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Questions and Answers 
I’m not very successful as a dinne 
conversationalist, especially with thl 
ladies. I do well when sitting arounf 
with a bunch of men, smoking an, 
drinking, but when near several women 
at dinner I feel like the Hon. Caspe 
Milauetoast. Any suggestions? 

Your desire to melt the ice arounc 
a petrified group of women is corn 
meadable, but let me warn you i 
takes heroic measures to make a sue 
cess of conversation with the average 
woman who is at a formal dinn,el 
party. I rarely attend such functions 
seeing to it. with mv usual fore’sieht 
ed &ewdn&s, to have a convenyen 
broken IeP: or an attack of chilblainr 
when a&4 to attend such’ layouts 
Funerals and dinner parties are rnJ 
pet aversions. But I can draw or 
some an’onymons writer who know: 
my reader’s problem and offers wha. 
he consi.ders to be an easy solution 
though here I venture no opinion. HI 
advises men who arc box-cd by theil 
w,omen dinner comjpanions to as1 
these three question,s: 

1. Ask the lady on your right if 
she’s married. Should she sav “Yes.” 
ask her if she has any children. if 
she says “No,” ask her how she 
does it. 

2. Ask the lady on your left if 
she’s married. If she says “No,” 
ask her if she has any children. 

3. Ask the lads across from YOU 
if she has any children. If she says 
“Yes,” ask her if she’s marrie,d. 

All of the foregoing suggestions 
are guaranteed to start some kind 
of a conversat3ion. And, while I think 
of it, let me add that I’ve foun’d. dur- 
ing jEhe past few months. that it’s 
easy to send any middle-aged woman 
into spasms of ecstasy, if she hap- 
pens to have black hair, just by men- 
tioning casually that she looks a lot 
like Mrs. Simnson. 

What is the status of the Monroe Doc- 
trine in the light of Prehlellt lbose- 
velt’s speeches at Buenoe Aires and Rio 
de Janeiro? 

When the Monroe Do’ctrine was 
first promulgated, the idea in mind 
was to tell1 the world, especially Eu- 
rope, to cease interfering with the 

countries of North and South Amer- 
ica. This was good as far as it went, 
but it only served to make trouble in 
Latin America, fomr the Monroe Doc- 
trine didn’t say that the U.S.A itself 
would refrain from meddling in the 
affairs of Latin American count&s. 
We posed as the saviors of the Amer- 
icas, but the people of something 
like a score of countries got only one 
clear im’pression-that Uncle Sam 
wanted a free hand to do his own 
meddling. 

This “big stick” philosophy reach- 
ed its greatest strength under 
Theodore Roosevelt’s admini&rations. 
To hism, the Monroe Doctrine meant 
that the U3. imperialistic forces re- 
served the right to dictate $0 Latin 
American governments how they 
should run their affairs, and Theo- 
lore Roos’evelt never missed a chance 
to wave the “big sti’ck” at Central 
snd South America. Onr marines be- 
:ame the bill-collectors of Wall Street. 
Theodore Roosevelt demanded that not 
mly should Latin America behave as 
Washington directed, but that these 
zountries should accept the policy of 
)ur using the navy to make them pay 
their debts. That interpretation of 
The Monroe Doctrine made the Yankee 
government hated throughout the two 
4mericas. Theodore Roosevelt’s im- 
?eriali&ic policiets reached a climax 
vhen he deliberately provoked a rev- 
jlution-finan’ced by our government’s 
xeasury-in Pan,ama in order to gain 
Eossession of a strip of land on which 
;o build the Can’al. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 
:peeches in South America have 
:hanged all that. He has given a 
lew -interpretation to th’e -Monroe 
doctrine. Accordin’g to our President, 
,he U.S. is no longer to consider it- 
Pelf a policeman in Latin America. 
Ne are pledged to the policy of re- 
yarding Latin America as equal neigh- 
bors, with full and equal ri,ghts in a11 
natters of trad’e, foreign affairs, and 
he like. If  this theory of the Mon- 
hoe Doctrine is lived up to, there is 
‘very reason to believe that a score 
9 American governments are going 
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to look on the U.S. as a friend ‘in- 
stead of a bully. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt has 
gone even further. He told Germany, 
Italy and Japan that American de- 
mocracies will1 not tolerate any at- 
tempts on their part to destroy our 
free institutions an,d inaugurate a 
reign of Fascist terror. In other 
words, Mussolini, Hitler and the Mi- 
kado aren’t going t.o be allowed to do 
in any American country what t,hey 
have done so brazenly in Spain, 
Ethiopia and China. That this warn- 
ing was,n’t merely rhetorical is plain 
to any s’tud’ent of Latin American af- 
fairs. It is known that German and 
Italian Fascism have been making 
marked head!way in advancing their 

* antidemocratic policies in several 
Latin American count.ries. The West.. 
ern Hemisphere, which until recently 
was given over to republics, is now 
in a position of danger Prom the con- 
spirators of European Fascism who 
would win influence over here. But 
the new Roo8sevelt policies make evi- 
dent that the conspiracies are known 
and that counter measures will be 
taken t.o prev?t psci$ penetration. 

I heard “The Duchess at Tea” recited 
at a gabfest, but I didn’t catch the 
thing so I could write it down. Can you 
give me the lines? 

The ditty, author unknown, goes 
this way: 
I sat by a Duchess at tea, 
Embarrassed as I could be; 
Her rumblings abdominal 
Were something phenomenal- 
And the guests all thought it woe me! 

+b c + 
I was deeply interested in the good work 
President Roosevelt did in t& cause 
of peace at the Buenos Aires meeting 
of the Inter-American Conference. The 
reports said there are 21 countries in 
this Pan-American Union, but gave no 
populatian figures. Please supply them. 

The most recent information pre- 
pared by statisticians gives the popu- 
lati’on figures as follows: 
Argentina ................. 
Bolivia .................... 

l;m;,~~~ 

Brazil ..................... 
Chile ...................... 

4&~fXJ~~fll~ 

Colombia .................. 8:ooo:ooo 
Costa Rica ................ 500,000 
Cuba ...................... 4,000,00t 
Dominican Republic ........ 1,ooo,oot 
Ecuador ................... 2,000,00~ 
Guatemala ................. 2,000,00~ 
Ha’ti ..................... 2,000,3Ol 

Honduras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 900,000 
Mexico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,000,OOO 
Nicaragua . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 850,000 
Panama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 500,000 
Paraguay . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000,000 
Peru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,200,OOO 
Salvador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,800,000 
United States . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128,000,OOO 
Uruguay . . . . . ..*........... 2,000;ooo 
Venezuela . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,100,000 

Canada, which isn’t. a member, has 
a population of 10,50~0,000. Adding 
this to the foregoing populations, we 
find that the Americas have a total 
population of ,abo$ 25*5,000,000. 

I was glad to read the nice things you 
wrote about gardening. Perhaps your 
readers would like to see the enclosed 
comment. . 

The rcad,er’a enclosure is a delight- 
fu& shrewd Chinese proverb, as fol- 

“if you wish to be happy for an 
hour, get intoxicated. If you wish 
to be happy for three days, get 
married. If you wish to be happy 
for eight days, kill your pig and eat 
it. But if you wish to be happy 
forever, beco$e ; gaidener.” 

Certain expensive soaps are aold with 
the claim that they are better and 
purer because they are transparent. 
Please comment. 

So’ap can be made transrparcnt by 
the addition of sugar. Sugar, as 
everyone knows, has no cleansing 
powers. The Bureau of Standards of 
the Federal governmenk says, in one 
of its reports, that transparency “is 
actually n’o indication whatever of 
purity or quality.” The public seems 
to have learned tihis fact, for trnnrs- 
parent soaps are receiving lower con- 
sumer acceptance. They cost a great 
deal more, but aren’t as good as an 
ordin’ary bar of Ivory. An, odd thing 
about soap is the fact that the costly 
brands are invariably inferior to the 
lowgriced soaps. 

Do the people buy shoes for style or 
fit? 

It looks as though the public, as 
tbe result of advertising campargn,s 
by the shoe manufacturers, have got 
themselves into t.he habit of looking 
for stvle first and frt afterwards. 
Now, there’s no reason for criticizing 
any person who wants his or her 
shoes) to look good, but why the mat- 
ter of comfort should be neglected is 
2 slource of sur,prise, for anyone ought 
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to know that, badly chosen shoes tax 
cause serious bodily ailiments. 

The Exten,sion Service of the Co1 
lege of Agriculture, The University 
of Wisconsin, issued a revised re 
port, in Octo’ber, 1934, by Gladyr 
Meloehe, under the title “Foot Cloth, 
ing for All Ages,” which contain; 
some facts on this quest,ion of gooc 
nn,rl Bad fitting of slhoe’s,. The E*UT. 
vey covered the fit of shoes of l,OO( 
men, women, girls and boys, at tht 
Wisconsin State Fair, and the figure: 
show mat in some ways boys ant 
girls are more sensible than theil 
eld’ers in the matter of selecting 
shoes. Here’s the table: 

Good Fit Fair Fit Poor Fil 
Men 
Women 

40% 46% 
14 55 

p 

Boys 
Girls ti iit/, 2% 

And while on &is subject. let rnf 
mention the fact that it’s &wise tc 
buy the shoes brought out by con. 
terns that use some doctor’s name 
in connection with their product 
There are many such shoes on the 
market-Dr. Locke being the most 
advertised-and they have been criti. 
cized severely by the Federal Trade 
Colmmislsion. This federal department 
tomok action again,st samme if these 
manluf&cturers and ord,ered them t,c 
“discorutinue the use of the word 
‘Doctor’ or the abbreviation ‘Dr.’ in 
trade names or any other manner tc 
designate or dexribe shoes not made 
in accordance with the design or un- 
der the supervision of a doctor.” 

When in need of shoes, go to a 
regular shoe. &ore or depnrt.ment and 
make your sNelection from some stand- 
ard product issiued by capable, ef- 
ficient concerns like W. L. Douglas, 
Laxly D’ouglau, Erma J&tick, Official 
Girl Scout, A. S. Bleck, Florsheim, 
Walk-Over, Indian Walk, Monltgom- 
cry Ward or Sears. Roebuck. But 
take your time. fion’t think you 
should give about five minutes to so 
important a mat.ter as the selection 
of a pair of shoes which may be 
called on to serve you for a year or 
more. Don’t be ashamed to try on 
as many as a half-dozen different 
shoes before picking out the right 
ones, even thou& it takes a half 
hour’ or more to-make your decision. 
The concerns I’ve &ted in this para- 
graph make stylish shoes of good 
quality, .YO you ought t.o be able to 

get exactly what you want, with re- 
gard to fit and looks. 

Don’t I& a clerk &tell you the shoe 
you’re trying on will fit after a “few 
days’ breaking in,” That’s nonsense. 
A shoe should be comfortable from 
the moment you nut it on. Insist on 
that and yo~?ll g& comfort from thhe 
very first, if the store has any kind 
of a s~took to select from. -Ncvcr 
judge a shoe without getting u’p and 
wal_king around a few eteps. And 
always be sure the shoe is long and 
widme enough. Don’t judge by the 
clerk’s measuring device-that’s only 
a rough guess. Judge by actual try- 
outs, even though the clerk begins to 
s’how signs of i~mpatience. 

+ * + 
How does Georgetown University, in 
Washington, D.C., a Catholic school, 
rank as an educational institution? 

Georgetown University was found- 
ed by Roman Catholics in 1789, and 
26 years later was put under the 
control of the Jesuihs. It now has a 
faculty of about 200 and a student 
enrollment of about 2,000. The uni- 
versity ranks high amon.g Cathodic 
educational i’nstitutions, but when 
compared with our secular univer- 
sities its importance is quite in’sig- 
nificant. Authorities in &he field of 
educzution don’t even list Georgetown 
among the first 60 higher institutions 
of lea_ming in the U.S. Its standards 
of scholarship simply can’t be com- 
pared with Harvard, University of 
Chicago, Columbia, Princeton, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, Stanford, 
University of Wisconsin, University 
of Minnesota, Cornell, Yale, and so 
on d’own the line. Its s-chool of medi- 
cine is fair?ly good, but third rate 
when put alongside giants of medical 
research like J&ms Hopkins and a 
half dozen other secular plants. We 
frequently hear about “Catholic 
scholarship,” as though the Church 
were a great power for good in this 
field, but the Gmple truth is that, as 
Joseph McCabe so brilliantly proved 
in an entire chapter in one of his 
3ooks on the Catholic Church, Cath- 
llic scholarship is nothing more than 
a myth, or, to use plainer, blunter 
gpeetih, it’s the bunk. One of the 
handiest evidences of the low grade 
If “Catholic scholarship” is found in 
;he fact that Who’s Who lists fewer 
Saltiholics than any of the other great 
denominations, its outstanding men 
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being on a par with Seventh Day 
Adventists and Latter Day Saints. 
The Lrernemlouu prupaganda machine 
of the Catholic Church has been able 
to convince many people that there is 
such a thing as “Catholic scholar- 
ship,” but independent authorities 
are unable to find it. 
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“I have taken The American Freeman 
for a long time and can shake hands 
with you on everything you have writ- 
ten so far.“-The Rev. A. II. Tyre7TT;I0 
Bond St., Toronto, Ont., Canada. 
writer is a clergyman of the Protestan: 
Episcopal. (Anggcani Cp] 

What do the initials A.S.C. after 
“photography by So-and-so” mean in the 
introduction to a movie? 

A.S.C. means that the man who did 
the photography is a member of the 
American So’ci$y if Czmeramen. 

Please commend on- the-Liberty article 
which exnosed Commonwealth College. 

I rea4 the Liberty article and 
found it crammed with the usual sen- 
sationtalism, unfairness, misrepresen- 
tation and distortion of the Macfad- 
den press. Th’e great bust-belly-be- 
hind exhibition,ist is tryin,g very 
hard to &eal from Mr. Hearst bhe 
“honor” of being Ameri’ca’s greatest 
red-baiter. 

A bulletin ksued by Commonwealth 
College, at Mena, Ark., says that the 
man who wrote the Liberty article 
spent exactly two hours at the COI- 
lege. Knowing the Macfadden ~IWB 
as I do, it surprises me that the 
writer #spent even that much time on 
his yarn. Tl~~~dly, SII& a writer 
goes to the most prejudiced source 
avai$lable and writes a rehash of 
every conceivable lie. The Liberty 
wriler, aft#er giving two solid hours 
to’ original “research” at Mena, used 
“data” reprinted ‘by the Ku Klux 
Klan. whi’ch he presenteNd to 2,000,OOO 
Liberty rea’ders as “evidence.” 

One of the most sensational dis- 
coveriesl this writer for Liberty made 
was someone’s report that he had seen 
nude, mixed bathing down at the creek. 
Coming from a Macfadden journal, 
this is funny, eqmcinlly when we FQ- 
call that, Macfadden has built up his 
following and made his millions from 
exploisting “the body beautiful,” which, 
of course, is onlly an excuse for print- 
ing nude pictures. On this point, I 
recall the time I was in Macfadden’s I 

dllce some years ago, in New York 
City. The great Macfadden was care- 
ful to call my attention to a life- 
size, nude statue of one of hi)s numer- x 
XIS beautiful dau,ghters, which he 
kept less than a dozen feet from his 
desk. It seems to me that, a man who 
shows everybody a statue of his 
daughter, in her birthday suit, 

: 

shoddn% try to shock the world with 
unverified reports about mixed bath- 
ing down in Arkans(as. 

The December 15, 1936, i,ssue of 
the Commonwealth College Fortnight- , 
lu contains a vigorous answer t0 
Macfadden’s rortten attacli, from which 
1 quote: 

In effect, Liberty is conspiring 
with local reactionaries to give a 
false and distorted picture of Com- 
monwealth College to the people 
of the nation, and to provide the 
basis for the destruction of the only 
residential southern labor school. 

Liberty is serving “old hash” 
which has its basis in the planter- 
inspired Arkansas Legislative In- 
vestigation Committee’s report of 
1935. 

After being thwarted in his at- 
tempt to enter Commonwealth as a 
student under false oretenses. the 
reporter, resorted, for his “facts,” 
to the one-sided and out-dated 
testimony reprinted by the Ku Klux 
Klan from the Legislative Commit- 
tee’s report. The reporter hypo- 
critically tries to give the impres- 
sion that his “data” is current. 
The same slanderous material has 
recently been broadcast by the Rev- 
erend L. D. Summers, Mena Baptist 
minister. 

There are reactionaries in the 
State and nation who will welcome 
the Liberty article. The planters 
of eastern Arkansas, with the blot 
of oeonaee. will welcome this lat- 
est attack uuon Commonwealth. 
Hearst will siae with his brother 
journalist. But the people of Ameri- 
ca will recognize the article for 
what it is: a shallow, sensational 
attempt to discredit the labor 
school which has consistently sup- 
ported the straggles nf the oppreaa- 
ed workers and share-croppers of 

% 

the South-a school which has car- 
ried on, and continues to carry on, 
a valiant finrht for academic free- 
dom and forthe protection of Amer- 
ican civil liberties. 
A Wmashingtoa, D.C. di’spatch, car- 

ried by Fedesrated Press, says the La 
Follette senatorial committee investi- 
zating violations of civil liberti’es has 
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decided to look into charges thd 
Macfadden’s Liberty “participated ir 
a conspiracy to i&it& mob -violence 
among Arkansas residents.” The re 
port continues’: 

The charges were made by Char- 
lotte Moskowitz, secretary-treasurer 
of Commonwealth College, a school 
for workers in Mena, Ark., follow- 
ing the appearance of an article 
in Liberty declaring that students 
at Commonwealth were being 
taught “Communism” and engaged 
in “free love” and similar practices. 
Miss Moskowltz categorically denied 
the allegations made by Liberty and 
termed them further moves in the 
efforts of local planters to destroy 
the school because of the sympathy 
expressed there for the unionization 
of share-croppers. 

“The La Follette committee is 
giving earnest consideration to the 
letter,” Robert Wohlforth, secretary 
of the committee said, “and if the 
situation appears as represented, 
we will take further action.” 
It’s an old trick for our tories tc 

base their attacks on “morality” and 
“free love.” Walt MoC&e, who was a 
student at C’ommonwealth, writes on 
this point as follows: 

“Through the generosity of Com- 
monwealth, as ona of three winners 
of an essay contest sponsored by 
this school, I went there for a peri- 
od of three monthe. 

“Brought up in the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church, I found 
nothing at Commonwealth of an in- 
decent nature. 

“On the contrary the students 
have a love of clean livlng an,d good 
sportsmanship seldom found any- 
where. 

“The classes are an example uf 
free speech put into practice. One 
receives a keen appreciation of na- 
tional and international events, dis- 
cussed with an open mind. . The 
student is free to disagree with the 
teacher and often does. 

“What Liberty magazine resents 
1s the fact that Commonwealth is 
educating working people who have 
been denied the right of an educa- 
tion. 

“Surely Cummonwealth College Is 
a positive force for the making of a 
greater America. Any attack upon 
this school is an attack on those 
liberties won for us by the founaders 
of this country.” 

4+ * 4 
A lot of talk has been made. mostlv un- 
intelligent, on the single political barty 
system of the U.S.S.R. versus the mul- 
tiple political party systems found else. 

where. Would you care to discuss it? 
I’m glad to ,see that the new Soviet 

Constitution is atiracting a great deal 
of discussion in this country. Free- 
man readers, of course, were far 
ahead in the controversy because they 
had a’ccesls to the complete text of the 
great d’08cumenlt a’t least three months 
before it was finally adonoted. Free- 
mnn readers wore a&k tb maw the 
point that the new Russia-car& be 
understood without a careful study 
of its new Consti’tution, for th& 
statement of revised fundamental so- 
cial, economi’c and political doctrine 
umpsets almost every theory held re- 
garding the Soviet Union’s purposes. 

Editors of capitalistic newspapers 
have made much of the fact that the 
new Soviet Constitution recognizes 
onlv one ;aulit,ical uartv. In their in- 
noranjce, 6hey as&me “tiat the sit& 
tion is similar to capitali&ie coun- 
tries which enjoy democratic rights 
and therefore i’mply that Russia’s 
new constitution is r’eally undemo- 
cratic. 

These edit.ora and other critics fail 
to recognize one important fact. Po- 
litical parties represent various e920- 
nomic or social interests. We know 
of out-and-out Old-Guard Wall-Street 
political parties, middle-class parties, 
working-class plarties, Prohibition 
partiw, etc. This condition prevails 
because we live in a society that has 
class &visions, and various political 
organizatio’ns appear on the scene to 
speak, or at lea& attempt to speak, 
for tihese dlifferent, and frequently 
antagonh&ic, class interests. 

In Russia, on the othor han’d, we 
are faced with a differenb situation, 
for there are no classes. The U.S.S.R. 
is buildinlg a classless society. That 
tneans Russ’ia knows no capitalist 
class, or speculators8, or financiersi, 
3r merchants. or transportation mo- 
nopolists, and other visible signs of 
B social r&me based on class lines. 
Having o#dy one class-the workers 
-the U.S.S.R. has use for only one 
poliitical organizat,ioa. There woul’d be 
no sen’se in having one political party 
Eor factory workers, another for land 
workers, a third party for white-rol- 
lar employes, a fourth party for fore- 
men aad executives, an’d so on. In 
view of these facts. the new Soviet 
Constit.ution is righ:ht in providing for 
Jnly one political party, though the 
same document does recognize the 
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right bf individuals to present dif- 
fering views as reasons for their elec- 
t.ion, should they wish to run for of- 
fice. Under the new Constitution, any 
citizen has the right to run for of- 
fice. 

Of course, the individual who would 
attempt to use the new Soviet Con- 
stitution to reestablish Capitalism 
would find hims4f in &fficulties. The 
Russian people have d’ecided that a 
return tie Capita,lism, Imperialism, 
Monarchy, affiliated Church and State, 
private monopoly, and the like, are 
closed issues, forever Outlawed and 
not subject even to debate. There is 
room for self-oriticiam and differ- 
ences of opinion regarding policy but 
it must be within the framework of 
a Socialist economy-in other words, 
the Constitution doesn’t permit any- 
one to use tihe machinery of govern- 
ment to destroy a state that is build- 
ing a social order based on. collective 
ownership of the means of produe. 
tion, distribution and exchange. If  
the new Soviet Constitution were to 
carry over the policies of the consiti- 
tutions of capitalistic coun,tries, the 
U.S.S.R. would have to establish fa- 
cili~tie~s fo’r grou 

8 
s that would destroy 

the Socialist epublic, that would 
establish Czarism, or Imperialism, 01 
capitalisltic ownership of the thmge 
needed by the masses. Such dwelop- 
menIts wouldn’t be permitted in a 
classless society, so the obvious resull 
is a one-party system. 

A careful review of the new Soviel 
Constitution will demonstrate beyond 
any reaslonable doubt that Russia ic 
headed in Lhe dirwtiuu of genuine 
sincere. lasting democracy, because ii 
has only one class-the workers-ani 
knows no other class interests wit1 
which to deal. 

e * +B 
Don’t you agree that most books are tot 
long? 

That’s been one of my pet peeve! 
for more than a quarter of a century 
I’ve been preachin,g brevity so lon$ 
and often I’m afraid I’m beginnia 
to tire even my most forgiving 
frien’dst. It’s my notion that the mos: 
profound scholar osught to be able t( 
tell his story in about 60,000 word! 
-128 pages-at the outside. Ever 
there it’s reas,onable to ask tihat fur, 
ther condensation be resorted to ir 
order to hold one’s reader instead o: 
driving him away. Fat books -1001 

rood on the &elves, but they have a 
vay of staying there unread. On this 
iub.ieut of Lo4ung books, I found R 
‘ew valuablie paragraphs by William 
Teather, which I want to pass on: 

“In my opinion, nine-tenths of all 
non-fiction books that are published 
are too long. What is new and 
pertinent in them could be express- 
ed in fine-third the pages. 

“The reason for the excessive 
size of books is the desire of the 
authors and publishers to offer 
anmething that will command 8 price 
of $2 or more. A 60-page booklet in 
a paper cover, adequate to contain 
everything important that the an- 
thor has to say, will bring only 50~ 
and will be dillicult to market. 

“A publisher sent me a book on 
conferences. It contains 300 pages. 
It would be D much bcttcr eontribn- 
tion to the subject if 250 pages 
were eliminated.” 

* * d 
L. How much freight do gut’ railroada 
laul? 2. How is this freight classified? 

1. The ramilroads of the U.S., in 
1935, hauled 789,626,714 tons of 
Freight. 

2. I f  we took an average 1,000 tons 
)f this frei,ght, we would find it divid- 
:d QQ follows: products of agricul- 
;ure, 97 tons; live stock and products 
)f animals, 19 tons; prodpcts of 
nines, 564 tons; produots of forest% 
54 tons; products of manufacture and 
niscellaneous a+cles, 249 ton’s; less- 
;han-carload $lpyt. 17 tons. 

~oJ~h;lvisable to build in the winter 

Homer C. Bastian, Kansas director 
>f the Federal Housing Adminis%%- 
Eon, when asked at his Topeka, Kans., 
)fl%ce whether winter building is 
3ractical anrl innxpmsivn, raplid 9s 
e0110ws : 

“The popular impression that 
building during the winter is im- 
practical and too expensiv;:; grai 
ually being dispelled. 
fashioned theory that building oper- 
ations should start about April and 
rum their course, leaving several 
winter months for labor and ma- 
terial to hibernate, is a mistaken 
one and unfortunate for all con- 
cerned, the prospective home-owner 
among them. 

“Of course, during unusually wet 
or freezing weather, concrete or 
masonry or other such work re- 
quiring water presents difficulties, 
but these can be easily overcome 

” 

‘1 

Y 
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and need not concern the owner. 
As to expense, the actual cost of 
the extra work and precautions 
necessary will be, in most cases, 
completely offset by the increased 
efficiency and greater supply of la- 
bor, the increased availability of 
materials, the willingness on the 
part of contractors and sub-con- 
tractors to accept lower profits in 
order to hold their organizations 
together and pay overhead, expenses, 
and the extra time the contractor 
and architect will have to devote 
to the job. 

“By building out of the rush sea- 
son people will have all the advan- 
tages of efeciency and gains al- 
ready mentioned. Winter is an ideal 
time for building, particularly when 
it may be planned so that founda- 
tions and masonry work may ‘be 
rnmpld~rl hefore freezing weather 
sets in. However, if it is impossible 
to complete the masonry before 
this, there is no reason, why they 
shouldn’t carry on anyway. Custom 
is really responsible for the fact 
that so few houses are built duri_ng 
the winter.” 

4 4 4 
What are the comparative weights of 
common materials like concrete, bricks, 
coal, steel, sand. water. ice. etc.? 

A cub& Foote of 14 ‘com’mon mater-- 
ials will weigh as follows: 

Lbs. per 
cu. ft. 

Concrete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 
Common Brick . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 
Soft Coal . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Hard Coal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Water . ..‘........................ 64.4 
Ice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57.2 
Earth Common Loam Dry .a..... 
Mud 1::. 
Limestone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160 
Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 490 
Oak White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 
;““npa White .__ .._ 25 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 115 
Pine Long Leaf Yellow . . . . . . . . 65 

4 4 4 
Are the possibilities of a Fascist ris. 
ing in Britain since the passing of 
Edward increased or lessened? 

Leaving aside the question of Ed- 
ward’s romantic love for Wally, the 
political side was a clear-cut schism 
between the Crown and Parliament. 
As a man, I was for Edward’s right 
to marry his sweetheart, but as a 
believer in political democracy I 
couldn’t shut my eyes to the fact that 
Parliament had a right to decide 
whether or not the woman Edward 
wanted to marry would be acceptable 

as queen. The question wasn’t one of 
personal rights but of the House of 
Commons’ strict right to accept or 
reject the king’s wife as queen. For 
the first time in several centuries the 
Crown was in opposition to Parlia- 
ment, though one might wish the is- 
sue had been brought to a head on a 
natter of greater social moment. Had 
:ho Crown won, a great &p would 
iave been taken in the direction of 
Fascism, and that the Fascists recog- 
lized such a possibility is shown by 
:he manner in which Mosley and his 
Blackshirts rushed to the defense of 
The King. The fact that. Parliament 
gon proves, so far as I can s’ee, that 
Fascism’s chances were lessened. 

4 4-4 4 4-4 
Aave you any information dealing with Aave you any information dealing with 
;hc deocptivc practices of butchers? ;hc deocptivc practices of butchers? 

A meat-cutter who worked for two A meat-cutter who worked for two 
Tears behind the butcher counters of 
t chain of stores in Philadelphia has 
?xpo,sed the tricks used to deceive 
:onisumers, as follows: 

One of the simplest tricks of the 
trade is to hammer tough meat aud 
break its connective tissue fibers 
(gristle), and then sell it as a ten- 
der cut. 

Slale and film-cuvered meat, if 
not too far gone, emerges rejuve- 
nated from a bath in salt brine- or 
if this measure won’t work, sod>um 
sulfite or saltpeter will make tQe 
;t;; look fresh and mask its putrid 

When green slime forms on frank- 
furters and lunch meats, it is 
wiped off with plain water. Plain 
water also suffices to refresh aging 
lamb; but spareribs that have be- 
come dark are given a washing- 
soda bath. 

Smoked hams and shoulders that 
have become dry, hard, and fuzzy 
can be renovated by re-smoking 
over a gas range, to bring out the 
oils and make the withered meats 
shine as before. A superior sheen 
can be imparted by rubbing salad 
oil over the meat after the gas- 
burner re-smoking. 

De-maggoting of smoked hams 
and bacon slabs is accomplished by 
smoking the maggots out over a gas 
flame, or immersing the maggoty 
meat overnight in a pail of 6ter. 
- Miscellaneous meat left-over+.. 
which may be far from fresh, find 
their way into ground-meat prod- 
ucts such as sausage, hamburger, 
patties, frankfurters, and bologna. 

There are housewives skeptical 
enough to insist on having meat for 
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hamburgers ground before their 
eyes; but some butchers have been 
known to keen meat scrams near the 
grinder and by skillful sleight-of- 
hand to manipulate the scraps into 
the grinder along with the cut that 
has been shown the wary customer. 

Even with the addition of meat 
scraps, fresh-ground is by far the 
safest hamburger. The consumer 
purchasing sreviously grnnnd meat 
is likely to get such unlooked for 
additional substances as sawdust, 
canned tomatoes, and water. (Water 
causes the ground meat to freeze 
in the ice-box overnight and there- 
fore gain in weight.) But the most 
serious hazard involved in the pur- 
chase of grourrd hamburger is the 
addition of sodium sulfite to stale, 
even putrid, meat to make it look 
fresh and to destrov the odor of 
decay. 

The application of the butcher’s 
thumb when the customer’s atten- 
tion is distracted or below the level 
of the tray is still common enough. 
In this way an increase in the scale 
reading of a half-pound to four 
pounds has been demonstrated to 
be quite easy. If spring scales are 
viewed at an angle, the weight read- 
ing may appear to be an ounce or 
two more, or less, than it actually 
is. The buyer should face the scales 
directly. 

Frozen meats contain excessive 
water, and when defrosted weigh 
leas; but the consumer buying 
frozen meat pays for the extra 
water as well as for the meat. 

Experienced housewives look for a 
cut of meat with plentiful fat, as 
this makes for a tender, juicy cut 
of meat. A booklet issued by the 
National Live Stock and Meat 
Board inalructs butchers in ways of 
utilizing fat to prepare cuts of beef 
which are deficient in fat covering. 
It is explained how a pot roast may 
be made from shoulder meat by 
wrapping cod fat (fat from the 
hindquarters of a beef animal) 
around two inside surfaces of a 
shoulder cut and tying the whole 
together, to be presented to the con- 
sumer as a fine pot roast. 

All of the shank meat and heel 
may be used in preparing a cut of 
rourrd pot roast, the butcher is told. 
The bone is removed from the heel 
and shank meat, and the resultinp: 
cavity filled with suet. The shank 
and heel meat and suet are then 
rolled and sewed together, making 
what looks like a good pot roast, 
to be sold at pot roast prices. 

There are, of course, tricks In all 

trades, and it would be interesting 
if Freeman read’ers, who see the sub- 
ject from ,&he viewpoint of the con- 
sumer, were to exchange knowledge. 
Of course, there are many tricks that 
aren’t crooked, and they, of course, 
should be left only for those who are 
actively interested in the trade, but 
when the tricks are used to deceive 
and defraud consuumrs we should do 
ousr utmost to spread accurate in- 
Eormation regarding thesle practices. 
Such work can be done best by public- 
mmded employes who know the in- 
side tricks and are ready to paws on 
their data, always with the assur- 
ance that their identity will not be 
divulged. 

The consumers have always been 
zonsidered “legitimate” prey, but 
there are increasing signs of resis- 
tarme, The consumers are entitled to 
value for their money, and if they 
will stick together theey will find it 
possible to get fair treatment. The 
be& immediate weapon is accurate, 
.ntelligent publicity. Once a consum- 
?r has been put wise to the tricks of 
P certain trade he can usually be de- 
pended on to watcfi out. Consumers 
lave heen t,bo goats too long. 

9r * +B 
Sow many miles of railroad does the 
Santa Fe run? 

As of December 31, 1936, the Atchi- 
son,-- Topeka and Santa l?e Railway 
Company operatied 13,259 miles of 
railroad, as followa: 
illinois ....................... 289.82 
towa ......................... 19.99 
Missouri ...................... 309.35 
Knnaas ....................... 
Nebraska 

2,088.18 
..................... 2.53 

Oklahoma ..................... 1,586.96 
Texas ........................ 
Louisiana 

3,516.42 
..................... 64.53 

Colorado ...................... 554.59 
\iew Mexico .................. 1,4n3.83 
4rizona ...................... 819.71 
California .................... 1,528.56 

Total ...................... 13,259.47 

The foregoing figures will have to 
be revised when the 1936 annual re- 
port is is,srued, making the new total 
13,586 miles. 

* 4 *:* 
Please discuss the relative merits of 
automobile tires. 

The federal government is the 
greatest single buyer of tires in the 
world, and its stanldards are strict. 
It tested 300 tires (12 brands) and 



reported marked variations in ser- 
vice. Incidentally, it. was shown that 
pri’ce has little to do with merit. 
Frequently the cheaper tire can out- 
run and outlast the expensive article. 

It was found that only three brands 
are bad-Dayton, Mohawk, and Dun- 
10,~. The three good tires aFtiziii 
mond 
(Fisk) ; 

(Goodrich Co.) ; 
C-ioodyear. ‘The remaining 

s,ix tires were found to be acceptable, 
as follows: Kelly-Springfield, Cen- 
tury, Goodrich Silver&wn, Firestone, 
U.S. Royal, and General. 

The report’s findings are summar- 
ized in the following table: 

Approx. Cost 
Approx. Average Per 100 Mi. 
Retail Mileage Use in Cent8 
Price 

$ l&e &es 
Diamond 8.50 12.4 
Federal 

27,051 
8.50 

Goodyear 
26,009 

ii 
13.2 

10.00 
Kelb- 

29,276 3:a 18.6 

Springfield 10.00 15.2 
Century 

26,286 
10.00 25,354 8:: 15.6 Goodrich 

Silvertown 10.00 24,675 
Firestone 10.00 
U.S. Royal 

23,502 :: 
10.00 22,923 414 

:;*: 

General 11.00 4.i’ 
g::$ 

Dayton 
23,241 

10.00 ao:a 
Mohawk 

19,754 
10.00 

Dunlop 
15,321 

i:; 
26.0 

10.00 13.550 7.4 29.6 

A Wilmington, Del., Episcopal clergy- 
man says that “throughout the British 
Commonwealth of Nations . . . the laws 
of Christ regarding Christian marriage 
are regarded seriously, and the legal 
separation and remarriage of those who 
have been joined together in marriage 
ia regarded uul unly with disapproval 
but very generally with absolute dis- 
gust.” Please comment. 

This clergyman is speaking for his 
own kind, and they are only a minor- 
ity. However, our ecclesiastical pow- 
ers are organlze,d and able to assert 
themselves all too freauentlv in the 
Places that should properly” express 
the wishes and hopes of the masses. 
The majority is made to accept the 
views of obscurantists-a vocal mi- 
nority asserts itself effectively-and 
antiquated ideas of marriage, birth 
control, divorce and the like are given 
positions of power over the tem’nora- 
rily-helpless - majority. The people 
generally are liberal in matters of 
our emotional lives. See how the peo- 
ple of the U.S., during the past 60 
years, have been able to liberalize 

our divorce laws. The movement 
started in the “wicked West” and 
gradually worked eastward, with thQ 
result that divorce is almost on a 
civilized basis, except for New York 
State and a few other Co8mmon- 
wealths, especially in the -South. But 
even these will be compelled to sur- 
render to mass pressure for the peo- 
ple are sensibly taking tie sound posi- 
tion that marriage is a civil con- 
tract, intended to serve humanity, 
and when marriaPc bccomcs a source 
of misery the vi&ims are to have thQ 
legal right to rid themselves of their 
ties. If  the people of the British 
Commonwealth of Nation’s could only 
express themselves on this question 
of divorce, they would be found to be 
jmt about like their American cou- 
sins-ready to use the machinery of 
go,vernment to enable those who 
blundered in their marriages to cor- 
rect their mistakes and begin over 
again. We all know of thousands of 
large and small communities where 
divorce is no longer a “disgrace.” 
When religious obscurantists were 
more powerful than they are today, 
the conventional-minded people re- 
garded divorce wiL11 “absuluLe dis- 
gust,” but time has succeeded in les- 
sening the influence of our religious 
Mus8solinis and the result is all to the 
good, with a healthy feeling of dis- 
gust for those who would compel men 
and women to return to the old days 
of unbreakable marriage ties. The 
Church’s blight on marriage is being 
wiped away-slowly, to be sure, but 
the signs of pr$gr$s v  measurable. 

I wonder what you think of a recent 
photograph showing the Dionne quintup- 
lets at their “devotions”? 

I didn’t happen to Bee the picture, 
out I can well imagine what it was 
all about. They were probably on 
their knees, like perfect little angels, 
praying to Gawd. If  I’m wrong, set 
me right. 

That’s the way the Ro’man Catholic 
Church works everywhere, grabbing 
‘em while they can’t think for them- 
selves. If  the Church didn’t have con- 
trol of such young, immature,. impres- 
sionable minds, the work of mdoctri- 
nating the masses would be hard. 
Thi’s -should cause our most pious 
brothers to wonder why it is that 
man’s unlbending “religious instinct” 
has to be supported by such vigorous 
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methods. The Church must put then 
in the intellectual yoke while they’rt 
un&.~le Lo Lhink for themselves, and 
even) when the victims reach matur- 
ity they still aren’t safely chained tc 
religious superstitions or there 
wouldn’t have to be so many millionn 
of priests, preachers and rabbis 
throughout the world to keep “man’s 
relig,iouIr instinct” in line. 

But to return to the quints. I ad- 
mire the cute little girls even though 
the priests are using them for Cath- 
olic propaganda. And while I’m say- 
ing again how charming they are, 
let me repeat what a reader was good 
enough to call to my attention. He 
writes: 

“Everytime I look at them I won- 
d;;n;ty all children car+ have the 

they are havmg. Why 
should they be picked out, because 
there happened to be five of them, 
to have the best care, food and 
training, while there are countless 
rickety little wretches who can go 
on being rickety, for all the world 
cares? Such favoritism would be 
impossible under Socialism.” 

My correspondent is right, of 
course. There’s no reason why these 
quints should get better fuud and liv- 
ing conditions than the children of 
the lowest lab’orer. When the parents 
generally realize their power as work- 
ers and producers, they’ll demand that 
all children be given the best that 
the world can afford, quints or no 
quints, and when that time comes we 
will be able to say, for the first, time 
in our history, that economic justice 
at last prevails. 

* *r +P 
What proportion of the world’s popu- 
lation lives under censorship? 

Almost 1,600,000,000 people-about 
75 percent of the worldi’s population 
---live under censorship, and are un- 
alble to get the bare f’acts of cur- 
rent eve&s except as their rulers see 
fit to release truth, near-truth, or, 
as is more often the case, outright 
falsehood. There are about 400,000,- 
000 peobple who have to endure an un- 
even form of censorship, with a cer- 
tain amount of real news slipping 
through to the people. As for full 
freedom of the press, the world still 
knows very little of that luxury. 

of 
As Bruce Bliven, one of the editors 

The New Republic, said in a talk 
before the Contemporary Club, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., December 21, 1936: 

“However good or bad the American 
press, it is now on the whole the 
freest. in t!le entire world. The only 
other important country that ap- 
prosaches us in this respect is Great 
Britain, and we have just had a pain- 
ful example of self-censorship in the 
British Isles which left public opinion 
to face, unprepared, a sudden cr$s; 
of the greatest importance.” 
means, as Mr. Bliven says, that some- 
thin,g like 250,000,OOO people-a small 
percentage of t,hhe world’s population 
-have “the degree of freedom that 
exists in Great Britain or in the 
United States.“- 

Mr. Bliven’s address contains many 
keen observations on our press prob- 
lems, f,rom which I quote the follow- 
ing valuable semen&s: 

“Even in this countrv. of course. 
there are effective censorships of 
various kinds. Of these, by far 
the most effective cenanrnhip is 
through the audience-people who 
refuse to buy any paper that does 
not print the kind of thing they 
want to hear. This censorship is 
implicit, not explicit: the editors 
know what sort of readers they 
have, and select what will please 
them, by a process so automatic 
that it is usually unconscious. The 
theory that advertisers dictate the 
contents of newspapers is naive. 
Ninety-nine tinma nut of a hundred, 
there isn’t any dictation, because 
publishers and advertisers are the 
same sort of people, and want the 
same kind of paper. 

“Except in case of war, there is less 
government censorship in this coun- 
try than anywhere in the world. I 
wish Am~rirnn publishers who oom- 
plain about pressure from Washing- 
ton would go and take a look at 
conditions in Germany and Italy. 

“lhmnn of schemes have been ad- 
vanced for improving the American 
press, through papers owned by the 
government, or by private non- 
profit corporations, etc. For a long 
time to come, such plans must re- 
main academic. The task of improv- 
ing our newspapers is not one prob- 
lam, but at leaet 10. WC need, imd 
are rapidly getting, higher quality 
among the men who make the press. 
We need less financial dependence 
on advertising, and more on the 
subscriber. We need a public train- 
ed to demand better papers, and to 
complain loudly and repeatedly at 
derelictions on the part of the 
press. 

“Meanwhile, we must recognize 
that at almost any moment, techno- 
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logical advance may come along and 
completely change our journalism 
rind ita problmtw. Day after tomor- 
row, w; may be getting all our 
news flashes by radio printer, in 
the home, with supplementary na- 
tional and international news pre- 
pared at a central place like New 
York and transmitted by radio 
photography to scattered printing 
plants throughout the country for 
simultaneous daily publication, and 
with the local papers publishing 
exclusively local news and adver- 
tising?’ 

Mr. Bliven’n retmark about the in- 
fluence of th< audience on editors is 
worthy of serious thought. As he 
says, they are known to wank a cer- 
tain set-up or viewpoint, and the edi- 
tors see to it that thev ret what they 
a& willha- to buv. I? thev don’t a& 
their opi&ons 0; prejudiies cate&d 
to, they simply let their subscriptions 
l#apse. The busintess is mostly silent, 
and off ective. On the other hand, 
‘subscribers have a moral duty to 
support and enlarge the influence of 
a publication that frees itself of re- 
strictions on expres,sing the truth. 
Here, of cours#e, I refer more to the 
radical and liberal publications, most 
of which h,ave a dimcult time making 
expensles, let alone a profit. Such pe- 
rio,diicalls can’t comznaad mu’ch ad- 

whining. Their printinlg expenses 
are as hilgh as those carried by the 
conservative and reactionary publi . 
cat+ons. Their difficulties are much 
more numerous, because of their de- 
termination to tell the complete truth, 
as far as they can &cover the truth, 
regardless of the oniniona of economic 
tories ‘who would ladlse out only such 
“news” as would assure the& con- 
tinued social conltrol. 

A free paper must always cost the 
public a little more mone7, because 
the editor is forced to expect a de- 
creased volume of advertir3iing. or, 
what is more likely, no adve%sing 
revenue at all. I repeat this point be- 
cause I consider it extremely import- 
a11L. Such extra costs should be borne 
with the full knowledge that it’s a 
real bargain to get the unfettered 
truth, even though one must part with 
a few extra penaies. After many 
years’ experience in the field of out- 
spoken, liberal journalism, I have 
come to the conNclusion that the most 
important element for achieving SUC- 
cess is the morale of a free pa,per’s 

audien’ce, who not only take the pub- 
lication for their own enlightenment 
but strive to- attract f&n& and ac- 
quai&ances to that publication’s sub- 
scri,ntion limst. I don% believe this is 
as!kki;lg too much of the reading pub- 
lic @at wants something besides 
ematv sensationalism or inane Dan. 
That”sounds as though one were ies%- 
ing on ,the public’s mossion’ic impulses, 
and that’s probably the true condl- 
tion, but just what% wrong with the 
messianic uprze when it’s directed to- 
wards better-and freer thingrs in the - -- 
world of thought? If we are to have 
frele thought, we must first have ac- 
cess to f&s, and it costs money to 
get facts. The facts of the case form 
the basis of the prolblem. The editor 
who would get the facts, regardless 
of slellfish opposition, is erecting a 
foundation on whilch both the editor 
and his readers can build freedom of 
thnnght.. G& the infnrmstion stm.ight 
to begin with and editorial comment 
will form itself easily. But that 
mean’s money, and the expense mu& 
be carried by no one but the readers. 
They should take the stand th,at their 
money must always foot the bills, not 
interests outsi,de the family of sub- 
scribers. We have the makin.gs of a 
really free press9 in this coutiry, for, 
as Mr. Bliven says, we already have 
the freest press in the world. But 
thus far we have made only a small 
beginning. 

Many people are so unaccust.omed 
to reading a truly free publication 
thmat when they go through their first 
few copies they gasp. The experience 
is almost shocking. They haven’t 
conditioned themselves to reading 
siacere, honest, frank, outspoken 
opinions and facLs dealing wiLh relig- 
ion, polit.ics, government, sex, mar- 
riage, and the like. Some of them 
even rebel, for they prefer the old 
inhibitions, so they shout anathema 
on the edlitor and order the subs’crip- 
tion stopped. Some are so certain 
that Belling the trut,h about religion, 
sex and-government is illegal %hat 
they yeljl for the cops and demand 
that “something be done” to break 
up the rascal’s ,presses or throw him 
out of the mails. I’ve had many 
such experiences and am sure other 
unshackled editors have gone through 
the same amusing-and saddeninlg- 
trials. People get accustomed to their 
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chains and grow to like them. U 
someone tries to-break the chains or 
their thinking, they protest violently 
and insist that the editor with libep 
tarian notions belongs inI the hoosegow 
along with labor leaders, pickpockets 
Atheists, Socialists, gangsters and 
other criminals. But many other pe@ 
ple don’t reaot in that infantile way 
They recognize quickly what a fret 
press is a’iming at. They like t,hc 
meaty, vigorous mental diet. And 
they give their support anld good-will 
to the project. They are the life- 
guards without whom the editor will 
sink. May th$r $+be+iincrease. 

I warn the innocent pubKc that 
there is a low, vile, corrupt, imlmoral, 
sinful character loose and to be on 
the watch for him. What makes me 
shout this warning is thle fact that 
on the beautif’ul day this is written, 
Christmas? I find a penny postcard 
In my mall that contains a few lines 
written in pencil. And thmose scrawled 
words undo all the sweet, pious senti- 
ments engraved on dozens of expen 
sive cards. The rascal’s words fol- 
low: 

SEASON’S GREETINGS 
Ring out wild bells in joyful tones: 
Let every one be gay. 
If God had practiced birth control 
There would b; no+Chri$mas Day. 

Writing from London, Joseph McCabe 
sends Fpeeman readers the following 
impressions: “The outlook here, in mid- 
December, is a little better, though 
worse on the surface. Our Tory rulers 
are shivering between fear for the Em- 
nire from Mussolini and hypocritical 
‘non-intervention’ to let him and Hit- 
ler smash Communism. If Italy does. not 
give more open and larger help, Spain 
may win, but I fear he will take it UP. 
Otherwise a healthy dread of Russia, 
and especially of Russia and France 
combined, is scaring Germany, and the 
‘next war’ is less certain. Our govern- 
ment is, of course, pro-Fascist, and our 
Labor ‘leaders’ are the most incompe- 
tent lot Labor ypd f* this country.” 

A CRITICISM OF THE BRITANNICA 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

I want a good encyclopedia, up-to-date, 
and not a reprint with supplement Or 
some addenda. I know of none except 
the Britannica, and have just received 
a set. Hurried examination shows much 
of what I feared-sins of omission in 
treating controversial subjects. The 
articles on Witchcraft and Inquisition 

are, I suppose, true so far as they go, 
but the knowledge that would impress 
a laymnn most vitally is omitted. The 
legal aspect, the doctrinal variations, 
and the legal history are given in al- 
most ponderous King James style, but, 
for example, the millions of victims of 
persecution and incineration for witch- 
craft are not even hinted at. The old 
Chambers said there were 9,000,OOO 
victims in Europe alone, while there 
were more in North Africa put to death 
by Mohammedans. The new Britannica 
makes no mention of the Mohammedan 
poraerntion and the 9,000,OOO EXIlTl- 
peans are dismissed with the five-letter- 
ed word “force.” Where is the ordinary 
citizen going to look for a fair illumi- 
nation on the barbarity and the enor- 
mity of the persecutions that spelled 
the absolute blanketing of civilization 
and progress,,except in &is encyclopedia? 
Vnlome. of Leckv and Lea are 80 rzire 
that none but s:holarly recluses know 
of them. 

In the Inquisition we are learnedly 
informed that lhere was cunleuliun Ire- 
tween state and Church as to the 
revenue derived, and that torture was 
resorted to. The dry and tedious sub- 
limity, the atmosphere of mathematics 
without figures, very adroitly avoids 
any stimulation of horror in the reader 
by failure to include any data as to 
zmvunl UC revenue or the numbers tar- 
tured and put to death, or the nature 
of the torture and its instruments. It 
speaks of posthumous punishment but 
omits the purpose UT the procedure. In 
the article on Inquisition in Spain, if 
the reader is already familiar, he could 
get the suspicion that the nation was 
stifled in some way not clear. It all 
reminds one of the Saturday Evening 
Post in dealing with economic questions. 
4ny word that tends to alarm or incite 
ia alrictly taboo. Even statlstlcs. 

There is the biography of Thomas 
Paine, the man but for whom there 
would have been no American Revolo- 
liun, who stepped into the breaches of 
lefense time after time, even to mak- 
ng. it possible to capture Cornwallis. 
He is given a meager little column and 
111 the better for its brevity. It is 
mpregnated with sneers, with truths so 
.old as to leave nasty impressions, and 
n the case of his imprisonment and 
‘The Age of Reason,” actual untruths 
Ipaear. 

Most encyclopedic articles are so 
tarefully written as to be able to re- 
urt that they are confined to the truth, 
half-truths but still truth. There is 
:he case of the Alexandrian Library 
vherein it is told that Mohammedans 
lestroyed it, but doubt is cast on the 
rccuracy of this by virtue of the calam- 
ties previously snEered. There isn’t a 
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word of the burning by Christian monkl 
at an earlier date. Former encyclopedia! 
gave OR a sqmrate nrtirle nn the Li 
brary, but not so this new one. 

And we have been propagandized or 
the idea that this really new encyclo 
pedia is Americanized, has been for 3( 
years, sold now by Sears. But, we hava 
page after page of biographies of minol 
Britons. Everything is treated fron 
the British point of view. Even thr 
Court of Common Pleas does not exis 
in the U.S. so far as this work is con, 
cerned. When money values are giver 
it is in pounds and shillings. This tc 
sn American is abominable. 

Dress, customs, practices, sommor 
law, all British. True perhaps, bul 
some of us would, as well as being in 
formed of manners of the tight little 
isle, like to have a slant on “Americr 
First.” There is so much Americar 
that we are anxious to learn about 
but must content ourselves with whai 
we can glean from Britlsh sonrces 
We are given an endless array of smalls 
caliber British biographies and amone 
them not one word of Joseph McCabe 
even in the bibliographies to which ht 
has contributed worth-while volumes. 

We are told that theological essen, 
tials, dogmas and doctrines are fallins 
into the discard to such an extent tha’ 
there is no life nor enthusiasm to bt 
injcetcd into any anti-clerical or free 
thought organizations, no more thar 
would be nossible in the case of anti 
slavery sentiment. But when we see the 
1atcst arcat rcfcrcnec work camuclle4 
to sofcpedal, omit, and even distor 
vital facts upon which the liberal worb 
attaches so much vital importance, the] 
it comes home to some of us there i! 
vigor and might in the dead hands tha 
stretch forth from the graves of dogma 
We can all remember how the Churcl 
warned Ridpath that his works woulc 
lie unsold if he shed too much light 01 
its part in history. The barrenness 01 
his pages reveals his fear. An,d now 
nearly a half century lotcr that fen] 
still functions. 
ALBANY, GA. F. P. WORTMAlr 

4 4 4 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

Recently I heard over the radio an 
address by Rabbi Lazaron (is that spell- 
ed right?). I have to quote from mem- 
ory, but toward the end of his talk he 
said something to the effect that if any- 
one told him the Catholics were plan- 
ning to gain control of the government 
of this country, he would reply: “What 
is your racket, brother, and who is 
paying you?” Now wouldn’t you say, 
in view of the maneuvers of Pacelli, 
Coughlin, et al., that one could believe 
such a thing, without being in any 
racket, or in anyone’s pay? Haven’t they 

tried to gain control of certain Euro- 
pean governments--and succeeded in 
most instances? Are not those the coun- 
tries where Jews are cruelly persecuted? 

In my opinion, this is one of the 
weaknesses of Jews and lazy-minded 
liberals-they pride themselves on be- 
ing “broad-minded” when in fact they 
are gullible and stupid. Instead of 
being on the alert against foes of free- 
dom, they jnin those foes in scoffine 
at us who still believe that eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty. Don’t 
they realize that if it were not for those 
;;vdefenn tn he gulled hy hypocritical 

who refuse to call a fanatm 
anything but a fanatic, these Jews and 
pseudo-liberals might quite conceivably 
be in the same fix as their comrades 
in Germany and Poland? 

This is no doubt due to the propa- 
ganda of the Catholic hierarchy, who 
have anrceeded pretty w=ll in making 
Americans think that criticism of the 
Church’s obviously anti-humanitarian 
Fascist policies is narrow-minded, big- 
oted, intolerant. It is amazing that RO 
many Americans, with the atrocious 
deeds of the Roman Catholic Church 
right before their eyes, particularly in 
Spain, can be convinced that to de- 
nounce those deeds is to be bigoted. 
The Church is delighted with these 
wishy-washy folk who, it knows, will 
never have the sense ov the courage to 
frustrate its activities. 
Wilmington, Del. J. MATTHEWS 

4 4 4 
“I like the humorous slant to some 

of your answers. I generally send my 
copies of The Freeman to persons who 
write letters to the daily papers.“? 
Charles Phillips, Conn. 

4 4 4 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

May I suggest that you change the 
present form of your Frecmon to a 
magazine with large print, even if you 
would have to increase the price, as 
I am sure your subscribers would glad- 
ly pay the diffcrcncc. As it is, the print 
is small, making it hard to read, anmd 
the paper, being folded, becomes soiled 
and marred. 
Philadelphia, Pa. EMIL D. GILBERT 

4 4 4 
“I don’t think Hitler’s prospective over- 

running of Czechoslovakia is going to be 
Such a howling success. It’s over 500 
niles long, has no through east and west 
railway and the country is mountain- 
ms, especiany at its eastern end, thus 
offering natural obstacles to the rapid 
rdvance which would be necessary for 
mch an approach on Russia.“-A Mis- 
souri Reader. 

4 4 4 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

In Rex Eastman’s book, “How to Im- 
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prove Your English in Speech and Writ- 
ing,” I was again amused when I en- 
countered a quotation from Mnrcet’s 
“Jane Addams As I Knew Her,” words at 
which I had smiled earlier when I read 
them in the original. I refer to Marcet’s 
description of Miss Addams’ scissors-and- 
pins method of composition. My amuse- 
ment arose from the fact that I had my- 
self, in my amateur literary endeavors, 
indcoerulcntlv blumbled un that VCXY 
selfiame expedient. Apropos Mr. East- 
man’s book, I want to add that it is a 
fine and very helpful piece of work. I 
hsve studied It rather carefully lrnd 
learned a lot from it, and I am sure 
the more careful application to it which 
I hope to make, will be productive of 
even greater benefit. 
Maplewood, MO. C. A. LANG 

a+ * +s 
“In your February, j937, issue you 

seem to be all ‘het up’ concerning a 
certain Rev. Gerald Winrod. You seem 
to hold him in extreme contempt. That 
is your privilege, and I do not object. 
But I do object when you express that 
contempt in terms of lower animals. 
That shows injustice to the lower ani- 
mals and a pitiful lack of imagination. 
I see nothing contemptible in a sewer- 
rat. I have more respect for a pig than 
I have for a whole lot of people. I 
would also have you understand that 
swine, properly taken care of, do not 
stink.” -J. A. Am, H$rskoro, N. Dak. 

Is there any way of gettin a copy of 
the New York City Secret Ifi ack List of 
dangerous drugs and cosmetics? 

New York City’s Health Depart- 
ment has prepared a list of drugs and 
cosmetics known to be dangerous. 
Th’is list is kept secret, access to it 
being given only to staff members. 
By having this Secrek Black List han- 
dy, doctors connected with the de- 
partment are able to understand cer- 
tain illnles8ses and deaths. Some of- 
ficials in the d’epartment believe it 
would be a publisc servi’ce if this 
Secret Black List were mad’e public, 
but the higher-ups are afraid of the 
political in’fluence of the interests 
that reap millions of dollars from 
their patent medicine and cosmetic 
rackets. However, I have a copy of 
this Secret Black List, which gives 
the names of the dangerous drugs, 
etc., and follows the trade namC with 
their injurious ingredients. I’m glad 
to be able to pass on this Secret 
Black List to my readers, and hope 
oth,er publications will pick up the 
list and give it wider publicity. Such 
concerted a&ion by pubhshers who 

aren’t answerable to big advertisers 
will res#ult in saving thousands of 
people from serious ailments, and 
even death. 

The records of the New York 
health aut.horities show that these 
preparations are dangerous, but it’s 
neces’sary to adtd that each drug 
f;;g’t “do its wors!t” every time it’s 

. There are many people who 
aren’t sensitive to certain dangerous 
drugs, but there are many who react 
unfavorably, and ik’s to save such 
peopl’e fr’om needless sufferinlg that 
the public is warned. You may be 
able to take every medicine or use 
every cosmeti’c listed b’elow and sur- 
vive, but then again you may not. 
You may be rubbed out in a few 
hours because you happen to be sen- 
sitive to these particular poisons. AS 
it’s impossilble to tell in advance 
whether or not you are sensitive to 
these ari&les, you can only find out by 
actually testing the nostrums, and 
such a test always includes the dan- 
ger of illness or death. 

Some of the articles listed b’elow 
are advertised everywhere-in news- 
p#apers, magazines, billboards, radio, 
etc.-and yet they are on tie Secret 
Black List. When one sees, in the 
list below, such well-known medicines 
as Ex-Lax. Grove’s Laxative Bromo 
Quinine, Marmola, etc., one begins to 
und’erstand what tremend’ous ,influence 
these patent medlicine intere,sts have 
and how disgraceful it is that our 
officials who are paid and who have 
taken an oath to protect the people’s 
health are compelled to kee 
a Black List that should be ii 

secret 
lazoned 

to the entire world. 
However, this editor re&mes to join 

the conspiracy of silence, so here’s 
The New York City Secret Black 
List: 
DRUGS 
Ammonol Tablets-acetanilid, acet- 

phenetidin. 
Anacin Tablets-acetphenetidin, aspir- 

in, raffc+w. 
Arium--radium, strychnine. 
Asper-Lax-phenolphthalein, aspirin. 
Atophan Tablets-cinchophen. 
R. C. fnr Wendache % Nswralgia--as- 

pirin, acetanilid. * 
Beecham’s Pills-aloes. 
Boals Rolls-phenolphthalein. 
Bromo Seltzer-acetanilid, bromide. 
Capudine-antipyrin, salicylic acid. 
Carter’s Little Liver Pills-aloes. 
Curriers Tablets-bismuth subnitrate. 
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Cuticurs Pills-nux vomits. methyl salicylate. 
Cystex-nux vomica. Damchinsky’s Hair Dye-copper chlo- 
Doan’s Kidney Pills-potassium nitrate. rides. pyrbgallir arid. 
En-Ar-Co-Oil-amyl alcohol. Dander-Off-arsenic trioxide. 
Eopa Phytolberry Tablets (ingredients Delatone-barium sulphide, barium sul- 

not named in Black List). phate. 
Epsotabs (Espotabs)-phenolphthalein. D;yiyecle (depilatory)-sodium sul- 
Ex-Lax-phenolphthalein. 
Fald-thyroid. Derwillb-salicylic acid. 
Felsol-antipyrin, acetanilid, caffeine. DeWans--strontium sulphide. 
Formamint-formaldehyde. nnw.n~odornnt-aluminum chloride. 
Formula 281-dinitrophenol. Rau Sublime-paraphenylene diamine. 
Gray’s Ointment-lead compound. Empress Instantaneous Hair Color Re- 
Groves Laxative Bromo Quinine-ace- storer-paratoluylene diamine. 

tanilid. Barr’s for Gray Hair-silver nitrate. 
(Dr.) Hand’s Teething Lotion-potas- Glover’s AMange Cure-creosote. 

slum bromide. Mary T. Goldman’s Gray Hair Restorer 
Hill’s Cascara Bromide Quinine-ace- 

tanilid. 
-silver nitrate, pyrogallic acid. 

Gouraud Oriental Cream-mercurous 
Hogan’s Old Reliable Congh Syrup- chloride. 

chloroform. 
Kohler’s Antidote-acetphenetidii. 

Hay’s Hair Health-lead acetate. 
Herpicide (Newbro’s)-salicylic acid, 

Knrein-iodine- carbolic acid. 
LOW’s Worm Syrup-santonin. Hess Hair Milk-le8d acetate. 
Marmols Tablets-thyroid. Hill’s Hair & Whisker ‘Dye-pyrogallic 
Miles Restorative Nervine-bromide acid, silver nitrate. 

mixture, Fowler solution. Hubert’s Malvina-ammoniatcd mcr- 

l”yE~; 
Grippe Remedy-arsenic cury. 

Neutroids-iodol. 
Inecto-paratoluylene diamine, nitroben- 

zene. 
Nurito-colchicine salicylate, aspirin, Kingsbery’s Freckle Lotion-bichloride 

phenolphthalein. of mercury. 
0. B. C. T.-thyroid. Kintho Beauty Cream-ammoniated 
Phenolax-phenolphthalein. mercury. 
Phenol Sodique-carbolic acid. Kolor-Bok-lead acetate. 
Pinex-chloroform. 
Raz-Mah-aspirin, caffeine. 

Knrlene-mercury. 
La Creole-lead acetate. 

Re;y;ce-Oids-thyroid, phenolphtha- Lea’s Hair Tonic-lead and suiphur 
dye. 

Rei%oh’s Hydrocin Tablets-cinchophen. Liquid Arvon-arsenous oxide. 
Rinex (Dr. Platt’s)-aspirin, acetphe- Mahdeen-arsenic trioxide. 

netidin. Marvo Skin Peel-resorcin. 
R.X. 157-(ingredients not named in Mr. McCorrison’s Famous Di8mon.d Lo- 

Black List). tion-bichloride of mercury. 
Salicon-aspirin, phenolphthalein. Mercolized Wax-amnioniated mercury. 
Shac-acetanilid, caffeine. Nadinola Skin Purifier-mercury. 
Slim-dinitrophenol. Neet-calcium aulpbide. 
COSMETICS Neos Henna-copper salt. 
Mrs. S. A. Allen’s Hair Color Restorer Nu-Hair-lead. 

-lead acetate. O’Dell’s Hair Color Restorer-lead 
Ambrosia-carbolic acid. acetate. 
Anti-Mole-nitric acid, glacial acetic Othine Freckle Cream-ammoniated 

acid. mercury. 
Barbo Compound-lead acetate. Palmer’s Skin Whitener-ammoniated 
Barry’s Tricopherous-cantharides, mercury. 

crpsicum. Parker’s Hair Balsam-lead acetate. 
Bay Roma-lead acetate. B. Paul’s Hair Coloring-pyrogallol. 
Berry’s Freckle Ointment-ammoniated Pebeco Toothpaste-potassium chlorate. 

mercury. Mrs. Potter’s Walnut Tint Hair Stain- 
Black & White Ointment-mercury. paraphenylene diamine. 
Buckingham’s Dye for Whiskers-am- Q-Ban Hair Color Restorer-lead ace- 

maniacal silver nitrate, copper sul- 
I 

tate. 
uhak. Roval Hair Restorer-silver salt. 

Bicachodent-hydrochloric or sulphnric Ruppert’s Face Bleach-bichloride of 
acid. mercury. 

Campana’s Italian Balm-carbolic acid. Shavix-strontium sulphide. 
Canute Water-silver salt. 
Clear-Tone-mercurous chloride. 

Si;;l;neH8ir Coloring-paraphenylene 

D. D. D.-chloral hydrate, carbolic acid, Snow-calcium sulphide. 
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S. T. 37 Toothpaste-hexylresorcinol. 
Stillman’s Freckle Cream-ammoniated 

mercury. 
Walnutta Hair Stain-pyrogallol. 
Well’s Hair Balsam-lead acetate. 
Wildroot Dandruff Remedy-arsenic, re- 

sorcin. 
Winx-iron oxide in shellac or similar 

resin. 
Woodbury’s Hair Tonic-resorcin. 
Wyeth’s Saga .!& 8slDhnr Com~nonrl- 

lead acetate. 
X-Bazin-calcium sulphide, barium aul- 

phide. 
Zip Depilatnry Cream-barium sulphate 

and calcium hydrosulphide. 
* * * 

What is your opinion of the late Elbert 
Hubbard? Do you consider he was a 
great genius and able man? 

Elbert Hubbard always impressed 
me as a clever, shrewd writer, but 
never as anything even remotely like 
a genius. He was able, in his smart, 
commercial way, hut never a great 
man. As a writer, he cultivated a 
facile, snappy style, but the stuff it- 
self was superficial and insincere. 
He started out as something of a lib- 
era’1 and Freethinker, but when he 
found that the great corporations had 
money that he could connect up with, 
he switched his literary efforts to 
glorifications of business, advertising 
executives, and captains of industry. 
His ideas that suggested some small 
tlegree of philosophical t,himking were 
swi’pemd from better m’en. He never 
made an original contribution to 
sound thinking in all his long and 
active career. The man went through 
all the motions of being something 
of a romantic esthete-he liked to 
dress and fix his hair to make hinl 
look like a literary genius, whatever 
that suggestsebut down underneath 
it all the man was just a small-time 
literary whore ready to sell his pen 
to the highest bidder. Elbert Hub- 
bard was one of America’s greatest 
frauds. His influence today is prac 
tically at zero. He shocked some of 
the sichoolmarms of 30 years ago, 
but the world has had enough time 
to catch up with him, look over his 
stuff and decide he was just one more 
phoney. 

How many warships are the various 
powers building? 

Jane’s Fighting Ships, published 
in London, is considered authorita- 
tive in naval matters. Its latest edi- 
tion, released December, 1936, repotis 

that during 1937 the nations will be 
at work building war vessels as fol- 
lows: 

Great Britain, 99; U.S.A., 83; 
Italy, 66; France, 43: Germany, 39; 
Japan, 38. 

_ 

The report omitted Russia becanse 
of the lack elf verifiable data. Soviet 
authorities are careful to hold back 
information reaardin’g naval plans. 
In fact, it is difficult to learn what 
Russia’s present fleet include,s, let 
alone tryin’g to figure out what that 
government intends ~JI build. While 
Moscow wants the protection of a 
strong n’avy, it prefers to rely on a 
large fleet of submarines rather than 
entering on a program of battleship 
consltruction. Russia cl:aimed! a few 
months ago, tha’t its submarme fleet 
wag 715 pcmcnt larger than it was 
in 1933, but. as the report failed to 
state what the 1933 number of sub- 
marines was, the statement d80esn’t 
really reveal very much, except that 
the Russians have settled on the pol- 
icy of a heavily augmented submarine 
fleet and coast deferme vessels. 

+ * +P 
Please comment on Mary Pickford’s 
book, “Why Not Try God?” 

I wrote a column review of her 
book shortly after it appeared. All 
I care to say now is that it was 
pretty awful, but not quite as bad as 
Upton Sinclair’s What God Means to 
Me. Mary Pickford turned to God af- 
ter America decided its national sweet- 
heart was getting to be a littde too 
matronly, but it now looks as though 
God didn’t have exactly what she 
wanted, so she turned to handsome 
Buddy Rogers, who looks more cap- 
able of filling her needs. 

Tn which rnnntriew ia it forhirkbn to 
speak or print Freethought? 

Literature, lectures 
and other activities in 

discussions 
support of 

Freethought are outlawed in It,aly, 
Germany, Austria, Poland, Rumania, 
Lithuania, Latvia, Esthonia, and Bul- 
garia. Pensecutian of critics of m- 
Bgion is accepted as a natural thing 
-mainly in Catholic countries-but 
these same theological fanatics are 
quick to prot.est when an enlightened 
country like Russia decides to follow 
the U.S. and separate Chu,rch from 
state and Church from scho’ols. 

Freethinkers never persecut+ or 
even suggest restrictions on, them re- 
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ligious opponents, preferring to resr 
their case on appeals to reason am 
logic. Hut t,he Church can’t toleratl 
the free play of thought, for tha 
means, in the end, the collapse of re 
ligious notions. Basi’caUy, religior 
must rest its structure on force. 

