George Gallup, director of the
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American Institute of Public Opinion,
repurled on Januwary 81, 1939, that
his organization had conducted a na-
tion-wide survey of the American peo-
ple on the question:

“If there is such a war [a World
War], which country do you think
will be responsible for starting it?”
The answers:

Germany alone ................... 62%
Italy alone ....................... 12
Germany and Italy .............. 20
Total~—Germany, Italy or both ,... 94
All others ..........cocvviiiinn.. 6

Another question asked was:
“If there is such a war, do you

think the United States will be
drawn in?”
The answers:
Yes .. 57%
NO it i i i e e 43

In the middle of 1937 Dr. Gallup
asked a cross-section of the American
public whether or not they expected
a major European war within the
next 12 months. This, let me add,

~was before Hitler’s absorption of
Austria and the Sudetenland of
Czecho-Slovakia. The result, at that
time, showed that only 16 persons in
every 100 expected such a war, But
January, 1939, shows a great change.
Sentiments now is divided as follows:
Yes, 44 percent; No, 56 percent. This
shows a growing feeling among our
people that a great war is in sight,
to be caused (in the opinion of 94
percent of the persons asked) by
Germany, Italy or both, Notice from
the above that hardly any part of
the American public looks on the
Soviet Union ay an aggressor, as a
government likely to bring on a war.
Despite the efforts of the Fascists
and other reactionaries to give the
impression, through adroit propagan-
da, that Russia has designs on the
world, the public sensibly holds to
the opinion that such representations
lack validity and that, instead, war
should be looked tor from the two
great gangsters, Hitler and Mussolinl.
I have quoted the results of the sur-
veys of Dr. Gallup and others, in-
cluding Fortune magazine, because 1
consider them to be of extreme im-
portance to students of current
trends. And, while I’'m at it, let me
add that of the scores of questions
I've rveported on I can recall only
two in which I felt the majority were

in the wrong. The facts show that
in a democracy, where the peopla
have facilities for the dissemination
of news and ideas, the masses can be
relied on to show sound sense. It’s
of tremendous value to show, at each
step of the way, what the people in
a democracy think on great social,
ceconomic, political and internation-
al questions, Thus far, the surveys
have been honest and accurate, if
I'm any kind of a judge. Being real-
ists (as shown by numerous surveys
of opinion) the American people are
moving far away from the stupid
isolationism which some politicians
seem to think is the accepted policy
of the majority of Americans. The
people of the U.S. look facts in the
Tace and know we are living in grave
times, with democracy slated as the
ultimate vietim of the Brutalitarians.
They know that Franco and England
are facing serious days, and should
Fascism succeed in crushing them
we'll be compelled to resist the iron
fist of Fascism on our own Hemi-
sphere -and eventually on our own
Continent. For that reason, we Amer-
icans who take our democracy seri-
ously must show readiness to help
other democraciey in their hours of
peril. We showed the worst kind of
stupidity in declaring an embargo
against Loyalist Spain, thus depriv-
ing the legitimate government of its
legal right to purchase arms, while
all along the haters of democracy,
Italy and Germany, were pouring
almost limitless supplies of munitions
into Fascist Spain for the purpose
of crushing a smaller and newer de-
mocracy before tackling the greater
and older ones of France and Eng-
tand. We mustn’t make that eriminal
blunder again, and, judging by the
reports of competent writers on the
situation in the White House, Presi-
dent Roosevelt realizes the peril and
seeks, short of war, to help the de-
mocracies while (hey’re gcetting ready
to resist the Fascist aggressors. It's
our duty to gell France and England
all the airplanes, and other munitions,
that we can turn out for their fight-
ing forces. We must do this not only
for ideological reasons but for the
very sound reason of wanting to save
our own hides. As someone well
aquotes the President, France iy our
first line of defense. When France
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falls, the line will draw closer to our
land. Intelligent selfishness should
compel us to recognize this fact and
act accordingly. Whatever facilities
we have at our command should be
made available to the democratic
powers, especially our geniug for
turning out airplanes on a mass-pro-
duction fbasis. As these countries
draw more and more on our facilities
we are enabled to expand our air-
plane industry, thus building a tre-
mendously powerful arm of dJdefense
for the day when we ourselves are
compelled to face the Fasecist militar-
ists. France and England soon may
- be facing the combined might of Hit-
ler and Mussolini, It would be idiotic
if we were to take the position that
their quarrel doesn't concern us in
any way, that we should “stay at
home” and “tend our own knitting”
—ideas which Hitler and Mussolini
approve in toto. The American peo-
ple are too sensible to be taken in by
such rot. They properly suspect that
if we were to take a stand for com-
plete indifference to what happens
when the Fascists attack democracies
we’d be putting our own heads on the
block. That’s why I say, as a matter
of pure selfishness, we should do
everything in our power to enable the
democratic powers to resist Fascist

attacks.
g e

*

I agree with you that we should boy-
cott Japanese goods. Pleasy explain
how it is that certain Japanese imports
carry on them the words: “Made in
USA”? :

The explanation is that Japan
shrewdly renamed one of its cities
USA, thus getting the right to use
the words my reader objects to. Such
a subterfuge—meant to deceive Amer-
ican consumers—shouldn’t be allowed
by the authorities, Japan also has an
island where matches are made, and
in order to deceive consumers it
changed the island’s name to Sweden,
thus being able to print on its match-
hoxes, “Made in Sweden.” A Japa-
nese village was named Macclesfield,
after the famous silk center, and now
marks its output “Macclesfield Silk.”

W ke

The other day I heard Mrs. Eleanor
Reosevelt make a little speech in a
news reel, and when she came to “in-
fantile paralysis” she pronounced the
first word “in-fan-tile,” with the accent

on the first syllable. Is this right?

It’s the firgt choice of Webster’s
New International Dictionary, which
also permits the last syllable to be
pronounced “ill.”

e o L
In his February 1, 1939, broadcast Her-
bert Hoover used, at least a dozen times,
the word “ideology.” He pronounced it
“id-e-o0l-o0-gee,” the first syliable as in
idiot. Is this correct?

Webster’s New International Diec-
tionary prefers the first syllable “eye”
and the gecond “dee,” with the accent
on “eye.)”” Hoover’s pronunciation is
permissible, but not preferred. Per-
sonally, I wince when I hear the word
used Hoover’s way. Strange to say,
this word was first used in political
writings by Karl Marx, who meant
it to be satirical. He liked to describe
a get of visionary ideas, or collections
of intellectual bunk, as “ideology.”
But the world, in laking over the
word, prefers to make it mean any
organized 'scheme or pattern of ideas.
The word also has had its place in
philosophy for more than a century,
having been used by Destutt de Tracy
(1754-1836) to describe Condillac’s
theory of the origin of ideas, 'which
derives them exclusively from sensa-
tion. Now, we use the word mainly
in the political sphere, suech as tha
ideology of Fascism, or Communism,
or democracy, and the like. But
Marx’s acceptance of the word—as
visionary speculation, empty theoriz-
ing, or an impractical system of
theories—is definitely out. The word
“bunk” seems to fit better here, and
is never misun\derrstoo%

e e
Did independence for Ireland give the
country a free press, free thought and
free discussion?

The Dublin government, under
Prime Minister Eamon de Valera,
soon after it won home rule, wrote
into the Constitution that Ireland is
a Roman Catholic country. The same
document guarantees freedom of wor-
ship to other gects, but it cracks down
on anything in print that’s not ac-
ceptable to the Roman Catholic
Church. So far as intellectual lib-
erty is concerned, Ireland is still liv-
ing in the Dark Ages. Conditions
are far worse than they were in the
days of British rule, when it was
possible for a person to express him-
self on religion, liberalism, birth con-
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trol, and the like, without being
threatened with fine and imprison-
ment. Ireland is a priest-ridden coun-
try in which a censorship exists
that’s every bit as bad as the worst
intellectual repression in the most
brutal Fascist country. The dogma-
tisms of the Roman Catholic Church
are protected by the policeman’s elub
and by a censorship that is merei-
less and ruthless. Orthodoxy in re-
ligion, politics and morals must be
maintained in harmony with the
bigoted standards of a Torquemada.
When Ireland was under British rule
I never had any trouble shipping my
books into the country, but today
I'm always finding the most inno-
cent -publications barred, let alone
works on Freethought, Rationalism,
sexology, and the like. Not only do
the censors keep out books that repre-
gsent the Left but they have banned
such works as “Anthony Adverse,”
Louis Bromfield’s “The Strange Case
of Miss Annie Spragg,” Christopher
Morley’s “Thunder on the Left,” and
“Three Comrades,” by Erich Maria
Remarque. The ban on Morley’s book
is delicious, for if over there was 2
milk-and-water author who never ex-
pressed an idea capable of offending
the most correct parson such a man
is the great Christopher Morley, and
yet he has been put on the index, I
suppose it’s that word “Left” in the
title that scared the censors. Even
a magazine like the American Physi-
cal Culture isn’t permitted to enter
the country because of its “daring”
pictures of men in jock-straps and
women in form-fitting bathing suits.
Today’s Ireland is so medieval that
consors, acting under the authority
of the State, demand that proofs of

books be submitted in advance before|

they may be printed anywhere in the

Jand ruled by Eamon de Valera’s

government, Newspapers don’t have
to go through this routine—for me-
chanieal rcagons, naturally —but they
have to watch their step. They have
been warned by the Prime Minister
that the same kind of cengorship im-
posed on book publishers will be visit-
-ed on the daily press if the publish-
ers don’t watch out, for orthodoxy
must be preserved. The government’s
board of censors can’t be questioned
even in court, its decision being ﬁna_'l.
Ireland, as a Catholic country, is

choking out every semblance of free
intellectual life. Books which ecircu-
late in every free country in the
world are banned in Ireland because
of the power of the Catholic hier-
archy. Writers aren’t even permitted
to say they favor birth control, let
alone impart contraceptive informa-
tion to the rcading public.
o R

Can you recommend a book that will
give me an inside view of convent life?

The best one I know of—because
It’s so truthful and sincere—is “For-
gotten Women,” by Mrs. Ellen Price,
who for years was a nun under the
name of Sigter Mary Ethel. The book
sells at $1 per copy. Order your copy
direct from Mrs. Ellen Price, Box 65,
Middleton, Idaho. .
Hitler says that “never have German
soldiers fought on American soil unless
it was in the cause of independence and
freedom.” Please comment,

Apparently Hitler doesn’t know
history. All American schoolboys
know about the Hessian mercenaries
who fought against the revolutionary
army. They were so bloodthirsty that
cven the British who were paying
them protested against their behav-
ior. The French patriot, Mirabeau,
when told of what the Hessians were
doing in the American colonies, pro-
tested:

“What new madness is this? Alas,
miserable men, you burn down not
the camp of any enemy, but your
own hopes. Germans! What brand
do you suffer to be put upon your
forchead? You war against a peo-
ple who have never wronged you,
who fight for a righteous cause and
get you the noblest pattern. . ..
There is mo crime like the crime
against the freedom of the people.”

There were other Germang who
fought for the Revolution and for the
Union in the Civil War., They were
the kind of men who, living in Nazi-
land, would be persecuted by Hitler
and his DBrutalitarians, for lheir De-
lief in democracy, liberalism, liber-
tarianism and humanitarianism.

e o
I am grateful to you for introducing me
to your newsclip filing system, which
has been a great help to me. I begin
to understand how you manage to draw
on so much data from newspapers and
magazines, However, there is one fea~
ture about your work that puzzles me.
I notice that you quote from hundreds
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of books. As your quotations or refer-
ences are so apt, it occurs to me that
you must have worked out a special sys-
tem for bringing out material from
books just when you need it. Can you
explain it to me?

The important thing about my
work—you see, I write more than
60,000 words each month—ig to get
it organized. It’s like any other
job. Plumbers, carpenters, machin-
ists, etc., must be masters of their
toolg, if they’re to get anything
done. The same goes for any writer,
student, teacher, lecturer, and the
like. I have worked out a simple
method  of identifying the material
found in books—material I feel sure
Pll want to use at some future time.
Let’s suppose, just by way of illus-
tration, that I'm reading a book on
war and that page 299 containg a
comment or quotation by Prof. Ein-
stein. I know I’'ll want it at one
time or another. I immediately reach
over and get one of my tabs—I like
to call themn H-J Mark-a-Tabs, be-
cause I know of no one else who uses
this  simple, never-failing, effective,
helpful plan to spot facts, dates, com-
ments, opinions, arguments, ete., in
the books one reads, A tab is a
strip of gummed paper, 14/16ths of
an inch wide and two inches long.
The tab is scored in the middle, which
enables me to fold it over. I then wet
both ends and paste them to the page
I want identified for future use. This
leaves me a tab that extends from the
page for almost an inch, plenty of
space on which to write: “PEACHE,
EINSTEIN.” When I want that
quotation I reach for the book and,
bang! it’s facing me, practically yell-
ing at me. This system of mine was
worked out to meet my needs as a
writer who wants to identify. every-
thing important he meets in books
or magazines, and tab them in such
a way that the desired material may
be reached in as little as 10 seconds.
These H-J Mark-a-Tabs have a hun-
dred uses. You can use them on
books and magazines, as outlined
above, or you ean. use them on the
sides or tops of loose-leaf note books,
ledgers, filing systems, as price tags,
signals, and so on. It’s funny how a
simple, little trick can save a person
endless time and effor&.‘

Will vou accept advertising for a well-

recommended proprietory medicine
which is able to produce many convine-
ing testimonials?

No. I don’t care to run patent medi-
cine advertising of any kind. The
Freeman is a good advertising medi-
m for legitimate announcements. The
rate—only $5.60 per column inch—
is extremely low. To save hookkeep-
ing, remittances should accompany
order. .

ok %

Has Stalin ever expressed himself on
the anti-Semitism of Hitler?

Joseph Stalin has, on several oc-
casions, made clear the fact that the
U.S.S.R. refuses to permit race-bait-
ing of any kind. His most forceful
statement on this subject was issued
on January 12, 1931, when he was
asked for an expression of opinion by
the Jewish Telegraph Agency of
America. He eaid:

“Replying to your enquiry, nation-
al and race chauvinism is a survival
of the man-hating ethics character-
istic of the period of cannibalism.
Anti-Semitism, as an extreme form
of race chauvinism, is the most
dangerous survival of cannibalism.
Anti-Semitism benefits the exploiters
for it serves as a lightning conduc-
tor to divert from capitalism the
blows of the toilers. Anti-Semitism
is dangerous for the toilers, for it
is a false track which diverts them
from the proper road and leads them

into the jungle. Hence, Commu-
nists, as consistent international-
ists, cannot but be irreconcilable

and bitter enemies of anti-Semitism.

In the U.S.S.R. anti-Semitism is

strictly prosecuted as a phenomenon

profoundly hostile to the Soviet sys-
tem. According to the laws of the

U.S.8.R, active anti-Semites are

punished with death.”

This position taken by Stalin and
the Soviet Union is in sharp contrast
to what’y happening in Hitler’s mad-
house and in the Russia of the days
of the czars. Anyone who expresses
puhbliely sentiments of hatred for
other races is guilty of a crime and
is subject to a jail sentence anywhere
in the Soviet Union; and anyone who
commits an overt act against another
race—such as stirring up mob action
or attempting to lead or participate
in any kind of a pogrom-—ig subject
to the death penalty. Tn Hitler’s Ger-
many today the government itself
keeps burning the fires of racism and
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actually organizes mobs to destroy
and kill. The German people are
paying bitterly for their lack of vigil-
ance in the days when Hitler was
reaching for power. The Nazis were
laughed at by many liberal-minded
intellectuals. The Jews refused to
belisve it possible that the lies and
libels of Hitler could be accepted by
civilized Germans. Poor, deluded peo-
ple! They didn’t realize that Hitler
was aiming his hate-philosophy at an
entirely different public—a world
below the surface of normal German
life, an intellectual underworld in-
babited by gangsters, hoodlums, per-
secutors, and exploiters. The leaders
of Republican Germany laugheq at
the poor grammar Hitler used in his
speeches and his book, “Mein Kampf.”
But the cultural underworld drank
in every word Hitler uttered, because
it was the only language it could un-
derstand. Hitler printed the forged
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, and
the liberal and progressive newspa-
pers and magazines ignored the docu-
ment because they knew it was a
fabrication of the ezar’s secret police,
but the intellectual hoodlums Hitler
appealed to believed it: Hitler spread
lies and ealumnies right and loft,
and hardly any attempts were made
o expose them. The liberal, democratic
world has learned its bitter lessom.
In this country, for example, the pro-
gressive people who hate all forms of
Nazism and racism are on the alert
to expose and challenge every lie ut-
tered by any would-be dictator or
Fascist agitator. The Rev. Geralg B.
Winred got a sample of this watch-
fulness during the 1938 senatorial
campaign in Kansas, when he was
greeted with a flood of printed mat-
ter that branded him as a liar, race-
baiter, and subtle promoter of Naz-
ism. Father Coughlin is now in the
limelight with his support of anti-
Semitism, but he has found that the
thinking people of this country are
watching every word that comes from
his mouth or pen. His lies are ex-
posed as fast as they leave his lips.
The liberal world is on its toes, watch-
ing, challenging, and avoiding no
phase of the controversy. This is a
sign of health. This attitude must
be continued. It means that no race-
baiter will be permitted to advance

tlemged.

anti-Semitism and Fasecism without
having each of his sentences analyz
and answered. We refuse to laugh
at silly forgeries, We know how dan-
gerous they can be. We refuse to shut
our eyes to such lies as the one that
presents Benjamin Franklin as an
anti-Semite. My readers know how
this hoax has been exposed complete-
ly and unangwerably. The educated
people refused to hide in an Ivory
Tower., They stepped into the arena
of public discussion and did their
duty. Historians joined hands to ex-
pose a dangerous lie. That was an-
other sign of health. Other lies will
appear from month to month, but they
won’t. be permitted to pass unchal-
The American people are
going to be kept informed from first
to last, and in this work all liberal,
progressive editors know they can de-
pend on the anti-Faseist public in the
U.S. to render moral and financial
support in their educational efforts.
The men and women in the rank and
file want to do their part in the
great war to keep the legions of the
Dark Ages from making progress in
a country that’s dedicated to freedom,
progress and toleration. Yes, we've
learned our lesson. We know now
that silence can be dangerous. Lies
must be answered. The white light of
publicity must be turned on every
Coughlin or Winrod who attempts to
inject the poison of Nazi anti-Semi-
tism into the American blood-stream.
e R o

Are our Negroes improving their rate
of literacy?

In 1900 45 percent of all American
Negroes were illiterate. Ry 1930 the
rate was reduced to 12 percent, If
the more backward parts of certain
Southern States would spend as much
per capita on Negro children as on
the whiteg this showing would be im-
proved materially during the next
few years.

o R
Send $2 for a year;f H-J News-Letter.
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What beeame of the thousands of Ital
ians moved from Italy to Ethiopia?

According to official reports, Mus-
solini moved 198,344 Italian workers
and farmers to Ethiopia, where they
were expected to colonize the newly
acquired land and produce wealth in
abundance, But it didn’t work out
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according -to schedule. The New
Muasses, January 17, 1939, reprints a
statement from France Monde, Paris,
that 93 percent of these colonists, or
185,888, have gone back to Italy.
“The workers,” it says, “preferred
unemployment at home to the hard-
ships encountered in Il Duce’s ‘prom-
Ised land’”
*

What percentage of the Ametrican peo-
ple favor a boycott of Nazi gooads?

According to a survey conducted
by the American Institute of Public
Opinion, in January, 1939, 61 per-
cent of our people favor boycotting
German goods.

* k3
Is it true that one of Adolf (Pansy)
Hitler's scientists has decided, after
considerable research, that he and his
fellow Nordics have the most kissable
mouths in the world?

Yes, that’s true. Youw'll find this
tremendous discovery in “New Bases
for Racial Research,” by Hermann
Gauch, a Nazi professor. Here are
his precise words:

The Nordic mouth is superior to
any other kind. Inasmuch as red is
an attractive color in itself, the
clear redness of the Nordic mouth
exudes a great power of attraction,
and awakens a desire for conquest
and for kisses. As a matter of fact
the Nordic mouth simply calls for a
kiss. The non-Nordic mouth, on the
other hand, with its thick open lips
manifests sexual desire, and, ac-
companied by a wild, evil and sar-
castic look, makes one think only
of lubricious orgics.

Hitler should dissolve that one in
hig douche-bag.
O
1 heard a short-wave broadcast from
Nazi Germany the other day, im which
it was asserted that the regime never

resorts to torture. Please comment,
That denial will fool no student of
affairs. I have, during the past six
years, printed hundreds of columns
of facts which brand the Nazi Bru-
talitarians as mass-murderers. The
evidence is convinecing, Only a lying
propagandist would try to deny the
truth. The other day, January 12,
1939, 1 read a summary of a speech
on Nazi savagery delivered by Hein-
rich Bruening, former chancellor of
Germany, and now on the faculty of
Harvard, from which I quote:
“] cannot cven tell the story of

the secret state police and the fate

of many of my dearest friends. It

is hard to imagine to what depths
human depravity can sink. ...

“Cells have been lined with elec-
tric light bulbs so a prisoner feels
as though he were dying of thirst.
At the same time he is forced
to listen continually fo recorded
speeches of Goering,

“Yery few persons can stand that
for more than three or four months,
Persons cannot stand this modern
system of torture, this continual
fright. . . . After three days of
it I have seen a man come out look-
ing like a man of 70 with whitened
hair.” :
Naturally, propagandists have to

gloss over such appalling situations,
and the best thing to do, under the
circumstances, is to deny they exist.
Or, if one has a mind to, he can use
the method adopted by a London re-
ligious journal, Church Times, which
told how that delightful humanitar-
ian, King John, tortured his vietims
without the slightest feeling of mal-
ice or hatred. Here’'s how the
Church Times worded it:

“The popular account of King
John’s financial dealings with Jewry
is that he imprisoned wealthy He-
brews and had their teeth extracted
in instalments until they yielded
to his extortions. In all this, how-
ever, there are extenuations for
King John. The Government had to
be maintained out of the royal
patrimony. There was then no com-
prehensive and well-ordered system
of rates and taxes. Nor did he de-
prive them of the means of liveli-
hood or cause them to be ‘bheaten
up.” His teoth-drawing was not sad-
istic, but a practical and compara-
tively mild way of exercising fi-
nancial pressure, There was noth-
ing malicious or destructive in it.”

It must have cheered the prison-
ers when they were told their teeth
were being yanked out in the spirit
of love, that it was all done construe-
tivly and without malice. It com-
forts one to know that such acts are
done lightly, artistically, and imper-
sonally.

e

Is it true that our national debt is
limited to $45,000,000,000 by the Consti-
tution?

No, However, it’s a fact that we
are held to the debt limit you name.
In 1917, Congress passed a statute
which says our national debt mustn’t
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go beyond $45,000,000,000. However,
since Congress set the limit it has the
power to change it.

s %
How many workers and establishments
do we need to take care of our food in-
dustry?

In 1938, the food industry (which
employs every third person directly
or indirectly, full time or part
time) required 48,936 food proces-
sors  employing 970,000 people;
862,289 retail stores with 1,158,000
workers; thousands of wholesalers,
employing 3892,000; 1,250,000 restau-
rant workers. Total pay-roll in these

departments of the food industry,
$1,651,498,000.
L

List the countries from which immi-
grants may enter the U.S. free of quota
restrictions.

Canada, Mexico, Newfoundland,
Haiti, Cuba, Dominican Republic,
Republic of Panama, and all Central
and South American independent
countries.

* %

Are the questions in the H-J News-
Letter just a rehash of subjects treat-
ed in your volumes of questions and
answers? If not, I would be interested
in a subscription,

The material uged in the H-J News-
Letter is entirely original. Under no
circumstanceg would I consider edit-
ing a periodical that isn’t devoted to
fresh topies. Nothing would kill the
H-J News-Letter faster than to turn
it out indifferently. This new publi-
cation is a serious project and I aim
to make it an important medium. As
a general thing, the H.J News-Let-
ter will devote itself to consumers’
problems, while The Freeman will
cover a more general field, including
international affairs, race-baiting,
Fascism, democracy, Freethought,
and the like,

* L

I agree with you when you say Father
Coughlin is a Fascist. But what P’d like
to know is whether or not the Fascists
themselves recognize him as one of
their kind.

TI've alrecady shown that the Naxzis
look on Father Coughlin as an Amer-
ican “hero.” His anti-Semitic, anti-
Roosevelt speeches are usually quoted
generously in Hitler’s press. On Sun-
day, January 16, 1939, Father Cough-
lin, laving off anti-Semitism for once.
turned his guns on Loyalist Spain,

against which he hurled the usual
bunk about “Communism” and closed
with an appeal to his hearers to pour
telegrams into Washington in sup-
port of the Fascist side, the form of
endorsement being a demand that
Congress shall refuse to reconsider
its arms embargo against the Loyal-
ists. Since the Spanish Insurgents
get all the munitions they need from
Hitler and Mussolini, an embargo by
the U.S. can mean ouly vone thing,
and that’s discrimination against the
democratic forces and help for the
Franco Fascists. The next day some-
thing like 100,000 telegrams flooded
Washington, Thig open help for
Fascism drew praise for Coughlin
from Il Reyime Fuscistu, ediled by
Roberto Farinacei, former secretary
of the Fascist Party of Italy. On
January 17, this Fascist newspaper
characterized Coughlin as a man who
“appreciates our line of conduct.
Ttalians cannot fail to expresg their
sympathy to this apostle of Chris-
tianity.” Yes, Coughlin stands high
in Germany and Italy.
LR

Let me suggest that you reprint that
magnificent article about you in the
January, 1939, Public Opinion Quarterly.

Princelon Universily, which pub-
lishes the learned magazine, The
Public Opinion Quarterly, certainly
spread itself when it gave 13 solid
pages to my life, my opinions, and my
work as editor, publisher and writer.
It’s going to take a long time before
my head gets back to normal. Ag for
reprinting it, I've decided the proper
place for it is in an early issue of
the H-J News-Letter. Wateh for it
there. If you’re not a subseriber,
take the hint. And do it now, while
there’s still time to have your sub-
seription begin with Vol. 1., No. 1.
The price? A mere $2 per year, Oh,
yves, while I think of it—a year con-
sigty of 24 igsues.

. B ok

Editer: In regard to the letter of
Harry C. Ryan, appearing in your
March, 1939, issue, T wish to say that I,
for one, should like to see you continue
giving the same amount of space to
readers’ letters as vou have been, and
40 put more instead of less stress on
Freethought. 1 feel that, considering
how few periodicals approach this sub-
ject in the manner of The Freeman, it
cannol be dispensed with, T intend {o
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continue being a regular reader of this
paper, but if Rationalism is to be dis-
regarded, it will lose its greatest appeal
to me. 4

H. DONALD WEISENSALE
McSherrystown, Pa.

e e

Is there any emotional difference be-
tween brunettes and blondes?

No. Nor red-heads. I hope this is
the last time I'm to answer this
question,

e 4 B
Thanks for facts about the Cliveden set.
But you didn’t tell us how to pronounce
it. .
Cleev-den,

Do you consider Joe Penner funny?
No. His “humor” is the saddest
thing Lhat comes over the radio.
oo
How many insurance policies of all
types are in effect in this country?
118,000,000,

y L
Editor: In a recent book, “If I Were
a Jew,” by William Harmon Black,

much valuable information is given con-
cerning the plight of the Jews. 1 would
like to quote a passage: “If there is
unwarranted prejudice against the Jews,
‘ how shall we treat it? What is a fair
remedy, a really effective remedy?. The
writer believes that the only way to

fight anti-Jewish propaganda is to first]

throw the searchlight of truth fall
flare upon it; to give its history, its
motives, its results, the kinds of men
responsible for it, its baleful effects on
the countries that have been guilty of
it, and then to point out that it is a
prairie fire which, started only to burn
up one man’s field, may destroy a
whole territory.” The Freeman is one
of the few papers in this country which
fully exposes and brings to light the
lies of anti-Jewish propaganda. The
above paragraph gives us the reason why
The Freeman should be more widely
read. ’

Whitesburg, T(i;ln. qz}LTON J. DAY

“While I think of it; why has no one
thought to ask Father Coughlin, when
he voeciferously asserts that Nazism
and Fascism were only defense-mecha-
nisms against Communism, against what
was Communism a defense-mechanism?
Clerical and ecapitalistic exploitation?
Our clerical demagogues are careful not
to bring that ;p.”;—W. Matthews, Del.

K
e

Editor: I was greatly impressed b
the manner in which you treated the
Coughlin menace in the March, 1939,
issue of The Freeman. I think it is the
first time that many of us have had any

real information about the actual atti-
tude of the Catholic hierarchy and
clergy towards the Jews. Intolerance to
any group should be handled in the
same way. Any fair-minded person must
inevitably reach the conclusion that a
free press is the only possible method
by which such scourges of humanity as
Coughlin, Winrod, etc., can be success-
fully exposed Im a democratic country.

It is with the painful realization that
you, with too few exceptions, have
borne the brunt of this fight so long,
that I must shake off the feeling of
hopelessness and start fighting again.
I say again, because at one time I took
an active interest in the fight for So-
cial Democracy, folerance and decency.
I was an active stump speaker for the
Socialist party since I came to my
senses after completing my legal train-
ing in 1928. The mental lethargy and
stupidity of the workers caused me to
bhecome discouraged to the point of
cynicism in my dealings with them,
both as a Socialist and as a labor coun-
gsel, T still retain my membership in
the S.P. and L.ID.

With regard to your request for read-
er comment on the limifation of space
on Freethought and readers’ letters in
The Freeman, I should not like to see
space on Freethought THimited. Of
course, the only real solution of the
problem is a greatly enlarged paper so
both may be included. If, as you say.
this is not at present feasihle, fhen
limit the space given to reader-comment
in favor of sgpace devoted to Free-
thought. I am emphatic about this. I
feel that Freethought and free inquiry
in all phases of human endeavor and
thought is the only ultimate salvation
of civilization. Therefore space must
not he limited at the exnense of thaose
things that count most. Of course, 1 do
not imply by this that I agree with
\ everything you say. I sometimes think
that your conclugions are “whacky,” yet,
T must, in all fairness, say that your
facts and conclusions are generally
sound. . . . If T may be of service to
you in your struggle for a free press,
please do not fail to call on me.

BENJAMIN 1. GROSSMAN

Somerville, Mass. "

0

“Qalaries of government executives
are paid by taxation of the American
people. A poll by the American Insti-
tute of Pablic Opinjon showed tihat
Americans were overwhelmingly in fa-
vor of lifting the embargo against dem-
ocratic Spain. But the government of-
ficials who had the power to lift the
embargo ignored public opinion and
were influenced (according to writers in
The Nation and New Republic) by the

Catholic clerical group, who, curiously
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‘enough, do not pay one cent of taxes
although they own millions of dollars
worth of property. Is it any wonder the
masses are distrustful of their leaders?”
~~Reader.

L
Editer: Do you see anything wrong
with the expression “chiroquacker”?

It sounded good yesterday when it first
occurred to me, and it still sounds good.
If you feel about it as I do, I believe
you can make use of it in The Free-
man.
Minneapolis, Minn. E. W. Jackeon
(Editor’s note: It sounds all right to
me. Pl try it out in some pieces I
write on the bunk of chiropractic.)

Editor: As most of your readers re-
gard The Freeman as a light in this
age of superstition, ¥ suggest that you
do not casc up on Frcethought. If the
supernaturally revealed religion cannot
withstand the light of scientific and
controversial discussion it is then in-
complete and dcserves to give way to
something better. Why must its errors
be considered inviolate and its mysti-
cism ever veiled? Civilization in its
upward climb must some day shelve
this unfit veneration and strive to give
reality to its ideals.

On the other point: How can we ex-
press our views on these vital ques-
tions if the few media through which
we can express ourselves be closed? 1
say encourage the readers’ letters,
Arlington, Wash, . M. JOHNSON

L R 3
I agree with your appeal to the Ameri-
can public to boyvcott Nazi goods. 1 sug-
gest that you discuss this subject more
fully.

Every American can boycott the
goody produced in the lands of Fase-
ist aggression. Under Federal law,
all articles must have their source
identified, if they’re to be imported.
Look over cach article carcfully, and
if you 'see that it was made in Ger-
many, Italy or Japan, refuse to buy
it, and be sure to tell the clerk or
manager why. If you should make. a
mistake and buy Fascist merchandise
and not discover it until you get
home, take the goods back and re-
quest an exchange or refund, giving
your reason for the action. Newver
patronize Nazi services of any kind,
including ships. You will find that
most merchants are happy to cooper-
ate once they understand the issue.
If retailers sense large public senti-
ment favoring a boyeott they won’t
risk losing their customers by in-
sulting them with Nazi goods. Many

great department stores are boyeott-
ing Nazi goods, but I'm sorry to say
that other large stores and chains re-
fuse to join in this humanitarian
campaign to keep trade from a coun-
try that is civilization’s sworn foe. I
refer to such eoncerns as W. T. Grant,
S. 8. Kresge Co., S. H. Kress, Mar-
shall Field and Company, Mont-
gomery Ward, and F. W. Woolworth.
So far as I know, Sears Roebuck
handles no German goods. The work
of boycotting Germany is being con-
ducted by the Joint Boyeott Couneil,
151 W. 40th St., N.Y.C,, to whom in-
quiries should be directed for full
lists of goods and services that origi-
nate in the land of the Brutalitarians,
This is a pcaecful way {o DECLARRE
WAR ON HITLER. The boycott can
be a powerful weapon for peace, de-
cency and justice. The Fascist ag-
gressors must have foreign exchange
in order to buy the various raw ma-
terialy needed in their armaments
industry. By refusing to accept their
goods you make it impossible for the
Fascists to buy in as large quantities
as they would if you were to patron-
ize dealers who sell their goods.
That’s why I urge readers to refuse
to buy anything made in Nazi Ger-
many or any other Fascist counlry.
Don’t give Hitler and his brand of
mass-murderers the money that will
help them plunge the world into war
and destruction. There isn’t an arti-
cle imported from Nazi Germany that
can’t be had from American or other
democratic sources. For the sake of
civilization and justice—BOYCOTT
NAZI GERMANY. The Joint Boy-
cott Council has issued a ringing
statement on this subject, from which
I quote:
AMERICANS ON THE ALERT!

Hitler’s agents are disseminating the
poisonous virug of race-hatred and re-
ligious oppression in our country. Re-
cently at -its fifth annual convention,
the German-American Bund, official Nazi
organization in the United States, is-
sued a statement declaring that “ounr
battle ia the battle of all the hundred
million Aryan(white gentile) citizens of
these United States,” and that this bat-
tle “will be won.” Lovers of American
democratic traditions must see to it that
this will never happen here.

LOVERS OF PEACE! Do you wish to
stop Hitler aggression, the cancerous
growth which menaces world peace?
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Do you wish to stem the onward
march of Naezl wmilitarism which has
crushed Austria, overwhelmed the de-
mocracy of Czechoslovakia and is bring-
ing us nearer and mearer to the brink
of world disaster?

FREE MEN! Do you want to become
the victims of Nazi propaganda? Shall
Jews, Catholics, and Protestants, be-
cause of their religious faith, be perse-
cuted as they are in Germany? Shall
our relizious leaders be imprisoned as
were Niemoeller and numerous other
priests in Germany because they refuse
to give up their faith and to subordi-
nate religion to the State?

WORKERS! Do you want to be slaves
of a system of forced labor at coolie
wages? Do you want a government
which forbids wage-increase and perse-
cutes emplovers who raise wages?

Do you know that because of these in-
human long hours, low wages, high
prices, and lack of proper food (because
gnng are more important than butter
in the Nazi Paradise) sickness has in-
creased 30 to 40 percent among workers
and their families as compared with the
worst depression years? 'That under
Hitler’s war prosperity the death-rate
is higher than it was in 1932, when
there were millions of unemployed?

CONSUMERS! Do you know that un-
der Hitler’s “recovery” the consumption
of meat, eggs, and fats, per capita, was
lower in 1937 than in 1932—during the
worst unemployment and depression pe-
riod?

Do you want such Nazi “achieve-
ments” for your families and children?
Do you want food-substitutes and
breadlines?

WOMEN! Do you know that women in
Germany today have no voice in the
community, and that “woman ix man’s
servant,” according to the Nazi Slogan?
German women who under the Republic
occupied prominent paositions in pnhlic
life and in business have been degraded
to subordinate work and are getting
only about half the wages which their
male colleagues receive. The hard-
working, humiliated, undernourished fe-
male workers are also compelled to
bring more and more children into the
world as cannon-fodder for Hitler’s war
program.

MOTHER! Do you want your young
boys and girls to be educated for war
in our schools, as they are in Germany?

Do you know that boys and girls of
10 years of age are compelled to join
the military camps of Hitler’s youth
army?

TAXPAYERS! Do you want your gov-
ernment to tax away 42 percent of the
national income as Hitler does?

AMERICANS! We all want our work-
ers to have a decent standard of living
and good-food; we want our women to
participate as equal citizens in promot-
ing the welfare of our nation.

We do not want war, we want peace!
We therefore fight Nazism and all its
un-American and militaristic activities.

In order to further this humanitarian
BOYCOTT MOVEMENT among readers
of this publication I request you to sign

and mail to my affice the following
pledge:
BE. Haldeman-Julius, Box 168,

Girard, Kansas,

I pledge myself to BOYCOTT all
goods imported from Nazi Germany,
Italy and Japan.

E2E TR

I approve of your constant efforts to
defond and preserve civil rights, the
foundations of our democratic institu-
tions. As you know, conditions regard-
ing civil rights vary in the large and
small cities. Have you any data show-
ing the extent to which civil rights are
observed or violated?

This question has been studied by
the American Civil Liberties Union,
one of my pet organizations. From
its headquarters at 31 Union Square
West, N.Y.C.,, questionnaires were
gsent to the mayor, chief of police,
superintendent of schools and city
counselor, ag well as to correspond-
ents of the Union, in 959 places.
Three hundred and thirty-two replied,
representing a population of over
36,000,000, which is more than half
of the urban population in the U.S.

Ags we can well imagine, conditions
differ widely in various sectiong and
communities. We have civil rights
ptesumably guaranteed to us by our
Congstitution, but this nation-wide sur-
vey shows no city in the U.S. achieves
more than a 50 percent observance, A
special study of 832 cities of over
10,000 population showed that mnot
even those ranked as “very good’—
Cleveland, New York, St. Louis and
39 gmaller communitios—make a
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score of over 50 percent, according
to the A.C.L.U. Revealing a wide
variance in the condition of civil lib-
erties, the report shows that “noth-
ing in geography, economics or poli-
tics yields a yardstick. Regardless of
congtitutions, charters, legislatures,
courts, laws and decisions both fed-
eral and State, civil rights in a com-
munity stand just about as local
forces themselveg maintain them.”
“The right of free gpeech apparent-
ly sufferg less assault than any other,
and, as seems always to have been
the case, the closely related right of
public assembly ig the most univer-
sally disregarded.” Three out of five
cities in the United States make no
more than a “creditable showing” in
observing all the requirements of
complete freedom of speech, press
and assembly, on a rating scale de-
vised by the survey for purposes of
eomparison, the A.C.L.U. reports. In
addition to the 42 cities clagsed as
“very good,” 152 rank “good” and
the remainder are “fair” to “very
bad.” Little Rock, Ark,, New Orleans,
La., Tampa, Fla,, and Jersey City re-
ceived the worst rating. In order of
general excellence, the 13 largest
cities rate as follows: “Very good”:
Cleveland, New York, St. Louis.
“Good”: San Francisco, Milwaukee,
Pittsburgh, “Fair”: Buffalo, Phila-
delphia, Baltimore. “Poor”: Chicago,
Boston. “Very poor”: Detroit, Los
Angeles. Generally, the survey shows
“conditions are probably better in the
Northwest than in other sections of
the country—but not much better. A
greater respect for the Bill of Rights,
by and large, exists in the largest
cities of the country as well as the
smallest, but it iy worse in the mid-
dle-size cities.” Replies fo question-
naires indicated that “the right of
public assembly is less satisfactorily
observed than any of the others.”
Moreover, the Union pointed out,
“the almogst certain faet is that the
situation is worse than the survey
shows. Cleveland is the only city
rated ag ‘very good’ in its handling
of public assemblage, yet even here
Nazis are denied permits for meet-
ings in public schools.” As to free
speech, the survey inquired as to
whether there were local ordinances
or regulations prohibiting the expres-
sion of specified doctrines and wheth-

er gspeakers had been interfered with

.by poliece or private groups takiung

the law into their own hands. All 13
of the biggest cities and almost all
of the others of from 10,000 to 500,-
000 population are rated “good.” On
the freedom of the press issue, which
covered official control of leaflet dis-
tribution and matter sold al npews-
stands, authorities revealed that “al-
most everywhere distribution of leaf-
lets can be barred on the ground that
they litter the streets” As to cen-
sorship of radio, theater and movies,
New York City alone is rated “very
good.” Only Los Angeles, St. Louis
and San Francisco, among the large
cities, report that they have no form
of censorship, state or loecal. All 138
of the biggest cities claim to give
adequate freedom for picketing “de-
spite the record to the contrary in
cortain cities such as Chicago and
Los Angeles.” In cities of the small-
er population groups, picketing condi-
tions are worse on the whole,

The facts certainly prove that even
with our constitutional guarantees,
we lovers of civil freedom musy keep
constantly on guard againsl the en-
croachments of those who have sinis-
ter reasons for wanting to interfere
with our precious rights. The dis-
couraging condition about this ques-
tion of civil rights is the way so
many people accept without protest
the unconstitutional aets of tin-pot,
cockroach-gized  Mussolinis, The
truth, of course, iy that only a minor-
ity cares a hoot what happens to the
Bill of Rights. After all, what do
milliong of ignoramuses care about
the right to free gpeech when they
haven’t anthing to. say? What dv
these same yokely care about /the
building of a free, independent, pro-
gressive, liberal press when they have
available the printed glories of the
Macfadden, Hearst and MeCormick
presses? But the minority that be-
licves in the Bill of Righls is highly
vocal and stands ready to fight for
its preservation. These civil rights—
which have been our most prized
possession for a century and a half—
are still far from becoming living
realities, as the above survey shows.
But at least we’re on our way,
marching in the direction of freedom.
Civil rights can’t be given a people;
they have to be demanded, and even
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then they come in small doses, How-
ever, we have little to complain about,
for we have the power to enforce our
demand for 100 percent civi] liberties.
If we don’t ask for more than 50 per-
cent, under the best conditions, we
have nobody to blame but ourselves.
We need, above all, a powerful, fear-
less, independent press to help defend
our civil liberties. Those cities which
have gome good newspapers—such as
New York, Cloveland and St. Louis
—enjoy greater civil rights than those
cities which are cursed with nothing
but reactionary, liberty-hating, labor-
baiting sheets. The lesson here is to
give support to even more liberal
forms of journalism, for, ag the sur-
vey quotcd above proves, our eivil
libertieg are still to be achieved on a
scale that approaches sincere and
full acceptance of our constitutional
guarantees. Even liberal papers like
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch can’t hide
their indebtedness to the advertising
interests, most leaders of which being
reactionaries who look with suspicion
on any suggestion that the people be
given greater civil rights. The fight
must be carried to its logical conclu-
sion—the creation of a free press
that’s absolutely above and beyond
the influence of the men who reclcase
heavy advertising schedules. I know
I've preached this sermon a hundred
times, but that doesn’t change the
fact that the point is important. A
free press ig needed to serve as a
loyal guardian over our Bill of
Rights.
deo g

How many firms in the U.S. are engaged
in motion picture production?

More than 200.
L .

Editor: In his message to Congress;
January 4, 1939, President Roosevelt
said:

“Storms from abroad directly
challenge three ingtitutions indis-
pensable Lo Americans, now as al-
ways. The first is religion. It is the
source of the other two—democracy
and international good faith. Re-
Hgion, by teaching man his rela-
tionship to God, gives the individual
a sense of his own dignity and
teaches him to respect himself by
respecting his neighbors.”

Is it necessary to bring up again how
Iittle dignity and self-respect the in-
dividnal was permitted to have in the

Age of Faith, and to point out that If
rcligion in itself bred democracy, why'
was there no vestige of democracy dur-
ing the Dark and Middle Ages; not until
the Freethinkers and skeptics began to
appear?

President Roosevelt continued:

“Where freedom of religion has
been attacked, the attack has come
from sources opposed tv democracy.

Where democracy has been over-

thrown, the spirit of free worship

has disappeared. And where re-

Ilgion and democracy have vanishe

ed, good faith and reason in inter-

national affairs have given way to
strident ambition and brute force.

An ordering of society which rele-

gates religion, democracy and good

faith among nations to the back-
ground can find no place within it
for the Ideals of the Prince of

Peace. The U.S. rejects such an or-

dering and retains its ancient faith,

“There comes a time in the af-
falrs of men when they must pre-
pare to defend not their homes
alone but the tenets of faith and
humanity on which their churches,
their governments and their very
" civilization are founded. The de-
fense of religion, of democracy and
of good faith among nations are
all the same fighl., Tu save vne we
must now make up our minds to
save all”

A great many of us are curious to
know exactly what all. this means. If
the President means that every Ameri-
can is entitled to worship as he sees
fit, well and good; no sane person will
quarrel with that, But if he means that
there can be no democracy where there
is no religion, can he blame us for
saying “balderdash”? The most super-
ficial scrutiny of history proves the con-
trary, particularly as to the Roman
Catholic religion. Name any country in
the grip of the Catholic Chaurch, and
do you find democracy there? Did re-
ligion take the side of democraey in
the Spanish struggle?

I am also curious to know just what
is our ancient faith. Another President,
John Adams, said, “This would be the
best of all possible worlds, if there were
no religion in it;” and Thomas Jeffer-
son referred to Christianity as “super-
stition,” calling the clergy ®cannibal
priests.” This should confound those
who claim there can be ne democracy
without religion! This from the Father
of Democracy himself! Can you fancy
a President of our time making such
statements? But of course those were
the days of real American freedom,
when Americans had mnot learned to
quake under the menacing eye of Rome.
Wilmington, Del, W. MATTHEWS
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Is it true that Father Coughlin’s maga-
zine, “Social Justice,”” is printed in a
scab shop?

Yes. Coughlin’s anti-Semitic, anti-
labor publication hasg been put on the
unfair ligt by the Michigan Federa-
tion of Labor. Father Coughlin, un-
til recently semi-Fasecist, is now
completely pro-Faseist. I want to
take this opportunity to discuss an-
other point brought up by several
readers. As I've stated before, Fa-
ther Coughlin isu’t an American citi-
zen. Pro-Coughlinites have challenged
this statement. I want to assure them
the statement is true. Coughlin was
born in Canada of American parent-
age. Under our laws, Coughlin could
have been made an American citizen
had his falher registered the fact at
any American consulate in Canada,
but such a declaration was never
made, which means Conghlin (having
reached his majority in Canada)
automatically became a Canadian
citizen. He hag mever taken out U.S.
citizenship papers in the U.S., insist-
ing he’s a citizen of our country, but
the facts clearly show him to be an
alien—an enemy alien, in fact, be-
cause he hates our democracy, pro-
gressiveness and l.ixf‘bevra‘t;ism.

Rccently, a woman apologist fur Mus-
solini, in a radio address, said I1 Duce’s
tremendous popularity with the masses
is proved almeost daily by the immense
turnouts whenever the chief Fascist
shows up anywhere. What do you say
about this?

The demonstrations are pumped up
affairs, as can be shown from an of-
ficial paper reprinted in Giustiza e
Liberts, the TItalian anti-Faseist
journal published in Paris. The peo-
ple ar eordered to form gigantic dem-
onstrations, and the expense—always
a big item—must be 'béfne by the
common people, who already have been
compelled to accept a lower standard
of living. These “wild” demonstra-
tions are built on threals aud black-
mail. If any readerg have any doubtg
on this point let them read a circu-
lar sent out to various bodies in a city
ahout to be visited by Mussolini. Here
it is:

No, 3669 /36

Object: Visit of the Duce

The news of the impending visit
of the Duce has filled the hearts of
all—city and country folk alike—

Trieste

with deep joy and Ilegitimate
pride; preparations are already un.
der way to demonstrate with timely
manifestations the gratitude and
jubilation of the citizens of Trieste
for the privilege and high honor
bestowed upon them.

The members of the Federation,
cognizant of the fact that they owe
their all to the inspired and im-
passioned work of the Duce, do not
wish to be outdone by others in the
manifestation of their feelings npon
the arrival of (he Head of the Gov-
ernment. Therefore they have plan-
ned a program in which, we feel cer-
tain, every one without distinction,
will feel the need of taking part.

The realization of this program,
which will be announced later, re-
quires certain funds which will be
collected as follows: a Union official
will be sent to the collector’s office
in order to enable members, when
they pay their dues, to subscribe
whatever amount they may deem fit.
The official will suggest the approx-
i‘)mate sum to be given by each mem-

er.

The unions reserve for themselves
the right to report to their supe-
riors in rank the names of those
memhbers wha have generously an-
swered this appeal as well ag the
names of those who, whether totally
or only partially, have failed.

Long live the Duce!

The President, Paolo Marcozzi

Just how enthusiastic and spon-
taneous—pardon the word!—would
this demonstration have been if the
organized Fascists hadn’t bull-dozed
and blackmailed the people into put-
ting up the money and showing up to
cheer themselves hoarse? Mussolini’s
popularity is maintained by swinging
cluhs and dark threats.

e £ 2
I think you are right in demanding
public regulation of the great corpora-
tions that are monopolies. I suggest
that you show the extent of their eco-
nomic, industrial and financial influence.

Before giving my reader the data
he asks for let me correct one mis-
statement. I never said I was in fa-
vor of the regulation of the big-scale
industries, systems of transportation,
communication, exchange, ete. In-
stead, I've shown that regulation is a
big blunder. It doesnt work. They’re
too big to be regulated. The solution
—well, I'll get to that a little later
in this article, First, let me show to
what extent the great corporvations
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rule the United States. The data be-
low arc taken from a survey made
by the Federal Trade Commission,
having been summarized by Irving
B. Altman, editor of Dynamic Ameri-
cot

In banking, 1 percent of the banks
control 89 percent of the banking
rosources of the country,

In matches, two companies domi-
nate the field.

In moving pictures, three com-
panies dominate the field.

In electric power, four groups
dominate the field.

In bread, four companies have 25
percent of production.

In meat-packing, two companies
have 50 percent of production.

In steel, nine companies have 80
percent of mill capacity, of which
the U.S. Steel Corporation has 40
percent.

In glass, four companies dominate
the field.

In sulphur, two companies control
all the production.

In rubber, four companies domi-
nate the field.

In anthracite coal, eight companies
produce 80 percent of the total ton-
nage.

Tn farm implements, Internation-
al Harvester has 50 percent of the
U.S. production,

The Ford and General Motors
Companies have 75 percent of the
U.S. auto production.

The International Nickel Company
owns 90 percent of the world res
serves,

The American Telephone and
Telegraph Company owns 80 per-
cent of the U.S. telephone service.

The Western Tinian Telegraph
Company owns 75 percent of the U.S.
telegraph service.

The U.S, Steel Corporation owns
75 percent of the iron-ore reserves
in the U.S,

Five percent of the water-power
companies control 75 percent of the
developed waterpower.

Five percent of the anthracite
companies own 78 percent of all re-
coverable tonnage,

Five percent of iron and steel
companies own 95 percent of the
iron-ore reserves in the country.

Five percent of the petroleum
companies awn 50 percent of the
petroleum reserves.

Five percent of manufacturing
companies produce 65 percent of the

" value of manufactures,

Five percent of the wholesale es-
tablishments do 45 percent of all
wholesale business.

Five percent of the retail estah-

lishments do 45 percent of all re-

tail business.

FIVE PERCENT OF ALL COR-
PORATIONS RECEIVE 86 PER-
CENT OF ALL CORPORATE IN-
COME.

