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PREFACE. 

Few men are ignorant that our ancestors 
sought this country for protection of the rights 
of conscience and religious rranquillity ; and it 
is equally notorious, that when established here 
in power, they strangely violated in others those 
rights and that peace they Ouce so highly pa Led. 

The record of thia inconsistency has stood for 
acea in our history, arrd has been used as evi- 
dence to discredit our modes of gnvernment. 

Our @ted writers, too, have explained it, but 
rather by opinions romportmg with their own 
interests and political views, than by a derail uf 
facts ; and so uniform has been the sopprexsion 
of matter bearing upon the question fur nearly a 
century, that II would seem to be xettlcd by 
precedent, that this nation is not to be trusted 
with all portions of its own history. 

ISat it seems to me that history should know 
no concealment; the people have A right to the 
whole truth, and to the full benefit of our his- 
torical teachings ; and if, in the supposed dis- 
charge of imperative duty, I have detailed facts 
that politic men have concealed, let no man say 
I wantonly expose the errors of the fathera. 

When they came over with their first charter 
of civd 2nd religious liberty, they possessed 
sovereign power, as incident to their condition 
under the grant ;-but they seemed aa uncon- 
scioua of ira dnnosrnus seductions as of its true 
nature and fun&ons. 

It was popular sovereignty, and of mnst deli- 
cate and difficult use ; yet they rashly exercised 
i: after the manner of sovereign princes and pre- 
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lares, and of course fall into their temptations 
and errors. 

History had long shown that no sovereignty, 
christIan or pagan, could ever establish religion 
by law without persecution ; yet our aovereign 
ancestors attempted it, and were guilty of per- 
secution as these letters will show. It cost them 
more than a century’s teaching, and much blood 
and treasure, to lealn, that, to every individual, 
belongs the cultare of his own religion ; and 
that the office of government is to protect him 
merely in that !ahor. 

We, like our early ancestors, are in the pos- 
session of sovereign power ; and, like them, we 
use it after the manner of despotic kings-to 
build up and to destroy, and to grant privileges, 
immunities, and monopolies, to favored classes. 
In truth, we use the people’s sovereignty as an 
arbitrary master, to control men’s pursuits, when 
their right ia protection merefy in the acquisition 
of property. 

No direct interference by the people’s sove- 
reignty, can aid the general interests of property 
more than those of religion. Our governn,ent, 
in its legitimate functions, operates like a mighty 
system of police, merely to establish justice be- 
tween man snd man, nod koop tho nations pcnoo 
at home and abroad. 

The following letters are designed to teach 
these truths by the examples of our history ; and 
any success, however limited, will reward the 
labor. 

Boston, .March 13, 1839. 



LETTERS 

ON TKE 

FIRST CHARTER. 

CHAPTER 1. 

A nation’s own experience is its best political 
&In. The hktnry of fnreignerc, nr nf rlkt:mf 
and remote ales is very apt to mislead in our 
search for pohtical truth, and especially in the 
nrt nf w?1tyovernnrent. 

It seems to me that, we have not improved by 
all the teachings of our own history-for the 
reason that our patriot writers and orators most- 
ly bound their vision in retrospect by our revo- 
lutionary era. And yet all behind that, is not 
dark, barren and profitless. It should be known 
that the most important troths on which our free 
forms of government now rest, are not the dis- 
coverics of our revolutionary sagas ; but of rho 
wise men and patriots living and acting through 
our whole line of history. At the framing ofour 
present constitution, these truths were embodied 
indeed with marvelloos aptitude and simplicity, 
and by as true men as ever blessed a nation’s 
councils. 

It was the fortune of our ancestors CO have 
been taught the difficulties of government in two 
distinct achoolti, under the Colonial and Provin- 

1 
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&I charters-in former times, called the first 
and second charters. Rut the history of the sec- 
ond charter is not so’useful to .us. of this age, as 
that of the first ; having now no vic~-L+$y 
power, to oppose rind overthrow, acting as the 
ageut of a foreign, und to us, absolutedespotism, 
as ~3s the cnse with our ancestara during its ao- 
thority. We of this dny need lessons in the art 
of self government : and if we fail in this divine 
work. we nre ncdnnr : and in this, the te:~rhia~s 
of the firit charter history may greatly aid ns ; 
and far this cause I h:tve selected it us a subject 
of thonght and diwnssion to the brethren. 

This charter government, n< moulded and mod- 
elled by our ancestors was as perfkct ns our W+WI 
ronrtitl:tion. In theory it WQB as tender of con- 
man right, and as repulsive of special privilege 
to clasws or interests, and as sensutrve too, to 
all pnpulx nnpulsea, good or ill. And it is thus 
in all self governing cornrnunities, thut their wcnl 
or woe being in their own keeping-the freest 
forms of I.egial;ltion writton on parchment, are 
in themselves no potection, bet will be instru- 
ments of blessing or suicide, us mny befit the 
ruling inffuenoos or infcreats for the time bci~!g. 

As communities are aptly denominated com- 
merciul, agricultural, or m;mufacturing-so our 
nnccvtors during the first chx~tr~ ~lw111d be c;rll- 
ed a religious community. Religion and its i~h 
terests were the m:rin topics of sociul and private 
conaiderntion in that age, and nt last ns a secular 
power it ruled the community. .4nd when the 
interests and inflllence of the Church ruled, the 
rulers of the Church ruled tire people, and 1 
shrill show before we part, by hrstoricxl nwra- 
tive, an iron deapotisrn set np by an ambitious 
priesthood, sod ruling the people here in blood 
and that too, through the instrumentality of the’ 
people’s own freest forms of self government 
under the first charter. 
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Now might we ~opposn, the love of wealth to 
absorb the mind of this generatioq as did the 
temporal interests of religion that of the men of 
the first chnrter, and that the influcnco of wealth 
rising above that of common right and com- 
mon justice should seize on and usurp oar free 
forms of government whoruwith to rule utad ruin 
the community, which is our present danger, 
then should we learn, as did oar fathers, the 
perils of praotictkl self government. 

But I will give the forms of government under 
the first charter. 

This Instrument was grauted by Iiiug Clwrles 
the first, in 16~3, to a company of advent&~er# 
it1 Londaq +&m&l to plant and govern a colony 
011 these a~ors#, ta.ternw and in effect it con- 
stituted them a body corporate as well as politic, 
by the name ofthe “Governor & Company of the 
Massachusetts Day in New England.” It ordain- 
ed that the officers of the government should be 
one Governor-one Deputy Governor and eigh- 
teeo assistants-and these were to be annually 
chosen by the free men of the colony from their 
own body. 

Before the company left England, ‘Matthew 
Cradock was appointed the first Governor in 
London, and being sworn into oilice in chancery 
before the King, the governing principle was thus 
communicated to him and the corporation,as was 
supposed from the sovereignty of England itself. 

The governor and seven at least of the sssist- 
ants, were to hold four annual courts-afterwards 
altered to two-at which all the freemen of the 
company might attend and vote. This seems 
the exercise of a pare Democracy, bat was prac- 
ticable only for a short season. For by the rap- 
id settlement of new towns, it became ioconvc- 
&at for the freemen to attend at Boston in a 
body, nod six years from the date of the Charter 
in 1634 the year after the Pequot war, at a 
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court of elections, twnnty-four of the principal 
freemen appeared as the deputies of the whole 
body, and dontanded a share in the government 
a8 stich. Atier tonne oppositinn hy the as&- 
ants, they at length succeeded. And this was 
the ori+ and con~mencement of a House of 
Rcprczcntstiv~~i: in this State. 

Eut as yet the assistants and deputies sat to- 
gether in the same house and acting jointly and 
by rnnjoritics. Eut ns tho peopla multiplied, the 
1’ ,epatles Increased, whereas the number of as- 
sistants was limited by the Charter-and they 
NVU found their powcr morgod in thnt of the 
Deputies. And here a struggle began. The 
assistants knew that by the charter they were 
recog&& CIB a di&nst body, and aa such, they 
strove to balance the body of Deputies in legis- 
lation ; and these in their turn were successful ; 
*for about 1645 a law was past, directing the as- 
sistants to set apart from the Deputies-and 
thus they became a distinct and co-ordinate 
branch of the legislature, like our Senate at this 
dav. 

‘l’he Governor and assistants constituted the 
executive branch, and in most cases the judicial 
also, as a court of appeals. The Governor had 
no veto power but oely a double vote in case of 
an equal division among the assistants. The 
idea of the executive negative upon both branch- 
es, was of kingly origin here, no one having ever 
enjoyed that power, until the introduction of the 
crown Governors under the second charter, and 
it was ever a great cause of strife and of linal 
seperation from Britain. 

Thus carefully did our ancestors balance the 
machinery of their government, but whether it 
would produce good laws or not, depended on 
the equality ofcondition, intelligence and virtue of 
the people ; who in effect admin&red that gov- 
ernment upon themselves. In point of fact the 
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first charter produced s~mc of the most cquul 
and just laws when under the dernocratz influ- 
ences of common right that ever blessed A pea- 
p!c, but then, when urrdcr the ilrismr’rdtic +d 
speci;d influences of Church power, it g;lse fit1 th 
enactments, bloody and disgraceful in the high- 
cst decree. 

Bat in a BeIf governing community, the origin 
of good or bad Jaws is to be sought in the body 
of tlvz pauplc; ~UL Ihart: ill Lrulll ill,% Llle olficiant 
ballaneing or disturbing influences. At first view 
the planters of New-England under the first 
cl~artar seem specially fortunate in the h;lrtlio,ly 
of their social st.te. ‘I‘hey came over here as 
equals. They” took up and cultivate?. the wild 
lands as equals. ‘l‘hey met in social and politi- 
cal intercourse a* equ:lls for the advancement of 
knowledge and good government in r!lort it was 
a well hallanced conmmniry and well construct- 
ed for self government. 

But if we read further into the history of 
those times we shall find those iorrunate halanc- 
es ma:erially disturbed, first h the community 
anv then in rhe government-and that not by 
the mequolmes 01 wealth as wtth us, but by a 
clerical power which rosa and fell with the 
first charter, and the notice of which will be re- 
served for aao!ber letter. 
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LETTER II. 

It being then manifest, that in the first char- 
ter government all things on parchment were 
equal, just, aud Democratic--we should next 
examine the disposition and customs of the peo- 
ple and their social state in those days. 

J bavt: said, that they coubideled religiun aud 
its interests, the chief purpose of life ; and this 
is proved by one of the first of their general laws. 
It was passed in lG31-probably the very year 
they carried the charter from Charlestown over 
to Boston ; and where as yet, there were set 
up only a few remporary hovels for human 
habitation-and it is thus : - 

“That the body of freemen here, may be pre- 
served of honest and good men ;-It is ordain- 
ed ; that henceforth, no man shall be admitted 
to the freedom of this Commonwealth, hut such 
as are member8 of some of the Churches within 
the limits ofthis jurisdiction.” 

Upon the promulgation of this law, an old 
Uemocratlc non-conformist, by the name oflilax- 
ton, and who then lived at Boston, claiming to own 
the whole peninsula, declared, that he had come 
out from England because he abhorred the dom- 
ination of the Lords Bishops ; and now he 
equally abhorred the domination of the Lords 
Brethren, here, and he forthwith quit his posses- 
sions in Boston and went south out of the juris- 
diction near to a place afterwards called Provi- 
dence, by Roger Williams. It is believed that 
he was once a minister of the Gospel. At this 
early period it is not probable that there were a 
thousand people in the whole colony ; and yet 
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the dominant spirits of that body, gave a tono to 
public sentiment in matters of Church and State 
in Massachusetts, which endured even beyond 
the authority of tho first charter. 

Two years after this, the Rev. John Cotton 
came over-being expelled -from his charge in 
England, and a fugitivebefore ibe bitter porsecu- 
tions ofestablished Church authority there. On 
the other side of the water he was a non-con- 
formk-that is, FZ Democratic. Reformer in mat- 
ters of religion-vindicating freedom of thought 
nod action and humnn equality, hut here, in 
this western world having tasted lbe luxury of 
power, we shall sea what he .was. 

At the time ofhis arrival, the freemen here were 
in deep comrnotiorr upon the right of represen- 
tation in the Gem321 Court. Cotton preached a 
sermon upon Government, which gave him great 
nol.oricly, and he soon established himself a po- 
litical, t13 w.ell as a cburcb leader. His openly 
avowed sentiments, ran thus, and are even to 
this day recorded :-That whenever tied, he 
s:rid, allowed a commonwealth liberty to mould 
its own frame ofGovernment, the scripture gave 
frril directions for the right ordering thereof, but 
that in such sort as may best maintain the con- 
sequence and power ofthe Church. In the first 
rbarter tbnre was too m~xh of “ Athenian De- 
mocrncy, .’ to suit his views. God, he affirmed, 
never ord;iined a Democracy as a Iit government, 
either for Church or State, for said be, if the 
people be governors, who shall be governed? 
lie forgot that the first charter was an instrument 
of self-government, merely, in the hands of the 
people. But he was bold enough to say that 
both Monarchy and Aristocracy were approved 
and even directed in scripture. And yet in these 
scripture governments, in the end, a11 sovereign- 
ty was referred to God himself. and upon the 
whole, he proposed to the people to seek after a 
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Thcooracy in Church and State us nigh as might 

be to that which was the glory of Israel, God’s 
peculiar people ;-and then, we of this day can 
finish the WDWZ which his olodesty forbid ; - 
that John Cotton and the clergy should be the 
Mmos tmd hron and whole tribe of Levi to our 
C~thcra, ~:ucl i:ppr-cxhing BY they professed to do, 
nearer the great law-giver than other people, 
they cotlid dechlre his will to their liking, with 
ordy one dmgcr to their ahsolnre doolaiu-llvat 
they would not agree aciong themselves what 
that wi!l was. 

Hut brf7hren, Democrars, I will not rrex this 
snhjeet lightly, for I am writing to you true his- 
tory. These sentiments however strange to 
gwr ews, were then real, and actually reduced 
to practice. 

Mr. Cotton was requested by the government 
to coninlence his Thcocrncy rind to form an ab- 
atract of the laws wherewith God governed his 
ancirnt people WA which he considered of hIsting 
equty. And this be did ; and that cods WZIS 
enacted by the government. I will give R por- 
tion of Cotton’s Church 1,;~~s that 40” m:ly COW 
pare them with those of Druco, arid judge which 
were the most bloody . - 
i-If any man shxll hsve, or worship any other 

God but the Lord God-he A~11 be put to 
denth. 

Z-If any man or woman IX a witch, that is, 
hath, or consnltcth with a fanliliar spirit, they 
shall he pat to death. 

:3-If any person, within thii ,jn&diction, wheth- 
er christim or pagan, shrill willingiy blaspheme 
the holy name of God, Father, Son, or Holy 
Ghost--either by denying the true God-or 
his creation, or governmment of the world ; or 
reproach the holy religion of God as if it were 
B politic device to keep ignorant mea in awe, 
&c., they shall be put to death ! 
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Then mm&r, rape? mnn-&a?ljng, sodomy, 
treason, and adultery, are made punishable with 
death. So with children tiho curse or smite 
their parents, or stubborn and rebellious SCI~EL 

I will imw notice those laws by which the 
Church brought within its grasp the elective 
franchise, by the aid of Mr. Cotton and the other 
clergy. By an act of 1643, if a man not a free- 
man, that is, not a church member, shall pre- 
sume to vote for any charter officers, he slxull 
pay a fine of ten pounds ; a thing almost impos- 
sable in those days. 

Further, if any frocman should refuse to at- 
tend upon the public worship of God here eatab- 
lished, be was.~~ allowed to vote during such 
his wicked coursk. 

Again, if a Deputy or representative of the 
people who was not orthodox upen the main 
points of the Chliatian xalipion, sl~~uld bu re- 
turned by the freemen of any town to the Gen- 
eral Court, it was ordained that he should not 
be rtxaivd. Awl auy Cratmen voting for such 
Deputy,‘knowing his heretical character should be 
fined. 

Church momberalrip then, being indispensibte 
to secure to a freeman the privilege of voting un- 
der the first charter, we should look into the 
laws relative co the mode of gathering churches 
and regulating their movements in those days- 
to leatn by what authority and under what re- 
strictions our ancestors essayed to pracllce self 
government. 

By a series of acts respecting Ecclesiastical 
concerns, passed by the General Court between 
1630~and 1646-it was provided in substance 
-That all the peopleof God within the jurisdic- 
tlon-orthodox in judgment, of sober life,ahd not 
in a church way-might gather themselves intoa 
c horch estate-observing the rulestof Christ re- 
vea!$d In his word; provided they acquaint three 



22 LETTERS ON THE 

or mole magistrates dwelling next unto them 
and the elders of the neighboring churches--and 
have their approbation therem; and no person, 
member of a church gathered contrary to this 
rule &II be admitted to the freedom of this 
Commonwealth. 

\Vhat those rules of Christ were upon which 
churches might be lawfully gathered were set- 
tled in ministerial Synods. 

By farrher enactments every chnrch id free 
liberty of admission, recommendation, dismis- 
sion and expulsion of its members upon due 
cause, with free exercise of the discipline and 
censures of Christ. 

And moreover-the civil authority here estab- 
lished had power and liberty to see tho peace,or- 
dmances and rules of Christ be observed in ev- 
ery church according to his word. 

It is very easy to dlscom the offoot of PII this 
special legislation in favor of churches and clesi- 
cal interests and ambition-No man could vote 
at eleotiol,a ns o. matter of right--of sacred right, 
as we now regard it; but it was sought as a priv- 
ilege, and received as such of the Church, and 
gmntod by LI church vote, aficl au enamination 
of religious qualifications settled at Synods or 
Thursdav lectures in Boston, or at other minis- 
terial co~veotioos UI convucalions. And than what 
was supposed fully CO establish church dominion 
here, has the liberty to employ the civil power 
oftbe country to inforce its ordinances and rules. 

And thus the power and influence of the 
church prevailed having subdued all other influ- 
ences in the co1m5uniry; and ths: too under a 
mo+t democratic constitution written on pnrch- 
meut-Oliver Cromwell and the long Parliament 
who flourished in these times, had not more 
effectually usurped the government of Eng- 
land, than had the Rev, John Cotton and his 
brethern m that ot this Commonwealth by these 
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gpecial lnwa. Vet the m~:lns were very differ- 
ent as were the results : They subdued Kingly 
power; these, that of the people. And I can- 
nnt fnrhanr here to notice the perFeot &nilarity 
between the movements of the church interests 
under the first chnrter, and the rnonied interests 
of the present day under our own oonstitution- 
seeking as it now does to control the action of 
the people’s government for private ends. 

But our fathom lcorncd that ;I bitter curse foi- 
lowed special legislation and law-mude religion, 
and we have ye! to learn and acknowledge too 
that law-nwde wealth ia not wlthoot its CUIJLI al- 
so. No government yet discovepbd, can directly 
favor special interests without tresapass on COIII- 
man right. 

The church, now being armed with p!enary 
power spiritual and secular, commenced ita dom- 
ination. But with I~J unlimired power, came a 
strong spirit of jealous rivalry and ambition; a 
sure sign that it sought -speex~l interest-That 
I ulill g pvww which seeks the common good 
alone, has never jealous ambition. It is philan- 
thropic duty. But usurpation of every character, 
is ever busy ‘with its special munmlents and 
shuns all common equity; and this wxs so in the 
case before us as is shown by the following laws 
against heresy-and‘their graceless administration. 

These laws were passed at various times, be- 
tween 1644 and 1662-And one of the earliest 
has this preamble--Although no hyman power 
be Lord over the faith and consciences of men 
-yet because such as bring in damnable here- 
sies, subverting the Christian fdith and destroy- 
ing men’s souls, ought to be restrained therefore 
it ‘is ordered by the Court-That if any Christian 
in this jurisdiction shall deny the irnmortallty of 
the soul--the resurrection of the body-or that 
the regenera:e have any sin to repent of-or any 
evil done by the outward man to be accounted 
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sin-and shall continue obstmate and seduce 
others he shall be banished. 

So if he atlirm that we are justified by our own 
works-or condemn the baptism of tints-or 
purposely leave the meeting when they are bap- 
tized-or if he deny the ordinance of magistra- 
cy or their authority to make war. 

Also-to deny, that holv men insp:red by the 
Holy Ghost wrote the Scriptures was punishable 
bp fine not. exceeding fiftv pounds-and whip- 
ping not exceeding forty s[rokes-and to revile 
the olfiee or person of a minister or magistrate 
wns made an offencn eqnally pnni.zhablP with dr- 
nying the Word of God. 

Then follow those ranguinary enactments 
against the Quakers-who ore therein ctllled a 
cursed set of heretics and were disposed of ac- 
cording to that denunciation. Some of these 
laws were as late as 1658--and they declare, 
that any person coming into the ju&diction, 
and being convicted of being a Qunker shall be 
sentenced to banishment ou pain of death-and 
if afterwards such] person shall have been twice 
sentenced he shall suffer death. 

Very ncurly the same punishment wns to be 
inflicted on any citizen who became a Quaker 
and continued obstinate. 

It mily seem strange the.: the comlnon *enso 
and justice of the community should have sus- 
taineti such manifestly unjust and usequll laws; 
l3ut we must notice rbi~l lira c;lrut~b irlfluatrca, 
controlled atid guided public opinion-the mis- 
chief lay in the body of the community--it was 
1101 su much it bad governmirnt as a bad social 
state-a people under bad influences misgovern- 
ing themselves-and a free constitution was made 
an instrument to overthrow common r!ghc which 
it was expressly designed to protect. 
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The uses of government were directly pervert- 
ed as they cre in all our special legislation in 
fuvor of statute wealth. 

In my eext 1 shall detail the persecutions un- 
der these laws. 

3 
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LETTER III 

‘I’lruse Claus ah-u~i:da hai iticn oever trespx35ed 
upon the natural right-i of men, in person or 
property-they only hold ubooxious opinions 
upon some item3 of Church discipline sod 
theology, aa settled in Synods ;-and they op- 
posed the Church assumption of civil power ; 
and for this we shall see they suffered aud 
bled. 

1 shrill proceed to notice some of the princi- 
ple persecutions of heretics by the Jlossuchusetts 
Church under, sod through the instrumentsllty 
of the first charter. Its first essay upon Roger 
FVdli;rms, elicited nob perfected practice, and 
aught this riding power its new founded strength, 
so that afterwards It became qualified to deal 
more freely and vigorously with the Antinomian 
heresy, and its celebrated female leader, Mrs. 
Ann Hutchinson. 

The blood of Martyrs waa first shed by the 
Church doroirunt, under the laws I have already 
cited, against Qmkers. 

Bu: by far the most tesrible of the persecu- 
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tinna, ~1x9 the witch tragedy, about the end of 
the Charter and in the times of the Mathers. It 
was got up and urged forward under the pre- 
tence anJ perhnps veritable oonviction even, that 
wioked men and women here had confederated 
and leagued with the Devil, expressly to over- 
throw the Church of Christ in Now-England.- 
The particulars shall he detailed in their order. 

Roger Williams cume to this country from 
England about the year 1630, with the genernl 
reputation of a well educated and pious gospel 
Minister. Soon the people at Salem invited him 
to become their religious teacher ; but the GOV- 
srnor ana Magtstrates ofMassachusetts interposed 
objections with effect,and Williams tar& down 
to flymouth and preached there two yetrrs. AT- 
ter this the Salem Church again invited him to 
come among them and settle, and again the 
Magirt~~~ta~ uhjccred, anrl sent down from Bus- 
ton a request that tney would not call this man 
“to office”-bat too late, for Williams this 
time obtained his election -and ordmarion, not- 
withstanding the frowns of the Government- 
and for which he was never forgiven-and for 
which, also, the Salem people incurred the last- 
ing suspicions of the ‘< Lords brethren” as the 
end will show. Roger Williams being once 
firmly settled at Salern,~saith hts enemy, the 
Rev. Cotton Mather in his Church history ;- 
“ Hit se uperit Diabolus.” The man presently 
dwovered there, that he had in him much less 
IiLyht than heat ; and he compares him to a cer- 
tam wind-mill in the Low Countries, which in a 
brick gale first tired itself and then set a whole 
town in flames. 

To he sure, impartial history represents Mr. 
Williams in the outset as very atdent and some- 
what whimsical, but not deceptive, selfish, dom- 
ineering or viscious. As he gathered light and 
mental power, he became a sound radical re- 
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former ; and who is ignorant of the perils which 
environ that office in all ages in Church and 
State. In civil liberty be advanced to points be- 
yond the then current notions of liberality ; and 
in religion he would purify even the Puritans 
themselves. He was even then called a ZeuelZcr, 
a term applied to nil strong Democratic spirits, 
with great self-complncency by the dominant 
power, during the first charter. Those who 
now rise the same name to disignate Democrats 
have not the merit even of originality. 

It is remarkable however that this grave Min- 
ister of the gospel should have cssnycd to re- 
form and purify the kings Banner, the military 
standard of the Colony. But it was so. The 
sign of tho oross was then pointed upon it-; but 
as this, he maintained was a Popish idol, it 
ought not to wave over Christian soldiers. His 
aea~elcss dcnuncistions at last took otfort. A 
schism followed, not only among the citizens, 
but among the soldiers themselves ;--and some 
of them began to question whether they should 
honor this idol bv marching and training under 
it even in the k’ing’s name ; in fine they said 
they WOUIJ not. But the more prudent sod luy- 
al counselled differently. These advised to fol- 
low the cross in the Banner to show their fideli- 
ty to the crown-yet party spirit grew apace up- 
on it. But pending this glowing controversy and 
no doubt under i!a tnlIuence,a member oflhe gov- 
ernment nndione of the charter assistants, as well 
as.a member of Mr. Williams’s church got pos- 
session of the:Banner and with his knife cut out 
the obnoxious picture. For thls.otfence he was 
soon cited before the court of assistants, and by 
these his peers sentenced to be suspended from 
his olbce ior one year. Nevertheless Mr. Wil- 
liams still pushed on the controversy; and it is 
sober history that the cross in the Banner for a 
long time strongly excited all the talent and 
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lenrnin,oin the country. and of this. let me say, 
there wui no small portion. The co”ib;:tants 
ransacked all eally Christian and Paga” history 
in their efforts to vanquA ;md destroy each oth- 
er. Their fury sopplied them with Latin a”d 
Greek without sfiut, which they hurled at ,each 
other without n~prry or cnrnpnnr.~inn in a perfect 
storm of erudition. The people too took fire, 
and took sides and took up the discussion also, 
insomuch that, shortly, the L:~bnrurn of Consran- 
tine the Great: and other early and nwfulchurch 
enigmas, were topics as Ctn~iliu in their m >“ths, 
as their .own dinnara. 

p is not certain that Mr. !\iilliams lived to see 
his final triumph over that Popish idol, yet it is 
r.ortnin thnttho OIOBJ W(LJ’ ut last by common 
consent and in a peaceable ChrIstian like way 
stricken from the banner of o!d Xl;~s~ach”selts 
but when the Indian that now .YO grnccrutly 
waves there, took its place history has “ot 
ta”ght us. 

Titus fat in mst:eln of civil and military gov- 
erm”ent the “leveller” Willi;lms foond reform, a 
pastime rather than a serious labor, yet it was 
f;ir otherwise wheu he turuad the p,oceas on 
what he conceived the curreut “buses of religion. 
The wily leaders of the Church would only 
slrlite to see him vent his inlporent radicalism 
upon the cross in the Banner, but when he de- 
nied the efficacy of infant baptisol. the lawful- 
ness ofjoining in pmyer with the ““regenerate 
-the authority of the civil power to purlish 
breaches of Church discipline and pnrticularly 
when he charged the New England churches 
with loose practices, and refusing communion 
with them himself, and encouraged others to do 
the same he at once was taught the ddt&rent 
tempers of the two powers. His clerical breth- 
ren and the sister Churches first severed him 
from the confidence and comntunion ofhis own 
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Church at Salem. by repeated rind formnl mi+ 
sions to them of threats and promises, and by 
other devices and then havins broken this tie 
which bound him ttit the rnmmunity, they hurled 
him and his followers without ceremony, by a 
sentence of banishment, out of the jurisdictlon. 
After many perils Willrams and his compnny nt 
last rested at a place they called Providence and 
thus early and happily commenced the settle- 
meut of the delightful and prosporous State of 
Rhode Island. And it is due to the memory of 
this man to notice, that when by a change of 
fortune, he wns cnllod to the honors and of 
course to the burthen ofpuwer,Williama the new 
ruler was true to the principles of \Villiams the 
hun>ble and porsebutcd rofo~mel. iit Salem in 
Massachusetts; thus showing to the world that 
his heart, his heart indeed, was touched with 
the nntnral and equal rights uf his f~llrw men. 
Hence his colony in that day became notoriously 
the land of free minds and easy and equal gov- 
Otnment. 
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LETTER IV. 

You will see, brethren, that the expulsion of 
Roger Williams gave nt: quiet to the Massachu- 
eetta Church ?czv,, umtiut. ma 1ult;rwtl ad 
eqoal I‘ lghts prmciple, still strove with aristoe- 
racy, and conservatism, and tho rntinomian hcre- 
sy? ohd persacufion goon lAowed. L 3&s co.m- 
emoted the eeldnv for .nearly twenty ykars and 
inwlved all c&&es. It produced the first spec- 
LA intere& convention which ever sat in Gmer- 
ia I. It wab called a Synod, convened ostensi- 
bly to sostun the honor of God, and the public 
ir~tarss~s, but like rbe famed IIarrisburgh tariff- 
woollens-convent,ion, or that of the bankers at 
New York-it was an assemblage of men holding 
a common interest of wealth or ambition, and 
pushing forward that interest under plea of pat- 
riotism. 

This Synod waq composed of the mini@ers 
and many church delega:es ; but under the iattqr 
title embracing all the magistracy and civi\ d’ig- 
nity al the land who undertook to ascertam, 
and by a handvote to condemn errors, and to 
settle the rules of sound fai:h and church disci- 
pline for all time to come. 

Female invention, quickened by public favor 
first gave impulse to this movement in Bostat?. 
Mrs. Ann Hutchinson was the agitatror ; and al- 
though the old church historians call her a “gos- 

’ ” and her female meetings, “gossipings,‘? 
2 all agree that she possessed fine talents and 
elegant personal endowments. England 6% her 
native laud ; and whilst there, she dwelt in the 
neighborhood of Mr. John Cotton and bad en- 
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joyed much of hi+ pious council ; and when he 
at last fled before persecution, she md her 
husband quickly Ibllo~ved, in the ligllt of hi3 
famn’and piety, tn thi< \Vest.rrn wor!d. It is 
recorded that the god!y man himself highly re- 
ciprocated her esteem ; and be has given under 
his own hand in n Ipttr+r tn a dmr friend. thiq 
gra$hic and significant discription of her :-“ In 
England, she was well heloved ; -that all the 
faithful thnre, embraced her conference, rind 
blessed God for her fruitful discourses. ” 

From the time that the lady arrived, no per- 
son in the colony ere;,ted nn equul sena;ltiou.- 
Both sexes, young :Ind old, all ranks, ministers,. 
magistrates and a4dtnnts, deeply regarded her ; 
and as it hud been In Eng!nnd, so hel:+he faith- 
ful Cc embraced her conference ” gladly. 

Even young Harry Vane, then in Boston, re- 
ceived her with marked attention. 

This was rhe renowned Sir Harry Vane of the 
English long I’arliament,the compirnion and equal 
uf Crun~wnll in llia rawly p~lit&&fortunes ; and 
his terror too, when that bnb snurper, in the act 
of dispersiog that Parliament, cried out .- “ 0 ! 
Sir Harry Vane ! Sir Harry Vane! the Lund 
deliver me from Sir Harry Vane ! ! Vane was 
the son of a privy counsellor of the king ; and 
as a pious young man of quality, he so pleased 
the colonists, that they chose him their govern- 
or the first year of his arrival ; yet for a Demo- 
cratic servant of him who had nor where to lay 
his head, he assumed great state in office.- 
Whenever he went to court, or to church, four 
sergeants marched before him, bearing halherds 
in their bands. Such a spectacle would ap- 
pear quite odd in Boston streets at this day. 

If however, Mrs. Hutchmson deeply excited 
the community of her adoption, so that commu- 
nity deeply excited her. Amongst her other ef- 
forts she held weekly female meetings at her 
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house, (( under the rule in Titus,” as she pro- 
fessed “ that the elder women should instruct 
the younger,” and where she repeated and ex- 
pounded Mr. Cotton’s sermons. 

Her system was, that salvation was thu free 
gift of God ; as much so as existence itself in 
this world-a matter which even now, rightly to 
discern, troubles the human head and no doubt 
ever will. But in her prolific fancy, this master 
propoeition, gonorntnd conolusions innumerable, 
and quite overwhelmiug. Yet free grace she 
taught, and the voice of free grace she sang, 
fasoinuting indocd to those who could readily 
believe themselves the special favorites of Hesv- 
en, as young people, and especially young fe- 
moles, bn whom the world smiles, mart easily 
might. 

It was natural, therefore, that Mrs. Hutchin- 
son’s beautiful antinomian pupils should rise up 
from her teachings, gratified with her and them- 
&elves, and bless the free grace that sent them 
into this pleasant world, and wuuld make them 
so happy in the next ; and with one accord they 
circulated her notions and sayings with wonder- 
ful alacrity. 

But the sterner fathers of the Church com- 
plained of this; It was affirmed that from the be- 
ginning, ir was the work of a seducer, te lead 
captive the weaker s,ex. So Simon Magus, they 
said, traded with his Helena, and they might well 
add, the devil with his Eve;-Montanus with bia 
Rlasimillia, to propagate heresy ; and Arrius, to 
give currency to his blasphemies, first taught 
them to seven hundred vlrgms-seductive apps- 
ties truly. But here, a woman herself, was,the 
seducer ; a gentle-woman they confessed ;,but 
ofhaughty carriage-busy spirit-competent wit, 
and a voluble tone-; si4d they used to cry Qut 
in the words of Tertullian upon the Gnoatics :- 
” ipm mulieres haretim paa sunt procccces ! ” 
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Had &Its. Hutchinson, in her tpachingc, rnn- 
lined herself to the hnrrnleeu theory of t&e gr:xe 
only, she might never II;IV~ kn~~u persecution, 
or have been known in hi*:nrv. Uut S”CCI?s.B 
tempted hey on ; and she came at last to point at 
some ministers of the colony, AS not having the 
seal of the spirit ; and a3 preaching an unprotit- 
uhlecovensnt of works,-and what was unlucky, 
she excepted Mr. Cotton and her Boston fi.iendr, 
nut of her condemnations. TInis brought on a 
strong country jealousy and high party spirit, 
which about equally divided the people. Gov- 
~rnor Vane and Mr. Cotton nom involved in it j 
and the election of the former, in M:ly, 1637, 
wns contested on these mzy questions. Mr. 
Vxne was than discomfurted dt the cou,t of 481~ 
tions, end Mr. Winthrop was choae.n Governor, 
and Mr. Dudley, a bitter enemy of Mrs. Hutch- 
inson and hcl party, was chvam Deputy Gover- 
11or. On thisoccasion fierce speeches were made 
on both sides, end the membera began to lay 
hmda on each other, but the strong nr:l)ority on 
the one side, caused the other to submit. 

In a fe\?r months Mr. Vane left the country 
for England ; aud thus the anlinomiiln party 
was supposed to have been deprived of its head ; 
and the nsger of the victors Toll more severely 
on thusa he left behind. Mrs. Hutchlnson still 
lectured, but the Court took no notice of her, for 
the present, being resolved to wait the result of 
the (:hurch synod, then about to be holden, and 
to make ita decisious, the ground of their pro- 
ceedings. 

The synod had a stormy session, some of Its 
members as justices of the peace had to prcsorve 
the pence ofthe assembly. There were pro- 
duced before it eighty-two errors which had boon 
current in the country. The nuthors of them 
were not enqoired after, bet the synod dealt 
with the errors only, and us an old church his- 
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torian informs us aher this manner:-“the error 
WAS first fairly recited, and then a short reflec- 
tion under it stating that it was contrary to a text 
of scripture then and there subjoined, which 
text untoall reasonable men did smite the error 
under the fifth rib, whereof it died.” One min- 
ister. Mr. ilooker, WOLIICI nnt attend the Synod 
for the re,~son, that-those would be chief agents 
in that assembly, who were chief parties in the 
cnuse, ;:r;rl how unprofitable to make men judges 
in :beir own causes. This is every day practice 
in modern legi.Jatores. 

It was now the province of the civil powcr to 
give efficacy to the decrees .of the Synod, and 
in the Nov. following, Mrs. Hutchmson was 
suddenly called from bar family bel’ore the 
court. The charges against her were any thing 
but specific. Gov. Winthrop presided and be 
stated to hur tll:at ahc wua lrm~wn to be D VVOI,I- 
an who b;:d gre;rt sbaie in promoting those opin- 
ions, wzhich were the causes 01 the present 
troubles, sod kud spoken things prejudicial to lhe 
honor oftbe churches and the ministers thereof. 

JWrs. Htchinnon.--What have I said ordone? 
Governor.-Why, you cnuntemance those of 

the faction you hnvetheard of. “I only entertain 
the saints and that’s matter of conscience Sir.” 
Well madam, said the Governor you must keep 
your conscience or it must be kept for you. 

Gou.-Sat why do you keep a meeting at 
your huuse every day m the week. 

Mrs. H.--Is it not the practice of you all,why 
shouid I be condemned ) But I conceive there 
isoclear rule in Titus, that the elder woman 
should instruct the younger; and then I must 
have a time to do it in. * 

GOV .-There was no meeting of women 
alone, there were sometimes men among you 
and this is not according to the rule In Tttua. 

.Mrs. H .-‘l’here was never any man with us. 
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Ros.-If a hundred men should come to you 
to he instructed, would you forbear! to do it ? 

Mrs. H-If I cross a rule in it, I should. 
Grin.-Rnt if one man, shnnld nome and say, 

Mrs. H. I hear you are a woman that Cod hsth 
given hts grace unto, I ptay you tnstruct me a 
little, would you instruct this man? 