The theocrats who live by religiom 
propaganda never miss a chance tc 
use the vast powers of t,he state tc 
crush all forms of liberalism in ec0 
nomics or systems of thought. Ir 
Spain, for example, the priests join 
ed with thle Fascist massmurderer: 
in an attiem’pt to d’esltroy the sect 
lar-minded Republic because the peo 
pie, through their law-making bodies 
decldted to separate the Catholic 
Church from the state, took awa3 
its immense subsidies, and in otlw 
ways showed their determination tc 
establish a government free of church 
ties. 

The rationalistic Spaniards didn’i 
move a finger to deprive the devoui 
of their right to worship as the5 
pleased, but they did insist tha,t the3 
limit their political and social act+ 
ities to their own institutions. Thir 
rankled,, ansd when opportunity pre 
sented itself the priests even went 8~ 
f,ar as to bear arms against the Rs 
publicans and open their church build. 
ings to the Fascists, t,o be used ac 
forts, military observation points, or 
storehouses fo’r arms and ammuni. 
tion. When the people burned down 
a number of such misused establish- 
ments, the cry of persecution was 
raised, as it was when some armed 
Fascist-minded pries& were legally 
executed. 

In Russia, where t,he Church was a 
part of the bloodv regime of the 
Czar, the government cut all official 
ties with the Church and passed 
strict laws compelling priests to keep 
out of slecular matiers. Also, the 
priests were told they could expect 
no money from the people’s treasury 
but would have to look to their fol- 
lowers for the funds to carrv on their 
work of indoctrinatin’g thle masses. 
The howl that went un shook the 
world, but the Ru~rrsianc dood firm, 

1 ansd today the people in Russia who 
want to go to any church have a le- 
nal right to do so and are given the 
full proteldion of the government. 

The atheistic Russian government 
is oppos,ed to religious ideology, of 

course, and it uses every legitimate 
method to rid the neonle of old. 
min&stultifying supe&titions, but it 
makes it8 appeal on the score of rea- 
son and persuasion, not force. Today, 
in rationalistic Russia, we read of 
thousands of church buildings being 
open for services, and those of us 
who are anti-clerlcal will be pleased 
to learn that most, of these plants are 
empty most of the time. When there 
are a few w.orshipers, it is found 
they r.omi& mainly of the old pnnple 
who never received the benefits of a 
scientific education. 

Everywhere else the Freethinkers 
fight a fair, clean battle, but they 
have learned not to even expect the 
same treatment in return. The re- 
ligious bigots fight back with ev~rg 
conceivable lie and misrepresentation, 
and when they have the power they 
compel the secular arm to crush Free- 
thought ;Movements and make Free- 
thounht educational work a neniten- 
tiary offense. When HitI& was 
throwing his hundreds of thousands 
of anti-Faslcists in conaentration 
camps, a great deaI was heard about 
thle wav the Communi~sts. Social 
Democr&s, Liberals, Paci&ts, Re- 
publicans, Jews and others were mis- 
treated, but hardly a word was s’aid 
about the additional fact that the 
same treatment was accorded tens of 
thousands of Freethinkers. But. de- 
spite all persecution, Freethought 
grows at a steady nace. The world 
is gradually throwing off its religious 
shackles. The people are growing 
Less religiousminded. The future is 
bright for Freethought. Everywhere, 
Freethinkers slee the day c.oming when 
man will live without having to carry 
the burdens of church parasitism, TC 
actionary priesthoods and mind-pois- 
oning pries&rafts. 

* l $ * 
Please comment on thzarticle attack- 
ing anti-Semitism in the December 14, 
1936, issue of Father CoughIin’s paper, 
“Social Justice ” 

The Counhl’in article. which noses 
as being gpposed to anti-Sem&,ism, 
contains evidence that Father Coughzh- 
En’s old ant.i-.Semitism is still n&h 
him. I have, during the past three 
vears. written dozens of columns 
dealing with Coughlin’s aim to bring 
Hitleristic racial antagonism into 
American life, and have fo’und, in 
looking over his record, that every 
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time he dislowns anti-Semitism he seeI 
to it t,hat his words show malice to 
wsrdn a persecuted minority. TL 
present instance is. in line with thl 
others. 

For example, Coughlin’s paper sayI 
“antiSemitism is a plague of Our 
so-called civilization,” which sound’: 
good, but read on a few sentencer 
and you fin,d that while there arc 
good Jews (“some of my besit friend’! 
are* Jews”) t-he real enemies of hu 
manity are the “Je’wish bankers.’ 
Tlrue you have the s#ubtle Co’ughlir 
touch. Why does, he pick on a fev 
Jewi,sh bankers, wh,en the work 
knows that the bu,lk of our banking 
institutions are in non-Jewish hands: 
The record shows that we have non 
Jewish bankers who outnumber tlu 
Jewa a hundred to one. DoberLy 
Mellon, Morgan, Ro~ckefeller, Jr., tht 
Drenels, Aldrilch, and scores of other 
great financiers, are non-dews. Aa 
for the smaller run of bankers, a 
mere glance at the bank directorI 
will show that Jews are hardly rep 
resented. 

And yet, Father Coughlin, while 
denying racial prejudice, would have 
the average uninformed person ac- 
cept the inference that we ‘are in 
trouble becausie of the conslpinacies of 
“Jewish bankers.” I have writtRn 
nnrnerous articles. attacking the in- 
stitution of banking, so it can’t be 
said I am pleading their case, but 
I insist that we must deal with plain 
bsankers. and not. “Jewish bankers.” 
The dif%rence is vital. A person 
who would approach our financial 
prnhlorns in the spirit of honesty will 
distcu8ss the institution without ma 
ligning a raee, especial,ly when that 
race is not a dominating influence in 
the svstem. 

Josleph McCabe, from his ivory 
tower in London, looks over the 
Simason-Edward to-do and tells Free- 
nznrt~ readers about it this way: 

“I do not suppose I can tell you 
anytlhg aboul our ‘crisis.’ Edward 
was a poor type, and, though I 
should like to have seen a fight 
for the sake of public education, a 
MAUI can’1 expect to take hls n&tress 
about to night-clubs, etc. (a photo- 
graph of this now published) while 
waiting to be crowned. America 
would hardly stand that in a Presi- 
dent! Even F. D. R. couldn’t get 
away with that. 

‘AS soon as the Bishop of Brad- 
ford. began the publicity with a 
aublic reference, ahnnt three weeks 
ago (this is being written on Decem- 
ber 16, 1936) to Edward’s un-Chris- 
tian conduct and unmuzzled the 
Press, the end was certain. Our 
London public (which for the most 
part does not care a damn how 

.many mistresses Edward had) drank 
the news with joy and hundreds of 
jokes were soon circulating. 

“There was a horrified reaction of 
the virtuous-Labor leaders rushed 
tn show themselves respoctablc- 
Baldwin and the Press generally 
covered the facts with unctuous 
lies. Anyhow, after last week it was 
unthinkable that she could be queen, 
but the change-over is so complete 
that on Sunday the Archbishop di- 
rectly attacked Edward in a broad- 
en& sermon. It is a victory for the 
Church and Toryism and another 
Proof of rotten Labor leadership, 
but Edward, who is a poor fish, 
played into their hands 80 much it 
was easy. The whole thing really 
means nothing except that Edward 
made a fool of himself.” 

* * * 
Do you consider the strategy of the 
gtay-in strike more effective than the 
)Id style strike accompanied by picket- 
ng outside. tho plants? 

The old-fashioned day-out strike 
Nas often a di~sheartening affair, for 
Ta8riaus reasons which 1’11 tomb on 
lriefly before discussing the advan- 
agels of the streamlined day-in dem- 
mstrattions. 

When the employas struck against 
i plant, in the days of conservative 
:raft union&u, the employes deserted 
beir msrhinw and went out into the 
+.reets, where they usually made 
Teebile attempts to dissuad’e others 
Yrolrn taking their jobs. When they 
rurrendared the shop and machines to 
he employers, the strikers literally 
opened the d,oor to strikebreakers- 
i,sually well-organ,ized profe&mials 
vho came bv plan’e or fast trains to 
reep the plant going. 

When the strikers gathered cmtsade 
‘or peaceful picketing, they soon real- 
zed it was, hopeless to try to convert 
mofessiolnal se&s who were being 
laid high rewar,& not. for d#oing t.he 
rctual work of the plant, but for de- 
ltroping the morale of th’e strikers. 
Nhen they pi’cketed, they made pos- 
.iblel another boss strategy-the pro- 
essional promoter of violence? paid 
)y the em:ployers to provoke disturb- 



E. Haldeman-Julius 21 

antes am’ong the strikers, whioh in 
turn served as a pretext for hard- 
LO&Xl acLioh &y Lilt: 
profeaaioti 

company% 
guards, f&s.. and 

others who were hired to break down 
the physi’cal resistance of the strikers 
through generous us8e of tear gas, 
dubs, guns and other weapons. Fre- 
quemtly the police were compelled to 
join the company’s private. army in 
the war on labor. And all this could 
be done under the pretense of pre- 
serving law and o&r. The eom- 
uanv deliberatelv urovoked violence, 
but-the public, through press and rai 
dio, wa,s given the imipsession that it 
was the &rikers who-were the law- 
breaker’s T’his queer twisting of the 
truth was possible because, of the 
strategic dilsadvantage babor found 
itself m-outside the plant that the 
employers wanted to keep run&rig. 
They appeared, to the superficial ob- 
servers, to b,e th’ere to make trouble, 
when, as a matter of fact. they were 
meeting quietly to protect. their jolbs, 
whiioh, of course, were the most im- 
portant things in their lives. 

Such a strike had other serious dis 
advantages. Stools were sent among 
the strikers to sow &se&on and 
susoieion. Such whisuered rumors 
were usually effective1 after the third 
dav of the strike. bv whi#oh time the 
average striker’s enthusiasm began to 
cool wheln he saw that his act of de- 
sertinig the maohine didn’t compel 
the employers to ask him to return. 
W’omen were also hired by the em- 
ployers to visit the wives and families 
of the strikers, whsere it. was ufsu8ally 
a sirrupl~e maLLi& to turn the women 
folks into enemies of the strike. The 
lonIger the strike lasted, th’e worse 
the women at home be’oasne. until the 
naagins broke down t,he- striker’s 
wave&g morale. Th,i,s feature of the 
science of strikebreaking is effective, 
though too freouentlv i&o&l. 

N&w let’s turn to “th< new modse!l- 
stay-in strikes. Here we find an en- 
tirely different procedure, and its in- 
telligent use st.rikes terror into the 
heants of the employers. The basses 
have learned how to break the old- 
style srtrikes, ib’ut khey are frankly 
baffled by these new stay-in affairs. 

Fir& o’f all, the en@oye atrikes on 
the job, instead of against the job. 
By this, I mean he shays in the shop 
to w&h over his machine. This pre- 
vents the company from rushing in 

professional or amateur strikebreak- 
ers. Here, at the very beginn’ing, the 
en~&oyes auccoed in &iveriis it tre- 
mendous blow a6 the morlale of the 
employers. Instead of wandering up 
and domwn the street outside carrying 
banners thart are ignored by profes- 
sional scabs, the stay-in strikers re- 
main wher,e it’s warm, organize sing- 
ing clubs, orchestras, entcrtaimncnta, 
lectures, classes, games-a wholse so- 
cial atmo,s&ere is developed in a few 
h,ours or days. IL has been remarked 
that m’en who have work& in the 
same shop for years without hardly 
knowing one another get to know 
each ather intimately after only a 
day or two of stay-in striking. The 
edfeet is heavi’ly in favor of stronger 
morale, diacipl,ine and solidarity. 

Where, utier trhe old technique, $he 
pickets beca,me potential lawbreakers 
the moment they appeared at the 
gates of the pliant tn nrge profes- 
sional ‘scabs to quit, under the new 
method the nren are at peNace wilth the 
plant and the world, Th’ey are keep- 
ing the shop clean, preserving order 
among the strikers, an(d semeing to it 
that the machines aren’t dlamaged. 
The employers previously saw to it 
that the strikers aplpeared to be on 
the offensive by acting on the picket 
lines, but in the stay-in strike the 
ennpioyers are compelled to assume 
the offensive if they intend to drive 
the men out of the plant and thereby 
make room for the orodelssional strike- 
breakers. 

T’he firlst thought that suggests i!t- 
self is that the strikers are tre.s- 
paaacrs-the pRant is private prop- 
erty and belongs to the ~bos~se~s. True, 
butt that% onlv a technical violation. 
Af& all, the” jobs mean We to the 
wonkers. To the employers, the jobs 
ane merely a means to profits. 
Which is more impontant-human 
life or profits? Tbe men calmly say 
they don?t intend to see their liveli- 
hoods destroyed by a lot of profes- 
sional strikebreakers, so they stay in 
the plant, despite trhe howls of pro- 
test from those who look on these 
questi’on,s in a cold+blooded, legalistic 
way. Rusi~de~s, if th,e emigl’oyers as- 
sume the offenlsive and send their pri- 
vate armies into the place to drive 
olut the s’trikers, they are in danger 
of destroying their own m,achines, 
thus far protected by the strikers. 
Real damage to property could fol- 
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low if attempts were made to oust 
the sltay-ins by physical force. Be- 
sid’es, the pulblia and other workcr~ 
would most likelv be won over more 
completely to the side of the stay-in 
strikers. The situation becomes a 
delicate one, and th’e strikers kn,ow it. 
They even laugh at cow?, injunctions. 
After all, what are they doing? S’tay- 
ing in the shop, protecting the ma- 
chinery and ather equipment until 
they tonne to termis with the em- 
ployers regarding conditions, recog- 
nition of Lhe union, wages, and the 
like. The employer always has it 
within his power to set the machines 
working again, by t&a simple process 
of bargaining with the stay-in etrik- 
ers. That’s what puts the men in a 
strong position, even though they 
arc technical violators of the Isaw. 

All along, the private armies of 
the employers+armed guards, and 
others--have no,thing to d#o? because 
an attack on the stay-ins might da,m- 
age the property of the bosses. So 
the cos~saclos stand aside and wondler 
what this crazy worl,d is coming t,o. 

Now we come to the women. I’ve 
already explain,eNd how the wives, 
sweethearts anal other women folks 
are influenceId by atools. Many, un- 
der the old system, beca,me enemies 
of thse strifke even wh’en thev weren’t 
intluenced by rumor-mongeri;l,g stools. 
Now what do we find? Instead of 
staying at home-individuals without 
co&c% with the otiher women affeet- 
ed by the atrike-we find them ru#sh- 
in’g to the plant to h’elp take care of 
the physical needs of their men. They 
bring blank&s, mail, fresh llaundry. 
The children are held up so their fa- 
thers can get a look at, them. The 
wornlen then organize quickly to see to 
it bhat t.heir men 8re fed. Usually 
they rent a vacant store building 
near the plant, where they install 
cooking equipment. Tlhey get to work 
prtipiaring the meals, while others do 
the buying,. olther,s collect fur&, oth- 
em me to & that the cookeId food is 
delivered. Instead of &aying at home, 
as before, nagging and complaining, 
they are’ a part of the struggle, right 
down on the firing line. They be- 
Borne acquainted with the other wom- 
811 who are mmrned in this labor 
strulggle. They develop a solidarity 
which never existed before. Thus does 
th,e stay-in strike win another line of 
trenches. 

In all, the, &y-in strike is the 
most effective weapon in labor’s con- 
t.nol when conditions on 8be job must 
b’e remedied. Thi#s is imnor,tant. but 
there are oth’er features -which ‘must 
be developed. The men must learn to 
recognize th,a.t the problem i,s social 
as well as indusltr,ial. There is a po- 
libical side that mu& be studied. 
They mu,&, l’aarn to usje Uleir ballu~bs 
intelligently, so that the, government 
wi811 be made to s’erve the ma,sses in- 
stead of being a mere tool1 of the em- 
ployers. By fighting on both fronts 
-as stay-in strikers and a,s political 
citizens-they open the gates to in- 
dustrial, economic and social emanci- 
pation. 

If Germany &talks -Czechoslovakia, 
what will the anti-Fascist countries do? 

It seemis agreed now that Czecho- 
slovakia is slated to be “the next 
Spain.” Germany i,s preparing to 
crush that country’s resistance and 
take it over, thus. br~inzinp Hitler 
nearer the goal of Nazi- dominance 
in Central Eurojpe. German secret 
agents have been at wark through- 
out Czecboslovaki,a during the past 
few years, the coluntry’s Ilange Ger- 
man polmlation! is being organized 
alonlg Fascist lin’es, a#nd Conrad Hen- 
lein seems to be t,he one who is to 
play the part of this P&le Republic’s 
General Frianco. Henlein, of course, 
is to be nothinag m’ore than Hitler’s 
tool, as is Franc0 in Siplain tad’ay. 

The question now arisles,: What will 
Rulssia, Fraace and England do about 
Hitler’s inva,aion, once it becomes a 
reality? Russia, OP course, is deep- 
ly conlcerned and ha,s eolmtmi’tted it- 
aelf to intervention in flavor of the 
Republ~ic oa’ce it is attacked, But 
this support is predicated on s8imul- 
taneous support f  ram Frtanlce. Tlhus, 
Russia will turn immediately to 
France and ask: Wha,t now? France 
will turn to En,glland anld ask: Whtat 
now? England, if we are to judge 
this government by its polijcies during 
the nast few vears. will shrua ilts 
sho&ers and “say ‘nothin,g. When 
England says nothintg, France1 does 
t,he same, ~a Rwsia will we itsdf 
holding the sack. Natura811y, Russia 
will be moslt reluctant about stepping 
in alone. It may, as in Spain, render 
material and financi,al help, but it’s 
decidedly debatable about its actually 
waging war against the Nazi aggres- 
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aors. Thus, Czechoslovakia will be 
exposed to’ the storm-alone. And 
that will mean a sulbst;antia~l victory 
for Hitler. 

This is written on the fourth anni. 
versary of Hitler’s dictatorship. How 
long is this horrible thing to continue2 

Anti-Fascists, throughout the worlld 
have reason,s bn fuel that Hitler% 
regime can’t last indefinit,edy. The 
Nazi:s are always able to put on a 
gigantic spectacle. They are ma&ere 
of the ml of showmanship. Their 
parades and demonstratimons can’t 
even be equaled. But how long can 
an industrial onganizatio’n-and Ger- 
many, fo’r more than a half century, 
was primarily an industrial country 
-live on promisas of war, threats of 
aggrcslsion, &c&age of fur&n ex- 
changel, absence of credit, total dis- 
appearance of gold, unproductive 
public works, ceaselelas expenditures 
for armaments? 

The limit i’s in sight. Just when 
the crisis will come to a head no one 
can say, but o’ne has a riglrt to enr- 
peat collapse before long. Hit&r’s 
policies couljd overlmook every fo,rm of 
oppo’sition, becaus,e they were based 
on 8he malled fist, but tlhere’s one 
obstacle that c’an’t be cl&bed out of 
consGousn8ess-and that’s the economn- 
ic situatinn. 

On this point,, I want to quote a 
few words) from Wilhelm Sollmann, 
who arrived in this country on Jan- 
uary 20, 1937, to report on the activ- 
ities of the German So&al Democrats 
(Sociali&) who htave organized for 
underground. illepal onpo,siition t,o t,he 
Nazi government. Sollm,ann hims’elf, 
before-he became an exile. was Minis- 
ter of the Interior in two’Strestemann ter of the Interior in two’Strestemann 
Cabinets. IIe aaid; Cabinets. IIe aaid; 

“The crisis of the Nazi regime is “The crisis of the Nazi regime is 
rapidly nearing a climax. The be- rapidly nearing a climax. The be- 
lief even in Nazi circles is general lief even in Nazi circles is general 
that the rulers of the Third Reich that the rulers of the Third Reich 
will not be able to master economic will not be able to master economic 
diffl~ulties. The situation is aggra- diffl~ulties. The situation is aggra- 
vated by an increasing war fear.” 

+ +s 43 
Czechoslovakia which has been de- 
scribed as an island of democracy sur- 
rounded by dictatorships, is threatened 
front varhm sources, as yuu say Will 
$ea,sc;untry hold to its democratic 

c 
The’ President ob Czechoslovakia, 

Eduard Benes, made a speech before 
an audionce of Germ#ans in the north- 
ern part of the Repubbc, in the sum- 

mer 09 1936, in which he aaid: 
“Our aolitical philnanphy and 

morality takes the form of democ- 
racy, a democracy which provides 
us with a key to a solution of all 
our problems, since it postulates 
in all practical negotiations a re- 
spect of human personality and com- 
plete civic equality, irrespective of 
diversity of nlaas, nationality 01 
reiligion-the ideas which I have 
expounded are truly human-and 
upon them rests our whole state. 
With them it stands, with them it 
will fall. It cannot therefore aban- 
don them, come what may.” 

President Benes expressed the Bo- 
hemian philosloplhy of governme& in 
that statemeat. The sentences aren’t 
a mere collection of words. They mean 
exactly what t.hey say-they v&e the 
feelinlgs of the nation, Czelchosliovakia 
will stand by democralcy to the very 
find. Shou1.d Hitler decide to crush 
the Republic--and Lbt is likely Lo 
happen in the near. future-he will 
fin’d Czechoslolvakia ready to sacrifice 
everythin,g rather th.an volunt~arily 
accept the rul’e of dictators. Of 
co8urse8, left to its fate by ilts allies, 
the country will be defeated, for itis 
15,000,OOO people aren’t &trong enough 
to crush the Nazi aggreslsors, but 
thesle people will prefer an honorable 
defeat in the name of d’emocracy to 
the political tyranny of the Hitler-i&. 
At least, that’s the way it sleemls to 
stack up before t,he eyes of this corn- 
mentiator. 

* 44 a; 
When you speak of Hitler’s aim to crush 
Czechoslovakia, do you mean he plans 
to march hiB men into that country 
and openly start a war? 

I don’t think it will1 be done that 
crnddy. The new technique deman’dx 
a fair delgree of finessle, though it’s 
obvio8us to anyo’ne whmo ha,s watched 
the cavortings of Fascist, ma,ssmur- 
derers. 

Hitler’s war on Czeolmslovakia is 
raally on as I write this piece. His 
nro!pagandi& are at work wherever 
there are German.s living in Czecho- 
sltovakia, and there are about 3,000,- 
000 s’uch peolnle to wo’rk on. The 
German prea,~ ke~~ps pounding- against 
Czechoslovakia, accusing the Renublic 
of being “an outpost of Bolshov;am,” 
a rallving place for Communism, 
and similar l’ies. The Hitler press 
nrints faked photographIs (as I’ve ex- 
plalined betfore, in det,ail) tlo give the 
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i,mpression that the Soviet Union ils There has been a revaluation of the 
building airporh in Czechoslovakia. principles of democracy, and the re- 

Thcoc moves point to only 011e aliaation ie growing that civil liber- 

thing-Hitler is conducting a sporadic ties and rights of the people are 

war, which, in time, can become the worth retaining at all costs.” 

real, olpen thing. First, of course, he * 9 #3 
Please comment on Father Coughlin’s 

will slee to it that Nazi sympathizers d 
in Cze~oh~o~slovakia stant a revolt, 

ecision to return to the air. 
Father (of what?) C,or@hlin has 

which will be financed and munition- lied 
ad by Hitl’er. When Gze&os’loval& just as ofte,n-that it’s alm,ojst an act 

so often-and (been caught at it 

takes mea’sures to pre’serve its gov- 
ernment, 

of supererogatioa to pile up new in- 

Sipain,, Hiltler wiill tell the world that made his m,,,ch..quate,d stabment 
as the Loyalists did in stances. 1 felt he was lying when he 

Bo~~m~s~m is PerseWing and ex- shortly after Ro,osevelt’s re-e,lwtion to 
terminating the decent. civilized, en- th 
lightened Fascists in Czwhoslovakia. th 

e effeot that his movement was “SO 

This Will swerve as an excuse for a tire from radio broa&asting. 1 was 
,oroughly dlslcredited” he would re- 

holy war on Communism. Circum- careful to write & the time that 
stances will then determine whether Coulghli,n undoubtedly ,vas merely 
or not Hitler will send an army into 
the country under hi’s own bann,ers 1 

crawling into his hole until the CY- 
c ‘one passed over, when he could come 

or go through tihe farce of organiz- forth a,gain as America’s champion 
ing “volunteers.” of Faa&m, anti-Semitislm, and anti- 

Germany could find a prctcxt for labor in gene,ral. In my nine volumes 
war almost anywhere, so long als it of questions and answers one can find 
looks on anything non-Nazi or anti- an hnmense amount of ma;berial ex- 
Nazi as C’ommunism. By this logic, posin,g thi,s blatant mountebank. It 
Hitler could follow np hi.a adventure looks now as though the next 10 vol- 
in Spain with “anti-Co~m8munist” um’es will have to continue giving a 
drives in Frlanee, Switzerland,, Den- great d.eal of space and attention to 
mark, Relginm, Norway, Sweden, and thie would.ibc Hitler. 
solme other countries, even in’cluding * a+ * 
Great Britain. That, in a word, is Please comment on The Daily Worker’s 
the Hitler techniqnec But, informed campaign in behalf of the half dozen or 
poq$e refu,so to 1% thems,elves be more boys under sentence to be elec- 
fo801ed by sulch stupid propaganda. trocnted at Sing Sing. 

As I’ve wri,tten a dozen timels in The Communist nowapaper has giv- 
the past, the Communi8st movement en a great deal of slpace to its news 
is strong in only one coantry-Rus- stories aad editorial’s dealing with 
sia-and never had, or has, any real voung Negroes and whites in tihe 
stren(gth anywhere e&e. But Corn- death cells of Sing Sing. I haven’t 
munia~m serves HiLl’er as a hanvly Lhe &la at hand, bu;t it’s my impres- 
ogre with which to scare the world sion that these prisoners ramge.in age 
and try to make it believe he is lead- from 19 to 31, with mlost of them be- 
ing a war between Fascism and Com- 6ween 19 and 21. It’s a terrible thina, 
munism. As I’ve cl~aimed many times, I grant you, to eond,efmn youths to 
the real issue is Domocralcy versus the chair-and I, as an old opponent 
Fascism-the real goal is to crulsh of capihal punishment, hate to see the 
all democrattic govemnnents and give State join murderers with its OWII 
the wo,rld a bloodbath of dictator- legalized murders4but it’s rather 
ship and Fast&m. On this point, strange for a Communist organ to 
Miss Dor,oNthy Tho;mipson, special permit itself to get excited about ex- 
writer, on Janu’ary 20, 1937, said, in a’cting the extreme penalty from mur.. 
an address before the League for derers. The reason, of coursle, is that 
PolitFcal Education, Town Hall, Now the Soviet Union-which The Daily 
York City: Wovkes gow to great extremes to de- 

“The overwhelming impression I fend-has a cr.iminlal co’de th’at is, in 
got in England and France and some come instan,ces, as inhuman asI thlat 
of the northern countries was that which prevailIs in the most backward 
the issue is no longer a choice be- narts of China. I refer, of coudse, 
tween Communism and Fascism, but to the U.S.S.R.% decree of 1935, in 
between democracy and dictatorship. which the death penalty for theft 
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was m&e legal for children of only 
12 years of age. Zzvestia in it;s issue 
of Aprs?l 8, 1935, printed the text of 
the decree, so our Communist propa- 
gandi,sits can’t meet thils angument 
with the d&al that suclh punitihment 
exists for mere minors who have 
stolen something. On this point, Max 
Eatstman, writing iln Harper’s, for 
February, 1937, calls Nathentlon to the 
words used bv Communis~t aa,ologists 
who had been”compelled to ad&it&at 
the descree of 19% in mt a figment of 
bhe imagination of ami-Comsmuniate. 
The Communislt supporter,s, when 
faced wi’th the, facts, ar,gued this 
way : “Under Socialism children are 
s~o precolcio8us and well edu’cated that 
they are fully responsiblle for their 
alets.” It$ diflicult to believe that 
supposedly intelligent people are cap- 
aible of such obscene depths. The 
exelcution of young men of 19, 20 or 
21 for murder is a crime of capital- 
istic civilization, alccordin,g to The 
Daily Worker, hsut the shooting of 
boys, and girls of 12, 13, or 14 for 
stealing a ba’g of flour off a freight 
car is a glorious measure for the pro- 
tection of proiftarp Filization. 

Without denying or mitigating the fad 
that the Spanish rebels have committed 
numerous atrocities, isn’t it also trnt 
that the Loyalists have rlnqe their shnrc 
of ruthless killing? 

The great atrocity is the Civil War 
itself, and here the blame rests en 
tirely with the rebel military clique, 
the absenttee l~an~dlord~s and the Romar 
Catholic Church. The terrible rebel 
&atrocities committed stinoe July 18, 
1936, are not te be discussed here, as 
my reader grants the fact that they 
book plaice, and are being committed 
today. The question de& with the 
Lovalists. ., ~~---- 

Let’s get one important fact in 
mind-the small1 blmocs of militarists 
and pri&s decl~ared war on the Span- 
ish peopl’e. because the maslses had 
d,ecidsed to denrive the nriests of COII- 

‘cation is a child of Satan, in the view 
of the Calholic Church-hIaNd delcided 
‘to make the anmy a defenfsive arm 
‘of the Republilc, had decided to rest 
their government on democratic, lib 
era1 ideas, and had delcided on cer- 
Zain land reforms in order to bring 
the landless peasants closer to ego. 
nomile indenendence. The Spanish 
peo~pl~e certainly committed no atroci- 

tiimes against themselves-the mil~lions 
of toilers, farmers, intellectuals, and 
the like. Their enemies were a small 
bodv of tightlv organized Fascists, 
an,d” here, my reader says, atrocities 
took pllace. The facts, of clourse. show 
tbab priests who were shot were‘found 
guilty of using thmeir churches as ar- 
senal’s or of bearing arms. Borne of- 
ficers and Fascist svmnathizers were 
executed, after l,elgal trials, beoause 
they were open and danlgerous ene- 
mies of the ReiptibIic. 

John Lanlgdon-Davies, who is weal 
knlolwn in this country as a lecturer 
and writer, who has been a Labor 
member of th’e British House of Com- 
mons. and who knows Spain beoause 
of many years spent in that country, 
hao ju& had a book published in this 
country, entitled Behind the Spanish 
Barricades, in whic,h the charge of 
Loyalisit ‘atro8cities is treat’ed honest- 
Iv and candidlly. It would be well to 
study his words with extreme care, 
for hme goes to the heart of the issue. 
For example, in Rin8011, the members 
of the Committee of Defense, aacord- 
ing t’o ofur author, shot 13 Fas’cist 
sympathizers, several of whom were 
priests Langdon-Davimes discusses the 
subject as follows: 

“Think for a moment of this Com- 
mittce of Dcfenae. They were herra 
of all the hundreds of years of 
black oppression that had made the 
Spanish people the most ruthlessly 
exploited of the sons of men; they 
had seen for the first time a mild, 
liberal, well-intentioned government 
come into being in Spain: . . . they 
had seen this government at once 
attacked by illegal armed rebellion 
relying on foreign hordes of Moors 
and criminals. 

“They knew that, thanks to Italy, 
Germany and Portugal, the Moors 
were well armed, while they them- 
selves had little better than museum 
pieces to protect their barricades: 
they had heard that 13 Fascist sym- 
pathizers, who doubtless spent their 
days praying that the Moors should 
come. had met toaether and were 
planning to escape! they took their 
guns and shot them in cold blood. 

Ugly? Yes, but how natural: 
thanks to those who let loose the 
supreme horror of civil war. Do 
you condemn the harassed workmen 
on the Committee of Defense of 
Ripoll? It was not through them 
that the offense came.” 

* a +s 
One frequently hears the remark: 
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“What else can you expect from a 
weman driver?” The idea seems to pre- 
vail that women are more dangerous 
than men when they get their hands on 
a steering wheel. What are the facts? 

Women drivers are safer than men 
drivers, alecording to available statis- 
tics. T. J. Seburn, Kansas City Traf- 
fic Engineer, re!ports that a study of 
motor car a,ccidcnts in his city dur- 
ing 1936 shows the woman driver is 
better. 

After a care’ful check of the city’s 
traffic, says E’ngineer $eburn, it was 
found that “an average of 11 per- 
cent of the cars on the titreets of 
Kansas City at any given time are 
‘mlanned’ by women.” 

During I”936 there were 76 fatal- 
ities caused by motor oars, in which 
women drivers were involved only t0 
the extent of 6 percent. 

During 1936 there were 1.832 ac- 
ci’dents in which 2,372 persobs w!ere 
iniured. none fatallv. Women drivers 
“part&pa.ted in oklly ‘7 percent of 
these,” slays Engineer &burn. In the 
accidents which involved on~ly prop- 
,erty damage 9 peroent of the per- 
sons who plarticipated were women. 

The facts, H~erelore, t&ablish a 
powerful alibi*for&woy drivers. 

Please compare’food prides in New York 
Cily and Berlln. 

In December, 1936, before th’e peo- 
ple of Germany were compelled to go 
on food cards, with butter and other 
fats rationed to 80 percent of O&o- 
ber, 1936, consumption, prices were 
as follows : 

Berlin N.Y. 
Sirloin steak (lb.) . . . , . 72~ 38C 
Cheap beef cuts (lb.) . 43-54~ 
Pork (lb.) E:: ,.....a..... 43.65~ - 
Veal (lb.) . . . . , . . . . . . . 65-80~ 18-50c 
Poultry (lb.) . . . . . . . . . 32-45~ 26-33~ 
Butter (lb) . . . . . . . . . . . 58~ 39c 
Margarine (lb.) . . . . . . 32-40~ 20-24~ 
Lard (lb.) . . . . . . . . . . . 36-43~ 
Storage eggs (doz.) . . . 48-53~ 

16-24~ 
43-49c 

Potatoes (lb.) . . . , . . . . 1.4~ 3.4c 
Rye bread (lb.) . . . . . . . 5.8~ 5c 

-Since th,e foregoin,g table was PI+ 
pared, conditions have worsened, with 
the average, worker c~onflning bus diet 
to dale bread (adultemted to keep the 
grain shortage from getting more 
s’erious than it is), potatoes, cabbage, 
an’d a buttelr snbsitiCutNe made mainly 
of whale oill. Wages are going down, 
prices are rilsin,g, and suffering is 
growing intense, but Hitler Continues 

without halt his program of prepara- 
tion for war. 

What do you think of Mexico’s proffer 
of asylum to Trotsky? 

President Lazaro Cardenas showed 
himslelf to be a reNaI statesman when 
he offered to take Leon Trostky after 
N,orway had djecided it didn’t. want 
any more of the man. Cardenas cer- 
tainly is no Communist; his adtinis- 
trabio,n Irasn’t: even recognized tihe 
Soviet Union diplomatioally, but the 
man is a real progres(sive who believes 
in lirb,erty o,f eonscience and tihe right 
of asylum. Put to the t.est by Trot- 
sky’s friend, Diego Rivera, Cardenas 
did the simple, and decent, thing, lat- 
er receiving Trotsky’s pledge that he 
w,oulNd refrain from interfering with 
Mexico’s inte.rnal affairs and that he 
wouldn’t me hia new home in Mexico 
as a base for assaults on governments 
wilh which Mexico is on friendly 
terms. There was a time, niot so long 
ago, whlen the U.S. was a haven of 
s,afetv for victims of foreign OP- 
presaion, but reactionary infiuences 
are now able to assert themselves in 
such a way that t,he fine, libertarian 
tmditi,ons of thte cmmtlv are being 
damaged, at lelast with regard to the 
issue of politilcal asylum. When tihe 
German revolutionisbs were compelled 
to kave their country, in 1848, be- 
cause of the absiolutiam of the KOV- 
ernm&ent’s rulers, they oame to -the 
U.S. by the thousandIs, where they 
were welcomed as men and women of 
the finest caliber. Tlhey helped con- 
structively to build up the American 
nation, and when the Civil War came 
they gave Lincoln tnheir full-hean@ 
support, rissking their lives that 
sl~amery m(ight he cmlshehed and bhhe 
Union areserved. Literallv th’ousands 
of these emigres of the i848 revola- 
tinn died on our battlefields. I could 
give proof after proof of America’s 
Ilove for foreign fighters fo’r liberty, 
hut that. would onlv serve to em&a- 
size our present p&cy of remo;ing, 
at lea,& partial~ly, the precious prin- 
ciple of political asylum from our 
n,ational life. 

In Tnotsky’s aase, to deny the man 
asylu~m woald be tamamount to eon- 
demning hi’m to death, for if he were 
returned to Russia Stalin would have 
him condemned t,o death before he 
had been in the country an hour, af- 
ter whidh a trial would be held in 
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which &borate “confiess~ions” would 
be pro,duced, all properly signed by 
TrulLsky. AL le,asL, Lhat’w Liw way 
Rassian trials have been conducted 
thus far, when persons known to be 
opplosed to oertiain Stalin policies 
were called on to pay the peaaky 
for their sucblime immxtinence in 
having ideas disiappproved by the hier- 
archy. In Stalin’s mind it i’s SUW. 
proof of “counter-revo~lution” to 
questxtbon anything that Stalin be- 
l’ieves. Thus, a great Communist 
l’ike Trotslky-long Lenin’s main co- 
worker-is branded as a “Fascisit” 
and “counter-revolutionary” because 
he happen,s to have a tiemendous 
perssonal dislike for Stalin and Stalin’s 
main principles. The situation on 
this. score has beicome so ridioulous 
in Russia tihat it’s impossible to gel 
a decent hils+ory of t/he Russian revo- 
l&ion or a reclord of the early drays 
nf Corntmmo’stt rn10 hplcauw nn able 
writer will venture to do the job, 
for fear he will bri,n&? on his head 
the wrath of Stalin aid his euppoti- 
ers. This) happens to be the case 
beclause it urould be imposs’ible to 
write a true history of tlhe Russian 
revolution without telling about the 
actiivities of Trotsky, and that, of 
oours8e, is heresy. Trotsky’s contri- 
butiions to Russian history must be 
suppressed, or di&wted, SO as things 
stand todav the Russian millions are 
tiill witho& a definitive history of 
one of the greate,st episodes in the 
entire history of mankind. The tit- 
nation hmas become so ludicrous that 
it’s forbidden, for the present, to 
mint all ob Len*in’s thsousands of 
kotes an,d l&ers whileh were written 
while he was lead&z th’e Russian 
mausms to Coxnmuni&,, because so 
m.any of t,hese let&em show wffmt 
Lenin thought. about hi,s mach-trest- 
ed Trotsky and how frequently he 
condemned the tactics of Stalin. Of 
course. when Stialrin and Trotsky are 
boith dead the truth will come dut as 
it’s written in t,bese Len’in documents, 
but fur Ihe present the world must 
be k+t in ignoranlce becauise of the 
po’wer of SDalin. 

‘JJhe situati,on, a~ I gee it, in ~~~ul”e,, 
ly personal. Stalin and Trotsky sim- 
ply don’t like each other. That, of 
course, is putting t.he situation mild- 
ly. They hate, despisie and loathe 
ea’ch othler. mhey’ve always bee,n ene. 
miens, even when Lenin wa,s their, liv 

ing leader. The men simply can’t 
breathe the same air, and when Lenin 
&xl, S~alir~-+Lhe sOiu, clever-, party 
man-slaw to i.t that the political ma- 
chine he had constructed was s’trong 
enough to co:mpel the retirement of 
Trotsky. He would have had Trot- 
sky shot at the time, but that was 
impo8sstible becautse the Ru,ssian people 
still remembered the tihen recent. acm 
tivities of Trotsky in their behlalf 
as the second-greatest leader during 
Russlia’s darkest days. Today,. omf 
coume, enoulgh dirt has been slpllled 
on Trotskv’s name to make ilt uossible 
to have %rn shoit once he g&s int,o 
th,e clut&e8s of Stalin. That shows 
the power of years of propaganda. 
But Stallin’s slay-so d’oesn’t make 
Trottiky a traitor to RuGa. The facks 
merelv in&oate that Txwtskv doesn’t 
like Stalin or Stalinism. 0% course, 
Stialin’s ideas mav be right-I’m not 
nrgning that pni&-and,-hnvine suf- 
ficient po,wer, he is abBe to sulppress 
Trotskyisim every time it shows its 
head, even going s’o flar as to shoot 
old Bobshevihs who fought. alongside 
Lenin when the con~srtcnt risk was 
sadden deatih. 

The Stalin-Trotsky dnama is pmb- 
ably the grematesti personal feud in 
ali1 hi&tory. Stalin-the quiet, momdest, 
burrowing type of party hack-was 
able to crush the brilliant,, intellec- 
tuNaI, spectacular, theatricsal Trotsky. 
Why? Becaus’e brilliance alone isn’t 
enough when it’s compelled tlo meet 
the chlallenge of machine politics. 
The sheer weight of numlbers can 
crush the brightest, s,howiest lelader. 
It% been do~nne ~.ZUW Limes in bureauc- 
racies-and in “democracies, rtO0. 

To,d’av. Trotskv is as loxa, to8 the in- 
ternaXonla1 proletariat & Stalin ever 
was or is, perhlaps more. Trotsky is 
not a Fascist or an anti-Clommunisst. 
He always was for the Russian rev- 
olutison, and today he is as mulch for 
the rule of the workers as ever before. 
Buti StaKn is his persNonNal enemy, and 
Stalin has the power to kee’p Trot- 
sky from reaching the Russian peo- 
ple with his mess~a,ge. There yau have 
the situation in a nutshell. The o,ut- 
clome? Thtat 7 rnn’t even atJtemgt, to 
forecast. But this much I can say: The 
ti,me will come when the world-and 
this indludes the Russian people- 
ti;lU know thlat Trotskyism doelsn’t 
mean opposition to the Soviet Union 
-it means merely oppositiion to 



28 Questions and Answers 
-- 

Stalinism. If some great crisis were 
to arise again in Russia, it’s quite 
coaceivalble that the Russian masses. 
remembering ho,w Trotsky served 
them when the Revolultison was de- 
fendin,g itself on 13 fronts, will call 
for his return Co leadership. I’m not 
saying that will mean a greater eco- 
nomi’c fu,ture for the Soviet Union. 
That, I grant, is debatable, but it 
doesn’t alter the fa’ct that Trotsky 
ial hated in MOSICOIW not because he is 
a tnnl cd intern~ational Capitalism7 
but becaus’e he asserted his right to 
disagree with Stalin. So long a.s 
Trotsky lives, Stalin will feel uneasy. 
Even if Trotsky were to be coo’ped up 
at the North Pole, Sstalin would still 
shiver in hi,s bed whenever the 
thoulght of Trotsky flashed into his 
mind for Trotsky is the one man 
Stalin fears, the onle man whose voice 
makes St’alin turn pale and froth at 
the mout,h. 

The Stalin-Trotsky feud is one of 
the most dramath ‘inecidents in his 
tory. Before long there will be 
shelves, in our l,ll%arie;s8 demoted to 
books de’alina wit.h this gigantic 
schism. 

e+ 4 4 
Can you explain why waiters and wait- 
resses invariably grab the menu card 
after getting the customer’s order? 

I’ve uflten womlsred at that my- 
s’elf. The answer is given by Presi- 
dena R. D. Clarke, of the National 
Restaurant Association, who says 
“it’s, belclauee the diner too often 
changes hsis mind if the menu is not 
removed.” 

4 4 4 
Wouldn’t it be a good thing if Mrs. 
Simpson hunted up a girl friend in 
Baltimore who could make Hitler abdi- 
cate? 

There would be a better chlance if 
Mrs. Sim’paon were to hunt up a boy 
friend. 

4 4 4 
What is your opinion of The Good 
Housekeeping Institute? 

William Randolah Hearst’s Good 
Housekeeping m#agazine (one of 
Hsearst’s most profitable publishing 
enterprises, making something like 
$2,000,000 per year net profit) etarted 
The Good Housekeeping Institute as 
a plain racket, and such it has al- 
ways been. Xt employs “laboratory 
experts” and issues a “Seal of Ap- 
proval” to much-sought advertisers, 
regardleas of the fact that many of 

the artioles approvebd by the Institute 
and advert&d in Good Housekeeping 
have been exposed as plain schemes 
to rob the public. Even dangerous 
patent medicines like Saraka, Vapex 
and Lysol are offered to Good House- 
keeping readers with the full endorse- 
menIt. of the Institute racketeers. The 
whole scheme stinks. Always re- 
member that Hearst’s InstiDute is 
just a money-‘making pl,an to give 
“prestige” to advertisers who are 
part of a con~s:piracy to rob the con- 
sumers. I wonder if I’ve made myself 
plain? 

4 4 4 
A well-informed anti-Nazi claimed, in 
my presence, that the people of Ger- 
many, as a result of Hitler’s program 
of militarism, have been reduced to eat- 
ing dogs. Is this true? 

The Neue Volks-Zeitung, a German 
language newspaper pubalished in New 
York City, in its, December 26, 1936, 
issue con’tains a reproduction of the 
front page of the Zittauer Morgen- 
Post an official Nazi paper published 
in Germany. This copy of a Hitler 

contains advertis#ement, 
F?i% was insertedanby a horse butch- 
er, telling the public that his estab- 
lishment had on sale a supply of “fat 
dog meat.” Just> how general this 
situation is I’m unable to say at this 
time, but you can rcrrtninly believe 
your anti-Nazi friend knows what 
he?s talking about when he aeserts 
Hitler has dragged the great German 
people down to a lower standard of 
living. When a recognized Nazi news- 
paper aotually prints an announce- 
ment offering “fsut dog meat,” the con- 
ditionst must be a,ppalling. 

How long will the German people 
tolerate a gangster regim’e which 
glorifies war and reduces its masses 
to a diet that includ’es horse and dog 
meat? 

4 4 4 
I have noticed, during the past four 
years, that you make it a practice to 
report on U.S.S.R. affairs more closely 
than I have been able to find in any 
other American publication. When YOU 
speak of Russia’s economic progress 
you grow enthusiastic. You go to great 
pains to show that the Russian People 
are improving their economic PosItion 
right along, but when you treat of Sov- 
iet cultural life-its ideology, its in- 
tellectual manifestations-you some- 
times grow impatient and critical. Why? 

I am usiually pleased by solme as- 
pects of Russia’s c&ural life, M- 
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pecially in the sphere of material 
istic scienlce. I alao like Russia’s rea! 
&tic manner of treahing reJtigious nc 
tions. But. to me. civilization mean 
so,metthing ‘precious and fragile, bu 
something of tremendous significant 
-1 refer to the mood for the fre 
play of thought-unhindlered discus 
sion, curiosity about t,hings intellec 
tual, skepticism, unlimiLtd criticisr 
and discussion, friendly protection o 
the snirit of controversv. Those ar 
the qualities that make for genuin 
cultiure, for a real civilization, an 
without t,hem we live in a prison, n 
matter how swell that prison ma: 
look, no matter how rich the prison 
ers may be in creature comforts. 

When we approach this phas’e o 
civilization in Rus’sia, we begin tl 
meet difficulties, doubts, emotions o 
drlead. Of co’urs’e, no matt,w how bat 
things look, at times, there’s the cer 
tainty that Russia”s situntinn is b: 
nso’ means the world’s worst. The ver! 
lowest acts against civilized idea, 
have been committed in Germany 
whtere int~eIIectuaIism has been crush 
ed ah&t beyond recovery. So, whil 
Russia’s status is’n’t the worst in ithc 
world, one has good re,aaon to demanc 
that a proletarian civilization &al 
build a culture that rests on soum 
foundationsZ an example to the world 
That. explams why I have occasion 
ally been critical od Ru,ssian experi 
ences in the realm of culture. 

On this point I want to refer t( 
a dis#tinguished Frenlch author. Andre 
Gide, who went to the U3.S.R. ant 
spent five months there. Gide i: 
sumething of a figure in the Repu’hlic 
of Letters, and he has,, for sorn< 
years, been friendly to Communienr: 
and the U.S.S.R., and, so far as 1 
can figure out from his latest book, 
still is friendly, albeit critical. 

Gide left to others the task of de- 
scribing Rus,sia’s, alnmst miraculoue 
progress in industry, invention, pro- 
duction, mining, agriculture, chem- 
istry, Dower, public works, and the 
like. Thesle matters are of great lm- 
portance, as Gide knows, but our 
Frenchman of letters wanted to study 
the field he knows best-thle wnrtd of 
ideas, of culture, of thought. And 
it’s at this point, that Gide lets loose 
a blast that ia shivering, even though 
it’s couched in warm, patient, friend- 
ly wocrd’s. He expresses his feelings 
in the foRowing questions : 

“A deep concern, never before ex- 
perienced, animated me: What shall 
1 say upon my return to Paris? 
What shall I reply to questions al- 
ready ringing in my ears? I shall, 
of course, be expected to give pre- 
cise answers, How am I to explain 
that I was now hot and now cold-in 
a moral sense-while in Soviet Rus- 
sia? Must I conceal my reserva- 
tions? Must I lie, must I apnrove 
everything? No-I should do the 
U.S.S.R. and the cause we believe 
it represents a poor service.“’ 

Remember, Cide 3pcaIrs or3 a 
Friend o,f Communism, one recog- 
lized as such in the U.S.S.R. His 
vords, therefore, should be studisd 
:arefully, every thought considered 
sincerely and wholehearted,ly, for, to 
ny way of looking, Gide’s case 
&gain& Russian cultture is not to he 
lislmissed with a gesture of impa- 
,ience. Certainly no anti4ommunist 
edbaiter ever slent home such tell- 
ng thrusts. I urge my readers to 
qe,ad-and reread-the sentences 
Xde wrote about the Soviet Union’s 
:ultural life, in the fo~llowing para- 
graphs: 

“Those who have followed the 
evolution of the U.S.S.R. in the aast 
year may determine for themselves 
whether it is the U.S.S.R. or I that 
has changed. By the U.S.S.R. I 
mean those who rule it. There is 
both good and bad there or, rather, 
things both fine and ugly. The fine 
has frequently been attained at the 
price of tremendous efforts. Not 
always or everywhere have these 
efforts achieved the desired ends. 
In many instances, one may say, they 
have not been attained yet. And 
very often the tine is entwined with 
the ugly-we may even say that one 
is the consequence of the other. 
From the bright to the dark the 
transition is very sharp, astonlah- 
ing. 

“Frequently, the traveler observes 
only what corresponds to his pre- 
conceptions. And very often it hap- 
pens that friends of the U.S.S.R. re- 
fuse to see the bad, or at any rate 
to admit it. For this reason we too 
often llnd people speaking the trulh 
about the U3.S.R. with hatred or 
lying about it lovingly. If I have 
been mistaken, it would be best to 
recognize my mistake, for I am re- 
sponsible to those who have been in- 
fluenced by my error. For me there 
are things more important than my- 
self, than the U.S.S.R. I mean hu- 
manity, its fate, its culture. . . . 

“There is only one opinion about 
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everything in the U.S.S.R. The 
minds of human beings are 80 
molded and their capacity for con- 
formism has become so natural and 
unconscious, that one cannot even 
suspect hypocrisy. Are these the 
people who made the revolution? 
No, they merely extract the profit 
from it. Every morning the ‘Pra- 
vda’ teaches them what they ought 
to know, tells them what they ought 
to think, what they must believe. 
Anything else is from the devil. TO 
such an extent has this become true 
that when you speak to one you 
realize Wat you have spoken to 
all. Nor is this true in the sense 
that all obey a given order; the 
simple fact is that everything is SO 
ordained that it is impossible for 
anyone to differ with anybody. This 
molding of the mind begins from 
childhood. Hence, the ast,onishing 
things that strike a foreigner. 

“You pity the people who wait in 
line for hours-but they find it quite 
in the order of things. The bread, 
vegetables, fruit they buy are of 
poor quality-but there are no 
others. The cloth, the goods avail- 
able are shoddy-there is nothing 
else to chose from. There being no 
means of comparison, it is necessary 
to be satisfied with what is offer- 
ed. The important thing (for the 
government) is to make the people 
realize that they have nothing to 
exaect-that others are worse off. 
This is attained by carefully bar- 
ring all contact with the outside 
world.” 

The gist of Gide’s case is, of course 
that the critical svirit is dead in Rus 
sia, and the Russian people nevel 
will have a genuine culture SO 1OnI 
as, that. sipirit has no honored placg 
in their lives. Gide covers this pain’ 
in trhe foalowing sltakement: 

“We are impressed by the great 
yearning in the U.S.S.R. for educa- 
tion, for culture. But this ednca- 
tion is confined to satisfaction with 
what has already been achieved, 
while culture in general is totally 
devoid of any critical spirit (despite 
Marxism). I know that much is 
being said about ‘aelf-criticism’ in 
the U.S.S.R. From afar I too was 
enthusiastic about it, and placed 
much hope upon it, but I very Soon 
perceived that lhis ‘aolf-criticism’ ia 
confined to squealing and warniniza, 
mixed with fears, that it must nut 
go beyond the ‘party line.’ The 
‘party line’ itself is not subject to 
criticism. What may be discussed 
is whether this or that action, 
achievement or theory is in har- 

mony with the sacred ‘party line.’ 
And woe to those who stea over it! 
Any further criticism is forbidden. 
There is nothing more dangerous 
for culture than such a mentality. 

“The Soviet citizen lives in utter 
ignorance as to what is taking place 
abroad. Nay, he has been made to be- 
lieve that things abroad, in all as- 
pects. are much worse than in the 
U.S.S.R. This illusion is cleverly 
nurture,d. It is the source of the 
belief in their own superiority.” 
Aft this point Gide gives examples 

)f how the Russians rea’ct to the 
b’utside world-a world about which 
;hey know next to nothing. They 
tsk foreigners like Gide whether 
?rance has facilities for taking care 
If children in kindergartens; wheth- 
!r the children are permitted to go 
o schools, whether there are street 
tars and buses in the streets of PaYis, 
knd a811 along albsolutely convinced 
hat Moscow is the only city in t.he 
world to have a subway. 

Gide sums up his views on Russia’s 
ack of intellectual freedom in the 
allowing words: 

“I doubt whether there is any 
country, not excluding Hitler Ger- 
many, where intellectual life is less 
free, more distorted, more terror- 
ized, more vassal-like than in the 
U.S.S.R.” 
Such criticisms musk ha debated 

Neriously, and if there’s any hope for 
Eussia’s cultural future it’s because 
here’s a possibility that such words 
nay eventually take effect and per- 
haps bring about a change that wiL1 
nake aossible a read civilization in 
;hp laid of the Soviets. 

Gide’s book has hardly left its 
mbli&ers, yet controversy over its 
riewpoint ‘is” raging throughout most 
rf the world. Unfortunately, Gidc’s 
:riticisms were, and are, being UsA 
o the lijmit by the Nazi press in’ or- 
ler to create prejudice againsit Rus- 
ia, but even this mulst never deter 
eal friends of the U.S.,S.R. frolm 
b.udying every shade of opinion deal- 
~g with thle mind and body of RUS- 

ia. 
Another French author, even more 

istinguished than Gide, has s,prung 
) the defense of the U.S.S.R. I re- 
?r to Romain Rdland, one of the 
lost famous writers in the world. 
‘ram his home in Ville Neuve, 
witzerland, Rolland, who has spent 
lore time in Russia than Gide, wrote 
Y a group of steel workers at 
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Magnitorgorsk who had asked him 
~hosc~mmen’t on Gide’s “metamor- 

” Rolland replied wihh a VW- 
orous ‘attack on Gide, but, I’m sorry 
to confess, a careful examination of 
his epistle fails to reveal even a hint 
of discussion over the various defifi- 
nite charges Gide h#urled at the SOV- 
iet Union, the gist, of which I give 
m Y  madws in this brief review. 
Ho,wever, Rolland’s letter is worth 
re,adin\g, and I’m pleased to be able 
to quote it as foBows: 

“I quite understand your indigna- 
tion at the book by Gide. It is 
superficial, childish and contradic- 
tory. It is valueless. A fuss is raised 
around the name of Gide. His prom- 
inence is being utilized by enemies 
of the U.S.S.R., who always lie in 
wait ready in their inward rage to 
make use of anv weaoon. 

“I react to Gide’s book as Ostrov- 
sky reacted: I am angry with Gide 
not so much because of any criti- 
cism he makes-he could have come 
out openly with that while he WaS 
in the U.S.S.R. had he been honest. 
But I am angry with him because 
of his double-dealing, because in 
the U.S.S.R. he never stopped pro- 
claiming his love and admiration of 
the Soviet Union, but when he re- 
turned to France he struck the U. 
S.S.R. in the back-unceasingly pro- 
testing his ‘sincerity’! 

“If he now urotests at the humil- 
iating praise showered on him by 
the lackeys of reaction, even by the 
Voelkischer Beobachter (Nazi news- 
paper), that means in my opinion 
that he feels himself to be in an 
unpleasant situation. 

“But it is already too late, the 
harm is done. . . . 

“Not Gide, nor anything can hold 
up the movement of history or the 
development of the Soviet Union.” 
Ro811tand% l&er rlnsps with the fol- 

lowing comment : 
“We want to be true and modest, 

but at the same time steadfast in 
our fight, and in our uninterrupted 
efforts to enrich and to adorn the 
great Fatherland of the working 
people of the whole world, created 
by the October Revolution (the 
Bolshevik Revolution). 

“The furious hatred of the ene- 
mies and the bankruptcy of friends 
who are loo weak to follow us 
should not trouble us. Let us en- 
joy and take pleasure in our fruit- ’ 
ful efforts (these efforts are a joy), 
in our glorious and difficult work 
and in that happy future which we 
are creating with our labor.” 

This diNscuslsio8n brings us right 
smack against the new Soviet Con- 
st.itution, which points several fingers 
in the direction of freedom and not 
in the direction of the intelleotual 
slavery so bitterly outlined by Andre 
Gide. On this point, permit me to 
quote a constructive, friendly, intel- 
ligent sentence from the usually well- 
informed rind frankly hone& report- 
er, Walter Duranty, who, writing in 
The Nation, January 2, 1937, says: 

“The new Soviet Constitution may 
or may nut be functioning complete- 
ly in the U.S.S.R. today, but it is, 
nevertheless, a pledge of future 
freedom.” 

I think Duranty goes to the heart 
of the question here-the future holds 
promises of freedom, so Were is room 
for a certain degree of intelligent 
opti8mism. A reading 09 the new 
Soviet Constitution leaves one in- 
spired and uplifted. Here, on’e says 
almost auto8matically, is humanity’s 
new key to freedom-of the body, of 
the mind, of culture, education, art, 
science and expression in general. 
Can it be made to function? To me, 
the answer seems a positive Yes. 
But the dsocument isn’t going to as- 
sert itself, as though one could get 
in,tellectual light by pressing a but,- 
ton. A piece of paper won’t do it; 
human beings will make the trans- 
formation a reality. And a great 
peo’ple that has done magnifi’cent 
things during the past two decades 
should be able t,o give birth to the SO- 
ciall conditions that will make POS- 
si’ole the living glories1 that rest in 
that great Constitution which the 
Rus’sian people, a few short months 
ago, ratified and est,ablished as the 
basic law of $e pd. 

+ri 
For some years I have been following 
your writings and have made a special 
study of your style of writing. You 
seem to write grammatically all the time, 
and yet you never miss a chance to 
pooh-pooh grammar. How come? 

I don’t recall ever having pooh- 
poohed grammar. In fact, I have a 
lot of respect for grammar, if by 
that we mean putting words togethel 
in an orderly vvay. I like the COIY~- 
tnon speech, but that doesn’t mean 
I care for linguislti~c barbarisms. 
First. of all comes clarity-I insist 
on writing in such a way that my 
readers can’t help understanding me, 
and if, on the way, I split an infini- 
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tive, I let it remain unrepaired. 
Ther’e are dreadful forms of speech 
I can’t permit myself to adopt, be- 
cause t.hey offend me. I can best il- 
lustrate what I try to avoid by quot- 
ing a paragraph from a speech de- 
livered by an attorney for the plain- 
tiff to an Arkansas jury that was 
judging a damage suit against a rail- 
road company which had killed an 
inoffensive cow. Said our lawyer: 

“Gentlemen of the jury, if the 
train had been running as slow as 
it should have been ran, if the bell 
had been rung as it ort to have been 
rang or the whistle had been blowed 
as it shoulSd have been blew, none 
of which was did, the cow would not 
have been injured when she was 
killed!” 

4+ + * 
What is a “T” man? 

The U.S. goverhm!ent employs a 
board of experts who taste tea. Their 
palatca dccidc whcthcr the duff is 
fi’t to send into the country. That’s 
why they are called “T” men. Darn 
clever peaple, these Americans. 

s+ * 4+ 
I was greatly interested in your Black 
List of Dangerous Drugs and Cosmetics 
in the March, 1937, issue of The Amer- 
ican F’reeman. I use Italian Balm, so I 
wrote a short note to the manufac- 
turers saying I understood they were 
on the black list of the New York 
Health Department and would appro- 
ciate their comments. I received in re- 
ply the hysterical effusion enclosed, 
which may interest you. 

Italian Balm is made by the Cam- 
pana Sales Company, Batavia, Ill., 
a concern which does a large volume 
of business. The company emrplo~s 
Genevieve Warren as head of 3s 
“Department of Public Relations,” 
which is a fancy way of describing 
the job of a woman who mus#t argue 
albout complaints, su’ppiy propagan- 
da in support of its product, and .ln 
other ways do the work of an officral 
;;;oe; No matte;coh;r an$rrn Miss 

re&onsiblem? body as) the Heal% 
Department of New York City war.pJ ~ 
its staff to be on thle watch for POTS- 
onings that reslult fro#m the use of 
Italian R&n, T think it’s simply a 
public duty to let one’s readers haye 
taheeinformatlon once it becomes avall- 

And what is Italian Balm’s rePIY? 
Believe it or not, the company is 
being made the victim of a Commu- 

nist plot. No, I’m not joking. This 
its the literal truth. From the com- 
pany’s letter 1 quote: 

“Let us state at the out-set that 
this is a country of free speech 
and free press and that very fact 
is a ‘cover-up’ for a great number 
of communistic actions in this coun- 
try.” 
I wish I could convince Miss War- 

ren that while we have free speech 
and free #press in this country we 
have no right to commit libel, and if 
what was writ,ten and printed about 
Italian Balm is falsle, the, conrpany 
certainly has recourse. Also, I wis’h 
I could convince Miss Warren that 
Moscow and Stalin had absolutely 
nothinjg to do wisth Italian Balm’s 
inclusion in the black list quoted in 
The Freeman. But Miss Warren sees 
Reds all over the l&,-for a few para- 
graphs later she busts out with this: 

“When s person condemns ITAL- 
IAN BALM either by speech or 
writing because it contains phenol 
they do it with a communistic 
frame of mind-not for anything 
constructive. . . .” 

I’m sure Mists Warren is se’eing 
red because her nerves are in need 
of some kind of a soothing balm. 
Just because a person doesn’t want 
a’nyone to Ibe poisoned by phenol, it 
doesn’k follow &at he is suffering 
from a “communistic frame of mind.” 
And as for being ‘~cormtructive,” it’s 
my notion that wanting to save one’s 
eyesight is very constructive be- 
havior indeed, or is that Communism 
again? The answer must h’e in the 
affirmnt.ivP,~ fw Miss. Warren con- 
tinues yellmg red revolution in an- 
other lvaragraph, this way: 

6‘ . . . we assure you absolutely 
that anything you have heard re- 
garding our being on any ‘Black 
List’ has for its foundation, minds 
of communistic people who are in 
this country for no good whatever 
but to destroy what we Americans 
have set up . . . There is no way 
for an American manufacturer to 
stop the publishing of such things 
because of our free press and free 
speech.” 

Again I rise to advise the malrcrs 
)f Italian Balm that free speech and 
!ree press don’t give us the right to 
:prea’d falsehoods about their product, 
bnd again I advise these bet-up souls 
.hat a just criti’cism of their product 
Ioesn’t imply that Russian Bolsheviks 
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are loose in this fair land of our; 
trying to inculcate Atheism, Fret 
Love and Frz V;+dka. 

* 
My children say they should like tc 
scan your correspondence for a fer 
days. I dare say, if any of us did, w( 
would better understand why you wer( 
compelled to abandon in despair YOUI 
recent ambition to develop new writinr 
talent by correspondence. 

I’m positive this reader’s childrer 
would find m,anv of the letters I gei 
very amwing. -It seems that ab;ul 
10,000 perslons throughout the worls 
are convinced I’m a combination 01 
Aristotle. Aimee S,emnle McPherson 
Gandhi? ’ King Solomon, Benjamir 
Franklin, the Voioe of Experience 
Major Bowes, Will RBogers,.Dr. Freud 
Karl Marx, Abraham Lnxoln and 
Jee-zus Kee-rye&. Just because 1 
p&k out about 125 questions for this 
publication each month, ‘they assume 
I can, and will, do anything that’s 
asked of me. Let me give just a few 
examples: 

A woman out West tells me her 
preacher will finish his 50th year oi 

sermonizing next month, and since 
it’s danned to give the old pulpit- 
pounder a big shindig, would I k 
good enough to write out a complete 
program-something snappy, inter- 
e&ng, happy, elevating, inspiration- 
al and entertaining. I n,ever agreed 
z,,g;ia that kind of service to my 

A farmer up in Nebraska-or is it 
Iowa?-writes me a long letter about 
the troub~~;oo:e% 
county 1 

havi:g with the 
commissioners. It 

seemIs that his daughter is a student 
at the county high school and that 
the teachers cnm~g~d her to attend re- 
ligious sservices. He has complained 
to the County Attorney, who admits 
that wh,ile there’s a provision in the 
State Constitution again’& teaching 
religion in the public s8ch~ools, the 
qu,estion has never been tested in 
court, so hp wi’lil ilo n~rkhing abo,ut 
the case, except if the farmer hires a 
lawyer to bri,ng some sort of an in- 
junction suit against the county. 
Here’s where I home in. My reader 
asks me to recommend a lawyer in 
his home county-someone with lib- 
eral, rationalistic, debunked ideas. 
You see, I’m supposed to know the 
mental and cultural ideas of every 
lawyer in his county and then pick 

out one he can trust to save his 
daughter from the clutches of the 
skypilots. I never agreed to give that 
kind of service to my readers. 

A worntan in Glasgo,w. Scotland, 
asks me to inform her “how it L that 
although I am married I get least 
satisf&tion from my husband and 
most satisfaction from a few colored 
male fri8ends.” How do 1 know? She 
knows more about those colored men 
than I do. I don’t even know what 
rdnr she has in mind-black, yellow, 
mahogany, pork, or albino? 

The long distance operator gets me 
on the phone and connects me wit,h a 
man in Memphis, Tenn., who, in a 
so’lemn, broken voice, tells me his 
eather has just dlied and would I be 
good enough to jump a plane in time 
to come to the funeral the next after- 
noon and deliver thme burial sermon. 
Why? The man was one of mv most 
ard&t readers rend asked th& I be 
invited to conduct a strictly ration’al- 
istic funeral for him when he, kicked 
off. I hate to have my read’ers die 
off-they’re so hard to get-but I 
never agreed to, help 
had to excuse myself. 

bury them, so I 

IIerek a night-lot&r which cnn- 
tains descriptions of two poker hands 
-four aces in once hand, a king-high 
straight flush in the other. Each 
player has ,bet his shirt and now they 
can’t agree, after the show-down, 
which won the pot. Would I be good 
enough to decide this question, by 
Western Union collect? Being an old 
poker player mys,elf, I relented and 
wired the fellows that the man who 
held the straight flush gets the money, 
but wh’en did I ever agree to give 
that kind of service to my readers? 

I could go on like this for columns, 
out that would only tire my readers. 
Yes, this business of answering ques- 
lions gelts me into many a tight fix. 
But that doesn’t m.ean. I dislike the 
job. Really, I get a lot of kick out 
ti this thing. 

It takes about 25,000 words to fill 
in issue, and that% a whole lot of 

ivords, but I don’t. mind saying I’d 
Fed sad if I had to give up this 
Axmant literary chore. Mast of my 
*eadew are a reasonable, intelligent, 
mderstanding bunch of rogues, and 
;hey know I can’t always do as my 
subscribers expect. 

My old..time readers, usulally wind 
lp their letters with the remark that 
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they expect no answ,er, because they 
happen to know I employ no steer-e 
fary. I write my own letters, which 
m,eanls I can’t keep up a lively car 
respondence with lonely, talkative 
subscribers who suggest quite simpl3 
that I join in a long and friendIS 
exchange of letters; There are twc 
reasons why I don’t use a stenogra 
ph,er-first, because I make a mes: 
of dictating by getting gab,by ant 
saying too much; second, I can’t af. 
ford one. 

I like to hear from my readers- 
in fact, I’d feel lonely if the girls whc 
open the mail in the front office 
didn’t fill E. H-J’s letter-tray every 
morning-but I expect these corre 
stpondents to be reasonable with me, 
for they should know that I not onl,v 
have the tasks of writing thijs nubll- 
cation but the jobs of runnin’g the 
plant, getting ulp 8circulars, broad- 
sides an’d other advertisnnents, ar- 
ranging with authors--especially 
Joseph McCabe-what they are to do 
for me, and so on down the line. 

It’s a busy zfe,+but*I like it. 

What do we mean when we speak of 
horsepower? 

When we, refer to one homswower, 
we mean the amount of power it 
takes to lift a body that weighs 33,- 
000 pounds one foot in one minute. 
Another way is to lift 550 pounds one 
foot in one second, which is one horse- 
power. I wa,s amuseId to find in one 
09 Upton Sinclair’s books the start- 
ling information that a machine of 
so much horsepower-let’s say lOO- 
has the pulling power of 100 horses. 
The fact, of course, is that horses, 
like horsefelathers, have nothing to 
do with horsepower. Thsis is a com- 
mon error that refuses to die. 

rk l TI *T+ 

How long does- it iake-a body to fall 
through the air? 

Acfcording to a report issued by the 
Army Air Corns’s experimental s’ta- 
tion at Wright Field, a man with a 
parachut.e pack attaclhed to his back 
never fall~s fa.ster than at the rate of 
118 mfles per hour. The same author- 
ities deny thse superstition that fall- 
ing men lose consciousnesls. The re- 
port on fallling bodies is summarized 
as follows : 

“In the first second of its descent 
a body falls 16 feet; second second, 
16 plus 32 equals 43 feet: third 
second, 16 plus 64 equals 80 feet; 
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fourth second, 16 plus 96 equals 112 
feet: fifth second, 16 plus 128 equals 
144 feet; nth second. 16 plus 32 (n-l) 
feet. The total distance fallen by a 
body at the end of the nth second 
is given in feet by multiplying the 
square of the time in seconds by 16. 