FIVE PERCENT OF ALL COR-
PORATIONS OWN 77 PERCENT OF
ALL CORPORATE ASSETS,

Ever since the days of Teddy
Roosevelt attempts have been made
to regulate these vast economiec or-
ganizations, and instead of controll-
ing them, the mighty corporations
bossed the regulators. Instead of
treating the problem superficially, we
should get down fo cases. All corpor-
ations—whether in production,  dis-
tribution, or exchange—should be so-
cialized (owned by the people,
through their government) whenever
they assume near-monopoly propor-
tions. In short, let the nation own the
big-scale industries. Notice, please,
that I always qualify the demand with
the reservation that socialization shall
be applied only to the big.scale indus-
tries. That’s because I believe they’re
‘he only forms of economic organiza-
tion that the people as a whole
should own and run democratically.
All small businesses should be left
where they are—in the hands of their
private owners. Let’s not make the
vast mistake of the Soviet Union and
socialize everything from a vast
power plant down to the gale of a pair
of shoe-laces. I've said again and
again, during the last two decades,
that the Soviet Union was making
a mistake in outlawing all forms of
private enterprise, First, it isn’t
economical for the government to try
to run everything. There are thou-
sands of businesseg Lhat simply must
be run by individuals if they’re not
to go into the red. In the case of
the Soviet Union (a social order to
which I have always been friendly
despite points of disagreement), I
estimate there are something like
40,000,000 people in that country who
are simply unable to fit into the gov-
ernment’s socialized economy. They
would be far more useful to the conn-
try if they were put on their own.
Many of them would go into private
business, where they would be happi-
ly engaged, would make it easier for
consumers to get the goods that are
difficult to obtain now, and would
throw additional revenue to the gov-
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ernment through common, income
and inheritance taxes. I believe the
reason Stalin doesn’t permit small
enterprise is purely political. He’s
afraid large commercial strata will,
in time, demand political representa-
tion. The answer here, of course, is
that large blocs engaged in useful
projects have a perfeet right to politi-
cal representation, provided they
don’t misuse their privileges of citi-
zenship and don’t conspire to corrupt
or destroy the majority which pre-
fers socialization. In our own coun-
try, we-can let the little fellows alone,
concentrating on the big companies,
which should be compelled to sell their
holdings to the people—with the water
squeezed out, of course. Each indus-
try, soclalized, could issue bonds
againgt its holdings and thereby
compensate’ the owners, paying for
the bondg from year to year out of
the revenue of the industry, thus
making it possible, in time, to own
all large-scale industries free of debt.
We must avoid the Teddy Roosevelt
brand of {rust-busting and the
Franklin D. Roosevelt brand of trust-
regulating. Both are wrong. Of the
two, the former iy the more danger-
ous, for nothing could do the country
greater harm than to compel our
great economic organizations to go
out of businesg entirely or to submit
to being lcut into numerous small
units. Big business is desirable be-
cause it’s scientifie, economical, prs-
gressive—especially if big business is
the property of a democratic people.
The trouble with big business today
is that it’s owned by the wrong peo-
ple. My readers needn’t be told that
in addition to lending my modest abil-
ity as a journalist to the task of edu-
cating the public to the acceptance of
the policy of socially-owned big-scale
business I have, with complete con-
sistency, urged that the cooperative
movement be given every possible
gupport, The reagon here is very
simple. If the people are to own the
large-scale instruments of produc-
tion, then it follows that facilities
will have to be provided for the fair
distribution of what our industries
produce. Here the cooperative move-
ment can step in and do a good job,

especially after it makes greater
headway than it has during the past

few years, proves its managerial
skill, and develops enough new per-
sonnel to be able to take over new
jobs of distributing consumers’ goods
under the principles outlined for true
cooperatives., There’s no doubt in my
mind that before very long, after the
big industries are soclalized, the co-.
operatives could take over all the
chain stores and run them for the
good of the consumers and not for
private gain, Think what it would
mean Lo consumers if cuoperatives
pledged to distributing goods on a
non-profit basis were to gain control
of such vast organizations as the A
and P food stores, the Woolworth,
Kresge, Kress, and other chains, and,
of course, the vast mail order houses.
If we Americans will face our prub-
lems realistically we won’t have to
go on fools’ chases. We can avoid the
stupidity of following quack politi-
cians like Dr, Townsend and the oth-
er gentlemen who propose hurry-up,
visionary gchemes for saving human-
ity overnight. Monopoly is all right,
as I've said before, if only the peo-
ple own it. Any scheme that aims
to leave the monopolies in private
hands and diverts public attention by
proposing utopian pension schemes
and new ways of printing money, and
the like, are really keeping our peo-
ple from achieving economic emanci-
pation.

Editor: De Valera is soon to visit the
U.S.A. What for? A Chamberlain tool
—to win Irish-American sympathy for
the “peace dove’——the old umbrella
rascal—“Nev” Chamberlain—whose fa-
ther sold war material to the Boers and
then made war on them; the old rascal
(Nev) who is deeply interested finan-
cially in the British armament “busi-
ness”; the old fox who has, for in-
stance, 12,000 shares in the German Dye
Trust; the old snake-blooded scoundrel
who sold every principle for which we
fought (I served three years in first-
line trenches during the Great War)
during the 1914-18 butchery. British
Imperialism is playing a double-game:
(a) if the Cliveden set plot is success-
ful, then the U.S.A. will be the next
victim (after Russia is defeated and
plundered); (b) British Imperialism is
playing “friend” of the U.S.A. in case
of a German double-cross,

READER

3
Editor: De Valera, Ireland’s Prime
Minister, and the Vatican boys in Ire-
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land, hate the Irish Republicans as
much as Father Coughlin hates the
C.I.O., the Communists, and the Jewish
people. And all this hate has the same
basis—the hatred of social progress.

The Irish Republican Party is out to
establish an Irish Workers’ and peas-
ants’ republic. The leaders of this party
know Ireland’s enemies—Vaticanism,
British Imperialism, Irish Capitalism,
and Protestantism. Lord Craignavon is
a tool of British Imperialism and Irish
Protestantism. De Valera is a tool of
the Vatican and Irish Capitalism.

John Bull needs Ireland as a food
depot in case of war; that suits the
Irish capitalists and the Irish priests.
They will get lots of “blood money”
from England (in case of war) for Irish
farm products. But the Irish Republi-
cans are opposed to helping British Im-
perialism in any way, particularly when
sald ism IS in a tight corner.

De Valera recognized the conquest of
Ethiopia by Mussolini; he recognized
the Franco regime in Spain; he stood
four-square behind the Munich plotters;
he ordered a Te Deum to be celebrated
in Dublin thanking God for the fall of
Barcelona. Just think of it! Ireland
(700 years under the heel of British
Imperialism) now praises God for the
massacre of the Coptic Christians 'of
Ethiopia, the Catholic people of Spain,
Austria, Czechoslovakia, by Iiallan-
German-Mohammedan  bandits. How
Vaticanism can pollute the minds (blug-
red with superstition) of the “emanci-
pators” of Ireland!

De Valera is the most dangerous po-
litical stooge Ireland has had in 700
years; he is a Fascist, a grafter, a re-
ligious nincompoop, a coward and a
traitor. :

Toronto, Can. *PA'; 0. SULLIVAN

I was pleased over the mice compliment
you paid the movie star, Melvyyn Doug-
las, for his interest in democratic pro-
cesses. Do vou helieve his attitude is
merely one of generalizations or is it a
deep interest in the practical aspects
of the problems of modern social life?

Just how deep Mr. Douglas ig able
to go, I don’t know, having never had
occasion to study him first-hand, but
a report from California gives me
reason to believe this splendid sup-
porter of our democratic, progressive
policies understands that one’s ideals,
to have any tangible valne, mnst be
translated into living realities. I
have already shown how he acted as
a leader in support of Loyalist Spain.
Barly in February, 1939, Governor
Olson—a forward-looking, honest,
fearless liberal—appointed Mr, Doug-

las a member of the California State
Relief Administration and the State
Welfare Board, where he will be
given opportunities to perform con-
crete tasks in support of the cam-
paign to protect democracy by mak-
ing it work for the poorest members
of the community. After naming
him, Governor Olson said:

“Mr. Douglas’ activities among
the unemployed have shown an un-
derstanding of their problems and
an apprcciation of their needs. He
has made a thorough study with
Congressman Jerry Yoorhis, John
Steinbeck and others, of the needs
of agricultural workers. He is fully
committed to work for the rehabili-
tation of human beings.”

Progressives everywhere hope Mr.
Douglas will buckle down and get a
lot of good work done. He’s already
shown that it isn’t necessary to be an
intcllectual nomn-entity in order Lo be
a top-flight movie gtar.

L

Editor: Anthony KEden visited the
U.8. to win the sympathy of the Ameri-
can people in case Chamberlain’s buddy
—Hitler—double-crosses the Cliveden
set. If this double-cross takes place,
Chamberlain will step down and kden
will step up; and the American people
may say: “Good! A real ‘democrat’ is
now Prime Minister of England.” Poppy-
cuck! Eden, when foreign minister, was
used as a decoy-duck by the Cliveden
set; it was this gentleman who was re-
sponsible more than any other person
for the embargo (“non-intervention’)
on food and paraphernalia of war for
Loyalist Spain; while, on the other
hand, all democratic nations poured war
malterial into rebel Spain. The heroic
Loyalists of Spain were defeated in the
greater part of Spain by the combined
forces of world Capitalism (including,
of course, Fasclsm). But Capitalism will
yvet pay dearly for the betrayal of dem-
ocratic Spain; this betrayal will be the
future driving force of Soviet Russia
and the workers of the world in the
great class struggle now looming larger
and larger on the horizon.

CANADIAN READER
ok

As you say, everytime Hitler makes a
speech he pays lip-service to peace. I
suggest that you compile brief sentences
from all his main speeches, showing
that each nod at peace was nothing
moere than window-dressing.

Hitler’s technique is to disarm
world opinion by assurances he has
nothing in mind but peace and har-
mony. Here’s the proof, taken from
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official versions of Hitler’s speeches:

MAY 13, 1933—“Germany will
tread no other path than that laid
down by the treaties, . .. The Ger-
man people have no thought of in-
vading any country.”

JANUARY 30, 1934—“After the
Saar question has been settled the
German Government is ready to ac-
cept not only the letter but the
spirit of the Locarno Pact.”

MAY 21, 1935—“The German Gov-
ernment will scrupulously observe
every treaty voluntarily concluded.

Germany neither intends to in-
terfere in the internal affairs of
Austria, to annex Austria, or to
conclude an Anschluss.”

MARCH 17, 1936—(announcing de-
nunciation of Lecarno and the re-
occupation of the Rhineland): “Af-
ter three vears 1 can regard the
struggle for German equality as
concluded today. We have no terri-
torial demands to make in Europe.”

JANUARY 30, 1937—“The Period
of so-called surprises is now over.”

APRIL 10, 1938—(after the seiz-
ure of Austria): “The bases of my
program are blood, fire and person
ality.” :

SEPTEMBER 26, 1938—(on Ger-
many’s Sudetenland claim): “It is
the last territorial claim which I
have to make in Europe.”

NOVEMBER 9, 1938—“Beyond the
the colonial question, Germany has
na demands to make on France and
Great Britain.”

With enormous cynicism, Hitler’s
propagandists everywhere use the
Brutalitarian’s latest verbal soothing

syrups, and rest comfortably om the;

assumption that their hearers won’t
remember the previous oncs that were
soon broken. But surveys of public
opinion in free countries show that
the immense majority refuses to be
hoodwinked.

Editor: The readers’ letters serve a
larger purpose than merely to provide
egotists a chance to exhibit themselves:
they can be genuinely helpful and edu-
cative and they can often be the means
of reassuring poorly informed readers
who really want to advance, but who
are, as yet, a little doubtful about the
intellectual paths into which they are
venturing. These are often uncertain
about your motives—yea, they may
sometimes be even uncertain about
their own—and they may be encouraged
when they see that there are dozens of
others who see things about as “Hell-
Demon” Juliug himself sees them. As
for Freethought, that MUST be given

a chance to sell itself. There is a point
in practically every field of thought be-
yond which further progress simply
ceases, until the question of whether or
not we have the right to use our rea-
song fin religious matters, as in other
things, has been settled. Given the
chance to present ity case, Freethought
will do right well by itself. Once
Freethought has done its job, by any
individual, it is done for good and all,
which is more than the churches can
say for their work. No one expects the
churches to relinquish their right to
shriek or insinuate their dogmas. They
are never quite sure of themselves so
far as dependence on their adherents is
concerned; indeed, they are less and
less sure as time goes on,

Maplewood, M(:X: C. A. LANG

“In your answer to the gquestion about
the basic essentials of democracy you
sum up with the remark that ‘the nose
knows . .. the bad smell of Fascism.’
That may be quite true—if you’ve got
a discriminating mose. Bul for smells
of this sort even the nose must be edu-
cated, for you have yourself said that
yvou agreed with the late Huey Long
when he said that Fascism could very
easily be established here; all one had
to do was to pretend, while bringing it
about, that one was strenuously fight-
ing Tascism. 1 infer that thal would
necessarily involve a pretense of great
effort at saving democracy. Obviously,
then, one cannot trust one’s nose too
far. I’d say that here, if anywhere, all
the facalties of a clear, informed head
are needed.”—C. A, Lang, Mo.

L

I am writing a paper on anti-Semitism
in the U.S. and have found your arti-
cles on the revolutionary patriots most
helpful, especially the ones you wrote
on DBenjamin Franklin., I want to in-
clude, if possible, an expression from
George Washington. Can you supply
one?

When George Washington was
president of the Constitutional Con-
gress he opposed every proposition
that aimed to establish a wreligious
test for American citizenship.” When
he visited Newport, R.I., in 1790, he
received an address of welcome from
the Jewg there, to which he replied:

“All persons alike possess liberty
of conscience and the immunities
of citizenship. Happily, the gov-
ernment of the United States gives
no sanction to bigotry; to persecu-
tion, no assistance; requires only
that they who live under its protec-
tion, should demean themselves as
good citizens.”

The same attitude was expressed to
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the Jewish communities of Philadel-
phia, Savannah, Richmond, and
Chliarleston, as follows:

“The liberality of sentimenf to-
wards each other, which marks
every political and religious denom-~
ination in this country, stands un-
paralleled in the history of mna-
tions.”

Those who would injcet the virus
of racism into our national life are
spitting on the glorious humanitar-
ianism of the *founding fathers.

*4

Editor: Why is Canada now arming
at a terrific speed? To suppress the
Canadian workers? A Canadian army
will not be needed in Europe in case
of a world war. Is it a physical impossi-
bility for any foreign country (mot in-
cluding the U.8.) to invade Canada?
Yes. Such an invasion would presuppose
the collapse of the U.S.A. Mussolini
had to send an army of 400,000 to de-
feat the comparatively unarmed semi-
savages of Ithiopia. Can an Ifalian
army of 400,000 defeat the hardy, in-
telligent, well-armed Canadians? Of
course not. Can a German-Italian army
land in Canada? Impossible. Why then
is Canada arming at top speed? Is this
country to be used as a jumping off
ground against the U.S. in case the
Cliveden set’s plot succeeds? Why were
German experts (naval, military and
air) so busy around Montreal and other
Canadian seaports last year?

British Imperialism has been the
cock-of-the-walk for many centuries;
and the loss of this supremacy is a hard
nut for this ism now to swallow.
Britain’s nightmares are (a) triumph
of Socialism in Russia and its essential
internationalism; (b) social and class
onnosition: (c) the rise of the more
virile American Imperialism; (d) her
undefended rear in the Far East.

British Imperialism would enter into
a pact with the “devil” to put to flight
the above nightmares, particularly (a)
and (e¢). If the Cliveden set plot suc-
cecds, the next great battle will be
Britain, Japan and Fascist Europe
against the U.S.A. Canada will be used
as a jumping off ground by the U.S.A’s
cnemies if the Americans do not very
soon question very closely British Im-
perialism’s moves in this country.

CANADIAN READER

qe oo R
Tn his Januarv 30, 1939, speech, Hitler
charged the Jews with conspiring to
start a world war. Please comment, .

The aim Hitler had in making this
insulting charge was to divert atten-
tion from his own efforts as a war-
monger. It isn’t the Jews who want

war but Hitler himself, as can be
seen on almost any page of his book;
“Mein Kampf,”” in which he outlines
policies that can be realized only
through force. If war eomes—and,
ag I write, it seems just around the
corner—the world won’t have to be
told who started it. The three Fasc-
ist aggressors—Germany, Japan, and
Italy—are the ones who are driving
the world to new wars. Hitler’s crude
lies won’t deceive fair-minded peo-
ple who have aeccosg to the truth of
what’s going on.
% e :

A radio speech by a big industrialist
includes the argument that taxes oy
corporations should be reduced. His
main reason for this is the fact that
58 percent of all corporations failed to
make any net profits in 1936, Please
discuss this.

Just because 58 percent of all cor-
porations—most of them small ones
—made no net profits shouldn’t be ad-
vanced as an argument for cutting
the taxes of the large ones that make
immense profits. Farm Research,
Ine., from ity headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C., released interesting fig-
ures that bear on this discussion.
The table shows that 200 of the larg-
est non-financial corporations, num-
bering less than seven-hundredths of
1 percent of thc total, “control more
than half of the corporate wealth in
the U.S.”:

Growth of 200 Largest Non-Finane

cial Corporations

Year Gross Assets
1909 ... ..., $26,063,000,000
1919 Ceaterasesanas 43,718,000,000
1929 ...l 81,074,000.609
1937 ..., 122,000,000,000

Imagine the impudence of an in-
dustrialist who aclually goes to the
extreme of telling the American peo-
ple that 200 corporations, with gross
assets in excess of 120 billion dollars
should be treated lightly in matters
of taxes. The same argument in fa-
vor of the corporations was used in
the January, 1939, bulletin of the Na-
tional City Bank of New York.

L S <

Editor: 1 disagree with your state-
ment regarding the League of Nations’
accomplishments. It is true that of late
the political accomplishments have heen
nil, but in all fairness it must be ad-
mitted that in the past many small in-
ternational disputes were quietly set-
tled by the League. This organization
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also conducts other activities, such as
statistics, health, commerce, agriculture,
ctc. Much has been done in these lines,
as League records will show. It is
weak, but your humorous statement
that “its accomplishments could be writ-
ten ¢n a postcard with a broom,” is a
bit extreme. J, LAWRENCE RUSSELL
Madison, Wisc. .
ne o g

%
“That little piece you wrote about
Quakers and Mennonites, in which you

meandered into several absurdly de-
lightful bypaths, is another which must
be woven into that autobiography
you’re going to write.”—Reader,

e e e
Professor Albert Einstein refers to

himself as “an active pacifist.” What
does, he mean?

“An active pacifist” is a person who
is for peace, but advocates using
forece to protect democracy and op-
pose Fasecism.

P
Do you think Astrology is scientific?

I'm getting tired of having this
Astrology bunk put before me month
after month, especially since I’ve writ-
ten scores of pieces exposing it as
rank fraud. People who want my
opinions about this survival of the
ages of ignorance should study my
numerous articles in my volumes of
questions and answers. I don’t want
to waste any more time on this theme,

L
Does Graphology give us an insight
into character?

Tor the hundredth time, No. It’s
idiotic bunk. All persons who adver-
tise themselves as Graphologists are
bunk-shooters. *

Onz can hardly look at a press pic-
ture from G*ermani without seeing
thousands of marching young men.
What effect is this having on them?
Trika Mann, who studied condi-
tions in Nazi Germany, reports that
87 percent of Nazi youths in Ger-
many today are flatfooted. This con-
dition, it is asperted, iz caused by ex-
cessive marching,
* 7

Editor: Your article on “Faith Cures™
(Val. 1., No. 1, H-J News-Letter) shows
suspicion abomt this matter, but to dis-
pel your distrust I send you the follow-
ing stery, which you may caption “Be-
lieve It or Not.” Many years ago, in
the old country, a man was limping be-
cause one of his legs was an inch short-
er than the other. His family went to a
fzith healer for help. We examined the

Ieg and promised to have it in the right
Iength by praying six months. They
agreed on the price, paid him, and he
began to pray. Now, the diagnosis
might have been incorrect or the pray-
ers were too strong, anyhow after three
months the legs were of equal length.
The family wanted to notify the faith
healer, but unfortunately they had lost
his address and could not locate him.
Consequently, he prayed the full six
months as his contract demanded and
after this time the formerly short leg
was one inch longer than the other one.
New York City MORRIS SCHAYE

(Editor’s Note: This is a very pretty
story, which Mr. Schaye may believe, if
he chooses. 1 don’t.)

L R
There is a ball twelve feet in diameter
on top of a pale sixty feet high. On the
ball stands a man whose eye is six feet
above the ball. How much ground be-
neath the ball is invisible to him?

6371.1498932 square feet. Thiz an-
swer is by Dr. Benjamin Franklin
Finkel, of Drury College, Springfield,
Mo., where he edits the American
Mathematical Monthly.

L S

An Oxford divinity student writes, in
suppart of William Paley’s “Evidences
of Christianity,” that the workings of
divine providence can be shown by a
simple illustration from nature. He con-
tinues: “The mouth and nose of the
bulldog should convince the most skep-
tical. The nose is set so far back that
the dog can get his breath while still
hanging on to the bpll” Please com-
ment,

If the Lord went to all that trouble
to help the hulldog He showed lament-
able disregard for the legitimate in-
terests of the bull.

g g
In what ways do the following games
differ: bingo, beano, tango, keno,

screeno, lotto and the corn game?

They don’t differ at all. They all

add up to the same thing—gyppo.
W e

Editor: In Washington, D.C., the au-
tharities make it a practice ta close the
public comfort stations on Sundays, de-
priving the public when the spirit moves
them to let the events flow or pass in
an orderly and respectable manner,
especially those who have imbibed in
vurgatives that rile up the spirit, caus-
ing viclent rumblings from the inner
regions as a warning that it shall come
to pass that what is inside shall come
outside regardless of all dignities. It
would be a great relief if the author-
ities would put signs outside the com-
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fort stations proclaiming that the pub-
lic shall act like dogs, using lamp
posts, sidewalks, stoops, alley-ways, etc.

Wash., D.C. J. DUFFY
L

Editor: I have some news to tell you

from Milwaukee. In June, 1938, our

Socialist paper, The Milwaukee Leader,
changed hands. Before it did so, I
could always get a Freethought article
into its columns. After the change, 1
submitted one to my friend, the editor-
in-chief, John M. Work, wha read it
and said: “Well, T will get it in, if 1
can.” I replied: “Do you not still have
the say as to what shall appear in The
Leader?” He said :“No, I must submit
all things to men higher up.” The ar-
ticle was . rejected. In mid-January,
1939, The Leader changed its name. It
is now called The Post. In its announce-
ment it stated that while it would up-
hold the cause of labor, it would not
take part in political party concerns.
The scheme, T think, is fo make of it a
commercial and money-making affair,
and to kill it as a radical, reform sheet.
I believe there is a conspiracy to put
the reform press out of business.
FRANKLIN STEINER

L

Onr Tlittle girl will he twa years old
next month. She uses only a few words.
Does this mean she will be backward?

No. It frequently happens that a
two-year-old child is almost wordless,
but this shouldn’t cause any fears.
Dr. Melvin G. Rigg, of the Oklahoma
Agricultural and Mechanical Col-
lege, discussed thig problem at a
meetlng of the Society for Research
in Child Development, at Stillwater,
Okla.,, saying parents mneedn’t be
gcared if their baby doesn’t take to
words early. He added that such
youthful failure at talking doesn’t
even mean the child will be deficient
in use of words later. Dr. Rigg told
of how he had studied a little girl of
two who used only 18 words, four of
which were names in the family. Her
vocabulary wag limited to “bread,”
“fbuttcr » o Emilk,”  “here,”  “there,”
g,V u-t " “wow-wow,” and “bye.”
Dr, ng'g commented:

By contrast, the two-year-olds
whose words have been counted and
the totals given scientific publica-
tion averaged 520 words apiece, It
is true that these youngsters were
all from homes with an intellectual
atmosphere—but so was Carolyn.

Carolyn made rapid progress in
her third year, but was still way be-

Wauwatosa, Wisc,
4

hind the average at the age of four.

But little Carolyn, despite her
vocabulary handicap, managed fo
achieve a very superior score in in-
telligence. At three she earned an
1Q of 133, a rating that entitled her
to be called “gifted.”

And before she was nine years old
she had a vocabulary as extensive
ag that of the average adult. She
then scored 147 in 1Q.

LI A

Editor: I think you are doing well
by your Canadian readers when you call
attention to the way we are being cen-
sored, denied the right to read litera-
ture of our own choice, and in other
ways treated like subjects in a Fascist
country. Your readers, I'm convinced,
will be interested in an incident re-
ported in The Nation, January 14, 1939,
as follows:

“Some weeks ago Mr. M. S. Rey-
nolds, a resident of Vancouver,
wrote a letter to Neville Chamber-
lain  criticizing British foreign
policy. Shortly afterward—on Nov.
23—Mr. Reynolds was visited by two
plain-clothes members of the Royal
Canadian Northwest Mounted Police.
Producing a copy of the letter he
had sent to Chamberlain and of an-
vther he had sent to Lurd Lloyd,
they warned him mot to write such
letters again, Mr. Reynolds re-
ported these facts to the editors of
the London Tribune, and added that
he told his inquisitors he would
keep on writing ‘just so long as
postage stamps are available.”
Mr. Reynolds is to be congratulated

on his courage in telling the would-be
censors where to get off. But how many
Canadians are willing to take a similar
stand? Not many, I'm afraid. Most are
standing by while the authorities grad-
ually lead us in the direction of Fasc-
ist suppression and censo.rshlp
A;)IAN READER

+* 'Z‘
Could you tell me if the practice of
ventriloquism has any detrimental

‘effect?

There’s no evidence to show that
ventriloquism has any bad effect on
the speaking or singing voice, or on
the throat it‘si}f, 1’;1 a ;Xx‘ahysaivc‘al sense.

Editor: Did you ever notice that
when our Fascists are faced with the
current persecutions that are laid at
‘he door of “pagan” Hitler—why, he’s
doing it to save “Christianity”! Yes,
right over in New York, January 22,
1939, Heywood Broun was picketed by
Father Coughlin’s followers, and reports
that one of the men in charge declared,
“After all, Hitler saved Christianity!”
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It seems as if there should be better
cooperation between the hierarchy and
the lay Catholics, We see the Cardinals
and whatnot protesting against the
“paganism” of Hitler and his Nazis,
while the masses of Catholics are hum-
bly thanking Hitler for saving Chris-
tianity!
By the
picketing
Coughlin

way, on this occasion of the
of Broun, he observed the
influence in certain of the
placards carried by pickets: “Two
chickens in every pot. No Frankfur-
ters,” Cars were covered with stickers
reading, “Buy Christian,” One placard
urged, “Buy Christian and employ
Christian.” Finally the marchers chant-
ed, “Send Broun back where he came
from!” Ho, hum! Isn’t it odd these
violent reactionaries never think it may
be they who should go back where they
came from?

READER

LR S
A magazine devoted to Spiritualism
sells a pamphlet which quotes Beatrice
Houdini as saying that a certain medi-
um had read her mind. Please comment,
I encloge the quotation.

Beatrice Houdini, the widow of
Harry Houdini, the great magician
and mystifier, is supposed to have
signed some sort of a statement on
January 9, 1929, to the effect that a
medium known as Arthur Ford had
given her the words of a message
which she and Harry Houdini had
pre-arranged. It seems doubtful she
wrote the statement. especially in
view of the fact that the Associated
Press, on October 11, 1938, sent the
following message from Raleigh,
N.C. The report appeared in many
newsgpapers. I reads:

Oct. 11, 1938, (AP). Mrs, Harry
Houdini, widow of the magician,
said today that after 10 years of
trying to contact the spirit of her
husband she felt that she had
proved there was nothing to spirit-
ualism. The magician and his wife
agreed to try to contact the spirit
of the other when one died. “I
tried to contact Harry for 10 years
after his death and nothing havbnen-
ed,” she said. “After the last seance
almost two years ago I stopped try-
ing.”

Later, when asked aboul the al-
leged statement in the pamphlet men-
tioned above, her answer, through
her manager, Mr. Saint, was that
“Mrs. Houdini believes that ALL me-
diums are fakes or self-delusioned.”
Of course, I don’t know how to find

out what Mrs., Houdini really said

10 years ago. And I don’t eare a lot

what she said. However, when she
wrote, through her manager, that
she believes all mediumg are fakes
or self-delusioned, ghe said enough to
satisfy my mind. The mnotion of
Spiritualism is so completely dis-
credited that it’s almost a waste of
time to check up on every charlatan
who comeg along with a new line of
nonsense. The intelligent world
agrees il’s all bunk. That’s one sub-
ject I don’t bother much about. The
folder on Spiritualism in my news-
clip filing system doesn’t hold more
than a half dozen clippings, which in-
dicates how little attention I pay to
this hokum. I don’t even take the
trouble to clip even 1 percent of the
reports I glance at on Spiritualism.
Life’s too short to waste effort on
such idiotie flapdoodle.
deo %

Editor: Says Samuel Romer: “The
White House has been the main force
in inspiring and continuing the em-
bargo. . . . When an aroused America
demanded the lifting of the embargo in
May of 1938, the entire campaign was
gsmashed hy Secretary HulPg letter to
Senator Pittman demanding that the
embargo be continued. , .. From those
strange friends of Spain who have their
axes fo grind comes the hysterical ery,
‘We must not embarrass the President!
The President will life the embargo;
let us not embarrass him!’ Let us be
honest enough to recognize that a ‘Lift
the Embargo’ campaign ... will em-
barrass the President only if he does
not intend to lift the embargo.”

Tt it hardly mocessary to point out
that the Catholic pressure groups don’t
seem to mind “embarrassing” the Presi-
dent—or doesn’t such pressure embar-
rases him? Yf he jis sincere about not
wishing to run for a third term, how
can his loss of popularity among the
pro-Franco Catholics disturb him? Does
the good will of ill-informed fanatics
mean more to him than the saving of
a sister democracy, whose rescue might
strengthen our own?

S
If at all possible please keep sending
The Freeman after my subscription runs
cut, I can’t afford a remewal just now,
but Pll send the cash as soon as I get
it. I couldn’t live without The Freeman,

Don’t you think you’re being just a
little bit unreasonable? I'm advanc-
ing your subscription a year by put-
ting out a dollar of my own money,

READER



38

Questions and Answers

which you may refund to me person-
ally when you have it, but let me tall
you frankly that the paper couldn’t
get very far if many readers took the
same position. When I gend for a
supply of paper in order to get out
a few issues I can’t tell the paper
company te just send the paper along
and that payment will fallow at some
indefinite time in the future. The
publication wouldn’t last long, let me
tell you frankly, if I tried to get
away with that method more than
once or twice. The paper houses
would get wise to me and I'd find my-
self on a C.0.D. basis, and with jus-
tice, too. I'm reminded of a bit of
conversation I overheard years ago in
a beer joint. The man said, “We
can’t get anywhere because you won’t
do it my way.” To which the other
replied, “How do you know I won't
do it your way? What do you mean?”’
“T mean,” the man replied. “I want
you to do it for nothing.”
e e e

Editor: On January 3, 1939, Eddie
Cantor made a speech before Welcome
Chapter of the Order of the Eastern
Star, in Philadelphia. Said The Record,
January 4, 1939: “It was to have been
broadcast over a national hook-up, but
Eddie objected and the broadcast was
cancelled. ‘The radio censorship has be-
come So bad we can’t take a chance,
said Eddie. ‘Even the presence here of
Chief Justice John W. Kephart of the
State Supreme Court might not protect
us. I’d rather just sit down in the
parlor and talk.””

What the public would like to know
iz, who is responsible for a censorship
that prevents a broadcast by Eddie Can-
tor? - He has shown himself a humani-
tarian, a defender of democracy, but
certainly no dangerons radieal whose
speeches would be likely to drive am
audience to violence!

Perhaps you heard the speeches of
Harold Ickes and Frank Gannett in
N.Y.s Town Meeting of the Air, Jan-
uary 12, 1939, on “Do We Have a Free
Press?” Although Mr. Ickes got in some
telling thrusts at his opponent, I was
amused at the way in which the point
of the whole thing was solemnly avoid-~
ed. The assumption seemed to be (on
the part of Mr. Gannctt) that the Gov-
ernment does its best to control the
press; while Mr. Ickes indignantly de-
nied, and appeared to prove, that the
press is quite free so far as the Govern-
ment is concerned. Not a word was said
about the pressure brought to bear
upon the press——and most successfully

—by the Roman Catholic Church. Every
intelligent person knows it to be a fact,
but is much too polite to mention it.

Mr. Ickes included the Stern papers
among the few which he considered
honest and frank with the publi¢. But
I should like to ask how you can call
a paper “free” when its publisher (a9
related in December Secribner’s, 1936)
had to humble himself before Cardinal
Daugherty for saying a few words in
favor of the Loyalist democratic gov-
ernment of Spain, and has not dared
since that time to say anything in be-
half of that government? I realize
what petty persecution such a publisher
would have to undergo (yom remember
Philadelphia priests ordering a boycoft
of The Record), and that he yields ra-
ther than go bankrupt; but as for say-
ing our big dailies are free from cleri~
cal pressure—what nonsense! A cen-
sorship so terrifying that it may not
even be mentioned—except in a few
papers like your own, The Nation and
The New Republic—is a censorship in-
deed!

The New Republic, January 25, 1939,
states, “There are many well attested
cases where advertisers have sought, in-
dividually and collectively, to control
the policies of a paper. (Sometimes
these advertisers are in turn pressed
by their own customers, as when
Philadelphia Catholics forced local de-
partment stores into reprisals against
a newspaper friendly to Loyalist Spain.)
A newspaper which persists in printing
truths disagreeable to advertisers will
soon find itself under boycott.”
Wilmington, Del. . W MATTHEWS

23 ue
What do you think of E. A. Wiggam?

He’s doing much better work since
he gave up the dogmatic position that
heredity alone counts. Numerovus
scientists sailed into him, showing
that environment also is an import-
ant factor. Mosgt anthorities now ta'ke
a middle position between heredity
and environment, which strikes me
as the gensible thing to do. Wiggam’s
column, “Exploring Your Mind,” con-
tains valuable material from time to
time. My readers know I’'m given to
quoting him on oceasion.

de e o
How does today’s labor compare with
ancient labor when on a massive job?

The best comparison I can think of
is the Grand Coulee Dam in Wash-
ington State and the Great Pyramid.
The dam, as I’ve shown in other ar-
ticles (in which I drew on “Our
Promised Land,” by Richard L. Neu-
berger), will weigh 23,000,000 tons,
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as against the Great Pyramid’s
7,000,000 tons. When the Great
Pyramid was built 6,000 years ago in
Egypt 50,000 men were employed for
20 years, This modern job, which is
more than three times as heavy, is
being done by 5,000 men in six years.
And that isn’t all. The Great Pyra-
mid, after all, was just a matter of
shaping stones and putting them into
place. The Grand Coulee, needless to
say, is much more complicated. As
Stuart Chase so well puts it. “Pyra-
mids were houses for the dead. Dams
are centerg of energy for the living.
It is better, I think, to live in the age
of Great Dams than in the age of
Great Pyramids.”

£ ¥
Please tell us a few things about your-
gself, How old and tall are you? How
much do you weigh? T'm sure most
readers would like (o bLe Delter ac-
quainted with the man who has more
genuine guts than all other publishers
put together,

Well, you asked for it. I'm 50
years old, five feet six inches tall, ang
weigh about 170 pounds.

e R ok

Editor: The Nation for January Y,
1939, mentions something that very few
Catholics appear to realize:—“Separation
of Chunrch and State [ix] a blessing in
disguise for the Church as well as for
the State. It is no accident that the
Church is secure in Protestant countries
today, but fighting for existence in
Catholic lands where in the past there
has been no check on its power; Mexico,
Spain, Austria, Italy .. . illustrate the
anti-cleriealism hred where the Church
has dominated the State and dominated
it invariably in behalf of the great and
powerful,”

READER

ook
Is Tritz Kuhn the chief Nazi propa-
gandist in this country?

Kuhn is the leader of the Bund, but
he hag little to do with Hitler’s pro-
paganda in this country. That work
is dome by George Sylvester Viereck,
one of the most unscrupulous pen-
prostitutes ever to smear paper with
the symbols of hatred, intolerance,
Fageism, bigotry and anti-American-
ism. He’s the same Viereck who did
the kaiser’s dirty propaganda work
from August, 1914, until the TU.S.
entered the war. Viereck looks like
a rat and acts like one, though I fail
to see why I should bring the rat out
of his sewer and compare him to

something that’s unspeakably lower.
After all, a real sewer-rat goes
about the job of living in a simple,
honegt, dignified way..” A human rat
like Viereck isn’t satisfied with being
a rodent—he aims to turn milliong of
decent people into his kind of a
Ratzy. Of course, Viereck does all
this filthy work for money. If you
took away the money he’d quit being a
rat. But so long as the Ratzig are able
to produce aboul $2,000 per month
Viereck will be there to do his dirtiest.
Many of Viereck’s rottenest jobs of
writing—which often find their way
into Macfadden’s Liberty—are done
under pen-names, because it would be
a give-away if he put his real name
on his vicivus prupaganda. But you
can smell the same old rat even when
he tries to hide under no end of false
names. The veteran master exndes an
odor peculiar to himself, It’s an odor
that accumulates only after many
yearg of devoted, tireless, talented,
cunning lying. Of course, if Viereck
were living in Hitler’s Germany he'd
been in a fix, for it happens his wife
is part Jewish. The rat wonld he ot
lawed in Germany but manages to
hold on as a part of the dirty outfit
in the U.S.A. If he were to succeed
in putting over his propaganda and
make this country a totalitarian
State Viereck would be the first thing
to get the boot. But he's useful to
the Ratzis because he knows the
game of word-poisoning. There’s no
person in the country able to do a
better job for Hitler, g0 the great
pansy pays Viereck the money he
craves, shutting hig eyes to the fact
that he’s married to a Jewess., At
that, Hitler might do with Viereck
ag he hay done with other human rats

—declare hiz wife an “honorary
Aryan.”
L
Editor: The fall of Barcelona moves

me to quote for Freeman readers Bruce
Bliven’s statements in The New Re-
public, January 11, 1939:

“He, [President Roosevelt], pro-
fesses to abhor Fascist dictator-
ships, yet in the two wars they are
carrying on, he has thus far done
much more to aid them than their
victims., For 18 months he has per-
mitted a vast trade in vital war ma-
terial sent from this country to Ja-
pan. Nothing has been done to
hindexr it excepf ﬁgcretax‘y Hull's
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warning about airplanes, which did
not come until Japan had bought
about all she could afford. The
Neutrality Act, invoked at the be-
ginning of the conflict, would have
hurt China little and Japan a great
deal. As it is, we have been Japan’s
secret ally during all this time,

“In Spain, the President’s record
is even worse. He has continuned to
sell arms and ammunition freely to
one side—~the Fascist aggressors,
Germany and Italyv—but he has
withheld them from the Spaniards
who are fighting the very battle for
democracy to which he has paid
such distinguished lip service. For
various reasons, including the de-
sire to go along with the Chamber-
lain government, plus pressure from
some domestic groups such as the
Catholics, he caused special changes
in the law in order to give the color
of legality to cutting off supplies
to the Loyalists. He has done much
to help the Fascists win in Spain,
in spite of the fact that such a vic-
tory would mean a death blow to
his own cherished plans for ‘hemi-
spherical solidarity’ in the New
World.”

Says The Nation, January 21:

“It Is no secret that the only real
obstacle to repeal of the embargo
is Catholic pressure. The leader-
ship of the Church is deliberately
alttempting to nullify (he express-
ed pro-Loyalist gentiment of a ma-
jority of the American people. . . .
Many Catholic papers are devoting
their entire issues almost exclusive-
ly to the Spanish gquestion, and de-
spite the plain fact, revealed by the
Gallup and other polls, that most
Americans favor the republic, the
Catholic press has the effrontery
to declare that the movement
against the embargoe is Communist«
inspired and to attempt fo stigma-
tize all the leaders of the pro-Loyal-
ist movement as ‘red.

“In this hysteria Catholic leader-
ship has overplayed its hand. For
when the one group in America
which is pro-Franco stands alone in
advocating the continued applica-
tion of the Neutrallty Act in Spain,
it 'is evident that the act is far
from ‘neutral.’”

So here we have a sample of that re-
ligion which Mr. Roosevelt says leads
to a love of democracy—a small re-
ligious group arrogantly demanding
that the wishes of the majority be
ignored;  that a presumably free Con-
gress, overwhelmed by their hysterical
wires and letters, maintain the embar-
go against democratic Spain. We know
this is a test, and I for one shall watch

with interest to see whether the Roman
Catholic Church controls the Govern-
ment of the United States or not,
Incidentally, wouldn’t you say that
this arrogant conviction that our Gov-
ernment should be swayed by the tele-
graphed orders of a minority group
shows up what a pretense is this group’s
protestations of love for democratic

processes?
READER
L
What’s Hollywood’s annual payroll?

Approximately $100,000,000.
L S

1 have been invited to join the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. Do
you think that body serves a useful
purpose?

I don’t know what this redder
means by a “ugeful purpose,” To me,
it means helping to gpread enlighten-
ment, removing barriers of race and
class, striving to increase social se-
curity, encouraging progressiveness,
defending liberalism, educating the
people to throw over ideas of racial
prejudice and supernaturalism, and
the like. A person who holds to such
ideals certainly doesn’t belong in the
D.A.R.,, one of the most reactionary,
narrow-minded and intolerant or-
ganizations in the country, I need
only point to the way this organiza-
tion treated Miss Marian Anderson,
the great Negro singer, who was de-
nied the right to rent Constitution
Hall (of all names!) in Washington,
D.C., solely because of her color.
Such people don’t represent the tradi-
tions and ideals of the great Found-
ing Fathers. Instead of joining the
D.A.R. I'd suggest becoming a mem-
ber of the Descendants of the Ameri-
can Revolution (headquarters: His-
torie Arts Galleries, Murray Hill Ho-
tel, 112 Park Avenue, N.Y.C.), a so-
ciety that, in the words of The Social
Frontier, is more interested in the
gpiritual heritage of the Declaration
of Indevendence than in genealogical
lineage.” This new D.AR. aims to
carry on in this generation “a leader-
ship more in accord with that which
Jefferson, Samuel Adams, Franklin,
Paine and Washington contributed in
their day.” Recently my wife, whose
mother was a member of the D.A.R,,
wag invited to join the D.A.R., but
she refused on the grounds of the
organization’s reactionary attitudes.
I liked that response. Individuals
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shouldn’t miss opportunities to ex-
press Lheir consclentious seruples on
subjects of great social importance. I
don’t see how a true American, after
the way the D.AR. treated Miss
Marian Anderson, could permit her-
self to become affiliated with this un-
worthy group. I glory in the spunk
and moral grandeur ghown by Mrs.
Roosevelt, when she resigned from
the D.A.R. because of the brutal snub
accorded a great Negro artist. What
a woman! I lift my topper to her.
And that, by the way. is the differ-
ence between racial prejudice in our
democracy and that which prevails in
Fascist countries like Germany and
Italy. Over there race persecution is
a fixed policy of the government, en-
couraged and supported by the heads
of the regime. Over here race perse-
cution remains a problem of sections
and groups, without support from our
government, our Constitution, and our
traditions. Instead of furthering
ideas of racism Mrs. Roosevelt, from
her home in the White House, struck
a blow for decency, justice and fair
play. Splendid things like that in-
gpire one with hope for the future.
L

If all the linstick used in a year by the
women in this country were to he smear-
ed on barns, how many would be cov-
ered?

40,000, according to an estimate in
Home Safety.

%

Speaking as a Negro, let me commend
you for your article on the need for
being careful not to use insulting names
for people of different nationalities and
races. Nothing offends me more than
to hear the word “nigeer.” I notice that
Intelligent, fair-minded whites never
use it.

I’'ve always been careful to speak
against words like nigger, chink,
kike, yid, hunk, dago, and the like.
Civilized people are always given to
avolding such offensive expressions.
However, in the matter of the word
“nigger,” T was interested in what
Lucius Harper, editor of the Chicago
Defender, a widely circulated Negro
paper, said on this theme, based as it
is on many years of first-hand study
of the problemg of inter-racial deal-
ings. He writes:

“The word ‘nigger’ is offensive to

Negroes when used by whites, but

contrary to all belief, it is a com-

mon expression among the ordinary
Negroes and is used ftrequently, al-
most daily, in conversations be-
tween them. It carries no odium
or sting when used by themselves,
but they object keenly to whites
using it in reference to them be-
cause it conveys the spirit of hate,
discrimination and prejudice.”

I’ve noticed that Jewg are the same
way when the word “yid” is used, If
it’s said by a Gentile, the Jew gets
rip-snurting mad, but they think
nothing of using it among themselves.
Here I'm speaking of ordinary Jews,
in the same way that Mr. Harper
speaks of ordinary Negroes. No edu-
cated Jew would dream of using the
offensive word ‘“yid” even when he’s
among his own people. The matter
of pronouncing the word “Negro”

frequently comes up for discussion.

The other night, when I appeared at
a Negro church to make a talk on the
problems facing our Negro brothers,
I heard at least a dozen colored men
and woman make the word sound like
“Nigra.” During my talk I went to
some pains to call attention to the
fact that our greatest authority,
Webster’s New International Diction-
ary, allows only “Nee-gro,” with the
accent on the first gyllable, I now
learn, from Mr. Harper, that he has
noticed frequently that the most
liberal-minded white persons often
make the word sound like “Nigra,”
or, still oftener, “Nee-gro,” which,
says Mr. Harper, “is a little too much
emphasis and shows an effort on the
part of the white speaker to strictly
classify.” Of course, I don’t agree
with Mr. Harper. The whites who
say “Nee-gro,” with the first syllable
stregsed, are absolutely right, aceord-
ing to our best authority. Mr. Har-
per discusses other words that rile
Negroes, as follows:

“The word ‘darky’ (or ‘darkey’ or
‘darkie’) is an offensive term writ-
ten or spoken. It is the belief of
many white people that it is not
offensive. They believe it is a term
of endearment when used in refer-
ring to an aged Negro of the ex-
slave type, such as ‘he was a faith-
ful old southern darkey.’ Many white
speakers who are very liberal on the
race question have made fatal er-
rors in saying before colored au-
diences, ‘That reminds me of the
joke at the expense of an old
darkey.’ I have often sensed a spirlt



42

Questions and Answers

of revolt that immediately sweeps
through the audience.”

Some Negroes themselves have been
trying, especially in their press, to
rid themselves of even the word “Ne-
gro,” trying out substitutes like Afro-
Americang and - Aframericans, Nei-
ther word has had wide acceptance.
In fact, the former, which was push-
ed hard 25 years ago, is hardly ever
seen any more, while Aframericans is
one word I haven’t seen in print more
than a dozen timeg in all my life,
and have never heard it even once in
conversation. I bhelieve there won’t
ever be any substitutes for plain
“Negro” or “colored people.”” The
editor of the Chicago Defender goes
to the extreme of using only the word
“Race” to designate black Americans,
according to an article on this sub-
jeet in Ken, March 9, 1939, The Ken
writer quotes a typical headline
which strikes me as being pretty bad:
“RACE LIEUTENANT GIVEN
HIGH RATINGS,” ete. I doubt that
will ever go very far.

e e
Can vou tell me why KEskimos never
get lost even when they are on ice
packs off shore?

Master Sergeant Stanley R. Mor-
gan explains Eskimos don't get lost
even when storms arise and even
though there are no landmarks. The
reason, he says, is:

“The prevailing winds in this
area are Northeast and Southwest
at all times of the year. Hence the
Eskimo merely looks at the drift
of the snow on the ice, or tosses
some in the air and learns the di-
rection.”

Yo
e
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How do our dear Catholic brethren get
around the Bible’s admonition that a
bishop should have a wife?

They don’t try. Usually they pre-
fer to ignore it. This reminds me of
a bright and amusing anecdote told
by L. II. Lehmann, in hig cxecllent
book, “Ex-Priest and the Riddle of
Religion”:

An Irish priest, a native of Coun-
ty Waterford, known to the author,
is fond of relating an anecdote at
the expense of his own father to
illustrate the super-physical con-
ception which Irish people have of
their priests. His father, Mr. Kelly,
a prominent storekeeper of the
town, was hravoe above his follows

,,x‘

to engage at times in discussion
with the resident Protestant minis-
ter. The conversation turned one
day on the question of the marriage
of priests. “Sure an’ that could
never be,” objected his father, “for
’tis agin all law of God and man.”

“But, my deah Mister Kelly, in
the Holy Bible, Paul says to Timo-
thy that a bishop, should be a man
of one wifel!l”

“Faith an’ bigorra,” retorted Kel-
Iy, “that may be in yonr Rihle, hut
’tis sure not in mine!”

On the minister enquiring if he
had a Bible at home Kelly indig-
nantly replied:

“Sure an’ I have! We Catholics
can have a Bible as well as youl”

They agreed to go to Kelly’s
house and see whether the passage
in question was in his Bible. Ar-
rived there, Mr. Kelly proudly teok
down the family Bible from a shelf,
carefully dusted it and handed it to
the minister, confident that he
would be disappointed in his search.
The minister quickly turned to Tim.
II1.2 and read: “A bishop then must
be blameless, the husband of one
wife, ete.” and then handed the book
to Kelly who carefully adjusted his
spectacles, and read the passage.
Suspicious of some trick on the part
of the Protestant minister, he turn-
ed to the fly-leaf, to convince him-
self it was really his own Bible, by
the record of all the Kelly baptisms
written thereon. He then removed
his spectacles and carefully wiped
them, and again read the passage
aloud for himself. Finally he closed
the book with a snap, threw it on
the table, and convinced, but unde-
feated, exclaimed:

“Faith an’ ’tis St. Paul ought to
be agshamed of himself!”

Dr. Lehmann, who was a priest in
Ireland for years, says he knows that
many devout rustics even go so far
as to hold that once a man becomes a
vriest God stepg in and doeg some-
thing to his front and rear bumpers
so that he never even feels what other
men have to go through when in the
presence of a beautiful woman, Some
even go so far as to refuse to believe
priesty perform the kind of hbodily
functions that Jonathan Swift, in
ong of his inspired moments, de-
seribed as being offensive to the per-
son concerned, an appalling fact that
applies only the humans—the only
living creatures who are offensive to
themselves ot cortain  times. OQf
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course, such empty-headedness was
ohserved in the more remote parts of
Ireland. The communicants he met
up with in the U.S. usually showed
a more realistic appreciation of the
facts of life. %

Please tell how to test crooked dice that
have off-center weighting.

This can be done by dropping the
die gently into a tumbler of water.
The straight die will sink without
turning over, while a dishonest die
will turn over. This proves it’s been
loaded off-center.

» *

What do vou think of Walter Winchell’s
recent blurbs on the Catholic Church?
How do you account for his praising an
ingtifution that stands against every-
thing he fights for? Do you believe he
is sincere but misinformed, or is he
trying to boost a circulation which is
perhaps dwindling?

It’s pure ignorance. Winchell
knows absolutely nothing about his-
tory, and probably never will. That
explaing why he’s able to say the
most ridiculoug things in praige of
the Catholic Church. I praise Win-
chell for his anli-Fascist stand, but
can’t overlook the fact that while his
heart’s in the right place his head is
full of wrong notions. At that, Win-
chell is doing excellent propaganda
work for democracy. He is doing
more than hig share of the task of
picturing the Nazis for the Ratzis
they are, if. I may be permitted to
steal Winchell’s excellent word. But
that doesn’t alter tha fact that he’s
ignorant about history.

deo ok

Would you consider the Chicago Daily
News the best paper published in Chica-
go? Personally I have no respect for
the Chicago Tribune. The Chicago
Times is primarily a picture paper, and
the two Hearst papers are out so far
as I am concerned.

Chicago has powerful, influential
newspapers, but none of them can be
said to be truly great. The best, by
far, ig the Chicago Daily News, main-
1y because of its foreign correspond-
ence., Even Lhis isn’l as good as 1t used
to be, but it’s still the best in Chicago
and the second-best in the country, the
leader being the New York Times. I
hope some day to build up a sufficient
following to be able to finance a daily
newspaper that will be completely in-

dependent of the advertisers. The
job ean be done, but it will take time
—and plenty of financial support from
the people who really believe in the

truth.

LR <
I enclose a propaganda tract of the
Catholic Church, which says the church
never changes. It gives Absolution as
one illustration. Is this true?

The choice of Absolution—the pow-
er to free the sinner from his sing—
is an unfortunate one, ag I’'ll show
from history. The dogma is based
on John xx, 23, “Whose sin ye remit,
they are remitted.” The word “re-
mit” fitg perfectly. The formula was
worked out at the Council of Trent
and worded “Ego te absolvo,” mean-
ing “I absolve thee’” By the use of
these words the priest absolves the
penitent “from guilt and eternal pun-
ishment.” The record shows that thig
was turned into a business. Leo X,
according to an article in the Emncy-
clopedia Sexualis, “ordered the taxes
on all crimes to be fixed, as if they
were articley of merchandise, Under
the auspices of this Pope appeared
the first edition of Taxes of the Holy
and Apostolic Chancery and Peniten-
tiary (Rome, 1514), The work made
it clear that absolution was distinet-
ly a rich man’s game.” ‘I'o prove this
the writer calls attention to this pags-
age (Paris edition, 1520, p. 23):

“And carefully observe, that these
kinds of graces and dispensations
are not granted to the poor, be-
cause, not having wherewith, they
cannot bec consoled.”

Needless to say, when that position
couldn’t be maintained, the Church
gracefully changed to fit the needs
of the occasion. The papal catalogue
price (it was all as efficient and mat-
ter-of-fact as the quotations on the
Kansas City Board of Trade) offered
absolution on a sliding scale for the
following: abortion, pure adultery,
adultery with incest, heastiality, car-
nal knowledge of mother and god-
mother, deflowering a virgin, and
fornication with a nun in the cloister
or out of the cloister. The authority
just mentioned calls attention to the
fact that “as an indication of chang-
ing morality it should be noted that
the price for ‘absolution for one who
has killed his father, his mother, his
brother, his gister, hig wife, or any
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of hig kindred,” was less than for var-
ious scxual sins.” Joseph McCabe, in
one of his books, tells how he saw, in
Spain, before the Republic, tickets of
Absolution on sale in many popular
places, such as tobacco stores and the
like. If a penitent, as a devout fol-
lower of the Church, had done some-
thing to trouble his soul he could
drop in at the nearest store and buy
a slip of paper which granted him
the comforts and noble urgings of hig
one and only religion. Out of this fee
the tobacconist kept his commission,
the net being turned over. to the
priest. By this logic, MeCabe as-
sumed, anyone who intended to com-
mit a crime could buy his ticket of
Absolution in advance and go ahead
with hig job undeterred by fears of
an eternity of punishment. All that
was changed during the Republic.
Angd this is the institution that de-
fends itself on the grounds that man
would fall into an endless orgy of
viciousness if it weren’t for the min-
istrations of a heaven-sent, unworld-
ly, virtuous, saintly priesthood.
L R S

Editor: The Nation (February 4, 1939)
has an article “The Baltimore Sun Goes
Down,” from which I quote: “It must be
a dreadful jackass indeed wheo believes
that ., . the gang of Communists, an-
archists, and other such vermin now
operating in government Spain is demo-
cratic” These words are taken from
The Baltimore Sun. (I’d like to remark
that it must be a dreadful jackass who
believes that the Mussolini-Hitler-cler-
ical gang operating on Franco’s side is
out to “save Christianity,” democracy,
or the rights of the mass of Spaniards.)

