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Questions and Answers 
What about the reports, pro and con 
regarding the Vatican’s attitude towarc 
Jaoan? 

The first report, which was sent ou 
from Vatican City bv the official cop 
respondent of td .&sock&d Press 
bore every mark of authenticity. : 
read it, carefully several times and 
as an experienced reporter. could set 
numerous internal proofs of Its hon 
esty. Every newspaper in the U.S 
and Japan printed it. It told, in plain 
k&n;;eh speech, that the Catholic 

whrch supports Fascisn 
wherev& it shows itself, also support. 
ed the Fascism of Japanese Imperial. 
ism and blessed the Mikedu’s inva 
sion of China, with its attendant her 
rors, bombing of unfortified cities 
killing and maiming of thousands ol 
women and children. and the entire 
economic’ and political sumbjugation ol 
an immense, fine people. 

The Etatcmcnt, which CRITIC from 
offisial Vatican sources, blessed tht 
rape of China and accept.ed the usua’ 
red-herring of supporting aggressior 
because it was saving the world fron 
the “menace of Communism.” Thf 
statement went on to say that Cath. 
olic priests were to give every possibh 
aid to Japan and that its aims il! 
China were in complete accord with 
the ideas of the Church. 

This statemerlt WPY released short- 
ly after the brother of the Mikadc 
had visited the Pope. While the Ja- 
panesp rulers are too intelli ent to 
accept t,he superstitions of gatholi- 
cism, they are also smart enough to 
know that this tremendously powerful 
engine f& reaction could be made to 
give valuable services to the Japanese 
Fascists,. One doesn’t look a gift 
horse in mouth, nor does one ask 
that one’s st,rong supporters shall 
share all of one’s ureiudices or super- _ - 
stitions. 

The Catholic Church, which is fol- 
lowing the Fascist policy of segre- 
gating the Soviet Union and prepar- 
ing the WRV for a combined attack 
on the ?wo&ers)fatherland, wants to 
see Japanese T nilitarism win in China 
so t,hat it will : then, be free to move 
to the North and help Germany de- 

s-troy the Soviet Union. That is the 
real reason why the Vatican supports 
Japan. 

The statement was received with 
shouts of joy in the Japancsc press, 
while the react,ion in the U.S. was 
obviously bad because it happens 
that many millions of our citizens 
still believe in Democracy in de- 
cency, in justice and humanity. The 
American -public was shocked .‘by the 
Vatican’s statement. .wpport,ing Ja- 
pan, because our people are over- 
whelmingly in sympathy with the 
Chinese people. The Cat,holic Church 
in American must hide iLs arlti-De- 
mocracy, its anti-Semitism, its Fasc- 
ism and its eeneral anti-nroeressiv- 
ism as, much a” possible lest new mil- 
lions of our people be educated into 
an understanding of- the menacing 
policies of the Catholic hierarchy. SO, 
within the next, 24 hours the Associ- 
ated Press was compelled to carry a 
denial by another unnamed source in 
Vatican City, but it’s interestink to 
note that this deniai. which was s’ent 
to Japan as well as ‘the U.S., wasn’t 
used by the Japanese press. The 
Catholic Church wanted its pro-Fast- 
ist views accented in one country and 
unofficially denied in a country~ that 
is still “afflicted with the poison of 
liberalism.” 

The Associated Press gave the 
American aublic the Church’s true 
position in- the first statement; the 
second statement was carried, with- 
out exnlanation. because it was com- 
pelled ‘to or else stand the full fury 
of t,he angry hierarchy. It took its 
punishment without muttering a word 
3f nrotest because it has learned to 
Eea; the uowers of the priests. Some- 
3ay the truth will come out. Mean- 
whil,e, those who know how to read 
‘he signs of the times know that the 
first statement told only what wad 
lbvious8 to the informed. It reveaied, 
furthermore, t.he interesting, and 
igain obvious, fact that the Catholic 
Church is more interested in its re- 
actionarv economic nollicies than it is 
:oncerne”d over the- religious convie- 
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tions of the world. Fascism is itc 
real religion. And. when it’s giver 
its choice between Fascism and Ca. 
tholicism, it takes the former. Con. 
sider the spectacle of the Pope sup 
porting France’s Mohammedan Moor! 
as they went about the bloody worE 
of slaughtering thousands of Cath, 
olic Loyalists in the Catholic pro, 
vinces of the Basque section of North. 
western Spain. It doesn’t even stol 
at making deals with heathen Jap 
ane,se, so long as the objective is tht 
advancement of Fascism and the pre 
yarat,ion of a combined attack on the 
Soviet Union. 

l 
9 * 

Can a Social& consistently supporl 
President Roosevelt? 

This question has an acad.emic 01 
theoretical aspect and a practical 
side. Theoretically, a Socialist can 
only support a political ticket which 
has as its (program the complek SO- 
cialization of t,he large-scale indus- 
tries, the establishment of industrial 
democracy, and a social order devoid 
of classe_. In other words, his main 
objective is the elimination of the 
capit,alist class’s ownership of the 
mines, mills, factories. power plants, 
railroads, immense farms, shipping, 
communication, banks, and t,he like. 
That’s t.hP gd. 

But that same Socialist is living in 
a real world and is facing immediate 
problems that must be treated today, 
not in the remote fut,ure. The intel- 
ligent Socialist knows that the Amer- 
ican people aren’t ready-intellec- 
tually and or~~.ni~nt,innR113r-l.o ap- 
prove of full Socialism. The im- 
mediate is of more interest to t,he 
average citizen. And our President 
-who is by no means a Socialist- 
offers the key to the immediate re- 
forms that are so urgently needed. 
Roosevelt is the man of the hour be- 
cause he has in mind t,& most neces- 
sary and immediate slEeia1 changes. 
He hasn’t said a word in favor of 
doing away with Lhe pro’fit system; 
in fact. he believes in it. He doesn’t 
envisage the day when the capitalists 
will be deprived of their control over 
the mea.ns of production., distribu- 
Con, and exchange, because he be- 
lieves such ownership is right and 
just. Socialists, of course, reject 
those views, but they admit, for the 
present at least, they are theoretical 
questions. 

President Roosevelt wit,h all his. 
bcliof in the desirabili’ty of the cap- 
italist system of wealth production 
and distrisbution, knows what’s in 
the minds of the groping .masses. One 
might, call that political genius and 
not be far from the truth. Roosevelt Y+ 
sees the day when the masses of 
worlrcrs and farmers will enjoy un- 
employment insurance, old age pen- 
sions, health insurance, minimum 
wages, maximum hours, and a num- 
ber of other pressing reforms. Some 
of these progressive measures already 
have been enacted into law. Others 
are on his program for the near fu- 
ture, especially those involving min- 
imum wages and maximum Kours- 
changes <hat are badly needed for 
the protection of the vast army of un- 
skilled, unorganized wdrkers.- 

The practical Socialist knows that i 
his theories about the ultimate ner- 
feet society look good on paper, *but 
the immediate program is the need of 
contemporary ioci&y, so he is willing 
to let the former rest while he puts 
his voice and influence behind the 
President’s worthwhile, social-minded “’ 
progra~l of relurms. When the re- 
forms are firmly established, when 
the minor protections t,o labor will 
have been achieved, then will it be 
time enough to advance the major 
program of nationalization of the \ 
Large-scale industries. The latter will 
be a social revolution-that is to say, 
a social change, which doesn’t mean 
violence. by any means. The intelli- 
qent Socialist mu& make his choice 
during the near future between evo- 
lution and social change (revolution). 
and he knows that the former is 
:loser t,o the ideals OX the masses, a 
fact which the President seems to 
sense so intelligently and support so 
Jnergetically. 

I f  I have covered the economic and 
indus’trial situation accurately then 
it seems logical and consistent for 
2 Socialist t,o*supprt*the President. 

It appears to me you a& not quite log- 
ical in vour position regnrding the in- 
evitable struggle between Democracy 
%nd Fascism. Your position, as an anti- 
Fascist, should be this: Since Fascism 
:an be crushed only by force, all demo- 
xatie countries should form a defen- 
aive alliance, declare war on Germany, 
[taly, Japan, Insurgent Spain and 
Portugal, and crush the infamous thing, 

i, 

---a 
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I f  I thought the problem could b 
solved ap simply as that, I’d be en 
waving the bloody shirt and hurlinl 
no end of spread’-eagle rhetoric at th’ 
enemy. But it isn’t. quite that easy 
What reason have you for assuming 
that if the democratic countries wer 
to go to war on the Fas&t countrie; 
that Democracy would prevail? Die 
you ever stop to think that a war OI 

Fascism might res#ult in our demo 
cratic countries (including thl 
U.S.A.) all going Fascist? 01 course 
if the Fascist countries drive us into 
war, I, as a convinced anti-Fascist 
will do what little I can-and it wil 
be done to the limit of my sligh 
powers-to support my country ii 
its resistance against organized gang 
nterism, but I certainly never sug 
gested-and never intend t,o sugges 
-that we should all start a big wa1 
just because we don’t like the kinc 
of government some foreign countrie! 
are cursed with. The U..S.A., Eng 
land, France and other demooratic 
countries are harboring too man3 
near-Fascists-and real Fascists- 
who are just. waiting for the condi 
tions to develop that will enable then 
to clamp down an authoritarian, ty 
rannical dictatorship on the variom 
peoples who are still enjoying th6 
blessings of free speech, free press 
free asembly, civil rights in general 
and a voice in selecting those who are 
to be entxusted with the powers of 
government. Let’s fight Fascism all 
the time-with education and the 
white light of honest publicity-but 
let’s be careful we don’t go about it 
in such a way t,hat we all blunder 
into the very system of tyranny we’re 
trying to oppose. 

+ + * 
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What is the meaning of Brazil’s sur- 
render to Fascism? 

The fir& fact that comes to mind- 
and b,y far the most important-is 
this: Mussolini and Hitler now have 
a strong foothold in Latin America. 
The larpesrt in South America and 
258,539 Iaquare miles larger than 
the U.S.A.. is now a totalitarian 
State, with ‘Getulio Vargas as it,s all- 
powerful dictator. From this new 
Fascist citadel the forces of black 
reaction will conspire to spread their 
authoritarian do’gmas to every coun- 
try in Central and Sout,h America. 
The only poss,ilble exception is Mex- 
ico, which promises to be a democratic 

country so long as Lazaro Cardenas 
is President. 

The U.S., Canada and Mexico must 
adjus’t themselves to the appalling 
condition that Fas#cism is a mar-at- 
hand menace. Thp ‘Monroe Doctrine 
-which President- Roosevelt wisely 
interpreted osn the foundation of the 
“good neighbor”-must, before long, 
be put to the test, for Mussolini and 
Hitler (with Japan always in sight) 
intend to make the most of this de- 
velopment. Their first objective will 
be to wrest immense trade advantalges 
from the Brazilian dictatorship. 

It’s only a question of time before 
Brazil signs the anti-Communist, pact. 
along with the three great Fascist 
powers which have already agreed to 
its terms. Such a pact, aa I’ve CX- 
plained many times in the recent east, 
isn’t intended to st*rike at the “men: 
ace” of Communism-that’s iust a 
smoke-screen-but to undermine all 
forms of democratic, parliamentarian, 
republican government, which means 
that even countries like the U.S. will 
be looked on as “breeding-places of 
Bolfshevism.” 

The Fas&t beast has crossed the 
Allantic. Every lover of freedom, 
humanity and progress will mark the 
lessons of this new usurpation and 
make every poslsible sacrifice to keep 
the political and economic disease 
within definite limits. For the’ pres- 
ent, such anti-Fascists will have to 
depend on the powerful weapons of 
education and enlightenment to keep 
the poison from infecting our own 
country, for we have numerous or- 
ganizations-particularly the K.K.K. 
-which are only waiting for their 
chance to give the American people 
the came treatment that has bcon 
handed so brutaliy to the peoples now 
ruled by Fascist dictators. The first 
nc’ed, I repeat, is a powerful anti-Fas’c- 
ist press, by which the printed word 
will be used to fight the darkness of 
Fascism with the blazing light of 
truth. A free., independent, anti-Fasc- 
ist. press is our first line of defense. 
Every friend of democracy must real- 
ize the seriousness of the zituation and 
be prepared. $0 make’ every conceiv- 
amble sacrifice to build and maint,ain 
such a press. 

The first a’& of triumuhant Fasc- 
ism is always to destroy‘ a country’s 
free press. The first act of defense 
among anti-Fascists must be to es- 

. 
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tablish and nurture a free press. The 
end of a free press always spells the 
bt@nning of ,Fasoism. Let’s learn 
this simple lesson now, before it’s too 
late. Our duty is plain. Let us try to 
live up to our immense’ respontibil- 
ities. I keep pounding on this point 
because it’s t,he most vial and press- 
ing sintgle fact in contemporary life, 
We must ltarn the bitter lessons from 
previous collapses of democracy. A 
free, powerful, truth-seeking Dress 
can se&e as a’wall to hold &c~ the 
Fascist deluge. It isn’t all there is to 
the fight, but, it’s the most immediate 
form of d’efense, the most essential 
introductory strategy. 

I appeal to every opponent of racial 
persecution, to every hat,er of tyran- 
ny and Caesarism, to every supporter 
of the ideals1 of free labor. fres press 
and free speech, t,o real& the grav- 
ity of the recent developments among 
the world’s onganizcd bandits. What 
strikes terror to every anti-Fascist 
is the astounding fact that most of 
our newspapers and magazines belong 
t,o the economic exploiters, to the 
greedy speculators, to the economic 
royalists. They feel that when the 
forcen nf social change beoomc too 
strong they can always turn their 
tremendous influence in the direction 
of Fascism. Such elements can never 
be expected to ‘become genuinely anti- 
Fascist. We must act together now to 
build a free press\, fro& the bottom 
up. It isn’t too late, if we act prompt- 
ly, but if we stand by idly and let 
this torrent of Fascism move forward 
to newer and greater victories, we will 
find ours~elves facing an overwhelm- 
ing foe without the slightest possi- 
bility omf self..preservation. I’m not 
indulging in idle pessimism. In truth, 
I am moved by real optimism, for I 
see’ possibilities of successful resis- 
tance and genuine safety if all 
Americans who are aware of the 
menace of Fascism act together tod,ay 
to establish a great, powerful, widely 
circulated. unsulbsidized, truly inde- 
pendent press. The challenge is a 
real omne, and I have sufficient faith 
in American anti-Fascists to believe 
they will rise to their vast relsponsi- 
bilities. 

Will you please tell me what Fascism 
is? Also advise just what you have in 
print on this subject. 

Sex Bogk.” “Newest DHcoveries in 3 
Astronomy.” “The Failure of Fasc- 
ism I7 “Economic Gains of the Soviet 

j 

Unibn.*’ “The Causes of the Civil War ’ 
in Spain.” ‘LAphrodisiacs and Anti- *; .! 
Aphrodisiacs.” “Famous Unsolved 
Murder Mysteries. ” “The King and 1 

Mrs. Simpson.” And so on. The@ 
i ,~ 

titles, I insist, are infor’mative, n&t 
.i : 
1 

My 12 volumes devoted to ques- 
tions and answers are crammed with 

data on Fascism, Nazism, etc. I srug- 
ges& thfat this reader turn to thin 
source of authentic ddnitions. com- 
ments and analyses. Many of joseph 
M~Ckbe’s works-especially t.itles in 
the A B C Librarv of LivinP Knowl- 
edge, the Appeal io Reason5 The His- 
tory of the World Since 1918, etc.- 
contain sound informative -discus- 
sions of b’as&sm. 

* ++ 4+ 
1 1 

The New York Herald Tribune, Novem- 
ber 12, 1827, contains the report of a 
lecture by Sinclair Lewis before the 
League for Political Education in the 
N. Y. Town Hall. In this lecture, Mr. 
Lewis, according to the report, made an 

5 

attack on the editor of The Freeman 
because “he (E Haldeman-Julius) found 
he could sell classics better by dressing 
them UD with lurirl titles.” Please reply. 

I have never nracticed sensational- 
ism in my entire career as an editor 
and publisher, during which T distri- 
buted more than 200,000,000 books. 
I have always avoided t,he lurid, in 
subject-matter or in titles. A book, 
in order to get published, should be 
good. That’s the first requirement. 
Then it should be given a title-not a 
lurid one but one which des#cribiels the 
contents of the book, It. always has 
been my theory that, a title that tells a 
lot about a ood book (including a 
longer sub-tit ’ fe, if mom ideas are t@ . 
be emphasized) will help s#ell the book. 
I make no bones about saying that 
I Iike to see a book sell. Nothing disd 
courages me more than to see a good 
book stay on my shelves like a bump 
on a log. To prove that I’m not given 
to the lurid, I& me call Sinclair Lewis’ 
attention to a few of my most recent 
books. First of all, consider my own 
12 large volumes, which are called 
only “Queslions and Answers.*’ That’s 
pretty quiet, but it tells what the 
books are about. Then look at these: 
“A Popular History of the US.” 
“Great Court Trials of History.” 
“Fundament,als of a Dantce Educa- 
tion.” “A History of the World Since 
1018.” “How to Improve Your Eng- 
lish in Sveech and Writine.” “Modern 
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lurid. Sinclair Lewis is merely re 
peating t,he nonsense of my publish- 
er-enemies, who try to imitate me 
and malign me at thiel same time. 
Hurling the charge of sensationalism 
at the only editor in the world who 
publishes a paper that’s totally de- 
void of headlin#es is t,o indulge in a 
peculiar, inverted form of the lurid. 
I may be wrong, but it seems to me 
Sincrair Lewis is trying to get even 
with me for thee critical things I’ve 
been writing about his wife, Dorothy 
Thompson, in my lurid, sensational 
publication. 

I am enclosing 13 preliminary sketches 
of the murals John Steuart Curry plans 
to do for the Kansas capitol. Please com- 
ment on them. 

I have long bee,n an admirer of 
Curry’s art, but if these sketches are 
a warning of what, we’re to get I’m 
afraid this native Kansan is merely 
hurrying home to sew up $20,000 and 
then skip off somewhere1 else where 
he can indulge his genius at will. The 
whole job strikes me as prosy, dull, 
commonplace-the sort of work any 
half-competent painter of mediocre 
talents could dash ofl in juti enough 
time to entitle him t,o the neat for- 
tune the people of Kansas are to 
raise. It looks to me as though Mr. 
Curry-who probajbly has struggled 
through too many years of depression 
-looked over the patriotic, right- 
thinking, respecta.ble, sound and sol- 
vent committee and decided he was 
going to give just what it takes to 
satisfy such a colorless, dra!b, unimag- 
inative crew of so-called oelebriti’es. 
There won’t be a real idea in a car- 
load of such prettified junk. Curry is 
the smnrtent fellnw in the whole deal, 
but h,e should be careful not to par- 
ticipate in too many such contracts 
or he will surely turn himself into a 
third-rate quack and hack. It seems 
apparent that Curry-the best poli- 
tician in the room-sized them up for 
what thley realsly were-a lot of stuff- 
ed shirts out to give art a boost and 
at the same time pay their own smug- 
ness an expensive complimlent. The 
money, of course, won’t come oul of 
their pockets. And the artist, I’m pos- 
itive, will rush for other sections be- 
fore the paint dries. He knows right 
well that the sketches he submitteed 
are the sort of things an uninspired, 
but first class, sign painter could do, 

if he spit on his hands and really 
tried hard. Every muralist in the 
country will pat him on the back for 
get.ting the kale and pat him a little 
lower for delivering such a poor, un- 
dramatic, listless, conventional bill of 
goods. But the Kansas committee and 
most of t& Kansas spectators will 
applaud Curry and congratulate 
th,cmselves on the fine bargain they 
managed to squeeze out of an art,ist 
who decided to forget his talent long 
zncugh to do smart business that could 
deliver gobs ok sm;rt Coney. 

Please comment on the argument fre- 
quently voiced to the effect that Jews 
:ontrol the wealth of the U.S. 

I have discussed this subject many 
;imes during the past, all of which 
lyill be found in my books of ques- 
;ions and answers, but a newly issued 
look “America’s Sixty Families,” by 
Ferdinand Lundberg (Vanguard 
PDF SS) , o’rganizes the discussion in 
ruch a handy way that I want to 
summarize it bel’ow. We find that 
,nly a few of America’s 60 rich- 
& families are Jews, and none 
Ef these are near the t,op of the list. 
I’ho real financial powore with their 
Xggregate family income tax for a 
single year, 1924, are: 

Rockefellers, $7,309,989. 
Mornans Inner Grouo. 34.796.263. 
For&, $4,766,863.~ -’ ’ ’ 
Harknesses, of the Standard Oil 

Company, $2,776,735. 
Mellons, of the Aluminum Company, 

bankiyg, etc., $3,237,876. 
Va;qdgegrgbts, N.Y. Central R.R., $2,- 

WhitAeys, Standard Oil, $2,143,992. 
Standard Oil Group (including Arch- 

holds, Bedfords, Cutlers, Flaglers, 
Pratts and Benjamins, but ex- 
cepting others), $X,737,857. 

Du Ponts, $1,294,651. 
McCormicks, International Harvest- 

er Company and Chicago Tribune, 
$1;332,517. 

Bakers, First National Bank, N.Y.C., 
$1,575,482. 

E;I;F, General Motors, $f,424,583. 
Marshall Field Company, 

$1,1;7,605. 
Curtis-Boks, Curtis Publishing Com- 

pany, (Saturday Evening Post, 
etc.), $1,308,228. 

Dukes, American Tobacco Company, 
$1,045,544. 

Not a single Jew is to’ be found in 
he above list of top-leaders. Later, 
n this list of 60 richest families, we 
:ome on the following Jews: 
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Guggenheims, American Smelting 
and Refining Company, $817,636. 

Lehmans, Lehman Brothers, banking, 
$672.897. 
Warburgs, Kuhn, Loeb and Company, 

banking, $598,246. 
K;hn26OFhn, Loeb and Company, 

. . 
‘Mortimer Schiff, Kuhn, Loeb and 

Company, $459,410. 

Down towards t.he bolttom of the 
list, we find a few more Jews, two of 
whom, Friedsam and Rosenwald, are 
deceased : 

George Blumenthal. Lazard Freres. 
$415,621. 

Michael Friedsam, 
9292.196. 

merchandising, 
_ -. -, -. _ _ 

Julius Rosenwald, Sears, Roebuck 
Company, $208,812. 

Bernard M. Baruch, stock market, 
$268,142. 

And that’s all. In the entire U.S., 
with its vast wealth, we find nine im- 
portant J,ewish names, about half of 
whom are near the bott.om of the list, 
and none of whom are near the top. 
Space limitations have kept me from 
listing powerfully rich non-Jews like 
the Wideners, Reynolds Astors, 
Winthrops, Stillmans, Pitcairns, Met- 
calfs, Clarks, Phipps, Greeua, Patter- 
son,s, Tafts, Deerings. Del Fore&, 
Goulda, Hills, Drexels, Thomas For- 
tune Ryans. and other families. 

Adding up the income taxes paid 
by the nine Jews in the above list, we 
find a grand total of $4,098,‘768, which 
is $3,211,221 LESS than the income 
taxes paid by the Rockefeller family. 
The Morgan inner group paid more 
than all nin,e Jewish families, by al- 
most $700,000. The same goes, for 
the Fords. 

The facts, therefore, indicate 
there’s not,hing to the argument that 
“Jews control the wealth of the U.S.” 
Ther,e are some rich Jews, b$o;Fanr- 
side our Rolckefellers, 
Fords, Mellons, and others, they ard 
just so many ira:ateUW. 

* 4 4 
Pleaw comment on the Fascist-Catholic 
claim that the world enemy is Commu- 
nism. 

I have many times-along with 
others-called attention to this red 
herring that is the favorite alibi of 
F,ascist-Catholic aggression. The Vat- 
ican and Fascists know that Commu- 
nism is no threat to world peace. 
They know-though they won’t, admit 
it-that the Soviet Union is one of 

the world’s greatest forces for peace. 
But Communism and Bolsbcvism can 
be used as slogans with which 
to frighten their dupes, so they are 
trotted out whenever the masscmur- 
derers want to cover or justify their 
violent attacks on peace-loving neigh- 
bors. 

Corrlnluuiam means one thing to 
hsonest people and quite another to 
the Fascist-Catholic aggressors. The 
Vatican, Hitler, Mussolini and Japan 
brand anything that’s progressive 
and liberal wi,th the stigma of Com- 
munism. Thus, in the eyee of these 
remnants of the Dark Ages, anyone 
who believes in republicanism-as 
most Americans believ-e-is a Commu- 
nist. Anyone who accepts democracy 
is; a Communist. An,yone who main- 
tains that a government should pro- 
tect free speech, free press and free 
assembly is a Communist. Even a 
government that believes in parlia- 
mentary rule is commumstic, in the 
eyes of the FascistCatholics. 

That means countries like Czecho- 
slovakia, Switzerland, Holland, Nor- 
way, Sweden, Denmark, France, Loy- 
alist Spain, Mexico, Great Britain, 
China, Cantada and the U.S.A. are 
really breeding-places of Communism. 
So says the Fascist dictator, and SO 
says the Vatican. When Czecho- 
slovakia is finally attacked by Hitler, 
the war-cry will be “Crush C’ommu- 
nism !” 

Once we get this idea clear in our. 
minds we cease wondering at the 
way our Fascists find Communism in 
everything that% fair, free and hu- 
man. We aren’t even surprised when 
th’e Fascist officials in the Brazilian 
province of Rio de Jan&o saw fit t.0 
order the removal of Mark Twain’s 
“The Adventures) of Tom Sawyer,” 
from all public schools and liibraries 
because of the novel’s dan’gerous ideas 
and Communism. I suspect that even 
Tam’s despairing Aunt Polly never 
looked on him SW sn agent of the 
ideology that was later to become a 
moving force in what came to be 
known as the Soviet Union. I make 
bold to say this! even though Mark 
Twain wrote that Aunt Polly was 
positive the young scoundrel would 
come to a bad end. While it’s true 
I have ceased wondering at the stu- 
pidities of jittery Fascists, this sup- 
pression of the tale about the barefoot 

-,- 

:  ” 
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boy who lived near the banks of the 
great Mississippi compels xne to sus- 
pect that the worst manifestations of 
Faslcism are still to be achieved. I 
once thought, in my innocen’ce, that 
the bottom was scraped long ago. As 
I recall the story, Tom Sawyer had 
something of the impulses ‘of a shrewd 
exploiter, as shown by the way in 
which he got 30 yards of fence white- 
washed-a jolb he hated to do him- 
self-by making the bsoys in the neigh- 
borhood want to do the job for him, 
a desire that was so pressing that 
they ,actually paid him for the privi- 
lege of doing what he himself con- 
sidered ‘outside his tastes ‘There’s 
no Communism there, espec-ially since 
the exploited boys never even thought 
utf rsvolling. In truth, if a Tom Saw- 
yer were to show up somewhere along 
the Nevsky-on-the-Stalinsky River 
and try to pull the whitewashing 
stunt that Mark Twain savs hannen- 
ed about a cent,ury ago in” Hannibal, 
Missouri, he would be arrested for 
counter-revolution. for Tro’tskvism. 
and for conspiring to bring back the 
regime in which wicked canitalists 
expl,oited h’umble workers. M&be the 
Fascists think Tom Sawyer wasn’t 
quite Aryan, but here I can assure 
them there wasn’t even a Jewish great 
grandmother in his family tree. Per- 
haps Tom Sawyer betrayed his Lenin- 
ism by aslsociating with that obvious- 
ly proletarianized, incinient rebel 
against constituted authority and 
scorner of smug respectability, 
Huckleberry Finn. Even here the 
argument. docon’t nccm to hold up 
well. Huckleberry Finn, had he lived 
long enough, might have ended up 
running a filling station and voting 

’ for Homover and Landjon’. Tom Saw- 
yer’s friendship for Injun Joe begins 
to look menacing when we give prop- 
er notice to the Fascist mumb’o-jum- 
bo about racialism and the eberna1 
inferiority of anyone who isn’t exact- 
ly like a Fascist in mind and body. 
Well, at anv rate, “Alice in Wonder- 
land” iw &ill read, even in Fascist 
countries, though I wouldn’t be SUT- 
nrind if wme ce'n~nr were to find that 
Alice’s1 #adventures were really intend- 
ed as thrusts at the topsy-turvy won- 
derland of Fascism. 

The Naris frequently make use of the 
argument that it was necessary for 
them to rule Germany because “Jewr 

and Marxists had taken control of the 
government and undermined the whole 
goWrnmenta1 bureaucrats.” Please 
comment. 

This argument’s falsity can be 
demonsSrated by figures which the 
Nazis themselves have released. Her- 
mann Neef, Leader of Govenlment 
Officials, in his, 1937 report to the 
congress of government officials in 
Munich, stated that 5,433 officials had 
been dismissed since 1933 on grounds 
of political unreliability (which moans 
they weren’t, Nazis) and 1,984 be- 
cause they were Jews. His report 
then showed that this amounted to 
only seven-tenths of 1 ‘percent of gov- 
ernment official%. The numb,er of Jews 
in public OffiCe amunted to far less 
than one-half of 1. percent, while the 
proport,ion of Jews to the genera1 
copulation was 1 nercent. 

IIow many newspapera arc published in 
the Soviet Union and what is their total 
circulation? How does this compare 
with czarist times? 

1 gave some official figur’es on these 
subjects several years ago, but I am 
glad to again take up the matter be- 
cause I have mo’re recent, data. In 
3938, the Soviet Union has 9,250 
publications with a combined circula- 
tion of 37,971,000, as) against 859 
publications and 2,700,OOO circulation 
in the davs of the Czar. 

The Soviet Union’s campaign 
against illiteracy has been one of the 
most important and successful efforts 
of t:he regime. The figure I iust gave 
for 1938 could be multiplied at least 
thrm-fnlrl if t,he publishing industry 
could get sufficient supplies of print 
paper. 

It is estimated that from- six to 
eight persons read each newsparper 
that’s printed in Russia. Because of 
the paper shortage, workers chin in 
to buy newspapers for their club or 
groun. and by arrangement each cony 
circulates until it’s, worn to sshreds. 
Pravda (Truth) is the most popular 
newapaaer in Russia. with a circula- 
tion ‘of 1,900,OOO. Izvestia (News) 
comes slecond. with a circulat,ion of 
1.600.060. Each could easily triple its 
circulation if the naner s’ituation per- 
mitted. A papw which rirculates 
among the peasants Th,e Pnasants’ 
Gazette. has a circulation of about 
5,000,000. 

Th#ere are no privatelv owned news- 
papers in Russia. Each newspaper 
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represents some department of the 
government, ‘organization or industry. 
Thutr, Pravda 1s the official organ of 
the Communislt Party, which rules 
Russia. Izvestia is the official news- 
paper of th,e government. The army 
has its own newspaper, Red Star. 
The trade unions, cooperatives, heavy 
industry, light industry, y0ut.h move- 
ment, cte., all have their oEeia1 or 
gens. 

Please comment on Lord Mottistone’s 
statement. “The zenera ueace of Europe 
is not thkatenei because only a l&a- 
tic would cause war now.” 

The Lord is right when h.e says 
only a lunat,ic would cause war, but 
he should take into consideration the 
obvious fact that two great lunatics- 
Hi&r and Munnolini- -arc already at 
war in Spain and can have a general 
war whenever thes feel ready f.or it. 

4+ l * 

How do the writings of Jack Londur 
stand in the Soviet Union? 

Russian translations of Jack Len. 
don’s works are extremely popular 
In fact, I even go so far as t,o say 
that London’s stories are more wide 
Iy read in the Soviet Union today 
th,an in, the U.S. Over here, his pop- 
ularity is at the lowest point since 
his lam_ented death, while in the 
U.S.S.R. larger and larger editions 
of his works are being issxxed from 
year to year. 

Has Stalin ever taken a stand against 
anti-Semitism? 

Some years ago, when questioned 
by the Jewish Telegraph Agency, 
Stalin wr0t.p: “Cnmml7nints, as con- 
sistent internationalists, cannot fail 
to be irreconcilable and sworn en- 
emies of anti-Semitism.” There’s 
nothirly Lu show that Slalin has ever 
shown the slightest sympathy for the 
beliefs and tac+tics +of t$e Jew-haters. 

One frequently hezs the remark that 
Jews won’t work. but prefer instead, 
to make their living as traders or 
peddlers. Please comment. 

The charge has no factual basis. 
For centuries1 the Jews. in many 
countries, were denied. by law, the 
right to own land. Thus, after being 
kept by force from tilling the soil, 
they are accused of bein,g averse to 
agricultural labor. Today, in Pales- 
tine, there is, no land that hasn’t 
more than its supply of Jewish farm- 
ers ready and an&us tp raise dl 

kinds of crops and tend cattle, sheep, 
fowl, and the like. 

In Ruslsia, during the days of. the 
Czar, only 4 percent of the Jews 
worked in t-he sizable industries, but 
this was because Jews were surround- 
ed with every ‘conceivable obstacle 
when they attempted to get jobs as 
industrial workers. That this is an 
accurate comlnent on the situat,ion js 
shown beyond question by. the 
way the Jews of Russia have gone 
to work in the large-scale industries 
since the downfall of Czarism and 
the rise of the Soviet Union. Todjay, 
according to official figures. 29.8 per- 
cent of all Jews in Russia are em- 
ployed in the industries. Under Czar- 
ist rule, only 2.2 percent of the Jews 
worked on the land. Today, 6.7 per- 
cent are employed on the Soviet 
Union’s farms. 

Before Zhe Russian revolution, 31 
perc’ent of the Jewish population were 
engaged in trading, or peddling. 
This was because they were forced 
into this sphere. Today3 all trade is 
controlled by the State, s,o there are 
no Jews engaged in peddling, but 
the 31 percent thus previously occu- 
pied are much happier in the change 
to industrial, agricultural, cultural 
and profmessional activit,ies. 

+P %* +I+ 
Is it true that the newspapers are etern- 
ally at war with the radio? 

There really isn’t anything to this 
widely held belief, for, to begin with, 
many broadcasting stations belong to 
newspapers. They want to keep news 
r’eports down to the least possible 
wordage over the radio, ibecause- t,he 
publislhers seek to protect their own 
economic position by compelling the 
public to turn to the newspapers for 
news- Out,side of that, radio and the 
press are like loving brothers. 

An interestin,g .exampl’e comes t,o 
mind. Recently there was published a 
most useful book-from the viewpoint 
of the consumers-entitled, “Poisons, 
Potions, and Profits,” and carrying 
the following sub-title, “An Antidote 
to Radio Advert.isin,g.” The ibook, 
which belongs in the class of “lOO,- 
000,000 Guinea Pigs,” was sent to the 
reyiewers connected with New York 
newspapers like the Times. Herald 
Tribme, World Telegram, Sun. etc., 
and to imtportant newslpaper through- 
out the country, including the Chica- 
go Tribune, Chicago Dadg News, 
Kansas city Star, 40s Pngeles T$me8, 

-, 
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San Francisco Exaqiner, etc. And 
according to reliable reports, not a 
single metropolitan newspaper gave 
the hook the least attention. If  news. 
Papers were fighting radio they would 
have pounced on this book as some- 
thing right up their alley. 
they ignored it. Why? 

Instead, 

‘The book is too truthful. It gives 
names of concerns and the articles 
they sell, and discusses the crooked 
claims made via the air, It exposes 
me advertiser rtftor another who uses 
the radio, but, as thes’e same capital- 
ists use generous quantities of paid 
space in the press, the reviewers and 
editors refused to t-ouch the book with 
a l@qfoot pole. The American capital- 
istic press is& going to offend any 
great advertiser CSVP~ though he in- 
dulges in dishonest advertising. As 
for the consumers-they always get 
a trimming, so they ought to be used 
to the punishnlent by now. News- 
papers are out to make profits for 
their rich owners, not to serve the 
consumers by warning them against 
dishonest practices. 

I., 

This1 is just another argument for 
a really free, independent press that 
isn’t subsidized by advertisers. 11 111~ 
consumers, the workers and the farm- 
ers were to give ,generous support tc 
papers that dare tell them the whole 
truth, their own interests would be 
better protected and they would be 
able to turn to unpoisoned sources 
for t,he truth about wh,at’s happen- 
ing in the world today. The blame, 
I insist, rests with the dumb read- 
ers who keep on swallowing without 
protest the slop dished up by the 
average newspaper. They have the 
remedy at hand all the time, only 
they’re too st.upid to use it. But 
there’s a growing minority that 1s 
beginning to see the light and is mak- 
ing itself vocal in its demand for the 
unfettered truth about commodities, 
advertising, politics, economics. re- 
ligion, and the like. This minority 
is the hope of the country, and may 
its influence g;w fro% day to day. 

Do you publish all f the questions You 
answer by personal letter and which 
are accompanied by the usual fee? 

No. Many of the questions I an- 
swer in personal letters are entirely 
too personal for publication. I pub- 
lish only those that seem to be of 
general public interest. Many read- 

‘\ 

ers write me about their personal, 
emotional, love live.+-others go into 
questions about money, their jobs, 
business, and the like-all of which 
I try to answer to the best of my 
ability. An interesting, but. some- 
what unpu’olishable, inquiry was re- 
ceived from a Maine reader, who, 
along with his fee for R p~nnnnl W- 
ply, asked what he could do about a 
chiro’practor in his town who had 
treated his wife in a manner that 
caused his gorge to rise. The chiro- 
practor had made the wife take off 
her clothes, spread herself out on some 
sort of a table, and submit to an 
elaborate series. ‘of adjustments, which 
included all sorts of massage move- 
ments in very private parts of her 
an&tomy, parls which Lhe husband in- 
sisted were reserved for his edifica- 
tion alone. He wanted t,o know if the 
chiropractor’s license ger’mitted such 
doings, and, finally, if there’s any 
legal way to deal with such a rogue 
and scoundrel. Another communica- 
tion comes from a young fellow in 
Brooklyn. who writes: “AS Mayor 
La Guardia has made N.Y.C. the 
moslt puritanical city in the country 
and as’ I am a single fellow, I would 
like you to give me a list, of cities in 
the country with open ‘Red Light’ dis- 
tricts. I expect to tour the country.” 
In this case I had to summon all my 
grandfatherly dignity and oracularly 
chide him on his foolishness in risk- 
ing his health on prostitutes in Red 
Light districts, where, according to 
reilable reports, a large percentage 
of the women wx discascd and the 
chances of catching a dose are better 
than even. I told him I wasn’t in 
favor of Mirth Control, but fun 
bought under such circumstances is 
pretty certain to end him up with a 
serious ailmen:t. I’m not given to 
moralizing, but in a case like this I 
feel it my fat.herly duty to set the 
young buck in the right direction- 
and that’s away from establishments 
run by huge “Madames” who never 
believed in practicing Girth Control. 
Like the fertilizer s.alesman, I sell 
what others give away, hut I’ve no- 
ticed that, some people who pay for 
advice get angry if the answer isn’t 
exactly as they thought they had a 
right to expect. Others are grateful, 
which gives me a warm feeling of 
well-being. Only recently a woman in 
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Minnesota asked for a person@ reply 
to her question dealing with a health 
home in a Western State, which ad- 
vertised to cure a certain disease by 
“painless and bloodless surgery.” I 
succeeded in saving her a great deal 
of time and money by advising her 
against the s,o-called treatment and 
urging her to go to the nearby Mayo 
Clinic, where she could get the best 
kind of scientific care for a fee that 
is figured on the basis of her ability 
to nav. 

Is “Middletown in Transition” worth the 
price asked for it? 

This book is an important survey 
of almost every phase of a typical 
American city-Muncie, Indiana. It 
reports on the economic, businesls, 
finaxial, educalional, cultural, amuse- 
ment, domest,ic and social phases of 
every group in the community. It is 
a scientific, comprehensive 
and always readable. 

snrvey, 

+3 9 * 
I am enclosing literature describing 
Father James R. Cox’s lottery for your 
comment. I received this through the 
mails. 

The literature proves beyond d’ebate 
that Father James R. Cox is running 
a lottery, and using the U.S. mails 
to sell his $1 tickets to suckers of all 
creeds. To show the sco 

2 
e of this im- 

mense lottery which ather Cox is 
running from his church in Pitts- 
burgh. one need only call attention to 
the fact that the prizes total $25$00, 
the first prize being $10,000, the sec- 
ond prize, $4,000, and hundreds of 
smaller one,s. The scheme is based 
on the Father’s “desire” to get a 
name for the monastery garden of 
Old St. Patrick’s Church, Pittsbprgh, 
and the one who submits the “best” 
name (after paying $1 for his lottery 
ticket) will get the first prize. ThB 
$1 ticket is covered by the sale of a 
St. Christopher-Miraculous Rose 
Medal, properly blessed by Father 

9 Cox, at $1, when, of course, it costs 
about five cents when bought in the 
immense quantities that will be need- - _ 
ed in order to pui over this gigantic 
lottery. The whole scheme reeks with 
racketeering, but, the chances are the 
postoffice officials will d’o nothing 
about it bmecause it’s tied up with a 
monastery garden, a “miraculous” 
medal which is gnarante’ed to prevent 
punctures, skids and blow-outs, and a 
lot of “sacred” messages and super- 

stitious bunk. Priests can conduct 
lotteries through the U.S. mails. it 
seems, while racketeers like Al ‘Ca- 
pone have to go to the penitentiary 
becaus’e they weren’t smart enough to 
connect their criminal acts with relig- 
ion. Lotteries conducted for the glory 
of God-and the enhancement of the 
priest’s bank account-are beyond the 
law, it seems. 

4 4 4 
Your frequent attacks on theori’es of 
race lead me to ask if you disbelieve 
in such a thing as racial purity. 

There’s a “racial purity” that’s all 
bunk. I refer, of course! to the igno- 
rant rant.ings of the Hltleristic type 
of race-monger, who hys#terically in- 
sists that the race to which he be- 
longs (and he can’t be sure what that 
means) is the best in the world. He’s 
sure a person with a dark skin is 
his inferior, or. when political and 
wmnmic alliances aren’t on the im- 
mediat,e program, that a little fellow 
with a vellowish comalexion can? be 
more ttian two steps above the ba- 
boons. He breaks into a torrent of 
verbiage when Jews are mentioned, 
for here he is sure the race defilers 
are crouching, ready to spring on the 
first Teutonic blonde that passes be- 
fore him. Such racialism is fanati- 
:ism. 

There is, however, a t,rue classifica- 
tion that indicates absence of racial 
purity. And it’s so simple and1 ob- 
vious that even a child can recognize 
it. When a person can pass on in- 
sanity or disease, that individual is 
racially impure and should be steril- 
ized, in order to preserye genuine 
racial purity. which, in its scientific 
sense, means nothing more than racial 
health. Such racial impurity can be 
found in the blood of the very one 
who, moved by Hitleristic insanity, 
accepts an emotional, irrational, un- 
factual interpretation of the ideal of 
racial purity. It can be found in a _ 
blond Nordic or a raven-haired 
Frenchman, a red-haired Irishman 
or a black-eyed Italian, a slant-eyed 
Mongolian or a chunky little Eskimo. 

.~-+ 

Wherever it is, it should be eradi- 
cated. Th ’ c question isn’t one of ra- 
cial prejudice but of social hygiene. 

However, just because we seek ra- 
cial health it doesn’t mean we must 
follow every faddist who comes along 
with a string of dogmatisms which 
he may have disguised und’er the name 
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of eugenics. Before we do any steril- cent were naturalized citizens, and 
izing to root out diseases or forms of only 3.6 percent were aliens. 
insanty, we must have scientific proof +I+ * * 
that the particular ailment we are Are Russians under the Soviet regime 

aiming at can be eradicated by such using more soap than during the days 

treatment. In the field of insanity Of the Czar? 
there are considerable differences of In 193’7, Russians used 5.7 pounds 
opinion among competent authorities. per capita; before the revolution, less 
For example, Dr. Karl A. MrllZ1inger, t,han two pounds. The smallest year- 
well-known psychiatrist, in his book, ly per capita consumption of soap 
“The Human Mind,” tackles the is- is found in China, 2 ounces. The 

sue with the following ’ largest is the US., 25 pound,s. Hol- 
words ; vigorous land comes second with 24 pounds. 

“A great many people believe and 
Then follow: United Kingdom, 20; 

will go on believing that not only Japan, 7; Brazil, 6.8; world average 
personality traits but personality 6.6 pounds. The production of soap 
defects and personality diseases are is 10,000,000,000 pounds anually. One 
inherited . . . ‘Insanity in the fam- third of this nroduction is consumed 
ily,’ is pronounced as though it were 
an ominous warning or condemna- 
tion . . . In several States including 
my own (Kansas), patients in State 
hospitals who show some evidence 
of recovery from temporary illness 
with a prospect of returning to pri- 
vate life are rendered sterile by an 
operation, on the stupid theory that 
this will decrease the incidence of 
mental disease in the community. 
This absurdity is the more to be 
condemned because it fosters the de- 
lusion in the minds of the public 
that something definite and practical 
is being done by the State. 

“The scientific truth is that at 
the present time we have no con- 
vincing evidence that ‘insanity’ or 
any generally prevalent form of 
mental disease likely to result in in- 
sanity is definitely transmitted by 
heredity.” 

in the U.S. Authority: Soap maga- 
zine. 

Yes, we want racial purity, but be- 
fore wielding the knife right and left 
let’s learn clearly just what t,hhe facts 
are and what we’ll get after we in- 
dulge in. sterilizations. Wf don’t want 
$dsm&&rte a new fanatlclsm for an 

Is there any truth in the charge that 
an exceedingly large percentage of 
aliens are on the relief rolls? 

Fortune magazine made a survey 
of reliefers in 11 communities, the 
two largest being Baltimore, Md. 
(805,000 population) and San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. (634,000), and the two 
smallest being Scott County, E;;;. 
(14,000) and Thomaston, 
(4,000). Such a report, is necessarily 
incomplete, but it gives one a fair 
idea of the position of aliens on re- 
lief rolls. The survey showed, from a 
study of 1936 calses, that 86.6 per- 
cent were native Americans. 10 per- 

Since Freeman readers like an oc- 
casional problem, let me pass on a 
tricky little one, as follows: 

In a small rural settlement in Ken- 
tucky there is a general merchandise 
store operated by two men. These two 
men have the same mother and same 
father. The parents claim them to be 
their sons. The two brothers acknowl- 
edge the mother and father as their 
own parents. Yet, according lu the 
sign on the establishment, they are not 
related as brothers. 

(Solution at the bottom of last col- 
umn on page 29.) 

Mussolini, who is always orating about 
the glories of Rome, gives the impres- 
sion that his militaristic adventures 
are in the traditions of that ancient 
civilization. Please comment. 

Mussolini imaRines he must give 
Fascist Rome the glories of ancient 
Rome by bombing and gassing hun- 
dreds of thousands of Ethiopian men, 
women and children, and by tramp- 
ing through North Africa and Spain 
in the ques’t for new opportunities to 
commimt mas,s murders. There were 
Romans in the days of Caesar-great 
Romans-who didn’t rattle the saber 
and threaten the world with destruc- 
tion. In truth, they oautioncd their 
people against violence and inhuman- 
ity. I refer to Seneca and Cicero. 
Listen first to Cicero: 

“I prefer the most unjust peace 
ever made to the justest war ever 
waged.” 

Such a sentiment would sound 
strange coming from the Fascist 
gangster, wh’o slaughters right and 
left (and teaches his sons that war 
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is a diveTting sport), and the ma 
who said those words during the dag 
of Rome’s glories youId be put I 
prison if he dared utter the sam 
words in Mussolini’s madhouse. 

The next glorious Roman-Senec 
-said: 

“We punish murderers and mas- 
sacres among private personn. What 
do we respecting wars, and the glor- 
ious crime of murdering whole na- 
tions? The love of conquest is a 
murderess. Conquerors are ncou~g~~~ 
not less harmful to humanity than 
floods and earthquakes,” 

That doesn’t sound like good Fast 
ist, doctrine. During the past 15 year 
m’any Italians have been murderel 
for saying less. Italy will achiev 
true glory only when she succeeds il 
crushing Mussolini’s infamous re 
gime. 

+s +P 44 
Will you be good enough to comment UI 
the new wave of hysterical abus’ 
against Czechoslovakia in the Naz 
press? 

I have, in numerous articles dur 
ing the past few years (all of whicl 
will be found reprinted in my books] 
explained the unfortunate situatiot 
of plucky, lttle Czechoslovakia, the 
only democratic country in Centra 
Europe. This island of democracy 
surrounded by unfriendly, designing 
dictatorships, especially Hitler’s Ger 
many, is fated to be the next Spair 
of Europe. Hitler aims to annex all 
or most of Czechoslovakia, t,hereby 
gaining a direct road to the rich 
wheat lands of Russia, his ultimate 
objective. There’s no telling when tht 
lightning will strike. but judging by 
the way the Nazi press is abusing the 
Czechoslovakian Rep&lie, it may be in 
the near future. 

Hitler’s personal representative in 
Czechoslovakia is Konrad Henlein, 
who is leading the Hitler-inspired 
Nazi Sudeten Deutsche party, which 
is striving to organize the German 
portion of Czechoslovakia’s 15,000,IJOo 
inhabitants. Every effort is bemg 
made to keep the pot of trouble boil- 
ing thereby enabling the German 
regimented press to continue to pro- 
pagandize the German-masses into fa- 
voring a fierce attack on ;the Repub- 
lic. At this writing much is being 
made of the fact t.hat two Nazi mem- 
bers of the Czechoslovakian Parlia- 
ment, while participating in an aati- 

democratic riot, were struck on the 
head by the police. 

One would imagine that such an 
alleged incident could hardly impress 
the Nazi butchers. Beating up t,wo 
Nazis is heralded as just cause for 
a war of aggression on Czechoslovakia 
by the tools of Hitler, who’, as the in- 
formed world knows, murdered 22 
members of the German Parliament, 
the following list being the names of 
his murder victims: 

Eggerstedt, Ferkel, Gerdes, Goetz, 
Henk, Husemann, Jacobs, Kasten, 
Laa;gh;rst, Landgraf, Maeder, Dr. 

putz, Reith Dr. Sachs, 
Scheer,’ Schulz, Stellin’g, Steinfurth, 
Stentzer. 

Not a single one of Hitler’s as- 
sassins were YO much as arrested, let . 
ilone punished. 

Numerous other members of the 
serman Parliament were imprisoned 
-most of them terribly tortured- 
among whom I am able to name the 
Yollotiing : 

Beimler, Brandes, Ebert, Faust, 
Dobbert, Endemann, Felder, Fleis- 
ner, Fritag, Froelich, Gerlach, Graef, 
Hartsch, Hermann, Hirtsiefer, Jur- 
genaen, Kunaller, Kuhnt, KupPer, 
Dr. Leber, Liebmann, Litke, Loebe, 
Ludemann, Meier-Baden, Metz, 
Poeschke, Remmele, Reuter, Ross- 
mann, Seger, Schirmer, Soldmann, 
Dr. Staudinger, Thielemann, Unter- 
leitner. 

Today, the following former mem- 
bers of the German Parliament are 
till in prison, some of them for more 
han four years: 

Geocbht?, Graupe, Heilmann, Dr. 
Jasper, Maddalena, Dr. Mierendroff, 
Dr. Neubauer, Puchta, Overlach, Dr. 
Schumacher, Schumann, 
Stoecher, Thaelman,n. 

Stamm, 

And yet the beast who ordered the 
bove at.rocities has the impudence to 
aise a storm of threats and abuse 
gainst a decent country like Czecho- 
:ovakia because two would-be mur- 
erers got hit on the head in a street 
iot which the Nazis themselves had 
Wed and which the police were try- 
lg to disperse. 

+s * * 
That was the national income of the 
ussian people under the Czar and what 

it today? 

In 1913, the Russian national in- 
)me was 31,000,000,000 rubles; in 
337, 106,000,000,000 rubles. Eighty 
?rcent of the 1937 figure was made 

* 
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in the heavy industries, which havt 
increased production seven-fold ovex 
1913. 

4 4 4 
Why is it that the Russian newspapera 
and government statements never USC 
the word “proletariat” when referring 
to the Russian workers? 

In the strict Marxian sense it isn’t 
accurate to call t,he Rus,sian workers 
“proletarians,” because that word re- 
fers to toilers who work machinery, 
etc., belonging to capitalists. AE 
there are no capitalists in the Soviet 
Union the workers, according to 
Kremlin decree, mustm’t be called 
members of the uroletariat. 

4 -4 4 -- 
Why does the Sovi’et Union insist that 
it is establishfng Socialism but that 
Communism is still to be achieved? 

The difference, according to Marx- 
ian ideology, is ‘clear. U&er Social- 
ism all workers are paid aooor&ng to 
the s’ocial value of the wealth they 
produce. Today, in Russia, the indus- 
trial workers-who are employed in 
factories, etc., which belong to the 
State instead of to a capitalist class 
-are paid in proportion to the vol- 
ume of goo.ds or servires they are able 
to produce. Therefore, wages vary. 
Under Communism the workers would 
be paid out of the national wealth 
“accordirlg Lo their needs.” It fol- 
lows that Communism-in its pure 
form-is still to be established. Equal 
wages for all-one of the important 
tenets of Communism-may be in- 
augurated at some future time, but 
SO far as I can learn there’s no ele- 
merit in the Soviet. Union which is 
looking forward to its attainment in 
the near future. While it’s impossible 
to say that wage differences will en- 
dure permanently, it’s pretty safe to 
infer t,hat the differences will be in 
force for a long time. 

4 4 4 
Which government spends more money 
-New York State or New Work City? 

The State spends around $400,000,- 
000 annually, while the City spends 
around $550,000,000. 

4 4 4 
I am with you right down the line in 
your Aght on all forms of Fascism. I 
believe it was your steady stream of 
facts attacking Father Coughlin-de- 
spite your small circulation-which 
helped expose that incipient Fascist and 
blatant anti-Semite. I recall, during the 
years from 1921 to 1926, how you kept 
pounding, in edition after edition, on 

the acts, philosophy, pol’icy and ideology 
of the Ku Klux Klan. Yen see, l’ve been 
following your editorial fights for many 
years. Of late, you have made only oc- 
casional references to the Ku Klux Klan. 
Do you look on that secret organization 
as dead? 

From about 1926 unltil a few years 
ago the K.KK. was dormant. It 
wasn’t dead, by any means, but its 
powers were greatly lessened. Today, 
there are1 growing signs that the 
K.K.K. is coming back fast, which in- 
dicates that some American financial 
powers must be pumping new life 
into thati unlited front for bigotry and 
racial intolerance. I have no actual 
membership figures-they are kept 
jecreq, of course-but facts keep 
areepmg forth in many States and 
show that the K.K.K. is staging a 
zome-b’ack and that, there are possi- 
bilitiels that its rebirth may make it 
stronger than it was in the days of 
its greatest power in the middle ’20s. 
My read’ers know I’m not. given to 
alarmist t,actics. 5 always make it a 
point to understate serious situations, 
rather than exaggerate them, So, 
coldly and dispassionately, I write 
lawn the sincere co’nviction that the 
K.K.K. is riding again, and my in- 
formed readers don’t, have to be told 
what that means in these terrible 
times. 

Naturally, I don’t intend to ignore 
such a phenomenon. As an open or- 
ran of anti..Fascism, this paper will 
lo more than its share in exposing 
every form of emerging Fascism in 
;he US. Until a year ago, the great 
‘orce for Fascism in this country was 

Father Coughlin. But he has declined, 
ind I have shown in. s’everal articles 
Nhy he can’t be used any longer by 
he elements which would like to de- 
itroy American democratic rights, 
‘ree institutions, and genuine social 
xogress. The reactionaries now look 
.O the K.K.K. as the spearhead of 
American Fascism. The contempt,ible 
work won’t be done in the name of 
?ascism-the slogans will be “Ameri- 
:anism,” and that sort of thing--but 
he results sought after are a@& 
rhe objectiveti;t,;he destruction ?f 
:verything 
American life’.’ 

progressive 
Labor’s free organiz: 

ions must be crusthed. Racial minor- 
ties must be persecuted. Jews must 
)e boycotted, because anti-Semitism 
everywhere is 0n.e of the favorite tools 
bf Fascism, and that vicious dogma 
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will be exploited to ‘the limit by the 
re’born K.K.K. The Negroes will be 
terrorized. Aliens will be made tc , 
suffer, however innocent they may be 
and however loyal they may be to the 
finer ideals of American life. 

Mussolini and Hitler have their 
eyes on the U.S. They have already 
established themselves ’ South 
America, where Brazil we% over to 
Fascism on Novem’ber 10, 1937. Such 
forces can be relied on to make use 
of every posaihlc reactionary in the 
U.S., and since the K.K.K. comes 
close& to their “ideals,” we can look 
to some sort of an alliance, though it 
will be hidden from public view. The 
Fascists are the spiritual twin+broth- 
ers of the K.K.K. leaders. Let there 
be no doubt on that- score. 

Naturally, such aq issue can’t be 
ignored by this paper. It will be 
fought with every legiti’mate weapon 
of truth and candor. For the present, 
let me warn every anti-Fascist-and 
that, includes all members of minority 
groups, progressives, labor unionists, 
Jews, Negroes, foreign-born citizens, 
aliens, etc.-that the issue mustn’t be 
ignored or hushed up. Bigotry grows 
fat on collective indifference. It was 
lack of intelligent foresight that 
made possible t,hel triumph of Hitler 
and Mussolini. We mustn’t permit 
ourselves to underestimate the powers 
of the enemy. 

Fo’r the present, while1 the Fascists 
(as they’re presented in the K.K.K.) 
are organ#izing and laying their plans, 
all anti-Fascist,s must rise to the is- 
sue and farce it with unblinking eyes. 
Nothing is more fatuous and stupid 
than sellf-deception. I have made the 
point in many other articles, and I 
must,n’t neglect this opportunity to re- 
neat itthe anti-FascLsts must make 
%v-conceivable sacrifice to erect a de- 
feniive organization in the form of a 
trustworthy, reliable, fearless, inform- 
ed free press. If  some of my readers 
think I’m becoming a fanatic on this 
point let me tell them, once for all, 
that ‘it’s the foundation upon which 
the whole anti-Fascist movement will 
operat,e. I f  it fails to provide sulch a 
foundation, then the day of surrender 
to American forms of Fascism is near 
indeed. I keep repeating this lesson 
because I’m convinced it’s the most 
important jofb I can do today, while 
the< battle iines are forming. Tomor- 
row may be too late. I feel like a 

voice crying in the wilderness, but, I 
intend to keep war&e the anti-Fan+ 
ists everywhere in the United States 
that the wilderness we will be forced 
into will be without end if we let 
ourselves. be caught asleep by the or- 
z;$t;d forces of bigotry and perse- 

I wish I knew some way nf getting 
this lesson over to the American peo- 
ple in one declaration. But I know 
thelre’s no easjr solution. The remedy 
is a long and hard vne, but we 
shouldn’t flinch on that account. The 
cause of freedom-political and eco- 
nomic-is too precious to sacrifice, 
when we have it in our powers’ to 
save ourselves from disaster by do- 
ing the simple1 and obvious thing of 
supplying the country with a press 
that’s actually free. 

We @ill have our constitutional 
right,s. We still can s#peak our minds 
freely and openly. We still are free 
American cit3zens. Lek’s keep what 
we have. Let’s strike back at the 
Fascists (including tbel K.K.K.) while 
we still have the right to think aloud. 
I urge every reader to take these 
words to heart. I never was more 
serious, And I am serenely confident 
that American anti-Fascists are going 
to s#ele the issue, are going to under- 
stand the dangers facing the country, 
and are certainly going to ma,ke every 
reasonable effort to destroy the beast 
before it gets a death-hold on the 
country. 

4 4 4 
In case of war will the Soviet Union re- 
main in its own territory and use its 
armv Ior nnrelv fletensive tactics or 
striie into -enemy lands? 

Just what the war plans of the 
Soyief Union are, no cnmm~ntator can 
say for sure, because th’e government 
keeps its military strategy secret. 
But it happens that Defense Com- 
missar Voroshilov discussed this par- 
ticular point in a statement in NO- 
vember, 1937, as follows: 

“The Soviet Tlnion wants peace 

but she is prepared to beat off any 
attack and carry the battle into 
enemy territory. When attacked, the 
Red Army will cnunterattack with a 
force unprecedented in the history 
of the world, and will penetrate as 
far as possible into enemy terri- 
tory.” 

4 4 4 
An editorial in the November 14, 1~37, 
issue of The New York Herald Tribune 
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says the Soviet government rules a coun- 
try that embraces “an area covering 
une-sixth of the worl,d.” Is that correct? 

The statement. should have been 
revised to read that the Soviet Union 
covers one-sixth of the land area of 
the world.” 

4 4 4 
Why is it that you have no children? 

The answer is: I have two children. 
Alice, who’ll be 21 on May 26, 1938, 
is a senior at Kansas University, 
where she is majoring in science and 
serving as editor-in-chief of the uni- 
versity’s daily newspaper. Henry, 
who was 18 on November 1, 1937, 
is a freshman at the same university, 
and, from reports, I learn the fellow 
is developing into a serious-minded, 
st.udious, amfbitious, conscientious, 
hard-working young m’an. 

4 4 4 
Please give data as follows: The States 
which will be paying unemployment 
compensation in 13PB; the number of 
employed persons covered; the amount 
of money already collected. 

The facts, as of September 16, 
1937, are as followz: 

State Employed Funds 
Alabama . . . . . . . 277,000 
Arizona 
California’ * 1: 1: 1 1,2%~00 

3 ym; 

47:g14:344 
Connecticut . . . . 408:OOO 
Dist. of Col. , . . 
Louisiana 

131,000 
lql,;;;;;; 

. . . . . . 214,000 5:399:169 
Maine . . . . . . . . . 132,000 
Maryland . . . . . . 