Mrs. H.--I think I would. But why do you 
Sir, who say I ma] not teach women, ask me to 
teach the court? 

Got+-There is a rnle in Corinthians which 
crosses yourslfrom Titus, by which it would Beem 
that the elder woman should instruct the yoong- 
er about their business and to love their hus- 
hands &c. 

.&frs. H---I do not conceive it 80. 
Go,u.-Well, well, we see how it is, we are 

your judges and must put it out of your power 
to continue this COUISC. 

The Court then went into proof of her alan- 
der of the ministers, from the mouths of 
tlruve alleged to hrrvrs batir~ defamed j Mrs. 
H. wished to have them sworn, but the 
court refused as their character for truth was 
eoough without oath. In the cod she was 8en- 
tented to be banished, and in the mean while, 
was committed to the custody of Mr. Weld, no- 
til the court should further dispose of her. 

The residue of her @pry is short. Banish- 
ment from civilized society in the begin&g of a 
New England winter, to a woman witha nu- 
merous family of Ii&ones about her, wae a 
sore atEiction. With her husband and other 
friends she passed over to Rhode Island, where 
it was haid they dwelt m caves until the cold 
season was past. In the mean time her hna- 
hand died, and the Massachusetts government 
made come sttr that she wae yet in this jnrisdic- 
tion, whereupon, she again took up her family 
and sought a place yet fnrtber eottth,bnt hareUm 
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Indians being at wear with the Dutch came. sud- 
denly upon her, murdered hersell and all her 
family except one, which they carried ioto cap- 
tivity; ond thus ended her trials and sufferings, 
a desolatk end indeed to the once delicate and 
accomplished Mrs. Ann Hutchiusou. 
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LETTER V. 

The .4ntimonian excitrrnent was not subdued 
by the banishment of Mrs. Hutrhinnon, but with 
the schism about infant arld adult haptism*con- 
tinued throughout the first charter authority and 
both receiving their full share of discouragement 
from the dominant power. 

Glut of ail heresies, the old Foxonian Qua- 
kerism most deeply excited the vengeance /of 
oar fi-;rt charter-charcb-Colrrmonwealth; noth 
ing could be more simple and cotnn~on-sense- 
like than the professed Quaker tenets. They 
too were professed children of peace as well 
as of light; and when” smitten on one cheek 
would turn the other also, and could not there- 
fore be in any way formidable to jealous civil 
power. Tbeir bold criminetion and denuncia- 
tion of evil was irritating indeed, but not de- 
serving imprisonment anJ death as was admin- 
istered to them. 

George Fox the first Quaker came into no- 
tica i’n Erlgiarrd about the year 1648j in the 
times of the Commonwealth, and bo:h he and 
his followers were bitterly persecnted under the 
authority of the long purliarncnt and Oliver 
Cromwell. This new sect il seems had made 
advances in religious freedom and simglicity 
<t.uch beyond the Independants of whom Crom- 
well and Sir Harry Vane were then at the 
head, and who had themselves acquired their 
popularity with the army by advances upon the 
old parliamentary Presbyterians, who had oals 
on the;r part come out frqm the conservative and 
deapotio church of England,aod which last in the 
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times of Henry the VIilth wns herself a seced- 
er from Rome, that c~~mmon terror oiall diaaent- 
ers; and what should be noted, by all renders of 
histnry,and Demonsts PI~BCIHII~, is the fact that 
each of these sects in turn persecuted those tbdt 
prespmed to advance beyond them; however 
jnatly, and to net up for themselves. And so it 
is at this day in the advances made in poli!ical 
truth. 

But religionista persecute for a temporal inter- 
est as well as others,-no men having done with 
all things here below would hate each other for 
the IWO of God. 

The Foxonians discarded all teaching by pro- 
fession as also the use of churches, which in de- 
risioh they called otoople-huuvos. They mnin- 
tained that the lightsof Christ shining in the 
heart was amply sufficient for all Christian uses, 
and would, if inoplicitly followed, y~uduce even 
n sinless life. This doctrine was most offensive 
to those whose subsistence and consequence in 
the world depended entirely on the necessity 
of religious teaching. These ranters, said they, 
essay to teach men that they need not be taught; 
very wise,truly, and at first they nicknamed them 
new-lights, hut afterwards one Bennet a justice of 
Nottinghamshire, and a persecuting Independan!, 
having signed a warrant of commitment against 
Mr.Fox,thts latter bade him forhear,and to quake 
and tremble at the word of God, as pronounced 
by him, having, no doubt, thegreat case ofl’aul 
and Felix in his mind. But the Christian mag- 
istrate very unlike the Roman,only scoffed at his 
prisoner, and called him Quaker, and the name 
stuck to him and his followers ever after. 

The idea of a self-teaching sect of Christians 
was very novel and very seductive to the En- 
giish people. Those were times of strange con- 
ceits and inventions, and there were those we 
are told, who professed to believe that women 
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had no souls; but Fox sharply rebuked these and 
said, did not the blessed Virgin Mar: once sing 
and say ‘ImY soul dotb magnify the Lord; and 
mg s&t hnth rejoiced in God my Saviour.” 
which ready and pertinent answer silenced his 
ungallant adversaries and brought him much fe- 
mall? fnvnr. 

About the came time they told him of a wom- 
an in Lancashire, named Elizabeth Hooton who 
had fasted twenty-two daye, and he went to see 
her, and he said he found her’undergtest%empt- 
ation and he spoke to her freely of her condi- 
tion, and with such effect that in the cud she be- 
came one of his most devoted converts, and was 
the first Quakeress, who on motion of the spir- 
it, stood up for public exhortation of the breth- 
ren and sisters; and she proved in the end a 
most devout and successful laborer in the cause. 
This same persoo being moved by the same 
spirit to come to Massachusetts and denounce 
the ‘bloody laws then existing and executed 
against Quakers, was arrested and whipped 
through the first charter jurisdiction at a cart’s 
tail for her pains. Free forms of government 
here did net respect her peraoual rights, any 
more than they now do the rights of property. 

The allowance of female exhortation, by the 
Quakers highly scimulared female ambitiou and 
enterprise and opened a wide field for its exer- 
cise. But it was not to be bouaded by the 
realm OfEngland, it sought the most distant and 
hazardous missions to other countries, and Qua- 
keresses visited Spain, Malta, Italy,Holland &c. 

But a maiden Quakeress, Mary Fisher, of 
humble origin, outdid them all; she was moved 
in spirit to go’even to the Grand Turk and lo 
communicate to him the light of Christ. And 
upon this design she left England and arrived 
by sea at Smyrna; and from thence she. pur- 
posed to depart for Adrianople; where the Sul- 
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tall lhall wil.3. l3ur lhr: Evgld, COllJUl Iwe 
found her out and her mission, and sent her 
back to Venice. This was a severe rebuke 10 
her spirit, yet she was vsolule; and alona and 
unprotected she at last found her way into the 
Turkish encamptient, where Mahotnet the 1V1h 
theu lay with a great aruly before Adrianl,p:e. 
Here she had the address to persuade a rnossen- 
ger to go to the tent of the Grand Vizier with 
the information that an English wognan had .come 
into his army witha message from the Great 
God to the Sultan, Upon this the Graud VIZ- 
ler returned for answer, that on the following 
imwning he would procure for her the deyired 
ntervicw with his-master, and ha kept hia word. 
At the appointed tinle Wary Fisher again repair- 
ed to the camp and was soon brought Into the 
presence of the Sultan. Hrm she found sur- 
rounded by his oficars and dignitaries and in a 
state and surpassing sblendor of which before 
she had no conception ; and he sdt rendy with 
three interpreters to receive her message, und IO 
comcnuuicate with her. But here her courage 
fXed her, and she became confused grid hesitr- 
ted. This the Sultan observing, he kindly 
asked her if il were trne as had beau told him 
that she had a message to him from the Great 
God ?-and she answered yea. He then asked 
her whether those present should retire before 
she spakn; rind she said n:ly. He then told her 
to speak the word of God to them all without 
fear, and to keeb back nothing, for they had 
gnod hearts i,nd were willing to hnnr it whatever 
it might be. 

Upon this encouragement she spake, and the 
Turks listened with gmvity aud attentinn.- 
When she paused, the Sultan a*ked her if she 
had any thing more to say, she anstiered that 
she had not, ifhe had understood her. He said 
he understood every word and that what she had 

4* 
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spoken was the truth. He also invited her lo 
stay in his country, as all, he said, would re- 
spect a woman who had come so far, ro deliver 
a message from the Lord God tu the Sultsn. 
This she declined. He then offered her a guard 
to conduct her safely to Constantinople, saying 
that he would not, on any account, that harm 
should hefal her in his dominions, hut that it wag 
dangerous for alone female like her to travel 
through hostile nations. This she also de- 
clined and the audience broke up, 

I’he Turks then gathered round her and he- 
gan to enquire whntqhe thought of their Proph- 
et; but she replied that she did not know him 
but Christ the Son of God she knew, and he was 
the light. of the world, hut n Prophet she said 
was known by the truth of the prophecies he 
spake. This they all cnnfessed to he true, and 
having accomplished her mission, Mary Fisher 
departed to Consrantinople and firm thence to 
England in safety. 

Thus much for the despotic Turk; we will 
now puss to this landof free forms of govern- 
nvst. It was in July 1656 when this a&e Ma- 
ry Fisher with Ann Austin her companion ar- 
rived in Boston harbor. There were then no 
colonial laws euthorizinq ma&rates to arrest 
Quakers cornins into the country. Ship masters 
had been forbid to bring them in under a severe 
penalty. 

John Endicott wns then Governor, but he he- 
ing out of town, Bellingham the deputy acted in 
his stead. As snnn as he Ic?:1rnpd that Quakers 
were in the vessel, he sent officers on board with 
orders to have them kept prisoners there, and to 
senrch their trunk*. Wher~lpon about a hud- 
dred books were foued, seized and burnt by the 
hangmln in the market place. They were no 
doubt Muggleton’s worke, against which a severe 
law was passed. Mary and her companions were 
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next btoughl VII ahurt: and commitled to prison 
and forbidden to converse with any one, or to 
have the useof pen and ink, or lights in tbe 
uight Se:Ls”n. It lr~s been further atiirmed and 
no: denied, that they examined the bodies of tha 
two damsels in prison to learn whether or not 
they might be wnches, hut nojtokens viere found 
on them but,thoae of health and innocence.- 
The times of witch persecutions had not yet ar- 
rived. 

An aged citizen of Boston then in good repute 
and a church member by the name of Upshall, 
being grieved at the treatment of these lone fe- 
males, requested that he might supply them with 
food from his own table,-this &as denied, and 
he.then contracted with the jailor to supply them 
at live shillings a week. When in October 
1658 a law was passed for the punishment 
of&askers he raised his voice against it, warn- 
ing the ministers and magistrates who planned 
the measure, to desist lest they should be found 
fighting against God, hut without effect. In dis- 
gust at the wrong he withdrew from meetiug; 
bat ho forgot that rhis,by law was then a highly 
penal offence,--he was fined twelty-three pounds 
in hard money, but still continumg obstinate he 
was banished the jurisdiction; and wandered forth 
into the wilderness towards Rhode Islend.- 
IIere an Indian chief found him, and learning 
the cause of his troubles, oKered to rnak~ him x 
warm house if he would stay with him, and said 
how strange, that EnglIshmen should fight each 
nther sn ahmt their Grid Uprhall’s permcutors 
were then ardently engaged in Christianizing the 
Indians. 

After beins imprisoned about five weeks and 
debarred all intercourse with the people Mary 
Fisher with her companion was put on board 
c vessel and ~cnt baolr; tho jnilor retaining tbo 
hods which they brought over and their bible for 
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hia fees. This Malal-y Gller was after’ivalds mar- 
ried to Wm. B~~yle, tirst aBaptist and then a 
Quaker teacher and whose worka remain to 
this dav, and ahtl proved a Christarn-like mwher 
and wife. 

Within a month after thir there came into BOJ- 
lun from England eight other Quakers four men 
and four women. These ‘were also arrested 
and treated much after the manner of Mary 
Fisher, for about eleven weeks, when a ship- 
master by the name of Lock was pat under 
hood9 to take them oat of rhe couutry and land 
them nowhere but in England. 



FIRST CHARTER. 45 

LETTER VI. 

There can be no doubt but the early Qua- 
kers who came into the first charter jurisdiction 
from England, were conscientious missionnrics 

acting under a supposed divine commission.- 
Perhaps no missionaries in any age or country, 
were OVOP mom sincoro. And what a modicqm 
of true Christianity or humanity, even, wo&d 
have taught those to whom they came, to biar 
with them. Could-the powers of the Church- 
Commonwet4th of Massachusetts, have copied 
the &tom of their Indian Iieighbors. when mis- 
sionaries come to enlighten them, and like them 
have set and heard their religious notion8 criti- 
cised and vilified too, with composure; how dif- 
ferently would tbey bare stood in history, and 
ho& honored would have been the cause of the 
people’s self-government in their keeping. It is 
easy tu discern what kind of influences ruled 
here, under free forms of government, when the 
advent to these shores of six female and two 
men Quakers should have caused a law in eub- 
statice thus,- 

That any citizen causing a Quaker to come in- 
to the country should, on conviction, pay a pcn- 
alty of one hundred pounds;-and for entertain- 
inga Quaker knowing him to be such, was fine- 
able at the rate of forty shillings an hour. For 
the first offence of Quakerism, within the cbar- 
ter. limits, by cltlzeu or stranger,-if a rr,un, he 
should have one ear cut oW,-and for the second 
offence the other ear; if a woman, first to he 
whipped, and put into the house of corfection, 
and for (116 -second offence to lose one of her 
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c.r.:-and for the third offrnce, by man or woln- 
an, to have his or her tongue bored throrgh 
with a liot iron ! 

Thefirat application of this law was to two 
English women, Sarah Gibbons and Dorothy 
Waugh. ‘l’be~e combing io Boston, ventured to 
nddrcss tbo pcoplo on Thursday looturo d:ly af- 
ter the regular servicei were over, and the,y were 
taken up, thrust into the house of correction and 
whipped. 

Not long after n Mrs. GaJdner, coming to 
Weymouth with her infant chdd, was proved to 
be a Quakeress. She wad carried to Boston and 
whipped, as also a young damsel her compaoion, 
with a three corded knotted whip, and after the 
punishment she kneeled down and prayed to the 
Lord to forgive her persecutors. 

The next two were Wm. Brend and Wm. Led- 
dra. These were taken up al Salem fur being 
Quakers wrongfully in the jurisdiction; they 
were carried to Ruston, and put into the house 
of correction and ordered to work. Tbis they 
refused, and for which they were whipped twen- 
ty blows each with a three corded whip, and 
then commanded to depari frdm the charter Iim- 
its. This they were ready to do. But the mar- 
shrill’s fees were demanded of them. They de- 
chned paymg the costs oftheir own punishments, 
and were still detained, to work it out. The 
next morning Brend still refusing to work, the 
jailor in a rage seized a tarred rope, aud heat 
him therewith until the prisoner fainted. Upon 
this<arepart went abroad that the man was kil- 
led in prison; and a tumult among the people 
was feared, whereupdn Endicott the Governor 
and the magistrates posted notices on the church 
doors and other public places that Brebd had re- 
vived and was well, but that thejailor should be 
punished for his cruelty. 

But the Rev. J. Norton, a mortal enemy to 
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Quakers, and a great instrument of the laws 
against them, declared publicly, that the stripes 
were good enough, for men who had come here 
to beat their gospel ordinances black and blue. 

John Copeland and Christopher Holder came 
over ahont the time of Mary Fisher; and two 
years aftpr thry wore :,rrratPd nt nedham, cur- 
ried to Boston and imprison.ed with one Rouse. 
At the next court ofassistants they were brought 
in for trial, End&t presidiv,g, who sxid, “&ca 
you three. incontempt of the magistrates and 
ministers, have come here to seduce the people, 
whether.you loose your ears or your lives, your 
blood wtll be on yourselves.” 

To r&s the Qt@kers boldly Snsw.ered that the 
Lord c;‘od’hsd sent them here. 

N ay, said the Governor, hut under pretence of 
peace you have coine, IO poison the people.- 
HOW do YOU pro~r; the Lord hnth sent j-0” ? 

You sceurge and persecute us, was the reply; 
and Christ told his disciples, they should suffer 
such things for his name’s sake. 

Then, said Major Deoison, one of the assist- 
ants, every malefactor who is whipped, suffers 
for Christ’s sake ! 

But do ye not know, said Rouse, that if we 
were ma)efactors, God’s, judgments would ,bti 
kr lvxviar uyuo us thao ) our yu~rishments %- 

John Rduse, John Kouse, again seidthe m’ajor 
(whose manifest shrewdness and skill, should, 
WI this occasion have raughr him lihernliry and 
humanity) you are yet a youth and I hear are 
well borne and I,red,)onr father brine a king’s of- 
ficer at Barbadoes, and a genrlcman,-what heavi- 
erjudgment of God do you look for, unless it be 
a halter, than to be driven from homn,and to run 
about here with a set of vagabonds and deceiv- 
ers. 

I was not.&iven from my father’s house, said 
Rouse, but at ihe command of the Lord I left it, 
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and wheh he shall clear me of thia land I will 
gladly return home again. 

But why do we parley. said Endicot. Pea 
see these QU;I~XC~R have no cnmmi.ssion but the . splrlt within them, and that’s the devil;-Mr. 
Secretary read tbe law to the prisonere; and 
WIIPII thir was done, one of them said, we have 
seen maoy ofyour laws having much scripture 
reference in their rnargio, hut what scriptore 
hrve you for cutting otl’eare ? 

What rcripiure is there for hanging people, 
said Endicot. 

Perhaps, nnid, Dcnison, they would like to bo 
crubified; there’s scripture enough for that. Af- 
ter consultation, Endicott called the prisoners by 
mrrm und mid the sentence of the court is, that 
each of you have his right ear cut off by the 
hangman. 

Harr: the Quakers earnestly protested again% 
the proceeding., They declared that they were 
Englishmen and not suhjeet to the colomal laws; 
they were subject ouly to English ‘laws arid the 
English court. But Endicot called out no ap- 
peal IO England; we shall a!low of no appeal 
to LG++~rrd, and the prisoners were forthwith re- 
manded. 

The Marshall then took them to the apartment 
where execution was to be done, and when he 
had let in the hangman and one or two others, 
belacked the door, and read the following order. 
:.**To the ‘Marshall tieneral or his Ueputy;- 

You are to take with you the executioner, and 
repair to the house of correction and there see 
him cut otf t,he right ears af John Copeland, 
Christopher Holder and Johd Rouse, Quakers, 
in exe&ion pf the sentence of the court of as- 
slstantqfor the breach of the law entitled-Qua- 
kers.” Signed, 

EDWARD RAWSON, Secretary, 
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Again these three protested against the ille- 
gality and injustice of the precedure; and Hol- 
der further said that such an execution should 
not be done in private; hot they tnlrl him it was 
to prevent their appealing to the people. 

There is no doubt that Norton, Endicot and 
their associates feared a rnblic execution of this 
character. There was even then a strong Dem- 
ocratic spirit abroad opposed to the church aris- 
tocracy then ruling in blood, and it might rescue 
the Quakers. And there was never a time when 
Democracy was more detested by the dominant 
power in Massachusetts than those of which we 
treat; not evenexcepting those ofthe crown Gov- 
ernors, and oar own. 

The executioner .thcn took Holder by the 
head, and as he brushed away the ,hair to come 
nt the ear, the marshal1 turned away from the 
sight, in monifcst disgust and sorrow, but Rouse 
said, Sir you must turn againand see the execu- 
tion, for such is your order;-true, true, in- 
docd, said he, I was to see it done, we mubt 
look on; and he saw the blood follow the hang- 
man’s knife most profusely, as he threw the ear 
on the floor. 

Thus these three unresisting Quakers, suffer- 
ed this ignominious mutdation with patience and 
even without a sigh. 

When it was over, they declared, that the ig- 
norant they forgave, but for those who had done 
this thing rnalicisusly, chat every drop of their 
blood would sit heavy on their souls like a mill- 
stone at the great day ofaccounts. 

After this, they were ordered out of the juris- 
diction. 

Yet all this cruelty did not deter Quakers 
from comlng,into Massachusetts, nor the spread 
of their rehglon. Death was now the only re- 
mamiq punishmear and we shall see how :he 
usurping rulers, harderned titemseives lo that 
measure also. 5 



50 LETTERS ON THE 

LETTER VII. 

Democrats, for the honor of our counrymen 
let us not believe that, the lavv of deat.h against 
Quako~a was easily obtained. The people need- 
ed preparation. The pulpit was the press of 
that age and the church power controlled it, as 
does the money l~vwer in these tiiotjs; sod no 
combination of suspension banks conscious of 
guilt and fearmg justice, could labor more sed- 
ulously at the polls to secure a pliant legislature, 
than did the chwrch sonfederacy on thisoccasion. 
An intelligent witness of their movements, de- 
clared that “he *ho could not whip and persecute 
those who differed from the rulers in matters of 
religion, could not sit on the bench,or sustain any 
office in the Commonwealth.” How much the 
people’s common sense of justice was perverted 
by the ruling power, we can learn from the fact 
that, the judges who condemned to stripes, im- 
prisonment and deeth,were elected by the people. 
And yet the men iu those days who corrupted 
popular justice professed great terror lest the 
people’s minds should be perverted by dema- 
gogues and heretics. So wealth now in power 
trembles lest the poor be excited against the rich; 
and yet law-made wealth is ever extorted from 
the poor and the laboring classes. 

The Rev. John Norton and the leading minis- 
ters of the colony first petitioned the General 
t3~itr; for a law to banish Quakera on pain of 

In the aristocratic branch or court of asaist- 
ants there was no difficulty. They passed the 
I;lw to punish by death even without a jury, and 
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at County Courts where three magistrates only 
sat. But the popular branch, the deputies ware 
of different minds. These were then twenty- 
five in number. A portion of them refused to 
sanction a law so contrary to common justice and 
their charter, and by which a majority of three 
might hnng at pleasure. Yet it passed 13 to 12, 
the Speaker of the ‘House of Deputies voting 
against it. 

The minority thus strong rcsolvcd to cntcr 
their dissent upon the record; this the ruling 
power feared, and contrived to insert the clause 
“to be tried by A special jury,” to make it popu- 
lar. Yet were the dissenting deputies much dis- 
tressed, by the measure and particularly one 
Wotzel who was sick and absent, and who 
wept for grief when he learned the result, saying 
he would rather have crept on his hands and 
knees to court, thansuch u law should have 
passed. 

This act is a legislative curiosity; about as 
much so as ~bti cbirrter of the first brink under 
our present constitution, and some later charters. 
It begins with the preamble, “That whereas no 
one hath a right Lu Lord il oaer mer~‘s conscien- 
ces” &c. and under this specious declaration of 
equal rights, stands as great an outrage of all 
rights of person and property, as the records 
of despotism can produce, and the administration 
of it was as cruel as its provisions were deroga- 
tory to just and democratic legislatioo; and yet 
the plea was then as now the public good and 
to destroy the destructives-the levellers. 

‘l’hls contemptuous enactment greatly exas- 
perated the Quakers; and within one year two 
of them sealed their testimony against it with 
their blood. 

Marmaduke Stephenson was in youth an hum- 
ble ploughman in old Yorkshire in England, and 
whilst on a certain time in 1655 he walked after 
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his plough, the power of the living God, RN he 
declared after his condemnation, so filled him 
asdid ravish his heart; and the word came to 
hi4 r-nnqrienro, wying>-lhrrzs@ nrdnieed ther c1 
propldt tin10 the nations. 

At the appointed time Barbadoes was set be- 
fnrp hi v 19 the place to which he must go; and 
withoiit delay he made ready to depart; and 
bade farwell to his kind wife and four tender 
children for the last time, for the Lord had said 
he would take care of them; and he took passage 
for the designated Island. Here whilst at 
his master’s work he heard of the Masaachu- 
setts law to put his brethren to death, and his 
heart burned within him; and finding a vessel 
bound to Rhodc Island bc went thither. And 
here whilst he visited the seed which the Lord 
had blessed, the word came to him a second 
time, to go to Boston with his brother, Wm. 
Robinson who had come there as a merchant 
from London, and to do business. 

But 3csrcely were the two arrived .io Boston 
when they were seized and imprisoned; as also 
one Nicholas Davis who had the temerity to 
come from the Plymouth patent into the &u- 
ter limits. Mrs. Mary Dyer also, who came from 
Rhode Island to see and encourage these prison- 
ers, was helaalf implisuuad wilb lbem. 

At the next court of assistants these four were 
sentenced to banishment on pain of death; and 
two days uuly allowed them to free the jurisdic- 
dictioq from their hated presence. Mrs. Dyer 
and Davis returned home, but the other two be- 
ing buuod in spirir to remain, went down to Sa- 
lem to build up their friends in the faith. 

But their movements were narroivly watched, 
and they were soon brought back to Boston and 
cast into prison, and in less than a month Mrs. 
Dyer returning, was cast into prison also. And 
thus the charter government, had in their custo- 
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dy, three persons whose lives, by the Quaker 
law, were forfeited; and all sober and moderate 
men regarded the event with intense anxiety. 

It was on the 20th of October 1659 that they 
were brought hefore the court of magistrates to 
receive their sentence, GOP. End&t, tben presid- 
ing,first ordered the officer to pluck &their hats; 
(these Quaker hats seemed as disagreeable to 
the charter authorities as their tenets) he then 
said, as no punishments hitherto rnuld keep the 
Quakers away, and although the court did not 
desire the death of any, yet they must now give 
ear and hearken to their sentence. Here Rob- 
inson desired to read divers reasons which he 
had prepared why he had not left the jurisdic- 
tion, but his rqn& was refused. 

The paper was published after his execution, 
and wa3 in substance,-that being in Rhode Is- 
land the J.ord rommxnded him to go to Boston 
and testify against the rulers there, and to offer 
his life for the truth. He did not hesitate to 
obey as a child, believing it became him thus to 
show his obedience to the Lord; and that at the 
time of his banishment on pain of death, he was 
still nnder God’s command. 

The sentence pronounced on him was this:- 
“Wm. Robinson, you shall be led back to the 
place from whence you noime, end from thcnoo 
to the place of execution, and to be hanged on 
the gallows until you are dead;” and he was tn- 
ken away. 

The Governor then said, Marmaduke Stephen- 
son, you are at liberty to speak; bLtt he seeing 
how Robinson had been treated was silent. 

But after sentence he thus addressed the court; 
“give ear all ye that are guilty, for the same day 
that ye put the servants of the Lord to death, 
your visitation will come, and you will he ac- 
cursed forever. If you put us to death our 
blood will be upon your nwn beads, take wara- 

5s 
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ing then, in love I exhort yon, before it is too 
late, that so the curse may be removed, for the 
Lord hath spoken it, and will perform his word 
upon you.” 

Mrs. Dyer next received sentence, to which 
she only responded, the will of the Lord be 
done; she seemed even joyous and said to the 
marshall, as he ottered to take her away, that he 
might let her alone as she would go back to pris- 
on without him. I believe you Mrs. Dyer, said 
he, but 1 must obey my orders. 

Seven days after, these three were led out to 
execution. A multitude attended, anxious to 
learn the end; still doubtful whether their free 
charter rulers would proceed to blood; bat when 
they saw a strong body of horse guards moving 
in fkont aod two hundred foot soldiers in the rear 
of the prisoners, with drotis near them, to drown 
their voices if necessary, many became sad, and 
queried what manner of people’s self-govern- 
ment this might be; and whether a mob of free- 
men who should have delivered these innocent 
sufferers from the grasp of Eegul authority, would 
not have had the Juster cause of the two; but 
they were over-awed by the ensigns of their own 
authority, a very comruon deception in a nom- 
inal people’sgovernment, and suffered the wrong 
to pass. The secret of popular frsedom ia tn 
respect popular sovereignty. 

Mrs. Dyer it is true could not denounce the 
woes of guiltiness. upon her dwtmy~ru, in bold 
and solemn strains like her companions, yet in 
this death scene, she manifested the superiority 
of her sex in patient suffering She wa9 now 
turned of sixty, a widow and a mother of pious 
sons and daughters, settled in KhodeIsland; and 
to her compimions sh’e appeared as a mother, 
holding ceeh by the hand as she walked to the 
gallows between them, and strengthening them 
by her example and her-words. She said, “that 
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prieve, the woman is rsprinvsd; and it was so; 
her life was saved atthis time by the interces- 
sion ef her son, which plainly shows that Endicot 
and his cnnnrillora, had power over the lives of 
their fellow citizens,-a dreadful power in indi- 
vidualsunder free forms of government, for their 
crnelty war in the name of the people. 

In the mean time Mrs. Dyer’s purpose was 
not shaken. She seemed to hesitate, and with 
the rope yet about her neck she declared that she 
was willing to suffer like her brethren there be- 
fore her, unless they would repeal their wicked 
law, but as the people began to ory, “t&o hor 
away,” she was conveyed back to prison; from 
whence she wrote to the court the next day that 
she did not wish to rcccivc her lift from those, 
who with wicked hands had shed the blood of 
her friends. G6Zchoose to die rather than to live as 

from you, as Guilty of their innocent blood !” 
were her own words. But notwithstand- 
ing this the Massachusetts rulers saw fit to send 
her home to Rhode Island at their own charge; 
hoping, no doubt, to see her face no more. 

But they had to deal with one of the most re- 
markable ofrecorded martyrs, for in the follow- 
ing May she came again to Boston, and appear- 
ing openly, they were constrained to notice her. 
And when she was bruugbt bel-urr, the cwrt, Eo- 
dicot said, are you the Mary Dyer sentenced 
here the last court? and she said, yea, I am; and 
where he told her that to-morrow at nine o’clock 
she must go to the gallows and be banged until 
she was dead, she replied, “thou saidst this be- 
fore. I came here before to warnyou to repeal 
your wicked law. I am upon the same work 
now;” take her away, take her away, said the 
Governor. On the following day she was led 
out to execution guarded by horsemen and sol- 
diers as at the former time. When she was put 
up on the ladder, and prepared for execution, it 
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was intimated to her that if she wnold recant 
she might save her life. “Nay,” said she, “I 
cannot, for in obedience to the will of the Lord 
God I came and in his will I abide faithful to the 
death.” What, said they, will you be guilty of 
your own blood. “Nay, she repiied, 1 come to 
keep you from hlnnrl g;niltiness-repeal your on- 
righteous law against the servants of the Lord.” 

They asked her ifshe would have the prayer8 
of the Elders. She said, “I know novcr an El- 
der here.” Will you hare any of the people 
pray for you ? I desire the prayers of all God’s 
pmple,-and being now randy to depart she sig- 
nified the ‘same to the executioner, and he 
swung her off, and she died without a struggle. 
“She hangs like a flag, ten warn all Quakerti,” 
said a church partizan. 
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LETTER VIII. 

William Leddra was the fourth Quaker hong 
for his religion in Boston. He nlso was a mis- 
sionary to Mnssnchusctts to warn the people of 
their errors; and he was a very talented and pop- 
ular teacher. But during his three years reai- 
dence arnorlg them, vu, h,at &,I tal ,ulels ceased 
not to ply Ium with hot persecution; o’ftimes they 
imprisoned,-oftimes they scourged him, and 
duling the whole winter preceding his executiurr 
they kept him in irons like a burglar or a robber. 
Yet a$ himself declares, “he never turned his 
cheek frurn the smiter, nor his feet from follow- 
i?g the flock;-and tbe whip on his hack and all 
his imprisonments and banishments on pain of 
death, and even loud threatenings of a halter, did 
no more move him than if they had bound a spi- 
der’s web upon his finger.” When brought be- 
fore his persecutors who were also his judges 
and his judges counsellors, he demanded to 
know his crime. 

You stand with your hat on, said they, you 
say thee and thou and are a Quaker, and you, 
moreover, have declared those Quakers, whom 
we have executed, to be innocent. “What,” 
said Leddia, will you hang a man foi speaking 
good English, and defending the servants of ihe 
Lord !” “A man,” said Dennison, “may speak 
treason in good English.” 

“Will you go to England and trouble us no 
more ?” said Ilradstreet. “I have no business 
there,” said Leddra;-“then you shall go that 
way,” said this merciful judge pointing towards 
the gallows. 
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“1 understand you,” said Leddra; “I am to 
die for breathing the air of year Jurladlction, but 
mark me, I am an Englishman and your fellow 
subject, and I appeal to the laws of my own na- 
tion and country and if by them I am criminal, 
I am ready to suffer.” “Appeal to England three 
thousand miles off,” said Dennison with a sneer, 
“and what will you gain by that ? Send over 
your complaint-the next year Parliament will 
send over here to know what’s the mat:er;-and 
the third year the government of England will 
be changed. Be better advised-renounce your 
errors, and save your life.” ‘&What ” said Led- , 
dra, with indignation, “and join such murde_rers 
as you !-then let every one who me& me’ 
point and say lo ! this is the man who has’ foi- 
sdken the God of his salvation.” As he said 
this Wenlock Christison who was ASO sentenced 
ro haniihmrnt on pain of death. walked into 
court and stood by the prisoner. For a momerr t 
the judges were silent and seemed confounded, 
at this voluntary offer of haman life, and ;,hich 
they now began to dread the necessity of taking. 

Here’s another Q,usker, said one. 
Bring hior forward, Mr. Marshall, said Secre- 

tary Rawson,. Sir, is your name Wenlock Chria- 
tison ? Yea, said Wenlock. Were you not 
banished ri the last court on pain of death ?- 
Yea, said Wenlock. Then what doest thou 
here, said Governor Endicot, fiercely. I came 
here, said Wenlook with ~1 loud voice, to warn 
you to shed no more innocent blood, and to see 
my friend; for the blood you have already shed 
now cl-ies to the Lord Cod for vcngoonoo. ‘I’dke 
him away jailer, said Endicot, and as they 
seized htm he struggled to remain with his 
fiieud William, wluxn he boldly affirmed they 
were about to murder. 

But the faith and courage of Leddra, and the 
fidelity of Christieon-virtues which savages 
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even worship, were powerless upon the charter 
assistants and their advisers, so full of holy zeal 
were they and so blind to mere carnal virtue, 
though of the highest order, and without delay 
they passed sentence of death upon the prisoner; 
and on the 14tb of March, 1661, it being Len 
ture-day, and after divine service he was led 
out to he hung, and to preserve the public peace 
and to keep off the mob, the levelers, and to 
maintain the supremacy of first charter law, En- 
dieot himself with a stroyg military guard con- 
ducted the victim from prison to the gallows. 

When hexrrirpd at the foot of the ladder, he 
saw Edward Wharton in earnest expostulation 
with the multitude against the execotion and the 
injus:ice of the rulers, and he said, ‘Gfricnd 
Wharton, remember that ail who would he 
Christ’s disciples must take up rhe cross;” and to 
the people he said, “for the testimonv of Jesus 
and for testifying against deceivers, Igrn brought 
here to suffer.” This Wharton was a Salem 
rnrm, and under banishment on pain of death. 
As themartyr went up the ladder one in the 
crowd regarded him with peculiar interest;- 
Leddra called to him also and said, “friend 
know that this day I am willingto off’er up my 
life as a witness of Jesus.” Upon this the man 
bconmo greatly agitated, and begged that he 
might speak. “Gentlemen, said he, I am a stran- 
ger-to you and your country, and yet a friend to 
bothj but fvr Jraus’ s&e, fur the Lord’s sake 
I pray you take cot away that man’s life, but re- 
member Gamaliel’s council to the Jews. I‘am 
a S~LILL~U, and lately arrived t‘rom England 
and when I heard this man was to die for 
his religion, I went to see him in prison, 
and methought the Lord did mightily appear in 
his words. I then sought out one of Ihe magis- 
trates who condemned him, and asked, what was 
his crime I He is a rquo, said he, a very 
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rogue and has also abused magistracy. B11t I 
said, what is that IO do with the question? Why 
do you kill the man I What is yonr rule, your 
law, your authority ? But he did not nnawer. 
Gentlemen, you have nu rule, no warrant rrorn 
the wordof God, no precedent from England, 
nor have you authority from the kin<, whose 
name you presume to use, to hang that man.” 

“Rut they tell me he may go away Xhe will. 
la it uo ? Thon let him go-let me have him; 
I command a stout ship, and will gladly take 
him away from your country. William Leddra 
oumc down, come down Gum tlrat cursed tree, 
they say you may go away ifyou will, come 
down to me \Villiam,and I will take care of you.” 

Here a murmur of at~plause ran through the 
crowd, but to quiet the execution, the Rev. Mr. 
Allen minister of Boston, and who probably on 
that day had preaohed the Thursday lecture, 
called out to the people, that such willingnessto 
die in the criminal, should not move them; for 
the LI~W& had said, “that some should be given 
up to strong delusions, and even dare to die for 
them.” 

And tne captam of the guard sard to thestran- 
ger, sir what have you to do in this matter, 
William oannot go.away, yo?c may go away, and 
if you take tny advtce, you will do so qurckly. 
I shall go away, said the seaman, for of all 
sights, to my eyes this is :he most cruel. 

Orders were then gtven to make haste, and as 
the ladder was suddenly turned to throw him off, 
Leddra had only time to say, “Lord Jesus re- 
ceive my spirit;” and these were his iast words. 

And when he was dead and about to be cut 
down, Wharton, whose own life was then for- 
feit and at the mercy ofthe charter rulers, wrth 
other friends stood under; and as the body fell 
they caught it in their arms; and after he was 
stripped by the hangman, thoy laid him in his 
grave. 6 
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LETTER IX. 

The March term of the court of assistants for 
1661 closed with the execution of Wm. Leddra, 
and thatton under circumstances the most gloomy 
and terrible. If madness ruled the oppressor, 
desperatien sustained the persecuted, and every 
philanthropist must regard such a conflict with 
horror. 

The government in their apology to the king 
had professed only to srtlnd at the ent,ancc r+nd 
to have offered <‘the point” to intruders *&self- 
defence; those therefore, who rushed upon it, 
they said, wore ‘felons de se,’ wlroaa absence on- 
ly they desired. 

