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Dr. Isaac coldbefg—custfﬁl‘. Critic of the Arts

By courtesy of The Boston Transcript.
Dr.. Isaac Goldlber who died in Brookline, Mass,, recently, was, for
many years, a warm frlend of the Haldeman-Julius Publications, He wro*be
many reviews, essays and books on music, literature, art, philosophy, inter-
national affairs, the theater, and other subjects, which won for their author
‘the enthusiastic praise of discriminating and informed readers. His life was
spent in enriching culture and gcholarship. ‘He always fought for enlighten-
ment, the dissemination of knowledge, tolerance, international amity, de-
, mocracy, freedom, and progressive social order based on an emanclpated
working class, : ) .
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ISAAC GOLDBERG 1S DEAD

Dr, Isaac Goldberg, well known author
and critic, died of a heart ailment in
his home at 16 Gardner Rd., Brookline,
Mass., on July 13, 1938, at the age of
50. He leaves his widow, the former
Elsie Freida Hovick, of Brooklyn,

A life-long Rationalist and - Free-
thinker, Dr. Goldberg arranged in ad-
vance for a non-religious funeral. Ser-
vices devoid of all religious connotations
were conducted by a close friend of the
deceased, Dr. Abraham Myerson, Boston
psychiatrist. In this he was thoroughly
consistent with his numerous writings
in support of Skepticism and Material-
ism.

In 1911, Harvard University accorded
him a master of arts degree. In 1912,
Dr. Goldberg received Harvard’s Ph.D.,
specializing in Spanish and Portugucsc
literature. In 1932, he was awarded a
Guggenheim Fellowship to prepare a
history of the literature of Spanish and
Portuguese Amecrica. While doing this
work he served as a special lecturer at
Harvard on Hispano-American litera-
ture, one of his favorite subjects.

Dr. Goldberg was a prolific writer,
turning out numerous large and small
books, magazine articles, newspaper re-
views, translations from Yiddish, Italian,
German, Spanish and DPortuguese, and
a constant flood of carefully-thought-out
criticisms. For more than 10 years he
wrote book reviews for the HALDEMAN-
JULIUS WHEKLY.

Specializing in biography, Dr. Gold-
berg wrote books about H. L. Mencken,
George Jean Nathan, Gilbert and Sulli-
van, Lola Montez, Mordecai Manuel
Noah, Havelock Ellis, and others. In
addition, he was, for years, an import-
ant contributor to my library of small
volumes, the following being only a
part of his titles:

Havelock Ellis’ Plea for a Sane Sex
Life; Jazz Music—What It Is and
Meansg; Gilbert and Sullivan Opera
Guide Book; How to Understand Richard
Wagner; How to Enjoy Rabelais’ Lusty
Humor; H. L. Mencken—Anti-Christ;

How to Enjoy Good Music; How to En-

joy Good Reading; Harmony Self
Taught; How to Enjoy Orchestra Music;
Italian Self Taught; and How to Ae-
quire Good Taste.
Among my

Dr. Goldberg did:

George Gershwin and American Music;
The So-Called Protocols of the FElders
of Zion; -Joseph ‘McCabe—Fight for
Freethought; Mussolini Exposed: What
Does the Catholic Church Want in
America; Music for Everyman; Back-
sliders ‘to God; Dictatorship Over the
Intellect; The Sexual Life of Man,
Woman and Child: and Panorama. Just

larger-sized volumes,

before he died, Dr. Goldberg finished a
large book which I plan to release under
the title of “What You Laugh At—and
Why.”

In his writings, Dr. Goldberg never
compromised his principles. He never
wrote a  line intended to injure the
philosophy that would free the people
from.the shackles of the supernatural,
His pen was always ready (o serve So-
cialism, Freethought, democracy, liber-
alism, and public enlightenment in gen-
eral. He hated the hate-mongers, anti-
Semltles, race-balters, Fasclsts, and the
other foreés in today’s life that would
move humanity back to the level of the
Dark Ages.

The progressive viewpoint has lost a
gifted and fearless friend. :

As his editor, I soon learned to trust
his scholarship and integrity, Though 1
worked with him for about 23 years—
during which time we exchanged hun-
dreds of letters—I never had the pleas-
ure of meeting Dr. Goldberg personally.
Among the last things he wrote—prob-
ably the very last—was a short note to
me suggesting that I do my autobiogra-
phy. .

The old-timers are slipping away. A
few months ago it was Clarence Dar-
row. A few years ago Maynard Shipley
I(:‘,ut down his pen. And now it’s Isaac

oldberg. But the cause of Freethought,
Freedom and Progress will never be
lacking in servants. New ones will arise
to carry the banners of Rationalism.
The struggle 48 endless. The supply of
leaders must also be endless.

The above is all too objective, which, I
insist, is caused by the fact I never
knew Goldberg personally. I never. even
had a fair idea of what he looked like,
whetler he was tall or short, fat or
lean, lusty or lugubrious. I find in the
BOSTON TRANSCRIPT, (July 16, 1938)
—a paper for which Goldberg did a
greal deal of critical wrliting on music,
literature and  the theater during 25
years—an estimate of our dead author,
written by a friend who knew him well.
Mr. Moses Smith, editor of the music
page of the TRANSCRIPT, heads his
piece “Scholar and Gentleman,” from
which T quote:

An appreciation of the character,.
talents -and accomplishments -of ra
distinguished person, recently de-
ceased, is supposed by all the con-
ventions to be impersomnal and ob-
jeetive in -outlook by the time it
finds its way into the public prints.
But I find it difficult and almost
pointless to write in that way about
‘Dr. ¥saac Goldberg, who died at ‘his
house in Brookline two days-age. I
cannot understand why one shonld
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conceal one’s friendship, especially
since that relation. so frequently; il-
luminatcs, as in the present case,
the public achievements. of a man.

To know Ike Goldberg was to ex-
perience intensely those qualities
in his writings which had a marked
influence on: the culture of his time
and scene and by which he will be
remembered. He was a courageous,
zestful, remarkably well-inforimed.
and singularly uninhibited. critie—
in the fullest. meaning. of that word
—of life and the arts. He could. no
more separate. life from art than
from physiological- functions. For

. him, indeed, art was a function of
living, and living was an art. Those
things, I think, are apparent from
the books he left hehind and: from
his extensive writings for periodi-
cals and, briliiantly through a: quar-
ter of a century, for the columns. of
the Transcript,

His enormous culture, covering
an. almost- infinite variety of fields,
lrad vitality. There was nothing
fake or pseudo. or dilletantish about
it.. He knew how. ta. extract: the full
savoer. from. his cultural. pursuits,
but, he. was never the intellectual. or
aesthetic gourmet, Whatever he. did
and whatever, he knew seemed. to
have been related to the rest in his
consclousness. He was a fu]l man
in. the Baconian sense. . . .

Becanse he: had: neither the. taste
nor. the. talent for conventional
effusiveness. he seemed, on first ac-
quaintance, a. man: difficult. to. get to
know. Actually, one soon. discovered
that the.path to his heart and brain
was direct. For he was interested in
the substance of knowledge and of.
friendship and- of the things by
which. we set store, mot in. super-
ficies. or mannerisms, He despised
pretense and was impatient with
non-entity. But he. had, the. soul. of
a. democrat, - &

Editor, The American Freeman:

Your comments on Sir Arthur Keith’s
remark about war being a necessary bio-
logical' pruning: hook provoked. me to
some. uncrthodox reflections. '

It may. be that both you (with Dar-
win) and. Sir Arthur are right. It all
depends on, what you mean hy “fit.”

Parenthetically, it may be remarked,
to begin with, that the idea that any
kind of a pruning hook “necessarily”
existy carries with it a suggestion of
Deity, Fate, a. Guiding Spirit or what
not, which oversees the deve.opment of
all life. And this feeling is implied even
if the idea of such a “necessity” is

The sooner that this lurking tendency
to think in such unhealthy patterns is
overcome the sooner it will- be possible
to: demsmstrate worthwhile fitness, first,
by outmoding war—wnose “inevitabile
ity,” at least im part, is also traceable to
such. mental back-sliding—and secondly
by. doing something really grand in con-
sciously fashioning man’s further evo-
‘Tution. )

Darwin, of course, was absolutely
right when, in considering fitness in
terms of stature, robustness, etc., he
spoke of war’s tendency to enfeeble the
race. As I have remarked on other oc-
‘casions, it is the greatest of wonders,
in view of war’s perverse prunings, that
the race is yet as healthy as it is.

But if, continuing the blundering, in-
‘sensate methed of the past, it finally
happens that an ignorant, shrieking
horde under the leadership of a few
blatant maniacs crushes to earth a dod-
dering democracy, and though that
horde remains: as it is- to the end of
time, it will have to. be admitted, no
‘matter what may have been thought of
the fitness of the lost culture, that it
:nevertheless. is lost. The horde, bio-
logically speaking, will: have been the
fittest, even though all  that remains of
it after the struggle is a. race of mis-
shapen, diseased and perverted. gnomes.
In that. sense Sir Arthur will have heen
right though. I doubt that he would
care for that: sort of a. vindication,

On. the other hand if democracy is
teventoally. trimmphant it will be be-
cause it: has. proven its fitness by out-
Nropagandizing Fascism or, if driven
‘to.  that extremity, by outfight-
ing- it. Success, in either instance,
‘will be premised: on. the ability of the
rather diverse. manifestations of that
democracy to formulate a workable, uni-
‘fied: program for that purposc; some-
thing which. just: how seems not any too
hopeful, to.say the most. And it is not
at all certain that under all: circum-
atances right—whatever that is—must
((“fittingly”) triumph nor, that brain is
fitter than brawn—or the reverse—;
the victor will kave a fit combination ’
of' the two.

. The dinosaurs weype the fittest under
‘certain  conditions, The conditions
changed: and! man. is their final and fitter
successor. If> conditions. change again
it ig; inevitable that- man will be altered
by, them. That. is, if: ke is fittingly res
gilient enough. to do:so; if he is. not he
will perish no. matter hew lit he may
then consider himself, Maybe, judged
by present standards, the change will be

an improvement, maybe not. But in
any case it will be an adaptation which

‘given expression by the most hard-boil- | Will: have proven fittest.

ed' and realistic of scientists,

At first glance it may seem far-fetch-
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ed to say that war, one of man’s own
creations, can be such an altexing force
of nature. But if man does not suc-
ceed in overcoming those faults in his
own personality and in his social or-
ganizations which alone make war pos-
sible, then war is as inexorably and as
terribly a fashioning force of nature—
deriving from defects in his own nature
—as . is the imperceptably slow spread
of a polar ice-cap or the sudden isola-
tion of an area of land.

The ultimate measure of man’s fit-
ness in the scheme of things is the de-
gree to which he is able to control the
sceme in which he finds himself to the

~end that it yields him the greatest pos-
sible amount of happiness. And that is
a vast, and as yet largely unattained,
order because it involves the need of
proving his fitness by sooner or later
. mastering himself, R
C. A. LANG

Maplewood, Mo.

“The press quotes Cardinal O’Connell
(April 29, 1938) as saying, “Catholic
women should war on indecent dress,
plays, movies, books and magazines.
... Don’t go near the movies, or the
talkies. You must do without them if
you want to save your soul. ... As
there is something queer in seeing an
effeminate man, it is equally queer to
find a mannish woman. There is some-
thing abnormal in a woman attempting
to dress up in man’s clothes. To my
mind it’s abhorrent.” It probably didn’t
occur to the cardinal that it’s just as
queer to many of us to see men dressed
in women’s robes. And if he’s looking
for the abmormal, what of the unnat-
ural mode of life of priests, monks and
nuns?”—W, Matthews, Del,

L 3
Did yon ever encounter any comment
on the reason why, in Hoover’s recent
tour of Europe’s capitals, Moscow was
omitted?

Lord ‘erbert *oover could have gone
to the Soviet Union had he wanted
to, but he preferred to stay away,
thus giving himself more time to hob-
nob with the Fascists and Nazis. The
Right Honorable ‘erbert 'oover didn’t
want to have to go through the mis-
erable experience of seeing how the
Russians were . making tremendous
progress in building up their country
and advancing industrialization at an
almost frantic pace. Tt was ’erbert
himself, while President, who rejected
the chance to recognize the Soviet
Union diplomatically with the re~
mark that all of Russia didn’t have:
the mineral wealth of the State of
Montana, s sweeping generalization

he’d have to withdraw were he to
study the country at first hand and
see the amazing figures dealing with
iron, steel, copper, oil, manganese,
gold, cotton, wheat, wool, building
material, transportation and commun-
ication facilities, and so on almost
without end. He’d have to admit that
the Soviet Unlon’s natural potentlal-

ities are a little larger than Mon-

tana’s. Besides, ’erbert didn’t want
to have to face the. people againat
whom he conducted ~unofficial war
while 1é posed as a relief administra-
tor. Instead of helping the victims
of the war days he conspired to have
some of the Allies make war on the
Russian people. That was a crime
against humanity, and  even Lord
‘erbert ’oover kmows it. Now, not -
having been to the new Russia, he
can continue his campaign of lies
about the collapse. of the Soviet
Union, something he tried to bring
about and failed. If Russia didn’t go
into decay when it was being at-
tacked by capitalistic powerg on 13
fronts, it certainly ought to give & -
gocd account of itself in these days -

when it is rapidly approaching lead-

ership in most branches of heavy in-

dustry, mining, building, and agricul-

ture. The trouble with the Soviet -
Union these days, in the view of the -
capitalistic-minded politicians, ig that .
the country has been making too
much progress to suit those who .
stand pat for economic tyranny. All
the Russians ask is to be let alone
while they go ahead tending their
garden. But if anyone tries to inter-
fere—attempts, in Stalin’s blunt
words, to have their pigs’ snouts poke
around in Soviet cabbage-patches—
the full force of the Russian people
will rise in resistance. - The Soviet
Union isn’t the sick infant it was
18 or 20 years ago. It’s a great na-

tion now, with a working, successful

economy., It’s producing wealth ga-
lore, and it’s preparing to resist those .
who hope to be able to use military
force, to steal the country. Lord -
‘erbert ’oover was consistent in stay-
ing away. If one intends to He, it's
better to close’rone:g ey;s to the truth, .

Editor, The American Freeman:

“In a recent issue of The Freeman .
you spoke of Miss Dorothy Thompson’s
dishonesty  in keeping silent about the
Catholic-Faseist menace in this conntry -
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(she doesn’t intend o hayé the pack at
her heels, you may be sure), and at the

same time implying that F. D. R., whose |

genuine democracy evea his honest ca=
emies admit, is fast making himself a
dictator. How much more honest is
Mrs. Elearior Roosevelt, who aroused
the fury of all Catholic Action groups
by saying that “divorce is an accepted
fact,” and by approving films of the
birth of a baby! It is quite likely
Dorothy Thompson held the same opin-
ion (she should, certainly, being her-
self diverced), but she is much too
clever to risk her popularity and fi-
_ nancial success by saying so. Mrs.
- Roosevelt is a very courageous, candid
woman, who is perhaps disliked by tories
and reactionaries of all sorts (to her
honor), but who has the admiration of
progressive people,

By the way, Miss Thompson spoke at
the N.Y. Town Hall Lancheon, April 28,
1238, and it amnsed me greatiy to hear
the flattering introduction given her by
.George V. Denny, Jr, “She approaches
her daily task with the humility char-
acteristic of great minds.” I don’t know
what he means by humility, but I had
been thinking how often the word “I”
“occurred in her broadcasts. Maybe Mr.
. Denny was just trying to be funnmy,
Miss Thompson’s talk was in the usual
vein, and one remark in particular gave
me to think, She aspoke of our “breth-
ren on the Left. Fascism is their King
Charles’ head. They want us to mobilize
against it, not because it is dangerous,
as it -is, but because It might be the
successor of our present social order,
and they want to Inherit 1t themselves!”
(She might have added that the “stiff
ghirt Fascisti” intend to inherit it be-
fore anybody else gets a chance.)

) R

L L ’
Do you enjoy debunking? Is there =a
techniqne which you find particularly
valuable in this type of writing?
" What is a debunker? Nothing
more than a Truth-gsecker. de-
bunker aims to get at the truth, re-
gardless of who gets hurt. The word
sounds erude, but it's the best that
offers itself for popular consumption
when one decides in favor of ranging
all forums of thought and arenas of
action in a search for what s true,
and who balances that search by seek-
ing out what is false and branding
it as such, Some readers might think
that such a  person could desecribe
himself better by calling himself a
Truth-seeker,  but it happens  that
we've grown into the habit of using
that term only when describing one

who leoks for the candid truth in the
religious world.

Does a debunker enjoy his work?
That all depends on what one means
by “enjoy.” A real debunker never
takes a malicioug pleasure in expos-
ing an individual, a class or some
particular set of notions, At the same
time he gets genuine enjoyment as he
adds—however modestly—to our store
of knowledge. When the debunker
seeky out the bunk and separatey it
from the worthwhile things of life, of
thought, of behavior, and the like,
he is serving humanity even though
false friends of .humanity—enemies,.

in truth-—assail and malign him for

his thankless endeavors. Bunk-shoot-
ers—in polities, religion, international
affairs, commerce, the professions,
ote —hate the dehnnker heeause he
uses his influence to let his hearers
know the truth about persony and in-
stitutions they thought were over and
beyond criticism. Take, for example,
a notorious cancer quack—Norman
Baker, of course, my pet aversion be-
cause of his policy of exploiting mis-
erable, suffering humanity with a
“treatment” that has been branded
as a fake by competent authorities
in that field—such a guack hales the
debunker who dares question his abil-
ity to cure sufferers. If such debunk-
ers can reach a large enough audi-
ence, hig system of bunk will collapse,
so he rushes into the courts in an
attempt to intimidate the debunker

land thus prevent him from letting

the world know that he iy advancing

ER | something that'is a- cold-blooded fake.

No bunk-shooter likes to be exposed
as a charlatan, because he has defi-
nite economic reasons for wanting his

own hrand of bunk to be accepted as

chaste, pious truth.

Ag for the technique in this type
of writing, let me assure my inquirer
that it’s simplicity itself. The sim-
pler the technique the more effective
is its influence. Tt works like this:
Here’s So-and-so who says he can do
gn-and-go. The facts show that he
can’t do what he claims. The facts
brand - So-and-so as' a bunk-shooter.
That’s all there is to debunking, But
apply it far enough—In religion, pol-
itics, and the like—and you are un- .
dermining - many sacred institutions,
for the brotherhood of bunk-shooters
is vast, strong, energetic; and fre-
quently militant when it comes to de-
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fending its particular brand of bunk. table.
Bunk and bank-books work together,'

and that’s a powerful combination.
Many men will fight and die for their
purses. A bunk-shooter will let you
attack someone else’s bunk, so long
as you leave him alone in the sup-
port of his own brand of bunk, but
by and large he’d prefer that you
showed proper respect for all kinds
of bunk. He feels uncomfortable in
the presence of a debunker, even

when hig own brand ism’t being at-

tacked. He doesn’t know where the
lightning will strike next.

Who are the debunkers? = Their
number is growing, The “society” is
becoming quite an institution. Many
debunkers go about debunking right
and left without ever dreaming they
are really tried and true debunkers.
In my own debunking in many fields
I find that T draw on the work of
sound, conseientious mortals who
would be offended if they were called
debunkers. They remove the bunk from
the truth so naturally that they for-
get they are practicing debunkers, if
they ever knew it. Even our govern-
ment—through the Burean of Stand-
ards—does an immenge amount of de-
bunking, for it takes hundreds of im-
portant commodities and analyzes
them for all they’re worth. If there’s
any shoddv in a piece of cloth, the
bureau will brand it as such. If the
ink is water, the bureau will put
down that fact ,

Darwin wag a debunker, for he
showed that the facts of evolution
played Hell with Genesis. Ingersoll
wag a debunker, for he showed that
supernaturalism can’t stand the light
of logic and good sense. Voltaire was
a debunker when he showed that the
Catholic Church, insteag of being the
friend of man, was one of man’s worst
enemies, if not the worst of all
Thomas Paine was a debunker when
he showed that the Bible stories
couldn’t endure the examinations of
Reason. Our early -geologists were
debunkers when they showed that in-
stead of bedng a mere 6,000 years old
the earth 1is billions of years old,
thus confounding our precious Fun-
damentalists, Other early scientists
who insisted the earth is round -also
were debunkers, for they broke into
tiny pieces the old religions mnotion
that the world iy as flat as a pool

:ple.

Early doctors were debunkers
when they showed that epidémics
were caused by germs bred in filth
instead of being expressions of God's
dlgpleasure with sinful humanity, A
mariner was a debunker when he
proved the world was round by sail-
ing around it.

The debunkers are the world’s seek-
ers after the truth. That’'s why
they’re hated—and honored. Those
whe benefit by bunk, want to see them
gagged. Those who live by the truth,
look on them -as benefactors.

The debunker iy always the friend
of man.

“The American Freeman, a monthly
newspaper ‘published in Girard, Kansas,
by E. Taldeman-Julius, ‘is the most in-
formative ‘publication these eyes have
ever ‘seen.”—The Rg;ord&;Brfdgeton, N.J.

Bditor, The Awmerican Freeman:

The ‘prayer, “God, ‘if ‘there ‘be a God,
gave ‘my 'soul, ‘if 1 ‘have a goul,” ‘whose
author is inquired dbout 'in your August,
1938, ‘Freeman, was probably spoken in
German originally ‘and was worded thus:
“Gott, ‘wenn es einen giebt, rétte meine
seele, ‘wenn ‘ich ‘eine *habe.” ‘It was ‘riot
by ‘the Frenchman, Voltaire, but by the
German, Frederick the Great, who was
his ‘friend (and ‘gsometimes enemy), ‘his
admirer and fellow skeptic. Redenbach-
er, a ‘popular German historian, writes
about the oceasion. FPrederick 'was 'In
battle and in grave ddanger when ‘he
¢aid -this prayer, ‘the only one; ‘accord-
ing to Redenbacher, which ‘ever passed,
his lips.

The reason why I am not so sure that
the prayer was originally spoken in Ger-
man (perhaps it ‘was In French) :is ‘that
Prederick loved to uge Voltaire's lan-
guage, the language ‘of -contemporary
enlightenment and skepticism, in pref-
erence to the language of his. own peo-
Yet, it may also be that in -this
critical hour—as happens at the time
of death, according to psychologists—as-
socidtions and the language of his earli-
est -youth ¢ame back to ‘him,

This 'strange jumble of ‘plety ‘and

‘skepticism might ‘well have proceeded
‘from Frederick and occurred at an -un-
guarded moment when it was human to
‘weaken.

Normally, the great Prussian

‘king, soldier, and philosopher was a
strong and consistent skeptic, )
Brighton, Colo . F. HILLER

How did 'you hnnpen to get interested in
Agnostié¢ism? Why did ‘it interest you?

‘When 1T was a schoolboy in Phila- -
delphia, classes began each morning
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with a reading of a hefty passage
from the Bible, a form of torture
that caused me untold agony, Year
after year I heard teacher drone the
dull words, emphasize the crude su-
pernaturalism, and the result was I
gsoon felt I was being exposed to a
set of ideas that struck me as being
loaded with superstition and unreal-
ity. Then I came on Thomas Paine’s
great, devastating, eye-opening
pamphlet, “The Age of Reason,” one
of the greatest mind-liherating hooks
ever written. But I always was a
modest, unprovocative person, so I
swallowed the teacher’s dope without

. making a sound, but I went ahead

and undid her missionary work by
studying Robert G. Ingersoll, who, in
those years, impressed me as a2 giant.
From there I went on to all forms
of heterodoxy, -especially religious
and economic. I read Voltaire, Gib-
bon, the Socialist press, Freethought
pamphleteers, and devil-minded writ-
ings in general. That early intellec-
tual vaccination kept the cells of my
brain immune to the diseases of su-
pernaturalism. I had no orthodoxy te
throw off, for my home life didn’
know piety. My parents weren's
Freethinkers, but at the same time
they weren’t the least bit religious.
Like whiskey, my father could take
it or leave it. In all my boyhood I
don’t recall a single religious discus-
sion at home, pro or eon, though my
father would give expression to his
indifferentism by a word or gesture,
which havvened on oceasion. So,
while I don’t say the Philadelphia
school authorities made me an Athe-
ist bv compelline me to -hear the Bi-
ble read each morning, still T believe
that endless, monotonous experience
had a lot to do with my intellectual
emancipation. Later, T exposed my-
self to sounder doses of Atheism by
attending lectures and debates at the
Liberal League Sunday afternoon
forum, on North Broad Street, where
axeellent eritios of the RBible and re-
licion in general held forth before
+ large and svmpathetic audiences of
damned ‘infidels and lost souls. T
didn’t go theve to get rid of religious
ideologv but rather to buttress mv
early skepticism. As 2 result, it
wasn’t long before I was ‘honestly
convinced that religion didn’t have a

lez to stand on, didn’t put forward

N

a single undebatable - proposition,
didn’t bear the slightest hint of logic
and didn’t, in fact, deserve to be ac-
cepted by any healthy-minded think-
er. 1 thus became anti-clerical as
well ag anti-religious, and I've been
that way ever since—only stronger
in my convictions.

Another source of intellectual sup-
port came from the public meetings
conducted by the Socialist party of
Philadelphia, which held open-air
meoctings on the North side of the
immense City Hall every Sunday
night during the mild months, and in
a small hall at 18th and Arch St
during the cold months. Here I didn’t
hear much discussion of religious
themes, except in private confabs,
for these vigorous-minded students
almost without exception took anti-
religioug attitudes as matters’ of
course, These tough-minded workers
and professionals looked with suspi-
cion on anyone who betrayed religious
notions, though, as I've already said,
they didn’t use their public meetings
for such propaganda. Publicly they’d
say religicn was a private matter;
privately they’d damn religion to Hell,
especially those who embraced that
bastard conglomeration known in
those days as Christian Socialism, a
label that’s used by today’s Fascists
in several European countries. These
lectures were of great value because
they carried Economic Determinism
into my intellectual and cultural life.
They opened many new worlds for
my young, groping mind, and I'm
convinced that their influence has
been strong during my entire work-
ing life as a writer on religion, pol-
ities, sociology, economics, govern-
ment, history, clericalism, Catholi-
cism, -and so forth.

In those days of 30 years ago I said
little but listened a lot. I always pre-
ferred listening to talking, and even
today, when I meet people, I prefer
not to discuss my ideas, especially to
argue about them, for it's my habib
to do my teaching by way of the
printed word instead of the spoken
word. Today I run away when I see
an argument coming my way, but I
fird that T run in the direction of my
typewriter, where 1 settle down to
argue it out in an orderly, impersonal
way. :

I didn’t intend falking about those
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early influences when I started to
write this piece, but I'm glad my mind
took notice of them, This is the first
time I've ever written about them,
but that doesn’t mean they weren’t
important to me. Today, after 30
winters, I pay tribute to a group of
lay thinkers who helped me rid my-
self of the shackles of the supernat-
ural and the chains of economiec, po-
litical, educational, ethical and cul-
tural slavery.
) L B

Fditor, The American Freeman:

In my religious talks with Christian
friends I have always used Epicurug’
famous judgment about God with good
effect. I am a new Freeman reader and
I wonder whether you have ever had
occasion to print it. It is. genuine
Freemanesque food for thought. I en-
close a copy of it, taken from “The
Freethinker’s Catechism.”

Detroit, Mich. ALBERT GLUCK

Reader -Gluck’s enclosure follows:
* Does not the existence of evil on
earth exclude the idea of God?

Yes, because in the judgment of
Epicurus, “either God is willing to
remove evil from this world and
cannot, or he can and is not willing,
or finally he can and is willing. If
he is willing and cannot, it is im-
potence, which is contrary to the
nature of God. If he can and is une
willing, it is wickedness, and that
is no less contrary to the nature
of God. If he is not willing and
cannot, there is both wickedness and
impotence, If he is willing and can,
which is the only one of these sup-
positions that can he applied to God,
how happens it that there is evil on
earth?”

3

“You are dolng a kindly service to
the sufferers from cancer in exposing
the money-making schemes of those who
seek to profit by the prevalence of a
disease which 18 causing so much un-
happiness and grief.”—John Nagler,
Surrey, England, .

LI

Why did you go into newspaper work?
Where? When? 3

When I was a boy in my ’teens
I barged my way into newspaper of-
-fices because I found P’d rather write
than do anything else in the world.
I .mean this literally, because given
my choice I’d rather write than take
Leopold Stokowsky’s place at the side
of the one and only Greta Garbo.
And.I’'m no woman-hater. I suppose
if all my writings were gathered into
3 single get of volumes they'd take

up as much room as the Encyclopedia
Britannica. Of course, I have no il-
lusions about my literary efforts.
Every bit of it is ephemeral. I don’t
write for any generation but my own.
When I pass into oblivion; some crusty
old bookworm, centuries hence, will
come on my name-—maybe, I say—
and he may give me a tiny footnote
somewhere, worded something like
this: He always wrote what he felt
for a small audience that was curi-
ous about what he felt, and when he
and they passed on the dust of his-
tory seéttled on them for all time.
Posterity will have to look to others.
I'm sorry to have to disappoint the
countless millions who are still to
come. Today’s problems, today’s peo-
ple, today’s ideas, and today’s ideals
are my instruments of literary pro-

duction. In my time I've written for -~

more journals than I can remember,

1but the first paper on which I actual<

ly had a wage-paying job was the
New York Call, which I*joined in my
late ’teens. With youth’s bland as-
surance I tackled anything in sight—
from learned essayg on Bernard Shaw
when he was only slightly known in
this country, to Mark Twain; from
theater meviews to high-brow  Book
reviewy; from editorials to feature
articles; from interviews with celeb-
rities to pieces written on the jump -
in some police court; from foreign
affairs to the political record of some
inconspicuoug alderman. And I al-
ways wrote with enthusiasm, for I
enjoyed the experience. I'm not the
kind of scribbler who ever got moony
ahont hiz work. T went at it with
both hands. During the eight or 10

years that followed I was given to

wandering around, for I loved the
country and enjoyed .seeing it first
hand. Thus, I covered jobs in Chi-
cago, Milwaukee, Los Angeles, and
elsewhere, and since then I've never
stopped my cg‘n.stg‘nt gm of words.

Editor, The American Freeman: ‘

Up until a short time hefore my
graduation from the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder, I shared the popular
delusion held by 94 percent of Ameri-
can manhood (startling, isn’t it) that -
war is heroism, pretty girls, gay rib-
bons, flags, martial musie, and a release
from the humdrum of everyday exis-
tence. - Then something happened to
change me: T visited the “closed ward”
of a government hospital, The Uving
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monstrosities .that I saw there made
me realize that war is not sweetness
and light, but rather amputated legs
and arms, mutilated faces, blindness,
ruptured - intestines, diarrhoea,  filth,
misery, murder.

Later, while in law school at the Uni-
versity of Denver and after I was ad-
mitted to the Bar, 1 contributed regu-
larly, and fairly heavily, to the various
peace organizations. But I found that
it was useless to fight for peace in the
face of an overwhelming ignorance of
the HORRORS OF WAR.

There is no possibility of arousing
this America of a post-war gemeration
to the need for peace unless they are
taught to KNOW WHAT WAR IS,
N.Y.C. ALBERT }ELLIS RADINE

B
A friend of mine insists the beauntiful
and inspiring line, “The Lord iempers
the wind to the shorn lamb,” is by
Shakespeare. I say it’s from the Bible.
Can you tell me where it appears in
the Bible?

You’re both wrong. .The author who
usually gets the eredit is Laurence
Sterne, who, in his famous book, “A
Sentimental Journey,” wrote:

She had travelled all over Lom-
bardy without money, and through
the flinty roads of Savoy without
gshoes: how she had borne it, she
could jnot tell; but “God tempers
the wilid,” said Maria, “to the shorn
lamb.” = “Shorn, indeed! and to the -
quick,” said I . . o

Those who don’t questlon this
“beautiful” sentiment (notice that
Sterne doeg) should tell some sheep-
raiser in Wyoming what the Lord
may be relied on to do when sudden
cold blasty come roaring out ¢f Can-
ada. o ’
.The line (which I usually hear
used satirically, as I myself often
do) has been traced.to sources older
than Sterne. Go back to .Henri
Estienne’s “Premices,” page 47, pub-

lished in 1594, and you will find these,

words: “God tempers the cold to the
shorn lamb.” ~ And, by the way,
Dstienne is quoting thiy line from an
older source. Today it’s used in al-
most every other sermon by my fa-
vorite spiritual adviser, Pastor I. P.
Freely. .

In 1640, George Herbert, in his
“Jacula' Prudentum,” said: “To the
shozgm sheep God gives wind to meas-
ure, : -

Even Rabelais joined—with the
finality of an orgasm—in this chorus

of nonsense with these words: “God
moderates all at His pleasure.”
The Bible, on thig point, brings out
another point entirely, “Whom the ~
Lord loveth he chasteneth.” - How-
ever, if you think this sounds a little
tough you can -console yourself with
George Herbert's line, penned three
centuries ago, in which he goes to
great pains ¢o explain that “God
strikes with his finger, and not with
all his arm.” That sounds consoling,
except when one stops to ask how
big is God’s little finger and how
much pressure does He put behind if.
Meanwhile, like the Wyoming sheep-
raiser, when I ever turn the shorn
lambs loose and gee cold weather on
the way, Il not put my faith in the
Lord’s readiness to change the course
of the- wind but will see to it that
the little things are taken to some
kind of shelter. But, I'm a tough
guy-—so tough*l v:;ear*tin drawers.

Editor, The American Freeman:

The Avada Club (Jewish club In
Wilmington, Del.) was addressed on
May 26, 1938, by Marvin Lowenthal, of
New York, who “traced the anti-Semitic
movement in Eunrope. He told of how
the Jewish minorities are made the vic~
tims of relentless ‘campaigns by mas-
ters of countries where the attention
of the peoples must be diverted from
social and economic unrest.”. Even the
Jews fool themselves, and make no men-
tion' of the religious issme which they
must know is involved. I believe Joseph
McCabe’s words cannot be too often re-
peated: “The tap-root of anti-Semitism
is still the teaching and .influence of
the Roman Church.” ‘

: READER

o+

Do you suggest the usc of Lifebuoy Soap

for persons subject to perspiration

odors? - - '
No. The gsoap can’t do what the

advertisements claim. Deodorants

can do the job for a few minutes
but they can’t reach the cause of body
odor, Powdered boric acid or baking
soda in warm water will be found
rsnuch more useful than Lifebuoy
0ap.. '

%
I gquoted to an official in the meat in-
dustry your *statement that the con-
sumers are being gyped by the trick of
padding sausages with. things besides
meat. - He denied this charge vehement-
ly, saying that you are nothing but a
knocker  and sour-puss. He says he
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knows for a fact that nothing but pork
and other valuable meats go into his
company's sausages. Have you anything
to say for yourself?

I wouldn’t expect a person in the
meat industry to give away an im-
portant trick of his trade, especially
when. it brings in millions .of unearn-
ed: dollars from the innocent, lamb-
like congumers who are supposed to
get screwed: every time, and like it.
If they don’t cry for more, they're
just a lot of Bolsheviks and Reds.

But, while the meat interests won't
conffes;s to the practice of padding
sausages, let’s listen to a dealer who
sells a meat packer his cheap substi-
tute for pork., This fellow gives away
the racket, but as it’s intended only
for the eyes of businessmen who make
it- their profession to put the screws
to the consumers, there’s no howl of
protest. from the meat people. That’s
because the feollow I'm about to quote
ig advertising to other meat packers
in order to get them to use what he
has to sell. In this instance, he's
boosting the sale of Omar ﬂour, and
the way he does it ought to make the
poor consumers raise Hell,

Hera’s the piece that appeared un-
der the heading of “No Matter How
]'flhwin You Slice it,” in The Ech-O-

ar:

Omar is not called an all-purpose
flour for nothing. You can use it
for baking, of course, but according
to Omar users, it is also a practical
face powder, it makes superlative
wall-paper paste, and now, says one
of John Franz’s butcher customers,
it’s the best thing he ever found
for making bologna.

Franz reports: “When we._say
Omar is different and. has more ab-
sorption, we are not feeding them a
lot: of bologna. A butcher here in
Waterloe tried Omar in his bo-
logna. With- 119 pounds of meat,
241 pounds of Omar, and water, he
got 200 pounds of hologna. And
that is a lot of bologna.

“He said Omar worked perfectly,
while other flours he had tried did
not absorb mnearly so much water
and were sticky. He also said that
Omar absorbed more water than
bone meal, which coet him 8¢ per
pound, and, further, the Omar bo-
logna stood up perfectly.”

Who’y the knocker and sour-puss

i now? Let the spokesman for the meat
boys explain away the virtues of Omar
flour! And, by the way, don’t let me

.

what the word means.”

close this little sermon without re-
peating my old argument of how facts
like these can never reach the con-
sumers through the regular, capital-
istic press, which gets millions of
dollars yearly from the meat industry
for advertiging space. The consumers
must learn, in order to protect them-
selves, to support editors who are in-
d'e*pendent of the’ great adyertisers.
The meat capitalists certainly won't
spend. a dollar in a newspaper or
magazine which has the audacity to
say that their sausages are padded
with flour and water. So the editors
keep mum—at the expense of the con-
sumers. Thig is another illustration
of how editorial policies are controlled
by the fellow who pays the advertis-
ing bill. The consumer thinks he's
getting a bargain when he buys a
big newspaper for three cents or a
fat magazine for a nickel; but what
good does that do him when the pub-
lication helps the big boys skin him

alive?
L TR 4
Edltor, The American Freeman:

Roger: W. Babson, on May 17, 1938,
branded all religions denominations with
the exception of the Roman Catholic
and Eplscopal Church, as “country
clubs.” . “The country club denom-
inations are slipping badly . .”, and the
time has come for them to return to
the old-fashioned principles upon which
they were founded.” ... “The Roman
Catholic and: Episcopal Churches have
stuck to their guns, while the other
eight . . . have followed the world in
keeping. up with Lizzie. Religion is all
right so. long as you keep money ouf
of it—don’t. %et politics creep into it.”
(Yeah—we’ve noticed how the Catholic
and. Episcopal clergy hate money—and
how the Catholic Church DOES hate
politics!) “He characterized the Con-
gregational and Methodist Churches as
worst of all in slipping from principles
on. which. they were founded. They
should ‘return to independence, freedom
of thought and speech, avoid central
authority, back the temperance move-
ment and beat down crime and in-
justice.”” (The Catholic and Episcopal
Churches, 1 assume, being bulwarks of
free thought and speech, aveoiding cen=
tral aunthority, and all the rest of it!)
“Protestants—that’s what they call
themselves, but they have forgotten
Now can you
figure out the inconsistencies of the re-
ligious mind? On May 21, the Method~
ist. Church went on record as sympa-
thizing with the Loyalists. So far as I



E. Haldeman-Julius

/
13

know, the Catholic and Episcopal
Churches have done no such thing. Pe:-
haps an Episcopal clergyman ‘here and
there has declared himself in favor of
democracy, but I've seen no wholesale
movement for “freedom of thought and
speech . . . the beating down of crime.”
Wilmington, Dc:xl. " yx‘V MATTHEWS

Editor, 'TThe American Freeman:

Recently I read George Seldes’ de-
scription in “The Nation” of the birth
of the new magazine “Ken.” The greater
part of this rather lengthy article deals
with the difficulties of trying to tell the
truth about subjects of vital importance
to all of the people while at the same
time trying to pay for the project by
soliciting advertising. Again and again
- your oft-repeated conclusions as to the
impossibility of making such a thing
work are borne out. Traly, I suspect
that Messrs. Gingrich, Smart and Allen
(of “Ken”) have bhegun to see in their
stark reality no end of truths about
this damnable snare and delusion called
Capitalism; truths about which they
were before only dimly conscious; truths
about which not one big shot in 500
ever dreams even though they are
parading constaritly under their very
noses; but truths which every radical
since béfore Karl Marx has seen and
endeavored to bring to the attention of
the whole world,

Strange, but nevertheless true, that
ideas as simple as that, due to our inate
conservatism  or mental laziness, will
not quite completely percolate into our
understanding until we have had inti-
mate, painful, working contact with
them! This, of course, is the slow and
laborious—though possibly the most
thorough—way of learning about any-
thing, and, Tike any ardinary moron,
these ambitious and well-meaning and
seemingly ‘intelligent men can’t seem to
find a 'better way either. But what a
waste! "The experiences of othars are

lost on them too.
C. A. LANG

Maplewood, M{:i*

“Your answer to the Cathelic Infor-
mation Society’s list of ‘prominent
authors’ was a knock-out. It should be
in glare heads In every newspaper in the
land”—C. A. L. "

L., 0.
Do farmers -buy more used cars than
new ones? ‘How 'much do they pay for
carg, on the average?

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture made a survey during 1935-36
and learned, after interviewing 17,000
farmers, that farm families buy al-
most twice as many used motor cars
as new ones. California is the only
exception, where purchases of new

carg are greater than used ones.
Farmers paid an average of $263 for
used cars in the country at large,
and $739 for new cars. The lowest
average price for used cars was $80,
in Georgia and Mississippi, as against
$330 in New Jersey.
L R

ITow many hairs do¢s a human being
shed daily?
Normally, about 30 per day.
kI R

What does a baby grand pianuv weigh?
About 450 pounds.
W %

3¢
Will you sometime soon publish that
Mark Twain prayer again? .
As Mark Twain’s famous war pray-

er is available in one of my 13 vol-
umes of Questiong. and Answers I
can see no reason for reprinting it
in The Freemzn.

How many carloads of freight do the
railroads get from the oil industry an-
nually?
1,300,000.
B R
Do you believe we American anti-Fasc-
ists should boycott: German, Japanese
and Italian goods?
Yes.
e

Please advise if these advertised corn
plasters can, as it’s claimed, “remove
the root.”:

Chiropodists ecriticize such adver-
tisements, insisting that corns don’t
have roots at all.

sle o &

A supporter of Fascism tells me we
can’t .get anywhere because our govern-
ment has us all ticd with cndlcss miles
of red tape. What we need, he says, is
a man like Hitler to cut through the
red tape and get things done. Please
comment. .

1 grant you that when Hitler de-
cided to take Austria, there was no
red tape in the way. Nor was there
any red tape to hinder him when he
decided to break one treaty after an-
other. . And when he finally plunges
the world Into a new war—a calamily
that’s inevitable because of his poli-
cies of aggression—there’ll be no red
tape to “slow him ‘down. It seems to
my anti-Fascist mentality that there
are circumstances when it’s a good
idea to have a 1ot of red tape around
—egpecially when there’s danger of
war. But this doesn’t mean there’s
no red tape in Germany. There's
oceans of red tape in Fascist Ger-
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many, but it’s all for holding back
the common people, the workers, and
the businessmen., Let me give an in-
teresting example. A German sugar
refiner, in a letter to the Deutsche
Volkswirtschaft, tells of the different
kinds of red tape that enveloped him
when he decided to apply for permis-
sion to build a small boiler house in
his plant. The letter:

Sir: We intend to erect a small
boiler house on the groul}ds of our
sugar refinery. In order'to obtain
‘the necessary permits we must sub-

mit estimates and designs to the
following authorities: ' :
1. Central board of the German

sugar industry. -

2. National labor office.

3. Local labor office.

- 4. Ai¥ raid protection bureau for
industry. . ]

5. A special bureau having super-
vision over boiler house. construc-
tion.

6. Local building department,

7. Silesian Association for Boiler
Supervision.

8. Headquarters of electrical in-
dustry in regard to extending -the
main cable. ‘

9. Reichshahn bureaun supervising
construction of track,

10. A certified engineer to check
contractor’s estimate on track.

11. Reich power authority in re-
gard to expansion of power.

I've been in business for more than
a quarter of a century and I can say
in all candor that if I added together
all the red tape that bothered me in
all that time it would run short of
the red tape that harassed that poor
German victim of Hitleristu when he
wanted to put in a necessary, ‘_an,d
simple, improvement. Democracy isn't
perfeet, by any means, but let me re-
peat what I've said many times:
Democracy at its worst i3 better than
Fascism at its best,

How is Winred’s campaign coming
along? ) ) . <
Gerald B. Winrod, called by his fel-
low-Fascists “the Jayhawk Nazi,” is
touring Kansag in an attempt to cap-
ture the Republican nomination for
the U.S. Senate. He iz spending im-
mense sums of money—~which are com-
ing from Fascist sources—in an at-
tempt to hoist the swastika over
Kansas. But the decent elements in
the Protestant churches have awaken-
ed at last to this dangerous fanatic.

On AJuly 8, 1938, nine Protestant pas-
tors—in fact, the most important
members of the pulpit in Kansas—
issued a pamphlet which attracteq a
great deal of attention. It gives all
the facts and arguments The Free-
man advanced during the past five
years. I'm proud to see these anti-
Fagcists use my material so generous-
ly. The record shows that The Free-
man was the first publication in the
U.S. to recognize the Nazi propaganda
of the Rev. Winrod, as rcfcronce to
my 14 volumes of Questions and An-
swers will prove. Every quotation
which I used from the Rev. Winrod’s
Defender ig reproduced in photostatie
copies in this anti-Winrod pamphlet,
including the Jayhawk Nazi’s attacks
on the Catholic masses, the Federal
Council of Churches, the Jews, and
his pieces in support of the forged
and  diseredited Protocols of ~ the -
Elders of Zion. The pamphlet also
shows that Winrod has attacked the
Masonic-order as Jewish “controlled,”
and that he has attacked the Com-
munist movement as Jewish “in-
spired.” I feel confident that this
blast against Winrod—all of it sup-
ported by facts and direct citations

from the Nazi’sg writings—will do an

immense amount of good. For years
T was a voice erying in the wilder-
ness, warning the American people
that right here in Kangas there is a
Fundamentalist- who ig striving to
give the U.S. a stiff does of Hitler-.
ism. It seemed, during the long years,
that my warnings were falling on
deaf ears, but today we see the great
effect of this steady, determined, im-
placable, educational work. I'm glad
to see the decent, liberal elements in
our Prolestant churches take over
my fight. I ‘couldn’t whip Winrod
alone. But with these newcomers, the
battle seems half won already. Let's
hope Kangas won’t have to endure
the shame and humiliation of sending
a disgusting, lying, treacherous, con-
temptible, stinking, putrid Nazi to
the U.S. Senate. The lousy beast
emits poison gas at each breath, and
each movement of his scabby. body
sheds vermin. He deals in race prej-
udice and race-baiting, He would
turn on Ameriea’s Jewg the wrath of
Hitler’s hoodlums. He would gag edu-

cation by outlawing evolution and - .

modern science; He would bring glor-.
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ious America back to the depths of
the Dark Ages. Such an intellectual
pimp must be stopped in hig tracks.
America must remain the home of
tolerance, of liberalism, of democracy,
of fair play to members of all races,
of free inquiry in the sphere of sci-
ence, and of freedom. A sewer-rat
like Winrod doesn’t represent Ameri-
ca’s traditional liberty and decency.
He is made of the same stuff as Hit-
ler, and that means filth and decay.
Winrod, the most loathsome beast in
American life, must be rejected by
our citizens,

L3
Can you give me the. story about Hitler
which gives that worthy’s experience in
Heaven? :

There are many stories about Adolf
(Velvetlipsy Hitler in Heaven. One
of the most popular jokes among the
German people goes like this:

‘When Hitler arrived in Heaven it
was late at night and the only one-
awake was St. Peter. There was no
chance for an interview and accom-
modations were all filled, .80 St.
Peter told Adolf he’d have to bunk
up with somebody for the evening.
Hitler merely grunted and went to
the room assigned to him. Two
minutes later, he came flying out of
the room, sputtering and cursing,
“How dare you put me in that
room?” Hitler demanded. “A Jew
lives in there. *Throw him out!”
“Impossible,” replied St.  Peter.
“That’s the Boss’ son.”

What’s your notion about The Saturday
Evcning Post’s article exposing Roose-
velt’s son, Jimmy?

The Saturday Evening Post has
supplied the anti-New Deal press
with plenty of ammunition, which has
been used to the limit in an attempt
to smear our President, but I can’t
sce where there’s much in the article
to get excited about. It happens that
son Jimmy went into- the insurance

“business 'in Massachusetts while his
- father was Governor of New York,
in 1929, That was years before Roose-
velt moved into the White House, If
Jimmy’sy activities in the insurance
business were legitimate in 1929—
and they were, of course—then they
were on.the up-and-up in later years.
I don’t doubt that Jimmy’s firm has
been writing more insurance since his
father became President, but this
could bée made the basis of eritielsm

only if it ecould be shown that Presi-
dent Koosevelt used his powers to
grant governmental favors to men
who had permitted Jimmy to sell
them insurance. I doubt that such
favors could be proven. The whole
question simmers down to this: Has
a President’y son the right to make
a living? ’
L

Last week I saw anti-Semitism being
spread by means of typewritten copies
of what purported to be statements made
by Benjamin Franklin during the ses-
sions of the Constitutional Convention
in 1787.. These “quotations” were said
to have been taken from the diary of
Charles Pinckney, of South Carolina.
They dealt with the so-called Jewigh im-
migration danger to the country. It also
said 'that they could be verified at the
Franklin Institute, Phila. I hope you
will deal with this adequately as early
as possible. I appeal to you to “put

1 the bite on ’em.”

I "exposed this forgery several
yearg ago, my authority being the
distinguished historian, Dr, Charles
A. Beard, who showed that the so-
called Pinckney diary is a fake, that
no such work exists, Dr. Beard
proved conclusively that Franklin
couldn’t have said the things attrib-
uted to him. All the data will be
found in my volumeg of questions and
answers. Readers who want Dr.
Beard’s exact words should refer to
my books. Anti-Semitic propagandists
have no regard for the truth. Any-
thing that fits their foul ends can be
depended on to be used to the limit,
even when the facts prove beyond
debate that the charges are without
foundation. That’s typical of the anti-
Semites everywhere, especially Nazi
Germany, the fountainhead of anti-
Jewish literature. I have shown
again and again that the so-called
Protocols of the Elders of Zion (in
which Jews are supposed to outline a
plan to enslave the world) was a
forgery perpetrated by Czarist offi~
cials, but anti-Semites like Hitler,
Juliug Streicher, and our own Rev.
Gerald B. Winrod go right ahead us-
ing @e “protocols” as though no one
had “ever questioned their “docu-
ments.” The Franklin lie fits into
this technique. This makes it all the
more difficult to disseminate the truth,
but that’s all the more reason for
keeping everlastingly at the import-
ant task of giving the reading public
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the facts of these controversial issues.
Wrilers and editors who dedicate
their publications to the serious task
of exposing the racebaiters must
keep their presses rolling, for the
bigots work on the theory that a lie
circulated, long enough will stick with
a certain portion of the population.
Liberal-minded editors mustn’t let
such results discourage them, for, by
the same logic, emphasis on the truth
is worth while for if it’s repeated
often enough, it’ll stick with a cer-
tain portion of the population. It
then simmers down to the question
of which side is more diligent and
effective—the truth-seekers or the
hate-mongers. I'm optimistic enough
to believe that our exposures of the
anti-Semites and related medievalists
will, in time, erase the vile lies they
have circulated so heartlessly and
shamelessly. The only essential, to my
notion, is the creation of a more pow-
erful progressive press, a job which
riust be done by the readers, since
the big advertisers refuse to give
financial help to such free-spoken edi-
tors, - If each reader of radical, pro-
greasive or liberal publications will as-
sume the chore of getting new readers
lined up, the work of exposing lies like
the one credited to Franklin will be
made much more effective. Positive
results will be possible, if a sufficient
number of readers take this simple
lesson to heart., We have it in our
power to ward off the horrors of
Fascism (anti-Semitism is only an-
other manifestation of this world-
wide disease) if we can arouse a
large enough body of readers to help
establish an independent, unsubsi-
dized, free press. I’ve pounded on
thig theme many times in the past,
but I'm glad to repeat myself because
I Dbelieve my message is of genuine
and urgent importance,
L I

I hear a great deal of criticism direct-
ed at the WPA, It is said to be run by
politics, that it’s a vast bureaucracy,
that it’s wasteful, that direct doles
would be cheaper, and the like. Please
discuss these objections.

I don’t question the fact that WPA
isn’t perfect, but that doesn’t mean
the vast project is a failure. Harry
L. Hopkins, administrator of WPA,
frankly admits there are flaws, as
follows:

“That there are weaknesses in the

‘Works Program I am the first to ad-
mit. To me the glaring weakness is
that it cannot yet provide work for
all employables who are in need. I
feel, however, that we will come to
that . . . Another admitted weak-
ness is the low wages which we
pay WPA workers in certain sec-
tions of the country. Thousands of
our workers, I am sorry to say,
earn less than $30 a month. There
is. very little we can de about this
at the present time.”

Discussing one of the objections
listed above, Mr, Hopkins wrote:

“Figures are sometimes present-
ed to show the difference in cost
between a work program and a dole.
... It we figure on direct relief
grants equal in budgetary adequacy
to present WPA wages, the saving
turns out to he only 30 percent.
But. for. this 30 percent which is
spent. for materials and equipment,

~we have, first of all, an indirect

employment equivalent to about a

sixth of those on the Works Pro-

gram; and we have, of course, the -

_yast physical accomplishments of a

works program—as well as the bene-

fit to the mnation that comes from
conserving the skills and the morale
of thce uncmployed.”

Another objection advanced by op-
ponents of WPA is that it encourages
an army of jobholders who refuse pri-
vate émployment. Mr. Hopkins an-
swerg this with the assertion that
he is yet to find any group of WPA
workers who wouldn’t be happy to
get back in private industry.

We now come to the claim that
WPA’s projects are not worth-while,
that there is too much boondoggling.
Mr. Hopkins comments:

“Let me point out that 76 percent
uf all WPA money speat has gone
for construction projects: bnild~
ings, roads, streets, airports, parks
and bridges. Three percent went
for sanitation and health projects
and 3 percent for miscellaneous
physical projects. Eight percént
went for women’s work projects and
10 percent went for educatlonal,
clerical and professional projects.”

My reader’s question about politics
in WPA is met by Mr. Hopkins, as -~
follows:

“That minor politicians of both
parties have tried to influence, im-
timidate and. even coerce WPA
workers in certain areas, I have no
doubt; that these attempts have
been unsuccessful, I also have no
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" doubt. The large majority of Amer-
ican workers have too much sense
to be browbealen by pelly politi-
cians.

“I have told every WPA worker,
onh numerous occasions, by letter and
over the radio, that politics and the
WPA are not allied. I have asked
that they report to me every case
of attempted intimidation. In a few
instances we have fired WPA super-
visors and administrative person-
nel for illegal political action.

“It should be remembered that
the WPA employs more people than
the automobile, steel and coal in-
dustries combined. That infractions
of rules and small chiseling will
crop up is inevitable, but the ac-
cusation of politics in the WPA has
never been substantiated and can-
not be substantiated. There has
been less political intimidation in
the entire WPA program than is
contained in one pre-election pay
envelope of a large industrialist.”
Asked if WPA program has built

up a huge bureaucracy in Washing-

ton, Mr. Hopkins replied:

“This argument can be answered-
in three sentences. All WPA work-
ers are selected from the local re-
lief rolls. Ninety-eight percent of
all WPA projects are locally con-
ceived, locally sponsored and local-
ly supervised, by States, counties,
cities and towns. The WPA pro-
gram _throughout the United States
costs less than § percent to adminis-
ter. Less than 10 percent of the ad-
ministrative personnel is in Wash-
ington; the remainder is in the
field, and in 99 cases out of 100,
these people work where they live.

“The federal government has come
a leng way in accepting responsi-
bility for the unemployed destitute
of the nation -and in providing re-
lief for them. It has come a long
way in the fight for general eco-
nomic_ security for all our citizens.
The program has not been worked
out in its entirety. Five years is a
short time for so enormous a job.
But we are going forward and not
backward. And that is the most en-’
couraging sign on the present hori-
zon.”

Fair-minded citizens must admit
that Mr. Hopkins has done a mag-
nificent job. Ag I've told Freeman
readers many times during the past
few years, WPA’s results are to be
seen on all sides. Even the enemies

of Roosevelt’s policies have to admit,
that every section of the couniry has:

been given immense and numerous

projects, all of them permanent im-
provements. The American people,
I’'m positive, have rectived good value
for their money, and at the same time
millions of destitute men and women
have been given work that saved
them from stagvat;?n.

When economists and political scient-
ists speak of “confidence” what have
they in mind?

As my readers know, I’m given to
simple and clear definitions when I
explore the jungles of economics. So,
when asked to explain what econo-
mists mean by “confidence” I avoid
big words and involved methods of
reasoning, preferring to eschew verbi-
age in order to talk the language of
the street. So, when asked what
“confidence” is, I reply:

I's the certainty of being paid.

That’s all there is to it. If you run
a filling station and someone drives
up for a few gallons of gas and
asks for credit, angd if you decide the
driver -is -all right, you extend the
credit. That’s confidence. You're cer-
tain of being paid. '

If you have a few dollars saved up
and decide to put.the money in a
postal savings bank, you do so with
the sure knowledge that youll get
your money whenever you ask for it.
That’s confidence.

. o .
What is the total foreign indebtedness
of the Soviet Union? :

In 1937, the Soviet Union bought
$75,000,000 worth of goods in the
U.S. alone, which was $25,000,000
more than the Russiang agreed to buy
from us under the terms of their
trade pact with our State Depart-
ment. In the same year, the Soviet
Union spent about $10,000,000 in
Czechoglovakia. The purchases from
us were on cash terms or, at the most,
45 dayg after delivery of documents
proving shipment of goods. In the
English market the Soviet Union had
a $50,000,000 credit from the gov-
ernment, with the understanding that
all the money is to be spent in that
country. Bceeause of unsatisfactory
political conditions, little was spent in
Germany and Italy. And yet, despite
the Soviet Union’s heavy foreign
business, it owes about $12,000,000 in
this country, most of which is for
current items, and between $100,000,-
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000 and $125,000,000 for the entire:

world—an amazingly solvent condi-
tion when one Considers that a great
deal of this money is for goeds pur-
chased with the past three or four
months. The facts show that the fi-
nancial position of the Soviet Union
is exceptionally g&od.

o
Is it a facl that Walter Winchell and
Hearst are at war?

Walter Winchell, whe is William
Randolph Hearst’s most famous eol-
umnist, got along well with the owner
of the newspaper chain until he went
in for writing Dbitter (and true)
pieces about Fascism and Nazism.
When Winchell * began calling the
Nazis Ratzis, Hearst got alarmed,
for he has tender regards for his
Ttalian and German Fascist readers.
Besides, the man himself ig a great
enemy of progressive, liberal policies,
which helpy explain his Jhatred for
Roosevelt’s New Deal. According to
an article in Ken, the feud reached a
climax when Hearst wired the editors
of his newspapers: A

San Simeon, Calif.,
March 28, 1938.

To the cditors of all Hearst publi-

cations publishing Winchell’s col-

umn:

Please edit Winchell very care-
fully and omit dangerous or in-
convenient paragraphs. It doesn’t
matter if you omit entire column,
since I believe that he no longer
has great value.

