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PREFACE.

Few men are ignorant that our ancestors
sought this country for protection of the rights
of conscience and religious tranquillity ; and it
is equally notorious, thut when established here
in power, they strangely violated in others those
rights and that peace they once 8o highly prized.

The record of this inconsistency has stood for
ages in our history, aud has been vsed as evi-
dence to discredit our modes of gnvernment.

Our gifted writers, too, have explained it, but
rather by opinions comporting with their own
interests and political views, than by a derail of
facts ; and so uniform has been the suppression
of matter bearing upon the question for nearly a
century, that 1t would seem to be settled by
precedent, that this nation is not to be trasted
with all portions of its own history.

But it secms to me that history should know
no concealment ; the people have a right to the
whole truth, and to the full benefit of ouar his-
torical teachings ; and if, in the supposed dis-
charge of imperative daty, I have detailed facts
that politic men have concealed, let no man say
I wantonly expose the errors of the fathers.

When they came over with their first charter
of c¢ivil and religious liberty, they possessed
sovereign power, as incident to their condition
under the grant ;—but they seemed as vncon-
scioue of its dangernns seductions as of its trne
nature and functions.

It was popular sovereignty, and of most deli-
cate and difficuit use ; yet they rashly exercised
it after the manner of sovereign princes and pre-
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lates, and of course fell into their temptations
and etrrors.

History had long shown that no sovereigaty,
christian or pagan, could ever establish religion
by law without persecution ; yet our sovereign
ancestors aitempted it, and were guilty of . per-
secution as these letters will show. 1t cost them
more than a century’s teaching, and much blood
and treasure, to leain, that, to every individual,
belongs the culture of his own religion; and
that the office of governmentis to protect him
merely in that labor.

We, like our early ancestors, are in the pos-
session of sovereign power ; and, like them, we
use it after the manner of despotic kings—to
build up and to destroy, and to grant privileges,
immunities, and monopolies, to favored classes.
In truth, we use the people’s sovereignty as an
arbitrary master, to control men’s pursuits, when
their right is protection merefy in the acquisition
of property.

No direct interference by the people’s sove-
reignty, can aid the general interests of property
more 'han those of religion. Our government,
in its legitimate functions, operates like a mighty
system of police, merely to establish justice be-
tween man and man, and keep tho nations pecace
at home and abroad.

The following letters are designed to teach
these truths by the examples of our history ; and
any success, however limited, will reward the
labor.

Boston, March 18, 1839.



LETTERS

ON THE

FIRST CHARTER.

CHAPTER 1.

A nation’s own experience is its best political
guide. The history of foreigners, ar of distant
and remote ages is very apt to mislead in our
search for political truth, and especially in the
art of self.government.

It seems to me that we have not improved by
all the teachings of our own history —for the
reason that our patriot writers and orators most-
ly bound their vision in retrospect by our revo-
lutionary era. And yet all behind that, is not
dark, barren and profitless. It should be known
that the most important truths on which our free
forms of government now rest, are not the dis-
coveries of our revolutionary sages ; but of the
wise men and patriots living and acting through
our whole line of history. At the framing of our
present constitution, these truths were embodied
indeed with marvellous aptitude and simplicity,
and by as true men as ever blessed a nation’s
councils.

It was the fortune of our ancestors to have
been taught the difficulties of government in two
distinct schools, under the Colonial and Provin-

2
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cial charters—in former times, called the first
and second charters. But the history of the sec-
ond charter is not so useful to .us, of this age, as
that of the first ; having now no viee-kingly
power, to cppose and overthrow, acting as the
agent of a foreign, and to ws, absolute despotism,
as was the case with-our ancestors during its au-
thority. We of this day need lessons in the art
of self government : and if we fail in this divine
work, we are undone ;3 and inthis, the teachings
of the first charter history may greatly aid vs;
and for this cause I huve selected it as a subject
of thonght and discussion to the brethren.

This charter government, as moulded and mod-
elled by our ancestors was as perfect as our own
constitetion.  In theory it_was as tender of com-
mon right, and as repulsive of special privilege
to classes or interests, and as sensative too, to
all popular unpulses, good or ill.  And it is thus
in alf sell governing communities, that their weal
or woe being in their own keeping—the frecst
forms of Legialation written on parchment, are
in themselves no piotection, but will be instru-
ments of blessing or suicide, as may befit the
ruling influcnecs or intorests for the time being.

As communities ure aptly denominated com-
mercial, agricaltural, or manufacturing—so our
aneestors during the first charter should be call-
ed a religious community. Religion and irs ine
terests were the main topies of social and private
consideration in that age, and at last as a secular
power it ruled the comurunity. And when the
interests and infinence of the Church ruled, the
ralers of the Church ruled the people, and 1
shall show before we part, by historical narra~
tive, an iron despotism set wp by an ambitious
priesthood, und ruling the people here in blood
and that too, through the instrumentality of the/
people’s own freest forms of self government
under the first chartee,
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Now might we sopposa, the love of wealth to
absorb the mind of this generatien as did the
temporal interests of religion that of the men of
tha first charter, and that the influcnec of wealth
rising above that of common right and com-
mon justice should seize on and usurp our free
forms of govarnment whorowith to rule and ruin
the community, which is our present danger,
then should we learn, as did our fathers, the
perile of practiea! sclf government.

But I will give the forms of government under
the first charter,

This Instrument was granted by Kiug Charles
the first, in 1623, to a company of adventurers
in London, formed to plant and govern a colon¥
on ‘these shores, In-terms and in effect it con-
stituted them a body. corporate as well as politic,
by the name of the *‘Governor & Company of the
Massachusetts Bay in New England.”” It ordain-
ed that the officers of the government should be
one Governor—one Deputy Governor. and eigh-
teen assistauts—and these were 10 be anbually
chosen by the free men of the colony from their
own body.

Before the cempany left England, Matthew
Cradock was appointed the first Governor in
Lendon, and being sworn into office in chancery
before the King, the governing principle was thus
communicated to him and the corporation,as was
supposed from the sovereignty of England itself.

‘The governor and seven ut least of the assist-
ants, were to hold four annual courts—afterwards
altered to two—at which.all the freemen of the
company might attend and vote. This seems
the exercise of a pure Democracy, but was prae-
ticabte only for a short season. For by the rap-
id settlement of new tewns, it became nconye-
nient for the freemen to attend at Boston in a
body, and six years from the date of the Charter
in 1634 the year after the Pequot war, at a
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court of elections, twenty-four of the prineipal
freemen appeared as the deputies of the whole
body, and demanded a shave in the government
as such.  After come opposition hy the assist-
ants, they at length stcceeded.  And this was
the origin and commencement of a House of
chrcéentaliw-s in this State.

But as yet the assistants and deputies sat to~
gether in the same house and acting jointly and
by majoritics. But as the peopla multiplied, the
Peputies increased, whereas the number of as-
sistants was limited by the Charter—and they
svoun found their power morged in that of the
Deputies.  And here a struggle began. The
assistants knew that by the charter they were
recugnized as a distinct body, and a3 such, they
strove to balance the body of Depaties in legis-
lation ; and these in their turn were successful ;
for about 1648 a law was past, directing the as-
sistants to set apart from the Deputies—and
thus they became a distinet and co-ordinate
bran ch of the legislature, like our Senate at this
day.

The Governor and assistants constituted the
executive branch, and in most cases the judicial
also, as a court of appeals. The Governor had
no veto power but oely a double vote in case of
an equal division among the assistants. The
idea of the executive negative upon both branch-
es, was of kingly origin here, no one having ever
enjoyed that power, until the introduction of the
crown Governors under the second charter, and
it was ever a great cause of strife and of final
seperation from Britain,

Thus carefully did our ancestors balance the
machinery of their government, but whether it
would produce good laws or not, depended on
the equality of condition, intelligence and virtue of
the people 5 who in effect administered that gov-
ernment upon themselves. In point of fact the
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first charter produced some of the most cqual
and just laws when under the democratic influ-
ences of common right that ever blessed & peo-
pic, buat then, when uuder the aristocratio aund
special influences of Church power, it gave forth
enactments, bloody and disgraceful in the high-
est degrec.

But in a self governing comimnnity, the origin
of good or bad laws is to be songht in the body
of the peuple fur there in truth are the cflicient
ballancing or disturbing influences. At first view
the plunters of New-England under the first
charler seewn specially fortunate in the barmony
of their social state. 'They cime owver here as
equals. . They took up and cultivated- the wiid
lands as equals. They met in social and politi-

cal intercourse as equals for the advancement of

knowledge and good government in short it was
a well ba]]anced commnnity and well constroct-
ed for self government,

But if we read further into the history of
those times we shail find those fortunate balanc-
es materially disturbed, first 30 the community
ann then in rthe government—and that not by
the mequalities ol wealth as with us, but by a
clerical power which rose and fell with the
first charter, and the notice of which will be re-
served for another letter,
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LETTER II.

It being then manifest, that in the first char-
ter government all things on parchment were
equal, just, and Democratic—we should next
examine the disposition and customs of the peo-
ple and their social state in those days.

T have suid, that they cousidered religion aud
its interests, the chief purpose of life ; and this
is proved by one of the first of theit general laws.
It was passed in 1631—probably the very year
they carried the charter from Charlestown over
to Boston ; and where as yet, there were set
up only a few temporary hevels for human
habitation—and it is thus : —

““’I'hat the body of freemen here, may be pre-
served of honest and good men ; —1It is ordain~
ed ; that henceforth, no man shall be admitted
to the freedom of this Commonwealth, but such
as are members of some of the Churches within
the limits of this jurisdiction.””

Upon the promulgation of this law, an old
Dremocratic non-conformist, by the name of Blax-
ton, and who then lived at Boston, claiming to own
the whole peninsula, declared, that he had come
out from England because he abhorred the dom-
ination of the Lords Bishops; and now he
equally abhorred the domination of the Lords
Brethren, Irere, and he forthwith quit his posses-
sions in Boston and went south out of the juris-
diction near to aplace afterwards called Provi-
dence, by Roger Williams. It is believed that
he was once a minister of the Gospel. At this
early period it is not probable that there were a
thousand people in the whole colony ; and yet
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the dominant spirits of that body, gave a tonc to
public sentiment in matters of Church and State
in Massachusetts, which endured even beyond
the authority of the first charter.

Two years after this, thc Rev. John Cotton
came over—being expelled -from his charge in
England, and a fugitive before 1he bitter peisecu-
tions of established Church authority there. On
the other side of the water he was-a non-con-
formist—that s, a Democcratic Relorer in wat-
ters of religion—vindicaiing freedom of thought
and action and human equality, but here, in
this western world having tasted the luxury of
power, we shall see what he was,

At the time of his arrival, the freemen here were
in deep cominotion upon the right of represen-
1ation in the Generzl Court. Cotton preached a
sernion upon Government, which gave him great
notoriety, and he soon established himself a po-
litical, as well as a church leader. His opealy
avowed sentiments, ran thus, and are even to
this day recorded :(—That whenever God, he
said, allowed a commonwealth liberiy to mould
its own frame of Government, the scripture gave
fuil directions for the right ordering thereof, but
that in such sort as may best maintain the con-
sequence and power of the Church. In the first
charter there was too much of ¢ Athenian De-
ioeracy,”’ to suit his views. God, he affirmed,
never ordained a Democracy as a fit government,
either for Church or State, for said he, if the
people be governors, who shall be governed?
He forgot that the first charter wasan instrument
of self-government, merely, in the hands of the
people. But he was bold enough to say that
both Monarchy and Aristocracy were approved
aud even directed in seripture. And yet in these
scripture governments, in the end, all sovereign-
ty was referred to God himself, and upon the
whole, he proposed to the peopls to seek after a
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Theoeracy in Church and State as nigh as might
be to that which was the glory of Israel, God’s
peculiar people ; —and then, we of this day can
finish the sense which his modesty forbid ; —
that John Cotton and the clergy should be the
Mosos and Aaron and whole tribe of Levi to our
fathers, and approaching as they professed to do,
nearer the great Jaw-giver than other people,
they could declare hia will to their liking, with
only one danger to their absolute domain—(hut
they would not agree among themselves what
that will was.

But brethren, Democrats, T will not treat this
subject lightly, for I am writing to you true his-
tory.  These sentiments however strange to
your ears, were then reul, and actvally reduced
to practice.

Mr. Cotton was requested by the government
to commence his Theocracy and to form an ab-
stract of the laws wherewith God governed his
ancient people and which he considered of lasting
equity. And this he did ; and that code was
enacted by the government. 1 will give a por-
tion of Cotton’s Chureh Laws that yon may com-
pare them with thoze of Draco, and judge which
were the most bloody . —

I—1If any man shall have, or worship any other
God but the Lord God—he shall be put to
death.

2—If any man or woman be a witch, that is,
hath, or consulteth with a familiar spirit, they
shall be pat to death,

If any person, within this jurisdiction, wheth-

er christian or pagan, shall willingly blaspheme

the holy name of God, Father, Son, or Holy

Ghost—either by denying the true God—or

his creation, or governmmnient of the world ; or

reproach the holy religion of God as if it were

a politic device t@ keep ignorant men in awe,

&e., they shall be put to death !

3
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Then murder, rape, man-stealing, sodomy,
treason, and adultery, are made punishable with
death. 8o with children who curse or smite
their parents, or stubborn and rebellious sone.

I will how notice those laws by -which the
Church. brought within its grasp the elective
franchise, by the aid of Mr. Cotton and the other
clergy. By an act of 1643, if a'man not a free-
man, that is, not a church member, shall pre<
sume to vote for any charter officers, he shall
pay a fine of ten pounds ; a thing almost impos-
sible in those days.

Further, if any. frecman should refuse to at-
tend upon the public worship of God here estab-
lished, he was:ngt allowed to vote. during such
his wicked course.

Again, if a Deputy or representative of the
people who was not orthodox upen the main
points of the Christian religion, should be re-
turned by the freemen of any town to the Gen-
eral Court, it was ordained that he should not
be received.  And auy f(reeman voting for such
Deputy,'knowing his heretical character should be
fined.

Church membership chen, being indispensible
to secure to a freeman the privilege of voting un-
der the first.charter, we should look into the
laws relative to the mode of gathering churches
and regulating their movements in those days—
to leain by what authority and under what re-
strictions our ancestors essayed to practice self
government,

By a serles of acts respecting Ecclesiastical
concerns, passed by the General Court between
1630—and 1646—it was provided in substance
—That all the people of God within the jarisdic-
tion—orthodox in judgment, of sober life,and not
in a_church way-—migkt gather themselves intoa
church estate—observing the rulesiof Christ re-
vealed 0 his word; provided they acquaint three
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or more magistrates dwelling next unto them
and the elders of the neighboring churches—and
have their approbation theremn; and no person,
member of a church gathered contrary to this
rule shall be admitted to the freedom of this
Comwonwealth.

VWhat those rules of Christ were upon which
churches might be lawfully gathered were set-
tled in ministerial Synods.

By further enuctments every chareh had {ree
liberty of admission, recommendation, dismis-
sion and expulsion of its members upon due
cause, with free exercise of the discipline and
censures of Christ.

And moreover—the civil authority here estab-
lished had power and liberty to see the peace,or-
dinances and ruales of Christ be observed in ev-
ery church according to his word.

It is very vasy to discorn tho offeet of all this
special legislation in favor of churches and cleri-
cal interests and ambition—No man could vote
at elections ns a matter of right—of sacred right,
as we now regard it; but it was soughtas a priv-
ilege, and received as such of the Church, and
granted by u church vote, afier an examination
of religious qualifications settled at Synods or
Thursday lectures in Boston, or at other minis-
terial conveuntions or convucations. Aud then what
was supposed fully to establish church dominion
here, was the liberty to employ the civil power
of the country to inforce its ordinances and rules.

And thus the power and influence of the
church prevailed having subdued all other influ-
ences in the courfiunity; and that too under a
most demoeratie constitution written on parch-
ment—Oliver Cromwell and the long Parliament
who flourished in these times, had not more
effectually wsurped the government of Eng-
land, than had the Rev, John Cotton and his
brethern 1n that of this Commonwealth by these
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gpecial lnws. Vet the means were very differ-
ent as were the resuits : They subdued Kingly
power; these, thut of the people. And |1 can-
not forhear here to notice the perfeet similarity
between the movements of the church interests
under the first charter, and the monied interests
of the present day under our own constitution—
seeking as it now does to control the action of
the people’s government for private ends.

But our fathors learned that a bitter curse fol-
lowed special legislation and law-made religion,
and we have yet to Jearn and acknowledge too
that law-muade wealth is not without its curse al-
so. No government yet discovered, can directly
favor special interests without tresspass on com-
mon right.

The church, now being armed with plenary
power spiritual and secnlar, comwmenced its dom-
ination. DBut witlt s uulimited power, came a
strong spirit of jealous rivalry and ambition; a
sure sign that it sought —special interest—That
ruling power which seeks the common good
alone, has never jealous ambition. [t is philan-
thropic duty. But usurpation of every character,
is ever busy "with iits special muniments and
shuns all conmon equity; and this wasso in the
case before us as is shown by the following laws
against heresy—and their graceless administration,

These laws were passed at various times, be-
tween 1644 and 1662—And one of the earliest
has this preamble—Although no human power
be Lord over the faith and consciences of men
—yet because such as bring in damnable here-
sies, subverting the Christian faith and destroy-
ing men’s souls, ought to be restrained therefore
it 18 ordered by the Court—That if any Christian
in this jurisdiction shall deny the immortality of
the soul—the resurrection of the body—or that
the regeneraie have any sin to repent of—or any
evil done by the outward man to be accounted
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sin—and shall continue obstinate and seduce
others he shall be banished.

So if he atlirm that we are justified by ourown
works—or condemn the baptism of infants—or
purposely leave the meeting when they are bap-
tized—or if he deny the ordinance of magistra-
cy or their authority to make war.

Also—to deny, that holy men insp'red by the
Holy Ghost wrote the Scriptures was punishable
by fine not_exceeding fiftv pounda—and whip-
ping not exceeding forty strokes—and to revile
the office or person of a minister or magistrate
was made an offence equally pnunishable with de-
nying the Word of God.

Then follow those sanguinary enactinents
against the Quakers—who are therein called a
cursed set of heretics and were disposed of ac-
cording to that denunciation. Some of these
laws were as late as 1658 —and they declare,
that any person coming into the jurisdiction,
and being convicted of being a Quaker shull be
sentenced to banishment on pain of death—and
if afterwards such] person shall have been twice
sentenced he shall suffer death.

Very ncurly the samc punishment was to be
inflicted on any citizen who became a Quaker
and continued obstinate.

It may seem strange that the common sense
and justice of the community should have sus-
tainea such manifestly unjust and unequal laws;
But we. mast notice that e church nfluencs,
controlled and guided public opinion—the mis-
chief lay in the body of the community—it was
not su much & bad governmunt as a bad social
state—a people under bad influences misgovern-
ing themselves—and a free constitution was made
an instroment to overthrow common right which
it was expressly designed to protect.
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The uses of government were directly pervert-
ed as they are in all our special legislation in
fuvor of statute wealth.

In my next 1 shall detail the persecutions un-
der these laws.
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LETTER III.

No laws can be more offensive to our sense of
common justice than those which create the arti-
ficial crites they abm to punish,-—and it will not
escupe atlention that this is signally the case
with Mr. Cotton’s abstract of the Theocracy and
the other laws against heresy. In this the first
Charter criminal code, was a code without in-
trinsie crime j—a strange thing indeed, we might
say,in a wise Repuabliv,wheiv the commou seuse
and common justice of the people is the throned
majesty of the State.

Those Church-made beritics pever trespussed
upon the natural rights of men, in persoa or
property —they only hold vbuoxious opinions
upon souie items of Charch discipline and
theology, as settled in Synods ;—aund they op-
posed the Church assumption of civil power ;
and for this we shall see they suoffered aud
bied. ‘

i shall proceed to notice some of the princi-
ple persecutions of heretics by the Massachusetts
Church wnder, and throuzh the instrumentalty
of the first charter. Iis first essay upon Roger
Williams, elicited and perfected practice, and
anght this rising power its new founded strength,
80 that afterwards 1 became qualified to deal
more freely and vigorously with the Aotinomian
heresy, and its celebrated female Jéader, Mrs.
Ann [Iutchinson.

The blood of Martyrs was first shed by the
Church dominant, under the laws I have already
cited, against Quakers.

But by far the most terrible of the persecu-
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tinng, wae the witch. tragedy, about the end of
the Charter and in the times of the Mathers. It
was got up and urged forward under 'the pre-
tence and perhape veritable eonviction even, that
wioked men and women here had confederated
and leagned with the Devil, expressly to over-
throw the Church of Cheist in New-England.—
The particulars shall be detailed in their order.

Roger Williams came to this country from
England about the year 1620, with the general
reputation of a well educated and pious gospel
Minister. Soon the people at Salem invited him
to become their religious teacher ; but the Gov-
ernor and Magistrates of Massachusetts interposed
objections with effect,and Williams turned down
to Plymouth aud preached there two years. Af-
ter this the Salem Church egain invited him to
cotne among them and settle, and again the
Magistrates objected, and sent down from Bus-
ton a request that tney would not cull this man
““to office ’—bat too late, for Williams this
time obtained his -election "and ordmnation, not-
withstanding the frowns of the Government—
and for which he was never forgiven—and for
which, also, the Salem people incurred the last-
ing suspicions of the ** Lords brethren’” as the
end will show. Roger Williams being once
firmly settled at Salem,>saith his enemy, the
Rev. Cotton Mather in his Church history ;—
‘“ Hic se aperit Diabolus.”” The man presently
discovered there, that he had in him much less
light than heat ; and he compates him to a cer-
tain wind-mili in the Low Countries, which in a
brisk gale first fired itself and then set a whole
town in flames.

To be sure, impartial history represents Mr.
Williams in the outset as very aident and some=
what whimsical, but not deceptive, selfish, domn-
ineering or viscious. As he gathered light and
mental power, he became a sound radical re-
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former ; and whoe is ignorant of the perils which
environ that office in all ages in Church and
State. 1In civil lierty he advanced to points be-
yond the then current notions of liherality 5 and
in religion he would purify even the Puritans
themselves. He was even then called a leveller,
a term applied to all strong Democratic spirits,
with great self-complacency by the dominant
power, during the first charter. Those who
now use the sanie name to disignate Democrats
have not the merit even of oviginality.

It is remarkable however that this grave Min-
ister of the gospel should have essayed to re-
form and purify the kings Banner, the military
standard of the Colony. But it wasso. The
sign of tho cross was then painted upun it bat
as this, he maintained was a Popish ldol, it
ought not to wave over christian soldiers. His
ceaselcss denunciations at last took effort. A
schism followed, not only among the citizens,
but among the soldiers themselves ;—and some
of them began to question whether they should
bonor this idol by marching and training under
it even in the king’s name ; in fine they said
they would nut. But the woré prudent and loy-
al counselled differently. 'These advised to fol-
low the cress in the Banner to show their fideli-
ty to the ecrown—yet parly spirit grew apace up-
on it. But pending this glowing controversy and
no doubt under its influence,a member of the gov-
ernment andjone of the charter assistants, as well
as.a member of Mr, Williams’s church got pos-
session of theBanner and with his knife cut out
the obnoxious picture. ¥or this.otience he was
soon cited before the court of assistants, and by
these his peers sentenced to be suspended from
his office for one year. Nevertheless M1. Wil-
fiams still pushed on the controversy; and it is
sober history that the cross in the Banaer for a
long time strongly excited all the talent and
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learning.in the country. and of this, let me say,
there wus no small portion. The .combatants
ransacked all emly Christian and Pagan history
in their efforts to vanquish and destroy each oth-
er. ‘T'heir fury supplied them with Latin and
Greek without stint, which thﬁy hurled at each
other withont merey or compuanetion ina perfect
storm of erudition. The people too took fire,
and took sides and took up the discussion also,
jngomuch that, shortly, the Labarum of Constan-
tine the Great, and other early and awful church
enigmas, were topics as familiar in their mouths,
as their own dinners.

1t is not certain that Mr, Williams lived to see
his final triumph over that Popish idol, yetit is
cortnin that the cioss - waa’ ut last by common
consent and in a peaceable Christian like way
stricken from the banner ~of old Massachusetts
but when the Indian that now so grﬂccf‘u“y
waves there, took its place history has not
taught us.

Thus far in matters of civil and military gov-
ernment the ‘‘leveller’” Williams fonnd reform a
pastime rather than a serious labor, yet it was
far otherwise wheu e Lurned the process on
what he conceived the curreut abuses of :eligion.
The wily leaders of the Church would only
sinile to see him vent his impetent radicalisin
upon the cross in the Banner, but when he de-
nied the efficacy of infant baptism, the lawful-
ness of joining in prayer with the unregenerate
—the authority of the civll power to panish
breaches of Church discipline and particularly
when he charged the New England Charches
with foose practices, and refusing communion
with them himself, and encouraged others to do
the same he at once was taught the different
tempers of the two powers. His clerical breth-
ren and the sister Churches first severed him
from the confidence and communion of his own

g
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Church at Salem, by repeated and formal mia-
sions to them of threats and promises, and by
other devives and then having broken this tie
which bound him tu the cammunity, they hurled
him and his followers without ceremony, by a
sentence of banishment, out of the jurisdiction.
After many perils Willams and his company at
last rested at a place they ealled Providence and
thus early and happily commenced the settle-
maut of the delightful and prospcrous State of
Rhode Island. And it is due 1o the wemory of
this man to notice, that when by a change of
fortune, he was called to the honors and of
course to the burthen of power,Williams the new
ruler was true tothe principles of \Villiams the
humble and peorsecuted reformer ut Salem in
Massachusetts; thus showing to the world that
his heart, his heart indeed, was touched with
the natural and equal rights of his felow men,
Hence his colony in that day became notoriously
the land of free minds and easy and equal gov-
ctnment.
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LETTER IV.

You will see, brethren, that the expulsion of
Roger Williams gave nc quiet to the Massachu-
setts Church governmeunt. The tolerant and
equal rights principle, still strove with aristoc-
racy and conservatismm, and the antinomian here-
sy, and persecution svon {ollowed. _, This com-
smoted the calgny for nearly twenty  years and
iuvolved all clagses. 1t produced the first spec-
ial interesg convention which ever sat in Amer-
ict. It waa called a Synod, convened ostensi-
bly to sustain the honor of God, and the public
interests, but like the famed [arrisburgh tariff-
woollens-convention, or that of the bankers at
New York—it was an assemblage of men holding
a'common interest of wealth or ambition, and
pushing forward that interest under plea of pat-
riotism.

This Synod was composed of the minigters
and wany church delegates ; but under the latter
title embracing all the wagistracy and civit dig-
nity of the land who undertook to aqcerlum,
and by a hand vote to condewn errors, and to
settle the rules of sound faith and church disci-
pline for all time 10 come.

Female invention, quickened by public favor
first gave impulse to this movement in Boston.
Mrs. Ann Hutchinson was the agitatror ; and al-
though the old church historians call her a *“gos-
aip >> and her female meetings, *¢gossipings.”>
yet all agree that she possessed fine talents. and
elegant personal endowments. England wis her
native land ; and whilst there, she dwelt in the
neighborhood of Mr. John Cotton and had en-
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joyed mach of his pious council ; and when he
at last fled before persecution, she and her
husband. quickly folfowed, in the light of his
fame’and piety, to this Western world.  Ttis
recorded that the godly man himself highly re-
ciprocated her esteem ; and he has given under
hiz own hand in a letter to a dear friend. this
graphic and significant discription of her :—¢*In
England, she was well beloved ; —that all the
faithful there, embraced her conference, and
blessed God for her fruitful discourses. >’

From the time that the lady arrived, no per-
son in the colony ereated an equal sensation.—
Both sexes, young and old, all ranks, ministers,,
magistrates and assistants, deeply regarded her ;
and as it had been In England, so heveggthe faith-
ful *“ embraced her conference > gladly.

Even young Harry Vane, then in Boston, re-
ceived her with marked attention.

This was she renowned Sir Harry Vane of the
English long Parliament,the companion and equat
uf Cromwell in lis carly pelidgcabfortunes ;5 and
his terror too, when that bolsl gsurper, in the act
of dispersing that Parliarment, cried out . — <O !
Sir Harry Vane ! 8ir Harry Vane! the Lord
deliver me from Sir Hany Vane!! Vane was
the son of a privy counsellor of the king ; and
as a pious young man of quality, he so pleased
the colonists, that they chose him their govern-
or the first. year of his arrival ; yet for a Demo-
cratic servant of him who had not where to Iay
his head, he' assamed great state in office.—
Whenever he went to court, or to charch, four
sergeants marched before him, bearing halberds
in their bands. Such a spectacle wounld ap-
pear quite odd in Boston streets at this day.

If however, Mrs. Hutchinson deeply excited
the community of her adoption, so that commu-
nity deeply excited her. Amongst her other ef-
forts she held weekly female meetings at her
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house, ‘‘under the rule in Titus,’’ as she pro-
fessed ‘that the elder women should instruct
the younger,”” and where she repeated and ex-
ponnded Mr. Cotton’s sermons.

Her system was, that salvation was the free
gift of God ; as much so as existence itself in
this world—a matter which even now, rightly to
discern, troubles the human head and ne doubt
ever will. Buat in her prolific fancy, this master
proposition, generated conclusions innumerable,
and quite overwhelming. Yet free grace she
taught, and the voice of free grace she sang,
foscinating indced to those who could readily
believe themselves the special favorites of Heav-
en, as young people, and especially young fe-
males, on whom the world smiles, more casily
might.

It was natural, therefore, that Mrs. Hutchin-
son’s beautiful antinomian pupils should rise up
from her teachings, gratified with her and them-
selves, and bless the free grace that sent them
into this pleasant woild, and would make them
so happy in the next ; and with one accord they
circylated her notions and sayings with wonder-
ful alacrity.