“Thus at the end of the first sec- 
ond it has fallen 16 feet, at the end 
of the second second 2 times 2 times 
16 equals 64 feet, at the end of the 
third second 3 times 3 times 16 
equals 144 feet; at the end of the 
fifth, 5 times 5 times 16 equals 400 
feet. Conversely, to find the time 
in seconds to fall any distance, 
zlivide the distance in feet by 16 and 
extract the square root; thus to fall 
a mile divide 5,280 by 16 which gives 
330 and the square root of 330 is a 
little over 18, the number of seconds 
which is the vacuum time to fall a 
mile. Owing to the resistance 
of the air it takes about 19 seconds 
for a bomb to reach the earth when 
dropped from an airplane a mile 
high.” 

+s Q 4+ 
Iow many inches of snowfall does it 
ake to equal one inch of rain? 

It takes 10 inches of sntow to equal 
hs water oon?t $ a; inch of rain. 

iow many stars can the naked eye 
ee? How many by field glasses and 
elescopes? 

T person with normal eyesight 
.hou”d see about 6,000 stars osn a 
clear night, but as half thes,e stars 
tre always beyond the horizon only 
ketween 2,000 and 2,500 stars can be 
#een. The number varies according 
:o eonditiians-clear or dfark skies, 
laze, moonlight, etc. Street lights 
nake #a glare and thus reduoe the 
lumber of s’tars one can see with the 
taked eye. With the help of field- 
glasses one slhodd be able to see 50,- 
100 &ass. When we’ come to tele- 
c’opes the number increas8es rapid- 
y, beginning with several hundred 
haus,and throu,gh a tiwo&ch tele- 
‘cope and about 1,000,0~0,000 through 
he loo-inch Tour$ W$;lson re’flector. 

‘he Japanese people are taught to be- 
ieve lhat because they pald such an 
mmense price, in lives and money, to 
.efeat Russia they shouldn’t be ques- 
ioned about their occupation of’ Man- 
huria. Please comment. 

!l%e argulment is quite naive. To 
egin with, it happens that the Ja,pa- 
tese didn’t lose mtany lives’ o,r spend 
leah mo’ney in their war on Rulssia 
n 1904-05. The number of men kill- 
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ad was quite small, and the expeng 
wa’s 50 slight &hat Japan’s tataxe 
didn’t. even increase durinlg the wal 
yeans or for a few years thereafter 
But, let’s ‘suppose they did pay a lo 
in blood and goBd to whip tihe Czar 
SIO what? If that means what th( 
Japanese are taulght to believe, then 
they should go on through all ol 
China, then on into Silberia, tJhen do’wwr 
into Incdia, anld &en over to Alaska 
and so on. 

Is the U.S.A.*limzed%y law to 41 
States? 

It would be legal to a& four more 
States to tihe present 48, even thghfi 
we ‘annexe,d no new land. 
Texas was admitield into the Unior 
in 1845, Congrerwe dated eipecificall3 
that the people of Texas, should thg 
desire, could exercise the right at an5 
time to split up the StaCe!s 265,89( 
square miles into four additiona: 
States. 

I sent Joseph Lewis, of the Freethink, 
ers of America, a few dollars to hell: 
pay for a statue to Thomas Paine. Was 
this money put to good use? 

On .Tanuary 29, 1937, .Tosaph Lewi: 
unveiled in Pari’s an eight-fook skatue 
o,f T,homas Painie, the work of thf 
famous scul,ptor, Gutzon Borglum 
This effigy usf lhe great. p&riot, Pree- 
thinker amd libertarian, was present. 
ed to the French govern,ment as a par! 
of a movement to celebrate tihel 200th 
anniversary of Pain& birth. The 
French, of course, adhire Thomas 
Padne as fervently as the mot& en- 
thus&& Am&can Frccthinlccr, be- 
cause he went to France ‘after the 
dose of our revol’ution anld served 
the French people in tiheir great relv- 
oluti~on against, a rotten (Jhurch and 
corrupt State. So, thi,s reader’s few 
dollars, I can assure him, went to 
pay the expeases of a gre,at gesture 
of appreciation for the servilces of 
one of the great men of the 18th 
Century. If  TBo8mas Paine had done 
nothing but write his book, The Age 
of Reuson, he would still be entitled 
to a dozen st.atues, for tihis volume 
hag done wonders in freeing bhe mod- 
ern mind of superstitious idea’s’. 

+ * rtr 
Being afflicted with obesity, I would like 
to know your opinion of Marmola. 

Marmola is made anld distributed 
hy the Raladam Company, ob Detroit, 
a concern which spends immense 

sums yeanly adveritising this alleged 
Cure for overweigh+. Marmola is 
dangerous to take internally and can’t 
be con.sidered a safe means to reduce. 
In fact, Marmola, taken to cure abea- 
ity, may kill. 

A report on Marmola, issued by 
the f&era1 government, on January 
24, 1937, &&us it.s fir~dbugs, “bss~ed 
on dbstinguislhed medical and scien- 
tific opinion, are that only a small 
I)roport.ion of ca’ses of overweight re- 
sult, fram thyroid deficiency; th,at in 
many cases the respondent company’s 
product cannot be safely used, ‘and 
in any case sshould be taken only on 
the advice of a physiician.” 

This statement has reference to the 
compan’y’s claim that Marmola’s ac- 
tive ingredient is desslcated trhyroid 
made from the thyro’id glan#d,s of ceb- 
tain animals. The co,mpany’s adver- 
tising is ba;s& on the alleged Ftvct 
tihat “thyroid deficiency ils a common 
cause of excess fat, and thalt thyroid 
should be taken for redlucing.” Thizs, 
of course, is denied by compertent med- 
ical authorities, who insist that only 
the exceptional, rare case of 6eeity 
is cnnfslnrl hy thyroid troulble. The 
Federlal Trade, Commilswion’s order to 
the co,m.pany in’sisted that. if it con- 
tinued advertising tihat MarmoIa’s 
propertiies and &ects are daxribed 
ful$, the following paragraph must 
be appendled in explanation, for the 
information of the publilc: 

“That dessicated thyroid is a 
powerful and dangerous drug or 
product when used internally for 
treduoinp purposes, attacking nncl 
oxidizing or burning not only fatty 
tissue, but all bodily tissues: that 
cases of abnormal excess fat caused 
by deficiency of the secretion of the 
thyroid gland are rare and excep- 
tional: that physicians prescribe 
the use of thyroid for treating 
obesity only in cases’ of actual de- 
ficiency of thyroid yland secretion; 
that in cases of excess fat not 
caused by thyroid deficiency, thy- 
roid is not uauaIly indicated as a 
proper treatment and its use in 
such cases is apt to be and fire- 
quently is harmful to the use>r’s 
health.” 

4+ *% 5s 
Aow much fond does the averaqe person 
eat in a lifetime? 

36 tonIs. 
* * * 

1 happen to be a householder who has 
to shovel the snow and ice around his 
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home. I’ve just finished, and the plac 
looks decent, but the weather man sa> 
there’s more snow on the way, so 1’1 
keeping my pick and shovel hand: 
Meanwhile, I’m getting ready by apply 
ing liberal doses of liniment to m 
sore muscles. What I want to know ir 
have you any data about snow removal 
How much snow and ice do we move? 

Any infiormation I can give mus 
be lomkd on oniy as an estimat;e, fo 
there’s no way of gathering authenti 
figures. However,-an otherwise nor 
ma1 mathematioian, W. J. McDonnell 
VI ibe Federal Communioati~ons Corn 
missison, dad siome fiauring tha#t ough 
to sati&y one’s cur?osityY - 

Arithmetician McDonnell, whos 
home happens to be in Kansas City 
MO., reports 2hat he estimates th 
ice codatina he removed from his side 
walks ana driveway was .Cour ill&e 
thick. By reducing some of the ia 
to water, in order to b’e able to weigl 
it comnveniently, he found thlat I 
square foot weighs 10.9 pounds. HI 
then found that he had chopped 
minced, cloaxed, scraped and s,hovelec 
6.13 tions of ice and snow. His horn< 
is just ao ordinary-sized affair. 

McDonn&, who’se mood is trul: 
scientific and obje’ctive, insists tha 
it’s not enough to say that he re 
mjoved 6.13 tons of weight, for con 
sideration must. be give< to the pick 
and shovel he mwd in getting thr 
ohore done. He found that his piclr 
and shovel weighed 14 pounds, ant 
as it took one smash of the pick ant 
08ne scrape ‘of the shovel Do send a 
squalre foot of four-inch ice on it? 
way, the lifting of his tools added 
7.938 to’ns t’o his job. One begins tc 
realize now that Mr. Einstein-no, 1 
mean Mr. McDo,nn,ell-is getting his 
dope down to a pretty fine edge. It 
all ~OCE to show how wond.erful mod 
ern science is. 

Our modern Sir Isaac Newtion 
kept his pencil working to find out, 
within reasonable limits, how much 
ice was removed by th.e men in 
Kansssi city’s reslidential district, 
hno.ing his figures on the assumption 
tihat each square foot meant the lift- 
ing of 25 po’unds of iae, pick and 
s,hovel. His mathmematics showed 
that the men lifted 660 tons per mile, 
allowing 10 feet for the sidewalks. 
But as the streets have two sides, 
McDonneill h,ad to double this figure, 
making the total 1,320 tons. 

McDonnell next throws in the street 

cleaning department, whiclh went to 
work on the 60-foot streets, which 
rnearst thalt 3,960 toas per mile had to 
be removed, tihat is, if it’s tirue that 
the street depantment went to the 
bother of removing the ice and snow 
from the residential district. We 
now find, slays Mr. McDonnell, that 
the average block contains 32 homes 
-another- unvari~fied estimatie-so 
1,792,OOO tons had to be hsndled. But 
here the slcientific house of cards col- 
lapses because he fiti’s-after another 
unverified estimate-that hardly any- 
body bothered to remove t:he snow 
and ice becjau,se thw had heard over 
the radio thmat more-snow was on the 
way. Besides, after tihe coming snow 
there might be a swift, hard- thaw, 
whic.h would enable more procrostina- 
tors to spend their bi,m,e productively 
with the comic sections or following 
the latest adventures of Amos and 
Andy. 

Which electric sha& cio you consider 
the best? 

I still prefer the old safety razor, 
which, for many years,. has served 
me faithfully in the dally clhore @f 
removing surplu,s srtubible. I like to 
turln on my Victro,la and hear three 
)r four record!s froun a Be&hoven sym. 
phony, or Strauss’ “Life of a Hero,” 
3r one of Stnkowski’s B,ach tranecrip- 
tionls, while I lather my manly face 
snd ,scrat,ch away the hair. I like 
hhe aro,ma of the soap and the fresh, 
&an feeling after the skin is dTi;ed. 
1 ismagine I’ll be using tha,t razor af- 
;#er all the world turns to elecbric 
shavers, even though there’s some- 
;hing up-to-datie and progremssive 
ibout the idea of using Bectric power 
LO shave one’s face. 

There are t,hree well-known elec- 
,ric shaveas-Schick, Clipshave, and 
?ackard. From the best reports I oan 
ret, iit seems th,at only one of these 
,hree machines reall; woF;Izs, and 
.haL’s the Schick. The others are 
lops. But even the S&ck doesn’t 
rive one the cl~os~ shave Lhti can be 
j’btained from a 25~ safety r’azo,r. 
Ind as f’or the price+--$15-1 think 
t’s simply crazy. The contraption 
oobsl like a $5~buv to me. but renorts 
lave it that hundie& of ihousar& of 

nen are paying out $15 for these 
having machines. 

Iit is e&mated th’at it costs a man 
about $2 per year to shave himself 
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the old way. That, of course, means E 
low-priced razor, resharpened blade! 
(whic’h nowadays cost little wher 
first bought), shlaving soap or cream 
and the wear and tear on a brush 
For $15 you can expect about sever 
and a half years of razor shaving 
Will an electric shaver I,ast sever 
and a half yer? +J do$bt it. 

Do any of our State educational insti. 
tutions offer courses in the managemeni 
of cooperatives? 

The only two I krmw of a~ 
Kansas State Coll,ege, Manhattan 
Kansas, and the University of Min 
ne&a. The one at Manhlattan is in 
tended to train the managers of co 
o’peratives and requires only twc 
months. Special attention is given tc 
pl&JlemS of management, business 
organizations, a,ccounting, eta Thf 
one at Minnesota covers the came 
ground. Managers or prospe,&ivc 
managers till find themselves better 
able to serve their organizations by 
taking a course. 

* * +s 
Is it true that savages don’t suffer fron 
cancer because their diet consists 01 
whole wheat and whole grain? 

Dr. Morris. Fi~&b&, the didin 
guished editor of The Journal of th 
American Medical Association, one oj 
the highest (authorities in the world 
answers this qu’estion as fellows: 

“The truth of the matter is that 
the savages do not die of cancer as 
the civilized man does, simply be- 
cause the savage does not live long 
enough to die of cancer. 

“His life expectancy at birth is 
still about 35 years, in contrast to 
the 59-year life expectancy acquired 
by the civilized man. Ninety per- 
cent of the cases which die of can- 
cer concern eeoale more than 45 
years of age?’ 

Dr. Fishbein’s habit of debunking 
so many popular notions has earned 
him a handisome crop of enelmies, but 
this brave fighter for s&ntific truth 
keeps up his vigorous campaign of 
education, and the results seem t0 be 
steadidly progressive. What this, cow 
try n’eeds is an extra supply of men 
of the type of Dr. Fieblbein one of 
the mod ueful guidscs’ in t e land. i, 

+I+ *, * 
Of what did George Washington die3 

There has been s80nm controversy 
on the question of what caused 
Wash,i,ngton’s, death, with claims for 
tuberculosis, pneumonila, cancer, diph- 

zheria and a few other diseases, each 
GspuUant being able to mansbal more 
Yr less convincing twtimony in sup- 
port of his diagnosis. 

Dr. Creighton Barker, member of 
;he clinical staff of t.he Yale Uni- 
versi$ty School of Medicine, has re- 
&wed the ccse for The Yale Journal 
If Biology and Medicine, writing his 
report in the form Cup a present-day 
yecord. Dr. Barker claims Washing- 
;on died of septi#c sore throat, a 
:lt.reptncnocus infection. 

Dr. Barker’s case-record is pre- 
sented under such headings as “family 
listary,” “ past history,” “present ill- 
less,” followed by a “elinioal diagno- 
:is” based on the numerous1 facts 
@hered “from the careful and minute 
*ntr+ made in the d,iary o,f Tobias 
Lear, Washington’s faithful secre- 

” Based on theee notes Dr. 
:a?& rejects the diagnosis df the 
loctors who attended Washington, 
who entered th,e cause of death as 
:ynan,che trachealis. 

After reviewing a few fa,cts regard- 
ng the patient and his general con- 
dition and circu~mstances, Dr. Blar- 
ter records Washington’s family his- 
;ory: 

“G. W., white, male, farmer, mar- 
ried, no children, age, 67 years 10 
mnnths. First seen at 4 a.m. Decem- 
ber 14 (17991. comolainine of diffi- 
culty in’ breathing -and &allowing, 
aahonia. soreness and pain in the 
neck. 
“Family History: 

“Father dead, age 49, pneumonia. 
Mother dead. Remainder of family 
history vague and irrelevant. 

“Patient had led a vigorous and 
rugged outdoor life, had bed small- 
pox, dysentery, malaria and pneu- 
mnnia. After the age of 50 bad 
carious teeth that necessitated com- 
plete removal. Eyesight failed early; 
there is some evidence of recurrent 
attacks of iritis.” 

Undjer the heading of “Present 
Ilness,” Dr. Barker takes from his 
rariows sources the fol~lowing account : 

“The present illness dates from 
December 12, when ,the patient, as 
was his custom, rode about his farm 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The day was 
inclement, with rain, snow anmd sleet. 
When he came in, it was noticed that 
his clothing was wet and snow was 
hanging from his hair. It being late 
he went to dinner without changing 
his clothes. Retired early, rested 
well. The next morning, December 
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13, he complained of a sore throat, 
but went out of doors marking trees. 
When he came in he was quite 
hoarse, bul otherwise nurmal, and 
read aloud for some time to his 
family. It was suggested that he 
take something for his cold, but 
he replied, ‘No, you know I never 
take anything for a cold, let it go 
as it came.’ Retired early. 

“At 3 a.m. December 14 he awoke 
in a chill and infurmed his wife 
that he had the ague. He could 
hardly speak and breathed with 
difficulty. While attempting to swal- 
low a mixture uf mulaases, vinegar 
and butter he was ‘convulsive and 
almost suffocated.’ A pint of blood 
was let, and sal volatile was gently 
rubbed on the throat. The patient 
complained that the pressure of the 
rubbing hurt him and it was discon- 
tinued. A piece of flannel soaked 
in ml volatile was lmuud aboul the 
neck. Shortly after 4 a.m. the 
patient was seen by Dr. Craik, who 
found him sitting up bathing his 
feet In hot water. Changing poai- 
tion from lying down to sitting up 
had not relieved the dyspnea and 
he was put back to bed. At this 
time the patient was feverish, 
l$&hing with difficulty, face flush- 

pulse rapid, mentally alert. 
Chest examination negative. There 
is no record of examination of the 
throat. 

“Dr. Craik applied a blister of 
cantharides to the neck, took more 
brood and prescribed a gargle of 
vinegar and sage tea. In trying to 
gargle, the patient gagged severely 
and became cyanotic. Inhalation of 
vinegar and hot water was given, 
more blood was let. swallowinn be- 
came more difficult. 

“Consultation was sought and Dr. 
Custavus It. IIrown, of Fort Tobac- 
co, and Dr. Elisha Dick, of Alexan- 
dria, visited the patient advising 
further bleeding, and it was noted 
that ‘the blood came slow and 
thick.’ Late in the afternoon a full 
dose of calomel and tartar emetic 
was given. Dyspnea increased. At 
8 o’clock p.m. another blister was 
applied to the throat and hot 
wheat plasters to the legs and feet. 
The patient sat up for a time and, 
in full realization of his approach- 
ing end, gave his attention to vari- 
ous property matters and to cor- 
recting his will. 

“The patient died between 11 and 
12 p.m. December 14. He was con- 
scious until a few minutes before 
the end and one of his last acts was 
to take his own pulse.” 

Recording the clinilead d;iamosis a 

cynanche trachealis; post-mortem 
liagnoslis not given,” Dr. Barker 
aunches indo his “l3ifferent.i~al dming.- 
~osis,” which foGws : 
- “Controversy has arisen as to the 

accuracy of the diagnosis, and from 
time to time many attempts to clar- 
ify it have been made. Literally 
translated, cynanche means ‘the 
strangling of a dog,’ and cynanche 
trachealis would literally mean ‘a 
dog strangled by the trachea,’ 
which, it must be a,dmitted, is a 
rafher indefinite pathological clasa- 
ification. In the nomenclature ac- 
cepted at the time the edicts of the 
Edinburgh School of Medicine were 
widely accepted throughout the Eng- 
lish-speaking world, and in it cynan- 
the trachealis was considered as a 
variety of quinsy, ‘an inflammation 
of thk glottis, -larynx, and upper 
Dart of the trachea. whether it af- 
iects the membrane in these parts 
or the muscle adjoining.’ With that 
definition in mind, the diagnosis 
made by the attending physician, al- 
though vague, was no doubt ac- 
curate. However, it still leaves 
something to be desired, and the 
conclusion as to what was the ac- 
tual cause of death is open to argu- 
ment. It has been stated that the 
disease was diphtheria, and there 
are some observations to support 
this argument. But it has been 
quite definitely determined that 
there were no other similar cases 
in Washington’s household at the 
time. And, moreover, there appears 
considerable evidence that Wash- 
ington survived an attack of ‘black 
canker’ in his early youth. It is 
now generally accepted that the ap- 
pellation ‘black canker’ was fre- 
quently given to diphtheritic in- 
fection. 

“Other suggested diagnoses that 
have been advanced are: 

Vincent’s angina, Ludwig’s ani@% 
tuberculosis, pneumonia and cancer. 
Vincent’s angina is rarely fatal, and 
when it is, death is usually the re- 
sult of a long-drawn-out necrotic 
process. Ludwig’s angina (subglot- 
tic suppuration) is not often so 
rapidly fatal, and death usually re- 
sults from increasing ccllulitis in 
the neck an,d from asphyxiation. 
The patient’s age and the course of 
disease are contrary to the expect- 
ed COURSE of a tubcrculous infcc- 
tion. Pneumonia is not so easy to 
rule out, but there is a good deal of 
evidence to point toward pathology 
in the upper respiratory tract rath- 
er than within the chest. The idea 
that it was cancer is hardly ten- 
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able; there was no history of pre- 
ceding aphonia or other laryngeal 
symptoms. In short. cnrcful study 
of the records made at the time an8 
paralleling them with clinical ob- 
servation, leads to the conclusion 
that the disease from which Wash- 
ington suffered and which caused 
his death in a little over 24 hours 
was the condition now recognized 
as ‘eeptic BO~C throat,’ a virulent 
streptococcus infection of the 
pharynx, with cellulitis in the walls 
of the hypopharynx and edema of 
the glottis. 

“Treatment: The therapeutic pro- 
cedures employed were orthodox 
treatment at the time, and followed 
closely the teaching of the great Ed- 
inburgh School, from which two of 
the attending physicians had been 
graduated. The blood-letting, for 
which the ductors have been 80 blt- 
terly criticized and which alarmed 
Mrs. Washington, was expressly ad- 
vised for cynanche trachealis, and 
repetition of the procedure was 
recommended as the most effective 
means for combating the progress of 
the disease. In the light of preaent- 
day practice which introduces blood 
into the patient to increase his re- 
sistance, instead of withdrawing it, 
one may almost say that the bleed- 
lng may have hastened the end. In 
extremis a tracheotomy might have 
been performed, and there has been 
criticism of Craik for not advocat- 
lng It. The operation did nut have 
the endorsement of leading physi- 
cians at the time; in fact, most of 
them were opposed to it, and an 
even greater scandal would have 
arisen had it been performed with 
the same fatal results. 

“Dr. Brown and Dr. Dick each re- 
ceived $40 for their services. The 
amount of Dr. Craik’e fee Is not rep- 
corded.” 

+s *tc * 
Some time ago I suggested to some 
booksellers ansd publishers that one 01 
the troubles with our profession wap 
that most people thought that only 
rich men could have a home library 
I went so far as to suggest that with 
intelligent, judicious selection a civil. 
ized library could be bought on a re* 
sonable budget. Believe it. or not, il 
coultrev;:,,“e done for $1 . . . or $10 
. . 1 . . . through the careful 
use of reprints, little books, anthologies. 
etc. Why don’t you discuss this in YOUI 
paper some day an,d show how $1 wise. 
ly spent can provide the nucleus of a 
home library, and continue with budgete 
up to $lOO? Specifically, I would like tc 
see just what you’d suggest for $1 as the 
most indispensable basic books of all 

time, being the best of the old and 
some representation of the new, to offer 
B balanced cultural diet. This BUZ~CB- 
tion is purely personal and disinte%st- 
ed, and I should not like to have my 
name quoted, as my motive might be 
misinterpreted, but you can pass on the 
idea and give your suggested list in 
your own columns, if you wish. 

The foregoing question comes from 
one of the bevrt kIm,wrl pu!l&ahers in 
New York C$ty, a man who has been 
wonderfulIly succsssful and who has 
shown intelliaence in the selection of 
titl’es and their proper exploitartion. 

I b’elieve I can pass on a few hints 
t,o those wcho would like to lay the 
foundations, of a library-20 volumes 
that sbauldnlt cost more than $1. 
The following list of key books sug- 
gest them’selves to me: 

1. A volume of Emerson’s essays, 
preferably Self-Reliance, Friendship, 
und Love. (A readin,g of these three 
ers~ays sh’ould stimulate a desire t.t? 
read most of Emmrson’s works, though 
I must warn the beginning reader 
tWt Emerson doesn’t always run in 
his beslt form, for the man was given 
to the annoying habit of writing a 
valuable essay that could aptpeal to 
realistic minds and then turnip out 
one tihat was crammed with mysti- 
cism and moonshin’e. Emferson is the 
sort 09 writer who opens the door to 
ScoreS of other geniuses-philoso- 
phers, various essayists, histori,ans, 
CtC.) 

2. A volume of Sh’akeapeare. Here I 
recommen’d one of the more popular 
plays, like Romeo and Juliet, Julius 
Caesar, The Merchant of Venice, Ham- 
lot, Maoboth, A Mideummor Night’s 
Dream, etc., bult doa% pZan on read- 
ing more th,an 10 Shakeisplearean 
plays, unless you intend to specilal- 
ize in Shakespeare. (From Shake- 
speare it’s easy to travel to ancient 
history, Englislh history, &her dra- 
mabists, books’ of critical studies on 
Sbahespeare, life in London, and so 
on-another excellent key author.) 

3. One of Moliere’s comedies, pre- 
ferably Tartufle, or The Show-uff. 

4. Voltaire’s essay, Toleration. 0% 
that mas$erpiece of philosophical 
fiction, Can&de. 

5. Paine’s1 Age of Reason. (This 
eterncally popular examinatio~n of re- 
vealed religion is one of the most im- 
port’ant books ever written. It has 
b’&en one of the world’s greatest mind- 
libmerators, and hmas opened the gat’es 
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to other debunking autholrs, especisl- 
ly Voltaire, Gibbon, Ingersoll, Brad- 
Ilaugh, Joseph McCabe, Lecky, and a 
h’ost ob other expo,sers of theological 
mysltioism and o~b1s,curanti5rn. The 
Age of Reason can eas#ily be the foun- 
dation of a special library of Free- 
thought, one of the important stub- 
jects in the arena of culture.) 

6. The Rubiagat of Omar Khayyam. 
(This beautiful m~askerpiece of liter- 
ature and philosophy tend’s to “ur- 
banize” the mind, to teach imt the deli-. 
oate strength o’f skeptiloism.) 

7. Nietzsche’s The Antichrist. (This 
boo#k is o,ne o,f the m’ost devastating 
attacks on Chrisrti’anity ever written, 
in many ways the finest. I consider 
it Nietzslche’s gre’atest piece of writ- 
ing and a key-blook that. can’t be 
otiiitte,d.) - 

8. Erasmus’ In Praise of Follu. 
(This boo,k, which i’s albout four ce;- 
turies old, is good entertainment, 
alml~g will1 being a l~r~oorn Lo s’weep 
away numerous intellectual cob-webs. 
This cl,as& refuses to die. It’s as 
fresh tod,ay as th’e time it was writ- 
ten.) 

9. A collection of H. G. Wells’s 
slh’orvt storimes. (Su.ch a bo’ok of imag- 
inativc, social-mindrod, scientific tales 
will deliglht beginning reladers and 
will point the way to other masters, 
including Shaw, Wilde, Huxley, and 
a ho& ob others.) 

10. A colle~ction of G’uv dse Maup- 
assant’s short stories. (Th.is French- 
man was the siupreme mas’ter of this 
difficult art form. A study of his 
great stories will undoubtedly lead to 
other workers in this field-Chekhov, 
C’orky, Po,e, James, Hardy, and many 
othsers who worked in this rich, lush 
fileld.) 

11. A comedv bv Oscar Wilde, or 
his Ballad of Reading Jail. 

12. A collection of Smcho,penhauer’s 
eways. 

13. Poe’s prose and poe&ry. 
14. Joseph McCabe’s studies in ra- 

tionalism, history, philoso,phy, or sci- 
en#ce. (This great thinker and teach- 
er will serve the beginner as a witse, 
kindly guide into the beautiful gar- 
dens of creative th’ought.) 

15. Rmtol~c Franoe’e stio,ries, re- 
views or esslays. (This French~man 
gives slophisitication to the liberated 
mind, polishes it, makes it urbane, 
gentle, and natural.) 

16. Selected humor from Mark 

Twain, including his Jumping Frog, 
and The Mysterious Stranger, the 
latrtw, Of connse, being L Berions, 
philoso~phi~cal study. 

1’7. A sho,rt history of the world 
slinsce th,e close of the Great War. 
(This is ilmlportant if one is to be 

f’amiliar with the modern world. Such 
a volume is a key to current life, in- 
ternational affairs, government, the- 
ories of progress, etc.) 

18. Great idea.s made simple-in sci- 
ence, econlomics. philosophy, religion, 
colIllll'~rce, &c. - 

- 

19. A d,igest of modern Sexolom, 
covering Freud, Havelock Ellis, l&l 
Cab.e, Fieldinlg, Dr. Robinson, Mar- 
garet Sanger, and others. 

20. One of Ibs’en’s. pl’aps, such as 
Ghosts, The Master Builder, Rosmer- 
sholm, The Wild Dztolc, ox Poor @pt. 
(I’baen is the key to the modern 

dramla, eslpelcially the works of Haupt- 
mann, Sudermann, Gorky, Andreyev, 
Shaw, O’Neill~an$ a zw others.) 

Is movie attendance increasing? 
The U.S. Department of Commerce 

r,eports that the movies in 1936 had 
a weekly attenclan’ce of 88,000,000, an 
increxase of 10 percent over 1935. 
For the first timme since 1929, movie 
revelnues reached $1,000,00~0,000 dur- 
ing 1936. 

4+ 4+ + 
What are %uisance taxes” and how 
much does the federal government get 
from them? 

In his budget message of January 
8, 1937, President Rolos’evelt oalled 
attention to ‘19 “nuisance taxes” 
which will expiire in June and July 
of this year unless L&y are rwwwd 
by Csonpress. If  th’ese 19 taxes are 
continued, the President e&mates 
that the revenue th,ey bring in dur- 
ing the next year will amount t0 
$452,580,000. President Roosevelt 
listed the various “nuisance” l,evies 
and estimabed their income for the 
next year, as PO~lO~Ws: 

MANUFACTURERS’ EXCISE TAXES 
Lubricating oils, $61,360,000. 
Brewers’ wort, malt, etc., $800,000. 
Matches, %6,840,000. 
Gasoline, $190,180,000. 
Electrical energy, $!34,060,000. 
Tires and inner tubes, 29% million 

dollars. 
Toilet preparations, etc., $14,470,000. 
Trucks, $6,700,000. 
Passenger cars and motorcycles, $48~ 

300,000. 
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Car parts or accessories, $7,900,000. 
Radios, phonographs, etc., $7,570,000. 

in a Soviet newspaper. Over a mlap 
Mcchnnicnl rcfrigcratora, $9,96o,ooo. of Czechosllovakia tihe Ru~s&an jour- 
Sporting goods, cameras, etc., $7,- nlal is! alPegea to have run this line: 

460,000. “Our airports in Czechoslovakia.” 
Firearms, shells and cartridges, $2,- The circular was intended to prove 

940,000. th,at the U.S.S.R. wlas building air- 
Chewing gum, $880,000. potis in Czeehoislovakia in antieipa- 
Telephone, telegraph, radio and cable tion o’f an air attack on Germlany. 

facilities, $24,150,000. 
Oil transportation by’ pipeline, $lO,- 

The GermanIs were shown the original 
220000. 

page fr-o’rn the R’uaaian r~~spager, 

Stamp taxes, bond transfers and deeds which didn’t carry the wolrd “Our,” 
of conveyance, $12,300,000. thus m’aking the map merely a report 

Total, $453,680,000. of what the Czechs weme doing in the 
Levies suggested for retention at way of aviation. Did that cause the 

present rates and estimated revenues: Nazis to withdraw their lies? By 
STAMP TAXES 

Issue of securities, $9,400,000. 
no means. Th’e circular was kept in 

Stock transfers, $17,600,000. 
pririt, and is still being used, d’espite 

Sales of produce for future delivery 
the fact that. tihe concoctio’n has been 

$1,830,000. 7 exposed ‘as a rank fraud. That’s the 
Admissions, $15,240,000. way the Hitlerites work, and that’s 
Total, $44,07O,OOO. why I say a million disclaimers from 
Grand total, $496,650,000. Hen#ry Ford can’t move the Nazis SO 

+$ * ,*t lonig as th’ey c’an use Der Intem- 
The Nazia arc making trcmcndous use timzal Jzsdo to QI-ouse hatred for an 
of a book entitled “The International innloce,nt, helpless &people. 
Jew,” which carries the name of Henry e * 
Ford as author. IS this work authentic? What is Russia’s pbpulation, according 

The book, which was never writ- to the I937 census? 
ten or authorized by Hen,ry Ford,. ac- Th,e Soviet Union, beginning Jan- 
cording to his own statements, IS a uary 1, 1937, <sent out l,OOO,OOO cen- 
pack of mendacious lies. Th’e Hi’tler- sus-takers to gaither data for one of 
ites keep the book in circulation de- the most thorough surveys in hismry. 
slpite signed discllaimerls by Mr. Ford. They worked for a we’ek. nlot only 
In a letter to Samuel Untermyer, vi&ing every home but checking ho- 
pregid’ent of the Non-Se&a&an Anlti- t&g, railroad Rtationss, trains, ahi;ps, 
Nazi League to Champion Human tourists, etc. While the final t&ula- 
Rights, E. G. Liebold, writing for tions aren’t ready yet, it’s f;airly safe 
Henry Ford, said that “hse (Fobd) to as#sume that Ruslsi’a’s population 
cannot be credited with its author- is now abtout 180,000,000, th’e grcat- 
ship with.out misrepresentation oif est the oountry has ever known. Un- 
the facts,” and added thlat “steps will d er the czar, a census showed 125,- 
he taken to prevent tdhe eontinued nnn,nnn. Soviet 
mis’ase of his namme in this manner.” 

~sta8t.islt.icians cIaim 
bhat 25 gears henlce Russia’s polpula- 
tion will- be 300,000,000. 

The 1937 cenlsus showed that bhe 
Russian peuple are, werwheSrmi~ng!V, 
disbelievers in, religion. Ablont 90 per- 
cent of the Ressiati peolple betieen 
the ages of eight and 50 are literate, 
as again& only 5 percent in czarist 
times. In 1897, Rus’sia had 300,000 
priests, nuns anfd o,ther profes8sional 
reIig+onipits, and 17,000 witch doe- 
tars, against oply ‘70,000 teatchers and 
17.000 physicians. 

Th’e world w?ll wait iImpatiently 
for the full dilgeslt of the 1937 cen- 
sums, for it promis’es data of the ut- 
most signi,ficance. 

+ * 9 
How may a volume of verse be gotten 
published nowadays, assuming that the 
noetrv is. according to romnctent iudges. 

I can tell Mr. Ford thmat any at- 
tempt to get the N,azi#s to stop cir- 
cubatmg that mess of libels will be 
th’at much wasted effort, f.or the Ger- 
man anti-Semites aren’t interested in 
the truth. They know that Henry 
Ford’s name ‘carries a great dIea 02 
weight throulghout the world and thtat 
their inhuman, scu,rrillous propagan- 
da wilI benefllt by his supposed sup- 
port. It is a part of the Nazi credo 
t,o use any set o,f tactics that will 
enable them to achieve their en’ds. 

An instance of Nazi propaganda 
methods comes to mind as I write 
thi’s. Some months ago the official 
pro8paganNdta department in Berlin re- 
leased a s,en8sational circular tihat con- 
tain,cd a reprodu’ction of an article 
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above average and worthy of publica- 
tion? The poetry is ahilosoohical and 
social in its trend and is often revolu- 
tionary. Please preclude the routine 
mailing of the ms. the round of pub- 
lishing houses. Please comment on the 
status of poetry in American literature 
today, whether it be the fault of the 
poets who fall to give the public whai 
it needs, or the fault of the publishers 
who seek only what “the public wants.” 

Some year’s ago a Kansas City 
politi’cian-it may have been Pen&r- 
ga& hinmelif got off this preci,ous 
line: “Art’s on the bum in Kansas 
City.” In answering your question 
I draw inspiration from this, esthete 
and paraphrase his remark: “Poetry’s 
on the barn in the U.S.” I really 
don’t siee much hope for your volume 
of poetry erc~pt by your offering, 
frankly and simply, to bear all, or 
moislt, of the expense. Of course, I 
don’t publish books that way, so I’m 
nut trying t’o get s’ome money Out of 
you. 

I sismply can’t make the people buy 
poetry. I’ve made sleveral desperate 
attempts, and each time was brought 
to a dead stop by the aplpalling in- 
formati’on that the b’ooks were gath- 
ering d’ust on the shelves and would 
continue doin#g that from now on. 
I’ve b’een amble to’ distribute certain 
kinds of pndry-fmnnws mast~erpiwes 
and classics, like tie Rubaiyat, the 
Ballad of Reading Jail, The Deserted 
Village, The Cottar’s Saturday Night, 
and th,e like--but even here I didn’t 
make much of an impression. Even 
Shakespeare. bv and l’arge. is shied 
away zporn,’ ttioough the-b&t.-kwwn 
p’lays-like Hamlet, Othello, Julius 
Caesar, Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and a 
few others--sell steadily, though 
mai’nly because of substantial orders 
from teachers. 

I’ve d,one all the resisting I can 
stand. The public says no. a thousand 
times no, wXen I offer books of poetry, 
so what can I do? I can’t go on try- 
ing to buck the impossible. After a 
dozen bad flops I decided, callmly and 
sweetly, to lay off whenever a poet 
pops into sight. It an’gers the poet, 
but I’d rather stand his ire than dig 
into a slim treasury that nseeds every 
availaeble doll,ar to cover the expen,se 
of worth-unhil’e,, edalcational, useful 
volumes8 by men like Joseph McCabe 
who turn out high-grade manuscripts 
on history, philosophy, science, re- 

ligion, and related subject,s. You see, 
it doesn’t mean that because a pub 
lisher can’t get anywhere with poeitry, 
it fo;llolws that his audienlce is low- 
browed and tiononic. There are lots 
of intelligent, educated, distcriminat- 
ing readers in this country who will 
greedily swalllow tons of books on 
diffi~eullt subjedts like scien~ce and his- 
tory and yet refuse even a thin ounce 
of pioetry. They’re made that way 
and you’ll n’ever change them in a 
dozen years. 

Whose fault? I d#on’t know. Surely 
not the publisher, for he’d be tickled 
to death to publish a long list of 
poetic works if he thought he had a 
gambber’s chance o,f keeping f%om 
goinmg broke. The people like what 
they like, and thal's that. I don’t 
know how to push th’om over the 
hill. + * * 
Have all the old large-sized one-dollar 
bills been called in by the U.S.? 

It’s albout five vears since the mv- 
er’nment ib’&an “mak’lng small one- 
dlollar bills. Whenever the old-style 
bil.19 shlow ap at th,e banks they tire 
taken out of circulation. Dselspite 
every attelmpt to retire them, it’s re- 
uurkcl that 240,000,OOO are sLil1 out, 
hhich means th&y axe being held by 
coll’ectors or have been lost. I f  they 
never s!hGw UIP, the 9rovernment stands 
to make $240,000;000, minus the &ght 
expense incurred in priniting them. 
I’n my own mail order businese I no- 
tice the old bill’s sho’w up once in a 
whil’e, perhaps two or three per 
mionth, and they are always greeted 
like oBd, lost friends. However, the 
new style bill isn’t looked d,own on. 

Joseph McCabe made the statement 
about 10 years a o 

f 
that when he had 

reached the age o 65 he would probably 
step off the rear of an ocean liner and 
call it a day or a life. How do you 
suppose he feels about it now? 

T’h’e answer should ble written by 
McCabe himself, but as I’m to speak 
for him let me venture the guests that 
he isn’t comrnittinr hari-kari vet be- 
cautae he’s finding Yhimsielf too “useful. 
Whab he must have mea,nlt when he 
wrote as he di,d a decade ago was 
that he assumed his inteillectual la- 
bors might be at an end, which would 
mean that life wouldn’t be worth liv- 
ing any mtore, but as he’s being kept 
busier than ever before it looks as 
though the trip to tihe bon’eyard will 
be postpon,ed indefinitely. Only the 
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other month he and I came to terms 
on a n,ew project that will keep his 
pen scratching f,or quite a while. He’s 
at work on a pet idea of his-an 
A.B.C. library+ of* livp knowledtge. 

I am just an averagz gink. I enjoy The 
Freeman so much that I take real pleas- 
ure in getting others acquainted with 
it. So-I am asking, why is it that the 
ulber average members of the human 
race don’t give you at least a circula- 
tion of l,OOO,OOO? 

Search me, I d’on’t know. But, then, 
maybe the faulit’s mine, for not blow.. 
ing the trumpet a llot louder and at- 
tracting a larger audienlce. Nothing 
woulld suit me better than to have 
that sized body of readers, but for 
the next year or two I’d settle 10 
cents on the do&r, or, raither, on 
100,000 readers instead of the mlllivn 
my sjubscriber seems to think I ought 
to have, I find it quite a job hold- 
ing my gang together at th,e 25,000. 
mark. Maybe my readers could solve 
this problem for me by getting busy 
all along th’e line and talking their 
friends into taking the pa,per. I’m 
all fixed at this end to handle any 
number. 

Is.there any truth to the Nazi complaint 
that the Columbia Broadcasting System 
refused to broadcast a 30-minute speech 
bv Hitler? 

I don’t kn,olw how true it is, but 
at any rate the story go’as thlat Dr. 
Goeibbels, Hibl’er’s minister of propa- 
ganda, o’ffered the Columbia Broad- 
castin’g System a slpeech by Hitler, 
which was to be aocepted on a free 
basis, but the ofhcials replied they 
wou!ld be willing to accelpt the broad- 
cast if Dr. Goebbles would accept for 
Germ’any’s radio shtio,ns, during the 
same 30 minutes, a speech by Rabbi 
Step’hen S. Wise. For some stranlge 
reason the Nazi propagandist re- 
fused to play ball. 

Is it true that 1909 pennies are worth 
$2.50? 

I never answer any questions deal- 
ing wilh the markel price of ~Jbrnps 
or ooins. I kntow there are quite a 

to “Call” my reader’s gag, for that’s 
what it is. I can tell him, in all seri- 
ouane~s, that 1909 pennies are not 
worth $2.50 lb’ut $19.09. Now while 
I’m at it, don’t ask me if it& true 
that the fur in~tereats have, hired the 
father of the Dionne quintuplets to 
give pep talks to rabbits.) 

Please comment on Knmmnrer’a ntnte- 
ment that our cost of living will go up 
109 percent in the next few years. 

Dr. Edwin W. Kemmerer, professor 
of econonti~cs at Prirxxton University, 
mlade that prophecy before th,e Amer 
ican Finance Conference, according 
bo a statement by Silas Bent in The 
New Republic, January 20, 1937. Eco- 
nomi’cs is a science, and a profesisor 
of acronomms should always use, aci- 
entifio methods when treating ques- 
tisons connected with his subject. I 
assert it’s impossible to dislccusls Kem- 
merer’s statement scientificall be- 
cause his fiorecast is co~mplote y  un- P 
scientific. For example, h’e states 
definitely that the hik’e will be 109 
percent, whi#ch is a sensational proph- 
ecy. He then beoomes completely in- 
definite by saying this calamitous de- 
velo,pm,ent will take place “in the 
next few years.” Now just what is 
thiat worth, “in the next, feiw years”? 
If the increlase is tlo be exactly 109 
percent, the profcnnor shnald balanre 
that figure with an exact date, which, 
of course, he can’t do. Tiherefore, my 
only c;omment is that Dr. Kem,merer 
should be put und’er arrest by our 
G-men for failure to take out the 
usual $2 prophet’s license which must _. 
be anplliemd for under o’ath before the 
Federal Bureau o,f Prophets? Licenses, 
established by law on the 32nd of 
Dmecember, 1938. 

Here in Grants Pass, Oregon, we have 
no colore,d or dark-skinned people what- 
ever and never have had. Then the 
CCC camps became filled with negroes 
and other riff-raff from here and there, 
and now when you walk along the 
streets with your wife or lady friend 
it reminds one of lower Seventh avenue, 
in New York City, when the fur work- 

few people who are interested in such ers congregate r&d take up all the 
information. esmeci,allv stamp,.coIlec- sidewalk space. The worst part of it is 

too we- they can’t or don’t talk ‘English. Isn’t 

cialized for the general public. There it about time that people who want to 

are publi’cations galore for people who stay here ought at least to be forced to 

like to read about stamps or c’oins, 
talk English? I think papers and other 
nerinrlirnla nrintorl in snv nthnr lnnnrraaa 

so I ‘beg to be excused. (However, 1 should be abolished. Somehow or other, 
don’t want to miss the oprpotinity I can’t seem to be as tolerant as you 
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are. I sure try to be, but guess 1’11 
never make it. 

T,he reader who saFomi8tted the fore- 
going questions betrays every sign and 
proof of n&education and prejudice. 
Ju#st because he ha,ppeaed to be born 
with a pork-colored skin. he thinks he’s 
better &an the next fellow, who hapi 
pened to be born maho,gany-colored, 
or perhaps black. A black-hued man 
walked down the street at a time my 
realder thought it wodd be better if 
Grants Pass were given over entirely 
to pork-oolareld people. Why? Be- 
cause my prejud’iced reader-I’m 
really ash!ameld to admit I have such 
riff-raff as readers, but you know 
how an editor can’t be choosy about 
who sub’scribes-felt he was superior 
tlo the hlark individnal. TOP evidence? 
Search me., It may be that that 
bl’ack man wias a fine musician, a good 
melchanic, a dloctor, a poet, a .fariner, 
or aornetl~i~ equally useful and dig- 
nified-ibut lbecaus,e his ,dskin didn’t 
happen to fit the notions of the gent 
whosle skin undoub&edly llooks like a 
slisce of cold pork just beEore it’s 
mssde into a slanfdwich, he’d have the 
CCC camps made over so that such 
things couldn’t happen again. From 
his letter I can’t see the least sign of 
intelligence in my reader, s~o I w&der 
iud what it is he bases hi,s feeling 
of s!uperiority on. Think OX the stu- 
pidity of a man who would forbid any 
langulage other than English in the 
U.S.! Think of the dumbn8ess of a 
man v/h’0 would suggest that all 
publieatilons islsued in any language 
other than English shoul’d be SUP- 
preslsed! And &ink of my having to 
admit. that such a chuckl’e-head is a 
member of my family of devout, pio,us, 
&d-fearing. * readers It 
si’ckens rnle to tlAyf&e to falce’ with 
subscri”oers who show dislusting 
symptoms of raci’al prejuclic& My 
Grants Pass reader should move to 
Germany, where he’d make a perfect 
Nazi and woujld always feel at home. 
He s&ply doesn’t belong in a civil- 
ized, decent c?ntrp 

* 
What are the Ii:-spans of spiders, 
crabs and leeches? 

Spidjers, 10 to 15 years; crabs, 20 
years ; leechesL20 yea’rs. 

l + 9 

What’s your opinion of The Reader’s 
Digest t 

This immensely succes’sful enter- 
prise is one of the miracles of the 

business s#idie of publishing. The lit- 
tle n&li~cation has a circullation of 
alsmost ~,OOO,OOO cotpies per month, 
an,d its profits are immense. 

The editors put a great deal of ef- 
fort into the -magaz.ne’s 128 pIages, 
and are, withsout question, the ablest 
condenjsers of non-fiction arti~cle~s and 
bo;oks in the country, if not in the 
world. I always read this publmatlon, 
though I often feel it puts too much 
emphlasis on the conventional side of 
politks, economics, social probkxns, 
etc. But. then, iits owrmrs are shrewd 
businessm~en who know just what the 
business office needs. 

However one may dislike the edi- 
to& conservati,sm, one can’t deny they 
knlow what the average literate per- 
son is intcrcstcd in, onmd, by and 
large, they give gosod value for what 
they’re paid. I never fail to find at 
least two or three articles of genuine 
help in each iye. 

* * 
What’s your opinion of The New Masses 
magazine? 

I’ve been a steady reader of this 
magazine for some years and must 
confess I don’t think my time or 
1110ne.y w-e well spent. I pat an iclea 
out. of it once in a long time, but 
not often enough to warrant the 
energy I must expend. These Masses 
ed~itore are cocksure about everything, 
but a careful examination of what 
th’ey have to say betrays their snper- 
fieial knowledge of the great subjecbs 
thev discuss so ~liblv. The liberal 
New Republic and-Nason, much criti- 
cized by Masses editors. contain more 
of worth in a single issue than you’ll 
finfd i!n a whole year of The New 
Masses. I suppose I’ll continue tak- 
ina the p&lieation-.-more out Of 
habit than-anylthing else-for I rare- 
ly find anything in it worth quoting 
and have never met up with a s:ingle 
Xea that it presented in a scientific, 
informlative way. In other words, 
The New Masses is too mu& the 
par&an prospagandisk to be trust- 
worthhy. It’s more interestted in e,s- 
tablishirrg it,s ca,se than in seeking 
to achi’eve truth. At tha.t, it% just 
about the besit, C~omnmunist putI+;- 
tion in E;chcount-ry, but that Isa t 
saying because Communist 
journlalism in’ the U.S. has always 
been on a low plane. Its fin& cousin, 
The Daily Worker, isn’t as bad as it 
used to be, but it’s still pllenty awful. 
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Until a few yeans ago The D&Z8 
Worker was tlhe worst lying sheet il 
the country, but several ch(anges 01 
editiors have su,cceeded in toning 
down the outright lying, but Thea 
doesn’t mean the paper is of an3 
real value, for the edi’tors still real 
and bellow withowt making muel 
slense. Believe it. or not, I hard11 
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ever get a para,gr;aph o&t of anj 
American C~om~munist puhlicatior 
when I’m looking for materi,al deal. 
in,g wiLh the Slnviet Union. one of ms 
special stibjectq as Free&n reader; 
know. If you want to know whalt’z 
going on in l%us,sia, you have, to gc 
to mediums o’ther than the official 
Communi& organs. They’re so busy 
paint’ing Russia a,s a paradise that 
one doesn’t even l’ook for fads, he- 
cause there are nlone to be had. In 
bri’ef. Amerilclan Commundti. eme- 
eially. in its joulrnalism, is repr&en&xl 
by a bunch of lunkheads. The.y Lhink 
they’re smarter than anyone -in the 
wor~ld. but the least inveetiPation 
s’hould convinlce an intelligent high- 
s’choaol stubent that thev am iusit a 
lot of show..lofFs. If  it’a”Moxo6 gold 
that keeps their wheels greased, it 
means that Stalin and hi,s crowd arc 
a pretty dumb lat, for trheir money 
is being wasted. The ignorancle and 
in,comaatence of American Clommunist 
journ&ts arz appalling. 

+3 * 
What’s the hesi way to get rid of vis- 
itors? 

There’s no single systiem that’s 
guaranteed to dlo the job. My favor- 
ite practi’ce 6s to receive certiain kinds 
of visitom in bhe main busiwas of&e 
ins,tead of inviting them inlto.my of- 
fiae. Out there I aan aMend $0 my 
b~ueines~s and when the last word’s 
been s,aid, politely bow myself out of 
&lht. Th’ose thsat manage to barge 
their wav int#o mv own office are real- 
ly hard tie handle, but my fiavorite, 
whi’ch often works. is to luee~ stand- 
ing unt?l the talk-&t vilsitior -says his 
belated goo’d-bye. 

Senator James W,atson, in his re- 
eenit b,o’ok, As Z Knew Them, tells 
what systems our Presidlents used, as 
fnllinws: 

“Grant drilled them out; Hayes, 
the first abstentionist, dried them 
out; Garfield preached them out; 
Arthur smiled and bowed them out: 
Cleveland, in his first term, nudged 
and elbowed them out; Harrison 
froze them out; Cleveland, in his 

second term, crowded them out; 
McKinley loved them out: Rnnae- 
velt rode them out; Taft laughed 
them out; Wilson shut them out al- 
together; Harding joked them out; 
Coolidge let them talk themselves 
out, and Hoover just went out with 
them.” 

* : + 
It is claimed in soze uzartern that the 
recently signed pact between Germany 
and Japan is not dIrected against ,the 
Soviet Union but against the Cornintern 
(Third International with hearlqnnrtnra 
at Moscow). Please comment. 

A pact between the,* two great 
militiarv no8wersi wo’uld have no mean- 
ing if” lk were aimed only at the 
Communist Intern~ati~onal t Cornin- 
tern), fmor that b’ody has n’o army or 
navy-in fact, al’1 i.t has is a build- 
ing. The pa’ct, of course, was ailmed 
at the Rnssi’an Povernmenrt. and for 
a clear admissiog of this f$ct I-need 
nntly mffer my readers to Reiiji Kuro- 
da, well-kno-wn Japan<ese journalist, 
who, in the authoritative puiblic~ation 
m economic affairs, Diamond, admit- 
b?d tihe German-Japanese agreement 
is real’ly a constract that aims to bring 
shout a ioint as~sault on the Soviet 
Union. He kavs: 

!  ’ 

, 

I 

“War with the U.S.S.R. is the des- 
tiny of Japan, whatever the pacifists 
may sav. There is onlv one way 
out for Japan, and that is to anni- 
hilate the advance of the Soviet 
Union in the Far East. Japan had 
to sign an agreement against the 
U.S.S.R. with some country that also 
considers the Soviet Union its dead- 
1Y enemy. . . . The necessity of 
concluding an agreement with West- 
ern powers can bc undcretood only 
as that of creating an instrument 
for carrying out Japan’s iron policy 
to thrust the U.S.S.R. back into the 
Arctic regions.” 

I rather d’ouibt this piact is going 
to b&g Germany and Jalpan the easy 
pickings tihey covet, for the Ras- 
sians are thoroughly alarmed and are 
putting ‘every ounce elf energy into 
the gigan& ta’sk of preparing the 
r?ountrg against CXP WtiXl assaults 
fr’om 6he Wiest and the Easlt. I have 
already given nu’merous figures deal- 
ing with Ru,s&an armament.s and 
organizations, espelclally in tih,e fielcls 
If  avilation. slubmarin’es. man Dower. 
:tc. The f&s seem to’ indicsate thai; 
:he S.oviet Union is making every POS- 
iible sacrifice tie keep Hitler and 
lapanese imperialism from &ealing its 
:ountry and forcing its people to move 
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up into the Arctilc regimens. From in- 
formation I have already given my 
reader’s,. it seems olear that Rus,sia 
doesn’t intend to neglect its vast Arc- 
tic dmomain-for tih,alt part of the 
world is ri’ch in manly natural re- 
sources, especially gold and otiher 
minerals-but tlhat doe,sn’t imply they 
intenld to surrender their territory in 
more salulbrious s8elctions. 

* +3 * 
Is birth control a oroduct of recent 
science? 

Dr. Norman E. Himes. of the SO- 
ciology Departm~sn~t, C’o’gate Univer- 
sity, reviewed the history of contrla- 
ception and poinmted out that the 
Ebers papyrus, of 1850 B.C., con- 
tairxs de,acri,ptilons of chemdcal means 
of bir,th control. He alsu cllaims that 
the so-called Rhythm Method-the 
“,safufe perio#d”--“dates back to pri*mi- 
tive soci&y, but that the variation in 
women was sso great that it co’uld not 
be relied on.” 

HQW many witches did the Puritans 
burn? 

The common error that New Eng- 
land,ers burned wiltches is hard to 
correct. The slury persists despite 
al’1 efforts at sestting the r’ecord 
straight. Th,erc was no w?t8ch-hurn- 
ing at Salem, but it’s a fact t$at 19 
so-called witches were hanged in that 
Massachusetts:towr in+ 1692. 

“One of YOU; rezers*suggested hav- 
ing only one page for questions and an- 
swers, the rest for articles. We’d like 
the articles all right, but do have more 
than one page of qnestinns and answers. 
It gives subscribers an opportunity to 
find out the truth concerning many con- 
troversial subjects that interest them. 
I don’t know where else they could get 
information that wasn’t doctored to 
please Catholic bigots.“-J. Matthews, 
Wilmington, “71. 

* * 
“Your artic;: i,” the March 

in 
1937, 

Freeman on dangerous drugs cos- 
metics and patent medicines was most 
timely-especially for those DOOR IWO- 
ple looking for a panacea. Such courage 
as yours is to be commended.“-Albert 
Press, Salt Lalcc C%y, U+tah. 

“I read The Freeman regularly. It is 
-second to none. There is only one thing 
better than a 
another 

T;L;~;E The Freeman- 
copy. Salamanchuk, 

Spangler, Pa. 
* a+ * 

“Congratulations upon the work YOU 
are doing through your Freeman rela- 

tive to combating anti-Semitism and 
other social injustIces.“-R. Y. Cuttam, 
Richfield, Utah. 

* 4+ * 
Newell Martin, Turkey Lane, Hunting- 

ton, Long Island, N.Y., gives me advice 
which I shall study carefully. for I 
know him to be 82 years old,- a mem- 
ber of the New York bar for 60 years, 
and otherwise decorated with all sorts 
of venerability and respectability. His 
words of wisdom: 

‘,I beg you not to listen to people 
who ask you to make The Freeman 
a weekly. It has life and fire. Peo- 
ple listen more attentively to a 
preacher who comes once a month 
than to a preacher who dilutes his 
thoughts in weekly sermons. The 
Freeman is one of the few voices 
against Fascism and against re- 
ligion. Mar it be. for years. loud 
and clear.“. 

+ 4* * 
“In the February, 1937, Freeman, you 

state that in the days of Galileo (in 
ihe 16t.h Century) it was heresy to be- 
lieve that the earth is round. Now, the 
Fact is that after the discovery of Amer- 
ca by Columbus, and particularly after 
‘he circumnavigation of the earth by 
Mngellan (round 1520), the Catholic 
Church admitted the roundness of the 
3arth. The heresy of Galileo and his ilk 
lid not consist in preaching that the 
?arth was round but merely in maintain- 
ing that the earth moves round the 
gun.“-S. Elkin, N.Y.C. 

* * + 
“I have been a professional writer for 

t goodly number of years now and still 
:ry to sell stuff from time to time but 
i can truthfully say that I have yet to 
meet a more courteous, reliable and 
honest editor than E. Hal’deman-Julius. 
Kence long may you, the Blue Book 
:ompany and the nlant flourish.“-From 
a well-known author. 

“I have just finished reading Joseph 
McCabe’s ‘History of the World Since 
1918’ after having read his ‘Key to Cul- 
ture’ and all the other wealth of his 
writings that you have brought forth, 
and can’t resist the temptation to tell 
you that if you never did another thing, 
the fart that you have brought the 
lucid, informative, sparkling output of 
:hat Deer of writers within the financial 
reach of all of us, should call for a 
tnn and II half of nraise for vou.“- 
Laurence A. Brtj Saida, Colo. 

“Your paper is tite most interesting 
If the few I read. In fact, I cannot 
ray enough in favor of it other than 
[ intend to get you more subscribers in 
my community. I admire your humor, 
wit, tart, and facts in answering the 
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questions. The same goes for the book ;- 
b$; you publish.“-Edmund G. Maxwel 1, 

. 
* 9 * 

Editor, The American Freeman: 
A good neighbor, staunch Catholic 

just past three score and 10, stoppeN 
one day for a talk with me, a frequen 
occurrence. After the usual hour’s dis 
agreement we concluded that my ma 
terialistic views and his bible-founde 
ideas could hardly coincide. 

:, 
d 
.t 
I- 
.- 
a 

: 
e 

A part of our conversation follows 
Neighbor-drawing a line on th 

road--” That’s when Adam was born”- 
another line-“’ ’ lhere’s the flood, 2,70 
years later”-another line-“That’s th 
birth of Christ 2,000 years more”-thm 
last line-“That’s 2,000 years more tl 
the present day. Now we have the corn 
plete chronology, with no break in thl 
succession of biblical characters, fo 
those 6,000 years from Adam.” 

Me--“’ * lhe geologists can prove tha 
man was present on the earth betweer 
the first and second glacial period, a 
least 250,000 and maybe 750,000 year 
ago.” 

e 
r 

Neighbor--“There was a man on tha 
earth over a quarter of a million year! 
ago?” 

Me-“Yes.” 

e 

g ; 

Neighbor-reaching in one pocket fo: I !  
a paper and in another pocket for i 1 i 
peucil- “What was this man’s name?’ 1, !  

Now I think that would stumo Josepl ‘I 
McCabe. 
Mimes Landing, B.C., Canada 

B. J. JOHNSOi’ 
4% z t 

“The set of -Que‘stio& and Answer! 
we recently bought is very useful, in 
dexed as it is. The books are hand 
somely bound, and should be quick sell 
ers.“b-W. Matthews, Wilmington, Del 
(We now have nine large volumes o 
Questions and Answers which may bc 
had, prepaid, f; o?y $95.) 

Editor, The American Freeman: 
R~gnrcling the anggfv4tinn recentls 

made by one of your readers that, be, 
cause of a raucous voice and other phys 
ieal characteristics, Hitler may not be 
a homosexual at all, or, if so, is of the 
active, or Roehm type, permit me to say 
that, in my opinion, these physical char- 
acteristics mean little, or nothing. 

Jt is popularly anppoaerl that the 
pansy, or receiving, class is of effem. 
inate type, but my observation is that 
this is not so: that at least nine of 
evmy 10 pansips RTC of a dm4rled he- 
man type physically, anmd that the more . . 

: ’ 

;I masculine a pansy appears, the more 
impelling is his obsession. And I be- 
lieve *that the great bulk of men of . . * > 

Nhal did you lhink UP Frank Harris’ 
‘My Life and Loves,” and can the book 
be purchased in the U.S.? 

Frank Harris’ auf&iography 
‘which- can te, had only thTou,gh su,b- . femmme type are not nomosexuam at ( 

all. I know all this does not seem rea- rosa cnannelsl impresses me as a 

sonable, but it is true, nevertheless. 1 
have lived in large cities, in contincn- 
tal U.S., virtually all my life, and it is 
in large communities. where ldentitiea 
are lost, that the activities of these 
strange folk can best be observed, since 
obviously approaches in small commun- 
ities are made only with great danger 
to themselves. 

I believe you are right about Hitler. 
And I believe you are right about the 
reason for the beheading of those two 
beautiful women some little time since. 
And to my minsd the recent beheading 
of a popular male actor in Germany is 
not inconsonant wlth this-perhaps he 
spurned the “Furore’s” attentions. 
Dead men tell no tales, and the form 
of death would satisfy Hitler’s disap- 
pointment, and his resentment. 
Ponce, Puerto Rico J. E. RODRIGUEZ + * 

“Enclosed f&i $l”for renewal to The 
Amerlean Freeman. I darn near over- 
looked this, and I wouldn’t miss an is- 
sue for $10.“-F. A. Breeden, Harris- 
burg, Va. 

*a $* * 
“We enjoy The American Freeman 

J 

very much: it is a goad to me, a chal- 
lenge to be ‘up and doing.’ Some of 
your wit is exceptionally keen and bril- 
liant, and I like your pungent, racy 
style. At times I am mildly shocked by 
some of your smart smut (I was born 
and brought up a Catholic, but have 
recovered nicely) but I believe shocks 
are good for us.“-Ida Peterson, Holden, 
Alta.. Canada. 
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“I have read Joseph McCabe’s “His- 
tory of the World Since 1918.” This 
book should circulate bv the millions. 
it strips the false glamour from states- 
men and their policies and lays bare 
the cesspool of hypocrisy and corrup- 
tion at the fountain-head of govern- 
menl.“-Walter Roper, Safford, Arlz. 

We agree that McCabe’s new hook 
should be read wi,dely, and in order to 
lelp bring this historical review to the 
Jublic it deserves, we are offering to 
give a FREE copy to every person who 
rends $1 for a year’s subscription to 
rhe American Freeman, or renews his 
mbscription now regardless of when it 
expires. (Canada and foreign, 91.25.) 
idd 20~ for packing, handling an,d car- 
,iage. Remit by cash, postal money or- 
ler or “small” U.S. stamps. (Add 10~ 
o check.) Address: The American Free- 
uan, Girard, Kansas. 
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du:ll pieoe of work. His endless reoord 
of .eluunl triu~nq& OVOF women got 
tiresome. As a piece of literNature it 
stru~ck me as secondrate, for Harris 
never impressed me as being a liter- 
ary giani. He coul’d, to my notion, 
write only modserately well, but. as an 
editor he had an uneanny knaok for 
heina ahle to pick future big-sho’ts. 
I knew Frank Harris very well, 
spending #a great deal of time with 
h.im, and he always impressed me 
as & spectacular personality-explo- 
sive. violent. briBiant-but uncler- 
neath it all1 very shallow. I remem- 
ber introdu~cing hlim to Charlie Chap- 
lin, an,d how, for hours on end, he 
regaled us with his impressions of 
men and events-most of them lies, 
of cour~c. but intcrcsting, fswcinat- 
ing lies,. ’ I believe h’e k;imew every- 
biody worzlh knowing during more 
thtan a half century, but the roman- 
ticist in him wa,s so powerful that 
he couldn’t stomach celebrities as 
thley were, so he remade bhem-a sort 
of tin-pot God-and made them some- 
wlhat clever, but always seeing to it 
that they served to make Frank Har- 
ris a giant among m~ortals. It was 
always they who Sa$d the half-right 
things, but it was always Frank Har- 
rims wh’o shot. back at them with the 
perfect retortbrilli~ant snatches that 
came to li9e only while he was talk- 
ing. But that didn’t make him less 
interesting. 

/ 

The scoundrel was r&ten from 
head to heel. but that ,didn’t drive 
oelelbnities from him. YOU never 
oo111d take Prank Harris’ word for 
anything, and as for m’oney mlatters, 
the man was born crooked. He’d 
steal a dime from a blind beggar. In 
his delalings with edi;tors and pub- 
lishers he didn’t stop at anytthing to 
get money, frequently selling the 
same manuxript tie t&v0 or more con- 
cerns and letting them fight it OU& at 
the proper ti,me, anmd when they turn- 
ed to Hlarris for help he would de- 
no~nce both publiahcre w rogues a+ 
rush to a third publisher and get sltlll 
more money. He robbed me several 
times even though he posed a’s mY 
friend but I conkln’h hlelp liking the 
dlirty Sneak, and once when he slold 
me his biojgraphy of Oscar Wilde he 
&ked another publisher on to me, 
who warned me again& toucihing his 
(the publisher’s) literary PrOPertY. 

When I hunted up Harris and faced 

As for Harris’ opinion of himslelf 
as a wriitjer, he frankly tol#d me tihat 
be considered one of his short stories 
-1 forget the title-the greatest piece 
of literature ever to cotme from the 
pen of man, barring tihe Bibl’e’s yarn 
about, the woman taken in adultery. 
I demurred, telling him I didn’t 
think much of that little sgeeeh Jesus 
mado t* the woman who, had “s%nnsd,” 
so h’e decided to drop that reference 
to the wo,msan 6aken in adul,tery and 
admct s~imply that his .tales were the 
mightiest works of hiterature ever 
to pop from the noo’dh of genius. I 
always thought he was a pretty good 
stlory writer, but I never thought 
enough of them to go into spaems 
whenever they were mentioned. I 
publisshed sjome of hi;s stori8es in Lit- 
tle Blue Book florm bwause I liked 
them, but I didn’t insist they were 
better than Guy de Maupassant. But 
Harris woddn’t h#ave it any other 
way than to h’ave m,e believe I was 
buying things that were pri,cele~ss, 
that would live forever, and that I 
would achieve immortalib merely 
by h’avinfg been one of the means of 
keeping h,is fiction in print, which 
was plain ,hooey, of cour,se. 

I remember after returning to 
Girard he called me long dist’ance one 
a&ernoon and spent 45 mindes chat- 
ting w’ith mc over the phone. I don’t 
know what it cost,s to call from New 
York City to Girard, Kansas, and talk 
45 minutes, but iit mu,52 be plenity, 
and everytthing hie said could have 
been tol,d on a postelard. I found out 
batter that he wasn% being generous 
in order to t&k with n~e about him- 
self, that the oall co,st. hifm l’ess than 
a penny postcar8d beoaus)e he was 
l’e,aving for Europe a few d,ays llater 
and d’idn? intend paying the l&z- 
phone company. 

Harris always tried to pose as a 
q-eat figure in international politics, 
espacially during the World W’ar. 
Of course, he couldn’t kid me, for 
I knew any propaganda office could 

him with his perfidy, he broke into 
tears and got anoth,er $500 out of 
me. 

I f  we are to b’elieve Frlank Harri’s, 
he slept with every beautif,u,l woman 
from Ma~sc~ow to Denver, and while 
I’ll admit h,e had far more than his 
share, I’m positive he didn’t h,ave 
more than a tenth of the females he 
clai’med. 
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hire hiss pen by paying h,im $25 morf 
than the opposition. He f,ought like 
a demon for Germany before we weni 
in’to thie Wsorl’d War, (but that was b#e, 
cause he w’as on Bernsltorf’s pay-rol: 
and wrote what he djid because Ger 
many p,aimd hiim, like any other liter 
ary proatitute. He wa#s especilaB> 
sore at the British at. the time be 
cause he had been driven ou’t of Eng 
land ‘a short time b’efore, the author 
it& having ca’ught him in the ad 
of bl~ac~kmailin~g rich aml powerful 
Britishers through threats to publish 
unsavory things in hi’s periodical. 1 
believe th,e rumors to %A effect were 
absolu8tely true. Th’e man had a per- 
feet genius for finding out thiat I2014 
So-andSo had syphi$ that Earl 
Blank. liked boys, that Vrscount Blub- 
;;d d,‘,d oc$eer thmgs with women- 

He got out of England 
and stayed’out, for they had the goods 
OIL hbm, bu% they were afraid to slep 
him into jail where he belonged for 
fear he woulid spill all the dint he 
knew, and God knows he knew plenty. 

And what a liar he could be! He’d 
invite me to h,is home, treat me like 
a guest, and touch me for $20. Later 
he would be over at the Br~voort. at. 
intg a $20 dinnler, with imported 
wines, and when he saw me he’d y@ll 
to me with that aImlazing bass. wicc 
of his and invite rn’e over lor a pini 
of w,ine I’d plaid for with money 1 
had been given to understand WOUND 
go to the landlord in order to keen 
a roof over Hlarris.’ h’ead. 

