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Questions and Answers

How has the speed-up worked in
the cigarette industry?

In 1931, 25,000 workers turned
out 53,000,000,000 cigarettes. Two
years later, only 21,000 workers
were employed and thcy increased
production to 117,000,000,000 cigar-
ettes. Meanwhile wages fell from
$727 to $613 per year.

® L *

Communists everywhere outside the
Soviet Union fight imperialism but
what becomes of this policy when
such agitation interferes with Rus-
sia’s foreign policy?

‘When the French Foreign Min-
ister, Pierre Laval, negofiated at
Moscow the Franco-Russian mutual
pact of non-aggression, on May 15,
1935, he explained to Stalin his
problem gt home, where the Com-
munists were opposing an increase
in military service and armaments.
The French Communists were in-
nocently enjoying the illusion that
they were furthering the world
revolution. You can imagine their
surprise when they learned that
Stalin, the man on the flying trap-
eze, with the greatest of ease, sent
word to them, through g formal
statement to Laval, that “Stalin
understands and fully approves the
national defense policy of France
in keeping her armed forces at a
level tequired for security.” This
means Stalin wants the French
Communists to stop agitating
against French Imperialism’s mili-
tary increases. Thus do we get more
evidence of Russia’s attitude to-
warndg the world proletariat. There
wouldn’t be anything wrong about
this, under Capitalism, if Stalin
took his gtand frankly in the name
of Capitalism, which thrives on
militarism, but to do this in the
name of Socialism and the world
revolution is to offer the toiling
masses just one more betrayal.
Stalin is disarming his French
Communist followers, which ends
once for all Communism’s interna—

tionalism and puts Russia right
alongside the other imperialistic
nations. Now, if Russia and its Com-—
munists will only stay there hon-
estly, we can endure the mess, but
if they are to do it with a new
barrage of “revolutionary phrases”
we will have to take time off for
another sick f}pell at‘the stomach.

Back in the old days you used to
print an occasional puzzle, which I
always appreciated. Why not slip
one in now and then?

Here’s g good one that’s been
giving New York headaches. Walter
Lippmann needed 20 minutes to
hit the answer. A newspaper editor
needed six minutes. I'm passing this
little teaser on in the hope that its
workers will keep time and let me
know what it was, including the
answer, and how they reached it.
The puzzlc: .

“The king wished fo choose
the wisest man in his country
as Premier. To do so, he told
three of his wisest: “I’'m going
to Dblindfold you and paint cir-
cles in red or blue on your
foreheads. When the bandages
are removed, if you see a red
circle anywhere, raise your
right hand. When you have
figured out the -color of your
own circle, lower the hand, and
the first to do that will be my

Premier.” The king then blind-

folded them, painted three red

circles, allowed them to see
again, watched the three hands
go up, and then saw the hand
of Mr. Z. descend. How did Mr.
Z know his*cir-c}e w;as red?”

Can a Socialist echo the Commun-
ists and advocate violence?

The Socialist party has clearly
stated that “if is incompatible with
membpership in the Socialist party
to advocate a‘rme‘g iniumection.”

*

Is the movie industry a liberal or
reactionary force? :
While there are g few liberal or
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radical individuals in Hollywood,
the movie business is a conserv—
ative, reactionary, orthodox, and,
in some of its aspects, a militar—
istic, fascistic propaganda machine.
The pictures lend themselves to
every scheme and trick for the pro-
motion of militarism and imperial-
ism, using all the old slogans of
Preparedness for Peace,” but being
in essence a force for navalism and
militarism . along the most approved
Hearstlan patterns. Politlcally, the
industry is always on the side of
the reactionaries, ag was shown
when the movie magngtes support-
ed conservatism and slandered
Upton Sinclair. :

In the world of ideas, Hollywood
is invariably safely orthodox. In
books, pamphlets, a few magazines
and in lectures one will find ac-
cess to heterodoxy in religious dis-
cussions, but in the movies I'm yet
to meet up with even a hint of
Freethought and candid, honest
views on religion and church in-
stitutions. According to the stand-
ards of Hollywood, the priests,
preachers and rabbis are all men of
God, who speak only sacred truths,
who work tirelessly and unselfishly
for the spiritual good of humanity.
When an unbeliever is pictured, he
is usually g drunkard, a liar and a
crude vulgarian, ready to smash
idols and spit on life’s most sacred
things. That’s Hollywood.

A sweatshop employer, who
doesn’t want his scab shop turned
into g unlon shop, never announces
that he opposes unionization be~
cause he wants to make more
profits out of his employes. No,
that would be too crude. He is al-
ways for the “American plan”’—
true Americanism. The K. K. K.
didn’t ride up gnd down the coun-
try to terrorize those who held
different views from their corrupt,
mereanary, maniacal leaders. Oh,
no, it was “100 percent American-
ism” they were organized to further.
And the same goes for these movie
Fascisls. They hide under pretty
words like “true Americanism,” but
underneath the mask one sees g de—
nial of America’s libertarian tra-
ditions.

% % £

What was the outcome of the suit

on the Protocols in Switzerland?

The so-called Protocols of the
Elders of Zion were distributed by
Nazi sympathizers in Switzerland
and caused Jews there to file suit
for slander. After a long trial, in
which an independent court heard
millions of words of testimony from
both sides, those charged with cir—
culating the slander were found
guilty of using a “false gnd obvious
plagiarism” which was “immoral
because they (the protocols) propa-—
gated hate against part of the
population.” The decision was
handed down at Berne on May 14,
1935. The defendants were fined.
Friends of justice and fairness
should track down the circulators
of the Protocols wherever they are
used to injure an innocent people.
There isn’t the slightest doubt that
such court actions would result in
convictions against those who are
using these exposed “documents” in
countries like England and the
Uniteq States. A Canadian court
has already . decided one case
against anti-Semitic users of the
notorious fnrgerie;s.

*

What effect will Russia’s new policy
of military alliance with capital-
istic powers have on the Commun-
ist ideal of world revolution?

The Soviet Union now has an
agreement with France which pro-
vides for mutually helpful warfare
in case either power is attacked.
Thus, if Germany were to make a
stab at Russia’s western border,
France would have to attack Ger-
many from the west, or if Germany

struck at Prance, Russia is com~-

mitted to marching towards Ger-
many. If there were such gn event-
uality, what would the Commun-
ists outside Russia do? That's an
interesting question, and it’s amus-
ing to watch the Communist jour-
nalists squirm when they discuss
the matter in such official organs
as The Daily Worker. If the Com-
munists of France were to strike at
France from the rear, they would
be injuring Russia’s chances of
winning the war with Germany. In
Teply to this, the Communists jesu~
itically claim they would always
fight French imperialism regardless
of time or place. But they surely

i
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realize that their own Fatherland,
the Soviet Union, has established
an accord with French imperialism,
when it agrees to fight in France’s
support should that powerful coun-
‘try be made the target of Hitler’s
new conscript army. You can't
play both sides at the same time.
You have here a case of Russian
foreign policy which says “we will
help. an  imperialistic power
in order to save our own skins,”
and you have the Communist fol-
lowers in countries like France say-
ing they are opposed to imperialism
~and would crush it at the first op-
portunity. The bhest time to strike
at an enemy is when he is fighting
someone else, and if France’s Cap—
italism is fighting Hitler’s Fascism,
that would be the logical time for
the French Communists to deliver
a blow at their own enemy at home.
But here the pope of the Kremlin
would rush to the aid of French
Capitalism, for 3 French army en-
dangered from the rear would give
Germany g free hand to put Russia
out of whack. So what? If Com-
munist’ publicists and politicians
were completely candid they would
frankly admit they have chucked
thc idcal of a world revolution
overboard, otherwise there could
never have been a military alliance
with French imperialism. The
treaty does even more. It not only
abandons world revolution but, in-
directly, helps maintain French
Capitalism. If France were to go to
war with Hitler tomorrow it would
find the Soviet Union opposing the
French Communists who might
want to stab their government in
the back while it was fighting in
the field. Stalin would, in so many
words, say that gny attempt to take
advantage of the international war
situation would be a hindrance to
Russia’s plans. All of which means
that Russia has firmly settled down
to a policy of taking care of its
own hide, regardless of what hap-
pens anywhere else. That explains
why Russia agrees to fight for
France should 'Germany send an
army towards the west. Yes, Com-
munists, when put to the test, are
as sordidly commercial a8 the worst

imperialist.
* * L

What is your opinion of Bryan?
The William Jennings Bryan who
used his energies to gag science in
states like Tennessee was g clown
in the eyes of the intelligence of
the world. But that was towards
the end of his career. During the
time he was our Secretary of State,
before Wilson got us into the World
War, Bryan wa$ the most unpop-
ular man in the country, to read
the newspapers of that time, but
an examination of his record and
what he said and did should con-
vince the most skeptical that he
was the only genuine patriot in
Wilson’s cabinet. He was right from
first to last. Bvery stand he took
was consistently for peace and
good-will. Had he remained in this
high office he might have saved us
from entering the stupid struggle
between equally guilty imperialists
and militarists. He resigned only
when he realized that Wilson and
Col. House were setting the stage
for our entrance into the European
blood-bath. Bryan honestly wanted
to keep his country at peace, and,
because his policies were all aimed
in that direction, he was made to
endure jingoistic press attacks that
are without equal in the history of
the nation. His common sense out—
raged the militarists, who wanted
blood and thunder. When American
lives were lost in torpedoed ves—
sels in the war zone, Bryan calm-
ly and properly advised Americans
to stay away from such danger
spots. When the Lusitania was sent
to the bottom of the sea, with 143
Americgn lives lost, Bryan had the
courage to tell the war-mad pa-
triots that the Lusitania had car—
ried 4,300 cases of ammunition, and
as such, under the rules of warfare,
was a legal target for the sub-
marines, ‘however one might be
against war and bloodshed in prin-
ciple. When the Morgan interests
first started to sell British bonds to
Americans, to keep the British war
machine oiled up, Bryan put his
foot down, and it was only when
Wilson overruled him that the
Morgan bank was able to begin
supplying the British imperialists
with hundreds of millions of Ameri-
can dollars. Bryan saw that such fi~
nancing was unneutral and would
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inevitably force us into the war.
And so on. Step by step Bryan fol-
lowed a foreign policy that was
sane, correct, intelligently idealistic
and guaranteed to keep us out of
the mess that European diplomats
had cooked up. Bryan was certainly
wrong on many religious, scientific,
educationa] and political subjects,
but he was completely right in his
diplomacy, judging him from the
viewpoint of the best interests of
the common people at home.
* * »

You, with your long-standing ad-
miration for Eugene V. Debs,
should remember that he was al-
ways a he-man type of Socialist,
revolutionary to the core, ready to
lead into action at a moment’s
notice,

Fugene V. Dehs, in 1912, when he
was candidate for President on the
Socialist ticket, found it necessary
to let the country, particularly the
party’s membership, know where
he stood on the question of whether
or not the workers should depend
on political action. He issued the
following statement:

“I am opposed to all forms
of violence, and that is why I
am opposed to capitalism. I am
opposed to sabotage and ‘direct
action.’

“I have not a bit of use for the
‘propaganda of the deed.” These
are the tactics of anarchist in-
dividuals and not of Socialist
collectivists,

“My chief objection to all
these measures is that they do
violence to the clase psychology
of the workers, and cannot be
successfully inculcated as a
mass doctrine. To the extent
that the working class has pow-
er based on class-consciousness,
force is unnecessary; to the
extent that power is lacking,
force can only result in harm.”

L * ]

I notice that the ancient libel of
“ritual murder” still persists among
anti-Semites. Has there ever been a
court case based on such a libel?

In Winnipeg, Canada, the Can-
adian Nationalist, published by the
Canadian Nationalist Party, a
Fascist and anti-Semitic organiza—

tion, distributed, in January, 1935,
an issue containing a wvile article
by one A. 8. Leese, from which I
quote:

“It is an established fact that
ritual murder is practiced by
Jews and there gre scores of re—
corded cases.

“However unpleasant it may
be, Aryans should realize that
this pestilentia] Jewish nation
has attained its present world
power largely through the
great British people. The Jew
is essentially different from the
Briton; the same Jew who will
smile gnd fawn upon you when
he wants something from you
will injure you chccrfully if it.
suits him. No Aryan can have
the slightest gocial contact with
Jeﬁgs without detriment to him-
self.”

This libel was taken before the
King’s Bench, at Winnipeg, by a
local Jew, Willlam Tobias. The
publishers of the libel were then
placed on frial before Justice
Montague, who, on February 13,
1935, decided against those who had
joined in disseminating the foul lie
of ritual murder. The Judge’s de-
cision said:

“The court doth order and
adjudge that the defendant,
Whittaker, his servanis and
agents be perpetually restrain-—
ed from further continuing
writing, printing or causing to
be printed, eirculating, distrib
uting, or otherwise publishing
the libel on the Jewish race and
those professing the Jewish
creed contained in the issue of
the Canadian Nationalist, Vol.
IT, No. 6, referred to in the
statement of claim or any sim-
ilar libels injuriously affecting
those belonging to the Jewish
race or professing the Jewish
creed.”

There’s nothing to prevent Jews
in the U. 8. from filing suits against
the scwer-rats of the Rev. 'Winrod
type who publish brutal, contempt-
ible lies. Their motive is clearly
malicious and should be met by
proper legal action. American Jews
daren’t repeat the tactics of the
German Jews, who refused to take
Hitler's anti-Scmitic - lies seriously
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until it was too late. Had the Ger-
man Jews fought back with every
honorable weapon, they might have
succeeded in keeping Hitler from
taking power. Those who live in
civilized countries like the U. 8.
should be ever on the alert. “Etern—
al vigilance is the price of liberty,”
may sound hackneyed, but its truth
can’t be que‘stion.ed. .
&

T've read several of your comments
on the political situation in Canada,
and wonder if you have given con-
sideration to the fact that Social-
ism isn’t acceptable at this time
because the country is still some-
what primitive in its industrial
set.np. It will have to go through
further capitalistic development
before the principles of socialized
industry will mean anything.
Your idea about tne state of
Capitalism’s evolution in Canada is
held by many people, but it hap-
., pens that the notion is at complete
variance with the facts. What isn’t
generally known, even among some
otherwise informed people, is that
Canada Is, iIn many respects, more
monopolistic than the U. 8. If
anything, Canada is even more
ready for Socialism than the U. 8,
though the latter is, in all con-~
science, rotten-ripe for the change.
Canada’s industries are concenh-
trated in the highly developed East
and the far West. In between lies
the great farming country. Reliable
autharities point out that 50 men
control 97 percent of Canada’s
wealth, through interlocking direct—
orates and financial control of
Canada's banking system, which 1s
in itself almost a complete monop-
oly. There are only 10 banks re—
maining in all Canada, the various
communities being served, or rather
exploited, by an elaborate system
of branch banking. This condition
of financial inler-relationship en-
ables a mere handful of men to be
masters of Canada’s economie, in-
dustrial and finanecial life. The
farmers are also exploited by this
small group through the banks’
control of the large credit organi-
zations. Monopolization and trust-
ification have made tremendous
strides in Canada, which account
for the ready acceptance heing

given to the radical solutions pro-
posed by the C. C. F.
* L] L ]
As a Canadian voter, I'm beginning
to see the folly of supporting the
Conservatives and Liberals and
want to help bring Socialism into
being. Is the C. C. F. a real Socialist
party?

The Cooperative Commonwealth
Federation, which is only three
years old, is a coalition of intelli-
gently radical labor, farmer and
Socialist groups and organizations.
It is making real progress and is
putting a scare into the old parties.
In fact, it is expected that the
Conservatives gnd Liberals will
merge in order to keep the C. C.
F. from winning. If they do, it will
be a good thing, for it will mean a
line-up on the issue facing Canada
—the producers versus the explolt—
ers. The gims of the C. C. F. are ex—
pressed in its own literature, as
follows:

“To replace the present cap-
italist system, with its inherent
injustice and inhumanity, by a
soclal order from which dom-
ination and exploitation of one
class by another will be elim-
inated, in which economic plan—
ning will supersede unregulated
private enterprise and compe-
tition, and in which genuine
democratic self-government,
based upon economic equality,
will be possible.”

The program pravides for a cer—
tain amount of socialization im-
mediately in transportation, power
and banking, with complete Social-
Ism as the ultlmate goal.

‘A strong member of the Con-
servative party, W. G. Ernst, is pre-
dicting unity between his party
and the Liberals, to fight “the com-
mon menace of Socialism.” He
sees the handwriting on the wall—
a struggle between the forceg of
Socialism and Capitalism for power
in Canada. The C. C. F is glad to
see the issue come to g head. Tt is
out to win.

‘When the Federation held its
first meeting in Calgary, in western
Canada, in 1932, it worked out a
program that was intended to ap-
peal to both the farmers and in-
dustrial workers. A represeuntative
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national convention was held a
year later, in Regina, where the
original program was endorsed and
expanded. This second meeting cov—
ered all of Canada, from Montreal
to Vancouver, while the first was
composed mainly of westerners. In
elections since the Regina conven-
tion, the C. C. F. has been hitting
aleng at g fine clip. In the Pacific
Province of British Columbia, the
C. C. F. is now the second party,
the official opposition to the Liber-
als who now have the government.
In the middle western province -of
Saskatchewan, the C. C. F. elected
five members in the provincial
election, in June, 1934. Here also
the C. C. F. became the second
party. Only one member was elect—
ed in the Province of Ontario, the
center of reaction and conservat-
ism. The C. C. F. will enler the
campaign in every section of Can-
ada in the election which must be
held in 1935. It sums up the great
fight with this simple declaration:
“The C. C. F. is 3 federation
of organizations whose purpose
1s the establishment in Canada
of a Cooperative Common-
wealth in which the principle
regulating produection, distribu -
tion and exchange will be the
supplying of human needs and
not the making of profits.”

The newness of the C. C. F. is
something of an asset, for it is able
to present its mass radical move-
ment without the prejudices that
were aroused by the old, and with
the program expressed in language
that means something to the people
of the Dominion, instead of re-—
peating foreign radical phrases that
leave the average person be~
wildered.

* * *®
I am a native-born American, of
Rumanian Jewish parentage. As a
child and young man 1 recall the
numerous stories my parents told
me ahout anti-Semitism in Ru-
mania. Are eonditions as bad today?

For more than 50 years, Rumania
enforced severely discriminatory
laws against the Jews, there being
2566 anti-Jewish laws to keep a mi-
nority in virtual subjection. The laws
were directed nominally against
“aliens,” but ag the Jews were not

permitied to enjoy the rights of
citizenship, these “allen” laws were
applied exclusively to Rumania’s
Jewish population. Anti-Semitic so-
cieties, led by ruthless demagogues,
kept the fires of racial hatred
burning. Premier Bratiano used the
full powers of his government to
compel something llke 250,000 Jews
to live restricted lives. After the
World War, when Rumania’s terri-
tory and influence expanded, its
Jewish population grew to 1,000,000.
It was only when the present king,
Carol, mounted the throne that
systematic efforts were made to dig
up the poison weeds of anti-Sem-
itism. It was a_slow, hard struggle,
but King Carol insisted on his Tib-
eral policies, even going so far as
to compel the police to discourage

‘and crush every manifestation of

anbi-Semitism., Today, one slill
finds a certain amount of anti-
Jewish propaganda and action in
Carol’s country, but it must be
borne in mind that such piropa-
ganda jig conducted without the
formal approval of the government,
as was the case when Bralianoc was
premier, and, affer his death, when
his two sons wielded g great meas—
ure of power, Rumanian Jews claim

1that full crédit for their improved

economic and political positions
must go to King Carol.

& & &
Do the people in our Pacific coast
states still entertain anti-Japanese
feelings?

Ten .years ago, many persons in
California, Washington and Oregon
were gnti-Japanese, but this was
because of the steady baiting of the
anti-Japanese Hearst press and
politicians who wanted political
advantages through mass hysteria.
But reliable reports have it that
this anti-Japanese propagands is
leaving the people cold. Recently a
newspaper reporter, interviewing 56
citizens, taking them as they came,
and asking them how they felt
about 5 war with Japan, found
them unanimously against such a
crime. In addition to expressing
anti-war sentiments, more than 50
percent of the persons interviewed
criticized our government for order—
ing itg 1935 naval maneuvers so far
west. The peaple on the Pacific

N
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coast know that a Japanese atfack
is impossible. They speak, as though
of one mind, against war. On the
other hand, reports from accurate,
unprejudiced sources in Japan
agree that the people over there
feel the same way, that a war be-
tween their country and the U. S.
would be dumb, unprofitable and
wholly destructive. But they also
have their jingoistic elements—the
army-navy crowd—that kecp yell-
ing for war on Uncle Sam, while we
have the same elements in this
country that are trying to whip up
sentiment for a stupid war with
Japan. If the decision can be left
to the people of both countries,
pcace will continue.
* *® L

France would want Belgium., Where
would it stop? The proposition I8
too inane for serious consideration,
were it not for the appalling fact
that a great country is being ter-
rorized by a mad degenerate who
is bent on “rescuing” people better
off without him.
L J * *
Does Hitler’s persecution of non-
Aryans include the Japanese?
Hitler has forbidden the inclu

sion of the Japanese in Germany’s
restrictions on  so-called non-
Aryans. This was done in order to
help make possible 5 German-Jap-
anese alliance with the aim of war
on the Soviet Union. Hitler hopes
to gtrike from the West and take
the valuable Russian Ukraine while

It's pretty lhard to get around Hit—-| Japan strikes from the East and

Jer’s argument that it’'s Germany’s
right to rescue the German popula—
tion of Awustria, Czechoslovakia,
Poland and the Russian Ukraine,
Do you accept the justice of that
position?

Such gnh argument, if put into ac—
tion, can mean an endless series of
wars, and nothing else. The fact
that Germans went to foreign coun-
trieg and settled there to raise large
families is no reason for Hitler
“rescuing” them, which means an-
nexing the land they occupy. If
such a policy were justified, what
would be the result? There are
millions of Germans in Wisconsin,
Ilinois, Pennsylvania, OChio, New
York and other states. Would we
tolerate for one second any attempt
on Hitler’'s part to “rescue” them
by annexing part of our country?
‘I'he question is too ridiculous to
deserve a serious answer. The sgme
question, applied to the lands you
mention, can be answered only in
the same firm negative. If Germans
do not like to live in a foreign
country they can return to Hitler’s
heaven. That would be their right.
But there would be neither sense
nor justice in their wanting the
might of Germany to subdue and
take over the countries in which
they happen to be living. Grant
Hitler’s position and we would find
Mussolini searching the world for
Italians to “rescue.” England would
want to “rescue” the United States.
Spain would want Spanish Ameriea.

takes an immense slice of Siberia.
The Japanese will repeat their ad-
venture in China, where they put a
puppet emperor on the Manchukian
throne. It is claimed that the Jap-
anese, on taking eastern Siberia,
would install a Romanoff as czar.
However, such a plan would not be
as simple ag it sounds. Japan would
find herself far from her base of
supplies, with a line of communi-
cations threatened by millions of
Chinese who are aching for a
chance to drive the Japanese out
of their country. Communism is
strong in 'Ching and might become
victorious if Japanese imperialism
were to gttempt to control eastern
Siberia. Besides, the Russiang are
powerful in the East, where they
are maintaining a great air fleet,
the plan being to raid Japan from
the air (the return trip takes only
six hours) and reduce Japan’s
flimsy cities to ashes. Japan’s air
force is weak, and even if it had
one as strong as Russia’s it would
not be effective because of eastern
Siberia’s few cities and towns. It's
a falr bet that Russiag could whip
Japan in the East. But in the West
the situation would %be serious,
especially if Poland were to join
Hitler in the attempt to steal the
Ukraine. Russian diplomacy has
met this problem, though by no
means with a sure solution, through’
its recently signed mutual assist—
ance pact with France. Should Hit-
ler gnd the Poleg strike towards the
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East, France would bc bound to
strike Hitler from his western
‘border. It is not clear what positions
Italy and England would take in
such a conflict. All of these capital-
istic countries hate Russia’s eco-
nomic policies, but they fear Hitler
more. Homosexual Hitler will strike
without warning, gnd unless France
keeps its bargain Russia standg to
lose a great section of territory. If
Hitler could be held off another
three or five years the Russians
would be strong enough to deal
with the Germans in the West as
they are now strong enough to dis-
pose of the Japanese in the East,
but it seems as though Hitler isn’t
going to let the Soviet Union have
a breathing spell of that duration.
Hitler’s problems and difficulties
are numerous, not the least of them
being the economic situation at
home where everything is going
from bad to worse. It is expected
that Hitler would rather go down
in a militaristic “blaze of glory”
than permit his regime to be kicked
out by revolution at home. Rumors
of war fill the air; soon the world
will see the beginning of war itself.
It will be terrible beyond the power
of words to dsscrl‘be. .

One is naturally shocked at the
reports from Nazi Germany, where
Fascism uses force and violence to
terrorize opposition, but it is grati-
fying to reflect that such things are
uniikely to happen in this country.

That’s a very pretty thought, but
I'm not ready to accept your as-
sumption. Not only can such things
happen here—they actually do.
Here is a press report from New
York City, which tells of an attack
_on May 16, 1935, that looks like a
" scene out of Hitlerland. Michael
Califano, Italian artist who has
painted g5 number of anti Nazi can—
vasses, was attacked by three Nazi
hoodlums, and after being tied to
a steam pipe saw these thugs go
methodically about the crime of
cutting his paintings to shreds.
These works of art, insured at $25,~
000 and worth probably four times
as much, were destroyed because
Califano had painted and publicly
shown one especially impressive
picture that was called “The Ig-

nominy of the 20th Ccntury,” which
portrayed Hitler and a brown-
shirted mercenary pillorying Pro-
fessor Albert Einstein. Nazi-ism re—
sorts to force and violence wher-
ever it shows its ugly head. If the
newspapers were accurate in their
report of what happened to Cali-
fano, we are given g hint of what
may be expected should the ideas
and methods of Hitler grow strong-
er in this country, though I feel
confident that such hoodlumism
will have g harder time getting es—
tablished in this country than was
the case in Germany.  Germany
knew only a few short years of cul-
tural and intellectual freedom of
expression during the life of the
Republic (which Hitler murdered),
but in this land there is 3 tradi-
tion of free speech that goes back
for a century and g half, If the
Califano incident is authentic, it
should serve gs g lesson to those
who believe i£1 rei,l freedom.
*

Please comment on Madame Chiang
Kai-Shek’s article, “New Life in
China,” in the June, 1935, Forum.

This American—-educated Chinese
is the wife of General Chiang Kai-
Shek. They both are Christians,
The madame’s job seems to be of a
propagandg nature, writing articles
for well-known American maga-
zines, lauding her husband’s work
as dictator of the Nanking reac-
tionary government, He is leading
what is known as the Kuomintang,
which once represented Chinese
revolutionary sentiment of the great
revolutionist, Sun Yat-sen. What
began ag g great libertarian move—
ment degenerated, shortly after
Dr. Sun’s death, into a government
of tyranny, terror, persecution, rob-
bery and militarism.

To read Madame Kai-Shek’s ar—
ticle, with its sweet drippings of
rotarianism and (Christian piety,
one would picture her and her
Methodist (or ig it Baptist?) hus-
band leading the Chinese lambs—
200,000,000 of them in the territory
ruled by the General—to the sweet-
ness and light of 3 Wednesday
night prayer meeting. But, alas, the
facts tell g bitter story. Her hus-

band, whom she pictures as a sec—.

ond Jesus come to save Ching from

i

Ay
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banditry and Communism, is one of
the bloodiest murderers in history.
At the head of 2,000,000 soldiers,
General Kai-Shek has murdered
millions of workers (he gnd his wife
call them Communist bandits) in
order to make China safe for Jap-
anese, British and other foreign
imperialism, the exploitation of the
landless peasants, the enslavement
of the workers, and the collection
of perhaps $200,000,000 per year
from the opium traffic, now a mo-
nopoly of General Kai-Shek’s gov-
ernment.

The madame says nothing about
- opium in her sweet, tender article.
Such a subject would be too un-
pleasant for refined ears. It is only
the Communist “bandits” in China
who are really fighting the-opium
traffic. Raising opium in territory
controlled by the Communists 1S
punishable by death. In General
Kai-Shek’s territory anyone caught
even expressing sentiments against
the vice of oplum addiction is be-
headed. That’'s the difference be—
tween the “Communist-bandits”
and Madame Kal-Shek’s Christian
husband.

Under the guise of “curing” the
opium cvil, General Kai-Shek has
made opium g state monopoly. In
order to “wipe out” the evil, he col-
lects about $200,000,000 yearly in
taxes from this vice.
purchase or sell opium through il-
legal channels are taught respect
for the lofty principle of Christian
idealism by being beheaded, but
those who buy and sell through the
regular, legal channels are protect—
ed. Thus does the Nanking govern-
ment get vast revenues to buy mu-
nitions to crush the Communist-
led peasant revolts and keep its
own millions of natives doped with
opium and thus immune fo the
temptations of revolutionary action.

It happens that opium is one of
the world’s easlest problems to
handle. There isn’t a government
in the world that couldn’t wipe out
the opium traffic in g few years.
But it thrives, because it’s profit-
able—a big business that pays
enormous dividends. It ig difficult to
handle the liquor problem, because
the materials used in the manu-
facture of intoxicants are innocent

\

Those who

fields of grain or grapes, but in the
case of opium, there’s only one way
to raise it and that’s through erops
of poppy. The fact that there are
millions of acres in Ching given
over to poppies proves the Nanking
government of Genera] Kai-Shek is
a party to the opium traffic, for
such fields could be outlawed in a
few months, with their visible crops
plowed under. But instead of plow-
ing under crops and forbidding fu-
ture planting, the government sub-
sidizes the crops, squeezes out the
opium juice and sells to its natives
the materia]l for one of the worst
destructive habits that human flesh
is heir to. Of course, Madame Kai-
Shek has nothing to say about this
sordid matter. It’'s so much nicer
and more Christian to talk about
Chinese idealism while her hus-
band and his tools sow the seeds of
corruption and degeneracy.
* % %

As a Socialist and a Swede, who
has lived many years in the U. 8.,
I am delighted to learn that my
native country now has a Social-
ist premier. What are some of the

 practical benefits Sweden thas en-

joyed because of its strong Social-
ist movement?

Sweden’s condition, despite the
world crisis, is growing better al-
most daily. Because of g long record
of socialistic cooperative societies,
government ownershi of great
utilities, powerful Socialist-led labor
unions and a policy of sound
money, Sweden finds itself in the
enviable position of having its
budget balanced, which is no mean
achievement in these days when the
most capitalistic governments are
going into the red by the billions
of dollars.

The economic section of the
League of Nations has issued a re-
port on Sweden, which shows that
this country—one of the most civ-
ilized in the world—is showing the
rest of the world how to get out
of the depression. The level of in-—
dustrial activity is now higher than
it has been since 1920. Unemploy-
ment has been reduced, in 1935, to
a mere one percent of the working
people, which is the best showing
made since 1920. To give one an
ideg, of what this means, Sweden
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found it necessary to appropriate
only $40,000,000 for unemployment
relief, during 1934, but half of this
money still remains in the public
treasury unspent. No increase in
taxation was needed to balance the
budget, and the national debt has
been reduced to the amaszingly low
figure of $10,000,000.

The Socialist-led cooperative
Societies are doing a tremendous
business, with a sales volume, in
1933, of $91,000,000, as against $38,-
000,000 in 1918, and $7,000,000 in
1912. It is estimated that about 40
percent of the country’s wholesale
angd. retail trade is done through
these cooperative societies.

Sweden’s coopergtives also are
engaged in housing projects, there
being about 15 percent of the pop-
ulation nuw living in cooperative
houses, Through the influence of
these cooperatives and the regular
Socialist party, Sweden developed a
system of government-owned elec—
tric plants. Rural electrification in
Sweden now leads the world, there
being electrical facilities for three
out of every four farm homes. These
government-owned  plants  dis-
tribute their power through 4he
consumers’ cooperatives. When it
was found that the Swedish sub-
sidiary of our General Electric Cor-
poration wag charging the public
3T7c¢ for a 25-watt electric light bulb,
the eooperatives got into action and
built their own bulb factory, with
the result that the private com-
pany cut its price immediately to
22¢ per bulb, but the cooperatlve
product, trade-named “Luma,” was
offered at 20c each, and guaran-
teed to burn 500 motre hours than
the product of the private corpora-
tion. Another cooperative grinds
grain for a bakery that is also
owned by a cooperative, and both
are among ©weden’s large busi-
nesses. Another cooperative went
into the business of making tires,
rubber shoes and galoshes.
Galoshes, for example, now cost 65
bercent less than the usual article,
with wages as high as those which
prevail in the private plants. Dur-
ing 1933, the cooperatives manu-
factured commodities worth $20—~
000,000 in their own factories. The
record shows numercus advantages

to both workerg and consumers.

Compare this situation, in a So-
cialist-led country, with that in
Germany, where Hitler, when he
stole power in 1933, destroyed the
great cooperatives and confiscated
their treasurieg and other assets, in
order to return their business to the
private, capitalistic interests who
hated the idea of Socialist compe-
tition.

In this country we put our falth
in simon-pure Capitalism, so that
the cooperative movement while it
is here, lags, compared with what
is being done in countries like
Sweden. We producers and con-
sumers seem to prefer a system
which shows growing concenbra bion
in industry, so that the latest in-
formation reveals, in 1935, that 200
corporations, with a directorate of
only 2,000, control almost 40 per—
cent of the industrial activities of
the U. 8. We're just too smart to
learn from g lot of Swedes. But we’ll
get around to it when the facts
sink in.

* * #
As a Canadian, I want to know if
we have a censorship of liter‘ature.
Please comment.

You, like millions of other Cana~—
dians, don’t realize that you are
compelled to endure a form of cen~

| sorship in some respects as bad as

that found in Italy or Germany.
The only difference I can find be-
tween the Buropean and Canadian
models is that yours Is secret. But
it works just the same. The censor—
ship operates mainly with a view to
keeping literature from entering
Canada. The gystem functions at
the demand of the Catholic Church,
which is too strong in Canada for
the health of civilized culture and
the free exchange of ideas. ’
The authorities, obeying the dic-
tates of the Catholic Church, give
the impression to those who make
inquiries that they devote them-
selves to keeping pornography from
gaining admittance, but the way
the censorsfhlp works out in prac-
tice is to keep any kind of literature
“offensive” to the Church, and
Canadian politicians anxious to
obey the wishes of the Churech,
from entering the sacred domains
that must be held pure and unsul-
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lied. All of which means that Cana-| obscene. Frederick Engels’ Social-

dlan censorship operales (o keep
out ideas—books on economics, his—
tory, Catholicism, gnd even science.

That able and courageous mem-
ber of the Canadian Parliament, J.
8. Woodsworth, who, of course, is a
Socialist and leader of the Cooper~
albive Conunvnwealth
keeps picking at the authorities on
this grave censorship issue, and
though he hasn't been successful
thus far in breaking the grip of
the priests, it is safe to gssume that
once he and his fellow—Socialists
get control of the government an
end will be put to Canada’s med-
levalism. On February 27, 1935, Mr.
Woodsworth directed the following
quelstion at the Postmaster Gen-
eral: .

“What books, with titles,
authory and publishers, are at
present on the list of those not
permitted to pass through the
mails?”

The Postmaster General, Mr.
Sauve, answered:

“It has always been consid-
ered that to publish listg of
publications, the transmission
of which has been prohibited in
the Canadian mails, gives them
undue advertising, and to that
extent defeats the purposes for
which they are prohibited.”
Canadians who still believe in

freedom should study those words
carefully. First, note that Canada
hag a censorship. Second, the cen—
sors do not feel obligated to even

let a prominent member of parlia— .
| their senses. .

ment know what kind of bocks they
are censoring. It happens lhat I
already know many of the titles of
books kept out of Canada, soIdo
not wonder that Mr. Sauve keeps
his silence. The fact 1is, he’s
ashamed to list the books for fear
of earning the laughter of Canada’s
intelllgent people, of whom (here
are many.

You Canadians who look down on
Ttalian and German Fascism might
be surprised to learn that early in
March, 1935, the Commonwealth, a
weekly published at Vancouver, B.
C., was denied the right to import
a. copy of Fred Henderson’s A Case
for Socialism, which even a Cath-
olic priest will have to admit is not

Federation, !

ism, Utopian and Scicntific is also
barred from Canada. So is ‘Scott
Nearing’s A Warless World.
Through court cases, it was learn-
ed, at Winnipeg, that the following
titles were on the Canadian index
of forbidden books: Fragments
from Science, by Tyndal; First
Principles of Soclology, by Herbert
Spencer; Howe's The Theory of
Banking; Ancient Society, by Pro-
fessor Lewis H. Morgan, one of the
classics of anthropology; The Mi-
kado and other plays, by W. 8. Gil-
bert; The Origin of Species, by
Charles Darwin; The Unsocial So-—
cialist, by ‘Bernard Shaw; Mlle. Fifi,
by De Maupassant. The works just
listed in this paragraph were chal-
lenged in a court case shortly after
the war, when Canadian censorship
reached its most absurd heights.
Since then conditions haven’t im-
proved, but the authorities have
been clever enough to practice cen-
sorship without the necessity of
publicity. And Canadians like to
speak of their democracy! o
The Truth Sccker Compgny, in
New York City, can’t ship into Can-
ada its Bible Comically Illustrated,
Heavenly Discourse, and the anti-
Catholic books listed in its cata—
logue. Other publishers can tell
stories equally startling regarding
the brazen behavior of the Cana-
dian censors. Canada will not be a
free country until it breaks the grip
of the Catholic Church. I believe
Mr. Woodsworth and the C. C. F.
can do it, if the voters will'come to

* *®
Please comment on the Catholic

.Church’s claim that Birth Control

is a worse evil than war.

Joseph McCabe answers this ar-
gument by calling attention to the
tact that the Catholic Church helps
Dictator Mussolini fight Birth Con—
trol with g view to helping him
build larger armies.

#* * *
Piease comment on the May, 1935,
article in Current History praising
the fascist record in Italy.

The article you refer to is by
Howard R. Marraro, who is connect—
ed with the Italian Department at
Columbia University. which means,
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of course, that the “boost” for Mus-|

solini is nothing more than paid
propaganda, because, as every in-
formed person knows, Italian Fasc-
ism’s publicity work among Ameri-
cans is being done from this uni-
- versity. It is disgraceful of Presi-
dent Nicholas Murray Butler to
permit this great institution to be
prostituted to the ends of a murd-
erer and egomaniac like Mussolini,

To rcad this grticle, one would
imagine that Italy’s 42,000,000
people were living in paradise. A
study of his “facts” almost leads
one to hope for the destruction of
democracy and the installation of a
dictator in the White House—al-
most, until onc looks 3 little closer
and sees what shoddy stuff can
Serve g Fascist propagandist.

For example, we are told that
Mussolini has increased the aver-
age consumption of tobacco, per
capita, from 19.11 ounces per year
in 1913 to 22.89 ounces in 1932.
Fancy that! What with increases-in
population and the spread of the
tobacco habit among women, we
actually find that Italians are
smoking almost four ounces more
eich year. Utopia has been achiev-
e

During 1932, not counting cigars
or cigarettes, we in the U. S. A.
consumed 347,279,000 pounds of
plug, twist, fine cut, pipe and snuff
tobacco, which is almost three
pounds per capita, or almost 48
ounces. In the same year, we de
luded believers in democracy smok-
ed 4,382,723,000 large cigars, 278-
748,000 small cigars, and 106,632,~
434,000 cigarettes. (Our consump-
tion of cigarettes, in 1913, was 15—
555,608,000, which was only about
one-seventh of what we burned up
in 1932.) On the basis of popula-
tion, our 1932 cigar consumption
was about 373 cigars per person,
while cigarettte consumption was
about 853 per capita. Cut these
figures to one-third, which com-
pares with Italy’s population, and
you get g picture of what Mus-
;:Jolini’s pitiful 22.89 ounces amount
0.

Mussolini’s propagandist then
boasts about Italy’s position in the
use of automobiles. We learn, to
our gmazement, that Italy getually

had 464,888 motor cars in 1932,
against our 23,000,000. Italy’s entire
inventory of motor cars just about
equals one month’s production of
new cars in the land that is cursed
by democracy and political freedom.

After this great showing in to-
bacco and motor cars (others are
about as impressive), we are ready
to forgive Mussolini his loss of 832,~
200,000 lire in foreign trade (ex-
ports), in 1933, as compared with
1932. The first nine months of 1934
showed an adverse trade balance of
1,830,800,000 lire (a lire is worth
about 8c).

The article then boasts about
Italy’s solution of the Church and
Statc problem, but what this rcally
means is that Faseism, by surrend-
ering a part of its guthority to the
Pope in order to maintain Musso-
lini in his dictatorship, slipped Italy
back 500 years. It is g “solution”
that spells reaction.

Says our author: “If there have
been limitations of liberty, the
Italian people accept them be-
cause they appreciate their neces-
sity and finid them to be not the
caprices of an autocrat but essen-
tials in the building of a more
prosperous and happy nation.” .

There are several points in this
sentence that demand explanation
from Prof. Marraro. Is there any
evidence that Italy is reconciled to
its loss of liberty? Have the people
ever had anything to say about
their- destroyed liberties? If they
favor their economic and political
slavery, then why must Mussolini
deny unofficial Italy the right to
speak, print or meet? Why is every
fifth person in Italy a paid spy?
Why do Mussolini’s mercenaries
murder and persecute and exile
those who do not believe in his
policies? Mussolini’s propagandists
should have the decency to admit
that Mussolini rules because he has
terrorized the population into ac-
cepting his organized banditry.

The best answer to this rosy
picture of a people being led to
“prosperity” and “happiness” is to
be found in Mussolini’s own speech,
delivered on April 28, 1935, in Rome.
“I know you well,” he shouted to
15,000 hearers. “I know you are not
looking for g comfortable lifie.”

ok
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Surely, Italians gre like other people
—Slavs, Yankees, John Bulls, etc,,
who frankly want life to be decent,
and even comfortable. I've never
yet heard of a people that delib-
erately preferred to lead uncom-
fortable lives. Continuing, Mussolini
said: “Therefore, I announce to you
the approach of a hard period
which will engage all the force of
the Italian people ....”

Prof. Marraro ought {o know that
Mussolini would not ask his victims
to tighten their belts another notch,
if he had really brought them to
“prosperity” and “happiness.” The
facts are altpgether different. They
show worse misery, and gloomier
prospects.

] *
What is semantics?

‘The. word “semantics” refers to
the science which studies the evo-
lution of language,

#* i *®
What is your opinion of the screen
stories of Damon Runyon?

He is an expert in the knack of
writing about people who never
lived, who say things that never
were said, who do things that never
were done, in a world that never
existed. )

+ s @
Please compare strength of Social-
ists and Communists in Denmark.

The latest election was for the
rura] councils, in which the Social-
ists received 145,717 votes, while the
Communists gollid only 821,

L ]

Current History, for May, 1935, con~

tains an article on Italy which
says: “Thus all indices . . . uni-
formly show that the standards of
living of the Italian people have
improved from 1913 to the present.
This improvement is particularly
marked during the 12 years of the
Fascist regime, and it has not been
interrupted by the world economic
erisis.” Please comment.

I have already given some atten-
tion to the amazingly inept state-
ments made by Howard R. Marraro
in the article from which the read-
er quotes gbove. Fascist propaganda
is hard at work in this counfry;
paid spokesmen of Hitler gnd Mus-
solini are doing their utmost to give
the American public a rosy picture

of their authoritarian states. But
rosy pictures soon turn drab and
bleak when one gets access to re-
liable information.

The above statement from Prof.
Marraro’s article is in striking con-
trast with the information that
comes from honest sources. I have,
in the past, given g great deal of
space to Italian economlic dala, all®
of which contradicts Marraro’s at-
tempts to show Fascism as a suc-
cess. Additional information now .
comes through a thoroughly reli-
able source. I refer to an article by
Joseph B. Phillips, Rome corre-
spondent of the New York Herald
Tribune. In the April 29, 1935, issue
of that newspaper, Mr. Phillips
writes: )

“Just a year after Premier

Benito Mussolini announced
that he would reduce the cost
of living in Italy as compensa-—
tion for a 10 percent cut in
wages, the general average of
prices is shown to have risen
about 20 percent. Despite gov—
ernmental prophecies that the
situation is only temporary, the
continued wupward trend is
causing considerable hardship
and uneasiness. . . . Italy is suf-
fering rising - prices without
compensation in rising wages
and salaries.”

It is wunfortunate, from Prof.
Marraro’s viewpoint, to have his ar-
ticle appear only a few days before
Mussolini made a speech in Rome,
in which he warned his subjects
that they are to expect still an-
other “hard period.” In the same
speech, Mussolini boasted that this
worsening must come in the face
of reduced unemployment. He
should have added that real em-
ployment had not increased in
Italy during the past few years. In-
stead, conditions have grown worse,
but the true condition has been
hidden by the policy of foreing
hundreds of thousands of unem-—
ployed young men into the agrmy,
of whom 30,000 were shipped to
eastern Africa recently for the pro-
ject against Bthiopia, with perhaps
many thousands more to be ordered
to that section in the near future.
That is g5 dangerous way of “solv-
ing” the unemployment problem,



16

Questions and Answers

and that Mussolini knowg this is at—
tested by the fact that he plainly
warns the people they must not
look for “a comfortable life.” They
won’t, so long as he is the big boss
of Italy.

Wages have been cut, by decree
from Mussolini. But the cost of liv-
. Ing has gone up another 20 per—
cent. So how can Prof. Marraro
claim an improvement? He should
get together with his employer and
warn him against making frank
.speeches predicting still harder
times just when his article is ap-
pearing in a prominent American
magazine. Such bad teamwork must
be annoying.
* * %*

I heard a propagandist for Musso-
Iini say that labor in Italy receives
25¢ per hour. Remembering your re-
port that even the skilled workers
get an average of 82¢c per day, I
wonder if you have any additional
facts.

Ttalian labor now works from
nine to 10 hours per day, for starv-
ation wages. For an independent
view, I refer to the cditor of Busi-
ness Week, who writes from Italy
as follows (see page 47, issue of
April 6, 1935):

“The cobweb laces of Venice
are exquisite, the skill of the
women juggling the bobbing
faster than eye can follow is a
fascinating thing to watch.
Again the terrible habit of ask-
ing questions. How much do
they earn? ‘Seven lire a day,
Signor.” That’s 56¢.”

Here we have less than 6c per
hour for highly skilled labor. Male
skilled workers get about 20¢ more
for a day’s work. The statement
that labor gets 25¢ per hour in Italy
is wildly fantastic.

* ® &

How other than by divine provi-
dence can you explain the history
of the Jews? They were scattered,
by God’s will, as the prophecies
plainly said. And now they are
building a homeland in Palestine,
thereby becoming a prosperous na—
tion, also declared in many of the
prophecies in the Old and New
Testaments. ;

If God was responsible for the
destruction of the Jewish State, in

Palestine, in the year 70 A. D., he
must have used a proxy, for history
says it was done by the Roman
legions. If God was responsible for
the persecution of the Jews, espec—
ially in Christian Europe during
the past 20 or more centuries, he
certainly deserves the reputation of
being the worst brute in all history.
And now, the Zionists are elbowing
their way into a tiny country that
is almost barren—a step from the
desert—and this is supposed to be
the hand of God directing the Jews
again, this time on the road to
prosperity. But if I know my his-
tory, the Jews in Palestine haven't
God to thank. They must thank
British imperialism, which is using
them in the far-flung schemes of
English capitalism. It was ILord
Balfour who wrote the famous let-
ter to Rothschild, in which he
promised the Jews the right to es-
tablish a national home in Pales—
tine, as g reward for their patriot-
ism during the World War. Are we
to understand that Balfour was in-
spired by divine providence? That's
putting a new mantle of mysticism
on an old politician, whose ideas
were more cynical than devout. And
while these Jews are crowding into
Palestine, where they are arousing
the anger of an Arab population
that outnumbers them something
like four to one, one must ask
why God is giving those Arabs
such a harsh deal, especially since
they have been living in that coun—
try for more than a thousand
years? And also, while he is being

So “kind” to the Jews in Palestine,

why is he doing nothing about the
lot of the Jews in Hitler's Ger-
many, in Catholic Austria, in Ru~
mania, in Poland, and other cen-
ters of anti-Semitism? And why
are anti-Semitism and racial
chauvinism growing in the United
States under the direction of super—
charlatans like Father Coughlin
and the various Shirt movements?
Alas, this “divine providence” busi-
ness carries many a flaw.
* * &

We expect a baby in about two
months and want to get up a
snappy announcement card. Know-
ing your ability as an advertising
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writer and printer, please suggest
the wording of a card.

I suggest the following, by an
anonymous wag:

THE DOE PRODUCTION CO.
Announces the 1936 Doe “Baby Boy”
Mode] No. 1, Chassis 8 lbs. 3 oz.
Delivered F.0.B. City Hospital
John Doe, Designer and Chief En-~

gineer; Regina Doe, Production
Manager; Dr. C. A. Doe, Technical
Assistant

Model Released August 31, 1936
Two Lung Power—Free Squealing—
Scream Line Body—Double Bawl
Bearing-—HEconomical Feed—Water
Cooled Exhaust—Changeable
Seat Cover
The management assurcs the public
there will be no new modelg re-
leased during the balance of the
year
® *® *
What do you think of these elabor-
ate house-organs many corpora—
tions send out by the millions?
They’re o great break for the
printers, but as means of produc-
ing business I'm just a little bit
skeptical. Let me give you gn in-
teresting illustration, drawn from
personal experience. As a printer, I
use great quantitics of linotype
metal, which I usually buy in two
and three ton lots. About six com-
panies compete for this business,
and, as the metal is uniform, it’s
usually just a question of price.
Going through my mail one morn-
ing, I came on two communications
from metal corporations. One of the
biggest in the world, with offices
and warehouses in about 50 cities,
sent me g Dbeautifully printed
booklet, which I read with great
interest and profit, for it told me
valuable things about the history of
printing, types, stereotyping, ete.
Its short editorials were well writ-
ten and inspirational, from the pen
of that able business commentator,
William Feather, But the most care—
ful scrutiny failed to reveal g
schedule of prices. The other en—
velope, from a smaller concern in
St. Louis, contained only a simple
blotter (which is a useful article),
and across the bottom of it I found
what I wanted—a price. So I put
the swell brochure on my library
shelf for later reading, but sent my

order for two tons of linotype
metal (an order for almost $400) to
the St. Louis concern that had done
the simple, direct, businesslike
thing. I leave it to you. .Which
company has the better idea of
getting orders NOW, not in the re-
mote future?
* * *

As I am one who, of necessity, must
follow a course of self-education
because of my economic situation,
I would like to have you list 25
books, written during the last 50
years, which have an important
bearing on today’s life, because of
their influence in matters of
thought, action or emotion.

1. Das Kapital, By Karl Marx,
(Thig book did not appear in its
complete form until after Marx’s
death. This gigantic work, bpub-
lisheed gfter 1885, has revolutionized
economic thought and provoked
epoch-making mass action, in Rus—
sia and elsewhere. Its influence is
growing, instead of waning.)

2. Looking Backward. By Edward
Bellamy. (This novel of a utopian
society approached economics, in-
dustry and sociology from the view-
point of a genius in the sphere of
feeling rather than the world of
thought or action. The book is not
scientific, as Marx’s is, but its in-
fluence has been, and still is, tre-
mendous.)

3. The Golden Bough. By Sir
James George Fraser. (This great
student of mythology has done
much, in this book, to subject re-
ligiong to scientific analysis.)

4. The Principles of Psychology.
By William James.

5. A volume of the plays by
George Bernard Shaw.

6. A selection of the writings on
sex by Havelock Ellis.

7. A selection of the writings of
Lenin.

8. The Foundations of Leninism.
By Joseph Stalin. .

9. The Jungle. By Upton Sinclair.

10. Purc Sociology. Dy Lester P.
Ward.

11. A volume of the best lectures
by Robert G. Ingersoll.

12. Joseph McCabe’s populariza—
tions and translations of the works
of Ernst Haeckel.

13. Dr. William J. Robinson's
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writings on birth control, venoreal
diseases and sex.

14. Professor Albert Einstein’s
lectures on Relativity.

15. Dr. Freud’'s books on psycho-
analysis.

16. A volume of the plays of
Henrik Ibsen.

17. A volume of the Ifiction by
Thomag Hardy, which must, of
course, include his great Tess of the
D’Urbervilles.

18. The Theory of the Leisure
Class. By Thorstein Veblen.

19. A volume of the mathematical
studies of Bertrand Russell.

20. The Psychology of the Un-
conscicus. By Dr. Carl Gustav Jung.

21. The OQutline of History. By
H. G. Wells.

22. The Atomic Theory. By Niels
Bohr.

23. Lectures on physics (the
theory of heat radiation). By Pro-
fessor Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck.

24. Main Street. By Sinclair
Lewis.

25. History of the Russian Revo-
lution. By Leon Trotsky.

(I believe I should add, not be-
cause I approve of the book’s theme
but because I recognize the vol-
ume’s vast reactionary influence,
the work entitled My Battle, by
Adolf Hitler.)

& * *

Statistics show that more than 50
prercent of President Roosevelt’s ad-
visers are Jewish and that much
more than 50 percent of the high
government officials in Russia are
Jewish and they certainly are not
controlling the governments for the
benefit of the gentiles.

The first fault I find with the
above ig the reader’s failure to of--
fer better evidence than the flat
statement that “more than 50 per-
cent of Roosevelt’s advisers” are
Jews. The same generalization,
applied to Russia, demands evi-
dence, agnd I insist, after careful
research, that there is no evidence
to support such a sweeping state-
ment. I have already shown that
there are only 30 Jews in national
public life, in a1l Washington, and
they include two members of the
Supreme Court, 10 members of
Congress, etc. There are no Jews
in the Senate, or in the RFC, the

Foderal Rescrve Oystem, U. 3. Tariff
Commission and other important
arms of the government. There is
one Jew in the President’s cabinet.
The “Little Cabinet,” which num-
bers 25, does not contain a single
Jew. And 50 on. The tales of Jewish
“influcnecc” are hitleristic propa—~
ganda, without the slightest show
of evidence. Such 5 sweeping gen-
eralization, as is used by the above
writer, and the sources from which
he quotes, should give facts, figures,
names, etc. The same applies to
Russia, where it is g well-known
fact that few Jews are connected
with the committees in control of
the Soviet Union. It is true that
Trotsky, g Jew, helped Lenin estab-
lish the revolution, but he has been
exiled by Stalin, g non-Jew. Stalin’s
former assistant, now Commissar of
Railways, Lazar Kaganovich, and
Russia’s Commissar for Foreign
Affairs, Maxim Litvinoff, are both
Jews, but there the record stops.
Take these two men out of the
Soviet Government and you are left
without Jews in positions of im~
portance. So there’s another favor-
ite dodge of the anti-Semites that
falls to pieces once it is put to the
test of careful siruti*ny.
*®

Why does James Oneal attack
Oscar Ameringer’s American Guar-
dian?

Oneal is one of the war horses
of the American Socialist move-
ment, with g long record of loyal,
useful services as a speaker, writer

‘and editor. I consider him one of

the best-informed labor and So-
cialist writers in America, and it
therefore behooveg us to listen care-
fully when he takes the trouble to
warn the party regarding the ac-
tivities of the Ameringer-Fred D.
Warren combination in Oklahoma.
It is Oncal’s sensational (and un-
contradicted) charge that Amer—
inger, after taking something like
$200,000 from the Oklahoma Social-
ists for the maintenance of the
Oklahoma Leader (which was to be
a Socialist party daily organ),
switched from Socialism to the Ku
Klux Klan and supported the great
kleagle, Walton, for Governor. This
was done in the face of the fact
that it was Socialist money that

.

-4



E. Haldeman-Julius

19

built up the journalistic institution
and that Oklahomsa then had the
best Socialist organization in the
United States, with good prospects
of capturing fthe state. As a re-
sult of this switch from Socialism
to Kluxism, the party was disor-
ganized. When Oneal made this
charge against Ameringer, his son
announced that chargeg would be
preferred against Oneal before the
National Executive Committee of
the Socialist party, but many
months have passed and no at-
tempt has been made to disprove
Oneal’s charges. One is, therefore,
permitted to conclude that Oneal
knows what he’s talking about and
that it would be unwise for Amer—
inger to bring the question into the
open. In the face of such a betray-
al, Oneal alleges that Ameringer’s
present activities in the Soecialist
movement may be considered as
nothing more than an attempt to
organize radical sentiment and then
lead it astray—this time not into
the fold of the K. K. K. but per-
haps into the Fascism of a Cough-
lin type. '
* *

Please comment on Hitler’'s claim
that Nazi-ism saved Germany and
western Europe from the menace
of Communism.

I have commented on this argu-
ment before, showing that when
Hitler stole power in 1933, only 15
percent of the Geman vote was for
the Communist party. New evidence
comes as a result of the Free City
of Danzig’s election on whether or
not the ecity should come under
German, or rather Hitler, rule. The
election, on ‘April 7, 1935, showed
only 6,880 Communist votes out of
a total of 232,279. In the same
election, the Social Democrats (So-
clalists) received 37,530 votes. Here
is clear evidence that Communism
ig only one of Hitler’s bogeymecn.
Qommunism never wags a “menace”
In Germany; it doesn’t make a
showing of more than three percent
In Danzig. Hitler’s claim that he is
the “savior of civilization” and the
destroyer of the “Red Menace” is
plain clap-trap. A free election in
Germany today wouldn’t give the
Communists more than five per—
cent of the vote. The Social Dem-~

ocrgts, on the other hand, are fact-
org that must be respected, ag the
Danzig vote clearly demonstrated,
and when Germany finally frees
itself from the chains of Hitlerism,
it will be done by the Socialists, not
the Communists. If anything, the
record shows that German Com-
munism was one of the direct
causes of Hitler’'s Fascism, with its
(Communism’s) demands for dic—
tatorship, destruction of liberty,
and denials of democracy. By its
policies, Communism played into
the hands of reaction.

E3 % £

What was the cause of the Harlem
riots in March, 1935?

Harlem, in New York City, is a
section that contains more than a
quarter of a million Negroes (the
largest Negro city in the world),
but its business houses, stores,
saloons, bootlegging joints, ete,,
are manned by white employes,
and in most cases are owned by
whites. It is the feeling among the
Negro population, and a number of
its organizations, that these sStores
should hire colored clerks, since
practically all of their trade comes
from Negroes. This the majority of .
owners refuse to do. The riots were
provoked by a trifling incident (a
boy punished for stealing an article
worth g few pennies) but the real
reason was this resentment ggainst
racial diserimination at the hands
of businessmen who profit from
the Negroes. It is a mistake to de—
scribe these riots as anti-white. All
during the rioting, white persons
walked the streets of Harlem un-
molested. The colored people were
enraged against the business ele-
ment and not against the white
race as such. There are g few signs
of improvement, but the situation
in Harlem is still unsolved, being
further complicated by dissension
among Negro leaders, some of
whom want to compromise to the
extent of permitting store-owners
to employ light-complectioned
Negroes, while others insist the
black ones should not be kept out
of employment.