But the sterner fathers of the Church com-
plained of thisi It was affirmed that from the be-
ginning, it was the work of a seducer, to i¢ad
captiveihe weakersex. So Simon Magus, they
said, traded with his Helena, and they might well
add, the devil with his Eve;—Montanus with his
Maximillia, to propagate heresy ;and Arrius, to
give currency to his blasphemies, first taught
them to seven hundred virgins—seductive apos-
tles truly, But here, a woman herself, was she
seducer ; a gentle-woman they confessed ; but
ot'haughty carriage-—busy spirit-——competent wit,
and a voluble tongwe’s-#nd they used to cry ‘out
in the words of Tertullian upon the Gnostics : —
‘¢ ipse mulieres heretice quam sunt procgces!”’
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Had Mts. Hutchinson, in her teachings, con-
fined herself to the harmless theory of free grace
only, she might never huve known persecution,
or have been known in history. Hut success
tempted her on ; and she came atlast to point at
some ministers of the colony, as not having the
seal of the spirit ; and as preaching an unprofit-
able covenant of works,—and what was unlucky,
she excepted Mr. Cotton and her Boston friends,
out of her condemnations.  This brought ona
strong country Jealoasy and high party spirit,
which about equally divided the people.  Gov-
arnar Vane and My, Cotton were involved in it
and the election of the former, in May, 1637,
was contested on these mazy questions. Mr.
Vane wae thon discomforted at the court of elec-
tions, and Mr. Winthrop was chosen Governor,
and Mr. Dudley, a bitter enemy of Mrs. Hutch-
inson and her party, was chosen Deputy Gover-
nor.  On thisoccasion fierce speeches were made
on both sides, and the members began to lay
hands on each other, but the strong majority on-
the one side, caused the other to submit.

In a:'few months Mr. Vane left the country
for Evgland ; -and thus the antinomian party
was supposed to have been deprived of its head 3
and the anger of the victors fell more severely
on thuse he left behind.  Mrs. Hutchinson still
lectured, but the Court took no notice of her, for
the present, being resolved to wait the result of
the Church synod, then about to be halden, and
to make ity decisions, the ground of their pro-
ceedings.

The synod had a stormy session, some of 1ts
mewbers as justices of the peace had 10 preserve
the peace of the assembly. There were pro-
duced before it eighty-two errors which had been
current in the country. "The authors of them
were not enquired after, but the synod dealt
with the errors only, and as an old church his-
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torian informs us afier this manner;—<‘the error
was first fairly recited, and theu a short reflec-
tion uuder it stating that it was contrary to a text
of scripture then and there suhjoined, which
text untoall reasonahle men did smite the error
under the fifth rib, whereof it died.”” One min-
istec, Mr. Hooker, would not attend the Synod
for the reason, that those would be chief agents
in that assembly, who were chief parties in the
cause, and how unprofitable to make men judges
in their owa causes. This is every day practice
in modern legislatares.

It was now the provinece of the civil power to
give efficacy to the decrees of the Synod, and
in the Nov. following, Mrs. Hutchinson was
suddenly called froni her family before the
court. The charges against her were any thing
but specific. Gov. Winthrop presided and he
stated 1o hor that she was known to be a wom-
an who had great shatre in promoting those opin-
ions, which were the causes of the present
troables, and had spoken things prejudicial to the
honor of the churches and the ministers thereof.

Mrs, Hutchinson.—What have I said ordone?

Governor.—%Why, you countenance those of
the faction you have<heard of. *I only entertain
the saints and that’s matter of conscience Sir.”’
Well madam, said the Governor you must keep
your conscience or it ust be kept for you.

Gov.—Butwhy do you keep a meeting at
your house every day in the week.

Mrs. H.—Is 1t not the practice of yon all,why
should I be condemned ? But I conceive there
is aclear rule in Titus, that the elder woman
should instruct the younger; and then 1 must
have a time to do it in. "

Gov.—There was no meeting of w~omen
aldne, there were sometimes men among you
and this is net according to the rule jn Titas.

JMrs. H.—There was never any man with us.
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Gon.—If a hundred men should come to you
to be instructed, would you forbear?to do it?

Mrs. H—If I eross a rule in it, I should.

on.—Bat if one man, shanld come and say,
Mrs. H. I hear you are a. woman that God hath
given his grace unto, I pray you 1istruct me a
little, would you instruct this man?

Mrs. H—I think I would. - But why do you
Sir, who say I may not teach women, ask me to
teach the court ?

Gov.—There is arale in Corinthians which
crosses yoursffrom Titus, by which it would seem
that the elder woman should instruct the young-
er about their business and to love their hus-
bands &ec.

Mrs. H—.1 do not counceive it so.

Gov.—Well, well; we see how itis, we are
your judges and must put it out of your power
to continue this course.

The Court then went_into proof of her slan-
der of the ministers, from the mouths of
thuse alleged tv bave been defamed ; Mirs.
H. wished to have them sworn, but the
court refused as their eharacter for truth was
enough without oath. In the end she was sen-
tenced to be banished, and in the mean while,
was committed. to the custody of Mr. Weld, un-
til the court.shonld fusther dispose of her.

The residue of her story is short. Banish-
ment from civilized sotiety in the begining of a
New England winter, to a woman witha nu-
merous family . of little ones about her, was a
sore affliction. With her husband and other
friends she passed over to Rhode Island, where
it was said they dwelt 1n caves until the cold
season waspast. In the mean time her hus-
band died, and the Massachusetts, -government
made some stir that she was yet in this jurisdic-
tion, whereupon, she again took up her family
and sought a place yet further soath,but herethe
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Tndians being at war with the Dutch came sud-
denly upon her, murdered hersell and all her
family except one, which they carried into cap-
tivity; and thus ended ber trials and sufferings.
a desolate end indeed to the once delicate and
accomplished Mrs. Ann Hutchinson.
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LETTER V.

The Antimonian excitement was not subdued
by the banishment of Mrs. Hutehinson, but with
the schism about infant and adult b'\ptmm con-
tinued throughout the first charter avthority and
both receiving their full share of discouragement
from the dominant power.

But of all heresies, the old Foxonian Qua-
kerism most deeply excited the vengeance Jof
our fisrt charter-charch-Commonwealth; noth
ing could be more simple and common-sense-
like thanthe professed Quaker tenets. They
too were professed children of peace as well
as of light; and when"smitten on one cheek
would turn the other also, and could not there-
fore be in any way formidable to jealous eivil
power. Their bold erimination and denuncia-
tion of evil was irritating indeed, but not de-
serving imprisonment and death as was admin-
istered to them.

George Fox the first Quaker came inte no-
tice in England about the year 1648; in the
times of the Commonwealth, and both he and
his followers were bitterly persecuted under the
aulhority of tho long pur“amcnt and Oliver
Cromwell. This new sect it seems had made
advances in religious freedom and simplicity
much beyond the Independants of whom -Crom-
well and Sir Harry Vane were then ‘at the
head, and who had themselves acquired their
popularity with the army by advances upon the
old parliamentary Presbyterians, who had oals
on the’r part come out from the conservative and
despotic church of England,and which last ia the
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times of Henry the VIIIth was herself a seced-
er from Rome, that eommon terror orall dissent-
ers; and what should be noted, by all readers of
history ,and Demacrats espeemlly, isthe fact that
each of these sects in turn persecuted those that
prespmed to advance beyond them; however
justly, and to set up for themselvez. And so it
is at this day in the advances made in political
truth,

But religionists persecute for a temporal inter-
estas well as others,—no men having done with
all things here below would hate each other for
the love of God. .

The Foxonians discarded all teaching by pro-
fession as also the use of churches, which in de-
rision they called steople-houses. They main-
tained that the lightfof Christ shining in the
heart was amply sufficient for all Christian uses,
and would, if implicitly followed, produce even
a sinless life. This doctrine was most offensive
to those whose subsistence and consequence in
the world depended . entirely on the necessity
of religious teaching.- These ranters, said they,
essay to teach men that they need not be taught;
very wise,truly, and at first they nicknamed them
new-lights, but afterwards one Bennet a justice of
Nottinghamshire, and a persecuting Independant,
having signed a warrant of commitment against
Mr.Fox,this latter bade him forbear,and to quake
and tremble at the word of God, as pronounced
by him, having, no doubt, the great case of Paul
and Felix in his mind. But the Christian' mag-
istrate very unlike the Roman,only sceffed at his
prisoner, and called him Quaker, and the name
stuck to him and his followers ever after.

The idea of a gelf-téaching sect of christians
was very novel and very seductive to thé En-
giish péople. Those weretimes of strange con-
ceits and inventions, and there were those we
are told, who professed to. believe that women
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had no souls; but Fex sharply rebuked these and
said, did not the blessed Virgin Mary once sing
and say **my soul doth magnify the Lord; and
my spirif hath rejoiced in Gbd my Saviour,”’
which ready and pertinent answer silenced his
ungallant adversaries and bronght him much fe-
male favar.

About the same time they told him of a wom-
an in Lancashire, named Elizabeth Hooton who
had fasted twenty-two daye, and he went to seo
ber, and he said he found her under gréattempt-
ation and he spoke to her freely of her condi-
tion, and with such effect that in the end she be-
came one of his most devoted converts, and was
the first Quakeress, who on motien of the spir-
it, stood up for public exhortation of the breth-
ren and sisters; and she proved in the end a
most devout and successful laborer in the cause.
This same person . being moved by the same
spirit to come to ‘Massachusetts and denounce
the ‘bloody laws then existing and executed
against Quakers, was arrested and whipped
through the first charter jurisdiction ata cart’s
tail for her pains. Free forms of government
here did not respect her personal rights, any
more than they now do the rights of property.

The allowance of female exhortation, by the
Quakers highly stimulated femals ambition and
enterprise and opened a wide field for its exer-
cise. But it was not to be bounded by the
realm of Englard, it sought the most distant and
hazardous niissions to other countries, and Qua-
keresses visited Spain, Malta, Italy,Holland &ec.

But a -maiden Quakeress, Mary Fisher, of
humble origin, outdid them all; she was moved
in spirit to goleven to the Grand Turk and to
communicate to him the light of Christ.  And
upon this design she left England and arrived
by sea at Smyrna; and from thence she. pur-
posed to depart for Adrianople; where the Sal-



FIRST CHARTER. 41

tan then was. But the Euglish consul here
found her out and her mission, and sent her
bacs to Venice. This wasa severe rebuke to
her spirit, yet she was resoluie; and alone and
unprotected she at last found her way into the
Torkish encampment, whero Muhomet the 1Vih
theu lay with a great arnny before Adrianopie.
Here she had the vddress to persuade a messen-
ger to go to the tent of the Grand Vizier with
the information that an English woman had come
into his army witha message from the Great
God to the Sultan, Upon this the Graud Viz-
ter returned for answer, that on the following
imorning he would procure for her. the desired
nterview with his master,-and be kept his woid.
At the appointed time Mary Fisher again repair-
ed to the camp and was soon brought tnto the
presence of the Sultan. Hrm she found sur-
rounded by his officers and dignitaries and in a
state and surpassing sblendor of which before
she had no conception ; and he sit ready with
three interpreiers to receive her message, and to
commuuicate with her. Dut here her courage
failed her, and she became confused und hesita-
ted. 'This the Sultan observing, he kindly
asked her if it were trne as had beeu told him
that she had a message to him from -the Great
God ?—and she answered yea. He then asked
her whether these present should retire before
she spake; and she said nay. He then told her
to speak the word of God to them all without
fear, and to keep back nothing, for they had
good hearts und were willing to hear it whatever
it might be.

Upon this encouragement she spake, and the
Turks listened with gravity and attention.—
When she paused, the Sultan asked her if she
had any thing more to say, she answered that
she had not, ifhe had understood her. He said
he understoed every-word and that what she had

4*
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spoken was the truth. He also invited ler to
stay in his country, as all, he said, would re-
spect a woman who had come so fdr to deliver
a message from the Lord Gud tu the Sulisn.
This she declined. He then offered her a guard
to conduct her safely to Constastinople, saying
that he would ‘not, on any account, that harm
should befal her in his dominions, but that it was
dangerous for alone female like her to travel
through hostile nations. This she also de-
clined and the audience broke up.

I'he Turks then gathered round her and be-
gan to enguire what he thought of their Proph-
et; but she replied that she did not know him
but Christ the Son of God she knew, and he was
the light of the world, buta FProphet she said
was known by the truth of the prephecies he
spake. Thisthey all confessed tobe true, and
having accomplished her mission, Mary Fisher
departed to Constantinople and frem thence to
England in safety.

Thus much for the despotic Turk; we wxll
now puss to this land of free forms of govern-
ment. It wasin July 1656 when this same Ma-
ry Fisher with Ann Austin her companion ar-
rived in Boston bharbor. There were then no
colonial laws avthorizing mwagisirates to arrest
Quakers coming into the country.  Ship masters
had been forbid to bring them in under a severe
penalty.

John Endicott was then Governor, but he be-
ing out of town, Bellingham the deputy acted in
his stead. As soon as he learned that Quakers
were in the vessel, he sent officers on board with
orders to have them kept prisoners there, and to
search their trunks.. Whereupon abouta hun-
dred books were found, seized and burnt by the
hangman in the market place. They were no
doubt Muggleton’s works, against which a severe
law was passed. Mary and her companions were
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next brought vn shore and comwitted to  prison
and forbidden to converse with any one, or to
have the use of pen and ink, or lights in the
night season. It bas been further atlirmed and
no: denied, that they examined the bodies of the
two damseld.in prison tolearn whether or not
they tight be witches, but neltokens were found
on them but those of health and innocerce.—
The times of witch persecutions had not yet ar-
rived.

An aged citizen of Boston then in good repute
and a church member by the name of Upshall
being grlevvd at the treatment of these lone fe-
males requested that he might supply then with
food fron his own table,-——thls was denied, and
he:then contracted with the jailor to supply them
at five shillings a week. When in Oectober
1658 a law was passed for the punishment
of Quakers he raised his voice against it, warn-
ing the ministers and magistrates who planned
the measure, to desist lest they should be found
fighting against God, but without effect. In dis-
gust at the wrong he withdrew from meetiug;
bat he forgot that this,by law was then a highly
penal offence,—he was fined twenty-three pounds
in hard money, but still continuing obstinate he
was banished the jurisdiction; and wandered forth
into the wilderness towards Rhode Island.—
Here an Indian chief found him, and learning
the cause of his troubles, offered to make him a-
warm house if he would stay with him, and said
how strange, that Englishmen should fight each
other 20 ahonttheir God.  Upshall’s persecutors
were then ardently engaged in Christianizing the
Indians.

After being imprisoned about five weeks and
debarred all intercourse with the people Mary
Fisher with her companion was put on board
a vessel and sent baok; the jailor retaining the

beds which they brought over and their bible for
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his fees. This Mary I'isher was afterwards mar-
ried to Wm. Bayle, first a Baptist and then a
Quaker teacher and whose works remain to
this dav, and she proved a Christain-like mother
and wife.

Within a month after this there came into Bos-
ton from England eight other Quakers four men
and four women. These ‘were also arrested
and treated much after the manner of Mary
Fisher, for abouteleven weeks, when a ship-
master by the name of Lock was put under
honds to take them out of the country and land
them nowhere but in England.
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LETTER VI.

There can be no doubt but the early Qua-
kers who came into the first charter jurisdiction
from England, were conscientious missionaries
acting under a supposed divine commission,—
Perhaps no missionaries inany age or country,
were ever morosincore. And whata modicum
of true Christianity or humanity, even, woild
have taught those to whom they came, to béar
with them. Couldthe powers of the Church-
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have copied
‘the custom of their Indian neighbors, when mis-
sionaries come to enlighten them, and like them
have set and heard their religious notions- eriti-
cised and vilified too, with composure; how dif-
ferently would they have stood in history, and
how honored would have been the cause of the
people’s self-government in their keeping. Itis
eusy to discern whut kind of influences ruled
here, under free forms of government, when the
advent. to these shores of six female and two
men Quakers should have caused a law in sub-
stance thus,—

That any citizen causing a Quaker to come in-
to the country should, on conviction, pay a pen-
alty of one hundred pounds;—and for entertain-
ing a Quaker kaowing him to be such, was fine-
able at the rate of forty shillings an hour. For
the first offence of Quakerism, within the char-
ter. limits, by citizen or stranger,—if a man, he
shouald have one ear cut oft;—and for the second
offence the other ear; if a woman, first to be
whipped, and put into the house of correction,
and for the second offence to lose one of her
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cursi—and for the third offence, by man or wom-
an, to have his or her tongue bored through
with a hot iron !

The first application of this law was to two
English women, Sarah Gibbons and Dorothy
Waugh. 'These coming to Boston, ventured to
address the people on Thureday locture day af-
ter the regular services were over, and they were
taken up, thrust into the house of correction and
whipped.

Not long after a Mrs. Gardner, coming to
Weymouth with her infant child, was proved to
be a Quakeress. She was carried to Boston and
whipped, asalso a young damsel her compzaaion,
with'a three corded knotted whip, and after the
punishment she kneeled down and prayed to the
Lord to forgive her persecutors.

The next two were Wm. Brend and Wm, Led-
dra. These were taken up at Salemn for being
Quakers wrongfully in the jurisdiction; they
were carried to Boston, and put into the house
of correction and ordered to work. This they
refused, and for which they were whipped twen-
ty blows each with a three corded whip, and
- then commanded to depart from the charter him-~
its. . This they were ready to do. But the mar-
shall’s fees were demanded of them. They de-
clined paying the costs of their own punishments,
and were still detained, to work ‘it out. The
next morning Brend still refusing to work, the
juilor in a rage seized a farred rope, and beat
him therewith until the prisoner fainted. Upon
this a report went abroad that the man was kil-
led in prison; and a tumult among the people
was feared, whereupon Endicott the Governor
and the magistrates posted notices on the church
doors and other public places-that Brend had re-
vived and was well, but that the jailor should be
punished for his cruelty.

Bat the Rev. J. Norton, a mortal enemy to
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Quakers, and a great instrument of the laws
against them, declared publicly, that the stripes
were good enough, for men who had come here
to beat their gospel ordinances black and blue.

Jobn Copeland and Christopher Holder came
over about the time ‘of Mary Fisher; and two
years after they were arrested at Dedbam, ear-
ried to Boston and imprisoned with one Rouse.
At the next court of assistants they were bronght
in for trial, Endicot presiding, who said, t‘since
you three. incontempt of the magistrates and
ministers, have come here to seduce the people,
whether you loose your ears or your lives, your
blood will be on yourselves.”?

To this the Quakers Yoldly d4nswered that the
Lord Gd had sent them here.

Nay, said the Governor, but under pretence of
peace you have coine, to poison the people.—
How do you prove the Lord hath sent youn ?

You sceurge and persecute us, was the reply;
and Christ told his disciples, they should suffer
such things for his name’s sake. .

'Then, said Major Denison, one of the 'assist-
ants, every malefactor who is whipped, suffers
for Christ’s sake !

But doye not know, said Rouse, thatif we
were malefactors, God’s, judgments would “be
far hoavier upon us than your punishnents Y

John Rouse, John Rouse, again said the major
(whose manifest shrewdness and skill, should,
on this occasion have taught hiw liberality and
hamanity) youn are yet a youth and I hear are
well borne and tred,yonr father being a king’s of-
ficer at Barbadoes, and a gentleman, what heavi-
er judgment of God do you look for, unless it be
a halter, than to be driven from home,and to run
about here with a set of vagabonds and deceiv-
ers.

I was not driven from my father’s house, said
Rouse, but at the command of the Lord I left it,
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and when heshall clear me of this land T will
gladly return home again.

But why do we parley. said Endicot, You
see these Quakers have no” commission but the
spirit within them, and that’s the devil;—Mr.
Secretary read the law to the prisoners; and
when this was done, one of them said, we have
seen many of your laws having much scripture
reference in their margin, but what scripture
huve you for cutting off ears ?

What seripture 1s there for hanging people,
said Endicot.

Perhaps, said, Denison, they would like to be
crucified; there’s scripture enough for that, Af-
ter consnitation, Endicott called the prisoners by
name and suid the senteace of the court 1is, that
each of you have his right ear cut off by the
hangman.

Here the Quakers earnestly protested against
the proceeding. ‘They declared that they -were
Englishien and not subject to thecolonial laws;
they were subject only to Euglish "laws and the
English court. But Endicot called out no ap-
peal to England; we shall allow of no appeal
to Bugland, and the prisoners were forthwith re-
manded.

The Marshall then took them to the apartment
where ‘execution was to be done, and when he
had let in the hangman and one or two others,
belucked the door, and read the following order.

»To the "Marshail General or his Deputy;—
You are to take with you the executioner, and
repair to the house of correction and there see
him cut off the right ears of John Copeland,
Christopher Holder and John Rouse, Quakers,
in execution of the sentence of the court of as-
sistants,for the breach of the law entitled—Qnua-
kers.”’ Signed,

Epwarp Rawson, Secretary,
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Again these three protested against the ille-
gality and injustice of the procedure; and Hol-
der further said that such an execution should
not be done in private; hut they told him it was
to prevent their appealing to the people.

There is no doubt that Norton, Endicot and
their associates feared a publie execation of this
character. There was even then a strong Dem-
ocratic spirit abroad opposed to the church aris-
tocracy then ruling in blood, and it might rescue
the Quakers. And there was never a time when
Democracy was more detested by the dominant
power in Massachusetts than those of which we
treat; not even excepting those of the crown Gov-
ernors, and our own,

The executioner .then took Holder by the
head, and as he brushed away the ‘hairto come
at the ear, the marshall turned away from the
sight, in manifest disgust and sorrow, but Rouse
said, Sir you must tarn againand see the execu-
tion, for such is your order;—true, true, in-
deed, said he, T was to see it done, we mast
look on;and he saw the blood follow the hang-
man’s kaife most profusely, as he threw the ear
on the floor.

Thus these three unresisting Quakers, suffer-
ed this ignominious mutilation with patience and
even without a sigh,

When it was over, they declared, that the ig-
norant they forgave, but for those who had done
this thing waliciously, that every drop of their
blood wou'd sit heavy on their souls like a mill-
stone at the great day of accounts.

After this, they were ordered out of the juris-
diction,

Yes all this cruelty did not deter Quakers
from coming into Massachusetts, nor the spread
of their religion. Death was now the only re-
maining punishmen and we shall see how the
usurping rulers, harderned tnemseives 1o that
measure also.
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LETTER VII.

Democratg, for the honor of our counrymen
let us not believe that.the law of death against
Quakers wus easily obtained. The people need-
ed preparation. The pulpit was the press of
that age and the church power controlled it, as
does the money power in these ties; and no
combination of suspension banks conscions of
guilt and fearing justice, could labor more sed-
ulously at the polls to secure a pliant legislature,
than did the church eonfederacy on this occaston.
An intelligent witness of their movements, de-
clared that “~he Wwho could not whip and persecute
those who differed from the rulers in matters of
religion, could not sit on the bench,or sustain any
office in the Commonwealth.”” How much the
people’s common sense of justice was perverted
by the ruling power, we can learn from the fact
that, the judges who condemned to stripes, im-
prisonment and death,were elected by the people.
And yet the men in those days who corrupted
popular justice professed great terror lest the
people’s minds should be perverted by dema-
gogues and heretics. So wealth now in power
trembles lest the poor be excited against the rich;
and yet law-made wealth is ever extorted from
the poor and the laboring classes.

The Rev. John Norton and the leading minis-
ters of the colony first petitioned the General
Court for a law to banish Quakers on pain of
death.

In the aristocratic branch or court of assist-
ants there was no difficulty. They passed the
Jaw to punish by death even without a jury,and
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at County Courts where three magistrates only
sat. Butthe popular branch, the deputies were
of different minds. These were then twenty-
five in number. A portion of them refused to
sanction a Jaw so contrary to common justice and
their charter, and by which a majority of three
might hang at pleasure. Yet it passed 13 to 12,
the Speaker of the Iouse of Deputies voting
agamst 1t.

The minority thus strong resolved to cnter
their dissent upon the record; this the ruling
power feared, and contrived to insert the clause
“to be tried by a special jury,”’ to makeit popu-
lar. Yet were the dissenting deputies much dis-
tressed, by the measure and particularly one
Worzel who was sick and absent, and who
wept for grief when he learned the result, saying
he would rather have crept on his hands and
knees to court, than such a law should have
passed.

This act is a legislative curiosity; about as
much so as the charter of the first bank under
our present constitution, and some later charters.
It begins with the preamble, ¢ That whereas no
one hath a right lv Lord il over wmen’s conscien~
ces”’ &e. and under this specious declaration of
equal rights, stands as great an outrage of all
rights of person and property, as the records
of despotism can produce, and the administration
of it was as cruel as its provisions were deroga-
tory to just and democratic legislation; and yet
the plea was then as now the public good and
to destroy the destructives—the levellers.

'I'ms contemptuous enactment greatly exas-
perated the Quakers; and within one year two
of them sealed their testimony against it with
their blood.

Marmaduke Stephenson was in youth an hum-
ble ploughman in old Yorkshire in England, and
whilst on a certain time in 1655 he walked after
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hia plough, the pawer of the living God, as he
declared after his condemnation, so filled him
as did ravish his heart; and the word came to
hi canseienes, saying,—1 have ordained thee a
prophet wnlo the nations.

At the appointed time Barbadoes was set be-
fore him a4 the place to which he must go; and
without delay he made ready to depart; and
bade farwell to his kind wife and four tender
children for the last time, for the Lord had said
he wonld take care of them; and he took passage
for the designated Island. Here whilst at
his master’s work he heard of the Massachu-
setts Jaw to put his brethren to ‘death, and his
heart burned within him; and finding a vessel
bound to Rhode Island he went thither. And
here whilst he visited the seed which the Lord
had blessed, the word came to him a second
time, to go to Boston with his brother, Wm.
Robinson who had come there as a merchant
from London, and to do business.

But scarcely were the two arrived _in Doston
when they were seized and imprisoned; as also
one Nicholas Davis who had the temerity to
come from the Plymouth patent into the char-
ter limits. Mrs. Mary Dyer also, who came from
Rhode Island to see and encourage these prison-
ers, was herself inprisvned with thew.

At the next court of assistants these four were
sentenced to banishment on pain of death; and
two days ouly allowed them to free the jurisdic-
diction from their hated presence. Mrs. Dyer
and Davis returned home, but the other two be-
ing bound in spuic to remain, went down to Sa-
lem to build up their friends in the faith.

But their movements were narrowly watched,
and they were soon brought back to Boston and
cast into prison, and in less than a month Mrs.
Dyer returning, was castinto prison also. And
thus the charter government, had in their custo-
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dy, three persons whose lives, by the Quaker
law, were forfeited; and all sober and moderate
men regarded the event with intense anxiety.

It was on the 20th of October 1659 that they
were brought hefore the court of magistrates to
receive their sentence, Gov. Endicot, then presid-
ing first ordered the officer to pluck off their hats;
(these Quaker hats seemed as disagreeable to
the charter authorities as their tenets) he then
said, as no punishments hitherta conld keep the
Quakers away, and although the court did not
desire the death of any, yet they must now give
ear and hearken to their sentence. Here Rob-
inson desired to read divers reasons which he
had prepared why he had not left the jurisdie-
tion, but his reqnest was refused.

The paper was published after his execution,
and was in substance,—that being in Rhode Is-
land the I.ord commanded him to go to Boston
and testify against the relers there, and to offer
his life for the truth. He did not hesitate to
obey as a child, believing it became him thus to
show his obedience to the Lord; and that at the
time of his banishment on pain of death, he was
still nnder God’s eommand.

The sentence pronounced on him was thisi—
“Wm. Robinson, you shall be led back to the
place from whence you came, and from thenco
to the place of execution, and to be hanged on
the gallows until you are dead;”’ and he was ta-
ken away.

The Governor then said, Marmaduke Stephen-
son, you are at liberty to speak; but he seeing
how Robinson had been treated was silent.

But after sentence he thus addressed the court;
*‘give ear all ye that are guilty, for the same day
that ye put the servants of the Lord to death,
your visitation will come, and you will be ae-
cursed forever. If you put us to death our
blood will be upon your owu heads, take wara-

H¥*
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ing then, in love I exhort yon, before it is too
late, that so the curse may be removed, for the
Lord hath spoken it, and will perform his word
upon you.”’

Mrs. Dyer next received sentence, to which
she only responded, the will of the Lord be
done; she seemed even joyous and said to the
marshall, as he offered to take her away, that he
might let her alone as she would go back to pris-
on without him. I believe you Mrs. Dyer, said
he, but 1 must obey my orders.

Seven days after, these three were led out to
execution. A multitude attended, anxious to
learn the end; stil doubtful whether their free
charter rulers would proceed to blood; but when
they saw a strong body of horse guards moving
in front and two hundred foot soldiers in the rear
of the prisoners, with druns near them, to drown
their voices if necessary, many became sad, and
queried what manner of people’s self-govern-
ment this might be; and whether a mob of free-
men who should have delivered these innocent
sufferers from the grasp of legal authority, would
not have had the juster cause of the two; but
they were over-awed by the ensigns of their own
authority, a very commen deception ina nom-
inal people’s government, and suffered the wrong
to pass. The secret of popular freedom is to
respect popular sovereignty.

Mrs. Dyer it is true could not denounce the
woes of guiltiness, npon her destrayers,in bold
and solemn strains like her companions, yet in
this death scene, she manifested the superiority
of her sex in patient suffering. She was now
turned of sixty, a widow and a mother of pious
sons and daughters, settled in Rhode Island; and
to her companions she " appeared as a mother,
holding ceeh by the hand as she walked to the
gallows hetween them, and strengthening them
by her example and her words. She said, “‘that
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prieve, the woman is reprieved; and it was so;
her life was saved atthis time by the interces-
sion of her son, which plainly shows that Endicot
and his conneillors, had power over the lives of
their fellow citizens,—a dreadful power in indi-
viduals under free forms of government, for their
ernelty was in the name of the people.

In the mean time Mrs. Dyer’s purpose was
not shaken. She seemed to hesitate, and with
the rope yet about her neck che declared that she
was willing to suffer like her brethren there be-
fore her, unless they would repeal their wicked
law, but as the people began to cry, ‘‘take her
away,”” she was conveyed back to prison; from
whence she wrote to the court the next day that
she did not wish to reccive her life from those,
who with wicked hands had shed the blood of
her friends. <¢I choose fo die rather than to live as
Sfrom you, as Guilty of their innocent blood !”’
were her own words. But notwithstand-
ing this the Massachusetts rulers saw fit to send
her home to Rhode Island at their own charge;
hoping, no doubt, to see her face no more.

