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Questions and Answers

Governor Eugene
Georgia’s great demagogue, rocently
vetoed a 1936 legislatve measure de-
signed to let Georgia participate in
the national social security program.
Later, he appeared before the Min-
isterial Association of Mercer Uni-
versity, and gave the following ex-
planation of his opposition to old age
pensions:

“It won’t work because it kills
the ambition of every young man
and woman to sel aside some-
thing to care for them in their old
age. ... It weakens the souls of
men and women when the initia-
tive to-do Is taken away from them.*
This action and expression of pol-

icy led another Georgian, C. F.
Morgan, a Freeman reader who lives
at. Hapeville, to put down his feel-
ing of protest in a poem that rings
with sarcasm, irony and denuncia-
tion, The piece: :

THE OLD ORDER SPEAKS -

What eare I for the woeg of age?
Why should I burst in tears,

Or ease the burdens of the old
In their declining years?

Why should a State or Nation care
For those too old to toil—

Too old for factory or mine—
Too old to till the soil?

What use are they, these aged ones
Who drag themselves around?

Industrial jobs they cannot fill,
Nor can they plow the ground.

Then why should they be pensioned off
When they can work no more?

Just let them live among their kin,
Or beg from door to door!

What matters it If they have worked
In sleet and snow and rain,

'From month to month and year to year,
In poverty and pain.

Their days of usefulness are -gone;
Theugh clothes and food they lack,
It is not right to give to them
The things they can’t pay back.

Although they’ve tilled our lands and
made
Us ‘very rich indeed,

Talmadge, We do them wrong to pension them

Or help them in their nead.

No longer can these fecble ones
Their names in commerce carve,

Sa _let their children care far them,
Or else—jus; let theg starve!

Why is it the press and other mediums
of publicity say nothing about the great
number of service charges the banks
are slapping on depositors?

The answer iz very simple, The
press ig capitalistic and therefore in
sympathy with the policies of the
bankers. Besides, very few newspa-
per publishers are hit by these ser-
vice charges, because they are rich
business establishments with such

H.|large cash balances that the banks

can’t touch them. In order to keep
the publishers satisfied the bankers
o easy in order to keep the columns
of the press free from complaints
made by depositors of small means,
who have to pay for everything—
from making a deposit to writing a
check. However, ance in a while one
meetsg a word of comment, even in
the press. The Chicago Daily News,
in its issue of April 29, 1986, has a
humorous skit joshing the bankers.
The report tells of a meeting of the
Chicago Financial Advertiserg Asso-
ciation, where members put on a
sketch entitled “The March of Bank-
ing.” The scene shows a bank lobby
flanked with ticket boxes bearing the
sign, ‘“Admission to Lobby, 10 cents
—children 5 cents.” Large placards
set forth:
SERVICE CHARGES
Deposit slips, 1 cent. :
Checks cashed, 15 cents, two for 25
cents,
Conference with cashier,
per minute.
Vice-president’s handshake, 5 cents.
Vice-president’s smile, 4 cents.
Fountain peng fiiled, 3 cents.
Statements of condition, 10 cents
each; by subscription, 30 cents a
year. Postage extra. ;
With a bargain as an inducement:
* SPECIAL TODAY
Chat with our chief

Loaning officer, 50 cent value.

7 cents
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Today only 39 cents.

You save 11 cents!

I'm afraid these humorists have
started somethmg There are several
suggestions in the above skit which
the bankers have overlooked, but
which they are now likely to include
in their schedule, especially the one
which charges the depositor Te for a
minute’s conference with -the ecashier,
Funny they never thought of that
one, But give ‘ém time,

L O

Will Blum inaugurate Socialism?

Should Leon Blum become France's
premier in June—and at this writing
that seems almost inevitable—he will
take charge of the government as the
leader of a minority party, for the|0
Socialist, party of France didn’t get
a majority in the recent election.
Even with the Communists, the Left
still lacks that much needed major-
ity. The Radical Socialists are a
part of the Popular Front, but they
aren’t Socialists, despite their name.
In France a Radical Socialist com-
pares with a Rooseveltian New Deal-
er, with strong principles in support
of liberalism and demoeracy.

The Socialists, under Blum, want
the socialization of fhe large-scale
industries, The Communists, who
now have a strong bloc in the Cham-
ber of Deputies—but only about half
the strength of the Socialists—want
a dictatorship of the proLetarlat
Blum’s position, therefore, is difficult.
He ‘has met the issue squarely by
stating that he has no mandate from
the I'rench people to establish. So-
cialism,

The millions of French voters—
workers, middle class members, peas-
ants, etc.—want Blum in France’s
most powerful political office, not to
establish Socialism but to defend De-
mocracy and crush Fascism. These
two jobs Blum says he will perform
—but within the limits of the Capital-
ist system. Not until the French peo-
ple give him an overwhelming ma-
jority will he move in the direction|g,
of Socialism.

Meanwhile, he will appose devalua-
tion of the franc, because to permlt
the reactionaries to ruin France’s
monetary system. would 1mpoverlsh
millions of thrifty, but poor, people.!
He will institute a vast program of
public works, in order to. help the
unemployed and bring business back

‘Russia has 840 such esta)bhshme'nts,,

to better days. He will, most likely,
completely outlaw the pnvabe armies
of the Fascist forces. So much for
Blum’s domestic policies.

In the international arena, Blum
will stand for a great League of Na-
tions, as a force for peace, He is op-
posed to the policies of imperialistic
Mussolini, and will strive to use the’
machinery of the League to curb that
international menace. It’s even like- o
ly that he will offer to strengthen the .
sanctions against Italy, for he knows
very well that even the weak sarie-
tiong put across by Eden have had -
amazing results. Official figures show,
that in March, 1936, Italy’s foreign
trade amounted to only about $6,000,- -

as against $181,000,000 in
March 1935—clear proof that the
economic ‘weapon of sanctions ean be*
used for the purposes of peace, pro-
vided, of course, those who impose
the sanctwns are smcere and mean..
business. :

Hitler, a greater war menace than
Musnsohm will find himself faced by
a statesman who knows his powers
and is unafraid to use them. “As’
Blum said, in a speech in May, he
would strive for peace, with Hitler,
without Hitler, or against Hitler
Those words say a great deal, and
I'm pretty sure Ilitler will find 1t un:”
wise to defy a French government_
headed by Leon Blum

e
How do Rnssxa and Japan compare wnth g
regard to scientific research?

Japan has 45 institutions for sei
entific research, with a staff of 8,600;-

with 48, 000 employes.
e o

Are we appropriahng more than" $1,ﬁfm
000,000 on our army and navy to defend
our coasts against attack?
We are spending, during the- yea'
ending June 30, 1937, more on arm
ments than durmg any year in’out,
peace-time history. The faets indi
cate that these weapons are intended
for purposes of aggression instead of
defense. - For example, -we have apent.
comparatively little on our: Atlantl'
and Pacific coasts, but we have
vested heavﬂy——and will. pour ‘addi
tional money-—in-. fortifying -Hawal
and other points distant: from: ot
shores. When Franklin D, Roosevel
was Assistant Seeretary -of the Navy

he said:
“Strictly speakinz, it- national de-
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" fense ‘applies solely -to the preven-

-otion” of an' army' landing on our
Atlantic or Pacific coasts; no navy
at all is necessary.” .

"The Roosevelt of 1936 should study

':carefully the ‘words of the younger|

Roosevelt who was in the Navy de-
partment.
for the opinion that the national de-

‘fense ‘of the U.S. consists solely of
defending our two coasts. Militaris-

ti¢- and . navalistic enterprises in
placesoutside the U.S. imply imper-
ialigtie designs. : ‘
How . does American. aviation compare
with. the rest of the world? = . '
The Aircraft Year Book, for 1936,

‘reports that. “American airlines are

doing more business than those of the
rest of the world combined. There is
more private flying, more charter ser-

-viee and more practical everyday use

of ‘airplanes.” ‘
The U.S. still holds ,its lead in
technical development. According to
the authority. just quoted: )
© . “Prior .to .1935,. U:S. was nearly
three years ahead.of ather nations
in the science of designing and con-
structing airplanes; this margin’ has
_been' reduced to ‘about 18 months.
- This is held due to increased govern-
ient: ‘expenditures during the 'last
 twoyears in Great Britain, France,
‘Italy . and® Germany where research
and experimentation have been sub--
sidized in support of military avia-
.tlon, without regard to cost.”
:'~<f~‘.. ¢ * * .
What 15 the correct pronunciation of the
Japanese einperor’s name? ‘ )
. ‘Hee-ro-hee-toe ' (without accent on
any syllable as 'is the rule with -all

Japanese names).

) e ‘
When the. 'Pulitzer prizes were an-

‘nonnced over the radio, Clayton Hamil-

ton, the drama critic, and Harry Hansen,
the ‘book reviewer, pronounced it “Pew-

litzer.” 1Is this correct?

‘The right pronunciation is “Pullit-
zer.” S

How -much money did each President
spend, dowm. to the year before the

Wotld War?

President Years  Expenditures
Washington .. 1789-1706 § 84,089,000
J. Adams ..... 1797-1800 34,263,000
Jefferson ..... 1801-1808 72,424,000
Madison ..... 1809-1816 176,475,000
Monroe” ...... 1817-1824 ‘147,239,000
J. Q. Adams .. 1825-1829 ' : 66,027,000
Jackson . ...... 1829-1836 152,970,000

There -is some authority | g

‘mortgage’

‘Van Buren ... 1837-1840 122,325,000
Harrison-Tyler 1841-1845 108,905,000
Polk ... ...... 1846-1849 175,477.000
Taylor-Fillmore 1850-1853 179,631,000
'Pierce ....... 1854-1857 255,164,000
Buchanan ..,. 1858-1861 272,934,000
Lincoln ...... 1862-1865 3,352,381,000
Johnson - ...... 1865-1869 1,578,557,000
Grant ...... .. 1870-1877 2,253,386,000
Hayes ........ 1878-1882 - 1,032,268,000
Garfield-Arthur 1882-1885  1,028,224,000
Cleveland ..... 1886-1889  1,077,629,000
Harrison ...... 1890-1893 . 1,412,316,000
Cleveland . .... 1894-1897 '1,441,673,000
McKinley ..., 1898-1901  2,092,019,000
T. Reosevelt .. 1902-1909  4,655,450,000
‘Taft ......... 1910-1913 2,799,212,000 -
Total for 124 years ..... $24,523,046,000

*
Does HOLC work out all right?

The = government organized the
Home Owners’ Loan Corporation for
the purpose of helping, with Tloans,
home owners in arrears with taxes,
payments and interest.
Since the horrowers were already in
distress a heavy percentage of bad
risks could be looked for, yet the facts
indicate  surprisingly good results..
The bad risks are turning out to be
good- payers. Up to March 31, 1936,
HOLC received payments of $267,
799,000, ‘on loans and interest. By
that date the government was to have
received $356,354,996. This means
that HOLC received 80 percent of

the moncy "due it. - The remaining

.| debtors—about 20 percent—are by no

means - classifiable as entirely bad.
HOLC, by March 81, had granted
1,100,000 loans in cities, with less
than 1 percent resulting in foreclos-
ures or volungry%dee(’it“s.

Please comment on the recent national
convention of the Socialist party.

- The 1936  national convention of
lhe Svcialist Party of . the United
States, which finished its work. in
Cleveland, Ohio, on May 26, . nomi-
nated a- strong national ticket and
wrote a platform that points the way
t6- peace, social justice and prosper-
ity. Norman 'Thomas, as Socialist
candidate for President, will be ef-
fective, for he is a brilliant and re-
sourceful campaigner, But it's the
platform that is of first importance,
because it outlinegs the Socialist case
against Capitalism and proposes the

ultimate and immediate changes need-

ed to establish social security.
The small group of would-be dele-
gates (they were not permitted to take
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their seats because others contested
and won the right to attend the con-
vention) gave the convention, for a
while, an atmosphere of dissension,
but the body, by a heavy vote, soon
disposed of these disrupters. The Old
Guard, as the conversatives like to
call themselves, finally split away
from the organization on the unes-
tablished score of the Leftists’ com-
munistic tendencies. Such a reason
couldn’t hold water, because the facts
showed clearly that the Leftists or
Militants (led by Norman Thomas)
voted unanimously to table a letter
from Earl Browder, secretary of the
Communist party, in which the sug-
gestion was made that the Social-
ists and Communists pool their cam-
paign, with Thomas as candidate
for I'resident, and DBrowder, for Vice
President. Had the Rightists been
correct in their criticism of the
Leftists, it seems the Communist pro-
posal would have been accepted, but
instead the convention rejected the
so-called united front. In other ways,
the convention showed its loyalty to
straight Socialism, above all in the
well-constructed platform, which, of
course, is the official utterance of the
party in the present national cam-
paign.

I believe it would be wise to out-
line its main points and make com-
ments where they seem to be needed.
The document starts off with a see-
tion which carries the headline: “For
a Socialist America.” Here we get
a clear definition of the long-term ab-
jective of the party:

“The Socialist Party of the United
States pledges itself anew to the
task of building a Socialist society,
under which the industries of -the
country shall be socially owned and
democratically managed for the
common good; a gociety under which
security, plenty, peace and freedom
shall be the heritage of all.”

I have, on numerous occasions,
pointed out that the Socialist party,

unlike the Communist organization,|

wants to socialize only the large-
scale industries. In another para-
graph, the platform confirms this, as
follows:

“Social Ownership.—~We propose
the social ownership and democratic
control of the mines, the railroads,
the power industry and other key
industries.”

The word ‘“hkey” covers the idea

quite well, though it might be a lit-
tle clearer if it had followed “large-
geale.” However, that’s what ‘“key
industries” means, so let’s not quib-
ble. In this plank the Socialist party
is far ahead of the Communists in
working out a program closer to the
needs of the American people. The
Communigts,  who would socialize

‘everything from a railroad down to a

peanut stand, alre proposing some-
thing which is unwieldy, undesirable,
unseientifiec, and socially wasteful.
The problems of Capitalism -~ ave
created by the capitalistic ownership
of the great engines of production,
distribution and exchange, and mot
by the operators of one-man filling
stations or barbacue stands. So, why
bother with the small fry, when it’s
really the great key industries that
we are aiming at? Here, ag I've al-
ready stated, the Spcialist party
comes closer to the correct policy.
Should America ever decide to leave
its charlatans of the Townsend and

Coughlin type and turn to the scien- -

tific answer, it’s pretty clear that the
platform of the Socialist party would
be the document that would be stu-
died gnd followed.

The Sociglist party, in the para-
graphs just gquoted from the 1936

platform, comes out clearly for de- -

moeracy in indvstry and freedom—
two ideas that are not acceptable to

the Communists, who describe democ- i

racy as g bourgecis myth and freedom

as a license to believe or speak what

o

is wrong. You see, they set them-

selves up as infallible popes—if your

"ideas aren’t exactly in line with the

wishes of the party machine you are
to be denied the rights of speech,

press, assembly, ete.—civil liberties .
which the 1936 Socialist platform -

goes to the trouble to defend, TLet =

\)

me quote the section entitled “Civil

Liberties”: . o
“We wrge the abolition of all
laws that interfere with the right-
of free speech, free press, free as-
semhly and the peaceful activities
of labor in itsg struggle for organ.
ization and power; the enforcement
of constitutional guarantees of eco-
, nomie, politieal, lagal and sacial
equality for the Negro and all other
anti-lynching and anti-Jim Croy-
laws.” '

That, I hold, is an important issue =

that’s met without hedging or guib-

bling.  Attempting no evasioms, -the -
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19368 platform fighte for full eivil
rights—not only for the whites but
for11 the oppressed black minority as
we

The platform’s position on the farm
question is clear and simple. It set-
tles once for all, in words that can’t
be misunderstood, the fear of those
farmers who hold the unfounded no-
tion that the Socialist movement in-
tends to dispossess them and social-
ize Lheir farms. Here are the words
as they appear in the 1936 platform:

“The farmer working his ewn
farm would be secure im its posses-
sian.”

Note here that the Socialists, un-
like the Communists, insist on_pro-
tecling the individual farmer who is
working his own land. Such hold-
ings would never be foreibly collec-
tivized by the Socialists, whereas, on
the other hand, the Communisgts in
Russia went to every limit in their
program of compulsory sgocialization
of the farms. The 1936 platform
holds, however, that great planta-
tions and ranches, or farms operated
by corporations, will be socialized and
operated by farmers’ -cooperatives.
Other important points on the farm
question, as covered in this 1936
platform, follow:

Agriculture. We propose the abo-
lition of tenant and corporation
farming and the substitution of the
usge and occupancy title for family-
sized farms and the conversion of
plantations and corporation farms
into cooperative farms.

We propose that the marketing,
processing, and distribution of farm

" products he taken over by bona
fide . cooperatives and other agen-
cies to be created for this purpose.

We propose that farm priceg be
stabilized at cost of production to
the working farmer, such stabiliza-
tion to be made by representatives
of organized working farmers and
consumers.

1. In the meantime, we propose:
. That immediate relief be provided
for debt-laden working farmers by
advancing credit to working farm-
ers on such cattying charges as
de not threaten the farmer with the
16ss _of his farm.

2. That social imsurance be pro-
vided against crop failures, the cost
of such insurance to be covered by
income, inheritance and corporation
axes.

Aware of the usurpations of the

Supreme Court, the 1036 platform
comes out for a constitutional pro-
gram that will fit the problems of
today, as follows:
Constitution. The adaptation of
the Constitution to the needs of

the times, among other things,
thrtough the farmers’ and workers’
rights amendment  ending the
usurped power of the Supreme

Court to declare social legislation
unconstitutional and granting the
power to acquire and operate indus-
tries; through an amendment mak-
ing future amendments less diffi-
cult, and the child labor amendment.

Here are a few other immediate
demands:

Relief, insurance, jobs. We pro-
pose ah immediate appropriation by
Congress of $6,000,000,000 to con-
tinue Federal relief to the unem-
ployed for the next year; the con-
tinnance of WPA projects at union
wages; a Federa] system of unem-
ployment and old-age pensiong for
persons 60 years of age or over,
with contributions from the Fed-
eral Government, such contribu-
tions to be raised from taxes on in-
comes and inheritances as provided
in the Frazier-Lundeen bill.

Socialized medicine: We propose
adequate medical care of the sick
and injured as a social function,
right and duty, and not as a pri-
vate or public charity. This to be
financed by taxation, similar to the
public educational system or gov-
ernmental functions, and fe be
democratically administered.

Taxation. We propose a drastic
increase in income and inheritance
taxes on the higher income levels
and of excess-profit taxes, and wide
experimentation in land-values tax-
ation.

Labor legislation. We propese
the establishment of the 30-hour
week, the abolition of injunctions
in labor disputes, the prohibition of
company unions, company spying
and private guards and - gunmen,
the prohibition of the use of the
police, deputy sheriffs and militia
and Federal troops in labor dis-
putes.

The 1936 plaform minces no words
when it comes to the section on mili-
tarism and war, We find the party’s
position outlined in the following sec-
tion:

Militarista and War.—We reaffirm
the historic position of the Social-
ist Party of the United States in
opposition to war. We propose
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the drastic reduction of armament
with a view to total disarmament;
the elimination of military training
from our schools; the abandonment
of imperialist adventures of the mil-
itary or economic nature abroad;
the maintenance of friendly rela-
tions . with Soviet Russia, and the
strengthening of neutrality laws, to.
the emd thai we may ward off im-
mediate wars while fighting for the
attainment of a social order which
will eliminate the chief causes of
war.,

Not a penny, not a man to the
military . aims of the government,
unconditional opposition to any war
engaged in by the American Gov-
ernment, '

The Socialist party calls upon the
workers, farmers and all advocates
of 8ocial justice to join with it in .
its struggle to widen the channels
through which may be made peace-
ful, orderly and democratic prog-
ress; to resist all trends toward in-
security, fascism and war; to
strengthen Iabor in its battles for
better conditions and for increasing
power; to refuse to support the
partiegs of capitalism, or any of
their candidates, and to unite with
it in its hlstoric struggle toward a
cooperative world.

In the first half of the 1986 plat— :

form we find a terse, but comprehen-
sive, outline of the ‘party’s ' case
against the old and new deals of
Hooverism and Rooseveltism, with an
enlightening discussion of the faults
of capitalistic economics. These para-
graphs I prefer to use below, in full:
Eight years ago the people of this
country voted to continuc the cap-
italist old deal. The purpose of this
dea] was to preserve the rights of
the few who own most of the na-
tion’s’ wealth. Under the old deal,
the economic machine was pl\mged i
into the worst depression in our
history.

Four years ago the voters of the
United States threw their support
to the New Deal. They elected to
office Franklin D. Roosevelt and
the Democratic party., The New
Deal, like the Old Deal, has utterly
failed. Under it, big business was
given almost wunheard-of powers.
Untold wealth was destroyed. Frices
rose. . Profits advanced. Wages
lagged. Twelve million men and
women are still jobless, and hunger
and destitution exist throughout the
land.

Under the New Deal, attacks
have heen made on onr civil liber«

ties, more vicious than at any pe-
riod since the days immediately fol-

lowing the World War. Gag and

loyalty bills have been rushed

organizérs have been seized, kid-
napped, maltreated, killed.

* The militia has Been used to crush
attempts of labor to organize.
Lyunching, race discrimination and
the development of Fascist trends
have centinued unabated. Against
these infringements  of = human
rights, (he Democratic administra-
tion has kept an ominous silence,
‘Under the New Deal, we are now
spending on our -army- ‘and navy
three times as much as before the
World War, the purposeg of which

are the suppression. of unrest at

.through our Legislatures. Labor

home and the protection and ex- "

pansion of American imperialism
abroad.

Under the capltallst 0ld Deal and -

the capitalist New Deal, America

has drifted Increasingly toward. in-

security, suppression and war.
Insecurity is but the. logical re-

© sult of the workings of capitalism.
For under capitalism, new and old,
- .the many work for the ownerg of
_the machines and land. The owners

will not employ the workers unless
they expect to extract a profit. La-
bor is forced to divide up its earmn-

‘ings with the owning group.

. With their scanty iages, fhef

workers are able to buy only a
part of the goods which they create.
Gooeds - pile up. Factories close.
Workers are ‘discharged. The coun-
try finds itself face to face with
another depression. -

In the past, after a period of hard-

times, we could depend upon the

gettlement of the West, the develop-,

ment of new forelgn markets - and
the rapid expanswn of our popula-
tion to revive industry. These forces
can no Jonger be depended upon as

formerly to keep the system going,
while our gross and unjust. inequal-,
ity of wealth, our monopoly prices.

and our growing debt structure are
sowmg the seeds of more traglc de-
pressions in the days ahead.

Our capitalist system is also sow-

ing the seeds of dictatorship. As.

unemployment increases under ecap-
italism, the masses, to save them~
selves from starvation, are  com-

pelled to make even greater de-

mands on the government for te-
lief and for public jobs. These de-
mands dre Tresisted by the prop-

ertied classes, fearfu] of hlgher.

taxes. Restlessness grows.

Demands for greater appropria;

tions increase. The. struggle be:

7
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tween the house of have and the
house of want becomes ever more
intense. Big business seeks to deny
the masses their constitutional
rights.  Fascist trends develop,
trends that only a powerful and
militant - labor movement on the
economic . and political fields can
successfully stay.

Militarism, likewise, under a de-
clining capitalism, becomes an ever
greater menace, As unrest in-
creases, the masters of industry
seek to use the military forces as
the bulwark of reaction at home.
They support higher military budg-
ets. They look toward imperialist
adventures abroad as a means of
diverting attention from the unrest
at home, and of gaining hew mar-
kets. new investment areas, new
. sources of raw material.

A race begins that can have but
one ending—an international war.
The Japanese seizure of Manchuria.
and Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia are
but examples of the forces at work
under capitalism. These adventures
may wel] be the forerunners of an-
other world conflict.

In Socialism and in Socialism
alone will we find the .solution of
our problem. Under Socialism, the
socially necessary industries would
be socially owned and democratical-
ly administered by workers, con-
sumers and technicians. The farm.
er working his own farm would be
secure in its possession. The work-
ers would no longer be forced to
pay tkibute to private owners. They
would "be able to buy back the
goods they created. - '

Industry, finding a market for
these goods, would run without pec-
riodic breakdowns. TUnemployment,
and the wastes of unplanned indus-
try, would cease. Our national in-
come would double or treble. Every
useful worker would be assured of
high living standards, short hours,
freedom and liberty and a chance
to enjoy a good life. Industrial au-
tocracy and war would pass. An
economy of scarcity wounld give way
to an economy of abundance,

When one reads such a sound in-

telligent review of our problerms
and the remedy for them, one won-
ders why the workers an-d farmers
will rush to the polls next Novem-
ber to divide their votes between
Roosevelt and the Republican party,
for these have nothing tangible to
offer the masses, except meager, tem-
porary relief while the system blun-
ders its way in the direction of a

sham boom that’s to be followed hy
another depression. But here we must
recognize the fact that the cwning
class controls the press radio,
churches, etc., and these mediums are
used to keep the people from estab-.
lishing a just social order. The
remedy is by no means easy, but it
can’t be escaped. The people will
have to build their own press and
party, pledged to a program of so-
cialization. I don’t know what the
vote for Norman Thomas will be this
election, and I wouldn’t even care to
guess, but this I know: The workers
and farmers will give more voteg to
their class enemies than to the or-
ganization that’s dedicated to their
economie, social and political emanci-
pation. But this, T hold, should be no
cause for pessimism. The answer is
to accept the challenge. There’s
work to be done, and it won’t be
hurried by magicians. It’ll take lots
of time, energy, sacrifice and money
—but it’s a j(lb w;ll v:;orth doing.

What’s the position of the Socfalist
party with regard to violent uprisings?
This is one of the points on which
the party differs from the Commu-
nist organization. The latter, of
course, believe that the change to
Soclahsrm can come only by an armed
uprising, while the Socialists hold
that - it’s possible to bring about so-
cial changes, in democratic countries,
through orderly, legal processes.

At the Cleveland national conven-
tion of the Socialist party, in May,
1986, the body outlined its policy with
regard to armed insurrection, in 2

resolution which reads as follows:

The ability of the Socialist party
to continue to rule and build Social-
ism once it has won partial power
will depend upon the active support
of the masses of the nation. The
Socialist party, therefore, firmly be-
lieveg in the strengthening and main-
tenance of existing democratic in-
stitutions through which the Social-
ist will of the masses may be culti-
vated and expressed. The policy of
armed insurrection as a minority
against a stable state machinery is
romantic impossibilism, entirely in-
consistent with membership in the
Socialist party. Advocacy of such a
policy is rejected by the Socialist
party.

The Socialist party, however, will
never surrender cheaply the human
liberties and demuocratic rights for
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which generations -of American
wurkers have pald so dearly, nor will
it permit the will of the masses to be
frustrated by Fascist dictatorship.
In defense of the workers’ rights
and in enforcement of the demo-
cratically expressed will of the
masses, the Socialist party calls
upon the workers to stand ready
to meet reactionary violence with
every weapon at their disposal.

N ok p

What’s your opinion of journalism?

Recently, there came to my desk a
clipping from the Sedan, Kansas.
Advertiser-Journal, a journal which
I’d never seen before, or since. The
clipping had my name on it—proper-
ly spelled, hyphen and all. (I still
read all clippings which carry my
name, and most likely will always
do that.) This piece sounded famil-
far—it read like me, and, by jove, it
was mine, though I couldn’t remem-
ber when I'd written it. Roughly,
I’'d say the piece was turned out at
least 15 years ago, and how it found
itself in the columns of the Sedan
paper is beyond me. The short article
is entitled “Literature and Journal-
ism,” which 1 believe will answer
your question. Here it is:

Literature and journalism are the
same, Good literature is the flower
of journalism, Journalism becomes
great literature when it reports the
immediate but achives more than
temporary significance, While all
journalists are not litterateurs,
it ig true that faithfu] depictorg or
interpreters of life, writers who
catch and hold 1ts values, achleve
more than a passing importance.

After all, what was Plato, aside
from his philosophical insight, but
a great reporter? He heard discus-
siong and conducted interviews. He
reported what he thought was in-
teresting. Aristophanes used the
theater to pass on his comments
on political and social developments.
He was a great editorial writer.
If he were living today he would
probably be a columnist and a very
good one, I believe, I could go down
the line and characterize one im-
mortal after another—Moliere, Ib-
sen, Tolstoy, Balzae, Aesop, Machia-
velli, some of the writers of the
books of the Bible—and the result
would be simply this: Great liter-
ature is great journalism. Journal-
ism did net begin with the manu-
facture of newsprint and the in-

vention of rotary presses. A vast

amount of journalism is found on

stone and clay slabs.

In addition to- creating as good a
journalism as we know how, we try
to go further and beécome salesmen
of the truth ag we see it. We not
only manufacture reading, but we
seek always to create readers. Like
the munitions manufacturers who
sigh for new wars that their ma-
chinery may be kept. going full tilt,
we conspire, worthily, of course, to
create new readers that our presses
may continue to turn out what we
think the public should read.

° o
I wish to take a correspondence course
in accounting. Please advise.

There are many correspondence
courses in accounting. The La Salle
Extension Course, mailed from .Chi-
cago, offers reliable service, but the
price is too high—$165. I believe you
can get what yon want through a
correspondence course offered by the
University of Minnesota, consisting
of 22 lessons at a cost of only $18.50.
I’'m sure you will get more than your
money’s worth if you will enroll with
the Minnesota = institution. (This
reader sent a dollar to have this
question answered in a personal let-
ter, but as I consider the subject to
be of wider interest I've decided to
print both the question and answer
here.)

Knowing th;t the thousands of answers
you have given to questions in the fields
of economics, philesophy, religion, sci-
ence, sociology, etc., indicate that you
follow definite lines of thought, I would
be glad to have you outline methods for
creative, scientific thinking, for it’s only
by such methods that truth can be dis-
covered.

You’ve asked me to tell about some-
thing' that bothers me almost every
day of my life—methods of thought.
I try my best to achieve the truth,
but this is by no means an easy ob-
jective. However, long experience
has taught me several fundamental
principles, which I try to adhere to.

The first thing that always appeals
to me as an effective instrument or
tool is a desire to study the faets
and the ability to get those facts.
When I hear heated, violent expres-
sions of opinion, I try my best to re-
member that emotionalism must be
put aside and the facts, if any, ex-
amined carefully and candidly. I have
found, from experience, that many
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people are given to.violent, dogmatic,
emphatic speech about subjects of
which they have scant knowledge.
When a man isn’t sure about his stand
he usually raiseg his voice and yells.
And I've found that a few facts,
properly presented, can puncture the
most positive disputant. Subjects like
religion, patriotism, nationalism, ra-
cial superiority, ecte., rest on pretty
shaky ground, so their adherents
make up for their factual weaknesses
by resorting to strong, loud, declama-
tory, intolerant utterances. ‘'Their
prejudices are numerous, while their
facts are meager.

Another important feature of
the art of thinking is to make sure
that you are getting support from
real experts in their fields. Recently,
for example, I had an amusing dis-
cussion with Upton Sinclair, who, as
my readers know, has been won over
to the God-idea, Christian Science and
a half hundred other notions that are

dripping with fallacy and bunk. Sin-|

clair, being an emotional instead of a
logical thinker, is given to violent
speech when he touches on a subject
about which he is the least bit un-
certain. So, in order to buttress his
weak Theism, he made the claim that
preachers live longer than other men
because of the help they get from
their religion and the serene life that
comes from. a deep, pure, abiding
faith. Also, that Christian Secience
must be true because its converts live
longer than other people. Here, of
course, Sinclair made his statements,
but failed to quote competent author-
ity ar offer even the slightest support
of facts and data. Naturally, I knew
just how to digspose of my old friend’s
pathetie nonsense—get the facts from
authorities who carry weight in their
field.

I turned to the one man who knows
the answers to the questions Sin-
clair brought up. I refer, of course,
to. Dr. Louis I. Dublin, chief statis-
tician of the Metropolitan Life Insur-
ance Company. The argument about

the Christian Scientists, Dr. Dublin

dismissed with the brief, but devas-
tating, comment that there is no in-

formation available to support Sin-

clair’s conclusions. Therefore, in all
logie, Sinclair had drawn an infer-
ence from non-existent information.

The other issue—that preachers
live longer than the average—was

also treated factually from informa-
tion drawn from Dr. Dublin. Pirst
of all, the preachers—who do live
three years longer than the general
male population—have a higher
standard of living. Second, they have
no occupational hazards. A miner
who digs coal eight hours each day
for years on end can easily shorten
his life by at least three years be-
cause of accident, industrial hazards,
occupational diseases, low vitality be-
cause of bad economie conditions,
poor food, bad housing, cheap medi-
cal service, etc., and, of course, the
general results of fatigue. But the
facts went even further. They show-
ed, for example, that the honor grad-
uates of our greatest institutions of
learning live, on the average, three
years longer than the preachers.
Here we turned to Dr. Leuba, an
authority in his field, and found that
the higher the degree of education the
greater the degree of disbelief in re-
ligion. His numerous statistics plain-
ly permit this conclusion. So Sin-
clair’'s argument—expressed in the
heat of prejudice—blew up with a
bang. A few facts, carefully select-
ed from competent authorities, dis-
poged of his infantilism. Sinclair is
a literary man, and I would listen pa-
tiently and respectfully to his opin-
ions on the construction of a novel,
but I'd have no hesitancy in ques-
tioning any of his inferences with
regard to God, Immortality, Chris-
tian Science, Religion, and the like.
His opinions in these far fields would
have no value with me, any more than
I’'d turn to a physicist like Hdding-
ton for opiniong about Theism. I have
confidence in a great psychologist who
talks about his subject, a great
astronomer, Thistorian,  economist,
chemist, etc., but when the astrono-
mer beging to orate about God, and
the physicist begins to attack Athe-
ism, and the economist tries to make
me a believer in the dogma of ¥Im-
mortality, I’d remember that each
authority is now out of his field.
This question of methods of thought
has been discussed by some very able
men, and at this point I think I'd
be doing my readers a constructive
service if I were to give the methods
and advice of a philosopher, an edu-
cator and a scientist—quotations
which I am able to pass on because
of the investigations made by my
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friend in Kansas City, L. M. Birk

head. :

First, let’s listen to the philoso-
pher, John Dewey:

There are five logically distinct
steps in the process of creative
thinking:

1. A felt difficulty (or the recogni-
tion of a perplexing problem).

2. The location.and definition of
the difficulty or problem.

3. Suggestion of explanation or
possible solution of the problem.

4, Development by reasoning of
the bearings of the suggested ex-
planation or solution.

5. Further observation and expla-

nation leading to the acceptance or
rejection of a judgment and conclu-
sion.
Second, the educator comes forward
with his 10 “rules” which are taken
from “A Decalogue of Good Think-
ing”:

1. Draw an inference early; then
tegt it by comparigon with all avail-
able facts.

2. Weigh the facts with the ut-
most care. -

3. Hold close to the problem, ex-
cluding everything that is irrelevant
and immaterial.

4. Give chief consideration to
typical, as distinguished from ex-
ceptional, facts and cases. N

5. Revise or relinquish the infer-
ence, or withhold final judgment
upen it, if it is found to be in cer-
tain conflict with any single fact.

6. Avoid premature conclusions:
that is, conclusions not fully war-
ranted by the facts, or conclusions
based upon knowledge of only a part
of the facts.

7. Keep the mind entirely free
from bias or prejudice.

8. Think comstructively, endeavor-~
ing to find the right conclusion ra-
ther than merely to prove erroneous
the conclusions or opinions of
others.

9. Accept conclusions willingly as
soon as warranted. by the facts.

10. Refrain from discrediting or
distorting the facts that tend to re-
fute your own views or from mag-
nifying those that support your
views.

" Next, and finally, we come to the
answers of a scientist, Dr. H. M.
Parsghley:

The scientific method, which in
some form I hold to be our only
means of access to objective truth,
is easy to understand but hard te
practice.

The method of sclence is simple

—merely a sequence of operations
that experience has shown will lead
to the discovery of ohjective fact
and usefu] principle.

Here are the steps:

Observation,

Working hypothesis.

Conirolled experimentation or fur-
ther observation. k

Theory or natural law.

Thus it is that reliable knowledge
is reached. ‘

First comes the collection of facts
or data, as numerous and as accu-
rately recorded as 'is possible, Thie
may be a matter of simple observa-
tion, or it may involve the use of"
elaborately constructed instruments.

But it always means painstaking
and extended effort in bringing the
Senses to bear on things. The data
must be ample,

Science provides information that
works, that we can depend on to
pass the pragmnatic test. ‘

More, it provideg all the informa-
tion there is, for philosophy and
religion expressly avoid the ma-
terialistic, observational way to-
ward knowledge.

Thus scientific knowledge, imper-
fect as it is, becomes the criterion
of truth, the touchstone, the well
of knowledge undefiled, that phi-"
Tnsophers and religionists are al-
wayg seeking and never find.

.

It is what we mean, objectively, :
by the word “truth,” if we mean any-

thing in this imperfect world.

But a collection of facts, however .

accurate, is not yet science. What.
do these facts mean? What fea-
tures have they in common? How
are they correlated? Toward what
do they point? - o

Now the scientific method - re-
qnires imagination. Surveying his
classified facts, the scientist waits
upon inspiration. An explanation :
occurs to him which seems to “ac-
count” for all the facts at hand.
This is the working hypethesis,
which may or may not be true.

The next step in the ‘scientific
method likewisé involves reason and
imagination. It is now necesgary to
devise experiments which will show
whether or not the working hypoth~

i
esig Ig correct,

If the hypothesis proves to be :
supported by critically and suffi-
ciently extended investigation car-
ried out under prfoper condittons,
it takes on the dignity of a theory.
or natural “law.” .

It is the possibility of corrobora-
tion or verification by any qualified *
person that marks off scientific faét
from everything else that -may be

/
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called knowledge and that justifies
our imsistence that sclentific fact is
the essential ingredient in truth.

Thus science affords the only safe
basis for understanding the world
and it is the characteristic method
by ;vhich true knowledge is discov-
ered. .

I’ve heard or read many speeches,
sermons, editorials, articles, books,
ete., by persons who are given to ap-
proaching debatable topies with no
attempt at logical development or
substantiation. And, strange to relate,
it’s such individuals who seem to
have the greatest influence with their
audiences or readers. They win their
superficial victories because the aver
age person isn’t anxious to be led in
the direction of sound, logical reason-
ing and the attainment of truth
through verifiable data. Such methods
are too trying on the brain cells. Af-
ter all, thinking is, comparatively
speaking, a recent development in
man’s evolution. What was original-
ly used as a mere center for the re-
ceipt of nerve impressions—like pain,
pleasure, hunger, thirst, cold, warmth,
‘and the like--evolved, through mil-
 lions of years, into an organ capable
of creative thinking. But such an ex-
perience is difficult when the biologi-
cal toolg are immature or unwilling
to go through the hardships neces-
sary for the establishment of logi-
cal orders of thought. I have no fig-
ures to support me here, but, at a
rough stab in the dark, I'd say that
during the past 50,000 years .not
more than one-thousandth of one per-
cent of the human race ever really
tried to use its brains for anything
other than central telephone ex-
changes for the reception of sense
impressions. But this doesn’t imply
such a condition must always prevail.
Education, knowledge, the winning of
truth over falsehood—all these have
been growing measurably during the
past few thousand years, and it may
be a valid assumption to expect the
future to show even greater prog-
ress. But that doesn’t alter the fact
that today the easier way to lead the
masges is to resort to the shoddiest
kind of thinking—thinking that is
nothing more than the expression of
sweeping generalizations that could
be demonstrated only after the most
elaborate verification, and, in most
instances, such verifieation is impos-

sible because the opinion lacks a fac-
tual basis.

Let me quote a few of the general-
izations I've heard in speeches, ser-
mons, ete., and which were given
without proof and accepted without
argument:

Warld problems would he much
easier to solve if men were more
active in church. )

The home is the cornerstone of the
nation.

Morality is the cornerstone of the
church.

The Negro ig inferior because his
biological equipment is inferior.

What this country needs is a
Mussolini.

Sex is obscene.

My race is pure; all others are
mongrels,

My country, right or wrong.

The Immaculate Conception, the
Resurrection, the Adam and Eve
theory of man’s beginning, miracles
—all simply must be true because
the Bible says they’re true.

Russia can never develop ideal-
ism because its rulers are Atheists
and its government is godless.

The soul lives on. . . .

Over-sexed people inevitably be-
come flabby and degenerate,

Religion is necessary to keep the
people from orgies of crime.

A demagogue could work up a
speech that would include every sen-
tence listed above, and he would close
his oration to a burst of applause—
and yet, as I said, every statement
made above is highly debatable. I
could go on like this with literally
hundreds of sentences—all of them
delivered as being as acceptable as
the multiplication table, but none of
them subject to proof, demonstration
or analysis. Sometimes the state-
ments are given in the form of a
question. Thus, frequently, I’'ve
heard speakers defend their preju-
dices against the Negro by shutting
off honest discussion with the rhetori-
cal question: “Well, how would you
like lu have your daughter marry a
nigger?” Or, a supporter of religious
superstition will think he has clinched
his argument and disposed of his
critic by inquiring: “How’d you like
to live in a town that didn’t have any
churches?”

L

What do you think of Candidate Landon?

I’ve given space to Mr. Landon be-
fore, but now that he’s the Republican
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candidate for President I feel I
should restate some of my previous
assertions and add some new ones.
Landon, who is standing as an
arch-conservative among the FEast’s
industrialists and financiers, is being
touted in the Middle West as a lib-
eral. So runs the tune of polities.
But I don’t think the scheme will fool
many intelligent students of affairs.
Landon certainly is no rabid reaction-
ary, but he’s a million mileg from
being a half-way radical or pink
liberal. His record is one long recital
of loyal acts to the great god Capi-
talism. His four years as Governor
of Kansas have failed to produce a
single measure of social security. His
passion has been to balance the budg-
et (which has to be balanced because
the Kansas Constitution demands that
only money in hand may be spent),
and to whangdoodle $200,000,000 of
federal money to take care of the
State’s needy, without so much as a
penny of State funds being avpro-
priated to help the unemployed.
What little money Kansas put up for

relief came from cities and counties.:

In many ways, Landon iz o fine

type of man—honest, simple, affable,

sincere. He has refrained from in-
dulging in patrioteering or red-bait-
ing, and has been a pretty consistent

friend of academic freedom in the

State’s numerous educational insti-

tutions, particularly the university.

Landon really believes in free speech
and the bill of rights.
said these few things—which,
course, should be taken for graontedl
after 150 years of the Republiec—I
can’t think of anything else to put
on_the credit side.

We find, first of all, that Landon
is blackened by hig supporters, for
there never was a candidate in the
history of the country who was sup-
ported by so many reactionaries,
blackguards, semi-Faseists, exploiters,
patrioteers and stinking newspapers.
Take his first pillar of support—Wil-
liam Randolph Hearst. Need any-
thing more be added?

I've followed the Xandon drive
from its ineeption, for some of my
neighbors were prime movers in the
campaign to put Landon over as the
Republican candidate, A few miles
from here—at Pittsburg—is the edi-
tor of a daily newspaper who deliver-
¢d scores of speeches for Landon’s

And having;
of

candidacy, fought for him at the con-
vention, and in a hundred other ways
showed himself to be one of Landon’s
boosters. He stands forth as one of
the section’s worst reactionaries, a
spokesman for the vilest elements in
community, State or national politics.
Landon took his support—as he took
Hearst’s—because, after all, it’s the
reactionaries who own the mortgage
on the Republican party.

Oscar Staunffer, who owns the paper -
on which our Pittsburg editor works,
is the boss of a chain of Kansas news-
papers—something of a local Hearst.
He gave months of his time running
the Landon office in Kansas City be-
fore the Cleveland convention finally
accepted his political pet, and should
Landon make the grade he ought to
zet nothing less than the ambassador-
ship to Liberia as his reward. This
man—Stauffer—is as progressive as
J. P. Morgan and as liberal as Andy
Mellon. And he’s one of the original
Landon men. . )

Then there’s that other Republican
editor and Landon discoverer—
Charley Scott, editor. of the. Iola:
Register—who fought so wvaliantly,.

but fruitlessly, for Hoover in 1932 .

and now hag turned to the “liberal”
side of the street! Mr. Scott is a
typical small-town DMussolini, reac-
tionary to the marrow. And he, of
course, ought to get nothing less.than
the Lord High Keeper of the Seal
when Landon goes into the White
House, if he dees.

And, of course, let’s not overlook
the two Kansas top-notchers—Wil~
liam Allen White and Henry J. Allen,
the latter once governor of this
State. It was Allen who made the
first move towards Fascism, before
we'd ever even heard of Mussolimi or
Hitler, by trying to establish a court
over industrial disputes which would,
in effect, make labor organizations out-
laws once they decided to use their
econemic weapon in order to right
the abuses they must endure. Allen
is known to hate every suggestion of
liberalism. He is devoted heart and
soul to the fleshpots of Capitalism.
And his “bwin brother,”” William
Allen White, is, as I've said before, a
bundle of sentimentality, goo and
mush, who always pastures on the
conservative side of the fence while
he steals occasional looks at the lib-
eral side,.
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And, while we're listing Landon’s
local friends, let’s not forget that he
was made QCovernor twicec by the
great Kansas utilities and oil com-
panies. They put him in office at To-
peka, and he rewarded them by see-
ing to it that not a single step was
taken to keep them from robbing the
citizens of the State. They will, un-
doubtedly, pay liberally to continne
Landon’s fight in the direction of the
White House, and there they will most
likely get the greater rewards to
which they feel entitled. How Lan-
don, as President, could support the
present program of public power
plants, particularly TVA, and keep
the friendship of his original friends,
is quite beyond my powers of com-
prehension. The logical thing to as-
sume is that he will pay back his po-
litical debts to the public utilities by
doing his best to sabotage every gov-
ernmental enterprise that even gmacks
of TVA,

And now, finally, we come to the

Bible, the Moses, the soul and spirit
of Landonism-—the Kansas City Star.
Unfortunately, the Star editors were
not the first to come out for Landon,
but they certainly were among the
first. half dozen, so they can continue
to gloat over their great victory. The
Star stands forth as one of the most
rofctionary newspapers in the entire
world. Compared with the Star, the
New York Times is a Communist or-
gan. It follows a pelicy of hatred
and abuse for any individual or move-
ment that threatens to lessen the
powers of the Capitalists. It will,
until eleetion day, harp on a mnew
tune—“liberalism”—but we who have
followed this paper for a quarter of
a century know it’s real sentiments.
It wants Landon because this man is
safe for Capitalism. It hates Roose-
velt because he saved Capitalism by
spending some money-—an unpardon-
able crime when the Landons claim
they can both save Capitalism and
balance the budget.

About Landon we know very little,
for he has, in fact, been ag undis-
tinguished as Calvin Coolidge in his
most remote and anonymous Massa-
chusetts lawyer days. But we know
enough about him to recognize an
Old Guard Republican whe will play
to ‘the masses for support of his #lib-
eralism” but will give to the Wall
Street elements the things they seek

most—security in the rush for profits,
safety from governmental interfer-
ence, withdrawal from programs of
social security as fast as conditions
will permit. Yes, Alf is as plain as
an old shoe, and he wears the boots
of Wall Street. The Kans®s City Star
has seen to th;t.

LR
Do you plan to print the full text of
the new Constitution of the Soviet
Union?

Up to this writing, I'm still to see
the complete document, but whin it
arrives I'll issue it in full, if I feel
my readers want to study it in its.
entirety. T have seen several good
digests of the Constitution, which I’'m
drawing on for my summary below.
The more I go over this new Con-
stitution the deeper iz my convietion
that we are witnessing one of the
greatest events in modern history—a
happening almost as important as the
Russian Revolution itself. As I've al-
ready mentioned, this move in the
direction of democracy is honest and
sincere—a tremendous victory for
western ideas of government and so-
cial ideals.

From what I've read thus far, it

seems Lhat Russia’s Constitution will

become the No. 1 democratic force of
the world, for these Russiang cer-
tainly aren’t going half way towards
democracy. They seem to have stud-
ied the democratic ideals of the
world, picked the best and rejected
the questionable.

I can’t help feeling that the con-
stant pounding and patient criticisms
of the real friends of the new Russia
have taken effect. Many of us have
written endlessly about Russia’s mag-
nificent achievements, but always
finding ourselves compelled to regret
Russia’s unwillingness to adopt the
philosophy of the modern world which
envisages the fullest civil rights, pop-
ular control dand personal freedom.
Now all this criticism seems headed
for oblivion. The new Russia is set-
ting an example in democracy, after
years of dictatorship- - and political
tyranny.

Democracy has taken some severe
lickings during the past decade, par-
ticularly in Germany and Italy, but
there are not only sure signs of de-
mocracy’s come-back but almost equal-
ly clear signs of Fascism’s decline.
The new line-up is democracy versus
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dictatorship, with Russia, France,
Czechoslovakia, Sweden, Norway, Den-
mark, IIolland, Switzerland, Spain,
Belglum, Englan;d Mexico, and the
United States representmg the
forces of progress, decency, enlighten-
ment and civilization. It seems as
though we’ve been through the worst
of the storm. The future appears
brighter.

Below I give readers my summary
of the new Russian Constitution,
based on incomplete versions:

1. The Constitution opens with a

- general statement of principles, thus:
“The political basis of the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics is formed
by Soviets of Toilers’ Deputies which
grew up and were consolidated as 4
result of the overthrow of the rule
of the landowners and capitalists and
the achievement of the dictatorship
of the proletariat; all power in the
Soviet Union resides in the toilers of
town and country in the form of Sov-
iets of toilers’ deputies.”

2. The document contains 18 see-
tions with 146 articles.

3. When put into practice, accord-
ing to this Constitution, Russia will
have two legislative bodies, compar-
able to our %ouse of Representatives
and Senate. The lower house, con-
gisting of 800 members (one member
to 800,000 population), will be known
as the Union of Soviets. The upper
house (containing about 300 members)
will be known as the Soviet of Na-
tionalities.

4. Both houses will be known by the
general title of Supreme Soviet of the
Tnion of Soviet Socialist Republies.

5. Deputies will be elected by “gen-
“eral, equal, direct and secret ballot.”
Both bodies will have equal ' powers
and righls. Laws, to be effective, must
pass both houses, where they must re-
ceive at least a majority vote.

6. The Constitution itself may be
changed only by the Supreme Soviet
—two-thirds of each house voting for
changes or amendments.

A. Members of both housey are to
enjoy immunity fmm arrest.

8. An article in the Constitution
provides a
citizens in t%eu' right to a job, with
wages to be paid according to the
amount and quality of work done. In
addition, citizens are guaranteed the
rights of study and leisure.

9. All persons 18 years of age or

‘toilers -

eneral guarantee to all’

older automatically become citizens,
with the right to vote or run for of-
fice, regardless of sex, nationality,
rehglon, or social origin.

10, All persons too old to work are
guaranteed old age pensions.

11, This new fundamental law of
Russia declares that “all citizens of
the U.S.S.R. irrespective of nation-
ality and race -have cqual: rights in
all branches of economy, and in gov-
ernmental, cultural, social and .po-
litical life.” Punishment is provided
for limitations placed on the rights
of citizens on grounds of race or na-
tionality. Also, preaching of racial or
national hatreds are listed as crimes.

12. Wealth-producing  property—
mines, mills, factories, waterways,
railroads, cooperative or collective

farms, communication systems, etc.—
are to be the property of the people,
through the state. At the same time,
citizens are guaranteed the right to
own personal property—such - as
homes, small farms which are work-
ed by the people who live on them,
motor cars, bank savings, etc. Also,
persons who are self-employed may
own their shops and tools, provided
they do not exp101t the labor of other
persons. .

13. Every able-bodied citizen in the
Soviet Union must labor, in harmony
with the principle that “he who does
not work, neither shall he eat.” 'The
principle aimed at is: “From every
one according to his capacity, to every
one according to his work.”

14. Under Article 125 we find the
following important deelaratidn: “In
aceordanee with the intcrests of ‘the
and for the purpose of
strengthening the" Socialist regime,
the citizens of the U.S.S:R. are
guaranteed freedom of speech, press,
assemblage and demonstration.”

15. The church is forever separated
from the State; the church is forever
denied any authorlty over the school
system. At the same time every citi-
zen iy guaranteed the right to prac-
tice any religion of his choice or en-

Jgage in ant1-rehg10us propaganda.’

16. No citizen may be arrested; ex-
cept by official action of a court or

' State prosecutor.

17. No citizen’s home may:be vio-
lated, nor may the privacy of one’s
communlcatlon.s be interfered with.

18. Judges are to be elected by -the
people, for three years. A paragraph
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says that “judges are independent

and are responsible only to the law.”|

19, Deputies in either house may
. be recalled by the citizens in their
constituency on a non-confidence vote
of at least a majority. Deputies may
submit. questions from the floor of
either house, which must be answered
in writing or orally by the govern-
ment within three days.

20. Foreigners who escape from
countries to avoid persecution be-
cause of activities in support of the
interests of thc workers, of secionce,
or struggles for national liberty, are
to receive the right of asylum.

Naturally, the above survey, based
as it is on incomplete data, probably
omits many important features of the
Constitution, but we have seen enough
to realize there’s no douht that the
Russiang have gone democratic in a
big way. A dictatorship has express-
ed its willingness to abdicate with-
out violence or bloodshed. When Lhis
document is finally adopted next No-
vember, a nation occupying about one-
sixth of the land area of the earth
will join the ranks of democratie, 1ib-
erty-loving, free countries. Humanity
is taking a lo‘;lg &)rwivd-step.

I have come across the phrase “Hitler
prosperity,” which puzzles me. Please
comment.

Germany is undergoing an artificial
boom because of Hitler’s frantic pre-
parations for his threatened war on
the Soviet Union. The armament in-
dustry is humming, which accounts
for “Hitler prosperity.” The country
is bankrupt, yet busy—getting ready
for its blood balh, which Hitler will
provide unless the masses rise in
their might and throw out their
homosexual tyrant.

Dr. George Bernhard, exiled Ger-
man editor, who, before the advent
of Hitlerism, was one of the greatest
editorial chiefs in Germany, discussed
“Hitler progperity” in New York
City, on June 8, 1936, as follows:

“The great majority of the Ger-
man factories today are working in
preparation for war. Eighty pet-
cent of the entire German produc-
tion is in the field of war material.

The so-called prosperity of which

the Hitler regime boasts is a war

prosperity.

“War is the great game for the

Hitler regime. The economy of the

German Reich finds itself in a posi-,

tion similar to that of a business
man who has already invested in his
enterprise not only his fortune but
even the loan obtained against his
prospective profits. If German re-
armament ceases, German economy
faces ruin, and the mumber of its
unemployed will again be increased
by millions.” .

Before I leave this subject let me
quote a brief note I received from
one of my readers, Dr. Otto Vierling,
2221 Cherokee Street, St. Louis, Mo,
as follows:

"“I llke your Interesting answers
. to questions, and you are, in my

opinion, doing a good work, on the

whole, No one can be expected to
be infallible, and it is good to ob-
serve a man who has confidence in
himself, even though he, as a mat-
ter of course, occasionally finds
himself mistaken. I am wondering
if your views regarding the expect-
ed_collapse of the German govern-
ment’s financial structure are of the

" same callber as were your views
of the certainty of Ethiopian victory
over the Italians! ‘Expert’ opinions
on the then Italo-Ethiopian situa-
tion no doubt supported you therein,
as does ‘expert’ opinion on the
questions of the early collapse of
the German financial structure.
While your reasons—racial, social
and economic—all cause at least
some wishful thinking on the Ger-
man (Hitler) question, by your
venom you probably overshoot your
mark.”

First of all, I must protest against
my reader’s use of the word venom.
A commentator who always rests his
case on facts can’t be called venom-
ous when those facts establish a case
against an individual or a regime. I'll
readily grant I’'m prejudiced against
Fascism and Hitlerism—because T’m
strongly in favor of freadom, the
right to think, unrestricted expres-
sion, tolerance, racial amity, peace,
anti-militarism, free assembly, the
right to organize, the necessity of so-
cialized industry, industrial rights,
and the like. But here I insist that
my prejudices in favor of -civilized

| institutions aren’t malicious but a

sincere regard for the fine things
that make civilization possible,

My casc against Hitler’s Germany
has invariably rested on faects, most
of which have come out of Germany.
The facts, I insist, indicate thdat Ger-
many is bankrupt—without gold, dis-
rupted foreign trade, reduced pro-
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duction - in non-military establish-
ments because of the absence of raw
material, social waste of labor pow-
er in a blind and insane race to mil-
itarize the country, suppressmn of
every  decent thing in -civilization,
complete. lack of credit because of the
world’s hatred for Hitlerism. and a
firm belief in his ultimate collapse,
and numerous other reasons which
have stressed during the time I have
discussed conditions in Central Eu-
Tope,

Dr. Bernhard’s' quotation above
helps ‘make my case stand up, but
I have long anticipated him with
columns of facts and verifiable data.
Here, for example, is a report direct
from Germany, which has just come
to -my desk. It tells that the textile
industry is now working ‘only eight

hours per week, whereas two years

ago the men in this industry worked
at least 80 hours per weekl Why is
this? Because Germany has no money

or credlt to. obtain wool or cotton,

. except for the making of. its soldiers’
uniforms. And yet, the hundreds of

thousands of men and women who are

employed only eight hours per week
are listed among the employed,” and
contribute their share to making
Hitler's claim§ of prosperity stand
up, at least temporarily.

Ag for- my articles on the Ethxo-,

plan gituation, I believe a careful re-
view-of my ertmgs will show that
I predicated Italian defeat on the as-
sumption that the Ethiopians would
have sense enough to refrain from a
frontal attack on tanks, poison gas,
and the other weapons of mechan-
ized ‘warfare, Had the black war-
riors let the Italians come into the
country and then resorted to guerrilla
warfare, it’s safe to guess that the
Italians  would have had a 10-year
job subjugating them. I said the in-
vasion would cost Mussolini billions
of dollars—more than the venture

could ever be worth. Mussolini, early

in June, 1936, admitted he had al-

ready spent $1 000,000,000 on his

Ethiopian campaign, anvd the end
isn’t in sight. The billions will still
have to-be spent. And as for the final
pacification of the country—that  is
still to be achieved, for meager, but
ominolis, reports come through the
strict censorship with the news that
thousands of armed FEthiopians are

still in the mountains and that short,

swift attacks on the Italians are tak-
ing place almost daily. It seems ob-
vious that there’s still years of fight- .
ing to be done before Mussolini rules
all of Ethiopia. The experts, as Dr.

Vierling says, were wrong when they
predicted the defeat of Mussolini.' I
confess I drew on them for many of

I:| my conelusions, but T helieve I was

pretty consistent in never making a
direct, positive statement, always
hedgmg with rows of “ifs, » “huts,”
“perhapses,” and “maybes.” Des;plle
this characteristic caution I'll grant
that behind these face-saving words
was the hope that the Ethiopians
would defeat Mussolini and his gang
of blackguards. I make no apologies’
for having expressed sympathy again
and again for the Ethiopian pecople
and for having hoped they would come
cut of the unjust war thh ‘their
country mtact o w

With rallroad passenger fares reduced
to 2¢ per mile, what are the huses
charging?

When the Rastern rallroads, by
order of the Interstate  Commerce
Commission, cut their rates from.3.6e
to 2e per mile, beg;nnmg June 2, 1936,
the major bus companies in the East-
ern- States slashed their fares from
an average slightly above 2¢ to be-
tween 1.5¢ ‘and 1.75¢. - Round-trip
fares enjoy a.10 percent discount..

LR

Which country is the greatest wheat
producer? ‘

Until recently, the U.S. was' first
in wheat, barley and oats, but the
May 292, 1026 report of the Impenal
Economic Commlttee, London, Eng-
land, says we have. lost first place to
the Soviet Union. In 1934, the world

‘carry-over of grain was 81,000,000

tons; in 1936, it's estlmated 1t’]l be
lesg than 17,000,000.
L S

What’s your opinion of the suggestion
that the colonies of the world be re-
distributed so that each great power
will have access to raw . materials?

In theory the idea sounds fair
enough, but in " practice it means
strengthenﬁ)g Fascism, and that's a
menace te Lhe world’s democratic in-
stitutions. The two countries which
talk most about needing raw . ma-
terialy are. the ‘Fascist: dictatorships
of: Germany and Italy, and they, of
course, are threatening the world with
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8 new war and propagating the phi-
losophy of TFascism wherever dupes
will listen. Hitler and Mussolini are
threats to civilization, and to give
thiem the raw materials they want
can mean only one thing: the war
machines will be oiled and geared to
early activity, If these two countries
had governments as decent and en-
lightened as those of France, Russia,
Sweden, Norway, the U.S. and other
democratic or, as in the case of Rus-
sia, soon to be a democratic country,
one could hardly refuse the plea for
access to raw materials, for the prop-
er strengthening of one democratie
country helps all others. On the other
hand, putting additional power at
the command of Fascist dictators
gives the demoeratic world new head-
aches. For that reason, no steps
should be taken to help these two ty-
rants gobble up new colonies or re-
gain those lost in the recent past.