! *® * *

You write a great deal about the
big ecountries, but I don’t recall
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anything from your pen on Switz-
erfund, my fatherland,
Switzerland is one of the most
interesting democracies in the
world, probably the most advanced.
It certainly standg in amazing con-
trast to its neighbor, Germany,
which has become the madhouse of
the world. Switzerland is a republic
with democratic institutions that
compatre with the best, and in some
respects are superior to any gov-
ernment in the world. A law can
be passed in that country only by
the vote of the people. Further—
more, the people have the right to
initiate legislation, if they can get
a sufficient number of signers to a
petition. The country has its trou-
bles, like every other land, but it
certainly is not in the mood for a
dictatorship. .

What do important figures in
Eurcpean governments think of
Eitler personally?

Almost to g man, they think the
chief Nazi is crazy, though they
can’t say it openly. They are com-
pelled Lo keep lhreir moullis shut,
but opinions on go intimate a ques-
tion will crop up unexpectedly,
though uswvally. by inference. For
example, here is a dispatch from
Moscow reporting a meeting be-
tween Captain Anthony Eden, the
young and brilliant English diplo-
mat, and Stalin. Among other
things, Captain Eden drops the re-
mark: “And he (Stalin) i willing
to listen and never shouts at you.”
When one recalls that Hden had
just left Berlin where he gpent
mwany hours wilh Hitler, vne gels
the meaning of this remark about
Stalin. Without saying so, Eden is
tell'ng the world that it is impos-
sible to talk to Hitler and that he
shouts down those with whom he
disagrees. Such a seemingly inno-
cenl remark gives one g full-length
portrait of Hitler as he goes about
the mad race to plunge Europe, and
perhaps the world, into a war that
will make the last one look like a
street brawl. Men like Eden, Sir
John Simon, Litvinoff and others
know what Hitler iy driving
at, for the leader who works out
Hitler’s foreign policies, Alfred
Rosenherg, has ountlined a Nordie

L] L)

union that can be achieved only
through war. Hitler's 'Germany, we
are told, is to include Austria, Lux-
emburg, Holland, Norway, Sweden,
Denmark and the Baltic States,
with huge parts of Italy, Belgium,
Czechoslovakia gnd France thrown
in for good measure. With such
aims plainly facing foreigners, is
it to be wondered that their words
'of comment indicate their belief
that Germany is ruled by a super-
lunatic? Why, the fact is clear that
Hitler couldn’t take one acre of any
of the countries he has designs on
without provoking armed resistance.
Every foreign statesman in Europe
is scared stiff when looney Hitler's
name is mentioned, for those who
have met him remember his un-
willingness to even hear their opin-
ions and their ears still ring with
the shouts from Hitler’s hysterical
throat. They see his purple face,
veing distended and eyes bulging,
and they rush back home to tell
their associates what stark realities
face them now that a gregt nation
is in the grasp of a man who really
belongs in a.n‘ ins:ne *asylum. '

How is it possible for men Lke
Mellon and Morgan to make mil-
lions and still be able to evade pay-
ing their income tax?

The biggest job the government
has is to make the richest men pay
their. full income tax. The little
fellow pays to the last penny, but
the Mellong and Morgans, through
their knowledge of loopholes in the
law, can charge off most of their
profits. The favorite trick is to
make fictitious sales to their hold-
ing companies or other corpora-
tions. For example, let us suppose
that Mr. Mellon had 1,000 shares of
stock in a coal mine, for which he
paid $1,000,000. Let us suppose that
he owng 3 mortgage company, a
holding company, a bank, or what-
not. He can “sell” that $1,000,000
worth of stock to his hand-picked
“company” for $500,000, thus es-
tablishing g “loss” of $500,000,
which he proceeds to deduct from
his income tax. It wag just such
“sales” that served as the dbasis of
the government’s suit against Mel-
lon for more than $3,000,000. Mel-
lon can go into the art capitals of
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the world and buy up $19,000,000
worth of art, but at the same time
he can plead “poverty” or “losses”
through phony sales to hisg own
corporations. Mellon owns the
stock, as before, except that the
government has to whistle for its
money, and Mellon is hard of hear-
ing. :

g * * L ]

I appreciate the space you give to
Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin, but as
a Norwegian I would like to have
some information regarding the
status of Socialism in the Scandi-
navian countries, .

It is an interesting fact that the
three Scandinavian countries—
Norway, Sweden gnd Denmark are
now headed by Socialists, as fol-
lows: Th. Stauning, premier of Den—
mark; Johann Nygaardsvold, prem-
ler of Norway; Per Albin Hansson,
premier of Sweden. These three
countries gre among the most civ-
ilized centers in all Europe. The
Socialists of Norway were not able
to take control of the government
until March, 1935, although they
'won the largest number of seats in
the Norwegian Storting. The elec-
tion, which was held in 1933, gave
the Socialists 69 seats in the Stort-
ing; Conservatives, 31; Liberal Left,
24; Agrarians, 23; Independents, 3.
A coalition of those opposed to the
Socialists succeeded in keeping them
from the premiership, until only
recently, when the non-Socialists
were compelled to turn over the
reins of power. All of the large
cities in the Scandinavian coun-
tries (including Stockholm) are
now run by Socialists. The Nor-
wegian premier is an interesting
character, having, through self-
development, risen from the posi-
tion of unskilled laborer to head
one of the most civilized countries
in the world. He once lived in the
U. S, where he was a member of
the Socialist partylc and the I. W. W.

* *

What was, and is, the status of
world trade during the Jast cen-
tury?

By world trade we mean, of
course, the system of trade which
enables countries like our own,
Brazil, France, England, Cuba, ete.,
to export the products of their

fields, factories, etc., buying, in re-
turn, the services and commodi-
ties of foreign countries.

The grand total of such  world
trade in 1800 was only $1,500,000,000.
Remember, please, that this repre-
sents the total of exports and im-
ports of the entire world, 35 do. my
subsequent figures. A half century
later, in 1850, the total world trade
was $4,000,000,000. The total grew,
until it reached $20,100,000,000 in
1900. The year 1913, which is im-
portant because it was to be follow—
ed by the World War, saw a trade
of $41,600,000,000. During the World
War g decline set in, but later, in
1924, world trade reached  $63,900,—
000,000, coming to an all-timc high,
in 1929, of $68,400,000,000.

Then came the depression. 1In
1933, world trade amounted to only
$23,700,000,000, a staggering loss. It
is this decline in world trade that
is contributing one of the more
serious causes to another World
War: A study of these figures will
explain to the student why sc many
nations are agrming gas never pefore,
In peace times. It ig the notion of
imperialistic capitalism that a suce-
cessful war for one great capital-
ist nation, or group of nations, will
restore world trade to them and
bring them back to the days of
1929 or even better. That’s the
theory, but a child should know
that a tenth of the world isn’'t go-
ing to help itself substantially by
destroying the economic lifc of the
other nine tenths. Such a victory
will cause eventual bankruptcy for
the victors as well gs the losers.

And yet, large-scale Capitalism
can’t endure without world trade.
It must, somehow, dispose of the
surplus which its own working class
produces but is not permitted to
consume because of its failure fo
receive the full social value of its
labor. The surplus, real or potential,
piles up. There is either an actual
over-production of goods or an
over-equipment of facilities for the
production of goods, and the form-
er must be sold in world trade if
the machine is to keep grinding.

‘The sensible solution, of course,
would be to socialize the large-
scale industries, have them pro-
duce for usc instead of profit, and
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then ‘move into a condition of per-
petual prosperity. If imperialistic
capitalism were destroyed, the
workers of the world would be in
a position to increase their pur-
chasing power, slowly at .first but
with greater speed as the machine
gets oiled up, and that increased
purchasing power would mean
plenty for 3ll at home, a surplus to
ship to other countries (also social-
ized), which would exchange their
commodities and thereby add lux-
uries to necessaries.

Today, we find the workers
producing coffee in Brazil, sugar in
Cuba, cheese in Holland, dates in
Arabia, silk in Japan, chocolate in
Java, rubber in the tropics, potatocs
in the Dakotas, oranges in Cali-
fornia, wine in France, oliveg in
Italy—and yet, all of them living
in economic misery. All need what
the world can produce, but all are
in poverty.

Imperialistic capitalism can’t
keep the machine geared up. That
is why it is an economie, industrial,
financial, scientific necessity for
the world to overthrow its capital-
ist system of exploitation and
profiteering and turn to a system
of socialized industry, distribution
and exchange, with a view to mak-
ing the workers of the countries I
have just listed (and many others)
produce to the full, knowing that
all will be able to enjoy the fruits
of the best skill of the world. Such
& social order would mean the end
of world depressions and a system
of constant plenty.

But here the average person runs
into a mental difficully that dis-
courages him. -He realizes dimly
that this is all g very complicated
situation, gnd he isn’t in the mood
for the complex. He wants things
simplified gnd changed in a hurry,
easily, quickly, miraculously, after
the manner of a magician remov-
ing a rabbit from g silk hat. Alas,
these great questions are complex
—extremely complex. It has taken
hundredg of years for these capital-
istic institutions to evolve. As they
grew, they became more compli-
cated.

To change such a system of im-
perialistic capitalism into demo-
cratic, libertarian, socialized indus—

try will require the best skill and
intelligence the world has ever
known. It is a question of science,
knowledge, executive ability—tre-
mendous problems that can’t be
solved with ballyhoo and clap-trap,
but with patience, knowledge,
facts, and the lessons of history. It
doesn’t take g lot of brains to smash
such g civilization to bits. But that
would be a crime against humanity.
The system must be revolutionized
—from imperialism to Socialism—
but it must be done constructively,
scientifically, lest we end wup in
utter collapse.

In such times as these, when the
people of the entire world are in
distress, it is easy for the charlatans
of the Coughlin and Dr. Townsend
type to come forward with some
“simple,” ‘“sure” “cure-all” which
can be applied overnight. Here is
a letter on my desk, from an old
man who is in distress. He wants
Dr. Townsend’s $200 per month,
Here he sees g simple, direct, quick
solution. He can’t understand any-
thing else about economics or so—
ciology. It must be so obvious that.
a child can understand it. So he
asks me, in a hurt tone that touch-
¢s my heart, why I don’t produce
a simpler, quicker, easier remedy
than that of Dr. Townsend. Poor
man, I can’t. And that’s the point
of my argument. I can’t, nor can
a Coughlin or a Dr. Townsend.

The world isn’t going to be help-
cd by a magician who is going to
bring us a quick, easy, sure road
to utopia. It’s going to be hard,
slow and complicated, with many
disappointments and trials, but the
journey can be made in time, the
institutions can be transformed,
and real, lasting, substantial, sei-
entific prosperity can be inaugur-
ated, if the job is done by scientists
and not by political, religious or
rabble—rou.sin%" qu*awcks.

L]

Is there a Jewish strain in Hitler?

Ncwspapcers in Burope have pub—
lished a great deal of material on
the question of Hitler’s ancestry,
the evidence seeming to point in
that direction, though the Jews,
showing good sense, refuse to press
the point, for it certainly would be
no compliment to them to be able
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to claim him, There are many

Jewish families in Poland and else—

where. whicli have had lhie name

of Hitler for ievegal hundred years.
*

Pelley, the Fascist anti-Semite, is
distributing quotations which con-
tain fierce attacks on the Jews,
supposed to have been uttered by
Benjamin Franklin, Please com-—-
ment.

William Dudley Pelley, who was
found guilty of fraud, and who
escaped a prison term by paying a
stiff fine, is up to his old tricks. As
head of the Fascist Silver Shirts,
Pelley is doing his worst to provoke
hatred for the Jews, circulating the
notorious Protocols of the Elders of
Zion, which I showed up as forger-
ies recently, and now Pelley is
palming off anti-Jewish quotations
from the great Benjamin Frank-
lin, one of the finest, civilized spir--
its in the entire history of our na-
tion and a man who never permit-
ted himself to indulge in racial
hatreds. Being a skeptic in matters
of religion, is was easy for Frank-
lin to be tolerant towards minor-
ity groups, like Lhe Jews.

Pelley’s “quotations from Frank-
lin” have been completely exposed
by the famous historian, Dr.
Charles A. Beard, who without a
doubt is the greatest historical
scholar in the United States. In an
article in the March, 1935, issue of
The Jewish Frontier; Dr. Beard
charges Pelley with being guilty of
forgery. He calls attention to the
fact that Pelley claims he got his
anti-Jewish quotations from a pook
of table-talk compiled by a dele-
gate to the Couslitutionul Con-
vention, Charles Pinckney. Pelley
alleges that all copies of this book
were destroyed by General Sher-
man during his march to the sea,
but that one copy was saved, from
which he quotes.

Now, Dr. Beard 1s a scientific his—
torian, so he went about the job
of tracing these quotations in a
spirit of inguiry consistent with
scrupulous academic standards. The
Pinckney book was never written,
and therefore no copies could have
been destroyed by General Sher—
man during ‘his- march through
Georgla. Dr. Beard directed inguir-

ies at Pelley, but found it difficult
to get him to reply. Finally Pelley
admitted Tie gol Lhe “guolations
somewhere else,” but when he was
asked to explain what he meant by
“somewhere else” he continued to be
evasive. It stands to reason that if
Pelley had a copy of the alleged
Pinckney book he certainly would
hiave been veady Lo lebl Do, Beasd
see it and thereby verify his quo-
tations and save his own honor.
But honor means nothing to that
type of swindler and liar. Writes
Dr. Beard: .
“All these searches have pro-
duced negative results. I can-
not find g single original source

that gives the slightest justifi- .

cation for helieving that the

‘prophecy’ (Franklin’s alleged

anti-Jewish quotations) is gny-

thing more than a bare-faced
forgery. Not a word have I dis—

-covered in Franklin’s letters
and papers expressing gny such
sentiments against the Jews as
are ascribed to him by the
Nazis—American and German.
His well-known liberality in
mallers of  religivus opinion
would, in fact, have precluded
the kind of utterances put in
his mouth -bhy this palpable
forgery.”

Dr. Beard shows further that the
Franklin “Prophecy” could not have
been written by Franklin or any-
one else in the 18th Century be-
cause it contains internal evidence
of econtemporary authorship, words
being used that are of recent origin.
Says Dr. Beard: “It contains cer-
tain wordgs that belong to con-
lempurary Germany ralher than to
Americg of Franklin’s period.”

Fascist, anti-Semitic Pelley can
save his honor (pardon the word
when used in connection with this
hate-monger) by producing the
book itself or at least a photostatic
copy of the alleged quotalions. But
he refuses to do either, preferring
to go ahead with his hate propa-
gandg against the Jews. Tt is such
methods that result in the horrors
of a Hitler campaign of persecu-
tion. It ig such “arguments” that
can give us an American edition (in
the person of Pelley) of the notor—
ious German Jew-baiter and liar,
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Julius Streicher, publisher and|
editor of The Stormer, the most

disreputable sheet isSued in all his—
tory. Streicher helped develop a
wave of anti-Jewish hysterig in
Germany by methods such as Pelley
is using today. American scholar-
ship and decency must be on guard
to watch for such methodg and ex—
pose them before they can do any
real damage. All honest persons—
whether Jews or not—should feel it
theiy duty to do their best to nail
these lies as they*ap%ear.
*

What is the meaning of the Cath~
oiic Action campaign?

A mobilization of members of the
Knights of Columbus, for the pur-
poseg of Catholic Action, has been
conducted by William P. Larkin, of
New York City, international chair-
man of the movement. Mr. Larkin
s president of the P. F. Collier and
Son Publishing company and vice
president of the Crowell Publishing
company. It is common knowledge
that both of these great publishing
concerns belong to the Morgan
banking interests. Thig is another
tie—up that shows how Wall Street
is preparing for Fascism, through
the avenues of the Roman Catholic
Church, because of that organiza-
tion’s known friendly concern for
Fascism, until recently entirely
limited to Central Europe, but now
being expanded to include the
United States, where reactionary
elements will be used to destroy
democracy and freedom. Catholic
Action groups could easily work
with FPather Couglin’s National
Union for Social Justice. Mr. Lark-
in’g drive resulted in g membership
increase of 50,000 men, while
Father Coughlin’s Union is sup-
posed to have more than 5,000,000
members signed up for his slightly
disguised program of Fascism, ex-
treme nationalism, anti-Semitism
and anti-liperalism. It appears
plain now that Wall Street sees its
best instrumentality in maintaining
Capitalism by force is the react-

“ionary Roman ‘Catholic Chureh,
which is a minoritv in this country
but which is also the country’s
largest single denomination. Wall
Street would not hesitate a moment
about using such elements of force

and dictatorship. The situation is
serious and there’s no telling how
soon the powers of reaction will be
ready to let loose their storm,
which, of course, will be swift and
ruthless. Inspired by religious fan-
aticism and the long experience of
the €atholic Church in the work
of reaction, it is safe to predict that
Fascism would be bloodier, more
vicious gnd terroristic in this coun-
try than it has been anywhere in
Europc, where new depths of
bestiality are reached almost week-

Iy.

* * L
Did the Catholic Church propose
draft plans during the World War?

‘General Hugh S. Johnson, recent-
ly in charge of the NRA, and dur—
ing the World War at the head of
the draft machinery under Presi-
dent Wilson, in a speech in New
York City on March 4, 1935, said:
“ . . the good fathers of George-
town University helped me work
out the mechanics of the draft in
1917

L] * *
I am planning to build a small
house for my- family of three, for
which I am able to spend about
$4,000. Can you give me a few prac-
tical hints?

I suggest that you get in touch
with American Houses, Inc., before
doing anything. This company,
which hag a 4-rocom model on dis-
play at Grand Central Palace, New
York City, ought to be of service to
you. For only $2,500 they agree to
put up an attractive house, con-
taining four rooms -(additional
rooms gt small increases), and it’s
just about the last word in modern,
gcientific, low—cost housing. The
$2,500 price applies only on a mass—
production basis, and as I must as—
sume that you are not located
where this company could contract
for a large number of dwellings, you

‘would have to pav the single-con-

tract price of $3,800, all cash.
(Payments can be arranged, but
this brings thc price up almost
T %.) This house is guaranteed to
last at least 380 months. It is com-
pletely electrified, with air-condi-
tioning in two rooms, electric re-
frigerator, radio, four built-in elec-
tric  clocks, up-to-the-minute
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kitchen, modern heating system
(oil, gas or coal), and indirect
lighting. It sounds too good to be
true, but I have it from good sour-
ces that this concern is on the
square. The house is constructed of
a combpination of metal and as-
bestos—cement, fireproof and just
about indestructible. This house,
shipped ready-made, is made in
great parts at the factory and needs
- only g trained erector (the only
cutside worker) and four carpent—
ers to do the work of putting it up,
which shouldn’t take more than
three weeks. A few slight jobs must
be turned over to electricians, ma-
sons (for the foundation), heating
plant workers and plumbers. It is
claimed that magy purchases of
equipment enable savings as high
as 90% on plumbing parts and out-
{its. Impressive savingg are claimed
for other forrils of equipment.
e &

What is the income of 3 Chinese
farmer?

The Nanking University’s College
of Agriculture, on December 13,
1934, %wublished a report showing
that the average Chinese farmer
received an annual income of only
$8.60 in U. 8. money. Most of the
land bclongs to the rich. It’s no
wonder Communism is growing in
China. Conditions are ripe for rev-
olution.

L L [ ]
I am a German, many years out of
Germany, so I am curious to know
how the Hitlerized text books treat
that most famous of German
poems, “Lorelei,” written by Heine.

The poem is still there, but, be-
lieve it or not, the Nazi lunkheads
got around the problem of credit-
ing a Jewish poet by inserting a
foot-note to the effect that the
author is “unknown.”

* * ®
What is the difference between
“preface,” “foreword” and “intro-
duction”?

The Beokman’s Glossary, by John
Holden, says:

The “preface” is a short ex—
planatory note preceding the
text of a book and usually
touching on the purpose of the
book, its sources, scope, etc.
“Foreword” is a substitute for

“preface.” An “Introduction,”
however, forms part of the
work itself.
* * *
Did the Jews ever enjoy the friend-
ship of any of the great conquerors?
‘three names come to mind at
once—Alexander, Caesar and Na-
poleon. Alexander, after he con-
quered Palestine, attended a Jewlsh
temple and in other ways showed a
cordial spirit, so that the Jews in
Jerusalem honored that amazing
military genius by giving the name
of Alexander to boys born during
the year of his visit, which accounts
for s¢ many Alecks among the
Jews. Caesar was usually willing to
grant favors to the Jews; they
formally mourned his death. Na-
poleon, ggain and again, showed
his friendship for the Jews by do—
ing away with a number of ghettos
in the cities *ne Son%u'ered.

I am a workingman who has saved
up $3,000, but I have the feeling
tihat we will soon suffer monetary
inflation and my savings will be-
come almost worthless. What can a
person like myself do under such
circumstances? )
There is 5 serious menace of in-
flation, but no one can predict
when it will come, or whether it will
really visit us. If it does, your sav-
ings will, as you say, lose their pur-
chasing power. Under such circum-—
stances, the person who owns prop-
erty instead of money is in a better
position. Thus, if you were to pur-
chase a $3,000 home today (sup-
posing that you dont own your
own home), inflation could not
harm you. In fact, your home’s
value would increase, in proportion
to the extent of inflation. It is a
serious problem, and I don’t feel
able to tell you just what you can
do. But if T were in your position,
I'd keep perhaps 10 percent of the
money and put the balance into a
good, salealblg hogne.* R

Arthur Brisbane writes: “Los An-
geles harbor is the prinecipal ship-
ping point in the United States to
countries across the Pacific.” Is he
right?

I don’t know what Brisbane bases

 his statement on, for -official figures
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contradict him. I refer Brisbane to
the latest U. 8. government report,
issued under the directiun ol the
chief of the U. 8. Army Engineers,
showing that San Francisco har—
bor cleared an annual volume of
23,717,006 tong of commerce by
ship, valued at $1,007,390,000. Dur-
ing the same period, Los Angeles
harhor cleareq 17,788,000 tous, val-
ued at $757,119,000. These figures
include foreign and domestic trade.
Foreign trade exclusively, for a
year, shows San Francisco at $183,—
795,000 and Los Angeles at $81—
841,000.
% * *

Was the Spanish Armada very
large?

It was, for those days, but, ac—
cording to Hendrik Willem Van
Loon’s
and How They Sailed the Seven
Seas, the euntlire fleet could have
been taken 02 bo*ard the Bremen.

*

How do you manage to write so
much and make it seem done so
easily?

"That's very simple. I merely go to
the dictivnary (which contalns
about 500,000 words) and pick out
the ones I think I can use, string—
ing them together to make the
sense I want to bring out. I'm re—
minded of what Rodin, the sculptor,
. said to a person who wanted to
know how he did his creative work.
“That’s easy,” he answered. “I
merely grab a block of marble and
chip off the gart:. T iinn’t want.”
Philip La Follette, Governor of
Wisconsin, says: “The Socialists
waunt collective ownership of all the
means of production and distribu-
tion. If this idea were carried into
action, our farmers (3 farm is a
‘means of production’) would be de—
prived of the ownership of their
farms and homes.” Please com-

. Ineind,

It is the Communists, not the So-
cialists, who would socialize every-
thing. The Socialist program, ag I
have explained many times, pro-
vides for the collective ownership
and democratic management of the
large-scale industries and utilities.
That is quite different from social-
izing the holdings of small farm-

fascinating book, Ships,i

ers, peanut stands, cross-road
grocery stores, cobblers, etc. Social-
1stg would take over omy those in-
dustries that are at, or near, a
monopolistic stage, Whi‘ch means
that the farmers in Governor La
Follette’s state could go right on
owning their farms.
- # %

What is the “law of combined de-
velopment”?

This doctrine was worked out
mainly by Trotsky and means that
it is possible for countries, how-
ever backward, to skip hundreds of
years of economic development.
Thus, Russia had no sooner drop-
ped serfdom than it went through
a social revolution, despite the
fact that its capitalism had hard
ly begun to function. This was
something of a blow to Marxian
economics, for the great founder
of scientific [Socialism hag held that
Socialism could come only after.a
country, like the United States,
England or Germany, had ide-
veloped a sufficiently advanced
system of scientific capitalistic pro-
duction. Instead, the world’s only
really successful revolution against
Capitalism came in an economic-
ally backward country, which pro-
ceeded, almost immediately, to push
forward its industries, transporta-
tion, agriculture, mining, ete.,
(through a series of timed cam-
paigns), and now it can be said
that Russia is among the world’s
greatest economic powers, threat-
ening, before long, to get near or
at the lead.

*® * %
Did Stalin ever explain what he
means by a dictatorship of the
proletariat?

In his book, Problems of Lenin-
ism, Stalin sald there were several
basic meanings, as follows:

1. The mtilization of the pow-

er of the proletariat for the

suppression of the exploiters,

for the defense of the country,
for the consolidation of the ties
with the proletariang of other
lands, and for the development
and the victory of the revolu-
tion in all countries.

2. The utilization of the pow-

er of the proletariat in order

to detach the toiling and ex—
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ploited masses once and for all
from the bourgeoisie, to con-
solidate the alliance of the
proletariat with these masses,
to enlist these masses in the
work of socialist construction,
and to assure the state lead-
ership of these masses by the
proletariat.

3. The utilization of the pow-—
er of the proletariat for the
organization of socialism, for
the abolition of classes, and for
the transition to g society
without a state.

® ® *
Press reports say that Hitler’'s axe—
men have introduced humanitar—
ian refinements into the gory job
of beheading. Just how?

One of the esthetic, delicate ad-
vancements introduced in this Hit-
lerian ery of science and culture is
the discovery that a head can be
chopped off 'with comparative
painlessness by first icing the axe.
Iswt civilization, as developed in
Germany, wonderful?

& * *

Is it a fact that the bank that is
my depository has legal grounds for
considering this money as not
reaily a deposit but something in
the nature of a loan?

You probably refer to the fine

print found on all deposit slips, in
which a number of routine condi-
tions are stated, but which now in-
cludes (hidden in its innards) the
following significant words: “This
bank will not be liable for default
or negligence of its <duly accepted
correspondents, etc.” Just what
does this mean? In brief, here’s the
situation:” An insignificant portion
of a bank’s deposits are kept on
hand. The bulk of a bank’s money
will be found on deposit with a
“correspondent” (a large bank in a
large city), and should that bank
(your bank’s correspondent) fail,
you could not hold your bank re-
sponsible., Let us imagine, for the
sake of an illustration, that your
bank has $15,000 cash in its vaults,
$100,000 in loans and $115,000 on de—~
posit with its correspondent. If that
correspondent goes broke, your
bank’s assets immediately drop
$115,000, so that your depository has
only $15,000 in cash and $100,000 in

loans to pay off $230,000 of depos-
itors’ liabilities. TIn other words,
your bank balance has, at one
swoop, been cut in half, with a
chance of further slashing when
the bank attempts to realize on its
loans, many of which may or may
not be colfe-ctibl‘e‘ items. This, of
course, the bank can’t do, so you
are made the goat. The bank’s
money with the correspondent is
considercd your money in case of
default, in which case your money
goes down the sewer. The bank, ac-
cording to its printed deposit slip,
which you have legally accepted,
can politely but firmly inform you
that your $500 bank balance is now
only $250, or cven less and you can’t
do a thing gbout it, if the officials
demand the right to apply the
clear, legal terms that you accept-
ed when you filled out your deposit
slip. You have, against your will,
or perhaps because of ignorance,
become an innocent investor in the
bank—that is to say, you share the
bank’s risks but enjoy none of its
profits. Another bank panic would
find the public holding the sack.
This is just one more reason for
taking your money to the postal
savings system, where you can’t
lose. If the government’s corres—
pondent (the private bank in
which it deposits your money)
were to default, you wouldn’t have
to worry, because Uncle Sam would
still see to it that you got a hundred
ccnts on the dollar. You can’t be
legally sure of that when you leave
your money with g private bank.
Of course, those who are in busi-
ness have to do a certain amount
of business with the banks, but it
is wise to keep such dealings down
to an irreducible minimum. Per-
sons not in business can keep away
from the bankg entirely, placing
their savings in the postal system
and paying bills in cash or postal
money orders. Of course, you will
have to pay the postoffice a small
fec for your moncy order, but that
is an entirely reasonable charge,
while the service charges fixed by

| the banks against both the person

who writes a check and the person
who cashes it are so high (includ-
ing the additional numerous service
charges fixed by the banks) that it
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is, in reality, actually cheaper and
a good deal safer to do one’s out-
of-town business entirely through
postal money orders or cash. In my
own business I notice that fewer
and fewer persons are writing
checks, while the volume of postal
money orders and cash is growing.
‘The people are gradually learning
to stay away from the banks and
thereby keep. their balance from
being tapped or perhaps even lost
entirely.

* ] *
How are Bible sales holding up?

In 1931, there were 4,676,000

coples printed in the U, 8. Only
666,000 were printed in 1933, so it
lockg as though Old Man Depres-
sion doesn’t even except the holy
words of Jehovah.

& # #*
What’s your opinion of Nelson
Eddy? ‘

Having heard him in recital and

in his first movie, I thought his
voice was more than pleasing, but
he’s a long way from giving Law-
rence Tibbett any real competition,
though he’s far handsomer gnd car-
ries from 9.90 to 12.4 percent more
emotional thrill for the ladies.

* * 3

Do defendants charged with lynch-
ing stand much of a chance of he-
ing convicted?

Prof. J. H. Chadbourn, of the
University of North Caroling, in his
recent book, Lynching and the Law,
showg that a mere eight-tenths of
one percent of prisoners charged
with lynch murders have been con-
victed, since 188‘9.*

What is Blanquism? :

Louis Blane’s theory of working
clasy strategy (Blanquism) held
that industria] and political power
should be captured by a minority.
Lenin fought the Blanguists tire-
lessly, his correct position being
that a coup was worthless—that
power must be taken by a well-
organized majority of the proletar—
ian soldiers, workers and farmers.

*® % %

Is it true that Canada
Prime Minister?

’ Technically, there is no such of-

ficial. The statutes of Canada no-

where refer to a Prime Minister,

has no

though they do mention, in a few
places, a Pirst Minister. The offic-
ial documents of the House of Com—
mons and the Senate speak always
of a First Minister, but common
usage placidly insists on Prime
Minister,
N * * *
Did Lincoln ever believe in dictator-
ship?

No. He never said g word against
the philosophy of Democracy.
Here’s one of Lincoln’s sayings: “No
man is wise and good enough to
be trusted with irresponsible power
over other men.” Socialists would
prefer to add the thought that it
is just as undesirable for a class,
bloc or group to exercise dictator-
ship over the masses who do the
work of the world.

% % %
What are “political bedfellows”?

John Garland Pollard, former
Governor of Virginia, defines
them as “those who like the same
bunk,” which is a pretty fair pun.
Thiz author of many shrewd defin-
itions and characterizations is com—
piling a book which he will call
A Conneotary, from which he of-
fers a few excellent samples which
I'm glad Lo pass on:

“A politician is one who
stands for what he thinks the
voters will stand for.”

“The New Deal: ‘Dictated
but not red.”

“The Supreme Court is a
tribunal which corrects the
errors of lower courts and per—
petuates its own.”

&* * *
I have just read that the Jews plan
to rule the world gold market from
Jerusalem, Please comment. '

You have met up with some of
the silly propaganda that is being
circulated by anti-Semites of the
Father Conghlin type, though the
point you discuss is something of a
variation on what the Detroit Ras—
putin usually hands ouf. Just how
the Jews in Palestine are going to
go about ruling the world gold
market I don’t know, nor do the
writers of such inane charges go
into details. With most of the gold
belonging to the governments of
France, England, Switzerland, the
U. S. A, the Sovlet Union and
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others, it is rather puzzling to
figure out how the Jews in Pales-
tine are going to gobble it up,
especially in view of the fact that
the entire wealth of Palestine
amounts to about half the wealth
of Peoria, Ill.
#® L] %

If the Ziomists are not responsible
for the Protocols then what is the
purpose of their activity?

'The Protocols of the Elders of
Zion have been exposed as rank
fakes. This “document,” which is
supposed to refer to an internation-
al Jewish plot to gain control of all
governments, is used by anti-Sem-
ites to serve their purpose of racial
discrimination, even though they
know they are using - falsehoods
and forgeries. The Zionists are or-
ganized to establish a mnational
howme in Palestine, which is in itself
an argument against the Protocols,
for if the Zionists aimed at world
control they certainly wouldn't be
wasting their time, money and en-
ergies to establish their own gov-
ernment in Palestine,

* * #®
What is the best way to achieve
self-education? ‘

As you live in g large city, you
can easily avail yourself of three
mediums. You can read, converse
and attend lectures. All three are
important, but reading is undoubt-
edly the direct way. If you were
living in g small community, I'd
have to leave gut the lectures, and
in many cases even the conversa-
tion, But even there you would
still find readily available that
great road to self-education—the
reading of good literature. The
culture of the world—past and
present—is waiting for you, if you
will feast your mind on good books
and other publications. It isn’t easy
to achieve self-education, but it
certainly can he done. While there
are difficulties, there are also many
rare and beautiful pleasures. It is
possible for a person of limited
formal educgtion to understand
intelligently the greatest branches
of learning, history, science, philos-
ophy, poetry, literature, plays, Free-
thought, etc. This doesn’t mean you
must master each branch of sci-

ence. There are about 40 different
sciences, and it would be absurd to
try to master them. That is im-
possible because they cover such
wide ranges. Nor do you want to
master one of them, for that is the
job of the specialist. As g self-edu-
cated person you should aim to
know the meaning of all branches
of study, being careful to study only
their outlines and general mean-
ings. For example, one book on bi-
ology, carefully selected, should be
enough for your needs. Do not be
afraid to trust some able popular-
izer. He will save you many a mis-
step. A popularizer like Jos. Mec-
Cabe can give you the general out-
lines of history, philosophy, botany,
psychology, evolution, geology, as—
tronomy, physioclogy, etc., and make
each step of the way pleasant, en-
tertaining, instruetive, authorita-
tive, accurate and self-developing.
Good reading—that is the key to
self-education.
* * *

What is the attitude of the Social-
ist party toward the Townsend
Plan?

In a formal statement the Na-
tional Executive Committee of the
Socialist party said: “While the
Townsend Clubs are not Fascist in
spirit, they are for the most part
transient and futile, and their pro-
posal to finance pensions by a sales
tax is, of course, utterly repugnant
to Socialist theory.” At the same
time the committee declared:

“To the masses of the Ameri-
can people it ig becoming in-
creasingly clear that the New
Deal cannot fulfill its promise to
end their suffering without any
serious disturbance to their ac—
customed economic system,
Capitalism. The predictable re-
sult ig the gppearance of num-
erous movements making still
more fantastic promises of
painless cure, based upon still
more puerile and impossible
economics than those of the
New Deal.

“The majority of these move-
ments gre strongly tinged with
Fascism, or at least with ideas
similar to those which marked
the early stages of the Fascist
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movements now rampant in
Luropc. Because of their ex—
travagant promises, they are
making a tremendous, though
doubtless temporary, appeal to
the masses, and Socialists are
frequently tempted to offer
their cooperation, either be—
cause they have been confused
by some superficial resemblance
between the aims of these
movements and those of true
Soclalism or in the hopes of
capturing the movement or win—
ning converts to Socialism.

“The N. E. C. issueg an em-—
phatic warning against such
tactics. There can be no short
cut to Socialism, and any di-
version of energy into such
channels will only confuse and
embarrass the Socialist move—
ment, leading to endless dis—
putes, misunderstandings, and
disappointments. Utopia, Inc.,
Share the Wealth, and the Na—
tional Union for Social Justice
are not only futile but danger-
ous because of their Fascist
tendencies, ghd we declare that
connection with any of these

. organizationg is to be regarded
ag conduct unbecoming a So
cialist.”

% * *

What did that EnglisShman mean

when he said the Rhine River is
now England’s first line of defense?

In the past, it has been the cus-
tom to refer to the English Chan-
nel as the island’s first line of de-
fense. But when Stanley Baldwin,
now prime minister, put it at the

Rhine, he had in mind the fact that

aeria] warfare has established new
conditions. He undoubtedly held
that a German air fleet over Bel-
gium and France could not be stop-
ped very well before it made the
short hop over the channcl. Eng-
land also feels that John Bull will
be made the special target for Hit-
ler’s ‘bacteriological warfare, by
virtue of the fact that dropping
germs on the continent would en-
danger Germany itself, while such
offensive tactics in England might
limit the deadly diseases to the
population of the island, though
this is an assumption on which it

would be wise not to bank too
much. The great flu epidemic of
1918 visited the entire world, includ-
ing the remote settlements in
Arctic Canadg, ar}kd Alaska.

* *

I reject the germ theory of disease
as being without scientific proof.
Please comment.

Let me quote a few sentences
from Dr. William Robinson, gs fol-
lows:

“He who denieg the role of
germs as a cause of many dis-
eases puts himself exactly on
the same level as the man who
claims that the earth is flat
and does not move—exactly on
the same level. In somec Tre
spects, he puts himself even
mentally lower, because the
anti-Gal'lean and the anti-
Copernician -cannot see the
roundness of the earth and its
motion, while the action of
germs in causing disease can be
visibly demonstrated to the
lowest intellect.”

That’s strong language, but I feel
the doctor ig justified in express-
ing himself Sf vi*gorously.

*

Is Clarence Darrow religivus?

Clarence Darrow is anti-religious,
a Materialist. In an interview, he
gaid: “I am no longer in doubt. I
know now that there is nothing af-
ter death—nothing to look forward
to in joy or in fear.”

He refuses to call himself an Ag-
nostic. “I am a Materialist. It took
met more than 50 vears to find that
out.”

Discussing Theism, he said: “All
my life T have been seeking some
definite proof of God—something I
could put my finger on and say
‘thig is a fact’ But my doubts are
at rest now. I know that such a fact
does not cxist.”

Regarding immortality, he gave
thig opinion: “When I die—as I
shall soon—my body will decay. My
mind will decay and my intellect
will be gone. My soul? There is no
such thing.”

He prefers to describe himself as
a Materialist, rather than an Athe-
ist, though, of course, there is virt-
ually no difference. “I don’t like
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that word Athcism,” he¢ explained.
“It has been so badly twisted. I'd
rather say I am a Materialist.”

“There is no evidence wunder
the sun of g supernatura] power.
The universe is simply a product
of devolut‘ion, just as man is,” he
sald.

There are many Atheists who
call themselves Materialists, or Ra-
tionalists, or Freethinkers, or even
Agnostics, to take the “curse” off
that “twisted word, Atheism,” but
that doesn’t alter the fact that they
are, like Darrow, supporters of the
philosophy of Atheism. As I've ex-
plained many times before, Athe-
ism ig a eritical examination, and
rejection, of the assumptions of
Theism.

* * *
Rev. Gerald B. Winrod writes in his
magazine, “The Defender”: <“If
Lenin was not a Jew, why should
his children have spoken Yiddish?”
Please comment.

Thig preacher Winrod is one of
the leaders of the anti-Semitic
movement in the U. 8., his main
stock-in-trade being the thorough-
ly discredited Protocols of the Eld-
ers of zion, g fourgery which has
been exposed hundreds of times
but which continues to serve hate—
mongers like Winrod, a typical
Fundamentalist and disseminator
of lies against g persecuted minor-
ity. One of his pet subjects is “Jew-
1sh control” of the Soviet Union, a
“fact” exposed many times as be-
ing without authority., In the case
of Lenin, the Teason his children
never spoke Yiddish is because he
never had any children.

A real, professional liar who has
any sort of g following will go right
ahead spreading hig lies, even when
they are discredited, because he
knows the correctionz will appeal
only to the thinking part of the
population, while he is still able to
reach out and influence the un-
thinking majority who, through no
fault of their own, gre the easy vie-
tims of these charlatans. A dressed
up lie, as served by a Winrod, is
always more exciting than drab,
matter-of-fact accuracy, which
makes it so much easier for the
provokers of racial and theglogical

hate to funection. Leaderg of re-
ligious groups are notoriously suc-
cessful in spreading intellectual
poison-gas. Or is it, to take the
snappy phrase of a Washington
politician, a case of “halitosis of the
intellect”?
] * ®

It is argued, in support of lynch
law, that such summary treatment
of Negro criminals is necessary be-
cause of the slowness of the courts.
Please comment.

This statement is exploited by
believers in lynching, but the facts
explode the argument. The best
answer is the obvious fact that
most lynchings take place in those
states where the Negroes receive
rapid and harsh legal punishment.
The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People re—
ports as follows:

“In 10 southern states, from
June, 1930, to July, 1931, there
were 81 executions: 13 whites
and 68 Negroes. In 12 southern
states, for the same period, 669
life sentences were given:. 199
to whites and 470 to Negroes.
In South Carolina, from 1920
to 1026, 64.1 percent of Negroes
charged with murder or man-
slaughter were found guilty,
while g similar percentage for
whites was 31.7 percent.”

The statement adds that “this is
the only nation in the civilized
wourld which permits the hanging,
shooting and burning alive of hu-
man beings by mobs as a public
spectacle without interference by
law enfo‘r‘cemfnt *ofﬁcials.”

*

What's a Harlem diet? )
You pick your teeth and drink a
glass of water.
* % *®
Please comment on the slogan:
“Let the Sales Tax abolish Tax

Sales.”

Thig ftricky argument shouldn’t
deceive Lhie small home owners. It
has been shown that such a home
owner, who has a home worth
from $2,000 to $4,000, will pay more
through g sales tax if he has an

Income gnywhere from $1,000 to

$2,000 per year. The sales tax will be
100 percent more than the property
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tax, though the latter seems harder |

to pay because it must be raised in
a lump sum while the former is
paid “painlessly” every day of the
year. If small home taxpayers were
permitted to pay their fax bill in
‘monthly installments the amount
would then be comparatively “pain—
less.” Beware of that deceptive
slogan. It is intended to switch the
burdens of government to the pock-
ethook of the small home owners
and other mass gonsgmers.
*

"If you had to make a choice be-
tween living in Russia or the U. 8.,
which would you choose?

The U. 8. %‘

* ®

Can you explain why it is that Hit-
ler, who is such an obvious enemy
of labor, can get Germany’s work-—
ing class to honor his policies, as
they did on May 1?

There is no evidence that labor
“honored” Nazism on May Day. As
Hitler is in control of all means of
communication—billboards, radio,
press, meeting places, etc.—it’s no
wonder he can drum up a vast
audience every time he puts on a
show. But sce what happened in
Munich, Hitler’s home city. On
May 1, 1935, Hitler’s henchmen had
to cancel the Labor Front demon-
stration because they couldn’t get
enough workmen to march in the
parade. The Associated Press re-
ported: “It was said mony workers
refused point blank to spend the
holiday marching. . . . The Labor
Front management called off the
festivities. . . . Few workers ap-
peared at the rallying points from
which they were expected to
march.”

That ig good news to every lover
of freedom and decency throughout
the civilized world. Hiﬂer’s_spewe‘ch,
which was delivered in Berlin, con~-
tained the usual flowery phrases—
apbout unify, honor, “we sre mem-
bers of one people as ordalued by
God,” etc.—but not a word about
the things that are important to
the workers. They want to hear
less oratory and more plain state-
ments about employment, com-
merce, foreign trade, civil rights,
purchasing power, the cost of llv-

ing, wagcs, and other  material
'things that count. "hey want facts,
but they are given poetry. They
want social security, but are told
how “honorable” it is to be a Ger-
man,

Hitler may tell them they are a
“united” people, but they know tull
wel] they are “united” because Hit-
ler has machine guns trained on
them. Remove the threats of force
and see how long Germany will he
“united” for Hitlerism. When put
to the test, Hitler found that the
workmen refused even to march in
his honot. It is these workmen who
will eventually take action, and
when they do that, Hitler will find
that Germany has formed real
unity against Fascist banditry.

* £ 3 #
What is the political philosophy of
the Christian Scieénce Monitor?

It has always been g thoroughly
capitalistic sheet, but now we must
add that it is a supporter of mon-
archy. Perhaps for the first time
in the history of this nation, an
American newspaper issued a large,
special section devoted to Britain’s
royalty. The Monitor’s April 17,
1933, issue contalns a section of 16
pages extolling King George. In it
one finds perhaps 100,000 words of
disgusting praise for the figure-
head of British imperialism. The
king, “by the grace of God,” who
personifies British exploitation and
collective robbery 1n India, the Gold
Coast, South West Africa, Nigeria,
Gambia, Kenya, Western Samoa,
Southern Rhodesia, British Guiana
and other parts of the capitalistic
empire, is painted as g great and
noble friend of humanity. Ineci-
dentally, about half of this section
is taken up with expensive adver-
tising, paid for by British corpora- -
tiong, bhanks, department stores,
hotels, manufacturers, etc., which is
in keeping with Christian Science’s
eternal toadying to the rich and
the powertul.

& * ®
I was surprised to read that the N.
Y. Socialists, in thejr May Day
parade, carried the American flag
and permitted their bands to play
the national anthem. Youwll have
to admit that the more revolution—
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ary Communists would never stoop
to such inconsistencies.

There is no reason why the So-
cialists should not carry both the
red flag, which symbolizes the inter—
national brotherhood of man, and
the American flag, which symbol-
izes the best traditions of America,
embracing the revolutionary fath-
ers of the nation, the libertarian-
ism of Abraham Lincoln and the
present manifestation of ftrue
Americanism which rights Fascism,
repression, racial intolerance, and
supports the civilized ideas of free
thought, press, speech and the right
to meet and discuss social, political,
governimental and cultura]l prob-—
lems.

Your remark about “the more
revolutionary Communists” prought
a smile to this scribbler, It hap-
pens that I have rcad about the
Communist parade in New York
City, on May 1, 1935, and, while it
permitted no American flags or the
Singing of the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner, it did make room in its line of
mareh for 2,000 Negro followers of
Father Divine. They were dressed
as “angels,” which means they
marched through the streets garbed
in white cheesecloth, with Father
Divine gt the head of their section,
sitting in a Rolls Royce limousine,
driven by a liveried chauffeur. And
that isn’t all. What I'll now tell
about deserves a better pen than
mine. Gilbert and Sullivan could do
fuller justice to the delightful show
these angels and cupids, led by
“God” himself, put on in a Com-
munist parade, of all places. Here
are some of the banncry these
dark-skinned dupes carried:

“Father Divine is God.”

“Father Divine is the lily of
the valley.”

“Father Divine is the light of
the world and the bright and
shining star.”

“There is no space where
Father Divine is not.”

“God hgs truly come to earth,
Father Divine.”

“Over 20,000,000 people can't
be wrong. Thank you, father.”
What g comedy this would make!

Fancy Karl Marx and Lenin on the
reviewing stand, watching ‘the

“revolutionary” paraders pass by,
and_then picture, if you can, their
bewilderment on seeing Father Di-
vine and his outfit carrying the
above absurd banners! I wonder
what they’d say to Comrades Brow-
der and Foster?
%k * *

What is the tithe war in England?

England still endures tithes, a
form of church exploitation that
compelg farmers to pay one-tenth of
their income to the clergy. Farmers
in Norfolk, Suffolk and Kent coun—
ties, finding themselves unable to
pay the clerical parasites, have
been revolting against this legalized
form of extortion. The law, which
ig gtil] enforeed, permits the e¢hurech
to order sheriffs and their depufies
to attach crops, cattle and other
chattels to satisfy the claimg of
the preachers, who insist on thelir
10 percent. The Associated Press,
on April 14, 1935, reported g case of
a poor widow, in the Romney Marsh
district, who, while sick in bed,
saw the police confiscate all but
two of her cows. A neighboring
farmer’s haystack and three heifers
were seized for sale at public auc-
tion, the payments to be turned
over to the rich church treasury.
Attempts {0 reach the cleric were
frustrated by the police, who at last
permitted two of the 60 farmer
committeemen to talk with the
churchman, but with no results, be-
cause he insisted on his legal right
to the tithe. Hundreds of farmers
make futile attempts to resist the
police, ohe of their favorite devices
being to throw themselves on the
ground. in front o0f the loaded
trucks that are leaving farms where
chattels have been taken by force,
but the police merely cut their way
arcund them and make their way.
to the town market. Tithes have an
ancient history, going back to
Babylonian, Persian, Arapian,
Egyptian, Greecian and Roman
times. Until about two centuries
ago, the English farmers were com—
pelled to surrender the entire
profit of the first year’s operation
and then pay 10 percent thereafter.
The theory of the English tithe is
that \God gives the farmer his crop
or the animalg that livé off his soil,
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and it is only natural that the
farmer should show ‘his gratitude
by giving & tenth of this increase
to God’s own representatives—the
preachers—for otherwise God might

grow angry and curse the land,
thereby bringing famine and
drought. FEach year the farmers

rebel against this elerical hold-up,
but the law is still there and the
clergymen refuse to give in. The
pious parasites must have their
graft, which lhey will take by law,
if they have the power to write
and enforce such g statute, or,
lacking the support of the state,
they will beg their way, though
they prefer the former, because it’s
eagsier, surer, and more dignified.”
e * *

What are the facts regarding
Japan’s threatening invasion of
our domestic markets, particularly
in textiles?

The figures prove there isn’t the
least cause for alarm, even in tex—
tiles. Japan is buying far more
goods from us than it is selling us.
Such a good customer certainly
shouldn’t be driven away, and as
for buying from that country, we
should increase our purchases in-
stead of decreasing them. In 1934,
Japan bought goods worth 49,704,
000 yen more than it sold us, an
unfiavorable trade balance that
stands in contrast to Japan’s favor—

able trade balance of 172,746,000

yen in 1929.

Our textile interests are making
strong protests to President Roose-
velt because Japan, in February,
1935, shipped into our country a
total of 4,000,000 yards of cotton
textiles, but this volume ig slight—
only seven-tenths of one percent of
our own production, for the same
month.

In other fields the volume of
Japanese trade in the U. 8. is even
smaller, though to hear the howls
let out by our high tariff propa-
gandists one would imagine the
country was being flooded with
Japanese commodities. Our electric
bulb manufacturers have been par-
ticularly vociferous because of Jap-
anese competition in this field, but
here again the figureg tell g dif-
ferent story. In 1933, we bought

only $791,000 worth of bulbs from
Japan. The total for 1934 was but
$833,000. It isn’t the quantity that
bothered our manufacturers, but
rather the low price, which caused
much comment from the consum-
ers. As g result of this healthy com-
petition, American bulbs are now
being offered as low as 15 cents
each, for a popular brand, gnd even
this price is too high.

During 1934, we bought from
Japan only $2,6567,000 worth of
chinaware; $1,204,000 of straw hats;
$280,000 of dolls, and $1,280,000 of
other toys; $114,000 of lead pencils;
$638,000 of brushes. Such purchases
are not excessive; in. fact, they
could, and should, be increased. We
can’t expect to sell Japan goods
worth 398,928,000 yen, as we did in
1934, without spending something
in return. We used to be Japan's
best customer for its fine silk, but
that industry has almost been killed
by the crisis and the development
of rayon. Before 1929, we bought
great quantities of silk from Japan
and in return sold it our cotton,
but the silk market iy dead now,
with its price down about 75 per-
cent. :

If we stop buying from Japan,
we’ll have to expect to lose Japan
as g customer, and we can’t afford
to do that. President Roosevelt has
wisely refused to permit the high
tariff crowd to panic him into
shutting out Japanese goods.

* %k +*
What is the attitude of the religious
press towards the frequently ex—
posed Protocols of the FElders of
zZion?

The low-brow press—such as The
Defender, edited by the Rev. Win-
rod—keeps circulating these
charges of a Jewish world hegem-
ony. Such preacher-editors keep
their ignorant followers in g state
of hysteria, thereby increasing
their own profit gnd influence. On
the other hand, the more intelligent
church press accepts the plain fact
that these Protocols are forgeries.
The Christian Century and the
Christian Science Monitor, for ex-
ample, condemn the use of these so-
called Zion Protocols. In its issue of
April 30, 1935, the Christian Science
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Monitor printed g dispatch from its
Berne, Switzerland, correspondent,
from which I quote:

“Everybody who has gtudied
the matter is aware that the
documents, which have played
an extraordinary historic role
and are still influencing na—
tional and international policy,
are faked. The case was conclu-
sively proved when the original
—a purely fictitious work which
the compilers had copied—
was discovered by a correspond-
ent of the London Times. The
exposure (of the Protocols) was
complete. But the public at
large doubtless remained in
ignorance., . . .

A Rev. Winrod, when he meets a
statement like the above, smiles,
for he knows it can have no in-
fluence on the great body of his
readers, who are steeped in super-
stition and Fundamentalism, ready
to persecute an innocent minority,
The grticle from which I have just
quoted contains further interesting
and valuable suggestions, as fol-
lows:

“It is on these documents that
most of the anti-Semitic propa—
ganda has, more or less con-—
sciously, been based in recent
years. It is so based today, in
Germany and other countries.
Obviously if it be frue that the
directors of Jewry are plotting
an immense movement, and are
carrying out with cunning and
with skill a scheme which will
smash the existing system of
society, and place them in su-
preme power, than anti-Semit-
ism might seem +to be justified.

“But the whole argument
breaks down not only on the
denials of Jewish leaders, and
the obvious division of Jewish
opinion on political subjects,
but on the discredited origins
of the Protocols. ...

“It seems impossible that
anyone who, likec this corre-
spondent, has examined the
text of the Protocols and the
text of gz forgotten pamphlet
directed in 1864 against the
French Emporor Napoleon III,
can have any doubt that the

Protocols have been ‘inspired’
by the pamphlet. The satirical
publication was entitled ‘Dia—
logue in ‘Hades Between Mach—~
iavelli and Montesquiew’; it was
written by a lawyer named

Maurice Joly. Naturally it fell

into oblivion when Napoleon

wag overthrown.

“Ixtracts from each, set side
by side, are absolutely convinc-
ing. The necessary transforma—
tions are, of course, under—
taken. Chiefly Machiavelli, with
his reasoning, becomes the Eld-
ers of Zion....”

So far as I know, Father Cough-
lin has never made use of these
discredited Protocols when hie pur—
sues his disgracefully bigoted anti-
Semitism as a part of his program
of Catholic-Fasecism, but I certainly
wouldn’t be surprised if his type of
Fascist leader, considering that he
is so closely modeled after Hitler,
would, in time, use them as gn ex—
cuse for g great wave of racial per—
secution in this country. Forgeries
are favorite wecapons Iin wars of
racial hatred, or in religious strife.
The history of sectarian warfare is
crowded with manufactured evi-
dence. For example, during the re-
cent K. K. K. hysteria in this coun—-
try, when 100 percent Protestants
turned their guns on Catholics, they
circulated millions of copies of a
forgery which was known through-
out the land as “The Oath of the
Knights of Columbus.” At the time,
I wrote several articles exposing
this oath, as I've done more recent-
ly in exposing the fake Protocols.
In my discussions of <Catholic-
Fascism, especially as it presents
itself in the form of Coughlinism,
I have been sScrupulously wecareful
about my sources, quoting only
what I felt sure was reliable data.
I make mistakes, like everyoune else,
but when I get the correct infor—
mation I give complete expréssion
to the truth. But these hate-mong-
ers, like the Rev. Winrod, proceed
with their lying even after they
know they are disseminating false-
hoods. This country, like the rest of
the world, is in serious need of ac—
curate, reliable, honest, sincere and
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fearless sources of information and
organs of opinion.
& *

Is there any evidence to show that
the Russian government enforces
its laws against acts of racial per-
secution?

That this law is not a dead letter
is shown by a despatch [rom
Moscow, dated March 29, 1935,
which reports that five workers in
a canning factory in the Tkraine
were sentenced to prison for anti-
Semitism and for molesting Jewish
workers. Three of these prisoners
will be sent to Siberia after they
finish their prison terms. All five
prisoners have been expelled from
their labor union. Nuring the trial
a formal demand wag made to put
the factory management on trial
for tolerating anti-Semitic activi-
ties. :

©s * ] *

How many beggars are there
Russia?

Before the war, there were 1,000~
000. Ten years ago, there were
about 150,000. Today there are
about 40,000,

*

in

* *

Please comment on Hitler’s state-
ment that he must rearm Germany
because of danger of invasion from
Russia.

Hitler’s own official newspapers,
issued only a few days before he
announced his reason for establish-
ing 5 great grmy of conscripts, give
the lie to this war manioae. These
papers plainly say that Germany
must rearm because Hitler aims to
expand to the East at the expense
of the Soviet Union. This, written
in 1935, proves Hitler’s intentions
are aggressive, not defensive. Any-
one with the slightest knowledge of
what is going on in Europe feels
certain that it is against Russian
policy to embark on any kind of an
aggressive war. Russia has no ter—
ritorial ambitions. All it seeks is
peace and security.

E £ £
How much territory did Russia lose
since the World War?

Her losses were as follows: Latvia,
Esthonia, Finland, Lithuania, Pol-
and, Bessarabia and the Kars re-
gion. The last named was ceded to

Turkey. Bessarablg was grabbed by
Rumania. These provinces contain-—
ed about 25,000,000 people.

* % &

DR. W. J. ROBINSON IS DEAD

Dr. William J. Robinson, dis’in-
guished e’itor, author and uro’o-
gist, died at his office in New Yo'k
City on January 6, 1924, in his €6 h
year. A heart attack was the cavse
of his death. Dr. Robinson edited
a brilliant, informative, useful mag-
az'n>, ‘The Critie and Guide,” and
wrote unwards of 30 books on scien-
tific, philosophical and m<dical sub-
jects.

Dr. Robinson was a great firhter
for civilized s*andards and so ial
justice. A gr-at hater of shams and
frands, he was given to attacking
charlatans wi‘h a gus*o that vsual.
ly thrilled a-d amszed his many
readers.

During the World War he fou h?
against Amerira’s partivipation in
that sens less corfl’c*, and at one
time was arrested under the Espion-
age Act because of his forthright ut-
terances in favor of peace. In re-
cent years he wrote hundreds of
effective attacks:- on Nazism and
Fasc'sw. Hitler was his pet aver-
sion. He loathed all forms of racial
and national persecution.

A great believer in birth enntrol,
Dr. Robinson was a pionecer in this
movement, fichting far hig ideal of
sexual enlightenment during the
vears when such educatioral work
was dangerous. He was ever ready
to support unpopular causes. In the
world of religion, Dr. Rob'nson was
a sincere, firm Atheigt. He wrote
one book and numerous articles in
support of Freethought.

The realms of science and educa-
tion have lost a brave soldier, a
keen, enlightened student, an admir-
able commentator, and a debater
who knew how to put his full

strength behind his intellectual
blows.

The world wil]l long m‘ss Dr. Rob-
inson.

L
I'm with you in your educational cam-
paign to develop sentiment in favar of
nationalized banking. Is there any way
in which we readers can help?