Eour we have seen had already rushed upon 
that point and perished; aed. five others were 
ready, walking openly to and fro within the char- 
ter hmits after sentence of banishment on pain 
of death, and some of these last were freemen 
of the colony. And LIOW whose turn next ? was 
the general and anxious enquiry. If the Qna- 
kers would ao freely offer themselves for sacri- 
fice, would the ministering priests and magis- 
t&es nt all shrink from the slaughter, acting as 
tho agents, and in rhe name of the people and of 
the people’s government, and making the whole 
community responsible for their doings-and 
tu the world the popular government of Massa- 
chu8etts seemed engaged in the work of popular 
persecution, and well might it excite the special 
wonder of that age. fJut when the Msssa- 
chusetts Quakers seemed without defence he- 
fore their enemies, save in the common sympa- 
thy which their sufferings might excite, and acting 
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on the fears of the charter authorities, salvation 
came suddenly from another quarter. 

The news of Leddra’s death, with the danger 
nf others, reached England, nnd the hrothren 
there, in their alarm applied to the king for pro- 
tection, and the result was most happy. 

Charles the seoond WOB not fond of our first 
charter ancestors. They held their patent of 
self-government by the gift of his father, yet they 
belonged to that school of politics and religion 
which cut off his bead;-and they favored Cram- 
we!], and cherished the regiaides who fled to 
America. All this the Englis11 Quakers well 
knew, and thev pot into the monarch’s hands 
GeorgeBishop;s book on the crnelties, to their 
eecx, here. It was in the thirteenth year of his 
reign, and when he read the famed sarcasm of 
Mr. Assistant Denieon on the stability of his 
throne, to those Quakers who claimed an Eng- 
hsh trial, “that this year they apply to England, 
ihe next, Parliament will send over to inquire, 
and the third year the government of England 
will bechlnged ; “--Charles noted the passa,ge, 
and calling to the lords and dignitaries about him, 
read it aloud, saying, “lo ! these are my loving 
subjects of New England, they seem already to 
see with delight mg throne shaken, as my fath- 
er’s, but I’ll stop their career.” Whilst in this 
turn of mind, Edward Burroughs a great Qaa- 
ker, obtained an audience and thus addressed 
him. “0 king, there is a vein of innocent blood 
opened In your dominions, which if not stopped 
will overflow the whole realm.” But I will stop 
that vein, he replied. Then for the love of God, 
said Burroughs, may it be done speedily. As 
speedily as you will, said the monarch. And af- 
ter further explanation he commanded the SOC- 
retary to be called, and he further directed that 
a mandamus should be made out, of which Ihe 
following is the substance;-it was directed to 
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John End&t and ~11 other Governors of New 
England, and to the ministers and oficers of all 
plantations there. 

CHARLES R. 
Trusty and well beloved, we greet you 

well. Having been itlforrlled thilt severul of our 
subjects a1no!8g ~<KI c:rllcd Qui~ltols, IIRV~ been, 
and are iri3prlsoned by you, whereoi-s,,rlle have 
been executed, and others in diloger to undergo 
the like, we do IvreI~y raquue tll;lt if tbqre be 
any ofthoae people ;uuong JOU culled Quakers 
now conde~vned to suffir dwh or. other corpo- 
revI punishmans, or that are iulprison.zd and ob- 
noxious to the like condernna~~on, yoo are to 
forbear and proceed no further therein, but furth- 
with to send anid persons (whether condemned. 
or unprisonod) over into this our king;doro of 
England together with the respective crimes or 
&ences luld to their charge, to the e.nd that they 
may be de& with agreeable to our laws and 
their own damepits; and for so doing, thio shall 
be your sufficient warrnnt and.discharge. 

Given at our Court at Whitehall the 
9th day of Sept. 1661. 

By his Majesty’s comll;and 
Wil!inw Morris. 

Democrats, this lesson deserves your special 
attention. The irreligiousand protligate Charles 
the second commanding our puritan arrcestora, 
throogh their chosen agents, to take their hands 
Tram exh uther’s throats; and to take care and 
govern themselves wi!h a better respect for each 
other’s rights ! 

Strzmge mandateindeed from a despotic throne, 
and to a self-governing commonitv. 01 what 
value is mere parchment liberty wcthout cease- 
less democratic vigdence ? What tyranny is 
worse, than that ofa special interest in power, 
operating through free forms, be it of wealth, of 
the church or combinations ofmonopolists. 
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It now romaincd to pass the royal mandamus 
over to the colony, and for this purpose it pleased 
the king to grant his deputation to Samnel Shat- 
tuck, a Quaker of Boston, and then in London 
under banishment from his native land on pain 
ofdeath, and as the business required haste, a 
ship was chartered, Ralph Goldsmith, another 
Quaker, master, for three hundred pounds, to 
sail in ten days, qoods or no goods. 

In June 1661, Wenlock Chris&on washrought 
before the court of assistants; there, both Endi- 
cot and Bellingbarn told him that anless he 
would renounce his Quakerisur he should sure- 
ly dia. Nay, said. be firmly, $0 not deceive 
yoarselv&, I>ahall not change my religion; or 
seek r+save my life; you can fake it when you 
will. But to the surprise of all, instead of pro- 
ceeding to trial he was ordered back to prison. 

The court went mto consultation bow they 
should dispose of him. But they were divided 
and for two weeks sat in debate, during 
whmh time It was said the sun shone not m 
the firmament, as if in sadness at the guilty 
work. A sure token of tbe feelings of the peo- 
ple, who always on like occasions attribute to 
heaven their own sentiments. 

At lest intolerant pride prevailed& and Christi- 
son inas pot on trial, and the jury ~40” return- 
ed a verdict of guilty; and when asked what he 
had to say why sentence of death should not he 
passed on him, hesaid because he had done noth- 
ing worthy of death. But, said they, you come 
among us in rebellion, which is like the sin of 
witchcraft, and should be punished. 

Christison .-By wtlht law do you put me to 
death ? 

En&cot.-We have a law which condemns 
you to death? 

C.-Who empowered yen LO m&o that law ? 

6% 
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E.+$$e have a patmt, and arc the paten- 
raPc+--judge if we may not make laws. 

C.--Rut can you make laws repugnant to 
those of En,alarrd ? 

E.-Surely not. 
C.- I’hen iu your laws against Quakers, you 

have gone beyond yoor bouH& and hxre for- 
feited your charter. Tell me, are you the king’s 
subjects ? Yea or nay. 

What grmd will an answ~-r do you, said See- 
refary Rawson. To know, said Chrjaiieon,‘ifyou 
will own your late p,etition to the king,w@ein you 
desire to kneel nmong his most loy~l*so%jeg@. 

We are among his most loyal suhjecte, said 
Endicot. 

So am I, s-aid Chric+tisou. and for aught I 
kr)ow as good as yourselves, if not better; [or 
did the king but know your hearts as God kriocs 
them, he would soon see their rottenness towards 
himself; but as we are equally sohject to the 
same king qQd laws, what.havqou to do wtttt 
my lifu here, upon R lawpf your 02wLn%aking, 
and not approved 6~ our king or nati&. I nav- 
er yet heold ofEnglish law to hang Quakers. 

But there ia to hang Jesuits though, said En- 
dicot. 

But you presume to hang me as a Quaker and 
nat an a Jesuit, therefore I appeal to lhe laws of 
my own nation. 

We have you in our power, said a surly as- 
ai+ca,and shall dtaposa of goa whether- you 
tifl or no. 

Holdq your head, said secretary Ran~on. 
I willrnot, said Wenl~ck; speak, 1 can hear 

thee. 
Guilty or not guilty, said the Secretary. 
I deny alC gtidt. 
But the law condemns thee, said Endtcot. 
And the Lord Both justify rms. said Wanloek. 

Who art thou that condemneat! 
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The vote for sentence of death wan then pdt 

but there was a division among the assistants; 
a number would not vote to sentence the pris- 
oner. End&t sseina this, became angry, rind 
declared that he could find it in his heart to go 
home. 

F;rr better for thee to bo at home .thnn hare, 
said Weniock, for thou art about a bloody work. 

Even the”second vt)te was confused and un- 
certain, which ao intiensed the Governor, that 
he stood up and said, I thank God I am not 
afraid to gore judgment, and he then pronounced 
sentencee of death, to which Chtisiiaon iepliad, 
the wiii of the Lord be done. 

Bat te the court he said, “note my xtirds, if 
you haya power Lo t&e ruy life being as 1 am in 
your hands; yet this will ho your last, you shall 
never more have power to take Qunkers’ lives 
frurlr Lhem. Do nor think to weary the living 
God hy slaying !lis servants. For the lust mim 
you have put to death, here are five come in his 
room-if you kill me (God can acnd others of his 
servants in my room, that you may have torment 
upon torment, which is your portion-there is ne 
peace for the wicked, saith my God.” 

Brethren upon this scene comment ia unnec- 
essary. Wenlock was sent back tc prison, and 
in five days after, ‘the marsh:tll and corlstable 
came with orders for his liberation, with tx*enty- 
secen more of his suffering- companions, who 
had lung plned in a dungeon m Bnstoll, lor tbeir 
testirrrony ofwhat they conceived the truth. 

What means this? said Wenlock, when they 
told him he was at liberty. We have a new 
law, said they. 

“What, said be, have you given up your gal- 
lows, that last weapon of your defence ? Your 
rulers have declared that your‘old law was.gcod 
and necesaarylfor the peace and e&ety of the 
country. Bori, have~y&&an& be&me weak; 
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but the.powerofGod is ever yoo all.” This bi- 
ting sarcasm under circumstances the,moet try- 
ing to human courage, reveals clearly the spirit 
of the man, the charter government bad to deal 
with on this occasion. If all Quakerswereguch, 
persecu:ion itself woald’require some co&rage; 
though usually a most cowardly c&ice. 

And even now the prison doors were thrown 
open spitefully. For or’the twknty-seyen to be 
liberaied, they ‘took Peter Pi~ra~ r&l Judith- 
Brown, stripped th’em both to .tbe.tiiddl& man 
and womb, fasteded them to ‘8,. carc’s-t&l si,dq 
by side, sod whipped them ~fbrbugl+the‘ town ,of 
Boston, tw&ty stripes each, tha cart driving 
slowly that the lash might be put on deliberately. 
The peculiar offencn nf Peter and Judith wos re- 
fusing Wplead IO the charges brought against 
them in court, and remaining dumb before tbeir 
persecutor&. 
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LETTER X. 

Ralph Goldnmithls ship arrived in Boston har- 
bor abotd the first of December, 1661; it being 
also on the Sabbath day. On board was &mu- 
+) Shattuck the banished, Qoaker; but now the 
Idng’s deputy and $avQ charge of the royal 
mahdamur to th8 CoIotiaJ tiiacers *d ministers. 
Ap& ie pres&aat& &&ee?g’ of th+ @&on, no in- 
~rcrpur$e IV= a&Ye&by t#e .qp%& between 
the rh’lp’s-company and the town’& people on 
the day of‘their arrival. Early on the following 
morning Ralph and Shattuck repaired to John 
Endicot’s house and on knockmg at the door, a 
man came from his Excellency to know their 
business. They bid him say to his master that 
they had a message tiom king Charles of Eng- 
land to the governor, and wbidh they could com- 
municate in person only. 

Vn:berng Introduced, Endicot’s countenance 
cl&nged, when his eye fell upon Shattuck, he 
knew that Quaker, for he had pronounced his 
sentence of banishtint; and he ordered his hat 

-to be taken off. But when he read the deputa- 
tion and the mandamus his countenance changed 
again and the parties seemed suddenly to change 
their relative position, for they gave Shattuck his 
hat and Endicot tbok off his own, in respect to 
the vice royal deputy. 

Endicot then left th8 two and sought out BeI- 
lingham for consulration; and they soon returned 
an answer that they would obey his Majesty’s 
commands. Goldsmith and Shattuck then re- 
turned to the &hip afid delivered their letters from 
England, &nd all the company, which was sup. 
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posed to consist of Quakers, went on shore and 
with their friends in town returned thanks to God 
for their great deliverance. 

At this time the assistants were in session; tha 
subject was brought before them, and in a short 
time there was a general jail delivery of the Qua- 
kers then imprisbned inBoston, by tbe following 
order. 

To William Salter, keeper of the prison in 
Boston: 

You are required by authority and order of 
the General Court forthwith to release and dia. 
charge the &U&W who are at present m your 
custody. See that you don’t neglect this. 

By order ofthe Court, 
EDWARD RAWSOX Secretary: 

The king’s mandate produced a great sensa- 
tion in the colony. Thay knew that Charloa 
was jealous of their loyalty, and would lend a 
willing ear to the numerous complaints now gat& 
ering against them They therefore oppointcd 
two agents to London; the Rev. Mr. Norton of 
the first church in Boston, and Bradstreet, the 
distinguished pprsecnting assistant. Thcsc were 
to learn the king’s suspicions against them, and 
to represent the people here as his most faithful 
subjects. The supposed dangers of the mission 
may be learned from the fact, that the agents 
took surety of the government to make good all 
damage, by detention of their persoas in England. 
They sailed February lOth, 1662. 

At Whitehall it was said that their reception 
was moat flattering; but to the English Quakers 
they were objects of great interest, as a sample 
of their most virulent persecutors. And in Lon- 
don many of these, with George For, gathered 
round them, to learn what part they sustained 
in the cruelties to the Friends in America.- 
Norton it was mid, denied any participation in 
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those cruelties, but Br&treet confessed his acts 
and defended them. And when Fox, the father 
of the sect, asked him by what law they put his 
friends to death, hc replied, bfthe English law 
against Jesuits. Rut, said Fox, did you believe 
these you hung were Jesuits or Jesuitically af- 
fected? endBradstreet vva~ couatrained to suy 
no. Then, said Fox, you murdered them ! The 
charge of murder in London, was unpleasant to 
the charter ruler, aud he esclanned, what have 
you come here to entrap and catch us ? “Thou 
hast caught thyself, said the shrewd Quaker, 
and upon thina.own, admission, may be brought 
to answer here &I ‘England for thttlives of those 
men. The f&her oPWm. Robinson is now in be- 
ing and no Quaker, and were he id London and 
found thee out, he vvould not scruple to prosecute 
thee; and we are daily advised to bring thee to 
amwer, by lhe most loyal of his Majesty’s ser-- 
vants, hut we shall leave thee with the Lord.” 

This was a most startling intimation. The 
idea of a trial for murder in England was a vlsron 
of terror to the charter agents; who saw at once, 
in the then state of the public mind, a strong to- 
ken of the most fatal result. In then new posl- 

tion the subject assumed a new and frightful as- 
pect; alone and frIendI& in a distant land they 
now could appreciate the feelings of those Qua- 
kers they had slain in Masssachusetts. 

Upon Norton’s more susceptible mind, the 
impressron was never effaced, for from the time 
oftheir return, which was quite hasty after this, 
all accounts agree, that he pined, and not long 
atter dted in melancholy mood. From the re- 
ception of the king’s mandamus the charter pow- 
ers ceased capital prosecutions for religion; but 
as if 10th to take their hands off the Quakers, 
they for a long season and almost to the end of 
the charter, continued to whip, fine and imprison 
them almost without measure. By a law as late 
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as 1677, the year after Philip’s war, they re- 
newed the slumbering fires of persecution, he- 
canse us they alleged God’s judgments were up- 
ma them, in that calamity, for their toleration of 
Quakers. In these persecutions more than three 
hundred citizens of the republic suffered in their 
persons and estates, and many were ruined by 
heavy fines, whippings and imprisonments, and in 
discouragement left the country. So numerous 
were the law-made otfences against the church 
power, a man could hardly speak or move with- 
out hazard. To go to a Quaker meeting was 
penal, to stay at home was penal, and Quakers 
could not be made to attend the regular charter 
worship in company with their persecuters; hence 
prosecations and punishment wcrc ofalmost daily 
occurrence. Those who had property would ratb. 
er see it wasted than submit, and when they 
bad,none, they were doomed to hard labor, and 
in one case two were ordered to be sold out of 
the country as slaves to pay their fines, for not at- 
tending the rcgulnr divine worship ! 

Lawrence Southic and Cassandra his wife 
were sober and industrious Quakers of Boston, 
and whom God had blessed with twu duliful 
children, a son and a daughter. They once had 
property ofland: and cattle, but by long and 
continued prosecutions, and the law against their 
sect, and by banisbment they were now very 
poor. This oppression the children resented and 
refused to attend the established church woxskip 
on the Lard’s day. Upon this they were tiken 
before a magistrate and fined, and having no 
propeity were urdered to work, this they also 
refused, and the public treasury was like to lose 
its dues, and thus the case was carried before 
the gt~~eral court, whichreraise the money, made 
the following order. 

“ Whereas Daniel Southic and Provided 
Sourhic, son and daughter of Lawrence 23outhic, 
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absenting themselves from the public ordinances, 
have heen fined by the courts of Salem and Ips- 
wxh, pretending to have no.estate and refusing 
to work; the court upan per114 of a lilw which 
WL(P ma& upon the account fldebts, in answer 
to what should be done, for the satisfaction of 
the fines, renolctra; that the Treasnrsrs of the 
several counties are, and shall be fully empower- 
ed to sell the said persons to anji of the English 
notion at Virginia or Barbadoes, to answer for 
said fines.” 

EDWARD RAWSON, Secretary: o 

Under this order, one of the Treasurers actu- 
aily sought to send Southic’s children to a slave 
tmrket at Barbodoes. But to the lasting honor 
of the profession, no ship master could he focud 
to take them; and one especi:illy affirmed that 
ohould hc hc tcmptcd to engage in so foul a 
business, he would never trust himself at ,sea 
again in the best ship that over swam, and he 
bude the wicked treasU,-e,- to go home and me- 
pent. 

Democrats, how soft a a word is religious in- 
tolerance, for such 811 ilct uf clril~t13 daupuliam 
as this. 

‘@here was a law in thee days also, by which 
&uahc;rs might be wirippeti as vagabonds from 
town lo town through the charter limits, and the 
several constables as they passed them on from 
burd LO hand whipped them southerly into rbe 
the wilderness between Dadham and Rhode Is- 
land. 

On a certaig time three young and delicate 
Quakevesses went dawn to Dover, then the moat 
northerly town in Massachusetts, and w!%re 
there were many Quakers. Here their move- 
ments and exhortations became offensive to Rich- 
ard Waldren one of the charter magistrates, and 
thefollowmg order issued by him will serve as 

I 
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a sample of many othnra, and of itself conveya 
more knowledge of the temper of the times than 
any description. 

“To the constables of Dover, Hampton, Salis- 
bury, Newbury, Rowley, Ipswich, Wenham, 
Lynn, Boston, Roxbury and Dedham, and uhtil 
these vngahuud Quakers are catried out of this 
jurisdiction.” 

“You and every of you are required in the 
king’s name to to take these vagabond Quakers, 
Anne Coleman, Mary Tompkins, and Olive Am- 
brose and make them fast to the cart’s tail, and 
driving the cart through your several towns, to 
whip them upon their naked backs, not euceed- 
ing ten stripes apiece in each town, and so to 
convey them from constable tooonstahle till they 
are out of this jurisdiction, as you will answer 
it at your peril; and this shall be your warrant 

Per me, RICHARD WALLIRON.” 

In Dover on a cold day in December Waldron 
saw the execution of his own order. Th”go;~ 
Quakeresses were st.ripped to the waist 
him, tjed to a cart”s tail and whipped, and when 
some preecnt ventured to condemn the cruelty 
he put two of them in the stocks. From Dover 
they were passed on to Hampton and there 
whipped; and from thence to Salisbury. At 
Saliabury Walter Barefoot through compassion 
tpersuaded the constable to give hitn the warrant 
totake the prisoners to Newbury; but having ob- 
tained it, he set the females at liberty; and thus 
no doubt saved their lives. For by the order 
they could be whipped through eleven towns, 
and ten stripes in each and over a distance of 
eighty miles ! 

This cruelty soon bmlt up a Quaker society 
in Dover, which long outlived the charter des- 
potism; and this is the Waldron who was toma- 
hLwked in his own bedchamber by the. Indians, 
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for his cruelty aod treachery to them, they not 
being of Quaker forbearance. And to such 
agents was committed the lives and liberties af 
the freemen of the republic. 
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LETTER XI. 

Although I do not propose to detail further 
the Quaker persecutions, yet it irr not for lack of 
matter of narrative. Tho ooliootions of fins3 in 
those days, for mere low-made offences, was a 
lucrative business. The constables and mar- 
shnils levied upon tbo cattle, wearing npporcl, the 
farming and housebold utensils, ofthe people by 
appraisment. It was at the bnrd money stnnd- 
nrd of course, LB a paper currenr,y WB~ unknown 
under the firstcharter ; tbat was the invention 
of the crown governors to fill their pockets from 
the oornings of the people. 

So numerous were these appraisments, that as 
they now stand recorded, a correct estimate may 
be formed of the gold aad ailvu value uf all tbu 
necessaries of life under the first charter. The 
result proves that similar products were then 
nearly fin, per lxU& luwer than at preseut. co- 
temporary writers affirm that more than forty 
thousand pounds were thus levied upon heretlcs 
aud various defaulters in their religious obliga- 
tions, for the use of the charter government and 
the ministry ; an immense sum when we con- 
sider the poverty of the country. It brough6 
down a wide-spread ruin although many fatten- 
ed upon the spoils of their fellow citizens. 

Property in those days changed hands not hy 
virtuous arts of thrift but by the artificial opera- 
tion of law merely, as under a bank or tsriffdis- 
pensation. The sacred rights of property were 
violated by that gOVernment which was design- 
ed to protect it. It might, therefore be lost 
without sloth or improvidence, or won without 
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industry or virtue. This is the essence of deb- 
potism; potism; 

But the most deplorable wrong was the COT- But the most deplorable wrong was the COT- 
ruption of the public mind, which under free ruption of the public mind, which under free 
forms of government is the ruling power. forms of government is the ruling power. It It 
was the oollution of the fountains of iustice, and was the oollution of the fountains of iustice, and 
to Busta& those high pnrsecoting measures, re- 
quired the stimulating of the worst of passions 
among the people, and that by the w6tat’ap- 
pliances. 

In 1665, John Endicot was Governor, and he 
died in the office that year. He was older than 
the charter, being one of those to whom it was 
originally granted, He was nomina@d a first as- 
sistant in 1629 by the king in London, and came 
over here soon after. 

His companions Bellingham and Bradstreet, 
were also original patentees, and the three seem- 
ed to look upon the patent us their own inslru- 
ment by which to govern the people. With otli- 
ees annually elective, they contrived to keep 
themselves in place and influence fur nearly 
half a century, whilst old England passed through 
two severe revolutions and four reigns. In- 
deed they boasted that tbeil pt;rsonal?ntluence 
was hardly subject to change in this republic, 
and they even scoffed at the Instability of legiti- 
mno it&f in tbe pilrt;ul governmen:. 

Tk I e c ose of Endicot’s life and administration 
was marked by the prosecution of five anabap- 
tists. On trial it was charged against them I‘ that 
they had gathered themselves into a pretenqed 
church estate, in opposition to Christ’s churches 
in the culo~y ;” which was contrary to law and 
against the peace. The accused confe$sed that 
they had been rebaptized, established a Baptist 
&II& and char one of them had administered 
the Lord’s supper. Upon this the rrssisftants 
degraded and deprived them of their power to 
vote as freemen, and whemthese Baptists would 

7% 
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not C~~SB &a exercise of their religion, the char- 
ter government first imprisoned, and then ban- 
i+d them. 

This, then despised aad persecuted sect, is 
naw the most nomeroos in the United States. 

From the timu that the charter rules attracted 
thaunfavorahle notice of King Charles by the 
capital punishment of his subjects foood in the 
jurisdiction, he never forgot or forgave the ne- 
cessity of his mandamus. In the law and the 
act, thus taking away the lives of Englishmen, 
not fop any crime known to British law, stat- 
nta or mmmnn, that je,lons mnnarr~ saw the 
assumption of sovereignty in his own dominiona 
aad by his own subjects. Well might they then 
tremble Lr that charter under which they ha d 
in very deed committed two of the most I’earfol 
crimes, treason and murder ; as the English 
Quakers had charged against them. 

In the king’s letter to the Colony in 1662 
sent by Norton and Bradstreet, among other 
things he commanded ‘s that in the choice of 
Govtrnor and assistants, the only consideration 
to be had should be the wisdom, virtue and in- 
tegrity of tho cnodidntcs, that alI froo-holders of 
competent estates, not vicious though of dlf- 
ferent persuasions concerning church govern- 
nlcnt, should have their votes in the: clcction of 
all officers civil and military, and that his letter 
should be published. 

Yet none of the king’s injunr;tions were obey- 
ed. Church power would not trust the elective 
franchise in dissenters hands ; and whom they 
could not WIJUUI th~uugh thr; omcbiat-ry uf 
church disciplioe. Nay, they wooid not trust 
the liberty of the press, for this same year they 
phwd it uruler the control of two lir;arrvtr~ lile- 
ated by law, and thus under a people’s self gov- 
ernment, the people were made to distrust their 
own judgment as to what rhey ought to read J 
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In lieu of obedience, they sent the king over 
p shiploadofmats for his royal davy, with a 
most Ioval latter, and Ihe.u, contiaucd their o4d 
practices. 

From this period we dnte the decline of the 
charter. ThEee years after. the kmg sent over 
five commissioners to regulate the colony opoaa 
plan he drew up embracing toleration, but after 
a long and anxious mission, they returned an on 
favorable report. 

From 1666 10 ‘78, Beltingham was aunuauy 
Governor ; and in ‘73, Mr. Leverett was called 
to the office. and which headministertid&ithfu% 
ly to 1678, and through that bloody conflict 
with the New-England Indians catted Philip’s 
war. It was waged for extermination on both 
sides ; and bore more heavily on Massachusens 
in precious lives and treasure, in proportion to 
it- moans, thxn Aid <he rrvnlutinnxry strogv~ln. 

In 1679, Brad.&eet, at the age of 76, first 
obtained the executive oflice, having sought it 
f-m fifty ys?arr, and he WRY annnnlly elPrwd, 
whilst the government stood. 

It was under this Governor that effective 
measurer were first moced in England aen;ust 
the charter ; and in connection with these, the 
notorious Edward Randolph first appears in oar 
history. Ho cnnie bore in Philip’s WCA~, the 
year of’tbe bloody Narroganset swamp fight, sod 
as au illomened messenger, he seemed a portion 
of ttlc public didtroaa. Hc prcscntvd to the 
povernv and magistrates the king’s letter, calling 
them to answer divers complnints, copies of 
which were alao transmitted, und from the time 
of his first mission to the couniry he seems 
to have resolved the overthrow of the charter 
government. In the nine f&owingyearshe made 
eight voyages to.New England, and all, as was 
supposed, oo errands of mischiefand disturbance 
between the colony and the C~OVVII. 
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The mauifest failure of the charter govern- 
ment ro’aecnre to the people their rights of per- 
son -rrad property, brought great scandal upon 
the ause of popular self government, and of 
lnrhur Randolph and his master Charles, care- 4 
fdy availed themselves. 

And it was so, that thie British king, both 
tyranical and intolerant at home of all that cross- 
ed his interest, seemed here the advocate of all 
good freedom,and the great refuge of all here op- 
pressed, under a republican government ! A 
novel spectaclein those times; but men had ye6 to 
learn the despotism of all special interests in 
power under republican forms. Now it is a 
common lesson. In 1683, Randolph brought 
over the Qoo \Varranto against the charter ; but 
with the king’s promise, that if thecolony woald 
submit he would regulate the government mere- 
ly, hut not destroy it. 

Upon this the assistants, as was quaintly said 
“ showed more of the willow than the oak,” and 
they passed a resolve, “ that they would not 
contend in law with his Majastp , but would 
humbly lay themselves at his royal feet in sub- 
mission to his pleasure.” They needed some 
of the courage of old Mary Dyer whom they 
slew in the days of their power. 

One impulse of Democracy alone appeared on 
this occasion. The House of Deputies indorsed 
on this lowly resolve the following :- 

rG Nov. 30, 1683, The Deputies consent not. 
WILLIAM TORRY, Clerk.” 

The prosecntion proceeded ; the Quo War- 
ranto was returned, a Scire Facias issued, and 
was returned also, and on the 18th June, 1684, 
jod6mer.t was entered up upon default for his 
Majesty, the charter decreed void, and the fran- 
chise seized on for the crown, and the colony 
then forced to submit to such government LLB 
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was impoaed on it. But Charlea never maw 
the settlement of that government for he aur- 
vived the charter hut a short time. 

Nor did his unfortunate successor. J the 
second ; during whose short reign th lony 
was governed under two royal cgmi&ouors, 
the first tn Mr. Dndley as president of a tiuncil 
of government, which lasted hut a few months, 
and the secondto Sir Edmund Andros for all 
NPW F.ngland. 

Sir Edmund arrived in Boston harbor in a 
fifty gun ship called the Kingfisher, December 
19, 1686, and immediately took upon himself 
the government; in which he continued for 
about three years. 

He was in fact a Viceroy, and proved a ty- 
rant. He turned upon the old charter rulers 
with hitter persecution. He threatened IO shut 
up their meeting houses declaring that their con- 
gregational religion was worse than none; and 
he demanded conformity to the Church of Eng- 
land. The validity of their marriages and their 
titles to the lands he also called in question-the 
former because their ministers were mere lay- 
mm and could not cclchrato marriage, and the 
latter because, when the first charter was made 
void, all &es under it perished also; and he re- 
quired g&&a% sums for n renewal of titles.- 
At last his manifold tyrannies and exaction3 
aroused !he people and in April 1689, they ar 
rested and inmisoned and finollv sent him to 
England. 

The accession of William and Mary to the 
English thrur~e ahuut the wme time ajved all 
bad consequences from that strong measure. 

From this period, to the arrival of the second 
charter in 1692, the old charter forms were in a 
measure revived, and with them came. in the 
old charter influences of church and clergy pend- 
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ing which commenced the celebrated witch per- 
secutin, a detail of which is-reserved for other 
letters. 
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LETTER XII. 

We now commence some detail of the witch 
persecutions from 1645 to the Zd charter, 1692. 

It is democratic doctrine, that sanity, be:lev- 
olence and justice, are the natural nttrihntea of 
the public mind. Were it ctherwise, we may 
see at ooce that men would lack the power of 
anlf~gevnrnmnnt rind r.onld not dwell together 
in society, or as a nation. Therefore tiat gov- 
ernment is the most perfect, which @es the 
freest action to the public wisdom and goodness 
upon its policy ; for in these and these alone, 
all our rights find rest, by a common protection. 
But whenever private, special intera@ acts direct- 
ly upon the policy of the g<vernment, and con- 
trolls it, we are not under the protection of the 
public wisdom and goodness, but MpooLd to the 
tyranny of private avarice or ambft?an, or per- 
haps both. It was nc,t for the cotumon in- 
te+eet of religion, but to quiet tho jealousy of the 
church political, the party of privfiege, tbat the 
blood of martyrs flowed. And we may well 
suppose that great labor and art were necesas- 
ry to deprave and corrupt the public mind, to 
sustain the costly sacrifice. And it is profitah!e 
for US to learn those. menns by wbir;b tbia was 
effected. 

And among the first we may name panic mak- 
ing ; to torture the public mi1~1 as they djd in 
those days, by ceaseless alarms of coming judg- 
gments and a prostration of all religion ; as in 
1678, it resuulrded from all the pulpits, that 
the terrible scourge of: Philip’s war, was a jodg- 
ement sent to punish the toleration of Quakers. 

To this end bold and vigorous t&ion was em- 
ployed. I may well say bold, because in the 
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portica of history I shall now recite, they stretch- 
ed over atl minor conceptions, and imaged Satan 
himSelf as a re+tieas, rovingnr&&er of evil, let 
lwae among the people ofthe colony. 

Of course he h.rted nil holiness, and more es- 
peci~tliy the New.England churches. 

For it WI-~ f:lmsd th:,t the Indians here were 
Ilk worShippers; and their powows were his 
priests, uitd that he exeeediqly delighted in 
their rude and :lfftic devotim ; and as it IS a rule 
wtth Pagnn divf&ies to claim the country of 
their devotees, t?b thid American’ Satan looked 
upon all pious people here as wrongful intruders 
upon his domains and witched them sharply for 
mischief. 

We indeed may smile at this hypothesis, but 
it snited the times and was pat to the purpose of 
ita inventors, and they reguhtrly explained by it, 
all tbt: nppositiun tu Cimt cllill.ter dvulinatioo. 

This is shown by a refetence to authorities. 
Cotton Mather savs in his church history, that the 
devil appeared io the sedition of Roger Wil- 
1i;trns. Of Mrs. Hutchinson he wrote, that witch- 
craft was in her family rind phtyed around her 
bed ; and that in her exile, she bore as many 
monsters as she h;td invented wicked here&s. 
So said the Rev. Xr. Weid, of Roxbory, anaalso 
the great Hooker of Connecticur. And nndtber 
minister publicly declared that the ‘Quaker 
light” was but a Rlthy hell-vapor.. Gov. Endicot, 
as I have stated when be ordered their ear9 to be 
cut otf, said they had no commission to come 
into this jurisdiction, but from the devil. And 
above all lhere stood upon the statate book the 
old Cottonian faw of 1645, against witcheraf$ al- 
ready cited, a false recognition, by the highest 
authority of the devil’s power to appear in the 
colony; nay, by a strangb constructioh it was 
made .an act of conjuration, a summons to 
comerforth, and which ha was well pleased to 
obey. 



FIRST CHARTER. 85 

Bu never did priest or king, or any np&nl 
interest, employ a more potent or treacherous 
agent to sustain unhallowed power. They veri- 
fied to the letter, and in hlnody recordr the troth 
of the oldadage, that, “whoso deals with the dev- 
il, will have a hard master.” For from the time 
that policy !ooned him within the charter limits, 
he, or evil-mindad men in his name, hold not on- 
ly the peace of the country, but the lives and for- 
tune3 of thn ritiwna, at will; and he roamed Ln 
terror through the land. And thus those who 
most vigorously pushed harmless religion& like 
the Qoxkerg, Elaptiats, 6~. from the juriediction, 
let in the father o’fall mischief, by soiamo law; 
sg short-sighted are all, who employ bpd agents 
or public evils or embarrassments, tasuatnin oc 
acquire, political power. 

Within one year after the statute recognition 
of witchoraft, in thejuriadiotiou, a onx- ooourrrd. 
It was in Springfield upon the Connecticut river, 
and in the family of the Rev. Mr. Moxnrn. Two 
of his obildron butook thcmscivcs to cxtrome 
oddities in speech and behaviour, and it wa.s 
readily supposed they were bewitched, but there 
was no proof to fix the eorccry upon any one, 
until three or four years afterwards, when an 
old warnan of settled witch repntatlon, upon 
clbsaexamination woo said to have conf&abd 
her guilt, and here tbc’matter rested. 

The case ofMrs. Margaret Jones of Charles- 
tow” was fatal. She was reputed a witch uf 
such extraordinary malignity, that her touch 
would produce deafness, blindness, sickness a< 
the stomach and violeut pains, and in 1646 she 
was tried and executed. 

In disgust and distress, her husband went on 
board av~~+el to lcavt: the country, aod then 
the vessel began to rock as if it would upset, and 
so continned for twelve hours. Upoil th?s the 
enemies of Jones procured a wagrant of arrest 

8 
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from the Governor and assistants. then sitting at 
Boston; wd when he was imprisoned, the ves- 
sel become quiet. There were on board this 
vessel at t.he time as she lay in Charles River. 
eighty horses, shipped for Earbadoes, and this 
was the witchcraft that rocked the vessel; and 
RS we hpar nn more of Jonnr, no donht the as- 
s&ants saw the error and released him. 

[n 1652, the year that old Massasoit and the 
Rev. John Cotton died there was anothat CRSA 
at Springfield. Hugh Parsons was indicted for 
witchcraft. The jury found hiw guilty; but the 
mxgirtrateu who tried the cause would not agree 
to it and under a law of 1651, it was carried to 
the general court, where the man was dis- 
charged. 

The next, was the case of the widow Hib- 
bins, whom Gov. Endicotand the assistants bung 
for witchcraft May 27, 1666. Her huaband was 
a rich Boston merchant, and an assistant when 
the law against witchcraft was passed, and thus 
be qualified his enemies in rho devil’s name, to 
put a halter about his wife’s neck. She was a 
haughty dame and was not, they thought, snffi- 
oiontly humbled by her husband’s great loss. of 
property in later life, and she came under church. 
discipline and censure. But this only inflamti 
her hot temper, and a witch prosecution c&1&2 
aiooe reduce her to reason. At her trial b was’ 
proved, that having once seen two persons In 
the street talking, she said she knew it was 
about her, and uphappily she guessed right.- 
This turned thecase against her, and shg thus 
lost her life. At her trial they searched berbody 
for thedevil’s mark as they did the Quaker mai- 
dens, Mary Fisher and her friends in less than 
two montha after; but none were found. Before 
execution Mrs. Hihbens made her wi!l, and there- 
in begged her frieuds to respect her body, and 
give it Christian burial. Bur rhe whole colony 
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rang with her story. It was exceedingly alarming 
to the rulers that Satan should presume so high 
as an assistant’s widow, and for more thau thirty 
ytxars 1hbm1 were 110 witch eneculiuns here, ai- 
though there were many supposed cases of the 
OfftXlCf3. 

In 1602 witchcraft passed over to Couoeeti- 
cut. In Nartford at that time, there was im- 
prisoned as a witch, a Mrs. Greensmith and the 
peculiar artthat was used to entrap and convict 
her deserves our notice. 

In the same place there lived a girl whom they 
called Ann Cole, and much admired for her 
beauty.aud ingenuity. She uaderstoodtbe Dutch 
and French languages, rare attainmerftsthen, but 
which of themselves would hardly excite snspi- 
cion to her prejudice, even in the realm of blue 
laws. But shepossessed in addition to these, 
the power ot ventrtloqmsm m a high degree, and 
all combined, came very near to her own un- 
doing; indeed they quite undid old Mrs. Green- 
smith. 