But they had to deal with one of the most re-
marknble of recorded martyrs, for in the follow-
ing May she came again to Boston, and appear-
ing openly, they were constrained to notice her.
And when she was brought before the court, En-
dicot said, are you the Mary Dyer sentenced
here the last court? and she said, yea, I am; and
when he 10)d her that to-morrow al nine o’cloek
she must go to the gallows and be banged until
she was dead, she replied, “‘thou saidst this be-
fore. 1 came here before 10 warnyou lo répeal
your wicked law, Iam uvpon the same work
now;’’ take her away, take her away, said the
Governor. ©Onthe following day she was led
out to execution guarded by horsemen and sol-
diers as at the former time. When she was put
up on the ladder, and prepared for execation, it
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wag intimated to her that if she would reecant
she might save herlife. “Nay,”” said she, «I
eannot, for in obedience to the will of the Lord
God I came and in his will I abide faithful to the
dexth.”> What, said they, will you be guiltyof
your own blood. ¢‘Nay, she repiied, [ come to
keep you from hlaod guiltiness—repeal your un-
righteous law against the servants of the Lord.””

They asked her il she would have the prayers
of the Flders. She said, ‘I know never an E}-
der here.”> Will you have any of the people
pray for you? Idesire the prayers of all God’s
people,—and being now ready to depart she sig-
nified the®same to the executioner, and he
swung her off, and she died withouta struggle.
¢8he hangs like a flag, to warn all Quakers,>*
said a church partizan.
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LETTER VIII.

William Leddra was the fourth Quaker hung
for his religion in Boston. He also wasa mis-
sionary to Massachusetts to warn the people of
their errors; and he was a very talented and pop-
ular teacher. Butduring his three years resi-
dence among them, cur lirst charter lu.]ers ceased
not to ply him with hot persecution; oftimes they
imprisoned,—oftimes they scourged him, and
during the whole winter preceding his execution
they kept him in irons like a burglar or a robber.
Yet ashimself declares, ‘*he never turned his
clicek from the smiter, nor his feet from follow-
ing the flock;—and the whip on his back and all
his imprisonments and banishments on pain of
death, and even loud threatenings of a halter, did
no mere move him than if they had bound a spi-
der’s web upon his finger.””  When brought be-
fore his persecutors who were also his. judges
and his judges counsellors, he demanded to
know his crime,

You stand with your hat on, said they, you
say thee and thou and are a Quaker, and you,
moreover, have declared those Quakers, whom
we have executed, to be innocent. “What,”
said Leddra, will you hang a man for ‘speaking
good English, and defending the servants of the
Lord £ ¢“A man,”’ said Dennison, ‘‘may speak
treason in good English.””

“Will you go to England and trouble us no
more ?’” said Bradstreet. ““I have no business
there,”” said Leddra;—¢then you shall go that
way,”’ said this merciful judge pointing towards
the gallows.
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I nnderstand you,”’ said Leddra; I am to
die for breathing the air of voar jurisdiction, but
mark me, I am an Englishman and your fellow
subject, and I appeal to the laws of my own na-
tion and country and if by them I am eriminal,
Iam ready to suffer.”’ ‘““Appeal to England three
thousand miles off,’’ said Dennison with a sneer,
‘‘and what will you gain by that? Send over
your complaint—the nextyear Parliament will
send over here to know what’s the mater;—and
the third year the government of Eagland will
be changed. Be better advised—renounce your
errors, and save your life.”” ¢“What,”’ said Led-
dra, with indigaation, ‘‘and join such wurderers
as you ! —then let every one who meets me
point and say lo ! this is the man who has" for-
sakenthe God of his salvation.”” As he said
this Wenlock Christison who was also sentenced
to banishment on pain of death, walked into
court and stood by the prisoner. Fora moment
the judges were silent and seemed confounded,
at this voluntary offer of human life, and which
they now began to dread the necessity of taking.

Here’s another Quaker, said one.

Bring him forward, Mr. Marshall, said Secre-
tary Rawson,. Sir, is your name Wenlock Chris-
tison?  Yea, said Wenlock.  Were you not
banished at the last ceurt on pain of death >—
Yea, said Wenlock. Then what doest thou
here, said Governor Endicot, fiercely. I came
here, said Wenlock with a loud voice, to warn
you to shed no more innocent blood, and to see
my friend; for the blood you have already shed
now cries to the Lord God for vengeance. T8ke
him away jailer, said Endicot, and as they
seized him he struggled to remain with his
fricud Williaw, whowmn he boldly affirmed they
were about to murder.

Butthe faithand courage of Leddra, and the
fidelity of Christison—virtues which savages



60 LETTERS ON THE

even worship, were powerless upon the charter
assistants and their advisers, so full of holy zeal
were theyand so blind to mere carnal virtue,
though of the highest order, and without dalay
they passed sentence of death upon the prisoner;
and on the 14th of March, 1661, it being Lee-
ture-day, and after divine service he was led
out to be hung, and to preserve the public peace
and to keep off the mob, the levelers, and to
maintain the suptemaey of first charter law, En-
dicot himstlf with a strong military guard con-
ducted the. victim from prison to the gallows.
When he arrived at the foot of the ladder, he
saw Edward Wharton in earnest expostulation
with the multitude against the execution and the
injustice of the rulers, and he said, ¢‘friend
Wharton, remember that ail who would be
Christ’s disciples must take up the cross;’” and to
the people he said, “‘for the testimony of Jesus
and for testifying against deceivers, Iam brought
here to suffer.,”” This Wharton was a Salem
man, and under banishmcnt on pain of death.
As the martyr went up the ladder one in the
crowd regarded him with peculiar interest;—
Leddra called to him also and said, “‘friend
know that this day 1 am willing:to offer up my
life as a witness of Jesns.”> Upon this the man
bocame greatly agitated, and begged ihat he
might speak. ¢Gentlemen, said he, Iam a stran-
ger'to you and your couniry, and yet a friend to
both; but for Jesus® sake, for the Lord’s sake
I pray you take rot uway that raan’s lifs, but re-
member Gamaliel’s council to the Jews. Iam
a seawnau, and lately arrived trom England
and when 1 heard this man was to die for
his religion, I went to see him in prison,
aud methought the Lord did mightily appear in
his words. I thensought out one of the magis-
trates who condemned him, and asked, what was
his crime: He is a rogue, said he, a very
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rogue and has also abused magistracy. Bat I
said, what is that to do with the question? Why
do you kill the man ?  What is your rule, your
law, your avthority 2 But he did not answer.
Gentlemen, you have ne rule, no warrant from
the word of God, no precedent from England,
nor have you authority from the king, whose
name you presume to use, to hang that man.”

““But they tell me he may go away il he will.
Ta it so? Then let him go—let mv have him;
1 command a stout ship, and will gladly tuke
him away from your country. William Leddra
come down, come down (ruw that cursed tree,
they say you may go away if you will, come
down to me William,and I will take care of you.”’

Here a murmaur of upplause ran through the
crowd, but te quiet the execution, the Rev. Mr.
Allen minister of Boston, and who probably on
that day had preached the Thursday lecture,
called out to the people, that such willingness to
die in the criminal, should not move them; for
the apostle had said, **that some should be given
up to strong delusions, and even dare to die for
them.”’

And tne captain of the guard said to the stran-
ger, sir what have you to do in this matter,
William ¢annot go.away, yo» may go away, and
if you take my advice, you will do so quickly.
I shall go away, said the seaman, for of all
sights, to my eyes this is the most cruel.

Orders were then given to make haste, and as
the Jadder was suddenly turned to throw him off,
Leddra had only time to say, ““Lord Jesus re-
ceive my spirit;>” and these were his last words.

And when he was dead and about to be cut
down, Wharton, whose own life was then for-
feit and at the mercy ofthe charter rulers, with
other {riends stood under; and as the body fell
they caught it in their arms; and afterhe was
stripped by the hangman, they laid him in his
grave. 6
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LETTER IX.

The March term of the court of assistants for
1661 closed with the execution of Wm, Leddra,
and thattoo under eircamstances the most gloomy
and terrible. 1f madness ruled the oppressor,
desperatien sustained the persecuted, and every
philanthropist must regard such a conflict with
horror.

The government in their apology to the king
had professed only to stand at the entrauce gnd
to have offered “‘the point’’ to intruders in-self-
defence; those therefors, who rushed upon it,
they said, were ‘fclons de se,’ whose absence on~
ly they desired.

Four we have seen had already rushed upon
that point ond perished; and. five others were
ready, walking openly to and fro within the char-
ter hmits after sentence of bauishment on pain
of dcath, and some of Lthese last were freemen
of the colony. And now whose turn next ? was
the general and anxious enquiry. If the Qua-
kers wouald so freely offer themselves for sacri-
fice, would the ministering priests and magis-
ttates at all shrink from the slaughter, acting as
the agents, and in the name of the people and of
the people’s government, and making-the whole
community responsible for their doings—and
to the world the popular government of Massa-
chusetts seemed engaged 1n the work of popular
persecution, and well might it excite the special
wonder of that age. 45ut when the Massa-
chusetts Quakers seemed without defence be-
fore their enemies, save in the common sympa=-
thy which their sufferings might excite, and acting
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on the fears of the charter authorities, salvation
came suddenly from another quarter.

The news of Leddra’s death, with the danger
of others, reached England, and the brethren:
there, in their alarm applied to the king for pro-
tection, and the result was most happy.

Charles the second was not fond of our first
charter ancestors. They held their patent of
self-government by the gift of his father, yet they
belonged to that school of politics and religion
which cut off his head;—and they favored Crom-
we!l, and cherished the regicides who fled to
America. All this the English Quakers well
knew, and they put into the monarch’s hands
George Bishop’s book on the cruelties: 1o their
gect here. It was in the thirteenth year of his
reign, and when he read the famed sarcasm of
Mr, Assistant Denison on the stability of his
throne, to those Quakers who claimed an Eng-
lish trial, ¢‘that this year they apply to England,
the next, Parliament will send over to inquire,
and the third year the government of England
will be changed ;”’—Charles noted the passage,
and calling to the lords and dignitaries about him,
read it aloud, saying, **lo ! these are my loving
subjects of New England, they seem already to
see with delight my throne shaken, as my fath-
er’s, but I’ll stop their career.”> Whilstin this
torn of mind, Edward Burroughs a great Qua-
ker, obtained an audience and thus addressed
him. <O king, there is a vein of innocent.blood
opened 1 your dominions, which if not stopped
will overflow the whole realm.”” But I will stop
that vein, he replied. Then for the love of God,
said Burroughs, may it be done speedily. As
speedily as you will, said the monarch. And af-
ter further explanation he commanded the Sec-
retary to be called, and he further directed that
a mandamus should be made out. of which the
following is the substance;—it was directed to
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John Endicot and all other Governora of New
England, and to the ministers and officers of alt
plantations there.

Cuarrpes R.

Trusty and well beloved, we greet you
well. Having been inforniéd that several of our
subjects amaong you enlled Quakers, have been,
and are imprisoned by you, whereof sonme have
veen executed, and others in danger to undergo
the like, we do hereby require that if there be
any of rhose people auiong you called Quakers
aow condewmed to suffer deuth or. other corpe-
real punishmeny, or that are iwprisoned and ob-
noxious to the like condemnation, you are to
forbear and proceed no {urther therein, but forth-
with to sead said persons {whether condemned.
or tmprisoned) over into this cor kingdom of
England together with the respective erimes or
offences luid to their charge, 1o the end that they
may be deall with agreeable to our laws and
their own demetits; and for so doing, this shall
be your sufficient warrant and .discharge.

Given at our Court ot Whitehall the
9th day of Sept. 1661.
By his Mojesty’s command
Willinm Morris.

Democrats, this lesson deserves your special
attention. Theirreligiousand profligate Charles.
the second commanding oor puritan ancestors,
through their chosen agents, to take their bands
from each other’s throats; and to take care and
govern themselves with a better respect for each
other’s rights !

Btrange mandate indeed from a despotic throne,
and to a self-governing community. Of what
value is mere parchment liberty without cease-
less democratic vigilance? What tyranny is
worse, than that of a special interest in power,
operating through free forms, be it of wealth, of
the church or combinations of monopolists.



FIRST CHARTER. 65

It now remaincd to pass the royal mandamus
over to the colony, and for this purpose it pleased
the King to grant his deputation to S8amnel Shat-
tuck, a Quaker of Boston, and then in London
under banishment from his native land en pain
of death, and as the business required haste, a
ship was chartered, Ralph Goldsmith, another
Quaker, master, for three hundred pounds, to
sail in ten days, goods or no gnods.

InJune 1661, Wenlock Christison was brought
before the court of assistants; there, both Endi-
cot and Bellingham told him that unless he
would renounce his Quakeristn he should sure-
ly die. Nay, said he firmly, do not deceive
yourselvés, I ghall not change my religion,” or
seek 1g-save my life; you can take it when you
will. "But to the surprise of ail, instead of pro-
ceeding to trial he was ordered back to prison.

The court went into consultation how they
should dispose of him. But they were divided
and for two weeks sat in debate, during
which time it was said the sun shone not 1
the firmament, as if in sadness at the guilty
work. A sure token of the feelings of the peo-
ple, whoalways on like oecasions attribute to
heaven their own sentiments.

At )ast intolerant pride prevailed; and Christi-
son was puton trial, and the jury soon return-
ed a verdict of guilty; and when asked what he
had to say why sentence of death should not be
passed on him, hesaid because he had done noth-
ing worthy of death. Bat, said they, you come
ameng us in rebellion. which is like the sin of
witeheraft, and should be punished,

Christison.—By whit law do you put me to
death ?

Endicot.—We have alaw which condemns
you to death?

C.—Who empowered you te make thatlaw ?

6*
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E.—¥e have a patent, snd are the paten-
tems;—judge if we may not make laws.

C.—But can you make laws repugnant to
those of England ? -

E.—Surely not.

C.—I'hen in your laws against Quakers, you
have gone beyond' your bounds and have for-
feited your charter. Tell me, are you the king’s
subjects? Yea or nay.

What good will an answer do you, said. Sec-
retary Rawson. To know, said Chrigtison,’if you
willown your late petition to the king,wherein you
desire to kneel among his most loyal subjegts.

We are among his most loyal subjects, said
Endicot,

So am I, said Christison, and for aught I
know as good as yourseives, if not-better; for
did the king but know your hearts as God knows
them, he would soon see their rottenness towards
himself; but as we are equally subject to the
same king atid laws, what-have.youto do with
my life here, upon a law of your- own*making,
and not approved by our king or natién. T nev-
er yet heard of English law to hang Quakers.

But there is to hang Jesuits though, said En-
dicot.

Bat you presume to hang me as a Quaker and
not as a Jesuit, therefore I'appeal to the Jlaws of
my own nation.

We have you in our power, said a surly ag-
sigtaut, and shall dispose of yeu whether- you
will ot no.

Hold up your head, said secretary Rawson,

I witbnot, said Wenlock; speak, 1 can hear
thee.

Guilty or not guilty, said the Secretary.

I deny all guait.

But the law condemns thee, said Endicot.

And the Lord doth justify msa, said Wenlock.
Who art thou that-condemnest 7



FIRST CHARTER. 67

The vote for sentence of death was then put
but there was a division . among the assistajte;
a number would not vote to sentence the pris-
oner.. Endicot seeing this, became angry, and
declared that he could find it in his heart to go
howne. ‘

Far better for thee to be at home than here,
said 'Wenlock, for thou art abouta bloody work.

Even the'second vete was confused and un-
certain, which so incensed the Governor, that
he stood vp and said, I thank God I am not
afraid to give judgment, and he then pronounced
sentente of death, to which Christison 1eplied,
the wili of the Lord be done.

But to the court he said, *‘note my words, if
you have power Lo take my life beingas 1 am in
yoar hunds; vet this will be your last, you shail
never more have power to take Quakers’ lives
from thew. Do not think 10 weary the living
God by slaying his setvants. For the last man
you have put to death, here are five come in his
room—if you kill me God can send others of his
servants in my room, that you may have torment
upon toriment, which is your portion—there is ne
peace for the wicked, saith my God.””

Brethren upon this scene comment is unnec-
essary. - Wenlock was sent back to prison, and
in five days after,.the marshall and constable
came with orders for his liberation, with fweniy-
seven more of his suffering compunions, who
had long pined in a dungeon in Bostoa, lor their
testimony of what they conceived the truth.

What means this? said Wenlock, when they
told him he was at liberty. We have a. new
law, said they.

“*What, said he, have you given up- your gal-
lows, lhat last weapon of vour defence? Your
ralers have declared that your old law was.geod
and neeessary’for the peace and safety .of the
country. How have.ysut:bands: bedome weak;
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but the power of God is over you all.””. - This bi-
ling sarcasm under circumstances the.most ' try-
ing to human courage, reveals clearly the spirit
of the man, the charter government had to deal
with onthisoccasion. If all Quakers were such,
persecuion itself wouldrequire sowme codrage;
though usually a most cowardly office.
And even now the prison doors were thrown

openspitefully. For of the twenty-seven to be
liberaied, they took Peter Piersan and Judithr
Brown, stripped them both to the. xfnddl‘e, man
and womapn, fasterfed them to . cart’s-tail side
by side, amd whmped them’ ihrbugh‘&he town -of
Boston, twenty stripes each, the cart driving
slowly that the lash might be put on deliberately.
The peculiar offence nf Pater and Judith waos re-
fusing to'plead to the eharges brought against
them in court, and remaining dumb before their
persecutors.
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LETTER X.

Ralph Goldnmith’s-ship arrived in'Boston har-
bor abott the first of Detember, 1661; it being
also on the Sabbuth day. On board was Samu-
¢} Shattuck the banished Quaker, but now the
king’s deputy and having charge of thie royal
mandamys to thé coloftia] bificers.agd riuisters.
Apd to preserve the segrecy of the ission, no in-
fercurde was alfowed by the taptiin between
the ship’s-company aud the town’s people on
the day of their arrival. Early on the following
morning Ralph and Shattuck repaired to John
Endicot’s house and on knocking at the door, a
man came from his Excellency to know their
business. 'They bid him say to his master that
they had a message from king Charles of Eng-
land tothe governor, and which they could com-
municate in person only.

On bemng introduced, Endicot’s countenance
chunged, when his eye fell upon Shattuck, he
knew that Quaker, for he had pronounced his
sentence of banishmeént; and he ordered his hat
1o be taken off. But when he read the deputa-
tion and the mandanius his countenance changed
again and the parties seemed suddenly to change
‘their relative position, for they gave Shattuck his
hat and Endicot took off his own, in. respect to
the viee royal deputy. ’

Endicot then left thé two and seught out Bel-
lingham for consultation; and they soon returned
an answer that they would obey his Majesty’s
commands. -Goldsmith and Shattuck then re-
turned to the ship and delivered their letters from
England, and ail the company, which was sup -
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posed to consist of Quakers, went on shore and
with their friends in town returned thanks to God
for their great deliverance.

At this time the assistants were in session; the
subject was brought before them, and in ‘a short
time there was a general jail delivery of the Qua-

kers then imprisoned inBoston, by the following
order.

To William Salter, keeper of the prison in
Boston:

You are required by authority and order of
the General Court forthwith to release and *dis-
charge the Quukers who are at present in your
custody. See that youden’t neglect this.

By order ofthe Court,
EpwARD RawsoN Secrefary:

The king’s mandate produced a great sensa-
tion in the colony. They knew that Charles
was jealous of their loyalty, and would lend a
willing ear to the numerous complaints now gath-
ering against them. They therefore appointed
two agents to London; the Rev. Mr. Norton of
the first church in Boston, and Bradstreet, the
distinguished pereecuting aceistant. Thesc were
to learn the king's suspicions against them, and
to represent the people here as his most faithful
subjects. The supposed dangors of the mission
may be learned from the fact, that the agents
tock surety of the governmeat to make geod all
damage, by detention of their persons in England.
They sailed February 10th, 1662,

At Whitehall it was said that their reception
was most flattering; but tothe English Quukers
they were objects of great finterest, as a sample
of their most virulent persecutors. Andin Lon-
don many of these, with George Fox, gathered
round them, to learn what part they sustained
in the cruelties to the TFriends in America.—
Norton it was said, denied any participation in



FIRST CHARTER. 71

those cruelties, but Bradstreet confessed his acts
and defended them. And when Fox, the father
of the sect, asked him by what law -they put his
friends to death, he replied, byithe English law
against Jesuits. But, said Fox, did you believe
these you hung were Jesuits or Jesuitically af-
fected? ond Bradsireet was constrained to say
no. Then, said Fox, you murdered them ! 'The
charge of murder in London, was unpleasant to
the charter ruler, and he exclaimed, what have
you come here to entrap and catch us? ““Thou
hast caught thyself, said the shrewd Quaker,
- and upon thine own, admission, may be brought
to answer here i England for shglives of those
men. 'The fatkier ofWm, Robinson is now in be-
. ing and no Quuker, and were he in London and
found thee out, he would not sctuple to prosecute
thee; and we are daily advised to bring thee to
auswer, by the most loyal of his Majesty’s ser-.
vants, but we shall leave thee with the Lord.”’

This was a most startling intimation,  The
idea of a trial for murder in England was a vision
of terror to the charter agents; who saw at once,
in the then state of the public mind, a strong to-
ken of the most fatal result. 1i thewr new posi-
tion the subject assumed a new and frightful as-
pect; alone and friendless in a distant land they
now could appreciate the feelings of those Qua-
kers they had slain in Masssachusetts.

Upon Norton’s more susceptible mind, the
impression was never effaced, for from the time
of their return, which was quite hasty after this,
all accounts agree, that he pined, and not long
atter died in melancholy mood. From the re-
ception of the king’smandamus the charter pow-
ers ceased capital prosecutions for religion; but
ag if loth to take their hands off the Quakers,
they for a long season and almost to the end of
the charter, continued to whip, fine and imprison
them almost without measure. By a law as late
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as 1677, the year after Philip’s war, they re-
newed the slumbering fires of persecution, be-
cause as theyalleged God’s judgments were up-

on them, in that calamity, for their toleration of
Quakers. In these persecutions more than three
hundred citizens of the republic suffered in their
persons and estates, and many were ruined by
heavy fines, whippings and imprisonments, and in
discouragement left the country. 8¢ numerous:
were the law-made offences against the church

power, a man could bardly speak or move with~
out hazard. To go to a Quaker meeting was
penal, to stay at home was penal, and Quakers
could not be made to attend the regular charter
worship in company with their persecuters ; hence
prosecutions and punishment were of almost daily
occurrence. Those who had property would rath~
er see it wasted than submit, and when they
had none, they were doomed to hard labor, and

in one case two were ordered to be sold out of
the country as slaves to pay their fines, for not at-
tending the rcgular divine worship !

Lawrence Southic and Cassandra his wife
were sober and industrious Quakers of Boston,
and whom God had blessed with two dutiful
children, a son and a daughter. They once had
property of lands and cattle, but by long and
eontinued prosccutlous, and the Jaw against their
sect, and by banishment they were now very
poor. This oppression the children resented and
rofused to attend the established church worship
on the Lord’sday. Upon this they were taken
before a magistrate and fined, and baving no
property were vrdered to work, this they also
refused, and the public treasury waslike to lose
its dues, and thus the case was carried before
the geueral court, whichte raise the money, made
the following order.

¢ Whereas Daniel Southic and Provided
Southic, son and daughter of Lawrence Southie,
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absenting themselves from the public ordinances,
have been fined by the courts of Salem and-Ips-
wich, pretending to have noestate and refusing
to work; the court upen pernsal of a law which
was made upon the account of debls, in answer
to what should be done, for the satisfaction of
the fines, respites; that the Treasnreis of the
several counties are, and shall be fully empower-
ed to sell the said persons to any of the English
nation at Virginia or Barbadoes, toanswer for
said fines.”

Epwarp Rawson, Secretary: «

Under this order, one of the Treasurers actu-
ally sought to send Southic’s children to a slave
market at Barbadoes. But to the lasting honor
of the profession, no ship master could be found
to take them; and one especially affirmed that
shou!d hc be tempted to engage inso foula
business, he would never trust himself at sea
again in the best ship that ever swam, and he
bade the wicked treasurer to go home and re-
pent.

. ‘Democrats, how soft a a word is religious in-
tolerance, for such an act of charter desputisin
as this.

There was a law in those days also, by which
Quakers wight be whipped as vagabonds from
town to town through the gharter limits, and the
several constables as they passed them on from
hand o hand whipped them southerly into the
the wilderness between Dedham and Rhode Is-
land.

On a certain time three young and delicate
Quakeresses went down to Dover, then the most
northerly town in Massachuseits, and wltere
there were many Quakers. Here their move-
ments and exhortations became offensive to Rich-
ard Waldron one of the charter magistrates, and
the following order issued by him will serve as

7
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a sample of maoy others, and of itsclf conveys
mote knowledge of the temper of the times than
any description,

<<Tao the cunstables of Dover, Hampton, Salis-
bury, Newbury, Rowley, Ipswich, Wenham,
Lynn, Boston, Roxbury and Dedham, and until
these vagaboud Quakers are catried out of this
jurisdiction.””

“You and every of youare required in the
king’s name to to take these vagabond Quakers,
Anne Coleman, Mary Tompkins, and Olive Am-
brose and make them fast to the cart’s tail, and
driving the cart through your several towns, to
whlp them upon their naled: backs, not exceed-
ing ten stripes apiece in each town, and so to
convey them from constable to constable till they
are out of this jurisdiction, as you will answer
it at your peril; and this shall be your warrant

FPer me, Ricuarp WALDRON.”

In Dover on a cold day in December Waldron
saw the execution of his own order. Theydung
Quakeresses were stripped to the waist before
him, tied to a cart’s tail and whipped, and when
some present ventured to condemn the cruelty
he put two of them in the stocks. From Dover
they were passed on to Hampton and there
whipped; and from thence te Salisbury. At
Salisbury Walter Barefoot through compassion
tpersuaded the constable to give him the wartant
to take the prisvners 10 Newbury; but haviug ob-
tained it, he set the females at liberty; and thns
ho doubt saved their lives. For by the order
they could be whipped through eleven towns,
and ten stripes in each and over a distance of
eighty miles !

"This cruelty soon built up a Quaker society
in Dover, which long outlived the charter des-
potism; and this is the Waldron who was toma-
bawked in his own bedebamber by the. Indians,
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for his cruelty and treachery to them, they not
being of Quaker forbearance. And to such
agents was committed the lives and liberties of
the freamen of the republic.
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LETTER XI.

Although I do not propose to detail further
the Quaker persecutions, yet it is not for lack of
matter of narrative. ‘Tho colloctions of fines in
those days, for mere law-made offences, wasa
lucrative business. The tonstables and mar-
shaile levied upon the cattle, wearing apparcl, the
farming and household utensils, of the people by
appraisment. It was atthe hard money stand-
ard of coursc, as a paper currency was unknown
under the first charter ; that was the invention
of the crown governors to fill their pockets from
the carnings of the people.

So numerous were these appraisments, that as
they now stand recorded, a correct estimate may
be formed of the gold and silver value of all the
necessaries of life under the first charter. The
result proves that similar products were then
nearly fifly per cent lower than at present.  Co-
temporary writers affirm that more than forty
thousand pounds were thus levied upon heretics
aud varivus defaulters in their religious obliga=
tions, for the use of the charter government and
the ministry ; an immense sum when we con-
sider the poverty of the country. It brought
down a wide-spread ruin although many fatten-
ed upon the spoils of their fellow citizens.

Property in those days changed hands not by
virtuous arts of thrift but by the ariificial opera-
tion of law merely, as under a bank or tariff dis-
pensation. ‘The sacred rights of property were
violated by that government which was design-
ed to protect it. It might, therefore be lost
without sloth or improvidence, or won without
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industry or virtue. This is the essence of des-
potism,

But the most deplorable wrong was the cor-
ruption of the public mind, which under free
forms of government is the ruling power. Tt
was the pollution of the fountains of justice, and
to sustain those high persecuting measures, re-
quired the stimulating of the worst of passions
among the people, and that by the wotst ap-
pliances.

In 1665, John Endicot was Governor, and he
died in the office that year. He was older than
the charter, being one of those to whom it was
originally granted, He was nominated a first as-
sistant in 1629 by the king in London, ard came
over here soon after.

His companions Bellingham and Bradstreet,
were also original patentees, and the three seem-
ed 1o look upon thc patent as their own instru-
ment by which to govern the people. With offi-
ces annually elective, they contrived to keep
themselves in place and influence fur nearly
half a century, whilst old England passed through
two severe revolutions and four reigne. In-
deed they bonsted that their persvnal influence
was hardly subject to change in this republic,
and they even scoffed at the mstability of legiti-
maoy itsclf in the parent government.

The close of Endicot’s life and admiaistration
was marked by the prosecution of five anabap-
tists. On trial it was charged against them ¢ that
they had gathered themselves into a pretended
church estate, in opposition to Christ’s chiurches
in the coluny ;** which was contrary to law and
against the peace. The accused confessed that
they had been rebaptized, established a Baptist
church, and that one of them had administered
the Lord’s supper. Upon this the assistants
degraded and deprived them of their power to

vote as freemen, and whenthese Baptists would
7#
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not ceass the. exercise of their religion, the char-
ter government first impyisoned, and then ban~
ished them.

This, then despised and persecuted sect, is
now the most numerous.in the United States.

From the time that the charter rules attracted
the.unfavorable notice of King Charles by the
capital punishment of his subjects found in the
Jjurisdiction, he never forgot or forgave the ne-
cessity of his mandamus. In the law and the
act, thus taking away- the lives of Englishmen,
not for any crime known to British law, stat-
ute or comman, that jealons monareh saw tha
assamption of sovereignty in his own dominiona
aad by his own subjects.  Well might they then
tremble for that charter under which they ha d
in very deed committed two of the most fearfal
crimes, treason and murder; as the Eaglish
Quakeors had charged against them.

In the king’s letter to the Colony in 1662
sent by Norton and Bradstreet, among other
thinge he commanded <<that in the choice of
Governor and assistants, the only consideration
to be had should be the wisdom, virtue and in-
tegrity of tho candidates, that all froe-holders of
competent estates, not vicious though of dif-
ferent persuasions concerning church govern-
ment, should have their votes in the cleetion of
all officers civil and military, and that his letter
should be published.

Yet none of the king’s injunctions were obey-
ed. Church power would not trust the elective
franehise in dissenters hands ; and whom they
could not cunuul through the  machinery of
church discipline. Nay, they wouid not trust
the liberty of the press, for this same year they
placed it under the conirol of wwo licencers cre-
ated by law, and thus under a people’s self gov-
ernment, the people were made to distrust their
own judgment as to what they oughi to read .
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Tn lieu of obedience, they sentthe king over
8 ship load of mats for his royal savy, with a
most loval letter, and thes continued their old
practices.