One of my most valued subscribers,
Homer M. Green, of Middletown, N.
Y.—a dirt farmer who writes sen-
sible, sane letters to the newspapers
—helped in the work by writing a
short letter which the New York
Times printed on its editorial pagse,
November 29, 1985, Subseriber Green
caught almost every point of our
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banking policy in a few short sen-
tences, which I’'m glad to reprint be
low:

“As there is now over a billion
dollars of the people’s money on de-
posit in the government’s postal
savings, why not raise the cash
limit from $2,500 to $5,000 and at the
same time grant that hranch of the
government ful] commercial facili-
ties, including the clearing of
checks?

“This should he dane at ance, ‘cause
them banking boys at their recent
annual convention in New Orleans
showed a decided animus toward the
present administration, which has
helped them so greatly of late, by
heck.”

Other readers could prepare letters
on the same subject for use in their
local newspapers. In addition, they
should write to their Congressman and
Senators, with a copy going to the
White House. And then, of course,
remember what I’ve been pounding at
so long—do as little business as pos-
sible with the banks. The service
charges are outrageous. You can es-
cape them by paying your bills wih
cash, postal money orders, or postage
stamps. The mails are safe. Don’t
be afraid to trust the boys who run
Uncle Sam’s postoffice, They’re honest
and efficient.

L

So far as I can recall, all your reports
on Soviet Russia’s production are based
on the heavy industries. Have you any
figures dealing with the light industries?

The figures for 1935 indicate in-
creases right down the line in light
industry, except vodka, which declin-
ed 9,510,000 quarts over 1934. Meat
production increased by 79,000 tons;
butter by 11,000 tons. Face powder
production, 40,000,000 boxes; tooth-
powder, 50 percent gain; laundry
soap, 13,000-ton increase. During
1936, a perfume and cosmetic factory
will be erected at a cost of 75,000,000
rubles.

P
By what process would the leaders of
industry be chosen under a Socialist re-
gime?

In a Socialist society, the large-
scale industries—including distribu-
tion and communication—would be
socially owned and democratically
managed, or operated. In other words,
private ownership would make way
for collectivization, and industrial au-

‘

tocracy would be turned inte indus-
trial democracy.

There was a time when all political
institutions were autocratic—ruled
absolutely from the top. The demo-
cratic principle destroyed thig re-
gime in the most enlightened coun-
tries, and proof of the benefits of
the change will be found in the bet-
ter economie, social, political, cultur-
al, physical and mental status of the
people. Political democracy, with all
its faults, is better than poiitical au-
tocracy, or, as it’s called in these
days, Fascism. The facts demonstrate
that. But, this political democracy,
joined to industrial autocracy—in
which the instruments of large-scale
production are ruled from the top—
causes an unjust, unscientific, unbal-
anced social order. American Capi-
talism, which is tyranny in industry
wedded to democracy in polities, can’t
produce in an orderly way because it
is motivated only with a view to serv-
ing the profit-seeking top-rulers.

Socialism would extend democracy
from politics to economics. That, in
broad outline, is the policy aimed at.
Details must always be worked out
when the issues arise for solution.
The Abolitionists came out against
chattel slavery—as a broad general-
ization—but they left the details of
emancipation to be solved when the
situation reached the point where
remedies were ready to be applied.
That’s the common-sense attitude to
take when dealing in mass movements.
We must always beware of cut-and-
dried schemes; worked out to the last
comma, because such solutions have
to meet the tests of realistic condi-
tions.

The Socialist wants industrial de-
mocracy, in much the same spirit
that the great political libertarians
of the 18th Century wanted political
democracy. Just what steps will be
taken no one knows, though many are
always ready to suggest working
models. But such blue-prints of the
future are only another form of uto-
pianism. It may be that when the in~
dustries are socialized, the workers,
who best know their trades and in-
dustries, may vote for their superin-
tendents and upper officials. Tt seems
fairly logical to assume that that
might be one of the methods, though
it doesn’t necessarily follow that the
same method need be followed in every
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industry. For example, let us take
the postotlice department today. The
quarter of a million postal workers
could pick a better set of upper of-
ficials by democratic methods than
could the chairman of a political
party who is out to reward those who
were able to drum up the most votes
for the parly in power. I am inclined
to believe, from careful observation,
that the postal workers-—a keen, in-
telligent, efficient, honest lot—could
improve every branch of the service
if they were to apply themselves to
the problem of doing away with party
politics and electing from their own
ranks the postmasters, superintend-
ents, etc., who are to be in charge.
There might be mistakes, but in the
end the method would be a great im-
provement on present partisanship.
The important thing now is to es-
tablish ‘the broad principle of indus.
trial democracy. The details can be
worked out leger.

»

Is there any form of animal life that
never restg or sleeps?

The only bit of information I have
on this point is a clipping from the
London Times, which says:

“A shark never sleeps, never lets
up his ceaseless swimming through
the sea. From the minute he is
born he must keep that great tail
moving, fing fanning, and his ugly
face constantly on the watch for
food.”

k3 E3

How many bushels of wheat from this
year’s crop should be stored as a safe-
ty againgt the crop of 10367

Under Capitalism, with the great
grain elevators and mills belonging
to a small class, it's desirable to store
as little as possible, because that
would make for higher prices, regard-
less of the fact that there may not be
a sufficiency., The members of the
boards of trade hope for short-
ages, in order to boost their holdings.
On the other hand, the consumer
wantg enough of a surplus to
enable him to obtain flour, or bread,
at prices he can afford to pay. The
farmer produces in the hope that
others will produce less so that he
will get more. These paradoxes make
Capitalism fundamentally unsound.

The farmer welcomes the chinch
bugs in his neighbors’ crops. The
capitalistic government pays” some
farmers to produce less. The boarde

of trade register great increases in
quotations when there are reports of
droughts, hail storms, pestilence, etc.
A good crop report sends prices
down. The whole jumble is economic
madness. ’

The job of producing wheat should
be a social one, and its end should
be the feeding of the people. Under
a system of large-scale, socialized
farming, granting the full develop-
ment. of a Socialist system of produe-
tion, over-production of wheat would
be a cause for rejoicing, for it would
mean that a bad crop next year
wouldn’t cause distress. The wheat
would be produced as generously as
possible, because those employed at
this work would be creating soecial
values which they would be able to
exchange for the products of other in-
dustries. The motive would be to
produce more wheat, without regard
to the profit motives of speculators
or capitalistic-minded farmers. There
would then be no motive for plowing
under grain. The regime would want
still more grain as social insurance
against the possibilities of bad years
to come. If it should happen that
more was produced ‘than could possi-
bly be consumed, then it would be a
signal for a general stoppage for a
certain period, during which the pro-
ducers would continue to enjoy the
social values they had created.

L S
How would the percentage of wages of
the workers be determined under a
Socialist government?

When a Socialist regime succesds
in establishing the policy of collec-
tive ownership of the large-ccale fa-
cilities of production, ete., it follows,
logically, that the purpose of produc-
tion will be to satisfy the needs of
the people instead of piling up profits
for the capitalistic owners. There be-
ing no motive to exploit, it follows
that the socialistic policy of “wages”
would be on the basis of the full so-
olal value of what the worker pro-
duced. He would have the right to
consume the products of other indus-
tries, or his own, to the extent that
he produced things or services of
value to society, minus, of course,
such elements as social insurance,
pensions for the aged, hospitalization,
depreciation, ete.

This point marks one of the serious
differences between Socialism and
Communism. Where Soclalism, as
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stated, holds for the principle of giv-
ing each worker the full social value
of his labor, the Communists, theoret-
ically, hold that the worker should
render such services as he is able, in
return for which he is to take out
of society whatever he may need. In
an ideal social state, with limitless
facilities for production, I fail to sec
how Communism could be a m’stake,

but such a social order belongs to the|R

distant, remote future, The immedi-
ate problem is socialization, which
the Socialist would operate on the
basis of strict production for use,
added to the policy of rewarding only
those who serve the community, to
the extent that their efforts are pro-
ductive and useful.
L
In a recent Freeman you called Paine’s
Age of Reason a mind-liberating book.
In this I agree with you and would be
very thankful if you would list the
names of a dozen books of the same
mind-awakening caliber.

Giving only my personal opinion,
’d offer the following mind-liberating
books: 1. Thomas Paine’s Age of Rea-
son. 2. Joseph McCabe’s little blue
books on religion. 3. Ingersoll’s Lec-
tures. 4. Desecartes’ Discourse On
Method. 5. Gibbon’s two famous chap-
ters on Christianity. 6. Nietzsche’s The
Antichrist. 7. Baron D’Holbach’s
System of Nature. 8. Lucretius’ On
the Nature of Things. 9. Voltaire’s
Candide. 10. Charles Darwin’s works
on Biology. 11. Prof. Huxley’s lec-
tures on Evolution. 12. Bertrand Rus-
sell’s Has Religion Made Useful Con-
tributions to Civilization?

s e e
My last two Freeman issues were passed
on to an acquaintance, as I bhelieve this
to be an effective way to arouse interest
in your publications.

Thanks for the friendly act. I ap-
preciate such efforts. My readers, alas,
are an individualistic outfit, pre-
ferring to keep The Freeman a secret,
instead of doing their utmost to in-
crease this publication’s influence.
Not more than one in a thousand
takes the trouble to introduce the pa-
per to friends and aequaintances, 1
wish more readers would take it on
themselves to get at least one friend
to subscribe. I need the extra read-
ers. Also, let me suggest that more
readers follow the lead of William
E. Dippon, of Indianapolis, the writ-
er of the ahave, and pass on their

.issues of The Freeman when fin'sh d

with them.
L

“In the enlightened civilizations of the
future, I feel that the Haldeman-Julius
press will be remembered as one of
the few clear-minded and truth-seeking
groups in a period marked by religious
reaction, returm to homosexual and
syphilttic dictators, and hypocritical and
oppressive Capitalism.”—Harry Brobst,

e e
I recall having seen on.)X public walls a
two-line jingle, of which I can recall
only the first line, as follows: “Some
come here to sit and think.” Can you

supply the second line?
I don’t recall ever having seen such
a poem. The line submitted has some-
thing of the swing of Shakespeare, or
maybe it’s Kipling. Don’t tell me it’s
from Eddie Guest or Longfellow.
Perhaps some of my readers who are
familiar with the finer things in
poetry can help out this lover of lit-
erature, for the thought suggests a
visit to the sacred haunts of piety
for purposes of meditation and pray-

er.

L
Will any cream on the market today
prevent wrinkles on the face? i

There is no cream that can do away

with, prevent or Thelp prevent
wrinkles. Wrinkles are caused main-
ly by internal conditions, which ecan’t
be reached by a cream or salve ap-
plied externally.

* *

Please explain the meaning of these
frequent arrests of Catholic dignitaries
in Germany because of the vielation of
Nazi laws dealing with money.

The Catholic Church, which is an
international business and real estate
corposacion, has what ‘it ealls, in-
nocently, “Peter’s pence.” This sounds
as though a few pence are gathered
here and there for the upkeep of the
Pope. What it really amounts to is
an international assessment, by which
the Pope gets literally hundreds of
millions of dollars each year—all in
the name of “Peter’s pence.” It would °
not do to call it “Peter’s millions.”

Germany, however, forbids the ex-
portation of money, because of the
shaky condition of its financial and
economic structures. Now and then,
a bishop, or perhaps some priests or
nuns, leaving for Rome, are caught
with thousands of marks on their
persons. They are arrested and
charged with the erime of violating
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Hitler’s monetary laws—and that, of
course, eurages Lhe Pope, because he
simply must have his “Peter’s pence.”
The latest report has it that the Ger-
man Catholic hierarchy has 20,000,
000 marks on deposit in German
banks, earmarked for the Pope, but
unable to get the cash to him. This,
naturally, ic o scrious blow at the
spiritual-minded, unworldly, money-
hating Vatican. But, God’s light has
a way of shining through the clouds,
and it looks as though the problem
will be solved to the complete satis-
faction of the saintly, untainted Pope.

Here’s the scheme, as it’s been
worked out: Mussolini will give the
Pope TItalian bonds to the value of
the 20,000,000 marks in the German
banks. The Pope will lhen assign this
money to Mussolini, in order to help
that amiable gentleman continue his
perfectly Christian war on Ethiopia
and in other ways oil up the war
machine. Germany will recognize the
assignment, giving Mussolini a credit
which he can use as he sees fit in
making purchases in Hitlerland. In
that manner everybody is satisfied—
the Pope gets hig “Peter’s pence” in
the form of Italian bonds; Mussolini
goes into Germany to buy what he
wants of iron, steel, coal, ete., Hitler’s
administration keeps the money at
home and gets it transferred from the
Catholic accounts in German banks
to the official treasury of the govern-
ment. Great is God! The Lord will
provide!

L S

Please explain how the government is
helping wrlters.

The Writers’ Division, Professional
and Service Project of the Works
Progress Administration, in Washing-
ton, D. C., is taking about 4,500 writ-
ers from the relief rolls and putting
them to work on an encyclopedic sur-
vey to be called The American
Guide, which will ill five volumes
of 600 pages each. Every section of
the U. S. will be described. This
writers’ project will strive to cover
the following: general topography;
flora and fauna: historical settings
and bhackgronnds: archeologieal re-
mains; parks; army and navy posts,
armories; monuments and landmarks;
literature, art, music and drama;
libraries and museums; educational
facilities; societies and associations;
ethnography —races represented;
highways: manufacturing and indus-

tries; products—exports and imports;
natural resources, developed and un-
developed, ete,

There will be other writers’ pro-
jects, including the compilation of
an encyclopedia of governmental
funections.

LR S

You have been pounding al TFather
Coughlin for many months, but it seems
apparent that the priest is just shooting
off his mouth without regard for Fasc-
ism or the destruction of democracy.

I have poured forth numerous
columns of facts, citations, quotations,
ete.,, to prove Coughlin’s Fascism. At
this time I will rest my answer on
the words of the Rev. John Haynes
Holmes, famous preacher, who, on
Decemher 2, 1935, gaid:

“The voice of Coughlin is the
voice of Fascism and is one of the
most dangerous menaces to democ-
racy. I am alarmed at millions lis-
tening to it over the radio, who
think it has anything consistent
with democratic traditions.”

e Rt R
Being in the poultry business, I find
that cannibalism among my chicks is
a problem. Is there a remedy?

Your chicks, especially if {hey are
white, pluck feathers, and when they
draw blood their cannibalistic in-
stinet is aroused, compelling them to
destroy and eat the victim. A Minne-
apolis poultryman, Edward A. Schutz,
claims to have solved this problem
by an experiment with a red light.
He claims that such a light makes
the chicks see black. When the blood
specks appear, they look black and
therefore don’t arouse the cannibal-
istic impulse. N
Who pays for the expenses of Federal
Deposit Insurance?

On December 15, 1935, the banks
under the plan of Federal Deposit
Insurance (F. D. I. C.) were assessed
on all deposits over ‘$100 at the rate
of 75c¢ for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof, This expense will be passed
on to the depositors by either the ap-
plication of serviee charges or a di-
rect charge against the depositor’s
balance. Ags I've gtated before, de-
posit “insurance” is a delusion and a
snare. The public will pay for “pro-
tecting”” its own money, on which the
bankers will earn interest. And then,
should there be another bank ecrash
and the reserve collected through as-
sessments become exhausted in paying
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off losses, the depositors will find
themselves compelled to either put up
more money or get along without
this “protection.” The whole thing
is crooked. I urge depositors to put
their money in the Postal Savings
Banks, where no service charges are
assessed agamst accounts. Then, in-
stead of writing checks, resort to pos-
tal money orders or cash. Also, be
sure to urge your congressman and
senators to pass a law extending com-
mercial facilities to postal savings ac-
counts, including the clearing of
checks.
LR

How many Negroeg does Britain rule
in Africa?

37,000,000. These black men are
watching Ethiopia’s attempts to save
its independence, and should the arm-
ies of Haile Selassie succeed in de-
feating Mussolini’s mechanized le-
gions, there’s no telling what the peo-
ple of the Dark Continent would do
to British imperialism. England is in
a most delicate spot—it can’t let Ital-
ian imperialism defy the British, and
at the same time it fears what would
happen should the Ethiopians whip
Italy. England’s armed forces in
Africa are relatively small, compared
to the wvast territories and popula-
tions they rule

" ,
Some years ago I heard a lecture of
yours in Topeka, in which you told a
story you got from some Kansas City
preacher, dealing with a girl in a bath-
tub. Would you mind repeating it?

I don’t know how it’ll sound in
print, but T’ll try to oblige. I got the
little yarn from L. M. Birkhead, who
has, to my knowledge, used it several
times, and always with good results.

A certain hell-raising, puritanieal,
bl‘ue-nos«ed Fundamentalist preacher
in Kansas City—I believe his name
was Rev. Hargitt, or something like
it—delivered a sermon at the time
the theatrical producer, Earl Carroll,
got into trouble for arranging a
champagne bath for a beauntiful
chorus girl as entertainment for the
guests at. a private function. The
preacher went on like this:

“What did this devil Carroll do?
He poured gallons of champagne into
a ‘tub, and, before hundreds of men,
brought out a beautiful, but wanton,
woman, who proceeded to take off her
clothes, down to the last stitch. Mark
you, this section”—proper gesture—

“was exposed. She put her feet into
the tub of champagne. She got down
on her knees. Then she SAT in the
champagne! Then she splashed it
around, over her shoulders and mam-
mary glands. Then demon Carroll
invited the men guests up to the stage
to dip into that champagne while the
shameless hussy was still SITTING
IN IT! What do you think of that?”’

To which a little fellow in the con-
gregation yelled:

“Unsanitary !”

s :

T've received literature from the Na-
tural Body Brace Co., Salina, Kansas,
offering a device that is guaranteed to
overcome illnesses such as backache,
curvatures, nervousness, indigestion, co-
litis, neuritis, lung troubles and kidney,
liver and bladdex troubles. I’lease com-
ment.

It’s the bunk. Beware.
d g

Don’t you think thalt what Lhis world
needs, in addition to a good 5c¢ cigar,
is a spel] of Charlie Chaplin?

I have found an excellent 5c cigar,
but unfortunately it costs me $7.50
per 100. Another b5c cigar I smoke
with a certain amount of solace should
properly be sold at the rate of three
for a dime. So the great goal set by
the late Vice President Marshall,
two decades ago, is still to be won.
Perhaps the cellophane wrappers
have something to do with the is-
sue, for it seems to my lay mind that
they give the cigar s~0meth1ng akin
to high blood pressure.

Soon we shall have Chaplin’s new
plcture, Modern Times, and I know
in advance it’ll be g'ood for the im-
mortal Charlie hasn’t disappointed me
yet. What this world needs is belly
laughs, and who but Charles Spencer
Chaplin can give them to us? 1In
these days of Mussolini, Haile Se-
lassie, Hitler, Goering, Goebbels,
Streicher, Laval, Father Coughlin,
Townsend, Upton Sinclair, F. R,
Lord ’‘erbert ‘oover, movie bank
nights, radio jokes, sanctions, the
Voice of FE=xperience, anti-Semitism,
unbalanced budgets, busted purchas-
ing power, auto accidents, Japanese
imperialism, South American revolu-
tions, British music and the humor
of Irvin S, Cobb, there is urgent need
for escape, if only for a few hours,

What would be better than an im-
mediate revival of the great works of
Charlie Chaplin? Let our thousands
of movie theaters agree to set gside
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a Chaplin Week, during which we will
be able to see thosc deathless master-
pieces again—Shoulder Arms, A
Dog’s Life, The Kid, and the other
life-giving tales of the world’s most
amusing man. The world would be a
better place to live in if such a Chap-
lin Week were to be given to this
sour and humorless p]%‘net.
+

Can you say whether the Unity School
of Chrig’ianity, at Kansas C ty, Mo., is
a commercial organization or is sincere
and is trying to make this a better
world?

I have, during the past decade or
more, printed numerous pieces about
this Unity outfit. The so-called
“school” has worked out a “popular-
ization” of Christian Secience. The
latter is supposed to be just a little
too “high-brow,” ¢o the Unity gang
made over its religious hokum with a
view to appealing to a lower mental-
ity. The results have been most grati-
fying—from the viewpoint of the
“school’s” promoters. The whole thing
is just one more commercial racket,
but having religious connections it is
let severely alone by the authorities.
A fake that’s offered in the name
of religion automatically earns the
right to follow any methods, however
questionable. One of the worst fea-
tures of this money-grabbing gang
is its mass-prayers from some sacred
room in the temple of Unity., You
pay your money and at a certain time
some master or mistress of mumbo-
jumbo goes into the silences and ar-
gues God out of bumping you off
with a cancer or a bunion. There’s
no limit-to the number of moneyed
yokels who can be trimmed in this
" racket alone., And there are many
other features just as brazen—and
profitable. The place reeks with
money—buildings go up like eanton-
ments in war time—and all in the
name of religion, .gluﬂs mazuma,

* *

How can Frank B. Robinson, the great
religious leader in Moscow, keep up his
racket year after year?

You've got me stumped. Perhaps
old Barnum was right. This Idaho
prophet poses as a “psychologist,”
though I know of no great expert in
this field of science who recognizes
him as such. He ties up his pseudo-
psvchology with a bunk-ridden re-
ligion that is supposed to put his cus-
tomers in direct contact with health,

wealth and happiness by the applica-
tion of Jesus' hidden meanings, dis-
covered only by the great Robinson,
of Moscow, Idaho, not Russia,

I learn from Warren Weitzel, Ne-
vada, that Dr. Robinson (pardon the
“Dr.”) sells his printed “discoveries”
at $20 per set, cash, or $28 in pay-
ments, which is right nice pay for
“discoveries” that take up the space
needed by a fair-sized pamphlet.
After getting this money, according
to literature seen by Reader Wellz:l,
the Moscow Jesus then does some fine
panhandling. He’s after more cash,
and gets it by outright begging. “Per-
haps you will be able to give only a
few dollars.” That’s the “message.”
This, of course, is done in the blessed
name of the grcat. crcative life spirit
which works only through the Idaho
“doctor” but seems unwilling to give
him all the money he thinks he should
have, thus making it necessary for
this gigantic master of science and
psychology to panhandle his vietims.

Dr. Robinson’s slogan, I understand,
is “1,000,000 students by 1937 If
that goal is reached—and here I ad-
mit Pm beyond my depth—the cash
register will show receipls of sume-
thing like $20,000,000. Even if we
were to allow 75 percent for expenses,
printing, advertising, etc., the Idaho
whiz-bang would still have $5,000,000.
That’s hitting at a pretty bright goal.
And there’s the possibility of nice
dividends from the campaign of beg-
ging, along the lines of “If you can’t
spare a hundred dollars for this great
work, perhaps you can send me a few
dollars to help me carry on my noble
work for humanity.,” I’'m touched to
the depths. L;t’s ’];ia‘ss‘qthe hat.

Cal Coolidge once spoke up for the col-
lection of the war debt with the remark:
“They hired the money, didn’t they?”
Please comment.

Did the Allies really hire the
money? I know of no money having
passed between the U. S. and the
governments who were on our side in
the war. Instead of lending them
money, we supplied them with mu-
nitions, explosives, chemieals, wheat,
copper, lead, iron, steel, oil, cotton,
meats, and the like. There’s no doubt
that if the U. S. had agreed to settle
these war debts by accepting goods
instead of money from Britain, France
and the others, the debts would have
been paid. But we didn’t want the
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debts paid that way, To accept such

goods would mean the disruption of |

our economic system, as it operates
under Capitalism. We want money,
not goods, and that's impossible un-
der present exchange conditions. So,
it would have been more accurate fog
Cal Coolidge to have said: “They
hired our goods, didn’t they?”
LR N

As PI'm troubled with surplus hair, 1
want to know if I can trust the offer of
X-Basin, distributed by Hall and Ruckel,
Inc., to permanently remove the surplus,
and “discourage, devitalize .and lessen
the future growth of such hair”? Fur-
thermore, can I trust the claim that
“it is safe, harmless, non-irritating and
mild?” Tt is supposed to be endorsed by
great scientists,

The whole thing is hovey. Save
your money. Don’t let this gyp clean
you out. Beware of this outrageous
bunk.

L

What makes an onion bring tears to
the eyes?

W. R. Beattie, of the U. S. Bureau
of Plant Industry, says young onions
don’t have the oil that produces tears.
It’s an old onion that gives off the
vil that causes eyes to cry. Added to
mature age is the element of growth
under hotter temperatures, The
highly volatile oil which brings tears
will not be found in sufficient quanti-
ties in onions that are picked in the
spring or early summer. The same
authority says a ton of onions con-
tains less than a tenth of a pint of
the volatile oil, which gives one a
hint regarding;x‘ its ’Xgree:;s strength.

In a speech in California, early in De-
cember, 1935, Herbert Hoover said: “If
Agnosticism grows our whole civiliza-
tion will topple.” Please comment.

I don’t feel certain that Lord ’erbert
‘oover has yet qualified as a philoso-
pher, historian, or sociologist, His
remark shows appalling, devastating
ignorance, We are given to under-
gtand that without religious men—
a la Billy Sunday, William Jennings
Bryan, Mrs., Aimee Semple McPher-
son, J. Frank Norris, Father Cough-
Hg, and the like——eivilization is doom-
ed.

The fact is, history shows that civil-
ization was at ity lowest when it was
most pious. Page the Dark Ages.
As civilization grew and prospered,
religion declined, until now, for all
practical purposes, we are entering

an age of Agnosticism,

If Lord ’oover knew his history he
wouldn’t talk such rot. If he looked
at the real makers of civilization—
in learning, art, musie, statesmanship,
philosophy, science, invention, com-
merce, literature, poetry, history, bi-
ography, economics, journalism, etc.
—he would see that the main work
was done by Freethinkers,

Let me dash off a list of names—
representing all shades of doubters,
anti-clericals, skeptics, Agnostics,
Freethinkers, Rationalists, Atheists,
etc.—and then let Lord ’oover decide
what kind of a civilization we would
have had these figures never lived
and given the wealth of their intel-

lects and talents to humanity. My
quick compilation follows:

Lincoln Engels

Jefferson Marx

John Adams Gibbon

Walt Whitman Hume

Thomas Paine Herbert Spencer
Ingersol] Epicurus

Lester F. Ward Lucretius

Mark Twain Confuciug
Clarence Darrow Omar Khayyam
H. L. Mencken Shelley

Karl Kautsky Gosthe

Dr. Freud Schiller
Muensterberg Erasmus
Jastrov Rabelais
Havelock Ellis Boccaccio

Van Loon Renan

Geo. Jean Nathan | Santayana
Sinclair Lewis John Dewey

Bruce Bliven
Joseph W. Krutch
Nietzsche

Hegel

Clemenceau
Thomas A. Edison
Luther Burbank

Maynard Shipley
Clement Wood
Joseph McCabe
Vance Randolph
Frnest Boyd
Isaac Goldberg
Joseph Lewis

Anatole France Brahms

Emile Zola Besthoven
Voltaire Stephen Girard
Diderot L. M. Birkhead
D’Holbach Bertrand Russell

Jean Jaures

Ernst Haeckel

J. M. Robertson Eugene V. Debs
Charles Darwin Morris Hillquit
Prof. Huxley «{ Victor L. Berger
Einstein Charles A. FEliot
Haldane President Grant

Chapman Cohen Thoreau

Dr. Robinson Jack London
Gorky H. G. Wells
Bebel Romaine Rolland
Lassalle Henri Barbusse

Robert Burns Joh; Morley

Now that the Rock of Gibraltar is so
much in the news because of the Italo-
British crisis in the Mediterranean, it
would be useful to know if England’s
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hold on that fortress has ever been
challenged?

The Rock of Gibraltar has been in
British hands since 1713. This, of
course, includes the 14-mile wide
strait which the 1,396-foot rock com-
mands. This erown colony has a nor-
mal military population of about
3,000, with about 17,000 civilians liv-
ing in the town at the foot of the
rock. For four years (1779-83) the
Spaniards besieged the
couldn’t budge the British garrison
that was ordered to hold this na-
tural fortress at all costs.

L

Who committed more murders—Hitler or
Mussolini?

The average person thinks Hitler
did more bloody work, but keen ob-
servers like George Seldes and Dr.
William E. Bohn hold that while there
are no actual statistics it is safe to
cstimate that Mussolini did 10 times
as many murders as Hitler. And
that doesn’t even take into consider-
ation the deaths he caused on both
sides in East Africa,

LR

1 have been told by various people that
ex-President Hoover tried to ship gold
out of the country contrary to law and
that President Roosevelt had it brought
back by force. Have also been told that
Hoover wished to return to California
via the Panama Canal but was forbidden
to leave the country by Roosevelt. I
wish to know how much truth there is
in these rumors.

I've heard the first one many times
during the past year or more. The
second one—about the Panama Canal
—is new to me. As for the truth of
these rumors, you may put them both
down ag ridiculous lies. There isn’t a
grain of fact in either yarn.

LS S

In his December 1, 1935, broadcast,
Father Coughlin did a puzzling flip-flop
on the question of Roosevelt. Please
comment;

Last year the Coughlin slogan was
“Roosevelt or Ruin.” During the two
weeks prior to the Decemboer 1 broad-
cast, the priest’s slogan was “Roose-
velt and Ruin” And then, as you
say, he came around to Roosevelt
again by purring and murmuring
that he never was against the New
Deal, that he really wanted only to
help make it a thing of perfection.
This intellectual contortionist had,
as he confessed, heard from his fol-
lowers. He realized that Roosevelt

Rock, but

was much stronger than he had imag-
ined, despite the assaults of the Lib-
erty League, Wall Street bankers,
the Hearst press and the other repre-
sentatives and gpokesmen of incipient
and real Fascism. That explains the
beautiful about-face. But don’t let
that worry you. If, on the morrow,
he feels it’ll be safe to pour it on
Roosevelt, he’ll do so again, for the
man is utterly without honesty, de-
cency or consistency, except as he
seeks to lead America gradually in
the direction of the Catholic Fasc-
ism that has made Central Europe
one vast inquisitional torture cham-
ber and concentration camp.

%
1 have been following the flights of the
China Clipper with the keenest interest
and admiration. What does it weigh?
Are bigger shipg along the way?

The China Clipper weighs 50,000
pounds. Tis performance has been
worthy of the greatest praise. The
men who guided this great airplane
did their job intelligently, efficiently
and, above all, modestly. The whole
thing is a splendid achievement for
American science and resourcefulness.

Igor I. Sikorsky, world-famous pio-
neer builder of aireraft, contributed
an article to the National Aeronautic
Magazine, December, 1935, in which
he predicted that the clippers of five
years hence will weigh about 200
tons. Such ships will be able to make
overnight flights to Europe, without
a stop. .

Mr. Sikorsky reports that he is
now at work on two new clippers.
One is 40 tons, the other 85 tons. The
largest ship he has turned out thus
far weighs 19 tons.

Regarding the question of strato-
gphere flying, Mr. Sikorsky disap-
proves, for the following reason:

“T do mot visualize stratospheric
flying across the ocean. It is feasible
and possible, but there are no great
advantages; and certainly the com-
forts of the passengers would be
less. Far these reasons, T believe
the conventional ships flying from
15,000 to 20 000 feet high, with some
provision for releasing oxygen in
the cahins, offer the mast practical
solution to long-distance over-ocean

travel.”
L
Did Voltaire write: “I differ with every-
thing you say, but will fight to the death
for your right to say it”?

I always thought he did ufter that
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famous line, but Dr. William J. Rob-
ingon recently challenged anyone to
prove it, and no proof was forthcom-
ing, despite the fact he offered a re-
ward, The remark was traged to an
author who now admits the sentence
wasn’t taken from Voltaire’s works
but was worded to reflect the general
philosophy of toleration held by that
famous libertarian. I'm rather in-
clined to agree with the person who
offered this explanation, though I
must add it would be highly unethi-
cal to keep on reprinting the quota-
tion ag a direct citation from Vol-
taire’s writings. If the thing is to
be used, one should add words to
the effect that it is “in the spirit of
Voltaire,” or something to that effect.
Of course, I'm rcady to agrec that
Voltaire would have been the last
person in the world to “fight to the
death” for anything, let alone free
press. He loved liberty, free thought,
free speech, free inquiry and the other
important gifts of modern civiliza-
tion, but he certainly wouldn’t have
died for them. He, like the sane,
sensible, shrewd philosopher he was,
would utter his broadsides and before
the enemy could annihilale him he’d
be off for Switzerland or some other
temporary haven of safety. He
thought it was important to fight for
freedom, but not to die for it, and
that's right sensible philosophy. Any
fool can die for his notions. How
much better it is to back up tempo-
rarily “when the fight gets too hot,
in order to wait for the moment when
it’ll be safe to lambaste one’s enemies
again! That sounds unspectacular
and unheroic, but it’s good dope, es-
pecially if you want to live long—
and Voltaire not only fought for
many decades but actually managed
to live until he was somewhere around
83 years old before he had to die a
perfectly unromantic, untheatrical
death in a safe, warm bed, Yes, Vol-
taire wouldn’t have died for the
other’s right to talk freely, but he
found some other way to blast the

suppressionists with an epigram,
story, novel or play.
(O

What have you against the American
Legion?

My objections to the Legion are
based on the reactionary leadership
of this body, the readiness to resort
to violent attacks on the civil rights

of spokesmen for unpopular or mi-
nority groups, the frequent hints of
Fasecism, the flaunting of the bogy of
“Red Communism” in order to keep
down those elements who would in-
crease democracy in politics and ex-
tend it to industry, and numerous
other tory, unprogressive, undemo-
cratic, unconstitutional acts. The Le-
gion can cry for the bonus in the
fullest spirit of patriotism and then
denounce as traitors strikers who
would use their industrial power to
get more bread for their families.

The veterans of the G. A. R. are
in an entirely different class because
they really did a great work in sav-
ing the Union and crushing the slave-
holding class. No person would
dream of complaining over their ac-
tivities, past or present. They earned
their pensions. They did a tremen-
dous job in the finest spirit of modes-
ty, and when it was over they didn’t
pour into civil ranks with a view to
browbeating holders of unpopular
opinions.

On the other hand, the Legion
patriots participated in an unneces-
sary and stupid war, in which victory
was as damaging as defeat, with
shouts at one moment that the war
was to end war and make the world
safe for democraecy, and in the next
breath cheering for rampant militar-
ism and urging the denial of consti-
tutional rights to persons who have
ideas that don’t happen to jibe with
those of Wall Streeters, big daily edi-
torial writers, time-serving politicians
and greedy m’lx‘mitigns ;nterests.

Why does the Old Guard in the Social-
ist party oppose the’/ Communist party?

Louis Waldman, one of the leaders
of the Old Guard and cha‘rman of
the State Committee of the Socialist
party of New York, puts the issue in
the following words:

“The Socialist party has tradition-
ally and consistently adhered to the
principles of democracy and free-
dom. The Communist party belicves
in dictatorshin and suppression of
civil rights. Between the two the e
is an unbridgeable gulf.”

E

Why Jo you think Hitler will be a
“harder nut to crack” than Mussolini?
Isn’t there the beginning of an under-
ground movement in Germany while
Italian radicalism lies prostrate?

Hitlerism is more enduring than
Mussgolini’s Fascism, because the

-



46

Questions and Answers

former is based on organized gang-
sterism. By that I mean that if Hit-
ler were to die, German Fascism
could go on as long as his gang
could keep itself organized and effec-
tive. If Goebbels and Goering were
to rub each other out, there’s always
the army ready to establish a military
dictatorship. Besides, Germany has
greater wealll, resvurces, industrial
equipment and population to work
with. Hitler has created numerous
economic difficulties in Germany, but
the situation there isn’t as bad as
what has resulted from Mussolini’s
years of tyranny in Italy. Mussolini
is clean busted, and the ecountry he
has ruined is too weak to resist, for
the present, but should there be a
great military defeat—which isn’t at
all impossible—the whole Fascist state
will fall about Mussolini’s head.
With Mussolini out of the way, Ital-
ian Fascism wonld most likely he
through, while this, as I explained,
wouldn’t necessarily have to happen
in Germany should Hitler be shunted
aside, It’s true that Germany Iis
building up a strong underground
movement against Hitlerism, but it’s
a mistake to conclude that opposition
in Italy is totally dead. It’s waiting
for the right time to get into action.
The people have been propagandized
into aceepting Mussolini’s bluffs and
' insanities, but this condition won’t
last much longer. The belt has been
pulled up too often. The limit has
been reached. When the people, in
final desperation, realize that they
have ruined their country in order to
satisfy the mad ambitions of a bull-
dozing lunatic, they ean be counted on
to bring that great and beautiful land
back into the family of civilized na-
tivns.  As I've said before, Ethiopia
may well prove the graveyard of Ital-
ian Fageism. But Hitlerism’'s grave-
vard may need somethine more sub-
stantial-—perhgps a world war.

P e e

When the medieval Catholic Church op-
posed usury, did this mcan sll intercst?

In his book, God and Mammon,
J. A. Hobson answers your question,
as follows:

“‘Usury,’ as condemned by the me-
dirval Church, did not signify, as
now, an excessive ra‘te of interest
on a loan. All interest, regarded as
a. fixed payment stipulated in ad-

vance for the loan of money, was
usury........IT IS HARDLY NECES-

SARY TO ADD THAT THE CON-
DEMNATION OF MONEY-LEND-
ING (EVEN WITH THE QUALIFI-
CATIONS I HAVE SPECIFIED) DID
NOT APPLY TO LARGE FINAN.
CIAL OPERATIONS CONDUCTED
BY THE RICH AND GREAT. Kings
and feudal nobles borrowed for their
war needs and their extravagances
from the internationa] money mar-
ket long organized in Italy, Ger-
many, and later in Holland. The
Church itself, in the person of the
Pope, regularly employed these fi-
naunce-houses for lending or for bor-
rowing, and even used threats of
excommunication as a means of en-
forcing interest payments. PRO-
TESTS WERE MADE FROM TIME
TO TIME BY MORALISTS AGAINST
SUCH DISCRIMINATION, BUT IN
VAIN.”
O I

Writing a letter to you often helps me
to clear up ideas in my mind, for I so
often find that I was wrong even before
your - criticism comes. I erroneously -
tried to defend Consumers’ Research.
Can you suggest a real, sincere consum-
ers’ organization?

The general cooperative movement
is making splendid headway in this
country, as I've shown in a number
of brief articles, giving figures to sup-
port the assertion. Of course, we still
have a long way to travel before wv
even approach the ecooperatives of
foreign countries, especially Sweden,
Norway, Denmark, England, Soviet
Russia, etc. But we are on our way.

As DI've explained before, Consum-
ers’ Research started out with a good
purpose, but it soon found itself be-
trayed by its organizers. Limiting
the information strictly to members
wasg just one more proof of the organ-
ization’s determination to cash in ra-
ther than to enlighten consumers on
how to buy and what to look for in
goods. I suspected the organization
from the moment I learned that its
information was strictly confidential,
for I knew its excuse that it wan'ed
to avoid libel suits was not the real
reason. As 1 pointed out at the time,
it’s just as libelous to limit one’s ex-
pression to an organization’s members
as it is to broadcast the libel to the
general public. This excuse couldn’t
hold water, because it was intended
merely to hide the real reason—the
desire to cash in on the consumers’
needs rather than serve to educate

the consumers. In addition, the or-
'ganization became a dictato<hip, and
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that resulted in dissension, union
smashing, strikes and lock-outs. The
mess is an unfortunate one, but this
doesn’t mean a real cooperative move-
ment of consumers couldn’t be made
a huge success.

It might be worth our while to
watch the progress of Cooperative
Distributors, Ine., 30 Irving Place,
New York City. The organization
issues a monthly publication, which
is edited by James Rorty, well-known
contributor to the liberal press.
There may be something worth while
there.

de
Is it true that publishers have been
jailed for issuing the works of Thomas
Paine?

You will find an interesting and
revealing passage on this point in
The Dynamics of Religion, by J. M.
Robertson, as follows:

“In 1812, after Iaine’s death, his
avowed publisher Eaton was sen-
tenced to the pillory and 18 months’
imprisonment. All this while there
was no thought of prosecuting the
publishers of the works of Gibbon,
Hume and Voltaire, which, -as
Eaton’s counsel argued, might be
held to do more harm to religion
than the attacks of Paine. The prin-
ciple of the vice society was that
freethinking literature likely to
reach the poor must be prosecuted,
but no other, their action being in
fact largely an expression of the
political anger of the upper class
against the democratic principle.”

L I S

What is your opinion of and/or?

It’s a crime against decent English.
Senator Glags performed a genuine
public service when he denounced
those legal muddle-heads who were
too dumb to know whether the piece
they were writing meant “and” or
“or.” His snorts were welcomed
wheraver decent English is admired
and respected. I never pose as a
grammarian, but there . are some
things I simply won’t tolerate—try
as I will always to avoid a too form-
alistic conception of English—and at
the head of my list you will find
eternal scorn for “and/or.”

Justice Chester A. Fowlcr, of the
Wisconsin Supreme Court, paid his
disrespeets to this “and/or” nonsense
when an insurance case came before
the court, on December 12, 1935, as
follows:

“It is manifest that we are con- .|

fronted with the task of first com-

struing ‘and/or,” that befuddling
namelesg thing, that janus-faced
verbal monstrosity, neither word

nor phrase, the child of a brain of
some one too lazy or too dul] to
know what he did mean, now' com-
monly used by lawyers in drafting
legal documents, through careless-
ness or ignorance or as a cunning
device to conceal rather than ex-
press a meaning with a view to fur-
thering the interest of their clients.
We have observed the ‘thing’ in
statutes, in the opinions of the
courts and in briefs of counsel,
some learned and some not.”
£
Please comment on the enclosed clip-
ping dealing with Denmark’s pension
system.,

The press report tells of a state-
ment made by Mrs., Ruth Bryan Owen,
American minister to Denmark, which
follows:

“Their old age pension system
has removed the haunting fear of
poverty from the hearts of thou-
sands.”

Mrs. Owen, who is the daughter
of the late William Jennings Bryan,
admires the Danish government, and
her praisc isn’t the least bit cxagger-
ated. Perhaps it’s because she is so
high in the councils of the Democratie
party that she refrains from men-
tioning the important fact that Den-
mark’s government is run by Social
Democrats (Socialists).

When the Socialists obtain power
they introduce workable, sane pension
systems for the aged, as shown by
Denmark, Sweden and Norway. In
this counlry, we prefer Lo consider
Socialigts conceived by the devil and
soaked in iniquity, which leaves neces-
sary reforms like old age pension sys-
tems to be tinkered with insincerely
in Washington or promoted with
overtones of racketeering by the
demagogues of the type of Dr. Town-

send.
L

1 see by press reports that Germany has
openly declared its intention of invad-
ing Soviet Russia and is trying to form
an alliance with France in order to have
a free hand to conduct its war on the
!‘il}?st. What do the Russians say about
i

In its issue of November 29, 1985,
the government newspaper, Izvestia,
published at Moscow, hurled this chal-
lenge at Hitler:

“You (German fascism) want free
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hands, but firstly the hands which
are strangling the great cultured
German people cannot be free, and
secondly the task is beyond your
power, and thirdly if you try to
push your pigs’ snouts into our So-
viet garden you will receive such a
blow that you will not want to in-
trude further.”

That’s gettin’ ’em told.

L

England is reported to have huge and

growing quantities of idle money on
hand. How will this problem be
handled?

The British financial interests will
have to put this money out at inter-
est, if another economic and financial
crisis is to be avoided. This puts the
powers that be in something of a
pickle. Two countries are bidding for
this money—Germany and Soviet
Russia, The temptations are numer-
ous—and humorous. Germany has de-
faulted on most of its loans, and yet
has the gall to ask for more, No
cautious banker would consider such
a loan as anything but a dangerous
speculation. But Germany is capital-
istic, which makes it dear to the
hearts of Britain’s money-bags. Also,
Hitler frankly announces that he in-
tends to make war on the Russian re-
public (see his November, 1935 inter-
view with the United Press), and
thiz also makeg him “worthy” of T.on-
don’s tenderest solicitude. But there
stands that tragiec fact—Germany is
a defaulter. What to do? Alas, the
problems facing great bankers are
soul-shaking.

On the other hand, Russia has a
clean record. Every dollar picked up
in capitalistic countries, at excessive
rates of interest, and every shipment
of goods, bought at excessive prices
have been paid on the dot, as agree
—and to the penny. A borrower who
acts like that ought to be able to pay
off another loan, especially when the
indices show progress in every phase
of Russian finance, industry and
agriculture. But, Russia is non-capi-
talistie—it’s proletarian. And that
puts shivers down the spines of the
Tondon bankers. What to do? Lend
them money—and make money? That
sounds gouvd. Refuse to lend them
what they want—and lose money?
That’s terrible.

It’s at this point that the British
get into their most perfect form.
Some solemnly declare that Russia—
despite its good record since the rev-

olution—should not be given the
money it wants because it has re-
pudiated the loans made by pre-rev-
olutionary regimes. The Russians, of
course, say they’ll never pay the
debts of the Czar and Kerensky. And
they mean it. So financial experts
and newspaper editorialists go into
moral spasms, forgetting that Eng-
land repudiated its debts to Uncle
Sam. And those debts, mark you,
weren’t made by a defunct regime.
The government that took the moncy
is the same outfit that refused to pay
up when Washington sent out its re-
quest for a little cash. :

That’s why I say the problems are
numerous—and humorous. But the
British, with their genius for compro-
mige, will most likely find a way to let
Germany have more money with
which to get ready to fight Russia
(on the valid assumption that it'll
never be repaid) aud Lthen turn
around and let Russia have plenty of
money, because its credit is good, and
in order to enable it to get fully
ready to meet Germany’s expected at-
tack. I know this sounds screwy, but
please remember I'm speaking from
the record. This is not a flight into
imaginative fiction.

There are even additional puzzling
possibilities. Let’s not forget that a
great deal of the repudiated money
London turned over to Germany was
relent to Russia by Germany, at a
big hike in the rate of interest., Then
Russia used that credit to buy Ger-
man machinery and other goods.
When the time came to pay, Russia
met its obligations, but Germany, in-
stead of turning it back to England,
where it came from, poured it into
its own armament industry, in order
to get ready to make war on Russia.
Isn’t that a subject for the satirical
genius of Gilbert and Sullivan, or the
author of Alice in Wonderland? Fancy
England going through all that once

more!

deode g
What’s your opinion about “mercy
death” or the right to shorten the life
of an incurable patient?

I certainly believe that the individ-
ual has a right to decide for himself
whether or not he prefers to continue
living, but I don’t seem able to stom-
ach the notion of calling in a doctor
to do the slaughtering. A doctor’s
job should be to try to save life, not
to end it, even when requested to do
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so by the patient and his relatives.
“Mercy deaths” make exciting news-
paper stories, bul I can’t trail aloug
with those who would have our doc-
tors authorized to kill off the incur-

ables,
LR S

Please tell me where I can get a de-
pendable, accurate investment or trad-
ing advisory serviee, -

These market forecasts, when run
on the level, only deal in hunches,
even though the “experts” sprinkle
their - hiterature with dozens of im-
pressive charts. A study of the re-
ports of these dopesters during 1928
and 1929 would show that their ad-
vice about the future activities of the
stock and bond markets was worth
just about zero. One prominent mar-
ket “expert” anticipated a slight de-
cline—-a pretty easy guess, after years
of the Coolidge boom—but when the
Big Bust came his decline Jooked like
prosperity when compared to what
really happened. Such services cost
at least $50 per year, sometimes much
more, so my advice is to forget about
such outfits. Many of them are noth-
ing more than market-riggers, though
it’s true that some are very careful
to keep out of the market themselves,
whether from honesty or dishelief in
their own advice I can’t say. My
suggestion is to put your money intn
the postal savings banks and forget
about this stock and bond business.
You'll end up without your shirt. Buy
yourself a decent home, a car, and
whatever essentials and luxuries you
feel you should have in order to enjoy
life, and then take what’s left and
put it in Uncle Sam’s bank where
you’ll be able to see it again when
you want it. If you have a good
business, put it there where you can
watch it and get the most good out

of it.
COEE S

In Harper’s for October, 1935, Edward
S. Martin says: “From cover to cover
the Bible is full of stories of communi-
cations with the invisible world . . . and
with what we are used to call miracles.
Matter-of-fact observers in our day in-
cline to reject these stories, but that
may be because their own knowledge is
defective.” Please comment,

I fail to see anything defective
about the mentality or knowledge of a
person who rejects the story about a
man who told the sun to stand still
while he finished a job that still

awaited being done. The best intel-
ligenceg of the modern world—from
Voltaire to Ingersoll—approached
Bible stories in a most ¢ritical spirit,
and it would be childish to dismiss
them as being defective The most
casual survey indicates that it is the
persong who accept these Bible stories
as absolutely true who qualify as be-
ing defective. In fact, it can be put
down almost as a law of human na-
ture that the more defective the mind
the easier it is to accept the Bible’s
communications with “the invisible
world” or miracles. It’s usually true
that the most devout are the most in-
tellectually ba;kwa;d.

1. How many people would be qualified
to receive $2,400 per year under the
Townsend Plan, if passed? 2. How much
money would this mean annually? 3.
What portion of the national income
would this be?

1. 8,000,000. 2. $19,200,000,000. 3.
About one-third.

RS
Is there any way of solving the problem
of population pressure without resort-
ing to war? ‘

Over-population, in pre scientific
days, constituted a reason for making
war, but in this age war, as a cure
for population pressure, is unneces-
sary and stupid when we have avail-
able the humanitarian and intelligent
remedy of Birth Control. Mussolini
talks about over-population as an ex-
cuse for the destruction of Ethiopian
independence, and at the same time
he follows the policies of the Catholic
Church in condemning and making il-
legal the dissemination of information
on Birth Control,

gk ok
You write admiringly of the new Su-
preme Court building. How many work-
men’s lives were lost while it wag being
built?

It happens that not one workman
lost his life while working on this
magnificent building. Whether it was
good luck or intelligent management,
I can’t say.

T o R
What is your opinion of Max Stirner’s
work, “The Ego and His Own”?

A copy of this book has heen in my
library for a quarter of a century,
but I've never been able . to read it.
The work is recognized as one of the
classics of philosophical anarchism,
but frankness compels me to say that
dozens of attempts to read the jumble
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always left me bewildered after get-
ting through the first few pages, To
me, the book is plain goofy. And 1
always wonder how sincere are those
intellectuals who claim the work is a
supreme masterpiece, To me it’s
hard, involved, uninteresting, tedious
reading—and such a book isn’t worth
bothering with, even though it may
be true that the author made some
contributions to thought, which I
doubt.

W

*
I understand that the U. S. government.

prints booklets giving information on
many subjects. To what address should
one write to get this literature?

Superintendent of Documents, Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington,
D. C. "

LR 3
A writer in Harper’s, for October, 1935,
speaks of Lord Lothian, who was brought
up a Catholic, “but eventually quit it and
latcr . . . hooked up with the Eddyites
and Christian Science.” Is that a sneer
or not?

It’s probably an unconscious sneer.
You will find frequently that writers
will refer to one who is won over to
Catholicism as a “convert,” but let
the same person become something
less “sacred” and he is described as
having “hooked up” with so-and-so’s
church, It would be considered irrev-
crent and blasphemous to say that a
man “hooked up” with the Catholic
Church. It all goes to show the work-
ings of the orthodox, bigoted mind.
It’s my religion that’s pure and holy;
yours is tainted, so don’t “hook up”
with it. That’s the way they sneer at
each other. But as for me, I'd say
the whole mess should be kicked out,
because religion is nothing more than
a disease of the mind, There’s no
hope for real intellectual progress so
long as we permit our thinking to be
poisoned by the superstitions of re-

ligion.

LI S S
A woman running for mayor in Brock-
ton, Mass., says: “We must elect lead-
ers who are upright and religions.”
Please comment.

It’s a very common error for shabby
thinkers to confuse uprightness with
rcligion. You couldn’t throw a brick
in Saint Patrick’s cathedral, in New
York City, without hitting a Tam-
many politician, Take all the politi-
cal grafters in Boston, Philadelphia,
Chicago, ete., and you'll finrd most of
them are religious, but no one would

think of calling them upright. There
is nothing in the science of Ethics
to show that religion has anything
to do with scientific morality., Our
prisons are full of religionists, mainly
Catholics. Hauptmann, who murdered
the Lindbergh child, is sure about
Almighty God’s concern over his wel-
fare. Most prostitutes are deeply
shocked at any suggestion of their cus.
tomers that they don’t believe in God.
Gangsters always prefer swell church
funerals, usually in a Catholie eathe-
dral. Codes of honor—honesty, truth-
fulness, loyalty to ideals, justiee, tol-
erance, humanitarianism—have noth-
ing to do with re}ﬁigio&.

Your statement that Dr. Townsend and
his partner, Clements, own The Town-
send Weekly fur their own profit is
challenged in the November 11, 1935,
issue of that paper. Please comment.

Dr. Townsend’s paper says such
“destructive criticism’” is “‘unsupport-
ed.” In other words, The Townsend
Weekly is not' owned privately by
these two worthies and is not run for
the satisfaction of their acquisitive
impulses. If skeptiecs will turn to
page 18 of the issue under discussion
they will find the paper’s sworn
Statement of Ownership, as required
by postal laws. The declaration, sign-
ed by Robert E. Clements, shows the
paper’s owners to be as follows:

The Prosperity Publishing Co., Ltd.

F. E. Townsend, President
R. E. Clements, Sec.-Treas.

Townsend and Clements own the
Prosperity Publishing company, so I
fail to see any evidence of “destruc-
tivie criticism,” as charged. These
two racketeers are clever at doing a
great deal of twisting in order to con-
ceal the fact that they are cashing
in at a tremendous speed in these
days when the Townsendites are will-
ing to part with hard-earned cash in
order to advance the fortunes of a
pair of financial manipulators who
are out for a cleaning—and, from
reports, are getting it fast.
- The latest reports have it that
Townsend and Clements, as officials
of the corporation instead of as pri-
vate partners (as though that makes
any real difference), are pocketing
profits at the rate of $2,500 per week.
And this, let me remind my het-up
Townsend crities, doesn’t include all
the other plums—Iectures, royalties,
fees, dues, donations, literature sales,
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advertising, ete. Dr. Townsend has
cooked up a “plan” that is so much
hog-wash, but, through clever manip-
ulation and the shrewd direction of
his side-kicker, Clements, the fools
everywhere are emptying their purses
into the laps of these grafters and
racketeers.
LR

Please describe some of the activilies
of the priests in Mexico which are ob-
jected to by the heads of the govern-
ment.

I have already given a great deal
of space to the Catholic Chureh’s rot
ten history in Mexico, and have is-
sued in the Appeal to Reason import-
ant surveys by Joseph MecCabe and
Joseph Lewis, but the matter is im-
portant and should be discussed when-
ever additional material becomes
available, which happens to be the
cage at this moment.

Colonel Adalherto Tejeda, who, in
1932, was governor of the Vera Cruz
province, speaks from first-hand
knowledge when he explains why the
Catholic Church, for three centuries,
has been a thorn in the sides of Mex-
jco’s poor people and a force for reac-
tion whenever any attempts were
made to advance Mexico culturally,
educationally, economically and polit-
ically.

Colonel Tejeda, for example, reports
that the Catholic priests in his prov-
ince fought the government’s health
authorities when they attempted to
apply scientific methods to an attack
on an epidemic of small pox. It was
the contention of the priests that bet-
ter results counld he obtained by going
to the cathedrals and churches for
prayer-—with incidental contribut’ons
to the coffers of the Church.

The same source reports that dur-
ing periods of drought the govern-
ment’s agricultural experts found it
difficult to get the farmers to tend
their crops scientifically because the
priests contended that going to church
for the purpose of praying for rain
would be more effective,

With the people of Mexico in ser-
ious economic distress, the priests
worked on them for donations so that
it became possible to send 40,000,000
pesos annually out of the country to
the treasury of the Vatican. Co'onel
Tejeda continues with the information
that peon labor, enslaved by the cler-
ical forces of Mexico, was compelled
to erect church edifices to the value

of 5,000,000,000 pesos, all of which
came out of the sweat and toil of the
masses, but which the priests claim to
be their own property. Being a great
property-holding  corporation, the
Catholic Church, in Mexico, was more
concerned over protecting the privi-
leges of the rich than in supporting
the struggles of the poor.

Colonel Tejeda explained that the
present government, tackling the prob-
lem of eduecation from its practical
side, is empowering its Ministry of
Education to spend $25,000,000 year-
ly in supplying modern, secularized
schools to the poor people in the out-
lying districts—a policy that enrages
the priests who, for so many genera-
tions, succeeded in keeping the peons
in mental and physical slavery.

L IR
I read that Toscanini despises Tschai-
kowsky’s music. Tschaikowsky epite-
mizes the Russian “soul” and it seems
that Toscanini is a nationalist.

There has been a great deal of com-
ment on Toscanini’s attitude towards
the great Russian composer, but I'm
sure there’s nothing to it. If I recall
correctly, Toscanini included one of
Tschaikowsky’s compositions during
his 1934-85 season. If I'm right, and
I seem to be fairly certain about it,
this disposes of the great Italian’s
go-called nationaliem,

Toscanini, who is without a doubt
the world’s greatest director and in-
terpreter of ~music, certainly has
shown, during many years, that he
appreciates the fine music of every
nationality. Consider what he does
with Wagner, Brahms and Beethoven.

During the first racial eruptions of
Hitlerism, when great Jewish direct-
ors were hounded out of Germany,
Toscanini’s name headed a statcment
of protest, which he followed by re-
fusing to accept an invitation to di-
rect 2 series of Wagnerian operas in
the land of Hitleristic persecutions.
When directing in Italy, some years
ago, he refused to play the Fasc'st
enthem at the opening of his coneeris,
thus bringing down on his head the
wrath of Mussolini and his blackshirt-
ed bullies. Such incidents prove gen-
uine, civilized internationalism, mnot
nationalism.

As for Tschaikowsky’s mus'e, it is,
of ‘course, uneven, but by ard large
it is great. His concerto for the vio-
lin is a fine achievement. His Romeo
and Juliet overture is perfect. His
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Pathetique symphony strikes me as
being drivel, except for a few inspired
themes. He was a brilliant, subtle,
gifted, colorful orchestrationist. I've
always noticed that musicians adore
Tschaikowsky, because he gives them
such gorgeous opportunities to bring
out their fullest musicianship. When
the is “profound,” Tschaikowsky is in-
clined to whine, but when he’s excit-
ing he’s glorious.
L O S

“I get the most kick out of such brief
and terse word photos as that of Guy
Kibbee, William Allen White, articles
like the battery produced egg, and your
philippics against Mussolini and Hitler.
Your paper, outside of your comments
on Social Credit—of which you know a
helluva lot that ain’t so—is great and
Pm NOT stopping my subscription. As
a Scot, I know P'm getting more than
my money’s worth.”—Duncan MacKen-
zie, Battle Creek, Mich.

LR I S

Who was it that described Shakespeare
as “myriad-minded”?

Coleridge.
* R
I was interested in several of your com-
ments on Mark Twain as a Freethinker.
I would be grateful if you were to
elaborate on this theme.