It’s claimed by Mussolini (and other
imperialists) that the acquisition of
colonies is necessary for his country’s
foreign trade. Please comment,

The argument is weak, and the
facts show the hollowness of the
claim. From 1894 to 1932, Italy’s trade
(both imports and exports) with its
colonies amounted to only 5,561,000,
000 lire, or a mere 1 percent of the
country’s’ total foreign trade. The
amount just mentioned covers a pe-
riod of almost 40 years. From 1913
to 1932 (a period of only 19 years)
Italy spent in its colonies 6,865,000,-
000 lire. This proves that colonial ex-
pansion, in Italy’s experience, is mot
a means of helping foreign trade
but of piling up new deficits. In
Ethiopia, Mussolini admits having
already spent over $1,000,000,000—
the truth, undoubtedly, would show a
much larger sum—and the future will
demand new hundreds of millions of
dollars. How is the foreign trade of
Ethiopia (a country that has always
lived in the worst poverty) going to
butber Mussolini’s bread? The whole
business is a tragic joke,

R I IR
Your articles on the San Francisco
bridge give no data regarding its cost
in human lives. Please explain.

The questions dealt with financial
costs, so I refrained from any digres-
sions. Two bridges are now being
built, the first of which, the Golden
(Gate Bridge, was 75 _percent finished

in June, 1936, and without a man be-
ing killed. The other job, the San
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, which
is twice as long as the former, has
already cost 22 lives, a fact which
has aroused considerable eriticism.
The Bay Bridge will be ready for
traffic in November, 1936; the Golden
Gate will be ready in May, 1937. The
Bay Bridge was made possible by
RFC funds, a;‘ a iost *I?f $70,000,000.

As I am planning fa apend a vaeation
visiting one or more of our national
parks, please list all of them, giving
the size of each.

We have plenty of national parks,
as the list below shows:

Area,
Name Sq. miles
Acadia, Maine ................ 21.81
Bryce Canyon, Utah .......... 55.06

Carlsbad Caverns, N.M. .. 15.56
Crystal Lake, Ore. ... 250.52
General Grant, Calif .. 3.96
Glacier, Mont. ...... .. 1,553.88
Grand Canyon, Ariz. .. 1,009.08
Grand Teton, Wyo. ........... 150.00
Great Smoky Mts.,, N.C.-Tenn. 615.76
Hawaii, Isl. of Hawaii and Maui 245.00
Hot Springs, Ark. ............ 1.58
Lassen Volecanic, Calif. ........ 163.32
Mesa Verde, Colo. ............ 80.21
Mount McKinley, Alaska ...... 3,030.46
Mount Rainier, Wash. ......... 377.78
Platt, Okla. ................... 1322
Rocky Mountain, Colo ......... 405.33
Sequoia, Calif. ................ 604.00
Shenandoah, Va. .............. 275.67
Wind Cave, S. Dak. ........... 18.47
Yellowstone, Wyo.-Mont.-Idaho 3,471.51
Yosemite, Calif. ............... 1,176.16
Zion, Utah .................... 148.26

All national parks are under the
jurisdiction of the Department of the
Interior, which has done well in pro-
viding tourists with such faecilities as
transportation, camp grounds, post-
office service, fishing, hospitals and
clinics, ete. Each park has an office
of the department, to which requests
may be mailed for booklets describ-
ing the places, supplied without
charge. These parks abound with
scenic wonders, game preserves, gey-
sers, beautiful waterfalls, immense
forests, cliff dwellings, glaciers, cav-
erps, mounlains, etc. There are re-
ports that private concessionaires
charge too much for food and lodg-
ing, so I suggest that you go prepared
with a camping outfit or trailer and
an ample supply of food. It isn’t
necessary to tote the food from your
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home, as it’s easy to put in a stock
when you get near the park.
LR S

Is it possible to escape inflation
through the use of our gold reserve?
We have over $10,000,000,000

worth of idle gold in our treasury.
We also have a stock of silver. The
question is: Can we have inflation so
long as we have such a tremendous
stock of gold and silver? The answer
is, of course, Yes. Why? Because of
the possibility that wueh  preecious
" metals will be kept idle too long.
We actually have about twice as
much gold as we have paper money
in circulation. But our keeping that
gold underground tends to lessen its
real effect on the value of that paper,
especially if we were to decide to is-
sue printing press money or commit
other acts of inflation.

Our government could, if it wanted
to avoid inflation, always turn to its
gold supply as a nest-egg. Think of
having over $10,000,000,000 worth of
gold on hand, ready to resume
its monetary function. There'd be
no inflation there! But that, for
the present, seems unlikely. There
seems to be no intention among those
in authority to release even an ounce
of gold. So we must adjust our-
selves to the use of paper money that
can’t be turned into gold on demand.

We have been doing just that for
several years, with a 59¢ dollar—
and who’s been hurt? Doesn’t your
$1 buy goods in the market? Does
it work well when applied to a  debt
or to the doctor’s hill? There’s heen
a great deal of talk about inflation
already being here—but the common
people aren’t excited over such po-
litical propaganda, for lhey know a
paper dollar buys just about what it
bought four years ago, and a whole
Iot more than it bought in the years
from 1925 to 1929.

Inﬂation may be in the cards—I'm
}lz‘ophet———but it seems to me that
ole lot more will have to happen
before we begin even to approach
such a calamitous state. Inflation,
oven the beginnings - of inflation,
isn’t here and won’t be here for a
long time. I don’t believe we're going
to see the time, in our generation,
when a newspaper is going to cost
$1,000,000,000, or a loaf of bread
selling for more money than the gov-

ernment owes, as was the case in
Germany. That kind of inflation
seems ridiculous to get worried about.
There’s a possibility that the dollar
may be further revalued—below our
present 59¢ dollar-—but such deval-
uation, within strict limits, will like-
ly do no harm. -
F e R

In several of his works, Joseph McCabe
makes the statement that Buddha was
a Rationalist, but I’m still to meet with
a few direct quotations to support such
a conclusion. Can you supply me with
several?

Joseph McCabe, in one of his books,
goes to elaborate pains to explain that
it was the original, unadulterated
Buddha who was a Rationalist and
an Atheist, not the Buddha of the
pricots who came after him and in-
terpreted him so that he became an
instrument of religious propaganda.
The original sources show, of course,
that ~DMcCabe is right—Gautama
Buddha was a Rationalist and an
Atheist. If you will turn to Paul
Carus’ The Gospel of Buddha, you
will find the following two sentences
from Buddha—words which ecouldn’t
have come from a religious thinker:

“Better than worshipping gods
is obedience to the laws of right-
eousness.”

“Only through ignorance and de-
lusion do men indulge in the dream
that their souls are separate and
self-existent entities.”

Edwin Arnold, in his The Light of
Asia, proves the sage of India’s Ra-
tionalism with this quotation:

“Do not accept anything that is
oither written or spoken by any

i teacher of any age unless such har-
monizes with reason and bears the
test of examination.”

When I debated with the Rev. Bur-
ris A. Jenkins on the subject “Is The-
ism a Logical Philosophy?” he made
much of the fact that I was wrong in
claiming Buddha among the Atheists.
At the time I didn’t happen to have the
above three quotations, but I’d like
to know how Dr. Jenkins could ex-
plain away their rationalistic view-
point, I intend to inmsert these sen-
tences from Buddha as a foot-note
when the printed version of my de-
bate with Jenkins is reprmted which
I see will be soon.

P A
How many radios are there in this
country?

‘On January 1, 1936 we had 22,
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869,000 radios. It was found that 74
percent of the families in the U.S.
have radios. During 1935, we bought
4,400,000 radios for home use, ex-
clusive of radio -sets for motor cars.
During 1935, 1,100,000 motor car
sets were sold, bringing the number
of such sets now in use up to 3,000,

000.
‘ e

& -
What petcentage of mothers give birth
to twins and triplets?

The Department of Health, New
York City, reports that its records
show out of 100 mothers one gives
birth to twins. Only one in 20,000
gives birth to triplets.

L T

In your various articles on the coeper-
ative movement, you refer only to work-
ing people and farmers. How ahont
professionals? '

Professionals certainly are begin-
ning to learn the advantages of or-
ganizations along - consumer lines.
The Cooperative League News Service,
New York City, recently made a study
of the.types and activities of 138 col-
lege cooperatives in this country,
which were established during the
past four years. In May, 1936, the
following facts were compiled:

Annual Estimated

Members Business Savings

21 Book

Stores .. 23,149 $1,874,300 10%
18 Cafeterias 1,175 184,400 40
48 Dormitor- : i

fes ..... 2,413 286,500 40
2 Cleaning,

-Pressing 2,000 15,000 50-65
4 Buying

Pools 1,760 288,000  10-20
45 Miscellan- .

eous 1,780 110,600 35
138 32,277 $2,758,800

L .

Which reaches the widest public—the
printed word, the movies or radio?
The printing press is still, by far,
the greatest medium for the commun-
ication of news, ideas, information
ete. The movies and radio reach
wide publics, of course, bul support-
ers of these media are given to the
wildest exaggerations. For example,
the advertising department of Time
writes me that its news magazine’s
circulation is 600,000. This, of course,
I accept ag a fact, because the figure
was reached by verifiable means. But
the same source then speaks of its
sereen pictorial—The March of Time

—and offers the highly debatable
conclusion that it appeals to an au-
dience of 12,000,000, Then, the same
writer ventures to say that the
Marech of Time on the air reaches
“something like 30,000,000.” You see,
as verification becomes more difficult
the figures become more "extravagant
—first with the movies, and next,
and worst of all, with radic. I ser-
iously doubt that when the broadcast
of the March of Time begins, one-
fourth of the population of the coun-
try puts everything aside to listen.
But I can’t prove my skepticism by
facts, any more than the advertising
manager can prove his claim of 30,-
000,000 by indisputable evidence. So,
by and large, the advertising manager
wins out by force of iteration and
reileration. Butb thal doesn’t stop me
from inserting a Bronx cheer.
L

What’s the meaning of “gaga”?

It means screwy, wild, extreme,
nutty. %

Which of our Presidents were lawyers?

The two Adamses, Jefferson, Madi-
son, Monroe, Jackson, Van Buren,
Tyler, Polk, Fillmore, Pierce, Buchan-
an, Lincoln, Haycs, Garficld, Arthur,
Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, Me-
Kinley, Taft, Coolidge, and Franklin
D. Roosevelt. Theodore Roosevelt and
Harding studied law, but never were
admitted to practice.

What were the professions of our
Presidents, other than those who were
lawyers? :

Before becoming President, their
professions or = occupations were:
Farmers and planters, Washington,
W. H. Harrison, Taylor; educator,
Wilson; engineer and stock promoter,
Hoover; tailor and pants presser,
Johnson; soldier, Grant; newspaper
editor and publisher, Harding; pub-
lic official, Theodore Roosevelt.

L

Are there many open platforms in this
country where public discussion goes on
freely?

School Life, April, 1936, reports
there are over 1,000 public forumg in
the U.S., distributed as follows:

East, 294; Middle West, 150; Pa-
cific Coast, 130; South, 82; New Eng-
land, " 67; South West, 25; Rocky
Mountains, 20.

A study shows that forum publics
are interested in 22 general subjects,
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of which the five most popular are:
1. International situation. 2. Eco-
nomie recovery. 3. Fascism and war.
4. New Deal legislation. 6. Liberty
and "democracy.

I'd say, roughly, that these five
subjects are also the most popular
with my readers. After all, this
questions and answers policy amounts
to a public forum, and I’ve found
that discussions on the international
situation usually come first.

: L B RS

How do newspapers apportion their
space to various subjects and depart-
ments?

The Review of Reviews, June, 1936,
contains an article in which it’s es-
timated that newspapers devote space
as follows:

Sports ... i i i 24 %
Business and markets ........... 18
Polities ......... ..ot 14
War and other foreign news ..... 10
Murders and divorces ............ 8
Society and social events ........ 8
Syndicated features .............. 8
Local mews ......................: 10

N K
I've read there is ample evidence to
prove that Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy was
a plagiarist. Can you produce at least
one deadly parallel?

Mrs. Eddy, the “founder” of
Christian Science, was an incorrigible
literary thief, as has been shown in
hundreds of instances. - She stole
quotations, which she palmed off as
her own, from the Rev. Hugh Blair's
sermon which appeared in the Lind-
ley Murray “Reader,” which was pub-
lished in 1800, long before Mrs. Eddy
turned to her mystieal -elap-trap.
Quotiations from Carlyle, Amiel, Rus-
kin, Charley Kingsley (which appear-
ed in a book that was compiled by
Jeanne G. Pennington, entitled Phil-
osophical Nuggets) were dipped into
at will by Mrs. Eddy. In addition,
she stole her Christian Science no-
tions from the Quimby manuscripts.
Finally, she was an assiduous scrap-
book keeper, from which she stole
whatever could be used in her moony
vaporings. As for a quotation, I'll
have to be content with only one, be-
cause space won’t permit me to go
into an elaborate demonstration of
her literary crookedness. Let’s quote
a piece from Mrs. Eddy, and then
put alongside it a piece from the
Blair address., This piece has been
used frequently to diseredit Mrs.

Eddy, the latest instance being the
June 8, 1936, issue of Letters.

(Mrs. Eddy)

“ .. The man of
integrity is one
who makes it his
constant rule to
follow the road of
duty, accordingas
‘Lruth  and the
voice of his com-
science point it
out to him. He is
not guided merely
by affections

which may some

time give the color
of virtue to a loose
and unstable char.
acter. ,

“The  wpright
man is gnided by
a fixed Principle,
which destines him
to do nothing but
what is honorable,

and to abhor
whatever is base
or unworthy;

hence we find him

{(Hugh Blalr)

“It. will not- take
much time to de-
lineate the - char-
acter of the man
of integrity, as by
its nature it is a
plain one; and eas- -
ily understood. He
is one who makes
it his constant
rale to follow the
road of duty, ac-
cording as . . the
word of God, and
the voice of his
conscience, point
it out to him. He
is not guided
merely by affec-
tions, Which may
sometimes give the
colour of virtueto
a loose and un-
stable character,

“The upright
man is guided by
a fixed principleof
mind, which de-
termines him to
esteem nothing
but what is hon-
ourable; and to

| abhor whatever is

base or unworthy,

ever the same—at i{l moral condi-
1 s . tion, ence  we
all tmfes the find him ever the
trusty friend, the same; - at all
affectionate rela- | times, the trusty
tive, the conscien- {}'ie“‘zs the l;‘g:g’
P ionate . re )
tious man of b.usi- the conscientious
ness, the pious | man of business,
worker, the pub- ti:f pio:lsl vwol:-

-spiri . | shipper, e pub-
lic-spirited  citl- | 1, ™ opirited cltis
Zen, .».” zeh....”

L

What are the posibilities of failure for
the Blum government?.

Failure, unfortunately, iz always
possible in the present situation in
France, because Blum’s regime rests
on a bloc of minority parties—Radi-
cal Socialiste (liberals of the New
Deal type), Socialists (Blum’s party
and Communists. The Radical Social-
ists are most numerous and could, at
will, overthrow the Blum administra-
tion. . ,

But there are several serious pos-
sibilities, and the Radical Socialists
(who, of course, aren’t Socialists at
all) will hesitate before throwing the
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fat in the fire. This party hates Fasc-
ism and wants Democracy protected.
If it lets Blum down, the Fascists
(who are numerous and prepared, de-
spite the faet that their military for-
mations have been ordered dissolved)
might precipitate an armed reaction,
which would, if victorious, end the
Third Republic and bring Faseism to
the French masses.

All this isn’t quite as simple as
it sounds. The Fascists are facing
milliong (against their hundreds of
thousands) of thoroughly aroused
workers—white collar, skilled, tech-
nical, professional and unskilled—
who are militant and on the alert not
only to stamp out Fascism but go be-
yond the policies of Blum should
there be weakness on the part of the
Blum administration.

So, while it’s possible for Fascism
to win out, it’s also possible—by a
heavier margin—for the extreme
Left to assert itself in all its might,
bringing about not the political and
social reforms of the Blum govern-
ment but a complete social revolution,
with labor taking charge of the coun-
try’s means of production, distribu-
tion and exchange. That would mean
Communist France, if it wins, If it
loses, the Republic will die and the
Fageist reaction will get in.

Blum, who honestly and correctly
_ holds that he was put into office by

non-Socialists and therefore had no
mandate from the people to inaugu-
rate Socialism, is in a difficult posi-
tion. The fact that he is a Jew com-
plicates the line-up. The reactionaries
are bringing in anti-Semitism to help
them establish Fascism, and should
Blum fail he will not only be criti-
cized for having been a Socialist but
he will bring on the Jews the full
blame for his individual acts. The
_I:;rench Jews, therefore, will be in for
it.

If French revolutionary labor is
able to ward off Fascism and bring
a regime of social change to Commu-
nism, there may first be seen a wave
of violence and terrorism, greatly un-
like the recent good-natured “stay-in”
strikes, Real, actual revolution may
be in store for France. If the revolu-
tion wins and French labor estab-
lishes Communism in France, Russia

" will have a more reliable ally in case
Germany should decide to carry out
'its threat of war on the U.S.S.R, in

order to give Hitler possession of the
rich Ukraine district, a vast section
that ecan grow. almost anything. In
such a situwation Russia must move
cautiously. If Faseism wins, Ger-
many will have a new ally in a war
against Russia. If Blum wins, the
government will proceed with its
policy of numcrous substantial con-
cessions to labor without the destruc-
tion of the Capitalist system. Blum,
incidentally, would stand by Russia in
case Germany turned to aggression,
but he wouldn’t be as reliable as a
Communist regime.

Yes, the French situation is inter-
esting, continually sensational, and
fraught with menacing possibilities
or glorious advances for the future
of civilization.

SR TR

Please comment on the Louis-Schmeling
event.

I heard the blow-by-blow reports
over the radio, read a good many
articles by the sports writers, and
wound up with a ringside seat when
the fight was shown on the screen
in a nearby city. I don’t pose ag an
expert on fistiana, but after read-
ing the dope ‘handed out by the pro-
fessional writers before and after
this fight (and a good many other
fights, including the Braddock-Baer
scrap) 1 feel just as competent as
any of them to spill my dope.

First of all, I want to say that Joe
Louis didn’t put up a bad fight. The
boy was a brave, courageous, stub-
born, manly figure during the 1,
rounds that ended in his defeat.
And I don’t believe he's through, by
any means. Louis, to my layman’s
slant, is still to be considered, and
the  future will establish -what the
past almost proves—that he stands in
the same class with the great Jack
Dempsey, who was a natural fighting
man, if ever there was one. And,
while I'm talking about the. great
Dempsey, let’s not forget that that
barrel of wildcats took several knock-
outs when he was in his early twen-
ties, only to come back a few fights
later and prove himself the greatest
heavyweight since the one and only
John L.

The movies showed a Joe Louis
who was magnificent in defeat, &
mighty boy who could take it. Un-
til then Joe had been giving it—but
here, as plain as day, he showed he
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could take Schmeling’s worst, espe-
cially in the fourth round and at the
close of the fifth, when, after the
bell, Schmeling landed a terrific righi
on Louis’ unguarded left jaw. That,
to my amateur eye, marked the end
of Joe Louis in that fight, but the
boy was so stout that he could keep
going until the 12th round, proof in
itself of his ability to take it.

Of course, the fight has given those
addicted to race prejudice an excuse
to say that the “Nordics” are “supe-
rior,” that the white man is “better”
than the black man. Hitler wired
this fighting brown-shirt his con-
gratulations, and Dr. Goebbels issued
a statement claiming that the defeat
of Louis meant the superiority of
the Nazi ideology, which, to my no-
tion, is a new low in Fascist intellec-
tuality.

If the defeat of the black man by
a Nazi means a brown-shirt is the
race’s crowning jewel, let’s not forget
that Schmeling was knocked out by
Max Baer, a member of the hated,
“inferior” non-Aryans. The Nazis
prefer to forget about that. And,
while we're raking up the old fights,
let’s not fail to mention that Max
Baer, after whipping Schmeling, was
defeated by Joe Louis.

Joe Louig is still a boy—only 22
years old—and his future is before
him. He has a great deal to learn
as a fighter, but there’s no reason to
assume that he’ll refuse to train him-
self into a real champion, for he’s
made of the real champion stuff—
heart, hrain and brawn. The fight
with Schmeling showed that Louis is
woefully careless. I could see with
my untrained, amateur, layman’s
eyes that Louis was too confident and
that he was laying himself open to
the German’s strong right. Louis
should have hunched his left should-
er, to protect at least part of his left
jaw. Instead, he left himself wide
open. When the Schmeling rights
came towards him, he didn’t wecave
to the right or duck. Schmeling’s
right is a hay-maker, of course, but
any second-rate fighter ought to know
what to do about it. I'm sure Louis
and his trainers will remedy this in
future fights.

Give Joe Louis a little more time.
In a few years he’ll put on more
weight and take on a few more tricks.
Then watch him become—in my cock-

eyed opinion—a real world champion.
Schmeling may be able to beat Brad-
dock, but I’'m convinced Louis is going
to be able to dispose of both of them,
when he gets wise to himself, works
away from over-confidence, and re-
fuses to lay himself open to blows
that a second-rater ought to be able

to duck.
oo R

I want to go to a labor college—either
Brookwood or Commonwealth, Which
would you advice me to take?

Both institutions are worthwhile
educational establishments for those
who would improve and educate them-
selves sufficiently to be able to render
constructive - services to the union
and political movements of labor. You
will find that Commonwealth College,
at Mena, Arkansas, will cost you
much less money. It might be feasi-
ble for you to spend a year at each.
You will find the time well spent, At
Commonwealth, you will have to en-
dure rather “primitive” conditions,
but they are of a kind that are con-
ducive to good health. These two
colleges prepare young men and wom-
en for the trade or industrial unions
and organizational work along po-
litical lines, There is a third phase
—the cooperative movement—which,
so far as I know, they treat only
from the theoretical side. However,

there has been established a college
(founded by a group of large cooper-

ative societies) in Kansas City, where
students are trained to understand
the theoretical side of cooperation
and, what is of great importance, the
mechanies of the business, by which
is meant general management, buy-
ing, selling, keeping accounts, busi-
ness practice, and the like. It's pretty
safe to say that the cooperative move-
ment is going to make tremendous
headway during the next 25 years
(especially since we are beginning to
learn the meaning of the great ad-
vances made by the Swedish coopera-
tives) so it’s here, I believe, that a
young man or woman can find an
outlet for his impulses to serve the
working masses in a useful, construc-
tive way and at the same time earn
for himself a decent living as an
official or employe of the consumers’
cooperative movement. The two labor
colleges can, and do, give instruction
in the economics of cooperation, but
1 believe you'll have to go to the col-

y
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lege in Kansas City if you want to
leain how Lo slart, organize and run
a cooperative. We have been very
slow in learining the lessons of co~
operation, but the depression has
compelled us to take stock, with the
result that substantial progress has
been made during the past five or
six years, but nothing when compared
to what this country is going to see in
our own time. I may be unduly opti-
mistic, but it’s my notion that the
cooperative movement in the .

will, before very long, become the
biggest business in the land. I urge
all alert, intelligent, self-disciplined,
1ntelhg’ent1y ambitious, social-con-
scious young men and women to be-
come interested and active in this
great movment of the near future.

Do Socialists believe the Roosevelt pol-
icies have made conditions better or
worse? '

A survey conducted by the Ameri-
can Institute of Public Opinion show-
ed that the Socialists, by a small ma-
jority, voted that Rooseveltian meas-
ures have not improved matters. The
nation-wide poll was on-the following
question: “Are the acts of the present
Adminigtration helping or hindering
recovery?’ The results:

Helving Hindering

Democrats ......... 93% 7%
Republicans ....... 10 90
Socialists .......... 48 52
Others ............ 24 76

Al] voters ....... 55% 45%

The above facts were gathered
early in June, 1936. About the same
time in 1935 a poll showed that 57
percent voted that Roosevelt’s New
Deal "'was hold;ng back*recovery.

Are there any figures which show how

many farmers do part-tlme work oﬂ" the»

farms?

The Bureau of the Census reports

that.in 1934, 30 perrcent of our farm-
ers added to their incomes by doing
part-time work off their. farms.

In your articles on the Swedish coop-
eratives you fail to mention whether
or not. the memhership has heen grow-
ing in recent years. Please go into this.

According to a report issued by our
Department of Commerce, 1935 show-
ed a membership of 568,000 in the
Swedish- Cooperative  Union, as
against 550,000 in 1934. In 1934 total
sales were 165,000,000 crowns; in

1935, 178,000,000 crowns., In addi-
tion, the sales of consumers’ coopera-
tive societies amounted to 414,000,000
crowng in 1935; in 1934, 376,000,000
crowns.

LR I
What is the attitude of the public to-
wards the CCC camps?

A survey conducted (June, 1936)
by the American Institute of Public
Opinion shows that the CCC project
meets with overwhelming support

§. {from all shades of political opinion.

A large number of citizens were ask-

ed: “Are you in favor of continuing
the CCC camps?’ The answers
showed
Percentage
Favor- Oppos-
ing ing
Democrats ......... 92% 8%
Socialists ......... 79 21
Republicans ....... 67 33
Third Party. ...... 67 338
Nation .......... 82% 18%

The same citizens were asked:
“Should military training be part of
the duties of those who attend?’ On
this question the Socialists were the
only ones to register a majority vote
against making miltary drill a part
of CCC routine. The vote:

Yes No
Democrats ......... 80 % 20%
Republicans ....... 74 26
Socialists .......... 43 57
Third Party Voters 59 41
Farmers ........... ki 23
Persons on Relief .. 79 21
Young Voters ..... 68* 32

Is Japan’s birth rate holding up?
The Cabinet Bureau of Statistics,
at Tokio, reports, that during 1935
there were 1,028,600 more births
than dealhs, This was the largest in-
crease in the country’s history. In
1932, during which there occurred 2
previous high, there were 1,007,400
more births than deaths. Japan’s
population is ’gxow*pu‘fx‘ at 69,000,000

What are the main business principles
in a consumers’ cooperative organiza-
tion?

The major principles are as fol-
lows:

1. Each member is to have only one
vote, no matter how many shares he
may own,

2, All sales must be on a cash
basis, without exceptions or evasions.

3. Prices of commodities are to be
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the same as the geperal market, in
order to avoid price wars.

4. The members of cooperatives are
to receive their rewards as coopera-
tors in proportion to the amount of
money they spend with the society,
the reward being in the form of a
dividend out of profits, at six- or 12-
month intervals. '

5. If the society plans to expand or

go into a promotion campaign for the

enroliment of new members, the money
for these projects should always come
out of profits, but they shouldn’t be
on so large a scale ‘ag to preclude
dividends to the buying members.

6. No diseriminations against mem-
bers because of race, occupation, re-
ligion, politieal affiliations, ete. The
membership is to be unrestricted and
voluntary.

7. If the cooperative decides to bor-
row invested eapital, interest, if any,
is to be no higher than the rates that
prevail in the gociity’s loeality.

How much net profit has the Ford Mo-
tor Company made?

The Wall Street Journal, June 15,
1986, reports that during 33 years
the Ford Motor Company made an
aggregate profit of $782,016,000. The
official figures:

Gross earnings ......... $12,951,338,000
Paid for materials and

labor ................ 12,109,322,000

Balance ............ $ 842,016,000
Commitments, Taxes

accuring, Wages :
coming due ....... 60,000,000
Net profit ...... $ 782,016,000

I I
Where does the TU.S. get its greatest
© volume of news?

The White House. Everything the
President does iz news, even if he
were to walk ‘across the street just
to buy a bag of peanuts. .

LR R

Nazi propaganda claims that Germany
has the largest labor organization in
the world. Please comment.

Dr. Goebbels says there are 2b,~
000,000 men and women in what he
calls the “labor front.” The workers
are herded into this organization in
order to make possible their complete
enslavement to the Hitler regime. To
call such regimentation a ‘“‘union” is
to make a mockery of the splendid
ideals of the labor movement. Com-
pulsory membership in the “labor
front” brings the Nazi party an esti-
mated yearly revenue of $400,000,000

from dues and other payments which
the laws compels the employers tv Jde-
duct from wages and turn into the
treasury of Hitler’s gangsters, This
amounts to more than $1,000,000 per-
day, which German labor must pay
for the “privilege” of having its
cost of living go up, its wages down,
its right to organize in free unions
outlawed, its denial of everything
that goes to make life worthwhile in
a civilized community—such as free-
dom of expression, the right of a free
press, free assembly, and inquiry. It
took the Hitlerites to figure out a
racket in which labor is made to pay
for the “privilege” of being enslaved.
That’s the unk’t‘imdist cut of all,

L b
Where are all these pro-Fascist and
‘semi-Fascist organizations getting their
funds?

Investigations conducted by a Sen-
ate Committee show that our dozen

‘or more U.S. versions of the Nazi

movement are getting their money—
—gobs of it—from industrialists,
bankers, utilities and corporations.
The inquiry showed that the follow-
ing Fascist outfits received financial
aid from the nation’s red-baiters, la-
bor exploiters and robbers of the con-
sumers: American Liberty League,
Crusaders, Minute Men and Women
of Today, National Economy League,
the Sentinels of the Republic, and a
few others. During 18 months prior
to June, 1986, the above organiza-
tions of tin-pot Hitlers received from
wealthy exploiters the tidy sum of
$1,084,604.62. Here are some..of the
important contributions and the open- .
shoppers who coughed up the kale:

duPont family ............... $204,045
duPont associates ............ 152,622
Pitcairn family ............... 100,250
J."P. Morgan associates ...... 68,226
Mellon associates ............. 60,952
Rockefeller associates ........ 49,852
Hutton (E. F.) associates ..... 40,671
Sun Oil associates ............. 37,260
Banks and brokers ........... 184,224
Utilities companieg and as- ’
sociates .................... 27,069
Total ................... . $929,974
ol

How eﬂicien‘t are boughten teeth com-
pared to a natural set? o

About 10 percent.
L

Please co?nment' on the new Russian
Constitution. .
The Soviet Union will have a new
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Constitution when the present period
of discussion and correction passes
and the - document is ratified. The
result, in' the main, of the mind of
Stalin, this new declaration of fun-
damental law indicates one thing
above everything else—Russia 1is
headed away from dictatorship and
is going in the direction of real de-
moeracy.

I haven't seen the original docu-
ment, but several careful resumes

have heen received in this country,)

which show conclusively that Russia,
despite the threats of war on two
fronts, feels strong enough to volun-
tarily abdicate its dictatorship and
turn to .parliamentarism, the secret
ballot, equal rights for all citizens,
the natlonal guarantee of employment

insurance, the protection of the full
civil rights of the individual  citizen,
the right to hold personal property,
free speech, free press, free assem-
bly, - and the full answerability of
government officials to the demands
of the citizenry.

It would be the essence of folly to
question the sincerity of this gigantic
move. American capitalislic newspa-
pers have already voiced their skep-
ticism over this “conversion,” but
almost two decades of treating Rus-
sia have shown Américan editors to
be notoriously incompetent or acutely
dishonest. Durlng the first few years
of ‘the Soviet regime they were sure
the administration would collapse—
usually next month or the month fol-
lowing. Then they were sure the
Five-year Plan would be an appall-
ing failure. Then they were sure the|:
Second Five-year Plan wouldn’t re-
snlt in the eountry’s industrialization.
Now they're sure Russia’s democracy
will 'be found only on paper. I hate
to break bad news to these incurable
vietims of wishful thinking, but it
seemg pretty certain that Russian
democracy is going to be the real
thing—as real as Stalin’s tremendous
program of mdustrlah‘iatlon

. o
What was the result of the recent poll
on tha auestion of gix-year terms for
our Presidents?

On June 14, 1938, the American
Institute of Public Opinion, released
to itg string of newspapers (the
body has a high-sounding name for
8 newspaper syndicate) the results

of its inquiry into the question:
“Would you favor changing the term
of office of the Président of the
United States to one six-year term
with. no re-election?”

According to the Institute’s direc-
tor, Dr. George Gallup, the American
people are, by a heavy majority, still
in favor of the old-fashioned way of
electing a President every four years.
The poll shows that 74 percent of .the
people opposed limiting Presidents to
one six-year term.

The party votes were: Democrats,
Yes, 26 percent; No, 74 percent. Re-
pubhc(ans, Yes, 27 percent; No, 73
percent. Soclahsts, Yes, 26 p)ercent
No, 74 percent. Others, Yes, 29 per-
cent; No, 71 percent..

At the same time the Institute

or its equivalent in the form of social|asked: Should a President be eligible

for a third term? The party votes
were: Democrats, Yes, 56 percent;
No, 44 percent. Republicans, Yes, 22
percent; No, 78 percent. Socialists,
Yes, 39 percent; No, 61 percent.
Others, Yes, 29 percent No, 71 per-
cent. Nationally, the vote was. Yes,
43 percent; no, 57 percent.

The polhng expenses are paid by
the 72 newspapers which accept the
Institute’s services, Thus far, the
Institute hag been umformly accurate
It was organized early in 1934, with
offices in Princeton, N.J.

TR B 3
You have, on several occasions, referred
to Mussolini’s syphilis. Have you any
independent guotationg to offer in sub-
stantiation?

I have, in the past, quoted . from
authentie gources. ‘I can add a quota-
tion from Isaac Goldberg, which is,
in turn, a quotation from George
Seldes’ Sawdust Caesar, Goldberg,
who has just written a book about
the international  journalism of
Seldes, and which I have read in man-
uscmpt form, refers to Mussolini’s
lover of years ago, Dr. Angelica
Balabanoff, for it happens that Mus-
solini, unlike pansy Hitler, has had
a varied, and quxLe normal, sex life.
Says Goldberg in hig new work en-
titled Mussolini Exposed:

“And now,. one of the SImplpﬁt
most damaging lines in Seldes’
book: ‘There is no mention of her
in the Duce’s autobiography.’ She
is a part of a repudiated past. It
was to her that he first confided his
wretchedness; his father’s drunken-
ness and the gloom it cast over the :
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son. It was to her that he confided,
too, ‘a congenital sickness for which
I have to thank him.! This is im-
portant, not as scandal, but as a
contribution to the history of Eu-
rope today. If Mussolini is syphi-
litic, much in his paranoid career
finds a pathological explanation,
and serves to emphasize the effect
of a ruler’s physio-psychological
condition upon the coursc of cvents.
There is likewise material for
thought in the story of Hitler'’s
homosexuality, History may, by
and large, move inckorably to its
crises, channeled by the major
forces of economics; it nevertheless
is colored by the characters of its
exponents.”

I consider the above to be most em-

phatiec and c.ogclusive substantiation.

) L3
What sjze is the average path of a tor-
nado?

Thirty miles long and 1000 feet
wide.
L k3

Did any of our Presidents ever show
anti-Semitism? -

So far as I know my American his-
tory, only one, U, S. Grant, showed
himself to be a bigoted, crass anti-
Semite, in a single Civil War inci-
dent.  The facts will be found re-
stated in the magazine Letiers,
June 8, 1936.

When Grant was a major general
in charge of the Department of Ten-
nessee he pretended to be concerned
seriously over the activities of cot-
ton smugglers, who sneaked cotton
(worth about $1 per pound) through
the North’s lines from the South. [
say “pretended” advisely, because the
facts show that Grant’s father, Jesse
Grant, was himself engaged in this
traffic at the very time Grant took
draslic and unjust action against the
Jews, an unwarranted attack on a
people as a whole in order to camou-
flage his own father’s cotton smuggl-
ing. In fact, while it’s true a few
Jews were engaged in that business,
most of the cotton sgpeculators were
non-Jews, as was Jesse GQraul. Afler
Grant issued his amazingly unfair
order, the facts were placed before
President Lincoln, who quickly re-
scinded the Grant order. This all
sounds strange, but it’s well to re-
member that Grant was a man of
very low character and integrity.
Even as President he countenanced
one of the worst orgies of graft in

our nation’s history. Brilliant, cour-
ageous and resourceful in so many
ways, ebpeudlly as a military leader,
Grant was given, in ordinary trans-
actions, to a low grade of ethics and
meager respect for the truth. The
order, as issued by Grant, follows:

Headquarters 13th Army Corp,
Department of Tennessee,
Oxford, Miss,, December 17,
General Orders—No. 11.

The JEWS, AS A CLASS, violating
every regulation of trade establish-
ed by the Treasury Department
Orders, are hereby -expelled from
the Department within 24 hours
from the receipt of this eorder by
Post Commanders, They will see
that ALL THIS CLASS OF PEOPLE
are furnished with passes and re-
quired to leave, and any one retuvn-
ing after such notification, shall be
arrested and held in confinement
unti] an opportunity occurs of send-
ing them out as prisoners, unless fur-
nished with permission fruom these
- headquarters. No passes will be
given THESE PEOPLE to visjt
these headquarters for the purpose
of making personal applxcatlon for
trade permits.

BY ORDER OF -
MAJOR GENERAL GRANT

In its issue of January 3, 1863, the
Louisville, Kentucky, Daily Democrat
published an editorial which shows
how Grant's outrageous order was
received at the time, and which I
quote below:

“General Grant has issued an. or-;
der expelling all the ‘Jews as a
class’ from his lines within 24
hours. Hig lines extend to Paducah,
where all the Jewish citizens, some
of whom have resided there for the
past 12 or 13 years, were expelled.
This is certainly the most extraor-
dinary. unwarrantahle - order we
ever heard of. The expulsion of a
whole class of people by wholesale,
and that, too, allowing them only
24 hours to leave! Of course this
order will be rescinded even in
these strange times; but the injus-
tice in. the meantime, and the fact
that a military order of such a
character could be issued, is start-
ling. We understand the matter
will be laid before the authorities
in Washington, when we shall, of
course, expect to see it nullified and
repudiated.”

In the Grant anti-Semitic out-
burst we see the time-worn taecties
of the Jew-baiters. If anything goes
wrong, or if it’s necessary to find a

1862
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goat, blame everything on the Jews.
That’s what Hitler and hig hoodlums
did, and the same has been the prac-
tice wherever charlatans and frauds
have found it necessary to cover a
grave ihjustice with a serious crime
against an innocent, helpless people.
Anti-Semitism is a disease of the
mind-—a vhobia that requires the
knowledge of a psychiatrist in order
to be properly understood.
L

What’s the state of public opinion re-
garding the shortening of the work
week in order to reduce unemployment?
The American Institute of Public
Opinion, whose polls I've referred to
frequently, took a nation-wide vote
among 100,000 citizens on the ques-
tion of whether the hourg of labor
should be reduced, and whether exist-
ing wages should be maintained. The
average vote was 84 percent in favor
of the shortened work week; 16 per-
cent against such a change. The
yes-votes follow: :

Shorter Same
work week wage level
Democrats ........... 86% 90%
Republicans ......... 61 74
Socialists ...vevvrrve. [:]] 94
Third Party ......... 78 90
Principal groups of voters:
Farmers ............. 63 % 66 %
Women ...viveevsonss 80 87
Young people ........ 80 89
On relief ............ 6 94

Can you tell me how the fertile areas
of the world compare in size with the
deserts?

Recent estimates place the earth’s
fertile area at 33,000,000 square
miles; deserts, 5,000,000 square miles;
steppes, 1,000£00 square miles,

‘ *
How far can thund:x;r be heard?
Scientists claim that thunder can’t
be heard more than 20 or 25 miles.
a e e ok
What kind of carg and tractors are
being produced in the Soviet Union?
The Soviet Union’s motor car
plants have an arrangement with
Henry Ford whereby they are per-
mitted to have access to Ford’s pro-
cesses and patents, with the under-
standing that none of the cars is to
be sold outside Russia. The financial
terms haven’t been made public, so
far as I know. If you saw a Russian
motor car running down the main
street of your town you’d imagine it
was made in Detroit, because it’s

almost an exact replica of the cars
we buy from Henry. Production is
fairly large, compared with countries
other than the U.S. Roughly speak-
ing, our plants could turn out Rus-
sia’s entire year’s production in about
a week, which gives one an idea of
how vast our industry is.

What are the latest figures on losses
caused by fires?

The National Fire Prevention As-
sociation reports that during 1938
U.S. fire losses amounted to $259,-
000,000, the ltzx‘wes; since 1916.

-

*
What is Balbo doing? Did he partici-
pate in the air force activities during
the Italo-Ethiopian War; and if not,
why?

‘When Balbo led a squadron of air-
planes from Rome to the Chicago
Exposition a few years ago he re-
ceived such a vast volume of favor-
able publicity that Mussolini began
to. fear he had built up a rival for
his position of power over the Italian
people, so he “promoted” him from
the office of director of aviation by
kicking him upstairs to the governor-
ship of Libya, in North Africa. Bal-
bo had no part in the war on the

| Ethiopians,

One of the original Fascists, Balbo
helped put Mussolini in power and
always served him with all his pow-
ers, not even stopping at the most
terrible crimeg imaginable. It was
Balbo who ecarried out Mussolini’s
orders to have the great Socialist
senator, Matteotti, murdered because
of his eaustic eriticisms of Mussolini’s
policies. Balbo has the perfect Fasc-
ist psychology, which means he is
capable of any act of blackguardism,
hooliganism, assassination, persecu-
tion and tyranny. But loyalty isn’t
enough for Mussolini, for the dicta-
tor iy always jealous about his fu-
ture powers. No sooner does a lieu-
tenant become too popular or too
powerful than the Duce turns on
him and strips him to the skin.

Another case is that of General
(now Marshal) Pietro Badoglio, who
conquered the Ethiopians so rapidly.
When he returned to Rome, Mussolini
met him as he landed and rode with
him to his palace, but at a speed of
40 miles per hour, which meant that
the tens of thousands of spectators
got only a glimpse of the “hero” and
hardly a chance to let loose a cheer.
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This is typical of Mussolini. He is
ever jealous and can’t tolerate a sit-
uation in which someone other than
himself gets a cheer or a pat on the
back. In Badoglio’s case the fear was
especially acute, because this old
fighter isn’t a Fascist and never was
one. He is a regular army man an
therefore strongly in favor of the
king and his House of Savoy. He
looks on Mussolini as an upstart bull-
dozer and hates the sight of him.

If the House of Savoy were ever
to decide to put Mussolini on the
shelf, the job, most likely, would be
done by Badoglio, who has shown, in
the past, a readiness to give Musso-
lini the boot. Some years ago, as I
mentioned before, Mussolini.planned
on wiping out the House of Savoy
and having himself - declared king.
When Badoglio heard of this, he moved
a large number of regular army men
into Rome and sent word to the Duce
that a single move to earry out his
plan would result in a grave crisis.
Mussolini backed up, but never for-
gave him,

When he started his campaign in
Ethiopia, he hoped to make it a pure-
ly TFascist spectacle, putting ot the
head of the troops the old and in-
efficient General De Bono, who, as
the record shows, made a glorious
mess of things in Northern Ethiopia.
after taking Adowa without resis-
tanee. Had this Fascist—who took
part in the original march on Rome
—remained at the head of the Italian
army, it might by now have gone
perhaps 100 or 150 miles into Et‘hio--_
pia. [

In order to remedy this situation,
Mussolini had to swallow his pride
and take the Fascist from power and
put in his place the regular army
man who knew a few thingg about
fighting. Until then the press re-
ports gave the world the impression
that the war was being fought by a
few Fascist minor bosses, Mussolini’s
two sons and his son-in-law. The
press reports released from Rome
made it appear that these three young
men and two or three other Fase-
ists were conducting thce war all by
themselves. But Badoglio soon stop-
ped this, ordering Mussolini’s pets
out of the three-ring ecircus and set-
tling down to serious fighting. Mus-
solini hated this, but knowing -that
his own tools had just about spoiled

d | How far ig a

his chances, he took what Badoglio

had to offer, knowing all along that he

was building up a personality who

might some day unhorse him.

And that’s all the dirt I can thin
of now. ‘ .
I S

light-year?

A light-year is 6,000 billion miles,
S A .

Pve heard tell that Hoover had several
millions worth of gold which he tried
to smuggle out of the country when
Roosevelt first took eoffice, and that it’s
because Roosevelt confiscated this gold
that - Hoover’s so sore at him. Is this
true?

Our recent Lord High President,
’erbert ’oover, has been guilty of
many shady practices during hig ca-
reer, hut this particular yarn iz all

bunk.
L B .
What political parties did our Presi-

dents belongz to?

Federalist, 2; Republican-Demo~
cratic, 4; Whig, 3; Democratic, 9;
Republican, 18. Total: 31.

A .

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ]
Reviewed by H. Emery, in The Llano
Colonist, June 13, 1936.

When E. Haldeman-Julius changed
The American Freeman over to a
“question and answer” publication, he
paved the way for the issuance of
this geries of books. All six wol-
umes are reprints in convenient,
more permanent form of the mater-
ial first issued in newspaper format.

Here are questions and answers -
on almost every comceivable - sub-
ject . ., the answers being written
by E. H.-J. himself. Moreover he oc-
casionally refers to someone who ean
speak with authority, or quotes from
such a source. ‘

The whole idea, of course, builds the
reader-interest which leads other pa-
vers to run special departments or
columns of answers to reader-ques-
tions. Going further, Haldeman-Julius
has decided that if a department is
good—and a commercial success—a
whole paper will be better and more
of a success. But even that does not
cxhaust the possibilities, for many
of his 25,000 readers and other cus-
tomers will buy the same material
again in its more convenient and us-
able form.

Really, however, the books are val-
uable and  educational, and in large
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part carry on the ideas that E, H.-J.
has stood for. Several times in the
geries he states these aims very clear-
ly. “It happens that I am just a
small town printer who thinks ideas
are important,” he says in one place;
and in another adds, “I'd rather pub-
lish one hook by a Joseph MeCabe
than a thousand tomes by a Harold
Bell Wright.” ' ‘

Many of the questions are purely

factual, and are answered with the
most reliable “information to be had.
Others seem ¢o call for a facetious
answer, and sometimes get it. Many
give the author a chance to get in
some good licks against censorship,
Fageism, Hitlerism, and the thousand
and one varieties of bunk that he de-
lights in exposing. Some give him
the opportunity to vonture on an es-
say of seversl columns in length,

As one would expect, there is con-
giderable variation in the quality of
the material. . . . .

. Some answers aré almost epigram-
matic in their quality. For example,
when a reader inquires as to why he
still believes in “the democratic non-
sense of counting of heads,” E. H.-J.
replies: “Because it is better to count
heads under a democracy than to
bresk heads under a dictatorship.”

*A careful index adds gieatly to the
value of the books, making it easy to
locate the most important points.
Every question is indexed once. How-
ever, I hope that in future editions
some of the longer answers will he in-
dexed ‘under a number of possible
headings, so as to make this part of
the book a complete guide.

The first three volumes have the

questions and answers cladsified into
several departments of thought, such

as Democracy vs. Dictatorship, Bank-

ing and Finance, Medicine and
Health, Philosophy, Science, etc.

All six are attractive, stimulating,
and valuable books for the person who
wants short, informative bits, and
are a worth while addition to his
series of quli:ati;ns.

3

Dow't tell me that the United States is
“different” from Nazi Germany, with all

our lynchings, K.K.X’s, Black Legions.

Kangas City elections, labor-spy sys-
tems, and our War Department 1933
plans for the regimentation of all per-
song over 18, when necessary.

To take a few conditions which are
really superficial and use them as

arguments for the claim that Ameri-

ca is in the same class with Hitler’s
Germany is to resort to ececentric
thinking. I certainly don’t believe
it’s necessary to review the horrors
of today’s Germany—I've done more
than my share in exposing them
since January, 1933. I'm yet to meet
a civilized person who would even
dream of defending Nazi Germany.
But once in a while I hear remarks
along the lines of the above, regard-
ing the United States, and frankly
I’'m pained by such shallow thinking.

The first thing that puts the U.S.
a million miles away from Germany
is the fact that horrors and the ter-
ror are government-inspired and gov-
ernment-supported . in Germany,
while in the U.S. we find that the
anti-social * aects of minorities are
nothing more than behavior outside
the sphere of the regular government:
For example, if lynchings were legal-
ized, if we conducted a propaganda
department to teach our young: men
and women how and when to lynch,
if we protected lynchers with all the
powers of the courts, the Constitution,
the laws, ete., then, and only .then,
would it be fair to even compare the
U.8: with Germany. I've done my

| best, during almost 30 years of jour-

nalism, to~ arouse public sentiment
against lynching, but my feelings
against lynching won’t permit me to
put my intelligence aside and exag-
gerate a situation out of all fairness,
though our lynchings are certainly
most deplorable,

‘As T’ve shown before, more than
95 percent of our lynchings (which,
by the way, have been growing fewer
in number as the decades pass) “oc-
cur in rural, backward sections of the
country, particularly in 'the deep
South. The great cities of the South
rarély have a lynching, while there
are entire States in the North that
have NEVER had a lynching since
the foundation of the Republic. It'’s
unfair to blame the entire country for
the eriminal aectivities of a seetion in-
habited by uneduicated, unprogressive,
primitive people. Your best educated
Southerners—men and women—are
strongly opposed to lynchings, as-the
activities of Southern organizations
have shown during the past five or
10 years. Yes, lynchings are terrible
things, but the answer isn’t to say
we’re like Germany (where lynchings
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of Jews are conducted under official
auspices) ; the real remedy is to get
behingd the federal anti-lynching law,
which could, in a few years, make
the erime of lynching a thing of the
dark, terrible past.

Yes, we have hoodlums who func-
tion under the banners of the K.K.K.
and the Black Legion, but let’s be
fair about this matter., The K.K.K.
gangsters who conducted that flogging
in Florida recently were tried in
court and found guilty by a jury of
12 Americans. In Germany they would
be given rewards by the State if
they were careful to beat up the
people Hitler, Goebbels and Goering
think ought to be flogged. As for
the Black Legion, let’s not forget that
the full powers of the State of Michi-
gan are being used to bring that gang
of murderers to justice. The crim-
inals who have beén detected are in
jail, while in Germany they would be
parading the streets lookiug Lor new
vietims, with the full approval of a
mad, medieval, sadistic government.

Yes, Kansas City elections are dis-
graceful. The machine run by Catho-
lic priests and Pendergast is a
source of shame and humiliation to
all Americans who believe in the prin-
ciples on which the Republic was
founded, but here again we are find-
ing what amounts to an exceptional
condition which c¢an - be Tremedied
once the people are aroused to the
enormity of a priestly-political line-
up of crooks and grafters. The Amer-
ican people have the weapons in their
hands with which to drive out such
rascals. But, let me hasten to add
that there are few cities quite as rot-
ten as Kansas City, while most of
them—with Milwaukee at the head—
are run, decently and honestly, with
the smaller communities. and the
rural sections frequently showing
that democratic methods and ideals
can be maintained when the citizenry
believe in such ideals. But in Ger-
many, the kind of people who have
corrupted Kansas City are the officials
of the entire country, and they in-
dulge in graft, robbery, tyranny,
gangsterism as a regular part off
governmental policy. There’s quite a
difference, I insist.

The labor-spy condition is rank, I
agree, but here we could easily outlaw
such hoodlumism if we were to make
proper use of our ballots. America is

one of the few countries in the world
to permit labor-spies and organized
gangs of strikebreakers and gunmen
to terrorize labor. In Mexico, such
riff-raff are thrown . into jail, In
England there have been strikes for
76 years WITHOUT A SINGLE
DEATH FROM VIOLENCE. Look
at France during June, 1936, when
about a million men and women went
on strike—and won—without a peep
from anything that even remotely re-
sembled a labor-spy or provocateur,
If American labor were to organizc

itself with the same energy and in-

telligence as have been shown by the
workers in England and France, it
would have mnothing to fear from
gangsters employed by the bosses.

But in Fascist Germany the system
of lahor-spies is a fundamental de-
partment of the government it-
self. Every worker is  spied
upon in order to learn what his
opinions are regarding the govern-
ment and the capitalist system, what
he reads, what he listens to over the
radio, whom he meets when he goes
to a beer hall—all in the name of
Hitlerism and the Fasgcism that en-
slaves and degrades labor. Ameri-
can labor is free to fight a fair fight,
and it ean win tremendous victories,
if it will learn to funection in the field
of unionism, in the field of political
action, and in the field of consumers’
cooperatives,. ’

1It’s true, as my correspondent says,
that our War Department, in 1933,
drew up a plan (which hasn’t been
accepted- yet by Congress) to prac-
tically make every able-bodied man
over 18 a part of the war machine,
either in the army or in the, fields of
industry. . When a bunch of  officers
get together. to consider any future
war they can’t see anything less
than an army that . holds every. man
in the country. That’s the military
mind, and it’s . hard to change it.
But, let’s not forget that the Ameri-
can army and navy are both answer-
able to the civil government, even in
war time, and the c¢ivil government is

directly answerable to the people, so

if the American people don’t want to
be regimented during the next.war
they have the power to assért them-
selves and show the officers just
where they - belong in the American
scheme of things, But, in Germany,.
in peace times, we already have the
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regimentation of every man and wom-
an in the country. You can’t go to
school, work, or do almost anything
else without answering to the govern-
ment. You are already, in peace-time
Germany, in the army, whether in
the army itself or on the labor front.
One’s occupation, education and cul-
ture are made subordinate to the will
of the military masters of Germany,
and that's regimentation that’s work-
ing in the here and now. Think of
comparing the paper scheme of a
bunch of officers. for some future
event (which can be nullified by the
people if they wish) to the everyday,
living, tyrannical, militaristic, un-
civilized regimentation of Hitler’s
Germany. The comparison just
doesn’t make sense, .

America isn’t. perfecl. There’s
room for improvement. We. haven’t
- reached utopia; by any means. But
we still “have our full -rights  as
American citizens, and if -anything
is wrong (and lots is, of course) we
- should, by all means, use our pow-
‘ers as free men to make America
worthy of the founders’ highest

ideals. I doubt that Anierica or any
other country will ever be perfect..

We shall, like the rest of the civilized
world, always = have dislocations,

crime, anti-social behavior, individual

violenee, and the like, but a society
can defend itself against such dif-
ficulties., That’s the important thing.
Let’s remember to appreciate the
good while we criticize the bad. It’s
_foolish to be eternally destructive
about a country that has a fine and
great constructive side. The sensible
thing to do is to work hard to clean
up the country’s evils, but at the same
-time  defend the things that make
the country greal and worthy of ad-
miration. +

L R

Im in great sympathy with liberal po-
litical ideas but I don’t feel ag though
I should vote Red (Socialist or Com-
munist) in the coming national elec-
tion. What would you advise me to
do, as a practical proposition?

Since you’ve already made up your

like poison the Coughlin-Lemke Union
party, for it’s only a stooge for the
Landon-Hearst machine. The Liber-
ty League-Hearst-Landon-Wall Street
outfit are determined to kick Roose-
velt out of the White House, so they
organized this bastard Union party to
draw votes away from the Democrats
and thereby help the chanceg of
Landon, which, by the way, are look-
ing better as we approach the heat of
the campaign.

You now reduce your choice to the
two old parties, and here I can be
brief and to the point. Roosevelt be-
lieves in the capitalistic system—he
saved ‘it in March, 1933, during the
bank crisis—but he is by no means
a reactionary., Technically, he fits
slightly to the left of center, which
isn’t at all bad from the viewpoint -
of the general masses who aren’t
ready for a social change. Roosevelt
enraged the great industrialists and
financiers by taking the position that
the problem of relief is a mational
question, and not a puzzle to be solved
by the municipality, county or State.
He therefore didn’t hesitate to put
at the command of the relief forces
(and these included all the machinery
of public works, CCC, TVA, REA,
ete.) the immense, and almost limit-
less, credit of the U.S. treasury. He
has spent a great deal of money, but
he ‘hasn’t done a thing to injure the
credit of the mnation, which means
that the federal government is as
stable and solvent as ever it was in
its .entire = history.  Furthermore,
Roosevelt has shown a willingness to
compal Capitalism to make compro-
mises and conecessions to the new .
needs of the masses. This, also, out-
raged ' the individualistic elements
that live by exploiting the people
through private ownership of the
large-scale industries, means of com-
i munication, and exchange. Roose-
 velt is called a dictator-—or would-
(be dictator—by his political enemies
tin the Republican party, but I defy
!anyone- to bring one fact or act to
support such a charge. There isn’t

" mind, I see no reason for giving you|an iota of Faseist doctrine in Roose-
a lecture on political theory or writing | velt’s make-up—he is a strict believer
for your benefit an essay on social|in democracy, academic freedom, un-
philosophy. I believe I know your|limited political and social discus-
type, and, while I disagree funda-|sion, and the bill of Rights of the

entally, I respect h tv and Constitution.
g:mr:i in%fémignssr‘)ec your fienesty an Landon, on the other hand, is the

My advice, therefore, is to avoid'spearhead of the nation’s Fascists—
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particularly his sponsor, Hearst.
Landon hopes to take Roosevelt’s
place with the sole argument of bal-
ancing the budget—which, as I've ex-
plained before, means that the prob-
lem of relief for the masseg is to be
thrown back into the lap of local
charity, as was held by our late Lord
High President, ’erbert ’cover, The
masses, I’m sure, won't welcome such
a reactionary philosophy. That this
is part and parcel of Landonism was
shown during his governorship in
Kansas, where he saw to it that only
a few dollars of State funds went to
relief, though there’s a possibility he
may throw the masses a sop between
now and election day. This will be
done as a bluff in order to fool the
people into electing him—and then
will follow the deluge, Capitalism
will rule supreme and the masses will
be told to hustle for themselves—or
starve. The election of T.andon will
mean the worst wave of political re-
action in American history, and
refuse to believe that the people care
for such a line-up.

The situation, therefore, is very
simple, so far as a choice is concern-
ed. If vou vote for Roosevelt, you
put your vote slightly to the left of
center, which means that while you
aren’t supporting radical liberalism
you are, at any rate, refusing to
back up complete reaction. Landon
represents the Right forces who
aren’t quite ready for Fascism. In
other words, he isnt an extreme
Rightist. He is on the Wall Street-
Hearst side of the fence, but only to
the extent of wanting to save Capi-
talism without having to spend any
federal money to do so; in other
words, to balance the budget. Fasc-
ism isn’t an immediate threat in this
country. Republican institutions are
still safe. But there is a strong move
among the Right element to keep the
government from going “collectivist,”
as ’erbert ‘oover likes to call Roose-
velt’s behavior. Roosevelt is closest
o lthe real liberals of the country,
and even the radicals, in that he is
willing to abandon the age-old favor-
ite philosophy of the political conser-
vatives—that is to say, he is ready
to have the government participate
in the everyday problems of the
masses, at the same time preserving
the economic structure of Capitalism.
He is therefore a limited friend of

the radicals, and as such should be
recognized and respected.

The choice is Roosevelt, because he
is capable of friendly action and in-
capable of Fascist enterprises. The
enemy, therefore, is Landon, because
he represents everything that is re-
actionary and anti-social in American
life. Roosevelt is, by far, the lesser
of two evils. In faet, I'd word it
differently. Instead of being the
“lesser of two evils,” he ig the po-
tential ally of the people who Taok
forward to a day of social, economic
and political cooperation for the well-
being and prosperity of the working
masses.

R S S
Editor, The American Freeman:

When The Freeman—dated August,
1936—came In my mall this morning
(June 10), I started reading it, com-
tinued as long as possible, and expect
to finish tomorrow (as I wusually do
every month). .

But: while most of itg contentg are
really “up-to-date” today or other days,
and some of them will stay up-to-date
tomorrow and much longer, it seems
so-to-say funny when one reads in a
paper of the year 1936 (dated August)
that the leader of the French Social-
ists, Leon Blum, may become Premier
of France when the new Chamber of
Deputies meets in June; and again on

page 4 “should Leon Blum become
France’s Premier in June. .. .”

It surely will seem funny to a future
reader, years hence, who wil] contem-
plate whether our present-day mnews
wag still brought to us by sailboat and
pony express, or why Haldeman-Julius
didn’t read the contemporary newspa-
pers. v

Dumont, N.J. Arno Hartenstein

(Comment: I'm sure that when
some long-bearded historian, in the
year 2036, issues his 10-volume biog-
raphy and 150-volume set of the col-
lected works of this scribbler, he’ll
add a footnote to the effect that the
August, 1936, Freeman, which said
Blum might become premier, was
read in Dumont, N.J., on the morn-
ing of June 10, but was penned on
the afterncon of May 25, the same
year. It seemed pretty certain to me
in May that Blum would be accepted
as premier when the Chambey of
Deputieg gathered in June, but there
was still a chance in a thousand that
he mightn’t, so I had to put in my
face-saving “perhaps.” My other
readers know why I issue The Free-
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man two months in advance of its
date of issue, but for Mr. Harten-
stein’s benefit I’ll repeat myself. This
is a personal organ, and if I were to
get sick or jammed in some kind of
an accident I'd be on the spot for a
paper, thereby endangering my sec-
ond-class entry. I get around this (to
a. limited extent, of course) by
bringing out thce paper a little ahead
of time, So much for that. But al-
ways try to remember that my com-
ments are to be judged by the time
they’re written, not by the date on
the paper’s masthead.)
L S R

America’s No. 1 anti-Semite, the Rev.
Gerald B. Winrod, writes in his De-
fender, again and again, that Jews are
in control of Communist Russia. Is this
true?