2,710,990 
295,000 6,016,920 

Massachusetts 
Minnesota . . . . : 

851,000 28,119,146 

New Hampshire 
395,000 7,329,730 

93,000 
New York . . . . . 2,646,OOO 

3,029,010 
73,163,175 

~~~;~,,Carolina . 370,000 6,972,856 
.,*.**.. 146,000 4,2Ul,B79 

Pennsylvania . . 2,404,UOO 
Rhode Island 
Tennessee . . . : 1 

169,000 
“:;;J;; 

296,000 5’833’051 
Texas . . . . . . . . . 708,000 
Utah 

16,318:749 
. . . . . . . . . . 68,000 

Vermont 
1,772,597 

. . . . . . 44,000 
Virginia . . . . . . . 

1,001,396 
316,000 5,921,153 

West Virginia . . 316,000 
Wisconsin* . . . . 

6,993,222 
435,000 28,000,000 

Total , . . . . . . 12,000,000 4331,157,7,8 
*Payments already in effect. 

The old die-hard reactionaries who 
are still opposed to unemployment 
compensation use the argument that 
the vast funds collected from employ- 
ers for the protection of the unem- 
ployed will be diverted by politicians 
t.o other purpo~5, mainly of a vote- 
getting nature. But this argument 
loses force when we learn that under 

the law every dollar collected ‘by the 
States must be depon,ited wit,h the 
Federal Treasury and can be used 
mly for the benefit of t,he un’employ- 
zd. 

4 4 4 
Bow many people sleep nightly in Pull- 
man berths? 

About 30.000. 
‘+ + * 

Why does Mussolini always refer, in 
private, to Hitler as “The Sniffer”? 

Because Hitler alwavs inhales nois- 

4 4 4 
What is horse sense? 

Stable think$g. 
+:+ 4 

What is your full name? Why does it 
never appear on any of your publica- 
tions? 

The first name is Emanuel. I hope 
you feel better now that you knsow 
this hidden secret. Since you ask, let 
mo add I r&or us,c it lxcause it makes 
my John Hangokto $ng 

Do you think the Ritz Brothers are 
funny? 

Yes, provided I don’t get too much 
of them at a time. Fif,teen minutes 
of the trio of slam-bang rowdies is 
enough. Of course, t:hey don’t throw 
a subtlety in an entire season, hut 
I’ve always had a tender love for 
pure, mug&g, rough, clownish slap- 
stick, and in this Shakeslpeare, among 
other good authorities, joins me. I 
may be all wrong. but it’s my pet 
notion that the Ritz Brothers, unlike 
the Marx Brothers, shouldn’t be star- 
red. It’s pleaty good enough for 
them to be featured in three or fmr 
spots. But maybe the bosses at the 
box-office know better just what to do 
with these hy;terigl zanlies. 

+e 
Some time ago I wrote to have my sub- 
scription stopped. Now I want to teii 
you why. It’s because of my job. The 
company might find out about my tak- 
ing your magazine and discharge me. 1 
have to be careful, for I can’t afford to 
lose my job. I guess you know as well 
I da that o workingman is suypoaad to 
work like a horse and he as dumb as 
a jackass to get in good with his bosses. 

You have nothing to fear about the 
reading matter that’s delivered to 
your home by the postoffice depart- 
ment. I think you’ve worked yourself 
into an unhealthy state of mind about 
an issue which shouldn’t bother you 
in the slightest. Remember, this is 
still a free country (without the ter- 
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rors of Germany and Italy) and, SO can’t hog the whole show. What are 
far as your employer is concern,ed, we to think o$ officially recognized 
I’m positive he doesn’t give a damn propagandists who, l&e the notorious 
whether YOU read The American Free- Sk&her, indulge in such idiocies? 
man or the Police Gazette. Besicles, * * +3 
even if he did care, he has no way of HOW does today’s industrial and agri- 
finding out, for the postoffice employes cultural production in the Soviet Union 
are compelled lby law to keep such compare with the U.S. and with the out- 
information confidential. No 0% ex- put in czarist days? 
pects you to flaunt your ideas at your I have made numeroue comparisons 

place of employment,-and you would in PreViOUs articles, but as 3 have 
be foolish to argue about them, except new data I’m glad to see these quest 
when you’re sure about your personal tions brought up again. When the 
contacts-but you are your own mas- first five-year plan was announced 10 
ter in your own home, so far as read- years ago, the goal was to industrial- 
ing is concerned, and no one can move ize the Soviet Union, and’ the results 
a finger to pry into your readinlg were SO good that, the quotas were 
habits. I advise you to snap out of reached even before the five years had 
your almost pathological fear. Throw passed. The second five-year plan, 
out your chin, stand out, of the shad- which has just closed. has put Rus- 
ows of cringing self-slavery, and act sia far forward, and in certain im- 
like an independent, free American portant catagories it has gone to first 
citizen. Pour letter bears all the ear- place, as I shall show below. The 
marks of a weak character afflicted third five-year plan, which hegins on 
with the Ipsychology of slavery, when, January 1, 1938, and ends at, the close 
as a matter of fact, you still have of 1942, is intended to “overtake and 
constitut,ional rights. except you’re surpa55 AmeTica,” and while such a 
afraid t’o enjoy them. Try to remem- goal sounds fantastic I believe the 
b’er there aren’t any capitalistic record made thus far indicates every 
spooks spying on YOU, in your own chance of success, bfarring a dis,as- 
home, as YOU read a publication Of trous war between the Fascist coun- 
your own choice, 

* +3 +z+ 
tries and the Soviet Union. What 

“Democracy is a Jewish device,” 
makes the record iso impresdve is 

Julius Streicher, Hitler’s says that the forward steps in industry 
director of 

knti-Semitic propaganda. Can you bring and agriculture were t-&en, and are 
yourself to discuss this charge? now being taken, in timea when war 

If Streicher is right, the city-r+ always threat-4 COmPelliUg the 

publics of ancient Rome and Greece Soviet Union to expend a great part 
were under the thumsbs of Jews. And of its energies and resources to the 
that goes for the It,ali+n free commun- ends of defense,. but the results, from 
ities of the time of the Renaissance. Russia’s viewgQmt, have been happy, 
A certain British King who got his for not only has the country done 
head chopped off because he was POS- wonders industrially and agricultural- 
itive he ruled by divine right must ly, but it has, at the same time, built 
htlve hwn hnmpd off f  by non-Aryans. the world’s greatest army and is 
And, naturally, every signer of the I! ressing other immense military pro- 
Declaration of Independence must Jects, all of them, of course, devoid 
have been a Jew or at l’east, influenced of a single g&ure of aggression 
by Jews. George Washington, Thomas against any other country. The Fasc- 
Jefferson, Thomas Paine, Benjamin ist countries are build,ing up an anti- 
Franklin, John Adams, and the other Communist front, not because the 
founding fathers must have had Jew- Soviet Union is a failure and there- 
ish grandmothers hidden away some- fore eaSy of conquest, bat rather be- 
where. Abraham Lincoln’s democracy, cau5e its economy is too successful. 
we now learn, was nothing more than The U.S.S.R. is now the unquestion- 
a Jewish device. The Jews would ;be ed, unchallenged farm leader of the 
proud indeed to be able to take unto world, so far as the following crop5 
them5elves such praise, but they re- are concerned: wheat, barley, rye, 
fuse to be puffed up because they oats, potatoes and beet sugar. Tt. is a 
know that while individual Jews made part of the third five-year plan t0 
fine contributions to the democratic, double all cereal harvests. The first 
freedom-living spirit of progress, they objective, which is expected ‘to k 

’ , , ‘- _I ‘,” , ‘a.,.. ‘.: 1: 
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reached before 1942, is to increase 
the average grain yield to 22% 
bushels! per acre. The average for the 
U.S. is between 17 and 18 bushels. 

In previous articles on Russia’s in- 
dustrializatiqn, I have been careful 
to say again and again that compari- 
sons should be made between the 
TJ.S.S.R. of today and that of the 
Czar’s regime in the year before the 
World War. Every such comparison 
shows ‘gigantic progress. records actu- 
ally achieved. As I write this, the 
plan figures for the third five-year 
plan are still to be issued by the 
Soviet authorities, but it’s safe to say 
that the program, which is to close in 
1942, will approach the production 
records of the U.S., perhaps even pass.. 
ing them. Such an achievement, in so 
short a time, staggers the imagina- 
tio’n, when we recall that only 20 
years have oassed since the revolu- 
tion and much of that time occupied 
with civil wars. resisting invasions, 
famine and backward industrial 
equipment. The figures below give the 
Soviet Union’s production under the 
Czar, in 1913, the 1937 figures, and, 
finally, t,he estimated figures for the 
U.S. in 1937. 

Item 
1913 

Pig Tron (tons) . . .._....._. 4,200,000 
Steel [tons) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,231,ooo 
Copper (tons) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,000 
Coal (tons) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oil (tons) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...* 

23;tMm; 
, , 

Electric Power (billions 
kw.hr.1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Automobiles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Trartors ._.._.____....__.__. 

$! 

Locomotives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600 
Cotton (bales) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,100,000 
* Estimated 

In ad~dition to Lhe above, the Soviel 
Union is able to point pridefully to 
numerous advances in construction, 
education, pubslie health service, 
amusemenits, water power projects, 
canals, roads railroads, publishing, 
hospitals,, sports, museums, libraries, 
music, ht,eraturei art, science, the 
theater, exploratron, movies, and so 
Oil. 

A num,ber of these intangible, cul- 
tural, educational, artistic advances 
are covered in figures gathered first 
hand by Joshua Kunitz, who writes 
in the New Masses, November 9, 1937, 
as follows : 

“In 1914-1915 czanist Russia had, 
7,800,OOO etudeate in it6 .elementars , 

and secondary schools: in 1937 the 
total number of students in the 
Soviet elementary and secondary 
schools was over 30,000,OOO. In 1914- 
15, czarist Russia had 91 higher in- 
stitutions of learning with a student 
body of slightly more than 124,000; 
in 1935-36 the Soviet Union had 595 
such instlitutions with 524,800 stu- 
dents; in 1937 the gra.dusting classes 
alone comprised 93,800 studknts. 
These figures do not take into ac- 
count the various schools for adults, 
the countless study circles, and tho 
classes all over the country for 
‘liquidating’ illiteracy. 

“In 1914 czarist Russia had 12,600 
’ libraries with 8,900,OOO books. In 

1936 the Soviet Union had 55,400 
libraries with 115,600,OOO books. 

“In 1913 czarist Russia had 859 
newspapers with a total circulation 
of 2,709,OOO; in 1936 the Soviet 
Union had 9,250 newspapers with a * 
total circulation of 38,000,OOO. 

“In 1913 czarist Russia published 
26,200 books with a total circulation c 
of 86,700,OOO; in 1936, the Soviet 
Union published 43,300 books with 
a total circulation of 571,000,OOO. 

“In 1914 czarist Russia had 1’76 
theaters and circuses: in 19.X the 

1937 
U.S.S.R. U.S.. 

16,000,006 40,000,000 
20,100,000 .52,000,000 

149.000 960.000 
152,500,OOO 500,000;000 

34,500,000 187,500,000 

40.5 118.0 
220,000 5,000,000 

66,000 295,000 
1,425 450 

3,400,000 17,500,000 

Soviet Union had 724 theaters and 
circuses. 

“In 1914 czarist Russia had 112 
museums: in 1936 Soviet Russia 
had 738 museums. 

“In 1914 czarist Russia had all to- 
gether 200 clubs and cottage libra- 
ries; in 1930 11~~2 Suviel Union had 
71,000 such institutions. 

“These are cold figures. They do 
not tell the whole story. The appetite 
for culture, enormously stimulated 
by the revolution, has hardly been 
satisfied. There is a great hunger 
in the land, a hunger for schoo’ls, 
books, newspapers, theaters, musical 
instruments, radios. The supply 
cannot possibly keep pace with the 
mounting demand. And if the fig- I 
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ures cited above bear witness to the 
snlendid ~rogresa of the Soviet 
spirit, the rising clamor for more 
and ever more ‘cultural wares’ sug- 
gests that what we have witnessed 
so far is just the beginning of an 
advance whose po’tentialities cannot 
now be even remotely envisaged.” 

The record is staggering. The factr 
ale overwhelming. If  the great Rus 
Sian people could be spared t,he her, 
rors of Fascist wars of aggression 
they could, in a few short years 
move to the first position as the eco. 
nomic leader of the world. Its lead. 
ers know this, which, in great meas 
ure, explains why they are so anxioue 
to advance the ideals of peiace and 
internat,ional harmony. For onf 
thing. t,he Russians have absolutels 
nothing to gain by going to war, 
They have all the land they want, 
and all the land they can use for 
many decades to come, so they wise- 
ly ask the world to let them alone as 
they tend their garden. But Hitler, 
Mussolini and Japanese Fascism say 
otherwise. They want to split up this 
vast granary and workshop, for t.heir 
own enrichment. Like so many gang- 
sters they look at rich, growing Rus- 
s’ia and covet the fruits of the na- 
tion’s toil. But the Russian people 
will fight the Fascists the moment 
they set foot on their soil. There can 
be no doubt about that. They’ll fight 
hard, too, because they’ll know what 
it’s all about and why they should 
drive the invaders from their terri- 
tory. The Fascist dupes will be fight- 
ing on Russian soil because t.heir dic- 
Lalurs want booty-and that incen- 
tive won’t move them to acts of the 
highest heroism, by any means-but 
the Russians. on the other hand, will 
have real reasons for resisting-they 
will give their all, if necessary, to 
keep the gangsters from despoiling 
their gigantic garden. A country that 
was a’ble to crush Czarism, that de- 
stroyed reaction and counter-revolu- 
tion, that started at scratch and built 
up Immense social and public projects, 
ought to be expected to give a good 
account of itself when the Fascists 
try to destroy what its masses have 
toiled to build. 

* * * 
Can you explain the meaning of the 
padlocking of a newspaper in Quebec? 

The offioe and plant of La Clarte 
(The Light), in Montreal, was raid- 

ed by order of Premier Maurice 

Duplessis, in November, 1937, in or- 
der “to protect this Province against 
Communist propaganda”‘-the old I 
red-herring of the Catholic-Fascists. 
Th’e establishment was cleared of its 
records, files, etc., and padlocked. 
This act of t,yranny was committed 
under a law forced through by the 
Catholic Fascists, under which any- 
thing unacceptable to the clerical re- 
actionaries can be described as Com- 
munism and imm,ediatdy s’uppressed. 
Quebec-as I’ve writen many times 
in the nastis under clerical control. 
and, in-harmony with its usual policy 
wherever it’s able to exercise undis- 
puted power, veers towards Fascism 
whenever such a policy can be made 
to work. The premier is a Catholic- 
Fascist and his-go’al is a dictatorship, 
along the lines jammed through by 
the Catholic-Fascists of Italy, Aus- 
tria, Poland Tnsnrgnnt Spain and 
Portugal. The Catholic-Fascist re- 
gim,e in Quebec has as it,s immediate 
objective complete control over all 
free unions in ord,er to strengthen the 
fake trade unions organized by the 
Catholic-Fascists, which are nothinlg 
more than carbon conies of th,e “la- 
bor fronts” of Germany and Italy. 

In Western Canada. Premier Aber- 
hart, head of t,he Alberta government 
tind leader of the Social Credit Party, 
is a semi-Fascist with I’eanings in , 
the direction of a totalitarian State. 
His pipe-dream of paying each citi- 
zen a monthly incomme of $25 blew up 
during the first few moNnth,s of his 
administration, but he has, by the 
:lever use of demagogic appeals and 
slogans, turned his followers towards 
semi-Fascist ideas, which includes 
attempts to control the press, radio 
and civil rights in general. 

The Canadian Commonwealth Fed- 
oration. a Socialist organization, has 
Be~noun~ced Aberhart and his Social 
Zreditites for promoting laws which 
;t,rip Canadian citizens of their “civil 
iberties and denies the long cherish- 
?d freedom of the individual to en- 
rage in whatever calling may b,e open 
;o him without Nazi regimentation.” 
rhis last complaint refers to Aber- 
rart’s move to compel every worker 
n Altberta to take out. a license to 
vork, without which he can’t get or 
lold a job, all of which is nothing 
ess than a form of Fascism. 

Ah&art is a Protestant evangel- 
st, of the most fundamentalistic kind, 

. 
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who combines religious superst,ition 
,with political vaporings, with a view 
to continuing his hold on the Province 
and entrenching himself and his lieu- 
tenants behind a barricade of Fascist 
dogmatisms. 

Abehart, a Protestant, can’t com- 
mand the support of solid church 
bodies, though many Protestant lead- 
ers and laymen are with him. In 
Quebec, on the other hand, Catholic- 
Fascism has the solid, powerful back- 
ing of the entire Catholic hijerarchy. 

+8 - 4+ Q 
I don’t recall your having commented 
on the frequently repeated statement 
among journalists an,d politicians that 
Fascism and Communism are really the 
same thing. 

I’ve touched on the idea more than 
once. Let. me call attention to the 
first difference. Fascism everywhere 
is an orgy of inflated nationalism, 
with war LIY the ultimaLe objeclive 
of its economic, political, financial 
and industrial policies. That in itself 
puts the Soviet Union and the three 
great Faslcist powers millions of miles 
apart, for even the worst enemies of 
the Russian government have to ad- 
mit that Moscow has nothing to gain 
from war, doesn’t want war, and will 
make any reasonable sacrifice to 
mantain peace. The second difference 
has to do with the ownership of t.he 
industries and the large-scale .instru- 
ments of communication, distribution, 
and the like. The Sovilet Union,.which 
has no capitalist class, is going in 
the direction of democracy, Socialism 
and a classless society. The Fascist 
nat.ions permit capitalists to function 
in production, distribution and ex- 
change, in fact claim as its prime 
purponct the preservation of aapital- 
istic enterprise, though they invar- 
iably follow up such declarations 
with new levies on capital, which, in 
effect, amount to legalized robbery. 
The Fascist. governments, like gang- 
sters, prey on the capitalists in the 
same way that they exnloit and rob 
the workers. In the Soviet Union the 
government frankly outlawed all 
forms of Capitalism. The above two 
differences, to my mind, make ridicu- 
lous the statement that Russia is no 
diffenent from*Ita$ an+d Germany. 

I am not a Jew, but I have an unalter- 
able hatred for anti-Semitism, as I have 
for all forms of racial persecution and 
discrimination. We non-Jews must flnd 

a way to help our Jewish brothers- 
and other persecuted minorities. includ- 
ing the Negroes. I have been wondering 
if there is any validity to the suggestion 
that Jews fight anti-Semitic propaganda 
-such as the Rev. Gerald B. Winrod is 
promoting-by suing for libel. Please 
comment. 

Countries that don’t have a specific 
law against. nn.t.i-Semitism present 8 
difficult probllem to Jews who would 
use the courts to combat the hate- 
mongers. The U.S.S.R. and Czecho- 
slovakia hive plain, clear laws 
against anti-Semitic activities-the 
former covering all forms of expres- 
sion and actions; the lat,ter covering 
only actual overt acts-so Jews can 
easily use the courts to defend them- 
selves. But in countries like the U.S., 
Canada, Switzerland, etc., any at- 
tempt to curb t,hfe propagandistic e-f- 
forts of a Rev. Winrod brings up the 
question of free speech and free press. 
Under such circumstances, Jews can 
expect to make slight headway in op- 
posing their bigoted enemies. Their 
only remedy-pending the enactment 
of actual laws against appeals to 
prejudice against, racial groups-is 
the splendid weapon of education and 
truth. They must join in building a 
pow,orful pres’s that will be able to 
meet all the “arguments” presented 
hy the1 ant.i.L-kmit.nn, analyze them, 
expose them, and then present the 
actual truth about the would-be vic- 
tims of the Jew-baiters. Educational 
work is hard work, but it can get 
resulm in a demolcracy. When a press 
is built up which knows how to handle 
Every point advanced bs the anti- 
Semites, the result, in time, will be 
an educated public that’s too wise to 
be fooled by the vicious propagan- 
dists of reacbig a;d ydicvaliwm. 

Nazi publicists insist that it’s Hitler% 
duty to take steps against Czecho- 
slovakia because of that country’s bad 
treatment of its German minority. Hit- 
ler has sworn he intends to rescue Ger- 
mans wherever they are persecuted. 

That’s just a lot of bunk. First of 
all, the 3,500,OOO Germans in Czecho- 
slovakia aren’t being mistreated, and 
never were in the entire history of 
the Republic. The country-with a 
population of 15,000,000-doesn’t have 
any dsesire to deal unfairly with its 
German minority. The Nazi party 
that’s led by Konrad Henlein, accord- 
ing to authoritative reports, has been 
slipping of late, and that accounts 
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for Germany’s s’uddenly revived in- 
twnnt in Czwhnslovalcia~~ “nppres,sed” 
Germans. If  left to themselves, these 
Germans would prefer to live under 
Cqcahoslovakian freedom and democ- 
racy than to be placed under the yoke 
of Hitlerism. What keeps the Fasc- 
ist pot boiling in Czechoslovakia is 
Hitler’s constant propajgandistic cam- 
.paigns and political conspiracies. 
That Hitler is, sworn to defend all 
oppre#ssed Germans is just anothe’r 
joke. If  that were s,o why doesn’t hc 
say somethin,g about the way MUSSO- 
lini is really oppressing the Germans 
in the Tyrolese, in North Italy, wberse 
great numbers of Germans are even 
denied the right Ito use their own 
language. Under Mussolini’s direct 
orcbews German cemeteries were put 
through the Fascist mill, because 
Mussolini didn’t like the idea of the 
German lettering on the tombstones. 
The stones had to come down. That’s 
just one illustration out of hundred’s 
available all of which show that Ital- 
ian Fascism is truly p,ersecuting and 
oppressing its German subjects. But 
sinSee Mus,solini and Hitler are pals 
-since they are co-signers of the 
anti-Communist pact--lhe rnialreat- 
ment of Germans isn’t even referred 
to. Hitler’s claim that he will always 
d&end and protect Qelrman minor- 
ities in Europe is pure. bunk. 

I applied what I learned from your “HOW 
to Become a Writer,” with the result 
that a letter I wrote to the Houston 
(Tex.) Press was printed in the letter 
department of that-newspaper. I am en- 
dosing thn artirlm. nn ynu think I have 
sufficient ability to write for profit? I 
am enclosing fee for a personal reply. 

I see you answer every question under 
the sun, so here I go. Please send me. 
a personal reply, for which I enclose 
fee. I have a plan to go to Baffinland 
and capture a Sew musk ox and brihg 
them to this country and try to domes- 
ticate them or their offspring. I think 
it will pay big in years to come. As it 
will cost a considerable sum of money 
-more than I have at my command, and 
I’m. not a high pressure salesman or 
promoter-my problem is to approach 
the proper people who have the means 
to back this venture with money. Please 
tell me how to go about this. 

This, read’er’s letter to The Houstola 
Pro00 is an excellent piece of writing, 
and I’m sure he can be u~rful if he 
were to continue em$oying his pen 
to advance anti-Fascism, and relat- 
ed subjects, (His, letter is a clear, 
convinc’ing attack on Governor Allred 
and two other prominent Texans 
for accepting Italian decorations from 
the It,alian conslul.) Whether or not 
such authorship can res#ult in profes- 
sional rewards I’m unable to say. No 
one can tell what sach writing car1 
lead to. I’d suggest, therefonel, that 
he keep on writing, using whatever 
medium comes8 to hand, including the 
letter columns of the press. It he 
dxoesn’t bEcom,e a practicing jolurnal.. 
ist he’ll at least get a lot of satisfac- 

This plan is so unusual that I feel 
safe in saying my correspondent will 
be wasting his time if he tries to in- 
tere#st 0thEr people to put money into 
it. He will simply have to go to 
Baffinland after the covet.ed musk ox 
and do the job on his own. The 
chances of getting finan’cial backers 
for such a project are about a mSil- 
lion to one against him. 

What is it that makes the ditPerence be- 
tween primitive and civilized man? 

An,thropologists generally agree 
that the most important difference is 
civilized man’% a-bzity4to write. 

Is it correct to sa; that white is the 
presence of all colors and black is the 
absence of all colors? 

The late Dr. WiIhelm O&wald 
(1853-1932) worked out. logical the- 
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tion out of his work, and that’s some- 
thing. (The ahove. slightly rewrit- 
ten, went, to my correspondent in a 
personal letter, becau% he paid for a 
private, reply, but as some of my 
readers have literary amtbitions I 
thought it best to use the material 
here. The thought I bring out above 
may cover othgr qsesd 

Some years ago,, while the San Francis= 
co Bay bridge was being built, you gave 
some interesting data on it. Now that 
the structure is in use, are the tolls 
enough to pay for the project? 

On November 12. 1937, the $‘7’7,204- 
OOO-San Francisco’ Bay ‘brid& was s 
year old. Th’e first year’s business 
shows a healthy financial condition 
that indicates the structure may be 
operated on a free basis in about 20 
years. During the filrst year, more 
than $5,000,000 was collected from 
the drivers of almost, 9,500,OOO ve- 
hicles. This is ample to cover bond 
and maintenance cost,s. 
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as summarized by Egbert G. Jacob- 
son, president, Association for Color 
Research, that, I learned to look on 
coior as a sensation. We can approach 
color in one of three ways-as psysi- 
cists, as chemists, or as psychologists, 
The Ostwaldian theory holds: 

“When uhysicists use the term 
they have in min.d the phenomenon 
of light, its reflection, refraction. 
and absorption; while chemists 
think of oiaments and dyes from 
which paint and other coloring 
agents are made. We shall use the 
word ‘color’ in its psychological 
meaning only, because we refer to 
what we see applied with paint or 
ink. This definition at once implies 
that black and white are colors, for 
we receive definite sensations of 
white from paper and of black from 
ink. You have probably heard the 
phrase, ‘white is all colors together 
and black is the absence of color.’ 
This has no meaning for us; for 
us, color is a sensation.” 

* +B +3 
How long, on the average, do convict! 
serve who have been sentenced to lift 
imprisonment? 

Dr. R. N. Whit,efield, a Mississipp 
public official, in an ad&dress bkdorl 
the American Public Health Associa 
tion, said he had made a study 0: 
6,415 homicides committed during thl 
16 years from 1916 to 1931, in Mmsis 
sippi, and fourxd: 

“There were 2,190 convictions in 
the 6,415 homicide cases. Of those 
convicted, 1,083 were sentenced to 
prison for life, but at the close of 
the period, only 171 of these were 
still in prison. More than 500 had 
been pardoned after serving an 
average term of seven and a half 
rarshie$lmost 300 had escaped or 

. some m-ere free under 
suspension of sentence.* 

The speaker added the opinion tha, 
if the same kind of survev weIre mad{ 
in every State, “we should find similal 
consequences in a majority of them.’ 

+ * l > 
Is it true that the bicycle has regained 
its popularity in the U.S.? 

Yes. The following facts are taker 
from an article in The Americas 
Magazine : 

‘The bicycle .is definitely back. 
More wheels (750,000) were sold in 
the United States during 1936 than 
in the year of the ‘scorchers’- 
1899-the previous all-time high. 
The new bike is streamlined, has 
balloon tires. glomo mod& have 

three speed gears, chair seats, and 
steering wheels instead of handle 
bars. A new racer, made of a strong 
aluminum alloy, weighs only I3 
pounds. Bicycle archery and bicycle 
polo are new sports growing in 
popularity with America’s 4,000,OOO 
bicyclists.” 

+ * * 
What was Goethe’s attitude towards the 
Catholic Church? 

The following from 
:oethe’s Faust, as P~%%ated by 
3ayard Taylor, gives the great Ger- 
nan’s general attitude: 
The Holy Church has a stomach healthy, 
Has eaten many a laad as forfeit, 
4nd never yet complained of surfeit. 
The Holy Church beyond all question 
Hzofnor ill-gotten goods the right diges- 

. 
* * ?P 

[s a feather bed a safe haven from 
Rashing lightning? 

The aenise of security that comes tu 
me who jumlp,s into a feather bed 
znd covers his head isln’t based on 
anything substantial, says Dr. W. H. 
Humphreys, of the II& Weather 
Bureau. He offers bett.er substitutes, 
18 f  ollbws : 

‘LA room with all-metal roof, 
walls and floor. 

“‘A cave. 
“The bottom of a railroad cut. 
‘A recumbent position in most 

any ditch is a good idea, and a 
steel frame building is nearly as 
safe as the all-metal room. 

“Any house is better than an open 
field, but a tree is dangerous com- 
pany when the celestial fireworks 
begin.” 

Supposing tha*F tlZ eztire State of 
North Dakota had a rainfall of one inch, 
how much would it weigh? 

Five billion tons. 
* * * 

i frequently hear it said that more peo- 
ple die during the night than during 
the day. What are the facts? 

It’s jus,t another bunkette. People 
die at the same rate during the day 
or night, or, for that matter, during 
one hour and another. 

+ 4+ * 
What ia an inch? 

An inch is one thin&g in the U.S. 
an’d another in England, the two coun- 
tries having failed thus far to agree. 
An American inch is slightly more 
than 2.54 centimeters long. The Brit- 
ish inch is slightly less than 2.54 cen- 
timeters. To be exac+,, the U.S. inch 
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is about 28 millionths of a centimeter 
longer than the British inch. That 
makes a difference of more than two 
centimeters in 10 miles. The U.S. 
Bureau of Standards has asked Con- 
gress to pass a law making our inch 
precisely 2.64 centimeters long. The 
trick then would be to get the British 
to agree on the same inch, which, 
I’m afraid, may bring up grave in- 
ternational prahlems. 
I have been advised against mentioning 
names in a forthcoming book of mine 
because, while I have praise for some 
of the names, I have criticized others 
and I have been advised that it is best 
to refer to the works of others indirectly 
or by inference but not to freely ad- 
vertise or mention others in a published 
book. There ia alao the oueatiun in MY 
mind of libel, of which subject in the 
publication of an ordinary book I know 
nothing. I do feel, however (at least 
141 me if I am wrung) that the pub- 
lisher of a paper as yours may say 
things which the author of a book, such 
as I have in mind, may not say. (I am 
enclosing one dollar for a personal re- 
ply at once, so that I may get an answer 
at once even though you may later on 
publish the question and answer in The 
Freeman.) 

It isn’t libelous to criticize an au- 
thor or his book in another book. An 
author has the rilght to disagree 
even if his own views are wrong, in- 
accurate, or extreme. As for person 
al attacks, an author must be careful 
becaus’e he may be’ called on to prove 
his perscmal attacks. If  he has proo+ 
and puiblished the facts in the public 
interest, he has nothing to fear. As 
for quotin’g from another hook or re- 
ferring to it, an author has a right 
to do this, even to the extent of using 
up &o 200 words from the book under 
discussion. 

What is the maximum lik span of 
snakes? 

Twent.y-five years. 
* * * 

A few words on “They Won’t Forget,” 
please. 

This is one of the better movies- 
a serious approach to the pro,bl,em 03 
prejudiae and the lynch spirit of the 
deep South. “They Won’t Forget” 
is a movie version of the infamoue 
Leo Frank case, in which a young 
Jewish man was persecuted and final- 
ly lynched, not becauss he had com- 
mitted a murder-the evidence on this 
was as thin as tissue paper-but be- 

:ause he was a stranger, a Northern- 
w, and a Jew. In the movie, the un- 
sappy, terrorized victim is present- 
:d only as a stranger and a Northern- 
?r. the racial angle ,being eliminated, 
1s one comes to expect. from the 
novies. At that. the nicture’s lesson 
.s powerful, its‘ story is a moving 
hama of cnrrfllt life. its nct,inP- 
especially Cla’ud Rains’--i,s perfzct, 
ts direction is comparable with the 
lest, its dialogue rings true-in all, 
)ne pilcture in a thousand. As bad as 
;h#e lynch problem is in this country, 
Me must remem,ber, however! that It 
s the expression of only a minor por- 
lion of American life-the smaller, 
lackward communities of the hinter- 
and. Nazi propagandists who like 
-o keep harping on American lynch- 
.ng, forget this important fact and 
:hen &se their eyes to the more 
lamning fact that in Germany the 
ynch spirit has been t,urned into an 
official arm of the regime. But this 
loesn’t mean we should shut our eyes 
;o the responsibility facing us. Presi- 
ient Roosevelt’s l’ong-continued efforts 
to have Congress pass a Federal anti- 
lynchling law, if crowned with suc- 
zess, would serve to rid this country 
of practically all of its lynching in 
a few years. A picture like “They 
Wo#n’t Forget” warns us in an in- 
telligent manner how ‘essential it is 
for the nation to do something to 
curb this ignoble, cowardly expres- 
sion of mass hysteria. “They Won’t 
Forget” shows us why we mustn’t 
forget to support th’e proposed Feder- 
al anti-lynching law. In the picture 
we Bee how small-time, shyster mob- 
baiters-this time a typical county 
prosecutor-makes adroit use of the 
public’s mob psychology to force his 
way into the governor’s office, over 
the dead body of an innocent victim. 
I feel sure that all decent Southern- 
ers will welcome this fine, con~struc- 
tive picture of an ugly s’ide of their 
community. 

Please comment on the movie, “The Life 
of Emile Zola.” 

Tt’s me of the finest pictures ever 
made. Paul Muni rises to new 
heights, with artistic creativeness 
that is a triumph. Long onse of my 
favorites, he now steps forward to 
the very front of the procession. 
Every lover of freedom and justice 
should see this powerful indictment of 
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black reaction th-at still strikes at 
everything that’s decent and worth- 
while in civilized existence. In Ger- 
many, Japan, Italy, Poland, Austria, 
Portuga’l, Nationalist Spain, and oth- 
er centers of medievalism. t,his ele- 
ment is 6n the saddle and riding 
mankind. In almost every other coun- 
try in the world it is conmspiring to 
crush liberty, Democracy Free- 
thought, economic emancipat’ion, and 
racial tolerance. The story of Zola’s 
beautiful life should inspire every 
anti-Fascist. My only objection to 
this picture-and it’s not a small com- 
plaint, by any means-is the fact 
that the real issues in the infamous 
Drevfus case weren’t given complete 
eluc’idation. The element of anti- 
Sernil,ismn-f,or it is, a fact that the 
Jew-haters were out to destroy Cap- 
tain Dreyfusl because of his racial 
origin-was ignored completely. ex- 
cept for one fleeting mention that 
couldn’t have been observed by more 
than 1 percent of the audience. Zola 
not only fought the inci,pient, Fascists 
in the French army, but also aimed 
his guns at the great and powerful 
Roman Catholic Church, which give its 
support to the war on innocent Drey- 
fus because of the Church’s long- 
standing encouragement to the inhu- 
171.971. mvnpy forrex nf m&d pcwwrn- 
tion. But, the picture is so great that 
it rislesl above this serious omis,sion 
and stands as a human document 
worthy of the attent,ion of the most 
social-minded persons. Zola-who, as 
An,atole France slays in the picture’s 
last scene, “was a moment of the con- 
science of man”--was a brave and 
fearlesls soldier in the liberation war 
of mankind, in the sense in which 
Heinrich H&no saoke of him own life 
a- he saw himself nearing the hour 
of his death. In “The Life of Emile 
Zola” the movies reach artistic ma- 
turity; they are still to achieve in- 
tellectual integrity. 

Are there any species of snakes that 
are vegetarians? 

No, All sn;kes*are+meat-eaters. 

Editor, The American Freeman: 

Thank you for your comment, in Jan- 
uary, 1938, Freeman, on the efforts of 
Dorothy Thompson and those for whom 
she is a mouthpiece to prove that mi- 
nority rule is true democracy. Theirs 
is true jesuitical “logic” -logic worthy 
of Hitler and Mnasnlinl, who have more 

than once solemnly stated that theirs is 
lhe udy real “demucracy.” 

It seemed to me significant that on 
November 5, 1937, Miss Thompson 
broadcast on the subject, “The Under- 
Imimiieedped Man.” He is, it appears, the 

sharecropper of the South. 
That is, “to the Bureau of Statistics he 
is the underprivileged man.” All the 
brighl lillle anli-New Dealers knuw the 
colored sharecroppers are incomparably 
happy in their poverty, and wouldn’t 
live otherwise if they could! “He gets 
his cabin and keep. He always has a 
roof over his head, and can never 
starve.” (Make a note of that.) “He 
does gruelling work 120 days of the 
year. Then he is free to play with his 
fellows. . . . Suicide 
Negroes is almost 

arn;;nowouthern 
. . . . A 

child in a Negro sharecropper’s family 
ia an aanel. The mure children he has, 
the more land he is likely to get. . . . 
There are no orphans in the deep South. 
If one set of parents dies, another set 
uf pnrtmls takes lbr child. He has the 
same status as their own children.” 

The Negro ‘cropper enjoys “making 
love, singing songs, fishing for cat&h, 
riding on trains for the pure pleasure 
of the ride.” (I’m anxious to know 
where he gets the carfare.) No mention 
is made of the floggings and lynchings 
he anjuya, VT of the educational ad- 
vantages he does not enjoy. What rot- 
ten taste to bring that up! 

“In the Good Book it says, ‘Take no 
thought for the morrow,’ so he takes 
no thought for the morrow.” (I take it 
that Miss Thompson and the tories are 
unbelievers-at least they seem to be 
taking considerable thought for the 
morrow.) 

“He often compares his existence to 
the white man’s, couvinceld that his 
own is superior.” So that’s that, and we 
are quite absolved from doing anything 
for the colored man. 

Would you say it was ominous when 
our politicians begin assuring the pub- 
lic that the masses are very happy in 
their misery? It’s quite in the style of 
European dictators. 

In her broadcast of October 29, 1937, 
Miss Thompson remarked that Queen 
Wilhelmina of Holland has been called 
“the only monarch who would dare sit 
with her back to a window.” Rather 
broad statement, that. What of Scan- 
dinavian monarchs? 

Eulogizing Thomas Dewey for his war 
on New York racketeers, she goes out 
of her way to lug in a slap at the New 
Deal. The practice of organized gang- 
sters to force merchants to keep prices 
at a certain level she caustically desig- 
nates “a sort of Racketeers’ NRA.” 
Now so intelligent a woman must know 
she is being disaoeat in compartn@ 
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the efforts of the government to make 
sweatshop owners pay a living wage, tx , 
those of ruthless gangsters exacting !  
tribute from law-abiding citizens. Don’1 t 
you think this calls for sharp comment1 
Wilmington, Del. ; W. MATTHEWS 

* +3 * 
One lesson I never tire of drivin 'g 

home-the need of a free press t :o 
fight the advance of international Fnsq c- 
lsm. Manv of my articles close wit 
the admo&lon that if anti-Fascists d 

h 
.O 

nothing to build up a free press the n 
the future is dark for democracy an d 
freedom. Translated into everyday lift 
such warnings 

e, 
simmer down to on 

thing-anti-Fascists everywhere must gf ! ”  
behind free organs like The America n 
Freeman with every form of financia 11 
and moral aid. In the case of Th e 
Freeman the conditions demand severs 11 
forma of reader-activity. First, dona ,- I 
tions to help wipe out the deficit. Set 
ond, prompt renewals from subscribers 
Third, the introduction of The Freemal 
to new bodice of readers. which is 1 
form of activity that can’ be& be ad 
vanced by sending in at least four sub 
scriptions at once, with more to follow 
If Freeman readers who believe in thi 
paper’s tireless war on Fascism wil 
stand by their paper, help it financial11 
and add to its influence in the way o 
circulation, then the country will hava 
a powerful weapon with which to hell 
beat down the dark, ominous, menacing 
forces of reaction and tyranny. Expresr 
ynnr anti-Fasciwn in concrete, con, 
structive acts. Help strengthen The 
Freeman, a paper which never fails tc 
fight every form of react?on with every 
weapon of exposare, truth, history, log 
ic, and humanitarianism. 

* + * 
How can one travel from New York tc 
San Frnnrin,rn and pnas through thk 
least number of States? 

Do snakes have a sense of hearing? 
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This pie,oe of oddity has been ap 
pearing in our newspapers for sever- 
al years, which means it’s a favorite 
“filler.” It.% possible to take a trip 
by motor car from New York to San 
Franscislco and pass through only 
ninfe States., as follows: New York, 
P’ennsylvama, Ohio, Kentucky, Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Ari- 
zona, anld California. But what mlakes 
that piece of infor,mation quite value- 
less is the fact that the route doesn’t 
in,rlnde thps hmt highways. 

No. They are deaf. The common 
error that snakes can hear is foster- 
ed by pisctures of Indian snake charm. 
ers blowing music out of a wood in- 
strument, tp which the snake is sup 

)ne of the favorite arguments of ‘sup- 
lorters of astrology is the fact that the 
lo-called system has an immense fol- 
owing, prints a vast literature, in&d- !  
ng magazines that have as much as 
‘00,000 circulation. Please comment. 

Th’e fact that a piece of pure bunk 
law many dlnpss doesn’t mab the 
‘unk true, but merely proves’ that the 
@orId still suppEes a sure crop of 

“001s and suake,rs. William Marias 
Malisoff comments on this point, in 
In article in the August, 1937, 
forum, as foll,ows: 

Posed to respond. The fact is, the 
snake doesn’t hear the music at all 
but bobs back and forth in response 
to motion,s and in reaction to felt 
vibratioas. 

a+ * * 
Can snakes spit? 

Only one l$nd--cotF-can spit. 
*$ . 

I$;tmany Negroes live in New York 

327,700. 
+z+ * +i- 

HOW do you account for the different 
ways cars behave when brought to a 
quick stop on a wet pavement? 

The Kanslas C?ity, MO., police de- 
partment found, aft&r experiments, 
that a car equipped with new. good 
t.ires will stop quickly on a wet pave- 
ment. It wae then shown that a 
“taxicab, with worn tirets but good 
brakes, used twice the stopping dis- 
tance of the motor car equipped with 
good tires. Then a taxicab with one 
brake disconnected used a third more 
distance than the taxicab with good 
brakes.” 

How many radio s&s a;e there in the 
world? How many of them has the 
U.S.? 

According to the U.S. Deparkment 
If CommeTce, there weae, early in 
1937. 56,000,OOO radio receivinlg sets 
In the world, of which 30,000,OOO 
Mel-e in the U.S. 

+s * +% 
Do you believe that absence makes the 
heart grow fonder? 

Not always. The French moralist, 
La Rochefoucauld, in his Mccsims, got 
‘0 the heart of this idea when’ he 
wrote: 

“Absence dlmishes little passions 
and increases great ones, just a8 
the wind blows out a candle and 
fans a fire.” 

* a+ 4+ 

“That he (the aatrolagist) has qj 
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large following . . . is scarcely rele- 
vant to the strength of his position. 
80 has Vofiva, Father Divine, Hit- 
ter. So had Billy Sunday, Dr. 
Abrams of electronic fame, and 
their numerous historic prc?deces- 
sore.?’ 

Do these thousands of mystics-such as 
crystal gazers, astrolonists. etc.-use 
their influence over their suckers to out 
over crooked business deals? 

Only the, other day a crystal gazer 
was sent to prison for runming a 
crooked stock business under the pre- 
text that he was selling his occult 
“powera.” This my& philosopher 
specialized in moneyed women, who 
during his seance, were told the 
spirits weren’t pleased with her own. 
ership of such poor &o&s as U.S. 
Steel and General Motors but would 
prefer to have them turned in for an 
issue the crystal gazer was pushing 
on the quiet, One woman, with $lO,- 
000 insurance money, bought stock in 
a fake rayon corporation and lost 
every cent, but the crook got caught 
and was sent up. Another victim- 
this tiimel a man-was talked into buy- 
ing whisky warehouse receipts. The 
crystal gazer said the spirits told him 
the spirits now under government 
bonld (pardon the awful pun) would 
he worth almost their wei#ght in gold 
when they had become four yetars old. 
The spiribs failed to warn the sucker 
that the receipt-holder couldn’t legal- 
ly remove the whisky even though he 
he&d a receipt, and, besides, the 
whisiky could hardly be sold if re. 
leased herllnse the big whisky com- 
panies control this field and are them- 
selves putting away more whisiky 
than the market is- likely to absorb. 
So, another sucker got a hang-over 
wlthout touch?g a drop. 

+s 9 
tiIg;h;t rate does an elephant grow in 

Six inches per year. Its annual 
growth in pougdaq is*irre,gular. 

IS it true that a certain tropical tree 
gives off red wine when tapped? 

You prdbably have in mind the 
“whoopee” tree, fvund in the tropical 
jungles of Lower Mexico by Llewellyn 
Williams, curator of botany at Field 
Museum, Chicago. The tree is a spe- 
ties of palm, which the natives chop 
down, after which a small trough is 
Cdt in the trunk. They then cover 

the trough with leaves and let it the trough with leaves and let it 
stared fob two days, after which they stared fob two days, after which they 
find it filled with a red wine, formed find it filled with a red wine, formed 
from fermentation of Che sara. It was from fermentation of Che sara. It was 
delicious, said:Williams. 

: * 
Which is the ci;dest**State in the Union? 

Wyoming. OnI February 9, 1933, 
at Yellow&one National Park, Wyo., 
the therometer registered 66 degrees 
below zero. 

ra the weather nl~~a~s hotter in the 
South than the North? 

No. South Dakota has a higher 
heat record than Georga. Alabama 
has had colder weather than that of 
Delaware. Washin,gton State has had 
hottest weather that exce’eds South 
Carolina by 7 dcgrces. Rhode Island’s 
lowest temperature is 18 degrees be- 
low zero, which is only 2 degrees low- 
er than the coldest day officially re- 
corded in Louisian,a. 

+s * + 
Which is the hottest State in the Union? 

Caliifornia. On July 10, 1913, the 
temperature in Death Valley reached 
134 degrees above zero. 

* * * 
Which State registers the last range 
of temperatures? 

Fldrida. Its hottest dav was 109 
albove zero; i& coldest, 2 &gre&+ be- 
low zero, tl spread of 111 degrees. 
Rhod,e Island comes next, with 100 
degrees above and 18 degrees below, 
a range of 118 degrees. d 

* * * 
Is it correct to speak of “Hudson Bay”? 

The older form is “Hudson’s Bay,” 
bnt the popular “HudsNon Baj?’ is all 
right, as is “Hudson Bay Company” 
for the older “Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany?’ 

Which form o? cozmu%ation is used 
most-letters and nostcards, telegrams, 
or telephone calls? 

Telephone calls lead. Every day, 
more than 65,000,OOO telephone calls 
are made in this country, an average 
3f one for every two inhabitantrs. The 
annual numlber of calls is about 
25,000,000,000, which is almost tiwice 
the number of letters, postcards and 
kelegrame. 

What’s your opinion of guaranteed 
Freckle removers? 

Dr. Frank J. Clancy, director, 
Board of Investigation, American 
Hedieal Association, says wosneu 
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should be warned against these 
“rruaranteed” freckle removers. He 
cautions the public, as follows: 

“If they remove freckles, they 
must remove the outer layer of the 
skin, and many contain caustics. 
Better to ha; frgkle; than scars.” 

Do you like to eat cauliflower? 
I don’L mind zl little of it, though 

I agree with Mark Twain that cauli- 
flower is nothing but dslllrloage with a 
college education. 

* * 4 
Is there any remedy for baldness? 

Science knows of none. Once the 
hair goes, it’s gone-for good. Dr. 
Frank J. Clancy, dir&or, Board of 
Investigation, American Medical AS- 
sociation, says there’s just nothing 
the doctors can do about a bald head. 
He adds: 

“Tonics may create a little fuzz, 
hnt nothing more. I’m getting hald 
myself, but I don’t try to kid my- 
self into thinking there is anything 
that will grow hair on my head.” 

4 4 + 
How did the ancient Romans make ink? 

The anmcient Romans used soot as a 
base for ink and black paint. The 
soot was made by burninsg resin In a 
stove. The soot that resulted from 
the burning resin was drawn through 
vents into a room that was walld 
with smooth marble. When a suffi- 
cient coatinlg of soot covered the mar- 
ble walls it was scraped off, l’ater to 
be mixed wit! gum to manufacture 
ink or with sye t; p$duce paint. 

I have made thrke bad guesses in matri- 
mony. I am contemplating my fourth. 
Am I all wet? 

I can’t advise you. This fourth 
wedding, if it comes off, will suggest, 
in Balzac’s words, the triumph of 
hope over experience. 

How does the mine-run of humanity go 
about the delicate work of forming an 
opinion? 

Tha first. roqnitin’tp ig tn CTislpennrJe 
with all inf,ormation that doesn’t fit 
in the general pattern of wishful 
thinking. Take what’s left and m,ix 
with pl’enty of bunkislic noLivns that 
are accepted as gospel truth by all 
persons except the experts, and they, 
of course. d#on’t count. Flavor with 
a pint of prejudices, but be sure to 
call them “principles.” Throw in a 
few quotat,ion,s about mother, home, 

Zod and the flag. Add a passing com- 
aliment to pure womanhood. Sprinkle 
plenty of the juices of emotion over 
;he concoctiomn, but insist it’s noth- 
ng more than co4 reason. Serve im- 
nediately because the mess sours 
luiekly. 

: 4 4 
Have any testy been made to learn if 
radio listeners know the names of 
,roducts advertised in radio broadcasts? 

Royal H. Ray, formerly a member 
)f the journalism faculty of Ohio 
University, conducted a survey at 
hthens, Ga., and found that “fewer 
;han 10 percent of the radio listeners 
questioned in a survey could identify 
;he prodluct a.dvertised in the pro- 

to which t,heir sets were 
?$$?Yt This is a rather limited h& 
Jut I’m in8clined to believe the infer- 
?n,ce darawn from Mr. Ray’s inquiry is 
sound. 

4 4 4 
What have you in mind when you re- 
proach others for their mysticism or 
metaphysics? 

I use the reproach in Voltaire’s 
sense, who said when the speaker and 
he to whom he speaks do not under- 
&and, that is meta,physicst. Or, as 
someone else said, metaphysi’cs results 
when a man describes a blalck cat in 
5 dark cellar in which there isn’t any 
Maek cat. In other words, anyone 
who hands out metaphysiies is a mud- 
&head out to further confuse the 
mud’dlehead. 

4 4 * 
Do you accept &camstantial evidence? 

One has to. but one should always 
try to be e&a critical when a do&- 
sion must rest on nothing but cir- 
cumstantial evidence. As Mark Twain 
worded it: 

“Even the clearest and most per- 
fect circumstantial evidence is like- 
ly to be at fault, after all, and 
therefore ought to be received with 
great caution. Take the case of any 
pencil sharpened by any woman: 
if you have witnesses, you will find 
she did it with II lfnifo: halt if ynn 
take simply the aspect of the pencil 
you will say she did it with her 
teeth.” 

*r 4 4 
I am quite amused at your occasional 
explorations into the Bible’s oddities, 
absurdities and contradictions. I’m sare 
they are offered to your readers in the 
spirit of fun rather than a serious at- 
tempt at Freethought propaganda, 
though I notice you are always ready 

.  .  ‘, 
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to put in your oar for Freethought. In 
your studies of Bible contradictions 
did you ever come upon one that ap- 
pears in absolutely adjacent verses? 

I f  you will turn to Proverbs 26, 
verse 4, you will find: “Answer not 
a fool accord’ing to his folly, lest thou 
also be like unto him.” The verse 
that foll~o~ws, 5,. urges: “Answer a f?ol 
accordling to his folly, laest he be wise 
in his own conceit.” 

+ 4 * 
I know a man whn ia always boasting 
about his ancestors. How can such a 
person be squelched? 

You can’t do a thing about it. He’s 
as dead as his ancestors, only the 
board of health hasn’t found out 
about it yet. Avoid him. 

* * * 
What do you think sod the slogan, 

. “America for Americans”? 
With liberal naturalization laws 

such a slocgan can become an instru- 
ment for progress, provided we saw 
to it that it didn’t continue to mean 
“Ameri’ca for a few Americans.” 

I’m very fond of peaches but heartily 
dislike the heavy fuzz. Can anything 
be done to remove this fuzz? 

It is possible to “shave” the heavy 
fuzz off, if fruit growers will avail 
themselves ob a simple, inexpensive 
machine now on the market. When 
the peaches are sent through the 
sorting machine they can be treated 
to a vigorous brushing by a set of 
de-fuzzing brushmes. 

+% 4 Q 
Is it true that comic strip artists make 
poor husbands? 

I don?, knew, but I’m sure they 
can’t be worse than their comic 
strips. ,!,-,i 

+s +s + 
I had a friend who borrowed $2 from 
me, and now I never see him again. 
What should I do? 

You’re In&y. 
* + * 

What are the duties of a receiver? 

A receiver is appointed by the court 
to conserve your remaining assets in 
such a way that he gets them. 

4+ +I+ G+ 
Is there any truth to the claim that 
plant foo’d raised from artificial fer- 
tilizer is not as nutritious as that which 
is raised from natural fertilizer? 

There’s no difference. according to 
experiments made by Prof. Arthur 
Scheunert! who used two groups Of 
rats, keeping one to a diet af plant 

food from “artificial” aml the other 
from %atural” fertilizers. After 30 
m’onths he found the rats were all 
about the same in matters of health 
and weight. 

+P 4+ 6 
Does steel last longer than it did in 
the past? 

The American Iron and Steel In- 
stitute reports1 that the 34,000,OOO 
tons o’f steel produlced in 1936 will 
last for an average of 331/z years, as 
awainst an average life of about 15 
years a half cptu+m ;p. 

How long can a bidbug live without 
food? 

These sweet-odored pests can go a 
long time without victuals. Tests 
have shown thev can live as lonp RS 
a year without nourishment. - 

9r * +I+ 
Solution to problem: The sign reads 

“KNOTT BROTIIERS.” 

Can you tell me what the world is pay- 
ing for arms? 

The armaments yearbo.ok issued by 
the League of Nations, December 11, 
1937, said the worlmd’s armaments bill 
for 1937 tot.aled $11,857,000,000. This 
is is almost three times greater than 
thiel money spent for armaments in 
1913, the year before the World War 
began. The ‘same source says the 
world spent $‘7,181,000,000 in 1932 and 
$9,352,000,000 in 1936, thus showing 
that the war machines are taking 
larger sums yearly. The 3gure.s above, 
especially t,he one for 1937, would be 
considerably higher if the compilers 
UP the League of Nations volume 
could get th!el secret sums spent on 
arms by Hitler. The book add.s that 
the world’s standing a,rmies had 
8.000.000 men in 1937, as against 
6,000,OOO in 1913. 

Is there any factual basis to the wide- 
ly held belief that living costs are low- 
er in the South than in the North? 

The facts show that the belief is 
nothing more than a myth. A few 
items-r,ent, fuel, and light-are 
cheaper in the South, but, clothing, 
fnmi+.ure an,d other house furnishing 
goodIs. and many other articles, cost 
more in the South. The Department 
of Labor has issued a valuable re- 
port that shows the above,-mentioned 
facts, and’ adds there i.s only slight 
differen’ce “in the cost of food when 
the prices of commodif3erP necessary fo 
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make up a minimum standard of liv 
ing are compared.” The govornmeni 
figures actually prove that when al 
prices are averaged “the cost of liv 
ing in many Southern cities is con 
eiderably greater than in many 
Northern citi,es.” Walter White, set 
retary, National Associa’tion for tht 
Advnn~wmmt, of Cnlnrd People, re. 
ferring to this report, writes: 

“For example, the index of the 
cost of goods purchased by wage- 
earners and lower-salaried workers, 
as of September 15, 1937, shows that 
the average for all items in Chica- 
go is 81.3, but in Atlanta the aver- 
age is 83.9; in Baltimore, 88.2: in 
Jacksonville, 82.4; in Norfolk, 86.9; 
in Savannah, 83.3; in Memphis, 82.9; 
in Mobile, 85.1: in New Orleans, 
85.2.” 

Comparisons between the South 
and the North are to’o o,fte:n based on 
living costs in New York City and 
Washington, D.C., two communitie? 
where prices are notoriously htigh 
But ‘even here the federal figures 
show there is ve.ry little difference, 
for New York averages 86.7 and the 
average for Washington is 89.7. 

Commentin: on the argument that 
wage levels should be l’ower in the 
South than in the North hecausle of 
alleged different,ials, Mr. White says: 

“As this point of view grows in 
the South, as it is growing rapidly, 
the South itself will repudiate the 
claims made by its politicians and 
those who seek to lure, with the bait 
of lower wages, industries into the 
South on the false premise that the 
South must have the benefit of dif- 
ferentials in order to exist. Increas- 
ingly intelligent Southerners realize 
also that differentials mean not a 
difference in cost of living, but in 
lower stan,dards of living, which in 
turn mean higher morbidity, mor- 
tality and illiteracy rates, lower 
moral standards and other condi- 
tions detrimental‘ to the South and 
to the country as a whole.” 

+> * * 
Please comment on the practice of any- 
ing “Jew down” when referring to an 
attempt to get a bargain. 

It’s a disgusting expression and 
should be avoided by all persons who 
domn’t wa,nt to s,ee racial prejudices 
grow more intense. Only the, other 
day I met the expression, “Jew 
down.” in an article by Dr. M. Shadid, 
in the Commurdy EfoaqAtd New*, 
published a&, El$ City, Oklahmba. Dr. 

Shadid is a sojcial-minded man who 
is doing splendid work in organizing 
a successful cooperative hospital, and 
yet, such a man writes, over his signa- 
ture the words “Jew down” when de- 
s’cribing the attempts of some of the 
hospital’s patients to get better terms 
elsewher,e.. I’m pretty sure not more 
than 1 percent qf the patients in Dr. 
ShadidTs hos#pital are Jews, atrd yet 
he uses them as horrible examples 
when the 99 percent, who aren’t Jews 
at all, go out hunting for a bargain. 
The simple fact is, everybody likes a 
bargain. As one who has ‘sold hun- 
dredls omf millions of books through the 
mails. I soon learned that everybody 
rsnjoys getting something for nothing, 
or close to nothing, wheth;e.r Jews or 
IIUII-J~WS. Su why charackri-mG a uni- 
versal trait as a Jewish form of be- 
havior? * * a+ 
I want a soft dtfink that contains a good 
supply of calories. Would you recom- 
mend “Dr. Pepper?” Its advertising 
makes some heavy claims. 

The Fed’eral Trade Commission has 
compelled “Dr. Pepper” to sign a 
stipulation wherein he, “agrees to stop 
representing that there are more cal- 
ories per pomund in Dr. Pepper than in 
3ranjges, lemons, pineapples, spinach 
)r buttermilk.” Th,c. newspapers and 
magazines which carried this fal!se 
sdvertisling were careful to avoid 
aent,ioning the newsworthy fact that 
Dr. Pepper had been cracked down 
)n by the FTC. This is just anolther 
srgume,nt for an independent press. 
We’ll get one if the consumers wake 
up and boost the press that supports 
;heir interests. 

What is the greatest speed at which a 
typewriter has been used? 

The record is 14 strokes per second, 
with human fingers used. A “me- 
:hanical stenographer,” used to the 
imit of its capacity, succeedNed in de- 
ivering 20 stroke!. per seaond. 

* t +* 
Walter Winchell!s column, “On Broad- 
way,” refers to three football stars as 
‘yiddles.” Please characterize. 

I’m sure that Winchell, a Jew, 
voulmd feel insulted if a Nazi came 
up to him and called him a “yiddle.” 
3e ought to know better than to give 
vide pub1icit.y to such an insulting 
vord. In my writings against racjal 
qejudice I urge my readere to be- 
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ware of those insulting words which 
are so offensive to the sensitive peo- 
ple of various, races. I refer, of 
course, to crudities like chink, kike, 
Jap. nigger, wop, dago, bohunk, 
sheeny, frog, greaser, and other dis- 
gusting epithets. Intelligent, civilized 
people who deplore t!he spread of ra- 
cial hatred always will refrain from 
using such nyes&evy in jest. 

Enclosed please find literature describ- 
ing Passion Grim, which T am offered at 
five sticks for $1. You will see from 
the text that it is supposed to act on 
certain glands in such a way as to 
bring happiness to “husband, girl friend, 
boy frien,d or sweetheart.” I am enclos- 
ing fee for a personal reply. 

Passion Gum is the bunk. Don’t 
wast.e any money on such fooliahncaa. 

4+ * * 
Now that the Ku Klux Klan is back in 
action again, I would appreciate being 
elven some data ahuwirw the extent of 

Certain good judges, including 
Heywoo,d Broun, s#ay the Japanese 
.ack a s,ens#e of humor. So’ the ar!gu- 
nent isn’t intended to bet funny. The 
Tumor, therefo’re, is, unconscious. 
Needless to say, the Japanemss militar- 
ists .are in Chinla for no one’,s good 
Jut their own, and they will continue 
lmoing themselves good turnls unt*il 
they get all osf China, the East half 
of Siberia, the Dutch possess8ions, and 
anything elsie that comes to hand, un- 
les#s something is domne to s’top them. 
An amusing characterization of Jap- 
anei?Ay aggrcs&on is ie~press~ed in 
Ogden Nash’s posm: 
How courteous is the Japanese 
He always says, “Excuse me, please.” 
He climbs into his neighbor’s garden, 
And smiles and says, “I beg your par- 

ihe organization’s violence during its 
most flourishing period in the 1920’s. 1 
am moved to ask for this information 
after having just read in the public 
press of November 17, 1937, how more 
than 100 hooded klansmen raided a 
gaming resort in Miami, Fla., broke UT 
the furniture, beat up attendants, and 
walked off with something like $350. 

Tha New York World, from 1921 
to 1926, kept several correspo’ndentt: 
busy covering the activities of the Kc 
Klux Klan, t.he purpose being to in 
form its readers regarding the via. 
lent tactics of this bigoted and intol 
erant body. In one of its reports, thf 
World gave a tabulation of violenaf 
committed hy the Ku Klux Kbam, 
from October, 1920 to October, 1921 
as follows,: 

“ . . . four killings, one mutila- 
tion, one branding with acid, 41 
flcggings, 27 tar and feather parties, 
five kidnapings, 43 persons warned 
to leave town or otherwise threaten- 
ed, 14 communities threatened by 
warning posters, and 16 parades by 
masked men with warning placards.” 

Violence is a living part of Klsm- 
ism, lbecaus#e this secrelt society bases 
its appeal on the less inteflligent 
standards oaf the unthinking portion 
of the cosmmunity, which can be used 
by shrewd higher-ups to wreak per- 
sonal veng:e,ance Or gain political and 
economic advantages. Take violence 
out. of the Ku Klux Klan and it de. 

Since it’s foundations are emo- 
tc?&%, bur5ta of violence are but nat 

don”; 
He bows and grins a friendly grin, 
And calls his hungry family in; 
He grins, and bows a frienrlly bow; 
“So sorry, this MY garden now.” 

I see that a lady grammarian at Co- 
lumbia University is raising hell with 
our President for using bad English. 
What was his crime? 

PresidenIt Roosevelt, in his Chey- 
enne, Wyo., speech, is supposed to 
have said “Engineers ar,e3 human just 
like I am.” This upset the profes- 
s’or, and the result was a hiding for 
the President, who slhould have said 
;‘as I nm.” Of COIWW, R,nnaevelt. tech- 
nically was wrong, but one shoul’dn% 
b,e, too strict about a person% con: 
struction when he’s speaking extem- 
poraneously, as F. D. R. was d,oing 
when he committed his offensle against 
the sacred cow of pure English. “Like 
I am” isn’t so barbarous in colloquial 
speech. I’m pretty sur,eb he wouldn’t 
use such an expression in a meaaage 
to Congress, though he’s capable of 

oral expressions. Men join the Klan 
me.suma,bly to “save” the country 
‘ram aliens, Negroes, Jews and CJabh- 
blics, but along with these prejudices 
nnl hatreds are irresistable cravings 
:or a show, for excitement, for cliver- 
iion-anmd violle.nce against individ- 
lals, and groups offers the best outlet 
jar pentup emotions, especially when 
;hey are stirred to almost uncontroll- 
ible action by leaders1 who are moti- 
rated by ulterior $esips. 

& 
What’s your opinion of the Japanese 
argument that they are in China for 
Lhe good of the Chinese? 
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it in one of his fireside chats. After 
all, tihe great and beautif,ul Englis’r 
laniguag,fl wasn’t. developed by uni. 
versity professors. I’t’s a growth, wit1 
its roots in the common people, whc 
are the final arbiters. Still, “Kke 1 
am” does sound a little awkward 
even in conversation, so we’ll con. 
sider the Presid& rebuked and turr 
to weightier problems. l 

that you are a true believer in democ- 
racy, with a little d. I notice, however, 
that sometimes you refer to yourself 
as a progressive. Then at times you 
use the wor,d “liberal” with approval. I 
don’t mind your using “progressive” 
now and then, but a “liberal” has always 
struck me as the middle-of-the-reader 
who merely takes a position between 
radicalism and conservatism. Please do 
a little arguing. 

But. first let me mention that sht 
turned on, Charles Diekens and George 
R~mard Shaw shortly after sfhe cas. 
tilgatcd the Pres#id#ent, hol’ding that 
Dickens, always a poor punctuator 
“averaged one error of usage to’ every 
30 words?” and that Shaw “does some 
queer things with apostrophes.” On 
secoad thought, b&ore leaving the 
controsversy let’w t,ake a. look at tihe 
grammar of the President’s critic, Dr. 
Janret Aiken. In her letter of protest 
to Roosevelit she wrote: “Let’s you 
amI me get. Logether and have, a new 
deal in grammar.” It’s plain that 
“let’s you and me” doesn’t look quite 
right. What she meant was “let us! 
you and me,” in which case, “you and 
me” should have been ,set off by corn 
mas. As former dean of Yale’s gradu- 
ate xhool, Dr. Wilfbur L. Cram, now 
Governor of Connecticut, explained, 
“Let’s you and me” is “a peculiar 
construction. . . . I suppose YOU 