It seems that a paragraph in The Sun
“compared Hitler’s fanaticism to Igna-
tius Loyola’s. . . . The Archbishop
(Curley) burst into a thousand blazing
little pieces. He demanded an imme-
diate and utter apology, and when every
formula that The Sun put forward fail-
ed to satisfy him, he had the journal
denounced from all the parish pulpits
... and initiated a Catholic advertis-
ers’ boycott. . . . The incident allowed
the Sunpapers to feel painfully the
weight of the church’s hand. . . . Since
1934 The Sun has dealt tenderly with
the Catheolic Church. ... It is reason-
able to assume that the Curley attacks
of 1934 may have affected Sun policy
on the Spanish civil war. Shortly after
the revolt started, 2 Sun man wrote an

article in which he assessed the oppos-|

ing forces greatly to the moral detri-
ment of the rebels. . .. A few days lat-

.The Record

er the editorial staff received from the
hand of John Owens a note signed by
Paul Patterson stating that henceforth
articles on Spain must be read by Mr.
Owens before going inte print. . . . Sun
colurans since that time have displayed
pro-rebel sympathies, and Mr. Henry L.
Mencken has outdone Father Coughlin
himself in excoriating the “Barcelona
convent-hnrnerg,” the scoundrels “im-
ported from Moscow” by “Red Spain.”
BALTIMORE READER
L R
Please comment on Father Coughlin’s
basic thesis ‘that Nazism is a defense
mechanism against Communism.

I have discussed this point many
times in the past, as my volumes of
questions and answers show. 'I:he
very first time Hitler made the point
that Coughlin is now emphasizing, I
showed by actual figures that he was
talking bunk. Communism never was
a menace in republican Germany.
When Hitler took power the Commu-
nist vote in Germany was only 15
percent of the total ballots cast. Such
a small minority can’t be considered
a menace to any democratic State, In
a speech before the Progressive Edu-
eation Assoeciation, in Detroit, Mich.,
February 25, 1989, L. M. Birkhead,
of Kansas City, Mo., who is well
known to my readers, charged that
the Coughlin “basic thesis” menlioned
above is a distortion of the truth.
Mr. Birkhead said:

“Actually Nazism is a defense me-
chanism against liberalism, decency
and progress; and, as such, it is
characterized by all means of bar-
Laric practices, including the perse-
cution of defenseless minorities.
Not even the majorities are ex-
empt.”

It’s interesting to note that Father
Coughlin 1is using all the tricks of
propaganda employed so successfully
by Hitler. His magazine, Social Jus-
tice, sounds as though its words had
first been uttered in Hitler’s, Ger-
many.

B R R

Editor: Secretary Ickes declared, Feb-
ruary 10, 1939, that among other news-
papers The Philadelphia Record comes
“well within the limits of what a fair
newspaper ought to be.” That depends
on what you mean by “fair.” 1 admire
in many respects, but I
maintain that a paper is unfair to the
public if it dares not print truths which
are disagreeable to the Catholic clergy.
The story of the priestly boycott of The
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Record and its subsequent humble atti-
tude toward the Church has been told
in too many magazines and journals
don’t need repeating here. Amusing at
first, this tempest in a teapot over
fancied “government” censorship has
become tiresome. Intelligent people
know quite well that the danger of cen-
sorship does not come from the govern-
ments but only a few-—yoursclf, The

Nation, The New Republic—dare speak

out and tell us who the real cemsor is.

We know who threatens hoycotts right

and left (im their gentle, tolerant,

Christian way) and sends pressure

groups to browbeat publishers who print

the smallest item exposing nefarious
activities on the part of the Church.

An item in Washington Merry-Go-
Round column (Pearson and Allen) of
February 5—“The American Association
of University Professors has appointed
a committee to investigate the dismissal
of Dr, Moyer Springer Fleisher from the
medical faculty of St. Louis university
becauge of his pro-Spanish Loyalist
views.,” A strange circumstance was
that this item appeared in the column
as published in the Wilmington Sunday
Star. Out of curiosity I read the same
column in The Philadelphia Record of
February 5. The item was omitted en-
tirely.

Wilmington, D’;I, ;’ MATTIIEWS

What is your reaction to the enclosed

clipping, which tells of the complaint

of a scientist from Fascist Italy, who
claims he wasn’t permitted to enter cer-
tain laboratories at Harvard.

Let’s get the facts straight. Dr.
P. W. Bridgman, world-famoug physi-
cist, decided to bar Fascists from the
laboratories in his department, at
Harvard, hecause of the danger that
such men might misuse the scientific
knowledge available there. Hig de-
partment is one of the great research
centerg in the field of physics, where
he created tremendous pressures
which have given us new information
about the earth’s interior and the na-
ture of matter. One of the numerous
results of Dr. Bridgman’s work is
hot ice. When a Iascist scientist
tries to enter, Dr. Bridgman hands
him a statement which reads, in part:

“A citizen of such a State (total-
itarian) is no longer a free indi-

" vidual, but he may be. compelled to
engage in any activity whatever to
advance the purposes of that State.
The purposes of totalitarian States
have shown themselves to be in ir-
reconcilable conflict with the pur-
poses of free States.

Cegsation of seientific intercourse

with the totalitarian States serves
the double purpose of making more
difficult the misuse of scientific ine
formation by these States, and of
giving the individual opportunity to

express his abhorrence of their
practices.”
Scientists in free establishments

don’t have to be told how men of
science are enslaved to Fascist ideol-
ogy in totalitarian States. They have
seen Germany’s great educational
centers ruined, so that only those
“scientists” remain who are willing
to prostitute themselves in the ser-
vice of the military machine, their re-
searches being aimed almost entirely
at finding new ways of destroying
free people in democratic countries.
Dr. Bridgman’s position is well tak-
en. All laboratories of the free part
of the world should withhold from the
aggressors the knowledge that might,
if misused, make them more destruc-
tive. "

I have kept a money order for more
than a year. Now Pm told by the post-
master that he can’t redeem it because
it’s more than a year old. Have I lost
my money? :

No. While it’s true the local post-
master isn’t permitted to cash money
orders more than a year old, yon
don’t have to lose your money. The
Treasury Department will accept it
and issue a warrant from the treas-
ury. )

R

Is Canada the world’s greatest producer
of nickel?

Yes. The mines of Sudbury, Ont.,
supply 85 wpercent of the world’s
nickel. . g

*

Editor: You might print at The
Freeman’s masthead the text of the Bill
of Rights and allow it to remain there
as the rallying point for a movement to
dress up the poor old thing with a
good, sharp set of usable teeth and a
virile set of masculine accessories all
rcady for business. The Constitution
doesn’t seem to do much more than
guarantee that ‘We the Peepul’ shall
be exploited in the same old way by
the same old gang of governing gyps
working in two shifts and so faithful
and eager to serve us that they actually
guarrel for the honor. Two instances
within six months T have personally
seen, Near Oceanside, California, I saw
a driver dragged from his car and
beaten by emigration officers searching
all cars. IIe was pushed back inty his
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car with kicks and allowed to drive on.
There was no arvest. On U.S, Iighway
99, at Indio, I saw a State Highway pa-
trolman reach through the window and
slug an unresisting man sitting in the
car with his family. Again no arrest.
These attacks were both of the spirit of
Nazism and Fascism. It is time to give

the civil liberties people something
they can use to fight with, ~
Ramona, Calif. L. L. FENN

P2
Is it a fact that one of our Presidents
announced he was in favor of a war be-
cause he got a “flash from God in a
dream?”

It’s true, even though it sounds
fantastic. William MecKinley said he
had been thinking about the “op-
pressed colonieg of Spain” when later,
in a dream, God appeared and told
him it was the destiny of the U.S. to
free them. The Spanish-American
war followed.

e e e
Do you believe Poe was drunk when he
wrote his greatest stories, as so many
writers claim?

I don’t. John Macy, who saw some
of Poe’s manuscripts, said they were
written exquisitely, that they were
so neat and workmanlike Hney
couldn’t have been done by a shaky
hand. I'm always suspicious of any-
one who says a certain masterpiece
was written while the author was
drunk. A genius can (and does) get
drunk between Brobdingnagian mas-
terpieces, ‘buvt*not while he’s on one.

What do you think about the exchange
of students between countries? Also,
what do you think of the growing sys-
tem of correspondence between high-
school students of various countrie-s?

Usually, the system of exchanging
students is excellent, especially among
democratic, free countries. But the
evidence I've collected on the system
of student exchange between our
country and Fascist countries, espe-
cially Germany, shows it’s bad, ac-
cording to numerous clippings in &
folder devoled Lo this subject in my
newselip filing system. The Nazis
are careful to send us necthing but
propagandists who are taught how to
soread Nazism among our students.
However, in at least three cases Nazi

students in our colleges rejected the)

teachings imposed on them in Ger-
many and sincerely embraced our
demoeratie, liberal, humanitarian
ideals. They’re over here for good

and will become American citizens of
the best kind, When we come to the
student correspondence clubs we meet
a situation that’s one-sided propagan-
da. I have collected excerpts from
letters written by Nazi youths to
American pupils and all indicate the
crudest kind of Brutalitarian propa-
ganda. 'I'ne highschool at Jackson,
0., offers some precious examples of
what Nazi pupils will resort to when
they participate in ‘“international
correspondence.” Let me quote a
few:

I shall join the Arbeitsdienst for
a half a year and the army for two
yvears voluntary. It is the greatest
pleasure and honour for me to
march for my fatherland and my
godlike Fuhrer.

I like music very much, especially
military music,

I only can tell you that T am hat-
ing the Jews more than devil and

“hell. T have lived toc see how my
German fatherland was exhausted
and spnonged by this diabolical pec-
ple. T know how many girls have
been ravished by Jewish scoundrels.
But now the Jews have lost power
in Germany. No real, true German
would shake hands with a Jew to-
day. I would be glad when the last
Jew would be vanished from the
earth. T only hope that the brave
Arabs will kill many Jews in the
revolts of today.

I am very glad to join the
Arbeitsdienst. We must help the
peasants in the harvest time. I am
not accustomed to that work, but I
shall try to love it. It must be an
elevating feeling to march within
the grey columns throuch our Ger-
man couuntry, side by side with the
sons of laborers, ministers, artisans
and noblemen, all with shouldered
spade and with one creed: Whatever
our Fuhrer Adolf Hitler does, he is
right.

Germany is the most powerful
state of the world with the best
army, the best leader, the best gov-
ernment, the best idea. No country
in the world will he ahle to defeat
us, The will of Adolf Hitler is
sirongor than the will of the sum of
all othor statesmen. He is sent by
God to free our conntry, and to free
the world from the despotism of
the Jews and the capitalists, who
wish to send the nations into bloody
wars in order to earn themselves
much money,

Perhaps you may imagine how we
love our Fuhrer. If he appears in a
town or village, there is an im-
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menge rejoicing. Men, women and

children salute our god-like Fuhrer

with raised armg and “Heil Hitler.”

You may imagine that we cannot
like war when seeing the widows,
orphans, and cripples. But our
whole nation is ready for war, if
anyone should try to attack our
honor or rights. There will be no
boy who will not at once shoulder
the armg valuntarily whether we all
have heard about the terror of war
from our fathers. (My father was
during the whole war in the hell of
Verdun. Perhaps yon have read
about Verdun,)

You have a fine opinion of our
government and Hitler. But you
said that you believe in freedom of
the press and speeches to your own
advantage., But such a freedom in
Germany would mean a free hand
for the few enemies nf our gavern~
ment, for the traitors, war-profiteers,
and cowards, They could unrestrain-
ed poison the opinion of the foreign
countries. That is nowadays impos-
sible in Germany. Qur press says
the opinion of our government and
of the ninety-nine percent National-
Socialists is of Germans.

Usamerica is the only state in
America led by the white race (I
think and I hope that she soon will
froee horgelf from the influence of
Negroes, Jews, and Japanese or Chi-
nese people). All other American
states are led by conglomerate of
white men, Nogroes, Red Indians,
mestizos, mulattos, A.S.P. In the
hands of your nation lie the destiny
of American culture and political
strength.

The last one quoted above must
have puzzled the American youths who
had taken Geography. One wonders
where this Nazi pupil got the infor-
mation about our 49th State, “Us-
america.” Some Nazi teacher must
have pul il inlo his mind, Think o.f
an “educational” system that prosti-
tutes a mnoble institution to such bar-
barous purposes!

e e
Why are Jews also called Hebrews and
Israelites?

An authority on Jewish history,
Solomon B. Freehof, asks the ques-
tion, “Are we Hebrews, Israelites or
Jews?” and answers:

All three terms were at one time
a correct description. Hebrew comes
from the Hebrew word meaning to
cross and referred to the descend-
ants of Abraham who crossed the
river Euphrates from the East to
settle in Palestine. Israclite comes

from the name Israel, which was

the by-name of Abraham’s grandson,

Jacob. All of the 12 tribes were

descendants of Israel (Jacob) and

therefore called Israelites as well
as Hebrews. These 12 tribes formed
one kingdom under Saul, then David,
and then Solomon. After the death
of King Solomon, the kingdom di-
vided into two. The Southern King-
dom included thce Tribes of Judah
and Benjamin and because Judah
was the dominant tribe, it was call-
ed the Kingdom of Judah. The

Northern Kingdom included the 10

other Tribes and was called the

Kingdom of 1Israel, although the

name Israel could have applied to

both Kingdoms. The Northern

Kingdom was conquered by the As-

syrians and its scattered remnants

are called the Ten Lost Tribes. The

Southern Kingdom condured and we

are the descendants of its people.

When the Northern Kingdom was

destroyed, the remnants of this

Southern Kingdom were called Ju-

deans, from which is derived the

German word “Jude” and our Eng-

lish word “Jew.”

We are all Judeans, or Jews, de-
scendants of the Tribe of Judah.
Being also descendants of Jacob
(Israel), Judah’s father, we can be
properly described as Israelites and
also' as Hebrews (i.e., descendants
of Abraham who crossed the Eu-
phrates).

L R

I am interested in getting authentic
data regarding civil rights in Hawaii,
Guam, the Philippines, Virgin Islands,
etc. I find it difficult to get access to
the real facts. I'm sure many of your
readers want to know the truth about
the relations of the U.S. government
with its Carribean and Pacilic poses-
sions,

The best source of information I
ean find is a 32-page pamphlet igsued
by the American Civil Liberties
Union, entitled “Civil Liberties in
American Colonies,” an invaluable
mine of material on this important
subject. The survey shows that the
Philippines and Virgin Islands are
cnjoying some civil rights, but that
conditions in the other islands aren’t
what they should be. However, in
Hawaii, “although numerous viola-
tions of civil liberties in industrial
strife have been reported, no special
condition in Hawaii different from
that in the U.S. marks American con-
trol.” Samoa and Guam, whose peo-
ple still aren’t permitted to become
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American citizens, “remain under inl tl&e ggvegl{nment o_ft t}lie V'i.rgin
iet: ia ' 1) - siands. . 0 permi awall 0
dictatorial rule by the Navy Depart vote 5n Tehanging o tordtorial

ment without even a status defined
by Congress.” As I stated a few
sentencey back, the people in the Phil-
ippines receive more civil liberties
than in most of our other colonies,
but this shouldn’t permit us to jump
to the conclusion that all is well, In
those islands, aeccording to the
A.C.L.U., “the lack of democracy and
the denial of constitutional eivil
righty that characterize the Cummon-
wealth government are ominous.” The
whole record of our 40 years of
American administration of colonies
isn’t anything to boast about. Puerto
Rico presents the most “acute prob-
lem” in its relation to the U.S., the
nationalist movement there being the
object of “constant repression.” But
when we turn to the Virgin Islands
we discover that “the conflict hbetween
American officials and the natives,
acute for years under naval rule and
even later, has largely disappeared
under the new form of government
and a liberal administration.” The
pamphlet says:

“Maintenance of civil libertics in
the colonies is essential to political
or economic reforms of any gsort.
Only by organization and agitation
can natives expregg their desgires
and needs. Achievement of this de-
pends not only on freedom of
speech, press and assemblage but
also on the forms of American con-
trol, which limit political participa-
tion.”

The A.C.L.U. urges seven steps
as ‘“remedieg obviously needed,” as
follows: )

1. To permit Puerto Ricans to vote

" on genuine independence or on
statehood. 2. To change the present
administration in Puerto Rico by
appointing officials who will permit
the free exercise of civil rights, and
extend self-government. 3, To adopt
forms of civil government for

Samoa and Guam to replace naval

rule, with citizenghip for the na-

tives. 4. To substitute as rapidly
as practicable school instruction in
native languages for instruction in

English—in Guam, Samoa and

Puerto Rico. 5. To retain the terms

of independence for the Philippines,

and assure its realization by 1946.

To secure for the Philippine Com-

monwealth American advisers of

progressive mind. 6. To extend na-
tive participation and responsibility

status to statehood.

Readers who care to study the re-
port in full may obtain a copy by
sending a dime to the American Civil
Liberties Union, 31 TUnion Square
WBS‘t, N.Y.C.

Do you consider the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored
People a legitimate organization for
Negroes? I have an opportunity to join,
but won’t until I learn more about it.

Don’t be afraid to join the
N.A.AC.P. It’s a legitimate, honest,
sincere association. I happen to be a
member of this inter-racial organiza-
tion, which was founded in 1909 by
white and black Americans lo sup-
port the struggle to gain the Negroeg
full enjoyment of the Bill of Rights.
This body’s leadership is able, ener-
getic, uncompromising, intelligent
and strictly honest. The money taken
in for dues and from contributions
is used constructively to the last
penny, Here are the main purposes
of the N.A A.C.P., all of which I en-
dorse completely:

The ending of lynching; 2, the
ending of peonage and the debt
slavery of southern sharecroppers
and tenant farmers; 2, the ending
of disfranchisement; 4, the abolition
of injustices in legal procedure,
particularly criminal = procedure,
based solely on race and color; 5,
equitable distribution of funds for
public education; 6, abolition of
segregation, discrimination, insult
and humiliation hased on race or
color; 7, equality of oppeortunity to
work in all fields with equal pay for
equal work; 8, abolition of discrim-
ination against Negroes in the right
of collective bargaining through
membership in organized labor un-
ions,

The other night I spoke at a.meet-
ing in a colored Methodist Church,
where a movement was afoot to or-
ganize a branch of the N.A.A.C.P.
I spoke for about 50 minutes, out-
lining the principles and splendid
record of this organization, and
urged all persons present—white and
colored—to join. I'm glad to be able
to report that before the meeting
adjourned a branch was organized.
Our own Xansas Senator, Arthur
Capper, hag long been an officer of
this society and has always shown
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himself to be a true friend of the
colorcd people. When I mentioned
his name the audience applauded. In
my talk I called particular attention
to the faet that persecution of Ne-
groes isn’t a problem only of color-
ed people—it’s a problem that con-
cerns the entire human race. At the
same time I brought home the im-
“portant fact that the N.A.A.C.P., and
other organizations fighting for op-
pressed minorities, are fortunate to
be able to carry on in a democracy,
imperfect though that democracy may
be. They have the right to organize,
to meet, to publish papers and maga-
zines, to speak freely, to vote (in all
States except certain sections in the
South), and can, in numerous other
ways, advance their cause. This led
me to my favorite subject—a severe
attack on Fascism as the enemy of
all civilized elemenls, and, needless
to say, all racial minorities. My
anti-Fascism was received favorably,
showing that the Negroes recognize
the appalling persecutions and dis-
criminations that will face them
should Brutalitarianism spread its
poison inlo our country. I then paid
tribute to the Supreme Court of the
United States, declaring that that
body has, since the Nred Scott deci-
sion, shown a desire to help preserve
the Negro’s rights. I felt safe in
saying that no matter how many de-
feats the Negroes might suffer in the
local courty of unfair sections, they
could rely on fair decisions when
their complaints went before the Su-
preme Court, a body which has, of
recent decades, shown itself, time
after time, determined to stand by
the Constitution every time Negroes
appealed for their constitutional
rights. Then I enumerated a number
of victories won by the N.A.A.C.P.
in the educational world (several
times with the direct help of the Su-
preme Court), especially in the case
of the University of Maryland, which
was compelled to open the doors of
its law school to Negro students.
Similar suits have been fought
against the University of Tennessee
and the University of Missouri, In-
telligent Negroes feel keenly the
fact that so many of our universities
still discriminate againgt Negro stu-
dents, but it’s clear that they will
fight such unfair treatment, especial-

ly through the N.A.A.C.P. Readers
who want to join the N.AA.CP.
should write to its headquarters, 69
Fifth Ave, N.Y.C.

C I R
Do you believe that money can buy the
finer things of life?

On this point I'm inclined a little to
agree with phat great philosopher and
humanist, Jimmy Durante, who, in
one of his profoundest moments, dis-
coursed:

“What good is meney? C€an
money get you friendship? No. Can
money get you loyalty? No, Can
money get you happiness? No. ...
I’m speaking, of course, of Confed-
erate money.”

* %

Do people fail to cash many postoffice
money orders?

The postoffice department reports
that Americans fail to cash from
$500,000 o $700,000 worth of money
orders each year. Most of these or-
ders are received by persons who for-
get to cash them or lay them aside.
In my plant we have handled many
thousands of money orders and I'm
still to fail to cash one. In fact, the
ugual procedure is to turn them into
money twice daily, within a few
minutes aftex;z‘ eawigl rgail is opened.

As a Newtonian I'm puzzled by those
astronomers who speak about the “cur-
vature of space.” What does it mean?

It means nothing very much, even
though it came from the great mathe-
matician, Professor Albert HEinstein.
1 say “came” deliberately, for he
later announced he had revised his
ideas on this confusing subject. Sir
James Jeans, the mathematical as-
tronomer, in his book, “The Universe
Around Us,” page 72 of which I had
tabbed a long time ago in order to
get hiy ideas when needed, discusses
the matter this way:

“This curved space is not, it is
true, the ordinary space of the as-
tronomer. It is a purely mathemat-
ical and probably wholly fictitious
space—[ a space which, when link-~
ed with time] is nothing but a con-
venient fiction ¢f the mathemati-
cian, . . . Real space and real time
undoubtedly are distinct.”
Expressions like “space bending

back upon itself” shouldn’t bother
those who always looked on the world
as having three dimensions—length,
lepth and breadth., Here our eyes
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don’t deceive us. Sometimes certain
scientists like to bewilder ordinary
people with their orgies of verbiage.
And this includes the fellow who
talks about “curved space” or who
gets drunk on Bishop Berkley and
argues endlessly on the silly point
that matter doesn’t exist, that it’s all
in our minds—as though the brain
(which, when in action, constitutes
what we call mind) weren’t in itself
a hunk of matter. The typewriters on
which they write their long-winded
essays are just as real as a hot-dog
sandwich. This is a very real uni-
verse. I always advise my readers to
shy away from any kind of mysti-
cism, whether it comes from a preach-
er or a gabby scientist who thinks
it’s smart to get people all muddled
by empty phrase-mongering.  You
never hear an intelligent, informed,
realistic Materialist talk such moon-
shine. I'm reminded of the wvisit a
young engineer once made to my of-
fice. He is connected with one of the
great corporations in the electrical
field. On his way to install some new
kind of engines in a distant city, he
dropped in for a chat. When talking
about the subject he was an expert 1n
—electrical engineering—he was en-
trancing, but, like so many others,
he likes to stray into fields about
which he knows nothing, especially
mysticism. After describing real en-
gines and all that sort of thing for
perhaps 30 minutes, he stopped, sigh-
ed, and then said, rather wistfully,
“After I get these things finished I
always stand back and wonder if
they’re really real or just figments of
my imagination?” I looked at him in
amazement, then gaid I wag sure the
municipality that had contracted for
the engines was quite convinced they
were real and that real money would
be forthcoming in due time, He
shook his head again, as though he
questioned even this obvious state-
ment, Ags I’ve said, it all gnes to
show how some people who deal in
realities like to wander into the
jungles of mysticism, which gets
them nowhere. Such people make
perfect members of the Christian
Science Church. But, those notions

can't get very far, for most people
have their feet on solid ground and
know that engines that produce elec-

tricity are real things, not manifes-
tations of the spiritual, whatever
that piffle means. At this point I
want to repeat a good sentence to be
found on page 140 of John Dewey’s
book, “Reconstruction in Philosophy,”
because the kind of people I've been
deseribing above need to take the
words to heart: “The first distin-
guishing characteristic of thinking is
facing the facts—inquiry, minute
and extensive scrutinizing, observa-

tion.”
L SR

I need a quotation from a conservative
source regarding the claim of Funda-
mentalists that Genesis doesn’t conflict
with science. Can you give me one?

There are many to choose from.
The Encyclopedia Britannice enjoys
the reputation of being conservative,
a point which even a Fundamental-
ist may be willing to grant. Well,
yow’ll find in its article on “Genesis,”
by Stanley Arthur Cook, the follow-
ing:

“That the records of the pre-his-
toric ages in Genesis 1-XI are at
complete variance with modern sci-
ence and archaeological research is
unquestionable.”

L3 *

Where do we get cloves?

The bulk of the world’s cloves

comes from Zanzibar,

% %
Pm glad to read the numerous funny
stories you say the people in Nazi Ger-
many are passing around. Give us some
more,

These storieg are a form of politi-
cal expression, in humorous style,
and for that reason help give one an
insight into how the German people
really feel about Hitlerism. Here are
a few 'more that are gning the
rounds:

A lad named Fritz, of Hamburg,
was eating a meager supper with
his father.

“Papa,” asked Fritz, munching his
potato peeling, “what does National
Socialism ‘mean?”

Papa remained gloomily silent.

“Papa,” insisted Fritz, “I asked
you what does National Socialism
mean?”

“Eat your potato peelings
shut up!” cried the father.

“Ja, ja,” said Fritz sadly, “that’s
what I thought it meant.”

and

A high Nazi functionary visited
a Frankfort factory.
“I have come,” boomed the high
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official to the factory owner, “to get
statistics on the political beliels of
your employes. I want exact fig-
ures, you understand.”

“To be sure,” said the honest
factory owner. “I have known my
workers for many years and I know
exactly their political beliefs. I
would say that 60 percent of them
are trade univnists.”

“What!”

“Yes. And 30 percent are Social
Democrats.”

“The devil you say!™

“And the other 10 percent are
scattered, but most of them are
Communists,”

“Du lieber Gott! Do you mean to
say there are no Nazis at all?”

“But, my dear sir,” protested the
factory owner quickly. “Of course.
They are ALL Nazis.”

A valuable ape in the Berlin zoo
died, The head zoo keeper summeon-
ed one of the caretakers, named
Hans, and said:

“Hans, run quickly te the zoo
staff doctor and tell him the ape is
dead. Ask him to come immediate-
ly, for the disease may be epidemic
and more animals may die.”

“Ja ja,” said Hans, putting on his
cap and running off,

Hours passed. No Hans, The head
zoo keeper, cursing, decided to run
the errand himself. He walked to
the office of the zoo staff doctor, and
there found both Hans and the doc-
tor quite drunk, with a bottle of
brandy on the table between them.
- “This is unheard of,” screamed
the head zoo keeper. “Hans, this
shall be reported!”

Hans wavered to his feet and
saluted.

“It was not my fault, mein lieber
Herr,” mumbled Hans. “This is
God’s truth. I came immediately
to Herr Doktor’s office. When I en-
tered he arose and cried: ‘Heil Hit-
ler!” And I said: ‘Herr Doktor, the
ape is dead!’ ‘Aha!’ cried Herr Dok-
tor. ‘So he’s dead! Well, that calls
for a celebration’ And he opeéned
a bottle of his best brandy.”

Not that it’s of world-shattering im-
portance, but can you tell me what
caused Mencken and Nathan to break
up their friendship?

Mencken and Nathan, as iy gen-
erally known, collaborated as editors
and authors for something like a
decade, during which they turned out
an immense quantity of stuff, much
of it good and some of it callow.
They were hardboiled with the world,

and (so the world thought) with each
other. But there came a day when
Mencken exploded into a round grease
spot, Nathan, the snappy, smart,
stylish cosmopolitan, let Mencken, the
corny product of Baltimore, know
that his clothes were in bad taste,
egpecially his collars. And that’s how
Mencken quit working with the dap-
per Nathan. It goundy fantastic the
way I write it here, but it happens
I'm being careful to tell the lilteral

truth.

s ok
Is poker more popular than contract
bridge?

The Association of American Play-
ing Card Manufacturers announced,
on IFebruary 14, 1939, that a survcy
of 2,600 clubs and organizations
showed contract bridge is the most
popular card game, while poker ranks
second, followed by auction bridge,
rummy, pinochle, hearts, 500, whist
and solitaire.

oo ok
‘What do you think about Rousseau’s
theory that man is “naturally good”?

While there’s much in Rousseau
that I admire, I can't see much lruth
in hiy theory that man is naturally
good, that ecivilization corrupted us,
that man in his primitive state was
a worthy creature, and that civilized
man should, to save himself, return
to the happy, blessed habitg of the
people who lived in simpler times. If
Rousseau is right, why is it that
primitive man made so few contribu-
tions to civilization? His life was
short, filled with superstitions, igno-
rance, preventable disease, fears and
cruelties, Children of even civilized
people are rarely ‘‘good.” If any-
thing, children usually are downright
bad, anti-social, cruel, destructive,
savage. They have to be educated
into the ways of civilizeq living.
There are many people who claim to
be civilized but who are even worse
than lhe worsl savage—meaning, of
course, men of the ilk of a Hitler or
a Mussolini. But such creatures
aren’t ecivilized, in the real senge.
They’re throw-backs. Education only
succeeded in bringing out the primi-
tiveness we’re all born with, extend-
ing it beyond the wusual years of
youthful savagery, and then growing
more ruthless and cruel with the
passing. of time. TFvery impulge of
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civilized people is to breed such speci-
mens out of the race. The job may
seem hopeless, but there are many
good reasons to hold that, with time,
it’s possible to raise a people to
loftier standards, to humanitarianism,
to friendliness, to kindliness, to jus-
tice, to fair play. A medicine, if
taken in ignorance, may kill; if
taken properly, it may save lives.
Eduecation is civilization’s medicine to
remove the curse of the primitive.
Too often it happens that education
is used, or rather misused, so that
the purposes of civilized living are
frustrated. But that doesn’t change
the truth that education, properly
used, can be made to elevate human-
ity to higher planes of existence. Just
because certain people misuse science
for the ends of destruction, of mass
murder, and terror, is no reason to
dismiss science from our lives, for
it’s elear that, properly used, science
can help make life truly worth living
—a thing of beauty, security, health,
wisdom, and progress. The mental-
ity that works over the problem of
supplying aggressors with new kinds
of poison gas can have his energies
diverted to finding a cure for cancer.
The test of any civilization is the de-
termination it ghowg in ridding its
people of the impulses of primitive
ignorance. But we must be patient.
Civilization is hardly more than a
child. In the calendar of events, it
appeared only yesterday. It wavers,
it stumbles, but it manages to sur-
vive. Its future is hright, becauge it
holds the key to better living.
D N

Someone told me your name was changed

to E. Haldeman-Julius from E, Julius
 Haldeman to escape creditors, Wasg he
mistaken?

This is a new one. I hear no end
of fantastic stories about myself,
but this is the first time DIve
heard this amusing one. Your mis-
taken friend. incidentally, has discov-
ered a simple way of getting rid of
creditors—just turn your name in-
side out. But what is poor John Jones
to ¢o? Change it around to Jones
John? And how’s Mrs. Astorhorses
to turn the trick?

e e R .
Can you mention some.of the govern-
ment’s domestic projects that are mak-
ing for progress?

You ean answer that question for

yourself by just looking around your
city of Philadclphia, where two pro-
gressive phenomena were born—the
Declaration of Independence and my-
self. But seriously, this subject of
whether the people have received
value for the money spent by the
Federal government during the past
five or six years must be getting
tiresome to informed people. I have
shown—and .1 point to my volumes
of questions and answerg for the
proof of this assertion—that the vast
and varied public works program of
the administration has been progres-
sive, useful and constructive in every
sense. Billions have been spent, but
look at the gigantic power sites,
dams, bridges, public buildings,
schools, roads, CCC camps, soil con-
servation, reforestation, flood control,
athletic centers, airports, libraries,
housing, and so on almost without
end. The country is richer because of
this mighty program. It’s a better
place to live in. Don’t be taken in by
the false propaganda of the reaction-
ary interests that want the public to
get the impression that the govern-
menl hag squandered Lhe people’s
money, that the men who have been
put on the pay-roll were, and are,

lazy, inefficient and expert shovel-
leaners. The silly little jokes
shouldn’t deceive anyone. The mil-

lions of men and women who have
been paid to deliver work have met
their part of the bargain., They have
given value for the money.

o

Editor: 1 agree with you in your
analysis of world affairs at present. The
democracies, or so-called democracies,
which comprise chiefly England and
France are the direct cause of the pres-
ent terrible conditions existing in the
world. I love freedom. I was educated
in your country (in Pennsylvania) and
I am now completing work for my doc-
tor’s degree in law at our National Law
Faculty here, )

We have formed in this city the
Nicaraguan Democratic Union, which
chiefly fights Fascism and Nazism. We
hold weekly meetings and call in the
masses and explain (0 them the grave
danger that is upon us if the free peo-
ples of the world do not rally and lend
their support in every way to stamp eout
this new form of medieval savagery that
has come upon us.

Just recently I met Dr, Ben Cherring-
ton, Director of the Division of Cultur-
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al Relations at Washington. He passed
through here fram the Lima Conference,
I had a long chat with him on matters
of great importance to the American
Government. The U.S. has slept and al-
lowed Fagcism to creep into Latin
America. You are going to have a great
struggle to clean up these countries.
Franco’s puppet government in Spain
is working hore to renew the old Span-
ish Empire that existed before we de-
clared our independnce in 1821. In
these Republics, Franco has the Cathe-
lic Church with him, You beller con=
tinue a strong propaganda for your
Government to keep an eye on these lit-
tle countries, I am a friend of the U.S.,
but you have been careless with the
liberty your forefathers gave you. Re-
member, “Eternal vigilance is the price
of freedom.”

R. M. HOOKER
Managua, Nicaragua, C.A.

' L

Which feature of the New York world’s
Falr, in your opinion, will impress mid-
westerners most?

15-cent hamburgers.
L

Do you think human nature can ever
change?

In only my lifetime I remember
when every young feller with a car
never thought of driving without first
opening the muffler,

de e &
Please write occasionally on the pro-
gressive foreign governments that have
or are making contributions which the
U.S. might adopt.

I have done this consistently, and
intend to continue telling readers how
Scandinavia, New Zealand, etc.,
have gone ahead with programs that
we can adapt to our needs. During
the past 15 or 20 years I’ve extolled
New Zcaland for ity social-minded
measures along the lines of security
for the masses and its efficient, work-
able system of nationalized utilities.
As for the Secandinavian countries,
I've written reams of copy about
their wonderful cooperatives. Here,
of course, I've told abuvut the same
projects in countries like Belgium,
France, England, etc. The idea of
consumers’ cooperatives is taking
hold, even though it was first tried
out in a foreign country. We're usu-
ally suspicious of izzums, but con-
sumers cooperatives are so sane and
sensible that even the most provincial
yokel has to confess there’s some-
thing in the cooperative movement

that we can use for our own good.
And the factsy show we're traveling
in the direction of a prodigious co-
operative movement, The next decade
or two will see immense forward
strides in this field. If you want more
of the facts, let me refer you to my
volumes of questions and answers,
which are crammed with ddfa of all
kinds.

We Western Canadians who believe in
democracy are deeply concerned over
the threats of the Catholic-Fascists in
Eastern Canada. What would be the
attitude of these Fascists if Italy were
to join Germany and Japan in a war
on the Western democracies?

Mayor House, of Montreal, an-
nounced early in I'dbruary, 1939, that
the French-Canadians are “Fascist
by blood.” He added they would
sympathize with Italy “in the event
of an Anglo-Italian war.,” Canadian
Fascism is a serious problem. The
Cooperative Commonwealth Federa-
tion (C.C.F.), Canada’™ Socialist
party, takes a firm stand in support
of democracy, at the same timie in-
sisting that the Government shall de-
cide for itself whenever it’s to go to

war.
ok B

Editor: You are such a Roosevelto-
phile that you have definitely sahotaged
criticism of F. D. R, in your writings.
Perhaps you have done it unconscious-
ly, not wishing to put yourself in the
category of the opposition., But, after
all, criticism from the Left should al-
ways be kept up, the Communist party
notwithstanding.  Furthermore, = don’t
forget one thing—capitalistic democ~
racy is still capitalistic democracy.
That’s mof being narrow-minded: it’s
being realistic. Look at England and
France as beautiful examples of capi-
talistic democracy—just out and out
hypocrisy. It boils down to class in-
terests before national interests. Cer-
tainly ne real democracies would have
continued this appeasement and also let
Franco win in Spain. What a sweet
set-up for France with an additional
border to defend. By criticism of
F. D. R. I mean in regard to: 1. The ad-
ministration hlocking passage of the
Ludlow amendment which would have
allowed the people to vote on war par-
ticipation for offense and mnot defense.
It’s a perfectly good democratic bill and
all talk about giving the Fascists a bet-
ter hand is ridiculous, 2. The adminis-
tration (through Hull) not declaring
that there oxisted a state of war in
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China. To say that restriction of war
shipments te China would have helped
Japan is also ridiculous since 45 pex-
cent of Japanese war material has come
from the democracy of the U.S.A. After
all, if the shipments of war material
directly to a Chinese port had amount-
ed to anything Japan could and would
have easily blockaded China. China
would be better off today if the ncutral-
ity act had been invoked, for the U.S S.R,
and Indo-China would have shipped in
arms to China and Japan’s source would
have decreased. 8. The administration's
rotten and damnable policy toward
Spain is a terrible blight upon the
U.8.A, and it was at F, D. R’s, instiga-
tion that Congress put through the em-
bargo originally, Don’t forget that!
And every attempt to lift it since has
been sabotaged by the White House
crowd. It’s just rotten hypocrisy, all
these words by the little father in the
White House. If you want to stop ag-
gressors in South America, then you
must stop them on the soil of Spain and
not let them win there. Even now they
won’t change their policy, saying it
would change the Eurepean policy. The
fact is we don’t have a European policy;
we’re just tied to the apron-strings of
Great Britain, and you know it.

E. HERBERT SEXTON, D.D.S.
Hollis, LI, N.Y.

e

Is it true that it’s much easier to make
a girl by. getting her to smoke cigar-
ettes, which are supposed to make her
passionate?

I'm afraid, no matter what I tell
you, you're going to waste a lot of
cigarettes.

O .

What’s the difference bhefween an old-
time jazz band and one of these mew-
fangled swing bands?

There are many points of differ-
cnece, but the only one that strikes me
at the moment is that the men in jazz
bands used to be apologetic about
their work while members of swing
bands tell you frankly their stuff’s
'way better than Bach, Beethoven, or
Brahms.

&
Did Abraham Lincoln own a German-
language newspaper?

Yes.

I G

ADVERTISE IN THE FREEMAN

The American Freeman, with its in-
telligent readers scattered all over the
U.S.,, is an excellent mail order adver-
tising medium, Advertisements are ac-
cepted subject to the publisher’s ap-
proval, GENERAL ADVERTISING: per

column inch, $5.60. Minimoum space, 14
inch, $2.80. CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING: per word, 6c. Minimum order for
classified, $1. (Count each initial, ab-
breviation, number or group of numbers
as one word.) Cash must accompany ali
orders. The American Freeman, Adv.
Dept., Girard, Kansas,

W e
A friend did me a favor and I im-
mediately did him one in return, with
the result that he seemed displeased.
Can you explain this?

La Rochefoucauld noticed this when
he wrote: “Too great haste in repay-
ing an obligation iy a specieg of in-
gratitude.” i

deo ok %

How many American policemen did
criminals kill in 19382

40.
P
What do you say when you hear it ar-
gued that religion and science must go
forward hand in hand?

That’s ridiculous. As Joseph Me-
Cabe once said: “The Theist and the
scientist are rival interpreterg of na-
ture. The one retreats as the other
advances.”

o R R

How many symphony orchestras are
there in the U.S. today? How many a
generation ago?
in 1910, 22.
*

In 1939, 2,000;
AN

“The recent suggestion of certain con-
gressmen that the C.C.C. become a mil-
itary unit does not meet with my ap-
proval. I believe the organization is
doing very well with its present pro-
gram and that making it a junior army
would lower its valuc,”—J. P. Mcstrczat,

Alaska.

Editor: I believe your “card jackets”
will fit right in with my present sys-
tem of filing clippings and material. If
it does, ’ll be coming back shortly for
200 more jackets,

While the system I use, based on that
of Henry Albert Phillips, a playwright,
is nowhere near as simple as yours,
I think it more nearly suits my needs
for fiction. The system is divided into
10 main divisions: Man’s Nature (races,
customs, position in society, etc.), His
Heart (his relations of friendship, love.
marriage, etc.), His Ambition (dealing
with his struggle for achievement), His
Might (dealing with forms of combat,
war, peace, discord, history, ete.), His
Character “(dealing with character,
crime, its detection and punishment, the
law, etc.), His Flesh (health, remedy,
diseage, death, otc.), His Mind (super-
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stitions, secience, literatnre, derange-
ment, ete.), His Soul (or his rclations
with his gods, and the effect of those
relations on society~-which includes
filings of much of yours and Joseph Mec-
Cabe’s works), His Emotions (pleasure,
pathos, etc.), and Personification of
Man (under which comes nature, the air
and sea, animals, etc.)

Thig system, with its many subdivi-
sions, covers all of the aspects of man’s
life. If ’m working on a detective story,
I’ll find all the items on crime detec-
tion in the several envelopes under De-
tection in the main division “His Char-
acter,” instead of scattered all over un-
der various letters of the alphabet, as
“lie~-detector” under “L” and “finger
prints” under “F.” Locating a subject
isn’t complicated, though; for a catalog
is used, each numbered page represent-
ing an envelope with each subdivision
on it lettered. At the very beginning,
it requires 200 envelopes.

CLARENCE S. CAMPBELL
Philadelphia, Pa. ’

[Editor’s note: Reader Campbell’s fil-
ing system looks good from where 1 sit.
But I don’t see why he can’t use it in
my newsclip folders. They’re right down
his alley.]

W %
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Editor: Father Coughlin is an Irish
name, I am sorry to say: but I doubt if
there is a drop of Trish blood in the
“wood” father’s heart. He shonld change
his name to Cackling. Let no man dare
call himself Irish if he persecutes or
attempts to persecute the Jewish. peo-
ple—whose blood has been shed in tor-
rents all through the ages by barbariang
sailing in the good ships—Christianity,
Civilization, Respectability. Fascist
murderers! They will get what they
have given to the poor Jewish people.
The Czars of Russia and their ilk per-
secuted the Jews; we know how they
ended. And if T could lay my hands on
Hitler T would show him how a real
Irishman disposes of a scabby, Fascist

rat. PATRICK O’SULLIVAN
Toronto, Canada
s e R

Editor: Savs The Philadelphia Record,
March 2, 1939: “It is becoming increas-
ingly impossible to comment coherently
on totalitarian Europe. The closest we can
come ig Lord Acton’s ‘Power corrupts;
absolute vpower corrupts ahsolutely’
Even that doesn’t seem to go far enough
for Germany and Russia.” Nor for Italy
and Roman Catholicism, why doesn’t
The Record add? Doesn’t absolufe pow-
er corrupt the Roman Church as ab-
solutely as any other dictator? One
wonders whether the Church will be
ghrewd enough mot to kill the goosc

that lays the golden egg here, now that
it has killed its Spanish, Russian and
Mexican geese? It is common knowl-
edge that the United States provides
most of the Vatican wealth, Will the
hierarchy have sense enough to let well
enough alone?

More from the Philadelphia Record,
February 16, 1939: “It is perhaps the
clearest indication of Hitler’s megalo-
mania that he would have the sacred
election of a new Pope of the almost

400,000,000 Roman Catholics of the
world revolve around his political
wishes, Fascism never ceases exfend-

ing its tentacles. It has destroyed de-
mocracy at home, just as it has de-
stroyed Church schools. . . . We think
the Fascists will be disappointed. The
Church, based on the brotherhood of
man, will not tolerate racism under any
Pope. The Vicar on Earth of the Prince
of Peace will not condene the wanton
making of war. (Mr. E. H-J.,, here’s
your chance to give us a new definition
of ‘wanton—the war against the peace-
ful Ethiopians evidently not being wan-
ton!) The successor to St. Peter will
not shut his eyes to paganism., The war
of the Church against racism and vio-
lence of Fascism will be as unrelenting
as its war against the crass materialism
of Communism. How small are these
who shake their fists at the ancient
Church of Rome!” Like Voltaire, per-
haps? He was not so small but that the
Freuch clergy realized the harm he
could do them. (By the way, perhaps
some of your readers would like to re-
fresh their minds as to the affaire
Calas.) No; Voltaire with his ery,
‘Crush the infamous thing!> was not
much like the Mr. Sterns of our day,
whose reasoning appears to be, “There
is no use trying to stand in the way of
the tremendously powerful R. C.
Church, Tt will get whatever it wants
anyway, so let us hasten the day by
lying down and permitting it to walk
all over us.”
Wilmington, Del. W. MATTHEWS
L RS

How many pianos and radios do the
American people own?

10,983,000 pianosg; 30,500,000 radio

sets.

L SR S
How many parts does the average watch
contain?

150,

e e e
At which speed does a vacuum cleaner
do its best work?

Two State experiment gtations
studied this question and reached the
same conclusion—a vacuum cleaner
works best when moved at a wspeed
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between one and two feet a second,
according to a memo in my mnewsclip
filing system.

I

e
“I wish you would slip the slogan,
‘Join a Consumers’ Cooperative Today,
into The Freeman.,”—E. Herbert Sexton,
D.D.S, N.J.
’ +* e

“Your articles on Freethought are as
necessary as air.”—C, Borst, Ill.

Editor: You have probably read that
Kt. Keverend Joseph Corrigan of the
Catholic University of America an-
nounces a crusade for “God in Govern-
ment.” We thought it would come to
that sooner or later—an excuse to put
an end to separation of Church and
State; to have God (meaning the Cath-
olic ‘Church?), not man. running the
country. We've seen how it worked in
Spain, Mexico, Russia, and other Cath-
olic countries, and I think most of us
will apree with Alexander Wamilton,
whom The New Republic quotes as say-
ing, in reply to the suggestion that the
Constitutional Convention open each
meeting with prayers to God, that they
“could get along without the help of
any foreign power.”

READER

L R
What is your reaction to the bill intro-
duced by Representative Dickstein,
which would deny citizenship “to per-
sons who believe in any form of gov-
ernment for the U.S, contrary to that
now existing in the U.8.”?

This is on a par with the bill in-
troduced by Representative Demp.se’y,
providing for deportation of aliens
who advocate changes in the Ameri-
can form of governmenl. I have ex-
pressed my opinion on the Dempsey
bill. The Dickstein measure, if pass-
ed, can be used to strike a serious
blow at civil liberties. It would leave
the question in the hands of natural-
ization examiners and judges, which
would mean that personal prejud:ice
would have a lot to do with deciding
whether or not a person may become
a U.S. citizen. Mr. Dickstein, who i3
chairman of the House Immigration
Committee, speaks of the “form of
government of the United States,”
but does he know exactly what this
means? And does anyone know the
precise answer? One person might
say that members of the Supreme
Court should be elected by direct vote
of the people, while another might
insigt that the present system of ap-
pointing judgeg shonld prevail. Would

one be American and the other un-
American? A prejudiced official could
even decide that an alien belonging
to a labor union (such as the C.1.0.)
is acting in an un-American way,
and refuse to let him become a eiti-
zen. Some judges could easily con-
strue membership in one of the mi-
nority political parties as a reason

‘for assuming the applicant isn’t en-

titled to citizenship. The whole thing
is open to many misinterpretations
and abuses. I agree with the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union when it
held, recently, that the present law is
wholly sufficient.

Give the figures showing how Germany
has grown in area and.population since
the beginning of the World War.

The following table gives varia-
tions in area and population of Ger-
many:

Sq. Miles Population

1914 208,780 67,800,000
1919 181,500 60,000,000
1938 (March) 214,000 68,000,000
1938 (Sept.) 225,000 78,700,000
1939 (March) 258,0.*00‘ 88,000,000

The Congressional Record (February 1,
1939) contains a statement by Senator
Reynolds, of N. Car., in which he quotes
from an interview by Erika Mann,
daughter of the famons novelist, Thomas
Mann., Miss Mann is alleged to have
said: “I have mno hesitancy in calling
for the blood of the sons of American
mothers just so I can get even with
that government which 1 despise.”
Please comment.

Miss Erika Mann represents the
finest type of woman. She is an in-
telligent, honest student of affairs,
and her anti-Nazism iy the result of
true humanitarianism. Senator Reyn-
olds, on the other hand, is growing
more pro-Nazi every day. He puts
the Hitler regime in his gallery of
admirations, which is his privilege,
but he shouldn’t expect the American
public to swallow his gross lies with-
out protest. He deliberately lied
about Miss Mann, The interview,
which appeared in the New York
World-Telegram, January 27, 1939,
didn’t contain the words Senator
Reynolds credited to her. He show-
ed his Hitleristic appreciation of the
power of falsehoods by inventing a
stupid remark which a woman of
Miss Mann’s intellectual attainments
wouldn’t dream of uttering. In his
bhook, Hitleyr advised against little lies
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but defended great lies. Senator
Reynolds has taken this lesson to
heart. The voters of North Carolina,
who sent this Fascist to the U.S.
Senate, should blwu;h i;)r shame,

I was impressed by the numerous facts
you gave about the Socialist administra-
tion in Milwaukee, As an insurance
man I was especially interested in how
Milwaukee has succeeded in getting the
lowest car theft and burglary rates
among the country’s larger cities. I
think it would be valuable if you were
to show us exactly what Milwaukee’s
crime record is, compared with cities
of similar size or situation.

The Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion has issued its report for 1938,
according to an item in my newseclip
filing system. This report gives fig-
ures on robberies, burglaries and car
thefts in Milwaukee and a number of
other cities more or less comparable
to that city, Here’s the table:

Car

Robbery Burglary Theft

Kansas City ...... 558 1,316 1,147
Cincinnati ...... 534 2,159 713
Buffalo ......... . 102 650 661
Indtanapelis ..... 519 2,222 1,267
Dallas ........... 162 1,754 ' 824
Louisville ..... .. 443 2,604 878
. St. Louis ......... 534 1,340 1,226
Minneapolis ..... 276 1,446 1,363
Milwaukee ....... 51 577 3:31

Milwaukee’s Socialist administra-
tion has produced excellent results.
In my previous article I described
the measures that brought about
these splendid improvements. The
only point I care to make here is that
Milwaukee’s low crime rate ign’t the
result of a happy set of accidents;
it’s the outcome of intelligent, com-
petent, h‘onest*ad'n’gnis;ration.

Editor: Interesting comment on the
recent Nazi demonstration. Frank R.
Kent says, March 1, 1939: “Infinitely
more insidious, and therefore, more
dangerous, are the Communist tactics of
loudly calling themselves ‘liberals,
falsely asserting their devotion to the
American gystem, worming themselves
into key positions not only in pressure
organizations and labor unions but ac-
tually in the government itself....”
They would not be a real danger, says
Kent, if they were not permitted, “dis-
guised as patriots and with their tongue
in their cheeks saying, ‘Why, we’re not
Communists, we’re just Americans.”
Most of their activities are “pretty well
hidden, but now and then they break
ont in a new place” “So far ag the

bund is concerned, it provides its own
antidote. By putting on a show that an-:
gers and disgusts the country, it frus-
trates its efforts.,”

On March 1, 1939, the Philadelphia
Record contained a letter, said te be
typical of others received from Phila-
delphia students: ‘I have been a stu-
dent of the South Philadelphia High
School for Girls for two years and 1
wish to protest against the statement
in The Record accusing our instructors
of teaching Communism. I can truth-
fully say, having studied history since
I entered the school, that this statement
is not only false, but also an insult to
our school. Our teachers are careful not
to express their personal opinions in
matters of politics. About two years
ago the same charge was brought
against us; our school was visited, our
books examined and not one piece of
evidence was found which could make
this statement true. ... Pauline Mar-
chini”

Why do tory commentators, forever
yelling about mysterious Communists
(whom no one else can see) boring from
within by claiming “We are good Amer-
icans,” remain strangly blind to Roman
clerics who do that very thing? “We
are as good Americans as you can find,”
they protest; *“we love your George
Washington, your Thomas Jefferson
(which one finds it hard to believe,
congidering what Jefferson thought
of them.) We are always found
in the vangward fighting for human
rights, for the right of the people to
govern themselves.” Yes, the - priests
say this, and any child knows they
never back their words up by their ac-
tions. But somehow our brilliant tory
writers ean’t see it. They are tao bhusy
calling attention to non-existent Commi-
nists to see an evil that faces them.

READER
LK . 3 -
Please comment on the claim that Hit-
ler has raised the German people’s
standard of living.