W. D. Howells, the distinguished
critic and novelist, and long a friend
of the great humorist, wrote an srti-
cle for Harper's Magazine shortly
after Mark Twain’s death, from which
T take:

“He greatly admired Robert In-
gersoll, whom he called an angelic
orator, and reparded as an evangel
of a new gospel, the gospel of Free-
thought. He took the warmest in-
terest in the newspaper controversy
raging at the time as to the exist-
ence of a hell; when the noes car-
ried the day I suppose that no

"enemy of perdition was more
pleased. . . . After they [Mark
Twain and his wifel had both ceased
to be formal Christians she was
still grieved by his denial of im-
mortality, so grieved that he re.
solved upon one of those heroic lies
which for love’s sake he held even
above the truth, an1 he wen! to her,
saving that he had been thinking
the whole matter over and now he
was convinced that the soul did live
after death. It was too l:te. Her keen
vision pierced through his ruse, as
it did when he brought the doctor
who had diagnosed her case as or-
ganic disease of the heart, and after
making him gn aver the facts of it

again with her made him declare it

merely functional,

“To make an end of these records

as to Clemens’ beliefs, so far as I

knew them, I should say that he

never went back to anything like
faith in the Christian theology, or
in the notion of life after death, or
in a conscious divinity. It is best
to be honest Iin this matter; he
would have hated anything else, and

I do not believe that the truth in it

can hurt anyone....”

There’s no doubt about Mark
Twain’s Agnosticism and Free-
thought. He belongs with the world’s
Rationalists, those brave men and
women who reject the authority of
dogmatists and demand the rule of
reason. His great masterpiece, the
short and brilliant book, The Myster-
ious Stranger, published after his
death, gives final, undoubted evidence
of Mark Twain’s Freethonght.

LI S

Will you comment on Major Bowes’
Amateur Hour?

Major Bowes has sueceeded in put-
ting over one of the neatest pieces of
mean exploitation since the beginning
of radio advertising. He poses as a
friend of amateur talent, but it’s
known as an ebvious fact that mot 2
single professional has been turned
out from the thousands of amateurs
he has used so crassly to advance his
own financial interests.

Major Bowes receives hundreds of
thousands of dollars each year, but
only an occasional ten-spot reaches
the performers. The whole sclieme is
nothing more than a racket to get
free talent for Bowes and his spon-
sors. When he organizes a company
of amateurs to go on the road for
appearances in movie “heaters and
vaudeville houses, he pays the talent-
ed performers something like $40
per week and pockets thousands for
himself every Saturdav. ]

Amateurs flock to him, but Major
Bowes uses them as easy marks, with.
out the slightest interest in the'r fu-
ture artistic welfare. Thousands of
talented persons pour their t'me,
money and energv into his racket.
It’s a sad commentary that our a tis-
tic amateurs have to let themselves
be used as means of enriching a
shrewd charlatan and his rich spon-
sors, with not one chance in a thou-
sand of seeing the door to opportun-
ity opened to them. It’s nothing more
than heartless, meorconary, morcilogs
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panhandling by a notorious skin-flint.
g ok

How high can a bird fly?

An astronomer, in India, while
photographing the sun, accidentally
caught a picture of geese flying at

an estimated height of 29,000 feet,|.

which is the highest known thus far.
LI

What’s your vpiniun of Rutherford and
his movement?

Judge Rutherford and hiz Watch
Tower movement have done an im-
mense amount of propagandistic work.
The core of it all is the line: “Millions
now living will never die.” It seems
+o this old skeptic that the millions
now living, inecluding Rutherford
himself, will die. *Ketxcjh on?

Recently 1 discovered that my young
son, raised in a home that holds only
Rationalists, had become afflicted with
fears of Hell. Inquiry showed that he
had been influenced by fanatical teach-
ers in our public school. Please com-
ment.

Our public schools are supposed to
be secular, but it’s an unfortunate
fact that the parsons use their in-
fluence to make the tax-supported in-
stitutions mediums for the dissemina-
tion of superstition and dogmas. The
only remedy is for Rationalists to pro-
test. The church element is now in
a minority, and its real influence
grows dimmer each year, but by a
peculiar paradox it’s able to assert it-
self in our public schools, to the det-
riment of the children’s minds, There
can be no real education so long as
the schools spread ideas that can’t
be accepted by intelligent, educated
people. In desperation, the preachers,
seeing their empty churches, reach
out to terrorize and dominate teachers,
students, editors, lecturers, etec.

Meanwhile, let’s take a look at a
country in which the publie schools
are really secularized and devoted to
rationalistic, scientific education. T
refer, of course, to Soviet Russia.
Recently the Moscow Daily News
printed an article on religion and
Russian school children, from which
I quote the following revealing, pro-
voeative sentences:

“They have healthy minds as well
as healthy bodies, and these are the
results of their remarkable libera-
tion from the old taboos. Thanks
to the scientific rational system of
education adopted by the Soviet
Government, it is practically impos-

sible for a child to acquire a semse
of sin, a fear of Hell, or any of the
other bogeys which can play such
havoc with the psychological condi-
tion of the young. Religion is not
dead in the Soviet Union—it is free,
indeed, to all who desjre it—but so
far as the rising generation is con-
cerned it is not merely dead, but
forgotten. The young mind is un-
clouded by any sort of theological
fantasy.”
e

What are the requirements for admis-
sion intv the Regular Army?

To enlist in the U. 8. Army, a man
must be (1) unmarried, (2) between
18 and 35 years of age, (3) at least
five feet, four in height, (4) not less
than 128 pounds, (5) have general
good health, mentality and character.
The minimum pay, during a thrce-
year enlistment, is $21 per month,
with no charge for food, clothes, and
housing. Theye are numerous opror-
tunities to learn trades and become
mechanies, electricians, chauffeurs,
tailors, cooks, ete., with increases in
pay, the maximum being $157.50 per
month for specialists and non-com-
missioned officers. The pension, after
30 years’ service, amounts to three-
quarlers pay.

L S
What do automobile interests consider
the motor car’s future to be?

John W. Scoville, chief statisticlan
of the Chrysler Corporation, in an
address to the Econometriec Society,
estimated there will be 85,000,000 mo-
tor cars in use in this country in
1950, which is 9,000,000 more than
we have in 1936. He also estimated
the industry’s production of 5,104,000
cars, in 1950, to take care of the do-
mestic and foreign markels, He
claimed that the industry has sue-
ceeded in making about 5,000,000 ex-
tra jobs, which, of course, include
the work dome in steel mills, paint
factories, glass plants, tire companies,
ete. L S
If T succeed in throwing heads 50

times in succession, what are the
chanceg that the 5let throw will be tails?

The b51st throw will still be a 50-50
chance for heads or tails, regardless
of what was done in the previous
50 throws.

What was the 1935 value of automobile
production?

Alfred Reeves, vice president and
general manager of the Automobile
Manufacturers Association, in his re-
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port, “Preliminary Facts and Figures
About the Automobile Industry Dur-
ing 1935,” holds that U. S. motor
cars and trucks produced during 1935
had a wholesale value of $2,186,400,-
000. The production was 8,400,000
passenger cars and 750,000 trucks.
Adding tires, parts and accessories,
Mr. Reeves put the total wholesale
value at an estimated $2,999,500,000.

During the same year, 1935, our
26,000,000 motor cars consumed 16,-
150,000,000 gallons of gasoline, which
cost the public $3,260,000,000, includ-

ing taxes. Lubricating oils cost
about $504,000,000 for 485,000,000
gallons.

During 1935, the car-owning public
paid $1,288,000,000 in special motor
vehicle taxes and fees, which is 13
percent of the entire tax bill of the
country. In the same year we had
3,650,000 commercial trucks in use,
a new high. There were 22,450,000
passenger cars in use in 1935, an in-
crease of almost 1,000,000, We now
have about 71 percent of the world’s
motor cars.

. The same authority says American
farmers, in 1935, owned 5,035,000 cars,
of which 900,385 were trucks. The
report also holds that there were, in
1935, 48,000 small communities which
depended entirely on motor cars for
transportation. Sales of our ears in
foreign countries took 13.6 percent
of the output. In 1935, the railroads
of the U. 8. carried 3,422,000 car-
loads of automoti\;e fz:ight.

Has anything of a practical nature been
done to remove the gold in sea water?

This problem has received a great
deal of attention, but thus far it costs
about $50 to recover $1 of gold from
the ocean.

L I

Has chemistry made any headway In,

providing a substitute for wool?

During the World War, Germany
made clothes from artificial wool,
but with poor results. The least
moisture hurt the threads, while a
rain was positively devastating. To-
day’s German chemists are still work-
ing on the problem, but while some
progress has been made, the cloth
isn’t as good as real wool and actually
. costs more.

It is reported that Italian chemists
have perfected a wool substitute
which is made from cheese, It is
processed something along the lines

of rayon, which is made from wood
pulp. The cheese iy squeezed through
tiny holes, after which the “threads”
are hardened in acids,

“Wool” made from cheese may
serve a country that can’t afford to
import raw materials because of the
absence of foreign exchange, but for
the present it’s safe to say that the
substitute won’t be as serviceable as
the real thing, and it’s cost is, and
will likely remain for a long time,
prohibitive.

The problem is much like our own
efforts to make synthetic rubber, in
order to free our rubber-using indus-
tries from the control of the great
interests in England and Holland,
which contral the vubber market.
Our chemists have certainly suceeed-
ed in fabricating a substitute, but the
price is much higher than the real
rubber Lhal nature makes. However,
this doesn’t mean the problem is be-
yond solution. But we have a long
way to go before we can stop im-
porting rubber, and the same applies
to the wool situation in Italy.

B ok ok
Which is right: per cent or percent?

Both are right, but T prefer pereant.
L 2

Give a lucid definition of Socialism and
Communism; explain how they differ
and in what ways they coincide.

Socialism and Communism are fre-
quently used as synonyms, but such
vulgar usage is unscientific. Both
are branches of the same proletarian
philosophy, but they differ fundamen-
tally in methods, tactics, and objce-
tives.

Socialism is a social order in which
the large-scale industries, instruments
of communication and means of ex-
change belong to the working class.
These economic, industrial and finan-
cial facilities will be used for the
purpose of satisfying the legitimate
needs of the people and not to pro-
duce profits for private capitalists.
In fact, under a system of soeialized
industry there will be no capitalists,
because ownership of socially-neces-
gary mechanisms will be vested in the
people. Socialism provides that. these
gocial implements shall be democrat-
ically operated, and that the fuller
economic life shall be accompanied
by complete social-minded freedom of
speech, press, assembly and thought.
Instead of advocating violence, the
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Socialists claim that so long as a coun-
try—such as the U. 8., England,
Canada, France, Holland, Sweden,
Norway, Switzerland, Denmark,
Crzechoslovakia, ete.—provides civil
and political rights to the masses the
movement of labor- should strive to
achieve socialization through legal,
orderly, non-vioclent means. Onee in
control, a Socialist society will put
the masses to work to create wealth
to satisfy the needs of the people, re-
warding the workers on the basis of
the full social value of their labor,
By full social wvalue the Socialists
mean the value of a worker’s products
minus depreciation, overhead, social
insurance, old age pensions, research
" edueation, entertainment, hospltahza-
tion, scientific inquiry, and the like.

Communism is a social order in
which the working class achieves pow-
er through the inauguration of what
is known as a “dictatorship of the
proletariat.” Under such a dictator-
ship all social, personal, cultural and
political rights are granted or denied
as may be seen fit by the human in-
strumentalities of the dictatorship.
Such a society deliberately socializes
everything from a railroad system
down to a peanut-stand. It, like So-
cialism, permits personal property—
clothes, furniture, motor cars, homes,
ete.~—~but it confiscates every conceiv-
able piece of property that might be
used to create wealth. Under a real
communistic society the workers, in-
stead of receiving the full social value
of their labor, create what their abil-
ities will permit and then take out of
the public treasury or stores of goods
what they feel they need. Commun-
istic groups function under the theory
that their system of society can be
established only through violence and
confiscation, for it is their belief that
the ecapitalistic elements will never
surrender their economic power with-
out resisting to the limit.

From the above outlines—and they
have been all too brief—it will be
seen that while there are a number
of similarities between Socialism and
Communigm, there are, at the same
time, serious and fundamental differ-
ences. First of all, there is the ele-
ment of WHAT to socialize. The
Communists say it’s to be everything,
except strictly personal belonglngs
The Socialists say it’s to be only the
large-scale industries, etc., leaving

{and confiscation.

small business and enterprises to pri-
vate hands, on the theory that such
ventures can be made productive by
individual enterprise but become
wasteful when they are run by so-

ciety. Thus, under Socialism, the
great railroads, mines, mills, tele-
phone companies, telegraph lines,

banks of all sizeg, insurance comp-
anies, large farms, steel mills, refin-
eries, pipelines, natural resources,
waterways, ete., would be taken over
by society for the good of the people,
with the likely method of paying for
them with non-interest bearing bonds,
issued by each industry, and subject
to heavy inheritance taxes.

It’s a mistake to infer that the Sov-
iet Union is a communistic country.
The leaders of Russian Communism
are the first to admit that only mea-
ger steps have been taken in the di-
rection of Communism. Thus far,
nothing has been done to reward la-
bor on the basis of its needs instead
of its social values. But there’s no
denying the fact that pure, real Com
munism is the ultimate goal of these
leaders. How long will it take to
reach such a system? That I can’t
answer. It may take many, many
generations, Then, again, it may take
only decades. I can’t say definitely,
but my impression ig thaf it’ll be a
long time coming.

Socialists admit that a dlctatorshlp
can be absolutely essential in a coun-
try which has never known the bless-
ings of democratic institutions, but
that such a method in democratic
countries can end only disastrously.
Fascism is the Capitalist’s logical an-
swer to violent Communism, and we
can see what happens when dema-
gogues like Hitler and Mussolini
throw a scare into the private owners
and then institute a reign of terror
as a part of their answer to violent
Communism, though the real motive
on the part of the Fascist leaders
may be personal profit and gangster
power.

Socialists claim that Fascism does
not make any real headway in the
really advanced countries T Ilisted
above, because’ the working class,
when it’s radical, is led by Socialists
who reject non- 1egahty, dictatorzhip
If these sane and
reasonable Socialists were to be re-
placed by violent Communists, there’s
no telling how long thege progregsive,
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democratic countries would permit
the civil rights that are now enjoyed
so widely. In all fairness, it’s neces-
sary to add that during the past few
months even the Communists have
come around—at least in words, if
not in deeds—to a realization that
their violent methods are really re-
actionary and prcpare the way for
Fascism. Their pleas for a United
Front are a part of their campaign
to convince the working class of the
world that the Communists are will-
ing to recognize the benefits of demo-
cratic institutions in capitalistic
.countries. But it’s interesting to note
that little has been done in Russia
itself to establish this viewpoint, and
Socialists, in Russia, are frequently
hounded and imprisoned with the
same harshness that one meets in a
Hitler or a Mussolini, Communists
are learning slowly, and there ig hope
for the future, but there’s no deny-
ing the simple fact that even though
they’ve done marvelous things in Rus-
sia, they have done serious injury to
the cause of labor and freedom in
western countries. It was the tactics
of the Communists which did a great
deal to bring on Hitlerism. They
played into the hands of their enemies.
Their ceaseless threats, espousal of
dictatorships, deriding of demoeratic
institutions, ete.,, gave their enem’es
a seemingly valid excuse to institute
a counter-terror. It isn’t unreason-
able to assume that the Communists
now realize they went too far, but at
the same time one must be very cau-
tious of their words, for in their pri-
vate gatherings they frequently con-
fess that their actions in the diree-
tion of democracy and freedom are
,only manecuvers to give them control
and leadership, after which they can
be relied upon to give the western
world a dose of Russian dictatorship
and violence. It’s a serious problem,
and while it would be a mistaks to
shut the door in the face of the Com-
munists, it’s pretty wise to make haste
slowly before taking them at their
own word. The Socialists don’t want
to destroy the good in present ¢’vil-
ization. They want to save the greal
things that have come down throngh
the generations—the ideals of free-
dom, democracy, security, orderly
processes of government and changes
through law ir::teag of ’x:che bullet.

Is it correct to abbreviate President

when referring to the Pres. of the U. 8.7

I never approve of that abbrevia-
tion. President, when applied to the
head of our government, should al-
ways be s‘pellf;d O;I;t'

Please comment on the Christmas Eve
address of the Pope, in which he attack-
ed the “dark godlessness” of Russia and
Mexico.

Pope Pius XI is a keen politician
and international intriguer, but as a
commentator he permits himsclf, per
haps willingly, to be uninfluenced by
facts. At the time when Mexico and
Russia were in the depths of “dark
godlessness,” they were at peace with
the world., They weren't following
policies of gory imperialism. Both
nations continne asking nothing of the
world - except peace and good-will.
They stand ready to defend them-
selves—particularly gigantic Soviet
Russia—bul Lhey wouldn’t move a
finger to take something by force and
violence, At home, both governments
are striving heroically to improve
the conditions of the working masses.
In Russia, tremendous strides are be-
ing made in the direction of prosper-
ity -and sccurity, The =tandard of
living is rising. Costs are falling.
There are no unemployed. Each able-
bodied person has the inalienable
right to a job, and failing to get it
he is entitled to social insurance.
Education is being promoted at an
almost frantic pace. The country is
booming. The 166,000,000 people are
in a frenzy of construction, plannirg,
achieving, cooperating.

In Mexico the pace is slower, but
progress is measurable and real.
Mexico, of course, isn’t a Socialist
country. but many of its governmen-
tal figures are socialistic and it’s
only a question of time before they
hit the stride of Soviet Russia and
bring the masses of workers closer to
economic and industrial independence.
Tlliteracy is being fought on a wide
front, and cultural victories are be-
ing won, despite the age-old blight
of Catholic control and its reaction-
ary, anti-progressive policies.

Yes, Russia and Mexico have noth-
ing to be ashamed of, even though
they are living in “dark godlessness.”
Their decision to function without the
burdens of the priesthood enables
them to get closer to the lizht of
civilization and advancement. The
world. is in serious need of more such
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godlessness. When the people take
their minds off the gods in the skies
they free themselves to give some
necessary service to the problem of
ridding the earth of its social, poli'i-
cal and economic satans. .

‘What rankles is the plain truth
that Russia and Mexico—freed of the
mind-stifling and body-erushing rule
of religious obseurantism—are getting
along right well and promise to estab-
lish regimes that will endure and pro-
vide for the legitimate needs of the
toilers.  And these same countres,
when they suffered under the rule of
the black-robed priests, were notori-
ous for their darkness, backward ess
and tyranny.

The Pope, of course, was careful
to say nothing about the *“bright
godliness” of his Fascist Italy, which
is now an annex of the Vatican. Mus-
solini and his gangsters, on ihat
Christmas Eve, were directing the
bombing of helpless blacks in Ethio-
pia. That was a splendid demonstra-
tion of the Christian spirt of love and
charity, Italy was, and is, striving to
rob a nation of its independence, its
land, its opportunities to live. And
that war—one of the blackest pages
in human history—has received the
blessings of the Pope, his Cardinals
and his priests. It’s Italy that neceds
a good dose of ‘;:iark godlessness.”

2
In raising turkeyg this year I found they
were of poor appetite and slow to fat-
ten. Any suggestions?

Science Service reports that Jerome
Simking, who runs a turkey farm
near Vancouver, Wash, gives his
birds weekly doses of Epsom calt in
order to pep up their ’gp»petites.

What is the difference between Material-
ism and Atheism?

This question, and numerous others
connected with Theism, Religion, Ra-
tionalism, Theology, etc., are being
covered thoroughly in Joseph Me-
Cabe’s new series of essays, so I don’t
quite fancy the idea of intruding, but
as this particular point can be an-
swered briefly, I'll make an exception,
A Materialist holds that there is noth-
ing but matter, in its various forms,
in the universe, thus rejecting the
school that claims there is such a
thing as “spirit.” An Atheist re'ects
the assumptions of the Theists who
claim there is validity in their argu-
ments. for the idea of God., Thus,

while there is no essential, fundamen-
tal difference between the two, there
is a technical one because each de-
votes himself to a different set of
claims.

L

Is it true that in Soviet Russia a per-
son is judged by his class background
before being admitted to full rights as
a worker?

Until recently this was the case.
The son of a rich farmer would find
his position rather difficult because of
his former class associations. But:
this attitude is changing rapidly, and
it might be said that it will be gone
before long. Late in December, 1935,
Stalin heard a young worker at a
great public gathering admit, during
his speech, that he was the son of a
kulak (wealthy peasant). Stalin im-
mediately called from his seat:

“It doesn’t matter whose son you
are but who and what you are and
how you work.”

This statement, which was received
with a great burst of cheering, indi-
cates clearly that the recent prejudice
against the children of socially unde-
sirable parents no longer has offieial
acceptance. We thus mark up one
more step for Soviet progress,

LR SR

Is it true that if a coin were thrown an
infinite number of times, heads and tails
would show up equally?

There is a difference of opinion
here. Sir James Jeans, the distin-
guished mathematical astronomer, in
his book, The Mysterious Universe
(page 28), writes:

“If we throw up a million tons
of half-pence, we know there will
be 500,000 tons of heads and 500,000
tons of tails. The experiment ma
be repeated indefinitely, and will al-
ways give the same results.” )
That’s putting it squarely, bot 1

rather doubt that Jeans has made the
experiment he refers to. Jeans’ con-
clusion is rejected by D. Finlayson,
D. Sec., as follows:

“It is easy to show, mathematical-
ly, that the chances of throwing ex-
actly equal numbers of heads and
tails in a given number of throws
will become increasingly less ag the
number of throws is increased. In
two tosses there is an even chance
of throwing one head and one tail;
in four tosses the chance of throwirg
two heads and two tails has fallen
to six out of 16; in six tosses the
chance of equal distribution is 20
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out of 64, i. e, the odds are 44 to
20 against throwing three heads and
three tails. When 1,000,000 tons of

. half-pence are thrown, the chance,
of exactly equal numbers of heads
and tails is 530,600 to 1 against.

“If the above ig doubted I suggest
an easy way to convince the deubter
is to make a practice of offering
odds of 2 to 1 against anyone
throwing equal numbers of heads
and tails in eight throws. The
mathematical odds are 186 to 70
against, so that the doubter will
have a reasonable margin in his fa-
vor, If he is avaricious, he may sug-
gest a larger number, say 12 or 16.”
Not being of a mathematical turn

of mind, I'm unable to take sides in
this controversy, though it seems to
this mere layman that Dr. Finlayson
-—if his premises are correct—has the
better of the argument, There may
be some readers who can tackle this
problem with more certainty than I'm
showing, and if so I'll be glad to hear
from them.
+* L3

How’d you like the movie version of
“The Tale of Two Cities”?

I was highly pleased with the act-
-ing, direction and realistic reprodue-
tion of late 18th Century life in Lon-
don and Paris, except, of course, for
the fourth-rate handling of the
French Revolution.

To judge the revolutionists by this
picture one would take them to be a
vicious crew of murderers, hoodlums,
drunkards and malicious destruetion-
ists. As usual, the “terror” is given
first emphasis, despite the obvious
faect that the terror didn’t arrive un-
til about four years after the begin-
ning of the Revolution.

With the fall of the Bastile, the
movie shows the big knife cutting off
heads, until one is forced to conclude
that the purpose of the leaders of the
French people wasn’t to destroy
great social and political wrongs but
to go on a murder-spree. Any school-
boy ought to know that the guillotine,
instrument of the Terror, was un-
known until about the fourth year of
the Revolution,

It would, perhaps. be too much to
expect simple historical truth and
honesty from Hollywood when treat-
ing so touchy and delicate a thing as
mass revolt against social injustice.
After all, these are delicafe times we
are living in—what with Capitalism
wobbling, Socialism advancing, and

Ve
e

Russian Communism growing defiant-
ly powerful—so Hollywood must, per-
force, do its bit for the good of “law
and order” by showing how terrible
the French Revolutionists were,

If Hollywood wanted to tell the
truth, it would have to swallow many
an unpalatable dish. It would have to
show that the French Revolution was
not engineered by murderous hood-
lums but by the flower of France’s
intellectual life. The French Revolu-
tion was one of the grandest, clean-
est, most honest, civilized, progres-
sive, constructive,” humanitarian mo-
ments in history. It was organized
by keen-minded, idealistic, justice-lov.
ing Rationalists, creators of the Age
of Reason. And when the Terror
came—after the defeated ruling class
showed its crass disloyalty to France
—the deaths were, in the main, the
result of the activities of those new
leaders of the Revolution who had
destroyed the early Rationalism and
substituted religious superstition as
a social “necessity.” The originators
of the Revolution were defeated by
religious obscurantists, but even here
the Terror, bad as it was, was by no
means as vicious as Hollywood and
dishonest historians would give us to
understand. I doubt that more than
4,000 men and women were executed,
and many of these, of course, earned
their punishment.

To see this new, impressive, sump-
tuous movie, one would imagine that
no revolutionary judge could sit on
his bench without having before him
hnge quantities of aleohol. One wonld
have to picture the revolution’s wom-
en as so many toothless, hysterical
hags. One would imagine the revolu-
Lionisls wanted no mew civilization

‘hut were merely letting themselves

indulge in a blood-bath.

The French Revolution marked the
end of France’s Feudalism, which in
itself justified everything that hap-
pened during those great, glorious
years of action, thought and emotion.
It destroyed the privileges of .the
Catholic Church. It rooted out age-
old superstitions in law, education,
society, and government. It opened
the door to newer, brighter days, de-
spite ominous reactions that followed
and which still may visit civilization.
It was a period of great dignity, for-
mality, caution, inquiry, truth-seeking
—right up to the months of the Ter-
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ror which the aristoecrats and .rveli-
gious-minded mass-leaders brought
into being. For generations conven-
tional historians—now aided by
Hollywood’s magic—served to libel
and misrepresent the French Revolu-
tion, but its lessons endure and its
spirit is deathless.

But, as I've already mentioned, the
picture’s bad history doesn’t shadow
the fine work done by such capable
artists as Ronald Colman, Walter
Catlett, Edna May Oliver, and a score
of others. Their work was flawless
and thoroughly in the spirit. of Dick-
ens’ creative masterpiece. Reginald
Owen’s portrayal of the pompous,
stupid, "loud-mouthed, incompetent
London lawyer was really fine and
gave me many a quiet chuckle.

As usual, T had a hard time enjoy-
ing this film because of the rudeness
of our typieal Kansag audiences. T
happened to be in Parsons, Kansas,
when I saw the announcement of a
local theater, I soon found myself
surrounded by noisy, bad-mannered
children and equally unpleasant
grown-ups. At least a third of the
audience held paper bags filled with
pop-corn (sold in the lobby by the
management, which simply had to cap-
ture. another dollar of profit though
their action might destroy thc pleas-
ure of those who paid their money
to see the film in quiet and order),
and the rattling of paper, the erunch-
ing of pop-corn, the sucking of mor-
sels from between teeth, the hopping
around of hateful kids—all worked to
make it difficult to follow the film.

A person sitting near me was also
annoyed. A small boy in front of
both of us persisted in slamming his
seat, jumping up and down, buying
sack after sack of popcorn and in a
dozen other ways making a complete
nuisance of himself. Finally, this
stranger leaned forward and whisper-
ed something to the little demon., I
suppose he asked him to keep quiet.
To which the young imp made answer
with louder mnoises. This led the
gentleman to say: “If ‘you don’t keep
quiet T’ll call the manager to put vou
out.” And then came this answer:
“You can’t put me out, because I'm
the manager’s son.” So that was
that. If my readers are still to see
A Tale of Two Cities 1 hope they’ll
have better luck.

The picture is worth seeing bhut, as

I've already warned you, don’t swal-

low its history Wij{;hou‘i reserve,
R

How long can Mussolini finance his Ethi-

opian war?

As this is being written, late in
December, I'd say that, granting no
change in the international situation,
Mussolini will have enough money
to keep going until the end of
February, .1936. Thus far he has
made a miserable failure of his inva-
sion of Ethiopia. From the very be-

inning I predicted (even without the
egal protection of a prophet’s Ii-
cense) that he would have a tough
time defeating the Ethiopians, and
that it would take perhaps 10 years
to finally subjugate them, granting
the permanence of his regime, the
certainty of plenty of money and the
non-interference of other powers. I
wrote these things when others were
making ominous noises about Musso-
lini’s mechanized army, to which I
replied, on many occasions, that the
Duce’s tanks would have hard going
in roadless, mountainous Ethiopia,
and that the airplanes would have few
targets worth bombing. At the same
time 1 suggested that Haile Seclassie
could conceivably win the war by re-
fusing to expose himself early and
resorting to guerrila warfare., Things
worked out that way, which leads me
to reconsider my decision to operate
without a prophet’s license. Musso-
lini has learned, at last, that the fur-
ther he penetrates Ethiopia the more
untenable hig position becomes—the
exact words I used almost a year ago.
Mussolini ean make something of a
noise now, but he knows that the
rainy season will be back in May,
1936, and that will pull down his
whole campaign and cause an expens-
ive wait. But will the Italian people
be willing to wait? They will find
out late in February, or early in
March, that their great Caesar has
busted the country and that he is
without funds to buy needed supplies.
What will they do to the great Mus-
solini? Maybe they’ll send him over
to those dumb Americans who have
been saying that “what this counlry
needs is a Mussolini.”

LR
As T am a new Freeman reader, I re-
quest you to summarize the arguments
you have presented against the Town-
send Plan,-

Though my anti-Townsend aditorial
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material is available in my books of
questions and answers, I'm willing to
set aside my usual policy of refusing
to repeat questions already handled.
My objections to Dr. Townsend’s pipe-
dream follow:

1. Dr. Townsend and his colleague,
Clements, are two racketeers, out to
make a lot of money at the cruelest
Jest ever thrown at the poor, helpless
?ge»d men and women of this coun-
ry. .

2. Dr Townsend iz making a for-
tune through the private exploita-
tion of his weekly paper, which he
keeps as a private corporation in-
stead of permitting it to be the prop-
erty of the organized Townsendites.

8. Dr. Townsend really knows his
scheme is unworkable, which explains
his refusal to meet opponents in pub-
lic debate, after he has been chal-
lenged on numerous occasions.

4. The scheme to raise between
$20,000,000,000 and $24,000,000,000
yearly through a “transactions tax”
amounts to a tax on the poor men
and women who are under €0 years
of age. Such a tax will make bBe
worth of bread cost 10c; a $2 shirt
cost $4; a $500 motor car cost $1,000.

5. The Townsend Plan won’t in-
crease purchasing power; instead it
will cause inflation, and therehy de-
crease purchasing power.

6. The Plan won’t put more men to
work. It will merely swap a few jobs
without improving the industrial and
economic situation.

7. It would take a vast army of
spics and snoopers to make sure that
each pensioner would spend his money
during the month it was received, and
even such a vast smooping organiza-
tion couldn’t compel the sought-atter
spending.

8. The Plan is serving tfo injure
sensible, reasonable, workable social
insurance movements. By asking the
impossible, the Townsendites make it
impossible for the old to receive the
possible.

9. The Plan offers no change in the
social gystem, thereby serving to sup-
port Capitalism, the real enemy of
social insurance and security.

10. The transactions tax would have
to come out of the public’s income,
which would mean that almost half
the nation’s income would have to go
to a small percentage of beneficiaries.

11. You can’t tax the common peo-
ple into prosperity.

12. Passage of a Townsend bill
would so disorganize society that it
would take many years before sanity
could gain the opportunity to further
social reforms of real value to the
masses.

13. The promoters of the Townscnd
Plan are profiting at the expense of
the aged poor, in order to keep them
from getting real social insurance.

14. Dr. Townscend and his fcllow-
racketeer, Clements, are schemers for
money and power, without the slight-
est knowledge of social, economie,
financial or governmental problims.

15. The Townsend Plan is a racket
that aims to attract the caliber of
mentality that falle for the Long
Share-the-Wealth “plans,” the Father
Coughlin money-tinkering mnonsense,
the Upton Sinclair EPIC stunt to save
the laxpayers lhe expense of Teeding
and clothing the unemployed, and all
the other hurry-up schemes to cure
Capitalism overnight without touch-
ing the real issues of Capitalism—
private ownership of the large-scale
instruments of production, distr’bu-
tion and cxchange.

16. Wall Street isn’t alarmed over
the growth of Townsendites, because
it knows that the pipe-dream is rizht
up Wall Street’s alley. Any move-
ment that serves to muddy the water
and thereby confuse the masses who
might otherwise be drawn to scien-
tific social transformations, serves the
big money interests. A planned
economy can be killed by a serewy
outfit, and that’s what Wall Street
wants. Therefore, it’s glad to see Dr.
Townsend clean up the cash while he
goes ahont the “good” job of dis-
crediting real old-age pensions.

17. The Townsend Plan is economic
fanaticism, day-dreaming, wool-gath-
ering. It has the same effect as a
good shot of dope. The promoters are
enemies of social prog’tges‘s.

Your articles on Stakhanoffism interest-
ed me very much, but as a worker in
o Ford assembly plant, it seems I'm
familiar with the scheme, except that
over here we simply call it the “speed-

up.’D

There’s a real difference between
the Russian idea of inereased produc-
tion and the American spesd-up,
though superficially they seem to be
the same. Over here, you speed up
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to increase the corporation’s divi-
dends. while over there they speed up
so that the workers will have a big-
ger supply of consumers’ goods to
draw on. That's altogether differ-

ent.
L R

I am sending you a report, including
numerous pictures, showing how Mus-
solini built roads, fountains, public
buildings, ete. At the same time you
and others say Fascist Italy is bankrupt.
How come?

The Italian budget hasn’t been bal-
anced since 1925. By manipulating
figures, Mussolini is always able to
report a ‘“balance,” but these state-
ments are false. During the past 13
years, Italy’s national debt increased
55,000,000,000 lire. These debts are
ignored, which makes rotten account-
ing but good Fascist propaganda. As
for the roads and monuments you saw
pictured, they were paid for by Amer.
ican fools, who will never see a penny
of their money if they wait until their
securities mature. Mussolini, through
clever propaganda and the help of
corrupt American bankers and lick-
spittle newspapers, was able to sell
$600,000,000 worth of Italian bonds
to American “investors.” This money
paid for the nice things you saw,
which writes down Americans as
dupes. Tf they had any sense they
would have dumped those securities
on the market months ago to take
whatever they could get and fo get
about the loss. If they hold on they
will finally have to charge them off
as total losses,

& *

It is claimed, in extenuation of Musso-
lini, that he saved Italy from Bolshe-
vism, Please comment.

This notion is without foundation.
Commmnism was insignificant when
Mussolini and his gangsters stole pow-
er. In the Italian election of 1921, a
year before Mussolini became d'cta-
tor, only 18 Communists were elected,
as against 195 Socialists. The strikes
of 1921 were well over long before
Mussolini began his orgy of murder
and tyranny.

L
Much is made of the alleged fact that
Hitler’s regime is justified if for mo
other reason than his attack on the
Versailles Treaty. Please comment.

I have shown many times that the
German Republic fought and gradual-
ly defeated the iniquitous Versailles
Treaty long before its decent people

dreamed it was possible for that
homosexual gangster to steal power
and turn his hoodlums on everything
that suggested real civilization. The
well-known correspondent, John Gun-
ther, summarizes the argument this
way:

“German policy had gone far to-
ward redressing the dictates of Vera
sailles before Hitler came to power.
Foreign military control was abol-
ished early in the republic, The
Rhineland was evacuated wunder
Stresemann. Reparations dwindled
under Bruening and Papen. And
the Allies accepted Germany’s theo-
retical right to military equality
under Papen-Schleichef;.”

How much silver and gold are there in
the world?

The world supply of silver ig about
15,000,000,000 ounces; of gold, about
600,000,000 ounces. In other words,
for each ounce of gold there are
about 25 ounces of silver. Gold is
worth nearly 50 times the value of
silver, )

*

I am sending you herewith, for com-
ment, a copy of The American Bulletin,
which makes the assertion that Huey
Long’s assassination was the result of
a Jewish plot, .

This publication, which is issued in
New York City, is undoubtedly a
propaganda medium of the Nazi pois-
on-squad. Serious attempts are being
made to give the U. S. the same brand
of malicious and shameless anti-Sem-
itism that made Germany the modern
source of persecution and racial fa-
naticism.

As everyone knows, Huey Long
was shot by a Roman Catholic, Dr.
Weiss, who, a few hours before he
committed hig dastardly deed, attend-
ed mass. Now it is claimed that be-
cause his name is somewhat Jewish
and that it ecan be shown that he
was only seven-eights gentile, it must
follow that the plot was hatched by
Jews. It takes such “logic” and
“facts” tu pul vn the heads of the
helpless Jews another burden of prej-
udice and calumny.

We are thus given to understand
that if a seven-eighths gentile does
something good, the eredit belongs to
“Aryanism,” but should that same in-
dividual do something bhad the blame
naturally falls on the one-eighth
‘non-Aryan.” .

This incident is just one more proof
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of my oft-repeated assertion that the
Jews in this country are in for a
perivd of merciless persecution, if the
American tools of Hitler can make
their filthy propaganda stick.

Decent Americans must do their ut-
most NOW to counter such campa’gns
of falsehood and malicg. ‘

”»e e
Have hirds good hearing and sight?

Both senses are highly develop~d.
During the World War, the French
kept parrots in their forts and the
Eiffel Tower because they were able
to give warning of approaching air-
planes before they were seen by ob-
servers,

As for the sense of sight, ii’s in-
teresting to note that birds can
change their eyes from t:lescopes to
microscopes in a split second. Dr.
H. Eaton reports that an eagls high
in the air observed three miles away
a small dead fish floating on a stream.
It dove for its food in a siraizhl
line.

The sense of smell is not so acute.

L S
What is the deepest distance birds can
dive in water?

Gordon C. Aymar, in his book, Bird
Flight, says that fishermen have
caught birds in their nets at a depth
of 90 feet, .

b‘ﬁ

How fast docs a humming bird stroke
its wings?

Experts report that no count has
yet been made, but that estimates
which allow for the hum indicate
about 200 strokes per second. Com-
pare this speed with the pelican,
which makes less than two strokes
per second.

Ve e
e e

P
Which migratory bird makes the long-
ost yearly trip?

Ornithologists report that the Arc-
tic tern leaves the Arctic, travels to
the Antarctic, and returns to the
Arctic yearly. The golden plover, a
shore bird, takes the record for ocean
flying, making a non-stop trip from
Labrador to the Argentine pampas.
Another non-stop water flight is made
by the Pacific form, which flies from

Alaska to Hawaii.
A

Has the Reconstruction Finance Corpor-
ation taken over any corporations which
failed to pay back what they borrowed
from the government?

Stuart Chase, in his Government in
Business, shows that the federal gov-

| nonscensc.

ernment now owns outright, because
of default, the following: scores of
banks, three insurance companics,
one railroad, one real estate mortgage
loan company, and 4,000,000 bales cf
cotton.

L

Which bird flies fastest?

The record may belong to the dat-
terel, which leaves North Afriea in
the evening and takes breakfas: in
Sweden.

gk

It is urged that the low caliher of
Southern statesmanship—represented by
the Bilbo-Long-Heflin-Vardaman type of
demagogue—is to he blamed on the fact
that the South lost its aristocracy when
it was destroyed in the Civil War.
Please comment.

A little fact may help expose ihis
During the Civil War the
Confederacy lost 4,626 officers, who
were killed, wounded, or succ mbed
to disease. Surely the so-ca'l d aris-
tocracy that moved on such a lofty
plane couldn’t possibly be extermi-
nated by such a comparatively smali
'oss. We humans everywhere like to
look for goats. In the case of South-
ern demagoguery, our intelligent
Southerners like to rationalize this
misfortune by blaming the Civil War,
but that excuse simply won’t hold up.

L R

The Catholic priesthood is the most con-
temptible reptile that ever wriggled out
of hell. How, then, can you patronive
that hypocrite and American traitor,
Charles Coughlin, by calling him “Fa-
ther”?

I call Coughlin “Father” in the
same way that I call another man
“Pope” or “Cardinal.” It's hig official
title. Father (of what?) Coughlin is
not being patronized when he’s called
“Father” but is being identified,

e Al

How tal] is Stalin? R

The only report I recall ever having
seen said he is five feet, five inches
tall, but perhaps this should be veri-
filed before being accepted. T’11 be
thankful for reliable information on
this matter of Stalin’s height., From
his pictures I always took him to be
at least five inches taller,

L R
Ta it a fact that Mnsgnlini freed the
slaves in the territory he occupied in
Ethiopia?

The Fascist propagandists have
made much of Il Duee’s “civilizing”
mission in East Africa, not the least
feature of it being the concern the
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Blackshirt bully has shown for the
poor, suffering slaves in or near
Adowa. The facts, however, make a
joke of this slave-freeing ballyhoo.

According to Le Canard Enchaine,
published in Paris, General de Bono’s
order to abolish slavery in the occu-
pied territory caused a great prob-
lem when his men were sent after
some slaves, for none could be found
at once. After diligent searches,
soldiers succeeded in coming on some
“slaves” who were living in complete
freedom in the forests. They were
brought to the central square of
Adowa, to be reviewed and “civiliz=d”
by Mussolini’s general. The following
is reported to have happened, accord-
ing to the French publication named
above:

“‘Slaves,” he (General de Bono)
said to them in a voice vibrant with
emotion, ‘you are henceforth free.’

“‘Long live freedom!’ the freed-
men shouted. :

“They were immediately clapped
into jai] for subversive utterances.”
And that’s how some of Ethiopia’s

slaves became free and independent,
thanks to Mussolini.

How tall is Mussolini?

Westbrook Pegler, American news-
paperman, interviewed Mussolini and
reported:

“He is not as tall as I had ex-
pected, being about five feet one and
thick in the barrel, b;t not fat.”

o+
How much food do the CCC camps con-
sume?

The Army Quartermaster Corps re-
ports thal the 500,000 men in the
CCC camps consume 1,737% carloads
of food monthly, or 58 carloads daily,
covering 39 food items. Beef comes
first, with a monthly consumption of
9,375,000 pounds, which is enough to
fill 426 2/8 carloads. Pepper is the
least used article, and yet it is served
up at the rate of 150,000 cans per
month. Men in the CCC camps have
the same rations as the Army.

The CCC food bill costs $6,000,000
monthly, which means about 45¢ per
man per day. To get the picture of
just one CCC hreakfast, try to imag-
ine the following:

Oatmeal, 1% carloads; eggs, 500,~
000; bacon, one carload; flour cooked
into biscuits, one ecarload; -coffee,
several tank cars; butter, one car-
load; syrup, 1,800 cans; sugar, one

carload; jam and preserves, 10,000
cans. In all, this typical breakfast
will mean about 20 carloads of food.

That the CCC rations are ampe i8
demonstrated by the fact that the
men gained from seven to 11 pounds
during their first 60 days in camp, ac-
cording to the report of the surgeon
general.

e ke b
You’ve had very little to say about
Father Coughlin these past few months,
after a long spell in which each issue
contained many columns alkout this
terrestrial representative of the Holy
Ghost. Why?

Father Coughlin isn’t much of the
menace he was early in 1935, The
gentleman’s guns seems pretty well
spiked. It may be that the masses
aren’t so dumh as the charlatans
imagine. At any rate, they—at least
a good many of them—came to realize
that a victory for Coughlinism would
be a deleal Lor liberalism; democracy,
progress, education, freedom, eivil
rights and the other precious gifts of
modern civilization. Father Cough-
lin’s Fascism and anti-Semitism be-
came obvious—so much so that the
people who still have decent feelings
deeided to turn elsewhere. -Unfor-
tunately, many of them turned in the
wrong direction—to Townsendism.

But T predict that the Townsend

racket will blow up even faster than
Coughlinism.

The American people certainly
don’t want Fascism, and when they
realized that Coughlinism means a
combination of Mussolini and Hitler
for American institutions, they came
lo lheir senses. I'm glad I did my
little share in exposing this monu-
mental fraud. He still talks and
works himself into a lather, but no one
trembles any more, and the Statue of
Liberty seems to be safe, for the time
being, anyway.

Of course, Coughlin is shrewd and
clever, so there’s always the possibil-
ity that he may think up a new line
of shoddy goods to palm off on the
American people. If he does, lovers
of freedom and democracy will be on
the watch for the first sign of his re-
turning influence. Eternal vigilance,
you know. In a democracy we learn
to use the civilized weapon of debate,
and it’s powerful, if used intelligently.
So long as we can enjoy full and free
discussion, the Coughlins will even-
tually be undermined and defeated.
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That’s one of the great things about
living in a democracy~—you can think

. aloud!
ook ok
Is it a fact that the governor of Kansas
balanced the budget?

. Alf M. Landon balanced the budg-
et, but the newspaper ballyhoo should
add that the budget is always bal-
anced in Kansas. To read the polit-
ical hokum one would imagine Landon
became governor of a busted State,
put its financial house in order, and
ended by keeping expenditures well

within the bounds of ‘receipts. Go
back over the administrations that
preceded the present one and youll
find that the State’s budget has never
been out of balance in many decades.
So what? :

I’ve lived in Kansas for 20 years
and know of only one bond issue in
all that time—a small debt of absut
$20,000,000 shortly after the World
War to pay a bonus to the Kansas
men who served the colors. And that
issue hag been liquidated each year,
as demanded by law, so that it’s only
a matter of time before the State will
be back to its old position of enjoying
a completely debtless treasury. It’s
been that way because Kansas farm-
ers hate debt the way the devil hates
coca-cola,

The question next arises as to how
the State handled the problem of re-
lief during the past six years of de-
pression. The answer here is that
the Constitution doesn’t permit direct

_ appropriations for relief. Such help
must come from the counties. Dur-
ing Alf Landon’s adminislralion he
has used his influence to keep the
Legislature from changing the Con-
stitution on this point, because he
wanted the relief load to be carried
by the federal government and the
counties. This situation has resulted
in an unfair load on the local com-
munities, during a period when the
State enjoyed a ecredit rating every
whit as good as that of the federal
government.

Recently I heard a State official de-
liver an address on the new Social
SQecurity Law which went inta effect
on January 1, 1936, Under this enact-
ment, the Federal government agrees
to pay old age pensions and other
benefits to the needy, provided of
course that the State pays an equal
amount, Landon is doing nothing to

enable the State to participate in this
gocial reform. Instead, he sends out
men to tell the counties to prepare to
cooperate with the federal authorities
in order to supply relief where it is
necessary. Naturally, the counties,
which are all broke or near that con-
dition, won’t be able to carry much
of the expense, so it’s safe to say that
the Social Security movement will
have ‘slight results in a State where
the Governor is willing to let tens of
thousands of Kansans suffer priva-
tion rather than use the credit of the
State treasury to bring quick amel-
ioration for the aged, disabled, or un-
employed. .

Governor Landon is being groomed
for the presidency, which explains the
political hokum that is being ladled -
out so generously, but, despite this
unfortunate characteristic of Ameri-
can political life, the man is excep-
tional in many ways, with admirable
qualities. First of all, Landon is
scrupulously honest. He has never
been known to use political office for
the enrichment of his own finances.
It happens, of course, that he is a
wealthy man (as rich men go in
Kansas), but I feel sure he’d he just
as honest were he quite poor.

Governor Landon ig an intelligent,
well-mannered, well-intentioned, com-
petent public man. During his ad-
ministration he has shown consistent
regard for the precious prineciples of
civil liberty. Never has he done a
single thing, by word or deed, to in-
dicate unfriendliness towards free
speech, assembly, press and thought.
In these days of near-Fascism, such
a position deserves to be mnoticed. I
say this after careful consideration,
for I recall vividly the recent excite-
ment over Hearst’s visit to Topeka
to look over the nation’s “next Presi-
dent.” Hearst, I know, gave Landon
his cordial O. K., but I'm positive if
Landon were elected President he
would soon disappoint Hearst because
of his unwillingness to join in heresy-
hunts, red-baiting, hysterical attacks
on helpless aliens, persecution of
academic leaders, and the other dis-
graceful pursnits that seem to please
sadistic Hearst. Landon never was a
Hearst type of man, and never can
be. He isn’t made that way. The
man has too muech honest, simple dig-
nity in his make-up to stoop to such
unintelligent spectacles. 1f Hearst
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thinks Landon will make a good near-
Fascist President, he is in for the
disappointment of his hectic life, for
Landon believes in~ old-fashion-d
Americanism, and that means democ-
racy, liberal toleration, and full pro-
tection of all civil’zrig}*{cs.

Does the Normandie bring in enough
revenue to pay expenses?

The French liner Normandie, ac-
cording to an official report, made 18
Atlantic crossings, up to December
25, 1935, and took in receipts amount-
ing to 50,000,000 francs. Operating
costs were 86,000,000 francy; general
costs, 14,000,000 francs. This leaves
the item of service charges on con-
struction costs still uncovered, but
they shouldn’t be figured because the
Freuch government has assumed
them. : .

What will happen when the British
Queen Mary is finizhed is somewhat
of a problem. The English are going
to charge $145 for a first class trip,
and $93, third class, summer rates.
The owners of the Normandie have
announced that they intend to meet
these rates.

s o

In the matter of greater mechanized
agriculture in Russia, what is the role
of the tractor?

In 1933, tractors were used on
85,000,000 acres in the Soviet Union,
In 1935, the tractor acreage was 240,-
000,000, In 1934, combines reaped 5,-
000,000 acres; in 1935, 15,000,000
acres. It’s estimated that the com-
bines will be used on 45,000,000 acres
in 1936.

s e R

As Lenin listed numerous specifications
for Russian industrialization, I want to
know if you have any information show-
ing whether or not ‘these quotas have
been reached. '

G. K. Ordjonikidze, Commissar for
Heavy Industry, late in December,
1935, reported the actual figures that
Lenin put down for production levels
in 10 to 15 years, and also gave the
figures of 1935 production fur pur-
poses of comparison. The resulfs:

Coal, 62 000,000 tons annually un-

der Lenin’s schedule: in 1935, 10%,-

000,000 tons.

Peat, 16,400,000 tons under Lenin’s
schedule; in 1935, 18.500,000 tons
031, 11009000 to 15,000,600 tons

under Lenin’s schedule; in 1935, 25,-

¢00,000 tons.

Iron ore, 19,000,000 tons under

:Aenin’s schedule; in 1935, 27,000,000
ons.

Pig iron, 8,200,000 tons under
Lenin’s schelule; in 19°5, 12,500,000
tons.

Stcel, 6,500,000 tons under Lenin’s
schedule; in 1935, 12,400,000 tons.

Aluminum, 9,800 tons under Len-
in’s schedule; in 1935, 25,0600 tons.

The Commissar for Hecavy Indus-
try also made other comparisons of
daily and monthly production be-
tween 1925 and 1935, which are equal-
ly impressive:

Electric power, 3,400,000 kilowatts
per day; in 1935, 58,080,500.

Coke, 6,000 tons per day; in 1935,
49,000 tons.

During December, 1925, the Soviet
Union produced 12 locometives; in
December, 1935, 134. .

Freight-cars, in December, 1925,
28; in December, 1935, 10,000.

Tractors, in December, 1925, 49;
in December, 1935, 9,500.

Auto trucks,. in December, 1925,
seven; in December, 1935, 7,000.

Light motor cars, in December,
1925, none; in December, 1935, 1,700.

Putting the subject in terms of -
money, the Commissar’s report shows
that in 1925 the Soviet Union’s heavy
industries produced wealth to the
value of 2,300,000,000 rubles; in 1935,
the production was worth 24,300,000,-
000 rubles, with the money figured on
the same basis of valuation. In terms
of man-power, the report shows 690,-
000 workers <ngaged in heavy indus-
try, in 1925; in 1935, the workers
numbered 5,750,000.

The next question deals with the
value of cach worker’s productivity.
The report shows that in 1925 an
average worker produced in a month
wealth to the value of 270 rubles; in
1935, 870 rubles. In 1925, the averace
monthly wage was 46 rubles; in 1935,
280 rubles.

When this valuable report was is-
sued, A. I. Mikoyan, Internal Trade
Commissar, was asked what effect
this increased production would
have on employment, the ques*i-ner
having in mind the fact that in capi-
talistic ‘countries inereased productiv-
ity works to the disadvantage of the
employes. The Commissar replied:

“Some fear this will cause what
America calls technolozical unem-
ployment. This is nonsense here.
We simply build more factories be-
cause there is no limit in the So-
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cialist U. S. S. R. to the possibilitics

of industrial development.”

The questioner should have known
that there’s all the difference - in
the world between private, capital-
istic ownership and collective owner-
ship. The former owner pro-
duces for profit; the latter, for use.
In the former (Capitalism), the more
labor produces the greater the danger
of technological unemployment; in
the latter (Socialism), the greater
wealth labor produces the richer the
rewards for the toilers.

Russia  is  demonstrating its
strength, virility, intelligence and con-
structiveness. The future is indeed
bright. A great people is headed in
the right direction. Will the goal be
achieved? Barring defeat in war,
success seems ‘:‘ssured.

L3
What are the chances of drawing a
perfect bridge hand? Also, a straight
flush at poker?

Some bears on figures at Columbia
University say the chances of a per-
fect bridge hand are four in 635,013,
559,000. A straight flush at poker
may be drawn at the rate of one in
64,973 tries.

3
I’ve been living in this country many
years, but wonder if I couldn’t do bet-
ter by myself if I were to go to Rus-
sia. Plcasc comment.

Whether or not you should return
to Russia depends on circumstances.
If you have a fair job or profession
and make even a moderate living in
this country, I'd certainly advise
against leaving. If you were to throw
over a job or business herc in order
to start all over again in Russia you
would find yourself in for a long pe-
riod of readjustment, and in the end
might not be well off from a tinancial
and economic viewpoint. A skilled
worker in this country, who is stead-
ily employed, is far better off than
any kind of a worker in the Soviet
Union, though we are always glad to
call attention to Russia’s gigantic con-
structive achievements during the
past few years. The Russian stand-
ard of living is higher than it was 10
vears ago, and much higher than it
was in 1913, but this doesn’t mean

. that American standards of steadily
employed skilled workers -in the
S. have been reached or closely ap-
proached.

Let Russians vbork out their own

U.!The average visit lasts

problems. I'm sure that in the end
they will win great rewards and
make tremendoug progress in wealth,
culture, education, health, social se-
curity, ete. But these jobs are for
Russians, not Americans, and by
Americans I mean also those Russians
who have been living here many years
and have established deep roots in
thig country.

We who are struggling to live in
America shouldn’t try to escape our -
problems and vesponsibilities hy go-
ing to Russia. We should devote our
best energies to improving American
life—and it can be done, for we have
the equipment, the intelligence and
the motive. There isn’t anythinz that
Russia can do in industry and eco-
nomics that we couldn’t mateh two
times over, if we were to organize
for gscientific attack on the evils of
Capitalism. We could, with proper
measures, turn America into a para
dise for those who work, but before
doing that it would be necessary first
to socialize the large-scale industries,
banks, communication and transpor-
tation systems. Once we lay.the foun-
dations for cooperative action we shall
be on the way to soeial seenrity and
independence for those millions who
do the work of the land.

We have great opportunities for so-
cial and cultural service in this coun-
try, and my suggestion to wavering
or discouraged friends is to stick
right here and face the music. Rus-
sia for the Russians—Iet that be the
slogan—and America for the Ameri-
cans! We are fortunate to live in
such a wvast, rich couulry, crowded
with natural resources, blessed with
ample room for expansion, and fa-
cilities for the production of goods to
satisfy every reasonable need., Our
misfortune isn’t the country; it’s the
system that’s at fault, and that sys-
tem ecan be corrected through legal,
orderly, non-violent means.

P e 3
Your figures on the size of California’s
tourist trade lead me to ask for data
dealing with Florida.

The TFlorida State Road Depart-
ment estimates that 1,805,650 tour.
ists visit Florida yearly, in 515.000
motor cars, and spend $90,458,000.
29.4 days.
They consume 36,786,000 gallons of
gasoline, paying the State $2,575,000
in taxes. The majority of these tour-
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ists, 56.6 percent, come from Georgia
and Alabama. New York and Penn-
sylvania contribute 18.6 pereent.
Then follow Michigan, Indiana, Ohio,
10.7 percent; West Virginia, Tennes-
see, Kentucky, 9.1 percent; New Eng-
land, 3.0 percent; Oklahoma, Texas,
4.0 percent; foreign countries, 0.5 per-

cent.

DO
I am more than interested in your mum-
erous comparisons of conditions in Rus-
sia in 1913 and today. What are the

facts with regard to the number of do:-
tors and nurses?

In 1913, Russia had 12,154 doctors
and 36,476 nurses. In December, 1935,
there were 53,000 doctors and nearly
150,000 assistant doctors and nurses.
My authority is the December 14,
1935, issue of the Journal of the
American Medical Association.

LR
How much business do the railroads get
from the Chicago packing industry?

Incoming and outgoing ecars of
freight, needed to service the meat
business, number about 1,000 per day.
A year’s cars—almost 365,000—would
extend from New York almost to San
Francisco.

e 3
Among other things, Hearst blames the
New Dea] for Lindbergh’s self-imposed
exile. Please comment.

I don’t ¢ee how Hearst can make
that charge stick, when the kidnap-
ing itself took place during the
Hoover administration,

It seems as though Hearst is try-
ing to muddy the issue, because it
was the behavior of the Hearst news-
men and photographers which had a
great deal to do with Lindbergh’s de-
cision to get out of the country. It
comes direct from Lindbergh that
one morning, not long before Lhe fam-
ily left the country, little Jon was
being taken to school in the family
motor car. While on the way, a
Hearst car appeared and crowded the
Lindbergh car to the eurb, where the
child Wwas compelled to pose for its
pictures, which later appcared in the
Hearst press and other newspapers
that cared to pay the price. This
amounted to a temporarv kidnaping
and a disgraceful violation of the
rights of the Lindberghs.

A decent newspaper would have
asked permission to take the pictures,
and denied such approval would have
let the matter drop. Eut Hearst’s

gangsters, taking their cue from the
big boss himself, are not bound by
such nicectics.  There’s nothing too .
low for a Hearst newsman to do.-
And when they have helped drive
out the Lindberghs, the big boss has
the gigantic gall to blame the inci-
dent on the New Deal, aliens, Com-
munists and his other pet hates.

L
Do the State and local governmentg owe
mote money than the Federal govern-
ment?

On November 80, 1935, the total
public debt of the Federal government
was $29,500,000,000, since which time
the debt has increased about $1,000,-
000,000. Gross State and local gov-

ernment debts, on November 30,
amounted to $20,500,000,000. The
total, Federal, State and local, is

about $50,000,000,000. This sounds
tremendous, but when one considers
that this is hardly more than a single
year’s income of the nation the ob-
ligation doesn’t - loock so terrible,
though our near-Fascist, Hearstian
elements would give the public the
impression that the nation was head-
ed towards bankruptey.