I've shown before, by the recital of
actual facts, that the charge is ab-
solutely false, The Jews, in the Sov-
iet Union, have equal rights with all
other citizens, and they, like the
members of other races, are protected
against anti-Semitism or any other
form of racial prejudice by strictly
enforced laws which make it a peni-
tentiary offense to even suggest any
kind of racial persecution or discrim-
ination. There are some Jews in
placeg of secondary importance in the
Soviet government, but that is because
of their ability to render competent
services to the community and not be-
cause they happen to be Jews. Trot-
sky is a Jew, and yet he was ousted
by Stalin and forced into exile—a
queer way of proving Jewish domina-
tion! Recently, the Soviet ambas-
gador to the U.S., Alexander A Troy-
anovsky, was asked the question
printed above, and his answer is so
candid and convineing that I’'m glad
to quote it in full:

“Our enemies sometimes attempt
to discredit the Soviet Union by the
statement that the Soviet Union is
governed by Jews. This would not
be discreditable if it were true. It
happens not to be true. It is enough
for me to say Stalin is not a Jew,
nor is Molotov, nor Voroshilov, nor
Ordjonikidse, nor Mikoyan. I can
name many others.

“SBume of ovur citizens of Jewish
stock have also won high position
in their own fields, That is to their
credit and to the advantage of their
fellow citizens, We are proud of
the achievements of Russians, of
Jews, of Georgians, of Turks, of men

of other stocks among our people.
They are all citizens of the Soviet
Union, not only by name, but also
in spirit.

“The Soviet Union is a conglom-
eration of a multitude of different
nationalities, every omne of which
has its own mnational culture, its
own national pride and its national
achievements. We Russians have
our own part in the grcat cause of
building the Soviet Union, the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
But Russia is only part of the Sov-
iet Union, and, for this rcason, not
rejecting the word Russia, we must
stick to the name Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, since otherwise
we shall be excluding all our non-
Russian citizens, such as Ukrain-
ians, Turks, Uzbeks,
Tadjiks and the rest.

“I wish to add that the Soviet
Union, like the United States, is a
melting pot of different racial
stocks. With all these stocks blend-
ed within the one country, there is
a spirit of internationalism along
with a common Soviet culture.
Here we have, in voluntary associa-
tion, a new great nation of many
stocks in process of creation and
integration looming before our
eyes. The various stocks replenish
and strengthen it, like rivers flow-
ing into the great ocean.

“The history of humanity has al-
ready recorded the names of differ-
cnt nationalities of various racial
and national origins, with their
precious treasures of culture.
Among them we find Americans,
French, Italians, Russians, Jews,
Armenians, Japanese, Chinese, and
so on. I am convinced that the
names of the great Jews among
them will not be placed at the emd
of the list. And I am convinced also
that the service rendered to the
Jewish people by the Soviet Union
will not be regarded as either the
least or the last.”

LY L

Please comment on the following stite-
ment by Mrs. AIf M. Landon: “We
(wemen) will do well to broaden our
horizon, but not to the extent that we
neglect our homes. Love of our homes
and genuine patriotism arve insepar-
able.” . )

T'm sure we aren’t expected to take
geriously the vpolitical remarks of
Mrs. Landon, who, so far ag I know,
is a charming woman and a pretty
good harpist, though she doesn’t hesi-
tate to join in the political campaign
by taking a slap at Mrs. Roosevelt.
Mrs. Roosevelt has done the Ameri-

Caucasians,
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can home no harm by showing a keen, ,
intelligent and humanitarian interest
in goecial problems. Mrs, Rooscvelt |
has always been a good mother, and
is, today, a good grandmother, and
yet she exercises her right as an
American citizen to study and take
a stand on questions that concern the
well-being of the entire nation. Mrs.
Landon may have her handg full in
caring for her two lovely children and
her ambitious husband, but she
shouldn’t leave the impression that
the wife of a polilical vpponent is
not quite desirable because she “med-
dles” in the spheres of labor, sweat-
shops, social rehabilitation and hu-
man welfare generally,

*
What is the combined cost of our Fed-
eral, State and local governments?
The National Industrial Confer-
ence Board, on June 10, 1936, re-
leased the results of an inquiry on
the above question, that showed:
Fiscal year of
1934 1933
Total ex-
pendi-
tures ..$14,449,000,000 $12,232,000,000
Per capita
expendi-
tures ,
Total tax
collec-
tions
Per capita
tax collec-
tions .. 69.24 59.64

State, county and municipal costs,
from 1931 through 1934, declined,
but during the same time Federal
spending increased substantially be-
cause of public improvements, relief,
CCC camps, ete. The summary
shows:

“Federal share of total govern-
ment expenditures in 1934 was 47
percent against 38.7 percent in 1933
and 35.1 percent in 1932. Taxes
collected by all governmental units
in 1934 amounted to 16 percent of
national income, against 12.4 per-
cent in 1929 and 10.9 percent in
1925 —Gross debt of all govern-
ments as of Feb. 29, 1936, was esti~
mated at $50,000,000,000, against
nearly $48,000,000,000 on June 30,
1935; since 1929, the iucrease was
about 50 percent. Per capita gross
public debt was $376.24 on June 30,
1935, against $363.24 one year ago,
and $331.13 two years ago.”

S S 3

114.11 97.26

8.767,000,000 7,501,000,000

=
Your Darrow-admiring reader should be

told that Charles Seribner’s Song have
recently published - Clarence Darrow’s
“Story of My Life,” an exceptionally
fine book.

Thanks for the. reminder. Any-
thing from the pen of Darrow is al-
ways worth reading. He’s been my
favorite for over 80 years. I admire
his wit and humor, homely philoso-
phy, intellectnal honesty, rugged per.
sonality, social conscience, love of
freedom and fair play, defense of
unpopular causes, anti-cleriealism
and I'reethought. He has retired
from active life now that he’s ap-
proaching his 80th year, but his mind
is as keen as ever it was. He always
impresses me as one of the most
civilized men in the world today—the
kind ‘of person who makes life worth
living after onc has to endure the
torture of watching the insane eca-
vortings of a bunch of Hitlers, Mus-
solinis, Father Conghling and the
other degraders of ecivilization. I
don’t consider a person even half
educated unless he’s familiar with
most of the writings, speeches and
debates of Clarence Darrow.

L R S

Your numerous reports on the gold
situation throughout the world during
the past few years have been of real
value to me. Have you data for 19357
If so, where does Russia now stand as
a gold producer? How much of the
world’s supply does the U.S, Treasury
hold?

The Union Corporation, Ltd.,
Johannesburg, South Africa, has a
statistical bureau which specializes
in gold research. The June, 1936,
issue of the Stock Eaxchange Bulletin
containg a digest of these late statis-
ties. The most outstanding fact is
Russia’s sudden development as a pro-
ducer of gold, with second place se-
curely held. Russia hopes, in time, to
become the world’s first producer, but
the figures show the goal still far
distant, if we combine the output of
South Africa, Canada and other Brit-
ish sources into the single heading
of the British Empire.

Here are a few valuable sets of
figures which I take from the Bulletin,
mentioned above:

ANNUAL GOLD PRODUCTION
(Amounts in millions of fine ounces)

1929 1935
Union of South Africa .. 1041 10.77
Canada ................... 1.93 3.28
Other British Empire ..... 1.77 3.08
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Total British Empire ..... 1411 17.13
S8R, .ol . 1.09  5.65
United States 2.06 3.1
Elsewhere ................ 2.33 5.11
World Total . 19.59 31.00
.. PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL
British Empire 72% 55%
USSR ..., 5 18
United States 11 10
Elsowherc ....sevuenin ceees 12 16

The U.S. continues to be the world’s
greatest owner of gold, with a stock
of 292,300,000 fine ounces at the close
of 1935, out of a world total of 734,-
300,000 ounces. The holdings of the
various important countries are given
below, in- millions of fine ounces:

At End of: 1929. 1935.
United States ........... 188.7 2923
France ............c0.ee. 78.9 125.6
United Kingdom ......... 344 47.3
Russia ...... 71 *24.0
Spain ..., 239 21.0
Belgiom ..... 7.9 16.7
Switzerland 5.6 13.0
Netherlands 8.7 12,5
Japan ... ...l 262 121
Argentina ............... 19.6 115
R 171 13.2 *8.0
India ...........c.. 0.0 6.2 7.8
Elsewhere ............... 82.9 55.9

Total in Central Banks . ]
and Treasuries ,...,... 503.3 647.7

Total world stock of mon- R
etary gold ............. 5532.6 734.3

- Difference’ (in Western
hoards -and exchange -in

equalization funds) 50.3 86.6

*Partly estimated.
Percentage of Total World Monetary
Gol

United States
France

There are two reasons for the above
increages in output. First, of course,
is the. greatly increased price now
being paid for gold. Second, gold’s

407
17

increased value has made it commer-

cially feasible to exploit new deposits
and work over low grade ores which

couldn’t be mined profitably in the

old days.
: 3;; "x‘ .

I heard a radio sermon by a Catholic
bishop, in which he made the assertion
that Russia’s godlessness has resulted
in a tremendous ‘increase in crime. He
offered no data to support his state-
ments, so Im led to believe he was
talking the wusual clap-trap. Have you
any facts? ‘

The Moscow News, May 1, 1936,
gives a report on crime in the Soviet

|each episode.

Union, which is summarized, as fol-
lows: o :
“The number of persons convicte
of criminal acts dropped 45 percent:
from 1932 to June, 1935. Property
crimes declined 90 percent. Con-
victions for theft dropped 61 per-
cent in June, 1935, as compared with
1933. Convictions for sexual crimes
dropped to 25 pcrcent of the 1929
figure. Over the same period, num-
ber of assaults dropped 40 percent,
and murder convictions 50 percent.

PN
Henry R. Luce, publisher of Time and
producer of the movie, The March of
Time, asks me to comment on his
screen Dpictorial. . “I will appreciate it
very much,” he writes, “if you will let
me know how many issues you have
seen and (pulling no punches, please)
what you think of them. .

I’ve seen all issues of “The March
of Time,” an experiment in pictorial
journalism which I've watched with
great interest, but with hardly
enough admiration. The trick of
staging scenes from the news would
be perfectly legitimate journalism if
only the announcer would be careful
to identify such frabrications. As
for the announcer, 'm sure he’s giv-
ing ‘the service he’s paid for, but I
fing him altogether too theatrical—
especially that turgid, stentorian cry
of “Time marches onl!” at the end of
I like my news pre-
sented in quiet form—I don’t follow
sensational newspapers—and that, I
suppose, is why I have an underlying
diglike for the sensational presenta-
tion of this movie of the news. But
then, a pnhlie that’s fed . thrilling
westerns and multiple murders isn’t
in the mood for a quiet, dignified re-
view of the big events of the day.
One shouldr’l be Loo crilical with an
experiment of such recent introduc-
tion.. The pictures have been grow-
ing better steadily, so perhaps a little
patience will reward us with a pie-
torial presentation that’ll be true, in-
teresting, unsensational and intelli-

gent.
L

In your various articles on the antics
of Pelley you fail to mention that nut’s
mania for prophecy. How come?

It’s pretty hard to cover all the
bunk, especially when we are so liber-
ally supplieq with bunk-shooters,
quacks, charlatans and plain and
fancy crackpots. P've given quite &
little attention to William Dudley Pel-
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ley’s activities ag head of the Silver
Shirts and writer of Fascist propa-
ganda in the manner and spirit of
Hitler. I even told about his seven-
minute journey to heaven, where he
visited with Gawd and had a right
nice conference with that aged and in-
nocuous gent. As for Pelley’s pro-
phecies—they deserve treatment, for
plurpos‘e‘s of entertainment, if nothing
else.

Pelley went into a spasm some
wonlhs ago and saw a vision—or
rather, a nightmare—which he set
down for the readers of his Silver
Shirt periodical. The prophecy, he
told his moronic readers, was based
on “expert divination of the secrets
of the Great Pyramid of Egypt,” and
dealt with what was going to happen
in these benighted States on June 9,
1936, The great hater of Jews, rabid
red-baiter and propagandist for dic-
tatorship, according to the Federated
Press, wrote that the following
things would positively happen on
that fateful June 9:

(1) The banks were to be closed
in a Communist plot to avoid pay-
ing the soldiers’ bonus (the Com-
munists always supported the
bonus) ;

(2) President Roosevelt wag to be
seeking refuge in Canada despite
his part in the conspiracy;

(3) The 48 States were to have
been abolished;

(4) Christians over 25 were to
have been murdered;

(5) New York City was to have
been renamed Reedsville in honor
of the late John Reed, American
chronicler of the KRussian revolu-
tion. After “two weeks of Bol-
shevism” Pelley was to ride into
power, and do away with strikes,
Jews, Koosevelt andy radicals. Just
who would be left alive after the
double purge was not made clear.
And now that we’ve all had a good,

Iong belly-laugh, let me turn serious
long enough to mention that Hitler
got off stuff, prior to 1933, that was
every bil as screwy as Pelley’s brain-
storm—and look what’s happened to
Germany. These candidates for the
booby-hatch (and Pelley I consider a
straight lunatic) are funny—and
dangerous.

Fa
I notice that you have held, several
times, that it’s not necessary to have
colonies in order to satisfy the need
for raw materials. Can you mention

any nations that made economic ad-
vances withont such sources?

The London Economist, April 18,
1936, says:

“Lack of colonial markets has
never impeded the furthest and
most rapid strides im mational eco-
nomic development; witness the his-
torically wninterrupted advance-
ment of Switzerland and the Scandi-
navian countries to the highest lev-
els of European economic standards.
Germany’s colonies before the
World War tovk only 0.6 percent
of her exports in 1912 and 1913;
they provided only 0.5 percent of
imports. They were negligible fac-
torg in Germany’'s overseas develop-

ment.” .
LI
The elements opposed to the federal
government’s  expenditares to  fimance
public werks and provide relief argue
that we are saddling future generations
with a load of debt. Please comment.

I have shown repeatedly that the
federal government’s debt—now about
$35,000,000,000—is in no way threat-
ening the national credit, and that
if we were to increase our debt to -
that of Great Britain’s (in propor-
tion to population, ete.) we could,
without straining ourselves in the
least, increase our national debt to,
roughly, $90,000,000,000. And yet,
these capitalistic elements who are
worried about the debts the future
generations will pay are the very
ones who like to praise Great Bri-
tain for its quick steps in the direc-
tion of recovery.

But let’s look into this argument
about. the future generation’s having
to pay off debts incurred in these
days when millions of people must
be provided with relief ‘or starve on
our hands. To put the issue simply,
let’s suppose that Uncle Sam sold
today $1,000,000 worth of bonds pay-
able 25 years from now. When the
bonds fall due, taxpayers will have to
provide the government with $1,000,-
000, if the obligation is to be met.
It’s therefore true that a definite jobh
of liquidation awaits a future gener-
ation,

But there’s a point whiech the
opponents of spending fail to stress,
for it shatters their argument to
powder. It’s this: While the taxpay-
ers put up the $1,000,000 to pay off
the bonds, those same bonds are in
the hands of people who are to col-
lect $1,000,000 on their day of matur-
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ity. So, we find that while $1,000,000
is taken away from a future genera-
livn, a part of that future genera-
tion receives that same $1,000,000 in
payment for its bomds. And, of
course, those same bondholders will
be taxpayers. The point is all too
simple, We are not doing future gen-
erations the slightest injustice. And
they aren’t going to go through lifc
burdened with saddle sores because
more than 11,000,000 unemployed re-
ceived relief.

5
How much did we pay to the States
in gasoline taxes during 1935?

The total revenue collected by the
States from gasoline taxes in 1935
was $619,000,000, according to a re-
port issued by the Bureau of Public
Roads, Washington, D.C. Gasolinc
consumption in that year increased
6.4 percent over 1934, Every State
reported increased gasoline consump-
tion. The nation’s average tax was
3.8 cents per gallon. Motor ears and
trucks used up 16,000,000,000 gallons
during the year. (Thig tax money is
in addition to that collected by the
federal government.)

LI T

Is there amy truth in the repor( cir-
culating in wnion circles . that Frank
Knox, Republican candidate for Vice
President, once broke a strike?

It’s not only true, but it’s admitled
boastingly in the official biography
of Mr. Knox, released during his
campaign for the Presidency. You
will find the quotation (first discov-
ered by Heywood Broun) on page
100, under the chapter-heading of “A
Rough Rider in the World War.”
Here it is:

“Camp Dix was not finished when
draftees began to pour in to form
‘the 78th Division. Quarrels arose
among the union workers over union
jurisdiction. A Trenton electrical
union ruled that the men working
at Camp Dix had to join it, paying
$10 initiation plus dues. Some of
the union men resisted this ukase,
and the Trenton workers walked
out, trying to pull all union elec-
trical workers on the job. Electri-
cal work on the camp was not mear-
Iy eomplete. A strike meant delay
in training work and in making
the soldiers comfortable.

“Knox heard of the trouble and
acted. He made a proposal to his
supevior officers, and it was accept-
ed. He pulled out of the personnel
files the cards of al]l the soldiers

who had been electrical workers.

He called them together. The story

of the fight over union jurisdiction

was explained to them. The men
were asked whether they would
carry on the electrical job dropped
by the civilians, They roared ap-
proval, But they never went to
werk. When the union men heard
of this, they rushed back to work.
There was no morc uniom trouble
on any part of the construction.”
CEE 2R A
What do you think of the Roosevelt
family aes individuals?

I have been impressed by the way
the members of the Roosevelt family
—from the President down—respect
one another’s personal rights. They

all—young and old—seem to live in

an atmogphere of civilized freedom
and mutinal respect. The President
had to see two of his children go
through the divorce courts while he
was in the White House—and he
luok it on the chin, like a good scout.
So far as I know, he made no at-
tempt to keep his children from
bringing criticism and abuse on his
head from those puritanical elements
which like to bark at those who
would seek legal means of remedying
an unhappy emotional situation, Nor
does the President dictate to his wife
as to her beliefs or activities. He
leaves her alone to live her life as
she likes, even though her behavior
often (unjustly) brings him a deluge
of complaints. The Roosevelts, it
seems to me, are thoroughly civilized
people, who live intelligent lives and
maintain fine contacts, regardless of
the protests of the blue-nosed gentry.
I admire them for it and commend
them for their simple ability to get
away with #. The personal side of
the Roosevelt family is a good, whole-
some influence nationally.

L
What is the farm population of the U.S.?

The latest report of the Bureau of
the Census shows a farm population
of 31,800,900.

L S
I have been hearing a report about
President Roosevelt which sounds sen-
sational and about which I would like
to know the truth. The tale has it that
F. D. R., years before he became Presi-
dent, was declared incompetent by le-
gal action and his personal fortune was
placed in the control of three adminis-
trators. Now, when he wants a little
money for himself, he has to ask at
least one administrator. If he wants a
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sizable sum, he must get the consent
of all three. What are the facts?

I've heard the same yaru. The in-
ference always is that since the Pres-
ident is “incompetent” to handle his
own money he must be incompetent
to handle the public’s. The story is
a great favorite among the Republi-
cans, who, to my observation, have
become quite rabid when the Preosi-
_dent is mentioned. The story to which
you refer hasn’t an iota of truth In
it. But, just for the sake of the
record, 1 wrote a letter of inquiry to
the White House, in which I repeated
the slanderous story you heard, and
received the following reply from
Stephen Early, Assistant Secretary
to the President:

“Ag you probably know, this being
the year of the Presidential cam-
paign, many attacks are being di-
rected at the President. Some of
these who attack do not hesitate to
hit below the beit; to resort to un-
just and despicable methods of at-
tack. It would appear that the story
to which you refer probably is being
circulated for that purpese.”

Has work-relief employment increased
or decreased in recent months?

The Works Progress Administra-
tion, Washington, D.C., reports that

there has been a decrease. The fig-
ures:
May 16 Feb. 29
WPA .......... ... 2,417,581 3,039,000
CCC ...iivvivninnnn 411,900 459,000
Other Fed. agencies 619,665 355,000
of which PWA ... 142,259
Tota] ........... 3,449,146 3,853,000

It has been the policy of the WPA
to take its employes from the relief
rolls, to the extent of about 95 per-

cent.

Please discuss the religious beliefs of
our Presidents.

I have already written or edited a
great deal of material on this ~sub-
ject. Abraham Lincoln’s religious in-
difference (he was an infidel) was
treated in a well-documented piece
printed here recently. Joseph Mec-
Cabe has written a book, in which he
devoted a chapter to each of our well-
known infidel Presidents, beginning
with. Washington and Jefferson and
ending with Lincoln and Grant.

Prof. Charles A. and Mary Beard,
authorities on questions of American
history, in their book, Panorama of

American History (Vol. 1, page 449),
comment freely on the religious lib-
eralism or religious emancipation of
the great figures in our history. The
following sentences will give you the
key to their argument:

“When the crisis came, Jefferson,
Paine, John Adams, Washington,
Franklin, and many lesser lights
were to be among either the Uni-
tarians or the Deists. It was not
Cotton Mather’s God to whom the
author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence appealed, but ‘Naturc’s
God. From whatever source derived
the effect of both Unitarianism and
Deism was to hasten the retirement
of historic theology from its empire
over the intellect of American lead-
ers and to clear the atmosphere for
secular interests.”

The facts about our American
Presidents indicate clearly that the
great work of secularization was ac-
companied, in the majority of in-
stances, by Freethought, Agnosticism,
Deism, Indifferentism, Liberalism,
anti-Orthodoxy, Unitarianism, and in
some cases even open anti-Clerical-
ism. Franklin Steiner, of Milwaukee,
Wis., long a student of the subject of
presidential religious beliefs, has
compiled a great mass of data, from
which I draw the following: :

George Washington. Joseph Mec-
Cabe, as I’ve already said, gives the
first President considerable attention,
and shows that Washington was NOT
a member of any church or a com-
municant. He wasn’t even a regular
attendant, Steiner adds that so far
as is known he never communed. “On
communion Sundays he walked out
of the church just before this sac-
rament was administered,” says Stein-
er. “There is no evidence that he was
a believer more than a Deist. Bishop
White, his intimate friend, says he
never uttered a word in his presence
that would indicate him to be a
Christian believer. Rev. Dr. Aber-
crombie, whose church he attended,
says, ‘Washington was a Deist’”
Steiner alsv exposes “Washington’s
Prayer for the United States” as a
fraud, and proves as a mere fiction
the pretty story about his being found
on his knees at Valley Forge praying
to the Lord God Jehovah.

John Adams. A TUnitarian, he
hated religious orthodoxy even more
intensely than was shown by Thomas
Paine. As a young man, Adams
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studied to be a preacher, but later,
after becoming a lawyer, wrote he
“would rather stand in the rear rank
of lawyers than in the front rank of
ministers, Hig letters show a great
enthusiasm for enlightenment and in-
tellectual progress and a deep con-
tempt for religious thinking.

Thomas Jefferson. We now come to
an out-and-out Freethinker. During
his eight years as President he studi-
ously refrained from even going
through the empty formality of is-
suing a Thanksgiving Proclamation.
Even our preachers pass him up
when they go searching for facts or
fictions #$o mnail religion onto the
heads of our government. Jefferson’s
heterodox views on religion, publish-

“ed in 1829, shocked the Fundamental-
ists of that time, who demanded the
book’s suppression. ‘

- James Madison. Like John Adams,
Madison studied for the ministry in
his youth. But he couldn’t swallow
the thorny religious fare, so he quit
that mumbo-jumbo and became a great
believer in and fighter for the pre-
cious principle of religious liberty, to

.which he tied a firm demand for
complete separation of church and
state.. Bishop Meade is authority for
the statement that Madison never
kneeled in prayer and never expressed
the slightest belief in the Bible. When
Madison wrote about religion, he re-
sorted to extremely modest language,
perhaps because of his unwillingness
to, offend.

John Quiney Adams. A Unitarian,
like his father, the second President.
Had no regard for Snnday laws and
expressed deep contempt for religious
revivals.

. Andrew Jackson, Didn’t join up
with the church until he was a sickly,
infirm, -old man. It was only after
he’d left the presidential chair that
he entered the Presbyterian church.

Martin Van Buren. He never was
a church member, though he often at-
tended services. His Autobiography
‘containg a terrific attack on preachers
who meddle in political matters, In-
different.

William Henry Harrison., Was
never a ‘member of any church, nor
did he even own a Bible until after
he became President. Thoroughly in-
different.

John. Tyler.
communicant

He never became 2
of the Episcopal

Church, though he attended. He
never showed an excess of piety.

James Knox Polk. Here we have
another President who was complete-
ly indifferent about religion. Wasn’t
a member of any church before he
became President. After leaving the
White House, a few weeks before his
death, he became a member of the
Presbyterian c¢hurch, an act to please
his old mother and his wife.

Zachary Taylor. He never was a
church member, nor did he ever show
any signs of being a religious man.
“A preacher’s prayer while he was
on his deathbed failed to move him.”

Millard Fillmore. He was a Uni-
tarian, and of course the liberal ideas
of the Unitarians are common knowl-
edge. Someone has called the Unitar-
ian sect a church for retired Chris-
tians. In addition to being a Unitar-
ian, Fillmore expressed himself as
strongly favoring the separation of
church and state and opposed the
giving of public money to church
schools, insisting that all such funds
should go to the public schools.

Franklin Pjerce. Another indif-
ferentist. Wasg without church con-
nections until he was an old man,
when he joined the Episcopal church.

James Buchanan. Still another
President who, all his life, was in-
different to religion. Afler he lefl
the presidential chair, he was worked
on by a minister, who, after strong
urging, got him to enter the Presby-
terian church.

Abrzham Lincoln. He was a Deist
and a great admirer of the great in-
fidel, Thomas Painc. A mass of ma-
terial is available to prove Lincoln’s
Freethought. T have used some of
these facts, which will be found in
several of my books of questions and
answers,

Andrew Johnson. He joined no
church. His wife was a member of
the Methodist church, where he at-
tended services. Later he went to
Catholie services. If he wore any re-
ligious garments, they hung lightly.
Indifferentism would just about de-
seribe him.

TNysses Simpson Grant. Never
joined a church. The Methodist bish-
op, John P. Newman, while a preach-
er, tried to convert Grant, but with-
out success. “He once said he was
willing to take his chanceg in the
next world with the majority of peo-
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ple.” He was coldly indifferent to re-
ligion, suspicious of clerical influence,
and sought always for separation of
church and state,

Rutherford Birchard Hayes. Nev-
er became a member of any church,
though he has been wrongly claimed
as belonging to the Methodist church.
He held to liberal Unitarianism and
was a great admirer of Emerson, who

was a Deist without the slightest

traces of religious Fundamentalism

or orthodoxy.

James Abram Garfield. Was a
“Campbellite” preacher while still a
young man. Outgrew the religious
notions of that primitive and intel-
lectually backward church and went
into secular activities, particularly in
law and politics. “Later studied Evo-
lution and accepted its teachings.”

Chester Alan = Arthur. Another
President who was no communicant
but attended church (Episcopal)
with his wife.

Grover Cleveland. There’s nothing
to show that Cleveland joined the
Presbyterian church before he was
elected to his first term. He became
devout in his old age.

Benjamin Harrison. Now, believe
it or not, we come, for the first time,
to a President who was a member
of an orthodox church at the time he
wag olected to office. Presbyterian.

William McKinley. Member of the
Methodist ehurch, the only President
to belong to that denomination.

Theodore Roosevelt, Belonged to
the Dutch Reformed Church but took
hig religious ideas casually. Now
and then he’d give the Christian mo-
tions a passing nod. )

William Howard Taft. He was a
Unitarian of the most liberal ideas.
During his political career he was
frequently attacked for his religious
heterodoxy.

Woodrow Wilson. Though a mem-
ber of the Presbyterian church, he
wag modernistic and wrote a letter
saying he accepted the scientific
tcachings of Evolution.

Warren Gamaliel Harding. He was

a Baptist, the only President to come
from that church.
. Calvin Coolidge. Never joined up
until he became President, when he
became a member of the Congrega-
tional church.

Herbert Clark Hoover. Quaker.

Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Mem-

ber of the Episcopal church, but rare-
ly attends. Thinks nothing of going
fishing on the Holy Sabbath. Has
been criticized by the orthodox for
hig liberal ideag on religious behav-
ior. Seems to me the kind who be-
longs to a church for the appearance
of things and then forgets about it.
He qualifies as an indifferentist.
Steiner sums up with this:
“...but 11 of our 31 Presidents
were, at any time in their lives,
communicants in any orthodox
church; that the others were either
liberally inclined or indifferent upon
the subject of religion; that not until
1888 did the American people elect
a ‘profeSISing*ChriSftian’ President.”

What is likely to come of the Louis
Waldman-0ld Guard defection from the
Socialist party? )

I got pretty well fed up with their
fight long before they decided to split
away from the party and froum their
own organization. I may be indulg-
ing in wishful thinking, but it seems
to me they’ll soon simmer down to
just another splinter organization
known only to specialists who putter
around looking for eccentric political
ling-ups. Waldman, who is a bright
young man, seems to be suffering
acutely from the delusion that a
kindly Jehovah has chosen him to
fill the shoeg of the late Morris Hill-
quit. But Hillquit, with all his faults,
wore shoes several sizes too large for
Waldman. I rather fancy the idea
that Waldman’s followerg will drift
back into the Socialist party, leaving
him and his minor Napoleons as so
many generals without buck privates.
I don’t think their new federation
will injure the Socialist prospects in
the current campaign. The real dam-
age will come from those who hold
it’s necessary to support Roosevelt
in order to prevent the Old-Guard-
Hearst-Liberty ILeague Republican
party from capturi;lg t’ge government.

How did you like Sylvia Sidney in “The
Trail of the Lonesome Pine”?

Miss Sidney hasn’t been one of my
favorite actresses, though I admire
her work occasionally and pulsate to
her personality at times. To be per-
fectly frank, the picture you mention
bored me to the point of exhaustion.
The color photography was impres-
sive, but after five minutes of that, I
was ready to follow a real story—
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and who, in his right senses, would
expoet to got anything thut looks like
a story out of this old piece of senti-
mental balderdash? I didn’t like the
story as a book; I hated it as a silent
film, and I walked out on the color-
talkie version. This hoary theme—
Southern feudists rarin’ to shoot one
another to pieces—hags heen done to
rags, with the final knockout given
in recent years by short burlesques.
I always like these feudist pictures
in their comic form, for there’s many
a laugh to be squeezed out of the
idea, but once the author and director
get gserious I get bored.

R

In your summation of the stepg needed
for an economic liberation of the farm-
ers and industrial workers. vom could.
in addition to outlining the three bases
of organization (prodaction, consump-
tion, politics), have, with perfect pro-
priety, called attention to the need of
worker-suppoert for the radical press.
You’re right. It’s important, and
should be emphasized constantly. The
radical press certainly deserves far
more support than it’s receiving.
There’ll never be a great labor-po-
litical-cooperative movement in the
U.S. unless we build a tremendous
radical press. We have the begin-
nings of such a press now, but most
of them are suffering finaneial mal-
nutrition. Good radical periodicals
should get some attention from all

persons who want to see social justice:

prevail_. The best me.dici.ne I know of “wool Nazis.
is getting these publications some ad- japistic bigotry reached the president

l of Williams College,

ditional readers.

e
What do the daily sales of consumer
cooperatives total?

More than $1,000,000.
L

What volume of business is being done
by some of the larger cooperative so-
cieties?

Current History, for June, 1936,
contains a valuable article on tbe
general subject of American coopera-
tives. During 1935, the leading groups
did a great deal of business. The
facts are summarized as follows:

Eastern States’ Farmers Exchange,
Springficld, Mass. Business with
62,000 members increased 13.5 per-
cent over 1934 to a total of $14,-
067,500. About $100,6000 wag re-
turned as patronage dividends, and
$50,000 was set aside for expan-

sion.
National Cooperative, Inc., federa-

tion of 11 cooperative wholesale
assoriations serving retail con-
samer cooperatives in 21 States;
business increased 32.2 percent to
$25,438,400.

Grange Cooperative Wholesale of
Seattle: business increased 40
percent to $3,000,000; estimated
savings to members $250,000.

Farmers Union Central Exchange,
one of the largest cooperatives
handling oi] and gas, recently ac-
quired an $80,000 oil compeunding
plant: gales last year increased
54 percent to $4,028,180. (Since
1921, more than 2,000 cooperative
gas and oil stations were organized
throughout the West, with cem-
pounding plants to blend their
own petroleum products; cooper-
ative distribution of gas and oil
last year totaled $40,000,000 ac-
cording to the Cooperative
League.)

; e R R
Will you .comment on
change students?

For many years, German and
American universities have exchanged
students, but since the advent of Hit-
lerism this cultural practice has be-
come unbearably difficult. Recently,
the German Minigtry for Edueation
issued an order under which Ger-
man students, before they can at-
tend universities abroad, must be en-
titled to receive a *“‘certificate of po-
litical responsibility,” which means,
of course, that they can leave Ger-
many only if they are died-in-the
‘When this piece of Hit-

Germany’s ex-

Dr. Dennett,
the American educator decided on an
act of protest. As a result, Williams
College won't accept a German ex-
change student during 1987. Dr. Den.
nett, in a press statement, said “a
student officially committed to a po-
litical program and without liberty
to change his mind, would not profit
by study in an American college for
which an open mind is a ‘conditio
sine gua non.'”
= e
How many aspiring do we Americans
swallow per year?
About 4,500£00,200.

How’d you like “Fury”?

I thought it was an exception-
ally honest treatment of one of
the worst and most damnable
phases of American provincial-
ism—Iynching. The story is drama-
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tic, and the picture is mature, with
strong acting and fine direction. The
theme, towards the end, wobbles
somewhat, but not enough to destroy
the film’s vigorous indictment of
mass sadism. A few more pictures
like Fury will help undo the dam-
age done by semi-Fascist pictures like
Riffraff, with their Hearstian glori-
fication of flag-waving, red-baiting,
pop-gun Mussolini;.

“The publicity you gave to the
dress habits of one Percy L. Gassa-
way is interesting, to say the least.
In my opinion his defense of boots,
high hats, etc., is just another ex-
ample of ratienalization in favor of
something which is itself complete-
Iy irrational. I think that when it’s
hot there is no such thing as a
cool hat, shirt, shoes or pants.
(We’ll not mention a coat.) And
some day, after we have generally
taken the liberty to lay aside all
raiment on all suitable occasions,
to the immense bettcrment of our
physical and mental health, our ap-
pearance, and our mores (not mor-
als—that’s too indefinite a word),
the perusal of such pitiful palaver
as ' that about cooling systems
within a lecather boot. inside of a
jeans pant-leg,  or under a 10-gal-
lon hat, will be really hilarious;
much more gleeful than it can pos-
sibly bc today while we are so in-
timately bound up in that compli-
cated mess of clothes-consciousness
which the clothiers and fashion de-
signers in league with the moralists
(?) foist upon us.”—C, A. Lang, Mo.
[The above letter from Reader

Lang comes on June 12, 1936, exact-
ly one year after he dropped in at my
office, accompanied by his two young
and intelligent daughters. He was
motoring to spend a vacation at scv-
eral southwestern National Parks,
among them Mesa Verde, in Colorado.
I was glad to have a nice visit with
him, my only squawk being that his
stay was too short. I consider Read-
er Lang one of my most understand-
ing, informed and intelligent readers.
I always get a thrill out of his neat-
ly-written, pithy letters. And I usual-
ly get ideas from him for at least a
column of matter for each issue. Such
readers are hard to get. But, I'll say
this muech: I’'ve a dandy bunch of
readers, in the main. If they’re dumb
and wander into my circle of pious
readers by mistake, they soon get mad
over something and cancel their sub-

seriptions  with words of .pity :or
abuse. But, I’d rather have one read-
er like Lang than a thousand who
expect an editor to cater to their ig-
norance, supex:tibi;n ?Bnd prejudice.]

If inflation comes, wouldn’t it be bet-
ter for one to move his capital to a
foreign country untll the storm blows
over?

Let’s suppose you have $10,000 in
gold—the kind of capital you could
move out of the country. The law,
as it stands, would prevent your do-
ing so. Or, let us say you owned
stocks or bonds and moved them to
a bank in a foreign country. The
government could, during a period of
inflation (ag was done in European
countries like Italy) compel wyou to
recall those securities and accept pa-
per money on their surrender to the
federal treasury.

But, just for the sake of argument,
let’s S_up1p05e you had $10,000 worth
of gold in such a position that you
could move it to a foreign bank, What
assurance have you that that foreign
government wouldn’t decide to- con-
fiscate your gold—by legal action, of
course—and compel you to accept
lire, marks, francs, or whatever it is
the foreign government had available
for your gold.

Furthermore, you would have to
have a tremendous knowledge of in-
ternational finance to know which
country to_ship your gold to, for this
is a subject that would tax the
judgment of the greates.t monetary
expert, The plain faect is, you'd take
a stab in the dark. Theles no tell-
ing what luck, or bad luck, -you’d
have. The c‘hances are just about
three to one that you’d lose at least
75 percent of the value of what you
tucked away in a foreign ecountry.
Even the greatest financial wizards
have been defeated in their attempts
to ship capital from country to coun-
try during periods of storm and
stress. And if the big fellows usual-
ly get whipped under such ecircum-
stances, just what chances do you
think a little fellow with a mere $10,~
000 would stand?

No, shipping your capital out of the
country will cause only grief,

AL

What is the attitude towards one an-
other of William Randolph Hearst,
Mrs. Hearst and Marion Davies because
of their unconventienality? Do they
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take themselves as emancipated super-
people, but who think they shouldn’t be
followed by ordinary folk? Or is there
friction among them?

The arrangement is quite orderly.
Hearst and his movie star live to-
gether quietly on his immense ranch
in California, while his wife lives like
a queen in New York City. Hearst
provides his Phoebe with all the
money she can possibly use—includ-
ing enough for her charity milk fund
~—and limitlesg publicity for her char-
itable enterprise in his powerful
newspapers. Frequently one reads
columns about the humanitarianism
of Phoebe and, in the same issue,
pages of palpitating gush about Mar-
ion and her latest movie master-
piece. So, everything is hanky-panky,
which is_as it should be if the great
Hearst is to be free to turn his
powerful journalistic guns on im-
morality, especially as it’s expressed
in cinemaland. Some people, buried
in erass barbarism, believe it’s some-
what off-color for a man to pose as
_a moralist publicly and go in for the
latest wrinkles in bedroom etiquette
privately, but the mighty Hearst is
above ethical trash who hold to the
old-fashioned notion that econdemn-
ing publicly what one does secretly
is plain hypocrisy. But Hearst knows
better than any of us that Marion has
something that’s worth  the bother.
I’ve seen Marion in many of her pie-
“tures, and while I don’ put her in
the same class with Marlene or Greta,
still the gal’s got sex appeal—and
Hearst, let’s not forget, is now in his
seventies. A man of that age may
have ambitious ideas, bul it takes a
great expert in the art of love fo
handle him properly—and maybe
Marion is up on all the tricks.

LR .

You speak of the “ruthless persecution
of holders of various shades of left
philosophy wunacceptable to the Stalin-
ites,” etc. I presume this category in-
cludes the counter-revolutionary ele-
ments operating all the way from Paris
to Manchuko, doeg it not? . Along with
the task of building the first Socialist
state, which everybody admits to be
Herculean in proportion, what would
you have the Soviet Union do with re-
spect to enemies within and without;
serve them cakes and ale in true Ascot
Garderi party style? .
The counter-revolutionary elements
you speak of are technically described
as “White Guard,” which suggests

czaristic and capitalistic forces out
to destroy the U.S.S.R. The Soviet
Union has always been within its full
rights in meeting such groups with
the severest penalties. The words you
quote from my brief note refer to
entirely different people—Socialists
who were sent to prison by the thou-
sands or to labor camps by the tens
of thousands because they insisted
'that a Socialist society should be con-
i structed along democratic lines, with
i protection for those who would exer-
| cise free speech, press, assembly, peti-
tion, demonstration, eriticism of gov-
ernmental policies, ete. I have written
several pieces about the new  demo-
cratic Constitution which the Rus-
sians are sure to adopt within the
next few months. A reading of di-
gosts of that Counslitulion shows that
the principles for which these Social-
ists were persecuted have now been
accepted as valid Communist doc-
trines, after 18 long years of abuse
and seorn for the “rotten liberalism”
of “capitalistic democracy.” The least
the U.S.S.R. can do is to declare an
amnesty, if that hasn’t already been
arranged. We defenders of “bour-
geois democracy” have lived to see
the day when the Stalinites were at
last brought around to confessing
that a nation resting on a democratic
base is sounder than one enslaved
to a dictatorship. Of course, Stalin
and the other official Communists
will deny that Russia is going to aec-
cept “bourgeois democracy”—it’ll be
“proletarian democracy,” of course,
but we won’t stop to quarrel about
words, remembering what Shake-
speare wrote about a rose smelling
just ag sweet lgy a;y o:;he‘r cognomen,

Ty
What would the defeat of Roosevelt
mean?

If he were defeated by Norman
Thomas, the country would go for-
ward. If he were defeated by Lan-
don, the count,xry v;oulc’ix‘ go backward.

When the French strikers took posses-
sion of the establishments in which
they had been employed, weren’t they
using the same tactics employed by the
Italian Communists in 1920, which pre-
pared the way for Mussolini?

The tactics of the Frenchmen and
Italians are quite dissimilar. In Italy,
the strikers took possession of the
plants with a view to operating them
cooperatively for their own profit.
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The French workers held their plants
merely with a view to keeping the
employers from putting strikebreak-
ers in their places. ° -

» ook H
Please comment on the French- “stay-in”
strike.

It was, without a doubt, one of the
most inspiring incidents in the his-
tory of the labor movement. And, to
the satisfaction of the workers of
the world, it ended in a smashing
victory. About 1,000,000 men and
women went on a new kind of strike
—remained on the job at least eight
hours per day, but refused to per-
form any work. Instead of leaving
their shops, factories, department
stores and offices—which would most
likely be a signal for the installation
of strikebreakers they remained at
their posts, ate and slept in their
plants---and waited for the acceptance
of their fair, reasonable terms.

Throughout the stirring crisis the
workers conducted themselves with
praiseworthy discipline. There was
no disorder or violence. Nothing was
destroyed. No damage was done to
property, These men and women were
too intelligent to resort to sabotage
and violence. They had better weap-
ons at hand—order, discipline, soli-
darity, and an intelligent comprehen-
sion of the issues at stake.

To show their respect for legalism,
note, for example, how a department
store’s  employes conducted them-
selves. They put a notice in the store
window, informing the public there
was a strike going on. But, said one
of the strike leaders, this notice was
really a public advertisement, and
French law calls for a revenue stamp
on all such advertisements—so, in a
sincere mood of solemn. formalily, a
messenger was hurried to the proper
public official, from whom he pur-
chased stamps that were later affixed
to the strike notice. Also, the same
employes, who were compelled to sleep
in the store, showed their amazing
respeet for private property by re-
fusing to sleep in the store’s beds or
chairs, The new chairs were cover-
ed with dust cloths, and the beds
were untouched. Instead, they slept
on the counters. As a part of their
strategy, the strikers decided that
foremen and managers must remain
with them in the establishments, but
they were taken care. of with the

most meticulous solicitude, their
lunches being brought to them with
the polite remark: “This is for you,
comrade.”

The government—led by Socialist
Leon Blum-—respected every right of
the strikers while it hurried through
the formalities of a settlement. The
administration refused to call out the
troops to drive the “stay-in” strikers
from the shops. The police were or-
dered to take no steps so long as no
blood was shed or property destroy-
ed. Kverything was in perfect order
and the best of humor. And there
wasn’t a strikebreaker or a gunman—
a la U.S.—in the entire strike zone.

Blum, after heroic efforts, brought
them 'the fruits of v1ctory—wage
increases of from 7 to 15 percent, 40-
hour work-weeks, and the like, Here
was a perfect lesson in the power of
intelligently directed democracy. The
worksrs had, hy a majority, elected
Radical Socialists (liberals’ of the
New Deal type), Socialists and
Communists. The government, head-
ed by Blum, was therefore pledged to
the Popular Front’s program. The
strike was the use of the industrial
weapon to back up the powers of the
government, which was their political
weapon instead of their class enemy.
Had the strikers voted into power an
administration pledgad to the capi-
talists, their “stay-in” demonstration
would have been greeted with force
and murder. French labor has given
the world of labor a lesson in strat-
egy. I believe it will be taken to heart
wherever labor has preserved its dem-
oeratie, political and economie rights.

Please comment on Hoover’s conven-
tion speech.

Our foumu Lord High Presidenl,
’erbert ’oover, threw quite a fit be-
fore the Repu’bhcan convention at
Cleveland. His clarion calls in the
fight for liberty moved me almost to
tears as I caught his thrilling words
over the radio. But I couldn’t quite
forget what little respect the Iloover
administration had for freedom; how
his 7postoffice department used its
powers to suppress and persecute ed-
itors of periodicals that voiced unpop-
ular doctrines. It all sounded as hol-
low as Hitler would if he were to
ask the world to treat Jews decently
and to respect the liberties of the.
people. The delegates cheered Hoover



E. Haldeman-Julius

47

for a full half hour after the gentle-
man finished, but here again there
'was no smcemty or honesty, for these
Liberty Leaguers don’t want real
freedom but seek only the liberty to
exploit the people and enable the
great corporations to enjoy free sway
in piling up new billions in dividends.

Had the convention been sincerely
concerned over the future of liberty,
it would have paid some attention to
—and  accepted—the  suggestions
formally submitted to it by the of-
ficers of the American Civil Liberties
Union, a body that is always loyal to
the spirit of freedom and civil rights.

The Union, in a letter to Henry P.
Fletcher, then -chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee, urged
thal a plank in Lhe platform be de-
voted to civil rights. Said the Union:
“We asgk support for liberty of opin-
ion, for personal rights as distinct
from, though in no sense opposed to,
property rights.”

The letter continued:

“A decisive stand by the Republi-
can party in favor of traditional
American freedom of expression
would be a blow to those who wonld
use force and violence to limit free
speech, who would rule by the tar
and feathers of the vigilante, the
whip of the hooded flogger, the
rope of Iynch law, the bayonets and
tear gas. of martial law, or the
barbed wire of the concentration
camp.”

And here are the five points which
the Union suggested for acceptance
in the Republican platform—points
which are “fundamental to any

guarantee of the fullest exercise of |

freedom of speech, press and assem-
blage':

“]l. That mere language should
never be punished jn the absence of
overt acts of viclence or disorder.

“2. That public or private inter-
ference with labor in its rights to
organize, strike, and bargain col-
lectively should not be tolerated.

“3. That the crime of lynching de-
nies judicigl process,and should be
dealt with by the federal govern-
ment where States fail to act.

“4, That freedom of teaching in
our schools, being essential to de-
mocracy, should not be restricted
by legislative interference.

“5 That no censorship or control
should be exercised in advance of
production over the theater, the mo-

 pher and saint, Benito Mussolini.

tion pictures, the radio or news-

papers.”

Of course, the party of 'oover, Lan-
don, Mellon and Standard Oil didn’t
see fit to adopt the above five points..
So, we are given to understand that
‘oover can talk for liberty until his
voice breaks with emotion, but we
aren’t permitted to look forward to
a diminution of the terrorism and
espionage in the anti-labor activities
of great industrialists, the murderous
attacks of the Black Leglon the tor-
ture and flogging of Socialists and
others by the Ku Klux Klan in Flor-
ida, the attacks on union organizers
in California, and the persecution of
striking share;ro:p.xgers*in Arkansas.

How long w?)uld it take a land snail to
travel a mile?

About 30 days.

> 4 %
Which of our Presidents had military
rank?

Washington, Monroe, W. H, Har-
rison, Taylor, DPierce, Buchanan,
Lincoln, Johnson, Grant, Hayes, Gar-
field, Arthur, BenJamln Harrison,
McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt
had military rank. Franklin D.
Roosevelt was Assistant Secretary of
the Navy during the World War.

AU I SR 3

Pleagse comment on the enclosed clip-
ping, which describes the Catholic
Church as being pacifist.

The clipping is unidentified, so I
can’t say where it’s taken from or
who wrote the piece. But here it is,
anyway:

CATHOLIC PACIFISTS
Catholics . throuzhout the world
outrnumber the Protestants by at
least three to two. While uncom-
promising war resistance hasg made
great strides forward in many Pro-
testant communions, the Catholic

Church has generally confined its.

peace activities to educational and

official government efforts.

The above qualifies as a bunkette
of first rank. Oh yes, the Pope showed
great concern over the rape of Ethi-
opia by that gentle Christian philo};o‘~

e_
lHeve it or not, the world rang with
the protests of Italian cardinals and
priests when Mussolini’s blackshirts
were sent - to Ethiopia to destroy
that independent Negro country. The
Catholic Church surely refused to
bless the banners of Mussolini’s armies
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in Ethiopia. The propaganda machin-
ery of the Catholic Church was used
to arouse public sentiment against
Mussolini’s imperialism.

All of the above may sound strange
to- persons familiar with the black
record of the Catholic Church, es-
pecially during the invasion and theft
of Ethiopia, but, after all, maybe we
all misread the news. Maybe the
Catholic Church has really been con-
verted - to. the peace philosophy of
Josus, unbeknownst to infidels and
other low cha;'acters.

Have you data dealing with the chang-
ing emphasis on various school subjects?

The New York State Education
Department has prepared a table
which gives you some of the informa-
tion you seek. It deals with secon-
dary (four-year high school) pupils
in the schools throughout New York
State- ~The 1919 and. 1934 percen-
tages show the changing emphasis,
as follows: i

Subject 1919 1934
English ............... 84.2% 91.7%
Latin ................. 32.8 15.9
French ............... 27.2 27.3
German .. ... ..._.... 5.8 6.1
Spanish .............. 17.4 7.9
Mathematies .......... 58.2 46.8
Science ...........i.n 62.5 64.8
History .............. 322 . . 374
Civies ......ovivinas 19.6 - 24.3
Beonomics ........... 1.2 - 5.7
Economic geography.. 2.9 7.5
Bookkeeping ......... 15.9 12.6
Commercial arithmetic 11.5 7.0
Shorthand 10.1 12.7
Typewriting 14.1 20.9
Drawing ;438 34.3
Music ... cccivveinvn 28.1 117
Home economics -.... 7.8 7.6
Agricultare ........... 9 8
Industrial - arte ....... 57 8.2
L

How many of cur Pres'dents were col-
lege graduates? Name the colleges.

Nineteen Presidents were graduates
of colleges, as follows: :

John Adams, Harvard; Madison,
Princeton; John Quincy - Adams,
Harvard; William Henry Harrison,
Hampden-Sydney; Tyler, William
and Mary; Polk, University of North
Carolina; Pierce, Bowdoin: Buchan-
an, Dickinson; Grant, U.S. Military
Academy; Hayes, Kenyon; Garﬁel.d,
Williams; Arthur, Unien; Benjamin
Harrison, Miami University, Ohio;
Theodore Roosevelt, Harvard; Taft,
Yale: Wilson, Princeton; Coolidge,
Amherst; Hoover, Leland Stanford

Junior; F. D. Roosevelt, Harvard.
Four others attended higher educa-
tional institutions without graduat-
ing. Jefferson and Monroe took some
courses at the College of William
and Mary. McKinley attended sev-
eral terms at Allegheny College.
Harding " irregularly attended Ohio
Central College without graduating.
Our Presidents who had only what
we’d call common school educations
were: Jackson, Van Buren, Taylor,
Fillmore, Lincoln and Cleveland.

Is there any truth in*the statement
that married people live longer than
bachelors? i ’
The statistical department of the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
answers this question, .as follows:

“Annual mortaliiy reports of Can-
ada, held equally applicable te U.S., .
show that the mortality rate of
males over 15 years of age is 1,218.2
per 100,000 for bachelors, as com-
pared with 855.9 for married men.
Similarly, marriage appears condu-
cive to longer life of women, whose
death rate is 1,039.1 for spinsters,-
but 856.6 for the married of all
ages. Only during the early part of
the childbearing period, married’
women have a higher death’ rate:
in the age group of 25 to 44, mortal-
ity for the married is 444.6 as
against 458.0 among the single, The’
married person’s life is better reg-
ulated with Tegard .- to gleeping
hours, meals and recreation; most
married men avoid conditions and
adventures likely to impair their’
capacity as wage-earners.” ’

L S

Have “iodine socks” any curative values?
“Todine socks” are sold in England.
quite extensively, but I've yet to see.
any advertised in this country, though
I don’t doubt there’ll be some. smart
quack who’ll ecash in on these fakes
before long, for the American public
is always ready to spend its good
money on ‘“magic” cures. “lodine
socks” are dipped in iodine, or, more
often, iodoform. They are “guaran-
teed” to relieve gout, rheumatism,
colds, varicose veins, eorns, hunions
and aching dogs, but, of course, they
are fakes, pure and simple. They have
absolutely no therapeuetic value.
i s EE
Isn’ it a” fact that most criminals are
mentally sick? ' co
The facts don’t support such an in-
ference. I have shown repeatedly that
economic conditions or environment

predominate in the world of crime.
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Poverty is the great breeder of crime.

The Society of Medical Jurispru-
dence, of New York Cily, issued its
Stetistical Bulletin, in April, 1936, in
which it reported:

“Of nearly 10,000 criminals who
passed through the psychiartric
clinic of the N.Y. City Court of Gen-
eral Sessions during the last four
vears, 82 peréent were found aver.
age, normal individuals, 14 percent
on the borderline between normal
and abnormal, 2.4 percent mentally
defective, and 1.5 parcent psychotic
cases. It is concluded that mental
disease plays a comparatively minor
role in causing crime.”

L I
Can you exx;“lain Mickey Mouse’s popu-
larity?

Mickey Mouse is the perfect hero—
small, brave, inventive, imaginative;
and ever on the side of right and
justice. If Mickey were a giant, his
reputation would decline consider-
ably, because the public, it seems to
me, prefers its heroes to be under-
sized, thereby wmagnifying their
achievements, A big hero knocking
out the villain is only doing what’s
expected of him, but when a little
feller like Mickey routs the enemies
of righteousness he takes on the
stature of a superman. Mickey Mouse
is" humanity as it would like to be—
possessed of 4 true and beautiful love,
victory after struggle, health, vigor
and vitality, ability to overcome the
most. difficult obstacles, and with it
all a love of fun and a general good
time. Humanity, expressed in a
mouse, is a right pleasant, kindly,

friendly, decent thing, Mickey Mouse"

is Charlie Chaplin in reverse. The
little mouse always wins, while the
feller with the funny mustache and
queer walk is the frustratcd hero who
fights manfully, but loses. But when
Charlie loses, we know he isn’t out—
he’ll be back for another round, and
will fight nobly, even though he'll get
another kick in the pants. Chaplin
is the little feller who’s always try-
ing, and that makeg him dear tn onr
hearts, while Mickey—the perfect
optimist and extravert—takes one
look, reaches a decision, lands out,
and comes through with a X.O.
RN

What’s the best speed the railroads
make between California and Chicago?
Does it cost less to run these Diesel
trains? ‘

The Union Pacific is now installing

two 1l-car, stream-lined, articulated
trains for service between California
and Chicago, to make the trip In 39%
hours; which is 19 hours under the
fastest time made before. Pulled by
Diesel engines, these trains will be
able to make up to 115 miles per
hour. They were built in the South

‘Chitago Pullman shops and are the

latest in speed, absence of jolts and
noise, and the most modern improve-
ments, gadgets and decorations.

T’ve written before on the low fuel
cost of Diesel engines, but I have some
new data. The Burlington road, be-
tween Denver and Chicago, makes the
trip in 16 hours' (best previous time,
23 hours). This 1,000-mile run of its
two Zephyr trains costs only $17, as
compared with the $250 fuel cost of
the steam-powered super«train, the
“Aristoérat.” These Zephyrs contain
only three cars, without Pullmans, so
an inerease in the cost of fuel may he
expected when larger trains are put
into service. "

@ % LS
When the consumer shops does he buy
the exact brand he wants or does he
order on impulse?

The Du Pont Cellophane Company
made 2 survey of the retall field,
which showed that 62 percent of
women buyers and 42 percent of all
customers buy:

“On impulse, without advance de-
cisions as to the brand desired. It is
‘held that a wider choice of products
ahd brands, and new diversions ab-
sorbing the housewife’s time, have
‘caused the changed buying habit,
necessitating packaging of impulse
morchandise .in such a way that it
will have quick appeal to the cus-

tomer,”
AL
How many telephones are there in the
world, and how many of these are in
the U.S.?

The A.T.&T. Company reports there
were 33,540,000 telephones in the
world, in January, 1935. The U.S.
had 16,869,000 of these, or 50.3 per-
cent: Europe, 36 percent; Canada, 3
percent; Japan, 8 percent.: The U'S
has 18.36 telephones per 100 popula-
tion. Canada comes second with 11
per 100, -

Why doésn’t the federal government
establish a great university?

Ever since the formation of the
U.S.  the idea has persisted that the
government should establish, at-
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Washington, a super-university, Dr.
Edgar B. Wesley, of the University
of Minnesota, has wrillen a bouk, in
which he studies this suggestion. He
proposes an ingtitution that would be
run only for graduate and research
students and for students intending
to make government their career.
Dr. Wesley has found, among other
things, that George Washington left
$25,000 in his will for the founding
of such an ingstitution, and that the
money was never paid to the U.S. or
never came to light in any way.

What are the reading habits of the
average high school student? :

The New York City Association of
Teachers of English made a study of
47,000 high school. students in New
York City in order to learn their
reading interests. It was found that
shallow fiction was in greatest de-
mand instead of books capable of de-
veloping judgment or refining the
emotions. The survey shows that of
books reported five times or more the
clasgsifications were:

No. of Per-

books cent
Fiction ..... erecrreaae. 45,980 69.50
Yery light fiction ....... 4,371 6.66
Biography .............. 4,266 6.45
Plays .....covivivinnnns 3,513 5.30
Science .......ci00000000 2,204 3.23
Poetry ..veeenvinnreeinns 1,656 2.50
Travel, adventure ,,..... 1,668 2.52
Unclassified ............. 2,475 3.74

In newspaper and periodical. read-
ing (where they were almost inde-
pendent of the influence of their
teachers) the students sank to even
lower standards, as follows:

“In four high schools surveyed,
tabloids were most widely read, con-
stituting the daily paper for 70 per-
cent of the youngest and most re-
tarded group. In newspapers, the
interest concentrated on comic sec-
tions, sports and the front page;
in magazines on sports, motion pic-
tures, popular science, mystery and
detective stories. Hundreds habitu-
ally read wmagazines of doubtful
standards.”

N AR I

Why is Virginia called “the Mother of
Presidents”?

.+ Because this State gave the coun-
try . the most Presidents—eight. The
natives of “The Old Dominion” were:
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Mon-
roe, W. H. Harrison, Tyler, Taylor
and Wilson. Ohio comes next with

seven Presidents: Grant, Hayes, Gar-
fleld, Benjamin Harrison, MecKinley,
Taft and Harding.

B oo o

, kg
How many U.S. Presidents were . from
New York?

Four, as follows: Van Buren, Fill-
more, Theodore Roosevelt and Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt. ,

L . . :
Would a good egg-laying hen slow down
on production if she weren’t domesti-
cated? ‘

A hen that lays about 200 eggs per
year does about 10 times the laying
she’d do if she were undomesticated.
Dr. W, A. Hagan, of New York State -
Veterinary College, says it takes a
hardy bird to stand the strain of
high egg production. He figures a
hen that lays 200 eggs produces at
least five times her own weight in
eggs in a single year,

Is it a. fact"thnt t;x:ere is danger of a
shortage of timber because we are using
up our forests faster than they can re-
produce themselves?

P. A. Hayward, chief of the for-
est products division of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, says there is no
possihility of a lumber shortage be-
fore “some far distant time.” He be-
lieves this country will always have
sufficient timber to meet “all reason-
able needs and that the immediate
and pressing problem ig that of ex-
pansion of markets for forest pro-
ducts.” Mr. Hayward ecalls attention
to the fact that timber is one natural
resource that is reproducible and
should therefore be looked on as a
crop which must be utilized or it’
“ceases to be an important asset.”

Are pin ball machines games of chance
or skill? ) E
Dr. C. C. Clark, Science Depart-
ment, New York University School
of Commerce, was invited by Mayor
F. H. LaGuardia and the New York
City Police Department to undertake
a study of nine machines taken in
legal test cases. Dr, Clark and a
number of tabulators watched stu-
dents play the machines in order to
answer whether-the machines were
games of gkill or gambling devices.
The results of 67,000 plays showed
that practice has almost nothing te
do with playing the games; ‘that
the results were almost the same
when the faces of the machines were
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covereq so that the player couldn’t
even see where the ball was going
after he released it.