Of all the outrageous statements
made by Hitler’s propagandists, this
is the most brazen. I heard the same
remark made by a Pittsburg. Kans.,
Methodist preacher, a Rev. Alpha
Kenna, The records—official and un-
official, and the reports of independ-
ent correspondents working for free
newspapers—all agree that the Nazis
have lowered the standard of living
of the German masses to its lowest
point in 2 century. I have presented
no end of facts (all of them to be
found in my volumes of questions and
answery) showing that Faseism in
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Germany and Italy has played havoe
with the people’s purchasing power.
Junius B. Wood, verteran newspaper
correspondent, who gpent nine months
in Germany, in which he visited many
gections of Hitlerland, wrote, on
April 1, 1939, that Hitler has made
Germany into one vast concentration
camp, writing of the average man,
Mr. Wood said:

“Instead of complaining—he’d be
thrown into a concentration camp
if he did—he now works 60 hours
a week, instead of 48. It is a virtue
and a patriotic duty to his great
Germany-—so says Goebbels—to go
without coffee and tobacco and to
eat adulterated butter, greenish
potato flour bread and other
‘ersatz’ foods. Butter and fats and
coffee are rationed by cards, while
all other foods—meats, vegetables
and fruits—are just as effectively
rationed by limiting the quantities
put on sale in the stores.”

That gives one a pretty good hint
of what’s happened to Germany’s
standard of living under the great
“savior.” Mr. Wood takes up another
point frequently touched on in Naazi
propaganda. I refer to the Hitler-
Goebbels  slogan, “People without
space,” which is used effectively to
give the world the impression that
Germany must have additional space
because the country is overpopulated.
But, says Mr. Wood, “they cannot ex-
p"lain why Italians are brought by the
thousands to work on farms and hew
construction. The explanation is
simple—all available money and man
power are used for new public build-
ings, fortifications, munitiuns, roads
and other mnon-productive develop-
ment. The German is not expected to
bother his head about that. The
Fuehrer will decide and tell him what
to think.,” Mr. Wood also found that
Germang everywhere took special
paing to explain to him “there are mno
poor or unemployed in the country.”
But they make no attempt to ex-
plain away the fact that “fonr sep-
arate collections are mneeded each
month, in addition to the special
taxes, all amounting to millions, on
the pretext of caring for {hese non-
existent poor and unemployed.” They
obey Hitler’s propaganda and shut
their eyes to the fact that while mil-
lions of men have been forced into
the army and labor camps, and other
millions have been put into the gigan-
tic projects connceted with building

up the war machine, Germany hasg
many unemployed and immense pov-.
erty, with the standard of Iliving
practically reduced to an “ersatz”
level—a standard based on substi-
tutes for many important articles of
diet. As Mr. Wood remarks, “One
may wonder whether the famed Ger-
man mentality has not beccome as
‘ersatz’ as the country’s bread.”
L R

Editor: As an earnest seeker after
truth, Mr, E. H-J., T do hope you will ’
tell me why presumably intelligent peo-
ple (including Eleanor Roosevelt, Drew
Pearson and Robert Allen) have labeled
Pius XI the “Pope of Peace.” His own
apologists have been unable to deny
that he, his priests, bishops and car-
dinals, blessed the banners of Musso-
lini’s Fascist troops when they set forth
on their rape of Ethiopia, a peaceful,
Christian country; or that Italian Fasc-
ists, with his blessing and appraval,
bombed defenseless women and children
in Spain. If those writers had been
Catholics, it would be quite understand-
able; it is what they ‘honestly believe
of their Pope. But the articles were
written by Protestants, so-called lib-
erals, and the very fact that they have
written guch things makes one feel
hopeless for the future. Our Founding
Fathers knew a man of peace, a lover
of democracy, when they saw one. Their
descendants seem +to have. lost that
faculty. All one need do is to say he
loves peace, believes in democracy; the
superficial do not look to see if his ac-
tions bear him out. As you and Joseph
McCabe have implied, Hitler and Mus-
solini believe in peace, in a sense; they
would much rather get what they want
peacefully—without the ravaging, the
destruction, the expense of war. But if
they can’t get their own way peacefully,
well, there will have to be a “just” war
—and it will be the enemy’s fault that
there is no peace. He could have hand-
ed over whatever the big shots wanted,
and there would have been no war!

Which reminds me—in a broadcast of
March 2, 1939, Rev. Robert I. Gannon
of Fordham declared that the new Pope,
Pius XII wants “peace with ijustice.”
College students who are pacifists are
poor deluded creatures, according to
Rev, Gannon; mnot that the Church
wants war—bless yvou, no! Tt wants
peace, but “peace with justice.” Now 1
am very curious to know what that
phrase means. Does it mean that blood-
shed, slaughter, bombing of women and
babies, is highly moral so long as it is
done with the blessing of the Church—
that is, of course, in a Holy Crusade—
and o hideous “pagan” outrage so long
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as it’s committed by any group or
groups who refuse to give up their right
to self-government, the right to their
own souls, at the order of Catholic
Fascists? You tell me! Pacifism, said
Rev. Gannon, was not a virtue, but “the
image of the virtue distorted by
heresy.” Fordham students love peace,
but “peace with justice.” Inasmuch as
the new Pope, Pius XII, has declared
himself for “peace with justice,” it
would be gratifying to know just what
that means—it might mean so many
things. .

It seems to me pacifism is stupid, but
not in the sense in which Rev. Gannon
means it. It is stupid to sit back and
permit Fascist and Nazi propagandists
to do their worst; to be so—well, let’s
call it “polite”—that we dare not even
answer back, or fight with pen or type-
writer, when they try to put over au-
dacious and atrocious lies which even
those Americans who should know bet-
ter seem to swallow. What if Washing-
ton, Henry, Paine, Jefferson, the
Adamses had been pacifists? The Brit-
ish would have had as easy a time as
the Catholic hierarchy appears to be
having today.

Wilmington, Del, W, MATTHEWS
£ L2

Have you any evidence showing how

Father Coughlin uses Nazi and other

Fascist propaganda material?

The evidence has been piling up
for several years, until it’s become &
sizable mass. You'll find a tremen-
dous amount of data about Father
Coughlin in all my volumes of ques-
tiong and answers, for I’'ve watched
thig scoundrel and liar ever sinece he
began using the radio in order to
line up the ignorant masees behin.d
his Fasecist ideology. I’ve taken this
dishonest rabble-rouser seriously from
the beginning, and I believe I’'m not
guilty of the slightest exaggeration
when I say I have written 10 times
more about Father Coughlin than
any other writer in the country. I
have analyzed all his speeches and
writings, answering his vicious lies
and distortions one by one, until it’s
impossible for any sincere reader lo
reject the assertion that I have dem-
onstrated, from a thousand sources,
that the Detroit priest iy one of the
most dangerous misleaders in the
country. His paper, Social Justice,
months ago threw off its disguises
and came out for Nazism and anti-
Semitism. The April 5, 1939, issue of
The New Republic contains an editor-
ial paragraph which I'm sure my

N7
L

readers will find interesting. It is
entitled “Father Coughlin Repeats a
Lie,” and asks if Coughlin’s paper
is using verbatim the anti-Semitic
falsehoods put out by Nazi propagan-
da agencies. The answer is, Yes, says
this responsible, reliable commenta-
tor, and refers to an inquiry conduct-
ed by the American Jewish Congress,
which found that an article in Social
Justice, March 6, 1939, “is identical
with material contained in Sigilla
Veri, a publication of the Nazi propa-
ganda house of Ulrich Fleischhauer.
The article in question purports to
tell how Moses Montefiore, address-
ing an assembly of Jewish rabbis in
Cracow, in 1840, advised them to get
control of the press throughout the
world in order to advance Jewish
power. The whole story of course is
a lie, No such assembly of Jewish
rabbis ever took place in Cracow;
Montefiore never visited that ecity;
Simon Wolf, a Jewish writer sup-
posed to have told of the meeting,
never did so. Finally, the Jews don’t
control the press, in any country in
the World. We doubt very much,
however, whether the falsity of the
story will stop Svcial Justice or, if
they ever find out about it, its read-
ers. Anti-Semites move in a strange
half-world of their own, below the
level of even intellectual curiosity.”
One has the right to expect anything
from a man of Father Coughlin’s low
caliber. A man capable of giving
moral support to a mess of forgeries
like the so-called “Protocols of the
Elders of Zion” can be expected to
commit any sort of a crime against
truth and cul:cx‘ur»e. "

Editor: T have more news about the
Milwaukee Leader-Post., You will recall
that the headquarters of the Socialist
party was in Brisbane Hall. The other
day, the Milwaukee Journal had an il-
lustrated article announcing that the
headquarters had been changed to the
Turner Hall, on 4th Street. This indi-
cates to me that the present provrie-
tors of The Post do not want to be
identified with Socialism even to the
extent of having its headquarters in
the same building, This adds to my
comment that there is a move to kill
or cripple the radical press.

In addition to this take the fact that
when the present crowd took possession
of the paper they demoted Leo Wolf-
sohn from managing editor to merely
a member of the staff. Then John M.
Work could not publish anything by



60

Questions and Answers

me without submitting it to people
“higher up.”
FRANKLIN STEINER

‘Wauwatosa, Wisc, *

Editor: Our nation has the sort of
protection that is given by distance and
by encircling seas. We are tempted to
believe that we can be frugal in prepar-
ing our defenses because we have oceans
about us, For 500 years English states-
men thought they could practice that
sort of frugality, But Englishmen have
begun to wish that their statesmen
had never learned to put so much faith
in the pretection given by large bodies
of water.

Today many Englishmen are inclined
to think that their rulers have for-
gotten too often that it is the duty of
English statesmen to make sure, so far
as human prudence can make sure, that
Englishmen shall not be ruined by any
enemy using any new invention. That
duty has been tragically neglected,

I think I am not guilty of exaggera-
tion when I say that most of us Ameri-
cans believe that the United States
should be so equipped with army and
navy and flying machines as to be able
to resist any combination of enemies;
not any probable combination, but any
combination.

Are any of us content to have the
fate of our grandchildren left to prob-
abilities? :

America needs a navy that can meet
the four corners of the world in arms.
It needs such a navy in the Atlantic
and such a mnavy in the Pacific. The
man who denies this may be wiser than
you or I and he may be right. He may
be advising a wise economy. But he
must remember that what we rigk, in
the next war, is the ruin of our descend-
ants. He proposes to stake their fu-
ture on the safety of a single delicate
and remote piece of machinery, our
Panama Canal.

What limitations should we put on
our expenditures for defense? We can
put that question in another way, What
will happen if our defenses fail? That
is a question easy to answer.

A fate worse than extinction threat-
ens the race, There is no precedent for
flying and there is no precedent for
the nmew perils of this hour,

The governments of Germany, Japan
and Italy have joined in far-sighted
plans for unsecrupulons conquest.

They begin by disabling, one by one,
possible allies of any power that might
be tempted, in the future, to resist
these robber governments.

Many accurate volumes have been
written about the benevolence, wisdom
and charm of the people of Germany,
who uscd to stand at thc hcad of civil-

ization; and about the benevolence,
wisdom and charm of Italians and Jap-
anese. But these three peoples have
fallen into the hands of ruffians.

The alliance of the Three Powers is a
sinister portent. Sometimes they are
called the Totalitarian Powers; and not
without reason, for in astronomy,
“totality” is defined as “the time of to-«
tal obscuralion.”

Consider the possibility of a great
war in which on one side will stand the
three totalitarian nations, with England,
France, Russia and vur United States
against them, Or, rather, imagine, as
more probable, a war in which only two
of the civilized governments have the
courage or the prudence to fight against
the three totalitarian powers. I can
imagine our States and Russia uniting
against three totalitarians; and T can
Imagine France and England afraid to
join in such a war, They might remems~
ber General Boulanger. He has been
quoted as saying that one may calcu-
late the profits of war agalnst a small
nation but that no man can predict the
incidents and results of a great war.

Let us suppose that the three totali-
tarian powers win in a war against us.
It is not inconceivable that they might
win, in such a war; and it concerns
us to consider the results of such
a vietory, What nations after such a
victory could stand against the victor-
ious and unscrupulous three? What
then would the three decree, in their
peace terms? Let us consider only one
point.

The victors would announce that in
the future all flying would be reserved
to trusted soldiers of thé three. No-
body of any other nation would ever
be allowed to fly, in war or trade or for
pleasure. This would give to three
groups of tyrants control of all the
world’s war, commerce, food, work, play
and education, This would mark a divi-
gion of the human race into Air Men
nations and Ground Men nations, The
people of nations forbidden to fly would
undergo degradation and enslavement.
Their women would be used to breed
slaves and robots.

The low-minded chiefs of the Totali-
tarian Three would regard such a re-
sult ag a desirable war prize. But Rus-
sians, French, Americans and English
do not need to create any such unequal
conditions for their own benefit,

You and I believe that all wisdom
and all invention and all progress
should be used, in the long run, for the
good of the whole race. You and I be-
lieve that it is the duty of the human
race, no matter how much hatred and
cruelty prevail, to see to it that all men
have a chance to advance in happiness,
wisdom and power, But three maleficent
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governments ardently desire the ruin
and ecnslavement of such nations as
they have marked down to be their vic-
tims.

Huntington, N.Y. NEWELL MARTIN

L S

I agree with your position regarding
the Bill of Rights. We must be on our
guard to defend our civil rights. But
I don’t agree wilh you when you write
that you favor free speech for Naazis,
Fascists and Communists. You know
that all upholders of these ideologies
believe in using ddemocratic rights in
order to destroy democracy.

This question has bothered me for
years. It’s so easy to say that a de-
mocracy shouldn’t permit anyone to
speak, print and organize with a
view to destroying free speech, free
press and free assembly. Rut is it
good public policy? As my readers
know, I have, since the advent of
Nazism, written several times advo-
cating a Federal law outlawing para-
military (private) forces, meaning, of
course, the practice of drilling with
arms, wearing military uniforms, po-
licing public meetings, etc. A democra-
cy has a perfect right to protect itself,
and should, as a simple measure of
self-preservalion, insist that military
forces and uniformed bodies shall al-
ways be under the control of Con-
oress. If Nazig or other anti-demo-
crats want to hold a meeting, let
them, by all means, if it’s orderly,
but don’t permit the Nazis to send
military forces to those meetings to
terrorize elements that may want to
express themselves, in an orderly
way, against the ideas expounded.
If there’s any policing to be done it
should be turned over to the police,
who are capable of maintaining or-
der without the help of private mili-
tary forces. But this still leaves open
the question of whether we should
suppress. all meetings, periodicals,
ete., which frankly use the Bill of
Rights in order to destroy that great
document. Here I agree with a state-
ment issued by the American Civil
Libertiey Union, one of my pet or-
ganizations. This Union, finding it-
self eriticized by many of its own
members and citizens in general be-
cause of its defense of Nazig’ rights,
was compelled to issue a statement,
on April 3, 19389, in which it outlined
its policy with regard to this difficult
problem. Says the Union:

“To those who would suppress
mectings where raec or rcligious

prejudice is likely to be stirred up,
the answer is that there is no gen-
eral agreement on what constitutes
race or religious prejudice. Once
the bars are let down, the field is
open for all-comers to charge such
prejudice against any group—Cath-
olics, Atheists, even against Jews
attacking the Nazis.”

No counsistent line can be drawn,
according to the Union, if propagan-
da is to be suppressed. The only clear
distinction is between words on the
one hand and acts, attempted acts
or incitement to specific unlawful
acts on the other. Libel laws are ade-
quate remedies for scurrilous state-
menty against individuals or organi-
zations which do not amount to in-
citement. The statement continues:

“An organization to defend civil
liberties naturally stands in direct
opposition to any movement which
rejects the principles contained in
the Bill of Rights. But this opposi-
tion is expressed at the point of ac«
tion contrary to the Bill of Rights,
not in relation to theories. It is the
task of other organizations to engage
in political controversy in defense
of democracy. It is our task to pre-
scryve democracy by opposing all
violations of the Bill of Rights from
any source whatever.

“It is in this spirit that we de-
fend cven the rights of those who
might, if they came to power, sup-
press civil liberty. We certainly
cannot abandon the principles of
the Bill of Rights, which requires
defense of everybody’s rights with-

© out distinction, just because of the
fear that thus some anti-democratic’
force will triumph, Such a fear im-
plies distrust of democracy.”

Declaring that the defenderg of
¢ivil liberty cannot tolerate the sup-
pression of any propaganda, the
Union takes a stand in support of
“only the suppression of acts in vio-
lation of civil liberty, or actual pre-
paration for the use of force. Be-
yond that we cannot go and remain
faithful to our purposes.” No laws
can be written to outlaw Nazi propa-
ganda without striking at freedom of
speech in general, according to ths
Union. The fbest way to combat
propaganda directed against princi-
ples of the Bill of Rights is in the
open “where it ican be fought by
counter propaganda and all the de-
vices of attack which do not involve
denying the right to meet and speak.”
Defenders of eivil Tiherty “ecannot
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yield to government the right to dis-
criminate between those who may en-
joy the protection of the Bill of
Righty and those who may not,” In-
terference by one group with the
rights of any other group, however,
will be fought by the Union, the
statement declares. Enactment of the
Fish Dbill now before Cungress and
other laws to prohibit military drill
or arms in the hands of private or-
ganizations are being vigorously sup-
ported by the Union.

The Union’s position is sound to
the core. It’s the only stand we sup-
porters of democratic liberty can
take and still remain democrats. I
was ghocked when I read in the press
how the Goerman-American Bund had
held a mass meeting in Madison
Square Garden, N.Y.C., at Which
19,000 persons heard our President
booed and Hitler cheered, and at
which attempts were made to arouse
race hatred by referring to the Presi-
dent as Mz, Rosenfeld. But, I would
have been shocked immeasurably
more if these unspeakable Nazis
hadn’t been permitted to express
themselves. Our democracy is sirong
enough to withstand the impacts of
undemocratic elements, especially if
we remain vigilant and resort to hon-
est, candid, forthright counter-propa.
ganda. Freedom is the test of de-
mocracy. Once a democracy uses Uun-
democratic tactics against its minor-
ities there’s no telling where the acts
of discrimination may lead. It may
end, eventually, in the suppression of
all oppositions, a condition that would
put us in the same class with the
Brutalitarians. I don’t think our de-
mocracy suffered any real threat to
its existence when 19,000 Fascists
screamed their hatred at our Presi-
dent and cheered Hitler. That was
a splendid lesson to all believers in
democracy, and the reaction was fa-
vorable to democracy, because it
gshowed what sort of people these
Bundists really are and what their
objectives are. A democracy shouldn’t
deny any portion of the population
the right to demonstrate what damn-
ed fools they are. Fools have a way
of showing wiser heads the things
that ghould be avoided. The Bundists
gave the American people a useful
lesson in common sense—they taught
our people (unintentionally, eof
course) what a blessed thing it is to

be able to live in a free country like
ours, If such a meeting had been
held in Berlin and a speaker had
praised Roosevelt and ridiculed Hit-
ler—well, you know what his punish-
ment would have been. We have
learned a better way. We prefer to
treat unpopular minorities in a civil-
ized manner, watching, however,
against open acts of violence against
our institutions.

Pro-Nazi meetings aren’t shivering
the foundations of democracy. They
merely test them—and thus far we've
met the tests successfully. We can
let them spout their lies—the whole
rotten crew—but we can hold our own
meetings to answer their slanders
and print papers, pamphlets and
books to expose their printed lies.
Yes, by all means let the anti-demo-
cratic elements have their say. It’s
better to have such meetings out in
the open than in secret cellars. De-
mocracy is strong enough to defend
itself, and strong enough to be un-
afraid of those who think they have
a political philosophy that’s superior
to democracy. Democracy is the best
way of life ever conceived by man.
It will endure because it’s the best
way ever invented to permit its citi-
zens to live like decent, upright,

.honor‘arble, justice-loving human be-
ings.
L
Editor: According to your “Answers

to Unasked Questions” (the new depart-
ment which is so seductively empyrean
and so bewitchingly Arcadian), a shave
plus a symphony equals an exalted
mood. Now the minds of thousands of
your disciples are reassured. Atheism
comes into its own in this puzzling mat-
ter of exaltation.

Like peace, morals, and true-love, ex-
altation has always been claimed by the
religious as an exclusive adjunct.. Psy-
chology pricked this sacred bubble long
ago. But many of us have forgotten

Exaltation is just simple and home-
ly enough, it seems to me, to warrant
renewed anti-clerical attention. Many
people belicve that only prayer induces
it. Many other people believe this, too
=80 they shrug and mutter: “Well, this
exalted stuff ain’t in my line anyhow.”

While the following is an incomplete
list of exaltation agents, it’s a fair
start:

Logan Peargall Smith finds solace and
elevation in language, its similes, meta-
phors, and fine phrases.

Jack London (“Martin Eden”)
beauty and thought,

W. Somersct Maugham in the fasci-

in
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nating vistas of literature.

John Langdon-Davies in biology . - -
and Spain (with reservation).

Carl Sandburg in his magic eye which
focused on ordinary or sordid city-
scenes and transformed them into flow-
ers and jewels (sometimes).

John Ergkifie in the whimsical, forth-
right play on sex ideas.

Ofhand, here are sume general sources
(not in entirety, of course, but in angles
and aspects): springtime, moonlight,
sunshine, dancing, food, alcohol, inven-
tion, success, poetry, color and form,
laughter, a smile, a nod.

The point 'm trying to make is this:
to become exalted it’s not altogether
necessary to put on the slippers of
angels and slip and slide in heaven.
Amen,

Chicago, TIL. THOMAS BAILEY
- 2

It’s my ambition to become a radio
writer. Am I crazy?
I don’t know, but if you are it'll
help a lot.
L S

The enclosed press picture shows IT
CAN HAPPEN HERE. The German-
American Bund now has its private mili-
tary force—uniformed, drilled, armed
Nazis in our Republic. What can we
Americans do about this?

I can point to numerous articles,
during the past six years, in which
I warned my readerg against the dan-
ger of private armies, Readers are

invited to check this statement by|

referring to my numerous volurr_rgs
of questions and answers. Para-mili-
tary (private) forces needn’t be tol-
erated in free America. Fortunately,
the present Congress is going to be
given an opportunity to pass on this
important  matter. Liberty-loving

Americans should give their fullest

support to federal legislation pro-
hibiting the formation of private mili-
tary foreces in the U.S. Representa-
tive Hamilton Fish has introduced
such a bill in the House, while a com-
panion bill has been introduced by
Senator Gerald P. Nye. According
to a bulletin issued by the American
Civil Liberties Union, the measure
(H.R. 2654) bans private military
forces “in order that there may be
no interference with the eontrol by
Congress of the armed forees of the
United States or tendency to inter-
fere with or impair the rights and
liberties guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion.” I urge readers to write strong
letters of support to their Congress-
men and Scnators. Show them wyou

believe it should be unlawful, under
the terms of this bill, for five or more
persons to organize as a club, camp,
society, ete. “for the purpose of drill
or parade with firearms . .. or for
the purpose of giving or acquiring
military training.” Violation may
incur 7penalties of $500 fine, six
months imprisonment, or hoth. Au-
thorized government units and ree-
ognized veterans’ organizations are
among those to whom the law would
not apply. My readerg can <o much
good work in this fight to eliminate
private military forces by not only
writing to their Congressmen and
Senators but taking the points in this
article and turning them into letters
to newspapers. Hundreds of such let-
ters, appearing over the scnders’
names, can be of great help in fur-
thering thig movement. The Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, which
sponsored this bill, submits the fol-
lowing memorandum:

“The increase in this country of
uniformed military groups connect-
ed with political movements con-
stitutes a menace to democracy, for
they are plainly preparations for the
usc of force. The experience of for-
eign countries clearly indicates the
danger of allowing such groups to
assume the function of maintaining,
order even on private property, for
the extension of that function to
public places is only too easy. Al-
ready German-American organiza-
tions of Nazi sympathies have es-
tablished semi-military companies,
drilling and organizing, and, in some
places, allegedly with arms, Certain
native American arganizations of no-
litical character also engage in mili~
tary drill and training. While these
organizations are not yet large or
numerous they represent a tendency
which should be outlawed by federal
statute.

“Federal law at present does mot
prohibit private military drill nor
drilling with arms by political ox-
ganizations, The law only prohibits
the wearing of uniforms similar to
those of the United States armed
forces. Certain States prohibit pri-
vate military organizations unless
authorized by State officials.

“The only objection raised to the
proposed law is that it might vio-
late the constitutional right to bear
arms. The constitutional guarantee
of the ‘right of the people to keep
and bear arms’ does mot apply to
private military groups. The Sec-
ond Amendment establishes the
richt to bear arms only for the
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purpose of ‘a well regulated militia’
as ‘necessary to the sgecurity of a
free state.

“Congress alone, under Article 1
Section 8 of the Constitution, has
exclusive powers ‘to provide for the
organizing, arming and disciplining
of the militia’ Congress can and
should exercise its power to regu-
late oxr prohibit private military
groups.”

Let me repeat what I've said many
times before: Democracy has a vight
to defend itself. It doesn’t have to
stand by and let Fascists organize
private military forees that are in-
tended to destroy democracy and en-
slave our people. The bill described
above is constitutional and if passed
will *do much to strengthen demo-
cratic rights in this country. I again
urge readers to join in this crusade.
Write letters to the newspapers, by
all means, and send copies to your
Congressmen and Senators. Be sure
to submit your statements in your
own words. Don’t hesitate to use
any of the data printed above.

e o R

Is it true that a Pope once formally
denounced and condemned a comet?
Yes. I recall having tabbed a page
in John W, Draper's “History of the
Intellectual Development of Europe,”
page 253, vol, 11, wherein I now find
that when Halley’s comet appeared in
1456, “it gtruck terror into all people.
From his seat, invisible to it, in Italy,
the sovereign pontiff, Calixtus III,
issued his ecclesiastical fulminations;
. . . in vain were all the bells in Eu-
rupe vrdered Lo be rung bo scare it
away; in vain was it anathematized;
in vain were prayers put up in all
directions to stop it I'm glad 1
tabbed that page at the time I rea.d
Draper’s interesting statement, for it
enabled me to answer the above ques-
‘tlon in a few minutes, The system
works. CE

L I I
WAS IT A GOOD CHOICE?

[Anthony Arico is a journalism stu-
dent at the TUniversity of Missouri,
Columbia, Mo. When asked to turn in
an original theme, he suhmitted the
brief article below, for which he re-
ceived the worst mark the instructor
could bestow. I've studied the paper
carefully and find it reasonably well
written, its “slant” intelligent and in-
formed, its viewpoint fresh and honest,
and its criticisms fair and sound. And
yet young Arico got an “F” for his

pains. I believe my readers will agree
with me when I say this treatment was
accorded student Arico because he pre-
ferred to express an unpopular set of
ideas. Our great schools of journalism
prefer to toady to the publishers of the
capitalistic press. I happen to know
that the main building of the School of
Journalism, University of Missouri, was
paid for by onc of the most reactionary
publishers the country ever produced.
Some years ago, I delivered some lec~
tures at this univrsity, bcause of the
independent spirit of onc of its lcaders
(now deceased), and 1 heard from his
own lips that he had to do a lot of ex-
plaining because of his decision to have
me spend a week with his students, At
the very same time lectures were being
delivered in another hall by the editor
of The Wall Street Journal, but not a
word of protcst was cxprcsscd over the
reactionary ideology he presented with
all the aplomb of one speaking by di-
rect authority of Jehovah. Mr. Arico
is one of the busboys I wrote about last
year, after meeting him (and his twin
brother) in the dining room of the
Chase Hotel, St. Louis, Mo. I encour-
aged them to save money and go to an
educational institution, for they’re still
very young, hardly more than 20 years
of age. I’'m glad they took my advice.
I wish them every success, I think I
ought to let my readers know that one
twin is working eight hours each day
in. order to earn the money to keep
Anthony Arico in school. Later, he will
quit his job and go to some university,
while Anthony does the earning for a
change. That shows a splendid, inde-
pendent, praise-worthy attitude towards
life, especially in these hard times.
Such youngsters deserve any success
they achieve. I know I don’t have
to tell Anthuny (¢ keep wup his
courage and refuse to be worried over
his instructor’s unfriendly attitude.
He’s made of too solid stuff to be bowl
ed over by every puff of wind that
comes from some teacher who thinks
it’s part of his duty to keep the world

safe for Capitalism. Anthony will
learn much at the University of
Missouri, bhecause he will master

the technical studies offered by the
school, but at the same time he’ll
protect himself against being tainted
by fly-specked, moth-eaten, sun-bleached
conservativism. Young Anthony ought,
in time, to be able to become 2 useful

worker in labor journalism, a field
which is in need of conscientious, tal-
ented, competent practitioners, His

“bad” theme, which I place before this
jury of readers, follows:]

According to the item in The New
Republic, which was read in class, Mr.
Robert R. McCormick, publisher and
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editor of The Chicago Tribune, was in-
vited to an Kastern university to speak
as a representative of successful jour-
nalism. In my opinion, the institution
which bestowed this honor upon the
Colonel, made a bad selection. Why Mec-
Cormick was selected instead of Hearst,
Gannett, or any other newspaperman
who represents the same sort of gutter
jonrnalism, the article did not state.

In the United States there are several
other men who are eligible and should
have been selected to represent success-
ful journalism. True, the men 1 am
about to mention haven’t acquired an
enormous amount of wealth, as has Mec-
Cormick. Good, successful journalism
shouldn’t be measured by the amount
of wealth accumulated but by the hon-
est and sincere character of the editor
or owner. McCormick dishes out daily,
to millions of readers, an cnormous
amount of poison—his prejudiced views
on economics, politics, religion and bunk
place him in the category of gutter
journaligm,

On the other hand, carefully scruti-
nize the paper owned and edited by E.
Haldeman-Julius and the paper edited
by William T. Evjue, just to mention a
few, These two editors are not concern-
ed with profits but with truth and
progress. Since they carry no advertis-
ing, no pressure ig exerted upon theit
editorial policies. Their opinions -are,
for the most part, free from bias and
not dependent on a policy advocated by
the advertisers. Their actions or ideas
are not motivated to please the “haves,”
who control many of our newspapers.
Their support comes from readers who
realize and understand the usefulness
of a free, enlightened, and independent
press. These two editors publish the
facts, not as they are found in the sheet
put out by the Colonel, but as they
should be published—free from distor-
tion, prejudice, and caprice. McCor-
mick’s editorial columns in The Chicago
Daily Tribune are filled with distorted,
ambiguous  statements, contemptible
lies, and unsound reasoning, while the
editorials of E. Haldeman-Julius and
W. T. Evjue are written to enlighten
and liberate thousands of minds from
the shackles of the supernatural, from
the bunk of the press and radie, and
from all political and religious charla-
tans, , '

McCormick’s paper has been and still
is a vigorous foe of President Roaosevelt
and all his policies. On the other hand,
E. Haldeman-Julius and W. T. Evjue
have, from time to time, praised and
supported Mr. Roosevelt because they
realize that his policies go a step for-
ward—mainly a step to bigger and bet-
ter things. They, however, recognize
the fact that Mr. Rnonsevelt morely in-

tends to patch up an old outworn sys-
tem, but they also recognize the Presi-
dent’s sincerity when he attempts to
better the lot of the workingman. On
the contrary, the Colonel brands the
President’s progressive acts as Commu-
nigt-inspired and invariably shouts the
oft-repeated cry of “dictator.”

In reviewing the characteristics of
McCormick and comparing them with
the characteristics of the other two edi-
tors mentioned, I find myself in a di-
lemma, for I am unable to discover
WHY McCormick was selected as a
representative of successful journalism
instead of another individual possessing
qualities similar to those of E. H. J.
and W, T. E. Could it be possible that
the institution selected him with the
hope of thus acquiring a part of his
ill-gotten gains? Who knows?

The economic status of the two last
mentioned edifors cannet be compared
with that of the Colonel; nor are their
economic, political, and religious the~
ories very popular. For these reasons
these two worthy gentlemen of the press
were completely ignored by the insti-
tution, but it was the Institution’s loss,
not theirs. These two editors, and
others like them, will continue to fight
consistently to make this world a better
place to live in, Riches and honors mayv
not be tor them, but perhaps after they
are gone from our midst, posterity will
erect a sacred memorial in their honor.

In conclusion, let me state that these
seemingly  insignificant publications,
The American Freeman, of Girard,
Kans., and The Progressive, of Madison,
Wisc.,, will some day, in one form or
another, become the indispensible and
priceless heritage of society. If their
present policies are continued, the road
to lasting success is certain. Tnatitu-
tions will be clamoring for a hearing,
W}.lile the gutter journalism of McCor-
mick and his kin will fade into oblivion.

These two publications, with the as-
sistance of The Nation, The New Re-
public, and several other liberal period-
icals, may in the future cause a com-
plete transformation in these United
States—where at the present time there
remains that aweful paradox—want in
the midst of plenty.

kI

“In:answering the question about the
practice of circumeigsion in Germany,
you forgot to mention that after throw-
ing away the Jew, the government saves
the pieces, out of which it hopes some
day to make a man out of Hitler.”—
Eli Appelbaum, Wa;hing;on, D.C.

Floyd Gibbons, newspaper correspond-
ent, once cabled a story to The Chicago
Tribune in which he claimed “that lock-
jaw was prcvalemt on the field of bat-
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tle because of the vast number of rusty
nails lying around.” Do you accept
this?

No. It’s nonsense. Lockjaw isn’t
caused by rust., A new, shiny nail
can cause lockjaw, if it has on it the
bacteria that cause lockjaw, while a
rusty nail that is devoid of bacteria
won’t cause that condition,

Y
What have the Nazis contributed to
German philosophy?

The non-Nazi professors of philoso-
phy who have been driven out of the
universities answer: “Field Marshal
Goering has evolved the combination
of simple ostentation, Dr. Goebbels
has contributed the theory of sugges-
tive truth, and Hitler has establish-
ed the principle of voluntary com-
pulsion.”

LS e e
I enclose a clipping which says flies
don’t grow up, that a fly emerges from
the pupal state full grown. Is this tr-ue?

Yes. It’s as big at birth as it'll
ever be,

Hoog F
Is there any factual basis to the com-
mon belief that all babies are born with
blue eyes?

No. Johns Hopkins Hospital re-
ports that physicians “examlqed the
eyes of almost 500 newly born infants
and found that many of the babies
had brown eyes and that others had
gray, violet, green and lavender
eyes”” Of all these babies only 48
were found to be blue-eyed. Thus
does another popular piece of bunk
get gwatted good and hard, and thus
does my newselip filing system help
me keep the r*ecom*l stx;alght.

'*‘f é‘f "Q
If you went to heaven and St. Peter
told you you couldn’t stay without first
identifying the angels Adam and Eve,
how would you go about it?

That’s an old one. I’d hunt around

for two angels that didn’t have
vels,

e e e

Are cameP’s hair brushes made of

camel’s hair? )
No. They're made of the hair on
squirrels’ tails.

g o ok
ANTI-NEWS NEWSPAPERS
The Standard newspapers, atg mI’vi
shown many times, are wary o 08
of the news coming out of the Federal
Trade Commission, Federal Food and
Drug Administration, and other govern-
ment agents that are participating in

the fight to protect consumers against
false advertising and crooked business
methods. Recently, I noticed another
interesting incident, this time concern-
ing 20 metropolitan newspapers which
subscribe to the reports issued by the
sponsors of the Gallup poll, a fact-gath-
ering organization often mentioned in
these columns., On March 24, 1939, Dr.
Gallup released a story which showed
that President Roosevelt is still popu-
tar with the American masses. The poll
showed F.D.R. was preferred by 58.2
percent of the citizens interviewed, It
was 58 percent in the previous month,
and 54.4 percent in November, 1938.
That’s news, by anybody’s standards,
and yet only one among the 20 news-
papers examined (The Baltimore Sun)
carried the report. Even the sacred,
divinely inspired, pure, thrice-blessed
New York Times omitted mention of
this unpleasant fact. These papers, let
me add, all paid the usual fee for the
Gallup material, even though they pre-
ferred to throw the material out. Three
weeks before, Dr. Gallup released an-
other set of figures dealing with ane of
his surveys, this time showing that
more than 50 percent of the American
voters don’t faver a third term for
F. D, R. All 20 newspapers printed this
story. There’s a moral here. America
is waiting' for a press that will tell all
the news. There are lots of important
developments which the capitalistic
press won’t touch with a 10-foot pole.
Last month I examined carefully the
Assoclated Press dispatches in a num-
ber of large newspapers, including the
pious and virginal Kansas City Star,
and found that only one unfriendly re-
port dealing with a great advertiser—

-the one showing that the FDA had

cracked down on the Baltimove corpora-
tion which feeds doses of dangerous
Bromo-Seltzer to consumers—got into
print. This story simply couldn’t be
ignored, because the order to confiscate
and destroy thousands of bhottles of
Brumo-Sellzer was Issued by a Federal
Judge. Even then the AP report simply
called the patent medicine “bromo-
seltzer,” when, as shown in previous ar-
ticles, the proper name is “Bromo-Selt-
zer,” Using lower-case type helped
take the curse off a great advertiser’s
temporary bad luck. During the same
wowth Lhis. happened I complled more
than 100 news releases of the FTC and
the FDA giving appalling instances of
misleading representations, dishonest
devices, and all the other tricks and
crimes used so often to skin the con-
sumers—and not a single item appear-
ed in the average newspaper, including
the chaste Kansas City Star. How long
are the consumers going to tolerate
such tactics? They have a right to the
news, The press has no right to sup-
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press scores of news releases telling
unpleasant facts about big and small
advertisers. In one case, which Im re-
porting fully in another place, I found
the FTC had cracked down on a great
patent medicine company which was
making immense profits from the amaz-
ing practice of shipping empty bottles
and labels to druggists and letting them
gut what they thought best into those
ottles. The company merely bought
bottles from a factory and millions of
labels from a printer—that was its
complete inventory~oh, yes, I forgot to
mention circulars and booklets adver-
tising the trade name—and the drug-
gists did the rest, after paying the
medicine company a handsome royalty
for the empty bottles and the labels.
Why, a druggist could fill those bottles
with colored water and sugar and still
get by. Whe could check the fellow?
And, don’t let me forget to mention that
the circulars shipped to the druggists
contained dozens of “testimonials” from
“cured and satisfied buyers” When the
FTC cracked down on that concern—I
give all the facts elsewhere—the news-
papers should have printed the mnews,
because it was of great interest to
readers everywhere, but not a single
paper, so far as I know, gave an inch
of space to it. Why? Because the re-
spondent company was a profitable
source of advertising revenue. And, oh
how these capitalistic editors get mad
when one even hints that their columns
are controlled by the heavy advertizers.
e e
I am 36 years old and have been here
in Alaska a year, working as master-
mechanic for a coal mine-—salary $300
a month, plus free rent, light and heat.
My wife is with me. However, I don’t
like Alaska, the isolation, or the super-
intendent, although I don’t mind the
work. Now, I have my heart set on re-
turning to my home town, Seattle, and
going into the chicken business. I could
use a 2-acre farm on the outskirts of
the city. It has housing capacity for
3,500 chickens, brooder house, electric
incubators, etc. I have in mind to raise
my own hatching eggs, sell baby chicks,
raise broilers, capons, etc. Also, grind
my own feed. Should I quit my steady
job?  Please answer by personal letter.

My advice is for you to stick where
you are. The chances of getting as
good a job in the States are pretty
glim. As for the idea of going into
the business of running a chicken
farm, let me urge you not to do this
until conditions get much better.
Today, we are facing overproduetion
in poultry and eggs, a condition that
promises to be with us for a long time
to come. It’s exceptional for one to

make real money in the chicken busi-
ness, the main reagon being its over-
crowded condition. I’m willing to lay
a bet youwll never make anywhere
near the money you’re getting on
your Alagska job. I don’t doubt
Alaska has its shortcomings, but the
country is treating you fairly well,
so don’t give up a good thing for
something that is highly speculative.
L S
What does the movie industry pay in
taxes?

Over $100,000,000 annually to the
Federal Government; more than
$250,000,000 annually to State gov-
ernments.

L N

I was interested in your editorial com-
ment favoring the nationalization of
the insurance business. Is it your idea
to have the government buy out the
stockholders and bondholders of the
great companies? Wouldn’t this take an
immense amount of money?

Ferdinand Lundberg, an authority
on -insurance and finanecial questions,
in the April 1, 1939, issue of The Na-
tion, shows how easy and simple it
would be for the Federal government
to take over the management of most
of our insurance companies, as fol-
lows:

It may be of some value to con-
tinue by pointing out that it would
be relatively easy for the govern-
ment to take over the insurance
companies, as they would have no
stock- or bond-holders to buy out.
The insurance companies are mu-
tualized; they are owned by their
policy-holders. The policy-holders
could place any management in pow-
er that they voted for, including a
management recommended by and
answerable to the government. Leg-
islation might be sought creating a
Department of TInsurance, which
might appeal to policy-holders for
proxies to be used in electing a
public-spirited management. 1f the
policy-holders decided to vote for
the government-sponsored manage-
ment that would be all that was
necessary. A new management
would be installed.

One of the quick reforms such a
change could make possible is the enr-
rent practice of paying officers of
the life insurance companies immense
salaries and bonuses. Legiglation
could put the salaries of executives
on a sane, reasonable basis. Also,
nationalization would make it pos-

sible for the policyholders, through
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their government.controlled insur-
ance department, to see to it that
their money isn’t used by executives
to finance projects and establishments
in which present executives are inter-
ested in, directly or indirectly. Of
course, such a reform would require
great caution and intelligence, for the
problems are numerous and intricate,
but they can be controlled and direct-
ed in the public’s interest, if the pol-
icyholders were to become aware of
their rights and duties. Mr. and-
berg’s suggestion is workable. Policy-
holders—who are, after all, nothing
more than consumers of insurance—
have it within their power to put
their money to work not only to pro-
tect them and their dependents but
to serve the community in econstrue-
tive and social-minded ways. This
field is ripe fgx}' enlightenment,.

1 think you vught to take a shot at the
enclosed advertisement.
The advertisement reads:

“Pictionize yourself! Novelist will
mail original unpublished short
story in which you are the heroine
or hero. $1. Send photograph or
description, hobhy, profession. Box
109C.”

That’s such a harmless form of
idiocy that I hesitate to waste any
of my shots on it. Besides, lhe wman
who writes “The Talk of the Town,”
in The New Yorker, did a neat job of
debunking this piece of tripe, Whlch
T'll use in place of anything I might
cook up. His gentle spoofing:

This is probably the literature of
escape in its perfect form. We can
think of no lovelier experience than
to read a short story in which we
are the hero, free from debt and the
crowding infirmitles of middle age,
untroubled by the state of the
world, certain only that we are
going to get the girl in the end. We
are about five feet ten, Box 109C, a
blond bankrupt with an old saber
wound on his right cheek. The girl
had better look like Christina Ros-
getti; the time should be about
1870; the locale, Graustark.

Some busted poet may take a hint
here and advertise sonnets to frus-
trated souls in need of the kind of
talk Romeo passed up to Juliet in
the balcony scene. There’s a public
that’ll always pay money for flattery
if there’s mone to be had free of
charge. How we hunger for praise!
How we ache to break the bonds of

anonymity! I'm reminded of a poor
boob who wrote one of the worst
books ever printed, printed it at his
own expense, and mailed a copy to
the Smithsonian Institution. He spent
the rest of his time telling everyone
in sight he was “in” that repository
of wisdom, which automatically put
him in a clasy with Darwin, Huxley,
Pasteur, Edison, Steinmelz, and
Wassermann, The damned human race
is incorrigibly cockeyed.

I have a brother who’s a hopeless Fun-
damentalist. Right now he’s being
worked on by a Methodist and a Latter
Day * Saint, each begging him to join
up. What can I tell him? He keeps
asking my advice, even though he
knows I'm a skeptic.

Tell him to be extremely cautious,
for if he makes a slip he’ll have to
spend a long time in a place I refuse
to mention lest I offend the refined
eary of my esthetic readers. Tell your
brother to be careful to pick out the
line that will land him into heaven
when he kicks off. He mustn’t waste
hiy time and money (and his im-
mortal soul) on some religious outfit
that can’t deliver the goods. I’m re-
minded of the colored econgregation
that was being asked to step forward
and be washed in the Blood of the
Lamb. The parson got a good re-
sponse, except that one fellow held
back. “Brudder,” cried the preacher,
“doan hol’ back. Doan be askeered
fo’ yo' sins., Doan yo’ want t'be
washed?” “Pahsson,” the reluctant
one replied, “I’se bin washed—las’
night, over to the Reverend Weems’
mission at Chanute,” To which the
parson replied: “Oh, no you wasn’t,
not in de Blood of de Lamb. Yo’ was
only dry cleaned there! Come fo’-
ward:”

LS

I notice that you print numerous reports
on polls of public opinion. Have you
any figures on religious beliefs?

Many surveys on theistic ideology
have been discussed here, as my vol-
umeg of questions and answers show.
The latest inquiry of this kind is re-
ported in the April, 1939, issue of
the Survey Graphic, in which Dr,
James H. Leuba, professor emeritus
of psychology, Bryn Mawr College,
says he found that 64 percent of
America’s prominent bankers believe
in God whereas only half as many
writers do. Dr. Leuba, who made a
similar study in 1933 covering scien-
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tists (which I covered thoroughly in|Freeman [April, 1939] has just been
an early volume of my questions and |brought to my attention. There is a

answerg) reached this conclusion
when he received the returns to a
questionnaire gent to bankers, busi-
ness people, lawyers, and writers ap-
pearing in “Who’s Who.” He states,
in part:

“Half of the business and profes-
sional people announce a belief in
God, and 58 percent in immortality.
To the rank and file of the church-
going peoble that will appear dis-
tressingly small proportions, and yet
the corresponding proportions
among men of science in the in-
quiry of 1933 was considerably less:
30 percent for God and 33 percent
for immeortality. Worthy of obser-
vation are the consistently higher
figures for belief in immortality
than for belief in God. One should
note also the large proportion of
those who have not made up their
minds as to immortality: 25 per-
cent; while those doubtful of the
existence of God number only 7 per«
‘cent., The proportion of doubters in
immortality is especially large for
the writers: 32 percent, The larger
number of doubters in a future life
goes with a very much smaller pro-
portion of downright disbelievers
than is the case with regard to be-
lief in God: 18 percent against 43
percent. That difference is most
marked for the bankers: 11 percent
to 29 percent. Among men of sci-
ence the proportions of doubters in
immortality was also much greater
than that of doubters in the exis-
tence of God.”

Space won’t permit me to review
previous articles on thig interesting
s‘u'(bjc‘ct-, but I don’, want to closc
without calling attention to the dem-
onstrated faet that the higher the
rate of intelligence the smaller the
support for religious ideas. The sur-
vey for 1933, which is referred to
above, shows that leaders in the more
important branches of science show
hardly any support for the ideas of
God and immortality. This interest-
ing subject ‘may be pursued profitably
by referring to the index at the close

of my volumes of questions and an-|

swers. Freethought’s hold grows
stronger each vear. The future of re-
ligion isn’t bright—from the view-
point of the parsons. But this is all
to the good, in the opinion of the
supporters of truth-seeking and the
opponents of supernaturalism.

+
Editor: A clipping from The American

column on page two in which reference
is made to The New York Times, to
George Seldeg’s article in The New Re-
public, and to a sheet which calls itself
The New Times, claiming to be pub-
lished by a Communist cell in The New
York Times.

You quote at length from this latter
publication, and reprint a story told in
it of a conversation between me and
Harold Laski regarding Professor Frank-
furter. Please note that this story is
talge in its entirety—not only did the
incident never take place, but the al-
leged conversation does not represent
my views.

I agree with you that “constructive,
intelligent, informed criticism” is de-
girable. It is impossible for a publisher
to have personal knowledge of all that
appears in a mewspaper, and criticism
of the type referred to helps him check
upon his own organization. On the other
hand, it is necessary in order to keep
this record straight to advise you that
I cannot recall ever having seen a word
of truth in The New Times, and that I
am quite convinced that the misinfor-
mation it prints is prompted by deliber-
ate malice.

Permit me to give you one instance
of this. The New Times published the
fact that an employe of our Auditing
Department was ill, yet was forced to
work and in consequence of his weaken-
ed condition, was obliged to do “routine
and menlal tasks.” The correct [lacls
are that the employe was in the Audit-
ing Department and was ill. From there
on, however, the story differs. Without
cost to him or to any other employe,
this man received twenty-six weeks full
pay followed by twenty-six weeks half
pay. Toward the end of that period, at
his doctor's reguesi, we permitled him
to work two or three hours a day, in an
effort to again adjust himself to his
occupation, That effort failed. He was
consequenily pensioned for life, and {he
office assisted him in securing an ad-
vance payment on the life insurance
policy which the office had purchased
for his bhenefit. Please draw your own
conclusions,

ARTHUR HAYS SULZBERGER

Publisher, The New York Times, New
York City,

Dear Mr, Sulzberger: Pl be glad to
print your letter in an early issue of
The . American Freeman, because it has
always been my policy to give space
to anyone I’ve criticized. As I wrote,
only one copy of The New Times came
into my hands, the rest of the data
coming by way of the Seldes article in
The New Republic. I’m puzzled why you
didn’t write to The New Republic im-
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mediately after it printed the piece tell-
ing about your alleged conversation with
Dr, Laski. Also, since Dr. Laski is now
lecturing in this country, why don’t you
telegraph him for a statement on this
supposed conversation regarding the ap-
pointment of Professor Frankfurter?
I don’t believe you said it, since you
make the denial over your own signa-
ture, but from your own viewpoint you
ought to ask Dr., Laski to back you up
with a letter covering the situation. He
could dispose of this business in 10
words,

As ¥ just gaid, I don’t know wmuch
about The New Times, but I know a lit-
tle about the Communist press in the
U.S.,, and agree that it’s often moved
by malice. A few years ago, papers
like The Daily Worker were about 90
percent malicious. Today, after amazing
improvement, I can detect hardly more
than 80 percent malice. Reform is in
the air. But, of much greater import-
ance is the reference in my piece to the
way your paper rejected the advertis-
ing of Consumers’ Union. You ignored
this. Also, I'm curious to know why
you use hardly more than 5 percent of
the releases of the Federal Trade Com-
mission, which you invariably stick
away in the dark jungles of the finan-
cial section, where they’ll be seen most-
Iy by businessmen. If such reports are
ta serve tha public—the great mass o
consumers—they should be printed in
the news columns. I don’t mean to sug-
gest that you should print all of the
press releases of the FTC—even T (who
specialize in FTC and FDA news) select
pretty carefully what I can find space
for—but a great paper like the Times
ought to use many more stories cover-
ing the orders and stipulations of the
FTC. At that, you do much more in
this line than any other paper in the
country. Great papers like the Kansas
City Star never print even a line about
these important developments~—import-
ant, of course, to the consumers. You’re
better than any other paper, but, I
must add, not better enough.

E. HALDEMAN-JULIUS
*

Editor: Well, I see that we’ve now rec-
ognized Franco’s “government.”And why
not? We recognize Hitler’s and Musso-
lini’s, too, whose stooge Franco is.
Also, we’ve now cancelled the embargo
on arms shipments to unhappy Spain.
That, I suppose, is intended tfo allay
the resentment of those of us who
pleaded for it long ago when it would
have meant something, What hypocrisy!
Verily, even though I know that it’s
probably not all his doing, I grow more
and more disgusted at the President’s
stupidity, opportunism, or whatever it
is, Maybe, like you say of Walter
Winchell, he’s merely ignorant but he’s

certainly great on fine-sounding talk
and then always a little short when it
comes to translating it into effective
action. I agree, too, that Mrs. Roose-
velt would be a better president,

READER
g %

The Rev, Alpha Kenna, of Pittsburg,
Kans,, is making numerous speeches in
wihiich he says no end of flattering
things about Hitler’s regime, In all his
talks he stresses the fact that Hitler
has “solved” Germany’s unemployment
problem, Please comment,

I've heard this man’s line and I
agree that all his inferences are in
support of Nazism, though he lends
lip-service to democracy, a favorite
trick of Fascist spokesmen. 'This
preacher puts up a swell front and
knows how to orate. In the speech I
heard him make (before a luncheon
club of Qirard businessmen) he
made such effective use of the tricks
of orators that he had many of his
hearers hypnotized. In faet, it took
them hours before they came out of
their spell, so clever is the man as
a demagogic speaker. He puts up an
impressive front, and the fact that
he was a chaplain in the U.S. army

¢|during the World War seems to be

accepted as “proof” that he is compe-
tent to discuss anything of public
concern. Also, the fact that he visited
Nazi Germany—aeccording to the in-
ferences he handed out—qualifies him
as an “expert” on economie, indus-
trial, social and political conditions
in Hitlerland. I was amazed at the
brazen way this minister repeated
almost every angle of Nazi propagan-
da as worked out by Hitler and
Goebbels. All the old Nazi bunk was
repeated—how Hitler saved Germany
from Communism, how Hitler solved
the problem of uncmployment, how
the advent of Hitlerism was caused
by the Versailleg treaty, and how Hit-
ler raised the living standards of the
German people—Ilies, all of them.
Let’s take the hoary lie about Hitler
and unemployment. I have shown, in
nimerous articles—all of which are
reprinted in my volumes of questions
and answers—that Hitler’s handling
of German unemployment is a fake.
Firsl of all, us even schoolboys know,
Hitler put millions of men into the
army, navy, air force, and the mu-
nitions industry. All this labor, need-
less to say, is unproductive. Millions
of men have been put to work at jobs
that have to do with future military
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strategy, not at tasks that represent
productive enterprises. Also, the jobs
of many Jews, Social Democrats,
Liberals, etc., were taken from them,
given to good Nazis—and, presto, an-
other miracle was performed, though
the men and women ousted from em-
ployment weren’t counted as belong-
ing to the unemployed. This subject
of employment in Germany is han-
dled informatively by Drew Pearson
and Robert S. Allen, in their syndi-
cated newspaper column, “The Daily
Washington Merry-Go-Round,” (Mar.
30, 1939), from which I want to
quote. These reporters show, by draw-
ing on a study made by Hugh S.
Hanna, expert statistician conneeted
with .the U.S. Department of Labor,
that Hitler “is a long way from abol-
ishing unemployment in Germany.”
Mr. Hanna’s report iy based only on
official figures issued by the Nazi gov-
ernment, and shows:

(1) Productive employment—that
is, non-military employment—pro-
portionately is much higher in the
U.S.A. than in Germany.