According to the National Indus-
trial Conference Board, about 34 per-
cent of all money received by the
Federal government, during 1984 ard
1935, went to debt charges. During
the 10 years ending 1933, Great Bri-
tain paid out about 43 percent of its
revenue to cover debt charges. As
the Wall Street press nev:r speaks
of England being insolvent, then it
ought to be clear that the U. S, with
lower debt charges, by about 9 per-
cent, is even stronger financially.

It’s well to remember that the ele-
ments who are squawking about
“mounting debts” are the very people
who want the federal government to
do nothing about relief and social re-
form, except to give a dollar here
and there to lgcal *fbodies for charity.
In his speech before Comrreszs, on Jan-
uary 3, 1936, President Roosevelt said
there were nations in Europve and Asia
which were based on tyranny and ag-
gression. Which nations did he mean?
Al:o, he urged peace on the world, but
g'avet no constructive plan.- Please com-
ment,

It isn’t at all difficult to name the
nations Roosevelt had in mind as
sources of tyranny, aggression, ard
anti-democratic movements, They are,
of course, Japan, Germany and Italy.
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These three countries are the danger-
spote of the world.
~ You’re quite right when you men-
tion that Roosevelt’s plea for world
peace was based mainly on general-
ities. I’m sure this country is sincere-
ly interested in maintaining world
peace. The same goes for Great Bri-
tain and the Soviet Union. If these
three great governments were to or-
anize an entente cordiale they could
eep the entire world at peace. Such
a policy is necessary, and the sooner
it is worked out the stronger will be
the foundations of what Roosevelt
callg good neighborliness.

Japan, Germany and Italy could
never get very far if they realized
that the U. 8., England and Russia
not only want peace but are ready to
stand together to achieve that goal.
The mere fact that these great,
mighty nations were standing togeth-
er would be in‘sux’i‘anc; agalnst war.

Does the Diesel engine work more eco-
nomically than steam?

S. T. Bledsoe, president, Sante Fe
railroad, reports that his company
has done considerable experimental
work with Diesels and adds: “The
major advantages of Diesel power as
compared with steam lie in much Tow-
er fuel cost, ability to make long,
continuous runs, and to maintain high

speed.”
b L S

I saw recently a press report of a slot
machine which vends ice cream. Is that
a hoax?

1 understand there is, in London,
Bungland, a company which has placcd
2 number of slot machines which offer
ice cream. Cartons of ice cream are
kept in the machine for as much as
four days by solidified carbon dioxide,
which acts as a refrigerant. Each
imachine, of which there are 5,000 at
this writing, holds 100 cartons,

g e

Pve heard a great deal about the Madi-
son Square Garden debate between Nor-
man Thomas and Earl Browder. What
did you think of the dispute?

I wasn’t at the Garden to hear the
debate, but I’ve read the stenographic
report. The controversy was worded
“Which Road for American Workers
—Socialist or Communist?” Both dis-
putants did excellent jobs, though it
seemed to me that Norman Thomas’
arguments in support of the Socialist
party were more effective and con-

vincing than Browder’s case for the
Communist party. The debhate—one
of the most important in recent years
—should be read carefully by all stu-
dents of economics, politics, govern-
ment, international affairs, Socialism,
Communism, Fascism and Capitalism.
It contains a mine of information,
and is, in addition, entertaining, ex-
citing reading. That audience of
20,000 persons must have been keyed
to a high emotional pitch when these
two brilliant disputants got wound

up.

I have long felt that the Communist
plea for a United Front was insin-
cere and intended only. to cause con-
fusion in the ranks of the Socialists,
But I'm willing to admit that after
reading Rrowder’s appeal there may
be something earnest and real in the
whole proposition, though it would be
unwise to rush into a United Front
without making sure (hat the whole
thing isn’t a clever ruse after all.

Fascism and war are two real men-
aces in the United States, and a real,
honest, sincere United Front could
do good work in warding off these
evils—if only the Socialists cou'd be
convinced that the Cummunists really
want to work with the Socialists in-
stead of wanting to destroy them.
There’s lots of ground to be covered
before a United Front ean become
a reality, but the proposal is by no
means an impossibility. Thomas lists
numerous arguments against the
Communists to show why a United
Front to fight Fascism and war can-
not be achieved just yet, but he does
assert that a long step has been taken
in the direction of such mutual aid
for a common objective.

‘The debate is therefore of immedi-
ate concern to every citizen and intel-
ligent follower of current events and
mass movements. It constitutes a
document of first importance that may
gnark a new era in American radical-
ism.

* ok %
Was the late Morris Hillquit’s brand
of Socialism different from that of the
regular international Socialists?
Morris Hillquit (1869-1938) was in
accord with the platforms and declar-
ations of the international Socialigt
parties. The best way to answer your
question is to give you a quotation
from Hillquit’s works, as follows:
“] am a Socialist because I cannot
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be anything else. I cannot accept
the ngly world of Capitaliem with
its brutal struggles and needless
suffering, its archaic and irrational
economic structure, its cruel social
contrast, its moral callousness and
spiritual degradation.”

It is Hoover’s contention that the great-
est canda of the bank holiday of Mareh,
1933, was the decision of England to
go off the gold standard. Please com-
ment.

Lord ’erber( ’vover and his defend-
ers continue to harp on this silly
point. I'm sure they have been told
the facts a thousand times, but that
doesn’t halt them. The English de-
cided to go off gold in September,
1931. Thousands of banks had al-
ready folded up by then, and they
continued closing daily until March,
1933, when a general bank holiday
was called in order to stop the nation-
wide runs. If England’s decision to
-abandon gold caused our banks to
close then it should follow that Eng-
land’s own banks also should have
closed. TT HAPPENS, OF COURSE,
THAT NOT A SINGLE BANK IN
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES,
IRELAND, NEW ZEALAND, AUS-
TRALIA OR CANADA WAS COM-
PELLED TO CLOSE ITS DOORS.
There’s nothing new about thig argu-
ment. It was noticed the first time
Lord ’erbert ’oover tried to defend
his banking policy by blaming Eng-
land’s desertion of gold. But it had
no effect, because ’oover and his out-
fit had, and have, no answer to make
to it. o

g
What’s the spiciest literary work yow've
read?

I’'d put Mark Twain’s 1601, or
Social Life in the Time of the Tudors,
at the top of the list. It is, without
a doubt, the greatest piece of pornog-
raphy ever written. It makes Rabe-
lais, Boccaceio, Lucian, Aristophanes,
Petronius, Sterne, Swift, and the
author of The Specialist look like so
many puritanical sissies.

e )
Noticing increased use of clasgical music
over the radio, I wonder if the com-
panies have obtained proof of public
appreciation of better compositions.
Please comment.

CBS, in November, 1935, conducted
a nationwide popularity contest in
. order to pick the most popular com-
posers, dead or contemporary, and

the results—compiled from the votes
of 12,112 listeners—indicate a sub~
stantial victory for the great, crea-
tive masters. In all, 219 composers
received votes. The first 10 among
the dead, and the number of votes
they received, follow:

Beethoven, 1,878; Brahms, 904;
Wagner, 788: 'Techaikavsky, 648;
Bach, 556; Mozart, 258; Franck,

166; Bruckner, 160; Schubert, 136;

Debussy, 130.

Living composers received the fol-
lowing votes in the same poll:

Sibelius, 1,888; Ravel, 910;

Strauss, 616; Stravinsky, 418; Rach-

maninoff, 254; Roy Harris, 162;

Respighi, 108; Gershwin, 96; Sower-

by, 94; Hanson, 92.

I can find little fault with the lis-
tener-reaction to the dead composers,
though if given my own choice I would
have Bach follow Wagner instead of
Tchaikovsky. And Debussy would
have come off a little better. If I
had voted I certainly would have given
first place to Beethoven, followed by
Brahms and Wagner. Public taste,
which is supposed to be trashy, show-
éd itself just about perfect in this
popularity contest, though I prefer
to leave to psychologists the reasons
that motivated this great mass of
voters.

Among the living, I'd rather have
seen Richard Strauss given first place,
with Sibelius second. The Finlander
is one of my favorites, of course, but
I don’t think he measures up to the
giant stature of the composer of The
Life of a Hero, Salome, Death and
Transfiguration, and Thus Spake
Zaorathustra. Ravel’s facile, super-
ficial art I'd put down near Gersh-
win’s.

What pleased me above everything -
was the place given gigantic, ma-
jestic, immortal Beethoven—the titan
who spoke with the tones of thunder,
lightning, tidal waves, volcanoes and
cyclones, then softened to the lilting
calls of birds. rippling waters, songs
and dances of strong, happy peasants,
the deep, brooding thoughts of the
philosopher and the pure beauty of
the poct’s 10\§liest sonncts.

A newspaper report says: “A man can
think better if he rests his feet on a
“esk.” What do you say?

I have two desks in my office ant
I doubt if I’ve ever tilted back with
my feet on either of them. When I'm
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actually at work, I keep my feet un-
der the desk. But don’t get the idea
from this that I don’t like to take
my ease when going through the mo-
tions of thinking. There’s a nice,
hefty couch in my office, with two
pillows, on which I flop when I want
to read and think. So the moral of
this is: Keep your feet off the desk,
because a couch is better. :
R R

Is Russia raising cotton?

During 1935, up to November 25.
the Soviet Union, in Central Asia, re-
ported the delivery of 1,500,000 tons
of cotton, a record for the country.
Pre-war Russia’s cotton production
never went beyond 500,000 tons. This
cotton, most likely, will be kept for
domestic consumption, in line with
the policy announced by President
Mikhael Kalinin to “make the Soviet
people the most beautiful and best
dressed in the world.” That little or
none will be exported is proved by
the fact that Russia is buying in-
creasing quantities of cotton in the
American market, taking about 26,-
000 tons of our short staple cotton
during the first nine months of 1935,
at a cost of about $10,000,000, as
© against 1934 expenditures of $6,000,
000. Russia’s 1935 cotton production
regislers a 80 percenl increase over
the previous year. Most of the Sov-
iet Union’s cotton crop is raised by
collectivized farmers, 90 percent of
the cotton growers in Central Asia
being members of State or collective
farms.

e ol W%
What sort of sex lives did Marx and
Engels live?

Karl Marx was what we’d call a
one-woman man. FEven a blue-nosed
puritanical Fundamentalist couldn’t
find anything in his sex life to squawk
about. Friedrich Engels—tall, hand-
some and something of a heartbreak-
er—kept an Irish mistress, an ar-
rangement which Marx never dis-
cussed, 50 far as I know, but on which
he must have frowned. The great rev.
olutionary theoretician was bound to
a rigid, bourg‘&ois iod\e of wmorals.

What’s good for a cold, besides whisky?
You idiot, you don’t deserve to have
a cold. (I swiped this out of a joke
book.)
L S

It is urged that Roosevelt is pro-Jewish.
in that he tolerates two Jews on the

bench of the Supreme Court. Please
comment.

Since the President had nothing to
do with naming Brandeis or Cardoza,
I fail to see how this argument has

any weight.
L

Did not Darwin influence Marxist phi-
logophy?

Darwin’s epoch-making book, The
Origin of Species, appeared in 1859,
The Communist Manifesto, by Marx
and Engels, appeared in 1848, which
shows that its philosophy developed
independently. When Darwinism ap-
peared, however, it exercis:d great
influence on Szmal;st thought
Please comment on the following: “After
all, an Atheist is not so sure there is
no God. What if he findg out after
death that there IS a God, and Heaven
and Hell? By his unbelief he will have
Ingt averything. Rut the per-on wha
believes in God plays safe. If he finds
out there is no God, his faith will have
done him no harm. On the other hand,
if there is a God, his faith will have
done him an everlasting favor. There-
fore, be a Theist. It’s safer.”

I’'m more than happy to have this .
chance to analyze what might be
called the “Safety-First Argument
for the God-idea.” It is, of course,
an old and decrepit argument, but it
continues to be one of the favorites
of the apologists for religion. It pre-
sents simple evidence for the utter
bankruptey of theistic thought., The
gentlemen of the cloth, with their
large followings, their social prestige
and their immense church properties,
betray intellectual childighness when
they expect intelligent people to be
impressed with such a piece of tripe.

Let’s take the first sentence: “After
all, an Atheist is not so sure there
is no God.” Just what gense does
that make? It would have been more
accurate to express the following
thought: “After all, an Atheist is
sure there is no logic in the argu-
ments presented in support of the
God-idea.” That means something.
It presents the Atheist as he really
is—a critic who examines the various
arguments advanced by the Theist,
analyzes them carefully, and then re-
jects them because they are full of
holes.

We now devote ourselves to the
“Safety-First” notion. This argument
—if we may call it such—carmes the
inference that truth.seeking is not
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impgrtant. It is a betrayal of all that
is precious in thought, culture and
free inquiry. The religious propa-
gandist frankly puts his case on the
" level of a crap game—come seven
(heaven), come snake-eyes (hell),
come eleven (God), come double-sixes
(all is lost). You throw your dice
and take your chances. And that, of
all things, is intended to convince
students of logic and philosophy of
the efficacy of belief, or faith, in God
and Immortality. An intelligent child
in a kindergarten wouldn’t stoop to
such shoddy thinking. )

The appeal to the “Safety-First”
impulse is nothing less than a demon-
stration of intellectual cowardice. We
are asked to put aside our knowledge,
powcrs of analysis and scientific de-
duction to embrace a faith in God
and a heavenly hereafter, because if
there’s nothing to the notion you're
no worse off than the Atheist, who,
after eashing in his chips, went forth
to complete annihilation, as he ex-
pected all along, because his reason
told him that when a being dies he’s
dead. He is asked to change before
it’s too late—play safe, get on the
band wagon. Such an attitude means
studied and deliberate surrender of
the powers of thought. The intelligent
Atheist, after being insulted with
such a piece of mental balderdash,
can only reply with sardonic laughter.
The proposal sounds like an echo from
an institution for the mentally feeble.

This “Safety-First” argument could
be used to justify any absurd super-
stition dealing with the so-called here-
after—the intellectual meandering of
a Bantu medicine man is put on a
par with the dignified incantations of
the Archbishop of Canterbury. To
show the plain idicey of the point our
religionist makes, let’'s imagine a
new religion being proposed along the
following lines of “reasoning”:

“When I shuffle off this mortal coil
I have implicit faith in a great Mum-
bo-Jumbov who will show His love for
me by supplying me with an endless
stream of pigs’ knuckles—-boiled or
pickled. Therefore, as you can’t prove
there isn’t a Mumbo-Jumbo up be-
yond the stratosphere who supplies
his loved ones with pigs’ knuckles, I
can safely make you the following
proposition: If you believe in my
Mumbo-Jumbo you will be rewarded
with the much-sought pigs’ knuckles,

and thereby get what’s coming to you.
If you don’t belicve, you kick off and
don’t stand a chance at the Mumbo-
Jumbo commissary. Why take such
a risk? You haven’t anything to lose!
Join up now for the glory of the
God of Mumbo-Jumbo and his blessed
pigs’ knuckles. The believer has the
ingide track if he hit on the right
God, and if he didn’t, well, it’s just
too bad, but he’s no worse off than
you, you poor Atheist.”

When the notion is put in the terms
of burlesque, one sees how insane the
whole silly business veally is.

Another point to bear in mind is
this: The “Safety-First” argument
is based on the assumption that mat-
ters of religion are really harmless,
and if you accept them without de-
bate or doubt you hurt no one and,
at the same time, put yourself in line
for a nice, fat reward from God—
perhaps an eternal life of bliss, with
plenty of women and song (if you're
a Mohammedan), or an eternity of
harp-playing (if you’re a Christian).

But religion isn’t as simple a mat-
ter as that, We must remember that
religion it more than a few silly,
childish superstitions. It’s a big busi-
ness—a racket—with billions of dol-
lars of investment, and, in this coun- -
Lry alone, an army of 200,000 priests,
preachers and rabbis out to get you
to believe their idiocies in order to
keep their racket going as a profit-
able concern. If the audience being
appealed to shows signs of intelli-
gence, these ecclesiastical Al Capones
lift their arguments to the theisti.c
philosophers, but if the audience is
made up of the mine-run of morons,
then it’s effective to tell them to play
safe and accept God, because they
stand to lose if they guess wrong,
while if they guess right they’ve got
the merry ha-ha on the disappointed
Atheist. If religion were merely a
matter of saying yes-yes to the
preacher and letting it go at that,
there wouldn’t be anything to get het
up about. But the facts of history
and the evidence of our daily lives
show us that the matter is serious
because a great, vested interest is
built on it—an interest that must
make a fat living, help the exploiters
by keeping the masses in the chains
of ignorance, serve every reactionary
cause, oppose social and intellectual
progress, and in a thousand ways
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keep the masses at the levels of ser-
vility and infgg,iorj;y.

In a recent issue you criticize Roose-
_ velt for attempting to patch up the
capitalistic system. Would it be pos-
sible to patch up the old system rea-
sonably well by a drastic application of
income and inheritance taxes? Granting
that complete Socialism or extensive
government ownership of industry wou'd
be better than patching the old system,
do you believe that any appreciable per-
centage of the American people desire
Socialism or are ready for Socialism?

Do you not think that a very large
majority of the American people would
like to see established an economic sys-
tem that would work, and continue to
work, with as little change from the old
system as possible?

It would be an excellent reform to
hike income and inheritance taxes,
but such increases would merely mean
that the rich would be made to bear
a greater portion of the expense of
government. It wouldn’t in any way
alter the capitalistic principle of pri-
vate ownership of large-scale indus-
tries, Capitalism, as a system of pro-
ducing and distributing wealth, is se-
cure so long as capitalists dominate
the economic scene, regardless of the
fact that they happen to make
heftier contributions to the national
or state treasuries. Socialism, instead
of patching up Capitalism, would dc
away with it, by introducing a social
system in which the workers, farm-
ers and professionals would own co-
operatively the great instruments of
wealth production, would operate them
with a view to supplying the needs
of the community, and would consid-
er use of wealth more important than
the mere making of profits by capital-
igts. Socialism, thercfore, is a revolu -
tionary philosophy, in the sense that
it would do away with private monop-
oly and institute a completely new
social order. Such a revolution need
not come necessarily through violence
—legal action, through the intelligent
exercise of npalitieal and industrial
powers, could bring about the change
in a reasonable time.

Ag for the question of whether or
not the great masses of American
people desire, or are ready, for So-
cialism, I must, in all candor, an-
swer the first half in the negative.
No, they don’t desire Socialism. If
they. did, they certainly wouldn’t be
switching from one to the other of

the old parties—from Democrat
Tweedledee to Republican Tweedledum,
and then back again. But that doesn’t
mean they will always remain in eco-
nomic ignorance. Properly approach-
ed and educated, they could desire
scientific Socialism, because that so-
cial philosophy is the only one which
is certain to destroy the evils of
Capitalism and inaugurate an econ”
omy in which those who labor will
be guaranteed work and the full so-
cial value of their labor, regardless
of race, sex or nationality. The fact
that the great majority of voters sup-
port capitalistic ideas is no argument
against Socialism-——rather is it an
argument against the stupidity of the
foolish voters. As to whether or not
the masses desire Socialism, the an
swer, of course, is that the conscious
desire isn’t there, but there is present
an unconscious, inchoate desire for
economic and social security, which
Socialism alone is able to supply, and
which they must appreciate and aim
to turn into living reality if they
are to escape from the injustices of
making a living—or what passes for
@ living—under Capitalism.

I rather fancy the masses would
like to see the least possible change
in the social order, if they thought
they could get jobs, wages, purchas-
ing power and social security under.
the present system. It’s a human trait
to dread change. The old always
looks so inviting, if it can be main-
tained. But when the old is really
in decay and can’t produce and dis-
tribute the things the masses want
—that is to say, in quantities fitting
a civilized people—they must, of ne-
cessity, give thought to a soeial phil-
osophy which aims at revolutiomary
tranformations in order to achieve
scientifically what the masses seek
only blindly, with feeble, groping
steps in wrong directions,

You can alter the old system for
century after century, and in the
end i1l still be Capitalism, if you
tolerate private ownership of the
machinery of production, distribu-
tion and exchange. There’s nothing
to prevent us from building a Chinese
Wall about our economic life and
settling down %o centuries of bondage,
exploitation, poverty, unemployment
and chronic insufficiency in an en-
vironment where plenty could be had
once the people decided to tackle the
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problem seriously and earnestly.

We must make our own choice in
the matter, but this doesn’t mean the
whole world will rest content with a
patched up Capitalism. About 170,
000,000 in Russia are rapidly build-
ing a system that is headed in the
direction of Socialism. Another dec-
ade or two may see the entire coun
try—and what a vast land it is!—
socialized, with the workers owning
and operating democratically a vast
industrial system, a gigantic agricul-
tural machine, and all the other ave-
nues of mass activity, including great
forward steps in the arts, culture,
science and education, If we toler-
ate our own Chinese Wall, we may
see ourselves put out of the picture
as a great nation. We can, if we
permit it, become second rate, third
rate, and then positively backward
when compared to a mnew, vigorous,
acfive energetic civilization which is
marching towards economic plenty
and security. Do we want to be put
into such a hole? I hope not. I'm
optimistic enough to believe that we
will, in our time, get wise to our-
selves and set about building a civil-
ization that will produce everything
every person has reasonable need of,
without having to pay homage to capi-

talists.

L I S S
Did the AAA do the peanut growers
any real good?

Before AAA, the growers—there
are 90,000 of them in the South—re-
ceived 1%c per pound, which meant
disaster. In December, 1935, after
AAA tinkered with the lowly goobers,

the price to the grower was 33a¢ per

pound, which is a slight improvement,
but a long way from the 6.2 cents
parity price which it’s elaimed grow-
ers must have if they are to make a
decent living. Late in 1934, peanuts
retailed at 10¢ per pound; in Decem-
ber, 1935, they were bringing 30 cents
per pound, a hike of 20c. As the
farmers received an increase of less
than 2¢, it’s obvious that the AAA is
giving profitable boosts to interests
unrelated to the 'growers.

I'm very fond of peanuts—they’re
beans, not nuts—but have trouble
getting them freshly roasted. Peanuts
grow stale rapidly after roasting—
perhaps in a day—so the chances are
we consumers can’t get the fresh
article when we’re in the mood for

some delicious monkey food. There’s
nothing flatter than a stale peanut,
as any good goober fan will tell you.
The only way to make sure is to taste
a sample before buying. If they’re
right fresh you’re in for good eating.
1 care only for peanuts in the shell.
The kinds you buy in cellophane, al-
ready hulled, or in penny machines,
are crimes against humanity, They're
loaded up with too much salt, to keep
them from spoiling, Besides, hulling
them weeks before they’re to be eat-
en plays hell with the taste.

Peanut production for 1985 was
estimated at 1,280,000,000 pounds, An
acre of land will produce a crop of
about 750 pounds, which is consider-
ably higher than the yields of pre-
vious years, the production per acre
in the years 1923.32 being 707 pounds.
The 1935 crop, which included hay
after the peanuts were threshed, re-
quired about 1,800,000 acres.

The peanut originated in Brazil,
from which country it was taken to
Africa. The peanut vine was moved
to our South by slave-traders. It
made slow headway until the Civil
War, when its popularity grew be-
cause the Northern soldiers develop-
ed a taste for peanuts and demanded
them when they returned home after
the war. Today, the American crop is
only 10 percent of the whole, 70 per-
cent coming from Asia and 20 peércent
from Africa.

Peanuts are used for many pur-
poses besides the sacred one of being
scooted down our gullets. A great
deal of the peanut crop remains on
the farm, where it’s used as fodder
for live-stock. Its oil goes into oleo-
margarine, shortening, salad oil,
candles, and soap. Peanut oil was -
once used as a lubricant on South-
ern locomotives. The Chinese still use
peanut oil in lamps.

Peanuts are most popular at ball
games. Some authorities claim this
is because of the time of the day—
afternoon—when men want sonie-
thing to stave off the pangs of hun-
ger before settling down to the eve-
ning meal. Onc peanut impersario
figured that pop should be sold at the
same time because peanuts arouse
thirst, but he found, to his dismay,
that the customers didn’t like to tilt
back their heads to drink the stuff,
because doing that took their eyes
off the game. Son, the gening hit on
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the idea of putting straws into the
hottle, with profitable results.

As for peanut butter, I don’t fancy
it, because I can’t work up enough
saliva to handle the smear after the
gecond or third bite. The article
tastes good, 1 admit, but it sticks to
the roof of my mouth. So I have no
traffic with it any more, prefer-
ring to remain loyal to the friendly,
humble, unassuming, democratic pea-
nut. At that, the national consump-
tion of pcanut butter is more than
125,000,000 pounds per year, mostly
produced by small, local industry, be-
cause of the ease with which peanut
butter may be made. You merely
grind the nut, add a little salt—and
there’s your peanut butter.

The most famous peanut-vender in
the world has his stand near the
White House. This dealer—a Greek
—was slated to go when the police
decided he was a traffic menace, but
Mrs. Roosevelt used her influence
with the President, who saved the
man’s business. His stand is patron-
ized by national and world celebrities,
including, in the past, Cal Coolidge,
Lord ’erbert ’oover and others.

The peanut is without elass or
swank—it belongs to the humbler
things of life—but it belongs, and
will remain becaunse people will over
appreciate this tasty, stimulating,
energy-creating, nourishing bean. No
bard hag written poetry to its beauty,
but that’s the fault of the bards, not
the peanut. Poets palaver about
orchids and neglect the modest, ever-
present, friendly, worldly. inexpen-
sive, wholesome goober. “Fresh
roasted peanuts’—that’s the sign
that always brings me up with a
start. And if they’re really fresh and
well-roasted—not too dry, of course
—I1 ‘gobble them up with quick, ner-
vous gestures. Hail, thou poor, lowly
peanut! ‘

The trouble with the peanut’s sta-
tus is its bad name. “Give a dog a
bad name,” can be changed tg “Give
a peanut a bad name.” The peanut
has become a synonym for smallness
—“peanut politicians,” “peanut
 brained,” “couldn’t run a peanut
stand,” etc. The peanut doesn’t need
its face lifted, but it needs a better
reputation, Its. name should be
changed. But to what? “Goober” 1is
worse. A great industry will ereet
a monument to the genius who ean

succeed in giving the peanut a name
that will ring with sex appeal and
style. But there’s no savior in sight.
The peanut plodsg its slow, weary
way, unsung and without honor. But
wherever there is joy—carnivals,
circuses, parades, ball games and cele.
brations—there you’ll find the peanut.
Tt is the lowly orphan of joy, which
adds happiness to the world without
adding to its own glory,
de g %

“Your American Freeman is unlque
—and quite fascinatingly interesting.
It is a surprise to me that in these
days of horrible journalism, written by
knaves for fools, here is a sane jour-
nal, crowded with genuine information,
scholarly yet easy to read, accurate in
its big stores of knowledge—and neith-
cr out of date nor oul of tvuch with
the wisdom of past ages. Ypu are doing
something both great and novel—not
for the first time in your history. I
wish your vemtures, all of them, a real
success. You may depend on my hearti-
est good-will.” — George Bedhorough,
London, England. (The writer of the
above is the well-known British lec-
turer and writ;r.)

How efficient is an automobile engine?

Only 8 percent. The engine’s cool-
ing system alone uses up 40 percent
of the power. Engineers claim that
gasoline will be more eofficiont when
it’s turned into a gas instead of a
vapor. But this'is a problem that
hasn’t even'bs‘gunx‘to ge solved.

Being a teacher, T was surprised by
your description of President Branden-
burg as a “pompous ass,” because I have
read numercus ariicles on educational
subjects, in learned school magazines,
from the pen of this educator. Pleasge
comment.

The President of Pittsburg Teach~
ers College, Pittsburg, Kansas, being
only one step from illiteracy, could
never write an article for a “learned
school magazine” even if his life de-
pended on it. But, ag articles do ap-
pear, bearing his name, the matter
deserves a note of explanation, It
happens that Brandenburg, who wants
to pose as a “learned educator,” em-
ployvs a ghost writer to pen hig ar-
ticles. This busted writer getg from
$15 to $25 per article, and uses the
money to keep himself alive, the
royalties from his books being rather
meager because of the depression. It
is amusing to note that Brandenburg
has a few lines in Wheo’s Who (mere-
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1y because of hig official position, of
course), while his ghost writer takes
up perhaps three times as much

space (because of hig personal
achievements in  literature, of
course). Things are so constituted

that the “pompous ass” has the great
reputation in the community, while
hia ghost writer, who turns out learn-
ed papers at about 50 cents per page
of manuseript, is hardly known in his
own neighborhood. :
E2

In the November, 1935, Freeman you
say that our banking system is headed
for another crash. But if the statement
is true that the government backs all
money of depositors up to $50,000 in
a National or Federal Reserve Bank,
why should the banks be headed for
another crash?

The deposit insurance is for amounts
up to $5,000, not $50,000. The U. S.
Treasury doesn’t guarantee one pen-
ny of deposits. If you will read the
law carefully you will find that all
the federal government did was to
set up machinery (without finanecial
responsibility on the government’s
part) to have the banks protect the
deposits of one another. The banks
which belong to this so-called insur-
ance scheme are assessed so much
each year, out of which losses, if any,
will be paid.

Thus, if a bank in a small Mis-
souri town fails for $300,000,
the fund will be drawn on for that
amount, if none of the deposits are
in excess of $5,000. If the bankers’
fund, under governmental adminis-
tration, has enongh money to wvay
loses, well and good. But if there
should be a panic and a tremendous
run on the banks, ag in Mareh, 1933,
the fund would soon be exhausted,
and then it would be up to the banks
to decide whether they wanted to put
more money into the fund or quit.
If they decided to pour more money
into the organization, it’s quite con-
ceivable that the solvent banks would
fall with thc insolvent ones. If they
decided to withdraw, the busted banks
would fail and the public would have
to stand the loss.

In such a situation, with the public
confused ag to its degree of protec-
tion, it stands to reason that the run
would be worse than ever, once the
facts became known regarding the
insufficient support available for de-
positors’ insurance. TUncle' Sam

wouldn’t dare give all deposits under
$5,000 a blanket insurance, becausge
that, . during another bank crisis,
could result not only in the destrue-
tion of the banking system but in the
bankruptey of the government itself.

For the present, the banks are
feeding themselves enormous profits
through service charges, which, in
fact, make it almost unnecessary
for a certain number of banks to
ever bother with legitimate loans.
By charging a fee on each deposit
slip, deposited check, or check against
the account, the bank is in a position
to gather in immense funds from de-
positors, especially the smaller ac-
counts. When these facts really reg-
ister it’s safe to assume the public
will want to do as little business as
possible with the banks, preferring
to put its money in the safe and
sound postal saving banks, paying lo-
eal bills with eash and nusing postal
money orders for the settlement of
out-of-town accounts.

One reader scolded me for suggest-
ing that he remit by postal money
order instead of check. His point
wag that he found it necessary to
stand in line at his local postoffice
the last time he was there to do busi-
ness. Of course, if he had said a
word to the postmaster, or assistant
postmaster, he would have seen this
condition quickly remedied, for I've
found the employes of the postoftice
department always more than anx-
ious to give the public quick, compe-
tent and courteous service, If a clerk
who writes money orders is over-
worked, he should be supported,
through friendly complaints to the
higher-ups, so that another clerk may
be ingtallad to help. him handle the
volume of business, This sort of
business . ig highly profitable to the
department and every effort is made
to encourage it. At the same time,
I want to mention the fact that I
have, on numerous occasions, stood
in line at a bank window, from five
to 10 minutes at a time, and here I'm
sure a complaint would have fallen
on deaf ears.

One reader calls my attention to
the fact that if he were to pay 6¢
for a postal money order he would
be worse off than at his local bank,
where he pays only 3c for the privi-
lege of writing a check against his
account. My reader fails to take into
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consideration several important facts.
First, he had to pay 3¢ on his de-
posit slip in order to get his deposit
accepted by the bank, If he deposit-
ed checks, the bank charged him on
each item, which added to the ex-
pense. Then there was a monthly
maintenance charge of 40c or 50c.
Finally, my ecritical reader should
remember that the person to whom
he is sending his check is also re-
guired to pay a service fee on each
eposit slip and must, in addition,
pay a collection fee on the check it-
self, Thus, when we figure all the
ramifications of the banking service
charges we find that the postal money
order is, by far, the Lest, the cheap-
est, and the most efficient method of
doing business by mail. Tn addition
to saving all the service charges I've
listed, the person who uses a postal
money ovder also enables the concern
to which he is remilling to get ifs
money in 1ull, thereby makiug it un-
necessary fer the sender to add an
exchange fee to his remittance. Yes,
the facts strongly support my con-
tention that it's wiser to dc business
by ecash or postal money orders, when-
ever poasible.

B %
"What is the present size of the Rus-
sian army?

In my Jast report on thls point, for
1935, I showed that the Soviet Union
had 940,000 men under arms. Now,
in 1936, according to a statement
made by Marshall Mikhail Tukha-
chevsky, Assistant Commissar for
Diefense, before the central execu-
tive commillee of the Soviet Union,
on January 15, 1936, the army num-
bers 1,300,000 men. This immense
force—the largest standing army in
the world—is considered absolutely
essential because of the aggressive
designs of Germany and Japan.

In former years the Red Army
was built on a territorial basis, which
means that the bulk of it—74 percent
—wag trained in home sections, leav-
ing only 26 percent for training at
strategic points in the West and East.
This condition has been reversed, so
that now only 28 percent are in their
home territories, the balance—T77 per-
cent—Dbeing close to points that might
be attacked by Hitler and the Mikado.

To prove how the Russians are
training officers, the same authority
reported that the country now sup-
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ports 13 military academies, contain-
ing 16,000 students, This is in ad-
dition to six civilian academies where
military  engineers - receive their
training. ‘

The pay for soldiers of ordinary
rank will be increased 57 percent for
the present year.

When German Fascism and Japa-
nese militarism decide to iniliate
their mutually-agreed plan, they will
find themselveg barred by a solid wall
of steel. The Russian army’s purpose
is purely defensive, and even the most
unfriendly elements agree that it is
able, and willing, to give a good ac-
count of itself when any attempt is
made to take by force a single square
inech of Soviet territory.

During 1935, the Japanese built
745 miles of railroad in Manchuria,
all leading towards important points
in Fast Siberia. Every action taken
by prospcctive military enemies of the
Union is being watched, but no move
will be made until the Germans and
Japanese actually attempt overt
acts. Russia isn’t looking for trouble,
but it’s ready for anything that might
arise.

L
You write about Mussolini’s great prob-
lems of supply in his Ethiopian cam-
paign. Have you any facts on this
point?

Counting Italian and native troops
and laborers, there are about 400,000
men on duty in the war on Ethiopia.
This means that Mussolini must ship
in daily about 2,800 tons of food, and,
when there is military activity, at
least 4,000 tons of ammunition, daily.
Food and ammunition alone demand
daily services from 7,000 trucks. In
addition, there is the element of
bringing the supplies from Ttaly and
equally distant places—perhaps an
average of 2,000 miles. A vast fleet
of ships must be kept constantly at
work keeping the forces supplied.
When we realize that Italian sources
admit that the campaign wi'l really
get. under way only next winter, we
begin to understand what an awful
chunk Mussolini hag bitten off. He
has practically nothing to show for
all his efforts, expense and vast man-
power employed in East Africa. The
thing begins to look like another
Napoleonic exeursion into unfriendly,
snow-covered Russia, in which almost
500,000 were engaged, but of whom
less than 1,000 later appeared for
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parade in Paris. The great Mussolini
refused to listen to his own military
advisers, as Napoleon likewise re-

fused to do more than a century ago U

when he was shown what it would
mean to attempt to march into vast,
frozen Russia, No wonder Mussolini
is frightened over the mutterings of
the civilians at home and the mu-
tinies of his conseripts who don’t
want to be shipped down to East
Africa. In one breath we are told
that Italy is %solidly behind its dic-
tator, but in the next we learn, from
official sources, that the people of all
Italy were called together at num-
erous meeting-places and made to lis-
ten to a written speech of Mussolini,
in which he promised the people that
he would meet opposition with\the
sternest measgyes.

*
What is Russia’s total 1936 budeet?
Commissar of Finance Grinko, on
January 14, 1936, announced it would
be 78,500,000,000 rubles, which in our
money is abmg, $}Z‘5’70*2’000’000.

As a great number of meteors fall on
the earth every day, at what rate is
the world increasing in size?

Dr. C. C. Wylie, of the University
of Iowa, claims that 300,000 meteors,
large enough to give off light cqual to
a first-magnitude star, fall daily.
Smaller meteors, that throw less light
but are visible to the eye, rain down
at the rate of 24,000,000 per day.
There are still smaller ones, observ-
able only with the telescope, which
pour down at the rate of many mil-
lions daily. From this, one would ima.
gine that the earth was being ex-
panded constantly at a rapid rate
but the same authority estimates,
figuring the meteors that dropped on
the surface of the earth during the
entire lifetime of the globe, that they
added a layer to the earth of only one
inch in depth.

L3 LS
One frequently hears the expression
that the Supreme Court is made up of
“nine old men.” What are the facts?

Statisticians connected with the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company
have studied the records and report
that the average age of the 76 men,
who have sat on the bench in the 146
years of the existence of the Supreme
Court, is 71.4 years, at the time of
death. Before the Civil War, the
average age at the time of appoint-

ment was 48.9 years, but sinece then
the age’ has i;cre;s‘ed*to 55.8 years.

HowS ;nany policemen are there in the
The last report, for 1930, shows
131,687, as against 82,120 in 1920,
an increase of 60 percent. This means
that the list of policemen grew four
times faster than the growth in popu-
lation. "

L

Whati is Russia’s 1936 military budget?

Premier Molotoff, in a speech on
January 12, 1936, before the central
executive committee of the Soviet
Union, meeting in the Kremlin Pal-
ace, urged that the nation’s military
expenditures for 1936 be increased
over those of 1985. During 1985,
Russia spent 8,000,000,000 rubles,
though the original budget had called
for 6,500,000,000 rubles, in itself the
largest military expenditure in the
world. For 1936, it was suggested,
and accepted on January 14, with
shouts of approval, that the military
budget be increased to the gigantie
amount of 14,800,000,000 rubles.
(Baged on the new rate of exchange,
this is about $3,108,000,000.) This,
it is felt, is necessary because of the
planned aggression of Japan and Ger-
many. If left to its own devices, Rus-
sia  would disarm, turning the vast
financial resources and man-power
into constructive industries. But the
cold facts don’t permit such a poliey.
As a matter of  self-preservation—
and nothing but that—Russia is
forced to become the world’s greatest
spender on its military establish-
ments.

Russia has no designs on any na-
tion’s territory, but will defend to
the last man its own land, regardless
of cost.

e o o

How do you account for the sudden
decline of French Fascism?

During the second half of 1985,
French Fascism seemed ready to as-
sume menacing proportions, with the
not remote possibility of the quiek,
violent destruction of Parliament, de-
mocracy, free instltutions, and eivil
rights. But at this writing—in mid-
January—the clouds seem to have
been carried away. French Fascism is
perhaps permanently disabled. Why?

There are several answers. First,
of course, is the innate realism of the
French people. I'renchmen, instead of
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being emotionally unstable and vola-
tile, are keen logicians and great ad-
mirerg of cold facts. French realistic
thinking was struck by the lesson of
Fascism in action in Central Europe.
Mussolini, Hitler and the lesser dic~
tators in Austria and Poland, gave
the world a lesson in the value of de-
’ mocracy. The French saw that Fase-
ism in action means preparations for
war, aggression, persecution, tyran-
ny, blackmail, and economic ruin. If
that’s what Fascism would mean n
Ffrance, then they would have none
of it.

Also, there was the element of great
alertness among the Leftists. They
were eternally vigilant. They made
clear any attempt at a Fascist coup
would mean civil war. The Left cle-
ments worked together to ward off
Fascism—and it now seems as though
they have saved France, perhaps for
a long time. French radieals; liber-
tarians, democrats and republicans
have Mussolini and Hitler to thank
for this. The two madmen of Europe
served well as instructors, though
their intention, of course, was to do
whatever they could to spread the
poison of Pascism to France, and then
to the rest of the world.

L T
Wasn’t vaccination abandoned in Eng-
land during the World War because
after a trial the authorities became con-
vinced of its harmfuiness to their
goldiers?

There isn’t a word of truth in the
statement that England didn’t prac-
tice vaccination during the World
War., Every civilized country in the
world recognizes the scientific wvalue
of wvaceination,

How many Americans are incurably in-
sane?

700,000.

o+
Is there any truth in the claim of cer-
tain historians that racial reasong are
provocative of war more than economic
reasons?

The least knowledge of hislory
ought to dispel such a baseless no-
tion. Wars are fought mainly for
economie reasons—Iland, trade, booty,
privileges, concessions, and the like.
As for racial antagonism being the
main cause of war, look at the map
today. The yellow men of Japan are
subjugating the yellow men of China.
The overwhelming majority of the
soldiers who are doing Mussolini’s

fighting in East Africa are black
natives. Great Britain and the
United States fought two wars. Our
own North and South fought for four
years—white men against white.
Germany fought France. England
fought France, as an ally of Prussia,
but later joined France as an ally
against Germany. Russia and Turkey
had a war. The Thirty Years' War
was between white men., If the wars
between nations of the same race
were removed from the pages of his-
tory, about 95 percent of the records
of armed conflict would be erased.
No, man isn’t divided on racial lines
as much as -certain superficial his-
torians would have ug believe. But
when we come to the economiec mo-
tives we anccount for perhaps 99 per-
cent of history’s wars.
g R

Why do you write of the Civil War?
It was a War between the States.

I still insist on calling it the Civil
War. The Southern States, associated
in the Confederacy, didn’t declare war
on a group of northern States. It was
a war against the Federal govern-
ment because of the decision to secede
from the Union. That makes it Civil
War with me,

% o+

Can you explain why Mussolini insisted
on keeping his minister to Ethiopia at
Addis Ababa as long asg possible?

Mussolini had the pretty notion that
it would take his mechanized armies
only four months to reach Addis
Ababa. He therefore instructed his
minister to remain at hig post until
the soldiery arrived, in order to he on
hand to negotiate a quick peace, This
all goes to show -what a shrewd and
realistic thinker Mussolini is!

Instead of marching righl on to vic-
tory, his troops have been treated
like s0 many monkeys, and by mis-
erably-supplied, black FEthiopians!
The armies of Haile Salassie permit-
ted Mussolini to enter the country,
knowing that the terrain at certain
places would make Italian vietor'es
impossible.

History now proves that Haile Se-
lassie was right and Mussolini was
wrong. The war hag been going on for
four months and Mussolini has prac-~
tically nothing to show for all his
wasted millions—less than omne-half
of one percent of Hthiopian soil has
been invaded, and there are strong
possibilities that even this slight hold
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may be broken. At any rate, Musso-
lini can’t win a decisive victory and
he is faced by the return of the rainy
season, which will compel complete
cessation of operations because of im-
mobility. )

The Ethiopians, however, will be
able to continue with a certain vol-
ume of guerilla maneuvers. And Mus-
solini will have to continue shipping
vast, and expensive, stores of supplies
to 400,000 men in a corner of the
Dark Continent that isn’t worth a
day’s fighting. ‘

This reminds me of the standing
motto on the front page of Rome’s
largest newspaper, which vreads:
“Mussolini ig always right!” Always
right? The record shows that he al-
ways has been wrong—so wrong that
his regime is endangered, hig finances
are exhausted, economic bankruptey
faces the nation, the tourist trade is
dead, raw materials can’t be import-
ed for Italian industries because of
the lack of foreign exchange, world
opinion is anti-Fascist, the Ethiopian
nut is too hard to crack, sanctions are
wearing down Italian resources, me-
chanized legions are of slight value
in mountainous Ethiopia, Fascist
bombers spend thousands of dollars
worth of bombs to destroy property
worth perhaps a few hundred dol-
lars, Italian soldiers have resisted
Mussolini’s orders to proceed to East
Africa, 80 large Italian hotels went
into bankruptey in a single week be-
cauge of the stupid destruction of the
tourist trade, the cost of living is
rising, gasoline costs about $1.25 per
gallon, meat is beyond the purse of
the average citizen. Yes, Mussolini
is always right!

As D’ve said before, all we necd do,
in order to turn the United States
into a paradise, is to obey the in-
junction of our mnear-Fascists and
join in the chorus: “What this coun-
try needs is a Mussolinil”

L S

How many questions may a reader ask
and still be answered in The Freeman?

There’s no limit to the number of
questions a reader may ask. It’s
quite common for me to receive let-
ters containing a dozen, or even more,
questions, I'm limited only by the
space at my command—about 27 col-
umns of type each month. I figure I
receive upwards of 500 questions
monthly, from which I select about

125. The criterion here is whether
the subject is of general interest. I
estimate it would take about 12 pages
to permit me to answer all questions
received at my desk. Many readers
are patient and understanding when
their particular questions are left un-
answered, while otherg get huffy and
order their subscriptions stopped.
‘When a reader expects a personal an-
swer he sends me a dollar to cover
the time it takes me to answer the
item. If I'm wunable to answer the
question I send the correspondent a
refund in the form of trade coupons,
which are good for anything publish-
ed by this institution.
L

I have read your attack in the March
Freeman upon Dr., Townsend and Mr.
Clements, and I wish to say that 1
think it very unjust and ill-considered.

My criticisms aimed at these two.
worthies were fair and reagonable, I
said, in so many words, that the fed-
eral government should investigate
this racket, in order to let the publie
know what is being done with the
hundreds of thousands of dollars now
being collected from millions of duped
aged men and women who can ill af-
ford to be imposed on.

As the Townsend movement ig ac-
tive in federal elections in two or
more states, it comes nnder the jur-
isdiction of the. Federal Corrupt
Practices Law, under which such an
organization must file regularly with
the Clerk of the House a statement
covering all receipts and expenditures.
Thus far, Dr. Townsend and his side-
kicker Clements have failed to make
such reports. Of course, if the fed-
eral authorities were to demand com-
pliance, they would obey or stand
prosecution. The information would
be invaluable, and, I'm sure, would
demonstrate completely the truth of
my charge that the Townsend move-
ment is nothing more than a get-rich-
quick scheme put over by two con-
geienceless racketeers.

My severe criticiems of the Town-
send movement have offended many
of my readers, but I dare not let such
a reaction deter me from continuving
my complainbs, when I'm positive they
are based on valid objections. Many
readers have ordered their subserip-
tions canceled because of my anti-
Townsend articles, and while T hate to
lose even a single reader I can only
say that such actions never cause me
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to waver for a single instant. If I
think I'm right, I go ahead with my
discussion, regardless of conse-
quences.

One indignant reader grants that
the official organ of the Townsend
movement is the private property of
Townsend and Clements, and that
the new publication is coining money
for its promoters, but he insists that
“if the ownership, by two men, of a
newspaper like the Townsend Weekly
can make them so enormously wealthy
in five or six months, what must be
the wealth of the one man who owns
the Haldeman-Julius Publications?”

The answer is indeed very simple.
Townsend and his fellow-racketeer
are posing as high-minded, uncom-
mercial, public-minded leaders of a
non-profil vrganization, They are pre-
tending that everything they do is for
the good of humanity, when the facts
show clearly that they are out to
clean up the cash as fast as the suck-
ers part with it.

Ag for my own publishing plant, it
is frankly and honestly a private
business. I never suggested it was
anything else. I am in the business
of buyving paper at the lowest prices
the market will afford, smearing
some ink on it and then sgelling it to
those who care to pay for what I
have to offer. The enterprise iz 2
venture in the world of business, and
even if I were to make a hundred mil-
lion yearly my argument would still
be valid. It happens, however, that
my wealth has been greatly exagger-
ated. I make a fairly decent living,
and own thig large plant (elear of
debt, of course), but the money
doesn’t roll in and I have to do some
pretty tall scheming each Saturday
in order to meet the pay roll and the
bills for paper, freight, power, fuel,
taxes, interest, ink, repairs, ete.

I've never posed as a savior of
humanity. My position is clear and
simple. It happens that I'm just a
small-town printer who thinks ideas
are important. That’s all. I enjoy
publishing the kind of literature I
happen to think is important. I eould
puhlish trash, like any other commer-
cial publisher, but this wouldn’t give
me any satisfaction. So, purely as a
personal matter, I prefer to issue
what gives me genuine satisfaction,
even though I may make less than if
I were to publish the usual trash of

the producers of printed hog-wash.
At that, honesty makes me confess
that it might happen that I couldn’
even pay expenses if I followed the
lead of the publishers of the pulps or
the confession magazines, a la Mac-
fadden, so it’'s perhaps additional
proof of enlightened selfishness when
I go out of my way to issue such lit-
erary matter as I consider to be of
real value and permanent signifi-
cance. I’d rather publish one book by
a Joseph McCabe than a thousand
tomes by a Harold Bell Wright,
though the latter might produce a
greater volume of profits. But on this
point I should hasten to assure my
readers that it’s more than likely
that I’d make a flop of Harold Bell
Wright, while in the work of issuing
the scores of books written for me by
Joseph McCabe, I am still to lose a
dollar on him, though many publish-
ers consider me eccentric in standing
by a writer who insistg on retaining
his “unpopular” views on questions
of science, phgosnghy 2nd religion.

What is your opinion of the reproduc-
tion of the Parthenon at Nashville,
Tenn.? ;

I saw this magnificent, beautiful,
stately, exquisite masterpiece in Nash-
ville some years ago, while on a lec-
ture tour. I'll never forget the thrill-
ing experience. My host was driving
me for a view of the city, telling me
nothing about the replica towards
which he was headed. If T ever knew
Nashville had such a structure, the
thing entirely escaped my mind, so
you can imagine the shock I enjoyed
when the motor car stopped and I
wag asked to look at this architectur-
al jewel. I stood there for hours, en-
joying the sight from every possible
angle. If I'm ever near Nashville
I'll visit the Parthenon again, for
there are many features I want to
study more czgefully.

L
!s Marion Davies the lawful Mrs. Hearst
in whose name milk funds are raised in
New York City, or is there another real

Mrs. Hearst?

There is a real Mrs, Heanst, who
plays with the milk fund charity in
the East, while the famous movie star,
Marion Davies, shows her charms
before the camera and between
days keeps Mr. Hearst amused. I
wouldn’t let such a matter be brought
up in print, except for the fact that
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I hate a hypocrite. Recently, Mr.
Hcorst took the leadership in the
fight for “moral movies,” “decency,”
and similar clap-trap. He posed as
a protector of morality and delivered
many blows at his enemies because of
their “immorality.” And all along he
was living openly with Miss Davies.
That was a private matter so long
as he kept his mouth shut about other
people, but when he used his 27 news-
papers to smite others less “pure”
than a saint, he laid himself open to
the charge of hypocrisy and thereby
made it fair for anyone to refer to
his own bed-room sports. I certain-
ly am no puritan. If Mr. Hearst
wants to take on a harem, that’s his
business. But when he does these
things at the very time he is con-
ducting a morality crusade I get sick
at the stomac};‘.

*
What do you think of the growing len-
dency toward straw-polls?

An ordinary polling of a group of
citizens is all right, but it seems to
me that national polls, along the lines
of those operated by the Literary Di-
gest, at critical times in history, can
e used as a means of misleading the
people and making them follow the
lead of demagogues and the privi-
leged elementg in the world of high
finance, industry, politics, ete. Thus
far, so it seems to me, these straw-
votes have been fair, but there’s al-
ways the possibility that in a time
of crisis such polls can be used by
clever propagandists out to put over
their particular schemes. Under such
cireumstances, a frudulent straw-vote,
along national lines, might be the
means of turning ;m election.

Why haven’t you continued your inter-
esting discussions of Upton Sinclair’s
Epic?

I had my say, and when I figured
I had just about covered the subject
(to my own satisfaction, of course)
1 turned to other topics. Meanwhile, I
notice that Sinclair’s movement, 1s
just about ag dead as Huey Long.
These economic cure-alls sweep the
country like a prarie fire, and the fin-
ish is usually quicker than the be-
ginning. Sinclair’s Epic has been
formally kicked out by the official
Democratic party of California, Sin-
clair has resigned, and it looks as
though the storm has passed. Fat}}er
Coughlin bumped himself off (politi-

cally) just about the same time.
Right now the thing-of the-hour is
Townsendism, but that also will blow
up between days. Meanwhile, Dr.
Townsend and his fellow-racketeer,
Clements, are cleaning up the kale,
which is more than one would even
hint about Upton Sineclair. The great
Tpton was sinéere and uncommercial
about his movement.

o
It is claimed by Hitlerites and anti-
Semitic propagandists in our own coun-
try that Jews are naturally dishonest
and therefore given to crime. What are
the facts?

I have treated this subject several
times in the past, showing the utter
emptiness of this so-called argument,
but as I have some new data I prefer
to deal with the matter again, ’

Dr. H. S. Linfield, director of @
statistical bureau, reported on Jan-
uary 26, 1936, that surveys, for the
yvear ending June 30, 1935, showed
the proportion of Jewish criminals
was much lower than their proportion
to the population.

During the period studied by Dr.
Linfield (the year closing June 30,
1935) 57,901 individuals were convict-
ed and sent to prisons in New York
State. Of these, 2,065 were Jews, or
5.1 percent. Fifteen percent of New
York State’s population are Jews.

In New York City, 89,076 persons
were sent to prisons belonging to the
city, of whom 17,302 were Jews.
Thirty percent of the population of
New York City is Jewish.

In New York State there were
2,045 persons convieted of grave of-
fenses, of whom 197 were Jews, or
9.6 percent.

L

Just off the press! The complete text
of the debate om Socialism or Commun-
ism, between Norman Thomas and Earl
Browder. This debate attracted 20,000
persons to Madison Square Garden and
caused an immense volume of comment
and discussion. You can get a FREE
copy of this Thaoamas-Rrowder Debate by
sending $1 for a year’s subscription to
The Freeman, plus 20c for -carriage,
handling and packing. This offer applies
to new suhscriptions or renewals.

de %
Please comment on “fee-splitting” in
the medical profession.

This ancient, reprehensible practice
consists of sending a patient from Dr.
A to Dr. B for special treatment.
Dr. B, who is a specialist, charges
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the patient what he thinks he can get
—which is often too high—and when
he gets his fee he splits it with Dr.
A, who supplied the patient. The
.practice is quite common in commer-
cial enterprises, but in so ethical and
dignified a profession as medicine
the trick of fee-splitting should be
frowned on and made disgraceful.
There is a strong feeling in the pro-
fession itself against the practice,
but the evil pe*rsis‘iz.

How does it come that the right-hand
gide of a column of print always comes
out even, including proper hyphenation,
when  splitting of words is necessary?

It really is very simple. The lino-
type operator, when he finishes a line,
glances to see if it fits the full width
of the column, If the line is just right
he sends it on to be cast, but if, let
us say, the type runs short by a
quarter or a half inch, he remedies
the matter by dropping in extra
spaces between words, This, of
course, can’t be done on an ordinary
typewriter, which accounts for the
uneven right §ide.

3

What is your opinion of the seven vol-
umes on “The Bankruptcy of Christian
Supernaturalism,” by Bishop W. M.
Brown.

Bishop Brown, who was kicked out
of his office as Bishop of Arkansas in
the Episcopal Church, is an Atheist
and a Communist. The books men-
tioned are of real value to students
of religious phenomena. As for the
accuracy of his data, documents, ref-
erences, etc., I understand their
scholarship is sound and constructive,
the author having drawn on the ex-
pert. services of Joseph McCabe in
checking his authorities. Readers
who are interested in the works of
Bishop Brown can reach him at
Galion, Ohio.

L S

I'm interested in radio and expect to
go to a radio school. I would like to
know where I could get the best prac-
tical training for the least considera-
tion?

The best schools are those run by
the public, State or City. As you live
in Pennsylvania, I suggest that you
make inquiries in Philadelphia or
Pittsburgh, where you will have no
difficulty in finding a public-support-
ed institution that will give you the
instruction you seek at practically no
cost. The commercially-run institu-

tions are expensive and inefficient.

The man who asked the ahove ques-
tion is a coal-miner, 24 years of age,
and has had one year of high-school.
As hig interest is in the practical side
of radio, his preliminary education
is quite sufficient to see him through.
Of course, if he intended to go into
questions of physics, mathematics,
ete.,, he would have to submit to in-
tensive preliminary work before tak-
ing the course he seeks at one of the
higher institutions. )

If this reader is unable to go to
one of the cities mentioned, he can, I
believe, accept at full value the prom-
ises made by the International Cor-
respondence School, at Scranton, Pa.,
one of the best-run and honest pri-
vate concerns in the country. The
prices are a little too high, but other-
wise the services are-acceptable and
helpful. The L. C. S. is really a well-
run correspondence schoul that sin-
cerely tries to be of help to its great
body of students. Of course, if it’s
possible to attend a school run by the
State, the results are sure to be bet-
ter, but in the absence of that possi-
bility I'd be willing to stand by the
I. C. S. &

How many banks are there left which
do not make service charges?

I don’t know, and have no way of
ﬁpding out. A few years ago prac-
tically the entire banking system of
the U. S. made no charge for clearing
checks, accepting deposits, etc. Now,
it seems likely, only a small minority
of our banks is still to establish the
numerous scrvice charges. It's safe
to assume that in another few years
the entire system will be operated
under what is known as ‘“metered
banking.” I'm refraining from de-
livering a lecture on what to do about
it, having written so often about the
matter in the recent past that fur-
ther harping on the topic may tire
my readers.

* *

Is it a fact that the U. S, during the
World War, sold ammunition to Ger-
many, directly or indirectly, with which
ammunition the Americans, in turn,
were killed in battle?

Practically all of the Allies made
it possible for the Central Powers to
get, munitions and supplies during the
World War, though practically none
of the deals were made without the
aid of intermediaries. Vickers, Inec.,
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of England, great munitions corpor-
ation, supplied Germany with num-
erous weapons, which in turn Kkilled
British soldiers in France and Bel-
gium, but most of these deals were
made through neutral countries like
Holland; Denmark, Sweden, Norway,
Switzerland, etec. The foreign trade
of the U. S. jumped tremendousl
during the Worfd War, and no small
part of it was the result of abnormal-
ly large orders from small neuntrals.
In that manner Germany and its al-
lieg were able to get important chem-
icals, metals, oil, food and other sup-
plies, mainly in the form of raw ma-
terials. Therefore, it’s reasonable to
say that American boys were killed
by Germans who were supplied or fed
by American :txmsrinesa x:'.rmr'.e'm-s.
¢ *

Have you a line on what may be the
policies of England’s new King?

Edward VIII has already shown
himself to be quietly anti-French and
pro-German. He will undoubtedly be
careful about expressing himself
publicly, but behind the scenes he will
most likely play the game of inter-
national politics a little in the di-
rection of Hitlerism. The idea that
British royalty hag no real influence
in politics iz a myth that ought to be
scotched. King George V usually
kept in the background, but his in-
fluence could always be detected. It
wag he who got Ramsay MacDonald
to become a traitor to Socialism and
throw his immense influence towards
the national government that was
practically suggested by the king.
Algo, there’s little doubt that it was
King George V who pulled for the
Hoare-Laval “peace” plan that would
have given most of Ethiopia to Mus-
solini. The British royal house may
not like Mussolini, but the Italian
House of Savoy feels its future may
be unsafe if Italy is defeated in East
Africa, so the British King put in an
oar for his fellow king.