From this period we date the decline of the
charter. Three years after. the king sent over
five commissioners to regulate the colony upona
plan he drew up embracing toleration, but after
a long and anxisus mission, they returned an vn
favorable report.

From 1666 w0 *72, Bellinghamn was aunually
Governor ; and in "73, Mr. Leverett was ealled
to the office, and which he administered faithfuf-
ly to 1678, and through that bloedy cosflict
with the New-England Indians called Philip’s
war. It was waged for externination on both
sides ; and bore more heavily on Massachusetts
in precious lives and treasure, in proportion to
ite means, than did che revolutionary struggle.

In 1679, Bradstreet, at the age of 76, first
obtained the execative oflice, having sought it
for fifty years, and be was annunally electad,
whilst the government stood.

It was under this Governor that effective
measores were first moved in England against
the charter. ; and in connection with these, the
notorious Edward Randolph first appears in our
hitory. Ho camse kore in Philip’s war, the
year of the bloody Narraganset swamp fight, and
as an illomened messenger, he seemed a portion
of the public distross. He prosented to the
governor and magistrates the king’s letter, culling
them to answer divers complaints, copies of
which were also transmatted, und from the time
of his first mission to the country he seems
to have resolved the overthrow. of the charter
govermment. In the nine following yearshe made
eight voyages to New England, and all, as was
supposed, on errands of mischief and disturbance
between the colony and the crown.
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The manifest failure of the charter govern-
ment Lo ‘secure to the people their rights of per-
son and property, brought great scandal upon
the gause of popular self government, and of
which Randolph and his master Charles, care-
fally - availed themselves.

And it was so, that this British king, both
tyranical and intolerant at home of all that cross-
ed his interest, seemed here the advocate of all
good freedom,and the great refuge of all here op-
pressed, under a republican government! A
novel spectaclein those times; but men had yet to
learn the despotism of all special interests in
power under republican forms. Now itisa
common lesson, In 1683, Randolph brought
over the Quo Warranto against the charter ; but
with the king’s promise, that if the colony would
submit he would regulate the government mere-
ly, but not destroy it.

Upon this the assistants, as was quaintly said
¢ showed more of the willow than the oak,’’ and
they passed a resolve, ¢ that they would not
contend in law with his Majesty , but would
humbly lay themselves at his royal feet in sub-
mission to his pleasure.’””> They needed some
of the courage of old Mary Dyer whom they
slew in the days of their power.

One impulse of Democracy alone appeared on
this occasion. The House of Deputies indorsed
on this lowly resolve the following :-—

<« Nov. 30, 1683, The Deputies consent not.
WiLLiam Torry, Clerk.”

The prosecntion proceeded ; the Quo War-
ranto was returned, a Scire Facias issued, and
was returned also, and on the 18th June, 1684,
judgmert was entered up upon default for his
Majesty, the charter decreed void, and the fran-
chise seized on for the erown, and the coleny
then forced to submit to such government as
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was imposed on it. But Charles never saw
the settlement of that guvernment for he sur-
vived the charter but a short time.

Nor did his unfortunate successor, James the
second ; during whose short reign the Golony
was governed under two royal commissioners,
the first to Mr. Dudley as president 6F a “eduncil
of government, which lasted but a few months,
and the secondto Sir Edmund Andros for all
New Fngland.

Sir Edmund arrived in Boston barbor in a
fifty gun ship called the Kingfisher, December
190, 1686, and immediately took upon himself
the government; in which he continned for
about three years.

He was in fact a Viceroy, and proveda ty-
rant. He turned upon the old charter rulers
with bitter persecution. He threatened to shut
up their meeting houses declaring that their con-
gregational religion was worse than none; and
he demanded conformity to the Church of Eng-
Jand. The validity of their marriages and their
titles to the lands he also called in question—the
former because their ministers were mere lay=
men and eould not cclcbrate marringe, and the
latter because, when the first charter was made
void, all tifles under it perished also; and he re-
quired ghéat sums for a renewal of titlee.—
At last his manifold tyrannies and exactions
aroused the people and in April 1689, they ar
rested and inprisoned and finally seat him to
England.

The accession of Willlam and Mary to the
English throne about the same time ‘saved all
bad consequences from thal strong measure.

From this period, to the arrival of the second
charter in 1692, the old charter fors were in a
measure revived, and with them came in the
old charter influences of church and clergy peod-
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ing which commenced the celebrated witch per-
seculion, a detail of which is'reserved for other
letters.
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LETTER XII.

We now commence some detail of the witch
persecutions from 1645 to the 2d charter, 1692.

It is democratic doctrine, that sanity, benev-
olance and justice, are the natural attribntes of
the public mind. Were it otherwise, we may
see at once that men would lack the power of
self.gavernment and conld not dwell together
in society, or as a nation.  Thereforé shat gov-
ernment is the most perfect, which gives the
freest action to the public wisdom and goodness
upon ita policy ; for in these and these alone,
all our rights find rest, by a common protection.
But whenever private, special interest acts direct-
ly upon the policy of the government, and con-
trolls it, we are not under the protection of the
public wisdom and goodness, but sxposcd to the
tyranny of private avarice or ambitton, or per-
haps both. It was nct for the. common in-
torost of roligion, but to quict the jealonsy of the
church political, the party of privilege, that the
blood of martyrs flowed. And we may well
supposc that great labor and art were necessa-
ry to deprave and corrupt the public mind; to
sustain the costly sacrifice. And it is profitable
for us to learn those. means by which this was
effected.

And among the first we may name panic mak-
ing 5 to torture the public mind as. they. did in
those days, by ceaseless alarms of coming jadg-
gments and a prostration of all religion ; as in
1678, it resvunded from all the pulpits, that
the terrible scourge of Philip’s war, was a judg-
ement sent to punish the toleration of Quakers.

To this end bold and vigorous fiction was em-
ployed. T may well say bold, because in the
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portion of history I shall now recite, they streteh-
ed over all minor conceptions, and imaged Satan
himself as a restless, roving minister of evil, let
lovse among the people of the colony.

Of course he hated all holiness, and more es-
pecially the New Englund churches.

For 1t was famed thet the Indinns here were
his worshippers, and their powows were his
priests, and that he exceedingly delighted in
their rude and afftic devotion 5 and as it is a rule
with Pagan divivities to claim the country of
their devotees, 86, this American” Satan looked
upon all pious people here as wrongful intruders
upon his domains and watched them sharply for
mischief.

We indeed may smile at this hypothesis, but
it snited the times and was pat to the purpose of
its-inventors, and they rvegularly explained by it,
all the opposition to first chayter dowination.

This is shown by a reference to authorities.
Cotton Mather says in his church history, that the
devil appeared in the sedition of Roger Wil-
ltams. OFf Mrs. Huatchinson he wrote, that witch-
craft was in her family and played around her
bed ; and that in her exile, she bore as many
monsters as she had invented wicked heresies.
So'said the Rev. Mr. Weid, of Roxbury, and also
the great Hooker of Connecticut.  And another
minister publicly declared that the ““Quaker
light” was but a filihy hell-vdpor. Gov. Endieot,
as I have stated when he ordered their ears to be
cut off, said they had no commission to come
into this jurisdiction, but from the devil. And
aboye all there stood upon the statate book the
old Cottoniar faw of 1645, against witcheraft al-
ready cited, a false recognition, by the highest
authority of the devil’s power to appear in the
colony; nay, by a strangd construction it was
made .an act of conjuration, a summons to
come forth, and which he was well pleased to
obey.
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Bu never did priest or king. or any speeinl
interest, employ a more potent or treacherous
agent to sustain unhallowed power, They veri-
fied to the letter, and in hloody records the truth
of the old adage, that, **whoso deals with the dev-
il, will have a hard master.”> For from the time
that policy loosed him within the eharter limits,
he, or evil-minded men in his name, held not on-
ly the peace of the country, but the livesand for-
tunes of the eitizens, at will; and he roamed in
terror through the land. And thoes those who
most vigorously pushed harmless religionists like
the Quakers, Baptiste, &e. from the Jjurisdiction,
Iet iu the father ofall mischief, by solemn law;
80 short-sighted are all, who employ bsd agents
or public evils or embarrasements, tosustain or
aequire, political power.

Within ene year after the statute recognition
of witcheraft, in the jurisdictiou, a case ooeurred.
It was in Springfield upon the Connecticut river,
and in the family of the Rev. Mr. Moxam. Twe
of his children botook themselves to cxtreme
oddities in speech and behaviour, and it wag
readily supposed they were bewitched, but there
was no prouf to fix the sorcery upon any one,
until three or four years afterwards, when an
old weman of settled witch reputation, wupon
close.examination was said to have confessed
her guilt, and here the‘matter rested.

The case of Mrs. Margaret Jones of Chatles-
town was fatal. She was reputed a “witch of
such extraordinary malignity, that her touch
would produce deafness, blindness, sickness at
the stomach and violent pains, and iu 1648 she
was tried and executed.

In disgust and distress, her husband went on
board a vessel to leave the countryy and them
the vessel began to rock as if it wonld upset, and
80 continued for twelve hours. Upon this the
enemies of Jones procured a warrant of arrest
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from tne Governor and assistants, then sitting at
Boston; gnd when he was iruprisoned, the ves-
sel becamme quiet. There were on board this
veasel atthe time as she lay in Charles River,
eighty horses, shipped for Barbadoes, and this
was the witcheraft that rocked the vessel; and
aswe hear no more of Joneg, no douht the as-
sistants saw the error and released him.

[n 1652, the yecar that old Massasoit and the
Reov. John Cotton died there was another ease
at Springfield. Haugh Parsons was indicted for:
witcheraft. The jury found bing guiity; but the
wagistrates who tried the cause would not agree
to it and under a law of 1651, it was carried to
the general court, where the man was dis~
charged.

The next, was the case of the: widow Hib-
bins, whom Gov. Endicot and the-assistants bung
for witcheraft May 27, 16566. Her husband ‘was
a rich Boston merchant, and an assistant when
the law against’ witcheraft was passed, and thus
he qualified his enemics in tho devil’s name, to-
put a halter about his wife’s neck. She was a
haughty dame and was not, they thought, suffi-
ciently humbled by her husband’s great loss . of
property in later life, and she came under church:
discipline and censure. Butthis only inflamad
her hot temper, and a witch prosecution cduld
alone reduce her to reason. At her trial it was’
proved, that having once seen two persons in
the strect talking, she said she kmew it was
about her, and uphappily she guessed right.—
'Fhis turned the case against her, and shg thus
lost her life. At her trial they searched her body
for the devil’s mark as they did the Quaker mai-
dens, Mary Fisher and her friends in less than
two mounths afler; but none were found. Before
execution Mrs. Hibbens made her will, and there-
in begged her frieuds to respect her body, and
give it Christian burial. But the whole colony
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rang with her story. It was exceedingly alarming
to the rulers that Satan should presume so high
as an assistant’s widow, and for more than thirty
yeurs there wers no witch  executivas here, al-
though there were many supposed cases of the
offence.

In 1662 witcherafi passed over to Connecti-

cut. In Hartford at that time, there was im-
prisoned as a witch, a Mrs. Greensmith and the
peculiar artthat was used to entrap and convict
her deserves our notice.
- In the same place there lived a girl whom they
called Ann Cale, and much. admired for her
beauty.and ingenuity. She understoodthe Putch
and French languages, rare attainments then, but
which of themselves would hardly excite suspi-
cion to her prejudice, even inthe realm of blue
laws. But she possessed in addition to these,
the power of ventriloguisin in a high degree, and
all combined, came very near to her own un-
doing; indeed they quite undid old Mrs. Green-
smith.

Ann Cole at first only amused herself with the
little ones of her own farhily, and when she
practiced the deceptive art in the Dutch lan-

wage, the unearthly jargon seeming to come
no visible object, it afforded her great amuse-
ment to see the terrified urchins gather round the
very cause of their alarm for protection. Sue-
eess tempted her on, and she began to amuse
barself with her neighbors. When they came
in and were seated perhaps the chair would seem
to compliment them with ““how do you do?”’
and if they started up in surprise, ‘“‘pray keep
your seat,”” would follow in a low coaxing tone;
and then the honse cat seated in Ann’s lap would
sing melodiously. But although the facetious
maiden never suffered these pastimes to pass
without explanation, yet some doubted, and eyed
her with jealousy and circulated strange stories,



88 LETTERS ON THE

and before she had thonght of conscquences, ru-
mor had declared ber a sort of Magdalene, and
that her demons talked to each other, in a strange
variety of languages. These reports excited the
attention of two clergymen of the place and they
obtained Miss Ann’s censent to approach her
a0 near when a conference of her spirits took
place, as to hear and write down the particulars;
and herein commenced the only veritable witch-
craft of the case; for Ann Cole’s veutrilegquism
or the listening ministers, feigned the supposed
demons to converse with Mrs. Greensmith as one
in league with them to do mischief, a foul slan~
der in either case,and which cost the peor woman
herlife. The clergymen then repaired to prison,
they said the accused was much agitated upon
learning the discovery they had made, and by
sharp interrogatories was made to confess her
familiarity with the devil. She had not signed
his book, or made a covenant with lum, but at
the then coming Christmass, she was to be ready
for a high frolic and then -all was to have been
finished. Strange hymenials for a woman of sev-
enty-five and the mother of ten sons and daugh-
ters and abundance of grandchildren; and it does
not even appear that she was a widow. How-
ever the poor woman was hung without scruple,
or space for repentance, and without apparant
pity for her future state; or whether in her exe-
cution they were doing the devil a good or iil
service.
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LETTER XIII.

In October 1671 a demon, it was said entered
into Elizabnth Knapp, an unmarried girl of Gros
ton, and he caused her alternately to weep and
langh, and then in great agitation to call out-
money, money, like a modern paper banker.—
On the 17th of December following this demon
began again to speak in the young woman and
to utter horrid railings against the minister of the
town, but without harm to his character, as the
people would not believe him.

Ha next made Fhzaheth acense the minister’s
wile as the cause of all her woes; but in this al-
s0 heobtained no credit; for the pious woman,
after prayers with her accuser made her confees
the siander; and the devil had toshift his quar-
ters, for he can never do his business unless he
can maintain some reputation.

In 1679 a demon probably the same infested
a house in Newbury. Sticks and stones were
thrown at the family, by an invisible hand; and
a staff which hung against the wall, began to
swing of its own accord; and then leaped down
and danced on the hearth, and when they scized
it to burn, it could hardly be held on the fire.—
Soa dish, when the owner of the house was
writing, leaped into the pail and thcew water on
his work. At length the terrified family oried
to God for help; and then the demons were
heard to say mourafully that they had no more
power, and scon departed.

In 1682 one Desborough of Hartford was pos-
sessed of a ehest of clothes, claimed by his neigh-
bor, but which he would not give up. Soon af-

g
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ter many stones, and corn cobs, were thrown at
him by an invisible hand. They came in at the
doors of the house, and through the windows
and sometimes even.down chimney. At length
fires were set on his lands which did him much
damage. Whereuponhe gave up the clothes and
his vexations ceased.

So about the same time, a Quaker at Ports-
mouth, withheld from an old woman of histown,
a lot ofland which she glaimed as her own; and
stones soon began to be thedwn at his house by
an invisible hand. When they were picked up,
it was said they were found hot, and smelt of
brimstone, by which it was readily known from
whence they came. Upon this the snbdued and
terrified Quaker settled with the woman and
his treubles ceased. Both these cases are re-
corded, as examples of witcheraft. Yet to us
they seem to be those where claimants of prop-
‘erty, sbek other remedies than courts of law.

But among these examples of foolery, there 1s
recorded one tale of horror. It appears that at
Hartford, and about the time of Ann Cole’s ease,
one Mary Johnson a young girl in her minority,
was indicted and tried by the supreme ccurt for
familiarity with the devil !

The jury returned her guilty; and that mainly
upon her alleged confessions. I will transcribe
a portion of Cotton Mather’s history of this caee.
““The girl said that her first familiarity with the
devil began in her discontent, and by her often
saying the devil take this and that, and some-
times wishing the devil would do this or that
for her, until at last the devil did appear and
tendered her what services might best content
her. Then if her master blamed her for not car-
rying out the ashes, the devil would come and
clear the hearth for her. So when she was sent
to drive the hogs out of the corn-field, the devil
would 80 chaseand frighten them as to make
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her laugh most merrily. She further contessed
that she had murdered a child and committed un-
cleanness with both men and devils;’’ and it
was for an illicit intercourse with the latter, that
the Connecticut governor hung this young wom-
an.
After her sentence the Rev. Mr. Stone of Hart-
ford visited her in prison and as he verily thought
was successful in turning her heart towards the
true God. 8o that when led out to execution
she expressed a humbte hope in the mercies of
redemption; and died much to the satisfaction of
those gathered round the gallows.

In this black transaetion whe does not see the
full success of some vile seducer of female vir~
tue, in an apparent legalized destruction of his
victim. Yet it is called a case of lamentable
witcheraft. 8o it was with those who slew the
innecent.

In 1685 or 6 a book was published at Boston
with the approbation of the ministers and niagis-
trates. It recited the cases I have named with
many othersand contained various arguments ‘to
fortify their eredibility. The Rev. Cotton Math-
er of Boston, a man of great influence in church
and state was the author; though he at the time
withheld his name. He was then a young min-
ister of about five and twenty, theson of Mr. In-
crease Mather then president of Cambridge col-
lege,—a position then of greater civil and church
power than any other in the lond, he was also
the grandson of the great John Cotton. Cotton
Mather’s opinions and turn of thought were in
harmony with those who then ruled in Massa-
chusetts, and we thus consider him.

This book produced the notorious witch case
of the Godwins, of which he also published an
account commencing thus. <“Haec ipse miser~
ima vidi.>> John Godwin, was a Deston mer-
chant, a character of thefirst respectability, and
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he sat under the teachings of Mather himself. —
A poor Irish woman called Glover, with her
daughter lived near him. The young Glover of-
ten served in Godwin’s family, and on a certain
time being accused by bis eldest daughter of
some little theft, she cast back a denial and abuse
for the accusation. "T'he 'mother came up also
and defended her child, and her passion and
wild Irish accent, so terrified the little Godwin
that she was thrown into hystericks, and they
were kept up from day to day. Her caze ex-
cited great commiseration in the neighborhood
and the physicians who were called in, being pna-
zled, pronounced it a ‘*preternatural visitation;”’
a very significant phrase, by which all under-
stood that the little muid was bewitched. Next
ber little sister, and two brothers seeing what
was going on, had fits also and were afflicted by
theinvisibles. They declared they were pinched
and pricked by some one whow they knew not,
and then at times they would seem deaf, damb
and blind; and sometimes their mouths would be
forced wide open and then suddenly brought to-~
gether with great violence, to the great hezard
of their tongues.

In great trepidation, the Boston and Charles-
town ministets kept a full day of fasting and
prayer at Goedwin’s afflicted house; this cured
the youngest and mildest innocent, who said that
she was now quite well, but the others, less
pliant, denied that they were any better, and
nought remained but to seek out and punish the
witeh, aceording to law: But by what law?
Sir Edmund Andros now ruled all New England
asviceroy under James Fl. The old Cottonian
Iaw against witeheraft under which they bung
Mrs. Margaret Jones and the widow Hibbins, per-
ished with the old charter in 1685, and no other
law had beon pnsscd; and it was nota cumimon
law offence. Stoughton and Dudley, both first
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charter rulers, were now also supreme jndges,
lately commissioned by 8ir Edmund; and these
at the solicitation of Mather and others, ven-
tured to arraign and to try Mistress Glover for
witeh practices on the Godwin family. But she
was a stranger to the Janguage and t00 ignorantto
understand legal proceedings, and when asked
to plead to her indictment, her answer was un-
intelligible. The court then swore an interpre-
ter, and he soon confessed himself puzzled de-
claring that he believed some other witch, or the
devil himseif had confounded her language, lest
she should tell tales. They then searched Glov-
er’s house and some rag babies were found
stuffed} with goats hair. . We must know that
the woman was a Catholic and sold toys,

Whea oue of these images or puppets was
brought into court, the witch swiftly and oddly
startad up and seized it, and immediately one of
the children had a sad fit before the court and as-
sembly. The judges noted the fact; and re-
peated the experiment and with she same result,
as it was said, the children saw not when Glov-
er laid her hand on thé babv images. Intha
end the court were satisfied that she used these
dolls mysteriously in her work of torment. She
owned also that there was nna who washer
prince, but did not say whether he were the pope
or the devil. It was suggested that she might be
crazed; hut a jury of doctors returned, that she
was compos mentis. She was finally sentenced
to death and executed in Boston; yet the afflicted
children did not recover but rather grew worse,
or they improved by practice, for they would
now bark at each other like dogs and then they
wonld purr like cats. They would protend to
be in a red hot oven, and panted and sweat ac-
cordingly; and then that they were cast into cold
water and appeared very chilly.

But as there were miany who doubted the hon-
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esty of the (lodwins, Mather informs us that be
took the eldest to his own house, that he might
have a critical knowledge of those things, which
would qualify hins to refute the infidelity of the
debauched age, as he called it, in which he lived;
and he there experimented with the little damsel
and wuch to his savsfaction,

It was current doctrine then, that all pious
books were very offensive to witches and those
under the power of wichcraft; and Mather found
that his Miss Godwin abhotred the Bible, the As-
sembly’s Catechism, and his grandfather Cot-
ton’s “*Milk for Babes,”” a little work, once quite
popular. DBut Popish books, Quaker books and
the book of common prayer gave her no offence.
This last she called her Bible, and gave it more
than ordinary respect. Books in proof of witch-
craft she woald net tonch, butsuchas ridiculed
the notion, and jest books gave her great delight,
and the more profane they were, the merrier they
made her. And Cotton marvelled at her discern-
ment.

Sometimes the devil would bring Miss Gogd-
win a horse, and then she had. all the graceful
motions of an equestrian. One day she rode op
stairs into the minister’s stady, whereupon she
suddenly cried out as if surprised, ‘“‘they are
gone: God won’t let them come here;”’ and
she Was at once cured, and sat reading the Bi-
ble and other good books for a long time. But
when she left the study the demons returned,
with her horse, and she frolicked as before.—
This experiment of the charmed study, was
tried before many visitors and with- the like suc-
cess.  Mather’s experiments further satisfied him
that Miss Godwin’s demons uanderstood Latin,
Greek, and Hebrew, but none of the Indian lan-
guages. The ministers of Boston and Charles-
town now kept another day of fasting and prayer
at Godwin’s house and this cured the children
there.
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But still the one at Mr. Mather’s was not im-
proved. From long indulgence she waxed wan-
ton and endeavored to play tricks upon her ben~
efactor. She seemed to think his credulity end-
less, and played off upon him some disrespect~
ful and manifest deceptions. This the devout
man could not endure and he sat about her cure
in good earnest; and accordingly, as he says, he
besought the Lord thrice in three days of prayer,
with fasting, and the Godwin family saw their
deliverance perfected, This seems a near ap-
proach to some of the scripture miracles.

The printed narrative of these things was fully
attested by all the Boston and Charlestown min-
isters; and even the famed Richard Baxter wrote
u preface to the work in London, and therein de-
clared, that he must be a Sadducee indeed, Wwho
would not believe it.
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LETTER XI1V.

It is manifest, that the publication of the witeh
cases I have named, with the approbation of the
magistrates aud ministers, and the turn thereby
given to the whole subject, gave sanction to all
wittlr prosecutions, as both pious and patriotic.
Yet the natural effects of this measure did not
immediately appear. The tyrranny of Sir Ed
mund Andros then began to engross the public
mind. He presumed 10 tread upou thut church
power, which had solong ruled the land; and
being a vigilant and potent enemy, witcheraft for
a while remained unheeded.

The viceroy and his creature Randolph was
imprisoned by the people as I have already sta-
ted, in 1639; and immediately a council of safe-
ty was formed, and which was virtually the gov-
ernment. 'These chose for their president, the
old charter governor, Bradstreet.

In June that year, the representatives of the
people met at Boston. They renewed the old
charter form of the government, but it was pow-
erless. They could not resume the charter it-
self, for it had been made void in chancery. In-
deed, for more than two years, there was no le-
gitimate government, and the colony was ex-
pecting a new patent from William and Mary.—
Yet it was during this interval, when there was
no law against it, statute or common, or magis-
trates qualified for the inquisition, that witch-
craft began to be prosccuted at Salemn village..—
Thisis a startling fact in our history, and shows
how ill understood were the just and equable
principles of a derpocratic government,
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This tragedy alsv began in a minister’s family.

The Rev. Samuel Parris, was educated at
Cambridge. He first engaged in trade, but be-
ing unsuccessful he turned to the ministry and
was settled at Salem village. At the time now
in view, his parish was ina high quarrel of
whieh his arts to obtain the fee instead of the im~
provement for life only of the parsonage farm,
was the cause. And whilst thus warm with mu-
tual malevolence, pastor and fock, the current
notions of witcheraft suddenly - placed in their
power the means of mutual revenge; and they
were at once fully delivered over to the effecls
of their own excited wrath. A very natural bt
very terrible panishment.

It was a horrid policy in the charter govern
rhent to ever use the devil to overawe the peo-
ple. A boundless power of evil, which a child,
as well as a minister, or a charter ruler, could
set in motion; and then whoever could might
lay him.

In the latter part of February, 1692, two child-
ren in the Parris family, both about ten years
old, Elizabeth his daughter, and Abagail Wil-
liams his niece, began to behave in a strange
manner; they would- creep under chairs, sit in
uncommon attituded and utter language which
none could understand; and as they were pitied
and indulged, their freaks increased until it was
thought they were very like the Godwins and
must be bewitched; and the physicians when
called in confirmed the opinion. Mr. Parris only
increased their malady by holding a day-of sel-
emn prayer at his house with the neighboring
ministers.

But he had in his family two slaves, Johu and
Tituba his wife. The squaw was from New
Bpain and once a subject of the old Montezumian
empire and ‘prohably was imbuod with some
of its gloomy and unfathomable superstitions.—

9
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Ilex thoughts too seemed as busy as her mas-
ter’s, and she told him that although no witch
herself, she once served a mistress who was, and
who taught ber how (o (iud thewn vut; and she
would try upon the children without hurting
them. Parris greedily took with her scheme, and
he saw hier whilst she took rye meul and kucad-
ed a cake, which she saltedin a peculiar man-
ner, and which she said, when baked in green
cabbage leaves in the embers, and eaten by the
two girls, would make them see their torment-
ors; and she continued the experiment. But al-
though both she and her master affected to act
and talk mysteriously, yet the children as they
crept about shrewdly under the chairs, eyed the
cookery with a very jealous interest, and when
they became conscious that the unsavory morsel
was for their mouths they grew restive; for no
necromancy could satisfy them that Tituba’s
briny bread was like gingerbread, or any thing
good, and they began to show a rational opposi-
tion. But Tituba said they must eat, and Mr.
Parris began to use authority. ¢I’ll smell on’t,””
said little Elizabeth, “now won’t thatdo ? say
yes, say yes, do good 'Litty.”” But she shook
her head. Bless me, said the father, how natu-
ral they seem; and about the same time the slave
pulled the rank cake from the embers, and as
the hotscent filled the room, Abagail cried out,
there ! there ! I see them, I see them as plain
as day, and so do I, said little Elizabeth:—O
how many ! and there’s old Tit too, she torments
us, old T'it torments us, said they both.

1t was now all over with the Mexican. Invain
she frowned and coaxed by turns; or denied that
the girls could see witch spectres by the smell
of her cake only. She discredited her own mag-
ic and which they would sustain for self defence,
and the more she labored thus, the more they
professed to be tormented, until Parris himself
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took their part and threatened Tituba with pun-
ishment unless she confessed and disclosed her
confederate witches.

And John too, her husband, when he saw her
in distress, meanly deserted her, He told mas-
ter Parris that the girls no doubtspoke the truth;
that she had for a long time tormented him
and was an old hand atit. DBut discouraged and
deserted as-she was, her master’s whip alone, as
she afterwards allirmed, brought her to lie, and
to confess that the devil engaged her to sign his
book, and to afflict the children.

And thus was acquited the spectral vision by
the affliéted so much nsed.and so fatally for the
peace of the country, as weshall hereafter see.
Tituba wag imprisonea, and so continued, until
sold 10 pay her prison fees ! And again Mr. Par-
ris fasted and prayed at his house a whole day.

Iis family now excited a general sympathy
and consideration, which others were willing to
share. Their persecutions, Satan beirg the author,
were somewhat honorable, and Aon Putnam an
older girl of the neighborhoed, instigated by her
mother no doubt, pretended to be afilicted also.
Thus fortified, they now complained of Sarah
Good, and a Mrs, Osborn. It was supposed that
the equivocal characters of these, caused the ac-
cusation; and it was the more readily credited.
They were committed by two Salem magistrates,
the first week in March. OfOsborn we hear no
more; but Mrs. Good was finally executed,

It is almost incredible, and yet it is sober his-
tory, that a little daughter of Sarah Good five
vears old only, was accused by the afflicted of
tormenting them; and they showed what they
pretended were the prints of the child’s little
teeth on their arms! The Salem magistrates
committed this mere infant {or witcheraft, but as
we hear ne more of her, she was prebably liber-~
ated without further harm.
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Abont this time there was a great fuat at Sa-
lem; and another proclaimed by the government
threughout the colony, <that the Lord would ef-
fectually rebuke Satan and eave his people.”’
And the afflicted accusers multiplied aaily, and
there were added to the number Ann Putnam’s
mother, goodwives, Pope, Bibber and Goodall,
maidens, Mary Walcott and Mary Lewis; also
Tituba’s husband John; he turning accuzer to
save bimself from being accused.

About the same time, a society was formed in
Salem for the detection of wiiches, and these
procured the accusation and commitment of
many. This formidable band of accusers now
cried out against two aged females who were
church members, by the yawes of Curey and
Nurse. Mrs. Nurse belonged to the church in
Salem under the Rev. Mr. Noyes; and Mrs. Co-
rey was of Mr. Parris’ flock. This was a dark
business. It was supposed that Parris instigated
the accusation. For when made, he gave it pub-
licity and strength; and onthe following Liord s
day he preached in his pulpit from this text:
<‘Have I not chosen twelve and one of youisa
devil.”