(2) Hitler has blown up his em-
ployment figures by including relief,
public works and concentration
camp labor—a type labeled as wun-
employed in the U.S.A.

(3) There are several million un-
employed in Germany who remain
unclagsified. These arc high grade
workers who have refused to reg-
ister as unemployed lest they be
put to work at a pittance doing mil~
itary labor.

As the Hanna report shows, less
than 60 percent of the employed in
Germany are engaged in productive
activities, or on jobs which produce
food, clothing and other necegsities
for the people. Non-productive mili-
tary work takes up more than 40 per-
cent of the employed, which includes
a vast army of military police, secret
service agents and other government
employes, as well as workers in mu-
nitions plants. Pearson and Allen
add the following resume of other data
prepared by Hanna:

In the United States, however,
non-productive employment is al-
most negligible, Another highlight
is that German taxation to support
its war machine amounts to 40 per-
cent of the total national income,
whereas United States military pre-
paredness costs about 15 percent:
in Great Britain, about 20 percent,

Maintenance of mnon-productive
military employment has imposed a

tremendous burden on the living
standards of the German people.
This helps explain the serious ecne
nomic shape of the country and why
an unpopular war is so risky.

Another point stressed by the Rev.
Kenna—and many other speakers
and writers who deliberately or ig-
norantly repeat Nazi propaganda—
has to do with the much-maligned
Versailles Treaty. They keep saying
that thig iniquitous treaty—the Brest-
Litovsk Treaty imposed on Russia
by Germany was filled with the milk
of human kindness, of eourse—made
Hitler inevitable, that the German
people, prior to Hitler, were held in
slavery to the great powers, and all
that sort of rot. One would imagine
that when Germany was disarmed it
was prostrate and helpless. The factg
show this picture to be faise. Dis-
armed Germany, under the Republie,
won concession after concesgion from
the Allies who imposed the Versailles
Treaty. The record shows that the
German Republic—despite its dis-
armed condition—just about killed
off the Versailles Treaty during the
first 10 years of its existence. These
concessions were won by friendly dis-
cussions and negotiations, not by
threats and terrorism. It was the dis-
armed German Republic that pulled
the teoth of the Versailles Treaty, not
Hitler. Let me show what the Ger-
man Republic did in 10 years—with-
out the help of guns or poison-gas—
and then let’s watch propagandists
of the type of Rev. Kenna explain
away the facts:

1. After the {realy imposed vep-
arations amount to 132,000,000,000
gold-marks on Germany, the Repub-
lic’s statesmen negotiated its re-
duction to 3,000,000,000 gold-marks,
and long before the advent of Hit-
ler stopped paying reparations en-
tirely.

2, Germany was treated as an
equal, especially since the League
of Nations admitted the Republic
as a full-fledged member.

3. Because the German Republic
had numerous friends throughout
the world, it was able to build its
export trade to 13,000,000,000 gold-
marks a ycar, the top figurc in all
Germany history, including the
yearg since Hitler took power.

4. The German Republic had such
warm friends that it was able to
get foreign loans amounting to bil-
lions of gold-marks, which helped
reestablish Germany’s industries and
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enabled it to reenter international

trade as a full equal.

5. The German Republic got its
Western frontiers guaranteed by the
Locarno Treaty.

6. Germany’s govereignty was ful-
1y accepted during the Republic, ex-
cept the right to rearm and remili-
tarize the Rhineland, a condition
that certainly did no harm to peace-
minded Germany.

7. Long before the dates set,
armies of reoccupation were with-
drawn from German soil. Such con-
cessions were won by negotiations,
not by threats,

8. France was won over to the
view that it should remove its army
from the Ruhr,

The record, as outlined above,
shows clearly that Republican Ger-
many wasn’t chained to the victorioug
Allies. The evily of the YVersailles
Treaty were being remedied one by
one, with the worst features disposed
of long before Hitler stole nower. To
blame Germany’s Fascism on the
Versailles Treaty showg a desire to
deceive the public or surrender to the
opinions of the uninformed. If the
Treaty of Versailles is to get the
blame, then how is one to explain
the fact that about a dozen other
countries besidey Germany are living
under Fageism, none of them subject
to the terms of the Versailley Treaty,
and many of them, by the way, having
been members of the victorious Allies
who dictated the Versailles Treaty?
Need T point out that Fascist coun-
tries like Italy, Rumania and Yugo-
Slavia were once among the victor-
ious Allies? At this point let’s
listen to the informed words of Wil-
helm Sollmann, former Reichminister
of the Interior, who is now lecturing
in this country. Mr. Sollmann ex-
plains the conditions that make- for
Fascism, as follows:

Post-war  Germany represents
classically the domestic causes for
Fascism: resentment of the nobil-
ity and Big Business against democ-
racy, lack of understanding of dem-
acratic methods in the rank and file
of middle class and farmers; and
the fight between truly democratic
Socialists and fanatically dictator-
ial Communisfe. There could have
been no peace treaty whatsoever.
No democracy will survive if a large
majority of the nation is opposed to
democracv either from group inter-
est or from fundamentally wrong
perspectives.

Fascism can’t be beaten by ser=

mons of atonement about Versailles.
A firm aggressive stand of all fol-
lowers of democracy against every
type of dictatorship is the challenge
to us all,

Near-Fascists of the type of the
Rev. Kenna, referred to above, meet
facts like these by merely ignoring
them and continuing to mouth their
old glogans and diseredited interpre-
tations of history. Nazi propaganda
rests on repeating its claims endless-
ly, assured that if a lie is told often
enough it’ll finally stick with enough
people to make it count for something.
That trick has worked, but this
doesn’t mean it’ll always be swallow-
ed without question. ‘Wherever
there’s free speech and a free press
we should make it a point to answer
every argument advanced by the
Fagcists, The truth—if backed up by
positive, constructive action—can be
made to preva}x‘il. .

What about this press paragraph which
says anyone can geft a pound of coffee
free in Nazi Germany?

You missed the joke. Let me ex-
plain it carefully. The reports that
there ig a serious shortage of coffee,
butter, eggs, ete., in Hitlerland are
true. Some stores, which are run by
men with a sense of humor, carry
this sign: “You c¢an geot a pound of
coffee free if you can tell us where
to buy a crate of eggs.” Ketch on?

TR %

If F. D. R. refuses to run for a third
term, whose name would you suggest in
his place as a good candidate for Presi-
dent of the United States?

Mrs. Roosevelt,

e

Editor: In your discussion of Lis- "~
terine you quote Dr. Torald Sollman
who refers—with sarcasm, I gather—to
the comparative “odor and taste” of
thymol (Listerine), 5 percent phenol,
and 1 percent corrosive sublimate. His
idea, of course, was to emphasize the
fact that the antiseptic quality of a
substance had no relation whatsoever
to its taste. Ag for B percent phenol:
perhaps no ome, unless suicidally in=
clined, could do himself much harm
with it; its faste is too obnoxious. But
concerning 1 percent carresive sublis
mate (bichloride of mercury): really,
he should have warned his readers not
to try tasting that! Even at that con-
centration a very small amount could be
fatal. I have no idea, myself, how it
might taste; I’d be afraid to make such
a test. It is my unprofessional opin-
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ion that the silver-salts hair dyes
against which you constantly warn your
readers—and which, of course, are dan-
gerous, especially if used over a period
of time—are, by comparison to such a
te;ﬁ{ for corrosive sublimate, mild as
milk.

While on the subject of taste—and
tastes—I want to register my amuse-
ment at your diatribes against baker’s
bread. As well as being outrageously
over-priced, the stuff is, of course,
atrociously de-nutted, to use one of your
own terms, and the cause of that and
de-crusting as well is at least partly
traceable to contemporary snobberies
which, if diligently pursued, would just
about emasculate life of all its lusty
pleasures. But, mainly, its lifelessness
and lack of character by  comparison
with your favorite pumpernickel is due
to- the fact that it’s made with highly
refined, white flour, a food-stuff in
which, some years ago, you could see
nothing particularly objectionable, I'm
wondering if, perhaps, you're mot
getting old; you know, in more ways
than merely the usual one, our capacity
for keenly enjoying pleasurable acts
becomes  blunted with the passage of
time. May not the taste of bread be one
of these? If so, then, truly, the adage,
“Man does mnot live by bread alone,”
takes on new, and hitherto unsuspected,
meanings, Tmperious meanings, that
are very disquieting, I might add. I
smile, too, at your apparently unrea-
soning, hard-headed prejudice against
strange mixtures in salads, etc—cottake
cheese and pineapple, for dinstance.
What’s wrong with that, now? To an
inveterate experimentalist, innovator
and varietist, such .as you undoubtedly
are in many other particulars, that
ought to he quite appealing; more ap-
pealing, I should think, than canned
rattlesnake. No, I'm mnot prejudiced
against the snake at all; as a matter of
fact, if I can ever overcome my Swiss
frugality to a sufficient extent to part
with $1 for the 3-ounce tin of ithe siufl
handled by our swanky local grocer I'll
try it too.

Maplewood, Mo.

W e
Can you give me the famous passage
by Abraham Lincoln which deals with
his views on the labor question?

Here’s a Lincoln paragraph that’s
quoted freguently: ‘

Inasmuch as most good things are
produced by labor, it follows that
all such things of right belong to
those whose labor has produced
them. But it has so happened, in
all ages of the world, that some
have labored, and others have with-
out labor enjoyed a large propor-
tion of the fruits. This is wrong

C. A. LANG

and should not continue, To secure
to each laborer the whole product
of his labour as nearly as possible,
is a worthy subject of any good
government,

Every word of it continues to have
meaning. Lincoln had a genius for
for being right most of the time,
which is something in a world that
usually sces opinions outdated goon
after they're spoken. “It is better
only sometimes to be right than at
all times to bgz Wr:x)‘ng,’;‘ said Lincoln.

-

Is it good history to say that the Fun-
damentalists once believed it was sin-
ful for a baby to be born on the Sab-
bath?

Yes. Up to about a century ago
strict church people held to the
quaint helief that a bhahy horn on
Sunday was evidence that the parents
had conceived the child on a Sun-
day, which Fundamentalists consider-
ed a naughly way Lo behave on the
Lord’s day. The more one looks into
the religious mentality the more
amusing and astonishing things one’s
sure to find.

e o

“Im glad fo see that you gave space
to Anthony Arico’s theme. I imagine
that there were few others that were
more deserving of the publicity you
gave it even had you been able to
inspect. them all. Doubtless Tony will
survive  that “F”. It may come to
pass in the end that that teacher
will learn more from Tony than Tony
will from him.”—C. A. Lang, Mo.

e e

¥

Fditor: I don’t think Father Cough-
lin is an able speaker, as do some of
yvonr enrrespondents. T have never heard
a more repulsive voice, nor observed a
more blatant, exasperating attitude. I
think he is an all-time low in American
public life. He may have been a menace
at one time, but not now. You dignify
him by your long articles. A single
sentence, here and there, with plenty of
sarcasm would be much more effective.
For many years I have read every word
of each Freeman, but hereafter I shall
skip the articles about Silo Charlie, X
don’t want to think of him.
Brentwood, Md. N ELMER C. HELM

e »

An old anti-Ingersoll tract charges the
great Agnostic with seeking to return
man fo the jungle. The writer of it
says Ingersoll’s ideal of happiness
meant animal satisfaction, to the neglect
of man’s higher aspirations,

Tt’s hard to keep up with the propa-
ganda of the church-minded. In the
present instance, it seems to me our
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Fundamentalist doesn’t know what
Ingersoll mecant by happincss. He ccr-
tainly went to great paing to show
that man’s happiness doesn’t rest on
the stomach alone. But let Ingersoll
speak for himself:

Happiness is the true aim in life,

It is the task of intelligence to

ascertain the conditions of happi-

ness, and when found, the truly
wise will live in accordance with
them. By happiness is meant not
simply the joy of eating and drink-
ing, the gratification of the appetite,
but good, well-being, in the highest
and noblest form. The joy that
springs from obligations discharged,
from duty done, from generous acts,
from being true to the ideal, from a
perception of the beautiful in na-
ture, art and conduct. The happi-
ness that is born and gives birth to
poetry and music, that follows the
gratification of the highest wants.

Hanpiness is the result of all that

is really right and sane.

Does that expression suggest a
man who wants to push man back
into the jungle? Freethinkers are
accustomed to being lied about,
misrepresented and ridiculed, but
their philosophy moves forward from
year to year, mainly because many
people’ are ready for it, and, above
all, because what they tell the world
is true. And lest my rcaders get the
impression that truth to a Freethink-
er can mean just another form of
dogmatism let me again draw on the
words of Ingersoll, in which he out-
lines what the Freethinker aims at:

I do not pretend to tell what all
the truth is. I do not pretend to
have fathomed the abyss, mor to
have floated with outstretched wings
level with the dim heights of
thought. I simply plead for frce-
dom. I denounce the cruelties and
horrors of slavery. I ask for light
and air for the souls of men. I say,
take off those chains, break those
manacles, free those limbs, release
that brain! I plead for the right to

think, to reason, fo investigate. I

agk that thce futurc may be enrich-

ed with the honest thoughts of men.

When writers of religious tracts
express thonghts like the ahove in-
telligent men and women will begin
to pay more attention to them. It was
at this type of mentality that Inger-
goll once aimed one of his mogt power-
ful paragraphs. Since I'm off on an
Ingersoll orgy (blame the Ingersoll
folder in my newseclip filing system),

I want to pass it on to my readers:

I will not invade the rights of
others. You have no right to erect
your tollgate upon the highways of
thought, You have no right to leap
from the hedges of superstition, and
strike down the pioneers of the hu-
man race. You have no right to sac-
rifice the liberties of man upon the
altars of ghosts. Believe what you
may; preach what you desire; have
all the forms and ceremonies you
please; exercise your liberty in your
own way, but extend to all others
the same right.

¥ %

e

“You wonder 1if the Philadelphia
Academy of Music is still there, Yes—
still is the right word. There has been
no change of any kind, in appearance
or anything else. And it is operating
exacily the same as il did 40 years ago.”
—W. Norton, Ambler, Pa.

e

“I hope some one (preferably your-
self) will write a review of the history
of red-baiting in America, which we
might reprint in a pamphlet for the
Hollywood Anti-Nazi League. The pur-
pose is to apprise the public with the
conniving methods used by the Fascist
and Nazi forces in America throughout
our history to thwart liberal thought,
etc.”—Jay Gorney, Beverly IIills, Calif.
[Editor’s Note: This is an excellent
idea. Red-baiting (under various names)
goes back to colonial times, when the
Tounding TFathers were called every-
thing from traitors to Atheists. I be-
lieve I have the data on this subject
in various folders in my mewsclip filing
system, but it’s a question if I can find
the time to do the job. If students of
American history find the theme inter-
esting I suggest they work on it.
Here’s a chance for a good, wuscful
pamphlet.] -

g% %

“I notice that Coughlinism is in a
morec virulent form at present; that un-
disguised Nazis have a foothold in
America; that Republicanism, with its
reactionary objectives like the annul-
ment of the New Deal, makes headway,
and so forth. I believe that these nega-
tive developments are more than over-
balanced by the positive gains democ-
racy hag made in the U.S, during the
same period of time”—Antonio Del
Riego, Mexico.

L R
Kindly comment on the bill bafore Con-
gress providing for deportation of
aliens who advocate changes in the
American form of government,

Representative Dempsey, of New
Mexico, originally introduced the bill
which stipulated deportation for ad-
vocacy of “fundamental changes” in
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the American government. But when
the Amerlcan Civil Liberties Union
charged that “no agreement is possi-
ble as to what are ‘fundamental
changes’ in a form of government,”
the measure was amended to make
it worse, prohibiting “any changes.”
In this form the bill was approved
by the House Immigration Committee.
In a letter to Chairman Samuel Dick-
stein, of the Immigration Committee,
the American Civil Liberties Union
pointed out that the President’s pro-
posal to reorganize the Supreme
Court might be considered a “funda-
mental change” in the form of gov-
ernmment. “Expression of approval
by an alien would subjeect him to
deportation.” The letter continues:

“The effect of the bill, if enacted
and seriously enforced, would be
to suppress all expressions of opin-
ion on essential political issues by
aliens. Any utterances on political
theories could be readily con-
strued as coming within the pro-
hibited advocacy. All aliens would
be placed at the mercy of informers
and personal enemies ready to re-
port as violations of law any re-
marks on American politics.

“All laws aimed at opinions and
beliefs are notoriously difficult of
enforcement, and, wherever the at-
tempt is made to enforce them,
grossly unfair. Prejudice inevitably
plays a large part in all such pro-
ceedings. The history of the present
provisions of the immigration law
relating to opinions and beliefs
bears convincing testimony as to
the difficulty and unfairness of their
administration.”

There’s no real and fair reason
why an alien should be denied the
right to an opinion about any form
of government, including our own.
The Constitution doesn’t say the right
of free speech belongs only to citizens.
This right belongs to anyone in the
U.S.A. Readers should let their
Congressmen and Senators know they
are opposed to this attack on free
speech, *

Editor: When an individual expresses
ideas that disturb the conventional
mind, he is called an agitator., He is
despised for his effarts at free expres-
sion, and he is denied the right of fair
judgment. He is regarded as intolerant
when he speaks his mind with the force
of conviction. He is radical when he in-
sists on holding to his convictions in
the face of conventional thought. It is
the very act of his thinking that so

antagonizes the blissful, ignorant, con-
ventional mind.
Spokane, Wash.

e

Editor: I have just read that Bible
quotation in the letter department of
your issue of May 15, about over-indus-
triousness leading to stupidity. Now you
go ahead and be as industrious as you
wish because there positively is no such
statement made in the Bible, anywhere.
New Orleans, La. JOE FAGER

LR S

“Just had a lady ‘air warden’ at the
door of my home offering me a gas-
mask., I am ashamed of England, and
if it comes to the bestiality of having
poison poured upon London by Mr.
Chamberlain’s friends I go under. Of
course, the whole series of capitalist-
aristocratic blunders here was inspired
by the idea that Hitler and Mussolini
would destroy Sacialism in Rurope and
then shake hands with England and
France, English statesmanship is on the
level of a women’s club at Podunk
Corners.”-—Joseph McCabe, England.

LS
In one of your volumes of questions
and answers you write of Thomas Jef-
ferson as an upholder of intellectual
freedom. Can you give me a quotation
showing his position?

There are many passages in the
lotterg and addresses of Thomag Jeof-
ferson which uphold freedom of opin-
ion. Here’s a piece that answers the
purpose quite well:

“Opinion is something with which
the government has no business to
meddle; it is quite beyond its legiti-
mate province. Millions of innocent
men, women and children since the
introduction of Christianity, have
been tortured, fined, burnt, impris-
oned; yet we have not advanced one
inch toward uniformity. Let us re-
flect that the earth is inhabited by
thousands of millions of people;
that these profess probably a thou-
sand different systems of religion;
that ours is but one of that thou-
sand; that if there be but one right,
and ours that one, we should wish
to see the nine hundred and ninety-
nine wandering sects gathered into
the fold of truth. But against such
we can nat effect this hy farce.
Reason and persuasion are the only
practicable instruments, For these,
free inquiry must be indulged; and
how can we wish others to indunlge
it, while we refuse it our-selves?”

Jefferson, always a Freethinker,
fought for religious freedom, for he
never wanted America to be the
battleground of warring religious
ideologies. He didn’t want the hor-

ROBERT SLOCUM
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rors of the Inquisition repeated in
this land of freemen. “What has heen
the effect of coercion?”’ Jefferson ask-
ed; “to make one half of the world
foolg and the other half hypocrites.”
I've quoted Jefferson’s attitude to-
ward the church and its priests, but
I feel justified in reprinting them
here, for they earry an important
lesson to this generation:

“In every country and in every
age the priest has been hostile to
liberty, he is always in alliance with
the despot, abetting his abuses in
return for protection to his own. It
is error alone that needs the sup-
port of government. Truth can
stand by itself.,”

Jefferson, more than any other
revolutionist, in the words of Joseph
Lewis, “thwarted the efforts of Ham-
ilton and others to establish a state
church.” Jefferson’s Rationalism was
clear and honest, Study these Jeffer-
sonian sentences carefully, for they
mean much to candid Freethinkers:

“Fix reason firmly in her seat,
and call to her tribunal every fact,
every opinion. Question with bold-
ness even the existence of God; be-
causc, if there be one, he must ap-
prove the homage of reason rather
than of blindfolded fear. Do not be
frightened from this inquiry by
any fcar of its consequences, If it
end in a belief that there is mo
God, you will find incitements to
virtne in the comfort and pleasant-
ness you feel in its exercise and in
the love of others it will procure
for you.”

qe R
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“You probably rcad that ‘Click’, issuc
for April, 1939, was banned in certain
towns for showing pictures of Hitler’s
‘Breed, damn you, breed’ policy. Is it
not truc that the Roman Church in-
gtructs its communicants to hreed—
without the profanity, of course?”—
Reader,

RO
THE CASE AGAINST THE PACIFIST

Editor: Even some of the most obsess-
ed pacifists are frank enough to admit
that the intense natlonalism of the
post-war period is responsible, to a
great degree, for the collapse of the ef-
forts to secure the basis for a wide col-
laburation in bringing universal dis-
armament. Some of the responsible
leaders of the pacifist movement do not
deny that it is this feeling of intense
nationalism that the Fascist and Nazi
regimes, for reasons of their own, have
transformed into strong forces of fana-
tical chauvinism, which in turn has

created world-wide conditions leading
all nations to unprecedented programs
of rearmament.

The war-mania of the regimes that
constitute the so-called Rome-Berlin-
Tokio axis is not a theory or an illu-
sion. It is a grim reality which has and
continues to make of the family of na-
tions an inferno of aggressions and in-
security.

Yet, despite all this, one is shocked
to observe the. seeming irresponsibility -
with which pacifists generally attack
all proposals for collective security—
that is, for a binding together of all
governments that honestly believe Fasc-
ism and Nazism are a great danger to
democracy and peace, Collective secur-
ity the pacifists condemn and reject as
something provocative, that would make
war wunavoidable because, they argue,
such a move would enrage the Fascist
regimes, ‘The Totaliftarian governments
are achieving their goals by simply re«
sorting to threats of war and the use
of blackmail. Therefore, according to
the pacifists, these regimes will never
tolerate the existence of an organized
effort that is capable of putting an end
to their lawlessness in the international
field, and would start war rather than
be deprived of their freedom to terror-
ize the world,

War is a hideous crime, Nobody
could maintain the contrary without de-
grading himself, War has to be abolish-
ed. Still, the way the pacifists act when
the enemies of humanity have gathered
In thelr hands enormous war materials
with which to intimidate other govern-
ments is not a good way of seeking to
remove the evil but the surest way to
strengthen the roots of it by supplying
them with the psychological elements
issuing from an increase in the vanity
of easy conquests and personal pres-
tige,

Also, like those who openly or covert-
ly want to help Fascism establish itself
in the United States, the pacifists parrot
their stale arguments: “let’s mind our
own business”; “let’s build democracy
at home;” “let’s mnever again try to
make the world safe for democracy.”
But actually, what is it that the paci-
fists are accomplishing? First, spread-
ing doubts and confusion, and, second-
ly, contributing toward making the
world safe for Fascism, since by thelr
weakening of the morale of the demo-
cratic peoples they are paving the road
for the monsters of Fascism to march
arrogantly forward.

The greatest proof of the folly of the
pacifists’ line of action and argument
is found in the fact it fails to arrest
the preparations for war or the condi-
tions which to some nations make those
preparations necessary. Defeatism lies
at the bottom of the heart of every
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pacifist. No wonder the Fascists, sens-
ing this and having successfully tested
it more than once, feel confident of
their conquest of the world. They know
that pacifist and isolationist propagan-
das are turning the peoples of the dem-
ocratic countries into something re-
sembling frightened chickens, *

N.Y.C. A. GARCIA DIAZ
R

“Representative Noah Mason, of Illi-
nois, broadcasting March 24, 1939, urged
all teachers to have their pupils learn
Edgar Guesl’s ‘America’s Creed.” I've
heard it read only once, and caught a
reference to “the Communists sowing
seeds of discontent” but no references to
the Nazis and Fascists and their sowing
of discontent. Why urge this special
one on the teachers? Is it because it
specifically mentions the Communists?
One would think there were envugh
‘creeds’ from the pens of first-rate au-
thors, without resorting to Guest’s.”—
W. Matthews, Del.

B B

When submitting a musical manuscript
to a publisher for examination is it
necessary to have the composition copy-
righted before sending it away? I have
written quite a number of compositions
on the semi-clasgical order (both vocal
and instrumental) but have mever done
anything about putting them before the
public, and should like to .do so now
—that is, if conditions are favorable.
I hope to hear from you by personal
letter,

If you send your manuscripts to
a reputable publisher you have mnoth-
ing to fear about copyright. If you
prefer to copyright the work in your
own name all you need do is to write
on it the following: “Copyright, 1939,
by—"" followed by your name. en,
when the work iy published, you send
to the Register of Copyrights, Li-
brary of Cungress, Washington, D.C.,
for the regular application blank,
which you will fill out and return,
accompanied by two copies of the
printed work. Any of the large New
York and Philadelphia music pub-
lishers are reputable concerns. You
can always spot the other kind by
the way they approach writers of
musie with various propositiong that
are intended to get money from them
in exchange for the magic key to
fame and fortune. Be careful not 4o
pay out a penny of your own money,
regardless of promises. A reputable
publisher, if he accepts your work,
will pay you a small advance on your
royaltics when he signs his contract

with you. Thiy is a difficult field. I

wish you luck. But don’t be disap-

pointed if you fail to make the grade.
geoode %

‘Xiﬁgh farm animal is the most valu-
aple?

The good, old mule takes first place,
by a wide margin. Statisticians
connected with the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture report (according to a
clipping in my newsclip filing sys-
tem) that the average mule is worth
$118, as against $84 for the horse and
$66 for the cow. They say a good
work horse ean be bought for ag little
as $50, but just try to buy a good
mule for that figure. A good Missouri
mule will bring $150, while a matched
pair will cost $500, and even more.
Thege gpecialists report that the U.S.,
in 1938, had 4,382,000 mules, more
than 80 pereent being owned in the
South. The report also says there
were, in 1938, 10,000,000 work horses
in the U.S., with almost 60 percent in
the North Central States. This is
about 50 percent less than the horse
population of 20 years ago.

L B

Editor: Your remarks in reply to the
fellow who thought he saw evidence of
Divine guidance in the structure of the
bulldog’s face were apropos. To demon-
strate His all-encompassing intellizence
so that a perfect cycle of useful acts
and functions might be efficiently com-
pleted, Diety should certainly have also
provided the bull with a nerveless pos-~
terior to which the dog might cling in-
definitely. Jesting aside, however, you
might have told him, too, that “in Na-
ture” there never was such a thing as
a bulldog: all the marvelously diverse
types of dogs were undoubtedly, since
very remote times, selectively bred from
a few wild, and »nrobably not very dis-
similar, svecies of the genus canis.
The bulldog, in this development, must
have been evolved rather late for cat-
tle began to be domesticated much later
than dogs. In addition to all this, the
bulldog’s specialization away from a
“natural” type has been carried to such
an extreme that he is really a physio-
logical monstrosity; only listen to his
labored, catarrhal breathing, poor beast!
Any anatomist would agree that he has
a “bad” nose,
Maplewood, Mo. & C. A. LANG

*

“The British Government gave Czecho-
slovakia a $50,000,000- credit after the
Munich betrayal. $20,000,000, at least,
of this amount was used to ‘grease’ the
Czech politicians who betrayed their
people. JYohn Bull, the world’s master
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double-crosser, has jockeyed himself
and France into la position sglippery

enough to upset a cat. John Bull has
billions of dellars to ‘grease’ every Fasc-
ist nation in the world, but he has no
‘dough’ when it comes to paying his
Great War debt to the U.S.A.’—~Pat O.
Sullivan, Canada.

qeo e
I join you in your admiration for Mark
Twain. Keep up your interesting, in-
structive, and amusing quotations from
his writings. Can you give us a quota-
tion showing how he felt about the
Jews? Was he friendly to that race?

Mark Twain wasn’t prejudiced
againgt any race. Ags for the Jews,
he often wrote about them. Here’s an
excellent passage from his “Literary
Bssays,” Vol. 22, page 253:

I'he Jew is not a disturber of the
peace of any country. Even his en-
emies concede that. He is not a
loafer, he is not a sof, he is not
noisy, he is mot a brawler nor a
rioter, he is not quarrelsome. In
the statistics of crime his presence
is conspicuously rare—in all coun-
tries. With murder and other crimes
of violence he has but little to do;
he is a stranger to the hangman.

In the police court’s daily long
roll of “assaults” and “drunk and
disorderlies” his mame seldom ap-
pears, That the Jewish home is a
home in the truest sense is a
fact which no one will dispute, The
family is knitted together by the
strongest affections; its members
show each other every due respect;
and reverence for the elders is an
inviolate law of the house.

The Jew is mot a burden on the
charities of the state nor of the
city; these could cease from their
functions without affecting him.
When he is well enough, he works;
when he is incapacitated, his own
people take care of him. And not
in a poor and stingy way, but with
a fine and large benevolence. His
race is entitled to be called the
most benevolent of all the races of
men,

It’s too bad Mark Twain isn’t alive
during these days of TFageist and
Nazi terrorism and race-baiting. His
heaviest artillery of sarcasm and
irony would be turned on Hitler and
Mussolini, to their everlasting em-
barrassment. If ever the world need-
ed a Mark Twain it’s now. There
isn’t even a candidate for his magnifi-
cent pen. He had a genius for the
right word. As Mark Twain put it
himself, “The difference between the

right word and the not quite right
word is the difference between light-
ning—angd the lightning bug!”

L S

There are some college women in our
town of Kalispell, Mont.,, who have
formed a pan-Hellenic Association, I
have been wondering how much Greek
they know and would appreciate your
opinion in print.

I don’t know a thing about the or-
ganizerg of the Kalispell, Mont., so-
ciety, nor have I the slightest knowl-
edge regarding their grasp of Greek
culture. I give space to this question
in order to show my readers some of
the questions that are being hurled
at me daily. I get letters telling me
to be sure to answer that “particu-
larly silly editorial” at the top of the
third column on the editorial page of
last Thursday’s local mnewspaper.
Some eorvespondents actually believe
I have a file of every newspaper in
the country. Other correspondents
ask for personal replies but insist
they should get that service free in-
stead of paying me the usual fee.
I don't bother to argue with them,
of courge. What’s the wuse? I'm
obliged to deliver a stated number of
papers in payment for their subserip-
tion, and that’s all. Other readers
want me to reprint articles because
they happened to mislay a certain is-
sue. That’s impossible, T explain with
magnificent patience, because all my
Freeman articles are collected in book
form, three times each year, with 16
volumeg in print and more to come. I
take the position that readers who
want my articles should put the set
in their library. I can’t keep repeat-
ing mysclf, cspeeially since every line
written in the past seven years of
questions and answers can be spotted
quickly by referring to the index in
the back of each volume. Many oth-
erg ask me questions that aren’t of
general interest and then get mad
because I prefer to give space {u
topics I take to be closer to the wishes
of the subscribers. And, while I'm
telling about my numerous headaches,
let me add that I employ no stenog-
rapher or secretary, doing my letter-
writing by pounding them out on my
machine. Naturally, T can’t permit
myself to be loaded with too much
personal correspondence, for that will
interfere with my editorial work. But
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many readers hold to the opinion that
they have a right to a personal letter
on any theme they decide to pass up
to my desk. And, boy, they get mad
it I don’t jump through the hoop.
Mogt readers, of course, are consider.
ate, many even writing the blessed
words, “No answer requested” at the
bottom of the sheet. That’s what I
call friendly. They’re the kind of
friends who understand there’s a limit
to the time and energy I can give to
personal letter-writing. They also
understand that I cant gatisfy every
reader who agsks a question. I re-
ceive more than 500 questions intend-
ed for an issue of The Freeman
alone and about half that many for
the H-J News-Letter.
The Freeman usually contains a litlle

more than 100 questions and answers,

which means that something like 400
questions have to be passed up. Many
understand this and don’t raise a
squawk, but others know how to fume
and threaten, some of them even or-
dering their subscriptions cancellgd.
That’s another source of editorial
headache—readers who show their
anger by tclling me to shove the pa-
per up the most convenient spout.
Well, it’s all in the day’s work.
g %

If one man can build a house in 12 days,
can 12 men build it in one?

That was a favorite in my boyhood
days. The answer is, of course, that
288 will build it in one hour, 17,280
. in one minute, and 1,036,800 in one

second. All of which is nonsense.
e ”»e *4e

Aren’t pillows awkward and unneces-
sary?

They may be awkward and unnee-
essary, but I'm so used to them I

can’t sleep without one.
A

What causes a fish to die when it’s out
of water?

Albert Edward Wiggam, in his
“Txploring Your Mind,” quotes I.’r‘of.
A. J. Huntsman, of Toronto Univet-
sity, as saying they die from e:ghaus-
tion because they struggle so violent-
ly, instead of suffocation as has here-
tofore been supposed. Mr. Wiggam
continues:

“He finds that oxygen from the
atmosphere probably will not pass
through fish’s gills as it does from
the water and, in addition, when

An issue of |

they are brought into the air they
have very little reserve muscle
sugar in their blood to gilve them
energy. Therefore, a few minutes of
struggling brings death.”
LS
Did Lenin want Stalin to succeed him
as the most powerful figure in the So-
viet State? :

No. In 1924, Lenin warned his as-

sociates against Stalin, as follows:
“Comrade Stalin is too rude. ...

I propose to the comrades to find a

way of removing him from that

pogition [secretary-general of -the

Communist Party of the Soviet

Union] and appointing another man

who in all respects differs from

Stalin only in superiority—namely,

more patient, more loyal, more po-

lite, and more attentive to comrades,

less capricious. . . J?

When Lenin died Stalin stepped into
hiy place as leader—or dictator—be-
cause he had built up an immense or-
ganization through his key position
ag secretary of the party, an office
which gave him the power to appoint
most of the important executives in
the government, industry, communi-
cations, the press, and so on. The man
who has the power to hand out the
best jobs is usually able to boss the
whole show, if he can put enough of
hiv men in the places that count.
Trotsky, who was the No. 2 Bolshe-
vik during Lenin’s years of leader-
ship, was a great orator and leader,
but he neglected the gpade work of
building a solid, powerful machine.
Stalin—the quiet, subtle, secretive
plodder—put the machine together
piece hy piece, and when the leader
died he let the machine carry him
into what has made him, in the words
of John Gunther, “the most powerful
single human being in the world.”
In another place, Mr. Gunther says

Stalin rules because he has plenty

of guts, durability, physique, patience,
tenacity, concentration, perseverance,
shrewdness, cunning and craft.
*“Stalin,” he writes, “is about as emo.
tional as a slab of basalt. If hc has
nerves, they are veing in rock.”
Stalin is afflicted with a dilated heart,
but that doesn’t stop him from getting
a lot of work done and showing enor-
mous physical strength,

» e e
A Coughlinite claims Father Coughlin
is just as much a citizen of the U.S. as
you are, Please explain yourself.

He isn’t an American citizen like
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myself because it happens I'm native
bury, having popped into the world
down near the Delaware River, in
Philadelphia, Pa., July 30, 1889. As
I've explained before (see my volumes
of questions and answers) Father
Coughlin was born in Canada of
American paients. Under our laws,
Father Coughlin’s parents could hava
retained U.S. citizenship for him had
they filed the proper declaration at
any American consulate in Canada.
This they failed to do, according io
the records of the State Department.
As a result, Father Coughlin_ is a
Canadian citizen; despite anything he
writes to the contrary. He claims
he’s a U.S. citizen and may even vote,
but that doesn’t alter the fact that
it some U.S, citizen were to challenge
him he’d have to do a lot of explain-
ing.

doood % )
Can you explain why the Jew gets pick-
ed on everywhere?

The answer is very easy. He makes
an ideal gcapegoat because he’s a mi-
nority in every country. This point is
well made in Robert Gessner’s book,
“Some of My Best Friends Are
Jews,” as follows: )

The Jew has been an "approved
scapegoat. For centuries he has
been the whipping boy accepted by
the best people. Therefore, any new
impulse to hate him is legitimate;
it is not crude or vulgar; it is hate
authorized by tradition and custom,
according to our “finest” instincts.
Hate has been accumulating on his
back through the epochs. To Chris-
tians, he willed Christ. To impov-
erished victims of lords, princes,
bishops, he was the exploiter. To
the sufferers of plagues, he was the
germ spreader. To baffled populaces,
he was the unpunished murderer or
the uncaught devil. To discontented
peoples, he was the one who deposed
their king or exiled their duke. To
a defeated nation, he was the trai-
tor. He iz the creator of capital-
ism and the instigator of commu-
nism, the inventor of birth control
and the plotter of overpopulation.
However, the secret of the game is
never to call him a scapegoat. He
must always be conceived as a pow-
exful and dangerous enemy.

« L d
Which quality, more than any other, in
your epinion, helps an individual to
achieve happiness?

One of my favorite philosophers,
Schopenhauer, discussed this ques-
tion several times. Only recently I

wrote a paragraph in which I quoted
onc of his soentences on the nature of
happiness. Dipping into my never-
failing newselip filing system, I find
a piece in which Schopenhauner points
to cheerfulness as the thing that has
most to do with whether or not one
is to be happy or dour. Here it is:
Nothing conduces su directly to
happiness as cheerfulness. It is a
quality which is its own immediate
reward. He who is gay has always
reason for being so, namely, the
fact that he is gay. Cheerfulness
alone can make up for ‘the loss of
every other possession, while noth-
ing can take its place. We may be
young, handsome, rich, and high in
station; still, estimating our happi-’
ness, the question will be asked:
Are we cheerful with it all? But if
we see a person who is cheerful, no
matter whether he he young, or old,
gstraight of limbh or deformed, poor
or rich, he is happy. Therefore let
us open wide the door to cheerful-
ness whenever it knocks. It can
never come amiss. Instead of think-
ing thus, however, we often hesi-
tate whether to admit it at all, and
begin to reflect whether we really
have every cause for contemtment,
or fear that gaiety will disturb eur
serious thoughts and anxious prob-
lems. But what good these will do
Is very uncertaln, while cheerful-
ness is a direct gain,

My readers may recall that I have

| gone out of my way many times to

tell them how much I dislike goopy
people, the kind of creatures who
gripe endlessly, indulge in self-pity,
bellyache until they drive one to
thoughty of despair, and in other
ways show themselves to be strang-
erg to the mood of cheerfulness. Yes,
the world’s full of trying problems,
it’s loaded with things that are sad-
dening, but that shouldn’t be a good
reagon for continually pulling a long
face. Down with old droopy-drawers,
I say. We can all be sincere about
life without being too serioug. This
brings to mind another thought on
the subject of happiness which turn-
ed up when I went thumbing through
a folder in 'my newsclip filing gystem.
I find it credited to a Hilty, and for
the life of me I can’t recall who the
man was, nor do I even recall where
I found the passage that struck me
as being important enough to warrant
my typing it off and slipping it into
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my filing system for future use,

I

regeue hig buried thought and pags it
on because he touches sensibly on
one of the essential elements of hap-

piness:

One of the most essential ele-
ments of such happiness as we can
reach on earth lies in not having
ton much time. The vastly greater
proportion of human happiness con-
sists in continuous and progressive
work, with the blessing which is
given to work and which in the end
makes work itself a pleasure. The
gpirit of man is never more cheer-
ful than when it has discovered its
proper work, Make this discovery,
first of all, if you wish to be hap-
py. Most of the wrecks of human
life are cansed by having either no
wurk, or too Itttle work, or uncon-
genial work; and the human heart,
which is. so easily agitated, never
beats more peacefully than in the
natural activity of vigorous, yet
satisfying work,

His point, needless to say, has been
used in many of my paragraphs, for
I've long looked on work as one of
the doors to happiness. The great
Goethe enters my discussion at this
point with his own contribution to
the problem of happiness, his advice
being that we turn away from gloomy
thoughts and barren speculalions, as

follows:

To turn away from useless and
barren speculations; to persistently
withdraw our thoughts from the un~
knowable, the inevitable, and the
irreparable; to concentrate them on
the immediate progent and on the
nearest duty; to waste no moral
energy on excessive introspection
or self-abasement or self-reproach,
but to make the cultivation and the
wise use of all our powers the su-
preme ideal and end of our lives; to
oppose labor and study to affliction
and regret; to keep at a distance
gloomy thoughts and exaggerated
anxieties; to see the individual in
connection and cooperation with the
whole, and to look upon effart and
action as the main elements both of
duty and happiness.

Goethe’s words, in my opinion, are
worth reading many times and tak-
ing them to heart. If I were to be-
come a preacher I’d deliver a sermon
on the above paragraph at least once
a year. Some people need proper
guidance if they are to achieve at
least a semblance 'of happiness. We

don’t hang around this world very
long, =0 the least we can do is to
try to work out a program that will
enable us to make our stay as pleas-
ant, genuinely profitable, and happy
as humanly possible. I hope my ser-
monizing hasn’t bored too many read-
ers.

I save the beat for the last. My
ancient friend and voluminoug con-
tributor, Joseph McCabe, has packed
more common and uncommon sense
into a single paragraph than I can
find in all the clippings 1 put away
on this topic of the happy and full
life. He tells the whole story. Study
his words. Put Joseph McCabe’s ad-
vice into your life and you’re bound
to get more hapviness everv day of
your existence. Speaking from a rich
mind, a full heart, and a long life,
Joseph MecCabe says:

Let your life be as happy and
sunshiny as you can make it. Have
the good sense to find a joy in
work as well as in play. Hurt no
man-—especially no girl or child, Be
sober. Do not invite headaches on
the morrow. Resent injustice and
lying for the good of all. Smite
humbugs and sordld and selfish peo-
ple joyfully, until the brood is ex-
tinct. Be honourable, truthful, and
kind; for honour, truth, and kind-
ness are Dbasic conditions of a
healthy and happy time for the hu-
man family. Cultivate refinement,
for it doubles one’s capacity for hap-
piness. Cherish wisdom and dread
illusion, for the paths of life are
slippery with the blood and tears
of the unwise. Beware of verbiage.
Kcep a strong and self=couscious
personality, for there are too many
people ready to exploit it. Fear
néither God nor devil nor priest,
but help to make your fellows such
that you can walk cheerfully and
helpfully with them to the end of
the road. Do unto others as you
would that they would do unto you.

L

Just what can you hope to gain by con-
tinually harping on aspects of contro-
vergieg which you Imow from long ex-
perience are unpopular? Don’t you
think it’s shrewder and better to try to
avoid offending people? Why say things
—even if they’re true—when you know
them to be far ahead of their time? I
don’t think most readers are ready for
the hard-boiled thinking you pass out.

I’ve heard that said before, many
times, especially by other publishers
and editors. They tell me—what I've
known all along—that if I had only



82

Questions and Answers

played - along with the crowd and
avoided offending people’s political,
economic, social and religious opin-
ions—I could have erected a publish-
ing establishment bigger than The
Saturday Evening Post. As it is,
they tell me, I have to get along with-
out the support of the people who
have it in their power to pass out
tremendous favors, including, of
course, the fellows who buy lots of
space. I ean’t argue with such peo-
ple because they don’t understand
my temperament, and if I ever
tried to explain it to them I'm
sure they’d put me down as a
fanatic, which I know I'm not.
I hate to tell a money-mad acquaint-
ance that I don’t care to do nothing
but pile up a lot of money. This
doesn’t mean I hate money. In fact,
I like it, but there are other things I
consider more important—and the
top thing is love of truth. If I make
enough money to live decently I'm
gatisfied. I have no desire to compete
with the pressey of Hearst, Macfad-
den, McCormick, Gannett, and the
rest of the publishers who prefer to
be important wheels in the great ma-
chine that goes by the name of Capi-
talism. Here I prefer to repeat ap-
provingly the words of Herbert
Spencer, a scholar who preferred to
spend his life seeking for the truth
instead of building a fortune. Study
his words carefully. They contain a
lesson. They tell us not to let our
thought die. I quote:

Whoever hesitates to utter that
which he thinks the highest truth,
lest it should be toe much in ad-
vance of the time, may reassure
himself by looking at his acts from
an Impersonal point of view. Let
him duly realize the fact that opin-
ion is the agency through which
character adapts external arrange-
ments to . itself—that his opinion
rightly forms part of this agency
—is a unit of force, constituting,
with other such units, the general
power  which  works vul  social
changes; and he will perceive that
he may properly give full utterance
to his innermost conviction: leav-
ing it to produce what effect it may.
It is not for nothing that he has in
him these sympathies with some
principles and repugnance to others.
He, with all hig capacities, and as-
pirations, and beliefs, is not an ac-
cident, but a product of the time.
He must remember that while he is

a descendant of the past, he is a
parent of the future; and that his
thoughts are as children born to
him, which he may not carelessly let
die. . . . Not as adventitious there-
fore will the wise man regard the
faith which is in him. The highest
truth he sees he will fearlessly
utter; knowing that, let what may
come of it, he is thus playing his
right part in the world—khowing
that if he can effect the change he
aims at, well: if not—well also;
though not so well. :

Another important Englishman
(according to a memo I typed years
ago and slipped into its proper place
in my filing system), W. K. Clifford,
put the case in different words. His
point ig that it’s a sin against man-
kind when one withholds the best
that’s in him from reaching the
world., He then turns on those who
object to unpalatable truths with
this excellent piece of advice:

It is wrong, always, everywhere,
and for any one, to believe anything
upon insufficient evidence, If a man,
holding a belief which he was
taught in childhood or persuaded of
afterwards, keeps down and pushes
away any doubts which arise about
it in his mind, purposely avoids the
reading of books and the company
of men that call in question or
discuss it, and regards as impious
those questions which cannot easily
be asked without disturbing it—the
life of that man is one long sin
against mankind,

I accept those words in their en-
tirety. And, let me add, my own hum-
ble efforts haven’t beewy entirely
wasted, even lhough I have never
made the slightest effort to join the
company of those masters of the
business office who place dividends
above truth. I haven’t been able thus
far to win the attention of the great
masses, but during all these long,
hard years I've never been without
my audience—now somewhat hefty,
other times rather insignificant. 1’d
rather talk candidly and honestly to
an audience of 50,000 than smear
lies before 25,000,000 morons. Let
me close this little sermon with a
constructive thought from the writ-
ings of George A. Dorsey, in which
he discusses man’s goal on earth.
There’s guts in what he says:

There is enough for all if love is
the motive power; and human na-
ture is now so well understood that
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that power can be put to work for
more human ends. Civilization is
no goal; humanity, peace on earth,
is. That goal has been dreamed of
-—and called a “dream,” and its
apostles have been vilified or cruci-
fied by the pillars of society who
find in human nature what they put
into it and cry: “Human mnature
cannot he changed—it is God’s
will!” That cry led to human
slavery, human sacrifice, human
warfare, and all Man’s inhumanity
to Man; it should be known for
what it is; the retort of the bully
and the coward and the armor of
the ignorant, the destroyer of hu-
manity and of human happiness,
Nothing is known of “God’s will”®;
enough is known of Nature to point
the way Man must travel if he is
fo survive and the goal he must de-
sire if he is to make the most of
his nature.

&
Ive just heard over the radio that
Materialists must be unhappy because
their philosephy is so cold. Please dis-
cuss.,

George Santayana wrote a book,
many years ago, entitled “Reason in
Science,” and when I read it I at-
tached one of my handy, simple tabs
to page 89, for I knew the time would
come when I’d need his words. The
time has arrived. I was able to dig
up his quotation in less than a min-
ute, with the help of a pretty good
memory. Here’s the excerpt:

“If you are in the habit of be-
lieving in special providences, or of
expecting to continue your romantic
adventures in a second life, material-
ism will dash your hopes most un-
pleasantly, and you may think for a
year or two that you have nothing
to live for. But a thorough mater-
ialist, one born to the faith and not
half plunged into it by an unexpect-
ed christening in cold water, will
be like the superb Democritus, a
laughing philosopher.”

L

L3
Is it a fact that it’s possible for a play-
er to beat a crooked roulette?

There’s one trick that can be made
to work sometimes., Let’s suppose the
suckers are putting heavy money on
the odd numbers. If the game’s
crooked—which it’s pretty sure to be,
except at Monte Carlo and some other
first-class joints—the house arrange:
to control the ball so that it’ll fall
into one of the even numbers. The
man who controls the dishonest equip-
ment lets the small bels on the even

side win in order to trim the suckers
who bet big money on the odd side.
At  Dbest, it’s small-time chisel-
ing. But don’t think the house isn’t
wise to you. It knows what you're up
to and sometimes will let you win,
if you don’t get hoggish. While on
this point let me say that the crooked
equipment ig rarely operated by the
croupier. He's too busy handling the
bets. The crooked twisting is usually
dune by a shill who poses as onc of
the players. He keeps one hand over
a hidden switch somewhere on the
side of the table. Never try to beat
a gambler. It’s his business to fleece
you. If he didn’t he’d lose his roll—
and his prestige among other gam-
blers. That's unthinkable. If you like
to play and don’t mind losing a few
dollars even when you know the
house isn’ giving vou an honest gam-
ble, that’s your business. But if you
need the money and can’t afford to
lose even a pa;t of it—;s"cay out.

Pve heard it said that man wouldn’t find
life worth living if he didn’t believe in
Immortality. What’s your notion?

The great KErnst Haeckel, in his
famous book, “The Wonders of Life,”
(p. 108, where I spotted what I want-
ed through the help of a well.placad
tab) pays his respect to that argu-
ment about needing faith in an after
life in order to endure this life, this
way:

“Convinced that there is no eternal
life awaiting him, he [man] will
strive all the more to hrighten his
life on earth and rationally improve
his condition in harmony with that
of his fellows”

Fxpressions like the above can’t be
found in the average book of quota-
tions because the editorg who compile
such works usually try to avoid con-
troversial subjects. They lean in the
direction of eonventional thinking,
and many times they are openly
biased in favor of outright orthodoxy.
For that reason I find it necessary to
use my system of “tabbing” quota-
tions as I read books, in order tn
have opinions of a more or less un-
popular nature to draw on when 1
need them in my editorial work. I’'m
glad to pass the idea on for others
to use, for I know it enables one to
read to a purpose and to identify im-
portant uttcrances go they may be
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called hack to life when needed, as in
the case above. This system, natural-
ly, is not to be confused with my
newsclip filing system, which I use
mainly for clippings from the daily
press. Many of my readers wonder
how I go about the mechanical chore
of gystematizing thinegs so that the
treagures of the world’s great think-
ers may be drawn on quickly when re-
quired. T’d beﬁlbost .;viﬂ.lg?ut those tabs.

I've often wanted to ask you whether
you have ever thought about, or made
any provision for, the perpetuation,
after you are gone, of the work you
have started—for a while at least,

A man can only do his job as well
as he knowg how, and then hope for
the best. My son and daughter are
quite as bright as their old man, and
cortainly botter edueated for their
age, considering one has graduated
from a good university and the other
(my son) is in the throes of pouring
formal learning into his excellent set
of brains. They already let me know,
in wayg stbtle and devious, that T've
long passed my prime and that my
ideas are beginning to show alarming
signs of being dated. But I don’t
take that to heart, for I’'m conceited
enough to consider myself able to hol.d
my own against even a palr of uni-
versity iitterbugs. T listen to their
raves about the geniug of Benny
Goodman and tell them. without the
trace of a blush, that Brahms, Bee-
thoven, Bach, and a couple of other
“has-beens” gtill sound tops to my
ancient ears. But this doesn’t shut
my eyes—which have just taken to
reading glagsses after almost 50 years
of reliance on the equipment given
to me by nature—to the fact that
when I’'m gone (which, given the
breaks, may not be for another 30 or
35 years) they and the progeny, if
any, they bring forth, will undoubted-
ly streamline what the old man
wroucht in crude, broad outlines.
Youth, as Ibsen showed in his great
drama, The Master Builder, ever
knocks at the door, but the aged ones
inside trv to resist answering ag long
as thev dare. Mv hands may be getting
readv to tremble. but the spirit in me
savs thev’re still able to hold their
tonle. and. if necessary. their weap-
ons. At that. it’s mv job to serve my
own generation. Tomorrow”s genera-

tions will serve themselves in their
own good ways. If I’ll be able to pass
on a few hints I'll know nothing
about it as my cremated ashes shake
arouhd in so&e f’gr-go"xfiben cigar-box.

Can you give me the various rates of
post?age charged in the U.S, 100 years
ago

My reliable, never-failing newsclip
filing system, under the folder mark-
ed “POSTAGE RATES,” contains
exactly what this reader wants, and
as it is a subject of general interest
I'm sure many other readers will be
attracted by this unusual pilece of
information. A hundred years ago
letters were charged according o the
distance they were to be carried,
which made the use of the mails an
expensive practice. The section which
mentions ‘“double letters,” “treble
letters,” ote., refers, of enurse, to let-
ters weighing more than ordinary let-
ters. Here’s the century-old schedule

of the U.S. Pogtoffice Department:

“On Letters—614 cents for any
distance not exceeding 30 miles; 10
cents, if over 30 and not exceeding
80 miles; 1214 cents, if aver 80 and
not exceeding 150 miles; 1834 cents,
if over 150 and not exceeding 400
miles; 25 cents, if over 400 miles.
Double letters.are chargad danhle,
treble letters, treble, and quadruple
letters, quadruple these rates. Post-
age on heavier packages in propor-
tion.