And yet, I’d go back for more. Why: 
Because, to be frank, he was worth 
evervthing he cost, for the dirty 
soalawagalways puat on a good show 
even though it was expensive. He was 
on~ tian -tin ~co&-~ Aways be gener- 
ous with other people’s money. He’d 
give you a bonse and lot, if itt be 
l~oncred to someone else. He was al- 
ways1 the perfe’ct snob-ever polite to 
aeo&e who h’ad plenty of money, so 
ion,g as h’e felt %here wa,s a chance 
of gelttine some of it for himself, 
but i,f be got it in60 his sen&ive 
skull that Mr. Moneyiba,gs didn’t 
intend to part with any, the old lit- 
erary g-iara~ would grow independed, 
th,und,er ins&s, and tell the rich boor 
to get the Hell out of his sight. He 
hated b’usted people, like himself, for 
he never knew what to do, with them, 
and they might, try to borrow some 
of his borrowed money. 1% never 

Eorsget how he acted when slome guy 
gave him a rubber check. When it 
bounce8d ‘back, he rushed into print in 
the next iss#ue of his m,agazine, warn- 
ing the world agaiast a certain crook 
who was passing out hot checks, 
whiclh was amusing to those X&J 
knew what a Frank Harris check was 
worth. The lousy lilttIe crook simpIy 
couldn’t stand the sight o,f a cruek. 

I don’t know h’ow I happenled to get 
darted on this line of drivel. I guess 
J’d better cut it short sow, before I 
begin telling some neally personal 
things about Frank Harris. one of 
the strangest clhara~cters ever to walk 
throu.gh the typ’l; of:iterature. 

‘@The Freeman continues to be the 
most interesting and informative jour- 
nal thal CULII~S LU my attention.“-L. J. 
Hedgecock. Pittsbure. Kansas. - , 

+s g g+ 
“The Freeman is a gold mine of in- 

Curmaliull.“-Pierre Au&q Akron, 0. 
+$ l > * 

Do you think our people are becoming 
less prudish about sex matters, espe- 
cially in the fight on venereal diseases? 

T$he s6gn.s all point tlo a more in- 
&FgeF ~approach to khis great prob,. 

p~o~ll, t&en rcccnglg by th’e 
In&twte of Public Opinion, show,ed 
that, 90 percent of tlhe people of the 
U.S. are in favor of lifting the puri- 
tan,iaal Palboos a.gainst open w’arfare 
on syphilis and goniorrhea and ble- 
lieve that the federal government 
should join in a natimon-v&e fight to 
starnIp out these diseases. President 
Roosevelt, in his recent. letter to the 
300 do’cbors and sjolcial workers Who 
attended a conference calle~I )Jy Sur- 
geon General Paraan, called for a 
vigorous cta~m~pai~gn to s:ta,mp out ve- 
nereal dhseasjes and offered the fa- 
zilities of tihe U.S. government and 
its monev to reduce and evenntually 
wilpe ‘out” two ailment’s that, could be 
eliminated in about a generation if 
the problem were alpproached in a de- 
tached, objective, .soientific slpirit, un- 
:louded by the mists of religion and 
church morality. Even our newspa- 
pers-for too long slkitiish about. even 
menOiloning the diseases by name, pre- 
ferring to refer to them with nqueam- 
is,h euphemisms-are beginning to 
bhrow off their old fmalse mod&y and 
are mentiomng the diseases by name. 
J?hat in itself i,s someth’ing of a minor 
revolution. In all this, we’re on the 
right road, but it’s’ a sad fact that 
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even 10 percent of our people alctual- 
ly st,nnd opposed to ridding hmnanity 
of venereal d~i:sea,see for fear tlbe pea- 
ple wilml feel fre’e to go on a sexual 
binge. They sihut their eyes to the 
fact t:h#ait the sexual impulse is SO 
strong Ohat million~s of people permit 
th~e~mselve8s to be infected rather than 
g,o withmout sexual exnerience. Edi- 
toas know how blind the conventison- 
bound 10 percent are, and, while on 
thi,s point, let. me add that there are 
CYC~I some reedehs of thi’s peaper who 
write me vigorous1 protestst against 
the few advert&ments I print which 
offer rubber goods-a fairly safe 
form of diseas#e prevention-at low 
prilces. They always pose as p&e 
of sweet reasonableness who seek 
only for the refiined things i#n life, 
and that rubber goods are vulgar, 
coarse, immaoral things ovlhisch should 
not be advertis!ed lest th.ey c’all at- 
tention to lewdness and orgies of sex. 
Sulch peomple don’t object to the pres- 
enlee of the twin diseases of sex- 
ttiey actulally believe th’ey are good 
things in that they serve as police- 
men for “morality.” But, by Gawd 
an’d bv Jee-zus, they’re Ia disaplpear- 
ing n&o&-, and l’et’s hope they go 
juimlp into theihlan$esi lake. 

Is it a fact that the Gutenberg Bible 
was the flrst orlnted buuk? 

I certainly clon’t want to detract 
frolm th’e greatnes:s of Johann Guten- 
berg-whosje magnificent contribution 
to slo.ciety will ble celm&rat8ed Wrough- 
out the world in 1940, the year of 
the 500th anniversary of the inven- 
tion of pprintinjg-but the famous 
“Gutenberg Bible” is, nlot the first 
nrinteld book, according to an article 
in the Deeember, 1936, Znlctnd Printer, 
a good anithority in thi’s field. The 
article. written by Doulglas C. lKc- 
Murtrie, asserts: 

“Far from being the first book 
ever printed, the book usually re- 
ferred to as the Gutenberg Bible 
was certainly preceded from the 
press by 15 or 20 publicaliuns whtcb 
have been preserved to us in vary- 
ing stages of completeness, not t0 
speak of others undoubtedly print- 
ed which have succumbed to the 
ravages of time. It may, however, 
be properly referred to as the most 
important book issued from the 
early press. 

“Furthermore, the ‘Gutenberg’ 
Bible was probably printed, not by 
Gutenberg, but by his erstwhile as- 

sociates, Fust and Schoeffer. There 
is far greater likelihood that Gut- 
enberg printed another and much 
rarer edition of the scriptures, 
known to experts as the 36-line 
Bible, because there were that many 
lines of type on each page. 

“The evidence points to the prob- 
ability that Gutenberg was work- 
ing at Strasbourg as early as 1439 
on his invention, which has since 
come generally to be regarded as 
the most important invention in the 
history of mankind. As it is im- 
possible to fix on the exact date of 
Gutenberg’s original conception of 
typography, 1940 has been deter- 
mined upon as the year to cele- 
brate the achievement, previous cen- 
tenaries having been observed in 
1640, 1740, and 1840. This celebra- 
tion will be shared in by printers’ 
organizations all over the world.” 

* a+ +s 
1s there any truth to the popular be- 
lief that the practice of birth control 
leads to sterility? 

This oommon notilon is just another 
piece of bunk. Dr. Cheri dppel, of 
ihe Morrisania Hospital, conducted 
in inqu#iry at the Birth Control Clin- 
call Remsearch Bureau, and found 
:h!ere is no factual basis ffor the be- 
‘ie’f that, contraceptives or birth con- 
;r!ol devices cause sterility. He Isays 
$500 of the bur’eau’s records were 
:tudieNd and it was’ found that 66 pcr- 
aenrt of the wornlen became pregnant 
Nilthin 90 days after they stofpped 
xsing preventatives. He adds: 

“From these statistics we may at 
least infer that the time required 
for conception to occur in those 
women who have used the clinic 
method of contraception is of no 
greater duration than that observed 
in those not using contraceptives.” 

9 * + 
The Hestand Clinic, Houston, Texas, 
:laims it can cure cancer. Please com- 
nent. 

I Bave read carefully the booklet 
ssrued by this s#o-called clinic, w&h 
s run by “Dr.” David M. Hestand. 
: mahe ihe charge that the man is a 
xazen quack. The nIlan took a 
course at Baylor, in Texas, and therle- 
Yore h’as the right to call himself a 
nedical do&or, but competent author- 
ties as,sert that the institution is 
vithout standing in the medical 
vorld. But even if Blaylor were 
worthy of re.sple’ct, Hestand would 
&ill be b,eBow contempt, beeaus’e he 
itas thrown over all the fine ethical 
deals of the men and women who are 



E. Haldeman-Julius 61 

trying to be true to the spirit of 
sci~entifilc medicine. 

I have receivd many letters from 
Freeman readersMost of them suf 
ferin’g from cancer--lasking not only 
about He&and% institution but about 
many others private institutes which 
dailm to be abbke to cure cancer. 1 
can say-and here I have the support 
of the Hess mindk in fih,e profession 
-that anyone who asserts he can cure 
an aldvanced, or even moderately ad- 
vanced, case of oancer is a dangerouz! 
quack. 

I hate to stay it. but it’s literally 
true that 5cienGe hias still to conquer 
advanced oancer. Clau’ght early, there 
are chances of a cure. tihroukh ra- 
diujm,. X-ray and surg&y. Neglected, 
uermbtted to get a strong hold on the 
&xtien>t, the prospect is qulite hope 
less, at least for the present. The 
world mo’f sGence says thene are no 
early chanlces of spetiific cure for can- 
cer. I feel certain that medical sci- 
ence will solve this problem in time, 
but I feel s#ure it’s going to take a 
lonlg time. 

Dr. James Ewing, director of c’an- 
cer Researlch at Me8mor3al Ho ital 
and professlor at the Cornell Me ma1 3 
SSohool, o’ne of the high,est authdritiee 
in his field of rexarch, replied as fol- 
lows when asked about a specific cure 
floor CBncer! 

“Anything which encourages the 
public to look for a universal cure 
for all forms of advanced cancer is 
unintelligent. One might just gs 
well indulge in the hope of a cure 
for all forms of infectious diseases. 
Cancer comprises a great group of 
diseases resulting from different 
causes and requiring many different 
forms of treatment which are SUC- 
cessful only when the disease 1s 
recognized in a comparatively early 
stage. 

“The imnortant fact that the pub- 
Ilc should-know is that early cancer 
is curable in a high proportion of 
cases. Late cancer is rarely curable, 
and therefore every one should be- 
come familiar with the early signs 
of the major forms of cancer. The 
recurring announcements of a cure 
Fv%rcincer have no news value what- 

But th’is doesn’t mean there’s no 
hope for the future. Cancer research 
is continuing its endless, tireless 
war. Dr. Francis Carter Wood, di- 
rector olf the Cro8cker Cancer Re- 
search Laboratories, &&nnbia Uni- 

versity. discussing We claim that 
there might never be a spelcific cure 
~~;sewmar, expreaed hirmseld as fol- 

: . 
“I would not use the wosd ‘never.’ 

A connotation of extreme perma- 
nence attaches to it and it suggests 
unchanging failure for all of our 
efforts. ‘Never’ therefore has no 
place in the vocabulary of medicine. 
I am unwilling to say that we will 
never have a cure for cancer, but 
I do not expect to see it in my life- 
time. 

“We don’t know why a cell di- 
vides. If we knew that we would be 
in a better position to understand 
the cause of cancer. It is up to the 
zoologists to discover the reason 
and we have had no new develop- 
ments in that field in the last 20 
years. We can cure cancer in its 
early stages, but a specific that will 
reach into the cause is something 
entirelv different. 

“One of our leading newspaper 
publishers once told me that if I 
would announce a cure for cancer 
the story could take the front page 
of the paper no matter what else 
was haoaening in the world. but as 
I said before I have no expectations 
of seeing the story published.” 
When we hear groat author&ias 

on cancer speak 5o frankly and hon- 
estly about the pro~blems faciny: them, 
can one be ,blamed for resorting to 
curt. insubtin,g words when discus’s- 
iag the ghouls who set up “clinics” 
aud advertise to thousands of miser- 
able people that they can be cured- 
for a price? Whenever I meet such 
charlatans I use the srimple, expres- 
sive word “quack,” and invite them 
to bo their worst if they don’t like 
my mannlers. 

e+ $ + 
On what date will the Philippine Islands 
become completely independent7 

Julv 4. 1946. 

What is the difference between a “sit 
down” and a “stay in” strike? 

Offiuxrs of the United Automobile 
Wlorkers of Ameracia s’ay there is a 
difference. They assert a “sit-down” 
“u~su~ally covem a short period in 
whi’ch workers ‘put down their tools 
in an effort to obtain adjustment Of 
some minor grievance, - frequently 
lasting only duri,ng the slhift on which 
the men are engaged.” A ‘qstav in” 
is a ‘mm% more serious mjatitler, for i,t 
mean,s “a ‘sus~pension of work d’uring 
which t,he men remain in the affected 
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plant f’or sleveral day,s, and eve: 
weelks, and are f,Ed and ,aided by fei 
lo’w crr~ploycs or friends and rcllativc 
on the ou,ts’ide.” . 

* *$ 4+ 
IS it true that in China a doctor does6 
get paid when he treats a sick persor 

’ his fee being collected yearly only whe 
his _natient is well? 

‘Tlhat’s a cute idsea that’s held b 
millions M people. The only fault 
can find with t,he notion is that i 
hasn’t a grain of truth to it. I f  you? 
sick and yo,u go to a Chinmae dnctor 
you pay his fee, whla,te[ver it happen 
t.o be. If  yo,u’re well, yon don’t se! 
hi,m, and therefore he gets notihing 

Inaidentally, Chin,ese doctors often 
are d8angerousN, for their methods in 
elude the rankest sutperstitions. II 
relcen,t years Western slcientific medi 
tine has been making headway il 
China, the result being that some 0; 
11he old and dangerous measures have 
lx;; gradually thrown into the dis 

Dr. Logan Clendening who ha: 
made slomething of a stidy of Chi, 
nes’e medhcine, writers interestingly 01 
several points. He tell,s of having 
seen %ne curious object” in ever3 
upper-&so Ch,inese ho’ma-“a mm1 
soapstone imiage of a ChinelsIe lad) 
lying on her bed, perfectly rmde. 
This image, slays Dr. Clendeninlg, ic 
kept for the benefit elf Uhe doctor 
“A do’c/tor in China, in the old days,’ 
writ,es Dr. Clendemng, “would sot bc 
allowed to exa!mlinine a wosman’s hods 
under any oirrcumlsrtanjces. So the sick 
woman m’ade a mark on the littlr 
nlaked iImage where she had a pain 
and bhe attendan took the image tc 
the doctor, w’hlo thereupon prescribed 
trhe tieatmen,t.” It does’n’t take much 
of a slcientislt to know that sluch s 
metlmd of “trelating” si’ck peolpae musd 
do more harm than gosod. 

Another inlteresting observation re- 
ported by Dr. CIendening deals with 
the prac’cice of acupuncrture, which 
he describes as a sysrtem of s#ticking -. ._ 
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“I have heaid an eye witness tell 
of seeing a Chinese doctor insert 
one of the acupuncture needles into 
the soft tissue of the neck exactly 
over the top of the breastbone to a 
depth of three or four inches. That 
would take some skill to keep from 
hitting the large blood vessels. The 
needles are not sterilized; in fact 
they are lubricated in the doctor’s 
hair. If the patient gets worse 
after the treatment this is always 
ascribed to the disease. Clever, these 
Chinese. 

“New acient.iIlc ~t~Mwda in medi- 
cine are coming into China to re- 
place the oLd methods. In this same 
exhibit were a number of the health 
posters of the new China. They 
teach graphically by pictures; one 
set shows the care given the pro- 
spective mother and- the new-born 
baby. Othela alww fuuda cuntaininr 
vitamins, 
smallpox 

and vaccination again2 
and diphtheria. Most 

graphic were the ones designed to 
prevent the nyread UT animal psra- 
sites-liver flukes especially, so 
common in China, almost unknown 
in this country of comparatively 
good sanitatiy a+zd plumbing.” 

+% 
Rhat part of *ihe *human brain is the 
eat of intelligence? 

Dr. Harold Hildre,th, of Syracuse 
Jniversity, emp;laiacd at a recent 
:athering ‘of the Association for the 
Ldvancemenit of Slcien8ce tha’t “the 
eat o,f intelligence is traced to the 
whole human brain, rather tihan to 
ng part.” Dr. Hiltdretrh ad’d’ed that 
ale&s like musleal albility and such 
thy&al ‘asetions, as sirght, h’earing, 
a’s$e, control of muscular movements, 
tc., are lose&ted in special areas of 
he brain. 

4+ +z+ +B 
invite your comment on the charge 

hat Roosevelt is acting like a dictator 
n the matter of “packing” the Supreme 
Zourt. 

1 F 
1 ir 

fl 

The interests that are greeting the 
‘resident’s D’an with the cry of Fasc- 
:#rn and “prcking” aren’t ignorant- 
3r thev kn-mw they are talking non- 
sase--but ‘dishonest. The ConsCitu- 
ion has always left. open t,he ques- ,. nl . . 

needles un#derne#arth the skin of the SI 
si’ck nerslon. HP reports: t*j 

“Elaborate charts of the human 
body were made, and spots marked 

tlon or now many men are to sit on 

on them where the acupuncture 
the bench. This matter of failing: to 

needles were to be inserted for vari- 
specify the exact numlber wag decid- 

ous diseases. The makers of these 
ed on because it was felt that differ- 

charts must have known a great 
fnt conditions would demand differ& 

deal about anatomy, for the needles methods of handling the problem of 
are stuck in exactly where there are makins the court responsive to the 
no blood vessels or nerves in the will of the people. We have had five 
way. members on the bench, seven, and nov 
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n,ine. It’s within the Congress’ con- 
stitutional rilght to deicid,e that. the 
purblic inter& requires a langer b’ody 
of judges, and it’s certainlly within 
the President’s constitutional right to 
make such a suiggestion to the people’s 
lawlmakers. 

are in the reactionary Sunreme Court, 
nof. in the attempt “of the President 
to see to it that new social legisla- 
t,ion s#hall not be killed by olpen tools 
of reaction and mass exnlofitation. 
The people -de#clared themselves last 
November in sepport o,f laws to pro- 
tect hulmanitv. Roosevelt ha,s shown real courage 

and statesmanship by the manner in 
which he went right to the heart of 
our present public problem that re- 
sulted from the usurped power of the 
Supreme Court to d&la6 unconstitu- 
tional the measures nassed bv the neo- 
ple’s representatives in order to meet 
a national emergency. If  there’s any 
justice in crying “un8constitutionalt,’ 
it wo’uld come with better logic fromm 
the President. who knows that the 
Constitution never gave the Supreme 
Court t.11e power to pass 011 laws en- 
actEd by the House aad Senate. 

The %‘a11 Street press, the Fascists 
and wnctinnaries in gPnern1 are llrp- 
ing that the President should have 
reformed the Court bv the method of 
a new almendment to be Constitution. 
That woul,d mean a strict curb on 
progressive, liberal legislation for an- 
ot,her 10 or 15 years, at a timme when 
the people are in serious need of so- 
cial changes in order to achieve se- 
curity. It’s simpler, more efficient 
and more honest to handle the prob- 
Icm ‘by adopting the Prcsidcnt’s legal, 
constitutionals sane. orderlv solution 
-the naming of more men in order 
to have the current will of the masses 
translated inIt0 legislation. To meet 
such a pro,gram with th’e charge of 
“Fascism” err “Dictator” mearm to 
resort to hppocrisy and misrempreren- 
tation. There isn’t an iota of Fascism 
in the President’s message, and his 
metholds have always been-and most 
likely will continue to be-stri&ly 
within the 1imit.s of the Constitution, 
with the greatest respect and protec- 
tion for our democratic processes. 

The President ought to win his 
fight, b’ecause he’s right and because 
the peopl’e are behind him. The last 
three elections-especially the na- 
tional election of 1936~let it be 
known that the people want progres- 
sive. lilberal laws in the interests of 
the poor and dispossessed,. The Su- 
areme Court has deliberately stood 
in the way of su’ch progres,sive laws 
by its tyrannical d’ecisions again!& the 
expressed will elf the people. The be- 
ginnings of Fas&m and dictatorship 

I have heard several times that the New 
Ueal of the Koosevelt Administration iS 
one of the repetitions of ancient history. 
Some of the people here in Pensacola, 
Fla., have stated that the ancient Baby- 
lonians had almost the identical ideas, 
theories, policies, and aims as the New 
Deal has as its goal. If you will give 
me what information you can on this, 
with your views on the subject, 1 will 
appreciate it very much. 

I have seen the salme view expressed 
in several arti’cles and editorials. the 
writers in easch instan,ce betraymg a 
calamitous ignoranlce of history and 
social evolution. If  they had just a 
little more kruo,wledge they wouldn’t. 
indul’ge in such fairy tales, 

The great soci’al problemms facing US 
today-povert-y, unemployment, mass 
production under the profit motive, 
science appbied to industry, over-pro- 
duction, under-consumption in the face 
of industrial facilities for the prodig- 
ious production of wealth, etc.-were 
unknown1 in aacient times, because 
the social order that prevailed in 
those days is entirely diissimlilar to 
the one that functions today. One can 
find e,ccentric measures in ancient. rec- 
ords, here and there, which sound 
sunerficiallv like issues troubling us 
today, but “even a casual investigation 
o#f the fundamental situations then 
and now ought to make obvious the 
fact that the diseases of Capit.alism 
bnvc practically nothing in c:mmon 
with the elconomic issues that preva,il- 
ed 20 or 30 centuries aeo. 

The first interesting dilfference that 1 
strikes the student of history and so- 
cial forces is this: In ancient, society 
the system of wealth production was 
based on ‘chattel slavery, while todlay’s 
system (Ca,pitalism) is based on wage 
labor. In those days the boldy of the 
worker belon’ged to his master, as 
a,gainst today’s capitalistic system, 
in which the master (Camitalinm) 
doesn’t own the body of the worker 
but instead owns the machines by 
which the worker must earn his liv- 
ing. 

Ancient society didn’t know the 
problem of uaemployment as we 
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knolw it today under our current sys- 
tem of private ownership of the large- 
scale industries and olher meang Of 
wealth production, distritbution and 
exchlange. In ancient society tihere 
was, #basically, no over-sqply of la- 
bor, because it was imposs?ble for the 
produ’cers to turn out more wealth 
than was needed. Poverty, in ancient 
society. was inevitable. a result that 
could’& be escaped, because the sys- 
tem hadn’t developed to the point 
where it was possirble to apply science 
to the processes of production. There- 
fore, poverty under the ancient order 
was. Caturai; today, under our scien- 
tific civilization, poverty is a mon- 
strous jest, a t.ragic-com’edy. 

Ancient societv did&. know the 
meaning of the &&iue age. That in 
itself puts the Lwo systems planets 
apart. There were certain crude 
mechanisms in ancient d,ays, but they 
were playthings when compared to 
the gigantic me’chanisms o#f modern 
industrialism. No one would dream 
of even comparing today’s vast pro- 
dmztivity with the meager output of 
ancient tools. 

Ancient society knew absolutely 
nothing about mass production. 
St,raightXne mass production develop- 
ed in the last few generations. Our 
whole ma’chine aIpe is onlv a few hun- 
dred years old.- In th& alone tlte 
two eras show themselves to be com- 
plete strangers to ea’ch other. 

The ancient world didn’t know the 
meaning of the concentration of cap- 
ital, in the modiern sense. There was, 
of course, wealth in the h,andss of in- 
dividuals. but such wealth rewremnted 
gold, sil+er, jewels, rare art&es, f&e 
rics. houses. land, and the like. Such 
articles w&e th’e result of ap lied 
labor and, with the exception o P the 

‘land, werem’t able to be us,ed for the 
purpose of producing new weal& 
Todsy, we have vast corporate bodies 
which o’wn enormous fa’ctories, mines. 
mills. transaortation and communica. 
tion ‘fa8cilribiks, etc., and such bodies 
were unknown only a few centurieE 
ago. 

There are other features--capital. 
istic imperialkm, for exam+. l’hc 
ancient world knetw the meaning 04 
military might, but not in the s&se 
that we know it today. Under Capi. 
talism, labor prodluces a surplus, ani 
in order to dispose of that surp,lur 
our economic masters must f+d fop 

tign markets for their wares, even to 
he extent- of using militarism in or- 
Ler to establish their imperia&Q de- 
ligns. The ancient forces ensllaved 
,eople in order to get a plentiful sup- 
31~ 09 cheap, forced la’bor-c battel 
slavery. Today, we don’t want to own 
;he bodies of our workers-we only 
want to mak’e them tend our ma- 
:hines, buy our goods and pay OUT 
zorporations and other forlms of capi- 
;ali&c ente;rprises the profits on 
which the sy&m is based.- 

When we study t.he differences- in 
;he two social systems, we realize how 
silly it is to find a few superficial 
ik&es,ses and then say that we mod- 
?rns are merely repeating the doings 
)f ancient Babylon. 

* * * 
[ have seen frequenl references to 
Hearst as our No. 1 Fascist. Can you 
state briefly why he has been given 
that title? 

R’s no exaggeration to call William 
Randolph Hearst a Fascist. The rea- 
gons are summarized below: 

1. His anti-labor policies. 
2. His attacks on academic free- 

dom and civil liberties. 
3. His unconcealed support of 

Fascism, in the U.S., Germany, 
Italy and Spain. 

4. His persistent use of his news 
columns for di’stortion of all foreign 
an,d labor news and his use of pro- 
Fascist propaganda. 

5. His policy of promoting war 
and militarism. 

6. Hjs hounding of teachers, es- 
pecially in the institutions of high- 
er learning, whenever they show 
the slfghtest sympathy for liberal 
ideas. 

7. His espousal of un-democratic 
ideas and support of anti-democratic 
elements. 

Soon after the General Motors strike 
was settled, William Green issued a 
statement criticizine John L. Lewis for 
the way he handied the settlement. 
Please comment. 

The president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, William Green, 
can’t get over his feelin,gs of disfap- 
pointment and jealousy over the bril- 
liant leadership John L. Lewis is giv- 
ing the mass production workers. 
Tl-w contract Lewis trot with ffener- 
al Motors-the secon’a largest. corpor- 
ation in the U.S:, and long a notorious 
enemy of orgamzed labor-means one 
of the greatest victories in the hi&m 
of American labor. Lewis is measur- 
ing up as a great leader, one who 
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knows what he wants and isn’t 
afraid to go after it. 

Lewis gave President Green a good 
cha,nce tjo go into the motor c&r, 
s’teel, rubber and glass industries to 
organize the men, but the timid, con- 
servative misl’eader of labor was 
plain scared of the jolb and begged 
off because he “didn’t have enough 
mon’ey to do the job.” After Lewis 
told him there would be plenty OQ 
money available to do the great work, 
Green s,ide-st.epped again, whereupon 
T,ewis jumped in and did the chore 
himself. This upset Green, for he 
saw that Lewis was heade’d towards 
comjplete leadership of American la- 
bor. More rat than man, Green didn’t 
miss a chance to slander the Lewis 
forces durin,g the -44-day strike of 
the motor car workers. If  he keeps 
this up long enough? he’ll SUOII find 
himself completely divorced from the 
labor movement, and that, to my no- 
tion, will be a good thinE for the 
workers and the country at large, for 
Green is nothing more than a stool 
of Wall Street. 

I f  Green had done som,ething for 
the men during the General Mobors 
strike he would have had thte risght to 
expres,s his criticis’m, but, as h,e did 
everything in his powers to help the 
General Mot’ors interests instead of 
the workers, he served merely to ad- 
vwtise his betrayal of the masses of 
toilers. 

Lewis, quite properly, ignored 
Green’s canping comlplainhs, for he 
knows the creature for what he, is 
-a rat. Lewis is goinlg right ahead 
with the tremendous joib of building 
un industrial union& in) the mass 
industries, and b’efore Iong we’ll see 
labor victories in steel and r&her, 
along with mo’re concessions from 
the motor car magnates, especially 
Chrvsler an’d Ford. 

The victorv Lewis won aPain& 
General Moto;s will go down i”n hia- 
torv. Lewis is showing a generalship 
that m’eans new battles on the in- 
dustrial front+-battles that will most 
Iilrolv be won. for Lowis under&tands 
strategy and has t,he couraqe to meet 
the most powerful industrialists 
without battin!g an eye or retreating 
an inch. 

Ameriran prngressives hailed the Peo- 
ple’s F-ont election in Spain, in Febru- 
ary, 193fi, as liberal, but since Septem- 
ber, 1936, the swing has been drastical- 

ly to the Left. Does this forecast some 
form of proletarian state in the event 
of a Loyalist victory? 

Foreign Minist,er Vayo answers 
this, as follows: 

“In February, 1936, the People’s 
Front fully triumphed at the elec- 
tions, at which a clear expression of 
the real opinion of the country was 
shown. . . . This support of all anti- 
Fascist elements for the govern- 
ment culminated in the inclusion in 
the government of two most extreme 
elements-the Bas’qu#e Catholic party, 
on the one hand, and the National 
Labor Confederation, of anarchistic 
leanings, on the other hand. The 
participation of the latter caused a 
greater Left tendency than in the 
government formed immediately af- 
ter the elections. However, this 
does not presuppose that a proletar- 
ian state in any fixed form would 
rcsalt from a triumph by Loyalist 
Spain.” 

* * * 
Which industry does John L. Lewis 
plan to unionize next, now that ho has 
succeeded in making the all-powerful 
General Motors Corporation sign on 
the dotted line? 

It looks as though steel is next- 
xnd that will be the biggest organiz- 
ing jorb in the worljd, for there are 
Gxmt. 500,000 men concerned direct- 
ly, and prob’ably l,OOO,OOO men indi- 
rectly. 

Lewis-who is measuring up as a 
eader of magnifi#cent proportiions and 
seems entirely capable of carrging 
)ut his tremendous attack on steel, 
;hat citadmel of an&unionism-has 
nany hundreds of organizers ln 
3ractically every step; center in the 
:ountry, and the enroll~ments are pro- 
:ewXng al a rapid pace. It seems 
ikely that the next 63 days will find 
.,ewis’s organization in control of a 
leavy majority of al! steel workers. 
When he feels ready, Lewis will ask 
.he steel industrialists-representing 
he most powerful financial interests 
n the world-to meet with committees 
bf workers, with a view to working 
But a contract coverimr wages. hours 
Ind other conditions. phis -&Ration 
vi11 be rejected, of course, for steel 
s notoriously ouen ehou, and always 
\as be’en th& way. It ‘gas succeed&l 
n fight,ing off un’inniwm thus far b’c- 
:ause it was easy for this rich in- 
lustrv to defeat workers orrranized 
tlong” craft union lines.- Thv last 
steel strike, in 1919, was lost be- 
:ause the men were divided into 20 
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different unions, thus creating a sit- ject, but when the st+l workers 
uation that made it easy for the steel sound the call of battle, the new 
b;;;y,Eo d’!vlde and conquer. How- strike will make the previoas one 

le picture leas changed, fur look like a Sugaay*schpl outing. 
Lewis, as the public well knows by 
now, pursues a policv of industrial in- 
stead of craft u&o&m. 

Is the Spanish Loyalist government 
It’s his communistic? 

sound theory that t,he bosses, tightly J’ulio Alvarez de1 Vayo, foreign 
organized, can easily whip the work- minister in the Loyalist government, 
ers when they are organized into answers the foregoing question, as 
maw ugiono rcprcocnting yarioufj fdlOlWS !  

crafts. When all the workers in an “At the latest League of Nations 
industry-this is the gist of indus- session at Geneva, replying to an 

trial unionism-join a single organ- arbitrary definition of the situation 

iiation and present their petitions as in Spain by the Cbileaa delegate, I 

a single body,. they stand a better 
rejected once again the legend that 

chance of meeting their employers on 
Spain is communistic, a legend de- 

more equal grou.nld. 
liberately spread by those who use 

Just ho’w the strike in steel will 
the fight against Bolshevism as a 

be managed-I refer, of course, to the 
pretext to hide their designs of ag- 

question of strategy-is still an opea 
gression and&war: *+ 

-  I  I  

question. The allay-in id’ea prpved i 
effective in the General Motors slants. , 

I 
I 

but one vital reason for this was the 
fact that this company’s pEants are 
ompen and easily accessible, thus en- 
abling the men to receive a steady 
supply of food, medicines, rerports, 
news, etc. 16 steel the situation is 
different, and much more d~ifficult. 
The enorsmous plants are located far 
from centers of traffic, and often are 
inaccelssible. Most lar,ge steel plants 
are surrolunded by high fences, are 
lighted by flood li’ghts at night, the 
entrances are heavily guarded by 
hired thugs and private poli’ce, and 
in many ot.her ways are hard to 
reach, l’et alone get into, when the 
owners want no one to enter. The 
men, to be sure, coald stay-in quite 
easily, for. they are husky specimens 

.cf manhood and ought to be able to 
defend themselves again& the com- 
pany’s private gunmen, but the ques- 
tion of supplies, especially food, is 
hard to solve. A s,ystem might be 
worked out whereby food could be 
dxxpped by para’chutes frovm air- 
planes. Something like that will have 
to be done for the steel workers, if 
they decisde to becosme stay-ins. If  the 
sltav-in principle doesn’t work very 
~~11 in thP step1 mills, the men will 
be able, at any time, to resort to the 
old-fashioned stay-out strike. 

tceogniaing the existence of many po- 
itical blocs within the Loyalist group, 
vhat form of government-that is, the 
Trench, American or the Soviet type of 
Uepublic--would rcccive the largest vote 
f a plebiscite were possible? 

Foreign Minister Vayo answers 
his, as follows: 

“I consider the personality of 
Spain sufficiently strong that it 
would not form its political stmc- 
ture at any time according to for- 
eign patterns. 1 consider that the 
most obvious pattern will be a con- 
tinuation of a democratic republic 
which will permit extremely ad- 
vanced social legislation.” 

* * * 
Do the Spanish Loyalists desire to 
abolish completely, or to modify, the 
:apitalistic system? 

Foreign Minister Vayo answers, 
1s follows: 

“The Spnniah cnpitalistic system 
must immediately be modified. It 
must be remembered that it is a 
barbarous form of capitalism with 
many more feudal nnrvivnla than 
any other form of capitalism-as 
is proved by the agricultural sys- 
tem in Andalusia, which is a veri- 
table disnrace. . . .” 

With the separation of Church and 
state accomplished, will Spain duplicate 
Russia’s effort to stamp out religion? 

Foreign Minister Vayo answers: 
“In Spain no real anti-religious 

movement exists. It must be remem- 
bered, howcvcr, that for centuries 
the Catholic religion in Spain, in- 
stead of being purely spiritual, was 
equally political. 

The world is watching Lewis pre- 
~,are fur his grealf& battle. When 
zero hour arrives. Lewis will lead a 
E&antic army of workers in what 
may be the greatest labor struggle in 
the entire history o’f Capitalism. The 
General Motors strike was a big pro- 

“During the 1986 electoral cam- 
paign, in which the People’s Front 
triumphed, Spanish bishops took an 
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openly belligerent attitude against 
the republic. When the rebellion 
began, many churches were convert- 
ed into depots for arms or ccntcrs 
of conspiracy. In the rebel forces 
priests who joined the army have 
been distinguished for their comba- 
tive fury and. ferocity. . . . 

“On the other hand, 1 received 
last week at the Fomreign Office a 
mission of English Protestant 
churches who told me it was unan- 
imous in stating that no evidence 
of religious persecution could be 
found in 1oy;l Spain.” 

4 4 
How many foreign troops are aiding 
the Loyalists in Spain? What percent- 
age are Russians? 

F’oreign Minister Vayo answers: 
“The number of foreign volun- 

teers fighting on our side for liberty 
is much less than is generally be- 
lieved. While it is not possible to 
give exact figures, I do not believe 
the number exceeds 10,000 to 12,000 
foreigners. I can absolutely and 
truthfully state that there is not a 
single Russian soldier on our fronts. 
In this respect what the Fascist 
press has said with regard to mass 
expeditions of Soviet soldiers are 
lies.” 

How many foreign troops are with the 
Spanish rebels, and of what national- 
ities are they?’ 

Foreign Minislter Vayo answers: 
“I regard the number ‘of for- 

eigners fighting for the rebels as 
very much superior to those on our 
side. I afirm that Franc0 and 
his generals, who, to begin with, 
were Fascist marionettes, now play 
a secondarv role. because Germans 
and Italian; occupy all the posts of 
responsibility and are at the side 
of every enemy cannon and ma- 
chine gun.” 

4+ $ *% 
Can you explain why the Nazis go ta 
such elaborate pains to explain thal 
the Japanese are a superior race? 

Ever since Hitler signed his anti- 
Soviet pact with Japan, his govern- 
ment has been very anxious to undc 
the mean things Hitlser himself s’aid 
about the Japanese. In his book, 
Mein Kumpf, Hitler des’cribed the 
Japanese as a “degenerate and srterilf 
race.” Now that G’eTmany and Japan 
RTP allies this dirty dig must ‘be wiped 
out som’ehow, so Hitler had his Bu- 
reamu for Ra’ce Investigation put in its 
oar, with the relsult, that it issued 
a report which described the blood 
of the Japanese as containing “with- 

n itself virtues closely akin to the 
lure Nordic strain.” In this country 
clie call sach zvo;tinq eating crow. 

l%nSsky says that+*&nti-Semitism is a 
zharacteristic of Stalin. Trotsky should 
<now, though l’m afraid Trotsky’s bit- 
:erness is speaking rather than truth. 
Did you ever run across any other 
lerson of prominence who made the 
same accusation against Stalin? 

1 read Trotisky’s charge of anti- 
Semitism against Stalin, early in 
February, 1937, and am positive this 
was the fir& time I’d ever heard 
3uch a thing from any sounce. While 
t’s true that a number of the alleged 
:onspirat.ors executed after Moscow’s 
strange trials were Jews, the fact re- 
nains that several Jews are in very 
important positions in the govern- 
nent of the Soviet Union, and, SO 
far as I know, in Stalin’s good es- 
;eem. I refer, of course, to Foreign 
%mmissar Litvinoff, Lazar M. Ka- 
ganovitch, Commissar of Railroads, 
snd Kaganovitch’s brother, who, at 
last reports, was suggesteNd to take 
;he place of the Commissar of Heavy 
[ndustry when the official who held 
;hat key position died in mid-F&u- 
xry, 1937. Jews have not been num- 
erically &trong in important posts, 
despite t-he claims of professional 
antiSemites, who would make it ap- 
pear that the words Bolshevik and 
Jew are synonyms. I believe the 
war between Trotsky and Stalin is 
not based on the former’s Jewishness. 
Trotsky, it seems to me, is fighting 
with both fists and isn’t Waring any 
weaipons that may come within reach. 
If  Stalin is an anti-Semite, he’ll 
have to show it inore definitely Lhan 
he has thus far. Acts of racial prej- 
udice are penitentiary crimes in RUS- 
sia, and Stalin, I sincerely b’elieve, is 
as ready to obey that law as anyone 
else in the Soviet Union. 

+ 4+ 9 
Do you agree with- the. assertion, fre- 
auentlv made. that wars will always 
&rse Gankind’because we human beings 
have “a fighting instinct”? 

Tf man has R “fighting instinct” 
ho’w strange is the interestin#g fact 
that the branch of science (psychol- 
ogy) which studies man’s emotions 
knows nulhirlg about it. The simple 
fact, of coursle, is that there’s no 
s’nch instinct. I recall vividlv the 
months before we were whangdbodled 
into the World War, back in 1917. I 
saw no “fighting in&in&” at work. 
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In fact, all I could observe was a 
healthy desire on the part of our 
young men t.o stay out of the damn- 
ed mess. OfTwial reports show. that 
9,000,OOO out of 10,000,000 young 
men who registered for the draft 
claimed exemption on one score or 
another. I f  the Allies, later assisted 
by our own militarists, haldn’t flood- 
ed the country with pro,paganda, we 
wouldn’t have had t,he slightest en- 
thusiasm for the war. Our militar- 
ists went ahead on the theory th’at 
man has no fighting instinct, conclud- 
ing logically that it would be more 
effective to rely on the draft than on 
voluntary enlistments. The causes of 
war are economic, not man’s “fight- 
ing instinct.” 

Recently I read Nietzsche’s “The Anti- 
christ,” one of the most inspiring es- 
savs ever to come to mv attention. 1 
brbught up this topic during the course 
of a conversation with a fellow work- 
er and he was rather scornful regard- 
ing this particular book, insisting it 
was the product of a diseased mind. 
One of my pet diversions is to read 
Khayyam’s verses. Incidentally, he de- 
rides these, too. I’d appreciate an an- 
swer very much. 

It’s true that Nietzs’che died insane, 
hut T fail to ~00 what that has to d0 
with the truth or falsity of The Anti- 
christ, one of th,e greatest books ekes+ 
written and one of Freethought’s 
mvsl annihilating attacks on OrthOdOX 
religious thinking. This masterpiece 
must be judged on its own merits. 
Any intelligent, open-minded person 
who reads th,e stirring, brilliant, can- 
did, scholarly, clear pages of The 
Antichrist must grant, as have many 
compctcnt, critics and other author- 
ities, that here is one of the supreme 
utterances of genius. However, I 
don’t see what’s to be gained by argu- 
ing with the type of mind that would 
dismiss such a book-usually without 
reading it-b’ecause its author ulti- 
mately became a mental invalid. 

Only the other day we all read in 
the n8ewspapers the sad news of Ed- 
win Markham’s court experience. 
The veneralble poet was found men- 
tally incompetent. Would it be logi- 
cal to infer from this tragic episode 
that he must have been mentally 
diseased when he wrote “The Man 
with the Hoe” or his various poems 
on Lincoln? To su’ggest another in- 
stance, today Nijinsky is in an as- 
ylum for the insane, in Austria. 

He’s been there for many years, but 
the world remembers the great Nijin- 
sky when he gave exhibit,ions of his 
marvelous talents as a dancer. Crit- 
ics of the dance insist that Nijins,ky 
was the greatest dancer that ever 
lived. Are we to assume that because 
he is insane today his dancing of 
several de’cades ago was the expres- 
sion of a crazy man? 

If my correspondent’s acquaintance 
doesn’t care for The Rubiauat of 
Omar Khaygwn, I wouldn’t try to 
argue with him. Just pity the poor 
jackass. One should no more try to 
convince a fool of the ‘beauties of 
fine poetry than one should waste 
time trying to. convin’ce a boor that 
a rose is a thing if \tauty. 

Could a system of compulsory health 
inauranca by the U.S. governmenl be 
made self-sustaining? - 

There’s no reason why it should 
be operated at, a deficit. Compulslory 
health insurance in Great Britain has 
shown a profit in all but two years 
since its inception in 1911. The lat- 
esrt reiports I have are for 1934, when 
the b.alance sheet showed a surplus 
01f $13,000,000. This brought the 
accuimulated surplus to $54’i’,OOO,OOO. 
Income; 
Contributions . . . . . . , , , . . . , $110,000,000 
Parliamentary grants . . ..a 25,000,000 
Interest, etc. . ..*.......... 26,000,000 

$161,000,000 
Expenditures: 
Cash benefits . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 73,000,000 
Medical services . . . . . . . . . , 52,000,OOO 
Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . 23,000,OOO 

$148,000,000 
* +s * 

Did Woodrow Wilson originate the 
phrase “Pitiless publicity”? 

Pr0sibent Wilson pcypularized it, 
but Emerson, in his Conduct of Life: 
Worship, first fathered it, in the fol- 
lowing sentence: “As ga’slight is 
found to be the ,best nocturnal police, 
so the universe protects its’elf by 
pitiless publicity.” 

Today’s newspapers (February 2, 1987) 
report a lynching in Alabama, the first 
of the year. How long is this savagery 
to continue? 

It is the rural, backward sections 
of the South that tolerate lynchings, 
and th,ey seem able to flout State laws. 
Responsible Southern olpinion is com- 
ing around to the position that. the 
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only way to wispe out the b&t oi 
lynching is to call in Federal aid. The 
North wasn’t ashamed to ask fm 
Federal help when kidnaping became 
a serious threat, and the government’2 
help has done much to eliminate the 
crime. It’s only a matter of time be. 
fore kidnaping will be as rare as 
dueling. The rural South alone can’2 
solve its lynching prolhlem. 

One of the most important news- 
papers in the South-The Richmona 
(Va.) Tinzes-Dispatch-early in F&- 
rum-y, 1937, met the pr&&m candid. 
ly in a two-column editorial, which 
demanded the South’s sqpport for a 
Federal anti-lynching law, admitting 
there was “no hope of ever wiping 
out lynching, the greatest. crime 
against Southern civilization, except 
throu,gh Federal action.” 

There is an anti-lynching bill be- 
fore the present Congress, and sup- 
port from all sections of the country, 
‘particularly the South, will assure 
its enactment. Freeman readers are 
urged to write their Conlgressman 
and Senators askinq them to support 
this humane,. d’ecent measure. South- 
ern readers, in (particular, are reques- 
ed to help. This bill has suffered 
many defeats, lb,& it’181 win in the end, 
because it’s right and because decent 
citizens everywhere, in~cluding the 
South, are asking for it. 

The New York Herald Tribune, 
whi#ch joins the Virginia newspaper 
in demandin,g action against lynch- 
ing, d.iscusses the proble,m in its issue 
of February 5, 193’7, from which I 
quote : 

“The new anti-lynching bill, al- 
ready introduced in the House and 
soon to appear in the Senate, is con- 
structed, as ‘The Times-Dispatch’ 
points out, on the sound principle 
uf enforcing Federal action not 
against the members of the mob 
but against the local officers whose 
dereliction allows the mobs to op- 
erate. It thus provides for effective 
Federal intervention at the points 
where it will be of the maximum 
preventive effect, but through the 
normal Federal cuurl machinery and 
without the release of swarms of 
Federal police upon Southern com- 
munities. This is closely in accord- 
ance with the spirit of the Consti- 
tution and involves the least vio- 
lence to Soukherg fezing.” 

How is Canada do&g in’ the matter of 
national debt, compared to the U.S.? 

I f  we think the US. is heavily in debt 

-$35,000,000,000-we can take a look 
at .Cana& aid feel bet,ter. Our noigh- 
bar has a dabt of $6,786,896,473. AX 
Canada’s population is only 11,000,000 
people, this means that we, with 
125,000,000, could jack our d’ebt up to 
$70,000,000,000 and still stand even 
with Canada, on a aola~ul~ation basis. 

Please tell your readers something 
about the Museum of Social Change. 

In 1934, Robert Carlton Brown, 
who then tias a member of the faculty 
of Commonwealth College, Mena, Ark., 
hit on the bright idea of estajb,llshing 
a m’useum devoted to showing arti- 
cles connected with Calpitalivm in its 
period of u,pheaval and change-the 
Museum of Social Change, as it’s now 
called. I’m sure that. Brown’s idea 
was Ibasically humorous, for the fel- 
low has an impishness that refus’es 
to be quieted even in the most solemn 
m’oanents. 

’ I used lu kmo#w Broswn almost 25 
years ago when I was on a nawspalper 
in New York Citv. At that time, 
Brown was writing thrillers for the 
pul~ps, whilch he turned out at the 
rate of 10,000 words ner ‘dav. more 
or less. Bktween m&&y an&’ crime 
stories he’d dash off a movie socnario. 
which usually took two or three hours 
to pour out of the slop jar he car- 
ried for such services and for which 
he received $200 or thereabouts per 
quota of excrome8nt. Then he’d write 
revolutionary poetry for The Masses 
an’d in other ways turn out literature 
a million yards from the sort of stuff 
he did for the pulps. This confusion 
was enough to drive anyone to drink, 
so Drown woulid, now and then, go 
on a toot. I remember joining him on 
one all-night party, and in order to 
get oarselves together for our chores 
the next day, we went to F’leisbmann’s 
B’aths, on the corneT of 6th .Avenue 
and 42nNd St., where, after paying the 
fee, we ‘found we had exactly two 
bits between us. AR we both wanted, 
and needed, a ruibib.inNg at the strong 
hands of a masseur, we told the 
masseurs exact.ly how mulch money 
we had for the tip. They tossed a 
coin to decide which of the pair of 
rubbers was to pi+e us the works for 
a comEnation Liirp of 25 cents. 

The next I heard from Brown was 
to th#e effect he was running s,ome 
s’ort of a magazine in South A.merica. 
Years-many years-later, he was 
ba,ck in this country again, but. doing 
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no writin,g for the pulps. Inste$ad, ‘he 
was on the staff of Commonwealth, 
which meant he was workbg hard 
for roolm and eats. Then came the 
bulletin announ’cing the Museum, an 
idea which to,ok hold, for men like 
Henry L. Mencken joined in the fun 
o,f finding speciimens. I don’t know 
what Mencken sent. ‘but I haippen to 
have a list of some of the articles on 
dislplay, from which I select the fol- 
lowing examlples: 
0’1 stock certificates. 
Sales tax tokens. 
A rope which planters had put aside 

with a view to lynching the president 
of Commonwealth, Lucien Koch, a 
crime that didn’t happen to come off 
as scheduled. 

Two German ircn crosses. 
A lamp made from two empty fruit 

jars. 
A wooden plow, used in Louisiana, in 

1934. 
A membership card in Father (of what?) 

Couphlin’B Union for Social Justice. 
A collection of circulars advertising a 

patent medicine owned by a Socialist 
leader who saved the workers by day 
as an editor and sold them a concoc- 
tion (condemned by the federal gov- 
ernment) by night. 

At the time the Museum was or- 
ganized, Brown issued a statemenl 
outlining its policies, from which the 
following excerpt< is taken: 

“Here we are building a complete 
record of the collapse of capitalism 
while it is still in process and the 
records are at hand to preseave and 
classify. We are doing this in the 
knowledge that it will not only help 
hasten the day but become a perma- 
nent archive of research and educa- 
tional amusement to the ever-grow- 
ing class conscious of America.” 

4+ * * 
I’ve read the statement that Maine and 
Vermont were not members of the 
original 13 States. Is that true? 

Yes, The 13 original States: 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia. 

Have you any*fig$es *io support the 
oft-repeated statement that our popu- 
lation of old people is increasing? 

I have given space t,n nnmar~ns 
facts bearing on this point. The lat- 
est to colme to my attention is the 
Gnsus Bureau’s statement, released 
on February 18, 1937, which said 
persons of 70 years of age or more, 
in the U.S., have been increasing 

about twice as fast as the total popa- 
lation. The report: 

“The inercasc in total nonulntion 
fra’m 1900 to 1935 was -aGout 51, 
346,725, or a little above 70 percent. 
The gain in those over ‘70 in the 
same period amounted to slightly 
more than 140 percent. 

“The total number of oersons 
over 70 in 1900 was 1,777,5?2, but 
on April 1, 1035, it wns 4,340,200. 
Such persons in 1900 comprised 
about 2.4 percent of the total pop- 
ulation; in 1935 the percentage had 
risen to about 3.4 percent.” 

4+ * * 
1s there any truth to the cla;m that 
Dur excessive death rate from diabetes 
is attributable to our increased con- 
3umption of sugar? 

The U.S. has the highest death rate 
from diabetes in thP world-25 deaths 
per 100,000 of poq&lation per year. 
Frcd,ericlk L. Hoffman comments on 
:his condSt.ion as follows: 

“It is shown by tabulation that 
high diabetes death rates coincide 
with excessive sugar consumption. 
The carrelation is far from aerfect 
but it is nevertheless significant 
that the United States should show 
a sugar consumption considerably 
above the average for the world at 
large.” 

*+ * 6 
If the British Empire were to get into 
another war, could Canada stay neu- 
tral? tral? 

The.re’s no questioning the fact thal The.re’s no questioning the fact thd 
Canada has a legal right t.o declare Canada has a legal right t.o declare 
itself in favor of a policy of stri’ct itself in favor of a policy of stri’ct 
neutralitv should there be another neutralitv should there be another 
World *ar, but it’s not possible to 
say Canada woul’d take that step. The 
Canadian Socialislt leader, J. S. 
Woo&worth, of the Cooperat.ive Come 
mon,wealth party, offered the Cana- 
dian Parliament a declaration of nea- 
trality, “even th’ough Britain were a 
belligerent,” but the doctrine wasn’t 
adopted. The Dominion Parliament 
debated the que#stion vigorously, but 
refrained from taking a definite posi- 
tion. One of the arguments used 
sgainst Woodlsworth’s resolution was 
to the effect that a neutral Canadla 
:ouM turn a British ship, pressed SY 
the enemy, out of a Can.adian port, 
and if this were done Cana’da coulsdh’t 
very well remain as a part of the 
Empire. Of course, this is somewhat 
academic at this time. There’s no 
1oulbt th’at Canadla would help a Brit- 
ish ship in Canadian waters, if it 
were threatened by an enemy ship, 
but this ,doesn’t mean that the Ca- 
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nadian people would favor sending 
contingents of their m’en and b’oys t,c 
die in Europe or some other fore&r 
pIace. It’s possible th’at Canada, in 
a new World War, might help the 
Empire at home, with goods, and 
even money, and at the same time 
keelp its manpower+ in the Dominion. + a+ 
Bow many kin?s of sausages are there 
in the world? 

The best estimate I can find puts 
the nu,mlber at 400, which presents 
just one more proof of man’s enzll~es~ 
ingenuity and flair for variety. Man 
has poured his genius into thousands 
of different forms of wines, whiskiee: 
ales, beer, and the like, but his power:: 
were so generous he found himself 
with a sur!plus, which he diverted to 
sausae~es. Man, in his creative moods, 
is a thing of wonder. 

I am enclosing a statement made by a 
scientific pooltry fnrmer, dealing with 
the question of white versus brown 
eggs. I feel sure your readers will find 
it of value. 

The piece I wrote several months 
ago, in whkh I quoted good author- 
ities who daimemd there is no differ- 
ence between white and brown-shell- 
ed eggs, brought m,e a prodigious 
flood of letters (at least six) in which 
some of the zorreapondents asserted 
brown shells provided better fond 
values, while others said just the 
oplposite. The foIIowing st.atement, 
by a poultry farmer, covers the sub- 
ject authoritativel’y: 

“The sole difference between 
brown and white eggs, stated in the 
simalest terms, is that ‘birds in 
which the gene of major importance 
is in a homozygous condition lay 
eggs the shells of which are dark 
brown in color.’ (Poultry Breeding, 
by Morley A. Jull.) A Hitlerite 
geneticist would undoubte,dly make 
a fine case for Aryan eggs if neces- 
sary, but the American approach 
would assume that the color of the 
shell, like the color of a man’s hair, 
had very little bearing on the qual- 
ity of that which it sheltered. As a 
matter of fact, no expert has ever 
been able to detect the slightest dif- 
ference in flavor, quality or rich- 
ness between a white and a brown- 
shelled egg. You must reallze, how- 
ever. that it isn’t everv hen who 
can boast a homozygoua condition 
of her most important gene, and 
for that reason the red hen, or 
Rhode Island Red, as she is often 
called, takes no mean pride in pro- 

ducing eggs evidencing her homo- 
zygous superiority to other, lesser 
breeds, and cannot help feeling, for 
that reason alone, that some preCer- 
erence should be given the brown 
egg, to say nothing of the psycho- 
logical effect of wholesomeness and 
richness conveyed by the healthy 
tan of a bro;twn-si+elled egg.” 

+I+ 
What is the correct pronunciation of 
“levee,” reCerring, UC course, tu an arti- 
ficial bank holding in the water of a 
stream? 

The corre,ct prommciation is lev-vy, 
with the actcent on the first syllaible. 

43 $9 *Lb 
Whtch is the better jumper-man or 
flea? 

The flea does a better job, being 
able to lealp al#most eight inches. It 
would be able to jump 300 yards if 
it were man-sized. Still, T’d rather 
be a man than a flea, even though 
my leaps aren’t quite up to the marks 
established by+ flea,s. 

Among men’s shoe: I zotice that the 
Regal shoe sells for the same price as 
the Douglas. Are they equal buys? 

Arthur Kallet, of Consumers Union, 
reports the two shoes are not equal 
in quality though they sell for almost 
the same price-$5.55 for Regal; 
$5.50 for Douglas. Director Kall,et’s 
laboratory report shows: 

Regal Douglas 
Numbrr of abra&-r 
strokes on test ma- 
chines required to wear 
out equal thicknesses of 
sole . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , , 32,169 43,171 
Number of pounds uer 
inch required to tear ar 
oull apart inner sole . . 284 638 
Number of pounds re- 
quired to burst outer 
vamp lining . . . . . . . . . . . 261 319 

- - 
Total rating on 19 points 694 854 

A8ccording to this test, it’s obvious 
the Douglas s::e ig thgbetter buy. 

We members of a Saturday night poker 
snd beer club are in need of an anti- 
;;;;;rnhyrnn that we can sing before 

. up. We want something that 
comes a ot from the prohibition camo 
and will sound funny when sung with 
mock earnestness by a bunch of boozers 
who have their snouts full. What have 
you to offer? 

I have just what you need. It’s 
called “The Olld Saloon” and is sung 
to the tune of “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb.” Written bv that devout de- 
fender of virtue, George N. Cannon, 



62 Questions and Answers 

the song can, with juslt a little bur. 
lesque-and perhaps it would be bet. 
ter to $nlg it &sight E;pwwt,h T,naguf 
style aocompanied by Salmvation Army 
beating of time with glas,ses on tab16 
-bring many a sinner frosm the path: 
of perdition to the quiet and pure 
alleys of rectitude. I found this deli- 
cious master,piece of dry propaganda 
in The Arkansas Methodist. an orlgar 
of righteousness which I’ve read for 
20 years and which I could har’dly dc 
without. The next time you booz;j 
bums get ready to stqger homeward, 
give this song a trial and I b,elieve 
you’ll either have a good laugh or 
get saved. Here it is: 
The old saloon has come again, come 

again, come again. 
And makes its bid for all our men, 

And for our boys as well; 
It hangs its trappings in full view, in 

full view, in full view, 
And flaunts abroad its poison brew, 

That has perdition’s smell. 

In its vile web of foul deceit, foul deceit, 
foul deceit, 

Entangled are the indiscreet, 
Fast bound as helaless slaves: 

To guilded hall, tb road-ho& wild, 
road-house wild, road-house wild, 

The heedless thousands are beguiled, 
And headed for the& graves. 

Yea, in these dens of vice and crime, 
vice and crime, vice and crime, 

The serpent leaves his track uf slime, 
That winds throuph many a soul; 

The old saloon dispenses death, dis- 
penses death, dispenses death, 

Exhaling pestilential breath, 
From eve#ry sparkling bowl. 

How tragic that fair maidenhood, maid- 
enhood, maideubuud, 

Should offer up her virtue good, 
On some vile altar there; 

All wisdom spurned, how low she falls, 
low ahe falls, low she falls, 

She hceael:; no more when conscience 

Naught ieft but dark despair. 
+% * +a 

Does the Baker Cancer Treatment actu- 
ally cure a substantial percentage of 
its cases, as it claims it does-or are 
such claims u pack of lies? 

Norman Baker, of Muscatine, Iowa, 
is one of the most dangerous quacks 

-in the world-a mercenary charlatan 
who is a menace to his gullilble ViC- 
tims. The man knows absolutely noth- 
ing about ‘cancer, hnt he is a brlilliant 
publicity-monger, which enables, him 
to attract thous’an’ds of ailing suckers 
to his “hospital,” where he advertises, 

lying of course, that canoer is cur- 
abl’e. He res#ts his publicity on SO- 
called testimonials, which mean mere- 
ly this: uninformed,. untrained lay- 
men diagnose their ailm’ents and sign 
statements that Baker has “cured” 
them Su’ch “evi’dence” means exact- 
Iy ndthing. Instead, let Baker receive 
a group of cancer patients who hme 
been declared t.o ibe in even moderate- 
ly advan8ced stages-accre~dited as 
cancer sufferers by competent experts 
of real standing in the scientific 
world--and let him cnre just one such 
case and I’ll take balck my charges of 
qua,ckery and b’ecome his mosrt en- 
thusiastic sup,porter. The fact is, of 
cours#e, that Baker can’t cure cancer, 
because t.he terri,ble malady is stiI1 un- 
curable, s’cienlce be#ing helpless. Sci- 
ence doesn’t even know what cancer 
is, let alone know how to cure it. It’s 
poss,ibl,e to save sosme cancer patients 
who have contracted cancer recently, 
before the condition s~preads and gets 
a strong hold on the system, but any 
patient whose disease has gone be- 
yond the first stages is doomed. I hate 
LO be so discouraging to can’cer pa- 
tients, some of whom will read this, 
but I rerfuse to hold out false hoipes. 
If  one’s cancer is advanced, it’s be.& 
to accept the iaevitable in as good 
spirits as condibions will permit, put 
one’s affairs in order, and get ready 
to kick off. The chance that a can- 
cer cure will be found in the next 
few years is remote, so make your- 
self ‘comfortable and try to be cheer- 
ful about the whole mess. Don’t, by 
any means, listen to a Baker who is 
out to get your money and grolw risch 
through your suf%-ing. He has no 
standing in science, he is known to be 
nothing mmore than a yokel-baiter, an,d 
trusting him will mean nothing but 
wasted time, money and hope. 

Knowing that Dr. Morris Fishhein 
coul,d give me accurate, honest in- 
formation about this notorious charla- 
t,an and quack, I wrote to the dis- 
tin’guished editor of The Journal of 
the Avvlerican Medical Association, 
our highest authority in this field of 
sciemze, and received the following 
illuminating statement: 

Norman Daker, who fs back of the 
Baker Hospital at Muscatine, Iowa, 
is not a Doctor of Medicine. We 
exposed his quackery in THE JOUR- 
NAL of April 12, 1930. As a result, 
he sued for half a million dollars 
in damages, but when the case came 
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to trial, a jury, after hearing all 
the evidence returned a verdict in 
the Aaaociadon’a Iavur. 

A short time after the trial, and 
following some trouble that Baker 
had with the Iowa authorities, he 
went to Mexico and established his 
radio station, XENT, but we under- 
stand that he still runs his Iowa 
institution in Muscatine. In March, 
1935, it was reported that Daker’a 
application for a restoration of his 
federal license to run a broadcast- 
ing station in Muscatine had been 
denied. 

Early in October, 1935, the news- 
papers reported that on his return 
to Iowa, Baker was again in trouble 
with the Iowa officials for practic- 
ing medicine without a license in 
conducting his Muscatine outfit, and 
on December 6, 1936, the papers re- 
ported that t,hc State Suprcmc 
Court had found Baker guilty of 
contempt of court and sentenced 
him to one day in jail and fined 
him $50. The court, in its findings, 
declared that Baker, in letting a 
certain physician bun the Muscatine 
hospital, was merely “engaged in 
perpetrating a stupendous fraud 
against the court.” 

We might add that last April 
(1936) the Iowa papers reported 
that Baker and two other individuals 
were under federal indictment on 
charges of violating the U.S. Com- 
munications Act of 1934 in conspir- 
ing to maintain and use apparatus 
to make records for broadcasting 
from a station so located that its 
programs could be received in the 
United States, without first obtain- 
ing a permit Prom the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

Arthur J. CramIp, who is one of OUI 
greatest. authorities on medi’cal char 
latans and quackeries, has made 6 
thorough, cons,cientious, candid studb 
nf the amazin,g enterprises of Nomar 
Baker. I have made use of his writ- 
ings for the fa,cts presented below. 

We learn from this writer, for ex- 
amlple, that Baker’s original enter- 
prises ‘%ave been wholly in the com- 
mercial field,” in which he applied 
h,is shrewd saleslmanshi,p to cigars, 
radios, storage batteries, alarm clocks, 
and numero’us other articles. S’udden- 
Iv he blossamed as a cancer expert! 
Mark you, without medical cducatian 
or experience, according to Mr. 
Cramp, our Iowan, in his TNT mag- 
azine (The Naked Truth) and over 
his radio skation, claimed public con- 
sideration osf his new slo’gan “Cancer 
is curable.” In utter defiance ti med- 

i’cal, scientific experience, Baker urged 
that his treatments positively cure 
cancer “while mediical trust refuses 
recognition because it affords them no 
finan’cial gain.” 

We learn, asccording to Mr. Cramp, 
that Baker started his can’cer “treat- 
ments” after obtaining an “external” 
cancer formula from a Harry M. 
Hoxsey, whos’e mleahodms have been ex- 
posed as rank quaclery, and injec- 
tions for “internal” camzers from a 
Charles 0. Ozian, o’f Kansan, City MO. 
Just what Baker paid for these “for- 
mulas” I don’t know, but whatever 
the investment it was productive, for 
Balker confessed, when ques’tioned on 
t,h#e witness stand, th’at he made as 
much as $75,000 in a s,ingle month 
IjJune, 1930) and even after his 
cures” were exposed by competent 

authorities Baker continued taking in 
lange sums of money, his incom#e in 
January, 1932, amouniting to $7,000. 

The trial to which I have already 
referred was useful in many ways, 
sside from fencing Baker to expose 
his ‘own quackery, for it enlabled the 
inteEgent public to learn some fa’cts 
&bout his past. Says Mr. Cralmrp: 

“It was brought out during the 
trial that Baker’s education went 
no further than a year and a half 
of high school work, after which 
for two years he wu.rked In machlne 
shops. He then went into the vaude- 
ville business, putting on ‘hypno- 
tism’ acts. He continued in that 
field for about eight or 10 years, 
but in 1914 came back to Muscatine, 
where he started to manufacture 
calliopes. This work was interrupt- 
ed for a *hert lime when he again 
went on the road ‘putting on an 
act.’ In 1920, his factory burned 
and he then starte,d a mail-order 
business. Although Baker admltted 
that he could not paint, neverthe- 
less he advertised to teach ‘oil 
painting in 10 lessons by mail.’ His 
broadcasting station went on the 
air in November, 1925.” 

I know my readers are finding it 
lard to b’elieve that a person of Ba- 
:er’s# type, character and backgrounld 
ould get very far in tbe field of med- 
cal sciemze, but let me repeat that 
hc facts ad~vanlced in this, article are 
rom the hi’ghest sources and that 
nulch of the damning exposure of 
saker’s. history came fro#m Baker 
6mself while he was in court. Ac- 
ordinlg to the court record, it seems 
hat Baker originally planned to make 
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some sort of a financial arrangemeni 
with Ozias of Kansas City, whereb) 
the Ozias “injection cure” for “in 
ternal” cancer could be used at. Mus 
catine. On this point Mr. Cram1 
writes: 

“Such plans, however, never ma- 
terialized, and Ozias testified that 
he had never sold, loaned or per- 
mitted Baker to use the formula. 
Baker, when asked on the witness 
stand who it was that told him what 
was in the Ozias mixture, refused 
to tell. It was brought out, how- 
ever, that two persons previously 
employed by Ozias were later hired 
by Baker. One of these was a wom- 
an, Mary Turner, and the other a 
chiropractor, Charles Gearing. The 
Turner woman admitted that she 
had given thousands of injections 
of the Ozias ‘cancer treatment’ 
while in the employ of Ozias; she 
was employed by Baker to do the 
same kind of work when she came 
to Muscatine. Mrs. Turner had no 
medical training and was not even 
a registered nurse! The material 
injected at the Baker Institute was 
found on analysis to be composed 
of one-third carbolic acid in a mix- 
ture of glycerin and alcohol.” 

I know that all this sounds like a 
story out of Msunchausen, but I want 
to assure my most skeptical readers 
that I am dealing with recorded facts, 
not Wellsi.an fiction. One wonders 
why a person like Baker would lay 
himself open in a court case, especial- 
ly when he would be faced by the 
b,est acie~ntifi~c brains of the American 
Medical Association, but this rather 
difficult problem in psychology is ex- 
plained when one gets a “line” on 
Baker’s “slant” in the scandalous cun- 
troversy. Baker, says Cramp, took 
“the attitude that the American Med- 
ical Asso’ciation had no right to at- 
temipt to interfere with his business 
or injure his reputat.ion as, one who 
had conquered cancer.” In other 
words, he was in the cancer business 
anId no one had a right to injure his 
good thing-a project that brought 
as much as $75,000 in a single month! 

Several of my readers who saw 
what I wrolte about a cancer quack 
in Texas have sent me Baker’s liter- 
aturc and have u17ffcd lyle to admit 
that Baker reproduces actual photo- 
graphs omf cancers which had been 
cured-““oefore and after” publicity. 
This point deserves considerat.ion, and 
here I am able to make use of bril- 
liant work done by Cramp, who now 

enters on the sensational parts of his 
exposure of a qualck who undoubted- 
ly wihl go down in history as one of 
the cleverest to ever shake down the 
can~cerom3. 

Baker started his cancer promotion 
with t(he invitation, which he broad- 
cast over his radio station, that he 
“wanted five men and women.. . who 
were suffering from cancer to consent 
to become a test patient for this treat- 
ment, that I wo’uld pay all of their 
expenses for them, all doctor Ihills, 
nurlses care, memdical fee, room and 
board, and they to pay their own 
transportation to the hospital (in 
Kansas City, MO.) where the treat.- 
ment would bme made.” T’hese “test 
cases” were given tremendous pub- 
licity, via the radio and special pro- 
motional literature. The main article, 
which was given prominent display 
in Baker’s TNT, open’e’d with these 
paragrfraphs : 

“Cancer is conquered. The great- 
est discovery in medical science in 
years-a positive cure for cancer, 
that dread disease which has taken 
toll of millions of lives, caused thou- 
sands to commit suicide and driven 
other thousands to insanity-has 
been revealed by an investigation 
conducted by Norman Baker, pub- 
lisher of TNT Magazine and owner 
of the Norman Baker Enterprises 
and radio station KTN’K, who was 
assiste,d by a physician and member 
of his staff. 

“Seeing is believing. Mr. Baker 
and his fellow investigators have 
seen with their own eyes enormous 
and malignant cancers in advanced 
stages of growth rapidly yield to a 
new and painless treatment, soften 
and disappear. They selected the 
cancer cases themselves for obser- 
vation after they had determined 
beyund any doubt that they were 
authentic cases of cancer. They 
have watched these true cases of 
cancer under treatment and have 
seen the cancers grow smaller and 
pass away.” 

Baker went on to say that. “pains- 
;akinp observation” of the t.mt cases 
lad “thoro~ughly convinced Mr. Bak- 
?r that cancer has been conquered,” 
md went on to exploit the five cases, 
Nith photographs. We now come I,U 
,he slensat.ional fact that Baker was 
ien’dinig out this advertising litera- 
,ure when the five “test patients” 
vere dead and buried. His test pa- 
ients were in their grave,s, but Bak- 
!r’s pu,blicity continued t.o claim that 
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“Cancer Is Conquered.” Mr. Cramp, 
who investigated the five cas’es for 
the trial, re’ports as foll’ows: 

Test Case .No. l.-This was the 
case of a woman who had an “ab- 
dominal cancer,” and the case had 
been diagnosed as incurable by rep- 
utable physicians. She took the 
Oaias treatment and, according to 
R&W, “bcgon a rapid rccovcry” 
and the “cancerous mass in the ab- 
domen had softened and most of it 
had passed away.” The facts were 
that the gonr woman was pra&ic& 
ly bedfast when she left Kansas 
City and sbc died a few weeks lat- 
er-in November, 1929, although 
Baker continued to reprint his ar- 
licle, implying that she had been 
cured, as late as June, 1930! 