might call it, a sort of pleonasm.” A 
pleaonasm, 1,Et me explain, means 
“redund,ancy or fullness of language 
in speaking or writing.” Granting 
“Let’s you and me” is permisisible, 
it’s no, whit better than “like you and 
me.” So, havin,g had it out with both 
sides,, let’s you and me turn, finally 
and irrevocably.. to more pr,essing 
problems, and this t.ime I don’t mean 
maybe. 

Norman Thomas, leader of the So- 
cialist Party, has an article about 
liberals in lhe December, 1937, isue 
of The Comment&or, in which he 
gives what struck me, as a pretty 
good definition of a liberal. He packs 
it. into a short paragraph, from which 
I quote: 

“Liberal, like liberty, is derived 
from the Latin word for free. The 
true liberal is, or ought to be, the 
man whose mind is free. who re- 
spects himself and his neighbor, 
wlw believes LhL eovernment has 
something to do with reason, fair 
play, and the free discussion of is- 
sues. The true liberal neither fears 
ideas because they are new nor re- 
jects them because they are old. 
He is vitally concerned with the in- 
tegrity of the Bill of Rights, with 
the preservation and increase of 
what we call civil liberties, ‘the 
right to know, to utter, and to ar- 
gue freely according to conscience’ 
in Milton’s noble phrase. More spe- 
cifically, with the right to immunity 
from arbitrary arrest, to fair trial, 
to freedom of speech, the press, and 
of conscience; the right of associa- 
tion with one’s fellows in churches, 
unions, political parties, cooperative 
societies, and social organizations.” 
Norman Thomas’ picture of a lib- 

eral hits me in the right place. I 
hold that rad,icals, progressives and 
Craalhinkers should try to a@opt that 
brand of liberalism, bezau,se it’s an 
sttitude o’f mind, and a way of living, 
ihat. makes possible a decent civiliza- 
lion, if enough men’ and women were 
;o believe and apply sudh humanistic 
doctrines. Norman Thomas, who is a 
radical in that he would do away with 
Zapitalism and put in its, place So- 
:ialism, closes his article with a para- 
rraph in which he apnli.cg liberalism 
,o current life. He writes: 

“To me it seems clear that the 
principles of this liberalism, which 
is based on respect for equality of 
rights for ourselves and our felIows, 
can best be applied unsder the eco- 
nomic forms of a truly democratic 

* l p f  
Which snake is the most generally dis- 
tributed in the U.S.? 

The rattler. It’s found from Ver- 
mont to the Pacific, and in every 
Southern State. 

6 a+ + 
How many times does the word “and” 
ocrur in the Bible? 

46,271 times. 
+s 4+ & 

I have always looked on you as a radi- 
cal-one who seeks to go to the roots 
of social and intellectual problems. BJ 
this I don’t mean to infer that you are 
a Communist, for I know you’re no’t an 
upholder of dictatorships. You have al. 
ways made apparent to your readera 
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socialism. With that judgment 
many of you who read these lines 
will nul axree. Here. then. is IW 
challenge: iet us show our faith by 
our work, and each of us justify our 
respective claims to liberalism by 
our zeal in protecting and increasing 
those liberties which have been the 
inspiration of the most glorious 
chapters of the political history of 
our own country and of mankmd.” 
Usled that way, liberalism can never 

degenerat,e in? n;mbyipambyism. 

How widely are poisonous snakes dia. 
tributed in the U.S.? 

There are poisonous snakes in 
every State in the Union, with the 
possible exception of Maine. 

4 4 4 
I was in accord with your comments on 
Hollywood’s treatment of Mussolini3 
son. Herewith please find a differenl 
viewpoint, which is taken from The 
Hollywood Reporter, one of the indus. 
1ry’a lrade papers. 

The clipping, frolm Frank Pope’s 
“Trad’eview,” a column in The Holly- 
wood Reporter, follows: 

“The private opinions and beliefs 
held by picture-players are their 
own and no one has the right to say 
that they shall not hold such 
opinions. But when they make those 
opinions public, to the detriment 
of their own screen-value and there- 
fore to the detriment of the com- 
pany that employs them, that is 
something else again. In such cases, 
we believe, the industry has the 
right to object. 

“Ambulances, autographed by 100 
players and driven across the coun- 
trv on their way to Spain. are not 
likely to increase admiration for the 
signers in the minds of those in the 
opposite camp. Nor are public ad- 
vert.inements, denouncing Vittorio 

‘Mussolini, calling for a carload of 
medical supplies to be sent to Span- 
ish loyalists and signed ‘Motion Pic- 
ture Artists Committee,’ liable to 
help the grosses of Hollywood pic- 
tures in Fascist Italy or Nazi Ger- 
many.” 
The article, of course, doesn’t quesk 

tion the right of the owners OF the 
great movie companies to express 
thems’eives in favor of reaction, clori- 
calism, Fascislm, etc., through int.er- 
views, speeches, and even in the films. 
For many years we have had t.o fol- 
low the tory minded movie magnates 
in their deliberate use of the camera 
for propagandistic purposes. But 

when a group of socially minded ac- 
tors get together to denounlce a con- 
fessed mass-murderer, they are scold- 
ed for the “harm” they may do to 
Hollywood’5 profits in Nazi Germany 
and Fascist. Italy. Why a Hollywood 
stxr must surrender his conlstitution- 
al right to free speech just because 
he is employed by some movie com- 
pany isn’t quite clear to people who 
still believe it’5 no crime to give ex- 
pression to one’5 view5 on public 
quF&ians. 

So far as offendinlg Mussolini and 
Hitler is con’cerned, the b’ox-office 
argumenft isn’t very weighty becausle 
Hollywood isn’t permitted to take its 
profits out of Germany or Italy. I 
have seen, the report that Hollywood’5 
ye#arly profits in Italy (which, because 
of Fascislm’s’ stranglehold on the 
country’s economic life, must remain 
bhere) amounts to something like one- 
Imdr~ILh d 1 percent of the film 
industry’s invested capital. I can’t see 
why outraged stars can’t express 
themselves about Vitt,orio Mussolini 
lest his papa grow angry and deny 
them the few .remaJning “privijeges” 
t&e: still “enjoy” In that bemghted 

. I f  the box-office appeal sllould 
3e the only one to consider then even 
lerel the owners would be &$%ed in 
rett,ing out of the Fascislt countries 
mtirely, for, as I showed in my pre- 
rious ar&le, they have worked out a 
bystem of robbing American com- 
zanies on such a magnificent scale 
hat they .invariably ,ead up perilous- 
y  close to, if not in, the pot of red 
nk. 

The Hollywood stars who helped 
mxpose Vittorio gave voice to t.heir 
lonest convictions, and they should 
IP protected im that action, instead 
sf b,e,inlg criticized’. It’s really pleaa- 
.nt to see them take a stand on ques- 

lions of great public concern, instead 
If being the vapid, empty, artificial, 
stupid puppets the manager5 tried to 
nake them out to be during the. past 
25 years. It’s true that their paying 
for ambulances for the Spanish 
Loyalists will displease the Fascist 
)ubchers, but isn’t that all the more 
season for doing these humanitarian 
tcts of mercy? As I’ve, said many 
;imes in the past. Hollywood is &II 
;O grow to intellectual integrity. That 
;his criticislm is sound is slhown by 
;he way the bosses grow apoplectic 
v’hen some of their hired artist5 jump 
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the traces and do slomething that 
shows them to b,e) decent folk after 
all. The Motion Picture Artists Com- 
mittee drew up a reply to Frank 
Pope’s complaint. fro,m which I want 
to pa’ss on the followinig sentences: 

“The President of the United 
States was aware of the sentiment 
of the country when, in Chicago, on 
Octuber 5, (1937) he recommended 
a quarantine df aggressor nations. 
The A.F. of L. and the C.I.O., in 
convention, went on record as fa- 
voring a boycott of Japan. The na- 
tion is not concerned with the pos- 
sible loss of those markets. It is 
of more importance to the indus- 
try to maintain the goodwill of the 
people of the United States, than to 
court the favor of Herr Hitler or 
Signor Mussolini. 

“By making their sympathies for 
anti-Nazism, anti-Fascism, and oth- 
er antis, public, the stars are identi- 
fying themselves with the great 
mass of the American oeoole and 
the democratic peoples ‘throughout 
the world. We cannot believe that 
creative artists are injuring them- 
selves, or the industry in which 
they are a part, if they join with 
the President of the United States 
and all orgnnizerl lahnr in ‘active 
endeavors for peace.’ By their sin- 
cerity as human beings they are 
achieving greater respect and great- 
er popularity in 90 percent of the. 
world’s markets.” 

To return to Vittorio Mussolini, . whos’e ecstatic paen,s to the spirit of 
war caused the, controversy, let me 
quote a few more sentence5 from his 
150”page book, “Flying Over Ethio- 
pian Mountain Ranges,” which, so 
far as I know, is to be h’ad only In its 
Italian edition. According to the 
Rome correspondent of the United 
Pr,ess, 11 Uuce’s aviator son looks on 
war as an atiistic, esthetic experi- 
ence a “magnificent sport." “War,” 
he sings, “is the quinltessence of beau- 
ty.” Lookin,g on every moment of his 
seven months in Ethiopia as “fun,” 

‘and r.efusing to take any other view 
of his father’s mass-murder of a de- 
fenseless, helpless, innocent people, he 
presents himself as a pathological 
case. a #sadist, a victim of a terrible 
bloo&lust. 

In one, place, Vittorio describing a 
bombardment of Ethiopian Galla 
cavalry, writes: 

‘We arrived on them unobserved 
and immediately dropped our loads 

of explosives. . . . I remember that 
one group of horsemen gave me the 
impression of a budding rose as 
the bombs fell in their midst. It 
was exceptionally good fun.” 

Turning to the bombing of a vil- 
lage, Muslsolin,i’s son paints this pic- 
ture: 

“The bombing of Adowa failed to 
f&-e us any satisfaction. owin* to 
the fact that there were’only shall 
huts, which flattened out without 
raising smoke or flames as one 
could see in an American film.” 

Turning to the preface, the UP 
correspond’ent found that Vittorio’s 
purpos,e in writing the book was “to 
have Italian yout,h learn from a 
young man what it feels like to b.e 
fighting a war when only 20 years 
of age, and to be above war’s SOT- 
rows, se&g only its beauties.” 

This is the brute wh’o was exposed 
in the original statcmcmt insucd by 
the Motion Picture Atiist,s Commit- 
tee. This is the swine, in tie view of 
the ruling powers in Hollywood, who 
shouldn’t have been given the cold 
shoulder wh,ein he visite#d their studios. 
Decent folk everywhere will agree 
t,hat the artist,s who told Vittorio 
what they thought about his slava,gery 
were presenting a side that should 
be praised, not criticized. 

The Hollywood people keep harping on 
the immense sums they spend for pic- 
tures. We are given to unederstand that 
many pictures to cost at least $2,000,000 
are always in process. Are these figures 
straight? 

Most of trhe figures that come out 
of Hollywoo~d are ix&&d. It’s con- 
sidered .good showmanship tom gjive 
the impression that, one is about to 
6’0~ a $2,000,000 slupcr film. The fact 
is, pi’ctures that cost $2,000,000 are 
very rare indeed. Very few films pro- 
duced in any year cost that much. 
It’s a pretty safe rule to’ make a 
practice of cutting all Hollywood fig- 
ures in half. A source that, knows 
costs says a super-super. film usually 
costs around $850,000; the average 
“A” or fir,&-class film costs around 
$500,000; the average “IS” job, which 
is th’e mine-run of movie fare, costs 
around $200,000. 

Are there any valid objections to a 
third term for Roosevelt? I mean, of 
course, constitutional or real precedent. 

AS I’ve explained ~sevqrd M;mes; 
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there is nothing in the Const.itutiol 
to prevent President Roosevelt fron 
being e1ectf.d for a third term. Th 
Constitutiofi,al Convention never ex 
pres#sed itself against a third term 
or, for the matter, a fourth term 

We now come to the delicate. ques 
tion of precedent, on which rests thf 
objection to Roosevelt as a candidat< 
for a third term, should he decidl 
to run and be nominated. Much ir 
made of tihe fact that. George Wash 
in&on limited himself to two terms 
That’s true, of course, but, as aI 
editorial in The Ncttion puts it, “thl 
relevant pas,sage in his Farewell Ad 
dre.ss is not so much a warning 
against, a third term as an apology 
for nort continuing in office.” Wash 
ington wanted to r&urn to private 
life for personal reasons, mainly +ht 
desire to put his business matters ir 
better order. 

J. Fred Eslsary, in The Atlunt& 
Monthly, finds that “it actually fel: 
to Thomas Jefferson, the Democrat 
to speak with positiveness upon the 
questiion. He made it plain to the 
American people that he withdrew 
at the end of his eight years in of. 
fice as a mat,ter of principle. He told 
his countrymen that be firmly belie& 
that rotation in office was necessary; 
to overcome. a tempt&ion toward 
bureaucracy and despotism.” 

Mr. Es’sary, who is Washin,gton 
correspondent of The Baltimore Sun, 
then ad,mNits that “even Jefferson con- 
ceived an exception to the rule by 
which :he governed his own conduct.” 
Jefler~r~ z&l, iI1 1805, L‘Thert: is but 
one circumstance! which would engage 
my acquiescence in another eledion- 
to wit, such a division about a suc- 
ces,sor as m’ight ibring in a monanch- 
ist.” , 

The American people. might very 
well concludme that the threat of Fasc- 
ism is much more serious than the 
remote possibility of a royalist coup, 
and for that reason prefer to see 
Roosevelt conjtinue his progressive pol- 
icies for another four years. AM anti.. 
Fascists, all true believers1 in dem- 
ocratic republicanism, know that, SO 
long as Roosevelt is in the White 
House there’s not the slighte.st dan. 
ger of Fascism. I don’t mean to infer 
that Roosevelt is the country’s CtiIg 
anti-Fascist who is capable of serv- 
infg the CQP$~ ++s &‘e&ident, !YNI 

there’s no doubting the fajct that our 
Fascists-and weI have plenty of 
them-would care for nothing more 
than to see RoosNevelt eliminat.ed for 
all time. A change might be the sig- 
nal for acce.lerated action by our 
Fascists. I f  the American peo,ple 
want democracy continfued, if they 
wan’t to see Roosevelt’s pronressivism 
given more time in which to develop 
socially u&u1 policies, there’s no 
valid reason for as’sumincg tihat the 
fact he has already served eight 
years as President should disqualify 
him for another term. 

On December 16, 1937, the U.S. cir- 
cuit court of appeals voi,ded the con- 
viction in the Southern Texas Federal 
District court omf Norman Baker, official 
of station XENT of Neuvo Laredo, Mex- 
ico. It was found that the Federal Com- 
mu&ations Law did not apply when 
the defendant made a uhonoerraph record 
in the U.S. for transcription over a 
station in Mexico. The record would 
have to be used over a U.S. radio sta- * 
Lion to be subject to our federal law. 
l’he case grew out of the attempt to 
teep Norman Baker from using ra,dio 
Facilities to exploit his cancer “cure.” 
Baker is still withnut a Iirense to us4 
Iny U.S. radio station for cancer adver- 
:ising. 

Do you look on the late Arthur Brisbane 
1s a sincere man? 

Brisbane was sincere about only 
)ne thing-to make a lot of money. 
Money was his passion, his God, his 
ife. Money was the yardstick by 
which he measured success. As a 
vriter and thinker, Brisbane was the 
nosIt insincere man who ever served 
ourna&m, and that’s saying a whole 
art, for if there’s no profeslsion that’s 
oaded with iknrerity it.)s, journal- 
sm. 

To give my readers an illustration, 
et me quote from an article he wrote 
In March 12, 1916, in which he 
harged the moving pi’cture was 
‘based for its success on stupidity, 
.nd the lack of intellectual develop- 
nent of tihe human race.” I believe 
le actually was speaking what he 
Eally felt at the moment & wrote 
hose words. lht they created a 
.!orm of protest from the movie 
nagnates (w’bo were big advertisers 
n the Hearst press), so in lesls than 
I month (April 9) Brisbane wrote 
Ihe: motion picture was “one of the 
:reate%t mediums of all times for 
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educating and ‘developing the huma: 
mind.” There was no sincerity there 
He was plainly out to s’alve th 
wounded fee,lings of the film adver 
tisers. 

About 12 years ago, while in Chi 
cage, I foun’d it necessary to see th 
manager of The Chicago Herald 
Exuminer, one of HearsVs newspa 
pers. When we finished our confer 
ence, the manager mentioned tha 
Brisbane was in the building and tha 
he would be there for smome hours be 
fore taking a train for California 
where he was to meet his boss 
Hearst. He then led me to the grea 
Brisbane himself, and I spent at leas 
an hour wit?n him. 

During the first minute of our con, 
versation, B&bitoe drew Prum hi: 
pocket a welli worn’, penciled Litt,h 
Blue Book edaition of Oscar Wilde’! 
Ballad of Rea,ding Jail. “This mea 
poem!” he told me., “the greatest bal 
lad m the En,glrsh language, firs 
appeared in the Hearst press.” Hc 
then went on to compliment me fol 
issuing millionNs of copies of literan 
ma8sterpiecesX in paper backs at E 
price the man-in-the-street can afford 
to pay. 

At this point he was particular tc 
call my attention to the fact that. ht 
--as’ a “luver UC Rationalism”-hami 
issued Buckle’s’ great historical work 
in a popular edition priced at only 
$1 per COPY, “in order to help liberate 
the minds of the masses.” I think he 
mentioned this experiment in, popular 
education8 cost him $10,000. He then 
talked about other Little I31ue Cooke 
he had read and even suggested ide,as, 
several of which I thought really 
good enough to act on, which I did. 

Toward the clos’e of our talk Bris- 
bane promised he would write a piece 
about me. in hiss daily column, I don’t 
remember just how long I had to 
wait. but roughly I’d say about a 
week later I read a paragraph in his 
column, in which Brisbane bewailed 
the fact that no publisher in the 
Uaited States had ever seen the value 
of issuing sound literature in cheap 
format at a nickel per co,py and hoped 
to see the day when some benefactor 
would take. up the idea and act on it. 
I happen to know that he received 
letters from readers tellmg him 
there was, such a man at work in this 
country. Those lett+er-writers didn’t 

know that Brisban,e already kne,w 
this, nor dmid they know he had nrom- 
ised me personally that he would give 
me an unsolicited bo’ost before his mil- 
lions of followers. How can one ex- 
plain such conduct, except to say that 
the, man was insincere to the core? 

Of course, I didn’t, mind being left 
out of his column. What burned me 
up was the wa#y the “great” publicist 
could write hims,elf down-to one 
knowing perslon, at least-as a liar 
and a cad. 

Brisbmanle inheaited a8 good brain 
from his father, a man’ who was a 
real character, a social reformer, and 
a person of integrity. But the young- 
er Brisbane threw over his inheri- 
t,ance and turned his mind into a 
hrntlhel. He wa.s journalism’s great- 
est prostitute. B’ut Brisbane never 
sold h,imself at bargain1 rates, He al- 
ways got Wg mon’ey for his whoring. 
He was such a wonderful hustler that 
the “madame” (Hearst) paid him 
$25?,000 a year, and figured he was 
rettmg more. than his money’s worth 
from his star wench. 

Have you ever made a survey of the 
Freakish sandwiches Amcrioons are ad- 
$icted to? 

American sandwiching (I hope I 
lit on the right word there) leaves 
ne bewilder-e& As I never eat the 
rood ones. let alone the screwy ones 
-except, for hot do’gs, and hamburg- 
tr.+-I can’t li(sit the freakish ones’, of 
which there must be thousands. Ye 
3andwiche Shoppes alone must be 
ible to account for at least 952 dif- 
‘rrent kindIs t&L inclu& marsh- 
nallowsl in one form or another, 
nainly cooked, fried, ro’ast,ed, baked 
;r&tiayickled. My wife, who *acts. as 

secretary of my Interior, 
loesn’t permit su’ch conco,ct,ions Ito 
lass my sensitive tonsils. 

The New York Daily News sent 
Nut Jimmy Jemail, its, Inquiring 
‘hotorrrapher, to ask restaurant peo- 
lie. “What was the most unusual 
landwich preparation you were ever 
sked to prepare P Here are a few 
f  the anSswersl: 

A ham, smnked salmon, and cream 
cheese sandwich. A sandwich of 
tuna fish and sliced egg, the whole 
sandwich covered with whipped 
cream. A combination sandwich 
ma,de of anchovies, cranberry jelly, 
and whipped cream, on raisin nut 
bread toasted. A tomato, herring, 
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cottage cheese, and peanut butter 
sandwich. A sandwich of roast beef 
and Bismarck herring, smothered in 
sour cream. 
NOW I begin to understand why 

Americans co~mxrrne more constipatior 
pills per capita than any people ir 
the world. Just a look at the average 
freakish sandwich i,s enough to throw 
one into t,he clutches of costiveness 
I’m reminded of that wonderful five. 
decker hamburger sandwich which 
Ililly Gilbert made for Sonja Henif 
and Don Ameche, in their receni 
movie, “Happy Landing.” That wa: 
a ma,sterpiece, though the brief c1o~s.e 
up didn’t give me a chan,ce to identi. 
f y  all its vast ingredients.. Thl 
candle which surmounted it was thal 
ineffable artistic touch one hears SC 
much about. And, while I’m at it, 
that little scene-in which Billy Gil- 
bert tried heroically to make his cus- 
tomers take pot roast ins~tead UP h,am- 
burgers-is another hilarious triumph 
for this ever-prig co?edian. 

Is there any sound reasin why cousins 
shouldn’t marry? 

The prejudi’ce against. the marriage 
of first cousins is found mostly ont- 
side slcientific circles, As Hygeia, 
published by tha American Medical 
Association, says, “If two hefalthy 
cousins of sound ancestry want Lo 
marry, there is no good reason why 
society shohld forbid them to do so.” 
It happens that my own father and 
mother were first cousins, and as they 
had sound physiques they gave me a 
good, healthy body-and as for the 
kind of brain thely passed on Lo me, 
modestly compels me to let my read- 
ers decide this question. for them- 
selves. 

4 4 4 
Did Robert G. Ingersoll ever lecture at 
McCauley’s Theater, in Louisville. KY? 
If so, give date, .subject, attenhanee, 
and how received by the people. 

The Bowling Green., KY., reader 
who asked the above IS going to be 
dioappointcd? for I don’t intend t.o 
make theI ahghtest effort to find out 
what the great Agrrostic and Free- 
thinker di,d in Louisville. I knaw- 
and most of my readers are familiar 
with the samte facts-that Ingers,oll 
was a great lecturer, he attracted 
thousands to ieiach meeting, and he 
cleared the cob-welba of superstition 
from millions of brain’s. That’s all I 
know about the lecturer’s platform 

ability, and I believe most informed 
readers are willin= to have their 
knowledge held witGin -the same lim- 
its. In fact., I almost hold to the 
#opinion that even my Bowling 
Green r’eader doesn’t give much of a 
damn which Louisville theater In- 
gersoll spoke in, the date! or the 
attmidanca. A. for the subJect mat- 
ter, it was probably one of his fa- 
mous’ Freethought lectures all of 
wh.ich a,re lsitill availablle in pr’inrt, 
some in Little Blue, Book form. I’m 
giving this much space to my Bowl- 
ing Gre’en reader’s inquiry to show 
my o.ther readera how I must select 
subjects1 that will command a reason- 
able amount of getieral inteqe,st. Get- 
tin#g something like 500 questions a 
mont.h, and limiting mys8elf to a little 
over a hundred in each issue, I’m 
bound to disappoint-and even offend 
-more reade,rs than I satisfy. That’s 
one of the tough a’spects ob handlling 
this job. I enjoy every bit of the 
task of finding answers to questions 
of general interest, but the fact that 
many readers le,och month find them.. 
selves left out sometimes drives me to 
a two-‘finger slug of Canadian Club 
in order to forget the a,ppalling hurt 
I cause those gentle souls who go to 
great, pains) to #ask questions that 
don’t interest nnynne, let alone the 
letter-writer. I grant you right off 
that some of the questions that barge 
their way int,o these columns sho’uld 
have b,een left out-but that knowl- 
?d.ge too often comes to me after I 
;ee the cussed thing in print, when 
:t.‘s too late to do anvt,hing about it. 
Hany readers who ask questions that 
aren’t answered don’t get mad at all 
snd don’t order their sub’scriptions 
;toppcd, but some do, and that, adds 
:o the misery of my life, for nothing 
listurbs me more than a sharp, con- 
:lus’ive, imperious note telling me t0 
stick The Freeman up my sooty stove- 
lipe. AnId while I’m discussing unan- 
iwered questions, let me pass anoth- 
w one on fo my patient re8adera. This 
s from a young fellow who wants me 
;o outlin,e his life’s, program for 
bornething like another 45 years, He 
Us’ his trouble up to me in th’ese 
vordls : “Plea:se help me solve the big 
xoblem of my life. I’m to be dis- 
charged from a CClC camp in 60 days 
tnd want to kn,ow what I’m to do 
mtil I’m ready for Social Security.” 
phat’s a pnetiy hard question to an- 
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sw,es, so I had to disappoint another 
custom’er. And’ while I’m on this susb- 
ject of unanswered questions, let me 
mention the unblinkable fact that 
those readers who sent the us’ual fee 
for a piersonal replv were handled 
handsomely durinlg December, 1937, 
in which time I received 102 questions 
an’d answered all of them except one, 
my sin,gle failure rece,iving a refund 
in the form of trade coupons. It 
seems that when a questioner puts a 
dollar on hia query he tries ti pitch 
one that goes’ right over the plate. 
But, wh,e#n he knows he can have his 
question answered free in the column8s 
of this organ of piety and righteous- 
ness, he busts loose any which way. 

Will YOU comment on the frequently 
heard argument that individual initia- 
tive, enterprise and invention will dis- 
appear under Socialism. 

I have written on this theme BY- 
era1 times1 in recemt years, but some 
new dat,a makes me want to take it 
up again. The Soviet Union, with its 
socialized industries and collectivized 
agriculture, is building a ,Sociali& 
society, and if there’s any validity to 
the amggcstion that inventive genius 
can’t flourish under such a regime, 
what is happening in Russia would 
have to square with that conclusion. 

In the days before the Rustsian Rev- 
olution the argument about initiative 
under Socialism bore a certain degree 
of plaus~ibilitp, because the world was 
still to see a country run along so- 
cialistic princimpl,e,s, especially that 
part of it which has to do witih the 
production of wealth. We find that 
the position of the sjcientist is strong- 
er in the Soviet Union than ever in 
t,he history of that conntrg. Today, 
according to a report issued during 
bhhe celebration of the 20th anniveb- 
sary of the Revolution, there are 40,- 
000 scientists employed in the various 
laboratories, research ,organizations, 
et#c. The Soviet U&on’s Academy of 
Science rnn4-7nct.s Rl lahnratnries, 
which are staffed by 2,179 scientists. 
Medical institutes, health establish- 
ments, and the like, have 300 re- 
tiiear& departments, with 10,000 sci- 
entis& at work. The large-scale in- 
dustries have 2,000 laboratories, but 
I have no figures giving the numbeT 
of scientists employed in them. The 
Soviet Union’s agricultural scientists 
have done, and are doing, research 

work of the highest importance, with 
a80hipnrementn that have won p&se 
throughout the world of science. 

Socialis’t leaders, since the days of 
Marx and Engells, have had the 
healthiest respect for scienoe. Lenin 
was of this tradition> and Stalin’s re- 
gard for scientific workers is known 
to fGK?l-y informed person. These 
thousandIs of scientists1 are working 
tirelessly in Ru,ssian industries, hos- 

pitals, collectivized farms, etc., t,o 
build the resources of society, not to 
win dividends for themselves. They 
are well paid for their efforts’, but 
the impulse isn’t capitalistic profit 
but ssocial production and distribution. 

Under Capitalism, by the way, only 
an insignificant number of slcientists 
profit by their inventions. Most of the 
gain usually goes to private corpora- 
tion,s. The profit motive works under 
Capitalism-but, usually to the bane 
fit of the, Capitalists, rather than the 
inventors an,d scientists. On the oth- 
er hand, I have, in recent articles, 
shown the “dividends” t%at science 
has paid ,societ.y in the Soviet Union. 
Give most scientists a good labolra- 
tory, plenty of equipment, and t&e 
other facilities of organized research 
-plus a dece,nt standard of living- 
and they’ll work their heads off, be- 
cause science is moved by t.he quesl 
for truth more. than the hunger for 
dividends. 

Another important polint t’o bear in 
mind is that ,sci’entific’ research i#s no 
longer an individual enterprise, as it 
was in the daya before Capitalism be- 
cam,e a powerful medium for @he pro- 
duction of goods. In the, early days, 
a single scientist li’ke Jameis Watt 
would spend years working on his 
steam engine. But all this gradually 
changed as Capitalism became more 
complex. Even during the later days 
of Edison’s life his res#e,arch consti- 
tuted the combined efforts of hun- 
dreds of chemists, physlicisNts. en- 
gincwrsc, s+nd t.h.+ like. Tnday, t/he in- 
dividual scientist ha,sw’t much to’ do. 
He must, under new conditions, work 
in cooperation with hundreds, per- 
haps thousamds, of olher men and 
women. For example, today we have 
litera~lly thons,ands of men throughout 
the civilized world, hard at work on 
problems connected with the advance 
of television, a s&ntific enigma that 
is still to be conquered, though great 
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progress has been made. Hardly a 
month passes without scientists in 
New Yo’rk City, Moscow, Londo?, 
Paris, and other great centers of SCI- 
entific research, announ,cing new 
steps in their attempts to develop 
television. First-rate scientists are 
working on various phases of Wis 
problem. Thoy oxchange ideas; ear- 
rect one1 another-and progress is 
made. But who will be able to say, 
when televis’ion becomes a public fa- 
cility, t,hat Mr. 8So-and-Yo invented 
television? The credit will have to 
go to organized scientislts who spent 
years of cooperative labor in dozes 
of large laboratories. 

The lessson, it seems to me, is clear. 
Invention has lost its old individual- 
ism and has [become a matter of or- 
ganized teamwork. Take group effort,s 
out of modern res’earch and you 
would set iba’& wience n hundred 
years. Let me give another illustra- 
tion. The Soviet Union’s scientists 
who are doing such wonderful work 
in the Arctic, unde,r Professor Otto 
Sch)midt, are coo,perating, not going 
out on each individual’s own. Alone 
a scientislt in the frozen North would 
get nowhere. By cooperating, we find 
that slcience in Northern Siberia is 
,gett;ing slomewhere, what with the 
devalupmw~L 01 new oil and, ore fields, 
the work with new plants to find a 
subsltitute for rutbber, and, in scores 
of other spheres of endeavor. The 
hundreds of scientists in the RUS- 
sian Arctic aTe poolinlg their efforts 
-and getting magnificent results. 
Even We great physiologist, Pavlov, 
wouldn’t have gone very far in his 
sjtudies of conditioned reflexes, if he 
hadn’t been given a crew of some 60 
young men and women who were sent 
to him to learn what he knew and to 
help him find out more of nature’s 
secrets. 

The Dosition of s#cience in a So- 
cialist State was, expressed by V. M. 
Molitov, chairman of the Council of 
People’s Commissars, in the follow- 
ing way: 

“The distinguishing feature of 
the Soviet order flnds its exures- 
sion in a close alliance. . - 
betw&‘labor and science; and the 
toiling masses, free of the rule of 
rich parasites, see a bright future 
for themselves in the growth of the 
culture of the peoples of all na- 
tioaalitiea and raeeg in the develop- 
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ment of Soviet and world science.” 
Individualisk$ s;ieny is dead. 

Recently I suggestedC to *, workingman’s 
wife (who already was caring for four 
children) that she should practice birth 
control, to which she replied that her 
religious scruples wouldn’t permit such 
behavior. Please comment. 

Dr. Rachelle 8. Yarros, in her valm 
uable book, “Sex Probkms in Modern 

” touches on this argument 
iy’$%ing from H. G Wells who 
“pointed out that there-is absdlutely 
nothing in the Bible, nor in th,e car- ’ 
dinal teachinsgs of any church, IIO~ 

excepting the Roman Catholic, to pre- 
clude) fervent advocacy of birth con- 
t,rol bv the most devout Christians.” 
Dr. Y”arros, cintinues : *. 

“Profound students of religion 
assure me that Mr. Wells’s asser- 
tion is thoroughly well-grounded.” 
Of course, the Bible tells its, be- 

evers to have chlildren, but even 
,on-believers have done1 more than 
heir shsare of replenishing the earth 
rith new millions of humans, jsin- 
ng with the believers in begetting SO 
nthusiastically that, the1 race has 
‘rown from perhaps 400,000,000 (or 
ven l’ess) in Bible times,, to more 
han 2,000,000,000 tod#ay. While the 
!ible warns the faithful to become 
xcellent beg&hers, it doesn’t say in 
o many words that people shall not. 
pace the arrival of babies. 

, 

The dovoutly religious then fall 
#aelk on the good, old word “immoral- 
by,” which is, supposted to put down 
birth control as something vicious’. 
Iere Dr. Yarros comments: 

“Aa to the alleged immorality of 
birth control, obviously the position 
one adopts depends upon his defini- 
tion of morality. If it be moral to 
increase and multiply recklessly, 
regardless of poverty, unemploy- 
ment, ill health, lack of educational 
opportunity, then birth control ,is 
indeed immoral. If it be moral to 
seek rational happideas for one’s 
family, and even for oneself, nnd to 
maintain decent stardards of life, 
then birth control is profoundly 
moral. I cannot accept any criterion 
of murality that does not frankly 
accept human happiness as its objec- 
tive and justification. To talk of 
patriotically bringing children into 
the world for the sake of the mili- 
tnat State or the army and navy, 
or the glory of the empire, is, in 
my judgment and in the light of my 

!  t ” 
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professional experience, to talk ar- 
rant nonsense and to make oneself 
ridiculous in the eyes of all intelli- 
gent and humane people.” 

4 4 4 
Please comment on Aberhart’s decision 
to continue ruling Alberta because he 
has a divine mandate. 

According to a United Press st,ory, 
Prime Minister William Aberhart, of 
Alberta, Canada, said: “I had no am.. 
bition at an#y time to be premiecr, but 
I believe God wants me to occupy 
my pressent position and 1 shall not 
be moved by an’y obher consideration,” 
That makes1 anyone oppose’d to Aber- 
hart’s) premiership, or his pretty 
scheme to get votes by promising 
every inhabitant a mon’thly pension 
of $25, an enemy of God and right- 
eousnessl. Maybe Aberhart, who has 
sDent most of his life as a Bible- 
thumping evangelist an#d Funda- 
m~rntalis~t. has found th’e answer to 
democracv at last. Aberhart is to be 
the sole judge of God’s mandate. What 
are we to expect when some other 
man, of God d’ecides that he, and not 
Aherhart, is to take on the big PO- 
litical iob? Would that be treason or 
he.resy ? 

gogy to’ seize control of government. 
“In the United States this camp 

is headed by the dominant leader- 
ship of one of the major political 
parties, with its allies of the Lib- 
erty League, Hearst, Black Legion, 
Ku Klux Klan, Coughlin and others. 

“Fascism, if established in Ameri- 
ca, and that is not a remote possi- 
hility. will with one sweet reduce 
us to our former position of servi- 
tude. It will cancel with one stroke 
all of our so-called constitutional 
rights: it will remove from US the 
political means by which we are 
now slowly liberating ourselves from 
the yoke of economic slavery; it will 
declare our rights to suffrage null 
and void, and reduce us to so low 
a state of poverty and destitution 
that death would be a welcome re- 
licf. Failing to starve UB to death, 
it may persecute and force all of us 
out of the counstry, like the Jews in 
Germany. 

“Let us decide now beforc it is 
too late under what banner we in- 
ten,d to fight the American Hitler 
when he reveals himself to the peo- 
ple. 

4 4 4 
I arree with you that minority groups 
will suffer terribly if Fascism were to 
bc rstablishrd in the U.S. Rut, since 
there are almost three times as many 
Negroes as Jews in this country, it 
seems to me the Negroes will be made 
to take the worst blows. Mark you, 
olease don’t pet the impresGon T’m’try- 
ing to get you to soften your blows. I 
make bold to say that even if the Ne- 
Kn3ey were the OlllV OneR to suffer 
from Fascism I’d still be acrainst it as 
firmly as I am now. What I’m wondering 
is this: Do the Negroes realize their 
inserure posltlon? Or, arc they placld- 
ly closinp their eyes to the menacing 
possib;lities? 

“We should now join those lib- 
eral forces upon which depends our 
future salvation and which are com- 
mitted to the defense of all oppress- 
ed minority groups. Prepare ye 
now, for the day of Fascism is near 
at hand.” 

4 4 4, 
Yan you give me some of the highlights 
)f the situation faced by Holland in the 
Iresent state of internati’onal affairs? 

Intelll~ent members of the Negro 
race realize what Fas#cism will mean 
Co onr Negro brothers. The November 
27, 1937, issue of The Chioapo Defend- 
W. o’ne uf 111e must iIlfluenlia1 and 
widelv read Negro newspapers in the 
countrv. contain’cd a valuable editorial 
OF thi- ton;?. from which I select the 
fol!owin,n: stirrine: sentences: 

“In cverv ranitalkt rountrv Fasc- 
iprn is mobilizing its forces, backed 
anrl insdr4 hv the monoao1ist.s of 
financr raoital. who, where not al- 
ready in uowcr, are preparing with 
all energy, ruthlessness and dema- 

The Dutch people are in a bad spot, 
10 matter how you look at them, and 
:hey know just how difficult their 
,roblems afre. This wonderful, enea- 
retie, highly civilized, steady, decent, 
brifty, fair-minded, commercial, 
)eacnfnl people .yw t.ronhle nhmd, nncl 
;hey’re doing their best to prepare 
ror eventualities. Though their coun- 
;ry in Europe is small, thley are rioh 
n ‘great colonies, which they manNage 
rith exemplary efficiency and fair- 
ess. The Dutch East Indies, which 
YP prank RO~~P~‘S. nf nil, RVF? diresctly 
n the path of Japan’s elxnansion8ist 
ro,gram, with Germany egging on the 
apanese so that Hitler might be able 
o share in the spoils. especially in 
he oil supplies so badly needed by 
hn Japanese and German war ma- 
hines. Down theTe, Hollan,d is doing 
;s best to fortify st8rate& places and 
dd to its fleet, but if the Fascist 
Nowers decide to swallow Holland’s 



E. Haldeman-Julius 41 ’ 

colonies there isn’t much to be d’one 
in thme way of resistance, for it’s gen- 
erally realized t-hat little help may be 
expected from the British fleet, es- 
pecially since the British s~e:m so re- 
luctant about defending their own 
men,aced interests in the Mediiterran- 
ean and the Far East. 

In Europe, IIolland’s~ position is 
hardly any bet#ter, though it’s recog- 
nized by its prospective enemy, Ger- 
many, th’at any attempt to strike at 
France or England through the 
Neth’erlands will be resisted bv the 
united Dutch pelople. Theirarmy is 
small. when comaared t.o Hitler’s, 
but it is s’trong, thoroughly mecha- 
nized, and well munitioned. Holland 
won’t be’ able to stand off the Nazis 
indefinitecly, but there’s hardly any 
doubt about its abilits to make the 
mice of its defeat prett”y steep. During 
the World War, the Gcrm~ans were 
temnted several times to go through 
Holland as well as Belgium in their 
camaaigrm against France, but hesi- 
tated when it was relalized that the 
Hollanders wanted to remain neutral 
but were willing to fight if invaded. 
Hitler todav is able to whio Holland. 
of course, but he knows-or at least 
his General Staff know-that it 
won’t be just a parade. 

Holland wants clea~perately to be 
protescted a,s a neutral in, the war she 
sees coming. But. she doesn’t blind 
herslelf to the situation’s discourag- 
insg facts,. The British are friendly 50 
the Dutch, but thev can’t be relied on 
to rush to the rescue once the Ger- 
man war forces decide to take over 
and march through thelir splendid lit- 
tle country. I f  attacked. the Dutch 
will have to do most of their own 
fightin~g-at least during the first 
stages&o they are methodically go- 

ing about the immense tasks of pre- 
paredness. 

If  Germany fights England, there’s 
lit& doubt that Hitler will want to 
send his bombers over IIolland, for 
therein is the straight line to London. 
It seems certain that Hitler would njot 
only i&st on violatinpg Holland’s air- 
lanes, but would demand the right 
to use’ its airports as baseIs for flijghts 
to England. 

All shades of opinion, in democratic 
Holland-from conservatives to Com- 
munists-are of one m,ind. They co- 
operate whaleheartedly with the gov- 

ernment in its struggle to prepare to 
rasist German aggrewion once a war 
beginIs and Hitlelr’s men are ordered 
to violate Holland’s neutrality. This 
complete unity gives the Hitlerites 
something to think about. They know 
the Dutch wo’n’t be bluffed or intimi- 
dated. 

The Nazis have &tan&& to fur- 
ther their propaganda &in Holland, 
but with no s~uccess. The Dutch are 
d’eaf to the ideology of the Nazis and 
refus#e to give! them moral or ma- 
terial assis#tance. All they ask of 
Germany is to be let alon’e. They 
don’t want to move a finger to hurt 
Germany, if only Hitler will keep his 
hands off, which t.hey realize is doubt- 
ful, But the Dutch will fight like de- 
mons, if provoked. 

’ 

One of the du Pants complains that his 
State (Delaware) is being treated un- 
fairlv because it uavs out more in Fed- 
eral- taxes than ‘it- receives from the 
Government in relief and recovery. 
Please comment. 

Pierre S. du Pont draws. his infer- 
ence from the fact that during the 
five years ending 1937 his e,mall State 
of Delaware paid $160,267,000 in 
Federal taxels and received in return J 
“onlv” $28.400.000 in Federal funds 
~,rr&Jie!?, &m&ency purposes, public 

, ertc. The argument looks 
plausi~ble at first sight,-but the facts 
soon demonstrate that it’s fallacious. 
Fir,& of all, the money paid by Dela- 
ware in Federal taxes wasn’t all made 
in the State. Most of it came from 
the rest of the country. hwausc of 
Delaware’s policy of giving large 
corporations ch’arters that provide 
privileges not obtainable elsewhere. 
The du PoaLs, Lhrowgh Lheir long con- 
trol of the StateI. themselves were. in 
great measlure, ‘responsible for ‘the 
legi8slation that enables corporations 
to-rent desk-space somewhere in Dela- 
ware, call the! State its “headquar- 
ters,” and thereby receive in return 
almost lin3.les.s powers throughout 
the other 47 States. By enabling so 
manv immenste cornorations t.0 e,scane 
their just respon&ibilities in other 
States ‘Delaware has, in no little de- 
gree, caused abuses to arise that re- 
sulted in economic distress in the 
country in general. It should be made 
to pay for this, and the best medium 
for such a reform is the Federal gov- 
ernment ; in fact, it’@ the only one, 
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Delaware has been treated generous- 
ly by the Federal government, ~vcn 
though the State has been unfair to 
the taxing authorities elsEwhere. The 
du Ponts~ should be the last persons 
to complain about a situation which 
their greed helped establish. ’ 

*- $4 l > 
What’s your opinion of the new Nazi 
policy which insists that Germans in 
the U.S., even though they become 
American citizens, must continue their 
loyalty to Germanv? 

Sumch hyphenated Americans will be 
untrue to their oath,s to’ support, the 
Consjtitution and Am,erican d,emocratic 
institutions:. It’s impossible for a Ger- 
man to become a real American citi- 
zen and at the same time pledge al- 
legiance to a dictator who is the 
sworn enemy of freedom, republican- 
ism, d8emocracy, free speech, civil 
rights, free presls, and the other civil- 
iacd blc&ng,s of a progressive nation. 

Our citizenIs of German extraction 
must d’ecide whetiher they are to be 
Americans’ or Nazis. The’y can’t be 
b‘oth. Hyphenates are only 50-50 
Americans. They can’t deNposit their 
bodies here and leave their minds, 
thasir oonocicncco, their ethics, and 
their sense of decency in Germany for 
th’el Nazis, to misuse for their vile 
ends. They can’t be true Americans 
if they loo’k on this co,un,try merely 
as a feeding-place, a station where 
money may b’e made, while they give 
moral and mjaterial support to a for- 
eign government that’s opposed to 
every standard of traditional Ameri- 
canism. 

The American melting-pot is a good 
receptacle fo’r all hyphens. That’s 
what th’e melting-pot is for. 

America n~ceds the lessons of true 
German culture--the liberal, human- 
is’tic culture whi’ch Hitler destroyed- 
but it can only szlffur if citizdsns who 
are German subjects at heart use their 
bles’sed freedom to import the vicious 
ideas’ that are advanced by Fascists. 
America welcomea Ned citizcmo who 
sincerely hope for what Samuel 
Adams described as “freedom of 
thought and the right. of private 
judgment in matters, of conscience,” 
but it must act stcrrnly with those 
who would dcstrov freedom’s asylum. 

We accepted w&h open arms men 
like Dr. Albert Einsltein-one of Nazi 
Germany’s most, diskinguishsed exiles 
=-and his presenqq has been @n ill- 

spiration to all true American#s, for 
ho has conkinncd his Icrciontific TN- 
gea#rch (to the benefit of all hum’anity) 
sn,d used his tongue to voice the lofty 
ideals elf Amen-ican democratic free- 
dom. In his New Year Greeting to 
the Amelrican people, in 1931, Dr. 
Einstein uttered these uplifting 
words : 

“I feel that you are justified in 
looking into the future with true 
assurance, because you have a mode 
of Hvlng In which we flnd the joy of 
work harmoniously combined. Add- 
ed to this is the spirit of ambition 
which pervades your very being, 
and seems to make the day’s work 
like a happy child at play.” 

There speaks a real American, 
though he has been in this country 
mly a few years; the kind of Ameri- 
:an who will naeve’r make] a move to 
lestroy the political and so’cial mon- 
uments which the founding fathers 
erected at, the cost of so much blood 
and tears. Despotism can’t tolerate a 
Dr. Einstein, but America is the 
richer for taking him into its arms. 
An Einstein can repeat. every word of 
‘The American Creed” with fervosr 
2nd sincerity, becaus#e he accepts it 
wholeheartedly, which mean#s he has 
lecome a real American citizen. All 
2~rman.s who would stand with Ein- 
stein should do the same, if they 
want to be citizens of this country, 
nstead of mere residents. The creed, 
If  which I have jast written, is by 
William Tyler Page, ,and was accept- 
:d by the House of Representatives, 
April 3, 1918, on behalf of the people 
>f the U.,S It readis: 

“I believe in the United States of 
America as a government of the 
people, by the people, for the peo- 
ple: whose just powers are derived 
from the consent of the governed: 
a ,democracy in a republic; a sov- 
ereign state; a perfect union, one 
,and inseparable; established upon 
those principles of freedom, equal- 
ity, justice and humanity for which 
American patriots sacriiiced their 
lives and fortunes. I therefiore be- 
lieve it is my duty to my country to 
love it, to support its constitution, 
to obey its laws, to respect its flag, 
and to defend it against all en- 
emies.” 

A true American says with Walt 
Whitman: “0 America because you 
mild for mankind I buil& for you.” 

And let us claw with the words of 
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Thomas Paine, who, in 1’7’76, wrote, in 
The Crisis: 

“We fight not to enslave, but to 
set a country free, and to make 
room upon the earth for honest 
men to live in.” 

* + * 
I am enclosing a clipping from The 
Literary Digest, which warrants eom- 
ment. It says religion is creeping back 
in Russia because the Militant Godless 
have dwindled 60 2,000,OOO from 5,000,. 
000. 

The League of the Militant Godless 
has done its work too well to suit. the 
orthodox. This body, dedicated as it 
i,s to fighting religious superstitions, 
is purely negative-it exposes1 and op- 
poses religion. As the positive enemy, 
religion, decliaes, the reasons for 
militant opposition wane. As a result, 
there is less need foa the more obvious 
forms of anti-religious propaganda. 
Where The Literary Digest makes its 
misitake is in assumhg that because 
the anti-religious body has seen its 
membership decline the followers of 
religious bodies must be increasing. 
There’s no evidence to support such 
an inference. The Soviet Union’s 
170,000,000 people have full reldgious 
freedom, and yet only groups from the 
old men and women of the country 
still respond to the mumbo-jumbo of 
the orthodox priests. The whole coun- 
try is saturated with anti-theistic 
i&as, and, judging by the way the 
government, the educational institu- 
tions, the social organizations and 
the political institut.ions of the coun- 
try follow materialistic lines of 
thinking, religion wil1 suffer even 
further retreats as the elderrly peo- 
ple pass out of the picture. After all, 
the Soviet Union has had only 20 
years since the revolution against 
Czarism and entrenched clan-icalism. 
It takes a long time to educate the 
people away from a religious idesology 
that ha,s had unquailfied and unop- 
posed support for many centuries. 
The amJazin,g thing about the posi 
tion of Atheism in the Soviet Union 
is its tremendlous power after only so 
short a period of education. The work 
of scientilfic progres#s goes steadily 
forward, and that means religion 
must move into the twilight zon,e. 
Religious notions can’t thrive in the 
bright light of rationalistic thinking. 
At that! even if th.e Sovi’et Union were 
to continue for centuries ita present 

realistic po’licies there would, most 
likely, still he a small minority of 
mental cripples who would still insist 
they needed the “comforts” of relig- 
ion, in the same way that a physical 
cripple needs his crutches. False ideas 
die hard. They’re like seeds-hard 
to kill. But the religious olbscurant- 
ists know full well that the Soviet 
Union’s scientific education be’speaks 
a dark future for priestcraft. Where 
only a few years ago it ruled the 
rrlirlids Ur wqll Over a hundred million 
Russians, today it gasps, for the 
breath of life, unhonored, unsupport- 
ed, and disbelieved by the growing 
gen’eration. The time ~$11 come when 
at,hei&ic propaganda will cease al- 
most e\ntirely in Russia-not because 
religion and its notion,5 will have been 
jusmtified and subskantiated but be- 
cause the urgent reason,s for its pro- 
gram of religtious controversy will 
have bee’n lessen& by the growing 
weakness of the medieval-minded cler- 
icals. Only a reactionary force llike 
Fascism or a ret,urn to capitalistic 
Czarism could reestablish r&gion in 
Russia to the position it enjoyed only 
two short decades ago. And such a 
return to the Dark Ages is moist un- 
likely. which means that the future 
of Materialism is bright while the 
future of supe,rnaturalism ia without 
promise; The Soviet Union has shown 
the world that the masses can th,ink 
in terms of reality, without bowing to 
the forces of ,superstition, and cultural 
backwardness. The masses are 
ma#rching in the direction of science, 
and, mrh step forwarrl ~PR~R t.wo 
steps ba’ckward for the church. 

4+ * +s 
Rombert Montgomery, in a movie, pro- 
nounced the word “wastrrl” in thir, way: 
wahsdtrel, with the accent on the first 
syllable. It didn’t sound right. 

Mr. Montgomery, of course, was in 
erro’r. The co’rrect way is way&-rel, 
with the first syllable accented. The 
a is sounded a,s in a#le. 

a+ +* * 
The Jesuit writer, Monsignor Fulton 3. 
Sheen, in a speech in Boston, said: 
“The Spanish Communist party is issu- 
ing permits to its members by which 
each has the privilege of raping 20 
women.” Is this true? 

I haven’t seen the report, so I’m un- 
able to say if my co’rrespondent quoted 
the Jesuit journalist accurately. I f  I 
he eaid it, he should be made to prove 
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his absurd, cruel charge. It &an& tc 
reason that if s8uch permits WFTP is,. 
sued,. the Fascist-Cathollics would hav! 
had one reproduced long ago for use 
again,st the Communists~. No such 
document has ever been printed be- 
cause none, exists. 

4 4 4 
Can you tell me how many cases 01 
iWeSt are described in t’he Bible? 

Incest is described 19 times, of 
eight differenut kinds. Charles Francis 
P&or identifies them, as followa: 

1. Lot with his elder daughter, 
Genesis 19:33. 

2. Lot with his younger daughter, 
Genesis 19:36. 

3. Abraham with his half-sister, 
Genesis 20:12. 

4. Nahor with his niece, Genesis 
11:27, 23. 

5. Reuben with his father’s concu- 
bine, Genesis 35:22; 49:4. 

6. Amram with his aunt, Exodus 
0;20. 

7. Judah with his daughter-in-law, 
Gene’sis 38:16-18. 

8. Amnon with his sister, Second 
Samuel 13:2, 14. 

9-18. Absalom with his father’s 
10 concubines, Second Samuel 15:16; 
16:21-22. 

19. Herod with his sister-in-law, 
Mark 6:17-18. 

See also Amos 2:7 and First Corin- 
thians 5:l. 

And how about Cain (Genesis 
4:17) an,d Seth (Genesis 4:26)? 

+s 4 4 
Are snakes shimy? 

NO. Anothe,r s;yer$ition. 

Please commert on Upton Sinclair’@ 
statement that the reviewers on the 
staffs of the capitalistic papers are boy 
totting his novel, “The Flivver King.” 

I hlave seen a few belated reviews 
nf this brilliant, realistic, pow~&ul, 
moving story of thle rise of Henry 
Ford and its effect on Abner Shutt 
and his family, who .symbolize the 
hundreds of thousands of workers, 
pa#st and present, who have tightened 
bolts and turned screws for the man 
who h&ped take khhp American penple 
off their legs. Whether or not this is 
a conscious~ conspiracy of silence I’m 
unable to say. It may nmot be as aim- 
pltl as1 all that. Some reviewers may 
be afraid of the advertising depart- 
ment, but others may think it beneath 
Oheir “dignity” to give space to a d’is- 
cussion of a novel wh,ich h#appens to 
be printed in pamphlet form. Having 
published about 3,000 pamphlets and 

having distributed more than 200,” 
000,000 copies of them, I may be in 
a position to pass on a few opinions 
on t#his subject. I soon learned that 
it was just about a waste of time to 
ssend review copies of pamphlets to 
the literary editors of a newspaper 
or magazine, for they seem victims 
of the not.inn that only books that aw 
bulky and bolund in hard covers are 
worthy of space. Now I don’t even 
send out a review copy whcln one’s 
requested, SIO d’islgusted am I with 
the snoblbish reviewers. If  they want 
a copy of one of mly publications they 
have to send the money, like1 anyone 
else. I can, be snooty too, when I try 
hard. Since I can’t get their volun- 
tary reviews, I can, at least, cons#ole 
Irqwelf with their irlvolurrLary Morley. 
And, to beI frank, I’d rather have their 
money than their opinions, because 
the’ir mon,ey is good whlile tihheir opin- 
ions are uslually bunk. All of whi’ch 
may be a perfelct case of sour grapes 
or wishful thinking, according to 
whether you get your psychology from 
Aesop or the1 Freudians. I say they 
can stick their reviews up their holy 
spouts, but Upton Sinclair is, made 
of more sensitive nerve tis,sue, so he 
wastes time and energy (to say noth- 
ing of a lot of postage) trying to talk 
the! reviewers inLo a reasonable mood. 
It, happens, thsat Irita Van Doren, edi- 
tor of the book review section of the 
Sunday edition of The New York 
Herald Tribune, when asked about 
the reasons for negl&ing my friend’s 
fine sltory of proletarian life, respond- 
zd toploftically- -but I don’t want to 
~0 inrtio all that because Sinclair him- 
Af covered all of it-and a whole lot 
more-in one of the mo8at scorching 
and clevastating lcrtters ever to come 
acrosls my delslc. On December 10, 
1937, Upton Sinclair wrote Mrs. Van 
Doren, ac’cording to a copy he s’ent 
me, as follows: 

My Dear Irita Van Doren: 
Francis Henson of the United 

Automobile Workers has sent me a 
copy of your letter to him, explain- 
ing that you have been unable to 
review “The Flivvcr King” and other 
novels of mine “because so many 
of them are printed in pamphlet 
form, and are hardly books in any 
sense of the wopd.” Mr. Henson 
asks me to answer this letter, and 
I trust that you will not take offense 
if I comply with his request. 
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It seems to me that “The Fliwer 
King” is a “book” in the only sense 
of the word which haa any real 
meaning or dignity. It is a novel of 
72,000 words, which is ample to be 
made into a book in the convention- 
al trade sense, and sold for $2.00 or 
$2.50. But it seems to me a great 
injustice to literature to accept the 
commercial definition of a “book”; 
that 1s to say, something which Is 
printed in large and expensive form 
so as to allow a margin of profit to 
a whole series of persons who han- 
dle it. We are so bound by the re- 
strictions of our commercial system 
that we come automatically to ac- 
cept them, and we do not even st,op 
to think what we are ,doing to liter- 
ature when we say that a competent 
and conscientious piece of writing 
is not a “book” unless it is bound 
in cloth covers, and priced sufficient- 
ly high to allow a 30 or 40 percent 
discount to book stores, and 15 or 20 
percent royalty to the author, and a 
sufficient marpin of nrofit to the 
publisher so chat he can maintain 
an expensive office in New York 
City, and pay large sums for adver- 
tising in newspapers. 

This system of restricting books 
by commercial definition results in 
the fact that America is the worst 
book-buying nation among the great 
nations of the world. I forget the 
exact figures, but we spend 10 or 
or 20 timea as much on cosmetics 
as we do on books. In the Soviet 
Union, to take only one illustration, 
my recent novel, “No Pasaran,” 
sol,d several hundred thousand 
copies in many edit,ions. On the other 
hand, the last conventional book 
which I published in the United 
Slates, a novel called “Co-op,” which 
contained nearly 200,000 words and 
represented a year’s work, was pub- 
lished at $2.50 and sold only about 
5,000 copies. 

In other words, if you write a 
“book” in the commercial sense of 
the word, you exclude the working 
class from y,our readers. As it hap- 
pens, I want the working class to 
read my books, and so I have de- 
vised a cheap form nf pnhliratinn. 
As a result of this low price, the 
United Automobile W#orkers were 
able to purchase 200,000 copies of 
the honk for dint,rihutinn to their 
members. It seems to me that that 
is an event in American history, and 
also in American literature. It 
seems t,o me a grievous wrong that 
for adopting a low-priced form for 
my book I should be penalized by a 
complete boycott of the daily newa- I ‘lease comment on the way the capital- 

papers of the United States. One is 
irresistibly driven to suspect class 
hian aa the c,ause of such a boycott, 
and it seems to me that high mind- 
ed editors would hesitate to give 
their readers such cause for dis- 
trust. 

I assert that “The Flivver King” 
is a “book” in every sense of the 
word that has any meaning to one 
who loves books for their contents 
and not for their clothes. I will go 
farther and assert that “The Flivver 
King” is as important as any book 
you have reviewed in the past year. 
It deals with the most vital prob- 
lems of our time-the struggle of 
labor to receive its proper share of 
the benefits of the machine process. 
It tells the American pe’ople a mass 
of facts which have been deliberate- 
ly withheld from them. The truth 
of these facts has been certified to 
in a let#ter from Prof, Paul II. 
Douglas, of the Department of Eco- 
nnmira, University of Chicago, ILLJ 
follows: 

“You will also be interested to 
know that they (the ‘Satur,day Re- 
view of Literature’) questioned some 
of the statements of fact of my re- 
view which I based on your book. 
1 checked up each and every one of 
lhese questlons with a wlde variety 
of outside sources and they confirm- 
ed the accuracy of your statements, 
and this seemed to satisfy the ‘Re- 
view.’ ” 

The skill of the telling has been 
certified to by Senator Borah, in a 
letter which I quote: 

“I read ‘The Flivver King,’ and 
you have told a splendid story. 1. 
am not sure just how much belongs 
to your healthy imagination and how 
much belongs to reality, but I am 
sure it is a magnificently told story.” 

I appeal to your conscience as the 
editor of one of America’s leading 
organs of literary opinion. I ask 
YOU to put “The Fllvver King” into 
the hands of an open-minded econ- 
omist of the calibre of Paul II. 
Douglas, and be guided by his opin- 
ion as to whether it is a book, and 
whesther it is worth a front page 
aosition. 

Or, if you cannot do that, I will 
suggest as an alternative, that you 
publish this letter ,and invite your 
readers to write and tell ynn whet,h- 
er they want their literature re- 
viewed on the basis of intellectual 
and moral content, or on the basis 
of expensiveness of paper and bind- 
ing. 
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istic newspapers keep saying year after 
year that everything that’s done in the 
iminstries of the U.S.S.R. is wrong, in- 
competent and wasteful. 

I never thought such genteralizations 
worthy of se6us atterxtion, Once, I 
recall, a large newspaper printed an 
editorial along this line, in which the 
readers were told how everything 
that’s made in Russiia is worthleas. On 
the froint, page of that issue was a 
new,s report which informed the pub- 
lic that Russian tanks and airplanes 
in Spain were the best in the world. 

G+ * +% 
Can you tell me if Senator Capper is 
free of racial prejudices? 

Ox couldn’t ask for a better friend 
of oppressed racial min,orities than 
Senabor Arthur Capper, of Kansas. 
Not. ody does he invariably vote right 
on, questions involving racial dixrim- 
ination, but the man acts right and 
speaks right as’ well. He is an oppo- 
nent o’f anti-Semitism and sF,rves the 
Negroes in a useful manner as one 
of the officers of The National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancemem of Cal- 
ored People. On November 28. 193’7, 
Senator Capper spoke before the 
American Jewish Congress, in Wash- 
ington., D.C., s,aying, among other 
things : 

“The persecution lcf the Jews is 
symptomatic of the hatreds with 
which the world is Pestering. It 
would be blindness not to see that 
the attack upon the Jews every- 
where is the beginning of the attack 
upon democratic Kberties; that if 
today discrimination against the 
t;wish (or any other group is allow- 

lunwrruw IhaL discrimination 
m;y be exteaded to all other groups. 
What has happened in Germany is 
a tragic example of how whole peo- 
ples may become enslaved.” 

+ + * 
Please write a piece about the “ghetto 
benches” inaugurated in Polish nniver- 
sities. 

Catho81ic-Fas~cism-under the men- 
acing leadership of the hierarchy- 
has, heen, folliowing a relentless anti- 
Semitic program in Poland, the lat- 
est ouhrage being a regulation’ com- 
pelling Jewi’sh students to sit $; 
themselves osn spcial benches. 
just one more move in the merciIess 
campaign, to degrade, humiliate and 
stigmat.ize a hel,plsess, innocent, unof- 
fensding minority group. 

I was favorably impressed by the 
protest cabled by 200 American ed~ 

:ators, who signed an olpen leittea COD 
;aining, among other things: 

“Such discrimination seems to us 
alien to the spirit of academic free- 
dom and #of the free cooperation in 
the pursuit of knowledge that is SO 
essential to the world of scholar- 
ship. . . . In the pursuit of the 
truth there is no room for religi’ous 
or racial segregation. 

“We look with admiration in the 
glorious record of Polish aarticiua- 
con in the grealt republic of let,ters; 
on the contributions of Koaernik, 
Konarski, Lelewel, Cieszkowski and 
Michiekicz, as well as of more re- 
cent Polish scholars. We are heart- 
ened also by the fact that a number 
of very distinguished members of 
the faculties of your institutions of 
higher learning, continuing in the 
spirit of an honorable tradition, 
have raised their voices against this 
discrimination. We appeal to you, 
our colleagues in Poland, to oppose 
Ibis plan of segregation an,d to’ seek 
peace through means that are in 
consonance with the nreaft tradition 
of Polish and world scholarship.” 

The abo!ve commendable statement 
vas drawn up Iby Dr. Alvin Johnson, 
lirctor of the New S.chool for Social 
&oc,arch, for scholars associated with 
,he International League fo’r Aca- 
Iemic Freedom. Signers included 
;uch 8scholarst as Professor John 
Dewey, Columbia University; Dr. Al- 
)ert Einstein, of the Irm’titute of Ad- 
ran,ce,d Study, Princeton; Wesley C. 
Gtchell, of Columbia; Horace M. 
callen, secretzy $ th; League. 

+ 
‘s there any evidence to support the 
:1&n somctimcs made that cnrly man 
n America could have developed inde- 
rerrdently? 

The evidence all points to an Asi- 
&tic origin of Anrer:ica’s earliest man. 
Yn a book writ.ten by Joseph McCabe, 
‘Earliest Man in America,” it is 
shown, as I’ve reported several times, 
.he American Indian and Eskimlo are 
descendants of Asiatics. who cros#sed 
bver by way of Siberia and Alaska. 
K&&e writes; 

“There are no traces <cd prehis- 
toric man in South America that are 
today serinnslv entertained, while 
the assertion that man was evolved 
in any part of America has been dis- 
proved by the fact that no traces 
of anthropoid apes a#r of any simian 
creatures from which man might 
conceivably have descended has ever 
been discovered on the American 
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continent during a century of 
search.” 
In the first chapter of this book Mc- 

Cabe’ has, a lively moment with the 
gueslses of the “few men who found 
time 0s inclination for sneculat,ive 
thought in America before-the days 
of Franklin” and who were “so8rely 
puzzled albout the origin of the ab- 
origim&.” Making Ure presence of 
Indianls here (before the arrival of 
the white man) fit into the Bible 
story about the children, of Adam, 
caused manty a headaiche. One ex- 
plan,ation re’sted on some1 twisted 
words from the Bible which could be 
made to mean there had been a m-e- 
Adamite ra#ce. But this argument 
couldn’t hold when it was eonfronted 
by the Flood. Thme pre-Adamites 
“‘must have dislappeared in it.” The 
theory met new difficulties when it 
was learned that the west coast apen- 
ed on a vast ocean. Others tried to 
solve the problem by bringing in “the 
mvth of the lost 10 tribea of Israel.” 
Others, of more irofane minds, “turn- 
ed to Plato’s philosophic joke about 
a Lost Atlanjtia or t.o the navigating 