“On  Newspapers—Not carried
over 100 miles, or for any distance
within the state where they are
printed, one cent each. TIf carried
over 100 miles, and out of the state
where they are printed, one and a
half cents each.

“Poriodicale, Pamphlefs and Mag.
azines—Carried not over 100 miles,
one cent a sheet; carried over 100
miles, two cents a sheet. Those not
periodicals, 100 miles or less, 4
cents a sheet; over 100 miles, 6
cents a sheet,

“No deduction will be made on
postage on lettergs charged double,
treble, or quadruple, unless they are
opened in the presence of the post-
master, his assistant, or some one
belonging to the affice®

Needless to say, the mail order
business couldn’t get very far if it
had to operate under conditions like
those listed ab;zc‘)ve.

L
I belong to the Roman Catholic Church,
I have just becn invited by a priest to
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invest my savings in bonds issued by
the parish. I have talked to other
Catholics and they tell me they prefer
to give outright donations to the
Church rather than invest in the
Church’s bonds. The reason, they say,
is that Catholics are put in a difficult
gituation if the parish is compelled to
repudiate its bonds or if they have to
go into default. Please advise.

I advise you to hold on to your
savings. Put your money in the near-
est Postal Savings Bank. Many
Catholics are reluctant to buy the
bonds of the Catholic Church, as
you’ve already noticed. The reason is
that no Catholic is permitted to sue
the Church without the permission of
the ecclesiastical authorities., If the
bonds aren’t paid, and you and other
creditors sue, you can be excommuni-
cated, which means you will roast in
Hell for all time without any priest
ever putting in a good word for you
with Jehovah, who, needless to say,
never takeg a soul out of hig misery
unless requested by some authorized
agent. The Lord has worked out this
policy after many trials and errors,
and from what I can gather He in-
tends to stick to it from now on. Let
me tell you what happened to some
Catholic investors in Montreal, that
- center of Catholicism and Fascism. I
find in my newselip filing system a
clipping from a Montreal newspaper,
dated Fébruary 2, 1939, in which it’s
stated that “court action by five cred-
itors of the parish of St. Etienne
against the parish and Roman Cath-
olic Church authorities was adjourn-
ed until March 27 because the peli-
tioners feared complications arising
from a vatican excommunication de-
cree.” The same report goes on 10
gay that the creditors are suing the
parish, the archbishop-coadjutor of
Montreal and the Roman Catholic
Episcopal Corporation of Montreal
for $261,939, the balance of a loan
they contend was negotiated in the
name of the parich. T qunote:

“The excommunication decree, an-
nounced from Vatican City recent-
ly, was made because the petition-
¢rs took court action without the
expressed permission of Roman
Catholic authorities here.”

The situation is serious for the
creditors, for if they push their suit
for the money owing them, the Church
will excommunicate them. These five
dupes, when they appearcd in court,

actually heard their attorney an-
nounce in open court that thc case
should be adjourned on the ground
“nis clients had been placed in a deli-
cate position as professing Roman
Catholics by the decree.” The lawyer
then read a letter from an unidenti-
fied expert on canon law “who
said he was unable to appear as a
witness without receiving permission
from church authorities of the dio-
cese of Montreal.”? That’s the policy
of the Church, which means that in-
vestors who lend their money to the
Church can’t collect if the authorities
don’t see fit to pay, and if they sue
they can be excompmunicated.
L I

Is it a fact that thunder accompanies
all lightning except heat lightning?

Dr. Karl B. McEachron, high-volt-
age expert connected with the Gen-
eral Electric Company, Schenectady,
N.Y., in a lecture delivered at the
Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, Pa.,
denied there’s validity to the popular
notion that all lightning flashes, ex-
cept heat lightning, are accompanied
by claps of thunder. According to an
item in my newselip filing system,
Dr. McEachron gaid, “the absence of
thunder with heat lightning is well
known, but it is generally thought
that a distinet lightning stroke from
the skies to the earth always has a
peal of thunder with it. This is true
in most cases, but studies now show
that for ‘slow’ lightning there often
is no accompanying thunder.” He
explained that “slow” lightning is 2
discharge “which takes one or two
tenths of a second to bhuild up,
whereas the lightning producing
thunder takes only a few millionths
of a second to do its work.”

LR
What’s the difference between a biga-
mist and a digamist?

Bigamy, I’'m sure, you understand.
A digamist, insteading of having
more than one wife or husband at a
given time, is legally married a sec-
ond time.

' He e o

What did the Federal Government cola
lect in taxes during 1938 on cigarettes,
cigars, and other forms of tobacco?
During 1938, the U.S. Government
collected $491,301,164 in cigarette
taxes, an increase of nearly $4,000,000
over 1937, during which receipts were
$487,903,701. Chewing and smoking
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tobacco and snuff brought in $61,789,-
570, as against $60,816,830 in 1937.
Federal revenue from cigars declined
in 1938, according to a treasury re-
port in my newsclip filing system.
The collections in 1938 amounted to
$12,689,834; in 1937, $13,328,025.
LR SR

I read, in one of your articles, the
statement that The Rubaiyat of Omar
Khayyam expresses the philosophy of
Skepticism or Agnosticism. Can you
quote a few lines hringing ont this
slant?

There are many to choose from.
Here’s one that’s ag good as any:
And that inverted Bowl we call the Sky,
Where under crawling coop’d we live

and die,

Lift not your hands to It for help—
for It
As impotently moves as you or L
£ b
Pve heard it said that the late Charles
I, Steinmetz, the electrical wizard, was
a Freethinker. Is this true?

Yes. I've often quoted from Stein-
metz’s papers, letters and addresses
to prove his Agnosticism. The fol-
lowing words, from John Winthrop
Hammond’s biography, “Charles P.
Steinmetz,” leaves no doubt about the

great Inventor’s place among the
Freethinkers:
* .. No evidence or proof of the

existence of a God has been found
in the phenomena of nature, based
on experience.”
de e ok
If the earth were level, the water in the
world would cover all of it, naturally.
What I want to know is, how deep
would that hody of water be?
Two miles.
Bt %
What do the American people pay to be

fed?
In 1938, $11,000,000,000.
L I S

What is the value of the foodstuff
raised on U.S. farms in 1938?
About $9,000,000,000,
W e %
We often read how stars collide. Have
astronomers ever figured out what the
chances are for such a collision?

Sir James Jeans tells, on page 88,
“The Universe Around Us,” that
“caleulations show that any one star
may expect to move for something of
the order of a million million million
years before colliding with a second
star.” In the face of that estimate,
let’s go ahead with our jobg without
worrying about the possibility of our

getting blown into a gaseous state
through collision with some heavenly
wanderer. Sir Arthur S. Eddington,
in “The Nature of the Physical
World,” (page 176), says our earth
was formed as the result of our sun
being approached by a star, as fol-
lows:

“A star journeying through space
casually overtook the sun, net in-
deed colliding with it, but approach~
ing so close as to raise a great tidal
wave., DBy this disturbance jcts of
matter spurted out of the sun;
being carried round by their angu-
lar momentum they did not fall
back again but condensed into small
globes—the planets.”

To return to Jeans’s book, let me
quote another passage on this inter-
esting point (page 87):

“The unjverse consists in the main
not of stars but of desolate empti-
hess—inconceivably vast stretches
of desert space in which the pres-
ence of a star ig a rare and excep-
tional event. ... The stars move
blindly through space, and the play-
ers in the stellar blind-man’s-buff
are so few and far between that the
chance of encountering another star
is almost negligible.”

While I'm at it let me turn to an-
other reader’s question, which hag to
do with a parson’s positive assurance
to his pious hearers that they are
warmed by the sun because God will-
ed it so, for He knew man couldn’t
be comfortable on thig little globe if
He didn’t supply some .sort of a fur-
nace to take away the chill. Astron-
omers show that almost all of the
sun’s radiation is wasted, so the Lord
must be a poor plumber. Any good
journeyman in the plumbing trade
seeks to conserve as much heat as
possible so that it’ll be used for the
purpose intended. If the Great
Plumber in the skies really wanted to
warm our hides He could have done
it much more economically., Sir
Robert 8. Ball, in his “Nebular The-
ory,” Encyclopedia Britanniea, says,
on thig point, “the amount of the
sun’s heat has been estimated, but
we receive on the earth less than one
two-thousand-millionth part of the
whole radiation.” Another astrono-
mer, Richard A. Proctor, in his “Our
Place Among Infinities,” says “all
the planets together receive less than
230 millionth part; the rest is seem-
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ingly scattered uselessly through
interstellar depth.” That’'s bad en-
gineering, if you ask me. I suggest
He remodel the works and keep our
pippiks warm by piping just the
right quantity of heat to this planet
and save the rest from going to
waste. But, I doubt He’ll pay any at-
tention to “Hell-Demon’” Julius. (To
close on a constructive note, let me
say that the first two quotations used
above were rescued from hiding by
the use of my nifty little tabs. I use
these tabs, as explained before, in
order to conserve the gems I discov-
er while meandering through the
many books I've read in an active
lifetime spent with the world’s best
literature, Xf I wore as carcless
about such gems as Jehovah is about
his system of radiation I'd read a
million million facts and opinions
but have only one for use when ac-
tually needed. A simple thing like a
tab saves such awful waste. Why
can’t the Supreme Plumber do as
well?)
*

How much do American women spend
on lipsticks annually?

About $15,000,000, not
Joan Crawford.

L R

How many pianos did the American peo-
ple buy in 193827

About 10‘0,0’20.

including

o+
How much will the human skin stretch?
About 43 percent.
L R
Pleage give us more remarks on books
and authors, radio and the movies,

I try to cover these fields as well
as space permits. Now that I'm edit-
ing a twice-monthly news-letter, I
find more space available for the kin(
of reviews my readers prefer.

B e %

What is a Michigan Bank Roll? .

It’s a term, used in some gamblers’
cireles, to describe a fat roll that con-
sists only of $1 bills.

L A
The Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, in his mag-
azine, The Defender, says Lenin died
of syphilis, Is this true?

The Jayhawk Nazi” lies again.
Dr. George Klemperer, formey pro-
fessor of medicing, ~University of
Berlin, was called from Berlin to col-
laborate with other physicians in
freating Lenin during his last illness.

According to a report in my newsclip
filing system, Dr. Klemperer was
joined by Dr. Foerster, the famous
German neurologist, and several Rus-
sian medical men, when Lenin was ex-
amined in Moscow, in February, 1922.
“The possibility of venereal disease
was excluded,” writes Dr. Klemperer.
Lenin, according to this doctor, “had
had trouble in speaking (aphasia)
and paralysis of half of hig body
(hemiplegia) which had disappeared
quickly, but there was no doubt at
all that he had a hemorrhage of the
brain and that this obviously was
caused by a hardening of the ar-
teries.” Many weekg later, after fur-
ther examinations, Dr. XKlemperer
said he “could definitely prediet that
the hemorrhages would return and
might cause his death at any time.”
He was asked to make an offieial
statement to the Soviet of the State
Commigsaries, to which he wrote that
he diagnosed Lenin’s ailment ag “ar-
teriasclerotic  hemorrhage of the
brain” and added the prediction “that
the disease would probably cause his
death in a year and a half. It was 2
sad satisfaction for me that this
prognosis was correct. Considering
the course of this disease, there can
be no doubt that Lenin’s death was
caused by arteriosclerosis of the
brain, partly hereditary, partly in
consequence of his gigantic over-
straining. . "

o
ANSWERS TO UNASKED QUESTIONS

George Jacob Holyoake msaid a man
can give excellent advice even though
he prefers not to fellow his own sugges«
tions, as a finger-post may point the
right way though it never moves in that
direction. But, he adds, “he who is seen
to do himself what he counsels will al-
ways have more influence over men
than those who say one thing and do an-
other.” At that, most men prefer to
point the way rather than lead the way.

The world always looks with suspi-
cion on anyone who prefers to go
through life without being labeled. Peo-
ple everywhere insist on slogans and
signs. Men are judged like merchandise
—by the label. If a conservative seces
a label that mentions “liberal,” he
draws back, flushes and announces his
intention to take his trade elsewhere.

Recently I had the rare experience of
being mistaken for a government. A
man next to my place at the bar got
into a conversation and asked me where
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I came from. When I told him I was
from Girard, he commented: “Oh, that’s
the place where that guy Haldeman-Jul-
ius comes from. He’s the geezer who
originated the Five Year Plan.” I ex-
pressed astonishment, at the same time
refraining from revealing my identity.
“His Five Year Plan,” the stranger con-
tinued, “says you can live with your
wife anly five years, after which there
has to be a divorce. Do you happen to
know how many wives he’s had?” I re-
plied it was my impression he was still
living with the first woman he married,
some 25 years ago. He then started
more talk about the H-J Five Year Plan,
“Aren’t you confusing him with Soviet
Russia?” I asked. “Oh, nmo. The Roo-
shians invented the Second and Third
Five Year Plans.”

Don’t waste time on bad books, espe-
cially when so many good ones are
available.

Don’t expect even good books to think
for you. You must think for yourself.
Use good books as instruments to stimu-
late thought. That’s all one has a right
to expect from good books. Don’t treat
your brain like a sponge and have it do
nothing but absorb the riches from
other minds. Draw on good books, but
do it creatively, doing your own think-
ing as you go along.

The other day I heard a Methodist
preacher, from nearby Pittsburg, Kans,
deliver a luncheon club speech that was
crammed with Fascism. When it was
over everyone I heard comment on the
speech agreed the man was a “wonder-
ful orator.” No one took the trouble to
analyze the horrible things he had said,
and the awful lies he had repeated. The
fact that he could orate splendiferously
seemed sufficient. I can’t get enthusias-
tic about oratorical cleverness when 1
see it used to spread falsehoods and
sow the seeds of Fascism. Tell the truth
in simple speech and youw’re nobody in
particular, but tell lies magnificently
and you bécome an orator,

One of the biggest lies ever spread is
the one that speaks of man’s “fighting
instinct.” It’s a myth. Look at the
peoples of the world today—not a single
one of them hopes for the chance to go
to war. Even the German and Italian
peoples, after years of war propaganda.
insist they prefer peace. But the people
haven’t much to say about whether
they’re to live in peace or die in mew
wars. The dictators will decide for
them, and when they do they’ll say they
can’t hold the people back any longer,
that the people can’t overcome their
natural instincts.

The other day I pointed out a serious
inconsistency in Hitler’s ideology, and
an intellectual cockroach dismissed it
with the remark, which he credited to

Emerson, that consistency is the hob-
gohlin of little minds. T don’t mind the
man’s idiocy, for that’s his misfortune,
but he shouldn’t misquote. Emerson put
the thought this way: “A FOOLISH
consistency is the hobgoblin of little
minds.”

While eating in a restaurant and
thinking how I ought to be a little more
ingpirational in my writings (dispell-
ing gloom and pessimism, and all that)
I heard one waitress complain to an-
other: “If I had another toe I’d have an-
other corn, and if I had another foot
I’'d have another bunion.”

Jonathan Swift noticed that when the
world gets a really great genius you can
recognize him by this sign, that the
dunces are all in confederacy against
him,

I prefer not to shun bad company
merely because it’s bad. I've learned
many valuable things—including vigor-
ous ideas, humor and wit—from bad
people,

An empty purse can be filled, but an
empty mind is an everlasting calamity.

“I believe,” began the fool. Who cares .
a damn what he believes? He has spent
his adult life expressing opinions on
subjects he knows nothing about, with-
out ever trying to gain the knowledge
that cntitles onc to an opinion. That’s
what makes him the fool he is, I’'m re-
minded of Henry Thomas Buckle’s
passage: “Knowledge is not an imert
and passive principle which comes to us
whether we will or net; but it must be
sought before it can be won; it is the
product of great labour, and therefore
of great sacrifice. And it is absurd to
suppose people will incur the labour and
make the sacrifice for subjects respect-
ing which they are already perfectly
content. They who do not feel the dark-
ness will never look for the light. The
doubt must intervene before the inves-
tigation can begin.”

In the country of the blind the one-
eyed man is king, says the old saw.
There’s much truth to that observation.
The ignorant feel comfortable in their
ignorance because they see their errors
accepted as the truth by so many other
ignoramuses. Arthur Schopenhauer put
the thought this way: “He who can see
truly in the midst of general infatuation
is like a man whose watch keeps good
time, when all the clocks in the town
in which he lives are wrong. He alone
knows the right time: but what use lIs
that to him? For every one goes by the
clocks which speak false, not even ex-
cepting these who know that his watch
is the only one that is right.”

It’s been well said that the liar’s pun.
ishment is in his inability to believe
himgelf. I recall an oilman who started
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a rumor in a hotel occupied by scores
of wild-catters. He got word to them,
just to fool the outfit, that oil’s being
found in a certain section of Arkansas.
Within the hour half the men were
gone, Within the pext day or tweo all
were gone except the liar who had
started the yarn. When he saw he was
alone he thought the situation over
and decided he’d better join his fellow
oilmen in Arkansas lest he miss out
on a chance to strike oil. So he went
there.

Pon’t waste time worrying about
women’s cockeyed hats when the whole
world’s screwy,

Look carefully at any writer who in-
dulges in the vice of obscurity and youw’ll
always find him as shallow as toilet-
paper.

Tell a man he’s perfect and he doesn’t
even demur, because it always sounds
so obvious. Praise his alleged sense of
humor and his heart pounds faster.
But tell him he’s a good man and he
wants to start an argument,

When a bore utters a profound truth
he finds himself punished for his bore-
someness by getting no attention from
his hearers or being misunderstood.

I don’t mind seeing a man load him-
melf with wuseless attainments, but it
burns me up to see him try to make
them appear useful.

People afflicted with the vice of “good
tasie” always insist that the truth
should be used with the greatest cau-
tion.

It’s true money can’t buy true love,
but it often lands a pretty good imita-
tion.

When a woman subtracts a number of
vears from her age she never wastes
them. She tacks them onto the age of
some other woman.

No woman deliberately tries to make
a fool out of a man. She uges her gkill

to make him do the job for himself,

When a woman says she’s “broad-
minded” about another woman it usual-
ly means she’s getting ready to do what
the other woman did.

My paragraph on the fatuousness of
deliberately setting out to serve poster-
ity when one should be serving his own
generation has brought me several let-
ters from readers who think this an
unidealistic sentiment. Maybe it is.
Maybe I didn’t word it just mnight.
Abraham Lincoln discussed the same
idea, as follows: “Few can be induced
to labor exclusively for posterity; and
none will do it emthusiatically., Poster-
ity has done mnothing for wus; and
theorize on it as we may, practically
we shall do very little for it, unless
we are made to think that we are at

the same time doing soniething for our-
selves.,” Lincoln sounds hardboiled in
this opinion, but we know better, for he
never failed to remain true to his ideals
of democracy, freedom and justice. By
gerving his own generation he served
posterity, which, after all, is the ideal
way to further the interests of genera-
tions unborn. On another occasion Lin-
coln showed his love for freedom and
opposition to racial and religious perse-
cution, in these vigorous, lively words:
“Our progress in degeneracy appears_to
me to be pretty rapid. As a nation we be-
gan by declaring that ‘all' men are created
equal’ We now practically read it ‘All
men are created equal, except negroes.
When the Know-Nothings get control it
will read ‘All men are created equal,
except mnegroes, and foreigners and
Catholics’ When it comes to this, I
shall prefer emigrating to some country
where they make no pretense of loving
liberty, to Russia, for instance, where
despotism can be taken pure. and with-
out the base alloy of hypocrisy.” The
Know-Nothing Party, to which Lincoln
was referring, was the KKK. of his
day. It’s appeal was based on racial
and religious prejudices.

Ingersoll got off- a good one when he
said: “Religion has not civilized man,

man hag civilized relimion. God im-
proves as man advances.”
© Freethinkers don’t claim they’ve

solved the problems of life, “creation,”
and the like. There are many gaps in
their knowledge. But they refuse to
accept explanations from orthodox re-
ligionists just because such opinions
have become “sacred” after centuries
of echoing the same dogmas. They
don’t want to force Freethought on
anyone. All they ask is that the world
of ideas be free, thalt thought be per-
mitted to flow. Ingersoll commented on
this thought in such a way that he
threw light on the subject, thus: “When
a fact can be demonstraled, force is un-
necessary; when it cannot be demon-
strated, an appneal to force is infamous.
In the presence of the unknown, all
have an equal right to think?”

Most of us live our lives in fear. We
dread the light—even the truth, Let’s
listen to Ingersoll on this theme: “Fear
paralyzes the brain. Progress is born of
courage. Fear believes, courage doubts.
Fear falls upon the earth and prays,
courage stands erect, and thinks. Fear
retreats, courage advances. Fear is bar-
barism, courage is civilization, Fear be-
lieves in witcheraft, in devils and in
ghosts. Fear is religion, courage is
science,”

So many people 1 meet seem to take
for granted that there’s something wrong
about being a doubter. The skeptic ia
Tooked on as something of an outcast—
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not by the really intelligent, of course,
but by those who are still in the mental
chains of orthodoxy. Henry Thomas
Buckle, the great author of “The His-
tory of Civilization in England,” wrote
as follows in support of doubt: “Until
doubt began, progress was Impossible,
for the advance of civilization solely
depends upon the acquisritions made by
‘the human intellect, and on the extent
of their diffasion. But people who are
satisfied with their own knowledge will
never attempt tn increase it. Peonle
who are convinced of the accuracy of
their opinions will never take the pains
of examining the basis on which they
are built. They look with wonder, and
often with horror, on views contrary to
those they have inherited; and while
they are in this state of mind it is im-
poggihle that they should receive any
new truth which interferes with their
foregone conclusions.”

If we’re to have a good world, says
Bertrand Russcll, we must have knowl-
edge, kindliness, and courage. We must
cut the rones of the masgt and we must
free the mind of its fetters. The world
has been terrorized too long by so-call-
ed sacred words snoken long ago by
ionorant men.  Yes, there must be “a
fearless outlook and a free intelligence.”

For decades, until only a few years
aro. we men and women who live in
civilized countries took for granted that
our rather recent victory over the State
w28 to be a lasling one. We seemed
convinced that the principle had been
extablished that the State is made for
the individual. net the individual for the
State. But Fascism denjes this, and
now the figsht has to be waon all over
again. We insist that the State is to
bo a tnol, not a clnb with which to beat
dowy freemen,  Iitler and Mussolini—
their dark shadows reach far. But lov-
~v of freedom won’t give up the fight.
They have too much to lose.

Thera ars mental cancers that can bLie
enved without knife, x-ray or radium.
All one needs is the will to banish them.
Most ailments of the mind c¢an be cured,
if anly we can learn the simnle lesson
that wa have it within ourselves to will
onr wav to mental health. Not always,
of course, but almost always.

The hody can’t be well if it’s ruled
by a sick mind. The mind can’t be well
if it’s tied down to a sick body. Health
of mind and bodv—hoth pulling to-
gether-—make for a full and happy life.

Man did » wonderful thing when he
invented work. He did a horrible thing
when he introduced toil.

Don’t try to run away from reality.
Face the facts. They may be bitter and
disceuraging, but knowledge, in the end,
¢an overcome qne’s ordinary difficulties,

Stand up to dyour problems at least
half way. above all, mever shut
your eyes to the truth. Of all decep-
tions, beware most of gelf-decenfion.
You can fight back when someone tries
to deceive you, but you’re at a terrible
disadvantage when you kid yourself.
L

I enclose a clipping which tells how
Goebbels cracked down an stage come-
dians because of their jokes about the
Nazi regime. What does such humor
consist of? ’ '

Nazidom can’t even take a little
joke. Comedians in cabarets and
vaudeville who make wisecracks
about Nazism are either sent to con-
centration camps or expelled from
the Reich’s Culture Chamber, which
means the actors won’t, be able to fol-
low their profession in Germany any
longer. That means theyre cut off
from their bread and butter. It all
goeg to show the Nazis can’t luke it.
They’re experts at giving it. The
most famous comedian to be expelled
is Werner Finck, popular for many
vears in Berlin, where crowds would
jam any cabaret or theater he was
announced to appear in. Prior to his
axpulsion on February 3, 1939, he
served time in a concentration eamp
for smart sayings. Provaganda Min-
igtor Goebbels savs Nazidom “will not
he derided.” THere are a few of
Tinck’s quips:

He looks at his wrist watch, is
ibout to say something, halts sudden-
'y, remains silent a few seconds and
“hen remarks: “Well, T really was
roing to discuss out time—bhut I
ouess I had better not.” (That. be-
Tieve it or not, iz what eot him a
«tiff term in a concentration camm.}

He suddenly raises his vight hand
‘n what apvears to be a Nazi salute,
Hut the salute changes into a few
moves to adiust a pieture on the wall,
with the arm still un in +he air in the
manner anproved hv Hitler, ( This is
what oot him fired from the chamher.
which, as T said a while ago, ents him
awav from emvlovment anvwhere in
*he Reich.)

After hig retnrn from the comcen-
tration  ecamn he was oveeted by
vraater erowds than ever hefare. he-
~ance manv Rerliners admire the
man’s talent for lHeht eomedv and
minv his auins ahont the hiowies
af Nazidom. One reason for Goebhels?
action against Finck was hecuuse it
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soon became apparent that this ac-
tor’y appearances brought out hordes
of anti-Nazis, who took this mild
means of expressing their silent pro-
test against Hitlerism and applaud-
ed a wisecracker who managed to put
in a neat lick now and then, though
none of them were the least bit seri-
ous. The first evening he appeared
after his release from a concentra-
tion camp he said:

“You know, it’s funny. After I was
released I walked around the camp
and saw the walls, guards with their
guns and the heavy gates. Every-
body told me how hard it was to get
in. But shucks, all I did was to speak
one sentence.”

The United  Presg story from
Berlin contains a few other Dbest-
known jokes which annoyed the Nazi
leaders. Weiss Ferdl, a comedian, ac-
cording to this UP story, approached
an empty table and began disgorging
watches and jewelry from his pockets.
He turned to the audience with a
leering remark: “Ach, you were
asleep that night,” referring to the
anti-Jewish disorders.

Another joke was based on the
four-power meeting at Munich, in
September, 1938. The comedian,
representing Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain, of Great Britain, look-
ed appealingly at Hitler and said:
‘Can’t I have something to take back
home with me to London? To this,
Hitler replied: “All right, T'll give
you your umbrella back.”

It was comments like the above
that caused sell-outs wherever he was
billed. Now this comedian will
develop blisters while he toils with
a gang of “free workers” pour-
ing concrete for some new fortifica-
tions or helps grade a right of way
for a new military road in the direc-
tion of the Ukraine, a land that Hit-
ler frankly covets. But Hitler’s
troubleg aren’t over. He can suppress
Germany’s minor comedians, but the
greatest of all—Charlie Chaplin—
secms to have ceaged being allergic to
work, for my old, devout and saintly
friend, Rob Wagner, reports in his
sprightly magazine, Seript, that the
one and only Chaplin is really at
work on his new picture, “The Dic-
tator.”. Here’s what Mr. Wagner

writes about Hitler’s newest head-
ache:

“Yes, we have heard the story of
‘The Dictator,’ and you may rest
assured that while the satire on all
dictatorships is utterly devastating,
there ism’t a bitter note in it. Its
comedy, however, is so hilarious
that it will test the sense of humor
of all thaose living wvnder dictator-
ships. And don’t thiak they won’t
see it; the temptat'on to bootleg
the film will be too overwhelming
to resist. We are sure Benjamin
‘Mussolini will get a great laugh
(perhaps secretly) out of it. And
maybe Joe Stalin. We're not so
sure of Adolf. For while Charlie is
not staging his play in veritable
Germany and he is not saying his
little character is indeed Herr Hit-
ler, there is, of coursze, a certain
physical resemblanca, which we
must repeat again is Adolf’s cross.
Obviously it is not Charlie’s fault
if he is mistaken for Der Fuchrer.
Anyway, it looks to us as though
Herr Hitler is on the spot marked
X. Yes, the situatizn has all the
factors of superb Shakespearean

comedy.
*e ES e

What is the financial peosition of our
largest tobacco compeiics?

I have the data in my newseclip fil-
ing system but space permits me to
cover only the main points, as fol-
lows:

The American Tohacco Company,
in its latest financial report, showed
$21,000,000 cash, $137,000,000 in in-
ventories and only $32,000,000 cur-
rent debt; Liggett & Myers, $23,-
000,000 cash items, $134,000,000 in-
ventories, $17,000,000 current debt;
R. J. Reynolds, $3,500,600 cash, $138,-
000,000 inventories, $35,860,000 cur-
rent debt; P. Lorillard, $11,900,000
cash, $35,080,000 inventoricg, $2,000.«
000 current debt; Philip Morris, $2,- -
£00,000 cash, $21,000,063 inventories,
$13,000,600 current deb:.

Wages, in the tobacco industry,
especially in the manufacture of cig-
arettes, are  mnotoriously low, while
salaries and honuses o executives are
amazingly high. Dividends to stock-
holders are alsc fat and promising.

e 2 e
Avc parcnts one’s closcst rclatives?

That’s a common belief, but it isn’t
always true. Your parents are your
nearest relatives only if you have no
brothers or sisters. You are more
closely related to your brothers and
sisters than to your father or mother
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because a child and its father or
mother share only one-half common
blood, while brothers and sisters have
the same blooi enxgxi'rehszx;

How many adult smokers are there in
this country?

39,000,000, according to an esti-
mate made b{; th; togacco industry.

What causes dynamite to explode—igni-
tion or percussion?
Percussion.
g

Do the American people favor a set
limit on incomes? .

Fortune magazine conducted a sur-
vey on this question, asking represen-
tative citizens the following:

“Should incomes be limited?”

The replies:

Yes covvnvinnniinnn. e teraaens .. 209%
B L I |
Don’t Know .....ivvvvinnnnnnn,. 9.0

Factory labor, according to this
survey, was divided exactly 50-50,
which was the heaviest approval for
limits on income. It would be valu-
able to ask these same people if they
favor heavy income taxes on large in-
comes. I'm pretty sure the replies
would indicate overwhelming senti-
ment for having the government take
a large share of swollen incomes.
This would seem to mean that the
average person, while disapproving
of laws against large incomes, is in
favor of “sharing” in those immense
incomes through his government’s in-
come and inheritance taxes. This
showys the maspes aren’t given to
apostolic worship of the fortunate
few who enjoy prodigious incomes.
And this brings to mind an old story,
one that has absolutely nothing to do
with what I've just been writing. But
as I happened to think of it just as
I closed my argument, maybe my
readers will let me tell it. Those who
don’t care for such levity can skip
the rest of this piece and go on to
more sober reflections. As I recall
the tale, Maud (there’s a Maud in
every fancy house) told the Madam
she was ready to quit. “Why should
you want to quit, Maud?” the Madam
asked. “You're doing well, Maud, and
you're one of the best girls I’ve ever
had. Only the other night I saw you
go upstairs with 26 different men.”
To which Maud replied: “You can

say that again. I ean’t go on like
this. My feet hurt.”
L

Is it accurate to say that all of the
signers of the Declaration of Independ-
ence were of English stock?

The statement isn’t true. Eighteen
of the 56 men who gigned the Declara-
tion of Independence were of non-
IEnglish stock. In short, the Republic
started as a racial admixture and has
continued that way down to the
present. The history of our country
gives proof that people of all races
can cooperate for the igood of all
America’s greatness can’t be credited
to one racial group. The glory be-
longs to all who have fused their
creative, industrial, artistie, intellec-
tual, inventive, financial, commercial,
professional, scientific and cultural
talents and gifts. America is a gar-
den that sports the beauty of many
flowers. Il refuses Lo crush out vari-
ous flowers in order to establish uni-
formity. Beauty is achieved by the
display of many flowers. Social toler-
ance, progress, harmony and human-
ism bring bheauty, culture, wisdom
and humanitarianism to our people.
All races can make greal contlribu-
tions to civilization, if given sympa-
thy, friendliness and equal opportun-
ity. Racialism is soecial bigotry on a
vast scale. Americanism has grown
great through its many races. If
America were to adopt the ideology
of racism our decline would begin
immediately and the future would be
dark and menacing. This is the prop-
er time to qnote the true American-
ism expressed by a Jewish woman,
Emma Lazarus, Her lines are in-
scribed in bronze on the Statue of
Liberty:

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from

Iand to land;

Here at our . sea~washed, sunset gates
shall stand

A mighty woman with a torch, whose
flameo

Is the imprisoned lightning, and her
name :

Mother of Exiles, From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild
eyes command

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities

frame, .

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied
pomp!”® cries she

With silent lips. “Give me your tired,
your poor,
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Your huddled masses yearning to
reathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming
shore,

Send those, the homeless, tempest-tost
to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”

President Roosevelt, in his speech
delivered to celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of the Statue of Liberty,
caught the precise meaning of those
lines when he said:

“I like to think of the men and
women who, with the break of dawn
off Sandy Hook, have strained their
eyes to the West for -the first
glimpse of the New World.

“They came to us speaking many
tongugs—but a single language, the
universal language of human aspira-
tion.

“How well their hopes were justi-
fied is proved by the record of what
they achieved. They not only found
freedom in the New World, but by
their effort and devotion, they made
the New World’s freedom safer,
richer, more far-reaching, more
capable of growth,”

Let me close with the words of
Professor G. A. Borgese, the great
Italian scholar, who, when granted
the blessing of American citizenship
after being driven from his native
land by the Fascist gangsters, cx-
claimed: .

“This country has given me the
remarkable privilege of creating a
new life. It is a gift for which I
shall always feel gratitude.”

L I S

Is there any way of finding out how
many big game animals we have in the
8.2

The U.S. Bureau of Biological Sur-

vey, which made a survey in coopera-
tion with the Nationa] Park Service,
Forest Service, State game and con-
servation commissions, and other in-
formed sources, says there are more
than 5,000,000 big game animals loose
in this country. This ecensus, the first
of its kind in our history, was re-
ported in a bulletin issued on Jan-
vary 28, 1939, according to a piece in
my newsichp ﬁhng system. Deer come
first with more than 4,500,000, The
others follow in this order:

Elk, 165,000; antelope, 130,000;
black bear, 81,000; peccaries, 43,000;
bighorn  sheep, 17,000; moose,
13,000; buffalo, 4,100; grizzly bear,
1,100, and European wild boars, 700.

Strange as it may sound, much of

the big game animalg in the U.S.
are in Pennsylvania and Michigan,
instead of the Far West., The two
States.just mentioned have a total of
about 800,000 white-tailed deer, which
makes them the country’s leaders, so
far as this animal is concerned.
There are 450,000 black-tailed and
mule deer in California. The report
adds that deer, elk, antelope and
buffalo have been helped by protec-
tion. Antelope increased 500 percent
from 1924 to 1937. Once we believed
they were facing extinetion. Bighorn
sheep are losing out, dropping from
an estimated 22,000 22 years ago to
17,000 in 1938.
LR <

How many words do we say in a three-
minute telephone conversation?

A slow talker, 450 words; a medi-
um talker, about 550; a fast talker,
about 700. About 200 words a min-
ute, on the average.

LI
You take effective slams at phrenology
and graphology. T agree with you when
you brand both “systems” as bunk, But
what about Physicgnomy, the science of
reading character from the face?

Physiognomy is as bunky as Phren-
ology, People who pretend to read
characdter from the face either kid
themselves or kid others. I can’t im-
prove on what August A. Thomen
said about Physiognomv, in his book,
“Don’t Believe It,” as follows:

“In 1924 G. U. Cleeton and F. B.
Knight conducted a series of detail-
ed experiments to ascertain the
validity of this notion (Journal Ap-
plied Psychology, June, 1924). They
had uniform photographs made of
10 college s‘udents whose mental
capacities and abilities were defi-
nitely known. These photographs
were given to 376 persons who were
requested to arrange them in ac-
cordance with their estimates of the
subject’s intelligence. The conclu-
sions arrived at by Cleetin and
Knight were as follows: (1) The
persons making the selections could
have done just as well with their
eyes closed as open. (2) Any suc-
cessful selections were merely a
matter of Iuck because those who
did well on one set of 10 did poorly
on the next. (3) Women were no
more efficient than men. (4) Older
persons were no more efficient than
the young. (5) The more intelligent
showed no more ability than the less
intelligent. (6) There was a slight
tendency for bcih men and women
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to overestimate the intelligence of
women from their photographs. (7)
Vhen the pictures are not uniform
one’s ability in such estimates is
lessened. (8) In judging two pic-
tures, as in judging 10, one might as
woll close the eyes. (9) A group of
judges working together did no bet-

ter than a single judge. (10) One
professional ‘character reader and
vozational expert’ did mno better

than the average of the 376 persons

who arranged the picturass’”

In short, there are beautiful, ugly,
homely, attractive, bright, duli, pleas-
ing, disgusting faces. That’s about
all. You can’t tell from the way a
faca is put together whether its own-
er is honest or crooked, cruel or kind,
and 50 om, P

£ e e
How much mouney do we spend ¢n greet-
ing cards, and what pe cent of this
monzy pues fur Christmas cards?

Statistics issued by the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce show that
Aracricans spend approximately $66.~
000,000 for greeting cards annually,
of which 45 percent goes for Christ-
mas cards.

L2 2
Can vou verify the claim that a com-
mittee of the Founding Fathers wanted
the great seal of the United States to
include cmblems of foreign countries?

Yes, that’s true. The sketch, as
drawn by the committee, placed the
emblems of six Furopean countries
in ihe center of the great seal, sur-

First Sketch of the Great Seal of
the United States

rounded by the 13 original States. 1
had my attention first called to this
{according to a memo in my newselip

filing system) by Mr. Justice Felix
Frankfurter, then a professor of law
at Harvard, as follows:

“It deserves to be recalled that,
when the Continental Congress
chose John Adams, Franklin, and
Jefferson as a committee to devise
the national emblem, they recom-
mended a seal (see above) contain-
ing the national emblems of Eng-
land, Scotland, Ireland, France, Ger-
many, and Holland as representing
‘the countries from which these
States have been peopled’. ... The
very Constitution of the United
States was made, in the classic
language of the Supreme Court; ‘for
an undefined and expanding future,
and for a people gathered and to be
gathered from many nations and of
many tongues.’

“If one faith can be said to unite
a great people, surely the ideal that
holds us together beyond any other
is our belief in the moral worth of
the commen man, whatever his race
or religion. In this faith America
was founded, to this faith have her
poets and seers and statesmen and

the unknown millions, generation
after generation, devoted their
lives.”

The occasion of the above utter-
ance was when Mr., Justice Frank-
furter accepted, in May, 1938, the
award of the National Institute of
Immigrant Welfare, at which time he
expressed “passionate devotion to this
land that possesses millions of people
born like mys;lf gnde}' other skies.”

e

Can owls sce in broad daylight?

Thea Smithsonian Institution has
issued a bailetin by Arthur Cleveland
Bent, of Taunton, Mass., in which the
statement is made that ““}e owl has
developed the ability to see in the
dark through ages of night-hunting
for food, but in some instances owls
have shown themselves to have quite
keen vision in bright sunshine.” The
same writer says owls aren’t as wise
as popular belief holds them o he,
and that they are often stupid.

o e ¥
What’s your opinion of “The American
Way,”® the new broadwoy suceese by
George S. Kaufman and a collaborator?

I haven’t seen the production so T
can’t discuss it from direct observa-
tion. Walter Winchell praises it ex-
travagantly, but Heywood Broun
says:

“I was shocked to face a scene in
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‘The American Way’ in which a
young boy is told by his grandfather
and a benevolenl bauker not (0 gu
to a meeting in his home town, be-
cause it is sponsored by ‘outsiders’.

. At this point I marched up the
aisle in a dudgeon. . .. “fhe Amer-
ican Way’ is a play which uses the
voice of Franklin Roosevelt for
comic relief and takes Lindbergh as

the highest potential symbol of
American patriotism.”
L e B

I live in a town where we have to filter
the water, then boil it, and thea put
chemicals in it, What would you do in
a case like that?
I'd drink beer,
L3 L3

Some of the anti-Semitic literature I
read makes much of the alleged argu-
ment that President Roosevelt’s advisers
consist malnly of Jews, Please comment,

The charge is often repeated by
professional anti-Semites like Father
(of what?) Coughlin and the Rev.
Gerald B. Winrod, but the facts prove
them to be disseminators of false-
hoods. As Paul Mallon, in his syn-
dicated column, says, American Jews,
like other religious sects, are divided
between conservatism and liberalism,
Republicans and Democrats, and so
on. “Apparently,” he writes, *it is a
thoughtless revival of the stupid ab-
surdity that people of any certain re-
ligion are of the same goodnegs or
rascality—and the same polities.” In
order to find out who the President’s
ever-changing list of advisers now
are, and their religious affiliations, a
survey has been made with the fol-
lowing results:

There are 19 men now ncarcst
the presidential ear: Corcoran,
Cohen, Ickes, Hopkins, Bullitt,
Eccles, Welles, Jesse Jones, Mc-
Ninch, Steve Early, Judgc Rosen-
man, Bill Douglas, Morgenthau,
Hanes, Frederick Delano, young Tom
Edison, Admiral Leahy, Louis John-
son and Marvin MaclIntyre.

Among them are: One Catholic,
three Jews, seven Protestants (sub-
divided as two Episcopalians, two
Methodists; two Presbyterians, one
Baptist), one Mormon and seven
whose denomifations are not suf-
ficiently distinct to appear in Who's
W.

ho.
e e p
It’s obvious that Father Coughlin is
spending immense sums of money in or-
der to carry on his pro-Fascist and
anti-Semitic - propaganda, His radio
broadcasts alone must cost thousands
of dollars weekly. His magazine, which

I understand has a circulation of more
than 1,000,000 copies weekly, costs addi-
tional thousands of dollars. He also dis-
tributes carloads of free books and
pamphlets. Where does all the money
come from? Who’s putting up the cash?

HENRY FORD.
2 % &

Can you explain why millet is such a
popular grain with roving peopies?

Because it matures quickly.

% e e

TIs there anything to the squawk one
hears regularly from businessmen and
bankers to the effect that the govern-
ment should get out of business? Is
our government making it hard for ex-
ecutives to run their establishments?

During recent months I've given
considerable space to the various
complaints of business against the
New Deal, as an examination of the
indexes of my volumes of questions
and answers will show. I've demon-
strated that the yells about taxes are
insincere, because the official figures
show that we pay far less money in
taxes than do the business interests
of France and England, with still
higher levies in the Brutalitarian
countries. As for the national debt,
I proved by actual figures that in

| proportion to population we could in-

creagse our debt from about $40,000,-
000,000 to $100,000,000,000 and etill
have a smaller national debt than
England or I'rance. The third argu-
ment is met everywhere, especially in
newspapers and the radio.. Business
leaders or their spokesmen bewail
governmental interference with busi-
ness. The fact of the matter is that
our government hardly touches busi-
ness. Outside of a few blanks, which
can be filled in a few minutes, the
average business establishment doesn’t
know that the government exists.
These howlers should take a look at
the lot of a businessman in Germany
before they start shedding tears about
their sad condition in free America.
The various industries in Hitlerland
have heen literally flonded with hun-
dreds of thousands of decrees regulat-
ing every conceivable aspect of busi-
ness. Business executives are even
instructed when they have Lhe right
to whip apprentices. A single copy
of a German magazine devoted to
textile affairs carried a list of new
decrees which the businessmen must
obey. Let American businessmen look
them over carefully—just a section
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of them—and then have the gall to
squawk about the U.S. The official
ordinances announced by the Nazis
must be obeyed or one is open to
heavy fines, jail sentences, or having
one’s establishment closed. One of
Hitler’s hoodlums has the final say
about these matters. Such cases are
never taken into court. Here are just
a few of the regulations announced
in a single issue of the magazine re-
ferred to above:

“Hal stures and department stores
attention: Felt hats of any kind are
not allowed for display earlier than
June 5. In exceptional cases two or
three felt hats may be displayed
with a greater number of straw hats,
In the same way, promotion of felt
hats by advertising, etc., is net al-
lowed Dbefore that date.

“No Brown Shirt uniforms are al-
lowed to be fitted with zippers of
any kind. Even if a customer orders
a zipper on a custom-madc uniform
it must be refused by the tailor or
merchant.

“Apparel stores are not allowed
to offer to press, free of charge, a
suit bought in the store.

“The leather gloves industry in the
Sudetenland is not allowed to preo-
duce more than 2,750,000 pairs of
gloves in the year 1939,

“The manufacturers of laundry
bags, collar bags, tie boxes, etc., are
forbidden to use leather of any kind
for the production” of these goods.
Fish skin may be used.

“The following six firms (the
firmg are listed) are entitled to
manufacture the sheath knives used
by the uniformed party units. Re-
tailers holding permission for the
retail sale of such knives must buy
them from one of these state-li-
censed firms,

“A retailer who is a master ap-
proved by the guild is entitled to
beat his apprentices if this is a
purely educational measure and not
a punishment. The apprentice is not
entitled in such case to leave his

job.

“It is forbidden to install, to open
or to enlarge mail order houses or
mills producting cravat fabrics.

“Price-fixing laws for the Ostmark
(Austria): Retailers trading in tex-
tile goods are ordered to respect
the following mark-ups and maxi-
mum prices. (There follows a list
of more than 350 articles.)

“These mark-ups are allowed only
if the retailer buys directly from
the manufacturer. If he buys from
jobbers the mark-up must be one-
fifth less,

“The jobbers’ mark-ups are valid
only for such jobbers holding the
merchandise in stock. Other jobbers,
acting merely as agents, must gell
the goods at purchase price.”

How’d you like to run a business in
Germany instead of the U.S.? What
a question! And don’t forget that
the regulations printed above are only
a fraction of Lhe immense number of
decrees issued for the textile industry
alone. If you think these decrees don’t
mean anything then you should look
at some of the penalties imposed on
those who break them. The Stoehr
Kammgarn Spinnerei, one of the most
important worsted milly in Naziland,
wag fined almost 2,000,000 marks for
violating the regulation dealing with
prices. Our businessmen are lucky to
be able to run their places in a coun-
try like the U.S. If they had any real
gratitude they’d cut out their eternal
bellyaching.

L
What is your opinion of Alfred Lawson
and his theory of economics?

No realistic-minded person gives
serious attention to Alfred Lawson -
and his Direct Credit Society. Lawson
is just another crackpot who hag the
knack of reeling off $4 words. High-
sounding lingo serves in lieu of sound
thinking. I certainly don’t intend to
waste time and space refuting Law-
son’s economic notions, any more than
I’'d dream of taking time to tell my
rea_ders the reasons for rejecting the
belief-—still held by millions of peo-
ple—that the earth’s flat. Lawson’s
followers look on him as God-sent, a
Moses wha is to teacrh the people
true economics and lead them into
Utopia. He's greater and wiser than

tDarwin, Aristotle, Newton, Einstein,

Bacon, Huxley and Donald Duck roll-
ed into one. Think of a “leader” who
has the monumental impudence to talk
about himself as did Lawson in the
following:

“] never make forecasts that do
not come true. In comparison to
Lawgon’s Law of Penetrability and
Zig-zag-and-swirl - movement, New-
fon’s Law of Gravity or Einstein’s
theory of relativity are but primer
leggsons, and the lessons of Copern-
icus and Galileo are but infinitesi-
mal grains of knowledge, My thirst
for Truth and to know the Cause
of Everything has developed an in-
tellect capable of solving any human
problem. A Pledge: I promise you
before God, whom I must soon face
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and make an accounting to, that T
will never betray you. My duty ig
to God and not to the financiers.”
Pardon me, but I pre_fqr to remain
lost in the mire of ske}lg:lclsm
‘0 -
How much money is Hitler spending on
foreign propaganda?
One estimate puts the sum at
$80,000,000 per year.
L

Is it a fact that a disproportionate nums
ber of Jews are eriminals?

Oswald Garrison Villard, in The
Neation, April 22, 1939, calls attention
to the fact that “durmg the years
from 1920 to 1929 Jews furnished
only a little over half of their nu-
merical quota to the population of
onr State and Federal prizons” Mr.
Villard then goes on to tell a pleas-
ant story about what happened when
a Jewish boy was convicted in Albu-
yuerque, New Mexico, in October,
1937, on a charge of forgery. “The
Judge, a Gentile,” says Mr. Villard,
“suspended the sentence because ‘there
is not a Jew in New Mexico prisons
and I dislike to spoil that record of
a law-abiding element of our eciti-
zcna) ? Mr. Villard then takes up an-
other point which several readers
have asked about in recent months.
He shows how unfair it is to accuse
the Jews of being devoid of patriotic
impulses, Mr, Villard, after examin-
ing the records, found that “40,000
of the 225,000 Jews who were in the
army during the World War were
volupteers; that 225,000 Jews formed
5 percent of the army, although Jews
constituted at that time only 3 per-
cent of the population.”

f o %

What do vou think about Boake Carfer’s
idea, and also Father Coughlin’s, that
President Roosevelt is dehberately fo-
menting war in order to get a third
term, and that all the war hysteria is in
the U.S., and little of it in Europe? 1
cannot see Roosevelt in that role, as it
seems to me he is doing more than any
other statesman to prevent, rather than
foment war. Can you throw any light?

I read the Boake Carter piece and
it made me boil. He went even
stronger than my reader says above,
for he actually had the rottenness to
suggest that Roosevelt is even pro-
voking trouble in Europe in order to
have a nice new World War send him
to the White House for a third term.
In short, our President would delib-
erately create a situation in whish

something like 10,000,000 men would
be killed, 20,000,000 wounded, and
hundreds of billiong of dollars worth
of property destroyed—all in order
to get another four years of the pres-
idency. That, I insist, is a new low
in journalism, a profession that can
go pretty low when it has a mind to.
This samc pen progtitutc and intel-
lectual pimp rarely misses a chance
to say a good word for Japanese
militarism and Hitleristic imperial-
ism, He’s the most contemptible
sewer-rat ever to make his home in
the “sacred” ‘Exgmp}x? of journalism.

Please let me know if the National Pro-
tective Insurance Co., of Kansas City,
Mo., is any good. I hold one of its
health policies.

I made personal inquiries about this
company when I last visited George
M. Husser, manager, Kansas City
Better Business Bureau, and he told
me he had investigated the concern
and had fournc’ix; it é:eliajble.

How does one prepare a “Hitler her-
ring”?

According to a sign in a delicates-
sen store, you take a Bismarek her-
ring, cut out the brains, remove the
backbone and open the mouth.

L S

How about a cumulative index for your
16 volumes of questions and answers?

I’ve been thinking of such a project
and beheve it would be better to wait
until I issue my 20th volume. I figure
it'll take about 128 pages to cover
such a cumulative index. Meanwhile,
readers will have to thumh through
each volume’s 1nd1¥1dual index.

ﬂ

Can you give me the ancestry, occupa-

tlo?n and religion of each State govern-
or

“We Americans,” a handbook on
the varied origins of our democracy,
contains a table which answers the
above questions, The information -
was compiled from answers to a
questionnaire, five of the governors
(Lowa, Montana New Hampshire,
Oklahoma and Tennessee) failing to
reply. - The compilation shows that
Protestant lawyers of British, Scot-
tish and Irish ancestry have a nearlv
three to one chance to become gov-
ernors. There are two Jews, two
Catholics, and (Kans.) a half-Jew.
Two. governors (N.D, and Wis.) are
immigrants, The survey also shows
that there are 11 ethnie strains,
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either mixed or unmixed, in the 43
governors who replied, as follows:
English, Scots, Irish, Welsh, German,
French, Jewish, Scandinavian, Dutch,
Czech and Spanish., British Isles
blood strains dominate. Religious
connections show: Protestants, 29;
Catholics, 2; Jews, 2: Unitarian, 1;
Latter Day Saint, 1, and two pcrsons
without any religious econnections.
Their occupationg: lawyers, 23;
farmers, 4; millers, 3; manufactur-
ers, publishers and engineers, 2 each;

the sturdy, little Republic was “the di-
rect result of the wuncertainty of the
Soviet Union’s intentions in the crisis.”
Please comment,

I've seen and heard the same
charge. It’s completelyy false. The
USSR was ready, and anxious, to go.
the limit. ¥duard Benes, former
president of Czcchoslovakia, ought to
know the truth, and it's from Dr.
Beneg that Erika Mann got the facts,
which were printed in The Chicago
Daily News, April 18, 1939. Because

and one each of the following:|the subject is of such great import-
pharmacist, banker, rancher and|ance I feel justified in reprinting the
orchardist-nurseryman. The table:

Governor State Ancestry Occupation Faith
Frank M. Dixon Ala, Eng.-Ger. Lawyer Bapt,
Robert T. Jones Ariz, Eng.-Fr. Engineer Pres.
Carl E. Bailey Ark. Eng.-Sco. Lawyer Chr.
Culbert L. Olson Calif. Danish Lawyer No data
Ralph L. Carr Colo. Sco.-Eng.-Ir. Lawyer Chr. Seci.
Raymond E. Baldwin Conn. English Lawyer Ebis.
Richard C. McMullen Del. Ir.-Eng, 2. Meth, Epi
Frederick P. Cone Fla, Sco.-Eng. No data Bapt.
Eurith D. Rivers Ga, Eng.-Fr. Lawyer Bapt.