Dr. Clark put 10 assistants to work
to become skilful with the devices.
After they played the machine 30,000
times it was found they were only
from 2 to 9 percent better than those
students who played them blindly or
casually. Dr, Clark added:

“This 2 to 9 percent represents
the maximuin element of skill in-
volved under the most liberal interas
pretation. It is so slight that it may
éveh represeiit only the error of the
data. The absence of any ability to
develop skill in playing pin-game
machineg is to be explained primar-
ily on the basis of the construction
and operation of the machines,

“The machines consist of an in-
clined table containing a number of
holes into which the balls may fall
when the machine is being played.

The holes are surrounded by numer~ -

ous pins and springs, all of which
affect the direction of the ball. Un-
like other established gameg of gkill
where balls are used, such as bil-
liards, golf or baseball, the player
loses all control of the ball long be-
fore the scores are made.

“The ball is shot up an inclined
runway and after rebounding against
a spring or pin it returns down the
inclined table largely through the
force of gravity. It is in the return
of the ball that the scores are made,
but the player has lost all control
of the ball after that first rebound.
In all other ball games the scores
are made primarily as the ball moves
away from the player with a force
which he imparts.”

Dr. Clark’s numerous and careful
tabulations showed the pin ball ma-
chines are even worse nickel-grab-
bers than slot machines. The chances
of getting the top winning scores or
combinations, according to Dr. Clark,
range, on different machines, from 5
to 1 in 1,000. His tabulations also
prove that the chances of getting
any kind of a winning score, on dif-
forent machines, range from 54 to 12

in 1,000. Dr. Clark said:

“The playing records reveal that
in most of the machines approxi-
mately 80 percent of the balls play-
ed will fall into one hole or an-
other, This high chance of get-
ting the ball into some hole serves
as a stimulug to the player. The
chances of getting the balls into the
proper combinatiop of holes neces-

sary for winning, however, are very

small.” :

Those pin ball machines which de-
liver money to the player for each
hole he makes pay only an average of
54 percent, which is an unusually low
rate. Other types of gambling ma-
chines-—such as roulette and slot ma-
chines—do much better, if they
haven't been fixed. An honest slot
machine pays back from 65 to 75
percent of the money gut into it.

What are s%me of the problems sclen-
tists are working on? B

This is a vast subject, and T’'ve
given various outlines in the past.
The latest will be found in a new
book, The Next Hundred Years, by
Dr. C. C. Furnas, professor of chem-
istry, Yale University, in which he
suggests the following tasks for sci-
ence:

1. In chemistry: road surfaces that
will last 100 years; roofs that won’t
ever leak; a super-conductor for
alectricity; a perfect insulator for
heat; artificial molars that will look
and work as well as natural ones;
food containers that are perfect, non-
corrosive, non-chip and cheap; paper
that will endure as long ag parch-
ment,

2. In engineering: “We will all be
much better off when agrienltnre de-
velops into a highly specialized,
large unit industry employing all
scientific, engineering and financial
ability available.”

8. In biology: “If hogs, dogs, poul-
try, cows and horses can be bred up
to some ideal, why not humans?”

4, In social seiences: “We have
taken away security and added auto-
mobiles, but that security ... is the
king pin of our social existence. We
must have it back.” ‘

Of course, Dr. Furnas’ suggestions
have value, but they only touch the
surface. Frankly, I’m puzzled by his
fourth proposition. I know of no pe-
riod in human history when the
masses enjoyed social security. It
hasn’t been- lost, because we never
had it. Science’s job is to establish
soeial gecurity for the firet time in
history. And that, I insist, will have
to be achieved only through a sys-
tem of socialized industry, The job
can be done, but it’s going to take a
lot of sound thinking and planning.
Our mood, for the present, isn’t in
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the direction of a scientific solution of
the problems of poverty, unemploy-
ment and violence. We still have the
childish notion that utopia can be
achieved by some brilliant stunt—
a la Townsend or Father Coughlin.
But we’ll learn, from bitter experi-
ence, that these problems won’t ever
be solved by magicians. When the
charlatans and quacks have finished,
perhaps we'll come to our senses and
turn to the only force capable &f es-
tablishing a cooperative common-
wealth of peace, plenty and social
security—science. »

What does it cost to govern our big
cities?

The U.S. Census Bureau reported,
in May, 1936, the following costs to
operate municipal governments:

Per Capita

Cities Cost Total Cost
New York . ...... $88.42  $747,436.000
- Chicago .......... 45.62 185,087,000
Los Angeles ...... 70.56 126,871,000
Philadelphia ..... 54.08 111,126,000
Detroit ........... 61.87 107,661,000
Boston ........... 89.01 76,876,000
Cleveland ........ 60.37 60,597,000
Buffalo ........... 83.50 52,886,000
San Franciseo . ... (924 51,212,000
Pittsburgh ....... 62.20 47,174,000

The same report says it cost $2,-
522,520,000 to operate, in 1934, the
municipal governments of 93 of our
cities which have a population of
100,000 or mo;e‘.

If the average man didn’t shave during
his lifetime, how long would his whisk-
ers be?

If he never ghaved, and if his
whiskers kept right on growmg he’d
have a beard about 16 feet in length
on his 60th | bxrthday

Can explosives vbe made from any other
vegetable matter besides cotton?

The American Chemical Society re-
ports that Professor Edward Bartow,
of the University of Iowa, has dis-
covered a method of extracting a su-
per-explosive from corn, which may
now be produced commercially. “The
agent,” savs the report, “is made
from inositol, a waste product ob-
tained from Llhe waler in which the
corn has been soaked in the manu-
facture of corstarch. Heretofore, this
sugar-like substance—also being tried
clinically as a possible sugar substi-
tute in the diet of diabetics—was ex-
tracted at such cost that its price was

$500 a pound; only five pounds a year
were made avallable for experimental
purposes; all other inositol is being
thrown away as waste. The new
process permits to extract as much
as 1,0000000 pounds a year at a rea-
sonable cost.”
LR

What are the facts regarding deaths
among medical doctors?

The Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association, April 8, 1936, says
that during 1985 there were 8,319
deaths of physicians in the U.S,,
against 8,231 in the previous year.
The average age of death was 64.2
years. The life expectation for the
general population is 61.26 years.
The 1985 deaths among doctors in-
cluded:

510 between

499 between

455 between

400 between the of 55 and 59

385 between the of 75 and 79

Most deathg occurred in the month
of January. Leading causes were:
Heart diseases 1,345 deaths

and 64
and 69
and 74

the
the
the

of 60
of 65
of 70

age
age
age
age
age

Cerebral hemorrhage . 375
Pneumonia ........... 360
Arteriosclerosis ...... 322 “

What is the cause of color.blindnezs?

This condition may be caused by
congenital (inherited) conditions, or
disease or injury to the optic nerves.
Nothing can be done to remedy con-
genital color-blindness. There are
about 18 different forms of color-
blindness, ranging from complete in-
ability to detect any colors, every-
thing appearing to be grayish, down
to normal vision with certain colors
and blindness with others.

o R

Have you any ﬁgures dealing with abor-
tions in the U.S.?

The Birth Control Review, April,
1936, estimates there are 681,000
abortlons Der year in this country,
resulting in about 8,000 deaths. The
same authority continue.s:

. “In the past 40 years, there has

been a marked increase in the num-

ber of abortions with a decrease in
the number of births, the ratio of
abortions to confinements changing

from 1 to seven 40 years ago to 1

to 3 at the present time. In some

industrial centers, the number of
abortions approximately equals the
number of full term deliveries. Of
total abortions, 25 percent to 30 per-
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cent are spontaneous, 10 percent to
15 percent are therapeutic, and
about 60 percent to 65 percent are
fllegally induced. Over half of the
latter are done by physicians, one-
fifth by midwives and the remainder
by the patients themselves. About
90 percent of all abortions occur
in married pregnant women, espe-
cially those between 25 and 35 years
of age who have had several child-
ren. Abortions constitute the great-
est-single factor in the high puer-
peral mortality, namely one-fourth
of the total”

These figures—and they are pretty
accurate—expose the utter futility of
our laws against the dissemination
of birth control information. Women
denied the right to scientific informas
tion resort to abortion—with appal-
ling results. Our church-ridden, pur-
itanical elements think they are serv-
ing “morality” when they make birth
control education illegal, but see what
the price is—death and ruined lives!
The same criticism goes for the allied
element that opposes open, candid at-
tacks on venereal diseases, for fear
the people will indulge in an orgy
of vice! Millions of people are in-
fected unnecessarily—science says the
two great venereal diseases could be
wiped out in a generation if our pur-
itahical taboos were removed—but
hypoerisy must have its place in the
seals of the. mighty!’

L .

Don’t you think we ought to have a new
national anthem, without the present
one’s glorification of militarism?

I certainly agree with you. Per-
sons who love peace and order cer-
tainly don’t get a thrill from singing
about “the rockets’ red glare, the
bombs bursting in air,” etc. But, it
happens that new words were writ-
ten to the music of The Star Spangled
Banner, and they express the ideals
of peace and brotherhood, instead of
violence and destruction. They were
written by Katherine Devereux Blake,
several decades ago, and for a time,
before the World War, the first
stanza was used in the publie schools
of New York City. But when we
joined in Wilson’s war to make the
world safe for democracy and Mor-
gan’s investments, the stanza was
stricken out of the school textbooks.
The stanzas by Miss Blake make
much better sense, but I still feel that
our national anthem is an unsingable,
clumsy song, however good the words

may be. The Blake stanzas follow:
O say can you see, you who glory in war,
All the wounded and dead of the red
battle’s reaping? o
Can you listen unmoved to their age-
nized groans,
Hear the children who starve, and the
pale widows weeping?
Henceforth let us swear
Bombs shal] not burst in air,
Nor war’s desolation wreck all that is
fair,

But - the star spangled banner by
workers unfurled
Shall give hope to the

peéace to the world.

nations and

O work toward the future when all wars
shall cease,

And the watchiires of murder no more
shall be lighting,
When ’gainst ignorance, dirt

and disease,
Humanity’s brains shall be valiantly
fighting.
Then the world shall be fair,
Powers of earth, sea and air,
Shall bow before science, their secrets
lay bare.
Then the star spangled banner with
the peace flag shall wave,
The whole world shall be home of the
free and t*lX:e brave.

poverty,

Can yon explain why members of the
professional classes indulge in child-
less marriages?

The Eugenics Researeh Associa-
tion, at its New York convention,
brought out the facts of a survey of
576 childless marriages among pro-
fessionalg in this country. The fol-
lowing reasons were submitted:

Involuntary ..............cc.....
Self-centered attitude, such as
wife’s preference for a protes-
sional career
Economic pressure
Poor health .............. PR 9
Unwillingness to pass on unsound
hereditary traits
Dislike for children

g N %

Is anything being done to honor the
memory of Thomas Paine in the manner
his services to civilization deserve?

I'm glad to he able to report that
a distinguished committee of scholars,
public men and libertarians are now
at work gathering funds, under the
direction of Joseph Lewis, to celebrate
the bi-centennial of Paine’s birth with
the erection of a statue in Paris, on
January 29, 1937. The project will
go through if the money is finally
raised, because the Leon Blum So-
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cialist government now in power, ac-
cording to a letter I’ve received from
My. Lewis, is enthusiastically in fa-
vor of it. The committee is headed
by Edouard Herriot, leader of the
Radical Socialist party (Liberal) of
France.

Paine—an Englishman by birth, a
French citizen by decree, and an
American by adoption—has been ne-
glected disgracefully, mainly because
of his unorthodox ideas on religion.
Some of the greatest figures in the
last century and a half have cxpress-
ed the keenest admiration - for the
great Thomag Paine, Let me quote a
few eulogies, which were compiled by
Joseph Lewis, ag follows:

“Others can rule, many can fight,
but only Thomas Paine can write
for us the English tongune ”--BEN-
JAMIN FRANKLIN

“Your presence may remind Con-
gress of your past services to this
country, and if it is in my power
to impress thém, command my best
exertions with freedom, as they will
be rendered cheerfully, by one who
en'ertaing a lively sense of the im-
portance of your works.”—GEORGE
WASHINGTON

“History is to aseribe the revolu-
tion to Thomas Paine —JOHN
ADAMS

“That you may long live to con-
tinue your useful labors, and to reap
the reward of the thankfulness of
mations is my sincere prayer.”—
THOMAS JEFFERSON

“The crime of ingratitude has not
yvet stained, and 1 hope never will
stain, our national character. You
are considered by them as mot only
having rendered important services
in our awn Revolution, but as being,
on a more extensive scale, the friend
of human rights, and a distinguish-
ed and able advocate in favor of
publie liherty. To the welfare of
Thomas Paine the Americang are
not, nor can they be, indifferent.”
—JAMES MONROE

“I never tire of reading Paine.”
—ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“No writing ever more instantly
swung men to its humor.””—WOQOD-
ROW WILSON

“Free America without her Thom-
@as Paine is unthinkable.”~~GENER-
AL LAFAYETTE

“Thomas Paine! A gtatue of gold
should be erected to you in every
city of the world.”—~NAPOLEON
BONAPARTE

“With his name left out, the his-
tory of liberty can not be written.”
~—~ROBERT G. INGERSOLL

“That Illustrious . American.”—
VICTOR HUGO

“We never had a sounder intelli-
gence in this Republic. He was the
equal of Washington in making
American liberty possible. Where
Washington performed, Paine de-
vised and wrote. The deeds of the
one in the field were matched by
the other with his pen. I consider
Paine our greatest wnolitical think-
er.”—THOMAS A. EDISON

“Paine practiced what he preach-
ed and some day will be recognized
as one of the clearest of thinkers®
—THOMAS A. EDISON

I have been, since my boyhood, a
great admirer of the writings of
Thomas Paine, one of the world’s
greatest liberators. He fought priest-
ly and kingly tyranny without com-
promise and without fear. And with
it all he possessed a literary style
that was perfect for its ends. Paine’s.
Age of Reason is still a popular book,
and still opens the minds of tens of
thousands of persons everywhere
from month to month, because the
book is a deathless classic—a work
that will endure not only because it
serveg a useful purpose but is in it-
self a supreme masterpiece of in~
formative writing. .

Let me close this tribute to one
of my greatest admirations with: a
haker’s dozen of gems from the writ-
ings of Thomas Paine, the great pa-
triot who said: “Independence is my
happiness, and I view things as they
are, without regard to place or per-
son; my country is the world, and my
religion is to do good.” :

Paine’s sentences follow:

These are the times that try men’s
souls. The Summer soldier and the
sunshine patriot will, in this crisis,
shrink from the service of his cotin-
try; but he that stands it now, de-
serves the love and thanks of man.
and woman. Tyranny, like Hell, is
not easily conquered; yet we have
this consolation with us, that the
harder the conflict, the more glori-
ous the triumph. What we obtain
too cheap, we esteem too lightly:
’t is dearness only that gives every-
thing its value., Heaven knows how
to put a proper price upon iis
goods: and it would be strange in-
deed, if so celestial an article as
Freedom should not be highly rated.

I love the mah that can smile in
trouble, that can gather .strength
from distress, and grow brave by
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reflcction. 'T is the business of lit-
tle minds to shrink, but he whose
heart is firm and whose conscience
approves his conduct, will pursue
his principlées unto death.

Some people can be reasoned into
senge, and others must he shocked
into it.

As to religion, I hold it to be the
indispensable duty of all govern-
ments to protect all conscientious
professors thereof, and I know of
no other business which government
hath to do therewith.

It 'is an affront to truth to treat
falsehood with complaisance.

The sublime and the ridiculous
are often so nearly related that it
is difficult to class them separately.
One step below the sublime makes

the ridiculous, and one step above -

‘the ridiculous makes the sublime
again,

When it shall be said in any
country in the world, “My poor are
happy: neither ignorance nor dis-
tress is to be found among them;
my jails are empty of prisoners,
my streets of beggars; the aged are
not in want, the taxes are not op-
pressive; the rational world is my
friend, I am a friend of ity hap.
piness”~-when these things can be
gaid, then may that country boast
of its constitution and its govern-
ment. )

When we consider, for the feel-
ings of nature cannot be dismissed,
the calamitiegs of war and the mis-
eries it inflicts upon the human
species, the thousands, and tens of
. thousands, of every age and sex who
are rendered wretched by the event,
gurely there is something in the
heairt of man that calls upon him to
think! Surely there is some tender
chord,  tuned bf the hand of the
Creator, that still struggles to emit
in the hearing of the soul a note
of sorrowing sympathy. Let it then
be heard, and let man learn to feel
that the true greatness of a nation
is founded on principles of human-
ity, and not on conguest. War in-
volves in its progress such a train
of unforeseen and unsupposed cir-
cumstances, such a combination of
foreign matters, that no human wis-
dom can calculate the end. It has
but one thing certain, and that is
to increase taxes. 1 defend the
¢ause of the poor, of the manufac-
tarer, of the ftradesman, of the

farmer, and of all those on whom
the real burden of taxes fall—but
above all, I defend the cause of
women and children—of all human-
ity.

Poverty is a thing created by that
which is called civilized life.

The most formidable weapon
against errors of every kind is rea«
son. I have never used any other
and I trust 1 never shall,

Certain I am that when opinions
are free, either in matters of gov-
ernment or religion, truth will final-
ly and powerfully prevail.

To argue with a man who has
renounced the use and authority
of . reason, and whose philosephy
consists in holding humanity in
contempt, Is like administering
medicine to the dead.

When will men stot;il condemning

in others the things they do them-
selves?
L ]
I have read that Roosevelt is the

32nd President, but is also the 31st in-
dividual to have gone into the White
House. What does thig mean?

It’s true that F. D. R. is both our
32nd President and 81st individual
President. This is explained by the
fact that Grover Cleveland’s two
terms were not consecutive, which
made him our 22nd and 24th Presi-
dent. N

How long have envelopes been in use?

Envelopes came into commercial
use only about a century ago. How-
ever. there is in the British Museum
a hand-made envelope (4% x8 in-
ches) used by the Right Honorable
Sir William Trumbull, England’s
Secretary of Stabe, to carry a letter,
in 1696, to Sir James Ogilvie of Lon-
don. The same museum has samples
of envelopes used by the government
in 1755 and 1760 to carry important
documents. At that time, and for
many years before, the Japanese used
envelopes to hold powders and scents.
One of the reasons envelopes were
slow to come into commercial use,
especially for mailing purposes, was
because the British postoffice depart-
ment charged double postage for
matter sent in envelopes. When the
British established the Penny Post
in 1840 and permitted letters to be
carried in envelopes at no extra '
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charge, the envelope business made
rapid progress, as did the general
uge of postal facilities. Lower ratcs,
permission” to enclose letters in en-
velopes, the invention of adhesive
stamps, and the increase in weight
from a half ounce to an ounce at the
penny rate resulted in a large in-
crease in the numbef of letters mail-
ed. Prior to 1840 the British post-
office handled about 76,000,000 let-
ters annually, The new rates and
conditions saw this number increased
tu 169,000,000 in 1840, and 350,000,
000 in 1850. At first, London book-
sellers supplied the envelope demand,
using their clerks in their spare time
to manufacture the handy artieles.
The first Londoner to make envelopes
was a Mr. Brewer, a bookseller in
Brighton, England.

%R
» FACTS ABOUT SNAKES

Editor, The American Freeman:

In the August, 1936, Freeman you
mentioned that an African cobra at-
tacked an Indian cobra at the New
York Zoo and the latter apparently
succumbed to the peoison. The follow-
ing appeared in the magazine “This
Week”:

“It has often been said that cap-
tured poisonous snakes ean and do
kill themselves by self-inflicted
bites. Recently an African yellow
cobra bit its cage-mate in the Rep-
tile House, an Indian cobra, and the
latter died two weeks later with
evidences of poisoning—yet Dr.
Ditmars does not believe that snakes
of the same species can poison
each other. These cobras, while of

- the same genus, were of different
species,

“As evidence, Dr. Ditmars cites
the fact that he has often brought
in bage of rattlesnakes from field
trips and found that they had bit-
ten themselves or each other many
times, Scores of times he has seen
noosed snakes bite themselves, with
no ill effects. Sometimes one rattle-
snake will bite another and the bit-
ten specimen dies, but autopsies
have always revealed that the fangs
punctured a vital spot and had the
same effect as if a knife or a needle

. had been plunged into the creature.
One copperhead wag bitten by an-
other copperhead and died almost
instantly. In that instance, the
snake’s heart had been punctured.”

Detroit, Mich. Hugo A. Jinsky
% L3

Have you any figures on the loss of

life in maternity cases?

The Maternity Center Association,
New York City, reports that a study
of conditions in that city proves one
mother dies in every 160 confinements.
To show how enormous this figure is,
let me add it means an average of
one in every 40 women having four
children dies in confinement. The
syrvey just quoted continues:

“It has, been demonstrated in a
poor section of the city that proper
maternal care could reduce the ma-
ternal death rate from 6 to 2. per
1,000. In the whole of the U.S., more
than half, possibly two-thirds, of
mothers who died in child-birth in
recent years, could have been saved
by pre- and post-natal care. The
rate of maternity deaths in the U.S.
is higher than in most civilized coun~
tries Dbecause of ignurance and a
genera] lack of interest in mater-
nity care, in contrast to the pro-
vision of planned care for every ex-
pectant mother, regardless of abil-
ity to pay, in certain European
countries.” (If maternal deaths
could be reduced to the level pre-
vailing in most European countries,
the lives of more than 7,000 women
would be saved each year.)

B g o

Have you any facts dealing with the
scientific researches conducted by the
steel companies?

The American Iron and Steel In-
stitute, on May 12, 1936, reported:
“Expeditures for research by 42
steel companies, accounting for near-
ly 90 percent of total capacity, will |
reach about $9,200.000 this year,
against $8,100,000 last year, and
$8,700,000 in 1929. About 40 percent
of the research outlay will serve to
improve the quality of products,
10 percent to find new markets and
uses, the balance to develop new
types of products and to reduce
costs. Facilities and equipment used
in research are valued at more
than $6,000.000; nearly 2,280 engi-
neers, metallurgists, chemists, phys-
icists and other experts devote their
full time, an additional 300 a ma-
jor part of their time, to research,”

How much money have foreigners in-
vested in the U.S.? How miuach money
have Americans invested in foreign
countries?

The Department of Commerce re-
portg about $5,035,000,000 was in-"
vested by foreigners in the U.S. at
the end of 1935, which is $765,000,-
000 over the amount of long-term in-
vestments held at the same time in
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1934. To the above figure must be
added foreign-held bank balances in
the U.S., and other short-term items,
which bring the total up to $6,235,~
000,000. It was $4,870,000,000 at the
close of 1984, The main reason for
this increase was the heavier pur-
chase of American common stocks.
There is the additional feature of
inereased prices (a gain of 37 per-
cent) for these shares. Five coun-
tries account for 76.4 percent of the
holdings of foreigners in ’ohe U.S.y

as follows:

Great Britain . $1,374 000,000 27.3%
Canada .......... 1,000,000,000 20.0
Netherlands ..... 800,000,000 15.6
Switzerland ...... 399,000,000 7.9
France .......... 282,000,000 5.6

Barron’s, June 8, 1936, reports
American long-term investments. in
foreign countries as follows:
Par value of investments

in foreign bonds, Jan,,

1935 teieririreneinenn $5,300,000,000

Less repatriatmns in 1935 500,000,000
Settlement values (50%

of American holdings in

default securities; $1,-
650,000,000) ..... eeiee 800,000,000
\ $4,000,000,000

Par value of direct in-

vestments abroad, Jan,,
1935 . $17,700,000,000
Less 35% depreciation .. 2,700,000,000
$5,000,000,000

Estimated present value

of American invest-
ments abroad ......... $9,000,000,000

SR

Were there any scientific results from
the balloon stratosphere flight made in
South Dakota last year?

On November 11, 1935, Captains
Stevens and Anderson made a balloon
flight "into the stratosphere, the sci-
entific results of which were summar-
ized by the research department of
Greylock Corporation, as follows:

" A pictare taken automatically at

the record height of 72,395 feet

covers - 105 square miles of South

Dakota and shows curvature of hox-

izon 330 miles away, as well as a

marked boundary between the tropo-

sphere (dust-laden region of rising
and descending air currents inter-
spersed with clouds and smoke re-
flecting light) and the stratosphere
(region of mearly constant tempera-
ture, above dust and air turbulence).
The sky at 72,000 feet appeared
only about a tenth as bright as from

the ground. while sun light was

20 times brighter,

Living spores were captured
above 36,000 feet in special traps.

Samples of air collected revealed
no difference in the chemical com-
position of the atmosphere at high
and low altitudes.

Air conductivity of electricity at
61,000 feet was found 81 times that
prevailing at sea level; above that
altitude, it falls off slightly.

wofe e R
How many of our Presidents were Ma-
sons?

Twelve Presidents were Masons, as
follows: Buchanan, Garfield, Hard-
ing, Jackson, Johnson, McKinley,
Monroe, Polk Franklin D. Roosevelt,
I‘heodore Roo\sevelt Taft and Wash-
ington.

LI 4
‘Who useg all the electricity producea
in the U.8.2

T he Annalist, June 5, 1936, analyzed
the sales of electricity for the first
quarter, as follows (millions of kilo-
watt hours):

1936 1935
Large commercial (whole-
sale) ... ... .00 10,730 9,372
Small commercial (retall) 3,983 3,529
Domestic ..........c.... 4,060 3,653
Strcet and interurban
railways ............. 662 636
Municipal street lighting 1,276 1,206
Electrified steam . rail- )
roads ......ccci0niinne 279 196
Municipal and miscellan-
€OUS +ivvvvennacennnnns 201 152
Total ................. 21,190 18,744

L
What does it cost te buy time on the
great radio networks?

The Columbia network (96 stations)
costs $18,395 per hour. WEAF (65
stations) costs $16,040. WJZ (63
stations) $14,640. A broadeast over a
coast-to-coast coverage of more than
200 stations, at night, costs $52,000
per hour.

s e e o
I have read somewhere that it's pos-
sible to produce crops of vegetables
without soil. Have you any i nformation
on Lhis subject?

A great deal of publicity has been
given to ‘this recent development in
scientific agriculture, the best sum-
mary appearing in Business Week,
May 9, 1936, as follows:

“Great advances have been made
in the production of food in labor-
atories and greenhouses where sea-
sonal influences and toil in the
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fields is eliminated. Tomato plants
laden with hundreds of perfect to-
matoes grow 15 feet hi&gh out of
shallow tanks of liquid nourish-

.ment without soil. The plants grow

under natural light and tempera-
ture changes in greenhouses, Under
these conditions, tomato plants
yield at the rate of 217 tons per
tank acre of surface, compared with
an average of five tons per acre
when grown in the field. Potatoes
have been grown at the rate of 2.4
1bs. per sq. ft., or 2,465 bu. per
acre of tank surface, compared with
an average of 116 bu. for the entire
country in 1934. Tobacco plants
have been grown 20 feet high, and
successful experiments were made
with beets, turnips, celery and cu-
cumbers.”

2L S R

Have ecugenists ever made scientific
comparisons of the children of polyg-
amists and monogamists?

Dr. Will Durant, at a meeting of the

American F‘ugpmc Society, disenssed
this subject, as follows:

“From the point of view of eu-
genics,. polygamy hag worked out
much better than monogamy. In a
polygamous society it is the more
successful men—and therefore the
most able—who have many wives
and thereby more children™

o F)
Frequently I hear over the radio that
a certain program is “electrically tran-
scribed.” Whal dves il mean?

The Kablegram, June, 1936, defines

it as follows:

ELECTRICALLY TRANSCRIBED.
—An expression now wel] establish-
ed in radio parlance. It refers to
a program prepared and performed
in cxactly the samc way as the
direct program, except that instead
of being put immediately on the
air, it is first recorded on a disc,
and is then scnt to the broadeast-
ing station. Such programs can be
sent to any number of stations. By
this method the advertiser can se-
cure national, or strictly regional,

- coverage, and a wider choice of ra-

I

dio time,
: A oode d P

agrce with your statcment, which you

say is based on the researches of Prof.
Leuba, that the higher institutions of
learning produce the greatest propor-
tion of skcptics, unbclicvers, and Athe-
ists among students, honor graduates,
instructors and professors. I have the
feeling that an investigation among
the lesser institutions will show a sur-
prising trend in the direction of Free-
thought, and here I have ip mind

especially the religious colleges that
are supposed to be invincible fortresses
of faith and orthodoxy. Have you ahy
information on this point?

I receive a surpriging number of
letters from instructors and profes-
sors in theological institutions, and
the conclusmn I draw is that Free-
thought is invading even those cen-
ters of obscurantism. Recently I re-
celved a copy of a letter written by
Dr. Edward Dickinson, of Oberlin
College, at Oberlin, Ohio, to Joseph
McCabe. 1 found the missive delight-
ful, intelligent and candid. It showed
that anti-religious ideas are taking
hold not only in the great seats.of
learning but in the very training
schools that are supposed to keep the
faith alive and thriving. I consider
Dr. Dickinson’s letter so important.
and revealing that I'm quoting it in
its entirety. I don’t feel in the slight-
est sense that too much space is
bemg allotted to Dr., Dickinson’s re-
view of an m’cerestmg situation.
Every word of it is valuable and
should be studied ecarefully by my
readers, The letter:

I have been reading with great
interest your Little Blue Book en-
titled “The Revnlt Against Reli-
gion.” I consider your statements
and inferences absolutely correct.
As science advanceg orthodox re-
ligion declines. Perhaps I should
say ALL religious belief declines:
but many scientists, like Robert
Millikan, and even many who call
themselves Agnostics, maintain a
vague and shadowy faith in the
supernatural, ’

1 have lived long enough to see
an cnormous shrinkage in belicf in
Christianity among educated people.
I have been a professor for 43
years (counting 14 years as pro-
fcosor cmeritus) in a college which
has been for over 100 years emi-
nent for its religious influence,
notably for its support of the cause
of missions. When I joined its fa-
culty it would be safe to say that
all of its faculty were church mem-
bers and regular attendants - upon
rcligious Sunday services., Most of
them were connected with the tweo
Congregational ' churches, which
have since been united into one, I
have asked mcmbers of the faculty
who are in a position to know, how
many of the teaching force and
other officials—numbering about 330
—are in the habit of attending
church services: the estimate is
ahout one in six or seven,
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Now here comes a point that
should be considered in taking en-
rolled church membership as in-
dicative of the amount of religious
belief of this country. You admit
that when the population of this
‘country wag 110,000,000 the number
of church members was about 50,-
000,000. But there is no way of
knowing how many of the enrolled
church members are believers in
the church doectrines. I know that
in Oberlin, for example, there are
very many whose names are on the
church rolls who no longer believe
in Christianity—many who have
lost belief in any religion. They
cease to attend church services.
They do not formally withdraw be-
cause to do so would cause grief
among the faithful who are their
friends and neighbors, or because
apparent support of the church is
an asset in business, or because to
order the expunging of their names
would cause them trouble, or per-
haps in many cases they consider
that the community church has a
social value in its aid to social in-
terests, especially those of a be-
nevolent purpose. One of the trus-
tees of the “First Church in Ober-
lin,” which has by far the largest
membership = in  town, especially
among the college people, told me
that only about 40 percent of the
members contribute to the church
expenses, Indifference is the only
explanation of this. If faith and
interest in the church decline as
fast in the next 40 years as they
have in the last 40, religion in Ober-
lin—which I once heard a pulpit
orator call “the most pious place in
America”—will be but a shadow of
what it once was, if it remains per-
ceptible at all.

If instead of the number of church
members in America the number of
BELIEVERS could be enumerated
in the census, the result would give
very little joy (v the vrthodox.

You have undoubtedly recognized
another great movement in our
country, as sweeping, as fundamen-
tal, as significant as the movement
away from religion~and this is the
detachment of the principles and
sanctions of morality from their
association withe religion, and their
removal to a secular, rational basis.
Educated and intelligent people no
longer derive their law of life from
an imaginary “will of God,” con-
veyed to the church by inspiration,
or from an imaginary “conscience.”
Morals are seem to be relative, not
absolute. They are judged by mo-
tives,  circumstances, and conse-

quences—their actual influence upon
the individual and society.

This applies especially to sex mo-
rality. Among educated young wom-
en this development of a new code
—entirely dissociated from religion,
casting off the authority of the
church—is notable and extraordi-
nary. To them chastity is no longer
the supreme virtue, by which alone
a woman’s merit is judged—a
sacrosanct, mystical element and ob-
ject of distinctive veneration. The
terms “purity” and “impurity,”
“honor” and “dishonor” are mo
longer connected in their minds
with conduct relating only to sex.
Sex behavior is not good or bad in
and of itself; it is prudent or im-
prudent, desirable or undesirable.
No external authority is admitted
as coercive. No categorical imper-
ative, assumed and imposed by re-
ligion and the church, is allowed to
interfere with their own judgments
and decisions.

In my large -acquaintance with
young women in my long career as
a professor in a large coeducational
college I have continued delightful
friendships = with superior young
women after their graduation, and
as they have entered into the
practical world of affairs. I know
the opinions upon this subject of
more than 20 highly intelligent and
cultured young women between the
ages of 22 and 35, and not ome of
them holds in principle to the right
of religion and the church to impose
restrictions upon their conduct.
They recognize inhibitions and con-
trols, but they are not those of re-
ligion and theological tradition.
These independent young women
make their laws for themselves and
they are ready to assume the re-
sponsibilities, If they chouse Lo
follow their belief in sex freedom
into actual experience—as some of
them have—they do not appear’to
have been intellectually or morally
harmed by it, and they are not at
all troubled by an “accusing con-
science.”

There is no reason to imagine
that these score and more of my
fine young friends are exceptional
in the class to which they belong.
They are representative of those
who have come from our colleges
in the last 20 years. That they are
in most cases engaged in serious
and serviceable pursuits and inter-
ests is an assurance that society is
receiving no injury from their “new
freedom.” They merely mark the
downfall of another hoary super-
stition.
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Dr. Robert Briffault, in his bril-
liant work, “Rational Evolution,”
declares that “there mnever was an
age so moral, in the strictegt sense
of the term, as the present one,”
in spite of the fact that “not only
are dogmatic faiths today in a state
of dissolution, but all traditional
standards and sanctions of moral
values are being subjected to un-
sparing criticism.” “It is certain,”
he mays, “that the appeal of senti.
ments of justice, equity, humanity,
has never been so powerful and so
general;  that sensitivemesg to
wrong, oppresgion, injustice has
never been so keen; that the con-
science of human society, wherever
suffering, evil, abuse exist, has
never been so lively and suscep-
tible.” The explanation, it seems to
me, is that the Christian church
has from the beginning  fixed its
thought and motive upon a sup-
posed “other world” rather than
upon happiness and well-being in
this world—individual - salvation
from hell and from “ein,” rather
than the rescue and health and
progress of society. Not so much
the discoveries of science as the
adeption and extension of the sci-
entific spirit and method turns the
interest of men upon what is
KNOWN, and away from hope and
reliance upon a hercafter, for the
reality of which no evidence exists.
There will never be a reaction
against this mew spirit which seeks
to improve the lot of man in the
world in which he now lives. If
religion will support this great

* longing of humanity by making men
realize that only in social justice
can happiness be found, then reli-

gion will survive. But it will be a

NEW religion, not any religion now

existing in the carth,

A
Every now and then I come on the story
that our army was compelled fo pay
rent to the French government for the
trenches it occupied in the World War.
Is there any truth in this persistent
report?

It’s bunk, from beginning to end.
The New Republic investigated this
myth and reported to its readers that
Major General James G. Harbord,
. commander of the Services of Sup-
plies for the American Expeditionary
Forces, showed that “no rent was
ever paid for trenches in France oec-
cupied or used for offensive or de-
fensive purposes and, so far as he
knows, no request for payment was
ever made.)” Such myths usually
start with some innocent fact, and

The New Republic seems to have
found the source of the yarn, as the
following shows: “It is true, how-
ever, that land back of the divisional
areas was rented for training pur-
poses, and when trenches were con-
structed on this land the damages
were paid for. This was the practice
in the United States, and General
Harbord is confident that it was the
praclice of the vlher Allies in France
and of the French themselves.”
de o o o

The public opinion column of David
Stern’s newspaper, The Camden Courler,
has been running a long series of let-
ters by Everett R. Meves, 424 N, Fifth
Street, Camden, N.J., in which he argues
that Socialism is false because it’s at
variance with the principles of biology.
I enclose some of his letters, which I’'ve
clipped for your benefit,

Mr. Meves summarizes his argu-
ment in one of his letters, as follows:

Biology is the science of living
organismy, and ovne must under-
stand it to understand man. It in-
cludes biology proper, physiology,
psychology, anthropology, genetics,
eugenics and some other studies.
Even a very slight acquaintance
with biology will show the absurd-
ity of Socialism and other proposed
collectivist systems. They are con-
trary to all the laws of nature. The
only way to conquer nature is to
cooperate with it. Capitalism, im-
perfect as 1t 1s, 1s a natural growih,
not the creation of a lot of dream-
ers, and i§ more in harmony with
what biology shows man really to
be than any of these systems.

If this is a sample of the writer’s
philosophy, it’s clear that he knows
little about biology, Socialism or Cap-
italism. It has always been one of
the claims of scientific Socialists that
Capitalism’s appearance was the re-
sult of social evolution. Capitalism
applied science to the production of
wealth, with startling success. It
grew to world dominance because of
its - scientific foundations. Socialists
are always the first to admit this
simple fact. .

Socialists object “to Capitalism on
the score that it concentrates on
wealth production, but insists on un-
scientific methods for the distribntion
of wealth, Also, despite the growth
of political democracy, Capitalism
insists that the economic basis of so-
ciety shall be a dictatorship, while
the Socialists claim it’s necessary to
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combine political democracy with in-
dustrial or social democracy.
Socialists aren’t the enemies of Cap-
italism, in that they would destroy
the material basis of the system.
They’re hot for it. But they do insist

that while the mechanisms of
Capitalism must be protected
and preserved, it is necessary

to the social well-belng that it be
democratized, that it be used for the
good of the greatest ntmber, instead
of for the profits of a small owning
class. Socialists, like true gcientists,
would cautiously save the good in
Capitalism—its science, machinery
and other facilities, and place them
under the control of society. In other
words, they insist on the social own-
ership of the means of wealth pro-
uction. I fail to see anything about
this program that’s in conflict with
the laws of bhiology.

Alfred Russel Wallace was o great
biologist, second in fame only to
Charles Darwin. In fact, the records
of science show that Wallace discov-
ered the principles of evolution and
also outlined the theory of the ori-
gin of species through natural selec-
tion geveral years before Darwin rve-
leased his epoch-making book that
took the whole educated world by
gtorm. Wallace, true to the scientific
spirit, was glad to see Darwin get
the credit as the discoverer of the
theory, because he realized that his
own conclusions were based on a
rather brief essay while Darwin pre-
sented his case with a tremendous
mass of substanfiating data. And,
lo gel tv my point, Wallace was onc
of the early British Socialists. His
being a great biologist didnt deter
him from seeing the advances possible
through the inauguration of a social
gystem in which the masses will be
in control of the means by which they
make their livelihoods.

And, let’s not forget that one of
America’s greatest biologists, Dr.
Jacques Loeb, was, until his death
some 15 years ago, a firm materialist
and Socialist. I recall vividly that
while T was Sunday Editor of the
New York Call, over 20 ycars ago,
he delivered to me personally the man-
uscript of a paper he had read before
a scientific body, in which he utter-
ed ideas acceptable to scientific, dem-
ocratic Socialists.

If what I’ve writen thus far sounds

like ancient history to Mr. Meves,
let me bring the argument right down
to 1936. On Friday, June 19, 1936,
Professor Edwin Grant Conklin, of
Princeton University, delivered a sci-
entific address before a learned so-
ciety meeting at Cornell University.
Dr. Conklin, let me add at this point,

‘is not only considered one of the

greatest biologists, but is also presi-
dent of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, probably -
the greatest scientific body in the
world today. Dr. Conklin is a Social-
ist—the kind who comes right out
and says so. And here are some of the
words uttered by this great biologist
in defense of his advocacy of Social-
ism:

“Democratic Socialism avoids the
extremes of Communism, Fascism
and Individualism. It conforms to
the biological principle of the ne-
cessity of preserving balance be-
tween opposing forces. Fanatical
extremes of individual freedom or
of social regimentation have no suc-
cessful prototypes in biological or
human history. Democratic Social-
ism best preserves the balance in
the social order.”

Mr. Meves should study Dr., Conk-
lin’s words carefully. And he should
give additional thought to the biolo-
gist’s objections to Capitalism, which,
according to our authority, has concen-
trated on the problems of wealth pro-
duction without seeking to establish
any - purposeful collective control of
social relations. He recognizes its
activities in the world of knowledge,
but it is in conflict with the real needs
of social man. This “conflict be-~ _
tween knowledge and conduct, be-
tween science and the social order,”
Dr. Conklin said, gives us “the strange
paradoxes of overproduction and un-
derconsumption, improved transporta-
tion and unimproved distribution, vast
prosperity and appalling poverty, mul-
tiplied occupations and unparalleled
unemployment, triumphant medicine
and widespread disease, prolonged life
and dependent old age, scientific in-
ternationalism and economic nation-
alism, greater armaments and less
security, larger social units and less
social unity.” :

Dr. Conklin—a great biologist, let’s
not forget—attacked the philosophy
of “rugged individualism,” because it
was predicated on the anti-social doec-
trine of “FEach for himself and the
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Devil take the hindmost.” He granted
that individualism might be a desir-
able philosophy in a primitive society,
or some form of pioneer life, but that
it was entirely destructive and anti-
social in a highly complex, organized,
developed, scientific society. The
speaker also objected to Communism

(this was before the announcement|

of Russia’s new democratic Constitu-
tion) because it “treats them (indi-
viduals) as passive material to be
fitted into a rigid sneial framework,
and by suppressing the play of in-
dividual thought and action tends to
make society static and stagnant.”

Turning his guns on Fascism, Dr.
Conklin said:

“It destroys liberty of press,
speech. thought. and conscience. It
censors science and religion, reduces
the mass to the condition of robots
and cannon fodder. Based on war
vsychology, it does not educate the
people for peace and freedom, but
puts everything under a dictator
who must maintain a reputation for
supernatural grandeur. It always
ends in disaster.”

Dr. Conklin, returning to his con-
structive argument, defended demo-
cratic Socialism because it preserves
liberty. Democratic Socialism,. this
biologist argued, “brings about order
and gocial cfficiency, not by climinat-
ing the freedom of the individual
members of society, but by enlisting
their intelligence in the service of the
common good.”

“Social progress,” Dr. Conklin held,
“is a process of collective education.
Society advances and solves its prob-
lemg in so far as men learn to think
clearly together about matters that
affect them all. In other words, to
solve social problems and continue
social progress,; THE SPIRIT OF
SCIENCE MUST SPREAD TO SO-
CIETY AND GOVERNMENT ”

Dr. Conklin’s argument was
brought to the following climax—
words which deserve the most
thoughtful consideration:

“Democratic Socialism best pre-
serves freedom of experimentation.
The scientific method of learning
is by experiment, trial and error,
and finally trial and success. There
is no other path of progress.
Many mistakes are made, but with
freedom to experiment they will be
eliminated. This is the great ad-
vantage of free government. In

this sense it is true, as Lincoln

said, that ‘a free government is bet-

ter than a good government.”

“Democratic Socialism is best for
the education of the masses. The
ultimate aim of all education,
whether of children or of nations,
should be to fit for freedom and co-
operation, and both children and na-
tions must learn by experimenta-
tion,” '

Socialism has always attracted the
best scientific brains of the world.
When Dr. Albert Einstcin lived in
Germany he was an outspoken sup-
porter of ¢the Social Democratic
(Socialist) party. Enrico Ferri, the
famous criminologist, who suggested
that crime is, in the main, the re-
sult of social conditions, was an ac-
tive Socialist in Ttaly until his death.
Aud, while we're pointing out famous
scientists who were Socialists, let’s
not forget the “Wizard of Schenec-
tady,” Dr. Charles Proteus Steinmetz,
discoverer in the field of electro-phys-
ics., He was a member of the Social-
ist party and was a Socialist candi-
date for office several times before
his death.

Before closing this discussion, let’s
record the fact that when Leon Blum
established a Socialist government in.
France, in June, 1936, one of his first
acts was to create a new cahinet af-
fice—under-secretary for scientific re-
search-—which he put in charge of
Madame Irene Joliot-Curie, the
daughter of Pierre and Marie Curie,
discoverers of radium in 1898, one of
the greatest contributiong to science
in the last century. Their daughter,
who is now an active official in a So-
cialist administration, won, with her
husband, M. Joliot, the Nobel prize
for chemistry in 1085.

I'm afraid our newspaper letter-
writer, Mr Meves, is unfamiliar with
the facts of Dbiology and other
branches of science or he’d know that
Socialism has always been friendly
to science and has always been in the
good graces of truly great masters
of secientific research. That’s one of
the deathless glories of scientific,
democratic Socialism.

R
Please comment on the' interest the
various American churches are showing
in economic, social and political ques-
tions. . o

During the past decade—especially
since the depth of the depression—our
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preachers, rabbis and a few priests
—have been saying less about the
glories of heaven and more about
worldly, material problems. In this,
of course, they reversed themselves
without even stopping to explain the
conversion, which is the church’s us-
ual- method. Before the collapse of
the 1925-29 boom, the world was warn-
ed against its cmphasis on material-
istic things to the neglect of the
spiritual; now the leaders of the
church think it’s in better order to
play down the spiritual and empha-
size the material—which means what-
ever you care to make it mean.

During the war, the church was
patriotic, militaristic and even jingo-
istic—as selections from war sermons
have established beyond question.
Now, when we are at peace, the
‘church attacks militarism, jingoism
and even assures its hearers that it
prefers to be unpatriotic—all, of
course, when the country isn’t en-
gaged in a war. I'm not ready to say
what these newly converted pacifists
will do- when the war drum sounds
again. But, judging the church by
its long Thistory—see the Catholic
Church only a few months ago when
Mussolini gent his blackguards into
Ethiopia—I’d venture the guess that
the preachers will, at the call of the
militarists, abandon their peace-time
pacifism and whoop it up again for
official, legal slaughter,

During the last war it was the ma-
" terialistie, atheistic Socialists and
other radicals—of the breed of Eu-
gene V. Debs—who fought kaiserism
at home and abroad. They may be the
ones who will have to call the world
to ideas of peace when the rulers go
mad again, which onght to be soon.
We've always been sure of the hu-
manitarianism of the Atheists and
radicals; we've always been skeptical
of the vague, untested idealism
(mainly expressed in words) of the
church,

But, there ‘they are—orating like
so many “Bolsheviks” on minimum
wages instead of Transubstantiation,
cooperatives instead of Immeortality,
production for use instead of t_‘ne
Virgin Birth, shorter work weeks in-
stead of the Crucifixion. It sounds
radical, until we look below the sur-
face. . ‘

We hear glowing sermons on why

business must take on the ethicg of
the church, but we who have watched
the church in action have always been
critical of the church’s ethical stand-
ards. We wondey just what gives the
church the right to criticize business
when its own record is loaded with
questionable practices. We see the
churches raising money by the most
dubions  methods—gambling devices,
lotteries, social blackmail, and
threats. We see its lay workerg paid
wages just one notch above the in-
comes received by Arkansas share-
croppers. We see its publishing and
other business institutions run like
so many sweatshops, with the one,
holy, sacred goal of showing a big
profit. We see its great educational
and other institutions based on foun-
dations that draw their revenuc from
gifts or purchases of stocks and
bonds in the worst labor-exploiting
corporations. We even see church or-
ganizations investing a part of their
funds in the munitions industry (as
was shown by an examination of the
shareholders’ books of Vickers,
Ltd.) or in the worst vice-breeding,
death-dealing slums of a New York
tenement district, We see a preacher
(The Rev. Gerald B. Winrod) acting
as America’s No. 1 Jew-baiter. We
see all these things—and many others
too numerons to list—and wonder
how many fine words it would require
to blind the publie to realities,

The church, as one of the world’s
biggest real estate and business cor-
porations, needs mass support in or-
der to function-—and it learned from
bitter experience that when the world
is in economic distress it isn’t in the
mood to cure its sickness with the
salves of religion. So the ministers
have changed their linc of goods
slightly in order to fit into the times-
a little better. But the whole thing
looks insincere—like ity eloquent
phrases for peace when the boys
aren’t marching.

In the case of Father Coughlin we-
know, from the record, that his
broadeasts in favor of “social justice”
are nothing more than Hitleristic
blinds for Fascism. Hitler and Mus-
solini used radical phrases before they
stole power and reduced their people
to serfdom. Father Coughlin has the
same objective. .

The church generally has always
been one of the most effective tools
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of gocial injustice. It has helped mil-
itarists fight their wars. It has help-
ed slave-owners keep their human
chattels chained to their tasks of pil-
ing up wealth for the plantation own-
ers. It has fought education, medi-
cine; science, astronomy, social de-
cency and simple justice. It has al-
ways been on the side of the exploit-
ers, so long as these respectable
pirates supported the church with
their blood-stained money. It has al-
ways tempted the workers with pic-
tures of a blissful life in paradise
while they were kept from organizing
into unions for their mutual protec-
tion. The church’s social record is
rotten, and a few sermons in depres-
sion days won’t undo that sad be-
irayal of the aspirations of the toil-
ers.

It has met social injustice with
the poison of charity. It has helped
unfurl the war banners with hypoeri-
tical prayers for “peace with honor.”
It has struck at true knowledge by
doling out intellectual dope that aims
at turning helpléss vietims into su-
perstition-laden morons. It has taught
the slave to obey his master and the
woman to breed so that the church
may have more followers and the war
lords more cannon-fodder.

Qg ok
I have heard that Nan Dritton repudi-
ated her story about Harding’s daugh-
ter. Please comment,

There’s no truth in that report.
Nan Britton has thoroughly establish.
ed the truth of her claim that Presi-
dent Harding was the father of her
child. I investigated the facts short-
ly after her book appeared, even meet-
ing the mother and child. A single
glance at that child ought to convince
the most skeptical. She’s the spittin’
image of her father. I'm not ready
to discuss Nan Britton’s motives in
giving the facts to the world, but
that doesn’t stop me from Dbelieving
that what she says is the literal truth.
Harding, who was unhappily married
to a dried-up, shrewish, unpleasant,
sexually unattractive woman, found
a brief round of happiness in the
company of a slip of a girl who had
long admired him. Of course, Nan
Britton ran him down. It was a case
of a girl chasing after a famous per-
sonality—and in this case the man
wag about- 25 years older, but
that didn’t matter. Harding’s happi-

ness was short-lived, for after the
birth of the child he became, by a
Lreakish sel of circwmustances, Presi-
dent of the United States. What fol-
lowed was complicated, but this fact
stands forth—Harding gave Miss
Britton plenty of money—thousands
of dollars—but that rather firm, de-
termined, willful woman wanted still
more—and when she didn’t get it she
spilled the dirt, But that doesn’t have
any effect on her original claim—
that Harding was the little girl’s

father. She ecouldn’t very well re-
pudiate - that, because it was the
truth,

LR I

What’s become of Robert W. Service?

The famous author of that excit-
ing, stirring ballad, “The Sheotihg
of Dan McGrew,” is living in France,
where he’s made his home for the
last 25 years. During the last decade
he has done very little writing, .but
the Associated Press reports he wilk
have a new book, entitled Bathtub
Ballads, in the fall of 1936. Here’s
a sample chorus:

Please, Mother, don’t stab Father

with the bread-knife;

Remember ’twas a gift when you

were wed.

But if you must stab Father with

the bread-knife,

Pleage, Mother, use another for the

bread.

Mr. Service, who is now 62 years
old, is probably the most popular
poet, among the men, at least, Men
everywhere like his Kiplingesque
swing, his mannish expressions, and
the sturdy, strong rhythm of his
lines. I've found, as a publisher, that
even the semi-illiterate hanker for
his verses, where otherwise they run
from poctry as from the plague.

I remember having received sever-
al letters from Mr, Service about
seven or eight years ago, in which he:
discussed problems of Freethought:
He seemed to be having some difficul-
ties with the subjects, though at the:
moment I can’ recall what they were.
He impressed me as a sincere, whole-
hearted, friendly person, and I was
proud to have him  ds a good cus-
tomer, though, to my regret, I haven’t
seen ‘his familiar handwriting in our
letter files during the last half dozen
vears. He describes his life in France
as follows: :

“l live largely in the open air,
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swim, tramp, ride a motorbike, play

the accordion, compose and sing my

own songs and generally amuse my-
self.”

Mr. Service, who was born in Pres-
ton, England, spent many years in
Canada and the U.S. He visited the
Klondike, where he gathered mater-
ial for many of his most popular bal-
lads.  Of this period he writes:

“I. have little heart for contacts
with society. As to the Klondike
stuff, that is a part of my life which
1 have long forgotten and have no
particular wish to remember, I fear
I have outgrown that sort of thing.”
Mr. Service, who is married and

lives with his wife and daughter, was
for many years a wanderer and the
follower of dozens of occupations,
sume of which were: Bank derk,
ranch hand, cowboy, logger, lumber-
man, miner, navvy, fruit picker, teach.
er, postoffice assistant, trader, shoe
clerk, dishwasher, sandwich man,
actor, journalist, verse writer and
novelist.

Please comment on the following words,
which the presy says were uttered by
the Archbishop of York: “The law of
love is: not applicable to natiorns con-
sisting in large measure of unconverted
or very imperféetly converted citizens.”

Our great churchman is putting
the philosophy a liltle. crudely, but
that, after all, is what our Christian
rulers believe—and practice. The
Bible, like religion generally, is used
ag a weapon of exploitation and ag-
gression—and it can always be re-
lied on to produce its handful of
quotations to support any uncivilized
behavior or any piece of dubious
ethics.

John Haynes Holmes, liberal
preacher and editor of Unity (accord-
ing to an editorial by William Floyd,
in" his interesting little publication,
The Arbitrator) challenged the arch-
bishop’s remark and offered a re-
ward to “anyone who pointed out a
seriptural passage upon which could
be based the idea expressed. .. .”
Mr. Floyd, who is a fine liberal and
libertarian in politics and economics,
and a Freeethinker in religion, sub-
mitted 13 verses from the Old Testa-

ment to show that the Bible supports |

the policies of those who would rob,
exploit, ravish and enslave those who
are not of our particular faith or
who hold -the Christian faith only on

g part-time basis, whatever that may
e,

The Rev. Holmes rejected Mr.
Floyd's 13 verses on the ground that
Christian love “is found in the New
Testament.” Mr. Floyd was not dis-
couraged by this rebuff. Instead, he
searched out 11 verseg from the New
Testament which urged the arch-
bishop’s philosophy, and which “con-
vinced the Rev, H‘olimes that anything
can be proved from the Bible.”

Realizing he was whipped, Dr.
Holmes gave the prize to Mr. Floyd
—a concordance. On the fly leaf, Dr.
Holmes wrote:

“In paymernt of a debt, and in
heélpless connivance at work des-
tined in due course and full often
to make my ministerial flesh creep
and my clerical blood grow cold.”
Mr. Floyd, amused by his victory,

adds this comment:

“With this concordance at hand
we offer to prove that any action
which any person wishes to take
can be justified by the Word of
God.” .

L3
Please discuss the differences between
outr heritages as individuals and as
meinbers of a race.

_One of the greatest authorities in
the fields of anthropology and ethnol-
ogy is Professor Franz Boaz, who, on
July 1, 1936, retired as head of the
department of anthropology at Co-
lumbia University, on his 78th birth-
day. Thig eminent scientist—one of
the finest intellectual forces in the
academic world—discussed the sub-
jeet of your question, as follows:

“With the present condition of
the world I consider the race ques-
tion a most important one, I will
try to clean up some’ of the non-
sense that is being spread about
race these days. I think the ques- ~
tion ig a particularly important one
for this country, teo, as here also
peQJl:Ie are going crazy.

“The race question is so acute at
this time that you can’t speak about
it too often. People confuse indi-
vidual heredity with race heredity.
Individual heredity is a scientific
‘reality, but to speak of ‘race he-

- redity’ .is. nonsense.

" _“What we know as ‘race’ is large-

7 ly a matter of environment. There
is no such ‘thing as ‘pure’ race. All
European races are mixtures of
many stocks, particularly so wher-
ever you have a large group. Ger-
many is onhe  of the most mixed
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stocks in Europe, and it is pure

nonsense to speak of a ‘Germanic

race.’ ”? .

| o
The reports of the suicide of Paul Bern
(husband of Jean Harlow) several years
ago were filled with ambiguous refer-
ences. Will you please give us the
facts in simple language?

A psychiatrist would discuss that
fascinating case with a vocabulary
that would be so much Greek to the
average person. Being a layman my-
self, I have the courage of my ignor-
ance—and therefore agree to say in
plain English what our scientific
friends hand out in $4 words.

Paul Bern, soon after his marriage
to the beautiful Jean Harlow, found
that her prodigious sex appeal work-
ed in reverse with him. That is to
say, he was struck with a psychologi-
cal hazard which he couldn’t over-
come—a, fear neurosis that paralyzed
his sexual powers. His sexual in-
competence with Miss Harlow was
baffling to our subject because he had
been conducting a love affair for 20
years with a woman, then living in
San Francisco. The facts show that
this old lover of his was rather plain
looking, and it was possible for him
to enjoy her favors without the slight-
est difficulties. The whole thing
sounds strange and inconsistent, but
those who understand the compli-
cated basis of man’s emotional na-
ture will not be puzzled.. Men, when
they enter the world of sex, are
strange, - almost incomprehensible
creatures who seemingly defy analysis
or logieal explanation.

Tt's a faet that certain men are
better able to function when thrown
with a plain—even homely—woman.
A ' Dbeautiful, ravishing, glamourous
siren can unmerve and emotionally
shatter such a split personality. Bern
was a bundle of contradictions. He
found that his old lover could arouse
him to the greatest ecstasy, while his
new mate—one of the world’s most
beautiful love. instruments—left him
completely. . frustrated and helpless.
After several months of ‘this existence
—during whith Miss Harlow show
the greatest consideration ‘and sym-
pathy for her unhappy husband—he
collapsed and killed himself.” It isn't
all very. simple, even when put in
‘plain language, but I believe it’s un-
derstandable. Another climax to this

‘lion-dollar corporations.

tragedy (not an anti-climax, by any
means) was the suicide of the San
Francisco woman when she learned
what had happened to her pathetic
and humiliated Paul. -

The above theory is based on the
facts as I gleaned them from the
press at the time of this great drama.
What happened there is by no means
unusual. I have known of dozeng of -
caseg in which husbands would find
themselves no longer able to prepare
themselves for emotional experiences
with their wives, and who would find
somehow a woman (usually much
younger) who could bring the aging
male back to his much-sought para-
dise in what the poet called “the per-
fumed garden.” Divorce would follow;
then a new marriage—and the re-
stored man would bounce around like
a young billy goat in a new herd.
Sometimeg the new woman would be
plainer than his wife—sometimes she
would be far more beautiful—the
matter works almost mysteriously—
but the underlying fact is that man
is sexually highly complex and usual-
ly quite unpredictable, except when
he comes under the observation of
persons trained to observe such be-
havior,

B * o

1. How old is our present patent sys-
tem? 2. How many patents have been
issued? 3. How many patents are pend-
ing today? 4. How much money did
the patent office take in during its first
year? How much money was takenm in
last year?

1. It’s 100 years old, having been
started on July 4, 1836, when Presi-
dent Andrew Jackson put his signa-
ture to the Act that provided the
system that laid the foundation for
the greatest flood of patents in th
world’s history. o

2. About 2,050,000 patents were is-
sued in the 100 years since 1836.

8. Over 100,000 patent applications
are pending today.

4, The Patent Office’s receipts, dur-
ing 1836, amounted to $29,289,

5. In 1985, the Patent Office re-
ceived $4,264,874. The Patent Office
more than pays its expenses., - .

I notice that the Christian Science
Church sends out a crew of swanky lec-
turers who look like directors of bil-
What do they
get from their racket?

The Christian Science Church pays
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these lecturers handsomely—an aver-
age of $1 per minute while they are
talking their drivel. An average
Christian Science lecture lasts 76
minutes, for which the usual fee is
$75, with all expenses additional.
During the lecture season each staff
speaker gets five dates per week, with
siz-month tours.

Next to the lecturers come the
“teachers,” who are permitted to go
around quietly and gather together
the rich suckers, in classeg of 30 per-
sons. The courses last two weeks, for
which each student forks up $150.
Figure that up for yourself.

The Christian Science organization
isn’t vast, but for efficiency and profit
it can’'t be topped—in proportion to
size, of course. The mugs at the head
of this outfit are quiet, dignified and
shrewd. They have learned the art
of gathering in millions of dollars
with the air of one who is utterly,
even unutterably, bored by the very
mention of money. That’s where the
science comes in,

LI N S
Does George Bernard Shaw believe in
immortality?

Shaw, in his Parents and Chil-
dren, rejected the idea of life after
‘death in the following  vigorous
words:

“If some devil were to convince

us that our dream of perpetnal im-.

mortality is no dream, but a hard

fact, such a shriek of despair would

go up from the human race as no

other conceivable horror could pro-"
voke. . . . What man is capable of

the insane self-conceit of believing

that an eternity of himself would

be tolerable even to himself?”