Ann Cole at first only amused herself with the 
little ones of her own far&y, and when she 
practiced the deceptive art in the Dutch Irn- 

uage, the unearthly jargon seeming to come f& . . no vistble object, it afforded her gredt amuse- 
r&ant to see the terrified urchins gather round the 
very cause of their alarm for protection. SUP 
cess tempted her on, and she began to amuse 
h,-rself with ber neighbors. When they came 
in and were seated perhaps the chair would seem 
to compliment them with “how do you do?” 
and if they started up in surprise, “pray keep 
your seat,” would follow in a low coaxing tone; 
and then the honse eat seated in Ann’s lap would 
sing melodiously. But although the fabetious 
maiden never suffered these pastimes to pass 
without explanation, yet some doubted, and eyed 
her with jealousy and circulated strange stories, 
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and before she had tboogbt of conscqueoecs. rn- 
mar had declared her a sort of Magdalene, and 
that her demons talked to each other, in a strange 
variety of Inngungos. These reports excited the 
attention of two clergymen of the place and they 
obtained Miss Ann’s consent to approach her 
80 near when a conference of her spirits took 
place, as to hear and write down the particulars; 
and herein covnmenccd the only veritable witch- 
craft of the oasej for Ann CO~O’S ventriloquism 
or the listening ministers, feigned the supposed 
demone to converse with Mrs. Greenamith as one 
in league with them to do mischief, a foul slan- 
der in either case,and which cost the poor woman 
her life. The clergymen then repaired to prison, 
they said the accused was much agitated upon 
learning the discovery they had made, and by 
sharp interrogatories was made to cenfess her 
familiarity with the devil. She had not signed 
his beok, or made a covenant with hnn, but at 
the then coming Christmass, she was to be ready 
for a high frolic and then all was to have been 
finished. Strange hymenials for a woman ofsev- 
enty-five and the mother of ten sons and daugh- 
ters and abundance of grandchildren; and it does 
not even appear that she was a widow. How- 
ever the poor woman was hung without scruple, 
orspaae for repentance, and without apparant 
pity for her future state; or whether in her exe- 
culion they were doing the devil a good or ill 
oervice. 
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LETTER XIII. 

In October 1671 a demon, it was said entered 
into E!izabnth Knapp, an unmarried girl of Gro+ 
ton, and he caused her alternately to weep and 
laugh, and then in great agitation IO call out. 
money, money. like a modern paper hanker.- 
On the 17th of December following this demon 
began again to speak in the young woman and 
to utter horrid railings agninat the minister nf the 
town. butwithout harm to his cbaractel, as the 
people would not believe him. 

He next m:ldn Elrr,herh annnne the miniqter’s 
wife as the cause of all her woes; hut in this al- 
so heobtained no credit; for the pious woman, 
after prayers with her BP.CIISB~ made her confegs 
the slander; and the devil bad to sbift his quar- 
ters, for he can never do his business unless he 
can maintain some reputation. 

In 1679 a demon probably the same infested 
a house in Newbury. Sticks and stones were 
thrown at the family, by an invisible hand; and 
a staff which hung’against the wall, began to 
swing of its own accord; and then leaped down 
nnd dancod on the hearth, and when they s&cd 
it to born, it could hardly be held on the fire.- 
SOS dish, when the owner of the house was 
writing, leaped into the puil und threw water on 
his work. At length the terrified family cried 
to God for help; and then the demons were 
heard to say moorrifully that they had no more 
power, pnd soon departed. 

In 1682one Deshorough of Hartford was pos- 
sessed of a lhest of clothes, claimed by his neigh- 
bor, but which he would not give up. Soon af- 

s* 
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ter many stones, and corn cobs, were thrown at 
him by an invisible hand. They came in at the 
doors of the house, and through the windows 
and sometimes evendown chmmey. At length 
fires were set on his lands which did him much 
damage. Whereupon he gave up the clothes and 
his vexations ceased. 

So about the same time, a Quaker at Ports- 
mouth, withheld from an old woman of his town, 
a lot ofland which she &aimed as her own; and 
stones soon beaan to be. ttte&wn at his house bv 
an invisible h&d. When they were picked II;, 
it was said thev were found hot. and smelt of 
brimstone, bywhich it was readily known from 
whence they came. Upon this the snbdued and 
terntied Quaker settled with the woman and 
his troubles ceased. Both these cases are re- 
corded, as examples of witchcraft. Yet to us 
they seam to be those where claimants of prop- 
arty, seek other remedies than courts of law. 

But among these examples of foolery, there te 
recorded one tale of horror. It appears tkat at 
Hartford, and about the time of Ann Cole’s ease, 
one Mary Johnsou a young girl tn her minority, 
was indicted and tried by the supreme ccurt for 
familiarity with the devil ! 

The jury returned har guilty; and that mainly 
upon her alleged confessions. I will transcribe 
a portion of Cotton Mather’s history of this case. 
“The girl said t,hat her first familiarity with the 
devil began in her discontent, and by her often 
saying the devil take this and that, and some- 
times wishing the devil would do this or that 
for her, until at last the devil did appear and 
tendered her what services might boat content 
her. Then if her master blamed her for not oar- 
rying out the ashes, the devil would come and 
clear the hearth for her. So when she was sent 
todrivethe hogs out of the corn-field, the devil 
would so chase and frighten them as to make 
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her laugh most merrily. She further confessed 
that she had murdered a child and committed un- 
cleanness wirh both men and devils;” and it 
was for an illicit intercourse with the latter, Ihat 
the Connecticut governor hung this young wom- 
an. 

After her sentence the Rev. Mr. Stone of Hart- 
ford visited her in prison and a8 he verily thought 
was successful in turning her heart towards the 
true God. So that when led out to execution 
she expressed a humbte hope in the mercies of 
redemption; and died much to the satisfaction of 
those gathered round the gallows. 

In this black transaction who does not see the 
full 8uccess of some vde seduce7 of female vir- 
tue, in an apparent legalized destruction of hi8 
victim. Yet it is called a case of lamentable 
witchcraft. So it was with those who slew the 
innacent. 

In 1685 or 6 a book was published at Boston 
with the approbation of the minist.nrR and nmgis- 
trates. It recited the ca8es I have named with 
many others and contained various arguments ,to 
fortify their credibility. The Rev. Cotton Math- 
or of Boston, a man of great influence in church 
and atate was the author; though he at the time 
withheld his name. He was then a young min- 
ister ofabout five and twenty, theson of Mr. In- 
crease Mather then president of Cambridge cot- 
lege,--a position then of greater civil nnd churoh 
power than any other in the land, he was also 
the grandson of the great John Cotton. Cotton 
Mather’s opinions arid twn of thought were in 
harmonv with those who then ruled in Ma88a- 
chusetts, and we thus consider him. 

This book produced the notorious witch case 
ofthe Godwins, of which he also published an 
aocomlt commencing thus. “Huec ipse miser- 
ima vi&.” John Godwin. wad a Doaton mer- 
chant, a character of thef%t respectability, and 
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he sat under the teachings of Mather himself:-- 
A poor Irish woman called Glover, with her 
daughter lived near him. The young Glover of- 
ten served in (iodwm’s tamdy , and on a certain 
time being accused by his eldest daughter of 
some little theft, she cast back a denial and abuse 
for the accusation. The mother came up also 
and defended her child, and her nassion and 
wild Irish accent, so terrified the little Godwin 
that she wae thrown. into hystericks, and they 
were kept up from day to day. Her cake ex- 
cited great eommiserstion in the neigbborbood 
and the physicians who were called in, being puz- 
zled, pronounced it a “preternatural visitation;” 
a very significant phrase, by which all under- 
stood that the little maid was bewitched. Next 
her little sister, and, two brothers seeing what 
was going on, had fits also and were afflicted by 
the invisibles. They declared they were pinched 
aad pricked by some oue whom they knew not, 
and then at times they would seem deaf, dumb 
and blind i and sometimes their mouths would be 
forced wide open and then suddeniy brought to- 
gether with great violence, to the great hazard 
of their tongues. 

In great trepidation, the Boston and Cbarles- 
town ministers kept a fall day offasting and 
prayer at Godwin’s afflicted house; this cured 
the youngest and mildest innocent, who said that 
she was now quite well, bat the others, less 
pliant, denied that they were any better, and 
nought remained but to seek out and punish the 
witch, according to law. But by what law? 
Sir Edmund Andros now ruled all New England 
as viceroy under James II. The old Cottonian 
law against witshcraft under which they hung 
Mrs. Margaret Jones and the widow Hibbins, per- 
ished with the old charter in 1685, and no other 
law bad boon pnsscd; and it wus cot a conrmon 
law offence. Stoughton and Dudley, both first 
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charter rulers, were now also supreme jndges, 
lately commissioned by Sir Edmund; and these 
at the solicitation of Mather and others, ven- 
tared to arraign and to try Mistress Glover for 
witch practices on the Godwin family. But she 
was a stranger to the language and too ignorantto 
understand legal proceedings, and when asked 
to plead to her indictment, her answer was un- 
intelligible. The court then swore an interpre- 
ter, and he soou confessed himself puzzled de- 
claring that he believed some other witch, or the 
devil himseif had confounded her language, lest 
she should tell tales. They then searchod Glov- 
er’s house and soma rag babies were foand 
stuffed! with goats hair. We must know that 
the woman was a Catholic and sold toys. 

When one of these images or puppets was 
brought into court, the witch swiftly an2 oddly 
started up and seized it, and immediately oae of 
the children had a sad fit before the court and as- 
sembly . The judges noted the fact. and ra- 
peated the experiment and with the same result, 
as it was said, the children saw not when Glov- 
er laid her hand on the babv images. In thn 
end the court were satisfied that she used these 
dolls mysteriously in her work of torment. She 
owned also that them wxs ona who warher 
prince, but did not say whether he were the pope 
or the devil. It was suggested that she might be 
crazed; hot R jury nf dortnrr returned, that she 
was conqxx n~ntis. She was finally sentenced 
to death and executed in Boston; yet the afflicted 
ohildrnn did nnt wcover but rather grew worm, 
or they improved by practice, for they would 
now bark at each other like dogs and then they 
an&l purr like cats. They would protood tc 
he in a rad hot oven, and panted and sweat ac- 
cordingly; and then that they were cast into cold 
water and appeared very chilly. 

Bat as there were niany who doubted the h on- 
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eaty of the Codwins, Mather informs 48 that be 
took the eldest to his own house, that he might 
have a critical knowledge of those things, which 
would qualify Irim to refute the bnldeiity of the 
debauched age, as he called it, in which he lived; 
and he there experimented with the little damsel 
ad iuudr lo his sarisfaction, 

It was current doctrine then, that all pious 
books were very offensive to witches and those 
under the power of wichcraft; and Mather found 
that his Miss Godwin abhorred the Bible, the As- 
sembly’s Catechism, and his grandfather Cot- 
tan’s “i&lilk for Babes ” a little work, once quite 
popular. Dut Popish’books, Quaker books and 
the book of common prayer gave her no offence. 
This last she called her Bible, and gave it more 
than ordinary respect. Books in proof of witch- 
craft she would not touch, but such as ridiculed 
thenotion, and jest books gave her great delight, 
and the more profane they were, the merrier they 
made her. And Cotton marvelled at her discern- 
ment. 

Sometimes the devil would bring Miss God- 
win a horse, and then she had. all the graceful 
motions ofan equestrian. One day she rode up 
stairs into the minister’s study, whereupon she 
suddenly cried out ns if surprised, “they are 
gone: God won’t let them come here;” and 
she was at once cured, and sat reading the Bi- 
ble and other good hooks for a long time. But 
when she left the study the demons returned, 
with her horse, and she frolicked as before.- 
This experiment of the charmed study, was 
tried before many visitors and with the like suc- 
cess. Mather’s experiments further satisfied him 
that Miss Godwin’s demons understood Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, but none of the Indian lan- 
guages. The ministers of Boston and Charles- 
town now kept another day of fasting and prayer 
at Godwin’s house and this cured the children 
there. 
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But still the one at Mr. Mather’s was not im- 
proved. From long indulgence she waxed wan- 
ton and endeavored to play tricks upon her ben- 
efactor. Rho seemed tn think his credulity end- 
less, and played off upon him some disrespect- 
ful and manifest deceptions. This the devout 
man could not endure and he sat about her cure 
in good earnest; and accordingly, as he says, he 
besought the Lord thrice in three days of prayer, 
with fasting, and the Godwin family saw their 
deliverance perfected. This seems a near ap- 
proach to some of the scripture miracles. 

The printed narrative of theso things was fully 
attested by a’ll the Boston and Charlestown mia- 
isters; and even the famedRichard Baxter wrote 
o prcf~e to the work in Loadon, oad therein de- 
clared, that he must be a Sadducee indeed, &ho 
would not believe it. 
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LETTEn XIV. 

It is manifest, that the publicat;on of the witch 
cases I have named, with the approbat.ion of the 
magiatrated and ministars, trod the turn thereby 
given to the whole subject, gave sanction to all 
wit& prosecutions, as both pious and patriotic. 
Ye1 ItIt! Ilalural effects of ibis met~sis~~e did not 
immediately appear. The tyrranny of Sir Ed 
mund Andsos then began to engross the public 
mind. He presumed to tread upon tt~at otmrob 
power, which had so long ruled the land; and 
being a vigilant and potent enemy, witchcraft fur 
a while remained unheeded. 

The viceroy and his creature Randolph was 
imprisoned by the people as I have already sta- 
ted, in 1689; and immediately a council of safe- 
ty was formed, and which was virtualiy the gov- 
ernment. These chose for their president, the 
old charter governor, Dradstrect. 

In June that year, the reprcsentativcs of the 
people met at Boston. They renewed the old 
charter form of the government, but it was pow- 
erless. They could not resume the clrurter it- 
self, for it had been made void in chancery. In- 
deed, for more than two years, there was no le- 
gitimate government, and the colony was ex- 
pehting a new patent from William and Mary.- 
Yet it was during this interval, when there wad 
no law against it, statute or common, or magis- 
trates qualified for the inquisition, that witch- 
craft began to be prosecuted at Salem village.- 
This is a startling fact in our history-, and shows 
how ill understood were the just aud equable 
principles of a democratic: government. 
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This tragedy &u began in a minister’s family. 
The Rev. Samuel Parris, was educated at 

Cambridge. He first engaged in trade, but be- 
ing UIItiuccessfuI he turned to the ministry and 
was settled at Salem village. At the time now 
in view, his parish was in a high quarrel of 
whiqh his arts to obtain the fee instoad of the im- 
provement for life only of the parsonage farm, 
was the cause. And whilst thus warm with mu- 
tual malevolence, pastor and flock, the current 
notions of witchcraft suddenly placed in their 
power the means of mutual revenge; and finey 
were at once fully delivered over to the effe& 
of their own excited wrath. A very natural baa 
very terrible pdniahment. 

It was a horrid pohcy in the charter govern- 
rbent to ever use the devil to overawe the peo- 
ple. A boundless power of evil, which a child, 
as well as a minister, or a charter ruler, could 
set in motion; and then whoever could might 
lay him. 

In the latter part of February, 1692, two child- 
ren in the Parris family, both about ten years 
old, Elizabeth his daughter, and Abagail Wil- 
liams his niece, began to behave in a strange 
manner; they wolrld- creep under chairs, sit in 
uncommon attitude.+ and otter language which 
none could un’derstand; and as they were pitied 
and indulged, their freaks increased until it was 
thought they were very like the Godwina and 
must he bewitched; and the physicians when 
called in confirmed the opinion. Mr. Parris only 
inci+ased their malady by holding a day&sol- 
emn prayer at his house with the neighbor&g 
ministers. 

But he had in his family two slave., John nad 
Tiuba his wife. The squaw was from.JVew 
Spain and once a #ubject of the old Montezrtmian 
empire and prohahly was imbacd with aomc 
of its gloomy and unfathomable superstitions.- 

9 
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Ilm thoughts too mxmed cm busy cm her maa- 
ter’s, and she told him that although no witch 
herself, she once served a mistress who was, and 
WllU LirU& lltx 1lUW l” Gild Lberll “Ul, illIll allr; 
would try upon the children without hurting 
them. Parris greedily took with her scheme, and 
he silw her whilst she look rye multi ud knezad- 
ed a cake, which she salted in a peculiar man- 
ner, and which she said, when baked in green 
cabbage leaves in the embers, and eaten by the 
two girls, would make them see their torment- 
ors; and she continued the experiment. But al- 
though both she and her master affected to act 
and talk mysteriously, yet the children as they 
crept about shrewdly under the chairs, eyed the 
cookery with a very jealous interest, and when 
they became conscious that the unsavory morsel 
was for their mouths they grew restive; for no 
necromancy could satisfy them that Tituba’s 
briny bread was like gingerbread, or any thing 
good. and they began to show a rational opposi- 
tlon. But Tituba said they must eat, and Mr. 
Parris began to use authority. “I’ll smell on’t,” 
raid little Elizabeth, “now won’t that do ? say 
yes, say yes, do good ‘I’itty.” But she shook 
her head. Bless me, .said the father, how nat,u- 
ral they seem; and about the same time the slave 
pulled the rank cake from the embers, and as 
the hot scent filed the room, Abagail cried out, 
there ! there ! I see the?, I see them as plain 
as day, and so do I, said little Elizabeth:-0 
how many ! and there’s old Tit too, she torments 
us, old Tit torments us, said they both. 

It was now all over with the Mexican. In vain 
she frowned and coaxed by turns; or denied that 
the girls could see witch spectres by the smell 
of her cake only. She discredited her own mag- 
ic and which they would sustain for self defence, 
and the more she labored thus! the more. they 
professed to be tormented, untd Parris himself 
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took their part rind threatened Tituba with pun- 
ishment unless she confessed and disclosed her 
confederate witches. 

And John too, her husband, when he PBW her 
in distress, meanly deserted her. He told mas- 
ter Parris that the girls no doubt spoke the truth; 
that she had for a loug tiulr. tormented him 
and was an old hand at it. But discouraged and 
deserted as.she was, her master’s whip alone, as 
she afterwards afirmed, brought her to lie, and 
to confess that the devil engaged her to sign his 
book, and to afllict the children. 

AntI thus was acquired the spectral vision by 
the affliEted so muck nsed-and’s0 fatally for the 
peace of the country, as we shall hereafter see. 
T~tuba was imprisonea, and so contmued, untd 
sold to pay her prison fees ! And again Mr. Par- 
ris fasted and prayed at his house a Pvhole day. 

I Iis family now excited a general sympathy 
and consideration, which others were willing to 
share. Their persecutions, Satan being the author, 
were somswhat honorable, and Ann Putnam an 
older girl of the neighborhoed. instigated by her 
mother no doubt, pretended ts be afflicted alao. 
Thus fortified, they now complained of Sarah 
Good, and a Mrs. Osborn. It was supposed that 
the equivocal characters of these, caused the ac- 
cusatlon; and it was the more readdy credited. 
They were committed by two Salem magistrates, 
the first week in March. Of Osborn we hear no 
more; but Mrs. Good was finally executed. 

It is almost incredible, and yet it is sober his- 
tory, that a little daughter of Sarah Good five 
years old only, was accused by the afflicted of 
tormenting them; and they showed what they 
pretended were the prints of the child’s little 
teeth on their arms ! The Salem magistrates 
committed this mere infant for witchcraft, but as 
we hear no more of her. she was probably liber- 
ated without further harm. 
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About this time there was a great fast at Sa- 
lem; and another proclaimed by the government 
throughout the colony, “that the Lord would ef- 
fectually rebuke Satan and save his people.” 
And the afflicted accusers multiplied oaily, and 
there were added to the number Ann Putnam’s 
mother, goodwiveS Fopc, Bibber rind Goodall, 
maidens, Mary Walcott and Mary Lewis; also 
Tiruba’s husband John; ho turning accuser to 
save birnselffrom being accused. 

About the same time, a society was formed is 
Salem for the detection of witches, and t@ese 
procured the auousatiun and commitment of 
many. This formidable band of accusers now 
crted out against two aged females who were 
church members, by the names uf Corey and 
Nurse. Mrs. Nurse Belonged to tho church in 
Salem under the Rev. Mr. Noyes; and Mrs. CO- 
rey was of Mr. Parris’ flock. This was a dark 
business. It was supposed that Parris instigated 
the accusation. For when made, he gave it pnb- 
lictty and strength; and on the following Lord’s 
day he preached in his pulpit from this texr: 
“Have I not chosen twelve and one of you is a 
devil.” 

A Mrs. Cloyes, sister to Nurse, was at the 
meeting and during the furious and uncharitable 
sermon which followed her dtstress for her sis- 
ter’s life, which it much endangered, constrained 
her to leave the meeting. A high wind closed 
the door suddenly after her and it was said that 
she showed temper; and on the following Mon- 
day an accusation for witchcraft by the Parris 
family, and thoso under its control, went after 
her, upon which she was carried before Hath- 
orn and Currier for examination. This charge, 
we know must have been both malicious and 
f&se, as it was sustained by perjury. 

A further knowledge of the temper and inso- 
lenceofthose, in whose power the lives and lib- 
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erries ofthecicizens were now placed, may be 
gathered from this incident. On the 9th ofMarch 
a Mr. Lawson, minister of Scituate, preached for 
Mr. k’arrls, It being the Sabbath dav. and the be- 
witched band we& present. After the psalm 
had been sung, Abagail Williams called out to 
him to stand up and-name his text, and when he 
did so. she said it was very lone indeed. In the 
disco&se, he explained some point of doctrine 
at considerable length, when Mrs. Pope said 
loudly, “now take up some other point, the peo- 
ple have had enough of that.” In his improve- 
ment ho ma&e reference to doctrines which ho 
said ha W established. “Fray,” said Abagail 
agam, ‘%lmt doctrines do you mean?” 4nd 
then Ann Putnam suddenly cried out, there! 
th’ere ! I see a !ittle vellow bird sittins on thn d c 
minister’s cocked up hat; there where gt bangs 
on the peg in the pulpit. This was spectrdl vis- - 
ion, nobody else saw It and it seemed to be con- 
sidered that the devil thus scoffed and jeered the 
congregation through the mouths of the afflicted. 

9* 
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LETTER XV. 

The six committments now made of the fe- 
males-Tituba, &born, Good, Corey, Nurse, 
and Sarah Good’s little daughter, were upon the 
assumed authority of the two Salen\ magistrates 
alone, instigated by Parris. On the 11th ofApril. 
Danforth the Deputy Governor, with the council 
came down from Boston and sat formally with 
Hathorn and Curwin in the place of power.- 
The Governor Bradatreet the old patentee, who 
bung the Quakers, was now almost ninety; and 
ifl qualified for the uew service. Many of the 
neighboring ministers were also present. 

This terrible witch inquisition gave a sanction 
to the deluaiva and malicious prosecutions. and 
sealed the doom of many innocent victims. 

The inquisitors, the accused and a cloud of 
spectatora, met in a large meeting house, Mr. 
Samuel Parris being employed as clerk, and as- 
suming also a leading part in the production and 
examination of witnesses. The Rev. Mr. Noyes 
ofSalem, an enthusiast in witch huntiug opened 
the business with prayer. After which one of 
theaccused begged that she might go to prayer 
also; but Danforth told her, they had come there 
to examine into her witchcrafts, and not to hear 
her pray ! and she govc it up. 

Mr. Parris then began business by calling up 
as a witness Titnba’s husband John. That cuw 
ning treacherous slave knew well how to please 
his master and save his own neck; and living in 
tho Parris family he knew also the views and 
wishes of those who now controlled the witch 
accusations. 
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Question.-John; who hurts yon ? 
A.-Goody Procter first, and then Goody 

Cloyes. 
Q.-What did she do to you ? 
A.--She (who?) brought the book to me, and 

choked me. 
Q.-John, tell the truth now, who hurts you; 

have voa been hurt ? 
A.-The first I saw was a gentlewoman.- 

(This was no doubt, a dark hint at Mrs. Mary 
l?nglish, the wife of one ofthe first merchants h 
Salem, and who wad afterwards arrested and 
committed.) 

This was the woman, who, when the cpnsta- 
bles were at the door to seize and carry her to 
prison, called her little ones round her, gave 
them her parting blessing and advxe, prayed 
with them, and wept over them, as she supposed 
for the last. time, and then gave herself up quiet- 
ly to her fate. 

Q.-John, who did you see next ? 
A.-Goody Cloyes. 
Q.-How often did she torment you ? 
A.-A gnod many timea. 
Q.-Do the women come to yea mostly in the 

daytime or in the night ? 
A.-Thsy come most in the daytima. 
Q.-John, do y.oa know Cloyes and Procter ? 
A.-Yes, there is Goody Cloyes. 
Upon this Mm. C’loye~ looked sharply at him 

and said,-tel! me when did I ever come to 
thee, or hurt thee? 

A/m-(a little abashed,) 0, a great many 
times. 

0, said Cloyes, you are a grievous liar ! 
Upon thie Parr~e grew a little warm. Now, 

John, said he, tell us what did this Cloyes do to 
you? 

A.--She did inch mo and bicc mc till tho 
blood came. 8 ll 
at meetibg. 

c came and hurt me yesterday 
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This was the woman whose only crime was 
leaving Mr. P.‘s sermon. The malice of the 
master, the perjury of the slave, and the despot- 
ism of Danforth and his assistants were too hard 
for her. John too, seems to have had the spec- 
tral vision in a high degree, though he never RIP” 
smelt of his wile’s cake. He learntit, no doubt, 
of the little girls her pupils, as did Ann Putnam 
and others.- 

Parris then called MaTv Walcot, and asked 
who hurt&@. &,-EoodiCloyes. -Q.--What 
did she do ? j4.-She hart me. Q -Did she 
bring the book? B.-Yes. Q.-What was 
you to do with it ? &.-Sign it, sod be well. 
Then she fell into a fit, in affected horror at tho 
devil’s book. 

Abagail Williams, who so successfully out- 
wittwl Tituba in the matter of tbo salted c&c, 
was next called by her uncle Parris. Abagail, 
saidbe, did yoo, hg’wm ,spectral rision; xmce 
see a wxnpany ncigc;lhis rqseciag hoa& sot. rind 
drink ? 

A.--Yes sir;-it was their witch sacrament. 
It was on the d:ly of tho groat fast. They had 
bread like raw flesh; and they had red drink, 
which they said was our blood; and they had it 
twioc that duy. 

Q.-How many were there ? 
$.-About forty; they came together by the 

sound of a trumpet. They had a minisrer who 
preached, and Goody Cloyes and G&J@ oorrb 
were their deacons. 

Mrs. Cloyes was of rathef delicate her&h, and 
when she heard this strange tissue of fakehood, 
sogreat was her surprise and terror, that she 
sickened and asked for water, but as no one 
would assist her, she Tainted and reel1 upon the 
floor. Upon which Abagail cried out, there, 
there, I see her spirit fly co her sister Nurse in 
prison for council; sod she was believed; and as 
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soon as the woman revived, she was forthwith 
imprisoned. 

Parris then asked Mary Walcot, if she had ev- 
er seen a white man. And she answered yes; 
often. Q.-What sort of a man is he ? &-A 
tine grave man, and when he comes he makes 
all the witches tremble, and he tells us when our 
fits will come on and when they will go off. 

This was supposed to be Jesus Christ come 
down to pity and to talk with bewitched children 
and save the charter churches. A horrid bias- 
phemous fiction hut yet credited by the govern- 
ment of the colony, hefore whom it was uttered. 

The justices then prooeaded and said, Et&- 
beth Procter; yoo nnderotand, that you are 
hero charged with sundry acts of witchcraft, 
what say you to it ? I take God in heaven to 
be my witness, that I know no more of witch 
craft than a child unborn. 

This woman was of excellent character, the 
mother of a fine family of children, all then de- 
pendent on her for nurture and protection. It is 
very difficult to account for her selection and ac- 
cusation as a witch. Some accident, or that she 
was obnoxious to the Barris or Putnam family, 
who fabricated all the early accusations, must 
have been the cause. But when her unhappy 
husband saw his wife rudely seized like a felon 
in her once peaceful home, be resolved to ac- 
company her to the examination; and his eonjn- 
gal fidelity cost him his life. 

Her examination began thus. 
Question.-Mary Wolcot, doth this womsn 

hurt ‘you ? 
Answer .-I never saw her to be hurt by her. 
Q.--Mary Lewis, does she hurt you ? 
No answer. 
Q.-Ann Putnam, doea she hurt you ? 
She ronId not speak; and Abagail Willmnn 

thrust her hand into her own mouth lest she 
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nhauld sya& A pause, and almost a failure. 
John, said Mr. Parris, who hurts you ? This is 
the Oman, said the Indian who came to me in 
her shift and choked me. And now the girls 
were ready to say she hurt them, and brought the 
devil’s book for them to sign, and the crafty Ab- 
a;i;ail with affected simplicity and sincerity, said 
to Mrs. Procter, did not you tell me that your 
maid had signed ? Dear child, said Mrs. Proc- 
ter, it is not so; remember dear child, that there 
is another judgment. Then ‘Abagail and Ann 
seemed to have fits; by and by they cried out, 
look you, there is Procter on the beam; and her 
husbcnd too; Proct.er is a wizard ! Procter is a 
wizard ! The man was confounded. There, 
said Ann, Procter is going to take up Mrs. 
Pose’s feet; and her feet flew up; and now, said 
Adagail, he’is going to Goody B*iGber; and Bib- 
her fell into a tit ! The Deoutv Governor and . , 
council seemed surprised, and said to Procr&r, 
you set the devil will deceive you, the poor chil- 
dren could seewhat you was about, before the 
women were hurt. “Repent for the devil is bring 
ing 40” 01%” 

The Won. Court then suffered some experi- 
merits to be tried on Mrs. Procter. It wii af- 
firmed thatthe afflicted could not strike a witch; 
and Ann Putnam approached and attempted to 
strike Mrs. P. on the head with her fist, but as 
the blow descended, her fist opened, and her tin- 
gers ends but lightly tapped the woman’s hood, 
and then .4no suddenly cried out with consum- 
mate art, they horn ! they burn !-her fingers 
burned, and she fell upon the floor apparently 
overcome with the pain. 

All were now strongly moved hy this inr.irlpnt, 
so wonderful and yetso sudded. Some fancied 
they saw a blue flame play round Mrs Procter; 
and others were qune rnrc? they smelt brimstone. 

The court then snddenly turned the erperi- 



FIRST CHARTER. 107 

mcnts upon Procter himself and ordered him 
forthwith to repeat the Lord’s prayer, without 
slip or hesitation, to show his innocence. It was 
II hard caee in hi8 present dismay but ha made 
the effort; and he did very well nntil he came to 
the petition “deliver us From evil,” when he 
said, “deliver us from all evil;” and this was 
adjudged to he a perversion ofthe Lord’s prayer; 
for to be delivered lirom al2 evil, was to be de- 
livered from that under which be then surEred, 
and of course opposing the divine decrees. 

But to be fair with him, they put him upon 
the prayer agrin; but he had no better tuck than 
at first. For when he came to the words “hal- 
lowed be thy name,” he said “hollowed be thy 
name.” Here they again stopped ‘nim; and held 
that this was a depmving of the words. To 
make the name of the Deity hollow said they, 1s 
romake it vain, lightand void, and is blasphemy 
and cursing, rather than a prayer. In tine it was 
decided that he could not say it, and that he was 
a guilty man. 

And thus the unfortunate Procter, although he 
came before the mapistrotes a free and innocent 
cnixen to console and sustam his sffltcted and 
terrified wife, by a strange fatality was sent from 
their presence a prisoner charged with a capital 
offence, upon the exhibition of the foolery and 
malice I have named; and what is equally strange 
his wife in the end by a mere accident was 
saved, but poor Procter they hung. At this 
time by the advice of the Deputy Governor and 
council both were i-ully committed for trial.- 
And this examination is highly mteresting being 
favored by the presence of those dignitaries; the 
people’s chosen ageuts in the work of self-gov- 
ernment. Some of them were afterwards put on 
the bench for final trial of witches. 

I need hardly notice the fatal ignoratice of hu- 
man rights, and even of those judicial forms, in- 
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vontcd for the protection of innocence, which 
this examination evinces. No cross examination 
to test the consistency ofthe witnesses, and the 
Rev. Mr. I’arria also indulged iu laading ques- 
tions to any extent. If a prisoner presumed lo 
interrogate, a fit or some new uproar would be 
the rcapmae, z~~rd~hau theauul-sioktming tlwuglrt 
that the lives of the citizens were in the power of 
mere children, or clerical partisans like Noyes, 
Mather, Parris and others, all alike drunkea 
with new power and abeolu&y incapable of 
just reasoning in this matter ! The worst days 
of the French Revolution, never produced a 
like season of terror. There seemed no ref- 
uge for the people. The government itself, pub- 
lic opinion, onr common refuge, and even reli- 
gion as then administered obeyed the fanaticism 
and its partirans. 
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LETTER XVI. 

On the 19th of bpril only eight days after, the 
imposing witch inquisition before Governor Dan- 
forth and the council,Hathorn and Curwin called 
up for examination Giles Corey, the husband of 
Martha Corey, already committed. And thus 
the wrong doee ti, the wife ww BI!+SW visited 
upon the husband in wanton passio~mer&lp, and 
without &adow of truth or justice, 

They thus began with him. 
Giles Corey-you are now brought before au- 

thority upon high suspicion of wltchcraft, now 
tell us the truth ofthe matter. 

I hope, said Giles, by the blessing of God I 
shall, for I eever had any hand in that matter in 
my life. 

Parris, who was still clerk and chief manager 
now said to the afflicted girls, which of pou have 
seen this mau hurt you ! 1, said Abaeail Wil- 
liams;-I, said Ani Putnam;--I, I, Irsaid the 
whole band but one. ilasn’t he hurt you too, 
said Parris coaxingly to Elizabeth Hubbard, but 
she attempting to answer seemed to be taken 
with a ht. 

Have you never seen him hurt you, said the 
same to Benjamin Gould. 

I have often seen Giles Corey and been hurt 
after It, but cannot say he did it. 

All the iris also said that he brought the dev- 
il’s book or them to subscribe. P 

The juctices then said, Corey you hear what 
these testify; why do you hurt them. 

I nevet did hurt them. 
10 



110 LETTERS OX TIIC 

Then it is your Ppcotrc that hortu them, tell 
us what have you done ? 

1 have done nothing to them. 
Hnvc you OCYCI’, mid Par&, entered into a 

compact with the devil ! 
No, I never did. (But he had then recently 

j&cd himself to the village church under Mr. 
Parris). 

What temptation have you had ? 
I never had any. 
What! have you done it (what?) without 

temptation ? Said Goody Bibber, one of the be- 
witched, what frigllteued \ou in the cow house ? 
and her own question eeemPd to frighten her in- 
to a fit. But Corey denied fbat he was fright- 
ened ; but Goodman Bibber and his daugh- 
ter bolb made oath that he told them he was 
frightened in the cow house, but did not tell the 
cause, and so said other witnesses. 

The court said, Corey tell the trurh, what 
frightened you in the cow house? What did 
you see there ? 

I saw nothing there but my cattle. 
This was slow progress. And now the girls 

became suddenly tormented; they were pmclied 
and pricked, had strong convulsions and cried out 
dismally; and Hathorn said sharply to the pris- 
oner, what, rs It not enough tn act witchcraft at 
other times, but you must do it here in the face 
of authority ! 1 nm R poor old man, said Corey, 
and can’t help ir; and they ordered his I-ands to 
be tied so that he should not pinch the little 
girls by his witchcraft, in presence of authority. 
But this was not enongh; he had been very ob- 
durate and now if he moved his head, their little 
necks would be twisted almost round; or if he 
drew in his cheeks their little cheeks would be 
sucked in also. 

They say, said Parris, that you once stopped 
in prayer, and could not go on, what did that? 
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!Ny wife did that, said Corey. I said “die un- 
to sin and 1iv.e unto God,” she suddenly stepped 
forward and found fault and said it should be 
,&die unto sin and live unto righteousness,” and 
she is an older church member than I am and 
learnt me to pray. 

But what frightened you in the cow house 
Giles Corey, said thecourt, tell us that. 

Rothing, nothing. 
Why here are three witnesses, who have heard 

you to-day say, that you was frightened in the 
cow house. 

1 do not remember it. 
Thomas Gould then came forward and swore 

that Corey told him that he knew that, 
about his wife which would do her business for 
her. 

What do yen know ahnut ynnr wife, said 
Hathorn, that would do her business? 

Nothing, said Gilts, hut her stopping my 
praypr and finrling f?nlt He YBP~S- to have 
thought that the inquisition would deem it an act 
of witchcraft in the woman, to start at the word 
God and strip his prayer. 

By the court;-but what is it about your ox ? 
I thought he was hipped. 
What ointnmnt was that your wifa had when 

she was seized for witchcraft ? You said it was 
sgme she made by Major Gidney’s directions. 
Giles denied it, and mid it wcm made by Good- 
wife Bihher’s directions; hot Bibher said that 
was not at all like her ointment; and she then 
gave svidencc of some temptations that Corey 
had, to make way with himself; upon this the 
court turned and said, but you alfirmed you had 
no temptations, how is this ? 

I meant, said he, no temptations to witchcraft. 
But if youcan give way to self-murder that 

will makt; way to temptations 10 witchcraft. 
Note,-by Mr. Parris;--“There was evidence 
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by several that Corey said, he would make way 
with himself and charge his death upon his son !” 
And Goody Bibber also testified that he called 
her husband, damn’d devilishrogue; and other 
Vile expressions were sworn to m open court. 

U on the whole the Rev. Mr. Pnrris Was de- 
sire tf to take down in writing Giles Corey’s ex- 
amination and deliver it in, and upon hearing the 
same and seeing what they did see, t.he two jus- 
tices committed him to their Majesty’sjail. And 
the warrant was signed Hathorn &, Cnrwin, as- 
sistants. Thus acting in bothlegislative and ju- 
dicial capacities. 