A Mrs. Cloyes, sister to Nurse, was at the
meeting and during the furious and uncharitable
sermon which followed her distress for her sis-
ter’s life, which it moch endangered, constrained
her to leave the meeting. A high wind closed
the door snddenly after her and it was said that
she showed temper; and on the following Mon-
day an-accusation for witcheraft by the Parris
family, and those under its control, went afier
her, upon which she was carried before Hath-
orn and Currier for examination, This charge,
we know must have been both malicious and
false, as it was sustained by perjury.

A further knowledge of the temper and inso-
lence of those, in whose power the lives and lib-
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erties ofthe citizens were now placed, may be
gathered from this incident. On the 9th of March
a Mr. Lawson, minister of Scituate, preached for
Mr. Parris, it being the Sabbath day, and the be-
witched band were present. After the psalm
had been sung, Abagail Williams called out to
him to stand up and name his text, and when he
did so, she said it was very long indeed, In the
discourse, he explained some point of doctrine
at considerable length, when Mrs. Pope said
loudly, ““now take up some other point, the peo-
ple have had enough of that.”> In his improve-
ment he made reference to doctrines which he
said he beid established. *‘Pray,’ said Abagail
agamn, ““what doctrines doyou mean?” And
then Ann Patnam suddenly cried out, there!
there ! Isee alittle yellow bird sitting on thg
minister’s cocked up hat;there where it hangs
on the peg in the pulpit. This was spectral vis-
ion, nobody else saw it and it seemed to be con-
sidered that the devil thus scoffed and jeered the
congregation through the mouths of the afflicted.
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LETTER XV.

The six committments now made of the fe-
males—Tituba, Osborn, Good, Corey, Nurse,
and Sarah Good’s little daughter, were upon the
assumed authority of the two Nalem magistrates
alone, instigated by Parris. On the 11th of April.
Danforth the Deputy Governor, with the couneil
came down from Boston and sat formally with
Hathorn and Curwin in the place of power.—
The Governor Bradstreet the old patentee, who
bung the Quakers, was now almost ninety; and
ifl qualified for the new service. Many of the
neighboring ministers were also present.

This terrible witch inguisition gave a sanction
to the delusive and malicions prosecutions, and
sealed the doom of many innocent victims.

The inquisitors, the accused and a cloud of
spectators, metin a large meeting house, Mr.
Samuel Parris being employed as clerk, and as-
suming also a leading partin the production and
examination of witnesses. The Rev. Mr. Noyes
of Salem, an enthusiast in witch huntiug opened
the business with prayer. After which one of
the accused begged that she might go to prayer
also; but Danforth told her, they had comethere
to examine into her witcherafts, and not to hear
her pray ! and she gave it up.

Mr. Parris then began business by calling up
as a witness Titnba’s hushand John. That cun-
ning trecacherous slave knew well how to please
his master and save his own neek; and living in
tho Parris family he knew also the views and
wishes of those who now controlled the witch
accusations.



FIRST CHARTER, 103

Question.—John; who hurts yon?

A.—Goody Procter first, and then Goody
Cloyes.

Q:—What did ske do to you?

A.-—She (who?) brought the book to me, and
choked me. :

Q.—John, tell the truth now, who hurts you;
have yon been hurt?

A.—The first [ saw was a gentlewoman.—
(This was no doubt, a dark hint at Mrs. Mary
English, the wife of one ofthe first merchants in
Salem, and who was afterwards arrested and
committed.)

This was the woman, who, when the consta-
bles were at the door to seize and carry her to
prison, called her little ones round her, gave
them her parting blessing and advice, prayed
with them, and wept over them, as she supposed
for the last time, and then gave herself up quiet-
ly to her fate.

Q.—John, who did you seenext?

A.—Goody Cloyes.

Q.—How often did she torment you ?

A.—A gnad many times.

Q.—Do the women come to you mostly in the
daytime or in the night ?

A.—They come most in the daytima.

Q.—John, do you know Cloyes and Procter ?

A.—VYes, there is Goody Cloyes.

Upon thic Mrs. Cloyes looked sharply at him
and said,—tell me when did I ever come to
thee, or hurt thee?

John'—(a little abached,) O, a great many
times.

0, said Cloyes, you are a grievous liar !

Upon this Parnis grew a little warm. Now,
John, said he, tell us what did this Cloyes do to

ou?
y A.—$he did pinech me and bite me till the
blood came. She came and hurt me yesterday
at meetibg.
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This was the woman whose only erime was
leaving Mr. P.’s sermon. ‘The malice of the
master, the perjury of the slave, and the despot-
ism of Danforth and his assistants were too hard
for her. John too, seems to have had the spec-
tral vision in a high degree, though he never even
smelt of his wife’s cake. He learntit, no doubt,
of the little girls her pupils, as did Ann Putnam
and others.

Parris then called Mary Walcot, and aswed
who hurthér. 4 —Goody Cloyes. Q.—What
did she do ? A.-—8he hart me. Q. —Did she
bring the book? A.—Yes. Q.—What was
you todo with it? 4.—S8ign it, and be well.
Then sha fall into a fit, in affected horrorat the
‘devil’s book.-

Abagail Williams, who so successfully out-
witted Tituba in the matter of the salted ecake,
was next called by her uncle Parris. Abagail,
said he, did you, byyour. spectral vision, ence
see a company ndarthis mpeting houst cat” and
drink ?

A.—Yes sir;—it was theit witch sacrament.
It wae onthe day of tho groat fast. They had
bread like raw flesh; and they had red drink,
which they said was our blood; and they had it
twicc thatday.

Q.—How many were there ?

A.—About forty; they came together by .the
sound of a trumpet. They had a minister ‘who
preached, and Goody Cloyesand Géody Goud
were their deaeons.

Mrs. Cloyes was of rathef delicate health, and
when she heard this strange tissue of falsehood,
sogreat was her surprise and terror, that she
sickened and asked for water, butas no one
would assist her, she {ainted and fell upon the
floor. Upon which Abagail cried out, there,
there, I see her spirit fly to her sister Nurse in
prison for council; and she was believed; and as
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soon ag the woman revived, she was forthwith
imprisoned.

Parris then asked Mary Walcot, if she had ev-
er seen a white man. And she answered yes;
often. Q.—Whatsortofamanishe? A4.—A
fine grave man, and when he comes he makes
all the witches tremble, and he tells us when our
fits will come on and when they will go off.

This was supposed to be Jesus Christ come
down to pity and to talk with bewitched children
and save the charter churches. A ‘horrid blas-
phemous fiction but yet credited by the govern-
ment of the colony, before whom it was uttered.

The-justices thgn proteeded and said, Eliza-
beth Procter; yos understand, that you are
here charged with sundry acts of witcheraft,
what say you to it? Itake God in heaven to
be my witness, that I know no more of witch
crafi than a child unborn.

This woman was of excellent character, the
mother of a fine family of children, all then de-
pendent on her for nurture and protection. It is
very difficult to account for her selection and ac-
cusation as a witch, Some accident, or that she
was obnoxious to the Parris or Putnam family,
who fabricated all the early accusations, must
have been the cause. But when her unhappy
hushand saw his wife rudely. seized like a felon
in her once peaceful home, he resolved to ac-
eompany her to the examination; and his conja-
gal fidelity cost him his life.

Her examination began thus.

Question.—Mary Wolcot, doth this woman
hurt'you?

Answer.—1 never saw her to be hurt by her.

Q.—Mary Lewis, does she hurt you?

No answer.

Q.—Ann Putnam, does she hart you?

She ecquld not speak; and Abagail Willlams
thrust her band into her own mouth lest she .
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should speak. A pause, and almost a failure.
Joha, said Mr. Parris, who hurts you? 'This is
the womanp, said the Indian who came to me in
her shift and choked me. And now the girls
were ready to say she hurt them, and brought the
devil’s book for them to sign, and the crafty Ab-
agail with affected simplicity and sincerity, said
to Mrs. Procter, did not you tell me that your
maid had signed ? Dear child, said Mrs. Proc-
ter, it is not so; remember dear child, that there
is another judgment. "Fhen ‘Abagail and Ann
‘seemed to have fits; by and by they cried out,
jook you, there is Procter on the beam; and her
husbend too; Procter is a wizard ! Procter is a
wizard ! The man was confounded. There,
said Ann, Procter is going to take up Mrs.
Pope’s feet; and her feet flew up; and now, said
Abagail, he is going to Goody Bibber; and Bib-
ber fellintoa fit! The Deputy Governor and
council seemed surprised, and said to Proctér,
you seg the devil will deceive you, the poor chil-
dren could see what you was about, before the
women were hurt. <“Repent for the devil is bring-
ing you ovt.”

"I'he Hon. Court then suffered some exper:-
ments to be tried on Mrs. Procter. It was af-
firmed that the afflicted could not strike a witch;
and Ann Putnam approached and attempted to
strike Mrs. P. on the head with her fist, but as
the blow descended, her fist opened, and her fin-
gers ends but lightly tapped the woman’s hood,
and then Anu suddenly cried out with .consum-
mate art, they burn! they burn!—her" fingers
burned, and she fell upon the floor apparently
overcome with the pain.

All were now strongly moved by this incident,
8o wonderful and yetso sudden. Some fancied
they saw a blue flame play round Mrs Procter;
and others were qnite sure they smelt brimstone.

The court then suddenly turned the experi-



FIRST CHARTER. 107

ments apon Procter himself and ordered him
forthwith to repeat the Lord’s prayer, without
slip or besitation, to show his innocence. It was
a hard case in bis present. dismay but he made
the effort; and he did very well until he came to
the petition ““deliver us from evil,”” when he
said, ‘“deliver us from «ll evil3’* and this was
adjudged to be a perversion of the Lord’s prayer;
for to be delivered from all evil, was to be de-
livered from that under which he then suffered,
and of course opposing the divine decrees.

But to be fair with him, they put him upon
the prayer again; but he had no better luck than
at first. For when he came to the words “‘hal-
lowed be thy name,”’ he said ‘‘hollowed be thy
name,””  Tlere they again stopped him; and held
that :his was a depraving of the words, To
make the name of the Deity hollow said they, 18
tomake it vain, lightand void, and is blasphemy
aud cursing, rather than a prayer. In fineit was
decided that he could not say it, and that he was
a guilty man.

And thus the unfortunate Proctet, although he
came before the magistrates a free and ionocent
citizen to console and sustain his afilicted and
terrified wife, by a strange fatality was sent from
their presence a prisoner charged with a capital
offence, upon the exhibition of the foolery and
malice I have named; and what is equally strange
his wife in the end by a mere accident was
saved, but poor Procter they hung. At this
time by the advice of the Deputy Governor and
council both were {ully commiited for trial.—
And this examination is highly interesting being
favored by the presence of those dignitaries;the
people’s chosen agents in the work of self-gov-
ernment. Some of them were afterwards put on
the bench for final trial of witches.

I need hardly notice the fatal ignorance of hu-
man rights, and even of those judicial forms, in-



108 LETTERS ON THE

vonted for the protection of innocence, which
this examination evinces. No cross examination
to test the consistency ofthe witnesses, and the
Rev. Mr. Darris also indulged in lvading ques-
tions to any extent. If a prisoner presumed to
interrogate, a fit or some new uproar would be
the respouse, aud thuu the soul-sickening thuught
that the lives of the citizens were in the power of
mere children, or clerical partizans like Noyes,
Muther, Parris and others, ®ll alike drunken
with new power and absolusely . incapable of
just reasoning in this matter! The worst days
of ithe French Revolution, never produced a
like season of terror. There seemed mno ref-
uge for the people. The government itself, pub—
lic opinion, our common refuge, and even reli-
gion as then administered obeyed the fanaticismr
and its partizans.
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LETTER XVI.

On the 19th of April only eight days after, the:
imposing witch inguisition before Governor Dan-
forth and the council;Hathorn and Curwin called
up for examination Giles Corey, the husband of
Martha Corey, already committed. And thus
the wrong done to the wife was sospan visited
upon the husband in wanton passiogmerely, and
without shadow of truth or justice,

They thus began with him.

Giles Corey-—you are now brought before au-
thority upon high suspicion of witcheraft, now
tell usthe truth ofthe matter.

Lhops, said Giles, by the blessing of God [
shall, for T never had any hand in that matter in
my life.

Parris, who was still clerk and chief manager
now said to the afflicted girls, which of you have
seen this man hurt you? 1, said Abagail Wil-
liams;—I, said Ann Putnam;—I, 1, I, said the
whola band but one. tasn’t he hurt you too,
said Parris coaxingly to Elizabeth Hubbard, but
she attempting to answer seemed to be takem
with a fit.

Have you never seen him hurt: you, said the
same to Benjanin Gould.

1 have often seen Giles Corey and been hurt
after 1, but cannot say he did it.

All the girls also said that he brought the dev~
il’s book for them to subscribe.

The juctices then said, Corey you hear what
these testify ; why do you hurt them.

I nevet did hurt them.

10
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Then it is your epecetrc that hurts them, tell
us what have you done?

1 have done nothing to them.

Have you ncver, said DParris, entered into a
compact with the devil ?

No, I never did. (But he had then recently
joined himself to the village church under Mr.
Parris).

What temptation have you had?

1 never had any.

What ! have you done it (what?) withont
temptation? Said Goody Bibber, one of the be-
witched, what frightened you In the cow house ?
and her own question seemed to frighten her in-
toa fit. But Corey denied that he was [right-
ened ; but Goodman Bibber and his daugh-
ter both made oath that he told them he was
frightened in the cow house, butdid not tell the
cause, and so said other witnesses.

The court said, Corey iell the truth, what
frightened you in the cow house? What did
you see there?

I saw nothing there but my cattle.

This was slow progress. And now the girls
became suddenly tormented; they weve pinched
and pricked, had strong convulsicns and eried out
dismally; and Hathorn said sharply to the pris-
oner, what, fs 1t not enough to act witcheraft at
other times, but you must do it here in the face
of authority! I am apoor old man, said Corey,
and can’t help it; and they ordered his Fands to
be tied so- that he should not pinch the little
girls by his witcheraft, in presence of authority.
But this was not enough; he had been very ob-
durate and now if he moved his head, their little
necks would be twisted almost round; or if he
drew in his cheeks their little cheeks would be
sucked in also,

They say, said Parris, that you once stopped
in prayer, and could not go on, what did that?
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My wife did that, said Corey. I said *“die un-
to sin and live unto God,’’ she suddenly stepped .
forward and found fault and said it should be
*¢die unto sin and live unto righteousness,” and
sheis an older church member than I am and
learnt me to pray.

But what frightened you in the cow house
Giles Corey, said the court, tell us that.

Nothing, nothing.

Why here are three witnesses, who have heard
you to-day say, that you was frightened in the
c¢ow house.

1 do not remember it.

Thotnas Gould then came forward and swore
that Corey told him that he knew that,
about his wife which would do her business for
her.

Whit do yon knew ahont yanr wife, said
Hathorn, that would do her business?

Nothing, said Giles, but her stopping my
prayer and finding fanlt. He seems to have
thought that the inquisition would deem it anact
of witcheraft in the womanu, to start at the word
Gad and stop hig prayer.

By the coart;—but what is it about your ox ?

I thought he was hipped.

What ointment was that your wife had when
she was seized for witcheraft? You said it was
some she made by Major Gidney’s directions.
Giles denied it, and said it wos made by Good-
wife Bibber’s directions; but Bibber said that
was not at all like ber ointment; and she then
gave evidence of some temptations that Corey
had, to make way with himself; upon this the
court turned and said, but you affirmed you bad
no temptations, how is this?

I meant, said he, no temptations to witcheraft.

But if youcan give way to self-murder that
will make way to temptutivns 1o witcheradt,

Nate,—~by Mr, Parris;—¢‘There was evidence
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by severa! that Corey said, he would make way
with himself and charge his death upon his son !’
And Goody Bibber also testified that he called
her husbapd, damn’d devilishrogue; and other
vile expressions were sworn to in open court.

Upon the whole the Rev. Mr. Parris was de-
sired to take down in writing Giles Corey’s ex-
amination and deliver it in, and vpon bearing the
same and seeing what they did see, the two jus-
tices committed him to their Majesty’s jail. And
the warrant was signed Hathorn & Curwin, as-
sistants. Thus acting in bothlegislative and ju-
dicial capacities.

The residue of Giles Corey’s fate was most
hideous. From the date of thig fraudulent, per-
jured and senseless inquest, he lay helpless and
almost forgotten in prison, for five months.—
There he was found on the ninth aof the fallow-
ing September; and with many others brought
before the court of trials. But the jury seemed
entirely under the court, and as of course re-
turned all guilty who put themselves on trial.—
Corey noticed this, and when his turn came he
refused ta plead, saying it was uselees, and that
théy might do as they pleased with him.

But the court seemed resolved to signalize his
obstinacy, in terror to all others, and gave judg-
ment against him of pein forie et dure for stand-
ing mute; by virtue of which he was taken to
prison, placed on his back with his arms and
legs extended and fastened in that position.—
Heavy weights were placed upon him, and to be
allowed a smalf quantity of poor bread and the
nearest standing water that could be found to the
prison door, and thus to remain until he died.
His sufferings were horrible; and on the 17th of
the month he was manifestly in death’s agonies,
his eyes seemed bursting und his tongue swollen
srcntly out of his mouth. The marshall, the
agent of the people’s government, stood over him,
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and without compassion, thrust back the dying
man’s tongue with the point of his swf! And
this is the only instance of that horriblejudgment
and its execution in our Massachusetts history.

In the mean time Martha Corey the wife of
Giles, lay bound in the same prison, under sen-
tence: and with eleven days only 10 prepare for
death; but Parris was hardy enough to viclate
the sanctity of even these short liours. He
called his church together, procwred o vote of ex-
communieation against her, and himself with two
of his deacons were elected to see her in prison
and thers pronounce her doom; and thiz was
done whilst her husband was suffering under the
judgment aguinst him, and hersell at death’s
door; and this is Mr. Parris’ account ofthe mis-
sion.

“We found her (Mrs. Corey) very obdurate,
Justifying herseif and condenming all whe had
doneuny thing to her just discovery and condem-
nation.  Whercupon after a lutle discourse, for
her imperiousness would not sufler much, and
afler prayer ! which she was willing to decline,
the dreadiul senience of excommunication - was
pronounced against her.”” By which excommuni-
cation the wowan was in form, consigned to the
devil’s use forever. How could the Rev. gen-
tlemen pray to God for u blessing on such a
work in her prison; and what more secular tyran-
ny ever invented such exquisite cruelty towards
u hapless female. 1t first compassed her death,
and then by mere clerical neeromancey sought to
destroy ber soul ! But her courage arose above
the necromancy. She was sustained. She made
no terms with her destroyers, or with talsehood
or meanness. Even on the gailows ladder she
had strength to still proclaim her innocence in sel-
emn prayer to ;od, and the gallows rope swang
her into eternity gs acceptable to Him, as i she
had died in the bosom of her village church.

10*
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LETTER XVII.

So wonderfully had witch accusations now
multiplied, that Hathorn and Curwin held regu-
Jar sittings; and the bewitched band of the Par-
ris and Putnam family and others associated with
thew, were sure to find them subjects.  For the
convenicnce of the accusers these sessions were
holden at Salem village, which had row become
a puint of greal public observation and terror.—
Thus on the 22d of April, they commitied for
further proceedings, William Hobbs aud his wife;
Muary Listy, and Sarah Wild, all of "Yopsfield;—
also Edward Bishop and his wife, and Philip
English and his wife, of Salem. And all these
were taken on the cemplaint of Thomas Pui-
nam, who thus hunted and secured the vietima
for his wife, and daughter Ann with the Darrix
fainily 1o destroy.

We Lknow the chirges of witcheraft against
these persons were lictitious, and foul; and oft-
times hidden causes led to their seivction froin
the mass of the citizens. Dut yer not aiwuys
hidden. Esty was the sister of Cloyes, who
went out of Mr. Parris’ meeting; Bishop was
cried out upon, becanse he struck the Indian
John, Mr., Parris’ sinve with his whip, when he
was i1 a fit, and for declaring when he saw the
Llow revive him, that he could cure all the af-
flicted in the same way, if'they would turn thein
over to hun,  T'he charge against Mrs. Bishop
followed as of course, the more effectually to
humble the hoshand. Doth escaped death by
flight out of the charter imut+, and theit goods
were therenpon seized, hy Sherifl Corwin, broth-
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er to the committing mnagisteate, in the nanies af
the king and queen, to pay charges. Yhis was
the firuit of his infidelity.

Philip Fnglish was a rieh merchant of Salem;
he and his wife also brote out of prison and tled
and his goods were seied, to the value of fificen
hundred pounds. :

At this session also there was an acquital of
Nehemiah Abbot of Ipswich. The afliicted givls
could not agree as to his identity. "They seemed
on the occasion a little bewildered with the mul-
tiplicity of their labors.

Ann Putnam maintaired, that this was the
man who afflicted them, and whom they had
seen at witch meetings.  But Abbot stoutly with-
stood the accusation, and denied that he ever
did hurt them, or that hie knew any thing about
witcheraft.  Ann then resorted to ber old arti-
tice and cried out that she saw him on the meet-
ing house beam, and the court urged himto con-
fess.

Mary Waleot =aid, he is like the man, but
could not say it was he,  Mary Lewis said, it is
not e, The court suid, charge him nat, unless
he be theman; aud they sent him out whilst
they examined others. ~

At the second exumination the crowd had
darkened the windows;und Abbot and the giris
were ordered mto the street for light,  Here they
found they could look on hax without fits (lh'e
question of identity obliged tham to) ©nd though
they declured he was very hike the man, yet they
ceased to accuse hnn, and his life was saved by
the natare of the question they had 10 settle.

We find this man afterwards used by the
ptosecutors as a witness against ins neighbors.

The first aceusation of the Sulem girls out of
thewr own  county waa that of Mrs. Cary of
Charlestown. 'Tlis, no douht, like maost others,
einanated from the ueighborhood of the woman,
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the afflicted in Fssex being used as mere instru-
ments to destroy her. 1t was a startling move-
ment, na the publie recalled at once, the fatal
case of Margaret Jones and the vessel rocked by
horses. The aceount of Mr. Cary her husband,
romains to this day, and being an eye witness
his record is very interesting.

About the twentieth of May, the ramor reached
him that his wife had been named as a witch, at
Salem village, and by the advice of his friends
he resolved to go down and present her, a stran-
ger to the afllicted and see if' they would rocog-
nize her. It was a dangerons experiment and
cost him dear.

Oxn the 24tk he arrived at the Inn, as Hath-
orn and Curwin with a great crowd were enter-
ing the meeting house for their daily work, and
he and his wife took a cunvenient stand where
they might note all that passed. A ininister
opened the business with prayer; and he saw that
the afflicied then present were two girls of about
ten or eleven yeats, and’ three others who
appeared to be about cighteen. One of the yonn-
ger girls could discern most spectres and talked
most {this was the shrewd Abaguil Williams no
doubt). When a prisoner was brought in, he or
she was placed at sowe distunce ftom the josti-
ces® with the eyes fixed directly wponthem and
the officers held each hand lest they should pinch
the afflicted. 'L'he giris were placed between the
prisoner and the magistrates, and 1 at any time
the accused looked on them they were sure to
be struck down in fits, or they serenmed out they
were hurt.  Sometiines when they came out of
their fits and stared round in peoples’ faces the
court would say they were struck dumb and were
then to go and touch the prisoner at the bar, to be
restored to specch. 'This they would oitempt
with well dissembled hesitation, bul would usu-
ally fall down in a fit.  They would then be ta-
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ken up and carried to the prisoner, that he
might lay hands on them, and when this was
done the justices would say that they were well,
though, Cary observes, that he conld see no al-
teration; though he plainly saw that the justices
understoed the matter and that the girls were
well diseipiined.

Whilst all this was passing, Cary and his
wife stood in sight of the afflicted. unnoticed;
except a person came inthe crowd and asked her
name, and it would seem that quite unguarded-
ly she gaveit, Soon after the examination broke
:g) and Cary and his wife began to hope that

eir experiment was successful.

They then repaired to the tavern, where they
found the Indian John. They gave him some
cider and he showed them his witch scars; but
to Cary they seemed tobe of long standing,
and were more probably the work of his former
Spanish master. Joln was supposed to bhave
heen stalen and brought away by the bucaniers,
who then infested the American coast.

Shortly the bewitched girls came in and be-
gan their fits and to tumble about the floor and
the company looked on in amazemen: and terror
no one knowing who might be cried out upon.
As soonas they spoke they cried out Cary!
Cary ! and almost immediately, asif prepured,
a warrant of arrest camo from the justices then
sitting in the house ready to try her.

Iler accusers were two girls of whom she de-
clared to the court, she had not the least knowl-
edge before that day. She too now had to stand
with her arms outstretched, like the others in the
meeting house. Her husband begged that he
might hold one of her hands, but it was denied
him. And soMrs. Cary thus stood condemned,
her husband, at her request wiped the sweat
from her face and the tears from her eyes. As
the examinatian proceeded and the girls testified
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as usual, she became fuint and begged that
sho might lean on her husband, but Hathorn re-
plied sharply, that so long as she had sirength to
torinent thuse before them, she had swength
enough to stund.

John now came in and he fell upon the floor
also, and pretended to have a dumb fic. Tha
justices them asked the girls, who afilicted him.
"T'hey replied that it was she (the prisoner) and
that they could see that she now lay heavily up-
on him, though to all other eyes she was stand-
ing up and her hands held out.

Upon this Cary in  his distress said, that God
would take vengeanee on them for such conduet.
But this seemed to predjudice the justices, for
without more words her mittimus was written,.—
No bail could be taken and she was sent to Bos-
ton prison, from thence she wasremoved to Cam-
bridge prison, where they put irons upon her of
about cight pounds weigit. And although her
distress brought a scvere sickness yet the irons
were not taken off. YWhen the final trials came
on at Salem, Cary weat down, but when he saw
the childrens’ spectre evidence admitted together
with absurd and malicious stories against peo-
ples’ lives, he became satisfied that there was
but little chance for his wife’s life, and espec-
ially asall his efforts and those of his friends
could not procure her atrial in Middlesex coun-
ty. There was now only one remedy and he
ewbraced it. With somc secret assistance he
rescued her from prison, and fled to Rhode Is-
land, the common refuge of those persecuted in
Massachusetts.  But they were pursued and he
passed on to New York, fiere Gov. Fletcher
received them kindly and sheliered them until
the danger was passed.

A few days afler this John Alden was brought
before the Salem justices, upon accusation of
witcheraft. e wus a man of great considera-
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tion in the colony, being employed by the gev-
ernment to supply the fortress on the coast with
warlike stores and provigions. kis own account
ofthe transaction has been perpetuated in the
form of a deposition.

He states that he was arrested in Boston and
sent down toSalem village, and when all were
in presence of the magisirates, the gitls were
asked who of all the people in the room aillicted
them; and one of them pointed to another man
then present, by the name of [Lill; but she spake
nothing. This girl had a man standing behind
her to hold ber up when necessary; and Alden
saw him stoop down and place his mouth te her
ear, and she cried out Alden! Alden! that it
was Alden who afllicted her. Hathorn then
asked her ifshe had ¢vee scen Alden, and she
said no, butthat the man near nersaid it wus he,
All were then ordered into the street and a ring
was formed, the children and the justices in the
centre: his accuscr then cried out, poiating to
bim, *there stands John Alden a bold fellow,
with his hat on before the judges; he sells pow-
der and shot to the French and Indians, lies with
the squaws, and bas Indian papooses.”’

The company then retired to the meeting house
and there Alden was commanded to stand on a
chair before all the people. The girls said he
afllicted them with his sword, and it wos taken
from him. They said he pinched them. Alden
asked the court why he should come down to
Salem to pinch thuse poor deluded creatures,
whom he never knew orsaw betore. But they
gave him no answer, but bade him confess and
give glory to God; bat be would not gratify the
devil with «a lie.

They bid Alden to look at the bewitched; and
when he did they seemed to be struck down.—
He then asked the court, why they themselves
were not struck down also by his eyes. But no
reason was given,
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Alden spoke of God’s providence in suffering
such creatures to accuse Innocent persons; buat
the Rev. Mr. Noyes, minister of Salem answered
him, that God’s providence gaverned the world
in peace, and witha long discourse prevented
his further diiticult questions. Alden was then
comumitted to the prison in Boston where he lay
over three mouths, and when the finaltrials came
on and he saw how many were executed, he al-
30 ade his vscape and saved his life.
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1t tacked severely the power and credit of the
RBalewmn girls, and their partizans and abettors, to
degrade and imprison a man like John Alden.—
He was onc of the best soldiers in the coiony,
and his public services then most necessary, as
the French and indians harrassed the frontiers;
and the bucaniers, the wost cruel and vwwerous
race of pirates on record, infested the whole
New England coast. Many doubted his guilt,
and it svon became necessury tu fortify the af-
flicted by confessions of the accused. 'This pol-
iey was adopted and gradually promulgated and
confessions bugan w be made.  Deliverance
Hobbs of Topsfield having been cried out wpen
and imprisoned, seems to have framed her con-
fession in the tequs of the wccusution.  She said
she had indeed signed the devil’s hoek after
many threatnings and great torment  from him
and his emissaries; and that 50 soop as she had
done it, he used her spectre 1o atllict persons,—
T'hat whilst her spectre was so employed on 2
certain ritne, one of the bewitched niaids eried
out there stands Deliverance Hebbs strike her !
Upon which the marshal,a man of courage, stand-
ing by, made a pass at the rpot pointed ¢ut, with
his rapier, and the girl said there ! you have giv~
en her a small prick about the eye; and Deliver-
ance shewed the wound to the justices, who
seemed highly gratified 1o have the maid’s out-
ery 50 weil authenticated, and to learn rhat a
wound given to the spectre of a witeh, would
reach the original, ulthough at home and about
her business.

After this, say« Calef, 1t was qnite common
for the afflicted to tell of the back man, ora
spectre being on the table before the magistrates;
and then the by-standers would strike at the
places with their sticks und swords. Justice Cur-
win once broke his cane at this exercise.