(Signed) W. R, Hearst.

. One report has it that Winchell of-
fered to give up his contract but the
proftered resignation was rejected be-
cause Hearst was afraid hig competi-
tors in the publishing field would
grab up this peopular writer. Mean-
while, Winchell goes right ahead with
his attacks on Hitler and Mussolini,
many of which are thrown out by
Hearst editorg outside New York
City. In the New York Mirror, which
directly employs Winchell, I under-
stand his stuff is printed as is. Else-
where, paragraphs which tell the
the truth about the Ratzis are de-
leted, though many outside publiea-
tions, which aren’t controlled by
Hearst, print Winchell in toto. An-
other thing that angers Hearst is
the fact that Winchell is a Jew,
which gives Nazis the excuse of
charging that the Jews are using

|

the Hearst press to attack their en-
emies. As bad as he is, Hearst, so
far as I know, isn’t an anti-Semite,
but in this particular issue he
wishes Winchell weren’t a Jew.
Winchell, on the other hand, insists
that he must be free to tell his read-
ers—estimated at  20,000,000—the
truth as he seey it about the dis-
gusting Ratzis (an - excellent and
proper name for the Nazis, in my
cpinion) and if Hearst doesn’t like -
it he knows what he can do. That'’s
where the controversy restg as I write
thig piece. It’s my notion that Win-
chell will win out in the end, for he's
writing nothing but the truth about
the Ratzis, and the American people
want the truth about the despicable
Hitlerites.. Hearst will edit his stuff
—and delete paragraphg he consid-
ers unwanted in' his newspapers—but
it’s doubtful that he’ll surrender his
most appreciated columnist to com-
petitors who would grab him up in
an hour.
L S

I need the services of a good psychia-
trist. Please recommend a leader in
this branch of science. I live in Missis-
sippi and can’t go ton far.

There aren’t more than two dozen
real psychiatrists in the entire coun-
try. One must be careful to select
the right practitioner. I rceommend
that my Mississippi reader go to
Karl A. Menninger’s sanitarium, in
Topeka, Kansas. Dr. Menninger is an
authority in his field and enjoys a
world-wide regutagqn.

What's the difference between egotism
and a swell head? .
Egotism' is a realization of how
good you are, while swell headedness
is a realization that you are even
better than you are.
L

A press report from Germany claims
that the Nazis are beasting over the
way they have succeeded in solving the
unemployment prohlem. Please com-
ment,

I have gone into this question
many times, as my bookg of questions
and answers will show, proving by
figures how Hitler’s “cure” of unem-
ployment in Germany is economie
quackery. My data proved how the
6,000,000 unemployed in pre-Nazi
Germany were put into the vastly
inereased army, into the gigantic and
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'growing armament industry, and the
like. What all this means is ex-
plained briefly in a statement made
by President Roosevelt, at his press
conference, June 28, 1938. The fol-
lowing is taken from the story sent
out by the Associated Press:’

“No country, the President said,
has developed a permanent solution
of the problem of giving people work
in times of depression as well as'in
boom periods. And, he added, the
only method developed su far of
solving unemployment 100 percent
was the method of going in for
armamenfs~—manufacturing goods
without permanent worth and which
do not reproduce wealth.

“That, he declared, is not a per-
manent solution.”

As the President showed in the
same interview, the U.S. isn’t going
to tackle its unemployment problem
by juining in a vast, wasteful arma-
ment race. For 1838, Roosevelt said,
arms were costing only 12 percent
of this eountry’s expenditures, com-
pared with other countries where
arms cost 45 to 50 percent of the
‘total -expense of government, and

evenr higher than that in Germany,|,

where Hitler is preparing for a new
world war. Yes, Hitler “solved” un-
employment by making the army
and the armament business the main
industry of the country, and when
he feels he's ready the problem will
be solved for all time by putting the
would-be job-holders under six feet
of earth, where they will be unem-
ployed, in a quiet way, from now on.

Of course, it wasn’t quite accurate
to say that unemployment prevails in
every civilized country. The Soviet
Union has 170,000,000 people, and all
who are able-bodied are given. jobs.
The army is large, but not out of
‘proportion to the immense population
and the vast country to be defended.
The armament industry in Russia is
impressive, but is by no means the
main business of the country, as 'is
the case in Germany. And yet, un-
employment is non-existent in the
Soviet TImion. Why? Because the
means of production, distribution and
exchange have been socialized in a
classlesy society. That’s the heart of
the situation over there. The motive
is to produce wealth for the good of
the peonle and not for the enrichment
of capitalistic overlords. We have

| ditions_ easily recognizable

'unemployment because the capitalist
clasg can’t ‘'make a profit cxploiting
the labor power of the jobless. If
the industries belonged to the people
and were run for use instead of profit,
every able worker could be earning
wages within a few months, Those
Russiang aren’t as crazy ag our red-

‘ baiters would have us believe.

You fight Fascism and defend democ-
racy. What do you mean by democracy?

Democracy isn’t easy to define, for
it’s a living thing, a way of life. But

|when we lose democracy we know

what’s missing in our lives, con-
in be-
nighted countries like Germany and
Ttaly. While no two defenders of de-
mocracy will agree on the same defini-
tion, it geems to me that Prof. Charles
A. Beard, our greatest living histor-
ifan, hit off the highlights when he said
democracy included the following 10
points: ‘ »
(1) The right to elect some of your
officers.
Freedom of speech.
A free press,
Fair play.
Acceptance of majority rule—
if you can’t get a court to de-
flect it.
The right of the people to hear
both sides of every question.
Absence of fixed social elasses,
and the opportunity for free
shifting between classes, either
up or down.
(8) A wide distribution of income.
(9) Opportunity to participate in
the direction of the community.
(10) The right to know what is -
being done, to hear why it is
being done, and to offer sugges-
tions and hear what can and
can’t be done.

None of the 10 points listed above
prevails in any Fascist country. No
country is truly eivilized which de-
nieg any or all of the above demo-
eratic fundamentals. Qur country has
its faults—where * after all, is there
a verfect country?—but isn’t it won-
Iderful to be able to say that we live
jin a land where the above principles
are accepted by most of Its people
ard seriouy efforts are made to keep
them with us as living realities?

At the same time, let me add that
no real believer in democracy limits
himself to the way democracy ex-
presses itself today. We appreciate




20

Questions and Answers

the virtueg of political democracy and
civil rights, but we refuse to overlook
the important fact that the masses
must learn the lessons of democracy
so they may be applied where they
will gerve the greabest number. In
other words, we need social as well
ag -political demoeracy. Translated
into living conditions, we anti-Fase-
igts not only fight for political de-
mocracy but insist that this great
philosophy shall be extended so that
we’ll be blessed with industrial de-
mocracy. The toilers in our large-
scale industries must resist the idea
that they are to censider themselves
mere coge 1n the great industrial ma-
chine, with the overlords—or bosses
—to gay, like so many dictators, what
lahor shall be satisfied with and what
it must do in order to draw its wages.
The- large-seale industries which are
- essential to our ccomomic life should
be owned collectively and managed
democratically,. ~ When  democracy
reaches down to the economic facts of
Tife we'll be able to say that this
wonderful philosophy has conquered
at last. Democracy gives us the power
to change our cconomic conditions.
We nced mass education so that the
great forward .step may be taken.
Political democracy, let me repeat, is
precious. and must be preserved, but
industrial democracy is essential to
the public welfare. Let’s use demoe-
racy to increase democracy’s influ-

ence,

B % ]
What’s vour on‘nien of the argument
freaquently uvsed by some Jews which
holds that Jews should avoid all eom-
munistic. socialistie, radical or even
Iibaral ideas? They hold fo the theory
that Jews who make themselves con-
snicnous by advociting or defending
minority views or unpopular causes give
Jow-haiters the much-sought pretext
for persecuting and enslaving a help-
Jess racial group.

Tames Waterman Wise discusses
this ovinion offectively,” as follows:

“What is overlooked is the tragic
paradox that. if we of the working
class and middle class abandon the
right fo chamnion unpooular causes,
we shall have nothing left of which
the anti-Semites can deprive wus!
Thus we will nmot onlv be driven

“into rhettoers of inferiority, but we
enrealves will have built them.

“This retreatism is the gravest
danger - which we face today: the

.

abandonment of hard-won and pre-
cinng positions which are thréatened
more by fear of our enemies than
by our enemies themselves. Yet that
is precisely what takes place when
we surrender the right as free and
equal citizens of our country to
maintain any political opinion, or to
participate in social and economic
movements which are, or are called,
radical and progressive. Moreover,
in surrendering this right, we tacit-
ly invite further demands by our
enemics for self-obliteration and
auto-enslavement. Let us once ad-
mit that Jews have no right to hold

‘radical’ convictions and we shall

find that no conviction held by us

.i8 ‘conservative’ enough to appease

the anti-Semites.” :

In my numeroug pieces on the prob-
lem of anti-Semitism I have shown
that it's to the interest of Jews and
civilized people in general to fight ra-
cial pergccution with the broadest
methods, by which I mean support
for all harassed minority groups, un-
ionism, liberalism, democracy, the
Bill of Rights, and the like, Jews and
other vietims of diserimination can
feel gafe only when the whole social
organism functiong in harmony with
the enlightened principles of demo-
cratie, liberal ideology. There’s no
possibility of safety in silence when
barbariang strive to tear down the
ideals of freedom and social-minded
progress. Such anonymity invites dig-
aster. The sane and gensible thing
to do is for all progressives to present
a united front against reaction and
bigotry. The Jews in pre-Nazi Ger-
many met Hitler with silence and
contempt. They have paid dearly for
that mistaken policy. The -lesson
mustn’t be forgotten in those coun-
tries where liberty still lives. Be-
ware of self-imposed gags.

T discuss these issues again and
again because they appear important
tq me. esnecially when I hear well-
intentioned wveople, includine Jews,
dissuading Jews from advancing -
movements like the C.1.0., the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union, and the
oreanizations fiehtine Fageism and
helning Spain and China. Such ob-
isctory grant that Catholie-Faseism
js a menace to ecivilized institutions,
bt thevy sugeest the notion that
when a few Jews attack Catholie-
Fageigm they invite on the heads of
all Jews the wrath of the medievals

\
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ists. Therefore, to be logical, no Jew
should attack Japanese militarism,
Mussolini or Hitler. No Jew should
try to preserve democracy and peace.
No Jew should endorse the move-
ments that stand for improved condi-
tions for labor. They draw the in-
- ference—unfounded, it seems to me—-
that they can do better by resting
their case and cause with the powers
that be, whether it's imperialism,
economic royalism, or Fascism. This
ig flying in the facc of history, for
we have seen how ready the reac-
tionaries are to use anti-Semitism,
or any other form of persecution, to
further their interests. Loosing the
hounds of race prejudice is a valu-
able weapon with the rulers in Fase-
ist lands or the rank conservatives in
democratic countries. We have seen
many times how our Southern bour-
bons can make effective use of the
Negro race as a scapegoat. Such
vested interests will use. anti-Semi-
tism ag readily as it’ll resort to lynch
law and Negro-baiting, if anything is
to be gained by such a program. I can
imagine nothing more fatuous than to
appeal to such elements to give aid
and comfort to a persecuted minority.
Oppressed minorities can’t make bar-
gains with gangsterism. ’
This brings us to the question:
How are the Jews_to defend them-
selves? James Waterman Wise, whom
I quoted above, outlines a get of ideas
that strike me ag being sound. Mr.
Wise, who is the able and gifted son
of famed Rabbi Stephen S. Wise,
writess
“First, it seems to me that the
times call for reaffirmation of Jew-
ish rights. Such affirmation must
be unqualified and uncompromising.
It must be made not in words alone,
but in our actions as individuals
and as members of a group, Such
affirmation must stress constitution-
al rights—especially the right of a
minority to voice unpopular ideas
and the right, which has been tacit-
ly challenged, to hold any and every
office to which Jews are entitled
by integrity and ability. Such affir-
mation must restate religious
rights, not in terms of formal toler-
ance, but as guaranteeing that no
‘subtle or overt discrimination be
practiced against adherents of
Judaism, and that any national,
state or municipal officeholder who
so discriminates shall be driven

from public office. Such affirmation

must insist upon cultural rights so

that the language, the tradition,
the folk-lore and the aspirations of

Jews may have full and free scope

to weave themselves into the pat-

tern of a democratic American cul-

ture. .

“Such a reaffirmation of Jewish
rights will clarify the issue in our
own minds and in the minds of mil-
lions of our fellow-Americans, It
will show our determination not teo
barter our heritage of equality for
a mess of sufferance, nor wiliingly
to submit to Fascist blackmail and
vigilante terror. It will expose the
anti-Semites and Jew-baiters for
what they are—camouflaged .shock
troops of intolerance and dictator-
ship.

“Second, it is imperative that we
align ourselves with those forces in
American life which are as organ-
ically and inevitably OPPOSED to
anti-Semitism as the reactionaries
are HEADED TOWARD IT. These
are the forces of progress and de-
mocracy., It is not enough that we
passively sympathize with them. We
must actively, even heroically, par-
ticipate in their struggles.

“On grounds of self-interest. it
is essential that these forces—the
only forces on whom we can count
as allies in maintaining our free-
dom and equality of status—shall
know us aud knuw ovur cause, This
they can do only if we stand shoul-
der to shoulder with them in com-
mon effort. Every Jew who Iis
known as a friend of labor binds
the labor movement closer te his
people’s fate. Every Jew who cham-
pions the under-privileged, the un-
employed, the exploited millions of
our land, cements enduring and
precious friendships for his race.
Every Jew who battles to preserve
civil and industrial liberties, aug-
ments the power of resistance to as-
saults upon Jewish liberties.”

In ghort, don’t look to your enemies
for the preservation of your freedam.
You must fight your battles openly, .
candidly and honestly, meeting each
issue face to face, Don’t try to ride
out the storm in some dark cellar.
A voluntary surrender of one’s rights
is the lowest form of cowardice. And.
once surrendered, it can be regained
only by fighting the battles of democ-
racy and liberalism over again, with
chances of victory lessened hecause of
corrupted morale. The answer to
prejudice and bigotry is honest criti-
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cism, open organization and direct
defense. :

L

In Robert Briffault’s book, “Europa,”’
there is a passage which inginuates
that William Tell, the liberator of the
Swiss people from Gessler’s yoke, and
King Arthur and his Knights of the
Round Table, were merely myths.
Please comment.

Author Briffault’y statement is cor-
reet. Tell never existed. The Arthur-
ian Tales are legends. For authority
I refer my readers to the Encyclope-
dia Britannica,

L

Can you tell me where the biggest job
of air-co_ndit»ioning* has been done?

By far, the biggest installation for
air-conditioning is in the U.S. Capi-
tol, which algo includes the Senate

Office Building, the Old House Office|
Building, and the New House Office|
Building, all of whieh are fed cooled

New Refrigerating |

air from the
Plant near the U.S. Capitol Power

Plant. This job, begun in 1933, was|i
finished in 1938. To give my readers |,
an idea of the vastness of the system, ||
let me explain that the refrigerating|
capacity of the plant is equal to]

the melting each day of a block of
ice 50 feet square and as high as a
seven-story b‘gldin,}?'

In view of the great quantity of anti-
Fascist articles you have written, would
you visit Germany or Italy, if you had
the chance?

My first impulse is to say it might
be safer to go elsewhere. If I did go
into either or Loth Fascist paradises,
I'd be careful to see that my papers
were in order, that I ecarried. no
printed or written matter that might
incriminate me, and I’d conduct my-
self, as much as possible, ag an or-
dinary tourist. Even then I might
land in the hoosegow, for my attacks
have, to my personal knowledge, at-
tracted unfriendly notice. In fact,
one of my readers spent 12 days in
jail in Italy because he, an American
citizen, was caught entering the
country with a supply of my little
books in his trunk. It happened in
1927, though I heard about it only
the other day, when I received a
clipping from the June 15, 1938, issue
of the People’s World, published in
San Francisco, Calif. The article, by
G. P. Hitcheoek, tells about the work

of the great Italian-American sculp-
tor, Beniamino Bufano, who, by the
way, is doing the immense statue of
St. Francis D’Assizi, which will be
placed on San Francisco’s Twin
Peaks. And, while I'm at it, let me
identify Bufano to the average read-
ers by telling them they can have a
free look at one of Bufano’s pleces
of modeling the next time they get
hold of a buffalo nickel, for it was
this artist who did the job for the
U.8. Treasury.  But, to return to the
point, Bufano is quoted as saying:

“l had enmough experience with

the Italian Fascist government. 1
went to Italy to study in 1927. The
police nabbed me in Rome and sized
up my beoks. I used to carry a
whaole library of Haldeman-Julius’
books. They adked me if there were
any anti-Fascist works among them,
I told them that many of the writ-
ings were 500 to 1,000 vears old and
that inasmuch as most of the writ-
ers had been against oppression,
perhaps there were things against
the government in them.

‘“They threw me in jail 12 days
for my answer and only the assis-
tance of the art patroness, the
Princess Beorgese, got me out.”

If a reader gets 12 days in jail for
merely carrying some of my books,
‘vperhaps it’d be a pious idea if I
stayed away, lest I be stood against
ithe nearest wall. I'm hot against
Fascism, but I'm not quite ready to
die for my ideas. I prefer to live and
fight Fascism rather than becoming
one of its ma;ftyri

Please comment on the favorite theme
of newspaper editorialists, that our
crime bill would be cut measurably if
we did away with the parole system.

The argument has no factual
basis. Sanford Bates, for years di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons, and noted penologist, says: “From
such figures as we have ag to the
total new volume of crime, we have
found fewer than 1 percent of the
current arrests are found to be on
parole” The old argument that fill-
ing up our prisons with victims of
society and letting them rot there in
order to “prevent” crime, is unsound.
As Mr. Bates says:

“May T refer once more to the
possibility we are overdoing the
matter of punishment in America?

“Informal figures . . . disclose the
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disquieting fact we are sending six

times as many men to prison in

America as In England. But has this

practice made us any freer from

crime?”

Our parole system works, especial-
ly when it’s used to help instead of
* to harasg the r@leised*prisoners'.

¥
Has President Rooscvclt cver paid his
respects to omr tin-horm Hitler, Mayor
Frank Hague, of Jersey City?

In his 13th Fireside Chat, on June
24, 1988, President Roosevelt refer-
red to Hague, though he didn’t men-
tion him by name. F. D. R.)s un-
mistakable rebuke follows:

“And I am concerned about the
attitude of a candidate or his
sponsors with respect to the rights
of Amerfcan citizens to assemble
"peaceably and to express publicly
their views and opinions on import-
ant social and economic issues,
There can be no constitutional de-
mocracy in apy community which
denies to the individual his freedom
to speak and worship as he wishes.
The American people will not be
deceived by anyone who attempts to
suppress individual liberty under
the pretense of patriotism.”
Roosevelt continues to be lambasted

in the Fascist press, while Hague
gets reams of favorable publicity
from Mussolini’s and Hitler's editors.
Fascist swine are always quick to
recognize their kin.

L . S ,
1 have studied your figures dealing with
the sad decline of Germany’s universi-
ties. How do the Fascists meet such
devastating arguments?

The Fascists are shameless enemies
of edueation and enlightenment.
Knowing that true edueation helps
develop agpirations for frecdom and
democracy, Fascists do their utmost
to keep the masses from gebtmg real
educations. Only enough is taught
to keep them satisfied w1{7h the ter-
rorigtic regime; all else is consider-
ed against the best interests of the
totalitarian State. In Italy, Musso-
Hni turned the public schools over to
the Catholic Church, with results
that should be obviouw to even super-
ficial observers. Another : Catholic-
Fascist dictator, Oliveira Salazar, of
Portugal, hecame frank and open
when asked to diseuss his scheme for
holding the masses in subjection.
His words give one an insight into

the mentality of the Cathohc—Fasclsts
Salazar says:

“We must show the people that
happiness cannot be found in our
grtificial modern life; they must
seek it in individual adaptations to
their environment: I know that the
poor can never make themselves
completely happy. For the solution
of thc problem 1 have just stated,
I rely on the reduction of education,

a careful selection of what is to be
taught, the protection of the coun-
try districts from evil influences
and the depopulation of the towns.
“In the newspapers I often read
this pitiful sentence: “The people
must be taught to read.”’ And I say
to myself, ‘What shall they read?’
It is education and undesirable
literature, these are our enemies.”
Portugal’s population, let me add,
is already 60 percent illiterate, and
the dictator isn’t satisfied even with
such a miserable state of affairs. He
would, in order to protect Catholic-
Fageism, make illiteracy - even more
general. According to the Baltimore
Evening Sun (where I got the above
sentences from Salazar), Portugal’s
Cathohc—Fascmt dietator “is restrict-
ing admission to schools, discontinu-
ing popular educational lectures in
Lisbon and cuttmg the educational
appropriation 'way down.”

The above is just one more proof of
the evil consequenceg of Fascism.

1 often hear the U.S. referred to as a

Protestant country. Is this true?
Church statistics for 1926, issued

by the U.S. Census, show that more

‘than 50 percent of the population

were without church affiliations of any
kind. This was out of a population
of 116,531,963, The same veport
shows 4081 242 listed as Jewish and
18,605,008 as Roman Catholic. If we
deduct these two religioug bodies from
the total church membership, 54,5676,
346, and liberally desigrating all the
resfc as Protestant, we arrive at the
conclugion that fhm‘o are 21,890,101
Protestants in the U.S. Thls is about
27 percent of the population. There-
fore, the oft-repeated statement that
"bhls is a Protestant country” does,w 't
jibe with the fx‘acts

Do you recommem’i the use of Xervac
for baldness?

The Freeman was the first (and
only) publication in the country %9

N
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expose the machine (Xervae) sold by
the Crosley Radio Corporation, Cin-
cinnati, O. My articles which show-
ed up the claims as so much bunk
appeared at a time when the maga-
zines and newspapers Were carrying
large, expensive advertisementy of
thig big concern. Naturally, as I’ve
explained many times in the past,
the capitalistic press, when it’s a
party to deceiving the publie, keeps
its trap shut in order to take in more
dough. The consumer’s interests
mean nothing to the average news-
paper or magazine. Now we find that
my attacks on Xervae have taken
effect, for the Federal Trade Commis-
sion hag compelled the Xervac con-
cern to. sign a stipulation in which. it
agrces to quit the elaim that its ma-
chine (which sells at more than $100)
will stop the falling of an abnormal
amount of hair. The Crosley Radio
Corporation also admits in its stipu-
lation that the Xervac device won't
“cnable patienty to regain normal,
healthy hair, or that it constitutes a
competent treatment for baldness or
falling or lifeless hair.” In fact, every
charge made by The Freeman has
been sustained by the F'TC, with the
result that from now on the public
will be protected against advertising
claime which ean’t be substantiated.
We see again how a little paper can
serve the public constructively while
the great journals, with their immense
advertising revenue, are always ready
to join in the racket of gypping the
consumer. Incidentally, I defy any
Freeman reoader to find so mueh as a

gingle line of type in the average:

capitalistic periodical showing that
the FTC has cracked down on the ad-
vertising claimg of one of the press’s
most profitable accounts. How long
iz it going to take the consumers to
wake up to the racket that’s being
put over by the capitalistic press?
How long is it going to take them to
learn that the capitalistic newspapers
and magazines are out to help make
them pay big money for rank bunk?
How long is it going to take the aver-
age congumer to learn that he must
supnort and help build a free, inde-
pendent press that’ll serve the con-

. sumers ingtead of the big-money |

advertisers?
- ' L R S
I have an opportunity to invest $500 in

a mortgage certificate issued by a Cath-
olic Church which owns considerable
property in my community. Would you
advise-me to take the risk?

I advise you to pass up this chance
to lose your $500. Put your savings
in the nearest postal savings bank.
In his magazine, Social Justice, for
June 6, 1938, Father Coughlin writes
that “more than 72 percent of our
Church properties are encumbered
with unpayable mortgages.” '

: I S

An American newspaper editor, just re-
turned from Italy, says it’s surprising
how, after 16 years, -Mussolini remains
the most popular man in. his country.
Please comment,

Our editor must be naive, He saw
Mussolini’s slogans everywhere. He
noticed “Duce, Duce, Duce” on every
wall and fence. The radio rang with
Mussgolini’s name, The newspapers
splashed his words and picture over
every front page. But, even a school-
boy should know that Mussolini him-
self ordered his slogans and name on
the wallg of buildings. His press de-
partment told the editors how to ex-
ploit the Mussolini name and person-
ality. The radio system belongs to
the great mass-murderer. Why be
impressed with the fact that Musso-
lini’s name is the most publicized in
all Italy? There’s no opposition that
has the legal right to express itself
about, the dictator. I'm sure a month
of free speech, free press and free
discussion would end with M’s de-
flation.

Recently I flew into Lambert Airport,
St. Louis, Mo, and while walking
through the waiting room I came on a
vending machine that struck me as
being something revolutionary. There,
at its top, was the name of E. Halde-
man-Julius, and inside, subject to call
by way of dimes, were four Little Blue
Books. What’s it all about?

On July 5, 1988, I drove to St
Louis just to have a look at those
machines, and while there was inter-
viewed by a repurter for the St. Louls
Globe-Democrat. What follows is
taken from the July 7, 1938, issue of
that newspaper:

Sixty days ago Milton W. Green-
wald, St. Louis linen importer, and
William Hartman, an investment
banker of the Chase Hotel, “drop-
ped in” on B. Haldeman-Julius, pub-
lisher of the Little Blue Books, at
his office in Girard, Kans., to dis-



E. Haldeman-Julius

25

i

cuss their idea for distributing the

‘books from automatic vending ma-
chines.

Yesterday Haldeman-Julms was
in St. Louis to inspect- the first
of the machines, which have already
been given preliminary tests here
which indicate they will be success-
ful. The publisher, who has sold
- 200,000,000 Little Blue Books in
almost 20 years, asserted he was
setting a goal of 2,000,000,000 for
the next 20 years.

-Hartman., who asserted automatic
vending is a new idea in the dis-
tribution of literature, said 10 of
the machines are now in use in St.
Louis, and that a thorough test
will be made in this city before na-
tienal distribution begins. It s
planned to manufacture the ma-
chines, which will vend from four
to 18 titles, in St. Louis.

Haldeman-Julius said  current
tastes in literature are more eeri-
ous than they were a fow years ago.

“It may seem far-fetched, but
President Roosevelt has had a tre-
mendous effect on the people’s
reading,” he said.  “Economic sub-
jects are in demand as never be-
fore. I think the. President has
‘turned people ' toward liberalism
and broadened the horizon of their
interests.”

The publisher expressed the be-
lief recent business improvement
will continue, and eredited the gov-
ernmental spending program with
the upturn.

An ardent foe of Fascism, he de-
scribed it as one of the greatest
dangers faced by this country, as-
serting a vast amount of undercov-
er organization work is going on
at present.

“Communists have become so
alarmed they are ready to support
capitalistice democracy_m an effort
to avert Fascism,” he Said. “Fascist
elements would be a real danger
today if they had the right leader.
What they need is a man like Huey
Long.”

Like the late Will Rogers, all I
know is what I read in the papers.
T know little more than is told in the
newspaper story above. The vending
machines are attractive, and, while 1

know sbsolutely nothing about this.

business, it seems to me as though the
near future is going to see gome amaz-
ing developments in the distribution of
reading matter. I have nothing to do
with these machines, my contract be-
ing limited only to my supplying the
company with unlimited quantities of

Little Blue Books, a job I'm always
elad to do. Mr. Hartman and Mr.
Greenwald operate under the name of
Vend-A-Book Co., 503 North Taylor
Ave., St. Louis, Mo, to whom in-
quiries should be addressed by per-
gons interested in obtaining dlsftrlbu-
tion rights to the machines.

While having lunch with Greenwald
and Hartman, in the Hotel Chase
dining room, I was told that the place
was crowded with Freeman readers.
And, sure enough, I soon learned this
wag no exaggeration, for, as a result
of the friendly efforts of a get of
19-year-old twins, bus-boys Joseph
and Anthony Arico, practically all of
the other employes, including several
waitresses, were steady readers of
this pious .journal. Ngedless to say,
I wag flattered down to my toes. And,
by the way, let me add that the twins
are just about the cutest little fellows
you ever saw—sturdy, manly chaps,
with wide open grins, bright eyes, and
intelligent, expressive countenances.
It was a joy just to look at them,
though I grant you I couldn’t tell
which was which. They are the fin-
est type of self-cducated workers.
Their reading is of the very best, in-
cluding"heavy portions of Joseph Me-
Cabe’s substantial mental fare. Born
in Staunton, Ill., where they gradu-
ated from high school, they went into
the big, cruel world to make their
own way—and they’re doing well, all
things considered. They manage to
keep themselves supplied with excel-
lent literature, which they read every
nieht until the desire for sleep puts
them out of commission. Freethink-
ers to the core, they lap up all my
books which attack supcrnoturalism

~and theology. They soon got their fel-
: low-employes reading my stuff. One

in particular struck my eye with a
reverberating bang. She's a black-
haired, black-eved, olive-complexion-
ed, red-htmed shiny-toothed, glamor-
ous, cxotic misy, with morc beauty to
hgr 110 pounds than you'll find in
several famoug Hollywood stars. And
she’s one of my steadv readers. May-
be that didn’t help whet my appetite.

I tried to look up my favorite read-
er, C. A. Lane. at his home at 7442a
Hazel Ave., Ma'olexwood Mo., but I
oot no answer to mv ring of the bell.
The house was in darkness, and, as

it-was about 9 P.M., T concluded the
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family must have gone to a movie. I
should have given them some warn-
ing. I'm sorry I missed Lang, his
wife and their two beautiful daugh-
ters, but there’ll be more chancey to
come. I then wrote to the Arico twins
telling them to get in touch with Read-
er Lang, adding I thought theyd
make great friends, for their tastes
run pretty well in the same direc-
tions., I then wrote to Lang suggest-
ing that he look out for the boys.

And thus, having done my Boy Scout}
deed for the day, I turned in for a.

well-earned snooze.

o5 &
I notice that you favor Roosevelt for
a third term. Do you believe We’ll have
a chance to vote for him jn 19402

Your guess is as good as mine. I'm

inclined to agree with Norman Thom-
as, Socialist leader, who said, on
June 18, 1938, at Forest Park, Pa.,
“Tt’s a little better than an even bet
that President Roosevelt will be a
candidate for a third term.” Thomas
added his belief that the 1940 Demo-
cratic national convention would draft
Roosevelt. “The Republicans,” he
added, “haven’t produced a leader
who would have any chance.”

L

Can yon give me any information con-
cerning the Crimean War? What na-
tions took part in it? 'What year did it
start? What year and month did it
finish?

Questions like the above can be
answered by referring to any ency-
elopedia, so I don’t believe I should
give space in The Freeman to such
requests. If my reader deoesn’t own
a good encyclopedia, he can refer to
one in the nearest public library. I
geot move than 500 questions per month
and can answer only about 100, so T
must select the ones that have the
greatest reader interest. I'm not al-
ways successful, but I try, at least,
to avoid duplicating the material
that’s easily available in common
banks of referf;nce.

I drive a milk wagon. While on duty
one morning I came on a fire. I joined
the neighhars in removing furniture,
and while doing this suffered severe
burns. My employer, who has workmen’s
compensation insurance, says the in-
surance company refuses te pay my
doctor’s bill and the loss of three weeks’
gime because I wasn’t hurt in doing my
job, that when I Jeft my wagen I quit

my job. Please advise.

I usually refrain my giving any
sort of comments on legal questions,
but m willing to make an exception
in this instance. I find that an Al-
bany newspaper’s route driver, while
on his job, went to the aid of an in-
jured motorist. He was struck and
killed by another car. A New York
appellate court ruled that he didn’t
abandon his job when he undertook
this personal mission and that the
newspaper and the insurance company
must pay compensation award to the
driver’s father.

%

How old is the science of modern eco-
nomics?

That’s hard to tell. Some of the
ideas used by modern economists
come from the ancients, and some
come from before the age of ma-
chinery, but the most powerful
starting force was Adam Smith’s
“Wealth of = Nations,” which was
published & century and a half
ago, 'This magnificent work has
had tremendous influence. Adam
Smith gathered thousandg of import-
ant facts—most of which are still of
great interest even to the average
layman—and pointed his arguments
in the direction of free competition.
Prior to Adam Smith business was
hampered with numerous traditional
taboos, which made it difficult for
Capitalism to get a full start. Adam
Smith fought for the removal of re-
straints on free enterprise, an idea
that was sound in those days when
industry was slruggling to expand
and function profitably en a larger
bagis. Put crudely, Adam Smith in-
sisted that it was better to remove
the restraints that had prevailed
since Elizabethan days in order to en-
able the emerging eapitalists to get
going, even though such freedom
would bring new problems. Fqr about
a century, Adam Smith’s ideas pre-
vailed, but as capitalistic society be-
came more complicated it was found
that the social good demanded that
some agency shall assert # growing
wreasure of control over business.
Those were the days of rampant in-

dividualism, when it was held that
even public schools were a means of

“enslaving” the children ¢f the poor
by making them “paupers” of the
State, thus denying them their innate
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“right” to compete for an education
~in a freg world. The idea - sounded
noble, but the world soon saw through
it, for it didn’t take the leaderg of
the massey long to realize that a
miner's son, for example, who wanted
an education didn’t stand a chance
alongside the son of a capitalist who
could spend as much ag $5,000 a year
on hiy education. Here I'm reminded
of Anatole France’s splendid sarcasm
when he declared that one of the
glories of eoconomiec freedom under
Capitalism was the fact that both
the poor and the rich had the right to
sleep under the bridge. The indi-
vidualy who followed Adam Smith
fought public libraries, trade union-
ism, shorter workdays, higher wages
through ecollectiver bargaining, mini-
mum wages, workmen’s compensation,
safety devices, and almost any other
measure that might serve to put more
power into the hands of the State.
Today, that philosophy is as dead as
the dodo. But that doesm’t alter the
fact that for some generations Adam

"Smith’s policies were sound, in that.
they enabled the capitalistic system
to get going. Of course, Adam Smith;

himself - wasnt thinking about the
birth pains of a new social system,
now calleq Capitalism. He had in
mind the fortunes of individual mer-
chants, but the ideas he promulgated
for them were found applicable to the
large-gcale capitalistic interests that
went into mining, textiles, steel, ma-
chinery, and the like. Tt would be
ridiculous to ecriticize Adam Smith
according to our 20th Century stand-
ards. We must study the man as a
part of his time and environment. He
served hig day brilliantly, but today
his ideas would paralyze every at-
tempt to gtrengthen the general ideas
of social insurance. In Adam Smith’s
day government was looked on as a
glorified cop, to keep the bad man
from committing crimes, but at the
same time doing nothing to eliminate
the vast social crimes of unrestrained
Cavpitalism, with its heartless exploi-
tation, its profiteering, its adultera-
tions, and itz subordination of every-
thing to the motive of making a profit.
Today, we are coming closer to the
" more humanitarian idea that the gov-
ernment iy more than a cop to chase
after bad men; it is an instrument
for regulating, controlling, and even

owning the great meang of wealth
production, distribution and exchange.
Rugged individualism is gone, for
good. The tendencies today are all
in the direction of social reform and -
Socialism. The U.S., for generations
devoted to the prineiples of individ-
ualism, is only beginning to indulge
in the activities that envisage con-
trol over the broad avenues of social
life. President Roosevelt is doing the
necessary spade work here, and it’s of
immense importance, even though his
basic motive may be to rescue and
strengthen Capitalism. He is teaching
the U.S. to appreciate the necessity-
for mipimum wages, maximum hours,
old. age pensions, unemployment in-
surance, and, eventually, health in-
surance, let us hope. The process is
slow—all movementy dealing with
tens of millions of people must. mova
cautiously—but - the  evolutionary
forces are at work and will continue
to move humanity in the direction of
scientific and orderly socialization.
The future belongs to Socialism, but
we must remember that it’s better to
move towards that objective step by
step instead of trying to bring utopia
between days. The seeds of Socialism

‘have already been planted. They

must be tended. In time they will
hring great harvests. And if Adam
Smith were to eome back in that fu-
ture day, even he might say that
while hiy rugged individualism work-
ed suceessfully in Kis time, the new
day and its socialistie institutions are
the logical developments of modern
economic forees. Socialism would
have been an absurd proposal a cen-
tury and a half ago when Adam
Smith fought se valiantly for free
enberprise, but Smith’s competitive
ideology would be equally absurd in
these social-minded times.
L I

Can you give me a few words with all
the vowels in consecative order? .

Abstemious; facetious.
S

I am enclosing several advertisements
offering me the chance to start a home
mail order business. I am 58 years old
and not able to do hard work any
more. I am wondering if this is a feas-
ible way for me to make a living as I
have read that even bedfast people are
making their ewn way.

A home mail order business requires
considerable working capital, experi-
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ence, good mailing lists, and an at-

tractive proposition. It’s my mnotion:

the writer of the above will be wast-
ing time and money if he tries to take
on one of these propositions. He is
pretty bad off as it is, but if he ties
himself up with one of these home
mail order schemes he’ll be worse off
than ever.

L
Please state the number of times the
0Old and New Testaments have been
changed to suit the ages in which they
were writlten, I refer (0 the meaning
of the passages. Also the number of
interpretations throughout the scrip-
tures. I would appreciate to know what
these changes were, where they were
found, and the approximate number of
times they were changed.

There ig a whole library devoted to
the biblical criticism mentioned above.
Some of it is known as Modernism.
Some ig called High Criticism:. Most
of it—and by far the best—is known
as Skepticism, Rationalism, Material-
ism, Agnosticism, or Atheism, Joseph
McCabe, who has written many books;
devoted special attention to this
branch of research. Interested read-
ers are referred to his works.

O O

Evolutionists claim that the human
species developed from a single cell.
The reason 1 believe this is unreason-
ahle is hecauge the human hody is too
complicated to grow from such a crude
source,

Herbert Spencer, in “Principles of
Biology,” discusses this point, ag fol-
lows:

“If a single cell, under appropri-
ate conditions, becomes a man in
the space of a few years, there can
surely be no difficulty in under-
gtanding how, under appropriate
conditions, a cell may, in the course
of untold millions of years, glve
origin to the human race.”

Should we work for posterity?

Moralists tell us we should, but I'm
not much impressed because I’ve nev-
er seen anything that was done for
us by posterity. When Thoreau was
dying, someone asked him about “the
other world,” and he answered, “One
~world at a time.” I say one genera-
tion at a time.

LR S

When Fascists pour their bombs on
noncombatants, do they let the folks
-back home know what they’re doing?

Certainly. They boast about it. In
Mussolini’s newspapers, bombing of

helpless women and children is de-
fended as a “humanitarian” measure
because it’s supposed to shorten a
war. In Hitlerland, where fanati-
cism is wedded to brutality, we find
deeper explorations into the psychol-
ogy of mass murder. Nazism puts
bombing of civilians on a holy, sac-
red plane, as something that’s real-
ly intended for the guod of human-
ity. -The thousands of women and
children who were murdered in Bar-
celona and other cities by Hitler and
Mussolini would be grateful, could
they rise from their graves, to know
that they were slaughtered for the
good of the race. If this sounds fan-
tagtie, let me quote from a German
publication, the Archiv fur Biologie
and Rassengesellschaft, - which, ac-~
cording to Claud Cockburn, in Ken,
published an article entitled “The
Utility of Air Bombardment From
the Point of View of Racial Selection
and Social Hygiene,” and written by
2 high officer in Hitler’s army. He
says: )

“It is the most thickly populated
quarters which will suffer the most.
These quarters are inhabited by

- poor people who have not sncesedad
in life, the disinherited members of
the community which will thus be
freed of them. On the other hand
tho explogion of large bombs of one
ton weight or more, apart from the
deaths caused, ‘will also inevitably
produce numerous cases of madness.
_People with weak nervous systems
will be unable to withstand the
shock.

“Thus bombardment will assist us
to discover mcurotiec people and re-
move them from social life. Once
discovered, it will be simple to
sterilize them and thus assure racial
sclcetion.” :

When a glorifieq Al Capone adds '

“philosophy” to gangsterism we get
mongtrous expressions like the above.
Perhaps, in the war that seems around
the corner, when countries like
Czechoslovakia will be attacked by
air, will they be asked by Hitler to
identify certain quarters (preferably
where Jews and other undesirables
live) zo they ecan apply .their hu-
manitarian, race-building bombard-
ments to those sections? Fascism is
a mental disease, as well ag a physical
one. No wonder Hitler robbed {)r.
Sigmund Freud and let him leave the
country (after collecting a large

-

.
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ransom), for it wouldn’t do to have
a doctor around who understands the
quirks of crazy people.
LI
What’s the difference between assurance
and insurance?
When one insures, he provides for
a possible happening, such as fire or
accident; to assure is to make pro-
vision for a cg‘rtaigcy, such as death.

Can you suggest the hest way of handl-
ing back house rent?

Get modern plumbing.
i

Do you think we are in danger of being
attacked by any or all of the three great
Fascist powers?

I have commented on the military
and naval aspcets. of such a poesi-
bility, showing, from what 1 looked
on as excellent authorities, that while
there was little likelihood of a di-
rect attack there was danger from
two sonrces: the growth of Fascism
in Central and South America, and
the establishment of a Nazi espion-
age serviece in the U.S. with the pur-
pose of helping Hitler, Mussolini and
Javan to entrench themselves in Latin
America and create a following here
to help the dictators. in their war on
western democracy.

But, T would give such possibil-
ities slicht accentance if I thought
our countrv had onlv such elements
to contend with., T don%t think anv
form of Faselsm ecan assert itself
effectively in our ~countrv solely
through the efforts of the three die-
tatorshing just mentioned, but what
canses me serious conecern o the de-
velonment of onr own Fascist-minded
elements. esnecially those in polities
and  industry, man like Mavor
Trank Haone, of Jersey Citv. carries
a real threat acaingt American de-
maeracv. for the man thinks and acte
Tike o Fitlerite. A lefter from Nor-
man Thomas, to The American Free-
man. dwells on this daneer, as fol-
Tows: :

The sinister influence of Mayor

Frank Hague of Jersey City has

never loomed more ominously than

since Saturday evening, June 4, 1938,

when it reached outside Husdon

County to break up a Socialist meet-

ing at which I tried to speak. The

one rotten avple Is beginning to

infect the barrel.. . !
Hague’s tactics are frighteningly:

like those of Ilitler and Mussolini.

Reinforced with a stern threat to
the jubs and livelihood of thosc
hesitant to fall in line, the ward
bosses and Hague-controlled heads
of religious, fraternal, veterans
and even labor organizations, create
a fake mob, decked out with signs,
slogans, bands, and flags—and clubs
and rubber hoses. They appeal to
anti-Semitism, religious prejudice,
and red-baiting to arouse a spurious
patriotism, that moves the mob to
destroy in the name of liberty the
only constitutional guarantees of
liberty. Police and city officials co-
opérate either actively or through
inaction,

It isn’t important that it was a .
Socialist meeting that was broken
up in Newark nor that I was the
speaker. Any anti-Hague meeting or
gesture would have met with the
gsame fate. William Carney of the
C10, Jeff Burkitt, John Longo, Con-
gressman Jerry O’Connell can testi-
fy to that. Frank Hague and his po-
litical machine are the most serious
overt threat to democracy in the
United States today. That his in-
fluence can extend to Newark is a
warning to every citizen that this
is not a “local police problem,” as
it was described by President Roose-
velt, It is a menace to the peace
and freedom of every American,

Yes, a few Mayor Hagues can be
far more dangerous to our liberties.
than Hitler and Mussolini combined.
While on this line of thought let me
quote a valuable passage from Rose
M. Stein, author of “M Day,” as fol-
lows:

The real threat to American de-
mocracy. comes not from the Fascist

“states 3,000 and 6,000 miles away,
nor from the few Nazi nitwits who
gtrut around in uniforms within our
shores, It comes {from our own
powerful interests who are fighting
relief appropriations. who are fight-
ing labor unions, who.are fighting
the National Labor Relations Board,
who are fighting every progressive
plan and idea. The Weirs, Fords,
Rands and Girdlers are a far great-
er menace to our democracy than Is
Hitler or Mussolini. Fascist doe-
trines will have little effect upon
our people unless they are hungry,
destitute and weary of the futile
hunt for jobs. And it is our own in-
dustrial autocracy that is seeking to
perpetuate conditions which make
inevitable a constant army of un-
employed.

‘Norman Thomas, Socialist leader,
in a speech at TForrest Park, Pa.,
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June 12, 1938, discussed the same
ideas touched on in Miss Siein’s
statement, as follows:

“It cannot be too strongly or too
often said, that the danger of Fasc-
ism in America comes not primarily
from any conceivable military in-
vasion or from any German or Ital-
ian -importation; it rises from with-
in; in general from degeneration of
capital in mationalism, in particular
from bigotry and the feeling toward
vinlence latent in Ameriea. With-
out war, we have a chance of de-
feating it. .

“The best contribution the United
States can make to this mad world
is to take advantage of its position
of isolation and keep out of war.
I believe that for the sake of the

world we must do this”

All anti-Fascists agree that the
U.8. must be kept out of war, if at

all possible, for there’s grave danger
that Fasmslm will dominate this
country once we go to war. But this
doesn’t alter the fact that if the
Fascist powers decide to-expand their
ideclogical war on the world's de-
mocratic powers, followed by mili«
tary aggression, the U.S. will have
to stand ready to defend itself. As
I’ve already said, such a war could
develop easily if the Fascist dicta,
tors were to plant themselves in
Central and ‘South America, from
which bases they could flout the Mon-
roe Doctrine. Even if such a situa-
tion weren’t to develop, the American
people, if they thought democracy
worth defending, would support the
world’s democracies throungh hoyeotts
on the Faseist aggressors, through
demands for economic and finaneial
support for the attacked democracies,
and through other meang of support.
The greatest problem facing the de-
moeracies, once they are compelled to
defend themselves from the Fascls't
militarists, will be to crush the ene-
mies of demacracv and at the same
time see to it that their own couns
try doesn’t blunder into Fascism.
Real statesmanship will be needed to
solve that seemingly paradoxical #it-
unation, should it arise, which ig hken
1y.

Tnton Sinclair, in a lengthy- le'tter
to The American Freeman, (whichi
I want to gquote in full because T
cong’der it of real value in these davﬁ
of Fascist aagression) closes with an
oloquent :appeal for the praservation

of - American democracy. Lovers of
freedom and democracy everywhere
will be uplifted by Sinclair’s moving
message. It follows:

Ever since. 1906, when “The
Jungle” was published in seventeen
. languages, there have beep millions
of humble people who haVe counted
me as a friend. Today, when ‘there
are over ten million copies of my
books in existence in more than
forty languages, I am making an sf-
fort to reach these many readers, in
what I believe .is.a . grave crisis. To
that end I ask the help of radio sta-
tions, and of editors of publications
of liberal :and democratic tendency,
regardless of party or faction.

Being at work upon.a play dealing
with the French revolution, I have
been .reading the ddcuments of that
time, and in a thousand details am
struck by resemblances with events
now ‘being reported. ‘History is re-
peating :itself, .and mankind has not
learned enough -from the sufferings
of a whole continent over a.eentury
.and a half.

The people of France attempted
in 1789 to break the chains of feu-
dalism, and the monarchies of Eu-
rope went to war to put those
¢hains back upon ‘their wrists, The
resuit was the ravaging of a conti-
nent by twenty-two -ye#»s of -mass-
slanghter: the sn-called Haly .Alli.
ance was riveted upon Europe, and
the people of France were forced to
wage several wars, both foreign
and civil, before they won -their
elementary political rights.

One -eontinent was ‘invelved in
that struggle; but today wé see the
same course of events -upon -three
continents. The peoples of Abys-
.sinia, Spain, and China are fighting
heroically for the rights of self-
government; four autoeracies are
banded together -against them, sev-
eral more are lending secret -aid,
-and the whole world is invelved in
a campaign of official lying. Condi-
ttons today are in many ways more
sinister and deadly than .those
which prevailed .in revolutionary
France, In those days there wecere
few newspapers, and the war of
ideas was carried on by leaflets
and pamphlets which were easy to
vrint; but today the gilant press is
in the hands of special privilege,
and in the radio the ruling classes
have made themselves a master
weapon for controlling the mass-
mind. Tn 1789 military weapons
were crude; the people of Paris
could forge themselves fifty thou--

~
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sands pikes in thirty-six hours, and
with these overthrow a nine hun-
dred year old despetism. But today
a people cannot get free without
riftes and machine-guns, and in the
last few years it has been demon-
strated to the world that they can-
not stay free unless they can man-
age to persuade the masters of mu-
nition factories to make them
bombing and pursuit-planes, giant
cannon hauled by tractors—all the
equipment of mechanized militar-
ism. costing hundreds of millions of
ollars.

The system of production for pri-
vate profit, dying of the poisoms en-
gendered in its own body, is today
dragging to its doom the civilization
which it -has helped to spread and
develep. Five years ago I defined
Fascism as “Capitalism plus mur-
der.” That was the truth then.
Class privilege, terrified by the
spread of revolt against mass suf-
fering, created a new force for its
defense. But now we see a further
development; the new forece turning
out to he stronger and more deadly
than its creator. Gangsterism has
seized the world, and the capitalists
too have a master.

At the outbreak of the World War
Prussian mikitarism was called by
this writer “the Beast with the
brains of an engineer.” In the
twenty-four years that have passed,
that Beast has been to school and
perfected his technique. He no long-
er permits oppesitien, intellectual
or moral; he wipes it out by meth-
ods which have not been known in
Europe since the days of the In-
quisition and the St. Bartholomew
Massacre. He burns books upen a
scale forgotten since the destrwetion
of the Library of Alexandria ‘de-
prived us of most of the intellectual
treasures of ancient Greece and
Rome. He is not content with mak-
ing slaves of the workers; he takes
their children and twists their
minds, turning them into little de-
mons strutting with toy guns. He
hags made anti-moralism and anti-
humanism into a religion, and con-
ducts an its behalf a crusade upon
the five continents of the earth,

How can such things -happen?
How can this evil thing go on from
trinmph te triumph? The answer is
that privileged classes would rather
see civilization perish than sacri-
fice their own power to exploit. In
every nation where the profit-system
prevails, the ‘masters of munitions,
of steel and oil and money, specula-
tors in the means of human life,

gamblers in misery, death, and de-
struction, are openly or secretly the
friends of Fascism-Nagism; still
elinging to the hope that they can
master it or buy it, and use it for
the holding down of the workers,
the preventing of a new birth of de-
mocraey in the world, this time in
industry as well as in government.
. The result ig that patriotism today
is a deception in our society; class
has become more than country, and
in every government the rulers are
intriguing with other governments
to keep the people down, betraying
them, betraying civilization itself.
That is why in France the money-
Tords are willing to see Germany
fortifying the Pyremees, and Italy
plotting to cut them from Africa,
and counter-revolution preparing to
destroy the democracy of France,
That is why the British Tories have
been willing to risk the cutting of
the life-line of their Empire, and
to see Germany win the World War
twenty years after—rather than take
the risk of that Socialism which
mnst surely follow a Hitler or a
Mussolini defeated in war.

Events are ‘moving so fas{ that
what is written today may be out
of date tomorrow. One can only
guess at the future; but on June 1,
1938, we see the brave and truly
democratic people of Czechoslovakia
about to be thrown to the wolves,
to keep the pack sated a few weels
lomger; the people of Hungary, Rou-
mania, and the Balkan states, of
Denmark, Holland, and the Baltic
stateg, all trembling beneath a
rumbling avalanche. Throughout
far-off Asia the poison is being
spread; there is nmot a country in
Svuth Amertea free from It; and
ever in my own ‘“sweet land of lib-
erty” we have in our State’ Depart-
ment men who are open sympa-
thizers with reaction, and who, with
the consent of our President, are
using a hypocritical “neutrality act”
as a means of strangling the demo-
cratically chesen people’s govern-
ment of Spain, and denying it the

. right to purchase arms for its own

defenge. This action is putting an
iron band of Kascism about Spain;
it is subjecting France to British
Tory intrigue, and in the end it
may break democracy in Europe,
Against such array of military
and money power there is no de-
fense save in the awakening people.
To all workers and producers,
whether of hand or brain, wherever
these words of mine may be able to
penetrate, I plead: Do not permit
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this conspiracy against justice and |our civilized rights-in general.

human right to take another step e ok

towards triumph. People of France, . | )} pe glad to know, merely from my
do not permit the Spanish border to, |interest in you and in the circulation
be sealed. People of Britain, stop |of knowledge, what the minimum print-
the deal with Hitler which will per- |jng of each Little Blue Book was or is.

mit the sacrifice of the little peo- . i
ples of Central Europe. People of 9 5I(§;Owas 10,000 before 1929; now it’s
,000.
#*

Soviet Russia, help the world to
Pm just as much opposed to Fascism

understand more clearly the differ-
ence between producers and exploit- as  you are, so I ask about a phase of
the question in the spirit of one who

ers, and why all the hopes of the
future lie in the producers. People seeks light. In brief: Fascist apologists
claim they are destined to rule the

of Asia, lift your voices against the
world because Fascism, or Nazism, is

military lords of Japan. People of
South America, cherish your revolu- based on force. Force is a law of na-
ture, they™insist, Democracies must die,

tiqnary traditions, and do not per=
:t;lti:)-”tr:):(fyt:gﬂl‘)ecome more than lib- they say, because they are not in har-
To the p eopl(;. of my own country, mony with natural law. Please comment.
Sons and Daughters of the American I happen to have a few sentences -
Revolution, 1 plead that they will [from the writings of a democratic
prepare for that new birth of free- |statesmaun, Edouarq Herriol, former
dom which our great Emancipator, |premier of France, which touch
Abraham Lincoln, promised us, and |pointedly on the slant presented above.

see to it that government of the s H
people, by the people and for the ‘INO‘;&:}]WI bﬁgu]&}or‘gﬁl}mpet his potent
people does not perish from the :

earth. To enlightened and truth-
loving people.of the whole earth I
plead that they will make their
voices heard in this crisis, and let it
be known that moral values still
count for something in the affairs
of men; that government by gang-
sters is not and shall not be the
final destiny of our civilization.

Since nonme uf Llhe persons gquoted
above sees fit to dwell on the import-
ance of a well-supported anti-Fascist
press, let me tack on my oft-used
gsermon., With the great newspapers
and magazines controlled by the ad-
vertisers—and that means support
for reaction and economic orthodoxy
—we-have a situation which demands
the encouragement of a set of publi-
cations which are ready and able to
defend democracy and expose Fasc-
igm for the horrible social disease it
is. I wouldn’t go to the extreme of
saying such a press alonme could win
the war against tyranny and dictator-
ship, but I insist it could serve as a
constructive and essential arm of the
anti-Fascist establishment. In fact,
without a strong press I don’t see
much hope for the future of those
who would live in a free world. Re’agl-
ers should make it a part of their
anti-Fascist program to support those
editors who are using their facilities
to educate our people into an appre-
ciation of the blessings of a free
press, free speech, free assembly, and

“Relentless propaganda seeks to
convince us today by every pos-
sible means that the superiority of
man lies only in force. It even tries
to apply the same reasoning to na-
tions. N

“Yet, in our opinion, what dis=
tinguishes man from matter is not
sheer force, but precisely that free-
dom of choice which we call lib-
erty. Accordingly, no doctrine may
call itself truly humanitarian, no
regime can flatter itself as really
trying to bring peace and happi-
ness to mankind, unless it respects
first of all that fundamental lib-
erty which is the very basis of hu-
man existence,

“To be sure, regimes based on
force have heen established in vari-
ous countries, wars are ravaging
innocent soil in different parts of
the globe and an era of barbarous
piracy seems to be reviving in the
Mediterranean,—that same Mediter-
ranean which for the past three or
four thousand years has been re-
garded as the cradle of civilization.

“But these attacks on human
dignity were only pessible because
the Democracies failed to realize
the irresistible strength that fheir
union would represent. The nations
which are trne ta the ideals of lib-
erty are, even today, numerous and
powerful enough both morally and
physically, to maintain their inde-
pendence and insure peace.”

Tyranny—and that’s all Fascism

is—has a long record, while democ-
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racy is a comparative newcomer. It'

has known brief decades in the an-
cient, world and in the few cities that
shook themselves to life during the
slow awakening that followed the
Dark Ages. During the last century
civilized men everywhere worked to
strengthen this precious prineiple, and
congiderable progress ‘was made, at
great cost in human life and suffer-
ing. Mankind has seen worse days
than even thoge given ug by Fascism,
su we hdve a4 right tv assumme that
everl this horrible nightmare will pass
and mankind will again feel safe in
hig journey to the freedom, enlighten-
ment, concord and harmony that come
with democracy. Demoecracy seems
weak because it seeks pedee above
all things, bub thal weakness real-
ly is strength, for when aroused
—and much will be needed to pro-
voke it to action—its resistance to the
Hitlers ang the Mussolinis will be
terrible to behold. Democracy isn't
weak and flabby, as the Fascists urge.
It can meet the organized gangsbers
with the only weapon they respect—
force. But when it resorts to the
sword, it won’t be to enslave but to
liberate all humanity, including the
millions of Fascism’s dupes. Democ-
racy ig the best way of life ever con-
ceived by the mind of civilized man.
It holds the best values for humanity.
A few hoodlums have captured enough
weapons to threaten democracy, but
the millions of free-spirited citizens
of a free, democratic world are wait~
ing to iprin«g‘ to the defense of those
ideas of social well-being thai malke
for a fuller, happier, richer, more
congtructive, more progressive, more
civilized life. The 90 percent aren’t
going to be annihilated or enslaved
by the aggressive 10 percent. In the
languape of President Roosevelt:
“The pesace, freedom and security of
90 percent of the population of the
world is being jeopardized by the re-
maining 10 percent,” but democracy
iy so precious a human value that it's
simply inconceivable that the 90 per-
cent will surrender to organized bar-
barisms, We still have the right to
think, to spesk, and to act for the
protectlon of civilized ways of living.
Others have surrendered that freedom
because they believe that through
force they will gain more than
through freedom. Hamilton Fish

Armstrong presents his thought in
words that are worth quoting:
“The gulf between the two concep-

tions of life is broad and deep, in-
deed. Here, there is freedom, cer-
tainly not absolute, but great and
precious, freedom of thought, free-
dom to ielieve or not to believe, .to
speak, to want and tfo choose.
There, no liberties and mo liberty.
Nothing but obedie¢nce of body, mind
and soul to the Xron will and the
upraised arm of an. indefatigable
and infallible master.”

Freedrom of thought—that is de-
moctacy’s greatest asset its finest
jewel. Without it, all is empty With-
out it we are prisoners in a vast
peni.tentiary- kDemocracy protects us
in the right to think—and that
alone makes democracy worth defend-
ing. The distinguished French author,
Jules Romains, expresses valuable
sentences on this phase of the ques-
tion under discussion, wordg which I
want to repeat for the benefit of my
readers:

“Freedom of thought is a decisive,
perhaps the only decisive test by
which the various regimes and doc-
trines " vying for supremacy today
may be measured. It is the only
test which permits anyone of good-
will to determine frankly: “‘This is
the side I am for, there is the thing
I am against!’