As recently as March 30, 1936, as he
neared his 80th year, Shaw was ask-
ed if he still rejected immortality, to
which he replied: “I have not ehanged
my mind on the subject of immor-

tality.”
B o o
Please  define Rationalism,

Most of my oulput as a wriler—.
during more than a quarter of a
century—is, in effect, a definition of
Rationalism, Instead of digging into
what P've already contributed, in my
small way, to this great and beauti-
ful philosophy, let me pass on a defi-
nition of Rationalism wh'ch will be
found in William Margrie’s book,
English Grass, as follows:

“Rationalism is the attitude of

'

mind which resolutely puts  aside
all superstition and vague tradition,
faces the realities of life, repudi-
ates religious, political, and scien-
tific infallibility, believes in free
discussion about everything, and
considers every problem according
to the objective facts. In other
words, Rationalism is . Mental
Hecalth. People who have emerged a
little way from orthodoxy are apt
to think that by becoming thorough-
going Rationalists they will lose
much of the romance and mystery
of life. That itself is a delusion.
There is always likely to be plenty
of mystery, but you will do no good
in the long run by living in a fool’s
paradise. Rationalism is a sound
philosophy in the sense that health
is better than disease; light better
than darkness; sanity better than
lunacy; a clear vision better than a
blurred one.”

The ahove definition, in my humble
opinion, is as good as anything ever
offered.

LA R

In an article, on the front page of the
July 8, 1936, issue of The Christian
Science Monitor, W. Y, Elliot, Professor
«f Government, Harvard University,
writes: “Without the light of Christian
values it would have been totally im-
possible for liberalism to have spread
and permeated the western world with
the great concept of human rights.”
Please comment.

The great English historian, Henry
Thomas Buckle, author of The His-
tory of Civilization, wrote a few
sentences on the subject Prof. Elliot
discusses so ineptly, from which I
select the following excerpt:

A careful study of the history. of
toleration will prove that in every
Christian country whete it has been
adopted it has been forced upon the
_clergy by the authority of the sec-
ular classes. At the present day it
is' still unknown to those nations
among whom the ecclesiastical
power is stronger than the temporal
power; and ag this, during many
centuries, was the general condi-
tion, it is nut wonderful that in the
early history of Europe we should
find scarcely a trace of so wise and
benevolent an opinion.

By liberalism and human rights
Prof. Elliot means, of course, tolera-
tion, and we find, as Buckle so well
says, that  it’s . the secular-minded
people—not the Christians—who
have blessed humanity with the .ra-
tionalistic ideals’ of Freethought.
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Joseph McCabe, in many of his books,
has shown, again and again, that
liberalism and toleration grew as
Christianity became weaker. When
the Christian religion ruled most of
Europe, the people lived in intellec-
tual darkness. It was only after the
18th Century Freethinkers and other
heterodox thinkers began to question
the sanctions of the Christian reli-
gion that human rights came to mean
anything. From then on the world
—in the main—has gone forward to
newer and greater victories in sci-
ence, humanism, government, social
ideals, human rights, and the.hke—
all of them the result of the tireless,
brave, sacrificing work of Athe@sts,
Rationalists and other nof-religious
elements.

You will notice that Prof. Elliot,
like other theistic thinkers, is given
to making his assertion without think-
ing there’s the slightest need for evi-
dence in support of such a position.
Here he is typieal. Generalizations
are the favored tools of the superfi-

cial.

LR
Has the American cosmetic
reached 1ts saluration point?

According to a study made by the
National Beauty Institute, 580 Fifth
Ave.. New York City, the cosmetic
market is just about at its saturation
point, which means that real expan-
sion in the business will have to come
through sales to women in foreign
lands. The survey proved that 86.7
percent of our women use lipstick;
76.9 percent use rouge; 59.4 percent
use perfume; 42.5 percent use lal-
cum powder.

LI I
What percent of women are blondes, and
red-haired?

When you ask about blondes, I as-
sume you mean real ones, not syn-
thetic. A survey by the Nad:iqnal
Beauty Institute, New York City,
showed only 11 percent of the women
are blondes; 7*perce‘n¢ are red-haired.

market

%

How many blind people can read Braillg?

Of the 120,000 blind persong in this
country, only 25 percent can read
Braille, the system of reading by
using the fingers to feel embossed
dots. It is said that this bad condi-
tion prevails because Braille can be
learned more readily by young per-
sons who naturally have a more sen-
sitive touch, while the faets show that

those

most cases of blindness happen after
middle life.

Another reader asks how fast one
can read Braille, compared to conven--
tional type. The average speed for
Braille is 80 words per minute, com-
pared with 200 to 500 words per min-
ute for persons who read in the usual

way.
= *X‘ ‘Z‘ "X‘

I enclose a newspaper clipping which
argues that environment. has ' little to
do  with mortality, the real factor
being heredity, The life-span is sup-
posed to be controlled by nature at the
birth of a person—he is “wound up” to
live just so long, regardless of economic

conditions. Please comment on this
theory.

It’s a theory that asserts itself
without bothering about facts, I'm

reminded of the remark a scientist
made to another when he heard an
explosion down.the street. “That,” he
explained, “is the result of one of
Herbert Spencer’s theories colliding
with a fact.” To prove how empty
the theory you refer to really is, let
me point to an investigation reported
in the June, 1986, issue of The Sur-
vey, in which a study of mortality in
Cineinnati was conducted by com-
petent experts. Two groups of 100,000
each were studied—one group being
among those having the lowest in-
comes and the other being among the
highest, It was found that those
with the lowest incomes had death
rates nearly twice as high as among
with the highest = incomes.
When we come to the babies of the
poor, we find even worse results. The
survey revealed the startling fact
that a baby born among these
poor 100,000 low income people has
only one-third the chance to survive
that is enjoyed by a baby born into
the environment of the 100,000 larg-
est incomes. Among Negroes - the
death rate was even higher. But here
we find another. interesting and re-
vealing fact—the death rate among
Negroes is higher among the poor
than among the rich Negroes. The
facts therefore show that environment
ig of prime importance to a baby that
is ‘born into the world and :hopes
to gtick around a while,
s L

What kind of news leads all others?

News of a political nature and
about the activities of the government
comes first in the papers. :According
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to the June 13, 1936, issue of News-
dom, “over 10,000 columns a day on
political matters appear in American
newspapers, or over 60,000 columns a
week, and over 8,300,000 a year.”
LIER SR

Have you any figures dealing with the
distribution of political control of the
population of the globe and its land
area?

The BRalamce Sheeots of Imperial-
tsm, by Grover Clark, publish-
ed by Columbia University Press,
contains the information you seek, as
the following table shows:

Countries Population Surface
Great’ Britain ........ 24.4% 23.9%
China ............... 20.3 6.9
Soviet Russia ....... - 8.2 16.0
United States ........ 6.9 7.3
Japan ............... 6.2 1.5
France . ...... ... ..... 5.1 9.2
Netherlands ......... 3.5 1.6
Ttaly ................ 2.2 2.1
Belgium ............. 1.1 1.9
Other Wagtern Coune

tries .............. 8.0 22.5
Other non-Western

Countries ...... Lee. 4 7.0

LI SR

How many students are receiving aid
from the government? )

The last figures I have are for
Maxrch, 1936, which show that 890,600
studentts in high-sehools and colleges,
and graduates, were receiving finan-
cial aid from the federal government.
The services which the students or
graduates render for the money paid
them aren’t all performed on the
campus. Campus activities consist
mainly of work in libraries, labora-
tories and museums. The off-campus
work includes: 1. Assisting in day-
nurseries; 2. Leading town forums,;
3. Providing leadership in community
houses and boys’ clubs; 4. Helping
county agen‘ts*and librarians,

Can scientists change one form of liv-
ing matter into another?

According to the American Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Sci-
ence, bacteriologists connected with
the TUniversity of Rochester have
succeeded “for the first time in trans-
forming the virus of one specific
disease into the virus of another en-
tirely different discase,” The roport
says this work was done on rabbits.
The experimenters took the virus that
caused a comparatively harmless lo-
cal tumor and turned it into a
virus that produced a fatal tumor

that was cancer-like. This compares
roughly with changing an animal
from one breed into another of the
same species. This work is of the
greatest importance, for if it proves
entirely successful it will be possible
to change the virus that produces a
iieadly disease into one that is harm-
less.

L .
You write that the U.S. national debt
is small when compared to the British
debt. What is our per capita debt?
Also, what is the per ‘capita debt of the:
English?
. Our per capita debt is $270. Bri-
tain’s is almost $850.

LR

With Great Britain’s national debt
larger than ours, as you state, how long
would it take for the U.S. to owe as
much as the English if we were to con-
tinue spending money the way we have
been doing during the past three years?

About 20 ye;rs. '

What is the status of writing and pub-
lishing in Nazi Germany?

Germany, before the advent of
Hitlerism, had many fine, indepen-
dent, candid, gifted authors and a
number of honest, pioneering, free-
spirited publishers. But all this is
gone now. Mrs. Alfred A. Knopf,
who runs a publishing house in New
York City with her husbhand, return-
ed from Europe, on July 14, 1936, af-
ter making a first-hand study of the
condition of the profession of letters
in Germany. She described Nazi
persecution as “fantastic beyond be-
lief,” and added: - .

“There’s not a German writer left
in Germany who is worth thinking
about. The gifted writers and en-
terprising publishers who had any
independence have all left Germany:

Only Nazi writers and publishers

remain. They write and publish to

please the Nazi government.”
L I I

How, much money have we in circula-
tion? ‘

The U.S. Treasury reported, as of
June 30, 1936, money in circulation
amounting to $6,240,793,900. This
was an increase of $288,195,200 over
May 30, 1936. It was also an increase
of $673,701,400 over June 30, 1935.
Per capita circulation, says the re-
port, was $48.79 on June 30, 1936;
$43.78, on June 30, 1935,

deo oo R

Are rents headed upward?
The Mortgage Bankers Associa-
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tion, Chicago, made a nation-wide

study and concluded that 1936 will

see average rent increases as follows:

Eastern States, 9.8 percent; South-

ern States, 9 percent; Middle West,

9.9 percent; Mountain States and Pa-
cific Coast, 8.1 percent,
L I

How la~ge is the membership of the
Communist party of the U.8.?

The New Republic, July 15, 1936,
says the Communist party in the U.S.
had 25,000 members in 1934, The 1936
membership is 40,000, The Young
Communist League has 11,000 mem-
bers, as against 5,000 two years ago.
The total increase is 66 percent. The
same source says:

“The recent convention was at-
tended by 750 delegates, mostly na-
tive-born;' 88 percent of delegates
claimed a proletarian origin; two-
thirds were under 35 years of age;
a large proportion were members of
the AF. of L.; 85 delegates were
pnion officials.”

IS R :

“Pardon me for correcting a state-
ment in the advertisment of your Amer-
ican Rationalist Annual. You say yours
was the first attempt at such a docu-
ment in this country. The Truth Seeker
for years published an annual, the last
isgue, I believe, bheing that of 1893.
Then they quit it, they said, because
they lost too much money on it.’—
Franklin Steiner, author of “The Re-
ligions Beliefs of Our Presidents?”

L3

I hope that you will have sufficient suc-
cess with the book, “The Autobiography
of a Pimp,” to warrant bringing out
other similar works. 1 read this book
through twice with equal enjoyment.
It seems genuine and sincere. In no
place is it even the least erotic or oh-
scene and it does impress any intelli-
gent person again that there is no such
thing as “easy money.”  The insight
into human nature which it displays is
admirable and the subject hag been
handled with tact, humor and apprecia-
tion. The interest was well sustained
throughout. I should think it could
stand .on its own merits as a serious
study of what it purports to be,

A companion book has been an-
nounced, and will be ready soon, en-
titled The Autobiography of ¢ “Ma-
dame.” I'm sure this social document
will be given the same warm wel-
come which met the strange, bizarre,
candid and baffling confessions of a
professional pimp—one of those little
understood “business managers” of
the daughters of joy—or rather, as

the incorrigible Rex R. Eastman wise-
cracked in this office the other day,
“Merchants of Venus.”

PR T I 3
Many thanks for your enlightening com-
ments on the religious ideas of our
Presidents,

As I explained in my article, the
material I used was drawn from a
manugeript by Franklin Steiner, en-
titled The Religious Reliefs of Our
Presidents, which I have accepted for
publication. It’ll make a book of 128
large pages. Mr. Steiner spent 40
years gathering his data and two
years writing this book, an historieal
volume that will be of value to all
intelligent students of American af- -
fairs. His chapters on Waghington
and Lincoln are especially valuable.
Watch for announcements of this ex-
ceedingly important and readable
book by that warrior in the ranks of
Freethought——fragkli% Steiner,

We hear a great deal about the losses
caused by soil erosion, dust, sforms,
bugs, etc., but very little about weeds.
Have you any data?

The Agricultural College, Univer-

sity of California, estimates that the
U.S. suffers an annual loss of $3,000,~
000,000 as the resull of weeds, Cal-
ifornia, which has the greatest loss,
suffers a yearly destruction of about
$60,000,000. % *
I was glad to see your numerous articles
in support of the cooperative movement.
Don’t you think that it’s necessary to
watch out for a type of promoter who
will try to cash in on this great project
of the organized consumers?

You are right. It’s going to be ne-
ccasary to be cxtremely vigilant, for
it’s possible to advance enterprises
that are really private projects un-
der the guise of cooperation, If I get
hold of any cases I'll be sure to warn
my readers, for I believe in the co-
operative movement and want to do
my share in getting it going on a
big scale. Of course, a chain of
stores or filling stations are either
cooperatives or they are private con-
cerns. It’s easy to tell the difference.
A glance at the constitution and by-
laws will tell the whole story. If the
society provides one vote to each
member, regardless of how many
shares he owns; if the salarieg to of- -
ficals are reasonable; if the profits
are returned to the members in the
form of dividends; if the financing is
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done at regular interest rates, with-
out commissions or bonuses to pro-
moters, then we know Lhat the so-
‘ciety represents true cooperation.

The shady promoters will tie up

their schemes to the cooperative
movement in other ways. For ex-
ample, let’s say a slick promoter gets
an option, or other form of control,
over a large tract of -worthless
land, or land that belongs to sub-

marginal farming—the kind that
produces a crop now and then,
but - which, over the  years,

registers an average loss for the
workers. . Such a promoter can organ-
ize a bunch of gullibles to put their
money into & fake *“cooperative farm”
in order to get for himself an enor-
mous profit on his option.

‘When he gets the suckers settled
on their farms, he walks away with
his boodle, leaving the “members” to
hold the bag. Wateh ount for that
kind of thief. I'm sure the present
wave of sentiment in favor of co-
operatives will produce a crop of
such manipulators. On paper, such a
schemer can show every conceivable
advantage to the “members”’—schools,
low taxes, good roads, ete.—which the
society will have to build or which
may be available many miles from
the scene of his activity. Everything
will look rosy in his prospectus, but
the catch in the whole scheme is mere-
ly this—he wants to put on the
land he has for sale, hundreds,
perhaps thousands, of families that
can produce heavy initial payments
(to him or his associates who own or
control the practically worthless land),
and then he presents the “members”
with a nice constitution and by-laws
which are “guaranteed” to shove the
suckers into an economic paradise.
Such a promoter can, in time, even
get the original land back again for
a new crew of victims, once the
clipped lambs are compelled to move
away. :

The labor, Socialist and cooperative
movements have always attracted
slickers who are capable of pulling
off stunts like that, The laws are
strictér today, but the racket I've
just described can be got awaw with
today with only slight danger, if any.
I remember, in the days of the not
remote past, when so-called Socialist
promoters did amazing things to their
sincere followers. 1 recall one case

in which a leader of the Socialist
movement in one of our States or-
ganized a $2560,000 company to found

| & daily newspaper. He sold the stock

—=$10 here, $25 there, and even $1,000
in some cases—and after issuing a
few editions found it convenient to
suspend mpublication. Then followed
some involved court actions, with the
Socialist leader always talking about
how he was protecting his followers,
buf in the end he and his family be-
came the outright owners of the
beautiful piece of printing property
which had been paid for out of the
sweat and blood of the workers and
farmers, That fine plant is still run-
ning today—but as the promoter’s
private property. Co

Yes, the cooperative movement is
going - to attract such fakirs, But an
honest, candid, eritical press can help
the movement by calling attention to
their activities once they begin to
show up with their dubious schemes,
especially when the projects are
based on farm cooperatives.

L R S

The newspapers are printing long re-
ports in which the Democrats are criti-
cized for bringing the “religious issue”
into the national campaign. Please com-
ment,

The Kansas City Star, a powerful,
thoroughly dishonest newspaper, is
Landon’s Bible and it, among others,
has pussyfooted around this “reli-
gious issue” without telling its read-
ers what it’s all about. The Star has
a genius for eliminating anything
from the news that sounds the least
bit unfriendly to its reactionary po-
litical views. In this, of course, it’s
not much worse than most news-
papers, for it’s a fact that the Amer-
ican press, by and large, is preju-
diced, unfair, unprogressive, and cap-
italistic to the core.

The “religious issue” isn’t to be
dismissed so lightly, for the facts in-
dicate a most serious situation. Gov-
ernor Landon, who poses as a liberal,
democratic, homey, tolerant leader,
is really an anti-Semite, ag shown by
facts he has seen fit to ignore, "but
which cry to heaven for explanation.

What the rumpus is about, runs l’ﬂ{xe
this: !

Governor Landon, Republican caxﬁi
didate for President, is chairman of%
the board of the Ossawatomie State
Hogspital for the Insane, Hig name
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appears on the institution’s official
letterhead. On March 19, 1985, the
Superintendent of this Kansas hospi-
tal wrote a letter to the Dean of the
Medical School, University of Minne-
sota, asking for a graduate who would

be competent to join the staff of thej

hospital as a neuropsychiatrist. HE
ADDED THE PROVISO THAT
“ALL APPLICANTS ,MUST RE
GENTILES.”

That can mean but one thing. An
institution belonging to the State of
Kansas, which is run under the di-
rection of the Governor of that State,
is officially anti-Semitic.

Before the letter was reproduced
in a New York newspaper, Governor
Landon was asked by wire for an ex-
planation., He CHOSE TO IGNORE
THE COMMUNICATION, The wire
plainly told the Governor: “Before
making public the letter, we want to
know your stand regarding thig dis-
crimination against Jews and what
steps you in your official capacity
will take to end it.” This wire was

signed by Clarence A. Hathaway,|-

editor of The Daily Worker,

Landon refused to answer Hatha-
way's telegram. Why?

A second wire stated: “. .. You,
as chairman of the hospital admini-
stration board, bear responsibility for
that policy. We request a clearcut
answer: do you approve this diserim-
ination against Jews? If not, what
p\;bhc ’steps will you 'take to end
it? ..

Agam the answer was—silence.
The above facts, of course, never
were printed in the capitalistic news-
papers, especially in The Kansas City
Star. But the facts, somehow, should
be brought to the attention not only
of the %ews who have been openly
insulted by Candidate Landon, but to
all Americans who believe this coun-
try doesn’t want to be cursed with
the poison of Hitleristic anti-Semit-
ism. Yes, the “religious issue” was
introduced into the campaign, all
right, but with every good reason.
The facts should be aired in the open.
Thé people have a right to know that
Gavernor Landon rvefuses to deny
t}‘at he endorses an anti-Semitic policy
in an institution supported by the
l’honey of the taxpayers.

i L R

What are the main causes of insanity? |

A study of 660 cases, by the Amer-

ican Medieal Association, showed the
following causes:

Drunkenness, 110: venereal dis.
eases, 100; ambition, 73; excessive
labor, 73; misfortune, 69; old age,
69; disappointment, 54; love, 47;
religion, 29; politics, 26; crime, 10.

4 3

How many people are treated in our
hospitals?

The American Medical Association
reports that one person every four
seconds enters a hospital for treat-
ment—or 7,709,942 per year. There
were 6,246 registered hospitals in
1935,

e

gk
What is the position of the Socialists
with regard to a Central Bank?

Socialist policy envisages national-

ization of all banking, beginning with
lhe cenlral banks. In France, where
the Bank of France belonged to pri-
vate interests, the Blum government
(Socialist) succeeded in having par-
liament pass, by an overwhelming
majority, a bill to nationalize that
vast institution.
In Canada, in June, 1936, the Fi-
nance Minister, Charles A Dunning,
a liberal instead of a Socialist, sub-
mitted to parliament a bill that pro-
posed to have the government pay
$5 100,000 for a 51 percent interest
in the Bank of Canada, the Domin-
ion’s privately-owned central bank.

The leader of the Cooperative Com-
monwealth Federation (Socialist), J.
S. Woodsworth, offered an amend-
ment which proposed to authorize the
Dominion to purchase ‘100 percent of
the bank’s stock and make the insti-
tution the property of  the nation,
but the amendment was declared out
of order.

When the Canadians become intel-
Hgent enough Lu elecl a government
(with Woodsworth as ity Ppremier)
that is pledged to a policy of the so-
cialization of nationally necessary’ in-
dustries and institutions, one of the
first steps will be to make the bank-
ing system the tool of the people in-
stead of the racket of the bankers.
When that day comes no one will rule
as out of order an amendment to
have the people become the masters
of their financial interests.

Heo e

Please express your opinion on the
Father Coughlin-Lemke Union party.

The sudden appearance of the
Union party is explained by the plan-



E. Haldeman-Julius

73

ning of Hearst and the Liberty
League, both of them using Coughlin
in order to defeat. Rousevell, Cough-
lin, on the other hand, is using the
crackpot Lemke in order to give his
Wall Street-Fascist masters what
they want and are willing to pay for.

Coughlin, as I’ve said many times
in the past, is America’s - No.
Fascist voice. Ile, like Ilitler, has
patched up a program that contains
a hodge-podge of “radical” phrases,
but the whole drift of the man is in
the direction of Fascism.

We now see the nation’s three worst
demagogues in an alliance—Coughlin,
the Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith, and Dr.
Townsend—to injure Roosevelt, and
help Landon.

The whole conspiracy isn’t aimed
at electing Lemke. 'I'hat eccentric
nitwit hasn’t one chance in 10,000,000
of making the White House. Lemke
is ewpected, however, to pull ennugh
votes from Roosevelt to assure the
election of the pet of Hearst and the
Liberty League—Governor Landon.
If the scheme works, America will
be set back 100 years. Repression
will become a federal tool. Relief will
be eut to the bone. The poor will be
made to bear the costs of govern-
ment and relief, The budget will be
“balanced” at the expense of humani-
tarianism and social justice.

The great industrialists and finan-
ciers, who are almost solidly behind
the Landon ticket, want the govern-
ment to be used only as an instru-
ment of exploitation, not as an agency
of social reform. Therefore, the issue
is eclear: get rid of Roosevelt and
eleet Landon.

A clearcut fight between Roosevelt
and Landon would certainly result in
the President’s re-election, but this
new Coughlin maneuver throws a lit-
tle doubt on the outcome. The
Hearst-Liberty League outfit is
shrewd and knows its political racket.
But if the people can be made to
realize what’s going on in this cam-
paign—made to understand the gi-
gantic efforts of the fascistic elements
to throw Roosevelt out of the White
House——they will act to restrain these
vicious conspirators and expose for
all time the rottenness of those three
racketeers—a priest, a Protestant
preacher, and a simple-minded, but
acquisitive, leader of the aged dupes
who -are willing to chase after the

$200 pot of gold at the end of the
rainbow.

Rousevell has made his mistakes,
of course, but he has never shown
the slightest tendency in the direc-
tion of Fascism—he has been a firm
believer in democratic processes. And
he hasn't hesitated to make use of

1|the tremendous powers of the federal

government to help the millions of
vietims of Capitalism who are s*iil in
distress, but who would be in their
graves if the Roosevelt policies of
emergency relief hadn’t been insti-
tuted.

For Coughlin, the Rev. Smith and
Townsend—the tools of Wall Street
and the Liberty League—to put over
their conspiracy will mean one thing
—the country will then be in the
grip of its fascistic demagogues.
Such a calamity must be avoided by
every lover of social justice, freedom,
the Constitution and the fine, liber-
tarian traditions of the country.

This demagogic trinity is the echo
of Hitler before he assumed power
early in 1933, We are facing grave
danger, should these fakirs and mis-
leaders of the ignorant masses suc-
ceed in undoing the work begun by
Roosevelt and his group of New
Dealers. Lemke, the poor, benighted
nitwit, is Coughlin’s catspaw. He
should be given no support by citi-
zens who have real regard for their
country’s future. Let there be enough
support aroused in favor of Lemke
and we will see the democratic Roose-
velt driven out by the wolves of Wall
Street and the “Kansas Coolidge”
put into office in order to ‘front”
for their war on social security.

Capitalism will stop at nothing to
bring it the victories it seeks, It is
using a Catholic priest and a southern
Protestant rabble-rouser in a holy
war to defeat the man who wasn’t

-afraigd to advance a few measures

that were intended to serve humanity
instead of balancing the budget so
that Wall Street and the great finan-
cial interests might feel free in their
drive for greater profits. )

I don’t believe Roosevelt, during
the three yeargs he has already served,
has been radical enough in his poli-
cies, but I'm practical enough to
know that he’s been as radical as the
masses expected, for it’s a fact that
he American public isnt quite ad-
justed «to liberalism, let alone radical-
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ism. Roosevelt, the shrewd politician,
hag gone as far as the people will
permit him to go—but I feel fairly
certain the people will find him re-
sponsive to more progressive legis-
lation should they grow more radical
—and by “radical” I don’t mean vio-
lence and disorder, I mean merely the
impulse to go to the roots of social
questions.

I feel certain that Roosevelt has
still greater things in store for the
masses, should he be given the power
to continue his work. I refer in
particular, to the great and vital co-
operative movement. Roosevelt is
mysteriously silent on his plans here,
but - the signs indicate that it’s his
purpose to use the gigantic financial
and economic powers of the govern-
ment in order to get the cooperatives
going on a scale that will make the
tremendous cooperatives of Sweden,
Denmark, Norway, and England
lock like so many eross-road grocery
stores.

The capitalistic elements know this,
and their alarm is real. They see 2
reelected Roosevelt lending perhaps
billions of dollars to cooperative. so-
cieties that will etrive to serve the
consumers with a view to their own
arerandizement, instead of for the
dividends of the vast corporationg of
nrivate Canitalism. As I’ve said be-
fore, it seems to me that the next
25 years will see prodigious things
happen in the field of consumers’ co-
overatives in the TU.S. Capitalism
feels that the time to head off this
movement is NOW, while it’s almost
in ils formative stage. Fascism in
Germany destroyed the great coop-
eratives just as soon as Hitler stole
power. Fascism in America must de-
strov the New Deal in order to keep
our countrv from enjoyine the eco-
nomic benefits of cooperation.

T see frequent references to the Cough-
lin-Smith-Lemke-Townsend combination
as a movement in the divection of Fasc-
ism. DPlease comment.

I’'ve written, during the past three
vears, enough to fill. a book on the
Fascist threat of Coughlinism. The
new line-up of the four worthies you
mention certainly bears all the ear-
marks of Fascism. The Rev. Gerald
L. K. Smith hasn’t received much at-
tention from me. because, until Huey
Long’s assassination, he played only

second-fiddle to the Louisiana dicta-
tor, but now that he claims he has
inherited Long’s mantle he bocomes
as menacing as Father Coughlin, -

The Rev. Smith is every bit as ef-
fective a rabble-rouser as Coughlin,
and in some ways is his superior.
His oratorical tricks leavé one baffled
—and frightened. For example, when
he hegan his wild speech befare the
Cleveland convention. of the Town-
sendites, on July 16, 1936, he told
his audience of over 10,000 gullibles
that he had information there was a
conspiracy afoot to bring 800 men
into the hall to break up the meeting.
Of course, it was all pure bunk, but
it served to drive his hearers into a
frenzy. “When they show up,” Smith
shouted, “will you promise to hang
the first one who tries to interrupt
my speech?”’ And the audience shout-
ed back itg promise to conduct a
Iynching on anyone who might even
rise to heckle the demagogue. Hit-
ler would never dream of hanging
anyone who tried to interrupt one of
hig speeches. He would behead him.

Sinclair Lewis, author of the anti-
Fasecist novel. It Can’t Happen Here,
gave The New York Post an inter-
view, ih which he said:

© “That’s the whole trouble with a de-
_mocracy. Dictatorships always seem
impossible in a country that has had
gome liberty. That’s the whole point
of my book, ‘It Can’t Happen Here.’
People won’t believe it can happen.
Certainly it can. I'm as comvinced
now as when I was writing the book.
“It’s got to the point now where
it’s squarely up to the average
citizen who has béeen used to let-
ting other people do his thinking.
And that’s another trouble with a
democracy. People talk about free-
dom as a priccless heritage, yot
youw’d think they wouldn’t expect
to leave a priceless heritage kick-
ing around in the road -without
some bright thief coming along and
nabbing it. i
“Take this Lemke, Coughlin, Ger-
ald Smith, Townsend business. It’s
the idecal beginning for TFascism.
Perfect! Promnising everybody some-
thing for nothing. And, like all
such beginnings of a Fascist move-
ment, they offer a great liberal pro-
gram. Youw’ll find that most dictator-
ships have come out of allegedly
liberal beginnings. . . .
“I have a vague, general fear that
if somebody like Coughlin gets in,
‘thexe’l he hell to pay. Either this
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group. could put over a real dictator-
ship or they could have it taken
. from them by a hard-boilcd group
of reactionaries who, to save them-
selves and their families, would
overthrow the whole Government
and : substitute their own brand of
Fagcism,”

When we realize that behind the
men mentioned above are such sini-
ster figures as the unspeakable
Hearst, the duPonts, the American
Liberty League, 95 percent of the
capitalistic  ncwspapers, Landon,
Knox, every tin-horn Mussolini who
wants to terrorize his neighborhood,
America’s No. 1 anti-Semite (the
Rev. Gerald B, Winrod), and a solid
~body of industrialists, bankers, pub-
lic utility magnates, steel barons and
monopolists, we begin to realize that
IT CAN HAPPEN HERE.

I believe this gang can be whipped,
as the Popular Front saveq France
from Fascism, but it’s golng to take a
whole lot of courageous fighting. The
best weapon is the searchlight of
publicity. Let the people have the
facts. Keep the public informed.
Ameriea will never fall into the abyss
of Fascism if the anti-Fascists do
their duly and educate the masses
against the dangers of an Ameri-
canized foirm of Hitlerism. But let
there be no false sense of security.
The facts must be faced squarely,
and the truth must be told again and
again, Every lover of liberty and
gocial justice should enlist, in the
words of F. D. R, “for the duration
of the war.” . %

L]

What’s the attiiude of Norman Thomas

towatrds Father Coughlin’s Union party?

Norman Thomas understands the
whole scheme behind Father Cough-
lin’s Union party. Speaking of the
movement recently, Thomas. said:

“Its chief purpose is to ‘get Roose-

- velt, which is to say ‘help Landon.
There is nothing democratic about
the organization. It was proclaim-
ed by one political Messiah and

- secks the support of a couple of
other would.-be Messiahs. Not Wil-
liam Lemke, but Father Coughlin
and possibly Dr. Townsend, are the

© important figures.”

The above was written in June,
1936, about a month before the
Townsend convention in Cleveland,
where Coughlin, the Rev, Gerald L.
K. Smith and Dr. Townsend joined
hands to do exactly as Norman

Thomas foretold. The rabble-rousing
speeches were made to destroy Roose-
velt, though, in order to appear fa-
vorable to their own fake Lemke
ticket, they gave Governor Landon a
few slaps on the wrist.

The most vicious elements in the
land are now in full attack on Roose-
velt. They are determined to “get
Ruosevell,” as Norman Thomas says.
Radicals of every shade of opinion
must be careful in the present cam-
paign to do nothing to help these
fascistic enemies of the working
masses. They must realize that the
Lemke front is intended only to help
elect Landon, and any kind of a stu-
dent of current political and social
questions surely knows that the de-
feat of Roosevelt by Landon will
mean a tremendous victory for the
despicable Hearst and the fascistice
American Liberty League. .

Only a few years ago Coughlin
cried “Roosevelt or Ruin.” Now the
cry is “Ruin Roosevelt.” Why the
change? Because Coughlin and the
Catholic Church know that Roose-
velt’s policies, in the main, have been
forward-looking—and social progres-
sivencss is anathema to our orthodox
religionists, be they Protestant or
Catholic. The Catholic Church, being
the greatest real estate corporation
in the world, and being the most
orthodox of all Christian churches,
can’t tolerate even the milder phases
of Roosevelt’s New Deal. It has al-
ways stood by and helped the worst
formg of Capitalism assert them-
selves, It hag been the main support-
er of Fasclsm Iin Italy, Auslria and
Poland. It started out with a con-
cordat . with TFascist Germany, but
found itself double-crossed by Hitler,
who had other plans and found that
the Vatican stood in his way. Father
Coughlin couldn’t utter 10 words in
public if those words didn’t meet the
approval of the Catholic hierarchy.
The fact that Coughlin speaks public-
ly as a priest and not as a citizen
proves that the Catholic Church has
joined with the fascistic elements of
the U.S.—Hearst and the Liberty
Leaguc—to destroy the Rooseveltian
policies.

T ‘
Does Norman Thomas consider Landon
and Roosevelt as being equal represen-
tatives of capitalistic policies?

Norman Thomas, Socialist candi-
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date for President, is careful, in his
campaign speeches, to differentiate
between the progressiveness of Roose-
velt and the reactionary toryism of
Landon., In an address before the
Institute of Public Affairs, University
of Virginia, July 17, 1936, Thomas
said that President Roosevelt is “un-
questionably . . . more progressive,
more alert to the human problems of
‘his time than Mr. Landon, or the
men and forces who made that highly
synthetic. candidate, and can break
him.”

One of Norman Thomas’ objections
to Roosevelt is the fact that he is
surrounded by some highly unpro-
gressive figures, particularly Vice-
President Garner, Senator Robinson,
of Arkansas (who openly defends the
lawlass hehavior of the landlords in
their attacks on cotton sharecrop-
pers), or Farley, who has all the
tricks of a Tammany politician.

Thomas also objects to the way in
which the Roosevelt administration
aided the dictatorial regime in Cuba
to erush the liberal, democratic forces.
To this he added the fact that he is
disappointed over the following flaws
in the Roosevelt administration:

1. The DPresident’s failure to insiast
on the passage of such important
measures as the pure food and drug
act, and the housing bill proposed by
Senator Wagner.

2. The unsystematic use of made
work to combat unemployment, when
plans are at hand to conquer the
slums with a well-worked-out hous-
ing plan.

8. The President’s failure to pro-
test publicly against violent acts by
terrorists and floggers in Democratic
States like Arkansas, Florida and
elsewhere. (Of course, this doesn’t
imply that the President approved
of such behavior. The facts indicate
that Roosevelt is sympathetic to the
ideals of those who are so frequently
the victims of night riders.)

One of the splendid things about
Norman Thomas’ leadership is his
fairness and reasonableness. He
isn’t the kind of a partisan politician
who must say only bad things about
hig political opponents when the facts
plainly don’t permit one to make
sweeping generalities of a negative
nature. Thomas, in his speeches,
makes just charges against the Dem-
ocratic party, but at the same time

he knowg that the Roosevelt type of
statesman is new in that organization
(meaning, of course, his pasgion for
social reform and security) and that
one should allow time for such a
leader’s influence to transform the
body. Just because Roosevelt isn’t a
member of the Socialist party, let us
say, is no reason for a Socialist lead-
er to deny the man his -numeroug vir-
tues. We must, at all times, grant
true leadership its recognition and -
praise, reserving the right to. criticize
when acts fail to measure up to such
standards of political excellence,

Roosevelt certainly isn’t perfect,
but we all know enough about him to
admire him as a man, appreciate his
readiness to travel as far down the
road of social progress as the voting
masses will support, a spontaneous
feeling against the injustices and in-
equalities of the present system K and
a wholesome, honest, sincere desire
to cut the claws of the jungle-bred
exploiters of the people. With the
menace of Fascism always to be con-
sidered,.it’s a source of relief to con-
sider that there is a real possibility
of his serving the nation another four
years while the people are gradually
brought around to a more complete
acceptance of social policies that
make for progress in the direction of
a stronger labor movement, socializa-
tion of public utilities, key industries,
ete., and the building up of a vast
cooperative movement for the purpose
of protecting the economic rights of
the great consuming class.

We know what to expect from a
Roosevelt, and we at least know that
he doesn’t hold in store for us the
spirit of repression, racial persecu-
tion, religious bigotry, and hatred
for eultural and academie freedom.

On the other hand, we know that
the election of a Landon would mean
a Roman holiday for the various ele-
ments out to destroy Roosevelt—
Hearst, the Liberty League, the great
financiers and industrialists, the open- -
shoppers, the ruggéd individualists
who would throw the hungry and
helpless unemployed on their own
“resources” or into the lap of local
charity. There isn’t a single Fascist
in the nation who wouldn’t like to
see Landon elected. Father Coughlin
and the Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith may
pretend they are for Lemke, but the
facts indicate clearly that they are
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against Roosevelt in order to help
Landon.

This is no time for political sectar-
ianism.. We must keep ever on the
alert. 'We mustn’t take a stand for
something that can’t be realized now
and blindly permit personalities rath-
er close to our ideals to be defeated
by persons and interests that are de-
finitely known tu be reactionary, and
even fascistic. As I’ve written before,
we mustn’t stand by and let a man
who is a little left of center to be
beaten by a group that is at the ex-
treme right, "

Just before going to press, word was
received at this office that several So-
cialist “leaders” are offering “shares”
in a “farm cooperative.” The land be-
longs te or is controlled by an option
which is held by these promoters. The
whole matter should be investigated
carefully. If any of my readers have
received “literature” frem this outfit, ¥'ll
be glad to analyze it free of charge.
Pve had a’ little experience in spotting
such outfits and exposing them. Down’t
put any money into such a scheme with-
out the most exhaustive investigation.
I have only one interest—to help pro-
- tect genuine COOPERATION from the
shady finaneial schemes of cunning pro-
moters. If you have any of their cir-
culars, send them to me by air mail

After reading Father Coughlin’s spcech
before the convention of the Town-
sendites the thought came to me that
only a few months ago the priest at-
tacked Dr. Townsend’s plan. Has he
withdrawn those words of criticism?
When Norman Thomas followed

Father Coughlin, on the platform of’

the Townsend convention, Cleveland,
Ohio, July 18, 1936, he called atten-
tion to the fact that before Coughlin
went through his lovefest with Town-
send and the Rev. Gerald L.
Smith, he had referred publicly to the
Townsend plan as “economic insan-
ity.” Thomas added that Coughlin
didn’t retreact this statement, and
thereby put his finger on just one
more insincerity of a political priest
who ig out to establish Fascism in
the U.S.

Incidentally, let me add that Cough-
lin’s guperior, Bishop Gallagher, of
Detroit, admitted, after the radio
priest made his hysterical speech to
the Townsendites, that copies of all
speeches delivered by Coughlin are
forwarded to the Vatican. Thus far,
the Pope hasn’t objected to a single

sentence in Coughlin’s numerous po-
litical and Fascist speeches, thus
proving that Coughlinism is also Ca-
tholicism. As I've said before, the
Church knows what Coughlin is
doing, and lets him continue because
it knows he is doing its own dirty
work. The discipline of the Catholic
Church is so striet and powerful
that it never fails to gag or unfrock
any priest who dares to attempt po-
litical or other activities not within
the accepted policics of the hierarchy.

Is Father Coughlin continuing his anti-
Semitism?

He never fails to follow his subtle
trick of keeping the fires of anti-
Semitism burning by referring,to the
International bankers and then nam-
ing only the Rothschilds, In his
speech before the Townsend conven-

-tion, July 16, 1936, Coughlin worked

his usual anti-Semitic line, which
was noticed on the front page of
The New York Herald Tribune, the
next day, as follows:

“If there was any anti-Semitic
sentiment among the perspiring
thousands he gof at that, too, for
whenever he spolke of the interna-
tional bankers to whom he said the
New Deal had sold out . . . the only
ones he mentioned by name were
the Rothschilde.”

Another choice Coughlinism was
that Roosevelt was a “betrayer and
liar” because he had promised to
drive out the money-changers (mean-
ing, to Coughlin, the international
bankers, or rather, the Rothschilds)
but had surrendered to Communism
instead. Here, of course, we get an-
other glimpse at the amazing muddle-
headedness of Father Coughlin. ¥t

K.|stands to reason that if Roosevelt

“surrendered to Communism” the
money-changers wouldn’t have lasted
10 minutes. To bawl out the Presi-
dent for NOT having destroyed the
meney-changers and at the same time
charge him with having sold out to
the Communists is to show utter reck-
lessness about simple truth and eon-
sistency. But his audience of over
10,000, according to the press, cheer-
ed both arguments.
LK .

Father Coughlin, in his address before
the Townsendite convention, July 16,
1936, said, concerning the war leans,
“We canceled $40.000,000 000 of Eurc-
pean war debts and repudiated $11,000,-
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000,000 more of post-war debts, simply
to save the international bankers, sim-
ply to save the. gold standard.” Please
comment, )

This is just another Coughlin in-
accuracy. The man makes a great
flourish over facts and figures, but
doesn’t seem to care when they're all
wrong. If he had looked into a good
vefarence hnok he wonld have found
that the World War and post-Armis-
tice loans made by the U.S. to vari-
ous European governments amounted
to $10,388,058,352.20. There is, in ad-
dition, the matter of interest. It’s
true that we reduced or canceled in-
terest, _?u‘th we havelix’t canceled &

enny of the principal.
penny £ *P ey

I am enclosing a clipping of Father
Coughlin’s speech before the Townsend
convention, July 16, 1936. I have marke
one paragraph which I would like to
see you comment on,

The passage referred to reads:

“Government in this beloved na--
tion of ours is represented by its
three branches: the legislative
branch, where the laws are made;
the executive branch, where the
laws are enforced, and the judicial
branch, where the laws are adjudged
to be in harmony with our Con-
stitution before they can be en-
forced.”

Falher Coughlin’s career as a stu-
dent of government, politics, econom-
ies and sociology presents one with
the constant necessity of correcting
hig innumerable misstatements, for
the man has a positive genius for of-
fering the most sweeping generaliza-
tions with the minimum of informa-
tion. During the past three years I
have written literally hundreds of
columns about his eccentric ideas,
and it looks as though the future will
require even greater treatmeént, for
the man's influence is growing.

The quoted paragraph contains one
important error, when he speaks of
the judicial branch, “where the laws
are adjudged to be in harmony with
our Constitution before they can be
enforced.” It’s Coughlin’s quaint no-
tion that the judicial branch sits as
a hoard of censars, passing on acts of
Congress before the executive branch
can take on itself the task of enfore-
ing them. A high-school student who
does only moderately well in his
course on American government cer-
tainly knows better than to give ut-

d | mitted the

terance to such a mnonsensical in-
terpretation. S
The courts don’t censor our laws

before they are enforced. In fact,
the courts can pass on a question of
constitutional law ONLY AFTER
THE LAW HAS BEEN ENFORCED
AND SOME CITIZEN FINDS
THAT SUCH ENFORCEMENT IN-
JURES HIM BECAUSE OF ITS
UNCONSTITUTIONALITY. It’s
only then that the courts can pass on
an act of Congress.

In his speech before the Townsend con-
vention, at Cleveland, Ohio, July 186,
1936, Father Coughlin said: “He who
promised to drive the money changers
from the temple (President Roosevelt)
has built up the greatest debt in. all
‘history, $35,000,000.000. which he per-
bankers the right, witheut
restriction, to spend.” Js thig true?.
Father Coughlin’s statement - is
loaded with inaccuracies. Tirst of
all, the President didn’t build up a
debt of $35,000,000,000. Most of this
‘debt was incurreq by previous ad-
ministrations. The actual increase
caused by the Roosevelt administra-
tion is $10,800,000,000, and this
amount could be wiped out in a day
with the gold stock held by the U.S.
Treasury, amounting to more than
$10,000,000,000. This increase in the
public debt, which was caused by the
President, wasn’t made to turn money
over -to the bankers to spend, “with-
out restriction.” Most of this money
went to public works, unemployment
relief, CCC, AAA, FERA, REA,
WPA, PWA, etc. Money that went to
the: bankers came from the Recon-
struction Finance Corporation, for

which the bankers put up collateral

and paid minimum interest of 4 per-
cent, These loans have been repaid
almost to the*ext;nt ;f 90 percent.

Father Coughlin says our national debf
is tl‘;e largest in all history.
true

It’s the largest in the history of the
U.S. But he should have added that
$6,000,000,000 of this money is in re-
coverable assets, being protected by

loans made to hanks, insorance edm-:
panies, farm- and home-owners. This,.

of course, leaves a net of $28,000,-
000,000, which is only $2,000,000,000
over the national debt left by Hoover

on the day he left office, March 4,

1983, (Our national debt, as of June

Is this,
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1, 1936, was $34,000,000,000.)

If Coughlin really meant what he
said—that vur debt 1y the largest in
all history—he’s wrong again—and
the man has shown, during recent
years, a vast capacity for inaccura-
cies. It seems as though I'm being
kept busy tracking down his mis-
statements.

It happens that the United King-
dom of Great Britain has a national
debt of $35,000,000,000. As we have
three and a half times the population
of Great Britain we could increase
our national debt to over $120,000,
" 000,000 and still be no worse off than
the British are today—and our tories
never seem to tire of praising the
British for the manner in which they
are handling their affairs and coming
out of the dgpress:;on.%

What’s' the origin of the phrase “Al-
- mighty dollar”?.. .

Ben Jonson fathered the phrase
“almightie gold,” back in Shake-
speare’s time.. Washington Irving, in
his “Creole Village,” Knickerbocker
Magazineé, 1886, coined the phrase
“almighty dollar,” probably under
Jonson’s influence. - Later, Charles
Dickens used it in Martin Chuzzle-

g
Have the anti-Semiteg learned yet that
the drought and dust storms are Jewish
plots?

Your question is put facetiously,
but I'm going to answer it seriously,
for it’s a fact that the Jews HAVE
already been blamed for the drought
wnd dust storms. Tf yon will refer to

wit,

William Dudley Pelley’s Silver Shirt

weekly you will find the charge made
in all earnestness.

Here’s - the “logic” of = Pelley’s
charge: The Federal government is
controlled by .Jews. By misleading
the farmers with communistic-Jewish
schemes, it was made possible to
“cultivate the soil too intensively,

thus breaking up the land eo that the|

top-soill can be displaced by the
winds,” Therefore, the Jews are re-
sponsible for the drought and dust
storms. Who could ask for a hetter
explanation? Perhaps Gawd whisper-
ed the facts to Pelley when he
granted him that famous seven-min-
ute interview. :

- Pelley .is working his racket out on

the Pacific Coast at this writing, so

we may expéct to get the low-down

on how the Jews are responsible for
the earthquakes that visit California.
It seems to me that the case can be
built up good enough to stick. Pel-
ley could show that the Jew-caused
dust storms
brought about a_ vast displacement in
the earth’s surface, which, in turn,
could cause new settlings of the crust,
thug shaking gentile Californians out
of their beds. :

What is the 'Socia’lx;st ’gosition on the
Townsend plan?

The Socialist- movement has always
been in favor of old-age -pensions.
Long before the country ever heard of
Dr. Townsend, the Socialist party of
the U.S. (and the parties of the
world) invariably carrieq a plank
that- demanded social security for the
aged. So, when I say that the So-
cialist party is against the Townsend
hysteria, it doesn’t mean that the
organization stands with the reae-
tionaries who would throw the old
people on their younger relatives or
on local charity.

I have, during the past few years,
written many articles attacking the
‘Townsend pipe-dream, and each piece
brought me stacks of letters (mainly
abuse) and scores of cancellations of
hard.won subseriptions I could ill
afford to lose. L

The Socialist standard-bearer, Nor-
man Thomas. (who has been the
party’s présidential candidate four
times) spoke before the Townsend
convention, Cleveland, Ohio, on July
18, 1936, and because he gave. his
honest, candid criticismg he was booed
roundly again and again. That’s the
usual reaction of Townsendites to
people- who disagree with them. If
they’re dealing with a speaker, they
hiss him. If they’re reading an edi-
torial article, they hawl out the edi-
tor in scorching letters and cancel
their subseriptions pronto.

But booing Norman Thomas didn’t
make Townsendism true, Hissing a
speaker doesn’t answer his argu-
ments.  Thomas could quite easily
have whipped his Townsend audicnce
into demonstrations of enthusiastic
endorsement . if he had wanted to,
but that would have meant an
insincere espousal of an economic
program that . is  shot through
with- bunk and Ilunacy. Thomas

in the Middle West
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preferred to receive the abuse of
his audience of Townsendites, be-
cause it was only through thcir hiss-
ing that he could advance his valid
objections to the plan—objections that
will be reckoned with when the dele-
gates come to their senses, if they
have any sense. Then they will real-
jze that Norman Thomas was the
only truth-teller who addressed that
{ive-day convention,

Thomas’ first objection was on the
score of a sales tax. Such a tax, he
sald, “would be pyramided, multiplied
over and over, on the various trans-
actions between the original product
and the consumer. If I had to pay
the taxes it would create, I’d have
more taxes than coats on my back.”

The gpeaker’s next objection to the
plan to give every oldster over 60
years of age $200 per month was on
the score that the money couldn’t
be raised with the “existing value of
the dollar.” To disregard the facts
and pass such a law anyway, regard-
less of consequences, would mean
“you're likely to get inflation and
$200 that would be equal to about $20
in purchasing power as you know the
dollar now.”

Norman Thomas continued:

“We Socialists are not promising
a far-distant Utopia. You can win
abundance and carry out a sharing
of abundance. We believe that Capi-
talism can pay a much bigger old-
age pension than the present secur-
ity bill proposes. We are the pio-
neers for old-age pensions. But
might I say, in regard to the Town-
send plan, that I do not think you
can keep Capitalism and have it pay
you twice a8 much for not working
after 60 as the average one of you
f)Ot for working before you were 690.

o you think you can perform vivi.
section on Wall Street?

“You can’t keep Capitalism and do
this trick. And I don’t think you
can do it on a 2 percent transaction
tax-—not without inflation.”
Incidentally, Norman Thomas took

a fine shol at the Rev. Gerald L. K.
Smith, of Louisiana, the rabble-rous-
er who says he has inherited the late
Huev Long’s “5,000,000 followers”
who believe in Sharing Our Wealth.
Saying that he endorsed the expres-
sion in favor of democracy {(Thomas
here was quoting from one of the
banners on the convention walls), he
went on to say that “here I have to

ask a question of one of your leaders,
the Rev. Smith. I want to know how
he oxpects his candidate, Mr. T.emke,
to be on the ballot in hig own State
of Louisiana, that State controlled
by his hero, Huey Long. Louisiana
is the one étate where it is hardest
of all for a minority party candidate
to get on the ballot. It has been so
for years.?

The Rev. Smith, who is aspiring
to become America’s No. 1 Fascist,
made no reply to this charge of be-
trayal of democratic principles,

Norman Thomas also paid his re-
spects to Father Coughlin, at one
point charging the priest with hat-
ing Roosevelt because the President
refused to carry out the orders of the
Catholic Chureh, which wanted the
U.S. to mix in the internal affairs
of Mexico., The Mexican government
has, for some years, demanded that
the priests obey certain laws—which
are obeyed without complaint by oth-
er Christian Churches—and such a
policy has been construed by the
Catholic hierarchy as.“persecution,”
a charge which I have answered
many times in the past, showing that
there are no grounds for the charge
of “persecution” of religion in Mexi-
co. Norman Thomas told hig audi-
ence he didn’t favor our going into
Mexico just to satisfy the eraving
for revenge on the part of the priests.

In all, the Norman Thomas speech
was a right good job.

L I

Wonid you say that there’s any man
in public life today, in' this:country,
;vhg’s the potential counterpart of Hit-
er .
Two names come to mind instantly
—TFather Coughlin and the Rev. Ger-
alg L. K. Smith. Of Coughlin, T've
written reams, so I'll pass him up for
the moment. The other worthy is some-
what new in national life, so he de-
serves elucidation. The man is built
on the lines of a Hitler, and if he
ever perfects an organization power-
ful enough to effectunate hig policies,
he’ll give us every vile thing that
Hitlerism gave Germany.

For example, when interviewed by
the press, in Cieveland, Ohio, on July
18, 1936, the Rev. Smith warned that
he plahne/ to organize bands’'of
youth in wvery State “for the pres-. .
ervation of democracy.” (American |
Fascisva doesn’t use the word that

'
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describes Hitlerism in Germany, pre-
ferring to pose as the power that will
“save” the country from Communism
and - “preserve” democracy.)

The Rev. Smith said the groups of
young men will be used “to break up
Communist and even Socialist meet-
ings, if necessary;-to save America
from Communism.”

All such Smithites ‘would need is
a brown uniform to put the finish-
ing touch on American Fascism, A
clever, forceful, shrewd, cunning
demagogue like the Rev. Smith could
wrap the American flag around his
brand of Fascism and go forth to
crush every expression of traditional
Americanism, free speech, free as-
sembly, unionism, cooperative con-
sumers’ movements, political gather-
ings- of radical or liberal organiza-
tions, ete.

Yes, the country is facing a set of
hoodlums who. threaten to destroy
everything that’s precious in Ameri-
can life, The immediate need- of the
American people is a press sufficient-
ly strong to bring its messages of
warning. to the masses. Without a
powerful, free press the fight will be
almost hopeless.. Let us, while we
still are free to act, rally to the great
work of building our first line of de-
fense for real Americanism—a great,
truth-telling, gx:iuc?x‘tion’gl press.

Please comment on Father .Coughlin’s
attack on Roosevelt as “the great be-
trayer.”

The priest didnt  stop to. explain
his hysterical outburst: When a
President is charged with being a be-
trayer we are to conclude that he
treacherously violated his oath _Of
office, delivered the country to its
enemies, committed acts of  treason,
and in other ways earned the punish-
ment of ‘being impeached. I doubt
that Father Coughlin could make a
case against the President if Roose-
velt were asked to defend himself in
an impeachment trial. The fact that
the’ Presidént. refused to be bully-
ragged by Coughlin doesn’t make him
a “betrayer” of the American people.
Roosevelt . may have made_ his share
of mistakes;, and he may have failed
to measure up to his Opportun}ties or
responsibilities during his administra.
tion, according to the viewpeint of
the man’s eritics, but he certainly
never betrayed the American people.

Coughlin, like the Rev. Gerald L. K.
Smith, the Bible-shouter from the
Bayous, has learned the mean trick
of low, false invective. Such conduct
disgusts the intelligent public, but
it’s a great show for the dumb crowds
that think “pouring it on” is the
proper way of discussing great social
and. political issues. It now remains
for the Rev, Smith, the would-be gén-
eralissimo of the proposed- Coughlin-
Smith Storm Troops, to go the priest
one b‘etter.h ‘ ‘

*ook

In his book of dialogues, “Three Gods
Give an Evening to Politics,” Richard
Rothschild makes Lenin say: “I have
always maintained that democracy and
a highly developed industrialism can-
not be merged.” Please comment.

The book you quote from contains
an imaginary conversation. between
Jefferson, Lenin and Socrates, The
words our author puts into Lenin’s
mouth show him to be unfamiliar with
Lenin’s real views. Lenin wasn’t
against real democracy. His point
was that democracy was impossible in.
a society which permitted a small
class to own the great keys to indus-
trial production. That’s an entirely
different idea. The - inference, of

course, is that if the masses were to

socialize the industries it would be
possible to inaugurats trne demoe-
racy. Lenin favored a dictatorship

of the proletariat purely as a tem-

porary expedient, to give the social
builders time to erect a Socialist
state on’a sound, secure foundation,
after which democracy could be prac-
ticed. The record of history proves
the correctness of his position, for we
find now, 18 years after the Revolu-
tion, that the U.S.S.R. feels strong
enough to establish democracy, as
may be seen from an examination of
the new Constitution, which will most
aitsgléredly be - adopted in November,

B S I
As I write this the issue of Progress or
Reaction ' in _ Spain is being bitterly
fought. The Fascists have captured half
the country, but the: government seems
to be pretty strong and confident. What-
ever happens, the days of clerical dom-
ination of Spain are numbered. Reac-
tion will not be able to hang on to any
victory for lohg. Spain is, after cen-
turies of lying in a death coma, its mind
decerebrated, its spirit drugged, and its
body in rags, at last awakening. The
priest-dominated land is about to hoot
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its exploiters where they deserve to he
booted! I wouldn’t bat an eyelash in
horror or regret If every priest and
large landowner in Spain were extermi-
nated. As long as they are not exter-
minated, utterly crushed, decimated, and
smashed to pulp, they will endeavor to
enslave Spain with all the despicable
means at their disposal. 1 agree with
Robert Briffault when he says that only
another tyranny (a tyranny of the Left)
is able to effectively deal with the age-
old tyranny of Reaction, and the Right-
ists are perfectly welcome to call it
persecution if they want to.

- My correspondent waxes eloquent
over the punishment he would mete
out to the Catholic-Fascist rebels
against the Spanish Republic. As a
warm believer in Republicanism, De-
mocracy and free institutions, I in-
sist, as many times in the past, thal
a Democracy has the right to defend
itself,

In Spain, the situation iz clear as
sunlight. The clericals and the Fasc-
ists decided to knife the Republic
in the back by causing a large por-
tion of the army to become insurrec-
tionists. The army which the Repub-
lic organized and paid for—the army
which was sworn to uphold the Re-
public—turned treacherously and at-
tempted to crush it. As I write, the
issue is still in the balance. The reb-
els, whom I hoped to see crushed
weeks ago, are still holding parts of
the Republic, where they are slaugh-
tering thousands of Socialists, Com-
munists, Liberals, Republicans and
anti-Clericals. The priests are carry-
ing rifles and participating in the
massacres. The relaliabory acts of
the Republic were meaures of neces-
sity. The Republic was threatened,
and it fought back with all its
strength,

Fascism is organized murder, open
gangsterism, blackmail, torture, per-
gecution and tyranny. It’s the same
wherever it shows its ugly head. And
Catholicism always marches hand in
hand with Fasecism, whether it be in
Ethiopia or in Spain. Should the Lieft
crush the Catholi¢-Fascists, it won't
be an act of tyranny but a war to
preserve lhe liberties of the masses
and the ideals of civilization.

The two great murderers—Hitler
and Mussolini—are, at this writing.
helping the Spanish Fascists with
bombers and other weapons of war.
They are standing together to de-

SRR
stroy a young Republic and prepare
the way for new Fascist conquests.
The = Catholic-Fascists envision - a
world-federation of tyrants and
mass exploiters, But, tyrants turn on
one another when they have killed off
the enemies of tyranny.

Yok ok R

One of my friends said he had read
the Rassian Constitution and that he
found it less liberal than that of the
U.S. Is the Russian Constitution pub-
lished in America? What are the out-
standing features that make it morec
liberal than our own?

It would be interesting to have a
number of my readers study both
Constitutions and make comparisons,
incorporating. their conclusiong in
letters to this publication. Such a dis-
enssinn wonld he of real significance.

Yes, the full text of the new Sov-
iet Constitution is now available, as
previously announced. Every stu-
dent of international affairs should~
get a eopy at once, because this new
document makes it necessary for us
to revise all our previous ideas about
the Russian form of government.

I have already given many columns
of space to a discussion of the main
points of this new Constitution, so
I don’t believe it is in order for me
to go into that matter again, especial-
ly since the document itself is now
available in cheap form.

LI I S

I saw pictures and news reports re-
cently of the marriage of a young man
to one of the famed Siamese twins. In
a case like that what’s the status of
the one he didn’t marry?

The one he marricd is his wife,

| while the other one ig thrown in as a

bonus.
L R R
Pleage comment om Father Coughlin’s
challenge to the Jews.
Father Coughlin’s words are sum-
marized as follows:

“We are a Christian organiza-
tion in that we believe in the prin-
ciple of love thy neighbor as thy-
self. T challenge every Jow in this
nation to tel] me whether or not
he believes in that principle, Since:
the Jewish doctrine of a tooth for’
a2 tooth and an eye for an eye has
failed, T ask the Jews to accept
Christ’s principle of brotherhood.”

The above is only one more proof-

of Coughlin’s deep anti-Semitism,
which grows more aggressive each
time he delivers a speech. I don’t

s

a
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pose as a student of the Bible, leav-
ing that to professional theologlans
like Father Coughlin, bhut even T,
in my naive innocence, know that
Coughlin’s challenge is pure bunk.
If Father Coughlin will turn to the
19th chapter of Leviticus, in the Old
Testament, he will find the following
sentiment:

“The stranger that sojonvneth
with you shall be unto you as the
home-born among you, and thou
shalt love him as thyself.”

Note carefully that the quotation
not only urges one to love his neigh-
bors but insists that the stranger
shall also be included in the Golden
Rule. I recall vividly that 14 years
ago I invited Charles J. Finger to
write a little book for me on “Lost
Civilizations.” Onc of the points I
was careful to call to his attention
was the antiquity of what we call
the Golden Rule. I suggested research
intended to show that the Christian
claim to exclusive ownership of the
Golden Rule was just another myth,
that careful inquiry would show that
the Jews, Chinese, Hindus, Persians,
Mohammedans and the ancient Greeks
had worded the Golden Rule in their
own several ways. Only an ignor-
ant boor would claim that the Golden
Rule came only with Jesus.. The
facts explode such a false idea.