Test Case No. %.-This was the 
C:LSO of a man with cancer of the 
throat that reputable surgeons had 
declared was past the curable stage. 
In describing the case, the Baker 
magazine imp1ie.d that the man was 
be’ng cured and had gone back to 
work at his trade. The magazine 
arti’cle was still being sent out six 
months after the poor fellow was 
dead and buried! 

Test Case No. 3.-This was de- 
scribed in Baker’s magazine as that 
of a patient who had hnd an CY- 
ploratory operation by reputable 
surgeons which disclosed the fact 
that the case was inoperable. He 
took the “treatmmta” at Kansas 
C.ty as one of the “test” cases, and 
then continued taking th’em at 
Baker’s “institute.” As late as 
June, 1930, Baker was still sending 
out reports implying that the man 
was practically cured, although, as 
a matter of fact, he had died six 
months previously-in December, 
1929! 

Test Case No. 4.-This patient 
was a man with cancer of the jaw. 
$1~ bad previously been opcrnted on 
by reputable surgeons, who held out 
no hope of permanent cure. The 
man took the Ozias “treatment” in 
Kansas City and Baker’s magazine 
bad thi’s to say about him: 

“At this writing the patient 
has recovered sufficiently to be- 
gin to wo’ry over the facl 11~1 
due to the operation he is 
destined to go through life dis- 
figured. He keenly feels that 
had he hnuwn i~buul the Lreat- 
ment sooner he could have 
saved both his life and his face 
from disfigurement. On this ac- 
count, he harbors considerable 
resentment towards the doctors 
who performed the operati’on.” 
This statement was being sent out 

as late as June, 1930; the patient 
died May 5, 1930! 

Test Case No. B.-This was of a 
woman with cancer of the breast. 
She was accepted by Baker as one 
of the “test” cases aad went to 
Kansas City for about two months, 
during which time the cancer trebl- 
ed in size. The Baker magazine ar- 
ticle, implying that the woman was 
being cured, was still being sent 
out in June, 1930, although the pa- 
tient died of cancer in February, 
1930! 
Space doesn’t permit rn,e to go into 

;he Cramp exposure of Baker to the 
extent that t:he caste warrants. The 
appallinlg record is crowded with 
heart breaking retports of cancer vic- 
tims puttinig themsjelves in Baker’s 
hands at Muscatine, separated from 
their mo’ney-and sent hotme to die. 
[t’s humiliating to admit that such 
rcan’dalous enter,prises are permitted 
x operate in this country. 

Your article on Washington proves to 
%ny thinking person the unreliability of 
[k,e asv;rge doctor’s ability to care for 

The bunch of ignoramuses 
that attended Washington belonged to 
the good old days of witchcraft and 
nedical malnractice. What Washington 
really died of was the bleeding process 
aggravated by a complete lack of knowl- 
edge of everything pertaining to health. 
Was the bleeding scientific? 

As my article showed, Washing- 
bon’s disease was a serious one, a 
;ept,ic condition of the throat. In ad- 
lition, Washington was treated by 
nen who res’orted to bleeding on such 
1 s,cale that the poor man was left 
mithmt phpi~cal strelugth to fight 
;he disease. We should bear in mind 
;hat doct,ors of that time-a century 
Lnd a half ago-knew practically 
,iuLllirlg of scientific medicine. Not 
until the 19th Century wag medicine 
3ut on a scientific basis. Doc- 
iors, like other scientists,, have been 
310~ to learn the methods of science, 
)ut progress has been steady and 
fruitful. It would be the essence of 
Polly to blame today’s m&cal sci- 
2mce for the superstitious practices 
>f men who tried their esoteric arts 
in the days before medi#cine began 
Rvolving in the direction of science. 
I’l’~;~Gs me~d~ical science nseeds no de- 

) ‘. Its wonders speak firmly 
and clearly. Only eccentric fanatics 
woald shut their eyes to the magnifi- 
:ent service medical scien* is ren- 
lering humanity today. There’s &ill 
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mulch room for advancement. but the 
mood is one of oDen-minded experi. 
mentatinn, research’ and cold realism 

AnotBer reader-himself a medical 
doctor and the graduate of a reco- 
nized institution-takes me to tag 
for my few words of praisie of DI 
Morris Fi&bein. the edit<or of Th 
Journal. of the’ Awm-ion.n. Me&c 
Association, a man for whelm I hav 
the hiphest re#saect and admiratio 
because I hap& to know definite1 
that he is Lruly s&rlLific: iu his a& 
preach, a hater of shams, and a brav 
fighter against the forces of quacker) 
He has enemies galore, but he shoull 
be prou#d they’re again& him. I 
would be a serious blot on his char 
act#er if the men and interests wh’ 
arc fighting Dr. Fishkin were t, 
be for him. 
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At the same time, I must in& 
that I don’t see eye to eyewr~i.l 
everything Ur. Fishbein I! 
though frankness compels me to sa! 
that our points of disagreement arl 
few and far apart. The doctor men 
tioned in the previous paragrapl 
protests against Dr. Fish!boin’s cam 
paign against state or soscial medi 
tine. Here, of course, I cross lance: 
with Dr. Fishbein, for I am a firn 
bel’iever in the nece#ssity of socializec 
mledicine. I’m willing, however, tc 
grant Dr. Fis#hbein’s strict honesty ol 
purpose. And I recognize several oj 
his arguments to be very strong in 
deed. My readers will recall that 1 
have written several times in the pasi 
that I favor state medicine, but noi 
as a mono,poly of the State. I pre. 
fer what aptpears to be a happy corn. 
promise. The state should us#e it: 
vast facilities to give the masses fret 
medicnl attention, but at the EZWXIG 
time I would permit private practi- 
tioners to follow their profession 
should they prefer to furiction pri- 
vately in&ad of publicly. I believe 
such a s.olution will come eventuallv 

* in this country. 

Is there any $He$ ix? the U.S. that 
confers the degree of A.R. or B.S., by 
mail, on a woman. without her taking 
a course of studv or examination, i.e.. 
by merely paying for same-a diploma 
mill, in other words? 

I’m sure there’s no college in this 
rountry whrich gives diplomas under 
the conditions dsescribed albove. Of 
course, there are diploma mills-es- 
pecially fake institutionls run mainly 

by religious groutps of racketeers& 
hut they hnwn no stansding, and any 
certificate issued bs them woald have 
no value. 

After seeing the movie, “The Garden of 
Allah,” with your favorite, Marlene 
Dietrich, in thse lead, I am wondering if 
YOU have seen it and, if you have, what 
you think about it. 

I didn’t like this. story when I s#aw 
it on the stage and intend to waste 
no time seeing it on the screen, ewen 
though it’s done in colors and has 
for it,s star Marlene Dietrich. I nev- 
er said the beautiful Marlene is my 
favorite actress; I merely staid I ad- 
mire her cool,*?fye;:lling, rich beauty. 

A 
What’s your bpinion of the Gilbert 
Ailen School of Undressing7 

All I know about this s’cho’o,l is that 
it propos,es, to teach the wo\men of 
New York C5ty and environ’s the art 
of premserving their sexual glamour 
by teaching them how to undress in 
a iprovocative, artisti’c, esthetic, 
stidmulating manner. Most of th,e men 
3f my acquaintance have complained 
not so much at the manner in which 
many uwn~n undressed but their re- 
luctance to do sa after thev had been 
pro,positioned. As for myself, un- 
3ress’ing is a chore which takes little 
>f my Lirrvz and thought. I us,ually 
idt on a couch and throw my shoes 
an’d s’ocks on the floor and the rest 
If  the stuff on the couch. where I 
greet the outfit again in the morning, 
#ting it back over my skin with the 
east time an#d thought. That’s one 
xmccn why I always play lny records 
mmediately after getting out of 
)ed. Good music-Bach, Beethoven, 
Wagner, Brahlms, the two Strausses, 
3ibelius, Saint Saens, any of the Rus- 
:ians-such masters. enabl’e me to 
exercise my cultural taste while I 
yo throu’gh the unhaplpy process of 
rettin’g this chunk otf meat in shape 
io I can present it before t.he world 
nrith a minimum of shock and dis- 
Jleasure. BuL? if the Gilbert Allen 
school has hot on soNmething that 
vorks-that makes a woman desir- 
bble long after she has lost her bloom 
hf the honeymoon (htorrible word, 
hat) I’m hot for the Gilbert. Allen 
eachers, whatever it is they teach. 
lolwever, I know many wom’en who 
hould continue to dress and undress 
n the strictest privacy, because a 
housand diplomas wouldn’t help ‘em. 
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The next. time Pm in New York I’ll 
dron around at the Gilbert Allen 
school study the behavior of some 
of their most brilliant students and 
report to my family oif pure-minded, 
moral, pious readers. 

How many hours of sleep do you get? 

I’m a great believer in the old- 
fashioned, conventional eight hours. 
Add a half hour’s nagp in t,he after- 
noon and I’m all set to endure the 
rasping blows of life. I never regret 
the hours spent in sleeping. And 1%~ 
learn,ed from long expenienoe thatt 
if I’m to do any writing it’s first 
nescessary for me to invite Morpheus 
to remove the cob-webs from my brain 
by presenting me with a refreshing 
spell of dreamless slum8ber. No sleep, 
no copy for the linotyne operator. I 
simply won’t-and can’t-write these 
gigantic masterpieces if my body is 
fatigued. And, since you’re curious 
about my hod-room mitnl~ers, leti me 
add I can do a better job of deep- 
ing by crawling in raw, Winter OT 
Summer. Also,. I don’t like to throw 
the windows, wide open for th’e blasts 
of Winter to sweep over my blankets. 
I keep the room cool by turning off 
the radiator, and that’s all. No 
heat-and no icy gales. A sleeping 
room should be comfortable, not a 
replica of a barn. I al’ways remem- 
ber that warmth is life--+ I always 
keeip warm. 

But don’t ask me to tell you what 
sleen is. for I don’t know. As T. B. 
Aldrich’ put its, in his Human Zgno- 
rance, “what probing dee,p has ever 
solved the mystery of sleep?” But 
this 1 do know-sleep is the great 
democrat, or, as Cervantes worded 
it, “while we are asleep, we are all 
Pq11al.” I f  life’s inequalities bear 
doswn too hard, carry them to your 
pillow, the great leveler. If you 
must, take a nightcap, but don’t wear 
one. Pe’rsionally, I prefer to drink a 
glass of rich, pure milk and eat a 
couple of s,cramOoled eggs before re- 
tirin’g to the slecrn that, as Martial 
said, “makes the darkness brief.” 

Plato asserted that no one when 
asleep is good for anvthing, but why 
try $Iways to be good for sbmething.? 
Drotwsiness is positivelv painful to 
me, and when it come’s over me I 
must surrender to the glorious use- 
lessness, of letting “fall th’e windmows 
of mine eyes,” as Shakespeare said it. 

And, while I’m quoting Shakespeare, 
let me jot down his lines fro#m Mac- 
beth: ” 
Sleep that knits un the ravell’d sleave 

of care, 
The death of each day’s life, sore 

Labour’s bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s sec- 

ond course, 
Chief nourisher in life’s feast. 

Cervantes, in his DWL Qwixote, 
sang his, blessings on him that first 
invented sleep. “It,” he wrote, “cov- 
:;;a$ m.an,. thoughts and all, like a 

; it 1s meat for the hungry, 
‘drink for the thirsty, heat for the 
cold, and cold for the hot. It is the 
current coin that purchas#es cheaply 
all t*he pleasures of the world, and 
the balance that sets even king and 
shepherd, fool*anNd*sag;.” 

Please comment on the way the Inquisi- 
tion put out Galileo’s eyes. 

Galileo was, for a time, the nris- 
oner of the Vatican becausle of his 
heretical writings and disscoveries, 
but his eyes were never gou,ged out. 
The truth is bad enou,gh withont 
making it worse. 

+i+ *r & 
In your letter ‘repiying-to my inquiry 
rcgardinp: Norman I3aker’a claim he cam 
cure cancer, you use the word “quack” 
several times. You should explain ex- 
actly what you mean by a “quack.” 

I always use that word in the sense 
it’s defined in Webster’s New Znter- 
;n~;enal Dictionary, from which I 

“To make vain and loud preten- 
sions, esp. of medical ability; to 
play the quack; hence, to talk pre- 
tcntiously without sound knowledge 
of the subject discussed.” 

* * * 
What was H. G. Wells’s estimate of 
Napoleon? 

Wells descr&ed “the little corporal” 
as “a hard, pett.y, lying, vain, un- 
scrupulous little adventurer.” He 
also painted him as having narrow 
vision, extraordinary luck and great 
afbility as a leader of armies, Bernard 
Shaw once said the world would he 
better off today if Napoleon had nev- 
er been born. The s’ame goes for 
Hitler, Mussolini and Franc0 And, 
while we’re at it, let’s throw ‘in that 
would-;be dict.ator and cockroach to- 
Jalitarian, Father Coughlin. The dif- 
ference between Coughlin and Mus- 
solini is that the latter is a real mass- 
murderer wh,ile the former, 0eing 
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without actual military power, mus 
content himself with squirting blad 
d,er-dz+ppine;s *Fnd*kidzy-waste. 

What is your opinion of the theory o 
Reincarnation? 

The notion is pure bunk. It’s offer 
ed without even an attempt at evi 
den,tial support. I f  you can believ 
in that bowel-paste? you can believ 
just tibout anythmg. I’ve neve: 
known of a single intelligent persol 
who held this theory seriously ant 
sinrerely. But I’ve met up wit1 
clever deceivers who had learned the 
knack of making money from gull 
ible believers in Rein’carnation, bu 
they were in the game for the eas3 
living they could make out of it 
Thus,. only fools believe in and knaves 
exploit Reincarnation. The whoIf 
proposition is just so much bladder, 
d’ew aad kidney-seepinlgs. Any mar 
who falls for such hooey is suffering 
from too much lint in his navel. 

I have frequently heard, and said s< 
myself, that the financial and business; 
interests control the church. I wouli 
like to see some authorlty for thir 
charge. 

Harper’s, for January, 1937, con 
tains an article on this slubject which 
will be found valualble, especially be. 
cause of the publication’s usually 
conservative attitude on chlurch ques- 
tions. The main facts are: 

Control of the church, especially 
in cities and towns, is now largely 
in the hands of the favored eco- 
nomic classes. About three-fourths 
of the chairmen of the boards be- 
long to the business groups or are 
subscrvicnt to them. Thus thcrc 
exists an interlocking control of 
the church by the same capitalistic 
interests which control business. 
The church organization itself has 
a tremendous stake in the profit 
system. The annuity fund for Con- 
gregational ministers alone has 
large sums invested with 54 rail- 
roads, nine governmental agencies, 
two industrial corporations, and 43 
public utilities, aside from other 
stock and vast real estate holdings. 
A single institution, Trinity Church, 
in New York City, has an annual 
income from investments alone of 
Italy $z,nnn,nnn. Chnrrh welfnre ia 

boun,d up financially with the wel- 
fare of capitalism. 

%Q +a * 
What is the nature of the biggest in- 
surance policy in the U.S.? 

According to Barron’s, for Deeem- 

ber 28, 1936, the biggest insurance 
policy ever written in the U.S. is the 
one covering the Port of New York 
Authority’s tunnels and bridges. The 
protection is for $85,000,000, with 32 
insurance coqpanies dividin’g up the 
risk. The contract covers, among 
others, the George Washington 
Bridge, Holland Tunnel, and the Mid- 
town Hollsand Tunnel. “Protection,” 
says Barron’s, “is ,provided in the 
policy against all con’ceivable damage 
and loss &e to the direct or remote 
co~~aeque~~es of war, ssLrikes, riols, 
and civil comm’otion,. and loss of rev- 
enue from interruptlon of operations 
of the crossin’gs.” 

: * 4+ 
What are the*;acts regarding Howard 
Hughes’s recent record-breaking flight 
across the U.S.? 

On January 19, 1937, Howard 
Hughes, averaging “332 miles an 
hour, or 5% miles per minute, cover- 
ed 2,490 miles beLween Los Ar~gelea. 
Calif., and Newark, N.J., in 7 hours 
28 minutes 25 seconds, breaking all 
landplane distance-stpeed records. His 
previous transcontinental mark was 
9 hours 26 minutes and 10 seconds.” 

q+ *> *3 
Which muairal instruments ore popular 
among our young people? 

The only information I have on 
th’is subject is a report printed in the 
Sierra &dmatior~al News, December, 
1936, which sltudies the instrumental 
preferenscea of 340 members enrolled 
in orchestras in San Benito County, 
Calif., where musical instruction is 
given in 23 of the county’s 26 rural 
schools. The popularity of various 
instru~ments mav he .iudged rrorn the 
figures in the following table: 

Violin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 
Piano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 
Guitar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34 
Trumpet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 
Mandolin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 
Drums . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Accordion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Saxoahone . . . . . . . . 16 
Clarinet .._.........._........ 12 
Trombone . . . . . . . . . . 
Bells . . . . . . f 
Bass-viol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
‘Cello . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Flute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

; : z 
Do Americans*‘stii* biiieve they are 
living in a land of opportunity, that any 
young man who has ability and ambi- 
lion, and practices thrift, can some day 
earn $5,000 or more per year? 

This question was polled by 
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t 
: 

Fortune’s quarterly survey, January 
193’7, which showed t”he followiw 
answers,: 

Yes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39.6% 
Yes, if he’s lucky . . . . . . . . . 18.0 
No . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34.7 
Don’t know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.7 

The same report shoiws that “more 
than half of the poor having ar 
opinion 011 Lha su~bject, believe that, 
with or without luck, a man may 
achieve the status of proslperity 
thro’ugh his own abilities; among the 
prosperous there are 29 pepcent whc 
find opportunity dead.” These facts 
prove that the U.S. is still the home 
omf osptimism, des’pite seven years of 
depression. 

x+ 4+ +A 
Can you give some facts touching on 
thr business side of Dible salesman- 
ship? 

The EZeader’s Digest, for January, 
1937, contains data sumpplied by a 
Bi,bl,e salesm,an. which is summarized 
b&w: 

Three-fifths of the 5,000,OOO Bibles 
sold in the U.S. each year are dis- 
tributed in the Bible Belt, that is, in 
the States south of a line drawn 
from Pennsylvania to Nebraska. 
Salesmen earn 40 pPrrPnt rnmmia- 
sion; they often sell as high as 
$500 worth of Bibles a week at 
$5 each. Women buy four out of 
every five BLbles snld in America 
by commission salesmen. The easi- 
est person to sell is one who can 
neither read nor write; 5 percent 
of all Bibles bought in southern 
States from house-to-house canvass- 
ers go to illiterates. Bible houses 
encourage business with them. 

l 3 9 4+ 
Some Jews of my acquaintance have an 
apt expression which I’ve heard several 
times. It’s to the effect that “Hitler 
will die on a Jewish holiday.” What 
does it mean? 

You didn’t quote the sentence in 
its entirety. It goes this way: “Hit- 
ler will die on a Jewis’h holiday, no 
matter what the date.” Ketch on? 

+& +f+ .s 
Was Coolidge sincere when he an- 
nounced hc didn’t choose to run? 

W. E. Woodward, an excellent 
authority, in his, A New American 
History, asserts1 t$hat Calvin Coolidlge 
did choose to run. Wooc%ward writes: 

“It turned out, in the end, that he 
did not want to be taken literally. 
He wanted to be -drafted. He en- - 
vlsage,d a Kepublican convention 
that yelled for Coolidge, and would 
accept no substitute. Nominated 

unanimo’usly by a convention of a 
thousand enthusiastic delegates. he -  I  

would then recede from hia determ- 
ination and, as a patriotic Ameri- 
can, bow again to the yoke of 
martyrdom. An eyewitness at the 
White House says that Coolidge 
upon hearing the news from the 
convention ‘threw himself across the 
bed ad lay there a long time....“’ 
W&II Lhe accidtx~l d Har&&s 

death made Coolidge Pres,ident, his 
stepping up to the Presidency was 
lxt;;$ on good. precedent but was 

uncon&itutional. Woodward 
explains the situation as follows: 

“The framers of the Constitution 
intended the vice-president to act 
in the deceased president’s place 
until the next election. Tyler would 
have none of that; he insisted on 
heing sworn in an a real president 
and not as an acting president. By 
doing this he established a principle 
which has been followed ever since.” 

Is gold mining Alaska’s biggest indus- 
try? 

Alaska’s biggest. industry isn’t gold 
but sal’mon. During 1936, nearly 
500,000,000 po’unds of salmon were 
shhianed out of Alaska. worth $46.273.- 
2x-.- The cotibined’ prod&io’h df 
golrl and silver was valued at $16,- 
570,580, according to a report made 
by J. J. Connors, collector of cus- 
toms, Juneau, Alaska. 

Have you any facts regarding the elec- 
tric sign business in the U.S.? 

The electri’c sign industry distri- 
buted, in 1935, about l,lOO,OOO elee- 
tric signs, at a cost to the pub:lic of 
~205,000,OOO. It, gave employm,ent to 
>7,000 employes in Lhe prmlucliorl cle- 
partments, offices and s’elling, all of 
whom re’ceived $71,000,000 in wages. 
Materials and accessories colst $80;~ 
300,00’0, and overhead cost $44,000,- 
Ni, leaving a net profit of $lO,OOO,- 

How many people in the U.S. brush 
:heir teeth? 

At a meetin’z of the Dental Insti- 
t ;utc of Am&&, in Ch,icago, it WOE 

1 reported that, only 25 percent of the 
I leople brush t$heir+tee:h. 

r* 
7 Wh;ch President referred to Thomas 
1 Paine as “a filthy little Atheist”? 

II 
This enormity was perpetrated by 

Theodore Roosevelt, in his biography 
)f Gouverneur iMorris. I have paid ( 

my, respects to this monstrous 
troth many times in the past, but 
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glad t,o dwell on the issue again. 
Paine made wonderful contributions 
to our sLru&es fur Preedorrl ad de- 
serveId, better than he’s b,een treated. 
In Theodore Roosevelt’s case, the three 
statem’ents about Paine are all false, 
for the great Deist and Libertarian 
wasn’t filthy, wasn’t little and most 
assuredly wasn’t an Atheist. 

Paine was s~crutpuLously clean phys- 
i’cally. As Dr. L. M. Birkhead puts 
the matter, “he had the English;man’s 
love of the bath.” As for b&g little, 
Paine wa,s five feet nine inches t,all, 
which, says Dr. Birkh’ead, “was tal’l.. 
er, in fa’ct, than Theodore Roosevelt.” 
It’s inexcm+able to call Paine an Athe- 
ist, for h,e says, again and again in 
his writings, that he believes in God. 
Paine rejected Christian theology, 
‘but that doesn’t make him an Athe- 
ist. 

Our ob’sclurantists have convinced a 
&ablc portion of the puklic that 
Paine was “a filthy little Atheist,” 
but lovers of truth and honesty should 
counter this low prolpaganda when- 
ever they meet it. No editorial writ- 
er or pubhe speaker should be per- 
mitted to get away with such lies. 
Adtmirers, of the great patriot should 
alwlays writ#e letters of vigorous pro- 
test when they see the falsehoods re- 
peated in thehXpres; 

*t+ 
How many old people have we in this 
country? Will the number grow? 

We have 6,500,OOO persons of 65 or 
over. Dr. Robert E. Chaddock, pro- 
fess#or of statistics, Colrumbia Univer- 
sity, estimates the number of old 
peolple past 65 years of alge may 
grsw 300 percent in the next half 
century. The aged people of this 
country are not dist&uted evenly, 
aocorcling to Dr. Chaddock, who 
shows that Los Angeles has twice as 
many persons of 65 or more in pro- 
portion to pogulat$n $;s Detroit. 

Recently I reasd that when the cast 
iron plow appeared, many farmers op- 
posed the invention. Can you tell me 
why? 

Until the end of the 18th Century 
plowing was done by a pointed stick. 
When Charles Newbold, in 1796, 
produced the cast iron plmow, the 
farmers-that is, most of them- 
fought the idea becau,se they believe’d 
the metal woul,d poison the soil. The 
saperstit.ious prejudice gradually dis- 
appeared. 

In 183’7, John Deere, in Grand De- 
tour, Ill., used sllick, shiny steel to 
make a yl’ow, which Lecame an im- 
medliat’e success. This was because 
the old cast iron plow wasn’t success- 
ful when used to work the soft, 
damp, muIcky prairies of the West, 
bec8ause the rough surface held the 
wet earth, making it necessary for 
the man to Etolp cvcry few feet to 
clean off the mulck. In the East, the 
iron plow was all right, because the 
soil was loose. 

Deere, knowing about the farmer’s 
trouble wit-h cast iron plows, and hap- 
pening t,o see som,e broken parts of 
a large circular saw, took the pieces 
of bright steel to his blacksmith shop 
an’d turned them into an all-steel plow 
that pleased the farmers because it 
cut a neat furrow through the sticky 

I am troubled by mice, but can’t set 
a cat after them because we have a 
dog who is unfriendly to cats. I don’t 
care for traps, nor do I want to use 
poison. What womuld you suggest? 

Scientists connected with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture suggest, 
in all seriousnes.s, that you can drive 
away a mouse by giving strong of- 
fense to the creature’s sense of smell. 
They report that many experiments 
have proved “the bravest mouse 
cauld not tolerate the odor of flaked 
naphthalene ,scattered about furni- 
ture, books, ‘clothing, etc. This must 
n’ot be used around foodstuffs, or per- 
sons as well as mice may b’e repelled.” 
The s’ame authorities advise persons 
to change the bait on their mouse- 
traps from time to time, as the same 
old bait begins to prove unattractive 
to variety-loving mioe. Mice are ex- 
ceptionally fond of peanut butter, 
chocolate candy, fried bacon, sardines, 
nut meats and bananas. 

: * ? 
What’s the h&e popsation of New 
York State? Is it growing? Are horses 
bringing higher prices? 

In 1936, New York State had 312,- 
000 horses ; in 1930, 339,000. Today, 
the average price, in New York State, 
is $143; in 1930, $109. The figures 
show, of course, that the horse popu- 
ation is slip,ping, bsut the ol’d saw 
still h’o&, to the effect that there are 
more horses’ rears than horses. 

4+ +i% * 
Is there any remedy for the winter de- 
cline in Vitamin A content of milk? 

The cause is the lack of fresh pas- 
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ture. Scientists are now at work on a 
dairy far-m near Lockport, N.Y., ex- 
perimenting with a view to provid- 
ing cows with fresh alfalfa all winter, 
which, if successful, will remedy the 
seasonal decline of Vitamin A in 
milk. They are t,aking a hint from 
the frozen food distributors. They 
are building silos fixed uw with vac- 
uum tanks,-with the temp&ature con- 
trolled by dry ire. The work is still 
going on, hopeBully, aocording to late 
reports, but without definite results. 

Anot,her scheme is expected to pro- 
duce Lhe same result-% hay dr-yer. 
Such a machine has been available 
for years, but has had slight accap- 
tance, except among the most pro- 
gressive farmers. The big arrricul- 
rural implement concerns m&ruf~cture 
them, but they’re still too expensive. 
The machines arc used to dry or toast 
t,he hav immediatelv after it’s cut. 
This process, it’s said,. retains a great 
deal of t,he food values th#at would 
be burned out if left on the field for 
the uslual sun-curing. 

How many newspaper readers are there 
in the U.S.? How many buy magazines? 

There are 40,000,OOO newspaper 
buyers; 30,00~000Zmagazine buyers. 

How many Jews* any Cazolics are there 
in New York City? 

Jews, 1,765,OOO; Catholics, 1,‘733,- 
ooo- 

* * $4 

Can you tell me something about Citro- 
carbonate? 

This proprietary medicine is sold 
by Upjohn Colm.pany, Kalamazoo, 
Mich., with the support of an im- 
mense advertising appropriation, car- 
loads of circulars and booklets, count- 
less millions of samples to doct.ors 
and laymen, “testi~monials” from lay- 
men incompetent to form a s~cientific 
opinion, and the like. When the med- 
icine was proposed for inclusion in 
the American Medical Association’s 
“new and non-official remedies,” this 
public-serving body, represlenting the 
best brains of the medical world, re- 
jected the preparation “beNcause it 
(Citrocarbonate) is a mixture of semi- 
secret and unscientific composition, 
containing an excessive number of 
active ingredients, marked with ex- 
travagant and unwarranted therapen- 
tic (curative) -claims- under a mislead- 
mg and uninrormative na’me.” 

The February, 1937, issue 
ITsnlth and Hygiene, contains a 

of 
val- 

uable article entitled “Be Wise- 
Don’t Alkalize,” in which the public 
is warned that “the body, except in 
scvcrc di&ctcs and kidney disease, 
manages with great efficiency to 
keep a balance between acids and 
alkalies. Citrocarbonate! if used as 
suggested by the ads, will only ham- 
per the body by supplying more al- 
kali when the body may be trying 
t.o combat alknlncie (t,oo mmmh nl’kali j . 
Belching and shortness of breath 
may be caus,ed by a numlber of con- 
ditions’, ranging from mental worry 
to dis’ease elf the arteries of the 
heart. Those people having such 
comwlaints should have a thorough 
examination t;+ d,e$?rrn$e the cause.” 

Please comment on what has been de- 
scribed as the greatest miracle of 
modern times-the- stigmata girl. 

Teresa Neumann, the so-called sitig- 
mata girl, was born on Good Friday, 
1896, at Konnersreuth, Bavaria, the 
oldest of 10 children. It is aoocrted 
that she has had no solid food since 
1923, ‘and since 1926 has taken d- 
solutely nothing, not even water. 
This so-called miracle girl is being 
exploited by the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

It puzzleo me how anyone can he 
taken in by such fakery. The priests, 
of course, live by such nonsense, so 
they’re merely protecting their 
rac#kets. As for the believers in Lhis 
“miracle,” they strike me as a lot of 
gullible asses who would believe any- 
thing, if only the priests told t,hem 
it was so. The priests know that the 
ignorant wortion of the masses are 
always looking for miraclles, and when 
Olll??S “Bassed” it ibr?nex in vast 
profits-io the priests-& they see to 
it that the market for miracles is 
supplied. In other words, the whole 
business is a dis8gusting, mercenary 
dseception. There’s nothing so low and 
contemlptible but that, a priest will 
do it, if only it helps keep his hu- 
man jackasses in line. 

This Neumann business reminds me 
of a passage in James Harvey Rob- 
inson’s new book, The Human Com- 
edu. which I’m sure mv readers will 
find valuable. This hardboiled real- 
istic thinker takes up the quesiion of 
whv the humzan advance is obstruct- 
ed,” and- then points to two reasons, 
as follows : 

1: qVe are burdened down by a . “... 
vast baggage or outworn traditions 
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and folkways coming to ua from 
the remote past. 

2. Few men ever grow up mental- 
ly. They plod along on ideas and 
convictions acquired in chiltdhood 
from historical baggage and never 
question these “fundamental ver- 
ities.” 

There you have the “miracle’ 
racket,, along with dozens of other 
obscurantist conditions that tend tc 
keq mankind 1nw1Lal1y backward 
And the priests, who’ve had long ex 
perience in administerin’g opium tc 
the minds of the masses, know thic 
better than anyone else. They arc 
masters of t,he black art of keeping 
their victi,ms in dark ignorance. Th6 
world will never have a clear roac 
ahead until the priests and other mis 
leaders of the people are stripped 01 
their power to dbstrutct the path tc 
progress. 

And while I’m at it, let me tap 
on a constructive note to this rather 
critical pnnsnge by referring agair 
to pobinson’s bolok, noting the feu 
sound suggestions he pass’es on tc 
readers who would be mentally alive, 
They follow: 

1. Develop the habit of critically 
examining basic assumptions. - 

2. Be grown-up mentally, that is, 
be historically minded. 

3. Don’t over-rate the past. 
4. Live for the present and the 

future. Don’t waste your life whin- 
ing for “the good old days.” 

: : +x+ 
Have the whalz ii*the Antarctic been 
exterminated? 

In London, England, The Society 
for the Preservati#on of the Fauna of 
the Empire has given some attentior 
to the disit&mfuI situation of tht 
Antarctic whales. It heard recently 
frolm Dr. Dilwyn John, who is con- 
sidered one of the foremost author- 
it.ies on the subject of whales. Dr. 
John says the whalmes were once 
brought to a few factories, but dur- 
ing the past 10 years the industry 
has turnpd to the use of floating fac- 
tories, which now enalble whaling tc 
go on nearly everywhere in the Ant- 
arclic wntinent. One of these float- 
ing factories weighs 43,000 tons. 

There’s suppos,ed to be a certain 
atnnunt of control. l?or example, it’s 
considered wrong to kill the cakes, 
immature whales or females accom- 
panied by calves. But th’ese checks 
aren’t doing much good, for the irn- 
mense killings continue, and eyen 

Irow worse from year to year. From 
1927 onwarmds the production of whale 
Cl in t”he Antarctic was tripled. 
I%irty Lhvuaard whales are being 
cilled every year, and already there 
ire indications that the blue whale 
s being exterminated. Dr. John re- 
3orts that the average length of 
whales’ caught in 1935 was about 80 
Feet, which is less, than it used t,o be 
anmd is hardJg bcpmd the minimum 
ength of whales -capable of repro- 
lucing thems8elves. A female whal’e 
:an give birth to only one calf every 
;wo years. 

Dr. John savs that science is 
carnin.g a great deal about whales. 
9e gives a few exceedingly interest- 
ng facts in t.he following paragraphs: 

“The researches at South Georgia 
and on board the Discovery II. and 
the William Sroresby are building 
up our knowledge of this mvsterious 
creature’s harassed life. The scien- 
tists have found out, for instance, 
that the blne whale lives entirely 
on a certain sort of prawn which 
frequents the Anta-rtic in shoals, 
and that this prawn lives on a cer- 
tain marine vegetation, which in 
turn lives on certain salts in the 
sea. The result is that they can 
now predict to some extent the con- 
centrations of whales bv testina 
the salts in the water. They also 
trace the winte,r migrations of 
whales to warmer waters by shoot- 
inn numbered darts into them. as 
ornithologists ring birds. 

“The legends about the great age 
of whales are apparently untrue. A 
whale is old-at 30. To judge by the 
statistics of whales killed, he is 
also lucky.” 

+ + + 
‘“The Americ: Fzernzn is very good. 

loseph McCabe’s ‘The History of the 
World Since 1918’ is a gold mine. I 
pave it to the Communist party of 
Toronto, and God knows they need it, 
‘or they are not over-burdened with 
ntelligence. McCabe is, in my humble 
bainiou, one of the greatest historians, 
f not the greatest, the world has ever 
cnown. Not only is he an historian, 
mt he is also a genius well versed in 
every subject known to man. I would 
tonaider it a great honor to shake Mc- 
;abe’s hand--the most brilliant expo- 
lent of Freethought that our Fascist 
Church (Roman Catholic) has had 
iince the days of St. Peter.“-Pat Sul- 
ivan, Toronto, Canada. 

t 4+ * 
What is the ex*t*ent of business recovery 
1s expressed in actual profits? 

The United Press, early in 1937, 
nade a survey of the business s’itua- 
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tion, which is summarized as follows: 
“Net profits of America’s leading 

business enterprises last year (1936) 
rose more than 50 percent above 
1935 to within 1 percent of the 1930 
earnings. The total was 446 percent 
above the depression low of 1932 
and about 60 percent of the net 
profits recorded in the peak boom 
year of 1929.” 

* * * 
What’s the difference between a $2 and 
a $5 “house”? 

As founder and chairman of the 
Spit and Argy Club, I have to decide 
many dmelicate and difficult questions, 
but this one eas’ily stands out as the 
hardest. After med,itation and prayer, 
I’m able to say that the only dif- 
ference I can find is that the $5 
houses have fltor-krn,p;. 

What is Freetl&P*ht? What does Free- 
thought seek tn do? What does Free- 
thought demand? 

Josenh Lewis, president of The 
Freethinkers of Ammerica, 31’7 E. 34th 
St., N.Y.C., outlines Freethought’s 
aims and principles in a clear, order- 
ly manner, as follows: 

WHAT FREETHOUGHT IS 
Freethought teaches that conduct 

should be based on reason and knowl- 
edrre. It knows nothing of divine 
guidance or interference; it regards 
Eanpiness as man’s proper aim, and 
utility as his moral guide. 

Frvethought affirms that progress 
is possible only through liberty, and 
therefore seeks to remove every bar- 
rier to the fullest free,dom of 
thrught and speech, 

Frcethought declares that theology 
is condemned by reason as super- . . stxtlous, and by exaerEence as mis- 
chievous, and assails it as the his- 
to-ic enemv of progress. 

Freethoupht maintains that Man 
is not the cncmy of Man and that 
universal peace can be accomplished 
only by the cradicat:on of religious 
and racial preiudice, not only among 
individuals, but between nations as 
well. 
WHAT FREETHOTJGHT SEEKS TO 

DO 
Freethought accordingly seeks to 

dispel superstition; to spread edu- 
cation: to dis-establish religion; 
to rati’onalize morality: to eradicate 
prejudice; to promote peace: to dig- 
nify labor: to extend material well- 
b-ing; and to realize the self-gov- 
e‘nment of the people. 
WHAT FREETHOUGHT DEMANDS 

1. That no religious instruction 

be given or religious observance be 
held in schools supported in whole 
or part by taxation; and that the 
machinery and urganizalium of the 
public school system be in no way 
used to further religious doctrines. 

2. That churches and other ec- 
clesiastical property shall be no 
longer exempt from taxation. 

3. That all public appropriations 
for educational an,d charitabe in- 
aliluliuna uf a aectari’an clmracter 
shall cease, 

4. That all religious services now 
sustained by the government shall 
be abullshed; and especially tkal the 
use of the Bible in the public 
schools, whether ostensibly as a 
text-book or avowedly as a book of 
religious worship, shall be prohibit- 
ed. 

5. That all laws directly or indi- 
rectly enforcing the observance of 
Sunday aa lke Sabbath &all be re- 
pealed. 

6. That the judicial oath in the 
courts and in all other departments 
of the p-orermuent aball be nbolish- 
ed, and that simple affirmation un- 
der the pains and penalties of per- 
iurv shall be established in its 
stead. 

7. That the appointment by the 
President of the United States or 
by the governors of the various 
States of all relieious festivals shall 
whollv cease. 

8. That not only in the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and of 
the scvcral Stntcs, but also in the 
practical administration of the same 
no special privileges or advantages 
shall be conceded to anv establish- 
ed or special religion whatsoever; 
that our entire political system 
shall be founded and administered 
on a purely secular basis: and 
that whatover chnnrree shall D~OYO 
necessary to this end shall be- con- 
sistently, unflinchingly, and prompt- 
ly made. 

9. That the employment of chap- 
lains in Congress, in the Legisla- 
ture, in the navy, militia, and in 
prisons, asylums and all other in- 
stitutions supported by public money 
shall be discontinued. 

4+ * 9r 
Can you tell me something about the 
matrimoninl agency bnsineaa? Is it ZI 
racket? 

The American Magazine conducted 
a s~urvey of this interestin’g “indus- 
try” and found t&at Z,OOO,OOO men 
and women in this co8untry are mem- 
bers of matrimonial clubs, snend !$4,- 
000,000 ner year in dsue,s and use UP 
$9,000,000 worlth of postasge in writing 
to and through 400 “lonely heart” 
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organizations. Just ho’w many map 
rilalgeis result from $hes#e activitiee 
I’m unable to say, but one ehimak 
pulls the, number at only 5,000, which 
strikes me as beinlg an understate 
ment. Here are solme of the facti 
learned by the magazine’s investiga- 
tom : 

“As far back as 1859 there were 
matrimonial clubs in this country, 
but in a small. dishonest WLLY. Coun- 
try lads were induced to send $5 
to a city slicker who promised to 
provide a beautiful young heiress, 
and when the country lad had sent 
his money he was that much poorer 
and wiser. Later, shrewd persons 
en the look-out folr easy money 
figured that an honest matrimonial 
club could be conducted at a good 
profit with little effort, and, since 
that discovery, the business has 
been growing by leaps and bounds. 

“The lonely are like the poor: 
They are always with us. The so- 
cial club offers them everything 
they desire. Its function is simple. 
For a small fee, paid by each mem- 
ber, it offers to exchange the names, 
addresses and descriptions of men 
and women so that they can corre- 
spond with each other. This, basi- 
cally, is all it offers to dn. Actually, 
it offers romance by mail, with the 
possibility of marriage. 

“Women over 50 represent one of 
the major problems of every club. 
They clog the rolls, have an exalt- 
ed opinion of their importance to 
men and never seem to realize that 
they have lost the charm which men 
demand in women. The average 
person who enrolls in a club is ready 
and willing to ‘tell all’ and it is 
from this that the danger of black- 
mail and swindle emanates. 

“Moat of the women club mena- 
bers are school teachers, nurses, 
office workers and widows. Most of 
the marriages are between middle- 
aged pervons who look for compan- 
ionship and secu,rity rather than ro- 
mance. The men are retire’d soldiers 
and sailors, clerks, accountants, 
rural doctors, farmers, engineers, 
widowers and those whcse profes- 
sion takes them to far-awav alaces 
where suitable mates are scarce or 
non-exislanl.” 

: : t 
I am collect& s2riqtkts of famous 
Americans and wou!d appreciate your 
listing any yuu may have. 

Americans have always had a taste 
for fitting sobriquets. Here are a 
few: 
‘hid,:: Man Eloquent-John Quincy 

. 

The American Cato-Samuel Adams. 
The Plumed Knight; the Tattooed Man 

-James G. Blaine. 
The Sage of Wheatland-James Bn- 

chanan. 
The Mill-BOY of the Slashes-Henry 

Clay. - 
Thsanytor of the Press-Charles A. 

The Little Giant-Stephen A. Douglas. 
The Pathfinder-John Charles Fremont. 
The Canal-Boy-James Abram Garfield. 
Unconditional Surrender-U. S. Grant. 
Little Ben-Benjamin Harrison. 
The Cincinnatus of the West; Old Tip- 

oecanoe-William Henry Harrison. 
Fightihg Joe-General Joseph Hooker. 

(This was also applied to General 
Joseph Wheeler.) 

Old Hickory-Andrew Jackson. 
Stonewall-Thomas Jonathan Jackson. 
The Sage of Monticello-Thomas Jeffer- 

son 
Light-Horse Harry-Henry Lee. 
Father Abraham; Honest Old Abe; The 

Railsplitter; The Martyr President- 
Abraham Lipcoln. (John Hay, in his 
!&Eo;sn t; Nlcolay, called Lincoln “The 

Black Ea’gle; Black Jack-John A. Lo- 
gan. (General John J. Pershing has 
also been called “Black Jack.“) 

Little Mac-General G. B. McClellan. 
Young Hickory-James K. Polk. 
Old Fuss and Feathers-Winfield Scott. 
The Watch-Dog of the Treasury-Fran- 

cis 1 Spinner. 
Old Rough and Ready-General Zachary 

Taylor, 
ThGilat;ge of Greystone-Samuel J. 

The Little Magician-Martin Van Buren. 
Mad Anthony-General Anthony Wayne. 
The Schoolmaster of the Republic- 

Noah Webster. 
The Quaker Poet-John G. Whittier. 
The Good, Grey Poet-Walt Whitman. 
The Father of His Country-George 

Washington. 
The Sage of P;tat; Hil&E. W. Howe. 

Please give all the nicknames of the 
states. 
Alabama--“Cotton,” “Lizard ” “Yaller. 

hammers.” 
, 

Arizona-66Baby,n ‘Sunset,” L‘Apache.” 
Arkansas-“Bear,” “Bowie.” 
California-“Golden ” “El Dorado.” 
Colorado-“Centennia1,” “Silver ” 
Connecticut-“Constitution,” ‘LN;tmeg.” 
Delaware-“Diamond,” “Blue Hen’s 

Chickens.” 
Elorida~‘Ev’ergIade,@’ “Land of Flow- 

ers.” 
Georgia-” Empire State of the South,” 

“Cracker.” “Buzzard.” 
Idaho-6LGem.” 
Illinoi&~‘Sacker,” “Prarie.” 
Indiana-“Hoosier.” 
Iowa-“Hawkeye.” 
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Kansas-“Sunflower ” “Jayhawk.” 
Kentucky-“Blue brass,” “Corn-Crack- 

er ” “Dark and Bloody Ground.” 
Loui&na--“Pelican ” “Creole.” 
Maine-“Pine Tree,:’ “Old Dirigo.” 
Maryland-“Old Line,” “Cockade.” 
Massachusetts-“Bay,” “Old Colony.” 
Michigan-“Wolverine ” “Auto ” 
Minnesota-6’Gopher,“’ “North. Star.” 
Mississippi-“Bayou,” “Eagle,” “Magno- 

lie.” 
Missouri-“Ozark,” “Iron Mountain,” 

“Show Me.” 
Montana-“Stub Toe ” “Bonanza,” f 

“Trcasurc.” 
Nebraska-“Antelope,” “Black Water? 

‘“Cornhusker.” 
Nevada-“Silver ” “Sage Brush.” 
New Hampshir~-6’Granite.” 
New Jersey-“Jersey Blue,” “Garden,” 

“Mosquito.” 
New Mexico-“Sunshine ” “Spanish.” 
New York-“Emoire.” L~Execlsior.” 
North Carolina--“Oid North,” “Turpen- 

t:nc,” “Tar Heel.” 
North Dakota-“Flickertail,” “‘Sioux.” 
Ohio-“Duckeye.” 
Oklahoma-“Sooner ” 
Oregon-“Beaver,” “Web-Foot.” 
Pennsylvania-“Keystone,” “Steel,” 

“Ccal.” 
Rhode Island-“Little Rhody,” “Planta- 

tirn.” 
Sou+h Carolina-“Palmetto.” 
S~~utb I)almtit-“Sunahine~ “Coyetc.” 
Tennessee-“Volunteer.” “Hog-and-Horn- 

iny.” 
Texas-“Lone Star,” “Beef.” 
Utah-“Drseret,” “Beehive,” “Mormon.” 
Vermont-“Green Mountain.” 
Virginia-“O!d Dominion,” “Mother.” 
Wash’ngton-“Evergreen,” “Chinook.” 
West Virginia-“Panhandle,” “Moun- 

tain.” 
W’sconsin-“Badger ” “Copper.” 
Wyoming-L’Equalit$’ (Suffrage Pio- 

new). 
: : : 

What is the i*at yopu;fation of New 
York City? 

About 1,500,000, acclording to an 
estim~ate. 

4 4 4 
VViBc,yu please comment on the Ouija 

Such a contraption might make a 
toy for childr~en, but can mean noth- 
hg to an adull. A person who looks 
to such a thing for advi#ce, guidance, 
or repor& on th,e future, b&rays 
nothing but an immense capacity 
for abs\o~rbin~g~mnk. 

4 4 
Do American women know how to sew? 

The National Retail Dry Goo’dle 
Associlatbn reports that 27,000,006 
American woxnem don’t know how tc 

sew. The report also shows th& 92 
percent of America’s homes have 
jerwing machin~es, but only 15,000,OOO 
mt of 42,000,OOO women know how 
;o use them. 

4 4 4 
What’s the difference between the 
Canadian Mounted Police and Hitler? 

A “Mourrtie” alwtays geta his man, 
wjhile Hitler glwais zakes his boy. 

Piease reprint ;But’Rile*y Came Home.” 
Ssome an’onymlous b’ard telk bhe 

tragitc story in four sh,ort liner, bhhis 
way : 
Beneath this stone lies Murphy 

They buried him today 
He lived the life of Riley 

When Riley was away. 
4 4 4 

I am in the mail order business and 
am looking for good lists of names to 
rent. Can you suggest anything extra 
fine? 

There are lkts for many different 
kinds of offers, so it would be quite 
impossible -for me to reco,mmend any 
rentals offhand. Let me suggest thait 
you glet in toulch with James M. Mosie- 
ly, 230 Congre.as St., B80’ston, Mws., 
who, in my opinion, is bhe greatest 
authority in the world on lists for 
dire& mailinNgs. Mosely has han&d 
over 21,000,OOO pieces of direct mail 
in the past few years, so I’m sure 
he can handlie pour problems con- 
stzuctively. I’ve had dealings with 
many men in the mail order busi- 
ness, but never hlave I known anyone 
t’o even compare wilth Mosdy when it 
eornles to offering lists of names for 
dire& mail exploitation. Beside,s be- . 
ing completely efhcient, the man is 
albs’oiutely h,onest. Pult your proposi- 
tion in his capable hands, and if your 
offer has any merit, anld you have 
enough liquid etapita to move a lmot of 
cjr~cul,ars. wu ought to be flooded 
with orders. - 

How many combinations can be made 
out of a deck of cards? 

Fifty-two playing cards can be 
made into 5$644,‘73’7,488,792,839,237,- 
440,000 coImibm+at~ogs. 

4 
What do you think of a person who 
brags? 

It all depen,ds on who is boasting, 
the way he boasts, and what he’s 
boasting about. I f  the boaster is in- 
dallging in plain bluff and bluster, he 
gives rnle a pain in an exquisiitdy 
private part of my physi~cd mecha- 
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nism. An empty bo#aster is enoujg? 
to turn the hardiest navel inside out. 
He’s jusC 50 much cr;tp-vapor mixed 
with dung-st,eam, and thiat’s my idea 
of a big seinker. But when a man 
who has done a good job sucoessrful. 
ly takes time out bo tell about it, 1 
usually hiten respectfully. Such 
bragging-if done intelligently-isn’t 
at all offensive. After al& no one 
with a gosod catclh of fish sneaks home 
by the way ;f byk ;lleys. 

l 

What do you think bf these strip-tease 
acts now being put on by the burlesque 
houses, mainly Minsky? 

Tlo tell you the truth, I wouldn’t 
leave my couch to walk across the 
street to see one, buit if one walked 
across the street to my couch, 1 
wouldn’t run away. 

* * * 
What’s the difference between Joe Louis 
and the father of the Dionne auintua- 
lets? 

Joe Louis f;ughi fo; his fame.. . , 

Who was the last man t*o box John L. 
Sullivan? 

The undertaker. 
* * * 

What is the attitude of the public with 
regard to “mercy dealha" Cur incurablea 

A ~012 taken by the In,skitutre of 
Public Opinion in January, 193’7, 
&olwed th,at 46 percent of tihe nation 
favor Euthanasia, or “mercy deaths.” 
The question was worded as fol!cows: 

“Do you favor mercy deaths under 
wvernment supervision for hope- 
less invalids?” 

The ~0~1’1 is s8ummarized as follows: 
Yea 

Nation . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46% 5% 
New England . , . . , . , , . . . . 43 
Middle Atlantic . . . . . , . . . . . 54 :i 
lcaat cmtm1 . . . . . . . . . 40 
West Central . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 ti 
South . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..I.... 38 
Mountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 f27 
Pacific Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 
Women . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48 ii 
Young persons . . . . . . . . . . . 54 46 

A similar poll among medical doe- 
tom &owed 63 percent in favor an 
47 nlercent aspain& euthfanasia. 

I am horrified by the rising tide of 
anti-Semitism. What can we do to corn- 
hat it? 

The Jews thems#eIves, espedaIls 
their leaders, can’t agree on a pro- 
gram. Som,e assume a pious air and 
warn their fellow-Jews in words 
something like the following: “Jews 

must always strive to live better, 
purer lives, setting such examples of 
rectitude that they will be above at- 
taclk.” The Ger,man Jews, of course, 
were attacked not because they were 
bad, sinful scoundrels but because 
they aplplied t”hemselves to improving 
themselves, morally, culturally, phys- 
ically, intellectually, artistically, etc. 
The Ger,xnan Jews weren’t crushed 
because they were “inferiors,” morally 
and otherwise, blut bemcaus’e they had 
applied themselves too seriously to 
the fine tasks of bett,ering themselves 
and their community. No, “living b’et- 
ter lives” can’t be considered a rem- 
edy, for it is in truth, one of the 
excuses of a&-Seimitism. 

Other Jews say that anti-Semritism 
is a just. punishment visited on them 
by Jehovah or something because of 
their failure to be more Jewish. They 
warn their fellow-Jews to return to 
the ideals. and tradtitions of older 
days. The answer to that is to point 
to Poland, where the Jews have al- 
ways Ibeen, and still are, completely 
Jewish in. their ideas, outlook, re- 
ligion, manners, customs, and the like. 
And Poland, as we all know, is the 
w,orst anti-Semitic country in the 
world, even worse than Germany, and 
that, in all conscience, is saying a 
lot. 

The only effective weapon the Jews 
can use, to my notion, is to stand 
together with all persecuted minor- 
ities. Being themselves a small mi- 
nority, the Jews can’t fight and win 
their own battles. The enemies are 
too powerful and numerous. In Ger- 
many, for instance, the Jews never 
numbered more than 1 percent of the 
population. Democracy offers pro- 
tection t.0 minorities against racial 
prejbclire. Thmat is one of the glories 
of democracy. Jews, therefore, should 
invariably stand for the ideals of 
democracy and help not only their 
own persecuted group but all victims 
of obscurantism, tyranny, prejud’ice, 
persecution, discrimination, exploita- 
tion and other forms of anti-social 
behavior. When labor unionists are 
persecuted and atta’cked, Jews should 
stand by them. When Negroes are 
die~oriminated against, lynched and 
in other ways tortured, Jews should 
hold aIoft the banner. of justice, free- 
dom and fair play. When the Jews 
learn the great. lesson of cooperation 
-helping other victims of abuse and 
injustice-their own position will be 

’ 
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strengthened. Of course, this won’! 
crush anti-Semitism, because that evil 
is based on prejudice, not.reason, ant 
no prejudiced person can be mflu. 
enced by logic, facts and honest dis. 
cussion, but cooperative action with 
other objects of social hatred wil: 
present a stronger front to the would- 
be destroyers of the Jew’s right to a 
decent place $ tF c:mlmunity. 

Is it true that fatigue Es a great deal 
to do with motor car accidents? 

T. J. S&urn, Kansas City Traffic 
Enagineer, says th’e facts prove con- 
clusively tlhat fatiigue is responsible 
for many accidents. Here’s whlat he 
says his deaaritm.ent’s records prove: 

“In the -morning rush hours be- 
tween 6 and 9 o’clock, when drivers 
were fresh and alert. there occurred 
only 4 percent of ‘the fatal acci- 
dents. In the afternoon rush period, 
3 to 6 o’clock,- drivers apparently 
were more fatigued-5 percent of 
the fatal accidents, 21 percent of 
non-fatal and 20 percent of property 
damage accidents occurred during 
these hours.” 

+ 4+ 4+ 
Please reprint Mark Twain’s paragraph 
in praise of England’s country-side. 

It’s found in More Tramps Abroad, 
and its sent,iment immediately endear., 
ed our great humorist and philosopher 
t.o thp Eng;ligh peofple. London is dis- 
cus&g favora,bly the plan to erect 
a statue to Mark Twain in the Vic- 
toria Embankment Gardens, to be 
unveiled &ring the coronation period. 
Mark Twain’s impression of the Eng- 
lish country-side follows: 

“It is made UD of very .simale de: .._ 1. 
tails-just grass, and trees, ana ’ 
shrubs, and roads, and hedges, and 
gardens, and houses, and vines, and 
churches. and castles, and here and 
there a ruin-and over it all a mel- 
low ,dream haze of history. But its 
beauty is incomparable, and all its 
own.” * * * 

Is it true tha? the New York World’s 
Fair will, in some cases, use bubbles of 
water as lights? 

Yes. This novel scheme was evolved 
by phvsicists to help illuminate the 
prounds in a new and esthetic way. 
~u?.$.~les of water will actually be used 
as electric lights. The laboratory 
says the bubbles will act like soap 
bubbles floating in the sun. The re- 
port continues: 

“The bubbles will dance up 
through a column of ‘water which 

rises slowly in a tall glass cylinder 
and overflows. Their number and 
size is regulated by compressed air, 
which enters at the bottom of the 
tube where a lighting unit is placed. 
The light shoots up and the rays 
bounce off each bubble they hit. 

“Without the bubbles, the water 
would give only a dull glow. With 
the bubbles, it will sparkle out a 
wide circle uf soft, clear Ilght.” 

+> +l$ l r+ 
Have you any information regarding 
the plan of the New York World’s Fair 
1~ du away wilh fluud-lighling frum the 
outside? 

The buildings are being designed 
t,o emit light from their own walls, 
accordfng to a dispatch s#en$ to Eu- 
rope by Reutmer. Outside flood-lights 
will be dislcarded in order to avoid the 
glare of direct lighting. “The walls 
wi181 be made of plaster and studded 
with bits of mica or stplinters of 
plass, or ,they may be coated with 
Gints sensitive to ultra-violet rays,” 
says) the report. 

* G+ a+ 
Please reprint Senator Vest’s tribute to 
a dog. 

U.S. Senator George Graham Vest, 
3f Missouri, prosecuted a mlan, years 
ape, for having killed R nei~h+x-&n 
dog. In his speech to the jury Sena- 
tor Vest delivered a eulogy that has 
become ma classic of popular oratory 
and homey philosophy. The speech: 

The one absolutely unselfish 
friend that man can have in this 
selfish world, the one that never 
deserts him, the one that never 
proves ungrateful or treacherous, 
is his doa. 

A man’s don stands by him in 
Prosperity and-in poverty, in health 
and in sickness. He will sleep on 
the cold groun’d, where the wintry 
wind blows and snow drives fiercely, 
if only he may be near his master’s 
side. 

He will kiss the hand that has 
no food to offer; he will lick the 
wounds and sores that came in en- 
counter with the roughness of the 
world. 

He guards the sleep of his pauper 
mauler as If he were a prince. 

When all other friends desert, he 
remains. 

When riches take wings and rep- 
utation fella lu pieces, he 1s as eon- 
stant in his love as the sun in its 
journey throuph the heavens. 

If fortune drives the master forth 
an outcast in the worl,d, friendless 
and homeless, the faithful dog asks 
no higher privilege than that of ac- 
companying him to guard against 
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danger, to fight against his enemies. 
And when the last scene of all 

comc~, and dcnth tnlcos tho master 
in its embrace, and his body is laid 
away in the cold ground, no matter 
if all other friends pursue their way, 
there, by his graveside, will the 
noble dog be found, his head be- 
tween his paws, his eyes sad but 
open in alert watchfulness, faith- 
ful and two oven to death. 

4 4 4 
Does Roosevelt intend to run for a thirc 
term? 

Thcrc’s nothing to support ouch ar 
idea. F. D. R. has done or said noth, 
ing to warrant su;h a conclusion. 

4 4 
Is there anything *to the report thal 
Roosevelt plans to make Secretary ol 
Agriculture Wallace President in 1940 
whereuoon Wallace will name Roosevell 
Chief Ju~lice UP lhe Supreme Court? 

There isn’t a shred of evidence tc 
back up that report. 

4 4 4 
110 you happen to know whether or no1 
George Washington’s Rules of Civilit 
are available? 

The Library of Congress contains 
a’monlg its Washington manus’cripts 
the school exercises of George Wash. 
in,qton. in which he copied 110 “Ruler 
of Civility and Decent Behavior ir 
Company and Conversation.” His ad. 
vice is sound and could be taurhi 
profitahlv to our young people today 
with slight changes, of course. Space 
doesn’t permit me to regrint the en. 
tire manuscript of 10 p&pes, but the 
main points will be found below: 

In the Presence of Others Sing 
not to yourself with a humming 
noise. nor Drum with vour Fingers 
or Feet. _ . . If You Cough, Snccsc, 
Sigh or Yawn, do it not Loud but 
Privately; and Sneak not in vour 
Yawnine but nut Your handker- 
chfcf or Hand before your fact and 
turn aside . . . Shift not yourself 
in the Sight of others nor Gnaw 
vour nails . . . &dew no man’s 
face with your Spittle, by approach- 
ing trio near him when vou Sneak 
. . . Turw not vour Back to others 
~sneclallv in Sneaking. Jog not the 
Tnhlr or T)nslc on which Another 
reads nr writes, lean not on anyone 

Keen your Nails clean and 
ii&t, also your Hands avd Teeth 
Clonn vet without Showing any 
great Concern for them . . . 

Be no Flatterer, neither Play wlth 
anv that delights not to be Plav’d 
Withal . . . Read no Letters, Books, 
or Papers in Company but when 
there is a Neceos’tg for the doing of 
it you must ask leave: come not 

near the Books or Writings of An- 
other so as to read them unless 
dwired 07 giw ynnr npininn of 
them unask’d, also look no’t nigh 
when another is writing a Letter 

Reproach none for the Infirma- 
‘tik, of Nature, nor Delight to Put 
them that have in mind thereof 
. . . Do not laugh too loud osr too 
much at any Publick Spectacle . . . 

S?~p~rRnnun Cnmplements and all 
Affectation of Ceremonie are to be 
avoi,ded, yet where due they are 
not to be Neglected . . . Let your 
Discourse with Men of Business be 
Sh0.t and Comprehensible . . . In 
visiting the Sick, do not presently 
play the Physician and you be not 
Knowing therein . . . Undertake 
not to Teach your equal in the art 
he himself Professes;. it Savours of 
arrogancy . . . Wherem you reprove 
Another he unblameable yourself; 
for example is more prevalent than 
Precepts . . . Be not hasty to be- 
lieve flying Reports to the Dispar- 
aaement of any . . . Wear not your 
Cloths. foul. uariat. or Dustv hut 
See thky be ‘Br&h’d’once ever”y day 
at least and take heed that you ap- 
proach not to any uncleanness . . . 

In your Apparel he Modest and en- 
deavour to accomodate Nature, rath- 
er than to procure Admiration . . . 
Eat not in the Streets, nor in ye 
house, out of Season . . . Associate 
yourself with Men of good Quality 
if ycu Esteem your own Reputation; 
for ‘tis better to be alone than in 
bad company . . . Sublime matters 
treat Seriously . . . Being Set at 
Meat, Scratch not neither Spit, 
Cough or blow your Nose except 
there’s a Necessity for it . . . Let 
your Ret-eations be Manful1 not 
Sinful . . . Labour to keep alive in 
your Breast that Little Spark of 
Celestial fire called Conscience. 

: 4 4 
A reader voirbzs vigorous objections to 

3enjamin Franklin’s letter to the Royal 
3ocietv of B’ussels. in which the nreat 
tatriot and philosbpher suggest&ll”that 
*hemists get to work on the problem of 
liscnvering something to take with one’s 
‘nod in order to make wind-breaking a 
bleasant, esthetic experience instead of 
L sorial offen-e. It is urged that nature 
nust have had some purpose in making 
he odor unpleasant, and I am asked to 
nake an ?ttem?t to discover that hid- 
fen aim. Parbags, after all, it was in- 
ended to EuidR the deaf. 

:ditor, The American Freeman: 
Let me tell you how good it is to 

ead yonr spritely, one-man publication 
ach month, and to contemplate what a 
ell-rousing city e,ditor you would make 
Rstead of a cigar-smoking pamphleteer, 



who, encounced in the heart of rural right of property. Yet the bitterness 
Kansas, ruminates in print over the fate and reaction were no great that in 1666 
of the world. All of which is to say, the bodies of the judges of Charles 
your’re doing a splendid-and unique, I were dug up and hanged. And that 
using the word in its correct meaning- swing went so far that the reaction 
piece of work in pricking the puffed from it brought the revolution of 1633. 
shirt front of hypocrisy in which SO The French Revolution hit not only the 
many of our American institutions and king, but the landed property of the 
headline-getters are garbed. Nowhere nobility. There was uninterrupted war 
have we seen a publication or an editor over most of EnroPe till lgl.5, fnllowod 
lhat handles more down-to-earth atUB by revohttions of 1830, 1848, 1870. The 
than you. Russian Revoluticn struck at all the 
Herman A. Horowitz, Editor and Pub- French Revolution hit, and in addition 
lisher, The Jewish Transcript, Seattle, the bankers, factory owners, and mer- 
Wash. chants. It is reasonable to expect pain- 

* d * ful repercussions. One of these is the 
“I thoroughly disagree with Mr. current outbreak of Fascist dictator- 

Newell Martin’s request in the April, ships. I think, and assume you agree 
1937, issue that The American Freeman with me. that Hitler is the outstanding 
should not be turned into a weekly menace to clvillzation and progress 
publication. Whether the people will today. He proclaims his purpose to de- 
listen more attentively to a preacher stroy the Soviet Union. He and every 
who speaks once a week Or once a month enemy of the Soviet Union are seizing 
all depends on what the preacher is upon Trotsky’s case merely as a means 
speaking about. If he is expounding to aid their ,attack. Since that is so, ,it 
good, sound sense, I can’t sPe why peo- seems to me that to broadcast Trot- 
ple wouldn’t be even more anXiOUS to sky’s case just now is to aid Hitler. In 
listen to him once a week than once the present state of the world that is 
a month. I know I would want to he the ultimate evil. Just now Hitler has 
around as much as possible to listen abolished Catholic parochial schools in 
to a person who has some sense. The Bavaria. I do not like aarochial schools, 
idea that a paper of The Freeman’s but 1 shall not mention that fact in 
caliber would lose some of its life and the Present controversy. When a man 
fire (as Mr. &rtin put it) if turned is fighting for his life against a tiaer 
into a weekly is absurd. In fact, l’m I do not bid him see the beauties of 
quite’ sure it would increase its ‘life the striped skin. I do not suppose you 
and fire.’ The mind works something regard Hitler’s sexual peculiarities as 
like an automobile. If you don’t keep of cosmic importance, yet you use them 
fee,ding a car gas it will stop and if aa a weaPon- 
you don’t keep feeding the mind sound For the sake of the argument let us 
knowledge and information it iS liable Suppose Karl Radek and the rest lied 
to slip back into the everyday current about Trotsky’s connection with them. 
of bunk. In a month’s time a Person It is not denied by anyone that Trot- 
could practically forget that he has a sky’s aim is to overthrow the Stalin 
subscription to your pape’r. I SWgeSt regime in the Soviet Union, to break 
you turn The Freeman into a weekly off the alliance with France and C!ze,-ho. 
and cut the price to a nickle a COPY- Slovakia, and to replace the attempt to 
I’ll bet your circulation would increase, build Socialism in one country by 
too, with more copies of The Freeman permanent, world-wide revolution. 
floating around.“-The Staten Islander. Counting men, guns, shins and re. 

-3 SC- f sources, does it look like a better bet 
Editor, The American Freeman: than the bailding that the alternate 

We have had your papers a long time Program is engaged in? 
and, without agreeing with everything And aiding Trotsky means just that. 
in them, consider you what Heine call- If it were possible for him to be ro- 
ed himself-“ a soldier in the liberation warded for his really great contribution 
war of humanity.” Because of that fact, to the Revolution without endangering 
I write you concerning the current ex- its PermaneIICe, I should be plad. But 
plodon uf contruveray about LCU~ Trot- be IS a dynamo of energy and just now 
sky. whether he wishes to be or not be is an 

In your April, 1937, issue you speak aid to Hitler. 
of your sympathy with the progress in For the sake of the record, I am not 
the Soviet Union, and at the same time a member of the Communist party or 
criticize the intolerance prevalent there. any other political organization. 
Now the Russian Revolution is one of So. Tacoma, Wash. 
the major overturns of history, com- JESZE B$L$OCK KASTNER 
parable to 1649 in England and 1793 in 
France. The English explosion wreck- Melville Charlton, a Gegyo Rational- 
ed the theory of the Divine Right of ist, who for 18 years functioned as or- 
kings, but did not touch the divine ganiet of Union Theological Seminary. 
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N.Y.. and as organist at various Jewish 
tern&s, writes: “Your Negro readers 
heartilv commend vour scientific and 
highly” ethical treatment of the Negro 
Question.” 

4+ t% +I+ 
From London, Joseph McCabe writes: 

“I am beginning to think that war is 
off. Hitler (or at all events his army 
chiefs) is afraid of Russia, and a com- 
bination of Russia, France and En 

K 
land 

would pulverize Germany and taly. 
England is the weak point, however. 
Our Tory government, which has SO 
disgracefully sacrificed Spain, wants te 
see Russia crushed.” 

* * +& 
An employe of the government of 

Allbert,a, Canada, who is a Freeman 
reader, writes as follows about his 
boss’, the “social credit” prqmier and 
charlatan: 

“You have heard of the second 
coming of Christ. I am not sure 
whether we have it here, or a New 
Moses, but at any rate William 
Aberhart is a man sent by God to 
guide Alberta out of the economic 
wilderness. He, a former high- 
school teacher, founder of a Pro- 
phetic Bible school, has got that idea 
in his head anyway. He is now 
Premier of Alberta and I am a 
humblme civil servant 

“You are somewhat peeved at 
there being limitations on free 
speech in Russia. You should be a 
civil servant in Alberta and YOU 

would appreciate Russia! 
“Quoting from one of his follow- 

ers whom I chanced to overhear, 
‘Y’know Aberhart is the smartest 
man in this country, and he gets it 
all from the Bible, too!’ 

“He is a wonder indeed, but pity 
the poor Freethinker!” 

43 * + 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

Aoropos your failure to make the pub- 
lic accept poetry you say, “They (the 
public) are made that way”. . . . Whose 
fault? ‘My answer is that it is the fault 
of our educational technique. Of course, 
I must qualify that at once by saying 
that very many of us are congenitally 
“made that way.” With these there is 
nothing to be done; they, as you point 
out, may have talents rn other direc- 
tions. But there are very many more 
of us than now give any sign of it who 
have potentialities for poetic apprecia- 
tion. But this latent quality has to be 
drawn out and exercised if it is to func- 
tion. And the literary hack who is com- 
monly hired (an,d beset with the usual 
fears of being fired, the need of show- 
ing subservience to “superiors” in the 
teaching staff or on the school board- 
the latter composed usually of local 

Babbitts) for this tact-requiring task is 
simply not equal to the job - 

An,d so what have we &tead? A 
dully perfunctory cramming of the driest 
output of the most ancient poets, fed 
in regular forced doses. By the time 
the student has wearily come to the 
end of his course in English-yes, this 
goes for the prose part of it too-he is 
a confirmed enemy of most everything 
literary, and sedulously avoids it all for 
the rest of his life. 