The residue of Giles Corey’s fate was most 
hideous. From the date of this fraudulent, per- 
jured and senseless inquest, he lay helpless and 
almost forgotten in prison, for five months.- 
There ho was found on the ninth of the follow- 
ing September; and with many others brought 
before the court of trials. Rut the jury seemed 
entirely under the court, and as of course re- 
turned all guilty who put themselves on trial.- 
Corey noticed this, and when his turn came he 
refused to plead, saying it was useless, and that 
they might do as they pleased with him. 

But the court seemed resolved to signalize his 
obstinacy, in terror to all others, and gave judg- 
ment against him ofpein forte et dure for stand- 
ing mute; by virtue of which he was taken to 
prison, placed on his tack with his arms and 
legs extended and fastened in that positioo.- 
Heavy weights were placed upon him, and to be 
allowed a sm& quantity of poor bread and the 
nearest standing water that could be found to the 
prison door, and thus to remain until he died. 
His sufferings were horrible; and on the 17th of 
the month he was manifestly in death’s agonies, 
his eyes seemed burstmg und his tongue swollen 
greatly out of his mouth. The maraball, the 
agent of the people’s government, stood over kim, 
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and without compussion, thrust hack the dying 
man’s tongue with tbo point of his sM! And 
this i; the onlv instance of th:rt ll~~rriblcjnd,nn~rnt 
and itr execuiion in our 1lnes:rchuscrts history. 

In the mean time 1!srthn Corey the wife of 
Giles, lay bound in the ‘ame +OII, under sell- 
tence; and with eleven d:iys only to prepare for 
death; but Parri was hardy enough to vioiate 
the snnctiry of L’YCII thcsc rholt IIOUCB. He 
called hi?; church together, proc~cd :I vote of ex- 
communication ogninst her, and himselfwith two 
of his deucuus were elected to see her in prison 
and there pronounce her doom; and thie was 
done whilst her husband ww suffering under the 
judgment against Km, and her6;elf at death’s 
door; and this irs Mr IYrris account ofthc mis- . ‘ 
sion. 

“We found hor (Mrs. Corey) vcrp obdurate, 

justifying herself and condemning all who had 
done an) thin; toher just discovery and condem- 
ll!ltiUll. \\‘l~crcupon arter a IntIc dwzourse, for 
her imperiousness would not sufi‘cr much. and 
d/!cr prqer ! which she was willing to decline, 
the drc::cllul sonlence oi exoon,mumcation was 
pronounced ngainsl her.” By which cxcommuni- 
cation the woman was in form, consigned to the 
devil’s use forever. flow could the Rev. gen- 
tlen~cn pray tn God for a blessing on such n 
work in her prison; :~nd \vh;lt more secular tymn- 
ny ercr invcotrd such csclui4tc crutzlty towards 
:L hapless fenialc. It first cor~~p;~ss~l hor death, 
and then bv mere clerical necromancy sought to 
destroy heisoul ! Uut her muqt: arotic above 
the necromancy. She was sustained, She made 
no terms with her destroyers, or with falsehood 
or mcanne<s. Eveu on the gnilows ladder she 
had strength to still proclaim her innocence in sol- 
emn prayer to c;od.and the gallows rope anane 
her into eternitJrps acceptable to Him, as if she 
had died in the bosom of her pillage church. 

1 o* 



114 LETTERS OK THE 

LETTER XVII. 

So wonderfully had witch accusations now 
multiplied, that Ilathorn and Curt& held n=gu- 
lar sittinga; and the bewitched band of the Pnr- 
ris and Putnam family and others associated with 
them, were sur1: cu find them subject. For thu 
convenience of lhe nccus~rs tl~er;e sessions were 
holden at Salem village, ahicll bad r:ow beconIc 
a puint 01 ,preal yublio ubservntiou and terror.- 
Thus on the 22d of April, they committed for 
further proceedings, Willianl II ohbs aud hie wife; 
Mzwy~Esty, and Sarah Wi!d, ali of ‘I‘opsficld;- 
also Edward Bishop itnd his wife, and Philip 
English and his wife, of Salem. And all these 
were taken on tbe complaint of Thoams Pur- 
nam. who thus huted and secured the victims 
for hi3 wifi:, and daughter Ann with the Parrib 
lIaroily 10 destroy. 



cr to the committing magigtr:ite, in the nameO czf 
the king and queen, to pay charges. ‘I‘i~iu was 
rhe fruit of his infidelity. 

Philip l~nglish was u rich rnerchunl of Salem; 
he und his wife also hroiio one of prison and ti?d 
and his gooda w’ere se&d, to cl,e \alue offiftbrn 
hundred pounds. 

AI this session also there csne nn acquital ol 
Nehemiah Abhot 01’Ip.m iob. The nfliictcd girls 
cou!d not agree as to his idcntlty. _ ‘I’twv i;cBrrned 
on thu occasion a tit& bewildered rvilb the nlnl- 
tiplimy of their labors. 

.4nn Putnam tnaintaised, that this was the 
mun who afflicted them, nnd whom they hod 
seen nt witch meeting-i. 13ut ‘bbut stout11 nith- 
stood the accusation, and denied ILt he evclr 
did hurt them, or th:lt IW kn~:w ;,ny thing about 
witchcrali. Ann tInart reaurkd to tier vld itrti- 
tice and cried out tfiat she saw him on the meet- 
ing house beam, ;nd the: c:ourt t;rged him IO con- 
l&s. 

Mary Walcot Faid, he i?; IiLc the man, but 
could nor. my if wns ha. Mury 1,cwis said, it is 
nut be. The r:ourr~z~id, chnrge him 11~1, unler;s 
he be thernhn; and lhey sent flim nut whilst 
ihey examined other+ . 

.%t Ihe second exiltnination li~c crowd hnd 
darkened tho ~~indowr: and Abbot and the airIs 
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the afflicted in EJSCX being used RS mere instru- 
ments’to dcatroy her. It wns a fitnrtling move- 
mont, ns the public roc:rllod xt once, the I‘xtnl 
cage of ~lnrgaret .Ioncs and the vessel roclic>d hy 
l~orses. The ncrnunt of 3Jr. Gary ber’husbnrrd, 
rornnins to this day, and being :~n eye witness 
his record is x’erg ktcresting. 

About the twentieth of&lay, the rumor reached 
him that his wife. had been named 03 a witch, nt 
Salem village, and by the advice of his friends 
he resolved to go dower and present her, a stran- 
-cr to the afllir:tecl and see if they would rroog- a* nwc her. It wns a dorqerous expcrirnent and 
cost him dear. 

Ori tlw ~dtlr be arrived nt the Inn, as Hnth- 
orn and Curwin with a great crowd were enter- 
ing the meeting house for their daily work, and 
he and his wife took a convenient atand where 
they migh: note all that passed. A minister 
opened :he business with prayer; and ha saw that 
the afflicted then present were two girls ol about 
ten or eleven )-ears, and’ three others who 
appcnred tn he about cightecn. One ofthe youn- 
gergirlr could discern IUOPI rpectrea nnr! talked 
rno3t (this was the sJlrr:\vtl .4b:q~il \Villi:mls no 
doubt). \Yhcn n pti~oner VVCIS brought in, he or 
she was plncod It sowe tlislance I‘IO~ the jw-ri- 
ces‘ with tho ayes fixed directly upon them and 
the oficcrs held each bnnd lest they should pinch 
the atihcred. ‘I’he gIrla were placed between the 
prisoner and the magistrates, rind if at any time 
the accused looked on tbem they were 8nre to 
he struckdown in tits, or they screnmed out they 
were hurt. Sometimes when they came out of 
their Iits and stored round in peopleu’ faces the 
court would any they were struck dumb and were 
then to go nnd touch the prisoner at tbc bar, to bo 
restored to speech. This they would attempt 
with well dissembled heGt3tion, hut would usu- 
dly frill down in a fit. ‘l’he~ would thon be ta- 
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ken up and carried to the prisoner, that he 
might lay hands on them, and when this was 
done the justices would say that they were well, 
though, Gary observes, that he could see no al- 
teration; though he plainly saw that the justices 
understood the mutter and that thegirls were 
well disciplined. 

Whilst all this was passing, Cary and his 
wife stood in sight of the aflicted, unnoticed; 
except a person came in the crowd and asked her 
name, and it would seem that quite unguarded- 
ly she gave it. Soon after theexamination broke 

C&r experiment was successful. 
II and Carg and his wife began to hope that 

They then repaired to the tavern, where they 
found theIndian John. They gave him some 
cider and he showed them his witch scars; but 
to Cary they seemed tn he nf lnng Rtnnding, 
and were moro probably the work of his former 
Spanish master. John was supposed to have 
heen stolen nrld brought owny by the bueaniers, 
who then inl’ested the American coast. 

Shortly the bewitched girls came in and be- 
gan their fits and to tumble about the floor and 
the company looked on in amazemen: and terror 
no one knowing who might be cried out upon. 
As soonas they spoke they cried out Gary ! 
Cory ! and almost immediately, as if prepared, 
a warrant of arrest camo from the justices then 
sitting in the house rcndy t 3 try her. 

IIer accusers were two girl3 ofwhom she de- 
clared to the court, she had not the least knowl- 
cdgc before that day. She too now bad to stand 
with her arms outstretched, like the others in the 
meeting house. Her husband begged that he 
might hold me of her hands. bnt it warn denied 
him. And SD Mrs. Cary thus stood condemned, 
her husband, at her request wiped the awent 
from her face and the tears from her eyes ‘43 
the exnminatian proceeded and the gi4s testified 
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John now cnt~~e in and he fell upon the floor 
nlw, iind pretcndcd to have a dumb tk. Tha 
justices them asked thegirls, who aiilicted him. 
They replied that it was she (the prisoner) and 
that they could see that ehe,now lay heavily up- 
on him, though to all other eyes she was stand- 
ingup and her hands held out. 

1’pon this (Tar! in his distress said, that God 
would toko veogeance on them for such conduct. 
Bat this seemod to predjudico the justices, for 
without more words her mlttmms was written.- 
No hail could he taken and she was sent to 130~ 
ton prison, from thence she was removed to Cam- 
brldgc pr~on, whore tll,ey put iron3 upon her of 
about tight pounds welgnt. And although her 
distress brought a scverc sickness yet the irons 
mere not taken OK. When the tinal trials came 
on at Salem, Gary went down, but when hc saw 
the childrens’ sptxtrc evidanceadtnitted together 
with absurd and malicious stories ngain3t peo- 
ples’ lives, 119 hecnue sati&tl that there was 
but litlle chance tbr his wife’s life, and ospec- 
idly es all llis cffLrts and thosr: of his friends 
could not procura her a trial in Middlesex coun- 
ty. There was uow only one remedy and he 
embraced it. Nith some secret assistance he 
rescued her from prison, and fled to Ilhodo Is- 
land, the common refuge of those persecuted in 
Massachuscrts. Hut they were puraard and he 
passed on to New York. Here Gov. Fletcher 
received them kindly and sheltered them until 
the dntrgcr was passed. 

A few days atIer this John Alden was hrotight 
before the Salem justices, upon accusation of 
witchcrnft. lie was a man of great considera- 
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tion in the colony, being employed by the gev- 
ernment to supp& the fortress on the coast with 
warlike stores and provisions. His own account 
oftho trdnsacllon has been perpetuated in lhe 
form of a deposition. 

He states that he was arrcsted in Boston and 
sent down to Saleol villape, :md when ail were 
in prraence ol” the magiscrattru, the girla were 
asked who ofnll the peol~le in the room alilictcd 
them; and one of rhem pointed to another man 
then present, by ~honamo of ilill; but she spake 
nothing. This girl had a man stondiog Mind 
her to hold her up when neressary; and Alden 
saw him stoop down and place his mouth to her 
ear, and she cried out Alden ! Alden ! that it 
wag Aldeo who aMicted her. Hathorn then 
asked her ifahe had cvur noon Alden, and stic 
said no, but th;lt thfr man uear xr said it wxs he. 
All were xhen ordcrcd into the ~trenl xod a ring 
was forrtwd, the children and the Justices in the 
centre: his accuser then cried out, point& to 
him, “there s~nndn John Alden :L bold follow, 
with his h:It oo before the judges; he sells pow- 
der and shot to the French and lndixna, lias with 
the squaws, and haa Indian papooses.” 

The company then retired to the meeting house 
and there Alden WRS cnmmnnded to stand on a 
chair before 311 the people. The girls said he 
ofilicted thorn with bin ?;woord, and it wo9 taken 
from him. They wid ho pin&cd them. Alden 
asked the court why ix should come rlowo to 
Salem to pinch tho3c poor deluded creatures, 
whom he nevc’r knew or S:~PJ beC0ro. Iiut they 
gave him no answer, hut bode him cont”esR and 
give glory to God; but he would not gratify the 
devil with :L lie. 

They bid Alden to look at the bewitched; and 
wheu he did they seemed to be struck down.- 
He then asked :ho oourt, why they themxlves 
were not struck dowu also by his eyes. But no 
reason wa* $ven. 
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Alden spolw of God’s providenoe in suffering 
such creatures to accuse mnocgnt persons; but 
the Rev. Mr. Noyes, minister of Salem answered 
him, that God’e providence governed the world 
in peace, and witha 1038 discourse prevented 
his further dilficult questmns. Alden was then 
committed to the prison in 12oston where he lay 
over three months, and when the finaltrials came 
on and he saw how many were executed, he al- 
su ud*, lria aacapa ilud aavall his life. 
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It tasked chicly the power and credit of the 
Salem girls, and iheir partizans and abettors, to 
degrade and imprison a mau like John Alden.- 
Ho WIIS one of the hat holdisrs in the coiony, 
and his public services then most necessary, as 
thu Freoch and Indians harrassed the frontiers; 
and the buceniers, the u~ost cruel and uume~uus 
race of pirates on reeoril, infested the whole 
New England coast. Many doubted his guilt, 
and it mm bacm~c: ueccawry lu furtirv Ihe af- 
flicted by confessions of the accused. WThi~ pol- 
icy ~31s adopted and gradually prornulgatnd and 
confemiolra hgilrr lv lx nlada. Duliveranos 
Hobbs of Topsfield having been cried out upon 
and imprisoned, seems to have framed her oxm- 
feasion iI! the terlrls of lhu accusation. She said 
she had indeed signed the devil’s book after 
many thrcatnings and great torment from him 
Ed his amissaries; and ~hnt so sooo as she had 
done it, he used her spcctre to :Aict persona.- 
That whilst he: apcetru was so mlployed on a. 
orrtair~ aima, one of the bewitched ruaitl;i Wed 
out there etandn Deliverance Hebbs siriko her ! 
Upon which the marshal,a mm of courage, stand- 
iug by, made a pass at the rpot pointed ciut, with 
his rapier, and the girl said there ! you bwe giv- 
en her a small prick about the eye; aud Deliver- 
ance showed the wound to the justices, who 
seemed highly gratified to have the maid’s out- 
cry so weil authenticated, and t.o learn that a 
wound given to the spcctre oT:l wvltch, would 
reach the original, ;Ilrhough at home and about 
her hosinc~ss. 

After thta, sn)r V:dei’, It was q!lite common 
for the afflicted to tell of the bllrck man, or a 
spectra being on the t:lblc bcibre the m;q+trates; 
;andthen the by-stxoders \\onld strike at the 
places with their sticky and swords. Justice Cur- 
win once broke his cane at this exercise. 

This penitent also confessed, that she was at 
11 
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the great witch sacrament at Salem village. That 
George Burroughs was there, that he called all 
the witches together by the sound of a trumpet; 
that he pi e~clred to them and urged them to pull 
down Christ’s kingdom and build up that of Sa- 
tan in its stead, and that Salem village sheuld be 
destroyed, beginning at Mr. Parris’ house. 

Among her confederates, Deliverance accused 
old Candy, a negress, and who was thereupon 
brought before justice Hathorn. 

Candy, said he. are you a witch ? 
dns.-Candy witch !-no, no-Candy no 

witch in her country;-Candy’s mother no witch; 
Candy no witch R:rbadocs-thin country,--mis- 
tress Hawks give Candy witch;-(indeed !) yes, 
rhis country mistress give Candy witch. 

Well Candy, said Hathorn, with nnusuolmild- 
ness, how do you hurt these young folks, show 
us the poppets you do it with, Candy. Candy 
waequite happy, and asked to go out of the 
room, and said she would show ail. When abe 
returned she held in her hand two rags, with 
knots tied in them. At sight of these Deliver- 
ance Hobbs, who had now joined the afllictcd 
band went into a strong fit; and the other girls 
declared they could now plainly qee Goody 
Hawks, Candy and the devil, standing together 
pinching the poppets, and then they, (theafBic.a 
ed) were sorely pinched, t.hough no one actually 
touched them; hut it w3s done in bpeetre. The 
court then directed Candy to untie the knots, and 
when she did so, Deliverance came out of her 
fit; and all were well. A bit of rag was than 
put in the fire, and the girls cried oat that they 
burned dreadfully. To quench it they dipped it 
in some water andDeliverance dstipd like R deer 
for tho river, but was caught by a swift youth be- 
fore she plunged in. 

The cunning Candy nnnltad in the efficacy of 
her charms, and all beholders thought her mis- 
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~88s had practised upon her ignorance, and 
Goody Hawks had to confess to save her life. 

About this time commenced the Andover trag- 
edy; where, as Cotton Matber says, was discov- 
ered the most horrid crew of witches that ever 
disgraced a New England town. 

The wife of Joseph I3alIard of Andover felo 
sick, and the town doctor finding her disease to f 
stubborn for his art, advised her husband tha 
she was bewitched. This practice was too 
common among the early Massachusetts phgsi- 
&inns. The hint took with Ballard; and he forth- 
with sent men and horses to Salem village, and 
to the house of Mr. Parri.& and brought to Ando- 
ver old Tituba’s pupils Abagail Williams and 
-Mary Wolcot. 

IVhen these came into the sick woman’sroom, 
they said they could wall enough $86: witch spee- 
tres hovering round her bed stud person, but not 
bciog ocqun~nted with any Andover people, they 
could not name the origurnls. Describe them, 
said the husband; and they did SO in language 
sutiiciootly vague to embrace halfthe women in 
the town;-and still fancy or malignity might se- 
lect at pleasure; and fancy or malignity did se- 
lect at pleasure and that most fatally, as the 
event will show. 

Dudley Bradstreet, son of the old patentee, 
was then the acting magistrate in Andover, and 
he granted a warrant against a numhnr of wnm- 
en on this occasion and Md the examination in 
the meeting house. After pmyera by theRev. 
Mr. Harnard. miniateT d thP tnwn, the women 
were brougbt in, aud Abagail and Mary fclI down 
in fits at the sight, as in time past at Salem; and 
when the priwtncrc laid hands on them, they reae 
up and said they were well. All the old experi- 
ments were tried with the old success; and Brad- 
street committed a number uf hia towns-w.omen 
to Palem prison, to answer there, and Abagull 
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and Mary returned home with increased credit. 
Pet Goody Ballard died soon after of a fever; 
and Dodley Bradstreet repented of the step he 
had taken. Yornc of these in their weakness 
were made to confesn the wildeat witch pranks 
on record, and to implicate others as associates. 
by which more thanforly Andover women were 
ensnared by witch prosecutions and some lost 
their lives. 

Bradstreet at last became disgusted with com- 
mitments. The distress they brought on once 
peaceful families, was more than he could hear, 
and hc refused to act. Immcdintely the Salem 
girls at the instigation as was supposed of the 
Rev. Mr. Barnard, cried out upon hi8 wife; and 
accused himself also of having killed nine persons 
by witchcraft. Whereupon Hradstreet took his 
wife and tied with her over the river, without the 
charter limits and there remained te his death.- 
His carnal humanity was edioas to those who 
then cultivated law-made religinn in Masoacha- 
setts. 

Here f&low Borne of the recorded oonfeasions 
of these .4ndover witches, long after drawn up, 
with death’s terror’s befixc them. Ann Foster 
was one ofthrse. She hnd been brought to ac- 
knowledge, in Salem prison, that she was a witch 
and had attended a great witch sacrement nt Sa- 
lem village; that she rode thither on a pole, be- 
hind Martha Carrier, high through tho air; that 
on their way the pole broke, and that she hold- 
ing fast by Martha came to the ground and wa8 
sorely bruised by the fall, but they mounted 
again and x-Petit on. Being asked what they eat, 
she said they carried their bread and cheese in 
their pockets, and eat it before tho moelirrg ba- 
gan, sitting under a large tree, with the Andovre 
cornpony; and they drank water from a brook 
nexr by. 

On the 21st of July, Hathorn, Curwin, Gid- 
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ney, and Higginson, assistante, sat upon her con- 
fession in pubk, and they began thus. Goody 
Foster;-you know we have ‘spoken with you 
before;-you have committed great wickedness; 
but it seems 6 od will give you more faror than 
others, since you relent; hut you did not tell us 
all; your daughter has confissed that she sat with 
you and Goody Carrier when yotl dirl ride upoa 
the pole! 

F.-I did not know it. 
Ilow long has your daughter beon a witch? 
F.--I have no knowledge of it,-1 cannot tell. 
Did you not sea her at the witch meeting ! 
F.-No. 
But your dxugi$v said ahn WOR there, and 

that you stood oil and did not partake:-give ue 
a full account. 

F.--T know none who wore thora I,nt Cnndy 
CtWlk. 

Were thcro not two companies in the field ! 
K-1 knnw no more. 

IIere Salary \V;lrren one of rho aftlicted inter- 
posed will] :t new lie, and said Ihat Carrier’s 
upectro told her, ihot E’ouor hud made berdaugh- 
ter a witch ! and the court lhen raid to Y., WA 
yod now confess you did so, about three years 
ago t 

F.-I know no more about my daughter be- 
ing a witch, than upon what day I shall die. 

Are you willing she should m&c II frco con- 
fession i 

F.---Yes. 
Will yo’~ confcn* ! 
I?.-*es;-if I knew any thiag more I wonld 

speak. 
The magistrates now directed to have Goody 

Lacy, the daughter called in, and as she entered 
she began,-0 mother how do you do ? 0, moth- 
er we baveleft Cbr-iat and the devil hnth got hold 
of us; 0, how shall I get rid ofthis evil ooe ! I 

11* 
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pray God to break my rocky heart that I may 
get the victory this time. 

This witchcraft of the daughter waq II surprise 
upon Goody Foster, she came to the confession 
prepared to accuse herself and Goody Carrier, 
hut the danger of her child distressed an& con- 
founded her, and when urged to speak ehe an- 
swered incohereotly. I did not KX t,he devil, T 
was praying to the Lord. To what Lord, eaid 
the court. 

F.-To God. 
‘PII what God do witahnn pray ? 
F.--L cannot tell. l.‘tle Lord help me ! sod 

she sat down overpow~rcd, a.~ the justice8 con- 
rInded wirhr;uilty of’witohoroft, but’in truth with 
her own fict&. 

The court then questioned Croodv J,acy, as to 
who rode foremost on tho pole to &lzm village 
witch sacrament. She supposed it was her 
mother. But her mother insisted it was Carrier. 

%w long &two you ware baptised ? 
Lacy.-About fear yeara, I suppose. 
Wtro did it ? 
L. Tllr; old aerpcnt. 
llow djd hc do it? 
Ii--5Ie dipped cur heads into the Falls river 

nnd mid that WC were lli~ Grover;-nmen: and 
that he had powor over us. 

How many wore baptized that day ? 
L.--Six, and thy were some of rhe chief.-- 

Name them said the court rcsnlutcly, and yet a8 
if afraid to iaarn what colonial dignitaries the dev- 
il &jr1 have tmplized on rhar occasion. 

I,.-Thoy wero dome oi‘ the higher powera; 
thy were- Goody Lacy, said the court, let 
your d:toghrer cotno in; we WIN examme her a 
littlo, aud when Mary Lacy tile younger, and 
granddaqhter of Foster entered, she stood be- 
fort rhe magiatraces with downcast looks, an in- 
teresting girl of seventeen; yet at sight of her 
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llary \Vsrren fell down in a violent fit. Where- 
opon Hathorn said to Platy sternly, how 
dnre you come here, and bring in tho devil with 
you, to ai%ct these poor creatorog; sow look np- 
ou theso maids in a mild and friendly. way, said 
he, and theu she turned upon the afflicted a look 
~0 kind and gentle, that tho by-standers smiled 
in sympathy, and yet the bewitched band were 
struck down,-pity thought the beholders, that 
eve9 so mild and blue should bear the devil’s 
spite in them. 

And now said Hathorn, do you confess your- 
self a witch,--she hung her head-tears flowed 
down and she sobbed out,-ye-s sir. 

Well maiden, said the juntioe, you are acauaed 
of tormenting Goody Ballard, how do you do it? 
1 don’t know. How long have you been a 
witch ? Nnt ahove a week. 

Have you ever seen the devil ? Yes sir. 
Did he hid you worship him ? Yes sir. 
And to afflict people ! YI=R sir. 
I dee, said i)Iajnr Gidney, one of the magis- 

trates, that you are in a fair way to obtain mer- 
w. Do you desire to he saved by Christ ? Yea 
sir, I do. 

Then said he, yoo must tell all yoo know.- 
The Lord help me SO to do, sard Mary. 

I was in bed when the devil came to me; in 
bed ! said the LNajor--the devil came to your 
bed ! how did ho look i Like 8 grent blackdog. 
0, very we:l, you may go on,-whatdid he say ? 
tls bade me, aaid Mary, obey him and that I 
should want for nothq, mrl hc promised he 
would not betray me. but he’s an old liar. 

How long agowas this, said Hathorn. 
Abuur il JM’. Ilichard Carrier now comes 

oftcna’nights, and haa me to afllict peopie.- 
Ha’s a rogue, sried the Jlejor, and is making a 
very had use uf yuu! but ~h~-lt:doyou go? To 
Goody Ballard’8 sometimes, and my mother and 
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graodmotber and &ichard Carrier and his mother 
go there too. 

Did you attend the great witch meeting at Sa- 
lem village? Yea. 

Wheweut with you ? My mother, and grand- 
mother and Goody carrier rode upon a long pole 
rhroqgh the air; and I rode behind Richard 
Carrier nporr another pole ! 

Did yon see any men at the meeting i 
None but the deJiI. Bow did ho appear ?- 

Like a black man with a hiih crowned hat on.- 
But did vou see no other man? Your mother 
and grandmother say they saw a minister there. 

I believe I did seo a rninis!sr. 
Was not Mr. Burroughs there ? Yes he was. 
Thus was she made, by leading questions to 

accuse an absent and innocent minister of the 
gospel. These aonfessions in tho end produced 
a smxenoe of death against Goody Foster and the 
elder Mary Lacy; but they were reprieved by 
Sir William Phipsand finally pardoned. 

Mary Osgood, was one of the Andover witeh- 
as accused by Abag?il Williams of afflicting 
Goody Ballard,and after long impriaonmeot, she 
was Induced to gtve her confession in the form 
ofa deposition; and she stated ‘that about eleven 
yearg before RQ aho nno d:ay walked in on or- 
chard near her house in great distress of mind, 
she ateempted to pray; at. this moment what 
snt?mnd :I est crossed her path, :Ind hy itrr strange 
movements so fixed her attention that she ceased 
to pray. Soon a strange influenca came over 
her and sheprayed ngain and 11s she presumed to 
the devil for presently a black man appeared, 
and offered her a large book to sign; she wrote 
her name in ir and whore her finger touched th. 
paper, it left a rod spot. The npparrition told 
her that she was his, and that he was her God, 
and she mugt worship him ! and she br;lirved she 
consented so to do. 
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Nine years after, the same personage appeared 
and carried her with othera, upon II pole through 
the air to Five-mile-pond, and there making her 
renounce her rormer baptism, baptized her, amen, 
siuce which she afflicted people, and frolicked 
with the devi: upon Sabbath days,and other tioly 
fe3tivals. 

Flathorn, before whom this was also taken, al- 
ways ready to huat witches. no sooner heard 
that Mrs. Osgood and the devil had company up- 
on the pole; than he asked her who they wore. 
She replied they were Goody Tyler, Mintreaa Ba- 
ker, and Des. Fry’s wife. These were then ar- 
rested, and eonstrained to make further witch 
fictions to save their lives. And thaa was the 
business driven on. 

There were sceptics even at this season of the 
dlelnaion, who denied the validity nf spectral ovi- 
dence. It appears. said they, that the devil can 
use the speetre of one person IO nfRict another; 
why may he not tnkt. the spectrr? of nn innoaont 
per~n in that business, and then as things now 
we, every man’s life is at rho mercy of the dev- 
il; for between hinl and the afflictad ho ia BUCO to 
suffer. 

flathorn on this oeoasion asked Mr4.Osgeod 
whether rho devil, or his witohoa could use the 
ahape of an innocent person to afflict people.- 
She replied that it could not be: for said she, 
hat Mnnday night wo witches had n meetiag tn 
afflict people, and Goody Dean and myself tried 
to carry the shape of the Rev. Mr. Dean of An- 
dover between US to make it believed that he af- 
flicted persons; bat we could not. And why 
could you not do ir, said the justice. Became, 
said Mrs. O., thr; IPx<l mould not aurrr I” guull 
a man, to be so used ! This answer saved the 
worthy minister, who had often been hinted at 
by th bawiktwd. He WUY nut a sound convert 
to witchcraft 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Freemen-I assure you that I am still re- 
citing veritable history; and T have now detailed 
a sufficient number of confessions anal examina- 
tions to convey an adequate idea of tbedoctrines 
of witchcraft tbusembraced by those assuming 
anrhoriry; and also of the various modes by 
which the inquisitors, with the invention of the 
affltcted, detected and secured for trial and pun- 
ishment, rho supposed culprits; until about one 
hundred women, and some men of the county of 
Essex wore imprisoned, and in despair of their 
lives. 

Yet, this high-handed exercise of power, 
which even settled despotism would dread, was 
usurpation. It is manifest fcum history, that 
Massachusetts was then under no compact of 
civil govcrnmeut whatever. 

Prom the tune that the first charter was can- 
celled, in chancery in 1684, there had been two 
commission governments under James II. That 
of -Mr. Dudley, which was for a few months on- 
ly; and that of Sir Edmund Aadros, which’ 
was overthrown by the people in 1689 as before 
stated; and from that period to the season of 
witchcraft, Willian~ and Mary had done nothing 
towards the settlement of the proviuce. 

But en the 14th of May 1692, Sir William 
Phipps arrived with the Provincial Charter, and 
immediately took upon himself t,he government. 

All tho old writers agree that this, was a man 
of dull intellect, and rode behaviour. Hut he 
was placed in power because he wss theught 
controllable and available for the special interests 
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wbioh ho Perved, and that other men more cun- 
ning than himself and mare obnoxious to sus- 
picion also, might rule the people through him. 
A very common, but a very baneful artifice in a 
people’s government. He was born somewhere 
on the banks of the Kennebeck id 1650; and 
was the twenty-second mu of his mother, aad 
had also four sisters. 

He aamc to distinction among men, solely by 
the discovery of a Spanish rreaaure, buried in 
the ecean, about the rime of the settlement of 
Boston, and in a Spanish frigate near the coast 
of Hiepaniola. He bad sought it for rnony year@ 
under a patent fram h British crown, and iti 4 
British frigate, and when at last tbat reyal sim- 
pleton, king, James 11. saw him hring home to 
London more than forty tons of Spanish silver, 
in bars and pigs of solid metal, for [very joy he 
commanded Capt. t’hipps of the Algier Rose 
frigate to kneel before him, and then commnnd- 
od him to rise up Sir IVillinm Phipps. This 
was m the vice reign 01‘ Sir Kdmond Andros and 
made as much talk here, as did his tyrannies. 

In Massachusetts the knighthood, and the ail- 
ver were irresistrbla; and Sir William becnme, 
under the auapiees of the Rw. Increase Rlather, 
our first crown governor. Yet, dlth hire specie 
he was the first to iotrodnee the paper money 
credit.system among us. 

Ia his administration, Gov. Phipps, as was ex- 
pected, fell in with the old eolonisl policy, and 
maintained the old influences. so far as the rights 
eftho people were concerned; and one of his 
first labors was to give aid to the witch prosecu 
tions. The ruling clergy and the magistrates, 
ware already committed on the subject, and it 
required more mind, and democratic views of 
hamao rights, than Sir William or his advisers 
possessed, tn overthrew thnt horrid fanaticism 
With a hand&d now committed for trial, his Ex- 
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ceilencr could find no court of cotnpatea~ jutis- 
diction, in his province, to try o-single witch. 

Bad by the ehnrter, the general court alone 
COUld est:lbhsb Judlclal tribungtp, yer on this IN- 
casion, Sir Willjdrn could not haallowed to wait 
the dull roc& of lawful legklstion, but within 
two wee i-i. 8 after his wrlval, by a rank uaurparion 
of power, issued a special comukion of Oyer 
and Ta&,uer to uve magistrates, to go down to 
Saketu~aad tr$ rjmhea, and some ot lheae five 
had eakwtd adjudged the accused guilty on pri- 
mary examination. 

This measure filled the hearts of the accused, 
apd their numerous friends with diannty; but 
ihero wa9 ~0 remedy. 

On the second day of June a quorum of these 
sat. and selected for trial Bridget Bishop, the 
wife of Edward Bishop of Salem. This poor 
womun had for many years been reputed a witch; 
and this by the nocuaetion~ of one Samuel Gray, 
and alchuagh ou hte death-bed ho confessed hid 
sorrow for the wrong he had dorv# her, yet the 
imputation still rested upon her, asd now ens- 
bind tho ufflicted. with their maoagerti, to de- 
gtroy her. And nbove all, ns an excresence snp- 
posed to bl: a wtch teat was found on her body. 
To give curreecy and popularity to her execu- 
tion a story was frbricuted, rnd most industri- 
ously circulated by the witchcraft party, that as 
Bishop was led out to execution under a strong 
guard, she gave a look at the then newly erect- 
e$ moeting house tu Salem, so blasting and 
spit&&that an invkible rlrmon forthwith entered 
in and tore down a portion of tha holy edifice. 
And this is from Cotton Mather’s nccount of the 
Salem wit& trmlu, dr~~wn ep for inspection, and 
by the request of Sir Willinm, himselC The 
commissioners then adjourned to the 30th of 
JIW* following. 

Aside from the manifest fallacy of her sopposed 
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crime, and ths iI)eyaIity uf Sir William’s cotn- 
mission to try witches, this woman had viaht- 
l d no existing law.rt.atute or commqn Ou the 
oighrh of June, and &vu or three days after bar 
trial and copdemnetilxr, the Gcoernl court of the 
province was convened, and their only ac! was 
ID revive the whole colonial code of laws iu- 
eluding the old Cottonian law against witcb- 
craft; aed this upon the ground that the authority 
of these laws, eeascd with the first charter.- 
The law then upon which Nrs. Bishop was tried 
waeadead letter; it was revived, and in twp, 
!ap” albr she was hrog. A strange an 

3 
rliOrakebvmeowhoh~eharXe”f~~~ 
&r+aop,if the people. So difficult isthe 

art of just government. 
No wonder then that Sir William, five daya 

after thia witch execution asked council ofthe 
leading ministers of the colony in form. And 
the response drawn up by Cotton Mather is as 
followa. 

‘*The afflicted state ol’ourpoor neighhora, cow 
sufiering by molestations frour the invisible world, 
we nppreheRd, isso deplorable that we think 
their condition calls for the utmost help of all 
persons in their several capacitisa. Yet we ae- 
knowledge qrith thnnkfulnapa, ~11~ S”P.RPII*, IvKch 
the merciful God has given to the sedulous BP 
deavors ofour .honorable rulers, to defeat the 
abommablo witchcrafin which hare heen com- 
mitted in the country.” 

“We judge, that in the prosecution of these, 
and all such witchcmfts, there is need of exqui- 
site caution, iest too much credulity for thinge 
resting only on the devil’s authority, should en- 
able him to get an advantage over us; for we 
should sot be ignorant of his devices.” 

“AH things should be managed wtth exceed- 
ing tanderncs~ towords thoso complainod of, ~8- 
peeially if they be persons heretofore of “nblem- 

la 
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i&d reputatiou. Nor ie the ciroumetaaoo of the 
accused being represented by spectre to the af- 
flicted a soflicient ground for conviction; for it is 
a~. mxdoubtod thing, that II demon may, by 
God’s permission, appear for ill porpoaes in the 
ehape of an intioccnt, yea and a virtuous man.” 

This doca not nooerd with Mrs. Osgvod’s eon- 
fersion, that she and another witch tried to car- 
ry the Rev. Mr. Deans’ shape between them, bat 
were not ~ntI’.ered by the Lord so to UJO il gvuQ 
man. But the doctrines or witchcraft were’ then 
ar subject to change as thbse of religion. Both 
socm to hnva been fanciful and al Iritrary. 

“We knownot however, bat some romnrka- 
Lb affronts given to devils, by our disbelieving 
their tustimuuies, vluy IIUL put a poried fo Le 
progress ofthe dreadful ca!amity now among us 
tn the accusation of so many persons for witch- 
craft.” 

Here indeed is a glimmering of sense. That 
the only way te overthrow the devil was to give 
him no credit. But as his credit k mattera of 
witchcraft ha&now been of Bfiy yearr standing, 
this was ne easy matter. 

Rut lastly say the ministers, to Sir U’illiam: 
“Wecannot but humbly recommend ucto the 
government the speedy and vigorous prosecutions 
of suchas have rendered themselves obnoxious 
to the laws of God and the wholesome statutes 
of the English nation in the detection of witch- 
&rafts.” 

This document was dated, Boston June 16th 
1692, and signed by the principal ministers of the 
pro&e, and unfortunately for the country the 
government aeemed to heed only the last clause 
of the advice, as will be seen hereafter. 
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LETTER XIX. 

A qaornm of Sir Wllliarn’s commissioners 
again sat at Salem on the 30th of Jane, for the 
trial of wilclles; Lieut. Gov. Sloughton, and 
Messrs. Winthrop, Sewall, and Gidney being 
prosent, and on that day they commenced the 
1ria1 ofSusanna Martin uf Amesbury. 

She was a womanof uncommon ingenuity 
and enterprise; and was new a widow, with 
rhe care ofa considerableestate, aad a largo fam- 
ilp thrown upon her. She, like Bishop, had 
long been reputed a witch, and an ansuccess- 
ful attempt had once beenrnade to convict her. 