exploits of the ancient Phoenicians.” 

A German, recently returned from a 
3% months’ visit to the old casntry, 
tells me there is a good deal of senti- 
ment in that collntry today, CWPII mnng 
former radicals. to the followinn effect: 
that, while conditions under Hker are 
not what one might hope, still, condi- 
tions in 1933 were so depressed and 
hopeless that ha,d they continued things 
would now be much worse than they 
are; unemployment has been abolished; 
youth has been given new hope, etc. 
Please comment. 

The “argum~enlt” advanced by the 
returned visitor are the uslual propa- 
ganda circulated by Dr. Goebbels, who 
is one of the world’s cleverest manip- 
ulators of mas’s psychlology. To say 
that conditio’ns might be worse today, 
if the. Republic had continued, is to 
offer only an assumption. The fact 
that other democracies are better off 
todav than thev were in 1933--includ- 
in’g &gland, France, Can,ada, Mexi- 
co. Switzerland. Holland. Belgium. the 
S&ndinnvian cbnntries,‘and-the ‘U.S. 
-should sle.rve to compel one to the 
conclusion that Germany, had she re- 
mained in the family of democratic 
countries, would also8 be on securer 
econfomic ’ ground today. All these 
countries have shown marked in- 

crea,ses in employment, and other 
important advance,s. Germany, on the 
other hand, i,s much wors’e off than 
she was in 1933, despite Hitler’s hired 
propagandists. Germany then had 
friend:5 and credit. Germany, under 
the’ Republic, had no enemies. The 
financial structure of the country 
wasn’t, any wors’e than that which 
prevailed in other depres8sion-ridden 
lands. 

Today, Germany hasn’t a friend in 
the world. Itg few allies XXKW~; mur- 
d,erers) like Mussolini and the Japa- 
nese imperialists-aren’t reliable, 
and, what’s’ more, they themselves are 
in too’ bad shape to do anything of 
a substantial nature about their 
“friend’s” calamitous econ’omic and 
fimncin’l situntiion. The German treas- 
ury is SO out of whack that it is 
necessary to kesep all data secret lest 
the country be thrown into’ a panic. 
The floatinlg debt, mostls caused bv 
rearmament, would spell collapse, 
were the facts to become known to 
the peo’ple. 

Ai for unemplo’yment, let’s not for- 
get. that the Soviet Union has solved 
this problem in its entirety, and, 
furthermore,. democratic countries _ _.~__~~ 
have, without exception; made sub- 
stantid and REAL progress. I say 
REAT,, hPcaus,e the facts show that 
Germany’s “so’lution” isn’t a real one, 
but, a gross fake. Instead of putting 
the unemployed to work in prloductive 
E,nterprisies’, Hitler fenced millions of 
the ,best manhood of the land to go 
into the army an’d related activities. 
The armament race put arlditi~nnal 
millionls to “work,“.but. how long can 
a country exis#t on such artificial ac- 
tivities? Besides. every possible job 
held by Jews wzls taken away aml 
given to “Aryans,” and, to add in- 
sult to injury, the displaced Jews 
weren’t counted among the unelmploy- 
ed. 

As’ for German youth’s “hopeful- 
n:ess,” what have they to look for- 
word lo except to disel for Hitler’s in- 
san,e Fascism? I’m proud of the fact 
that millionis of young men in demo- 
cratic countries aren’t moved by such 
“ambitions.” 

The sentiments now expressed in 
Germany are for’ced idte,as, which 
must be accepted without question. 
Anyone wh,o dared protest at any oft 
the “great advances” made by Hitler’s 
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Germany would be sent to a concen 
tration camp or behead’ed. The rna’sse 
know that under the Republic the! 
ha’d plenty of buttes. Today, the: 
are denied butter and fed the empt! 
propaganda that it’s better to havl 
carmon than butter. I’m sure the 
masses really feel that it, would brf 
more advan’tageous to have fewer 
C~~IWII and !bwrabers ancl rn”re bul 
ter and other fats. 

Hitler has done only one thing 
“well”-and that is the remilitariza, 
tion! of the Third Reich. But thlat’r 
the kind of “goo’d” job that will event 
ually ruin1 Germany. Not only that 
but other countries will be dragged 
down into the mud to drown in theil 
own blood. There isn’t. a ray of hop6 
for the common people, so long al 
Hitlerism is in the saddle. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
Lowell, Mass., its all agog o,ver a miracle Lowell, Mass., its all agog o,ver a miracle 
that is suoaosed to have haonened to 1 that is suoaosed to have haonened to 1 
girl. I enclose one of the press reports girl. I enclose one of the press reports 
Please comment. 

I d’on’t usually care to waste ml 
time or spa#ce on these “miracle’, 
yarnIs. I think I have a right to as 
sume my readers are intelligenl 
enough to know that all these fairs 
tales about miracles1 .are merely thf 
outpourings of minds saturated witt 
the poison of supernaturalism. How. 
QVBT, s&e this miracle is getting B 
lot of publicity in the New England 
press, let me go into the facts briefly. 

Lorraine Frechette!, 122 Dracui 
Street. Lowell Mass’., is a 16-year-old 
girl, a devout Catholic, anld afflicted 
with chronic arthritis. She claims 
sjhhe prayed for heallth in the Ste. 
There&s Church, and immediate13 
afterwards walked out of the cathmed- 
ral a well and soun,d girl. 

But her phyruician, Dr. Leon D. 
Sullivan, says otherwise. Here are a 
few eentences from his statement, is- 
sued on! November 26, 1937, and 
quloted in The Boston Evening Amer- 
ican: 

“That was not the first time she 
walked. A week aeo lalst SaturdNav. 
Lorraine walked &rongh the ho&d 
with my assisstance. It was only a 
question of time until she got suf- 
flcient confidence to walk by hersell. 
She is far from cured and it will 
require at least another year before 
she is recovered. . . . 

“Her han,ds are still stiff and she 
can turn her bead only in one di- 
rection. She is unable to get up 

from a sitting position or to seat 
herself because the spine is still 
atiff.” 

4 4 4 
I have been following your controversy 
with Upton Sinclair over the so-called 
ESP tests ad Dr. Rhine. Like yourself, 
I am a Materia&t. Looking at this 
problem from its phIlosophica side, 
would you say that proofs for telep- 
athy, if UUIX ealablished, would give 
Materblism a smashing blow? 

I f  it could be smhown that the hu- 
tnan! mechanism were able to racelw 
impres!sions witho#ut the aid of its 
physical slenses, then the philosophy 
>f Materialism, for the first time, 
would be put tlo a real test, but sci- 
Tcient mass of evidence to prove that 
have shown ESP (Extra-Senlsory 
Perception) to be childish and frivil- 
3~1s. I Ibelieve I have compiled a suf- 
cient mass of evidence to prove that 
;he gallivantings at Duke University 
Ire silly, anfd it’s only a question of 
time before Dr. Rhine’s superficial 
and sophomoric 
nto oblivion. 

meanderings pa#ss 

But let’s put the question as though 
:elepat#hy were ,erstalblished beyond de- 
>ate. What then? Would Materialism 
survive? Juseph McCabe, in his new 
?ook, “Our Wondserful Glands,” puts 
ihis interesting question to himself 
lnd discusses it, this way: 

“The answer is easy. Scientific 
men of a mystic turn (Myers,Lodge, 
etc.) claimed that they proved the 
truth of telepathy half a century 
ago, and it is 20 years since I grew 
tired of refuting such claims. The 
statement that the professors had 
msdc n discovery is, therefore, pre- 
posterous. Secondly, if telepathy 
were profved tomorrow to be a gen- 
uine process, it would be as irreve- 
lnnt to Materialism aa is the dia- 
covery of the planet Pluto. The 
idea i’s that the vibrating molecules 
of the active bra,in send out a pat- 
tern of waves like those fro,m a 
radio broadcasting station. Even the 
Spiritualist scientist, 
Crookes, said that.” 

Sir W. 

As a Materialist, I have! never been 
afraid of true telepathy-the ability 
o transfer thoughts from on,e brain 
o another without the aid of words 
lr symbols-for such a proSceas, if it 
vere established, wouldn’t be the least 
bit less meehanlcal than the tram+ 
erence of thought through our regu- 
ar and common facilities. The spirit- 
lalistic in,terpretation of life could 
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get no comfjort there. And that’s one 
reason why I have n’ever said that 
ttlepathy i,s an impossiblity. It might 
become a reality at some future time, 
but thus far we haven’t been given 
the opportunity to accept teleipathy on 
the basis of verifialble data. 

Your data on Jack London’s popularity 
In the Sovlet Unlm moves me to ash 
the position of Upton Sinclair in the 
same country. 

Upton Sinclair’s novds are des#erv- 
edly popular in the Soviet Union’, with 
much greater reader acceptan’ce than 
that accorded Jack London. On No- 
vem,ber 29, 1937, Upton Sinclair sent 
me the following: 

“The Moscow News, of Njovelmber 
7, 1937, celebrating the 20th anni- 
versary of the Soviet Union, gives 
in,teresting figures regarding the sales 
of books during that period. Gorky’s 
works have appeared in 32,000,OOO 
oopies; Push’kin in 19,000,OOO; Tol- 
s,toy, 14,000,OOO; Chekhov, 11,000,000. 
The report also gives1 the sales’ of ‘for- 
eign clasXsics as follows: Umpton Sin- 
clair, 2,700,OOO copies; Guy De Mau- 
passant, mo’re than 2,000,OOO; Victor 
Hugo, l,SOO,OOO; Zola, 1,700,OOO ; hna- 
tole Fransee, 1,300,OOO; Balzac, 1,300,- 
000; Dicken(s, l,lOO,OOO. From the 
above it would appe,ar that Upton 
Sindamir cons6ituCes 19.Y percent of 
‘world classics’ in the opinion’ of pres- 
ent-d’ay Russian read’ers.” 

There’s no question that Upton! Sin- 
clair-the Daniel Bloone of Spookology 
-is the most popular floreign author 
in Russia. However, it seems only 
fa’ir to adId that his pos#it.ion would 
be undermined gravely if the Russian 
book publishing department’ translated 
and published his non-fiction hnoks, 
most of which would be laughed at 
in a country like Russ’ia, where so 
manly reader,s: are educated to demand 
only the most hard..lboiled, realistic, 
materialistic, scieatific viewpoints 
The spookery that Sintclair pours into 
snch amazin,gly inI& hooks as “What 
God Means to Me,” if issued in the 
Soviet Unlion, would les’sen his audi- 
ence right down the line. Fortuaate- 
1y for Sinclair, lhe Ru)atiian editors 
eliminate his writinjgs that stand 
amonlg the worslt examples of relig- 
ious superstition and mysticism. In 
fact, most Russians actually believe 
Sinclair, even outside his nove$, is 
devoid af supernaturalism and spirit- 

ism. Siniclair can cater to trashy- 
minded religionists and spook-h’unt- 
ers in this, counltry, an#d get away with 
it, but he couldn’t gcjt to firs,t b’asle 
in Russia, where the public i,s trainled, 
to hoot, down such cultural piffle. I f  
he told Russians what he tells Amer- 
i’cans-for example, that a spiritual- 
istic bun,keteer actually ordered a desk 
to float through his window-he would 
be put alongside Mickey Mouse and 
Donald Duck, so far asI initellectual- 
ity is concerned. I don’t bclicvc in 
cen#sorship, but this is one case in 
which it did a fine novelist a lot of 
good. 

To what extent has our annnal birth 
rate declined? 

From 1870-80 our birth rate was 
37 per 1,000; {+n 1?35,q:6.8 per 1,000. 

Why do bed sheet:sold in department 
&or&n have a three inch hem on one 
end and a one-inch hem on the other? 

Department store managers say 
this is done to enable one! tie tell which 
is the top and which is) the bottom of 
a sheet, but it s,eems, to me that it 
isn’t at all important to know which 
en’d of a Bheet is the tiop and which is 
th’e bottom. Sheets’ get most of their 
wear at thme ends, so consumers should 
inlsislt that both, ends1 slould have 
three-inch hems. The bigger the hems 
thme more: resisltan,ce to wear. 

+p * *> 
Who gets the consumer’s food dollar? 

The liton’s! ,share of each dolIar spent 
for food goes to processors and dis- 
tributors, not to the farmer. This is 
ahwxm hayed &hhnte hy fign,rew re- 
leased by th& U.S. Bureau ‘of Agricul- 
ture’ Economics. Durin,g 1937, food 
proceslsors and di,stribut!ors took for 
Lherrlselve~s about 56 cenls out of 
every dollar the consumers spent fo’r 8 
food, leaving on,ly 44 cen’ts for the 
farmers. The farmer’s share, in 
1936, was 44 centts,; in 1935, 42 cents; 
in 1929, 47 cents. The bureau adds: 

“Although the farm value of the 
58 fuods curluume,d annually by the 
workingman’s family was $163 in 
1937, the retail value, or what the 
worker had to pay, was $337. The 
dihrence, $194, went to the proces- 
sors.” 
This is a tremendous argument fo,r 

COnsumers’ cooperatives. We have 
made a &art in protectin,g the eco- 
nomic interes8ts of our conlsumers, but 
the surface ham% even been scratch- 
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ed. The capitalistic press, subsidizec 
by the great advertisers, won’t tel 
t.he consumers the facts about prices 
cooperatives, quality, etc. The clan 
Burner must rne,eh the issue by build 
ing up an independent press, 

What was our population at the ias 
census? What is it now by offlciai esti 
lllatef 

In 1930, when our last census wa: 
taken, the U.S. had a populatiion oJ 
122,7’75,046. On’ July 1, 1937, accord. 
ing to an official estimate of the Cen 
511s Bureau, we had 129,25’7,000, ar 
increase osf 828,000 or six-ten,ths of 3 
percent, over the estimate for the pre- 
vioue sear. 

Do you believe there’s no military sig 
niflcance to the Berlin-Rome-To~io anti, 
Comm’unist pact? 

The united Fascists would ham 
th’e world believe that the accord ap 
plies only to the Cornintern (which 
is only a building in Moscow) but. in- 
formed peopl’e aren’t fo801ed by such 
protestations. A few generations aga 
the aggressors screened tiheir violent 
intentions as a pro-Christian proje& 
Tod,ay, it’= connid~warl ~IOFP effective 
to claim that each imperialistic ad- 
vanlee among the Fascists is in,tended 
only to “s’ave the world from Com- 
mu&m,” a piece of bunk t.he Fi*sc- 
ists themsehes cynically smile at. 
According tie their definition, Chiang 
Kai-shek (who fought the Commu- 
ni,sts for years) is, a Communist. 
Czechoslovakia, whmich is a dsmocratic 
country, is suppo.sed tro be a jumping- 
off place for Cummuniuts. Frame, 
England, the Scandinavian, countries, 
and even the U.S., according to t.he 
Fas,cist definition of Communism. are 
Red cesspools. The pact must have 
military agreements (keep secret, of 
course) if it’s to mean anything. On 
this poinlt it is’ germane to consider 
the confidential commtnt sent to its 
bu&nessmea sulbscri”oers by the 
Whal’ey-Eaton Service, as follows: 

“Most chancelleries understand 
that the Italo-German-Japan pact is 
more than a mere ‘understanding’ 
and probably contains explicit pro- 
vision,s for common military sup- 
port.” 

* * * 
Exactly 16 days after the last Free- 

man reached its readers, the postoffice 
department took drastic action against 
the lottery run by Father Jamea R: 

COX. The Freeman, which was the only 
paper in the country that dared even 
mention Father Cox’s misuse a4 the 
mails, scored a victory, for an Associated 
Press dispatch from Pittsburgh says the 
government took action after the de- 
partment had received numerous com- 
plaints about Father COX’S $25,000 iot- 
tery. As The Freeman was the only 
naper to mention the scandalous activ- 
ities of Father Cox it stands to reason 
the complaints must have emanated 
from Freeman readers. According to 
the AP dispat.rh, Rather COY was nrrwt- 
ed on December 16, 1937, charged with 
operating a lottery and mail fraud. The 
priest, amazed that the government 
would dare take action against an ac- 
tivity of the Catholic Church, was de- 
fiant, saying: “The federal government 
will ‘have to call out the t:oops to stop 
me from carrying out my plcilgc to 
award $25,000 to winners.” I’m sure the 
U.S. district attorney will be able to 
handle Father C&x’s iotl.ery scheme r-ith- 
out having to call out the irrmy and 
navy. Freeman readers deserve credit 
for the worthwhile measure the gorern- 
ment has taken to protect the public 
from a fraudulent scheme that was put 
over in the “sacred” name of religion. 
This is only one more illustration of 
the power of Freeman readers when 
they take a mind ta wrlle letters on 
issues that are important. Those read- 
ers who protested t’o P:csi,dent Car- 
denas about Norman Baker’s use of a 
Mexican radio station to p”omote his 
lake cancer cure, will be pleased to learn 
that I have received word direct from 
Mexico City to the effect that high gov- 
ernment officials are impressed by the 
protests of Freeman readers. At pies- 
mt, as stated eilsewhere in this paper, 
the immediate task of public-sp#irited 
Freeman readers is to write to Govern- 
)r Carl E. Bailey, Little Rock, Ark., ex- 
lressing their opinion of Norman Bak- 
!r’s newly opened cancer “hosnital” in 
:hat State after he had been compelled 
:a serve a jail sentence and pay a fine 
‘or practicing medicine without a ii- 
tense in Iowa. A few hundred letters 
‘rom Freeman readers will have a good 
:ffect. We know from actual experi- 
!nce that great things can be done in 
he n~rvirn of truth snd justice when 
Freeman readers act together for the 
:ommon good. 

+$+ $4 - +$+ 
[I there any truth to the claim that 
moking, especially by women, will re- 
uit in stunted growth? 

Rusfsell Sage College reports fi’at 
ts women’5 freshman class of 26 
‘ears ago showed an avelage height, 
f  6 feet 3 inches. In 1938, the aver- 
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age is 5 feet 5% inches. Most of 
thes’e women smoke. The facts show 
there’s slomtthing screwy about the 
argument that smoking stun,tsl one’s 
growth. 

4 4 4 
Please comment on the furore caused by 
Mae West’s radio skit about Adam and 
Eve. 

I didn’t hear the broadcast, but 
from pre,ss reports I take it that the 
curvaciou5 trouper, portraying Eve, 
seemed anxious to get Adam started 
at the delightful exercise of nibbling 
on the famous apple. The protests 
whiclh the Fundamentalis,ts-especial- 
ly the Catholics-made were because 
th’ey actually believe in the Garden 
of Eden myth, believe that Adam was 
t,he first man? that Eve was made 
from one of his ribs! ‘and a?1 the rest 
of the fairy tale. Smce Genesis says 
Adam and Eve got into a jam be- 
OI~USO they ate of the tree o# knowl- 
edge (which we usually take to mean 
they had calmal “knowledge” of each 
other) I can’t see what’s wrong about 
Mae’ West’s sketch. It-couldn’t be any 
hott’er th’an the origin,al Bible stlory, 
because it plainlly @es us to under- 
dand that if the pair had followed 
the road of cha,stity all would have 
been weIll, though I can’t for the life 
of me figure out. how they coukl pos- 
sibly carry out the Lord’s edict to 
beget and beget without resorting to 
the old’ an’d tried biological ritual. I f  
Mae West was indecent (and here T 
can’t speak authoritatively because I 
didn’t let the pearly n&es from her 
throat fall on my sensitive ears) she 
should be able to plead’.artistic license 
becau.se she was dse’aling with a story 
from a slacre’d book that is crammed 
with all kin#ds of in.cant, fornirstion, 
cruelty, murder, rape and mayhem. 
Let the Fundamentali~sts “clean up” 
their Bible betfore plouncing onI poor 
Mae’ West, wh’o, ‘after all, is only one 
more daughter of Eve. 

4 4 4 
How many men can a corba kill at one 
time? 

The king cobra of Imdia carries 
enough poison to kill 15 men at one 
time. It takes ahnnt an honr fnr the 
venomm to have its full &et. 

4 4 a; 
Did Jehovah give Eve a second name? 

The evidence gives the first lady of 
the world the name of Adam, the 
family name being handed down by 
God himsellf, awording to Genesis 

5~1-2: “. . . In\ the day th,at <God 
created man in tihe likenesg, ob Good 
made he h’im; Male and female 
created he them; and blessed them, 
anld called their name Ad’am, in the 
day when they were cr,eated.” There- 
fore, to be strictly accurate, we should 
give her the full name of Eve Adam, 
hnt. T’m nfrnid this won’t be accepted 
even by our Fundamentalists, be- 
cause it slounds a little screwy. 

4 4 4 
If 100 pemons are bitten by poisonous 
snakes, how many of them will die if 
untreated, and how many if treated? 

Ahout 15 percent will die if un- 
treated; about 8 percent if treated 
quickly and c;mp;$ent$v. 

Is there such a thing as a “glass snake”? 
“Glass snake’s” are suplposed to be 

able to break into parts and then 
come together again to home whole 
onca IYIOFC. That’s all bunk. There’s 
no sulch snake in the world. The 
n,earest that comes to it is a legless 
lizard, which is able to break into 
two, but once it’s disaaae’m!bled it 
can’t co,me tog$he,r ayin. 

Is the Western wh;D snake capable of 
coverine ground at a great rate of 
speed? - - 

No. All snakes are rather slow. 
The ibe& the Weatcrn whip snake 
can do is three miles per hour. The 
usual speed is a,t the rate of about 
a quarter of ; mi$ pg hour: 

Which State registers the greatest range 
of temperatures? 

Wyoming. It has known a high of 
116 dmegree~s abosve zero and 66 degrees 
below zero, a range of 182 de’grees. 
North Dakota comes next, with a 
hi,gh of 124 degrees above ncrc anad a 
low o’f 56 d,egrees below zero, a range 
of 180 degrees. 

4 4 4 
I thought flag-pole sitting was dead for 
good, but a local businessman has re- 
vived the practice in order to attract 
“favorable” publicity. Don’t you agree 
this is the acme of foolishness7 

It’s a form of ability that I wouldn’t 
dream of emulating or envying. In 
fact, I’d say any man who would 
try to gain “dist.imtion” by such 
mt!anss must be a grade A moron. I’m 
reminded of tihe followinlg, from 
Plutarch : 

“A traveller at Sparta, standing 
long upon one leg, said to a Lace- 
demonian, ‘1 do not believe you can 
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do as much.’ ‘True,’ said he, ‘but 
every goose fan.‘: l 

Do men and wiken**;lavzthe same color 
preferences? 

Fran,k W. McClure. Chicano adver- 
tising executive, says ‘that while wom- 
en prefer bslue ri’bbons for their little 
girls, for themselves they like red 
better. Men take blue a~ their favor- 
ite color. “Tests made at world’s 
fairs and by several universiities re 
veal that men are more easily at 
tractEd by blue dislplays and women 
by red,” he said. 

* * 
Are men better drivers than women? 

According to an AP dispatch from 
Washington, D.C., a year was spent 
bv experts, employed by the American 
Autumobile Aslsociation, making tests 
to find out which were safer drivers, 
men or women. The tests, which were 
held in evcrg State, sho’wed certain 
suoeriorities among men drivers, and 
others among women. The results: 

For the men: 
Men generally have better vision. 
Men are not so easily blinded by 

the glare of other headlights as 
women. 

Men hear better. 
They concentrate better at the 

wheel. 
They park better. 

Yor the women: 
Women see better from the cor- 

ner of the eye. 
Women distinguish the color of 

traffic lights quicker than men. 
And-women drive slower. 

*$ +$ l s 
How many persons have been imnrison- 
ed by the Nazis? What is the total 
number of yrars to which they have 
been sentenced? 

Accorrlinp: to HiI:lm’s official fig- 
ures, 229,000 Germans have been con- 
demned to a total of 600,000 year’s 
“for not obeying Nazi commands,” I 
must point, out that these 229,000 vic- 
tims of Nazi terrorism weren’t crim- 
inals. Thev were’ merely political of- 
fenders who bv word or act, showed 
th.cv believed in democracy, repuhli- 
canism liberalism, unionism, free 
speech,’ free p;css, ani the like. 

A$ 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

Concerning your correspondent who 
suggests that the democratic countries 
all go to war to wipe out Fascism: I 
may say that the same thing has been 
prnposed to me several times. In addi- 
tion to the good arguments which you 

have used against such a move, it might 
be said that no, finer plan than making 
war on them could be thought of to stir 
their entire populations to a unity and 
a fanatical zeal for self-immolation 
which would make them very formidable 
opponents indeed. And there is no way 
of knowing how much a,dditional aid 
they might drum up under such a spur 
in regions like Central and South Amer- 
ica, and the Baltic and Balkan lands. 

As things are now, the people of the 
Fascist nations-at any rate from the 
fearful viewpoint of t.heir jittering and 
hare-brained leaders-are all too ready 
to falter in their up-to-now, blind ten- 
dency to fellow. By holding aloof and 
permitting the folly to burn itself out 
in relatively localizesd areas such as 
Spain and northeastern China, we may 
look for an increasing tendency in these 
Fascist peoples to awaken and throw 
off their misleaders. That, I should say, 
will involve enough misery for them 
without piling upon them the added hor- 
rorfl of foreign intcrvcntion. 

But, of course, the business of hold- 
ing aloof governments which may be 
influenced, ,if not controlled, by inter- 
ests which are seeking profits, is not 
without its perils either. The people as 
a whole within these countries cannot 
be too well informed about what is 
going on, nor too vigilant, nor too well 
organized to see that their will is done. 
Things that have happened in France 
recently show how real the danger can 
be and I sumetlmes wonder-in view uf 
the pro-Fascist influences which are 
more or less in evidence in our midst- 
just what sort of a devil’s-cauldron we 
are sitting over curselves. France, at 
any rate, and not Brazil, has shown, and 
continues to show, some of the ways of 
dealing with the menace. 
Maplewood, MO. C. A. LANG 

(Editor’s note: Reader Lang’s support 

, 

of non-military opposition to Fascism 
is one of numerous oroofs I’ve seen of 
late which would indicate that believers 
in democracy are realizing the ,danger 
of fighting Fascism with force. It can, 
as my article showed, result in Fascism 
at home. Mob psychology, under war 
conditions, can be directed by a cun- 
ning demagog to accept dictatorship. A 
totalitarian State easily can be erected 
under war conditions. However, this 
doesn’t mean the democracies are to 
stand idly by and do nothing when they 
xc mado the objects of aggression by 
Fascist adventurers. Democracy must 
always be ready to defend itself against 
Fascism, or Nazism, or Japanese imper- 
ial:sm, or whatever name we prefer ‘to 
give the world’s illiberal, dictatorial, 
authoritarian elements. We have serious 
duties to perform. First, we can educatq 
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the world that’s still free to think. By 
that I mean we can use the sowers of 
the printed and spoken word to show the 
masses why they must avoid Fascism, 
an,d how they can keep themselves free 
of the danger. As I’ve said perhaps a 
hundred times in recent years, the first 
duty of anti-Fascists is to cooperate 
in the immensely important job of build- 
ing R free, independent, progressive, lih- 
eral, anti-Fascist press. That is free- 
dom’s greatest and most effective weap- 
on. Every anti-Faslist must be ready at 
all times to make real sacrifices in tbg 
war on anti-democratic ideologies. 
Next, we can all work together to boy- 
cott Fascist nations. Personally, I re- 
fuse to buy even a 5c article if I know 
it was made in Japan, Germany or Italy. 
Men an,d women everywhere can help 
fight Japanese imperialism by refus- 
ing to buy silk stockings or socks, be- 
cause something like 85 percent of all 
silk that goes into hose comes from 
Japan. It’s Japan’s most important ar- 
ticle of txporl. A pupular buycotl on 
Japanese goods should include other 
forms of silk goods, electric light 
bulbs, and every other article that 
bears the words: “Made in Japan.” A 
boycott against every Fascist country- 
that is a legitimate weapon in the hands 
o’f every anti-Fascist. Finally, our dem- 
ocrat& governments can cooperate- 
without resorting to military measures 
or even threats of force-to protect de- 
mocracy and “quarantine” Fascist ag- 
gressors, as Roosevelt said in his Chi- 
cago speech. Trade agreements and 
credit policies can be ma,de to work 
strongly in the defense of democracy. 
The recent trade pact between the U.S. 
and Great Britain is an excellent exam- 
ple of what I have in mind. Let the 
democratic, peace-minded nations work 
together commercially, buying and sell- 
ing among themselves as much as pos- 
sible. Also, let them see to it that no 
gold from any democratic countrv goes 
into the till of a dictator. Let’s pay 
them when we owe them anything, but 
let’s always avoid renting them any of 
our money, even when they resort to 
threats. One of the big aims of Fascist 
blackmail is to frighten democratic 
countries into lerrding money to their 
tottering economic organizations. We 
must buy nothing, and, above all, never 
lend a dollar to a Fascist regime. Such 
policies can be made to work effective- 
ly against the dictators. Of ooursa, they 
are unspectacular, but that doesn’t re- 
duce their usefulness. Keep them func- 
tioning long enough and the day will 
come when the Fascist bluffs will ex- 
plode.) 

“By way of further oomment on your 

able refutation of the statement that 
“Jews won’t work, but prefer instead to 
live by trading and peddling,” I might 
ask, since when is trading and ped- 
dling not work? It seems to me that 
that is just about the hardest work- 
everything considered-which anyone 
can undertake. Which is und:ubte~dly 
the reason why the Jew was fo”ccd into I 
that mode of living nlong with mnn~y- 
lending, another precarious pursuit, es- 
pecially when security in it was with- 
out legal sanction, as it was-when 
Christian usurpers were gobbling UP 
every other worth-while thing in sight.” 
-C. A. I,., MO. 

+g +z+ * 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

I’m glad you told Sinclair Lewis a 
thing or two about his charge of sen- 
satirnalism. I’ve discovered before now 
that i,rw’is can be quite superficial On 
occas:ons. In this instance the super- 
ficialiiy probably arises from the same 
thing that has been brought to my at- 
tention before by other would-be crit- 
ics: your catalogue ‘of Little Blue Books 
usually begins with a page or two of 
titles about sex. Well, what do these 
superior sophisticates do but elevate 
their noses and assume that it is all 
nothing but trashy pornography. Even 
the p-i-e has its influence with them: 
if printed ton expensive paper in leath- 
er bindings at $5 instead of 5c a volume 
all of it would at once acquire lots of 
face. What they overlook, however, is 
the fact that, next to a well-fed belly, 
sex IS just about the most important 
thing in the lives of the people whom 
you are trying to reach with all kinds 
of other liberating Edeas as well. Even 
if all of your books dealt with sex 
alone it wmould still be quite a proper 
snbject to put before the pvlblic so lnng 
as it were handled in a scientific and 
informative manner. If, however, you 
have the wit to use it as a lead to whet 
interest in a host of other matters, far 
fr:m censuring you for that, you are 
to be commended. Even from Lewis’ 
own nterested point of view it might 
be asked, who BUT relatively liberated 
persons could appreciate the satire 
which he has woven into all of his 
books? 

“Concerning Upton Sinclair, it may be 
that he i#s getting old. And yet, on look- 
kg il up, I pnd lhal he is unly 59. 
And, in all other matters, be seems to 
have had a life-long habit of approach- 
ing new develcpments critically; why 
should he be so gullible ‘in this charla- 
tan mysticism? After the way he la- 
bored to maintain his position before 
you-with just a hint of ruefulness be- 

-’ 
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tween his lines-I actually pitied him 
when reading your own lusty, though 
certainly well-merited, rebnke.“-Ration- 
alist. 

Can you give me Alfred Rnssel Wal- 
lace’s criticism of the church? 

The great b’iologist, who was a SO- 
cialist and Rationalist, and whose dis- 
covcric6 in Evolution paralbled and 
even antedated some of Darwin’s, 
said : 

“What is the matter with the 
church? This: It strains at the gnats 
of individual peccadilloes and swal- 
lows the camels of social diabol-’ 
isms.” 

8 * * 
A Fundamentalist of my acquaintance 
defends the institution .olf the Church 
on the nroand that it is the world’s 
repository of idealisin. Please comment. 

The Church-it teaches love, and 
practices hate; it preaches peace, and 
blesscc. war; it holds out the promise 
of eternal happiness in heaven, and 
sustains the system that spawns 
poverty on earth; it flays the sinner 
for erring, bat praises the Lord who 
created the sinner; it extols faith, 
but derides man’s attempts to USR 
Reason in order to establish a. work- 
able faith in the powers of the peo- 
ple to reconstruct the living world; 
it beekons all to turn their eyes te- 
ward ‘heaven, while the miseries of 
this workaday world are glossed over; 
it teaches brotherhood, but encour- 
ages racial hatred and persecution; 
it scoofs at materialism, but carefully 
invests its vast endowments in gilt- 
edge securitimes. 

“To a few of us reverent -tines the 
disclosure of The Fremean editor’s given 
name migh,t have been invested with ad- 
ditional chuckles had you explained its 
meaning something like this: IM (Em-) 
with, plus ANU us, plus EL god; hence, 
god with us. Verily, verily, when dish- 
ing font cognomens, parents sel.dom real- 
ize the inadvertent ironies they may 
be committing.“-Subscriber. 

What do you think of shop-talk? 

Shop-talk is supposed to be a lm 
form of conversation, but I’ve had 
many occasions to learn thsat hop- 
tal’k, by one who knows his business, 
can be interesting and informative. 
Many times, certain that I was in 
the presence of a bore, I’ve turned the 
conversation to his trade or profes- 
sion, and soon had him talking a&& 

bly, and to my b’enefit. But shop-talk 
is worthlmess when a good shop fore- 
man gives his opinions on how to run 
a hotel properly or how to edit a 
questions and answers magazine. 
When up against such a case the wise 
thing to do is to switch him to his 
forem#anship. 

q+ + $4 
“Have you hea-d the ravings of the 

Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith on the radio 
la,tely? To think that such stuff can get 
on the chain while the tempered, well- 
reasoned discourse on venereal disease 
by Gen. Hugh Johnson was adjudged 
unsuitable for presentation in the ‘fam- 
ily group’! Great is the family! So 
great that the N.B.C. wmonld doom it to 
involuntary suicide by syphilis rather 
than make it uncomfortable by permit-, 
ting a disnassionate discussion on how 
to avoid that fate.“-Reader. 

+ * ,> 
Don’t you agree that the public’s im- 
mnnnt- interest in vitamins haa P”- 
conraged many quacks? 

Whil#e it’s a demonstrabae fact that 
vitamins are important, it’s undeni- 
ably true that many quacks1 have de- 
veloped worthless, preparations that 
are intended to exploit this imerest. 
As, Dr. Morris Z’ishbein so well puts 
this, matter: 

“Vitamins are vannte,d for their 
use in colds, rheumatism, blood dis- 
eases, acidosis, and even baldness, 
without the slightest evidence that 
any shot-gun preparation of vita- 
mins can accomplish anything very 
definite in any of these conditions.” 

+Q a+ * 
Recently, while attending a movie, I 
F;rdw;n; of the college characters use 

“cadet” and pronounce it 
“kay-det” with the accent on the first 
syllable. Is this right? 

TVehstx+r’w NW Internatinnnl Dic- 
tionary gives t,he pronunciation as 
“ka-det,” the “a” sounded as in “a&” 
and the accent on the second syllable. 
Tlhis is just another illustration of 
how our college high-brows mispro- 
nounce words that the common people 
get right aId +lons. 

+I+ 
Editor, The Americ& Freeman: 

Notwithstanding your doubts and de- 
nials. I harmen to know of a man who 
actually loit his position on account of 
your monthly paper. You suffer from 
an illusion in believing that this is a 
free country “without the terr,ors of 
Germany and Italy.” A man who reads 
liberal or radical pa#pers in thils conn- 
try is not put in a concentration camp, 
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but he is put in the bread-line. YOU 
treat the matter very lightly in main- 
taining that a man’s employer does not 
care whether he reads The American 
Freeman or The Police Gazette. The 
Catholic and conservative employers do 
watch over the reading matter of their 
employes. Nor is a man his own mas- 
ter in his own home, as far as his read- 
ing matter is concerned. Ycou may Bneer 
at the “psychology of slavery” and brag 
about our constitutional rights, but these 
vain words cannot contradict the facts 
known to m’ost of us. The man whom I 
have in min,d was professor in a Cath- 
olic college, which was run by a religious 
order. Your monthly paper was sent to 
him as a premium in connection with 
his purchase #of several batches of your 
books, he bought mostly for his classes, 
He lived at the institution togeth,er 
with the monks and atndents, and the 
post-office was run by the brothers of 
the order. The post-office employes may 
be compelled by law to keep all informa- 
tion confidential, but they bold a groat- 
cr allegiance to their order, for which 
they act as spies. Besides, the man nsed 
to show certain passages in your paper, 
passages which had nothing to do with 
anti-Catholicism, to his Catholic .col- 
leagues, and their allegiance to the 
Church was greater than their loyalty 
to their fricn.d. The upshot of tbe whole 
matter was that, although this man 
guarded himself from ever uttering any 
criticism of Catholic principles or prac- 
tices, be wan rlrupped from the faculty 
for anti-Catholic views or for lack of 
symnathy with the institution which 
emnloyed him. Of course, the authorities 
will not admit these facts t,o outsiders, 
but they told him frankly the reason 
why his services were no longer needed. 
He has now been without a position for 
two years, and he has only your paper1 
t,o blame for it. 

ACADEMICUS, 

turn. But the fact is that such slave- 
psychology is far more prevalent than 
most of us think. If this were not true \ 
I could get more subscriptions to The 
Freeman than I d,o. I know a number 
of people who would a#s soon have a 
box of rattlesnakes or a ton of dyna- 
mi’te in their homes as to po,ssess my 
small collection of books.” 

* * * 
Please comment on Dr. Robinson’s 
“Psychiana.” I’m enclosing what it 
takes for a personal reply. - 

I clon’t know what Dr. Frank B. 
Robinston is doctor of. Off hand, I’d 
say he has long qualified as a doctor 
of Bunk, for his “Psychiana,” which 
he s’ells from MOSCOW, Idaho, is noth- 
ing more than a mess of intellectual 
garbage. I’ve read some of his Yes- 
son’s”-1’ could endure only modest 
portions for I have a sensitive atom- 
zch-and found that this Id’aho Mes- 
siah has served up a ,hash of eccen- 
;ric religion, psychological hokum, 
lnapirational hogwash--all at a right 
hlandsome price. Only fools fall for 
Dr. Robinson’s trash. Anyone who 
pays good U.S. money for Robin’son’s 
pieces of paper will soon find that 
Lhe Ibest use he can make of them is 
Y-I wipe something that seems to need 
wiping. Dr. Robinson has shown one 
bhing t’o be a cold fact-that he is 
me of the best mail-order salesmen 
111 the world. He has a genius for 
;aking a few sheets of bunk and sell- 
ng them to a lot of gullibles at. a 
x-ice that brings him a hand,some, 
zbstantial income. The man’s pretty 
mart to be able to get away with it. 
3e didn’t establish a method of talk- 
n- with Cod for nothing. He has a 
‘at bank account to prove that God 
rave him the divine dope on how to 
nake in the mazuma. As for Dr. 
lolbinson’s literary style. here my 
balptures threaten a blood-vessel. As 
L master ‘of English this man stands 
1s a fine arti$ (-$th+a capital F). 

(Editor’s note: 
above doesn’t 

Thr case described i 
quite jibe with the one 

treated in my article. 1 wrote about r 
mail coming to one’s own home, or to a 
one’s private postoillce box, not to a a 
box used by all the mnks and students 
connected with a Catholic educational Do you favor split infinitives and using 
institution. Had this reader ordered his a preposition to end a sentence with? 
lrm~r ‘sent to his own addrcsa no one 
need. ever have known about his inter- 

I split an inllnitive whenever I take 
th e notion. and many times when I 

est In this Paper. Under average con- don’t even give the 
dltlons, I insist, any person in this coun- 

operation a 
try can subacribc safely to any kind thought. As, for ending a sentence 
#of reacdlng matter that strikes his fancy. with a nreposition, I end th,e line with 

At this point let me quote from a letter the hpst word that comes to mind, 
written by my favorite subscriber, C.. and if it’s a P~ePoSithI 1 let it go 
A. Lang, Maplewood, MO., as follow,s: q at that. I’ve noticed t,h,at those blood- 
wish I could cry from the house-tops less corpses who worry about snlit 
yocur reply to the fellow who was afraid inifinitives and ending sentenfces with 
tQ FW? The ~IYman; it was dene tQ a prepo$tion~ are usually dull, for- 
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bidding, tedious, precisle, boresome 
fuss-pots. *f* l .‘ 

l * 

Editor, The American Freeman: 

You will doubtless be interested in 
the following incident reported in a let- 
ter received by a friend from a relative 
in far-off Alaska: 

Willard Olsen, of Bethel, while mak- 
ing n trip in his dog-slcdgc over the 
snow-covered tundras to a remote Es- 
kimo village, spied what appeared to be 
a piece of paper or printed matter some 
distance off the trail. As such evidence 
of civilization is extremely rare on these 
isolated tracts of ice and snow, he stop- 
ped to investigate and retrieved from 
its frozen repose one of Haldeman- 
Julius’ Little Blue Books, “Psycho-Anal- 
ysis-the Key to Human Behavior,” by 
William J. Fielding. Mr. Olsen took our 
frozen braln-chil,d along with him, care- 
fully thawed and dried it out upon 
reaching his destination, to add to the 
fund of local winter reading matter. 

Yom you see you have been very close 
to the top of the world-if not “sitting 

WILLIAM J. FIELDING 
4+ + 9 

Is there any sound ‘:‘,ason for the belief 
of many fishermen that one must keep 
very quiet while near the stream lest 
the fish be frightened away? 

This ol’d superskition is nothing but 
bunk. Albert Edward Wiggam, in 
his “Exploring Your Mind ” sails into 
this n&sen~se as follows: ’ 

“Fishes can’t hear. When we were 
children we used to benin to whisuer 
when we were a qua;ter of a mile 
from the creek. What wasted hours 
of bovhood silence!” 

Now many motor cars are there in thf 
world? How many of them are in tht 
TTC- ‘) 

“d3.i 

On September 1, 193’7, according tc 
an estimate by Alfred Reeves, vicf 
president of the Automobile Manufac 
turers’ Association, there were 41,759,. 
000 mot.or vehicles in the world, of 
which 29,000,OOO (24,600,OOO passem 
ger cars, and 4,400,OOO commercial 
conveyances) were in the U.S., which 
gives this country 70 percent of the 
motor cars of the world. 

Why ,don’t the countries that haven’1 
petroleum nse olive oil as a lubricanl 
for motor cars? 

Olive oil, when mixed with motel 
oil, can be made to work, but thorc 
is’ a serious drawback which them 
ists’ will have to remove before il 
can be used generally. It leaves- a 

rum depos#it which harms the mot,or. 
9t that, the Tunis government, which 
ias access to large suppaies of olive 
Gl, compels the mixing of 25 percent 
)f this oil with 75 percent of ordinary 
notor oil. 

How many times does the blood pass 
through the lungs in 24 hours? 

&OUO tilmes. 
* * * 

l7he Associated Adjusters, Milwaukee, 
Wisp., has offered tn give me ample ter- 
ritory as an adjuster, on the basis of 
$1 per hour and all expenses. Please 
advise me what to do about this offer. 

I f  you will read the literature of 
;he Associate,d Adjusters you will 
Find that no positi’on is being offEred 
you at all. You are merely being 
riven the ‘%pportunity” to send this 
outfit $5 with your aplplication form. 
Later you will be cal1e.d on) to pay 
m’onthly “dues” of $1, or $12 per 
year, for the privilege of having your 
same and address listed with perthaps 
thousands of other “adjusters.” .Mo- 
tor car insuranlce companies (which 
beady have large organizations of 
trained adjusters, usiually attorneys) 
will bc &cularizcd from time +O 
time, offering the list of names. among 
which yours will be found. That is 
the li,mit of tlhis‘outfit’s resNponsibility. 
For jotting down your name and ad. 
dres’s and for sulbmitting it to com- 
panties that never even asked for it, 
you will pay asI already stated. If  
this outfit can land 25,000 men like 
yourself. this will mean an initial pay- 
ment of $125,000 anld monthly re- 
cciats of $?25,OlJO, or a yearly income 
of $300,000, not counting the orilginal 
$5 payments. That would be my idea 
of a pretty soft thinn. I ad&e yn11 
to keep out. Relmember, most com- 
panies, especially all of the large 
motor car insurance corporations. 
keep their own men in the field and 
would be most unlikely to call on you 
for your services, belcause bhey would 
have no I-ea~lon to RSSUIIIP yrn~ ‘ICTWW 
all the intricate legal aspects of this 
complicated business, and, further- 
more, they either have their own 
renres,enrtatives or pool their cases 
with other insurance companies, thus 
redmucirx costs. You have s’ent me a 
d’ollar for a Personal answer, which 
I’ve sent, but as I’m positive this in.. 
formation mav be of value to other 
Freeman read’ers I’m printing it here. 
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This is just another instance of my 
read’frs spenlding a dollar fnr data 
that may be the moans of s,aving them 
loslses of money, time and energy. 

After sending the above reply to 
one of my read’ers, I came on the fol- 
lowinlg paragraph in the November 1, 
1937, issue of Newsweek: 

5. It’s a serious disease that mustn’t 
he taken lightly. 6. A patient who 
neg18ectsl hay fever may soon become 
afflicted with asthma. ‘7. Instead of 
being a disease of the eyes or nose, 
it’s conskitutional. 8. Hay fever isn’t 
contagious. 9. Hay fever is caused 
only rarely by goldenrod. 

“Don’t fall for letters fnnu an ‘as- 
* $4 .p 

sociation of insurance adjusters’ in 
How long does it take for a sealed bot- 

Milwaukee. Operated by two’ men 
tie to cross the Atlantic? 

who’ve been the object of post-office E. Thomas Gilliard, ornithologist, 
fraud orders for previmm rachala, American Museun~ of Natural Hia- 
the ‘association’ has already nicked 
14,000 Americans for $5 each. On 

tory, has an article in the Septemiber, 

dignified stationary, the operators 
1937, ieue of Natural FIGtory, organ 

write to a prospect, offering to sign 
of the museum, in which he tells of 

him up as an auto-insurance adjust- having sealed 100 bottles and drop- 
er qualified to cover his locality for ping them in’to the Atlantic Ocean at 
all U.S. insurance companies. In a Newfoundland, eamch containing a note 
second letter, the pruspect is asktxl aolring the finder to write the date 
to remit $5 to cover inclusion of his the bottle was picked up on a card 
name in a ‘list sent to all companies. 
Payment of the fee practically ends 

addressed to the museu’m. They were 

the deal, since no responsible lnsur- 
ordinary beer, whiske 

P 
and other 

ante company will use such inde- 
bottles. Seven months, ater, on Feb- 

pendent operators.” 
ruary 14, 1937, the fir& bottle was 
picked ulp on the Irish Coast. Short,. 

The reader, who had paid for my ly after, cards began arriving from 
letter analyzmg the literature of the Ireland, two from Cornwell, England, 
concern described albove, forwarded and, later, from France and Spain. 
my missive to the “adjusters” in place Olf the 100 bottles, 13 were found 
of the $6 tbgr had tried to get out of within the first year, the best time, 
him. Shortly afterward, a stern let- as stated, being seven months. Six 
ter from the Aslsociated Adjusters, of of t#he 13 were found on the Irish 
Milw’aukee, written on the fanciest coast. The &stance from Newfound.. 
letterhead that’s come to my desk in land to Ireland ic:, 1,800 milts, sjo the 
Years, warned me that I was laying the bottles must have floated at least 
mys’elf open to a nice lib’el suit if 257 miles per month, or about 81/ 
I ever repeated the offense. Well, it miles per d,ay. 
looks as though I’m a glutton for *$ l $ a+ 
punishment, for I’m spilling th+whole Do you care for the epigram as a form 
plate of beans rip.ht out in public. Of literary art? 
At first I intended to limit the criti- As an editor, I have always shown 
cism to the single reader who sent a prefelrence for colle~ctionsl of epi- 
me the usual fee for a personal reply, grams, as anyone fatmiliar with my 
but now I’m convinced Lhe racket is publishing prograrr~ krluws. A yar- 
large enough to warrant my spread- feet epigram is a generalization, which 
inlg the material before aal my pious means that its very perfection can 
readers. let it tell onlv a aart of the truth. A 

* * * good epigram is’ a jewellad finger 
+ase give me a few facts about hay pointing at an idea. But. as in the 
fever. case oi? La Rouchefoucauid, a thou.- 

August A. Thomcn haa aa article, sand epigrams czm s’erve to expound 
entitled “The Truth A/bout Hay Fe- a philosophy o’f life, whereas a sinlgle 
ver,” in the July, 193’7, American Mer- line can 
cury, from which I quote a few state- unrel,ated, 

only express a momentary, 
and impulsive thought. 

ments and &bunking of SaUacies, as Practiclally all of Nietzslche’s philos- 
follows: 1. Hay fever isn’t caused by ophy is borne throu’gh the medium of 
hay and it doesn’t set up a fever. the epigram. An epigram is all light, 
2. Heredity is an important factor in with no shadoew, and that means the 
the disease. 3. Hay fever is curable, author’s idea is isolated from its in. 
but not by any ojperations on the nose. tellectual ibaekground. But a grelat 
4. Diet has no b’earing on the ailment. many e&grams caq serve to establish 
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the philosoph.er’s background in the 
world of ideas. The epi am is a 
dangerous, weapon in the ands 09 a r- 
novice. If  he can’t cut perfect jewels 
he had better leave it alone. Aa a 
polis’hed, finely cut diamond carries 
no hinIt of the dark place it came 
from, so does a solitary epigram fail 
to reveal the misty caverns of the 
mlind which gave it birth. An epi- 
gram never explains; it only t&i. 
An essay is written; an epigram is 
chisclcd. 

l $ +& + 
Keep telling your readers about the 
virtue of being open-minded at all times. 

That all depends on what YOU 
m’ean by open-mindedness. If  you 
mean a willinlgness at all times to 
fac,e the facts squarely, to base OdS 

opinions on verifiable data and one’s 
conclusions on reason-I’m for it 
right d’own the line. But too often 
an open-minded person is’ merely one 
whose brain doesn’t 5unNction at all 
in a realistic way. He falls. for every 
fad, quackery, and piece of bunk. He 
eats up mysticism. Such open-mind- 
edness is nothing more than muddle- 
headedness. A hard-boiled, realist? 
open-mindedness is a wonderful thing 
to behold. The other kind makes one 
feel disjcouraged about the future of 
intellfr~n21 proqrass. 

9 4+ +I+ 
I have read somewhere that Theodore 
Roosevelt coined some compound words 
that quickly went into the language. 
Can pou give me a few? 

H. L. Mencken, in “The American 
Lantguage,” lists; slome of them as fol- 
lows: streauous-life, n,ature-faker, 
pussy-footer, wea,sel-wo’rd, lOO’% 
American, hyphenated-A m e r i c a n, 
An~adas-Club. bia-s’t?c%.” 

Row long ago did the plants live that 
form coal fields? 

At least lO$OO,~OO rrs. 

How many legs has a caterpillar? 
There are only six, the others be- 

ing pro-legs. 
*k 4+ 4+ 

C like the way you cut a line between 
words and deeds. We need such les- 
sons, especially in internatlonal aflaIrs. 

At the same time, while I’m always 
careful to study words as they are 
translated into deeds, I aclcept the 
thought of Democritus, Greek nhilos- 
opher (460370 B.C.) .ithat “Words 
are the shadows of actions.” Many 

people cast the shadow, but fail to 
go beyond the shadow. Words and 
actions should harmonize. 

What are safety matches made of? I 
mean the kind that come in boxes and 
which must be struck on the side of the 
box to ignite. 

The head of a safety match is made 
of antimnny trisuphide, p&c&urn 
chlorate and powde_red glass. Glue 
is used to hold all three substances 
together. Many people have the idea 
that the place on which the safely ’ 
match is struck contains the same 
chemical combination as that which 
goes into. the head of the match. 
This is erroneous. The box on which 
the head is rubbed contains, red phos- 
phorus, antimony trisulphidme, man- 
ganese dioxide~+a&l glue. 

* * 
Is it necessary*to use a teaspoonful of 
tea to make a cup of tea? 

Many people hold to that idea, but 
it is wasiteful. A spoonful of tea 
ought to be enough to make from 
four to six cups of tea. Good tea 
usually goes farther than cheap tea, 
because the latter frequently contains 
too much sItem and leaves that give 
off lilttIe or no flavor. It’s oflen ecu- 
nomical to buy the best tea, and the 
careful housewife shoul&‘t hesitate 
about sIpreading it out to make as 
many cups as possible. And, speak- 
ing of e’conomy, take my advice and 
avoid buying tea in the form of made- 
up balls. That’s the most expensive 
way in the wgld,t” prepare tea. 

Is it proper to say H piyture was “tele- 
visioned”” 

The co&e& word is “televised.” 

What is meant by “footswallowing”? 
“Foots~wallowinj-?’ means you’ve 

said slomething y&i wish you hadn’t 
said. In his little book, “I Wish I 
Had Said That,” by Jack Goodman 
and Albert Rise, an amusing example 
of footswallowing is given, <as fol- 
lows : 

A young American who found him- 
self at a banquet sitting next to ithe 
disti$u:nishtd Chinese diplomat, Well- 
iugtol> Koo, was puzzled at what he 
might say to the Chinese. Anxious to 
gef; started, the American, with a 
recklessness that can come only with 
brash tactlessness, said “Likee 
soupee”? The diplomat, ever the 
gentleman, smiled and nodded his 
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head. A few minutes later, Mr. Ko 
rose to make a speech, which he de 
livered in perfect English. When h 
sat dolwn, the Chinese turned to th 
American and said: “Likee speechee” 

4 4 4 
When television is a practical success 
will the public call it that or some war 
like Radio? 

“Video” is the word that’s akead; 
in use, and it seems to be a good one 

: 4 : 
I’ve heard it c;i*limed ths Moses in th 
five bouks of the Peutateuch, shys no 
a word about a future life. Is that so 

Granting that Moses wrote the firs 
five books of the Bible-a point tha 
is strongly disputed by the Bible’, 
best stucJents---it’s true that, he no 
where mentions a future life, heaven 
hell, or future rewards and pun.ish 
meqts in another erisltence. As on’1 
who has qualified himself as a corn 
plete master of God’s will and inten 
tions, let me say it seems reasonable 
to assume the great Moses was t,oc 
busy getting the world started ti 
bother about where it was headed ani 
how God’s -children would end UP 
The obstetrician doesn’t concern him, 
selSf with the problems of the morti 
cian. 

: 4 4 
Is the Catholic’*Church consistent in it! 
stand against divorce? 

Not at all. Poor Catholics, oj 
course, must stay married if they art 
to remain in the good graces of the 
Church, but Catholics of extremr 
wealth can, by paying enough, gel 
their marriagz a;;#$ 

I have been advised by a friend to ga 
to a naturopathic sanitarium in Wiscon. 
sin. Can you tell me whether the meth. 
ods are of any value? 

be 
Any natu_ropathic sanitarium can’t 
anything but a center of quackery 

and public deception because the whole 
scheme of heatin’g is based on un- 
sound notions, hare-brained fads, and 
ignorant posturings. (This question 
was accompanied by a dollar for a 
personal reply, which was sent, but 
I use the article here ‘because I feel 
others may &#+intrsted.) 

What do you think af?he automobile 
insurance policy sold by Sears Roebuck? 

It’s excellent A good buy. 
4’4 4 

Do YOU approve of women who henna 
their hair? 

I haven’t noticed many of Iate, so 

I assume t.he henna business is out 
of style, whirh sounds like good news, 
becau_se I never thousght much of that 
attempt at “beauty.” The other day 
I heard a man tell a woman (both 
were gargling at a bar) that she 
couldn’t have him and hennaed hair 
at the s,ame time. When she asked 
why, he roar&l: “Rescnuse it makes 
you look like a; baGho;fe!” 

Could YOU tell ze where*1 could dispose 
of Verne old-time books of history nnd 
poetry, mostly leatherbound, and pub- 
lished prior to 1860? 

The fact that a book was published 
prior to 1860 doesn’t mean it has any 
exceptional value. The usual way of 
disposing of a private library is to 
call -in R dealer in second-hand &oks 
and ask him to make an offer. I 
don’t like to be the least bit discourag- 
ing, but I’m afraid t,he bid will prove 
Lower than expected-it always is. 
3n the average, the offer amounts to 
about 1Oc per volume, which is piti- 
fully small, but it’s about all a dealer 
:an pay, for he, in turn, disposes of 
;he volumes at prices much lower than 
arevailed when the volumes were pur- 
jhaseci by the reading public. (The 
usual fee came with this for a per- 
sonal reply, but the matter is printed 
lere for the ~2; vegnn.) 

Kow much does the U.S. Government 
,ay for tyue writers? 

The price of t.ypewriters was set 
)y Act of Congres,s at $70 per ma- 
:hine, which is about $50 less than 
;he regular retail price for a standard 
nachine. The manufacturers are al- 
yaps glad to fill orders at this s,pecial 
)rice because of the immense number 
!f machines bought ;by the go”pn- 
nent. 

4 4 4 
which poisonous snake does the most 
kiting in the U.S.? 

The rattler. Next is the copper- 
head. Third comes the cot,tonmouth 
or moccas’in. About 700 perso’ns are 
bitten each year, in this country, by 
poisonous snakes. 

4 4 4 
Do rattlesnakes have to coil in order to 
strike? 

No. 
4 4 4 

How often is a rattler’s bite fatal? 
Dr. Hiram E. Essex. in a bulletin 

entitled “Poisonous Animals and 
Their Poisons,” issued by Mayo Clin- 
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ic (of whimch the author is a staff 
member), says the more dangerous 
species of poisonous reptiles, during 
a two-year period, did damage as fol- 
lows: 475 persons were bitten by rat- 
tlesnakes, with 35 fatalities; 308 by 
copperheads, with one fatality; 82 by 
cottonmouths or water moccasiz!-, 
with five fatalities. 

At what distaze iza szake capable of 
striking? 

pear, even in a healthy individual- 
hunger,. weakness, nervousness, and 
convulsions; even coma and death, 
if the quantity lbe further reduced.” 

Is it a fact that it is not healthful to 
sleep on the left side? 

Snakes can strike from a distance 
a’bout half th:+r oyn length. 

+B 
It is claimed that l z certain toothpaste 
will cure pyorrhoea. Please comment. 

The notion has it that one shouldn’t 
sleep on the left side (because to do 
90 results in cramping the heart. 
There’s no sound authority for the 
superstition. Sleep on whichever side 
you feel like. The pump won’t act UP 
for that reason. 

: : : 
Is it true that*lt’s ynwi*sk to keep flow- 
ers in the bedroom because they let off 

There’s no toothpaste in the world 
that’11 cure this d$eas: 

l $+ l r* 
Can the USC of the much-advertised 
dentifrices prevent tooth decay? 

gases that can prove injurious. 

No. Brushing the teeth is all right, 
but it has nothing to do with prevent. 
ing decay. The popular slogan, “A 
clean tooth never decays” is false. 
Science is still to learn the cause of 
dfntal decay. 

The belief is nonsens#ical. August 
A. Thomen studied this superstition 
and wrote : “Some pers,ons think the 
alleged injuriousness is, due to the 
fact that flowers exhale carbon diox- 
ide and absorb oxygen, especially at 
ni,ght. Such individuals forget that 
that is jus#t what the pat.ient is d’oing, 
only many thousands of times more 
inte_nsively.” 

Certain hath salts are being advertised 
as cures for obesity. Have they any 
vaI1wl 

* * ++ 
What are the seven degrees of drunken- . 
ness? 

Persons suffering from obesity are 
asked-at a price-to rujb themselves 
with certain proprietory c’oncoctions 
or to put “reducing powders” in their 
bath, but they are worthless. Recent- 
ly, according to an article by August 
A. Thomen, the U.S. government an- 
alyzed a widely advertised treatment 
for obesity, which sold at, $20 per 
quart, and found it to contain a 
pound of powderid alum, 10 ounces 
of aEcoho1, and a quart of water, the 
water, of course, having been added 
to dissolve the “reducer.” The whole 
mess was a fake. Other preparations 
were found to contain epslom salt and 
washing soda, which are. worthless 
as reducers. 

: : : 
Does it mean ff petfson**has diabetes if 
he has sugar in his blood? 

Brewer’s “Dictionary of I’hrasle and 
Fable” gives the seven degrees of 
drunkenLess, as follows: Ape drunk, 
lion drunk, swine drunk, smlwp d’runk, 
martin drunk, goat drunk, fox drunk. 

* +?e +I+ 
Who coined the phrase “innocuous 
desuetude”? 

Grover Cleveland, in a message to 
Congress, March 1, 1886, originated 
the phrase in a passage which refer- 
red to laws that have been ur~eve~nly 
enforced for a time. as follows: “Af- 
ter an existence of nearly 20 years 
of almost INNOCUOS DESUETUDE 

There is always sugar in the ‘blood 
of a normal person, and if there were 
none he couldn’t survive. August A. 
Thomen says thaL s#ince an adult has 
about five quarts of blood, “he has 
approximately a teaspoonful of sugar 
circulat.ing throughout his body-a 
very small quantity indeed. If  this 
quaptity is redu’ced to 1/ a teaspoon- 
ful or less, distressful symptoms ap- 

these laws art brpghi forth.” 

Can you let il have Anatole France’s 
version of the prayer to Mary? 

The great French writer took the 
prayer thati ‘starts “0 Mary., con- 
zeived without sin,” and put it into 
the mouth of a s#mart virgin, this way; 

“0 Mary, conceived without. sin, 
help us to SE wghour concervmg.” 

HOW much moiey do the oil companies 
spend annually on advertising gaso- 
line, and where does it go? 

During 1936, the gasoline sellers 
spent $25,000,000 advertising their 
product, of which 41.2 percent ($lO,- 
360,422) went into newspapers; 26.4 
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percent into billboard advertising; 
15.1 percent into chain radio broad- 
casts; 11.9 percent into magazines, 
and the balance into miscellaneous 
methods of adyipg. 

: 
Do you conside:* nuts td‘be an essential 
part of the human diet? 

While I believe we could get along 
without nuts, I’d hate to be deprived 
of that pleasing, nourishing article 
of food. 

*:. * -t+ 
How much gross profit does a filling 
station make on a gallon of gasoline? 

Four cents. 
* 8 * 

Can one tell a rattlesnake% age by the 
number of its rattles? 

No. The, rattles have nothin,g to do 
I 

with the s’nake’s age. 

It continues to be reiterated by Dorothy 
Thompson and others that tbc policies 
of the Communist party in America and 
in all other countries are dictated by 
Moscow. To what extent, i’f any, is this 
true? 

I don’t believe Stalin wastes) five 
minutes each mnnt.h on, the policies of 
the Communist. part&w ont&Ie the 
‘Soviet Union. I sag this) out of re- 
s~pe’ct for th,e mian’s executive abil- 

- ity, for I feel certain that if Stalin 
were to t,ake a real interes~l in the 
Communist organizations of the U.S., 
France and a few o’ther countries, 
they would make som’ething of a show- 
ing instead of being the innocuous, 
futile, semi-conscious 08rganizations 
they happen to be in Western lands. 
I .Ctxl fairly certain that Stalin looks 
‘on Browder’s American organization 
as somebthing b,eneath his contempt. 
On the other hand, th:’ Communist 
leaders 09 France and the U.S. watch 
Moscow with the qeatest care, get,- 
tinE hints h,ere and there as to what 
might con,stitute the belst party line. 
though usually the line is pret6v un- 
certain. It seems to me that Stalin 
iq so anxious to do a good job at 
ho,m’e that he prefem to kelep out of 
foreisgn countries. where he has learn- 
Ed, from experience, that Russian 
~Communimm isn’t an enpnrtahle itmn. 
Of course this doesn’t mean he looks 
on happer&?? in Spain or China with 
complete indifferenre. Thev concern 
him deeply, and he would like to help 
them res&t Fas’cist in8vaslion and ag- 
gression, but he knows there are 
limits to him powczrs to SUCCOT the 

needy foreign’ers. It’s a fairly safe ass- 
3umption that Stalin w1T1 nevw real- 
ly cros,s lances with any foreign gov- 
ernment until something really de- 
structive is done to the Russian State. 
He’ll grumble and growl over Mus’so- 
lini in Spain and Japan in China, but 
so long as they keep their hand#s off 
t.he Snvid IJnion he’s, satislfied. Stalin 
?SI a hard-boiled realist. He has 
neit,her time nomr patience with day- 
dreamers. Idealism is all right in 
books, lbul in tvwyday life it’s an 
expensive luxury. Stalin will eacri- 
fice a hundred ideals #so long as RUS- 
&an soil is left unharmed. But strike 
at a single acre omf the Soviet Union’s 
vast domain and there’ll be hell to 
pay. Such being the truth-and I have 
a notion I’m on the right, track- 
Stalin domesn’t care a rap what hap- 
pens to the Communist organizations 
out&e his country. _ 

I have just !ii?she? rezing “The Plan 
in Action,” by a writer who signs him- 
self Earnest Sincere, and published by 
the Brandt Co., in Ill. This book praises 
Hitlerism and says that chemical analy- 
sis shows the blood of Jews is the blood 
nf a yellow race, not a white race. 
Please comment. 

There is!n’t a single s8cienti$ou$ 
established reputation who 
ever lhimk ol ‘endorsing such non- 
sense. Racial differences, can’t. be de- 
tected by chemical processes. In fact, 
s#cieatists generally agree that the 
blood of all races is precisely alike. 
Ordinarily I wouldn’t srtoop to notice 
such trash, except to’ cause a laugh, 
but in thme dqs of Fascist racialism 
it’s necessary to give space to counter- 
act the so-called arguments of pro- 
fes#sional deceiFrs*and; hate-mongers. 

What’s the PoL’s telephone number? 

Vat 69. 
* +3 43 

In her syndicated column of December 
1% 1937, Elsie Robinson declared: 
“Someone should revise Hell, bring it 
up to date, put the fear of it back intn 
9ur hearts again.” Please comment. 

It’s very hard to pay serious atten- 
tion to a writer who’ shovels out such 
intellectual garbage. Think of the 
mental bankruptcy of a journalist 
who seriously proposes that we return 
to a belief in some sort of infernlal 
region, where we spend an eternity 
geltting roaetesd for our sins. For- 
tunately, the people are learning to 
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think. They are beginning to realize 
that social and other problems won’t 
be solved by fear of Hell but, by real- 
istic faith in man’s own powers to 
grapple with ecomnomic, bu,siness, SO- 
cial and cultural maladjustments. In 
the old d,ays the so-called good people 
were sure they were headed for an 
everlas~ting orgy of bliss, while we 