“Any other cnterium would only
distort the picture. Take, for in-
stance, the question of social im-
provement, considered by some as
the acid test of government. Even
dictators can claim that they are
excrecising their tyranny for the good
of the people. As a matter of fact,
that is just what they usually do

~ claim.

“Then there are the regimes
which seemingly start out from the
opposite extreme. They quickly
develop a complete similarity of
method with their bitterest ene-
miés, for théy have all one great
point in common-—the utter suppres-
sion of the freedom of thought,

“On the other hand, any regime
accepting this freedom of thought
and the resulting freedom of speech
and writing as the fundamental cor-
nerstones of its policy, may have
weaknesses, be full of contradic-
tions, absurdities and even injus-
tices, but these are all certain to
be only - temporary.

“For the freedom of thought as
history proved many times, leads

.
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inevitably to a quest of social jus-
tice, And inversely, history also
shows that te suppress or suspend
freedom of thought under the pre-
text of a short cut to a better so-
cial order, is to make a grave and
dangerous miscalculation if one is
sincere, and a criminal plot against
humanity, if one is not. .

“All our confidence in democracy,
all our active affection for free
government, .is based on this prin-
ciple.” .

g

The September 3, 1938, issue of Liberty
contains an interview with Stalin by
Princess Catherine Radziwill. Is it au-
thentic? .

The first thing that made me suspi-
cious about this alleged interview
was the fact that the “Princess” fail-

ed to mention when or where the in-

terview was held., After that it didn’t
take me long to decide that the whole
thing was a journalistic fake. Later,
The Daily Worker carried a cable
from Moscow, as follows:

“Interview with Stalin by Princess
Radziwill is gross invention. We
can categorically state that from
beginning to end it is a lie.”

Bernarr Macfadden’s Liberty is be-
comning almost open in its support of
Fascism. Its Stalin hoax is one more
evidence of bgj‘t"“}g vegahaiting.

Does a college education make fools?
Of course not. It develops them.
L

Can you tell me something about the
activities of the Soviet Union in Siberia?
Wonderful things sare being done
by the Russians in vast Siberia. The
- facts are almost unbelievable, The
whole effect is to convince any hoqest
student of affairs that the pioneering
wpirit Lthat built the American We.st
hag taken a new lease on life in
mighty Asiatic Russia.

The Soviet Union—which is larger
than all of Alaska, Canada, the United
States and Mexico combined—is tak-
ing its gigantic domain seriously, To
give my readers an idea of how vast
the country is, just register the fact
that when one leaves Moscow fpr
Vladivostok one has to make a rail-
way journey - that takes almost 10
dayg and is as far as from London to
San Franeisco. -

Of course, much of Agiatic Russia
will never amount to a great deal,
particularly the desert country in the

Souith, the steppes in parts of the
center, the vast forests in the North,
and the tundras of the Arctic. DBut
that doesn’t mean all of Siberia is a
waste. There is enough promising
land there to keep the Russians busy
for generations., And, true to their

_ | responsibilities, the Russians are mak-

ing tremendous headway in the pro-
gram to supply Siberia with rail-
roads, motor roads, collective and
State farms, gold, iron, and coal,

and other valuable products, All this

is accompanied by a vast program of
industrialization, leading which is the
production of steel in Western Si-
beria.

Great cities, some of them contain-
ing ag many as 400,000 - population,
have sprung up in the past 20 years.
Villages that contained anywhere
from 100 to 6,000 inhabitants are now
modern cities with populations rang--
ing from 20,000 to communitieg the
size of Milwaukee.

The East-West railroad which cuts
through Siberia—the longest line in
the world—hag been double-tracked
and modernized, some sections of it
being run by electricity. Impressive
additiong have been constructed in a
number of directions, some of which
are being kept secret, for military
reasons. The wvast Trans-Siberian
railroad is no quiet affair. In fact,
the volume of business done on it
staggers the, imagination. George B.
Cressey, who studied, Siberia at first
hand and wrote a valuable article:
about it for Harper's Magazine, July,
1938, says he spent several - weeks
traveling back and forth on the main
line, “and frequently ecounteq the
freight trains going in the opposite
direclions.” Believe it or not, this
independent, reliable observer says he
counted an average of one train every
17 minutes. He adds, “On two differ-
ent dates during intervals of several
hourg we passed freights every seven
minubes.” : This is in addition to pas-
senger trains, which are numerous.
There are numerous locals and four
through trains daily, according to
Mr. Cressev. Since 1923, the rolling
stock "has been “vastly improved,”
one being the addition of 1,500 power-.
ful freight locomotives, which the
Russians built in their own plants.

Where Siberia’s population, under

'the Czar, (in 1914) was only 10,400,
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000, in 1933 the population rose to
25,636,900, I have no figures for 1938,
but feel safe in estimating the popu-
lation at between 80,000,000 and 35,
000,000,

The tremendoug expans‘ion of Rus-
sian agriculture in Siberia ,makes
food plentiful, but there is a sﬁorbage
of clothes and proper housing, prob-
lems that should be solved in a few
years. Mr. Cressey says he spent
months in the Arctic and had fresh
vegetables every day.

The Soviet Union is following the
most geientific methods of agriculture
in Siberia, emphasizing mechaniza-
tion, There are 6,000 machine trac-
tor stations in Siberia, with 367,000
tractorg and 104,000 combines. Last
year (19387) Tb percent of Siberia’s
agricultural lands were plowed me-
chanically. Yes, the Russians in Si-
beria are going places. In 1987, the
grain yield for all Russia amounted
to 4,200,000,000 bushels, the  wheat
harvest being particularly good, aver-
a2ging 16 bushels to the acre. The
railroads are gspotted with large con-
crete elevators, where surpluses of
grain will be kept in order to avoid
the horrors of famine, a condition
that prevailed too often in Czarist
days.

Prior to the fall of Czarism, Rus-
sia’s gold miney produced 2,000,000
ounces annually. In 1937, gold pro-
duction arounted to 10,5600, 000 ounces.
As Mr. Cressey says, 10,000,000
ounces at $36 an ounce is worth $350 -
000,000, and this means that the Sov-
iet Union has it in its power to spend
$1,000,000 per day. in world markets,
using nothing but its own new gold.
No wonder the Soviet Union’s credit
is so high. Tt talks the langnage that
world commerce can understand—
gold.

The Soviet Union has at last
achieved one of its great objectives
—to make the Far East independent
of European Russia. Today, Siberia
can supply the munitions for the
great Russian army that’s facing the
Japanese. That army can be fed and
maintained by commodities and food
raised near at hand, The land that
was a waste only a few decades ago
is moving -forward so that in a few
years Russia’s Far East will become
a Pacific power. Mr. Cressey closes
his article with this thought:

“But the most significant thing
about the development of Siberia is
perhaps not its value in case of war,
or the material benefits which it
brings, but the fact that it has
given the Russian people a pioneer-
ing thrill which has turned their
thoughts from vague goals to pre-
sent realities.” Here is Socialist ide-
ology in application. For two dec-
ades the Russians have lived in the
hope of a better life; they have had
to imagine the fragrance of the flow-
er while it was still a bulb. Two Five

- Year Plans have mnow brought
enough of more comfortable living
to give them a definite and sub-
stantial faith in the future.

“Whatever may be the final possi-
bilities of Siberia, they are far be-
vond the current achievements. Vast
progress is within grasp. And what
is more, world peace is so essen-
tial to the continned development
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics, and this country has so
much to lose even by a successful
war, that the development of Siberia
has become a major safeguard for
world peace.”

No wonder Hitler iy casting covet-
ous eyes Eastward. If only he could
rob Russia’s cabbage patch he would,
as’ he himself said in one of his
speeches, see his economic and finan-
cial problems solved for a long time.
But the Rugsiany don’t intend to let
a gangster like Hitler steal their
great and rich country without a
ficht. The Russian masses have
something to fight for, and if things
come to a test, Hitler will find that
the new Red Army is able to defend
ity treasures of rich land, mines, fac-
tories, improved tranvsportation sys-
tems, teeming cities, growing fleets,
and the other forms of wealth that
bless the people of Russia. Hitler will
want to fight, because there’s loot
that’s beckoning him; but the Rus-
sians will want to fight even harder,
for they will want to preserve the
wealth they ereated for their own
uses and not for the glory of the
Fascists.

L
What’s your opinion of the Nazi theory
about a. short war?

Hitler and his fellow hoodlums have
the idea that they will be able, when
finally prepared, to overwhel‘m an en-
emy or group of enemies by a “total
war.” The theory has it that a single
tremendous’ assault by aireraft,
tanks, and the other arms of the mili-
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tary establishment should be able to
decide a great war in a few days, or
weeks. Japan. which has Fasecist
ideology regarding warfare, thought
its war in China would be short and
sweet. It’s almost a year old and the
end isn’t in sight, Hitler and Musso-
lini thought their. backing of Franco
would mean a quick defeat for the
Lovalist government, and at this
writing the war’s been going full tilt
for almost two years. I think the
facts permit me to conclude that a
surprise attack on France, Russia, or
any other large power, won’t be the
means of ﬁnlshﬂng off the enemy. A
surprise, in these days, can’t be kept
secret for more than 15 or 20 minutes,
after which the defenders can bring
in their powerful foreces to meet the
issue. The theory of the short war
sounds impressive on paper, but it
doesn’t seem to work out on the bat-
tlefield.
* e

Editor, The American Freeman:

I have been interested in your com-
ments on gquestions raised on current
events. Especially I appreciated the way
in which you clarified the questions re-
lating to the end of the war period. But
I cannot sympathize with your attitude
toward the present occupant of the
White House, What man could have
made a greater mistake than he made
when he rcealled Sccerctary Hull and
Prof. Moley from the London Economic
Conference? The dictators and the
Ethiopian war are plain results of that
obviously politically msplred move. The
morale ‘of the country is rapidly going
down under the machinery of central-
ization. I have intimate experience of

that, Watch it!
EMILY 8. HAMBLEN

Stanhope, N.J.

(Editor’s note: I don’t understand
how Miss Hamblen can blame Roose-~
velt for dictators like Hitler and Musso-
lini, and the Ethiopian war. Hitler stole
power before Roosevelt became Presi-
dent, and Mussolini had been bossing
Italy for a decade. As for the Etluopian
war, that was caused by Fascism’s
greed for power and prestige and was
being planned by Mussolini and General
de Bono before Roosevelt entered the
White House, according to General de
Bono’s book on his experiences before
and during the war in Ethiopia.)

de e

Joe Louis made quick work of the
“Hower” of Nazism. Could he do the
same with an adult gorilla?

You are asking the same question
which the late Arthur Brisbane ask-

ed after every big fight during his
journalistic career. It was his un-
tested theory that a gorilla could whip
two or three Jack Johnsons or Max
Baers. Unfortunately, Brisbane never
produced a gorllla and a good heavy-
weight in a ring to see what would
happen when they went to it with
everything they had. Genle Tunney,
who was a good fighter in his day,
claims & well-trained, well-condition-
ed pugilist could knoek out a gorilia,
and his opinion should carry more
weight lhan Lhat of a dead scribbler.
Tunney writes that a prize fighter
“eould put the -great Gargantua to
sleep or to rout within two mmutes,
which means that Max Schmeling is
only four seconds better than a goril-
la. I suggest that Mr. Tunney pre-
vail on some gircus or zoo that has a
gorilla to put the animal up .against
Joe Lours, selling tlckets at the usual
high prices, and giving Louis his us-
ual share of 40 percent, with an ex-
tra bunch of bananas (if gorillas
care for bananas, and I believe they
do) as its share of the draw. The
result would be of scientific value.
After hs'tenlnig to the radio report of
Joe Louis’ bout with Maxie I’'m in-
clined to put my money on the Brown
Bomber, even though Adolf (Velvet-
lips) Hitler, in his “Mein Kampf,”
insisted that the “pure Aryan”
(which here meang Schmeling) is
superior to any black man who -ever
lived. Hitler was wrong about Joe
Louis, and the late Brisbane may have
been wrong alo}out his pet gorilla.

Editar, The American Freeman'

May I be permltted the courtesy of
your valued columns to take exception
to the random observations on Soviet
Russia made by Mr. B. I'. Horton in
your issue of June, 19387

1 believe Mr. Horton to be an honest
observer and that he has set down what
he has seen and felt to be true.

As one who has resided and worked
in the Soviet Union for .a period of six
vears, however. I believe myself in a
position to comment on certain matters
mentioned in his communication that
strikes me as rather misleading.

Mr. Horton has dwelt on the creation
of a Soviet “bureaucracy”—but says
nothing about the means at the disposal
of the public te combat such manifes-
tation when it threatens to reach a
phase of questionable efficiency. There is
a sharp distinction between administra«
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five office-holding and bureaucracy, and
when the former threatens to degener-
ate into the latter, periodical purgings
at which the public-at-large becomes
general prosecutor and judge are held.
‘Bureaucrat” is a term of contempt in
the Soviet Union—-and if the danger of
“bureaucracy” is real, no less real is
the attitude of the Soviet government
in coping with such danger,

For onie who has worked im the
Soviet Union over a period of years
and has been a witness to a nation lift-
ing itself’ out of post-war chaos un-
sided (indeed, hampered in a thousand
ways) by other governments, and free-
ing itself of every trace .of capitalism,
xoot and branch, there is something
well nigh miraculous in the progress
it has made. I have seen the country
emierge from a starvation diet to a stage
where even casual observers like Mr.
Horton admit there dare mo signs of
malmitrition among the populace.

As for slums, ne country has ad-
vanced so comprehensive a program of
civic reconstruction as hag the Soviet
Union where imaginative daring com-
biries with industrial enterprise in re-
shaping the contours of an entire con-
tinent—and with the one aim in view:
to make of it a finer and better place
for eveéry cilizen to live angl be happy
in.

I am:- acquainted with the learned
arguments of those who would consider
“tragedy” and “sorrow” as an innate
part of our cultural universe; who
claim that a man-made world that might
banish from our planet the useless woes
of mankind and all the pother that goes
to making an average livelihood in a
wealth-rotting world, might reseémble
that fantastic machine-made utopia de-
scribed a: few years ago by Aldous Hux-
ley, or even before Aldous; by the Rus-
sion novelist Zamyatin whose novel,
“We” portrays just such a world. Or the
nightmarish picture of Russia given us
by E. E. Cummings.

I disagree with these gentlemen. 1
suspect that they have found under
capitalism that modicum of sacrosanct
security which entitles the Haver to
look on the sufferings of his fellow-
creatures much as we may watch the
squlrmmgs of fish in some grandiose
aquarium. Did they but plunge into the
sea of uncertainties that is the daily
struggle for bread, did they but measure
the sulfering and deatl that is part of
the struggle for an elemental bellyful,
I suspect theirs would be another tune.

Finland, by size, by its national homo-
geneity and by the fact that Finland
is not attempting any break in the con-
tinuity of a social system whose end-
products™are inevitably hunger and war
is, it would seem, easily disqualified as

the bage for any fair comparison with
the Soviet Union which in actuality
represenits: a federation of states, many
of them amongst the most backward
known: in the past, and a welter of na-
tionalities all of whom are learning to
livé in harmony with one another. Fair-
est of all comparisons might certainly
be with the United States which, in size,
natural riches and nationality problems
may furnish analogies for a detailed
comparative study.

Outstanding impressions made on me
during my Soviet 'residence have heen
the glowing optimism eof the Soviet peo-
ples—most optimistic of any people in
the world today; their enthusiasm for
{ knowledge, and social activity; their
passionate dedication to an idea whose
realization would, it seems to me, free
mankind from its age<long bondage to
things, and truly ennoble Man as the
challenger of Nature.
Commonwealth College
Mena, Ark. Eﬂ? FALKOWSKI
I would weléome your comment on the
Nazi criticismm that democracies. are too
top-heavy and cumbersome fo get any~
thing done in a hurry.

As I’ve said before, sometimes it’s
a good thing to put brakes on cer-
tain departments of government and
on certain top officials. For example,
the power to make aggressive? attacks
on pedace-loving countriey should be
curbed to the limit. But, when Hitler
lined up almost 200, 000 Nazi troops
for what he thought would be a pic-
nic jaunt through Czechoslovakia,
that democratic country wasn’t the
least bit slow about mobilizing 400,-
000 men and letting the Nazi hood-
{lums know that Czechoslovakia would
fight if attacked. Benes was quick
e'nvough to slow Hitler down, for the
time being, at any rate. Democracies
can act quickly, when they have to.
Ask Adolf (Velvetlips) Hitler.

L

€an you explain why &0 many Jews
make jokes about Nazi persecution of
their people?

Porgoeuted people -and that in-
cludéy Jews, Irish and Negroes—are
given to laughing at their troubles.
It’s a form of letting off steam, a semi-
Lysterical substitute for tears. The
latest story to illustrate this comes
from Vienna, where it was reported
that 1,500 Jews had committed sui-
cide during the first month after Hit-
ler stole the country. The joke actual-
ly aimis to squeeze a laugh out of
suicide, which any professional hu-
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morist will tell you is a pretty hard
job. The story hag it that Levi, on
meeting Cohen, says: “It’s terrible.
Moritz has gone and committed sui-
cide.” To which Cohen replies: “Well,
why shouldn’t a man take a chance
to better his position 15:‘1‘ he can?”

Editor, The American Freeman: -

In the September, 1938, Freeman you
affirm your belief in the Marxist theory
relating to depressions. But how.  do
you reconcile this theory with the his-
torical fact that the upturn from the
bottom of a depression has never been
preceded by a general increase in wages
and salaries, or a marked -increase in
employment, these changes not taking
place until after the upward movement
has begun?

What actually ends a depression is
not the development of new purchasing
power as required by the Marxist
theory. the making of something out of
nothing, but a release of already exist-
ing latent purchasing power.

At the bottom of every depression,
however severe, there are always many
millions whose incomes have been cut
but who are still able to buy some
articles which they desire, but which
they refrain from purchasing hecause
of their fear of the future. When any
considerable section of these become
convinced that the worst has happened,
thev begin purchasing the articles men-
tioned, thus starting a revival of busi-
ness and this movement is accelerated
by the investment in stocks, bonds, and
business enterprises of hitherto hoarded
funds.

What brings about a restoration of
confidence after the liquidation of a
panic cansed dislacation of industry is
the occurrence of some relatively un-
important - écomomic , change which
“primes the pump,” to use Roosevelt’s
phrage relative to government spending.
But if after the return to better times
has started fear should revive, people
will again curtail their purchases and
investments and so cause a recession
and this is what has been in progress
during the past six months.

Marx’s economic interpretation of
history containe a great deal of truth
but his surplus value theory will not
stand analysis, )
Oak Park, I1l, BENJAMIN P, HORTON

(Editor’s note: I'm afraid Mr. Horton
didn’t quite get my ideas about Marx’s
theory of depressions. It’s important
to remember that Marx showed clearly
that after millions of workers create
too heavy -inventories and  are, there-
fore, laid off, that other millions con-
tinue to remain at work and therefore
ablc te buy in the markets. Such work-

‘| what . their

ers help reduce the inventories, thus
making it profitable for the employers
to call back all or part of the men who
were laid' off. The cycle is a vicioug
one—creation of a surplus of commod-
ities by a large class that can’t buy
it back; that’s a depression, Intense
suffering by the unemployed while they
sit by and wait for others to remove
labor 'created—that’s the
depth of a depression. Gradual reduc-
tion of inventories so that. idle ma-
chines may he put into action again—
that’s recovery. The creation of new in-
ventories as the foundations of future
panics—that’s booming prosperity. As
for Marx’s theory .of surplus value,
which Mr, Horton seems to think can’t
stand analysis, it’s the simplest of the
economist’s  theories. Surplus value is
merely the difference bhetween a man’s
wages .and the value of the work he
performs. If a man produces $10 worth
of wealth in a day’s labor and gets only
$2 for it, he has turned out surplus
value to the extent of $8. That proposi-
tion is self-evident.)

Code ok
Is there anything to the charge that
alien families get most of the relief
money in the big cities?

Connecticut State College sent in-
vestigators into the field to study the
above allegation and learned that
“only -22.8 percent were foreign-born
reliefers in areas where 43.2 percent
of total popul;tiorfx; wag foreign-born.

You write frequently in praise of free-
d}«:m?of research. What do you mean by
this

Jean Perrin, Nobel prize-winmer in
physics and one of France’s foremost
scientists, explains the meaning of
freedom of research, as follows:

The research worker must be free.

His action must not be limited by .

any ideolegy or regulations. He

must be able to think, work, rest
and even dream for the greater good
of his task. Every discovery is due
to what time and space bring. The
scholar must know at all times of
the latest advances made through-
out the*world. No barrier gshould be
raised between him and his col-
leagues in all countries. No ques-
tion of race must play: a role.

No omné can: deny that this full
freedom can only be attained under

a democratic regime. The research

worker there enjoys the full use of

his faculties. He may express Him-
self without fear of reprisals. His
security is the essential condition
of his serenity. How could he think
or create, or hdve the cnérgy to
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bring his scientific investigations to
a successful conclugion if he felt
suspicion and menace around him?
A scholar worthy of the name can-
not tolerate regimentation. Science
evolves, progresses and extends its
benefits. It does not march in the
goose step.

A dictator like Hitler can’t tolerate
freedom of research, because of his
fear that free inquiry might establish
the fallaciousness of some of his no-
tions—npartienlarly those dealing with
race—and might serve to undermine
the ideology that upholds a totalitar-
ian State. We who live in democratic
countries know that Hitlerism’s as-
sumptions are without foundation in
fact, because we have made intelli-
gent and eandid nse of the instru-
ments of free inquiry, We therefore
express no surprise when we see the
havoe Hitlerism has played with Ger-
man science and culture in general.
It couldn’t be*oth;rms:e.

*
A Nazi speaker defends his fellow Hit-
lerites with the claim that they are hu-
man beings, Please comment. )
That’s just like a Nazi—always

bragging.

Editor, The American Freeman:

Your piece on honey reminds me of
how I first became suspicious of Bernarr
Macfadden *way back in my intellectual
callowness. Barney let loose something
sententious  about honey. being a “nat-
ural” sweet while cane sugar, derived
from a grass, was for that reason es-
sentially a cow feed. Now, I have usnal-
ly preferred honey to sugar if I was
permitted a cholce, though at the pres-
ent T may not choose more than a taste
of either. But this crappy reasoning of
Mac’s stuck in my craw even then. T
realized, of course, that the bovine
tribe still has a couple of stomachs
solely because it has always had to
gorge in a limited time a vast bulk of
grass, a relatively unnutritious food,
but the only one available to it -ever
gince its appearance on the earthly
stage right down to the mere yester-
day of its domestication by man. I re-
flected. too, that this arrangement must
have been quite common among the
early generalized mammals and  that
when some of them, including man’s
ancestors, started to enrich their diets
by nibbling at various other things—
among them each other—and when,
along with this new practice, there de-
veloned 2 restlessness which was not
conducive to long ruminating periods
under the protection of a guard, that

then this secondary digestive organ
began to shrivel from disuse so that
now when it belatedly attempts to func-

Ttion as of old in man it only succteds

in balling things up so that it has to be
completely removed.

But all this, T further realized, has
not necessarily prevented man from
still using the grass—after greatly alter-
ing 1t, to be sure~—and by wisely (or
unwisely) concentrating and refining its
chief food ingredient: sugar. And yet
this sugar is essentially a part of the
original mammalian fodder.

And now came Macfadden to tell me
that a stuff made partly out of bee-bait
supplied by plants to ensure the plant’s
reproduction, partly out of complex
chemicals derived from the bodies of
the bees themselves and partly out of
other things——the whole for the palpably
obvious original purpose of nourishing -
the bees, which are—insects and there-
fore infinitely farther removed biolog-
ically, from man than ig the cow-——was
a’ more natural human food than cane
sugar!

Well, it’s out of such incidents that
the honorable tribe of debunkers arises.
Buf I'm convinced that for the mass, a
certain minimum of bunk will always
have a greater allure than good horse-
sense; it supplies more comforting il-
lusions on which to slide through life.
Maplewood, Mo. ‘ C. A. LANG

de e

“From the viewpoint of the liberatur
of trammeled thinking Wm. J. Fielding’s
“The Shackles of the Supernatural” is
an excellent piece of work, I liked
especially the last part of it where he
adduces a mass of evidence and expert
opinion to show that in all living
species, including man, those groups
thrived best which mosi effectively de-
veloped their social structures with a
view to the well-being of the mass
rather than the individual. A correct
evaluation of this evidence has a direct
bearing on the opinions which one is
likely to form about some aspects of
today’s . conflicting social ideologies. It
has cleared up my own ideas in regions
where T was formerly a little hazy.”—
C. A Lu, Mo.

I have two gquestions I want to ask yeu
but I want the answers right away in-
stead of waiting perhaps months before
they appear in The Freeman. What can
you do for me?

Questions are answered by personal
letter only when accompanied by the
usual fee, $1 per question. Questions
intended to be treated in the columns
of The Freeman are handled free of
charge. If unable to answer question
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which is accompanied by $1, refund
is made in the form of trade coupons,
good for anything published by us,
now or at any time in the future.

L .

What is intelligence?
Controlled ignorance.
g e

Editor, The American Freeman:

The first (lme I saw The Freeman 1
was a little disappointed. When I com-
pared its humble appearance with the
gaudiness of its brother magazines it
reminded me of an wurchin.

Then, when I began to read, I found
that it really was an urchin—a gay,
boisterous, carefree child of the streets.
His personality has not been cramped
by superstitious fears and unnecessary
repression; he has formed his ideas
with reason instead of having them
crammed down his throat; he sees the
world as it is, not as he would like it.

I love this fearless, little scamp whose
witty remarks make sour ‘puritans
blush, who throws snow-balls of clear
white truth at top-hatted bigots, and
laughs heartlly when they lose all dig-
nity groping for their toppers in the
slushy street. I love the way he tramps
on the toes of self-righteous hypocrites,
the way he expeses powerful crooks.

This child has many bitter enemies,
but his friends love him dearly. He will
win, for he fights with the truth—the
weapon most dreaded -by malefactors.
May this  urchin grow ever stronger,
even more devoted to his cause. We
will not despise his simple clothing;
rather we will admire him because he
does not kew-tow to unscrupulous ad-
vertisers in order that he may wear
their finery at the expense of his read-

ers,
JOHN W. MORTIMER
Elora P.Q., Ontario, Canada
L

Please give pronunciation of mname of
Pregident of Czechoslovakia, Renes.

Benesh.
3 o

How would you define a gentleman?
I like President Taft’s definition:
“A gentleman is one who never
hurts anyone’s feelings wuninten-
tionally.”
L S

What is a bore?
There’s no end of definitions, but

one that suits me goes this way:
“One who, if you ask him how he
is, tells you.”
3

What’s your dpinién of crackpots?
T’ve met more than my sharve of

crackpots, and have come to the con-| U,

clusion that the trouble with them is

that they’re mght too damned often.

Pleage debunk spmach.

Sorry, but I’ll have to disappoint
my reader. There’s no bunk about
spinach. At the convention of the
American Medical Association, in San
Francisco, Calif., June 13, 1938, the
organization’s council on foods re-
purled ils studivg of the scientific and
medical aspeets - -of sgpinach angd con-
cluded that it is “a wholesomd and
valuable food, a rich source of vita-
min and also contributes v1tamm C,
iron and roughage to the diet.”

De you beheve klssmg is unhealthful?
Yes, if the gu%and is looking.

Why do we say a woman is as pretty
as a picture?

That’s because they’re hand-paint-
ed.

de e ok
The Nazis say no loyal Aryan will stoop
so low as to buy from a Jewish store.
Please comment,

That’s true. They prefer to steal
the goods. %

4
Can you explain why Hitler and Mus-
solini are alwavs starting bullding pro-
jects, monuments, memorials, and the
like?

It’s"done to impress the world with
their impoftance. Dictators haven't
changed ~ since the days of the
Pharoahs, who would use 100,000
slaves for 20 years fo build a pyra-
mid, just to impress the world and
themslelves wx’gx t};elr ’xl‘mportance

Why is it that man is the only animal
that blushes?

Mark Twain gaid this ig beeause
man is the only animal that needs to
blugh, &

L
Editor, The American Freeman::

In The Philadelphia Record, for June .
23, 1938, appeared an article from the
“current” issue of the Catholic weekly,
Commonweal. I believe you would be

{interested in parts of this article, so I

quote therefrom—ingerting comments of
my own as they occur to me.

“The, war continues, and the manner
of waging it, hoth in Spain and here in
our own (;ountry, geems to change very
little with the passage of time. ...

“We feel that some distinction must
be made between the Spanish problem
in Spain and the Spanish problem in the
S. In Spain there is an active civil
war which is being fought by both sides
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in order to achieve, from the point of
view of each (!) political group, a bet-
ter soclal erder. The same struggle tluv
achieve a better social order exists in
every country but not in fhe form of
an armed struggle, of -a ciyil war.”
[Note:~-But it probably would exist in
that form, if the hierarchy could ma-
neuver it. See The Nation for June 4,
1938. “Nothing on the American hori-
zon--not Southern reaction nor the
reign of terror among share-croppers
nor the tyrant corporations nor the cold
suppressions of a Hague—is as danger-
ous for the next decade of our life as
the organized propaganda of the Cath-
olic hierarchy.”]

Back to Commonweal: “A Spamard,
unless he is one of the few who are de-
termined and able to make the ‘double
refusal,’ seemingly must choose between
two governments whose characters are
mixed and are impossible (?) to know
from here with any comprehensiveness.

“One government, or part of it, has
instigated, or at least permitted, the
murder of priests, nuns and lay people;
has utilized ruthless methods of accom-
plishing social and political and eco-
nomic ends.” [The methods of Franco
and his German and Italian allies, I
take it, not. being ruthless.] “Its alli-
ance with Russia implies some, if an un-
known degree, of identification with the
evils of the Soviet regime. The second
government, which gives the Church
open support [shouldn’t that be t’other
way around?] yet in its conduet of war.
fare, repeatedly, and despite protests
from the Holy Father, destroys defense-
less civilians, particularly by its air
raids on cities. Air raids made by one
side cannot eancel out those made by
the other. ... Its alliance with the
Fascist and Nazi elements implicates it
to some, (!) if an uncertain, extent in
the evils of those regimes.

“In this country there has been vio-
lent partisanship either for the Span-
ish mationalists or for the Madrid-Bar-
celona government. We feel that vio-
lent American partisanship on either
side with regard to the Spanish question
is bad, not only hecause the facts are
obscure, but chiefly because both sides
include elements that no American wants
imported into this country. Neither has
begun to cenforce, or cven propounded
anything comparable to the Bill of
Rights which protects an individual
from unbearable use of authority. .
The hest, because the only effective way,
to fight antl Christian totalitarianism is
to make one’s own country a thorough-
ly decent place to live in, to ‘restore all
things in Christ,’” [As they were in
the Age of Faith, when we know what a
thoroughly decent place Christendom
was, to live inl!] ... “We helieve the

wisest, as also the most charitable and
perhaps the most difficult, policy for
Amertcans 1s to maintaln that ‘posilive
impartiality,” a sanity of judgment tfo-
ward both sides in Spain,” etc.

In the same issue of Commonweal,
Michael Williams, its former editor,
says: “For my own part, I am most re-
grettably constrained to say that such
advice (as given above) tends to be
harmful. }

“My chief reason for thinking so is.
the fact (as it seems to me) that the
Comnionweal’s statement carries its
suspicion, and its repudiation, of the
propaganda emanating from both sides
in Spain far beyond a justifiable degree,
and therefore, it seems to ignore what
to my way of thinking is the determi-
ning, ultimate truth concerning the
Spanish situation, namely; the fact that
what I would regard as unimpeachable
testimony exists which goes to prove
that there was a well-planned, long-
prepared, deliberate and frightfully sig-
nificant effort made by the predominant
forces controlling the government of
Spain, prior to Francoe’s counter-revolu-
tion, utterly and finally to destroy the
Catholic religion in Spain—to wipe out
its sacred ministry, its consecrated
teachers, and its lay leaders, in fact to
liquidate, if possible, the entire body
of believers, and thereafter the plan
was designed to proceed agamst the
Church on all fronts and in all the
highly effective ways taught and prac-
ticed by the anti-God experts of Russia,
and followed ... by other atheistic
revolutionary governments and parties
thoroughout the world. ... 1 cannot
agree that I lean toward any form of
totalitarian political” tyranny if I de-
cide and say, after reading what the
Spanish bishops tell the whole world
[and who wounldn’t believe a hishap!]
that it is true an anti-God revolution
was let loose, or at least could not be
stopped, by the United Front govern-
ment of Madrid. I congider that the
facts, not mere propaganda, show that
against  that revolution ... predomi-
nantly a terrorism aimed at the Cath-
olic Church in Spain, there was a coun-
ter-revolution led by Franco and vali-
dated by the adhesion of a vast num-.
ber, probably the majority, of the Span-
ish pcople.”?

[Mr. Williams’ logic is equalled only
by his style. No fair using sentences
more than half a page long.]

Then the aftermath. The press rve-
ports, June 28, 1938: “The attitude of
the editors of ‘The Commonweal’ in
urging an impartial attitude toward the
Spanish civil war was deplored today by
another Catholic weekly, ‘America.’ . .
Despite the faults and mistakes of the
ingnrgents, ‘America’ contends, they are
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Christian and truly Spanish, and are
progressively eager to bunild a2 new so-
cial grder founded on justice and char-
ity!” ‘“Touching on the reported bomb-
ings of cities by General Franco’s
forces, ‘America’ replies that Franco has
a ‘tender regard for babies, mothers and
noncombatants, and declares his cor-
porative views are ‘highly consistent
with Catholic principles and Papal en-
cyclicalg,’ ” )

Wilmington, De;. ;V MATTHEWS
In your attacks on Fasciem you often
plead for the right of the free personal-
ity, What does this quality mean to
you? : .

I like the way Arthur Engberg,
minister of public instruction of
Sweden, describes the meaning of free
personality, ag follows:

The thing that matters most, is
the development of a free personal-
ity. I do not hesitate to affirm that
the greater the number of such men
in a ‘mation, the greater and richer
will be its contribution to the cause
of human civilization.

In my opinion, nothing can ‘give
a better measure of the degree of
cultural maturity of a people, than
the amount of consideration and re-
specl it shows for the liberty and
independence of the individual. The
human spirit cannot be standard-
ized. Its very basis is freedom.
Truth is- nol a finished product
laying on a shelf. It is a growing
thing submitted to the laws of all
growth. It is by thinking, by the ex-
ercise of free speech, by a free sup-
port or opposition to an opinion and
criticism of ideas, that little by lit-
tle it is possible to form a judg-
ment which can come nearest (o
being the truth. The more citizens
a country has, endowed with a criti-
cal spirit and a capacity for think-
ing freely, the less will be the dan-
ger of its yielding to sheer dema-
gogy and to herdlike mass sugges-
tions,

L T

In the June 18, 1938, issue of The Cleve-
land Press, Richard J. Davis, under
“Today’s Thought,” said: “Have you
ever noticed that one of the character-
istics of the so-called atheist or agnos-
tic is a kind of futilism? The man with-
out God almost inevitably looks on the
world with a depressing "hopelessness,
a kind of what's-the-use attitude.”
Please comment, .

Mr. Davis, who is a Christian Sei-
ence writer, is merely voicing a piece
of pious nonsense, (I suppose Mr.
Davis means futilitarianism, instead

of futilism.) His point is that sinee
the Atheist or Agnostic doesn’t be-
lieve in heaven or hell, in God or im-
mortality, it follows that life can
have no meaning for him, that all
acts of high social morality are empty
and useless, and that one who enter-

‘tains such .a philosophy settles back

into a bovine existence. The. facts
don’t support such an assumption.
When the Atheist says that observa-
tion of nature convincey him there is
no purpose in life or nature, it doesn’t
follow that he has -surrendered to
pessimism and indifferentism. In-
stead, he decides that observation
proveg it’s possible for him to put
meaning into his own life, and that
all well-intentioned men can do the
same thing. This realistic philosophy .
is, in truth, a high form of optimism,
for it moves him to put meaning and
humanism inte his work, his living,
and his world. He translates such a
philosophy into a love and search for
truth, justice, progress, culture, hu-
manitarianism, peace, brotherly love,
and other uplifting emotions and in-
tellectual reactions. A study of the
lives of Atheigte and Freethinkers in
general will prove to the most skep-
tical that such an inference ecarries
validity. Take, for instance, a great
Atheist like Joseph MecCabe. Does his
record show futilitarianism, depress-
ing hopelessness, and a what’s-the-use
attitude? I think not. Now entering
his seventy-first year, Joseph McCabe
can point to 50 years of devotion to

| popular education, science, research,

and an immense literary output. IHe
has written almost 200 elothbound
books for other publishers and an
equal number for me—and all are
moved by an optimistic philosophy,
enthusiasm for life, hatred for iu-
justice and persecution, and strong
confidence that through reason and
intelligence man will, in_time, turn
this sorry world into something close
to Utopia, esmeciallv when humanity
learns to apvly the glorious lessons
of creative science. Bertrand Russell,
another Atheist, is coming this Fall
to the University of Chicago. where
he will teach philosophy, after dec-
ades ‘of rationalistic  authorship.
There’s nothing solemn or depressing
about Mr. Russell. And, reecalling a
letter he once wrote to me, he is com-

pletely reconciled to life, That was
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his joking way of saying that he was
finding happiness and satisfaetion in
serving humanity as a teacher and
guide. He has done his share of
smashing supernaturalism. What's
about him that gives one the right
to look on him as a sour-puss? Robert
G. Ingersoll, another great Agnostic,
fought theology for about two genera-
tions, and he always kept his sense
of humor intact while he served the
people by trying to break the chains
of intellectual slavery. Clarence Dar-
row, who was a llfe-long Atheist or
Agnostic, never felt life wasn’t worth
living so long as there was a vietim
of injustice anywhere who needed
his help, though he was as firm
ay any Adtheist in his belief that
nature—blind, chaotic  nature—
gave forth no proof of such a
being as a God. I ecould, if space
were available, cover some of the
ground discussed in Joseph MeCabe’s
forthcoming book, “How Atheists
Have Served Civilization,” but I must
pass up that pleasure. Suffice it to
say, McCabe shows, by his convincing
reports from the record, that Free-
thinkers in every age have made im-
menge contributions to civilization—
in the fields of art, philesophy, cul-
ture, music, poetry, literature, science,
history, education, statesmanship,
peace and the like. The facts prove,
it seems clear to me, that men always
have worked more constructively for
humanity after they were able to free
themselves from the shackles of the

supernatural.
' do ok

Did Shakespeare mention America in
any of his plays? .

Yes, vnce, in “The Comedy of Er-
rors,”

- Editor, The American Freeman:

In regard teo your article on page 1
of the August, 1938, Freeman, there is
no need to worry about our National
Debt increase. Those bonds will never
be paid. Our children, like us, will find
pretty ways of repudiating grandpa’s
debt, just as we did in “devaluing the
dollar” and then declaring that we
won’t pay, as we promised, in gold.

Hardly any bonds are ever paid any-
how-~they are “re-financed”; that is, new
issues are forced on the banks, who have
to dispose of them and the proceeds
used to “take up” the current matur-
ities. Almost all the international war-
bonds have been repudiated, and the

commercial bonds will soon follow.
Why should our descendants pay for
our “relief” and other fool things of
which they will not in the least ap-
prove? What more plausible and con-
venient way to “soak the rich” of our
ill-gotten gains than that?
If T had to keep U.S. government
bonds, if I were not allowed to sell
them until “the expiration of the lives
in being” I would net give a dollar in
the hundred for them. I den’t think

anyone else, who could help doing so,

would buy them.

New York City* ,EOLTON HALL
Did Darwin coin the phrase “the Sur-
vival of the Fittest”?

Charles Darwin’s phrase was “Nat-
ural Selection.” The other phrase was
invented by Herbert Spencer, a fact
which Daiwin gladly admitted, in his
“Origin of Species,” as follows:

" “The expression often used by

Mr. Herbert Spencer of the Survi-

val of the Fittest is more accurate,

and is sometimes equally conven-
ient.” o ‘

Herbert Spencer, in his “Principles
of Biology,” wrote: .

. “This survival of the fittcst, which

I have here sought to express in

mechanical terms, .is that which

Mr. Diarwin has called ‘natural se-

lection,” or the preservation of fa-

voured races in the struggle for
- life.”

Darwin, in his époch-making “Ori-
gin of Species,” showed how he used
the term Natural Selection, in these
words:

“I have called this principle, by
which' each slight variation, if use-
ful, is preserved, by the term of
Natural Selegion.;

Can you say a good word for povei‘ty?

Poverty, even when our friends de-
sert us, sﬁcki to ;s- *What loyalty!

Your criticisms of Mussolini’s policies
in running Ethiopia are true enough,
but, after all, what difference does it
make whether a colony is run by a
Fascist dictator or a democracy? Both
aim at the exploitation of the country
and its pcople. ' ’
There’s a great difference between
democratic colonizing and Fascist im-
perialism. - An excellent example is
Denmark’s management of its vast
colony, Greenland, an island that's
four times as large as France. Here
we find how it’s possible for a demo-
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cratic country to serve a colony in-
stead of enslaving and robbing it,
though I'm not trying to give the im-
pression that Greenlanders are living
in an ideal system of society. How-
ever, Greenland at its worst is bet-
ter than Fascism at itg best. Inhabit-
cd by about 18,000 natives—Eskimos

with a strain of European blood—and:

several hundred Danes, mostly em-
ployes of the government, we find that
about two centuries of enlightened
rule hag bettered the condition of that
vast, beautiful island, economically,
industrially, educationally and cul-
turally. Education in Greeland,
during the past 25 years, has been
compulsory, with the result that every
youth and adult in the country can
read and write, a record that com-
pares favorably with the best sectiong
in the world. Also, during the past
century, more and more rights have
been given the natives, so that they
accept, the guidance of the mother
country because they know it is sound
and friendly, and at the same time
participate in running their own af-
fairs to a greater degree as the years
pass. With the gradual decline of
sealing and whaling, the two previ-
ous sources of livelihood for the na-
tives, the Danish government helped
provide facilities and show the way
to establish a growing, prosperous
canning industry. Theo, Stauning, the
Socialist Prime Minister of Denmark,
in a recent gtatement,. said:

% .. Greenland is now hecoming
an

important canning center for
fish products. Greenlanders today
are thoroughly familiar with the
most modern methods of food can-
ning, and apply them with an in-
herent ease. Also, in a land where
stock-breeding 'was unknown, there
now prospers an important sheep-
raising industry, and Greenland to-
day not only covers its own require-
ments in wool and meat, but alse
#ucceeds in cxporting a sizcable
amount of both. ...

“As for the checking of any over-
zealous mercantile spirit on the
part of the colonists—the Danish
government accomplished this by
increasing the general volume of
its' trade with Greenland, where-
by the State saw to it that the
natives could always find an ade-
quate supply of consumers’ goods
dt the lowest possible prices.
In removing any incentive to

profitecring, this systcm has alrcady
been amply tested and secured in-
ternational recognition. . .. We hope
that this beautiful and curious
land, with its affable and intelligent
population, will continue to prosper
more and more under our govern-
ment—and its own.”

The democratic Danish government
—one of the most civilized and en-
lightened in the world—has never
dropped a gas bomb on a single
Greenlander’s home. Not a ‘single

 Greenlander has been enslaved by

militarism. What would the record
be had a Mussolini or a Hitler taken
over this gigantic island?

L R

Can vou suggest how a guyv like myself
can click in this City of Sleep, Phila-
delphia? You can appreciate it, for
youw've lived here. Perhaps you can ad-
vise me how to go ahout creating events
or circumstances in order to enable me
te build up' te a name personality.

There’s no cut-and-dried formula
for becoming & “name pérsonality.”
But, broadly speaking, there are two
boulevards. First, to do the eceentric,
sensational thing. Second, to do the
sound, substantial, important job. If
vou take Road No. 1, you have to act
like a- clown. If you take Road No. 2,
you have to forget about publicity
and coneentrate on your task, what-
ever it is. The latter is the surer,
more satisfying way, but it takes
genius, or something akin to genius,
and I wonder if you are ready to ad-
mit such- a condition. You ought to
know, if you aren’t addicted to the
vice of self-deception.

L

I have felt for some time that the legal
profession rates very badly as a class
because of its way of charging for ser-
vices, usually taking about all that is
to be had. A large medical and surgical
clinic in this country, some years ago,
adopted this same scheme and later the
entire medical profession, more or less,
took it up. It seems to me, as a meédi-
cal doctor, that none of us persovnally
like it. I am sure I don’t. Will you dis-
cuss this?

‘I’'ve long been of the opinion that
medical doctors shouldn’t charge
whatever bthe traffic can bear but
should, instead, abide by a fair sched-
ule of prices which should be applied
impartially to all. Thus, if a doctor’s
fee is $2 per visit at his office, he
shouldn’t raise it to $4 because his
patient happens to draw- a salary
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somewhat above the average. Many
doctors in small communities stick
pretty well to the idea of charging
all patients the same fees, the only
exceptions being the very poor, who
are given deserved advantages. When
we come to surgery we find that it
becomes again a matter of getting
whatever the doctor thinks he can
draw, though even here there are
many doctors who stick pretty well
to so much money for an operation,
so much for a broken limb, and so
on, the cases with complications belng
exceptions, of course. I believe the
doetor who lets it be known that he
charges all patients alike, except the
very poor, will benefit financially in
the end, though there may be times
when particular eases could produce
more revenue. I don'l see why the
man whose income or salary is twice
or thrice the average should be given
the works, for it’s more than likely
that he has additional respongsibilities
that take care of his extra income.
Speaking as a layman, work out a
fair code and hold to it. The public
will be grateful. o
L

I do eye, ear, nose and throat. In se-
lecting a location Tor building a practice
would the psychology differ from a
mercantile establishment? Would a
downtown office be preferable or one
out in the residential district? Please
angwer by personal letter.

A gpecialist like the writer of the
above should select a location in the
downtown section of the community.
Records show that such locations are
sources of increaged .practice, I espe-
cially recommend quarters in a Medi-
cal Arts 'Building, if my reader’s
community has such a place. There is
support for the position that medieal
doctors do better when they are
housed together, either in a eommer-
cial office building or a formal clinie.

Can you tell me a little about Australia’s
wool crop?

Australia’s wool industry is only
140 years old, starting with the im-
portation of 26 Spanish merino sheep
by a few young Australians who
wisely saw bthe possibililiey of this
important industry. From that mod-
est start Australia’s sheep popula-
tion grew steadily, until now there
are more than 110,000,000 sheep in the

country. In the infancy of the indus-

try the sheep gave an average of only
three pounds of wool per head. The
clip today is nine ponnds, and it’s
growing. Exceptional sheep yield as
much as 40 pounds. Leaders in the
industry claim the day will come when
the average clip will be 40 pounds,
the reason being that better stock is
being developed. Australia’s great-
ness as a wool country got‘its real
start in 1866 when a ram named
“Emperor” wag bought from the
French merino stud farm at Ram-
bouillet. “Emperor” ought to have
monuments erected to his memory,
for that fellow did wonders as a
breeder. Ambitious in the extreme, he
geattered his seed where it would be
sure to do the most good. His dynasty
iy scattered all over Australia, with
excellent results. The Island - Conti-
nent is the world’s greatest producer
of wool—the world’s oldest industry.
Sydney—the largest market for Aus-
tralia’y wool—handles more than 1,-
000,000 baley yearly, which iy about
one-third of the country’s production.
Australia produces more than a
fourth of the world’s wool.
LI

Editor, The American Freeman:

Regarding a request and comment in
your September, 1938, issue concerning
an anti-New Dealer predicting that “be-
fore long the mines will be equipped
with bath rooms.” I heg to advise that
the State of Qhio has had a law for
years requiring companies to furnish
bath rooms .with private lockers for
employes near the mine entrance where
the coal miners can wash and change

their clothing.
Byesville, O. Hgﬁwatd B. Potts.

Editor, The American Freeman:

T hope you read in The Nation, for
June 25, 1938, an illuminating article on .
Dorothy Thompson. The authar, Mar-
garet Marshall, says, in part: “She
became very sentimental about Schusch-
nigg, though she knew that it was
Schuschnigg’s ‘greatest friend’ Dollfpss
who scattered by dissolution and mas-
sacre the working-class forces which
might have saved Austria. And in a
preface to Schuschnigg’s book she work-
ed herself up to the bad taste of saying
that she, Dorothy Thompson, would have
died for Austria. In a curious column

called ‘Christianity’s Crisis’ she wrote
as f]?IHOWS: ‘The issue in the Germanic
.world . . .

is not even in the first line
the jssue of Austrian independence. It

is whether the Germanic world is to be

Christian or pagan’ Yet Cardinal In-
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nitzer, Schuschnigg’s boss and high
priest of Austrian Christianity, was the
first Lv hail Hitler when the blow fell.”
- READER

L .
Since Italy has less than 50,000 Jews
in a population of more than 40,000,000,
why does Mussolini turn to anti-Semi-
tism as a policy of State?

I. have writben several pieceg on
this question, showing that Musso-
lini’s main reason is to toady to
Nazism. Now comes George Seldes
with five rcasons for Italian Fasc-
ism’s anti-Semitism, as follows:

1. It is part of the deal recently
made with ‘Hitler. Mussolini prom-
ised not only to make an anti-Se-
mitic gesture but to do something
drastic, . :

2. Tt fornishes a scapegoat, just
as it does in other countries. Ethi-
opia has ceased to occupy the minds
of the people., The Fascist war in
Spain has added shame instead of
glory to Italy. An anti-Semitic
scapegoat campaign or a military
campaign is mnecessary, and the
former is cheaper,

3. It gives an opportunity to at-
tack Freemasonry again. B

4. It makes it easier for Mussolini
to revenge himsclf on thosc of his
intellectual enemies who happen to
be Jews.

5. It provides ammunition against
Britain through anti-Semitic dema-
gogy in Palestine.

I am 51 years old and my face shows
it. I have quite a few ugly wrinkles.
Several persons have advised me to
have my face lifted. Is the operation
safe and sure? Will it take that “old”
look out of my face?

I advise you against having your
face lifted. Plastic surgeons who are
really ethical don’t perform this oper-
ation. Hundreds of quacks, who call
themselves plastic surgeons, will do
this work for you, if you have enough
money, but the results are certain
to be disappointing. At best, the im-
provement (if any) can last only a

few months, Take my advice and ad- |

just yourself to your years.
L T

Editor, The American Freeman:’

I think it would add to the popularity
and circulation of The Freeman if youm
gave the name and address, wherever
it is allowed and at hand, of your cor-
respondents. Most persons who. find
their name printed show it or send it
to others. Also it would make the pa-
per mote personal, would bring mew

acquaintance (and mail, which most
persons love, because it adds to their
importance). It would also stimulate
controversy. I would give, where known,
sex, married, age (young, middle aged,
or mature), occupation, and education.
I think also the more distinctive use
of headlines to the letters would make
it easier reading, and catch the eyes
of many who don’t want to embark on
a whole column or more of reading.
New York City

(Editor’s note—I'd like to hear from
Freeman readers on Belton Hall’s two
points, they  want the names, etc.,
of those who ask questions, when avail-
able? Do they want headlines on let-
ters to the editor? I’'m willing to be
guided by the %vishis of the majority.)

o
WINROD DEFEATED

The Rev. Gerald B. Winrnd, fanatieal
Nazi and race-baiter, was defeated in
the Kansas primaries, after a vigorous
campajgn in which he spent immense
suma of Fagcist money in order to cap-
Hdure the nomination for the United
States Senate.. In a four-cornered fight
he ran a poor third. The citizens showed
by their vote that they appreciated the
issues in the campaign and wanted ne
Nazi to represent them in Washington.
The issue was met candidly by men like
William Allen White, the Emporia edi-
tor, who fought Winrodism without
compromise or mercy. The voters were
given the awful, devastating facts of
Winrod’s record. They showed by their
behavior at the polls that they still
believe in democratic institutions and
civil rights. Kansas like the rest of the
Union, isn’t anxious to surrender to
Hitlerism. Winrodism was defeated by
the tremendous power of free discus=
sion. There’s a lesson here for all
friends of liberalism, freedom and de-
mocracy, So long as supporters of de-
mocracy retain their right to free dis-
cussion 80 long will the menace of Win«
rodism be kepi al a safe distance. We
gshould take this lesson to heart and
fortify our position by working hard to
build up a powerful, independent, un-
subsidized press. That’s a sure antidote
for the poison of Winrodism,-

The editor of Tha American Freaman
preferred to have other Kansas citizens
openly lead the campaign fight against
Winrod, such as Willlam Allen White

ters. This was considered good strategy.
At the same time, The Freeman editor
saw to it that the immense amount of
anti-Winrod material collected into his
14 volumes of questions and answers

was made available to the pro-demo-
cratic forces of the State. The exposures

BOLTON HALL -

and the anti-Fascist Protestant minis.



BE. Haldeman-Julius

47

were used with wonderful effect. My
quotations from Winroed’s writings or
publications were used everywhere. 1
take credit only for having done the
hard job of digging up Winrod’s record,
proving him to be pro-Fascist, pro-Hit-
ler, an anti-Semite, a Negro-baiter and
a sworn enemy of the Catholic masses
—in short, a perfect Kluxer. While on
on this subject of credit for the work
done in Kansas, let me quote a letter
in THE PHILADELPHIA RECORD,
August 5, 1938, under the headline
“Cheers Foe of Kansas Fascist.” It is
written . by a person who sxgnﬁ himsgelf
Democritus, . The letter:

“Credit where credit is due” is a
good axiom. And since the news-
papers and magazines are lately
filled with information against the
Kansas Fascist Winrod, who is
running for Senator, here’s an item
worth noting:

The first attacks on this Fascist
came from Haldeman-Julius, of
Girard, Kans., who has been ex-
posing him ‘unmercifully for some
time.

Such exposures always build a
better and stronger democracy; es-
pecially when directed agamst its
avowed eneinies,

Hats off to Haldeman-Julius!

L R I

What’s ‘the meaning of Hitler’s award
to Henry Ford?

On July 30, 1938--which was  the
75th birthday "of Henry Ford and the
49th birthday of the editor of The
American Freeman—Adolf (velvet-
lips) Hitler presented, and Ford ac-
cepted, the Grand Cross of the Ger-
man Eagle, the first such award pre-
sented in the United States. Hitler
is quick to recognize and honor one
of his own kind. Ford’s and Hitler’s
ideas jibe perfectly. Both are bitter,
unrelenting anti-Semites. Both are
ruthless enemies of labor’s right to
organize into
Both believe in dictatorship, Ford

himself being one of the economic|.

dictators of America. Qur greatest
industrialist accepts Hitler’s “honor”
at a time when he is defying the
American government, which has a
law making it a crime for any em-
ployer to attempt to deny hig workers
the privilege of organizing into unions
of their own choice. Henry Ford is
dead set’ against recognizing a free
union of his men. He uses the boy-
cott, espionage, ‘terror and economie
pressure to coerce his industrial
slavey into accepting the Ford idea of

independent unions. |

“organization,” which means nothing
more than yellow company unionism.
Yes, Hiller knows a man after his
own heart when he sees one. About
the only difference between them, so
far as I can see, is that Ford’s sex-
ual life has always been normal while
Hitler’s has been that of a practicing
homosexual. And, while on this sub-
ject, let me quote a line from Walter
Wlnchell a writer who has a positive
geniug for delving into the bed-room
secrets of celebrities. Bluntly, with-
out fear of the consequences because
he knew whereof he spoke, Winchelil
changed in his column: “Adolf Hit-
ler is a pansy and by that I mean he
is a’ homosexualist.” Yes, Hitler is
a yoo-hoo, while Ford isn’t. That's
all the difference.
. 3 L3
A. newspaper writer says the Italians
are the greatest road and street building
engineers in the world. What do you
say?

It would be foolish to deny that
there are some fine roads in Italy,
many of which were built long before
the world ever heard of Mussolini.
But this doesn’t mean the best work
is - now being done in Faseist Italy. If
we are to believe the reports of com-

petent observers, we'd have to say
that II Duce’s street builders are
among the worst. Listen, for instance,
to the sad words of Kenneth Mann,
who writes in a recent Esquire, as
follows:

When a street is repaired in an
Italian town, there is no mistake
about it; none of your half-way
measures, such as working one side
-of the street at a time. The place
"is littered from curb to curb with
debris and paraphernalia. - When
the work is fairly started, all hands
forget the original intention and go
o;f to start repairing something
else.

All over Italy street repairing
goes on and the jobs are more in-
structive for the tourist spectator
looking for “significance” than the-
National museum or a new excava-:
tion at Herculaneum. Seo many
cooks mix the cement that they are
always {ripping over omne another.
Boys carry it in buckets down nar-
row ladders, and an efficiency expert
would have a fit noting all the time
they lose waiting at top and bottom
for this vertical one-way route to he
clear. . It doesn’t occur to the fore-
man, the engineer, or the Duce, that
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a second ladder would relieve the

congestion.

When it comes to all-fired efficiency,
who can beat a gang of road-build-
.ers out here in the wide, open spaces
of the U.S.A.? These American road-
builders, in my own observation, use
very little help and push concrete
slabs ahead at the rate of tens of
feet per day. It’s a sight for sore
democratic eyes that are tired of
reading fulsome praise of the lousy
Iascists,

L

“f have known E. Haldeman-Julius
for almost 30 years. He has been 2all
that time a tireless Socialist propa-
gandist, and he is the possessor of one
of the most capable minds I know. He
has read omnivorously, and he knows
how to present his ideas in plain and
sometimes in eloquent language.”—Up-
ton Sinclair,

L

I find that you have presented a wide
.array of facts to prove Father Cough-
lin’s Fascism and anti-Semitism. Did
this priest ever circulate the discredit«
ed Protocols of the Elders of Zion?
The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion~—concocted by - Czarist officials
to provoke mapspacres of Jows  are
intended to “prove” that the Jews are
in a congpiracy to ruin and then rule
the world. The so-called document
has been branded as a rank forgery.
Until recently only the German race-
baiters, led by Hitler and Julius
Streicher, actually believed this non-
sense, or pretended to believe it. Also,
in this country only hate-mongers of
the type of a Rev. Gerald B. Winrod
actually circulated the Protocols with
a view to arousing persecution
against a helpless, innocent minority.
Now, at last, even Father Coughlin
hag joined in this chorus of hate, as
may be seen in the July 18, 1938,
issue of Social Justice, in which
Father Coughlin takes an entire page
in “showing” how “true” the Proto-
cols are. He says this article is the
first of a series on the forged weapon
of intolerance and bigotry. :
Father Coughlin supports the Pro-
tocols with quotations from Henry
Furd and Walter Rathenau, failing
to state that the protocol argument
advanced by Henry Ford in 1921 was
repudiated by him six years - later.
He quotes the statement but ignores
the retraction. That shows the
priest’s intellectual dishonesty. In

the case of Rathenau, Father Cough-
lin resorts to misquotation. He gives
the impression that Rathenau had
charged that 300 Jews in Europe
were ‘“over and_ above the govern-
ments.” Here again Father Coughlin
ignored a later statement, for
Ratherau, in a letter written on
Octoher 30, 1921, went to great pains
to explain that he had intended to
show, in the language of The Jewish
Transcript, “the danger inherent in
the fact that a handful of men con-
trolleq the entire economic life of Eu-
rope.” Rathenau added: “I do not
have to mention specifically that in
speaking of the ‘three hundred’ I had
in mind the leaders of international
business and certainly not Jews.”
But Father Cuughlin prefers to ig-
nore Rathenau’s explanation and
spreads the canard that this German
statesman had warned the world
against- 300 Europeans who were
working to “carry out” the itemg list-
ed in the forged Protocols. One
could as easily say that the journal-
ists who speak of the 60 American
families who control the economic
life of the United States must refer
to Jews, when, as a matter of fact,
the record shows that Jews have only
the tiniest minority control of Amer-
ican wealth, a minority that's s0
small as to be lost when compared
with the gigantic fortunes of our
non-Jewish Fords, Rockefellers, Mor-
gans, Mellons, du Ponts, ete.