As a result of my suggested inves-
tigation, page 58 of the little book
gave the following precepts on the
Golden Rule, which I recommend to
Father Coughlin and other obscur-
antists:

1. The true rule in business 18 to
guard and do by the things of
others as they do by their own.
—Hindu.

Do as you would be done by.—

Persian.

3. One should seek for others the
happiness one desires for one’s
self~—Buddhist.

4. What you would not wish done
to yourself do not unto others.
~Chinese. .

5. Let none treat his brother in a

way he himself would dislike to

be treated.—Mohammedan.

Do not that to a neighbor which

you would take ill from him.—

Grecian.

7. All things whatso~v-r ye would
that men should do *o you, do ye
even so to them.— Christian.

Father Coughlin—whose mission

2.

6

has taken on its true purpose of
propagandizing racial hatred and
p‘ersecutlon hypoeritically  “chal-
lenges” the Jews to accept “Christ’s
prm(:lple of brotherhood.” Brother-
hood is a beautiful ideal, and you
will find it expressed magmﬁcently
in all periods of recorded history—
Egyptian, Hindu, Persian, Buddh-
ist, Chinese, Mohammedan, Grecian,
Roman, Jewish and Christian. The
quotations, which Finger garnered
for me a decade and a half ago, fol-
ow ;

BROTHERHOCD

1. He loved his brethren. He was
a brother to the great men, and
a father to the humble ones.—
Egyptian.

2. The narrow-minded ask,

man a stranger, or is he of our

tribe?” but to those im whom
love dwells the whole world is
but one family.~—Hindu.

He who is indifferent to the wel.

fare of others dees not deserve

to be called a man.~—Persian.

One should seek for others the

happiness he desires for himself.

There is no higher duty than to

work for the good of the whole

world.—Buddhist,

5. The good man loves all men, he
loves to speak with all. The
mean man sows that he himself
may reap, but the love of the
perfect man extends to all men.
—Chinese.

6. Be good to thy neighbor whether
he be of your own people or a
stranger.~~Mohammedan.

7. It is not the life to live for our-
gelves, but to help each other.—
Grecian,

8. We are members of one great

body, and we must consider that

we were bhorn for the good of
the whole.

I will look on the whole world as

my country, and on all men as

my brothers.

I am a man and nothing that

concerns human being is indif-

ferent to me.~Roman.

Thou shalt not say, I will love

the wise and hate the unwise;

thou shalt love all mankind.—.

Jewish.

Let us not love in word and in

tongue, but in deed and in truth.

—Christian,

We now come to that part of Fa-
ther Coughlin’s disgraceful appeal to
prejudice which says the “Jewish
doctrine of a tooth for a tooth and
an eye for an eye has failed.” From

“Is this

10.
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these words we are asked to infer
that the Jews accept, IN ITS ETHI-
CAL SENSE, the savage idea of re-
_ venge. The charge is false and mali-

cious. On this point I prefer to quote
from an editorial which appeared in
the August 21, 1936, issue of the
Kansas City Jewish Chronicle, en-
titleq “Father Coughlin’s. ‘Chal-
lenge,’” as follows: -

“The doctrine itself, as anciently
propounded, was merely one of just
compensation for damages and in-
juries inflicted. It is a phrase not
literally applicable but illustrative
of the very philosophy of the law
incorporated in the criminal and
civil statutes and judicial decisions
of the United States and of every
civilized country on earth. If a
thief broke into Father Coughlin’s
office of his National Union for
Social Justice and stole therefrom
some of the thousands of dollars
entrusted "to the priest’s care by
his followers, wounld the gnod Fa-
ther merely shrug his shoulders
and say: °‘Let the thief have the
money’ 2 Hardly. He’d be the first
to rush to the telephone and call
the police to arrest the criminal
to be punished by the law accord-
ing to the degree and the enormity
of hig crime, according to the doca
trine of ‘an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth’ which is just as
much Catholic and Christian as it
is Jewish and Ameriean, and Father
Coughlin well knows it.”

.The facts, I believe, fully warrant
me in inviting Father Coughlin to
challenge himself to be intellectual-
ly and ethically honest.

L

£
What did yon think of the sereen pra-
duction, “The Green Pastures”?

When I saw the stage production
in Kansas City, some years ago, I
wrote a piece for my pious readers,
telling them I thought it was a fine
show and a devastating attack on
orthodox Christianity. I mentioned
(if my memory isn’t putting one over

on me) that religious propaganda,

to be effective, must be presented
in- such a way that it’ll be taken
seriously. There’s no room for levity
in this twilight zone. Priests, preach-
ers and rabbis come a cropper when
their hearers laugh—and the audi-
ence that saw The Green Pastures
laughed in long, loud shrieks. Laugh-
ter murders religion.

The movie version impressed me as

a good job, perhaps almost as good
as the stage show. The singing was
fine, the acting flawless, and the di-
rection simply great. The audience
that saw the movie with me didn’t
laugh, but here I detected the reason
—the director, who knew where the
stage show got its dozens of belly-
laughs, adroitly changed the timing
or emphasis at the critical moments,
thus pushing aside the sure-fire
laughs. Even at that, a few guffaws
managed to-slip through, and dozens
of smickers. I

The whole spectacle, presented with
all the reverence and awe Marce Con-
nelly was capable of drumming .up,
was still a comedy of primitive minds
trying to explain great moral and
worldly issues without the aid of sci-
ence. To me, The Green Pastures
serves to help Freethought by mak-
ing religion—in its Christian form
—ridiculous and childish: . It’s amus-
ing to read the glowing things our
preachers write about this picture.
They seem to have the naive idea
that the “simple religiosity” of the
Negro will tend to move the hard
hearts of our materialistic. skeptics
and bring them.down to their knees
in reverence and adoration. 'The
moyie can do no such thing. About
15 seconds after its close we were all
looking at a news-reel in which Lew
Lehr, the comedian, sent us into
spasmg with his comments on some
freakish zoological oddity. The thing
changed so rapidly that the audience
—including this pious scribbler—
didn’t have time to get salvation,
sanctification and baptism. Besides,
the whole thing: works in reverse,
when we see that scientific technique,
through triumphs of physies, can re-
peat most of the Qld Testament mir-
acles right before our eyes. A miracle
that is done over again by a film that
comes out of a can isn’t going to win
8ur unbelieving masses to the notions
that popped out of the heads of ig-
norant, primitive, almost savage,
fanatics and crackpots; )

Yes, I thought The Green Pas-
tures was such amusing spoofing
that I want to see it again, If we
didn’t know its sponsorchip and the
people who are ballyhooing it, one
might suspect it was put over by
Materialists and Atheists out to dis-
eredit religion by showing it up for
the mumbo-jumbo it really is. If the
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”

Bolsheviks in Moscow are wise they’ll
order a -hundred cobies. of the nega-
tive and send them out through Rus-
sia and Siberia to kill off the stray
remnants of religion that still linger
in ‘that land of anti-bunkistic Ra-
tionalism. ’

There’s just one more point I want
to dwell on, and that’s the falge im-
pression this picture gives regard-
ing the Negroes. While-it’s true that
some of our colored folks believe this
torribly . unintelligent  and -insane
pish-posh—as -there 'are whites who
have minds equally unbalanced—the
great bulk of cur Negro friends are
rid of -such nonsensical balderdash
and hogwash for good and all. I
know plenty of Negroes, and I'm still
to meet one whose mind is as low as
The Green Pastures represents it
to be. Our educated Negroes, of
course, are just as rationalistic as
our educated whites, And the general
mass of Negroes are, by and large,
as void of piety and childish faith as
the run of other people. We shouldn’t
insult our black brothers by letting
the impression go out that we be-
lieve them to be hopelessly immersed
in superstition and intellectual dark-
ness. Intelligent Negroes resent such
an insult, and with justice. Let’s
laugh at the religious ronsense of
The  Green Pastures, but let’s re-
member to dismiss the notion that
the picture represents Negro life as
*it’s to be found today. It applies
only to a small minority. The people
everywhere are throwing off the
shackles of r(iigi(z;ls (g)scurantism.

Do the Socialists hold that Roosevelt’s
policies make for a dictatorship?

A survey conducted by the Ameri-
can Institute of Public Opinion, pub-
lished early in August, 1936, showed
that 70 percent of the Socialists held
there was nothing 'in Roosevelt’s. acts
or policies to. lead to dictatorship.
The general vote was: Yes, 45 per-
cent; No, 55 percent. The vote by
parties was:

Yes No
Democrats ............... 9% 91%
Republicans ............. 83 17
Third Pa:ty Voters ...... 53 47
Sccialists ................ 30 70
L S
What’s your opinien of the movie,

“Things to. Come,” by H, G. Wells?
This British-made spectacle, pro-
cGuced by Alexander Korda, is an im-

pressive, artistic, dramatic, and, in
places; highly beautiful picture. The
first half of the picture impressed me
most, especially where we're shown
how the next world war will destroy
every evidence of man’s constructive
efforts. [his picture’s appeal is de-
cidedly adult—a long stride from the
usual 12-year-old level of ‘intelligence
demanded by the average Hollywood
chunk of tripe. In all, Wells hasg
succeeded in making a powerful ap-
peal for peace based on science in-
stead of sentimentality., I'm more
than glad I saw it, and if ever the
chance comes again I’ll see it a sec-
ond time. As an indication of how
the picture didn’t please the moguls
in control of the box-office (or rather
the businessmen controlled by the
box-office) I might mention that I
had to go to a 15c house given to
wild west “horse operas” while the.
town’s best movie (which charges 3he
per ticket) was content to rest its
case on the cavortings of Joe E.
Brown as a ‘“natural salesman” of
tractors. H. G. Wells must take a
back seat when Joe E. Brown’s in
the neig-hboah(’)x?d.

B P

Henry J. Allen, in his Topeka State
Journal, August 18, 1936 (page 4),
writes that “the judgment of the clever
diplomat who was . .. sent by Russia
to Washington after the recognition,.
was that Roosevelt is the Kerensky of
theé forthcoming American revolution,
and that someone like John' Lewis will
eventually be the Lenin.” Please com-
ment,

Henry Allen, who proposed Fascist
measures in Kansas long before the
world even heard of Hitler, has a
tremendous capacity for jnaccuracies
and the use of forged documents. He
belongs with Father Coughlin and
the Rev Gerald B. Winrod in the mat-
ter of spouting “facts that ain’t so.”
In another piece I called attention
to Allen’s lying use of a nonsensical
oath which he crassly attributed to
the Communist party of the U.S, a
hoax which carries internal evidenee
of mendaciousness. Since writing
that piece, Allen retracted under
threat of a libel suit, though he added
new lies to his retraction, one of them
being that the oath he ascribed to the
Communists really belonged to- the
old LWW.

The above quotation from Allen is
stupid on its face. First of all, Alex-
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ander A. Troyanovsky, the Soviet
Union’s ambassador to the U.S., has
always scrupulously refrained from
interfering with, or commenting on,
internal matters in this country. He
leans over backward in avoiding any
sort of act or word that might be
construed as meddling in our affairs.

Shortly after Roosevelt became
DPresident, there was a great to-do
in the press over the charge that
F. D. R. had been described as the
Anierican Kerensky, but the man who
was supposed to have said that
wasn’t Troyanovsky but Lawrence
Todd, a Washington newspaperman
who was, at that time, the correspon-
dent of the Federated Press. Todd,
under oath, denied ever having said
it.

The second part of Allen’s le is
cqually silly. At the time of the Ker-
ensky excitement, John L. Lewis was
still a eonservative craft unionist in
the A.F. of L., so no Soviet spokes-
man could have had any reason for
looking on that person as a future
Lenin., It was only recently that
Lewis threw off A.F, of L. conservat-
ism and came out for industrial un-
ionism.

The editorial quoted from doesn’t
tell its readers how or when Troya-
novsky submitted his “judgment”
that Roosevclt was the American
Kerensky. A statement like that
should be verified and its sources
identified, which, of course, can’t be
done, because it never was said, Can
you imagine Troyanovsky remaining
as ambassador to this country 24
hours ufterﬁgetting"oﬂ’ such a remark?

g
What is the latest development looking
toward building a rocket for explora-
tion of outer space?

P. F. Cleator’s new book, Rockels
Through Space—The Dawn of Inter-
planetary Travel (Simon and Schus-
ter), is the latest contribution to the
scientific discussion of astronautics.
I have, in previous issues, given con-
siderahle space to this fascinating
project, a romantic form of science
which - have always taken seriously.
This science made progress when 2
Russian, K. B. Ziolkovsky, in 1003,
first called attention to his discovery
(which was based on Newton and
others) that “the rocket does not re-
quire the presence of air for its oper-
ation.” .

A great deal of money is being

spent on this form of research and
a sizable group of scientists are con-
stantly applying themselves to its
advancement, which is rather slow,
but truths are being garnered stead-
ily. The subject is highly sensation-
al, but its students are uniformly
modest and shy of publieity-seeking.

Great strides are being taken, the
latest being the report of the Ameri-
can Rocket Society that Rocket No.
4, in 1935, traveled at a speed of 700
miles per hour in suceessful trips.
Of course, editors of Sunday feature
stories like to draw bizarre, Jules
Verne pictures of giant rockets being
shot to the moon through immense
space guns, but such sensationalism
isn’t welcomed by the leading figures
in this new science. Before conquer-
ing the wuniverse, it’ll be victory
enough to be able to send a rocket
into outer space for something like
10,000 miles—perhaps ecarrying an
observer and recording ingtruments
—and have it return safely to earth.
That seems to be a reasonable possi-
bility.

Our author figures that 4,380 tons
of fuel will be needed to carry a
rocket weighing 20 tons, including
passengers, equipment, instruments,
supplies, etc. An interplanetary.
journey to Venus, let us say, would
require a vessel weighing more than
20,000,000 tons. So that field is out,
for the present, though it offers op-
portunities for interesting and wval-
uable speculations.

e %

[ was impressed by the manner in which
vou ontlined a histo'y of Freethought,
in a recent issue. I have been a student
of world affairs, specializing in what
has happened since 1918. If you, as an
editor, gave an author an assignment
to write sach a work, how would you
go about the job of outlining the ma-
terial? 1 always thought editing mere-
Iy meant reading submitted works and
accepting or rejecting them. Now
realize that a real editor outlines his
subjects and then goes out and hunts
np a writer to do the work.

Tt would be quite a job to coridense
such a history into 60,000 words, but
1 believe it can be done. I'd prefer
to call lhe work A Ilistory of the
World Since 1918, and I'd outline
the contents as follows:

Introduction: Desc iption of the
ghastly economic and political and so-
cial condition of the world—the irony
of this culmination of 100 years of
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heroic struggle. What blunders led to
the renewed power of medievalism.
PART 1. TEN YEARS OF FOLLY
Chapter 1. The Crime of Versailles.
1. The Leading Statesmen. 2, The
Greed of the Victorious Nations. 3.
Sowing the Dragon’s Teeth. 4. Frenzied
Finance and Fraudulent Plebiscites.
Chapter II. Prolonging the Agony. 1.
Five Years of French Hysteria. 2. The
Wanton War on Russia. 3. The At-
tempt to Cripple Turkey. 4. Fostering
Chaos in China. 5. Other Countries.
Chapter ' 1Il. The Destruction of In-
ternational Faith. 1. The League of Na-
tions. 2. Juggling with International
Debts. 3. Navy and Armament-Reduc-
tion Pacts. 4. Back to Machiavelli.
Chapter 1V. The Hectic Flush eof
Prosperity, 1. The Harding-Coolidge
Golden Age. 2. The Tragi-Comedy of
Prohibition. 3. The Abuses of Capital.
4. International Economic Anarchy. 5.
Unemployment Grows Rapidly.
Chapter V. How the Public Was
Duped. 1. Social Evil of the New
Journalism. 2. Fatuous Assurances of
Writers and Statesmen. 3. Lies about
Russia and Mexico. 4. Playing Fast and
Loose with Science.
Chapter VI. The Beginnings of Fasc-
ism. 1. The Sordid Beginning in Italy.

2, Corruption and Incompetence in
Spain. 8, Pilsudski’s Brutality in Po-
land. 4. Scandalous Acquiescence of

the Churches and the World Press.

PART 2. THE PRICE IN BLOQD AND
TEARS

Chapter VII. The World-Depression
and Its Causes. 1. The Tragic Year
1929. 2. The Earthquake-Wave Rolls
over the World., 3. The Most Paradox-
ical Age in History. 4. Alleged and True
Causes of the Collapse. 5. Can the
Capitalist System Survive? 6. Experi-
ments in America, Britain, France, etc.

Chapter VIII. Fascist Claims of Bi-
ficlency. 1. The Rake’s Progress in
Italy. 2. The Debauching of Germany.
3. Ruin and Gloom in Poland. 4. Chacs
in Rumania and Yuge-Slavia. 5. Bru-
tality in Austria, Hungary, Spain and
Brazil. 6. Lies in the World-Press.

Chapter IX. The Development in Asia.
1. Gandhi and the Struggle in India.
2. Stirring from Turkey to the China
Sea. 8. Japan’s Crime and the World’s
Acquiescence. 4. The Situation in China.

Chapter X. Russia Finds the Way
Out. 1. Appalling Task of Russian
Statesmen. 2. From Lenin’s N.EP. to
the Five-Year Plan. 8. Industrial, Agri.
cultural and Social Progress. 4. All-
Round Application of Science. 5. Rus-
sia Explodes Every Moral, Social and
Political Convention.

Chapter XI. Other Socialist and Semi-
Socialist Experiments. 1. What the So-

cialists Did in Austria and Spain. 2.
Brutality of the Reaction. 3. The De-
velopment in Mexico, 4. Stirrings in
South America. 5. Situation in Den-
mark, Norway, Sweden, Great Britain,
France, Czecho-Slovakia, and Turkey.
6, The Cooperative Movement.

Chapter XII. The Future: World-
War or the New Era? 1. Conspiracy of
Fascist Countries for World-Conquest.
2. Forming a Central-European Bloc.
3. Japan to Exploit China and Tngage
Russia. 4. State of Parties in All
Lands. 5. The Chances of a New Mid-
dle Ages.

I belicve the foregoing outline
covers the situation pretty well, con-
sidering the limited space I allowed
myself. I'd like to hear from my
readers regarding this proposed out-
line. Suggesti;ns ;re invited.

¢

How’d vou like the Marx brothers in “A
Night at the Opera”?

I thought it was good entertain-
ment. Those three lunatics are al-
ways favorites of mine. I like them
even when they’re not up to par,
which shows how I feel about them.
My favorite is the dumb cluck who
does all his acting in pantomime.
Next comes Groucho. Then follows
the brother who plays the piano so
cleverly and gets off guch ountlandish
puns. But Harpo, I insist, comes first.
He, to my notion, stands with Charlie
Chaplin as an artist. Groucho’s
nonsensical patter always amuses
me. A Night ot the Opera was
especially happy Dbecause ithe story
was so good. George S. Kauffman
and the fellows who helped him did
a good job of comedy.

de o g

What’s your opinion of Senator Capper?

Senator Arthur Capper, of Kansas,
is as good a politician as the nation
hag ever produced, barring not even
F. D. R. himself. Quiet, soft-spoken,
kindly and cordial, Capper—the per-
fect Christian  statesman—doesn’t
know what political defeat means,
for he knows every kink and twist
in the old-time joust. He has the
kind of political ears that can pick
up the mutterings of 16 farmers in
Osage County, the resolution of a
Kiwanis club in Clay Center, a dry
splash (pardon my undry use of the
word “splash”) in the ladies’ federa-
tion meeting in Dodge City, and the
vaguest hint from wheat growers
that more federal money ought to
come out this way but this here ad-
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ministration is goin’ to have to do a

little less spendin’ or the country’s
goin’ to rack and ruin. If ever you
want to know the state of public
sentiment on any question, just ask
the good senator for his notions.
He'll tell you what’s what in a slow,
hesitating, halting speech—so quict
you’ll think he doesn’t know what
he’s talking about, but later you find
out he had his finger on the pulse,
or his ear on the ground, or his eye
on the main chance, or his whiffer
sniffin’ the aromas that emanate from
the masses—or whatever it is that
a great statesman uses to gauge
what’s going on in. the heads—or
stomachs—of his constituents.

A Republican, Capper soon gave
F. D. R. better support than half of
his Democratic lieutenants, AAA was
from heaven, for most of its money
would go out to the section which
includes Kansas. The administration
mustn’t spond too much moncy, be-
cause the nation mustn’t be saddled
with debt, but Capper could always
forget his mild, gentle protests while
he saw the proper administrators
and got them to pass on the proper
sums of money to the Kansas counties

that needed money even more than]

they needed rain. A Democratic dol-
lar is just as good as a Republican
dollar, especially when it comes from
F. D. R., who must take the ultimate
blame, and goes to Capper’s consti-
tuents who will, most likely, remem-
ber Capper with deep gratitude when
they see his name on the ballot.
Capper has opponents, but no en-
emies. He's too innately friendly to
have anyone agin' him. Immensely
wealthy, he likes to let the poor
know he’s with them, that his vast
publishing business ‘ean’t produce
another million spondulicks without
tearing out his heart when he reflects
that so .many of his constituents
must get along without a million
dollars. He gets over the impression
that nothing could suit him better
than to see every man and woman in
this nation—not a king or a queen
—but at least a millionaire. “Oh, if
only there were less greed in the
world,” he mntters, as he pockets
his own hefty income. That’s the
Christian- statesman in action.
Others may yell like so many rab-
ble-rousers. Capper’s technique is
more subtle, and intelligent. I don’t

think he’s ever raised his voice in his
long, successful career. In his own
gigantic publishing plant he is more
shy and timid than his most. incon-
spicuous apprentice. He never shouts
an order to his employes; he always
makes a timid, faint suggestion, And
he is the same way with the citizens
of his.great State. The voters listen
to his murmurs, they look into his
tired eyes, and they walk away -unde-
cided whether he’s Jesus Christ’ or
Abraham Lincoln: - A fellow like that
can’t be whipped. : AR

The only disappointment in his
life, I'm positive, is that he’s just
about 15 years too late to have presi-
dential ambitions.: Somewhere in his
middle 70’s, Capper knows every-
thing -about the great game of
politics, but must be content with a
“mere” senatorship because his gray
hairs are too gumerou;. )

X :
I sea that yon naglocted ta mention the
religious beliefs of James Monroe in
your September, 1936, Freeman.

It was an oversight. There is no
evidence to show that he ever. be-
came a member of any Church. He
was careful to avoid all mention:of
religion 'in his writings. =~

Monroe, who was a great admirer
of the great infidel, Thomas Paine,
was able to use his influence to have
Paine freed from Luxembourg pris-
on. Monroe’s predecessor in Paris,
Gouverneur Morris, left him in prison
to be executed, even going so far as
to conspire against one of Amierica’s
greatest patriots,- o

Joseph McCabe, in his Seven In-
fidel U.S. Pregidents, ealls atten-
tion to the fact that the most recent
biography of Monroe (Life of James
Monroe, 1921) says nothing - about
his religion, “and one can .gather
from it only that Monroe died with-
out prayer or religious ministrations
—like his four predecessors.”

MecCabe adds the interesting fact
that Paine wrote the second part of
The Age of Reason in Monroe’s
home, o :

A g
Your discussion of the new Soviet Con-
stitution misses the most important
puint~the fact that the (rend  is mnot
towards Democracy. but towards Capi-
talism, ) - B

Your point isn’t at. all well taken.
In fact, it’s highly inaccurate. If
Russia, as you say, ig veering towards
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Capitalism, the Constitution would,
of necessity, have to provide for the;
restoration of the capitalist class and
the liquidation of social ownership
of the means of production, distribu-
tion, communication, exchange, etc.
I’'m sure you couldn’t prove such a
.transformation, in practice or theory.
Capitalism-—the private - ownership
of socially necessary industries, - ete.
—is quite dead in Russia, and the
new Constitution has no intention of
reviving it.

s
The Topeka State Journal, Henry J.
Allen’s Republican newspaper, prints
in its issue of June 25, 1936, what it
claims to be the oath of the Communist
party. I enclose the clipping and ask
your comment.

According to Henry Allen’s news-
paper, the Communist oath reads as;
follows: '

“I do solemnly swear that I hold
in contempt, all institutions of cap-
italism, including ecclesiastical and
secular; its flag, its courts, its codes,
its churches and religions; that I
will obey all summons of the elected
officials of this order under penalty
of death, and spare neither time,
effort or money to obey, even to
the last drop of my blood.”

The foregoing is a monstrous lie.
This is the first time I’ve ever seen
this obvious hoax, so it’s quite possible
the alleged oath was fabricated by
Henry Allen himself. If he did, his
hoax stands on a par with the forged
Knights of Columbus oath and the
frequently-exposed Protocols of the
Elders of Zion.

I understand the Communist party
intends to sue The Topeka Stote
Journal, unless the editor retracts
his malieioug falzehood.

LR T S
When do you think Mitler and Musso-
lini will get the gate?

Whenever I'm asked to act the role
of a prophet I'm reminded of the sane
words of Josh Billings:

“Don’t never phrovesy yung man,
for if yu phrovesy wrong, noboddy
will forgit it, and if yu phrovesy
right noboddy*wi]l rerglember it.”

2
OSCAR AMERINGER’S LATEST
PROJECT :

[A Freeman reader, who received a
letter and booklet describing Oscar
Ameringer’s “cooperative” scheme, asks
me to analyze the proposition. After

studying the literature I decided mot
only to dissect Ameringer’s venture but,
since he is exploiting the idea in a So-.
cialist paper, The American Guardian,
1 incorporated my arguments in a let-
ter (August 1, 1936) to Clarence Senior,
Execntive Secretary, Socialist Party, 549
Randolph St., Chicago, Ill, so that the
matter might receive official notice. My
readers who are Socialist party mem-
berg should also write to that offi-
cial, urging that the situation be inves.
tigated.] .

Dear Comrade Clarence Senior:

1 was very happy to get your letter
of July 31, in which you say such nice
things about the pieces I've been writ-
ing. It’s necessary for every lover of
democracy and social justice to give of
his best efforts to counter the sinister
forces that are conspiring to destroy
our blood--beught Americanism and in-
augurate a reign of Fascist terrorism.
As Pve written many times, it’s our job
to educate the masses, build up a great
political party that will serve to
strengthen the position of labor by giv-
ing it the governmental facilities that
will be at hand once we get a sufficient-
ly large vote, build up a great trade
(or rather, industrial) union movement.
and, what is equally important, do
everything in our power to build wup
a great cooperative movement. I'm de-
lighted to see that the Socialist party
has endorsed the cooperative movement,
for it’s my firm belief that the next
generation will see this country studd-
ed with immense consumers’ coopera-
tives,

But, if we are to have a real cooper-
ative movement we will have to be
vigilant during this formative period,
for there are elements—in and out of
the Socialist movement—which would
scheme to malke immense persanal prof-
its through the misuse of the coopera-
tive movement, I have in mind the ac-
tivities of a famous Socialist leader,
Osear Ameringer, editar and owner of
The American Guardian, who is launch-
ing a scheme that will do untold harm
to the new-born cooperative movement
if his project isn’t exposed in time.

To be specific, one of my readers,
who is also a reader of The American
Guardian (which, T believe, is recog-
nized as an offieial Sacialist publica-
tion), sends me a letter and commer-
cial catalogue he received fram Amer-
inger. A careful examination of both
Teads me to haliave that he, Ameringer.
is attemnting to use the prestige of
the Socialist party in order te put over
a2 venture that is shot through with
rommercialism. Now, mark you, mak-
ing a legitimate profit, under Capital-
ism, certainly is no crime, but trying
to make a capitalistic profit in the name
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of the cooperative movement strikes me
as being a heart-thrust at the future
of cooperation in America—a hlow
which can, unless checked, set back the
movement a decade or two. In these
formative years, a misapplication of the
ideal of cooperation can easily result
in a scandal that will destrey public
contidence in the genuine humanitarian-
ism of the cooperative idea.

According to the booklet scnt out by
Oscar Ameringer, the project is a plain
real estate stunt, a land-selling cam-
paign, which offers farms (of 40 acres)
belonging to the Carden Home Com-
pany, in Louisiana, along the Missis-
sippi River. This is described as “a
virgin empire of 25,000,000 acres,”
which you and I know to mean that the
land hasn’t even been cleared, without
fencing, buildings, or other improve-
ments. We find such to be the case.
We are even informed in this pamph-
let, which Oscar Ameringer is sending
out to readers who answer his an-
nouncements in The American Guar-
dian, that the purchaser of this land
will have to spend at least $12 per
acre clearing higs land before he can
get “rich” running “a pecan grove.”
The fact that the booklet—elaborately
illustrated, with all the lingo of the
high-pressure land salesman—says noth-
ing about cooperatives leads me to con-
clude that the original land-sclling
scheme didn’t attract a sufficient volume
of inquiries and that it was felt neces-
sary to tack on the cooperative idea
in order to land thc Socialists who still
happen to have a few thousand dollars
in savings.

The letter ' which accompanies the
booklet talks about establishing a Co-
operative Farm, etc., and it’s this fea-
ture which makes the venture subject
to the inquiry and just criticism of the
Sucialist movement, which, in turn, is
in duty bound to protect the cooperative
movement from highly questionable en-
terprises.

Let us look at a few facts, as stated
in Ameringer’s sales letter:

Each prospect is to pay $1,000, for
which he is to receive 40 acres of un-
improved, uncleared land in a section
which is reported to have been under
water in the last floed .to the extent
of 40 percent of its area. That means
$25 per acre, for land that is worth,
at the most, $2 per acre, to which must
be added another $12 per acre in order
to get it cleared and answer “the Op-
purtunity that knocks but once,”

Ameringer says his company ewns this
land outright. Having tried to sell it
through a regular sales booklet, and
failing, he mow rings in the cooperative
feature, and it’s this, of course, which
is my only excuse for writing. Incident-

ally, Ameringer’s letter is written on a
plain sheet of paper, which is a peculiar
fact when one considers that he is the
editor of a Socialist organ and is writ-
ing to inquirers who are answering his
articles in an official Socialist journal.
If his movement were genuinely co-
operative, he wouldn’t hesitate to use
his editorial letterhead. .

The scheme, as I understand it, is
to get rid of the land—unload it on our
Socialist comrades, who will find them-
selves in a malaria-infested country,
subject to floods, with uncleared land,
without fences, houses, ote. There is
nothing said in Ameringer’s letter that
the land will be given to the cooperative
he is proposing. No, it’s to be strictly
business there. He is to get the money
for the land, and when the sales are
finished, Comrade Ameringer will give
the members and their families a
scheme on paper for THEM to live by,
leaving him free to return to his edi-
torial duties or look up another parcel
of land which can be picked up at any. -
where from $1 to $3 per acre and sold
for perhaps $25, with still another
“charter” of cooperation left among
comrades who will be told to cooperate
or starve. .

Just how the purchasers of Amer-
inger’s land will get their cooperative
he doesn’t tell. He is specific about the
money for the land ($1,000) and an-
other $12 per acre for clearing the
swampy or stump-covered land, which is
to go to Ameringer, but when we come
to coaperation we learn, in Ameringer’s
own words, that:

“I also have the assurance that the
government will aid in the establish-
ment of the cooperative processing
plants mentioned.”

Just how much is that “assurance”
worth after Ameringer steps out with
the money paid for the land and leaves
the buyers to cooperate? If “assurance”
means “guarantee” then I dom’t know
the meaning of English. Then, there’s
nothing to show that the government
will aid. Will it be with a booklet of-
fering advice or money to pay for the
structure, machinery, etc.? 1It’s out of
such thin air that the Ameringer co-
operative scheme is blown.

It’s my deep conviction that the So-
cialist party should investigate and re-
port on Ameringer’s latest promotional
scheme, If it’s strictly commerecial, it
should be advertised as such. If it’s
a real coonerative, then the evidence
should be produced. that no land-selling
promoter is first out to move perhaps
hundreds of families to a section that
still belongs to “a virgin empire,” at
so much per acre in order to dispose
of his real estate company’s holdings.

I feel certain that this is not a gen-
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uine cooperative movement. If it isn’t,
the Socialist public which Ameringer
has gathered from the ranks of the
party should be warned. Failure to act
may result in a scandalous situation, to
the deep injury of the Socialist party
and the cooperative movement.

Sincerely,
E. HALDEMAN-JULIUS

Since writing the forcguing open let-
ter I have received a number of letters
from my readers who asked me to com-
ment on Ameringer’s real estate sales
ballyhoo in his paper, The American
Guardian. One reader forwardg a copy of
the August 7, 1936, issue, which shows
the amazing cleverness with which
Ameringer works to influence his large
Socialist following. Socialists are given
to trusting their leaders implicitly, so
that it’s possible for men with personal
axeg to grind to get the cumrades to do
the dirty work of turning the stone. In
the present instance we find an ad-
vertisement, signed by Ameringer, on
page 3, col. 7, entitled “A Gulden Op-
portunity,” in which readers who have
$1,000 to “invest” are urged to answer
“the knock of opportunity that calls but
once.” Of course, this announcement
doesn’t say that the land belongs to
Ameringer’s company and that it’ll re-
quire at least $12 per acre to clear.

The same issue cuntains, ia addition
to the “come-on” announcement, a four-
column editorial article, by Oscar Amer-
inger, on page 1. This amazing article,
which 1s nothing more than a tie-up
with the page 3 advertisement, extols
the very locality which Ameringer—the
rea] estate promoter—is exploiting, The
whole point of this editorial article is
that The Delta (Ameringer’s Louisiana
land that is still “a virgin empire of
25,000,000 acres”) is the solution to
America’s land problem—provided, of
course, the readers of The American
Guardian connect this editorial article
with the commercial advertisement, sign
up on the dotted line and pay the good
money that will enable the Ameringer
land concern to dispose of its holdings
~all in the name of “farm cooperation.”

The facts, I insist, indicate a major
project that is intended to bring money
into the coffers of Ameringer’s lamd
company under the banners and slegans
of the real cooperalive movement. The
connection ig so raw that it constitutes
a scandal, A few such ventures, put
over shrewdly at.this time in order to
make a howling success of svme land-
selling campaigns, can do the real co-
eperative movemertt immeasurable
harm.

As for my personal interest in this
situation, let it be accepted ag final that
Pm only “a knocker,” as Ameringer’s

paper dubbed me the last time Y dis-
cussed certain “business” features. Yes,
Pm glad to be known as a “knocker”
when such schemes are floated. The la-
bor and cooperativée movements need
plenty of “knockers” to put such
schemes out of whack. I’m delighted at
the epithet and hope to keep my hammer
swinging, Would-be victims who listen
to my “knocking” may yet thank me
for keeping them out of the outfit when
the facts are finally established that
the great and growing cooperative move-
ment was used as a cover-all for a cheap
land-selling scheme.
P I

A reader objects to my using the
word “pansy” when writing about Hit-
ler, insisting that Der Furore’s harsh
voice and demeanor would tend to null-
ify the idea that he is a passive type
of pervert (the feminine, pansy type).
If he is perverted, writes my correspon-
dent, it is more likely that he is an ac-
tive type (like Captain Roehm and
many other Nazis). ’

The same writer says there is also
evidence—*“not too conclusive to be
sure”—that Hitler has had relations
with women. ' This brings to mind the
allegations made in a Paris newspaper,
which drew a protest from the Nazi
government mnot long ago. The facts
were taken by thig Parisg journmal from
Konrad Heiden’s biography of Det
Furore, which is available in an Eng-
lish translation. Heiden gives a num-
ber of interesting facts to prove that
Hitler has had some experiences with
women, and Heiden is the kind of writer
who isn’t given to scandal-mongering.

This, of course, is a difficult question
to settle. It may be that Hitler has
done a little experimenting emotional-
ly. I have claimed in the past that Hit-
ler hasn’t been known to have sexusal
affairs with women, because his nature
is so constituted that he isn’t interest-
ed in the opposite sex. Such a patho-
logical case might conceivably “try”
out a woman now and then just to see
what it’s like—only to learn that his
inner nature will not be denied. These
instances are supposed to have happen-
ed many years ago, before he became
really prominent.

During the past five or six years
(when he could take his pick of beauti-
ful women) he has been strictly chaste,
so far as daughters of Eve are concern-
ed, and it may be that because of his
conspicuousness he has even avoided
relationships with sons of Adam. The
whole issue of Hitler’s emotional na-
ture is a moot question. There are
many authorities who insist that Hitler
is a thorough-going lomosexual, and
there are a few who ingist there is
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little or no evidence to support the al-
legation,

John Gunther, in his book, “Inside
Europe,” insists there is no factual sup-
port for the charge of Hitlerian homo-
sexuality. Others—and they are quite
numerous—argue that homosexuality is
a vice of hidden places. Very few of
the men whe practice this perversion
are as frank as the late Captain Roehm
(who made mno bones about  admitting
his love for young men). One certain-
Iy can’t produce letters by Hitler in
which he confesses his love for Roehm
and others, nor can one place before our
.8keptics photographs and other forms
of evidence. But let’s consider this
overwhelming fact: During his entire
career, Hitler has attracted to his ‘side
every kind of pervert, The Nazi party
is filled with such individuals. Homo-
sexuals are quick to detect one of their
own kind—frequently only a word or a
move of the eyelid is enough. They
have, literally by the thousands, swarm-
ed to Hitler’s banners. It’s insisted that
such a mass congregation of homosex-
uals must be taken into consideration
when one considers the strange phe-
nomenon of Hitler's complex, queer,
mysterious nature.

L S
How’d you like the Dionne quintuplets
in “The Country Doctor”?

That was an excellent picture.
Jean Hersholt, as the doctor, was
splendid. Slim Summerville, as the
village constable, was at his comieal
best. These two, at Lhe time the five
babies were popping into the world,
were funny. The author got every
possible bit of humor out of the birth
scene. The five little stars, as always,
were delightful. Some of my friends
insist they are fed up with these five
youngsters  (thcy’re quite young
ladies now) but I can’t see enough of
them. I always stare at new pictures
of them and read every news item.
To me, they’re wonderful, lovable,
amusing, charming rascals, I'm sure
’ll always be interested in those
babies. Right now, I'm hoping for
the day, some three or four years
hence, when they will all go troop-
ing to school at the same time. And
later, I want to see pictures of them
going out with their boy friends.
And then, of course, when they
marry, which I hope will he a mass
wedding.

W

. Please comment on Mencken’s enthus.

iastic support of Landon’s candidacy.
Henry L. Mencken built a good
part of his reputation on his cam-

paign against Rotarianism, the Bi-
ble Belt, Methodism, Kansas dry
fanaticism, the Middle West's arid
intellectualism, and the other buf-
fooneries of the dumb booboisie. (You
see, I revert unconsciously to Men-
cken’s lingo.)

And now, behold, the great Men-
cken travels all the way to Topeka
(the heart of the chinch bug -and
Kiwanian sector), issues heart-mov-
ing statements and sends home to his
Baltimore Sun artieles which tell his
aristoeratic followers he has found
his messiah at last—Alf M, Landon.

Landon is the paragon of “common
sense.” He is the “Kansas Coolidge,”
and Coolidge, American Mercury
readers no doubt recall, was one of
Mencken’s pet aversions, Alf is a
Rotarian and a popular speaker at
Kiwanis luncheons, . He goes to Meth-
odist services, though the evidence
seome to indieatc that piety and Lan-
don never got along well together.
Landon writes letters telling the good
Christians of the Bible Belt that “ree-
lee-jion” (the pronunciation is real-
ly Coolidge’s) is necessary to social
morality, Landon isn’t a fanatic on
the liquor question (he’s quite toler-
ant about good burghers who like to
gulp an occasional Budweiser) but
he’s durn striet on hard liquor and
helped keep Kansas away from its
legalization. (A few years ago that
alone would have damned Landon to
Mencken’s Hell, along with Harding,
Coolidge (the man who was weaned
on a pickle) and Bishop Cannon.)

Roosevelt—the Nietzschean aristo-
crat, the superman, the reincarnation
of Zarathustra and the embodiment
of the possessors of superior germ
plasm—-is given the boot by the great
Mencken. Why? Maybe there’s some-
thing to the fact that Mencken is one
of the ownerg of the immensely val-
vuable Baltimore Sun, and is deeply"
hurt by Roosevelt’s crass ignorance in
saying that labor laws intended .for
employers are also meant to be obey-
ed by newspaper publishers, ‘I'hat,
incidentally, means that child labor
is to be abolished—and newspapers,
need I add, are Ameriea’s greatest
exploiters of child labor. Besides,
Roosevelt has rejected Mencken’s
philosophy, which hag it that anyone
who lacks a bank balance must be
biologically inferior and therefore
shouldnt be coddled with relief
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(which helps unbalance the budget)
but should, instead, be shipped off to
some boneyard lo die quielly and be
dumped into a pit along with mil-
“lions -of other misfits. Roosevelt has
disappointed Mencken. He has shown
himself to be a traitor to the Nietz-
schean system, as interpreted by the
sage of Baltimore. He must be de-
stroyed. The government must be
above such policies of relief for mil-
lions of worthless beggars who mever
should have been permitted to get
born,

- Roosevelt—the aristocrat—has sold

out to the Devil of Communism, the

Brain Trust and soil conservation-
ists. The new Messiah is at hand.
All hajl! Landon will save us from
Socialism! Hurrah for the Superman
of Topeka, the blond Nietzsche of
Kansas, the aristocrat of the grass-
hopper-and-corn belt, the Schopen-
haner of Methodism and the Stendhal
of Rotarianism. (Yes, it all sounds
goofy, but that’s what Mencken’s con-
version really amounts to.)
w o F %
Editor, American Freeman:

A few issues ago you had discussions
on mental telepathy. Let me relate my
experience not only as a witness but as
an actnal participant. A woman stood
blindfolded on a platform surrounded
by a crowd of people. Her associate
went through the crowd touching vari-
ous objects, such as coins, bills, etc.,
"while the woman yelled out the names
of the objects. In many cases she call-
ed out the dates on the coins or serial
numbe's on the bills. This might all
have been doubted by me, but—

The man approached me and asked
my name. I whispered it to him so in-
audibly that it couldn’t be heard three
feet away. The woman on the platform
called out the name, although she was
40 feet away and surrounded by the
noisy crowd. The man asked me the
date of my birth and the woman spoke
this correctly also. Was this all faked
or was it mental telepathy between that
man and woman? Even if an imitation,
it was clever, and I wish I could do it.
Ramsey, N.J. Milton M. Berger.

Of course, it was clever. There’s
no denying that But there was noth-
ing supernormal in your experience.
There are dozens of ways in which
these pairs of tricksters work to-
gether., It’s a business with them—
they make their bread and butter
that way—so they must think wup
various stunts to mystify the public

and thereby earn their pay. The late
Harry Houdini showed that he could
do any of their stunts by trickery.
But Houdini was an honest man. He
didn’t confuse the publie with “sci-
entific” hanky-panky

Recently I was in a public place,
where a man and woman were doing
the act described in the letter above,
except that the man was blindfolded
and did the telling, while the woman
went around the hall. The man, true
to form, called off dozens of objects,
including dates on coins. When she
came to my seat she touched my tie
and the man mentioned the fact,
which caused me to laugh impishly
out of the side of my eynical mouth.

The woman noticed this and said:
“You seem to think it’s a trick.”

“I certainly do,” 1 responded, with
Barrymore gestures. “Here’s a test
that'll mean something. I have a
$20.bill in my pocket, and you and
your partner up there can have that
bill if you’ll get him to call off the
serial number.” She then asked me
to show her the money, which I re-
fused. She then asked me to let the
usher hold the money, and again 1
refused. Muttering something about-
the hazard of counterfeit money, the
lady then quietly moved on to more
important matters. I still have the
$20—no, that's nol quite accurate.
The money’s spent, but I did the
spending, not that pair of mounte-

banks,

LI
Please comment on the second plank in
the Coughlin-Lemke platform, dealing
with the money problem.

The section you refer to reads as
follows:

“Congress and Congress alone
shal] coin, issue and regulate all
the money and credit in the United
States throngh a central bank of
issue.”

The charlatanry of Father Cough-
lin and his tool is plain as day in this
muddle-headed proposal. It is Cough-
lin’s Fascist trick to grab “radical”
issues and pour “radical” phrases
around them. This trick comes into
effective use when he tackles money
and credit, two economic issues about
which he knows nothing or wants to
confuse the uninformed publie,

The idea of a central bank is per-
fectly all right. Socialists and lib-
erals in Europe have always sup-
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ported the idea of a central bank,
but being thoroughly scientific in
their approach they demand that the
entire banking system be national-
ized. If you have the thousands of
banks in this country—large and
small—remain in private hands, how
is it possible for a central bank to
control money and credit?

If Coughlin were really sincere in
his “fight” on the money-changers in
the temple, he would stand firmly
for nationalized banking that was
controlled by a central bank., But,
as his motive is merely to muddy
up the waters, he ignores the heart
of the question (nationalization) and
calls for a central bank that would
be unable to control the country’s
money and credit so long as the pri-
vate banks continued to holq that
money and dictated who shall or
ghall not receive credit.

If a central bank alone ecould
solve this problem of money and
credit, a little tinkering with the Fed-
eral Reserve System would fill the
bill. But, and here’s the ringer,
Coughlin has declared himself in fa-
vor of the liquidation of the federal
reserve banks. That, it seems clear,
shows that Coughlin, while talking
about the money-changers, is really
doing their dirty work, by calling for
a central bank that won’t be able lo
control money and credit in a system
of individual banks or chains of
banks, and at the same time seeks
the destruction of the Federal Re-
serve System that could easily be
set in motion as the central bank if
the banks were nationalized.

The plank also demands that Con-
gress shall coin the nation’s money.
Tt’s eommon knowledge that only TI.S.
mints are permitted to coin money,
so just what does this mean? Is he
calling for a law against counter-
feiting?

Coughlin’s demand that Congress
issue all money is another empty
piece of verbiage, for the federal gov-
ernment certainly, has complete con-
trol over the issuance of money today.
It’s true that national banks which
have government bonds or other ap-
proved securities can turn them into
the Treasury Department and have
money printed against them, but just
what’s wrong about using certificates
that represent wealth as the basis

for the issuance of paper money?
To listen to Coughlin and Lemke one
would imagine that any nalional
bank could, at its own sweet will,
order the government to print all
the money it wanted. His trick of
ignoring the fact that such money
can’t be issued out of thin air, but
only on approved bonds and the like,
shows the utter cmptiness of the
Coughlin policies.

It stands to.reason that if any na-
tional bank could print money as it
saw fit, there would have been infla-
tion of the worst kind generations
ago. When we realize that only about
$6,000,000,000 of money is in cireu-
lation throughout the country we see
that something has been holding
back the private bankers from going
on. a money-issuing spree—and that
was the power of Congress to de-
mand the conditions I've already de-
seribed.

The next word that Coughlin uses,
“regulate,” has already been covered
in this piece. To repeat, Congress
can’t “regulate” money and credit
so long as we have a private bank-
ing system, regardless of the fact
that we might establish the central
bank that Coughlin so insincerely
calls for. To regulate credit, one
must have control of money. How
could a central bank regulale credit
throughout the nation if the nation’s
money remained in banks that were
owned by financiers? The contradic-
tion should be apparent to a school-

boy.
M L
A few words of comment by you on

Walter Duranty should be of value to
your readers.

About 15 years ago, Walter Lipp-
mann_ did a neat job of exposing
The .New York Times’ news about
Russia by printing in The New Re-
public a cold, bald digest of what
the Times had printedq about the
U.S.S.R. Of course, I'm relying on
my memory, but it seems that Lenin
n.xurdered Trotsky al least eight
times, whi_le Trotsky assassinated the
great Lenin a half-dozen times. Dur-
ing something like two vears the
I'imes printed at least a dozen news
stories which said the Bolshevik re-
2ime had fallen or would surely col--
lanpse within another 30 or 60 days.
Most of this news came from Riga,
near the Russian border but in an
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unfriendly neighboring country. I
don’l doubt that it was Lippmann’s
perfect hit that gave the cditor of
the newspaper under fire thz perfeet-
ly  revolutionary idea that it
might be good to ditch those fakirs
in Riga and get Russian news from
Russia itself. Walter Duranty got
the job to tell the story of what was
hapening is the land of the Soviets.

Duranty took his job seriously. The
results,” during the past 15 years,
have been almost miraculous.
great capitalistic newspaper, through
the journalistic ability and honesty
of this one correspondent, undid its
shameful, really childish, treatment
of the early years of the Russian rev-
olution and established itself as the
best medium for the truth about
what was taking place in thal vast do-
main, where more than 150,000,000
people went through the glgantlc job
of building a new civilization while
suffering years of famine, blockade,
civil war, intervention, sabotage and
treachery.

I suppose I’ve iread every word
Duranty has written about Russia,
for I haven’t been without my New
York Times since before the World
War. I soon realized that Duranty
could be relied on to at least try to
get the facts straight, He never
made the fatal mistake of undevesti-
mating the Bolsheviks, as did so
many others. He approached them
objectively. Now and then Duranty
fell info the traps of mysticism,
moonshiny sentimentalism and inept
generalizations, but such sinful esea-
pades are rarely indulged in now.
The materialistic, atheistic, fact-lov-
ing, worldly, reahstlc practical Rus-
sians have influenced him, to his
own good.

T haven’t read Duranty’s recent
autobiography, I Write as I Please,
and perhaps won’t, because I believe
I know as much as I care to know
about the man’s life. I have followed
his work for a decade and a half—
and thual’s Lhe best autobiography I
could ask for.

Duranty is an honest correspon-
dent, who works hard to get the
truth., He has intellectual integrity.
He doesn’t care what the editor
thinks about his work. If he doesn’t
like it he ean fire him—but thus far
the Times has preferred to keep this
brilliant reporter on the job, and give

him the widest latitude. It’s been
good business for the Times to do
this, And, besides, it has enabled the
Times to live down that period soO
mercilessly exposed by Walter Lipp-
mann, who, by the way, is now him-
self in need of just the kind of an
overhauling that he gave to the
Times. He has become the country’s
most distinguished time-serving hack.

Is the U.S. one of Canada’s competitors

A |in the wheat market?

No. The U.S., instead of being =
competitor, is Canada’s second best
wheat customer. According to official
reports, we buy wheat from Canada
at the rate of $4 000, 000 per month.

Are any beneﬁts to be had from fat-
reducing preparations?

All are bad and should be avoided
like poison, A reporter visited the
Los Angeles General (County) Hos-
pital one day in July, 1936, and
found eight men and women receiv-
ing medical aid for serious conditions
caused by these patent medicines.
Public health officials should join in
an educational campaign, supported
by strict laws making it a serious
offenge to offer smeh dangerous con-
coctions for sale.

% %

Do you believe that an alien hag a right
to criticize the country he is living in
but of which he isn’t a citizen?

Yes, provided he voices his ecriti-
cisms in non-violent language and
doesn’t suggest the breaking of any
of our laws. A good example of how
an alien shouldn’t act is the econduct
of Father Coughlin in calling our
President a “liar and betrayer” be-
cause our chief execufive refused to
accept the padre’s Fascist doctrines.
Coughlin—Ilet’s not forget iz an
alien. He was born in Canada and
was never naturalized. If he were a
Communist, and indulged in his prop-
aganda, he would have been shipped '
out of the country long ago.

The readers who ask me why
Coughlin named Lemke for President,
when he could have run for the office
himself, should remember that the
priest doesn’t want to do anything
of an overt nature to bring his non-
citizenship to an actual test. Once
he tried to get his name on the ballot
(or presidential electors committed to
him) he would have to do a whole
lot of explaining, and all the pussy-
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footing in the world couldn’t explain
away the fact that America’s No, 1
Fascist is an alien.

We should remember that Hitler
also was an alien when he began his
propaganda to destroy the German
republic. But when Hitler’s- move-
ment became strong enough to assert
itself, he had a law passed legalizing
his status. Coughlin could do the
same thing if his Fascist drive were
to meet with success. We would then
find the Catholic hierarchy - (with
headquarters in the Vatiean) ruling
the U.S., through a priest who was
born in a foreign country and never
became an American citizen until he
was able to put aside our naturaliza-
tion laws and declare himself a citi-
zen by decree, which would be a
typical act of dici;xfxtm;ghip.

Do you think\JOeph MecCabe would con-
sider taking time off from his serious
works to write a detective story?

It’s true that MeCabe has read
many detective yarns—he’s quite a
fan—but why conclude from this that
he could write one? I have a great
passion for playing symphonies on
my Vietrola, but why assume I could
dash off a symphony or two? Me-
Cabe is a philosopher, scientist, lo-
gician, historian and popularizer of
knowledge—these jobs he does well—
s0 why load him with such a doubt-
ful assignment, especially when I, hls
editor, know nothing about detective
stories, having always loathed such a
orm of literary entertainment, There’s
no telling what the result might be.
I shudder at the thought of it
I'm remindeq of & story told about
Bernard Shaw. He was approached
—was it by Isadora Duncan?—with
the request that he have a sex affair
with her. Said the dancer: “The
reason I want you as my mate is to
produce a child with my body and
your brains.” To which Shaw re-
plied: “Did you ever stop to think
that the child might have my body
and your braizs?”

B %
T've just heard the Rev. John Brown,
of Arkansas, say “the church, like God,
is ever the same; it never changes.”
Please comment.

The Rev. Brown—who is one of the
most orthodox of Fundamentalists—
has never changed, I'm sure, and
most likely never will, for he is a
thoroughly fossilized specimen of

hide-bound Theocracy. But if the
Rev. Brown would give a little study
to the history of the Church—Catho-
lic and Protestant—he’d find that the
Church does change. It usually takes
the Church about 75 or 100 years to
catch up with a new faet, so to the
superficial observer it seems as
though the organization is completely
static, but here appearances are de-
ceptive. The Church has changed
many, many times.

Let’s take, for example, the delicate
question of birth control. When that
brave pioneer—Charles Bradlaugh,
the great British Freethinker—advo-
cated the dissemination of birth con-
trol information, during the second
half of the last century, he was jail- .
ed and persecuted for his daring
heterndoxy. The Church—from top
Fundamentalism and orthodoxy to.
the more liberal sects—econdemned
Bradlaugh to Hell and perdition and
stood solidly against birth control,
an antagonistic position which was
quite in harmony with the Church’s
illiberal traditions. But the world
moves, albeit slowly—and even the
Church moves with the world, albeit
75 years late. Today, we find that
many dignified, respectable, powerful
Protestant Churches are endorsing
birth control. Even the august House
of Bishops of the Episcopal Church
passed a resolution several years ago
approving birth control. And, as for
the Catholic Church, it _still stands
against chemical and mechanical de-
vices in the field of birth control, but
it has quietly compromised its posi-
tion by giving its imprimatur to the
rhythm method of birth control, a -
new development in contraception
that still has many dubious aspects.
Of conrse, the Rev. Brown, I’'m posi-
tive, is still opposed t¢ birth control
in any form, so he may say that he,
like Gawd, never changes, but even
here he is wrong. Perhaps a cen-
tury hence a Bible-thumping grand-
son of the Rev. Brown will, in a
quavering voice, say that the Church
never changes, that it believed in
birth control right along, its only ob-
jection having been that the wrong
people were trying to get the birth
control information. .

I could, of course, multiply illus-
trations. We see many signs today
of the ferment of change in the
Church. There is a voecal, but small,
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minority which seeks a genuinely paci-
fist position should war break out
again. If this minority grows strong
—let’s say after another 75 or 100
years~~we’ll see the Church change
its - position from mere idealistic
mouthings about peace in times of
calm to a stand against militarism
in times of ' war—and that, my
friends, will be a complete change
for the Church, the record showing
that the Church has always blessed
the banners of the marching legions,
as was shown in Italy only a few
months ago., .

The Church’s traditional stand has
been to insist on individual salvation
as a remedy for the world’s numerous
evils, social and otherwise. But we
see the beginnings of a change—still
rcpresented by . a minority, of course
~which insists that the problems
facing the world are social, economic,
industrial and political and must be
approached from such directions in-
stead of from the old, discredited path
of individual salvation.

In the past, Churches have changed
on some subjects and remained stub-
bornly uncompromising on others.
The Church changed its attitude to-
wards science, after hundreds of
years of a loging battle with the
forces of enlightenment. The Church
changed its attitude towards secientific
medicine when it learned, almost too
late, that the problems of health can
best be handled by science -instead
of mumbo-jumbo prayers and super-
stitious . incantations. The Church
stood -for many centuries as one of
the. foundation stones of slavery, but
the  Church changed on the position
of slavery. - S

Yes, the Church changes, but slow-
ly, like a melting iecbherg. The trans-
formationis are 'so gradual that they
seem to be as’set ag the Rev. Brown’s
brain, but even the Church can’t be
charged with being quite as adamant
as this Arkansas pulpit-pounder and
gky-pilot. In the past, one favorite

way of changing the Church was by or-

ganizing new Churches. Step by step
more liberal and rationalistic Churches
were founded, side by side with the

7

traditionalistic institutions—until to-.

day we come to the Unitarians, who

are so liberal that many of their|

preachers attract and hold Agnostics
and even Atheists among their con-
gregations. Of course, here our

friend, the Rev. John Brown, would
retort that the Unitarian Church
isn’t really a Churech, becausec it isn’t
exactly like the outfit he runs.

. Yes, the Chureh, like other human
institutions, makes  its compromises
with history. ‘
4 L

An editorial writer in. a tory news-
paper, speaking. of Sinclair Lewis’ “It
Can’t Happen Here,”  says that Lewis
obviously had Franklin D. Roosevelt in
mind when he described the dictator,
Berzelius Windrip. Please comment.

You should tell me the name of
the newspaper (and the precise date)
when you request such comment,
don’t like to take stabs in the dark.
If possible, attach the original clip-
ping to your question, so .I ean quote
with absolute accuracy.

. It’s hard to believe that the editor-
ial writer of even the world’s most
tory newspaper could give utterance
to such a stupid piece of clap-trap.

‘A schoolboy: should know that the

charactér is a composite of Huéy
Long, Father Coughlin, the Rev.
Gerald L. K., Smith, Dr, Townsend,
Governor Tallmadge and. the other
rabble-rousers and would-be dictators
who are trying to capture the
government, in:the same way the
Hitler-Goering-Goebbels gangsters
and blackmailers stole the German
government. : cLT o
. Sinclair Lewis accepts the belief
that Roosevelt is .a strong belieyer
in our democratlic institutions and
has no policies that aim in the diree-
tion of Fascism, : ‘
EL 508

. *
I was told recently, that the Communist
candidates for President and Vice
President couldn’t serve, if elected, be-
cause of the fact they are from the
same State. Is this true?

I have received several -inquiries
regarding this matter since the ap-
pearance of a syndicated cartoon,
entitled “Stranger . than. Fiction,”
which used pictures of Earl Browder

fond James Ford, Communist candi-

dates for President and Vice Presi-
dent. Under the portraits appears

the following comment:

“If the current Communist candi-
dates for ‘Presiderit and Vice Presi-
dent of the United States should be
elected both could not serve ... for
under the law the offices must be
filled by citizens from different
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States. . . . Earl Browder and James
Ford are both from New York”

This question was put beforc South
Trimble, Clerk, House of Representa-
tives, who answered -as follows:

In response to your letter of July

7, requesting information concern-

ing qualifications required of Presi-

dential -and Vice-Presidential can-

didates, T beg to quote from Article

" 11, Section I, of the Constitution of
* the United States as follows: -

“No Person except a natunral born

Citizen, or a Citizen of the United

States, at the time of the Adoption

of this Constitution, shall be eligi-

ble to the Office of President;
neither shall any person be eligible
to that Office who shall not have at-
tained to the Age of thirty five

Yeéars, and been fourteen Years a

Resident within the United States.”

Nothing is said concerning candi-
dates being residents of different

States,

W e
“Your brief reply ‘10 .percent: effi-
cient’ as to boughten vs. natural teeth
may be a bit discouraging.to some who
shon!d for their health’s sake make the
change, Perhaps a word of explanation
to the effect that the comparison was
with a full set of 32 perfect ivories
would not have been out of order. Very
few have such an equipment and es-
pecially not when they are about to
fall back on artificial dentition, at which
time the boughten ones may be equal or
in fact even superior to such natural
teeth as they have left.”—C. A. L.
L

If Burope goes to war again—which
seems . probable—do you think it will
be able to get any money out of Uncle
Sam? . .

The Johnson Act forhids any loans
to a foreign government which - has
failed to pay its debts to this -coun-
try. - This act, if continued in force,
might lead some of Lhe uropean
powers to attempt some kind of a
settlement of the war debts, in order
to be able to come back for more
money, which, in turn, could be re-

pudiated at a conveient moment. I’

don’t pretend to be able to speak
for lhe future, but it seems unlikely
that the American people will allow
our government to open its treas-
ury to foreign militarists.