poor sinners were sure to nurse an 
endllesls stream o#f blisters. But, those 
days are gone-;-fo;;ver4 I hope. 

Anatole Francl*said’: 9% our teaching 
be full of ideas. Hitherto it has been 
stuffed full of facts.” Do you agree? 

The education that stuffs heads, with 
facts without giving the st,udent the 
key to &e meaning o’f facts, is a lop- 
si’ded and usleless form of harning. 
But that doesn’t mean we can appre- 
ciat’e sn,d suggest ideas without a 
clear understanding of the essential 
Pa~ctz+ Pa&s are the IT~LW material of 
i&as. If  the facts are wrong, the 
ideas are cock-eyed. The most ter- 
rific noises I hear result when’ one 04 
my pet theories, colliders with a fact. 
Ideas are the ,cexpreNssion of true edu- 
cation, but they can degenerate intc 
mysticism when they rtrcn’t instru- 
mented with sound, verifiable data. 
The worst bore in the world, to my 
notion, is the, learned boor who reels 
off’ an endless stream 0%’ facts and 
figures, without the slightest knowl- 
edge elf what ideas such facts can 
suggest,. Education will be at its best 
when it seeks out the facts anld draws 
its conclusions or ideas, from such 
sources. Th,ei v&e man uses facts as 
tools, as a means to an end. 

4 4 4 
What’s your opinion elf New York’s 
sky-line? 

I’ve worked high up in som,e of the 
offices in downtown New York, and 
the view was majestic? especially to. 
wards the Hudson River when the 
great liners sail in or out. Or at 
night, when millions of lights are 0x1 
But I think that,‘s, the limit of my 
enthus~iasm. The idea of getting into 
an up-and-down machine to reach the 
56th floor, where one intends to sit 
down to a typewriter to turn oul some 
copy, sounds silly, as does the prac. 
tice of pouring hundreds of thousands 
of persons out of these imlmense struc- 
tures, to jam the streets and subways. 
Under certain conditions the New 
York sky-line is an impreslsive sight, 

mt as an example of city-p+ning 
t’s downright lunacy. Why this ma- 
lia to crowd so many gigantic struc- 
.ures into a small portion of a small 
sland? The trouble, you see, is with 
he capitalistic syskm, which creates 
In overcrowded condition in order to 
enhance realty values, and then has 
.o build skyscrapers in order to get 
he full lbenetit (or rather, profit) 
irom the congestion. thus making a 
)ad condition even more intolerable. 
l’ve been amused many times to see 
low other American cities, which 
lave no end of room, feel they must 
mitate New York City and have 
,htir own sky-line. In Kansas City, 
MO., during the pas’t decade, a whole 
mnch of s~kyscrapers have gone up, 
end if yrn~ travpl tn only *he 15th 
loor of any of them you can look out 
)n miles of prairie. Skyscrapers un- 
ler sulch conditions are idiotic even 
Irotm the viewpoint of capitaRstic 
:conomy. 

Frank Lloyd Wright, one of the 
vorld’s most distinguished architects, 
;poke as a guest-delegate to the First 
$11..Uaion Con’gress of Soviet Archi- ~ 
;ects, in Mo,scow, early in August, 
1!137, and paid his respects to the 
American skyscraper in the follow 
ng vigorous, and sensible, words: 

“Our much-praised achicvcmcnt in 
srnhitccture is the skyscraper. But 
what is the sky-scraper? Nothing 
more or less than the victory of 
engineering and the defeat of 
architecture. The steel carcasses of 
skyscrapers are raised, covered with 
a thin layer of stone slabs attach- 
ed to the steel in imitation of the 
s’onework of feudal towers. They 
are staggering, but false. Just 
as false as the economy which 
made possible their construction in 
congested areas.” 

4 4’4 
:an you tell me what has happened to 
Zerman universities under Nazi rule? 

I have given a cormiderable mass 
Ef data on’ this’ suhje’ct in my volumes 
18 qnenition~,2 amI answers, all from 
luthoNritat,ive sources. The, sh.owinlg is 
Norse than pathetic; it’s po,sitively 
.ragic. The glorious German univer- 
hities) are things of the past, gutted 
)y a gang of hoodlums. The plaint 
las b’een reached where the dean of 
1 once-great German universit,y now 
jlacidly informs a learned body that 
#he establishment’s interest ils no 
anger ti achieve “mere” truth but tx, 
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express the State’s ideology, which 
means, in so many words, that learn 
ing is cons,idered t,reason in Hitler. 
land. As for attendance, the figurer 
are appalling. Thme Uaiver&y OJ 
Hamburg, for inNstance, with almosl 
3,500 student,s, in the days of the Re 
pu!blic, IW)W has only 1,200. The en 
tire city of Berlin now has but 6,00( 
university stud,ents; Jena only 800 

The Manchester Guardian, Decem, 
ber 17, 1937, cont,ainls a Isetter fron 
F. Elwyn Jonis, who quotes a lettel 
he received from a German teachel 
in which tells albout the sad stat< 
of German culture in its uneven 
struggle with Fascist. militarism. WC 
learn, for example, that the best pro- 
fes~ao~rs~ have b’een dismisised for racial 
or political reasons, many of the vie 
tims bmeing kicked out because thes 
were con&e& too “li’beral.” Thi 
result is that the universities have 
bmeen unable to get profe8ss80rs to take 
the vacant places, some even aban- 
dlo’ning courses in mathematics, for- 
eign lan’guages and the classics. 
Where lectureIs used to be attended 
so beavi’ly that main auditoriums 
had to Ibe used by certain popular pro- 
fessor8s, today the studentsc-rarely 
more t,han two dozen in’ number- 
gathelr in small rooms. In the Ham- 
burg University, in 1037, o’nly tight 
students took foreign languages; 
only one studied the classics 

Qualitative declines have accom- 
panied quantitative drops, “mph: 
b,oth faculties’ and students. 
caliber of students is low. The 
German teacher’s, letter, to which I 
referred above and which I drew on 
for the facts in the previous para- 
graph, says! students ar’e judged by 
their political relia’bilitg and the posi- 
tions of tiheir parents in the Nazi or- 
ganizations, inst,ead of by true stan,d- 
ards of sscholarship. It’s common 
knlowledge that such young hoodlums 
even go so far as to tell their in- 
sltructorsl what 1rin.d of marks they 
are to receive when their papers are 
graded, and the professors obey, like 
so many mess8en&r boys. The j;,,ng 
men boast ompenly o’f ohheir ability to 

browbeat, the professors8 into getting 
marks that will pass them, when it’8 
generally agreed they couldn’t pass 
an ordinary high-school examination 
if comp&ed & commpete ab’ng the 
usual lines. No pro&asor who hopes 

to keep his job dare flunk these 
brazen -Nazis. - 

Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, Pre&- 
dent of Columbia University, in a re- 
port released on Dsecember 27, 193’7, 
paid his respects to institutions of 
higher education, in Fas’cislt countries. 
as- followo: 

“The nniveraitios in thoc;o c-nun- 

tries are in a state of coma. Some 
of these institutions were, not long 
ago, the world’s leaders in almost 
every fielrl af philn.ophy, of letters. 
of science and of the arts, but now 
their mouths are closed save to 
echo empty and futile formulas. 
The facts support Dr. Butler’s 

charges. Fascism is the sworn enemy 
of every precious heritage of civil- 
ization. 

Can you explain the crazy cavortings 
of Mayor Hague? 

There is method in the man’s mad- 
ness. Mayor Frank Hague, of Jers,ey 
City, N.J., is acting like a cockroach 
Muslsolini in order to attract, bu.siness 
to th’e city he rules like a czar, Every- 
time he locks up a union organizer 
or breaks, up a public meeting, the 
papers give him endlesls streams of 
free pnblicity, which he thinks can be 
casthed in on. He’s telling the labor- 
hating employers of the country-the 
bostses of the type of Tom Girdler- 
to bring their factories to Jersey City, 
where they will be guaranteed against 
“trouble,” against unionism, and pes- 
tiferous crackpots who actually be- 
lieve they have a constitutional right 
Lo speak their. mind’s. Hague says 
he’s thp 1s~ in .T~rwey Cit.y, and that 
no CIO trouble-makers or Commu- 
nists (that’s the favorite red her- 
ring of the peanut Hitlers) can open 
their Iraps in his private domain 
without getting some teeth knocked 
lut. The Tom Girdlers like that kind 
lmf a politician. Whether Hague has 
succeeded in bringing a substantia1 
number o,f new ‘businesses1 to Jer- 
sey City remains tie be seen. I doubt 
ie will get very far, on a long-term 
2roposition, because American labor 
:s’n’t so abject that it’ll acce’pt with- 
lut proteslt and effective opposition 
1 situation in which a political shys- 
;er claims he can deliver crews of 
workers to greedy employers to be 
exploited without thought of a decent 
;,tandard of livin’g. Jersley City is still 
:n the U.S., and its mayor will learn, 
in time, that the workers have votes, 
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and t,hat tho.se votes will be used to 
elect men who believe in supporting 
the Conlstitution and not usling it like 
cigarette paper. 

* $+ 4+ 
Do you believe in’ being skeptical at 
all times? 

Yes, skepticism is a won’derful bab- 
it of mind, and should be developed. 
Sskepticislm is an essential attribule 
of a civilized, cultured mind, for it 
is one of the keys to the exposure of 
t.he fRlsp 2nd the PnthrnnPment of the 
true. A doubter. if erounded on knowl- 
edlge and understaGing, is pretty sure 
to detect bunk. The deNbunker, there”. 
fore, is nothing more than a fir&- 
class. u’n-to-the-minute skeptic. But 
this hoel,&V, mean the doubt; of igno- 
rawe shonlrl he mcouraged~: only the 
doubts of intellirrence are worth hav- 
injg. For examcle, consider the un- 
fortunate and unintelligent skepti- 
cism of the old settler, w‘ilo, waLch%lg 
a trombone playler do his stuff, warn- 
ed his son: “Don’t let on you’re 
watchinvg him, but they’s a trick to 
it. He ain’t. r;:lly*swa$erin’ it.” 

Please comment on the truth in the 
book, “Assignment in Utopia,” by Ru- 
gene Lyons. 

I read this book with great atten- 
tion’, for it certainly is unlaydownable, 
but 1 couldn’t ,bnng myself to be- 
lieve all of it, though I confe#ss parts 
of it ssounded true enough. I don’t 
doubt that Mr. Lyons, was telling the 
t,ruth when he told how he had to 
get a special permit, to enter an ordi- 
nary public building, and how he was 
annroached bv twlo armed soldiers 
u;h’en he loiter”ed too lon#g in front of 
an, office of the GPU (secret police), 
hut. manv nf his other char&eq left 
rnf cold. “For example, when Ihe goes 
about the ibusliness of putting the 
stamp of cruelty on they lead& of 
the Soviet Union’ \by alleging that 
thousands of prisoners engaged on 
s’uch heavy work as digging canals 
and buildinlg railaoads are fed noth- 
ing but bread and water I couldn’t 
resist a resounding razzberry. I defy 
anly man to continue at heavy labor, 
after even three days, of a diet, of 
bread and water. 

I f  the Soviet Union could really 
thrlow off its fears over the in’tentions 
of its Fascist enemies it could show 
the world what, it means when 170~ 
000,000 people are given the economic 
freedom to create the material foun- 
dations of a new social order. True, 
there are manv thinlgs on the debit 
sXe, despite t& nn~~~ons, obstacles 
I have mentioned. but there are 
eno’ugh credit,5 to make the country 
an inspiration to every progrts:sive- 
minded perslon throughout the world. 
For exampl’e, much is made of the 
fact that the recent national elec- 
tions in Russia permitted the people 
to vo#t,e on only one 5et of candidates. 
We forget that in the U.S., when we 
had the experience.s of the American 
Revolution still in our minds,, we went 
3n year after year with only one slet 
3f candidatesi. It took years before 
the country reached t,he stage where 
3pposition candidates, or 5lates, clould 
be pre,sented before the electorat&. 
Furthermore, th’e Soviet Union will, 

I have shown time after time that 
the Soviet Union is a dictatorship 
which doeen’t tolerate freedom of 
speech, pr’ess, asembly, etc.. though I 
wag careful to explain on 5everal OC- 

Easions that there was a gradual move 
in the direction of democracy. SO, 
while Mr. Lyons offers proofs after 
pro’of of Soviet dictatorship over the 
leussian itiellect and spirit-though 
some of hi5 allegation,s leave me 
cold-1 can only s;y that the5e bad 
clonditions may be changed in time, 
s,ometh,ing which Mr. Lyrol4s: is at 
great, pains’ to deny and branrl as im- 
possible. 

I have never nictured the Soviet 
Union as a parac%se of <he workers, 
and I don’t need Mr. Lyons book to 
tell me the fa& again. But there 
are great achievement5 to the credit 
of the Soviet Union, which Mr. Lyons 
prefers to beli&e, misrepresent or 
ignore. The industrial picture--and 
I have pre.sented hundreds of reports 
and reliable statistics during the past 
few years-shows steady, even rapid, 
progres5, considering the fact that 
the Bolchevilrn t’oolr over B count;ry 
that was in ruins? in d’efeat, its In- 
dus#tries so much Junk, and its spirit 
almost dead. The harvest. after ao 
many year’s of war, civil war. inter- 
national oNpposition, blockade, inva- 
sion, famine, is impres5ive,. forwh; 
years of actual con5~mct1ve 
have been few indleed. And these few 
years of building a new society have 
been accompanied by uninterrupted 
fears of Fasci’st invasion from L.he 
West and East. 
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of neces#sity, be much slower in reach- 
ing the stage of opposition candidates 
because the fundamen)t,al law of that 
country is ,the esta:blishment of ‘a 
classles8s society. When political omr- 
ganizations can’t branch off becau#se 
of class differences, as we do in cap- 
italistic countries, the development of 
an opposfition must naturally take 
time, and then, when it arrives,. it 
can only be on the question of which 
se& of candidates or which individual 
candidate is more efficient and there- 
fore more enltitled to office. 

We have political movemems that 
represent different classes because we 
have a class-organked society-finan- 
ciers, industrialisits, middle classes, 
trades’men, speculators, pro9essionab4, 
farmcm, wnrk~rn, and t,hn like. Ru,s- 
&a, so l#ong as she remains true to 
the forms of a classless society, will 
be without such political manifesta- 
tions. 

This’ doesin’t, mean that I say that 
everything Stalin doles is right. 1 
wish I could. Many of his ada are 
highly dlebatable, but in all fairmss 
we must admit that the man is a tre- 
mendous organizer and a brilliant 
tzv3zutive who knows how to got 
things done, even! though his m,ethods 
are subject to the most extreme criti- 
cism. The Soviet Union will never 
take on the po’litical forms of capital- 
istic countries for the reasons I’ve just 
mEntioned, unlesis Stalin an#d his fel- 
low executives, have it in mind to 
lead Russia in, the direction of Fasc- 
ism, whicl I doubt, or towards Capi- 
talisjm, which I reject in toto. No in- 
dividual or group will be permitt 
g a3r;zse a return to Capitahsm or 

7. *N , even within the politilal 
right6 listed in the, new Constitmtin~n. 
That’s definite, it seem,s to me. Op- 
position, in Rus#sia, must be limited 
to an appeal for election because of 
one’s bet,ter abihty to build’ the new 
economy, not on the reactionary pro- 
gram of Faslcislm or a return to pri- 
vatc Capitsrlism. Mmrh of the opposi- 
tino 1 hear and read is based on this 
misapprehension of the situatio’n in 
Ru,ssia. 

Mr. Lyons hasn’t ?xen irl Russia 
for a number of years. His! book tells 
of what he saw, or thought he saw, 
years ago. I don’t doubt that many 
of the harsh things he stays are true, 
but I insist he dloesn’t give the whole 
picture. His deep hatr.ed makes him 

reject the good and the sound. Space 
doesn’t permit me, to catalogue those 
worthwhile achievemen’& but I know 
that the readers who have been fol- 
lowing my reports, on the Soviet Un- 
ion during the past five or six years 
-all of which will Ibet found in my 
12 volumes of questions and answers 
-realize that the st,ory can’t be all 
gloom. Th,ere are manay bright spots. 
But Mr. Lpons, prefers to shut his 
eyes to them. In this, he is unfair 
and 11nr.4inble. A good reporter 
doesnyt paint only the shadows. He 
tries to describe the constructive as 
well as the destructive, the bright 
as well as, t,he dlark, the uplifting as 
weal as< the depressing. I don’t mean 
to infer that Mr. Lyons is dishonest. 
I believe he is well-intentioned. but 
it seems clear to this reviewer that 
he has permitted his unconscious 
prejudices to move him to an incom- 
plete, unfair, distorted narrative. 

As this issue goes to press word comes 
from Washington, D.C., that Solicitor 
Karl A. Crowley, of the postoffice de- 
partment, has cited the Associated Ad- 
justers, of Milwaukee, to appear at pro- 
ceedings on whether or nott the govern- 
ment shall issue a fraud order and deny 
the concern the use of the mails. This 
action undoubtedly came as the result 
of numerous complaints made by Free- 
man readers who acted on the Free- 
man’s article describing what appears 
to be a rank racket. Here is just one 
more demonstration of The Freeman’s 
power-through its active, alert readers 
-to get constructive action from the 
authorities and thereby help the public 
from being deceived. As explained be- 
fore, the Associated Adjusters adver- 
tised widely for applicants, who were 
expected to pay $5 for the “privilege” 
of having their names listed on a di- 
rectory, from which the great insur- 
ance companies were to select their ac- 
cident adjusters at $1 per hour and all 
expenses paid. There was no evidence 
offered to show that any company was 
availing itself of this “opportunity” to 
use the suckers who had paid the Mil- 
waukee outfit the 
five-spot. 

much-snnght-nmfter 
‘Listing the name of each 

registrant was the limit of the obli- 
gation of the Associated Adjusters. One 
Freeman reader-nnt a subacriber-hap- 
pened to see the March issue and read 
about the Associated Adjusters at pre- 
cisely the time when he had already 
filled out an application blank and had 
arranged to remit $5. So grateful was 
he for this paper’s information-which, 
by the way, saved him from parting 
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with his $5-that he subscribed on hiE I 
Own. Other readers wrote strong let. 
ters of protest to Washlngtuln, with the 
result that ofiicial action was taken 
This is just one more illustration of how 
a free, independent, unsubsidized pa- 
per is able to serve its public. Inci. 
dentally, the subsidized newspaper 8 

continued accepting the advertisement; 8 

of the Associated Adjusters right nl 
to the time the postottice departmen : 

took action. So long as they were shrr I 

ing in the racket they saw no reason fo r 
warning their readers against a palp 
able misuse cif the mails. 

Are any insect: tr&ed*to fight in thi b 
same way that fighting roosters arc 
trained to give one another a knock 
out? 

The only fighting insect I know 0: F 
is the cricket, which is train4 to figh! 

! !  by Chinese sports, who bet as mud 
as $100,000 on the outcome of a “go.’ 

, 

* +& +% 
In the last Freeman I reported hou 

; the U.S. government, as the result 01 
protests by Freeman readers, had taker L 

action against Father James R. COX 
for running a lottery and fraudulenl t 
use of the mails. This was another vie 
tory fmr Freeman readers. It was onlJ 

E after we had caused the priest’s arresl 
by the federal authorities thal th* 
newspapers saw fit to give the public 
the facts regarding this holy man’s ac. 

I ; tiviti;;i,c:; now comes out, according tc 
in the Pittsburgh (Pa.) 

g&s January 9 1938, that not on14 ’ 
did F’ather Cox uie the mails for a gi. 
gantic lottery-in which the first prize 
was for $25,000-but actually saw to if 
that the prizes went to insiders, in 
&ding relatives of the promoters 01 
the lottery. One office employe-the 
daughter-in-law of one of Father COX’E / 
assistant promoters-worked in the !  j 

, . 
priest’s office and came out a winner 
of a $500 prize. Most a#f the prizes Went I 
to Los Angeles, where the promoters / 1 

who worked with Father Cox came from, 
’ i though the great bulk of the lottery 

tickets were sold in Pittsburgh, Pa., 1 
where Father Cox’s church is located. 1 
This can mean only one thing-that 
the bulk of the awards were kept from 1 

wing to that deathless aorker, the Hon. 
John Public. The whole scandal stinks t 

to Father Cox’s heaven. Incidentally, 7 

Father Cmx isn’t as defiant of the au- 
lhorities as hc showed himself to be 1 

when first arrested. He now realizes ‘i 
that the robes of religion have been I 
torn aside to reveal a mess of rotten 1 
money-grubbing. And it was Freeman 
rea,ders who first “squawked” to the 1 
government, as it was The Freeman it- 
self which was the first paper in the i 

country to call attention to Father 
Cox’s racket. Et happened that Cox’s 
lotte:y literature came to l’hc F~CCIIXIII 
through the ordinary channels of the 
mail service, which caused the editor to 
write a brief but pointed article that 
told the facts and brought enough ac- 
tion to force the authorities into the 
mood for the prosecution of the lead- 
ers (holy and lay) of a criminal scheme 

New inquiries into the activities of 
Father James R. Cox, atf Pittsburgh, 
Pa., show that in addition to running 
several crooked lotteries he is the ‘chief 
owner of a night club, at which liquor is 
sold and hotsy-totsy, steaming strip-tease 
artists, helped swell the priest’s “char- 
ities,” a word used to cover his under- 
world racketeering. Father Cax and his 
promoters-all of whom have been ar- 
rested by the federal government for 
mailing 2,500,OOO lottery tickets, each 
“worth” $1, thraugh the mails-not 
only ran an illegal contest hut conspired 
to defraud ticket buycra by arranging 
to have the main prir,es go to insiders. 
A few small. prizes went to the public 
-none over $50-but these awards were 
never paid. Father Cox, whose greed 
far money leads him into aImost any 
form of underworld racketeering, sent 
notices to the “legitimate” winners that 
infolmrd them they had won prizes rind 
enclosed receipts for them to sign, but 
failed 10 s::nd the money. Lost of the 
suckers signed the receipts and thus were 
unable lo cullact Ihe Iaw dullarv Cux 
and his fellow-criminals had kept from 
a framed set of inside winners. In some 
instances, according to federal investi- 
gators, prizes went to insiders who 
hadn’t even gone to the trouble or ex- 
pense of entering the contest. At first, 
Father Cox presented a brazen front to 
the law, but when evi,dence started to 
pile ap that Cox and his fellow-criminals 
were up against the real thing, he 
changed his tone and let it be known 
that he was the “tool and food” of his 
promoters. In all these rackets-the 
latest lottery was only one of a series- 
the priest used the religious appeal, 
playing up every possible “sacred” 
tngle, including the distribution of tin 

\ 

nedals blessed b$ the priest and offered 
Ps protection against motor car colli- 
eions, blow-outs and skids during wet 
Feather. Pittsburgh newspapers, at this 
writing, are giving a great deal of space 
:o Father COX’S ventures into the trim- 
nal worl,d, but it’s interesting to note 
:hat a study of their pages before The 
Freeman first exposed Cox shows not 
L singIe line about the priest’s activities. 
:t was only after The Freeman exposed 
.he lottery, and Freeman readers caused 
;he federal authorities to act, that the 
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Pittsburgh press jumped into1 what i8 
one of the biggest stories in the city’) 
church history. The various facts man 
tioned above-particularly those deal 
ing with Father Cox’s hot joints am 
framed “win-lists”-come from recen 
issues of Pittsburgh dailies, which have 
at last, jumped on a story that shoulc 
have been expl$ted< mo;;hs ago. 

+ 
Is there any factual basis for lhe corn 
mon belief that truck drivers cause 
more than their share of accidents be 
cause of carelessness, road hoggishness 
sleeping at the wheel, and general neg 
ligence? 

Dr. Mi’ller McClintock, of the Hap 
vard Bureau of Traffic Res’earch, oui 
greatest authority on the problems oj 
motor car traffic, insists that trud 
drivers instead of bein’g reckless, arc 
really “the gentlemen of the road.’ 
I believe there was a time when 
truck drivers, were road hogs, and 
all other sorts nf burl t,hin,gs, bul 
something has happened to change 
all that during the past few years, 
Today, it seems to me. they conduct 
themselves in a way that commands 
respect and admiration. My only ob- 
jection to them--and here they’re not 
tn hlamp--is the fart t,hat they are 
compelled to work too many hours at 
a stretch, witlh the dan’ger that they 
may fall asleep at the wheel. Only 
the ol2ht.r day a truck driver deliver-- 
ed som’e envelopes at this office, and 
the way he wobibled led me to be 
lieve, at first, that the man was 
drunk, but- I soon realized he. wa’s 
sufferin,g from an acute attack of 
fatigue. After asking him a few 
yues8tions I learned he hadn’t left hia 
truck s,ince starting on his trip from 
Chicago, something like 700 miles 
away A man who has to hold down such 
a shift can’t lbe blamed if he falls 
asleep, for the real culprit is the com- 
pany that owns the fleet. of machines. 
Outside o’f that, they are, as Dr. MC- 
Clin’tock reports, “gentlemen of the 
road,” givinig oncoming traffic more 
than its half of the road and moving 
over whenever some motorist in the 
rear wants, to pas#s around. 

+z+ * + 
mea greater intelligence make for 
greater morality? 

When the average American slpeaks 
o,f mor’ality he has in mind sexual be- 
havior. Sexual behavior can certain- 
ly be immoral, if a person acts with- 
out regard for the rights of &MXS. 

Such a concept belongs to a natural 
morality instead of conventional 
habits of thought or conduct. But 
true morality goes far beyond sexual 
conduct. Morality, in its scientific 
sense, 
honor, 

means love of justice, truth, 
kindliness, fair play, self 

disciipline, and the like. Taking this 
broiader view of morality it’s safe to 
gay that superior moraaity goes with 
higher intelligeace, as Dr. Ira S. Wile 
pointed out in a re’cent article, The 
overage conwntinnnl. orthodoa-mind- 
ed person who notices that people of 
higher intelligence frquently show 
small regard for theocratic noltions of 
sex jump to the conclusion that such 
people are immoral. Thus do they 
fail to judge the men and women of 
Treater intelligence hy the higher 
:odes of ethics, social consciousness, 
Yoleration, progressiveness, open- 
nindedness, and the moral qualities 
lisited in an e,arlier sentence. Dr. 
Wile’s brief comment on this ques- 
lion throws light in dark places, as 
will be seen by reading his words 
)elow: 

“Is an intelligent person more 
l’kely to have a high moral stand- 
ard than a stupid one? Dr. Clara 
1~. Chasell, of Columbia University, 
says ‘Yes.’ After a long study of 
many types of people, she reported 
1 hat college students who did well in 
scholastic work were usually supe- 
rior morally to students with poor 
results. 

“Intelligence, Dr. Chase11 found, 
was an asset in developing un- 
selfiishness, loyalty, justice, the 
courage of one’s convictions, self- 
control, reliability and interest in 
sorial welfare. 

“Lewis Terman, the well known 
psychologist who has made a special 
study of gifted children, found that 
they rated higher in moral traits 
than youngsters of average intelli- 
gence. 
other 

Hartshorne and May, two 
investigators, noted that 

cheating, lying and stealing in- 
creased among children as their 
level of intelligence decreased. 

’ The same relationship between 
in’elligence and morality shows up 
in many crime surveys. Of 500 
ciminal youths studied by Sheldon 
Glueck, 44 percent were mentally 
dull or feeble minded.” 

It takes greater intelligence to 
earn to distinguish true morality 
ram conventional morality, to know 
which acts will work to the hurt of 
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others and which acts aren’t to be 
construed as wrong merely beclause a 
theocratic moralist says they are. As 
Herbert Spencer states the case in 
one of his essays, “Aibsolulte moral- 
ity is the regulation of conduct in 
such a way that pain shall not be 
inflicted.” Or as Israel Zangwill 
puts it, in his “‘Children 09 the Ghet- 
1~“; “Mura1it.y was made for man, 
not man for mzorality.” 

+F 
DJ you believe*: pzson should so con- 
duct himself that he will never have 
a single enemy throughout life? 

The fellow who cosnduct’ed himself 
that way would have to be a nonent- 
ity, a moron, a hypocrite, a coward or 
a time-server. Any person who 
amounts t,o anything must have a 
crop of enemies, and the bigger the 
crop the b’etter. As for myself, let 
rn’e say, without boasting, tihat I’ve 
always been pyoud of the kind of 
enem,ies I attract. I’lm vary careful 
to see they are the right brand. For 
example, nothing flatters me nmre 
than the thought that a canleer quack 
of the caliber o,f Norman Baker is 
one of my most ardent enemies. 
Imagine mv shame and chargin if 
Norman Baker were to advertisle over 
his radio station that I’m one of his 
friends! I’d die of mortification. I 
a,coapt Dorm Piatt’s dictum, ‘(A man’s 
greaat.nesss can be measured by his 
enemy.” And, while I’m at it, ht me 
quote another line from the same 
source: “The man who has no enemies 
has no folloswinlg. ” As Oscar Wilde 
put it, “A man cannlot be too careful 
in tihe choice of his enemies.” 

: 4+ 9 
Please look dzin from your heaven15 
throne and tell us poor mortals wha! 
we should think about alfalfa salad. 

A st’rong effort is being made in 
Texas’ alfalfa belt to get humans tc 
eat the hay as a health salaId. Dr. 
Victor Heiser st,arted the pro,paganda 
when, on his return from Africa, he 
said some of the natives over there 
eat alfalfa nnrl lib it,. He n&%4 that 
“Alfalfa sa’lad is delicious and rich 
in inorganic salts, of which the body 
never has enough.” An El Paso So- 
cietv of gourmets put alfalfa &ad 
on ‘its next menu, but with rf’sults 
that should prove discouragiag to 
the interests that would like to slee 
alfalfa takp its place with celery and 
lettuce. The go,od and patrio’tic 
Texans tackled &aping portions and 

pretended (for the benefit of the 
presls) that it was as good as any- 
thing t,hat ever came out of the finest 
:afe) in Paris, but privately they ad- 
mitted the stuff was goshawful. I 
haven’t tasted any yet, but it’s my 
feeling (and here only ortho’dox con- 
srvatism may be sIppeaking) that al- 
falfa should be saved for tihe COWS, 
whu have learned thtl neat trick of 
turning it into delicious milk. SO, if 
vou don’t mind, I’ll take my alfalfa 
in the fo#rm of ‘a glass of milk. 

Can you name* the animal which has 
the most voracious apetite? 

The honor falls1 to an insect-the 
little c’aterpillar of a polyphemus, 
which, during the first 48 hours of its 
life, eats food that equals 86,000 
times its own weighl al the time of 
its birth. Edwin Way Peale, in his 
b,o’ok, “Grassroot Jungles,” slays if 
this were translat.ed into human 
terms “you have a lo-pound man- 
baby eating, in its first 48 hours, a 
herd of 860 cows eaclh weighing half 
a ton. Other insects are voracious, 
notably the praying mantis and the 
dragon-fly, which eats its own weight 
in fli& in two hours, and is sometimes 
so hungry t,hat it mbbles its own tail; 
but none matches the p~olyphemus 
caterpillar.” That makes the water 
snake, which swallowed a three-pound 
frog in 15 minutes, something of a 
dilletante, though if we were to do 
the same thing we’d have to down a 
50-pound steak in that short time, 
and that would be something of a 
trick at any ganz ea?g contest. 

I know you are a great reader-your 
editing and writing prove that-so please 
oblige me with some words on reading 
in gcncml. 

An, e;perienced pead’er soon learns 
to be selective. He knows pretty well 
at a glance if a certain book will be 
worthy of his fullest attention or * 
onfly of partial reading, or no read- 
ins at all. As Lord Bacon said: 
“Sume buuks are to be tasted, othsers 
to be swallowed, and some few to 
he chewed and d’igested: that is, some 
books are to be read only in parts, 
others to be read, but not curiously. 
and som.9 few to’ be read wholly, and 
with dsiligence and attention.” 

I read a great deal, as my corre- 
spondent ass#umes#, but I incsist tlhat I 
shall enjoy a book. Never read a book 
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because you have to, or because yol 
fteld;t’s the right and prpper thini 

I f  you read, do it for thf 
pleas&e you get, out of it, not becausl 
you want to become a better citizen 
or a superior moral and inteUectua 
guide. If  a book tires, put it aside 
It can’t do you much good. A good 
book is always as interesting asi lift 
its,eilf, or, as Herbert Spencer put it 
“reading is seeing by proxy.” I f  t#hl 
book shows’ th’e author was cockeyed 
don’t strain your eyes and brain fol 
lowing him, for he’ll make you cock 
t’yed too. 

I like to read in bed. For almos 
40 years I’ve followed that luxury 
especially on cold nights. Even wher 
I go to beld dead tired I do some read, 
ing before turning ant the, light. Ml 
idcla of heaven is a large bed (wit1 
a good mattresls, of course), plenty 
of tobacco, s’everal pipes to selec: 
from, a jar filled with cigars, a ligh 
th’at’s just right and that’s set ir 
exactIy the right place-and a gooc 
book. Eugen’e Field expressled thr 
same idea in his “Love Affairs of : 
B+bliomaniac,” with “all good and trut 
book-lovers practice1 the pleasing ant 
iwproving avocation of ireading ix 
bed.” 

While I always insist that reading 
be pleasurable, I avoid superficial, in. 
ferior, merely entertaining time..kilL 
ing books. I don’t insist that a booE 
b.e serious. but I stand pat on de. 
manding that tlhel volume I’m to spend 
time on be sincere and that it shal: 
soon prove that its author had some 
nen,sible, intelligent purpose, and, point 
in gettmg the writing done. I have 
no time to waste on the literature of 

escape. I want my books to be true 
and hone&. Books written by block- 
heads should be read by blockheads, 
said Lord Chesterfield, and h’e utter. 
ed a mouthful there. My id’ea of a 
real book is one that moves me to 
want to w&e. Such a book may be 
filled with ideas of which I disap- 
prove, but thle bouk is wurth while to 
me if it serves as an electric button 
to set off my brain and put me in 
the mood for setting out of bed and 
poundming my own notions on th,e 
nearby typewriter. I consid’er a book 
excellent when its slentences8 send my 
brain on an e;plor$im* o’f its own.. 

I often see aedvktisements of perfumes 
that sell for $15 and even $20 per 
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ounce. What is there about these per- 
fumes that’s better than moderately 
prliced articles? 

Dr. Char#les F. H. Allen, chemist, 
East.man laboratories, in a paper read 
before the Rochester, N.Y., chapter 
of the Amtrican Chemical Society, 
made tihe flat assertion that the per- 
fumes) sold in 5c and 10~ stores1 are 
better “than the ki& uJT which the 
anmcient an,d medieval lovers of lux- 
ury and Ibeauty were willing to pay 
its weimght in gold.” Dr. Allen show- 
ed that natural oil of ros’e sells at 
$175 per pound, while synthetic oil 
of rose sells at only $22.50. “The most 
delicate noste,” s#aid Dr. Allen, “can- 
not tell the diffclrence between the 
two.” Dr. Allen co’ntinued: 

“Perfkes made from flowers have 
a base of essential oils. Each oil 
may average as many as 25 compo- 
nents, some more important than 
others. It is far hnrdcr to anslvze 
a vitamin or hormone than one- of 
these oils.” 

Dr. Allen then explained that chem- 
ists have learned not only to analyze 
the constituen.ts of oils but are now 
able to produce thqm by synthtetic 
means. “MO& of the cheap good per- 
fumes rely on thes’e synthetic prod- 
ucts for their scent,” he said. “Musk 
is the indispensable base! o’f perfumes. 
And musk was synthesized long ago.” 

Sinae experts. can’t tell the differ- 
?nlce between cheap and expcm’sive 
perfumes, it behooves cormumers to 
3uy only l’ow-prieed bottles, shopping 
iround intelligentily until they find 
;he brand and scqnt that please them. 
Cheap perfume, properly used, is all 
right; it’s’ when, a perslon simply 
‘pours, it o’n” that neighbors turn up 
hm@ir noses and talk about “cheap 
itinks.” I f  perfumes that. sell at $20 
tn ounce were uslc\d th.e same yay 
.hey too would make a perslon exude 
end offensive odor in,stead of a pleas- 
lnt aroma. 

Needles~e to say, the average n~~lrs- 
laper prefers. to ignore con~aumer 
lata like the albove, because it’s com- 
Jelled to catcrr to the depart.ment 
tares (heavy advertisers) who find 
hey can, make larger profits from the 
listiribution of perfumes offereNd at 
Nutrageous prices. They have actual- 
y  convinccld millions o,f wo’men that 

perfume sholuld’ be judged, first of 
111, by it,s high price, and that if it% 
bered at a low or moderate price it 
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can be o,nly very bad or merely fair- 
to-middlina. If  the average newsna- 
per were To print an item-containing 
.the facts 8preslent8ed above, the adver- 
tising managers of the large d’epart- 
ment stores would be on its neck in 
no time, demanding a change of 
tr,eatment under the threat of remov- 
ing advertisinlg copy. This is just 
one more argument for a really free, 
independent pressco’ne that never 
fails to con,sider the best in’terests! of 
the cnns,nmer. I rflpeat my f2vnrit.e 
sermon-do your share of the work 
of building up such a truth-telling 
press. The remedy is in your hands. 
Use it. 

political or social dissidents. It means 
that a certain act is to be performed 
-like destroyimz s;omel o’bject or aas 
sassinating borne individual ruler o&r 
symbol of rulenship-in order to call 
attention, to some -parti’cular idea od 
set of ideas. Thus, when Alexander 
BerLman. in the last auarter of the 
19th C&ury,, fired som’e shots at the 
great ca’pitalist, Frick, his purpose 
wasn’t to commit an ordinary crime 
of violence but to call atten,tion to 
r&t.r~tnin grimwncw of the workers. 
Nihili& who want’ed to end Czarism 
fiollowed the theory that constant at- 
tempts’ at, “propaganda of the dmeed” 
-assassinations o,f the royal family 
or powerful figures in the State- 
~oultl serve the end’s of the honed-for 
revolution. The Serbian consdirators 
who planned the assassination of the 
Austrian c8rown prinsce in June, 1914 
were indulging in “propaganda of the 
deetl.” It represlents1 the attempt to 
advance a ;evo’lutionary, or other, 
phil’osophy by resortinsg to’ some: di- 
re,&, overt act. However, this’ doesn’t 
nez,n that o.nlly revolutionists8 of the 
Left can indulge in “propaganda of 
:he deed.” It can be used by the =ex- 
;rqne Right ag well, as in the case 
If Fascist acts of violcnjce, particu- 
larly the ion#e which resulted in the 
zs;der of Austria’s chancellor, Doll- 

I’ve heard that’ a skunk’ will1 eat hairy 
caterpillars. Do they swallow it whole, 
irritating hairs included? 

The shunfk is quite clever when he 
dlecides t’o sup on a hairy caterspillar, 
rolling t,he inswt, on t.he grmud wit,h 
a gentle motion which strips the pest 
of itq hairs withut crushirx its bodv. 
It s&ms the slkunk is berg with his 
knowleld’ge, according to Karl P. 
Schmidt, of the Field Museum of Na- 
tural H.sltory, who s’ays he raised two 
young slkunks on the hot,tl,~. Prom 
early infanfcy to nefar-maturity they 
weren’t sho,wn anv woollv caternil- 
lars, and then when finall; presenied 
with sume of these inse’cts the skunks 
proceeded to dehair them as though 
they knew alIz abtut *them. 

What is the &*Eer%ze *between propa- 
ganda and agitati#on? What is meant by 
“propaganda of the deed”? 

Propag-anlda, as I’ve cxplaincd in 
other articles, is the use or misuse 
of the p#rinted or spoken word, pic- 
tures, mu&z, etc., to’ cause the public, 
or a part of the public, to accept a 
doctrine, dogma, theory, line of 
thought. viewaoint. codfe of behavior. 
and ‘ihe like. -Agitition, on the othe; 
han#d, isI the ‘direct attemnt to incite 
immediate action. Fo’r &ample, 8 
propagaadist may try to convince thr 
working people-through Wtures, ar- 
ticles. botoks, etc.-that their beti in, 
terests’ reslt with un,io&m. An agita- 
t.nr flie,s over such lonlg-term activities 
anld concenltrates all efforts on, an im- 
med’iat’e strike! or some other form of 
protest or deman,d. 

“Propaganda of the deed” is a 
phrase used mainly amonfg Anar- 
chists, terrorists, nihilists, and such 

1 cnn’t understand why it was necessary 
~OI Madame Curie to come to the U.S. 
to accept a gram of radium, Didn’t she 
control the patents? 

Madame Curie, who, with her hus- 
>and, discovered radium-on,e ob bhe 
Treatest achievements in the history 
)f science-refused to pate& the 
WOCWSR to nrndnr?n, rndinm. The. irlea 
if makinlg money frtom radium never 
mtered their minds. “It would be 
:osntrary to the scientif%c spirit,” 
raid Madame Curi’e,. And this noble 

thought was expressed at a time when 
she was, very poor, as she’ and her 
husband were poor all their lives. 
Denied th’e supiport ‘they &served, 
they conducted their vast, seemistgly 
Endless experimen’ts in a lab’oratory 
that was hardly 1nore than it &led. 
Untable to hire anyone: to do the rough 
work. Madame Curie herself took care 
of thk fire and shlovelled tonIs of pitch- 
blend* ore in order to extract the tiny 
bit of radium that was to establish 
the,ir fame as benefactors ti the hu- 
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man race. Dr. Einstein, in speakim 
of her, uttered these beautiful words 
“Marie C urit! is, ‘UP all celebraLe1 
beinlgs, the only one whom fame ha: 
not corrupte,d.” 

When is our population expected tc 
reach 150,000,000? 

Dr. Louis I. Dublin, s~tatistidan 
Metropnlit.nn T.ife Tnmran~ce Cnm 
pany, our highest authority on popu 
lation trends, predicted, in 1931, thai 
the US. would have a population ol 
148,000,OOO in 1970. Not that it. har 
anything to do with so serious a ques 
tion as population, but this consrtanl 
growth reminds me of the silly story 
of the house-fly who went walking 
with her daughter on the shiny bald 
h’ead of a s#leeping man. “My darling 
&ug11Ler,” she currlrrltrltt!d, “here you 
finId a case of how things change in 
this world. When I was1 your age! 
this was only2 fo:tpa+th.” 

*a+ 
A scientist connzted with General 
Foods pooh-poohs the idea that concen 
tVated food tablet,s are on the way. 
Please comment. 

Lewis W. Waters, who is in charge 
of thme research labo’ratories of Gen- 
ma1 Foods, tells lovers of the art of 
eating that concentrated food tablets 
won’t supplant juicy steak dinnjers 
“because it would mean that they’d 
have to eat every day three pi& the 
size of base’balls.” I have respect 
for Mr. Waters, but if I we,re he I’d 
refrain from such sweleping predic- 
tions. Tlo begin with, such generaliza- 
tions are! outs%e the scientific spirit. 
A few days ago I saw an announce- 
men’t is,sued by Albt and Lewis,, Inc., 
which said it had ready for commer- 
cial distributiion “a nlew product 
known 5~s Clam Broth Pennies, elIam 
broth in tablet Fo8rm, 10 for 1Oc.” 
That’s getting perilously close to tell- 
ing Waters to shut his mouth and get 
back to his te*y tubes. 

+t+ *r 
Some years ago I read a letter written 
by a landlord to a prospective tenant 
who had made inquiries regarding the 
W.C. Can you give me the text of this 
amusing piece of nonsense? 

The way I heard it, a younjg couple, 
about tlo bc# married, went hous,e- 
huntin’g in the country. On their way 
home the young woman, fell into deep 
meditation, which caus’ed the young 
man to ask why she was so sil’ent. 
She replied that she liked the last 

I 

; 
5 : 

house they had inspected, but d’idn’t 
remember having seen anjy W.C., by 
which she meant the wat,er closet. 
Recalling that he too hadn’t seen such 
an outsfit he wrote to the lan’dlord 
asking where the W.C. was) located. 
The landlord, who didn’t know what 
W.C. meant, concluded that his pro- 
spective tenant was referring to the 
Wesdeyan Church. Accorclingly, he 
replied as follows: 

“Dear Sir: I regret very much the 
delay in cmswcring your letter, but .I 
have the pleasure to inform you 
that the W.C. is locate,d nine miles 
from the house, on a good paved 
road, and is capable of seating 240 
people. This is unfortunate for you 
if you are in the habit of going 
regularly, but you will be glad to 
know that il number of people take 
their lunch and make a day of it. 
Others who can’t spare the time go 
by auto, but generally they are in 
such a hurry that they cannot wait. 
The last time my wife and I went 
was six years ago, and we had to 
stand all of the time. It may inter- 
est you to know that a Bazaar is 
to be given soo’n to raise funds to 
furnish plush seat,s, as many of the 
members feel that this is a long 
felt want. I may mention that it 
pains me greatly not to be able to 
go more often.” 

+I+ + * 

’ 

rwo years ago I received literature de- 
cribing Freethought books edited by a 
Ar. Lewis. Can you tell me how to get 
n touch with him? 

Mr. Joseph Lewi,s is president of 
he Freethinkers, of America 31’7 E 
14th St., N.Y.C. He also publishes 
nany good books on Freethought, 
Fugenics, and the like. I recom8mend 
is work. 

s it a fact that reference to God was 
?ft out of the Constitution because of 
‘homas Paine’s influence on the Con- 
titutional Convention? 

Thomas Paine wasn’t connected 
rith tlhe Convention, being at work, 
t the time, onI an invention, which 
e “took to Europe during the year 
n which the Cons8titutio8n was ratified 
y  a convention of the States ” ac- 
ording to William J. F’iclding, ?,n his 
ook, “The Shackles of the Supernat,- 
ral.” The point to remember is, that 
‘sine wasn’t the only Freethinker 
monlg the foundNers8 of the Republic. 
efferson, Madison, Washington, the 
tdamwp and . others were Intklels 

._ ./ , .d 
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whose h,eterodoxy ranged from a mild 
Deism to plain, unadulterated Athe- 
is#m. I have, of course, writ,ten vol- 
umin,ously on this subject in many of 
my books I h’ave quoted Washing- 
ton’s position, perhaps a dozen times, 
and am glad to die it again. I refer, 
of cours’e, t,o the Treaty with Tripoh, 
which Washington drew up and had 
ratifled by the U.S. Senate, June 10, 
1’797, in which the following sentence 
appeared : “The government, of the 
United States is, not. in any sense, 
foumled upon the Christian religion.” 

There are organizations in the 
country-the meet active is in Phil- 
adclphia-which are endeavoring, and 
have been trying for gen’erations, to 
get the Constitution changed s’o that 
it acknlowledges the Christian religion 
and praises God, etc. In the Field- 
ing book just mentioned, reference is 
made to the fact that “our govern- 
ment, constitutionally based as it is 
on the s’overeignty of the people, has 
b’een declared by the Fundamentalists 
to b’e ‘contrary to the express decla- 
ration of Holy Sript,ure.’ ” 

Dr. M. M. Mangasarian presents 
th’a conflicting pastsages in parallel 
culurn1lls, as1 follcJws: 
The Constitution St. Paul says (Ro- 
declares: That all mans, x111, 1, 2,): 
politirnl pnwfv is “IA eve*y am1 
inherent in the be subject unto 
people, and all the higher power: 
free governments for there is no 
are founded on power but of God: 
their authority, and the powers 
an,d instituted for that be are or- 
their benefit; and daincd of God. 
that they hnvc at Whosocvcr thcrc- 
all times an unde- fore resisteth the 
niable right to al- reuist’eth 
ter their form of 

Irowe& 
the ordinance of 

government i n God: ad thrg. 
such manner as that resist shall 
they may think recelive to them- 
expedient. selves damnation.” 

4 #, +p 
IS it true that “The Dynasty” was sup- 
pressed? 

New York City won’t see “The 
Dynasty,” a drama dealing with the 
Rockefeller family, because of pres- 
sur’e brought to bear on the producers 
by the R80ckefe811ers,. The stage can 
spoof Presid’ent Roosevelt, but it 
daren’t, deal with one of America’s 
economic rulers. 

4 4 4 
I was greatly amused by your Chris- 
tian Science story dealing with a be. 

iever’s back-door flirtations with med- 
tine. Have you ever heard their alibi 
v-hen they submit, to the surgeon’s 
cnife, as sometimes happens? I recall 
1 Christian Scientist who hired a sur- 
ren to cut out a small cancer on his 
ip. 

Dr. Alfred Cox, in The Literary 
hide, London, Englan,d, tells amus- 
ngly IoS a Christian !Xci~enti&‘s ra- 
iionalization of his) dealings with a 
surgeon : 

Mr. Herbert Paterson, a well- 
known London surgeon, sadd last 
year, in an address to a medical 
society, that he had once operated 
on a Christian Scientist, and on ask- 
ing her how she reconciled this re- 
course to surgery with her religion 
she said: “You told me that if I 
was not operate,d on I should die,, 
and suicide is forbidden by my re- 
ligion!” 

History doesn’t relate how the 
lady canoe to ask the advice uf Llw 
surgeon in the first instance, but I 
have no doubt she would have been 
able to find an equally convincing 
reason. 

4 4 4 
Has Walter Winchell been pulling any 
sew boners? 

Walter Winchell’s column, asi I’ve 
written before, shows what it’s like 
when one conducts his education in 
public. Tlhe m’an’s bright, but igno- 
rant. For example, he tells about the 
Ranee of Sarawak, who was found in _ 
a nlight club in New York City going 
in for hi-de-ho hilarit,y and gaga 
gaiety by way of a flood of hot-dig- 
qit!y-dam likker. What s,truck Win- 
shell was Wlel PacL that no one bowed 
to her or paid her any attention, while 
“in’ India, every person within sight, 
of her would have to bow before being 
alllowed to move.” Also, we’re told 
the lady’s husban)d is “the only white 
rajah in India.” I’m afraid Win&e11 
we& in for some of the hilariously 
daffy st,uff the lady was drinking, for 
ha sllipped up on his geography. 
That% what come’s from spending too 
much time on the s,teamier side of 
life-it’s: a little hard on geography. 
Sarawak, my dear Winchesll, isn’t in 
b&a at all. This State, which WV- 
ers 50,OOOO square m,iles, is a’bout 
2,000 miles from India. To be exact, 
it’s) in Borneo, in the Malay Archi- 
pelago. Winchell gets tripped up this 
way almost every hour, but he doesln’t 
mind-and the big money continues 
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to roll in. So why should he listen to 
jealous pedants? 

Do small cars enjoy any advantages be- 
sides low costs? 

The Massaclhusettsl Institute of 
Technology conducted a review of 
opinionIs from 50 Bscienttsts and en- 
gineers, in D’ecember, 1937. on the 
question of small, inexpeaslive cars 
versus large and expensive ones. The 
experts1 agreed that “th’e small, in- 
cxpcnGvc cars outperform the l’arger 
and more expensive models.” These 
aut,horities also agreed that the wise 
purclhaser should look for fewer 
frillms. One reply read: “A soundly 
built motor car in the hands of an 
inte’lligent operator willing to give it 
reas~onable care should l&z 25 years.” 
Most obvious objections: glaring 
headlights. tire-changinsp difficulties, 
sloping divided windshiel’dls, and 
heavy clorner posits which o’lxxure vi- 
sion. Purpo,se of a car: to get the 
rider t,here and back. not to carry 
him inI a bal?on-t$ed boudoir. 

l 
.  

Why did Mrs.’ Roosevi;t resign from 
the Colony Club? 

Thse press reports of Mrs. Franklin 
D. Rolosevelt’s sudden resignation 
from the high-tonled Colony Club- 
of which she had been a memlhemr for 
several decades-failed to mention 
the real reason for her dF,cision. Her 
friend. Mrs. Henry Morgenthau, Jr., 
wife ‘of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
was blackballed bv the snlootp outfit, 
which angered Mrs. F. T). R. and 
causc’d her to resign in nrotest aaainst 
the club’s anti-Semitism. Mrs. Roos’e- 
velt, like her husband, is quite free 
of all forms of racial prejudice. 

,* 4 
Is it true tha: whales when stranded 
die of starvation? 

A stranded whale invariably dies, 
but not of starvat,ion, as commonly 
believed. Recen’tly, when a Iarce 
school of whales was stranded on the 
Australian shore, Prof. W. A. Os- 
borne, of the University of Melbournte, 
made inquiries and learned from 
Nnture, one of England’s finest scien- 
tific iournals. that there are a num- 
ber lof theories: 

“The blrod now being acted on by 
nravitp . . . pro,duces anemia of the 
brain.” 

“The weight of the body impedes 
breathing.” 

“The unaccustomed warmth . . . 
in??;; heat stroke.” 

. . . temperature . . . gives 
rise to internal chills and pneumo- 
nia?’ 

“The whales do not die because 
they are strapded; they are strand- 
ed because they are dying.” 

, 

At any rate, no expert. said the 
whale skarved to dsoath, E,O tlhat’a out. 

+I+ ?t * 
Wha’t are #the commonest things of a 
harmful nature which motorists do to 
their machines? 

The three don% below cover tihe 
most common practices1 which injure 
3ne’s motor car. They apply to aboat 
95 percent of alil drivers’ and may be 
laid entirely to rank carelessness: 

1. Racing a cold motor ruins pis- 
tons, rings and cylinder walls. 

2. Excessive choking and running 
with choke out doubles gasoline 
cost and dilutes oil. 

2. Abrupt acceleration and fool- 
ish use of brakes is plain folly and 
costs plenty in gasoline, tires and 
repairs. 

Thes’e don’& are taken from a let- 
ter ,sent by Ford dealers to pur- 
chasers of neg cars. 

* ** 
What is the value of the motor cars 
now in use in the U.S.? 

Am,eri’ca’s mlotor ear3, in use early 
in 1938, have an estimated value of 
$5,233,040,159, for 21,8’71,040 u&s. 
An elstimated value1 of up to $500 is 
given to 3,560,OOO machines, and $175 
for each of th; reriting 18,311,404. 

What’s your opinion of Dr.. Locke’s 
treatments and the soecial shoes he 
promotes? 

Dr. Mahlon Locke, Williamsburg, 
Dntario, Canada, is a quack through 
2nd through, ovcs though he hers a di- 
ploma in medicine and a li’cense to 
practice. He has worked out a slimp;le 
rv&em of monsey-making by twisting 
the, patient’s, big toe, in order to cure 
everything from rheumatism to dis- 
easles of the nervous sysltem. He at- 
tracts up to 1,000 patients each day, 
whom he twists at $1 per twist. A 
few hours’ work each day can easily 
net him $1,000, which isn’t bad at 
all. The tre’atments, so-called, bring 
him big money, but so far as the Bick 
people are conc’erned t,hey are so much 
hokum. Dr. Locke also promotes the 
sale of a special shoe which is sold 
under his name. I’ve, seen these shoes 
and can say definitely they are about 
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the unsightliest footgear ever made. 
The trick about these shoes-the one 
which brings big mone,y from the 
Luckeas-is to get the patient to buy 
a pair that’s two or three sizes too 
large. Most people, when th’ey buy 
shoes, usually choose ones that are 
too tight. The change to very loose 
shoes gives the impression of wonder- 
ful rclicf from the patient’s real or 
imaginary ailments. The idea is non- 
sensical. but it works+-like slo many 
&her forms of quackery. Dr. Locke 
has been! attacked by reputable bodies, 
but without avail becaus,e of his 
cleverness in refu.&z to make any 
claims. Dr. Locke .$&t keeps hi-s 
mout,h shut and lets the’ fools do the 
claiming for hism. After all, what can 
one do to him when his patient, and 
no’t Dr. Locke, claims an al’mosh mi- 
raculous cure ‘of some stubborn dis- 
,ease? Dr. Locke keeps mum while he 
gr&s in the thousands of dollars each 
weelk. Why talk and ,sti#ck out his 
chin when he can keep quackery pay- 
ing big dividends without so much 
as making a single promise or as- 
surance? 

6 +P * 
How does your wardrobe compare with 
0. 0. McIntyre’s, which you’ll find list- 
ed in the enclosed clipping? 

The cuttine as, the British sav. is 
from Thee Saturday Evening Post, 
authored by a Mr. J. Bryan III 
(whethec that means 3rd & 111th 
i)m not certain), and sez with an air 
of authority that 0. 0. McIntyre, in 
moving from one hotel to another in 
N.Y.C., used 26 trunks to hold his 
clothca. No auditor% sworn ecrtificatc 
accompanies the inventory, but here 
it is, and you can take it or leave it: 

200 n’eckties, 200 bathrobes, 100 
pairs of sox, 1UU shirts, 60 suits of 
Japanese silk underwear, 60 pairs of 
pajamas, 60 suits, 50 pairs of shoes, 
40 hats, and) I lost track of over- 
coats, mufflers,, )silk toppers, spats, 
and Jockstraps, if any. 

Usually anything co’nnected with 
0. 0. McIntyre gives me a nain in 
the monogram of Mrs. ArcEbald S. 
Smith. It’s alwavsl been mv notion 
t.hat the ppw II;, USCLS to &rite his 
pieces on could be better used to wipe 

When it comes to s’ox and shirts, 

his asinine snout, but this list’tickles 
I’m jealous of McIntyre, for I like to 

my belly-buttion. Usually I wouldn? 
have lots of them, even though I 

give two hollers down a rain barrel 
don’t gpt, around ,to actually putting 

for a ton of pieces by or about Mc- 
in ample sttocksS. Once I read in a 

Tn,tyre, a8 Pm cert*ain 4 w~&+Vt 
department store advertisement that 
no van ewr haa t-99 wang WG At 

give the sweat off a certain place for 
every line I’ve written in a life 
crowded with literary exhibitionism. 
I f  he ever thinks, of me-which I 
doubt-it must be that I’m wild and 
woolly and full of fleas. 

Take those 60 pairs of pajamas. 
You take ‘em-1 #deep raw. Or the 
50 s,uits of Japanese silk underwear. 
I don’t eve’n both’er with an under- 
shirt.. even in, the coldeslt weather, 
tbh;lpp~imiting my- underwear to latex: 

&or& which cani be 
hii. &g%:e for about 29c. One 
thing that puzzles me about McIn- 
t,yr& war’drolbe is the complete ab- 
sence of handkerchief.s. What d’oes’ he 
do, wipe on his slmeeve? The 200 bath- 
robes can remain in his1 wardrobe, 
for I’m not even envious, preferring 
my single camel’s hair robe-which 1 
bought 19 years ago and which shows 
wear and tear in at least 40 Places, 
and which I wear only when my room 
is actually chilly, Nor put on when 1 
get out of bed at least two times each 
night to let t,he dogs’ out and, when 
they’ve attended to their private af- 
fairs. let them in again if they 
scratch long enough ?.o wake rni 
again. That’s, the tiine I always put 
oti my one and only pair of s81ippers 
-a masterpiece that cost $1.25 and 
which con,siatsl of sheepskin. outsi& 
and the wool ins#idNe-a little! letdowny 
to the esthetes but nice on the tomes 
and ankles. 

I can’t, flash 200 ties. but I can show 
off a dozen, all h~anging from a patent- 
ed metal gadtget. Having a lot of ties 
doesn’t mean much to me. for I keep 
wearing the same tie until it gets all 
wrinkled and sweat..marked under the 
chin, whereupon, I put it on the rack 
and pick out another-usually a 
wrong match for my ensemble-and 
SO it goes for about three years, at 
which time I throw half of them away 
and slend what’s left to the cleaner’s. 
I don? remember buvina ties. They 
iust accumulate. But”nomatt*er what 
hapnens’ there’ll always bc a dozen 
on that, rack. even after a major dis- 
aster, I suppose. 
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the time I noddIed my head solemnly, 
as I do when I come on anythinff par- 
ticularly profound and deep. The 
same goes for shirts. But I prefer 
dime sitore s,ox and mail order shirts. 
TWO bits for a pair of ‘sax sound’s 
extravagant to me. I believe I ought 
to get from five to eight pairs of 
S’OX for every buck I hand out. As 
for shirts, $1.25 is p1enh.y for the 
kind I like-plain ones with soft col- 
lore attached, with buttons on the 
cuffs, and a pocket on the left &east 
to hold my fountain pen, tiny comb 
and cigars when I’m not wearing a 
vest. 

Any man who ha,s 40 hats must be 
a screw-b,all. Of course, I don’t pre- 
sent myself as a perfect example, for 
I, unfortuIliC[lely, go to the other ex- 
treme. I have only one hat, and I 
wear it only in the, winter months. 
In the warmer months I leave it on 
the seat beside me-and us,ually lose 
it. That means I’m to go hatless until 
Fall, whesn I buy another hat. That’s 
been going on for 15 or more years. 
Now we come to the 50 ‘pairs of shoes. 
Ma.ybe 0. 0. need’s that many, but I 
beheve I can’ continue getting by on 
the five pair I have scarttered, around. 
Thank you, I get iby O.K. with five 
suits even though 0. 0. needs 60. 

I under&and Mr. McIntyre makes 
more t,han $100,000 per year writing 
his daily masterpieces. So why should 
he listen, to a sour-puss who couldn’t 
write one of his) column,s if his life 
depended on it. But I’d rather work 
in a stable. It’s more honest. Though, 
RS Bo’b Burns saye in that Well,s- 
Fargo movie, working in a &able 
means None musIt keep everlastingly at 
it or one’s wol”k will pile up on him. 

What is your*opizon Y*,f the rhythm 
method of birth control? 

The rhythm method of birth con- 
trosl is not reliable. I ‘advise again,& 
putting faith in it, for disappoint- 
memnt is inevitable. 

Theists often assert that Nature lacks 
meaning without a God. Please com- 
ment. 

Jean Meslier, in his much-admired 
“T&ament” (which is quoted in 
William J. Fielding’s “The Shackles 
of the Supernatural”) comments on 
thi.s notion, as follows: 

“Nature, you say, is totally in- 
explicable without a God; that is to 

say, in order to explain what you 
understand so little, you need a 
cause which you do not understand 
at all. You pretend to make clear 
that which is obscure by magnify- 
ing its obscurity. You think you 
have untied a knot by multiplying 
knots.” 

It is an ea,sy but futile device to 
“dve” Nature’s mysteries Ly super- 
imlpoeing the supernatural. While we 
continue century after century to 
know absiolutieag nothing about the 
supernatural we learn more and nhore 
about Nature, so that while there are 
s’ecrets still to be explained we have 
-through the powers of science- 
learned to know the natural cause’s 
of an increasing number of phenom- 
ena. And the more we learn about 
Nature the more remote bccome#s the 
God-idea. 

I have received attractive circulars 
from a concern which advertises that 
it is in need of men and women to. ad- 
:!ress envelopes at home, for which I 
can expect a steady income. Please ad- 
vise. 

You didn’t tell the whose story. 
You were asked to send $1 for in- 
.structions-and that’s what the ad- 
vertiser is after, It’s a racket. Any 
employer who wants envelopes ad- 
dres,sed can get the wo’rk done right 
in hi,s home territory aat, the rate of 
millio,ns ,per dlay, if he can usle that 
many, which is doubtful. This scheme 
is, inten,ded to take a dollar bill from 
f  aeh person who stays at home and 
has plenty of time on his or her 
hand’s. 

As a lover elf music, what do you think 
of the fantastic prices at which old vio- 
lins frequently change han’ds, musicians 
who can ill afford it sometimes paying, 
or pledging their futures, for such pos- 
sessions? Are there not many modern 
fiddles every bit as good as, and per- 
haps even better than, the best of these 
expensive relics? 

While I consider the violins of 
Strndivari maaterpicces, I don’t hold 
to the notion that the “secret” of 
great vi,ollin making died with the old 
arti& of Cremo’na and elsewh,ere. I 
reject th’e argument that tho’se won- 
delrful crafksmen used1 wood that isn’t 
obtjainable today, or that it was slea- 
soned in a way that’s unknown to the 
modern world, or t,hat secretly corn- 
pounded ‘varnish was made in those 
days and applied in a special way 
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that’s ‘beyond modern violin makora. 
There are at least a dozen workers 
in Europe and the U.S. who can 
make violins every bit as good as the 
masterpieces turned out two cen- 
t,uries ago. Today’s skilled crafts- 
men know exactly what kind of wood 
was used by Stradivari, how it was 
seamsone& the precise dimensions to 
which it was cut, the exact mixslure 
that went into the varnish, and how 
it was applied. It has ‘been demon- 
st,rated several times that a fine 
American or European violin of the 
present century and a genuine product 
of Stradiivari left experts sorely puz- 
zled when they hoard them played 
from behind screens. A good Ameri- 
can or Euro’pean vioIin of the 20th 
Century is just as good as the arti- 
cle turned out centuries ago, t,he dif- 
ferences being only in the price and 
prestige commanded by the older in- 
struments. Many instrumcntdists- 
especially those of great reputation 
-have to ,sport a “Strad” in order to 
impresls their audiences and win addi- 
tional publicity, though they have to 
invest as much as $100,000 in a gen- 
uin#e old-timer. It isn’t a racket, by 
any means. It’s just suggestive of 

rolmantic, traditional hokum. + 9 +8 
Are any of t;fe much-advertised sup- 
positories or tablets any good, referring, 
of course, to those which are promoted 
under such headlines as “One French- 
woman Tells Another”? 

The tablets will disappoint, I warn 
reladers again&, t,hem. Person#s who 
can’t visit a legally-operated birth- 
cwnLro1 clinic shouId go 60 a com- 
petent physician. Such a docto8r has 
the legal right to impart birth-control 
information.. The American Medical 
Association ha,s passed a resoWon 
expressing ethical endorsement for 
those doctors who dlecide in favor of 
educating patients in the use of birth 
control devices or chemicals. 

a+ +B *t 
What’s your opinion of combination 
pens and pencllsZ 

A Consumer?s Union report says: 
The pen-pencil combination in 

one instrument is of little value. 
It is satisfactory neither as a pen 
nor as a pencil; the ink capacity 
is very small and the storage space 
for lead is inadequate. . . . Of all 
the recent innovations in fountain- 
pen design, few, if any, have im- 
proved writing quality or durability. 

. . . The writing qualities and serv- 
iceability of a pen do not depend 
on its price. A pen costing $2.60 
may, in (fact, actually be superior 
in all essential respects ‘to one cost- 
ing $10. The factors which material- 
ly affect the manufacturing cost of 
a pen are: the amount of gold (and 
the quality of the iridium) in the 
point; the type of material of which 
the barrel and cap are made; Lhe 
amount of gold in any trimmings; 
workmanship. Best buys: Shaeffer 
Wasp, $1.95, Waterman’s I’deal, $3. 
Recently I bought an Esterbrook 

‘ountain-pe’n for only $1, and I want 
;o say I got a wonde’rful bargain, for 
;he pen is a little gem. It works like 
% charm and is a good buy in every 
respect, even though the point isn’t 
nadp of gold. 

9 * * 
4 movie magazine says a certain actor 
s such a stickler for realism that he 
nsists on real chamuagne in his drink- 
ng scenes. Please comment. 

I s,uppos8e he’d insist on real pois- 
m in a death scene. 

What’s the source of the word “Lis- 
.erine”? 

It comes fro’m the, natme of Lord 
&ter, the English surgeon who mad.e 
10 many contrilbutions to aseptic surg- 
:ry. 

i have been buying U.S. savings bonds, 
which are now widely advertised. Do 
iou think it advisable to put my extra 
noney in this type of investment? I 
rave life and accident insurance. I am 
satisfied with a small return, preferring 
:o be sure of having the money avail- 
nble. I am sending fee .for p~rannal 
reply. 

This reader doesn’t need any ad- 
rice fro’m me, becau8se he is doing ex- 