Father Coughlin, by his public be-
havior, proves himself to he nothing
more than an imitation Hitler, as
my writings have shown again and
again during the past five or six
yvears. In my 14 volumes of guestions
and answers I have given an immense
body of facts to stamp this master of
demagogic Jew-baiting and subtle
campaigns in support of totalitarian-
ism, or rather, in plainer speech,
Fascism. It would be the essence of
folly to ignore such a menace to our
liberties. It’s the duty of all soecial-’
minded, democratie, liberal editors to
expose and brand this contemptible
spokesman for everything that’s un-
civilized and reactionary in ¢ur coun-
try. Whenever a Coughlin opens his
mouth to spread lies and ideas of
race hatred he should be exposed.
The best weapon against cur Cough-
lins is the power of pitiless publicity:
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I write this piece on August 1,
1938, the day before the voters of
Kansas go to the primaries to accept
or reject our first Fascist candidate
for U.S. Senator, the Rev. Gerald B.

. Winrod. I have done my share in the
educational campaign to call atten-
tion to Winrod’s Nazism, anti-Semi-
tism, and other reactionary policies,
which I hope have done some s
but I am free to confess that the facts
1 garnered and printed in my 14 vol-
umeg of questions and answers were
sused brilliantly by other friends of
liberalism and democracy, including
our William Allen White, editor of
The Emporia Gazette, A few days
before the primaries I wrote a friend-
ly letter to Mr. White congnatulat:.mg
him on his brilliant fight agalqst
Winradism. Mr. White’s reply, writ-
ten on July 30, 1938, follows:

“Of course, I am ?lroud and hap-

that you approved my campaign

ggainst t}l’m W?lPl‘Od menace. I think
we have Winrod licked.

“As you know, I have my limita-
tions sometimes, as who has not,
but 1 have always rung the b_ell
when I have been confronted with
any enemy to civil liberties.

“So long as we maintain our con-
stitutional rights of freedom, what-
ever economic or social changes we
may make are of little importance
and they will be overcome by rea-
son; our wrongs and errers will be
rectified.”

That last paragraph contains sound
political philosophy and I urge my
readers to commit it to memory. It’s
the key to the liberal’s world, Take
away our civil liberties and we are
lost, but so long as we retain the

right to speak and print our true|

thoughtg 50 long can we feel assured
of a future filled with the blessings
of democracy and freedom.. And,

while I'm speaking of Mr. White’s"
great struggle for real democracy—

in which he spent thousands of dol-
lars from his own purse on newspaper
advertisements in order to warn the
vuters against Winrodigm—Ilet me agd
a word of commendation for the lib-
- eral, educated portions of the Protes-
tant Churches. They came to the
front with almost complete unani-
mity in denouncing the Rev. Winrod
as a race-baiter and Fascist. It was
wonderful to see how the _most promi-
pent ministers in practically every

Kansas community struck against a
fellow-preacher who was trying to
uge political office as a means to exer~
cise governmental authority in the
direction of Fascism, anti-Semitism,
and race-baiting in general. Yes,
thig country’s democracy has power-
ful supporters in every walk of life
and it’s not going to be easy to crush
that strong feeling for civilized in-
stitutions.
IR I

Is Mussolini sincere in his belated ac-
ceptance of anti-Semitism as a policy
of his regime?

I've gone into this subject several
times, showing that Mussolini’s anti-
Semitism is sheer hypocrisy and
bunk. First, consider the fact that
there are less than 50,000 Jews in all
Italy—about one Jew to 1,000 non-
Jewish Italians. I repeat, for the
tenth time, that Mussolini’s sudden
acceptance of anti-Semitism is noth-
ing more than a device with which
he hopes to hold Hitler to the Berlin-
Rome axis, a combination t’s been
wavering of late because of Musso-
lini’s weak economic and financial
position. Hitler sees in Mussolini a
dubioug ally. Mussolini, on the other
hand, sees himself left out on a limb
should England and France come to
the conclusion—as they seem to have
done—that Mussolini’s bark is worse
than his bite. When I say that Mus-
solini’s quick conversion to Hitleristic -
ideas on the Jewish question is rank
hypocrisy I mean it literally. I can
prove it by Musgolini’s own words.
In November, 1927, in a speech before
a gathering of foreign journalists,
Mussolini branded anti-Semitism as
“a product of barbarism,” as follows:

Faseism means unity, anti-Semi-

tism destruction and divieion. Fasc-
ist anti-Semitism or anti-Semitic
Fascism therefore implies a crass
absurdity. To us in Italy, it appears
extremely ludicrous that the anti-
Semites of Germany should try to
win ' their way through Fascism.
And from other countries, too, In-
formation reaches us that a Fascism
of anti-Semitic shade is trying to
strike root. We protest with all our
energy against Fascism being com~
promised in this way. Anti-Semi-~
tism is a product of barbarism.

When the. new anti-Semitism of
Italian Pascism was announced in
July, 1938, the secretary of the Ital-
ian Fascist party, and one of Musso-
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lini’s mogt important henchmen,
ciuarged this was necessary because
Jews everywhere “are lhe general
staff of anti-trascism.” Of course,
t.ue statemernit isn’t strictly accurate,
for Jews are divided on political and
economic questions—as are most oth-
er groups—but if it were literally
true it would be the greatest compli-
menl ever paid lhe Jews in their
entire history. If {o be a Jew means
to be an ‘anti-Fascist (I wish that
were always true) then these perse-
cut.d people are setting an example
that the civilized world cofuld follow
to its betterment, I have, for many
years, urged Jews to stand by democ-
racy. That means they should oppose
rasc.sm. Many of them do. That’s
fine. Let’s hope all of them soon line
up with the supporters of liberalism,
democracy and freedom in general, as
opposed to britalig‘ari? Fascism.

I am seriously alarmed over the manner
in which the Catholic Church is using
every possible means to establish cen-
sorship or control over speech and press.
We have seen what the Cathélic Church
cou!d do to Hollywood. You have
shown, by numerous illustrations, how
the Catholic lcadcrs arc using their
{up-s to bombard publishers of news-
papers and magazines in order to sup-
press your book advertisements. The
public  librarlans stand in holy horror
whenever representatives of Catholic
Action swoop down on them because
some “forbidden” (usually liberal) book
has been added to the collection. Has
anything been done by the Church to
exercise control over radio, outside of
its demand for time to expound its
dugmas and line up protests against
progressive thinkers?

The Catholic Church has its eye on
radio, as shown by an editorial in
Americe, a Catholic weekly. This
quotation was lifted by The New Re-
public and printed in its August 10,
1938, issue as a warning to liberal-
Imirdr-d people. America’s blast fol-
W

“Another thing which we Catholics
must take over soon, unless we want
to let our poor people be turned
wholesale into a crowd of boebs
and morons, is the radio. And I
do not mean merely in our broad-
cast hou's of Catholic doctrine. I
mean almost more imperatively in
our music, entertainment, instruc-
tion, fon”

We know what happens to thought,

education, entertainment, art, litera-
ture and culture in general when
Catholic-IPascism gets control of the
instruments of communication, as in
Italy, Poland, Portugal and National-
ist Spain. The aim isn't to save the
masses from being “boobs and mor-
ons”’ but to indoctrinate them with
the dogmas of its particular brand
of supernaturalism and a scrvile ae-
ceptance of the hierarchy’s reaction-
ary, medieval ideas of economics, la-
bor unions, education, and the like,
Our free democracy has plenty of
boobs and morons, in all conscience,
but it would be a thousand times
worse if the leaders of Catholie-

Fascism were to gain complete con-

trol of our press, schools, the motion
pictures, and the radio. At least we
still have the freedom to educate our
illiterates and underprivileged eiti-
zens. Under Catholic-Fascism it
would be a matter of public poliey
to keep those masses steeped in super-
stition, ignorance and social back-
wardness. Those who felt otherwise
would be treated as traitors, heretics
and criminals. Concentration camps
would be put up in every State. The
educators and writers who dared tell
the truth would be killed or impris-
oned. The radio would be used en-
tirely for Catholic-Faseist propagan-
da. 'This isn’t scare-mongering I'm
indulging in, My charges are based

on the facts of the record in coun-

tries where Catholic-Fascism is able
to assert itself.

Does Hitler have much faith in Japan
as a mcmber of thce Fascist Interna-.
tional? .

Hitler keeps his mouth shut about
Japan’s military situation, but he
must know he has tied himself to a
government that’s getting bogged .
deeper each day. The organ of the
Hitler Youth Movement, Wille und
Macht, admits in so many words it
doesn’t expeet much from Japan,
The quotation, which appeared in the
July 380, 1938, issue of the People’s
World, which is responsible for the-
Wille und Macht translation, reads.

“Another question, in any case, is

it advisable for Japan to enter inte

an arms race with England and the

United States, whose economic and

technical facilities from the long

view are still greater than those
of Japan. In other words, can Japan
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keep up an arms race in the long

run? It should not be forgotten
« that Japan, fundamentally, is a poor

nation ana can carry only with the
greatest efforts its large military
establishment, which rests most of
all on the weak shoulders of the

Japanese rice-farmer.”

As I write this piece, the press is
giving considerable space to reports
of new border fights between Japan
and the Soviet Union. It’s hard to
te]l what the Japanese militarists
have in mind, il they can be said to
have minds at all, for their cavortings
seem to indicate bad cases of jitters
or downright insanity. If, after mak-
ing such a mess of its undeclared
war in China, Japan were to take on

Russia, it’s downfall would be well-
nigh inevitable, as the facts all indi-
cate that the Far Eastern army of
the Soviet Union ig all 'set to go to
town in a big way., With perhaps
500,000 trained Russians ready to go
into action, and with anywhere from
1,500 to 2,000 first-line bombers cap-
able of “visiting” Tokio in three or
four hours, with at least 50 up-to-
date submarines at Vladivostok, with
improved communications with Eu-
ropean Russia, and with sources of
immediate supplies more than enough
to keep the Russian soldiers in action
for at least a year without help :Erom!
Moscow, Japanese militarists must be
completely devoid of their sense if
they intend to provoke a war in that
part of the world. A year ago, be-
fore they bankrupted themselves in
China, the Japanese might have
whipped the Russians, but today, with
the tables turmed and the Russians
on top, the Japanese can go into 4
new war with only one purpose in:
mind—collective suicide. It may be
that the Japanese want to trade their
bad war in China for a nice, fresh,
\rew war with the Soviet Union. If
N&at’s their notion, they’d better wake
up. They're committing hara-kiri.

> : LR S
What’s the latest report on our gold:
holdings?

On July 27,.1938, the U.S. Treas-
urv rennrted gold holdings of $13,-
000.329.409, or 871,438,268 ounces
of the metal. This is about 55 percent
of the world’s estimated monetary,
gold stocks. The underground vaults
at Wt Knox. Ky., are holding about

$5,000,000,000 of our gold. The re-

mainder is being held in wvarious
treasury mints and assay offices
throughout the country.

It is generally agreed that the gold
held by the U.S., Great Britain,
France and the Soviet Union will
serve militarily should the great de-
mocracies find themselves at war with
the Fascist countries. The three
great Fascist governments—Ger-
many, Italy and Japan—have very
little gold, without which a long war
could hardly be fought, for these
countries must buy raw materials in
the world market, where only gold or
foreign exchange is acceptable. Italy,
it’s estimated, has hardly more than
$125,000,000 in gold; Germany prob-
ably has less than $75,000,000, while
Japan is digging into its gold re-
serves so fast to buy raw materials
for its undeclared war in China that
it’s hard to say just what the coun-
try’s gold balance amounts to, but it
seems, $200,00?X:000*X*is 3‘ liberal figure.

Can eyes be made larger by plastic
surgery?

No, there’s nothing one can do to
make the eyes larger. Quacks who
call themselves plastic surgeons offcr
(how much money have you got,
miss?) to cut the skin at the corners
of the eyes. This exposes more of the
eyeball. The result is bad. As Dr.
Joseph Urkov, in his exposure of
quacks in the beautifying racket, ex-
plains, “this work is an insult to Na-
ture, and she often retaliates. When
‘big eyes’ tries to laugh, she wecps.
Tears roll down her cheeks due to a
permanent disturbance of the  tear
mechanism by the quack’s ﬂasty
knife,” Women—they are the main
victims—should be satisfieq with the
eyes nature gave them.

W o o

Can you give me the fundamentals of
the Swift Tax Plan? )

Dean Swift, the great English
satirigt, purely as an exercise in
spoofing, proposed a tax on frmale
beauty, or, as we’d put it in these
more sophisticated days, sex appeal.
His “plan” suggested that each wom-
an be given the right to asscss her
own physical beauty. Such a tax,
said Jonathan Swift, would be paid
gladly and would bring in enough
revenue to take ecare of any sized
budget. I'mf afraid such a tax would
bring little yevenue from the really
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beautiful women. A Marlene Dietrich
or a Greta Garbo, secure in their
ample stores of sex appeal, would
put themselves down at two for a

nickel while the nation’s slatterns, of [

whom there are plenty, would soar
into the millionaire class. As there
are more plain women than glamorous
.ones, the treasury would come out
well up in front, but just try to get
some statesmail tex‘ prcg)ose the plan.

What ig yonr apinien of the numerons
remedies advertised in the newspapers?

Advertised remedies—patent med-
icines—shouldn’t be used by ailing
people. If sick, see a doctor, but first
make sure he’s a good doctor with
proper educational background and

professional reputation. - One of .the;

dangers of patent medicines is the
encouragement given to uneducated,
untrained laymen to diagnose their
own diseases, Self-medication isn’t
a bad thing if one is afflicted with a
minor ailment, but when there’s the
possibility of serious complications
one should always -turn to a compe-
tent physician for relief. Patent medi-
cines are alwavy to be avoided.
Thev're an unmitigated evil, When
1 advise my readers to consult a doc-
tot, bear in mind I always refer to
a medieal practitioner. Avoid freak-
ish, unsecientific cultists, faddists,
Naturonaths, Chiropractors, and the
like. They’re as bad as patent medi-
cines, sometimes worse, and always
. more expensive.

o

I have learned that Canada imports
sreatg guantities of coal from the U.S.
Doesn’t Canada have any coal deposits?

Canada hag vlenty of coal, but it
havnens -that deposits are far from
the centers of population., Excessive
transportation charses make it eco-
nomical to imfr)‘ort !‘U.'S. coal.

>

We are a fimily of five and are con-
gidaring the purchase of an electric
dishwashine machine, Please send your
recommendation by personal letter.

T don’t recommend. any &ind of
dishwashing machine for an ordinary
family, Thev're all right for res-
taurants and hotels, but thev aren’t
worth the hich investment whem put
into a home that has a family of only
five members. The machines are
verv exmensive and never do an en-
tirely satisfactory job. Also, their up-

keep is high. Operating costs are
completely out of line. The old sys-
tem of hand dishwashing is still the
best for the z}xyerzzfe i:x?mily.‘

How many American troops were en-
gaged in the Spanish-American War?

About 280,000,
L

o -
Did Robert G. Ingersall oppose atfempts
to gag free speech and other civil
rights?

There never was a greater enemy
of organized bigotry and censorship
than Ingersoll. In order to quote a
sample of his opinion I must make
my choice among many expressions.
Here’s a good one, but there are hun-
dreds just as pointed:

“] wonld not wish to live in a
world where I .could not express my
honest opinions. Men who deny to
others the right of free speech are
not fit to live with honest men. T
deny the right of any man, of any
number of men, of any Church, of
any State, to put a padlock on the
lips—to make the tongue a convict.
I passionately deny the right of the
Herod of Authority to Kkill the chil«
dren of my b;ain.”

s 3

There are undoubtedly a great many
people, Roman Catholics in particular,
who derive considerable comfort from
their rcligion. Many of them claim it
helps them in trying times. Life for
most of us is a pretty tough proposition,
so if anyone is able to believe that
somewhere, sometime, he will be com-
pensated for earthly trials and tribula-
tions, don’t you think it would be a
pity to deprive him of this consolation?
Ingersoll said the time to be happy is
now-—the place here, That may be pos-
sible for the Ingersolls, but we all can-
not live the life he did or anything
approximating it.

I know of no Rationalist who
strives to deprive any individual of
the “consolation” he deriveg from his
religion. Freethinkers everywhere
demand that religionists shall have
every right to practice their religion,
and ask in return that they be per-
mitted to approach their own prob-
lems in the spirit of realism. If re-
ligion serves as a erubch for some
aged, helpless, fragile individual, by
all means let that person enjoy the
benefits of that erutech. No one aims
to break that crutch: A Freethinker
doesn’t believe in idol-smashing. If
someone prefers to worship an idol,
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that’s his right and privilege. K No
one will move a finger to interfere,
at least among the Freethinkers. I
have' made this same point many
times in the past, always emphasiz-
ing the fact that Rationalism is a

voluntary philosophy which must

never be advanced by force. Too
many religionists prefer to use the
powers of the State to crush non-
. believers, or in other ways compel
them to embrace religious ideas. Re-
ligious persecutions are too well
known to students of history. The
whole record of religious history’ is
one long attempt to tyrannize, perse-
cute, torture and punish the more
tough-minded men and women who
prefer to approach life without the
trappings of .ecclesiasticism. It took
many. centuries of struggle for Free-
thinkers- to win the right to free
speech. Now that they have this right
in many ecivilized countries—particu-
larly those countries which enjoy
democratic institutions—they certain-
ly don’t intend to repeat the experi-
ences of their religious enemies and
go in for forceful acceptance of their
ideology. Freethinkers say that those
who get consolation out of their super-
stitions have a right to hug such de-
lusions to their bosom. In my own
experience I have known many per-
sons——egpecially among the aged—
with whom I never even discuss re-
ligion, knowing that my views can
only cause them pain and unhappi-
ness. At the same time I insist that
I shall have the right to express my
views in print, where thoge who want

to study them may do so, all in the
" spirit of giva and take. If a religious-
minded individual is shocked by Free-
thought literature, he need only re-
fuse to read it. There are, on the
other hand, many individualg in the
ranks of the religious-mindeq who
don’t need the crutches of supersti-
tion to smnskain them, and such per-
sons have a perfect right to listen

to or read after a Freethinker’s phi-

losophy. Most Freethinkers of my
acquaintance once held religious no-
tions, and the facts show that their
intellectual emancipation worked to
their benefit. They are better men
and women for their. ability to think
out for themselves the great problems
pregented” by Church propagandists.
They know, however, that they would

be wasting their time if they were
to go out of their way to try to dis-
suade a believer who gets comfort
from his faith. Freethought would
be untrue to its basic principles if
it didn’t give its opponents the un--
qualified right to free choice.

L

I have $400 in U.S. bonds in safe deposit.
This is absolutely all 1 have of value. I
can earn only 50c per day on odd jobs
because I am 63 years of age. Am
gingle and in good health and 1 man-
age to exist on what I make., I can
buy city real estate for $400, paying
$5 per month rent. Or I am offered two -
acres of land with 100 chickens, fruit
trees, etc, for $400. Now, I am afraid
of inflation. I would rather keep my
government bonds and 50¢c a day work.
Please answer by personal reply at
once before I take up one of the busi-
ness propositions now being offered
me. I want to arrange my affairs so
that I will never have to ask for charity.

Take my sincere advice and. keep
your government bonds intact. Don’t,
under any circumstances, turn them
in _for real ‘estate or a few acres of
land and some 'chickens. Stick to
your bonds, unless you prefer to turn
them into money, in Which case put
the cash into the nearest postal sav-
ings bank. Don’t waste time worry-
ing wbout inflation. Your $400 worth
of bondg will serve you well for years
to come, for the chances of dangerous
inflation are rather remote. You
stand chances of losing your money
much faster in real estate than in
inflation, so let me urge you to keep
your modest nesvb-e'gg.

&% *

If the democratic countries were to go
to war with the Fascists, which side
would American opinion favor?

The American Institute of Public
opinion, on July 27, 1988, announced
the results of .a poll of Americans,
who were asked: “If England and
France have. a war with Germany
and Italy, which side would your
sympathies bo with?”! The vote show-
ed overwhelming support for the dem-
oeratic side, by better than 20 to 1.
The vote: .

P Percent
England and France ............... 65
Italy and Germany ................ 3
Neither side .v.ivvvervevnriecnancns 32

This vote is one more proof of
America’s tremendous enthusiasm
for democratic institutions. With only
8 percent voting for the Fascist gov-
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ernments, it’s elear that a war wanld
find America’s “sympathy bloc” lined
up with England and France, a fact
that would be of value to the democ-
racies in more ways than one.
Another question that was asked
in the same poll read: “If England
and France do go to war with the
Fascist powers, can the U.S. stay
out?” Fifty-four percent felt we
could stay neutral, while 46 percent
declared we would go in on the side
of the democratic powers, according
to the survey. This is in contrast to
a poll taken a year ago for answers
to the ‘same question, when it was
found that 62 percent said we could
stay out of the next European war,
thvs showing that the American peo-
ple are gradually coming around to
the position that our participation in

a war acainst Faseist governments

is desirable.

The American people hate Faseism.
Yet, here are Fascist elements in
this country which are hard at work
trving to break down this redistance
to tvranny and dictatorship. Demo-
cratie liberalism must remain domi-

nant.
LS

Is the idea of a publication devoted
entirely to questions and answers orig-
inal with you?

So far as I know, The Freeman is
the first neriodical of its kind in the
United States, but if you’ll go back
thrae centuries in England you’ll
find the Athenian Mercury, a paper
o'ven over entircly to questions and
answers. I'm still to see a copy. If
anv reader can lend me a volume or
two (I understand the journal was
issmed for years) TI’ll be thankful
for the favor. The Athenian Mercury,
like the F‘reeman, never echoed copy-
hook maxims, as shown by the origin-
al and entertaining manne} the editor
answered a reader who wanted a few
thonohts on earlv rising. The edi-
tor resmended with the advice that
i s hetter to go to bed early and
rige lata. Here's the way he worded
his devilish philosonhy:

“Thoneh it be a kind of recession
from the common opinion to prefer
going to bed and rising late—yet
is it to be noted that most persons
of rreat pogition and the more ju-
dicious go*t. observing that .course
of YVife, are of that iudement, since
that to approve a thing is to do it.

Now we sea that all the great Lords
and Ladies about the Court, the
most refined spirits and such as are
able to judge of all things, nay,
most men who have anything more
than an ordinary burthen of affairs
for the most part go to bed late and
rise late (the more quickly does
time slip away). They therefare are
to be thought the happiest who if
they had their own wills would go
to bed latest; not only for that rea-
son which made a certain King of
this part of the world say that he
would be King as long as he could,
insomuch as when he slept there
was no difference between him and
the meanest of his subjects.”

And that, my pious readers, is all
I know about the publication that
beat me to the draw three centuries
ago. I'd like to know more. Maybe
some reader w1ll be able to help me.

Please let me know how much money
the American people paid each year
during the last 10 years for national and
State government. Also let me know
what our national income was each year.
Then give the percent of tax to national
income.

The figures, for fiscal years, com-
piled from the National Industrial
Conferetnce Board studies on “Cost
of Government in, the United States,”
follow:

TAX COLLECTIONS IN THE U.S.

(In millions.)

Total Percent

federal of tax to

and state National = national

Year collections income income
1926 ,..$ 8,605 $73,473 11.7
1927 ... 9,059 73,913 12.3
1928 ... 9,432 75,847 123
1929 9,759 79,438 12.3
1930 . 10,266 72,340 14.2
1931 ... 9,300 60,122 15.5
1932 8,147 46,358 17.5
1933 . 7,501 44,358 16.9
1934 .., 8,773 51,052 17.2
1935 ... 9,731 55,700 17.5
1936 ... 10,498 63,790 16.5
1937 . 12,300 67,544 18,2

LA
You sometimes use the initials U.S.S.R.
when speaking of Russia. What do they
mean?

Union of So:{‘let Somg.‘hst Re'pubhcs.

Have you anything to say about the
recent sensational suicide of John W.
Warde, in N.Y.C.?

Wlarde, a young man of 26, several
times in and out of mental hospltals,

went through a suicide ceremony, in

+
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which he stood for 11 hours on the
ledge of the 17th fluor of a hotel be-
fore jumping to his death. In plain
language, Warde was crazy. He'd
been suffering from a suicide com-
plex for years, having made numer-
ous attempts to end hig existence, and
then gave full expression to his
frustrated personality by leaping to
his death before a big audience.
During these hours Warde sipped the
sweet, heady wine. of importance,
something life had withheld from him.
It was worth dying for such a send-
off. Police begging him to desist, a
priest praying for him from a nearby
window, a beautiful blonde promising
to go to bed with him if only he would
change his mind and not jump, tens
of thousands of people—many of them
frustrated Wardes—watching, scores
of rrporters, newspaper extras being
" sold in the steccts below while he was
trving to make up his mind when to
throw himself to the street, photog-
raphers all set to ecatch the last,
dramatic moment, newsreel camera-
men—it was all made to order for
Warde’s defeateq ego. When he had
taken all the stimulation he could get
from this scene—11 hours of it—he
went over.. He thought it was worth
it. That’s just one more evidence of
Warlle’s insanity. He didn’t realize
that the crowd would scatter and look
for mnew thrills; the newspapers
would turn to a new sensation; the
beautiful blonde would adjust her-
self to some other man; the police
would close the record and go after
new problems of behavior., His mo-
ment of “glory” was only a dettision.
Had he known how empty his oesiure
was he wounld have heen sone and
therefore wouldd’t have stood up
there for 11 hours before deciding to
finish the show. By this I don’t mean
to infer that all persons who kill
themselves must be erazy. Many sane
men decide cilmly and rationally
that they have a nerfectly gond rea-
son for doing away with themselves
—incurable diseases, uselessness to
society, family or self, helplessness in
old age or in some misfortune. Such
‘peovle are as sane as the healthy-
minded verson who enjoye living and
wants the process to continue for a
long time. But, being sane, they do
the act of individual retreat from
life as though it were a private ritual,

which it certainly is, instead of fall-
ing victim to delusions of grandeur
and making their suicide a spectacle
that carries all the marks of mas-
ochism and exhibitionism.

L R

What are Hitler’s intentions with re-
gard to Holland?

Judging- by the way the Ilollanders
are arming, they must have good rea-
sons for keeping their eyes on Hitler.
A story is going the rounds of the
foreign press that’s worth telling:

A swashbucking Nazi accosted. a

Dutchman. “Hitler will be in Hol-

land next” warned the Nazi.

“I wouldn’t’ doubt it,” came the

Hollander's calm reply, “we already

have the Kaiser.” -

My name is Minsky, which causes me
much embarrassment because lots of
wise guys kid me about strip teases, ask
me fo introduce them to Gypsy Rose
Lee, and in other ways rib me. 'm
thinking of changing my name to Pinsky.
Do you think that's a good idea?

Just why you should pick on Mr.
Pinsky, Mr. Minsky, is beyond me.
Now, Mr. Pinsky—I mean Minsky—
while you’re at it why not do a thor-
ough job of Americanization? But
don’t do like the fellow in the popu-
lar story. This bird went into court
with an application to have his name
changed from John Splinterbottom.
“How old are yon?” the friendly
iudge inquired. “Thirty-five.” Mr.
John Splinterbottom replied. “Do you
mean to tell this court that you’ve
actuallv lived with that name for 85
vears?”’ the judge asked in amazes
ment. “Well, you certainly deserve
relief. What do you want to bhe
named instead?” The man’s face lit
up as he replied: “Clarence Solinter-
bottom, your honor.” That fellow, to
mv notion, ig a whole lot like Minsky
who wants to ;Wit:x‘ch c:gfer to Pinsky.

Can you explain why Esquire stopped

using Meyver Levin’s department of
movie criticisms?
For somethine like four years,

Mever T.evin wrote for Esouire ex-
cellent reviewg of movies. Personallv,
I found them heloful in' mv own edi-
torial work. Now comes the news
that David Smart. the puhlisher of
Esauire, has decided., in resnonse to
peomoplaints  from reactionaries, to

dispense with Levin’y services. Mr,
spe S
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Levin, in an open letter, says, among
other things: .

The issue is not merely one of
whether I or someone else or ne
one shall write movie criticism for
ESQUIRE. The issue is clearly the
freedom of the press. This is the
first instance, to my knowledge,
where a systematic pressure cam-
paign (for your information, or-
ganized chiefly by the Catholic
Church) in terms of letters and
postcards to advertisers in these
magazines, has been utilized to sup-
press the free expressions of views
by writers. Mr. Smart has made it
very clear that it is not his editorial
policy to suppress me, but. that he
is bowing to the express commands
of certain advertisers, who in turn
confront him with hundreds of post-
cards advising them to withdraw
their advertising from magazines
which employ writers Hke myself.
The Catholic-Fascists have won an-

other battle. These organized letter-
_ writers are doing the cause of a free
press limitless damage through their
ganging up tactics. As Freeman read-
ers know, the same forces swamped
publishers of magazines and news-
papers in a conspiracy to compel
them to throw out my Little Blue
Book advertisements. Now they’ve
gone after a vublisher (who would
like to be liberal on some subjects)
and commelled him to discharge a
writer whose only offense was that
he wrote criticisms that were unac-
cevntable to the Catholic-Fascists.
Americans who helieve in a free 'press
should answer these reactionaries by
giving their fullest gupbort to those
editors who aren’t afraid to tell the
truth even when it hurts the delicate
sangibilities of the Catholie-Fascists.
The oreanized letter-writers are able
to geare certain kindg of »nblishers.
esnecially those who are demendent
on advertisine. When the Catholic-
Faseiste don’t eet what thevy want
direct from the vublisher thev gane
un on hig advertigers, and that usual-
1v brinos aniek action. Freeman read-
ers mngt learn the lesson—ome T've
beemm pounding oun Pfor vears—that
our onlv hove in the fight to ward
off Fascist tyranmv in the U.S. is-to
build up a powerful progressive press
that’s able to overate without lean-
ing on the money-baes of the big ad-
vertisers. Such publications can be
published—there’s evidence at hand

to this effect—but they need moral
backing. It isn*t asking too much of
lovers of democracy that they should
make reasonable sacrifices for such
an - unsubsidized, free, independent,
out-spoken press. If we lose our free
press, Faseism will capture the coun-
try without m;;lch ;f %x‘ fight.

Will a child outgrow cross-eyes if the
condition is left alome?

No, According to an eye speecialist
(referred to in Science News Letter,
July 28, 1938) “children do not out-
grow cross-eyes—the condition near-
ly always grows worse unless cor-
rected by glasses, training; or an op-
eration.”

L . T

Last night I heard over the radio, for
the thousandth time, a sales talk for
Fleischmann’s Yeast. It’s supposed to be
good for pimply youngsters and thase
past 40 who are beginning to slip. What
do you say? .

Don’t pay any attention to that
yeast crap. It’s just high-pressure
salesmanship. Yeast iy all right in
bread, but it shouldn’t be taken as a
medicine or a tonie, The American
Medical Association hag never admit-

'ted the truth of the claims for yeast

as a laxative; blood purifier, tonie, or
the like. Certain scientists have shown
that the living organisms in yeast,
instead of doing the human system
any good, do a great deal of harm
by living off needed elements in the
body, esvecially vitamins. The medi-
cal profession doesn’ recommend
yeast as a laxalive. It produces irri-
tation in the intestines. All this runs
counter to. the claims made in ex-
pensive radio, mamazine and newspa-
per advertising, but I insist my advice
is based on the findings of sound au-
thorities and should be heeded by the
ailing. The yeast peovle spend mil-
lions of dollars yearly to exploit their
nonsense, which aceounts for the way
the press keens quiet about their ex-
travagant claims. The press is al-
ways gure to pussyfoot when it takes
in great sums of money from adver-
tisers who are putting something
over on the public. But the Federal
Trade Commission shouldn’t be hesi-
tant about stepning in and protect-
ing the consumery from advertising
that is plainly false and misleading.”
The Freeman is always free to ex-
pose Take advertising because it is
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a really frce press. It isn't answer-
able to big advertisers. It is unsub-
sidized. That’s why it fsn’t afraid
to tell the truth 2bout rich rackets.

* *
I have trouble with my shaving brushes.
After a few shaves the hairs begin fall-
ing out. Please recommend something
reliable,

I've been using a4 Rubberset for
more than 25 years, with complete
satisfaction. I used to go in for the
$1 brand, which was a good buy, but
something like 10 years ago I started
using one of their brushes made of
badger hairs, with great success and
satisfaction. I believe the last one I
bought (something like three years
ago) cost me $2.50, but it wag worth
it. It’s as good as new and ought to
last another five or six years.
Rubberset is so well made (by the
Rubberset Company, 76 West St.,
N.Y.C.), that it’s no exaggeration to
sav the hairs wear out instead of
fall out, which is a real testimonial
to the manufacturer’s skill,

LR IR

What kind of toilet paper do you sug-
gest? Bterilized?  Chemicals removed?
Which brand is the best buy?

There’s a lot of bunk printed in the
toilet. vaper advertisements. Wise
consumers ghouldn®t be deceived. The
chatter about “dangerous chemicals”
is so much hooey. The quantity of
chemicals that go into the manufac-
ture of paver is so slight in propor-

tion to the paper’s bulk that the

danger ig fust about zero. A genera-
tion brought uv on mail order ecata-
log‘ues and newsnavers (without hav-
1ng the ink remowd') should be
immune to the “menace” of chem-
jeals in toilet paper. Of course, by
all means pick out a sheet that’s soft
and vleasant to handle. There’s no
reason whv harsh. hard pavpers should
be annlied, esvecially since the soft
poners don’t cost anv more. The best
chemists in the iIndustrv have been
Work?nq hard on the nrohlem of turn-
ine ont ‘so«mefthmsr that will polish
as well ag wine, and reports indieate
that thev have heen successful. Ex-
periments show that low-vriced toilet
vavers offered in the chain stores are
inst as good. and freauentlv better,
than the exnensive naners offered for
the delicate. swankv. fastidions, ear-
riaoe trade. The best huv T know of
is the paper which is sold, under the

though the quality is all right.
The .

trade name of Grandee, in the Wool-
worth stores. For a nickel you get
1,000 sheets, which is a lot of use-
fulness and sound pleasure for such
a small sum. The J.
stores offer, at 5e, the Imperial brand,
but this contains only 600 sheets. For
a dimec the same chain sells Red
Clover (a delightful name for toilet
paper, for it suggests tenderness
and poetry) and it contains 1,500
sheets. There are many other brands,
some of them worth the money, but
I think I've offered enough sugges-
tions for the present. By the way,
the much-advertised S'/bt Tissue s»ells
at” 10¢ and offers only 1,000 shebts,
which makes it a pretty steep blu}f,
oyl e
game people who make Secot Tissue
offer The Waldorf, which retails at
6c but contains only 650 cheets, a
high price, to my notion.
way, don’t fall for that crap about
sheets of toilet paper havmg been
exposed to sunlamps, that's just a lot
of salesmanship baloney. If the roll

of paper is securely wrapped, you

can depend on ite “purity.”
L *

Recently a friend of mine made this re-
mark: “How do you know that The
American Freeman has a monthly defi-
cit of $5007 If Haldeman-Julius said
the deficit was $1.000 a month, you’d be-
lieve him also.” Please comment.

Tell your friend he’s right when he
says I could get the Freeman’s deficit
at $1,000 per month instead of $500,
and no one would be the wiser. How-
ever, let me add that $500 per month
means $6.000 per vear. and a glance
at the paner—totally devoid of eom-
mercial advertising—should convince
him my figsure is entirely reasonable.
If the paver were crammed with ex-
pensive -advertising, my story would
sound fishy. But remember the pa-

per’s income comes onlv from ity read--

ers. many of whom get the paper at
reduced rates throuvsh premiums, spe-
cial offers. and the like. Tt would take
columns of ficures to prove what I’'m
saying in this naraeranh, and I'm
sure the paver’s - friends wouldn’
want me to wocte time and space on
stiich a task. Tho Freeman’s deficit is
remarkablv small, considering its 1ib-
eral, vprogressive. .dehmnking policies
and the ease with which it goes out
of its wav to exvose anacks and make
enemies.

J. Newberry.

By the

For years I've been paying.

A
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the paper’s deficit out of the sale of
buvks, but I can’t go on like that
forever. That’s why I suggest that
the paper’s friend; as:;ume the load.

Do you recommend mechanical massag-
ers? I have a chance to buy one for
$50 less than list price, but want your
advice Dbefore acting. Please reply
quickly by personal letter.

Motor-driven mechanical vibrators
shouldn’t be used at all. They are
dangcrous. Doctors have reported
s:irious results from their use by ail-
ing persons, including even ruptured
appendix, hernia, and damaged blad-
der. Persons with certain diseases
may be permanently injured through
the uss of these violent machines.
Tnke my advice and leave them alone.
If you are in need 'of exercise, go in
for walking, short spells of swim-
m'ng, and games that aren’t too fa-
tiguing. Thesc mechanical massagers
aren’t selling the way they used to,
which indicates that the consumers
are getting wise to them. Don’t let
yourself be high-pressured into tak-
ing a “bargain.”

* *

I want to buy a car and take delivery
at the factory. I work hard for my
money and can’t see the point in pay-
ing a dealer $100 to $150 profit on a
transa~t‘on that isn’t going to take
over 15 minutes of his time. Am en-
clos’'ng fee for personal reply, which
please send at once as I must settle this
car deal in the near future.

I doubt you'll get very-far trying
to buy a motor ear at the factory in/,
order to save the dealer’s commission:
Persons who eall at a large motor
ear factory—such as Ford, General
Motors, or Chrysler—find that they
can buy at dealers’ discounty only
when they are able to qualify as
bona fide dealers. The companieg are
always on guard to prevent ordinary
buyers from getting machines at
trade discounts. If you can’t satisfy
the comvany you are a ‘real motor
ear.-dealer vou will be referred to the
Tneal ear dealer. who will insist on
the full cash nrice, unless you happen
to have an nld ef; to turn in.

We. a oran of mon emnloved bv a con-
rovn which desires to do the right thine
bv fte emnloves. find that we are being
vaw.hidoed by a foreman who. only a
fow veawrs aro, was vaised from the
ranke  After he rvéceived his promo-
tion he immediately went to work on

i

his former friends, driving some out
and harassing the others. He always
takes the attitude that he’s the only
man in the world who’s right. He seems
to derive a great deal of satisfaction
from inflicting mental anguish as well -
as physical suffering on the men under
him. The more harmless and conscien-
tious they are, the greater the suffer-
ing he imposes on them, His attitude is
unbearable. He ingists it’s necessary to
use his men like a bunch of convicts
for the sake of ecomomy. Most of us
have families and aren’t in a position
to quit. He yells and blusters all the
time, He irritates everyone who works
under him to a point where many are
nearly nervous wrecks. We want a word
of advice from you by personal letter,
for which we enclose the usual fee.

I don’t wonder you and your fellow-
employes are suffering from ragged
nerves. You’d have to be a brass
monkey to tolerate that kind of a
nuisance and still remain calm. The
type of foreman deseribed in your
letter is a source of torture to the
men under him and a constant source
of waste and financial loss for the
men over the foreman. No real execc-
utive throws himself into a fit every-
time he deals with the men in his
department. The signs of a real, in-
telligent, effective foreman are poise,
calm, and soft spcech. The blustcrer
betrays signs of suffering from an
inferiority complex. He gets a kick
out of making his “slaves” .hop
around whenever he snaps the whip.
It soothes his ego to be made to feel
“important.” Perhaps your employ-
erg will get on to this worthless trash
some of these days and give him the
gate, as he deserves, for he's cost-
ing the company money every day
he’s »in the shop. If the company’s
higher officialg are blind to what's
going on, maybe all or a great ma-
jority of the men could be prevailed
on to sign a pround robin asking this
cockroach Mussolini to pipe down. I
pity a bunch of men who have to
work day after day under a louse who
thinks he’s another Hitler,

L S
Why is Mussolini joining Hitler in his
anti-Semitism?

Mussolini, after making fun of Hit-
ler’s notions about race, has gone
over to Nazi -anti-Semitism because
he wants to toadv to the great Adolf
(Velvetlips)  Hitler, fearing he
might be left alone to face the de-
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moeracies; He doesn’t feel so good |{“You come home! What business have

now that Japan isn't having an easy'!you in a place like this!

time of it in China. The way the Sov-
iet Union got Japan told in late July,
1938, didn’t sit so good on Mussolini’s
tender stomach. He sees the Faseist
international isn’t able to scare every-
body by merely erying “boo.”
Anti-Semitism in Italy is especial-
ly farcical because there are only
50,000 Jews in all Italy-—about one
Jew to 1,000 of the general popula-
tion. It’s hard to pump up much of
a “menace” out of such an insignifi-
cant minority. But Mussolini will
gladly persecute such a tiny group,
if it’ll put him in a hetter trading
position with Hitler. Hitler, on the
other hand, knows Mussolini is busted
financially, and no blackmailer ever
likes to waste too much time with
anyone who’s flat broke. He'll play

along with Mussolini and Japan, if

there’s any hope of getting some loot,
but if they don’t hold out promises of
real gain he’ll shy away from them.
Japan, he knows, is in terrible shape
after a year of fruitless violence in
vast China. At ore time it looked
certain that Germany would attack
Russia from the West once Japan
got. busy with its armies in Eastern
Siberia, but today the picture has
changed. The Soviet Union’s position
is stronger than ever, and instead
of taking any of Japan’g lip 'it’s let-
ting the Fascists know that anytime
they want to start anything they’ll
find the Soviet Union ready to finish
it. And, the longer Russia waits, the
weaker Japan will become, as a result
of its troubles in China. A year ago,
Japan conld have played havoe with
Russia in the Far East, but today the
possibilities are all the other way.
Mc.Qnrwhile, Mussolini is wondering
what’s going to happen to the great
Fascist international which, a few
yearg ago, was to destroy Russia and
all the “sick” democracics. He re-
minds me of the fellow who organized
a league for the protection of hen-
pecked husbands in a neighboring
Kangas town. At the first meeting
he was chosen chairman. While
-banging for order he turned pale at
a terrible sight before him. There
stood his big, powerful, stern-looking
wife. She rushed up to the platform,
grabbed him by the collar and drag-
ged him away with this remark:

You god-

‘damn little shrimp, you ain’t hen-

pecked!”

After yelling to Hitler, years ago, .
that Aryans (Nordic blonds, with blue
eyes and tall bodies) are the bunk,
he now turns loose some of hig prize
“scientists” to prove that Mussolini’s
short, stumpy, black-haired, dark Ital-
ians are-Aryan pals of the northern

Nordics! It looks as though Musso-
lini is henpecked.
Of course, Fascist. propagandists

will insist that Mussolini’s surrender
to Hitler’s crazy ideas about race is
only another proof of his passion for
progress. But this is the kind of
progress a man met up with in a
restaurant, where, after ordering
sausages and mashed potatoes, he
fonnd one sansage contained a piece
of motor tire. Calling the waiter for
an explanation, he found that worthy
to be something of a diplomat. “Yes,
sir,” the waiter said in his oiliest
tones, “we are proud to demonstrate
our progress. It’s just another ex-
ample of the motor ecar replacing the

| horge.”

What’s your opinion of facial massages?

They can’t do any harm. Ag for
doing a person any good, I'm yet to
meet with a case. At best, a fa-
cial will make the patient feel bet-
ter for a couple of hours, That’s be-
cause the skin has been given plenty
of blood circulation, which is pleas-
ant, but can’t last long., Facial mas-
sages can’t remove wrinkles, however
firmly the beauty parlor |operator
may insist that her facials are “beau-
tifying.” Dr. Joseph -Urkov, in an ar-
ticle entitled “New Faces, Quack
Style,” in the August, 1938, Esquire,
says facial massages can never make
an old skin youthful. The skin, says
Dr. Urkov, “is tragically like a pair
of suspenders: we can stretch new
sugpenderg and they snap back every
time, but when they lose their. elas-
tieity nothing ecan restore it. Pre-
cisely so with*the skin.”

English newspapermen complain that
U.S. 'sports writers use a jargon that
can’t be understood by Britishers.
Please comment, . g

I don’t doubt that’s true, but the
British critics should bear in mind
that they are guilty of the same of-
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fenge. Here’s a piece, headed “Great
But Capricious Cricket,” which ap-
péared in the July 1, 1938, issue of
The Manchester Guardian:

A snick by Paynter off McCormick
nearly undid him.

Ames was caught after lunch in
the slips. off McCormick, amd Eng-
land was 142 for 7 with four hours
to go.

He received a rising ball from
Farnes with displeasure, and turned
another hazardously to leg.

McCabe hit two fours and sent a
high chance to the slips off Farnes,
who flung himself against the ele-

. ments, with his hair in a tangle.

He bowled Hassett at 5 minutes
past 6 with a frightful leg break.

As T am an old-time expert on
cricket (having edited a complete edi-
tion of “The Cricket on the Hearth”)

~I understood every word of the above,
but I'm positive most of my Ameri-
can readers won't get much out of it.
Sports jargon is an international ail-

ment.
L

What is your opinion of the Kenmore
sewing machine from Sears Roebuck? 1
want a personal reply so am enclosing
fee. Please rush answer as must make
up my mind within next few days.

The Kenmore Full Rotary Electric|
sewing machines sold by Sears Roe-
buck is an excellent buy that's well

- worth the prﬁe.

Has science ever made a study of honey-
mooners? We all know (many from
actual experience) how love-making is
intensified during that period, some of
the reports indicating amazing physical
powers., What T want to know is this:
Has science ever found that the honey-
mooners’ intensity and hysterical con-
centration endured for exceptional peri-
ods of time? We usually think of the
honeymoon being over in two ot three
weeks, when the couple settles down to
more normal relationships. Have you
any statistical tables showing extraor-
dinary longevity?

I'm afraid this is a suib,]ect; that has
been neglected by science, though I
insist it’s worthy of the most careful
study. T'm reminded of a story that
goes like this:

One of the best errors I ever saw
occurred recently in a Nashville
evening paper. The reporter was de-
scribing the collapse of the famous
honeymoon bridge over Niagara
Falls. It fell, if you remember, un-
dexr the weight of an ice coat, into

i

the torrent below—and he -wrote
glowingly of the many couples who
had stood on the bridge in years
past.

The effect was spoiled, however,
by a typesetter who was either
thinking of something else at the
time or was a gloriously irreverent
soul. I like to think of him in the
latter category, for the head over’

_ the story said:
“HONEYMOON BRIDE COL-

LAPSES AFTER  FIFTY YEARS.”
LR R

How can I get rubber stamps at reason-
able prices? I live in a rural commu-
nity far from makers of rubber stamps.
You’ll find just what you want at
either Montgomery Ward or Sears
Roebuck. Both concerns charge the
same price—29¢ per line, limited %o
three inches. Three lines cost T9%.
Carriage is e:ira.*(Free adv.)

What’s your opinion of - the Berlitz
School of Languages?.-

The Berlitz Schools are conducted
in 26 countries. They have been in
existence for more than half a cen-
tury. The schoolg are well run. How-
ever, I believe the language depart-
ments of our tax-supported universi-
ties, colleges,” training schools and
h1gh gchools are at least just as good
—mosl are better—and at fees that
are almost nominal.

e
How’d you like “In Old Chicago”?

I never care for the usual run of
super-spectacular films that cost a
million or more just to give the cus-
lomers an empty, childish thrill..
Great fires and other catastrophies in
the movies usually bore me, especial-
ly this hackneved story about “the
O’Leary myth, a legend, by the way,
which I exposed just about the time
the film was released: A big fire,
after all, is just another big fire. If
a fire can be made to bring out story
and character, then I'm for it, but
when i’y slapped all over the lot just
to make chills run up your spine
(mine wag quite relaxed) I have to
yawn and think maybe I’d have done
better if T'd put my few dimes into
a couple of beers. Some day Holly-
wood’ll learn that a good story about
real people, and done in g spirit of
simplicity, is worth no end of spec-
tacles that cost $1,400,662.89. I don’t
think Mickey Rooney’s recent picture,
in which he discovers the great and
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sacred sexation of/love, cost much
over $300,000, and it carries more
entertainment value than a dozen big
concoctions like “In Old Chicago.” A
thing doesn’t always have to be big
in order to bt; gogd.

Did you see “Yellow Jack”?

Yes, and I liked it, except for the
silly comedy of gravel-voiced Devine,
‘who, it seemed to me, went out of his
way many times just to break the pic-
ture’s spell. The story wag the dra-
matic search for a disease-bearing in-
sect. That sounds unmovie-like, but
the way Lewis Stone, Robert Mont-
gomery and Virginia "Bruce trans-
late the material into life it becomes
a dramatic, mtelhgent enlightening
performance. This ig one of the few
times motion pictures took research
as its theme, and, to my notion, with
real success, for never did this film
lose (he mood of ils slory—except, as
I mentioned before, when the big
buffoon went through his 1d10tlc con-
tortions. This drama of science’s ef-

forts to serve mankind deserves the|:

support of the thinking portion of
the popula.tion:r

+
If a person says time after time, “I'm
glad the world is filled with sunshine,”
does that mean he is an optimist?
b Either that or he's selling straw
ats,

R :
What proportion of the nation’s popu-
lation is enrolled in schools and col-
leges? .
About one-fourbl’xl‘.

g
Why is it that all kinds of politicians
make good bedfellows?
Because they use the same kind of
bunk.
LR

How many people are there in the world
who are affligted with leprosy?
About 38,000,000.
LR

Can you characterize the average oil-

man? .
An oilman is always a hundred

miles from a million dollarg and a
million  miles from a hundred dol-

lars,
L S R S

T think dimples are cute. Can a good
plastic surgeon fix me up with a couple?
I want to be more glamorous.

No plastic surgeon—no matter how
clever—ean put dimples in your
cheeks. He can cut holes there, but

they’ll always look just what they
are—phoney. Besides, they’re danger-
ous, for the operations frequently re-
sult in infection.

I suffer a great deal from bnnions.
Please advise.

Avoid advertised “cures,” for they
can’t do you permanent good. The
same goes for “bunion shoes” A
person suffering from a bunion can be
cured in only one way—an operation
by a good, regutable doctor. '

He g

I read in the newspapers that Japan
has “assured” President Manuel
Quezon that the neutrality of the Phil-
ippine commonwealth will be respected.
Please comment.

There’ 'S only one comment possible
—any “assurance” frem Japancsc
sources can have no value. Let’s not
forget, that in Washington, on Febr-
uary 6, 1922, the Japanese govern-
ment signed a treaty, from which I
quote the following:

The TUnited States of America,
Belgium, the British Empire, China;
France, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands
and Portugal, desiring to adopt a
policy designated to stabilize con-
ditivns in the far Bast . . . agree:
(1) to respect the sovereignty, the
independence and the territorial and
administrative integrity of China;
{2) to provide the fullest and most
unembarrassed opportunity to China
to develop and maintain -for herself
an’ effective and stable government.
The three great Fascist powers—

Germany, Japan and Italy—are no-
torious treaty-breakers. Any agree-
ments signed hy these governments
are mere scrags of*papen

Do you favor using yellow fog lights
on automobiles?

No. They're expensive—costing
around $10—and have absolutely no
value. The theory that a yellow fog
light will penetrate mist better than
white light is pure bunk. Technicians
who know the subject insist a fog light
is only one more gadget. Stick to the
lights that came with your ear. They
are the best known to automotive en-
gineers.

e ok
Would you advise me to invest $100 In
an “overdrive” gear for my motor car?
There’s no doubt that the new
cruising gear {(overdrive) will save
you perhaps $1 or $1.50 on each 1,000
miles your car travels, but would it
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be a sound investment to put up so
much money in order to save so little?
I think not. Another point to bear
in mind is that these overdriveg entail
more working parts, with the con-
stant danger of the mechanism going
out of whack and costing extra
money. I wouldn’t dream of ordering
an overdrive put into my car. If it
were 1o come as a non-extra feature
of a standard car, I'd take it, pro-
vided it didn’t move the dealer to al-
low me much less for my old ecar in
the trade-in. The average driver will
find, I'm sure, that if he putg any-
where from $50 to $100 into a cruis-
ing gear he’ll be “saving” on gasoline
and oil for perhaps 50,000 miles be-
fore he can say he has regained his
original investment.
£ L yX&
What’s an agitator?
Anyone who objects to playing in
a game in which he knows the other
fellows are uiing ’Xmarked cards.

What was the hisoir population before
the white men settled this country?

One conservative estimate puts it at|y

100,000,000.

g kb
Is it true that only male hirds sing?
A British scientist insists it isn’t
true that -only the male bird sings.
He pomts to the female robin,. Whlch

can sing.
gk

How do you like the movies about the
Hardy family?

T like ’em fine. The first Hardy plc-
ture I saw told of the family’s amus-
ing adventures in Waghington. Then,
the other day, I saw the one called
“Love Finds Andy Hardy,” which
suited me from first to last. Mickey
Rooney has been one of my favorite
comedians for some years, .and he
getg betber with each picture. Every-
t ing he savs or does is funny—to
ma. . at Jeast. Inc'dentallv, Mickey
Rooney -is doing the plain-looking
bovs of the world a real turn when
be ghows how a kid with a funny
mug can make lots of pretty girls
fall in love with him. That’s doing
the freckled, pug-nosed, undersiung
youngsters a service. And most boys
are just about like that. Only some
are worse. Look over a crowd of

1,000 lads and how many incipient

Clark Gableg and Robert Taylors will

you ‘see -among them? Maybe two in.

a hundred. And the 98 percent need
lovin’ just as much as the slicked up,
pretty, or - glamorous boys. Yes,
Ml«ckey Rooney, it seems to me, is do-
ing the plain, home-spun duckhngs
of the world a blg turn. And they
appreciate his services in their behalf,
judging by the way they jammed into
the movie the other night to see (and
laugh) at Roonéy’s adventures of the
heart, especially when he started out
with three girls and no car and ended
up with a ear and no girl. T like the
whole Hardy family, including Lewis
Stone as the kindly, understanding,
patient judge.  The world’s waiting
for more Hardy pictures. And each
picture must show plenty of scenes
with Mickey Rooney. His mere pres-
ence makes a scene take on liveliness.
Mickey may never make a great lover,
but he’s willing to try-—and that goes
for the rest of us. He's learned the
greal secrel that even when you don’t
make good in the sport of love you
can still have lots of fun. Just tryin’
is worth while, That’s one spheare of
activity in which the little fellers can
ave as many thrills as the big ones
—if given half a chance.
L S

What was the life span of the dinosaur?

Some scientists have estimated the
dinogaur’s life at about 500 years.
(This is -an illustration -of how an
animal, as adiusted to its environ-
ment as the dinosaur, could die out.
The dinosaur had a plentiful food
supply and consumed anywhere from
500 to 1,000 pounds a day, and yet
the "svpecies» disappeared. Secientists
claim that one -of the greatest reasons
was the fact that they made no pro-
visions'to properly protect their eges.
Small mammals, especially monkeys,

stole the eggs.)
e €% e "

Please tell ‘how leather is processed into
shiny patent leather.

Patent leather continues to grow in
popularity. One now -sees the shiny
leather not only in shoes and slip-
pers but in hats, belts, coat lapels,
and many other articles. Women in
particular are fond of patent leather
hecause it’s so bright and cheerful.
The process is described by the Amer-
ican Petroleum Institute, as follows:

That perpetual gloss so discour-
aging to-shoe<shine hows .comes from
‘hours -of baking in .the sunlight.
:8Kkins .ave .sizetched over :frames,

P
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after beitig tantied with chromite,
and put in natu.e’s oven,

Uther processing I8 necessary,
however, in.luding lubrication. Tan-
ning removes naiural oils, so petro-
leum prouucts go into the leather
to oil the millions of tiny fibers
and to assure pliability. Oils, dyes

Mary Bell Decker, wife of the Presi-
dent of the University of Kansas
City. She entered in her journal the
impragsions of her first meeting, some
years ago, with Darrow, in Bloom-
ington, Kl., from which I take the
following: ’

and chemicals are used in succes-
sion, then a d.p in naptha to remove
surface grease.

special paints are applied while
the leather is sunning. A bit of rub-
bing with pumicer now and then
makes the n;ish*bxight and Arnm,

Didn’t Ingersoll recant shortly before
his death? Reiigious authorities insist
he regretted his iifetime of error as an
anti-religious lecturer and writer, Please
comment.

Ag DI've explained perhaps two doz-
en times in the past 30 years, Inger-
soll never recanted. Stories about In-
gersoll’s terrible, miserable deathbed
recantation are so much bunk, for, as
my readers know from previous ex-
planations, Ingersoll never had @
dcathbed, for the man died suddenly
of a heart attack. Fully clotll-ed at
the time, he leaned over to tie his
shoestring—and toppled over dead.
This happened on July 21, 1899.
Eight days earlier, on July 13, 1899,
the great Freethinker, in a letter to
C. J. Robbins, declared:

“First accept a thousand thanks
for your good letter. The only
trouble is that it is too flattering.
You are right in thinking that I have
not changed. I still believe that all
religions are based on falsehoods

and ‘mistakes. I still deny the ex-
istence of the gupernatural, and I

still say that real religion is use-
fulness.”

Ingersoll lived and died a Free-
thinker.

How much closer to the sun would this
earth have to travel to have its rocks
melted?

If the earth were to move about
70,000,000 miles closer to the sun it
would beecome 2,000 degrees hotter.
This would m?x}t t},xx'e rocks,

Can you give me a summary of Clarence
Darrow’s philosophy of life?