The European governments still
have an ace to play. Europeans have
about $6,000,000,000 of stocks, bonds
and other holdings in American cor-
porations, utilities, railroads, land,
buildings, an? Federal and State se-

curities. This immense investment
could be commandeered by the foreign
governments, which would compel the
holders to liquidate their equities in
the open markets., The American dol-
lars that such sales realized could be
used by the foreign governments to
purchase needed raw materials. ~The
investors could be ¢ompelled to accept
lire, marks or other kinds of dubious
money for American dollars that
would be good for cotton, copper,
ls%{rap, iren, ‘steel, chemicals, and the
ike. o

% L N ;
Is the use of cotton in-road-building a
success? -

The Bureau of Agricultyral Eco-
nomics, in July, 1936, said the use
of cotton fabrics in road-building is
still an experiment. The work ig
ing studied in 24 States, the aim
being to develop new uses for cot-
ton. Over 500 miles of bituminous-
surfaced roads are being reinforced
with ‘ cotton. The Department will
study these roads under every 'con-
ceivable test condition. From five to
eight bales of -cotton are used per
mile, o e

LI T I
Which is our fastest growing buwsincee?

According to the Federal Census,
the.beauty parlor business is' growing
fastest. )

LN R
Do banks in the Soviet Union pay in-
terest - on deposits (money) just a8

U.S. banks do?

Yes. o . ]

‘ LR R e
1 was imnre%sed by your article en the
anti-Semitic policy of the Kansas State
Hospita] fer the Lsane, of which Gov-
ernor Alf M. Landon is chairman ef the
board. . I am a studemt at the Kapsas
State Teachers College, and as such re-
ceived a- copy of a quarterly (April,
1936, issue) published by the institu-
tion. I refer you to the article begin-
ning on Page 8, and invite your com-
ment, L ) ’

Thanks for - letting me see this
amazing publication, the reading of
which hag led me to write a lottér
to "Governor Landon, which I. quote

in full below. This college—one “of
| the largest in-the  State—is headed

by President, W, A. Brandenburg, who

has been discussed before in these

columns. This man, as I told my
readers during 1935, permitted the
use of the college’s assembly hall and
other facilities to spread the most
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despicable lies about the Soviet Un-
ion and the Russian people. Now he
permits one of the college’s official
publications to hbel the Jews.
The letter:
July 23, 1936

Governor ‘Alfred M. Landon,
Topeka, Kansas.
Dear Governor Landon:

I am enclosing a copy of a quarterly

magazine published by the Kansas
State Teachers College, Pittshurg,
Kansas, cntitled “The Techne,” and

which contains an article, “The Semite
as the National Socialist Sees Him.” If
you will read this article, you will be
impressed with the fact that the publi-
cation is offering its readers (most of
whom are not familiar with the various
phases of the controversy) perhaps 100
libels om the Jews, without so much as
a hint that these cruel falsehoods
against a racial minority have been
demonstrated as being merely the ma-
licious outpourings of anti-Semites.
For example, we are even told, by this
Kansas State publication, that the Jew
is biologically inferior to the so-called
Aryan, when the great authorities in the
field of anthropology, headed by Pro-
fessor Franz Boas, have demonstrated
factually that the notion is without
scientific validity. This Kansas State
magazine ignores this constructive side.
In addition, the same publication, in
more than a half-dozen places, quotes

from the so-called Protocols of the:

Elders of Zion, in an effort to prove that
the Jews are in a comspiracy to ruin
or rule the world. Not a word is said
about the fact that these Protocols

-have been proven to be crude forgeries.

If you will read this article you will
be told that Jews are liars, thieves,

- swindlers, cheats, rapists, conaspirators

against the social order, mainstays of
international finance and Capitalism,
lacking in idealism, materialistic, anti-
nationalistic, Communistic, inartistie,
anti-social, money-grubbing, hypocriti-
cal, diabolical, given to rascality, and,
therefore, worthy of persecution and
oppression. The only charge that is

-omittéd from this Kansas State publi-
- cation - (which, by the way, bears on its

masthead the name of President W. A.
Brandenburg) is the ancient charge of
ritual marder. It is' a curious fact—one,
1 believe, which brands this Kansas
State publication as indulging in anti-
Semitic propaganda along Hitleristic
lines—that not a single line is given
to the vast literature which has  ex-
posed the utter falsity of the anti-
Semite’s case. The article I'm refer-
ring to could appear in a German anti-
Jewish, Nazi publication without so
much as the change of a single word,

which leads me to claim that a Kansas
State institution is being used teo ma-
lign and libel an innocent, helpless
people.,

You, as  Governor of our State, are
not ~ immediately responsible, . even
though you stand as the official  head
of our educational institutions of high-
er learning, because it’s obvious .that
you could never be expected to super-
vise everything that’s issued by the
presses of our State colleges. But,
needless to say, you have an ultimate
responsibility which can’t ‘be evaded.
If you, as the Governor of our State,

learn that one of our great and power-

ful educational institutions is being
used for Nazi propaganda, it’s your ob-
vious duty to conduct a careful investi-
gation, If you find that the facilities of
the State’s plants have been misused,
you are compelled to undo the damage
done to a minority group that’s unable
to protect itself, unless, of course, you
are in quiet sympathy with such anti-
Semitism.

I am a strong believer in academic
freedom, but this doesn’t include the
“right” to lie about a race and perhaps
increase the volume of hatred and abuse
directed against them. These lies
against the Jews could have appeared
in “The Techne,” had they been ac-
companied by the truth. The verifiable
facts being omitted from this Kansas
State publication, the article ceases to
be an academic inquiry and becomes
hateful propaganda. The fact that the
author gives a short sentence to stating
he has no opinion one way or the other
is no valid defense, for the inference is
still there that the awful charges level-
led against the Jews are uncontradicted
and therefore most likely must be. es-
tablished truth,

You, in your official capacxty, should
make an immediate investigation. If
the Kansas State publication is deliber.
ately anti-Semitic, then the perpetrators
of this libel should be disciplined se-
verely and the injustice corrected by an
article which gives the full truth regard-
ing these unfounded attacks on the Jews.
To ignore this situation would imply
that you approve of the use of the
State’s property and good name to villi-
fy a racial group that has never failea
to serve the State and Nation construc-
tively and usefully.

I'm sure that if this Kansas State
magazine had printed an article that
gave only false and negative views of
the Catholics, you would soon look into
the matter, especially if a State publi-
cation told its student-readers that the
Catholic Church, through its Knights of
Columbus, has an c¢ath which binds its
members to violent designs on Ameri-
can . liberties, without informing the
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readers that this Knights of Columbus
oath has heen exposed as a hoax and a
forgery. The comparison is reasonable,
because it happens that the article m
referring fo gave space to numerous
references to the Protocols of the Elders
of Zion (which alleges that the Jews
admit they are in a conspiracy to dom-
inate the world), without passing on
the necesaary faet that the “document”
is as crude a forgery as the so.called
Knights of Columbus oath. Are we to
assume that the Catholics can demand
fair and just treatment at the Pitts-
burg * State Teachers College because
they are a sizable group, while the Jews
must take it on the chin because they
are such a hopelessly small ‘minority?
Wil you be good enough to reply to
this protest as soon as possible, as I
desire to push this matter to its logical
conbluswn
Sincerely,
E. HALDEMAN.JULIUS

The foregoing letter brought the
following reply from Governor Lan-

don:

: August 3, 1936
Dear Mr. Haldeman-Julius:

I thank you for your letter of July
23rd, calling my attention to an article
published in the March-April number
of “The Techne” of the Pittsburg State
Teachers College.

"My own reading of the article by R.
Tyson Wyckoff leads me to believe your
stand is well taken. 1 am writing Presi-
dent W. A. Brandenburg today, asking
him to investigate the circumstances
which prompted the publication of the
article. Under the State’s policy of ab-
solute academic freedom 1 can do noth-
ing officially save to urge that this
policy be maintained in all instances
and to urge the importance of tolerance.

Yours very truly,

ALF M. LANDON
Governor.

Governor Landon éenclosed a car-
boni copy of his letter to President
Brandenburg, which follows:

August 3, 1936
Mr., W. A. Brandenburg, President, -
Kansas State Teachers College
Pittsburg, Kansas.
Dear Dr. Brandenburg:

An article published in the March-
April number of “The Techne,” written
by K. Tyson Wyckoff, entitled “The
Semite .as the National Socialist Sees
Him,” has been called to my attentl_on.

I have been advised that this article
presents almost entirely quotations and
citations derogatory to the Semitic race.
Many of these citations have been
known to be definitely unfounded.

I understand that articles published
in “The Techne” are principally of a
scientific nature or of a technical ma-
ture for the teaching profession. I can
see very little of professional or techni-
cal value in this article. Furthermore,
its presentation indicates lack of the
proper tolerance. and wunderstanding
which I sincerely believe should pre-
dominate in our educational institu-
tions,

I am asking you to investigate the
circumstances which promipted the pub-
lication of this  article. Kansans are
proud of our policy of many. .years
standing ' assuring academic - freedom.
Such a policy recognizes the importance
of religious and racial tolerance which
applies in this instance. . -

I trust I may hear from you regard-
ing this 1mportant question. -

Yours very truly,
ALF M. LANDON
Governor.

IThe question now arises in the
mind of the editor of The Freeman:
What will come of the anove m—

quiry?]

Please give the ages of the members of
the Supreme Court.

Charles Evans Hughes, 74: willis
VanDevanter, 77; James: C, McR- eyn-
olds, T4; Lou1s D. Brandeis, 79;
George Sutherland 4. Pierce But
ler, 70; Harlan P. Stone, 64; Owen
J. Roberts, 61; Benjamin N. CardoZo,
66. Average age, 71. The Review of
Reviews, September, 1986, says our
insurance companies - eclaim, from
mortality tables, that three of the
nine men named above may be ex-
peeted to die during the next four
years. B

How much business does the Panama
Canal dv?

During 1935, $22,421, 000 was Te-
ceived- frgm transxts through ‘the
Canal, which was a drop of 8 per-
cent from the 1934 receipts. Vessels
going through the Canal numbered
5,062, a decline of 5.4 percent from
the previous 3::ar "

Recently, in conversation, I heard the
remark that the world’s ills—war, crime,
depression, etc.~are to. be blamed on the
Jews and the bicycle-riders. What does
it mean? .

You've heard part of the story
that’s going the rounds. As I heard
the yarn, a gentile, seated next to a
Jew in a bus, remarked: “If it
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hadn’t been for the Jews there
wouldn’t have been a world war, the
economic collapse and the crime
wave.”
“Yes,” agreed the patient listener,
“the Jews and the bicyele-riders.”
“But - why the bicycle-riders?”
asked the “Nordie.”
“But why the Jews?” asked the

Jew, .
B I

It would be interesting to compare the
wage scales of Fascist and Democratic
countirles. ' o e

The International Labor Head-
quarters, Geneva, Switzerland, in
July, 1936, released a summary of a
survey of wages paid in numerous
countries. The statisticians made full
allowances for different costs of liv-
ing, which means that the figures be-
low are an accurate index of real in-
come, : .
The computation shows clearly that
the democratic countries—the U.S.,
Canada, Denmark, Sweden, Great
Britain, Ireland and Netherlands—top
the list, with the U.S. in first place.
Incidentally, two. of these demoecratic
countries—Denmark and Sweden—
are ruled by Socialist administra-

tions. The figures:’
Country Wages
United States ................. 190

cCanada ... ... . ... .. ..., 155
Denmark ..................... 133,
Sweden .........cc.0iiiiniiind 109
Great Britain ................ 100
dreland ... iiieiiiid e, 93
Netherlandg ................... 82
Germany ...........o000ieiinen 73
Poland  ,........ . ciiineinnen 61
Austria ....... i 48
Jugoslavia .................... 45
Spain ....... .. i iiiiii i 40
Ttaly ....... i, 39

From the foregoing it will be seen
that Fascist countries like Germany,
Poland, Austria and Italy (Yugoslav-
ia is semi-Fascist) use the powers of
government to destroy labor’s right
to organize for the improvement of
conditions, with Italy at the bottom
of the list. Labor, in Fascist coun-
tries, has no rights, except to toil at
starvation pay. Spain, as I write this
piece, is still a Republic, but is, and
has been, in a state of chaos before
and since the ousting of the monarchy
in 1931. Spanish labor has been, for
centuries, under the iron heel of ab-
solutism and clericalism. The priests
and militarists have worked together

to grind the Spanish workers down
to a state of serfdom. If the Re-
public survives the present assaull
of the Catholic-Fascist insurrection
(I’'m writing this on August 1, 1936),
the road will be opened for Spanish
labor’s march to industrial, political
and social emancipation. If the
priests and Fascists destroy the Re-
public, Spain’s toilers will remain at
the bottom of the scale, along with
the industrial and agricultural slaves
of Italy, Poland, Austria, and Ger-
many., .

Any workingman who supports
Fascists :like Father Coughlin, the
Rev. Gerald L. K. Smith, and other
supporterg of tyranny and dictator-
ship, lends himself to a movement
which would crush American labor
and reduce it to the status of Mus- -
solini’s gan*gfger—fxfrrc:xrized ‘vassals.

How does the price of gold
with platinum? ’

Gold is worth $35 an ounce. Plat-
inum sold at $39 per ounce in July,
1936. For some time before July,
platinum’s price was the same as
gold’s. ‘Shortly after August 1, 1936,
platinum went to $43 per ounce, and
then took another hike to $563 on
August 20, During the World War
platinum soared to over $160 per
ounce. - Recent price increases in this
metal are the result of expanded de-
mand among the makers of war mu-

nitions.
L

“I agree entirely with your remarks
on “The Trail of the Lonesome Pine,”
although I had never seen any other
versicn of the pilcture nor read the
book, which made it entirely new to me.
Sylvia Sidney is a dear, but she has
been given some awfully inane work.
The color work is what attraclted me to
that film. It was exquisite. It is just
too bad something like “Henry VIII” or
“Mutiny on the Bounty” couldn’t have
been done in this perfected = techni-
color instead. Perhapg it’s a good thing
you walked out; had you sat it through,
you wouldn’t have needed an emetic at
the finish. They Kkilled Spanky Mc-
Farland by dynamiting a bridge on
which was parked a steam-ghovel (of
all places), and then the singing fool
had to whittle a coffin for him, after
which, everyone having kissed and
made up, they all gathered with Touch-
ing Simplicity and knelt and. prayed
and crossed themselves while a hybrid
sort of priest-parson intoned sonorous
platitudes as to the inserutible ways

compare
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of the Most High! Really with a lit-
tle exaggeration here, a slight shift of
emphagig there, ote., it could eacily have
ended as you suggested it should, in
grand high burlesque comedy.”—C. A.
Lang, Mo.

L IR

What do you think of Hollywood’s child
stars? .

I don’t care for child actors, but
I make an exception in Spanky Me-
Farland. That little comedian always
makes me feel good. I remember him
when he was just a baby—and now
he’s growing up into quite a lad.
Shirley Temple is always cute, of
course, but she’s doing the same thing
over and over again, so I'm quite
through, unless her bosses let the
child show off a little less so that
better stories can be worked out.
* The little charmer is wonderful box-
office, so we're to expect her to keep
right on doing the same things over
and over again. Freddic Bartholo-
mew- wasn’t at all bad in David
Copperfield, but I don’t get wild
over him, To be perfectly frank, I
can't stand that Oxford accent of his

and those perfect, prissy manners.
Jackie Cooper I 1likeq in The
Champ, except when he finde it

necessary to go on an emotional spree
and splatter the screen with tears
and sighs. Jane Withers is the best
actress of the lot, and several little
things she did proved to my satis-
faction that the child can emote or
splash around for a laugh, but still,
in all candor, I could get along with-
out child actors for the rest of my
life, if only Hollywood would insist
v Spanky's remaining before  the
camera. ‘And, while I think of it, I
like a tiny black boy who sings with
four or five colored youngsters. He's
the little shaver who’s always
scratching his head. I love to watch
that cute littl; k1<}x‘

What do you think
movie shows?

I'm forninst ’em. Usually, when I
want to see a certain picture 1 have
to sit through some terrible dose of
sheep-dip, which gets me out of the
mood hy the time the wanted film
begins unwinding. I liked the old
system better—a feature picture and
several shorts, preferably a news-
reel, a travel picture, a Mickey Mouse
or Silly Symphony, and a musical
short. If a short was bad (which

of . double-feature

was frequent, of course) you could
always go out for a drink of water
or shake the dew off a lily. .

The fans are overwhelmingly
Against double features, as was shown
'y a nation-wide poll conducted by
Warner Brothers Pictyres, - Inec.,
through the cooperation of news-
papers, radio announcers and or-
ganizations. Of 725,824 votes casty
almost four-fifths were against the
bargain program of two features for
the price of one. The vote: ‘
For double features, 157,073, or 22 per-
cent. . '
For single features, 568,751, or 78 per-~
cent. :

Here's a case where 1 prefer to
stand with the majority.

L I I

Noes night hasehall hring owt higger
crowds? - o

Night baseball brings out three
customers to day baseball’'s one, on
the average. The people who are able
to get away from their jobs for an
afternoon game prefer night games,-
because the bleachers are cooler and
the general atmosphere more comfor-
table. It’s also said that the night
games bring out a public that can’t
get away during.working hours.

I R R B

As a consistent reader of The Freeman,
I am taking the liberty of bringing
mattcrs rcgarding Thomas Painc te yowr
attention, and hope that I may see an
item in The Freeman relative to the
references which 1 shall gmnote.
"My  correspondent, Gerald :P.
Dwyer, Chicago, Ill.,, forwards sever-
al valuable quotations from W. E.
Woodward’s George Washington——
'the I'mage and the Man, published in
1926. The book he draws on presents
an accurate estimate of Washington’s
career and character, though he's
careful to avoid giving the impres-
sion that the great patriot was =
plaster saint. Washington, as Wood-
ward presents him, was a man filled
with the warm juices of life—salty,
pungent, human. Washington wasn’t
perfect, by any means, and our au-
thor’s presentation of his hero as a
real man of the world, instead of
the bloodless figure in a steel en-
graving, makes the Father: of our
Country all the more appealing. By °
taking off the halo, Woodward didn’t
make Washington smaller—if any-
thing, he became a greater man.

But my correspondent’s quotations.
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from this Woodward book aren’t con-
cerned with Washington. He copics
those which deal with Thomas Paine,
and somehow Mr. Dwyer has come
around to the conclusion that Wood-
ward was unfriendly, perhaps even
prejudiced, against the great propa-
gandist for libertarianism, republi-
canism, social insurance, freedom of
thought, separation of Church and
state, debunking the Christian myths,
and other warrior-like attacks on ty-
ranny, persecution and intolerance, I
have studied the quotations and don’t
think any admirer of this great fig-
ure, who was of the tradition of Vol-
taire, need lessen his regard for
Paine a single iota. Here’s one of the
" Woodward quotations which Mr.
Dwyer forwards:

“Like all great propagandists, he
(Paine) met prejudice with preju-
dice. . . . There was  nothing re-
mote about Paine’s ideas. While
the cooler Revolutionary -writers,
such as Dickenson, floated above
the heads of the crowd and teok a
bird’s eye view of things in general,
Paine stood on the earth and took
a bird’s eye view of nothing. His
(vivri:i,x;ms were born of grime and
ust.

I certainly af a great admirer of
Paine’s, and yet I agree substantial-
ly with every word of the foregoing.
To say that Paine met prejudice with
prejudice doesn’t mean that the bril-
liant pamphleteer resorted to dis-
tortions or falsehoods-—he was a care-
ful writer who weighed his words
and refused to resort to misrepresen-
tations or lies even when he wag at-
tacking his political and social ene-
mies with all his strength and cour-
age. This means that Paine was par-
tisan, in the sense that he was
against tyranny, social parasitism,
slavery and superstition, -without
compromise or concession. There are
many men and women today who are
fighting Hitlerism in the same spirit
that Paine fought his powerful ene-
mies, and they too are prejudiced and
partisan, but only in the sense of
prejudice against intolerance, perse-
cution and the corruption of culture
and ciyilization in general. Such par-
tisanship, or prejudice, is praise-
worthy.

The rest of the quotation is a high
compliment, and was meant as such.
The  “cooler Revolutionary writers”

were ineffective as propagandists (in
the best sense of that abused word)
because what they wrote went over
the heads of the common people.
Paine got under the skin of the aver-
age person—the men and women who
were to do the hard, sweaty tasks .of
ridding a country of its politieal
parasites. In other words, Paine re-
fused to get off the earth and soar
into the clouds for a bird’s eye view
of the scene he wanted to deseribe.
He preferred to keep his feet on the
ground, in the “grime and dust” A
person who intends to move the
masses should always strive to emu-
late Paine’s brilliantly effective meth-

‘ods—to be as earthy as the dust be-

low one’s feet.

We now. come to another phase of
Paine’s life—something much more
delicate and mysterious. Woodward
mentions Paine’s marriage, its mys-
teries, -and its brief duration, Wood-
ward turns to F. J. Gould, a Paine
biographer, and repeats a quotation
dealing with the faet that Paine’s
marriage had culminated in separa-
tion, after which “he never approach-
ed any woman on intimate terms and
the curtain has never been withdrawn
from the mystery of his temperament
or physique.”

Gould touched on a difficult sub-
ject, one on which we can only hazard
guesses. It may be that Paine ‘was
impotent.  That’s quite likely., He
certainly had no love affairs through-
out his long life. He had no use for
women, and at the same time he
wasn’t homosexual, by any means, for
there isn’t a single fact to indicate
any kind of an interest in subnor-
mal sexual relations. It may be that
Paine was asexual, completely indif-
ferent to any form of sexual experi-
ence. There are such people~—not
many—-and sometimes one meets them
in intellectual,  cultivated circles.
Woodward goes into this phase of
the question with these words:

“We may -picture him as a highly
sensitized youth, devoid of physical
charm, solitary, and far superior in
intellect to people around him.
Bouad to a manuai trade which he
despised (stay-maker), he lived in
poverty and spent his time reading
books. - Destitution, aggressiveness,
intellect, sexual impotence, loneli.
ness and sensitiveness went into the
life of this rebel”

In the main, Woodward’s infer-
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ences are valid and shrewdly con-
ceived, though some of them—partic-
ularly the one dealing with sexual
impotence—can’t be established* be-
yond dispute. He may have hit on
the key to his emotional character,
~and again he may have missed it a

milee. I'm too poor a studént of
psycho analysis to work out this
problem.

Mr. Dwyer discusses this mystery,
ag follows:

“Perhaps in reading Paine’s
works, this auther (Woodward) has
taken a really competent view of
the great rebel’s emotional aspect,
but T am under the impression that
as far as the marriage is concerned,
there is nothing so phenomenal
about that, as many a man may suf-
fer dissatisfaction with his choice,’
and yet there is no disgrace in over-
coming the difficulty in a respecta-
ble manncr, as many havc donc.”
This point is well taken, but it gen-

eralizes a little too much. Had
Paine broken up his unhappy mar-
riage and turned to other women,
during the many decades he was free
to indulge his emotional interests,
we could understand the situation,
but the facts, as I've already stated,
show his continued indifference to
sexual experience, and that suggests
the answer—that Paine went into
marriage unaware of the fact that
he couldn’t function, and when faced
with the difficulty (and immense dis-
appointment) he got out of the em-
barrassing arrangement and there-
after carefully avoided all sexual
contacts, Mr. Dwyer continues the
argument, thus:

“However, the impotence ques-

tion may have a little to do with

Paine’s high temperament, and with

his abhorrence of human impesition

and tyranny. A thoroughly potent
person may resent this factor with

just as much vigor, but I believe a

person suffering from a disorder of

this nature is more apt to flail hu- .

man wrongs, especially if he hap-

pens to be equipped with extraordi-
nary persuasivenesg and eloquence,
as was Paine.” )

This is a difficult subject and one
must be careful not to fall into dog-
matisms. Voltaire, for exanple, was,
with Rousseau, one of the fathers of
the French Revolution, a hater of
tyranny and shams. He certainly
wasn't impotent, but the facts indi-
cate that he must have been rather

indifferent to sex because he had so
very few affairs with women, in a
time when cardinals lived openly
with their mistresses and nobody
thought a thing about the matter.
Voltaire, while potent, burned up
his emotional energies in his great
erusades for liberty and justice. On
lhe olther hand, Rousseau, who also
fought for great social ideals, was a
thoroughly over-sexed genius who had
a tremendoug capacity for sexual ex-
periences, and never made the least
effort to curb his sexual life. The
same goes for Lord Byron, who
could fight for liberty or make love
to a dozen women with equal enthus-
iasm. The problem ig a difficult one
and I don’t feel competent to utter
the last word. '

After reading a press report to the ef-
fect that Great Britain has made a loan
to the Soviet Union, the question arises
whether this means Russia’s position
is stronger or weaker internationally.

Russia’s commercial indebtedness
to the entire world is only $75,000,~
000, which is practically nominal
It’s because of this selvent position
that the British government decided
to open a $50,000,000 credit, at 5%
percent, The Soviet trade delegation
at London will be able to place arders
with British. industrialists, who, in
turn, will have their accounts guaran-
teed up to the amount of the loan.
Russia, under the terms of the loan,
agrees to spend the money in Eng-
land during the next 12 months, but
will have 10 years in which to repay
the government.

Russia’s foreign trade policy is to
accept - only. long-term loans at low
rates of interest in order to conserve

‘Vits rapidly-growing stock of gold.
'The Russian government feels that

an immense gold reserve will be an
effective means of defense . should
Germany and Japan begin -the war
which seems -almost inevitable. Ger-
many, in particular, is practically de-.
void of gold, and this, in case of war,
would mean that its offensive powers
wonld he held down to the actual
time in which it could command raw
materials. The country which has
the larger stock of gold will be able to
buy in the world market, thereby in-
ereasing the chances of vietory.
Every month that Hitler delays his
threatened war means the job, when
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finally assumed, will be that much
more difficult. Russia is growing in-
dustrially self-sufficient, and in a few
years may be entirely independent
of outside sources of materials.

The army is being expanded rapid-
ly, but not inefficiently, so that there
are 1,300,000 men now under arms
ready to defend the proletarian na-
tion. Russia’s strides in the field of
aviation have been immense. While
the authorities refuse to release any
exaet figures, it's safe to assume
there are well over 1,000 bombers in
the Far East, where quick trips can
be made to Japan’s tinder-box cities:
Japan knows Russia is strong in the
air, while the Japanese, who have
centered most of their efforts on the
navy, are notoriously weak in aireraft.
Even if Japan were to have a great
fleet of bombers, they would be of
little use in a war in eastern Siberia,
because of the few large cities in
that section.

Rusgia, early 1n August, 19386,
proved that its airplanes compare
with the best in the world. This was
shown when three of its crack fliers
broke the non-stop record by a trip
through Arctic Siberia, in which the
flying conditions were bad. This
means, of course, that Russian bomb-
ers could easily make a round trip
to any counlry that attempts to
strike at the territory controlled by
the Soviet Union,

In addition to an immense fleet of
bombers and pursuit planes, the Rus-
sians have concentrated on tanks,
which have been constructed in three
groups—10-ton tanks, which will have
large numbers of four- and five-ton
tanks in reserve, and, for purposes
of attacking intrenched positiong,
super-tanks that weigh 40 tons—ver-
itable moving forts.

The British know all these facts,
so they are putting their money on
the Russian line, even though they
are strongly opposed to Russian ideas
of social organization. Germany, on
the other hand, hasn’t been able thus
far to command British credit, even
though its pogcies are capitalistic.

$ %
What effect is the Fascist threat having
on the smaller nations?

Thirteen small nations in Europe,
before the appearance of Fascism,
kept close to a policy of restricted
expenditures for armaments., They

were able to save great sums of
money from being spent on their mil-
itary macines and thus appropriate
larger sums for measures of social
security, public health, public works,
unemployment insurance, maternity
care, public education, etc. None of
them had aggressive designs against
their neighbors, so militarism was
toned down, and this, of course,
meant quicker recovery from the de-
pression and a better social set-up.
But all this, unfortunately, changed
when Hitler took power and Mussolini
crushed Ethiopia. They were com-
pelled, reluctantly, to turn to thoughts
of defense, for they saw that the two
cangster-murderers were headed for
further acts of aggression. As a re-
sult, during 1986, 13 smaller Furo-
pean governments are being eompel-
led to increase their military budgets
by a total of $370,000,000. Germany’s
neighbors—Czechoslovakia, Swilzer-
land, Austria, Netherlands, Belgium,
Denmark, Sweden and Lithuania—in-
creased their military budgets by
$280,000,000. Finland, Hungary,
Turkey, Yugoslavia, and Portugal
added another $90,000,000 to their
mililary expenses., None of these
small countries has designs on Ger-
many or Italy.
* %

1. How many persons do the coopera-
tives of Great Britain employ? 2. How
many members do they have? 3. What
is their gross business?

1.  The cooperatives of England,
Scotland and North Ireland employ
50,000 men and women in their fac-
torics. About 250,000 are employed
in the cooperatives generally, which
includes factories, stores, wholesale
establishments, ete.

2. In 1935, the cooperatives of the
countries named above had 7,482,000
members, a record high, This was an
increase of almost 800,000 over the
previous year. There are 11,000,000
families, of which 9,500,000 are ex-
pected to join eventually.

3. Their gross business, in 1935,
was $1,101,705,000, an increase of
$66,635,000 over 1934.

I’ve noticed, during the past year, five
or six references to Charles Laughton,
as your favorite movie actor. Where
does he stand as a box-office puller?
The Hollywood Reporter, a trade
journal of the industry, says a ques-
tionnaire sent to the country’s most
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important theater-managers doesn’t
even show Charles Laughton’s name
on the list of good box-office names.
I'm sorry to learn this surprising
fact, but my admiration for Laugh-
ton’s artistry ism’t shaken in the
slightest. He’s still No. 1 with me,
and my hope is that the movie pub-
lic will catch up with this great ac-
tor. 'I'he theater operators aren’t in-
terested in a man’s ability as an
actor. They judge him solely on his
power to bring the customers in. I
don’t blame them for wanting stars
who can fill their theaters, for they,
like other businessmen, need custom-
ers if they’re to survive. Some day,
let’s hope, the very finest artists will
be the best producers at the box-
office, thereby giving perfect enter-
tainment to the public and hefty in-
comes to the managers.

The magazine just quoted sent its
questionnuire to managers in every
State, and the results are interesting.
It appears that the top pullers, from
the viewpoint of the managers, are
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers,
that excellent, lively, entertaining
dancing team. Next comes little, cute
Shirley Temple. The 20 heavyweights
at the box-office follow:

Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers,
Shirley Temple, Clark Gable, Norma
Shearer, Claudette Colbert, Robert
Taylor, James Cagney, Joan Craw-
ford, Dick Powell, Myrna Loy,
C. Fields, Mae West, Irene Dunne,
Charles Chaplin, Gary Cooper, Carole
Lombard, Edward G. Robinson, Paul
Muni, Janet Gaynor,

The Marx Brothers come in at 21.
Marlene Dietrich, 23; Harold Lloyd,
25; William Powell, 26; Bette Davis,
27: TRonald Colman, 35; Merle
Oberon, 88; Leslie Howard, 42;
Katherine Hepburn, 43; Robert Mont-
gomery, 49.

. You see, my favorite, Charles
Laughton, isn’t even listed. I notice
that Charlie Chaplin is among the
first. 20, which shows good judgment
on the part of the managers, though
I’'d put him at or near the top. If
Chaplin worked harder and did at
least two pictures each year I'd put
him ahead of Charles Laughton,

Others who aren’t even mentioned
in the list: Greta Garbo, Frederic
March and Frank Morgan. I’d cer-
tainly put Greta near or at the top
of my favorite woman stars,

‘But, taken by and large, the man-
agers’ list of their favorites isn’t at
all bad. One can always disagree
here and there, especially when one .
consults hundreds of different indi-
viduals with their own kinks and
taste, but the survey shows a great
deal of sound discrimination. But, I
still insist that Laughton should get
a high rating;x‘

Is it true that German Jewg are pour-
ing into this country?

The U.S. Department of Labor re-
ports there has been an increase din
Jewish immigration from Germany,
but the figures don’t permit one tfo
say they are “pouring” into this coun-
try. The influx is moderate, as shown
by the following table:

Percentage
Fiscal From all From from
Year Countries Germany Germany
1931 ....... 5,692 98 1.7
1932 ....... 2,755 45 1.6
1933 ....... 2,372 72 . 3.0
1934 ......, 4,134 1,736 43.
1935 ....... 4,837 1,683 35.
1936 (Est’d.) 6,100 3,200 52,

The above figures show a decline,
when compared with the 10 years
after our government set immigra-
tion quotas (1921-1930), during which
time we admitted from all countries
a total of 119,036 Jews, or a yearly
average of 11,904, During the - 10

W.| years when there were no quotas

(1911-1920) the yearly average was
49,117, or a total of 491,166 Jews.
Thus, the figures show a slight in-
crease during the past five years
{with total figures quite modest)
but a marked decline when compared
to the previous 20 years,
L

What is your opinion of the fight be-
tween President Green of the A.F. of L.
and John L. Lewis?

Progressive elements in the labor
movement agree that Lewis’ position
ig right, and it's freely predicted that
he will win out in the end.  T.ewis,
who is far-seeing, intelligent, re-
sourceful and energetic, says our la-
bor unions shouldn’t be organized
along crafl lines bul on the basis of
industrial unionism. That means, for
example, that all the workers in
the building trades would belong to
one organization, instead of to dozens,
as at present, which results in in-
efficiency and endless jurisdictional
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disputes; ‘The old-line A.F. of L. of-
ficials are opposed to industrial un-
ionism because such a method of or-
ganization would deprive hundreds,
even thousands, of union officials of
their jobs, The schism has reached
the point where President Green is
moving towards the expulsion of all
unions which have acted in harmony
with the Lewis plan of urganization.
Such a move, if carried out, will, re-
sult in the death of the A.F. of L.
In the end, it is said, Lewis’ plan
will result in a wider, more militant
organization of skilled and unskilled
workers.

Another cause for discord in the
labor movement is the earnest, sin-
cere, thorough-going manner in which
Tewis and his large, well-financed
committee have gone about the use-
ful, necessary task of organizing the
workers in the steel industry.
The A.F. of L., which should have
done this work years ago, fought shy
of the issue, but when Lewis met it
head-on, the Green machine became
jealous and sorely offended, claiming
that it was the intention of the AF.

of L. all along to do something about

the steel workers. The argument is
unsound, in the eyes of those who are
f;rxﬁliar‘ with the record of the A.F.
of L.

Before the American workers can
go forward to real achievements it'll
be necessary to do away with the re-
actionary policies of the AF. of L.
The new trend is all to the good, and
Lewis is showing himself to be made
of the stuff that will get results. He’s
labor’s man of the future—in the in-
dustrial ﬁeld.*

How many of the persons employed by
WPA are skilled and unskilled?

The Works Progress Administra-
tion reports that in March, 1936, 77
percent of its workers were unskill-
ed; 23 percent, skilled. This means
that 700,000 workers belonged in skill-
ed clagsifieations, of whom about 25
percent were given specialized work.
The following table shows how many
skilled workers were used in 15 out

of 83 classifications of skilled cm-
- ployes:

Actors . ..iiiiiiiiiiniiiainaans 6,200

Artists and sculptors ........... 4,700

Bookkeepers and accountants ...
Carpenters 53,500
Clothing and textile operatives .. 32,000

.....................
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Dressmakers and milliners ...... 1,300
Musicians .......... P voaw 13,200
Nurses .....c.cevienmenccnnanans 4,300
Painters ............cciiiiveenns 28,000
Payroll clerks and timekeepers .. 46,600
‘Playground and recreation work-

L) - T 18,500
Teachers ............ccccivvenes 40,200
Truck drivers .................. 15,500
Typists ... .0iiiiiiiinranans 10,400
Writers and cditors ........c.... 3,400

* ‘
Please . comment on the. enclosed clip~
ping of an interview given by John
Doles.

The handsome, but rather vacant,
movie star, according to this publish~
ed interview, has many nice things
to say about the men in the South
who are described as “warm, natur-
al, romantic and gallant.” He then
points out wherein they differ from
the men of France and Ttaly, who
are given to hand-kissing. “They
(Southern gentlemen) do not kiss
the hands of the ladies they admire
or shower them with exaggerated
compliments. . . . Hand-kissing, éte,
is usually a blind for what is in the
European mind.” ]

As 1 keteh the drift of Boles’ pro-
found philosophy, foreigners, when
they kiss @ woman’s hand, are out
for something dirty, while Southern-
ers can be ardent, gallani, warm
and romantic without letting a single
thought of sex enter their minds. It’s
my ambition to meet such a man some
day, I'm reminded—without bother-
ing to establish too great a degree of
relevancy, though the incident sug-
gests a crude form of gallantry——of
a sign I saw in a Joplin saloon, which
read: “Liadies may smoke, but must

.| be careful where they lay their butts.”
U :

Editar, The Ametican Freeman:

I was much impressed by what Joseph
McCabe has to say in appraisal of you
and your work. Especially by the para-
g-aph where, one by cne, he considers
and dismisses succinctly for their short-
comings, several of our other contem-
porary sham-smashers. One ig left with
a lonecly feeling that this debunking
ability is a very rare one, and one
which is usually easily deflected onto
ineffective or futile tangents. o

But I cannot help feeling that this
ability is always intrinsically much
more common than we suspect and only
awaits favorable conditions in order
that it may flourish. We see on every
gside however that there are many who
might be effective in “the liberation
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war” who are dragging every imagin-
able kind of ball and chain. Sometimes
only by tactful conversation does dne
discover these; and also that because
of a woeful absence of training they
lack the facility of expression which
would make them useful, and perhaps
further and more serious yet, that the
time-and-energy-consuming business of
grubbing for a living prevents them for-
ever from even thinking of daing any-
thing about it.

It may be said on the other hand that
those who feel the urge and do not in
spite_ of their handicaps dcal -a blow
now and them, would not ever amount
to much anyhow, which may be partly
true. But I still think that if this
elementary business of getting a little
more security and a little more time
in which to think, can to some extent
be ~achieved, even veteran. debunkers
such as you and McCabe will be sur-
prised at the lift you will get on every
side from many who are now groping
in obscurity.
Maplewood, Mo. C. A. Lang
LI
Editor, The American Freeman:

I am one of a small group of pro-
fessional men who are -conscientious
readers of your “The American Free-
man.” A problem has arisen among us
which causes us considerable concern,
and the solution of which is vital to
our interests and those of our depen-
dents. In view of the difficulty of get-
ting impartial opinion on this subject,
we have decided to be governed by your
judgment,

We have just read “Life Insurance: A
Legalized Racket,” by Mort and E. A.
Gilbert, in which the authors advise the
carrying of term insurance for the pur-
pose of protection alone and saving
elsewhere the amount of money over
and above the cost of the insurance
which we now allow the insurance com-
panies to save for us. They state that
any other plan does not work toward
the best interests of the insured. They
state further that the cash value of
one’s policy becomes a liability in the
event of death of the insured in view
of the fact that this money is lost in
the shuffle—meaning that only the face
value of the policy is paid, and what
we thought we were saving has been
consumed by the company,

I mention these few specific state-
ments because they are the ones of
especial interest. . . . What do you, in
general, think of forms of insurance
other than term insurance—carrying in-
surance on your life as on your car,
ete.?

The time we have in which to make
up our minds is comparatively short
in view of the fact that some of us

have preminms coming due which would
put our insurance in force for another
vear and thus delay action in case we
gshould decide to make changes. Would
you discuss these problems for us and
give your advice on how to act? ...

Please accept my thanks for this favor.
Washington, D.C. Jerome J. Krick, M.D.

(I have written quite a number of
pieces about insurance, in which I
pointed out how we must overpay for
protection. But it’s my feeling that
once a person gets tied up to a con-
tract—especially if he has been car-
rying the policy for a rather long
period of time—he should stick to it
and see it through. I advise strong-
ly against any kind of switching, for
laymen can easily be led astray in
this complicated field. It’s going to
cost you more, as I said, but my
sincere advice ig to let a bad bargain

stand.) .

L3
Your statement that the Coughlin-
Lemke lineup is a pro-Landon maneuver
should be supported by some authori-
ta‘tlive gquotation from the conservative
side.

The Kiplinger Washington Agency
supplies an expensive letter service
on national and international news,
which goes to bankers, industrialists,
businessmen and moneyed people in
general. - Its letter of July 25, 1936,
containg statements which back up
everything I said about Coughlin’s
political trick to defeat Roosevelt by
injecting his stooge (Lemke) into the
campaign. I quote:

Lemke Union Party (Townsend,
Coughlin, Share-the-Wealth, etc.):
This third party movement will be
taken wilth  increasing seriousness.
It will poll enough votes to be an
influence in swinging certain states
from Roosevelt to Landon. There is
no longer doubt that votes for
Lemke are votes subtracted mainly
f;om Rossevelt, Politicians KNOW
this, .

Conservatives who hate Roosevelt
will give money to Lemke Party.
Conservatives who love not Lemke
et al. nevertheless will use them.
This 1s deniable at present bui in
due course wil] become an open
secret. Lemke, Coughlin, Townsend
and Gerald Smith (who is Huey
Long’s successor) will say worse
things against Roosevelt-and-New-
Deal than against Landon.

LI R

Editor, The American Freeman:
Some months ago, when I read the
statement by Dr. E. Boyd Barrett, that
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he expected Father Charles E. Coughlin
lu write for you some day, I was mot
surprised. In fact, I expected the same
results. Being an ex-Catholic myself,
I know that a really sincere person,
who studies, eventually comes in con-
tact with scientific facts which demol-
ish all myths and unsound beliefs, It
was expected therefore that Father
Coughlin, if he is a asincere pcrson,
would sooner or later break away from
the crafty business of befuddling the

pleople and begin to enlighten the peo-
ple,

It appears, however, that Dr. Barrett,
and probably many others, including
myself, were wrong about the sincerity
of Father Coughlin, and you were cor
rect. Evidently the fettered education
he has received can never be. undone,
and he will continue—willfully and
and knowingly ur not—tu be a subtle
obscurantist for the rest of his life.

T1f the credulous people will be duped
by his organization of his kind of
“social Justice,” then he will have a
profitable racket and at the same time
do the right thing by his Pope. Mighty

cunning, thegse priests.
CHICAGO, ILL. F. J. OSMAN

KR 3
Please write a few words about the
movie, “The Mutiny on the Bounty.”
That, without a doubt, was an out-
standing picture, especially the act-
ing of Charles Laughton, my favorite
among the male stars.

Are the Socialists fighting Roosevelt
and Landon equally?

An extraordinary situation has de-
veloped in the present national cam-
paign, in which all the forces of re-
action and full and partial Fasecism
are combining to defeat the Presi-
dent. If Roosevelt is defeated by
Landon this November, we will have
taken a great step in the direction of
Fascism. If such a calamitous thing
were to happen, men like Father
Coughlin and the Rev. Gerald L. K.
Smith could lead a great national
“crusade” to destroy the Constitu-
tion, the nation’s democratic institu-
tions and libertarian traditions, and
institute a reign of persecution, racial
prejudice, anti-liberalism and author-
itarianism equal, if not worse than,
the regime of thc bloodthirsty, gang-
sterized, blacl;mailing *Nazis.

8

A reader lists a number of symptoms
and then asks for the cause of the con-
dition, the remedy, and whether a surg-
ical operation is necessary.

T’m not competent to discuss such

matters. Readers should take such
Lhings Lo a goud medical doctur. A
writer’s long-range diagnosis and his
guess at a remedy would be nothing
more than stabs in the dark. I don’t
intend to act the part of a family
doctor, for two sufficient reasons—it
can’t be done by means of a letter and
a piece in this publication; second, I
don’t know a thing about such sub-
jeets. I must refrain from giving
medical or legal advice. If some-
thing’s wrong with your body-ma-
chine, see a good doctor; if some le-
gal question cimes upix see a lawyer.

%
1. What is the world’s production of
motor cars, trucks, buses, ete? 2. How
many of the cars in the U.S. are defec-
tive? 3. What does a small motor car
cost on the basis of weight and horse-
power?

1. During 1935, according to the
DBulletin of Statistics, of the League of
Nations, issued in June, 1936, there
were 5,172,000 motor wvehicles pro-
duced throughout the world, as fol-
lows:

USA i i 4,009,000
Great Britain ................ 417,000
Gormany .....veineieieiirona 245,000
Canada ,............00vvneen. 173,000
France ..............cc.0.. ... 166,000
Soviet Russia ............... . 97,000

2. The Fidelity and Casualty Com-
pany, in June, 1936, estimated that
15,700,000 motor carg in the U.S. (60
percent of all ears in the country)
are defective, the main faults being:

Defective brakes ............. 4,411,700
Inadequate headlights ........ 4,877,000
Wheels out of aligpnment ..... 785,000

3. Automobile Facts and Figures
(page 11) answers the question with
regard to cost of a car according to
welight and horsepower. Taking the
low-priced four or five-passenger
models that are manufactured in the
g.S., and figuring them F.,0.B., we
nd: )

Per Per. Per

Car Pound Horsepower
1925 ,...... $887 $.38 $27.7
1929 ....... 743 28 14.7
1933 ....... 555 21 8.5
1934 ....... 585 22 74
1935 9 months 580 21 6.9
Nov.’85-Feb.’36 603 21 7.0

& F o+ %
Is a formal education necessary to a
person who would follow intellectual
pursuits?
A formal education will be of value
to a person of natural intelligence,



110

Questions and Answers

but it isn’t an absolute essential. If
a person has a brain that i'unetion.s
well and if that person has an apti-
tude for subjects that require a great
deal of thought, the lack of a for-
mal education shouldn’t prove unfor-
tunate. The Commonwealth Fund
put several scientists to work on this
question, and in July, 1036, claimed
that formal schooling isn’t as im-
portant as generally supposed, The
investigators reported:

“The intelligent man with poor
schooling makes up for his lack of
opportunity by continuing his learn-
ing in adult life. On the other hand,
the duller person given more school-
ing than his talents seem to warrant
gains little from this advantage.
Either they never profited hy it, or
they had forgotten most of what
they once knew by the time they
took the tests.,”

In my own experience as an edi-
tor, I've found that many individ-
uals without formal education were
able to grasp the fundamentals of
science, philosophy, history, logie,
Rationalism, ete.,
profitable reading and good personal
contacts that permitted intelligent,
instructive conversation and exchange
of ideas. Some of the most muddle-
headed thinkers (mental muffers)
I’'ve met were decorated with as
many as six university degrees. In-
stead of developing knowledge and
the ability to interpret knowledge,
they permitted themselves to be load-
ed down with mountains of irrelevant
and inconsequential data that they
couldn’t digest because they lacked
the all-important quality of intellec-
tual discrimination. On the other
hand, I've met men and women who
went to school only long enough to
learn to read, write and figure—
and they could discuss difficult prob-
lems with extraordinary acuteness
because they had gone to the authors
of good books and taught themselves
the things they might never have
mastered had they left themselves
only to the devices of a formal edu-
cation.

Let me give my readers one part-
ing suggestion: Young or old, you
can become educated in the finest
sense of the word, through your own
efforts. Learn to turn to the printed
word for inspiration and guidance.
Read widely, of course, but learn to

through careful,

discriminate. Go through the great
intellectual, experiences of the hu-
man mind with the assistance of
competent, informal, unpretentious
guides. There are many such in the
world. Joseph McCabe is the first
to come to mind. Self-improvement
—-self-education—self-help—they are
real keys to culture.

»
Please comment on the way the press
continually harps on the Soviet Union’s
“propaganda” abroad, but hardly men-
tions the open propaganda of the Fasc-
ist governments,

Your point is well taken. Russia
leans over backward in its. attempt
to avoid even the suspicion of for-
eign propaganda. The Soviet author-
ities prefer to work their own gar-
den. One little incident served to
impress this faet on my mind, taken
from my own experience. Until
about six months ago T exchanged
books and pamphlets that came from
my presses with Russian cultural or-
ganizations that issued many pieces
of literature in the English language.
Suddenly, the stream of publications
stopped, because the government
didn’t want even such a small trickle
of printed matter to arouse suspi-
cions, perhaps even antagonisms.

Mussolini, on the other hand, con-
ducts open propaganda everywhere
in Europe and the Americas, espe-
cially in the U.S., without a word of
protest from our governmient or our
press. An Associated Press dispatch,
from Rome, August 8, 1936, reports
that Mussolini has appropriated
60,000,000 lire in this fiscal year to
propagandize some 6,500,000 Italians
living in the Americas with a view
to making them *“put the father-
land first.”

The same report says every U.S.
city that has its complement of Ital-
ians “either has its Fascist organiza-
tion or has one coming up.” We
are told, in addition, that dozens of
Italian language newspapers publish-
ed in our cities have been bought up
by the propaganda department of
Mussolini’s Fascist party. Not only
are their editorial policies dictated
from Italy, but their editors, in in-
creasing numbers, are being sent to
us direct from Rome, Milan and
other Fascist cities, Even Italian-
American fraternal orders, mutual
benefit organizations or ordinary so-

s



BE. Haldeman-Julius .

111

cial and sports clubs are being com-
pelled to bow before Mussolini, who
insists on passing on their political
trends (which meang propaganda for
Fascism) and that they submit lists
of ‘officers to Rome before they may
be elected. For many years we have
had, in the U.S., the Dante Alighieri
schools, which were organized and
financed by
These schools now employ only those
instruetors who wear
black shirts. :

This year, thousands of Italian-
American boys were shipped over to
Italy, at the expense of the Fascists,
to be indoctrinated with the theories
of Fascism, so that when they re-
turn to our shores they will be useful

to Mussolini ag propagandists for the

theories of dictatorship and enemies
of the ideals of Democracy.

Our politicians and newsgpapers are
busy charging Russia with propa-
gandistic designs (mostly unfounded)
but shut their eyes to the open cam-
paigns to miseducate our people so

they will accept “the glories of Fasc-|

ism” and scorn the Democracy of
Lincoln and 'Jefferson and the Re-
publicanism of George Washington
and the other patriots who founded
this Republic.
B e :
Has science done ‘anything about the
problem “of keeping bread fresh?
A. K. Epstein and B. R. Harris,

Chicago irventors, have received a.

patent for a method of keeping bread

fresh for a longer time than is thejq

case with ordinary bread. This pro-
cess is reported by Science Service
as being simple. Wood sugar (zylose,
which iy obtained from straw and
other vegetable malter) is added to
the dough. Only one pound of zylose
need be added to 200 pounds of flour.
What was, and is, the gross income of
our farmers?

Official figures, from 1909 to 1934,
follow: -

Yéar Gross Income

1909 ... ... e $ 6,238,000,000

. 6,643,000,000
6,372,000,0001 "

6,784,000,000

6,975,000,000

7,028,000,000

7,395,000,000

1916 ... ... 8,914,000,000

1917 e 12,832,000,000

1918 Lo e 15,101,000,000

Italian-Americans.:

Mussolini’s-

Germany. and Russia?

siz and against Hitler,

16,935,000,000
13,566,000,000
8,927,000,000
9,944,000,000
11,041,000,000
11,337,000,000
11,968,000,000
11,480,000,000
11,616,000,000
11,741,000,000
11,941,000,000
9,454,000,000
6,968,000,000
5,337,000,000
6,406,000,000
7,300,000,000

The foregoing figures will be under-
stood better if they are tramslated
into net annual income per family,
including the value of the rental of
the home and the farm’s produce that
was used by the family, as follows:

....................
....................
....................
....................

1924—Average Farm Income .. § 966
1925—Average Farm Income .. ° 1,022
1926—Average Farm Incoame .. 920
1927—Average Farm Income .. 939
1928-—Average Farm Income .. 931
1929—Average Farm Income .. 942
1930—Average Farm Income .. 641
1931—Average Farm Income .. 396
1932—Average Farm Income .. 244
1933—Average Farm Income .. 437
#1934—Average Farm Income 510

*Thig includes payment*from AAA.

If Gel‘manyaand Russia. were to go to
war, which side would Americans favor?
The Review of Rewiews conducted
a poll on the question: Which side
would you favor in. a war between
. Its - August,
1936, issue gave the results, as fol-
ows:
For Russia, 1,588 votes; for
many, 844; neutral, 280.

The foregoing shows that Amenri-
cans, by about two to one, are for Rus-
Even - our
businessmen supported Russia, by a
small majority. The Review of Re-
views comments on the poll (which
closed on July 24, 1936) as follows:
__“The verdict seems to be clear. A
majority of these typical Americans
feel that. Russia is -essentially in-
terested in home-abiding reconstruc-
tion, via the Five Year Plans and a
new democratic constitution, while
Germany is dangerously restive and
headed for plans of foreign conquest
in the 1914 fashion. To them it is a
case of the plough versus the sword,
and of humanitarian. values.”

- The magazine printed the tabu-
Iated results, showing how persons in

Ger-
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various occupations and professions
voted. In the table below, the Rus-
sian vote is given first, the German
vote comes second, and the neutral
vote is last. The tabulation:

By Occupations:

Business 306; 285; 62.

Lawyers 135; 87; 18.

Doctors 114; 30; 6.

Clergy 39; 15; 15.

Literary 165; 48; 27.

Teachers 180; 81; 24.

Students 45; 24; 0.

Engincers 48; 21; 12.

Clerks 123; 42; 6.

Farmers 30; 39; 3.

The man who conducted the fore-
going poll, Roger Shaw, adds the opin-
ion that the impending struggle be-
tween Hitler and the Soviet Union (a
war which the chief Nazi frankly says
he is preparing for) can be prevent-
ed by any of three things—1. Hitler
driven from power; 2. the collapse of
Germany’s unsound economic struc-
ture; 3. the defection of Poland,
“through which Germany must go in
order to invade Russian Ukraine as
the Japanese attack Siberia.”

The poll which I have thus reported
strikes me as being of great value.
The vote, in my opinion, isn’t to be
considered in any way as an endorse-
ment of Communism, I'm sure a poll
among the samc voters, on the ques-
tion of Communism, would have
found an overwhelming sentiment
against . the proletarian philosophy.
These Americans (scattered in every
State and a few in Canada) voted
for peace—that’'s what the poll
mecans. The American people, l.)y
about two to one, know that Russia
is sincerely in favor of peace. And
our people also know that Hitler has
only one objective—war. The poll,
therefore, is a vote for peace and 2
vote against Iiitl‘el"x‘isvm.

L3

The Topeka Daily State Journal, in
its issue of September 1, 1936, editorial-
izes as follows: “Kansas has always
been a little more interested in Trot-
sky than in the other revolutionary
officials of Russia, because for a brief
time he helped to edit a Socialist news-
paper at Girard. We hope he will be
able to stick it out in Norway. If he
can’t, we feel sure they would welcome
him back to Girard. They have wel-
comed all sorts of ‘c¢rooked thinkers
there, and they have all done very
well.” Please comment.

The editor who wrote that, Mr.

Henry J. Allen, ought to change his
name to Baron Munchausen, for he’s
qualifying rapidly as journalism’s
prize disgseminator of inaccuracies. I
ought to know whether or not Trot-
sky ever worked in Girard, and I
can say definitely that Trotsky never
was within a thousand miles of
Kansas., In fact, when he lived in
this country he never got west of the
Hudson River, This piece of fool-
ishness—about Trotsky’s having work-
ed on a Socialist paper in Girard—
keeps bobbing up regularly. Red-
baiters who want to scare their
Kansas audiences into larger contri-
butions usually wind up an attack on
the Soviet Union with the alarming
news that Trotsky once worked on a
paper right in our own State. Such
bunk goes over big. And Henry J.
Allen—who is aspiring to the dubi-
ous honor of being the tin-pot Hearst
of Kansas—joins in the silly chorus.
But we've come to expect any kind
of howler from Mr. Allen, who goes
right on telling fairy stories and in-
sisting he's dealing only in stark
realism. I may be a “crooked think-
er,” as Allen charges, but I can spot
an inaccurate thinker a mile off, and
Allen’s the worst in the country today
—which calls for a peculiar kind of
genius,
E I

Have you any figures on the number
of divorces in the U.S.?

There were 195,939 divorces in
1928; 112,036 in 1916; 72,062 in 1906;
27,919 in 1887; 9,937 in 1867. I have
no figures since 1928, but it’s certain
the number has been growing stecadi-
ly from year to year. Putting the
figures differently, the rate of divorce
per 100,000 population was: 163, in
1928; 73, in 1900; 28, in 1870.

In 1870, the number of marriages
to one divoree was about 33; in 1900,
12.3; in 1928, 6. The facts, there-
fore, indicate that divorces are in-
creasing faster than marriages. (The
above information was ,asked for by
the Birth Control League of Canada,
the secretary sending me a dollar for
a personal answer, which I sent, but
as the question impressed me as be-
ing of general interest I decided to
print it here. I am always glad to
answer questions from my readers,
if they send me a dollar for a per-
sonal answer which can be written
on one side of an ordinary . letter-
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head, If I find I can’t answer the
rquestion [and that happens some-
times] I make a refund in the form
of trade coupons; which are good for
anythitig. published by this plant,
now or in the future.)

§ e

How are inventions encouraged in the
Soviet Union? .

. G. Melnichansky, chairman of the
Inventions Committee of the Sovieb
Council .of Labor and: Defense, issued
a table of Russia’s inventions during
1935, which showed the wide field
covered, as follows:

Percent-

INDUSTRY Number of = age of
L applications total
Metallurgy, mining 990 4.9

Chemieal (incl. silicate,
_ artificial leather. rub-
ber and paper indus-

‘tries) ’ 3,117 " 15.3
Metal - working + 1,186 5.8
Machine mfg. 1.905 9.3
Transport - - 2,763 13.6
Electro-technical 2,760 13.5
-Agriculture . 1,059 5.2
Building - 608 3.0
Textile 519 2.5
Printing " 135 0.6
Photo-cinema 356 1.7

~ Precision instrnments

and varieus physical-

“and chemical appara- : o

tus - : 2,108 10.3
Miscellaneans groups 2,945 14.4

The same official’s report Shows
that-the ‘U.S.S.R. now stands fourth
in the number of applications for
“patents, the H.S.A. still holding -the
world’s first place, Germany second,
and Great Britain third. In 1935, the
Russian patent office received 23,600
applications from ‘inventors, which is
a growth of 17.1 percent over 1934,

when ‘20,146 applications = were re-|

ceived. The same report says that in
1918, “the period of the greatest
prosperity of industry in czarist Rus-
“sia, only 5,800 applications for pat-
_énts were received, and the majority
of 'these (75 percent) came from
" foreigners abroad.”
‘Since’ 1931, it has been thie -prac-
“tice of the U.S.8.R. to issue to the

inventor “either patents (documents,

ge¢uring to ‘the author the right o

ownership of his invention)  or ‘an;
which = secures

~ ‘author’s certificate,
the inventor’s priority and the right
to a premium (reward), while the in-
vention itself ‘belongs to the state.”
Soviet inventors prefer author’s

certificates to patents, During 1935,
only 39 requests for patents were re-
ceived, the remainder prcferring au-
thor's certificates. Inventors in for-
eign countries have the right to reg-
ister their inventions in the U.S.S.R.
and take out either form of protec-
tion.. The U.S.8.R. respects foreign
patent rights and uses them only
after arrangements have been. com-
pleted with the person. holding the
certificate.

The report adds the interesting bit
of information that many Russians,
mainly young persons, seem to have
the idea that it’s unsocialistic to ask
the government to declare priority or
ownership in an invention, preferring
to give their discoveries to their in-
dustry without going through  the
formality of a patent. ‘The depart-
ment ‘appreciates such - enthusiasm
but frowns on the notior that taking
out a patent is “uncthical” " Since
patents or author’s certificates are
issued by law, it follows that there
is nothing *“unethical” in taking ad-
vantage of procedureg provided for
those who participate in the field of
invention. Besides, the report adds,
injury ig done to Soviet industry by
such behavior, for many inventions
are thus kept from general knowl-
edge. In addition, by failing to regis-
ter an inventivn in the homeland, the
invention falls into the public domain
in . foreign lands, depriving the in-
ventor of just rewards and keeping
his country from getting the credit
for what may be an important dis-
covery. As a result, Russian inven-
tors are being urged to avail them-
selves of the benefits of their own
patent office. o
' %

I am always: interested in the problems
you ask your readers to solve. Let me
suggest that you give us, now and then,
a problem that has no known solution.

Dr. Ronald Aylmer Fisher, Uni-
versity of London, presented a new
problem before several hundred dis-
tinguished mathematicians who were

1%olding a meeting under the auspices
'of the Mathematical Association of
¢ | America, at Harvard University. The

problem, ‘which was offered “as ‘a
challenge to our mathematical intui-
tion,” and which has no knowr an-
swer, follows:

“The agricultural land of a pre-
dynastic Egyptian village is of un-
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equal fertility. Given the height to
which the Nile will rise, the fertil-
ity of every portion of it is known
with exactitude, but the height of
the flood affects different parts of
the territory unequally. It is re-
quired to divide the area between
the several households of the vil-
lage, so that the yield of the lots
assigned to each shall be in prede-
termined pruportions, whatever may
be the height to which the river
riges.”