actly the right thing. 1 urge him to 
reep on Ibuying the government’s se- I 
zurities, and while he’s at it he might 
;ry to take the limit permitted by the 
lostal savings banks. I advise small 
nvestors against fmoreign bonds and 
no’st corporation securities. 

* +I+ tF 
What is eight-day-old pea sonpt 

Certain French chefs make quite a 
vpccialty of eight-day-old pea soup, 
which is said to be extraordinarily 
ine “if heated t.o 100 ‘degrees cesnti- 
grade every night for eight ni’ghts.” 
Ihat strikes me as dawdling a whole 
ot just to get pea soup. Now, don’t 
f& the idea I’m pr~ejudiced wainst 
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pea-soup, for I’m not. N’ext to vege- 
tabl’e soup (always my finsk favorite, 
if it’s mad’e thick enough) I like a 
thick, foggy-l,ooking pea-soup. Then 
colmes ox-tail, which, some wag com- 
p,lained, was going back pretty far to 
get some soup. Once-ah! the mem- 
ory is still with me-a Chumse friend 
made ‘bird’s neslt S~OUP for me-it took 
something like 24 hours1 to get the 
dish just right-and the thrilling 
taste stitll brings stimulation to my 
mouth every Cime I think of il. An- 
other favorite with rnle is a cnp of 
beef juice, wh’ich I’ve had only a few 
times but which I intend to tackle 
oftener whenlever I can spare some- 
thing like $1.25 for about four o’unces 
of liquid. It seems the chef, after 
taking his roasrt bcc9 off the. &vtove, 
puts the beef in a press which 
squeezes out the pure juice. It’s 
sweLL Once, while in New York, I 
was taken to a famous German res- 
taurant on 14th Street, by George 
Sylvester Viereck-this was before 
he became a paid prostitute elf Hitler- 
ism-and he tried to talk me into 
eating pure bl,ood (in sausage form) 
but I resisted to the end, even when 
he smzucSked his lips over his own 
portion. 

Will you be go&i enough to debunk the 
oft-auoted comment that a h’oa’s right 
ham- is always tougher than the ikft 
ham? 

Official tasters cormetcted with the 
Department of Agriculture studied 
this qu&ion scientifically grid report- 
ed “a hog’s right ham is just as ten- 
der as his left one.” The question 
was taken up by government exlperts 
who referred to the thelory that a hog 
ex,erciges his ripht leg: more. thereby 
causing those &&es-to grow toug% 
er. The problem was tackled in a 
thorouph kanner. and the reisult wa: 
that t‘&ts proved z group of hog: 
“which had not exercised at all turn 
ed out tougher than mates1 which haC 
trotbd all around the pen. A hoe 
doesm’t use hiw legs much anyhow 
He just works his snout.” Thus doer 
the, s&it of debunkinlg: find welcome 
in hi&h places. 

More power to you as you continue the 
work of making the people think. 

I d’on’t think I’m making the people 
think at all. In truth, I have no con 
kacts with the people. With my sm,al 

. 

Grlculation I can rea#ch ohly an in- 
ignifiosnt minority. The mas5ses still 
jr&r writers who pret,end to make 
.hem think, all along cateTin;g to their 
)rejuldices, toadying to their mental 
,imidities, and flatterinlg them with a 
)sleudo-wisdom which Feallv is noth- 
ng m’ore than conventional ideolofgy, 
lnd that’cu another name Ior bunk. 
such people n.ever welcome a thinker 
who sleeks to tell them the truth as he 
;ees it. Such a firm-footed thinker is 
Innoying to a public that has, been 
‘ed too long on intellectual pap. But, 
[‘d rather have the attention of a 
imall minority of discriminating 
*eaders’ than the applause of a mil- 
ion morons. 
writer put it, 

As some anonymsous 
“he who attempts to 

;holw hisi Iearnifig to the ignorant ex- 
7osesN his i,gnloran% to the learned.” 
l!he masses refuse to tak’e Di,derot’s 
nor& to heart, to the effect bhat the 
irslt step towards philosophy is in- 
:redulity. When credulity is the popu,- 
ar vimce, the teacher of incredulity 
:an’t hope for popularity. But popu- 
ar or not; he teaches, the important 
esson that ignorance is killing and 
;he imgnnrant man iB a mcn#ace. I 
earned long ago that popularity Is 
in em#pty luxury, for I’ve had num- 
~LIS chances to watch really popu- 
ar peoplte. I never envy them, except 
;hat mlost elf them find it so easy to 
naka lots of money, whil,e I, on bhe 
Ither hand, always need mor,e money 
;han I Sean lay my hands on ia drder 
;o carry out the plans I have for the 
zlisslemination of knowlediqe. That’s 
Rltt only thfng I envy them absout, 
Pm frank to say. But if they didn’t 
do as they are expected-merely d,e- 
ceivin,q the people into thinkin,g they 
are md’ulgin~g in thought-they 
wouldn’t have tihe money. They are 
the kind who are always brave enough 
to ‘come richt out in n&Xc and tell 
their audiences exactly what thev 
want to hear. The vi’ctims of bunk 
are always willin8E fn p’ay han~d’s~nmelv 
for their own deception, especially if 
thnv are flattered in the bargain. 
The old prove& put it this wag: L’A 
4nt+erine; suetch is a honeyed pois- 
on.” The flatterers have nothing to 
oav, s,o thev keen right on sNayin,p it, 
to tlhe admiration of their guullible 
listeners. Shrewcl scoundrels have 
long kaown the secret that foo18s are 
wil~linlg to pay Iiberally for boing ad- 
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mired and flattered. Mark Twain 
aaid somehere we in this country 
have “three unspeakably precious 
thingtireedom of slpee~ch, freedom 
of conscience, and the prudence never 
to practice aitp ;f  t$rn!” 

1. What does a ton of ammunition cost? 
2. What is the cost of a shell fired from 
a 14”inch naval gun? 3. What’s the price 
of a torpedo? 

1. Between $88 and $1,000. 2. 
A,hmt $125. 3. $12,500. 

ztemr; did the word typhoon” come 

It’s Chinese, coming from sailors, 
and meanis “tJJe Fothz elf Wmds.” 

It is frequently urged that belief in 
tied is essential to moral behaviur for 
the masses. Please comment. 

I have written on this suR3jeet 
many times, BO I’ll turn OVPF the 
platform to the magazine? American 
Medicine, from which 1 hft the f01- 
lowin#g e&itoriaR, entitled \“Relilgion 
and Canduct”: 

‘A recent analysis of the char- 
acter of the inmates of our prisons 
dismisses several smug theories BP 
utterly fallacious. The contention 
that the foreign element is respon- 
sible for a vast proportion ‘of the 
crimes committed is rcvcalcd as 
erroneous, the analysis showing 

-that native Americans comprise the 
perponderant majority in our pris- 
ons. But perhaps the most inter- 
esting disclosure is that contained 
in the figures showing that, in an 
Institution harboring several thou- 
sand crimlnal~, ONLY NINE ARE 
ATHEISTS OR NON-BELIEVERS. 
That is perhaps the most dfstress- 
ing comment on the moral and eth- 
ical slnnlflcance ul mudern rellaion 
as a greeting force in the life of 
a modern individual. Perhaps the 
most frequent and insistent ques- 
tion directed against any attempt 
to discredit belief in the existence 
of God is the unfailing question, 
‘What influence would keep men 
good if they did not fear God?’ It 
is perfectly evident that the ques- 
tion, generally regarded as final and 
unanswerable, is an impotent and 
aoIntlen8 one. The nrison statistlcs 
reveal that a belief’in and fear of 
God is no guaranty whatever of 
good conduct, and, conversely, that 
a disbelief in God in no way re- 
leases man from a sense of moral 
responsibility. It has in fact always 
$eeg 8 aot&le clr~mstsnce that 

disbelievers and Atheists were gen- 
erally extremely law-abiding and 
well conducted.” 

However, the old argument that 
without religion man would res#ort to 
rape, murder, flirting, and beer-guz- 
zlin’g on a gigantic scale goes right 
on {being repeated by Cardinal Broad 
Plushlbottom and Bishop Brakewinde. 
Anyone who pays’ too much respect 
for a m’ere fa’ct shows himself to he 
a Communist, a New Dealer, a Nude. 
ist. 01 perhaps, cvcn an cxponcnt. of 
Eins’tein’s Relativity. What, oh what, 
wouki haippen to this divinely-protect- 
ed world if the prieshs, preachers and 
rabbis weren’t here to keep us 
straight? Think what a haven of 
peace and justice today’s Spain would 
be if only the mn~~es would listen to 
the sacred urgings of the Vatican! 
And laok at Italy, where the Mother 
Church and Fascism have b~ec~ome 
bel&buddies-what a paradise of 
sweetness and light! What this coun- 
try of ours needs is a priest in the 
White House, a nun in every school- 
room, complulsory church attendance, 
and a return to the tithe system 
wherein each individua,l must ‘give 
at le’ast 10 percent elf his earnings to 
the Church. Then, indeed, would 
Utopia come 2 la;+.! z+peed the day! 

Have you any figures showing what it 
would mean if some particular species 
of insect were to breed unhindered for 
s certain period of time? 

There are many reports available 
in books about insects. The firs2 to 
come to mind is the ordinary cabbage 
aphis. an insect which is so small 
that it weighs only a sdxteenth as 
much as a grain of wheat. I f  this 
insect were able to continue to breed 
unhindered for a single season the 
descendants of only a single aphis 
family would weigh 822,000,OOO tons. 
The author of a book on insects s’ays 
this would mean that the alphis, that h 
deslcended from a single family in a 
sinale year would weigh mo’re than 
the entire human race. * 

+s +% * 
After reading “The History and Mean- 
ing of the Cathnlir Tnt-br nf Fnrhidden 
Books,” by Joseph McCabe, I wonder 
‘LOW Catholic leaders go about defend- 
ng this strange, oppressive institution. 

For centuries, wh’en the Catholic 
:hurch, dominated most of Europe, 
he Indlex of Folrbidden Books wasn’t 
bfended at all; it was enforced, with 

,. “’ /. _, r: ,L, i , , 
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all the plowers of suppression at the 
command of the Church or its secular 
arm, the Catholic State! Heretical or 
skeptical books that originated in 
non-Catholilc countr’ies were the par- 
ticular 08bj&s of the Index, the pur- 
pose being to keep such “harmful” 
works out of the hands of the “in- 
nocent faithful,” lest, they be corrupt- 
ed by the new intellectualism and be- 
come non-belitfvers. 

Ahhe E!mwst Dimnet., in hia recent 
book, “My New World,” h,asl a strange 
d’efense of the Index, which shows 
how ‘so-called Catholic scholars are 
able to twist any un,pleasant fact to 
their advantage amon,g the< uninl%rm- 
ed and unthinking. It% his peculiar 
view that the Index is: really a bless- 
ing a perfect boon to free expresision 
because it makes possible for an au- 
thor to express his th0ught.s freely 
without “l-ear of o~endiog pious 
ears.” 

What he is slaying is, that since the 
Chfurch’s Index serves’ to keep the 
pious from readin’g heresy, the hereb 
tics are free to go ahead with their 
propaganda! Thus, by Jove, the In- 
dex is an instrumenit for freeing the 
human mi’nd! Th,at’s what I call 
damned clelver squirming to get out 
n? an unhappy Gtuation. Thus,. when 
the Church controlled the reading of 
perhaps 99 percent of the people of 
certain countries, dluring the day,s 
when the Church ruled supreme, this 
was done with a view to aiding the 
establishment of true Rationalism and 
Freethought, because the 1 percent 
were still “frc,e” (if they didn’t hap- 
pen to have the bad luck to fall into 
the hands, of the Inquislition) t”o 
make explorations into the intelleo- 
tually forbidden. Therefore, it fol- 
lows t’hat the Catholic Church is the 
sworn &fender of free inquiry. 

: + * 
I have follow:: your writings on re- 
ligion, which you often describe as an 
intellectual blight- What do you in- 
tend to put in rehgion’s place after it’s 
,destroyed? 

That’s one of the favorite argn- 
mcnts, of the God.mongers. What will 
you put in religion’s pla,ce? What a 
question! What proof of intellectual 
bankruptcy when clergymen actually 
have the crust to offer such a silly 
argument as .supiport for the opium 
of religion. What would you say of 
the do&or who, when he cured you of 

'1 

a be*llyache, decid,ed you need a nice 
carbuncle somewhe,re on your but- 
tooks to take the place of the pain 
in your tumimy? What would you 
think of the (builder who removed a 
disease4hreeding tenement and th’en 
erected it ag& on another empty 
lot? What would you think of an 
anti-militarist who stopped a war in 
one place and then provolked a new 
one somciwhere else? What wbuld 
vou thizk of the house&f0 who moved 
k barrel of dirt out of the cellar and 
then dumped it in the attic? But why 
go on? The Fr’eethinker isn’t trying / 
to remove one mental ailment in order 
to make room for another. The Free- 
thinker tights rel,igious ideology be- 
2ausso he is man’s real friend, beoauso 
he wants to s#ee man grow to his full- 
est stature, because he hopes to see 
the day when reason, instead of prej- 
udlce and supe’rstition, wil,l rule man’s 
actions. When the mind has been 
freed of the po,isons of religion there 
will be somsething of a chance to de- 
velop a healthy mental organization 
cabpable of jud,ging truth, of study- 
ing science, o’f absorbing kno~wled~ge, 
m? respelcting logilc, fairnessI, cultural 
honesty, ‘brotherhood and freedom. 
One disease is never an\ alcceptable 
4,ubstitute for another cliwaw. The 
intelligent thing to do is to get rid I 
>f the disease in’ order to, make way 
for health. And that’s the attitude 
If the Freethinker towards religion. 
He attacks. the evil thing because its 
history reeks with injustice, false- 
hood, superstition, darltneaa, fear, 
orejudice, pers~e~cution, slaughter, 
hatred, suspicion and destructi’on. 

* +:* l 

Recently, in a diseuss~n with a re- 
ligious man who insisted that religion 
is based on faith, I made the statement 
that it was based on fear more than 
anything else. I would like to see a 
quotation or two on this subject from 
some high, reliable, intellectual source. 

There is plenty of authority for 
your remark. Joseph MclCabe’s works 
Ibound with quotations on this point. 
Bertrand Rus~s~ell, the distin’guished 
English phil,n~soph~r, pnmmpnts: 

“Religion is based, I think, pri- 
marily and mainly upon fear. It is 
partly the terror of the unknown, 
and partly, as I have said, the wish 
to feel that you have a kind of 
elder brother who will stand by yoa 
in all your troubles and disputes. 
Fcor is the basis of the wbvl~ . 
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thing-fear of the mysterious, fear 
of defeat, fear of death. Fear is 
the parent of cruelty, and therefore 
it is no wonder if cruelty and re- 
ligion have gone hand-in-hand. It 
is because fear is at the basis of 
those two things.” 

That, I Ibelieve, puts it in pretty 
sim!pb words. Notice how Bertrand 
Russell probes a litt+le deeper and 
shows holw “fear is the parent of 
cruelty” and how “cruelty and re- 
ligion, have gone hand-in-hand.” The 
point is an important one, and I have 
helpe’d, in past years, to pile up my 
share of the pro808f5 of this observa- 
tio’n. Bertrand Russell goes into this 
issue in a paragraph that’s s#o crowd- 
ed with sa’und criticisms that I feel 
rntv readerst will wekome the o~gpor- 
tunity to see it below: 

“It is frequently argued that we 
should all be wicked if we did not 
hold to the Chrialian religion. It 
seems to me that the people who 
have held to it have been for the 
most part extremely wicked. We 
find this curious fact, that the more 
intense the religion of any period 
and the more profound the dog- 
matic belief, the greater has been 
the cruelty and the worse has been 
the state of affairs. In the so-called 
ages of #faith, when men really did 
Ft;lieve the Christian religion in all 

completeness, there was the 
Inquisition with its tortures; there 
were millions of unfortunate women 
burnt as witches; and there was 
every kind of cruelty practiced upon 
all sorts of people in the name of. 
religion.” 
The church’s blind foIllowers fear the 

power of the priest5 to bring do,wn 
on their heads &d’s wrath, so they 
a’cceplt the cruelties that accompany 
faith and fear, while the Church, on 
the other hand, fears the power of 
Truth, because it can undesmine the 
immense strncturea the church bodies 
have ere@ted on the d,ecaying corpses 
of superstition and ignorance, so they 
resort to the vilest cruelties when 
they have the power to carry out their 
threats. What but fear of the truth 
would have led the Catholic Church, 
in 15!%, t,o descree, in S,nain, that an 
bookseller or individual caught wit -H 
forbiddsen books1 in thseir posses’sion 
would suffer the penalty of death and 
the confiscation of their property? 
There’5 a perfect illustration of fear 
and cruelty going hand-in-hand, as 
Ru.ssell says. 

The record is indeed a forbidding 
nne, cnvwed with ,o’eeans of Mood. 
The tragilc thing of it all isn’t SO 
much that the Church’s influence has 
been to nurture dogmatisim, bigotry, 
superstition and ignoranctiad as 
they are-but to reach out, like a 
pestileace, to strike do’wn everything 
that is intended to advance man to a 
higher state of civilization. I have, 
on many occasion5 in the past, writ- 
ten voluminously on this phase of the 
subj’ent, buL before puLting it aside 
in this (brief article let me draw 
again on the writing5 o’f Bertrand 
Russell-one of the world’s most in- 
tellectual Freethinkers-to sho’w what 
a gr.eat student of life and its prob- 
ltms has learned about the blight of 
religion on man’s affairs; 

“You find as you look round the 
world that every single bit of prog- 
r,vwa in humane feeling, ~-very im- 
p. ovement in the criminal law, 
every step towards the diminution 
of war, every step towards better 
treatment of the colored races, 
every mitigation of slavery, every 
moral progress that there has been 
in the w,orld, has been consistent- 

lurches of thebGorl% 
oppose.d organized 

The albove paragraph, in my opin- 
ion, packs a terrific wallo,p. And how 
fortunate is Bertrand Russell-and 
the rest of the Freethinkers--that in 
parts of the world, at least-the most 
enlightened parts, needle.55 to say- 
the Church has been stripped o’f its 
po’wer to censor or suppress opinion5 
like these, let abone sentence their 
perpetrators to the gaRows or to 
death by slow torture, as was done 
in millions of cases by the damnable 
Inquisition, an institution that the 
Church w,ould like to return to power, 
through the medium of Catholic-Fasc- 
ism. Catholicism and all other dog- 
matic religions are product5 of men- 
tal disease. They represent man’5 in- 
tellect in its, most corrupt, pest-ridden 
state. The black r&es of the priests 
and the Black Death go together. The 
sunlight of Truth will destroy the 
dislease germs of supernaturalism, un- 
less the priest and his Fascist cohorts 
are able to blacken out the sun of 
knoiwledge, thus sending the race baok 
to the depth5 of the Dark Ages, when 
man grovelled helplessly in ignsorance 
and filth because he had surrendered 
his mind and body to the priest and 
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hi,s related exploiters and deceivers. 
This discussion reminds me of a val.. 
uaible passa$ge in “Christianity and 
Conduct,” by A. G. Whyte, which is 
a conttrilbution8 t’o the ideas we are 
develo’ping: 

“When we look back upon the 
history of Christianity, upon the 
perpelual and bluudy wars of re- 
ligion, upon the bitter and abom- 
inable persecution of heretics, upon 
the melancholy procession of mar- 
tyrs, upon the organized suppression 
of secular knowledge, and upon the 
Church’s desperate opposition to 
every movement of human emanci- 
pation, it seems astounding that 
sensible men should ever clothe 
that institution in garments of 
white and gold. Their hallucina- 
tion is due. however. to the subtle 
manner in ‘which, from early child- 
hood, they have been led to look 
away from the truth.” 
With the great Voltaire let us cry: 

“Crush the infaimous thing!“-not 
with dagger, gilbb’et, ra& and faggot, 
but with learning, enlightenment, 
reason and Truth! 

: + +s 
Please advise ze where I can buy the 
cheapest and best insurance for pro. 
tection only against death. 

It is, well to rememiber that there’s 
no such thing as a cheap policy. even 
again,st death alone. Insurance pre- 
miums are t’oo high, because they are 
issued by profit-seeking corlporations. 
Insurance will ibeco8m8e cheaper when 
the government assumes this socially 
necessary wo8rk, the motive being ser., 
vice instead of profits. Meanwhile, 1 
sulggest that you buy your policy from 
one of the old-line companies, such 
as Prudential, N.Y. Life, Mutual, etc. 
You’ll pay too mumch, but the protec- 
tion will be certain for many years 
to come. (This question was aecorn., 
panied by a dollar, which paid for a 
personal answer, but I am printing 
the matter here b’ecause I’m surt 
others are interested in the same sub 
jcct.) 

: : : 
How can one*‘tell**the** difference be 
tween ganders and geese? 

The farrncrs~ around hex-e have z 
simple trick which I’m glad to pas! 
on in the interests of pure research 
They turn. them all out together ant 
let them figure it out for themselves 
And that reminds me of the happ: 
mother of twins, who was having he] 
babies in a hospital. Regaining con 

s&usness, she heard one of the nurses 
jay “It’s a boy!” Sh,e dozed off a 
while and came to-it seemed tjo her 
to be only a few seconds later-when 
3he heard the same nurse say, “It’s 
3 girl !” The youn,g mothe’r crie’d, “If 
you can’t make up your minds, ibring 
it over and let me have a look.” 

Whenever a pug wins a biK light and ie 
invited to say a few worJs over the 
radio, he always lets loose with “Hello, 
mom.‘* Du~‘l yuu think he ought to put 
in 2 call for pop once in a while? 

You should be ashamed’ of your- 
self for speaking so facetiously of 
Father love-the sweletest, moslt pre- 
xous emotion in all the big, wide 
world. Where wlould we be if we 
&ln’L krluw the meaning of blessed 
mother love? Let me t#eP you of 
a heart-tugging real-life incident 
which showed a mother?s poignant 
Love 5or her daughter. The story- 
and I believe it was true--tells. of a’ 
prostitute who used to go her round’s 
on Fifth Avenue. She disappeared 
for a time and was found pounding 
the sidewcilks of Park Avenue. Asked 
why s’he had gone Eas,t one iblo~ck, she 
replied, h,er bosom he’aving with emo- 
tion: “My daughter got married and 
1 gave her Fifth Avenue for a wed- 
ding proscnt.” 

Does a pig’s tail curl to the left or the 
right? Does it make any difference? 

of 
The New Jersey State Department 

Agriculture made an elaborate 
study of how a pig’s tail curves and 
whether or not it makes any differ- 
ence. It was found that most New 
Jersley pigs (the report is limited 
to the swine of that State) have 
tails that, curve Lo Lhe left, or 
counter.&c~kwise. It doesn,‘t make 
any differen’ce which way the tail 
curves, but, say these authorities, it 
shouldn’t be straight. A sltrai)ght- 
tailed pig isln’t cons’idered a good 
specimen and is denied prizes by the 
more discrimi;atin:g, e;LheLic judges. 

Can YOU give &r*frea,d&s the Chinese 
parable of “The Old Man at the Fort”? 

AII arlcieul Twist phi1osophe.r told 
this charming wise, gem-like story. 
Iit is, to my nlotion, a perfelct morsel 
of art. Dr. Lin Yutang gives us the 
fo’llowing translation, which is taken 
from one of his books: 

An old man was living with hfa 
son at an abandoned fort, on the 



82 hestiolis and Answers 

top of a hill, and one day he lost 
a horse. The neighhers came to ex- 
press their sympathy for this mis- 
fortune, and the old man‘ asked: 
“How do you know this is bad 
luck?” A few days afterward, his 
horse returned with a number of 
wil,d horses and his neighbors came 
again to congratulate him on this 
stroke of fortune, and the old man 
replied: “How do you know this is 
good luck?” With so many horses 
around, his son began to take to 
riding. and cmc dar hc brolrc his 
leg. -Again the neighbors came 
around to express their sympathy, 
and the old man replie,d: “How do 
you know this is bad luck?” The 
next year there was a war and be- 
cause the old man’s son was crip- 
pled, he did not have to go to the 
I’ru11t. 

+ 4+ 4+ 
Your treatment of the pulpit’s attitude 
towards the Negro, especially in hh 
status as a slave, moves me to ask il 
your information can explain by whal 
method of reasoning the pro-slaver] 
preache.s denied that Negroes were 
people? 

Pro-slavery preachers-and they 
were in the vast majoritiy-made 
st,eady, unthinking use of this twisted 
syllogism: Man is made in the image 
of God; God, as everyone knows, is 
not a N’qgro; therefore, it follows 
that the Negro is not a man. Three 
generations ago that piece of “logic” 
had the s,anction of divine authority, 
according to the pulpiteers. The 
church’s t,reatment of the Negro race 
-lending itself as it did to the Ne 
grn'a physirnl and ~in~kellwtnnl cleg~-a- 
dation-is one of the blackest records 
in the rotten history of clericalism. 
That gxat Christian states’man, 
John C. Calhoun, said, again and 
again : “Show me a nigger who can 
parse a Greek verb or do a problem 
in Euclid and I will admit, he is a 
human being like unto omxelves.” 
Calhoun preferred to close his eyes 
to tho obvious fact that the Negroes 
welt+ prever~tecl by law from obtaining 
an education. Today, anyone who’ ye- 
peated Calhoun’s cruel word’s would 
put himself down as an ignoramus, 
for the records shows not only that 
Negrocss can parse Greek verbs and 
do a problem in Euclid, but that they 
are able to make mighty contribu- 
tions to science, chemistry, art, sculp- 
ture Rterature, music, poetry schol- 
arsh\p and the other expre&ons of 

civilized being. And yet,, the parents 
and grandparents of thw geniuses 
w,erx, in many instances, slaves who 
were kept in ignorance by direct ac- 
tion of the slave-holders’ lawmakers, 
with the whole savage spectacle 
blessted by the kindlly, saintly gents 
of the cloth. What would Calhoun, 
and the preachers &ho rcpcatcd t,hc 
slilly piece of “logic” quoted above, 
think if they were ,eaabled today to 
meet men and women like Roland 
Hayes, Paul Rob’eslon, and Marion 
Antdersion (all great singers) ; compos- 
ers like William Grant Still, Ros,a- 
tnond Johnson, Samuel Coleridge-Tay.. 
lor, and Clarence Cameron White; 
artists like Augusta Savage, Tanner, 
Barthe, Aaron Douglas and Norman 

k\y:dn Walter White W E B Du- 
writers like1 JamsIs Weldon 

Bois and Langston’ sughesi Theses 
seople, had they hp@n born in slavery, 
:ould never have besIn able to develop 
their talents and express their genius. 
I’hey would have been condemned to 
in empty existelnce as slaves, with 
statesmen like Calhoun saying they 
aren’t human and pious preachers 
zsinlg “logic” to prove they aren’t 
nen. 

‘lease give me the title of a good 
Book on hnw a consumer an,d man-of- 
he-street can educate himself to be on 
guard against professional glad-hand- 
rs and high-pressure salesmen? There 
rave been hundreds of books written on 
tow to become a high-pressure sales- 
nan, but I have not found any on how 
he common man can defend himself 
against these shnvks. 

I’m pretty sure there’s no book that 
nstructs readers in the art of wriggl- 
ng out of the grasp of high..pressure, 
~r~fesvional glad-handers out to sell 
omething you don’t want. That 
here’s need for such a manual goes 
rrthout saying. It’s unpleasant to be 

lounded endlessly by in,surance sales- 
nen and their ilk who refuse to take 

L 

10 fo,r an answer. Homw not to be 
mllied LIP them ISI a difficult proib1em 
n behavior-one still to be explored ” 
ly a man of the world who knlows 
his subiect and knows hn,w tn put it 
n wri’ting. Such a book could Ibe 
alled8: How to Avoid High-Pressure 
salesmen.” Its subtitle could be 
forded something like this: The Art 
f Bw&zg What You Want When 
‘ou Want It. Such a book would be 

blessing, and the publisher who is- 
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sued it could not only count on a 
mode& fortune but the thanks of a 
suffering pulblic. 

Several cases come to mind. I know 
a bus&essman who use to have a 
passion for expensive cars. He could 
afford them, and, what’s more, he en- 
joyed them. Some 20 years ago he 
had started out with a Buick, later 
to drive a sucecessive &earn of cars 
like the Studebaker, Cadillac, Lincoln, 
etc. So lmg as he drove such ex,, 
pensive cars-they used to cost more 
then than they do now-he was 
visited almost to exhaustion by car 
salesmen. It. got so that he traded 
in his car each year, when all along 
he intended to keep it two, perhaps 
three, yesara. Hardly a day passed but 
that some salesman-often from 
dist.ant places-visited hi’m at his 
office. At the curb, out in front, 
iL was considere.d normal to see a dif.. 
ferent new car at least once a day, 
with the sahsman pressing the proe- 
pect to “just drive it around a few 
minutes.” His telephone rang end- 
lessly. His mail was jammed with 
letters. This nuislance didn’t even 
stop when he had, just finished his 
regular Spring trade. The man 
thought he’d go nuts if he didn’t work 
out some solution. Finally, he solved 
the whole matter in a jiffy. How? 
By buying a V.8 Ford and lettina it 
be known that he intended, from then 
on, to stay in the Ford..Plymouth- 
Chevrolet class. The word has gone 
around. The sad news has! finally b’een 
accepted. The man can’t be budsed 
from that class, and he trades when 
he fe’els like it. 

Another business’man was known 
to be heavily insured. ‘He had two 
educational policies for his growing 
children, an incomie policy for himself, 
which was to go into effect when he 
reached 65, and a policy for his wife, 
the total protection amounting to 
about $50,000. One would imagine 
that such a person should be let alone. 
But, no. He was ‘considered the ideal 
prospect for still mnre. Sa here was 
a busy person who found him,seld the 
target of every insurance agent with- 
in 200 miles of his office. It wa,s a 
serious mpro’blem handling the men and 
getting rid of them. Bein#g in a small 
city he couldn’t afford to offend any 
visitor, so he found himself giving 

ahno& a half hour a day to insnr- 
ante sale,3nIen. 

What could he d’o? He discussed 
the problem with some friends, who 
also realized hoaw difficult it is for 
a smallcity business#man to get rid 
of unlwelcome visitors’ without giving 
them at least a few minutes of one’s 
time. Hc know that the information 
he was sold to the limit on insurance 
me,ant nothing to this hunigry horde 
of frenzied highpressure artists. 
They knew better. So he went them 
one better. He signed their applica- 
tion sheets. He took their medical 
examinations, for which the company 
paid the doctor’s $5 fee. He let the 
policy ‘call for a much larger pre- 
mium than he could ever afford to 
pay. But-and here’s the rinjger- 
when the policy was delivered and 
the time came to pay for it, he po- 
litely itold the office he had etraincd 
his finances an’d was unable to swing 
the deal. The p’olicy would have to 
be canceled. This was done. But now 
the home office was sore at the sales- 
man. He had put the company to 
considerable expen’se. He had let him- 
self 100s~ too wpll-at the company’s 
expense and inconvenience. This pro- 
cedure was worked albout two or 
three times before it got known that 
Mr. So-and-So was no live prospect 
for more insurance. Now, he’s let 
alone. The word has gone out, via 
grapevine, that he .lets insurance 
msen write policies for any amount, 
but never lifts them. Thait’s going to 
pretty far extremes to purchase fre’e- 
dam from annoyance, but this man 
insists it was the only thinIg he could 
do, short of slamming the door in 
their face. 

The same man used to buy about 
$4,000-his year’s savings-omf munic- 
ipal bonds. The word reached a whole 
army of bond salesmen, and they 
made his life miserable. He solved 
this, in the same wav he handled the 
insurance policies. He let the sales- 
men ship the bonds to his ibank (with 
draft attached) but he always fail- 
ed to lift the draft. with the result 
that the lbonda went back to the com- 
panv, with some collection charges 
added to the bond house’s expense 
account. He’s’ l’et alone now, and, 

when he wants some Ibonds, he die- 
tides when, how, and where they are 
to be bought. 

And so op. The subject is a big 
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one and the possibilities for diacus- 
sion are end’lcss. The consuming pub- 
lic must learn ho,w to handle it, if one 
is to have any peace. And the pub- 
lic, I’m sure, would be glad to pay 
for a book that could show them some 
neat method8s of keeping clear of the 
go-getters. Such a job, well done, 
should earn the writer a place in the 
Hall of Fame. 

: : : 
I have heard it*saiy ths man’s brutal- 
ity must be blamed on his ancestors 
who lived in the jungle trees. Please 
comment. 

I think someone should rise to the 
defense of our monkey cousins. They 
have been made to take the blame 
too often for the behavior of “civil- 
izcd” men like Hitler and Mussolini. 
Blaming the horrors of Fascist gang- 
sterism on our ape-ancestors is being 
just a little too rough on the chat 
tering little fcllowo who amuse 11s 
when, we watch them scavoriting in the 

I’ve noticed their love of a lit- 
%z’rough fun-like pulling tails and 
slapping one another on the snozzle, 
but I never saw any of thelm go in 
for poison gas,, their babies weren’t 
put to work rn cotton mills, they 
didn’t divide Ithemselves into “racial” 
groups and decide the smallest group 
was to be persecuted, they didn’t be. 
head any of their kind for leaving 
one tree to join the “infrrior” apes 
playing in another tree, they didn’t 
pass decrees declaring monkeys with 
red buttocks were inferior to those 
with “olue bottoms, and, of course, 
they didn’t die to maintain a system 
that allowed a s’mall class of apes to 
take possession of all the coconuts 
and hoI’d them for private gain. The 
monk& family is in serious need Of 
a minister of propaganda. 

Is it a fart thit the Chinese find that 
even the cleanest white people carry an 
odor that’s offensive to them? 

Carl Crow, in his book on China, 
entitled “4Ml Million Customers,” 
says this is, so, that, regardless of 
how neat and clean thev may be, 
white people offend the Chinese sense 
of smell. Mr. Crow, who spent 25 
years in China as an advertising man, 
writes that not onlv is the odor un- 
pleasant to them but, accordin’g to 
some of the author’s close Chinese 
friends, it’s nauseating. Mr. Crow 2s 
unable to explain the reason for this. 

He isn’t inclined to blame the odor 
on diet. Maybe some of my Chinese 
readers+1 have a few-will take me 
into their confidence an,d write me ex- 
actly what kind of a stink it. is they 
olbject to, where it seems to corn? 
from, and anything else they -care to 
tell me-all in the interest of pure 
research. I recall how, when I was a 
kid, I Used %O find it offensive to 
be near women who had just partaken 
o,f food fried in lard. It. used to 
nauseate me. Rnt I don’t. r~all h.av- 
ing suffered the same unpleasant 
experience in recent years, which may 
be the result of having grown ac- 
customed to the stink. Or, have the 
wolmE,n found the stink and eliminated 
it with their almost equally terrible 
pwfnme? Strange, hut it s,eems that 
I didn’t notice the lard stink so much 
about men as about women, when 1 
was a youngster. Maybe this was be- 
cause the women did the couking, 
thus getting themselves reeking with 
the lard vapor. But. all this doesn’t 
seem to make sense about the Chinese 
angle I’ve. been discuslsing; The wom- 
en I mentioned all belonged to the 
working class. The wommen and men 
who are usually met by Lhe in&&i- 
tants of China belong to our middle 
or upper classes. And they rarely 
stin’k of lard. So, if that’s a fact, 
then what is it thev stink of? 

+3 * ” $4 
Please give me the lines of Thomas 
Hardy’s Christmas Day poem? 

Thomas Hardy’s biting satire, given 
out on Christmas Day, 1924, follows: 
‘“Peace upon earth!” was said. We sing 

it, 
And pay a million priests to bring it. 
After two thousand years of mass 
We’ve got as fg a; no$on gas. 

Give the derivation of the word “panic.” 

It is derived from Pan, the Greek 
God. The! ancients believed Pan was 
able to brinig about quick, causeless 
fears. 

Did Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kick over a 
lantern and start the great Chicago 
fire? 

Silas8 Bent,, on,e of the #ablest jour- 
nalists in the country and the au- 
thor of several volumes on the news- 
paper business, says in his ibook, 
“Ballyhoo,” that, “the last survivor 
of the group which r,eiported the Chi- 
ca,go fire of 1871 admitted, shortly 
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before his death, that Mrsl. O’Leary’s 
cow had not kicked over the lantern.” 
He continues : 

“The fire had started from spon- 
taneous combustion in a havloft. 
but a fretful Bossie seemed to the 
reporters a more picturesque origin 
of the disaster. The myth was em- 
halmd in anng and stnry: it ia a 
part of our childhood heritage; and 
a disenchanted public is aggrieved 
and distrustful at being let down 
in this fashion.” 

It seems that the job of tracking 
down bunk is an endless one, and 
that the debunker assumes the most 
onerous of tasks. 

Did you see Joan Crawford and Fran- 
chat Tone in “The Bride Wore Red” 
and, if so, what did you think of it? 

Pretentimous trash. 
**t +% a+ 

Row did you like the Russian movie 
“Tovarich”? 

I found it fairly amusiing, though 
I never go’t, the feeling it was impor- 
tant stuff. 

: + * 
What did you*‘think of “Nothing Sa- 
rrd”? 

A good show, crowded with hilari- 
ous nonsense and amu#sing entertain., 
ment. Ben Hecht is at his best when 
he writes this sort of comedy ant at 
his worslt when he busts loose with 
the mystical hokum of “The Scoun- 
drel.” “Nothing Sacred” is a fast- 
moving satire on sensational journal- 
ism, and when I say it%. as good as 
the same author’s “Front Page” I’m 
throwing out a lot of praisle. Fred- 
erick March and Carole Lombard do 
great work, but I thought the picture 
wasi swiped frnm them during the few 
minutes Maxie Rosenlbloom did hi,s 
funny bit of phoning to his slow-wit- 
ted brother. 

+3 * a+ 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

It seems that we shall have to dras- 
tically revise most of the notions which 
we have held for the past two decades 
concerning the effectiveness of the air- 
plane as an offensive weapon f,o’r de- 
moralisin 

!I 
civilian populations and 

causing t em to importune their gov- 
ernments to sue for peace at any cost. 
From what we can observe at this dis- 
tance it appears that the exact ‘opposite 
from the expected reaction is pretty 
generally being evoked by resort to 
bombing of civilians; there has been a 
stiffiening of resistance and a ilrmer 

resolution t#o win wherever this brutal 
Illrasillre has been used. 

However, I believe that a more ex- 
tensive use could be made of the air- 
plane for spreading propaganda behind 
the lines, that is, by the dropping of 
prmte,d leaflets. In such an applica- 
tion of this new arm the advantage 
would be heavily in favor of the forces 
of democracy, because they have only to 
hammer away persistently with the 
truth. The lies, on the other hand, need- 
ed to bolster the Fascist’s cause if they 
used the same tactic would tend in time 
to help defeat them, for is it not an 
axiom that every lie needs to be follow- 
ed by a few more for support? Thus. 
they would soon become so contradic- 
tory and varie,d as to largely nullify 
each other. 

SKEPTIC 
+ * * 

Editor. The American Freeman: 
I th,ink The Freeman the most inter- 

esting aublication in America. As a 
Rationalist I can sav that. But the 
members of our union”are not Rational- 
ists and therefore I could not endorse 
The Freeman. There is only one reason 
why I couldn’t-your attacks on that 
sweet delusion, that mental drug-re- 
ligion. 

The language in The Freeman is clear, 
concise, forceful; it reeks with the guts 
of reality. Somehow the average work- 
er can stomach all the scathing and 
blistering nttncks on the economic and 
political set-up, and yet become senti- 
mental as hell about his religion. This 
shouldn’t be so difficult to understand 
when even such thinkers as Durant, 
Santayana and Dewey still play with re- 
ligion and religious ideas. 

I believe you will have to be satis- 
fied with the Rabiunalist minurity now 
on the subscription list of The Freeman 
if you wish to continue the practice of 
battling religion. On the other hand, I 
believe that if religion were side-track- 
ed or mnre delicately and tactfully 
handled, The Freeman could become a 
msas circulating paper. 

Personally speaking, you can bat re- 
ligion in The Freeman all you please 
and I will laugh an,d clap my hands 
with glee. But what delights the Ra- 
tionalist will alienate the religious, and 
workers are religious either sentimen- 
tally or dogmatically. 

I have tested The Freeman on work-’ 
ers. They get a big kick out of your 
qudps and stoVies, and your spicy re- 
views of movies, your brilliant com- 
ments on political and economic life: 
they get a sour puss when I read one 
of your attacks on religion. 
Neville Island, Pa. MELVILLE KRESS 

[Editor’s note: While T wnn’t try t.n 
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infer that religious ideas are unpopular, 
I don’t intend to PO to the other ex- 
t&me and take th< position that the 
working masses are steeped in piety. 
The trend has been in the direction of 
indifferenti sm or outright skepticism, 
though I grant too many workers let 
themselves remain the intellectual slaves 
of priests, preachers and rabbis. So far 
as The Freeman is concerned, it 
shouldn’t make compram,ises with super- 
naturalism even if this means a smaller 
body of rea’ders. Readers like Melville 
Kreaz should ‘Lear in mid that they 
aren’t being asked to enlist whole or- 
ganizations of workers as readers of 
Freethought literature. All they need 
do is to get five or 10 readers, which 
shouldn’t be difficult.] 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Decem- 
her 26, 1937. (Ferd Gottlieb, reviewer.) 

In addition to the well-known series 
of Little Blue Books, Mr. Haldeman- 
Julius publishes a monthly journal, the 
American Freeman, whose colsumns are 
filled almost entirely by his answers to 
readers’ questins. The choicest of these 
he has gathered together and published 
in 12 smail volumes of about Reader’s 
Digest size. 

They are a ~emnrkahl~ pntpnnrri of 
fact, opinion and advice, Mr. Haldeman- 
Julius seems to be regarde,d by his read- 
ers as a combined encyclopedia, oracle, 
mnnsellor snd etiquette manual, for 
they consult him on every conceivable 
topic. He gives movie criticisms, dis- 
cusses domestic and world politics, de- 
bates religion from the freethinkers’ 
viewpoint, appraises patent medicines 
and dispenses assorted bits of general 
inNformation. 

So pat are many of the answers that 
one suspects the editor asks them of 
himself in order to pass on an arrest- 
ing ‘fact or air an opinion. The books 
indicate an active and inquiring mind, 
a wide field of knowledge, strong opin- 
ions and an elaborate filing system. 
Some of the material must be dismissed 
as trivial, some of it as prejudiced, hut 
the writing is vigorous, often witty, and 
every page puts on a good show. 

: : * 
Are the rich pe’iple**still as bitter about 
Roosevelt as they were during the last 
national election? 

If the comments I hear among 
businessmen reflect the min’ds of 
wealthy pe’ople throughout the coun- 
try, F. D. R. Ss still in the dog-housle, 
‘but I’m sure he doesn’t mind so long 
as’ the masses are with him, and I 
Ibelieve they’re still for the President. 
On!ly the othc’r day I was visited by 

, 
i 

‘. ; 

the head of a commercial organiza- 
tion, and when the Pre&lent’s name 
came up I thought the man was ready 
to pass out, for hi’s face turned pur- 
ple and the veins in his fac’e stuck 
out like the proverbial whipcords. 
I’m reminded of a story. A wo’man 
stolpped into the office of her husband, 
who was manager of a large office 
building. His office was in the rear. 
After telling his1 wife that President 
Roos’evelt was ‘about to pass in front 
of his building, he advised her to go 
into an unrented office that faced the 
street. “I wouldn’t walk acro8ss, the 
hall to see the-” and here his speech 
broke into a numlber o’f unprintable 
words. Taking the key, the wife went 
to the office, which she fomund occupied 
by a chiropractor, who had just moved 
int,o the office, still unbekn80wnst to 

the manager, for the deal had been 
arranged by his a,ssistanrt. The wife 
was the firs% patient, so the belly- 
rubber decided to give her a good 
goinmg-over. He laid her out on the 
table and st,arted massaging her, and 
the more he rubbed the more he felt 
stimulated by this buxom femaale. 
She. on the1 oth’er hand. took everv- 
thing he offered, including plenty of 
old-fashioned hugging an’d loving. 
Wh’en she got back to her husband 
s#he thought it Ibest to tell her old 
man how sh,e had been treated. Out- 
ra,ge#d, the hutiband asked 
didn’t you yell. 9” To which (he ‘22 ” 
an answered: “Why should I ~41 and 
let Roosevelt think I was cheering 
hi’m?” 

a 4+ *r 
“I note that you do not recommend 

the ch,anging of oil in the crankcase of 
a motor car. I asked the U.S. Bureau 
of Standards about that and they sent 
me a circular which stated that probably 
no damage would occur if the same oil 
were left in the crankcase, but they 
added that if damage did occur, it would 
be so costly that it was not worth the 
risk.“-Elmer C. Helm, Md. 

Editor, The American Freeman; 
Columnist “Jay Franklin,” in The 

Philadelphia Record, for December 27, 
1937, headed his column “We Reap the 
Fruits of a Mistaken Faith in Material 
Motives.” “A generation ago, when 
Henry Adams wrote ‘The Virgin or the 
Dynamo?’ he asked whether the hearts 
of modern men had not turned from the 
mystical worship of the princi le 
life, as summed up in the age-o d cult P 

of 

of the Virgin Mary, to the practical war- ’ 

. I I 
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ship of the principle of inaminate energ! 
as summed up in tbe generation of elec 
tricity by the dynamo. It should not re 
quire the presence of human misery i 
the midst of our plenty, the fallin 
birth-rate an,d the suicidal impulses o 
modern civilization to convince us tha 
we have already chosen the dynamo a 
the object of our daily devotions and ra 
cial asuirations. We build mo,re dam 
than cathedrals and turn switches of 
tener than we fall on our knees. . . 
The marrow of our bones, our ver: 
hlnnd and entrails protest that life i 
what we would serve, that the Virgil 
and Child still symbolize our faith il 
human destiny. . . We do well, for 
season, to turn our backs on this worll 
of smokeless chimneys and shutterec 
factories, to renew the old faith in thl 
Cradle and the Child.” 

What do you make of that, from Ja! 
Franklin’s pen? 

My nature is probably not mystica 
and sensitive enough to appreciate it. 
can’t see how building more cathedral! 
and fewer dams is going to solve thq 
social and economic problem. Can you: 

READEE 
* + 4+ 

Being a Freethinker and Rationalist, 
frequently indulge in discussions on re 
lirzion. sometimes even with E’unda, 
mentalists. These religious extremists 
usually insist they believe every wor( 
of the Bible because it was written bJ 
men directly inspired hy God, that thf 
book is one long revelation of God’f 
will. What is the best way to handle 
such an argument? 

An infinite, all..knowing God whc 
went to the tro’uble to reveal himself 
to the creatures he created certainly 
should inspire his offiscial reporters 
to do an accurate job of authorship. 
Instead, *we find a book crammed with 
albs8urd>tles, ‘inconsistencies, impossi- 
bilities, superstitions, and plain igno- 
rance. There is a vast literature that 
exposes these weaknes,ses of the 
Bible. much of which I quote from 
the to time. As In,gers8011 showed, in 
one of his mo,st f’amous and brilliant 
works, “The Mistakes’ of Moses”4 
masterpierce of Freethought literature 
which I place alongside Thomas 
Paine’s “Age of Reason”-an infinite 
God certaiq1.y ought to know better 
than to inspire wrfters in such a way 
that no two minds can agree on what 
their womrds mean, and clinche,d hi: 
argument with the valid point thal 
the birth of each religious sect-01 
which there now are hundreds-is 
plaiq evidence of C;o$5 bungling a3 

.  

an expositor of his ideas and wi&es. 
The infwnnrn t,n he dmwn is a simple 
one--the Ibook, instead of being the 
work of God, is merely a book created 
by men, some of them capable of 

lofty sentiments, but most. of them 
in’accurate, slovenly in their mental 
habits, careless &out nature’s facts, 
and Dossessed af ‘an ethical code that 
reflected the savage, crude society in 
which they lived. They wrote as best 
they knew how, and, while some of it 
was g-ood poetry, IIL+% 081 it was ter- 
rilbly inadequate. To attampt to ap- . 
ply this Ibook to today’s problems is to 
bind and hinder man’s gro’wing, 
emerging mind. That can do nothing 
but harm. Recently, while eating in 
a restaurant with a friend, during 
which we dis~cussed several powerful 
di’ctators, the waitress, olbviously a 
Fundamentalis&, interrupted, with a _ 
positixe, dogmatic air, that Mussolini 
woul’d ltose out because the Bible said 
so. My frie_nd, who likes to argue 
with casual acquaintances-sjdmething 
I usually avoid like poison-preslsed 
her for her reasons. She said the 
Bible says Rome would lose the last 
war, and, therefore. Mussolini, who , 
represents Rome, would lose. Any 
Yictories he might win wpnld be only 
temporary, and would mrrely i’mply 
:hat he hadn’t yet approached his 
ast war. This struck me as, ibo,th 
Imusing-and dangerous. Here is a 
Norld harassed by Fascism and dic- 
atorship everywhere compellemd to 
*eekon with powers, that mEan to set 
:ivilization back 500 years. In ordler 
‘n rlffpnd the insCt.utinns they look nn 
1s being precious, they must think in 
,erms of airplanes, battleships, tanks, 
lnd the like. But here. on the other 
land, is a Fundamentalist who waves 
;uch things aside because she found 
several words, in the Bible. This is 
1 small in.cident, but it shows the 
:eneral effects of the sacred, holy 
)ooh. It is another proof of the boo,k’s 
mtLsocia1, unrealistic, mystical in- 
luer~e. MilliuIls u?c people wuuld ac- 
ually uste the words of hal’f+avage 
‘anatics as guides to the problems of 
odav’s plconomic, industrial and social 
vorld. The Bilhle was written when 
memnloyment didn’t exist. when, im- 
7,erialism was unknown, when science 
was unheard of, when instruments 
ior masts destruction-bomlbers, pois- 
m gas, etc.-were vet to ibe invented, 
when large-scale industries weren’t 

L ‘, 
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even thought of-and yet t.he words 
in that book would be used, by mil- 
lions of people, to influence those who 
are touched “oy these ,great social, mil- 
itary and econolm8ic fo’rces, Looked at 
from that viewpoint the BQbIe be- 
comes a source of social danger, ‘es- 
pecially when its, advocates insist that 
it contains the revelations of an in- 
finite God. 

t : * 
Editor, The A&i& Freeman: 

Thcrc is a matter I hope you will 
bring to your readers’ attention. It 1s 
the new fashion of Bible-quoting. If 
I’ve heard it once I’ve heard it 50 times 
-most recently by Father Francis 
Yo,ung on the National Farm and Home 
Hour, and by Father Brennan in his 
Philadelphia broadcast of January 1, 
1938. “Not,” be says, “peace on corth, 
go’od will to men: but peace on earth 
TO MEN OF GOOD WILL.” Now why 
this distortion of the “word of God?” 
Has it sprung frum a desire to justify 
the Church in its attacks on peaceful 
Ethiopians and Spanish Loyalists? Does 
it mean, bolled down,, “Peace on earth 
to those who will permit themselves to 
be run by the Catholic Church”? 

Mr. McCabe, with his trenchant pen, 
could write a brilliant essay on this sub- 
ject, and I hope he will do so. 

Chapter 2, verse 14 of St. Luke says 
uncompromisingly, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” It does not say good will 
toward men whom we happen to like, 
or men of any particular race, color or 
creed. Who shall arrogate unto him- 
self the authority to rhange the word- 
ing of the Bible to suit himself? And 
if one man change it, why should not 
the rest of us do so, if we see fit? 

It was a striking coincidence that the 
President, in his C:hristmas message, 
said, (quoting Heywood Broun): “Good 
will toward men means good will to 
every last son of God.” 
Wilmington, Del. W. MATTHEWS 

* * * 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

Mr. McCabe mentioned the belated in- 
interest the Catholic clergy are taking 
in the Negro. Father Wm. Walsh in a 
recent broadcast from Philadelphia, ea. 
plained that “Uu to 10 years ago Cath- 
olics were hindered from helping the 
F;ly by lack of equipment and person- 

“Communists in the world L)FE 
doing’ali in their power to magnify the 
differences between men, so they may 
step in and conquer the country: They 
are endeavoring to set black against 
white, stirring up race hatred.” (Don’1 
you think this calls for comment?) The 
reason that so few intelligent (1) Ne- 

groes join the Communist party is, it 
seems, that they know “the Communists 
will use lbem fur canncm fodder in case 
of a- war.” This is amusing, if you feel 
like laughing, when you consider whom 
the Fascists are using for cannon fod- 
der. He waxes indignant about this 
L‘people which has been in chains for 
300 years?’ . . . “Popes have urged the 
faithful to, awaken from their lethargy 
-awaken to this crushed peuple, to the 
diabolical system that has denied their 
rights as citizens.” 

Seems to me something was done 
about this from l&%1-1865, something 
in which the Catholic Church took lit- 
tle part. But perhaps Father Walsh 
never heard of this. 

READER 

What’s the origin of the word “calcu- 
late”? 

The ancients used pebbles to help 
in counting. The word for this was 
“calculi,” from which calculate 
evulved. 

Recently I attended a six-day bicycle 
race and was impressed with the im- 
mense amount of energy expended by 
the participants. Has such energy ever 
been measured? 

Engineers, connected with the Gen- 
eral Electric Corporation measured 
the energy expended by six-day bi- 
cycle racers in terms “of an equiva- 
lent. amount of electric current.” They 
found “the work done by a six-(lay 
rider, if continued without intermis- 
sion for the) whole period, would have 
produced 15.5$iloFtF” 

“A Catholic play,.:The’Right to Live: 
deals with the life of Thomas Fitz 
Simons, who, according to a Catholic 
reviewer, ‘has never been given his 
rightful place among Revolutionary pa- 
triots, due to bigotry and intolerance.’ 
I should be more impressed by this 
concern over the slighting of certain 
patriots if it included that patriot with- 
out whom there might have been no 
struggle for liberty, a.ud who has truly, 
been the victim of bigotry and intoler- 
ance--THOMAS* PAiNE.“-Reader. 

f 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

0. 0. McIntyre came out with this 
gem in his column of December 19, 1937: 
“NO rrdin ne’ws commentator in my 
book has improved so much in the past 
year as Boake Carter. . . . IDS following 
grows. If I were in public life I’d want 
him on my side. More so’ even than 
General Johnson.” 

Of course if one is afraid of venomous 
tongues, one would have tp be an the 

‘ 

, 
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side of reaction, which plainly has a 
monopoly on them. I am afraid Mr. 
McIntyre and most of his colleagues 
have not the stamina of President 
Roosevelt, who has shoiwn himself a 
thoroughbred at taking vituperation 
and below-the-belt punches. And you 
yourself, Mr. E. H.-J., I’ve never known 
to back down from any stand you’ve 
taken because YOU thought it a’dvantage- 
ous to be on the “right” side of the 
vitriol-throwers. It goes without say- 
ing that Mr. McCabe is on the limited 
roster of the fearless, also. 
Wilmington, Del. W. MATTHEWS _. _. 

+% 43 * +% 43 * 
How much do Americans pay in pre- How much do Americans pay in pre- 
miums to the life insurance companies? miums to the life insurance companies? 
How much of this money do they get How much of this money do they get 
hnek ? hnek ? -_-.. _ 

During 1935, the U.S. life insur- 
anca companies received from policy- 
holders $3,639,000,000, of which 
$881,65’7,000 was taken in on behalf 
o’f them in the form of net income 
from investments, the remainder, $2,- 
757,348,000 coming direct from the 
pobcyholders. The Spectator Insur- 
ance Year Book for 1936 shows what 
ky life in,surance companies did with 

e above-mentioned money during 
1935, as follows: - 

reserves. At the end of 1935 these 
reserves had reached the vast total 
of $20,400,000,000. These reserves 
must run the gauntlet of depression, 
war and inflation. They belong to 
the policyholders in a legal sense 
but the degree to which they will 
serve the basic purpose for which 
they have been accumulated is 
shadowed by doubt. 

“The above figures are of course 
average figures and conceal a great 
deal. For instance, in industrial in- 
surance (weekly uremium oolicies 
usually taken by workers), the per- 
centage of premium income used 
for expense is about 25 percent. For 
certain classes of industrial policy- 
holders, e. g. those whose rates of 
lapsation is highest, the .proportion 
of premiums used for expenses may 
be as high a; 75*tner~t.” 

l + 

)lease write a few lines about the way 
)ur Tories insist that the Constitution 
s a sacred document which mustn’t be 
*ouched. 

Our Constitutioin-especially it3 
3ill o’f Rights--is a great document, 
but let’s not forget that the Constitu- 
ion its’elf provides for m&hods by 
vhich that “sacred” instrument may 

Received from or on behalf of 
insurance policyholders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,639,000,000 

Used for companies’ expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 696,000,000, or 19.1% 
Paid tn nnliryholders 

for death or other claims . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Paid to policyholders as surrender 

1,152,000,000, or 31.7% 

values on lapsed policies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Added to policyholders’ reserve account . . . . . . . . . . . 

883,000,000, or 24.3% 
908,000,000, or 24.9% 

$3,639,000,000 100.0% 

The Labor Res#earch Association, 
in its report on U.S. life insurance be rtvised. The founding fathers 
companies, comments on these figures, didn’t approa,ch the job of building 
as follows: a Constitution with the attitude that 

“We WC that of the vast premium the-v were creating slomething for all 
sums collected only 31.7 percent went time and under all conditions George 
directly to serve the basic purpose Washington expressed the sane, sen- 
of the insurance, that is to pay silble position of the best minds of his 
death, disability and endowment 
claims. For this service policyhold- 

day, when he wrote: 
“The warmest friends and the 

ers paid 19.1 percent of the premium 
snms to the companies in expense 
charges. 

“Of the sums collected, 24.3 per- 
cent was returned to policyholders 
in the form of surrender values. 
These surrender valuea, while not 

best supporters the Constitution 
has do not contend that it is free 
frum imperfectiuns but they have 
found them unavoidable and are 
sensible, if evil is likely to ar%e 
there from, the remedy must come 
hereafter . . . 

lost to the policyholders, represent- 
I do NOT thlnk we 

ed sums diverted from their basic 
are more inspired, have more wis- 

purpose. They are evidence of the 
dom, or possess more virtue, than 
those who will come after us.” 

vast turnover of policies that is 
continually taking place. 

+ * * 

“Finally, 24.9 percent of income 
You frequently write of Mark Twain as 

from policyholders was added to 
being a Freethinker, which I accept as 
true, but I wish you would add a few 
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Mark Twain expressions to the ones 
you have already offered. I am inter- 
ested an his opinions on God and re- 
ligion. 

One of Mark Twain’s most devas- 
tating remarks runs this way: 

“The altar-cloth oC one eon be- 
comes the doormat of the next.” 
In another place he writes of the 

conventional paradise, which he says 
was, thronged only with, “a great 
white-robed host of hosannaing &no- 
ramuses.” One of the great humorist’s 
most forceful passages follows: 

“A God who could make good 
children as easily ss bad, yet pre- 
ferred to make bad ones; who 
could have made every one of them 
happy, yet never made a single hap- 
py one; who made them prize their 
hitter life, yet stingily cut it short: 
who mouths justice, yet invented 
hell; mouths Golden Rules and for- 
giveness multiplied seventy times 
SJWPII, rind inwntnd hell: who 
created hell: who created man with- 
out invitation, then tries to shuffle 
the responsibility for man’s acts 
upon man, instead of honorably 
placing it where it belongs, npon 
himself.” 

Omar Khayyam brings out the same 
thought when he slam: 
Ohkatpu who Man of baser Earth didst 

Gntnazto with Eden didst devise the 

F~;~;,anll the Sin wherewith the Face of 

Is,~c=w~~;‘$ Man’s forgiveness give- 

Of cour&, Gods are man-made, 
and, as F. J. G’ould, in the 1937 issue 
of the “Rationalist Annual,” issued by 
the Rationalist Press Association, of 
England, says: “Man who made Gods, 
is slowly unmaking them. He made 
them unconsciously; he un,makes them 
consciously.” 

4 4 4 
Our daily newspapers are open propa- 
gandists for the churches. Large space 
is always being given to church mat- 
ters. Sermons are reported generoTOIJ 
eswxiallv on Mondny mnminan. 
wfiat I’d-like to know is this: kre jouri 

naliste themselves churchgoers? 
Toadying to the church is consider- 

ed sound editorial policy in pra&icaI- 
ly every editorial room ‘ia the coun- 
try. So far as the daily press i#s con- 
c~,rned, I know of no exceptions. Even 
The Daily Worker, ed’ited asi it is by 
Atheistis, likes t.@ pipe down on its 
skepticism in order to attract church- 

gro’ersl to its political an,d economic 
policies. Mlost of the other newspa- 
pers are edited by Freethinkers, the 
minority still going to church being 
less than 10 percent of the whole pro- 
fession. I have no figurers on jour- 
nlalists in ‘general, but I have a spe- 
:ial inquiry to draw on, and it strikes 
tne as sound in every way. Leo C. 
Kosten, on a fellowsNhip of the Social 
Science Research Council. made an 
exhaustive study OC 154 Washington 
zorrenpondents conmcied with our 
greatest newspaper#s and news s’er- 
vices. His book, “The Washington 
Correspondent,” contains valuable 
data. Among hundreds osf other sub- 
jects stud&l by Mr. Rosten was the 
one dealing with journalists as 
?hnrchgoers. HP found that only 9.4 
percent regularly go to church. I 
think that figure will be foun’d true 
ove#r momsit of the country. This means 
that the members of a pr’ufession who 
are only on,e&ent.h churchgoers go 
out of their way to sipill tanks of ink 
daily boosting for religion and the 
church. The support 1,s in,sincere, and 
the church has little to be proud of in 
the kow-towing it gets from a profes- 
aiurl that privately despises its met& 
ods, its ideas, its dogmas, and its pur- 
posses. But., to r’ead thet editorial and 
news ~column,e of a newspaper, one 
would imagiae at least 99.95 pey- 
cenit 09 all jo’urnalists were as pious 
as the Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, when 
he isn’t busy baiting Jews. Inlste,ad, 
thsese newspalpermen are a ribald, 
bla.sphemous, ske$tical, disbelieving, 
chu~rchleus, and Godless outfit, to the 
extent, at least, of 90.6 pe,rcent. And 
yet, these men) and women who con- 
stitute 90.6 percent of the profes#sion 
~CVCY he&ate to rush inito print tie 
tell the;ir readers what horrible peo- 
ple Atheists, Agnostics, Rationalists 
and Fr&hinkers are, and that the 
Soviet Union will ‘never go very far 
because it has rejected God and his 
pious spokesmenl. 

They remind me nf Cirero's de- 
scription: “Of all villainy; there is 
nonle morel ba#se than, that of the hyp- 
acrite, who, at the moment he is most 
falsle, ,takes care) to aDnear mos’t vir- 
tuous.” Or, take William Hazlitt’s 
word)s : “The only vice that cannot be 
forgiven is hypocrisy. The repentance 
of -a hypocrite is, ‘itself hypocrisy.” 
The same author, in another place, 
tells how “a hypcrits despilses those 
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whom he deceives, but has no respect 
for h~imself. He wonlld make a dupe 
of himself, too, if he could.” 

But, while we’re lotokinlg over OUT 
journalistic hypo’crites, let’s1 not be 
too hassh with them, for,. after all, 
they are only a sinlgle hne in the 
great Parade of Cant. Who kno;ws 
how many hypocrites are right up in 
the ,pulpit, preaching ideas they 
:;a:;; attackmg. people they rea4ly 

gupportmg doctrrnes they 
consid& outdated, and nlouthing ad- 
herence to superstitifonls they know 
can o’nly slerve to poi.son and warp 
the minds of those who hear their 
cant in good faith. The Great God 
Mammon make,s hypo’crites of mil- 
lions. 

Can you explain why ‘ancient Greece 
promdnced such a large number of philos- 
ophers? 

One of the meet important reasons 
was tihe fact that ancien’t Greece 
didn’t pclrmit. the priests to exercise 
anty kind of political control. They 
were confined strictly to thseir so-call- 
ed functions in the temples devoted 
to religious ceremo’nies. This subor- 
dinat’e position of the p&o&hood 
made possiqble an atmosph,ere of in- 
telllectual freedom. As a result, phi- 
losomphy flourished. If  Greece had ele- 
vated its priest#s to positions of public 
authority the result would have been 
a condition unfri~~ndly to free intel- 
lectual pursuits. Priests have always 
had a vested interest, in intellectual 
darkness. 

4 4 4 
How did Adam get the words with which 
to give names to all the animals? 

God, who was exceptionally busy 
at the time. gave the job of naming: 
the. animals to Adam. ‘They were 
marched before him, in a long row, 
and he looked each one over and 
thought o,f the name that would fit 
the beast. Where he got s#o many 
words shouldn’t caus’e wondaer, con- 
sidsering he had God right at his el- 
how to egg him on. For example, 
when the hog was) brought before 
Adam to be named, how simple is 
it to C~SSU~C that since the beast bo 
haved like a hog it would bet right 
smart to call him iby that name. 

Why was it that the Lord, after making 
all living creatures by just calling them 
into existence out of nothing, had to 
gb to immense trouble, including a 

deligte surgical operation, to get Eve 
made? 

It seems I detect a note of sarcasm 
in the above, and _such levity m’ustn’t 
be tolerated. The Lord knew exactly 
what he was up against, for he’d used 
up all his raw materials before mak- 
ing up his mind that poor Adam 
needed a woman around the garden. 
He figured-properly, it seems to me 
-that Adam woulfln’t miss a mere 
rilb, practically in the way that a 
Ford owner today with 24 spare 
tires wouldn’t miss one if come good 
friend got into trouble and needed 
one. However, it didn’t look good for 
the Lord when he miscalculated SO 