Clarence Darrow’s realistic evalua-
tions of the meaning, or lack of mean-
ing, of life will be found in his num-
erous lectures, most of which are still
in print. For a good summary, let me

He was talking about Fabre, the
French entomologist, whose life and
thought he used to voice the an-
cient sadness and fatalism so char-
acteristic of his own philosophy. He
stresged the formiessness of the
cosmos, the ruthless struggle for
existence, the helplessness of puny
man. “There is no vestige of evi-
dence that the ea:th was created
for man: it is easier to believe it
was made for the insects that use
man as a meal ticket, that live on,
in and destroy him. ... Nature:
isn’t kind or sympathetic or beau-
tiful. She is cruel, wasteful, amoral.
. . . Design? Purpose? Then how
account for pestilence, plague, vio-
lent eruptions that destroy saint
and sinner alike? The world’s his-
tory, as told in the rocks, is as
hard and as unyielding as the me-
diom recording it—a sto:y of blind
struggle, of infinite pain, in which
jungle ethics prevail. We are born

. and live and die on this speck of
dust floating through endless space,
With millions. of other inconsequen-
tial atoms, we fight to live as long
as possible. Nature sees to that. It
is she that has planted this strug- .
gle-for-existence imstinct, and it is
she that makes the struggle as bit-
ter and brutal as she can. In the .
end, she has her way. She sends us
all, Darwins and tadpoles alike,
back to the void from which she
called us. . . . But .men haope, so
Faith is born for some. The only
way out is compassion . . . to make
the way a little easier.”

He speaks in a  soft pleasant
drawl—no vitriol. Dry humor and a
Puckish whimsicality rob his most
devastating remarks of bitterness.
Utter simplicity and sincerity save
him from sentimentality.

At home he kept dinner waiting
an hour while he counseled with
some poor devil who followed him
here from the lecture to beg him
to help his brother, who is serving
a life sentence. While the roast
cooled, the grcat Darrow listencd
patiently and sympathetically to
the man, a day laborer, told him
what to do, and sent him on his way
comforted.

pass on an entry from the journal of

Darrow, the Rationalist, looked at
life with seeing eyes. He refused to
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put on the rose-tinted glasses of faith.
Hig vigorous, inquiring mind rejected
the myths and fables of supernatural-
ism. His own life—filled with acts
of kindness, help for the fri¢ndless,
defense for the undefended victims
of an unfair social order-—wag his
answer to the enigma of nature’s
brutalities. He saw no purpoge in
nature, but he discerned, through the
light of reason, how it was possible
for intelligent, ecivilized, eonstructive,
free-minded men to put purpose into
their liveg by making their brief life-
spans receptacles for peace, harmony,
prosperity, justice, mutual helpfulness,
and social cooperation. The great pro-
cesses of life in nature are blundering
and blind; man’s life also is, mainiy,
filled with stupidities and errors. But
man, through Reason, has within him
the potentialities for beauty and no-
bility—if only he would throw off the
shackles of the -supernatural, the
blinders of faith, and the tyranny of
bunk. "

Please tell me how to exterminate rats.
Assuming that you mean real rats
and mice and not Ratzig (Walter
Winchell’s excellent word for Nazis),
I recommend “Rats and Ilow to Ex-
terminate Them, Bulletin No, 30,”
which may be bought from the British
Library of Information, 270 Madison
Ave, N,Y,C, The price is 20¢c., Space
doesm’t permit me to outline the con-
tents of this useful book, but I want
to mention that it not only goes into
matters of extermination but treats
the problem of prevention of infesta-
tion and how to deodorize dead rats
which are between walls and other
places that are difﬁculfx‘ of access.
Which is_ correct, “centre” or “center”?
“Centre,” which is French, is ac-
cepted in England, but in the U.S.
“center” is preferred. The English,
in choosing “centre,” are igroring the
fact that from the 16th to the 18th
Century “center” was used general-
ly, and will be found that way in
Shakespeare, l;’liltczgl ale‘d Pope.

What was your father’s occupation?
What was his income level? Were you
always on friendly terms with him?
When did you leave home? Give details
of your education. ) g
My father was an excellent book-
binder who did fine work in the days

before books were turned out by
machines. Each volume was an in-
dividual job, slow and conscientious.
My father was a precise craftsman
who always took immense pride in
his work. When I was a little boy,
in Philadelphia, I used to carry my
father’s lunch to him at hig place of
employment and when I arrived be-
fore time, as was often the case (I
dig this chore only during the Sum-
mer months), I took immense inter-
est in the way he went about the job
of binding a book. He had a rack of
the smoothest wood I ever felt, on’
which he sewed the signatures (sec-
tions) one at a time by hand. When
the machineg came in my father had
to step aside, for he was too old to
learn to handle thousands of books
around noisy machines. His personal
enemy—the machine—turned out jobs
that aroused him to quiet, muttering
scorn. Little did he—or the little fel-
low who stood at his side—imagine
that thig hauler of bread, hot soup
and boiled chicken would some day
turn machines loose to make more
than 200,000,000 books. Another
thing about the shop that impressed
me was how quiet everything was.
The men worked al loug tables—rows
of them—without a word and hardly
a sound. But I didn’t like the smell
of the place. The cooking glue made
an awful stink, to which I could never
grow accustomed. While the <clatter
of the machines destroyed the won-
derful stillness of the old shops, that
same monster banished the stink of
glue to a corner of the shop, from
whence its odors hardly ever de-
parted to offend the nostrils of one
person who hag always been super-’

| sensitive to bad odors.

As for my father’s income level,
it was very low, but let’s not forget
that life in the '90s was much simpler
than it iy today and costs were much
lower. I don’t believe my father ever
earned more than $1,000 a year, which
seems too low when one hag a wife
and six children (I was the third)
to support. But here a wonderful
mother took charge of the funds and
performed daily miracles that even
I, in my first decade of life, won-
dered at. So far as I know, she
never was overcharged once in her
entire life. She had an unerring im-.

pulse that led her to the places where
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she could get the best bargains in
food, clothing and the rest of ﬂée
upplies that must go into even a mod-
ilslggiorie. We werge; always well fed
and we always looked decently dress-
ed. I saw my older brother go through
high-school and into an accounting
job for a great corporation. My sis-
ter also went through high-school
and a teachers’ training school, after
which she went into about 20 years
of teaching in the Philadelphia pub-
lic schools. .

I could have gone through high
gchool, but it worked out that I went
only as far as the eighth year, at
which time I switched to & mnight
school so I could go imto the world
and make a little money. By this
time—with three earners in the fam-
ily—financial conditions . eased con-
siderably, though we all were still
too poor. .

My father and I were always on
the Slc)est kind of terms. I liked to
talk with him, for I always was
amuseq by his dry, wry, sarcastic
wit. He had the knack of disposing
of great issues with a devastating
sentence or phrase, When he d{sﬂlked
a person he had the actor’y trick of
merely repeating what ?he offensive
individual said, with just enough
artistry in the voice to make the ob-
jectionable one ridieuloug inv the eyes
of all right-minded people.

My mother, on the other hand, was
the realist of the family. She dealt
in the practical things of life. She,
like her hushand, was a great reader,
especially of books, which she ap-
proached in the spirit of pure skepti-
cism. She was the kind of person
who doubted everything and every-
one, She believed nothing she heard
and only half that she saw. I look on
her as the first debunker who ever
came into my life. She could spot 2
shoddy idea as fast as she could
catch a grocer trying to put over on
her a tomato that was spotted. My
father could always dismiss some-
thing offensive by merely waving 2a
hand and coining a never-to-be-pub-
lished epigram. My mother, on the
other hand, was given to bursting
into a torrent of words—streams of
hundredg of words—that would tear
a fake or a piece of bunk to shreds.
She hated persecution, prejudice and
oppression.

I could always get a job~—low-pay-
ing ones, of course—so I drifted
around wasting my time at tasks
that were boresome and fatiguing.
But all along I read the best books
in the world, some of which I bought
but most of which I took from the
public library, which at that time
was located somewhere on Chestnut
Street. I always enjoyed walking
two or three miles to get my new
pair of books. One book would lead
to another, and as the years passed
I became what even cducated people
described as well-read. Later I got
a job holding copy in the proofroom
of a Philadelphia newspaper, Mean-
while I was writing on my own—
endless streams of pieces that were
aimed at the editorg of radical and
lahor papers. Most of them got into
print. After a year or two of this
sort of writing 1t was easy to land
a job on one of these organs of pro-
gressive opinion. The rest.is history.

: qe e R
You speak of yourself as a business-
man. Is your fight on the cancer-quacks
“business”? If not, what other ideas
have you espoused for non-business
reasons?

I'm a businessman in the scnse
that I must operate this plant accord-
ing t0 the rules of business, that is
to say, bills must be paid when due,
wages must be met, postage, express,
freight, repairs, and go on down the
line for a thousand and one items.
Making all the pieces jibe constitutes
business. The business personality
ends there and a new one steps in—
the editor and writer. A man who
writes on his own and edits the works
of others has a serioug responsibility
to his public. When I approached the
scandal of cancer quackery I didn’t
stop to ask myself whether or not
it was “good business” to attack such
an unspeakable practices. When I
heard Norman Baker sending his
broadeasty from Mexico (after he
had been kickeq off the air in the U.S.
because of his dispraceful quaeckery)
I spotted him as one of the most
brazen quacks in the history of the’
healing arts. When I read his cata-
logue, I knew exaclly what his quack-
ery consisteqd of. When I got a bulle-
tin on Quack Baker from the Ameri-
can Medical Association, I had at my
disposal an evaluation that was based

‘| on logie, science and truth, With the
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material before re, and Wwith a ques-
tion from one of my readers asking
me for the facts about Normau
Baker, nothing remained for me to do
but to make use of the data. Had [
pat that colléction of data aside I
would have established myself, in my
own mind, as a quack editor. The
publie interest demanded that I tell
my readers the awful truths about
this notorieus character who makes
kis fortuneg by exploiting the dying.
I did the only thing my nature per-
mitted=—1 let loose with both fists.
It’s true that two large libel suits
followed—and they’re pending, at this
writing—but evéen if I had known in
advance that such suits would re-
sult ffom my exposure, I woulg have

gone ahéad just tha same, for T knew’

I was right in what I wrole about
Quack Baker, and I would rather go
down in ruin than stultify my press.
This businessman *orgets the rules of
the counting department when he
comes up against a great moral issue
—that’s to say, if he stands fort_h as
a real editor instead of a quack jour-
nelist. I'm proud of the fact that the
notorious Norman Baker is one of my
enemies. He hag caused me trouble
and expense, but such difficulties must
be met in a manly spirit when an
editor is given the opportunity to
serve his readers in a useful, con-
structive, humanitarian way. 'I:he
right of a free press was bought with
bleod and suffering, and no editor who
is a real man will permit a cancer
quack to terrorize him into silence
and thus give him a free field in put-
ting over his fake cancer cure. |
used vigorous language in branding
this charlatan, but the circumstances
demanded simple, straight, blunt
speech. I didn’t intend to pull my
punches, nor do I intend to quit now.
So long as Quack Baker continues to
promote his fake cancer cure so long
will my press be used to warn suffer-
ing humanity against his disgraceful
business of palming off a lot of quack-
ety in the name of sound science.
Norman Baker’s cancer buginegs is a
disgrace to thiy eountry, but I would
consider myself miles beneath him
had I permitted myself to suppress
the §imple truth about hig vile way
of raking in tremendous amounts 'of
money from dying vietims of a dis-
-ease - which science is still to conquer.

As for the “other ideas” that I
“have espoused for non-business rea-
sons,” I can answer Lhis by pointing
to the printed record. I don’t believe
I have ever compromised with my
convictions in my entire editorial ca-
reer. I have never hesitated to take
the unpopular side in politics, eco-
nomics, religion, and education in the
broadest sense of the term. Even
gince I've had full authority to pass
on what is to go through my presses
I have been guided by only one idea
—+to issue literature that reflects the
truth. I don’t mean to infer that I
have a monopoly on the truth, I have
found many of my ideas, when put to
the test, to be g0 much nonsense, but
at the time I expressed them I real-
ly believed them. And when subse-
quent inquiries enabled me to check
myself and find myself wrong, I didn’t
hesitate about making an about-face.
I try to express my views modestly,
but I notice that a note of arrogance
manages to emerge because of my
positiveness of expression. Let me
assure my critics that I am uncom-
promising only when I believe I can
voice the truth, but when I see that
what I thought was the truth isn’t
that at all, I'm more than anxious to
pull in my horns. I have made count-
less enemies because of my ideals of
a free press, but I prefer such peo-
ple to remain as my opponents. I'd
rather have a smaller audience that
wants the truth than toady to a large
following that wants the same old
bunk. But, as a matter of simple,
good sense, I'll always try to go about
my job in such a way that my pro-
jeet will be solvent in a business
sense. There’s the businessman speak-
ing. If that side of my make-up
didn’t function there wouldn’t be an
establishment going full tilt and turn-
ing out substantial quantities of
printed matter devoted to the truth
as one man sees - it,

P
How dees it feel when one starves to
death?

C. C. and 8. M. Furnas, in “Man,
Bread and Destiny,” describe the
process, as follows:

After you have missed your first
meal you will have hunger pains.
You' will drink considerable water
but you can’t fool a stomach with
mere water for very long. The pains
will persist and will later be aug-
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mented by nausea. The first few
days are the worst, however, and if
yon drink sufficient water (no one
can live more than three or four
days without water) the body settles
“down to its new routine within a
week and there will be no particu-
lar discomfort except for the preb-
able appearance of deficiency dis-
eases and the insistent voice of hun-
ger. In the last stages of starvation
even this ceases.
+*

Doesn’t it ever dawn on you that you
are making a mistake in putting out so
many little works? People who hate
superficiality go in for thoroughness.

Listen to Schopenhauer: “To gath-
er much thought into few words
stamps the man of genius.” And pon-
der the words of Balthasar Gracian:
“Some reckon books by the thickness,

as if they were written to try the]

brawn instead of the brain.”

o e E
How many calories has the-average per-
son stored in his body? How long will
they serve to keep one alive, if one
stays relaxed and at rest?

The average healthy man has about
75,000 calories stored in his body., If
he wont on a fast, to find out how
long they could ke‘e-p him alive, he
should last about 75 davs, if he kep*
absolutely quiet and didn’t pass out
while trying t;‘le e;fperiment.

a

Is there any truth to the report that
some university professors once ex-
perimented on rats as food?

In the middle of the last century
a group of Cambridge University
professors worked on that problem
and summed up their findings as fol-
lows:

Rats are not a dainty dish to set be-
fore a king,

Bul for a really hungry man they’'re
just the very thing .

Wrap each rat in bacon fat, roast slow
before the fire,

Take him down and serve him brown,
you’ve all you can desire.

T'll take mine with a little horse—
radish,

Do you know where I can find the re-
port of a farmer who conducted a series
of experiments on horses in order to
train them to get along without food?

The expsriment ~4s described in
“Man, Bread and Destiny,” by C. C.
and 8. M. Furnas. It was a great
idea and the experiment was carried
successfully to the point where the

horse required -no.food :at -all, when
the whole idea blew up because the
horse died.

For several months I have been on a
raw fruit diet, but my constipation and
nervous indigestion haven’t been helped.
Now a friend tells me I :should switch
over to a nut and fig diet. What would
you suggest?

Pay no attention to these nutty fad-

dists (no pun 1ntemded) and go aboub

the business of living in-a sane, sen-
sible way. Eat everything that pleases
you, avoiding excess. .I haven’t any
use for these faddists who offer cure-
alls. To listen to such fanatics one
would have to—

Drink two gallons of het water
daily; drink only goats’ milk; elim-
inate all salt from aoné’s food;
avoid ‘using utensils made of alum-
inum; let an osteopath jiggle your
belly-button; pay a chiropractor
to magsage your fundament; avoid
coffee. and tea; .go to bed -hungry;
go. to ‘bed with a full belly .and
sleep like a pup; buy a sun lamp;
avoid sun burns; eat nothing but
whole wheat bread; suck nething
but lemons for 14 days; go on an
18-day diet; go on a banana diet;
mix two ounces of Russian mineral
oil in your salad three times a day;
try auto-suggestlon, try » Christian
Science; try naturopathy; let Doc
Brinkley massage your prostate; let
the Unity School of Christianity
pray for you; never smoke; never
drink beer -or hard liquor; bathe in
stale beer; learn Hindu breathing'
exercises; drink nothing but sour
milk; don’t let your heart get over-
stimulated by kissing, petting and
worsc; think only about wholesome
things; drink a gallon of slippery
elm; avoid any woman, however
beautiful, who has designs on your
virtue; have your spine adjusted.
Fads everywhere, and mew ones

pop in as old ones die. A fad, let me
add, is nothingx‘ m(ge than bunk.

You write glowingly of McGCabe’s -ahil-
ity as -a ‘popularizer of science. :Ii's
just here that I.cross lances with ven,
for I don’t believe science needs popu-
larizers. We should go to the original
sources if we want the full, undistort-
ed truth,

“Go to the original sources,” writes
my reader in ‘his attack on popular-
izers, That’s very good -advice, if you
have the proper training to digest
the original ssources. .As .an editor ;I
soon lsarned, before J had «wdited my

’
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first 100 books, that only one person
in a thousand can go to original
sources. Let's take just one example
—relativity. I claim that it’s possible
to write on this subject in the lan-
guage of the man in the street—with-
out destroying the subject’s great and
beautiful values—while the scientists
themselves frequently succeed only in
confusing readers who are without
proper technical training. As  sup-
port for my case I quote & single
senlence from Prof. Albert Einstein,
and defy the average layman to de-
cipher it without the help of a popu-
larizer:

“The empirical quantum of the
gravitational equation bridges the
corpuscles of the material exchan-
tology by subliminal energy evolved
counter-clockwise out of analogous
infinities.”

.
I frequently read quotations of Edison’s
views on religion which would indicate
he was an Agnostic. Have you, or do
you know of, any book that contains his
views?

You will find considerable material
on Thomag A. Edison’s Agnosticism
in my collection of 138 volumes of
Questions and*Axnswefr;sx:

o+
Please tell me what you think about
“the fall of man”?

That old religious notion is held
today only by the Fundamentalists,
and, needless to say, Fundamentalists
are among the less educated portion
of the population. The triumph of
evolutionary gcience knocked the myth
of man’s fall into oblivion among in-
telligent people by proving beyond
debate that man, in his evolutionary
. process, roge from primitive, savage
beginnings to what he is today. In-
stead of falling from perfection, man
has been rising towards perfection,
though I grant you the parade has
been too, too slow and that there are
countless millions of people in the
world today who are so crude intel-
lectually that they are eapable of ac-
cepting as truth the myths and fa-
bles of supernaturalists. ,

LR

. Why did the church turn on Copernicus|

go viciously?

It was a case of self-preservation.
If Copernicus’ cosmology ecould be
made to stand it would rmean, among
other dire things, the end of the Bi-
ble story of how Joshua made the sun

nse of “adherents

stand still. The supernaturalists
fought hard for many generations,
but in time they had to admit—at
least by their silence—that the sun
doesn’t move around the earth., Se-.
perstitions die hard, but even such
mental _diseaszeus have to pass away
whesn .iclﬁ?ce is able 1;;) grow and as-
sert itself amo the e - Who
aren’t afraid ;ont%‘hink. people - wh
%

Is it all right to use toothache drops?

I advise against their use, especial
ly those sold in drugstores, They are
expensive and dangerous. Also, they
lead their users to neglect going to
a good dentist for proper treatment.
Toothache waxes and drops can’t do
more than give temporary relief,
which can be had by using a few

.drops of oil of cloves, first dipping a

bit of cotton into the Mquid in order
to get the oil into the cavity. The
comm.‘ercial waxeg and oils usually
contain carbolic acid (phenol) and I
don’t have to tell my readers that
such an application may cause gerious
consequences. Some deaths have been
tnace«‘i to the use of toothache drops,
especially among childven. Consum-
ers Union reports that the American
Denta.l Association . has rechbed
‘I".olar1§ Dental Poultice because it is
irrational, unscientifie, needlessly
eomrlﬂex, ineffective and highly ex-
Bensgve.” The report says it consists
mainly of ground hops.”
L B R

Would you advi
e falsz teeth?lse me to usg fasteners

No. Denture fasteners, which are
wxde}y advertised and are expensive,
consist of a powder, which s some-
times flavored. They are elaimed to
he able to hold sets of falge teeth in
h.lace._ The American Dental Associa-
tion, in one of its bulletins, says such
vowders “should be used only tem-
norarily, if at all, because the patient
who uses them iy less likely to build
np a system of habits necessarv for
the sucecessfnl wearing of an artifisial
denture. In addition, the continuous
may eneourage
fhe user fo prolone the Wera%-
ing of a denture which no lone-
er fits correctlv. This mav result in
seripus irritation.” Tt’s interesting.to
note' that this fmnortant warnine. is-
sued by a reenwnized scientific bodv,
wag not carried ‘in the newspapers.
even though it was news, beecauge of
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the substantial sums of money paid
for advertising space by the sellers
of denture fasteners. It’s amazing
. how the consumers are misled by our
unfree press. Consumers must learn
to be skeptical regarding many ad-
vertised articles.
* *

Do you recommend Glover’s Mange Cure
for the scalp?

Glover’s Mange contains creosote,
which can’t cure scalp conditions
"~ like dandruff, ete. I advise against
the stuff. The company that makes
this preparation has been cited before
the Federal Trade Commission for
making false claims in its advertis-
ing.

L
‘Will Listerine cure dandruff? What
would you suggest?

No, Listerine can’t do what the ad-
vertlsmg claims, If you are troubled
with dandruff, shampoo the hair thor-
oughly at least once each. week, If
the case is very bad, see a doctor.

LR

Did Thomas Jefferson ever make an at-
tack on priests?

In his “Writings,” volume 14, page
119, Thomas Jefferson said: “In
every country and in every age, the
priest has been hostile to liberty. He
is always in alliance with the despot,
abetting his abuses in return for pro-
tection to his own.”

L R S

How many American people are there
* for each doctor? How many people in
this country are sick every day?
There are 815 people for each doc-
tor. Out of 100 people, five are sick
every day, which means a doctor
ought to have 41 patients all the
time. .
LR
Can you explain why spiritualists and
other workers in so-called psychical
phenomena always insist that they do
their stuff in the dark?

They demand darkness, or at least

a dim, red light, because they are
frauds and can do thelr stuff only
under conditions wherein it's difficult
to catch them red-handed, If these
fakes and qunacks could really make
objects dance around or float through
the air they would be as ready to do
them under a strong light or in sun-
light as m darkened chambers. Bul
trickery is more easily detected in
brightly lighted rooms, so they get
off some mystical hokum about the

spirits being sensitive and shy, that
the spirits need repose, and all that
rot. The faet is, they need the dark
because tricksters can operate better
under conditions that make detection
difficult, or at times even impossible. .
The clever ones will often pretend to
submit to certain controls, but under
the cover of darkncss they can over-
come those controls. Dim lights help
charlatans kid dimwits,

L I I

There’s mnothing wrong with my eyes,
but I wonder if it wouldn’t be sensible
hygiene for me to treat them regularly
with some eyewash,

If your eyes are healthy there’s no
sense in doing that. Let them alone.
However, if you feel you simply have
to do the unnecessary, don’t buy' any
of those expensive drugstore eye-
washes, but use, instead, a little borie
acid, which is always ‘safe and as
good as the best eyewash on the mar-
ket. Put one teaspoonful of boric
acid in a glass of hot water, which
should be permitted to cool before ap-
plying. An eye cup may be used, or,
lacking one, the corner of a clean
towel.

L
How much food does it take to keep
one pound of a man’s bedy functioning
during an ordinary lifetime?
About 700 pounds.
C I

How many calories will the human body
consume when it’s absolutely relaxed
and comfortably situated in a restful
position?

About 100 calorles per hour.

As we are both printers, maybhe you
can give me a word of advice on how
to handle customers who want all kinds
of bids on a tiny job. Sometimes it
takes more work and time to figure out
the different ways of doing one little
job than it does to get the work out..
Ernest A. Cattaneo, editor of The
Mulberry News, at Mulberry, Xans.,
tells how he handled a - doctor who
asked for bids on some letterheads of
different sizes, different grades, and
different colors, with the additional
request that the bid cover holding
the forms for future use. Here’s what
My. Cattaneo told him in a letter:
“Am in the market for bids on
one operation for appendicitis. One,
two or five-inch incision—with or
without ether—also with or without
nurse. If appendix is found to be
sound, want quotations to include
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putting back same and canceling or-
der. If remeoved, successful bidder
is:expected to hold incision open for
60:- days as: I expect to. be in the
market for an operation for gall-
stones at that time and want teo
save the extra cost of cutting.”
L I
Can you give me some sentences which
contain every letter in the alphabet?
Here are a couple:
A quick brown fox jumps over the
Iazy dog.
Pack my box with five dozen liquor
jugs.
e
How much money is mvested in the oil

industry?
$12, 000 000,;(2*00.

I would like: to go hitch-hiking (or
should. I say prospecting?) for gold™in
the U.S. Where should I hit out for pay
dirt?

You can, of course, hit for Alaska.
If that’s too far, head for California,
our biggest producer of gold. If that
isn’t convenient, swing your pick in
any of the following gold-producing
States:

Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Mon-
tana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon,
South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Wash-
ington, Wyoming, or North Carolma.

L

How fast does a camel walk?

About 2% miles per hour,
R R

Do you care for proverbs?

Yes.
verbs are short sentences from long
experlence

Why is marriage like a cafeteria?

Because you grab the first thing
that looks good to you and pay for
it later. >

How is Thoreau’s nmame pronounced?

Thoreau himself said the correct
pronunciation of his name is “thor-
ough.”

L S
Do you hold to the idea that sudden
wealth ruins people?

If one’s to be ruined, I can't picture

a pleasanter way-
L
How many condoms (rubber sheaths)
are manufactured in the U.S. yearly?
817,000,000,

L R 3
Viscount Halifax, B-itish foreign secre-
tary, warns the people of Europe that
“the nightmare of fear” must be dis-
pelléd by avoiding another World War.

With Cervantes, I say, “Pro-|

“That way lies he

Please comment,
It’s a good gentiment, but the only

madness,” says.

'comment I can think of at the mo-

ment is that it isn’t quite right to
misquote the Bard of Avon. ‘In his -
“King Lear,” Shakespeare put it this
way: “that way madness lies.” Bring
peace, blessed peace, but not at. the
price of Shakespearean inaccuracy.
de o o
At what time of the day are birds most
active?
Shortly after dawn.
b
How much money did the U.S. Bureau
of Internal Revenue collect during last
year?

For the fiscal year ending June 30,
1938, the Revenue Bureau collected
$5,658,385, 125,*the*lar§est to date.

What are sins of omission?
They’re sing we havn’t got around
to yet.

What size should a tailor make a man’s
pockets?

Personally I fa:;or the quart size.

What's your opinivs of 4 woman with-
out a bhosom?

She’s like a bed without a pillow.
LR S

Is it true that frequent water drinking
prevents one from becoming stiff in the
joints?
The trouble is the joints don’t serve
water.
3

How much time does the average man
spend shaving during his lifetime?

Roughly, about 2,000 hours. That’s
about 83 days—a lot of time to spend
mowing suvplus stmbblg.

Is a citizen of Blrmmgham a Birming-
hamian?

No, he’s a Birmian, - But I can’t
decide whether a citizen of Alabama
is an Alabaman or an Alabamian.
The authorities are at loggerheads.

&
Does the federal government carry
theft and fire insurance on its property?

No,
e e %

Some years ago you printed in The
Freeman an item about the South’s re-
fusal te pay some war debts and you
said the Soviet Union’s position today
was similar, Could you repeat that
comment ?

No, I ean’t repeat Freeman pleces
because they've all been incorporated
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into my 14 volumes of questions and
answers. Readers who want to refer
to my earlier writings in The Free-
man should look into these volumes,
whieh are carefully indexed.
T
Which part of the skull is the weak-
est? .
At the base.
L S S
What percentage of the people of the
U.S. have no servants or paid help of
any kind?
About 95 percent.
L

What is the diameter of the moon?
2,160 miles.*

Who is sworn in first, the President or
Vice-President?
" The Vice-Presideut.,
L O

Is there any way to play the horses
and win?
The way to beat the races is to bet
on winners.
LK S

Elitor, The American Freeman:

I am wholeheartedly in favor of you*
a‘ms and objects, and also for The
American Freeman. No one appreciates
the need of a free and untrammele?
press more than I do. I am 62 years old
and from the time when I was 18 years
of are I have been more or less in-
volved in the struggle for the better-
ment of the working class.

I fully understand that the one great
need in this war of justice against in-
justice, greed, ignorance, superstition,
and oppression is money and that to
raise this much-needed money we must
all make certain sacrifices. I enclose a
doHar feor the deficit. The denlorable
part of the whole thing is that the
class on the side of righteousness is
composed almost entirely of those who
have little money ta spare after the
necessities of life are provided for.
While on the other side are those who
have the power and the mears of mass-
ing large sums of monsey to carry out
their tyrannical plans. They control
everything, the source of money, educa-
tion and information.
Norfolk, Va. A, B. BLOOD
LR

“An article in the Philadelphia Re-
cord, July 24, 1938, reports that cour-
ageous clergymen In Kansas are fight-
ing the anti-Semiteé and Fascis:, Gerald
B. Win-od, D.D., Here’s hoping they
are—but it’s remarkahle that the press
can never give credit for courageous
fighting against reaction and oppression
to a Freethinker like E. Haldeman-Julius,
who was the first journalist in the coun-

try to expose the Nazi ideology of the
Rev. Winrad. The clergy must have the
glory!”—W.M., Del.

“A signiﬁcant item in Leonard Lyon’s
column, “Broadway Gazette,” July 4,
1938: ‘The N.Y. Library now refuses to-
show its books on birth control, and
refers all questioners to the Academy of
Medicine.? Wouldn’t if bhe interesting
to know who was behind this banning
of books on birth control? And if every
pressure group may keep from the pub-
lic any books it happens to .dislike,
where will it end?”—Reader.

How much profit is there in CocaCola?

It’s almost all profit. In 1987,
gross sales amounted to $60,000,000.
After taxes, expenses, salaries to the
executives, and an adyertising bill
that went into the millions, Coea-
Cola was still able to report net
profits of $25,000,000.

: L

Please comment on this press report
which tells how Sam Romano, Los
Angeles, paid a fortune teller to locate
a barrel of gold under his house. He
couldn’t find the treasure despite the
fact that he put out $400 for a pot of
cannibal’s blood, $150 for .2 magic
prayer, 31500 for a sharc in the temple
of gold in India, and $390 for miscel-
laneous items of expense.

Romano put out $2350 for nothing.
Neither he nor the police can find
the slick fortune teller. One ‘of
Romano’s mistakes was in paying in
advance.

o H
Does hair grow after death?

The belief that hair continues to
grow after death is a superstition.
The basis for this widely accepted
piece of bunk is the fact that the skin
shrinks after death, thus giving the
appearance of hair growth,

L

She knew she had, she thought she wasg,
the doctor said she wasn’t. What was
she?
Damned lucky.
L

Can yuu give me an official definition
of Communism?

Earl Browder,” secretary of the
Communist Party of the U.S., offers
the following definition:

“Communism is the political
movement of the working class, in
alliance with other exploited classes
and groups, directed toward super-
seding the present capitalist syss
tem, based upon private ownership

| .
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of the means of preduction, by ‘a
Socialist system based upon the com-
mon ownership of the means of pro-
duction, exercised through a gov-
ernment directly responsible to the
toiling masses.”

de o op

Editor, The American Freeman:

In The Freeman for August, 1938, you
called attention to The Bergen Evening
Record, (Hackensack, N.J.), published
by one John Borg. It was reported that
The Bergen Evening Record “has a
headline stating that. ... Holy Name
Societies will send a representative to
confer = with the paper’s publisher,
threatening a Catholic' boycott”—be-
cause of the paper’s liberal vox peop
columns, .

Well, Catholic pressure must have
been succeasful,

Here is an editorial from The Phila-
delphia Record, July 12, 1938: .

“One of the few New Jersey publish-

ers who have ailtempted to defend
Mayor Hague’s dictatorship in Jersey
City is John Borg, of the Bergen Eve-
ning Record. in Hackensack.
" “For months Borg has gone. right
down the line for Hague, justifying the
worst . of his suppressions of civil lib-
erties, echoing loudly his fake cries of
‘Communism.” Editorlals and headlines
both have been devoted unswervmg]y
to the Hague defense.

“The pay-off came last week.

“John Borg was appointed by A, Har-
ry Moore, Hague’s puppet governor, to
a six-year term on the Port of New York
authority. Thus the boss of Jersey City
pays another pof his bills—at public
experse

“And that’s how Hague’s power is
mainfained—through countless , such
jobs, all filled by Hague—and always
with the taxpayers footing the bill
This also explains why New Jersey’s
government becomes more expensive
every year, and why Jersey City is one
of the most overtaxed communities in
the nation.”
Wilmington, szi. ’\t‘?V MATTHEWS
As the human body is an electrical-
chemical mechanism, is it possible to

use it in such a way as to receive radio
broadcasts?

S. Smith Stevens, of the psycholog-
ical laboratory of Harvard Univer-
sity, reports he can receive radio pro-
gams “by filling .one ear w1th salt
water, inserting a piece of wire into
the water and strapping a second
piece of wire to another part of the
body.” He added that he could re-
ceive musical programs but was un-
able to hear announcements. The ex-

planation was offered that “energy
carried into the ear by the wires
caused hairs in the inner ear to vi-
brate.”

ofe
Where can the correspondence between -
Karl Marx and \Abraham Lincoln wupon
Socialism be found?

There’s no such correspondence.
Marx and Lincoln exchanged letters
during the Civil War, the great So-
cialist theoretician sendmg the Presi-
dent a communication in which he ex-
m‘essed the. International Working-
men’s Association’s support of the
Unlon cause. The text will be found
in Marx's collected works and letters.
Editor, The American Freeman:

Concerning Mr. Benjamin P, Horton’s
letter in the October, 1938, Freeman in
which he questions the Marxist analysis
of depressions, and your answer thereto,

.something further might be said:

His remark that, “At the bottom of
every depression, however severe, there
are always many millions . . . who are
still able to buy some articles which
they - desire, but which they refrain
from purchasing because of their fear
of the future,” inspires the question:
What if this fear had never existed
and all of these had continued to spend
their entire incomes as fast as earned?
Would not the same end have been
reached, only perhaps a little later?

If, as we must assume in a capitalist
sconomy, their total income had been
less than their total productive output,
then the time when they would have
nroduced more than they could pur-
chase back, would just as inevitably
have been reached ag if they had laid
aside “something for a rainy day.”

Of course, it is perfectly true—and I
snspect that this is what Mr. Horton
more or less eclearly perceives—that
among his “millions . . . who are still
able to buy” are many whose incomes
exreed their productive capacity. How-
ever, except for the relatively few who
now own practically the whole produc-
tive and distributive machine and who
cannot by the wildest extravagances ex-
pend even a small part of their incomes
for consumption goods, the excessive,
and to a large extent saved, incomes of
these othergs are in the usual vicissi-
tudes of capitalist socicty cxpended any-
way. A moderately rich family has
children; the division of the estate is
likely to reduce the individual holdings,
and besides that there are generally a
few who during their lives completely
dissipate their shares, either foohshly
or through misfortune.

The income of the productively use-
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ful members of society, who are the
preponderant majarity and, therefore.
the only real “market” is, therefore,
completely spent in the long runm, and
yet we have depressions. The reasonm,
of course, as you pointed out, is the
absolute soundness of the theory of sur-
plus value.

In my study, too, of this subject I
have not yot como upon anything af
Marxian origin which has led me to
think that, “as required by the Marx-
ist theory” there had to he a “develop-
ment of mnew purchasing power” by
“the making of something out of noth«
ing.” And, as for this last expression,
instead of saying that something has
been made out of nothing through the
government thus creating purchasing
power, we should, if we take a sensible
attitude, rather congratulate ourselves

—if our consciences do mnot bother us'

too much—for having acquired these
many public improvements and services,
things which we should have had long
ago, su cheaply. For the outlay per in-
dividual worker has been ridiculously
small even if the sum- total is huge.

Also, the lumping together as factors
favorable to recovery of such things as
“purchasing - the articles mentioned”
[consumption goods] and “investment
in stocks, bonds and business enters
prises of hitherto hoarded funds,” be-
trays a hazy understanding of the whole
subject. Investments always mean an
augmentation or improvement of the
capital structure; more mlines, iills;
railroads, etc., or the perfection of these
for greater and more economical produc-
tion. Inasmuch as this structure is al-
ready top-heavy so far as its distribu-
tive ability—purchasing power of its
workers—is concerned, any tendency in
this direction, no matter how early in
an era of revival it is begun, far from
being an aid to recovery, actually has
in it the means of accelerating the pace
toward the next breakdown,
Maplewood, Mo, C.

L #e
Are there any standard remedies on the
market for Gonorrhea: or gleet?

By “standard remedies on the mar-
ket” I take it you mean some sort of
a bottled preparation (or a box of
pills) which you ean buy at any drug-
store in order to cure gonorrhea. I'm
sorry, but there’s no such article to
be had. Many persons are using
‘standard remedies” (another way of
saying “patent medicines”) but they
are only doing themselves harm. Any
person who ig suffering from a vener-
eal disease should realize, once for
all, that his ailment is a complicated
one—many different kinds of treat-

A. LANG

ments may be necessary—and the
work ghould be handled anly hy a
good physician, Self-medication is an-
other quick way of getting rubbed
out, especially among venereal .vie-
tims.- (Thig question was accompanied
by a dollar for a pergonal answer,

which was sent, but the material is -

printed heare for the nsual reason.)

I would like to see vou join the educa-
tional campaign against the dangers of
cooking in aluminum pots and pans. Do
you happen to know that aluminum
cooking is one of the commonest causes
of cancer? '

This is the third time I've written
on the subject of aluminum dishes.
A’ small, but voeal, minority of
freaks and faddists. keep the anti-
aluminum provacranda going, I repeat
—thig time, T hope, for the last time
—that there is absolutelv no danger
to health from the use of aluminum
ware. Also. there isn’t a shred of evi-
dence to supvort the suverstition that
aluminum causes cancer.

L I

“If vour correspondent. Handley, way
ont in the Gilbert Islands. who might
well Hie down under a banana tree and
toll the world to .o to Hell, feels so
keenly the need of an unrelenting fight
arainst Fascism, then how much more
ahonld the rest of ws. who are more
Tikely to suffer immediatelv bv its ad-
vances, feel this need?”—Reader.

e
Which bonk most scientifically refutes
the doctrines of vicarious atonement,
hnman re-incarnatinn. nronhesy, and the
infallibility of the Pope?

A general studv of Trecthourht
Yiteratnre is recommended have. T re-
fer. of conrse. to the subetantial
warks of Joseph . Me(lahe, Thomas
Pajne Voltaire. Robhert G. Ineersoll,
Charles Rradlanch, and nnmerous
other TWreethinkers. Agnostics, Ra-
tionalists, and Atheists.

% %

. *
Why ig it that. of all neonle on this
earth, truck-drivers are the most eager,
audactous and shameless in the manly
art of opling the women?
“ Usually thv’re good specimens of
masculinity—strong, amorous, and al-
wavs readv for the ereat pantomime.
T’ve noticed, incidentally. that truck-
drivers are the most deceived hus-

hands in the world—the women they

leave behind being among the most

active hooze-hounds and ardent seek-
ers for affairs of the heart. This dual
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condition opens an interesting field
for devout study. Being on the go
most of the time, the truck-driver has
to make his catch right now, while
the game’s in sight, for if the issue

isn’t clinched almost immediately the

scene changes, with the feminine
prospset out of sight, perhaps for all
time. They’re like many horny hus-
bands who are on their own for a
few hours and who suddenly feel
birlogical urges—they have to get re.
snlts bv the clock. and a split sceond
c~unts in that game. They work fast
because they have to.
L

Editor, The American Freeman:

Headlines, Sunday, July 3, 1938. “Italy [®
opens Drive on Jewish aunthors. Purse
planned. . . . Booksellers instructed not
to d-splav or advertise books written by
Ita'ian Jews.”

July 6, The Philadelphia Record:
“L’Osgervatore Romano today amserted
that anti-Jewish pronaganda has pro-
duoced results ‘unworthy of 20 centuries
of Christian civilization.’ . . . Toward
the Israelites we are not only ex-
tremely anti-Christian and anti-civil,
but inhuman.

“For them the misery of exile and out-
lawing is not enough; it goes on to the
p'llory, beatings, wounding and death.”
[Strikes me this is worded rather am-
biguonsly; might mean more than ap-

peavs at first blush.]

The Philadelphia Record, July 8.
orotes Archbishop John T. McNicholas,
of Cincinnati: “ Germany and Russia
should be condemned by sane men
esverywhere for their well-worked-out
but brutal plan of persecuting the
Jows” (Whv single out Germany and
Ru=sta?) “The rulers of Germany seem
almost as degraded as the powers of
Runaeia  in  their practical Atheism.”
[Persecution of Jews being, I rise
aca'n to pe'nt out, evidently quite
reqn-~r if carried on by true believers.]
“It is the rejection of a personal God
and the unchangeable moral code found-
ed on the eternal law of God which
makes these governments trample un-
der foot the native and inalienable
richts of individuals and families.”
[How convenient to forget the Age of
Faith when men did indeed believe in
a personal God—and massacred Jews
and hereties by the millions.] “This re-
jection of a personal God makes them
reject the common brotherhood of man.
It makes them destroyers of freedom
and a grave menace to humanity.”
[How’s that for nerve-—considering it
was the Freethinkers who were the first
humanitarians?] “Our radical and com-

munistic propagandists . .. are ‘mis-
leading the public regarding Fascism.
Italy, Portugal, Germany and National-
ist Spain are classified alike as evil
Fascist States. And a public that does
not analyze statements or trace their
source (!) is.told that Fascism is the
greatest evil facing America today.”

And if it isn’t, what is?

Headline in The Phl‘ﬂdp]phla Record,
July 18, 1938: “Vatican Fights Anti-
Semltnm. Then follow the half-heart-
ed protests I have quoted from L’Os-
servatore Romano, page 2. I am rea
minded of a remark made by Lowell
Thomas in one of his broadcasts. Re-
ferring to the Vatican’s “protest”
against persecution of Jews, he men-
fioned that many Jews have embraced
the Catholic faith. Doesn’t that seem
to you to account for any protests on
the part of the Catholic clergy—what
fow and belated ones there have been?
Naturally the Church speaks in defense
of its own, but if it is sincere in its
professions of brotherly love, why doecs
it not obiect to the persecution of ALL
human beines—not merely those who
havpen to have turned Catholic? [Not
that Lowell Thomas implied any of this
~—bless you, no! He would not he so
reckless as to criticire The Church.]
Which reminds me—Mr. Thomas on
March 9, 1938, jocularly referred to the
“New England witch burners,” not at
all disturbed by the fact that the New
Englanders did not burn humans. They
hanged scme, to be sure, but why not
be accurate? T1l wager that if he had
made a misstatement about Church his-
tory, he would hasten to correct it the
very next night! The Southern colonies,
said Thomas, didn’t burn witches.
Mavbe not~~but they don’t hesitate,
even in this enlightened day, to burn
human beings who happen to be black.

Wilmington, Di. W. MATTHEWS
L3

What is the physiological difference be-
tween an old man and a young man? In
other words, why do men grow ¢ld?
Dr. Heury S. Simms and Dr. Abra-
ham Stolman, of Columbia university
medical school, have an article in
Secience, which tells of their attempts
to solve the age-old riddle of why
men grow old. Thev studied the
hodies of youneg and old men who had
ingt been killed in Zaccidents and
whose bodies were .Jknown to have
heen in normal condition. According
fo  their conclusions. more water,
~hloride, sodinm and caleium are
found in the bodies of the old than
in the voime. On the other. hand,
the young have greater quantities of
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potassium, magnesium, phosphorus,
n.orugen and ash than the old. The
old- men used in this study were 75
years of age, on the average, while
the young men ranged from 80 to 40
years., These two pathologists / re-
port that “similar changes, not quite
so marked, however, were found in
the tissues of men in the 30-40 year
age-group who had died of disease,
indicating a connection between the
changes and approaching death.”
e R e

Every day I stop several times before
the same red stop-.light near my office,
and DP’ve noticed again and again that
it dresn’t shine with the same bright-
ness. Can you explain this?

Even when the volume of current
is exactly the same the red light
varies in brightness.. This was dis-
covered by Professor S. V. Kravkov,
director of the Central Institute of

© Ovhthalmolugy, Moscow, who made
scientific tests to discover - why red
lichts seem less bright at certain
times. He reports that when the traf-
fic is noisy the light is less bright,
proving that sound affects the eye’s
sensitivity to ‘colors, the effects vary-
ing in character for different colors.
Th's scientist has demonstrated that
“on receiving auditory stimulation a
normal eye becomes more sensitive to
greon and blue and less sensitive to
red.” ‘
. o

Editor, The American Freeman:

While in- New York last week T stop-
ped in to see William J. Fielding and
was imp essed by this mild-mannered,
unpretentious scholar,  On. leaving, 1
promised to write him my opinion on his
bnek “The Shackles of the Supernatur-
al” which he had given me with his
crmpliments.

Settled in my home, I picked up the
book intent upon sweeping through it
at one sitting but hit a snag. This book
is not a light and trivial one nor a re-
hash of familiar rationalistic arguments,
but a solid piece of scholarship that
must be digested slowly. In spite, of its
150 pages, the ground covered is sur-
prisingly encyclopedic. He points out
very effectively how religion poisons
and discolors every aspect of life; how
it hampers a real'stic, rationalistic and
purely scientific approach to the prob-
lems which confront us.

In the Introduction, Joseph Lewis
says of Fielding’s book that it “is one
of the most vital and essential books
of our time.” That is high praise and
perhaps not short of the mark. What

makes this book - particularly valuable
is the eomprehensive grasp the author
has of the maturalistic basis of KEthics
so excellently expounded by the late
Peter Kropotkin. It is positively as-
tounding the way academic philosophers
have shighted and overlooked the con-
tributions that Kropotkin made to ethi-
cal science Merely calling moral law, so-
cial law, is net explaining it—a weak-
ness which even Joseph McCabe carries
in his armor. Kropotkin strove with a
massive scholarship. to explain. morality
on a naturalistic basis and did it so
successfully that his researches are ana-
thema to the religious-minded, lay and
scientific. Fielding has caught the mean-
ing of Kropotkin’s contributions and
this fact alone is a feather in his hat.

In short, get a copy of this book and
carry it in your pocket as dynamite to
he tthmwn at every supernaturalist you
meet.

Neville Island, Pa. MELVILLE KRESS
; L R

As a new rcader I want to suggest that
you resort ta fewer techmical terms,
especially when discussing Science,
philosophy, finance and economics. We
laymen need more common speech,

I always try to make myself clear
to the simplest mind, for that is the
final test of a writer, But this doesn’t
mean a writer should avoid all tech-
nical terms. They are absolutely es-
sential to clarity. Those who object
can always remedy matters by invest-
ing in a good dictionary, a book
every reader should own. Mark
Twain, in hig “A Tramp Abroad,”
had some good, clean fun when he
tried, without using technical words,
to describe how a horse was hitched
up in Europe. Ilis little masterpiece
of spoofing is worth reprinting:

“The man stands up the horses on
each side of the thing that prejects
from the front end of the wagon,
throws the gear on top of the horses,
and passes the thing that goes for-
ward through a ring, and hauls it
aft on the other side of the horse,
epposite to the first one, after
crossing them and bringing the
loosc end back, and then buckles the
other thing underneath the horse,
and takes another thing and wraps
it around the thing I spoke of be-
fore, and puts another thing over
each horse’s head, and puts the iron
thing in his month, and brings the
ends of these things aft over his
back, after buckling another one
around under his neck, and hitching
another thing on a thing that goes
over his shoulders, and then takes
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the slack of the thing I mentioned

a while ago and fetches it aft and

makes it fast to the thing that pulls

the wagon, and hands the other
things up to the driq\:er.”
Editor, The American Freeman:

Last month, for the first time in my
life, I ordered from you over $4 worth
of Little Blue Books. During the 14
years that I lived in the U.S. I had no
occasion to buy any. Strange to say, I
had to come to China to do. so,

The parcel arrived safely, and I thank
you. Three copies ‘of The American
Freeman included in it, as first copies
of my subscription, were a revelation
to me. They were worth the price of
my whole order. ‘

During all the time I lived in Ameri-
ca, my adepted country, how on earth
I never discovered The Freeman is in-
deed a mystery to me. Here’s a paper
' without any commercial advertising, if
ever there was one. This fact alome
helps make you free from the interests
who would control the press for their
own ends. You are free to work for the
good of the people, and expose and at-
tack all sorts of parasites, whether they
be centuries-old institutions or moderh
racketeers, .

The copies of The Freeman that Ive
iust read convince me your paper traly
upholds democratic, liberal, humanitari-
an ideals.

T. O,
e

Tientsin, China.

“The few scraps of your autobiog-
raphy in the September, 1938, Freeman
make me wish that you’d do a real, full
one.”—Dr, Isaac Goldberg, Mass.

B o R
What causes a bruised place to turn
black-and-blue?

Dead blood cells,

L

L3
Why is it that our preachers and priests
rarely look into the sky for “signs and
wonders” as most of them did only a
few generations age? )
Halley’s law of cometg helped kill
that superstitious £ractice. =
4 #

How much food did it fake to keep a
dinosaur going?

Anywhere from 500 to 1,000 poundg
per day. - ‘
* *

Editor, The American Freeman:

I had the privilege of meecting Dr.
Isaac Goldbetg only once; and that was
when I called on him at his house in
response fto your suggestion. He was
most kind, and we had a very interest-
ing talk. .

I am sure that Boston was the poorer
for not having drawn more generously

"

on his conversational powers and his
ability as an authority on many interest-
ing and live subjects. Harvard—not in
Boston, as you may know-—did call him
to be a lecturer for a while; but in
this city he was neglected. I'm afraid
that the sons of the Brahmins are

-drawing closer and closer to themselves.

They will admit an occasional Irishman
into their select circles, but that is
hardly enongh to prevent them from
paying the price of almost complete iso-
lation from the main currents of Ameri-
can thought,

There are-still, of course, an amazing-
ly large number of fine physicians, sur-
geons, architects, etv., in other words,
men of great techmical competence in
fields of activity not directly related to
the basic issues of American life. But
when it comes to economic questions:
and the “conduct of life” in this mod-
ern world of ours, Bostonians have lit-
tle or nothing to contribute.

Boston, Mass, *JO;-IN G. GREENE

How many restaurants are there in the
U.8.? How many of thet belong  to
chainsg?

In 1935, there were 153,000 eating
places, of which 4,000 belonged to
chain re'sztaurezlts. :

The main argument thal's used every=
where against Roosevelt’s policies has
to do with money, The point is made
again and again that Roosevelt is spend-
ing the country into insolvency, that the
government’s headed -for bankruptey,
and that Roosevelt must be kicked out
in order to get the budget balanced.
With a national debt of about $37,000,«
000,000, they insist, the country’s finan-_
cial situation is critical and heroic
measures are urgent lest F. D. R. spend
us Into ruin and chaos. Please comment.

While it’s true that our natiomal
debt is about $37,000,000,000, it isn’t
at all fair to blame all of it on the
President. About half that money
went to pay for a nice, little war to
“preserve democracy.” I've shown, in
previous articles, that our govern-
ment’s debt isn’t at all serious, that
it could be increased to $100,000,000,-
000 and still be in line with the na-
tional debt of England, and that the
money Roosevelt is spending is being
used to save lives, to feed the hungry,
and to improve the country. Roose-
velt’s spending is for constructive,
humanitarian ends. I grant you it’s
possible to point to some WPA work-
ers who know how to lean on a shovel
too often, but it happens that I've
heard this criticism more than” once
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from high-powered executives who
had their feet on their desks while
uttering these damning words against
the New Deal. Even if we grant some
soldiering among the relief workers,
the results of their labors are so
plain and obvious as to place the
bulk of them beyond criticism. The
country has, during the past few
years, been enriched with bridges,
dams, soil congervation projects, good
roads, school buildings, public libra-
ries, public structures of various
kinds, museums, fair grounds, athletie
fields, swimming pools, fire houses,
orchestras, art works, theaters, play-
grounds, new parks or improvements
of old parks, university buildings,
scientific laboratories, hospitals, air-
ports, harbor improvements, street
improvements, CCC camps, home
building projects, new sewers, new
municipal power plants, State ar.ld
national power sites, countless mil-
lions of young trees, thousands of
artificial lakes, and so on. Yes, in
the emergency of the depression many
dollars went to men and women who
didn*t deliver the goods, but that loss
can’t be very much when compared
to the magnificent results one sees on
all sides. Just take a motor car ride
through your own community and
check up what the governmeft has
done in the way .of loeal improve-
ments. Then multiply the results to
include the entire country and you
begin to realize that the government,
despite its heavy spending, has driven
a good bargain. Mouths have been
fed, but at the same time the coun-
try has becn enriched. Such construe-
tive aims deserve praise, not blame.
The President, T insist, has done an
excellent job. He has earned the re-
snect and confidence of his fellow-
citizens. The country, it seems to me,
has been luckier than it deserved in
metting. such a man in the White
House. Tf. he runs for a third term
—and T hove he does—the American
neovle will serd him back to the
White House hecause 'his policies
have 'helped the countrv. This doesn’
imoly perfection on Roosevelt’s part.
He has his fanlts, manv of them, but
he has shown a eenius for getting
necessary reforms through the mill—
not only vublic works such ag T de-
seribed above, but reform measures
like social security, unemployment in-

surance, old age pensions, minimum
wages and maximum hours.

The economic royalists hate Roose-
velt because he has compelled them
to submit to simple measures of fair
play and ‘justice. They despise the
sound of his name because he has
forced them to accept social reforms
that should have been enaeted into
law a generation ago. .And yet, their
noisiest protestants are the first to
demand more spending in their own
communities. Take, for example, the
benign, social-minded, tender-hearted
Chicago Tribune, which gpends its
days denouncing Roosevelt’s spending
on the editorial page and prints front-
page articles complaining about
Roosevelt’s failure to spend enough
money in Cook County. The Tribune
and other anti-New Dealers are great
patriots .when they see money being
spent outside their ‘ bailiwicks, but
when the “waste” takes place near at
hand it becomes an enterprise of ob-
vious practical worth. .

These same elements—the reac-
tionaries, the hard-boiled economic
dictators of the country—weren’t wor-
ried over the government’s spending
during the World War. That war,
I’'m ready to show, cost the Ameri-
can people almost $51,000,000,000,
and I defy my patriotic friends to pro-

duce a single cditorial from any capi-

talistic newspaper complaining about
the high cost of killing and destroying
property. The moral is clear. Tt's all
right to kil and ruin, but it’s all
wrong to feed and build. Better “in.
vest” $50,000,000,000 in a nice, pa-
triotic war than “waste” $20,000,000,-
000 on the arts of peace. It ecosts
more to kill a man than to feed him.
The world war proved that, and the
bill we paid—and are still paying-—
establishes that assertion. The super-
patriots whooved it up for the kill-
ing.. but the lesser expense—that of
taking care of the denression’s needy °
and building wuseful proiects—is
greeted with cries of anguish.

I have asserted that the World War
cost the U.S. a little lesg than $51,-

000.000.000. That, T realize, must be

demonstrated bevond debate. T'I1 pro-
ceed to do that at once. Here are
the figures which show what the U.S.
snent durine the fiseal vears 1917 to
1921—the hallowed, saered, annointed
war period: ’
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Operating the war de-
partment
Operating the navy de-
partment
Cost of federal control
of transportation ....
Cost of war-risk insur-

$14,849,594,000
3,401,343,000
1,634,118,000

BNCE .iiiiieeniiani.s 504,773,000
Interest paid on the
war debt ........... 2,746,641,000

Cost of war emergency
corporations and mis-
cellaneous expense

Prearmistice loans
other nations

2,592,531,000
5,319,852,000

Cost during war period $32,048,852,000

The above doesn’t tell the entire
story, for the U.S. government con-
tinued to spend money on the World
War from 1921 to 1937 (fiscal years),
as follows: ‘
Interest paid on war

$ 8,816,416,000

debt ................
Cost of caring for the

disabled ............ 8,102,969,000
Payment of veterans’

adjusted compensa-

tion .....c.iiiiiinnnn 1,823,493,000
Settlement of the war

claims act of 1928... 88,000,000
Costs resulting

from the war ....... $18,830,878,000

Add up the totals of the ahove two
tables and you get this grand total:
$50,979,730,000. That, let me repeal,
is ‘what the super-patriots whooped it
up for, including the Chicago Tribunc
and the rest of the reactionary outfit.
They cried for that war, they bally-
hooed it through—and they said the
bills had to be paid ‘as a patriotic
duty. Theiy precious little war help-
ed bring about Capitalism’s numerous
dislocations, with the resultant de-
presgion. So the depression ean, to a
considerable degree, be credited to
the very elament which i now en-
gaged in smearing the President be-
cause he sees relief and public works
as public and humanitarian obliga-
tions. Roosevelt will have to spend
many, many additional billionts before
he avvroaches the monev spent by the
suver-natriots in their destruetive, in-
hvman World War.

It’s 100 percent Americanism to
soend more than $50.000.000,000 on a
destructive war; it’s Communism and
Bolshevism to spend less than half
that mneh to heal the wounds of the
depression. i ‘

L
We read a great deal abomt the 8th

Route (Communist) Army in China, but
I’'ve never learned how effective they
are as guerillas. Have you any figures?

The 8th Route Army operates main-
ly in territory already “‘occupied” by
the Japanese. They strike at Japan’s
lines of communications., They are so
effective that it’s literally true that
the Japanese rule only the main rail-
roads and key ecities of the occupied
territory. The masses are vverwhelm-
ingly against the invaders. This
mass support helps the guerillas in
figchting the Javanese, for it makes
possible the hiding of small bands,
the quick destruction of bridges, por-
tions of railroads, roads, and the like.
They .algo capture large stocks of
food, - ammunition, guns, ete., from
the Japanese.. As for the number of
Japanese killed by these guerillas,
the best authority I can quote is W,
H. Donald, confidential adviser to
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-Shek, who,
in a letter, on June 9, 1938, wrote:

“The Japanese are suffering a con-
stant drain, and it is estimated that
from guerilla activities alone the
average casualties run to about
6.000 2 month. Of couvse, they are
much higher when it comes to ac-
tiong with the armies.”

An article in the Howakona Press
discusses Chinese guerilla fichting
from first-hand observation, as fol-
lows:

“For months past. the Jananese
have been faced with a pvoblem
they are unable to cone with—a
military problem in which there is
no front and no rear, and it fs im-
possible to point in anv one direc-
tion and say with ennfidenre ‘there
is the foe we have to fi~ht’ Th~re
hasg been no ‘fightine’ anvwhere near
Shanghai for months. vet Javaneve
soldiers are heaing killad and wound.
ed in action dailv and considerable
numbers of injured men are brousht
into the city and taken on hoavd
Javanese fransoorts to be carried
home for hospital treatment.

“Motor trucks loaded with heavily
bandaged men dre freaventlv geen
moving along the water front ip the
early morning—evidenca that ficht.
ing is poing on not verv far awav,
althougsh fthe Yanetza Vallev has
been offici~llv *nan~ifi-A> f~r cov-ral
months and the area from Shanshai
to Nanking is under en-my ‘o-~cuna-
tion.’ )
~ “Exasnerated by the constant at-
tacks of guerilla forces, the Japa-
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nese have massacred thousands of
civilians and burned their homes.
Chinese regarded as quasi-guerillas
have becen tortured and killed in
unspeakable ways, including cutting
off of ears, noses and eyeballs. Re-
prisals of this character, however
extensive and savage, will not sup-
press the guerilla units who are
operating all over the territory now
under Japanese ‘occupation.’”
L S

How many aspirins do we take annually?