It takes a poet to teach appreciation 
of poetry, that is, a person with a poetic 
tcmaerament even if he does not write 
verse. And, what is more important, he 
must not be hedged about in his ac- 
tivities as most teachers are today. 
Things as fragile as are all forms of 
art expression and ‘appreciation do not 
flourish in such an atmosphere. There 
is need for what you call “the mood for 
the free play of thought.” I doubt if 
in a capitalist economy such an ideal 
can ever be realized in even a modest 
way, in a large way certainly not. 

When I went to school-an,d that was 
not too long-1 heard of such things 
as Chaucer’s CANTERBURY TALES 
and Balzac’s DROLL STORIES, for in- 
stance; to actually start reading these 
things was not even thought of. My 
own children have gotten so far as to 
read them-that is some of them (the 
stories, not the children), the dullest 
and safest of course (a moral code more 
immoral than anything contained in 
these works preventing a deeper delving 
into them). But, curious spirits that 
they are, one of them delved neverthe- 
less, and forthwith, in celebration of 
the alleged natal day of the “saviour” 
of all good Christians, she presented 
me with a beautiful copy of each. And 
now, wonder of wonders, I, who might 
much earlier have been led into an ap- 
preciation of these things by proper in- 
struction, find myself at this late date 
chuckling and cackling my way through 
these volumes, and having little shivers 
run up and down my spine at the con- 
summate skill with which Chaucer put 
life into lines of just 10 syllables. 
After an evening of this I go to sleep 
and even seem to dream my ideas in 
hetrical form! And yet, this Chaucer 
is but a good translation. What an ad- 
venture it would have been to have 
learned the medfeval Enelish and to 
have read it as the old -boy actually 
wrote it. 
Maplewood, MO. C. A. LANG 

a 4 4 
“In view of the way your Grants Pass, 

Oregon, correspondent massacres the 
English language, I should say that 
when he speaks of abolishing all foreign 
language newspapers and compelling 
the use of English only, besides betray- 
ing an ignorance of enlightened socio- 
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logical attitudes, he shows a colossal 
egotism, an egotism, by the way, chsrac 
teristic of hia type. I imagine thai 
after the way you polished him off he 
must have become your life-long and 
devoted friend. But no matter; if a 
fellow could read even one issue of The 
Freeman through, with understanding 
and still write such dumb stuff, he’e 
hopeless and would leave you in a huil 
over something else anyway, sooner OI 
later.“-A Reader. 

ti+ * * 
“I think your New York octogenarian 

is right about lcccping The Freeman a 
monthly. In the present mental develop- 
ment of most of us it takes about a 
month to become satiated with the lies 
and hypocrisies found in other read- 
ing matter and to again acquire a hun- 
ger for truth, candor, wit and common 
sense “-C A L MO, . . . 

4.’ +’ 9 
Editor, The American Freeman: 

The long piece you wrote on the So- 
viet cultural outlook, in which you 
quoted Audre Gidu and Remain Rolland, 
was the sort of thing which makes The 
Freeman unique. If one could more often 
find that sort of incisive material in 
publications such as SOVIET RUSSIA 
TODAY, those publications would be 
vastly more interesting. That such a 
spirit is lacking in the Soviet press, is 
apparent to anyone who occasionally 
examines the English editions obtainable 
here. It seems that there is being ac- 
cepted there, quite as a matter of 
course, a kind of fanatical complacency 
(peculiarly Russian, Atheist and Social- 
ist, to be sure) but nevertheless a com- 
placency such as I should not like to 
live under. Your criticism of The New 
Masses, The Daily Worker, etc., is a 
just complaint along the same lines. 

When, however, I see the power 
wicldcd by the churches hew; the lug- 
ging of tiny children to church kinder- 
gartens where they begin to be plied 
with superstitions which cripple their 
b.nins for lift; when I see the cxtcnt 
to which this insidious error-mongering 
pervades even the public school system, 
then I am not so proud of ourselves 
either. It is not at all far fetched to 
say that the sort of tirade let loose 
by “the department of public relations” 
of the company manufacturing Italian 
Balm in respomw to criticism of their 
product, is, in part at least, the out- 
come of cock-eyed mental habits thus 
early begun, the same satisfaction with 
self and intention to defend, by heck, 
our right to it, that we have been find- 
ing fault with in these Russians. In- 
stead of this company admitting that 
its product contains phenol, in a quan- 
tity harmless to all but an idiosyncratic 
few-even as does carbolated Vaseline 
and many other products, that steps 

would be taken to further investigate 
its power for harm in that degree of 
dilution, mud lyromiaing a change in 
formula if that seemed to be warranted, 
this company idiotically rushes to con- 
vict itself by the very puerility of its 
reply. Even as capitalistic sales tech- 
nique, that’s bad. Grant such people 
large bureaucratic power and we should 
be as bad off as the Russians. 

A STEADY RBADER 
+P * * 

In the April, 1937, issue of The Free- 
man you said that 1909 pennies are 
worth $19.09. Can you aend me the ad- 
dress of the firm that buys these coins? 
I have a number of them I would like 
to sell at that price. I certainly owe 
you a debt of gratitude for bringing 
this to my attention. 

We& it looks as though I’m going 
to have to diagram all my little jokes 
frolm now on. I’ve received a dozen 
let,ters like the foregoing, from read- 
ers who are ready to dispose of 1909 
pennies for $19.09. T plainly said this 
was all a gag-that 1909 pennies, 
meaning one thousand nin’e hundred 
and nine separate an#d distinct pen- 
nies were worth $19.09, because each 
penny is worth 1 cent and it takes 
100 of them to make $1, and 1909 
to make $19.09-ketch on? By Gawd 
and by Jee-zus, it’s enough to t.urn 
me into a sour-puss to have my at- 
tempts to cheer up my read!ers with 
a little. Inughtcr turn back on me. 
vowever, I intend to continue plug- 
ging for a laugh, even though a dozen 
out of my 25,000 pious subscribers 
can always be relied on to miss t.he 
joke. Despite all discouragements, I 
still hold the following verse as one 
Df my unalterable articles of faith: 

A laugh is just like sunshine, 
It freshens all the day; 

It tips the peak of life with light, 
And drives the clouds away; 

The soul grows glad that hears it, 
And feels its courage strong- 

A laugh is just like music 
For chee;$ng @lks+ along. 

18 it true that Italians have more than 
one form of the word “bravo”? 

When Italians cry “bravo” they 
have in mind a m,ale performer; 
“‘brava” is for women performers; 
“bravi” is for two or more perf’orm- 
srs. 

+ +I* * 
What’s the history of the wor,ds “black- 
guard” and “blackmail”~ 

King Henry VII ha: some menial 
servants who were dressed in black 
and therefore became known as 
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“(black guards.” Gradually the word the monetary obligation incurred by 
“blackguard” came into us’e to de- your presence in this car, and sug- 

s&be a low, unrelia;ble indiddtual. gest that you liquidate.” 

The word “blackmail” com’es from Not that, there’s any connection, 
the North of England and Scotla’nd, but it happens that I’m reminded at 
where robber chieftains exacted trib- this mo,ment of what, the money-or- 
ute in the follm of money, crops, live der clerk at the Girard postoffice told 
stock, an#d the Itike, for refraining me the other day. During the Christ- 
from looting certain towns and vii- mas buying season last. year a woman, 
lages. “Blach” meant bad and “mail” who wasn’t known to the clerk, ap- 
meant tax or tribute. Subsequently proached his window an’d asked: 
the word “~blackmail” came to mean “Do you happen to have a good 
any attempt to extort. money or prolp- handwritin’g?” 
erty. “I ‘don’t think it’s at all basd. At 

4+ 4+ * any rate, I’ve had no complaints,” 
How’d we come to use the word “blue- replied Mr. Millington, the ever- 
stocking” to describe swells? 

Albout 200 years ago there was a 
obliging functionary. 

club of women in London that went 
“Well, I want to see a samiple o,f 

in for literary convers,ation. It in- 
your handwriting before I buy a 
postal money order for my daught,er 

vited famous figures in the world of at college.~’ 
lit,erat.ure and learning to attend its He sho’wed it to her and she ex- 
meetiW3. Benjamin Stillin~!zfleet,, the pressed comiplete satis;fa,ction. By 
%%uralist, atten’ded these meetmgs, this ti,me our clerk was burning up 

I zs those were the days when with curiosity. IIe, didn’t have to 
men wore knee breeches, his stock- fish for information because the worn- 
ingS always attracted notice beCaUse an volunteered thii: 
they invariably were blue. When the 
scientist failed to show up a few 

“I live at Pitt.sburg, Kansas, (14 
miles from Girard) but I couldn’t 

times, the women comiplained: “we buy a money order there because 1 
can’t do a thing without the blue d 
stockings,” 

on’t like the clerk’s han,dwriting. I 
for he was always mch want this money order to loOk nice, 

a gr,eat help to the memlbens because 
of his brilliant conversation and wide 

so I de’cided to shop around the coun- 
t y  and find something I could use, 

knowledge. Soon the club got to be Your penman&hip is just, fine.*’ 
krmxn as “the bluestocking club,” and 
later the members themselves got to 

Who said “nerts”? 
* a+ * 

be called “blu;sto;king.” I run a boarding house and have a good 
chance to marry a lodger who owes me 

I work as a conductor and in collecting a lot of money. Would that be a good 
fares I find that once in a while some match? 
passenger takes offense at the bluntness 
of my yell of “Fare. 1” What can a man 

It might work out that you could 
do under such circumstances? S~pPnd yOUr Old age in comfort living 

Dealing with the publilc is a diffi- off the money this feller owes you. 
cult, trying jolb-enough to wear (Does anyone else want sound buui- 

down the stoutest. nerves. I know neSS adv’ce?) + + + 
what I’m talking aibout for I’m in the 
mail order business, and that means 

I n what field is the most slang used? 

The ev’idenc’e s’eelms to point to d,ealing with all sorts and sizes. carnivals 
Solmeday 1’11 tell about some of the though circuses, rodeos, 

things that happen in this, plant. the sta.&, sports, movie studios and 
Meanwhile, I’d suggest that you aban- radio stations are r,i& sources of 
don the peremptory “Fare!” and get slang. Harry Buchanan, who is at 
in the habit of saying “Fare, plealse.” work on what will event.uallg be pub- 

I f  that doesn’t work, learn to reel off lished unider the title of The Ency- 
the follo,win,g sipeech : chwdia of the Amusement World, 

“By the cjaeulntory term ‘Pare!’ has slpent almost five years studyin 
I imply no reference to the state of slang, and reports he has garnere 3 
the weather, nor even to the kind only about 90 percent of the avail- 
of service vouchsafed by this ahil- abIble material. Be says: 
anthropic company. I merely allude 
in a manner perhaps lacking in 

“The most highly colored slang 
and the most difficult to translate 

delicacy, but not in conciseness, to is among the earneys (carnivals). It 
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is pure grifter slang.” (Grift is a 
term for high proosurc, uncthicnl 
means of getting money from a gull- 
ible aerson.) “Thev’ve mt more 
gaffs on those joints than-you could 
think of.” (A gaffc;;t;olnechanized 
contrivance to carnival 
gambling devices. Their use in car- 
nivals is almost universal.) “I had 
the toughest timo on tho oarnoy 
lot. I was nothing but a gilley.” (A 
gilley is a mark, a rube, a local 
yokel or the person who is to be 
separated from his money. In other 
words, a sucker.) 

I wonder if Mr. Buchanan is fa- 
miliar with the immense library of 
slan’g that is used by pitchmen.. While 
they don’t lbbelong stri’ctly to the 
a.musement world, the average pitch- 
man is us~allg conne’cted with sosme 
form of entertainlment, mainly “car- 
neys,” or graduated from them, or will 
return to them in time. I’ve heard a 
pair of pitchmen talk for 10 minutes 
and I didn’t und’erstand a sent,ence 
they uttered. At that, they’d have 
to go some to beat carmval people. 

A’ccortding to Mr. Buchanan, carni- 
ival people make their slang even 
more difficult by translating it into 
pig-Latin. He esplains this by say- 
ing that when a mark has lost his 
roll and ‘b’egins to grumlble, someone 
will my: “Illshay to the untfray ” 
which, when turned back from pig- 
Latin to slang, means “the shills 
(accolmplices) are to come u~p to the 
mark and ‘chill him off,’ or lead him 
away and divert his mind from his 
losses.” 

Mr. Buchanan, asked to improvize 
an imaginary conversation and trans- 
late it. into understandable En’glish, 
assented, aslkin’g his hearers to as- 
sume that two “flat joint” (carnival 
game) operators were talking about 
their profession. The men said: 

“What’s the line on them dolls?” 
“They’re just slum. I snag ‘em for 
a sawbuck a thousand.” 

“How much do you have to spring 
for your intermediates?” 

“About a dimmer. Why should I 
dish out more? The marks don’t 
know the ,different. They’re flash 
to them.” 

. “I sprung a century the other day 
to a guy whose joint was sloughed 
and I got me enough flash so I can 
throw a cop once in a while and it 
won’t break me.” 

“I ain’t throwin’ any cops. I’m 
workin’ strong.” 

This is the way Mr. Buchanan de- 
coded iL: 

“Tell me, what is the actual cost 
of those dolls you use for prizes?” 

“They are of very inferior qual- 
ity but keep up the interest of my 
customers. I purchase them for $10 
a thousand.” 

“How much do you have to pay 
for your mediucre prizarJ?*’ 

“About lo-cents each. Why should 
I invest more? These silly persons 
who play the game are unaware of 
the difference.” 

“I paid $100 the other day to a 
fellow whose establishment was 
closed by the police. I got enough 
prizes of the type that attract at- 
tention so I can permit some one to 
win a major prize occasionally and 
it will not injure my profits.” 

“I am not indulging in nny ghil- 
anthropy. I intend to realize all I 
can on my investment.” 

I still insist that a couple of pitch- 
men could, do as well, jud,ging by 
;he pieces I’ve read in th,eir official 
mgan, Eillboard, where a few columns 
?ach week are given to the news and 
views of pitchmen as they wander 

I 

around the country selling gadgets, 
mick-knacks, noveKes, and the like, 
from hurriedly set up stands on 
:ro#wded streets. 

Carnival people, Mr Bu- 
:hanan, have worked o”u”ty”an nlnborn~ 
system of sign,als, which t.hey use 
*mon#g themjselves when in crowds, 
?spacially around the wheels and 
Ither gambling devioes. They make 
Sective use of coughs as means of 
nformation. They also apeak to 
me another through a system of 
changing the position of thmeir hats. 
l’his non-verbal procedure is called 
‘giving the ape.” 

* 5 
‘s aviation making progress in Alaska? 

The Air Commerce Bulletin, Jan- 
lary 15, 1937, says, aviation has be- 
:ome the foremost. means of trans- 
)ortation in Alaska. Figures are 
moduced to show it’s chea,per to 
iravel by air in the Te.rritory than 
w dog team. Throughout much of 
;he year the airplane is th.e only 
neans of transportation. In the first 
mlf of 1036, 21 
,OOO,OOO miles 

operatora fle,w almost 
and hauled 8,733 

‘assengers. Alaskan aviation is be- 
morning increasingly important. 

+P * * 
Does book-selling rest mainly on best 
sellers? 

In The Atlantic Monthly, January, 



84 Questions and Answers 

1937, a Boston bookseller, who does 
about 1 percent of the retail book 
busmess of the U.S., reports that 
best sellers, while im,portant. don’t 
dominate the bus’iness. He analyses 
dollar volurme of sales, for a single 
week, as follows: 

National best sellers . . . . . . . . . 18% 
Other books of the year . . . . . . 40 
Classica . . . . . . . . . . . ..I....... 
Science and medicine . . . . . . . . ; 
Religion and geography . . . . . . 
Periodical subscriptions . . . . . . :: 
Reference works, cookbooks . . 3 
Dictionaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Rental libraries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

My own experience in the plublish- 
ing Ibusiness has taught me to avoid 
basing my editorial selectionSa on th’e 
‘Best seller” principle. Instead of 
trying to pick a title that’s likely to 
make a hit during a season or two, 
I work on the idea that a title should 
be added to the list to remain there 
from now on. At first I wasn’t al- 
ways abl’e to do this, but during the 
past seven years I’ve made only one 
bad guess, which strikes me as being 
a pretty good record. During almost 
20 years of pulblishing-during which 
I issued about 3,000 titles-leas than 
200 had to be withdrawn because 
they sold badily. I f  I had it to do 
over again, I believe I could bring out 
3,090 titles with not more than 30 
flops. 1 don’t, mention this because Of 
a desire to boast, but merely to show 
what experience can teach a reason- 
ably alert person, It’s a theory of 
mine that when a book is published 
it sh,ould stay in print for years and 
years, not merely to catch fickle at- 
tention for a few months. This 
doesn’t m.ean I am prejudiced against 
“best sellers.” To be perfectly frank, 
it’s my unexpressed ambition to see 
every book I issue sell exceedingly 
well. I like to publish good litera- 
ture-1 believe I do more than my 
share-but I don’t lik,e to be reward- 
ed with the p&&c’s indifference. It’s 
nice, to my notion, to pu’blish what’s 
good and still have it receive read- 
er acceptance. 

+ * +I+ 
If flies are flies because they fly and 
fleas are fleas because they flee, then 
what are bees? 

Bees are be? bye they be. 
l 

Did lynchings in 1936 increase over 
1935? 

During 1935, we had 28 lynchings; 
in 1936, 13. Two of the 13 victimx 

were white persons, killed by the 
Michigan Black Legion, Our worst 
State is tieorgia, which had five 
lynchings last year. The record shows 
that only the Michigan Black Legion 
nurderers were arrested and punish- 
?d. A Ibulletin issued by th,e Nation- 
$1 Association for the Advancelment 
If  Colored People, N.Y.C., says: 

“Since 188Y, 749 white people and 
3,020 Negroes have been lynched, 
among them 99 women. During the 
last seven years, 25 persons were 
burned alive. About 200 victims 
have been proved to be innocent 
after they were lynched. One-sixth 
of the victims have been accused 
of sex crimes. In less than 1 per- 
cent of the cases, prosecution re- 
sulted in conviction of Ivnchers.” * +> 

What is the &ociated Press? 
Fortune, for February, 1937, con- 

;ains a comprehensive article on the 
4Powparts of whirl7 sre snmmarized 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS is a 
cooperative of 1,300 U.S. newspapers 
(out of 2.200 dailies in the U.S.) 
of which 1000 are wholly dependent 
on it for outside news. The great 
bulk of AP news is drawn directly 
from its member papers. As a clear- 
ing house for news, AP spends, of 
a total of $lO,OOO,OOO a year, nearly 
,$l$~l~0,00 ,~a;e;ir;b~~rtals. Trunk 

two-thirds 
from A.T.&T and one-third from 
Western Union, deliver 200,000 
words of national and foreign news 
a day. Capillaries of state wires 
carry 500,000 words of local news; 
AP’s 280 000 miles of leased wire 
and 3,000 printers may carry l,- 
000.000 words in 2-l hours. Of the 
ZOO;000 words that flow over the 
West Wire on an ordinary day, 
25,000 words will be foreign news, 
50,000 WnshinRton reports, about 
25,000 sports, perhaps 10,000 routine 
work, renewed day after day. Of 
Hearst’s 30 newspapers, 19 now car- 
ry AP news (oaying $GOO,OOO a 
year). Nine of the 24 Scr’nps-How- 
ard newspapers pay $180,000 a year 
for AP service. About 400 AP news- 
papers also UBO United Press. 

l s “6 +$ 
Have you any data deal‘ng with the 
vay our young folks amuse themselves? 

The University of Denver made a 
survey of the recreational interests 
rf Denver’s young people, between 
16 and 24 years of age, and issued 
ts findings in a report (Vol. 12, No. 
1) which showed that boys go in more 
‘or outdoor sports while girls “tend 



E. Haldeman-Julius 85 -, --- - - 

to distribute their interests over a 
larger number of activities, of which 
reading compares with out&or sports 
in im~portance.” The report gives the 
following figures: 

Boys Girls 
Community Amusements . .3% 3.1% 
Dancing ................ 3.4 10.2 
Household Activities .... 1.7 6.5 

g,v,i; .................. 3.5 6.5 
.................. 

Outdoor Sports ......... 
Outings ................ 
Reading ................ 
Riding ................. 
Sewing ................. 
tyiirmrming .............. 

... 
No thoice 

............... 
.............. 

100.0% 100.0% 
: a+ +B 

Can you let my have a few facts deal- 
ing with the business sides of football 
and baseball? 

The Commentator, for February. 
1937, contains some business statis- 
tics dealing with sports, from which 
the following facts are taken: 

About 5,000,OOO spectators attend- 
ed 217 major football games in 1936. 
Assuming an average of $2 a ticket, 
total revenue was about $lO,OOO,OOO. 
In addiliun it has been estimated 
that football annually adds more 
than $2,000,000 to the income of 
railroads, hotels, filling stations, 
reataurnl~ta, ale. Ushers, ticket 
takers, program sellers, groundmen, 
and the like receive about $50,000.- 
There are two major and 30 minor 
baseball leagues in the U.S. The 234 
teams in these leagues play about 
16,500 games annually. Last year, 
302,924 spectators paid $1,104,399 to 
ace the six games UP the World 
Series, and radio rights brought in 
an additional $100,000. 

*3 * * 
How many motions does a bar-ber maho 
in giving a customer a haircut and 
shave? 

Al#ways count on me to be Johnny- 
on-the-pot. A barber reports that! on 
the average, it takes 250 motions 
with the razor and 450 snips with 
the scissors. Ther’e ic. no eetimnte of 
the numiber of tim#es he wags his 
jaws. Ain’t p?e Teagh wond,erful? 

“So far as T am roncerwd you can 
leave cut the puzzles and problems you 
are running in each issue. One or two 
would be more than enough for me.“- 
I have decided to leave this matter of 
the continuation of our puzzle depart- 
ment to Freeman readers. I’ll put their 
letters in two stacks. If the majority 

of letters tell me to quit the problems 
and puzzles, out they’ll go. So, let me 
hear from you at once, pro or con. 

In the May, 1937, Freeman you say that 
it would delay social legislation from 
10 to 15 years to amend the Constitu- 
tion. Now, I do not see how you arrive 
at that conclusion, because the Prohi- 
bition Repeal Amendment was ratified 
wilhin less than a year. With the pres- 
ent Democratic majorities in most 
State legislatures it should be quite 
easy to pass an amendment to reform 
Ihe Suoreme Court. 

Thk reader is repeating one af the 
favorite arguments of the reaction- 
aries who want to keep the Supreme 
Court in a position to be able to nul- 
lify the expressed wishes’ of the peo- 
ple. The Prohibition Repeal Amend- 
IIIWL ia often cited in sup,port of a 
cons,titutional amendment,, but we 
should reme’mber, as the Presid’ent 
told us, that when great economic 
interests are oppased to an amend- 
men.t i,t can be made difficult to get 
it passed. The Repeal Amendment 
went thraugh in a hurry because the 
people and the ,great financial inter-. 
ests of the country were for it, the 
oppos,ition bein,g limited only to a 
small group of religious fanatics and 
puritanical blue-noses. This merely 
vocal opposXion was swept aside with 
lit,t.le effort. But. when we come +o an 
issu.e which touches great econo,mic 
interests--such as, the Child Labor 
Amendment-we find a differ&t sit- 
uation.. We have been trying for 13 
years to. get this humanitarian meas- 
ure wriItten into the Constitution, and 
we ,are still to pet it, ‘because the 
great indnstrialista who thrive on 
child labor and the tremendous power 
of the Catholic Church are centered 
on the fight to keep t”he American 
peo,ple from removing their children 
from mines, mills. and factories and 
putting them in schools, where they 
belong. Our ,social probl’ems are urg- 
ent, and remedies must be applied 
now,. not in the remote future, and 
nrkhlng is mnrg important to fut.ure 
social legislation than this current 
fighit to deprive the Supreme Court of 
its power to throw out laws pa,ssed 
by the people’s retpresentatives. Noth- 
ing woul#d suit the moneyed interests 
better than to have us, go after what 
we want by way of a long, seem,ing- 
ly endless campaign for an amend- 
ment. Congress has the power to 
:ompel the Sulpreme Court to obey 
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the mand#ates of the peo;ple, and the 
application of that Dower i,s within 
tlid Constitution, SO all forward- 
minded citizens should su,pport the 
President’s plan. 

Several other readers say they are 
opposed to seeing the Supreme Court 
“packed.” That’s nonsens’e. The 
Court has already been “p,acked’‘-by 
the reactionary interests who want 
to see the Supreme Court knock out 
every meas,ure that touches social 
prolb2ams. The Presbdent’s plan will 
“unlpack” the Supreme Cour#t by 
making it an instrument of the peo- 
ple and not the tool of our Tories. 

Other readers say the President’s 
plan is “unconstitutional.” That’s not 
so. The Constitution granlts the jus- 
t,ices life tenure. The President’s plan 
continues, that tenure. but adds 
younger blood when the’metibers be- 
come physically incapacitated. The 
Constitution gives Congre~ the right 
to s#et the number of justices, and 
during our history we have changed 
the Court’s size six times. 

Another favorite argument of the 
plan’s opponents--expre’ssed in sever- 
al lettem that have com,e to my desk 
-is to the effect that Presiden,t Roose- 
velt ai& to usurp the functions of 
the Supreme Court. There is no basis 
in fa#ct for that belief. The usurpa- 
tion has all been on the sid,e of the 
justices. They have usurped the pow- 
er to und,o the acts of the people’s 
electe’d representatives, a function 
which the Court never derived from 
the Constitution. Insltead of usurp-. 
ing the powers of the Court, the 
President’s ~plan would ,xhieve the 
balance that the Constitution aimed to 
establish. 

In addition, some df my corre- 
spon,denlts urge that the Presi’dent’s 
plan is, a direlct attack on American 
democracy, that the President, in oth- 
er words, aims to establish a dictator- 
ship. Here a,gain we are pressed to 
beco’me hysterical about a non-ex- 
istent condition. The President is 
aiming to preserve democracy, not cle- 
stroy it. So long as the Supreme 
Court contains men who are appos’ed 
to social-mindemd legislation and in- 
t,end to throw such laws into the dis- 
card, we have a permanent attack on 
American d,emocracy. By adding- 
never more than six-younger men 
of slocial conslcientce an’d liberalism to 
the bench we fortify democracy. In- 

stead of making a move in th’e direc- 
tion of a dictatorshin. the Presid,ent 
ia s8trivill,g Lu I.WIIOY& Lhe powers of 
dictatorship from t.he reactionary, 
tory-minded Supreme Court. 

The Fascist forces in this country 
-our Wall Street financiers, our 
powerful, kept press, our Coughlins, 
z;;;m$, aG,e;falclhL. K,Fmiths, oyr 

economic 
rd~alists-are all l$ln,ed up against the 
Presid,ent’s plan. If  Roosevelt were 
heasding the country in the direction 
of Fascism, these powers would all be 
whoo’ping it up for him. Instead, they 
are fighting him as never before, 
while, on the other hand, ithe demo- 
cratic, liberal, progressive people of 
the country, including the overwhelm- 
ing majorities, of labor and agricul- 
ture, are giving the White Housle the 
support it deserves in this great fight 
to establish the sovereignty o’f the 
people. t * 4 
The Chicago D%y News for March 15 
1937, contained an Associated Press re! 
po:t from Salamanca, Spain, which 
quoted Isidoro Cardihal Goma y Tomas 
as writing, in a pastoral letter en- 
titled “Spain’s Lent,” that “the war 
tribulation w&a viailad ugun Lhe naliuu 
by God and . . . it was for expiation of 
Spain’s sins.” Plea,se comment. 

The cardinal’s letter proves he has 
a sure ErasIn of the fact that his fol- 
lowers ire so &upid that it’s possible 
to tell them anything, homwever ridicu- 
lgus, and still keep a solemn, straight 
face. It happens that the Spanis’h 
civil war was started by the Fascists 
and the Roman Catholic Church. So 
we are to conclude that. God decitied 
he was disszatilsfied with the- election 
of February, 1936, during which a 
substantial majority of t,he Spanish 
people voted for the Madrid govern 
ment’s democratic, liberal policies. 
Being a good Catholic and a Fascist 
to boot, God put t,he urge in the 
hearts of his pious militarists and the 
hierarchy to start a civil war, which 
they did la,st July. I f  that’s s’ound 
logic, the Catholic Church, frolm now 
on, can start a civil war anywhere 
on the mere say-so t,hat God is dis- 
satisfied with the country. That sort 
of an argumenh might go big with 
the nitswits who accelat without reser.. 
vation the idiocies ok the priesthood, 
but there are some intelligent people 
left in the world and I’m sure they’ll 
meet sluch an argument with gal,es of 



laughter. And if the priests pass be- I 
yond the point of argum,ent and break 
int,o overt acts, I’m sure all liberty- 
loving, democratic-minded people will 
do as the Spanish loyalists did-re- 
sist the pojwers of black reaction. 

43 + * 
The reactionary press is opposing 
Roosevelt’s plan to reform the Supreme 
Court with the argument, among others, 
that the proposal is without precedent. 
Please comment. 

The President’s fight isn’t anything 
new. In fact, his brilliant speech of 
March 9, 193’7, sounded, in s#orn,e 
places, hke an echo of statements 
made by previous President,s. Let me 
quote from just two sources, Lincoln 
and Jefferson. 

In a letter written in 1820, Thomas 
Jefferson said: 

“ to consider the judges as 
the’ &mate arbiters of all consti- 
tutional queatinns i% a vc*y dsnger- 
ous doctrine indeed, and one which 
places us under the de,spotism of an 
oligarchy.” 
In his First In,augural Address, 

March 4, 1561, Abraham Lincoln 
said : 

“ the candid citizen must con- 
fess ‘t&t, if the policy of the Gov- 
ernment upon vital questions af- 
fecting the whole people is to be 
irrevocably fixed by the decisions 
of the Supreme Court the instant 
they are made, in ordinary litiga- 
tion between parties in personal 
action, the people will have ceased 
to be their own rulers, having to 
that extent practically resigned 
their Government into the hand,s of 
that eminent tribunal.” 

The usurpations of the Supreme 
Court. have Ion,g constituted a serious 
prolblem in this country, and we are 
indeed fortunate to have a President 
with coura’ge enough to face the is- 
sue four-square. The PreGdent’s plan 
may not be adospited exactly ads sub- 
mitted, but t.here’s little doubt that 
the end of the fight will see a Supreme 
Court with more sympathetic regard 
for the liberal side of pressing po- 
litimcal, econommic an,d industrial ques- 
tions. 

* + * 
I wish you would comment on the oft- 
quoted claim of certain Southerners 
that “lynching is necessary to protect 
southern womanhood.” 

I have, several times in the past, 
presented statistics 9 lynching to 
sholw that this matter of “protecting 

southern womanhood” is alma& en- 
tirely a bunl&tic myth. Now comet 
a clipping frojm the Cleveland Plah 
Dealer, which reports that this t,ra- 
ditional alilbi is being expo& by a 
group of intelligent s!outhern women. 
Mrs. Jessie Daniel Ames, director of 
the Association of Southern Women 
for the Prevention o,f Lynching, *aye: 

“The white women of the South 
protest the use of their skirts as a 
blind for lynching . . . Economic 
g~eall in the cause d many more 
lynchings than the protection of 
white women’s honor . . . We want 
women everywhere to know that 
most of the so-called attacks by 
Negroes are fictional.” 

The associaition, aacording to’ Mrs. 
Ames. is active in 13 States, with the 
s,upport of 35,000 women. In recog 
nizing the economic bmasis of racial 
prejudice, they are going to the core 
of the TXoblem. 

Why doesn’t the Mexican government 
ban Norman Baker’s “cancer cure” 
broadcasts from that country as was 
done in the U.S.? 

Quacks like Baker, “Dr.” Brinkley, 
and others erect or rent radio stations 
in Mexico, near the U.tS. line, to ad- 
vertise rackeits that, are f&bidden in 
this country. This is an unfortunate 
situation that will, in time, he reme- 
died. At present, the arnangements 
are made through State officials in 
nort,hern Mexico, and just, whait such 
arrangements consist of I can leave 
to the imagination o’f my readers. The 
Mexican federal government clan be 
expectemd to take a hanId in this flag- 
rant misusse of the radio, especially 
since a man of the high character of 
Car,denas is President of the Re- 
public. Cardenas is the Ia& rmm in 
the worl’d t,o wanIt to s#ee discredited 
Americans condulct their questionaible 
enterprises in Mexican territory, and 
will squelch them, even though their 
activities down there are immensely 
profitable to cztag Mgxlcans. 

Is there anything to the report that 
Woodrow Wilson was superstitious? 

It surprisled me to learn from Wythe 
Williams’ honk, Lhlsk of Empive. that 
President Wilson was superstitious 
about the number 13, but in reverse, 
it. “Deing his queler notion that 13 is 
B lucky number. Williams writes: 

“He timed his voyage [to Europe] 
to arrive on the 13th. Later he in- 
sisted an the importance of Article 
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13 in the Covenant of the League of 
Nations. The drafting of the Cov- 
enant was Anlshed on the 13th of 
the month, and Wilson was pleased 
that the total number of Articles 
formed a do;ble;f 1. 

Has the Pope issued any statement UP- 
holding or condemning Mussolini’s pro- 
gram in Ethiopia? 

The Po’ue has. from the beninning, 
sulpported* Mu&lini’s rape OF Ethi& 
pia. When the great Fascist mass- 
murderer sent his tro’ops to East 
Africa, the priests, bishops and car-. 
dinals of the Catholic Church in Italy 
blessed their banners and prayed for 
victory. The Polpe did everything he 
poss~ibly could to destroy inldependent 
Ethiopia, in’cidentally the oldest 
Christiac country in the world. At 
one t.ime-just before Musjsolini’s 
men advanced to take Adowa, their 
first olbje’ctive-the Po,pe, in a wide- 
ly printed interview, said he hoped 
Mussolini would be able to achieve 
his end,s without bloodshed. That 
sentiment could have been re- 
peated by Mussolini himself, for he 
would have been the first man to grail 
the chance to steal Ethi’opia without 
a strugde. The Po#pe’s sentiment 
wasn’t for peace, for his actions 
proved his genuine feelings. At one 
time. hefore Mussolini artnally took 
Addis Ababa, the Pope seemed, in a 
vague sort of way, to have th’e idea 
that Mussolini would take less than 
all Ethiopia. probalbly the result of 
British and French willingness to 
give the Italian Faslcist a bi,g slice 
of Haile Selassie’s country before the 
real struggle had o,pened. But noth- 
ing came of t,hat. Later, when the 
overwhelming majority of the nations 
in the Loague of Nations went 
throu,gh the motions of hsalf-hearted 
sanctions a’qainst Italy for its con. 
duct in Ethiopia, the Catholic Church 
stoo,d by Mussolini and hel.ped the 
new Caesar overcome the insincere- 
Iv advan’ced obiections. We can al- 
ways d~peml on “the Catholic Church’s 
standing bv political and eaono’mic 
tvranny. The whole history of the 
Church shows that. Mussolini hae 
given the Catholic Church completf 
control of Italy’s putblic schools in rev 
turn for the “moral” siupport of the 
Vatican. In addition, Mussolini sign- 
ed a concordat with the Pope which 
establish’ed the Catholic Church as 
Italy’s official state religion, to i,hc 
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xclusion of all other Churches. Prot- 
stantiam, or any other form of re- 
gious exnression. isn’t tolerated in 
kly. I f  -a fens %Iethodists, want to 
leet in Rome, 1Et us say, they must 
neak up some back alley, like 910 
nany’ crim,inal conspirators. And 
‘reethinkers, of course, are hounded 
nto silence. In all, t.he Vatican and 
talian Fascism are allies, and any 
nurderous, act of Mussolini will al- 
fays be blessed by the Pope, so long 
.R the Italian regi,me gives th’e Church 
he ibenefits and privileges agreed 
lpon in the concorsdat. But once let 
emocracy triumph in Italy, once let 
lo’pular, democratic, lib,eral ‘govern- 
lent return, once let public education 
e #secularized and all Churches be 
olerated equally, once let freedom 
f  conscieace, press, speech, and the 
ther precious civil rights of demo- 
ratic countries return to the be- 
ighted Italian slave-pen, once let t,he 
5e.a of demo8cratic, social progress be 
staklishpd in Italy and we can fe’el 
ertain the Polpe will turn against 
he Italian government an’d damn it 
o hell and perdition. 

* * +p 
Iow is Stalin’s name pronounced? 

Accent the first, syllalble and sound 
he “a” as in “far” and the “i” as in 
‘kin.” 

*k +I% * 
Iow did Stalin get his name? 

It was given him by his leader, the 
ate Nikolai Lenin. It means “steel 
nan” or “man of &Eel.” His real 
lam,e is Josjeph Vissarionovich Dzug- 
lshvili. Most revolutionists, in czar- 
st davs, took false names in order to 
>e better amble to escape t”he notice of 
,he poli,ce and to protect their families 
n cas#e they were arrested. Answer- 
ng another correspondent, Stalin in 
lot. a Jew. He was born into the _-_ 
Greek Catholic Church and durinp: 
lis youth stmlld ?r ;;he priesthood. 

Tan you give me a word picture of 
Ralin; the- man? 

Lion Feu#chtwanger, the great Ger- 
nan noveli8st and anti-Fascist writer, 
lad a three-hour interview with Sta- 
in. on Januarv 8. 1937, and when 
asked to give his impre‘sGon of the 
77477. wrote: c ..---- .~ 

“The first immediate impression 
1s that of extraordinarv simplicity. 
In the coarse of a, conkersafion of 
several hours I was unable to ob- 
serve in him a single gesture sug- 
gestisg a pose. Stalin in his worda 



E. Haldeman-Julius 89 
-- _- ~.-.- ----. 

is clear to incisiveness. He is ready 
to argue, does it well and firmly 
defends his point. He is not exces- 
aively polite but, on the other hand, 
he does not resent being attacked 
by the other party to the conversa- 
tion. 

“He speaks with a frankness 
which impresses; at the same time 
he is not without a certain roguish- 
ness. He has humor and appreciates 
humor as well. One SOOII begins to 
understand why the masses not only 
respect but love him. He is part of 
themselves, he came fro,m the 
masmc8, hc is n real repreeentative 
of the 170,000,000 people of the 
Soviet Union, more deserving than 
could be imagined by any artist. He 
also appears to have inner confficts 
and nothing human is alien to him. 
Stalin. as he aupears in conversa- 
tion, is not only-a great statesman, 
Socialist and orcranizer. but ia DA 
marily a real Man.” ’ 

At about the same time Feucht- 
wanger, after att,enlding the arehitec- 
tural exhibition in Moscow, oxpresaeo 
zETslf in the followmg moving 

“In harmony with the rapid inner 
growth revealed to me in the con- 
versations with the young represen- 
tatives of the proletarian intelli- 
gcntsia is the cxtcrnol reoonstruc- 
tion of the country, displayed SO 
graphically at the architectural ex- 
hibition. One must possess a heart 
of stone not to be filled with emo- 
tion at the sight of the model show- 
ing the future Moscow. For the 
first time in world history it has 
been decided to build here a giant 
city base,d exclusively on the prin- 
ciples and laws of reason. How wise- 
ly everything is coordinated here! 
What harmony there is between 
the buildings, the streets, the parks, 
the waterways, constituting a single 
powerful and useful whole! And 
all t.his is not B ntnbin: what can 
be accomplished has been calculated 
here with precision and this meas- 
ure is not overstepped. The task 
has already been tackled and during 
this period more has actually been 
accomplished than was planned. Un- 
less a war or something similar in- 
terferes, one may feel confident 
that in 1945, the appointed time, 
the new Moscow will become a 
reality embodied in stone and iron, 
in flesh and blood, in verdure and 
expanses of water-a symbol of 
Socialism incarnate.” 

nounces Communism. Please comment, 
The Cardinal’s words, which are 

[;z$en from a British newspaper, fol- 
: 
What is the condition of the rank 

and file, the great mass of the Rus- 
sian people? They are reduced to a 
dead level little above slavery, held 
down under an iron discipline, treat- 
e,d as so many State machines, and 
afraid at the peril of their own 
lives to utter a word of criticism of 
their circumstances. . . . 

Catholic apologi,sts never miss a 
chance to attack the Soviet Union. 
As I’ve given scores of columns to 
zonNditions in Russia, I won’t go into 
that subject now, but I can’t resist 
the imlpulse to lau,gh right out loud 
when the Cardinal go’es into this 
slnasm over the death of Freedom in 
Russia. Since wheu did the Catholic 
Church b’ecome t.he dIefender of Ibber- 
alism, democracy and tolerance? 1 
had the notion that the Vatican and 
Mussolini were in cahoots to keep the 
Italian masses poisoned with the men- 
tal opiulm of Catholicism and their 
bodies enslaved in the iron bands of 
Fascism. Maybe I’ve been reading 
the wrong sources. Maybe the Cath- 
olic Church is really anti-Fascist, is 
horrified by the rape of Ethiopia. 
wants the return of free press and 
free snee’ch in unhappy Italy, and 
would hd~p institd~ II mgima in which 
rulers govern Ibv the consent of the 
governed. I spk ihe $uth. 

Do the American people favor the Loyal- 
ist or Rebel side in Spain’s Civil War? 

Early in 1937, the Review of Re- 
views minted a ballot. on which it 
askeNd its readers to answer: “In the 
Spanish Civil War bet,ween Loyalists 
and Rebels, my private symnathies 
are with-” Then followed two 
plalces. one marked “Loyalists” and 
the other “Reibels.” 

* ** a+ 
I am enclosin$+a press clipping of an 
address by Cardinal MacRory, Arch- 
bishop of Armagh, in which he de- 

The magazine received votes as fol- 
lows: For the Loyalists, 1,760; for 
the Rebels, 5’71; neutral, 166. 

The vote sholws clearly that the 
pco~nlc of this country arc overwhelm- 
inalv in favor of the regularly elect- 
ed, d~emocmtic. liberal government 
and o’puosed to the Fascist-Catholic 
insurgents The Review of Reviews 
editor adds the following co#mment: 

“*Judging from letters, notes, and 
comments by voters, the American 
verdict is clean-cut. It favors the 
Spanish republic as against mon- 
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archy or fascism; it believes that 
France’s rebels started the war last 
July; it dialikcs the ncrial bomb- 
ing of Madrid; it is opposed to Hit- 
ler and to his ardent support of 
France.” 

* * +s 
Is F. D. R. a reader of your publica- 

. tions? 
I know that The Freeman goes to 

Lhe Whille House, bul I carl’l say the 
President reads it. 

* + e+ 
Is it trre that the scientific journals 
published in Germany see to it that 
scientific ideas from Jewish individuals 
are excluded? 

I know it sounds ridiculous to say 
that anyone pretending to be a sci- 
ent,ist would refuse to consider an 
idea, discovery, theory, invention or 
report of spec’ial research unless first 
assured that the person responsible 
for the survey, report, article and 
the like. coudd move his “Arvan” 
oriffin. But the simple fa’cts establish 
the truth of this deplorable, and 
idiot,ic, condition. For proof. let me 
call attention to a le,tter published in 
Pravda, Moscow newspaper, written 
bv N. Falkovsky, a scientist, in which 
he says an engineer sent an article 
to a Berlin period:cal, Arohiv fur 
Electrotechnik, which in return sent 
him a form letter, as follows: 

“Conlribuliona tu Ibe above-men- 
tioned periodical will be received 
from Aryan authors only. If you 
,do not satisfy this condition, we ask 
you to request the return of your 
mrmuscript.” It further explains, 
“Persons whose parents are Jews 
or who have a grandfather or grand- 
~uulher af Jewiab origin are con- 
sidered non-Aryans.” 

Th,e engineer, whose name is Yasin 
skv. realied t,o the editor of the Nazi 
publication, as follows: 

“It has never occurred to me to 
think of my origin, but as an 
actual fact I belong neither to the 
Aryan nor to the Semitic race, but 
to the yellow race, since I am of 
Tynrk-Mongol origin and family 
tradition has it that my d&tent 
forefathers participated in the cam- 
naisns of the famous Tamerlane. 
Under such circumstances I cannot 
think of burdenins you with my 
manuscript and ask its return.” 
It’s difficult to reallv believe that 

Germany’s glorious scientific world 
has fallen to snch depths. The pois- 
on of Fascilsm has corrupted every 
phase of German life, and the worst 

sufferers have been the scientists. 
3erman scientists who fit into Hit- 
Ler’s conditions are traitors to Lhe 
spirit of free inquiry, without which 
there can be no real scientific move- 
ment. 

f have read the statement that the Rev. 
Gerald L. K. Smith’s new organization 
is “suspiciously like the Black Legion.” 
Do vou believe this to be true? 

The Rev. Smith is organizing what 
ne talks the “Committee of 1,000,000,” 
and while he’s too mnart to come 
righIt out for violence and terrorism, 
there is a strong suggestion of the 
methods of t.h#e Blask Legion in a 
election of the membership leaflet of 
~lmo~v. Smith’s outfit. It reads as 

,. 
“Do you realize that in joiining 

the Committee of l,OOO,OOO you may 
be required under oath to express 
your willingness to participate in 
activi%ies that shall transcend all 
political party lines, that at times 
may be beyond the concepts of any 
other organization to which you 
might belong? Are you willing to 
do this?” 
The Rev. Smith, like the Rev. 

Gerald B. Winrod, hopes to become 
America’s Hitler, and my readers 
don’t have to be told what such a 
calamitous situat.ion woul,d mean for 
the future of our country. I’m not 
given to (beating the bas,s drum and 
seeing a Fascist in every woodpile, 
but facts are stubborn things, and 
they indicate clearly thaqt the forces 
of Hitlerism are hard at work in 
our land. Whether they will gain 
power or not, I can’t say. Many of 
them, like Father Coughlin, will di;s- 
credit thema~elves ,soon after they get 
a followinlg of any size, but if such 
terroristic movomen,ts were to have 
efficient leadershilp we could repeat 
Germany’s horrors. We had a sample 
of such methods in Detroit, but we 
also saw how effectively an aroused 
democracy can handl,e such criminabs. 

In a sizzling speech before a vast 
throng in Madison Square Garden. 
March 15, 1937, General Hugh S. 
Johnsson described Adolf Hitler and 
his immediate staff of “Nazipathics” 
as a sort of monster, threatening the 
EFcs;i;f $e world. “This country,” 

does n’ot presume to tell 
other peoples how they should he 
governed, but we have a right to 
stand here on our own shores and 
tell other peoples how we will not 
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be governed.” That explains the real 
reason for the anti-Nazi work of all 
vocal Americans who hate Fascism 
and don’t want to see such theories of 
government, gain control in the U.S. 
It’s our duty as citizens to expose in- 
cipient Fa8scism every time it shows 
its ugly head. It would be the es- 
sence of folly to shut our eyes to 
Fascist pro,paganda in this country 
m~ely hecnnsn the movement hasn’t 
yet been able to produce a dema- 
gogue of the tremendous powers of a 
Hitler. 

As Johnson said in the @eech from 
which I’ve already quoted, “a paid 
Nazi propaganda is in progres#s here. 
The whole mess of dirty intrigue and 
attemptcd seduction of American 
citizenship doesn’t yet amount to any- 
thing.” In the same speech Johnson 
mid that, “German consulates a~ 
canvassing Ger,man-Americans to 
learn how many will enlist under thme 
swa,stika in case of war. Nazis boast 
that 10,000 storm troops are already 
enrolled here and 26,000 are expected 
this year. . . . They once tried to 
ooze their stooges into the national 
guard and t,he journal of the Nazi 
party in America now carries an ad- 
vertisement suggesting that German- 
Americans enlis’t in a particular na 
tional guard battery.” General John- 
son added: 

“This bestiality breaking suddenly 
throueh centuries of civilization- 
there-must be some explanation of 
it, and I think there is. But that 
explanation will be found in the 
psychopathic wards of hospitals 
and not in historical analysis. This 
rule by force-this political ani- 
malism-there is something sadistic, 
perverted, abnormal, unclean about 
these welterers in human blood, 
these Sybarites in cruelty, these 
voluptuaries in the misery of man- 
kind. . . .” 
At the sam’e meeting, John L. Lewis, 

the leader of the Committee for In- 
dustrial Organizat.ion, said, accord- 
ing to an Associated Press repor$ 
that the four-year record of the Nazi 

“reveals a program *more 
$%?~gh in its ghas,tly practices than 
any of us could have foreseen in 
1933.” The Hitler government, Lewis 
as,sertnd, practical a “da~adly terror" 
against workers and against. all mi- 
norities. He continued : 

“Unionism no longer exists in 
Germany. . . . Hun’dreds of union 
leaders have been murdered . . . 

Lloyd George, who certainly never 
qualified as a student of anti-Semi- 
tism, offered the following argument: 

“The root of the trouble is to be 
found in the determination of the 
Jew,s throughout the centuries not 
to lose their identity as a separate 
and distinct people in any land 
where they dwell. They seem to in- 
sist on preserving their individual- 
ity as an Oriental nation. . . . He 
is just as much a Hebrew today in 
his sentiment, in his pride, and in 
his racial loyalties as when he was 
driven from Palestine. . . . The 
Jews refuse to be good mixers.” 
The argument, of coar~, isn’t orig- 

inal with Lloyd George. It’s one of 
the favorite argufments of the ant,i- 
Semiteis, and even some J’ews have 
ireen known to repeat this piece of 
nonsense. The line followed above 
betrays a shallow, superficial knowl- 
!dge of the subject. It’s true that 
he Jews of Poland are very Jewish 
tnd refuse t<o “lofse their identity.” 
rbey are pers’ecuted by the Catholic- 
>ascist regime, so, ergo, all Jews arc 
jersacuted because they aren’t good 
‘mixers.” But let’s take a deeper look. 

In Germany, for a thousand years, 
‘he Jews were good mixers. Before 
Hitler stole ,power the half million 
rews of Germany had the reputation 
)f being more German than Jewi,sh, 
which proved they weren’t addicted 

because of their loyalty to the trust 
placed in them by German work- 
ers.” 
Lewis then quoted figure’s from the 

‘official paper of the German labor 
iront”-a hideous substitute for Ger- 
nany’s once-great trade union move- 
nent-to s#how that “one-third of the 
3enman workers earn less than $2 a 
week.” The same source, said Lewis, 
shown tha(t “the d,eath rate of work- 
:r,s increasled 32 percent from 1932 
;o 1935.” 

Such horrors would shock us even 
if our shores were compl&ely insu- 
.ated against Nazi doctrines, but we 
realize that s,uch savagery could be 
repeated h,ere if men of the type of 
the Rev. Smith or the Rev. Winrod 
were to gain s’ecure positions in the 
;a#ddle. They woul’d ride the Ameri- 
3an peopl’o with all the fury of a Hit- 
ler or a Muwolini. 

*t* * * 
Lloyd George, in Liberty, for March 6, 
1017, gives what he considcra to bc an 
explanation for anti.-Semitism. Please 
comment. 
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to “s8eparatism.” They followed the 
oractice of racial assimilation. And 
&halt h*ppened ? They were. persecut- 
ed ‘by the German anti-Semites, not 
because they weren’t goold mixers but 
b’elcause th’ey were too good at mixing. 
The racial policy of Hitler’s hoodlums 
isn’t aimed only at persons who have 
oerserved their racial identitv but is 
‘Intended arimarilv to root “out the 
several million g&sons who happen 
to have a Jewish nrandmosther. One 
can have a non&wish grandfather 
and two parents and still be subject 
to the harshnes’s of Nazi persecution 
because one’s grandmother happened 
to ibe a J’ewess. So what becomes of 
the ar,gument, that lthe Jews must 
cea,se clin#ging to their “racial loyal- 
ties” if they would escape the horrors 
of anti-~umitiam? 

kets. In addition to i&s energetic gold 
Dolicv. the Soviet Union is piling 
L.IP ii immense food ~OBOTVC, ahO 88 

a mseasure of def’enee should war take 
place. The same issue of Business 
Week that told a,bout Russia’s gold 
stock also reported that the RussTans 
now have “at least a three-year’s 
supply,” which means that Russia, 
in case of war, will be absolutely 5elf- 
sufficient. The longer Russia can 
keep from being attacked the surer 
will rthat country’s positio’n b-o- 
nomically and*flayi:ly. 

What does the present population trend 
in Russia mean for that country’s near 
future? 

What is the U.S. government’s gold 
worth? Where does Russia stand in 
ownarsl~ly of gold? 

book, Population &ovehents, publish- 
ed by Oxford University Press, says 
that Ru,ssia will have 650,000,OOO 
population in 65 years or less if the 
present birt.h and death rates con- 
tinue. Russia today has 150,000,000 
rwpk as against 193,000,OOO in 
northern and western Europe. At 
the present rate, the rest of Europe 
will have 150,000,000 population when 
Russia reaches 650,000,OOO. All this 
is not an actual prediction. As the 
aut,hor explains, “both fertility and 
new factors of migration may change 
things.” 

In buying a cut of beef should the 
meat have considerable pieces of fat 
scattered throughout or should it be just 
solid meat? 

Solid meat is usually tough. Al- 
ways select. meat that has bits of fat 
distributed everywhere. This usually 
means tender. better-tasting meat. 
The exception to thils is veal. 

In March, 1937, the US. govern- 
ment owned gold worth $11,500,000,- 
000, a new high for a government 
whi’ch has helid first place for a long 
time. The latest figures from the 
Soviet Union comle through the for- 
eirrn corrafioondent of Bas&+wss Week. 
v&o report> in the March 13, 193’7; 
issue of his magazine that while Rua- 
sian of&ials refused to give precise 
figure,s they admimed “that the RUS- 
sian reserve exceeds $7,000,000,000.” 
This puts Russia in second place, a 
fact that is sensational news of the 
first order. One wonders how long 
the capitalistic press will see fit t0 
ignore such a tremendous piece of in- 
lurrnalion. Russia’s 1937 yroduction 
of new gold is expected to pass South 
Africa’s pro8duction, which, as is 
known, has had first place for many 
years. Russia’s activities in gold 
mining are immense, and it looks as 
though the country will soon be pro- 
ducinlp m’ost of ithe world’s rzo’ld and 
having more of it in reserve than any 
government, not barring the U.S. 
The Soviet Union piles up gold as a 
part of its pealee policy, it being the 
sound theory of its officials that an 
immens’e gold reserve m,ay serve to 
discourage gnvernmwnts like Ger- 
many and Japan from attacking ih, 
especially since both these countries 
have little or no cold. Gold is a tre- 
mendously powerful weapo’n in war 
times, when it gives the authorities 
entranoe to practically all world mar- 

Wi’ll you comment on the peculiar way 
the caoitalistic aress and the bin in- 
,dustrialists have suddenly become SO 
solicitous about the craft- unionism of 
the A.F. of L.? 

When A.F. of L. craft unionism was 
all there was to Amerimcan labor, it 
was fo’ught. But after John L. Lewis 
came along with the C.I.O.‘s indus- 
trial unionislm. the nicture channed, 
for the big bdys immediately r&ogi 
nized the Lewis idea as b&g loaded 
with dynamite, something whi>h mado 
craft. unionism; by comparison, a 
cream puff. Perhaps it would be bet- 
ter to let a good, capitalistic writer 
speak on this subject. Colonel Leon- 
ard Ayre,s, vice-president of the Cleve- 
land Trust Colmpany, and one of the 

Rolbert R. Kuczvnski. in his new 
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best known business and financial 
commentators in the country, wrote 
in his Business Bulletin, January 16, 
1937, as follows: 

“The industrial union, having in 
its membership all kinds of workers 
within an industry, is far more pow- 
erful in its participation in a labor 
dispute than is the old-fashioned 
craft union, which inolndos Only 
one class of worker.” 

Needhss to say, I endorse every 
word of Ayres$ st@yent. 

What do nudists do when it rains? 
I don’t know. But I’ve seen the sug- 

gestion that they wear raincoats made 
of cellophane. 

* 43 +s 
One gets hungry for intellectual com- 
paninnahip, bnt in thin small rnmm~mity 
one’s opportunities are limited. The 
nearest substitute is correspondence. 
Would you care to exchange a weekly 
let.t.~r with me? I have been a reader 
of your,s for a long time and feel com- 
petent to discuss subjects close to 
your interests. 

I wish I had the time and energy 
for s#uch activities, but exchangeIs of 
letters with readers can’t be consid- 
ered. I beg to be excused, and I’m 
sure my readers understand why 
such a de&ion is neeesisary. At. that, 
I still feel my reader’s desire should 
bc aatisfierl in ~oxne way. Ma&e a 
correspondence club of my read’ers 
wo’uld be the slolution, with mv office 
serving as a cl,earing house, thus, en- 
abling would..be letter-writera to get 
together for interesting and stimu- 
lating contacts. I f  the suiggestion 
strikes fire, T’ll give the projert s~sri- 
ous thought. 1’11 let the matter rest 
until I #got the reactions of readers, 
who are invited to let, me know what 
they think about the suggestxl ac- 
tivitv. 

What is your opinion of the opposition 
of the Catholic Church to the Child 
Labor amendment? 

Words fail me when I me the way 
t.hn Csthnlir Church is playing into 
the hands of the big exploiters of 
child labor. When I read of how 
every bisho,p and other members of 
the hierarchy in New York State ap- 
pearetd before the New York Assem- 
bly, at, Albany, to urge the State 
not to ratify the constitutional 
amendment,, my blood boiled. But 
after all, they were merely running 
true to form. They not only have 

milliona of dollars invested in in- 
dustri’es which depend on child labor 
for their dividends, but they also 
serve the general interests of lthe ex- 
ploiting enrployeas, whom they are 
always ready to help when it comes 
to keeping their medieval-minded fol- 
lolwers in line. Any high-school boy 
knows that the Child Lalbor amend- 
m’ent deals exclusively w&h the plan 
to take children out of the mines, 
mills and factories. The m’easure has 
no intnnt.inn n;f mnt.rolling the young 
in any other way. The parents are 
still to remain in control of their 
children. But these prie,st.s and bish- 
ops would give the country the false 
impression that the amendment would 
dleprive the parents of control over 
their children and would let the state 
enter the farm or home in order to 
dilctate to the nation’s children. This, 
of course, is gross misrepresentation. 
The Catholic Church must lit this 
way because it knows it would be 
poor policy to come straight out for 
chil’d labor. This is only one more 
proof of the Catholic Church’s reac- 
tionary and a;ti-yia& policies. 

In a friendlv discussion over the POS- 
sibility of future depressibns, I made 
the statement that the system is es- 
tablishing conditions, that will bring 
another collapse, because the great in- 
dustrialists are increasing their profits 
immensely but at the same time doing 
little to put people to work or to enable 
those who have work to put more money 
into circulation. Please comment. 

The facts sumpport this reader’s 
argument. The best illustration I can 
think of is a summary of smne OB 
the import,ant features of the financial 
statements issued by the A.T.&T., 
the world’s greatest telephone corpor- 
ation and one of the greatest eco- 
nomic organizations in the world. 
Here’s what we find: 

In 1929, the above-mentio’ned com- 
pany had 456,682 employes. In 1936, 
294,362. That means 162,320 fewer 
jobs. 

In 1929, this company paid $W76,- 
543,312 in wages,. In 1936, $475,000,- 
i,Oz. That means a drop of $201,543, 
DI& 

In 1929. divid#end.s amounted to 
b116,3?8,3’71. Tn 1936. $168,081,179. 
That means an increas’e of $51,702,- 
308 in profits. 

Thus, we find that the number of 
jmnloyes decreased immeneely; wages 
declined aIarmingly-+but profits to 
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the otwner8s took a great hike. 
It’s such conditions, that compe 

millions of our wage workers to sprint 
into action, through sipontaneoum 
stay-in strikes or organized la’bor un 
ion activities. If  the workers fd 
in their drive the results will be ap 
palling, for they will be unlable 
Lhruugh inadequate purchasing pow 
er, to absorb the goods promdaced 9 
our industries, which, in time, WI] 
cause new slowdowns, closings, am 
indus#trial collapse. The fut,ure o 
the country rests with the brav( 
workers who are usin’g the power 0: 
solidlarity to wrest from their em 
ployers the conoessionNs that will makl 
po&ble a more healthy social ad 
justment. I f  they fail, the next, de 
preslsion is beigg peprd right now 

What do you think of “Bugs” Baer as : 
humorist? 

I don’t follow “Bugs” Baer regular 
ly, but, now and then I come acres 
his column, which I find fiairly funn! 
in spots, though I n,otice he neve’ 
hesitates to sItea anything good il 
si&t. I’ve seen several of my bes 
jokes in his, d’epartment, withou 
credit, but I don’t mind. I remembe 
two Baer lines that, stuck me in thl 
right place, and I’m pretty surf 
they’re hia -II, bcoause they carr! 
the Baer hints of near-lunacy. The! 
go this way: 

“You can always judge a man by 
what be eats and therefore a conn- 
try in which there is no free lunch 
is no longer a free country.” 

“People who live in glass houses 
need lots of windshiel,d wipem.” 

9 + +B 
What do you think of the mail orde 
houses for false teeth? 

It’s difficult for me to understNanc 
how any person can expect to ge 
competent service from people whc 
sell artificial molars by mail. There’! 
onlv one satisfactory way of gettins 
new teeth inho your mouth, and that’: 
bv going: to the office of a practicing 
dentist. Most of th,es,e houses thal: 
sell sets of falsje teet,b by mail g’et 
their orders from individuals who live 
far from towns and cities, but CWP~ 
su#eh persons ‘should wait until they 
can Eet to a community that suppO&s 
a d’entist, for in the end it’ll be o&’ 
such a pract.itioner who will be able 
to fit a patient properly. Even under 
the best conditions, a set of t&h 
ma& by a dentist will raune dis- 

comfort, and inconvenience, but at 
lea& such rliasatisfifacliun can be re- 
duced to a minimum, while the other 
way practi~cally guarantees to in- 
flict on the customser a maxtmam 
of pain and distress. 

How many checks does the U.S. govern- 
ment issue? What does it cost to write 
them? 

During 1936, according to a state- 
ment made to a House committee by 
Guy F. Allen, chief dislbursing of 
ficer of t,he Tre,asury, the govern- 
ment, wrote 35,735,‘746 checks, as 
against 28,509,924 in the previous 
year. It cost abouft $2,000,000 to writ’e 
thesle checks, or at the average rate 
of almost 68~ per item. It costs, about 
1OC easch to write AAA checks: 
checks typed in the field cost 13.5 
cents: pay che1cks8 issued to federal 
employes in Washington cost slight- 
ly over 9c each. The big volume of 
checks issued by the Veter,an:s’ Bu- 
reau! which are done on a mass, pro- 
ductlon basis, cost slightly over 3~ 
each. 

4 4 4 
Is it true that certain crimes are more 
prevnl~nt in some months than others? 

An examination of 461,589 arrest 
records throughout the U.S., in 1936, 
by the Bureau of Investigation o’f the 
U.S. DeparhenL of Jus’lice, showed 
that more murders are committed in 
August than in any ot,her month, the 
average being 8.5 per day. December 
is the favorite month for robberies, 
burglaries, larcenies and motor car 
thefts. 

4 4 4 
I am looking for a short collection let- 
ter to send subscribers who owe me 
small sums Knowing your interest in 
circulation problems, I would appreciate 
your help in finding something on which 
I could model an appeal to people who 
are reluctant to pay up. 

James M. Mosley, of Bostqn! who 
is one of the greatest author&es in 
the countrv on direct mail, says the 
following I,etter by Roy E. Larsen, 
:irculation manager of Time, is a 
nasterpiece. I understand this same 
etter received the Dartnell gold 
ncdal. It, reads: 

“Our accounting department does 
solemnly affirm, maintain and as- 
sert that you owe us two dollars 
anmd fifty cents. 

“We hate to get excited about two 
dollars and fifty cents. We also dis- 
like the usual ‘collection letter’ 



which bursts into tears in the first 
paragraph and yells for the law in 
the second. 

“Trouble is though that you and 
999 other subscribers all holding out 
two dollars and fifty cents leave us 
$2,500.00 in the hole. It is this lit- 
tle problem in elementary arithme- 
tic that shakes our faith in human- 
ity. 

“So (to quote from an esteemed 
contemporary) won’t you ‘obey that 
impulse’ and send us your cheek 
for two dollars and fifty cents, for 
in this case procrastination is cer- 
tainlv the thief of TIME.” 

I have read that it’s possible to prove 
from John the Baptist himself that 
total immersion isn’t necessary in bap- 
tism. What say you about this great is- 
sue? 

I’m on the side of the light sp-ln- 
klers. I f  there’s to be any. baptism, 
let’s have it right. Now for the proof 
of my thbsis. The dear; old Bible 
(‘bless its black covers) @inly Says 

John t.he Bantist bantized 3.000.000 
perslo’ns, in nine monhs. If  ‘he had 
worked on a six-hour-per-day sched- 
ule, this. would mean a-steady stream 
09 cusitomers at the rat,e ob two per 
second. This, I ins,ist, is mathemati- 
cal evi’aence that John the Barpti@t 
simply had’ to sprinkle them if he was 
to get t.he job done ?t all. Does py; 
body els,e want*nm*llgh$ on the Bible. 

How do women compare with men in 
crime? 

Out of 461,589 arrest records ex- 
amined by the Bureau of Investiga- 
tion of the U.S. Department of JUS- 
tice, in 1936, 7.3 percent represented 
women. “More of these women were 
22 years old than any other age,” 
says the report. The same age also 
prevailed among men, in contraxt 
with the con’dition that held only a 
few years ago when more males of 
19 were arrested than at any other 
ape. The usual crimes of you& men 
are robbery, burglary, larceny and 
motor car t-heft. Drunkenness is the 
most frequent charge against women. 

* * * 
Please give your opinion of Greta 
Garbo. 

I have limitlo~s admiration for 
Greta, who qualifies. with me as the 
Sarah Bernhardt of the screen. Her 
work in Camille was s’upenb, I 
thought. The actor who played the 
part of the baron-I didn’t catch his 
name-struck me as being strikingly 

effective. Speaking of Gallb’o reminds 
me that “Sodie,” a keen, discriminat- 
ing, intellectual young woman in this 
town-now married to a great, dis- 
tinguished editorial executive in Ra- 
cive,. Wis.-has long advanced the 
opmlon that Greta should play in 
Shakespeare. 

1 noticed your several references to 
Max Eastman’s book on laughter. Did 
you like that work? 

Max Eastman’s gof;joymeyt of 
Laugh&r is a begmning, 
though I felt it was a little too 
cocksure. I know how bad cock- 
suredness ia in aut.hors because I’m 
so often guilty of the .sa#rne fault, 
though I do try” to fight the habit. 
It’s like dope-hard to throw off. 
What we laulgh atand why-is a 
subject worthy 09 wider treatiment, 
an,d it’s my notion that Isaac Gold- 
berg could do a much better job than 
Max Eastman, if he ever set, himself 
to the task. Such a book-and com- 
in’g to think of it t.he title could easi- 
ly be “What We Laugh at-and Why” 
-should take in all the known 
sourc,esI and cl’asses’, and salientand 
original-examples of the types of 
humor anld wit. Isaac Golrlberz has. 
for many years, impressed me agbein& 
a thinker who knows that laughter 
has a physiology as well as a psy- 
chologv. Yes. and he knows, that 
laugh& als’o ‘has a ge’ogra’phy, a so- 
ciology. I pass the. suggestion on to 
Goldberg, free*grags f*“r nothing. 

Have you any data dealing with the 
comparative intelligence of convicts and 
their guards? 

Dr. Ames Baker, psylchiat,rist, was 
called in by the authorities at Sing 
Sing to test the mental polwers of 
convicts ‘and guards, with th’e follow- 
inlg results : average mental age of 
convicts, 13’/2*yea*rs;. par&, 13. 

I enclose a clipping*which asserts that 
the higher institutions of learning are 
copny back to religion. Please com- 

Thk fact*always stubborn things 
-give the lie to such claims. Re- 
ligious propagandists like to chatter 
about the reconciliation between sci~ 
ence and religion! that Agnosticism 
and Freethought m general are out- 
dated 19th Century notions, and all 
that sort of thing. In my books I 
have given space to a great quantity 
of data--especially that gathered by 
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Dr. Leuba-showing that religion 
losdng ground, instead of gaining. 
can’t repeat those facts, for th< 
would take columns of space, but 
can call attention to the latest piec 
of information to come to my attel 
tion, a survey which I’m sure wi 
be found interesting and encouragin 
to supporters of the philosophy c 
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nothing is to be gained fro,m the 
mental cavortinlgs of the Mystic. The 
truly learned have settled down to 
faithful, honest, tireless, accurate, 
factual, logical research. If  we can 
keep to that road,, the world will 
eventually become a more livable 
place. 

Recently I saw in the press a report 
from Germany which said that a chess 
club had been raided and the players 
sent to jail. What could have been the 
reason? I ask this as an old-time, 
albeit bad, chess player who knows, 
from long experience, that chess clubs 
are never used for anything hut chess. 

Freethought. 
On March 4. 1937. The New Yor 

Times containid a &Patch headed 
“Reports Studsents Cool to Religion. 
The gist of the report reads: 

“The statement that three out of 
four college freshmen get along 
without religion was made today in 
the report of the Connecticut Sur- 
vey Committee of Transition from 
School to College, of which Profes- 
sor Hugh Hartshorne of the Yale 
Divinity School is chairman. . . . 
The findings were based on the 
records of 3,167 students from 39 
colleges, who came from 1Ui secon- 
dary schools. The case method of 
investigation was used, supplement- 
ed by questionnaires.” 

a+*+% 
ei I What is the fundamental fallacy in tb 

attempt to achieve truth throug. 
Mysticism? 