Edward VIII ig inclined in the di-
rcetion of Fascism, so it’s possible
that the near future may see some
interesting developments, While there
may not be an out-and-out alliance
with  Hitler—the British  publie
wouldn’t stand for such a betrayal—
there’s little question that he will give
aid and comfort to the beasts who
are tyrannizing the German people.
Edward VIII pretends, aceording to
reports from the inside, that he is

against Hitler and for the German
people, but this ig the merest ecamon-
flage. The German people are not vo-
cal—the expression of unofficial opin-
ion is a crime—so when Edward VIII
helps Hitler under the cloak of show-
ing friendship for the German people
he is fooling no one, British interna-
tional policies will bear the clogest
watching now that this young, alert,
vigorous king ig on the throne. It’s
my own notion that his greatest ef-
forts will be expended in the direc-
tion of militarism, imperialism and
Fascism.
s B

1 have received literature from the Na-

tional Protective Insurance Company, of
Kansas City, Mo. Please answer if it
is safe to take out one of their health
policies? ‘

I’'ve heard from several sources
that this company is reliable and lives
up to its contx;zcts.

Is it true that Russia’s railroad system
is worse today. than it was before the
World War?

You've been reading Isaac Don Le-
vine, that professional anti-Soviet -
poison-peddler for Hearst’s rotten
newspapers. The best answer to your
question is to quote briefly from the
Wall Street Journal, January 18,
1936, as follows:

(The railroads of the Soviet
Union are showing) “an activity
and efficiency which are beginning
to attract attention not only inside
but also outside the country.”

The same correspondent——mark you,
for the official voice of Wall Street—
adds that since 1929 freight move-
ments dropped in England 22 per-
cent; in France, 39 percent; in the
U. S.. 43 percent. In the Soviet Union,
they increased 100 percent, It's al-
ways best to counter the Levine gen-
eralizations with facts. They have a
way of puncturing wind-bags,

L S

Wh‘(’) is your favorite orchestra condue-
tor?

I pul al the lop Arluro Toscanini,
a genius who is ever sublime., I'm
reminded of the words of Puecini,
himself a great admirer of Toscanini:

“He [Toscanini] conducts the
work not just as the written score
directs but as the composer imag-
ined it.”

The great Toscanini is a world-
artist who scorns mere lines of na- -
tionalism. He not only does brilliant
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and noble things with Italian musie,
but reaches out and embraces the
music of all countries that have been
fortunate enough to make creative
contributions to this beautiful and
significant art. The music of France,
Germany, Austria, Bohemia, Russia,
Finland and other countries is
brought to new life when worked on
by the magic of Toscanini’s gigantic
musicianship,
L R

Hitler has been keeping pretty quict
during these months of Mussolini’s ad-
venturing in Ethiopia. What are the
facts with regard to 1936 Germany and
how long is it possible for the Nazi
regime to last?

Conditions—economie, financial, in-
dustrial—have become grave under
Hitler’s dictatorship, so that it seems
likely that the not remote future will
see an uprising, There are varlous
possibilities.

First of all, the Army is feverishly
pressing its opportunity to rearm the
country and thereby get ready for a
new war, perhaps far more deadly
than the World War. The Army is
Hitler’s pet, but it is an interesting
fact that the army iz NOT bossed by
Hitler, Hitler may think he is the
commander of the Army, but the real
bosses are the great landowners,
aristocratg and industrialists. The
Army, naturally, will let Hitler “rule”
as long as he produces money to pay
for armaments, ete. If the country is
to go bankrupt-—and that condition is
developing rapidly, with inflation as
a near possibility—the Army can take
over the country, establish a military
dictatorship and give Hitler the boot.
The Army never liked this upstart,
and the only reason it has tolerated
him the last three years is his readi~
ness to give the Army everything
it expected.

Some experts agree that the Army
aft present isn’t strong enough to cap-
ture the country—that such a de-
velopment might take another year,
perhaps two or three. This leads cer-
tain students of the German situation
to conclude that if Hitler is to be
overthrown by the working people,
Socialists, Communists and other dis-
sidents, quick action will be neces-
sary, perhaps during the next few
months, if there’s to be any hope for
success. The longer the masses wait,
the more difficult will become the
change from dictatorship to demoe-

racy or some other form of govern-
ment closer to the wishes of the
people.

That Hitler and his gangsters are
aware of their delicate situation is
shown by the manner in which per-
secution has been intensified during
the past few months, -especially
against the Jews, and also why ter-
ror ig being used in greater volume
against Communists, Socialists and
other active agents of the anti-Hitler-
istic underground, illegal movement.
The courts are crowded with cases
against anti-Hitlerites, and harsh
sentences are being handed out daily
to scores of political prisoners. Now
and then word reaches the world that
another Communist head has rolled in
the sand, The prisons are jammed
with men and women who have been
sentenced to long terms because of
their conspiratorial activity against
Hitler’s regime of terror and tyran-
ny.

It’s this serious economic situation
which explains a great deal of the
new intensification of the persecution
of the Jews. Germany’s Jews now
number less than 500,000—Iless than
1 percent of the population, and they
are being made the scapegoats for
Hitler’s political, economic and social
failures, When Hitler took power he
made numeroug promises to the work-
ing people and small businessmen. He
promised the end of interest, the
breaking up of department, stores, the
outlawing of chain stores, the distri-
bution of the great estates among the
landless peasants, ete. Not a single
one of these so-called radical promises
was kept. The great blood purge of
June 30, 1934, was his first answer to
the more radical wing of the Nazi
party that ingisted on Hitler doing
something to keep his promises. In-
stead of carrying out the terms of his
program, he ordered hundreds of
these radical brown-shirt leaders to
be shot down in cold blood.

Since then, he has continued taking
orders from the great industrialists
who put up millions of marks to put
him into power on the secret promise
that he would destroy the Socialist
and Communist parties and all or-
ganizations of workingmen. August
Thyssen, the great Ruhr steel baron,
alone put up 20,000,000 reichmarks
(about $5,000,000) during 1931-1938,
and others followed Thyssen’s lead
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with cash contributions. Hitler kept
his bargain with these industrialists,
breaking up the labor unions, and out-
lawing the opposition political parties
that represented the working class of
Germany. That investment was real-
ly profitable for the industrialists, as
is shown by the corporation figures
for 1935. Dividends took tremendous
hikes. Profitg increased for the great
capitalists.

But this, naturally, was putting no
bread in the stomachs of the deluded
workers who had supported Hitler's
program because he made definite
promises of social change. In order to
®ver up this betrayal, Hitler decid-
ed to put all emphasis on the perse-
cution of the Jews., By blaming all of
Germany’s evils on the poor, helpless
Jews—a minority, as I stated above
—it was possible to take the minds
of the masses off their real social dif-
fieulties—for a time, at least. The
Jews are being robbed, persecuted,
discriminated against, denied the right
to make honest livings, and the like,
because such a “cold pogrom” en-
ables Hitler to hide the real situation
in Germany. But thig can’t last in-
definitely. There comes a time when
the common people realize they have
been duped. That situation is just
about ripe in Germany.

Prices are going up, despite the fact
that Hitler appointed a price dicta-
tor to prevent such hikesg in the cost
of living. Real wages have gone
down. Certain foods—particularly
fats—are so scarce that they can
hardly be had for love or money.
When asked about Germany’s butter
shortage, Propagandist  Goebbels
thundered: “We're too busy making
history to bother about making but-
ter.” That may please certain polit-
jcal henchmen as a clever answer,
but I'm sure the average German
housewife would prefer to see a little
less history and a little more butter.

These facts all indicate that Hit-
ler’s position is growing more inse-
cure each month. During December,
1934, unemployment increased by more
than 500,000 men. This is because of
the complete failure of Hitler’s policy
of autarchy. This theory, as I ex-
plained before, is an attempt to make
Germany independent of outside ma-
terials.

Under autarchy, Germany was to
get along without outside oil, copper,

wool, cotton, ete, A pretty theory, but
it couldn’t be made to work because
the substitutes were more expensive
than the originals and of lower qual-
ity. This, of course, was said at the
time, and even I joined my wmodest,
quiet voice in the chorus of discus-
sion, proving to the hilt that autarchy
woag possible for agricultural states,
for rural communities, but would
spell ruin for a modern industrial
state which must rely on foreign cred-
its, foreign markets, and foreign
sources of raw materials,

Hitler accepted Dr. Schacht as eco-
nomic dictator, and no one can deny
the man’s efficiency, but even Dr.
Schacht can’t make the German eco-
nomic machine jibe with the insan-
ities of Hitlerism. The results are un-
iformly bad, with collapse around the
corner,

To show lhe failure of autarchy,
one need merely look at a few indus-
tries. Let us suppose that Hitler’s
economic dictator decided to do away
with the use of wool and cotton. Ger-
many has a vast textile industry. If
rayon and other substitutes are to be
brought in, a grcat industry is com-
pelled to lay off its hundreds of thou-
sands of employes and shut down for
good. Thig means ruin straight down

‘the line—for manufacture, wholesal-

ing, retailing, etc., with the consum-
er paying the expenses of this eco-~
nomic folly by parting with more
money for useless substituteg than he
would pay for useful genuine articles.

While Germany’s real industries
have been going from bad to worse,
Schacht was able to continue a sem-
blance of industrial activity by prim-
ing the pump of the armament indus-
try. The war machine has been work-
ing feverishly, night and day, turn-
ing out eannon, rifles, machine guns,
bombers, shells, uniforms, canton-~
ments, barracks, tanks, vast networks
of military roads, and the like, but
such enterprises use up cash and nev-
er bring in the necessary money to
pay their way. The situation has ag-
gravated Germany’s financial condi-
tion, for Schacht, in order to raise the
necessary money, has gutted the
banks and the insurance companies,
compelling them to accept loans, for
which they received certificates of
dubious value. The banks and other
financial institutions, including the in-
suranceé companies, have their vanltis
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crowded with Hitler’s short-term
loans: Hitler has uscd the moncy to
build up the army, real industry has
suffered mortal wounds, inflation is
in sight—and the masses are in agony.
How long can such an insane arrange-
ment last? How long will Hitler be
able to hide his failures by blaming
everything .on the poor Jews?

Of course, there was a financial
side to Hitler’'s anti-Jewish policies,
in addition to using the persecutions
to hide his political mistakes. In all,
the Jews of Germany had about 12,-
000,000,000 markyg of wealth in their
various businesses—about $3,000,000,.-
000. It was Hitler’s plan to get that
money, for the purpose of building
up the Army and gatisfying the greed
of his gangsters who simply had to
have their graft. He had drawn to
his side the worst elements of gang-
sters, blackguards, blackmailers, ex-
tortioners, criminals, dope fiends,
perverts, pimps and common thieves
that had been attracted to any cen~
tral power in the history of any mod-
ern state, and it was necessary for
Hitler to satisfy their lust for wealth,
luxury and political power. This pas-
sion could best be satisfied by steal-
ing the wealth belonging to the Jews.
They have been just about stripped,
so from now on Hitler’s blackguards
can expect little from that source,
though they can be made to serve the

- Nazig as convenient targets in order
to divert the public’s attention from
the real issues created by insane Hit-
lerism,

The Jews have beosn ruined, but
Germany itself is eclose to ruin, so
what was gained by thig brutal as-
sault on a helpless minority? They,
the Jews, have been stripped down
to sheer necessities, without hope,
humiliated, shamed, tortured and de-
graded. Germany hasn’t marched on
over their bodies. Germany, like the
Jews, is headed for ruin, for Hitlerism
means national ruin, no matter what
country it is set up in and under
what name,

When the economic situation wors-
ens—which is likely very soon—
Schacht may be driven from office by
Hitler. When that happens it will
be a signal to the world that the con-
servative elements have been unable
to save German business and that
German finance and industry have at
last fallen completely into the hands

of the Hitlerites. Such a happening
would be followed by an orgy of
graft, open robbery, blackmail and
booty. The gangsters would soon
throw Germany inte such an orgy of
inflation that it would take a trillion
marks to buy a newspaper. Such
chaos might bring the Army into ac-
tion, in ordcr to kick out the Nazis
and establish a more orderly govern-
ment, with perhaps a few concessions
to the liberal, parliamentarian ele-
ments, with special care to see to it
that the real radicals—Socialists and
Communists—were hounded out of
existence. But it’s a moot questi
just how far the Army will be able to
go,

The radical workers, now working
gecretly, have the Nazi officials
scared, as is shown by their mass
persecutions, and they might asgert
themselves in eivil war, riots, riushing
food stores, strikes, sabotage, and in-
dividual and mass violence. Such
things may be facing Germany in the
near future. And if the uprising
comes—and it’s by no means a re-
mote eventuality—there’s every reason
to believe that the revolutionists, out
to build a new civilization, will take
time out to pay their respects to -
those beasts who enslaved and tor-
tured Germany under the iron heel of
Hitlerism. Serious accounts will be
paid off, of that there’s no doubt.

Hitler and his criminal followers
will never give up an iota of their
power without a struggle. They are
tyrants and can be unseated only by
forec. The cnemica of Hitleriam know
this, and they are preparing for the
seemingly inevitable upsurge. Will it
come in time? Will it be a success?
Can Hitler’s regime be smashed? On
the answers to these questions rests
the future of European civilization.

If the reactionaries win, then will
follow another world war. The Hit-
lerites, allied to Japan, will attack
Russia; France, most likely, will rush
to the defense of Russia, And then
the fat will be in the fire. A Ger-
man revolution could prevent such a
terrible possibility. The best hopes
for peace rest on the ability of Ger-
man labor to act in time to tear Hit-
ler and his gangsters from their seats
of power.

R

Being interested in our youth, I'd like
to know how many young people we
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have between 16 and 24 years of age.
Alsn, how are they acecupied?

School Life, in its December, 1985,
issue, reportg there are 20,100,000 per-
sons, male and female, in the U.S. of
the ages of 16 to 24, inclusive. They
are grouped as follows:

Full-time schools and colleges 4,000,000

Taking part-time school work 500,000
Young married women, not
employed and not in school 2,800,000
Employed in full-time or part-
time non-relief jobs ...... 7,800,000
Out of school and unemployed,
but.not seeking employment 300,000
Out of school, unemployed and
seeking employment 4,700,000

The last figure is really ominous—
4,700,000 young people unable to get
work, even though they are looking
for it. It’s disgraceful to contemplate
a civilization that lets its best blood
and energy go to waste, Here in it-

self is an overwhelmingly compelling

argument for a social order that will
open opportunities for a nation’s
youth. But, since we prefer, in our
dense ignorance, to folerate a.system
which will employ such young men
and women only when they can pro-
duce a profit for the owning class, we
shut the door in their face,

Tf society were to socialize the
large--scale industries, it would be an
easy matter to put these 4,700,000
young people to productive and useful
work. Russia, which has only begun
its great conmstructive task of build-
ing a Soecialist society, doesn’t know
what unemployment means. Each in-
dividual has a job, if he or she is
capable of rendering services, and if
unable to do so there are the benefits
of social insurance to be drawn on.

Our 4,700,000 unemployed young
persons indicate an increase of 150
percent over the number of such dis-
engaged individuals in 1930. Recent-
ly a survey wag made of high school
graduates, and it was found that 46
percent continue as students, 24 por-
cent find jobs and the balance, 28 per-
cent, are thrown into the army of the
unemployed.

A system that refuses to take care
of its young people is inviting trouble.
Our militarists would like to “solve”
such a problem by rigging up a nice,
big war, but that provokes further
economic distress with the added dan-
ger of complete collapse of civilized

institutions and the violence of rev-
olution.

The sane, orderly, decent thing to
do is to throw open the great indus-
tries which make or distribute wealth,
and put them on a production-for-use
basis. Under such a society every
willing and able youth could be put to
wark in the near future.

Why don’t we do such a simple,
logieal, intelligent thing? It seems
as though the only plans that can
allract popular attention are the
screwy, impossible, unscientific ones,
along the lines of a Townsend brain-
storm, or a Father Coughlin’s tinker-
ing with the money question. Such
flub-dub wins a certain measure of
popular support, but the realistie,
worlzable solution — Socialism — is
treated like leprosy by the beneficiar-
ies and the victims of the capitalistic
system, or rather our plutocratic lack
of system.

L S 3
An officia] statement from Rome says
that Ethiopian announcements are

“typical of Addis Ababa,” meaning they
are inaccurate. Please comment,

If anything, the Ethiopian state-
ments have been more accurate than
the Ttalian reports. Addis Ababa has
difficulties in getting its information,
but it usually strives for accuracy,
and many of its announcements are
later substantiated. On the other
hand, Italian releases are wildly ex-
aggerated. The best instance was that
of mid-December, 1935, when it was
claimed that 30,000 Ethiopians were
surrounded and were “in danger of
annihilation.”  Subsequent releases
simply ignored the fate of these 30,000
Ethiopians! It was, obviously, a piece
of manufactured war propaganda to
keep up home enthusiasm, which, de-
spite all the tricks of organized lying,
is wilting fast.

* L
What is Mussolini’s theory of war?
Mussolini looks on war as some sort
of a glorious rejuvenator. Let me of-
fer a few of Mussolini’s sentences,
taken from his numerous speeches:
“T regard the Italian nation in a
permanent state of war ... the
nevt five or 10 years will he de«
cisive in the fate of our country.
These vears will be decisive be-
cause the international struggle
has already commenced. It will grow
fiercer as time goes on, and it is in-
admissible that we, without energy,
should appear on the world stage
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too late.” (Speech before the cham-
ber of Deputies, December 11, 1925.)
“For me to live is to fight, to
risk, to dare.,” (Same speech.)
“Fascism does not think that per-
manent peace is possible or desir-
able. . . . Only war raises all ex-
hibitions of human energy to their
maximum tension. It puts the stamp
of dignity on nations which are

able” to wage it openly. No other °

test can take its place.” (1932.)
“The fundamental duty of Fasc-
ist Italy is the preparation of all
armed forces on land, sea, and in
the air. We must be able to mobil-
ize 5,000,000. . .. Then, between
1935 and 1940, will come the tragic
moment in Europe’s history, and we
can let our voices be heard.”

(May 26, 1927.)

In hundreds of other expressions,
Mussolini has glorified war, threaten-
ed destruction, promised the spread
of hig brand of civilization, and ex-
plained that, the Ttalian nation of to-
day would regain all that ancient
Rome had lost—naturally, at the ex-
pense of England and other coun-
tries who may not be quite ready to
surrender to I1 Duce’s dreams of
grandeur.

It’s amusing to note that when
Mussolini’s glorious aims are put to
the test—as in Ethiopia—it’s black
natives who do the real fighting,
leaving his own soldiers in the rear,
in comparative safety. If war is
such a glorious thing, why does he
persist in using African natives as
his spearhead? It seems to my thick
mind that this would be just the
right job for the warriors and heroes
of Fascism. But, no, it’s the blacks
who do most of Mussolini’s fighting.
Then, after a battle, their bodies are
cleared away so that the movie cam-
eras may have a clear view of the
white soldiers marching to take
charge of what the blacks took for
them. The blacks do all the fighting,
but it's the whites who make the
news-reels. Yes, war ig “glorious”—
when others (Ex:) the fighting.

Has Mussolini alwavs insisted on Italy’s
need for expansion?

In his speech before the Chamber
of Deputies, May 26, 1927, Mussolini
asked for more population, but in-
sisted that Ttaly was plenty big
enough to take care of the added
people, Here are his words:

“Gentlemen, in order that Italy

may become influential she must
in the second half of the 20th Cen-
tury count 60,000,000 inhabitants.
You will say: ‘How will those 60,-
000,000 live on this territory?’ But
this same objection was probably
made in 1815 when Italy had only
16,000,000 inhabitants. At that time,
perhaps, some people believed that
it would be impossible for the 40,-
000,000 of today to find the means of

livelihood, at a much higher stand-

ard, on our present territory.”
True, the Italy of a century ago, with
its 16,000,000 people, would have rid-
iculed the idea of 40,000,000 or more
people in 1935. But they’re there.
And in 1927, Mussolini himself prom-
ised a 50 percent increase during the
present century, within Italy’s pres-
ent limits. Of course, there’s no deny-
ing that Italy could support a still
larger population. There are great
stretches of good land held out of
use by the landowning capitalists, as
I've shown in previous articles which
gave the actual figures. How easy it
would be- to put such land to pro-
ductive use, if Mussolini were really

sincere.

L
Isn’t it a fact that the size of the heart
has a great deal to do with the rate
of its beat?

So far as I know, the smaller the
heart the fasler its beat. The follow-
ing list gives the heart beats per min-
ute of:

Elephant, 25; adult man, 75; child,
90; infant, 140; rabbit, 150; mouse,

176.
L

Mow much wood does the average per-
consume in a lifetime?

It’s estimated that the average
American, in a lifetime, consumes
about 800 trees of medium size. This,
of course, covers all wood required
for residences, }}ous‘ehold furniture,
fuel trangportation, paper, rayon,
and the like.

deoode P

Clarence S. Campbell, 410 Hellerman
St., Philadelphia, Pa., author of numer=
ous Little Blue Books, is bringing some
of his friends together in a Freethink-
ers’ Club. Freeman readers in Phila-
delphia and vicinity who might be 1In-
terested in such a group are advised to
lget in touch with Mr. Campbell, by
efter.

Our little boy—five years old—seems
to have developed a phobia towards
death, I am utterly baffled as to the
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best way of handling him. Please ad-
vise,

From your letter I take it that this
phobia regarding death was created
by some of his playmates. Knowing
his parents to be very rationalistic
about such questions, it seems to me
that the only thing you can do is to
try to keep the child’s mind occupied
with other subjects—Ilively, interest-
ing, cheerful topies and experiences.
I'm sure the mood will pass over
quickly. The natural, normal, healthy
attitude among children is to give
little or no thought to subjects like
death, sin, hell, heaven, etc. I'd ad-
vise you not to lecture the young man
on these matters. Just keep him oc-
cupied with games and other inter-
ests intended to take his mind from
the excessively morbid. If the child
is physically well I'm sure he’ll snap

out of it,
L
How many of our World War veterans
are dying daily?
79.

R A

A LETTER FROM DR. W. J. ROBINSON

Dr. William J. Robinson, who died
early in January, 1936, wag a great let-
ter-writer. Every issue of The Ameri-
can Freeman would provoke a flood of
communications, and all of them of real
value to me in my editorial werk, I

mightn’t agree with him, but his let-|

ters would always provoke ideas and
lively discussion. The letter that fol-
lows came literally from Dr. Robinson’s
deathbed. At the bottom of the com-
munication, in hig own hand, was writ-
ten: “Laid up. Dictating from sickbed.”
Dr. Robinson headed his letter: “Li-
cense to the Nazis?” It follows:
Dear Haldeman-Julius:

I am just through reading the
December issue of The American
Freeman. You are always so sane
and sensible that I was astonished-
to read your answer to the ques-
tion: “Do you favor free speech
for all, including Fascists?”

I do not know whether you have
road all my debates and writings on
the subject. If you have and you
st'll maintain that freedom of
speech should be given to the Fasc-
ists and Nazis, then 1 do not sup-
pose that this letter will convert
you to my point of view. But, as
you know, 1 always burn with a
Megsianic zeal, and if I see a
WORTHWHILE person making a
mistake, I cannot help trying tfe
correct him.

There is all the differepce in the

world between expressing one point
of view and another. But the Fasc-

.ists and Nazis do not present any

arguments. They simply say that
liberty is a “stinking, decaying
corpse” (not mine, but Mussolini’s
expression) and one of the planks
in their program is the complete
and permanent suppression of free
speech and [ree press.

It is one of the fatal m’stakes of
the weak-minded or muddle-headed
—among whom I do NOT count you
~~that as long as those fellows do
not resort to force, violence, intimi-
dation, etc., they should be permit-
ted to propagandize their so-called
ideas without interference. How
many times must I repeat that
WORDS ARE ALSO DEEDS, that
words must precede deeds? Deeds
are not done spontaneously-—they
are the results of words. Do you
suppose that brutal Hitlerism would
have gained such enormous power,
weuld have become so omnipoient
since January 30, 1933, if for 12
years previously it had not been
permitted to spread its ideas in
every cormer, -in every factory, in
every school? This is the fatal mis-
take that the heads of the German

epublic made. It is their liberal-
ism that ruined the country amd
that is now the curse of millions of
people. If Hitler had been shot
during 1923 when he made the
Putsch to overthrow the Republic,
as he legally deserved to be, there
would have been no Nazism now.

Bear in mind my slogan: WORDS
ARE ALSO DEEDS, WORDS MUST
PRECEDE DEEDS.

You say: “The opponents of free
speech haven’t made much head-
way in this country despite the fact
that they have never been- inter-
fered with.” How do. you know?
Evidently yvou have not come in con-
tact with various classes and vari-
ous sections of our nation. Every-
where Fascism and Nazism, with
their destructive po’son, anti-Sem-
itism, are penetrating and perco-
lating through the various strata
of society. There are no open po-
groms, but people who have their
eyes and ears open notice it every-
where, And people who are looking
for jobs, whether it is manual la-
bor, a stenographer’s job, a teach-
er’s job, or a professional position,
feel the poison very keenly.

You have no idea how pernicious-
ly active, how viciously cunning
the Nazis are in spreading their
poison. You travel through 50 dif-
ferent countries in the  different
continents, and everywhere the
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poison of Nazism has gained a
foothold. Even in such a place as
Port au Prince, in Haiti, I found
some of the most horrible cartoons
in their French papers, advocating
ruthless anti-Semitism.

Sincerely yours,
Dr. William J. Robinson
EE

CHANCE AND COIN-TOSSING

My short discussion of the question
of chance in the tossing of coins
brought interesting Iletters, which I'm
sure my readers will enjoy. The first
is from C. F. Newman, Duluth, Minn.:

“Both Sir James Jeans and Dr.
Finlayson are wrong in their theor-
ies on coin-tossing and the ratio of
heads and tails. The chances are
not 50-50 as Jcans says, or 186-70 as
Finlayson suggests. There is abso-
lutely no element of chance in it
at all! When a coin is tossed in
the air, whether it will come down
Leads or tails depends upon these
conditions: 1. the position of the
coin in the hanl. 2. the position of
the hand. 3. the angle at which it
is thrown. 4. the force with which
it is thrown. 5. the resistance it
meets in the atmosphere. If these
five conditions arc wunchanging, a
coin could be tossed 50,009,000,000
times and would always come down
the same way. If any of these con-
ditions wvary, and it is determimnecd
to what extent they vary, the re-
sults cah be expressed in an alge-
braic formula. ‘The dire of God are
always loaded,’ says Emerson. This
simply means that there is no such
thing as chance—the Universe is
the slave of law. Sir James Jeans
is a grecatck authority on astronomy
than I am, but I believe you will
agree with me that I am a greater
authority on coin-tossing than Sir
James,

It seems to me that Reader Newman’s
argument is far-fetched. Granting that
the choice of head or tail would de-
pend on the numerous physical condi-
tions enumerated above, the simp’e fact
remepins  that it would be impossible
for the tocsser to know these conditions
at the moment he threw the coin, 8o it
follows logically that so far as the coin-
tosser is concerned the matter is pure-
ly one of chance. H. F. Mullikin, New
York City, enrers the discussion with
this letter:

It is, of course, possible to toss
five pennies and obtain five heads.
Likewise, it is possible to toss
(mathematically and philosophically
speaking) 500,000 pennies and have
thgm all show tails or al] show

heads. This possibility is very re-
mote but cannot be excluded. Like-
wise, there are a vast number of
other combinations which might oc-
cur, the chances being more or less
remote. However, the chances of

obtaining 250,000 heads and 250,000

tails, or 249,999 heads and 250,001

tails, or some combination very

close to these, are very good. With-
out going into involved mathema-
tical proof, we may say that the
chanceg of obtaining a very nearly
equal nvmber of heads and tails
are quite great although, as Dr.

Finlayson has pointed out, the

chances of obtaining an exactly

equal number of heads and tails
become more remote as the number
of pennies is increased.

You will note that Sir James
Jeang used *“tons of penrnics” in his
discussion, I do mnot know how
many pennies are in a ton but the
number must be considerable. To
obtain a number of tons of pennies’
heads equal to an equal number of
tons of pennies’ tails is quite differ-
ent from obtaining a number of
pennies’ heads exactly equal to a
number of pennies’ tails. The dif-
ference is equal to the number of
pennies in a ton. Sir James Jeans’
statement is correct tor al] prac-
tical purposes, althcurh not mathe-
matically correct. The chances of
having the numb-r of pennies’ heads
different from the number of pen-
nies’ tails by more than a ton of
pennies is rather remote—so remote
that it may be neglected.

On this same subject I might
state that from a mathematical
point of view there is a chance
(exceedingly remote) that one
might dump a bottle of ink in the
Atlantic Ocean, return in two years
and scoop up all of the contents of
that bottle of ink with a pail at
that particular smtot. ‘The chances
are much greater, however, that
the ink will have distributed itself
threughout the ocean.

Next comes a leiter from that ever-
loyal reader, C. A. Lang, Mo., 'as fol-
lows: )

Jeansg says that 1,000,000 tons of
half-pence, if thrown up, will yield
500,000 tons each of heads and
tails. Finlayson says that the
chance of an evem number iy 520,600
to one against. I sheuld be inter-
ested to know by what processes,
short of actua] experiment, Finlay-
son arrives at so exact and positive
a probability. But—they are prob-
ably both right! How come? Well,
although Finlayson’s estimate is
preponderantly againet an exact
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number of coins falling each way,
he does not say that the number is
likely to be very far from half,
and furthermore I think he would
admit that if the throw were re-
peated, the variation in favor of
tails, let us say, in the first instance
would likely be balanced by an
equal variatiori in faver of heads
on the second throw, or at any rate
that the deviation one way or an-
other from an exactly equal split
would on an increasing number of
throws tend, if averaged, to more
and more closely approach zero.
And that, I think, is what Jeans
meant, although he put it rather
rigidly. But I think he would so
quz2lify his original statement if
asked about it.
e

e £
Reader M. Olewin, Niagara Falls, N.
Y., writes spiritedly against my hesi-
tancy in endorsing “mercy slayings.”
Hig lettor:

Your comment in the March issue
of The Freeman on “mercy death”
for persons suffering from incur-~
able diseases surprises and puzzles
me,

Admittng that the individual has
a right to decide for himself wheth-
er or not he “prefers to continue
living,” you say, however, that you
“don’t seem able to stomach the
notion of calling in a doctor to do
the slaughtering” (a helluva way
of putting it, unless you add “of
pain,” in which case the doctor
and you become “murderers of mis-
ery,” “assassing of sorrow,” etc.),
plainly implying that the sufferer
who wants to die should end his
life himself. But how about the
prrson who wants to die but can’t,
on account of his physieal disabil-
ities, a‘tend to the details involved
in putting oneself out of exist-
ence? And how about the person
who can’t, because of his mental
condition, decide for himself wheth-
er or not to continue “living,”
though there is nothing but agony
—whele hours, days, weeks, months,
or years of it—in store for him?
Do vou think it more merciful, hu-
mane, civilized,. virtuous, decent,
or what have you, to jet nature take
its merciless course in a case like
that, to let the poor creature “die
by inches,” or even, perhaps, to let
the doctors use him for a guinea
pig, than to deliberately send him
to the heaven of non-existence?
Too, how about the monstrosities
and other pitiful humans that are
frequently born?

I don’t think that life is so pre-

cious (even at its best, I think it’s

pretty much of a joke) that even

when it ig hell everything possible

should be done to preserve it. I

think that to preserve such a life,

especially against the wishes of its
owner, is criminal. I can under-
stand the opposition to “mercy
death” in a religionist, who must,
of course, consider the desires of
his cruel God, but not in an Atheist,

No sir.

T may be a tory-minded reactionary,
but I can’t get it out of my craw that
when I meet a doctor coming out of a
house ‘I don’t want to have to say:
“Howdy, doc, been savin’ a life or
bumpin’ someone off’.”’*

“Permit me to congratulate you for
publishing in The Appeal to Reason
that blistering review by Joseph Me-
Cabe of De Mille’s spectacular movie,
The Crusades. Also I think it entirely
fittirg that I add my own praise to that
no doubt voiced by some others, in be-
half of your Little Blue Books. I am
inclined to think that they are taken
too much as a matter of course by a lot
of ug who want something more vital
than the miserable pap obta‘nable else-
where at even several t'mes the price.
It is only rccently that T have again
had some time to shift a few of them
from the “not read” to the “read” end
of my shelf. I thought the one about
bees by Vance Randolph cspecially
fine and infoermative.”-—C. A. Lang, Mo.

L I

Did Bill Nye ever characterize Wagner-

ian music?

He wrote: “Wagnerian music is
better than it sounds,” which certain-
ly is pretty fair wit but lousy appre-
ciation.

LS

What portion of our population is fee«
ble-minded?
4,000,000,
A

+ *

My frenzied, ringing, sha’tering at-
tack on “and /or” brought what I cer-
tain'y had a right to evpect——an equal-
ly positive defense of the use of this
eccentric construction. Reader H. F.
Mullikin, New York City, works hard in
pulling for his side, but I'm still as
fanatically oppozed to “and/or” as be-
fore, though I'm sure the readers will
want to know hig arguments. Here’s
hig letter:

In the March Freeman there is an
item which you, undoubtedly due to
the press of work, have not, in my

" op'nion, sufficiently considered.

It concerns the usage of the ex-
pression “and /or.” A little
reflection will  show  that, the

\7
L
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mark “/” represents not, as you
acsume, confusion in the mind of
the user of the expression but the
word “or.” Obviously it would be
somewhat confusing to use the ex-

pression “and or or” instead of
“and /or,” in the same way that
that expression “that that” that

some people use may at times be-
come confusing. Lest you do mot
acree that the “/” is intended to
replace “or,” and that the expres-
sion  “and /or” or its equivalent
“and or or” is sometimcs ncccssary
to precisely express a meaning,
may I give an example?

Suppose I might wish to delegate
to a representative of mine the task
of delivering $1,000 to The Ameri-
can Freeman and I were writing the
instructions as a matter of record.
I might say, assuming that you had
a treasurer and that I knew that
you had a treasurer, “you are to de-
liver this money to Haldeman-Julius
and his trcasurcr or if they are not
both there deliver it to Haldeman-
Julius alone or deliver it to the
treasurer.” It is possible to write
this more concisely “deliver this
money to Haldeman-Julius and his
treesurer or to Haldeman-Julius or
to his treasurer.” Instead of writing
“Haldeman-Julius” twice and “trcas-
urer” twice it is possible to use a
still more concise form “deliver
this money to Haldeman-Julius and
or or his trecasurecr” the first ‘“or”
meaning that a choice is to be made
between the words “and” and the
second “or.” The words “and or or”

are usually written for clarity
. “ard /or.”
To argue against a shortened

form because it is not decent Eng-
lish A{what doey dccent mean as
used here?) is similar to arguing
against the use of abbreviations,
the use of shorthand and the like.

I want to assure Reader Mullikin
that if he decides to test out his argu-
ment by sending $1,000 to The American
Freeman, I'll guarantee him there’ll be
no confusion regarding the meaning of
“and /or”; it’ll be a case of plain, little
ME, for right now I could make con-
structive use of a thousand bucks.

L3 L kS

Things keep moving at a lively pace
in thig shop. The first number of The
Freethinker has been mailed to its sub-
scribers, and a right nice little job it
is. And, here’s the fifth volume of
Questions and Answers, by E. Halde-
man-Juligs. This fifth series is jammed
with important facts and opinions on
subjects of current interest. The hand-
some volume is carefully indexed. A
copy of No. 5 Questions and Answers

may be had FREE by sending $1 for a
yvear of The American Freeman, new sub-
scription or renewal. Add 20c to cover
carriage, packing and handling. Also,
please add 10c to personal check. The
No. 5 Questions and Answers cleans up
all the editorial material available,
which means that the sixth volume won’t
be ready for perhaps six months. Those
who would like to have all five volumes
of Questions and Answers can have them
FREE OF CHARGE by renewing their
Freeman subscriptions for five years, at
$1 per year, plus 50c carriage. This
means that for only $5.50, you get the
five books FREE and The Freeman for
five additional years, regardless of when
your subscripti’gn expires.

It id, charged that tourists in Rusgia
are permitted to see only what the au-
thoritieg want seen. Please comment.

I have talked with dozens of men
and women who returned from a tour
of the Soviet Union and always
found they had been permitted the
fullest liberty of motion. The only
“exceptions” were professional liars
and intellectual pimps like Clarence
P. Oakes, the anti-Soviet lecturer
who is making a business and a
racket of slandering the Russian
regime.

George Soule, editor of The New
Republic, returned recently from a
trip to Russia, and wrote a number of
articles in which he set out to prove
that Socialism is really working in
Russia. Mr. Soule, who is a capable
writer, honest editor and experienced
observer, characterized as “‘downright
nonsense” the notion that tourists are
permitted to see only what the officials
want shown, Writes Mr. Soule: “The
Soviet State, with its 170,000,000
citizens, iy not in the business of put-
ting on a show for 25,000 tourists.”
The article continues:

“Nonetheless, tourists do require
surveillance for their own comfort
and protection, not only because the
language is so strange that even
street signs are unintelligible, but
also all money arrangements must
be made in advance. A visitor is as
helpless with his dollars as an Iro-
quois set down on Broadway with
a pocket full of wampum. The lan-
guage and currency difficulties make
necessary a chaperonage that the
critical visitor interprets as con-
scions isolation.”

I recall vividly the to-do Clarence
P. Oakes made in his Pittsburg,
Kansas, skunky lecture over the
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“tremendous risks” he took because
he dared actually go on journeys by
himself, the inference being that he
was expected to stay close to tourist

headquarters and see only those
things he was expected to have
brought to his attention; When 1

bawled him out for this obvious lie,
after the lecture, I happened to see
a college professor, Dr. Mendenhall,
nearby, who also had been to Russia.
I quickly asked him: “Tell me, pro-
fessor, were your movements restriet-
ed when you visited Russia recently?”
To which the honest teacher vre-
plied; “I was given every right and
opportunity to go wherever I pleased,
both in or out of Moscow.”
L R R

I would like to kmow what you think
of Toyohilko Kagawa as a leader and as
a thinker.

1I'd never even heard of_the gentle-
man until he decided to come to this
country a few months ago for a
series of lectures in our larger com-
munities. Since then I've followed
his work with care and consider him
utterly unimportant as a thinker,
superficial as a teacher, and complete-
ly lacking in an understanding of the
profundities of philosophy, science
and learning in general. He's been
petted and noisily fussed over by
the preachers because he is the most
famous Christian convert in Japan,
and it is thought, naively, of course,
that he will be able to recapture
rany of America’s “lost souls” for
the work of the Lord. I'm positive
that about 200 years of open ecriti-
cism of Christianity, and the educa-
tional work of Skeptics, Rationalists,
Agnostics, Atheists, Moderniste, Free-
thinkers, Secularists, ete., will not be
undone by this convert from yahoo to
mumbo-jumbo. Kagawa poseg as
something of a cooperator in econom-
ics, but it’s interesting to note that
he never misses a chance to warn the
public against the world’s two great
cooperative  philosophies—Socialism
and Communism. Revealed religion
is doomed, and no Japanese revival-
ist will be able to build where mil-
lions of American, Canadian, English
and European preachers failed, Re-
ligion is dying rapidly, but its insti-
tutions are big business corporations
in need of the services of a Kagawa,
who is able to help keep the racket
paying dividends while Theism and

theology are riddled and in collapse.
L S I

What’s your opinion of Bertrand Rus-
sell’s essay, “A Free Man’s Worship”?

It’s one of the finest things I’ve
ever read. This short masterpicee is
an intellectual adventure that every
intelligent person should want to ex-
perience by rcading and studying it.
I wag so pleased with it when I first
came on it some 10 yearg ago that I
decided to give it a place in my M-
brary of Little Blue Books, where it
has held an honored place ever since.
It hasn’t been a very popular num-
ber, but that doesn’t hinder me from
keeping the essay in print. Such a
great, Dbeautiful, profound study
should always be available for minds
capable of assimilating liberating

ideas.

LR T
What is your opinion of that radical
publication, The Fellowship Forum,
published at Washington, D.C.?

It was—and I suppose still is—an
organ of the K.XK.K., and that’s
enough to brand it among intelligent,
civilized people. This publication is
a weapon of incipient Fascism, racial
persecution, intolerance, Fundamen-
talism, violence against helpless mi-
norities, and general reaction in so-
cial and political philosophy. Tt fights
the Roman Catholic Church, but not
because the Church is wrong in its
history, ideas, ethics, ideology, meth-
ods, ete., but merely because it isn’t
Protestant. I’ll grant you that the
Protestant Church isn’t as danger-
ous as the Catholic, but let’s remem-
ber that the Catholic Church is older
and therefore has had more experi-
ence in the black arts of repression.
Instead of being mercly anti-Catho-
lic, I prefer to be generally anti-cler-
ical—which means I have no use
whatever for priests, preachers or
rabbis. They are all anti-social and
parasitic. The Catholic Church is a
dangerous institution, but the proper
way to oppose it, to my way of think-
ing, is to attack all clericalism, so
that when the priests are stripped of
power we can be sure they won’t be
supplanted by preachers or rabbis.
Furthermore, th¢ K.K.K. brand of
anti-Catholicism means persecution
of individual Catholics, which, to my
way of thinking, is grossly immoral.
The intelligent thing to do is to at-
tack the Church as an institution but
to refrain from persccuting its vic-
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tims. They, rather, should be ap-
proached with a view to educating
them away from the influence of the
priest, instead of making them suffer
for their beliefs, as the K.K.K.
would do. K.K.K. anti-Catholicism
is plain biogtrz.

T note what yon say ahout Mark Twain’s
“1601, or Social Life in the Time of the
Tudors.” Do you happen to have copies
available for distribution?

I have never issued this booklet,
and never intend to. It has always
been my policy to avoid any form of
pornography. I don’t mind publish-
ing scientifie literature dealing with
sex, but I don’t care to publish out-
and-out pornography. This doesn’t
mcan I don’t care for an oceasional
half-hour of good pornographic liter-
ature. I have, perhaps, read more
than my share of Rabelaisian humor,
during the past 35 years, but I simply
don’t care to make that kind of lit-
eratute a part of my publishing pro-
gram. 1 leave that field to others,
preferring to deal with subjects of
sexual interest as social documents
or scientific dissertations. Recently
I accepted for publication a volume
of 60,000 words entitled, The Auto-
biography of a Pimp, but thig is by
no means a pornographic book. It is
a social document, written in dignified
speech. It’'s a million miles from
pornography. As for the Twain item,
you may be able to get a copy in
some store that caters to a public
that seeks the rare and erotic in Iit-
erature, but I'm afraid the price will
be high. "

L
I take this opportunity to thank my
200 odd (and five not so old) readers
who went to elaborate pains to explain
the meaning of the sentence about the
gals at Juarez who danced on one leg
and then on the other, etc. It seems
1 was dealing with a couple of bad
women. Such things must not be per-
mitted again in these chaste, sober
columns, .

L
Do you think rais‘ng frogs is a profit-
able money-making idea?

I doubt that this business ean be
made to pay, except in very excep-
tional cases. The market ig usually
taken care of by boys who live in the
country and can pick up a few extra
dollars now and then catching frogs.
There is, as yet, no great demand for
this delicious item of food. Incident-

ally, the business has attracted a
number of rackctcers, who arc pro-
moting a fake scheme based on the
screwy idea that the public is to buy
a certain number of frogs from the
advertiser, who, in turn, will raise
them, see that they marry and re-
produce, and then will raise the
young and sell them on the hasis of
50-50, or something equally fantastic.
Don’t fall for such an obvious flim-

flam. )
L R

You speak of putting one’s savings in
the Postal Savings Bank, where they are
safe with the U. 8. government behind
them, but what about the danger to such
deposits resulting from an unbalanced
budget and a great public debt? Would
my money be safe under such condi-
tions?

While it’s true that the budget
hasn’t been balanced and that the
government owes more than $30,000,-
000,000, I can’t see what that could
possibly have to do with your savings
with the Pogt Office. That money is
kept separate, and can be used for
only one purpose—to repay you when
you want to turn your certificates
into cash—on a moment’s notice. It
wouldn’t make any difference if the
budget were to remain unbalanced for
another century and the deficit piled
up  another - $100,000,000,000—the
money in the Postal Savings Bank
would still be good at 100 cents on the
dollar. You can’t lose here any more
than you could possibly lose if you
presented a postal money order for -
payment. That money hag nothing to
do with the government’s general
finances. It’s there when you want it.
Never let a postal savings account
cause you the least worry. It’s good.

O
Who was the philesopher quoted by
President Roosevelt at the end of his
recent message to Congress? =

Josiah Royce. He was, until his
death, professor of philosophy at
Harvard.

LR 3

Tell me something of the male “so-
prani” of the Vatican Choir in Rome;
and of the so-called “castrati.”

I have printed a little about these
Catholic castrationg, but the subject
can be followed mbre thoroughly in
the various works of Joseph McCabe.
He's an expert on the Catholie Church
—s0 much so that he has never been
“called” by a single Roman publica-
tion, despite the fact that he has
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written millions of words about the
Church. MecCabe knows what he’s
talking about, and when he explains
about the “soprani,” ete., you can
depend on what he says.
L

Now that Russia is making some prog-
ress in the direction of a moderate use
of booze, what is the official attitude
in that country toward tobacco?

So far ag I can find out, the Rus-
sian government has taken no stand
againgt the use of tobacco, though
the public schools carry the usual
anti-nicotine propaganda.

‘4-

Recently I praised the employes of the
Post Office Department for their intel-
ligent handling of their job. A postal
worker, whose name had better be om't-
fcd, checks me up in the following
etter:

I was interested in your remarks
ahont democracy in industry and
especially in the Post Office. As a
postal worker I exactly agree with
you as to the desirability of democ-
racy in the Postal Service as else-
where, but T think you are a bit
too sanguine in your estimate of the
intelligence of “the boys.” As one
of them I know hoaw their brains
work. 1 have mentioned this de-
mocracy idea to a lot of them.
None waxes enthusiastic; the idea
af an extended Civil Service which
would remove our supervisors from
politica] control sirikes a more re-
sponsive note with most of them.
But they do not see that it is quite
possible for the Civil Service to fall
into the politicians’® hands (and
under this head certain things are
now hsppening that bode no good
for the future) and that nothing
short of the assumption of more re-
sponsibility by ourselves either by
direct democratic methods or by a
democratically controlled Civil Ser-
‘vice can assure continued integrity
here. Further, a large proportion of
them are great rooters for the in-
anities of the American Logion.
And just the other day I overheard
several of them deploring the prob-
able success of Bernarr Macfad-
den’s presidential aspirations be-
cause  “he is a very immoral man
having done much to foist nudism
non the country” This last T con-
sider about the dumbest thing I
have ever heard outside of a con-
versation in Babbitt for at least
four reazons: firet, Barney has no
chance; second, his nudism pub-
licity was cheap, sexy superficiality
far his own enrichment which,
third, resnlted in damage rather

than aid to the nudist movement;
and fourth, the extension of the
practice and understanding of nud-
ism could result only in improve-
ment of what we are pleased to call
morals, not to speak of the improve«
ment in health. But, of all this
these birds were as ignorant as
pigs, though I must add that perhaps
soimelhing less than haif of them
would rate quite as low as these.

My remarks about the workers in the
Post Office had to do with their quiet
efliciency, which I know to be a living
reality, after many years of watching
them handle the mail of this estab-
lishment. I have sent out and received
millions of catalogues, circulars, let-
ters, parcel post packages, air mail,
special deliveries, registered pieces, and
C. O. shipments, and have always
been impressed with the honesty, loyal-
ty and intelligence of the department’s
hurdreds of thousands of employes. I
was, of course, limiting my praise to
their jobs—not to their knowledge of
current events, philosophy, science, his-
tory, or politics. In such matters I've
found thcm to be just about as smart—
and as daumb—as the average person in
nther walks of life,

LR
What did the World War cost us in
dollars?

Including the soldiers’ bonus, the
cost, up to January, 1936, was
$45,200,000,000, It is estimated Lhat
the World War will continue to cost
us money at the rate of $1,000,000,-
000 a year, because of pensions, inter-
est on Liberty Bonds, hospitalization,
etc. When President Harding formal-
ly declared the end of the war on
July 2, 1921 (actual hostilitics cnded
on November 11, 1918) the cost of
the World War to the U.S. was fig-
ured at $25,729,000,000. Since then
the expense has almost doubled, and
the end isn’t in sight, for it’s claim-
ed that pensions will still be paid
almost a century hence. In 1930, the
cost of the World War was placed at
$37,873,908,499. These figures, gi-
gantic as they are, don’t include a
penny of what the World War coust in
lost lives, shattered bodies, dislocated
business and, finally, the depression
gince 1929, most of its severity being
credited o the economic consequences
of the World War., *

L

“I enclose $1 for a year’s subscrip-
tion, which is to go to a friend of mine.
I never discard any of the issues re-
ceived, giving them instead to friends
who read them with cnthusiasm. The
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Freeman is splendid.”—Mrs. F. J. Brod-
erick, Scattle, Wasch.

O
Wtat is Erastianism?

Erastianism is the belief that there
should be close and organie associa-
tion between Church and State. When
the U. S. Constitution came out for
complete dissociation of Church and
State a great blow at Erastianism
wag struck. The battle is far from
being won, for most countries have
established Churches, particularly in
Europe. Erastianism in Italy was de-
stroyed when the Pope was deprived
of temporal power, but the victory
was short-lived, for Mussolini undid
the work of the Italian patriots and
established the Catholic Church as
an arm of the Fascist State. Russia
and France are strictly secular.

L R

1 wish you would continue your discus-
siong regarding the ecomomic Rifuation
in Sweden.

As T’ve already shown, Sweden’s
Socialist administration has resulted
in economic progress for the masses,
without the loss of a single democrat-
ic right, without the blustering of a
dictatsr, the vpoison of race perse-
cation, the destruction of free press,
speech, assembly, and the like. The
record sreaks wed fer the sane, con-
structive, orderly policies of the Sec-
“cialist party of Sweden,

Employment in 1986 is greater
than in 1929, Less than 1 percent of
the e¢mployables are without jobs.
The budget has been balanced right
through the depression. There is
practically no national debt. There
are only 43,000 persons unemployed
—out of a population of more than
6,000,000, Sweden’s money is as
strong - as the best in the world
Sweden’s foreign trade is flourishing.
Sweden’s imports from the U.S. in-
creased 78 percent in 1934, consist-
ing mainly of American motor cars,
which are very popular with the
Swedes. Figured per capita, the peo-
ple of Stockholm own more auto-
mobiles than those of any other Eu-
ropean city. The same goes for tele-
phones, which, by the way, are made
by cooperatives at low cost, instead
of by private corporations.

Sweden operates many socially nee-
essary industries, and alwayg W}ﬁhoqt
Josses. The utility system, which is
owned by the people, makes a mnet

gain of ahont $5,000,000 yearly. The |

telegraph and telephone systems be-
long to the nation, and produce a nct
prefit of $38,000,000 yearly. The state-
owned railroads produce $6,000,000 in
profits yearly, after paying all ex-
penses, depreciation, obsolescence,
high wages, pensions, social insur-
ance, ete. The mnational treasury
makes $3,000,000 annually from the
forestry department. Liquor, tobacco
and radio are national monopolies,
and may be followed soon by coffee
and gasoline,

The Swedish cooperatives are vast,
efficient, economically-sound business
institutions that operate exclusively
for the benefit of the consumers, do-
ing one-fifth of the nation’s business
in consumer’s goods.

Sweden’s housing program com-
pares with the "best in history. One-
fifth of Stockholm’s population—100,-
000 persons—live in apartments or
small dwellings built by cooperatives.
For a down payment of only $80, a
person may get a well-built, thorough-
ly modern home in a good neighbor-
hood (there are no slums) on land
leased to the buyer for 60 years.

Yes, the Swedes have something to
teach us.

LI R

Can you explain the silence of Ameri-
can Jews in the face of growing anti-
Semitism?

History is repeating itself. In
Germany, before Hitler took power
and instituted a reign of terror
against 1 percent of Germany’s
population, the prominent Jews—be-
longing mainly to the middle class—
kepl a discreet silence. They enter-
tained the baseless tactic of meeting
anti-Semitic fire with dignified si-
lence. The record shows how they
were made to pay for their near-
sightedness. .

In this country, there are upwards
of 20 organizations that are devoted
to bitter, vicious, unrelenting, un-
scrupulous and untruthful propagan-
da against American Jewry, And the
Jews have practically nothing to say
in reply, though oceasional individual
voices—Ilike that of Dr. Isaac Gold-
herp—warn their own kind against
inmpending disaster and appeal to
the decent elements among non-Jews
for fairness and tolerance.

A TFundamentalist preacher—Ger-
ald P. Winrod—starts an anti-Semitic
sheet that reeks with all the lieg and
filth of Julius Streicher’s Stormer,
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and in a short time he builds up a
circulation of 90,000, There’s no tell-
ing how fast this medium for dis-
seminating hatred against an inno-
cent minority will grow in influence.
But the American Jews hardly notice
$uch an incident—and the poison-
propaganda continues.

Publications of all kinds—periodi-
cals, pamphlets, leaflets, broadsides,
books, circulars, etc.—are being turn-
ed out by the millions in order to give
anti-Semitism the strength to repeat
in the U.S. what Hitler, Goebbels,
Streicher and other infamous sadists
have perpetrated in Germany. Prac-
tically nothing is being done by the
intelligent Jews of this country to
counler . lhis unspeakable, obscene,
far-flung campaign of miseducation
and libel.

The Protacals of the FKlderg of Zion
—exposed as crude hoaxes——circulate
widely in this country. And the
average person—uninformed or mis-
informed—swallows these terrible
lies. The Jews, after repudiating the
purported documents, turn to other
matters, as though the ravings of
Jew-baiters were unworthy of seri-
ous attention.

In the political arena, anti-Semit-
ism is growing apace, as I warned
in previous articles. The next na-
tional election will see an orgy. of
anti-Jewish sensationalism, if present
signg mean anything. The Jew is
slated to be the scapegoat. He will
be made to bear the blame for every-
thing that goes wrong in govcrnment,
finance, business, economics, and the
like. Of course, this hate-drive won't
be conducted in the regular daily
press. The methods will be adapted
to conditions, using whispering cam-
paigns, ecirculars, pamphlets and
other publications, bearing every sort
of imprint. These printed and spoken
lies will provoke an orgy of hysteria
and venom without equal in the his-
tory of American quackery—bul,
judging by their present behavior,
American Jews may be expected to
say little or nothing in their own de-
fense. The method may reek with
dignity, but dignity is a poor weapon
with which to fight bigotry.

What should they do? The answer,
to my way of thinking, is simple.
They should decide now—before the
storm breaks in all its terrific fury
—to fight back, meeting the lies of

their enemies with the truth, expos-
ing the ideology of the anti-Semites,
setting right the facts of the record,
and striving in a thousand ways to
meet the propaganda of their detrac-
tors. Such a campaign isn't guaran-
teed to achieve success, but at least
it’s the manly linc to follow, Then,
should the Jews be defeated and made
to endure the humiliations and per-
secutions of their brothers and sisters
in Germany, they will at least be able
to reply that they fought the good
fight in their own defense, There’s no
disgrace in manly defeat.

The Jews have able men to fight for
them—Dr. Isaac Goldberg’s name
comes first to mind, There are sever-
al others equally able. But they are
not being given the necessary means
or opportunities to apply their publi-
cistic talents to the important and
necessary educational work that waits
to be done. I say, in all seriousness,
that meeting the fire of anti-Semit-
ism with silent disdain is the essence
of fatuousness. Will the Jews of
America wake up in time?

L R

Can you quote from some conservative
source in support of the dire things
you write about Germany and Italy?

Certainly. The Kiplinger Washing-
ton Agency, Washington, D. C., runs
an expensive information service for
its banker, industrialist, financier
subscribers, who pay a high yearly
fee for the regular Letter. Under
date of January 25, 1936, the Letter
practically repeats what I've been
writing in these columns about Hitler
and Mussolini, Kiplinger says:

Europe and war, the actua] pro-
spects: Following observations arc
based on dispatches from our well-
informed foreign ¢orrespondents,
plus checkings by authorities who
know the “inards” of foreign af-
fairs. Comments are “unofficial,”
but are more frank than the “of-
ficial?

Italy in Ethiopia: Campaign
about all washed up~~dud to date.
Rainy season, about to start, will
stop operations and ruin morale.
If it weren’t for censorship, this
would already be clear to all.

Italy at home: The internal eco-
nomic situation is precarious. Civil
population is aproaching the point
of suffering, is grumbling. Italian
gold for cash purchases can’t last
long; credit is almost nil. German
aid can not be expected, for Cer-
many also is hard pressed.
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Ttaly Is apprvaching internal cri-
g’s. May be put off six months,
perhaps more. Monarchist move-
ment is growing: Pusints to Prince
Umberto. Umberto might mean
Mussolini’s downfall. England and
France might welcome monarchy,
as means of downing Mussolini
without civil war.

Germany’s internal economic sit-
uation is becoming critical. There
isn’t ample food or clothing for
masses; there’s war-time suffering.
(Full food quotas in hotels-restau-
rants serve to fool foreign visitors.)
Low wage s-ales and spread-work
employment mark the consumer in-
dustries. Ful] employment prevails
orly in armament and allied indus-
tries.

- Military bargatning Dby spring:

Hitler plans on most complete mili-

tary machine in FEurope by this

spring or summer—men and muni-
tions. Hopes to use these to bar-
gain with other nations.

Schacht is hard pressed as Ger-
many’s economic dictator.

L
Has anyone estimated how many times
the people of Germany salute?

It’s been done. The Hitler salute,
which consists of stiffly lifting the
right arm, is given about 50 times
each day by the average German.
Ag Germany’s population is 66,000,-
000, this means that during the year
the salute is given 1,204,500,000,000
times. No one has yet figured out
what that mass energy could do if
applied to constructive tasks, Nor
has anyone estimated the number of
links of sausages required to produce
the energy to make those trillion and
geveral hundred billions of salutes.

L
I read in many places that if Mussolini
were to fall, Italy would be faced with
a Communist revolution. Is this true?

When Mussolini eame into power,
it was claimed that he had saved
Ttaly—yes, all Europe—from Com-
munism. The facts, of course, gave
Mussolini and his propagandists the
lie. There was absolutely no danger
of Communism when Mussolini stole
power, any more than there was dan-
wor of Communism in Germany when
Hitler got his strangle-hold on Ger-
many.

And now, when Mussolini is toppl-
ing, the supporters of Fascism subtly
spread the false propaganda that the
end of the rule of the Black Shirts
would bring in a reign of terror un-
der the Red Flag. This is intended

to frighten the Limid and lead the
bankers and capitalistic governments
to give aid and comfort to the Fasc-
ist gangsters, in order to avoid a
“greater evil.”