A magazine of the trade, Drug and
Cosmetie Industry, reports the U.S.
public bought 5,143,672 pounds of
aspirin in 1937, or 7,201,140,800
tablets. You can’t blame all those
headaches on g D;X*R'

*

In quoting the lies of the Rev. Winrod
and other race-baiters you are doing
humanity a service, especially In view
of the fact that you gp to great pains to
expose such adventufes in malice and
brutal anti-Semitism. I note that you
deny the Rev. Winrod’s statements to
the effect that Benjamin Franklin wrote
a screed attacking the Jews. However,
let me call your attention to the fact
that these Jew-baiters insist that the
Franklin statement appeared in Pinck-
ney’s private diary and that a copy of
this diary will be found in The Frank-
lin Institute, of Philadelphia. The thing
to do, in my view, is to ask the insti-
tute if it has such a diary.

I wrote to The Franklin Tnstit‘l}te
and received in return a copy of its
bulletin, in which the entire Franklin
controversy is treated at length, The
statement, signed by the institute’s
director, refers to the revived report
that Benjamin Franklin attacked the
Jewish race during a speech at the
Constitutional Convention in 1787. In
my previous articles I have referred
to the Franklin matter and answered
it by using the analysis of the Amer-
ican historian, Prof. Charles A,
Beard, who, some years ago, branded
the Franklin quotations as rank
forgeries. But the lie persists be-
cause anti-Semites of the stamp gf
the Rev. Winrod stop at nothing in
order to discredit a helpless people:

The purported speech by Franklin
is said to be a part of the “private
diarv” kept by Charles Pinckney, of
South Carolina, who was a fellow-
delecrate with Frauklin at the con-
vention, -.The institute’'s statement
says:

“But this ‘private diary’ has not

been produced. Historians and. li-

brarians have not been able to find

it or any record of it having existed.

The historians  have said further

that some of the words and phrase-

ology used in the quoted speech
cast grave doubt on its Colonial
origin, In plain English, they have
claimed it a fake, =

“The Charles Pinckney ‘private
diary’ containing Franklin’s vitri-
olic speech is mow reported tv he
in possession of the Franklin In-
stitute.

. - “The truth is, we do not possess
the notorious diary., In fact, we
know no more about its where-
abouts than we did before, and that
was nothing.”

Insisting that the institute has no
sympathy for the way our anti-Sem-
ites are engaged in “counterfeiting
a good man’s language” in order to
further “their hellish desire to fan
the flame of racial hatred,” the bulle-
tin suggests that “they first read
about some of the things which
Franklin is known to have done. One
pertinent and authenticated state- .
ment is that when the Hebrew So-
ciety of Philadelphia sought to. raise
money for ‘a religious house,’ or
synagogue, 'in Philadelphia, Franklin
signed the petition of appeal for con-
tributions to ‘citizens of every re-
ligious denomination,” and gave five
pounds himeclf to the fund.”

How crude are these liars! They
would actually have their readers be-
lieve that it’s possible for a diary by
Pinckney to be in existence for a cen-
tury and a half and not a single
copy of it to be found anywhere ex-
cept in The Franklin Institute. I
understand this Franklin lie was
cooked up in Nazi Germany, where
it’s being used in many pieces of
anti-Semitic literature, ‘and. that it
was brought into the U.S. by Nazi
propagandists. We have plenty of
bigots in thig country who want to
make use of such a rank forgery.
This Franklin lie is almost as per-
sistent as the forged Protocols of
the Elders of Zion, another document
which Nazis like the Rev. Winrod
distribute far and wide in order to
bring sufferings on the heads of in-
nocent, defenseless men and women.

Let me close with a quotation from
Julian P. Boyd, librarian, Historieal
Society of Pennsylvania, who, when
presented’ with the lies about Frank-
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lin’y alleged anti-Semitism, wrote as
follows regarding the so-called Pinck-
ney diary:

“The history of the ducument
falsely ascribed to one whose liberal
opimions are so well known as to
be almeost axiomatic, is typical of
the course of similar pieces oi prop-
aganda literature.”

These immense lies are hard to kill.
A small, tidy lie can be scotched neat-

ly, but when a gargantuan liar gets,

into action—a liar of the caliber of
a Hitler or a Streicher or -a Rev.
Winrod—it’s almost impossible to get
it disposed of once and for‘all.’That,
by tne way, was one of Hitler’s own
discoveries, for in his infamous bmb;e
of bigotry and fanaticism, Mein
Kampj, Ritler warned his followers
. against promulgating little lies. In-

stead, he urged, a lie should be au
immense one, for even if Lt_attrgets
the fire of informed, honesi historians
there’ll be enough mud left.to smear
the ones intended to be injured. I:‘y-
ing has been put on a scientific
basis, at last.

I have looked through some Catholic-

Fascist literature on the Spanish situa-
tion. The main points are as follows:
1. The Loyalists have murdered great
numbers of priests and nuns; 2. The
Loyalists have destroyed many Catholic
churches. Please comment.

Let me take the second question.

first, because I’ve already touched on
it many times. In my volumes of
questions and answers I show again
and again that the Catholic Churph
in Spain was an arm of 'the Fascist
cause and as such gave aid and com-
fort to. the Insurgent forces, even to
the extent of permitting church
edifices to be used as military cen-
ters and storehouses for munitiens,
ete. Such military objectives had to
be stormed, and the Loyalists were
S within their rights whenever they
attacked a church. Incidentally,
hundreds—perhaps thousands—of
churches were destroyed by the reb-
els themwelves, including . the im-
mense damage done to the famous
Barcelona cathedral that was built
in the 11th Century.

We now come to the “murder” of
priests and nuns. There’s no doubt
that some priests were .executed,
early in the rebellion, by irrespons-
ible groups in Loyalist territory, but

after the Negrin government got
control of the situation such excesses
were speedily suppressed. As for
“atrocities” againsl nums, such re-
ports are nothing more than Fasc-
ist-Catholiec propaganda. In July,
1938, 28 nuns were enabled to leave

‘Barcelona through facilities supplied

by the Loyalist government, These
Sisters of the Sacred Heart °were
taken to London where they were in-
terviewed by a reporter for the
London Daily Herald, a trustworthy
newspaper. In its issue of July 23,
1938, we are told that “none bere
any trace of the ‘atrocities’ so per-
sistently alleged by Franco’s propa-
ganda.” We further learn that “all

looked well and happy, despite the

poverty of their-clothes.” One of the
nuns was chosen to speak for the
group. She testified as follows:

“We had to %eave Madrid a year
ago. We suffered there, not be-
cause of our faith, but because
there was war. All suffered—we not
more than others, It was war, and
in war it is bad for everybody.

“We have been one year in Bar-
celona. It is hard in Barcelona for
everybody, because it is war,

“As nuns we suffered no special
‘hardships. We endured no ill treat-
ment, though we could not continue
our religious work. There is war in
Spain, and things are different when
there 1s war.”

Catholic-Fascism prefers to ignore
the fact that these nuns couldn’t have
lived in Madrid and Barcelona during

two years of warfare without in- °

jury if the Loyalist government had

pursued a policy of persecuting nuns

and priests. They weren't ill-treated,
they weren’t persecuted, they weren’t
raped, and yet we are given to under-
stand by the propagandists for Cath-
olic-Fascism that its open season for
nuns in Loyalist Spain. The nuns,
like all others in war-torn Spain,
suffer great hardships, but they aren't
the vietims of. atrocities. The facts
prove that. * 2

Please comment on Mussolini’s threat-
ened move to make mixed marriages
illegal. How can he get excited over
such mixed . marriages: when figures
show that Jews number only one in
each 1,000 of Italy’s population? BRBe-
sides, what’s wrong with mixed mar-
riages from a scientific viewpoint?

I have written several pieces to
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show that Mussolini’s anti-Semitic
spasmg have been assumed with
startling stiddenness because: 1. his
desire to satisfy Hitler, who is du-
bious of Mussolini’y real strength;
2. his desire to quiet domestic discon-
tent by bringing up the Jews as fa-
vorite scapegoats. The fact of the
matter is, Mussolini, as I've shown
in direct quotations, ridiculed anti-
Semitism only a few years before he
and Hitler got to be such great pals.
Now I'm able to quote another para-
graph from Mussolini, who, in 1932,
after examining\ some official figures
on mixed marriages in Italy, wrote:
“These results are a demonstra-
tion and a justification of the non-
existence of an anti-Semitic move-
mont in  Italy. The frequency of
mixed marriages ought to be greet-
ed by all those who wish to be sin-
cere Italians. For herein is contain-
ed the moat pexfect proof of the
civil and moral equality of Italians
whatever may have been their dis-

tant origin.” .

A few years ago Mussolini was
proud of Italy’s mixed marriages;
now ‘he’s echoing Hitler’s bunk about
“mongrels,” Mussolini is a murderer
and a tyrant and a bad influence
generally, but even hig Dbitterest
enemies have to admit he’s a thous-
and times more intelligent than the
hysterical, sadistic, neurotic, homosex-
ual, mystical, superstitious Hitler.
No matter what you say about Mus-~
solini, you have to admit he’s always
the realist, so when he takes up Hit-
ler’s racism we have to conclude that
he thinkg he sees some real and ma-
terial benefits from such a brutal
policy. It's easy to persecute less
than B£0,000 people in a population
of almost 45,000,000—if such brutal-
itarianism can strengthen his regime,
or gain him some financial or mili-
tary advantages. Dictators are that
way.

The world’s greatest anthropolo-
gists have long been in agreement on
racial mixtures—that it’s all to the
good when both parties come from
healthy stock. Why did civilization
spring to life in southwestern Asia,
southeastern Europe ‘and northeastern
Africa? The answer is simple, now
that we know a little about anthro-
pology. Many races met there—the
section was the cross-roads of the
world—and it enabled men and wom-

en of all races and climes to meet for
the exchanga of ideas, experiences,
knowledge, discoveries, and better
ways of living. That great melting
pot resulted in a quick 'growth of
civilized institutions. At the same
time “pure” races in remote parts of
the world—isolated so that they
could learn nothing about what others
were doing, such ag lived jn many
South Pacific islands—went on cen-
tury after century making slow, la-
borivus, disheartening headway. FHach
step took centuries, while in the part
of the world just mentioned—where
mixed marriages abounded—mankind
made giant forward steps from year
to year. Racial isolation, like social,
economie, intellectual, cultural and
scientific isolation, is always bad, in
the view of competent students of
this branch of science, anthropology.
Tha}’s why Hitler’s racism is running
counter to the best knowledge develop-
ed by the world’s ablest students of
the human family. And now Mussolini
is taking up Hitler’'s unsound, un-
factual, unsupported notions.

In its own way, the United 'States
hag been a melting pat for a con-
tury or more, and any fair-minded
student of affairs will admit that the
results have been in the direction of
progress, social-mindedness, higher
educational achievements, better living
standards, greater development of the
country’s natural resources, immense
material headway, scientific advance-
ment, public health, and the general
blessing of culture, including musie,
literature, the drama, poetry, gcholar-
ship, art and the glorious spirit of
free inquiry. This glorious country
was buily by the people Hitler, in his
crass ignorance, describes as mon-
grels. Well, if that’s mongrelism,
let’s have more of .it. The American
people grow progressively healthier,
live longer, show sincere and humane
regard for their unfortunate brothers,
encourage seientific inquiries, and in
a thousand ways show by their be-
havior that they are headed in the
direction of a mighty civilization
unequgled in the world’s history. The
only other country which can com-
pare—not so much in actual achieve-
ments but in genuine potentialities—
is the Soviet Union, which, in an equal
sense, is a “mongrel” nation, having
scores oft races—all of them friendly
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and cooperative—within the coun-
try’s borders. The argument for;
free svcial intercuurse belween all
peoples, for the good of all,
brings to mind an illustration I've
used before, It goes this way: If you
have a dollar and I have a dollar
and we exchange dollars, each still
has only one doilar. But if you have
an idea and I have an idea and we
exchange ideas, then each has two
ideas. That little experience has
worked wonders in the history of the
human race. And Hitler won’t stop
it, even when he’s able to point to
Mussolini as a convert to his false
agsumptions.

% .
Do more people live on the farms than
in the cities in the U.S.2
Towns and cities now have 5{5 per-
cent of the population. This is for
the U.S. generally. In the South,
about 33 perxc’e;mt lxi‘ve in eities.

Is Mussolini’s aggression (In Ethiopia
and Spain) compelling the Italian people
to foot the bill by cutting down on ‘the
contents of its bread basket? .

The facts have been gtudied by the
authoritative London Economist,
which published data comparing food
consumption in Italy from 1926 to
1930 and comparing it with 1936.
The facts show that the Ifalian peo-
ple are eating less in order to supply
Mussolini with the means for con-
ducting mass murders. Only the rich
eat meat in Italy. The common peo-
ple subsist mainly on maecaroni,
"vermicelli and spaghetti. They also
get a low-grade light wine which has
a production cost comparable to our
soda pop. The Economist shows that
the people in 1936 got 20 percent less
wheat than they consumed in the
earlier years, which roughly repre-
sents the cost of Mussolini’s adven-
tures in foreign countries, not count-
ing the money and securities he was
able to confiscate from his vassals.
Toalians are tightening their belts
year after year as Mussolini goes
from one aggression to another. In
Germany the masses are told, m
plain words, that it’s more important
to produce cannon than butter. The
people, as I’ve hinted before, would
prefer a little more butter and much
less “glory” for the dictators. The
cost of dictatorship is less food,

shoddy clothes, higher taxes, militar-

ism, terrorism, persecution, suppres-
sion, torture, enslavement, and in-
creaved poverly in general.

LR R

What do the Nazis mean by a “Blitz-
krieg”? )

It means “lightning war,” which is
the probably false assumption that
Germany will be able to win a great
war by some sudden blow at the
enemy’'s communicabions, populace,
supplies, key cities, ete. Ag I've writ-
ten before, Hitler and Goering ought
to know' by now .that the theory of a
“lightning war” hasn’t worked out
thus far, .not even in China, where
Japan had the men and equipment
for a quick victory—or thought she
had—and soon learned that the Chi-
nese, though ill-supplied with air-

planes, tanks, artillery, and even or-

dinary machine guns, have been able
to hold ouf for more than & year and
spems settled down to firm, stolid resis-
tence. The. Italians and Germang in
Spain certainly had plenty of chances
to prove the theory of the “lightning
war,” but history tells a different
story. Goering is gaid fo have boast-
ed, “Give me 20,000 airplanes’ and
'l he master of BEurope in a week.”
That would be quite a weapon if no
other power had bombers and pur-
suit planes, but what would Goering’s
20,000 airplanes be able to do if vast
Russia were to turn loose 30,000 ma-
chines, with France and England
building up their air foreeg in propor-
tion. That’s a game that more than
one can play. *

Please comment on Iitler's oft-quoted
assurance that he doesn’t want a war.

Hitler doesn’t want to fight if he
can get what he wants in other ways.
As Jules Cambon -put it, “Germany
does not want war. All she wants
is the fruits of vietory.” Hitler’s
talk about peace won’t fool anybody.

‘The man’s set for an immense war,

and unless the German people rise
and kick out the Nazis that war will
come, sooner (*)Xf Ia;er.

What do the Nazis mean by “Aryan”?

The Hitlerites themselves don’t
know. I’ve written many columng on
the Aryan myth during the past five
or six years, all of which will be
found in my volumes of questions
and answers. The point of the pieces
is that no recognized anthropologist
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or biologist in the world recognizes
. the so-called Aryan theory, They all
agree there's no such ’ahmg as anh
Aryan race. As Prof. Julian Huxley
expresses the issue:

“We find in Germany today an
example of the absurdities claimed
in the name of eugenics. It is a
shocking . story the way scientific
method is being prostituted to per-
petuate the Aryan myth. Of course,
everyone knows there is mo such
thing as an Aryan race, but even if
such a race exisied, more than
three-quarters of the German peo-
ple would be mnon-Aryan, including
Hitler himself.”

L 3

Recently you gave figures on how much
money the Federal government is get-
ting out of liquor. This isn’t quite
satisfactory. I want to know how “much
the Federal, State and local govern-

ments. get from this source, mcluding

business taxes and property faxes,
Figures for 1937 are now ava1lwble
showing that taxes on liquor in all
forms is as follows:
FEDERAL
JInternal Revenue
Import Duties

45,623,933.50

Total Internal Revenue
& Import Duties ... $632,929,543,76
.STATE
Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol Revenue
Sales Taxes

$284,412,792.04
21,358,755.70

————————

‘..Tofcal State ABC Reve-
nue & Sales Taxes ...

. LOCAL
Alcoholic Beverage Con-

$305,771,547,74

trol Revenue . ........ $ 22,574,635.51
MISCELLANEOUS
Business Taxes (Esti-
mate) .....iiiiiiennn $25,000,000.00*
Property Taxes (Bsti-
mate) ................ 25,000,000.00

Total Miscellaneous ... $50,000,000.00
TOTAL - $1,022,275,727.01

# The estimate of miscellaneous busi-
ness taxes takes into account such
gpecial taxes as federal and state cor«
poration income taxes, :capital gains
taxes, capital stock taxes, undistributed
profits taxes, mercantile license taxes,
special gross business income taxes, etc.;
it does not take into account social se-
curity taxes, unemployment insurance
taxes, etc.

£

L
Is it a fact that the Nazis are pirating
the air waves?

Yes, there’s no doubt about it. Lin-

$587,305,610.26 |

ton Wells, who is a reportér for the
National Broadeasting Company, re-
turned recently from  Central and
South Ameérica, where he studied ra-
dio conditions for four months and
learned that the Nazis are pirating
the air waves in South America. They

.| have signed international agreements

controlling frequencies, but as usual
their signatures don’t mean a thing
when they want to drown. out cer-
tain programs, especially speeches by
Pregident Roogevelt. In a gtatement

to the press, Mr. Wells charged:

“In one South American country, I
tuned in to hear a speech by Presi-
dent Roosevelt. The opening an-
nouncement came clear as a bell,
When the President began to speak,
however, a German short-wave sta-
tion on a nearby frequency immedi-
ately shifted to the American band
and drowned out the entire talk
with a piano concert. When Roese-
velt finished the Germans also went
off the air. This deliberate interfer-
ian’c’e has been carried on repeated-
y.

LI S
We hear a great deal about the deaths
caused by motor cars in- this country,
but I don’t recall ever having seen a
report on the deaths caused annually
by horse-drawn vehicles, Can you give
me the figures? .

Horses and , horse<drawn  vehicles
never caused more than 4,000 deaths
in any year. Motor cars, in 1937,
caused 89,700 fatalities, or 82 deaths
per 100,000 pe:gsorg..

Do suicides in the U.S. average about
the same In all States? )

No. Nevada has the highest suicide
rate in the country, statistics show-
ing, in 1986, the surprisingly large
rate of 35 per 100,000 population, The
rate for the nation as a whole was
14.2, *Wisconsin’s rate was 16.5 per
100,000 population. South Carolina
had the lowest rate in the country
—only 3.2 per*moigoo ’gorpulation.

73
I want to quit smoking. Do you recoms-
mend the tobacco cures one sees adver-
tised in newspapers and magazines?
Advertized enreg have mo value.
Those who have the tobaceo habit and
want to quit ean do so in only one

way—they must use their will power =

to the Mmit., Many fail because the
eraving for the fragrant weed is too
strong. A good way to quit—if you're

.
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an inveterate smoker—is to psychol-
ogize yourself into gradually putting
more and more timc between your
smokes.~ Instead of quitting abruptly,
try to reduce the quantity of tobacco
used. You may be able to reduce the
amount consumed or you may be able
to .quit entirely—if you have the
strength of will to fight it out with
yourself. But don’t wastc time or
money on so-called cures that are
offered in drug stores. They're ex-
pensive and, in some cases, positive-
ty harmful. I pity the poor guy who’s
been smoking for years and wants
‘to quit. T'm one of those “dopes”
myself—except I've quit even think-
ing about quitting. Someday—per-
haps in my late 80’s—I'll put aside
my cigars and pipes and suck in noth-
ing but pure ozone. It'll probably kill
me—but T won’t care much in those
late years. The habit’s silly, ex-
pensive, idiotic, insipid, wastcful, and
moronic—and yet 1 continue burn-
ing the vile stuff. Isn% that an awful
confession to come from a guy who
actually calls himself a debunker?
Debunker, hell! He'y a sucker, like
the rest of the saps.
e B e

I pay 12¢ per quart for my milk. How
much of that money goes to the pro-
ducer?

The producer gets only 4c. The
rest goes to the distributors. Here's
a situation that deserves govern-
mental action. The public is paying
the distributors twice ag much money
as goes to the dairymen who produce
the milk. The public has a right to

protection. Either more money should

2o to the producers or the price of |

milk should be lowered.
E I

I liked your letter in the August 16,
1938, issue of The St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch, on the James Seward case. I
suggest that you reprint it in The
Freeman, for I'm sure Freeman read-
_ers would like to know your views on
this interesting instance of miscarried
justice. .
I’'m very happy to oblige, as fol-
lows: )
To the Editor of the Post-Dispatch:
Your paper is doing a splendid
thing in its humanitarian campaign
to save James Seward from his liv-
ing grave in the State Penitentiary.
The State has already stolen 17
years of his life for a murder he
never committed.

It happens that I became interest-
ed in Seward’s cause about 17 years
ago, when I wrote several pieces in
my paper, The American Freeman,
in support of this unfortunate man,
I first learned about him when a
letter from him was put on my
desk.

Writing from the St. Louis Jail,
Seward sent me a remittance for 20
Little Blue Rooks and added a note
in which he urged that I shoot the
order out at once. “I'm to be hang-
ed in 30 days,” were his words, “so
if ’m to get any good out of these
books, please have them delivered
right away.”

That, needless to say, looked like
a dramatic, human-interest story to
this old newspaper man, so I fished
.out his order, because I wanted to
see what a man will want to read
when he has only a few weeks to
live, 1 was surprised at the kind
of books he asked for—excellent lit-
erature, with a sprinkling of self-
help titles, some even providing the
reader with lessons in foreign lan-
guages,

‘The whole thing struck me as a
good story, so I ran about two col-
umns on Seward in my next issue,
telling what he was up against and
the kind of books he wanted to read
before the Stale killed him. The
article made an ‘jimpression, pro-
voking comment in many newspa-
‘pers. A few days after the issue
contalning my article was released,
I received a telegram from one of
the editors of the Post-Dispatch
asking me for permission to reprint
my piece, which, of course, I grant-
ed within the hour. In the follow-

~ing Sunday paper (this was about
the time Seward was to have been
hanged) the Post-Dispatch reprinted
my article. .

I hope the information on Seward
you are printing will gain him his
deserved freedom. I don’t know how

" the State of Missouri can go about
making amends for the great wrong
it has done an intelligent and fine
man. 1 don’t want to repeat the
main facts of this case. You’ve done
a good job, and I’ve nothing to add.
The facts clearly establish Seward’s
innocence, The question, in my
mind, is: How long will it take the
State to turn lIoose a man who’s not

guilty?

E. HALDEMAN-JULIUS
L R

Don’t you agree that the dash lights

on the instrument hoard of our motor

cars are too bright?

Yes, they are usually far too bright,
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thereby constituting a serious hazard,
for they tend to draw the eyes away
from the road, They also tire the
eyes, thus causing many drivers to
fall asleep at the wheel, A dash llght
should be dim. %

L3 * .
Wouldn’t it be a good idea if all pas-
senger cars had a row of three or four
lights at the front of the top?

Yes, the idea has been suggested
by a number of psychologists who
have gtudied the problem of motor car
accidents, Trucks and buses in many
States are compelled to carry lights
at that place, and there’s no doubt
they are great helps in assuring safe-
ty. I've noticed many times that those
small lights ean be seen, when a truck
comes over the top of a hill, several
seconds before the headlights come
into view, thus serving as a warning.
Speeding motor cars often eome over
a hill-top so fast they don't give the
driver coming in the opposite direc-
tion a safe chinsce to get ready.

How’d you like the movie, “Alexander’s
Ragtime Band”?

“It's among the best—if not the
very best—I've ever seen. Irving
Berlin’s songs sounded even better
than they did in the old days when
tliey were popular hits, There’'s no
doubting Berlin’s genius as a creator
of popular melodies, though I still
give firgt place to Stephen Foster.
George Gershwin was good, too. In
this musical picture, I was pleased
with everything but the story, which
sbruck e as a plece of tripe. But
the story couldn’t hurt those old
songs. At that, I'm still a pushover
for Beethoven, Brahms, Bach, Wag-
ner, Tchaikowsky, Franck, Dvorak,
{Goldmark, Chopin, Rlohard Strauss,
the waltz Strauss, and some others
of equal ability but whose names don’t
happen to pop into my mind at this
moment. These writers of modern
smash hits are clever, facile, adroit,
and even downright witty, but they
can’t hold my attention the way
the classical composers do. Those
old fellows dig wright down into
your innermost innards and shake
the dew out of you, while these mod-
ern songsmiths just tickle your out-
gide. Of course, I don’t deny that
there’s a certain satisfaction to be
found in having your outside tickled,
but usually more than five minutes

of that gort of thing gives me the
jitters. ‘What I'm trying to say is
there’s. something neurotic about this
swing business that’s so popular
nowadays. Irving Berlin isn’t ag hec-
tic as these swingsters. Alongside
the late George Gershwin, Berlin's
as simple as Stephen Foster. Maybe
that’s what pleases me about him—
his simple, plaintive, human, unpre-
tentious touch. I refer, of course, to-
his “sad” gsongs. His lively ones—
like “Alexander’s Ragtime Band”—
are as exciting as anything that ever
came from the eclarinet of Benny
Goodman. It seemg to me that in
songs with a tear in them, Berlin
qualifies as another Stephan Foster,
with just a fow frills to entitle him
to say he belongs to a later genera-
tion. Maybe these constant regerva-
tions indicate envy on my part—
envy that a gimple, almost naive, soul
like Irving Berlin ghould have more
influence on the American public than
Spinoza, Kant, Schopenhauer, and
Niatzsche combined. Our millions
make their own gods, usually, as In-
gersoll said, in their own image, And
their image isnt a Beethoven or a
Brahms, but Irving Berlin, Gershwin,
Victor Herbert, Jack Dempsey, Joe
Louis, Walter Winchell, Charlie Me-
Carthy, Fannie Brice, Tyrone Pow-
er, and Mickey Mouse. Some of their
gods I admire, a few I regpect, but
most of them make my- seat tired
after a few minutes. The facts com-
pel me to admit that for many years
to ecome Jaek Benny will over-
shadow Beethoven. The mass follow-
erg of Donald Duck insist that while
they don't know nothin’ about art,
they sure know what they like. That’s
also the attitude of every ape in the
zoo. But if a gsufficient number of
apes chorus in unison that Dopey of
“Snow White” is superior to Rodin,
there’s no doubt about it that Dopey’s
fame will ring throughout the land
while Rodin will remain obscure, ex-
cept to a handful of highbrows,
esthetes, or similarly subversive sour-

pusses.

L B
What’s your attitude towards the In-
ternational Bible Students, the Jehoval
Witnesses who are led by T. C. Russell
and Judge Rutherford?

I have nothing but respect for many
of the policies of the International
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Bible Students, especially along the
lines of Peuce, anbi-Fascism, and their
vigorous opposition to the awful tie-
up between the Catholic Church and
Fascism. I also like the way this en-
ergetic organization fights for civil
rights, not only for itself but for
others as well. So long as the follow-
erg of Judge Rutherford fight for
these ideas I'm for them right down
the line. My only objection is that
they build their political and eco-
nomic liberalism and democracy on a
theological foundation. I believe that
religious superstition is a curse, no
matter who advances it. I believe
that religious ideas are mental pois-
on. I always have the feeling that
when the people who hold supersti-
tious ideas go in for liberal policies
it’s only a question of time before
theiy reactionary religious notions
will conyuer and help hold humanity
in the chains ;f E;le E;lpernatural.

Pve heard say that bheginning cancers
have been known to go away of thejr
own accord, Is this true?

No. There's 1o cage in medical his-
tory which reportg a cancer having
left by itself without outside help.
The human body is able to do won-
derful things in heahn'g' or curing it
self, but it’s always baffled by a can-
cer,

LI S
How’d you like “The Texan”?

Whenever I look out of my library
window (I live on a 160-acre farm)
-1 ean Ssec a cow pasturing. Let me
state, in all frankness, that, after 20
years, the sight of a cow bores me,
even when ghe’s in a romantic mood.
That cow’s good for fresh, warm
milk, the same way those steers in
the neighboring 160 are good for top
sirloins. " But I deny’ that cows (or
_steers, to be exact) are ideal movie
heroey or heroes. If one cow bores
me, 10,000 steers, paralyze me. And
“The Texan” stars 10,000 steers. I
walked out on them, because I could
so far as 1 was concerned,

see
there wasn't a top wirloin  in
the whole herd for me. I sug-

gest that the publicity department
that’s ballyhooing “The Texan” an-
nounce immediately that every person
who buys a ticket will be given a free
top snrlom, the same way the ladies
are given dishes on dish night. That

will save the picture. As for its gtory,

it seems to me thal the drippings of

10,000 steers. are %imr story material,
k3 o+

What’s the best buy in popular cigar-
ettes?

All popular cigarettes are about
the same. Don’t pay any attention to
the advertising writers. They peddle
bunk when they ballyhoo their own
brands. The cheapest cigarette is
just as good as the popular brand
that sells for a nickle more. So, I
advise my cigarette-smoking readers
to buy only the cheapest cigarettes.

The advertisements about “blind-
fold tests” are also the bunk. All
popular cigarettes—especially the big
four—taste and smell alike. Tests, in
which blindfolded smokers puffeq at
Camels, Old Golds, Chesterfields and
Lucky Strikes, showed that the smok-
ers didn’t know the difference. All
tasted alike.

“As for nicotine in the tobacco in
popular cigarettes, here again they’re
all just about the same., Tests were
made with regard to nicotine content
?nd dthe following percentages were
Cound ¢

Camel .......ccu00. [ 1.9
Chesterfield ......vo0vvveeennninnnn. 2.3
Domino ......... Cerearesaaseainane 2.1
Lucky Strike .........ccviieveannes 2.0
Old Gold .......ccvuvnvnneiennnnnns 2.0
Philip Morris .........cevvevinn... 2.2
Raleigh ......civiviniiiiiininnins 1.8
Twenty Grand ....... PN 2.5

Turkish cigarettes—brands like
Melochrino, Murad, Helmar, Egyp-

tian Pretliest, and Lord Salisbury—
were found to contain less nicotine
than domestie, popular brands. How-

‘ever, the difference isn’t enough to

get excited about. All cigarettes
have about the same effect on the
smokers, with damage to the human
mechanism being generally agreed to
be rather glight. So, when you must
buy some cigarettes, insist on 10c
brands, for they’re just as good as
those which sell at 15¢ or two for a

quarter, -
L R S

What’s your reaction to the argument
I've heard several times to the effect
that no devout, sincere, deeply religious
person can be other thanm an orderly,
law-abiding citizen?

There never was a more de'voud:
sincere, deeply religious man than
Jesse "Tames. His - father was a

o
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preacher, and his mother was equal-
ly steeped in Fundamentalism. All
his life Jesse James carried with him
a copy of the New Testament. A
preacher who once looked through it
wag surprised at the way Jesse
James’ Bible was marked-up, show-
ing constant use. Robertus Love, in
his biography, “The Rise and Fall of
Jesse James,” says Jesse James be-
lieved in a personal God and in a
personal Devil, adding:’

“He [Jesse James] accepted the
orthodox Heaven and the orthodox
Hell, his faith being implicitly
simple. He expected to go to Heav-
en when he died, for he believed
that he had lived the best life he
possibly could live " under all the
circumstances, and that, therefore,
he was entitled to salvation.” .

TI'm sure all members of the Jesse
James gang, including the great Cole
Younger himself, were pioug religion-
ists. Jesse James, for that matter,
wouldn’t have permitted any known
infidel to contaminate his sacred or-
ganization. Jesse James knew where
to draw .the line. He didnt mind
holding up a train or a stage coach,
or robbing a bank—with a lot of
shooting thrown in for the sake of
a gafe getaway—but he realized early
in life (afiter attending many of his
father’s revivals) that a man has to
draw the line somewhere. After ali,
a dozen or a score of murders can
be forgiven, if God is convinced of
the sinner’s true repentance, but an
unbeliever—a Bible-scoffer-—can’t be
lolerated under any cundilivng be-
cause he'’s certain to gpend eternity in
Hell. Tt was a case of bliss for Jesse
James and blisters for the infidels.
He knew this was, g0 because the
Good Book told him so. Ah, what a
precious, pure, sacred, wonderful
thing is simple, unpretentious Faith.
Jesse James had it. Today, after his
foul assassination by the traitor Ford,
he spends his davs polishing his halo

where only a few decades ago he pol-]

ished his six-shooters. Of course, I
don’t pretend for a moment Jegse
James is right up front with all the
bigwigs in Heaven. After all, God
also has his side of the story and he
too must draw. the line somewhere.
But, at the very worst, Jesse James is
somewhere up in the first baleony,
where he commands a clear view of

the celestial throne and is heard plain-
ly when his cheerful voice joing in
the happy hosannahs.

The other day—August 21,.1938, -
to be exact—I drove down to Pine-
ville, Mo., to take a look at the doings
there, for the local papers have been
filled with exciting stories about the
hig Hollywood stars down there to
film the life of Jesse James, the title
role falling to handsome, glamorous
Tyrone Power. There must have been
10,000 people there that day, all set
to see the brick courthouse, the bank,
the Dixie Belle Saloon and dance hall,
the U.S. marshal’s office, and the
rest of the placds to be used in telling
the story of banditry’s most extraor-
dinary character. It was an amazing
slght, showing how the worlg has
changed gince the movies took hold.
Today, the Gods come from Holly-

wood. They are savred. They are
holy. If Jesus had - dropped in
that Sunday evening. I’'m ' sure
the immense throng -would have

paid him scant attention if someon
had shouted that Tyrone Power, o
Henry Fonda or Randolph Secott had
put in a personal appearanece in-
stead of hiding out in their tempo-
rary homes up in the hills, far from
the maddening crowd of autograph
fanatics.

Thousands had driven from Okla-
homa, Arkansas, Kansas and distant
parts of Missouri in order to see the
the sacred soil that would be trod
by Hollywood’s own annointed saints.
They were too excited for the time
being to even notice the presence of
a half dozen stands at which “foot
long hot dogs” were being offered at
only a dime a foot. The Gog of Jesse
James is as dead as the bandit him-
self; the new Gods are the glamor
boys and girls of the cinema. If
Tyrone Power had shown up  that
hectic hour and waved to any of 2,000
pretty, young, plain or ugly gals, he
esould have banked on at least 900 por.
cent of them making the “supreme
sacrifice” in order to appease the ap-

‘petite of their gracious, beautiful,

dark-haired God. The only reason
their virtue was left unsullied was
because their busy God didn’t have
time or inclination for them, his in-
terests being elsewhere. "After all,
even a Hollywood Je¢hovah can funie-
tion only just so many times—and



88

Questions and Answers

that sad condition prevails in a vast
world crowded with palpitating,
" breast-heaving, fluttering females in
slacks, shorts, and the most brazen,
provoking, tempting one-piece bathing
suits. A just God would turn out
more Tyrone Powers in this all-too-
prosaic world. How blundering of the
Creator to give thiy world just one
Tyrone Power to 10,000 attractive
. girls! The whole business betrays
hagte and carelessness. A child could
have done a better job there. In-
stead of making 9,999 plain, even
homely, males of the general outline
of an Irvin Cobb or an Edward G.
Robinson, he’d banish such physical
misfits from the scheme of things and
give our females a limitless supply
of maley built along the lines of a
Clark Gable, Tyrone Power, Robert
Taylor, Robert Montgomery, or Mel-
vyn Douglas. We already seem to
have enough pretty girls to go round.

Of course, such chatter would be
shocking to Jesse James had he come
on me in Pineville as I ruminated on
the twilight of the old, flea-bitten, fly-
specked, moth-eaten Gods and the
birth of the new, and more charming,
Gods of thisz happicr, healthier, saner,
more attractive generation. Jesse
James would be shocked by the whole
affair, for not only did he believe in
the Bible’s every word but he follow-
ed, in his sexual life, a regimen that
could be accepted only by a cast-iron
saint. The man would hold up a bank
and kill two or three men without
batting an eye, but he was careful
to stay away from bad, evil girls
—they were the Devil’'s own, to
be avoided like so many plague-
gtricken sinners. In the old days,
maidens worshipped their Gods; to-
day they not only worship them but
go forth frankly and openly in the
hopes of being able to “make” one of
them—for they have more than one,
the liftle Pagans. . The shrinking
nuns avow thev've married Jesus and
let it @o at that; the hussics in Pine-
ville ask for nothing movwe thar an
affair with their celestial idol. It
doesn’t have to be a lone:drawn-out
affair. A week-end would be more
than one had a right to exvect. In
a pinch, an hour wonld he O.K.
These worshippers at the shrine of
Eros are go reasonable. But most
of this yearning is in vaiw, for a

blind and unjust Creator went stingy
when he turned to the job of making
Adoniges.

deo o R

What are your comments on Father-
Michael O’Flanagan?

Father O'Flanagan, for many
years one of the important leaders
of the Irish fighters Ior freedom, is
a sincere and offective friend of de-
mocracy. American Catholic-Fageists
are spreading the report that this
tireless supporter of Loyalist Spain
is a “suspended. priest.” While it's
true that Father O’Flanagan was
“sugpended” during the Sinn Fein
campaigns, the suspension was lifted
and he is within his rights when he
speaks today as a priest and not as
an ex-priest. After years of strug-
gling for Irish independence, kather
O’Flanagan went to Spain where' he
studied the Civil War at first hand
and came away with the unalterable
conviction that Loyalist Spain was
fighting for world democracy and
against  Catholic-Fascism. During
the Summer of 1938, Father O’Flan-
agan made many speeches in the U.S.
before audiences that sought+the truth
ahout -the T.oyalists and their heroie
struggle for freedom. Father O’Flan-~
agan may be suspended again for his
new war on Fascism, but at the time
I write thig piece the hierarchy seems
to prefer to lie about the man but
do nothing in the form of direct
punishment.

Father O’Flanagan is doing sincere
American Catholics—most of whom
believe in democracy and hate Fase-
ism—a great social service in bring-
ing to them the awful picture of
Catholic-Fascism in Spain. He mnot
only fights for the Spanish Loyallsts
but urges American Catholic laymen
to stand by democracy in their own
country, even if they have to defy
the hierarchy, which, he insists, has
no right to dietate to their politieal
conscience. In one of his gpeeches
Father O’Flanagan reminded “Ameri-
can Catholics that Fascism was
spawned in the mother city of the
Church, grew up in the Catholic city
of Munich, and is now showing its
medals in the Catholic country of
Austria.”” Father O’Flanagan insists
that the Church is “helping Fascism
and getting a very bad bargain by
doing it,” aecording to an article in



E. Haldeman-Julius

89

the August 23, 1938, New Masses,
by Cora MacAlbert. Father O’Flana-
gan “thinks that the Pope is begin-
ning te realize that it is not good
sense to be on the side of Franco
when it throws him into the same
camp with Hitler and Mussolini.
.. He adds: “Catholics will get
themselves and their Church very
badly damaged if they do nut vrganize
to fight Fascism.”

Father O’Flanagan insisty that the
attitude of . American Catholies on
the Civil War in Spain “ig not as
disheartening as most of the news
would have uy believe.” He says that
all over the country, after his meet-
ings, Catholic ecommunicants “come up
to me and say, ‘Father, I'm with you,
even thoungh my pastor isn’t’ And
very many times Ameriean priests
tell me, “I am against Franco’s Fase-
ism. I wish T could come out with it,
but if T did I"d lose my job.'* This
fighting Irishman tells Catholic lay-
men and vriests that:

“A Catholic does not owe his po-
litical conscience to his priest, the
priest not to his bishon, the bishop ,
not to his cardinal} and the cardinal
not to the Pope.
remember that we, as Catholics, do
not believe the Pope to he infallible
in anything but -matters of faith,
Ile is not cven impeccabhle. The
The Catholic Bncyclopedia admits
that many of the Popes were very
bad eggs. Each and every Catholic
layman and priest must answer only
to his own conscience in his duties
a8 a citizen. And it must be a very
nasty thing indeed, to examine your
cunscience, if you support Franco’s
Faseist terror in Spain. And I say L
to all men, that a man’s manhood,
the right to follow his own con-

science, is more important than his

job!?» :

T’'ve gaid it before, and I prefer to
repeat myself: When Faseism be-
comes a pressing issue in the U.S.
we friends of Democracy and liberal-

ism will find most Catholic “laymen.

and lower priests standing bravely by
democratic ideas, What support Fasec-

ism gets in this ocountry then—as.

now-—will come from the hierarchy,

which has always been on. the side.

of black reaction and dictatorshio.
A thousand Father O’Flanagans will
snring to the defense of freedom, and
millions of Catholic laymen will stand
with Protestants, non-believers, Re-

And it is well to -

publicans, Socialists, Communists,
and the like, to protect with their

lives, if necessary, the freedom for _

which the founding fathers fought
and died. Catholic-Fascism will
shriek against its own followers, as

the hierarchy in today’s Spain blesses

Franco when his bombers spread
death and destruetion among Catholic
Loyalists. The Father Coughling will
line wp with American Fasecism, but
the O'Flanagans will meet them face
to face and challenge them to open
bathtle—a war which I'm sure they1l
win. T believe I'm justified in saying
that Catholic laymen wont knowing-
ly betray true Americanism. That
thought should ecomfort those sup-
porters of democracy who hold fears
for the future of their country. The
future isn’t dark. There are clonds
ahead, but the light of truth and
freedom can dispel them. Catholie-
Fascism won™ conqucr the world.
And the sooner the hierarchy learns
that simvle fact the bebter it'll be
for the Church., If the hierarchy re-
fuses to open its eves to guch a simple
fact its follw will eventually put it
in the vposition of running a vast
Church that’ll be devoid of eommuni-
cants. :
» e *
I would be very grateful if you were

{te glve yovur readers some comménts

on the <California recovery program,
which provides $30 every Thursday for
all past 50. I signed the petition. the
other day, after 800,000 other Cali~
fornians had put themselves on record
as supporting this plan. If you are a

true friend of social reform you will"

put your influence behind thls humani~
tarian measure, After California makes
a success of this plan the .rest of the
States can come in.

I'm afraid I won’t be able to joln
the 800.000 Californians who signed
up for $80 every Thursday for every-
one over 50 years of age. The whole
idea looks cock-eved to me, just an-
other attack of Towngsenditis, for
which Californians are world-famous.
The serewy promoters of thig crack-
brained, utopian notion cant really
be gerious. exeent in the matter of
aollectinig dnes. donations and services
from the foolish voters who are stu-
pid enough to believe that any gov-
ernment ean. for very Tone. supply
many millions of citizens with good

livings without receiving anything. in

return. A government can be used

s
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to favor a group or a small class,
but it ean’t by any kind of magie,
supply steady incomes to the masses
in general, and this case (weekly
payments to persons past 50) means
governmental support for the masses.

The panacea, or cure-all, as I un-
derstand it, provides that the State
is to issue warrants, on. which the
holders are to affix a 2¢ stamp each
Thursday, thus being enabled to use
the warrant as $1 regardless of the
fact that it has affixed only a single
2¢ stamp or the full amount. A war-
rant with even a 2¢ stamp on it is
to be accepted as $1 by the State
or county treasurers in full payment
of taxes and fees. Also, business-
men are supposed to accept the war-
rants as legal tender in the sale of
goody or serviees.

Let us suppose that a business
establishment is offering tires for
sale, which are made in Ohio. The
Ohio tire manufacturer certainly
won’t aceept California’s pension war-
rants in payment for their goods.
Theyll demand cash. So how is the
tire seller in Tos Angeles going to
remain in business very long if he
has to pay U.S. monev to his source
of suonlies in Ohio and accept from
the consumer a pieca of paper on
which a certain number of stamps
have been affixed? Such a businegs-
man would be crazy if he were to put
out many sets of tires under such
one-sided econditions. The arcument,
which T mav have over-gsimnlified, ean
be avolied to the merchants who gell
anv number of artiecles. for. needless
to sav. most of California’s goods
come in from other States.

If the scheme were voted in, Cali-
fornia would. accordine to Arthur J.
AWmever. chairman., Federal Social
Seenvity Raapd, have 4o raise about
$1 RRONOD.ONA  annuallv to keep its
citimems nast B0 smnlied with $30
every Thnrsdav. This, according to
My, AMmewver, “is four times the
Qate and local tax collections in
Malifornia in 1926.” Mr. Altmever
gavg that California, under this
scheme, wonld soon have such im-
menge amounts of warrants in eireu-
lIation that “they would soon drive
lawful money out of the State?

Just because 800,000 men and wom-
en sign pieces of paper saying they

v

are to get $30 per week it doesn’t
follow - that the government can see
to it that the money appears every
Thursday, on schedule time. If such
a scheme could be made to work
merely because enough gullible fools
thought they had a right to expect
the weekly payments, then all the
conntry would have to do is to find
perhaps 50,000,000 people (not a hard
job, by any means) to say they want
the national government to take over
the crazy pipe-dream and put it into
force for the entire country. You
can’t solve great social problems by
the mere trick of putting your name
to a petition, even when your name
is among 800,000 in a single State,

California, which is the home State
of quackery, religious-eccentrics, and
political nostrums, is running true to
form. With Townsendism practically
disposed of, the same mentality comes
forward with a new piece of political
tripe, and, judging from reports, it's
having a grar;i rg‘n.

Enclosed please find a clipping from a
newspaper. It tells how a mob of 300
Moslems staged a - demonstration Inm
front of the home of H. G, Wells in
protest against that famous author’s
writings on the Koran. Please comment.
In his “Short History of the World,”
H. G. Wells wrote that the Koran,
the Bible of the Mohammedans, *was
unworthy of its alleged divine author-
ship,” either ag literature or philos- .
ophy. Wells wrote the simple truth,
and the protestants who marched be-
fore his house shouting “Down with
the ionorant Wells” were as ignorant
as the Fundamentalists who cry. “The
Adam and Eve story is the literal
truth!”® Motammedans are as loaded
with suverstition and supernatural-
ism as the most fanatical mackeral-
snatcher. ) v ’

Do you consider the skvscraper a sound
‘business investment? T have a chance
to inveat $500 in first mortgage certifi-
cates. ‘Please tush personal renly.

No. T ‘congidér it one of the worst.
Tn previous articles T discussed sky-
scrapers as architectural monstros-
itles. On the business side. let me
call attention to the fact that very
few skvsecravers have bheen erected
since 1929, for the real estate inter-
ety have learned, at last, that the
skyseraper isn’t an economical item
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of property. Building costs are im-
mense, insurance rates are exception-
ally high, taxes are way up in the
sky, upkeep is heavy, and so on, It’s
a fact well known to the building
industry that very few skyscrapers
in the large cities pay even a modest
profit. Owners of skyscrapers have
to demand high rentals, thug driving
tenants to gmaller, cheaper buildings.
1 suggest you put your $600 in the
nearest postal savings bank. As Will
Rogers said in one of his bright mo-

‘ments, “It isn’t the return on your,

money that counts, but the return of
your money.” (The above wag sent
by personal letter to the reader who
ordered my information service, but
as the facts may be of interest and
value to many readers I'm printing
them here.) P

When President Roosevelt, in his King-

ston speech, said we could be depended,

on to defend Canada against invasion,
wasn’t he stepping beyond his consti-
tutional powers?

The President told the world that
the American people would never
stand by and permit some outside em-
pire to invade Canada. He didn't
pledge the U.S. governmeny to such &
defensive act. What President Roose-
velt meant, of course, was that the
American people would react strong-
ly against aggression in Canada, but
actual measures—including a declara-
tion of War—would have to be made
by the only body empowered to de-
clare war-—the Congress, Roosevelt
didn’t step beyond his constitutional
powers when he made his now-famous
agsertion,: Every progressive Ameri-
can can be relied on to stand by demo-
cratic Canada in case of attack by
any dictatorial power. This issue isn’t
a remote one, by any means. Im-
mense progress by the Fascists
is being made in Eastern Canada,
where the ideology of authoritarian-
ism is enjoying open support from
dictator-minded officials. The day is
fast approaching when all democratic
governments: will have to. cooperate
in order to maintain peace and resist
the encroachments of the Fasecists.
Such cooperation should include every
availablé weapon—commercial trea-
ties, boycotts of the goods and ser-
vices of totalitarian States, and,
above all, military and naval demon-

strations when the enemies of democ-
raey let loose their hoodlums.
e of R

I've read many times during recent
years about Norway’s progressive and
liberal political policies. Of late I've
noticed numerous remarks in the press
reports from Washington that our
Roosevelt liberals look up to Scandi-
navian countries becanse of their pro-
gressiveness. Can you explain where a
country like Norway got its inspiration
to forge ahead in the direction of
greater democracy, liberalism, etc.?

This is a hard question to answer,
but I believe Miss Ingrid Gaustad, of
Oslo, Norway, got pretiy close to the
truth when she discussed this mat-
ter with newspaper reporters. Re-
cently she was interviewed in St.
Paul, Minn.,. where she wag about
to begin werk on a book dealing with
Norwegian immigration, the expenses
of the task having been advanced in
the form of a Nansen Foundation fél-
lowship, It’'s Miss Gaustad’s theory
that Norway got its advanced ideas
originally “from letters sen’ back to
the old eountry by Norwegians who
had left their homeland and come to
the United States.” Miss Gaustad
claimed that “letters from Norwegian °
settlers in Minnesota and Wisconsin
telling how America is a free country,
how everybody can vote here, and how
every sort of work is respectable,
awakened political conseiousness in
the Nomegiar’lx' farmer.”

Which country has ‘the highest suicide
rate?

The last figures available for the
world are for 1930. They show that
Austria was at the top of the sui-
cide list, with a rate of 39.9 per 100,
000 population. Germany’s rate was
27.8. The U.S. rate runs at about
half of Germany’s. For 1936 our
suicide rate was 14.2 per 100,000 for
the country as a whole, though there
were wide variations in the rate from
State to State. ‘

What
“q. g'n ?

“For example” (Exempli gratia.
e (Bl i)

+
is the meaning of the letters

Is there any truth in the statement that

Negroes are less given to committing
suicide than whites?

Yes, the claim is based on sound
statistical reports. Where the suicide
rate for the country as a whole was
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14.2 per 100,000 population, in 1936,
the suicides among Negroes num-
bered only 5.1,
) Ly

L I «
Which U.S. President. lived longest?
John Adams, who reached 91,
L R

In the miovie, “Marie Antoinette,” 1
Heard one character referred to as the
“Dauphin”? What does it mean?

The word refers to the king's oldes
son. . - ]

Where does the word “fortiight” come
from?

It's a contraction of
nights:”
L

Do cats go to heaven?
Yes, they're needed to
strings for angels halg)s

“fourteen

supply

Please tell me why most prayers are
said at mght?

As théy dre messages to God, they
get cheapér rates at night. (I like
to keep my readéry iriformed on all
possible econo)xtzues)

Suppdse ohé weéréd to take all the leaves
of o large ouk and sprcad thém over
the groiund. How much area would they
coveér?

About two acres.

L
How much time did those fast ships
make in sailing from New York to San
Frariciséo around the Horn?

The fastest tmps book 89 days.

What quantlty of insectlcldes do we
use  annually in fighting insects in
homes and crops?

Aboiut 100,000,000 pourids.
#ok ke

How many square miles are there in our
{?gri’tories? How many in continental

Territories, 711,606. square miles;
continental U.S., 38,026,789 square
miles.

Is it painful to freeze fo death?
No.

Does Coca-Cola contain caffeine? Co-
caine?

Coca-Cola containg caffeine, but no
cocaine. A six-ounce “Koke” contains
4s much éaffeine as will be found in a
cup of coffee. There’s nothing partic-
ularly harmful about this, but, as the
late D, Harvey W. Wiley said in his
book, “The History of a Crime
Ag‘amst the Food Law,” the makers

of Coca-Cola should be compelled to
obey the food and drug law and de-
clare the presence of caffeine, When
Dr. Wiley, ds head of the Burean of
Chemistry of the U.S. Dept. of Agri-
culture, brought action against the
Co¢a-Cola Company for failing to
declare that its product conmtained
caffeirie, the government ordered the
deéstruction of a large quanfity of im-
pounded Coca-Cola, buf, through
some strange mﬂuence-—fwhlch I be-
lieve was the power of Coca-Cola’s
niillions—the corporation was permit-
ted to go aliead with its production
of (6ca-Cola and still refrain from
inforniing the c¢onsumers regarding
thé contents of its beverage. Mean-
while, Coca~Cola interésts had gag-

| ged the préss through immense ad-

vertising appropriations.  That left
the consumers without a friend. The
congumers alwayg get it—in the neck.
Since “The Pause that Refreshes”
contains caffeine—and the law says
such an addition should be branded
—the Coeca-<Cola Company should be
cormipelled to obey our laws. The
Coca-Cola Company made a net profit
in 1987 of $25,000,000 —out of gross
réceipts of $60,000,000-~s0 there’s
plenty of morey on hand to hire
clevér lawyers to slip it over on the
consumers and at the same time pass
wiillions of dollars in advertising
nioney to newspapers and magazines
in order to keep the truth from the
pubblic. &

- 3
Speaking favorably of dicfatorships.
Bernard Shaw says: “The point is: Do
we want to get things done, or not?”
Please comment,

That isn't the point at 'all. Shaw
ought to know that weé don’t want

the things done that dictators do right

along.,

£ *
Please recommend a good height
creaser.,

JLet me, for the 5O0th time, warn
my réadersé that all height increasers,
nose straighteners and bust develop-
ers are fakes.* -

I am an old man who has never gone
in for exercise, My riends tell me I
should take exercises if 1 warnt to live
Ionger. Pléase hand me some advice.

\I suggest you adopt the system used
by~ the late Chauncey Depew, who
lived to old age. When advised to

in-
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take Qn.soine exercises, he replied:
“I get my exercise acting as pall-
bearer to my *friezds :rho exercise.”

I am a .cigarette smoker who would like
to throw my business to union-made
brands. Can you name them for me?
The following cigarettes are union-
made: o :
Twenty Grand, Wings, Raleigh,
Spud, Kool, Avalon, Clown, Carmen,
Longfellow, Ramrod, Viceroy and
Yankee Girl.
The Big Four—Lucky Strike,
Camel, Chesterfield and 0ld Gold—are
all made in open shops in which the

workers are exploited unmercifully.|

The profits made by the Big Four
are prodigious, while the labor bill
is amazingly low. At wholesale
prices, in 1933, cigarettes brought re-
ceivty amounting to -$6317,579,000,
while the labor -bill amounted {o -the
sensationally low figure of $13,818,-
000. The Tobhacco Warkers Interna-
tional Union comments on .this out-
standing fact, as follows:

Out of every dollar, therefore,
paid by the dealers at wholesale
prices, a tiny fraction over -2 per-
cent went -to the cigarette worker.
His wages could have been doubled
without any raise in -the price of
the vroduct; and the Big Four would
.Still ‘have ‘been reaping enormous
profits. P
Think of #t! ‘The cigarette workers

who produced values (at wholesale
prices) of $637,579,000 received for
their labor a mere $18,818,000. I'm

repeating these facts becanse T want

them to sink in and be remembered
when the tohacco -capitalists velp
about having to run their  industry
in harmony with the Wages and
Hours Law. With lahor costs cut
- down to about 2 percent, we find that
the companies make immense divi-
dends. Savs the Tobaceco Workers In-
ternational Union, on this point:
From 1930 to 1934 inclusive, the
R. J. Reynolds  Comnanyv paid
[dividends1 of $30.000.000 each year.
... Por five years, four of them
bitter depression years ... R. J.
Revnolds = Tohacea  Company paid
dividends of $1.500 a vear out of the

producls of each of its workers. . . .

Let that register with you enemies

of upion labor! One company—the
R. J. Revnalds Co—alone got divi-
dends of $30,000,000 in a single year,

when all the labor in the entire cigar-
etbe industry during that year re-
ceived $13,818,000, The dividends re-
ferred to ahaove are .in addition -to
the notoriously large salaries and

| bonuses paid to executives in the
- | cigaretibe

industry. According to
Fortune Magazine, for December,
1936, George Washington Hill, presi-
dent, American Tobacco Company,
fgapjived salaries and bonusges, as fol-
ows!

1928: salary,
1929: salary, |
1930: salary, 168,000; plus
'1931: salary, 160,000; plus 891,630
1932: salary, 120,000; plus 705,607

The above doesn’t tell the -whole
story with regard -to Mr. Hill, .for
the record shows that he received, in
1930, 2 “special credit” .of .$273,470.
This made a grand_total of $1,284,-
037 for a single year. And, let me
add, this takes mno account of any
dividends Mr. Hill roceived from his
common .stock, In other words, Mr.
Hill alons received about one-tenth
as much money as went fo all the
employes in the entire cigarette in-
dustry. Mr. Hill, by the way, is one
of thase energetic and vociferons anti-
New  Dealers who ingidt that the
Wages and Hours Law will ruin the
country!

In view of these facts, isn’t it right
that cigarette smokers should switeh
their business to the smaller com-
panies that sell union-made articles?
The fair brands listed at the begin-
ning of this piece have even .their
packages printed in union shops.
Give thom your patronage. '

L

$ 75,000;

5,0 $280,203
144,500;

461,113
842,567

plus
Dlus

Time Magazine reports (August 22,
1938) .that Professor .C. E. M. Joad, of
the - University of London, is answering
the public’s questions at:$25 each. Don’t
you think .that’s an outlandish price to
ask?

It sounds unreasonable, but it may
be that Prof. Joad, specializes .in
questions dealing with philosophy,
science, and related subjeets, in whigh
case he may have to do a great deal
of research in order to give a cor-
respondent the data he seeks, Also,
I don’t know how much time he puts
on the actual writing of hig answers.
So, ‘T refuse to eriticize him for
charging $25 per question. He may
be delivering service for the money.
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By the way, let me add that Prof.
Joad is a queer combination of Free-
thinker and spookologist. He writes
and lectures for Freethought ard at
the same time writes reams of non-
sense about psychic phenomena. Per-
sons who ask his opinion on spiritual-
ism will be given liberal doses o_f
_bunk. But, to return to the fee busi-
ness, let me say that my own com-
pensation for answering questions by
personal letter—a dollar per ques-
tion—isn’t high, though I make it a
fairly consistent practice to limit my
answers to one gide of an 81%x11 sheet
of paper. I'm proud of the fact that
during August I answered 95 ques-
tions by mail, handling every request
that came for information or advice.
Some months I miss about 1 or 2 per-
cent, but August went along just
right, with every question answered.
By the way, when I fail to have the
information or advice handy, I make
refunds in the form of trade eoupons,
good for anything published in this
plant. Let me say (modesty being
thrown out the window) that I know
many of my answers are extremely
valuable to my correspondents. I
have saved them many thousands of
dollars, Literally scores have been
warned away from dubious invest-
ments, business deals, ete, Others
have béen told what to do about
health and emotional problems. I feel
1 give them real value for their
money. Of course, questions that are
intended for the columns of The
Freeman are handled without charge.
It's only when the teader wants &
hurry-up answer by rcturn mail that
he pays a small fee.
L R

Does wild asparagus grow anywhere in
the world in sufficient abundance to be
used to pasture cattle?