'This penitent also confessed, that she was at

11
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the great witch sucrasuent at Salem village. That
George Burroughs was there, that he called all
the witches together by the sound of a trumpet;
that he preached to them and urged them to pull
down Christ’s kingdom and build up that of Sa-
tan in its stead, and that Salem village sheuld be
destroyed, beginning at Mr. Parris’ house,

Among her confederates, Deliverance accused
old Candy, a negress, and who was thereupon
brought before justice Hathorn.

Candy, said he, are you a witch?

Ars.—Candy witch!—no, no—Candy no
witch in her country ;—Candy’s mother no witch;
Candy no witch Barbadocs—this country,—mis-
tress Hawks give Candy witcli;—(indeed !) yes,
this country mistress give Candy witch,

Well Candy, said Huthorn, with unusual mild-
ness, how do you hurt these young folks, show
us the poppets you do it with, Candy. Candy
was quite happy, and asked to go out of the
room, and said she would show ail. When she
returned she held in her hand two rags, with
knots tied in them. At sight of these Deliver-
ance Hobbs, who had now joined the afflicted
band went into a strong fit; and the other girls
declared they could now plainly see Goody
Hawlks, Candy and the devil, standing together
pinching the poppets, and then they, (theafHlict~
ed) were sorcly pinched, thongh no one uctually
touched them; but it was done inepectre. The
court then directed Candy to untie the knots, and
when she did so, Deliverance came out of her
fit; and all were well. A bit of ragwas then
puat in the five, and the girls cried oat that they
burned dreadfully. To quench it they dipped it
in some water and Deliverance started like a deer
for the river, but was caught by a swift youth be~
fore she plunged in.

The cunning Candy exulted in the efficacy of
her charms, and all beholders thought her mis-
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iress had practised upon her ignorance, and
Goody Hawks had to confess to save her life.

About this time commenced the Andover trag-
edy; where, as Cotton Matber says, was discov-
ered the mosthorrid crew of witches that ever
disgraced a New England town.

The wife of Joseph Ballard of Andover felo
sick, and the town doctor finding her disease toy
stubborn for his art, advised her husband tha
she was bewitched. This practice was too
common among the early Massachusetts physi-
cians. 'The hint took with Ballard; and he forth-
with sent men and horses to Salemn village, and
to the house of Mr. Parrid, and brought to Ando-
ver old Tituba’s pupils Abagail Williams and
Mary Walcot.

When these came into the sick woman’sroom,
they said they could well enough see witch spec-
tres hovering round her bed and person, but not
being acquamted with any Andover people, they
could not nume the originals. Describe them,
said the husband; and they did so in language
sufliciently vague to embrace half the women i
the town;—and still fancy or malignity might se-
lectat pleasure; and fancy or malignity did se-
lect at pleasure and that most fatally, as the
event will ghow,

Dudley Bradstreet, son of the old patentee,
was then the acting magistrate in Andover, and
he granted a warrant against a pumber of wom-
en on this occasion and held the examination in
the meeting house. After prayers by the Rev.
Mr. Barnard, minister of the town, the women
were brought in, aud Abagail and Mary fell down
in fits at the sight, as in time past at Salem; and
when the prisoners Iaid hands on them, they rose
up and said they were well.  All the old experi-
ments were tried with the old success; and Brad-
street committed 2 number of his towns-women
to Salem prison, to answer there, and Abaguil
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and Mary returned home with increased credit.
Yet Goody Baliard died soon after of a fever;
and Dudley Bradstreet repented of the step he
had taken. SBome of these in their weakness
were made to confess the wildest witch pranks
on record, and to implicate others as associates.
by which more than foriy Andover women were
ensnared by witch prosecutions and some lost
their lives,

Bradstreet at last became disgusted with com-
mitments. The distress they brought en once
peaceful families, was more than he could hear,
and he refused to act. Tmmediately the Salem
girls at the instigation as was supposed of the
Rev. Mr. Barnard, cried out upon his wife; and
aceused himself also of having killed nine persons
by witchcraft. Whereupon Bradstreet took his
wife and tled with her over the river, without the
charter limitg and there remained te his death.—
His carnal humanity was edious to those who
then cultivated Jaw-made religion in Massachu-
setts.

Here follow some of the recorded confessions
of these Andover witches, long after drawn up,
with death’s terror’s befors them. Amm Foster
was one of these, She had been brought to ac-
kpowledge, in Salem prison, that she was a witch
and had attended a great witch sacrement at Sa-
lem village; that she rode thither on a pole, be-
hind Martha Carrier, high through the air; that
on their way the pole broke, and that she hold-
ing fast by Martha came to the ground and was
sorely bruised by the fall, but they mounted
again and went on. Being asked what they eat,
she said they carried their bread and cheese in
their pockets, and eat it before the meeting be-
gan, sitting under a large tree, with the Andovre
company; and they drank water from a brook
near by.

On the 21st of July, Hathern, Curwin, Gid-
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ney, and Iligginson, assistants, sat upon her con-
fession in public, and they began thus. Goody
Poster;—youn know we have ‘spoken with you
before;—you have committed great wickedness;
but it seems God will give you more favor than
others, since you relent; but you did not tell us
all; your daughter has confessed that she sat with
you and Goody Carrier when you did ride upoa
the pole!

F.—1 did not know it.

How long has your danghter been a witch?

F.—1I haveno knowledge of it,—I cannot tell.

Did you not see her at the witch meeting ?

F.—No.

But your daughtet #aid she wna thers, and
that you stood off and did not partake:—give ug
a full account,

F.—T know none who ware there hnt Goody
Carrier.

Were there not two companies in the field ?

F.—1T1 know no more.

ITere Mary Warren onc of the afllicted inter-
posed with « new lie, and said that Carrier’s
npectre told ber, that Foxtor hud made herdaugh-
ter a witch ! and the court then =aid to ¥, will
you now confess you did so, about three years
ago?

F.—1 know no more about my daughter be-
ing a witch, than upon what day Ishall die.

Aro you willing she should meke a freo con-
fession

F—Yes,

Will you confess ?

F.—Yes;—if I knew any thing more 1 would
speak,

The magistrates now directed to have Goody
Lacy, the daughter called in, and us she entered
she began,—( mother how doyoudo? O, moth-
er we haveleft Christ and the devil bath got hold
of us; O, how shall I get rid of this evil one! I

11*
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pray God to break my rocky heart that I may
get the victory this time.

This witchcraft of the daughter was a snrprise
upon Goody Foster, she came to the coenfesgion
prepared to accuse hersell and Goody Carrier,
but the danger of her child distressed and ton-
founded her, and when urged to speak she an-
swered incohereatly. 1did not see the devil, 1
wag praying to the Lord. To what Lord, eaid
the court.

F.—To God.

Ta what God do witches pray?

F.—I cannottell. The Lord hclpme! and
she sat down overpowered, as the justices con-
clnded wizh guilty of witcheraft, butin truth with
her own fictions,

The conrt then questioned Goody Lacy, as to
who rode foremost on the pole to Selem village
witch sacrament.  She supposed it was her
mother. But her mother insisted it was Carrier.

How long siuco you were baptised 7

Lacy.—About {our years, I suppose.

Who did it ?

L.. 'Tho old serpent.

How did he do it ?

L.~—}e dipped our heads into the Falls river
and said that we were Lis (urever;—amen: and
that he had power over us.

How many wure baptized that day ?

L. —ix; aud they wers some of the chief.—
Nare them said the court reselutely, and yet as
if afraid to learn what colonial dignitaries the dev-
il wight have baplized on that occasion.

L.—They wero some of the higher powers;
they were— Geody Lacy, said the coort, jet
your daughter cowe in; we will examine her a
little, and when Mary Luacy the younger, and
granddaughter of Foster entered, she stood be-
fore the magistrates with dowacast looks, an in-
teresting girl of seventeen; yet at sight of her



FIRST CHARTER. 127

Mary \Varren fell downina violent fit. Where-
upon Hathorn said to Maty sternly, how
dare you come here, and bring in the devil with
you, to afflict these poor creaturag; now look up-
ou these maids in & mild and friendly. way, said
he, and then she turned upon the afflicted alook
#0 kind and gentle, that the by-standers smiled
in sympathy, and yet the bewitched band were
strock down,—pity thonght the behalders, that
eyes o mild and blue should bear the devil’s
spite in them.

And now said Hathorn, do you confess your-
gelf a witch,—she hung her head—tears flowed
down and she sobbed out,—ye—s sir.

Well maiden, said the justice, you are accused
of tormenting Goody Ballard, how do you doit?
I don’t know. How long have you been a
witech ? Not above a wsek.

Have you ever seen the devil 2 Yes sir.

Did he bid you worship him? Yes sir.

And to affliet people?  Yessir.

I see, said Mujar Gidney, one of the magis-
trates, that you are in a fuir way to obtain mer-
ey. Do you desire to be saved by Christ? Yes
gir, 1 do.

Then ssid he, yoo must tell all you know.—
The Lord help me so to do, said Mary.

I was in bed when the devil came to me; in
bed ! said the Major—the devil cume to vour
bed ! how did ho look ? Like a great black dog,
Q, very weil, you may go on,—whatdid he say?
He bade e, said Mary, obey him and that [
should want fur nothing, and hc promised he
would not betray me, but he’s an old liar.

How long ago was this, said Hathorn.

Abuut & ysar. Richard Carrier now comes
often a’nights, and has me to afflict peopie.—
He’s a rogue, eried the Major, andis making a
very bad use of you! but wheredo you go 2 To
Goody Ballard’s sometimes, and my mother and
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grandmother and Richard Carrier and his mother
go there too.

Did you attend the great witch meeting at Sa-
lem village ? Yes.

Whe went with you? My mother, and grand-
mother and Goody Carrier rode upon a long pole
through the air; and I vode behind Richard
Carrier upon another pole !

Did you see any men at the meeting

None baut the devil. How did he appear?—
Like a black man with a high crowned hat on.—
But did you see no other man? Your mother
and grandmother say they saw a minister there,

I believe I did sec a minister.

Was not Mr. Burroughs there? Yes he was.

Thus was she made, by leading questions to
accuse an absent and innocent minister of the
gospel. These confessions in the end produnced
a sentence of death against Goody Foster and the
elder Mary Lacy; but they were reprieved by
Sir William Phips and finally pardoned.

Mary Osgood, was one of the Andover witch-
es accused by Abagail Williams of afilicting
Goody Ballard, and after long imprisonment, she
was nduced to gtve her confession in the form
of a deposition; and she stated <that about eleven
years before as sha ana dn_y walked 1n an or-
chard near her house in great distress of mind,
she attempted to pray; at this moment what
senmar neat erossoad her path, and by its strange
movements so fixed her attention that she ceased
to pray. Soon a strangs influence came over
her and she prayed again and us she presumed to
the devil for presently a black man appeared,
and offered her a large book to sign; she wrote
het namain it and whero her finger touched the
paper, it left a red spet. 'The apparrition told
her that she was his, and that he was her God,
and she must worship hun ! and she believed she
consented so to do.
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Nine years after, the same personage appeared
and carried her with others, upon a pole through
the air to Five-mile-pond, and there making her
renounce her former baptisin, baptized her, amen,
siuce which she afflicted people, and frolicked
with the devil upon Babbath days.and other holy
festivals,

Hathorn, before whem this was also taken, al-
ways ready to hunt witches, no sooner heard
that Mre. Osgood and the devil had company up-
on the pole; than he asked her who they were.
She replied they were Goody Tyler, Mistress Ba-
ker, and Dea. Fry’s wife. These were then ar-

irested, and constrained o make further witch
fictions to save their lives. And thna was the
business driven on.

There were sceptics even at this senson of the
delnsion, who denied the validity of spectral evi-
dence. It appears, said they, that the devil can
use the spectre of one person 10 afflict another;
why may he net take the speetre of aninnoaont
person in that business, and thenas things now
are, every man’s life is at the mercy of the dev-
il: for between him and the afflicted ho i3 surc to
auffer.

Hathorn on this oecasion asked Mrs. Osgood
whether the devil, or his witohes could use the
shape of an innocent person to afflict people.—
She replied that it could not be: for said she,
laat Monday night wo witches had a meeting to
afflict people, and Gioody Dean and myself tried
to carry the shape of the Rev. Mr, Dean of An-
dover betwoen us to make it believed that he af-
flicted persons; but we could not. And why
could yon not do iy, said the justice. Because,
said Mrs. O., the Lord would not suffer so good
a man, to be so used ! This answer saved the
worthy minister, who had often been hinted at
by the bewitchied. He was nov a seund convert
to witcheraft
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LETTER XVIII.

Freemen——I assure you that I am still re-
citing veritable bistory; and T have now detailed
a sufficient number of confessions and examina-
tions to convey ur adequate idea of the doctrines
of witcheraft thusembraced Ly those assuming
authority; and zlso of the various modes by
which the inquisitors, with the invention of the
afflicted, detected and secured for trial and pun-
ishment, the supposed culprits; until abont one
hundred women, and some men of the county of
Esssx were imprisoned, and in despair of their
lives.

Yet, this high-handed exercise of power,
which even settled despotism would dread, was
usurpation. 1t is manifest from history, that
Massachusetts was then under no compact of
civil government whatever.

From the time that the first charter was can-
eelled, in chancery in 1684, there had been two
commirsion governments under James II.  That
of Mr. Dudley, which was for a few months on-
ly; and that of Sir Edmund Andros, 'which’
wag overthrown by the people in 1689 as hefore
stated; and from that period to the seasom of
witcheraft, William and Mary had done nothing
towards the settlement of the province.

But en the 14th of May 1682, Sir William
Phipps arrived with the Provincial Charter, and
immediately took epon himse!l the government.

Allthe o!ld writers agree that this, was a man
of dull intellact, and rude behaviour. But he
wras placed in power becanse he was theught
controllable and available for the special interesis
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which he served, and that other men more cun-
ning than himself and more obnoxious to sus~
picion also, might rule the people through him.
A very common, but a very baneful artiflce in a
people’s government. He was born somewhere
on tha banks of the Kennebeck in 1650; and
was the twenty-second sun of his mether, and
had also four sisters.

He oame to distinction among men, solely by
the discovery of a Spanish treasure, buried in
the ecean, about the time of the settlement of
Boston, and in a Spanish frigate near the coast
of Hispaniola. He had sought it for many years
under a patent from s British crown, andita
British frigate, and when at last that reyal sim-
pleton, king, James I1. saw him hring home to
London more than forty tons of Spanish silver,
in bars and pigs of eolid metal, for fvery joy he
commanded Capt. Phipps of the Algier Rose
frigate to kneel before him, and then command-
ed him to rise up Sir William Pnipps. This
wag ia the vice reign of Sir Fdmund Andros and
made as much talk here, as did his tyrannies.

In Massachusetts the knighthood, and the sil-
ver were irresistable; and Sir William became,
under the auspices of the Rav. Increase Mather,
our first crown governor. Yet, with his specie
he was the first to introduce tht paper money
credit.system among us.

In his administration, Gov. Phipps, as was ex-
pected, fell in with the old colonial poliey, and
maintained the old influences, so far as the rights
of the people were concerncd; and one of his
fivat labors was to give aid te the witch prosecu
tions. The ruling clergy and the magigtrates,
were already committed on the subjeet, and it
required more mind, and democratic views of
humae rights, than Sir William or his advisers
possessed, ton overthrew that horrid fanaticiam.
With a handred now committed for trial, his Ex-
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cellency could find no court of compoteut juris-
diction, in his province, to try a-gingle witch.

Amnd by the charter, the general court slone
could establish judicial tribunals, yet on this vs-
casion, Sir William counld not be.allowed 10 wait
the dull process of lawful legislation, but within
two waeks after his arrival, by a rank usurpation
of power, issued a special cominission of QOyer
and Termjner to $vo 1agistrates, to go down to
Salemand ity witches, and some of lhese Gve
had sai aud adjudged the accused guilty on pri-
mary examination.

This measure filled the hearts ef the accused,
and their numerous friends with dismay; but
there was no remedy.

On the second day of June a quorum of these
sat, and selected for trial Bridget Bishop, the
wife of Edward Bishop of Salem. This poor
woman had for many years been reputed a witch;
and this by the accasations of one Samuel Gray,
and althongh on hie death-bed he confessed his
sorrow for the wrong he bad done her, yet the
imputation still rested upon her, and now ena-
bled the afflicted, with their managers, to de-
stroy her. And above ali, as an excresence sup-
posed to be a witch teat was found on her body.
To give currency and popularity to her execa-
tion a story was fabricated, and mest industri~
ously circulated by the witcheralt party, thgt as
Bighep was led ont to execution under a strong
guard, she gave a look at the then newly ereect-
ofg meeting house mn Salem, so blasting and
spiteful,that an invisible demon forthwith entered
in and tore down a portion of the holy edifice.
And thisis from Cotron Mather’s account of the
Salem witch trials, drawn up for inspection, and
by the request of Sir William, himsell. The
commissioners then adjourned to the 30th of
June following.

Aside from the manifest fallacy of her sopposed
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crime, and the ijlegality of Sir William's com-
mission to try witches, this woman had violat-
ed no existing law.stutute or commqn. Ou the
eighth of June, and iwv. or three days aflter her
trial and cepdemnation, the General court of the
province was convened, and their only aet wad
to revive the whole colonial code of laws iu-
cluding the old Cottoniun law against witch-
eraft; and this upon the ground that the authority
of these laws, eeased with the first chaner.—
Tha law then upon which Mrs. Bishop was tried
was adead letter; it wos revived, amd in twe
gays alter she was hang. A strange and st
ing spigtake by men who hatl charge of the lives

d fortupas of the people. So difficult isthe
art of just government.

No wonder then that Sir William, five days
after this witch execution asked council ofthe
leading ministers of the colouy in form. And
the response drawn up by Cotton Mather is as
follows.

““The afflicted state of’ our poor neighbors, row
suffering by molestations from the invisible world,
we appreherd, isso deplorable that we think
their condivion calls for the utmost help of all
persons in their several cxpaeities. Yet we ac-
knowledge with thankfiulnas, the snecers, which
the merciful God has given to the sedulous em«
deavors of our ‘honorable rulers, to defeat the
abominable witcheratts which have been com-
mitted in the country.’

«“We judge, that in the prosecution of these,
and all such witcherafts, there is need of exqui-
site caution, lest too much credulity for things
resting ouly on the devil’s authority, should en-
able him to get an advantage over us; for we
should not be ignorant of his devices.”’

¢All things should be managed with exceed-
ing tendernces towurds those complained of, es-
peeially if they be persons heretofore of unblem-

12
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ished reputation. Noristhe circumstance of the
accused being represented by spectre to the af-
flicted a sufficient ground for conviction; for it is
an undoubted thing, that a demon may, éy
Glod’s permission, appear {or ill parpoaes in the
shape of an innocent, yea and a virtnous man.*’

This docs not accerd with Mrs. Osgood’s eon-
fession, that she and anether witch tried to car-
ry the Rev. Mr. Deans’ shape between them, bat
wers uot suffered by the Lerd so to use a goud
man. Bat the doctrines of witcheraft wera' then
assubject to change as these of religion. Both
seem to have been fanciful and arbitrary.

*“We know not however, but some remarka-
ble aflronts given to devily, by our disbelieving
their testimuoies, wuy nuiputa peried to the
progress of the dreadful calamity now among us
m the accusation of so many persons for witch-
crafi.>’

Here indeed is a glimmering of sense. 'That
the only way to overthrow the devil was to give
bhim no credit. But as his credit in matters of
witcheraft had now been of fifty years standing,
this was ne easy matter.

But lastly say the ministers, to Sir William:
sWecannot but humbly recommend urto the
government the speedy and vigorous prosecutions
of such as haverendered themsclves obnoxious
to the laws of God and the wholesome statutes
of the English nation in the detection of witch-
erafts.””

This document was dated, Boston June 16th
1692, and signed by the principal ministers of the
provinee, and anfortunately for the country the
government seemed to heed only the last clause
of the advice, as will be seen hereafter.
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LETTER XIX.

A quorum of Sir Wulian’s commissioners
again sat at Salem on the 30th of June, for the
trial of wilches; Lieut. (iov. Btoughton, and
Messrs. Winthrop, Sewall, and Gidney being
present, and on that day they commenced the
trial of Susanna Martin eof Amesbury.

She was a woman of uncommon ingenuity
and enterprise; and was new a widow, with
the care of'a considerable estate, and a Jarge fam-
ily thrown npon her. She, like Bishop, had
long been repnted a witch, and an unsuccess-~
ful attempt had once been made 1o convict her.

Mather in his account of her cass, deawn up
by order of the government, declares, “‘that she
was one of the most impudent, scurrilons, wick-
ed creatures 1n the world,’” and the court treat-
edher with great severity. But she repelled all
falgo charges with invincible spirit; as will be
seen by the following dialogue which took place
at her primary examnation, and which was now
detailed in gvidence against her.

Justice.—Pray Goody Martin} what ails thess
young people ! Martin.—I don’t know, J.—
But what do you think ails them? WM.—I do
not desire to think upon the subject. J.—Deo
you not think they are bewitched? A.—No, I
do not think they are. J.—Tell us your thoughts
about them then. .M.—My thoughts are my
own when they are in; dbut when they are.out
they are another’s,—their master ! J.—Their
master! who do you think is their master?
M.—If they be dealing in witheraft, Sir, you
may know as well as 1. J,—Well, mistress
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Martin, what have you done towards these girls?

M.—I have done nothing at all.

J.—Why it i3 either you or your spectre.
AL—T cannot help what my spectre does.
‘LItis either you or yeur master. Ifow

comes it, that your spectre should hurt these
people ?

M.—Ilow do I know how itcomes. Samuel
was a glorified saint; but he that appeared to
Saal, in Samusl’s shape may now appear in any
one’s shape.

A very pertinent reply and puzzled the jus-
lice,

Martin was indicted for witcheraft and sorcer-
ies upon the body of Mary Walcott on the second
day of May, 1692, and also for divers other acts
of witcheraft before and after that time, without
gpecificativn of time or place.

John Aflen testified, that the widow Martin
once requested him to cart some staves for her,
bt he refused because his cattle were weak and
poor; at which she was displeased and said he
would be sorry foc it; and before he could reach
home his oxen tired and fell down. This was
supposed to be by witcheraft, though Allen said
the oxen were too weak to draw staves.

After this ke turned them upon Salisbury beach
to fatten, but they became so wild that no ene
could approach them, and when it was attempt-
ed to drive them home they ran furiously iato
the sea and were drowned.

Another witness purchased a cow of Martin’s
son; she opposed the bargain, and soon the
animal bacame {urious and unmanageable. And
these were considered cases of witcheraft.

Bernard Peach testified, that once being in bad
on 3 Sabbath night, the widow Martin came in-
to his room throughthe window, and seizing
him, drew up his body into a heap and she then
lay upon him about two hours, bat at last after a
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severe struggle he got two of her fingers ba-
tween his teeth and bit them until she cried out
with the pain and vanished. At another tints
when she was after him, he struck her or her
spectre with his quarter-staff and it was report-
ed that she was wounded on the head. So it
was sworn that she once travelled from Amee-
bury to Newbury ona rainy day without wetting
aven the soles of her feet, and boasted that she
scorned to be drabbled. It was concluded in
coutt, that the devil helped her on.

But the most wonderful story told an this ne-
casion was that of Jeseph Ring; this man seems
to have been a good fiddler, whom the old char-
tar witehes and demans selected for their pecu-
liar use and amusement. lle testified that for
two years past he had been strangely carried
abont through the air to witoch revels and dan-
ces; that for a long time they had kept him
dumkb, but since they began to be prosecuted he
had in a measure recovered hig epeech. Tis
kuowledge of themn and their power over him,
began thus.

As he satin his house one day, a stranger of
suspicious mien applied to him to give music to a
company of dancers on a certain evening; and
whilst the timid and distrustful fiddler hesitated,
the proffer ofa large sum of money by the stran-
ger, and which he too readily accepted, induced
him to muke the desired promise and immedi-
ately the man vanished sosuddenly that Ring was
exceedingly startled and repented of what he had
done; but it was too late.

At the appointed hour he found a horse well
caparisoned standing at his door; he took the hint
but ne sooner had he mounted into the saddle,
than the animal leaped into the air and pushed
forward with a velocity which deprived him of
all consciousness of time or distance and almost
of existence iteelf. He next fonnd himself in

12¢%
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front of a splendid building, with lights from ev-
ery part, streuming out upon night’s durkness,
but from whence issued nosound of mirth or fes-
tivity.  Presently Goodman Ring was introduced
into a spacious hall,he screwedup his fiddle, be-
gan to play, and then the dancing began in good
eatnest. At oncea preternatural influenco came
over him, and he wasamazed at the power of his
own instrument, which seemed to fill that ample
hall to its very roof, and te inspirit dancing which
he now plainly saw was superhursan. It was
here that he saw the widow Martin, the prison-
er af the barswinging and dancing among the
revelleras, like a nimble maiden of eighteen; and
he was willing<o swear to her idemt.ty.

When the dancing ceased, the personage who
first engaged him came with a book for him to
sign, and an ink haorn containg sowething like
blood. Butthe fiddler refused his name, and
casting his eyes downward he saw that cloven
foot which had hean the tarror of all New Eng-
land for halfa century, and in his distress he called
upon God for help. At once a horrid hysteric
langh hurst upon his ears, and then cuddenly all
was darkness, and he found himself in the crotch
of a great pine tree, cold and comfortless, in a
lonely plain and the stars of mideight winking
down upon him. e descended us well as he
could, wandered about in the wouds until morn-
ing light, and then found his way homcy but he
cauld never again find that pine tree that made
the witeh palace.

From thattime forth the witches and Jdemons
had power over him and used himn as they pleas-
ed. And Mather says ““that whenever he was
brought unto their hellish meetings, and showed
any disobedience one of the first things they did
unto him was, to give him a knock on the back,
whereupon he was everas i bound with chaias,
incapable of stirring out of the place till they
should release him.
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After this strange testimony was in, the court
asked Martin what she had to say for herself.—
Bhe replied that she had always led a virtneus
and holy life, that she knew nothing of the erime
whereof she was accused, and she solemnly pre-
tested againat the proceedings and the evidencs
against her.  Yet the jury soon returned a ver-
dict of guilty, and the court pronounced aen-
tence of death.

On the feollowing day Elizabeth How was
tried. The evidence sgainsther was very simi-
lar to that against Martin. She was of Ipewich,
and first became noted as a witch by an abor-
live attempt tojoin the church in that place,
which led to an investigation of her character,
aud breught out her witcherafts,

This woman it was tnought had a burning
witch bridie which tortured any horse that wore
it to efforts beyend its sirength, it would also
turnto a horse any man or beast on whom it was
was piaced. Isaac Cuwinmins swore, that he
had & very spirited mare, which be believed
Howe used freely in her witch frolics. The
mare grew sick and weak without apparent cause,
and opon examination she seemed bruised and
lamedins if rapidly ridden over rocks and rough
plases; aud the marks of the burning witch bri-
dle were visible npon her; nay, she was found
20 sulphurious, that the owner passing near her
one night in the stable with his Jantern she took
fire, and emitted u blue brimstone blaze, fine as
a knitling needle, and which singed her own
hair and endangered the barn. The beast died
soon after in strange spasma.

It farther nppeared by the confessing witches
that Goody Llowe was onc of those who had
been baptized by the devil at Newbury Falls,
and before which baptisin he made them ail
kneel down by the river’s brink and worehip
him.
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Ehzabeth Howe was indicted for witcheraft
upon Mary Walcott and Mary Lewis; the jury re-
turned her guilty and the eourt sentenced her to
death.

Atthis same session were also tried, Sarah
Good, Rebecea Nurse, and Sarah Wilde.

The case of Nurse excited a strong public sen-
sation at her trial;—the testimonials of her Chris-
tian behaviour and extraordinary earein educa-
ting her children, and her excellent example be-
fore them,were so numerous and conclusive that
the jury returned a verdict of not guilty. Upan
which the afilicted girls raised an outcry so hid-
eous, as amazed both court and spectators.

The chief commissioner, Stoughton, said he
would not control the jury. but observed that
they had not well considered an expression of
Nurge. when Hobhs, a confessing witeh. was
produced as a witness; which was, ‘‘what, do
you bring her; she is one of us.”’ Again the ja-
ry went out, and returned, “not guilty.”’ Nurse
was then at the bar, and ‘was asked to explain,
but as she said nothing, the jury went out the
thitd time and brought her in guilty.

When Nurse was afterwards told of the use
made of her words, she wrote to the court an ex-
planation, that ghe did not hear that ehe was re-
quested to explain at the bar, she being some-
what deaf, dnt she only meant that Hobbs was
her fellow prigoner.

Upon this 8ir William Phipps reprieved her,
and again the afflicted, instigated by others, ne
doubt, raised a new eutery and the Salem soci-
ety for the detection of witches alse interfered,
and the reprievé was withdrawn and thereupon
the Rev. Mr. Noycs of Salem, whose church
member she was, excommunicated her in form.

On the 19th of July these five were execated.
At the gallows, Noyes urged Sarah Good v con-
fess, and told her she was a witch and she knew
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it; to which ahe reglied, Sir you are a liar; Tam
no more a witch then you are a wizard, and ir

you take my life, God will give you blood to
drink.
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LETTER XX.

Stoughton and his associates were now the
terror and scourge of the country. On the fifth
of August they sat at Salem. Six vnresisting
and helpless females they had alrexdy hung with-
out law or crime; and whose ferror-stricken
kindred dare not raise even a murmur of discon-
tent. Indeed so subdued uppeared the public
mind, that they now adventared upon the trial
of the Rev. George Burroughs, the only gospel
teacher ever hung for witcheraft in this or any
other Christian country. He had formerly been
the settled minister of Salem village, and now
an avewed infidel in the current notions of witch-
craft. The Rev. Mr. Lawsonalso once a teach-
er in the sarhe place, was more pliant, and wrote
a book flattering to the afflicted and their mha-
gers; had Burroughs followed his example he
might hiave escaped hanging.