grievously, forgetting to make Eve 
for Adaq until after all the universe’3 
ready supply of nothing had been 
used up making @as, skunks, crabs, 
termites, rats, and other useful ani- 
mals, including the exceptionally net- 
essary and delightful germs of diph- 
theria, ttibmerculosis, small pox, lep- 
rosy, gonorrhea, and syphilis. 

4 4 4 
Bruce Calvert, in the Open Road, says 
“the germ theory of disease is laughed 
out of court.” Please comment. 

What Calvert wriLw on Lhe germ. 
theory can’t be accepted as the ex- 
pression of an informed person. I 
like to read after Calvert, until he 
breaks loose on scientific medicine, a 
slubject about which he knows next 
to nothing. I wish Calvert would tell 
us just which court it was that laugh- 
ed the “germ theory” out of exis- 
tence, and. while he’s at it, let him 
tell us why he calls it the “germ 
theory” when the reality of germs is 
an established fact. I f  he thinks 
theare% no validity to the “theory” 
that germs cause disease, he should 
expose himselff to the bugs of gon- 
orrhea and syphilis and s’ee what 
h$appens. 

4 4 4 
After all, what can science do for us 
about life’s mysteries? 

With Harry Elmer Barnes I say: 
“If science can’t explain the mysteries 
of life, surely religion can’t,.” 

4 4 4 
What do you think of the etstemcnt 
that science has not replaced philos- 
ophy? 

True, realistic philos’ophy is more 
n?‘cessary than ever now that we have 
advan’ced so far with our 40-odd 
branches of materialistic science. The 
first duty of science is to gather the 
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facts; the job of philosophy is to in- 
terpret thoq facts. Philowolphy, t.here- 
fore, is 8n esseetial+ pait of science. 

1 have seen the statement made in the 
press lately to the effect that the Pana- 
ma Canal coul,dn’t clear a battleship 
weighing more than 36,000 tons. Please 
explain. 

American naval architects claim 
that any 43,000-ton battleship built by 
the US. would have to be of 106-foot 
beam at the very least.. Thi is to0 
wide’ for the Panama CanaT locks, 
which wouid have -to be widened at 
an estimated co& of about $500,000,- 
000, for the Canal itself as well as 
the locks would have to be rebuilt. 
The giant British cruiser, Ho0d, 
which weighs 42,000 t.ons, passed 
through the Panama Canal from the 
Pacific in; 1923, but its width is 104% 
feet. When the Hood wasi in the lock 
there were but 30 inches to spare he 
tween the hull and the walls of the 
lock on either aid’e. I f  we were t0 
build ships, to0 wide to pass through 
the Canal they would lose their stra- 
tegic value be’cause they would be Em- 
ited virtually to either the Atlantic 
or the Pacific. There is s#ome talk 0f 
building battleslhips up to 60,000 
tons with a speed of 35 kno#ts, which 
w0uld cost about $2,000 per ton or 
about $120,000,000 for the b&&ship. 
By a pe~culiar twist of logic the 
American public is is0lationist and in 
favor of a bigger navy at o’ne and the 
same time. 

What do you think of Van Zeeland’s 
remedy fnr international nroblemst 

I read his full report-?t ran t0 
thousanld,s of w0rds-t.hinking I might 
cet material for a fat piece in this 
$ous organ of righteo&nes+ but I 
gave up the idjea and decidecl it wo8uld 
be easier to characterize the whole 
mes,s 0f $4 words8 this’ way: 

It would be a fine thing if the U.S. 
would agree to sltop expect.ing to cob 
lect on the war dfebts’, for they are a 
constant source of annoyan’ce to Faae- 
iti dictators who have their mind15 on 
the more s’erious problem of getting 
ready for a new war. After dropping 
the claims aeainslt its debtors the U.S. 
sho’&ld dip &to its vas,t gold supply 
and dish it out to Hitler and Musso- 
lini who need it in order to finish 
th,eir preparations for the coming 
war. 

That’s putting it in a few simple 

2-‘cent word,s, for which I’m sure I’ll 
mvw he able t,o collect. anv mo’re 
than- Uncle Sam will ever be “able to 
collect a dime osf the money due him. 
Since the war debts are u~coll~ectable, 
he’s better forget abo’ut them, but he 
should be strictly o,pposled to jo’ining 
inI any clever scheme to help finance 
Hitler an,d Mussolini in t.heir crazy 
spalsms of aggres#sion’. 

In case of war, what will Germany and 
Ttnly rlo to ront.inne their sumly of 
iron? 

Durinp the World War Gtrmanv 
already had iron m’ines in Alsface. 
But this; slo’uree is now in the hands 
of France. Because th,e French moved 
their s0ldiers back 10 miles from t.he 
front at the beginning of ho’stilities 
in 1914, Germany was abl,e to smash 
through and capture France’s Briey 
iron mines. These mines, of coursle, 
have ‘been. res4,orcd to France. In ad- 
dition. France has erected its, power- 
ful Magin#ot line, which is slupposed 
to be a#ble to hold back any force 
that Germany is able to hurl to’ the 
West. This1 will mean that Germany, 
at the’ outbre,ak of aI new war, will 
have to depend. entirely on Swed~en, 
a countrv rich with hich-arade iron 
ore, It’s “reported on exe&&t author- 
itv that while SW&en wouldn’t dare 
&fuse openly to’ sell iron to Fascis* 
Germany it will, in order to show its 
snaDort for the world’n democracies, __ 
see to it that the iron in.dustry is 
kept in the Erin of a serie,s of strikes. 
LGbor and rheAgovernmEnt will work 
together to keep Gmmsny from using 
iron in order to tiestroy demucracy 
and freedfom. The situation in Italy 
will be practically the same, for Mui- 
solini has to import ore to keep his 
military machine supplied. The Brit- 
ish anld French navies can be depend- 
ed o’n to make it impos8siljle for iron 
ore to reach Fascist Italy. The same 
oon,ditionl prevail’s with regard to cot- 
ton, ano’ther essential raw material 
of the war machine. 

A pro-Nazi editorial says that Hitler’s 
nolicies are accented by almost all the 
people of Germany. Piease comment. 

Just because Hitler has rraaa?d a 
man it doesn’t follow he has 

- ‘_- -~. 

won him 
over. Silence frequently is just an- 
other way of expreslsing one’s dis- 
agreement. 

I wish .you would comment on the en- 
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closed clipping which claims that evo- 
luliun Ia rejecled by many uf the 
world’s greatest scientists. It lists fa- 
mous names like Lord Kelvin, Sir 
Charles Bell, Rudolph Virchow, and 
others. All attacked evolution. After 
studying Joseph McCabe, E. Haldeman- 
Julius and many other reliable sources 
I have come to regard evolution as more 
than a theorv. I am fullv convinced it 
is a fact. Piease cornme& on why so 
many distinguished scientists reject 
evolution as an obsolete theory. 

For more than 30 years a 1Sst of 
anti-evolutionists, led by Lord Kelvin, 
Virchow, and others, has been used 
in newspapers and other publicat.ionls 
by Fundamentalists who would have 
the educated world accept the crea- 
t.innis~t them-y in place of the fact nf 
evolution. Many uninformed persons 
are taken in when they see sluch great 
names on the side of the* angels. 
First,, let me warn my readers that 
these Fundamentalists never give 
their readers the dlates when these 
slcientists lived. At first glance one 
would accept the inference that these 
famous, names represent men who’ are 
now active in the world of science. 
The fact is, of course, that thex list- 
ed scientists lived and did Oheir work 
in the last century, before evolution 
received universal accceptance among. 
the educated. Let us look at just. a 

of facts one< is compelled to accept the 
assumption that they are moved by 
dishonorable motives. Let these anti- 
evolut.ioni& go to the great biolo- 
gists, anthropologists, physi’cists and 
other leaders of science in great es- 
tablisihments like Harvard, Cam- 
bridge, Oxford, .the Sorbonne, Chioa- 
gu Univt!rsity, Johns Hopkins, Prince- 
ton, Columbia, and any of 60 other 
fine universities-let them go from 
department to department and I defy 
them to find a eingle first-rate scien- 
tist who rejects evolution. That’s 
what the educated world of today 
thinks of evolution. Such scientists 
insist th,at evolution is no longer a 
mere theory but a series of establish- 
ed and verified facts. Fifty or ‘76 
years ago the shory was entirely dif- 
ferent., for in those early days most 
ecientlstsl still accepted the creation- 
ict myth that’s found in’ Gcnodsl. I’ve 
said it before, but the o’ccasion de- 
mands I repeat that when Huxley 
appeared before the yearly meeting 
of the .British As8sociation for the 
Advancement of Science, in London, 
in 1859, to defend Darwinism and the 
t.hheory nf evolution in general, he 
found that 95 percent of the as- 
sembl& scientists were against him 
and earnestly in favor of Bishop 
Wilberforce, Huxley’s opponent, who 
assured the convention that evolution 
was untrue because it conflicted with 
the Bibls. Back in those dsays--with 
3nly 5 percent of the scientists ac- 
:epting evolution--it. was possible to 
make up an impressive list of anti- 
~volut~onisir, and men lhc Wilber- 
force were always ready to use 
names like Lord Kelvin’s to keep the 
Sr0pin.g masses from rejecting the 
myths and superstitio’ns of religious 
ideology. The world moves slowly, 
but it moves. Times change. Man’s 
store of knowledge grows apace. To- 

,, few omf their names, for space won’t 
permit me to analyze all of them- 
though I want to emphasize the fact 
that the ones I usle are nrot the least 
bit exceptional. Lord Kelvin always 
$E$ the parade of anti-evolutionists. 

British mathematician and 
ph&icist was born in 1824 and did 
all of his work during the third and 
fourth quartero of the 19th C@ntury. 
He’ died in 1907, alEed 83 years. An- I 
other n.a’me invarialblv used is that of 

’ Rudollnh Virchow, German path&- 1 
gist. He was born in 1821 and died in ( 
1902, in his 81st yc’ar. Then we come dav, the shackles of t.he supernatursl 
to another name always used by anti- ---if I may take Willi,am J. Fielding’s 
evnlntinni.&-4, Sir Charles Bell Scot- hanpy phrasle-are hold;inlg smaIler 
tish a#natomist phy&logi& and Smaller numbf,rs of even the 
Act,ually. he was ti:n in 1774 and half-e&ated. The cultural and sci- 
died in 1842, and was long in his entific leaders of the entire world- 
grave befure the world bad its first wherever inquiry is free and oducn- 
look at Darwin’s “Origin of Species ‘9 tion is liberated-are supporters of 
and “The Descent of Man.” If  our the facts of evolution. Our anti- 
an,ti-evolutionists were really honest evolutionisfts can’t es#cape that simple, 
in their position they would give their obv!ous fact, and their uneasiness is 
readers the fllll sltory, including the made Dlain by their tactic of hiding 
dates1 when their suppotiers lived, the simple truth under the cloak of 
but since they suppress so vital a act distortion, Ear it’s nothing Ieea than 
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that to parade anti-evo1utioni.st.s be 
fore the unthinking without telling 
them when such antagonists lived 
Today, one must go to oneJbuilding 
jerk-water collegeIs and e’ducational 
rollin’g mills run by religious organ 
izatio’ns to find teachers who rejec? 
evolution, but such ignoramuses have 
no stamlirlg in the halls of learning. 
They are cultural riff-raff. I f  such s 
freak were to appear in a real de. 
nartment of science-in Harvard, %I 
examp&--he would be laughed tc 
sham’e, if hle still was capable of feel. 
ing the emotion elf shame. Evolu- 
tion i’s a settled fact. The educated 
world accepts it. Those who try TV 
hide this condition are nothing more 
than disreputs$e c$oe;lrers. 

When the American book publishem 
voted unanimously to stay away from 
Germany’s book fair because of Hitler’s 
destruction o’f free press, a Nazi spokes- 
man answered: ‘In Germany we feel 
that the public, not the publishers, 
should have the freedom, and in Ger- 
many the government is the public.” 
Please comment. 

I’m glad to see that my fellow pub 
lishcrs have deoid,ed to boycott the 
1938 International Congress of Book 
Publishers in Leipzig. If  they attend- 
ed they would be endorsing Hitler’s 
savage orgy of book-burning, perse- 
cution of liberal authors, and eensor- 
ship by barbarian’s who have lighted 
t,he fires of bigotry. As for that de- 
licious morsel of logic which ema- 
nated from the German consul, let me 
turn it over to the editorial writer 
for BzMness Week, who simplifies it 
all this way: 

So the government, being the pub- 
liti, stops thr nnhlic, which is the 
government, from reading what the 
public, which is the government, 
wants to read but what the govern- 
ment, which is the public, does not 
want the public, which is the gov- 
ernment. to read. 

Can you tell me something sboot Cnnnt 
Mannfred VOR Killinger, Nazi consul 
general in San Francisco? 

Gerhardt Seger. who was, during 
tbe days of the German Rcpulblic, a 
Social Democratic member of the 
Reichstag and who escaped from one 
of Hitler’s concen’tration camps. is 
now lecturing in t.he U.S. According 
to Seger-wham I have quoted before 
and have always found scrupulous 
about his facts-the Nazi o)lticial in 

San Francisco “is a brute.” Seger 
addsls; “It is: true. he horsewhipped a 
19-yearold girl. That. is well known 
in Germany. It is also true he was 
one of Rathen’au’s assassins.” (Rath- 
enau, let me add, was one of the lsead- 
ers of the Ger’man Republic and was 
assassinated bg a pnd*of Hit,lerites.) 

Can you explain why N&i Germany is 
importing 30,000 Italian farm laborers? 

Hitler’s vast rearmament drive has 
dislocated Gerlnany’s agricultural 
st,ructure, moving hundreds of thou- 
sands of the country’s young workers 
from the land into the army or the 
arms industries. That explains the 
“shortmane” of farm labor. 

Nazi propagandiate insist that every- 
thing in Germany is quiet and orderly. 
Please comment. 

It’s the qui$ of+the+grave. 

A German newspaper published in the 
U.S. justifies Nazi persecution of Com- 
munists on the grounds that Hitler is 
doing on a large scale what the U.S. is 
doing right along. The article says 
many Communists in the U.S. are in 
priy or awaiting trial. Please com- 

I haven’t rYeen the article referred 
to, nor does my correspondent send 
me the clipping under discussion. 
However, if he is quoting the paper 
accurately I can say definitely that 
;he charges are’ false in toto. A wr- 
rey conducted by the American Civil 
Liberties Union shows that not a 
ringIe Communist is in prison or jai1 
n any State in the Union for political 
mtivi’ty or belief. The report al’s0 
alays that, “in sharp contrast to pre- 
:eding years, no proceedings against 
2osmmunists for poIitica1 activiciels 
Look place in 1937.” There were a few 
ninlor cases in some American courts 
luring 193’7, but such cases had been 
?ieo,v,, fro-m previous years. The 

“aslcrrbed the ceslsation of 
>rosecution.s of Communists t*o the 
J.S. Supreme Court decisions a year 
tgo sustaining the right of Commu- 
lists to hold meetings and to dis- 
ributo literature.” An additional 
‘actor, says the report, is found 
n “the changed tactics of Commu- 
lists in abandmoning revolution~ary 
jropaganda in favor of support of 
democracy.” Admitting that the coun- 
ry is Being bombarded with an im- 
nonso aniti-&mmuni& propaganda, 
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the report says “the civil rights Of 
Communists are now generally exer- 
cised without intmerference.” This con- 
dition stands1 in contra& to the sitwa- I 

worl,d of entertainment, we are 
what in doubt as to the others 
tioned. Kindly check on this. 

some- 
men- 

tion in Germany, where Hitler be- 
heads Communi&s, throws thousands 
into prisons and con8centrat+ion camps, 

c and in othetr ways tortures and per- 
selcutes them. All bhis is in addition 
to a complete supprsslsion of fnee 
discussion, free press, free assembly, 
free cono~cicncc, and the right to or- 
ganize. 

+3 +s + 
Before joining the Nationalist forces of 
Chiang Kai-shek for the purpose of re- 
sisting Japanese imperialism, the Red 
Army of the Chinese Soviets, in West- 
ern China, worked out a series of rules 
of atratrgy. Can you let mc have them? 

Each recruit in the Chinese m 
Army (now known a,s the 8t,h Route 
Army) was ‘expected to memorize 
four military axioms, a5 fdlow5: 

1. Enemy advances; we retreat. 
2. Enemy encamps; we harass 

them. 

I have go& over The American 
ebrew’s list with some care and 
ust say that, SK) far as I know the 
,atement is correct. I believe ‘It is 
ell esttiblished that the following 
.m celebrities are Jews: 

Charles Chaplin, Joan Blondell, 
z;e L:zFP E;zaeth McKenna, . . Ellis June 
Knight, Silly iilers, June ‘Travis 
Peter Lorre, Francis Lederer, Bin: 
nie Barnes, Douglas Fairbanks, Igor 
Gorin. 

3. Enemy avoids battle; we at- 
tack. 

4. Enemy r;treaJs; ;.e pursue. 
f 

I want to know how many miles of 
highway there are in the world and 
how many are in the U.S. 

Our highest authority in this field 
is the Automotive-Aeronautics Trade 
Division of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce, which, after making a 
world survey, reported that. at the 
clcme of 1937 the U.S. had about 
3,065,OOO miles of highway, which is 
‘albuut one-third orf the world’s total, 
which is’ around 9,687,OOO. The siame 
report also s,ayo there are 40,459,OOO 
‘motor cars in the world, of which 
28,520,500 are in the U.S., which iS 
more’ than two-thirds of the t.otal. In 
the last eight years, the report con- 
tintues, “the highways of the world 
,increased more than 3,105,OOO miles, 
land the number of motor vehicles 
registered incgase$ bs 12.028,400.” 

Several months hack The’ American He. 
brew magazine published lists of many 
prominent Jews in the U.S. The ar. 
titles went on to state that Jews were 
to be found among film notables, and 
went on to list a number of names 
which I am enclosing. We have had 
some controversy over this list. While 
the whole world is familiar with the 
fact that Eddie Canto’r, Al Jolson and 
Fannie Brim are Jewry’g gift to the 

an you give me the Trotsky fish story 
iat’s going the rounds? 
The way I heard it, Trotsky went 

shing near his home in Mexico City, 
nd while at his favorite sport the 
rorld-famous exile from the Stalin 
egime ,met a friendly peasant, who 
Iso was casting. The st,ory con- 
.nues : 

“How’s fishing?” asked the peas- 
ant. 

“Well,” Trotsky replied slo,wly, 
as if giving the matter murh 
thought, “it’s rather like the in- 
ternational situation-unstable.” 

The peasant’s eyes bulged out. 
“H-m-m,” he muse,d. “Here’s a guy 
that’s been around.” 

They continued talking until fin- 
ally the peasant said: “Did you 
know that Leon Trotsky is dead.” 

“I’m so.rry,” 
he isn’t. . . .” 

said Trotsky, “but 

“How do you know?” 
“Well. if Trntpky were dcnd he 

wouldn’t be fishing in this little 
stream.” 

This rather bowled the peasant 
over. Be looked up and don11 each 
hank, then said: 

“Well, maybe I got it wrong. It’s 
Stalin-Stalin’s dead.” 

“Oh. no’. he isn’t.” ronliPd Trotsky 

emph&i&lIv. 
-, - -=---, 

“HOW do -VOU know?” the peasant 
inquired. 

&If Stalin were dead, I wouldn’t 
be fishing in this little stream.” 

The peasant jerked his head to 
look at Trotsky. 

“All right,” he said. “Trotsky 
and Stalin are both alive-and so 
is Lenin.” He look at Trotsky as if 
to say, “Now answer that one.” And 
Trotsky did. 

“Oh, no, Lenin isn’t alive.” 
“How do YOU know?” inquired 

the Peasant rather belligerently. 
“JJecaum if Lenln were a&e, he ’ 
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tao would be fishing in this little 
stream.” 

* * * 
Your statement that great church 01 
ganizations supported slavery befor 
and during the Civil War leads me t 
ask what words in the Bible serve 
them as scriptural authority? 

The literature of the pro-slaver 
church ‘bodies was voluminous A fen 
of the arguiments drawn from th 
Bilble were : 

1. Jesus, though surrounded at all 
times by the institution of chattel 
slavery, never raised his voice 
against it. 

2. St. Paul plainly recognized 
slavery as a social institution. 

3. The pro-slavery Christians 
urged that Abraham was an owner 
of slnvcs. 

4. Isaac and Jacob, Job and the 
patriarchs all were slave-holders. 

5. The Levitical Law authorized 
ElCWCry. 

Of course? these same churcl 
bodies-especially in the South-don’: 
like to see these matters brought ul 
again. 

It’s interesting to note that whil! 
millions of people in the UJS. turner 
LU the DMe to su,pport an, inhumar 
social order, the great Karl Marx 
in London, England-an out-and-oul 
Atheist who coined the famous slOga 
that is still current in the Soviel 
Union, “Religion is the opium of tht 
people”+orked for the Union 
cause in Engl’and, where he did much 
to keep England from coming OUT 
openly for the Confederacy. He even 
received a letter from Abraham Lin- 
coln thankinjg the great proletarian 
philosopher and ecoaomist for his 
propagandistic efforts among the 
British working class, who, to the end, 
disapproved of the pro-South ele- 
ments in the government and stood 
firmly for the policies 04 Lincoln, 
who, by the way, never join& a 
church, and was, accord+inlg to excel- 
lent auth,ority& a Feet$nker. 

Row do the California citrus growers 
get their information about coming 
frosts? 

The U.S. potvvern’ment &en t,hisl work 
for them. Beginning on December 1 
of each year, government experts use 
the radio to warn the growers when 
frosts are on the way. The service 
is 50 efficient that the frost experts 
are able to tell the citrus people at 
just what’hour of the night or early 
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morning the1 temperat.ure may be ex- 
pected to be dlebructive to crops. 
Th’ey go even further and announce 
how many degrees to expect, the 
Length of time the dan’ger will last, 
and at. what places. 

* * * 
Some years ago, at a public lecture, 1 
heard s speaker discuss national chor- 
acteristics, during which he told how 
different nationalities would handle the 
subject of elephants. I wonder if I 
could get the gist of it? 

The quotation has been used many 
zimfs in the periodical press, but I’m 
Inable to trace its authorshlp. How- 
?ver, I happen to have the observa- 
;ion, which goes this way: 

If the various nationalities had 
to write esa~ys on the subject of 
the elephant, the Pole would write 
on this: “The Role of the Elephant 
in Securing Polish Independence.” 
The Frenchman would write on 
“The Life and Loves of an Ele- 
phant.“’ The Britisher would write 
on “The Role of the Elephant in 
the Development of the British Em- 
pire.” The German would produce: 
‘An Introduction to the Study of the 
Elephant in 15 Volumes.” The 
American would prosent; “IIow to 
Produce Bigger anad Bet#ter Elephants 
at Less Coat.” 

Not that it’s important, but while 
think of it let me pass on Hilaire 

%elloc’s pleasant jingle. 
When people call this bea#st to iind, 

They marvel more and more 
At such a little tail behind, 

So large a;runz bep 

n sevcrnl of your articles on the 
teather-a subject which always fas- 
‘nates me, for some queer reason-you 
lention places in Siberia where the 
smperaturc often drops to more than 
0 below Zero. Do human beings live 
1 such sections? 

John Theaman, in the August, 1937, 
‘lobe Magazine, tells about the town 
f  Werchojansk, SFb,eria, where the 
tmperature often falls as low as 80 
egreec below zero, and has gone as 
IW as 95.6. Human beings adjust 
ifmselves to even such coldness. The 
riter says: 

“The natives of this town live in 
crude wooden huts, with windows of 
thin ice cemented in place by pour- 
ing on water which freezes quickly 
around the edges. Walking in such 
cold air causes the breath t’o freeze, 
falling to the ground in a white 
uowder. The writer has seen 



children, when the temperature was 
only a few degrees ahnve zero. mak- 
ing it summer to them, running 
around naked.” 

4 4 4 
Will you be good enough to reprint 
Robert G. Ingersoll’s famous “creed of 
Science”? 

I’m glad of the opvortunity. Inger 
~011’s ‘The Creed of Science” reads: 

“To love justice, to long for the 
right, to love mercy, to pity the 
suffering, to assist the weak, to for- 
get wrongs and remember benefits 
--to love the truth, to be sincere, 
to utter honest wor,ds, to love lib- 
erty, to wage relentless war against 
slavery in all its forms, to love wife 
and child ana friend, to make a hap- 
py home, to love the beautiful in 
art, in nature, to cultivate the mind, 
to be familiar with the mighty 
thoughts that genius has expressed, 
the noble deeds of all the world, to 
cultivate courage and cheerfulness, 
to make others happy, to fill life 
with the splendor of generous acts, 
the warmth of loving words, to dis- 
card error, to ,destroy prejudice, to 
receive new truths with gladness, to 
cultivate hope, to see the calm be- 
yond the storm, the dawn beyond 
tho night, tn dn thrr heat thnt mn 
be done and then to be resigned- 
this is the religion of reason, the 
creed of science. This satisfies the 
heart and brain.” 

4 4 4 
Recently, when my son graduated from 
high school, he expressed great pessi- 
mism over his future prospects. He in- 
sisted opportunities for good jobs were 
few and far between, that the chances 
of his getting killed in a new world 
war w*-4re excellent. and that defeat, 
rather than victory, hovered over today’s 
youth. Please comment. 

I wouldn’t want to plaster your aon 
wit.h the goo of oily optimism, but 
at the s&me time I wouldn’t dream of 
indulging in defeatist psychology. 
If  the immediate future isn’t at all 
rosy for your son, and millions of 
other young men, let’s not forget that 
in a democracy the peoNpIe, through 
poWcal and economic organization, 
can bring about necessary changes in 
the soscial order. Defeatis,m would be 
unjderstandable in a country where 
dictatorship controlled, everything- 
tho’ugh even under such circumstances 
I’d advise a strong determination to 
overthrow that tyranny at. the first 
promising opportunity-but in a dem. 
ocratilc country defeatism betrays an 
unworthy and unma@y weakness, a 

;hirking of true respon&ility. To- 
la~‘s youth must endure many d’is- 
:ouragement.s, I’Ll admit in all con- 
aienlee, but I don’t think we’re any 
Norse off than the masses were in 
lrevious generations. Someone-I 
don’t know his or her name--compiled 
1 sh,ort piece entitled “Discouraged?, 
t’hink af Lincol~,~ whkh may not 
nave the lorw splrlts of my read’er’s 
;on but it should prove to him that 
liscouragement isn’t. anythintg partic- 
xlarly new in human history: 

“When Abraham Lincoln was a 
young man he ran for the legisla- 
ture in Illinois, aned was badly 
swamped. He next entered busi- 
ness, failed, and spent 17 years of 
his life paying up the debts of a 
worthless partner. He fell in love 
with a beautiful young woman to 
whom he became engaged--then she 
died. Entering politics he ran for 
Congress and was badly defeated. 
He then tried to get an appoint- 
ment to the United States Laud Of- 
fice, bat failed. He became a candi- 
date for the United States Senate 
and was badly defeated. In 1856 he 
became a candidate for the vice 
presidency and was again defeated. 
Is 1858 he was defeated by Douglas. 
But in the face of all this defeat 
and failure, he eventually. achieved 
the highest success attainablie in 
life, and undying fame to the end of 
time.” 

The reader who asked for the 
eoregoing comment sent th.e usual 
Eee for a personal reply, which I SUP- 
plied, ‘but some of thesle thoughts may 
nterest other readers, so I print the 
matter here. 

4 4 4 
Please give me some data, including 
weight, regarding the blue whale? 

Dr. Johvln Hjor$ Prafcmor of 
Marine Biology, University of Oslo, 
Norway, is an authority on whales. 
[n ia paper rea,d at the Tercentenary 
Conferen’ce of Arts and Sciences at 
Harvard University, Septemlber 8, 
1936, Dr. Hjort said: 

“The muscles of one blue whale 
may weigh over 56 tons, its blubber 
26, the bones 23, the tongue more 
than three tons and the heart 600 
~~saoyrs l,qO pounds. (Elsewhere 

: one blue whale may 
weigh as much and more than a 
thousand men.“) A new-born blue 
whale has a length of seven meters 
or 21 feet and weighs two tons or 
as much as 29 men; seven months 
later it reaches a length of 16 me- 
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ters or 48 feet, 12 months later 23 
meters or 69 feet. In the first seven 
months the whale puts on a weight 
of 21 tons or 100 kilos or 200 pounds 
pounds in 24 hours. If a blue whsle 
puts on 10 knots speed it develops 
about 47 horse-power. For hours 
on end I have watched my friends 
the whalers trying unsuccessfully 
to overtake a blue whale in the Ant- 
arctic waters. Hour after hour the 
impatient gunner would call for full 
speed, but though he could steam 
at 13 or 14 knots he often had to 
give up, while I felt a thoroughly 
unbusinesslike admiration for the 
powers of the whale and marveled 
at the wonderful machinery that n8- 
ture has constructed out of flesh 
an,d blood.” 
Dr. Hiort oal,ls attention to the in- 

tero&ini fact tha,t whales alternate 
between a supertluity of food sup~ply 
and stark famine. Periods of plenty 
will be followed by st.arvationl. He 
adIds: 

“In these circumstances their life 
has been preserved by evolving a 
capacity to store nourishment, i.e., 
wale oil, in their bodies. This re- 
serve of nutriment is kept in the 
muscles, bones and layers of blub- 
ber on&r the skin. The stock is 
laid in in times of plenty, when the 
layer of blubber swells to many 
times its former size; later, in days 
of famine, it shrinks nntil. in many 
places, it is only one inch thick. 
These reserves give the whales the 
energy and stamina which enable 
them to undertake their enormous 
migrations; and the layer of blubber 
also makes it possible for these 
warm-blooded animals to stay about 
the ice in water, which 1s nften be- 
low lo Centigrade. This layer of 
blubber protects the animal from 
loss of energy and heat and gives 
it the ncccaaarg strength for its 
strenuous exertions.” 

It’s difficult to say just how old the 
whaling industry is, but a’ccording 
to Dr. Hjort there are reasons to 
believe the business had its origin as 
early as th’e 11th Century “with the 
catch of the Biemy whale in the 
Gulf of Biscay, where there lived, 
even in thesle early timesl, a relative 
ly dense population and where daring 
fishermen made the great discovery 
that it was not so dangerous after 
all to ,attaok the large right whales 
swarming in the bay, even from small 
and primit,ive boats.” Dr. Hjort con- 
tinues: 

Wnce thio modest beginfng the 

Nordcaper has been hunted over the 
great area from the Bay of Biscay 
to north of Norway and. from Naw- 
foundland to the coast and bays of 
New England, where there in Cape 
Cod Bay in one day (1700) were 
killed 29 whales.” 

9r * 4+ 
Which queen told the breadless poor to 
eat cake? 

Marie Antosinette is supposed to 
have s’aid, “If they can’t eat br,e.ad, 
let them eat cake.” But Burton Stev- 
enson, in his latest e&Con of “The 
Home Book of Quotatiosns.” insists 
khe sueen never akhoxd the words. 
He proves beyond d’oubt that ROUS- 
4eau us’ed exactly the same words in 
his s,ixth book of “Confessions.” This 
was before the que,en came to France. 

1 notice that yz w%e Eequently about 
the Chinese philosophers and quote their 
ouaint and amusing fables. Do the Chi- 
t&- enjny jokes the way we do? 

Chminese don’t like practical jokes 
the way slo8me of our people do, and 
in that they are to be commended. 
Marital jokes are populNar in China, 
but they are aimed more at the son- 
inlaw than at the mot.her-in-law. In 
Chinese jokes the son-in-law is usual- 
ly a dull-witted but otherwise estim- 
able person who’s married to an in- 
tellligent girl whose mother is always 
&ad her mm-in-law will do the wrong 
thing socia~lly. And, no matter how 
the mother-in-law cotaches the oaf, 
and no’ matter how the wife joins in 
the constructive admonitions, the son- 
in-law invariably disgraces them by 
his bo80rishne1ss. This situation is the 
basis of thoummda of jolree. Hen- 
pecked husban,ds are also popular as 
material fo’r jokes. In a talk before 
the Marsk Twain Association, Gelorge 
Kao, a Chinese student, spoke of his 
people’s love of humor. as follows: 

“They love to deflate pom- 
posity with tiny pinpricks of hu- 
mor. They enjoy life with a light, 
almost gay, philosophy, and they 
feel that humor is best when it does 
not hurt.” 

**+v’ ‘I 
What’s 8 Feminist? 

I don’t intend to go into what’s 
known as, the “war of Lhe JICX~S.” 
I’hat kind of Feminism doesn’t quite 
iell in my mind. I’ve met many smart 
(and even cute) Feminists in my 
time, and the best (and cutesst) among 
them impressed me as wo,men who 
had caught onto the fact that mm 
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have a better time than women and 
intend to do something about it. That 
kind of Femi$sm+me;ns somethmgg, 

I believe your expos,u&s of Norman 
B#aker’s quackery serve a useful end. 1 
notice that you sometimes mention John 
R. Brinkley. Of course, I’ve heard his 
name, but I don’t know just what his 
methnds consist of, except for the big 

.pucblicity he got as a result of his “goat 
gland” operations. Please tell Freeman 
rea,ders a little about Brinkley. 

‘<Dr.” John B. Brinkley hails from 
my own State of Kansas, where he 
operated for a number of years. The 
man is far subtler than Norman 
Baker. The famous cancer quack 
could take lessons from the former 
resid,ent of Milford, Kansas. When 
I firat heard 01 “Dr ” Brirlkley, iu)Jout 
15 years ago, I tho;ght he was sen- 
sational in hi’s methods, but otherwise 
all right, becausle there seemed to be 
some evidence that. he had received a 
formal medical8 education and that a 
foreign universiity had honored him 
witlh a degree. His rejuvenation oper- 
atiosn was advertised at about the same 
time that some real scienti& in Aus- 
tria and elsewhere were working in 
thi,s fir Id. SO I took him to belong 
among ethical doctors. When a de- 

. bunker is fooled that way-and I was 
in the darkness for several years ~~ 

-. think how easy it must be for the 
average layman to fall for Brinkley’s 
quackeries! The February, 1938; is- 
sue of Hygein, a popular health mag- 
azine, contains a slketch of Brinkley’s 
life, written by Dr. Morris Fishbein, 
the d~istingnisherl editnr of The Ja~r- 
wal of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the world’s highest authority in 
this1 field of scientific inquiry. I’m 
positive that Freeman readers will 
find the following article of real value 
and interest: 

In John R. Brinkley, quackery 
reaches its apotheosis. Without any- 
thing resembling a real medical 
education, with licenses purchased 
and sPcllrPa through eutraordi- 
nary manipulations of 
appointees, 

political 
and with consummate 

gall beyond anything ever revealed 
by sny other charlatan, Brinkley 
has achieved an enormous success 
financially. He continues to demon- 
strate hia astuteness in shaking 
shekels from the pockets of credu- 
lous Americans, notwithstanding 
the efforts of various governmental 
departments and agencies. 

He claims that he was born in 
Beta, N.C., in 1885. He claims that 
he was educated in Milton Academv 
in Baltimore, and he reveals let&i 
on the stationery of that academy 
signed by a man on whom at one 
time he grafted the glands of the 
goat. Strangely enough, at the same 
time that he was supposed to be at 
that academy, arrnrding to his own 
statements he was also a traveling 
relief agent ‘for the Southern Rail- 
way Company and an employee of 
vnrinzla other railroads. How he 
leaped ,from place to place and 
went to school at the same time, 
deponent sayeth not. 

In 1908 he enrolled in the Ben- 
nett Medical 
where 

College, Chicago, 
apparently he visited for 

three years. Then he left that-insti- 
tution and finally got a diploma 
from the Eclectimc Medical Uni- 
versity of Kansas City, MO., and 
the Kansas City College of Medi- 
cinc and Surgery, a dipluma mill. 

No one ‘knows where he 
between the time when he left BIz 
nett and the time when he got his 
diploma. Somewhere in between 
he got a divorce from his first wife. 
Somewhere in that same period a 
man with the same name was 
arrealed in Tennessee and charged 
with fo’rgery. Brinkley says that 
at that time he was in the National 
University of Arts and Science at 
St. Louis, but his name does not 
appear ias a student. Eventually, 
however. be appeared with a state- 
ment of study and graduation from 
that institution, signed by a man 
who later admitted that be had 
issued it for a cash consideration. 
Thus his record of education is 
full of chicanery and deception. 
From time to time the statements 
that he has issued on this subject 
have been without any resemblance 
to each other. 

In 1920 he was arrested for sell- 
ing liquor and sentenced to pay a 
fine of $300 and to spend 90 
days in jail. In the en,d he merely 
paid the costs of the trial, although 
he pleaded guilty. Is the s#ame year 
he came to Chicago, where he per- 
formed several of his so-called re- 
juvenation operations. When the 
Department of Registration and 
Education looked into his record 
he left the State. 

In 1921 he got a license from the 
Connecticut Eclectic Board, which 
later was found to be issuing 
licenses rather at, random, and in 
1923 Brinkley’s Connecticut license 
was revoked. .For the next few 
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years he was doing gland oper- 
ations in various alaces, and in 
1924 he was indicted in California 
on a charge of conspiracy to violate 
the medical laws elf that State. 
Ahunt this time the Royal Uni- 
versity of Pavia granted him an 
honorary diploma which later the 
university annulled. Apparently he 
had been able to rnnvinr~ the 
Italians in Pavia of his scholatic 
and scientific attainments. 

In 1926, Sunday newspapers snd- 
dcnly appeared with a magnificent 
write-no of the reinvenator who 
preach:; and who’ “practices goat 
gland science. The article said 
that the famous surgeon combined 
old-time religion with new-fangled 
operations on a strange medical 
gospel farm in Milford, Kans., and 
here the career of Brinkley as a 
giant in quackery begins to develop. 
He had come to Milford when it 
was just a wi,de place in the road, 
gotten fur himself a radio station 
called KFKB, and then he began to 
announce to the world far and wide 
the marvelous operation which he 
called the compound operation and 
which he claimed was “the best 
thing known for, impotency, high 
blood pressure, and large prostate, 
sterility, neurasthenia, dementia 
praecox or any disease that is not 
malignant of the prostate.” 

In the Brinkley performance the 
patients came in on Monday and 
were required to leave on Friday. 
He never wanted next week’s 
patients to know what last week’s 
patients were doing. His usual fee 
was $750, but a gland, of a very 
young goat might cost as much as 
$1500. all of this notwithstanding 
the fact that there is not the slight- 
est evidence that the glands of a 
goat can be successfully trans- 
o,lanted into the body of the human 
being. He claimed in an interview 
in 1930 that he was receiving 3,000 
letters a day, building a sanatorium 
at a cost of $100,000, an apartment 
house for his employees and several 
bungalows for his #doctors and their 
families. He had four motor cars 
(one a $7,000 T.inrnln), and he had 
given to Milford as a gift the Brink- 
ley Methodist Memorial Church, 
which was “Erected to God and His 
SOlI Jesus in appreciation of the 
many blessings conferred upon me, 
By J. R. Brinkley.” 

Whbn the Amerifcan Medical 
Association exposed the <develop- 
ment of the Brinkley interests, 
including the Brinkley Pharma- 
ceutical Association, the Federal 

Communications Commission de- 
cide,d to give him a hearing and 
then refused to renew his broad- 
casting license. The Brinkley Phar- 
maceutical Association was com- 
posed of druggists who dispensed 
medical preparations. These prepa- 
rations were prepared according to 
formulas of .Brinkley and were 
rPromml=ndPrl in hrnadrnsts over 
the radio omf the Brinkley Medical 
Question Box. The broadcaster 
would read the letters received 
from sick people and then tell 
them to get “Woman’s Tonic No. 50, 
67 and 71” or “Men’s Prescription 
No. 60, 87 and also No. 64.” The 
prescriptions were common prepa- 
rations of ordinary drugs sold 
under these numbers with the 
understanding that the druggist 
would keep a large portion of the 
money and send the remainder to 
Brinkley for advertising the prepa- 
rations. Thus the doctor pre- 
scrisbbed treatment for a patient 
whom he had never seen, basing 
his diagnosis on symptoms recited 
by a patient in a letter, and recom- 
mending secret preparations on 
which he shared a part of the profit. 

The high point in the Brinkley 
performance was his candidacy for 
governor In the State of Kansas. 
tie conducted extensive radio cam- 
aaizns in which he oromised free 
motor licenses, free iextbooks and 
anything else 
wanted.- 

that the onblic 
In fact, he claimed that 

Kansas being the driest State in the 
Union, he would build a lake in 
every county in Kansas so that the 
water being evaporated from the 
lakes would then be reprecipitated 
on Kansas, making it blossom like 
the land of Canaan. He filed late 
in his first candidacy for governor, 
so that it was necessary to insert 
his name In writing on the ballots. 
The election clerks were ordered 
to throw away the ballots on 
which his name was mispelled or 
wrongly marked in the slightest 
degree. Nevertheless, he polled < 
183,000 votes, which was some 
14,000 less than were polled for the 
winning ranrlidat.e. There me mane 
who assert that if all the ballots 

--L.., 

had been counted he wonad easily 
have been eleCted. This is not sur- 
priaing hecnura it * said he 
received 20,000 votes 1: Oklahoma 
and he was not even ranning id 
Oklahoma. He ran twice again but 
on each occasion was defeated. 

When his radio station was re- 
moved he departed for Mexico, 
obtaining a license from the &xi- 
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can government. Now he broad- 
casts from Statlon IERA at Yllln 
Acuma, Mexico, just across from 
Del Rio, Texas. All sorts of efforts 
have been made to remove him 
from the air but apparently with- 
out success. Right now he is not 
doing much in tbe way of goat 
gland transplanting. He reads the 
symptoms of patients and then by 
remote control prescribes the pill 
that they #should usei You send 
him your dollar, and you get your 
pill. In addition, of course, he has 
a hospital in Del Rio where he per- 
forms some peculiar operations. 
The main one is the compound 
prostate operation for elderly gen- 
tlemen in which he merely injects 
a little mercurochrome into the 
tubes nassing (from the male sex 
glands. He has a high pressure 
man in his front of&e who makes 
sure that those who come to the 
hospital will hnve the money to pay 
in advance for the work. They are 
able to develop mortgages, loans 
and conversion of securities in or- 
der to permit the patient to pay 
on the nail for what he is going to 
get. . . . 

Many a charlatan depends on in- 
dlwent and unelhical vha~icians to 
extend his work. A&her of the 
Brinkley schemes is to sell to the 
patient who comes to his lair five 
ampules of his remedy for posl- 
operative treatment at’ a cost of 
$100. These the patient is sup- 
posed to take home in order that 
the contents may be injected into 
him by his selected doctor. When 
an analysis of the selected ampules 
was made, it revealed that they 
contained a solution of approxi- 
mately 1 drop of indigo in 100,000 
parts of water-about what you 
would get by throwin a bottle of 
bluing into Lake Mic igan. l 

The evidence assembled indicates 
that at variolus times, Brinkley has 
made as much as $55,000 a week 
from his various quackeries. He 
has been the possessor of three fine 
yachts. He travels abroad and re- 
tnrns to this country in the finest 
suites on the finest boats, accom- 
panied by his family and the little 
boy’8 tutor. . . . 

$4 +$ l I+ 
Is there any truth to the Nazi charge 
that Jews ddminated Germany’s edu- 
cational institutions? 

In 1926, there were 3,050 univer- 
sity teachers in Prussia and Saxony, 
of whom only 125 were Jews. Of 
21,700 instructors, profoasors and ad- 

ministratorn in German?@ secon,darY 
zhools anil- universdties,” only 270, 0; 
1.3 percent, were Jews. In 1933, the 
year Hitler took conltroll of Germany, 
there were 37,505 secondary mhool 
teachers, of whom 317, or .84 per- 
zent,, we’re Jews). In the same year, 
there were 7,272 profesNsons and in- 
s~ru~cturs in the univeraitiea, of whom 
182, or .26 percent. were Jews. The 
facts., taken from official slources, in- 
dicate &early that the charge is an- 
ather Fascist falsehood. 

4 4 4 
Newsweek, January 24, 1938, contains a 
piece about Baltimore’s symphony or- 
chestra and says, among other things, . 
that the conductor, Werner Janssen, 
“between intermissions . . . chatted ex- 
cit&ly with Mrs. Janaaen.” What does 
this mean? 

The writer wa,s trying to say that 
Jansmn chatted with his glamorous 
wife (Ann H&Ming) during inter- 
missions, but the way he put it Jans- 
sen led the orchestra and chatt~ed with 
his wizfe at the same time, which 
doesn”t make sen,se. 

4 4 4 
As an,, American Jew I want to thank 
you for your nuxncrous dcfcnsos of my 
people against the unjust attacks of the 
Nazis and other anti-Semites. To read 
today’s German literature (mainly that 
iasucd hy the notorious Julius Streich- 
er, Hitler’s o,fficial Jew-baiter) an un- 
informed person could easily get the 
impression that Hitlerism is acting 
against an inferior, semi-barbarous, un- 
cultured, anti-social mob. I believe JT,OU 
woul,d be rendering a real service not 
only to the Jews but to humanity in 
neneral lf vou were to comuile a liat 
of the German Jews who se&ed society 
before Hitler took power in 1933. Please 
include the Nobel Prize-winners. 

I have given my readers, consider- 
aable data on this subject, which will 
be found in my 12 volumes. As the 
names and achievements are scatter- 
ed, it will serve a useful end if I 
gather the facts into a single list 
which enumerates the vasti and con- 
sbructive wolrk done by Germany’s 
Jews ,&fore Hitler began his de- 
spica’ble campaign of extermination, 
a war that bears all the ear,marka of 
savagery. The names which I offer 
below don’t cover the fields because 
the records show many Jewish 
scholars: scientists and artists whose 
names I am compe&cl to omit be- 
cause of pressure of space. I beiieve 
I am presenting a Jewish roll of 
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honor which can only command IF+ 
flpect and admiration. These are tht 
men, and women who made substam 
tial contributions to German cultSure 
and through Germany they helped 
uplift humanity everywhere in the 
world : 

MEDICAL SCIENCE 
Ferdinand Cohn, father of bac- 

teriology. 
Paul Ehrlich, originator of ex- 

perimental chemotherapy. 
Albert Frankel, discoverer of the 

pneumococcus. 
Jakolb Henle, one of the greatest 

histologists. 
Eduard Henoch, father of pedi- 

atrics. 
Otto Loewi, world-famous cardiol- 

ogist. 
Albert Neisser. discoverer of the 

gonccoccus and iounder of the Ger- 
man Society #for the Prevention of 
Sexual Diseases. 

Bencdikt Stilling, author of class- 
ic studies of the spinal cord and the 
vasomotor functions. 

Paul Gerson Unna, great derma- 
tologist of the past generation. 

Otto Warburg, noted researcher 
on cancer. 

August van Wafisermann, origina- 
tor of the Wassermann test and 
discoverer of serum fc’r typhoid. 

NATURAL SCIENCES 
Heinrich Cam, discovcrcr of vari- 

OUR dyes, including methylene blue 
which stimulated medical research. 

Albert Einstein, the world’s great- 
est living mathematical physicist. 

Eugene Goldstein, who did original 
work on the Cathode rays and in 
astrophysics, and discovered the 
ground apel;trum UC Ihe alhaluida. 

Leo Graetz, contributor to the ad- 
vancement of electrical enrineerinz. 

Fritz Haber, originator o? the pro- 
cess o,f extractina nitrogen from the - - 
air. 

Gabriel Lippman, originator of 
color photography. 

David Schwarz, original designer 
of the dirigible, which was built by 
the German Ministry of War in 
1900. 

Kichard Willstaetter, made fa- 
mous for his research in haemoglo- 
bin, enzymes ,, chlorophyll and vari- 
ous other aspects of organic chem- 
istry. 

LAW 
Philosophy of Law: Eduard Gans, 

Friedrich Stahl. 
Constitutional Law: Arnol,d>rndt, 

Georg Jellinek, Hans Kelsen, Paul 
Laband, Hugo Preuss. 

Mntinistrative Law: Edgar Loer- 

. In% Eueen Schiffer. Eduard von -., 
Simson. - 

Criminal Law: Wilhelm Wilda, 
Max Alsberg. 

Civil Law: Martin Wolff,, Eugen 
Fuchs. 

Commercial Law: Levin Gold- 
Schmidt, Hermann Staub. 

Roman Law: Max Hachenburg. 
Orro Gradenwitz. . 

Canon Law: Emil Friedberg, 
Heinrich Singer. 

PHILOSOPHY 
Ernst Cassirer, logician. 
Hermann Cohen, founder of the 

neo-Kantian movement. 
Eduard Husseri, founder of 

phenomenology. 
Moses Mendelssohn, founder of 

modern Ge’rman aesthetical criti- 
cism. 

LITERATURE 

Alfred Doeblin, Lion Feuchtwan- 
ger, I,udwig Anldn, Gem-g Herrman, 
Rich’ard B’eer-Hoffman, Ernst Lis- 
sauer, Alfred Mombert, Ernst Toller, 
Clara Viebig, Jakob Wasserman, 
Franz Werfel, Alfred Wolfenstein, . 
Arnold Zweig. 

JOURNALISTS 
Maximilian Harden, Theodor 

Wollf. 
MATHEMATICS 

Herman Minkowski, George Can- 
tor, I,@n.pold Kronecker. 

MUSIC 
Composers: Felix Mendelssohn- 

Bartholdi, Josef Joachim, Giacomo 
Meyerbeer, Jacques Offenbach, 
Arnold Schoenberg, Kurt Weill. 

Conductors: Arthur Bo’danzky, ’ 
Felix Possart, Erich Kleiber. Otto 
Klemperer, Hermann Levi, Siegfried 
Ochs, Egon Pollak, Franz Schrecker. 

Singers : Alma Giuck, Herrman 
;;TbFryr. Friedrich Schorr, Josef 

THEATER 
Directors: Max Reinhardt, Victor 
Barnowsky, Otto Brahm, Leo,pold 

Jessner. c 
Actors: Ludwig Barnay, Elizabeth 

Bergner, Ernst Deutsch, Fritz 
Kortncr, Fritai Mnssary, Greta . 
Mosheim, Max Pallenberg, Max 
Pohl, Emanuel Reicher, Irene 
Triesch, Rudolf Schildkraut. 

PAINTERS 
Max Liebermann, Rudolf Bendel- 

mann. 
NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS 

Paul Ehrlich, Medicine, 1908. 
Otto Wallach, Chemistry, 1910. 
Richard Willstaetter, Chemistry, 

1915. 
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Fritz Haber, Chemistry, 1918. 
Albert Einstein, Physics, 1921. 
Otto Mayerhof, Medicine, 1922. 
James Franck, Physics, 1926. 
Otto Loewi, Medicine, 1936. 
In a,ddition to these Jews, there 

are four German Nobel Prize win- 

fore the advent of Hitler, as charged in 
anti-Semitic literature? 

The claim is without foundation. 
Out of 608 deputies in the last G-er- 
man Reichatag (parliament) only 
six were Jews. 

* ners who are classified by the Nazis 
“non-Aryan” because 

$wish blood. These are: 
they have 

Adolf von Baeyer, Chemistry, 
1905. 

Hitler justifies his suppression of .the 
Republic on the grounds that its high 
offices were dominated by Jews. Please 
comment. 

Paul Heyse. Literature, 1910. 
Gustav Hertz, Physics, 1926. 
Otto Warburg, Medicine, 1931. 

+x+ 43 4+ 
Was Ludendorff an anti-Semite? 

General Erich Ludendorff’s last 
years were spent in provoking acts 
of anti-Semitis#m and promotin,g an 
ecctmlric, crackpot religion bazecl on 

/ 
Paganism. But he wasn’t an anti- 

-.A 
Semite all his life. During the World 
War. he and Hindenlburg led 96,000 
J,ews in the German army, of whom 
80,000 fought in the front-line 
trenches. About 12,000 Jews died for 
Germany. When Ludendorff, in 1915. 
wanted to win over the Polish Jews 
to the banners of the Central Powers 
he issued the following proclamation 
which was distributed throughoul 
Polish sections of Russia, where many 
Jews lived at the time: 

“We come to you as friends; the 
barbarian foreign regime has ended. 
The equal rights of the Jews will 
be built upon a firm foundation. It 
is now your sacred duty to muster 
up your strength to help in the 
liberation.” 

This, manifesto, which, was printed 
in Yiddish, won many Jewts for Ger- 
man arms and thousands of laborerc 
for the war industries, then badly 
needed in hard-presaed Gemany. The 
facts of the reco,rd show that Luden 

i 

./ 

dorff could be “nice” to the Jews wher 
he thought he could use them to work 
or figh,t for 1 the Kaiser, but wher 
peace came he turned to Hitlerisn 
and its1 d’egenorate racialism. 

Incidentally, let me re,peet the fad 
(for I’ve dweflt on the subject before) 

1 t,hat one of Hitler’s favorite “argu 
merits” against the Jews is thaj 
many of them now in Germany arc 
from Poland. He’ forgets, quite con 
venliently, that they were aslked, or 
rather commanded, to’ go into Germar 
factories or trenlches, where they were 
wanted during the World War. 

rtc + *tr 
Rid Jews cqqtroI the. last Reichstag be- 

The charge is false. There were 
19 cabinets from the end of the 
World War to the time Hitler de- 
stro’yed the German Republic, in 
which 260 ministers served. Of these, 
two were Jews’ and five others were 
of Jewish extraction. Besides,. no 
Jew whatsoever wasI a cabinet mnns- 
ter after 1927. Hitler took puwer in 
1933, so for five years prior to his 
accessiosn there wasln’t a single Jew- 
iqh nwmhw of the cabinet. Further- 
more, during the entire life of t,he 
Republic not a single Jew sjerved as 
one of the governors of the 12 pro- 
vinces. The same goes, for the 35 
district presidents and the 400 pre- 
siding judges throughout Prussia 
durin’g the six years before Hitler 
dole power. A survey of the 500 
highest State officials during the life 
of the RepubRc shows only 16 JWS, 
some of them being only partly Jew- 
isbh. Not a single Jew was1 connected 
with the State-owned railroads, the 
Treasury, the Reichsbank and the 
Prussian Gold-Dimscount Bank. In 
1925, there were 236,000 Germans en- 
gaged in ban,king and the stock ex- 
change, of whom only ‘7,509, or 3.3 
percent,, were Jews. The charge that 
Jews “dominated” Germany is a Hit- 
leristic falssehood. 

* +I+ + 
Please discuss the oft-yepeated charge 
made by Hitler and his propagandists 
to the effect that German Communism 
was insuired and dominated by the 
Jews. - 

In 1932. Germanv held its last 
democratic7 election, -for Hitler took .-“-. 
power early ir I lc,-. -_- 122. Tn: thlat election 
the Communist party polled 4,900,OOO 
votes. At that time there were about 
534,000 Jewish voters in all Cmnany. 
If  every Jew had voted Communist, 
they would have given the Communist 
nartv onlv 7 nercent of its vote. But 
a ch%d should know that most Jews, 
especially those that belonged to the 
large middle class, voted for the I&Z- 
public nothcr than for Communigm. 

, ,  
. . ,  ’ ‘. 

1 
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That Jews, in the main, were in&i- 
ferent or opposed to Communism in 
Germany under the Republic can be 
s#een from the fact that when the 
Communist party elect’ed its candi- 
dates to the Reichsltag not a single 
member was a Jew. The facts clear- 
ly show that Hitler lies when he re- 
peats, again and again, Lhat Comn- 
munism is a Jewish-inspired and 
dominated movement. 

I have a most important question for 
your fiery little paper-and it may cut 
into you a bit to answer it truthfully. 
What action, if any, is being taken in 
this country to make vaccination non- 
compulsory? My personal o’pinion of 
vaccination or yours or of 10,000,000 
PenpIe Aen not matter-if 15 oeoole 
out a’f the above number were against it 
--whv should not vaccination become 
optional? To me, compulsory vaccina- 
tion is a clear-rat. medirxl offence. en- 
croaching on the freedom of those who 
wish to avoid it an’d bears the stinking 
taint of Fascism. Now, as man to man, 
as Freethinker to Freethinker-I want 
to ask you personally what action, if 
any, have you taken in your paper or 
through other means to help make vac- 
cination optional? 

The reader who ,asks# the above has 
beemn a subslcriber for only six months, 
smo he doesn’t know my position on 
the above questions, though readers 
who hsave been with me during the 
past 20 years (there are some) 
know I have never let myslelf be 
swayed lby the health faddists. I have 
always been a st,rong supporter of 
scientific medicine. In the past, every 
time I wrote a piece in suppurt of 
vaccination I lo,st 50 or 100 readers 
at a shot. I have a perfect genius for 
offending some of mv readers. Many 
people are patient, and even enthusi- 
astic, when other people’s Ibunk is 
s’watted, but let me drop so much as 
a hint thlat their own bunk isn’t ac- 
ceptable to this truth-seeking editor 
and the pla’ce Ibegins to look as 
though it had been the target of the 
wrath of Gawd. But, rather than 
stultify myself I’d rather lo,sle 10 
times the munber of readers I have 
to sluff off whenever I say something 
that offends the t,ender senslibilities 
of our fadd,ists. Only a few years 
ago., The Freeman% coIumn,s were 
shrieking with the slhouts, and groans 

irst salvo the late Dr. William J. 
Robinson-how we ,miss that wonder- 
!ul guide and intelllectual leader- 
Look up where I left off, and, if I 
nay say so myself, he sent the anti- 
raccinationists s,currying lik’e so many 
;quirrells. Today. I can onrly repeat 
;he point of that old quarrel. I &c- 
:ept vaccination as a *horoughly aci- 
mtific practice. I don’t think com- 
lulsory vaccination is tainted with 
Fascism. A person who is afflicted 
with a contagiomes disea,se may be 
;egregated by the community, and 
guch drasltic action d’oesn’t mean the 
ndividual’s rights have been crushed. 
l!he rights of the community rise 
above the stu!bborn ignorance of Ed- 
:entric faddists. An,d the same goes 
ior vaccination. Its benefits are be- 
pond debate. The community has a 
:ight t,o demand that it be accepted 
,y aI’1 indivi&aIs who wouId be a 
Iart of that community, for the bet- 
XT protection of the greatest num- 
>er. 

The Medical Advisory Board, 
Y.Y.C., has given the public a state- 
nent on t,his subject that contains 
nuch interesting and valuable data. 
1 suggest a careful reading of the 
iollowmg paragraphs: 

Smallpox today is a disease, 
which In most large cities of the 
United States is only a name. Yet 
not so long ago it was one of the 
great scourges that put terror in 
the heart of mankind. Doctors in 
New York City and Boston, for 
example, never see it and practi- 
cally none of them has ever en- 
countered a single case. The con- 
quest o,f this disease by universal 
vaccination is one of the most 
brilliant pages in preventive medi- 
cine. Evidently this security is too 
much for certain intelligences, for 
every now and then the voice of 
some anti-vaccinationist is lifted up 
to decry vaccination and urge that 
this “injection of foul, pussy mat- 
ter which poisons the system” be 
discontinued henceforth. We have 
here quoted one of their arguments 
verbatim. “Smallpox does not exiet 
and you do not have to be vacci- 
nated,” they shout. 

Let us see )vhat the figures on 
smallpox tell us. In New York City, 
with a population of 7,000,000, 
where the law enforces the vaccina- 

of a stemaming crew of 
L&s. Vaccination was 
qontentfon? and after. 

controversial- 
tion of all minors, in the past five 

the bone of 
years not one case o’f smallpox has 

I let p the 
occurred, and only 17 cases for the 
past 10 years. These came mc&lf 

/ 
t’ , ‘_, I >, ,. .‘ 
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from people entering the port of 
New York aboard shiv. 

Montana, South Dakota, Wyo- 
ming, Iowa, and Nebraska, with a 
combined population equal to New 
York City, had almost 4,000 cases 
in 1936, compared to none in this 
city. Yet the States listed above 
are not congested like New York 
City. Those States are wide open 
spaces, where contagion should be 
slight. These States do not have 
l-4Wl%~UlSOry vaccination for all 
minors, in all districts That is the 
answer. Could any reply to the 
anti-vaccinators be more eloquent? 

4 * * 
Over a shelf in a drug store I came 
upon the letters Rx. Please explain. 

R stantd,s for rec$ne, which is Iatin 
and means1 “take” The letter “x” ia 
the symbol for Jipiter, ‘who was sup- 

.s 
posed to be the protector of medicines. 
Therefore, RX 7n~a.n~: “Take this 
medicine as dire’cted, under the aus- 
pices of Jove.” 

4 4 4 
MONEY PROBLEM-The cashier of a 

corporation wanted to put ditierent 
sums of money into 10 receptacles, in 
such o way that he coul,d get any amount 
rrunt $1 tu $1,000 without opening any 
of the bags and splitting up the sums 
in each. How did he do it? What 
amounts of money did he have to put 
In each bag? Answer al butLulI& of la& 
column of page 121. 

+P +& 6 
What’s your opinion of toast? 

I’ve been eating toast for more 
than 40 years, and this is the first 
time I’ve been asked to explain my- 
self. Toast is one thing I’ve always 
taken! for granted, like pure, cool 
wat.er, Of course, I’ve developed some 
prefewnces arbou’t toast-and some 
pelt aversions--but I never querjtion- 

i 
ed the fundamental rightness of 

i 
toast. Just because I like t.hick slices 

*i/ of ‘bread lightly toasted. or just be- 
cause I hate thin, hard 5ltces of 
toa5t, it doesn’t follow thart toast, as 
isisued regularly by the official sec- 
retary of my interior, is subject to 
review. The great Chinlese phfloso- 
pher, Dr. Who Flung Dung, said 
toast must make i\ greats noise in the 
head when it’s chewed, otherwise it’s 
no good, but he never even hinted 
there was anything wrong with toast 
as an institution, when properly run. 
But here I dis#agree with the eminent 
humanlist. for I prefer toad that’s 
thick bccau&e it dunks better that 

vay an,d talstes much better than or- 
linary bread lhaL’5 been dunked into 
1 state of sogginess. A heretic, writ- 
ntg in, Judge, delivers some powerful 
)low5 at toast, which I’m willing to 
lass oa to my readers, with the 
varning that this man may never 
lave learned the beauties of toa5t as 
ised by habitual dunkers. His dys- 
septic groan5 follow: 

“For more years than we care to 
contemplate, we have been eating 
toast. It is dry, harsh stuff, devoid 
of flavor; it is burnt bread, and we 
have never seen a shred of evidence 
to show that it is better than un- 
burnt bread; nor do we know any 
reputable people who prefer it to 
bread. Eating toast is a national 
hahftr nnhody likes it. but nobody 
has the initiative to stop it. We are 
resigned to toast: we expect to go on 
eating it till the doctors put US 
on a liquid diet and rnmmend OII~ 
soul to God. But one thing we do 
demand: we want our toast buttered 
on the edges.” 

No#te, my fellow toa.st-dunkers, that 
mr critic confeslses he’5 served only 
‘dry, harsh stuff, devoid of fiavor.” 
What. would he say were the secre- 
;ary of his interior to switch over to 
;hick, leightly burned sllices? I may 
nake a co’nvert. there. if he ever pets 
;o be man ersough to reject the kind 
I f  to’a,st preferred by Dr. Who Flung 
lung. 

4 4 4 
What’s your opinion of surrealist Iit- 
:rature? 

What little I’ve read of Ssurrealist 
iteratur e-mainly poet.ry-leaves me 
L little confusled. One piece of PO&Y, 
which was qu,oted as a fine example 
d th,e ntew art, goes like this: 
P quarrel between 111e boiled chicken 

and the ventriloquist 
Aad for us a meaning of a cloud ,of 

dust 
Which passes above the city 
Like the blowing of a trumpet. 
[t blew so hard that its bowler hat WILS 

trembling. 
4nd Hs beard stood up on end 
ro bite off its nose 
It blew so loudly 
l’hat its noise cracked open like a nut 
And the nut spat out 
Into the far distafice 
A little cowshed 
Wherein the youngest calf was selling 

its mother’s milk 
[n sausage skin flasks 
Fhat its father had vulcanized. 

It’s smmewh~at difficult to tell what 
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this means, but if I know my onions 
it warns the purchnser of a hot dog 
that got busted in the cookinlg to 
have it vulcanized. I may be wrong. 

Can you give me some of the jargon of 
swing bands and their meaning? 

The vo’cabulary of swing ii exten- 
sive. wit,h naw wnrds anal wnrd-com- 
binationls coming in right along. One 
may d’ebate the merits of swing 
mu,&, but one can’t argue against 
Lhe obvious fact that devotees UP 
swing have enriched our lingo wit.h 
dozens elf vivid, happy, snappy, live- 
ly, fresh words and phrases. Here 
are a few: 

Gang-A medley of tunes. 
Woodshed-To exneriment in arivate 

vith a new tune. 
Sender, rideman, hot star-Creator of 

I swing style. 
Wheat bender-A term of contempt 

or a person who doesn’t like swing. 
Grunt iron-Tuba. 
Gob stick, agony pipe, licorice stick 

-Clarinet. 
Doghouse-Bass viol. 
Plumbing, piston-Trumpet. 

Jam session-An informal meeting of 
musicians playing for their own amuse- 
ment, without leadership or score. 

Jive-Another term for swing or hot 
jazz. 

Killer-diller-The ultimate in a swing 
selection. 

Screwball-Crazy, extremely unbridled 
swing. 

Whacky-Same as screwball, only 
noisier, more discordant. 

Barrelhouse-Every man for him- 
self, playing without regard for what 
the others are ulavina: good swinnmen 
generally frown upon it. 

Alligator-A nonplaying swing devo- 
tee, a listener. 

In the groove. feelinp his stuff, going 
to town, out of the world, getting off on 
it-When carried away or inspired by 
the music, when playing in exalted spirit 
and to perfection. 

Cats, brass blasters, jlvi? artists, sil- 
ver suckers, spooks, jogs, pops-The 
musicians of a swing band. 

Frisking their whiskers, licking their 
chops-Getting warmed up to swing. 

Paperman, long-haired boy, salonman 
+ term of contempt for a musician 
who plays only written music, as writ- 
ten. 

And, while we’re at it, let’s.. noi 
the master-word 

iir”h” Gene Krupa drurnizm%h 
3enn,y Goodlman’s #&and, defines a’s 
‘complete and inspired freedom of 
hythmic interlpretation.” Benny 
Goodman himself prefers Down Beat 
nagazine’s definition of swing as “col- 
ective improvisation rhythmically in- 
@grated.” Chick W’ebb, leader of a 
Jegro band, doe’sw’t seem to care for 
h.este two definitio’ns, preferring to 
freak into’ an ecstatic piece of ver’bal- 
swing, t.his way: “Swing is like lovin’ 
L special girl and you don’t see her 
or a year, and thea she comes back 
-it’s somethin’ in”side you.” Jazz 
‘which, of coursle, isn’t the same as 
)wing) is defined by Paul Whiteman 
IS, ‘(a form o#f syncopated music play- 
d in discordant. to’ne on various in- 
truments.” 

Let’s turn to the men who make 
wing-the players. Louis Arm- 
trong, who is a leading “cat,” in his 
.utobiography, “Swing That Music,” 
vrites : 

For a man to be a good swing 

Long-underwear gang-A term of con- 
tempt for a sweet band. 

Commercial, schmaltz-A term of eon- 
’ tempt for compromise swing. 

Corney, umcha, icky, on the cob, 
strict union-A term of contempt for 
the “razz-mah-jazz” style of the ’20s. 

Mugging light--Soft, staccato swing- 
ing. 

Mugging heavy-As above, with heavi- 
er beat. 

Kicking out-Verj free, enthusiastic 
improvisation. 

Lie&, riffs, get-offs--Original inter- 
polated phrasings. 

Ride-Easy-going rhythm. 
Break-Dropping the rhythm for a 

few beats, 

conductor he shoulmd have been a 
awin= alaver himself. for then he 
knows -a olaver is nb eood if the 
leader sets abwn on him too much 