Yes, there are sections of the Rl_xs-
sian steppes that have so much wild
asparagus that cattle eat it like
grass. -

Have the world’s grcat scicntists regls-
tered any kind of a protest against the
way science is mistreated in Fascist
conntries?

I have given much space to scien-
tists’ reaction to brutalitarianism.
In the pdst five or-six years
have quoted many protests against
Fascism’s attitude towards sei-
ence, Recently, Nature, the dis-

| direction of democracy.

tinguished English scientific maga-
zine, contained a moving “Scientists’
Oath,” proposed by L. L. Whyte.
which I want to pass on to my read-
ers: ’ :

T am the inheritor of the tradition
of civilization which has proved
more lasting than empires. When-
ever I use the language or the prod-
ucts of science I unconsciously pay
homage to the countless men for
whom no sacrifice was too great in
the struggle to develop the human
mind and establish the truth. Toler-
.ation and freedom are the heart of
this  tradition; for individual
thought and love of truth are the
basis not only of science, but also
of justice and of civilization.

I declare my loyalty to this tra-
dition, my belief in the freedom
of the individual to develop his tal-
ents for the enrichment of the Com-
munity, and my conviction that
man’s community is now the whole
human race, within which each na-
tion must play its characteristic
part. The natural balance between
personal freedom and the proper
demands of society, which is the
life and health of civilization, is
today doubly threatened: in certain
societies by the denial of freedom
and in the democratic countries by
the irresponsibility of individuals.
In the face of this threat:

I pledge myself to use.every ope-,
portunity for action to uphold the
great tradition of civilization, to
protect all those who may suffer for
its sake, and to pass it on to the
coming generations, I recognize no
loyalty greater than that to the
task of preserving truth, toleration
:nd justice in the coming world or-

or,

The New Republie, which reprint-
ed the above oath, invites individuals
and sodieties “to affirm their adher-
ence everywhere, regardless of forms
dorse such a suggestion.  It’s sheer
blindness to think that science is sci-
ence everywhere, regardless of forms
of government. There's all the dif-
ference in -the world between seience
in deoent eonmtriag like the Unitod
States, Britain, France, the Soviet
Union, and other. countries that are
democratic or at least working in the
In Fascist
cduntries scientists are gagged and

I|enslaved; they are mere puppets of

the militarists. They are suppoged to
sanction every false assumption pro-
posed by the dictators, among others
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being the poisonous lies they serve
up in support of intolerance, racial
persecution, and group spoliation. In
truly democratic countries scientists
are free to search out the truth.
They are expected to track down lies
and expose them. Scientists are free
only in democratic countries. That’s
one of the gkgies*of gemwcracy.

Kindly give me some authoritative fig-
ures dealing -with the movie industry-—
attendance, investment, costs, etc.

The Intornational Motion Picture
Almanac, issued yearly. by Martin
Quigley, released an edition in-Au-
gust, 1938, from which I take the
following facts: )
Weekly U.S. attendance 83,000,000 to

' ) 88,000,000
Weekly world attendance .. 220,000,000
Cost of U.S, 1937-38 pro-

duction ,.....v000eneess $135,000,000
Average U.S. admission price ...... 22¢
Hollywood payroll $86,000,000
Total U.S. theaters .........u0.. 17,541
Total U.S. inv&:ztment * . $2,000,000,000

1
What’s your notion about the Pegler-
Bufano controversy?

Benjamin Bufano is at work on an
immense statue of St. Franeis of
Assissi, which is to be erected in San
Franciseco. Bufano, let me say in
passing, is the man who created the
buffalo on ocur buffalo nickel, a right
nice piece of work, if I'm any judge
(and I'm not, of course), but the
pictures I've seen of his St. Francis
gives me a pain in a private part of
my anatomy. This Bufano, by the
way, is the same fellow I wrote about

recently, telling how he spent days

in one of Mussolini’s jails because he
was caught red-handed with. a batch
of Little Blue Books. This alone
ought to make me take Bufano’s side
in his argument with Westbrook Peg-
ler, the pugnacious and energetic
columnist. But I can’t work myself
into any gort of a lather defending
a gtatue that looks to me as though
it wag carved out of a bar of Ivory
Soap. Pegler’s right. The statue
should be sent to the junkyard. San
Francisco’s too beautiful to be spoiled
by sneh a monstrosity. The New Re-
publie, which also takes Pegler’s side,
tells why the statue is lousy, as fol-
lows:" ‘
“The statue, with both arms aloft,
violates the most elementary of all ..
the rules of art, that you must not

portray an immobile figure in a
position which would cause great
anguish if sustained for more than
a few minutes. And in any case, the
last thing San Francisco mneeds is a
gigantic statue, which ~ would be
dwarfed by its two vast bridges.
We hope that the project wiil be
treated as somebody’s far from hap-
py thought and that no more will
© be heard of it.”

With Pegler, The New Republic
and Haldeman-Julius all lined up to-
gether, it looks like a great day for
san Francisco.

K 2K 2N
What’s your opinion of these quiz pro-
grams that are all the rage?

There’s no doubting the fact that
the American people like information
quizzes that are presented in question-
and-answer form. 1 see that even
movie theaters are giving over a part
of a night each week to questions put

'by a master of cercmonies and an-

swers by persons in the audience.
But let’s face the simple truth that
the sponsors of these quizzes are care-
ful to see to it that important ques-
tions on politics, economies, unionism,
Fascism, democracy, clericalism, to-
tabitarian aggression, and the  like,
are dropped like hot coals. The trick
is to dissipate the interest in infor-
mation by drawing the public’s mind
to silly, superficial, or frivolous ques-
tions. As editor of a questions-and-
answers publication—the first to turn
his entire paper to such a policy in
the history of American jotrnalism
—I.can say that the American peo-
ple are deeply interested in informa-
tion, but prefer discussions on ques-, -
tions that have gome meaning in these
hectic days of social refoim, brutali-
tarianism, undeclared wars, bombing
of civilians, Catholic-Fascism, Free-
thought, labor’s growing power in
free countries, and so forth. Ques-
tions that are important are suppress-
ed in the. radio and movie theater
programs. Even the program con-
dudted by Clifton Fadiman, every
Tuesday night, under the name of
“Information Please,” aims at super-
ficial entertainment more than gound
information. The other night I heard
three celebrities worry their heads
over idiotic limericks, and when
Franklin P. Adams supplied the last
line to geveral—right out of his head
—Mr. Fadiman éxpressed amazement
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and wondered if the man was really
human after all. A minute or two
could be wasted on such trivial mat-
ters, and no one would object—not
even serious-mindeéd studentg of af-
fairs, for all of us like our moments
of play and nonsense—but when such
foolishness is made the main subject
of a program one ig forced to the
conclusion that the quiz crazy is being
corrupted by persons who want to
keep the public from trying their
brains on questions that mean some-
thing in these exciting, world-moving
times. At a mwovie in a nearby town,
I listened for & half hour while a
questioner poured out a stream of
questiong to his audiénce. He went
in fo¥ questions like these: “Finish
the proverb, ‘People who live in glass
houses’” “Who is the Bard of
Avon?’ “How far can a person run
into a woods?”  “How long is a piece
of sbring?’ These were the little $2
questions, for which he paid on'the
spot. When he came to the “biggies,”
for which he pdid $25 for the correct
angwers; he avoided even the danger
of a cash settlement by asking ques-
tions like these: “What was the date
of. George Washington’s inaugura-
tion?” Or, “How many people came
over on the Mayflower’s first trip to
Neéw England?’ Not one person in a
million, eveir among the informed,
should bé expected to answer ques-
tions like these right out of his head.
Only a4 freak could answer such a
question, angd there are few such
freaks in the world.. By the way,
these ‘“biggies”’ sren’t directed at the
' &ntive audience—they ate hurled at
geleoted individual, which means the
chances for Winning the $26 award
figure out &t aboul 1 in 10,000,000.
Arother quiz program camé over the
other night as I listened to my radio
—I take in a program now and then
sitice I put a tiny set near my desk
in the office at the plant—and this
time we were asked to listen to three
married couples asking one another
questions. Here are a few that were
put in all geriousness and were ex-
pected to enteftain or inberest the
nation’s adult, intelligent people:
“What dig your little brother do and
gdy the day I proposed to you?”’
“What happened of importance the
day we got married, besides our own
martiags?” (The answer: The Red

Sox opened their season.) “On what
day of the week were you born?”
¢The wife knew the date but couldn’t
name the day, so ghe lost to her wise
husband, who produced a page from
the World Almanae to prove that it
happened on & Thursday.) And so
on, for a tedious, dull, childish half
hour. I make the dssertion that if
any really important questions were
asked— along the lines of many
handled regularly in The American
Freeman—the radio company would
cut off the facilities of the system. 1
repeat the fact that I like my bits of
nonsense—I scatter pieces of foolish-
nes$ in my columns, just for the fun
of the thing—but I follow a policy of
giving the overwhelming -bulk of my
space to questions that mean some-
thing to the present generation,
questions that touch on controversial
subjects and delve into them witheut
fear of offending religious powers,
économic royalists, Catholic-Fadscists,
Nazis, anti-Semites of the caliber of
a Rev. Winrod or a Father Cough-
lin, and that sort of thing. I insist
that such questions are of great read-
er-interest. My correspondence proves
this assertion. The American public
is guiz-conscious, but the people in
control of our radios and other means
of communieation prefer to keep that
interest centered on infantile, weak
topics. Wherever we turn we see how
the powers that be work together to
keep the people from discussing or
debating  important public issues.
They succeed too frequently, but
there are still some editors who aren’t
afraid to call them and who are free
of their influence through their ex-
pensive advertising. The quiz craze
would be all to the good if the rc-
actionary interests werent in a posi-
tion to shunt the discussiony into
blind alleys.

After writing the above I turned
to look at the August 29, 1938, issue
of Life, and came on three pages of
pictures and text, entitleq ‘“Life Goes
to a Broadeast of ‘Information
Please,” in which this quiz program
ig treated in the hushed notes of hero
worship, but instead of being impress-
ed T found confirmation of everything
I said about the program. As though
to give proof of the tremendous in-
tellectuality of Mr. Fadiman’s “ex-

 perts,” Life gives space to some of
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the questions, from which I want to
quote a few—questions about on a
par with the examples listed above.
Here they are: )

1. Who were the first diet en-
thusiasts; according to Mother Goose
Rhymes?

2. Answer four of the following
questions on Alice in Wonderland:
a) Why did the Whiting want the
snail to walk a little faster? b)
Why was it that the shoes of the
little oysters were so clean and neat?
¢) About what kind of soup did the
mock turtle ging? d) What subjects
were taught in the school of the
sea? e) What was the name of the
cat that witnessed Alice’s trip
through the looking glass? .

3. How many baseball players
were on base when Casey struck
out? )

4. Can you name two of the five
famous persons who were born on
the day of May 28th?

5. What sextet sang their way to
fame recently? )

(Knowing my readers will want
to know the answers, I join in the
jamboree just to entertain my pious
friends and keep their minds . off
more weighty matters: 1. Jack
Sprat and his wife. 2. a) “There’s
a porpoise right behind me ond he’s
treading on my tail.” b) Because
they hadn’t any feet. c¢) “Soup of
the evening, beautiful soup.” d)
“Reeling and writhing and drawl-
ing.” e) Dinah, 3. Two. 4. Dionne
"quintuplets. 5. The Seven Dwarfs,
because Dopey, of course, could hot

sing.
*

How many oranges does California pro-
duce annually?

8,000,000,000,

L I S .
Which is the most hunted fish in the
world?

The herring. It’s man’s most im-
portant food fzx?h. "

Please tell me something ahout the
Youth Hostels Movement,

The youth hostels movement, which
%ot its start in Burope, is making
eadway in this country, especially
along the Atlantic seaboard. Re-
cently, I heard the movement invaded
the Chieago distriet and a few other
sections of the Middle West, East of
the Mississippi. It’s only a matter of
time before it covers the nation. The
plan is very simple. It provides good
facilities for young hikers and cyel-
ists, Trails are laid out, with ap-

proved farmhouses and town resi-
dences serving as' stopping places.
Each approved place is given a small
sign, which tells passing members of
the youth hostels movement that they -
can get good, clean overnight lodging
for only 25e, with the privilege of
cooking their breakfast at no extra
cost.
L

Will you explain' how it is that every
time Hitler puts one of lis policies to
a popular vote he gets such an overs
whelming majority? :

Dictators always arrange to have
their “elections” result in almost
unanimous endorsement of their re-
gimes. They do this by controlling all
forms of communication—the press,
meeting halls, discussion, and now,
the movies and radio. Opposition is
outlawed. That leaves the voters
nothing to do but vote “yes.” It’s an
old story. Go back to that great dic-
tator, Napoleon, and study his elec-
tion figures, and what do you find?
The people—permitted to hear only
his side—voted thig way in Napoleon’s
“elections”:

1799—-3,090,445 to
1802—3,568,885 to
1804~3,572,329 to 2,579.

The dictators’ bag of tricks never

change, Even Napoleon’s instruections
to Fouche, his chief of security, sound
a lot like the way dictators’ censors.
work today, as follows:
~ “Repress the journals a little;
make them print wholesome arti-
cles. Let them comprehend . . . that
the era of revolution is closed, that
there is now but one party, and
that I shall never suffer the jour-
nals to say or do anything contrary
to my interests.”

The only word Hitler or Mussolini
would omit in the above is “little”
in the first sentence. A Fascist cen-
sor represses the press a whole lot,
not merely a little. Otherwise, what
Napoleon said he wanted from the
press goes for Fageism and Nazism.
There’s nothing new about Fascism.
The only change is the faet that a
few new words have been thrown into
the vocabulary ofé;rwgl.i(l;ariamism.

1,502,
8,378.

Why are Freeman issues dated so far
ahead? I got the November issue early
in September,

The - Freeman is issued ‘about 60
days ahead of time because of the

-
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fact that it’s a one-man paper. I do
all the editorial work myself, with-
out the help of even a stenographer,
_ and, incidentally, without any kind of
saldary, If I were to get sick or in
sonre sort of an accident I'd be in a
jam for fair, if the paper were re-
leased later than iy the practice now.
Publications with large editorial
staffs can mail, let us say, the Novem-
ber issue in. October, knowing there’ll
be plenty of help available to get
out subsequent issues on time, but in
my case if I don’t do the job it simply
won’t. be done, so I give myself this
extra time as a kind of insurance.
This doesn’t. have any effect on the
editorial contents of the paper. I date
items that have to be identified with
dates, giving day, month and year,
so there’s no reason for confusion of
any kind, I never speak of something
having happened ‘“‘this month” or
“lagt month,” and the like, but give
the real dates, when such information
is needed to make the piece stand up.
A periodical must be issued regular-
ly in order to enjoy the post office’s
second class privilege. If I were to
miss a couple of issues the paper
would be denieq -its second clags en-

try, a calamity that would end in the

paper’s suspension. By dating the
paper ahead two months I minimize
this danger, for, if everything goes
right, I ought to be able to recover
from some unforeseen illness and get
back into harness without jeopardiz-
ing the paper’s existence. I've made
this explanation a dozen times in the
past, but many readers insist on writ-
ing letters of astonishment, demand-
ing why I'm doing what I'm doing.
It all sounds as though I was caught
in the aet of deceiving my pious read-
ers. They’re getting what I promised

12 issues per year, so what’s the

difference if I find good reasons for
bringing the paper out a little aheq.d
of the usual time? I hope this will
stop such lxe’cte;'s fgr a& least 10 days.

How does the U.S. compare with the rest
of the world in the production of im-
portant commaodities?

The productivity of the U.S.—
which has only 6 percent of the
world’s population and less than one-
tenth of the world’s land area—is
staggeringly large. Take that'intal,
a}]-imjwrt‘anrt article, * ofl, without

which the mechanized world is help-
less. The U.S. produces 59 percent
of the world’s oil. The U.S. also
produces 42 percent of the world’s
cotton, 18 percent of its wheat, 41
percent of itg steel, and 37 percent of
ity coal. Roughly, the U.S. produces
40 percent of the world’s wealth. This
showing is staggering, but we
shouldn’t blind ourselves to the fact
that the social order under which this
wealth is turned out is unjust to the
masses of workers and farmers. Be-
cause we tolerate the capitalist sys-
tem—which means the private owner-
ship of the essential means of produc-
tion, distribution and exchange—we
find that the world’s richest country
permity only 13 percent of the popu-
lation to own 90 percent of the
wealth. Government figures prove
that 87 percent of the people own
only 10 percent of the country’s
wealth. We’re a tremendously rich
country, but not for the people. It's
a case of enormous riches for the
benefits of the few. These conditions
justify Socialists in insisting that the -
people remedy our economic inequai-
ities by instituting a system in which
the large-scale industries will be own-
ed by the people. The old Socialist
slogan, “Let the nation own the
trusts,” is still valid. The trouble
with our capitalistic civilization is
that it’s based on economic dictator-
ship. What makes life endurable in
a country afflicted with such an eco-
nomic system is the fact that the
masses are fortunate in being blessed
with political democracy, They have
the political power to change the so-
cial order through the ballot, without
having to resort to violence. This
political democracy is what enables us
to vote for the candidate and policies
of our choice, to talk as we see fit,
to print our opinions, to hold meet-
ings, and in other ways act like free,
American citizens, That’s a wonder-
ful improvement on countries like
Germany, Italy and Japan, where the
people not only have to endure eco-
nomic tyranny but are denied all
political rights. The fact that we have
political democracy means that we
hold in our hands the instruments
that ean, if properly used, inaugurate
a system based on economic demoe-
racy. We den’t have to tolerate eco-
nomic authoritarianism if we would
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have a mind to make intelligent, con-
© structive use of our polilical rights.
Political  democracy alone isn't
enough. It must be the foundation-
stone of industrial democracy. Mean-
while, we must be on the alert to keep
the Fascists from destroying our de-
mocracies, and through such aggres-
sign depriving us of all lhe benefits
of democracy. Progressives must be
on guand. They must ficht Fascism
by strengthening political democracy,
and later they must vote in a social
order that establishes the right to
put democracy into the mines,
mills and factories. That's the road
to a free world. The other road—
Fagcism—is the way to slavery of
mind and bhady. PR

The September 1, 1938, issue of my
daily paper contains a Believe-It-or-Not
in which Robert L, Ripley telle about a
couple that was married 147 years., Do
you believe it?

Rubbish. Ripley should be ashamed
to give publicity to such nonsense,
His cartoon claims that Sarah and
John Rovin, of Stadova, Hungary,
lived togelher for 147 years., He adds
that John lived 172 yearg and that
Sarah lasted 164 years. Their young-
est son lived 116 vears, says Ripley.
The data was supposed to have been
compiled in 1725, As many of my
readers know, I've written several
pieces on this question of longevity,
in which I expressed the most ex-
treme skepticism regarding yargs
about people living well over a cen-
tury, and some approaching the sec-
ond century. I I may repeat myself,
let me say that these stories usually
come frum remote places, where poor
recordg are kept, so that it's easy for
oldsters -with vivid imaginations to
pile on the years after they approach
or pasy the century miark. I've also
eallegd attention to the fact that our
insurance company actuaries are the
best auvhorities on all aspects of
longevity, for it’s their specialty, and
one in which they have to be experts
in order to hold their important vosi-
tions. All insurance eompanies agree
that stories like the one told by Rip-
lev is the bunk, Here’s what they
claim, in ‘brief: During the past cen-
turv and a half they’ve written hun-
dreds of millions of policles, and the
highest figure they can produce, in the

matter’ of longevity, is 106 years.

When accurale records are available
—and it’s their job to see to it that
the records are straight—the top
limit, for all time, is 106 years., Id
rather believe these experts than put
my .trust in Ripleyesque sensational-
ism. The ereator of Believe-Tt-or-Noé
shorul‘d stick Lo his three-legged horses,
two headed calves, dogs that have
hearts outlined on their heads, arm-
less paperhangers, two-foot euncum-
bers, eight-fingered fiddlers, and the
rest of Ripley’i chgd:islzx‘ bag -of tricks.

Please explain why you write 8o many
articles in suppert of socialized medi-
cine?

Let me say, first of all, that I am
not opposed to private medicine. I
have always taken a middle position
on the question of socialized medi-
cine, urging that this country can sup-
port beth methods—private medicine
for those who can afford to pay the
bills; "socialized medicine for the great

.masses -who can’t afford to meet doc-

tors’ bills-and therefore must go with-
out life-saving services.

The facts show beyond argument
that Hlness and death inerease as the
ineome of the masses go down, As
the need for medical attention grows
s presence becomes raver and rarer.
That’s the real veason why a system
of nationalized health insurance is a
great public need -which must be met
as -soon -as possible. Government
statisties show that ““for the 10 most
deadly diseases, the deathrate is -al-
most twice as high among the un-
skilled workers -as among profcssionsl
workers. For seven of these, there is
a steady increase in deathrates as in-
come -goes down.”

An Associated Press dispatch from
Washington, B.C., August 29, 1938,
quotes the U.S. Public Health .Ser-
vice’s estimate that “if -all unemploy-
ed workers were.called back 0 work
suddenly, .at least 350,000 coyld not
report beeause of illness.” The same
report says that preliminary surveys
in -eight. of 83 cities showed illness is
“more than twiee as prevalent among

‘unemployed -as among the employed.”

From another -source I learn that
Hthe gross sickness and mortality
rates of the poor of cur large cities
are .ag high ‘today as they were for
the nation .as.a whole 50 years ago.”



100

s

Questions and Answers

 Ahother faet' to give some thought

to is this: over 40 percent (1,338) of
the counties in this/country “do 310t
contain a registered general hospital
to serve their total of 17,000,000 peo-
ple.” . According to data surppl‘ied.by
the Technical Committee on Medical
Care:

“Preventive health services for
the nation as ‘a whole are grosgly
insufficient. Hospital and other in-
stitutional facilities -are inadegquate
in many communities, especially in
rural areas. ... One third of the
population, including persons with
or without income, is receiving in-
adequate or no medical service. An
even larger fraction of the popula-
tion suffers from economic burdens
created by illness.” "

The statement was made at the
National Health Conference, in Wash‘-
ington, D.C., in July, 1938, that “there
are counties in the United States

where for a five-year period there
were no maternal deaths; there are
others where the maternal deathrate
is more than 200 for each 10,000 chil-
dren born.”

In the face of sueh facts—and there
are many more which I, have at hand
but can’t quote for lack of space—
it’s plain that we have a great social
duty to perform in meeting the
needs of the sick poor. It can be d9ne
only through fovgnm’xe‘n-tal agencies.

Have you ever commented on the favor-
ite argument of Hitler and many of his
followers that Fascism or Nazism was
necessary in order to prevent the spread
of .Communism, especially in Germany?
1 have written on this théme dogens
of times, as my volumes of questions
and answers show. One time I gave
the actual election figureg in the last
free German e’l‘ection,} and showed .be-
yond dispute that ‘the Communists
polled only 15 percent of the total
votes cast, thus proving that at thﬁ
time Bolshevism was “threatening
to engulf the German Republic t.he
official figures showed a Communist
following that was still a small mi-
nority. This fact doesn’t halt Faseists
when they tear loose on the Ctzm-
munist line. One day hhey’rg, gaving
the world from the Communists; 13119
next day they’re saving human.lty
from the Jews—both arguments being
nothing more than red herrings.
A member of the Tascist Parlia-

ment, Signor Pavolini, is quoted in
The Living Age to prove that it’s
Fascigsm - that seeks to capture the
world, not Communism. Here are his
actual words:

“The true difference between Bol-
shevism arid Fascism consists chief-
ly in this. that the Rnssian experi-
ment does not make proselytes and
does not extend beyond its from-
tiers, After more than 20 years, no
other ecnuniry has turned Bolshevist.
Fascism, on the contrary, is becom-
ing wuniversal. Today, 150,000,000/
men lve in authoritarian and totali-
tarian states, The German Third
Reich was a derivative of Fascism;

and partially Fascist are Japan, Tur~

key, Portugal, Lithuania, Latvia,

Hungary, Poland and Greece.”

. With Fascists in high official posi-
tions talking like that, what does it
make Hitler out when he keeps re-
peating that the purpose of Fascism
is to stop Communism? Ag The New
Republic .says, Signor Pavolini. has
spilled the beans. Yes, the donger is
Fageism, not Communism. We must
never permit ourselves to be confused
reparding the real issue facing elviii-
zation. "

3
Editor, The American Freeman:

I have been reading your publications
for many years and have discovered that
vou are the only radical writer who is
not opposed to organized medicine. In
fact, I was often impressed with vour
proper insight in replying to medical
questions, and wondered how you had
#cquired that medical approach and re-
sponse, which only doctors can have
due to their medical training.

Most liberal or radical writers have
opposed organized medicine. Many
vears azo, Frank Harrts, fn his Pearson’s
Magazine, fought in behalf of the now
diseredited Dr., Albert Abrams, of Cali-
fornia. At the time he was fulminating
against the American Medical Associa-

tion for its selfish, conservative policles,:

many other writers were doing the same

Jin less colorful laneuare, but in no less

uncertain terms. No doubt all radicals
reading Harris agreed with him. Had
T not heen a physician, 1 might have
agreed with him. But T knew bhetter.

Remember that “oreranived medicine”
is  organized for

ever. Had there been such. T am con-
fident that dectors would not be giving
their services free in the clinies and
hosvital wards. Doctors mnst pav for
evervthine they need in this caplitalist
system. They paid dearly in money and

3 sclentific purposes.:
There is no economic organization what-

/
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hard study to obtain their medical de-
grees. How can they survive economics
?lly, if there are so many forces agitat-
ing against the private practice of medi-
cine, in a syistem which is still capital~
istic? If it is logical to socialize medi-
cine because of K the medical needs of
the economically “underprivxleged ** (the
new respectable but hypoeritical word
for the poor) isn’t it more logical to
to wsocialize all industry, so that the
people may first benefit economically?
New York City B. G. LIPTON, M.D.

(Ediior’s note: I’m afrald Dr. Lipton
over-simplifies my position in the abave
letter. I have never supported the eco-
nomic program of the AM.A, because
it has long been my position that social-
ized medicine is a reform seriously
needed in this country, where the poor
are deprived of adequate medical ser-
vices. I acecept medical science—and
here I grant that the A.M.A. is the
world’s highest body devoted to medical
science—but I -oppose medical econom-
ics. I 'have, on several occasions, told
my readers that I can’t see eye to eye
with Dr. Morris Fishbein, editor, Jour-
nal of the American Medical Associa-
. tion, in his attacks on the plan to pro-
vxde the poor with health insurance.
Medical individualism is bad for the
country, and the President is wight in
supporting the clements which seek to
socialize this important branch of 'sci-
ence, I have, in my previous articles,
said that I never favored complete so-
cialization of thce profcssion of medicine.
I suggested many times—and still hold
to the view—that we have room in this
country for individual medical practice
and socialized medicine at one and the
same time. Both methods can be used,
with genuine benefit to the country,
thus leaving the moneyed elements to
employ the services of individual doc-
tors of their choice and giving the 'poor
the right to governmental facilities with
a view to raising the nation’s health
standards. Dr. Fishbein’s reactionary

position is doing organized medicine un- .

told harm. Its attempts to compel medi-
cal doctors to refuse their services to
cooperatives are serious missteps that
will take many years toiretrace. I ad-
mire orgnized medicine for its intelli-
gent exposures of guackery, for its re-
search 1n medical sclence, and fur its
higher eduncational standards in our
schools of medicine, buf, let me repeat,
I reject in toto its backward and un-
humanitarian stand on medical eco-
homics.
U.8, Dr. Parran, states my, case, as
follows: “All the Deople, rich’ and paor,
now demand a minimum health “protec-
tion as a right.” However, m glad to
be able to say that Dr. Fishbein’s medi-

The Surgeon General of the

cal economics aren’t acceptable to the
entire profession. The recent manifesto
signed by 430 physicians, in which they
endorsed the principle of socialized
medicine, represents a position which
I feel will, before long, be the accepted
policy of the entire American Medical
Association. I repeat their words: “The
health of the people is a direct concern
of the governm;nt.’:;

*
Do men and women commit suicide at
about the same rate?

No. Men are more given to suieide,
the rate being threc male suicides to
one female.

. I B
Is there anything. to the saying - that
August is the “suicide month”?

No. May is the peak suicide month.
There are more suicides in the Winter
than Summer. i

e ¥

Where does the U.S, government stare,
1ts gilver?

In a vanlt—252 feet long, 166 feet
wide “and 22 feet high—at West
Point, N.Y.

LR

How much does the U.S. government’s
silver weigh in tons?
About 75,000 tons.
L

How much mure of a load will the
average steam locomotive of 1938 pull;
how much did the engines of 50 years
ago pull?

The 1938 steam locomotive can pull
an average train load of 4,000 tons,
as against 750 tons in 1888

L 4
What percent of U.S. locomotives are
electric? ,

2 percent. *'

What is the horsepower of the average
locomotive in the U.S.?

Freight locomotives today have an -
average of 6,000 horsepuwer; in 1904
they hag 1,036 horsepower. Passenger
locomotives in 1938 have an average
of 3;200. horsepower, as against 522
in 1895. *

Editor, The American Freeman:

I nolice you have several times refcr-
red to Henry Ford’s man, W. J.” Cam-
eron, a sky-pilot.

Cameron has always been a newspa-
perman, I- think. He was hired from
The Detroit News, along with Pipp and
Bradner, to run Ford’s The Dearborn
Independent. Pipp was an. ex-managing
editor of the News ‘and Cameron was
a staff writer. The News used him on
special assignments. Once, I remember,
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he was sent to Wasliington for a series
of special articles which they later pub-
lished in pamphlet form. After almost
all these assignments Cameron would
disappear for periods of a month or so,
and when he turned up it would develop
he had been on a “bat.”
Detroit, Mich, A. L. DAY
(detors Note: The fact that Ford’s
Man Friday wrote for newspapers and
magazines doesn’t alter the fact that
(according to Who’s Who) he  started
out- as a clergyman, and followed that
sacred, divine calling for some years
before becoming a writer for newspa-
pers and, later, editor of Ford’s anti-
Semitic Dearbom Independent, one of
the most vicious, lying, dishonest maga-
zines ever published. The Rev. Cameron
never was at & Ioss to think up new
canards: about the targets of his race-
-baiting. The Rev. Cameron was the fore-
runner of The Rev. Winrod and the un-

speakable Julius. Stréicher, The Rev.
Cameron and Ford sowed the poison,
that has done irreparable injury to an’
innocent, helplf;s r:\x‘monty)

What’s your opinion of swing music?
It reminds me of a collision be-
tween a truckload of empty milk ecans
and a car filled with duecks.
LA G

IIave you ever published a bouk on the
A B Cs of lovemaking?

Yes, but it didn’t go so well, be-
cause the customers were more inter-
ested in the zz(. Y*Z’.s.

How do you explain the heavy slump
in movie attendance?

Too many bad pictures.
* R R

How fast does our hair grow?
On the average, about s half inch
per month,
LR

Jow many letters do we send by air
mail yearly?
500,000,000,
L 3
How manty persons do the au'plane fac-
tories employ in the
36,000,

How many airfields have we?
About 2,300,
L T

Who puts up the money for the press?

Ken, September 22, 1938, quotes an
unnamed Seripps-Howard expert, who
reported that “an analysis of rev-
enues of newspapers in the 100,000
cireulation class, showed an average
of 66.2 g)encent wags advertising re-
ceipts, 29 percent circulation income,

5 percent from other sources.” The
average newspaper has a deep respect
for the opinions and prejudices of
the interests which shoot the most
money into the front office,
L CE

Recently I came on the statement that
Germany iz a Dionysian nation, while
France is Apollonian, What does this
mean?

Michael Demiashkevich, in his book,
“The National Mind,” first voiced this
opinion, by which he meant that the
Germang are a nation governed by
their emotions and intuitions instead
of their reason, The French, on the
other hand, are the opposite, being
logical and rationalistic. He also
said that the British are a blend of
both. Just how correct our author
with the big, unpronounceable name
is I can’t say. It’s hard to character-
ize an entire people, However, there’s
no doubt his description of the Ger-
mang certainly is true when applied
to head Nazis like Hitler, Goebbels
and Goering. France, on the other

‘hand, has plenty of mystics and fa-

natics, but French culture—its think-
ing, literature and philosophy—al-
ways has been oppos»ecf to irrational-
ism, It's outstanding leaders of
thought and literature, for three cen-
turics,have, in the main, been kcen
Rationalists, French culture and
skepticism have been synonymous for
numerous generations. If we were to
judge Britain by its literature—and
there’s no doubt about its world su-
periority—we would have-to conelude
the English were a practical people,
with their feet on solid ground and
with a gusty appreciation for the
world, people, the body, and food.
They are 1mmense1y curious abouf
life, which is a sign of superior in-
telligence, the foundation ons which
the scientific spirit builds, Add. to
this a great appreciation for nature
and artistic beauty, espeeially in
poetry. Shakespeare not only was as
practical as a filling station operator,
but he was as ecstatic ag any young
poet who suddenly found himself in
bed with Venus come to lifc and
anxious to do something about it.
They are, in truth, a combination of
roast beef' and the fuzz off a fairy’s
wings—if I may indulge in my own
notion of what constitufes.a poetical
outburst, That’s the gstonishing thing

!



E. Haldeman-Julius

103

about the British, as expressed in
their culture—poets intoxicated with
beauty and wedded to earthy, wind-
breaking Falstaffs, They both do and
dream. What a list—Chaucer, Shake-
speare, Marlowe, Johnson, Pope, Dry-
den, Addison,. Steele, Swift, Sterne,
Gibbon, Hume, Locke, Mill, Macaulay,
Keats, Byron, Shelley, Swinburne,
Davwm uxley, Dickens, Thackeray,
Hardy, Wilde, and the rest of the
makers of that puzzling thing known
as the English spirit. There’s less of
French culture, but what there is of
it stands with the best produced in
England or anywhere else. Ag for in-
tellectual courage, give me the
French. Their great leaders—from
Rabelais, Montaigne, Moliere to Vol-
taire, Baron d’Holbach, Diderot,
Hugo, Zola, France, and a half doz-
en others, were not only great figures
in thou 1:%h‘c and literature, but fight-
ers in the liberation war of mankind.
French culture has been two-gouled—
emotional love of freedom and justice;
witty, bright, sparkling master of
Rationalism. But ity emotionalism
has always been tempered by reason.
French culture always knew how to
smile. “Jesus wept; Voltaire smiled,”
said Hugo, in one of his orations.
When Hitler smiles, he looks asinine,
as all humorless mon look when they
break into a vacant smirk., British
and French ‘culture have always
smiled, beeause their geniuses have all
been humorists—from Shakespeare
to Shaw; from Moliere and Voltaire
to Anatole France. Hitler, the hu-
morless one, takes away Germany’s
butter and says he has something
better to offer his vaSS)al;s-—acannon.
No French or British leader could
ever get away with bunk like that
Hitler destroyg truth and brings in its
place glory; he murders justiee and
conjures into life the slogans of con-
quest; he adulterates bread and tells
his dupes to take as a better substi-
tute the heroism of sacrifice; he
burny books and offers hims«el:t‘ to
take the place of the .cultures he
could never understand and always
hated: he gtrikes down a Heine and
elevates a Julius Streicher: he en-
slaves thought and woélrships blood: he
turns librarieg into mausoleums. Hit-
ler is the fanatical mystic brought
to pass judgment on things of iron,
conerete, bricks, books, pictures, mus-

ic, and thought. He has_destroyed a
eivilization and idolized the wvacuum
that is his own mind. He ig Al Ca-~
pone turned out of Alcatraz and put
into the White House. He would re-
deem the world by burning its treas-
ures. The humorless one sbtoops to
conquer. The tragxc thing about be-
ing humorless ig the fact that intel-
Hgent, witty, logical, rationalistic
men and women know the uselessness
of even discussing with him the things
that should be in order to make life
worth llvmg The hoodlum with
blackjack in hand never argues; he
demands. The mighty hoodlum of
Germany is knocking at the doors of
the world and demanding loot. The
world daren’t surrender, for that
would mean suicide. The logie
France and the practicableness of
the English will meet this great emo-
tionalist and intuitionist. where only
one language is understood—Iorce.
L

“Pm still not finished with Isaac
Goldberg’s “‘Music for . Everyman’ but
I keep emncountering so manmy refreshing
allusions to warious things besides just
music that it seems the man is aliwe
and talking to me; it’s hard to realize
that he is actually dead. T'm amazed
beyond words to hear that yom never
nersohally met him. That goes to show
how uncivilized the world is; we actual-
ly haven’t time, each laboring strenu-
ously in his restricted field, to learn to
know and appreciate each othgr as hu-
man beings.”-—Reader.

o+

“When I saw that first autobiograph- -
ical sketch of yours I had the same
thought as Ysaac Goldberg: vou should
do it in full. Now that T read that other
one about your father and the rest of
the family T am convinced that unless
it is done, the world will have missed a
moving contribution fo its literary
treasures. This last article is filled with
homely pathos. And 1 am deeply grati-
fied to realize that you, for one, got
out of the *time-wasting, boring, fation-
ing tasks’ But as long as Cavitalism
lasts the ninety and nine of us will ndt,
and ecan not¥— 0. A 1., Ma.

L R
Bditer, ‘The Ameriean Freeman:

Sinece the Rev. Gerald B. Winrod's
defeat I saw a wireular letter from him
to a Defender reader. Im it he asrribes
his defeat to the workings .of the “Jew-
ish plot.” The Jews, he savs, nractically
coerced Mr. William Allen ‘White into
Aeing their bidding, He doesnt mame
‘Mr. White. however, and refers to him
enly as “a certain publisher” Like-
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wise, in one of his veiled allusions, he
refers to yon as “a puhlisher whom vou
would know instantly if I should name
him.” (I should hope we would.) The
pastors whe ganged up against him are
“the Gentile front” through -whom the
Jewish plot is being worked out. They
are the Jews’ gullible tools! (Wonder-
ful people, these Jews.) One of these
preachers invited Sally Rand to speak
in his church-and in the talk which she
made she defended “the Communist
army in Spain which is slaying Catholic
citizens.” Strange, this solicitude of
Winrod’s over Catholics. But if Sally
actually talked in defense of Loyalist
Spain, I say good for her. Whatever
else her fans may obscure, for me they
will never hide the fact that she must
be a civilized woman with several thou-
sand times the social consciousness and
gonuine decency of any Winrod. But
for the sin of permitting her to speak

in his church “all of the colleagues of
this preacher are “now called by some

people Sallyrandites.” There was much
more of this bilge but the gem comes
when we are told that through all of
this “unprecedented campaign of lying
and character defamation” “we have nof
lost our Christian charitableness; we
have not become bitter”! And, of course,
the fight must be carried on, so one is
urged to peddle the Defender, buy
tracts, books, Bibles, etc.~—ad infinitum
(and ad nauseam).

Maplewood, Mo. C. A. LANG
qe e e

“PThe inquirer about toilet paper
should be referred to Rabelais’ delicate
wlissertation on the subject. I have,
myself, used lots of things, from sticks
and stones ‘to corncobs and catalogues,
but it was not until I had read about
the patient researches of one of his
heroes into the sensuo-exotic possibil-
ities of the subject that I realized what
a piker I had been.”-—Reader.

I see that the W:\tern democracies—
mainly England, France and the U.S.—
are taking fair-sized bodies of refugees
into their countries. Have you any data
on whether such refugees, especially
Jews are making good in their new en-
vironments? . -

Tn a lecture at Oxford, Sir John
Simpson, asserting that England was
making no sacrifice in giving asylum
to refugees, especially Jews, showed
that they already had provided Eng-
lishmen with 25,000 jobs, This means,
he said, that more jobs have been
created for Englishmen than the
number of refugees admitted into the
country, a condition which I feel safe
in saying prevails in the other coun-

tries. The democracies will learn
that when they accopt German intel-
lectuals, ‘professionals, craftsmen,
journeymen and businessmen they are
gaining assets, not liabilities. They .
not only arrange to provide for their
livings but they set about, with amaz-
ing aptitude, in establishing busi-
nesses of all kinds that distribute™
goods, hire workers, and in other
ways make constructive contributions
to our civilization, This is all in ad-
dition to the cultural contributions
made by refugees from Germany who
are experts in various fields of sei-
ence, eduecation, art, musie, literature,
the drama; and the like. The Jews,
liberals, democrats, intellectuals and
others who have been driven into
exile by Hitler’'s barbarism will be
better off in the end, though I must
add that it's terrible to have to im-
prove onc’s ceconomie, politieal or eul-
tural position by such direful experi-
ences. I mean, in short, that since
Hitler is hurrying his country into a .
terrible war, these refugees are out of
the Nazi Hell and in free, decent coun-
tries. The tragic fact in the whole
situation ig that so many hundreds of
thousands of persecuted people can’t
get out of Germany. It would be the
best kind of Iuck for them, and a
happy break for the decent countries,
if they could get out before Hitler’s
policies of aggression bring Hell and
chaos in Germany. Their sufferings
are too terrible for words so long as
they’re compelled to remain in Hit-
ler’s crazy house. )
L «

“Thank you for your very nice tribute
to my husband, Isaac Goldberg. . . . The
New Yark Publie Library ig planning to
have a permanent memorial of Isaac
Goldberg’s works and the director writes
me that they have none of the small
blue books....I am tremendously
gratified. It’s a rare compliment, but I
believe he deserves it.’—Elsie Gold-
berg. (Editor’s Note: T was glad of the
chance to supply ‘o complete set of
Isaac Goldberg’s titles among my publi«
cations to the N.Y. Public Library. This
is the right time to gather in one col-
Icction all of the late Dr. Goldberg’s
books, pamphlets, reviews, articles, let-
ters, and the like. Goldberg’s writings -
are of permanent value. Readers who
care to help the N.Y.  Public Library.
make its Goldberg collection as com-
plete ag possible are urged to send their

material to the director. A fine scholar
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has slipped away, ecreating hardly a
ripple. It saddens me to reflect on the
meager rewards we pay our foremost
scholars and intellectual benefactors. 1
write these lines only a few hours after
finishing the routine of sending Gold-
berg’s last book to press—at least the
last book he did for me. It’s entitled,
“What We Laugh At—And Why,” a de-
lightful and valuable job. His last piece
of writing for me was gay, rollicking
and gusty, An appropriate farewell. He
went away with a Iaugh, That’s the way
I want to remember my long-time con-
tributor and cultural collaborator. The
other day, while looking into my Gold-
berg file I came on a memeo in Goldberg’s
familiar handwriting, It was the title
of the next book he was to do for me,
to be called “A History of Love.” Over
it was my large “OK,” which meant 1
had written to Goldberg telling him to
do the job. Under the proposed title
Goldberg wrote the following explana-
tion of what he hoped to cover in this
never-written book: “The various con-
ceptions—and kinds—of love through
the ages, especially as mirrored in writ-
ings. In brief, the evolution of rela-
tionship between man and woman [with
sidelights on man and man, woman and
woman] done
style, with key excerpts from outstand-
ing sanrees.” 1#°q ton had Goldberg didn’t
live long enough to write this book.
Well, there’s the idea, and maybe some=
one will pick it up. Tt’s free. And if
it’s done well—as QGoldhavge most cer-
tainly would have done it—therell be
another worthy addition. to the library
of sound scholé:;x‘rship.)

g
How do the Nazis get the backs of their
necks so devoid of hair? :

I suppose they do it with sandpaper.
L I 4

How does Mussolini explain the loss of
his hair? . :
He insisty it was an orderly with-
drawal.
L R -

Pleagse comment on Thomas E. Dewey.
Mr. Dewey, Distriet Attorney of
New York County, is an able young
man who has made himself useful in
smashing policy rackets. jailing pro-
curers, and exposing political higher-
ups who supply racketeers with the
“fix,” All these things are genuine
public services, and this 86-year-old
publie servant deserveg sincere praise
for the energetic way he has gone
_about his difficult job. But, let’s look
beyond the surface. T’s plain that
the economic royalists in the Repub-
lican party see in Mr. Dewey the’‘an-

in a free, nom-clinical

swer to their prayer—a young cru-
sader who can carry the party to vie-
tory over the “Bolshevists” who are
running the New Deal. The way it
looks from here, the capitalistic press
and the Tories are building up this

-young lawyer in the hope he’ll become

Governor of New York and, in 1940,
aim his lance at the “Communist” in
the White House. That’s. the wa

their minds seem to be working, -

look 6n this whole business as some-
thing inherently dangerous, for there
isn’t a shred of evidence to show that

Mr. Dowey. is anything more than‘a,

gifted, courageous cop. The fact that' -
he has been able to put racketeers
behind the bars doegn’t mean he
knows a thing about our great politi-
cal, social, economic and industrial
problems, Fot all T know, Mr. Dewey
may be as conservative as the leaders
of the Liberty League. He may be a
rank reactionary in the industrial
arena. We don’t know a thing about
his policies—if he has any—on ques-
tions of social security, health insur-
ance, the labor movement, and the
like. I don’t mean to infer that just -
because Mr. Deowey iz an excellent
prosecutor it must follow that he’d
make a bad statesman. My point is
that we know next to nothing about
hiy social views. The fact that the
Tories are grooming him makes me
more than suspicious. Tt’s one thing
to fight some mobs up in Harlem that
are robbing the poor of their pennies
and nickels in crooked number
rackets.  It's another thing to fight
the system that robs khe working -
clags in mine, mill and factory. Just
because a pleasant young man is &
comnetent cop it doesn’t follow he
onght to be Governor of our greatest
State and perhaps President of the
Nation. The Tories must know what
thev're up to or they wouldn’t be
pushing forward a voung man whose
only claim to public commendation is
his genins for a?haggn*g ;a»ekebeers. '

Deav Mr. Haldeman-Julius:

Because vou are one of the most
renresentative Americans T c¢an think
of, T am presuming to invade vonr pnri-
vacv long enourh to ask venr advice,

We are uvn .against a ne~nliar problem
with ouir new marazine Xen. Tts only
avowed policy is “to show tha dancers.
that threaten this democracy from with-
out and within® And we have repeated-
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ly affirmed that it is equally opposed to
dictatorships from both Left and Right.

But in the few months of its stormy
existence to date it has been damned
from every direction (unfairly and un-
thinkingly, I firmly believe) and called
80 many names that it would take up
too much of your valuable time even
to list them. .

Please tell me honestly whether you
think that such a mayazine fs in Lhe
public interest at the present time, and
whether you think we’re well advised
in trying to follow, thus literally, Lin-
colu’s diclum of “Tell the people the
truth and this country is safe.”

Of course, if 1 could quote you that
would be a real break for us. But
whether or not yow're willing to be
quoted, would you give me your frank
and considered judgment? It would be
a great help, ; (.

Arnold Gingrich, Editor, KEN

Dear Mr. Gingrich:

I'm glad to give vou my notions about
Ken, which you may quote as you see
fit. T didn’t like the first issue, because
I thought you were all wrong in work-
ing up a scare about Communism (which
isn’t a going concern anywhere outside
of Russia) and tying it into your at-
tacks on Fascism. But, after reading
aTlmost every word of 13 issues, I’'m
ready to admit you’ve been doing a fine
job, for most of yeur attacks have bheen
on the brutalitarian Nazis (or Ratzis,
as Winchell puts it so well), all of which
you have balanced with suppert for
democratic freedom and liberalism.
You’re doing excellent work, and I want
to congratulate you.

But, under our capitalistic economy,
a good editorial job isn’t enough. If it
were, progressive publications would
look as fat and prosperous as The
Saturday Evening Post. Ken has been
fat editorially—rich in good articles—
but its advertising support has been
slfding down so fast it makes me dizzy
watching the debacle. This is idiotic on
the part of our advertisers for I hap-
pen to know that Ken is a good adver-
tising medium. My page (in the first is-
sue) pald out handsomely, so Pm sure
no advertiser has ever lost a dollar on
Ken space. But that doesn’t mean the
advertisers will crush one another try-
ine to force their way into your pages.
1t happens—you know it as well as I do
—that our big advertisers are all suffer-
ing from a violent and acute case of
jitters. They are convinced that any-
one who attacks Fascism and defends
democracy must have some sort of
secret tie-up with the Communists,

There’s a remedy, if you’ll apply it
quickly. Throw out what little adver-

tising you’re getting. 'Change the for-
mat right away, going in for a simple, -
dignified magazine - about the size of
Coronet, but omitting all cartoons, pic-
tures, and arty stuff in general. Rest
your case on plain type. You won’t lose
your audience. Then you will get
enough from each reader—25¢—to pay

Jthe costs of the publication. Do this all

in a hurry, The losses you save by
abanduning Ken’s expensive format will
more than pay for the new magazine.
You’ll find, Pm sure, that at least 800,-
000 people will spend a quarter a head
to read Ken’s liberal pieces. The public
will be delighted, and at the same time
you’ll be able to tell the advertisers to
go where they belong. Never try to de
business with a man who’s  suffering
from the jitters, unless you have a
license to practice medicine.

E. HALDEMAN-JULIUS
R I

The statement has been made that Hit-
ler aims to return the Sudeten Ger-
mans te Germany becanse they were
tern from Germany at the close of the
World War. Is this true?

_ The statement is false, like most
of the things said by Hitler or his
followers., The Sudeten Germans now
living in Czechoslovakia were, in the
12th Century, o part of Bohemia.
For centuries they lived on the most
friendly terms with the Czechs. When
the Austrian monarchy stole the lands
of the Czechs and the Sudeten Ger-
mans, serious minority problems were
created. Later Germany took terri-
tory belonging to the Bohemians and
the Moravians, so the theft is on
Germany’s part, and not the Czechs.
The Czechs have made their blunders,
of course, but their treatment of the
Sudeten Germans has been exeellent.
Students of the problem, when free
of propagandistic influences, insist
that the Sudeten Germans were the
best treated minority in all Europe.
Of course, Hitler’s attack on Czecho-
glovakia is plain Fasecist imperialism
and not, as he says, an attempt to
“protect” Germans outside the Reich.
There are Germans in almost every
section of the world, and if Hitler
meang business when he deseribes
himself as their “leader” and “pro-
tector,” an almost endless series of
wars must result with governments
everywhere. Exaggerated figures is-
sued by the Association for German-
ism Abroad, an institution organized
by Hitler and supported by Naal

.+
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money, claim there are 84,123,000
‘Germans’” outside Germany, over
whom Hitler insists he has “jurisdic-
tion.” If, as the Nazi organization
says, there are 12,000,000 Germang in
the U.S., then Hitler, under appro-
priate circumstances, could insist that
they be given “autonomy,” which
would mean—if Hitler were to hand
us the medicine he is insisting the
Czechs shall take—that the U.S, shall
allow itg “Germans” to organize into
separate States, thal they shall not be
subject to our laws, that these “Ger-
" man” States shall have the right to
formulate foreign policies without re-
gard to the policies adopted by the
U.S. government, that Hitler shall
have the right to keep troops in these
German Stateg to “protect” them
against the “brutalities” of our fed-
eral government, and so on: If what
Hitler is fichting for in Czeechoslo-
vakia is right, then the whole world
is his oyster. Let me quote the fig-
ures given out by the Nazi organiza-
‘tion just mentioned, the Association
for Germanism Abroad, showing

- where the “Germans’> are throughout
the world who are to be “led” and
“protected” by Hitler.

EUROPE

Danzig ..ocviviiiiininiiiess 348,000
Austria ooiiiiiiiiciiiiane, 6,300,000
Luxembourg ................ 250,000
Liechtenstein ..... ......... 10,000
Switzerland ................. 2,900,000
France ........ccvvviinvenennn 1,634,000
Belgium .........cc.0iiiinen 50,000
Denmark ........c.cccvveenes 77,000
Baltic States ............... 218,000
Poland -........ 1,245,000
Russia ........... 1,185,000
Czechoslovakia 3,790,000
Hungary ......c.oovveeieeenns 385,000
Roumania ...ccov000en vevooas 800,000
Jugoslavia .................. 740,000
Ttaly ..oiviieliiniiieniaanan 235,000
NON-EUROPEAN STATES

Argentine .............. i 200,000

TAZIl e 750,000
Chile .........ccivivvunannns 720,000
Remaining Latin America ..... 28,000
Africa ... .. ciiieiiieiinas 78,000
Australia .................... 100,000
Canada ......... 50,000
United States 12,000,000

Needless to add, 6,300,000 of the
above were forced into Hitlerland
when Austria was annexed. This
leaves 27,828,000 “Germans” still to
be “rescued” from barbarism and the
menace of democracy and freedom.

-

Since  his appetite is limitless, Hitler,
should he sueceed in swallowing
Czechoslovakia, would turn, one at a
time, on the others. That’s the idea,
but the fly in the ointment is the dis-
concerting fact that the “corrupt”
and “degenerate” democracies may
prefer to resist Hitler's attempts to
“rescue” the “Germans” who are a
hundred times better off where they

are.
L R .

“We were so sorry to read of Dr.
Isaac Goldberg’s death. We have lost a
vigorous fighter for intellectual free-
dom.”—Reader. &

*

“It is interesting' to learn that The
Atlantic Monthly is a “racket” by ad-
mission. of ‘the publisher himself, Don-
ald Snyder. According to The Nation,
Sept. 3, 1938, a member of the staff re-
ceived a 64-page magazine, ‘The Atlantic
Presents,” im an Atlantic Monthly en-~
velope. This  booklet attacks Mexico’s
policy, particularly as to oil. ‘We tele-
phoned Donald Snyder ... he readily
admitted that the supplement had been
sold in bulk to “numerous trade asso-
ciations.” . . . At the conclusion of our
conversation Mr. Snyder remarked
amiably . . . ‘Well, we have our racket.

and you have yours’”—Reader,

L3
What is the attitude of the Socialists: of
Czechoslovakia -towards Hitler’s policles
with regard to their country?

‘The Czech Soecial Democrate (So-
cialists) are standing by their demo-
cratic government. Willie Wanks,
secretary to the president of the Ger-
man * Social Democratic Party in
Czechoslovakia, who iy lectiring 1n
thig country as I write this piece,
claimed in an interview printed in the
September 3, 1938, Socialist Call, that
the German Social Democrats in
Czechoslovakia are also supporting
the Czech government against Hit-
ler’s aggression. He said:

“Czech Social Democrats will sup-
port their government whole-heart-
edly in the event of Hitler’s inva-
sion of Czechoslovakia, For us it
is a matter of life and death. Our
organization, built through years of
struggle, will be destroyed if Hitler
conguers our country.

“Besides, for wus individual So-
cial Democrats, Nazi rule in Czecho-
slovakia means our death. That has
already been promised to us by the
Nazi adherents.” .

When asked what the Social

AN
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Democratic pérty offered as a solution
of the Sudeten problem, Mr. Wanka
answered:

“We are ‘encouraging with all
the power at our command the So-
cial Democratic and other working
class forces within and without Ger-
many to aid us in ridding Czecho-
slovakia of Hitler’s enormous pres-
sure. Second, we nrge the most gen-
erous concessions to the Sudeten
Germans by the Czechoslovakian
government. We believe that we can
separate the active Henlein Nazis
from the great mass of Sudeten Ger- .
mans by such a policy, .

“KRemember, too, that the Sudeten
Germans are victums of the most
vicious sort of coercion and intimi-
dation from the active Nazis. Terror
and oppression are the means
whereby the Nazis hold their mass
foliowing among the BSudeten Ger-
mans. Postpone war and the work-
ing class of Czechoslovakia will find
‘ways to b.ing the Sudcten workers
to their side,

“Yes, we believe in collective
security. We believe in it because

' a demonstration of power by the
demeocratic nations of the world
will convince Hitler that he is doom-
ed to certain defeat. He would
be compelied to iron out his prob-
lems through conference instead of
war.”

The Czeeh Socialists are fighling
for civilization when they support
their government in its struggle
against Fascist imperialism. They
know that the triumph of Hitlerism
will mean ‘'the death of everything
they hold sacred.

* B

4
Editor, The American Freeman:

Of course you have observed the
praise and publicity heaped upon Father
Flanagan far his work in organizing
_“Boys’ Town” for vagrant boys. “Boys’
" Town” has even been made into a high-

Iy publicized film, boosted by the same

element that has pulled every wire to
keep the film “Blockade” from being
exhibited—simultaneously shouting that
they are the saviors of democracy, and
detest dictatorship in all its forme.

I cannot help thinking of the very
different reward given the Austrian So-
cialists for their splendid work for un-
derprivileged children; the Socialists
who instituted “one of the most modern
and enlightened schemes of education in

- Europe, . . . Child psychology was en-
thusiastically studied, and the physical
welfare of the children was carefully
consulted. . . . Special  classes - were

formed for backward or deaf and dumb
children., Every effort was made to train
personality, and the children had a
‘sense of freedom they had never kmown
before.” (Appeal to Reason Library,
No. §5.) For their pains they were mow-
ed down by machine guns.

: READER .

I
From a German source I learn that Hit-

}ler’s real aim is “organized world peace.”

Please comment.,

Whenever Hitler commits a new
sericy of aets of aggression we are
told, with sardonic humor, that Hit-

ler’s aims are to establish peace. We

'lheard that before he marched into the

Rhineland, in direct violation of
treaty agreements. Three times he
assured the world that he had no de-
signs on Austria, but in the end the
great lover of peace stole that help-
less country, confiscated the property
of its Jews, and continued steps in
the direction of the only remaining.
republic in Central Europe, Czecho-
slovakia. Now he has that country’s
rich industries, farmlands, and nat-
ural resources, and at this writing
there’s no telling when he'll stop.
Already his conquerors have an-
nounced that Czechoslovakia 'is not
only to saecrifice territory but must
also pay the costs of Hitler’s aggres-
sion. Germany is actually to make
Czechoslovakia - indemnify Hitler for
his conquest of valuable portions of
the little State. The result can mean
only one thing—deserted by its sup-
posed friends (Russia was ‘the only
country ready to stand by its prom-
isesY, ite fortifieations surrendered to
to the conquering host, its most val-
uable industries (outside of Skoda)
stolen, it must, from now on, bow
its head in shame and accept what-
ever terms the great Brutalitarian
deems fit to impose. Czechoslovakia
is now a slave of the Nazis. This is
the true picture of Hitler’s policies,
not the tongue-in-cheek declarations of
his pious desire to establish “organ-
ized world peace,”” If we are to un-
derstand Hitler’s attitude towards
peace and international harmony we
should read his own frank words, in
the original German edition of his
“Mein. Kampf,” page 315, as follows:
“The pacifistic humane idea 1s
perhaps (sic) quite ‘good when the
supreme man (der hoechststehende

Mensch) shall first have conquered
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and subjugated the world to such an
extent that it makes him the sole
master of this earth. The idea will
then lack the possibility of a dam-
aging effect in precisely the degree
in which its practical application
will become rare and finally impos-
sible. First, therefore, battle, and
then pacifism.” .