Warily indeed did the prosecntors cast their
entanglements about this devoted man. We
first see a fictitious witch sacrament, with ap-
propriate deacons;—next a clergyman, black-
haired, short and thick set, with the devil to ad-
minister. All knew that this aimed at Bur-
roughs. Then eight confessing witches affirmed
that so great was his fidelity and zeal, that he
was to be a king in Satan’s kingdom about te be
established in Magsachusetts. They multiplied
his indictiments tofour* for afflicting those four
bloody impostors, Mary \Walcott, Elizabeth Ho-
bart, Mary Lewis and Ann Putnam. And he
stood before a prejudiced court and jury without
hope of justice, or even of compassion.
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Theafilicted began heir evidence with fits and
outcries. They said Burroughs bit them, and
showed what they ulleged were the prints of his
t#eth on their flesh; and Ang Putnam said that
even now hisspectre presented her the devil’s
book, boasting that he was above the erdinary
rank of witches, Again they w#&re cast into
convulsions and could not proceed. Stoughton
asked Burroughs, who he thought hinderd those
witnesses from testifying. tle replied, perhaps
it was the devil. <*Mow comes the devil,”” said
his Hoenor, *so loth to have any testimony borae
against you?" A foul response bwt in keepiog
with his general conduet.

One of the afflicted declared that she was
once in a trance, and that Burroughs carried her
into a very high mountain and shewed her all
the kingdoms of the earth, and said that he, would
give her all these, if she would write her name in
his book. She did not bid him get behind her,
but told him that the kingdoms were not his to
give, and refused to sign. This wasa girl of
eleven years, how could she distinguish between
a trance and adream? Yet her story went ae
evidence into the case.

Barroughs bad been twies married, and it was
reported that he had ill-tresated his wives. But
he asked the court very pertinently how this
could go to sustain an indictment, for afflicting
Mary Woalcott and for which he was then on tri-
al. But the witnesses were not checked, and
they testified that they had seenthe apparition
of twe women, who said they were Burrough’s
wives; and that he had caused their deaths;and
that the Judges must be told of it: and that fhey
did not krow (strange language for ghosts) but
thog shounld appear in eourt at the trial,

resently Abagail Williams cried oat in great
apparent horror that the ghosts of those two wives
had just now cowe in and were standing before
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Burroughs and erying for vengeance upon him,
Yet Burroughs declared he saw them not, nor
were the sound of their voices heard by the court
or jury. At this the prisoner was said to be
much appalled. No doubt he was so, at the de-
pravity of the witnesses and their evidence.

But the girls went yot further, and affirmed
that the spectre of Burroughs had often threat-
ened to kil them, as he had many others who
refused to obey him; and he named among his
murdered vistims, Mrs. Lawson, nd her daugh-
ter Ann. The story was credited, as they pre-
sumed he might well entertain batred towards
the virtwous wife and daughter of a man like
Deodat Lawson, his predecessor at Salem vil-
lage. And it was now called tu mind, says Math-
er, that the peculiar ecitcumstances eof their
deatha, excited suspicion of witcheraft; yet no
one then suspected from whence it came.

It was further tesiified that Burroughs, not-
withstanding lus holy orders, hated prayer and
the ordiuunces of religion. Hia zeal only burned
in the devil’s catise. The confessing witches al-
so attributed their seduction to his wiles; he led
thew un to witch meetings, or o sorceries, by
the promise of fine clothes and other unbuilowed
pleasures; he brought the poppets, or rag ba-
bies to them for aiilicting people, and taught them
where to stick the pins the most effectually; he
even exhorted them to bewitch all Salem village,
but with caution to prevent discovery; and now,
they aflirmed, for their penitence and confess-
ions, Burroughs and the devils tortured them
eonatinually.

After Burroughs was hung, these cenfessors
recanted, and confessed again the ntter false-
hood of all they hdd said respecting him. But
they could not quicken the dead, or heal the
wounda of bereaved friends, nor soften the hearts
of such men as Steunghton, Mather, Parris, and
the like.
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The evidence was then turngd to show that
Barroughs was endowed with preternatural
atrength. He had been known to hold outin
one hand, by the breech, a gun of seven foet
batrrel as if it had been a pocket pistel, and then
1o reverse it, and sticking his forefinger in the
muzzle, t¢ hold it out at arm’s length that
way. So he would carry a full barrel of cider
or molasses without staggering. Dunt he offered
to show that whutever he did in this way was
to try his strength with an Indian who did the
like, and even more than he could. Bui they
who guve the testimony, says Mather, sawno In-
dian and it was at unce eoncluded it must have
been the devil, as Ann Putnam said he often ap-
peared like an Indian ! How did this testimony
refute Barroughs? Did the witnesses see the
devil in the shape of an Indian at the time ?

One Ruck, a brother-in-law to Burroughs tes-
tified to his pretermatural walking. Oun a cer-
tain occasion a party in his company, went toa
distant field to gather strawberries. When they
returned, a thunder shower was advancing, and
all but the prisoner rode upon horses and ata
quick pace; vet he suddenly slipped out of sight,
and to their astonishment waa at the house, with
his basket of sirawberries before them. Bat
here he offered to show that another man was
with him and walked &s fast as he did, but
Stoughton and his assoelates concluded that this
pretended companion must have been the devil
also and would not hear the evidence.

After this manner was the unfortunate man
overwhelmed with false and absurd testanony,
and the prejudices of these who held his life at
will: and it was sneeringly said that he used
many twiatings and evasions to get off, but with-
out eftact; for the . jury without hesiation re-
turned a verdict of guilty. and the ceurt pro-
neunced his death sentence.

13
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At hiaaxeentinn Mather and other ministore
took card to be present. Burroughs with the rest,
was carted through the strects of Sualem, on hm
way to the gallnwe. Being on the ludder and the
rope about his neck, in solemn and decided
tones he proclaimed his innocence before the
multitude. He then made his dying prayoer,
with a deliberation and fecvency, that won the
admiration of all present, and drew tears from
many eyes In conclusion he pronounced the
Lord’s prayer, withont hesitancy; and the
s‘amen’’ served the hangman for his death sig-
nal. and he was swung off.

After it was over a strong murmur eof discon-
tent ran through the crowd, a popuiar uprear was
fearsd, and & rescue of the other prisoners; but
Mather, as he sat on his horse in the midst, ad-
dressed the people to dissuade them from vio-
lence. Burroughs, he said should not be regard-
ed as a minister after his league with the devil;
and both his prayers and address, however ear-
nest, were still decoptive, for the devil himaeif,
he continned, when he #ill, can assume the guise
of an angel of light.

At the same time, and to assist Mather, a sto-
ry was circulated i the assemubly, that the be-
witched girls could plainly see the black man
standing near Burrounhs, and assisting bim in this
his last effort.  After this the exesutions wenton
in peace.

At this session also was tried and condemned
old Martha Carrier. She was regarded as one
of thu most decided and active witches in the
country, This was the woman, of whom it was
repeatedly testified, that the devil had promised
her that she should be Queen of Hell; an eleva-
tion to which her enemies readily awarded her a
title. Her true character was untiring industry,
ceaseless vigilance, and exiraordinary exacti-
tude in the discharge of ail duties; and as she
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nevet sought excuses for remissness or neglect
she would grant none to others,and as a majority
of the world are ever on the other side, she first
became the Lerror and then the batred of her de-
linquent neighbors In spite to her family, it was
said, that she ruled her husband, and that Good~
man Carrier would never stick to any bargain of
goods or chattels, lands or tenements, unsanc-
tioned by her. Her children too she kept in
strange obedience to her will; but her’s was a
well ordered and a thrifty household. Yet they
called her a witch until the foul stain became
desp and fixed.

It is true her appearance might indicate a sor-
caress. Her form was light—her hands and feet
small and when in metion she was so rapid and
perpendicular, that she seemed to glide rather
than to walk, and aa she would steal apon people
unawares she excited suspicions much to her
discredit as a Christian woman, Then her face
was almost preternaturally large, though comely
and shewed too much knowledge forse smalla
weman. Even when ensnared by a witch pros-
eextion all the public inquisitors seemed to dread
her mettle, Mather declares that when the poor
tortured witnesses were brought forward against
her in conrt avery one espectad thair death on
the very spot. Her malignant leok would strike
them down, and then her touch, her eyes being
averted, would raise them up; and when they
could speak and testified that her shape had
twisted their necks almost round; she said that
they were miserable wretches and no matterif
their necks had baen quite twisted off.

She was indicted for afflicting Mary Walcott
and Elizabeth HubBard; and te makesuze of her
they terrified and tortured twe of her own sons
into cenfession, by tying them neck and heels
togother, until thoy said she was a witeh, and
had algo given them over to the devil, and they
particularized the time and place.
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So old Goedy Foater, and ber daughter and
granddanghter, the two Lacys, were brought up
again to renew the old story of the witch sacra-
mont, ond riding on u pole; & recital of which
wonder/ul adventure deeply iuterested Stough-
ton and his associates, Even in open court du-
ring the trial Busanna Shelden’s hands were tied
so. inexplicably with a wheal band, which they
were obliged to cut, like the Gordian kaot.

Mast of tho testimony on her trial, wes simi-
lar to that given in against Bishop, How, and
Martin; being of vurious injuries to the cattle and
health of the people of Andover. But {o every
accusation she opposed a decided denial; threats
could not weaken her, nor promises seduce her
vasolution 1o abide by the truth, Invitatioas to
rapent, confess and bé saved and which others
accepted so readily, she treated with contempt;
her censclence was too sensitive for such false~
hood and her courage remained unshakenthrough
all the terrors of a public prosecution, trial angd
execution. .

And who will deny to Martha Carrier’s nams
a place among those of recorded martyra for the
lIove of truth,

Whilst Martha Carrier lay in prison under sen-
tence of death, four days before her execution,
her little daughter Sarah was examined and
brought to confession by the witch inquisition.—
The process was as {ollows.

Q.—Sarah Carrier how long have you been
a witch ?

A.—Fver gince I was six ypars.oM.

Q.—How old are you now?

.—Nearly eight years; brother Richard says
I shall be eight years old next Novembar.

Q.—Who made you awitch ?

A.—My mother, and she baptized me, and
put water on e and said ““thou art mina forever
and ever, ameu;’” and she nade me set my hand
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to'the book; it was a red book but the paper
was white,
Q.—Where was this *
+.—1In Andrew Foster’s pasture.
Q.—Who was present with you and your
mother at that time?
J.—Elizabeth Johnson, aunt Tepthaker, apd
my cousin Toothaker.
Q.—Was the black man there ?
A ,~—No sir,
Q.—What did they promise to give you, when
you was baptized ?
A.—A prett '5 black dog !
Q.—And did thé dog e¥er come to you?

——'No sir.

Q —Bntyou said you sawa cat; what did
that say to you?

A.—1It said it would tear me in pieces if I did
not write my name in the book.

Q.—How did you afflict people?

A.—1 pinched them.

Q._VVhat, havn’t you any poppets?

A.—Nosir. (8he was but a decent sized
poppet herself.)

Q.—Then yougo to people, when you pinch
and torment them?

A.—Yes sir.

Q.—Do you go in your body or in your spirit ?

A—1 goin my spirit. Goody Johnson had me
last Saturday to go and bite and pinch Gooay
Pheip’s child.

Q.—How didyou go? {Sarah was at Salem
and Phelp’schild was in Andover.)

A.—My thether carried we.

Q.—But your mother was then, and is now
in %nsmn how did she earry yon?

'he child could not tell; she did not think of
riding on a pole in her spirit, as others had done,
but answared that her mother camu to her like
a black cat.

13*
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@Q.—How did you know that black eatto be
your mother? She again besitated. Perhaps,
said one of the justices, she told you so. Yes,
the eat told e, she was my mother. These
questions were too luminous and rational, and
the inquisitor chunged the subject.

Q.—Have you ever been to any witch meet-
inga? J4.—No sin.

Q —-What is thatin your hand ® She showed
it to the court, Tfwas a wooden speary about
two inches Jong; she said she had it of E. John-
son, who had it of the dewil!

This Elizabeth Johnson named by SBurab Car-
rier, was tried for witchcraft, at the first Superi-
or Court holden under the second charter, at Sa-
lem on the third of Junuury, 1693. Its records
are now extant, and from which I copy her in-
dictment as follows: *‘For that the said Fliza~
beth Jubuson, of Audover in the Connty of Es-
sex,on or about, and ¢ivers other times, us
well before as after; in the township of Andover
afuresaid, wickedly, malicionsly and feloniously,
a covepant with the devil did make, by whick di-
abolical covenant she gave herself both body and
oul 1o the devil; and signed the devil’s book; and
by him was baplizedand wnlohim, renonnced
her Christiar daptism, and God und Chrisl,and
owned the devil jor her God, und promised
to serve and obey him forever; by which wicked
covenant she the said E. J. is become a de-
testable witch; contrary to the peace of our Sov-
areign Lord and Lady, the King and Queen,
their erown and dignity, and the laws in that ease
made and provided.”’

There is a second count for afflicting Sarah
Phelps of Andover, the child spoken of by Surah
Carrier.  Upon this indictmentthe jury found her
“not guilty,”” and she was discharged by order
of the court, upon paying her prison fees!

Mary Toothaker also named by little Sarah
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Carrier, as being present at her consecration to

the devil, was the sister of Martha Carrier, and

beionged to Billerica. She was tried at the Su-
perior Court, holden at Charlestown on the last
Tuesday of January, 1693, and acquitted by the

jury. Her extraordinary indictment I copy also
frows the rosords us fullows: <-For that the said
Mury Toothaker, of Billerica in the County of
Middlesex, widow, on or about, at and in the
town of B. in the county of M.atoresaid wicked-
ly, feloniously, and maliciously o covenant with
the devil did make and for confitmation of the
said covenant, made & mark upon & pieceof birch
rind, (bark) which the devil’ brought to her,
(for want of paper, ) LA *  and
promised to serve the devil, and to praise him
with her whole heart; by which diabolical cove-
nant, with the devil made, in manner and form
as aforesaid, the said Mary 'I'oothaker has be-
come a detestable witch against the peace, &c.””

There is no second count in this indictment,
and no specification of the time when the cove-
nant upon birch bark, with the devil, was signed
by Goody Toothaker. Ifit was executed before
October, 1692; it was then not an indictable of-
fence. Butthe record leaves it in doubt, wheth-
er the fact was before or after.the law.

The boldness and even uMraism of the Ando-
ver witches in covenanting with the devil, and
renouncing infant baptismn, and receiving an adult
baptism at his hands by plunging in rivers and
ponds, (a hit by the standing order, atthe Ana-
baptists,) and in riding on poles with him, siar-
tled and terrified the country. Some of these
prattices were peculiar to that company, and
brought ont by the spectral discoveries, of Aba-
gail Williams and other pupils of old Tituba.—
Under this excitement the General Court met
at. Boston in QOetober, 1692, and then passed
a law of death against those who should feed,
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consult, employ or covenant with any evil or
wicked spirit.

Goody Toothaker on trial, was acquitted by
the jury; her being the sister of Martha Carrier
no doubt led to her presecution.

George Jacobs of Salem, was tried this term.
He was nearly eighty years of age; and by what
malice he was selected as a victim, does not now
appear. After he was imprisoned they cried out
against his son, his son’s wifé and davghtar. The
son left all, and fled for his life out of the~¢harter
limits; the wife, who was at times deranged, the
marshall decoyed to prison, under promise that
she shonld soon return, leaving a family of weep-
ing little ones to the charity of neighbors.

Margaret, the daughter, wds alsoarrested and
terrified into confession of witcherafi, and then
used as a witness to destroy her own grandfather
and the Rev. George Burroughs, for which she
was liberated. DBut when she found they were
gentenced to death. she became conscianca-amit.
ten, and sent to Btoughton and ius associates, a
recantation, and was thereupon again commitfed
to prison, 'L'here on her knees and with many
tears, she begged pardon of those whom she had
so deeply injured; they kindly strove to console
her, prayed with her, and forgave her.

In the midst of surrounding violence and mor-
al desolation, such virtue is refreshing. Her let-
tera ta the econrt and her father show an exbol-
lent understanding, and un exquisite conseidhce,
the choicest of all blessings.

To the court sho wrotc thus: ¢“May it please
your Honors,—I was cried out upon by some of
the possessed persons as nofflicting them; upon
which I was brought to examination, then those
persons fell down at the sight of me. They told
me that1 did it, though I eould not tell how, and
that if I would not confess I should be put dewn
into the dungeon and would be hanged; but if ]
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would confess I ghonld have my life: the which
did so affright me, with my own vile wicked
heart, 10 aave my life, that I made the confes-
sion { did; which they say I swors to, but I was
ignorant ef it, not knowing wkat an outh did
mean, Butmay it please the honored court, my
confession is wholly false. What 1 said againat
my grandfatherand Mr. Burroughs was altogeth-
er untrue. I did it to save my life. But the
Lord in whom I trust, charging it tomy con-
science made me in 80 much horror that I eould
not contain myself nnyil I bad denied my confes-
sion; thopgh in doing X saw nothing but death
before.ma, £hoosing rather to die with a quiet
conscience than live in such horror. Tlpan de-
nying my confession I was committed to prison,
where I enjoy more felicity in spirit, a thousand
times. than I did I my enlargement. And now
T leave it to your Honors’ pious discretion, to
take pity on my tender years, aud to do with me
ad the Lord ahave, and your Ilonors shall see
good, having now no friend but the Lord to
plead my cause, MARGARET JAcoBs.”’

A few days aftar her grandfather and Mr. Bar-
roughs were hung, she wrote thus to her father,
who was then put of the jurisdiction, in Rhode
Island or New York.

<“From my dungeonin Salem prison, August
20th, 1692.

Hovored Father:

After my humble duty remembered to you
hoping in your good health, as blessed be God I
enjoy, though in affliction, being closcly confined
here in a loathsome dungeon; the Lord look
down in mercy upon me not knowing how soon
I shall be put to death, by meuns vlihe afflicred
persons, my grandfather haviog already suffered,
and all his estate seized for the king.

The reason of my imprisonment again, is this;
I having throagh the threatenings of the magis-
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trates, and my own vile and wretched heart,
confessed several things contrary to my con-
science and knowledge, and tec the wound-
ing of my soul, (the Lord pardon me for it;) but
oh! theterrors ¢f a wounnded conscience whe
can bear ! But blessad bethe Lord, he weuld
not let me go on in wy sins, and in mercy to my
soul, [ hope, wonld not suffer me to keep it any
longer; 1 was forced 1o confess the truth of all
before the magistrates, who would not belikwe
me afid they have put me here and God kwows
how soon I shall be put to death. Dear father,
let me beg your prayers to theLord on my be-
half and send us a joyful and happy meeting in
heavpn. My mother (then in prison with Mar-
garet) poor woman, is very crazy at times, and
remembers her kind love to you. Bo leaving you
to the protection of the Lord, I rest your dutifal
daughter, MaraarFT JAcCOES.

This yoang woman was the first, whohad the
courage {0 deny her confession, under the frowns
of the constardtmgistrates; and although she
expected dwath forit, yet she was saved bya
mere accident. s

The time set for her trial was the 17th of
Sevtember, and being then sick in prisen she
passed by the last session of Stoughton’s bloody
witch court. On the third of January 1693, her
case came before the Superior Court, then new-
ly organized by the Gencral Court, where she
was tried and found net guilty by the jury. Had
she been brought before Stoughton in Beptember
she would have been lost. Margaret’s indict-
ment and that fouad against her mother, stand
the firat upon the records of the Supreme Court
of this Commonwealth.

They were tried for afflicting some of the be-
witched band at Salem, as were all these who
ware executed. Noue of the Balem witches
were ever indicted for covenanting with the dev~
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il and being baptized by him. This, as I have
said, was peeoliar to the witches of the northern
towns of Massachusetts, who were thought by
the goveruuent to be more spirited and rebel-
lious than their southern sisters.

Bat so ill understood at that season was the
filial piety of Marguret Jacobs and which sheuld
always stand in contrast with the then current of
thought and conduct, that it excited no compaa.
sion, in the rulers towards herafllicted house.

In seizing the estate of her grandfather after
his condemnation in the name of the king and
queen, but for the charter rulers, the mﬁﬂmll
took his old wife’s weddidg ring, l}
household provisions, so #hnt she like Ile
grand-children were cast upon charity for even
the preservation of life.
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LETTER XXI.

John Proctor and his wife with Jobn Willard
ware alse tried atthe August session of the com-
mMiss10ners.,

Willard, had for some time been used by the
persecators, aa a witch hunter, and to bring in
the victims for examination; 8 most odious and
unpopular odico. But the many cases of indi-
vidual and family distress and despair, which he
duily witnessed in this einployment, at lasf 80 ex-
cited his compassion, that he refused toact. Im-
mediately vpon which, and to punish signally the
sapposed aflront and rebellion, he was cried out
upon as being lumself in league and covenant
with the devil,.und well knowing his danger, he
at once turned and fled northwardly, into the
wilderness towards Canada. But swift runners
were sent on foot in the same direction who soon
came up with him. And it was given out by his
enemies, that the bewitched girls at Snlem were
tonscious of the exact moment of his arrest,
though many miles distant; and that one of them
cried out i open court, “now Willard is taken !*?
which proved.to be correct. 1Te was brought
back, and hung in terror to all offenders against
the then dominant bloody influences.

Proctor and his wife were those whose prima-
ry examination of the 11th of April has been al-
ready detailed. Some of the same magistrates
who then advised their commitment, now sat on
their final trial, and they found no favor. Both
were returned guilty by the jury and both re-
ceived gentence of death from the commigsioners,
and with enly ten days space to prepare for eter-
nity.
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Goody Proctor turned out tobe in delicate
health and circumstances, and her execution was
deferred until the fary of persecution was past,
and she wus saved.

But for Proctor himself, althongh he became
ensnared hy bhis conjugal fidelity, there was no
cowmigeration or hope ; and as death peatly ap-
proached, he showed more fear than any of his
suffering compunions. Indeed, in all these ter-
rors, it was notorious that females suffered with
the most patience and fortitude.

Hia letter to five of the principal clergymen in
und about Boston shows their supposed influence
with the government, and in the witch prosecu-
tions.

It was written in prison a little before his trial,
and is addressed—Messrs. Mather, Allen, Moody,
Willard and Bailey, thus:—

“REVEREND GENTLEMEN,

The innocency of our case, with the en-
mity of our nccusers, judges and jory, whom
pothing but our innoceut bloed can satisfy, makes
us bold to beg and implore your favorable as-
gistance of this our humble petition to His Ex-
cellency, that if possible our innocent blood may
be spared. All the wmagistrates, ministers,” ju-
rors and people in general, are greatly incensed
against us, by the delusion of the devil, and yet
we know in our own consciences that we are all
iuncecnt persons.

“Here are five who have lately confessed them-
selves to be witches, and do accuse some of us
of being with thew at a witeh sacrament at Sa-
lem village and that, even since we have been
here committed into close prison !

¢This we know to be a lie.

*“Two of the five are young men, (they were
Richard Carrier and his brother; Martha Carrier’s
two soma) who would not contess until they were
tied neck and heels together and the blood was

14
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ready to start out of their noses; and then one
said he had been a wizard abont a month, and
the other for five weeks; and that their mother
mods themeo; and yet their mother has been
here in close prison for wore than nine weeks.”
Perhaps she did it in the shape of a black cat &s
she appeared to her litile dauglier Sarah, after
she was in prison,

“My son William Proctor when he was exam-
ined beciuse hie would not confess that he was
guilty, when he kuew that he wasinnocent, was
tied neck ard heela together until the blood start-
wd from his nuse.  And they would have kept
kim in this posture twenty-four hours, if one wmore
merciful thun the rest, had not released bimn.

““Ihese actions are very like the Popish eru-
elties. We are undone in our estates aiready;
and that will not suifice without our innocent
blood also.””

After Proctor and his wife were committed to
prieon, the sheritf'seized all his gneds, cattle, and
provisions, in the name of the king and queen.—
Some of the property was sacrificed by a forced
sale; the cattle were killed and barrelled up for
the West India market ; and the oppressive min-
isters of justice, or of witcheraft, cast the beer out
of tho barrel and the broth out of the put, that the
value of the empty vessels might not be lost to
their Majesties; so that nothing was left in the
house fora fumily of young children, deprived of
both father and mother, Neither the property or
itsvalue was ever returned to Proctor’s widow
and heirs.

Proctor concluded his letter to the ministers
with an earnest request that his own, and the oth-
er witch trials might be had at Boston, where he
hoped there was more virtue end liberality; and
if this could net be, that the present commission-
ers might be removed and others more impartial
put in their places: and finally, that if their trials
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should fually come on in Salem, that some or all
of the ministers whom he addressed, would come
down and be present, hoping thereby they might
prevent the shedding of innoeent blood ; und he
concludes by beseeching their prayers in his be-
half.

This man’s appeal, for its good sense and hu-
mility, might have well moved the heart of & pa-
gan. Even the neighboring Indians at that time,
and they were inany, marvelled at the fanaticism
and inhumanity of the white men towards each
other.

But its effect on the hearts of those to whom it
was addressed, was manifest at the gallows tree,
when Proctor and his companions were hung ;:—
Mather, Parris, Noyes and many other ministers
did appear there, not indeed to save innocent
blood, but to check the risings of popular com-
passion; and thereby 1osecure the execution of
five innocent cit:zens of the republic.

Up to his last moments, Proctor begged hard
for his life, or for only a little space to prepare,
or for repentance, often saying he was not fit to
die ; butall ts no purpose.

Afterhe went up the ladder, he begesed Mr.
Naoyes, his ewn pastor, to pray with himn; but be
refused, becauss Proetor would not confess him-
selfl guilty of witcheraft, and thus give the stron-
gest possible sanction to the bloody measures
thea in progress. And he was at last forcibly
pushed off, begging for his life and protesting
that he was an innocent man.

On the 9th and 17th of September the witch
commissioners sat and sentenced to death fifteen
more ; and on the 22n4d of the same month, eight
of these. viz: Murtha Corey already mentioned,
Mary Easty of Topsfield, Alice Parker, and Ann
Puodater of Salem, Margaret Scott of Rowley,
Mary Parker and Samuel Wardwell of Ando~
ver,and William Reed of Marblehead, were
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hung; and as the cart with these ascended witch
hill to the place of execution, it proceeded with
difficalty, and at last cawne to astand; whereup-
on the afflicted declured that the devi) himself
blocked the wheels, Why should he hinder a
witch execution ? It was doctrine then, that at
their death, he had the immediate possession of
their souls.

It was on this occasion that the Rev. M.
Noyes, turning to the eight bodies hanging on
the tree, said aloud to the by-standers, **how sad
itis to see those eight fire brands of hell, hang-
ing there !’

Wardwell, was onée of those who had confess-
ed himself guilty of witcheraft; but afterwarda
denicd his cunfession, When he was on trial
his former confession, and the spectre evidence
of the afilicted, were given in against him, and
this was all the evidence,

Calef saysthat at his execution, whilst ad-
dreasing the peopleand protesting his innocence,
thie hangman smoked tobacco, abd the swoke
blowing in his face interrupted his discourse; but
the accuaers said that it was the devil who smoked
him.

Here it seems according to the afflicted, the
devildid not wish his manio escape: conlrary
to his alleged conduct in the cases of Burroughs
and Proctor.

Mrs. Mary Easty, hung on thia occasion was
also the sister of Kebecca Nurse, and no doubt
but that her connection with that jli-fated worm-
an who was herself a victim 1o sisterly love, was
the cause of her persecution and death. The
three sisters were noted for their mutnal love.—
Her’s was a hard case and excited great public
commiseration. It was hoped that her spotless
churacter and example would prove too sirong
on her trial, for thefictions and fits of the afflict.
ed and their partizans. Butthey employed a ju-
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vy of eight women, and a doctor to seareh her
body for the devil’s marks, and an excresence
was found which was pronounced to be a witch
teat; and it torned the case agninst her.

Shortly befure her execution, she called her
hasband, children and friends about her in pris-
on, and gave thew her last farewell, withsuchaf-
fectionate and pious exhortation, as drew tears
from the eyes of all present. She also sent to
the court the folluwing petition, which presents
4 vivid pjctore of her case, and of the umhal-
lowed times ocn which she had fallen.

““Tv +tes Honorable Judge and Bench, now sit«
ting in Salem, and the Rev. Ministers; This pe«
tition hambly sheweth; That whereas your poor
petitioner being condemned to die, deth humbly
beg of you to take into your judicious and pious
consideration, that your poor and humble peti-
tioner knowing my own innocency (blessed be
the Lord for it) and seeing plainly the subrility
and wiles of my accnsers towards myself, can-
not but judge charitably of others, who are go-
ing the same way to death with me, if the Lord
step not mightily in.

*‘l was confined a whole month, on accusa«
tion of witcherafi, and then cleared by the af-
flicted persons, as some of your Honors know,
and in two days time | was cried oul upon by
them aguin, and have been since confined, and
now am condemned to die. The Lord above
knows my innocence,and it will be known at
the great day by men and angels. 1 petition to
your Honors, not for mv own life, for I know
1 muost die, and my appointed time is set. [
question rot but your Honors do ta the utmost
of your powers in the discovery and detecting of
witches, and would not for the world be guilty of
innocent blood; but by my own innocency I
know you are in the wrong way. Way tha Lard
in mercy, dir‘oct you in this great work.

4t
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*] would humbly beg that your Hanars wonld
be pleased to examine some of those confaasing
witches; I being confideat that there are some of
themn who have belied themselves and athers, us
will appear, il not in this world, [ am sare it will
in the world to come, whither [ am going.

““They say that myself and others have made
a league with the devil; we cannot confess. 'The
Lord knows they belie me, as [ question not they
do others; the Lord alone who is the searcher
of all hearts knows, as Ishall answer at his
judgment seat, that 1 know not the least thing of
witcheraft, therefore T caanot, I durst not, belie
my own soul.

“I beg your Honorw not ‘o deny this my hum-
ble peiition. from a poor dying innocent person,
and I question not but the Lord will givea bless-
ing to yourendeavors, MARrY EasTY.”

'This tonching and modest declaration Mary
Easty sealed with her blood. Her husband,
Captain Isaac Easty, was a soldier, and then stood
in arms against the French and ¥ndisus, and 10
defend the country end the same powse which
forced away his wife from her once happy home
and family, and without regaid to her known
piety and virtue, carted her wp witch hill and
hung her on the limb of a tree,

Of the other persons hung vn the 22d of Sep-
tember 1692, few particulars have comedown to
8, either in history or by iradition, It was ihe
last execution aud it3 atrocity manifestly weaken-
ed the authority of Phipps’ bloody witch court,
and the credit of the Puarris afflicted band. It
swelled the number of victims 0 twenty,nineteen

of whom had now been hung on that fatal gal-
lows-tree, in after-ages an object of peculiar su-
persinious dread ; and their bodies, unhonored
even by funeral decencies, though not unwept by
private affection, were cast with public ignominy
into mntimely graves sbout ils roots. But the
tree withered, a3 was vupposed, thunder-smitten,
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and stood for years with lesfless, outstrotchod
branches and sapless trouk, until burned to the
ground by the descendants in the third and fourth
generation of those who suifercd on it. In au-
perstitious minds tempests and torrents could
not wash away the blood from the unhallowed
hill whereon it grew, and the soil wes cursed
and barren of all wholesome vegetation.