The Nazi gangsters learned that 
a groulp of chess players got intao the 
haioit, between moves, of slaying what 
was on their minds1 regarding Hitler 
and his rotten regime. Even such 
whispered comments couldn’t b’e toll- 
:rated, so the players are now in con- 
:entration camps getting properly 
zoordinated. This is only one more 
proof of the German state’s insanity. 
Bardly a day passes but that one 
ind8 new enormities, 

A Mystic attempt,s to est&lish : 
truth by dipping into himself-hi 
feelings, intuitions, impulses, inspira 
Lions,, aud Lhe like. That, it secn~+ t 
me, is the basic weakness of Mysbl 
cism. The truly scientific method i; 
to use reason after studying the -_.- ~ . . 

The February 14, 1937, issue of 
7hess was sent to me by one of my 
readlers, John ‘I’. Hazuka, ac~com~panied 
>y th’e follawin,g note: 

Y am enclosing an articie, 
‘Chess and Nazi-Dam.’ which an- 

~ peared in ‘Chess,’ a Biitish p&ii- 
S tion, and which I think you will 
D find very interesting. Although I 

various expressions of life-from tne 
‘Chess’ is purely a chess maga&e 

cosmos to the tiniest division of mart- 
and not given over to political pur- 

ter. In other words, the Realist, or 
Poses, it seems to me that the edl- 

anti-Mystic, reaches out for the facts 
tar could not help himself in ex- 
DOSing just me mtme angle in the 

-for verifiable data-and then turns rotten Nazi set-up in Ger;many. 1 

thm loose in his world of reason, wouldn’t be surprised to hear that 

for analysis, for an understanding of Dr. Goebbels had banned *Chess’ 

what4 the facts mean. So,m’e of Lhe from Germany after he gp.ta Wind 

ancient Greeks follolwemd this, scientific 
Of this article printed in it. This 

meth,od. Whenever we hfave SliPPd 
wonderful chess magazine, which 

from it and resorted to intuitive 
has subscribers in all the countries 

m&h#ods-Mysticism-we have found 
of the world, is the best publication 
of its kind, in my opinion, although 

ourselves in a whirl of dogmas, syP- it has been in existence less than 

po&ions, guesses, su,persCtions, in- two years.” 
spired bnt unsupported utteranc% 1 red the article and am &d 
sweeping generalizations,,. and, all too Feader Ham&a remembered to send 
frequently bunk. The scientific meth- It on to m;e, for It gave me mat&al 
od makes ‘slow progress, because it’s for this. Plece. The article, which is 
the hardser technique. Any mudtie- well wrlbten and shot through with 
headed n,it-wit can rush into wordis the most biting sarcasm, is based on 
or print with the outpourings of his a sober, factual, oibjective news r+ 
soul but it talkes painstaking, care- port in the London Spectator. Space, 
ful ‘resear& to get, a meaSUre of I’m Sorry to say, won’t permit me to 
truth by way of Realism. The in@- quote alI or much of this article in 
ligpt worl~l at last has learned that Chess, but I want tom cull the salient 
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facts in order to give Freeman read- 
ersl an idea of what’s oing on in the 
crazy noodl,es of the % azi piss-ants. 
What ha#pplpened-and the incident 
belongs in a story of the wildest 
fancy-is this: 

A luckless chess journalist, in Ber- 
lin, co’ntributed an article to a puhli- 
cation, which, of course, is controlled 
by Dr. Goelbibelc’ censNors$ip, as are 
all periodicals in Ger’many. The arti- 
cle caus#ed the journalist to be arreslt- 
ed and sent to jail for having actual- 
ly d,escribed a ga,m,e betrween the 
great chess maslter and former cham- 
pion, Dr. Emanuel Lasker, and Dr. 
Euwe, the present champion. The ar- 
t,icle co!ntained the following para- 
graph, which caused the journalist’s 
arrest and imprisonment. Th’e writ- 
er’s name is Hans Schmidt and he 
actually permitted himself so far to 
forget Nazi culture as to write the 
following enrth~~shslting sentiments: 

“At this point Dr. Euwe AfWtae; 
;;;Fug of gross oversight. 

remarkably well during 
the first part of the game, he care- 
lessly moved his bishop into a loose 
and undefended position. His OP- 
ponent, Dr. Lasker, taking prompt 
a,dvantage of the error, was able, 
by moving up a pawn, to gain a 
piece quickly. Continuing to play 
with great skill, he compelled Dr. 
Euwe to resign in half a dozen 
more moves.” 
There you have it-the whol’e bit 

ter, tragi#c truth. What, you ask, wa! 
there in that paragra,ph to war-ran{ 
a jail term? Poor, ignorant barbar 
ian, don’t you know that Dr. Lake1 
is a Jew? Anyone who prais’es a Jev 
-even the way he plays chess--i! 
guilty of so’me form of treason, which 
in more crit.ical days, might causq 
one to ibe ncnt to the block. 

Chsss which had printed the game 
in quesiion (No. 287 in its Septem 
ber, 1936, issue) co~mment~s that Han: 
Schmidt’s presentation of the fact 
might seem as correct as* one migh 
expect. Chess ad&: ‘“The prosecuto 
fnnnd, lurking hnnenth the mdacct_ 0 
the words, an inveterate antagonlsn 
to the Nazi system.” How? By- at 
tacking Dr. Euwe’s game this mmer 
able journalist insulM the Aryal 

Dr. Euswe happens to be I 
g%hman. Dr. Lasker is, as alread: 
stated, a Jew, a melmher of the mos 
detestable of races, the mosst graspmg 
the mos,t invidiousc-so runs the Naz. 
arlgument. 

Today I found, in the Deeemher 30 
936, issue of the MOSCOW News L 
andid camera shot of the same br. 
Aasker playing, at one time, 31 sele& 
d chess players, beating 29 of them 
md playing two to a draw. The 
kture sholws the veteran master 
moking his cigar, his hair rumpled, 
eaning over the table and studyinrr 
lne of the 31 games, and dlown the 
‘~11 length of the room are to he seen 
he other numerous players waiting 
‘or Dr. T,asker to walk down the 
broad aisle. Lo,oking carefully at a 
ncture on the far wall-rather dim 
n the engraving-one finds a por- 
rait of the great Karl Marx, another 
rew, detested in Germany because of 
iis Communism and the flact that he 
didn’t, get born into a race Hitler is 
jositive is the only one worth belong- 
ng to. 

YOU see, in the proletarian atate 
;he great Dr. Larsker’s ability is ap- 
lreclated and he is invited to play, 
;o the admiration of the many de- 
rotees of this fascinating beautiful 
:ame. The terrible Rius&ans don’t 
mk Dr. Lasker which race he hap- 
)ens to belong to-they merely want 
:O know what kind of a game he 
?lays. That, needless to say, shows 
their utter depravity. Let’s always 
yemember, “Whoever serves Adolf 
Hitler, serves God.” 

9 +B Q 
A German friend of mine, who has just 
returned from a visit to his native 
land, tells me he talked to some of the 
political prisoners in a concentration 
camp and heard them insist they were 
being treated just fine. Please comment. 

It would be sure, qui.ck suicide for 
)ne of Hitler’s prisoners to even hint 
at torture and murder. The condi- 
tionn have been, and are, 11orriR~le 
beyon’d words-as I’ve helped prove 
agam and again-and no responsible 
editor or student of affairs out&do 
Germany doubts the fact that the re- 
ports of Nazi atrolcities aren’t exag- 
gerations’. 

I’m reminded of a few lines that 
have been floating around the pub- 
lications of the world-at least 
where a free press still exists-deal- 
ing with a short conversation held 
with Karl von Os,sietzky, the great 
German anti-war publicist, who was 
held in one of Hitler’s concentration 
camps for about three years before 
h’e was released, because of serious 
illness. Wh’ile in his camp Ossietzky, 
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who recently received the Nobel 
Peace Prize, was interviewed iby a 
group of Englilsh writers, which, of 
course, had to take gla#ce in the 
presence of jailers. Here’s what has 
been reported a#s a verbatim tran- 
script of what was said: 

%Iow are you?” 
“Well.” 
“How nre ynn hdng twnted?” 
“Well.” 
“How is your food?” 
“Good.” - 
“Unve yen anything tn read?” 
“Yes.” 
“Is it permitted to send YOU 

books ?” 
“Yes, without any trouble.” 
“Have you any areference as to 

books?” - - - 
“I want only ‘one thing. Please 

send me some literature with de- 
scriptions of medieval torture meth- 
ods.” 

* * +& 
Is “The Writer’s Digest” of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, a reliable school’ from which to 
take a correspondence course in Short 
Storv Writine? 

The concern is reliable, of course, 
but I’m skeptical about t.he co’urse. 
It’s my notion that a little book on 
the technique of short story writing 
will 8erVe aa prodtictivdy as this 
$22.50 course. 

My son graduates from high school soon 
and wants to take a three-munlh wurw 
in civil, or some kind ‘of engineering, 
as soon as he graduates. Ke is 19 years 
old. Would you give me addresses of 
reputable schools? 

The ‘best and safest cure is good 
s0a.p and water, frequently a~pp1im-l. 
Don’t bother to waste time and money 
, on these dandruff “cures” that cround 
the shelves of the druggists. Take a 
good shampoo at least once a week 
and in time your dandruff will disap- 
pear. I f  it commes back, slap in a few 
extra sha:mpoos for goo’d measure. 
If  they don t cure the case at least 
they’ll hold it down. If  you have a 
really &.&born case of dandruff, go to 
your family doctor for treatment. In 
bad cases applicatiorns of X-ray have 
been known to+do+a 10; of good. 

What is the best way if making a re- 
ligious person anti-religious? Perhaps 
YOU, with. your experience, know -of 
;;rne speelal or sclentlfic way of doing 

I 

A three-month course in engineer- 
ing wouldn’t quaaify anyone to hold 
down a job in this fieLd, so going to one 
of the privately owned establishments 
-such as the Finlay Engineering I as8sume you use the word “mak- 
Collelge, in Kansas City, MO.-Would ing” in the sensie of a#plpealing to a 
be wa3tuted time and money. 1 always person’s, reason iy.ste2d nf using fnrre. 

adivisle against thes,e private estab- Never try to lmpONse non-re&giOUS 

lishments which advertise so glawing- Ideas on ‘a religious person. Such ef- 
ly. As before, I urge the fuller use forts are usually worthless. Instead 
of our state-owned colleges and uni- of antagonizing your religiomus friend 
versities, where the motive is educa- by a frontal attack, ap,proach him 
tion and not the enri’chment of profit- indirectly, with gentle hints, and, 
seeking owners~ If this ynnng man albove all, Freethought, literature that 
intends to be an engine’er of some is frotm the pens of writers who know 
sort, he should plan to do the job their subject. I h’ave allways obsierved 
right and enroll with a State univer- 
sity, 

thalt the printed ;z;d is the greatest 
where the best instrucLiorl is prwpagnndiot 

waiting for him at little cost. though, in 
Freethought, 

the larger com#munities, 
9r * * Pw”olic lectures and debates also are 

How do women compare with men in Userfd. Books, pamphlets, magazines 
discoveries and inventions? and papers which print Freethought 

There’s no evdence to support the material can lbe &pen&d On t0 "con- 

claim that women are incapable of vert” ‘a vi&m of superstition, if he’s 

doing the same kind of creative work 
that has been done Coy men. Thse 
reason women have done little in the 
fields of invention and discovery is 
because of the obvious fact that they 
lmve, throughout the centuries, been 
shut out of such dolmain,s. I f  the 
doors were thrown open and women 
were given the same opportunities as 
men, they too codd serve eoci&y as 
disco’verers and inventors, tholugh the 
record already shows a s,urprisingly 
large l&t of contri”outions that women 
have made to slcientific a#dvancement. 
You can’t senten’ce the world’s wom- 
anhood to serve in the homrn’e and raise 
children anmd then wonder why they 
haven’t, competed with men as coTn- 
posers, chemis:ta, inventors, explorers, 
surgeons, engineers, et’c. 

What is the best cure for dandruff? 



not too far gone. Frequently, lthe 
brain goas so corrupted by rehgious 
ideology that t,he afflicted one is quite 
beyond rescue or cure. Such cases 
should be avoided like poison. It’s a 
certain waste of time to’ argue with 
such trash. Let them wallow in their 
mental sloip. Save your mind-liberat- 
ing literature for more o~pen-4nded 
perslons, especially the younger men 
and women. 

I notice that your various comments on 
patent medicines include no criticisms 
of aspirin. Is this a.safe drug to take? 

Aspirin isn’t a patent medicine. 
Drs. Louis E. Pricknmn and Harold 
F. Buchstein, of Mayo Clinic, Roches- 
ter, Minn., contributed a valuable ar- 
ticle on a,sipirin to a recent issue of 
The Journal of the American Medical 
Association, fro’m which I quote: 

Acetylsalicylie a&d is a useful snd 
effective drug, and it may be pre- 
scribed with relative safety to pa- 
tients who give no history of per- 
sonal or familial allergy. It may 
also be used with caution by al- 
lergic patients after ascertaining 
that it has been used previously by 
them withnot ill effort.. 

Acetylsalicylic acid (aspirin) must 
be avoideld by persons who are sensi- 
tive to the drug, for its effects may 
be bad, even fatal. I f  a person knoiws 
from exlperien’ce that aspirin brings 
about no’ dan,gerous effects, the drug 
may be taken to meet certain condi- 
tions. Returning to the t.wo doctors 
mentio’ned above, we find that their 
article gives a co~mprehensive report 
on 62 cases of hypersensity to thit 
familiar drug. Says the report: 

All one of these persons needs to 
do is to swallow a &grain aspirin 
tablet. In from 10 minutes to two 
hours dreadful things begin to hap- 
pen. 

Asthma in an alarming form 
is the most freauent and serious 
type of reaction. - 

Other people get terrible aneez- 
ing fits nnd their noses stop up. 
Some have “giant” hives and others 
break out into a rash. Some per- 
sons’ faces swell until their eyes 
are closed. Others get severe crnmpa 
in the abdomen. Still others develop 
great purple splotches on the skin. 

Women are more sensitive to the 
drug than men. Everyone who is 
upset by aspirin seems to have a 
personal or family history of allergy. 

Those with asthma are particnlar- 
ly liable to be sensitive rind if along 

with their asthma they have nasal 
polyps, it goes hard with them in- 
deed. Patients such as these have 
been known to die following a dose 
of aspirin. 

If an individual knows he is sen- 
sitive to aspirin, he can avoid it, 
and he will after one attack of any 
violence. But the presence of acet- 
ylsalicylic acid, its scicntiflc nnmq 
in many “patent” medicines makes 
them an unsuspected source of dan- 
ger. 

4. -s 45 
‘lease comment on the people who take 
laps while driving. 

The National Safety Council has 
n,ade a study o#f drivers who fall 
sleep at the wheel, aocording to a 
ummary issued by Science Service. 
The facts are of great interest and 
ralue. For instance, a survey of 
Iriver-asleep accidents, in 12 States 
‘reveals that one out of 12 kill,s aome- 
body, ansd that one-third of the time 
t is the driver himself.” It’s s’afe, 
herefore, to say that the driver who 
‘alls asleep at the wheel and has an 
ccident is l’ikely to, stay asleep from 
mw on. The thing to r’emen&er about 
u’ch drivers is that, they fall asleep 
~e~cause they’re sleapy, the facts sshhow~ 
ng that nearly 50 percent of such 
accidents take place during the first 
wo ho’urs of driving. In other words, 
he driver was sleepy when he climb- 
d into his motor car. He should have 
.aken a nap hefo,re starting his en- 
rine. Or, at. any rater he should have 
Itopped at the first sign of sleepineas 
-off the road, of course-and caught 
L little sleep. Under such circum- 
stances even it little nap of about 20 
ninutes will put a driver in shape to 
continue driving anot.her hour or two 
without mishap. After saying that 
&out half of the acfcidents happened 
lurin,g the first two hours, the report 
)f the National Safety Council con- 
inues : 

A third of them, however, had 
been without sleep from 16 to 20 
hours, so that it is evident that 
lack of proper amounts of sleep 
rather than grueling grinds at the 
wheel is responsible for a large 
number of these mishaps. The 
drowsy driver returning home from 
a late party is the most common 
victim of the highway nap, and he 
usually drops into slumber and 
oblivion at about 2 o’clock in the 
morning. 

Like passenger-car drivers, truck 
operators often nap after only a 
short turn at the wheel, and the ex- 



planation lies in the same lack of 
sleea, 80 nercent of them having 
slept less than seven or eight hours 
in the past 24, and more having 
been without the normal 14 or 16 
hours in the preceding 48. Truck 
drivers, however, are more apt to 
fall off at about 5 or 6 o’clock in 
the morning. Miscellaneous freight 
and furniture movers fell asleep 
more than any other class of truck- 
ers, and haulers of milk and petro- 
leum products were widest awake. 

Pedestrians need not worry too 
much about slumberine motorists 
because only 2 percent of fatalities 
involved the innocent bystander. A 
case was found, however, of a pe- 
destrian falling asleep himself, with 
equally fatal results. 

+s * +s 
How much do we spend for groceries 

Uuring 1936, according to th 
Progressive Grocer, the people of thf 
U.S. spent $10,000,000,000 on thei 
food and ,~groocry needs. Tbi,s wa 
about 16 percent under 1929, thl 
record year. Prices in 1936 were 21 
percent lower than in 1929, on th{ 
average. 

What ,do you think of a’man who tuck 
his naokiu in the too of his vest? 

Such a person is sensi,ble. 1 know 
because I do it myself. Only a pries; 
Emily Post (terrible bores, uslually, 
would attempt to outlaw such a prac 
tice. That bit of foresight s’avel 
many a cleaning bill. 

I was glad to read your definition o 
Freethought. Could you do the samt 
with Rationalism? 

I have written ream89 of copy or 
the philosophy of RatrionaMam, bu 
I’m allways gla’d to come lb’aok to thi! 
subject, one of my pets. For the pre. 
sent, I prefer to quote a brief, point 
ed, sound letter which appeared ir 
the British Spectator, written by 
Lady Maud Simon. The letter: 

Sir-Speaking for myself. as a 
member -for many years- past of the 
Rationalist Press Association, I can 
say that the term “Rationalism” in 
that connection does not renresent 
a new ready-made system - either 
of ethics or philosophy. No such 
agreement could be claimed for--it, . - nor even rmmuruty from poemore 
irrationalism. One of its main func- 
tions undoubtedly is to turn the 
light of reason upon beliefs asso- 
ciated with Christianity which, in 
accordance with modern thought, 
rank merely as legends in the case 
of other religions. Rationalism is 
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fully cognizant of the psychology of 
religious belief and of its mnny 
varieties, but it definitely rejects 
the claim still made, either tacitly 
or avowedly, t.o found such belief 
on myth, miracle, or the like, wheth- 
er inside or outside the pages of 
the Bible. It realizes the grave 
danger of placing progress, mental 
or moral, on the shifting sands of 
supebstition, and would substitute 
for that the firmer ground of human 
ideals and efforts to bring about 
their realization. 

* +s * 
Lre wide roads safer than narrow ones? 

Traffic engineers connected with 
he hi,ghway department oS New Jer- 
ey have stu#die’d this question and 
eport that narrow roads are safer 
han wide ones. Here’s what the sur- 
‘ey sholws: 

On a two-lane road the number 
‘of accidents is 2.75 per l,OOO,OOO 
vehicle miles. In three-lane roads 
the figure is 3.53. In four-lane roads, 
3.61. 

The main cause of a&dents on 
ride roads is the attempt of a driver 
o get out- of line and pas’s cars ahead 
f  him. If  a driver coming from the 
pposite direction gets the same idea 
t the same time, there% a good 
hance of a head-on crash. These ex- 
erts claim that the wide roads 
odd be made much safer if raised 
enter strips were provided. Side- 
ralks would also help keep down 
ccidents. 

Vhat is the meaning of the term “po- 
tical applause”? Is it something like 
ar “razzberry” or “Bronx cheer”? 
“Political applaus’e” can b’est. be ex- 

lained by giving a few illustrations. 
‘he read’er will see in a mo’ment that 
Ich apsplause has nothing in common 
5th our “razzberry” or “Bronx 
leer.” 
Recently there was produlced on 

le Berlin staee a lslay ‘by Schiller, 
on Cnrlos. This old play has nev- 
? enjoyed the popularity it has had 
rice the advent o#f Hitlerislm. Lar,ge 
ndiences flock to t,he Deutsches 
heater. not so much be#cause they 
re anxious to see this revival of a 
unous classi~c of the stage, but bc- 

el 
si 
ai 
T 
al 
fr 
cause the actor who plays the part of 
a hberal-minded character of th,e 16th 
Century-Marquis Posa Xomma- 
makes an elo#quent appeal to the mon- 
arch, Philia II, to abolish the In- 
quisition. Tremendous, prolonged, al- 
most hyslterical, n.pplanse invariably 
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greets the words that follow: 
“Pnint the way to the lG~ropnan 

kings! A stroke of your pen and 
the earth is newly created. Grant, 
I beg of you, freedom of thought!” 

The a,pplause at this mom’ent is not 

‘Yom an audience that wanted the re- 
.urn of the old, czarist times. 

+* +a * 

intended for the actor, nor is the 
moment properly entitled to a demon- 
stration of such proportions. The 
applause, in brief., is “political aip- 
plaus’e”-the emotional and spontan- 
eous reaction of people in Germany 
who are living in mental chaine, who 
can’t even discuss ordinary political 
topics without taking the risk of 
going to prison should their remarks 
be construed as critical of the die- 
generate dictator who has crushed 
everything that’s fine and decent in 
Gfv-man life. Th,Fw pmple hnve 
kept their emotions in a straight- 
jacket too long-they are ready to 
explode if some outlet isn’t. provided. 
A~cl here are a Iew words from a 
play written more than a century 
ago which enable Berlin’s people, 
who still love freedom and democracy 
and hate Fascisjm, to voice th’eir 
opinions and still be safe from even 
the threat of the concentration camp. 
That, I repeat, is “polit,ioal spplause.” 

Another illustration comes to mind, 
this one in Milan, albo’ut 75 years ago, 
where audiences use’d to break into 
frantic applausie during a certain 
scene in Verdi’s olpera, Z Lombardi. 
At that time Lomlbardy was under 
Austrian rule, and the Italdans hated 
this. The Lo,mibards would go to La 
Scala Opera House for a wonderful 
chance to ex,pres’s their hatred of 
Austrian rule, in comparative safety 
because they intended to indulge in 
“political applause.” At one momsent 
a numbw of T,odhards march off the 
stage, dres:sed for bat.tle, to join the 
First Crusade. This was a signal 
for a mighty demonstration, the au- 
dience rising and cheering its Lom- 
bard ancestors. It wasn’t the music 
or th#e artists who were being honor- 
e.cl . The slnectators were indulging 
in “polit8ical appla,use.” 

Nhat is the trouble with the Ameri- 
:an Federation of Labor that John L. 
.ewis feels is reason enough for split- 
ing away and forming the C.I.O.? 

As already explained in s’everal 
trt,icles, one of the fund,amental rea- 
ion8 is the fact that the A.F. of L. 
nsists on following the line of craft 
mionistm-each 08ccupation in its 
bwn separate union-whil’e John L. 
Lewis, through the Committee for 
rndustrial Organization (C.I.O.) holds 
‘or industrial unionism, which means, 
,f  cours,e, the mer,ging of all 
vorkers in some part.icular industxy 
nto one mass organization. While it’s 
.rue that craft unionism can be made 
;o work all right with Lb highly 
;kille’d, the condition remains sadly 
tpparent that such a limited for’m 
:an’t be effective in the mass produc- 
(ion indu,stries, maintly steel, motor 
:ars, rubber, coal, glass, and the like. 

John L. Lewis!, in January, 1937, 
ssued a statement, in which he out.- 
ined some of the other reaslons why 
re can’t tolerate the A.F. of L. and 
Irefers to go his way with the (X.0. 
[ quote the salient points, as follows: 

“One of the greatest tragedies in 
our labor history was the inertia of 
the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in the 
face of the great, spontaneous up- 
rising of the unorganized industrial 
workers in the summer of 1933 in 
response to the hope and promise 
contained in Section ‘I of the Re- 
covery Act. If the Council had 
bwn r~spnnaivn to the anneal Of 
labor for industrial freedom 
through organization and had taken 
advantage of the widespread spon- 
t.anpoua revolnt~~ioc;mong the wo?k- 
ers then in leadlng 
basic industries cbSd”“h’ave been 
easily organized before reactionary 
industrial managements were able 
to mobilize themselves for effective 
opposition. 

There was a case of “political ap- 
plaus’e” in the Soviet. Union a few 
years ago when a Mo~scow audience 
dis;playe#d its discontent with the 
Communist regime by applauding a 
character in Moussorgsky’s opera. 
Khovanstchina who speaks these 
words : “God help poor, sufferin’g Rus- 
sia.” This was “political applause” 

“But the majority of the Execu- 
tivc Council and the 05icers of the 
American Federation of Labor were 
unequal to this ‘time and tide’ in 
the fortunes of the labor movement, 
which if taken at its flood woold 
have led to unprecedented victory. 
They were dead to the fact that 
coaditions prevailing in America in 
1933 were epoch-making. They 
were so engrossed with technical 
controversies raging around the pa- 
per jurisdictional disputes of for- 
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mer years that they could not see 
the dazzling light of a new day.” 

So much for the past. The impor- 
tant. thing now is: What about the 
future? Lewis ans,wers,, as follows: 

“The C.I.O. will undoubtedly, as 
in the past, refrain from any inter- 
ference with established craft 
unions or their memberships. We 
shall ptrsh forward our drive to 
organize the operating forces of 
our basic mining and manufactur- 
ing industries into industrial un- 
ions. We are confident that In due 
course of time we shall succeed in 
unionizing the major portion of our 
30,000,OOO unorganized industrial 
workers. 

“Our success, during the limited 
time which our Committee has been 
in existence, leads us to feel com- 
pletely sanguine as t’o’ the future. 
From the original seven members 
of the C.I.O.; our membership 
has expanded to 15 organizations. 
Our campaign to organize the steel 
industry, together with the subsi- 
diary campaigns in the automobile 
anmd rubber industries, is progress- 
ing rapidly. In addition, we ane 
constantly receiving requests from 
unorganized workers throughout 
the country asking for assistance 
in organization and assuring us of 
their support. 

“My conviction is that the over- 
whelming majority o,f craft union 
members will soon realize that the 
C.I.O. has no animus towards 
established craft omanizationa but 
is concerned only toierve the labor 
movement by adding to its econom- 
ic and political strength through 
the uniolnizat’ion of unorganized 
mass production yvi;kers. With the 
realization uf ~undameuLa1 
truth, craft unionists will volun- 
tarily exonerate the members of the 
C.I.O. of any unworthy motives or 
acliuna.” 

1 

, 

, 

, 
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The foregoing statement came 
fro,m John L. Lewis b&ore he 
won those startling victories from 
General Motors and U.S. Steel. His- 
tory is sometimes made quickly, and 
Lewis’ policies have been de’mon- 
&rated speed,ily as ‘being in keeping 
with the spirit of the times and the 
needs of the previously unorganized 
million9 of toil’ers. Events prove 
Lewis entirely right; the sa#me events 
prove the A.F. of L. leadership to 
be entirely wrong. With astounding 
dispatch, Lewis and the C.I.O. have 
stqp’pe,d forward as the outstanding, 
dominant organization of American 

! 

labor. And he has only begun. What 
the future h’olds no one dare even 
imagine. But this we can say in all 
certainty: American labor is on the 
march and the goal of ,solidarity will 
be reached. 

4 4 4 
Are you buying manuscripts now from 
unsolicited sources? 

Very few. The e&to&l assign- 
m#ents nolw being handled by my regu- 
lar authors will keep my publishing 
schedule crowded for at la& two 
years). 

4 4 4 
Please reprint Mark Twain’s advice on 
diamonds. 

Mark Twain’s sane piece of con- 
structive philosophy reads: 

“It is better to have old, second- 
hand diamonds than no diamonds 
at all.” 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
I would like to start a forum here in I would like to start a forum here in 
Lcith, N. Dak.. for the discussion of Lcith, N. Dak.. for the discussion of 
public questions, using your Questions public questions, using your Questions 
and Answers as a source of informa- 
tion. Will you please discuss this idea? 

I would like to see the idea worked 
out in Leith an’d lots of other com- 
munities. It’s my iNmpreslsion t,hat the 
material I dish out in this paper 
:ould serve tw keep any rx&ber of 
forumites wound ua from now on. 

4 4 4 
Aave you any special suggestions for 
a person in love? 

Yes. Take my him? and al&ways try 
to love within your in’come,. b&au& 
it is very difficult to love without it. 

4 4 4 
How many of your 25,000 pious readers 
are women? 

About .?D pgcen~ 
: 

Why doesn’t the Fedeiil Trade Com- 
mission get after Norman Baker’s 
“hospital,” where his auackery is uro- 
moted on the false assuhption that he 
can cure cancer? 

The Baker Hospital doesn’t, come 
within the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Trad’e Co8mmission because this con- 
3ern isn’t engaged in commerce. 

*> 8, $4 
Cau you Lell me Ibe urigiu uf Llle well- 
known “Monk’s Confession”? 

I have seen this little story many 
times, but don’t re’call its source. 
Maybe some readers can give us the 
desired inf’ormation. The little yarn 
runs t.hlis way: 

A monk was dying and had been 
making his last confessions to the 
priest in charge of the monastery. 

“Have you anything else to con- 
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fess?” said the priest 
“I don’t think so. ‘Father.” said 

the monk. 
“Are you sure?” 
“Well, perhaps I should mention 

just one thing-” 
“And that is?” 
“Only that I don’t believe in God.” 

4+ +I+ + 
CORRECTION-The last issue of The 

Freeman contained a peculiar typograph- 
ical error, which amused and embarass- 
cd me, sensitive soul that I am. I wrote 
“Johnny-on-the-Spot,” and it go”ft ina% 
print ‘Johnny-on-the-Pot.” 
things! My pious readers know I avoid 
any expression that suggests coarse- 
ness, for I always consider the delicate 
sensibilities of my most refined sub. 
scribers. The chaste purity of these 
columns must be preserved at all times. 

1 am a young woman who is contemplat- 
ing marriage in the near futuze. HOW 
many meals will I be called on to pre- 
pare? 

The average: ru:! ak aibout 30,000. 

Isn’t it true thzt th*e mind has a lot ta 
do with digestion? 

Food won’t benefit a person much 
if the mind says it doesn’t like what’s 
,going into t,he mouth. Professor E, 
P. Calheart, professor of physiology, 
University of Glasgow, expressed the 
who,le idea of digestion in five lines of 
homely poetry,. which a,ppaared in 
the staid Bmtzsh Medical Journal. 
The advice: 
Eat all kind nature doth bestow; 
It will amalgamate below. 
If the mind says so, it shall be so. 
But, if you once begin to doubt, 
The gastric juice will find it out. 

Is science making any headway in handl- 
ing the problem of controlling the sex 
of eggs? 

Profes’sor Kiyosumi Ninumiya, at 
Tokio, announced, early in 1937, that 
it was Dossible to guarantee to pro- 
duce a f’e,male chicken from any hen’s 
egg. claiming 100 percent suocess~. 
This is’ done by injecting a female 
hormone int,o the epg. Such an in- 
jection costs only SOc per 100 eggs. 
The profestsor is a tea’cher at an agri- 
cultural colle~~e. 

Can you let us have Charles Hanson 
Towne’s “Around the Corqer”? 

This wholesome, humean. heart- 
moving niece follows: ’ 
Around the corner, I have a friend 
In this great city that has no end; 
Yet days go by and weeks rush on, 
And before ? hnow 4t, a pear 1s gone, 

And I never see my old friend’s face, 
Fnr life is a swift and terrible race. 

He knows I like him just as well 
As in the days when I rang his bell 
And he rang mine. We were younger 

then 
And now we are busy, tired men- 
Tired with playing a foolish game 
Tired nf trying tn make a name. 

“Tomorrow, say, I will call on Jim, 
Just to show that l’m thinking of him.” 
But tomorrow comes-and tomorrow 

And thgeOe&tance between us grows and 
grows ; 

Around the corner, yet miles away. 
“Here’s a telegram, sir.” “Jim died ta- 

day !  ” 
And that’s what we get-and deserve- 

in the end, 
Around the coy$ vagished friend. 

What is your opinion of Bahainm? 
This religious sect, which has a 

few hundred followers in this coun- 
try, emphas:izes the “spiritual unity 
of humanity” by a system-colored 
by oriental my&i&m-that would 
merge all faithful believers in the 
various religious dogmas’. Since there 
is ‘bedlam enough in any one system, 
imagine what would happ.en if the 
followers of the various organized 
dogmas were to “get to’&her.” It 
would, to my notion, add only new 
powers of chaos to the world’s prime 
oxqanizers cuf intellectual co’nfusion. 
The lead’ers af Babaism preach a 
form o#f pa#cifism and tolerance, but 
as the a(pproalch is religious-mystical 
-the words, after all, can \he nothing 
more than words, because genuine 
peace movements and efforts at racial 
toleran’ce can best be prom~oted 
through elements closer to reality, 
elements that basle their thought and 
effort,s on actual cond?tions instead 
of vague, uncinne$&*impulsas. 

The press reports a Los Angeles woman, 
convicted of murder, has declared she 
would “kill herself by will power” and 
has alreadv thrown herself into a trance. 
‘Is it possible for a person to will him- 
self to death? 

Not much chnnce. Th,ere have been 
some reports of su,ch self-willed 
deaths (without phys<cal acts of sui- 
cXe) from India, but psychiatrists 
assert there has never been an authen- 
ticated case. Dr. Joseph Jastrow, a 
psychologist of international repute, 
saps “it is po’ssible for s,ome persons 
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to throw themselves into a trance, 
but extremely doubtful anyone could 
end his life just by wll&g to die.” 
Dr. Jastrow described the Los An- 
geles woman’s trance aa being merely 
a case of hysterical coma, a condi- 
tion so common a! to be found dis- 
cussed in all gych;trg texthooks. 

Which is more. efficient, tooth paste or 
tooth powder? 

Dental authorities agree that tooth 
powder is better than paste, and costs 
less. But no tooth cleans,er will do 
what the advertisements say. I refer, 
of course, to the claim that these 
articles will whiten the t,eeth. They 
won’t do anything of the sort. There 
are a number of chemical whiteners 
sold in drug stores which are posi- 
tively dangerous to one’s health. 

* * * 
I often think, when I’m fussing with 
my unwieldy, cumbersome garments, 
how nice it would be if we cuuld re- 
turn to the simple, free costumes of the 
ancient Romans. Please comment. 

I’ve never worn a toga, so I can’t 
give my reader any first-hand infor- 
mation, but I can call his attention 
to an interesting pas#sage in a book, 
ptihlisbed lad. year by Cnlumbia Uni- 
verslty Press, entitled The floman’s 
M?orld, and written by Frank Gard- 
ner Moore. I’his althor has made an 
elaborate etudg of the clothes worn 
in ancient Rome and shows that it 
war sc\methinp of an art to wear a 
toga. He writes: 

“The Roman citizen of olden days 
had his troubles with his clothing, 
and they were probably more trying 
than any of today’s troubles. He 
had to drape the toga as meticulons- 
ly as any lady’s gown, and, just 
like today. styles changed from 
year to year, both in the manner 
of draping the toga ansd in its shape. 

“In general, the toga approached 
the form of an ellipse, the corners 
of a large, rectangular piece of ma- 
terial having been cut off, at differ- 
ent angles Or in curves according to 
the style of the time. (You can 
readilv see that the well-dressed 
man “simply couldn’t wear last 
year’s toga. In length this cum- 
brous, formal garment was twice 
the height of the wearer and might 
bc worn double. Since it was ~001 
and white, the cleaners were busy. 
They kept the togas of Rome white 
by using pipe clay.” 

Mr. Moore also proves that our hat- 
less vogue isn’t anything nmvq far 

the Romans usually went around 

iZ%Z2 Ch2?3ea~~~~~~ls tit0 lE 
to go in for the fastidious will be in- 
terested in knowing that the dandies 
in ancient Rome were simply crazy 
about the lacerna, “a gay-colored 
mantle fastened at the shoulder or 
over the lbmrea$ wiih a*brooch.” 

What’s your oainion of the Perfolastlc 
Girdle? - - 

This girdle, which is scold by a cor- 
poration in New York City, costs 
$12.50, which strikes rnme as too much 
money for any arti’cle of that kind. 
Take my ,advice and go t-o a regular 
dtepartment store or mail ord,er house 
and buy one of the ordinary girdled 
you’ll be aible to get for a few dol- 
lars. But don’t fool yours#eLf that any 
of these girdlles-including the Per- 
folastic-will enable you to reduce. 
That’s bunk. Your weight is usually 
controlled by what you eat, or, as 
sometimes happens, by the mann’er ia 
which your glands work, and under 
such circumstances a reducing girdle 
is just that much wasted money and 
energy. 

Thk pnlhlicity ahm~t the “gentle, 
efficient, imperceptible m8assiage” Of 
the Perfola,sitic girdle, or any ohher 
bran#d, is! hooey thought up by clever 
advarlising wriLers who want Lo cash 
in on the big demand for slimmer 
women. The stouter mamas are a lilt- 
tle out ob style thes:e d#ays, though 
for a time it looked as t,hough the 
Mae West fad was going to bring 
thelm back to their old-time prestige. 
Exccesive weight is very bad, but I’m 
old-fashioned enough to have stroltg 
prejudices against these women who 
strive to show the world they have 
snake-hips, flat. chests, and no fannies 
to speak of. A woman, to he b’eauti- 
ful, must have at least. some of those 
old-time curves. 

Is it inconsistent, illogical and wrong 
for a confirmed Socialist to buy stocks 
on the stock enrhange? 

There’s nothing wrong about buy- 
in,g stocks in a corporation when one 
is living under the ca’pitalistic sys- 
tem. Persormlly, I don’L 5geculaLe or 
invest in stacks, preferrin’g to put my 
spare cash in this publishing busi- 
ness.. I usually warn my readers 
against monkeying with the stock ex- 
change, for they usually get their 
fingers burned. I advise my friends 
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to put their savings in postal banks, 
in a home, or Liberty and State bonds. 
The little fellow who damles in Wall 
Street. usually*lose;4s hi: shirt. 

I would like to know your opinion of 
Consumers Union, in New York City. 
Also, Consumers Research, which has 
just published a new magazine, called 
“Consumers Digest.” 

Consumers Union is a good or,gan- 
ization, which is run on a non-profit 
basis and gives excellent advice to 

summers Research, isn’t mu’ch a&n&. 
It’s, magazine, Conszbmers Digest, 
isn’t o’f real benefit to its readers be- 
cause, so far as I can make out, it 
devotes its editorial matter only to 
re’commended articles, leaving the un- 
rccammcnd8cd goods unmcntioncd. It’s 
my theory that the public should be 
told what’s good, of cours#e, but it’s 
even more imiportant to warn consum- 
frs against t.he bad. Not doin’g this, 
the m,a,gazine strikes me as-being 
lop-sidmed. 

From sttrdy and experience I know 
there is a mine of truth in Astrology. 
Do you draw a line against all my&- 
cism. all occult “truths,” including As- 
trology? 

From stucly and experience I kniow 
there isn’t an ounce of truth in As- 
trology. The whole ibus#iness is mix- 
ed with fraud, decept,ion, gullibility, 
illo~gicalitv. infantilism. and iust 
about an&ing else that’ sugges’ts”the 
moronic or idiotic. Astrology is a 
game that is played by shre& char- 
latans to steal money from ignorant 
suckers. In the entire wol-I’d of Iearn- 
ing there isn’t a sinigle first-rate mind 
that a~cce~pts the ridiculous, childish 
no,tions ob Astrology. 

Let me give iust one illustration. 
Recently we read the horrible news 
from the Ohio River, where hundreds 
of lives were lost’ in t.he terrible 
floods. Tho’se numerous visctims were 
born “under” any number of differ- 
ent “stars,” whatever that means, 
and yet thev all diecl at thme same time. 
How ,come? This thomrht of mine is 
bv no mean,s original,-though I’d be 
glad to father it. I take it3 from Vol- 
taire. who, more than a century and 
a half auo. called attention to the 
grea’t Lisbon earthquake, in -which 
something like 60,000 perso’ns were 
killed in a few minutes. They, as 
Voltaire mentioned, should, according 

to the great “truths” of Astrology, 
have died at different “meetings” of 
the planets, or words to the same 
+&---but, alas, they all died a,s 
though they’d been born “under” a 
slingle star. The same goes for the 
World War, in which almost lO,OOO,- 
300 men were killed in four short 
years. 

I musL apologiz Lo my irlLelligent 
readers-there are som,e. I know- 
For taking up this much’ space with 
wch a bunk&d’en piece of tripe BS 
Astrology. The whole mess is pure 
ignorance or cunning fraud-the 
ignorance being on the side of those 
who uav out. and the cunning fraud 
being o’;l the’ side of those v&o take 
in the kale. No educated. intelligent, 
informed person who keeps ab?eaat 
of the currents of thought ever falls 
for such clap-tramp as Astrology. 

As for MystZsm and the occult 
“trutha,” I reject therm in toto as 
bunk. T am a Realist, who believes 
in verifiable conclusions: I am a Ra- 
tionalist, who believes always in ap- 
nlvinlg the rules of reason and evi- ., 
dence- to everything presented to my 
mind for consideration. Therefore, I 
repndlat~n 8.s fnlw rind hollow any no- 
tions that rest on mysticism, unreal- 
ity, sacred writings. or any form of 
unsupported infallibility. OWllIt 
“Lrulhs” are h&urn; Mysticism is in- 
tellectual trash. 

* + * 
Please comment on the enclosed news- 
paper c1ippin.g dealing with Father 
Coughlin’s views on strikes. 

The clipping isI a United Press dis- 
patch from a March 1. 193’7, news- 
paper, in whi’ch Father (of what?) 
Coughlin said : 

“I am opposed to needless strikes. 
Not became I am opposed to labor, 
but because 1 recognize the inef- 
ilciency of this method of obtaining 
the desired objective of every honest 
man.* 
Coulghlin, who is now back on the 

air on a network costing manv thou- 
sands of dollars weeklv-all iaid bv 
General Motors and other industrial- 
ists in an attempt to split the labor 
movement-savs he’s opposed to 
“needless .strikes.” That’s just an- 
other wav of saving he’s oobosed to 
all strikes, for after all who’s to de- 
cide when a strike is “needless” or 
“necessary”? This is Coughlin’s 
mealy-mouthed suuport of Fascist 
ideasI. It’s one of the prime conditions 
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of th’e totalit.arian state to forbid 
mass action on the part of the work- 
ers. Whenever you find Fascism, 
there you find strikes outlawed. 

The coordinated German pres+ 
which always parrots the ideas Of 
Dr. Goelbbels-is giving a great deal 
of space to U.S. strikes, and tries to 
make political capital out of them, 
the moral being that Germany-which 
is strikeless-is a model uto’pia, 
where peace, ord’er and brotherly love 
prevail. I’m sure such propaganda 
will influence no intelligent worker. 
The difference between Germany and 
the U.S.-so far as the workingman 
is concerned-is the differen’ce be- 
tween slavery and free labor. In 
Germany a striker is guilty of trea- 
son again* the sitaite and can be 
imprisoned and even behe’aded. He 
doesn’t strike because he isn’t ready 
to take the terrible consequences un- 
der a aolico state in which all the 
arms bklong to the state while the 
unarmed, helpless workers must d’o as 
they are told or be mowed down by 
Hitler’s gangsters. 

In the U.S., on the other hand, la- 
bor is free tb assert itself, not- b’e- 
PRI~~C Capitalism is libernl, but rath- 
er [because our democratic ideas still 
prevail and give the workers the right 
to decide for themselves whether or 
not they are to sell thmeir labor power 
and on what conditions, Thus, strikes 
in the U.S. are signs of social health, 
of freedorm, of progress, for the re- 
sults are. uniformlv. all to t,he good, 
increases’in pay f&owing one a&h- 
er in ranid-fire order. In many cases 
the worl& don’t even have to- strilcc, 
since their power as unionists is SO 
obvious that the industrialists pry 
through the nose in order to avoid 
stoppages that. are certain to h dis- 
astrous to dividends. 

As I write this, the pres’s blazons 
the fact that the steel industry has 
capitulated, without the stxike which 
everyone expected was a certainty. 
This tremendous victory-greater by 
far than the campaign won on the 
General Motors front-will go down 
in history as one of the greatest. in- 
cidents in the history of organized la- 
bor, and makes John L. Lewis-the 
greatest labor lea,der America has 
ever had-a tactician without equal. 
Can you imagine how far the steel 
workers could have traveled in the 
direction of econobmic progressa if they 

hadn’t been organized in a union 
which insists on the right to strike. 
If  all the workers were “organized” 
but denied the ri,ght to strike, what 
pos\s:ble concessions coul’d they ex- 
pect from the industrialists? Our 
industrial leaders are realists, they 
recognize cold facts-and Lewis’ 
strategy looked powerful enough to 
command their resaect an’cl willimr- 
ness to compromise: If  the workers 
had listened to Father Coughlin, what 
a hrnak that wmld have hwn fnr the 
steel magnates. 

No, Amerimcan labor is d#etermined 
to protect it’s right to strike, when 
a sltrike is unavoi’dable. Workers 
are always willing to negotiate be- 
fore quitting en ~nasse, but when 
they see their propositions rejecter1 
by the bosses they mu.& always have 
the right to back up their demands 
with a storppaIge. But our Fascists 
like Father Coughlin would introduce 
into this country the ideas of Hitler 
and Mussolini with regard to strikes 
-ideas t.hat would make our indus- 
trialists absolute monarchs in their 
domains. Labor knows better. Fath- 
er Coughlin can talk himself to ex- 
haustion over his immense radio net- 
work,, but labor goes right ahead 
listenmg to its) true and trusted lea& 
er who wins’ battle after battle be- 
cause he knows when to argue and 
discuss-and when to strike. Lewis, 
and his millions of brave and loyal 
followers, are deaf to the Fascist 
mouthings of a Coughlin, whose aim 
is to strangle and enslave labor, not 
helm it. 

The sam’e report that I quoted from 
above tells labor to quit its “needless” 
strikes and turn to ‘the Constitution. 
CoughEn advises the worlrcrs who 
know, of course, t.hat his adv:ce is 
really anti-labor-that they should 
amend the Constitution in order to 
eet national laws covering wares, etc. 
That would mpan d&g nothing: in 
the industrial field for at least five 
VC~I-R while R new amcwdmmt to the 
Const.itution went out to the States. 
Wouldn’t that be a swell break for 
Goneral Motors, Ford. U.S. Steel, 
Chrysler, and the ol.hkr great em- 
nloyers,? When a nublic man tells la- 
her to avoid action in the economic 
field, he aims. in all truth, to deprive 
labor of one of its most effective 
weaipons. Intellicrent labor knows the 
value of politicd action-and intends 
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to use it to the hiltibut that doe& 
mean laibor is going to neglelct z 
weapon that is at hand--isolidaritJ 
and st,rikes-in order to protect itr 
own status. 

* * * 
Is it true that Thomas Jefferson at, 
tacked the priests? 

He did, in t-he following words: 
“In every country and in every 

age the priest has been hostile to 
liberty; he is always in alliance 
with the despot, abetting his abuses 
in return fur grotectiuu tu hia UWII.‘* 

Apologists for the Caitholic Church 
might reply-if th,ey ever broughi 
themselves to notice such criticism- 
that all has changed for the gooi 
since khose dark, distant days. Well 
let’s see what George Seldses wrote ir 
his book, published in 1936, entitlet 
Can These Things Be? He said: 

“In Bavaria, Austria, Hungary, 
Poland, and some of the Ralkan 
States I have found the priesthood 
and the Fascist leaders so closely 
cooperating it is evident that in a 
great encounter they would work 
together as they have in the small 
inconsequential political storms 
which have passed almost unnoticed 
in various parts of the world.” 
Since the foregoing paragraph 

was written we have had good 
op,portunities to watch the hierarch) 
of the Catholic Church in action 
in Spain, whtere the priests 
bishops and 8cardinals helped put guna 
in the handls of half-savage Africar 
Moors to kill liberty-loving Bpaniardc 
who wanted their demacratic, libera: 
governiment to prevail. The Churck 
has always been the sworn enemy o.i 
everything that’s decent in humanity 
and it’ll never change. 

One of the real reasons why the 
Catholic Church fights so determin 
edly a,gainst Russian Communism ie 
because the hierarchy knows t.hat the 
Russians will never agree to tolerate 
the see-old abusIes of the priesthood 
The Church knows its enemies, and if 
never forgives them. The function 01 
the pries& is well describmad by Jean 
Meslier, in Superstition in All Ages, 
as folLws : 

“Priests in all times have shown 
themselves supporters of despotism, 
and the enemies of public liberty. 
Thelr profession requires vile and 
submissive slaves, who never have 
the audacity to reason. In an ab- 
solute government, their great ob- 
ject is to secure control of the mind 

of a weak and stupid prince, in or- 
der to make themselves masters of 
the people. Inatead uf leading the 
people to salvation, priests have al- 
ways led them to servitude.” 
That’s putting it in good, strong 

Language, and every word of it is 
:rue. We, in the U.S., have had a 
:los8e view of the behavior of the 
priests in Mexico! whcrc the Churah 
has been und>er Just attack for two 
decades. Why? George A. Morenq, in 
!he September, 1935, Forum, explams: 

“The long historical record of the 
Church’s per,sistent opposition to 
every liberal movement aimed at 
winning social justice for the peo- 
ple and the Church’s defiant atti- 
tude toward and violent action 
against the Constitution of 1917 
were themselves responsible for this 
sentiment [of opposition to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as hitherto op- 
erating in Mexico].” 
Or, let’s go farther South, to Peru, 

snd what do we find? According to 
Carlton Beals, in his recent book, 
!%-e in the Andes, priestcraft in Peru 
netins the following things: 

“Yet today, after four centuries, 
the mass of the Peruvian people are 
ignorant or uneducated, subject to 
disease and death, vilely exploited; 
they live in unsanitary, miserable 
homes; their economic lot is worse 
than it was under the Inca emperors 
before the coming of the Spaniards. 
The Church has filled the land with 
beautiful edifices, but it has not 
taught the Indians and mestizos, 
who comprise 85 percent of the 
population, how to build decent 
homes or how to keep their bodies 
clean. The priest in Peru has eater- 
ed to native superstition and igno- 
rance, and it is doubtful, given the 
situation in which the masses live, 
that he has contributed anvthinn 
to their spiritual welfare. ONE 1s 
FORCED TO THE RF!LITCTANT 
CoNCLUSION . . . T H-x%- -TH‘E 
CHURCH AS AN INSTITUTION IS 
ORGANIZED FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF MASS EXPLOITATION AND 
THAT IT IS A PARTNER OF ALL 
THE ECONOMIC CLASSES WHICH 
FOSTER SUCH EXPLOITATION.” 

Or, let’s take a little trip to the 
Philippines. We find that Emilio 
&inaldo, in his Let.ter to Major- 
Ii-id E. S. Otis, November 3, 1898, 

“These [Catholic] priests, exert 
cizing the right of absolving in the 
Philippine towns, have been for a 
long time the absolute masters of 



the life, honor, and property of the 
Filipinos. For this reason, it is a 
widely known and nuluriuus fact, 
recognized by all the foreigners who 
have studied Philippine affairs, that 
the primary causes of the Philippine 
revolution were the ecclesiastical 
corporations which, taking advantage 
of the corrupt Spanish government, 
have robbed the country, prevent- 
ing progress and liberty.” 

Why stop now, when we can turn 
to an authority able to discuss the 
practices of the Rnman Catholic 
Church in Ethiopia, Italy, Austria, 
and elsewhere. Here I present a para- 
graph from an O’pen Letter (January, 
1937) to Archbishop Hinsley, of 
Westminster, written by J. W. Poyn 
ter, formerly a member of the hier- 
archy of the Catholic Church, in Lon- 
don,. He writes: 

“SO FAR AS TEE ROMAN CATH- 
OLIC CHURCH IS CONCERNED, 
THE LAST 10 YEARS HAVE BEEN 
MOST NOTABLE FOR THE CLEAR 
IDENTIFICATION 0 F THAT 
CHURCH WITH POLITICAL TY- 
RANNY AND SOCIAL AND INTEL- 
LECTUAL OBSCURANTISM. In ro- 
ality the teaching of the Church is 
such (as I showed in the Open Let- 
ter [to Candinal Boume in 19271 
already mentioned) as to make that 
identification inevitable given favor- 
able conditions, but until recent 
yaws the conditions were such as 
to hide the fact from many people, 
and to give numbers of optimistic 
progressive Catholics the idea that 
the Church had abandoned or modi- 
fied its old spirit. That illusion can 
be entertained no longer. IN 1929 
THE PRESENT POPE MADE A 
TREATY WITH ITALIAN FASC- 
ISM, AND AS A RESULT THE 
CHURCH UPHOLDS TEE DICTA- 
TORSHIP-with all its suppression 
of liberty-in that country. Fnr- 
ther, the Pope (though professedly 
a lover of peace and hater of war) 
looked on in silence at the destruc- 
tion of Ethiopia; AND WHEN THAT 
AGGRESSION HAD PROVED SUC- 
CESSFUL HE CONGRATULATED 
ITALY ON ‘THE TRIUMPHANT 
HAPPINESS OF A GREAT ANIl 
GOOD PEOPLE’ In Austria the 
liberties of the people are crushed 
under an iron dictatorship which 
wns initiated by bloodsbc=d, and 
which again is upheld by the 
Church. The Church also supports 
a regressive regime in Hungary. To 
some extent Catholics are at issue 
with Nazism in Germany, but it is 
credibly stated that the Pope is 
ready to come to terms if the privi- 

leges of the Church are safeguard* 
ed. But the most dreadful case is 
lhal .d Spain. . . . Is it the yagani 
or the Church which had held poor 

NESS BACK AGAIN WEnti AT 
LONG LAST SOME SIGNS OF THE 
DAWN WERE APPEARING!” 

Now let’s turn to an authority a 
ittle closer to home-Bruce Bliven, 
me of the editors of The New Republic 
-who said, on December 23, 1936: 

“IT [the Roman Catholic Church] 
STANDS TODAY WITH THE 
FORCES OF CRUELTY AND TER- 
ROR. It stands with those who 
deny the power of reason, the ef- 
fectiveness of abstract truth. IT 
SUPPORTS POLICIES THAT CAN 
ONLY BE MADE TO WORK BY 
THE ENRl,AVEMENT OF WHOIX 
POPULATIONS, BY THE DE 
STRUCTION OF FREEDOM OF 
EVERY TYPE, BY A RETURN TO 
CONDITIONS PARALLELING 
THOSE OF THE DARK AGES, but 
even worse because men today have 
an alternative of which the Dark 
Ages knew nothing.” 
Thomas Jefferson’s words-quoted 

it the beginning of this p&-were 
XYKJ when he wrote thlem, are true 
mday, and will be true just as long 
ts the world has to endure the influ- 
mce of the Roman Cathdie Church. 
Every lover of freedom, liberty, tol- 
srance, free inquiry, progress, de- 
nocracy, popular rule, and the like, 
snows that one of the greatest ob- 
rtacles to social advancement! if not 
;he greatest, is the world-wide, re- 
sctionary, libertyhating Roman Cath- 
)lic Church. 

+ * a 
What are “treers”? 

Treers are pers#ons who hire them- 
wives out to take rich persons’ dogs 
for daily walks. In Chicago, treers 
:harge $1.75 per week for taking a 
log out to his favorite tree twice a 
lay, hnl$ an hour each time. Treers 
zre permitted to lead their charges 
;o fire plugs and lamp posts, but it’s 
:onsidered more professional to head 
for a tree. And that, my frien+$ 3s 
iust another w;y $ mgking a llvmg. 

Please offer some suggestions that will 
help one who is seeking mental health. 

In my own life I find it rather 
helpful to remember these words, 
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“Keep Little things little,” when prob- 
lems begin to assail me. We are so 
given to inflating our current trials. 
A thing will look ominoss today-but 
tomorro~w’s slun may d’iswlve the black 
fog. So, I often say to myself: “Keep 
little things little.” Again, when I 
bump into a series of incidents that 
really give me cause for worry, I say, 
L’This too wzlll pass !” Again, there are 
certain cases when I catch myself in 
Egm& with the r;Xy;t; ,,‘Never com- 

. never In ohher 
word: if you have to dake a sock on 
the jkw meet it half way, 
though i’t hurts; and once you zt 
line a course of action that strikes 
you as being the solution of your ills, 
don’t wear yourself out explaining. 
Do it as though you Ibelieved it was 
&he precise thing ‘to do, for once we 
begin explaining ourselves, we find 
littl,e time for anything else. Again, 
whenever posn~?ble, try to be the mas- 
ter of your financial affairs. In 
other words’, the old adage,,, “Don’t 
s,pend more than you take in, makes 
for good mental health as well as 
good busines8s. And that’s about all 
I can think of. 

Now let’s turn to The Cl~v~lmd 
Alcademy of Medi’cine’s bulletin, which 
contained a winning set of rules for 
mental health. The institution st,aged 
a contest. for Lhe lx&, 10 rules of 
mental health, and the winning set 
follows : 

1. Have a hobby; acquire pur- 
suits which absorb your interests. 
Sports and “nature” are best. 

2. Develop a ghlloeophy; adapt 
yourself tn so&? and sDirltna1 m,r- 
roundings. 

3. Share your thoughts; cultivate 
companionship in thought and in 
feeling. Cnnfide, cnnfe?as, mnanlt. 

4. Face your fears: analyze them; 
daylight dismisses ghosts. 

5. Balance fantasy with fact: 
dream, but also do: wish, but build; 
imagine, but ever face reality. 

6. Beware of alluring escapes: al- 
cohols, opiates and barbitals (byp- 
notic. habit-forming drupa) mw 
prove faithless friends. 

7. Exercise: walk, swim, golf; 
muscles need activity. 

8. Love, but love wisely: sex is 
a flame which, uncontrolled, may 
scorch: properly guided, it will light 
the torch to eternity. 

9. Don’t become engulfed in a 
whirlpool of worries: call early for 
help. The doctor is ready for your 
p?scue. 

10. Trust in Time; be patient 
and hopeful; Time is a great ther- 
npiat. 

4 4 4 4 4 4 
Is there any good source of vitamin Is there any good source of vitamin 
C without having to buy expensive C without having to buy expensive 
oranges? oranges? 

Tomato juice costs less and is just Tomato juice costs less and is just 
as good. 

4 4 4 
Are taxis sate? 

Surprisingly so. The best record I 
know of is that of Chicago’s Yellow 
Cab Co., which earrid 63,000 000 
fares during the last four years &th- 
out a single fatal accident. The cabs 
traveled abou&16~000$0~0 miles. 

Is the correct spelling of the new strike 
technique “sitdown” or “‘silt down”? 

The correct welling, alecording to 
the Commithee for Industrial Organ- 
ization is ?&down.” Also “stay-in.” 

An&e&g another cor;espondent 
the source 04’ t.hn sit-dnwn is hard td 
trace, but there mwy be s80mething to 
the theory thait it’s descended from 
t.he old “slow-motion” strike used 
now and then in coal minels. A miner, 
according to the C.I.O.. “would load 
the coal, very carefully and very 
slowly. Another would rem’ove the 
dirt and rocks, and in slo d’oinlg re- 
move most of the coal. Sometimes it 
would take a whole d,ay to load one 
small car.” 

. 

4 4 4 
What do you think of the way people 
spell the same name so many different 
ways? 

I don’t think much of it, but I don’t 
know what to do in the way of a 
remedy. Look wha#t little Katv does 
when Evhe gets wound up: Katherine, 
Katharine, Catherine. Catharine. 
Kathrvn, Cathrine, Cathryn, and 
Kathrine. This is one of thaw things 
YOU just have to put uln with. 

4 4 4 
Which birds are unable to fly? 

Ostriches. the New Zealand kiwis, 
the Australian cassowaries and emus, 
and wenruins. - - 

4 4 4 
Why is the Rev. Gerald B. Winrod 
called the “Jayhawk Nazi”? 

Kansas, of course, is the Jayhawk 
Rate. arid Winrod’s headquarters are 
in Wichita, Kansas. That makes him 
a Jayhawker. In addition, he’s a 
Nazi, accordine to clear proofs pre- 
sented by L. M. Birkhead. o’f Hansfas 
Semitism in Germany and .diqcovered 
that Winrod is an agent of Julius 
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Streich,er, the world’s mos,t notoriou: 
JewGbaliter. This Winrod swine il 
one of the worst hate-mongers in thq 
country. I f  he could have his way 
he would establish in this country thl 
horrors of the Hitler-Goe’bbels 
Streicher gangter;regpe. 

My little son is given to sucking hi 
thumb. What shall I do? 

Perhaps you’d better explain to hin 
that if he doesn’t stop he may never 
be a suocessful hitch-hiker. 

Every now and then I read that some 
one or other has been chosen cbampior 
liar. Can you give me a sample or twc 
of their whouaers? 

Here are a‘ pair of whoppers tha. 
are supposed to be very good, bui 
frankly I don’t care for that fern 
of humor. I’ve heard lots of the&t 
suppos’edly funny lies, and I’m stil 
to bust out with even a faint snicker 
But, th.erejs’ tie tellin,g ;. some readers 
may like t.his sort of thmg: 

WHOPPER NO. 1 
Out on the old family farm in 

Kansas, I had the most harrowing 
experience of my life. We had just 
finished planting the corn crop when 
an exceptional rain storm- came 
along. It rained for a week! When 
it stopped and we ventured out we 
discovered that the corn was grow- 
ing soThit t,h,aly fco;uld 
UP. 

see it. go 
immedrate 

shucking so that the corn would not 
grow out of reach. 

I was working so feveri,shly at 
this task that my overalls caught on 
an ear of corn, and before I could 
get loose I was hoisted off, ‘way 
off the ground. Well, I screamed 
and hollered until one of the hands 
heard me. Everyone stopped work 
and set about chopping down the 
stalk. This job took three weeks. 
And to keep me from starving 
called for an ingenious scheme. My 
father shot biscuits to me out of a 
cannon. 

WHOPPER NO. 2 
I was a youngster vacationing in 

the Sierras with my grandfather. 
One dav while he sat on the door- 
step of his cabin, idly blowing 
smoke-rings, I was playing near 
some bushes. Sud~denly, a big grizzly 
aoaeared and knocked me sorawling. 
He was standing over my pro- 
strate form, paws and jaws ready 
for business. 

Old Granddad was a fast thinker 
and straight shooter. But he didn’t 
have time to reach for his gun. 
go he just blew a ten-inch smoke- 

ring right over the bear’s sno,ut. It 
jammed there and held his jaws 
shut. I scrambled to safety while 
the bear was endeavoring to claw 
the smoke-rine loose. 

*- * * 
Is it true that certain oranges are 
treated with ethylene gas? If so, why? 

Thos’e green-‘colored oranges that 
used. to be a drug on the market are 
sold everywhere, but they aren’t green 
an’y longer. Spraying them with 
ethylene gas changes their color to 
the mu,ch-wought orange hlie. There’s 
no #efvidence that the treat.ment does 
any damage, except that one buys an 
article he’d be more inclined to reject 
if he knew what it really was like. 
And he pays enough to be entitled to 
good, properly ripenesd fruit. I tell 
you the consumer is t,reated like an 
eternal sucker by these tricksters. 
The consumer, as usual, takes it 
wh’ere it hurts without so much as a 
whimper. 

The official Nazi press is giving a great 
deal of space to a document which is 
supposed to prove that Benjamin 
Franklin wa,s an anti-Semite and urged 
a constitutional ban on Jews. Please 
comment. 

I gave considera?& allention to 
this fabrication atbout two years a,go, 
at which t&e I sho,wed that the whole 
business wa,s a crude forgery. Dr. 
Charl,es A. Beard, our greatest his- 
torian, investigated the literature 
and ‘branded it a canard, but the 
American Hi&rites, o,f the type d 
the Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, went right 
m using t.he despicable stuff. Now 
the lie has traveled to Germany, 
where the Nazis pounced on it with 
shouts of glee. I see that the Franklin 
lie has been growing rapidly during 
the past few yesrs.,. When first dis- 
bributed, the quotation consisted of a 
few short slentences, but now the 
lrazen libel has been a’ddted to until 
t fills about a half colu’mn of space. 
The lie gro,ws, but the truth which 
exposes the lie lanquishe,s. The Nazis 
mow this sim’ple fact? which explain,s 
Nhy they are never dmcouraged when 
L truth-seeker expos’es their lying 
iterature. They merely shrug their 
lhouldera and order now printings of 
(he fabrications. 

According to the Nazis, Franklin is 
luppos8ed to have appeared before the 
imerifcan Congresjs, in 1789, short- 
y  before his death, and delivered a 
riolent attack on the Jews, bran&g 
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them as destroyers. mercenaries, 
cheats, exploiters, -gra?ters and vami 

Franklin is ‘supposed to have 
%%ed t,his attack with the advice 
that the Constitution provide for the 
exclusion of all Jews lest “within 200 
years they will stream into this coun- 
try in such num!bers that they will 
rule and destroy us and change our 
form of eovcrrumcnt for which we 
kmericans- shed our blood and Bacri- 
ficed life. property and personal free- 
dom.” He is also supposed to have 
warned his hearers that if “the Jews 
are not excluded, in less than 200 
years our children will be working in 
the fields to feed the Jews while they 
r,efmain in the counting houses glee- 
fully rubbing their hands.” 

Of course, the whole thing is B 
rank fake. The Franklin statement 
is svpposed to have (been found in a 
diary or journal kelppt by Charles 
Pinokney at the Philadelphia CIWIVMI- 
tion, but scholars point out that 
Pinokney never kapt such a journal, 
Done is in existence, and the sentences 
credited to his journal are forgeries 
that are as palpably false as the dis- 
credited Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion. 

As one authority expreslsesd it, the 
Franklin statement, itself, “is in- 
congruous inasmuch as one of Dr. 
Franklin’s chief characteristics was 
his love of liberty.” These obvious 
lies are useful to the Nazi type of 
mind and therefore remain in circu- 
lation, despite the demonstrable fact 
that they are manufa’ctured only for 
hate-provoking*puf*posee 

Do you know anything about the re- 
ligious beliefs of Charles P. Steinmet% 
the electrical wizard? 

Steinmetz, all his, Me, was an Athe- 
ist. He never missed a chance to ex- 
pose the aesu?ptiFs if religion. 

Who are the real owners of the gold in 
the U.S. treasury? 

The gold in the U.S. treasury be- 
longs to the U.S. govcmmcnt. 

4 i 4 
How would you define a hillbilly singer7 

A hillbilly s,inger warbles through 
his nose by ear. 

4 4 4 
Doesn’t it haunt all writers that every 
thing has been said and done before2 

It doesn’t bother me in the slight- 
est, because I knlow things are hap 
pening right along that are important 

enough to be commented on, even 
though sorn’e of the things happened 
befvre in hi&ory. There have hen 
tyrants and dictators before, but 
that doesn’t alter the fact that Hit- 
ler and Mussolini are world forces 
that must be reckoned with today. 
To me, writing isn’t a game but -a 
wmeapon with which to fight. So, when 
C see sadiatic ,brutes like ithe two mass- 
murderers just mentioned or other 
savages who would arouse racial hat- 
reds in an attempt to encourage per- 
secutions of minorities, I fight back 
with the best. malchine gun I know of 
-my typewriter. Of course, words 
will never stop a Fascist degenerate, 
but words can be used to warn others 
still fne’e from fallinlg into their 
:lutehee. Such issues-and I could 
list dozens-make writing worth the 
bothser. These horrors have happened 
before, but we who believe in the pals- 
sibility of a truly civilized no&l or- 
ier don’t surrender to a defeatist at- 
titude. We knomw the struggle is long 
and hard, but it’s worth the effort. 

And, while I’m at it, let me insist 
that I don% believe that “everything 
has been said and done before.” 
That% an idea that is held only by 
those who have a superficial grasp of 
the history of man’s thought and ac- 
tivity. Every year things are done 
and said that were never done or said 
before. When Sir Isaac Newton work- 
ed out his theory of gravitation, he 
was on new ground. The same goes for 
Einstein when he gave the world the 
jet of ideas that goes by the name of 
Relativity. Our scholars are exploring 
new ground every rlay. As for OUT 
ioers, when we got the products of 
the minds of our great discoverers, 
inventors, scientists, chemists. etc.. we 
became the heirs of new po&essions. 
Need I give a long list? Look at 
Madame Curie’s radium Edison’s 
talking machine, moviag pictures, the 
electric light, and a hundred other 
great and useful discoveries. Look 
a’t the radio, televis’ion, sewing ma- 
chines. electric refriperators. motor 
cars, &d so on down ihe line.’ Today, 
hundreds of cruiet, mod’est scientists 
are eat wnrk in great laboratories try- 
ing to break down the atom in an at- 
tempt to use the polwer that holds to- 
qether the atom, as a new servant of 
:ndustrial man. It may take a cen- 
tury to win that, great battle, but 
when the victory is achieved human- 

.- 
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ity will ‘be on new ground. The les 
son of civilization ia that everything 
hasn’t been s$d Td;one bePurse. 

Does the U.S. have t,he biggest divorce 
rate? 

No. Japan co’mes, first. The U.S. is 
second. 

4 4 4 
How much shoe leather does the aver. 
age person wear out in a year? 

So’me one has figured that a person 
normally grinds into dust a pound 
of shot lcathcr per year. As it’s 
estimated that 300,000,000 people in 
the world wear shoes made of leather 
-the figure looks rather small to me 
-the amount of leather ground into 
waste weighs about 300,000,000 
pounds. 

4 * 4 
How much waste is there through wear 
and tear on the world’s gold and silver 
coins? 

An estimate 1% ~ccn on this point 
claims a ton of gold and 85 tons of 
silver are worn off the coins per year. 

4 4 4 
What is the average selling price of 
radio’s in the U.S., and how many ma- 
chines did we produce last year? 

During 1936 we produced about 
8,825,OOO radios, which were sold at 
an average pr? $ $7. 

How much business ~OCR n mnil order 
catalogue produce, compared to the 
catalogue’s cost? 

Hardly any two mail order concerns 
show the same proportion of sales to 
catalo,gue costs. One successful, large 
mail order house says that each $100 
it put,% into its catalogue will bring 
ba#ck $1,000 in sales, which strikes me 
as an extremely high ratio. 