If our own J. P. Morgan Company
hadn’t advanced hundreds of millions
of dollars- -bclonging to American
investors, not the Morgan partners—
Mussgolini wouldn’t have been able to
hold on all these years and prepare
for a senseless, wasteful, ruinous war
in East Africa. If the -ecapitalistie
powers hadn’t given diplomatic and
material support to Mussolini, Italian
Fascism would have collapsed long

ago.

The plain fact is this: the reaction-
ary puowers of the world really wanl
Mussolini to remain in power, because
down deep they hope to see the abso-
lutism of Fascism spread until it en-
gulfs democratic countries like Eng-
land, France, Holland, Switzerland,
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Czecho-
slovakia, Canada and the United
States, Capitalism is willing to tol-
erate democracy, so long as it has to,
but once given an “out” it doesn’t
hesitate about Iascism. That, in a
measure, explains the amazing prog-
ress of many of our own Fascist or-
ganizations, inecluding Hearst’s red-
baiting and the cavortings of the
Liberty League.

But, to return to Mussolini, what
would happen if he were to fall to-
morrow? There are many possibilities,
of course. Let me review a few:

A parliamentary regime might be
recalled to power.

A dictatorship of the royal family
and the regular army might assume
power, with the possibility of a mere-
ly slight improvement in the condi-
tion of the people and their civil and
political rights.

The Italian people might agsert
themselves, taking over the govern-
ment and ousting the king and his
family, Under such a regime, the
large estates—12,000 individuals own
17,000,000 acres of land—would be
broken up and distributed among the
small peasant holders of land or
those who have had no access to the
land. Such a regime, of eourse, would
grant full political, civil and social
rights, establish a republic, oust the
king, force the Vatican to withdraw
from Ttalian politics and public in-
stitutions ‘(particularly the schools),
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and nationalize the large-scale indus-
trics and utilities. That would be far
from Communism, though it would be
progressive in every sense of the
word. It would be increasing the
number of Italian property-holders,
instead of reducing them.
Communism, therefore, is the re-
motest possibility in Italy today, as
was the case when Mussolini stole

power,
L S <

Julius Sircichcr and Dr. Gocbbcels claim
it’s necessary to drive the Jews out of
moving pictures because they strive
only to bring out obscenity and immo-
rality. Please comment.

Streicher, the notorious Jew-baiter,
is probably the most consistent pub-
lisher of pornography in the world,
and yet he and his kind have the gall
to talk about “Jewish indecency” in
the movies. The real motive is eco-
nomic—to force the Jew out of the
industry and thereby make room for
some good “Aryan,” who may be able
to “buy” the Jew’s property at 10
cents on the dollar, if he cares to pay
that much.

With Jews eliminated from Ger-
many’s film business, and with Dr.
Goebbels in complete control, by vir-
tue of his office as minister of propa-
ganda, what do we find? The films
produced in Naziland are dull, me-
diocre—so much so that even the
chief censor, Goebbels, is complain-
ing about the quality of garbage
turned out by the studios.

But, wait! There's one picture
that Goebbels says is 0.K. It’s called
Der Ammenkoenig, and he wishes
his German movie robots would do
more of the same kind. T haven’t seen
the film, so I ecan’t criticize it, but
I’ve read an outline of its story, writ-
ten from Berlin by Claire Trask, in
the New York Times, and it surely is
plenty hot. If Jews had produced such
a story there would have been more
ammunition for the anti-Semites.
"Here’s the story of what Dr. Goebbels
calls a masterpiece:

The picture is a cock-and-bull
story about a village, a century or
80 ago, that refuses to pay the high
marriage tax and goes about pro-
ducing prolifically and without legal
sanction. by annually c“oosing the
most virile of the younger men as
progenitor for the yeazr ~That he,
incidentally, helps the attractive
young archduchess, who ‘s married
to a dilapidated dotar?, to over-

come her barremness, is merely an-
other highly satigfactory proof of
the young man’s fitness. In the end
the marriage tax ig annulled, but
not without numerous regrets.

L O

Aren’t the Jews heavily represented in
American industry?

Fortune magazine, for February,
1036, contains a valuable article which
thoroughly debunks this notion. It
shows, what 1 demonstrated in these .
columns about a year ago, that the
Jews in banking are negligible. The
facts will be found in my books of
questions and answers. In the invest-
ment field, the Jews again are neg-
ligible, as is shown by the faet that
the Jewish firm, Kuhn, Loeb, made,
as of March 31, 1935, only 2.88 per-
cent of all outstanding loans, as
against 19.87 for the non-Jewish
Morgan Company; 11.71 for the non-
Jewish National City Commany: 845
for the non-Jewish Chase, Harriman,
Forbeg concern: 6.68 for the non-
Jewish Guaranty Trust; 6.18 for the
non-Jewish Bancamerica-Blair; 4.23
for the non-Jewish Lee Higginson.
Fortune adds the interesting faet that
the so-called Jewish houses have many
non-Jews in executive positions.

Leaving finance and entering heavy
industry, what do we find? Here
Fortune has donc some original re-
search, which I'm glad to pass on to
my vreaders. The facts show that
where the Jews are insignificant in
banking and investment financing,
they are practically non-existent in
heavy industry, which, of course, is
the most characteristic form of
American businesg life, and the most
important. As Fortune (a non-Jew-
ish, rich man’s magazine, which
sells at $1 per copy) says, the Jews
are totally unrepresented in the fol-
lowing important heavy industries:
motor cars, steel, rubber, coal, trans-
portation and communication. Quot-
ing Fortune: “A vast conbinent of
heavy industry and finance may be
stalked out in which Jewish participa-
tion is incidental or non-existent.”
Fortune adds:

To this may be annexed other im-
portant areas into which Jews have
rarely penetrated, such ag light and
power and telephone and engineer-
ing in general and heavy machinery
and lumber and dairy products. In
brief, Jews are so far from control-
ling the most characteristic of pres-
ent-day American activities, that
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they are hardly represented in them

at all.

Fortune finds Jews in the light in-
dustries, particularly clothing, add-
ing, however, that Jewish activity in
light industries is more in the line
of distribution than production, and
the farther west one travels in the
U.S. the smalller the presence of Jew-
ish interests. Next to clothing, says
Fortune, comes tobacco, and here we
find that Jewish activity is limited
almost entirely {o distribution.

What is the extent of Jewish influence
in magazines, newspapers, advertising,
books, theaters, movies, law, medicine,
agriculture?

Magazines: So far as I can learn
(and I've studied the situation care-
fully) Jews are interested only in the
following magazines of general cir-

_culation: The Nation, The American
Mereury, The New Masses, Esquire
and The New Yorker. To give one
an idea of how trifling this is in
proportion to the general field of non-
Jewish periodicals, the total circula-
tion of these Jewish-controlled ma-
gazineg equals less than 10 percent of
the circulation of The Saturday Eve-
ning Post, which is non-Jewish.

Newspapers: Out of about. 2,500
daily newspapers in the U.S., the fol-
lowing are owned by Jews: The New
York Times and The Chattanooga
Times (Ochs); The New York Post,
The Philadelphia Record and The
Camden (N.J.) Courier and Post (J.
David Stern); The Newark Star-
Eagle, The Toledo Blade and Times,
and The Duluth News Tribune (Paul
Block); and several dailies in Iowa,
Wisconsin, Missouri and Nebraska,
owned by Emanuel P. Adler. The
combined circulation of all these Jew-
ish-owned newspapers is less than
one-fourth the circulation of the
Hearst chain of 27 dailies,

Advertising: Fortune magazine
says that advertising agencies are
mainly non-Jewish, only from one to
three percenl being Jewish,

Book publishing:  Jewish-owned

book publishing houses are very rare.
I can think of only the following,
after a careful survey of the latest
. publisher’s directory: Lewis Cope-
land, Viking, Simon and Schuster,
Eugenics Publishing Company,
Knopf, Covici-Friede, the Modern
Library, Inec., and Random House.

The yearly output of all these houses

combined is less than the list of titles
issued by the first of the following
really large non-Jewish book publish-
ers: Maemillian, Doubleday-Doran,
Harper's, Secribner’s, Appleton-Cen-
tury, Houghton-Mifflin. It’s safe to
estimate that not more than five per-
cent of the books published in the
U.S. come from Jewish ecompanies.

Radio: Jews are at the head of the
Columbia network. David Sarnoff is
the executive in charge of the Na- -
tional Broadcasting Company, which
is owned by the Radio Corporation of
America, a non-Jewish institution.

Theaters: Jews are in control of
less than 50 percent of the theaters
of New York. We should bear in mind
the fact that New York’s Jewish pop-
ulation is about 380 percent of the
whole,

Movies: I have already given fig-
ures in connection with the position
of Jews in Hollywood. The facts
show that Jews are only a minority
there, though a fairly substantial
one. The data will be found in my
books of questions and answers,

Law: There are many Jewish law-
vers in New York and a few other
large cities that have fairly large
numbers of Jewish residents, but here
we find that Jewish lawyers in pro-
portion to the wholc arc less in num-
ber than the actual Jewish popula-
tion’s proportion to the general popu-
lation. If we were to judge this mat-
ter by the actual volume of business
enjoyed by Jewish lawyers we would
find that they are quite weak, because
it’s a known fact that even in ecities
like New York, with its large Jewish
population, the great bulk of the law
practice is in the hands of the large,
non-Jewish law firms. The great
corporations, banks and insurance
companies usually give their law busi-
ness to non-Jewish firms, leaving for
the Jewish lawyers the less lucrative
practice, such as is found in bank-
ruptey courts, divorce cases, real-
estate law, collections and other pid-
dling branches. The non-Jewish at-
torneys, even in New York, with their
control of real law practice—the
branches already listed (banking, in-
surance and corporation) plus trust
companies, investment, railroading,
patents, admiralty, holding compan-
ies, and the like-~have nothing to fear
from Jewish “competition.”

Medicine: On this point Fortune
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magazine writes that there are “num-
erous good Jewish doctors and a few
very great Jewish doctors. But Jews
do not occupy a position of power
corresponding to their abilities or
their numbers in the profession.”

Agrieulture: Qut of a farm popu-
lation of 80,500,000, only 80,000 are
Jews.

The facts, whenever studied, show
how baseless are the charges of the
anti-Semites. The country is being
flooded with anti-Jewish propaganda
of the vilest kind, and at times it
seems hopeless to even attempt to
answer the wild charges of the Jew-
baiters, but the conditions are such
that each point must be considered
seriously and answered soberly. Of
course, I haven’t the delusion that a
factual answer will silence the anti-
Semites. They cook up their “facts”
dishonestly, because they merely wish
to have some sort of an argument to
support their appeals to hatred and
passion, They base their cases on
emotionalism, not reason. But that
doesn’t mean that persons able to
make reasonable answers should keep
silent. It is a social duty for lovers
of truth and justice to speak up firm-
ly and candidly in these days of wild
appeals to terrorism, persecution and
mass mania.

L
In his much-publicized Liberty League
speech, Al Smith charged Roosevelt
with throwing over the Democratic plat-
form and stealing the Socialist plat-
form. Please comment.

It's true thal Roosevelt’s policies

weren’t based on the platform adopt-

ed by his party in 1932, because the
set of conditiong that faced him when
he tock office on- March 4, 1933—
particularly the complete collapse of
the banking structure—weren’t cov-
ered in the planks of that evasive,
mealy-mouth document. Had he-per-
mitted himself to be bound by that
empty platform he would have been
able to do exactly nothing in meet-
ing some of the pressing issues of
the depression.

Tt’s nothing less than pure char-
latantry for Al Smith to claim that
Roosevelt should have limited his aec-
tivities to'the terms of a platform
that was drawn up by men who were
not even remotely in touch with the
economic realities of the times. At
that, Roosevelt served Capitalism as
it never was served before——vigor-

ously, brilliantly, intclligently, and
effectively. As Roosevelt himself said,
when he addressed Congress, the
Capitalists cried: “Save us, save us,
lest we perish!” They were down on
their bottoms, ready for the count,
and they turned to the only man cap-
able of doing them a service. :

The big figure behind the Ameri-
can Liberty League is Mr. Raskob,
of General Motors. Surely, Mr. Ras-
kob ought to e the last man in the
world to complain against the policies
of Mr. Roosevelt, when one considers
that the statement for 1985, published
shortly before Al Smith made his
demagogic speech, showed net profits
for General Motors of over $167,000,-
000, after all taxes, depreciation,
obsolescence, interest, bonuses, and
enormous salaries to a number of in-
side executives, . This was record-
breaking, for the depression, and
thanks .should properly go to F.D.R.,
for it is the man in the White House
who enabled General Motors and the
other great private corporations to
come back into the black during the
past year.

But, in saving Wall Street and Cap-

Jitalism, Roosevelt found it necessary

to spend some money—a great deal
of money, to be sure—but he saved
the system. And where’s the grati-
tude? Not a peep of thanks. There’s
a public debt that must be liquidated
during the next generation, and the
plutocrats don’t care to carry the
load. They wanted their system of
oxploitation saved, but they wanted
it done free of charge! That’s thanks
for you, Mr. F.D.R. The big boys
feel that now—after you've saved
their hide—they can get along with-
out you, so they are organizing to
liquidate the few steps you’ve taken
in the direction of social insurance
and other reasonable, necessary re-
forms.

But, and here we come to the.core
of Al Smith’s speech—Roogevelt
found the Socialists in swimming and
stole their pants! That’s good fun
and supplies his hearers with a hearty
laugh, but the facts—and, alas, facts
have to be considered—show that
Roosevelt’s policies weren’t taken
from the Socialist platform, as Smith
so  fervently and  untruthfully
charged. ’

The 1932 platform of the Socialist
party was a clear, candid, concise
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document. It covered the problemg of
the day intelligently and constructive-
ly—and if it had been carried out
we would find today fewer unem-
ployed, less suffering among the work-
ers and farmers—and undoubted-
ly less than $167,000,000 profits
for a single corporation.

Had Roosevelt really stolen the So-
cialist platform and put it into prac-
tice, we would find today that the
large-scale industries—the meang of
wealth-produection, distribution and
exchange—would be in the hands of
the people, operated democratieally
for use instead of for the gain o
private corporations. Have our basie
industries been socialized under
Roosevelt? Let Mr, Smith answer.

The Socialist platform of 1932
prophetically provided a remedy for
the banking erisis which appeared in
the spring of the following year.
It called for the nationalization of
the banking sgystem, placing all the
means of credits and resources in
the hands of the people, through a
hanking system owned and operated
by Uncle Sam. When the banks
closed their doors, did Roosevelt—the
“Soclalist”’—socialize the banks? Did
he do anything to take them from pri-
vate to public contral? No. He turn-
ed them back to the private bankers,
and, furthermore, permitted them to
inaugurate a system of service
charges that constitutes the greatest
legalized steal in the history of fi-
nance. Where was Roosevelt’s “So-
cialism” in the banking issue? Let
Mr. Smith answer.

Instead of nationalizing the banks,
Roosevelt turned hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars over to the private
banks in order to pump new life into
them. The Reconstruction Finanee
Corporation poured these hundreds of
millions into the treasuries of the
private banks—in order to save Cap-
italism, not to institute Socialism.
And later, as though he hadn’t done
enough for private Capitalism, Roose-
velt had the federal government buy
hundreds of millions of dollarg worth
of preferred stock in these privale
banks, in order to make them strong-
er and thereby make Capitalism more
able to endure the storm., That’s a
queer kind of Socialism, Mr. Al
Smith. It looks like Capitalism to

me.
The point, of course, is simple.

Capitalism feels that it is out of
danger. It can dump overboard all
the reforms put into existence dur-
ing the time of storm and stress.
Capitalism—which lacks gratitude
for the brilliant services of its smil-
ing savior—is ready to kick overboard
all these “socialistic” measures and
go back to the free, pure, unadulter-
ated policies of old-time Capitalism.
The Raskobs and the DuPonts now
fcel they don’t need any of Roose-
velt’s crutches. And, like all other
humans, they hate the man who saved
them. They think they can forget

£ | their recent days of deep sickness by

kicking their doctor in the face. And
Al Smith’s job is to do the Liberty
League’s dirty work of smearing
F.D.R.—the man -who will go down
in history as the President able and
willing to give a new lease on life to
a system that should have been kicked
into the sewe}'x: w’}xlere*it belonged.

Please comment on Al Smith’s perora-

tion regarding our choice bstween
“Washington and Moscow.”
It wag high-class, unmitigated

bunk, but the American Liberty
League and the reactionaries every-
where ate it up. To say that Mos-
cow is influencing Roosevelt’s policies
is fto utter the purest clap-trap.

Al Smith, who is the most promi-
nent lay voice of the Catholic hier-
archy, warns Americans against let-
ting the Red Flag fly over tht Stars
and Stripes, but he is careful to
avoid talking about the Black Flag of
Roman eclericalism. The influénee of
Rome on the U.S. ig plain to all hon-
est students of American affairs, but
this is all right with Catholicism’s
most effective lay tool.

The Catholic Church, in the U.S. as
in Central Europe, is .tied up ir-
revocably with the Fasecigt and re-
actionary forceg in politics, govern-
ment, gconomies, finance, and the like.
This is, of course, in complete har-
mony with the Church’s agc-old pol-
icies, for repression, persecution, ex-
ploitation and terror have been writ-
ten into the record of Catholicism
since the first day the Roman Church
exercised influence in public affairs,
and that means at least 1,500 years
ago. ‘

In Italy, the Pope’s henchmen bless
the battle flags of Mussolini as his
conscripts are shipped by the hun-
dreds and thousands to fight a cruel,
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worthless, senseless war in the des-
erts of East Africa.

In Awustria, the cardinal and the
Fascist Catholic officials conspire to
crush Socialism, and bring about
their objective by turning artillery on
the apartment houses of Vienna’s
working eclass, slaughtering almost
2,000 men and women whose only
crime was their love of liberty, de-
mocracy and social progress. :

In Poland, the Catholic Church
gives the dictatorship its support, and
this means brutal persecution of the
Jews, economic exploitation of the
masses, and preparation for war on
the Soviet Union,

In Spain, the Catholic Church is
using every power at its command—
including firing squads, starvation,
imprisonment and repression—to put
its priests back into the seats of pow-
er they occupied for hundreds of years
under the monarchy.

In Mexico, every conspiratorial
trick, learned in hundreds of years of
political intrigue, is being applied to
the end that the Mexican revolution
shall be liquidated and the Church be
returned to its place ag an arm of
the secular government to restore
peonage, ignorance, superstition and
tyranny as they existed in the days
of Catholic. and governmental collab-
oration,

And here, in the U.S., which is
supposed to have a secular govern-
ment, we find the Catholic Church
lined up with the Fascists in an at-
tempt to inaugurate real Fasecism.

We see Father Coughlin making
demagogic appealg to the masses In
order to conceal the real motive of
the hierarchy—the destruction of
demoeratic and Tiheral institutions.

We see the great layman, Al Smith,
throwing his brown derby among the
high-hats of American plutocracy, in
order to crush even the moderate re-
lief policies of the administration.

We see the corrupt influence of the
Roman Church wherever it can as-
sert itself politically—in New York
City, Boston, Kansas City and other
centers of Catholic politieal gangster-
1sm.

We see floods of literature released
by Catholic institutions to advance
the propaganda of Fascism, to de-
stroy the ecivil and political liberties
guaranteed by our Constitution,

We see the Catholic Church accept-

ing the approval of the Hearst press
because of itg “war on Communism,”
which, in the U.S,, is merely a mask
for a war on labor, freedom, real
education, unbridled press and speech
and the other blessings of civilized,
democratic, liberal governments,

The facts tell a terrible story., The
evidence is clear,

The Calholic Church knows that
it’s at the crisis of its history—
either the world goes forward to
greater democracy in industry as well
as government, or it turns back to
the reaction of absolutism in social
life, culture, education, government,
industry, finance, etc. The former
means freedom and light, with secu-
lar institutions, The Ilatter means
F'ascism, clerical domination, dicta-
torship of the great capitalists, allied
with sectarianism.

The Catholic Church knows that it
can thrive only under conditions of
ignorance, exploitation, authoritarian-
ism, undemocratic political iqstitu«'
tions, graft, mass degradation; mis-
education, and enslavement of the
minds and bodies of the people. It
has seen its powers dwindle and De-
moeracy and freedom spread slowly
from country to country. It there-
fore decided to fight this menace {o
its black regime of clericalism.

Democracy and freedom must be
stified by the combined powers of
clericalism and TFascism. Reaction
will mean new leases on life for the
forces of the Vatican.

Having tasted of the sweet morsels
of power in Italy—where the work of
the libertarians was undone and the
Church was brought back to its old
position of power—it is active in
every country where there is any pos-
sibility of destroying liberal ideas in
government and society. It is strong
again in Central Europe.

It would use Central Europe to
make war on Russia and thereby re-
move that menace to clericalism—a
government based honcstly and ef-
fectively on anti-clericalism.

It would promote Fascism in
France, in order to undermine the
Republic and bring back the tyranny
that prevailed before the French Rev-
olution.

It wields great influence in East-
ern Canada, where ignorant elements
of the population help keep it in a
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position to maintain Eastern Canada’s
intellectual medievalism.

But the biggest plum of all is the
United States—the richest, of course.
And what a goal that is for the clerical
Fascists! Capture the U.S.—and
the Black flag of papal clericalism
- will fly aloft for centuries, sure of
limitlesy economic backing, and from
that center of power reach out to
rule most of the civilized world.

The Roman Church knows no com-
promise. It sees ity goal, and it’s
marching there. Whatever stands in
the way must be destroyed—-free in-
stitutions, tolerance, and the other
prized possessions of ecivilized com-
munities,

The Catholic Church promises Cap-
italism to keep the masses wedded to
the present system. In return, it
asks Capitalism to do away with de-
mocracy and give it the powers it
seeks. The bargain seems to be a fair
one to the plutocrats, and we can see
signs everywhere of the alliance.

There are a few obstacles, however.
There, for example, stands the Con-
stitution. But that can be nullified
once the country is over-run by Fasec-
ist hordes and the Roman Chureh is
recognized as the spiritual arm of the
new regime of violence, suppression
and terror. .

The goal is inviting, but all is not
as simple as it seems.
appear to be asleep, but they aren’t
dead. Let the real danger once be
comprehended and it’s likely that
countless millions of men and women
will spring to defend the sacred,
blood-bought rights of free Ameri-
canism.

The blood of the revolutionary
founders seems to have run thin, but
under the surface ig a powerful force,
which may rise in its might and say
that the Bill of Rights must not be
destroyed, the right to speak, think,
write and print must not be crushed,
the spirit of free inquiry must be
protected, and the forceg of clerical-
1sm must be separated from the
American government.

Our incipient Fasecists may find
Ameriea isn't going to be a big, juicy
oyster waiting to be swallowed at a
single gulp., There are tremendous,
if hidden, powers latent in the Amer-
ican people—determination to keep
America and its
falling into the hands of clerical and

larouse fears over Jewish

The people]

institutions from’

Fascist reactionaries, and the will to
promote further progress in this vast,
great country—progress in the di-
rection of industrial democracy, pro-
duction for use instead of dividends,
the freedom to think and speak on
the most controversial subjects, the
development of social institutions
based on cooperation instead of mass
exploitation, and the opening of all
doors to economic freedom, industrial
expansion for the public good, pros-
perity based on social justice for the
producers of wealth, peace, the end
of capitalism, the attainment of in-
tellectual and academic freedom, and
the inauguration of all those social
policies which make for good-will,
plenty, and government by the con-
sent of the people.
e e o

The  anti-Semites make a
over the alleged increase
America. Please comment,
The facts explode the

great to-do
of Jews in

attempt to
domination
of our population. We have about
125,000,000 people in this country, of
whom only 4,500,000 are Jews. That
amounts to one Jew to about 28 per-
sons. Doesn’t that show the utter
absurdity of the claim that Jews are
numerieally important in thig coun-
try?

* +
How many stores does the Woolworth
Company operate in Germany?

It owns 81 stores in 55 cities.
L

How large is Hitler’s army to be?

Lieutenant-Colonel Tasnier, who
writes on military problems for the
Belgian financial journal, Le Capital,
estimated, on February 21, 1936, that
Germany’s new army will number
7,000,000 by the end of 19386. This
expert says 38,000,000 of these men
will be in active service and 4,000,-
000 in reserve’i‘

L3
Is it not a fact that the fundamen!al
law of the Soviet Union calls for the
destruction of religion?

The Constitution of the Soviet
Union, as I've explained many times,
doesn’t call for the persecut'on or
destruction of religion. The govern-
ment is frankly atheistic, of course,
but it protects worshipers in their.
right to practice any religion.

On January 23, 1918, less than
three months after the Soviet Union
wag organized, a decree was issued



-

E. Haldeman-Julius

105

dealing with religion, which was lat-
er incorporated in the Constitution,
as follows:

“l, The church is hereby sepa-
rated from the state.

%2, It ig unlawful to pass any local
law or issue any decree whatsoever
within the territory of the Repub-
lics, which will restrict or limit the.
liberty of conscicnec or grant any
advantages or privileges whatsoever
to any citizen on the basis of his
religious profession.

“3. Byery citizcm may profess any
religion he desires or profess no
religion; all laws disfranchising any
citizen by reason of his profession
or non-profession of faith are here-
by repealed.

[Note: No reference is to be made
in any official document to the pro-
fession or non-profession of rcligion
by any citizen.]

“4. No proceedings of any state
or other official public body shall be
accompanied by any rcligious rite
or ceremonies whatsoever.

“5. The right to perform religious
rites is hereby guaranteed in so far
as no breach of the peace is commit-
ted and the performance does mot
infringe upon any of the rights of
any citizen of the Soviet Republic.”
In addition to the provisions in the

above, the fundamental law of the
country provides for the following,
with regard to religion:

1. Religious oaths are not recog-
nized.

2. Religious ideas must not be
taught in educational institutions.

3. Private instruction in religion
is tolerated.

4. Religious societies are permit-
ted to function, but they must sub-
ject themselves to the same laws
which govern other private societies.

5. Religious organizations are not
permitted to collect dues, donations
or assessments by compulsion. All
contributions must be voluntary.

6. Religious bodies are forbidden
to own private property. Church
plants and other property must be
hel!d in the name of the people. The
government, however, guarantees
to permit the use of relizious prop-
erty at no expense to the worship-

ors.
L S
How long does it take to fly from Eng-
land to South Africa?

On February 9, 1936, Tommy Rose,
an officer of the British Air Corps,
flew from Lympne, England, to Cape
Town, South Africa, in three days,
17 hours and 88 minutes. Thig re-

cord solo flight betttered the record
made by Amy Johnson Mollison, in
1982, by more*than 13 hours.

*
How many idle ships are there in the
British merchant marine?

On January 1, 1933, there were 760
ships laid up (1,971,000 tons); on
January 1, 1934, 482 (1,239,000 tons) ;
on Januvary 1, 1936, 828 (878,000
tons) ; on January 1, 1936, 186 (426,-
000 tons). Some of this steady de-
cline was due to scrapping of old
ships, but most of it resulted from
recovery in ir:'tern’gtional commerce,

3

What is the present size of Russia’s
gold industry?

The figures are growing constant-
ly. I have made numerous reports
on the gold situation, during the past
two years, and invariably had to re-
vise my figures to a larger scale. In
1935, the Soviet Union produced 5,-
500,000 ounceg of gold, which is a
growth of 1,500 percent over that of
seven years before. Russia is now
in second place, the greatest gold
producer in the world being the
Transvaal, South Afriea, which pro-
duced 10,776,700 ounces of gold in
1935, as againgt 10,486,400 in 1934.
The Transvaal’s peak was in 1932,
with 11,653,600 ounces.

The Russians say their Second
Five-Year Plan calls for 10,000,000
ounceg of gold in 1940, and, judging
by the progress being made, one is
safe in assuming that the goal will
be reached. Gold is now known to be
available in several thousand local~
ities throughout the vast. possessions
of the Soviet Union, mainly in Siber-
14,

Russia’s gold industry employs
500,000 men, Milling capacities run
from 750 to 1,000 tons per day. The
industry now has 100 dredgerg and
85 large plants. Some of these plants
employ. from 10,000 to 15,000 work-
ers. There are 200 hydraulic instal-
lations. This means only one thing:
Russia is out to become the world’s
greatest source of new gold. Tt has
crept up to second place, ahead of
the T7.8. and Canada. Will it catch
up to and pass South Africa?

L
Tn the April Freeman you quote an in-
teresting paragraph from  George Bed-
borough, whom you describe as a well-
known lecturer and writer. As I know
nothing about the man, please tell me
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about one or two of his literary efforts.|

His latest book, published by the
Pioneer Press, London, for the Sceu-
lar Society, is entitled Arms and the
Clergy (1914-1918)—a perfectly de-
vastating collection of short quota-
tions from the war sermons of our
paragons of piety, English and Amer-
lcan. These “elegant extracts” fll
most of his hank, and tell an instrue-

tive story.

Naturally, T was more interested
in the chapter devoted to American
Men of God, which he compiled from
Preachers Present Arms. The men
represented are “big guns” in the
clerical racket, How they can live
down this record I don’t know. Let’s
flake a few examples, almost at ran-
om:

Lyman Abott:—“In this hour
every Christian Church should be a
recruiting office for the Kingdom of
God. The Christian Church and the
‘Christian ministry should hear the
voice of the Master saying, ‘I have
come not to send peace but a sword.’
And they should lead Christ’s fol-
lowers forth, His Cross on their
hearts, His sword in their hands.”

Edward Increase Bosworth, Con-
gregationa] Minister and Dean of
Oberlin College:—“To take life in
hate is a dreadful deed. The Christ-
tian soldler In friendship wounds
the enemy. In friendship he kills
the enemy. He never hates”

Rev. Horace Bridges, Unitarian
and Ethicist:—*“The Duty of Hatred
is an imperative of conscience pre-
scribing resentment as uncondi-
tional as the very law of love itself.”

Albert C. Dieffenbach, Editor of
the “Christian Register” (Unitar-
ian);—“As Christians we gay Christ
approves of the war. But would
" He fight and kill? There is not an
opportunity te deal death to the
enemy that He would shirk from or
delay in seizing. He would take bay-
onet and grenade and bomb and
rifle and do the work of deadliness.
»+. This is the inexorable truth
about Jesus Christ and this war, and
we rejoice to say it.”

George W. Downs, at Asbury
Methodist Episcopal Church, Pitts-
burgh:—*“I would have gone over
the top with other Americans. I
wonld have driven my bayonet into
the throat or the eye or the stomach
of the Huns without the slightest

hesitation, and my conscience would
not have bothered me in the least.” ‘

Charles A. Eaton, of Madison
Avenue Baptist Church, New York:
—“We fight because we are Christ-
ians, and we will win because we are
Christians.”

James A. Francis, Baptist Minis-
ter, California:—*“I look upon the
enlistment, of an American soldier
as I do on the departure of a mis.
sionary for Burma.” ‘

Newell Dwight Hiilis, Minister of
Brooklyn Congregational Church:—
“An aluminum medal is given to
every German soldier with the fol-
lowing inscription:—

‘I, the Kaiser of Germany, de-
clare herewith on the authority
committed to me by Almighty
God, that the hearer of this
token is permitted to commit any
crimme he may destre and I, the
Kaiser of Germany, will take
upon myself the responsibility
for such crime, and to answer
to God for the same.’”

(Presumably the Kaiser’s “permit”
wag in English, as the Rev. Hillis
produced the actual metal disk and
read its inscription to the audience.)

Edwin Holt Hughes, Bishop of
the Maeathodist Episcopal Church:—
“God pity us if we are not going
to have God’s Son in this war.
God’s Son must be with our young
men or there is not much hope for
them. We are agents of God, and
we are charged with the duty of
keeping the song of our homes in
the war in tho comradeoship of the

Son of God.”

Herbert S. Johnson, Pastor of
Warren Avenue Baplist Church,
Boston:—(Pointing to the location
of his vital organs) “Three inches
are not enough, seven inches are too
many, and twelve inches are more
than too many, for while you are
pulling out the bayonet you are los-
ing the opportunity to drive it into
anvther man five inches.”

W. Douglas Mackenzie, President
of Hartford Theological Seminary:
~*Nowhere has the Sermon on the
Mount, the embodiment of the Spir-
it of Christ, exercised more visible
and amazing power than in the mat-
ter of war. This war, when carried
by the Allies and America to the
right issue, will be another proof of
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the Divine Power of the Sermon on
the Mount.”

Randolph H. McKim, at his Church
in Washington:—“It is God who has
summoned us to this war. It is His
war we are fighting. It is Christ the
King of Righteousness, who calls us
to grapple in deadly strife with this
unholy and blasphemous power
(Germany}).”

A. E. Marriott, Y.M.C.A, Physical
Director at Camp Sevier:—*“Never
miss an opportunity to destroy the
eyes of the enemy. In all head-
holds use the finger on the eyes.
They are the most delicate points
in the body, and easy to reach. The
eye can easily be removed with the
finger.”

John Francis Morgan, Presbyter-
ian Church, Jersey City, N.J.:—
“When we support this war we fol-
_ low the Great Peacemaker. We deny
Him if we refuse”

Daniel Alfred Poling:—“We conld
not win this war without the Young
Men’s Christian Association, for
even though our armies reached
Berlin, our souls would lose their
way.”

Bishop William Alfred Quayle:—
“We are not at war with the
Junkers, not Prussianism, not the
Kaiser. The German people is what
we are at war with. The new atroc-
ity story this week was spraying
prisoners with burning oil. Thig is
Germany’s most recent jest. It
makes them laugh so ... and to
cliniax its hortid crimes, Germany
has inflicted compulsery polygamy
on the virgins of its own land.” (The
North-Western Christian Advocate.)

Rev. Robert E. Speer:—“The net
result of the war wil] probably be
found to have been good. Amongst
other blessings the pressure of life
has forced men to pray. There is
more praying im America among all
classes of people than ever before.
The war has taught us that we are
saved by Christ’s life poured out
on the Cross.”

Henry B. Wright, Camp Director
of Religious Work and Professor in
Yale Divinity School:—*I discerned
through clouds of gas and smoke
One on foot, arrayed in a garb of
olive drab which was stained with
blood and mire, and in His hands
a bayonet sword attached to a rifle.
He asked no man to go where He

' punishing the Central

would not go. He gtood in the cen-
ter of the line. ... ‘Lo I am with
you always’ ... I would not enter
the war work till I was sure of this
vigion.”

(In a book written in conjunction
with George Stewart, called “The
Practice of Friendship.”)

William L. Stidger, Pastor of
Methodist Episcopal Church, San
Jose, California:—*“No boy goes
through the hel] of fire and suffer-
ing and wounds that he does not
come out newborn. The old man is
gone from him, and a new man is
born in him.”

Harold Bell Wright, Famous
Christian Author, formerly a clergy-
man:—“A  thirty-centimeter gun

may voice the edict of God as truly
as the notes of a cooing dove. The
sword of America is the sword of
Jesus.”

But, you ask, were there no de-
nunciations of war? Alas, the record
shows that not more than six Amer-
ican preachers (out of 200,000) said
a word against the World War. They
were led by John Haynecs HHolmes
and two rabbis. Not a single Catholie
priest uttered a word against the
war.

A reading of the vast library of
war sermons shows that even the
pro-war preachers of the U.S. and
England denounced war, “but,” as
Mr. Bedborough shrewdly checks the
question, “it was always some other
war, or else we were not really mak-
ing war at all, we were at thec worst
Powers for
making war. Later on it was a ‘war
to end war.” What our preachers
justified was the recruiting, and sub-
sequently conseripting, of our best
manhood to kill as many of our
‘enemies’ as we could, ‘War is Hell/
of course, said the Rev. Hardy Har-
wood, ‘but’ ... Dean Hensley Hen-
son ealled it f‘the infinite anguish,’
.. %but’...as Canon Johnson
said in St. Paul’s, ‘there was war in
heaven’ once upon a time.” One dar-
ing D.D., the Rev. J. W. Ilorsley, af-
ter much meditation and prayer, af-
ter endless searching of God’s Word,
questioned whether it would be real-
ly Christian to permit battles to take
place on the Sabbath Day, There
should, he argued, be some arrange-
ment whereby soldiers could be in-
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prava:

spired to kill only six days a week,
leaving the Iloly Sabbath for the
things of the spirit.

Mr. Bedborough, in his introdue-
tion, says that “the Pulpits were
unanimous that in one way or other,
the war was under the most distin-
guished supernatural direction, and
were generally emphatic that Eng-
land was fighting under Divine di-
rection.” Or, as the President of the
Scripture Reading and Praver Union
saw the issue: “God had a lesson to
teach, and He hag permitted this war
to take place.” Literally hundreds of
sermons were delivered on the theme:
“The Kaiser is fighting against God.”
Of course, worldly historians know
that even though God was on the
side of the British, that even though
he was the “Big Brother” of the
forces against the powers of the
Devil, it was necessary, however, for
the Allies to do a little of the job
themselves, spending billions of dol-
lars, and killing and maiming tens
of millions of men. God merely stood
on the sidelines and yelled for His
side,

But, I promised my rcaders some
samples of British wisdom and light,
as sent forth from the pulpits, so
here goes:

Rev. Archibald Alexander, MA.,,
B.D.,, at Trinity Church, Ayr, May
19, 1918:—“Agnosticism breeds de-
spair. Christ crucified is man at
his noblest: ‘Gentle Jertus Meek and
Mild’ to the little childrem, but to
the youn% man, the Captain of Sal-
vation, the Son of God who goes
forth to war.

“Christ crucified is the moral
equivalent of war. No wonder Jesus
is’ not forgotten.”

Rev. J. H. Bateson:—“On the
‘Agamemnon,’ a remarkable gpiritual
influence has been making itself
felt The gunners’ room in the bat-
tleship has become literally the
House of God and the Gate of
Heaven.” (Methodist Times, August,
13, 1914.)

Bishop Browne (In a Sermon
preached at . Sandringham Church,
before Their Majestieg the King
and Queen, December 30, 1915):~—
“It is not only folly, to limit the
output of power, it is sin.”

Rev. E. W. Brereton, Vicar of St.
Margaret’s, Hollinwood:—“We are

fighting for dear life against ene-
mics who are nol Christians, not
human beings, but reptiles. We
claim the right to fight these fiends
not with kid gloves. I scorn the
humanitarians who object to repris-
als.” (John Bull, July 10, 1915.)

Rev. S. Parkes Cadman (of New
York), at Whitefield's Tabernacle,
London, August 30, 1914:— <. ..
You must have the strong temper
which characterized Oliver Crom-
well, IIe said, “We were shmple fel-
lows of the country and the enemy
were men of blood and fashion, but

‘the Lord delivered them into our

hands. By His grace we killed
5000 of them. If He continues to
show mercy we shall kill more to-
morrow.” “. ., 1 am not one who
dons the robe of a pacifist (0 advo-
cate other people’s participation in
war while he is in the coal cellar. I
am the chaplain of a thousand men,
and it was an open queslion last
June as to whether we should go to
Mexico. . . .

Catholic Literature Association:—

. “Protestantism is one of the ‘Infer-

ior Articles’ made in Germany.”
(Chu;‘ch Times (Advt.), January 15,
1915,

The “Catholic Review,” January,
1915:—%“England is defending Cath-

olic interests all alung the line.”

Rev. A. E. Cook, at Vancouver,
B.C., Congregational Church ;=
“Christ Himse!lf calls to the nations
that love His name to prove that
love by crushing the German armies
down to defeat and visiting the judg-
ment of God un their sins. As the
war committee of a New York
Church has vividly put it: ‘To love
is to hate. Those who do not hate,
do not lovel™ (Christian World

Pulpit, February 26, 1919.)

Dr. A.. C. Dixon, at the Metropoli-
tan Tabernacle, November 1, 1914:—
“Whatever nonsense the Kaiser may
talk, he does not deny Christ.”

Rev. J. C. V. Durell, D.D,, Rector
of Rotherhithe:—“German military
despotism, the product of crude
Materialism and the negation of

Christianity” (Church Times, Sep-
tember 25, 1914.)

Rev. E, J, G. Force, M. A, In
Westminster Abbey, August 18,

1918:—*“Better an endless warfare,
better the desertion of your friends,
better the lonely death wupon the
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Cross than an ignominious peace
without honour, a victory without a
conflict.”

The English Church Union Presi-
dent, at Church House, November
25, 1914:—*“For us thig war is a
Holy war, and must be fought to
the very end. We have to see to it
that we guard the Catholic Faith.”
{(Church Times, November 27, 1914.)

Rev. R. Moffat Gautrey, at White-
ficlds Taberneacle, August 4, 1918:-——
“The shallow-pated Atheist proceeds
to browbeat the man of faith. ...
‘Where is the Lord thy God?’

“Some of you are worrying your-
selves unduly about the Kaiser. ...
The timber of hig coffin was felled
long ago, and the Carpenter is even
now ‘stretching out His rule, He
marketh it with a pencil. . . .?

Rev. J. O. Johnson, M.A., In St.
Paul’s Cathedral, October 4, 1914:—
“At this moment God calls England
to send every man it can into the
battlefield.”

Rev. Joseph Johmson, President
of the Metropolitan Free Church
Federation, January 2, 1918:—“Let
us not forget that all the resources
of the Holy Spirit are at our com-
mand. Surely the whole world sees
to-day that Nietzsche’s Superman
has failed. It is up to us now to
show to the world Christ as the
Super Conqueror.”

Rev. J. R. Legge, at Gallowtree
Congregational Church, Leicester:—
“It is some palliation of our pain
that God who was pleased to save
Europe by means of our Fathers a
hundred years ago at Waterloo, has
been pleased up to this hour, to do
so again by ourselves. . . .” (Christ-
ian World Pulpit, August 15, 1917.)

Rev. John E. Linnell:— “God has
glven us one of the ablest sold-
iers on earth to direct our army
operations. God has delivered our
army when its destruction seemed
inevitable. He has preserved our
Fleet comparatively unhurt. He has
brought onr Colonies to our aid.
And are these not an earnest of
other blessings yet to come?” (The
Record, November 6, 1914.)

Rev. Alfred Shave, B A, at Zion
Congregational Church, Frome, Sep-
tember 8, 1918:—*“Cannot we see
that God must not suffer the vast
designs of a backward people to be
accomplished? There are plain rea-

/
sons why God should require the
downfall of German tyranny, But
are we to go on to conclude that_
prayer is unnecessary?”

“The Standard” Editorial, Aungust
21, 1914:~—“At the Royal Service at
Westminster Abbey, on August 21, .
the prayer, ‘Prosper the Forces of
our King and Country,” way amend-
ed to include the Forces of our
Allies.”

Reve A, J. Waldron, M.A., Vicar
of Brixton, London:~—*“May the guns
ring in a new age, a bigger God, and
a larger Heaven.” (John Bull, No-
vember 7, 1914.)

How clear it is, from even a cas
ual reading of the above few extracts,
what a crasg world this would be if
there were no Men of God to bring
us messages of love, hope,  faith,
peace and charity. While ﬂ'mqp voices
of the Holy Spirit were leading hu-
manity to the throne of Heaven, that
terrible materialistic Atheist, Ber-
trand Russell, was going to jail for °
six months because he was a con-
seientioug objector against war. But
then, it’s evident that Russell and
other Materialists didn’t have the
benefit of God’s grace and the priest’s
power to give suffering humanity the
only code of ethics capable of lead-
1ng man to the higher and nobler life.

e o %

Can you give me Lenin’s reply to Mr.

Bullitt when the latter told him that
the world would like to know “when
this Red Terror will end”?

Lady Astor, when she met Stalin
a few years ago, asked him: “How
long are you going to continue kill-
ing people?” To which Stalin an-
swered, quietly: “As long as it is
necessary.” T don’t know what Lenin’s
reply to Bullitt was on this point,
but T don’t see how it could have been
much different from Stalin’s, The
rulers of Soviet Russia /aren’t mur-
derers, but they are ready to admin-
ister stern measureg to any individ-
ual or group that attempts to do any-
thing to injure or destroy the regime.
The vevolution itself caunsed a suor-
prisingly small loss of lives—well un-
der 5,000 deaths, according to cer-
tain good authorities—but later, when
the enemies of the Bolsheviks at-
tempted to destroy the beginnings of
a Socialist state, the attack was
vigorous and the forces of reaction
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were crushed. Even here the num-
ber of dcaths has been greatly exag-
gerated.

Another question reads: Is there
an “admitted” list of Bolshevik exe-
‘eutions? So far as I know, there has
been no official list of executions of
priests, teachers, intellectuals, peas-
ants, ete. The records are all there
and eventually may be given to the
world, but for the present they are
known only to the authorities, though
it has been the custom—pretty well
followed-—of releasing announcements
of legal executions.

It has been the policy of the Soviet
Union to let ity enemies know that
it is always ready to break the teeth
of thogse who would bite into it., The
government is strong, and, when it
deals with state enemies, mereiless.
The same attitude holds in interna-
tional affairs. Tt wounld prefer the
most friendly relations with foreign
powers, particularly its immediate
enemies—Japan, Germany and Po-
land—but it's willing, and ready, to
use force to the limit if any overt
act iz attempted. The Russians
aren’t given to threatening, blustering
or bluffing. But they mean business.
I’d advise individuals and govern-
ments to keep away from the Rus-
sian buzz-saw. -

o+
What are Henry Ford’s sales?
In 1935, the Ford Motor Company
sold motor cars as follows: in the
U.S., 1,065,002; in Canada, 31,620;

balance of world, 215,305; total,
1,311,927, compared with 865,101
units in 1934,

L . R
What are the total motor car sales in
the T.8. and Canada?

According to the Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Census, U.S.
production, during 1935, was: pas-
senger cars, 3,286,000; trucks, 724,
000. Canada: passenger cars, 140,-
000; trucks, 33,000.

L )

I am interested to procure or assemble
a list of the major acts of violence
which have occurred in recent years in
the T1.8. upon the part of constituted
authorities in the interests of the status
quo. Could you give me any direction
in this? .

There is no compilation available,
but the facts can be obtained, though
by no means easily. It would take
many weeks, perhaps months, to gath-

er the data. The best first source
ought to be the files of the New York
Times, which, of course, is thorough-
ly indexed in a large yearly book is-
sued by the publishers. Then o¢ne
should go to the fileg of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, which spec-
ializes in assembling facts dealing
with violence.

The field, of course, is immense, but
it can—and should—be done, A most
interesting book could be written on
this significant subject. Such an in-
vestigation would have to cover
America’s astounding and shameful
record of violence against strikers,
which is known to all students of cur-
rent social affairs to be the worst in
the world. There's hardly a strike
report that fails to inelude listings
of deaths and injuries. To say that
such violence against strikers is in-
evitable iz to chut one’s eyes to the
interesting and revealing fact that
during the past 75 years there hasn't
been a single death in all the strikes
that have taken place in England, a
fact to which I have referred before.

A report of class violence in Amer-
iea would have to cover a tremendous
field, but some competent student of
affairs should do the job.

LR

¢I find your publication, The American
Freeman, very stimulating and the
source of valuable information, fre-
quently, which it would be difficult to .
obtain elsewhere.”—Skillman E. Myers,
minister, The First Congregational Se-
ciety, Unitarian, Burlington, Vermeont.

L R

“Just o line to let you know that I
am hard at work on my new book, The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, which
will be No. 4 in The Reviewer. It-is
very complete—in fact, the fullest (I
don’t mean longest) expose of the lie
—how it originated, how it was spread,
and how it is being perpetuated.”—
Isaac Goldberg, Broeckline, Mass,

L S

Please comment on the report that
Germany is now able fo produce tires
made of artificial rubber.

The German dye trust, in Febr-
uary, :1936, issued a statement that
it had achieved “butadien,” a word
coined to describe the artificial rub-
ber it had discovered. Butadien is
made, principally, of calcium and
various substances taken from coal.
It’s also claimed that wvariations in
the proportions of these substances
will produce various types of rub-

»
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ber, from soft to hard. The coined
word, “buna,” deseribes the finished
articles made from butadien. In a
speech, Hitler claimed that tires made
from this artificial rubber were from
10 to 30 percent more efficient than
those made of natural rubber, an
cotimate that could be accepted only
after the most careful tests, How-
ever, nothing was said about the cost
of this home-made rubber. Artificial
rubber has been produced in the U.
S. during the past four years, but
it was admitted that the article could
not be accepted generally in our in-
dustries so long as it cost more than
the natural product. Germany, how-
ever, has practically no foreign ex-
change, and is therefore unable Lo
purchase sufficient supplies of rub-
ber in the world’s markets, In the
face of this exchange difficulty, Ger-
many is willing to pay more to do-
mestic industry (with reich marks),
even though the practice is wasteful
of labor energy, material and time.

After the assertion was broadcast
by Hitler that Germany had solved
the prohlem of gynthetic rubber, a
prominent chemist and engineer con-
nected with the B. F. Goodrich Com-
pany, Akron, Ohio, expressed his
skepticism., This spokesman for the
American rubber industry, J. W.
Schade, director of research, said:

“Germany has been compelled by
government edict to use synthetic
rubber derived from petroleum for
some time, but I don’t believe it is
better than natural rubber. During
the World War, Germany used
methyl rubber, which was not at all
satisfactory.”

Chemically-manufactured  rubber,
as T said above, is nothing new in the
U.S. The du Pont Company, with
its main offices in Wilmington, Del,
has, during the past four years, man-
ufactured great quantities of synthet-
ic rubber at its special plant for
this purpose at Deepwater Point, N.J.
But, as I’ve already mentioned, the
matter of cost enters here, to the
advantage of the mnatnral produet.
Artificial rubber costs the du Pont
Company $1 per pound, which is
about 400 percent higher than the
cost of natural rubber. Chemists ad-
mit that the German manufacturers
may have succeeded in cutting this
$1-per-pound cost slightly, but deny
that the lower cost approaches even

remotely the price of ordinary rub-
ber in the regular markets.,

Du Pont synthetic rubber could be
used in tires, but for the present it’s
limited to minor functions, such as
lining oil or gasoline hose. Natural
rubber, which is subject to oxidation,
breaks duvwn when submilled to the
chemical reactions of oil or gasoline
hose, so the $1l.per-pound artificial
rubber, which isn’t subject to oxida-
tion, is beginning to be used.

L R

1 have run into all kinds of informa-
tion about the so-called prostate gland
specialist, Dr. John R. Brinkley, a
former resident of your state. As this
seems to be an important issue, I would
like you to discuss it in The Freeman.

“Dr.” Brinkley’s goat gland opera-
tion is seientific quackery of the worst
kind and I feel it to be a moral duty
to warn my readers against this
charlatan. The man has absolutely
no standing in the world of science.
His methods are unethical and his
theories are valueless. He charges
$750 for an operation which is sup-
posed to attach the sexual glands of
a goal tuo men who are slipping into
sexual incompetence. His glib propa-
ganda hag brought him thousands of
victims, but there isn’t a scrap of
evidence to support his eclaim that
his operation restores lost manhood.
Believe absolutely nothing he says or
prints in support of his surgical
racket. It’s disgraceful!l when one ob-
serves the ease with which this braz-
en quack goes about the business of
cleaning out the bank-rolls of his
dupes. It speaks well for Kansas
when one seeg how that state put the
clamps on Brinkley. and made him
stop his contemptible practice, but
this quack merely moved down to
Texas, where the authorities permit
him to go his cherry way, frisking
the sick and near-sick for all they
are worth.

L
How many touristg visit Washington,
D.C.?

In 1933, 1,756,000 tourists visited
Washington; in 1984, 2,076,000; in
1935, 2,534,000.

W ¥

How many federal employes are there
in the District of Columbia? What is
the population of the district?

About 115,000, compared to 65,-
000 in June, 1933. The all-time high
was 117,000 during the World War.
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In January, 1936, the population was

about 500,000, as against 487,000 in | f

1930. In November, 1933, the feder-
al payroll, in Washington, was $9,-
614,500 for the month; for the month
of June, 1935, $15,754,000.

e e o

How many people have registered for
jobs with the U.S. Bmployment Service?

The federal government’s employ-
ment exchanges have 9,000,000 regis-
trations from men and women seek-
ing work. "

Is it true that there is a serious short-
age of skilled labor in certain lines?

The motor car and machinery
trades report shortage of skilled la-
bor, but this is explained by the fact
hat many of the skilled workers who
were thrown out of their jobs early
in the depression have now become
unemployable. Another element, ac-
cording to the American Federation
of Labor, is the fact that the em-
ployers in these trades have black-
listed many thousands of skilled work-
ers because of union activity, The
Department of Labor reports that
while it’s true there is a shortage of
such labor in certain localities, there
is no shortage on a nation-wide scale.

L I I

How many acreg are heing farmed in
this country by Jews, compared with the
beginning of the century?

The Jewish Agricultural Society,
New York City, reports that more
than 1,500,000 acres are owned by
Jewish farmers, with a Jewish farm
population of 100,000, In 1900, the
acreage was 12,000, with 216 farm
families,

L R 3

How many persons are there on the
payrolls of the federal government?
There were 798,700 employes of
the government in December, 1935;
on March 4, 1933, 564,500, an In-
crease of 234,200. It ig held by in-
formed politicians that each federal
job holder is good for 40 votes. On
his basis, the present administration
ought to be able to count on 11,800,000
on the basis of its vote-pulling em-
ployes. In additlon, of course, is the
volume of votes the Democrats can
expect indeper’lx:ienfx‘ of gob patronage.

How many people are there now at
work under WPA?

The Works Progress Administra-
tion reports that on January 25, 1936,

the employes numbered 3,725,812, as
ollows: WPA Projects, 2,926,630;
CCC, 486,812; others, 812,370 (the
last figure includes 131,118 under the
Department of Agriculture and 32,-
179 under Resettlement projects).
The WPA was given an initial fund
of $1,291,828,000, which is expected
to be depleted in April, 1Y36. When
this money is exhausted, the Presi-
dent, according to hig statement, will
transfer to WPA funds from the
$4,800,000,000 appropriated for relicf
by the .previotlx‘s Congr;ss.

How much silver is the federal govern-
ment holding, compared with gold?

The U.S. Treasury, on February 11,
1936, reported holdings of silver esti-
mated at 1,642,000,000 ounces, with
a money value of $2,118,600,000. The
Treasury’s gold holdings have a mon-~
etary value of $10,154,460,000. This
makes the government’s silver worth
about one-fifth of its store of gold—
21,8 percent, to be exact, as against
12 percent when the department be-
gan its silver buying on a large scale,
in 1984, If the federal authorities
intend to keep silver holdings at one-
third of gold, it will be necessary to
buy almost 1,000,000,000 more ounces
of silver.

* e %

Dr. A. Strachstein, of New York
City, is one of the best-known author-
ities on urology, and I'm glad to count
him among my readers, albeit he
sends me a letter of complaint on one
point. His letter:

“I have passed yvur recenl issue
along among my friends for the
purpose of enlisting them as readers
of your valuable and instructive pa-
per. They were all impressed with
the intellectual and high contents
of its columns, but they pointed out
to me the incongruity of some of
the low quack ads that recently
crept into your paper.

“l am sorry that 1 must agree
with them, How do you allow such
a fake to creep intu your paper as
this ‘men’s developers’? You, as an
intelligent man, know that it is an
out and out fake, yet you lend the
columns of your paper to defrand
your readers.

“The effect of this ad on your pa-
per is the same as if one would
thrust a piece of mud on a beauti-
ful painting.” )

Dr. Strachstein, who is a brilliant
specialist in wvenereal diseages, refers
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to a small ad which offered sanitary
rubber goods and which also contain-
ed the following sentence buried in
the text: “We also have men’s de-
velopers.” I hadn’t noticed thig line
before and was glad to have my at-
tention called to it by Dr. Strachstein.
It sounds bunky, though I really don’t
know what the advertiser is talking
about. Is it some device to enlarge a
man’g organ? If it is, it’s a fake, and
won't be permitted in this paper
again.

That’s the only point I know that
upports Dr. Strachstein’s complaint.

Fope that he, a practicing urologist
who knows how destructive venereal
liseases are, doesn’t intend to include
ads offering rubber goods as fakes.
Here, of course, 1 don’t see eye to
eye with the doctor. I know there
are puritanical objections to such ad-
vertisements, but that doesn’t mean
a- thing to an editor who rejects
puritanical notions about sex. I'm
sure that if many of Dr. Strachstein’s
patients had used sanitary rubber
goods (condoms to you) at the prop-
er time they wouldn't be suffering
from the clap or syphilis and tax-
ing the doctor’s scientific ability to
arrest or eradicate the evils.

Dr. -Strachstein, by the way, has
written a valuable book for me, en-
titled The Price We Pay, which is a
scientist’s discussion of the various
phases of the vencreal disease prob-
lem. The book is now on the press
and when issued will be of great
help to laymen who want authentic
information on this too-hushed sub-
ject. I'm sure my readers will follow
Dr. Strachstein’s arguments with the
closest attention and be benefited by
his vast experience in a field that
has had altogether too little public-
ity, though of late I’ve noticed a
healthy change of attitude, Where
only a few short years ago, venereal
diseases were considered beneath no-
tice, the intelligent world of today
knows that that attitude meang igno-
‘ance, suffering and early death. The
mindg of the people are being opened
to the discoveries of science, thanks
to the efforts of such authorities as
Dr. Strachstein, who are ready to put
aside their duties as practitioners
ong enough to write popularized
treatises for laymen.

I have just enrolled in a “100 Percent

Self-Correcting Course in the English
Language,” put out by the Sherwin
Cody School of English, at a cost of
$30. Do you think I'm wasting my time
and money?

You undoubtedly will get some
good out of this “course,” but it
seems to me that you won’t get $30
worth of good out of it. There isn’t
a thing in that “course” that you
couldn’t get from about 20 of my Lit-
tle Blue Books, and you know how
much less than $30 they’ll cost you.
By the way, Rex. R. Eastman, who
compiled several valuable books for
me (The Liberty Book of Quotations,
Famous Dates in History), is now at
work on a Self-Teaching Manual of
English, which I plan to issue at a
doliar per copy, and I’ll bet you a
good dinner you'll get more out of
that 60,000-word book than a dozen
“courses,” Watch for the announce-
ment of that helpf;l, I?X‘W~priced book.

George Bedborough, who lectures with
Joseph McCabe at the Leicester Sec-
ular Society, in England, writes me
a pleasant letter, in which he suggests
that I become interested in one of his
favorite pocts. I confess, contritely
of course, that The Freeman has
been woefully lacking in its apprecia-
tion of poetry, and the result has
been several pained comments from
readers who like poetry. Of course,
Pm really fond of good poetry, as my
record as editor of the Little Blue
Books shows. I've done more than
my share in the work of bringing
fine poetry to the attention of the
American public, but I'm willing to
add that I certainly should have done
much more. Being so busy with
problems of politics, econamiecs, in-
ternational affairs, Frecthought, sci-
ence, history and philosophy, I may
be forgiven if I slight some of the
great arts. '
Mr. Bedborough writes:
. The enclosed poem by T. E. Brown
is probably unknown to your read-
ers. It is one of the best bits.of
sardonic eloquence ever penned.
Brown was born in the Isle. of
Man in 1830. Became a schoolmas-
ter, and died in 1897. Every anthol-
ogy I've come across printed his
very worst peem, silly and not even -
pretty-pretty: (“A garden is a
pleasant thing, God-wot.”) But it
calls the Atheist a fool, and that

is good enough to immortalize any-
body’s poem.
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Brown was first recognized by
W. E. Henley, whose “Head was
blogdy but unbow’d” was recently
in your columns. Henley wrote
a glorious eulogy of this most hu-
man of poets and humanest of men.