Rlather in his account of her case, drawn up 
by order of the government, declares, “that she 
WIS one of the moat impudent, scurrilous, ~UX- 
ed creatures m the world,” and the court treat- 
edher with great severity. But she repelled all 
idea charges with invincible spirit; as will be 
seen by the l’ollowing dialogue which took place 
at her primary exarnmation, and which was now 
detailed in evidence against her. 

Justice.-Pray Goody Martin; what ails these 
young people ! JCzrtin.4 don’t know. .7.- 
But what do you think ails thsm ? A/.-l do 
natdesire to think upon the subject. J.-Da 
you not think they ore bewitched ? N.--No, I 
do not think they are. I.-Tell us your thoughts 
about them then. .Il.-3My thoughts are rq 
own when they are in; but when they are.out 
they sre another’s,-tbcir master ! J.-Their 
master! who do you think is their master! 
.%f.-If they be dealing in withcrsft, Sir,you 
may know as well as I. J,-Well, mistress 



136 LETTERS ON TIIE 

Martin, what have you doue towards these girls ! 
N.-l have done nothing at all. 
J.,Why it is either you or your spectre. 
.df.M.-I C(LIIIIOL help what my spectrs does. 
.L-It is either you or your master. liow 

comes it, that your spectre should hurt these 
feople ? 

AL-110~ do I know hnw it comes. Samuel 
was a glorified saint; but he that appeared to 
Baut, in Yamaet’a ahape may now appear in any 
one% shape. 

A very pertment reply and puzzled the jns- 
rice. 

Martin was indicted for witchcraft and sorcer- 
ies upon the body of Mary Walcott on the second 
day of May, 1661, and also for divers other acts 
of witchcraft before and after that time, without 
epecitication of time or place, 

John Allen testriied, that rhe widow Martin 
eace requested him to cart some staves for her, 
betbe. refused because his cattle were weak and 
poor; at which she was displeased and said he 
would be sorry fes it; and before he coald reach 
home his oxen tired and fell down. This was 
supposed to be by witchcraft, though Al!en said 
the oxen were too weak to draw staves. 

Afterthis be turned them upon Salisbury beach 
to fatten, but they became so wild that no one 
could approach them, and when it was attempt- 
ed to drive them home they ran furiously into 
the sea and were drowned. 

Another witness purchased a cow of Martin’s 
son; she opposed the bargaia. and soon the 
animal became furious and unmanageable. And 
these were considered cases of witchcraft. 

Bernard Peach testified, that once being in bed 
on a Sabbath night, the widow Martin cume in- 
to his room through the window, and seizing 
him, drew up his body into a honp and she then 
lay upon him about two hours, but at last after a 
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sevwe struggle he got two of her fingers be- 
tweeu his teeth and bit them nptil she cried out 
with the pain and vanished. At another time 
when she was after him, he struck her or her 
spectrc with his quarter-staff and it was repurt- 
ed that she was wounded on the head. So it 
was sworn that she once trnvelled from Ames- 
bury to Newbury on a rainy day without wetting 
even the soles of her feet. and boasted that she 
scorned to be drabbled. It was concluded in 
court, that the devil helped her on. 

Rut the most wonderful story told on this ne- 
casion was that of Jeseph Ring; this man seems 
to have bean a good fiddler, whom the old char- 
tnr witr.hea 2nd demon* nrlented for their pecn- 
liar use and amusement. IIe testified that for 
two years pust he hnd been strangely carried 
about through the air to witoh revels and dan- 
ces; thst for a long time they had kept him 
dumb, but since they began to be prosecuted he 
had in .1 measure recovered his speech. TIis 
kuowlsdge of them and their power over him, 
began thus. 

Aa he nst in hie house one day, a stranger of 
suspicious mien applied to him to give music to a 
company of dancers on a certain evening; and 
whilst the timid und distrustful fiddler hesitated, 
the proffer ofa large sum ofmoney by the stran- 
ger, and which he too readily accepted, induced 
him to muke the desired promise nod immedi- 
ately the msn vanished sosuddenly that Ring was 
exceedingly startled and repented ofwbat he had 
done; but it was too late. 

.4t the appointed hour he found a horse well 
caparisoncd standing at hia door; he took the hint 
but no umner had Ire mounted into Grtt saddle, 
than the animal leaped into the air and ,pushed 
forward with a velocity which deprived him of 
all consciousneaa of time or distance and almost 
of existence itself. He next fennd himself in 

12* 
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front of a splendid building, with lights from ev- 
ery pert, streaming out upon night’s darkness, 
but from whence issued no sound of mirth or fes- 
tivity. Presently Goodman Ring was inlroduced 
into a spacious hall,he screwedup his fiddle, be- 
gan to play, and then the dancing began in good 
onmesl. At ouce a preternatural infiuenco came 
over him, and he was umazed nt the power of his 
own instrument, which seemed to fill that ample 
hall to its very roof, and to inspirit dancing which 
he now plainly saw was superhuman. It was 
here that he saw the widow Martin, the prison- 
er XC the barnwinging and dancinp among the 
revellers, like a nimble. maiden of e-ighreen; and 
he was willing& swear to her id~lt.ty. 

When the dancing ceased, the personage who 
first engaged him came with a book for him to 
sign. and an ink hnrn nnnt;ling aoo.Pthiog like 
blood. But the fiddler refused his name, and 
casting his eye& downward he saw that cloven 
foot whir,h had been the terror of aI1 h’cw Epg- 
land for hrlfa century, andin hisdistresshe called 
upon God for he1.p. At once a horrid hysteric 
lnngh hur.rt upon bin ezrs, and then ruJJonly all 
wna darkness, and he found himself in the crotch 
of a great pint tree, cold and comfortless, in n 
lonely plain 2nd the st:~ of midr.ight winking 
down upon him. He descondsd as well as ho 
could, wandered about in the woods until morn- 
ing light, and than found his rroy hornc; but be 
could never again find that pine tree that made 
the witeh palace. 

From that tima forth the. witches and demons 
had power over him and used him as they pleas- 
ed. And AMather says “that whenever he was 
brought unto their hellmh meetings, and &owed 
any disobedience one of the fiist things they did 
unto him was, to give him a knock on Ihe back, 
whereupon hc was e~eras il’bound with chains, 
incapable of stirring out of the place till they 
should release him. 
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After this strange tertimony was in, the court 
asked Martin what she had to say for henelf.- 
She replied that she hnd alwsya Iod a virtnoua 
and holy life, that she knew nothing ofthe crime 
whereof she was accused, and she solemnlv pre- 
trtded aqninat the proceedings and the ev;denPn 
against her. Yet thejury soon returned a VW- 
diet of goilty, and the court pronounced sea- 
tence of death. 

On the following day Elizabeth How was 
tried. The evidence +nst her was very simi- 
lar t0 that againal MnrLn. Sire was of Ipswioh, 
and first became noted as a witch by an abor- 
tive attempt to join the &arch in that place, 
whioh led to an invcsrigntion of her ahoractcr, 
aad brought oat her wit&crafts. 

This woman it was tnougbt had a burning 
witch hridie which tortured arly 11arae thnt w WC 
it to efforts beyond its strength, it would also 
torn to a horse any man or beast on whom it was 
ww piaced. lsvvc Culnmin. LIWOW, thut he 
had CI vsry spirited mace, which he believed 
Howe ased freely in her witch frolics. The 
mare grew sick and wenk without apparent ct~ttes, 
and Japan cramination she seemed bruised and 
Ia#&&s if rapidly ciddeo ovar rocks and rough 
plawxq sod the marks of the burning witch bri- 
dle were visible upon her; nay, she was found 
so snlphurions, that the owner passing near her 
one night in tho stable with his Iantern she tuok 
fire, and emitted a blue hrimetone blaze, fine as 
a knit&lg needle, and which singed her own 
hair and endangered the barn. The beast died 
soon after in strange spasms. 

It further appeared by the confessing witches 
that tioody llnwe was ono of those who had 
been baptized bv the devil nt Newbury Falls, 
and before whioh baptism ho roada them all 
kneel down by tha river’s brink and worship 
him. 
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Ehznbeth Howe was indicted for witchcraft 
upon Mary Walcott and Wary Lewis; the jury re- 
turned her guilty and the court sentenced her to 
death. 

Atthis same session were also tried, Sarah 
Good, Rebecca Nurse, and Sarah Wilde. 

The case of Nurse excited a strong public sen- 
sation at her trial;-the testimonials of her Chris- 
tian hehaviour and extraordinary care in educa- 
ting her children, and her excellent erawle be- 
fore them,were so numerous and cood&ve *hat 
the jury returned a verdict of not guilty. T+n 
whioh the afflicted girls raised an outcry so hid- 
eous, as amazed both court and spectators. 

The chisf commissioner. Stoughton, said ho 
would not control the jury. but observed that 
they had not well considered an expression of 
Nurse. when Hobbs, a cnnfnaaing witch. was 
produced as a witness; which was, “what, do 
you bring her; she is one of us.” Again the ja- 
ry went out,nnd retwmed, “not guilty.” Nurse 
was then at the bar, andtepes asked to explain, 
bat as she said nothing, the jury went out tho 
third time and brought her in guilty. 

When Nurse was afterwards told of the wse 
made of her words, she wrote to the court an ex- 
planation, that she did not hear that sho was rc- 
quested to explain at the bar, she being some- 
what deaf, but she only meant that Hobbs was 
her fellow prisoner. 

Upon this Sir William Phipps reprieved her, 
and again the afflicted, instigated by others, no 
doubt, raised anew outory and the Salem soci- 
ety for the detection of witches also interfered, 
and the reprieve was wtthdrawn and thereupon 
the Rev. Mr. Nnyos of Salem, whose church 
plember she was, excommunicated her in form. 

On the 19th of July these five were executed. 
At the gallows, Noyes urged Sarah Good to con- 
fess, aad told her she was a witch and she knew 
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it; to which she replied, Sir you are a liar; I am 
no more a witch then you ore e wizard, and it’ 
you take my life, God will give you blood to 
drink. 
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LETTER XX. 

Stonghton and his associates were now the 
terror and scourge of the country. On the fifth 
of August they sat at Satem. Six uurttsistiug 
and helpless females they had already hong with- 
out law or crime; nnd whose terror-stricken 
kindred dare not raise eveu a murmur of discou- 
tent. Indeed so subdued appeared the public 
mind, that they now adventured upon the trial 
of the Rev. George Burroughs, rhe only gospel 
teacher ever hung for witchcraft ic this or any 
otherChristian eoontry. He had formerly been 
the settled minister of Salem village, und now 
an avowed infidel io the current notious of witch- 
craft. The Rev. Mr. Lawson also once a teach- 
er in the earn* @ace, was more pliant, and wrote 
a book fiattering to the aflicted and their mea- 
gers; had Burroughs followed his example he 
might have escaped hanging. 

Warily iudced dxd the prosecutors cast their 
entanglements about this devoted man. We 
first we a fictitious witch sacrament, with ap- 
propriate deacons;-next n clergymao, black- 
haired, short and thick set, with the devil to ad- 
minbter. All know that this aimed at hr- 
roughs. Then eight confessing witches affirmed 
that so great was his fidelity and zeal, that he 
was to he a king in Satan’s kingdom abeut te be 
estnblished in Massachusetts. They multiplied 
his indictments tofour* for afllicting thoso four 
bloody impostors, Mary \Valcott, Elizabeth Ho- 
bart, .Mary Lewis nnd Ann Putnam. And he 
stood before a prejudiced court and jury without 
hope of justice, or even of compusslon. 



FIRST CFIARTER. 143 

Theafaicred began Iheir evidence with t%w and 
eutbriee. They said Ba’rroughs ixt them, and 
showed what they al!eged were the prints of his 
teeth on their Bash; and Ann Putnam said rhar 
even now hirspectre presented her the devil’s 
book, boastingthat he was above tbe ordinary 
rank of witches, Rgam they w8re cast into 
convulsions and could not proceed. Stoughton 
asked Burroughs, who he thought hinderd those 
witneaaes from testifying. Lie rephed, perhaps 
it was the devil. “How comes the devil,” said 
his Honor, “so 10th to have any testimony borne 
against yen ?” A fool rcagonso bti in Ireepiag 
with his getmtal conduct. 

One of the. afflicted declared that she was 
once in a trance, and that Burroughs carried her 
into a very bigh mountain and showed her alf 
the kingdoms of the earth, and saidthat he,would 
give her all these, if she would write her name in 
his book. She did not hid himget behind her, 
but told him rhnt tho kingdom4 were not hia to 
give, and refused to S~~JJ. This cvus a girl of 
eleven years, hour could she distinguish between 
a trnnco nod a dream ? Yet her story went ZLB 
evidence into the wee. 

Barrongha had been twicb married, and it tvna 
reportad that he had ill-treated his wires. B-t 
ho asked the eoart very pertinently how this 
could go to sustain an indictment for afflicting 
Mary Walcott and for which ho was then on tri- 
al. But the witnesses were not checked, and 
they testified that they had seen the apparition 
of tue women, who said they were Burrougb’s 
wives; and that he had caused their deaths; and 
that the Judges must he told 6f it; and that Ntel/ 
did not lcmw (strwqo language for ghosts.) but 
the 

d . 
should appeal in court at the trial. 

resentll ribagail Williams cried out in great 
ZtppUrent tlurror lhitttbe ghouls ufthoae Iwo wives 
had just now Cooke in and were standing before 
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Barroughs and crying for vengeance upon him. 
Yet Bt:rToughs declared he saw them not, nor 
were the sound of their voices heard by the court 
or jury. <%lt this tho prisoner WP~ said to be 
much appalled. No doubt be was so, at the da- 
pravity of the witnesses and their evidence. 

But the girls wer~t yot L’urther, and nfirmed 
that the spectrc of Burroughs had often throat- 
sued to krll them, as he had many others who 
refused to obey him; and ht: numed among his 
murdmed viatims. Mrs. Lawsooc. nd her daugh- 
ter Ann. The stwrg was credited, as they pre- 
sumed he might well cntartain hatred towartls 
the virtuous wifeand daughter of a man like 
Deodar Lawsou, hia predecessor at Salem ril- 
1 age. And it was now called tu rj~irrd, says Marh- 
er, thar the peculiar eitcumstances of their 
deaths, excited suspicion of witchcraft; yet no 
ona the11 t~pt~~ed Irom whence it came. 

It was fnrther tesrificd that Burroughs, not- 
withstanding his holy orders, hated prayer and 
the ordiuances of religioe. His zeal only burned 
in the davil’e caBbe. The confessing *itches al- 
so attribated their seduction to his wiles; hs led 
tlmut WI IO witch meetings, or 10 sorceries, by 
the promise of fine clothes and other unhnllowed 
pleasured; he brought the poppets, or rag ba- 
bies to them for slflictingpeoplc, and taught them 
where to stick the pins the most effectually; he 
even exhorted them to bewitch all Salem village, 
bur wirh caution to prevent dIscovary; and now, 
they affirmed, for their penitence and confees- 
ions, Barroughs and the devils tortured them 
0ontinualIy. 

After Burroughs was hung, these confessors 
recanted, nnd confessed again the utter false- 
hood oT all they bad-said respecting him. But 
they could not quIcken the dead, or heal the 
wounds of bereaved friends, nor soften the hearts 
of such men as Stonghton, Mather, Parris, and 
the like. 
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The evidence was then turned to show that 
Burroughs was endowed with preteraetnral 
rrtreugth. Be had been known to hold out in 
ana band, by the breech, a gun of seven feet 
barrel a8 if it had been a pocket pistol, and then 
to raverae it, and sticking hia forefmget in the 
muzzle. ta hold it out at arm’s IeogttL that 
way. So he would carry a full barrel of cider 
or molasses without staggering. But he offered 
to show thnt whtrtever he did in this way was 
to try his strength with au Indian who did the 
like, and even more than he could. But they 
whogave the testimony,says BlatJer, sawn0 In- 
dian and it Was at once concluded it must have 
been the devil, a8 Ann Putnam paid he often ap’ 
peared like au Indian ! How did this testimony 
refute Burroughs? Did the witnesses Bee the 
devil in the sbapo of an Indian at the time ? 

One Ruck, a brother-in-law to Borroaghs tos- 
titied to his preterlintural walking. On a cer- 
tain occasion a party in hiu company, went to a 
distant field to gather strawberries. \Vhen they 
returned, a thunder shower was advancing. and 
all hut the prisoner rode upon horses and ata 
quick pace; yet he suddenly slipped out of sight, 
and to their astouiahplent was at the house, with 
hia basket of strawberries before them. But 
here he off‘ered to ohow that another man was 
with hits and walked as fast as he did, but 
Stoughron and hie assoolates concluded that this 
pretended companion must have been the devil 
also and would not hear the evidence. 

After this manner wan the unfortunate man 
overwhelmed with false and absurd testimony, 
and the prejudiaeo of those who held his life at 
will: and it wa* sneeringly said that he used 
many twijtings and evasions to get off, but with- 
ont effiot; for the jurv withoat hesiaation re- 
turned a verdict of g&lty. and the caurt pro- 
ueunced him death sentence. 

13 
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At hin.&xecarinn Mather rind other nh&ttwa 
took car& to he present. Bnrroughn with the rest, 
was oar&d through Jeatrects of Salem, on hta 
wry to the gnllow~. Being on the ladder and tho 
rope about his neck, in solemn and decided 
tones he proclaimed his innocence before the 
multitude. He then made his dying prayor, 
with a deliberation and fervency, that won the 
admiration of all present, and drew tears from 
many eyea In conclusion he pronounced the 
Lord’s prayer, withvat hesitancyi and the 
‘camen” served the hangman for his death sig- 
nal. and hc was swung off. 

After it was uver u strong murmur ef discon- 
tent ran through the crowd, a popular uproar was 
feared, and 6 rescue of the other prisoners; but 
Mather, as he sat on his horse in the midst, ad- 
dressed the people to dissuade them from vio- 
lence. Burroughs, ho said 4lould nut be regard- 
ed as a minister after his league with the devil; 
and both his prayers and address, however ear- 
nest, were still deceptive, for the devil himaelf. 
he continued, when he plill, can assume the g&a 
of an angel of light. 

At the same time, and to assist Marher, a sto- 
ry was circulated m the assembly, that the be- 
witched girls could plainly see the black man 
standing near Burrounhs, and assisting him in this 
his last effort. ARer this the exeeutions wenton 
in peace. 

AI this session also was triad and condemned 
old Martha Carrier. She was regarded as oW 
of tho most decided and active witches in the 
coarltl‘y. This was the woman, of Whom it wa8 
repeatedly testified, that the devil had promised 
her that she should be Queen of Hell; an eleva- 
tion to whmh her enemies readily awarded her a 
title. Her true character was untiring industry, 
ceaseless vigilance, and extraordinary exacti- 
tudein the discharge of a:I duties; and as she 
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ueve? sought excuses for remissness or neg@ot 
rhe would grant none to others,end as a majo&y 
of the world are ever on the other s.ide, she fint 
became the terror and then the hathd of her de- 
linquent neighbors In spite to her family, it was 
said, that she roled her husband, and that Good- 
man Carrier would never stick to any bargain of 
goods or ckattels, lands or tenements, ansanc- 
tioned by her. Her children too she kept in 
strange obedience to her will ; but her’s was a 
well ordered and a thrifty household. Yet they 
oalled her a witch until the foul stain became 
deep and fixed. 

It is trae her appearance might indicate a sor- 
csress, Her form was light-her hands and feet 
small and when in motion she was SO rapid and 
perpendicular, that she seemed to glide rather 
than to walk, and as she would steal apon people 
unawares she excited suspicions much to hw 
discredit as a Christian woman. Then her face 
was almost preternaturdIly large, though comely 
ad showed too much knowledge for so sruall a 
ws man. Even when ensnared by a witch pros- 
ecation all tho public inquisitors seemed to dread 
her mettle. Mather declares that when the poor 
tortured witaessea were brought forward against 
her in court every one etpentad thair dsath on 
the very spot. Her malignant look would strike 
them down, and then her touch, her eyes being 
averted, would raise them up; and when they 
coald speak and testified that her shape had 
twisted their necks nlmost round; she said that 
they wire miserable wietches and no matter if 
their necks hnd boen quite twisted OK. 

She was indicted for afflicting Mary Waht 
and Elizabeth HubBard ; and to make straa of her 
they terrified and tortured two of her om sons 
into confession, by tying them neck and heels 
togothor, until thoy said she was a witch, and 
had also given them over to the devil, and they 
particularized the time and place. 



SO old Goody Foatcr, and her daughter and 
graaddaughtar, the two Lacye, were brought up 
again te renew the old story of the witch eacra- 
msn(, and riding on L poie; a recital of which 
woaderfnl adventure deeply interested Stough- 
ton and bis associates. Even in open court du- 
risg the t&l BuaunrraSbelden’s hands were tied 
ae inexplicably with a wheel band, shich they 
were obliged to cut, like the Gordian knot. 

MO& of the testimony on her trial, WBO simi- 
lar :o that given in agaiust Bishop, How, and 
Martin; being of various injuries tothe cattle and 
he&h urrhe people of Andover. But to every 
accusation she opposed a decided denial; threats 
codld sot weaken her, nor promises eeduce bar 
rpa&tion to abIde by the truth. Invifatio30 to 
rape& confess and h6 saved and which others 
accepted so readily, she treated with contempt; 
her conscience was too sensilive for such fable- 
hood and her courage remained unshaken.through 
all the terrora of a public prosecution, ,triat ah& 
axecation, 

And who will deny to Martha Carriei’s name 
a place among those of recorded martyrs for the 
love of truth. 

Whilst IMartha Carrier lay in prison under sen- 
tence of death, four dtiys before her execution, 
her little daughter Sarah was examined and 
brought to confession by the witch inquisition.- 
The process was as follows. 

Q.-Sarah Carrier how long hare yen been 
a witch ! 

A.-Ever since I was six ypraoi#. 
Q.--Wow old are yea now ? 
A.-Nearly eight years; brother Richard says 

I shall be eight years old hea November. 
Q.-Who made you switch ! 
B.-My mother, and she baptized me, and 

pat water on me and said “thou art mine forever 
and rver, amen;“and she made me set my hrnd 
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to the book; it wan B red ,book but the paper 
wns white. 

Q.--Where was this ’ 
B.-In Andrew Foster’s pasture. 
Q.-Who was present with you and your 

mother at that time ? 
L-Elizabeth Johnson, aunt Teptbaker, and 

my eonsm Toothakor. 
j.-yoa;,;he black man there ? 

Q:xWhat ild they promise to give you, when 
you was baptized ? 

&-A prett dack dog ! 
4 Q.-And d thd-4og a7er come to you ? 

A-NO sir. 
Q.-But you aaid yen saw a cat; what did 

that say to you ! 
A.-It aaid it would tear me in pieces if I did 

not write my name in the book. 
Q.-Hew did yon afflict people ? 
J.--I pinched them. 
Q.-What, havn’t you any poppets ? 
A.-No sir. (She was but n decent sized 

poppst herself.) 
Q.-Then yon go to people, when you pinch 

md torment them ? 
A.-Yes sit. 
Q.-Do you go in your body or in your spirit ? 
“g-1 go in my spirit. Goody Johnson had me 

last Saturday to go and bite and pinch Goocty 
Phe:p’a child. 

Q.-How did you go ? (Sarah was at Salem 
and Phnlp’achild weti in Andover.) 

A.-My rirother carried me. 
Q.--But your mother was then, and ig now 

‘“4p I. iaon * how did she ~nrry ynn ! 
hR cbdd co&I not tell; she did not think of 

riding on a pole in her spirit, as others had done, 
but answered that her mother hams ta her like 
a black cat. 

13* 



150 LETTERS ON THE 

Q.-How did you know that blnck cat to be 
your mother ? She ngain heaitated. Perhaps, 
said one of the justices, ehe told you 80. Yea, 
the cat told me,shs was my mother. l’hcae 
questions were ton luminous and rational, and 
theinquisitor chunged tte subject. 

Q.-Have you ever been to asy witch meet- 
ing8 .I A.-K0 sir, 

Q.-What is thatinyour hand? Sheshowed 
it to thecourt. ‘It.woa n wooden apeab about 
two irrchea long; ehe said she hsd it of E. John- 
son, who had it of the devil ! 

This Elizabeth Johnson named by 8uralr Car- 
rier, wns tried for witchcraft, at the first superi- 
or Court bolden under the second chnrter, at Sa- 
lem on the third of Jnuutity, 1693. Its records 
are now extant, and from whmh I copy her in- 
dictment as follorys: “Forthat the aaid Pliza 1 - 
bath JU~IISUII, urhudover in the Couniy of Es- 
ser,on or nbout,- and divers other &mea, as 
well before as after; in the township of Andover 
aforesaid, wiokedly, maticiously and feloniously, 
a cweqant wilh the devil did make, by which di- 
ubolicnl covenant she gave herself both body and 
aoul to the deuit; and signedthe devil’s book; and 
by him wus linpiize~luu~t unfo hrm, rcntrtrnced 
her ChtGtiur. baptism, nnd God und C!crisl,urrd 
owned the decil for her Wd, WI,! promised 
to serveand obey him forever; by which wicked 
covenant she the said E. J. is become a de- 
icstrble witch; contrary to the pence of our 8ov- 
ereign Lord and Lady, the King and (iueen, 
their crown and dignity, and the laws in that case 
made and provided.” 

There i3 a second count for ar7licting Sarah 
Phelps of Andover, therhild spoken of by Jarah 
L’irrrier, Upon tbid indjctmentthejury found her 
“not guilty,” and she was discharged by order 
of the court, upon paying her prison fees! 

Mary Toothaker also named by little Sarah 
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Carrier, us being present at her consecration to 
the devil, was the sister of Martha Carrier, and 
beionged to Billerica. She was tried at the Su- 
perior Court, holdeual Chorlcstuwn vu the last 
Tuesday of January, 1693, and acquitted hy the 
jury. Her extraordinary indictment I copy also 
fr-oaa tha rq~~rd’s as follu~s: ‘-For thel the said 
m&v ‘Tnotiaker, of Billerica tn the County of 
iI!ii?dlesex, widow, on or ahout,-at and in the 
town of B. in cbe county of M. atoresaid wicked- 
ly, feloniously, and maliciously ocoaenant t&h 
the devil did make and for cot&matron of the 
said covenant,made a mnrk upon a pieceq b&h 
rind, (bark) which the devit’brou ht to her 
(for want ofpaper, ) * * * g * and 
promised to serve the devrl, and to praise htm 
with her whole heart; by which diabolical cove- 
nant, with the devil made, in manner and form 
as aforesatd, the said Mary Toothaker has be- 
come a detestahle witch against the peace, &c.” 

There is no second count in this indictment, 
and no specification of the time when the cove- 
nant upon birch bark, w!th the devil, was signed 
by Goody Toothaker. If it was executed before 
October, 1692; itwas then not an indictable of- 
fence. But the record leaves it in doubt, whethi 
er the fact was before or afterthe law. 

The boldness and even uhraism of the Ando- 
ver witches in covenanting with the devil, and 
renouncing infunt haptism, and rcceivin.gan adult 
baptism at his hands by plunging in rovers and 
ponds, (a hit by the standing order, atthe Ana- 
baptists,) and in riding on poles with htm, star- 
tled and terrified the country. Some of tt ese 
p&i%ices were peculiar to that compnny, and 
brounht out by the spectral discoveries, of Aba- 
gad Williams and other Impils of old Titoba.- 
Under this excitement the General Court met 
nt Boston m October, 1692, and then passed 
a law of death against those who should feed, 
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consult, employ or covenant with any evil or 
wicked spirit. 

Goody Toothaker on trial, wan acquitted by 
the jury; her being the sister of Martha Carriar 
no doubt led to her presecution. 

George Jacobs of Salem, was tried this term. 
He was nearly eighty years of age; and by what 
malice he was selected as a victim, does not now 
appear. After ha \yaa imprironed they cried oat 
againat his Bon, his ~011’s &and deoghtar. The 
son left all, and fled ‘for his life oat dftheohatter 
limits; the wife, who was at times deranged, the 
marshal1 decoyed to prison, under promise that 
she should sooo return, leaving a family ofweep- 
ing little ones to the charity of neighbors. 

Margaret, the daughter, ~6s also arrested and 
terrified into confession of witchcraft, and then 
used as a witness to destroy her own grandfather 
and the Rev. George Burroughs, for which she 
was liberated. But when she found they wsre 
aeatenced to dqalh. she becsrn~ conacinnan-amit- 
ton, and Bent to Stoaghton and by associates, a 
recantation, tind was thereupon again commi#ed 
Co prison, ‘I’here on her lihees and with many 
tears, she begged pardon of those whom she hnd 
PO deeply injured; they kindly strove to console 
her, praynd wlrh her, and forgnvo her. 

In the nlidstol’surrounding violence and mor- 
al desolation, such virtue is refreshing. Her let- 
ters tn the eonrt rind her father show un otaol- 
lent understanding, and an exquisile conseilaltFe, 
the choicest of all blessings. 

To the court she wrote thus: “May it plesae 
your Honors,-1 was cried out upon by some of 
the possessed pervons as otllicting them; upon 
which I WBB brought to examinntion, then those 
persons fell down at the sight of me. Thev told 
me that I did it, though I could not tell how, and 
that if I would not ooofe~a 1 abuuhl be put down 
into the dungcon and would be banged; hut if I 
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would confess I ehonld have my life* the which 
did so offright me, with my own vile wicked 
heart, to save my life, that I made the eonfea- 
sion I did; which they say I swore to, but I was 
Ignorant of it,uot knowing what an 08th did 
mean. But may it please the honored court, my 
confession 1~ whqlly fslse. Whnt I said ugainqt 
my grandfather and Mr. Rurroughs wus altogeth- 
er untrue. I did it to save my life. Hut the 
Lord in whom I trnst, charging it to my con- 
science made me in so much horror that I could 
not contain myself nn~il I had denied m .eonfes- 
sion; *ou&in doing&l saw nothing ot death 9’ 
beforema, ,&ooPim rather to die with a quiet 
conscience than live in such horror. TJpnn de- 
nying my confession I wss committed to prison, 
where I enjoy more felicity in spirit, a thousand 
times. thou I did in my cnlnrgemant. And now 
I leave it to your Honors’ pious discretion, to 
take pity on my tender years, nod to do with me 
66 the Lord nhow, rind your Ilonora sIrall see 
good, having now no friend but the Lord to 
plead my cause. ibHGARET JACOBS.” 

A few daya after her grandfXer and *Mr. Bnr- 
toagbs were hung, she wrote thus to her father, 
who was then out of the jurisdiction, in Rhode 
Island or New York. 

“From my dungeonin Salem prison, August 
2Oth, 1692. 

Honored Fnther: 
After my humble duty remembered to you 

hoping in your good health, as blessed be God I 
enjoy, though in affliction, being cloaelp conliued 
here ia a loathsome dungeon; the Lord look 
down in mercy upon me not knowing how soon 
I sha\l b c put LO dex,th, by nx~m UTILW afaicted 
persons, my grandfather having alrendy suffered, 
und all his estate seized for the ki?tg. 

The reaaoo of rn~ imprisonment again, is this; 
I having throagk &he threateniags of the mogia- 
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trates, and my own vile and wretched heart, 
confessed several things contrary to my con- 
science and knowledge, and to the wound- 
ing of my soul, (the Lord pardon me for it ;) but 
oh ! the terrors ef a wounded conscience who 
can bear ! But blessed bethe Lord, he would 
not let me go on in my sins, and in mercy to my 
sod, I hope, would not suffer me to keep it any 
longer; 1 was forced to confess the truth of all 
beferf4he magistrates, who would not belii 
me; &id they have put me here and God m 
how soon I shall be put tc death. Dear father, 
let me beg your prayers IO theLord on my be- 
half and send 11s a joyful and happy meeting in 
heavgn. My mother (then in prison with Mar- 
garet) poor woman, is very crazy at times, and 
remembers her kind love to you. So leaviogyou 
to the protection of tha I.ord, I rest your dutiful 
daughter, MARGARET J.4coss. 

Thii poang woman was the tirst, who had the 
courage IO deny her coefessieo, under the frorvns 
of the conrtsW&a&ratas; and althougb she 
expected death For it, yet she wan saved by a 
mere accident. 

The time set for her triai was the 17th of 
Beptember, and being then sick in prison she 
passed by the last session of Sroughton’a bloody 
witch court. On the third of January 1693, her 
case came before the Superior Court, then new- 
ly organized by the General Court, where she 
was tried and found not guilty by the jury. Had 
she been brought before Sitoughton in September 
she wuld have been lost. Margaret’s indict- 
ment andtkat found against her mother, stand 
the first upon the records ofthe Supreme Court 
of thi. Con~monwcalth. 

They were tried for afflicting some of the be- 
witched band at Salem, as wers all :hose who 
WQ~Q executed. P;one of the Yalem witches 
were ever indicted for covenanting with the dev- 
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il and being baptized by him. This, cls I have 
said, was peculiar to the witches of the northern 
towns ofMassachusetts, who were thought by 
tlra guverunmnt to be rncne spirited and rebel- 
lious than their aoutheru sisters. 

Rut 80 ill understood at that season WBB tbe 
filial piety SIP i%~gncet Jacobs and which should 
atway stand in contrist with the then current of 
thought and conduct, that it excited no compas- 
sion, in the rulers towards her alllicred lroaae. 

In seizing the estate of her grandfather after 
his condemnation in the name of the king and 

grand-children were cast upon charity for even 
the preservation of life. 
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LETTER XXI. 

John Proctor and his wife with John Willard 
were also tried at the August session of the eom- 
miwioncrs. 

Willard, had for some time been used by the 
persecutors, as a witch hnuter, and tb bring in 
11~2 victirllri Ih 6zm4inillion; a lllost odious and 
unpopular OIKCU. But tho m;my cases of indi- 
vidual and family distress and despair, which he 
daily witnaazed in this employment, at last so ex- 
cited his compassion, that he refused to act. Im- 
mediately upon which, and to punish sign?lly the 
supposed affront and rebellion, he was cried out 
upon ax being Lmself in league and covenant 
with the devil,.and well knowing his dinger, he 
at once turned and iled northwardly, into the 
wilderness towards Canada. Bat swift runners 
were sent on foot in the same directionwho goon 

cans up with him. And It was given out by his 
enemies, that the bewitched girls at Snlcn~ were 
conscions of tho exxt monmt of his arrest, 
though many miles distant; and fbat one of them 
cried out i: open court, “now Willard is taken !” 
which pro\ed.to be correct. IJe wa8 brought 
back, und hung in terror to all offenders against 
the then dominant bloody influences. 

Proctor and his wife were those whose prima- 
ry examination of the 11th of April has been ai- 
ready detailed. Some of the same magistrates 
wbo then advised their commitment, now sat on 
their final trial, and they found no favor. Both 
were returned guilty by the jury and both re- 
ceivod Bentence of death from the commissioners, 
and wim only ten days space to prepare for eter- 
nity. 
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Goody Proctor turned out to be in delicate 
he&b and circumstances, and her execution was 
deferred until the Fury of persecution was paat, 
and she was saved. 

But for Proctor himself, although he became 
ensnared hy his conjugal tidclity, there waz no 
commiseration or hope ; and as death neatly ap- 
proached, he showed more fear than any of his 
sugering cefrlp:lnions. Indeed, in al1 these ter- 
rors, it wits notorious that females suffered with 
the most patience and fortitude. 

1% latter to five of the principal alergymen in 
and about Boston shows their supposed intluence 
with the government, and in the witch pro&ecu- 
tiona. 

It WOR written in prison a little before his trial, 
and isaddressed--.llcesrs .Mather, Alien, Moody, 
U’illerd and Bailey. thus :- 

“KEVEREND GENTLEMEN, 
“Theinuocency of our cake, with the en- 

mity of our uccu~rs. judges and jury, whom 
nothing but our innocrut blood can satisfy, makes 
us bold to beg and implore your favorable a~- 
nivtance of this our hun~bk ucririon to His Ex- 
cellency, that if por;sible our innocent blood may 
be spared. All the magistrofes, n~ini~ters,’ ju- 
ww uud people in ger~ral, are greatly incensed 
against us, by the delusion of the devil, and yet 
we know in our own consciences that we are all 
innocent persona. 

“Here are five who have lately confessed them- 
selves to be witches, and do accuse some of WI 
of Loirlg with tlrwl at a witch sacrament at ga- 
lem vrllagc and that, even since we have been 
here committed into close prison 1 

“This we Lmw to no a lie. 
“Two of the five are young men, (they were 

Richard Carrier and his brother; Martha Carrier’8 
twa WIS) who would not cont’eee until they were 
tied neck and heela together and the blood was 

14 
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ready to start out of their no.~s; and then one 
said he had been a wizard abont a month, and 
the other for five weeks; and that their mother 
muda them RO; and yet their mother barn been 
here in close prison for more than nine w%cka.” 
Perhaps she did it in the shape of a black cat RI 
she appeared to her little dnugl:&x Sarah, &er 
she was in prison. 

“11 Y son W11Iiam Proctor when he ww exam- 
ined hacxu~a he wuuld nut tout-eas that he was 
guilty, when he knew that he was innocent, was 
tied neck aad heela together until the blood start- 
rd fivu~ I& nose. And rhev would have kept 
him in thi+ posture twenty-f&r hours, if one more 
merciful than the re$t, h:ld not released him. 

“These action3 are veyy like the Popish cru- 
elties. We are undone m our estates already ; 
and that will not suiiice without our innocent 
blood also.” 

After Proctor and his wife were committed to 
prison, the sheritfaeized all hiagnrds, cattle, and 
pro&ions, in rhe name of the kmg and queen.- 
&me of the property was sacrificed by R fnrced 
sale; the cattle were killed and barrelled up for 
the West India market ; and the oppress~e min- 
isters of justice, orof witchcraft, cast the beer out 
of ths barrel and the broth out nf the pot. that the 
value of theempty vessels m.ight not be lost to 
their Majesties; so that nothn~g was lelt in the 
house foruf~lmily of young children, deprived of 
both father and mother. Neither the property or 
itsvalue was ever returned to Proctor’s widow 
and heirs. 