There speaks the true Hitlcr. Paci-
fism will come when the “supreme
man” (Hitler) rules the world, That

won’t be true pacifism but world en-

- slavement. Hitler, unhampered by the
cowardly democracies in the West,
finds the road open to the South and
East. Already the other countrieg in
Central Europe are crowding one an-
other in a rush to fit into the Nazi
scheme for the domination of their
economic resources,  Yugo-Slavia, Ru-
mania, and Bulgaria, like Czechoslo-
vakia, will have to take orders from
Germany as to what they arc to pro-
duce and what disposition is to be
made of their output. Germany will

. take needed raw materials like oil,
iron, timber, wool, and the like, and,
true to the barter system (which will
be operated only in harmony with
Nazi ideas of what constitutes a fair
trade) the smaller nations will turn
over-valuable stocks for cuckoo clocks,
mouth organs and whatever the Ger-
mang think thev should have—all fig-
ured at vrices intended to keen them
one step from bankruptey. Czecho-
slovakia’s enslavement means the ul-
imate capitulation of Central FEurope,
To the Southeast stands the Soviet
Union, with its beckoning wheatlands
of the Ukraine, a territory which Hit-
ler said openly must in time come un-
der the swastika. Russia knows what
is ahead and is preparing on its own
to meet this tremendous menace,
knowing full well that France now
is a third rate power, after its ignoble
treachery to Czechoslovakia and its
abdication as the power that was to
stop Hitler. Franee and Britain ob-
lained a “peace” that is only a lull

- before 8 greater war is prepared .for

Furope by Hitler. Russia, knowing

that anything promised by France

and Britain ean’t be depended on, is
now compelled to accept isolationism.

The four men who met in a toom

in Munich decided that when they re-

fused to invite Russia to the confer-
ence and refused even to permit

Ozechoglovakia to attend the verbal

.| berment,

exchanges that ended in her dismem- .
The statesmen of France
and Britain. will rue the day they
decided to put Russia adrift on its
own. I doubt that the Soviet Union
will forget thiy gigantic betrayal for
years to come. And Russia will be
right in letting the western powers
stew in their own juice while it goes
ahead and prepares for the great test
of arms Hitler is planning for the
not remote future, -

France and DBritain stand alone
now, each knowing that the other’s
support in case of new Hitler aggres-
sions will be of a most dubioys na-,
ture. Before long Hitler will be able
to make demands on France, and
France will have to come to terms,
for Britain will treat France with
the same villainy that it accorded
the Czechs. Honor means nothing.
Once France ig disposed of—which
can even happen without a struggle
—Britain will stand alone, facing the
mighty German war machine, espe-
cially-its air force, It Hitler were t0
threaten an air attack with some-
thing like 10,000 planes, all~concen-
trating on one country—England—
it’'s even conceivable that, within the
next few vears, Hitler could thunder
to the muddled Enelish statesmen -
that they must surrender or take the
consequences. Fantastic? Not the
leagt bit. MM's within the realm of
the possible that Hitler ecan; in the
near future, drive the center of the
British Empire away from Europe,
and when that hapvens there’ll be no
more British Empire. Chamberlain’s
surrender to Hitler in Munich ean,
within a matter of only a few years,
resmlt in the death of the Empire.

One naturally asks, in the face of
such possibilities, what’s happened to
the British. The answer, it seems to
me, fsn’t hard to find. Great Britain’s -
foreign policy is being controlled by
the famous Cliveden set, which takes
its name from the fact that Fng-
land’s most powerful tories meet each
weekend at the Astor estate (that’s
named Cliveden) on the Thames. It
was at meetings at Cliveden that
Ribbentrop, then the Nazi ambassa-
dor to Britain, was given clear and
undebatable proofs that Eneland
would never really fight if Hitler
were to resort to one act of aggres-
sion after another. The leadership of

/
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the Cliveden set consists of the Brit-
igh side of the Asgtor family, including
the American-born Nancy Astor, and
the Lord and Major who work togeth-
er to keep the British lion eaged while
Hitler goes gborming through Europe.
This set owns two important English
newspapers—The Times of London,
and The Qbserver, both strongly pro-
German and committed time after
time to permitting Hitler to go ahead
unmolested so long as he ig headed
in the direction of Russia, a country
which the British tories would be
glad to see despoiled. They hate Com-
munism so much that they are will-
ing to see a Faseist dictator grow to
immense power if that expansion will
mean the end of the world’s first
proletarian State. “The Cliveden set
knows that a war on Hitler would
mean the end of their vast country
estates, the depletion of their treas-
uries, and the possibility of their loss
of political and economic influence
over the FWmpire. Better, say they,
to have Hitler go ahead and win what
he can, if that series of aggressions
can be made to mean that the great
Britich tories will be ahle to rnle for
years to come.

The Cliveden set will learn fin
time that Hitler s no respecter of
persons. He hates Russia, of course,
but there’s nothing to show that he'll
be satisfied with the dismemberment
of that great countrv. That would
mean only the possession of new eco-
nomic resources that will make an
- attack on the West a better-than-even
ganible. And Hitler has always been
a oamhler. ¥ he vlays hig cards
rieht, he ean. in the end. cause the
coManse of the Pritish Fmpire. Thet’s
the wrice the British mav nay for
their sacrifice of Czechoslovakia. The
pesge that Chamberlain brought home
with him from Munich wag a fake
neace. and the informed peonle of +he
world know that gimmnle fact. War
mav he waogtnened for manths to come

—mperhans to rmext Snvine—hnt the

war now heing nrenavrad hv Hitler is
bourd to come. The Clveden set had
its cholcewmdemocracy versus Fascism
—and # preferved the latter, because
by its -capitulation to the dictator it
was able to save its own hide for a
few ‘monthg or years. The members
of the Cliveden set go to bed.eac'h
night with thoughts of their continued

eign, wondering how’many more days

ill last. The days are numberad.
The British Empire is living on bor—
rowed time, so long as its policies are
dictated by the Chamberlaing who buy
peace through new concessions to the
Pascists,

If Britain and France (with Rus-
sia squarely behind them) had stood
up to Hitler in September, 1938, the
Nazis wouldn* have been able to es-
tablish themselves along the new and
powerful lines they’ve taken. The
democracies, fearing for the loss of
capitalism’s dividends, sacrificed de-
mocracy in order to keep their eco-
nomice advantages in their trembling
hands. The world’s greatest gangster
will make them pay for their blind
stupidity. They will pay with their
colonies and their navy, if Hitler can
continue his march from victory to
vietary as he's heen doing during the
past few years. The British Empire
has been sha&en ’go i;s; foundations.

How do you think Britain will go about
satisfying Hitler’s demand for colonies?

A Civil War humorist, to prove
his patriotism and love for the North,
declared he was so anxious to pre-
serve the Union that he stood ready
to sacrifice all his wife’s relatives.
Chamberlain, determined to follow a
policy of appeasement, sacrificed
Czechoglovakia, and now, faced with
the question of colonies, can be de-
pended on to serve Hitler with glor-
ious unselfishness by giving him his
pick of the colonieg belonging to The .
Netherlands, Belgium and Portugal.
I’m not given to predictions, but in
this case I ask my readers to cut out
this piece and paste it in their hats

for future reference.
+* %

Readers of The Freeman would enjoy

‘your comment on the appeals for prayer

when the Fascist threat of war was at
its peak. R

The evidenceé shows that God is a
Fascist. Prayers at the height of
the crisis, late in September, were
noured forth from the Vatican and
Westminster Abbey to Mayor La-
Guardia’s bailiwick and Wenatchee,
Wash. Roosevelt called -for  prayers.
LaGuardia urged his people to spend
five minutes telline God what He
should do about the four mem in a
reom in Munich. Pope Pius XI, from
Castel Gandolfo, told his scores of
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millions of children to have recourse
to the “invincible power of prayer.”
God listened and decided ‘to give Hit-
ler the Nazi'salute. His decision was
clear. Hitler was to get what he
wanted in Czechoslovakia without
having to resort to war, which is my
notion of doing the Fasecists a right

nice turn. This means that Chamber- |

lain, Deladier, Mussolini and Hitter
were God’s precious pawns. They did
a good job of dismembering a demo-
cratic country. The  Cacchs are
through—with God’s powerful help.
All this should convince the most
gkeptical that the Fascists are not
only building up the most powerful
war machines in the world but are
lining up God Himself as a member
of their propaganda department. God
ought. to be worth 10 divisions in any
man’s war. But, seriously, the spec-
tacle of hundreds of millions of peo-
ple praying to some supernatural
bigwig to get them out of man-made
jams iy evidence of immature intel-
lectual development. When men and
women rest their cases on mysticism
and supernaturalism they are sure to
nelgect the worldly, material avenues
for social and governmental progress.
Economics and political economy are
sciences. not systems of religious ide-
ology. Proplems of our social life will
have to be approached in the mood of
the scientist, not the theologian. The
industrial and business maladjust-
ments of our day, the gvils of poverty
arnd militarism, the horrors of pre-
ventable disease and unemployment—
all these are matenial for realists,
not spooky, gooey, moony, other-
worldly, superstitious, mind-shackled
men of God. Fascism has its feet on
the ground, marching from one ag-
gression to another. Democracy won’t

defeat Fascism by taking excursions|
_into the clouds.

Let me close with some more eom-
ments on the use of prayer at times of
international temsion. Thanks to one
of my readers, Dean Mumy, Kansas,
I am able to quote a few telling sen-
tences from Judge Rutherford, who,
in his October 2, 1938, broadecast, said:

“In the present European crisis
the Pope prays for peace. It is in-
teresting to note that in the Ethio-
pian affair he did not pray for peace,
and that with regard to the Spanish
conflict he does not pray for peace.

But now he prays for peace—so that

Hitler will not be disturbed in his

business of stealing Czeehostovakia,”

That’s getting him told. o

L

I am sending you a copy of a resolution
passed by the American Legion at its
convention in Los Angeles. You will see
that it deals with Harry Bridges. Please
comment.

The resolution demands “the trial
AND deportation of Harry Bridges,”
famous labor leader on the Pacifie
Coast. Bridges is an Australian who
has lived in this country many years,
becoming in time a potent leader of
thousands of wurkers., Because of
his numerous suec:sses, the employers
are using every means as their com-
mand to get Bridges kicked out of
the country. The main charge against
him is that he’s supposed to be a
Communist, a label which Bridges re-
jects in tote, What'’s gurprising about .
the resolution is that it demands the
“trial AND deportation” of Bridges.
That’s dn indication of how the
Legion veers in the direction of Fase-
ism or political tyranny whenever
serious class issues arise. The Legion
goes on the theory that Bridges is
guilly before there’s even u i(kial.
That's un-American doectrine, if ever
there was one, We have developed
the enllghtened policy of assutning a
person innocent unbil proven guilty.
The Legion assumes Bridges’ guilt
in advance and asks that he be
“tried” merely as a part of the
unionist’s deportation. True believers
in Americanism would never ask for
the “trial AND deportation” of a
man, If there are any charges to be
made against Bridges, he should be
tried, but no American organization
hag lthe right to demand his convic-
tion in advance. The Americanizatioh
Committee of the American Legion
has some work to do right at home
—on its own r;memg‘ers.

One reads, now and then, that the Ital-
iang are atill fighting the 'Bthiopians.
Is there any truth in this?

The reports are founded on facts,
for the war in Ethiopia isn’t over,
by amy means. The fighlters of the
only independent Negro nation in the
world made a serious mistake when
they adopted the foolhardy tactic
of meeting the highly mechanized
Fascist forces in a head-on elash.
With their inferior equipment they



112

couldn’t do anything but lose. They
suffered grave losges and le} Musso-
lin’s men take their capital, but
Ethiopia is an immense eountry with
‘most of it still untouched by the
Fascists, We hear little about phe
Ethiopian war because Mussolini con-
trols the press communications, It’s
to his interest to keep the war secret,
but reports that come out despite
Mussolini’s cenmsorship agree that
Ethiopia is still at war and that Ii:.al-
ian fortified garrisons are being
harassed by guerilla fighters, a form
of fighting that’s easy to carry on in
thig land of steep mountains and
bottomless valleys. J. F. Renaud, a
Paris journalist, writes of the fight-
ing in Ethiopia, as follows:

Their method Is simple and sures:
in small bands of 50 men they slip
into the Italian-controlled zones
where they destroy the harvests
and carry off the cattle. These are
clever tactics .when one realizes
that, according to the plans of the
Fascist authorities, the occupation.
army was supposed to live on the
land, This year (1938) because of.
the activities of the rebels the har-
vests of staple grains like millet,
durrah and sorghum amounted to
only 30 percent of their normal out«
put, '

The fate of the regulars and the
Black Shirts in the fortified garri-
sons is far from enviable. At some
points the situation has become so
gserious that airplanes from Mas-
sawa—the road from Addis Ababa
having been cut off—had to bring
flour to the troops—thereby caus- .
ing a fantastic rise in the price of
bread. .

L IR N

Pleage tell me if Germany is larger
today, in population and territory, than
it was in 1914 and after the close of the
World War? ) 1“ti

In 1914, Germany had a popuiation
of 67,800,000 and an area of 208,830
square miles, After the Versailles
Treaty, Germany had 59,800,0_00 pop-
ulation and 186,827 square miles. In
September, 1938, Germany had 75,
000,000 population and 214,068 square
miles.

L B I
Don’t you agree that California has
stolen -from Kansas the right to be
called the country’s most screwy State?
T'm afraid California has the hon-

or nailed down, especially with its :
Ildown to grips with important questions.

$30-every-Thursday scheme. But
e
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have a political program—which 1
picked up from a cartoonist ecalled
Malman—which I guarantee will
bring Kansas back to its old glory.
I'm getting ready to start a society
to print $66 bills, which will be sold
to the public every Thursday morning
for $66. The purchaser them turns
the bill upside down and tries to buy
$99 worth of groceries, How's that
f(_)(zi'. sock'inghthg depress:i%n ang pro-
viding purchasing power?
g Db 4 g *P .

I have seen a press report about Spain
that leaves me puzzled. It’s to the effect
that Loyalists have appealed direct to
the Pope for authorization to reopen
Catholic churches. What does this
niean? : ’

You have brought up a paradoxical
situation, one that is understood by
a_surprisingly small number of peo-
ple. It sounds serewy, but it’s a fact
nevertheless, that Barcelons has been
trying to get its Catholic churchey
open for months, with little success.
The correspondent for The Chicago
Tribune, Edmond Taylor, writing
from Paris, reported, on August 28,
1938, that “the Spanish government
wag ready to .authorize the opening
of the church of San Severo in
Bareelona, but when the Basque and
Catalonian Catholics in Barcelona
applied” to the vicar general for the
necessary - ecclesiastical- authorization,
their plea was rejected.” The same
report says that these Catholicy “have
since appealed directly to the Pope.”"
In other words, “the Catholic hier-
archy is the main obstacle to the re-
opening of- ity churches in Loyalist
Spain.” The explanation is simple,
indeed. The reason is because thé
hierarchy thromghout the world wants
to be able to continue its disgusting-
ly dishonest propaganda against dem-
ocratic Spain. If they were to permit
their churches to be reopened in
Loyalist Spain their main argument
in support of the Fasecist position
would he ewploded. Tver since the
beginning of the rebellion ordinary
priests celebrated mass in  private
homes and at the front, with the
full permission of the Barcelona au-
thorities. Protestant churches have
been running *wit}:x?ut ’gnterfefremc:e.

You write frequently about our super-
ficial press and how it avoids getting

>
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Isn’t it impossible for a popular press
to bc anything but superficial?- How
counld it be profound and popular at one
and the same time?

Our press, with its emphasis on di-
vorces, Hollywood scandals, murders,
and gensationalism in general, is pop-
ular, to be sure, but it doesn’t follow
that the masses wouldn’t be interested
in an intelligent, dignified press if
given half a chance. In my own ex-
perience as a publisher I've found it
possible to talk to the man in the
street about science,- history, philos-
sophy, Rationalism, and the like,
without resorting to gutter jour-

nalism. It’s my-~ idea—and many
competent “judges of American
journalism support me—that our

newspapers talk down to the masses
because they prefer to keep the public
mind in an inferior category, the
main reason being the fact that a
doped public won’t be given to serious
consideration of gerat social, econom~
ic and political issues.

- Let’s take a look at the press in
the Soviet Union, which our sensa-
tional, yellow rags like to describe
as being not a whil superior to the
regimented press of Nazi Germany.
Instead of taking my word for it,
let’s listen to Dr. Dean Burk, of
Washington, D.C., who attended the
Physiological Congress in the Soviet
Union, in 1985. Writing in The Scien-
tific Monthly, September, 1988, Dr.
Burk tells us that it was during this
visit that “I. first became aware of
how general hay become the replace-
‘ment of a belief in God by a belief in
man and science”” He continues with
the following revealing sentences:

“Through the newspapers, which
devoted more than half of their
space to reporting this huge inter-
national gathering, all the big names
and events of the congress were
made known to the man and woman
in the street. For a time, it was
surprising to find that many people
in walks of life far removed from
the scientific were familiar with the
leading Soviet scientists, and, in
instances, with details of their par-
ticular accomplishments,

“When the congress as a whole
traveled out from Leningrad to
Peterhof twenty miles away, in a
procession of four hundred automo-
biles, the entire route was lined with
people waving handkerchiefs, and
at ome point soldiers threw their

caps into the air. On another ex-
cursion made. by a smaller party to
the large recreation park in Moscow,
a similar spontaneous reception was
afforded at the gate by a cheering
crowd, which, of its own accord,
in a spirit of self-government often
encountered, formed a gangway to
let the visitors enter. Inside the park,
an  open-air theater audlence of
twenty thousand spectators rose to
its feet to greet the congress mem-
bers as they filed*in to their seats.
This friendly, albeit embarrassing,
demonstration of feeling to the for-
eign; scientists. by the general popu-
lace reflects, in some measure, the
nature and extent of the popularity
of science in Russia today.”

This certainly gives the lie to those
cynies. who insist that the world of
the learned can. be of interest only
to a select few. We see what happens
when the truths of gcience are made
available to the general public. Our
editors will learn this simple lesson
and change their tactics to fit this
discovery when - they free themselves
from the chains of the reactionaries
who feel more secure when they sit
astride a befuddled, mentally-dead
pepulace,

At thig point it might be asked if
science in the Soviet Union is worthy
of the respect of advanced, free sci-

(entists. The angwer comes from a
conservative scientist. ‘Dr. Karl T.
Compton, president, Massachusetts

Institute of Technology, one of the
greatest scientific organizations in the
world. After investigating scientific
research in the Sowiet Union, Dr.
Compton wrote that “the Academy of
Sciences of Moscow has been called

‘|upon to aid the government in organ-

izing the great system of research in-
stitutes recently created throughout
the country and now in progress of
doing - some of the finest and most
progressive scientific work to be found
anywhere in the world.” That, I in-
sist, is praise from a source that
counts.

Another point suggests itself, Dt
Compton’s praise is general. What
specific activity can one refer to in
order to show that these Russian
scientists are doing work that com-
mands the respect of the secientific
workers of the Western demoecracies.
Here I quote again from Dr. Burk,
who- says he learnmed, during the
Physiological Congress, “that, where-
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as before the revolution not more|

than & ‘score of people in the whole
of Russia- could have taken part in
such a congress, ‘150 of the 500 pa-
pers of the congress had been given
by Russians, in widely different fields,
and, incidentally, in the languages ol
the visiting foreigners.” . "L

The ‘moral is simple. Science in
the  Soviet Union is of .a high
order of efficiency, and at the same
timé the common people in Rus-
gia are deeply interested in what the
scientists are doing., Why? Because
the - Soviet Union is blessed with a
press that isn't afraid to throw
stories about divorce and crime in the
waste-basket and give its valuable
space to phe important, world-shaking’
activities of men of gcience. ~
I live in a neighborhond that’s some-
what prissy and givem to judging one
another by their makes of car, where

they buy their goods, and the like. Is}-

it wise to rebel against such a mania
for “keeping up with the Joneses”?

It's foolish, and snobbigh, Don’t|

hesitate to buy & Ford V-8, if such
a car will suit your uveds, regardiess

‘of the fact that your neighbors go|

in for gwanky Buicks or lower middle
class Pontiacs, Just try to be simple
and open about your material posses-
sions. Don’t use them as a means
of impressing people. That’s a sign
of vulgarity, Middle class people are
given to such idiotic ways of “im-
pressing” one another, If they had a
genuine sense of humor they’d laugh
themselves out of their. small-time
snobbery. I'm reminded of Walter
"Winchell’s deseriptien of the Broad-
wayites he meels every day: “They
spend money they haven’t earned to
buy things' they don’t need to impress
people they don’t like.” That's well
said, and it describeg millions of peo-|
ple who never saw Broadway. Don’t
try to “keep up with the Joneses,”
especially if the Juneses happen to
be dull, tiring, unimaginative, prosaic
clucks. ‘

de o
Is astrology a science? -
No. The assumptions of astrology
aren’t subject to verification, demon-
stration, or. any other scientific meth-
od of testing any proposition.’ A
seience must always rest on proofs,
experiments, tests, ang the like, As-

trology rests on guesses, wishful

e

thinking, hunelives, faifth‘,‘ supersti-
tion and. baseless, invalid assump-
tions. Astrology ig bu,gk.'

What ' do scientists think about astrol-
ogy? . . )

There isn’t 'a real scientist in the
world who _accepts astrology. Therc
isn’t an institution of higher educa-
tion that recognizes astrology. Sci-

entists have nothing. but seorn for
the charlatang who elaim to be able
to tell about your past, present and
future through “reading” the heavens. =
Professor Frank Schlessinger, direc-
tor, Yale University Observatory, says
this about the exploiters of astrologi- -
cal bunk: -

“I knew to the fraction of a sec-
ond the time when my son uttered
his first ery. ‘I gave an astrologer .
all necessary corrections for varionsa -
‘kinds of time at New York and else~
where, including Peiping. - Naturally,
at a given hour thére wounld be
much difference in. the position of
the planets according to where you
were born. - The astrologer became
less interested in- doing my son’s
horoscope and mot a single thing
he told me about_my son’s succeed-
ing life was true. I am convinced

" that . astrologers -‘are consciously -
charlatans.” ) N
Astrology is looked on as a fake

by all reputable scientists. Dr. Al
bert E. Wiggam, in his book, “The

Marks of a Clear Mind,” has some,

fun with the fakers who call them-
selves astrologers, as follows:

“Clcarly indicative of the wutter

absurdity of this fake science of
the stars is the fact that the planets
Uranus. and Neptune weren’t dis-
covered till long after so-called .
astrologers - had neatly charted the
part all the stars had to do with
human beings. When the two
planets turned up théy had to be
fitted into the scheme somehow.
Now Uranus governs the railroads,
and Neptune has control of avia-
tion! What wetre Uranus and Nep- . .
tune: doing” all these thonq,ands( of

-years till now? Just waiting for the

" locomotive and the areoplane to be

" Invented?” ’

I don’t know how many millions
of dollars the astrologers get from
the  American suckers. One observer,
J ohn Mulholland, for many years. an
assistant of Harry Houdini; the great
magician, claims they get at least-

' $125,000,000 per year in the U.S.

o
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alone. igh‘a,t’s a big price to pay for
bunk. How long can-this racket last?
As long as there are boobs who. are
ready to pay out good money to the
shrewd quacki wllg h?x‘m[boozle them:.

. Is the're any truth in the old saying,
“the straw that broke the camel’s back”?
. It's an. effective expression when
made to refer figuratively to humans,
‘but no camel ever suffered a broken

back because he was loaded with a

straw beyond his normal ca a.city
Camel-drivers say no camel will rise
from the ground if his load s too
heavy

L
Is any part of Florida in-the tropicl?
No. The southernmost point of
Florida is mere than a hundred miles
North of the ’x'}‘rog‘lc gx{ Cancer,

Which weighs more—the U.S. govern-

ment’s gold or silver hoard?

© - On August 29, 1938, the U.S. gov-
ernment owned 2,415, 200 000. ounces

of silver, as agalnst more than 870,

000,000 ounncei of *g'old.

" Why do we speak of the “naked Truth”?
It probably comes from the old
fable that tells how Truth and False-
hood went bathing together. False-
hood came first out of the water, and
dressed herself in Truth’s garments.
Truth, unwilling to take those of
} Falsehood we;}t naked. .

LT
What does a human being’s skin weigh?
If laid out flat how much area would it
cover?
The skin weighs about gix pounds

and covers about ilx square feet.

Did Hanmbal in crossing the Alps,

split the rocks with vinegar?

That’'s a busted . myth.

showed long

couldn’t be done with vinegar.
L I

Sclence

Were the Damascus swords made of such
wonderfully fine steel that they could
cut through iron?

~ There’s no truth to that hoary
myth: The famous Damascus blades
weren’t as good as the best svtewal
made today,

‘What is meant by “the democratic po-|

tato”?

Thls is because of the vegetable’s
first acceptance by the poor masses.
The rich looked down on the potato as

ago that the tr/ickf

something ignoble. It took a long time
before the rieh and the aristoecrats
would accept the potato, On the oth-
er hand, the pineapple has been call-
ed “the aristoeratic - fruit,” because
it ‘'was first accépted by kmgs and
aristocrats, the poor being unable to
afford it because of its expense. The
eanning 1nd1mtry has sineceeded in de-
mocratizing the pineapple, but the
poor masses still look on it as some-
thing of a luxury, preferring the

cheap, filling, ;1111:1;1}10!;1“5 potato. ‘

Did Cleopatra dissolve pearls in wine?

* No. BExperiments have shown that
wine can’t dissolve pearls. That’s
just another %}ece*of bunk,

Did Dmgenel live in a tuh? .

More bunk. All thiz yarn is based
on is the statement, made long after
Diogeneg died, that g man so erabbed
ought to have lived in a tub, Hke a
dog.” The myth got its sttart from
that slight fo}gndatmn ’

Did ancient Babylon .really have Hang-
ing Gardens?

No. That’s "historical  nonsense.
Babylon didn’t have, ‘hanging gar-
dens.” The myth is based on the mere
fact that Banrylon ‘had suome terraces.

Are there maelstroms ln parts of the
oceans where sghips are - sucked down
into the depths? : i

No. Some imaginative wrlter of sea
yarns must have seen an eddy and
turned it into a maelstrom capable of
sucking in whole ships. How the
world loves 1t; bunk. :

How many new milk bottles does the
dairy industry buy annually in the U.S.?

About 350,000,000, according to the
Milk Industry Foundatlon'

How many. bottles of milk ‘do the milk-
men leave daily in this country?

About 30,000,000 bot;tles of milk are
delivered dvally

o+
Every week I am compelled to contribute
1 percent of my wages to the govern-
ment. T need .that meney for my fame
ily’s food and my children’s cduention '
1t isn’t right.

You have no reason to complain.
Your employer pays an equal amount.
This money doesn’t go “to the gov-
ernment” but to pay you the benefits
of soclal secunty when you reach old
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age. It’s a good investment. You
ought to live in Nazi Cermany for a
while and find out what taxes really
mean'to a workingman, You'd stop
complaining about your . “terrible”
lot in the U.S. A workingman in
Hitlerland has to pay about one-sixth
of his wages for taxes. Just try to
remember that little fact., Here’s a
translation of a report eard of a
workingman in a German furniture
factory:

Week of July 18 to 23, 1938.

Salary 60 marks and 75 pfennigs.

Tax deductions:

Income £aX ......covveivnnanrinnns 1.98
Church tax ...........cvivviennen 14
Citizens taX ....ccvvvevivosncrcons . 116

Government sickness insurance
Old-age pensgion

Nazi union .........cccevvuvvennne 95
Excursion dues ............. vevees W20
Company sickness insurance ..... . 30
Total taX .......covovverneenanss 10.50
Salary paid .......cviveiniivsenns 50.10

Now let’s take a look at what a
gkilled workingman can buy for an
"hour’s labor in Germany and what
the same kind of worker can get for
his hour’s labor in the U.S. Aliee
McKaughan Olen, who made a first-
hand survey of conditiony among
German and American workers, re-
ports: :

“Let us consider what a skilled
laborer can buy with his wages.
With eggs at 14 pfennigs each he
can buy five eggs with one hour’s

- pay. ‘With butter or meat at 1 mark
and 60 pfennigs a pound he must
work two hours for a pound of
either of these. (The German pound

" has 1,5 more ounces than the Eng-
‘lish pound:.) One hour’s work would
buy thrce ‘quarts of creamless milk.
Or in other words, the American
gkilled laborer can buy  from one
hour’s work one ‘'dozen eggs, one .
pound of meat and two quarts grade
A milk, while the equally skilled
German workman will bring home
one egg, one-fourth pound of meat,
and one guart of skimmed milk.
Potatoes ; are the foundation food.
Meat can be served only {wo or
three times a week”

In the face of these facts, Ameri-
“can workers should be thankful they
aren’t living under a brutalitarian
regime under the heel of a Ratzi.

Conditions in the U.S. aren’t perfect,

by-any means—there’s plenty of room
for improvement—but bear in mind

for  much.

that in this democratic country you
have the freedom to organize into
unionsg in order to improve your eco-
nontic ~ condition.. In Germany free
unions are outlawed "and those who

‘gpeak in favor of them are treated
rby traitors.

%
What is our per capita consumption of
milk?

We consume 153 quarts per year
per .person. We come second in per

‘| capita consumption of milk. Switzer-

land is first.

* b
T've just come across Thackeray’s state«
ment that Macatilay would read 20 books
in order to get material to write &
gingle gentence. ‘Do you believe it?

T do nét. Macaulay whs a. hard-
working historian, but I don’t swallow
Thackeray’s wild statement. Nor do
I accept the equally ridiculous elaim
that Prescott, in doing his “Conquest
of Peru,” would memorize entire
chapters before doing a lick of writ-
ing. One author even went go far as
to insist that Preseott “kept about
60 pages in his memory for several
days, and went over the whole mass
five or six times, molding and re-
molding the. sentences at each succes-
sive return.” That’s bunk, I always
advise my readers to be skeptical of
anything that doesn’t sound reason-
able, even if it’s said by a writer
with a big nagxe.-

Is there any chance for the writer of
books to get a hearing? T mean, of
course, authors who have something to
say and who don’t worship-at the altars
of the conservatives.

Writers of good books—no miatter
how radical—have little ‘to complain.
ahout in countries where democratic
ingtitutions are suvported. Newspa- |
pers and ‘magazines usually ‘are
anxious to cater to the reactionary or
conservative slant—there are excep-

“{tions, of course—but book publishers,

in the main, aren’t afrald of -ideas,
éven radical ones. There are old-fory
nublishers who shudder at the sight
nf a single oriezinal. unconventional
idea, but thev can be dismissed with
a laugh, for they really don’t count
Five Socialist aunthors
come to mind at this moment—Maxim
Gorkv, H. G. Wells, Bernard Shaw
(long before he beean to flirt with
the idea of dietatorship), Jack T.on-
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don, and Upton Sinclair. They never
had much reason to complain. -Gorky,
long before his death, commanded an
international audience, Wells and
Shaw not only get publishers easily
but actually make lots of money in
thé bargain. Jack London had his
troubles getting started, ag did Upton
Sinelair, but when he arrived he
went over with a bang, incidentally
receiving more than $1,000,000 in his
lifetime from publishers., Upton Sin-
clair has just issued a. bibliography
of his books, and the copy he sent
me shows 772 titleg in 47 languages,
in 39 countries. That isn't at all bad
for a Socialist author, though I'm
sure he never made a great deal of
money any particular year, outside
of the months his American edition
of “The Jungle” was a best seller.
Sinclair has had books published in
languages most of us never even heard
about—such: as Tamil, Gujurati,
Marathi, Urdu, Telegy and Cyrillian,
languages, by the way, which I could
use fluently when I was young and

handsome but which I’ve forgotten as|

the clouds and frostg of age settled
on my head. It’s interesting to see
what happened to Sinelair’s works in
brutalitarian countries like Italy and
Germany., They were suppressed;
after many of his translations had
sold: well in the days of the German
Republic. Many of *Sinclair’s books
were included in the volumes that
were thrown to the flames by the
* Nazi book-burners. Of all foreign
countries, the Soviet Union has been
kindest Lo Upton BSinclair, where he
has been a best seller for many years,
the total sales reaching into the mil-
lions. Young writers who intend to0
turn to books have little to worry
about—if the;:x‘ car’mx‘ wr’ix‘te good books.

Who named Alaska? And what does the
word mean?

Alaska was named by the Esgkimos
and means “Great Country.” Readers
who are interested in this wonderful,
and fascinating, territory, are advised
to read ex-Governor Wm. A. Sulzer’s
booklet, “Facts You Should Know

About Alaska,” a work crowded with |

valuable data  about the land’s eco-
nomie, industrial, social and natural
life, The main part of this brochure
is the report of a speech on Alaska
which Mr. Sulzer delivered at a meet-

ing of “Sourdoughs.” We will be glad
to supply a free cony to any reader
who either subscribes for this paper
or renews his subscription, at the
usual rate of a dollar per year. A
dime should be added for packing,
handling and carriage. Americans
have long been attracted by Alaska,
but, strange to say., a surprisingly
small amount of literature has been
issued dealin!g*witl;nx‘the; vast territory. .

I want a short definition of Einstein’s
Relativity.

Prof. Einstein gets many requests
for such a definition. In order to save
himself long arguments and explora-
tions into astronomical mathematics,
he worked out the following, which-
he instructed hig secretary to ‘send
to all inquirers: :

“When you sit with a hice girl
for two. hours, it seems like two
minules; but when you sit on a hot
stove for two minutes, it seems like

. two hours.” % .

Have you any figures on solitaire?

The only figures I have were com-
piled by Charles H. Conklin, of Deca-
tur, Ill., who reports he has kept a
chart of 200,000 games of Canfield
solitaire, played during 40 years.
Conklin has played an average of
slightly less than 14 games per day.
He got out 1,629,257 cards in his 200,~
000 games, which is slightly more
than eight per game. Once he played
1,107 games before winning, the
greatest number between wins. His
record also shows that only once in
40 years did he win twice In succes-
sion, and he “never played 10 consecu-
tive games in which he got out 10
cards or more for each game.” Conk-
lin claims he could beat the game an
average of onece in every 185 games.
“Two times out of the 200,000,” Conk-
ln says, “I got out an entire suit gf
13 cards without having any card in
the other three suits.” "

How would one explain Evolution or
Atheism. to a child or youth? Do you
have any children?

I don’t think the average person
can sit down and “explain” Evolution
or Freethought to a child. I think
the best plan is to let the children
have access to good literature on the
subjects, beginning with = Thomas
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” followed by
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Ingersoll’s lectures; after which books
by Joseph MeCabe, Bertrand Russell,
Wm. J. Fielding, Maynard Shipley,
Joseph Lewis, and ‘other Rationalists,
will help lead intelligent, groping
minds. to intellectual emancipation.
In my own case—I have a son and a

daughter—I - don’t recall ever having

tried to win them over to Free-
thought. I put good literature within
reach, and-the effects have been satis-
" factory. Today—Alice, at 21, has
. graduated from the University of
Kansas, and Henry, at 19, is a gopho-
more in the same -institution—are
- thordughly debunked. They did it on
their own, which is the most effective
way of freeing young people from the
chains of Svuperna’xt;urai‘ism.

. L ¢
What. do you think of Nudism? Why
don’t you visit a camp, or have you?

T've discussed Nudism several times,
as my volumes of questions and an-
swers show. While I've never prac-
ticed. Nudism, I have nothing but re-
spect for the Nudists I've met. From
the beginning they impressed me. as
intelligent, liberal, progressive .peo-

ple. I've never visited a camp, per-
haps because I’ve never had the
" - chance. '

g%
1 have been advised ta hity an Apen
Gas Saver for my Ford V-8, which is
supposed to keep down transportation
costs. Is it a good buy? . .
I advise against all gadgets which
are supposed to gave gasoline, These
gadgets are connected with the mani-
fold and, presto, the consumption of
gas goes down. It's a lot of bunk.
The market is flooded with these
worthless devices. Many -old ones
~continue {0 be brought out under new
names. Don’t waste money on them.
The advertising‘claimg can’t be sub-
stantiated. o .
’ LR

What’s  your *opinion of the numerous
gasoline dopes now on the market?
They’re nseless. There’s no “dope”
that can make gasoline produce great-
er power, Some of the preparations
are nothing more than mothballs,
which are intended to fool the motor

car owhers, Just stick to the stand-

ard gas which is sold at your favor-
ite filling station. .When some smart
salesman tries to offer you pgasoline
pep pills ‘or “dope, tell him you’re not
.interested in his trash. These mix-

tures' are expensive .and absolutely
of no value. Don’t be fooled by the
high-sounding names they. take on—
Radimite, Inajiffy, Gascarets, Motor-
ginger, Lesgo,*Gas’eron‘i;cx‘, and the like.

Did - Thomas Jefferson . refuse, . while
President "of ‘the U8, to  proclaim
thanksgivings?

He "did. President Jefferson. wrote
to the Attorney General (in 1802).to
express his fervent “condemnation of -
the alliance between church and
state.” He hated and feared the idea
of such an alliance. So strong were
his convictions that he actually ex-
pressed open alarm over the possi-
bility of a Chufch-and-State alliance,
adding the sensational words that he
would refuse even to “proclaim- fast-
ings and thanksgivings, as my prede-

cessors did.” My authority for this .

quotation 1is  Jefferson’s writings,
which were issued in a set of 20 vol-
umes in 1903 by the Thomas Jeffer-
son Memorial Association,” Washing-
ton, D.C. The above expressions will
be found im vol.'10, page 305.  Gilbert.
Clinard, Jefferson’s biographer, wrote

| {page 390 of his book, “Thomay Jef-

ferson: the Apostle of Americanism,”)
that Jefferson “became more and more
eonvinced that the intrusion of the
churches into politics was one of the
worst evils that could befall any
country.” The* splendid spirit - of
Jefferson still lives. Our country.is
still pledged to the rejection of an al-
liance- between Church and State. All
progressives, ‘liberals, democrats and
Freethinkers should - insist- that the
country - stay that way., Religion.
should never be made an arm of the
State. S - -

L .
I want to know how much is the average -
cost of municipal government in .the
US., for every person living in: our
cities. How much of this money goes .
to necessary services and ‘how much to
the officials in the city hall?

Every man,’ woman and child pays .
an gyerage of $77.52 for city govern-
ment and services, Of this amount’
$3.67 goes to the mien and women in
the city hall for administrative, fihan-
cial, ~accounting, judicial and legis-
lative functions. The services which
cost $73.85 consist of the following:
garbage collection, fire and police de-
partments, health -and sanitation, hes- -~
pitals and clinies, charity inStitutions,
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recreational facilities like parks,
. pools,  municipal golf
courses, tennis courts, public schools,
lighting, streets, sewers, and so
on. It's ‘interesting to mnote that
most of the services were forced

on the municipality by the ecitizens.

themselves, who, by their votes, de-
manded schools, hospitals, garbage
disposal, recreation, and the like.
When we congider all these services—
-and they are useful—it isnt accur-
ate to insist that the city man’s taxes
are very far out of line. He pays
a lot, but the facts show he gets a
great deal in return. Despite waste,
graft and incompetence, the citizens
get a pretty good bargain, Take, for
example, a simple service like the re-
moval of ashes and garbage. If Mr.
John Citizen deeided to do this work
for himself, hiring a man and team
once each week, it’s safe to say the
expense would be at least $2b per
year, but by shifting the job to the

city he, gets it done for about $3).

per year, on the average, which

means a real service at a real saving.

Yes, taxes are high in our cities, but
which gervices would the voters ask
discontinued in order tp reduce: the

bitl? .
Ny LI B
Which crop is the most important in the
world? :

The first crop that comes to mind
is wheat, but that isn’t the most im-
portant because it isn’t the largest,
by any means. Rice is grown for
more people than wheat, and still rice
isn’t the crop. I’d say it's grass,
. without which our vast MWvestock in-

dustry couldn’t exist.
L K I
What is the real significance of fan let-

ters in the movie industry?

This is a subject about which I'm'
a little hazy, for Hollywood’s
ways always bewilder me, but Jimmie
Fidler, who is an expert on' the cine-
ma, in a recent Pictorigl Review,
gives us the low-down, as follows:

“Few persons realize the Import-
ance of the letters they write to
screen stars. In, all probability—

I hope Pm not shattering any illu-

siong—the ‘star never sees thent, yet .

they may make or break his career.-

Every studio keeps an exact record

of the number received by each of
- its players—a temperature chart

which is accepted by - the ‘ffont

office’ as final evidence that the ac-
tor is either hot or cold at the box
office. .Fluctuations are studied by
the produccrs as anxiously as the
gains and losses of a stock issue are
pondered by Wall Street’s plungers.
And woe to thé unfortunmate wight
whose fan mail slumps immediately
after the release of a new picture!
He might just as well launch his
, agent on the quest fo;; a new ‘job.”
;x< o

Can you tell how to figure the approxi-.
mate number of years one has left to
live? : C
The American Expectation Table -
of Mortality, which was prepared by
insurance actuaries, gives the follow-
ing as the best method to learn the
approximate number of yearg one has
left to live:
. Take the number 80. Subtract
your present age. Multiply the re-
mainder by 7. Divide the result by
10. The figure thus obtained is the
average number of 'years you may
expect to live; :

“You have a cordial sense of humor.
Many of your quips have made me
laugh.”—Robert McCauley, N.Y.

. o R

1. How much does the average American -
spend for meat annually? 2. How many
separate meat-packing plants have we?
3. What is the total. annual production

'of our meat-packing industry? 4. How

many slanghtering plants operate
Federal inspection? .

1, $15.38, according to a bulletin
issued by a. grocers’ association. 2.
1,100. 3. $2,0£0,0gs),00£. 4. 299, -

What’s your opirion of the recent au-
thors who go in for novels that contain
immense wordage? ) .
.. Frankly, I look on most of them as
slingers of verbiage. I don’t believe
there’s an author living today who
has go much to say to the world that -
he can’t get it out.of his system in
less than a million words., Thomas
Wolfe, who dicd in Baltimore, Sep-
tember 15, 1938, is reported to have
left- a 1,000,000-word manuscript of

a novel. I don't know. what it’s all

under

‘{about—and I doubt I'll ever find out,

for life’s too short to waste time on
such -masters of wordiness—but I'm
willing to claim that a-good novelist

|eould take his story - (granting there’s

a gtory in the Ms.) and tell it aceep-
tably in one-tenth the words. I'm
told that Wolfe has one of his chat-
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acters make a trip from Asheville to
Baltimore, and it takes him 60,000
words to describe it, when, according
to competent opinion, the whole point
of the trip advances the story only
slightly. Three hundred words would
have been pl‘ﬁ':;lty. ®

Are you able to produce a direct quo-
tation from one of the Popes in which
the clear-cut statement is made that
the Catholic Church is strictly opposed
to freedom of thought and speech?

There’s a wealth of material avail-
able. One that’s ag good as any will
be found in Pope Leo XIIT's encyeli~
cal (written in 1888), as follows: :

“ .. it is quite unlawful fo de-
mand, to defend, or to grant, uncon-~
ditional freedom of thought, of
speech, of writing, or of wor-
ghip. , . .”

In another encyclical (1885) the
same Pope declared that “it ig not
lawful for the State, any more lhan
for the individual, either to disre-
gard all religiousg duties or to hold
in equal favor different kinds of re-
ligion.”

By “unconditional freedom” the
Pope didn’t have in mind unlawful
acls by which speaking or publish-
ing is misused for anti-secial ends.
He meant only one thing—that the
dogmag of the Chureh should be ae-
cepted without question.

This reminds me of several letters
from Canadian readers who ask,
since President Roosevelt spoke in
Canada, whether it would ever be pos-
sible for the two.great countries to
combine, a wunion that would bring
many political and economie advan-
tages to both parties. T don’t doubt
that the more democratic, liberal,
progresgive western half of Canada
could easily become a valuable part
of the United States, but when we
come to,the eastern half we meet a
situation that brings up many doubts.
The fact that stands out against such
union iy the attitude of the Catholic
Church, -which is so powerful in
castern Canada. In that section Fase-
ism iy making alarming progress, be-
cause of its cndorsement by the hier-
archy. The Catholic Church is form-
allv recognized as a part of the State
and enioys numerous privileges, espe-
ciallv in educatioh. If Canada were
to come into the U.S. the Church

would have to surrender many of ity
advantages. That wouldn’t go so good
with the hierarehy. - Reactionary,
bigoted, narrow-minded, medieval
eastern Canada doesn’t want to throw
off the priests who look on the U.S,,

| with its democratic liberalism, as a

thing of the devil.. The U.S. hier-
archy keeps mum about the country’s
liberalism, because it’s leading only
a minority of our people, but when’
the high leaders get control, asg in
eastern Canada, they see to it that
the blessings of a free civilization are
crushed, In the U.S, only a few of
our priests—such as Father Cough-
lin—dare come out -openly for anti-
Semitism, Fasecism, destruction of
free unions, and the like, but in east-
ern Canada the Catholie-Faseists
propagandize and assert their policies
openly. We must never forget that
an - all-powerful Catholic. Church

'means the death of all liberalism in

literature, politics, education, behav-
jor, thought, speech, and the other
ideas of freedom one accepts as com-
monplaces in progressive, unorthodox
civilizations. In the casge of eastern
‘Canada, it would take a tremendous
upheaval hefore the hierapehy would
accept even ag a mere formality these

Jwords from our Constitution:

“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cige thereof; or abridging the free-
‘dom of ‘speech, or of the press. . . .”

L I

How productive are our airplane fac-
tories?

In 1987, 11 8. plantes produced 3.187
planes, worth about $115,000,000, in-
cluding accessories. This production
is expected to be increased by 25 per-
cent in 1938, v

Encloged is a letter from a New York
publisher concerning a ‘group of my
poems which T want you to give careful
consideration. As you can see, they ex-
pect me .to pay part of the expense.
Please rush reply by personal letter.
Let me warn you against having
anything to do with “vanity publish-
ers,” for that’'s what publishers are
who expeclt authors to.pay all or part
of the expense of issuing a book. No
reputable publisher would dream of
demanding money or advance orders
from an author. Publishers who pro-
mote schemes that call for money or
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advance ordems ‘are Tunning counter
to the profession’s “best practices.
You will be wasting your time an
money of -you have anything to do
with a vamty*pubhs)hg Beware.

Has ‘the ‘world:famous author, Romain
Rolland, ever expressed himself on the
racial asp’ects of Fascism? I know he
has Dbeen :ouispoken in his attacks on
Fascism’s political and economic tyran-
nies, ‘but has he ever written anything
in protest against Fascism’s anti-Semi-
tism?

‘Romain Rolland has expressed his
opposition to anti-Semitism ‘in plain
speech, In-a New Year’'s message to
a Jew in the U.S., Rolland wrote:

“] "take occasion to beg you' to
transmit ‘to Jews of the United
States and ¢f the whole world my
‘best wishes for the New Year. 1
have always admired your great race
and count many among you my best
friends. More than -ever, today, in
this hour of the world when -the
shameful persecution unleashed by
the Fascism of Germany and Italy
has fallen on you, I wish to express
‘my sympathy and esteem. 'I look
upon “Hitlerian racialism as one of
‘the filthiest leprosies that ‘has ever
‘sullied and ravaged humanity, Be
courageous. ‘We will conquer it.”

L

At what ages do athletes. reach the peak
of their ability?

Prof. Harvey C. Lehmann has
studied sports records covering many
years and claims athletes are tops
as follows: baseball players, 28; auto-

mobile racing -drivers, 28; heckey
players, 24—29; boxers, 24—29;
bowlers, 80—34; _marksmen .(rlﬂe‘

and pistol), 25—29; billiard players,
25-—29; tennis players, 22--26; and.
amateur golfex;x‘s, 25—29.

ko .
I would like to know what you think of
the idea of cremation. Does it cost more
than an ordinary burial? ‘We live miles
from a ¢rematory and expense must be
considered. 'T want a personal ‘reply.
‘Cremation always is better and
cheaper than burial. Frequently the
cost is much less than half. I don’t
know what the terms are -in S. Ddk.,
where this correspondent lives, ‘but
he can find out by -writing to the
nearest concern that operates such an
establishment and asking for a circu-
lar listing térms. Persong who don’t
know ‘the address of the nearest plwce
should agk for information from their

State Health Officer, -at ‘their State
capitol. Keep the circular on file, and
when the time comes all you need do
is to transport the body by motor car
or railroad and the job is done in a
few hours. The relatives will be given
the ashes, for digposition ag they see
fit. Frequently the -ashes are strewn
over some appropriate field or bit of
woodland. This can be made a simple
and ‘beautiful ceremony. It’s just as
dignified as a stuffy, expensive burial.
More digryfﬂed* o ‘;ny ;otion'

Christopher Morley, in The Saturday
Review of Literature, tells about a man
who refused ‘to “plarit ‘blue morning-
glortes -around his cabin ‘because 'they
would be so -béautiftiil they would inter-
fere with his work.” Please comment.

T ‘haven’t ‘any blue mormng-gilorles

outside the windows of the room in
‘which T do mv reading, thinking, and
‘'writing. But T have several glorious
‘'walnut trees within a few feet of my

dffice, 'in which sguirrels and a half
dozen different kinds of birds make
their homes. Omne squirrel stops put-

‘ting away walnuts now and then to

climb onto a window-sill and stare at

‘me for minutes at .a time. Of course,
T don’t do any work while that little,

rubber-neck is snooping around, be-
cause I know that anything I might

'write couldsnever be as interesting as
‘the ‘goines-on near mv window.
minufes T %waste” witéhing fhem will

The

never be missed. ‘But there’s one lit-

‘tle fellow who visits mv desk regular-
Tv—a mouse.

He never Sshows up
while I'm around. but he leaves his
“card” for me every nicht. Wach ddv,

‘the ‘first thing, I notice a ‘bit of black
‘200 over near the far right corner of
my glass-topped writing desk. Dur-

ing the night he a'lwayg, comes to that
spot and uses it Tor a ‘toilet at least
once—sometimes oftener, ‘as the gpirit
moves him. That Titfle rogue causes.
‘me annoyance, but T'm still to gét
aronnd to setéing a -trap for him.
FEven a mouse, I insigt, should be
house broke., Besides, there’s some-
thing of an implied insult in his be-
havior. Remember, I'm a professional
writer. I turn out lots of copv.
don’y claim anv of it is literature,
hut ‘T don’t like the thought of a
‘oray, little beast leavm‘q that 'kmd
of a greeting each morning right in
the shadow of the machine on which
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I turn out my pieces. It’s most dis-
tracting—and humiliating, 'His man-
ners are execrable. Whenever 1 have
to brush his drippings away I lose
the thread of my high-powéred
thought and thus deprive a palpitant
- public of anywhere from 10 to 100
words of verbal pabulum, ‘There’s an
insult somewhere, It's diffefrent with
_the, squirrels.
something. to be stared at—a freak
who sits for- hours and hours away
‘from the sun and open air to stare at
sheets of printed paper or to make
noises .on a black mechanism.' I know
they pity me, but they don’t insult
me the way that mouse does. Even

. the dozens of sparrows who fight' and.

chatter and rustle grub near my win-
dows—1I ‘like to think of sparrows as
flyine mice—dont offend my finer
sensibilities by _depositing within reach
of my typewriter black pellets. that
look a lot like slivers of pitch. My
nightly visttor hurts my  pride—but
even he has helped me gpread my
quota of words on pieces of paper, so
I can’t squawk. * %

What’s your real, honest 'opinion of
peovle who tiurn their radio on in the
morning and Tlet it run right through
the day and most of the night?

At home, on the farm, T don't worry
about any neighbor’s radm ‘heeange
the nearest farmhouse is a half mile
away, ag the crow flies—assuming
that crows always make a beeline
from one spot to another, which .1
doubt. Right in our own house there
are three radios, but as I'm gone most
of the day and part of the evening,
I don’t know, or ecare very much,

whether they’re on or off. All I ask:

is that when, after about 10 PM.,,
"T'm ready to settle down In bed for
an hour or two of solid reading that
the blarsted, bloody wireless he turned
ed hither and yon who must endure
off. But, being a man of nerves and
lively 1rmagmahon and having, i in ad-
dition, a smeecial horror for nolses,
can vitv those poor milliong seatter-
neighbors: who keep - their -radios

blasting away from 8 in the morning
to 11 or even midnight. T never ean

understand how these peonle can let
the thing rattle away while they go
about thelr work, read newspapers
and magazines, converse, plav bridge,
and in other ways.show that they

They look in on me as

don’t really hear the radio more than
a tenith of the time. I can’t even read
a newspaper headline understanding-
1y if the radio in my office ig on. I
can’t even wmte a check while the ra- -
dio:is singing or talking. Well, to be
accurate, it’s equally hard for me to .
write a check even when the radio is
off. Out t}us way, in bleeding Kansas,
the radio is especially bad. because
most of it comes from stationy that
cater to hill-billy atdiences, Moun- -
tain -music is surprisingly popular,
which tells wolumes. Therc must be a
vast audience for news on the num-
ber of sheep bought in Kansas City
up to 10.30 A.M. the price of hay in
St. Joe, and the livestock reports from
Joplin, - Patent medicine announce-
ments are on all the time, which
makes owe! think that the American
public must have an endlesgy bellyache.
Only a few gtations within 350 Tnlles :
of Girard make any attempt to give
real newg broad;casms, so for the most
time my radio is nothing but a damn-
ed nuisance. The music is terrible—-
the ballads of yokels, hillbilly mono-
logues put to crude mnotes, and, most
of all, the kind of Benny Goodman
screechmgs that have turned our
young people into- so many neurotic
jitterbugs, At that, I’d rather have
our young people shuﬁie and squirm
to Bemny Goodman than to “heil’”? the
hysteriecal mouthings of a crazy Hit-
ler. .There are depths of depravity
that sink far below the cavortings of
our jitterbugs, as reports from Ger-
many and Italy prove almost hourly.
Imagine what it'll be like, a few
years hence, when we turn on our
television sets and not only hear Hit-
ler make a speech-but actually see
him at it, his mouth -wide open, his
neck veins distended, and his face
pwrple to the point of an apoplectic -
stroke. Equally bad will be the pos-
sibility that we may be condemned to
not only hearing Mussolini but seeing .
him jut out' his jaw. Well, at least

Ilwe won't be .compelled to look.  We.

can turn it off and remain- at peace

with the world even if our neighbors

insist- o turning on their’ television -
machine in the morning and keeping
it in action the rest of the day. Tele-
vision will make manv new idols, but
it de'stro'y many .old ones. The b'esf
kind of a publicity bnild-up can*be .
deqtroyed by a few mmubes' orf tele-
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vision. The ne'xb mass mstrumend; of
" entertainment holds = possibilities of
good and bad. But, 1 insist, mostly
- bad, as the radio today is about 90
peroenfb bad. But, after all, isn’t that
just about true of everything? Edi-
tors must admit without argument
that even more than 90 percent of
the printed matter turned out by
newspapers, magazines and books are

$o much trash. But, at. least they

don’t obtrude themselves» on ug if we
.don’t like their bellywash. One doesn’t
have to read a pulp. _magazine or &
" confessions permdlcal or 4 yellow
newspaper, or a book by authors who
appeal to the mentally crippled, the
culturally illiterate, and the rest of
the unhappy erew whosce braing ytop-
ped growing when they reached their
ninth year. We always have thé dial
at hahd to save ourselves from radio
“horrors—and that’s something to.be
thankful - for—but what -can we do
when neighbors control that dial and
refuse po make the necessary. twist—
who, in fact, like the slop they're
‘hearing? Smenoe has still to supply
us with a dial which will enable us
to .control our neighborg’ radios, This
shows there are limits to science’s
powers. We can fire a cannon 30
miles and hit a filling station, but we
can’t turn off a nelg-}nbors radio.
- There’s something wrong there. But,
‘at any rate, their bageball and foot-
ball- reports, crappy. jokes and blat-
ant advertisements carry Shakespear-
ean overtones when compared to what
the publie hag to put up with in 2
Fascist country, Misery. has striet
clasgifications. * We arep’t hopelessly

lost, even when we put on_our worst,

How much money does Amerlcan busi-
ness pay for advertising by means of
blotters, business cards,” calendars,
match books, ete.? :

Ken magazine quotes Dr, L. D. H.
- Weld, an advertising expert, “who
estxmarbes business pours $350,000,000
_yearly down the sink for such trifies.”
"I don’t doubt that these knickknacks
constitute an enormous husiness. Take
mateh books; for example.. It seems
that every evening, when I go through
my pockets, I.fin an accumulation of
at least a half dozen that were pick-
ed up during the day. I'm so now
~that I
way I inhale (and exhale) air. There

'scattered on ‘my wvarious- desks.
.yet, through force of habit,

the

take them unconsciously, the’

must be several hundred match books
And

tinue buying b-cent boxes of large
matches, because I like them, even
though I put out money for them -

while the mateh books are free. One
gets free match books everywhere—
in. saloons, restaurants, hotel rooms,
and. the like. Everywhere, I'd say, -
except in cigar stores. It seems that
fellows who run cigar stores.
don’t believe in them. I, at least, find

it hard to get a free ma'och from a

cigar merchandisér.. He puts a per-
manent light” up near the counter
and expects you to use it. If you
want matches to take along with you,
he offers the implied suggestion that
you should get your matches where
you get your beer and nof expect
them to be supplied at the place you
think you have-a right to look for
them. In fact, coming to thmk of -it,
I recall now tha:r. most cigar stores
have a fish bowl on the counter, filled -
with penny boxes of matches, for
which ‘you are . expected to pay &
penny. .1 -never patronize :such pro-
jects. Either I pay 5c for & box of
large matches or I depend on the dis-
tributors of match books. Thiy re-
minds me, without much Feason, that
I used -a paper match the other mght
while in the men’s “place” -in the rear
of a saloon. While standing patiently
and letting the flow of events proceed
ih an orderly and satisfying way, I
lit a match gso I might get my cigar
worling again, and the light it threw'
attracted my eye to a sign on the
wall before me, which urged, in bold

letters: “Please stand close——the next .

fellow. may be*ballg-too’ged
How many military and naval alrplzmes
have we?

8,100, . ‘
I

How long can ‘man, dog, scorpion, spider

land snake go without food?

Man, 60 to 70 days; dog, 117 days;

‘scorpion, 368 days; splder, 17 monbhs,

snake, two yeirs.

Please list ‘the continents in their or-
der -as to size, - .

" “From big to Iittle ? as prmters
say, the continents fall into the fol-
lowing order: Asia, Afriea, North

America, South Amemca, Polar re~
-giong, Oceania, and Europe, ‘

con- -
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