4 4 4 
Must a blanket be heavy in order to 
be warm? 

This is a popular notion that lacks 
factual support. It isn’t the quantity 
of wool that counts (but the way the 
blanket is nappe’d. 

4 4 4 
H. E. Moore, Newton Center, Mass., 

wants Freeman readers to know that 
he paid considerable sums to the A. 0. 
Leonard Corporation, 70 Fifth Ave., New 
York City. and The Way Company, 
Detroit, Mich., for their treatments for 
deafness and now is compelled to call 
himself “a victim.” Freeman readers are 
warned against advertising companies 
which sell gadgets to deaf persons. They 
should invariably go to an eye, ear and 
nose doctor-a speclaliist-who will be 

able to serve them scientifically. If a 
regular doctor can’t help you it’s pretty 
certain these mail or&r conccrna won’t 
be able to do you any good. Besides, 
it’s impossible to treat physical ailments 
by mail. The physician must be able 
to deal directly with the affected parts, 
instead of depending on written reports 
from persons who are attempting self- 
diagnosis, which, of course, is practical- 

impossible achievement 
&men. Go to lf regular M.D. sizz: 
Ist, and you’ll be better off-financial- 
ly and physica:y. 

4 4 
“Let me add* my best wishes to the 

long list of others who praise The 
American Freeman. For sustained vari- 
ety, honesty and calling them as you see 
them, this publication has no equal, 
and I read a great number of publica- 
+I;: each month.“-Frank Levine, Lynn, 

4 $4 + 
Editor, The American zeeman: 

No man suffered more from prejudiced 
minds against the promulgation of new 
[deas than Thomas Paine and his obser- 
vation on the nature of prejudice is 
made illuminating by the following quo- 
tation: 

“There is something exceedingly 
curious in the constitution and oper- 
ation of prejudice. It has the singu- 
lar ability of arcnmmndnting itself 
to all the possible varieties of the 
human mind. Some passions and 
vices are but thinly scattered among 
mankind. and find only here and 
there a fitness of reception. But 
prejudice, like the spider, makes 
every place its home. It has neither 
taste nor choice of situation, and 
alLet$” it requires is room. Every- 

except in fire or water, a 
spider’ will live. So, let the mind 
be as n;&;d as the walls of an 
empty forsaken tenement, 
gloomy as a dungeon, or ornamented 
with the richest abilities of think- 
in 
3 

let it be hot. cold. dark or 
1Jg t, lonely or inhabited, &ill prej- 
udice, if undisturbed. will fill it with 
cobwebs, and live, like the spider, 
where there seems nothing to live 
on. If the one prepares her food 
by poisoning it to her palate and 
her use, the other does the same; 
anmd as several of our passions are 
strongly characterized by the an- 
imal world, prejudice may be de- 
nominated the spider of the mind.” 
Eaualls aertinent and ~qunlly true is 

he quotation in regard to racial and 
,ellgious prejudice, and with the elimi- 
ration of prejudice against new ideas, 
he eradication of racial and religious 
lrejudice from the minds of men should 
quickly follow. This quotation should 
Je published in our school books and 
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impressed upon the mind of every child; 
religious institutions should make it a 
motto and many a home ahould have it 
carved above its entrance. 

As Thomas Paine rarely made an 
analysis of a thing he sought to destroy 
without likewise proposing a beneficial 
exchange, the following observation as 
an antidote is appropriately quoted: 

“Letters, the tongue of the world, 
have in some measure brought all 

the partisan of no country, bat the 
beneficent patroness of all, has lib- 
erally opened a temple where 011 
may meet. Her influence on the 
mind, like the sun on the chilled 
earth, has long been preparing it 
for higher cultivation and further 
improvement. The philosopher of 

mankind acquainted, and by an ex- 
tension of their uses are every day 
promoting some new friendship. 
Through them distant naLiuna be- 
come capable of conversation, and 
losing by degrees the awkwardness 
of strangers, and the moroseness of 
suspicion, they learn to know and 
understand each other. 

ScieF 
ers of America. 

9 

one country sees not an enemy 
in the philosopher of another: he 
takes hie seat in the temple of sci- 
ence, and asks not who sit,s be- 
side him.” 
Thomas Paine was great in more ways 

~ban one, but none of his accomplish- 
ments exceed those of his efforts to help 
man to live in peace and understanding 
with his fellow-man. 
JOSEPH LEWIS, President, Freethink- 

Editor, The American Freeman: 
When I was about 10 years old my teacher, who was a mathematician, taught 

me how to make an abbreviated multiplication. I am now 68 years old and 
have never met one person acquainted with the manner of proceeding. 

It has occurred to me that some of your readers who are fond of figures and 
problems would be interested in it. 

No matter how many figures are contained in the multiplicand or in the 
multiplier, the procedure is the same. 

Let us assume that 5678 
is multiplied by 1234 

The product will be 7006652 
This 1s how It is done: 

4x8 . . . . . . . . . . equals 32, write down 2 
and carry 3) plus 4x7 plus 3x8 . . . . . . equals.55, write down 6 
and carry 5) plus 4x6 plus 3x7 plus 2x8 . . . equals 66. write down 6 
and carry 6) plus 4x5 plus 3x6 plus 2x7 plus 1x8 equals 66, write down 6 
and carry 6) . . . plus 3x5 plus 2x6 plus 1x7 equals 40, write down 0 
and carry 4) plus 2x5 plus 1x6 equals 20, write down 0 
and carry 2) .’ .’ . . .’ .* .’ . . . . plus 1x5 equals 7, write down 7 

Suppose now that 70983 
is multiplied by 124 

The product will be 8801892 
4x3 . . . . . . . . . . equals 12, write down 2 

and carry 1) plus 4x8 plus 2x3 . . . . . . equals 39, write down 9 
and carry 3) plus 4x9 plus 2x8 plus 1x3 . . . equals 58, write down 8 
and carry 5) plus 4x0 plus 2x9 plus 1x8 . . . equals 31, write down 1 
and carry 3) plus 4x7 plus 2x0 plus 1x9 . . . equals 40, write down 0 
and carry 4) plus 2x7 plus 1x0 . . . equals 18, write down 8 
and carry 1) plus 1x7 . . . equals S? write down 8 

WILpAM$ALB? U.S. Commissroner, Puerto Rico. 

What is the state of American public opinion in the matter of legaliaed prosti- 
tution an the best way to curb venereal diseases? 

Fortune’s quarterly mrvey, January, 1937, questioned a certain num- 
ber of ueoule in the US. and found that five-eighths favor legalized. con- 
trolled pro&itution as a measure of 

Total 

Es 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.5% 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30.9 

Don’t know . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.6 

pwblic health; The answers: . 
Sex Age 

Men Women Under 40 Over 40 
52.7% 
32.8 

‘g% f$.i% g.i% 

14.5 22:s 1716 19:li 
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“A B C Library of Living Knowledge,’ 

Joseph McCabe’s latest work, 43. 
Aberhart, William, comment on, 80. 
Acupuncture, a description of, 62. 
Advertisers, do th,ey dictate the con 

tents of newspapers, 12. 
Agarand, 3. A., ~c.rne~ to, defame of the 

Ilower animals, 16. 
Aged persons, is their number increas 

ing, 60. 
Number of in the U.S., 70. 

Aguinaldo, Emilio, bran,desd the Cath. 
olic priesthood as robbers, 107, 108, 

“Air Commerce Bulletin,” reports or 
progress of aviation in Alaska, 82 

Alaska, wha,! is its biggest industry, 69 
Vt-tto; oigrts gold and silver produe 

Progriss ‘of aviation in, 83. 
Alexandrian Library, its story not com- 

pletely told in Encyclopedia Britan 
nica, 14, 16. 

American Communism, is represented 
by a bunch of lunkheads, 46. 

American Federation of Labor, insists 
on retaining craft unionism, 101 
102. 

Did not take advantage of its oppor- 
tunilties, 101, 102. 

“American Freeman,” its readers were 
given an early npnnrtnnity to study 
the New Soviet Constitution, 7. 

Its readers invited to exchange infor- 
mation on trade praatiees, 10. 

How its oirculation could be increased 
43. 

Some of its re’aders protest againsl 
a,dvertisements of rubber goods, 60 

Rhmld it rlin~continue its nuzzles, 86 
Goes to the White House, 90. . 
C;;t s;;~ as basis for publm for 

How ANany’ of its readers are women 
102. 

A typographical error crept into ita 
chaste columns, 103. 

American Institute of Public Opinion 
result of its poll on venereal dis 
ease question, 49. 

Result of iits poll on question oi 
euthanasia. 76. 

American labor, is determined to pro. 
tect its right to strike, 106. 

Knows that Coughlin seeks to betras 
it. 106. 

“American Magazine,” published article 
on mlatrimoni,al cliulm, 73. 

Amerkan Medical Association, refusei 
to aptprove Citrooarbonate, 71. 

Americans, hold liberal ideas on prob. 

lems of marriage and d,ivorce, 11. 
Relfuse to buy poetry, 42. 
Are they beooming less prudish about 

sex mattebs, 4Y. 
Majority sought exemption from 

World-War draft, 68. 
Do they still believe the U.S. is a 

land of opportunity, 68, 69. 
How many brush their teeth, 69. 
Favor the lo~yalii~sts in Spain’s civil 

war, 89, 90. 
Bave a right to tell oth,er peoples hjow 

they will not be governed, 90, 91. 
How much do they spend for gro- 

ceries. 100. 
Do they favor legalized prostitution 

as a method of curbing venereal 
diseases, 113. 

Q.S.C., what &es it stand for, 6. 
imerican TeleyhuIle and Telegraph 

Company, its financial statement il- 
lustr,ates trend toward another de- 
pression, 93, 94. 

American women, how many of them 
know how to sew, 75. 

4mes, Mrs. Jessie Daniel, calls econom- 
ic greed th,e cause of most lynoh- 
ings, 87. 

4ncient society, its economic system 
was blased on chattel slavery, 63. 

Did not have the aroblem of unern- 
p1oyment, 63, 64. - 

4nti-Semitism, what iis th.e most effec- 
tive way of comb.ating it, 76, 77. 

Is it caus,ed b-v the Jews’ refusal to 
mix with other peoples, 91, 92. 

ippel, Dr. Cherl, finds that practice of 
comntraception does nlot oause steril- 
ity, 60. 

‘Arehiv fur Elcctrotcchnik,” rejects con- 
tribu’tions from non-Aryans, 90. 

4rkansas, its reactionarie,s welcomed at- 
tack of Liberts on Commonwealth 
Collcgc, 6. - 

‘Around the Corner,” text of, 103. 
hspirin, facts ab’out it, 99. 

H7g a toxic effect on some persons, 

hssociated Press, a description of, 84. 
Qstroloas, doesn’t contain an ounce of 

truth, 105. 
An illujstration of the falseness of its 

premises, 105. 
Pudin, Pierre, calls the Freeman a gold 

mine of information, 49. 
Butomobile tires, relative merits of 12 

brands, 10, 11. 
Average person, amount of food con- 

sumed by in a lifetime, 36. 
Aviation, progress of in Aluska, 83. 
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Ayres, Colonel Leonard, comments on 
industrial unionism, 92, 93. 

Baer, “Bugs” an eis,timnt.e of, 
Bahaism, an’ estimate of, 103. 

94. 

Baker, Dr. Ames, gave intelligence tests 
‘to convicts and guards, 96. 

Baker Cancer Cure, is worse than use- 
less, 62. 

Baker, Norman, is a dangerous quack, 
62. 

Has no ntanrling in science, 62. 
Sued The Journal of the American 

Medical Association, 62, 63. 
His bro#adeasting license was revoked, 

63. 
Has frequently been in trouble with 

the law, 63. 
Has had a checkered career, 63. 
Has po msedioal b,ackground, 63. 
A summary of his career, 63. 
Claimed that he h,ad “oonquered can- 

cer,” 64. 
An exposure of his “cures,” 64, 65. 
Used te~stimonialls of patients who had 

died of cancer, 64, 65. 
His five ‘“test cases” all died of can- 

cer, 
Whv i 

65. 
is he nermitted to broadcast from 

Mkx :ico,~ &l. 
Banking, :. is not dominated by Jews, 20. 
Baptism, problems of, 96. - 
Barber, how many motions does he 

make in giving a haircut. and shave, 
86. 

Barker, Dr. Creighton, assertrs that 
George Washington died of septic 
soze thro’at, 37.- 

Barret, Laurence, praises work of JOS. 
M’cCabe, 46. 

Baseball. facts about its business side, 
86. ’ 

Bastian, Homer C., advocates building 
during winter months, 8, 9. 

Baylor University, what is its standing 
in the medical world, 60. 

Beals. Carlton, wrote Fire in the Andes, 
107. 

Beard, Dr. Charles A., exposed falisity 
of claim that Franklin was anti- 
Semite, 110. 

Bees, what are they, 84. 
“Behind the Spanish Barricades,” is an 

hones#t and candid account, 25. 
Benes, Eduard, states democratic phi- 

losophy of Czechoslovakia, 23. 
Best sellers, do not dominate the book 

trade, 83, 84. 

Cardenas, President Lazaro, did the de- 
cent, thing by offering Tro#tsky asy- 
lum, 26. 

B$ble salesmanship, facts about it, 69. Is a man of high character, 87. 
“Billboard,” is official organ of the Carnival people, translate their speech 

pitchmen, 83. illto pig-Latin, 63. 
Communioate by an elab,orate system 

of signals, 83. 
Birth control, how olld is it, 46. 

Does it, lead to sterility, 50. 
“Blackguard, ” how the term originated, 

Xl. x2. 
Black’ Legion, were only lynohem to 

receive punishment in 1936, 84. 
“Blackmail.” how the term originated, 

81, 82: 
Blan$eF,, yf;” they be heavy bo be 

, * 

Bliven, Bruce, gives facts absout press 
censorship, 12. 

Arn~nna Rom,an Catholic Church of 
seeking a ret.urn to the Dark Ages, 
108. 

Blood-letting, was an orthodox treat- 
ment, in Washington’s time, 39. 

“Bluestocking,” h,ow it got its present 
connoltatartion, 82. 

Books, are they usually too long, 8. 
Book-selling, deco it rcot mainly on beet 

sellers,-83, 84. 
Bragging, is it ever permissible, 76, 76. 
“Bravo,” has a feminine form, 81. 
Breeden, F. A., enjoys The American 

Freeman, 47. 
British Parliament, had a right, to, dic- 

tate regarding fuAure Queen, 9. 
Brown, Robert Carlton, established 

Mulseum of Social Change, 59. 
Is a versatile writer, 59. 

Buchanan, Harry, is writing The En- 
cyclopedsa of the Amusement World, 
82. 

Gi;;s 8ramples of picturesque slang, 

Build&, * should it be carried on in 
winter months, 8. 

Business recovery, extent of in the U.S., 
72. 7% 

But&&,-.various ways in which they 
oheat the public, 9, 10. 

“But Riley Came Home,” a tragic verse, “C 
‘IO. 

Campana Sales Co., asserts it is the vic- 
tdm of a “Communist plot,” 32. 

Canada, its nationlal debt compared to 
that of the U.S., 69. 

Would it stay neutral if the British 
Empire were at war, 60. 

Canadian Mounted Police, how they dif- 
fer from Hitler, 75. 

Cancer, is not, curable in advanced 
stages, 51. 

Comprises a great grolup of diseases, 
51. 

Its oause is not known to science, 62. 
“Can These Things Be?” sh’ows allisnce 

b’etween prieslthood and Fascists, 
107. 

CapltalI,sm, is based on wage labor, 63. 
Ineviitsbly leads to milht&ism and 

imperialfism, 54. 

Cathcart, Professor E. P., wrote vetise on 
direaliun, 103. 

Catholic hierarchy, represent criticism 
of their activities as “bigoted,” 16. 

Catholics, number of in New York City,, 

“Cat?& scholarship,” is a myth, 6. 
Cats, number of in New York City, ‘76. 
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Cell, reason for its division unknowr 
to soienoe. 61. 

Censorshia, now- affects largest part oj 
worl;d’s population, 12. 

Chaddock, Dr. Robert E., gives figuret 
on number of aged pers,ons in the 
U.S.. 70. 

Charlton, MelvHle, praises The Ameri, 
can Freeman’s treatment of thf 
Negro question, 79, 80. 

Ches;,;lsay;s, were persecuted by the 

Child Labor Amendment, is being foughl 
by ,big industrialiists and by the 
Catholic Cb.urch, 86. 

Would not deprive parents of control 
of children, 93. 

Children, are alb entitled to an equa: 
opportunity, 12. 

China, is beginning to adopt westerr 
medical practices, 62. 

Chinese doctors, are .they plaid. only aE 
p2ng as the patlent remams well 

We& not allowed to examine their 
women patients, 62. 

Use dan,gerous methods, 62. 
Church, cannot tolerate the free play 

of thought, 19. 
Is it controlled by financial interests 

Citrizarbonate fa’cts albout it 71 
Civilization, what are the faciors’ which 

make for its fullest development, 
29. 

Clarke, R. D., expllains why waiter re- 
moves menu card, 28. 

Clendening, Dr. Logan, gives interesting 
facts about Chinese medicine, 62. 

Cleveland Academy of Medicine, its 
prize-winning rulies for mental 
health, 109. 

Collection letter, 94, 96. 
Collemgaeilde;F can one be secured by 

. . 
Colleges,’ are they returning to religion, 

96, 96. 
Columbta Broadcasting Company, did it 

offer to exchange a talk by Rabbi 
Wise for one by Hitlsr, 43. 

Comfort, should be para,mmount consid- 
eration in buying ehu’es, 4, 6. 

C.I.O., an outline of its purposes and 
accomplishments, 102. 

Committee of l,OOO,OOO, is fascistic in 
purpo%.e, 90. 

Common materials, weights of, 9. 
Commonwealth College, its bulletin ex- 

posed mendacity of Liberty’s writ- 
er, 6. 

Does it foster free love and Commun- 
ism, 7. 

“Commonwealth College Fortnightly,” 
answ,ered Liberty’s attack, 6. 

ComumnU,m~~s strong only in the Soviet 

Compulso& health insurance, oan it be 
operated at a profit, 68. 

Concentration of capital, is a feature 
of modern so&&y, 64. 

Consumers, have always been consider- 
ed legitimate prey, 10. 

“Consumers Dieest.” mentions only 
recommended articles, 106. 

Consumers Research, an estimate of, 

Cons%ers Union, an estimate of, 106. 
Convicts, how do they compare with 

their guards in intelligence, 96. 
Coolidge, Calvin, was he sirmere in “not 

choosing to run,” 68. 
Cooperatives, where courses in manage- 

ment of are offered, 37. 
Cost of living, is it due to advance, 43. 
Cottnm, R. V., praioco th.c Frcemnn’s 

fight against social injustice, 46. 
Zoughlin, Father Charles E., his, article 

attacking anti-Semitism is not sin- 
cere, 19, 20. 

Makes malicious attack on “Jewish 
b,ankers,” 20. 

Why he returned to the air, 24. 
Has proved himself a liar, 24. 
How h.e differs from Mussolini, 67, 68. 
Opposes “needle&’ strikes, 105. 
Gives suatnort to Fascist labor aoli- 

&es, l&C, 106. 
Seeks to introduce ide’as of Hitler and 

Mussolini in the U.S., 106. 
Advises labor to turn to the Consti- 

tution, 106. 
:raft unionism, why it has support of 

big industrialists, 92, 93. 
:ramp, Arthur J., has made a thorough 

sltudy of NOl%SOl Baker’s enter- 
prises, 63. 

Exposes Baker’s “test cases,” 65. 
2rime is it seasonal, 94. 

Statfistics of 95. 
:ritical snirit,’ is it dead in the Soviet 

Union, 30: 
?ynanche trachealis, did it kill George 

Washington, 38. 
Czechoslovakia, is slated to become “the 

next Spain,” 22. 
Wtill it hold to its democratic ideals, 

9‘2 _ I .  

Will make supreme sacrifice rather 
than su#bmit to Hitler, 23. 

MNay fa,ce a German-inspired revolt, 
24. 

Daily Worker,” conductls campaign on 
behalf of condemned boy murder- 
ers, 24. 

Is still pretty awful, 44, 45. 
dandruff, what is the best way to cure 

it, 98. 
deafness, should be treated only by 

liccnoad physicians, 112. 
Ieath, can it be induced by will power, 

103. 
Deck of cards, how many combinations 

car, be nladc Pronl, 75. 
beere, John, made the first all-steel 

plow, 70. 
lel Vayo, J. A., explains background of 

Madrid government, 65. 
Deniets that the Madrid government 

is communistic, 66. 
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Predicts a democratic republic ir 
Spain, 56. 

Tells of Catholic intrigues in Spain 
56. 57. . , _ 

Democracy vs. dictatorship, is para- 
mount issue, 24. 

Diamonds. Mark Twain’s advice reaard- 
ing, iO2. 

Dictators, world would be better off had 
they ~PVPP been born, 67. 

Dietrich, Marlene, played in The Gar- 
den of Allah, 66. 

Dinner conversation, how to promote it, 

Dion:e quintuplets are being indloc- 
trinated with Catholic superstition, 
11. 

Divorce, is a social, not a rehgious, ques- 
tion, 11. 

Divorce rate, which country has the 
highest, 112. 

Doa. tribute to by Senator Vest, 77, 78. 
“Don Carlos ” gave Germans a chance 

polindulie in political applause, 100, 

“Don Quixote” quotation from. 67. 
Douglas shoe,’ compared with Regal, 61. 
Drugs, affect different individualk in 

different ways, 16. 
Duranty, Walter, praises the New Soviet 

C,onstitution, 31. 
Eastman, Max, calls attention to Comm- 

munist defense of Soviet criminal 
code, 26. 

Wrote Enjoyment of Laughter, 95. 
Eccentricity, an example of, 82. 
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diotate on social questions, il. 
Economic crises, ‘are inevitable under 

Capitaliist system, 93, 94. 
Economic royalists, are united against 

plan to reform the Supreme Court, 
86. 

Why have they become sol,icitous 
about the A.F. of L., 92, 93. 

Eggs, which color is best, 61. 
Why some are brown, 61. 
Can their sex be controlled, 103. 

Electric shavers, an estimate of, 36, 37. 
Electric sign business, facts about it, 69. 
Elkin, S., corrects error about Galileo, 

46. 
Employers, endanger their property 

when they attempt to break a stay- 
in strike, 21, 22. 

“Encyclopedia Britannica,” a criticism 
of, 14, 16. 

Gi;esnedis$rted picture of Thomas 
. . 

Does not state that Christians burn- 
ed th.e Alexandrian Librlary, 14, 16. 

Trea,ts everything from the Rritish 
point of view, 15. 

Sof$-pedals the truth aboust religion, 

English, should it be the only language 
permitted in the U.S., 44. 

Euthanasia, what is the oublic attitude 
toward it, 76. - 

Ewing, Dr. James, comments on chances 

for cancer cure, 51. 
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od of multiplication, 113. 
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sion of non-Aryan conttributors by 
German scientific journals, 90. 

Falling body, speed of, 34. 
False teeth, should they be ordered by 

mail, 94. 
Famous Americans, sobriquets of, 74, 
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Fare, how to colleot it diplcmatioally, 

82. 
Farmer., why they Arst opposed metal 

plows, 70. 
Fascism, is making headway in Latin 

America, 4. 
What are its chances in Great Britain, 

9. 
Is a menace in the U.S., 90. 
Always outlaws strikes, 106. 
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Joe Louis, 76. 

Fatigue, what part does it play in motor 
ear accidents, 77. 

Feather, William, SdVOFSLt~~ ahnrtw 
books, 8. 

Federal antiLlynChing law, sh,ould re- 
ceive the suaaort of all enlightened 
citizens, 69.‘ - 

Federal Trade Commission. ordered shoe 
companies to discontinue use of 
word “Dr ” 6. 

Text of its’ order to Marmoln rnm- 
pany, 36. 

Has no jurisdiction over activities of 
Norman Baker, 102. 

Feuehtwanger, Lion, aives his impres- 
sions of Stalin, 88, 89. 

Comments on M~oscow, 89. 
‘.Fighting instinct,” is not known to psy- 

chology, 67. 
“Fire in the Andes,” quotation.from, 107. 
Fishbein, Dr. Morris, tells why savages 

don’t suffer from cancer, 37. 
Exposes Norman Baker as a quack, 

62, 63. 
Hsis enemies are a credit to him, 66. 
Is an opponent of state medicine, 66. 

“Five-dollar house,” how it differs from 
a “two-dollar h,ouse,” 73. 

Flea, is a better jumper than man, 61. 
Food prices, a comparison of between 

New York City and Berlin, 26. 
Football, facts about its business side, 

86. 
Ford, Henry, disclaims authorship of 

The Tntmrnntinnnl Jew, 41. 
Foreign volunteers, how many are fight- 

ing for the Madrid government, 67. 
“Fortune,” result of its survey of opin- 
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portunity, 69. 

Carried article describing the Asso- 
ciated Press, 84. 

Results of its survey of opinion on 
legalized prostitution, 113. 

France, its position in the event of a 
German attack on Czechoslovakia, 
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Franklin, Benjamin, did he seek to go 
aas-iinsit nature, 78. 

Was he an anti-Semite, 110, 111. 
Anti-Semitism was incompatible with 

his charscter and beliefs, 111. 
Free press, how it may be built in the 

U.S., 13. 
Its success depends on the morale of 

its readers, 13. 
Often shocks certain individuals, 13. 

Free speech, does not imply the right 
to commit libel, 32. 

Freethinkers, never persecute their op- 
nonents, 18, 19.. 

Fight a fair, clean battle, 19. 
Freethought, countries in which it is 

outlawed, 18. 
Is growing at a steady pace, 19. 
Definition of, 73. 
A ‘summary of its aims and purposes, 

73. 
Its best propaganda is found in the 

printed word, 93, 99. 
Galileo, why was he persecuted, 46. 

Did the Inquisition cut out his eyes, 

Garb607. Greta an estimate of 96 
Garedebing, alChinese prover-d on, 4. 
General Motors Corp., made tremendous 

concessions to labor, 64. 
Is financing Coughlin’s radio talks, 

106. 
George, Lloyd, his expIana#tion of anti- 

Semitism, 91. 
Georgetown University, how does it 

rank as an educational institution, 
6. 

Is not listed among first 60 U.S. edu- 
cational institutions. 6. 

Georgia, had worst lynching record in 
1936, 84. 

German concentration camps, how are 
their inmates treated, 97, 98. 

German-Japanese pact, is it aimed only 
against the Commtern, 46. 

German Jews, were not addicted to 
se~paratism, 91, 92. 

German people, find an outlet in politi- 
cal applause, 101, 

German press, accuses Czschoslovakia 
of being “an outpost of Bolshev- 
ism,” 23, 24. 

Germany, is preparing to crush Czecho- 
slovakia, 22. 

Has deplorable economic situation, 23. 
Its workers are on an appallingly in- 

sufficient diet, 26. 
The suffering of its people grows 

more intense, 26. 
Have its people been reduced to eat- 

ing dogs, 28. 
Falsely accused the Soviet Union of 

building airports in Czechoslovakia, 
41. 

Do its scientific journals exclude con- 
tributions from non-Aryans, 90. 

Its Nazi scientists are traitors to the 
spirit of free inquiry, 90. 

Has destroyed trade unions, 91. 
Its press givea a distorted picture of 

U.S. strike situation, 106. 
Gbde, Andre, is friendly, though critical, 

toward the Soviet Union, 29. 
Made a thorough study osf Soviet cul- 

ture, 29. 
Uoin&exn;s Soviet passion for conform- 

. . 
Ciha&es, thait intellectual life of the 

Soviet Union is terrorized, 30. 
H,is book on the Soviet Union has 

aroused a storm of controversy, 30. 
Gilbert Allen School of Undressing, 

teaches women how to undress in a 
provocative mtanner, 66. 

Gilbert, Emil U., suggests change in 
format of The American Freeman, 

Goel%ls, Dr sought American 
time’ for ‘hitler, 

radio 
43. 

Gold, amounts helid by the U.S. and the ’ 
Soviet Union, 92. 

Is a powerful weapon in war, 92. 
tiold and silver coins, how much metal 

is wolrn off them in a year, 112. 
Goldberg, Isaac, should write a book on 
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tioma y Tomas, CNardinal, calls war a r’e- 

tribultion for Spain’s sins, 86. 
Good Housekeeping Institute, is a plain 

racket, 28. 
Is julst a sch,eme to give prestige to 

advertisers, 28. 
Grammar, h’ow important is it, 31, 32. 
Grants Pass, Ore., a com&int by a 

resident of, 43, 44. 
Great Britain, does it still hold Chris- 

ian view of m’arriage, 11. 
What will it do if Germany attacks 

Czechoslovakima, 22. 
Its system of compul,slory health in- 

surance shows a profit, 68. 
Green, William, why he criticized John 

L. Lewis, 64, 66. 
Refused to take lead in organizing 

motors, s’teel, and gl@ss, 66. 
Slanders Lewis through Jealousy, 66. 
Be’trayed the workers, 66. 

Groceries,, amount spent for in the U. 
S. in 1936, 100. 

Gut~~o~ggBglble, was it the first printed 

Gutenbeh, johann, did he print the 
Gutenberg Bible, 60. 

Naldeman-Julius, E., funeralls and din- 
ner parties are his pet aversions, 
3. 

Has been preaching b’revity for a 
quarter of a century, 8. 

Admires the Dionne quintuplets, 12. 
Dis’cusses problems of a free press, 

13, 14. 
Explains why he sometimes criticizes 

Russia’s cultural life, 28, 29. 
States his views on litersry composi- 

tion, 31, 32. 
Sam,ples, of letters he receives, 33. 
Finds ‘amusement in his correspond- 

ence, 33. 
Finds Questions and Answers #a pleas- 

ant literary chore, 33. 
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ents, 34. 

Still clings to ssafety razor, 36. 
Offers his suggestions for the basis 

of a home librarv. 39. 40. 
Finds it impossible “to make the pub- 

lic buy poetry, 42. 
Bawls out one of his readers, 44. 
Finds little worthwhile m’aterial in 

American Communis’t publications, 

Czzments o’n Frank Harris 48 49 
Admires Marlene Dietrich’s beauiy, 

66. 
His sleeping habits, 6’7. 
Would make a 

tor,” 78, 79. 
“hell-rouising city edi- 

Finds that some readers do not get 
his jokes; 81. 

Offers sound business advice, 82. 
Dsoes not base his editorial selectioxm 

on best-seller principle, 84. 
Suggests a coarespondence club for 

his readers, 93. 
Is in favor of feminine curves, 104. 
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Doess ‘not believe that everything has 
been done and said before, 111, 112. 

Haldeman-Julius, Marcet, tells of Jane 
Addams’ method of literary com- 
position, 16. 

Haldeman-Julius Publications, is buying 
few unsolicited manuscripts, 102. 

Hamburger, should always be fresh- 
ground, 10. 

Harris, Frank, an estimate of, 48, 49. 
Wals a spectacular personality, 48. 
Was born crooked, 48. 
Did not have all the beautiful women 

whom he claimed, 48. 
Had an inflated opinion of his own 

literary ability, 48. 
Always tried to pose as a great fig- 

ure in international poli,tics, 48, 49. 
Prostituted his pen during the war, 

Wai* adept at letarning unsavory facts, 

Was’ an accomplished liar, 49. 
Always put on a good show, 49. 

Hay dryer, oonserves food value of 
hay, ‘Il. 

Hazuka, John T., calls attention to ar- 
ticle in Chess 96. 

“Health and Hygiene,” advises re’aders 
nolt to alkalize, ‘71. 

Hearst, William Randolph, why he is 
America’s Nu. 1 Faxi& tj4. 

Hedgecock, L. J., finds the Freeman in- 
teresting and informative, 49. 

Henlein, Conrad, will he become “the 
Oenernl Franc0 of Czechwslo~akia,” 
22. 

Hestanmd Clinic, maintains that it can 
“cure” cancer, 60. 

Hestand, Dr. David M., is a brazen 
quack, 60. 

Hildreth, Dr. Harold, gives facts about 
the human brain, 52. 

Hillbilly singer, definition of, 111. 
Himes, Dr.- Norman E., gives data on 

antiquity of birrh control, 46. 
Hitler, Adolf, his plan to overrun 

Czechoslovakia may meet with ob- 
stacles, 15. 

Persecutes Freethinkers, 19. 
Seeks Nazi dominance in Central Eu- 

rope, 22. 
How long wilil his dictatorship con- 

tinue, 23. 
His regime will be destroyed by eco- 

nomic colllapse of Germany, 23. 
His war on Czechoslovakia has al- 

ready starred, 23, 24. 
Is conducting a vast propaganda in 

Czechoslovakia, 24. 
Uses drive against Communism in 

his. oampaign to destroy democracy, 
24. 

He might abdieate for the sake of a 
boy friend, 28. 

Did the Columbia Rroadcaaling Com- 
pany refuse him radio time, 43. 

Is he a homosexual, 47. 
Described the Jananese as degenerate, 

Wit he die on a Jewissh holid’ay 69. 
How he differs fro#m the Cana’dian 

MGounted Police, 75. 
Hoffman, Frederick L., shows correla- 

tion between diabetes death rate 
and sugar consumption, 60. 

Home library, is it a luxury available 
only to the rich, 39. 

A ,s,uggested basis for, 39, 40. 
Aomosexnals, are they effeminate in ap- 

pearance and action, 47. 
IIorowita, IIerman, pays tribute to E. 

Haldeman-Julius, 79. 
Aorsepower, definition of the term, 34. 
Horses, number of in New York State, 

70. 
Are now bringing higher prices, 70. 

“How to Improve Your English in 
Sneech and Writing,” an estimate 
of, 16. 

Hubbard, Elbert, an estimate of, 18. 
Never made an original contribution 

to sound thinkiner. 18. 
Hughes, Howard, Pacts’about his racord- 

breaking flight, 68. 
Human brain, doe#s: it have a “se’& of 

intelligence,” 52. 
Ice, how much is removed from city 

streets, 36. 
“I Lombardi,” served Italians as a ve- 

hicle for political applause, 101. 
Induslrral u~xiunia~o, is feared by eco- 

‘nomic royalists, 92, 93. 
Inquisition, not adequately treated in 

the Encyclopedia Britannica, 14. 
Insurance policy, whi& is biggest in 

the U.S., 68. 
Italian Balm, iIs on the New York City 

Secret Black List, 32. 
“Jane’s Fighting Ships,” lists naval 

construction for 1937, 18. 
Japan, did its defeat of Russia entitle 

it to Manchuria, 34, 35. 
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Suffered little 10,s~ in war with Rns 
sin, 34, 36. 

Has the highest divorce rate, 112. 
Jastrow, Dr. Joseph, denies possibility 

of self-willemd death, 103, 104. 
Jefferson, Thomas, criticized usurpatior 

of power by the Supreme Court, 87 
Did he attack the priests, 107. 

Jews, are not an important factor ir 
b,anking, 20. 

Number of in New York City, 71. 
Can’t agree among themselves as tc 

most effective way to combat anti 
Semitism, 76. 

aan best comb,& anti-Se,miLium b, 
joining hands with other persecuted 
minorities, 76. 

Doglthg; refuse to be “good mixers,’ 

John, ‘Dr.’ Dilwyn, gives facts about 
whaling industry in the Antarctic 
72. 

Johnson, B. J., argues with a Funda- 
mentalist, 47. 

Johnson, General Hugh S., brands Nazis 
as monsters 90. 

Explains Fascism in terms of abnor- 
mal psychology, 91. 

Journalism, may be radically altered by 
technological advances, 12, 13. 

Kallet, Arthur, reports on relative mer- 
its of Regal and Douglas shoes, 61. 

Kansas State College, offers course in 
management of cooperatives, 37. 

Kostncr, Jessie Bullock, comments on 
Trotsky-Stalin feud, 79. 

“Katherine,” how should it be spelled, 
109. 

Kemmercr, Dr. Edwin W., predicts huge. 
advance in the cost of living, 43. 

Did not stick to scientific methods, 43. 
“Khovanstchina,” was given political ap- 

plause by Czarists, 101. 
King Edward VIII, effect of his adbica- 

tion on chances of a Fascist rising, 
9. 

Took hio mirrtrooo to night clubs, 90. 
His abdication was a victory for the 

(Ihhurch and the Torie,s, 20. 
Kuczynski, Robert, wrote Population 

Movements, 22. 
Kuroda, Reiji, admits that the German- 

Japanese pact is aimed against the 
Soviet Union, 46. 

La Follete Committee, investigates 
charges against Liberty, 6, 7. 

Lang, C. A., comments on How to Im- 
prove Your English in Speech and 
Writinn. 15. 16. 

OommenG on public’s rejection of 
uoetry. 80. 

Langdon-Davies, John, wrote Behind the 
Spanish Barricades, 26. 

Large-sized bills, millions of them are 
still out, 42. 

Larsen, Roy E., won prize for his col- 
le.ction letter, 94, 95. 

Lasker, Dr. Emanuel, is a chess master, 

Latg’ America, why did it regard tha 

Monroe Doctrine with suspicion, 3. 
Laughter, is just Rke suns,hine, 81. 

A discussion of, 95. 
Lazaron, Rabbi, makes fatuous attack . . 

%ur%% 
of Roman Catholic 

Lenin, trus)ted’ Trotsky and condemned 
Stalin, 27. 

Gave Stalin his n#ame, 88. 
“Levee ” correct pronunciation of, 61. 
LevInei Frank, flnds The American Free- 

man honest and informative, 112. 
Lewis, John L., won tremendous victory 

for labor in General Mo’tors strike, 
64, GG. 

Has demonstrated a masterly capa- 
city for leadership, 55. 

What industry does he plan to union- 
ize next, 66. 

Pursues a policy of industrial union- 
ism, 66. 

Is preparing for a gigantic battle 
against Lhe steel iuduatry, G6. 

Oh,arges HitPer government with prac- 
ticing terrorism againlst workers, 91. 

Reveals appalling conditions among 
Gar~~mu worktrl-s, 91. 

Why d’oes he want to break away 
from the A.F. of L., 101, 102. 

States his case against the A.F. of L., 
101, 102. - 

Outlines aims of C.I.O., 102. 
His leadership has been vindicated, 

102. 
Won a tren~endoiun vi.ctory againat 

steel indusitry, 106. 
Lewis, Joseph, unveil4 statue of Thomas 

Paine, in Paris. 35. 
Defines l%eethoupht and outlines its 

aims and principles, 73. 
Comments on Thomas Paine, 112, 113. 

‘Liiberty,” an estimate .olf its article on 
Commonwealth College, 6, 7. 

Used biased data in its Common- 
wealth College article, 6. 

Lincoln, Abraham, criticized usurpation 
of power- by the Sup~em Ciowt, 07. 

Linguistic barbarism, a horrible ex- 
ample of, 32. 

Los Angeles, has a disprolportionate 
number of aged permsons, 70. 

Louis, Joe, how does he differ from 
Falther Dionne, 76. 

Lovers, should alw,ays stay within their 
incomes, 102. 

Lynching, how llong is it to continue, 
68. 59. I  ~~ 

Decreased in 1936, 84. 
Is it ncecssary to, “protcet sou%hcrn 

womanhood:” 87. 
lynchings, statistics of, 84. 
Llacfadden, Bernar, seeks to be Ameri- 

ca’o groatcet rod baiter, 6. 
Had nude statue of his daughter in 

his ofice, 6. 
KacRory. Cardinal, denounces Com- 

munism, 89. 
Magazine readers, number of in the 

U.S.. 71. 
mail order catalogues, cost of compared 
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duce, 112. 
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Man, does he have a “fighting instinct,” 
57. 58. 
- .7  - - .  

Is out-jumped by the flea, 61. 
Markham, Edwin, was adjudged mental- 

ly incompetent, 68. 
Marmola, an estimate of, 35. 

Is a dangerous nostrum, 35. 
Marriage, is a civil contract, 11. 
Married women, how many meals do 

they prepare in a lifetime, 103. 
Martin, Newell, advises againslt making 

the Freeman a weekly, 46. 
Mass-production, is a fe’ature of modern 

civilization, 54. 
Matrfmonial clubs, a survey of, 73, 74. 

Who belongs to them, 74. 
Matthews, J., replies to Rabbi Lasaron, 

15. 
Likes questi’ons and answers, 46. 

Matthews, W., finds set of Questions 
aud Answers very u,seful, 47. 

Maxwell, Edmund G., praises the Halde- 
man-Julius publications, 46, 47.’ 

McCabe. Joseph, gives brief summary 
of European siluation, 14. 

Commments on King-Simpson affair, 20. 
Is in no mood to commit hari-kari, 42. 
Is at work on The A B C Library of 

Living Knowledge, 43. 
Se;; a hope that war may be averted, 

McCabe. Walt. defends Commonwealth 
College, 7. 

McDonnell, W. J., compiled data on ice 
removal, 36. 

McMurtrie, Douglas, C., comments on the 
Gutenberg Dible, 50. 

Meat, how butchers “rejuvenate” it, 9, 
10 

. I .  

Weighs more when frozen, 10. 
Should contain a good proportion of 

fat, 10. 
Hints on buying, 92. 

Medicine. was not on a scientific basis 
in Ccorgc Waohington’s time. 65. 

Meloche, Gladys, wrote Foot Clothing 
for All Ages, 5. 

MenprIg hleoag’th, suggestions for gaining, 

Menu Aard,’ why is it always removed 
after order is given, 28. 

Meslier, Jean, wrote Superstition in All 
Ages, 107. 

Meta;e;ltowiOa summary of its develop- 

Mexican ‘government, why does it @per 
mit medical quacks to broadcast 
from its territory, 87. 

Why it has attacked the Catholic 
Church, 107. 

Mexico. WRS it iilrtified in off&m 
asylum to Leon Trotsky, 26. - 

Mice, hints on eradicating them, 70. 
Milk, why does its vitamin-A content 

decline in winter, 70, 71. 
Mind, does it affect digestion, 103. 
“Miracles,” are used by priests to keep , 

their dupes in line, 72. 

Mixed bathing, should not shock Bernar 
Macfadden, 6. 

Modern doctors, should not be blamed 
for superstitious practices of the 
plast, 65, 66. 

todern social problems, cannot be com- 
pare’d to those of ancient times, 63. 

Monk’s Confession,” text of, 102, 103. “r 
tonroe Doctrine, what is its present 

Ios~~~Idwi~\ be the wonder city of the 

losely, JLmes M., has l’sts of names for 
rent, 75. 
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status. 3. 
[oore, Frank Gardner, wrote The Ro- 

man’s World, 104. 
Moore, -II. E, warns Freeman readers 

grist A. 0. Leonard CornoratIon, 

foralists, believe that venereal diseases 
act as a deterrent to vice, 50. 

loreno, George A., exposes tactics of 
Catholic hierarchy in Mexico’, 107. 

More Tramps Abrgad,” quotation from, 
77. . . . 

loskowitz, Charlotte, made charges 
agairmt Liberty to Senate civil lib- 
erties committee, 7. 

dasley, Oswald, he and his Fasci’sts 
backed the King, 9. 

lovie attendance, is it increasing, 40. 
Multiplication, an abbreviated method, 

li3. 
~uneum of Social Change, a descriu- 

tion of. 59. 60. ’ 
An outline of its policies, 60. 

Iusical instruments, li#st of those most 
popular among youna neonlte, 68. 

rIussolini, is a real mass-murderer, 67. 
Made a corrupt bargain with the RO- 

man Catholic Church, 88. 
M,ade Catholicism the state religion 

of Italy, 88. 
,My Life and Loves,” an estimate of, 

47, 48. 
dssticism. fundamental fallacy of. 96. 
fames, where they can be obtained for 

direct-mail advertising, 75. 
Vankin. ,should it be tucked under the 

vesi, 100. 
Qauoleon, an estimate of, 67. 
Vational Safety Council, reports on 

sleeping at the wheel, 99, 100. 
Nazi mess. uses Gide’s book to create 

mp<ej&li’ce against the Soviet Union, 
30. 

Uazis, are masters of the art of show- 
nmns’hip, 83. 

Use The International Jew for propa- 
ganda, 41. 

Why do they take pains to call the 
Japancsc a superior P~CO, 67. 

Have a vast propaganda machine at 
work in We U.S., 91. 

Are enrolling storm troops in the 
U.S., 91. 

Their racia! poljcy is fantastic, 92. 
Wi,y they lmpnsoned chess players, 
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Falsely represent Benjamin Franklin 
as an anti-Semite, 110. 

Neumann, .Teresa, is being exploited by 
Catholm Church as the “stigmata 
girl,” 71. 

Newbold. Charles. made the first cast 
iron’ plow, 79. 

New Deal, is it simply a repetition of 
ancient history, 63. 

New Soviet Constitution, is being wide- 
ly discussed in the U.S., ‘7. 

W,hy it recognizes only one political 
party, 7. 

Grants universal suffrage, 8. 
Points the way to freedom, 31. 
Can it be made to function, 31. 

Newspaper readers, number of in the 
U.S., 71. 

“New things” are being said and done 
every da’y, 111. 

New World, population of, 4. 
New York City, its health department 

compiled Secret Black List of dan- 
gerous drugs, 16. 

“New York Herald Tribune,” endorses 
federal’ anti-lynching law, 59. 

“New York Times.,” carried article show- 
ing decline of religion among col- 
lege students, 96. 

New York World’s Fair, will use bub- 
bles of water as lights, 7’7. 

W$ not have exterior flood-Fighting, 
‘1.1. 

Nietzsche, Friedrich, did he hmave a 
“diseased mind,” 68. 

NiJinsky, is in an Austrian asylum, 68. 
1909 pennies, how much are they worth, 

43. 
Ninomiya, Prof. Kiyosumii announces 

method for controlling sex of eggs, 
103. 

Nudists, what do they do when it rains, 
93. 

“Nuisance taxes” a list of, 40, 41. 
How much rehenue do they produce, 

40. 41. 
Occult’ %&hs,” are hokum, 105. 
Old-fashioned strike, was easily broken, 

20. 
One dollar, can it be the nucleus of a 

home lihmry, 99. 
One-party system, an estimate of, 7, 8. 
Oranges, why they are sometimes treat- 

ed with ethyllene gas, 110. 
Original 13 States, list of, 60. 
Ouija Board, should mean nothing to 

an adult, 75. 
Ozias, Charles O., Baker used his “can- 

cer cure,” 63, 64. 
Paine, Thomas, do’es not receive fair 

treatment in Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, 14. 

A ~latue of him erected in Paris by 
Freethinkers, 35. 

Was neither “filthy,” “little,” nor an 
“Atheist ” 70. 

His obse&atiorm on the nature of 
prejudice, 112. 

His comment on letters, 113, 

Pan-American Union, membership of, 
4. 

Pedestrians. are seldom victims of 
sleeaine drivers. 100. 

Perfolastic-girdle, its price is too high, 
104. 

Peru, its condition under the rule of 
Catholicism, 107. 

Peterson, Ida, enjoys The American 
Freeman, 47. 

Philippine Islands, when will thev 
achieve complete inde,pendence, 61. 

Were exploited by the Catholic 
hierarchy, 107, 108. 

Phillips, Charles. liikes humorous slant 
of The American Freeman, 16. 

Picketing, is often made a pretext for 
vi,olence on the part of employers, 
20, 21. 

Pickford, Mary, did not find God satis- 
factory, 18. 

Pitchmen, have an immense vocabulary 
of slang, 83. 

“Pitiless publicity,” originated by Emer- 
sor I, 58. 

Poetrv. i.s “on the bum” in the U.S., 42. 
Poland. is the worst anti-Semitic coun- 

try in the world, 76. 
Polish Jews, their orthodoxy did not 

protect them against persecution, _  ̂

“Political applause ” , wh.at it means, 100, 
181. 

Examples of, 100, 101. 
Political parties, represent conflicting 

social or economic interests, 7. 
Pope Pius XI, has suaported Mussolini 

in his rape of Ethiotpia, 88. 
Would condemn Italian government if 

it were liberal, 88. 
“Population Movements,” quo,tatian 

-from, 92. 
Port of New York Authority, carries 

largest insurance policy in the U. 
s.. 68. 

Pot roast, is often synthetic, 10. 
Poverty, has no right to exist in mod- 

ern civilizlahion, 64. 
Poynter, J. W., criticizes Catholic 

Church’s alliance with Fascism, 108. 
Prejudice. a dilscussion of, 112. 
Press, Albert, commends Freeman arti- 

cle on dangerous drugs, 46. 
Priests, have always been hostile to 

liberty, 107. 
Prison guards, hew do they compare in 

intelligence with convicts, 95. 
Private engineering schools, do they of- 

fer worthwhile courses, 98. 
Prulils’, how they operate to produce 

crises, 93, 94. 
Prohibition Repeal Amendment, why it 

was easy to’ pass, 85. 
Proslitution, &uuld it be legalized as 

a means of curbing venereal dis- 
ease, 113. 

Protestantism, isn’t tolerated in Italy, 

Publ?~; is difficult to deal with, 82. 
Public educational institutions, are to 
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Puritans, did not burn witches, 46. 
“Quack,” definition of, 67. 
Racial intolerance, an example of, 48, 

44. 
Radical publications, deserve better sup- 

port from thdr subscribers, 13. 
Cannot depend on advertising rev- 

enue, 18.- 
Radios, average selling price and num- 
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112. - 

Railway freight, how classified, 8. 
Rationalism, a definition of, 100. 
“R,earlc~‘~. lMgeat,” an es~timate nf, 44. 

Its editors are shrewd judges of the 
average person’s interests, 44. 

Printed article on Bible salesmanship, 
69. 

Realist, how he differs from the mystic, 

Red%ng girdles, have no value, 104. 
Regal shoe: compared with Douelas, 61. 
Reincarnatlon, is pure bunk, 68. 
Religion, is losing ground, 95, 96. 
Religious Ideas, what is the best meth- 

od of omvverc#oming them, 98, 99. 
“Religious instinct,” wh,y does it have 

to be supsported by such vigorous 
methods, 11, 12. 

“Review of Reviews,” result of its poll 
on Spanish civil war, 89, 90. ’ 

“Richmond Times Dispatch,” calls for 
federal an,ti-Ilynching law, 69. 

Roads, are they nnfer when wirlp, 11-10. 
Robinson, James Harvey, wrote The 

Human Comedy, 71. 
Rodriguez, J. E.. comments on homo- 

Rollan,d, Romain, defends Soviet Union 
anainst Gide’s attacks. 30. 31. 

His- letter to the workkrs ‘of M,ag- 
nitorgorsk, 31. 

Roman Catholic Church, gets its vic- 
tims before they are old enough 
to think for themselves, 11, 12. 

Its critics are not ‘(paid racketeers,” 
16. 

UsIsgd its buildings in Spain as forts, 

Fi;h);tsas;aee of Child Labor Amend- 

Finds & cdnvenient pretext for start- 
ing a civil war, 86. 

Always suppotis tyrants, 88. 
Its apologists never mists a chance to 

attack the Soviet Union, 89. 
When did it become the defender of 

liberty and toIteration, 89. 
Oppossed ratification of Child Labor 

Amendment by New York State, 93. 
Wzen\t ;;poses Child Labor Amend- 

Displa& its true colors in Spain, 107. 
An exposure of its alliance with 

Fascism, 108. 
Is the greate,st obstacle to social ad- 

vancement, 108. 
Roosevelt, President F. D., has given a 

new interpretation to the Monroe 

Doctrine, 8., 4. 
Served warning that the New World 

wil;l nnt tolerate Fascist. terrorism. 
4. 

Calls for vigorous fight on venereal 
diseases, 49. 

Is he trying to “pack” the Supreme 
Court, 62, 53. 

Has shown real statesmanship in at- 
tacking problem of Supreme Court, 
63. 

Has the people behind him in his 
Supreme Court battle, 63. 

Does he plan to seek a third term, * 

W!k he seek appointment to the SU- 
preme Court, 78. 

Is his plan to refoam the Supreme 
Court unconstitutional, 86. 

Seeks to preserve democracy by re- 
forming the Supreme Court, 86. 

Dotes he read The American Freeman, 
90. 

Roosevelt, Theodore, followed the “big 
stick” policy in Latin America, 3. 

Deliberately provoked a revolution in 
Pansama, 3. 

Referred to Thomas Paine as “a 
filthy little Atheist,” 69, 70. 

loper, Walter, commends A History of 
the World Since 1918, 47. 

lubber goods, is it ethical to advertise 
them, 60. 

lules of Civility, text of, 78. 
Russian Church, was a part of the 

blloody regime of the tizar, 19. 
lalamanchuk, John, says The American 

Freeman is sec’ond to none, 46. 
lalmon, is Alaska’s biggest industry, 69. 
ianta Fe Railway Co., total miles oper- 
a ated, by States, 10. 
Sausages, how many kinds are there, 61. 
iavages, why they do not suffer from 

cancer, 37. 
ichick, appears to be the best of the 

electric shavers 36. 
ichmidt, Hans, was imprisoned bs Nazis 

for praising Jewish chelss player, 
97. 

Season’s Greetings,” 14. 
ieburn, T. J., gives data on women 

drivers, 26. 
Shows that fatigue plays an import- 

ant part in motor car accidents, 
77. 

!ecret Black List, itemizes dangerous 
drugs and cosmetic?, 16. 

W,h,y it i#s not more widely publidzed, 

Tkz of, 16, 17, 18. 
leldes, George, wrote Can These Things 

Be?, 107. 
Self-criticism,” how far does it go iu 

bhe Soviet Union. 30. 
lewing machines, nubber of in Ameri- 

can homes, 76. 
Ihaving, annual cost of, 86, 37. 
lhoe companies, are unethical in using 

word “Dr ” 6 
A l,ist of &liable concerns, 6. 
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Shoe leather, amount worn out by avet- 
age person in a year, 112. 

Shoe;: a~ khey bought for style or for 

Shoufld ‘fit ‘comfortably from the start, 
6. 

Plenty of time .should be taken in 
buying them, 6. 

Simon, Lady Maud, defines RationaMsm, 
100. 

Sinclair, Upton, wrote What God Means 
to Me, 18. 

Made ludicrous error in defining 
horsepower, 34. 

Sit-down strfke, how it d,iffers from a 
stay-in slrike, 51, 62. 

Slang, where is it most used, 82, 83. 
Sleep, a dissertation on, 67. 

Is a great leveler, 67. 
Sleeping at the wheel, number of acci- 

dents oaused by, 99, 100. 
Smith, the Rev. Gerald L. K., is his or- 

ganization like the Black Legion, 90, 
Hopes to b,ecome America’s Hitler, 90. 

Snowfall, amount of necessary to equal 
one inch of rain, 34. 

Soap, is it better when transparent, 4. 
Cheap brands are better than costly 

ones, 4. 
Socialism, would provide all children 

with an equal opportunity, 12. 
Socialists. should thev soeeulate on the 

stock’ exehange, iQ4,* 106. 
“Social Justice,” prints article by 

Coughljin “attacking” anti-Semi,tism, 
19, 20. 

Sollman, Wilhelm, predicts 
Nazi regime, 23. 

collapse of 

Southerners, are beginning to favor a 
federal anti-lynching law, 58, 69. 

Assert that lynching is necessary to 
“prote’ct southern womanhood,” 87. 

Southern women, have formed an asso- 
ciation to combat lynching, 87. 

Soviet Union, its political) situation can- 
not be fairly compared to that of 
C’apitalist oountries, 7. 

IO building a classla~ society, 7. 
Is headed in tlhe direction of genuine 

democracy, 8. 
Is reticent abouf its fleet, 18. 
IE building a huge submariue fleet, 18. 
Did not persecute the Church, 19. 
Most of its churches are empty, 19. 
Will it come to the aid of Czecho- 

slovakia, 22. 
Some sections of its criminal code 

are very inhuman, 24, 25. 
Puts children to death for theft, 25. 
Dooo not give rtcognitiun Lo TroL- 

sky’s contributions, 27. 
Will it again call on Trotsky for 

leadership, 28. 
Does not permit free play of thought, 

Cr%isms of by Andre Gide 29 30 
Its citizens have little knowiedgk oi 

the outside world, 30. 
Population of in 193’7, 41. 
Interesting facts brought out by its 

1937 census, 41. 
Is preparing to wibhstand an assault 

by Germany and Japan, 45, 46. 
Are any of its troopa figh,ting in 

Spain, 57. 
Penalizes acts of racial prejudice, 67. 
Its press is imbued with a fanatical 

~complacency, 81. 
What is the value of its gold re- 

serve, 92. 
May soon hold first place in gold pro- 

duction. YZ. 
Isfo$iini2 up immelnse reserves of 

What ‘is he meaning of its present 
trend in population, 92. 

Does no4 practice racial discsimina- 
tion? 97. 

Spain, its priests joined htands with 
Fascist murderers, 19. 

Will it become a proletarian state if 
the loyalists win, 66. 

Will1 it attempt to stamp out religion, 

Is58’t being punished for its “sins,” 
86. 

Spanish civil war, was started by a 
clerical-Fascist clique, 20. 

Its blackground, 26. 
Was started by Fascists and the RO- 

man Catholic Church, 86. 
Spanish government, did not persecute 

religion, 19. 
Is it communistic, 66. 

Spanish loyalists, have they been guilty 
of atrocilies, 25. 

W;;;tjus$ied in putting rebels to 

What form of government do they 
prefer, GO. 

How many foreign troops are fight- 
ing on their side, 67. 

Spanish priests, bore arms against the 
Republic, 19. 

Spanish rebels, have committed terrible 
atrocities, 26. 

How many foreign troops are fight- 
ing on their &de, 87. 

Have become tools of Germans and 
Italians, 67. 

Spiders, crabs, and leeches, life-span of, 

SpriEg* s’cales, how to read them 10. 
Stalin, Josef! brands all opptosi;ion to 

his policles as “counter-revolution,” 
27. 

Keeps his people in ignorance of the 
early history of the Revolution, 27: 

H;~~.l;;ys been an enemy of Trot- 

Out-maneuvered Trotsky in struggle 
for leadership, 27. 

Prevents Trotsky from carrying his 
~nessage to the Russian people, X7. 

Is he an anti-Semite, 67. 
How is his name pronounced, 88. 
How did he get his name, 88. 
Is not a Jew, 88. 
A word picture of, 88, 89. 

Stalin-Trotsky feud, is one of the most 
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dnamatic incidents in history, 28. 
Stars, number of which can be seer 

with the naked eye, 34. 
How many can be seen with fieli 

glasses; with telescopes, 34. 
State medicine, does not necessaril) 

imply a state monopoly, 66. 
Stay-in strike, an estimate of, 20, 21 

Baffles the employers, 21. 
An enumeration of its advantages, 21 
Promotes solidarity among the work. 

ers, 21. 
Comaels emalovers to assume the of. 

feisive, Zi. ” 
W’hy it puts workers in a strong posi. 

tion, 22. 
GiveIs the workers’ women a chanct 

to helu. 22. 
Has become labor’s most effective 

weapon, 22. 
;I Ho57 ii2differs from a sit-down strike 

Wo&d it be effective in steel indus 
try, 66. 

Steel industry, will it be next in lint 
for unionization, 66. i Is notoriously open shop, 66. 

Its capitulation is a tremendous vie 
tory for organized labor, 106. 

Steel strike of 1919, why it was lost 
55, 66. 

Steinmetz, Charles P., was an Atheist 
111. 

“Stigmata girl,” is an ecclesiastical 
fraud, ‘71. 

Stillingfleet, Benjamin, was the original 
Bluesltocking, 82. 

Stock exchange, usually gets the little 
fellow’s shirt, 104, 105. 

Stril;edsis labor’s most powerful weapon 

Strike-breaking, a discussion of its 
technique, 21. 

Is done under the pretense of pre- 
serving law and order, 21. 

Strikers, often misrepresented in the 
press, 21. 

Are they trespassers, 21. 
Strip-tease acts, are they worth walk. 

ing across the street for, 76. 
Sugar, is used to make soa,p t+rans- 

parent, 4. 
Is itt cause of high death rate from 

diabetes, 60. 
Sullivan, John L., who was the last man 

to box him, 76. 
Sullivan, Pat, praises the Freeman and 

McCabe, 72. 
Summers, the Rev. L. D., made vicious 

attack on Commonwealth College, 
6. 

“Suuerstition in All Ages,” quotation 
-from, 107. 

Swine, do they “stink,” 16. 
Taxis, how safe are th’ey, 109. 
Teet~~4cannot be whitened by cleansers, 

Texas, ‘could be divided into four addi- 
tional Stntoo, 36. 

“The Age of Reason,” would entitle 
Paine to a dozen statues, 35. 

“The Antichrist,” one of the greatest 
books ever written, 58. 

“The Atlantic Monthlr.” carries article 
on book trade, 84;’ 

“The Commentator,” published facts 
about business side of football and 
baseball, 85. 

“The Uuchess at Tea,” text of, 4. 
“The Garden of Allah,” an estimate of, 

66. 
“The Human Comedy,” quotation from, 

‘il, 72. 
“The International Jew,” is a pack of 

mendacious Bes, 41. 
The Journal of the American Medical 

Association, carried article on as- 
pirin, 99. 

“The New Masses,” an estimate of, 44, 
45. 

Is too partisan to be trustwortihy, 44. 
“The Old Saloon” an appropriate hymn 

for a poker’ club, 61. 
Text of, 62. 

“The Roman’s World,” quotation from, 
104. 

Thompson, Dorothy, says issue lies be- 
Ityen democracy and d,ictatorshrp, 

Thumd-sucking, how to cure it, 110. 
Thyroid deficiency, is only rarely a 

cause of obesity, 35. 
“T” man, what does the term mean, 32. 
Toga, description of, 104, 
Tomato juice, is a good source of via 

tamin C, 109. 
Tooth pewmdrr, is more efllcient than 

tooth paste, 104. 
Total immersion, is it necessary for 

baptism, 95. 
Towne, Charles Hanson, wro’te “Anound 

the Corner,” 103. 
“Treers,” what are they, 108. 
Trotsky, Leon, promised to refrain from 

meddling in Mexico’s internal af- 
fairs, 26. 

Would be speedily put to death in the 
Soviet Union, 26. 

The background of his feud with 
Stalin, 27. 

Is not a traitor to the Soviet Union, 
27. 

Is still loyal to the international 
proletarilat, 27. 

Accuses Stalin of anti-Semitism, 57. 
Tryer, the Rev. A. H., Bkes The Ameri- 

can Freeman, ti. 
Twain, Mark, his tribute to the Eng 

lish country-side, 77. 
His advice on diamonds, 102. 

Undressing, shoulid it be made an art, 
66. 

U.S., was formerly a haven for pol’itical 
refugees, 26. 

Is it limited by law to 48 States, 35. 
What is its na’tional debt, 59. 
Has highest dea’th rate from diabetes, 

GO. 



126 Index 

Is it still a land of opportunity, 68 

W% it succumb to Fascism 90. 
U.S. Census Bureau, issuls repori 

showing increase of aged persons‘ 
60. 

U.S. Constitution, does not specify num 
ber of Supreme Court justices, 52. 

Amending it is a slow prsocess, 53. 
Amcndmonts to it can easilv be block. 

ed by reactionary interests, 85. 
Gives Congress authority to set the 

number of Supreme Court justi’ces 

U.S.%epartment of Justice, gives figure2 
illustrating seasonal qhlaracter oi 
crime, 94. 

U.S. government, used the Monroe Doe 
trine as an excuse to meddle in af, 
fairs of Latin America, 3. 

No longer considers itself the police. 
man of Latin Americn, 3. 

Is world’s greTatest buyer of automo. 
bile tires, 10. 

Removes large-size bills from cireu- 
k&ion, 42. 

Is taking the lead in fight on venereal 
d#iseases,. 49. 

Value of Its gold, 92. 
Number and cost of checks which il 

writes, 94. 
U.S. Marines, became the bill-collector? 

of Wall Street, 3. 
U.S. press, is the freest in t.he world _- 

u. 
Is influenced by a “subconscious” 

censorship, 12. 
Hour can its qtnndnrck ho wised, 12. 

U.S. Railroads, total freight hauled by 
in 1936, 8. 

U.S. Supreme Court, number of its jus- 
tices has varied from time to time, 
52, 63. 

Can it be reformed by a constitution- 
al amendment, 53. 

Has doliherntely dnnd in the way 
of progressive laws, 63. 

Is able to nullify the expressed wishes 
of the peolple, 86. 

Hnq nlrmrly hem “packed” by re- 
actionaries, 86. 

Is the President’s pIman to reform it 
without precedent, 8’7. 

Its usurpations constitute a serious 
problem, 87. 

U.S. Treasury Gold, is owned by the 
government, 111. 

TJ S. Vice President, does he have a con- 
stitutional’ right to suoceed to the 
presidency, 69. 

IJniversity of Denver, made survey of 
young peoale’s recreational inter- 
ests, 84, 86. 

University of Minnesota, offers course 
in management of cooperatives, 87. 

University of Wisconsin, publishes data 
on fit of shoes, 6. 

Venereal diseases, taboo on discussion 
of is dis’aplpearing, 49. 

Verse, how should one go about get- 

ting it published, 42. 
Vest, Senator, his tributo to a dog, 77, 

Vie& how to get rid of 45 
Von Oss)ietxky, Karl, asked fir books on 

medieval torture methods, 97, 98. 
Wallace, Secretary, does Roosevelt plan 

to make him President in 1940, ‘78. 
Warren, Genevieve, is publlicity agent 

for Ibalian Balm, 32. 
Writes hysterical letter defending 

Italian Balm, 32. 
Warships, how many are the powers 

now building, 18. 
Washington, George, what was the cause 

of his desath, 37, 38, 39. 
A case history of his last illness, 37, 

38. 
The cause of his death is still in 

dispu.te, 38. 
His case has no bearing on modern 

medicine: 66, 66. 
Text of hm rules. of dvility, 78. 

Watson, Senator James, wrote As I 
Knew Them, 46. 

Wells, H. G., his e&mate of Napoleon, 
67. 

Whales, have they been exterminated in 
the Antarctic, 72. 

Facts about their habits, 72. 
Whoppers, examples of, 110. 
“Who’s Who,” proves low grade of 

Catholic scholarship, 6, 6. 
“Why Not Try God?,” was not quite so 

bad as What God Means to Me, 18. 
Williams, Wythe, wrote Dusk of Em- 

pire, 87. 
Wilson, Woodrow, did he originate 

“pitiless publicity,” 68. 
Was he suaerstitious. 87. 88. 

Wind-breaking, commen’t on, 78. 
Winrod, the Rev. Gerald, why is he 

called the “Jayhawk Nazi,” 109, 110. 
Is a notorious hate-monger, 110. 

Winter, is it a good season in which 
to build, 8, 9. 

Witchcraft, not adequately treated in 
Encyclopedia Britannica, 14. 

Witches. were not burned bv the Puri- 
tans, 46. 

Women, how to encourage them to con- 
verse at a dinner party, 3. 

How they participate in a stay-in 
strike, 22. 

How do they compare with men in 
crime, 95. 

How do they czmuare with men in 
discoveries and inventions, -98. 

Have not been given equal opportun- 
ity with men, 98, 

iVoy6n drivers, how oareful are they, 

Wood,’ Dr. Francis Carter, discusses 
possibilities for a cancer cure, 51. 

floodsworth, J. S., introduced neutral- 
ity resolumtion in Canadi#an Parlia- 
ment, 60. 

Woodward, W. E., wrote A New Ameri- 
can History, 69. 
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World-population, proportion of living 
under censors’hip, 12. 

Wortman, F. P., cribicizes the Encyclo- 
p&a Britannica, 16. . 

WrithE; &a weapon with which to 

Writers, ‘do they have difficulty in fhd- 

ing new things to say, 111, 112. 
“Writer’s Digest,” in ita onrrespondenco 

school reliable, 98. 
Young people, how do they amuse them- 

selves, 84, 85. 
“Zitauer Morgen-Post,” carried an ad- 

vertisement offering “fat dog meat,” 
28. 



IN PRAISE OF FOLLY .’ 
Daring Wisdom and Dashing Wit in This Delightful Classic Now 
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’ Following out our policy of publishing rare, cultural classics 
at a low price for popular reading, the Haldeman-Julius Publica- 
tions have just issued in an attractive! inexpensive form a mas- 
tcrpiccc of wit and wisdom-I% Pramo of Folly, by Erasmus, 
greatest of sixteenth century humanists and freethinkers, .Free- 
thinkers will detect special flavors in this rare description and 
criticism-of the follies of humanity; but every litcratc rcadcr with 
average humor and intelligence should enjoy it heartily; it is in- 
deed a book which the average reader will find irresistible be- 
cause, while it is replete with the ripest wisdom of a man who 
knew this old world very well, the book is written easily in a 
light, amusing tone. 

The book is supposed to be an address by Folly in her own 
behalf, setting forth the advantages which she, most useful among 
the gods and goddesses, confers upon the human race. There is 
a recilal of the various Lrails in human nature which are owing 
to Folly. There is described a brilliant and amusing variety of 
types and classes among mankind who are devotees of Folly and 
whose lives can be interpreted only in the light of their allegiance 
to Folly. High and low are brought under the gentle yet unfailing- 
ly effective strokes of Erasmus’ lively criticism. It was a daring 
piece of literature in its day-when Catholic tyranny ruled Europe 
-and its daring quality is still remarkable even in our age of 
free criticism and thought. Princes and popes, priests and nobles, 
so-called good men and alleged bad men, are studied variously in 
this masterpiece which embraces all hum-an nature in its survey. 

It is now possible for every reader to own this masterpiece 
of Erasmus. It is issued for the first time in a low-priced edition 
by the Haldeman-Julius Publications. The price is only 75 cents 
(or 5 copies for $3). The book is in size 5% by Sl/, inches and 
contains 45,000 words. Order your copy today. 

HALDEMAN-JULIUS PUBLICATIONS, CIRARD, KANSAS 

ORDER BLANK FOR “IN PRAISE OF FOLLY” 
Haldeman-Julius Publications, Girard, Kansas 

I want a copy of Erasmus’ In Praise of Folly, sent to me, for 
which x am enclosing 76~. (Add 8c for packing and carriage 
charges. A’dd 10~ to personal checks.1 il 
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