Yroctor concluded hia letter to the mini&era 
with an earnest request that his own, and the oth- 
er witch trials might be had at Boston, where he 
hoped there wa8 more virtue and liberality; and 
if this could not be, that the preoent commission- 
ers might be removed and others more impartial 
put in their places: and finally, that if their trialr 
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sbuuld G~ridly come on in Salem, that some or all 
of the ministers whom he addressed, would come 
down and be present, hoping thereby they might 
prevent the shedding of innooenr blood ; and he 
concludes by beseeching their prayera in his be- 
half. 

This man’s appeal, for its good sense and bu- 
mility, might have well moved the heart of a pa- 
gan. Even the neighboring Indians at that time, 
and they were m:my, marvelled at the famcticism 
and inhunxanity of the white men towarda each 
other. 

But its effect on the hearts of those to whom it 
was uddressed, wns manifest at the#llowr tree, 
when Proctor and his companions were .hung :- 
Mather, Purris, Noyes and many other ministers 
did appear there, not iodaed to Rave innocent 
blood, but IO check the risings of popular com- 
passion; and thereby Insecure the execution of 
five innocent c&ens of the republic. 

Gp to hia last moments, Proctor begged hard 
for his life, or for only a little space to prepare, 
or for repentznce, often saying he was not lit to 
die ; hut all to no purpose. 

After be went up the Iadder, he begped Mr. 
Neyecl, his ewe poator, to pray wkh him; but he 
refuned, becauseProeror would not conreels him- 
aelf guilty ofwltcherafr, and thun give the stron- 
goat poRsihle sanction to tbe bloody meaeurel 
then in prt*:rre*d. .4nd be wad at last furcibly 
pushed off, begging for his life and protesting 
that he was an innocent man. 

On the 9th and 17th of Saptemhar the witch 
conlmiasioners sat and sentrncad to death fifteen 
more ; and on the 2211.1 of the snme month, eight 
of these. Liz: Milrtha Corey already mentioned. 
Mary E:taty of ‘rop&ld, Alice Parker, and Ann 
Pud;iter of S&m, lMargaret Scott of Rowley, 
hlary ParkeF and Samuel Wardwelt 01 Ando- 
ver, and William Reed of Marblehrad, were 
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hung; and 8s the cart with theseascended witch 
hill to the place of execution, it proceeded with 
difficulty. and at last coma to a stand; whereup- 
on the afflicted declared that the devil lrimself 
blocked the wheels. Why should he hinder a 
witch execution ? It was doctrtne then, th,tt at 
their death, he had the immediate possession of 
their souls. 

It wns on this occasion that the Rev. Mr. 
Nqyes, turning to the eight bodies banging 011 
the tree, said aloud to the by-standers, “how sad 
it is to see those eight fire brands of hall, httop- 
ing there I” 

Wardwell, was one of those who had confesa- 
ed himself guilty of witchcraft; but afterwarda 
denied his cuofess~oa. When he was on trial 
bia former confession, and the spectre evidence 
uf the afflicted, were given in against him, aud 
this was all the evidence. 

Calef says that at his execution, whilst ad- 
dressing the people and protesting his innocence, 
the hangman smoked tubdeco, and the smoke 
blowing in hi$ face interrupted his discourse; but 
the accusers said that it was the devil who smoked 
him. 

Here it aeems according to the afflicted, the 
devil did not wish his man to escape; contrary 
to his alleged conductm the cases of Burroughs 
and Proctor. 

Mrs. Mary Easty, hung on thia occasion was 
aleo Ihe stster of Hebecca Nurse, and no doubt 
but that her connection with that ill-fated wom- 
an who was herself a victim to sisterly iove, was 
the cause of her persecution and death. The 
three sisters were noted for their mutual love.- 
Ifer’s was a hard case and excited great public 
commrseration. It was hoped that her spotless 
character and example would prove too strong 
on her tria!, for thefictions and fits of the afflict- 
ed and their partizana. 3ut they employed a ju- 
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ry of eight women, ond o doctor to search her 
body for the devil’s marks, and an excresence 
W;IS found which was pronounced to be a witch 
lust; und it turned the; c~c. ngllinst her. 

Shortly hefore her execution. she called her 
husband, children and friends ahout her in pris- 
on, nod gnvo thctn her last farewell, withsuchaf- 
fectiolmte and pious exhortation, as drew tears 
from the eyes ofall present. She also sent to 
the coult tbc fvllcrwiog pelitiuu, which presents 
H vivid picture of her case, and of the uah:rl- 
lowed times co which she hild fallen. 

“Tu tb Honorable Judge and Bench, now sfr- 
ting in S;rlem, and the Rev. Ministers; This pe- 
tirion hemhly sheweth; That whereas your poor 
petitioner being condemned to die, dorh humbly 
beg nfyou to take into yoer judicious and pious 
consideration, that your poor and humhla peti- 
tioner knowing my own innocency (blessed be 
tImLord for it) and seeing plainly the subtility 
and wiles of my accusers towards myself, can- 
no: but judge charlrably of others, who are go- 
ing the same way to death with me, if the Lord 
step nor mightily in. 

“I was conlined a whole month, on accuse- 
tion of witcherr&, and then cleared by the af- 
flicted persons, as some of your Honora know, 
and in two days tmm 1 was cried out upon by 
them again, sod have been since confined, and 
now am condemned to die. The Lord above 
knows my innocence,and it will be known at 
the great day by men and angels. I petitinn to 
your Honors, not for mv own life, for I know 
1 most die, and my appointed time is set. I 
question not but your Honors do te the utmost 
of yoor powers in the disc,lvery and detecting of 
witches, end would not for the world be guilty of 
innocent blood; hot by my OWII innocency I 
know yoo are in ths wrong way. May the Lard 
in mercy, direct you in this great work. 
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“I would humblv beg that your Hnnoru wonId 
be pleeeed to examine some of those confeaaing 
witches; I being oontident that there are some of 
them who have belied themselves rind nthers, HS 
will appear, if not in this world, I am sure it will 
in the world to come, whither I am going. 

“Thev aav that myself and other3 have made 
a league with thedevil; wecannot confess. The 
Lord knows they belie me, as I question net they 
do others; the Lord alone who iu the ss:wzher 
ofall hearts knows, as I shall aoswer at his 
judgment seat, that I know not the least thing of 
witchcraft, therefore I cannot, I durat net, belie 
my own soul. 

“I beg your Honors not !o deny this my hum- 
ble petition. from R poor dying innocent parson, 
and I question not but the Lord will give a bless- 
ing to yourendeavors. MARY EAUTY.” 

This touching and modest dcolurntion Mary 
Essty sealed with her blood. Her huabend, 
Captain Isaac Ens~y, was a soldier, and then stood 
in arms against the French and Indians, and to 
defend the country end the seme pow *chich 
forced awai his wife from her once happy home 
and ftlmily, and without regard to her knovn 
piety and virtue, carted her up witch hill and 
hung her on the limb of a tree. 

Of the other persona hue,g WI the 22d of Sep- 
tember 1692, few particulars have comedown to 
us, eirher in hialory or by tradition. It WRY \ha 
last exemtim and ils airochy manifestly weaken- 
ed the authority of Phipps’ bloody witch court, 
knd the credit of the Parris nfflicted band. it 
nw&ed rue number ofvictims to twenty,maeteen 
of whom had now been hung on that fatrl gal- 
lows-tree, in after-ages au object of peculiar a~- 
persIniooa dread ; and their bodies, unhonored 
even by funeral decencies, though not unwept by 
private affection, were cast with publio i nomiay 
into untimely graves about its room. B 111 the 
tree withered, as wae ruppossd, thuudet-umirrm, 
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and stood for yenrs with loaflaw, outstretchod 
branches and saplcas trunk, until burned to the 
grnund by the descendants in the third and fourth 
generalion of those who svJticrcd on it. In a*- 
per&ions minds tenlpestd und mrents could 
not wash awdy the blood from the unhallowed 
bill whereon it grew, and the aoil ~YUQ cursed 
and bnrreo of all wholesome vegeration. 

But nil were not ewecuteJ wbn were tried and 
sontenccJ. Be&lea Elizabeth Proctor. Abigail 
E’ulkner of Andover wss suved by her debcato 
family condition. At her trial the court took 
the co&s&n of her lrttle daughter, ten yeara 
dd, against her. But Dorcas Hoar of Beverly. 
Rebeec:l Earns of Boxford, hbignil Hobbs of 
Top&Id, Mury Bradbury of Salinbury, and Ann 
Foster and Mary Lacy of Andover, all flattered 
their persecutors by a confession of the charges 
against ~I~ern, and thus es&ped death. 

w&whole sbugh8et of the ihnoeentaander the 
rirnRitade of legal forms, was the work nf little 
more than three short months. A sudden bereave- 
ment, indeed, of near andloved friend?. When, 
however, a lawful court was estabhshed, this 
sham tribunal, happily for the country, came $0 
an end. And it is some eonql&n te know 
that it was entirely discontinued with the regu- 
lar jurisprndence oh the country. 

It was the only palpably illegitimate court 
which ever sat in Masscchnaetts ; and as trea- 
aonnbie a usurpnmm cl’ power us that which 
bung the Quakers in king Charles’ reign. Both 
Sir Wllli!lm and his ntlviserd should hase heen 
bald responsible to their Majesties for the blood 
nf the people. Tlx+ knight was, indeed, soon 
after crlled home lo London and disgraced ; his 
ccmle was. kicking the captain of a n&an-nf-war 
publicly on Boston long wharf. Whilst his de- 
rpoti witch commission, and partial death-war- 
;antr and pardons, were passed without notice. 
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ILow strangely fall up,,,, n,en the honors and the 
ignominy of this world ! 

But no men of legal attainments sat on that 
coomriasiuo, nor did any lawyers appear before 
a;-nbfess in behalf of the prosecutors. Cotton 

ZE+ther’s reports give no arguments of counsel. 
%s rulers then carefully prejudiced the people 
againt the profession-and Mather himself, at 
the same time he urged forward bloody witch 
executions, was very busy in getting up a ROOi- 

ety for the suppression of petty lawsuits. 
Stougbton, the chief commissioner, was adu- 

cared for the mimatry, and was entirely in the 
interests of the church. His conduct proved 
that those who procured his appointment, well 
understood their man. He was very artful, and 
had a hard heart. His father was larael Stough- 
ton, a miller in Dorchester. 

Sewall, though a military man, Wa8 much 
more sensitive and scrupulous. But he was 
yeung in office,.aud seems actually to have been 
.taken by surprise. 

Richards from a prior nervnnt became a rich 
merchant ; but he was a mere man of pelf, 
likn Sir William, aud favored what was called 
the country interest, or the old church and state 
aristocracy, against which Boston generally took 
the democratic side-much as the city of Lou- 
don used to oppnae the crown, and the country 
aristocracy of landed wealth. John Proctor 
knew this well when he urged to be tried by a 
Boston jury, and was refused, as an acquittal 
might have broken the spell. 

Saltonstall, Gidney, and Sergeant, were very 
little known in our htstory except in connection 
with this cammiraion, and Wait Winthrop WMI 
the grandson of the first governor of Massacbu- 
IJettLl. 

Of these seven, four only were the efficient 
agents, Stoughton, Sewall, Winthrop and Gidoey. 
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LETTER XXII. 

The General C!ourt met on the second Wednes- 
day of October 1692. It then passed an act et+ 
tablishing a Superior Court of Jsdicarure over 
tho whole province, with f’ull jurisdiction in all 
matters civil and criminal. 

Under the net, and by virtue of his charter pow- 
ers, Sir Willinn Phipps appointed for judges, 
Stoughton, Winthrop, Sewall, Richards, and 
Uantiuth. 

At tbe ~nme session was passed a law entitled, 
“An act against conjuration, witchcraft, and 
dealing with wicked and $vil,Rpirita.” I give it 
in ils.ternrs; as pertinent htatory of the “public 
ndnd at that season, and far better than I can 
write. 

“Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the governor, 
council, and represen~ativea, in general court 
assetnbled, and hy authority or the snnle, that if 
any person or persona shall use, prectige, or ex- 
ercise, any invocation or conjuration of any evil 
or wicked spirit, or shall consult, covenant wirb, 
enterlain, employ, feed, or reward, any evil and 
wicked spirit to or for any intent or purpose, or 
take up any dead ~nan, woman, or child, out of 
his, her, or their grave, or any other place where 
the dead hody resteth. or the skin, bone or any 
other part of any dead person, lo be employed 
or used in any manner of witrhcrnft, sorcery, 
charnl or nnrhnntlnent, nr ahnIl use, pr;lctiae, or 
exerciaa, any witchcraft, sorcery, churrn, or en- 
chantment, whereby any person shall be killed, 
dPatroyed,wasted, consunled, pined, or nlaimbed, 
in hia or her body, or any part thereof, tha!, 
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then every ruch &endcr or offenders, their aid- 

ers. abettors, and coonsellors, being of any of 
ttra aaid offences duly and lawfully convicted 
and ntt:rioted, shrill au&r the ~~LIIJ of death as a 
felon or felons.” 

IL .And, further, to the intent that all manner of 
practice, uso or cxerciso, of witcbcrafr, enchant- 
ment, charm or aoreery, should be henceforth 
utterly avoided, abolished and taken away ,” 

“See. 2. 8s if ~nxtad, by authority a8 
aforesaid, thsit-if rttty person or persons rhall 
take upon hunt or them by witchcraft, enchant- 
amnt, charm or .~cery, to tell or declare rn 
what place any treasure of gold or silver should 
or might be found or hid in the earth or other 
secret places, or where goods or things loat or 
stolen should be found. or become, or LO the in- 
tent to provoke any person to unlawful love, or 
whereby any cattle or goods of any perdon shall 
be destroyed, waarsd or pined. or IO hurt or 
destroy any perron in hts or her body, although 
the same be nor effected and done, that then all 
and every such person and persons so offending, 
and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall, for 
the said offence, suffer irnpr~sonment hy the 
space of one whole year, wtthout bail or rnain- 
prize, and once in every quarter of the Raid 
year shall, in some shtre town, stand openly 
upou the pillory hy the space of six hours, and 
the shall openly confess hix or her error and 
offenee, which said offence shall be written in 
capital letters and placed upon the breast of said 
oRefender.” 

‘I And if any person or persons, being once 
convicted of the fame offence, and ehall nrrain 
eomo~ir the like o&co, and being of any ef the 
said ollbnces the second time lawfully rmd duly 
convicted and attuinted as is aforcBaidl shall auf- 
fer pnins of death a~ a felon or felons.” 

It iy by no means novel in our history, ta find 
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the religious dogmas of [be church, as settled at 
synnd~, spread also upon the statute book, and 
we have seen 1 he disaatroup conscquenrns. But 
it was a novelry to embody in legal form the 
grossest or all popular superstiriane---lo Iqislale 
upon II fancied intercourse between rn~n lmd the 
LI~II’ILR of the inriaible world, and to rogalate 
that intercourse by w holaaome enactments. 

ThiJ law was a copy or the English statute of 
James the first against witchcraii. 
By the terms of the provincial charter, all laws 
passed by the government undnl it, were to be 
sent uyor to England for the king’s approbation 
or di$approvnl, at any time within three yeais. 
Kinq William upon inspectinn rej*:cled ahis Inw. 
nnd~f:om that pv:riod it became a d+xd letter ; 
and no maiico or ambition could revive it here. 

But the king’s nrgntive CB~B lete, and a&x 
all the mischief which public sentiment would 
allow was accomplished: At the time #f its 
eonct1ne0t. nothing corrld exceed the terror and 
dismay of the country, especially in the county 
of Essex and about tinston. 

All felt consrioua rhnt their lives were ut the 
will of home wayward and infereated pqwer. 
They saw thtlt whoeoev.er by Batfery, I’alsehoad, 
and confession of &alldged capital ot&nce, did 
hornape to that power, were never punished ; 
whilst those who beld to the truth and obeyed 
thiir own cons&noes, were invariably doomed 
to die. 

Hence we find ull those who pleaded fur mer- 
cy, like Proctor and Mary Easty, seemed not IO 
consider their lives m the keeping of the law, 
but at the pleosure of the rulers, and a beart 
sickening dospoir runs thruugb all their lan- 
guags. 

What tyranny of Nero, Caligalr, or Robes- 
pisrre, could exceed this ? 

It WM now the latter part of October, end 
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examinations and commitments for supposed 
witchcrafts were of almost daily occurrence. 
Calef assures us :hat in addition to those eseoo- 
ted, above a hundred and tifty were in prison, 
ahd two hundred more accused, or under such 
suspicion as recdered their lives unsafe. These 
bemg mostly in Essex, then thinly peopled, there 
could hardly be a family in it free from the ca- 
lamity, immediately or in a remote degree. 

The law establishing the new court fixed its 
first session at Salem. on the third of fnnuary 
following. During the intervening months tha 
public mind was deeply agitated, and the opcn- 
iog events supplied ample materials for reflec- 
tion. 

All knew that Sir William, in matters of 
witchcraft, was but an instrument in the hands 
of othera. We see that Proctor addressed the 
ledding ministers of the gospel when he begged 
to be tried in Roston. Ordinarily the application 
would have been made to the governor and 
council. Others, also, of the accused and coo- 
demned regarded that order as the arbiters of 
their destiny. But when men saw the lieutenant 
governor, Stoughton, the chief witch commis- 
sioner, destitute of legal attainments, and yet 
made chief justice of the superior court-and 
thus in place to procure bloody witch laws and 
to see to their execution-they turned in despair 
from such so administratinn, and rested for re- 
lief, upon tardy public justice and sympathy. 
This sympathy and justice could only reach the 
oppressed through the juries, and we shall sea 
that there, in truth, began the redeeming power ; 
for jurors in tbe end began to acquit,, notwith- 
standing the frewos of the court and of the ruling 
influences. 

For a long time the public mind kad been 
confounded and over-awed, by the appnront 
blood-thirstiness and pertioaeity of the original 
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afflictad bnnd at Snlam villnga. Tli~sa had, in- 
deed, ~nme Gtmt imit:rtnra in Andover, Lynn, 
Rending and Maiden, yet they still remained the 
pritno JOU~CC of evil <IY at GWL ; and upon their 
testimony and spectral vision, 811 the blood had 
been shed ; for, as yet, no conviction by jury 
b+td been prncu~rd without it. 

Then it surprised the most incredulous and 
philosophic, to see the slender frames of the 
&itdtiL-rl zusloin an atmo9t perpetual excitement 
of strong convulsiona, and outcries, under affec- 
tation of the endurance of pain approaching lo 
Id wmenta, for r3e term of almost one whole 
year. Up to this period in our witch history, 
no aWlcted children had held out long. The 
Godwins, and others before them, could not 
continue the deception but a few weeks. But 
now Tituba’s pupila exceeded all others, as 
much in perseverance aa in other respects. 

Abigail \Villiams, Elizabeth Hubbard, Nary 
Warren, Mary Walcott and Ann Putnam, ac- 
quired rpectral vision by the salted cake in Feb- 
ruary, and the records nf the Superior Court 
show, ihat at the followin,p January term at Sa- 
lem, their spasms and witch sight vvere there 
used against five of the accused then on trial- 
but without success: In the interim their direct 
agency, by,these arts, had compassed the death 
of twenty mnocent persona, and caused the im- 
grixonrncnt of over one hundred and fifty mdm. 
From all which some estimate may.he formed 
of the magnitude of their labors. at primary ex- 
aminatiouu and on fins1 trials. 

Another startling fact was, the motive and 
method apparent m the madness of these chil- 
dren. They selected victims upnn a regular and 
fixed policy, end which betokened the schemes 
of much olcier heads than their own. 

Through fear of them, nr the power behind, 
and operating through them, their accusations 

15 
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were cclped lrack by confesdsions of’ witchcraft, 
agamst all truth and amberness ; and then the 
fate of Wardwell was a terrible warning to all 
CW~~~YW~S ctever to recant. 

They aubdued to base servitude the law min- 
isters of ILair will. Willard, a sheriff, was 
vied out upon only when he refused to Carrass 
innocent people upon their accusations. It was 
not his witchcrafis, but his heresy and disobe- 
dience, which were o&hsive ; and they punish- 
ed him even to blood, and that without remore. 
Even Dudley Bradarreet’s character and puhlin 
services could not save him, and his brother 
John was equally obnoxious. Even the dog of 
the latter was arcuaed nf striking the afflicted 
clown with his eyes, like an ordinary witch. and 
he wag hung fur the offence Another d,,g was 
said to be bewitched and was ki2e.d. heing, RB 
Calef relates, the only one of the affliated ever 
punished. 

When Mrs. Nurse was acquitted,the nfflicted 
girls, 6v their dismal outcries, terrified both‘ 
wart-and jury into her conviction-t& wheh 
she was reprieved by the Governor, he, too, 
was made sensible of their power, and gave up 
the innocent woman to her f;tta. 

One cried out against the Secretary of Con- 
necrlcut colony, whom she had never seen or 
known ; and anoth$tr against Mrs. Hale, wife of 
the minister of Beverly, who had onto been a 
great witch hunter, but from Rome cause now 
unknown had fallen under the displeasure bf 
the affficled, 01 those who influenced their 
movements. 

Tke Rev. iwt. WiUard of Boston was a mild 
and wise man, and stiove, &y wlttinp and dis- 
course, to discourage pro&utions, he too was 
cried out npon ; but the court would not heed 
it. 

The very terms of the outcry against Captain 
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John Alden, before the multitude, thus:-“there 
‘&tends John Alden, a bold fellow ; he sels 
powder and shot to the Indians, goes with the 
squaws and ha. pnppooses ” ! show. that :r war, 
not the little girl’s invention who utterad it, 

Even Lady Phipps, Sir William’s wife, was 
more t.han once hinted at, arid wits thunglrt to 
be in some danger, She was known to be much 
her husband’s superior in sagacity and henevo- 
Imrr, ar~d she was nlso seepricdl in matters of 
witchcraft. Many of his reprieves and pardons 
were attributed to her influence. 

The following incident gave her no credit 
with the witch prosecutors, although it will 
embalm her memory in the minds of all benev- 
olent and ltberal people. A young woman of 
good character had been accused, and was in 
prison for witchcraft, and in daily expectation 
of trial and condemnation. la despair of all 
other help, her friends resolved to apply to the 
governor ; hut he bring nbsent the petition was 
presented to his lady. She could not resist her 
inclination to deliver the oppressed, and IO save 
life--Rnd sat down and w-rote a warrant of dis- 
charge to the prison-keeper, and subscribed it 
with her husb;ind’s name, and&t 80 well imi; 
tated as to escape immediate d~taotien. Upon 
:he receipt of it, the prisnn-keeper, concluding 
that all w:id right, promptly delivered the young 
woman to her friends, who took her, and hefore 
the deception could he detected fled to a place 
of s;tfety. Ey this the lady hazarded her own 
life nnd the j,iilor lost his place, and Sir William 
himself was r+igniticantly rrminded, “ that before 
he could govern the state with suece@s, ha must 
learn to Like care of his.own fnmily.” 

Such accusntiona would necessarily recoil on 
those who made them. TId instinct uf self- 
preservation would, in such a case. be sore to 
work out the ends of justice. A writer of that 
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age remarks, quaintly but wrth force, that “out 
of the eater came forth meat ; those very aec11- 
sers who had been improved as witnesses against 
so many, by the provtdence of the Moat High, 
and perhaps blinded by malice, were left to ac- 
cuse those in mast high esteem, both magivlrates 
and umisters, as guilty of witchcraft ; which 
showed our rulers that a necessity, lay upon 
them, to confound that which had so lone con- 
founded the country ; themselves being unwil- 
li!g to run the same risks.” “ This, in the end, 
was as life from the dead, and a signal deliver- 
ance to the wlmle counrry.” Yet this writer 
did not totally reject witchcraft. 

But we of this age have greater light. We 
know the whole witch panic was artificial. It 
was against common sense and equal justlee, and 
required great efforts to suslain it. 

We may say, however, with troth, that his- 
tory presents the public judgment and con- 
science of oornatioo, in the mai;, as wondelfolly 
sensitive nod sound. And thus fsr it has bean 
found adequate to reform the abuses of special 
interests, and to master the most intricate qoes- 
tiong of our self-governing policy. The pObliC 
mind has ever been here Ihe goxjrrning power ; 
it has been disciplined and conanltrrl from the 
beginning upon all questions of common interest, 
and has improved by practice. 

There ia, therpfnre, :l mre nonsistency stld 
philosophy in our history worthy of profound 
attention. It is the history of the Common 
Mind in the ener&e uf fhe sovereig~l power, 
and of a much higher order than that of princes 
and conquerors. As it sits upon no visible 
tl,rona it4 power ia &en usurped unseen ; off- 
times it is hetra?ed by blse and interested coun- 
sellers, and by frauds and combmations innu- 
nwrable ; and perhaps never more than or, the 
occasion under review. This treacherona witch 
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error was peculiarly disastrous and hard to heal. 
But as the common mind is the wisest of all 
potentates, it retraced its false movement, slow- 
ly, indeed, but with great circumrpsctirn, and 
in the end restored Itself to serenity and equal 
justice. 

M e have seen that the pub!ic credence given 
to the pretended spectral vision of t.he Salem 
afflicted girls, was one great cause of the public 
distress. Without this there would not, prob- 
ably have been a single conviction. Indeed, 
from the time that this preternatural vision was 
b,oldly questioned convictions ceased. 

The topic was argued and considered by the 
people thus. Admrtting, it wss said, that the 
afflicted spoke the truth, and believed they saw 
the ghosts or spectres of persons, hovering round 
them, yet it waw,oU the devil’s magic, who did 
in this but mock their vision. 

But ther, the children were in substantial tor- 
mcnt by these spectros ; end this was no mock. 
cry or deception. 

Bat it was replied th rt these torments were 
the d&l’s work, ulso ; and that thn pereanm 
whose spectres he aurreptniensly and fraudu- 
lently used in it, ought not to be prejudiced 
thereby. He might use the apootroa of tho mo?t 
pious, in malice, to destroy them by the bands 
of the executioner, as twenty people had already 
betrn; and it was hard to say whose case was 
the most deplorable, the afflicted themselves or 
those whose shape the devil used ; for whom 
the devil spared tbc ~ulura aud the hrw dastroyed. 

Upon this arose the great controversy, wheth- 
er the devil could, of his mere will and motion, 
afflict any human being, or appear in any innu- 
cent person’s shape. Goody Martin, on her trial, 
hinted that he could ; as in the case of his ap- 
pearing to Saul in the shape of St. Samuel ; and, 
therefore, ahe well inferred that he tnight tor- 

15* 



174 LETTEllS 0.N THE 

tnent the afflicted in her shape. And many 
others wore of the same opinion. But the ,f~ore 
orthodox anid, ho ; ho caono~ aopesr or xfflink 
by his own power, but it ia by covenant and 
cornpac~ with the witch who serves him ; she 
alone cau loose him from hell. and nnmn&sion 
him for mischief to the human race, and by her 
permission only he becomes the tree prince of 
the power of the air, btmging d~rwn storms und 
tempests on land or ocean, rind cao inflict plagues. 
wars, diseases, and render solid substaoces io- 
visible ; noti do other thing* contrary to the 
course of nature. 

It was in vain to reply to these. that God 
alone had chained the &vi1 to the bottorntoas 
pit, and restrained his wrath and malice towards 
the children oi’ men ; and that, open their theu- 
ry any old wnman can let him out, and qualifT 
herself to work miracles in conjunction with 
him. But they were eff‘ectoally answered wheu 
thn &licted declared thst they began to L)W thu 
speetrea of some of the most pious and honored 
ic tho land* hovering about them f&r mischief. 
Then they paused in terror, but without so- 
knowledging their Hrror, they fell at once IO 
dil;creditinp the ctrildrcn’s stories. 

The witch omn&&mera at S&W had, 
alse, often fallowed the bewitched children 
to testify in those capital trials to what the spec- 
tres told them about the priaontrrs at the bar, 
and this hearsay went as competent evidence 
into the cases against their lives. Bat it wa* 
said, that by &is practice rho devil himself was 
allowed to turn informer ; then how were the 
workers of righteousness like to fare in court, 
rind against whom hr, had a peculiar malice? 
For after all, this wss hut the devil’s testimony 
through the mouths of the children ; they were 
indeed uadar oath and detailed what they heard ; 
hut who would vouch for the truth of the spec- 
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ml or devil’s story to them, being, es he HW, 
the father of liars ? 

Argumenls like these were well suited to the 
times, and to II people who pet believed that 
witchcraft was a scripture doctrine. A review 
of the whole voluminous controversy would be 
interesting. But it is out my limits. 



LETTER XXIII. 

The power and credit of the prose&tors wbs 
much shaken at this period by the public recan- 
tmtion of divers oonfoasinp witobes-aud il was 
the more weighty, because made under the im- 
prf%sion thata measure of so great offence to 
the ruicra, would lead them tu the gallows. It 
did bring them to trial for their lives, b&t they 
were, in the end, saved by the iatelligedce of 
the jury. 

I shaM present the document verbatim as an 
interesting portion of this ‘I strange eventful his- 
tory.- 

G1 We whose names .ere underwritten, inhab- 
itants of Andover, declare, that whereas !hat 
horrible and tremendous judgment, beginning at 
Salem village, in :he year 1692, by some uslled 
witchcraft, first breaking forth at Mr. Parris’r 
house, several young persons being seemingly 
afflicted did accuse several Fersons of afflicting 
them, and many there believing it so to be, we 
being informed that if a person was sick, the 
afflicted person could tell what or who Wmthe 
cause of that sickness. Joseph Ballard bf An- 
dover, his wife being sick, at the same time he, 
either of himself, or by the advice of others, 
fetched two of the persons called the afflicted 
persons, from Salem village to Andover, which 
was the beginning of that dreadful calamity that 
befel us in Andover ; for the authority in An- 
dover, believing then accusattons to be trae, 
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sent for the eccused to come togethnr at the 
meeting-house in that place, (the afflicted per* 
sons being there also.) 

After Mr. Barnard had been at prayer we 
were blindfolded, they being in their fita, mnd 
having f&Hen into their fits, as they sa& at our 
coming into their presence, some Jr1 us nod laid 
our hands upon them, and then they said they 
were well and that we were guilty of afflicting 
them. Whomupon we were all seized as prie- 
nners by a warrant from a justice of the peace 
and forthwith carried to Salem. And by reosep 
of that e&den auipriaal, we k+r&ng o.ereelvcs 
altogether innocent~of that crime, were alJ ex- 
ceediogly astonished even out af our reason ; 
uud UUI‘ tlenlest and denreat relations seeing UB 
in that dreadful’condition and knowing our great 
danger, and apprehending that there was no 
ohus way tu liavts VUI li;es hut bj confessing 
our&as .BP be such persons a~ the afftietcd rep-, 
resented “8 t,o he, they oat of tender love and 
pity, pereuiided uri to confe*s wvhat we did con- 
fess. And indeed that confession that it is said 
we made, was no other than what wa8 saggested 
to us brsomegentlernan i lheprelling us Lhat we 
were witches, and they knew it, and we knew 
it, and they knew that we hnew it, which made 
ns thmk that It was so, and our reason and our 
f.rculties almost gone wa were not capable of 
jlldging our condilion ; as, also, the hard rneas- 
ores they used with us rendered us mcapable of 
making our deferme, but. said any thing and 
every thing they desired-but most of what we 
said was, in effect, consenting to what they 
sei&- Some time after when we were better 
composed, they telling UB what we had con- 
fessed, we did profess that we were innocent 
and ignorant of such things., And we hearing 
that Samuel Wardwell had renounced his con- 
fession and quickly after was condemned and ex- 
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ecuted. some of us were tnld that we were going 
after Wardwell. Signed, 
MARY OYGOOD. .~BAGAII.BARXER. 
MARY T~r.sn. .S.LanAH WILSON. 
DELIVERANCE DANE. HANNAH TYLER. 

This recantation was prepared for the Supe- 
rior Court, then next to be holden at Salem on 
the 3rd of January 1692. It was accompanied 
by a memorial addressed to the same Court,, and 
in substance as follows :- 

“ We, the subscribers, being v&y sensible bf 
the great sufferings our neighbors have been 
long under in prison, and chnritably judging that 
many of them are clear of that great tlansgres- 
sion which hath been laid te their charge, have 
thought it our duty to endeavor their vindication 
as far as our testimony will avail. The persons 
in whose behalf we desire to speak ore, Mary 
Osgood, Eunice Frye, Deliverance Dane, Sarah 
Wilson and Abag:lil Barker-who are women 
of who.~l we can give this character and con+- 
mend&on, th& thej kgYe not only lived axoeug 
us so inoffensiselv as,ql)t to give the least oeca- 
tnon to suspect them of witcharaft, but by their 
sober, godly, and enm~plary converslrtion have 
obt;lined a good report in the place, and in the 
church of which they are members.” 

“ When these women were accused by some 
afflicted persons of the neighborhood, their rela- 
tions and others, though they had so good grounds 
uf charity that they shou:d not have th~lught any 
evil of them, yet, through a misreprerontotion 
of the truth of that evidence that was so much 
credited and iolproved against people, took 
great pains to make them own wt& ihey were 
charged with by the afflicted, as some of us who 
were rhen present can tedllfy. Hut these good 
women did very much assert their innocency, 
yet some of them said they were not without 
fear lest Satan had some way ensnared them. 
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which w:aa then thnnght by many to he a certain 
mdk~tion and discovery of witchcraft ; yet they 
seriously professed they knew nothing by them- 
~elue~ of that Neverthelusa, hy the unwewried 
solicltotions of those that privately discoursed 
thetn, both at home and at Salem, they were at 
length persuaded publicly to own whnt they 
were charged with, and submit to that gnilt 
which we still hope IO believe they are clear of. 
Apd it is probable the I-ccar of what the event 
might he, and the encouragemeet that it ia said 
way suggested to them, that confessing was the 
odp SVC,~ to obtdrin favor, might be too powerful 
a temptation for timorous woman to withstand 
in the hurry and distraction we have heard they 
were then in.” 

“Had what they said proceeded from convic- 
tion of guilt, we should have had nothing to say 
for them ; but we are iallrced tu thir~k Oral it 
did not, because they did so soon retract pri- 
va+ely what they had said against themselves, 
and owmd that whw ;hey had rhus confessed 
was the greatest grief and burden they labored 
under. In charity therefore we cannot hut 
judge tttew innocent of the great transgression 
which hath been imputed IO them.” 

“As for the rest of our neighbors who are un- 
der the like circumstances with these that have 
been named, we can truly say of tl-.em, that 
while they lived among us we had no cause to 
judge them such persons as of late they have 
been represented and reported IO be, nor do we 
know that atry of their neighbors had any just 
grounds to suspect them of that evil they are 
charged with.” 

This memorial was signed by Dudley &ad- 
street ttnd thirty-nine men, and by Ann Brad- 
street, his wife, and thirteen women, all of char- 
aeter and figure in the country. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

In the mean time the afflicted sod their ohet- 
tots were willing to lend themselves to the 
credulity of any one, and to impruvs their 
remairling credit to work further mischief to 
peaceful and innocent families. 

In the month of October a yuung w~min in 
Gloocescer by the name of Stephens was sick, 
and her friends, believing it a case of witchcraft, 
sent her brother to Salem village for Abagail 
Williams and Elizabeth Hubbard ; and their 
first visit to the tawo caused the arrest and im- 
prisonment of four women for witchcraft, Yet 
the damsel was no berter but rather grew worse, 
Again in November the same were sent for. 
They then accused threeothers, boldly afirming 
that they saw them, or their spectres, sitting OIC 
the sick person until she died. 

Here was a fair chance to repeat the Andover 
tragedy ; these women had onl~ to confess and 
accose others ; but the temptation did not take 
eff‘ect. ‘I’he women ware arrested, but kept si- 
lence, ,and escaped even imprisonment, for a 
bond was taken by the magistrates for their ap- 
pearance to answer It court. 

As Tituba’s pupils returned with diminished 
consequence, they met an old woman upon a 
bridge and pretended, to be struck down by her 
eyes ; but so little note was taken of this that 
no one would molest the old woman oo their 
account. 

It was not far from this time, that a gentle- 
man of Boaton being cried out upon by one OF 
the afflicted in Andover, that gentleman sued 
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his wcusers in an action of slander in a thoosand 
pounds damages, and sent down to the sheriff 
orders to arrest the body. This silenced the 
occnsation. 

But although from this time forth few, if any, 
new charges were made, yet great numbers 
were in prison upon the old ones ; and as the 
government had manifested no tokens of change 
of polmy, the uncertainty ef their fate was dra- 
tressing and alarnring to their friends and rho 
country. 

It was known that many now left the State in 
despair nt the despotism of tho govcmrrmnt ; 
some to abide until the storm was ptast-and 
others never to return ; and Massachusetts thus 
lnst many of her most vnlucd cilioena. 

Some broke out of prison, which, in those 
primitive times of prison building, they being of 
wcmd, was no dlhicult matte,. Or these were 
Edward Bishop and his wife, and they made 
good therr escape into Rhode Island. Soon af- 
ter, Curwin the sher iIT, aml brother to the famed 
witch inquisitor, seized all Bishnn’s personal 
property as furfeit to the crown. His son Sam- 
ucl, Imwever, borrowed a sum of money auf& 
cient to satisfy the officer, and procured a release 
of the property. 

Mr. Philip !Lng\ish, the Salem merchant be- 
fore named, escaped from prison also with his 
wife, and fled to New York. He being a man 
of wealth the sherib seized his goods to the val- 
ue of fifteen hundred pounds ; the greater part 
of which was totally lost to him. It was a large 
sun of money for those times. He owned 
many vessels and much merchandize. Some 
years after, the General Court granted him &lee 
hundred Founds for his losses, and this was all 
he ever obtained. 

Dorcas Hoar was a widow, and very aged ; 
she had-2&nall estate, enough only for a bare 
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subaistecce ; sfter she was scntcnced to death 
her estate was seized, but it was bought io by 
her friends for eight pounds, 

On the 3rd day of January 1693, the Supe- 
rior Court held its first session at Salem. Pres- 
ent Stoughton, chief justice, and Danforth, Win- 
throp, Rirbarda and Ycwall justices. 