C. A. Bottolfsen Id. Norwegian Edit.-Pub. No affil.
Henry Horner 1. Bavarian Lawyer Jew
Maurice C. Townsend Ind. Eng.-Ger. Farmer Meth.
Payne H. Ratner Kan.: Ir.-Jew Lawyer Chr.
Albert B. Chandler Ky. English Lawyer Epis.
Richard W. Leche La. Fr.-Sp.-Ger, Lawyer No affil,
Lewis O. Barrows Me. English Pharmacist Cong.
Herbert R. O’Connor Md. Irish Lawyer Cath,
Leverett Saltonstall Masgs.’ English Lawyer Unit.
Frank D. Fitzgerald Mich, Sco.-Ir. Farmer Cong.
Harold E. Stassen Minn, Ger.-Scan.-Cz Lawyer Bapt.
Hugh L. White Miss, Irish Lumberman Pres.
Lloyd C. Stark Mo. Sco.-Ir. Nurseryman-Or. Epis,
Robert L. Cochran Neb. Scots Civil Engineer  Epis,
Edward P. Carville Nev. Ir.-Eng. Lawyer Cath,
Arthur H. Moore N.J. Sco.-Ir. Lawyer Dut. Ref.
John E. Miles N.M. Ir.-Sco.-Wel,  Farmer No data
Herbert H. Lehman N.Y. German Banker Jew
Clyde R. Hoey N.C. Irish Lawyer Meth.
John Moses N.D. Norwegian Lawyer Luth.
John W. Bricker Ohio Ger.-Sco.-Eng. Lawyer Chr.
Charles A, Sprague Ore, Eng.-Sco.-Ir, KEditor Pres,
Arthur H, James Pa. Welsh Lawyer No data
William H. Vanderbilt R.IL Dutch No data Prot.Epis,
Burnet R. Maybank S.C. Eng..-Sco.-Ir, No data Epis.
Harland J. Bushfield S.D. Scots Prior Lawyer Pres.
Wilber L. O’Daniel Tex. Irish Miller -Chr.
Henry H. Bleod Utah English Miller Lat. Day
George D. Aiken Vi. Scots Farmer Prot.
James H. Price Va. Scots-Ir. Lawyer Pres,
Clarence D, Martin ‘Wash, Scots. Miller Meth,
Hotner A. Holt W. Va. Eng.-Sco.-Ir. Lawyer Pres.
Julius P. Heil Wis. German Mfg. Prot.
Nels H. Smith Wyo Scandinavian Rancher Luth.

L S

1 have read in several places the charge
that the Soviet Union must take its
gshare of blame for the sell-out that
ruined Czechoslovakia because “it faile_d
to make clear that it would go the limit
in halting Hitler.” Munich’s betrayal of

interview with Dr. Benes in full, as

follows:

Virtually everyone in my Ameri-
can audiences has been asking me
whether or not Russia would be a
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possible ally for the democracies,
both from a military standpoint and
from the standpoint of her internal
solidity.

People are asking whether Rus-
sian reluctance to join the British
stop-Hitler bloc means Russija is
not interested in European develop-
ments or is unwilling or unable to
participate. They recognize thal the
situation of France and England will
be affected by what Russia does.

Reports that Colonel Lindbergh
had bcelittled the Russian air power
have made a forcible impression.
No other witness has been heard
who was, like Lindbergh, in a posi-
tion to know,

Therefore 1 asked Dr. Eduard
Benes, who among all European
statestmen was in closest contact
with Russia during the Buropeau
crisis of last September. I learned
that Dr. Benes had ascertained,
through a Czechoslovakian military
commigsion, that Russia was excel-
lently prepared. 1 learned also that
Russia was willing to come to
Czechoslovakia’s aid whether France
did so or net.

I asked Dr. Benes what Russia’s
position was last September.

Dr. Benes said: “Russia was
faithful to the very last moment;
I knew that. Shortly before the
Munich conference I sent a military
commission to Russia; it came back
with the best rcports as to all as-
pects of ‘Russia’s morale and mili-
tary preparedness. The reports as
to air, sea, and land forces wei~
completely satisfactory.”

Dr. Benes said he was assured by
Russia that it would have sent mil-
itary assistance even though France
and England failed to do wo.

This statement at this moment,
coming from this source seems to
me of the highest importance, since
it contains news which is not only
significant for the past, but at least
equally significant for the present
and future.

As for the past, it is more than
understandable that Dr. Benes
doesn’t want to discuss today the
 reasons for his ittitude during the
crisis. Tt is generally known, how-
ever, that the ambassadors of Eng-
land and France not only declined
to nromise help in case of hostilities,
but even indicated, in thc namec of
their governments, that these gov-
ernments, as in the case of Spain,
might actually help the aggressor
in the guise of “non-intervention.”
In faet, T was told in Praha a few
days after Munich, by persons be-
longing to the government, that they
"feared that Cygechoslovakia, had she

offered resistance with Russia’s aid

alone, might have become a second

Spain,

Russia’s foreign policy has been
consistent in two respects: first, it
has always stood for peace; secondly,
it has always stood ready to help
block the aggressors. No amount of
TFascist lying can erase these obvious
truths. I call particular attention to
Dr. Benes’ sentence in which he says
—-and he certainly was in a position
to get the truth—that Russia assured
him it would send “military assis-
tance even though France and Eng-
land failed to do so.” The facts in-
dicate beyond debate that the blame
for Munich rests with France and

England. The Soviet Union’s record
is clean.
LS S

Is there anything to the rumor that
Heywood Broun has joined the Catholic
Church?

It looks as though the report is
straight stuff, Two of my paid spies
—one in N.Y.C. and the other near
Broun’s home in Connecticut-—say it’s
s0, and they’ve never failed me yet.
They agree that Broun has been going
to mass and getting the right dope
about heaven direct from God’s own
agents. Once he took a batch of his
political articles to confession and
asked the priest if they were strictly
kosher. The priest said he'd read
them in the newspapers and couldn’t
see anything in them that was at
variance with the One and Only
Church. Broun—America’s greatest
intellectual jitterbng——ought to last
about two years in the Catholic
Church. That’s about his record. He
was in the Socialist Party that long.
He was a fellow-lraveler with the
Communists for about that much time.
And now he’s ripe for two years of
the Catholic hokum. I predict he’ll
leave the Roman outfit early in 1941,
when he’ll join up with the Christian
Scientists, though I'm surprised he
didn’t sandwich the Eddy outfit into
his schedule before becoming a Cath-
olic convert. After he leaves the
Eddyites he’ll join a society devoted
to “psychical reseavch.” Then he'll
become an out-and-c'.t Atheist. After
that he’ll head for the last round-up
.:md become a Spiritualist. He'll die
in the faith that when he reaches the
other shore he’ll send messages (at
gpace rates) back to the syndicate
that's been selling his daily piecer.
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Only the Spiritualists ean guarantee
him the power to continue pounding
out daily articles for the folks back

home.
L

In his speech answering Roosevelt’s
peace telegram, Hitler said (April 28,
1939) that “at Versailles the German
delegates were stoncd, they were drag-
ged to the conference room and forced
to sign at the pistol’s point.” Please
comment, .

This ig pure bunk. No violence was
used against the German delegates to
the conference. They weren’t drag-
ged to the meeting. They rode there
in perfectly good motor cars. They
certainly weren’t stoned, When Hit-
ler said these things he was making
up his own history, a common deviee
of the demagogue.

LR S

Do you believe professional baseball is
honest?

Absolutely. It’s clean right down
the line. Of course, 20 years ago,
baseball suffered a black eye when
the Chicago Sox pulled their dirty
stuff, but that mess was mopped up
promptly and everything’s been on
the square ever since. One shorl-lived
geandal in a century of baseball—
that isn’t at all bad. Today, baseball’s
reputation is spotless. Baseball is
one of our greatest institutions. It
would be unspeakably tragic if this
fine sport were to fall to the levels of
wrestling, prize fighting and horse
racing. 1 recall an argument with a
fellow who insisted that dog racing
was honest because you couldn’t tell
the dogs what to do. Poor, naive suck-
er. - Dog races are crooked from be-
ginning to end. Once I attended a list
of greyhound races ncar Joplin, Mo,
and “was given a chance to see one
phase of the rotten racket right out in
the open. I was chatting with the own-
er of a dozen or more dogs, out where
the dogs were kept. A caretaker ap-
vroached the owner (who was his
boss) ond quietly announced: “So-
and-So, the black dog, is to run in the
next race. Which of the black dogs
will it be this time?” The owner
pointed to a certain black individual
and ordered him to be entered as a
much-advertised (and heavily betted
on) doe. -With five black dogs to
choose from, the owner wag able to
put cne out that would fit into the
hetting that had been planned. Who
hut insiders could pick out So-and-So

among five black dogs? But to return
to baseball, another thing I like about
this sport is the way it adjusts itself
to the purses of the masses. Com-
pared to horse racing and prize fight-
ing, baseball is a big bargain. A
fight, with its $10 and $20 tickets, is
a clip racket if ever there was one.
And look what kind of fights they’'ve
been puftting Joe Louis in the past
couple of years-——pushovers. Wrestl-
ing hag ceased heing a sport and has
become a brazenly open fake. But
the pu'bl'_ic can see great teamg play
our National sport at 50c or $1—a
real bargain. And the show is always
clean, honest sport. However, let me
confess my admiration and respect
for baseball is purely platonic and
vicarious. I rarely see a game, I never
read about one, hate to hear the
scores announced on the radio, and
cons%drer play-by-play broadecasts the
stupidest of all dumb programs, of
which there are many. It never
bothers me in the least when I'm
compelled "to confess T don’t know
which team is in the lead at some
critical moment in a world series.
Rut T know if T were to permit my-
self to become a fan I’'d pick out
baseball as the bist ; the country.

I have heard it said, and I’ve seen the
statement in print, that we should shut

‘our doors to all refugees from Europe

b.ecause of our own bad economic situa-
tion, Please comment.

Some months ago I showed by ac-
tual statistics that a body of German
refugcees, admitted into England only
a few years ago, soon rehabilitated
themselves, became self-supporting
and then, to the astonishment of by-
standers, actually established fac-
tories and other enterprises that gave
p_ro,ﬁtabl-e .employment to 25,000 Eng-
lishmen. Thus, they helped the gov-
ernment by taking 25,000 men and
women off the dole, helped the public
treasury by turning in large sums
in income and other taxes, hiked
England’s volume of domestic and
foreign trade, and in other ways
d‘om?ns‘trated their - ingenuity, pro-
ductiveness and all-round usefulness.
T could cite similar cases in the U.S.,,
for T have the data in my newsclip
filine svstem, which, like calomel,
hasn’t failed me yet. Let me quote
the opinion of Dorothy Canfield.

. novelist and distinguislied citizen of
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New England, who discusseg refugees
as possible assets to our country, as
follows:

“If we show the most ordinary
good sense, we can reap a rich har-
vest which Europe has sown and
cultivated. Refugees are not taking
jobs away from our own people. I
can cite factual information about
the kind of people the great major-
ity of the refugees are, and what—
already—they are doing for our in-
industrialized country, by their
highly trained specialized skill and
knowledge of advanced processes of
manufacturing and business and
opening up of new possibilities in
the use of our vast national re-
sources.”

Migs Canfield then giveg an illus-
trativn Lo shuow how a single refugee
helped put new life into an Indiana
community, The German, a certain
Mr. Busch, had heen oparating his
factory in Germany. Let’s call it a
box factory. He was doing well, but
after the Nazis came into power it
was discovered by the authorities that
two of his grandparents had been
Jewish by blood. As this was a crime
against humanity, he wag stripped of
his possessions, his factory was con-
fiscated, until finally he was compell-
ed to leave with his family, their
possessions only a little clothing and
a few dollars. The penniless family
settled down in New York City for
a few months, depending on a few
dollars each week from the hard-
pressed refugee committee organized
to help such exiles. Soon the mother
was scrubbing floors. A daughter was
earning a little money in some sort
of a business, while the father got
employment. on the night shift of a
printing establishment. But Mr.
Busch’s sister, in a small city in In-
diana, wag on the look-out for her
brother and his family. She knew
that even though he was penniless,
he had in his head ideas that could
he usefnl to our ecountry. He had
been decorated with medals because
of inventions he had made in the box
factory he had developed and built
up in Germany. She made inquiries
and discovered an abandoned factory,
in the neighborhood of which were
scores of unemployed, discouraged
workers. With the help of the Cham-
ber of Commerce she got her brother
and hig family to join her. She took

care of them while he went about the
slow, arduous task of transforming
the abandoned plant into a box fac-
tory capable of turning out goods up
to his superior specifications. Before
long, the business was going full tilt,
the factory was alive with activity,
the neighboring unemployed were
now drawing good wages, the county
way getting taxes, the Federal Gov-
ernment wag recelving income taxes,
and in a hundred other ways the dis-
possessed Mr. Busch was back in ac-
tion again. That’s what a single Ger-
man refugee did for an Indiana com-
munity. That could be multiplied
thousands of times if we were to take
advantage of the Nazi mania for per-
secuting gifted, creative, constructive,
useful people. There’s a lesson here.
We should reach out and rescue these
embers, for they can be used to light
the fires of American j;dustry.

“I have the announcement of your
newsclip filing system and think I have
a better and more elastic one. Anyway,
yours is a dandy for amateurs. I file
my clippings in regular letter-sized
folders, numbered 1 to 50. I use a vowel
index to index my eclippings. I put a
red or blue number on my clippings to
correspond to my folder number, and
ﬁleY once a month.”—G. Fred Orphal,
N.Y.

c L O

Editor: 1 have a bone to pick with
you.

Have you or have you not read “Life
Insurance: Investing in Disaster,” by
Mort and E. A. Gilbert? Judging from
the neglect of this important subject in
The Freeman, it seems that you have
not. Anyway, you owe it to your readers
to expose this gigantic racket, and f'or
two reasons—to save them substantial
sums of monics, and to warn them
against supporting “investment institu-
tions engaged primarily in banking
operations.” It is common knowledge
that the Metropolitan Life Insurance
Co. is the largest financial institution in
the world. And it got that way by milk-
ing the public, who, in their blind faith
believe that life insurance as handed
out by such private companies is the
best protection against death and the
soundest depositary for savings. But
progresgive-minded individuals, when
they learn the cold facts, will think
hard before risking their money and
aiding in the concentration of wealth
and vast power in the hands of a few.

In the columns of The Freeman you
have served your readers well with re-
ports on such items -as coffee, razor
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blades, combination pens and pencils,
ete. But not on life insurance—though
various reports have contained splendid
articles on the subject.

Why not? Is not the truth about life
insurance as important as the truth
about laxative bromo quinine tablets,
dated coffee, or about fish being a brain
food? Surely that cannet be. Not a
matter involving $110,000,000,000,

1 have been reading The Freeman for
more than a year now and remember
nothing of significance therein on life
insurance. IPve looked through your
volumes of *“Questions and Answers”
but have been poorly rewarded. In one
place, if I remember correctly, you
straddled the issue by expressing your
personal notion that you had mnothing
much against the ordinary type of in-
surance policies but that the U.S, Postal
Savings Bank is the best place of all
for one’s savings. Of course. But had
you followed up that suggestion as to
savings with the advice to try to get
renewable term Insurance, you would
have completed a perfect answer—the
most perfect answer yet possible.

In the 13th volume of “Questions and
Answers” you wrote: “It is well to re-
member that there’s no such thing as a
cheap policy, even against death alone.”
Of course I don’t know whai you meant
by “cheap”—but the International Work-
ers Order has been issulng low-cost in-
surance for the past nine years, with
ratcs based on the Fraternal Congress
Table, calling for a lower and truer mor-
tality cost. This organisation is licensed
to do business in California, Illineis,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania and West Virginia. Then there is
the Knights of Columbug—unfortunate-
Iy limiting its membership to Catholics.
And the Eureka-Maryland Assurance
Corporation—the DBankers National Life
Insurance Company—and other com-
panies, listed by the Gilberts, offering
renewable-term contracts under varying
conditions. In this same article you
said that insurance will become cheaper
when the government assumes this work,
and suggested that “meanwhile” the
reader buy his policy from one of the
old-line companies, even though he pays
too much. Why not “meanwhile” be
better informed—while waiting for the
government to step in? It scems to me
that to admit one’s lack of knowledge
is one thing, but that to act in the role
of adviser under that handicap is quite
another. And onc who did not know
better might reasonably suspect you of
working for these “old-line companies.”

To go back to the 8th volume of your
“Questions and Answers” I find the case
of a reader, speaking for a “small grou
of professional men” seeking your ad-
vice toward a solution of their “vital”

insurance problems. And you told him:
“It’s my feeling that once a person gets
tied up to a contract—especially if he
has been carrying the policy for a rather
long period of time—he should stick to
it and see it through. ... It’s going to
cost you more . .. but my sincere ad-
vice is to let a bad bargain stand.” Of
course that was back in 1936 and the
Gilberts had mot written their book
mentioned above. ‘LThen too, you were
three years younger and not as wise as
you are, or should be, in this respect
today. I recall your statement in a re-
cent issue of The Freeman that van
judge the value of a belief “by the sup-
port the believer can bring up in its
defense.” Your “feeling” about life in-
surance contracts, unsupported by rea-
son and facts, is, by this judgment of
yours, valueless, to say the least. Why
see a coniract through thet is bad to
begin with and Kkceps getiing worse
right along? Why let a “bad bargain”
stand if a better bargain is to be had?
I sympathize with those “professional
men” if they ablded by your advice, as
their spokesman said they would—and
wonder what your other “quite a num-
ber of pieces about insurance” contain-
ed.
The insurance problem is vital to the
majority—if not to the minority whese
economic status seems secure cnough
to allow them to shrug their shoulders
at the whole business. “Sure, it’'s a
gamble,” say the minority, “and we can
afford it.” But what about the little
fry=—the millions of low-wage workers
who can’t afford it? For them—it
should be plain enough—renewable term
insurance is the only answer, . . . I, for
one (with a salary of $30 a week and
facing the loss of my job) appreciate
the fact that, as a member of the Inter-
national Workers Order, I pay $21 for
the firsi year™ fur $3,000 of proteclion,
rather than a net “level premium” of
$48.66 (quoted by the Travelers Ins. Co.)
for the same amount of protection.
It’s plain that an insured wilh one of
these beneficent companies says a so-
called level premium for a decreasing
amount of insurance, or, in other words,
that the insured is creating his own in-
surance with his increasing “savings,”
which money the company appropriates
in paying his beneficiary if or when he
passes out of the mnon-too-lovely pic~
ture. This “savings” is not savings at
all, unless he cancels- his policy or
should happen to live through the life
of the policy to collect on it. In that
event he has done well in improving his
money at 3 percent, but aside from that
he has no insurance on his life what-
soever. What a gamble—considering
that during the life of the policy the
“savings” belong to the company and
that any temporary withdrawals are
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confronted with dismaying 6 percent in-
terest charges! (Gilberts’ book contains
this quotation from “Fortune” of May,
1931: “Of every one-hundred persons
now insured, 17 will die and 83 will give
up their nollcxes in a period of less than
20 years.” Say the Gilberts: “Experi-
ence has taught the companies, if not
the policyholders, that reserve-building
policies rarcly cnd by dcath or matur-
ity, Most policies are lapsed or sur-
rendered in the early years—in the pe-
riod during which much of the reserve
is confiscated. . . . It should be a warn-
ing to policyholders that the companies
assume that most investment policies
will continue to end in lapse or surren-
der., Otherwise the companies would
gain nothing by increasing the surren-
der charge.””) ... How much better for
the insured to have renewable term in-
surance and to keep his ncst-egg, if he
has one, with the Government, His sav-
ings are then truly his own—and his
beneficiary’s in the event of his death.

My attitude is this: We live today—
not ten, twenty five or forty years from
now, when we may no longer have de-
pendents to protect; and as long as we
need to carry protection the cheapest
form is obviously that which necessi-
tates the least outlay of hard-earned
cash. If we lose our jobs and are hard-
pressed for money, how much easier it
will be to pay low step-rate term pre-
minms rather than exorbitant insur-
ance-savings premiums. And there’s this
realistic viewpoint: We cannot ecgcape
the fact that we live in a mad, chaotic
world_a world, as one writer put it,
“resembling a hospltal for mental cases
with the patients in control.” A world
war in which the United States may be-
come involved—a Fascist uprising in
this country (certainly not hard to
imagine after veading about the Geor-
man-American Bund meeting at Madi-
son Square Garden in New York)—these
things are far from unthinkable, Nor
is it pleasant to contemplate a demoral-
ized capitalistic economy, with its un-
employment and relief needs and the
workers’ place becoming less and less
hopeful. Under such conditions why
sink one’s precious income into the haz-
ardous long-term venture of an invest-
ment-insurance contract? Why compro-
mise the present for the sake of a fu-

ture so uncertain?
BEN NELSON

Chicago, 111,

[Editor’s Note: Reader Ben Nelson
shonld realize that it’s hard to find
space for many subjects, even though
they are important. However, now that
I'm publishing the H-J News-Letter 1
feel confident that problems of life in-
surance will receive the space they
deserve.]

T .
Editor: Tt T believed in verbal inspir-

ation I would say that you were infused
with divine afflatus when you wrote
“Answers to Unasked Questions” in the
June, 1939, number of The Freeman. It
has more stlmulatmg thought and sound
advice packed into it than any other
article of its length I’'ve read ih years.
Atoka, Okla. - JOHN MASON
5

You say, in onc of your articles about
I! Duce that he has worked out a theory
of propaganda in order to keep a firm
hold on the minds of the masses. Can
you give mec an outline of what this
method embraces?

The technique of Mussolini’s sys-
tem of propaganda is, according to a
clipping in my newsclip filing sys-
tem, well analyzed by John T.
Whltaker, foreign correspondent, who
has studied propaganda methods at
first hand in Germany and Italy. In
his comparison of dictators, Mr.
Whitaker writes that Mussolini “is
the most articulate intellectual among
modern tyrants.” He continues:

“Mussolini has discovered that the
masses are quick to enthusiasm and
easily persuaded. But their enthu-
giasm is dissipated and they do not
remain persuaded. He has perfected
a technique, thercfore, of rousing
public opinion only on vague and
emotional issues. On vital contro-
versial matters he deliberately be-
wilders and confuscs the maosses to
prevent the crystallization of opin-
ion.

“Thus the emphasis upon the dic-
tator as ‘leader,” thus the rodo-
montade instead of the discussion
of issues. Mussolini not only dis-
charges or transfers any lieutenant
who catches the public imagination
—‘changing the guard,’ it is called
in Italy—but he always deliberate-
ly resists’ any erystallization of
majority opinion. If Mussolini finds
that Italian opinion yearns after a
policy he himself desires he will
even attack that policy and disci-
pline its champions, only to bring
it forward himself later. Thus he
prevents the Italian public from be-
coming aware of the force which re-
sides in public opinion.”

Mussolini is a shrewd master of
the subtle art of propaganda, but
aven he won't be able to survive cer-
tain combinations of ecircumstances,
once they take form. Hig policies are
‘eading in one direction—aggression.
Now it’s Ethiopia; now it’s Spain.
But these vietims were practically
unarmed, so his “victories” were al-
most certain. Now, ag I write% the
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newspaper headlines tell about Mus-
solini’s threats at I'rance, his de-
mands for slices of French colonies.
If he goes too far in his baiting, war
may break out any day, in which
case Mussolini would be faced by 2
power that’s better armed and sup-
plied, and a country that commands
far greater resources, much more
money, and surer access to the
world’s markets. No dictator—even
when he’s the most adroit propagan-
dist—can long survive a series of
military defeats. Mugsolini will find
himself no exception to this rule.
He'll be able to fool hiy millions of
dupes so long as he wins easy vic-
tories against poorly armed oppon-
ents: there’ll be wild cheering from
the crowds, even though they have to
tighten their belts another notch in
order to produce the money to pay
the cosbls of such cawmpaigns of ag-
gression, but those same elements will
become open rebels, once he fails to
win. A dictator must always be a
superman. No dictator dare make a
mistake or lose prestige. He must al-
ways be right, in a pragmatic sense.
Well, (he answer ig lhal no dictalor
can always be right. He’s bound to
bet on the wrong side some time or
other, and when he does that his
fancy theories of mass psychology
will pass into thin air and the world
will see the end of another tyrant.
L 4

You have told us a great deal, durine
recent years, about Hitler's Drang nach
Osten (drive to the East), which means
he wants to dominate the Ukraine. Bul
I don’t recall your ever having. written
a word about the Ukraine itself—what
the country amounts to, its resources.
its activities, its culture, and so forth.
Let me suggest that you dip inte your
famous newsclip filing system and pull
out the data I'm sure many of your
readers want,

It’s important to know something
asbout the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Renublic (which Hitler gays is -his
objective) because this area com-
mands world attention and promises
to become even more newsworthy after
Hitler moves nearer to his professed
goal. Yes, it happens that my news-
clip folder containg many interesting
facts about this imvortant and rich
nart of the Soviet Union, and when
I get through telling my readers

what's eontained in that section Q:f

Russia they’ll understand why Hit-
ler isn’t going to have an easy time
taking the country. The TUkraine,
which is one of the four original re-
publics which JOln’ed to form the
U.S.S.R. in 1923, is one of the rich-
est places in Russia. Ag some of my
readers undoubtedly know, it begins
down at the Northern shore of the
Black Sea and spreads North far
enough to abutt both Poland and Ru-
mania, its two Western neighbors.
It’s much larger than either of these
neighbors, while its population is
32,000,000, of which 80 percent are
Ukrainians, the remainder being
Russian, Jewish, German and other
nationalities. There are about 400,-
000 Germans in the Ukraine. In the
days of the Czar, the Ukraine was
an oppressed territory, in which the
Ukrainian language was forbidden
by law, and in which the Jews fre-
quently were murdered in pogroms
that horrified the civilized world.

Today all this is changed. The
U.8.S.R. not only tolerates the
Ukrainian language; it actually

made it the official language of the
Ukrainian Republic, while adls of
violent anti-Semitism are punishable
by imprisonment and even death. The
Republic’s schools, following the us-
ual policy of the U.S.S.R. in encour-
aging a great variety of languages
instead of legalizing only one, use
such languages as Russian, Molda-
vian, Polish, Yiddish, German, Bul-
garian, Tatar, Greek, Czechoslovak-
ian, Armenian and White Russian.
The facts show that culturally, po-
liticallly, industrially, agriculturally
gocially and economically, the Ukraine
is welded into the U.S.8.R., so lhat
any Hitlerigtic excursion into that
progressive and advanced community
will find the masses overwhelmingly
against the Fascists and whole-
heartedly determined to retain their
present status as an important part
of the immense Soviet Union. The
Ukraine’s numerous nations are now
living together in wvpeace and har-
mony. They know that Hitler's ra-
cialism would strike the Republic
like a blight. It’s sensible to conclude
that these teeming millions will make
every sacrifice to resist any move by
Hitler to separate them from the
U.S.8.R. The Ukrainians have every
reagon for eontinuing the present ar-
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rangement. Take the Republic’s
agriculture, for example—its land is
collectivized to the extent of 96 per-
cent, This means immense farms—-
supplied with the best machinery—
are being worked cooperatively for
the common good. This fact alone
shows that the Ukraine is highly
socialistic and not a province that
would like to.escape and join the
capitalistic nations. The Ukraine’s
agrienltnre, as the world knows, is
highly produetive. In 1937, its rich
soil, aided by an excellent, temperate
climate, produced 780,000,000 bushels
of grain. This is 20 percent of the
total grain erop of the U.S.S.R.
Sugar beets, a comparatively new
crop for the Republie, supply the
Union with two-thirds of its sugar.
Even ‘cotton is being cultivated,
helping to bring prosperity to many
collective farms. Wlax is another
crop which is becoming an important
item in Ukrainian agriculture. But,
to return to the grain crop for a mo-
ment, let me add that an item found
in my newsclip filing svstem reports
that the U.S.S.R. is finding it so easy
to guarantee the people’s bread sup-
ply that it’s seriously considering
the idea of making bread as free
ag water. If that happens, and it’s
a possibility in the near future, peo-
ple will draw supplies of bread with
the same ease and freedom that they
now draw air into their lungs. If
that happens it will put the U.S.S.R.
in a class by itself in the world pic-
ture, and the Sovict Union will have
to give the major portion of its thanks
to its immense breadbasket—the
Ukraine, the land which Hitler covets.
The Russians will put up a real fight
before surrendering a section that
means so much to them. So much
for agriculture. Now let’s turn to
industry. Here the Ukraine makes
an excellent, impressive showing, Be-
ginning with coal, we find that the
Ukraine, in 1937, produced 67,000,000
tons, more than half of it the best
grade of anthracite. As for water
power, the Ukraine has harnessed
for ity growing industries the Dnepr,
where a hvdroelectric gtation has a
power canacity of 1,800,000 kw. Then
let’s not fail to mention that central
Ukraine. in 1937, nroduced 9.000,000
tons of vnig iron. which was half tha

production of ihe U.8.8.R, In the!

days of the Czar all of Russia pro-
duced only 4,200,000 tons. ‘Lhe
Ukraine also containg numerouy large
cities which are highly industrialized
and becoming more productive from
year to year. Space doesn’t permit
me to make use of my items dealing
with the Ukraine’s output in the
fields of steel, machine building,
chemical industries, farm equipment,
aluminum, and a whole string of
light industries ecapable of turning
out consumers’ goods. To the South,
along the Black Sea, the shipbuild-
ing industry is making headway. So
much for the Ukraine’s industrial
life. On the cultural side, we find a
real passion for the flowers of civil-
ization—scicnee, musie, literature,
the theater, the cinema at its best,
medicine, art, and so on. It would
take a great deal of space to relate
the cultural achievements of the
Ukraine. In the face of these faects,
I repeat the opinion that Hitler isn’t
going to find the Ukraine a push-
over. If anvthine, he may break his
teeth when he bites into that tough
country. The Ukrainians have some-
thing to ficht for. If they’re con-
quered by Hitler, their future will be
one of slaverv and miserv. They
know these facts. That's whv I say
the Ukrainiang will join hands with
the rest of the U.S.S.R. and_keep the
Faseist aceressors from taking an
acre of their nrecious soil.
L I 4
ANSWERS TO UNASKED QUESTIONS

I admit frankly that I’'m a middle-of-
the-roader. T hate oxtremes. And I'm
always susnicions of hurry-un schemes
tn save humanity. History teaches us
that man prasresses slowly. I don’t care
for the extrema risht, and have equal
objections tn the extreme left. Don’t
try to establish ntopia between days. It
won’t work You can’t build a vast
structure withont nutting a =olid foun-
dation under it first, and that takes
time. :

Hitler and Mussolini have never
learned the imnnrtance of the ~1d Latin
admonition: Nali Nocere! “DO NOT
HURT.”  That's  wanderful advice.
There’s enoneh nnavoidable suffering in
Tlife withent niling it on unnecessarily.
The twn dictators deliberately eo out
of their way #a imnose new sufferings
on hpmanitv. The warld will never for-
give them for that. Thev failed to learn
the old lesson—Do not hurt.

Montaigne said a mouthful when he
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remarked on man’s stark madness in
making gods by the dozen when he can’t
even make a flea,

I always feel uncomfortable in the
presence of peonle who have a mania
for. indulging in self-pity. A dash of
it now and then doesn’t do any harm—
nor any good, for that matter. But
pouring it on is terrihle for everybody.
especially those who have to see it
coming in an endless stream. Squawk
about your troubles, if that’ll relieve
vour feelings, hnf try ta finish the
squawk in reasonable time and turn to
other things.

Most people’s mental ailments could
be banished quickly if they could look
at themselves calmly, rationally, and
candidly. Most physical ills need the
help of a good doctor, but most mental
ills nced only self-discipline, the police«
man-—or rather, the physician—of the
mind. ’

Once T was asked why I considered it
80 Important for people to be intellec-
tually free. Offhand, I didn’t know of
any good reason except that it appear-
ed to be nicer to be free than en-
slaved. People have learned from long
experience how to live comfortably
with lies.

How can one know if one’s life is
happy or unhappy? I often think about
that, The other day I found a simple,
obvious line in Schopenhauer that show-
ed how easy the answer is. If you laugh
a great deal youre happy; If you cry
a great deal, you’re unhappy. Could
anything be more reasonable? Why
didn’t T ever think of that myself, espe-
cially since the question has bothered
me many times? I wonder how many
other puzzlers could be answered as
simply by a person who has the knack
of turning light on our problems of
mind and heart,

It’s better to think a lot about life
and very little about death. When
yow're dead you’ll have plenty of time
to think about it—bui you won’t, It’s
while you’re alive that you can think
about life—and it’s better to do as
much of that kind of thinking as you
can. Act as though yow’re going to live
forever.

Of course, you have a thousand rea-
gong for being sad, but it seems there
are many reasons for not parading it.
Goopiness is a disease, even when there
are valid reasons for it,

The trouble with my days is they’re
too short. How much worse would it be
if my days were too long!

Words, words, words, cried Hamlet.
Yes, but words are important. Words—
in books, pamphlets, lectures, conversa-
tions, etc—can make over a life. That
happens often., Single sentences have

moved the world. Single slogans have
caused revolutions. Words are powerful
engines,

Democracy has its faults, but it’s the
best way man’s ever worked out to
make it possible for a human being to
live decently as a free being. You can
live, breathe and think under the worst
democracy. You can’t do those things
under the best dictatorshin.

If you stirike at the branches of the
tree of evil you're a respectable citizen,
but if you hack at the roots wyou’re 2
dangerous radical. Thoreau said words
to that effect. I can’t recall them as he
wrote them down, but that’s the thought
anyway. And it’s a good one.

I rarely write about death because I
rarely think about it.

When every argument fails to tear
down the logic of a truth-seeker you
can always fall back on the charge that
he is showing bad taste.

T wonder if anyone reads these
thoughts of mine. I’d write them even
if they weren’t read by anyone, they
help me to get a lot of stuff off my
chest. An hour of such writing has the
same inspiring; uplifting effect as =2
healthy, strong, powerful, all-inclusive,
foundation-shaking movement of the
bowels. And I don’t mean maybe,

If a person is sane, healthy, happy
and intelligent he must be moral re-
gardless of how many things he does
which the world congiders immaoral.

PIm a great believer in propaganda—
my kind. When a man sits down fo
write he should have some point (call it
moral, if that suits you better) or the
whole thing’s bound to be pointless. Of
course, this doesn’t mean he’s to ser-
monize. He can do his job in such a
way that the reader will figure out the
moral.

This old definition of Freethought is
still the best: “Thought unbiased by
the authority of dogma.”

Heard the other day at the Connor
bar, in Joplin, Mo.: “One of the first
things I noticed about women was that
while many  dressed on credit they un-
dressed only for cash.”

T never tire of Mark Twain stories.
Here’s one T’'m quoting for the first
time. Mark Twain was attending a Ger-
man opera in Berlin. The tenor was
obviously senile and his veice was
cracked, and vet the man sitting next
to Mark Twain applauded enthusiastical-
ly. Turning to his neighbor, Mark
Twain commented: “I don’t think he’s
so good.” “You’re right,” the other said,
“but you should have heard him 30
years ago!”

Charles Bradlaugh, one of England’s
grealest Freethinkers, wrote a sentence
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which we Americans can follow to our
good: “Let us feel that we are alive,
not on our knees, cringing, creeping,
but walking on our feet, erect, un-
flinchingly.”

There’s a lot of truth in Mark ‘Twain’s
remark: “Woman is unrivaled as a wet
nurse,” [

Afier calling George Sylvester Viereck
a rat I find it necessary to apologize—
to the rat,

Pve just come away from a fellow
who apologized because he drives a 1931
Ford but didn’t show the slightest feel~
ing of disgrace over his moth-eaten,
fly-specked, sun-bleached . ideas, super-
stitions and prejudices.

Be careful how you seleet your au-
thorities. The other day I read an ar-
ticle by a man wha deseribed himself
as an expert on farm problems, and to
prove it he mentioned the fact that he
has three acres under cultivation on
Long Island.

L R

“Having read the writings of E. Hal-
deman-Julius for years, I have had the
audacity to concoct a little advance
epitaph for his stone: ‘He was an in-
tellectual orgasm in the intercourse of
time.” ”—Charlie Lake, O.

L2
“In these days, when editors are so
fearlessly charging the haystacks, it is
a joy to read the ‘Kansas Voltaire’ . . .
and I mean it! The editors in this
country haven’t got guts enough fto
make a stew.”—Reader.

e
“I figure that about a dozen persons
read each copy of my Freeman, and two
have just told me they intend to sub-
scribe. I'll have them all taking it
soon.”~—Robert Russell, Wash.

When a magazine like The Saturday
Evening Post runs a serial is it the
same in every respect as the novel in
book form?

It is, if the story’s some “harmless”
mystery or detective yarn, or a chunk
of literary tripe of the Faith Baldwin
type. But when a novelist trieg to get
to gripg with life, he usually doesn’t
recognize his own brain-child when it
appears in the virtuous, chaste eol-
umns of The Saturday Evening Post,
For example, John P, Marquand’s
“Wickford Puinl,” appeared in the
magazine just mentioned, but, accord-
ing to T. S. Matthews’ review in The
New Republic (March 29, 1939),
“Those old Post editors are mighty
scared of their readers, and they did
a lot of cutting. The bowdlerized ver-
sion of ‘Wickford Point’ that The Post

printed was 80,000 wordg shorber,
and left out one of the prinecipal chax-
acters because she was the hero’s
mistress,” Even consumers of fiction
have to be on guard when they buy
the output of the capitalistic publish-
ers of magazines of mass ecirculation.
That’s a form of “adulteration” that
the FTC pays no attention to, bub
that doesn’t dispose of the charge
that such bowdlerization is a form of
deception that consumers have a right
to be protected against, Consumers
of fietion, in Mr. Matthews’ vigorous
words, should know “the laws of the
swineherd editors who feed the pub-
lic trough.”

Here’s a clipping of a sermon in which
a parson says the philosophy of the
Agnostic is “Let us eat, drink and be
merry, for tomorrow we die,” What
about it?

I don’t have any objections to eat-
ing, drinking and being merry. All
sensible people enjoy having a happy
time. But that doesn’t mean a Free-
thinker (or Agnostic) suggests that
we should limit our lives to such
things because it happens he doesn’t
believe in the myth of immortality.
W. K. Clifford, the English Agnostic,
was once asked this same question
and he replied: “On the contrary, 1
say: ‘Let us take hands and help, for
this day we are alive together,” To
this Freethinker the fact that death
doesn’t mean the opening of what
our pious friends look on ag an “eter-
nal life” is no reason for concluding
that he holds one should spend one’s
life in coddling one’s belly. The hu-
manitarian impulses in him challenge
him to lend a hand to making life for
future generations more intelligent,
rational, humane, free, beautiful and
peaceful, Yes, this day we live to-
gether, go let’s fill it with deeds that
will help make the world a better
place for our children if not for our-
selves.

= -
Editor: There seems to be some kind
of atavistic will-to-withdraw which acts
as the mainspring of the assuredly neg-
ative reasoning of the people who ad-
vocate an impossible to realize attitude
of “neutrality” and “igolation” for
America in the face of the fast-growing
menace of Fascism in Europe and
throughout the world.
Just as a group cannnt be healthy
and thriving whenever several of its
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members adopt an  I-don’{-care-about-
others position, so a society of nations
can’t feel safe when some of its mem-
bers attempt to isolate themselves from
a proper, dutiful intercourse among
their neighbors.

A passage in John Stuart Mill’s essay
“On Liberty” is worth quoting in sup-
port of the principle of mutual dutics
and mutual responsibilities which, by
all the lights of good reason, are bind-
ing not only on individuals of a com-
munity but equally on nations worthy
of the name of civilized, moral and law-
abiding nations.

Let, then, all those selfish advocates
of isolation and neutrality ponder the
words of Mill in the passage that fol-
lows. If they do that with an open mind
they won’t encounter difficalty in seeing
themselves guilty of “causing cvil to
others” simply by their ill-advised advo-
cacy of policies of inaction which, by
all the overwhelming evidence of world
events, have helped the international
wrongdoers, with a consequent world-
wide demoralization of the masses who
look in vain for some nation to demon-
strate its real worth by leading them
against their common enemy—Fascism.
The Mill quotation alluded to above
reads:

“There are also many positive
acts for the benefit of others which
he may rightfully be compelled to
perform; such as to give evidence
in a court of justice; to bear his
fair share in the common defense
or in any other joint work necessary
to the interest of the society of
which he enjoys the protection; and
to perform certain acts of individual
beneficence such as saving a fellow-
creature’s life, or in interposing to
protect the defenseless against ill-
uge, things which, whenever it is
obviously a man’s duty to do them,
he may be rightfully made respon-
sible to society for mnot doing. A
person may cause evil to others
not only by his actions but by his
inaction, and in either case he is
justly accountable to them for the
injury.”

New York City* A:X* GARCIA DIAZ

A preacher dismisses Freethought with
the argument that it means the end of
morality. Please comment.

The notion that morality ecan’t ex-
ist without religious sanctions was
exploded generations ago. No modern
thinker accepts that unsound eclaim.
Since the Freethinker accepts the
philosophy of Rationalism he estab-
lishes the faet that he seeks, above
everything, to have his actions, espe-
cially those that have sccial implica-

tions, reflect thal scientific form of
knowledge. Since he rests hig case
on reason it follows that he is ready
to reject those codes of conduct that
are based on mere dogmas and em-
brace those codes that reflect the sei-
entific spirit. If that is the Free-
thinker’s mood I can’t see how the
growth of his philosophy can hurt
morality, using the word in its scien-
tific sense, Karl Pearson, the British
Rationalist, discussed this subject as
follows:

Freethought is an ideal to which
we can only approximate——an ideal
which expands with every advance
of our positive knowledge; morality
is an ideal of human action to which
we_ can only approximate, an ideal
which expands with every advance
of our positive knowledge. As the
true freethinker must be in posses-
sion of the highest knowledge of his
time, so he will be in possession of
all that is known of the laws of hu-
man development. He, and he only, is
capable of fulfilling his social in-
stinet in accordance with those
laws. He, and he only, seems to me
capable of being really moral. Mo-
rality is mot the blind following of
a social impulse, but a habit of ac-
tion based upon character—charac-
ter moulded by that kmowledge of
truth which must become an integ-
ral part of our being.

One might as well say that we
mustn’t permit intelligence to grow
because that would mean the end of
morality. Yes, it would mean the end
of religion’s code of morality, but
that doesn’t mecan true, scientific mo-
rality would die, Just because a
Church says something is; moral it
doesn’t follow it’s a fact. The Ro-
man Catholic Church, for example,
says scientific birth control is im-
moral. Millions of educated people
disagree. The Church says divorce
is immoral. Millions of educated peo-
ple disagree. The Church says a
woman who is married to a syphilitie
must submil to his sexual desires be-
cause she is denied the right to di-
voree him. Millions of intelligent peo-
ple disagree. And because these mil-
lions disagree with the Church it
doesn’t follow ;hey*reject moral ideas.

Editor: There is so much misinforma-
tion spread around about foods and
their combinations, that it is no less
than criminal in its effect upon a mis-
guided public. Your comment on Dr, B.
Beck’s book is brief and correct. But
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how is the public to differentiate be-
tween correct and incorrect data on
foods? After all, that book is written
by a doctor. I don’t know who he is.
The public is just as apt to believe him
as any other doctor.

For the benefit of your readers, a few
lines may summarize the essential in-
formation on foods. It is the following
about which there is so much misunder-
gtanding. :

Sciénce has analyzed foods into two
main classes, according to those which
produce acids or alkalies in the blood,
after being broken down or digested.
Four main foods produce acid in the
blood. They are meat, fish, eggs, and
bread. You will recognize these as being
a very necessary food in our diet, de-
gpite their acid-forming properties.
Those which form alkalies in the blood
are, mainly, milk, vcgctables, and all
fruits, except prunes, plums, and cran-
berries. All these foods may be eaten
in any combination, which, by the way,
puts to rout all lay prejudices, In
fact, neither group should be used ex-
clusively. They should be balanced. And
it is not necessary to balance them ex-
actly, since the blood has the remark-
able property of adjusting itself to any
excess of either class of food. But it
must be remembered that even this
special property of the blood cannot be
abused indiseriminately without exert-
ing some effect sooner or later.

Oranges, lemons and grapefruit, when
broken down in the body, produce al-
kalies, and not acids, as most people
believe, because they taste acid in the
mouth.

If one wants to eliminate bread (acid)
one may replace it with potatoes (al-
kali). Besides this helps to balance the
meal. Neither bread nor potatoes in
themselves are fattening, If either is
eaten in large quantities it is fatten-
ing. This is true of other foods alse.
Milk is not fattening, unless it is added
after the body has had sufficient food.
Milk is a food and must be treated as
such, or calculated in the meal, as well
as any other food.

Much acidosis is produced by eating
too much bread and meat. A bread and
meat diet must be balanced by eating
the alkali foods, such as vegetables,
fruits, and milk.

Foods are also divided according to
the following substances: -carbohy-
drates, as hread, starches and sugars;
proteins, as eggs, meat, beans, milk,
nuts: fats, as occurs in vegetable and
animal matter; minerals, as calcium,
magnesium, phosphorus, iron, sodium,
etc.; water, contained in all foods, as
. milk contains 85 percent, eggs 65 per-
cent water: vitamins, as Vitamin A, in
milk, butter, eggs: Vitamin B, in yeast,

milk; C, in oranges, milk, vegetables; D,
in butter, oils, fish; B, in eggs, cereals.

New York City B. G. LIPTON, M.D.

e ok %
PEACEFUL CHANGE

[A review, in “Unity,” March 20, 1939,
by George Maychin Stockdale, of Upton
Sinclair’s “Your Million Dollars”:]

Here is just the booklet for those who
are anxious to get peaceably the social
changes necessary before it is too late
for peaceful change. The whole work-
ing of capitalism is made plain: How
scarcity is subsidized; interest, rent
and profits taking between 30 and 44
percent of our income, before one “can
sit down to eat supper”; the impossibil-
ity of running an economy of plenty
that machine production makes possible,
ag long as the profit motive is retained;
the folly of the public ownership of the
postoffice, but the private ownership of
the telephone and other public utilities;
these and just about every phase of
tife affected by capitalism are given a
fascinating treatment by this keen stu-
dent, for 42 years, of our economy. -

The little book is composed of 17 let-
ters to “Joe,” former chum who help-
ed Sinclair get his material from the
Chicago stockyards for “The Jungle” so
many vears ago. “Joe” has now “made”
his million doltars., Hence the title.
Letters I to VI paint the picture of our
present debacle here in America with
our unemployed millions, empty fac-
tories, deserted farms, dearth of pur-
chasing power, as 2 percent of the peo-
ple own 60 percent of the wealth, etc.
Letters VII to XVII deal with remedies;
and what practical remedies they are!

One of the finest features is Sinclair’s
manner. This alone makes this little
gem worth its weight in some of that
gold buried at Fort Knox, Kentucky. If
there is a better book for convincing
wealthy and privileged people of the
need for social change, this reviewer
does not know 1it. Sinclair makes clear
the relation of Capitalism to Fascism,
as developed in Germany, Italy and
elsewhere, and that America -cannot
escape. Government credit alone re-
mains. When that goes, then the
deluge!

Readers of “UNITY” know Sinclair
well enouxh to realize that no “crack-
pot” inflation, easy money or impossible
pension plans can ensnare him. He
knows that more money on the market
demands more produciion to avert in-
flation. Let him tell you and your
friends what can be done now.

Can you give me Ingalls’ classic en-
titled “Grass”?

“Grass’’ was written by 'a distin-
guished Kansan, John J. Ingalls. Tt’s
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a real classic that has beauty and
meaning anywhere in the world. '_1‘1.115
piece of prose poetry has simplxmty
and dignity, truly a masterpiece. It
reads:

“Grass is the forgiveness of Na-
ture—her constant  benediction.
Fields trampled with battle, satu-
rated with blood, torn with ruts of
cannon, grow green again with
grass, and carnage is forgotten,
Streets abandoned by traffic become
grasg.grown, like rural lanes, and
are obliterated. Forests decay, har-
vests perish, flowers vanish, but
grass is immortal. Beleaguered by
the sullen hoests of winter it with-
draws into the impregnable fortress
of 1its subterranean vitality and
emerges upon the solicitation of
spring. Sown by the winds, by
wandering birds, propagated by the
subtle horticulture of the elements
which are its ministers and servants,
it softens the rude outlines of the
world. It invades the solitude of
deserts, ¢limbs the inaccessible
slopes and pinnacles of mountains,
and modifies the history, character
and destiny of nations.”

What about the Universal Order of
Plenocrats?

Thig outfit iy a Chicago organiza-
tion with a plan called “Plenocracy,”
purportedly yielding a 80 percent an-
nual return by its “science of creation
and distribution of nature’s abun-
dance.” The “Universal Order” was
subject of an SEC injunction, and
recently, in Wichita, Kans., one of
its solicitors, Ralph Clarkson, was
arrested, charged with violating the
Kansas blue sky law in selling mem-
berships in this sxtix:call;d society.

Has the length of a wink been timed?

Dr. J. T. Neumueller, of the
American Optical Company, South-
bridge, Mass., has made tests in or-
der to find out what we mean when
we say “Quicker than a wink” We
now know that the involuntary wink
of the human eye ranges from one
elghth lo vne fourth of a second; a
voluntary wink is about twice that
long.

Is medical science ;x;ble q;o say that the
best contraceptive methods are safe and
reliable?

Not vet, by any means. The several
methods that meet with the most ap-
proval among scientists are about 95
pereent effective, which means that
5 percent of all women who practice

them are fairly certain to be disap-
poinled. However, considering thal
this field is somewhat new, one has
the right to say that the results are
encouraging, and that science, in
time, will be able to work out a 109
percent safe methgd. ‘

Editor: Youn had a discussion of a
stunt called “Christly method” etec. . ..
and you quite incidentally said that if
this gets piped down, why don’t the
powers-that-he go after sa-called Chris-
tian Science? .., . Well, I wonder! In
1910 I went to Mother Mary Baker
Eddy’s funeral, and I am telling you
that they actually installed a telephone
in her temporary tomb (tho’ they deny
it now, as usual) . .. so the old geezer
could rise from the dead, the way Christ
was supposed to have done. Did I say
supposed? . . . Well, when will the good
people of this world wake up?

Boston Mass. SAMUEL R, GAINES
% %

Editor: I was amused by the com-
ment of the Oxford divinity student who
cited the size and position of the mouth
and nose of the bulldog as being evi-
dence of divine providence’s provision
for the interests of said dog in tackling
the bull. Even the most elementary dog
books that can be got by gending cou-
pons from cans of dog food say that
the bulldog is probably descended from
the mastiff and the position of his nose
was changed by careful and skillfal
breeding methods. Man  certainly used
the laws of mnature in effecting the re-
sult, but I doubt very much if the dog,
the bull or God had much to deo with
the purpose in view, Certainly an all-
wise, all-loving Creator wouldn’t pur-
posely design one of his own creatures
for the maiming of another. Perhaps if
the student had studied a little less
theology and a little more dog he might
have known better what he was talking
about.
Stoningten, Maine *EDEH ROBINSON
What kind of people use your news-
clip filing system?

I’'ve seen orders from U.S.Senators,
ambassadors, preachers, editors, stu-
dents, teachers, lecturers, authors,
publishers, public officials, advertig-
ing men, businessmen, scientists, pub-
licity specialists, professional news-
paper clippers, doctors, lawyers,
bankers, brokers, librarians, mer-
chants, mechanies, printers, compil-
ers of facts, and so on.

L

What does science say about the lacta-

tion procedure?
Many women hold to the lactation
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(nursing) theory, meaning, of course,
that they can prevent a new pregnan-
cy by prolonging the nursing period.
It’s a bad idea to prolong nursing be-
cause it's ineffective. While it's prob-
ably a fact that women are less like-
ly to become pregnant during the pe-
riod of lactation, there’s nothing to
show lhat deliberate extension of the
period will have the desired effect.
Nature has its own cycle which it
covers in its own wav. and it won’t
be frustrated through this little trick
of over-extended lactation.
L IR SR

I agree with your comment that the
people who say they’re sure about im-
mortality and an eternal life in Heaven
don’t act that way when they get the
least hit sick. Tve seen it happen a
thousand times.

So have we all. I'm reminded of an
amusing story that appeared in
Purude, a popular Brilish magazine:

A village doctor was noted for his
failure to attend church services.
A new clergyman in the village was
taken ill and this doctor attended
him, Time passed, and ‘the doctor
could not be induced to render a
hill for his services. The clergyman
insisted he must know what he
owed the doctor. “Well, in order to
keep down an argument,” the doctor
said, “let’s make a deal. I under-
stand you are a prefiy good preach-
er, and you seem to have the opin-
ion that I am a fair doctor. So let’s
work it out this way: I’ll do what
I can to keep you out of Heaven if
you will do what you can to keep
me out of Hell. And it will not
coat either of us a penny.”

‘4
Can you give me the text of the statute
on religious liberty prepared by Thomas
Jeffergon?

The statute referred to was drawn
up by Jefferson and passed by the
legislature of Virginia, in October,
785, and reads:

Be it enacted by the general as-
gembly: That no man shall be com-
pelled to frequent or support any
religious worship, place, or minis-
try whatsoever. nor shall be en-
forced, restrained, molested, or
burtherned in his bady or goods,
nor shall otherwise suffer on ac-
count of his religious opinions or
belief; but that all men shall be
free to profess, and by arguments
to maintain, their opinion in mat-
ters of religion, and that the same
ghall in nowise diminish, enlarge or
affect. their civil eapacities.

And though we well know that
this assembly, elected by the people
for the ordinary purposes of legisla-
tion only, have no power to re-
strain the acts of succeeding assem-
blies, constituted with powers equal
to our own, and that therefore to
declare this act to be irrevocable
would be of no effect in law; yet
we are free to declare, and do de-
clare, that the rights hereby assert-
ed are of the natural rights of man-
kind, and that if any act shall be
hereafter passed to repeal the pres-
ent, or to narrow its operation,
such act will be an infringement
of natural right,

Thomas Jefferson, ay many readers
know, was a Freethinker. The facts
to support this statement will be
found in my volumeg of questions and
answers.

g R R

The enclosed Catholic pamphlet makes
the claim that Catholicism is thc most
rationalistic philosophy in the world.
Please comment.