T, E. B. loved the habits, manners
and dialect of his Manx peasants
and wrote a delightful series of
verses called “Fo’c’stle Yarns” about
these humble fisher folk. s

His poem “Katherine Kinrade,”
glorifying an “immoral” woman who
had been condecmned by Bishop
Wilson—of the island—is a magnifi-
cent impeachment of the puritan
moralists.

The poem enclosed (“Sunset at
Chagford”) was so heretical that
Brown’s publishers refused to in-
clude it in the printed volume of
Brown’s works—until after the poet
was dead.

Strange as it seems, the “Answer”
(God’s answer to Man’s indictment)
was published without the poem to
which it was an answer. I append
a few lines of this “Reply” which
is full of fine poetry, but is no an-
swer at all. It is mainly remarkable
(apart, from its exquisite phrasing)
for Brown’s recognition that God
does not make anything simply be-
cause He cannot. Man is Lord, not
1!

The two Brown poemg follow,
thanks to Mr. Dedborough’s interest:

from DARTMOOR

SUNSET AT CHAGFORD : Homo
Loquitur

By T. E. BROWN

Ig it ironical, a fool enigma,

This sunset show?

The purple stigma,

Black mountain cut upon a saffron
glow—

Is it a mammoth joke,

A riddle put for me to guess,

Which, having duly honoured, I may
smoke

And go to bed,

And snore,

Having a soothing consciousness

Of something red?

Or is it more?
Ah, is it, is it more?

A dole perhaps?

The scraps

Tossed from the table of the revelling
gods?

What odds!

I taste them—Lazarus

Was nourished thus!

But, al] the same, it surely is a cheat—

Is this the stuff they eat?

A cheat, a cheat!

Then let the garbage be—

Some pig-wash! Let it vanish down the
sink

Of night! °'T is not for me,

I will not drink

Their draff,

While throned on high, they quaff

The fragrant sconce.

Say, “’tis an anodyne”—

It never shall be mine!

I want no opiates—

I want to be co-equal with their fates—

I will not be put off with temporal pre-
tence:

I want to be awake, and know, not stand

Ali-ld itare at waving of a coniurer’s

and.

But is it speech

Wherewith they strive to reach

Our poor inadequate souls?

The round earth rolls:

I cannot hear it hum—

The stars are dumb—

The voices of the world are, in my. ear,

A sensuous murmur. Nothing speaks

But man, my fellow—him I hear

And understand. But beasts and birds

And winds and waves are destitute of
words.

What is the alphabet the Gods have set?

What babbling, what delusion!

And in these sunset tints what gay con-
fusion.

Man prints his meaning. Hag a letter

Determinate., I know that it is better

Than all this cumbrous hieroglyph.

The “For”-—the “If”—

Are growth of man’s analysis.

The gods in bliss scrabble a baby jargon
on the skies

For us to analyse!
idiotic— .

A party-coleured symbolism,

The fragments of a shivered prism.

MAN gives the swift demotic! ‘

Cumbrous? Nay,

The leech

Looks from its muddy lair

And sees a silly something in the air—

Call you thiy SPEECH?

O God! If it be speech,

Speak plainer i

If Thou wouldst teach

That I shall be a gaincr!

The hour of picture alphabets is gone;

We are not now so weak;

We are too old to con the horn-book
of our youth.

Time lagg~—

O rip this obsolete blazon into rags

And speak! O, speak.
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from “RESPONDET?”

“] am old and blind
I have no speech
Wherewith to reach
Your quick selecting ears.
And yet I mark your tears.
You see, I am a servant, that is it:
Youw've hit
The mark—a servant;
word— -
Why, you are Lord, if anyone is Lord.
For I can do no more, wherefore
I am not vexed.
But I
Who have not sat
Obeying Mine own laws,
Since first into the void I swam,
Persist, because .
I am but what I am.
L I S

for the other

i+
Wouldn’t it be a great achievement if it
were possible to issue all of Joseph
McCabe’s works in one large volume?

As a prioter, I'd cerlainly say it
would be an achievement—the great-
est in the history of the graphic arts.
It would have to be some volume, for
it’s a fact that McCabe has written
more than 200 large volumes. One of
McCabe’s works containg 1,250,000
words. I'm afraid you won’t be able
o see your wish granted. At a rough
guess, I'd say that McCabe’s com-
plete wordage would make a set o
bookg twice the size of the latest En-
cyclopedia Brﬁanrgca.

*
Let me suggest that you issue a His-
tory of Freethought.

That’s a good idea, and I'll be hap-
py to act on it. The late J. M. Ro-
bertson wrote o hofty History of
Freethought, and it contained sound
scholarship, but, alas, Robertson’s
literary style is hard to follow. The
man knew a great deal, but unfor-
tunately didn’t know how to tell
about it. Joseph McCabe has even
greater scholarship—being familiar
with about 40 sciences—and if he
were to write a history on the sub-
ject you suggest he would present his
material in an orderly way, kegp the
manuscript reasonably short, and
garnish the dish with a racy, peppy
style that would hold the attention
of the average literate re~der. Thanks
for the idea. I’ll see what can be
done about it.

Let the Atheists put into the finest
building on earth all the rulers of the
nations, all the scientists in the world
and put at thcir disposal all the scien-

tific achievements of man, and not any
one of them nor any group could make
a common fishing worm. Would not
this convince any sane person that there
is a God? :

This is what is known in logic as .
a mon sequitur, or as it’s sometimes
calied, fallacia consequentis. Our
friend has drawn an inference that
doesn’t follow from the premises he
has established. To argue that there
must be a God because no man can
create life is to take a swift trip in
logic that gets one nowhere in a
hurry. First of all, there is consider-
able evidence to prove that our sei-
entists have been able to produce
artificially simple forms of life,
though they haven’t been able to man-
ulacture so complicated a biological
structure as a “common fishing
worm.” Such an organism is highly
complex, but the fact that scientists
have been able to make progress in
exceedingly simple spheres could log-
ically imply that in time they may
even be able to produce a worm. If
this steady progress were to be
achieved, would it therefore mean
that there is no God? My corre-
spondent’s proposition turns back on
him, for it’s plain that he is not in

¢ |touch with the latest developments

in the world of science.

But, let us grant that science will
never turn out any complex organism
by artificial means. This, after all,
is the point of my amateur logician’s
argument. Does this, by any stretch
of the imagination, prove the exist-
cnce of a supernatural body thal gues
around creating biological organ-
isms? We have here a perfect non
sequitur—man doesn’t do a certain
thing, therefore there must be a God
to do that certain thing.

There are several assumptions
here. First, there ig the basic notion
that life was “created,” when every
scrap of evidence gathered by scien-
tists, during the past few centuries,
indicates that there is no validity to
the creationist theory—that life de-
veloped by evolutionary processes.
But, argues our thcistic logician, if
you go back far enough you will find
it necessary to bring in a Creator
whose job it is to get the organism
started. The answer here is equally
effective, for it remains to be shown
that anything, however simple, was
over “started,” or “made,” or “ereat-
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gi’(’i by some personal or impersonal
0d.,

So far as we can tell—from ob-
.servation, analysis, tests, research—
the materials of the universe have al-
ways been in existence. 'That as-
sumption is based on experience, and
in order to refute it our logician
would be compelled to prove that the
materials of the universe didn’t exist
at one time, but were created at some
particular moment in cosmic history
by some supernatural power who be-
came tired of enduring a matterless,
empty void. There has never been
an iota of evidence produced in all
history to warrant such an assump-
tion.

If matter is indestructible and un-
creatable, we should, in all sanity,
assume that the common fishing worm
(which my correspondent makes so
much over) developed after millions
of years—or billions of years—of
evolutionary impulses. The circum-
stances of environment were favor-
able to the development of a worm.
But, our Theist claims that some
supernatural being set out one fine
morning to ecreate fishing wormg s0
that my correspondent might have
an easier time when he goes down
to the nearby stream for a mess of
catfish.

At that, it wasn’t so very long ago
that apologists for the God-idea held
in all seriousness that the common
worm was made by God so that man
would be able to catch the elusive
fish. If God did that, he certainly
did man a turn, but one would like
to get the opinion of the common fish-
ing worm on this question. He might,
could he voice his protests, claim that
God was a menace to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness—from the
viewpoint of the worm. But even
Theists rarely bring up such shoddy
arguments any more, though one still
meets them among the less-educated
believers.

Our logician picks out the fishing
worm, because he knows it will be
many, many years before science will
be able to advance to the stage where
such life can be made artificially.
But should that be achieved, he could
go a few miles up the biological scale
and insist that man create a croco-
dile or, perforce, grant the exist-
ence of a God. And having done that,
he could sifll hide behind another

argument and blandly call on scien-
tists to manufacture a cosmic system,
with a few Milky Ways thrown in for
good measure,

L .
Are the theater.chains held by large
movie companies jncreasing since the
depression?

At their peak, five large com-
panies owned 3,600 movie theaters.
In 1936, these holdings were reduced
to 2,220. The five companies follow,
with their peak figure first and their
present number of theaters second:
Paramount, 1,600, 1,210; 20th Cen-
tury-Fox, 1,000, 300; Warner, 600,
450; Loew’s, 200, 170; Radio-Keith-
Orpheum, 200%90.*

How many nalives Indiars are there in
both American continents?

The total population of the West-
eri Hemisphere, in 1936, is 247,246,-
000, Of this population, 15,620,000, or
6.31 percent, are native Indians, and
30,933,000, or 12 percent, are Mestizos.
In North America (from Greenland to
U.S.) there are 487,000 Indians (in-
cluding Mestizos), or 0.36 percent of
the total population of 132,874,000. In
Mexico, Antilles and Central Ameri-
ca there are 6,642,000 Indians and
11,868,000 Mestizos, the former being
20.94 percent and the latter being 37
percent of the total population of
31,706,000. In South America, there
are 8,491,000 Indians and 19,065,000
Mestizos, the former being 10.27 per-
cent and the latter being 23 percent
of a total pgxl‘)ula’xt‘ion*of 82,666,000.

members of the present
How many
have mus-

How many
Congress are bald-headed?
have beards? How many
taches?

Bald-headed Congressmen number
52. Only one Congressman has 2
beard. Thirty-one have mustaches.
Authority: House of Representatives
barber shop.

Which place in the world have artists
painted most?

The Grand Canal, in Venice, which,
according to art authorities at the
Louvre, has been used in more than
100,000 paintings.

R R

I smoke a pack of cigarettes each day.
How much am I paying the Federal
government in “hidden taxes” yearly?
$21.90. w* o B
How old is radio?
24 yoors.
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AAA, what was its effect upon peanu®
growers, 73
Benefited middle-men more than it did
peanut growers, 73.
American Bulletin, blames Jews for as-
sassination of Huey Long, 61.
Is an organ of the Fascist poison

squad, 61.
American capitalism, is a combination of
social democracy and industrial

autocracy, 37.
American flag, symbolizes best tradl-
tions of America, 33.
American Freeman, suggested method of
increasing its circulation, 89.
Number of questions its readers may
ask is unlimited, 79.
Its questions selected on basis of gen-
eral interest, 79.
Has neglected poetry, 113.
American Houses, Inc., offers low-cost
housing, 24.
Claims huge savings
25.
“Americaniom,” uced ag a mask by ex-
ploiters and reactionaries, 4.

American Jews, should bring suit against
disseminators of anti-Semitie libels,
6.
Are foolish to
propaganda, 96.
Should fight anti-Semitism vigorously,
97.
Find their greatest field in business
of distribution, 100.
Number of, 104.
Farm holdlngs of, 112.
American Legion, is led by reactionar-
ies and red-baiters, 45.
Sceks to suppress rad‘cal minorities,

in production,

ignore anti-Semitic

American people, have become aware of
Coughlin’s Fascism, 63.
Would like to preserve as much of the
old order ag possible, 72.
Can be educated to appreciate the val-
ue of Socialism, 72.
Are they ready for Rocialism, 72.
Number incurably insane, 78.
Number who are feeble-minded, 91.
Will spring to arms to defend free-
dom, 104.
Americans, should they seek employment
in Soviet Union, 66.
Should let the Soviet Union work out
its own problems, 66.
Should. devote their best energies to
improving American life, 66.

Amerifcan youth, employment statistics
of, 87.
Millions are unable to find employ-

ment, 87. )
Ameringer, Oscar, charged with sup-
porting Ku Klux Klan, 18

Has not refuted Oneal, charges, 19.
“And /or,” is a crime against good Eag-
lish, 47.
A defense of its use, 91, 92.
Anti-Semites, pay no attcntlon to truh,
101

Anti-Semitism, is being vigorously pro-
moted in the U.S., 97.
Will feature the political campaign of
1936, 97.
Appeal to Reason, expos:d Catholic in-
trigue in Mexico,
Arabs, is God giving them a harsh deal,
15.
Arms and the Clergy, quotations from,
106, 107, 108, 109,
Atheism, definition of, 81.
Contrasted with Materialism, 57.
Autarchy, dofinition of, 85.
Has proved to be a failure in Gor-
many, 85.
Automobiles,
1950, 53.
Value of production of in 1985, b4.
Amounts paid in taxes and accessories
for, b4. )
Automobile engine, what is its rate of
efficiency, 74.
Aymar, Gordon C., wrote Bird Flight,
62

estimated number of in

Baby, aunovuncement card for, 17.

Baldwin, Stanley, calls Rhine England’s
first line of defense, 30.
Banks, how they evade respons’bility
for depositor’s money, 27.
Their depositors share risks but not
profits, 27.
Refuse to accept responsibility for
default of correspondents, 27.
Are losing many customers, 28,
Charge customers for protecting the'r
own maney, 40.
Are making enormous profits through
service charges, 76.
Majority of now make service cha-ges;
|2,
Were gaved for Capitalism by Roose-
velt’s measutes, 102.
Beard, Dr. Charles A., exposes Pelley’s
Franklin “quotations.” 23.
Brands Pelley’s Franklin “guotations”
a “bare-faced forgery,” 23.
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Bedborough. George, likes The American
Freeman, 74.
" Wrote Arms and the Clergy, 105, 106.
Calls attention to a favorite poet, 113.
Beethoven, given first place in radio
poll, 69.
Bellamy, Edward, his Looking Backward
has had tremendous influence, 17.
Bible, its sales have been hit bv depres-
sion, 28,
Is approached in a critical spirit by
: the more intelligent, 49.
Birds, how high can they fly, 53.
H%\; keen is their sight and hearing,
How deep can they dive in water, 62,
Which fly the farthest, 62.
Which flys fastest, 62,
Birkhead, L. M., his story of Earl Car-
roll and the bathing beauty, 41.
Rlanquism, definition of, 28.
Bledsoe, S. T., statement on Diesel en-
gine, 68,
Bowes, Major, has put over a neat piece
of explaitation, K2.
Uses aspirations of amateurs to enrich
himself, 52.
Brandenburg, William A., does he write
for “learned” publications, 74.
Hires a ghost writer to pen his
“learned” articles, 74.
Bridge, chances of drawing a perfect
hand in, 66.
Brinkley, Dr. John R, his goat-gland
. operation is quackery, 111.

Brisbane, Arthur, his claim for Los
Angeles is erroneons, 2.

British imperialism, uses Zionists to
promote schemes of English capital-
ism, 16.

Brobst, Harry, lauds Haldeman-Julius
press, 39.

Broderick, Mrs. F. J.. passes her Free-
man on to friends, 95, 96.
Brown, Bishop W. M_, is now an Atheist
and Communigt, 82.
Brown, T. E,, was one of the humanest
of poets, 113, 114.
A description of his works, 114.
Excerpt from his Respondet, 115,

Bryan, William Jennings, an estlmate‘

of, B.
Tried to stop Morgan war- loans to
British, 5.
Was the vietim of jingoistic press
attacks, b.
Stood consistently for peace while

Secretary of State, b
His diplomatic policy was sane and
correct, 6,
Bullitt, William, asked Lenin how long
“Red Terror” would continue, 109.
Butadien, developed by Germany as 2
rubber substitute, 110, 111
Cannot compete with natural rubber
on a cost basis, 111,
Califano, Michael, his paintings destroy-
ed by Nazi hoodlums, 10.

Campbell, Clarence 8., forms Freethink-
ers’ Club, 88.
Canada, is it ready for Socialism, 7.
Is even more monopolistic than the
Ny

Its wealth controlled by a small group,

7. .

Is exploited by a banking monopoly, 7.

Suffers under a Catholic-imposed
censorship of literature, 12.

Its censors make pornography a pre-
text, 12,

Its Postmaster General refuses to di-
vulge list of forbidden books, 13.
Exlamples of its literary censorship,

3.

Has no Prime Minister, 28,
Canadian censors, their conduct
brazen, 13. '
Canadian Nationalist, restrained by Ca-
nadian court from circulating “rit-
ual murder” libel, 6.
Capitalism, depends on foreign trade to
dispose of its surpluses, 21,
Has failed to keep the economic ma-
chine running, 22.
Examples of its inconsistencies and
paradoxes, 38.
Patching it up will never cure its ills,
72,

is

Will endure as long' as private owner-
ship of means of production is tol-
erated, 7T2.

Ungrateful to Roosevelt for his ser-
vices, 101.

Capitalists, believe war will restore their
lost foreign trade, 21.

Wanted their system saved free of .
charge, 101.

Catholic Action, what is behind its eam-
paign, 24. .

CCC camps, amount of food they con-
sume, 63.

Chadbourn, Prof. J. H., wrote Lynching
and the Law, 28.

Chaplin, Charles 8., can give the world
belly laughs, 41.

His past hits should be revived, 41,

42,
Chase, Stuart,
Business, 62,
Chiang Kai-Shek, General, heads mili-
tary dictatorship in China, 10.
Is one of the bloodiest murderers in
history, 11.
Getg huge revenue from opium traf-
fie. 11
Encourages opium traffic, 11.
Chiang Kai-Shek, Madame, wrote New
Life in Old Chma, 10.
Hex article on China drips with sweet-
ness and light, 10,
Says nothing about opium in her arti-
cle, 11.
Chicks, how cannibalism amongst them
can be prevented, 40.
Child, why it develops fear of death,
88, 89.
Children, usually pay little heed to mox-

wrote Government in
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bid subjects, 89.
China Clipper, some facts about it, 44.
Chinese farmer, income of, 25.
Christian Science, always toadys to the
rich and powerful, 32.
Christian Science Monitor, lauds Brit-
ish royalty, 32.
Published expose of Protocols, 34. 35.
Cigarette smoker, yearly tax puid by,
116.
Civilization, has been largely built by
Freethinkers, 43.
Civil War, not respons'ble for low culi-
ber of Southern statesmanship, 62.
Should it be called by that name, 78.
Clerics, use childish arguments in de-
fense of Theism, 70.
Are anti-social and parasitie, 93.
How they supported war and militar-
ism, 106, 107, 108, 109.
Only a (liny minority denounced
World War, 107.
Were sure God was on the side of the
Allies, 108.
Coin-tossing, comments on by various
: readers, 90.
Cold, what is good for
whisky, 70.
Coleridge, S. T., described Shakespeare
as “myriad-minded,” 52.
Columbia University, is a center for
Italian Fascist propaganda, 14.
Cunununism, was never a menace
Germany, 19,
Its theory of rewards, 39.
Contrasted with Socialism, 54.
Is predicated upon “dletatorship of
the proletariat,” B55.
Communist journalists, squirm when
they discuss Franco-Russian pact, 4.
Communists, their reaction to Franco-
: Russian Pact, 3.
Make jesuitical statements regarding
Franco-Russian pact, 4.
Fight opium traffic in China, 11.
Are they “more revolutionary” than
Socialists, 38.
Their parade was featured by “God”
himself, 88.
Believe Capitalism must be
thrown by violence, B55.
Are they perceiving the error of their
ways, b56.
Their promises of reform must be
taken with caution. 56.
Is their plea for a United Front sin-
cere, 68,
Composers, lists of most popular, se-
lected by a radio vote, 69.
Consumcr’s Research, its aim is profits,
not service, 46,
Seeks to limit its information to sub-
scribers, 46,

Coolidge, Calvin, remark on war debts,
42,

one besides

in

over-

Cooperative Commonwealth Federation,
is it a real Socialist party, 7.
Ity influence promotes coalition of

Liberals and Cunservalives in Can
ada, 7. :
An outline of its development, 7, 8.
A statement of its aims, 7
Puts scare into old parties in Can-
ada, 7.
Seeks to
use, 8.
Is now the second party in British
Columbia, 8. .

Cooperative Distributors, an organization
worth watching. 47.

Cooperative movement, is making splen-
did headway in the U.S.. 46.

Cooperatives, an outline of their activ-
ities in Sweden, 12,

Coughlin, Father Charles E, his Na-
tional, Union could become the
sword-arm of Fascism, 24.

Is he just “shooting off his mouth,”
40

inaugurate production for

Is an intellectual contortionist, 44.
Does an about-face on the question of
Roosevelt, 44.

‘Why he is called “Father,” 62Z.

May stage a come-back, 63.

His influence is waning, 63.
Criminals, are usually religious, 50.
“Cure-alls,” will not solve economie

problems, 22,
Danzig, result of its elections discredits
“menace of Communism,” 19.
Darrow, Clarence, 1s he religious, 30.
Proclaims himself a Materialist, 80.
Doesn’t like the word “Atheism,” 81.
Darwin, Charles, h's Origin of Species
appeared after publication of Com-
munist Manifesto, 70.

Darwinism, exerecised great influence on
Socialist thought, 70.

Davies, Marion, is nct the lawful Mrs,
Hearst, 80.

De Bono, General, how le “freed” the
slaves of Adowa, 63.

Debs, Eugene V., isvued statement op-
posing violenee, 6.

Denmark, a comparison of its Socialist
and Communist vote, 15.

Deposit insurance, is a snare and a de-
lusion, 40, 41.

How it works under present arrange-

ment, T5.

Would not be adequate to stem an-

other banking panie, 75.

Der Ammenkoenig, is a pornographic
German film, 99.

Diesel engine, it is more efficient than
steam power, 68.

District of Columbia, population of, 112.

Divine, Father, his dupes marched in
Communist parade, 33.

Du Pont Company. manufactures syn-
thetic rubber, 111.

Use of its synthetic rubber is lim‘ted,

111

Economic questions, are too complex for
many to grasp, 22,

Eddy, Nelson, has mare sex-appeal than
Lawyence Tibbett, 28,
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Eden., Anthony, contrasts Stalin to Hit-
ler by inference, 20
Engels, Friedrich, kept a mistress, 70.
England, origin of its tithe war, 33. -
Its farmers still forced to pay tribute
to the clergy, 83.
Has had no deaths from strikes in 75
years, 110.
Frastianism, definition of, 96.
Ethiopia, will continue guerrilla war-
fare, even in rainy season, 79.
Is accurate and truthful in its war
dispatehes, 87.
Executions, statistics of, 31.
Fascism, can it happen here, 10.
Wil] have hard time getting started
in U.S., 10.
Capitalism’s answer to
nistie violence, 55.

Is

Makes little progress in countries with/|

a demoeratie tradition, BB.

Why it has declined in France, 77, 78.]

Fascists, will not find that America is
their oyster, 104, -

Feather, William an able business ecom-
mentator, 17.

Federal Deposit Insurance,
for it, 40,

“Fee-splitting,” how it works, 81, 82,

Is an unethical practice, 82.

Finlayson, D., questions Jeans’s conclu-
sion with regard to tossing of coins,
57, 58.

Fishing worm, is not proof of God’s ex-
istence, 115, 116.

Did God create it to aid men in catch-

ing fich, 116.

Five-cent cigar, is still an unattained
ideal, 41.

Florida, statistics of its tourist trade,
66, 67.

Ford, Henry, hiz 1935 sales, 110.

Foreword, definition of, 25.

who pays

Forgeries, are favorite weapons of re-

ligious bxgots, 36.
Fortune magazine, makes survey of Jews
in American industry, 99.
Fowler, Justice Chester A,
uscr . of “and /or,” 47,
France, l-arned a lesson of Hitler and
Mussolini, 78.

Its Leftist elements united to avert
Faseism, 78.
Franco-Russian pact,
imperialism, 5.
Franklin, Benjamin, would not be gullty

of anti- Semltlsm, £3.
Freethinkers a list of, 43.
French people, are reahsts, 78
French Revolution, was one of
grandest moments in history, 58.
A summary of its results, 58,
Frogs, is there profit in raising, 94.
General E'ectric Corporation, forced to
cut prices by competition of Swed-
ish cooperatives, 12,
General Motors Corporatlon, made enor-
mous” profits in 1935, 101.
German Army, may.: assume qontqu if

criticizes

French

bolsters

the

commu-}|,

Hitler falls, 86.
Merely tolerates Hitler, 84.
German Jews, might have prevented
Hitler’s rise to power, T.
Germans, number of times they give
Nazi salute, 98.
Germany, will be freed from Hitler’s
tyranny by Socialists, 19.
Tts working elass refused to - parade
in Hitler’s honor, 32.
Why it arrests Catholics for violat-
ing monetary laws, 39, 40.
Used Rritish funds to make loans to
the Soviet Union, 48.
Destroyed restriction of Versailles
treaty long before Hitler’'s advent,
61.

Got war supplies from Allies during
World War, 83.

Its internal condition has
grave under Hitler, R4.

Will it rise against Hitlerism, 84.

Its capitalists have profited from sub-
sidizing Hitler. 85.

Its economic situation
desperate. 85.

Its war industries are feverishly ac-

become

ig  heecaming

tive, 8b.° .
Hag gained nothing by ruining Jews,
86.

Its radical workers organize secret-
ly against Hitler, 85.

Its Jows werae s1lgnt in face of anti-
Semitism, 96,

Uses charge of “immorality” to-rob
Jews of their moving picture prop-
erty, 99.

Its films are garbage, 99.

Size of its new army, 104,

Makes tires from synthetic rubber,
110, 111.

Gibraltar, has Great Britain’s hold on
it ever been challenged, 43, 44.
“Godlessness,” is a factor in the prog-

ress of Mexico and the Soviet Union,
56. .
Gold, cannot be praofitably
from sea water, 54.
World supply of, 61.
Goldberg, Dr. Isaac, is an able fighter
for his race, 97.
Prepares book exposing Protocols, 110,

Government literature, where to obtain,
50

extracted

Grand Canal, has served as. subject for
most paintings, 116.
Great Britaln, fears German alr raids,

30.
Number of Negroes it rules in Afri-
ea, 41.
Is - embarrassed by Italo-Ethiopian
war, 41.
Suffers from a huge quantity of idle
money, 48.

Germany and Soviet Union bidding
for its surplus, funds, 48.

Its bankers are in a predlcamﬂnt 48.

Will probably lend money to both

Germany and the Soviet Umon; 48.
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Had no bank failures as a result of
going off gold, 69.
Number of idle ships in its merchant
marine, 105,
Green, Homer M., supports Freeman
banking policy in letter to New York
Times, 36, 37.

Gunther, John, tells how German Re-

public broke down restrictions of|

Versailles, 61.
Haldeman-Julius, E., explains his tech-
nique of authorship, 26.
Prefers the U.S., 32.
Branded *“*Oath of Knights of Colum-
bus” as a fake, 85.
Doeg not put feet on desk, 69, 70.
Some of his readers offended by
criticisms of Townsend movement,
79.
His wealth has been greatly exagger-
ated, 80.
Nmaer posed as a savior of humanity,
80.
States his position as a publisher, 80.
Haldeman-Julius Publications, is strict-
ly a private husiness venture, 80.
Does not publish peornography, 94.
Will publish The Autobiography of a
Pimp, 94.
Offers valuable works on subject of
better English, 113.
Harlem, what was the cause of its race
riots, 19.
Tts business life dominated by whites,

19.

Harlem diet, what it is, 31.

Heatrst newsmen, will stoop to anything,
a7,

Hearst press, has conducted a steady
campaign of hatred against Japa-
nese, 8. ;

Hearst, William R., blames New Deal
for flight of Lindbergh, 67.

His henchmen forced Jon Lindbergh
to pose far pietures, 67.

Has no right to accuse others of “im-
morality,” 81.

Heart, speed of its beat determned by
size, 88

Heine, Heinrich, Nazis refuse to credit
him with authorship of Lorelei, 25.

Hillquit, Morris, statement of his beliefs
as a Socialist, 68, 69.

Hitler, Adolf, does he have right “to
rescue” Germans in foreign lands,
9

His prineciple of “rescuing” would
lead to endless wars, 9.

Seeks an alliance with Japan against
the Soviet Union, 9.

Will strike the Soviet Union without
warning, 10.

His My Battle has had vast reaction-
ary influence, 18.

Claims his Nazis saved Germany from
Communism, 19.

European statesmen believe him to be
erazy, 20.

His policies are bound to lead to war,
20.

Evidence indicates that he has Jewish
blood, 22.

His headsmen ice their axes, 27.

Gives workers poetry instead of so-
cial security, 32.

Has “unified” German people with
machine guns, 32.

Pluns Lv expand at expense of Soviet
Union, 36.

Why he will be a “harder nut to
cerack” than Mussolini, 45, 46.

His regime is based on organized
gangsterism, 46.

Will it take a world war to overthrow
him, 46.

Does not boss the German army, 84.

Has intensified persecution of Jews
and radicals, 84.

Hag failed to keep his radical prom-
_ises, 84.

What was behind his blood-purge of
1934, 84.

Was subsidized by German plutocrats,
84, 85.
Made the Jews scape-goats for Ger-
many’s misfortunes, 86.
His position grows more
each month, 85.

Used anti-Semitism as a pretext to
rob Jews, 86.

Is surrounded by worst collection of
blackguards in history, 86.

Can be overthrown only by violence,
86.

Will start another world war unless
he is overthrown, 885.

Hobson, J. A, wrote God and Mammon,

46 :

insecure

Hollywood, could not be expected to tell
truth about French Revolution, 58.
Holmes, Rev. John Haynes. calls Cough-
lin “the voice of Fascism,” 40.
Was one of few clerics to denounce
war, 107.
Hoover, Herbert, statement on Agnosti-
cism, 43. ‘
Shows -appalline ignorance in his re--
marks on religion, 43.
Did he try to ship gold out of the
U.S., 44.
Claims Great Britain’s desertion of
oold caused panie of 1933, 69.
Horsley, Rev. J. W., would limit slaugh-
ter to week-days, 107, 108.
House organs, as estimate of their value
as business-getters, 17.
Howells, W. D, statement on Mark
Twain’s Agnosticism, 52.
Humming-bird, how fest does it stroke
its wings, 62,
Ice eream, now vended by slot machines,
68.
Indians. number of in Western Hemis-
phere, 116.

Inflation, property better than money in

case of, 25
International Carrespondence Schonl, is
)
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an honest and efficient institution,
82,

Introduction, definition of, 25.

Italian labor, receives starvation wages,

Italy, propagandists picture it as a par-
adise, 14.
Number of
with U.S,, 14,

Has suffered steady loss of foreign
trade, 14,

Wages have fallen and cost of living
has risen, 15.

Apparent reduction in unemployment
due to army recrultmg, 15.

Does its labor receive 25¢ per hour,
16.

Its chemists make a wool substltutc
from cheese, b4,

What will be its reaetion if Ethiopian
campaign fails, 59.

Its budget has been unbalanced since
1925, 61.

Faces terrific problem
troops in Ethiopia, 76.

Is untruthful in its dispatches from
the front, 87,

Its capitalists withhold
people, '88.

Was not menaced by Communism when
Mussolini stole power, 98.

Its future course if Mussolini were to
fall, 98, 99.

Japan, tts common people are against

a war with the U.8,

Would find difficulty in takmg Siberia,

automobiles compared

in supplying

land from

Has an unfavorable balance of trade
with the U.S., 84.

Builds rallroads leadmg to strategic
points i1: Siberia, 76.

Japanese, are exempted from Hitler's
persecution of non-Aryans, 9.
Japanese electrlc bulbs, foreed redue-

tion in price of American product,
Jeans, Sir James, comment on laws of
chance in tossing of coins, 57,

Jews, is their history explained by di-|

vine providence, 16,

Are numerically insignificant in U.S.
government, 18.

Enjoyed the friendship of Alexander,
Caesar and Napoleon, 25.

Charge that they plan to rule world
gold market ig ridieulous, 28.

Are less criminal, in proportion, than
the general population, 81.

Are they responsible for immorality
in movies, 99.

Are they heavily represented in Amer-
ican industry, 99.

Are only a small factor in Amerlcan
banking and ﬁnance, 99.

Are not represented in Amencan heavy
industry, 99.

Extent of their interest in ‘Ameriean
publishing field, 100,

Extent of their interest in American

advertising, radio, theaters and
movies, 100,
Do not get most lucrative law prac-
tice in New York City, 100.
Their position in American medicine,
101,
Thmr position in American agrxcul-
ture, 101.
“Jewish influence,” is a device of Hitler-
istic propaganda, 18.
Jingle, what is missing line of, 39,
Kagawa, T., an estimate of, 93.
Is the most famous Japanese Chris-
tian convert, 93.
Was brought to the U.S. to
souls,” 93.
Is a foe of Socialism and Commumsm,
93.
Kansas, its budget is always balanced,
64.
How it handles relief problem, 64.

Is not in a position to benefit from
fledera] Social Security Law, 64.
Deserves credit for ousting Dr. Brink-

ley, 111.
Kansas movie audiences, are addicted
to popcorn munching, 59.
King Carol, seeks to eradicate anti-
Semitism, 8. )
King Edward VIII, what will his policies
be, 83
Is pro-German and anti-French, 83.
Is sympathetic towards Hitler, 83.
Has leanings towards Fascism, 88.
Kiplinger Agency, comments on situa-
tion in Italy and Germany, 97, 98.
Terms Italy’s Ethiopian campaign “a
dud,” 97.
Predicts internal crisis
and Italy, 98.
La Follette, Governor Philip, has mis-
conception of Soeialism, 26.
Landon, Governor Alf M., facts about
hig “budget-balancing,” 64.
Put relief burden on counties
federal government, 64.
Is serupulously honest, 64.
Respects the principles of civil lib-
erty, 64,

Is not the Hearst type of man, 64. -
Lang, C. A., likes Joseph McCabe’s essay
on The Crusades, 91. .

Praiseg Little Blue Books, 91.
Comment on laws of chance, 90, 91.
Larkin, William P. organizes Knights
of Columbus for Catholic Action, 24,
“Law_ of combined development,” ex-
planation of,
Laws of chance, an illustration of, 53,
How they apply to tossing of coins,
b7, 8.
Leese, A, 8., wrote vile articles on *rit-
ual murder,” 6.
Legalized violence, extent of in the U.
i3]
Offers an immense and fertile field
of research, 110.
Lenin, was an opponent of Blanquism,

“save

in Germany

and
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Had no children, 31.
Conversation with William Bullitt re-
garding “Red Terror,” 109.

Levine, Isaac Don, is a professional
anti-Soviet poison-peddler, 83.

Liars, continue to spread lies even after
they are discredited, 381.

Lincoln, Abraham, quotation from op-
posing dictators, 28.

Linfield, Dr. H. 8., gives statistics show-
ing low proportion of Jewish erim-
inals, 81.

Long, Huey, was slain by a Catholic, 61.

Lusitania, was a legal target for sub-
marines, b.

Lynchers, are seldom convicted, 28.

Lynchings, majority occur in states
where Negroes receive harshest le-
gal punishment, 31.

MacKenzie, Duncan, likes The American
Freeman, 52.

Market forecasts, an example of their
unreliability, 49.

Are of little value, 49.
Marraro, Howard, writes propaganda for
~ Mussolini, 18, 14.
Claims Italians
of liberty, 14.
Makes false claim of rise in Italian
standard of living, 15.

Martin, Edward S., supports religious
obscurantism, 49.

Marx, Karl, his Das Kapital wields tre-
mendous influence, 17

Was a one-woman man, 70.

Materialism, contrasted with Atheism,

“accept” limitations

57.

- McCabe, Joseph, exposes fatuousness of
Roman Catholic case against birth
control, 13.

Is an able popularizer of secience, 29.

Aided Bishop Brown in preparation
of his works, 82.

Tells facts about Catholic castrations,

94,
Could ali] his works be published in
one volume, 115.
Has been amazingly prolifie in his
writing, 115.
Mellon, Andrew, why the government
sued him for income tax evasion,

20.

Mendenhall, Dr., said his movements in
Soviet Union were not restricted,
93.

“Mercy death,” comment on, 48, 49.

An argument in favor of it, 91.

Meteors, have they caused an increase
in size of the earth, 77.

Mexico, has been exploited by Catholic
Church far ecenturies, 61.

Its government enrages priests by
educating masses, 51.

Is making progress in improving the
condition of its people, 56.

Militarists, would resort to war to rem-
edy unemployment, 87.

Mind-liberating books, a list of, 39.

Morgan, J. P. Company, aided Mussolini
with loans, 98.

Motor car sales, in U.S. and Canada for
1935, 110.
Movie companies,

owned by, 1186.
Movie industry, is it a liberal or reac-
tionary force, 3, 4.
Supports religious obscurantism, 4.
1s always onh the side of the reaction-
aries, 4.
Has aspects of fascistic propaganda
machine, 4.
Mullikin, H. F,,
chance, 90.
Defends use of “and/or,” 91, 92.
Mussolini, his propagandist boasts of
Italy’s increased consumption of to-
bacco, 14.
His corrupt bargain with the Pope is
a furce for reaction, 14. :
Why does he deny all civil liberties,

number of theaters

comment on laws of

14, )
Claims Italians do not seek “com-
fortable life,” 14.

Asks his vietims to tighten their
belts, 15.

Has committed more murders than
Hitler, 44.

Italian Fascism will fall with him, 46.

Opposition to him is not dead in Italy,

His over-population argument is in-
consistent, 49,

How iong can he finance war in Ethio-
pia, 59. -

His Fthiopian ecampaign will be halt-
ed by the rainy season, 9.

His public improvements paid for by
American investors, 61.

Did1 not save Italy from Bolshevism,

61.

Did he free slaves of Ethiopia, 62, 63.

How tall is he, 63.

Has little to show for his Ethiopian
campaign, 76.

Refused to listen to his military ad-
vigers, 77.

Why he insisted an his minister re-
maining in Addis Ababa, 78.

His troops treated like monkeys by
Ethiopians, 78.

Is he “always right,” 79.

What he has done to Italy, 79.

Is always wrong, T9.

Hig theory of war, 87, 88.

Does not helieve permanent peace ia
possible or desirable, 88.

Enjoys rattling the saber, 88.

Uses blacks to fight his battles, 88.

Quotation from showing Jtaly eounld
support larger population, 88.

Would his downfall result in a Com-
munist revolution, 98.

Myers, Skillman E., finds The American
Freeman a valuable source of in-
formation, 110.

Nashville Parthenon, is a magnificent

masterpiece, 80.
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National Protective Insurance Company,
seems to be a reliable concern, 83.

Natural Body Brace Co., its product is
the bunk, 41,

New Deal, was not responsibie for flight
of Lindbergh, 67.

Newman, C. F.,, comment on laws of
chance, 90.

His argument appears far-fetched, 90.

Normandie, costs of operation and in-
come of, 65.

Norman Thomas-Earl Browder debate,
gg important and timely discussion,

.Can be obtained from Haldeman-Jul-
ius Publications, 81.

Norway, its premier is an interesting
character, 21.

Nye, Bill, hls charac*erlzatxon of Wag-
nerian opera, 91.
Oakes, Clarence P., makes a racket of
slandering the Soviet Union, 92.
Bragged of his daring in Soviet Un-
ion, 92, 93.

Oklahoma, had best Soecia'ist organiza-
tion in the U.S, 19.

“0Old Guard,” why it opposes Commun-
ist party, 45,

Olewin, M., believes in “mercy death,”
91, ‘

Oneal, James, why he attacks Oscar
Ameringer, 18.

Onions, why they bringa tears to the
eye, 43.

Opiult;\, is an easy problem to handle,

Over-population, can he solved hy hirth
control, 49.

Owen, Mrs. Ruth Bryan, lauds
mark’s old age pension, 47.

Fails to mention that Denmark’s gov-

ernment iz run by Socialists, 47.

Pacific Coast, does it still harbor anti-
Japanese feelings, 8.

Paine, Thomas, hiz puhlisher was jail-
ed, 47

Palestine,
that of Peoria, Ills., 29.

Peanut butter. is easily made, 74.

Peanuts, are goocd only when freshly
roasted, 78.

Statistics of produetion, 73.

Origin and history of, 73.

Are used for many purposes, 73.
Have a special attraction for base-
ball fans, 783.
Should be given
name, 74,
Pegler, Westhrook, reports on Musso-

lini’s size, 63.

Pelley, William Dudley, circulates anti-
Semitiec quotations, supposedly by
Benjamin Franklin, 23,

Cannot produce book showing Frank-

lin “quotations,” 23.

Is an American edition
Streicher, 28.
“Percent,” may be spelled two ways, b4.
“Peter’s pence,” what it is, 39.

Den-

a more attractive

of Julius

its entire wealth less than)

Phillips, Joseph B., quotation from, 15.

Poker, chanees of drawing a perfeet
hand in, 66.

Policemen, number in U, 8., 77,

“Political bedfellows,” definition of, 28.

Pollard, John Garland, quotations from
his A Connotary, 28.

Pope Pius XI, insists on his graft, 40.

Makes fatuous comment on Mexico
and the Soviet Union, 56.

His slur prompted by progress made
by Mexico and the Soviet Union,
b7,

Did not mention “godliness” of Fase-
ist Italy, BT7.

Blesses Mussolini’s campaign of ag-
gression against Ethiopia, 57.

Postal money orders, are cheap and

safe, 27.
Why they are cheaper than bank
checks. 75, 76.
Postal worker, comments on his fellow
employes, 95.
Postal workers, should be allowed to

choose their own- officcrs. 88.
Their intelligence compared with
those in other walks of life, 95.
Preface, definition of, 25.
“President,” should not be abbreviated
when applied to head of U.S. gov-

arnment, 56, .
Printed column, why right-hand side is
always even. B82.

Protocolg of Elders of Zion, their dis-
seminators fined by Swiss court, 4.
Arve a rank fake, 29
Their source discovered by a cor-
respondent of the London Times, 35.
Bneed on a namrhlet directed against
Napoleon III, 35.
Are being widely circulated
U.s., 97.
Public schools, suffer from propaganda
of religious fanatics, 53.
Public taste, shows itself pexfect
radio poll, 69.
Puzzle: How thie King chose his premier,
3

in the
in

Quern Marv, will with thie
Normandie, 65.

Questions and Answers, offered at a bar-
gain price, 92.

Racial antagonism, is not a major cause
of war, 78.

Radio, best place to get training in, 82.

How old is it. 116,

Rallroads, amount of business they get
fram Chiecago pack’ng industry, 67.

Reactionaries, hope for world-wide
tvinvmph of Faceism, 98,

Reconstruction Finance Corporation,
has it taken over Dbusinesses or
nroperties. 62, )

Reeves, Alfred, gives figurs on 1985
production of antomobiles, 53, 54.

Reign of Terror, who was responsible
for it. 8.

Religion, is not synonymous. with recti-
tude, 50.

compete
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Constitutes an enormous vested in-
terest,- 71.
Religionists, snecer at each other’s su-
perstitions, 50.

Religious press, more intelligent section
of it condemns Protocols, 34.

Richest men, how they evade income

tax, 20.
Robinson, Frank B.. is a master bunk-
shooter, 42.
Begs money from his dupes, 42.
Robinson, Dr. William J., castigated
those who deny germ theory of
disease, 30.

Obituary, 36.

Offered reward for verification of
quotation from Voltaire, 45,

A deathbed letter from, 89.

Believed  Fascists and Nazis should
not be permitted free speech, 89.
Maintained that deeds must bc pre-

ceded by words, 89.

Believed Fascism and anti-Semitism
had made great progress in the U.
S., 89.

Found evidence

of Nazi poison in
many countries, 89, 90.
Roman Catholic Church, claims that

birth control is a worse evil than
war, 13. .

Helped Gen. Hugh S. Johnson pre-
pare draft plans during World War,
24.

An example of its high finance, 40.

Its position on interest-taking in the
Middle Ages, 46.

Ugcod threat of cxeommunication to
force payment of interest, 46.

Its dupes should not be persecuted,
93, 94.

Castrated boyg for its choirs, 94.

Is committed to Fascist forces, 102,
103.

Aids in crushing democracy in Aus-
tria, 103,

Supports Polish dictatorship, 103.

Seeks to restore its priests to power
in Spain and Mexico, 103.

A summary of its pernicious activ
itieg in the U.S., 108.

Is at greatest crisis of its history,
103

An o‘utline of its sinister aims, 108,
104

Its greatest hope is to capture the
U.S., 104.
Would make a corrupt bargain with
Capitalism, 104.
None of its priests in the U.S. de-
nounced the World War, 107.
Roosevelt, Mrs. F, D, saved peanut
vendor’s business, T74.
Roosevelt, President F. D., are b0 per-
cent of his advisers Jewish, 18.
Refuses to shut out Japanese goods,
34,
What nations did he refer to in
speech of January 38, 1936, 67.

His plea for peace based on general-
ities, 68.

Did not name Jews to Supreme Court,
70

Could not meet problems of depres-
sion by adhering to Democratic
platform, 101.

Served Capitalism as
served before, 101.

Nid not steal Saeialists’ pante, 101.

Proof that he did not adopt Social-
ist platform, 102,

Failed to socialize banks after erisis,
102.

Rose, Tommy, estab’ished record for
flight from England to South Af-
rica, 105,

Rosenberg, Alfred, outlines a grandiose
scheme of German conquest, 20.
Royce, Josiah, quoted by President

Roosevelt, 94.

Rnbher goondg, is it ethieal to advertise
them, 113.

Rumania, oppressed the Jews for many
years, 8

Rumanian Jews, give King Carol credit
for their improved status, 8.

Runyon, Damon, an expert in unreality,
15

it was never

Russell, Bertrand, was jailed as a con-
scientious objector against war, 109,
His A Free Man’s Worship is an in-
tellectual adventure, 93.
Russian Revolution, caused surprising-
ly small loss of life, 109.
Rutherford, Judge, claims “millions will
‘mnever die,” 53.
“Safety-first” argument, is based on in-
tellectual cowardice, 71.
An illustration of its absupdity, 71.
Can be used to justify any absurd
superst\ition, 1.
Sales tax, will it abolish tax sales, 81.
_Will work to disadvantage of persons
of smal] income, 31, 82.

San Francisco, handles larger volume of
shipping than Los Angeles, 26.
Scandinavian countries, have govern-
ments headed by Socialists, 21.
Schacht, Dr. H. is Hitler’s economic

dictator, 85. :
Has gutted Germany’s financial insti-
tutions, 85, 86.
What will happen if Hitler kicks him
out, 86.
Schade, J. W., comments on Germany’s
synthetie rubber, 111,
Science, can it create life, 118.
Scoville, John W., estimates increase in
number of automobiles, B3.
Self-Education, a list of books which
will be of value in, 17, 18.
How to achieve it, 29.
Ke% to it" is found in good reading,
29. :
Semanties, definition of, 15.
Sharks, never sleep or rest, 38.

Sherwin Cody School, its English eourse
is high-priced, 113.
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Sikorsky, Igor I, predicts amazing
growth of air eclippers, 44.
Comments on stratospheric flying, 44.
Silver, world supply of, 61.
Sinclair, Upton, his EPIC is dead, 8l.
Wag honest and uncommercial in his
movement, 81.
Skilled labor, is there a shortage of it,
112,
Smith, Al, makes bhaseless charge that
Roosevelt is a Socialist, 101.
Was appointed to do the Liberty
League’s dirty work, 102.
Shows Catholie bias in his attack on
Roosevelt, 102.
‘Is most prominent lay voice of the
Catholic Church, 102.
Soctalism, its status in Scandinavian
countries, 21.
Would not take over small enter-
prises, 26.
How would leaders of
chosen under, 387.
Details of its administration remain
to be worked out, 37. i
Would produce wheat for use, 38.
How would wages of workers be de-
termined under, 38.
Would pay workers full social value
of what they produce, 38.
Contrasted with Communism, 38, 89.
Insidstssl',hat civi] rights be safeguard-
ed, b54.
Lack of support for its implies stupid-
ity of voters, 72.

Is shunned by those whom it would
benefit most, 87. ’
Socialism and Communism, are not

synonymous, 54. .
Differ on question of what should be
socialized, Bb.
Socialist party, repudiates violence, 8.
Its attitude toward the Townsend
Plan, 29.
Socialists, carried American flag in N.
Y. parade, 32, 33,
Are working for industrial democracy,
37.
Introduce sane old age pensions sys-
tems, 47,
Believe in achieving their goal through
legal means, 55.
Socialization, is the only remedy for
the ills of Capitalism, 21, 22.

indugtry be

Its accomplishment will require
world’s best brains, 22.
Would make opportunities for un-

employed youth, 87.
Soule, George, tells why tourists need
surveillance in the Soviet Union, 92.
Soviet Union, forms alliances with im-
perialists, 8.
United with France in a military al-
liance, 4.
Its foreign policy based on self-pres-
ervation, b.
Hag abandoned ideal of world-revolu-

tion, 8. .
Would attack Japan from the air in

event of war, 9.

Ts menaced by Hitler’s militarism, 9.

Would soon be strong enough to de-
feat Germany, 10.

Has only two Jews in positions of
importance, 18.

Its transition to Socialism upset a
Marxian theory, 26.

How it. enforces laws against anti--
Semitism, 86.

Number of beggars in, 36.

Wants only peace and security, 36.

Amount of territory it lost, 86. .

Statisties of produetion in light in-
dustry, 37.

Warns Hitler’s government against
invading Russia, 47, 48.

Has always .repaid its
promptly, 48,

Refuses to pay debts of Czar and
Kerensky, 48.

Does not permit minds of its children
to be warped by religious supersti-
tion, 53. )

Has not yet achieved Communism, 55,

Still persccutes Socialists, 58.

The results of its “godlessness,” B6.

No longer judges persons by their
class background, 57.

Is making increasing use of tractors,

obligations

Statistics of production in heavy in-
dustry, 65. :

Wealth productivity of ite
has increased greatly, 65,
Why its increased production is not
a cause of unemployment, 65, 66.

Is headed in the right dircection, 66.
Number of doctors and nurses in, 67.
Increased its production of cotton in

1935, 70. -
Aims to make its people “most beau-
tiful and best dressed in world,” 70.
Buys large quantity of cotton from

workers

Is making progress in direction of
complete Socialism, 73.

Present size of its standing army, 76.

Prepares to resist aggression by Ja-
pan and Cermany, 76.

Inereases army pay, 76.

Its military preparations are purely
defensive, 76.

Budget for 1936, T7.

Military budget for 1986, 77.

Would disarm if it felt secure, 77.

Its;3 rail transportation is increasing,
3

Doeé not restrict activities of tour-
ists, 92.
I'cs9 50ﬂicia1 attitude towards tobacco,

Its attitude towards religion, 104.

Provisions of its Constitution relating
to religion, 105.

Statistics of its gold industry, 105.

Is now second largest .producer of
gold, 105,

Description of its gold industry, 105.
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Defends itself vigorously against in-
ternal enemies, 109, 110
Usually releases announcements of
executions, 110.
Spanish Armada, its size compared to
Bremen, 26.
Speed-up, its effect in cigarette indus-

ry, 3.

Stakhanoffism, how it differs from the
“gpoed-up,”’ 60, 61.

Stalin, Joseph, asked French Commun-
ists to stop agitating against French
militarism, 3.

Fxplaing his conception of dictator-
ship of the proletariat, 26, 27.

How tall is he, 62.

His reply to Lady Astor’s question,
109.

Stirner, Max, wrote The Ego and His
Own, 49.

Strachstein, Dr. A., complains of adver-
tigsement in The American Frceman,
112,

Wrote The Price We Pay, 113.
Straw-polls, can become the tool of
propagandists, 81.
Streicher, Julius, publishes

pornography, 99.

Sunset at Chagford, poem by T. E.}

Brown, 114. .

Sweden, its economic condition is eon-
tinually improving, 11. ‘.
Has benefited from socialistic policies,

11,
Has a Socialist premier, 11,
Its level of industrial activity now
highest since 1920, 11.
Only onc preceent of ity workers un-
employed, 11.
Has amazingly low national debt, 12.
Much of its trade handled through
cooperatives, 12.
Leads the world in rura) electrifica-
tion, 12,
A summary of its achievements, 986.
Its progress a tribute to socialistic
administration, 986,
Has high ratio of phones and auto-
mobiles, 96.
Many of its industries
ized, 96.
Has an advanced housing program,
96.
Switzerland, is one of the world’s most
advanded demoecracies, 20. )
Synthetic rubber, cannot compete with
natural produet, 54.
«Pale of Two Cities,” an estimate of its
movie version, 58.
Depicts revolutionists as blood-thirsty,
drunken hoodlums, 58,
Iy featured by fine acting, §9.
Tasnier, Lieutenant Colonel, estimates
size of Hitler’s army, 104.

Tax reform, would alleviate, but mnot
cure, the ills of Capitalism, 72,
Tejeda, Colonel A., tells of Catholie
Church’s reactionary influence in

Mexican life, BL.

are social-

reams of|.

The American Guide, will be compiled
by writers on relief rolls, 40,

The Ego and His Own, an involved and
tedious work, 50.

The Fellowship Forum, its anti-Cathol-
icism is based on Protestant big-
otry, 93. .

Is a weapon of incipient Fascism, 93.

Theism, a presentation of the “safety-
firat” argument for, 70,

An illogical argument in favor of, 115.

The Price We Pay, is a valuable treatise
on venereal diseases, 113,

The Stormer, ix Lhe most disreputable
sheet in history, 24.

The Townsend Weekly, iy making a for-
tune for it promoters, 50.

Toscanini, does he “despise” Tschaikow-
sky’s musie, 51.

Is not a nationalist, 51.

Led protests against Hitleristic per-
secutions, 51

An estimate of, 83, 84.

Townsend, Dr. F. E., a proof that he and
his partner own the The Tawnsend
Weekly, 50,

Is a money-mad racketeer, 60.

Refuses to meet his opponents in de-
bate, 60.

Townsend movement, is subject to Fed-
era] Corrupt Practices Act, 79.
Townsend Plan, condemned by Socialist

party, 29, 30.

Statistics of, 49.

A summary of arguments against it,
59, 60.

Is economically unsound, &0.

Injures prospects of securing a rea-
sonable old age pension, 60.

Tschaikowsky, an estimate of his music,
’

Turkeys, how to improve their appe-
tites, 57,

Twain, Mark, rejected Theism and im-
mortality, 52. :

His Mysterious Stranger is a master-
piece of Freethought, §2.
His 1601 is a spiey bit of pornography,

69.

United Front, will do mueh to avert the
perils of war and Fascism, 68.
United States, could learn much from

Sweden, 12.

Its annual consumption of tobacco
compared with Italy, 14.

Should inerease its purchases from
Japan, 84.

Standard of living of its workers still
gégher than that of Soviet Union,

Can become a third-rate powor if it
ggilds Chinese Wall around itself, -
Did it sell munitions to Germany
during the World War, 82, 83.
Has a shameful record of violence
against strikers, 110.
U.S. Army, conditions of enlistment in,
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U.S. Congress, tonsorial statistieg of,
116.
U.S. Employment Service, number reg-
istered under, 112,
U.S. farmers, number of cars owned by
them, &
U.S. government,
writers, 40.
Its debt compared to that of state and
loca} governments, 67.

Expends less for charges on debt than
does Great Britain, 67.

Number of its employes in District
of Columbia, 111,

Extent of its silver and gold hold-
ings, 112,

Number of persons on its payrolls,
112.

U.S. Postal Savings Banks, give the de-

positor 100 percent protection, 27.

how it 1is helping

Are safe, regardless of country’s
finances, 94.

U.S. Postoffice department, always
strives to give courteous, efficient
service, 75.

U.S. Supreme Court, average age of

Justices, 77.
U.S. Supreme Court building, no lives
were lost in its construction, 49.
U.S. textile interests, seek higher tariff

on Japanese textiles, 34.

U.S. Treasury, does not guarantee bank
deposits, T5.

U.8. World War velerans,
tality rate of, 89.
Unity School of Christianity, is a com-

mercial racket, 42.

Universe, evidence indicates that it is
eternal, 116,

Vaccination, its value recognized by
every civilized country, 78.

Van Loon, Hendrik W., wrote Ships
and How They Sailed the Seven
Seas, 26,

Veterans of the G.A.R., are entitled to
their pensions, 45.

Voltaire, did not write words attributed
to him, 44, 4B.

His poliecy was sane and sensible, 46.
Would not “fight to the death” for
anything, 46.

Waldman, Louis,

daily mor-

voices opposition of

Index
“Old -Guard” Socialists to Commun-
ists, 45.
Wall Street, would use the Catholic

Church to inaugurate Fascism, 24.
Is not alarmed by Townsend Plan, 60,
War, is on the way, 10.
Its chief cause lies in clashes of eco-
nomic interests, 78.
Is glorious—when others do the fight-
ing, 88.
War debts, were based on commodities,
not money, 42.
Washington, D.C., how many tourists
visit it, 111.
Wheat, how much should be stored as a
safeguard against crop failure, 38.
Winrod, Rev. Gerald B., relies on dis-
credited Protocols for his campaign
of anti-Semitism, 31.
Makes lying claim that Lenin was a
Jew, 81.
His shecet recks with ﬁlth and lies,

96, 97. :
Wood, amount consumed by average
person in lifetime, 88.
Woodsworth, J. 8., fights Canadian cen-

sorship, 13.

Wool substitutes, are not as yet prae-
ticable, 54.

Woolworth Company, number of stores
in Germany, 104.

Workers of the world, are impoverished
by Capitalism, 22.

World pcace, could be maintained by an
understanding among the TU.S,,
Great Britain and the Soviet Union,
68.

World trade, a summary of its develop-
ment in the past century, 21.

Suffered a staggering losg as a result
of the depression, 21.

World War, statistics of its cost to the
U.S., 95.

WPA, number of persons employed un-
der, 112.

Wrinkles, can they be prevented by use
of face cream, 39.

Wylie, Dr. C. C., gives statistics of fall
of meteors, T7.

X-Basin, comment on, 43.

Zionists, seek to establish national home
in a barren country, 16.

Have no intention of trying to rule
world, 29.
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