and doesn’t let him “go to town” 
when he fcols like going. That 
phrase, “goin’ to town,” means cut- 
tin’ loose and taking’ the music 
with you, whatever the score may 
call for. Any average player, if he’s 
worth anything at all can follow 
through a score, as it’s written 
there in front of him on his instru- 
ment rack. But it takes a swing 
player, and a real good one, to be 
able to leave that score and to 
know, or “feel” just when to leave 
il and when lu gel back on it. No 
conductor can tell him, because it 
all happens in a second and doesn’t ._ . 

. ’ .i 

happen the same way any two times . 
running. It is just that lilberty that ’ 
every in.dividurl player must have , 

1 in a real swing orchestra that makes 
it nlosf worth Matenin~ tgl Every 

,” : I’, * 

happen the same way any two times . 
running. It is just that lilberty that ’ 
every in,dividurl player must have 
in a real swing orchestra that makes 

, 

it nlosf worth Matenin~ tgl Every 
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time they play there is something 
new swinninrr into the music to 
make it 6%otn and interesting. And 
right here I want to explain that 
“hot,” as swing musicians use the 
word, does not necessarily mean 
loud or even fast. It is used when a 
swing player gets warmed up and 
“feels” the music taking hold of 
him so strong that he can break 
through the set rhythms and the 
melody and toss them around as he 
wants without losing his way. 

The element of impro8visation, 
which is one of the fundamentals of 
extemporaneous swing, is always ex- 
citing, if it’s handled by imaginative, 
creative instrumentalists who are 
masters of their plum,bing pistons, 
dog-houses, agony pipes. and grunt 
irons. As a boy in Philadelphia, 
where I often attended the o’pera at 
the Academy of Music, I recall one 
sinjgcr who always ,gost into troulble 
wit”h the impresario because of his 
habit of improvising. Fintally, the 
boss, who was a fo’rmalist in music, 
warned his tenor that the next time 
he improvised he would be fired. At 
that night’s performance, during a 
tense moment in the opmn, R hnrae 
was brought onto the stage, who, to 
the astonishment (an’d amuslement) 
of cast and audience, started to make 
a huge, round’ puddle, at which Lhe 
tenor called out warningly: “Don’t 
yo,u know we’re not permitted to 
improvisie?” 

j* +s +8 

borne serious dislocation in his pkysi- 
:a1 equipment and emotional life. 
Ucohol may be craved because it 
serves to enable the victim to think 
le has esicaped fnom certain unde- 
j’irable aspects of life. Seeking out 
;he cause, or cau,ses, of drunkenness 
s a difficult, often baffling. quest. 

+I+ * 4+ 
Zan you give me “The Indian’s Lament”? 

The piece isI supposed t”o have been 
;vritten Iby an Ind’ian on his 100th 
lirtbday, in New York City, after 
leing Ibamboozled by the wicked white 
nen. It goesI: 
Wife he die, I so sad. My o’ hoss 

done gone bad. 
Buy 01’ Ford, nom good, too-Ride and 

push, no can do. 
While ~~a~~ banhar no can trust. Take 

it monies-bank go bust. 
Republicans, stock-market hogs. Run 

it country to the dogs. 
Democrat, he big money man. Big 

money man, Republican. 
No more money man, by damn, by damn. 

I done vote for Uncle Sam. 
+ +s * 

What is the meaning of the expression 
“thunder-mug”? 

When a reader asks you a very intimate 
and personal piece of advice do yovou 
alwngs keep his name confidential? 

TVs R light., hnmnron~ way of refer- 
ring to those sometimes,-ornate cham- 
be? which we used to keep under the 

. 
s+ +x+ l s 

What’s a cootie? 
Senator Josh Lee, of Oklahoma, 

says a cootie is n.othing due in the 
world but a flea with military train- 
ing. 

Absolutely. I protect such corre- 
spondents to the limit of my powers’ 
Anyone who asks me intimate, pri. 
vate questions (to be answered by 
sealed letter) can always depend 01 
his or her name never being used ir 
any way, shape or form. 

Toll UB a little about yOur tabaeco habit. 

J. C. Furnas. who is writing for 

What do you think o’f psychiatry as 8 
cure for the drinking habit? 

Psychiatrists and neurologists art 
able to do a great deal for habitua 
drunkards, but it’s important to bear 
ia mind that such treatments are ex 
pensive and can be expected to be oj 
little good if the patient fails to re 
spond with the most willing coopera, 
tion. It should be remembered thai 
drunkenness is a serious dis,ease, not 
merely a bad habit. A person who 
drinks to excess does so because of 

Simon and &h&ter -a book on imok- 
ing, sent me a quss~tio~nnaire to fill 
out, whilch 1 did, even though it took 
30 minutes, of my time on a. busy day. 
However, as I’m able to use some of 
the material here, I don’t consider the 
time wasted, by any means, though 
many of my readers may prefe’r to 
disagree on this highly debatable 
point. Writes Mr. Furnas: 

“The questionnaire is being sent 
to prominent people in an effort to 
find out whether the celebrity’s m- 
actinns to smoking differ from those 
of the man in the street. The idea 
is not to pry into your private 
affairs, but to learn all we can 
about the kind of dance tobacco 
leads people.” 

That makes the inquiry sound in- 
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teresting. I can’t quote all of Mr, 
Furnas’ questions, but here are a 
few, fallowed by my answers: 

Q. Do you smoke? A. Yes. 
Q. Check which-cigarettes, pipes 

cigars. A. Pipes and cigars. 
1 9, How many pipes do you own? 

2%. 16s. 

Q. How many do you use regularly7 
A. Five. 

Q. Hay much do you smoke per day7 
t.eI t;st;mate it at about 25 percent of 

Q. Uo you smohe more than drinking? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you habitually smoke before 
breakfast? A. No. 

Q. Do you smoke while working at 
your job? A. Yes, when reading at my 
offlee or home, hut never while writing 
my editorial material or letters. 

Q. At what age did you start smok- 
fngl A. 15. 

Q. Did your uncle or somebody ever 
offer you a lump sum of money to keep 
from smoking till 21, or some similar 
proposition? A. .No. My father, who 
was a cigarette smoker (he rolled his 
own), taught me to like the fragrant 
weed. 

Q.Ilavc you ever sworn o@ smoking? 
A. No. 

Q. If you could manage it without 
nervous strain, would you like to quit 
smoking and never start again? A. I 
doubt it, I have never been tempted to 
quit so pleasant and foolish a habit. 
The Kationalist in me tells me it is 
wasteful, destructive, expensive and 
idiotic, but the stubborn mule in me 
says it’s the least foolish of the many 
bad habits I have to choose Prom. 

A. 
Q. What do you like about smoking? 

It’s consoling, comforting, tastes 
good, smells nice, keens me quiet and 
relaxed. If Pm not smoking I want to 
get up and go places when I have many 
good reasons for remaining right where 
1 bapnen to be. 

- - 

Q. What do you dislihe about smok. 
ing? A. Nothing, except that it’s damn 
ed foolish. 

Kindly advise me how to get away from 
paying a fee of 5 percent to a real 
estate agent. I want to sell my house. 
Are t.hare an-v other men or comonnice 
eligible to do the same work withoul 
having to pay the usual commissior2 
I want a personal reply, so am enclos- 
ing fee. 

I f  my correspondent is sure of 
every document relating to his real 
estate, if he is positive everything is 
in order, and if h’e already ha,s a buy- 
er, then he can handle th’e deal him- 
self. But if he isn’t sure of all the 

details, he will find that an honest, 
&cient real e&ate m.an can be Of 
real uw to him and may save him 
more than the commission he takes 
for his services. I know several in- 
dividuala who buy and sell real 
esltate without the help of an agent, 
but they have had long experience 
and know all the ropes. If  my read- 
cr doesn’t feel sure of himself, let 
him take my advice and pay the 
usual fee of 5 percent. But I urge 
him to make inquiries regarding t.he 
man’s standing in the community. He 
m’ght make inquiries at a neighbor- 
ing bank, where a good, truthworthy 
agent may be known to the officers. 

9 a+ + 
Is it true that tires wear out faster 
during certain seasons of the year? 

Owners of motor cars should, whon- 
ever possible, ibuy their new tires 
during the Winter. R. A. Gray, ser- 
vice manager of thme Fisk Tire Corn- 
pany, says t,ires broken in during 
cold months can give the motorist an 
extra 4,.000 mile’s of use. Tires re- 
ceive Ilttle wear during Winter. 
months and at the same time are 
“s#ea,soned” and better prepared to 
withstand the high temperatures of 
hot roadss during the Summer.” Mr. 
Gray addis: 

“Owners of truck and bus fleets 
have known this fact ,for some time 
and have taken advantage of it. 
But the private car o,wner has al- 
most completely overlooked it. 

“Tests indicated that a tire mount- 
ed in January will frequently give 
better mileage than will a tire 
mounted alongside it during warm 
weather. Many large fleet owners 
purchase large quantities of tires 
and run them three or four months 
during the Winter and then, after 
the breaking-in process, store them 
until needed.” 

* * * 
I’ve been paying from $3 to $5 for my 
shirts, but after reading your advice 
I’m going to shop aro,und for cheaper 
ones. I find that expensive shirts don’t 
last long because of the treatment they 
get in laundries. Why is this? 

A Consumers Union report on 
shirts brings out some intereating 
and valuable information, which I’m 
glad to pass on to Freeman readers: 

The life of a shirt ordinarily de- 
pends more on the laundering it 
goes thruogh than on the wear it 
gets. Few shirts, no matter how 
strong their fabrics, can Withstand 
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the destructive action of commercial 
bleaches followed by the stresses 
and strains of commercial ironing. 
With such laundering, a poorly made 
shirt may wear as long as a better 
one. . . . The label “pre-shrunk” or 
“sanforized” is not insurantze 
against shrinkage. . , . Points to 
trxemine in w&cling a alzirt are; 
the material itself; a finer weave 
indicates a higher thread count, bet- 
ter appearance and probably a rno;; 
durable fabric. The seams; 
seams should be well turned and 
sewn double. Button and button- 
holes: buttons on cheap shirts are 
scaly and lack luster and sometimes 
have two holes instead of four. 
Collar: Examine the collar points to 
see that they are well matched and 
that there are no lumps in the tips. 

inatrumcnts of production, die-tribu- 
tion and exchange are capable of 
bbrin’ging forth. That is the ultimate 
solution, but while we are waiting 
for it, we must work indefatigably to 
(better the immedtiate conditions of 
the toilers by supsplying unemploy- 
ment ineurance, old aage pensionu, 
,health insurance, minimum wages, 
maximum hours wit,hin humane 
limits, and the other immediate de- 
mands of forward-looking economists. 

I am consi,dering establishing a maga- 
zine here in Los Angeles designed to 
circulate through the villages and small 
towns. The editorial policy is, I be- 
lieve, sound. However, I have had no 
experience with advnrtiaing. 1 nm un- 
able to estimate the possible adver- 

What is the best way to attack the tistng revenue. Are there firms with 
which I could discuss the whole prob- problem of poverty in this country, to lem? 

raise the standard of living and in- Are there firms that undertake 

creade the walfare of those at the bet- to handle the obtaining of advertising 

tom of the economic lad,der? for magazines? Enclosed is your usual 

The best way is to put everybody fee for a persona1 rep1y. 
to work producing ‘more wealth. But There’s very little chance of getting 
t,his solution, when ,applied within anything ibut lOCal advertising for my 
the framework of the present capi- 
tahstic system, runs up against the 

reader’s project. Lsater! when he land,s 
natiorml diotribut.ion lf he can get it! 

dfterminatio’n of the owners of our -he can make a de’al with publish- 
great industries to operate only at a erd representatives in Chicago, who 
profit. The large-s&e iti.d,,stries are s!pecialize in soliciting national ad- 
capable of producin#g wealt,h in pro- vertising on a commission basis, and, 
digious quantities, but since they rest believe me. the commission is stiff, 
on the exploitation of labor we find frequently as high as 45 percent. 
the’ problem mad#e more difficult by But, until he is thoroughly es&b&h- 
the onerous fact that the workers, ed and can get his circulation figures 
because they must create dividends audited by the A.B.C. (Audit Bureau 
and pr*fit,n. can’t ahsorb what the _ of Circulation) the oNmy thing left for 
indu,striess are capable of producing. hrm to do is to go out himself or 
This, in brief, is the ignoble contra- hire someon’e to solicit lbocal adver- 
diction of the capitalistic sy,stem. tisers. A small magazine of local or 
There are many schemes to mitigate even1 State-wide circulation hasn’t 
the evil,s of Capitalism, but the only much chance of getting njational ad- 
way to solve the problems enumerated vert!sing Theofbigm;psers want 
in my correspondent’s question is to nubhcatlons cmculatmn. 
have society take over the large-scale Such media are economical and more 
industries and run them for the good likely to make sales!. In view of the 
of the people instead of for the profits facts it sleems to me he should ar 
of the capitalists. A sy&em of eel- ran’s+ his. business structure on the 
lective ownership and d’emocratic con- basis of having his readers pay the 
trol of the great, utilities, mines, mills, coats of the enterprise. until such 
factories, etc., including the means &me as he Can obtain mass accep- 
of ,communication and exchange, to 
say nothing o’f our bankinlg system, * * * 
insurance companies, and the like, Who was it that coined the phrase %t- 

wo’uld bring about a condition where- ebriated with the exuberance of his own 

in the masses of workers would have verbosity”? 

not only employment but would be It was first 
rewarded so generously that they Disraeli, 

I 
in a 

aid by Benjamin 
s eech 2 delivered in 

yvould be able to purchase what the London, July 27, 1878, and was &i- 
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rected at his political enemy, Glad- 
stone: The sentence reads: 

“A sophisticated rhetorician, in- 
ebriated with the exuberance of 
his own verbosity, and gifted with 
an egotistical imagination that can 
at all times command an intermin- 
able and inconsistent series of argu- 
ments to malign sn opponent and to 
glorify himself.” 

4 4 4 
During his trial in England, Warren 
Hastings told his friends an Indian tale 
which he says gave him great comfort. 
Can you quote it? 

Hastings ficequently used the story 
‘of a monarch who, having suffered 
diacounagement, asked his co8urtiers 
to devise a motto. short enough to be 
engraved on a ring, which should be 
suitable alike’ in prosperity and in 
adversity. After many isnggesttions 
hacl ibeen reject#ed, his daughter offer. 
ed an emerald (bearing the inscrip- 
tion, in Arabic: 

“THIS, TOO, WILL PASS.” 

Nath’aniel Hawthorne, Thomas 
Bailey Aldrich and others have used 
the same sentence, in poems and 
p~os,e. I find myself recal’ling the 
words when some particularly tryl?g 
inconvenience or problem forces lb 
s&f on me’. At fir,& one’s adversities 
seem irlsurrnount&le, but t,ime hale a 
way of healing the wounds. For 
many years it’s, been my habit, when4 
ever I put a new calendar up in FY 
office, to write at the bottom of It: 
“Thi,s. too, will pass.” And it doe:s. 
Perhaps it would pass even if 1 
di&2t give my aslsent. It% like Loyd 
Byron’s famous lines to the ocean, m 
which he tells the ocean toL“Ro?l 
on, thou deep and dark blue ocean, 
roll!“-and, surprisin’gly, the ocean 
does exactly as told-it rolls on. 

“4 4 4 “4 4 4 
Is it possible to explain Einstein’s Rola- Is it possible to explain Einstein’s Rola- 
tivity to a person who is completely tivity to a person who is completely 
ignorant of higher mathematics? ignorant of higher mathematics? 

InteiII~igent laymen can grasp thme 
highlisghta of R’elativity without re- 
sortin,g to mathematical formulae, 
but ,such knowledge can never give 
the amateur student a real under- 
standing of the finer points of the 
theory. However, I doln’t think such 
tech&al foundations are neceesary 
to the average man, as a practical 
proposition. Max Born’s “The Rest- 
less Universe” gives an amusing de- 
scriptisrr (Eg a learned p3?ofes*r trY- 

ng tlo explain a slimpIe f&t to a per- 
Ion who is without knowledge of what 
le was talking about. The tale goes 
his way: 

A friend of mine was once at a 
dinner-party and the lady next to 
him said: “Professor, do tell me in 
a #few words what the Theory of 

. 

Relativity really is.” He replied: 
“Of course I will-provided you will 
let me tell you this little story 

‘I, 

first. I was going for a walk with 
a French friend and we got thirsty. 
By an,d by we came to a farm and 
I said: ‘Let us buy a glass of milk 
here.’ ‘What’s milk?’ ‘Oh, you don’t 
know what milk is? It is the white 
liquid that-’ ‘What’s white?’ 
‘White? You don’t know what that 
is. either? Well. the swan-’ ‘What’s 
swan?’ ‘Swan, the big bird with 
the bent neck. ‘What’s bent?’ 
‘Bent? Good heavens, don’t you 
know that? Here, look at my arm: 
when I put it up so, it is bent!’ 
‘Oh, that is bent, is it? Now I know 
what milk is!“’ 

4 4 4 
Khen a Fundamentalist wants to snp- 
kort his dogmas he turns to. the Bible 
tnd hunts up passages which are in- 
ended to serve as his authorities. 
Nhen you, a debunker, seek to make a 
Boint you have a passion for hunting 
up some authority and insisting the 
ltatcmcnt must be true bccausc your 
ruthority said so. What’s the difference? 

All the differences in the world.. 
rhe theo’logical mind bases its dogmas 
In the mere fact that a certain +!!a- 
!red book says it must be 80. That 
s unscienhific. 

When I make a ‘statement of fact 
: want to kn’ow if it has the support 
bf experts in the subject under dis- 
!ussiion,. I go t.o authoritien wh’o 
nake a practice of basinlg their argu- 
nents on verifiable eviden,ce, not mere 
)ay-so. There are always many ex- 
)erts in each field of scienti’fic in- 
luiry, and if one goes wrong he can ’ 
)e checked and ‘set right by others. 
Chus. I believe the world is round, 
lot because I have ‘a wish to belie% 
t but rather because the experts in 
astronomy agree unanimously, and ’ 
Bresent, proofa that are subject to 
rerification. The religionis% who be- 
ieve the world is flat-some still are 
18 that mind-rest their case on a 
sacred book which carries aslsertions 
n. the s#phere of science which can’t 
tand the light of independent in- . ’ 
yuiry. I’lU alwar 9011ow the &a&i* 
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of gbing to the authorities in various 
classifications of knowledge for mY 
dlata and the inferences that can be 
drawn from those facts. I like to 
ask the fellow who knows, especiallg 
if I’m certain he follows the method 
of strict, scientific research. This dis- 
cussion reminds me of a s&ry which 
Max Eastman, author of “Enjoyment 
of Laughter,” uses in some of his 
addmresses: 

To his friend’s amazement, a re- 
turned explorer stated that he had 
lee;gd how to converse with an- 

L6Y6u mean you can talk to a 
horse?” 

“Yes-and he answers me.” 
“You mean you can talk to a dog, 

and he answers you?” 
“Indeed.” 
“You mean you can talk to a 

skunk-” 
“Yes-and he answers me.” 
“Well, the next time you talk to 

one, ask him what’s the big idea.” 
+s Q * 

During the World War we used to bc 
amused by letters written by war bride’ 
to the War Department. Did you sav( 
any in your fiha? 

The only one I have is given below 
It’s an exact copy of a letter sent t( 
the War Department during thl 
World War: 

Mr. Headquarters, 
My husband was induced into the 

surface two years ago, and i ain’t 
received no pay from him since 
he was gone. Please send me my 
elopement as i have a four months 
old baby nn,d he is my only cupport 
and I kneed it every day to buy food 
and keep me enclosed. i am a poor 
woman and all i have is at the front. 
both sides of my parents arc very 
old and i can’t suspect anything 
from them as my mother has been 
in bed thirteen years with one doc- 
tor an,d she won’t take another. 
Do i get any more than i am gojng 
to get? My husband is in charge of 
spitoon. 

Please send me a letter and tell 
me if my husband made applica- 
tion for a wife and child and please 
send me a wife form to fill out. i 
have allready written Mr. Wllson 
and got no answer and if i don’t 
hear from you i will write Uncle 
Sam about him. 

Very truly, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

We ought to be getting some funn: 
ones from rel~iofe~rrs, W.P.A. workken 

rpnlicanlts for old age tensions, etc. 
)nly the other day I was told by a 
‘lerk, who is employed in the court 
louse here in Girard, t.hat he takes 
n the applications from olldsters who 
Ire looking for their old age pensions, 
111 of them over 65 and some of them 
wen in their 8O’,s and 90%. The blank 
:ontains a line in which the applicant 
s to state his or her sex, and right 
lere the office gets a laugh pretty 
-egularly, for many of t’nel old boys 
.hink they must inform the State hOW 
often they indulge. Some must be 
rpod, for they write, “three or fo’ur 
;rmes a week,” “now and then”’ “once 
n a while,” and other revealmg re- 
narks. 

3ome days ago I received an invitation 
.o a certain country club dance, which I 
accepted, for I am fond of social life, 
ant tnday T received a letter telling me 
the invitation was a clerical mistake. 
1 figure, of course, that the committee 
.earned I am a Jew, which accounts for 
;he insult. What can one do to meet 
such discrimination? 

Th’ere isn’t anything you can do, 
except to forget about ti. Intelligent 
Jewa don’t care a rap about @ocial 
discrimination, for they figure they 
wouldn’t enjoy the kind of company 
that selects its memlbers on the basis 
of sassiety’s snob-appeal. I f  you’re 
not wanted in a cert,ain club or gath- 
erin’g, smile graciously and turn to 
more important things. Intelligent 
Jews demand political, economic and 
professional equality-rights to which 
they arc! entitled in an enlightened 
democracy-but, they wouldn’t walk 
acro8ss the street to attend a fum- 
tion which is run on Nazi standards. 
I’m re,minded of a saas#siety queen who 
phoned to the commandant of a near- 
by military encampment, aslking that 
10 of his men be sent t,o her party, 
in order to ensable her to meet the 
superfluity ‘of females. She was care- 
ful to explain that Jewa were to be 
cxcludcd. At the right time five Chi- 
nese and five1 l?ilipino,s showed up. 
The sassiety dowager looked 8,s 
though she was ready to throw a fit 
when she saw the line-up, “Surely,” 
she cried, “there’s been a misitake.” 
TO which one of the soldiers replied, 
“I’m certain there’s been no mistake 
because our CoIoneI Lefkowitz neva 
make#s mi,stakes.” 
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number of enumerations, beginning each 
with “first,” secondly,” etc. I don’t POW 
as a grammarian, but it strikes me that 
you should have written “firstly.” 

I a’lso don’t offer myself as an au- 
thority on grammar, for, as I’ve re- 
portedH~;~;~rI practice literature by 
ear. “firstly” would be 
wrong, had I ‘used it the way my 
reader suggests. The suffix “ly” in 
“s~econdly” was correct because it re- 
ferred back to a first, but “first” 
does,n’t point back to anything and is, 
therefore, correct usage. I grant you 
I’m not always consi,stent, for I re- 
call using “firstly” several times, hav- 
ing forgotten to correct myself, which 
happens often when on’e is in a hur- 

champion sucker himself. 1’11 bet a 
EXXWI&~I~II~ Ilaw lirll-remover that 
Jam’esl M. Mosely, 340 Congress St., 
Bost.oa, Mass., woh knows more about 
lists of name’s than any other man 
in the world, can szllpply the Holly- 
wood list mentioned above (and for 
1937 ins.tead of 1936) for hardly 
more than $16. 

Will an empty track stop faster than 
a loaded one? 

The Kansas Cily, MO., pol’ce de 
partmeat tried out this old theory 
th,at a loaded trnek can’t be stopped 
as quickly as an empty one and found 
it isn’t true. Frank C. Lynch, direc. 
tor of the, department’s safety 
work, loaded a truck with sand, 
which made a gross weight of 21,900 ’ 
pounds, and drove it, through an inter- 
section at high speed. He1 repoirted: 
“When the brakes were applied, the 
skid marks of the tires, compared 
with the slkid marks made when the 
truck was run through at the same 
apced empty, disproved the old the- 
ory. I f  a truck has the right set of 
brakes, the loaded truck will stop just .-. 
as fast as the same truck empty.” 
Thus does Mr. Lynch qualify as a 
Class A Debunker. 

Can you give me some of the slang of 
the broadcasting studios? 

I’m not familiar with the lingo of 
radio, but The Commentator lists sume 
of the saang words, and, so Par as I 
k..;Ta;tey may be authentic. Here 

: 
“In a broadcasting studio a tenor 

with a tight voice is an ADENOID, 
while a coloratura soprano is a 
CANARY. A singer with a frog in 
his throat is a BELCHER. To miss 
your cue is to FLUFF. A boring 
program is ARSENIC. An adventure 
serial in a CLIFFHANGER. A aug- 
gestive line is a BLUE GAG. An 
animal imitator is a CRAWK. And 
if you lack a cultural background 
you’re CORNFED. Organists do 
their playing on a GODBOX, accor- 
dian players on a GROANBOX, and 
pianists on an EIGHTY-RIGHT. 
Early morning broadcasts are known 
as the DAW; P$TRzL.” 

I know that the Bible, in many places, 
speaks of the earth as a flat surface, 
but is there any evidence that Jesus 
had the same idea? 

In one place, the Devil takes Jesus 
atop a high mountain, from which he 
shows him all the kingd’oms of the 
earth. Only a person who thought 
the earth was flat could have such a 
notion. 

The Daily Worker, February 8, 1938, 
says: “You can purchase what they arc 
calling a Hollywood Sucker List for 
$5,000. . . . It is a mimeographed sheet 
which purports to list all Hollywood 
figures who earned $15,000 or over dur- 
ing 1936.” Please comment. 

Any person who would pay $5,000 
folr such a sucker list must, be the 

+ rfr + 
Please give the fundamental reasons 
that caused the South to lose the Civil 
War? 

Two psychological and a number 
of economic famcts suggest. themselves. 
Disposing of the psychological fac- 
tors first, I’d say the North was help- 
ed by the moral force of the anki- 
slavery sentiment that mov&$nillions 
of people i,n our free States; and, of 
course, the patriotic force behind the 
powerful emotional feeling that the 
Union shall not be destroyed. As for 
the material side, many books, have 
been written to show the conditions 
that brought about Southern defeat, 
but it seems to me the whole situation 
is summed up brilliantly in a letter 
written on April 20, 1861, ‘by a grad- 
uate of West Point (1853), James B. 
McPherson, of Ohio, to his friend 
anld fellow West Point graduate 
(1857), Lieutenant E. P. Alexander, 
of Georgia. His letter: 

“The war is not going to be the 
ninety days affair that papers and 
politicians are predicting. Both 
sides are in deadly earnest, and it 
is going to be fought out to the 
bitter end. . . . For your cause 
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there can be but one result. IT 
MUST BE LOST. Your whole popu- 
lation is about eight millions, three 
millions are slaves who may become 
an element of danger. YOU have no 
army, no navy, no treasury, and 
practically none of the manufac- 
tures and machine shops necessary 
for the support of armies. and for 
war on a large scale. You are but 
scattered agricultural communities, 
and you will be cut off from the 
rest of the world by blockade. Your 
cause is foredoomed to failure.” 

The writer-he was killed by a 
Confederate bullet while fighting in 
pine woods near Atlanta-packs a 
tremendous pressure of facts in the 
above brief paragraph. Study it care- 
fully enxl YOUU nave yourself months 
of research among long-winded au- 
thors who have to take 500 pages to 

_ tell1 what Lieutenant McPherson was 
C’ 

I  .~ , . r  able to say in a s8entence. 
+P +4 * 

What is thunder? 
Sciance News Letter (Novembm 

27, 1937) says: ‘Thunder is the1 re- 
sult of a pressure wave caused by 
t.he sudden expansion of air created 
by quick lightning discharge.” Web 
ster’s New International says pram 
ticallv the same thing, but not as 
weil, -it seems&to ze. 

& 
Please keep up’ yo& gentle debunking 
of the exaggerations of our advertising 
writers. 

I don’t mind exuberance, for an3 
seller should always have the righi 
to brag a little. That’s human. What 
I &j&t to is the ha/bit OCE outland3 
claims, rank deception, near or rea’ 
fraud. At that, today’s advertis8ing 
writers aren’t one-tenth as extrema 
as the unknown advertising Miltor 
who, in an early 18th Century Len 
don newslpaper, went into rapture! 
over coffee, First he explained whai 

._ / this new, strange “grain or berry’ 
is and then he basted loose wit1 
this masterpiece of inflated rhetoric’ 

. . “The quality of this drink is cold _ . 

I 

The above, of course, couldn’t get 
into print today, what with general 
laughter and thee Federal Trade Corn.. 
mission. But I’ve long felt that the 
smart guy who writes the halitos’is 
frcares for Listerine should use a line 
Shakespeare wrote in “Cariolanus 
(Act 1. Scen#e 11 : 

r “PO& Suit&s $Tm,o .Cfw/lmn 
Breaths.” 

Have you any idea how much solid mat- 
ler there is in a human being? 

Prof. Eddlington, in one of his 
books, writes that if we were to take 

I 

and dry, and though it be a drier 
yet it neither heats nor inflames. ‘It 
cloaeth the or’ficc of the .cstomach, 
is very good to help digestion and 
therefore of great use at about three 
or four in the afternoon as well as 
in the morning, 

“It quickens the spirits and makes 
the heart lightsome. Is good against 
sore eyes and the better if you hold 
your hea,d over it and take in steam 

all tahe space ant of a man’s body 
what is left, would be so small that a 
magnifying glass would show it to 
be n’o longer than the period at the 
end of, this sentence. The December, 
1937, The Reader’s Digest, quotes a 
short paragraph from Herman, J. 
Muller’s book, “Out. of the Night,” 
which also serves to give one an idea 
how little there actually is to the 
human race. He writes: 

1 

“If all the human sperm eelIs 
which are to be responsible for the 
next generation of the human spe- 
cies, some 2,000,000,000 individuals, 
could be gathered together in one 
place, they would occupy space 
equivalent to that of half an as- 
pirin tablet. The nuclei of the cor- 
responding number of egg cells, 

that way. Tt anppresqetb fumes Ed- 
ceedingly and therefore good against 
the headache and will prevent and 
help consumption and the cough of 
the lungs. 

“It is excellent to prevent and 
cure the dropsy, gout and scurvy. 
It is known by experience to be bet- 
ter than any other drying drinh for 
people in years or children that 
have any running humors upon them 
as the King’s Evil, etc. 

“It ir very good to prevent mia- 
carryings in child-bearing women. 
It is a most excellent remedy 
against the spleen, hypofchondriac 
w nds or the like. It will prevent 
drowsiness and make one fit for 
business, if one have occasion to 
watch and therefore you are not to 
d ink of it nftel supper, uuless you 
intend to be watchf,ul, for it will 
hinder sleep for three or four hours. 

“It 1s observed that in Turkey, 
where this is generally drunk that 
they are not troubled with the stone, 
gout, dropsy or scurvy, and that 
their skins are exceeding clear and 
white. It is neither laxative nor 
restringent.” 
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which carry the stuff of life, would 
occuav an eauivalent soace: thus 
the &&ential substance oi boih eggs 
and sperm could be contained in a 
capsule the size of an aspirin tab- 
let.” 

4+ 4+ * 
The argument is advanced that astral 
ngy must have something. to it or i 
wouldn’t have enjoyed such an immens 
revival in these days. Please commenl 

The argu,ment means nothing. MOS 
of the pcoplc who run to astrologi& 
for advice when to sel’l their mining 
stook, or wh’en they may go on I 
long tri,p, or finld a better job, belong 
to the ignforant portion of the, populula 
tin, and it appears as though they’1 
be with us for a long time, Let’s no1 
forget tihat cvcn though WC live ir 
an age which has seen immense scien 
tific progrds’s and the. growth of mor: 
vigorous realistic thitiking, the bul’l 
of the people still “enjoy” the aver. 
age mentality 09 ordinary 12-year, 
ol’ds. Such near-idiots, morons, yokels 
and nitwits, who are only one rjOer 
from illiteracy, prefer to follow 
quacks, beoause *hey hand out wha1 
the i’gnorant masses want---a sure an. 
sw6r to aU questions and a blue-pin1 
of the future. A really intelligenl 
person couldn’t deliver such a bill 01 
goods, so his shop is passed up for 
the murky depths of muddle-headed 
astrologists, who blandly insist they 
they know all and tell all. 

William Marias Malisoff, in his 
Forum article (1Lugust, 1937) das- 
cusses the argument that the astrolo- 
gisrt rn~1.4 have s!nm&hing vnlnable 
and true or his id’eas wouldn’t have 
emerged from history, saying the 
point i&t relevant. “No one serious- 
ly thinks of reviving mystimc alchemy 
in all its historic slplendor,” he adds, 
“Its hocus..Npocus is dead. . . . The 
prevalence and hoarinesms of a super- 
stition rather puts it in the class5 Of 
pleasant myths, like the belief in the 
unluckv 13 and in the fatal appear- 
ance of black cats. I f  such allusions 
are meant as arguments, they prove 
mltrelv to lend a va#gue credibility to 
an otherwise bald and unconvincinff 
ease.” __- -. 

Can you suggest a scientific method 
that could test astrology to find out for 
sure if there’s anvthine to it? 

William Marias Ma&off, in the 
August, 1937, Forum, tells of one sci- 
:ntific test made by Otto Bobertag, 
n 1932, described in volume 8, Bag+? ’ 

73, of the Zietschrift fur Menschenk- 
s&e. Malisoff adds: 

“His technique consisted in hav- 
ing the most e~termed and aerious- 
minded astrologists in Germany 
cast horoscopes on a set of men 
whose life history and character 
were thoroughly known to him and 
unknown to them. Each man’s horo- 
scope was cast by different astrolo- 
gist,s. Even Bobertag was surprised 
at the result. 
slight favorable 

He expected some 
indication that 

would show perhaps a possibility 
of a science-but found just noth- 
illg. 11 is just . . . a gentle flow of 
ink. . . . Bobertag’s tests were com- 
pletely objective and scientific. 
Were it not. better . . . to admit 
that the separation of astronomy 
from the parent mixture of - 
tronomy and astrology, the so-c% 

I 

ed astromnncy, was a happy event 
which moved the scientific in a lump, 
leaving the rest as a pleasant game? I 

As a game, as a superan&ated fad, 
it is still having its day. Lea& it 
at that, writing off to the U.S. an 
economic annual loss of $200,000,000 
for the seemingly innocent sport.” 

Ther,e# is at lea& one scientific test 
and it has been made more than.once. 
AsLroIugisLs prefer to rely mainly ‘on 

Later, Malis’off insists that the 
snort isn’t innocent after all, that 
it’s really dangerous-a view with 
which I am in full accord. Only the 
other week I read, with amawe&, i 

/. ” ,;I. _’ 2 
/ r ,/, .’ 

: I, “, I .,I 1. i’ ./ y& ,;,,.:,;,/,*,. ::y “!!,:ypl,..:““ *’ ‘: -, /, “, .’ 

“t.&imnnialn.” in which thev &IOW 
how certain guesses came true. They 
weren’t anything more than guesses, 
however the astrologist mlay insist 
they were divinations. Such testimo- 
nials have no scientific validity be- 
cause they don’t take into considera- 
tion t,he elelnents of s&f,.dec&ion, 
duplicity, trickery, and, fiaally, the 
average numlber of guesses which can 
be expel&d to come off right. The 
p&lic is disposti to, ignore the mil- 
liclns of bad guesses, preferring to 
pounce on the good ones that crop 
~1) now and then, some real, many 
plain fakes. I-a hardlboiled, realistic 
debunker-can write down, a hundred 
guesses about what will haplpen in 
the, inmxdiate or remote future, with 
5 good chance of having a few come 
true. By ignoring the bad guesses 
snd ballyhooing t.he ones that h,n.pp’en- 
?d to click, I could, in no time, work 
Ip a lucrative practice as an a5trol- 
Igist. 

.I. 

\ 
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how Mr. Putnam, the hugband of 
Amelia Earhart, wired to some as- 
trologis,t in Seattle-along with $200 
-the request that the mystic look 
over th.el stars and tell him just, where 
and when his, wife would be found 
in the South Pacific where her plane 
had met disaster. This was on a 
Friday. Immediately hei received a 
recipt for his $200 in the fo,nm of a 
“prediction” that she would be pick- 
ml up Liwo days later by a Japan,ese 
fishing b’o’at, but there would be some 
delay in getting word from her be 
cause: the boat lacked radio facilities. 
Such nonsens’e can be positively men- 
acing, especially when the situation 
demands the help of realistic instru- 
mentalities instead of moony astrol- 
ogy. Stressing this point of astrol- 
ogy’s powers of evil, Ma&off closes 
his argument with the followiag val- 
uaMe paralgraph: 

“I think it is actually dangerous 
-anti-sociaI--to press the case for 
astrology as a serious study in these 
times. It has done so much havoc. 
It has justified so many vague- 
speaking oracles, madmen who be- 
licvcd in their stars, hcavcn-sent 
rulers, and what not. Now on all 
sides we have the revolt nf the ir- 
rational. It is even bolstered by 
force. as in the cast of the Nazi 
ideolbgy. . . . This revolt does not 
take the course of constructive 
criticism but seeks a return to ab- 
solutist, so-called ‘paran,’ and strut- 
tingly ‘inspired’ standards. And, to 
add to our woes, here comes another 
recruit-astrology, revamped into a 
second childhood by injections of 
higher foolishness!” 

a * * 
I notice that you often refer to the 
ulder U.S. humoriat~, such 2~ Illill Nye, 
Josh Billings, and Artemus Ward. Can 
you tell me a little about Wa’rd? 

Artemus Ward’s real name was 
Cyrus Farrar Broiwnse, and he lived 
on1.y 33 years, but durin,c$ his short 
life, he established an endurin.g re,pu- 
tation asl a humnrous writer apd lee- 
turer. Abraham Lincoln often quoted 
Artemus Ward’s humor during the 
darkest days of the Civil War, when 
the great President needed relief 
from his or&als. 

During his lectures he had a little 
piece of business which always 
brought a laugh. In the midst of a 
slentence Artemus Ward would pass 
his hand over his’ forehead, feigning 
eudtiea illness, then adding: “Owing 

to a sIight indisposition I am n:ow 
goinig to de#clare a brief intermission, * 
but to pass the time away, I will 
con’tinue talking.” 

. Art#emus Ward used the Utah Mor- 
mans as butts, for mmany of his, jokes, 
the most famous’ wisecrack being 
“Pretty girls in Utah marry Young.” 
Josh Billings thought that was 
Ward’s best line, but Eli Perkins, 
another well-known Amerilcan humor- 
ist, preferred Ward’s rcmarlr about 
being determin’ed to live within his 
mean.s even if he had to borrow money 
to do it. I’ve always liked the line 
in which he told about his great love 
for the, Union cause, addinlg that he 
was willing to sacrifice all his wife’s 
relatives on the altar of his country. 

Can you explain why so many people in 
Brooklyn, and other parts, say “erl” for 
“oil” ? 

The December, 1937, issue of 
Imerican Speech contains an article 
3y Professor Robert J. Menner, of 
Yale, in which this verbal oddity is 
lislcuss)ed. Ac’cording to his theory, 
;he people who say “erl” for “oil” are 
really tryin,g too hard to be correct. 
I’hey seem to know in their subcon- 
scious minds that “thoid” for “third” 
s all wet, so when they come to an 
‘oi” word, like “oil,” they react by 
Jhrowing out the “oi” and putting in 
in “er.” Such pwsons don’t seem 
tlble to register that while “boid” is 
bad for “blird” “oil!” is all righit. 
I’hat?sl the theory and it sounds1 pret- 
;y reasonable, though I’m unable to 
bay whether or not the argument is 
Inbeatable. 

p;3,e,sttasnirin have a bad effect on the 
’ . 

The Medical Advisory Board, 
X.Y.C., says aspirin “has no ill ef- 
iect on the heart.” 

+> + * 
Zain anything be done about the way 
:he movies keep nursing their hack- 
Ieyed formulas? 

It. seems almost futile to make war 
m the trit’e situation, the hackneyed 
>hras’e or the stcrotppcd expression. 
l’he trite is found in almost all pic- 
xres. Even good movies will resort 
;O familiar tricks. 

I have, for many years, been 
lathered by the regularity with 
Nhich one character cries to another: 
‘Get out! Get out! !  GET OUT! !  I” 
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(I believe Batibara Stantwyck has yet 
to appear in a picture that doesn’t 
have her get off this get-out stuff.) 
Another corny trick is to bring in 
a sudden, unexpected bit of action, 
or even violence, that has nothing to 
do with the s,tory and was put in 
juslt to stir things. up when the pie- 
tUre seemed t’o ibe getting quiet. Even 
SO good a movie as ‘(A Star is Born” 
USFS this trick. I refer to the scene 
in the hallway nf the cheap hotel 
wbrre Miss Janet Gayner is living 
while awaiting the call to stardom. 
From the first shot one notices a 
drolp light that is periloudy low, 
necessitating agil’e ducking whenever 
one wallks by. A half dozen heads 
duck under hefore hald-headed Ken- 
nesdy (who runs the hotel) closes a 
scene by ramming his shiny pate into 
that elect& light bulb, causing a 
loud 
laugh: 

rploa,iurl Lhal CtLches a belly- 

Another clich+which Webster’s 

a desk calendar to denote the pass- 
ing of time. 

2. Close-up of train wheels re- 
volving rapidly. 

3. Dying petals of a tlower to in- 
dicate death or disillusionment. 

4. Cigarette dangling from a 
woman’s mouth to prove her char- 
acter isn’t what it should be. 

5. The sewing of tiny garments 
to indicate an unexpected addition 
to the family. 

6. A man kicking a dog to qaick- 
ly show that he is the villain of 
the oiece. 

~7, A COnDIe walking smack into 
a sunset. A narrational device to 
prove that they are going to live 
happily ever after. 

8. The turning down of the par- 
lor lights. an invention which 
leaves q&e a good deal to your 
imagination. 

9. Close-up of a tree withering, 
then blossoming into flower to show 
that Spring has come to either the 
hero or heroine. 

New In,ternationaE slays is a hackneyed 
phrase-is to “liven” things up now 
anmd then by having a character trisp 
over a rug, or something on the steps, 
so that the audience, which has ne7r- 
er failed to laugh at such sud’den 
embarraslsments, may bust loose with 
another inane sneicker. 

10. Last of all, the character 
cliches; gnarled hands to indicate 
poverty; fat paunches for unscru- 
pulous bankers; lean, cadaverous 
faces for undertakers and reforni- 
ers; wavy hair for heroes: curls for 
child actresses, and megaphones for 
directors. 

Another trick that is all frayed at 
the edges is to take the audience into 
a busienss ofice this way: first, a shot 
at the offiice buil,ding’s name p1at.e 
do’wn near the entrance; then, a shot 
of the whole side of the building; 
then, a shot in the direction of the 
roof; then, a camera journey up the 
side o,f the ibuillding to the window 
of a certain office; then, at last, an 
interior view of the office itself, with 
the fact fimnly established that the 
scene is taking place in a certain 
building. 

: * ?t 
Please, comme,‘t’ on “In Old Chicago.” 

As a spectacle-esge’cially the rsal- 
istic fire scenes-the picture was 
worth seleing, but as dsrama it was 
trite. 

* * + 
What do you think of Billy Gilbert? 

And there’s the usual trick of hur- 
rying u~p am&ion by paying off the 
taxi-driver with a bill anld 8aying: 
“Keep the change.” I’ve always no- 
ticed that passengers usually wait 
for their chan,ge. 

I consider him one of the funni,est 
men in the movies. He never disap- 
points. Many t,imesl his presence alone 
saves a picture from %eing a total 
!osg. I make th,e frw suggestion to 
Hollywoosd directors to call in Billy 
3ilhert whenever a picture gets dull, 
for that come$an*wili save it. 

Please say a few words about Walter ‘ 
Winchell and Ben Bernie in “Love and 
Hisses.” 

Such cliches run to ahout R(1 or 40 
in a bad picture, but even good Pic- 
tnres c;lrry about a half dozen. 

Tav Garnett, an experienced direc- 
tor, lists 10 cliches1 that he describes 
as bein,g the most famous, in this 
order: 

I’m completely fed up on their fake 
feud. It’s the phonie.st thing put over 
on the pu’blic in many years. Simone 
Simon was fairly pleasing though I 
wouldn’t say she was entirely accep- 
table. 

9 * * 

1. The turning of the leaves of 

Did you care for “52nd Street”? 

It’s just a lot of bladder-dew.* But 
there were two bits in it that amused 
me. One1 was when the Italian ac- 
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cordean plnypr (Tko Carrillo) tele- 
ph’onesk the morgue and the other was 
the few moments of eccentric danc- 
ing by a young screw-ball. Zazu Pit,ts 
as a cabaret singer was terrible 
punlishment, which explains why 1 
was a little groggy when I left the 
theater. 

* a+ +a 
Please comment on “Wells Fargo.” 

A passable melodrama. Good pho- 
tography; fact tempo; shrewd direc- 
tion; competenft acting. including an 
excelknt performance by Bob Burns. 

* * * 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

My fellow-subscribers to The Free- 
man will be interested in a valuable 
symnosium which was conducted by a 
weekly paper here in Norway, in which 
275 prominent men and women in this 
country were asked: “What in your 
opininn in the greatest problem in the 
world today and how do you think it 
can be solved?” Seventy-six replied. 
three of whom I would like to quote, in 
somewhat free translations. as follows: 

Dybwad Brochmann: “The greatest 
problem facing us is the problem 01 
thinking, which cannot be solved be. 
cause our generatIon has decided ta 
abandon the art of thinking. There- 
fore, the whole of our thoughtless and 
thought-fatigued age is racing to arm 
itself. Hell is a condition near at hand 
not a place far off.” 

Major Einar Sagen: “To get the press 
ito quit lying and write nothing but the 

truth. The people of the press must 
like Nicodemus, be born anew.” 

L. 

Arnulf Overland: “Today and always 
the greatest nrohlem in to deliver man 
from oppressions of every kitrd: eco. 
nomic, social, political, religious, and 
moral-whether it’s executed by money 
power, milit,ary power, nnlire, priest. 
hood, or educational systems (schools 
press, radio). It can be brought about 
only by a Socialism built on scientific 
ground. It can free man from hunger 
and distress and from anxiety and hat 
red.” (Overland is ‘a poet who, at the 
instigation of a professor of theology 
was put on trial, four ycors *go, for bias. 
phemy, which was alleged to have been 
made in a speech, and acquitte,d. The 
clerics succeeded in getting our parlia. 
merit to sharpen the blasphemy para- 
graph in the penal code.) 
Bremsvagg Crevhus, CHRIS BREMNEE 
via Bergen, Norway. 

* +B * 
“In the St. Hyacinth fire. Says ‘Time, 

January 31, 1938, page 46: ‘To the chap 
el ran another priest to save the Host. 
Everybody is waiting-breathlessly-11 

I One firm which we particularly 
have in mind is the Haldeman-Jul- 
ius Company of Girard, Kansas. 
According to its own statement, 
this publishing house has succeeded 
in selling “over 200,000,000”’ cop- 
ies of “little blue books” which re- 
tail for 20 fcmr $1.00, plus postage. 
Some of these pamphlets are re- 
prints of classics, but for the most 
part they cater to sex perversion 
and defamation of the Church. 

now whether the Host was saved. We 
:now the children burned.“--Keader, 
J. Mex. 

++ * * 
“Our Sunday Visitor,” prominent 

Catholic periodical, in its issue of Jan- 
lary 23, 1238, comes out for a boycott 
If Haldeman-Julius publications through 
Iressure on the newsnaoers and maga- 
:ines which accept Little Blue Book 
dvertisements. While admitting that 
he books published by my institution 
nz legal, and thewfnw nnt. subject to 
lircct action by the authorities, the 
Catholic newspaper suggests a form of 
,ensorship that is frequently resorted 
o in countries where the principle of 
I free press are recognized-that is to 
ay, a boycott or campaign of propa- 
:anda against publishers who throw 
pen their columns to advertisements of 
hooks considered “dangerous” by the 
:hurch. In one place, the article in 
‘Our Sunday Visitor” refers to my 
rooks a8 catering to “sex pcrvcrsion” 
-a gross lie, of course, but an indica- 
ion of how the times are changing, for 
only a few years ago such a Catholic 
vr:ter would have sought to condemn 
ny list of books because they contain 
ieientific, informative, educational trea- 
ises on sexology, literature that even 
Catholic laymen are glad to read. So, 
nstead of blasting away at me for pub- 
:shing sex books by great authorities 
ike Havelock Ellis, William J. Fielding, 
loseph McCabe, Edward Carpenter, and 
numerous other enlightened mass-edu- 
:ators, the Catholic readers are given 
:he impression that my list caters to 
sex perversion.” I take the attack as 

1 compliment, something the Catholic 
ditor never intended. Here is the arti- 
:I-. as it appeared in “Our Sunday 
Visitor”: 

It may surprise the reader to 
learn that there are still several 
prinliug IwuJeJ in this country 
which do a good business in pub- 
lishing tracts which defame the 
Church. They have only one mo- 
tive, to develop or capitalixe hat- 
red of the Church, although they 
seek by varying means to’ cover up 
that purpose. 
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The firm has for years exploited 
“cx priest” Joseph McCabe, and he 
is the author of many of the tracts 
which deal with “the Catholic ques- 
tion.” 

How wi,de is the market for 
these pamphlets is indicated by the 
fact that the publisher of them can 
afford to purchase full page adver- 
tisemeula of them in publications 
such as the news magazine Time 
and the Sunday issues of the Chi- 
cago Tribune. Since full page ads 
In either of these publications co,& 
in the neighborhood of $2500, we 
estimate that more than 200,000 
copies of the booklets would have 
to be sold through each ad to make 
it “pay out.” Undoubtedly the per- 
sons who buv these brochures sass 
them among their friends, -and 
thus the damage which they do is 
multiplied many times. 

The full page ads appeared in 
Time on January 3 and in the Chi- 
cago Tribune on January 9. 

Extending the decency campaign 
to literature of this kind is an all 
but impossible task, but editors of 
publications carrying advertisements 
of pamphlets which are openly in- 
sulting and antagonistic to the 
Church aml all Cathnlirn should be 
informed that they are thereby of- 
fending a large body of their read- 
ers. A united and continued pro- 
test of the advertisments whenever 
and wherever they appear would 
soon prompt the publishers to dis- 
continue them. 

The same article which appeared in 
“Our Sunday Visitor” contained a few 
paragraphs devoted to a full-page ad- 
vertisement run in New York newann- 
pers by Macy’s department store. Hero 
again the Catholic laymen are urged to 
put the screws on the publishers and 
the department store management be- 
cause they advertised books by Con- 
fucius, Goethe, Spinoza, Schopenhauer, 
John Dewey, Voltaire, Nietzsche, Have- 
Ioek Ellis, Karl Marx, Dr. Sigmund 
Freud, Montaigne, Thomas Paine, Plato, 
and others. Of course, in countries dom- 
inated by Catholic-Fascism, such works 
would be outlawed nnd their publishers 
and distributors jailed. But Catholic- 
Fascism has yet to capture the U.S.. SO 
we may continue enjoying the benefits 
of n free press, however hysterical our 
bigots may become. 

This is an old story, for during my 
quarter of a century as a publisher, 
editor and writer I have seen many at- 
tempts made to suppress my publica- 
tiuns thruugh pressure on advertising 
departments. Now and then some in- 

Editor, The American Freeman: 
I offer a year’s subscription to The’ 

American Freeman to the party send- 
ing me the best answer to the follow- 
ing: 

The scientific method of reasoning is 
he inductive-deductive. Karl Marx used 

dividual responds to such abuse and’ the dialectic or philosophical method, a 
threats, but the usual thing is for the method ,discredited by scientists as 
advertlsing to be accepted, for the pub- never co’ntributing one concrete dis- 
lishers usually know that the literature covery. How then can Marx be classed 
is worth while and educational. I have as a scientist? 
gone through at least a do,zen orga- Neville Island, Pa. MELVILLE KRESS 
nized drives against my books, and at +s * +P 
times it seemed as though my enemies A PROBLEM WELL KNOWN TO # 
were going to get me, but I always MANY. A business man is in the habit 
triumphed in the end, with the result of leaving New York on the 5~15 train. 
that my advertising was solicited and Just as he arrives at his destination, 
accepted in the face of the most violent his ehau’ffeur draws up with the car and 

P 

attacks by bigoted and ‘censorious takes him ho’me. One day, however, he 
medievalists. It will interest the editor leaves New York on an earlier train 
of “Our Sunday Visitor” to know that and arrives at the station one hour’ 
the full-page advertisement referred to earlier. His chauffeur of course is not 
not only appeared in The Chicago at the station and he starts to walk 
Tribune and Time but in many other home On the way he meets his chauffeur 
newspapers and periodicals, including driving toward the station. He gets into 
News-Week, The Literary Digest, Har- the car and is taken home, and notices 
pers, Po,pular Mechanics, Popular Sci- that he has come home 29 minutes 
ence. Liberty, Physiral Culture, House- earlier than usual. How long did he 

hold Magazine, Life, Look, See, Radio 
Guide, Screen Guide, Forum, Nation, and 
many others. Since the editor of “Our 
Sunday Visitor” seems to be curious 
about how such a,dvertisements “pay 
out,” let me assure him that I don’t 
like to keep valuable information secret 
and that I hope to give actual figures 
of returns, thus enlightening other con- 
cerns who may be interested in the mail 
order business, a branch of commerce 
in which I am looked on as something 
of an expert. Only the other dav the 
editor of The Mail Order Journal, trade 
organ of the mail order world, asked 
me for an article on my advertising 
campaign, which I supplied. 
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walk? Can you show that he walked 50 
minutes? The writer would appreciate 
information respecting the problem’s 
first appearance. 

* * * 
“Congratulations on your excellent 

English and spelling. You usually get 
‘only’ in the right place, which is more 
than university professors do. Have 
you noticed that the word ‘only’ is out 
of place about 40 percent of the time? 
In Washington, D.C., I once saw an 
advertisement of a ‘School for Secre- 
taries, on a car card. The closine sen- 
tence was, ‘You can only afford the 
best.’ Sears Roebuck had this sign in 
the front window: ‘You only hear a 
radio program once.“‘‘-E. C. H., Md. 

+a +s + 
Please comment on Sir Arthur Keith’s 
argument that war is a biological ne- 
cewxity bernufo it FBIVPS as R “pruning 

hook” to remove the unfit members of 
tke human race. He bases his thesis 
on the Darwinian theory of the Sur- 
vlval of the Fittest. 

Joseph MoCabe has written a great 
deal about Sir Arthur Keith’s defense 
of war, and my own writings cow 
tain several references to th.e famous 
English scientist’s fallacious view. 
Keith is an, able biologist, but in this 
particular matter hc has gone aotrcty 
through failure to properly evaluate 
Darwjn’s ideas, though why he should 
dlo this, I’m unable to say, for Dar- 
win’s methods of presentation were 
always simple and understandable 
even to laymen like myself. Keith 
should give careful thought to the 
following words, which are taken 
from Charles Darwin’s epochal book, 
“The Descent of Man”: 

“In every country in which a 
large standing army is kept up the 
finest young men are taken by the 
conscriution or are enlisted. They 
are thus exposed to early death dur- 
ing war. are often tempted into vice, 
and are prevented from marrying 
during the prime of life. On the 
other hand, the shorter and feebler 
men with poor constitutions are left 
at home, and consequently have a 
much better chance of marrying and 
propagating their kind.” 
The ‘above excerpt was quoted in 

the August, 1937, issue of The Liter- 
ary G&de, by Jack Lindsay, for the 
special benefit of Keith. The journal 
is the official publication of the Ra.. 
tionalis,t Press Association, England’s 
most important organization of Free- 
thinkers, and as I happen to know 
that K@h is a member and officer sf 

hat body it’ll be interesting to learn 
how he answers Darwin’s sentences. 
lack Lindsay adds: 

a‘It is clear from this passage that 
Darwin considered -war as tending 
only ?o the Survival of the Unfittest. 
If he had w itten the passage with 
the conscious intention of disavowing 
tEose who were to make unscrupu- 
lous use of his great name, he could 
scarcely have made his meaning 
more unmistakable.” 

+% 4+ * 
Nhat is the Catholic doctrine with re- 
card to Eternal Punishment? 

That’s, a difficult question to an- 
jwer be’cause Catholics themsNel,ves 
lave such differin,g views. J. W. 
‘oynter throws, light on this s&j&, 
“S follows : 

“The ROIIIsn Catholtc doctrine as 
to hell is full of uncertainty. Some 
p-o-le of that faith think the ma- 
;o-ity of the human race will go to . 
h-l”; others say very few ~111; and 
some even think no one will (though 
that opinion is not really orthodox). 
The orthodox doctrine is that no 
one goes to hell unless he dies in 
a state of unrepented mortal sin. 
Mortal sin must concern a serious 
matter; must be committed with 
full knowledge of its gravity; and 
mu& be a free, deliberate act. When 
it is considered how few acts fulfil 
these cond:tirns it will be seen how 
wide is the sphere of uncertainty. 
The fact is that the <doctrine of eter- 
nal punishment is so revolting to 
the moral sense that it is impqsible 
to frame any theory making it rea- 
sonable.” 

l % * * 
ire you able to explain that peculiar 
)hcnomenon, the *‘crime wave”? 

There isn’t anything to “explain” 
lecause there’s nb such thing as a 
‘crime wave.” Omften when a. wm- 
)aper gets’ hard up for circulation it 
urns to that oBd-time favorite, crime, 

, 

Ind by clever manipulati’on makes its 
,eadter,s believe the city is in the 
hroes of a %rime wave ” or “a sui- 
ide wave,” of whateve; it is that 
s needed to wave the rirc11lxhion fig- 
Lres. As William Lewis Butcher of ’ 
h8e N.Y. State Crime Commi&on, 
but it: “We have waves of news’ and 
ve think we are having waves of 
rime.” In other words, the “crime 
vave” is just an’other piece of bunk. 
rhe William Lewis- Butcher state- 
nent continues: 

“The average person is always 
unduly impressed by that which IS 
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prominently displayed anmd which 
has unusual attendlnt circumstances 
or which has been brouaht vividly 
to his attention in some-other way. 
Consequently, the average reader 
of newspapers is often-times led 
to the belief that a crime wave 
is in progress because he has been 
reading an unusual amount of crime 
news. . . . Crime news is an ever 
present 6O”TCe- of newspaper ‘copy.’ 
It can be used when other sorts of 
news ‘are not readily available. . . . 

I remember how. some years ago, 
it hlaplpened that several college stu- 
dents committed suicide. By playing 
up these coin,cidental cases and giv- 
ing extraordinary prominence to every 
student suicide throughout the coun 
try, the newslpaper publi’c was giver 
to understand that t.he U.S. wasl ir 
the throes of a “sui’cide wave.” Bul 
vital statistics s’oon sbhow8ed that there 
ha,dn’t been the slightlest increasle ir 
the num~bcr of suicides among per 
sons of that young age. An~d yet the 
niewspapers, for weeks, kept roaring 
albout the “suicide wave.” Thus does 
bunk thrive. 

4+ * rh 
Your constant‘ deb-unk’ng shows thal 
there are countless millions of suckers 
who will always be that wav becausc 
they haven’t ihe intelligence” to knov 
any better. 

Albert, Edward Wiggam, in hir 
“Exploring Your Mind,” touches or 
this subject, as follows: 

“Js gullibility and willingness to 
swallow exreryth:ng you hear a siFn 
of lack of intelligence? No. It ‘is 
a sign of lack of education, particu- 
larly scientific education. Dr. S. B. 
Sells, of Columbia, recently pointed 
out that even students of physics 
are often as gullible as ignoramuses 
about facts of chemistry. In fact 
they are ignoramuses in this field. 
The person of genuine scientific 
training, taught to take all things 
outside his own specialty only on 
the word of recognized scientific 
authorities, is the least gullible of 
all.” 

Did General Sherman really say “Wa 
is hell”? 

The statement’ has been questioner 
many times. but the falcts indicate 
that General William T. Sherman 
really uttered the immortal words 
During the Civil War, Sfierman de 
livered a speech, from which the fol 
lowinlg is taken: 

“I cQnSesg with shame that I am 

tired and sick of war. ‘Its glory 
is all moonshine. Even success. 
the most brilliant, is ovez dead 
and mangled bodies, the anguish 
and lamentations of distant fami- 
lies appealing to me for missing 
sons, husbands and fathers. It iS 
only those who have not heard a 
ahot nor the shrieks and groans of 
the wounmded and lacerated, that 
cry aloud for more blood, morn 
vengeance, more destruction. War 
is hell.’ 

* * 44 
Did Noah take only two of each animal 
nto the ark with him? 

There’s a little confusion about this 
nattcr, as tihe Bible contradicts itself. 
Centesis 6 : 19, 7 :8-9, and 7 : 15 all agree 
le was to take two of each kind. 
Zeaes~is 7:2-5 says only tie of each 
,f the unclean a&n& were to be 
taken, but seven oif ‘each kind of 
‘clean” beast. Thae passage just men- 
ttoned (Genesis 7:2, 5) puts it this 
way: “Of every clean bea% thou shalt 
bake to thee by sevens, the male and 
his female; anld of beasts that are 
not &an by two, the male and his 
Female. . . . And Noah did according 
unto all that the Lord commanded 
him.” When we go on to Genesis 
7:8-9 we learn the passenger list was 
pn,“,e made up along the following 
i : “Of clean beasts, anld of beasts 

that. RTP nlot rl~an. There went 
in two and two unto Noah into the 
srk, the male and the fem’ale, as God 
:omman&d Noah.” Noah must have 
been something o’f a Philadelphia 
lawyer, deci’dinlq that since the Word 
3idn’t explain just what wag a clean 
aniqmal and how it differed fr’om an 
Iunclean one. he concluded, sensibly, 
to take a short cut and give passes 
and rain chelcks to only two of each 
kind. 

* * * 
What kind of a l *Cproposition is this 
“Daily Five” business described in the 
enclosed circulars? Yours for success 
in your battle against bunk on all 
fronts. 

“The Daily Five,” according to cir- 
culars dis’tributed by George Gary -‘ 
Earnisf, N.Y.C., w.31 rid you of T.F. : 
-which means Tired, F1elelinp. It will 
also rid you of B.O.” Bowel~Obstrue- 
tinon, or, if that’s too retfined. plain 
old constipation. The coursse of les- 
sons consists of five special exercises,X 
each !o be worked for a minute every 

Five minutes a day-and 
r&z”:0 the ailmentw t;h& afflict 
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mortal man. I’d slay, otThand, *he ezz- 
erci.ses won? hurt anybody-nor will 
they do them any more good than a 
brisk five-minute walk. 

* * * 
Tell me which American university has 
the largest endowment. Then give me 
the next 10 richest educational instl- 
tutions. 

Harvard University is the richest 
in the country, with an’ endowment 
fund of $141,941,666,. on Jannary 1, 
1938. This was an increase of $7,- 
000,000 over the previous year. Of , 
course, land and buildings used for 
educational purposes aren’t included 
in the above, though they are worth 
up in the mi!lions. The next 10 rich- 
est nn,ivPrsitles: 
y;t..tution Endowment 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . *. . .1 $100,300,000 
Columbia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70,000,000 
University of Chicago . . . . 67,200,OOO 
University of Rochester . . 58,008,103 
University of Texas . . . . . 3iS,642,546 
M. I. T. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33,000,000 
Stanford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32,000,238 
Duke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,880,031 
Cornell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30,311,743 
Princeton . . . . . . . . . . . . ...*. 26,929,810 

+ + * 
I am anxious to find a comic piece 
which teRs about a devout young lady’s 
experience in heaven. It was printed 
in Freethought papers years ago. I be- 
lieve it was called “The Holy Ghost 
Joke.” 

The story-if I have the right one 
-goes this way: 

“‘A very pious young lady had died 
and had gained admittance into 
heaven. Saint Peter took her 
aroun,d and presented her to God, 
Christ and various other notables. 
Being left alone, she strolled around 
and admired the scenery, but no- 
ticed ~);~ly;r,s being followed by a 
very , mean-lookmg fellow, 
who kept bowing to her and was 

evidently trying to ‘nick her UP.’ 
Much alarmed. she ran back to St. 
Peter, told him what had happened, 
and asked him who this fellow could 
be. Looking up and seeing who it 
was, Peter replied: ‘Oh, that’s the 
Holy Ghost, but we don’t introduce 
him to ladies since he had that lit- 
tle affair with the Virgin Mary..” 

4+ * 4+ 
Have you figures showing how many 
quacks are operating in the U.S.? 

Dr. Morris Fishbein, 4iLor of the 
Journal of the American Medical AS- 
sociation, reported, on October 27, 
1937, that “records8 of the A.M.A. con- 
tain the namea and literature.of more 
than 300,000 charlatans who have 
from time to time preyed upon the 
American people.” Turning to the 
cancer quacks, this authority saidI: 

“Of all the ghouls who feed on 
the bodies of the dead and dying, 
the cancer quacks are the most 
vicious and unprincipled. Notwith- 
standing the fact we do not yet 
know the cause of cancer nor any 
specific method of prevention, and 
notwithstanding the fact no drug, 
no serum, no vitamin, no vaccine, no 
elwtrirnl appliance ever has been 
established as having any virtue in 
the control of cancer, charlatans ex- 
ploit all of these methods from time 
to time.” 

As, for protection against quacks, 
the best advice he could offer was al- 
ways to “BE SKEPTICAL.” In view 
of the government’s laxness or un- 
willingness to go the whole way in 
ridding the country of charlatans, 
esNpecially the cancer quacks who use 
the mails and radio, the average lay- 
man can’t do much more about these 
ghouls than B$ SZETTICAL. 

MONEY PROBLEM-Answer: The 
cashier money bags contained: $1, $2, 
$4, $8; $16, $32, 364, $128, $256, and $512. 
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