I've heard this claim before, and
it always leaves me amused, Ration-
alists are terrible people, in the eyes
of priests, but they themselves al-
ways seem anxious to appear ration-
alistic. There’s something there for
a Freud to mull over. Let me quote a
passage from Catholic literature and
then ask ourselves how people who
can accept such appalling bosh can
have the insolence to compare them-
selves to Rationalists, people who be-
lieve in being guided in all things by
the rule of reason. What I print be-
low is taken from the Times of Malta,
which offered a bivgraphy of St. Sal-
vador da Horta, who was honored by
the Church on Easter Sunday, 1938,
by being canonized. This “humhle lay
brother” is supposed to have com-
ported himself as follows:

Francis Borgia, Duke of Gandia,
visited the holy brother during his
stay at Horta, and requested him to
dispossess a devil who was troubling
a community of Poor Clares, where
hig aunt was abbess and his daugh-
ter a nun. Salvador willingly com-
plied, and no sooner had he made
the sign of the cross and sprinkled
holy water on the outer walls of
the convent than the devil disap-
peared and peace was restored to
the community.

In the Friary of Horta Brother
Salvador was given the post of
cook’s help. On one occasion, dur-
ing an illness. of the cook the holy
brother was requested to prepare
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lunch for the community. Nothing
daunted by this responsibility, he
went to seek divine guidance at the
altar before beginning his morn-
ing’s work. Oblivious of all earth~
ly affairs, he remained the whole
morning wrapt in ecstatic contem-
plation until the refectory bell sum-~
moned the community to lunch, Sal-
vador was sought and found in
church, but great was the surprise
of the superior and the entire com=
munity when, the kitchcn door be-
ing opened, the meal was found pre-~
pared by angelic hands.

All priests are compelled to believe
every word of the above, and yet
they have the gall to talk about their
Rationalism! Pardon me while I take
time out to sﬁr:ioker.

g .
Editor: Opinions expressed by youth|

cannot be ignored, for they are direct
and aspontancous cxpressions of grow-
ing, vigorous minds. Every effort should
be made to encourage youth to express
itself in the world of ideas, as there
is a great need for youth’s inspiring
thought. Youth’s opinions are usu_ally
strong and pointed. Youth is impatient
with obvious errors and demands a sane
solution of pressing problems. However,
this does not mean that the world’s best
thinking is done by youth, for history
shows that the greatest wisdom is pro-
duced in the later years of life. Rut
youth is often first to recognize this
wisdom and demand its practical. appli-
cation to the problems of the world,

Spokane, Wash. ‘RO.EERT SLOCUM

Editor: Please take my name off
your subscription list, Freethought and
Loftist literature make wme hate the
enemy a little too bitterly so I can’t
keep my attention on my work. It makes
me take life a little too seriously so I
can’t get any joy ont of living. I think
Judge Rutherford and his followers are
taking the better way to fight the re-
ligious and political racketeers. Free-
thought literature is usually too shock-
ingly different from what the average
person has been trained from the cradle
to believe. I think it would be better
to try tn enlighten people more gradual-
ly and carefully as Judge Rutherford

is doing.
Storm Lake, Iowa *W(IX?DROW LOWE
Was Senator William E. Borah, of Ida-
ho, judge or prosecutor in the Moyer,
Haywood, Pettibone labor case, back in
1903 or 19042

Senator Borah was the prosecutor
in the State’s case against the offi-

cials of the Western Federation of
Miners. The late Clarence Darrow

was the lawyer for the defendants.
Some years before he died, Darrow
vigited me here in Girard, and among
other subjects we discussed his fa-
mous trials, including the Haywood
case, the McNamaras, the Loeb-Leo-
pold murder, and, naturally, the ap-
polling and amusing Secopes trial, in
Dayton, Tenn. When we came t0
Borah’s conduet in the Haywood trial
Darrow volunteered the opinion that
even though the prosecutor was his
opponent he couldn’t find a thing to
complain about, for he was convinced
from the opening of the trial to its
close that Borah was sincere, consci-
entious, honest and fair in every re-
spect. >

< L3

Editor: I have been disappointed to
observe that you do mot print as many
items on Freethought in The Freeman
as you used to do. Most of your readers,
I doubt not, enjoy your comments on
world affairs and are glad to have one
source to which they can turn for the
unvarnished facts. However, I, for one,
would like to see you put more facts
and comments into The Freeman that
debunks established religion. If you
start leaving out such items, where
else in the U.S. can one find similar
items. Certainly no other periodical I
read—and I read a great many of them
--has your exact slant on religious
moonshine, '

It has been mostly through the pages
of The Freeman that I have learned to
cast aside the. “supernatural” powers
and stand firmly on my own feet. 1
can’t tell you in this letter how much
this liberation now means to me. But I
do want you to know I appreciate the
work you have done and are doing. Two
or three years ago I was a “believer”;
steeped in “mystical moonshine.” Yet,
now at the ripe old age of 27, after
having read many of the Little Blue
Books written by Joseph McCabe and
?.thers, I am the most staunch of skep-
ics.

By now, very likely, Freeman readers
are Freethinkers, materialists, skeptics,
atheists, agnostics, and what not, to the
tune of 100 percent. However, your
comments on religion serve as grist to
your readers’ mill; they go forth and
puncture the complacent saints. They
have the facts, The proof—not poof,

You are doing the world a great ser-
vice when you batter away at the
foundations of religion. ' The religious
structure has already started to topple.
Within a few years—50 perhaps—the
structure will be completely leveled.
The world cannot move very much for-
ward with most of its denizens tied fo
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Chrigt’s and the so-called virgin Moth-
er’s apron strings. In a Dallag church

recently I heard the pastor of that city’s
perhaps finest religious plant name
three of the world’s “greatest” (his

word) men. And, he wanted his con-
gregation to understand, they were all
three “men of God.” (Which was true.)
He named Luther. Fox, and Wesley.
The preacher was a Methodist, of course.
He also dished out a little Roman his-
tory which Joseph McCabe wouldn’t have
found the least bit palatable, That ser-
mon was a sample of the usual evangel-
istic tripe. No food for thought here
for an educated, thinking person. And
yet, he pleaded for a “return to the
chuarch”; the church alone stood un-
daunted in this turbulent world of
ephemeral things, etc. I resolved, after
listening to that piffle, to follow Bruce
Barton’s example and sit in the car
during the sermon; or better still, not
to go to church again and stay home
and read. 1 can find more of real in-
spiration in Anatole France’s “Garden
of Epicurus”—one page of it—than a
thousand sermons.

My observation has been that people
who are steeped in “mystical moon-
shine” are not inclined to face the facts.
They know that all is not right with
the warld hy a great deal: that there is
ignorance, suffering, poverty. They
agree that Hitler, Mussolini, et al, are
doing the world inconceivable harm;
that if those sinister forces get control
the world and civilization will revert
backward instead of go forward. Yet
instead of becoming greatly concerned,
they say, “There is no reason why
should step in and take a hand or be
concerned ahout the mess things are in,
God will attend to Hitler and Musso-
lini,”
Azle, Tex. A.*M. PASCHALL
Is it possible for a person like my-
self, a lover of adventure, to join some
expedition into the Far North, as near
the North Pole as possible?

I know of no expedition now being
formed in the U.S., but if this reader
will be patient for a few more years
he’ll be able to buy a tourist’s ticket
to the North Pole, where an immense

airplane will descend, remain a few |

days for hikes and hunting, and then
come back home. The other day I

read a piece by an old-time explorer |

who used to go into the Arctic lands
by dog-sleds. Recently he covered
the same territory by airplane, and
he saw in six hours territory that had
taken him three months to cover by
foot., Aviation has extracted much of
the adventure from polar exploration.

It’s an exact, scientific, mathematical
and, in great measure, mechanical
problem. However, anyone who
wants to work in the Arctic Zone
should try to connect up with one of
the numerous expeditions constantly
at work in the Soviet Union, the coun-
try that’s doing the most of that
sort of pioneering, The reason isn’t
hard to find after one takes a look
at the map and sees what an immense
frontier Russia has in the Far North.
Its expeditions are doing their jobs
for scientific and economic reasons—
the former, of course, for valuable
data about weather, and the like, and
the latter for practical means of
tapping the Far North’s prodigious
nalural weallth., The tasks are being
done in a matter-of-fact way, without
heroies or ballyhoo. It’s all in the
day’s work. And after a few more
years of such efforts it’ll be a simple
matter for a vacationist to decide,
between yawns, to remove some of
life’s tedium by taking a little trip
to the North Pole for a look-see.
L 2

Your remarks concerning certain peo-
ple’s maudlin concern over our duty to
posterity struck me right where I live.
1 had similar ideas years ago when I
was still relatively bunk-ridden. I re-
member seeing a movie sometime in the
heyday of Ernest Torrence—“The Iron
Horse,” I believe it was called—which

1| made much of The Great Sacrifice which

these frontiersmen were making in or-
der that posterity might live more hap-
pily. I know that I remarked then that
to me it seemed they weére about a hun-
dred percent intent on having a hell of
a good time at the moment and that
the future was just about the last of
their considerations. Anyway, 1 failed
to see then—and see even less now—
how their wanton Indian and buffalo
killing and hoggish land and gold grab-
bing could ever hope to be of benefit
to posterity.”—C. A. Lang, Maplewood,

Mo.
L
Editor: What sort of a mongrel Ger-
man does Hitler speak, anyway?

thought I could understand German
pretty good, so on. Friday morning,
April 28th, when I found my first op-

-portunity: to hear him, I listened. Bo

far ag I was concerned he might as well
have spoken Russian; beyond a few
words such as “democratishen,” “Herr
Roosevelt,” and “mein antwort” I didn't
get a syllable of his over-long harangue.
I heard someone that understood him
say  yesterday that the  interpolated
translations which came every so often
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were frequently almost diametrically
opposite in meaning to what he had ac-
tually said. I was especially amused by
one remark I found in the version which
the press dished up for us. It came
after he had listed a series of assur-
ances (of peaceful intention) which he
said had already been given—some of
which, or at least similar ones, have
already been violated—when he ask-

ed President Roosevelt, “In view
of all this, of what use could
further assurance be?” When I hear

such naive self-incrimination I some-
times wonder if the man compre-
hends the meaning of his own words
and deeds. At any rate I can’t say that
I noticed in this speech anything of
the hysterical, strident tone which some
seemed to have noticed on other occa-
sions. As a matter of fact, judging en-
tirely from his tone and not from his
meaning which, as I said, I didn’t get,
it seemed to me that his voice carried a
peculiar pursuasiveness.

Maplewood, Mo

L

Do the American people want
changes in the relief set-up?

Dr. George Gallup, of the Ameri-

can Institute of Public Opinion, shows
that surveys indicate the American
people believe there should be a num-
ber of changes in the technique of
relief administration in order to take
out some of the politics. From sur-
veys made over a period of months,
Dr, Gallup was able, on January 21,
1939, to show public sentiment on the
following questions:

1. Would you favor a law prohibit-
ing any person on relief from
contributing money to a political
campaign?

Yes .. 78% No ... 22%
Would you favor a law prohibit-
ing any relief official from con-

C. A. LANG.

any

tributing money tu a political
campaign?
Yes ... 70% No ... 30%

2. Should employes of the Federal
Government be prohibited from
contributing money to political
campaigns?

Yes ... 629% No ... 38%
Would you favor a law making
it a erime for a relief official to
attempt to influence the vote of
persons on relief? (Survey taken
May, 1938.)

Yes ... 86% No ... 149
4. Do you think officials in charge

of relief should be under civil

3

service? (Survey taken Novem-
ber, 1938.)
Yes ... 5% No ... 25%

5. How large a part does politics
play in giving relief In your com-

| fourth

i and  diabetes,”
Health Service.

munity—none, a little or auite a
bit? (Survey taken May, 1938.)
None .. 16% A little .. 31%

Quite a bit .. 53%

Readers undoubtedly will recall
how, in the early days of the New
Deal, it was argued whether the Fed-
eral government had a right to pro-
vide relief for the needy. How much
of that attitude reflected public opin-
ion in those days I have no means
of finding out, but today, according
to Dr. Gallup’s survey, about 70 per-
cent of voterg “declare that the gov-
ernment should take responsibility
for the jobless.” About the same
1umber “think that the relief prob-
lem is no temporary phenomenon
but that relief appropriations will
have to continue permanently.” A
majority of 71 percent said it thought
the people on relief are getting as
much as they should from the gov-
ernment.

L I
How many totally blind people have
we? Is blindness on the rise?

I find several items in my news-
c.ip filing system which enable me to
angwer these questions authoritative-
ly. According to a report by the U.S.
Public Health Service, released on
January 21, 1989, our population of
blind persons is estimated at 117,000.
According to this report, blindness
will increase in the future because it
is, mainly, an affliction of the aged,
and surveys show that the old people
are increasing in number. One-
of the blind are over 75
years old and three-fifths are over

55, according to the report. About

75 percent of all total blindness “is
caused by cataract; glaucoma, tra-
choma, optic nerve atrophy and other
eye diseases, coupled with more gen-
eral diseases, such as high blood
pressure, hardening of the arteries,
according to the
Accidents aceount
for 21 percent of all cases of blind-
ness. About 7 percent are caused in
early infancy or by congenital con-
ditions. Anolher fact to bear in mind
is the tie-up between blindness and
poverty. Let’s bear in mind the damn-
ing fact that blindness is a condi-
tion that strikes the poor much more
than the middle class or the rich.
The Health Service says “70 percent
of the blind were found in familles

s
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with annual incomes of less than
$1,000, with nearly twice as much
among colored as white persons in
proportion to their numbers, and 11
percent more in men than in women.”
The fact that 70 percent of the blind
belong to families that have yearly
incomes of less than $1,000 indicates
anew how important it is for our
civilization to tackle the problem of
poverty and root it out—a campaign
~that could be won if only we were
ready to apply our intelligence to our
social relationships. We have the sei-
entific knowledge and the material
resources to eliminate poverty, if
only we would apply ourselves un-
reservedly to the job of cleaning up
our economic house and putting it in
order. This task of wiping out pov-
erty can be done, but it’ll have to be
tackled by wocial scientists, not po-
litical and economic quacks who comz
before the people with glib. stories
and wild promises, along the lines of
$30-every Thursday, or $200-per-
month, or Every-Man-a-King, or
divide the wealth, or freakish money,
and other forms of political illiter-
acy. The problem of poverty won’t
be eliminated by some trick lifted out
of some utopian’s dream-book. It’ll
have to be met by trained, patient,
cautious, informed, educated men and
women. And the program they apply
themselves to won’t bring heaven-on-
earth overnight. It'll take time—-
perhaps generations. It won’t be
spectacular. That’s why the average
person prefers to listen to the sen-
sational rabble-rousers who can prom-
ise paradise by the mere pressing of
a bulton. The people lack patience,
so they turn to politieal quacks, who
lose precious time and leave the
masses worse off than ever. Instead
of saving time they've merely post-
poned the scientific remedy, which is
the erection of a social order in which
the people will have free access to op-
portunity, in which the large-scale in-
dustries will produce wealth for the
people instead of the capitalists. By
socializing the industries, banks,
systems of communication, insurance
companies, mines, power plants, and
natural resources in general, we put
down the foundations for a social
order which will make possible the
diatribution of goods and services to
all, instead of piling immenge wealth

in the laps of a few and letting the
majority suffer in dire distress. Pov-
erty is our greatest curse, but it can
be cured. The fact that we tolerate
it shows we’re as blind as the poor
people who are really sightless be-
cause of their low economic status.
Poverty is a disease of blindness, as
blindness is a disease of poverty.
L

’lease comment on the statement in
he enclosed clipping, that “yearning
‘or beauty is peculiar to Aryans.”

Baldur von Schirach, presiding at
s Dresden meeting of the “Faith and
Beauty” movement, on January 22,
1939, said the words quoted above.
This means there was no yearning
for beauty among men like Leonardo
da Vinei, Michelangelo, Mendelssohn,
Rodin, Phidias, Dante, Heine, Cellini,
the ereators of Negro spirituals, the
authors of numerous poetic passages
in the Bible, Anatole France, Tchai-
kovsky, Saint Saens,- Goldmark,
Dvorak, the composers of Gypsy
music, Bizet, Massenet, Gorky, Tol-
toy, Chinese craftsmen, Japanese
artists, Berlioz, Chopin, Verdi, Paga-
nini, Cesar Franck, Vietor Hugo,
Voltaire, Lucretius, Epicurus, Ovid,
Sappho of Lesbos, Anacreon, Homer,
Hesiod, Acschylua, Avristophenes,
Sophocles, Pindar, Euripides, Plato,
Aristotle, Plautus, Virgil, Horace,
Omar Khayyam, Francois Villon,
Desideriug Erasmus, Montaigne, Cer-
vantes, Moliere, La Rochefoucauld,
Corneille, La Fontaine, Benedict
Opinoza, Racine, Ienelon, and other
crass barbarians,

LI T
FUNDAMENTALS OF LIBERALISM
Editor: 1. DEMOCRACY: Liberalism
advocates democracy as a. way of life
in which people generally participate
in their affairs, political, social, and eco-
nomic, and in which the common wel-
fare is kent above the selfish interests
of groups and minorities. Democracy ad-
vocates the widest possible diffusion of
a share in the control of common affairs.
Democracy believes “in counting heads

instead of breaking them.”

2. FREEDOM: A society of free and
cooperating persons is the aim of lib-
eralism, Liberalism believes that perms-
anent progress comes only from volun-
tary allegiance. As Gladstone said,
“Liberty alone fits men for liberty.” Or
to quote the late Justice Holmes: “The
ultimate good to be desired is better
reached by free trade in ideas. In the
frank expression of conflicting opinions
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liea the greatest promise of wisdom in
government action” The essence of lib-
eralism, therefore, is a deep concern for
the preservation and enlargement of
liberty.

3. PROGRESSIVE (not revolution-
ary): There is no such thing as an or-
thodox liberalism. Liberalism believes
in rcform and progress; it believes in
leaving the door open to change and ad-
vancement. Liberalism works for order-
ly and gradual changes which can be
brought about by planned endeavor and
t;le conscious direction of human -evolu-
tion,

4..THE OPEN MIND: Liberalism seeks
the continual adjustment of our ideas
to new truths in all fields of thought.
It seeks to keep in tune with advanc-
ing knowledge and changing needs.
The dogmatic mind is a “tight mind.”
It is one of the greatest barriers to
human progress. The dogmatic mind
must have finalities. Infallibilities have
no place in the philosophy of the
Iiberal. Because the liberal cannot make
up his mind about every question he is
accused of being a straddler, when, as
a matter of fact, he is merely of the
open mind and the suspended judgment.

5. FAITH IN INTELLIGENCE: Liber-
alism believes that intelligence and ideas
represent the supreme force in theo set-
tlement of social and economic ques-
tions. Liberalism has faith in disci-
plined inquiry, in the technique of the
laboratory, and in acientific control.
Liberalism believes in the validity of
the cultural claims of life,

6.THE SCIENTIFIC HABIT OF MIND:
Liberalism is scientific and experiment-
al. It represents the scientific habit of
mind in application to human affairs.
“A liberal is a person in whom belief
and judgement dance on evidence?® “A
liberal is a vperson who holds mo belief
or prejudice which he will not or can-
not discard in the face of fact.” Liberal-
iem stands for a free and critieal search
for the truth.

7. TOLERANCE: The liberal believes
that our opinions are not more import-
ant than the svirit and temper with
which they possess us. The liberal’s
point of view is classically expressed
in the words: “I wholly disagree with
what you say but I will defend tn death
your right to say it.” Liberals agree In
their abhorrence of the regimented and
intolerant world of dictatorships.
Kangas City, Ma. L. M. BIRKHEAD
’ LI R
I want to know how many motion pic-
ture theaters we have in the U.S. How
many of these are wired for sound?
Please go back‘a few years.

I find, in my newsclip filing system,
a digest of a report compiled by Na-
than D. Golden, chief of filpa section,

Bureau of Foreien Commerce, De-
partment of Commerce, based on
“trade estimates” at the end of each
year, as follows:

Year Total Sound
1909 9,000

1912 13,000

1915 17,000

1932 19,042 14,000
1933 19,000 15,000
1934 10,143% 10,143*
1935 15,378 15,378
1936 16,258 16,258 °
1937 17,000 17,000

*Based on a Bureau of Census trhde
survey later found to be incomplete.
L3 L3
Can you give me the attendance records
at our movie. theaters for some years

back?

Nathan D. Golden, chief of the film
gection, Bureau of Foreign Commerce,
Department of Commerce, gives the

following attendance estimates
(weekly) for the U.S.:

1922 . 40,000,000
1923 ... 43,000,000
1924 ... e 46,000,000
1925 ... 48,000,000
1926 .. o 50,000,000
192T ot 57,000,000
1928 .. e 65,000,000
1929 ... 95,000,000
1980 o eorn 110,000,000
FT: 13 A 75,000,000
1932 . e 60,000,000
1933 .. 60,000,000
1934 ... 70,000,000
1935 oo e 80,000,000
1936 .. . e 88,000,000
1987 e i i 85,000,000

Supposing I wamtec;14 to ?o to Russia to
work as a skilled worker. How could
I do this?

Yo would have to apply at a Rus-
sian eonsulate for the usual permis-
sion. I doubt that the Soviet Union
is anxious for any kind of workers,
ag its own man-power is ample to
imest ity rieeds. This wasn’t the case
a few years ago, when there was a
seriong shortage of skilled labor and
technicians. However, the .demand
has been supplied through intensive
workers’ education in technical schools
and colleges, and the like. The gov-
ernment now is able to train even
top-ranking engineers, where not so
long ago foreigners had to be brought
in to direet operations, especially in
the heavy industries. If youn aren’t
a Russian and know nothing about
the Russian lapguage, I advise you
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against going there in search of work.
If you feel you simply must find out
for yourself at first hand, let me sug-
gest that you visit the ecountry on a
tourist’s passport, which will give
you opportunities to study the situa-
tion at first hand and learn if there’s
any need for your type of service.
e e o
Pags this Freeman on to your neigh-
bor, after vou’ve read it.
How many industries, arts and profes-
sions are involved in the making of 2
single feature film?
Almost 300.
L R
What percentage of all pictures shown
in the world are produced in America?
Until recently, 70 percent. Restric-
tions imposed by the three great
Faseist powers (Germany, Italy and
Japan) are cutting into this volume
of business.
& R

What’s the annual production of the
motion picture industry? .

The average is 800 feature pic-
tures; 1,000 shorts.

T
ANSWERS TO UNASKED QUESTIONS

Those editors who keep yelling for a
balanced budget are always careful to
say they helieve in taking care of the
needy, but they never fail to bring out
the thought that the surest way to get
the job done is to take it out of the
hides of the unemployed. They ought to
know that that’s the surest way to un-
balance the budget so thoroughly that
it’ll fall in a heap.

Freedom of spoech is more than the
right to wag one’s tongue in endless
chin-music. It’s the mind that first has
to 'have freedom. The tongue is just
the instrument of the mind. Frequently
one can feel free without expressing
an opinion, becanse the mind hasn’t
been quarantined against ideas.

I’ll grant you that mach knowledge is
useless, but I agree with Joseph Wood
Krutch’s notion that such useless knowl-
edge never did anyone any harm,

It’s important to look over our ldcas
now and then in order to find out which
should be chucked out, or brushed over,
or repainted and papered, or left just
as they were. Ever since I began act-
ing like a man of thought Y've taken
for granted you can’t crush ideas by
force. You know how it goes—“Truth
crushed to earth will rise” etc. Today
it occurred to me—during a moment of
inspiration—that I'm not altogether
sure ideas can’t be disposed of that way.
I then spent several minutes wondcr-
ing how many of my most positive ideas

are always taken for granted because
I never go to the trouble of revaluing
them., There’s material for a sermon
here.

We often get the truth from slips of
the tongue., This is shown in the an-
nouncement made by a preacher who
was getting impatient over the small
contributions from the pious souls who
were supposed to show a little more
financial appreciation for the holy bene-
fits imparted to them through his sacri-
ficial efforts, But he rejected pessimism.
He said: “We’ve tried to raise the neces-
sary money in the usual way. We have
tried honestly, Now we are going to see
what a bazaar can do.”

Being little people we’re usually up-
set by little things. John Fothergill, in
his book, “Confessions of an Innkeeper,”
tells of a Roman ingcription giving a
wayfarer’s bill at an inn. “Dinner $1.25-
Wine $3.75—Waitress $6—hay for ass
10c. My God. this ass will be the ruin
of me.”

All anti-Semites agree that the Jews
everywhere puesent a united front.
What a myth! Jews are divided—in re-
ligion, politics, economics, government,
finance, and so on. As the old saying
has it, any two Jews will agree on only
one proposition, and that’s how much
money a third Jew should turn over to
charity.

There’s ne such thing as a Jewish
“type.” Lewis Brownc, in The Virginia
Quarterly Review, Spring, 1939, shows
up the nonsense in this notion of a
Jewish physical type, as follows: “Some
Jews are as dark as Tartars, some are
as fair as Swedes, some are full-blood-
ed Negroes, and some are real Hindus.
Think of Edward G. Robinson and
Mclvyn Douglas, One is short, swarthy,
and typically a Mongol in appearance,
while the other is tall, blond, and as
typically North European. Yet, both
are called Jews. Racially they are no
more akin than the Shah of Persia and
the Duke of Windsor. Think of petite
Luise Rainer and angular Fannie Brice.
All these are known to be Jews, yet, 80
far as ‘blood’ is concerned, the most one
can say is that they are ‘Caucasians’”

When Heinrich Heine, the literary
genius, decided, as a youth, that heo
wanted to become a lawyer he found it
would be necessary for him to. become
a Christian before he could learn this
profeassion., He then turned Christian,
but explained himself this way: “I was
merely baptized, not converted. No Jew
can ever be converted to Christianity,
for no Jew can bring himself to believe
in the divinity of another Jew.” There’s
an element of self-criticism here, for
Jews are given to condemning one an-
other, even though mon-Jews prefer to

hug the delusion that they use only
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buttered verbiage when speaking of one
another. I recall the words of a witty
rabbi, who defined an anti-Semite as “a
person who condemns the Jews more
than is absolutely necessary.” Such
self-criticism is commendable. It proves
willingness - to recognize one’s faults,
for Jews, like all human beings, have
their ghare of faults,

Some non-Jews, in a spirit of friend-
ship, tell their Jewish friends they
shouldn’t stand apart, that they shonld
throw away their superstitious religion.
The facts, of course, show that only a
Jewish minority accepts the Old Testa-
ment. Lewis Browne, who once was a
rabbi but is now a Freethinker, gives
the facts this way: “Here in America,
for example, not one Jew in 10 belongs
to a synagogue, not one in a hundred
adheres strictly to the kosher diet, not
one in a thousand observes the Mosaic
Sabbath. But that has not saved us from
discrimination.”

The trouble with the Jews is that they
are disproportionately active in the mo-
tion picture industry, say certain critics,
Lewis Browne comments on this point,
as follows: “But, in the same way, the
Basques in this country are dispropor-
tionately active in sheep herding, the
Italians dominate in wine making, the
Germans in brewing, the Armenians in
rug dealing, and the Greeks in the res-
taurant business. Is there anything
wicked in that?” Usually at this point
the critic will reply that the situation

in Hollywood is different because it of-]

fers the Jews an opportunity to propa-
gandize in their own behalf. Mr.
Browne takes up this point with dis-
arming frankness, thus: “You will fre-
quently see films which depict a pastor
or a pricst in an heroic role. But have
you ever seen one shedding glory on a
rabbi? For that matter, have you ever
seen one depicting any Jewish character
save in a blatantly comic role?” Mnr.
Browne continues with a shrewd com-
ment on the argument that Jews
are directly responsible for the poor
quality of mest U.S, films. “But,”
asks Mr. Browne, “can you point
to any country which produces better
ones? The German cinema has been
purged of all ‘non-Aryan’ influence, and
look at the result. The current pro-
ductions there are technically so infer-
ior and theatrically so dull that even
the Storm Troopers stay away from
them in hordes. There is only one rea-
-son why Hollywoed is the film capital of
the world. It is because the products
of Hollywood are the best—or, if you
insist—the least bad in the field. And
for that the Jews there should be given
due credit. Apparently, they have a
knack for showmanship—just as the
Swedes have a knack for navigation,

and the Dutch for gardening.” The Jews
have several other knacks—garment
making, diamond merchandising, medi-
cine, law, and music,

A writer refers to George Gershwin
as the Bach of Broadway. He was closer
to being the Offenbach of Broadway.

Tt’s one of my ambitions to write a
piece sometime in which the word
“phantasmagoric” is used.

I haven’t any prejudice against plati-
tudes if they can be made to serve use-
ful ends. Often they do.

g o ok
Please comment on the statement often
made by Theists that the world shows
there is a Divine ‘Purpose at work,

Bertrand Russell, who specializes
in tearing to shreds the arguments of
Theists, writes, in his book, “The
Scientific Outlook,” (page 130):

“If indeed the world in which we
Iive has been produced in accord-
ance with a Plan, we shall have to
reckon Nero a saint in comparison
with the Author of that Plan, For-
tunately, however, the evidence of
Divine Purpose is non-existent; so
at least one must infer from the
fact that no evidence is adduced by
those. who believe in it. We are,
therefore, spared the necessity for
that attitude of impotent hatred
which every brave and humane man
would otherwise be called upon to
adopt toward the Almighty Ty-
rant.” .

Let me, at this point, answer those
readers who wonder how I'm able to
produce so many apt quotations from
the books I've read during the -past
30 or more years. I'm able to do this
by using simple, inexpensive tabs,
which I attach to the pages that con-
tain gtatements I’m surve I'll want to
use in the future. I make these tabs
so I can write a few words on them,
which make it easy for me to find
the quotation in a few seconds. One
must work out an orderly system if
much work’s to be done. I'll be glad
to explain thisg system in more detail
some other time.

L3 A

Editor: 1 was amused by your ser-
monizing on happiness; some of i
sotinded strikingly similar to passages
from Mary Eddy’s “Science and Health.”
“Nothing conduces so directly to happi-
ness as cheerfulness.” Tt's just as
simple as that! Of course, I know the
two words don’t mean quite the same
thing even if such a malicious thought
does pop into onc’s hcad at first. Cheér-
fulness is an outward manifestation
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which can be simulaied in the total ab-
gsence of happiness, at least by most of
us. And then a greater or lesser de-
gree of happiness may, in consequence,
supervene, That principle, of course, is
the one applied by Christian Scientists
and other faith healers and it is the
thing which, to us materialists, makes
them 80 exasperalingly successful at
times, And then, “ .. the human heart,
which is so easily agitated, never beats
more peacefully than in the natural ac-
tivity of vigorous yet satisfying work.”
Absolutely true, to be sure. But at the
risk of appearing “goopy” I cannot re-
frain from remarking that precisely for
that reason our well-nigh universal
state of unhappiness is readily explain-
able. It need only be remembered that
some 15 or 20 million of us haven’t
any work at all, being either at the
useless poor end of the social scale or
else at the worse than useless parasitic
rich end. Now, of course, the rest of
us are saddled with the happy job of
supporting these drones and, to make
matters still happier, for reasons com-
pletely beyond our control—that is as
individuals—a good deal more than half
of those who do the world’s useful
work are square pegs in round holes.
And, to top it all off in the interest
of gcneral happincss, very much of
this so-called useful work is really use-
less, or worse, positively harmful. Such
a situation, to say the least, is highly
conducive to making % .. the cultiva-
-tion and the wise use of all our powers
the supreme ideal and end of our
lives, . . .”

But there’s still another angle to the
matter: the main source of happiness
of many of us comes from actually cul-
tivating a cheerless outlook. That.
yow’ll doubtless say, is about the last
word in goopiness, and I'll readily agree.
But it’s a fact, nevertheless; I'll leave
the explanation for it to the psycholo-
gists., Maybe it’s an adaptation to an
environment that appears impossible
and that it is, therefore, abnormal; per-
haps it’s akin to sadism. In that event
it would disappear in a sane social set-
up. But it’s here, and many of us
“normal” ones occasionally fall into its
moods temporarily. At such times and
for such individuals a counsel of cheer-
fulness is an affront with potentialities
for homicide.

Tll sum up my reactions to all hap-
piness philosophies thus: compared to
what happiness can, and doubtless some
day will, be in this world, I doubt that
we, today, are getting even within hail-
ing distance of it. ;

1 had set down the thoughts in the
preceding paragraphs tentatively, with
some doubt that I would use them
Then I came to that gem of a quotation
from Spencer about “Whoever hesitates

to utter,” etc.: you are having inflicted
on you, therefore, a letter that if not un-
usually long is perhaps unusually trying
on your patience. Therefore just let me
add here that, while I scoffed irrever-
ently at your happiness formulas, the
column you wrote immediately follow-
ing them, in answer to the query as to
why you continue to offcnd pcople by
saying things that are years ahead of
their time, was easily the most inspired
and inspiring thing I'd read in years.
Yet, even that piece was capped by the
closely following quotation from San-
tayana which had to do with the alleged
pains of materialistic disillusionment.
All in all, Pd say that this July issue
of The Freeman, and especially the.
third page, was one of the best yet,

Maplewood, Mo. . % C. A, LANG,

“Thanks for your belated answer to
my question about the future of your
publications, that is, after you go to the
Blysian Ficlds—in a cigar box! (I
pray Yawveh, delay that day.) I'm think-
ing, however—with the utmost respect
for your children, whom I'd like very.

' much to know—that they’re not likely

ever to be able to fill your shoes. Edu-
cation? Of course. But not the sort
needed to run The Freeman and edit
books. That sort. of ecducation ecan
probably be acquired only in the way
you got it; and I can see that it goes
way back to pre-Girard days. So if I
outlive you I’'m quite resigned to wit-
nessing the extinction of the H-J press,
at least as we now know it. That’s one
thing yow’re going to take with you.,”—
Reader.

Are employers usnally opposed to the
unionization of their plants?

The only survey I know of was con-
ducted by Fortune magazine, in Jan-
uary, 1939, according to an item in
my newsclip filing system. The ques-
tion that was asked executives fol-
lows:

“Do you think it is wise or fool-
ish for the management of business
to try to keep unions from organiz-
ing in their plants?”

The replies:

WHEE o vneiit i 28.2%
Foolish ....................... 55.1
Don’t know ..................0. 16.7
Intelligent employers are about
convinced (and the above survey

shows the actual figures) that the’
day of the open shop is gone forever.
Of course, there are many diehards,
but their days are numbered. Execu-
tives, and the public generally, have
come around to the view that workers
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have as much right to organize into
unions as employers have to form
associations, chambers of commerce,
and the like. One of the great things
done by John L, Lewis was to go out
and organize millions of unskilled
workers, the kind of ‘toilers who
ugually were overlooked by the older,
conservative, and sometimes reac-
tionary, AF. of L. It would be folly
to say that the employers welcomed
Lewis’ activity, but when they real-
ized the movement was here to stay
the majority bowed to conditions, so
that now, according to the survey
referred to above, we find ‘business
executives, in the main, more open-
minded to unionism.

e
Please compare the U.S.S.R.s air trans-
port with the U.S.A,

rector of the New School for Social
Research, N.Y.C., these organizations
claim 6,000,000 adherents, but he
credits them with about half that
many members, which certainly is
bad enough. Dr. Johnson writes: “We
are dunces if we refuse to face the
menace of anti-Semitism, weaklings
if we fail to supply our resources in
combating it.” I agree with that
statement. We should, as he warns,
recognize the evil and then stand up
and ﬁght By fighting I haven’t in
mind violent action. We supporters
of toleration, democracy and free-
dom don’t have to resort to violence
in order to counter the propaganda
of the hate-mongers. We can, as I've

1938, give the following comparisons
between aviation in the Soviet Union

Official figures, ag of January 1,'and the United States:
Air Transport in U.S.S.R. and U.S.A.

Length of CARRIED Extent of

airlines in (TONS) commercial
Country miles Passengers Mail Freight loading (%)
U.S.S.R. 65,888 211,787 9,188,100 36,885,300 869%
U.S.A. 63.973 1,2(;’7.580 10£00,000 4,046,900 569

Please give me the story sources of
our motion picture industry, covermg
originals, books, plays, or magazines.

The only figures I can find in my
newselip filing system is a table pre-

Also the cost, Please cover the last few{ pared by Theatre Patrons, Inc., New

years, Haven, Conn., as follows:
STORY SOURCES

Total Originals DBooks Plays Magazines Cost Average Cost
1935 614 312 222 73 7 $3,070,000 $5,000
1936 901 497 170 67 167 4,505,000 5,000
1937 648 3990 104 75 79 2,240,000 5,000
1938* 503 289 145 28 41

¥To December 1st. :
s %

How many definitely antl-Jewish organ-| s5aid before, work togelher quielly

izations are there in the U.S.?

There are 800 organizations in the
U.S. which include anti-Semitism in
their programs, The most active are:
the Rev, Gerald B. Winrod’s outfit in
Wichita, Kans.; Father Coughlin’s
activitics; Silver Shirts; Defenders
of the Christian Faith; Industrial
Defense Association; American Na-
tionalist Confederatlon James True
Associates; Knightg of the White
Camellia; the German-American
Bund. I have, in many articles, com-
mented on the activities of the above,
and intend to continue such work so
long as our country is menaced by
such dangerous, fascistic propaganda.
According to Dr. Alvin Johnson, di-

and efficiently to build up a powerful
anti-Fascist press. Tremendous en-
gines of publicity can do much to
millify the eampaigns of our Faseists.
We mustn’t forget that we are faced
by what Dr. Johnson calls a “motley
array that has been wailing for years
for a Hitler to come and organize
them into a unified power.” While
they’re waiting, we believers in the
American Constitution and the Bill
of Rights should make financial and
other gacrifices in the drive to estab-
lish institutions that will stand like
stone walls against the rising tide
of racialism and Brutalitarianism.
Dr, Johnson, who is_head of the fa-

|- mous University in Exile, in N.Y.G.,
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classifies the methods of anti-Semitie
propaganda, as follows:

“For the average timid soul,
identification of the Jews with the
Reds. For the romantic moron, the
grand conspiracy of the Elders of
Zion. For the blase society lady,
the fake letter of Benjamin Frank-
lin. For the anti-New Dealer, a

catalogue of government posts held
by Jews under the New Deal and
‘proof’ that obnoxious New Deal
measures were devised by Jews, For
the small businessman, assertions
that the great corporations destroy-
ing him are controlled by Jews. For
the Fundamentalist, blood ritual
whisperings. For the Souhern gen-
tlemen, identification of the Jew:
with Negro domination. Nothing
for the parlor anti-Semitic, who
hates the Jew on his own, to the
admiration of his women folk.”

While on this subject of anti-Semi-
tism, let me answer questions from a
few of my readers anxious to get
light on this difficult problem. Some
have asked me if the AFL and CIO

are anti-Jewish. I'm able to say defi-|
nitely that these two great labor or-}

ganizations are free of such bias.
They know how the Fasclsts every-
where (who always are labor-haters)
include anti-Semitism in their pro-
grams as a smoke.sereen to hide

their designs against organized la).b:or- ‘
The Jew is always a convenient|

scapegoat when union-haters are out
to crush labor. Others ask if the
farmers are anti-Semitic. They’re
not. Their organizations never give
sapport to racial prejudice,
are strong defenders of democracy
and freedom of speech, press, ete.
And then, I'm asked, what kind of
women join the Jew-baiters? They’rzs
not the average woman, by any
means. Ag Dr. Johnson says in his
report, the female anti-Semites usual-
ly come from the ranks of the fluffy
suburbanites “who fear that a Jew-
ish family might move into their en-
vironment and disturb their knitting
raptures.” How about the unem-
ployed? Are they given to race bait-
ing? Not so you ean notice it, though
many of them have received leaflets
containing: “You haven’t got a job.
Who’s got it? A Jew. How do_you
like it?” The least bit of thinking
shows the unemployed worker that
the Jew isn’t to blame for his unfor-
tunate condition. If anything, the

They |

f .
| seminalion

average unemployed man or woman
(if properly led) ig ready to stand
with unemployed Jews and others to
help bring about conditions that will
remove the social roots of unemploy-
ment, The next leaflet of the Jew-
baiters may criticize the “Jewish”
New Deal policy of relief. As Dr.
Johnson remarks, “that was intend-
ed for another group, but literature
gets mixed in a society like ours.”
We should rememher at all times
that anti-Semitism is a weapon used
by people who have aims far beyond
the persecution of a small minority.

Here we get sound words again from

Dr, Johnson, as follows:

“Anti-Semitism enabled Hitler to
overthrow the German democracy.
But it was a weak democracy,
forced upon a defeated people who
had never had the opportunity to
develop democrats, and without real
democrats, democracy is a mere
book definition. It was a democracy
sore with defeat, repeatedly hu-
miliated and mistreated by the vic-
tors. Given a similar situation of
defeat and humiliation, of indemni-
ties, inflation, the destruction of
every hope of modest security, we
could turn Nazi, too, and undounbt-
edly our designing Hitler would
seize upon endemic anti-Semitism as
one of his chief sources of
strength.”

That’s why I say so often that the

"best way for Americans to fight
: Fascism (though by no means ths
' only way) is to meet the arguments

of the anti-Semiteg through the dis-
of sovund, informative,
truth-telling literature. Dr. Johnson,
in his useful report, refers to the fact
that there are forces making for the
increase in anti-Semitism in our coun-
try, but he adds the constructive
thought that there are also forces
making for its abatement. His words
here are worth studying:

“In this country, fortunately, the
conditions that give color to anti-
Semitism are abating. The vast im-
migrant groups from Eastern Eu-
rone are now passing on into the
third ceneration on Amecrican soil:
Yiddish speech and Yiddish eclan-
_nishness are giving way. The con-
centration of Jews in merchandising
and the white-collar trades is gradu-
ally but surely breaking up. We
have a fair beginning of a move-
ment of Jews to the soil. The num-
ber of Jewish farmers is still un-
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determined, but there are certainly
16.000, on the whole succeeding well,
and there are many stirrings to in-
dicate an increasing movement to
the land. A quarter of the union
carpenters of New York City are
Jews; a fifth of the electrical work-
ers; nearly half the painters and
paperhangers; half the plasterers;
nearly half the plumbers and steam-
fitters; more than half the sheet-
metal workers. These are the union
figures. The point is that the un~
healthy concentration in commercial
pursuits forced upon the Jews by
the Old World anti-Semitism, itself
operating to infensify anti-Semi-
tism, is gradually breaking up here.
People still say, to be sure, ‘You
never see a Jewish artisan or farm-
er.” Parrots will still be saying that
a generation hence.

“It behooves us, as good Ameri-
can citizens, to set about building
a bridge of understanding between
the two groups, Jewish and Chris-
tian. By good modern practice, a
bridge is always begun from both
sides of the river simultaneously.

“It is wise not to presume on
fate, at least so long as there is
something we can do ourselves, If
is still open to us to form an en-
gineering organization representing
both groups, to discuss frankly,
without reservations or tabu, ways
and means for softening the edges
of inter-group conflict, of clearing
away inter-group misunderstanding.
At least we owe it to our demo-
cratic civilization. to do something

other ideals than Fascism—it’s de-
mocracy we want—law and or-
der, free citizenship, fair play to
all minorities, free press, free speech,
free worship, love of humanity in-
stead of hatred for helpless minor-
ities, tolerance, jobs as free workers,
unionism, cooperation, and a full
brcad-basket. With Abraham Lin-
coln, let’s say:

“] have faith in the people; let
them know the truth and the coun-
try is safe.”

That’s our job, as anti-Fascists.
We must make it our job as demo-
craty to bring the truth to the peo-
ple, for in the truth rests the coun-
try’s safety. And what’s more effec-
tive and wide-reaching than the out-
pourings of a free, independent, pro-
gressive, unsubsidized press? There
iy the foundation-stone of our liber-
ties. We musl remember that fact,
for without it we’re lost. We have
it in our power to build up a tremen-
dous presg dedicated to the truth—
the truth that Lincoln said will save
the country. Let’s not shirk., As Dr.
Johnson said: WE CAN.TRY,

Lel's lislen to Theodore Roosevelt,
another great American who always
took a stand against racial prejudice
of any kind, Here are his powerful
words—wordg that mean much to us
in these trying, difficult times:

“We are opposed ... to any

more than denounce and wring our
hands. We can try.”

Yes, Dr. Johnson is right-—we can

digcrimination against or for a man
because of his creed. We demand
that all citizens, Protestant and

Catholic, Jew and gentile, shall
have their rights guaranteed them.
There can be no fifty-fifty Ameri-
canism in this country. ... Ameri-
canism is a question of spirit, con-
viction and purpose, not- of creed
or birthplace.” i

That’s the spirit we want to pre-
serve. That’s the true and real Amer-
ica. Let’s keev it*that way.

L3

try. There’s no reason why we should
stand by and wring our hands in de-
spair. We don’t want the evils of
Fascism, but mere wishful thinking
isn’t enough. We need action, not
verbiage. If we don’t meet our re-
gpongibilities we’ll be forced to ac-
cept the things we don’t want-—con-
centration camps, purges, forced la-
bor, conscript armies, mob violence,
censored newspapers, controlled edu-
cation, controlled thinking, race
hatred, dictators, goose-steps, ag-
gression, torture, persecution, hate-
mongering, militarism, and, finally,
WAR. We don’t want these things.
Let’s try to keep them out of our
country by fighting against the vari-
ous objectives of Fascism, not the
least of which is anti-Semitism.
We will stand together and work
together because we believe in

Editor: Your article in the July, 1939,
issue of The Freeman on the rights of
the Nazis to destroy democracy is ex-
tremely disappointing. Obviously the
examples of Austria, Czechoslovakia,
Spain (where that idea has been in
effect) means nothing to you. .

The only reason that these countries
were congquered by Fascism is because
they were first undermined by the Nazis
and Fascists, their friends in the gov-
ernment, and some capitalists. They are
the shock traops, the advance scouts of
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the main army of Germany, Italy, and
Japan,

If Franco had been stopped before he
began his revolt, Spain would now be
free and democratic. If Konrad Henlein
had not been permitted to Nazify the
Sudetens, Czechoslovakia would now be
a free state.

The Soviet Union got rid of all her
fifth columnists, and many experts agree
that she is the strongest nation in the
world. .

The American Communists have al-
ways advocated that we get rid of our
fifth columnists., What kind of a gener-
al would allow the enemy to advance
well within his lines and capture vital
ground before attempting to fight back?
That’s exactly what you and the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties IInion advacate.

The only sane way to fight Fascism is
by FIGHTING it, by passing bills direct-
ly against Fascists and Nazis, by not per-
mifting them to hald meetings ar dis-
tribute literature, by banning their or-
ganizations, and deporting their foreign
leaders.

New York City JOHN BIRMINGHAM
LI

“I had to laugh at your listing of
various headaches occasioned by can-
tankerous aquestioners. Unlike some of
the opposite sort who are considerate
enough to write ‘no answer expected,’
I've never done that; I've just assumed
that youwd know I had enough sense
for that. But that isn’t denying that
I've gotten much satisfiaction out of
your frequent brief notes even while 1
_ realized that you couldn’t possibly do
that with all of your correspondents.”—

Reader.
L B .

“Your series of Lecture-Outlines is
one of the most beneficial services con-
ceivable, to me, that any publisher could

" render the reading public—and listen-
ing public! 1 congratulate you, and may
this be but the beginning of your many
lecture-outlines. to follow.”—Paul A.
Baldwin, Co-ordinator, Lexington Publi¢
Schools, Lexington, Miss.

L

How do the German people like the
“ersatz” suits the Nazis make them
wear? ,

They love ’em—when a brown-shirt
waves a length of rubber-hose over
them. But in private they cuss, be-
cause they know wool is the ideal
raw material for a suit of clothes
while wood pulp can’t do anything
but disappoint. The money saving is
slight, while the service they get
from an “ersatz” (substitute) suit
isn’t very far from zero. Berliners,
according to the United Dress, ,are
laughing over a jokester’s amusing

way of spoofing the wood fabric. He
doped out a phony bill, like this:

Woodman & Co., 205 Forest Ave..
Bill for Theophilus Bleat,

Marks
1. Suit material chopped down 50
2. Branches ftrimmed off .. ... 10
3. Material planks stained .10
4. Jacket sawed and nailed ... 35
5. Lapels screwed on and hinged 25
6. Collar poliched ... ... . . . _. 7
7. Trousers stained and
bished ............... y 38
8. Buttonheles bored .......... 10
9. Pockets chiseled out ....... 10
10. Wages for mounting ....... 5

(Reforestation 10 percent extra.
If suit sprouts in Spring please cut
off shoats and keep _ them for
patches.) :

The latest story that’s going the
rounds in Nazi Germany, according
to The New Republic, reports a con-
versation between an enthusiastic
Hitlerite and a friend of his, an in-

habitant of the Netherlands. The
conversation:
Says .the German: “Why don’t

you get yourselves a Fuehrer like
us? Youd have prosperity then—
factories going full tilt, everybody
busy.” To which the Hollander re=~
plied: ,

“Well, perhaps you are right.
-Maybe if we had a Hitler we would
have better employment, factory
chimneys smoking, But then again
—if somebody knocks on my -door
at 4 o’clock in.the morning, I know
it is the milkman.”

Editor: My sorrow is inexpressible at
the passing of my very dear, personal
friend and chief counsel, Frank P.
Walsh. I doubly grieved because I have
not seen him since my liberation, and
was looking forward with great delight
to meeting him in New York City,
where 1 shall be going in a few weeks
for the first meeting of a series that
will take me all over the United States,
and where it was our plan to have
Frank Walsh as one of the speakersg at
our meeting in Madison Square Garden.

One great consolation is the fact that
he at least lived long enough to see his
noble services in the Mooney case
crowned with glorious success in my
liberation and vindication on January 7,
1939.

Sixteen years ago, before the Hon.
‘W. Bourke Cockran (chief counsel at my
trial) passed away, he made the request
of Frank P. Walsh that he take up and
carry on the burden thus far borne by
Cockran, to bring about my Vind‘i{ation
and liberation. Immediately upon the
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death of Bourke Cockran, Mr., Walsh
volunteered his services and gave gener-
ously and unstintingly of.his great legal
talents and his financial resources until
I was liberated. And, all during our
struggle, at no time did Mr, Walsh ever
receive a single penny, either as a fee
for his services or expenses, in connee-
tion with the great and noble services
that he rendered us, and on more than
one occasion he made direct, generous
financial contributions to the defense
fund so that the work might go on.

In the passing of Frank P. Walsh,
mankind and particularly the common
people have lost ome of their great
friends and champions. He had a pro-
found and deep, sympathetic under-
standing of the labor movement, and
gave of hig time and talents an many
a crucial occasion to effect a solution
of the many perplexing problems that
confronted it. Throughout his lifetime he
devoted ‘himself unselfichly to public
service,

He served his country in many high
places. In 1912, President Wilson ap-
pointed him as Chairman of the United
States Industrial Relations Commission
of nine, three representing the public,
three representing labor, and a like
number reprcesenting capital. This com-
migsion toured the entire United States
and held 25 important hearings in the
largest centers of the country, to de-
termine the causcs of industrial unrest
and the remedies therefor. During the
World War, President Wilson also ap-
pointed him as Joint Chairman, with
ex-President William Howard Taft, of
the United States War Labor Board.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, when
Governor of New York State, appointed
him Chairman of the Now York State
Power Authority. He held many other
public offices during his lifetime, He
was one of the foremost advocates in
America of ahsgolute independence for
Ireland.

In the passing of Frank Walsh, Amer-
ica has lost one of its foremost citizens,
mankind one of its truest friends.

San Francisco, Calif, TOM MOONEY

Wherever I go 1 hear bankers and busi-
ness leaders in general rail at the
President for getting us into debt to
the tune of $40,000,000,000. They say
31;5 country can’t go on that way. Can

I don’t want to rehash the numer-
ous pieces I've written aboutt our
national debt. If interested readers
will look up my articles in my vol-
umes of questions and answers (all
carefully indexed) they’ll find I’ve
considered every argument and offer-
ed sincere comments. However, I

shouldn’t close this paragraph with-
out calling attention to one aspect
of the problem which our business
leaders never discuss but which has
bearing on the controversy. The peo-
ple who wsay the U.S. government
can’t go on with a $40,000,000,000
debt make themselves ridiculous, for
we could still be solvent if the debt
were three times that gize, as I've
shown before. They forget the ob-
vious, and overwhelming, fact that
business—corporate and private—has
never taken a pessimistic view of
business debts, Statistics show that
corporate and private debts total
about $200,000,000,000—five times the
size of our national debt—and yet
these “leaders” howl about going
broke. Businessmen have never
locked on debt ag an evil, so long as
the borrowed money is used construc-
tively. They may deny that the Fed-
eral government has used the peo-
ple’s money constructively, but I be-
lieve I've shown several times that
we citizens have received value for
the money the government has spent.
1 don’t want to go into that now. Let

the howling bankers and business
leaders clean up their own debts—$5
for each dollar owed by Uncle Sam—
and we’ll look on them as sincere

crities.

L R H
Can one Congress outline a policy in
such a form that it commits a subse- -
quent Congress?

No. President Roosevelt called at-
tention to this fact during his press
conference on January 20, 1939,

d K ¥
Is it true that homosexuals are unusual-
ly fond of perfumes?

Yes. Adolf Hitler keeps 20 kinds
of fancy perfumes handy wherever
he stays. )

L

A NEW LOW

The Kansas City Star, May 8, 1939,
ran an, AP story on the announcement
that Italy and Germany had decided to
become allies in a formal military pact.
The Star’s headline said: “Italy Ap-
parently Is Leaning Away from French
Friendship.” '

L S .

What’s the cost of book-match color
covers, including the cost of four-color
process plates?

In large quantities, 26¢ per 1,000.
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