Commenting on his¢ problem, Dr.
Fisher said:

“If this problem is capable of
general solution, one of the pri-
mary problems of uncertain infer-
ence wil]l have reached its complete
solution. If not, there must remain
some further puzzles to wunravel.”

Dr. Fisher’'s words “uncertain in-
ference” have reference to the mathe-
matics of probability, a comparatively
new development in this seience. Dur-
ing the past 200 years .considerable
progress has been made by mathema-
ticians in what they call “approxima-
tions of thé unknown.”

The problem given by Dr. Fisher
ought.to satisfy my reader who wants
to work on a problem that has mo
known solution. If he solves the one
given above, I hope he will let the
world know about it through the eol-
umns of this publécati;n.

How much waterpower have we avail-
able in this country?

The Geological Survey’s report for
1936 shows the U.S. has a potential
waterpower of 42,753,000 horsepow-
er, available 90 percent of the time,
with sterage. On the basis of 50 per-
cent of the time (with storage) we
have 57,184,000 horsepower, . The
same report gives the 10 States

- which lead in potential -horsepower
(990 percent of the time, with stor-
age), as follows: ‘

Horsepower

Washington  ................. 8,768,000

Cabifor™mim  ..vvvirvrieneneraens 4,605,000

Oregon  ............coouuns .. 4,361,000

New York 4,296,000

Arizena e 3,710,000

Idaho .... 2,706,000

Utah ..., . 1,500,000

Montana

Tennessee
Alabama

1,280,000
886,600

* %
Do the Southern States have the high-
est death rates f:om sunstroke?

The Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company’s statistical department has
made a study of ‘deaths from heat
during the past three years and re-
ports the highest death rates from
'sun and heatstroke are in the North-
‘ern States. Also, the Negro is a
‘greater sufferer from sunstroke than
‘the white man,

Minnesota, Michigan, Wisconsin,
THinois, Ohio and Missouri are among
|the worst States. North and South
Carolina, Florida and Alabama have
mortality rates from heat 50 percent
below the country’s mean. Mississip-
pl, Tennessee and Arkansas have
"higher rates, but are below the aver-
age for the country. Nevada and Ari-
zona have high mortality rates,
'though they are surrounded by States
with low rates.

The statisticians report that “a
white person living in Wisconsin is
approximately 20 times more likely to
suffer death from heat stroke. than
is a white resident of Florida, about
13 times more likely than one. of
North Carolina, Alabama or Missis-
sippi, and about 10 times more likely
than onc who resides in Virginia or
South Carolina.”

Men are more prone to be stricken
by sunstroke than women, the ratio
being 3 to 1 for white-people. Among
the colored people death rates for
men are only slightly higher than
those for women. The same author-
ities report that Negre suscepti-
bility to heat deaths should be laid to
the black man’s  inferior economic
position and the great expousure he
suffers to sunstroke becauge of his
occupations.

Almost B0 percent of the deaths
from heat happened among persons
‘more than 60 years of age. Babies
under one year of age also suffer
exceplivnally = high mortality - rates
from this cause. Heatstroke is more
common in cities than in rural com-
munities, because environmental con-
:ditions in cities are more conduciv

to heat prostrations. . .
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Abortlons, statistics of in the U.S., 52,

Are a natural result of the suppres-
sion of birth-control information,
83.

Adams, John, facls about his rcligious
beliefs, 40, 41.

Adams, John Quincy, facts about his re-
llgmus beliefs, 41.

Age of Reason, is a deathless classie,
54,

Aircraft Year Book, shows that U.S.
aviation leads the world, b.

Alien, has he the right (o criticize, 05.

Allen, Henry J., followed a fascistic la-
bor policy while governor of Kansas,
14.

Has a tremendous capacity for inac-
curacies, 8b.

Ascribes to Troyanovsky the state-.
ment that Roosevelt is the Kerensky!
of the forthcoming American Rev-
olution, 85, 86.

His newspaper printed spurious Com-
munist “oath,” 89.

Aspires to be the tin-pot Hearst ofi|

Kansas, 112,
Should change his
Munchausen, 112.

“Almighty dollar;” how did the phrase:
originate, 79.

American Civil L'berties Union, urged:
the Republican Convention to adopt
a civil liberties plank, 47.

American Federation of Labor, will be
destroyed by expulsion of unionsi
favoring Green, 107.

Its reactionary policies harm Ameri-
can labor, 107.

American Freeman, its readers dlsplay
most interest in international situa-
tion, 22,

Why it is dated several months ahead,
34, 36

American Guardian, promotes Oscar

Ameringer’s land-selling scheme, 89.
Advertises Ameringer’s scheme as “A
Goldeh Opportunity,” 91.

American Institute of Public Opinian,
result of its poll on Roosevelt pol-
ieies, 25.

Conducted poll on CCC camps, 25.

Results of its pol] on gix-year term
for U.S. Presidents, 27.

Conducted poll on shorter work week,
29,

Result of its poll on question
whether Roosevelt’s policies
leading to dictatorship, 85.

name to Baroni

of
are

American Iron and Steel Institute, gives
facts on scientifie research hy steel
companies, 56.

American Rocket Seciety,
markable progress, 86.

Amecricans, oextent of their investments
abroad, 56, 57.

‘Would favor the Soviet Union against
Germany in war, 111,

Ameringer, Oscar, his latest project, 89,
90, 91

Seeks to unload land on Socialists un-
der the banner of the cooperative
movement, 90.

Is vague about details of proposed
cooperative, 90.

Does not use American Guardian let-
terhead in answering inquiries about
his land-selling scheme, 90.

Seeks to tie in cooperative movement
with his land-selling scheme, 90.

Details of his land-selling scheme, 90.

A Night at the Opera, is good entertain-

ment, 87.

Antl-Semates, blame the Jews when any-
thing goes wrong, 28, 29,

Anti-Semitism, is a disease of the mind,
29

reports re-

Arnold, Edwin, his The Light of Asia
cites evidenccs of Buddha’s Ration.
alism, 20.

Arthur, Chester Alan, facts about his
religious beliefs, 42.

Artificial teeth, comment on, 98.

Aspirin, annual consumption of in the
U.s, 43

Automobiles, world production of, 109,

How many in the U.S. are defective,
109.

Average personm, is not attracted by
scientific, logical thought, 18.
Badoglio, Marshal Pietro, hates the sight

of Mussolini, 30,
Would like to give Mussolini the boot,

30.
Baker REddy, Mrs.
plagiarist, 22,
Examples of her plagiarism, 22.
Stole her Christian Science from the
Quimby manuscripts, 22.
Balabaneff, Dr. Angelica, was loved by
Mussolini, 27, 28.
Balho. Italo, was “promoted” to govern-
orship of Libya, 29.
Took no part in Italo-Ethiopian War,
29.
Executed the murder plot against Mat-
teotti, 29.
Bankers, have been overlooking several

Mary, was she a

115
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opportumtxes for additional service
charges, 4

Banks, why they go easy on publishers,
3.

Barreit, Dr. E. Boyd, was he wrong in
ca]lmg Coughlin sincere, 109,

Barron’s, reports on American long-
term investments abroad, 57.

Bartow, Professor Edward, discovers
method of extracting explosive from
corn, 52.

Bathtub Ballads, a new book by Robert

. Service, 64.
Beard Chas. A. and Mary, wrote Pan-
orama of American History, 40.
Beautiful women, are sometimes a cause
of impotence in certain men, 66.
Beauty parlors, are fastest growing
business in the U.S., 98.

Berger, Milton M, tells of “mental
telepathy” he \mtnessed 93,

Bern, Paul, what were the facts aboul
his sulclde, 66.

His former mistress committed sui-

cide, 66.

Bernhard Dr. George, discusses “Hitler
prosperlty "1,

Bible, is used as a weapon of exploita-
tion and aggression, 656.
Can be used to justify any action, 65.
Billings, Josh, on prophecy, 89.
Birkhead, L. M,, makes investigation of
method§ of thought, 12.

Birth Control, was formerly condemned
by al] the Churches, 96.

Black Legion, is being vigorously pro-
secuted. by the State of Mlchlzan.

Blair, the Rev. Hugh, Mrs. Mary Baker
Eddy stole from his sermon, 22.
Blake, Katherine Devereux, wrote new

verses for “The Star Spangled Ban-
ner,” b3.
Blind persons, number of who can read
Braille, 68.
Blum, Leon, will he inaugurate Soclal-
ism in France, 4
Declares he has no mandate to es-
tablish Soeialism,
An outline of his program, 4.
His government is based on a bloc of
minority parties, 22.
His foes resort to anti-Semitic propa-
ganda,. 23.
Helped French labor to win a great
vietory, 46.
Crcoted a department of scientific re-
search, 62.
His administration nationalized 'the
Bank of France, 72.

Boaz, Professor Franz, discusses the
race question, 65, 66.
Boles, John, praises Southerners as

lovers, 107.
Casts reflection on European men,
107,
Bradlaugh, Charles, was jailed for ad-
vocating birth control, 96.
Braille, factg about it, 08,

Brandenburg, W. A, permits Kansas
Stale Teachers Cullege publication
to libel the Jews, 99, 100.

Bread, may be kept fresh longer with
new process, 111,

Briffault, Dr. Robert, calls present age
most truly moral, 60.

Wrote Rational Evolution, 60.
British cooperatives, number of persons
employed by, 105. .

Membership .of, 105.
Gross business of, 105.
Britton, Nan, has she repudiated her
story about Hardmgs daughter, 64. .
Her daughter is the image of Hard-
ing, 64.

Brotherhood, how it was expressed by
great nations of antiquity, 83.
Brown, the Rev. John, asserts that the

Church mnever changes, 96.
Buchanan, James, facts, about his reh-
gioug bellefs, 41.
Buckle, Henry Thomas, quotation from
his The History of Civilization, 67.
Buddha, was he a Rationalist and Athe-
ist, 29.
Bus companies, have cut fares to meet
slash in railroad rates, 18.
Business Week, tells of new develop-
ment in scientific agriculture, 57, 58.
Canada, is taking steps towards a nation-
alized banking system, 72.
Capitalism, sows the seeds of dlctator-
ship, 8.
Uses militarism to mamtam its sway,
Controls means - of commumcatlon
and propaganda, 9.
Applied science to productlon, 60,
Is based on economic dictatorship,. 60.
Is in conflict with the social order, 61.
Promotes Fascism in the U.8. in or-
der to ‘destroy the New Deal, 74.
-Is ‘quite dead in the Soviet Union, 89.
Capitalists, - why they hate President
Roosevelt, 33.
Why they are to defeat
Roosevelt, 73. :
Use Catholic priest and Protestant
rabble-rouser in holy war against
Roosevelt, 78.
Capper, Senator Arthur, an estlmate of,
7, .
Is an expert politician, 87, 88.
Gave President Roosevelt support, 88.
Has opponents but no enemies, 88.
His tcchnique is subtle and intelli-
gent, 88, .
His manner is timid, 88.
Is too old to have Presidential am-
bitions, 88.

Carus, Paul, his The Gospel of Buddha
shows Buddhas Atheism, 20.
Catholic bishop, makes fatuous state-

ment regarding crime conditions in
the Soviet Umon, 37.
Catholic Fascists, envision a worl»d fed-
eration of tyrants, 82,
CCC camps, roccived

anxious

overwhelming
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vote of approval in nation-wide poll,
2b.-

Central  Bank, is worthless unless sup-
ported by a mnationalized bankmg
system, 94.
Chaplin, Charley, portrays the frus-
trated hero, 49.
Chastity, educated people no longer re-
gard it as woman’s supreme virtue,
69.
Chicago Daily News, publishes humor-
ous skit on bank service charges, 3.
Child actors, an estimate of, 102,
" Christianity, hag -lost ground steadlly
among educated people, 58.

Its spirit is opposed to modern prog-
ress; 60

Under its sway, the world lived in
mental darkness, 68.

Has no exclusive claim to the Golden |

Rule, 83.
Christian Science Church, its orgamza-
tion is super-efficient, 67.
Christian Science. lecturers, what re-
wards do they receive, 66, 67.
Christian Scientists, do they live long-

ar, 11.

Church, has changed

birth control, 96.

Does it ever change, 96, 97.

Gives many indications of change, 96,
917. C

The transitions in its wviews are ex-
tremely gradual, 97.

Was foreced to change ita attitude to-
wards science, . 97.

Has a small minority of genuine
pacifists, 97.-

Church enrollment, iz nat an accurate
indication of the extent of rellgxous
belief, 59.

Churches, reasons for their new mter-
est in social and economic ques-
tions, 62, 63.

Have reversed -their -position since
1929, 63. -

its position on

Arec m‘ilitaristic in  war-time -.and|
pacifistic in peace- tlme, 63. -
Their “radicalism” is .superficial, 63.

Have no right to criticize -ethics of
. bumness, €3,

Indulge in many forms of exploita-
tion and anti-social practices, 63.
Receive dividends from the muni-

tions indystry, 63.
Have been. effective tools of social in-
justice, 63, 64,

Clark, Dr. C. C, gives results of his
ptudy of pin-ball machines, 50, B1.

Clark, Grover, wrote The Balance Sheets
of Imperialism, 69.

Cleator, P. F, wrote Rockets Through
Spac
Travel, 86.

Cleveland, Grover, facts about his re-
liglous beliefs, 42.

Colonies, should they be redistributed,
18. .

Thei.r‘ redistribution would strengthen

Fascist countries, 18.
Are they indispensable to a nation’s
economy, 38.
Color-blindness, facts about it, 52.
Commonwealth College, a description of,

Commonwealth Fund, reports on value
of formal education, 110,

Communist party, size of its member-
ship in the U.S., 70.

Could its. candidates for President
and Vice President serve if they
were elected, 97.

Communists, describe
bourgeois myth, 6.

Conklin, Dr., Edwin Grant, asserts that
Socialism is in aceord with biolog-
ical evolution, 61.

Attacks philosophy of
dividualism,” 61, 62.

Holds social progress to be a process
of collective education, 62.

Attacks Fascism, 62.

Consumer, is he a brand buyer, 49.

democracy as a

“rugged _in—

'Consumer cooperatives, daily sales of,
43

Congsumers’ conperative arganizations,
principles upon which they are es-
tablished, 25, 26.

Coolidge, Calvin, facts about his reli-
gious beliefs, 42,

Cooperative movement, is growing
among professional classes, 21.

Statisties of in colleges, 21,

Has established college to train young
men and women, 24.

Will make tremendous strldes in the
U.s,

Oﬁ'ers a useful eongtruetive carear to
youth, 24.

May become the biggest business in
the U.S,, 25.

Statistics of in the U.S., 43.

Needs the protection of an honest
press, 71,

Must be protected against unscrupu-
lous promoters, 70; 71,

Cooperatives, how to .distinguish the
genuine from the spurious, 70, 71.

Corporation farming, would be outlawed
by Soecialism, 7.

Cosmetic market, has it reached satura-
tion point in the U.S., 68.

Cotton, can it be used in road-bulldmg,
98.

Coughlin, Father Charles E. hopes to

become a Fascist dictator, 63.

Is the tool of the reactionary inter-
ests backing Landon, 73.

Why he turned against Roosevelt, 75.

His actions prove the Catholie Church
has joined the conspiracy against
Roosevelt, Tb.

Called Townsend plan
-~ sanity,” 77.

Does the dirty work of the Catholle
Church, 77.

Contmues his anti-Semitic utterances,

“economic . in-
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Makes false statement regarding can-
cellation of war debts, 77, 78.
Makes ridioulauns misstatament eon-
cerning judicial branch of the gov-

ernment, 78.
Has .a genius for making misstate-
ments, 78,
His statements on national debt are
garbled and inaccurate, 78.
Ignores government assets when he
spoaks of national debt, 78.
Charges Roosevelt with being “the
great betrayer,” 81.

Is adept at the trick of low invec-
tive, 81,

His anti-Semitism grows more aggres-
sive, 82.

His “challenge” to the Jews, 82, 83.

Is an apostle of racial hatred, 83.

Should challenge himself to be honest,
84.

Uses “radical” phrases and issuyes to
delude his followore, 08.

If he were sincere, he would demand
a nationalized banking system, 94.

Seeks to destroy the Federal Reserve
Banks, 94,

His criticism of national bank note
issue is unsoynd, 94,

Is an alien, 95.

Why he did not run for President
himself, 95.

Coughlin-Smith-Lemke-Townsend
bination, is a move in the
tlon of Fascism, 74.
Criminals, are the majority of them

mentally sick, 48, 49.

com-

Current History, gives facts about thel

cooperative movement in the U.S,
43

Darrow, Clarence, wrote Story of My
Life, 36.

Is one of the most civilized men in
the world, 36.

Darwin, Charles, must share credit with
Alfred Wallace for
principles of Kvolution, 61.

De Bono, General, made a glorious mess
in Ethiopia, 80.

“Decalogue of Good Thinking,” 12,
Demagoguns, their chief stock in trade
is unfounded generalizations, 18,
Democracy, is beginning to stage a

come-back, 18, 16.

Can it be achieved under Capitalism,
81.

Has a right to use stern measuyres
against its foes, 82.

Democratic countries, wage scales of
compared to Fascist countries, 101.

Their wage scales are highest, 101.

Dennett, Dr., protests against German
ruling on exchange students, 43,

Devaluation, is
inflation, 20.

Dewey, John, outlines his methods of
thought, 12,

Dickinson, Dr. Edward, letter to Joseph
MecCabe, 58, 59, 60,

direc- |

'Elliot, Professor W. Y.,

discovery of |

not synonymoys ~with)|

Diesel engines, help railroads to achieve
greater speed and economy, 49.
Dionno quintuplets, are *charming ras.

cals,” 92,
Ditmar, Dr,, says snakes of the same
species cannot poison each other,

56.
Divorces, statisties of in the U.S., 112.
Are increasing in the U.8. faster

than marriages, 112.
Doctors, doath rate of in the U.S., B2
Double-feature shows, a ecriticism of,
102.
Dublin, Dr. Louis I, refutes
Sinclair’s apsertions, 11,
Du Pont Cellophane Company, makes
survey of retail buying habits, 49.
‘Durant, Dr. Will, compares children of
polygamous and monogamous un-
ions, 58.
{Duranty, Walter, an estimate of, 94, 95.
His stories established The New. York
Times as the bost modium for tho
truth about the Seviet Union, 95.
| Doesn’t care what the editor thinks
aboyt his work, 95.

Upton

Approached thc Bolsheviks .pbjee-
! tively, 95.
‘Dwyer, Gerald P., calls attention to

facts about Thomas Paine, 102, 103.
Disagrees with Woodward’s estimate
i of Thomas Paine, 104.
'Early, Stephen, issues denial of story
slandering President Roosevelt, 40.
'Barth, cxtent of its fertile and non-
fertile area compared, 29.
Economic status, has important bearing
on length of life, 68.

“Blectricially ~transcribed,” what it
means, b58.
Electricity, who consumes it in the

U.s., 57.
links Christian-
ity with human rights, 67.
His statement on Christianity is not
backed by evidence, 68.
Hmery, IL, reviews Questions and An.
swers in The Llanc Colonist, 30, 81.

‘Emotionalism, has no place in scientific

thinking, 10.
England, has had no strike deaths for
75 years, 32. ,
'BEnglish Grass, quctation from, 67.

| Envelopes, how long have they been in

use, 55.
Facts about them, 55, 56.

Emvironment, its relation to the life-
span, 68.

Ethiepians, should have
guerrilla warfare, 18.

European governments, might confiscate
U.S. securities of their nationals to
finance a new war, 98.

“Expert opinion,” was proved to be
wrong in the Italo-Ethiopian war,
18.

| “Eye for an eye . ..”, was never ac-
cepted by Jews as an ethiecal pre-
cept, 83, 84. B

resorted - to
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Its implicationg explained, 84.

. Facts, afe the best antidote tu emotion-
al thinking, 11.

Fascism, can it happen here, 75.

Can be whipped in the U.S. by cour-
ageous fighting, 75.
Fascist countries, wage scales of com-
pared to democratic countries, 101.
Their wage scaleg are lowest, 101.
The effect of their policies on the
smaller nations of Europe, 105.
Fascist dictatorships, seek colonies to
provide them with raw materials
for war, 19.

Fascists, seek to overthrow the French

Republie, 23.
Fat-reducing preparations,
avoided like poison, 96.

Federal anti-lynching law, would soon

wipe out the erime of lynching, 82.
Federal Reserve System, could be easily

) tiansformed into a Central Bank,
94,

Fillmore, Millard, facts about his reli-
gious beliefs, 41.

Finger, Charles J., wrote Lost Civiliza-
tions, 83.

Fisher, Dr. Ronald Aylmer, presents a
problem with no known solutien,
118, 114,

Floyd, William, proves that Bible advo-
cgtes aggression and exploitation,
65.

Won prize offered by the Kev. Holmes,

should be

66.
Ford Motor Company, its net profit
for 33 years, 26.
Granted Soviet Union right to use its
processes and patents, 29,
Foreign investors, holdings of in the U.
S., b6, b1.
Formal education, is it an essential for
intellectual pursuits, 109, 110.
France, a summary of its political sit-
uation, 4.
Its working class recognizes
menace of Faseism, 28,
Will it become Communist or Fasec-
ist, 23.
Ma}g be facing -a violent revolution,
23.
Its “folded arms” strike was orderly,

the

Comment on its “stay-in” strike, 46.

Free press, is essential in the fight

against Faseism, 81.

Freethought, is gaining ground in sec-

tarian colleges, B8.

French government, respected
. right of the strikers, 46.
Aide in plans for ereetion of statne

to Thomas Paine, b3, b4.

French Radical Socialists, hold the bal-
ance cf power in France, 22, 28.
French strikers, how their tacties differ-
ed from those of Italian Commu-

nists, 45, 46.
Conducted themselves
worthy digeipline, 486,

every

with praise-

Were careful to avoid illegal meas-
ures, 46.
Furnas, Dr. C. C., wrote The Next Hun-
dred Years, 51.
Fury, an estimate of, 43, 44.

“Gaga,” meaning of, 21.

Garden Home Company, offers unclear-
ed land at a high price, 90.

Garfield, James Abram, facts about his
religious beliefs, 42.

Gasoline, U.S. consumption of in 1935,

Generalizations, a list of commonly ac-
cepted ones, 13.

George Washington—The Image and the
Man, depicts Washington as a real
human being, 102.

German Jews, are not “pouring” into the

U.S., 106. .
German-Soviet war, can it be avoided,
112,
Germany, its armament factorieg are

humming, 17.

Its “prosperity” is an illugion, 17.

If its rearmament ceases, its economy
will collapse, 17.

Its textile industry is at the point
of ruin, 18.

Tts “labor front” is merely a tool to
enslave the workers, 26.

How its policieg differ from' those of
the U.S,, 31. ’

Insists that its exchange students be
Nazis, 48.

Consists of one of the most mixed
stocks in Europe, 65, 66.

What is the status of its literature
since the advent of Hitler, 69.

Ts almost devoid of gold, 104.

Is unable to get a loan from Great
Britain, 105.

Gilbert, Mort and E. A, wrote Life In-
surance: A Legalized Racket, 108,
Gold, statistics of world production, 36,

13

87.
Amount of held by various countries,

31.

Reasons for increase in production
of, 37.

Is always subject to governmental
confiscation, 44.

Tts price compared with that of plat-
inum, 101. '

Will be an important factor in & war
between Germany and the Soviet
Union, 104. :

Goldberg, Dr,
Exposed, 27.

Golden Riile, examples of among dif-
ferent nations of antiquity, 83.

Good literature, is the flower of jour-
nalism, 10.

Grant, General U. 8, ordered Jews ex-
pelled from the Department of
Tennessee, 28.

His father was a cotton smugeler, 28.

Facts about his religious beliefs, 41,
42

Isaac, wrote Mussolini

iGreat, hritain, ity national debt ig larger
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than that of the U.S. 79.
Made loan to the Soviet Union, 104,
Great writers, have also been great
journalists, 10.
Green-Lewis controversy,
of, 108, 107.
Gunther, John, agserts there is no fact-
ual evidence of -Hitler’s homosex-
uality, 92.
Hagan, Dr. W. A, gives facts about lay-
ing ecapacity of hens, 50.
Haldeman-Julius, E, his of
journalism, 10,
Outlines his methodg of thought 10,
11,
His attacks on Hitler regime are fact-
ua] rather than “venomous,” 17.
Advises a voter, 33.
Was not impressed by The Trail of
the Lonesome Pine, 42, 43,

a discussion

opinion

Issues warning against Socialist
“leaders” who are promoting farm
cooperative, T7.

Outhrsnes A Hlstory of the World Since

191

Wdl[lb agdmst promoters who scheme
to exploit cooperative movement,
89.

Letter to Clarence Senior regarding
Ameringer’s land-selling scheme,
89, 90, 91.

Is glad to be known as a “knocker,”

His experience with
athy” fakers, 93.
Letter to Governor Landon protest-
ing against libel on Jews, 99, 100.
Doleoszn’t care much for child actors,
Places Charles Laughton first among

movie actors, 106.

Refuses to act the part of a family
doctor, 109.

Charges §1 for persona] answers to
questions, 112, 113,

Harbord, General James G.,, denies U.,S.
payments to France for rent of
trenches, 60.

Harding, Warren Gamaliel,
his religious beliefs, 42,

His4 marriage was not a happy one,
6

Harlow, Jean, her beauty had a peculiar
effect on Paul Bern, 66.

Harrison, Benjamin, facts about his re-
ligious beliefs, 42,

Harrison, William Henry, facts about
his religious beliefs, 41.

Hartenstein, Arno, letter to E. Halde-
man-Julius, 84,

Hawaii, is being heavily fortified, 4,

Hayes, Rutherford Birchard, facts about
his religious beliefs, 42,

Hayward, P. A., gives data on timber
resources of the U.S., 50.

Hearst-Davies triangle, 2 dlscusslon of,

4,
Hearst, Wilham Randolph, has no right|.

to criticize the marals of others, 45.

“mental telep-|

facts about]:

Heiden, Konrad, wrote biography of
Hitler, 91,

Hen, its egg-production is increased by
domestication, 50.

Heredxty, a discussion of, 65, 66.

Is it more important than environ-
ment from the standpomt of - the’
life-span, 68.

Higher education, results in rellglous
skepticism, 058,

High school curricula, facts about, 48.

High school students, data on their
reading habits, b50.

Hillquit, Morris, his shoes are too big
for Waldman, 42.

History of the World Since 1918, how
it should be written, 86, 87.

Hitler, Adolf, will think tw1ce before
he defies Blum, 4.

His early “prophecies” were as ab-
surd as Pelley 8, 38.

Is he a “pansy,” 91,
May have had sexual relatlons w1th
women, 91,

The facts about his sexual hfe -are
disputed, 91, 92,
What are the facts about hls sexual
life, 91, 92.
Hag attracted thousands
sexuals to his cause, 92.
Was an alien before he came to pow-
er, 96.
Hitler and Mussolini, are giving aid to
the Spanish Fascists, 82,
When will they get the gate, 89,
“Hitler prosperity,” what it means, 17.
HOLC, has been amazingly successful,
5. .
Have its policies been sueccessfyl, 5.
Holmes, John Haynes, challenged: ‘state-
ment of Archbishop of York, 65. .
Honor graduates, live longer than
preachers, 11. ’
Hoover administration, had no respect
for eivil liberties, 46.
Hoover, Herbert C,, did he plan to smug-
gle gold out of the U.S., 80.
Facts about his religious beliefs, 42,
His campaign speech was a tissue of
. hypocrlsy, 46, 417,
Impotence, is sometlmes cured by chang-
ing mates, 66,
Its effect on character, 104.
Industrial unionism, how it works, 106.
Why it is opposed by some AF. "of L.
. oﬂiclals, 107.
Inflation, is it -possible in the face of a
huge gold reserve, 20.
Is not here yet, 20. .
How it may affect the small mvestor,
44,

Cof homo-

How can’ one avoid . its disastrous
effects, 44.

Inositol, may be basis of new super ex-
plosive, B52.

Insanity, chief causes of 72,

Ingecurity, is a logical result of the
workings of Capitalism, 8. - .

Interplanetary travel, difficulties of 86.
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Inventxon,ﬁtable of in the Soviet Union,

in a5,

“Jodine socks,” are a fake, 48.

Italy, its trade with its colomes was
always insignificant, 19.

Pours Fascist propaganda and agents
into the U.S.,, 110, 111.

Bring Italian boys from the U.S. to
indoctrinate them with Fascism,
111

I Write As I Please, the autobiography
of Walter Duranty, 95.

Jackson, Andrew, facts about his reli-
gions hehefﬁ 41.

Japan, how its scientific research com-
pares with that of the Soviet Un-
ion, 4.

Its birth rate is increasing, 25.

Its air force is weak, 105.

Japanese Emperor, correct pronuncm-
tion of his name, 5.

Jeofferson, Thomas, facts ahout his re-
ligious behefs, 41,

Jenking, the Rev. Burris A., denied that
Buddha was an Atheist, 20.

Jews, ‘do not control the Saviet Tnion,
36.

Are blamed for the drought and dust
storms, 79.

Have alwayg accepted the principle of
brotherhood, 83.

Jews and bicycle riders, are they to
blaime for all the world’s ills, 100,
101,

Jinsky, Hugo A,
snakes, b6.

Johnson Act, forbids loans to foreign
governments which have .defaulted
in debt payments, 98.

Johnson, Andrew, facts about his reli-
gioug beliefs, 41,

Joliot-Curie, Irene, named to French
cabinet post by Blum, 62.

Journalism, defined, 10. :

Journalists, should aspire to be sales-
men of the truth, 10.

Judicial branch, cannot pass on a law
until after it has been enforced,

gives facts about

78.
Kansas Cily elections, are a anativnal
disgrace, 32.

Kansas City Jewish Chronicle, refutes

. Father Coughlin’s “challenge” - to
the Jews, 84.

Kansas City Star, its editorial policy is
venomously reactionary, 15.

Why it supports Landon, 15.

It suppressed facts about the reli.
gious issue in the 1936 campaign,
71,

Kansas State Hospital, its superinten-
dent expressed anti-Semitism, 72.
Kansas State Teachers College, issues

publication containing a libel on the
Jews, 98, 99, 100.
Kauffman, George 8., did a good Job on
A Night at the Overa, 87.
Kiplinger Washington Agency, says that

Coughlin-Lemke lineup Iis a pro-i.

Landon maneuver, 108,
K.K.K. gangsters, were convicted by a
Florida court, .
Knights of Colnmbus “oath,” has Been
. exposed as a forgery, 99, 100.
Knopf, Mrs. Alfred A, describes status
of German literature under Hitler,

69.
Knox, Frank, how he broke a strike, 39.
Krick, Dr. Jerome J., asks advice on in.
surance, 108
Labor leglslation, in 1936 Socialist plat-
form, 7.
Landon, Alf, M., an estimate of, 13, 14,
Has long been a loyal supporter of
Capitalism, 14.
Deserves no credit’ for “balancing the
Kansas budget,” 14.
Has supported civil liberties, 14.
Is supported by the worst reactionar-
.~ jes in the nation, 14.
Was made governor'»’by the Kansuu
utilities and oil interests, 15.
Wears the boots of Wall Street, 15.

Is the spearhead of the nation’s
Fascists, 83, 84.

Would make relief a matter of loeal
charity, 34.

Seeks to save Capitalism without

spending any money, 34.
Refuses to explain or repudiate anti-

Semitic policy of Kansas State Hos-
pital, 71, 72,
Ignored cummunications from The

Daily Worker, 72.

His election would mean the triumph
of reaction, 76.

Has all the ear-marks of a DBabbitt,
92,

Letter to E. Haldeman-Julius prom-
ising investigation of The Techne
libel, 100.

Letter to W. A. Brandenburg con-
demning anti-Semitic libel in The
Techne, 100.

Landon, Mrs. Alf M., takes " dig at Mrs.
Roosevelt, 35.

Lang, C. A, comments on Gassaway’s
cowboy clothes, 44.

Is pralsed by E. Haldeman-Julius, 44.

Comment on efficiency of artificial
teeth, 98.

‘Comment on The Trail of the Lone-
some Pine, 101, 102,

. Praises Joseph McGabe’s estimate of
E. Haldeman-Julius and his work,

107, 108,

La Salle Extension Course, an estimate
of, 10.

Laughton, Charles, is he a box-office

attraction, 105. 106.

" Gave an excellent performance
Mutiny on the Bounty, 109,
Law of love, does it apply to the uncon-

verted, 65.
Lemke, William,
catspaw, 73.

in

is Father Coughlin’s

Lenin, was mnot an opponent of democ-
racy, 8%. k
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Held a dictatorship of the proletariat
to he a temporary expedient, 81
Letters, quotes General Grant’s order

expelling Jews, 28.
Leuba, Dr., shows that higher edueation
i-g results in religious skepticism, 11.
Wis, John L. it was absurd to call
him a Lenin, 86.
‘Advocates industrial wunionism,
Is supported by progressive olements
in the labor movement, 1086.
Lewis, Joseph, compiles list of eulogies
of Thomas Paine, b4,

Lewis, Sinclair, fears the advent
Fascism in the U.S., T4, 76.
Comment on Coughlin-Smith-Lemke-
Townsend combination, 74, 76.

Did not have Roosevelt in mind when
he created Berzelius Windrip, 97.
Life Insurance: A Legalized ‘Racket,
exposes the insurance business, 108.
Light-year, definition of, 80.
Lincoln, President Abraham, rescinded
Grant’s anti-Semitic order, 28,
Facts about his religious beliefs, 41.

of

Lippmann, Walter, oxposcd New York
Times’ mnews about the Soviet
Union, 94. '

Has become a time-serving hack, 95.
Living matter, can it be changed from
one form to another, 69.
Local governments, cost o:t' 38.
Loeb, Dr. Jacques, was a Materialist and
Socialist, 61,
London Economist, shows that colonies

are not essential to a nation’s econ-.

omy, 38,
Louisiana, makes it dificult for minority
party to get on ballet, 80.
Louis, Joe, was a brave, manly ﬁg'ure in
defeat, 28.
Proved he could take it, 23, 24,
His defeat does not prove superlority
of “Nordics,” 24.
Is made of the real champion stuﬂ’
24,
Louis-Schmeling fight, comment on, 23,
24,
Loulsvﬂle Daily
" Grant for his
28, :
Luce, Henry R., asks E. Haldeman-
Julius to commient on “The March
of Time,” 87.
Lynchings, are deplored by better class
of Southerners, 31.
Are largely confined to most Backward
seclions of the U.S, 3L

Democrat, criticized
anti-Semilic action,

Madison, James, facts about his religious

beliefs, 41.

Man, how Iong would his whiskers grow
in a lifetime, 52,

Margrie, William, defines Rational-
ism, 67.

Married persons, do they live longer
than single persons, 48,

Marx brothers, an estimate of, 87.

Masses, are led by shoddy thmkers 13.

Maternity cases, death rate in, 56.

106. |

Maternity Center Association, gives
statistiece on maternal decath rate in
the U.S., 56.

McCabe, Joseph, his claim of Buddha’s
Atheism "8 substantiated, 20.
Wrote work on religious ‘beliets of
U.S. Presidents, 40.

Comment on James Monroe, 88.

Would he write a detective story, 96.

Is a trustworthy guide to Lnowlcdge,
110.

McFarland, Spanky, is a talented little
actor, 102,

McKinley, William, facts about his re-
ligious beliefs, 42. -

Melnichansky, G., tells of progress of
invention in the Soviet Union, 1183.

Mencken, Henry L. comment on his
support of Landon, 92.

. Built his reputation by castigating

i the dumb booboisie, 92.

© His support of Landon is based on

‘ economic reasons, 92.

Why he opposes Roosevelt, 92, 93,

Metropolltan Life Insurance Company,
gives facts concerning relative
longevity of married and single

. per§ons, 48.

Gives data on death rate from sun-
stroke, 114.

Meves, Everett R. is unfamiliar with
real faets of science, 62.

Mickey Mouse, what are the reasons for
his popularity, 49.

Modern women, reject religious restrie-
tions on sex conduct, 59.

lonroe, James, facts about his religious

) beliefs, 88,

; Used his influence to free Paine from

1 French prison, 88.

Mora]xty, is being dissociated from re-
‘ligious sanctions, b59.

Morgan, C.F. H, wrote “The 0ld Order
Speaks,” 3.

Mortgage Bankers Association, makes
study of njnts, 69, 70,

Moscow News, gives figures on Soviet
crime conditions, 37.

Movie fans, voted against double-feature
shows, 102,

Movies, are inferior to the printed
21,

Movie stars, list of those having great-
est box-office value, 106.

Multiple births, statisties of, 21. .

Municipal governments, cost of in the
.5, b2,

Mussohm, is still a Tong way from being
the master of Ethiopia, 18,

: His claim of Italy’s need for colonies
-is exploded’ by . faets, 19.

Hasg spent over $1,000,000,000 in Ethi-
opia, 19.

Does he suffer from syphlhs, 217.

Feared Balbo’s growing popularity,

29,
Exhibited his
Badoglio, 29.

jealousy of General

word as a means of communication,
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His plan- to make himself King was
spoiled by Badoglio, 80.

Was forced to put General Badoglio
at the head of the army when his
own tools failed, 80,

Appropriates huge sum to propagan-
dize Fascism in the U.S., 110,

Mutiny on the Bounty, an outstandmg
picture, 109,

National Banks, must back their notd
si’?‘sue with government securities,

Nazi party, gets an enormous graft from
German “labor front,” 26.
Negroes, are not accurately portrayed
in The Green Pastures, 85.
Suffer more from sunstroke than do
white persons, 114.
News, leading types of, 68, 69.
New Soviet Constltutmn, is a tremen-
dously important document, 15.
W111 be a great force for democracy,

Prov1des for two national legislative
bodies, 186.

Provides for a seeret ballot 16.

Outlaws the fomenting of racial and
national hatreds, 16.

Guarantees the right to own personal
property, 16,

Provides = important of

guarantees
civil liberties, 16.

A summary of its provisions, 16, 17.(

Provides .sanctuary for foreign polltv
ical refugees, 17.
Its ratification will mean a long for.
ward step for humanity, 17.
Chiefly sponsored by Stalin, 26, 217.
How does it compare with the u.s.
Constitution, 82..
Is its trend toward Capitalism, 88, 89.
Newspapers, how they apportion theu'
space, 22,
Night baseball, brings out bigger crowds,

Oberlm College, a brief summary of its
religious history, 58, 59.

Old Guard, made unfoundad charges of
communistic tendencies against So-
cialist party, 6.

Its defection will not serlouslv injure
the Socialist party, 42.

Osman, F. J., comment on Father Coug‘h-
lin, 108, 109.

Paine, Thomas, will be honored in Parig
by erection of a statue, 53.

Eulogies of, b4.

Was one of the world’s greatest lib-
erators, b4.

Quotations from, 54, 55.

His partisanship was
103.

His writings were born of *“dust and
grime,*” 103.

Was a highly effective revolutionary
propagandist, 103.

Facts about his marrlage, 103,

Had no love affairs, 108. .

Was he impotent, 108.

praiseworthy,

‘Political

Elements of his character, 103.
Panama Canal, how much business does
it do, 104..
Panvrama of American Ilistory, . quota-
tion from, 40.
Patents, facts about them, 66.
Pelley, William Dudley, has a mania for
prophecy, 37.
Claims to have “talked w1th God,” 38.
An example of his “prophecxes,” 38.
Blames Jews for drought and dust
storms, T9.
Will probably blame Jews for Cali-
fornia earthquakes, 79.

‘Pierce, Franklin, facts about his reli-

glous beliefs, 41.
Pin-ball machines, their payoff is based
on chance rather than skill, 50, bl.
Pay even less than slot-machines, 51.
Platinum, its price compared with that
of gold, 101.
sectarianism, must
aside in time of crisis, 77.
Polk, James Knox, facts aboul his reli-
gious beliefs, 41.

Polygamy, does it result in better off-
spring, 58. ‘
Pope Pius XI, does he qualily as a

“Pacifist,” 47.
Receives copies
speeches, 77.
Preachers, their 10ngev1ty due to high

standard of living and freedom from
occupational hazards, 11.
Printed word, is still the greatest me-
dium of communication, 21.
Problem, one with no known solution,
118, 114,

be put

of all Coughlin’s

’Professxonals, reasons for high propor-

tion of childless marriages among,
53.

Public forums, number of in the U.S,
21.

SubJects most frequently discussed m,
21, 22, -

‘Puhtzer, correct pronunclatxon of, 6.

Questions and Answers, review of 30,

31. :
Are “attractive, stimulating, and val-
-~ uable,” 81.

.Race, is largely a matter of environ-

ment,

Radical press, deserves, and needs sup-
port of the working clasges, 43.
Radical Soacialists, may be compared to

New Dealers, 4.

“kRadio, is: inferior to the printed word

as a means of communication, 21.
Radios, number of in- the U.S, 20, 2L
Radio time, cost of, 57.

Railroads, what speed do they make

between Chicago and California, 49.
Rationalism, definition of, 67.

Reading, is the key to self_educatmn,

110.

Real estate promotion, how it will be
tied in with the cooperative move-
‘ment by wunscrupulous promoters,
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Relief, insurance, jobs, in 1936 Soclal-
st platform, 7.
Religion, declines as science advances,

Religious propaganda, must be presented
in a serious manner if it is to be
effective, 84,

Rents, are they headed upward, 69, 70.

Republican Convention, ignored sugges-

tions of American Civil Liberties
Union, 47.

Review. of Reviews, tells how newspa-|,

pers apportioh their space, 22. |
Result of its poll on question of Ger.
man-Soviet war, 111, 112,
Riffraff, is motivated by a Fascist psy-
chology, 44.
Robinson, Senator Joseph, defends law-
IV%SS behavwr of Arkansas landlords,

Rockets, will they be wused to explore
outer . space, 86.
Their possibilities are heing thor-
oughly investigated, 86,
Roehm, Captain, was a confessed homo-
sexual, 92.

Roman Catholir Churceh,. does lt advo- b

cate Pacifism, 47, 48,
Why it opposes the New Deal 76.
Has always supported the worst forms
of. Capitalism, 75.
Seeks revenge on Mexlcan govern-
ment, 80.
Always marches hand in hand with
Faseism, 82,
Has compromlsed on the questlon of
birth control, 96.
Roosevelt famlly, an estimate of, 39.
Roosevelt, Mrs, Franklin D,, takes an in-
gglhgent interest in pubhc aﬂ’alrs,
6.

Roosevelt policies, receive approval in
nation-wide poli,

Roosevelt, Pres. F. D, hls present and
past attitudes towards armaments
compared, 4, §.

His posmon is slightly left of cen-
ter, 33,

Does not lean towards Fascism, 33.

His attitude and policies compared
to Landon’s, 84.

Does not interfere with personal lives
of his wife and children, 39.

Was made the victim of a slanderous
story, 39, 40.

Facts about his religioys beliefs, 42.

What would his defeat mean, 45,

Is he our 31st or 32nd President, B5.

Has saved millions of victims of Gap-
italism, 73.

Has been as radical as the people
would permit him to be, 73, 74,

Is planning a super-cooperative move-
ment, 74,

Is attacked by the most vicious ele-
ments in the nation, 75.

His administration alded dictatorlal
regime in Cuba, 76.

Is-a bulwark against the menace of
Faseism, 76.

Could not “sell out” to Communists
‘and international bankers at the
same time, 77!

Did: not build up a debt of $35 000,-
000,000, 78, .

Has not “betrayed” the American
people, 81.

- Offended MencKken by trylng to enforce
labor laws against newspapers, 92,

Did he inspire Sinclair Lewis’ Ber-
zelius Windrip, 97.

Is opposed by all the forces of reac-
tion and Fascism, 109.

Roosevelt, Theodore, facts about his re-
ligious beliefs, 42,
Rothschild, Richard, wrote Three Gods
Give an Evening to Politics, 81.
Roysseau, was an over-sexed genius,
104.

Sales tax, is a tremendous burden on the
consumer, 80.

Sanctions, had an amazmg effect on

Italy’s foreign trade, 4

San Francisco bridges, accident statis-

ties of, 19. -

Schmeling, Max, was knocked out by a
non-Aryan, 24.

School Life, lists number - of public
forums in the U.S,, 21.

Science, is the only means of gaining
. reliable information, 12.

: ASome of the prob]ems it has yet to

solve, b51.

Must be the basm of modern life, 52.
Can transform  the virus of one-dis-
ease into another, 69. N
Easily duplicates “mlracles” of the

Bible,
Finds new way to keep bread fresh,

Scientific fact, definition of, 12.
Scientific method, requires imagination,

Scientific thinking, how it may be
achieved, 10, 11, 12, 138,
Scott, Charley, is now a “liberal,” 14.
Scribner’s, Charles Sons, published Dar-
row’s Story of My Life, 36.
Seldes, George, quotation from his
Sawdust Caesar, 27,
Service, Robert W., is now living in
France, 64.
An example of his recent poetry, 64.
His poetry has a wide appeal, 64.
Was interested in problems of Free-
thought, 64.
Deseribes his life in France, 64, 65.
Has had a picturesque career, 65.
Sex, holds many bafiling mysteries, 66.
Shady promoters, how they will exploit
the cooperative movement, 71.
Shaw, George Bernard, rejects immor-
tality, 67.
Shaw, Roger, tells how impending Ger-
man-Soviet war can be. avoided, 112.
Shorter work week, is favored by a large
majority of Amerlcans, 29,
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Siamese twins marriage, comment on,
82,

Sinclair, Upton, is an emotional think-
er, 11. .
Mad:a, erroneous assertion concerning

longevity of preachers, 11.

His opinions on religion carry no
authority, 11. .
Smaller nations of Europe, have in-

creased military budgets to meet
Fageist threat, 106. .
Small moter car, cost of on basis of
weight and horsepower, 109.
Smith, the Rev. Gerald L. K., is as men-
acing as Coughlin, 74.
Asked his audience to lynch hecklers,

74.
Is a potential Hitler, 80.

Plans to organize Fascist bands in}.

the U.S., 80.
Would use Fascist hoodlums to break

up Socialist and Communist meet-|

ings, 81 . .
Snail, amount of time it would require
to travel a mile, 47,
Snakes. can they poison themselves or
cach other, 56. .
Socialism, is the only solution of the
economic problem, 9. L
Is it at variance with the principles
of biology, 60, 61. .
Best preserves freedom of experi-
mentation, 62. A
Hae attracted best brains of scien-
tific world, 62. . L. -
Socialist leader, how he victimized his
followers, T1. )
Socialist partv. comment on its 1938
convention, B. .
Rejected proposal to pool campaign
with Communists, 6.
Its program is far superior to that

of Communists in meeting needs of

American people, 6. L
Limits its program of socialization to

key industries, 6. .
Its 1936 platform has a strong. civil

liberties plank, 6. .
Tts 1936 platform -declares.  against
© - snecialization of small farms, 7.
Summary of its agricultural program,

7.

Would curb the usurpations of the Su-
preme Court, 7,

Anti-war plank of its 1936 platform,
7, 8.

Wh’y it does not receive support of
the masses, 9.

What is its attitude toward the Town-
send plan, 79.

Has always advocated - old-age pen-
sions, T9. . ;
Should investigate Ameringer’s

scheme, 90, .
Socialist party platform, outline of, 6,

7,8 9.
Indiets both the Old Deal and the
New Deal, 8, 9.

Charges New Deal with violation of

civil liberties, 8.
Shows . the causes of crises under
GCapitalism, 8.
Condemns armed insurrection, 9.
Warns workers to be on guard against
fascist violence, 9, 10. -
Socialists, how they voted on Roose-
velt policies, 25.
Admit that Capitalism was a neces-
sary step in social evolution, 60,
An outline of their arguments against
Capitalism, 60, 61, )
W(i;ih to s#ve the
Are the true expohents of peace, 63.
Do they favor the idea of a central
bank, 72,
Do they hold that Roosevelt’s policies
make for a dictatorship, 85. -
Are they fighting Roosevelt and Lan-
. don equally, 109.
Socialization, cannot be achieved with-
- out ‘aid of a strong people’s party
and press, 9.
Socialized medicie, in 1936 Socialist
platform, 7.
Southern States, do not have highest
death rates from sunstroke, 114,

good in Capitpli\sm,

Soviet Union, how its scientific re-
search compares with that of
Japan, 4

Its new Constitution sets an example
in democracy, 15.

Now leads the world in wheat pro-
duction, 18.

Its dictatorship is voluntarily abdi-
eating, 27.

Manufactures a replica of the Ford
car, 29,

Protects Jews against anti-Semitism,

Ranks second in
tion, 386.

Hsés'l had marked decrease in crime,

A discussion of its attitude toward
dissenters, 45

Is justified in sternly

“White Guard,” 45.

Has treated Socialists: with great bar-
barity, 45. .

Is ready to accept the principle  of
democracy, 45.

‘SBhould use The Green Pastures as
ggmt of its anti-religious campaign,

Its banks pay interest on deposits, 98.

Obtains hnge trade eredit from Creat
Britain, 104,

Is conserving its gold against Ger-
man- war threat, 104. °

Is rapidly expanding

forees, 105. :

Has made immense strides in avia-
tion, 105,

Its fliers established new non-stop
record, 105. :

Has a large force of tanks, 105,

Takes care to avoid even appearance

yvorld gold produe-

suppressing

its military
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of foreign propaganda, 110.
Would be favored by Americans in a
war with Germany, 111, 112,
Does it encourage inventions, 113.
Stands fourth in number of applica-
tions for patents, 118.
How it handles apphcatlons for pat-
ents, 113,
Respects foreign patent rlg'hts 113.
Encourages the patenting of inven-
tions, 118,
Spain, is in the grip of a death struggle
between the forces of  reaction and
progress, 81, 82,
getting ready to Dboot out the
priests, 81, 82,
Future of its labor depends on out-
come of the present civil war, 101.
Its labor has been ground down for
centuries, 101, }
Spanish Fascists, have tried to knife
the Renubllc, 82,
Have massacred thousands of hberals’
and radicals, 82.
State gasoline taxes, amounts collected
in 1935, 89.
State governments, cost of, 36.
Stauffer, Oscar, a Kansas Hearst whol
works for Landon, 14.
Steel workers, are being organized by'
Lewis and his supporters, 107, ;
Steiner, Framnklin, has collected great;
mass of data on religious beliefs]
- of 1I.8. Presidents, 40.
Wrote The Rehglous Beliefs of Our:
Presidents, 70.
Comment on The American Rational-:
ist Annnal, 70.
Stock Exchange Bulletin, gives figures,
on world gold production, 36,
“Stranger than Fiction,” makes ‘erron-

Is

eous statement about Communist|
candidates, 97, 98.

Stratosphere, compared with atmo-
sphere, 57, i

‘Qtratosphere flight, scientific results of,
57

Stream-lined trains, establish new
speed records, 49.

Students, number reeceiving =aid from]
federa] government, 69.

Sunstroke, facts about its incidence ini
the U.S., 114.
Swedish Cooperative Union, statistics
of its sales and membership, 25.
Taft, William Howard, facts about his
relxg‘lous beliefs, 42

Talmadge, Governor Eugene, condemns
social security program, 8.

Taxation, in 1986 Socialist platform, 7.

Taylor, Zachary, facts about his relig-
ious belicfs, 41.

Teeth, artificial and natural c¢ompared
from standpoint of efﬂciency, 26.

Telephones, number of in world, 49.

Term insurance, is it to be preferred
to other forms, 108.

The Annalist, gives data on use of
electricity in the U.S,, b7.

85.
{ The

| The New York Herald Trlbune,

The Autobiography of a Madame, a com-
panion book to The Autobiography
of a Pimp, 70.

The Autobiography of a Pimp, is praised
by a reader, 70. )
The Birth Control Review, gives facts
on abortions in the U.S, 52, 53.
Camden Courier, printed letters

from Everett R. Meves, 60.

The Country Doctor, an estimate nf 92.

The Daily Worker, exposed- anti- Semitie
policy of Kansas State Hospital, 72.

The 8%reen Pastures, an estimate of, 84,

The

Its movie version was not laugh-pro-
voking, 84.

A comedy of primitive mmds, 84,

Makes  religion appear ridiculous and
chlldlsh 84.

It might have been
" ‘Atheists, 84.

Gives a false impression of Negroes,

sponsored by

Hollywood Reporter, reports on
questionnaire coneerning box-office
value of movie stars, 105, 1086.

‘The Journal of the American Medical

Association, gives figures on death
rate of U.S. doct‘ors, 52.
Kablegraim, gives - definition ' of
“electrically transcribed,” 58.

“’I‘he3 March of Time,” 2 eriticism of,
7.

The New Républic, gives facts about
Communist party in the U.S., 70.

com-
rr;ents on Coughlin’s anti-Semitism,

The

The New York Times, its reports of the
early days of the Soviet Union were
grossly inaccurate, 94.

The Next Hundred Years, outlines
tasks for science, F1.
“The Old Order Speaks.,” a poem, 8.

The Religious Beliefs of Our Presidents,
will be issucd by Haldeman-Julius

Publiedations, 70.

“The Star Spangled Banner,” non-mili-

taristic version of, 53.
The Survey, made study of mortality in
Cincinnati, 68.
The Techne, printed article libeling
Jews, 99.
Gives no hint that its anti-Semitic
statements are false, 99,
Quotes from discredited Protocols of
the Elders of Zion, 100.
The Trail of the Lonesome Pule, AN ese
timate of, 42, 43,
Should have been turned into a bur-
lésque, 43.
The Truth Seeker, was first to publish
an American Rationalist Annual, 70.
Things to Come, an estimate of, 85
Its appeal iy decidedly adult, 85.
Thinking, is a comparatlvelv recent de-
velopment in man’s evolution, 18.

This Week, quotation from, 56.

Thomas, Norman, comment on the Un-
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ion party, 76.

His attitude towards Roosevelt and
Landon, 75, 76.

Objects. to' some of Roosevelt’s xe-
actionary advisers, 76.

Chief points-in his indictment of the
Roosevelt administration, 76.

Is able to see the good in his oppon-
ents, 76.

Called attention to Coughlin’s incon-
sistent position on Townsend plan,
7. :

Criticized Townsend plan before Cleves
land Convention, 79.

Was booed and hissed by Townsend-
ites, 79.

Objects to sales tax feature of Town-
send plan, 80.

Predicts that Townsend plan would
result in inflation, 80.

Asks the Rev. Smith a pointed ques-
tion, 80.

Charges Coughlin’s opposition to
Roosevelt bused ovn his refusal to
interfere in Mexico, 80.

Thunder, extreme distance at which it
can be heard, 29.

Time, makes inflated claimg for its “The
March of Time,” 21.

Todd, Lawrence, denied having called
Roosevelt a Kerensky, 86. .

Toleration, has been forced upon. Chris.
tians by the seeular-minded, 67.

Topeka State Journal, prints spurious
Communist “oath, &) 89,

Dusts off old.yarn about Trotsky's
having worked in Girard, 112.

Tornado, average size of, 28.

Townsendites, resent criticism of thelr -

plpe—dream 9.
Townsend Plan, is shot through with
bunk and lunacy, 79.

Is not consistent with Capltahst econ- |

omy, 80.
Trotsky, was never West of the Hudson
River, 112.

Troyanovsky, Alexander A., denies thatj..

Jews control the bov1et Union, 36;

Explains racial policies of the Sov1et
Union, 35.

Hag serupulously refrained from in-
terfering with internal atfairs of the
U.sS., 86.

Did not call Roosevelt a Kerensky;
Lewis, a Lenin, 86.

Tyler, John, facts about his religious
beliefs, 41.

Tyranny of the Left, is it the only an-
swer to a tyranny of the Right, 82.

“Uncertain inference,” what it means,
114.

Union party, is a stooge for Landon and
Wall Street, 33. i

A discussion of its origins and aims,
72, 78.

Was promoted by Hearst and the
American Liberty League, T3.

Is part of a reactionary conspiracy
to elect Landon, 73.

Its chief purpose is . “to, . get Roose-
velt,” 75.

Its plank on money 1llustrates char-
latonry of Fathor Coughlin, 03::

U.S., makes record-breaking' appropria-
tions for armaments, 4.

Its basic defense problem. consists of
defending its two ‘coasts, B&.

Gets its greatest volume .of mews
from the White. House, 26.

Is it.in . the same class with Hitler’s
Germany,. 81..

Is one of the few countrles ~whieh per-
_mit terrorization of labor by stnke-—
breakers, 32.

Has largest stock of gold, 37.

Farm population of, 89, .

Does: it face a tim:ber shortage, b50.

Its maternal death rate is too high,
56.

Tota] monetary circulation of, 69.

Is menaced by a gang of fasclst dema-
. gogues, 81,

Does not compele with' Canada in the
wheat market, 95. .

Available waterpower of, 114.

U.S. army, did it pay rent for its
trenches in France, 60,
U.S. aviation, how it compares with

foreign aviation, 5. .

U.S. Ceongress, its. power to regulate
money .is limited by exlstence of .a
pprivate banking system, 94.

U.S. farmers, number engaged .in out-
side part-time employment, 25. .

Net income per famlly, 111.
‘Gross income, 1909-1934, 111, .

U.S. Fascist organizations, source

their revenue, 26, . .

U.S. fire losses, for 1935, 29.

of

| U.8. gold reserve, is- double the amount

of paper money in circulatien, 20.
Can always be used as an alternatlve
to inflation, 20.: -
U.S. government, -does not ptomote
Jynching and racial hatred 21,
Cost of, 36.
Does its debt threa:ten the namonal
credit, 38, .
Its debt compawd with that of Great
Britain, 38.
Should it establlsh a super univer-
sity, 49, 50.
How it is helping students, 69.
Its per capita national debt compared
to that of Great Britain, 69,
Will it lend money to finance a new
European war, 98. .
U.S. hospitals, number
treated in annually, 72,
U.S. national anthem, should be revised
to eliminate glorification of war, 53.
U.S. national debt, how it will be paid
off, 38, 39.
Is it the largest in history, 78.
Could be tripled and still be no larger,
proportionately, than that of Great
Britain, 79.
U.S. national parks, list of, 19,

of patients
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Are ideal recreation spots, 18.

U.S. Presidents, what their administra-
tions cost, b.

How many were lawyers, 21. y

Professions of, 21.

Should they have a six-year term, 27.

Were any of them guilty of anti-
Semitism, 28.

Political affiliations of, 80.

What were their rellglous beliefs, 40.

How many had military rank, 47,

Number who worec - college graduates,
and colleges of, 48.

How many were Masons, 57.

U.S. press, why does it ignore service
charges of banks, 8.

Has always been biased in its treat-
ment of the Soviet Union, 27,

Iz largely unprogressive and capital-
istie, 71.

Ignores propaganda of Fascist gov-
ernments, 110,

Constantly harps on - Soviet ‘“propa-
ganda,” 110,

U.S. Supreme Court, ages of members
of, ‘100,

U.S. War Department, its plan for mili.
tarizing the country has mnot been
accepted by Congress, 32,

University degree, ‘is not an' infallible
sign of an educated person, 110,

University of Minnesota, offers corre-

spondence ‘course ‘in accounting at|

low price, 10.

Van Buren, Martin, facts abOut his Te-
ligious beliels, 41,

Vegetables, can they be produced w1th-
out soil,

Venereal dxseases, could be wiped out
by spread of knowledge, 53.

Vierling, Dr. Otto, comments’ on - E,
Haldeman -Julius’ editorial policy,
17,

Virginia, why it is ealled “the Mother
of Presidents,” 50.

Voltaire, was not highly sexed, 104.

Wage scales, of the leading natmns of
the world, 101. -

~Waldman, Louis, is suﬂ’ermg ‘from a
Jehovah complex, 42,

Wallace, Alfred Russel, a great sclentlst

who was an early Socialist, 61,
Washington, George, facts about his re-
ligious beliefs, 40.
His “Prayer for the United States”
is a forgery, 40,
Left money to found a government
university, 50.
" 'Was no plaster saint, 102.
Waterpower, amount available
C o US, 114,
Weeds, annual loss from in the U.S,
70

in the

Wells, H. G., must take a back seat for

) Joe E., Brown, 85.

Wesley, Dr, Edgar B., proposes. that the
government establish a super-uyni-
versity, 50.

Wheat, which country is the greatest
producer of, 18,

White House, furnishes the U.S. with
" its greatest volume of news, 26.
White, William Allen, is a bundle of

goo and sentimentality, 14.

Williams College, refuses to accept
German “exchange student, 48.. -

Wilson, Woodrow, facts about his  re-
ligious beliefs, 42.

Winrod, the Rev, Gerald B, charges that
Jews dominate the Soviet Union, 35.

Women, percentage of blondes and red-
heads, 68.

Woodsworth J. 8., seeks complete na-

tlzonahzatlon of the Bank of Canada,

Woodward, W. E., wrote George Wash-
mgton—The Image and the Man,
102.

Comment on Thomas Paine, 103.
World, political and geographieal di-
. vision of, 69.

Work: relief, statistics on, 40.

WPA, classification of its employes;
10

Number of skilled workerg among its

employes, 107,

Wycoff, R. Tyson, wrote “The Semlte

as the National Socialist Sees Him,”

100.

Ziolkovsky, K. E. made important dis-
eovery -about rockets, 86.
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