‘rhc grand jury being sworn, fifty-six persons 
were accused of witchcraft before them. Against 
twenty-nix only they found bills or indictment ; 
and to the other thirty they gave a happy dehv- 
ermce. This wus a measured, but unequivocal 
rebuke to the bewitched, and in proportion the 
oppressed took courage. The tria! of twenty 
one of these, employed the court for the whole 
Terry, rind the ~cms~iniog five. were dlsponed of 
at the following May session in Ipswich. 

The indictments found, alleged two distinct 
chsser of wiu:h crime : ilWlCliflg or tormenting 
people, and making a covenant with the devil 
ad being baptized by him. The witch cove- 
a+nt was generally to worship and obey him 
with the whole heart. 

It does not appear that any of the Salem 
witohes ever entered into thta covenant; if they 
did they were never indicted for the o&nce. 

The following abstract of the record will 
serve as important history. It cnmrnences with 
the Salem witches tried at thi term, and is the 
first record of the court. 

Rebecca Jacobs, whom I havealready named, 
is the first. I cupj her indictment as a speci- 
men of the others of that class. 

“For that the said Rebecca Jacobs upon the 
18th day of May 1698, end on divers other days 
and times, as well before as after, certain de- 
testable arts, called wltchcrsft and sorceries, 
wickedly, maliciously and feloniously, hatk 
used, practised and exercised, at nod in S&m 
village, in and upon and against one Elizabeth 
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Muhhard of drlem, single womnn, by which 
said wicked arts, the said Elizabeth Hubbard, 
the d:ly and year aforesaid, and divers other 
d.ye wd t ime., :a~ well before aa nfter, WLI) orad 
is tortured, affliated, consumed, pined, wasted 
and tormented, against the peace of our sove- 
reign Lord nod Ludy, their wovvo and dignity, 
and the form of the statute iu that case made 
and provided.” 

We see by this conclusion, tlutt tllia iodkt- 
ment was framed upon the lirw against witch- 
craft passed the preceding October. The of- 
fence charged was VII the 18th of the May be- 
fore. The law then wi(s er post facto. But 
confusion and errnr were no novelrvzs at that day. 
Now such lows are forbidden by rbe coustitu- 
tion. 

Margaret Jacobs, the daughter of Rebecca, 
who confessed and accused BorroughJ and her 
grandfather and then recanted. Two indict- 
ments were found against her. The first for af- 
fllcti~g Mary Walcutt, and the second for tor- 
mentmq Elizabeth Hubbard ; and both on the 
11th of May, 1692. 

Sarah Buckley, wife of Witliam Buckley, two 
indictments, for al%&ttg Mary Walcott and Ann 
Purtibm on the 19th of May. 

Mary WItheredye, two indictments, for tor- 
menting Elizabeth Hobbard and Sarah Vibher, 
wife of John Vibber, May 18. 

Candy, whose examination has been given, 
slave of Mrs. Hawks of Salem, two indictments. 
for tormenting Ann Putnam and Mary Walcott, 
both July 2, 1692. 

Job ‘fookcy of Beverly, one indictment, for 
tormenting Blary Warren, June 7, 1692. 

The next were the Andover witches Their 
indictments are for covenanting with the devil, 
as we1l.a~. far the work of affliction. That of 
Hannah Tyler for her witch covenant, will serve 
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as a specimen of the others, and is thus :- 
“ For that Hannah Tyler of Andover, in the 
county of Essex, single woman, some time in 
the month of April 16YB, and in the lawn of 
Andover aforesaid, wickedly, maliciously and 
feloniously, a covenant with the devil did make, 
whereby she gave bolh her soul and body lo 
the devil, and signed his hook, and by him was 
baptized, and owned the devil to be her God, 
and promised to honor and serve him fiirever ; 
and unto the devil did renounce her Christian 
baptism, and God and Christ ; by wkirh dia- 
bolical and wicked covenanting with the devil 
aforesaid, the said Hannah Tyler is become a 
detestable witch, contrary to the peace of our 
sovereign lord and lady, the king and queen, 
their crown and dignity, and the law in that case 
made and provided.” 

Here also the offence alleged was before the 
law in October 1692, which alone made it pun- 
ishable. Her second Indictment was for afflict- 
ing Rose Foster, of Andover, single woman, on 
the 7th of September, 1692. 

Mary Marsdon ; two indictments-covenant- 
ing with the devil about three years before, pp 
signmg bis book ; and h:%licting Abig;~il MarIm 
of Andover on the 28rh d, I.V of August, 1692. 

Elizabeth Johnson, a copy of whose indict- 
ment has been already given. 

Ahigail Rarker, wife of Ehenezer Barker, two 
indictments ; one, covenanting with the devil 
two years before, and a&cting Rose Foster on 
the !3th of September, ‘9%. 

Mary Tyler, wife of Hopestil Tyler, cove- 
nanting with the devil seven years before ! and 
affliet;ng Rnlph Farnum or Varnonr. Ralph h:ad 
quarrelled with Hopostil who was a bhlcksmilh, 
and took this wicked measure of revenge. 

Sarah Wardwoll, tbn wife of the Samuel 
\Vardwell whom they had already hung. They 
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had made her a widow, and now aimed at her 
life, also. She was indicted for covenantiag 
with the devil *ix y-rars beh>re, and for afflicting 
b’iarttl3 Sprague, dept. 1, 1692. 

1 here seems to us nothing prculiar in her 
TCISB, and yet the jury bl-uught her in guilty- 
cootrary to their verdict in all the other easea. 
The court ordered the jailer to take care of her 
according to klw. 

Sarah Hawks, whom Candy said made her a 
witch, IWO indictments ; covenanting with the 
devil, aud aftltllcting Martha Z3prague. 

Mary Wardwell~dnughter of Sarah and Sam- 
uel Wardwell. and .the young wom:+n who was 
liizhtenrd into conf<!adion against her own father. 
HPT indictment3 were for making a covenant 
with the devil and afflicting Timnlhy Swan. 

Elizaherh Jofm*od, Jr. ; indicted for cove- 
Eranting with the devil about three Jears before, 
jnd for afflicting Ann Putnam on the 11th of 
August, 1692. - 

Mary Bridycs, wife of John Bridges of i\ndo- 
ver, ,a ‘hlacksmirh. She was iodi&d for eove- 
nantrng wiih tbe devil and afflrct~ng Timothy 
Swan. 

Mary Post, of Rowley ; indicted for cove- 
nantinp wilh the devil and being baptized by 
him th;ee years before, and for afflicting Tim:- 
thy Swan. Returned guilty by the jury, but 
the special reasnn does not appear. 

H;lnnah Post, of Boxford ; Indicted for cove- 
nnnting with the devil, and signing the devil’s 
book with her blood ! and was haplized by him ; 
and also for afflicting Martha Sprague. 

Rarsh Eidgea, of Andover ; her two indict- 
ments were for covenantirg with the devil by 
making a red mark in his book, and for afflict- 
ing Martha Sprague. This Martha Sprague 
was of Andover, and strove to imitate Abigui 
Williams. 

1W 
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Mary Osgood, wife of Captain John Osgood 
nt Andover. She was indicted upon her con- 
fession, which hns heen rlntnilad at length, and 
which she also renounced. Indicted for cove- 
nanting with the devil about eleven years before, 
rind for afflicting Martha Sprague. 

Mary Lay, Jr., of Aodover, whose examina- 
tion and exploits have been given. She was 
indicted for emenasting with the devil, and for 
tormenting Timothy Swan. 

This Timothy Swan is the only man who, 
professing affliction by the witchoriee of young 
women, allowed himself to be used for their 
ruin. AE long as the records of these prosecu- 
tions onduro, his oeme will stood in o very die- 
honorable posttion. 

Susanna Post, of Andover ; covensuting with 
the devil tbroo years before, and afflicting Roao 
Foster. 

Eunice Frie, wife of John Frie of Audovar. 
Indicted for covenanting with the devil, and a& 
flitting Martha Sprague. 

Mary Bridges. Jr., of Andover ; covenanting 
with the devd, and afflicting Rose Foster. 

Mary Barker, of Aodover ; indicted for a 
similar offence. 

William Barker, Jr., of Andover ; indicted 
for covenanting with the devil, and for afflicting 
Martha Sprague. 

These last five were tried as late as May. 
1693, at the Superior court at Ipswich ; and of 
the twenty-six, twenty-fourwere found not guilty 
by the jury, and were discharged. The other 
two were reprieved for the king’s mercy, and 
were finally pardoaed. 

It was at these trials, as Calef states, that tha 
jury asked the court, what acoount they should 
make of the speotre evidence, and received for 
answer from one of the judges, (‘as much aa 
chips in wart.” 
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Thus were fifty-four innocent persons saved 
by the courage and independence of jurors, 
coming from the body of the pnnpla, and 
expressing by their verdicts the public senti- 
ment. 
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LETTER XXV. 

According to the 1py establishing the Supe- 
rior Court, it sat at Ch;lrlektown for Middlesex, 
on the 31st of January, 1693. Present, as ap- 
pears by the record, all the justices. The grand 
jury being sworn rcfus~l bills upon several prc- 
sentments for witchcrufc, and returned indict- 
ments against tive only ; and these were called 
up snd tried in the following order :- 

Mary Toothaker, whose indictment has al- 
ready been transcribed into these letters. 

Mary Taylor, WII-e of Seahred Taylor of 
Reading. She was indicted for covenanIing 
with the devil, and by writing her nnme upon a 
piece of bilsh bark irl coufircrwtion of aaid CUYB- 
nant. 

Sarah Cole, wife of John Cole of Lynn ; in- 
dicted for afllictiug ant: Mary Browo of Reading, 
on the 6th of September, 1692. 

Lydia Dastin, of Reading. Indicted for af- 
flicting Mary Blarshall of Malden, in May, rhe 
*ame year. 

Sarah Dastin, of Reading ; indicted for tor- 
menting Elizabeth Weston, a young woman of 
the same town. 

This woman was nearly eighty years of age, 
and special efforts were made to convict hsr 
by those partizans who wished to continue the 
excitement. Advantage was taken of her long 
established witch reputation ; there were many 
witnesses produced against her, but the facts 
they detailed were of many years standing, and 
were much of the character of those produced 
10 fatally at Salem against Bridget Biahop, Mar- 
tha Carrier, and Elizabeth Hore. 
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The jury had now learned to consider such 
evidence as fore@ from the issue, and could 
no longer ,be rmslead ; and when the spectre 
evidence corrle to be rejected, na it ~~1s on this 
occasion, there remaioed nothing in the case, 
and a verdict of not guilty was promptly re- 
turned. 

Front this we may learn the immense power 
of the Courts in the admission or rejection ol ev- 
idence, as ~onlpetent or incolrfpetent for the 
jury. Six month3 before this, the allowing of 
the speetre evidence IO go to the jury, took 
*way .people’s lives ; now, wbrn the count re- 
jected it, it saved life. After Mrs. Daston was 
acquItted, Danforth adrnnnished hsr in these 
words :-* woman. woman, repent ; there ara 
shrewd things come in against you ! ’ This poor 
woman was kept in prison for her fees until she 
died. 

Her ease excited great interest, attd tnany 
went over from Boston to hear this great witch 
tri:11 ; but all were satistied that the jury were 
correct in her acquittal ; although one of the 
jndges was heard to declare in company the 
evening alter, that there was more evidence 
against old Sarah Daston, than against any of 
those who were hung at Salem. 

Stougbton was not present at this trial. Soon 
after the commencement of the session, news 
was brought that a reprieve had been sent dotin 
to Salem by the governor, which bad prevented 
the execution of seven of those who were e&r- 
detnned. At this Stoughtun, C. J., was exceed- 
ingly moved ; (‘ we were in a fair way,“,said 
he, “ to have cleared the land of e:lfan’e sub- 
jrcts ; who thus obstructs the course of justice 
I know not ; tbe Lord be merciful to the coun- 
try.” And upon this declaration he went off 
from the bench m a half, and aat no atbre dur- 
ing that session. 
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It was a sign of relief to the people when 
their oppressors could no longer act in concert. 
Stoughton, even now, aspired to stand nt the 
head of the province, and hed taken his mess- 
nres accordingly. By his positIon rind mfluence 
he swayed the legislative and judicial depart- 
ments of the gnvernment, and this mcaduro of 
executive clemency and justice, without his 
knowledge and consent, gave him high offence. 
And it is plain that the old church and state, the 
now witchcraft party, of which he was an ac- 
tive member, already began to regard even Sir 
William wirh jealousy. He did not tuin out so 
pliant a man as thore who procured his appoint- 
ment expected. He belonged to the order of 
weahh ; nnd that order, all-powerful as it is 
now, in those times yielded to the priesthood ; 
or becsme democratic and opposed its influence. 

On the 25th of April, 1693, the Superior 
Court sat in Suffolk for tbe first time. Preaent, 
as appears by the records, Stoughton, C. J., 
Danforth, Rlcharda, and Sewall, justices. 

Captain John Alden, after hi examinatiM% kt 
Salem for witchcraft upon Abigail Williams and 
other*, was racvgnizrd to appear at this court ; 
and being called be did appear, and was then 
discharged by proclamation. 

A female slave by the name of Mary Wat- 
kins, was brought before the court at this ses- 
sion, upon charge of making f&e and scanda- 
lous reports agltins! her dame, a Mrs. Swift ; 
which were, that she, raid Swift, was a witch 
and had murdered a child. But, upon exarni- 
nation, the negrcss acknowledged her charges 
were f&e ; and she was thereopnn ordered to 
find sureties for her appearance at the next court 
in Bosto?, and to stand committed until com- 
pliance with :he order. Candy had much nmre 
encouragement than this, when she brought her 
mistress to confesien of witchcraft by her accu- 
sations. 
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3ot this poor slave could not find the rcquircd 
sureties, and was thereupon krpt in close pri- 
SO”. III despair, and to end her miseries, she 
irttempted suicide, but without PIUCC~BS. She 
then aocosed h&elf of witchcraft, hoping they 
would hang her ; but at the ceurt the grand 
jury would not indict t er upon her own cuufes- 
sion ; and she was at last sold at Virginia to 
pay her prison fees. 

And this is the nearest ilpp~milih LO a witch 
trial which could be got up in Boston, since the 
times of the widow Elibbins. 

The lirst v&h triilln evt’r holden in Massa- 
chusctla, were those five at lpswich about the 
miatlle of May. 1693, and to which I have nl- 
ready I elirr~ ad. 

Stooghton did not appear at these trials. 
Dnnforlh, Richards and &wall only were pres- 
wt. By this tiroe the bpecrre evidence, or the 
devil’s &=&mony through the mouths of the af- 
flicted, bad become so unpopular that none of 
the judges dared to sustain it, and the Juries 
also disregarded it ; and from this time forth it 
was rnanitest that there could be no more con- 
victions for alleged wltchcrefla. 

And thus public opinion, operating through 
the jury and the only part of the government at 
that time through whrcl it could operate, in ef- 
fect annulled rhe bloody witch law, passed by 
false agents of the people, ag:linst common 
justice and in favor of the lhon niling political 
interests and influences ; or the old charter 
church and stale aristocracy. And history rye- 
ly reveals to us a more bloody despotismi as 
these letters will show. And shall it sot stand 
forever as a warning against any interference by 
a people’s self-government with the religion or 

business of the community ! 
The acquittals at Ipswich. ehowed plainly the 

voice of the people ; and after which no bna 
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cnuld hope for fur:her conviztinns. Sir William 
Phips, therefore, soon after, with their majes- 
ties apprubntion, made a general discharge out 
of prison, of all who were in any mode accused 
of witcherafc. 

Of !he fate of the instruments used in this 
bloody tragedy very little is known. Ann Put- 
nam is the only one of the aMi,ted who ever 
made any public denronstrartun of retnorae or 
scn;ibility. Many years after the bloody scenes 
in which she figured so largely, she spread upon 
the ddem village church records a deckrratton 
of docp contrition. Gut whether it WPI‘R :I con- 
trite act or to appease public odium we cannot 
now determine. 

Nor wae the impostor Pnrris forgotten or fi,r- 
given. Before the lust wttctr tri;tl;r at Ipswlch, 
a large portion of his church withdrew frotn hts 
meetings and communion. Sc~rnu of their pub- 
lished reasons are extraordinary, yet quite con- 
elusive. 

They set forth, ’ that tbc noise and disturb- 
ance made in his congregation during the hours 
of divine service, by those under diabolical 
power and drlusionn, was do great as to prevent 
their hearing the word with profit ; and babing, 
as they atlirm, often asked for a refortn in yam, 
it was necessary rbut they chould go wivxe they 
could worship quietly.’ The behavior of the 
bewitched when Deodat Lawson preached has 
been noted ; this rot’eru to simiiar scents. 

And, further, they declare, ‘I that Mr. Parris 
preached offensive doctrines upon the subject of 
witchcraft, encouraged the malevolence of the 
pretended afflicted by consulting and crediting 
their stories, and thus endangering the lives ef 
all his congregation.” 

They ulso objected to the positive oath he 
gave in court against the accused, that their look 
at the pretended sufferers would atrike them 
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down : when, indeed, no man could be certain 
that it was so. 

It was in vain that Parris answered by equiv- 
oonl explonntions, rind pious exclamations, rind 
exhortations to peace and forgetfulness of the 
past, to appease his injured people. l’hey rea- 
olutcly mtbintained that the? could not rsslaect 
or sapport the author of their miseries ; and in 
the end he was, by the advice of former friends, 
and who bnd DUCT encuurnged him on. and the 
merired disgust of his penple, constrained to 
leave his vilhlge parish, and there history leaves 
him. Au11 Calel‘assures us Ihat, generally, the 
afflicted took IO vicious courses and shamed 
their employers. 

Justice Jewall, also, on s general fast day, at 
the Old South church in Boston, stood up heiore 
all the congregation, whilst a declarution of re- 
penrance for ‘his conduct at the witch trials, 
penned by himself, was read from the pulpit. 

1 will give the publication of I& first jury that 
ever tried witches at S,lleln in their own words, 
that $11 may judge of %s sincertty sod motive. 

‘6 We, whose nornes are underwritten, being 
called to serve in court at Salem, on trial of 
many who were, by some, suspected of doing 
acts of witchcraft on the bodies of divers per- 
sons ;-do confess, that we ourselves were not 
capsble IO understand, nor able to withstand, the 
mysteriouci delusions of the powers of darkness 
and the prince of the air; but were, for want 
of knowledge in ourselves, and better informa- 
tion from others, prevailed with to take up with 
such evidence agninst the accused, as on further 
consideration and better information we justly 
fear was insufficient for the touching the lives of 
any.” “We do, therefore, hereby signify to all 
in general, and the surviving sufferera in special, 
our deep sorrow for our errors in acting on such 
evidence to the condemning of any person. 

17 
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IL We do hereby ask forgiveness of you all 
whom we have justly offendad. praying you LO 
accept nf this in way of sati&ction for oar of- 
fence, and th;lt the Lord niay be entreated for this 
laud ;” signed Thomas Fisk foreman; and eles- 
et, others. 

This is the Jory which, 011 the 4th of July, 
1692, on triai of Ntirse twice refused to convict 
her ; but beiq assailed by the hideous outcries 
of the afflicted, and grossly imposed up& by 
Sroughton and his associates, at last gave io a 
reluctam verdict of guilty. And yet this same 
Sb,ughtoo when iofornzed of these acts of con- 
trition by Sev.all and the jar)-, raid, that “when 
he adrnihistered Justine he did it in the fear of 
God, and with the be4 lights he bad ; and if 
errors were commitred, he tiaw no advantage in 
a puhlm avowal of then).” And thus he still 
hardened his beart ; and lo this day stands icl 
the estimation of oraoy , as one of the founders 
of the republic. 

Although it w:ls now manifest that the people 
would no longer tolerate wllch persecution to 
blnodshe<l, yet the old-rhnlch and state influ, 
ences nourished and encot+r:lged itr peroicious 
fictiona. The Mathers, father and aon. wilh 
Stougbton, and others of that cla.~, .~nn,nrl rn 
reaard it as an instrument of Influence ; and 
wltbin four months from the last witr.h trials at 
Iprwich, thcro watr published :a narrative nf the 
aul%rings of Margaret Rule, by Cottan Mather. 

To us it would be surprising that they should 
hazard a rcpetitinn of punt horrore, did we not 
know that men will dare any thing for the love 
of power. 

Tha m,rratire set forth, that on the 10th of 
September, 1693, she was first assaulted by 
spectres with veiled faces,-and it took place 
in the meating-huuau and during divine eervite. 
Who will believe that Milrs Rule fabricated theae 
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veils for the spectrea. It was time. indeed. for 
the safety of men as great as Mather himself, 
that the spectres should veil their faces from the 
xfflwtd It WRQ B wry prrtinrntand snncnw~hlr? 
invention, but much beyond the wit of a young 
gn4. 

From the meeting-houze she was cnrrisd home, 
and for nine days her tormentors kept her in bed, 
with her mouth LO closed up [hat she could take 
nothing but a little runa; and 1ben. stz if for 
contrast, they opened it wide, and poured down 
her throat what scalded her like burning sul- 
pbur, the fumes of which filled the room and 
almost soffocated the by-standers. 

They next brought the devil’s hook for her to 
subscribe. Mather describes it (IS being about a 
cubit in length, red and thick, hut not very 
broad ; and when ahe refused her name fresh 
tortures followed. 

The demons would not allow her to hear ar 
pronounce holy words, yet those who communed 
vr,itlr her, could qwll those words iu her pres- 
ence without pronunciation, and get along very 
well. But how the tormentors should gaietty 
suff’er this irnpo8ilion does not appear. Ooce a 
visitant Cdncied he saw the movement of an imp 
in the bed-clothes near her, and p!acing his hand 
on the spot, he, with horror, seemed 10 feel 
something like a rat nimbly escape him ! 

Moreover there were timen when the demons 
cnouid pull her up to the ceihng of the chamber, 
and hold her rhere before a numerous company 
of spectators, who, with much dificulty, purled 
her down again. 

In this di+:treas Mather resolved to exorcise. 
He states that he applied to the Lord b; suit 
and prayer for her deliverance ; and he urged 
“ that thie young woman belonged to his fluck 
and charge ; and that, as a gospel-minister, he 
had a better title unto her to bring her keme to 



196 I.ETTERS ON THE 

God, thm the devil had to carry her away ;- 
and he applied unto God, tiho alone could right 
this matter.” 

Soon aFter r&s u Wl~ite Spirit (an impir,us 
fiction of the &rim) whose face was invisible, 
but with glorious and dhining g:jrments, appeared 
to Miss Rule, ataudillg by her bedside comforting 
and Rtrengahening her i and he bade her uow 

take notice that God had given her m Mr. Ma- 
ther ; and that ahe most look upon him aa her 
father and obey his injunctions. And the nar- 
rative aifirmed, that without knowing of Mntber’s 
prayer and suit to the Lord, she from that time 
forth called him her father ; though he was then 
a very young man. 

In the mean time Mather again besought the 
Lord thrice in three ditTerent days, with fasting, 
for the afflicted. And the Wh%s Spirit again 
said to M;lrg;lret, now be of good cheer, for your 
deliverance is near ; and it was so. 

This was on the last day of the week, and 
when the demons approached to torment her she 
ohserved them to recoil as onahle to approach. 
They took their poppets and retired to the fire- 
side, but they could not make the pins enter, 
nor could their greatest efforts produce any ef- 
fect upon her ; and she now, in her turn, insult- 
ed over them, and dared them to do their worst. 
Nay, says Matber, “ she had the satisfaction to 
gee their black master, the devil. strike and kick 
them as an overseer would his negroes to make 
them work.” 

At IaRt. mortified and beaten. they turned to 
her with a fiendish grin, nod furiously said, 
“WELL, YOU SHAN’T BE THE LAST ; GO, 

AND THE DEVIL GO WITH TOT7 : Wx: CAN 
no NO MORE.” Upon this they flew out of 
the room, and Margaret returned thanks for her 
daliveranen. 

Cotton Mather, the author of this story, was a 



fellwv of llurvard Cnllege, and connidared a 
pr+>digy OF learning ; he wviis a BOS~OI~ winwtvr, 
and R leading politician nf the provincg: ; and 
trinlsalU;~nd t%&be~ were auypns’ed to b.r,e mol-c 
influence with the ISriti-h crown th:rn aov otb~rl 
lwn men in New Enpl;~nd ; SO thnt eve;, thoac! 
mho widbed to be made riorrnys here IIU+I hi3 
favor. 

Whep. therel-ore. thiR vain and impinns ticlion 
of Margaret Kule came tnrrh upon his crertit, aa 
wall es those with whom it WZM known he a~- 
so&ted and coincided, all honest and sober cit- 
IZC)OS trembled Tar tne event. 11 is nccoun~ of 
Iha Godwins had been the forerunner of the ES- 
sex rragr:dy ; und now, in contempt of the puh- 
11c dtslress and terrnr, came forfh his I’ illore 
Wonder* or the InviGble World,” nr “ Another 
Brand plucked from the Burning.” 

It wa8 at this junelure that Kobert Cnlef, a 
l%~aton merchant, trembling and alive IO ?he 
s.oretj or hia countrymen, inlerposed, and canoe 
beCore the public a8 a reformer, nnd R writer of 
nn ordinary power, rind of the pureet pntriotiam. 
In varied learning Mather was his master ; but 
in pir.rcmq arpument end satire he had no eqoal 
on this side&f the water ; and he puahed the 
double mode of attack with dxquivite relish, until 
he effectually demolished the great witchcraft 
chanlpinn. 

He also visited %ll~r~aret Rule whilst under 
the pretended power III’ demons ; and his own 
npxuot cd what he heard und MW, i+ hi3 best 
commendation. 

“ It was on the 13th Sept. 1993, when rho sun 
had withdrawn that darkness might succeed. 
that I, with others, visited Margaret Kule. We 
went the more readily aa it WBI reported she 
would see company that ever&g. and many 
were expected. Being come into her ohambsr 
we found her in bed, H healthy looking girl of 

178 
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about seven~cen. She spoke ond acted like one 
a little ligh:-headed. Sooa the Mathere, Io- 
crease and Cottoo, came in, with a coagpsny of 
penple with then~” Cotton Mnther was then a 
youag man of about five and twenty ; and he 
took his seat near the afflicted girl on the hed 
side, and his father ~RI on a stool at ~oroe dis- 
tance, and the son thus began :- 

Margaret Rule, how do yoo do? A languid 
motion ofthe head, but no answer. 

What, do there a great many witches sit on 
you ? 

Yes ; and then she seemed lo he in a fit. 
Whereupon the young &gather brushed her T;rce 
with his glove, and rubbed her stomach with 
his hand, the bed clothes not being over it ; and 
he said it eased her. 

Again he inqnired of Margaret, don’t yoo 
know that there is a hard master ? Yes. Don’t 
serve that hard master-you know who I mean. 

The Rev. Exorcist here seems not to have 
been willing IO cari the devil hy name in his 
presence, lest he shoold teke offence. 

Do voa believe ! she was again iL a fit, and 
he rubbed her bresst as before ; but when Mar- 
garet Perd, an attendant, came to help him, the 
afflicted spoke sharply, and hade her begone 
and not meddle, and she hosti;) pushed away 
her hand. He then moved his fingers before 
her eyes, and asked if she saw the witches. and 
she said, no. 

Q. Do you believe ’ 4. Yes. Q. Do you 
believe in you know whom! A. Yes. CL. Who 
ntEiats you? A. I know not, they are many. 

‘lb father then asked her if she knew any of 
the .apnotrer ; an attrndmt replied that if she 
did she would not tell. 

It appears, however, that his son had found 
uut privately ; md he phliuhnd in his nnrrative 
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L\,ilr t\,ay ware 3s impious and suspictous 
wrr~che6 88 COUI~ be well conceived. 

Young Masher then contmued,-- 
Q. YOU h3ve seen the black man, have you 

nol? A. NO. I hope you never will. Amen, 
said a by stander. 

Q. YOU have hod 3 book offered you, have 
you not! A. No. Does brushing and rubbing 
you give you ease? A. Yes. Shn turned and 
groaned 3 Me, and Mathcr said, now the 
witches hite, scratch, end pinch you, don’t they ? 
Yes. 1 thought .qo. said he, with a significant 
nod 3t some of his admirers then present. And 
he put his hand upon her breast and down te- 
wards her n2iddla, and raid he felt eomcthing 
alive there. The father felt, also. Don’t you 
feel the living thing? said Cotton. No ; it’s 
only your lincy. Fudge !---Margaret don’t the 
compony of people mcr*ase your torment? 
Yes. The people were then requested to with- 
draw. Rat one woman said, I om sure I am 
no witch ; I will not go ; and then others took 
courage and staid also, and all staid. 

Q. Shall we go to prayers?-spelling the 
word to cheat the demons. A. Pes. 

Mr. Increase Mather then prnyed at some 
length against the power of the devil and witch- 
cr3Ft ; and that God would bring out all the tor- 
mentors. During which the son brushed:and 
rubbed Margaret as before. After prayers he 
said to her, did you hear the prayer ? Yes. 
Ijut you have not heard prayer for some time 
past, have you ? No. Then turning him round 
to 80111s of ihe spectators, this is just another 
Mary Short, said he. “ Not at aH like her in her 
fits,” said Miss Ferd, a liitle piqued at being 
pushed eway hy Margaret. ‘( This Rule eats but 
little and drinks rum.” But Mather referred to 
his -ccesa, by prayer and fasting, in both cases, 
in casting out the devils ; aud he then admon- 



iaheJ all young people to t:rke warning, for it 
was a sad thing to be tormented by the devil 
and hi9 instrurnente. [Jpon this a young sea- 
man, who hod bacn prcscnt, turned nbout, and 
aa he withdrew Raid, aloud, ‘* this is the devil 
all over,” and soon the ministers withdrew. 
M4r~mt then roused up and told the women 
present that they could do her no good ; hut as 
a young man of her acquaintance was about to 
depart, ahe pulled him hack anll said he should 
not go that night. And Cnlef then departed. 

This way a remarkable parochial visit on more 
than one account j aod, without doubt, is tha 
only one of equal antiquity of which the purtic- 
uluro remom. 

Six days after C&f again virdted Mias Rule. 
There were about eight persons present in her 
chamber, and she appeared IO he in a tit. They 
rubbed her until ehu could breathe freely, and 
then nhe sat up and began to talk merrily. A 
young man came in, and his company plea$ed 
her well ; and @he aoked him to remain with her, 
for Raid she, “when yt u are gone away I ehail 
die.” *‘ Ilo put me on a clean rap. enid she to 
the woman about her, ond not let me lia here 
80 like a ber.st ; I shall lope all my sparks.” 
“How can people nbout town be so wicked ah 
to say that I dtas.emble.” ‘I If they should see 
you it1 this merry mood, said a modest young 
woman, they would think you dissembled in- 
deed.” ** Rut, said Rule, Mr. Mather hns been 
here a half an hour this evening, and esid that 
be lx18 prayed for me nine times to-day ; that it 
i8 now my laughing time, and that I most laugh 
now ; and he told me that some people came 
here as apiee, and to report that I am not af- 
flicted. Think how wicked.” And then she 
seemed to have a fit. *‘ I wonder they should 
s*y 80, said an attendant, when now 1 oannot 
lift her hend from the pillow ; it seems aa if 
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grew lo il.” Upon this Caleb took hold of her 
head, rind morrd it withJut dilficulty, although 
they angri,y toid him that he wouI11 break her 
ncch if’ hc IYUS not mcrr cnr~ful. Ile ltlell lerl 
the house, and soon nfter Rule got well. 

The nnrrative of these curious interviews by 
Calef, efhmmly diailrtncd .Mr,rgalet Rule ut- *II 
credit, brought rid~cole on herself anti shamed 
her insidious advisers and encourogers. Could 
the iutercxmIDex bc~wecu Palriu and rhe atRicted 
band at Salem hsvf> been a.8 faithfully delineated, 
how much blood might have been saved. 

Al-tar rhi, hlatber turned upon (Met- whh 
great acrinl0r.y. Ile procured and published the 
affidavits of three citizens, stating that they h;td 
~ecn Margaret Rule, in her afRictions from the 
invisible world, pulled up to the ceiling of her 
chanlber by an invisible force, tind that it tusked 
their whole strength 10 pnll her down agam. 

An atlidavit of two others, by the name8 of 
Thornton and Hod+on, was still more minute. 
These teatilipd lhal lhey bad seen Jlargdret Kule 
lifted up from the bed whereon she lag, by an 
inviuible force, 80 as to touch the garret floor ; 
nor did her body rest on the bvd, or on any other 
eupport, and it wns kept in that position some 
mmu:es. 

In reply Calef @aid the fnrce which drew 
Margaret opwarda, muyt be the devil’s strength, 
and he called upon Mather to find out and pub- 
lish how many men it took to match him, and 
pull her down. And, besides, he maintained 
if ull this be true, why do protestantH say that 
miracles have ceased ; this Iiliing up of Rule by 
an invisible power is aa much a miracle a8 fur 
iron to swim ; and thos the devd can work 
miracles. 

Stung hy Calef’s satire. and smarting under 
merited chastisement, Mather dropped his pea 
and thrust at hia opponent a prosecution for a 
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Iibcl. Rut be nevce hod tho onurugc to ~ppour 
in court against him. .hd thus was the dan- 
gerous narrative of Margaret Rule rendered 
powerless, end the tranquility of the country 
preserved. 

How much better oftimes is a aotire lhnn a 
set man, rind bow recklesn is all inordinate nmbi- 
tion of consequences, if its private ends can be 
served. 

Ijut still the old charter church and state 
party strove to keep withered witchcraft in soms 
credit. In P,Tarch 1691, the President snd fel- 
lows of Harvard college issued a cncnlnr to all 
true ministers of the gospel in New Englund ; 
calling on them to manifest their pious regards 
unto the works of the Lord, by recording and 
Rending in the most remarkable discoveries as to 
his mode of governing the world ; promising 
college honors to such as should obey. 

Then followed a specification of what things 
were to be deemed worthy of record, which 
showed the. design of !he contrivers. ‘J‘hey 
were accidents in the he.avens. earth, or water. 
Mercies to the godly, and judgrnaots on the 
wicked--with apparitions, possessions, onchant- 
menis, and all those things which show the ex- 
istence and agency of thu invisible wo-Id. 

Again Celaf opposed this dangerous circular 
and turned nwny, in a measure, its pernicious 
influence from the community. He dent in and 
published his remarkablea also, with tho requi- 
site proof, and, as be said, without hope of re- 
ward. 

The first, was the sudden death of one of the 
late w&h justices ; a~, also, a sudden mortality 
which fell upon two sons of another of those 
juelieca. 

Ag;Gn, he said that furious Marshall who hung 
ao many, and who pressed Gilen Corey to death 
and thrust back his tongue with his staff; and 
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whn hod dcspoila:d the \vvido\v and the helplcna 
of their ruhstmce, was instmtly rent in pvxee 
with his firiher, by Ihe providential bursting of 
a cnnncm in Mem. 

And over all, that remarknhle providence in 
the late amazing witch prosecutions here, where- 
in the afflictcd v)cru left, in lhcir I&ice, to ac- 
cuse those in power and of high degree ; when, 
indeed, it was thought necessary lo discredit the 
devil’s re*timony through rhe mouths of those 
bewitched girls at Salem, rind a full and sudden 
stop WHR put to the rhlughttlr of the innocent 
and the public terror. 

*I God ahame?r the profesnnr that the religion 
profesged may not t.e shamed.” 

And the lsnt remarkable lhmg tJalei stated, 
was what an indisn said tu C::yt. Ilill et &co 
Fort. He atlirmed that the 12rnnch mmisters 
were better men than the Engliah ministers ; 
for heforo the French canoe the Indiana had a 
great many witches ~nong them, hot now they 
tL,d no wltehes. The English ministers, he 
aaid, had witches among thou~uelves ; for Bur- 
rough4 WM R mini&r and was hung Tar a witch. 

Caleb could hurdly expert college honora after 
this, and the only one to which he attained ,was 
the collecting and burning his hooks nn Cam- 
bridge common. But the honors of his country- 
men, through aI1 coming time, will surely reach 
him. wherever his timely and patrioGc lat*ors 
dull be known. Those satirists who ridicule 
and disarm the oppressor, nnd sustain commuu 
right, deserve the grutitnde of mankind. 

But for a long period, the witchcraft persecu- 
tion was regarded us au epoch in our history. 
After genrratmna looked back upon it with hor- 
ror. In distant retrospect its bloody scenea 
seemed to mingle with, and to form a par1 of, 
&ha other FIrat Charler persecutions--when the 
church usurped and used the peepls’a govern- 
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mat to pre~cct and promote its arc111ar inter- 
ests. 

h’o wonder then, slier thinsnd experience, that 
our &there Should ever srru&e agninut lhe III,- 
holy alliance. 

Yet the old charter inflnencea, although they 
warnrd, were gradually extended far into the 
administrnrion OF the second. Stoughton, the 
famed witch commiasioner, after 9~ Wlllinm 
PhippS, swayed the vice-re@ 8Ceptre. AS Lieut. 
Governor, four ye;,re, tmd he Soon after died in 
his hIlust! in Jhrchester. 

‘l‘cl hlnr 8UCCCedrd lhe biri CT tielkirIU3nt, in 
whom the people here lirst Saw it L%itish noble- 
mnn at the head of the government, and till 
sirwe IO do him honor. 

But his rule \VOR Ao~t, and Dudley came in. 
lie, though tl Yankee born, pushed the royal 
prerljgative here wigh great spiril, lf not with 
abaolula insolence ; end he comllrenced. and 
governor Shute, his SUCCIRBOP, continued that 
#yetern of bills of credit Snd British tSliStion, PO 
odious to our nncestorzl-chnnging entirely the 
publ~ policy--obliterating old charter iutluen- 
ccd. and lending directly to the revolution and 
our tmtional it!dependence. 
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