But all were not executed who were tried and
sontenced. Besides Elizabeth Proctor. Abigail
Yalkner of Andover waa saved by her delicato
family condition. At her trial the court took
the cenfession of her little daughter, ten years
old, against her. But Dorcas Hoar of Beverly,
Rebeces Eums of Boxford, Abigail Hobhbs of
Topsfield, Mury Bradbury of Salisbury, and Ann
Foster and Mary Lacy of Andover, all flatiered
their persecutors by a confession of the charges
againat them, and thus eacaped death.

"Ehit whole staughttet of the innoeent-undar the
simflitede of legal forms, was the work of litile
more than three short mouaths. A sudden bereave-
meut, indeed, of neur andloved friends. When,
however, a lawful court was established, this
sham tribunal, happily for the country, came to
an end. And itis some eonspidtion 1o know
that it was entirely discontinaed with the regu-
lar jurisprudence of the country.

It was the only palpably illegitimate court
which ever sat in Massachusetts ; and as trea-
sonable a usurpation of power as that which
hung the Quakers in king Charles’ reign. Both
Sir William and his advisers shoald have bheen
held responsible to their Majesties for the blood
of the people. The knight was, indeed, soon
after called home to London and disgraced ; his
crime was, kicking the captain of a man-nf.war
publicly on Boston long wharf. Whilst his de-
spotie witch commission, and partial desth-war-
vants and pardens, were passed without notice.



164 LETTERS ON THE

Ilow strangely fall upon mien the honors and the
ignominy of this world !

But no men of legal attainments sat on that
cowmmiissivy, nor did any lawyers appear before
it,-unless in behalf of the prosecutors. Cotton
‘Mather’s reports give no arguments of counsel.
“Plis rulers then carefully prejudiced the people
againt ‘the profession—and Mather himself, at
thte same tine he urged forward bloody witch
executions, was very busy in getting up a soei-
ety for the suppression of petty lawsuits,

Btoughton, the chief commissioner, was edu-
cated for the ministry, and was entirely in the
intecests of the church. His conduct proved
that those who procured his appointment, well
understood their man. He was very artful, and
had a hard heart. His father was lerael Stough-
ton, a miller in Dorchester.

Sewall, thovgh a military man, was much
more sensitive and scrupulous. But he was
young in office, and seems actually to have been
taken by surprise.

Richards from a pnor servant became a rich
merchant ; but he was a mere man of pelf,
lika Sir William, and favored what was called
the country interest, or the old church and state
aristocracy, against which Boston generaily took
the democratic side—much as the city of Lon-
don used to oppose the crown, and the country
aristocracy of landed wealth. John Proctor
knew this well when he urged to be tried by a
Boston jury, and was refused, as ao acquittal
might have broken the spell.

Saltonstall, Gidney, and Sergeant, were very
little known in our history except in connection
with this commission, and Wait Winthrop was
the grandson of the first governor of Massachu-
setts.

Of these seven, four only were the eﬂ'iciem
agents, Stoughton, Sewall, Winthrop and Gidney.
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LETTER XXII.

The General Court met on the second Wednes-
day of October 1692, It then passed an uct es-
tablishing a Superior Court of Judicature over
the whole province, with full jurisdiction in all
watters civil and criminal.

Under the act, and by virtue of his charler pow-
ers, Sir Wiiliam Phipps appointed for judges,
Stoughton, Winthrop, Sewall, Richards, and
Dantorth,

At the same session was passed a law entitled
‘“An act agawnst conjuration, w\tchcmft and
dealing with wicked and ¢vil Jpirits.”” 1 give it
in ita.terms; as pertinent history of the "public
mind at that season, and far betier than I can
write.

““Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the governor,
council, and representatives, 1n general court
assembled, and by authority of the same, that if
any person or persons shall use, practige, or ex-
ercise, any invocation or conjuration of any evil
or wicked spirit, or shall consult, covenant with,
entertain, emplay, feed, or reward, any evil and
wicked spirit to or for any intent or purpose, or
take up any dead man, woman, or child, out of
his, her, or their grave, or any other plate where
the dead body resteth, or the skin, bone or any
other part of any dead person, to be employed
or used in any manner of witcheraft, sorcery,
charni or enchantment, or shall use, practise, or
exercisa, any witcheraft, sorcery, charm, or en-
chantment, whereby any person shall be killed,
flpmroyed, wasted, consnmed, pined, or maimed

in his or her body, or any part thereof, T.hal:
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then avery such offendcr or offenders, their uid-
ers, abettors, und counsellors, being of any of
the said offences duly and lawfully cenvicted
and attainted, chall suffer the pains of deaih us a
felon or felous.”’

*¢ And, further, to the intent that all manner of
practive, use or cxercise, of witcheraft, enchant-
mwent, charm er soreery, should be henceforth
utterly avoided, abolished and taken away,””

“Ses. 2. Be i enacted, by authority as
aforeeaid, thétsif ##y person or persons shall
take upon him or them by witcheraft, enchant-
meant, charm or -surcery, to 1ell or declare in
what place any treasure of gold or silver should
or wight be found or hid in the earth or other
secret places, or where goods or things lost or
stolen sbould be found, or become, or to the in-
tent to provoke any person to unlawful love, or
whereby any cattie or goods of any person shall
be destroyed, wasted or pined, or to hurt or
destroy any person in lus or her body, although

. the same bsnot effected and done, that then all
and every such person and persons so offending,
and being thereofl lawfully convicted, shall, for
the said offéence, saffer imprisonment by the
space of one whole year, without bail or main-
prize, and once in every quarter of the said
vear shall, in some shire town, stand openly
upon the pillory by the space of six hours, and
there shall openly confess his or her error and
offenee, which said offence shall be written in
capital letters and placed upon the breast of said
offender.”’

¢ And il any person or persons, being onee
convicted of the rame offence, and shall ngain
conmnit the like offence, and being of any of the
suid offences the second time lawfully and duly
convicted and attainted as is aforesaid, shall auf-
fer pains of death as a felon or felons.”

1t 1s by no means novel in our history, t# find
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the religious dogmas of the church, as settled at
synods, spread also upon the statuts book, and
we have seen the disastrous consequences. Bot
it was a novelty 1o embody in legal form the
grossest of all popular superstitione—to legislate
upon a funcied intercourse belween men and the
spuits of the invisible world, und 1o regulate
that intercourse by wholesome enactments.

This law was a copy of the English statute of

James the first against witcherali.
By the terms of the provinciul charter, ali laws
passed by the government nnder it, were to be
sent over to England for the.-king's approbation
or disapproval, at any lime within three years.
King William upow inspeetion rejucted this law,
aud {rom that perind it becums a dead letter
and no maiice or ambition could revive it here.

But the king’s negative came late, and after
all the mischief which public eentiment would
allow was accomplished, At the time of its
enactment, nothing eonld exceed the terror and
disway of the country, especially in the county
of Essex and about Boston.

All felt conseions that their lives were at the
will of some waywaid and interested power.
They saw thut whosoever by futtery, fulsehood,
and confession of air alléged capital offence, did
homage to that power, were never punished ;
whilst those who held to the truth and obsyed
théir own eonsoiences, were invariably doomed
to die.

Hence we find all those who pleaded for mer-
ey, like Proctor and Mary Easty, seemed not to
consider their lives in the keeping of the Jaw,
but at the pleasure of the rulers, and a heart
sickening dospair runs through all their {an-
guage.

What tyranny of Nero, Caligula, or Robes-
pierre, could exceed thia?

It was now the latter part of October, and
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examinations and commitments for supposed
witcherafts were of almost daily occurrence.
Calef assures us that in addition to those execa-
ted, above a hundred and fifty were in prison,
ahd two hundred more accused, or under such
suspicion as rerndered their lives unsafe. These
being mostly in Essex, then thinly peopled, there
could hardly be a family in it free from the ca-
lamity, immediately or in a remote degree,

The law establishing the new court fixed its
first session at Salem. on the third of January
following. During the intervening months the
public mind was deeply agitated, and the open-
ing events supplied ample materials for reflee-
tion.

All knew that Sir William, in matters of
witcheraft, was but an instrument in the hands
of others. We see that Proctor addressed the
leading ministers of the gospel when he begged
to be tried in Boston. Ordinarily the application
would have bheei made to the governor and
council. Others, also, of the accused and con-
demned regarded that order as the arbiters of
their destiny. But when men saw the lisatenant
governor, Stoughton, the chief witch commis-
sioner, destitute of legal attainments, and yet
made chief justice of the superior conrt—and
thus in place to procure bloody witeh laws and
to see to their execution—they turned in despair
from such an administration, and rested for re-
lief, vpon tardy public justice and sympathy.
This sympathy and justice could only reach the
oppressed through the juries, and we shall see
that there, in truth, bezau the redeeming power ;
for jurors in the end began to acquit, notwith-
standing the frewns of the court and of the ruling
influences. )

For a long time the public mind had been
confounded and over-awed, by the apparent
bloed-thirstiness and pertinaeity of the original
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afflicted band at Sulom village. These had, in-
deed, some faint imitsters in Andover, Lynn,
Reading and Malden, yet they still remained the
pritne soarce of evil ay at first; and vpen their
testimony and spectral vision, all the blood had
been shed ; for, as yet, no conviction by jury
had been procured without it

Then it surprised the most incredulous and
philesophic, to see the slender frames of the
children sustain an almost perpetual excitement
of strong convalsions, and outeries, under affec-
tation of the endurance of pain approaching to
hell tormenta, for the term of aimost cue whole
year. Up to this period in our witch history,
no afflicted children had held out Jong. The
Godwins, and others before them, could not
continue the deception but a few weeks. But
now Tituba’s pupils exceeded all others, as
much in perseverance as in other respects.

Abigail Williams, Elizabeth Hubbard, Mary
Warren, Mary Walcott and Ann Putnam, ac-
quired spectral vision by the salted cake in Feb-
roary, and she records of the Superior Court
show, that at the following January term at Sa-
lem, their spasms and witch sight were there
used against five of the accused then on trial—
but withont success. In the interim their direct
agency, by these arts, had compassed the death
of twenty innocent persons, and caused the im-
prisonment of over one hundred and fifty mare.
From all which some estimate may.be formed
of the magnitude of their labors, at primary ex-
aminations and on final trials.

Another startling fact was, the motive and
method apparent in the madness of these chil-
dren. They selected victims upon a regular and
fixed policy, and which betokened the schemes
of much older heads than their own.

Through fear of them, or the power behind,
and operating through them, their accusations

15
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were echoed back by confesssions of witcheraft,
aganst all truth and soberness ; and then the
fute of Wardwell was a terrible warning to all
conluysurs never 1o recant.

They subdued to base servitude the J]aw min-
isters of tueir will.  Willard, a sherifl, was
vried out upon only when he refused to harrass
innocent people upon their accusations. It was
not his witcherafis, bot bis heresy and disobe-
dience, which were offengive ; and they punish-
ed him even to blood, and that without remorse.
Even Dudley Bradstreet’s character and public
services could not save him, and his brother
John was equally obnoxious. Even the dog of

_the latter was accused of striking the afflicted
down with his eyes, like an ordinary witeh, and
he was hung for the offence  Another dog was
said to be bewitched and was kiiled, heing, as
Calef relates, the only one of the afllieted ever
punished.

When Mrs. Nurse was acquitied, the afflicted
girls, by their dismal outeries, terrified both:
coart-and jury into her conviction—gm#l when
she was reprieved by the Governor, he, too,
was made sensible of their power, and gave up
the innocent woman to her fate.

One cried out against the Secretary of Con-
necuicut colony, whom she had never seen or
known ; and anothor against Mrs. Hale, wife of
the minister of Beverly, whe had onecc been a
great witch hunter, but from some cauvse now
unknown had fallen under the displeasure of
the affficied, or those who inflwenced their
movewments.

The Rev. Mr, Willard of Boston was a mild
and wise man, and strove, By wisting and dis-
course, to discourage prosecutions, he too was
cried out npon ; but'the court would not heed
it.

The very terms of the outery against Captain
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John Alden, before the multitude, thua:—<‘there
stands John Alden, a bold fellow ; he sels
powder and shot to the Indians, goes with the
squaws and has pappooses ** ! shows that it was
not the little girl’s inventien who uttered it.

Even Ludy Phipps, Sir William’s wife, was
more than once hinted at, and was thought 1o
be in some danger, She was known to be much
her husband’s superior in sagacity and benevo-
lence, and she was also sceptical in matters of
witcheraft.  Many of his reprieves and pardons
were attributed to her influence.

The following incident gave her no credit
with the witch prosecutors, although it will
embaln her memory in the minds of all benev-
olent and liberal people. A young woman of
good character had been accused, and was in
prison for witcheraft, and in daily expectation
ol trial and condemnation. In despair of all
ather help, her friends resolved to apply to the
governor ; but he being absent the petition was
presented to his lady. She could not resist her
inclination to deliver the oppressed, and to save
life—and sat down and wrote a warrant of dis-
charge to the prison-keeper, and subscribed it
with her husbiand’s name, and that so well imi-
tated as to escape immediate detection. Upon
the receipt of it, the prison-keeper, concluding
that all was right, promptly delivered the young
woman to her lru-'nds, who took her, and before
the deception could be detected fled to a place
of safety. By this the lady hazarded her own
life and the jailor lost his piace, and Sir William
himself was significantly reminded, ** that before
he could govern the state with success, he must
learn to take care of his.own family.”®

Such accusations would necessarily recoil on
those who made them. Thé& instinct of self-
preservation would, in auch a case, be sure to
work out the ends of justice: A witer of that
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age remarks, quaintly but with force, that ‘“ out
of the eater came forth meat ; those very acen-
sers who had been improved as witnesses against
g0 many, by the providence of the Most High,
and perhups blinded by malice, were left to ac-
cuse those in mest high esteem, both magisirates
and winisters, as guilty of witcheraft ; which
showed our rulers that a necessity lay upon
them, to confound that which had so long con-
founded the country ; themselves being unwil-
ling to run the same risks.””  ¢¢This, in the end,
was as life from the dead, and a signal deliver-
ance to the whole couniry,” Yet this writer
did not totally reject witcheraft.

But we of this age have greater light. We
know the whole witch panic was artificial, It
was against common sense and equal justice, and
required great efforis to sustain it.

We may say, however, with truth, that his-
tory presents the public judgment and con-
science of our nation, in the main, as wonderfully
sensitive and sound: And thus far it has been
found adequate to reform the abuses of special
interests, and 1o master the most intricate gues-
tions of our self-governing policy. The public
mind has ever been here the governing power ;
it has been disciplined and consulted from the
beginning upon all questions of common interest,
and has improved by practice,

Thera ia, therefnre, n rare -consistency and
philosophy in our history worthy of profound
attention. It is the history of the Common
Mind in the exercise of the sovereign power,
and of & wuch higher order than that of princes
and conquerors,. As 1t sits upon no visible
throne its power is often usurped unseen ; -oft-
times it is betrayed by false and interested coun-
sellors, and by frauds and combinations innu-
merable ; and perhaps never more thun on the
eccasion under review. This treacherous witch
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error was peculiarly disastrous and hard fo heal.
But as the comwon mind is the wisest of all
pntentates, it retraced its false movement, slow-
ly, indeed, but with great circumspection, and
in the end restored itself to serenity and equal
justice.

W e have seen that the public eredence given
to the -pretended spectral vision of the Salemn
afflicted girls, was one great cause of the public
distress, Without this there would not, prob-
ably have been a single conviction. Indeed,
from the time that this preternatural vision was
boldly questioned convictions ceased.

The topic was argued and considered by the
people thus. Admitting, it was said, that the
afflicted spoke the truth, and believed they saw
the ghosts or spectres of persons, hovering round
them, yet it waw;all the devil’s magic, who did
in this but mock their vision.

Bat then the children were in substantial tor-
mecnt by these spectres ; and this was no mock.
ery or deception.

But it was replied thit these torments were
the devil’s work, also ; ~ and that the persoss
whose spectres he sucreptitionsly and fraudu-
lently used in it, ought not to lLe prejudiced
thereby. He might use the spoctrea of the meast
pious, in malice, to destroy them' by the hands
of the exccutioner, as twenty people had already
been; and it was hard to say whose case was
the most deplorable, the afflicted themiselves or
those whose shape the devil used ; for whom
the devil spured the rulers aud the law destroyed.

Upon this arose the great controversy, wheth-
er the devil conld, of his mere will and motion,
aflict any human being, or appear in any inno-
cent person’s shape, Goody Martin, on her trial,
hinted that he could ; as in the case of his ap-
pearing to Saul in the shape of St. Samuel ; and,
therefore, she well inferred that he might tor-

15*
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ment the afflicted in her shape. Aund many
others were of the same opinion. Bat the more
orthodox said, No ; he ecannot appear or affiiet
by his own power, but it is by covenant and
compact with the witch who serves him ; she
alone cau loose him from hell, and commission
him for mischief to the human race, und by her
permission only he becomes the true prince of
the power of the air, bringing down storms and
tempests on land or ocean, and can inflict plagues,
wars, diseases, and render solid substances in-
visible ; und do other thinga contrary to the
course of natare.

It was in vain to reply to these, that God
alone had chained the devil to the bottomless
pit, and restrained his wrath and malice towards
the children of men ; and that, vpon their theu-
ry any old woman can let him out, and qualify
herself to work miracles in conjunction with
him. But they were eflectually answered when
tha afflicted declared thet thoy began to see the
speetres of some of the most pious and honored
it tho land, hovering about them for mischief.
Then they paused in terror, but without ac-
knowledging their srror, they fell at once to
diserediting the chitldren’s stories.

The witsh comnissioners at Sulewn had,
alse, often allowed the bewitched children
to testify in those capital triuls to what the spec-
tres told them about the prisoners at the bar,
and this hearsay went as compelent evidence
into the eases agaiust their lives. Bnt it was
said, that by this praciice the devil himself was
allowed to turn informer; then how were the
wotrkers of righteousneas like to fare in court,
and against whom he had a peculiar malice ?
For after all, thiz was but the devil’s testimony
through the mouths of the children ; they were
indeed under oath and detailed what they heard ;
but who would vouch for the truth of the apec-
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tral or devil’s story to them, being, es he was,
tie father of lars?

Argumenls like these were well suited to the
times, and to a people who yet believed that
witchcraft was a scripturs doctrine. A review
of the whole voluminous controversy would be
interesiing. But it is out my limits,
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LETTER XXIII.

The power-and credit of the prosecitors was
much shaken at this period by the publi¢ recan-
tation of divers confcssing witches—and it was
the more weighty, because made under the im-
préssion that.a measure of so great offence to
tho rulers, would lead them tu the gallows. It
did bring them to trial for their lives, but they
were, in the end, saved by the intelligence of
the jury.

I shal] present the document verbatim as an
interesting portion of this ¢ strange eveatful bis-
tory.”’

“We whose names are underwritten, inhab-
itants of Andover, declare, that whereas that
horrible and tremendous judgment, beginning at
Salem village, in the year 1692, by some called
witcheraft, first breaking forth at Mr. Parris’a
house, several young persons being seemingly
afflicted did accuse several persons of afflicting
them, and many there believing it so to be, we
being informed that if a person was sick, the
afflicted person could tell what or who was the
cause of that sickness. Joseph Ballard of An-
dover, his wife being sick, at the same time he,
either of himself, or by the advice of others,
fetched two of the persons called the afflicted
persons, [rom Salem village to Andover, which
was the beginning of that dreadful calamity that’
befel us in Andover ; for the authority in An-
dover, believing their accusations te be true,
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aent for the accused to come together at the
mesting-house in that place, (the afflieted per+
sons being there also.)

After Mr. Barnard had been at prayer wa
were- blindfolded, they being in their fits, and
having falten into their fits, as they said.-at our
coming into their presence, some led-ua and laid
our hands upon them, and then they said they
were well ‘and that we were guilty of afflicting
them. Whereupon we were all seized .as pria-
oners by a warrant from a justice of the peace
and forthwith carried to Salem. - And by reasep
of that sadden surprisal, we kppwing omrselves
altogether innocent of that crime, were-all ex-
ceedingly astonished even out of our reason ;
und vur nearest and dearest relations seeing us
in that dreadful’condition and knowing our great
danger, and apprebending that there was no
otheg way v save vui lives bt by confessing
oursclves to be such persons asthe alflicted rep-,
rasented us to be, they out of tender love and
pity, persuaded us to confess whal we did con-
fess, And indeed that confession that it is said
we made, was no other than what was suggested
to us bysame gentleman ; they telling us that we
were witches, and they knew it, and we knew
it, and they knew that we knew it, which made
us think that it was so, and our reason and our
faculties almost gone we were not capuble of
jodging our condition ; as, also, the hard meas-
ures they used with us rendered us ineapuble of
making our defence, but said any thing and
every thing they desired—but most of what we
said was, in effect, consenting to what they
swid- Seme time after when we were better
compesed, they telling us what we had con-
fessed, we did profess that we were innocent
and ignorant of such things. And we hearing
that Samuel Wardwell had remourced his con-
fession and quickly after was condemned and ex-
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ecuted, some of us were told that we were going
after Wardwell, Signed,

Mary Oscoon. ABAGATLBARKER.
MarY TYLER. Sarau Wirnson.
DeLivERANCE Dane. Hanvau TyYLER.

This recantation was ‘prepared for the -Supe-
rior Court, then next to be holden at Salem on
the 3rd of January 1692. It was accompanied
by a memorial addressed to the same Court, and
in substance as follows :—

““ We, the snbscribers, being very sensible of
the great sufferings our neighbors have been
long under in prison, and charitably judging that
many of them are clear of that great tiansgres-
sien which hath been laid te their charge, have
thought it our duty to endeavor their vindication
as far as our testimony will avail. The persons
in whose behalf we desire to speak are, Mary
Osgood, Eunice Frye, Deliverance Dane, Sarah
Wilson and Abagail Barker—who are women
of who=: we can give this character and com~
mendition, that they hiave not only lived ampng
s so inoffensivelv sw ot to give the least ocea-
sion to suspect them of witcheraft, but by their
sober, godly, and exemplary conversation have
obtained a good report in the pluce, and in-the
church of which they are members.”

‘“ When these women were accused by some
afflicted persons of the neighbiorhood, their rela-
tions and others, though they had so good grounds
of charity that they shou!d not have thought any
evil of them, yet, through a misrepresentation
of the truth of that evidence thal was so much
credited and improved against people, took
great pains to make them own what they were
charged with by the afflicted, as some of us who
were then present can testify. But these good
wowen did very much assert their innocency,
yet some of them said they were not without
fear lest Satan had some way ensnared them,
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which was then thanght by many to he a certain
indication and discovery of witcheraft 5 yet they
seriously professed they knew nothing by them-
selves of that. Nevertheless, by the unwearied
solicitations of those that privately discoursed
thew, both at home and at Salem, they were at
length persuaded publicly to own what they
were charged with, and submit to that guilt
which we still hope 1o believe they are clear of.
And it is probablo the fear of what the event
might be, and the encouragement that it is said
was suggested to themn, that confessing was the
only way to obtuin favor, might be too powerful
a temptation for timorous woman to withstand
in the hurry and distraction we have heard they
were then in.”’

¢ Had what they said proceeded from convic-
tion of guilt, we should have had nothing to say
for them ; but we are mduced 1o thiok that 1t
did not, because they did so soon retract pri-
vately what they had said against themselves,
and owned that what they had thus cenfessed
was the greatest grief and burden they labored
under. In charity therefore we cannot but
judge them innocent of the great transgression
which hath been imputed to them.”’

. ¢ As for the rest of our neizghbors who are un-
der the like circumstances with these that have
been named, we can truly say of trem, that
while they lived among us we had no cause to
judge them such persons as of late they have
been represented and reperted to be, nor do we
know that any of their neighbors had any just
grounds to suspect them of that evil they are
charged with.”’

This memorial was signed by Dudley Brad-
street #nd thirty-nine men, and by Ann Brad-
street, his wife, and thirteen women, all of char-
acter and figure in the country.
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LETTER XXIV,

In the mean time the afflicted and their ahet-
tors were willing to lend themselves to the
credulity of any one, and to improve their
remaining credit to work further mischief to
peaceful and innocent fumilies.

In the wonth of October a young woman in
Gloucester by the name of Stephens was sick,
and her friends, believing it a case of witcheratt,
sent her brother to Salem village for Abagail
Williams anrd Elizabeth Hubbard ; and their
rst visit to the town caused the arrest and im-
prisonment of four women for witcheraft, Yet
the damsel was no better but rather grew worse..
Again in November the same were sent for.
They then acensed three:-others, boldly affirming
that they saw them, or their spectres, sitting on
the sick person until she died.

Here was a fair chance to repeat the Andover
tragedy ; these women had only to confess and
accuse others ; but the temptation did not rake
effect. 'I'he women were arrested, but kept si-
lence, and escaped even imprisonment, for a
bond was taken by the magistrates for their ap-
pearance to angwer at court.

As Tituba’s pupils returned with diminished
consequence, they met an old woman vpoa a
bridge and pretended, to be struck down by her
eyes ; but 8o little note was taken of this that
no one would molest the old woman on their
account,

It was not far from this time, that a gentle-
wan of Boston being cried out upon by-one of
the afflicted in Andover, that gentleman sued
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his accusers in an action of slander in a thousand
pounds damages, and sent down to the sheriff
orders to arrest the body. This silenced the
accusation.

But although from this time forth few, if any,
new charges were made, yet great numbers
were in. prison upon the old ones; and as the
government had manifested no tokens of change
of policy, the uncertainty ef their fute was dis-
tressing and alurming to their friends and the
coantry.

It was known that many now left the State in
despair at the despotism of the government j
some to abide until the storm was past—and
others never to return ; and Massachusetts thus
lost many of her most valucd citizens,

Some broke out of prison, which, in those
primitive times of prison building, they being of
wood, was no difhcult mauer, Of these were
Edward Bishop and his wife, and they made
good their escape lnto Rhode Island. Soon af-
ter, Curwin the sheri(l, and brother 1o the famed
witch inquisitor, seized all Bishop’s personal
property as forfeit to the crown. His son Sam-
ucl, however, borrowed a sum of money suffi-
cient to satis{y the officer, and procured a release
of the property.

Mi. Philip English, the Salemn merchant be-
fore named, escaped from prison also with his
wife, and fled to New York. He being a man
of wealth the sheriff seized his goods to the val-
ue of fifteen hundred pounds ; the greater part
of which was totally lost to him. It was a large
sun of money for those times, He owned
many vessels and much merchandize, Some
years after, the General Court granted him three
hundred pounds for his losses, and this was all
he ever obtained.

Dorcas Toar was a widow, and very aged ;
she had ‘a"ghall Ge-tav.e, enough only for a bare
1
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subsisterce ; after she was sentenced to death
her estate was seized, but it was bought in by
her friends for eight pounds.

On the 3rd day of January 1693, the Supe-
rior Court held its first session at Salem. Pres-
ent Stoughton, chief justice, and Danforth, Win-
throp, Richards and Scwall justices.

‘The grand jury being sworn, fifty-six persons
were accused of witchcraft before them.” Against
twenty-six only they found bills of indictment ;
and te the other thirty they gave a happy deliv-
erance. This was a measured, but unequivocal
vebuke to the bewitched, and in proportion the
oppressed took courage. The tria! of twenty
one of these, amployed the court for the whole -
terw, and the remsining five were disposed of
at the following May session in Ipswich.

The indictnents found, alleged two distinct
classes of witch erime ; afflicting or tormenting
people, and making a covenant with the devil
and being baptized by him. The witch cove-
fiant was generally to .worship and tbey him
with the whole heart,

It does not appear that any of the-Salem
witches ever entered into this covenant ; if they
did they were never indicted for the offence.

The following abstract of the record will
serve as important history. Tt eommences with
the 8alem witches tried at this term, and is the
first record of the court,

Rebecca Jacobs, whom | have already named,
is the first. I copy her indictment as a speci-
men of the others of that class.

““For that the said Rebecca Jacobs upon the
18th day of May 1692, and on divers other days
and times, as well before as after, certain de-
testable arts, called witcheraft and sorceries,
wickedly, maliciously and feloniously, hath
used, practised and exercised, at and in Salem
village, in and upon and against one Elizabeth
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Huhbard of %alem, single woman, by which
said wicked arts, the said Elizabeth Hubbard,
the day and year aforesaid, and divers other
days and times, ng well before as after, was and
is tortured, affifeted, consumed, pined, wasted
and tormented, against the peace of our sove-
reign Lord and Ludy, their crown and dignity,
and the form of the statute in that ease made
and provided.”’

We see by this conclusion, that this indict-
ment was framed uvpon the law agninst witch-
craft passed 1he preceding October. The of-
fence charged was un the 18th of the May be-
fore. The law then wus ex post facto. But
confusion and error were no novelties at that day.
Now such laws are forbidden by the constitu-
tion,

Margaret Jacobs, the daughter of Rebecca,
who confessed and accused Burroughs and her
grandfather and then recanted. "Two indict-
ments were found against her. 'The first for af«
flicting Mary Walcott, and the second for tor-
menting Elizabeth Hubbard; and both on the
11th of May, 1692.

Sarah Buckley, wife of William Buckley, two
indictments, for aflictiag Mary Walcott and Ann
Putnam on the 18th of Muy.

Mary Witheredge, two indictments, for tor-
menting Elizabeth Hubbard and Sarah Vibber,
wife of John Vibber, May 18.

Candy, whose examination has been given,
slave of Mrs. Hawks of Salem, two indictments,
for tormenting Ann Putnam and Mary Walcott,
both July 2, 1692,

Job Tookey of Beverly, oneindictment, for
tormenting Mary Warren, June 7, 1692,

The next were the Andover witches Their
indictments are for covenanting with the devil,
as well as. for the work of affliction. That of
Hannah Tyler for her witch covenant, will serve
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as a specimen of the others, and is thus:—
¢ For that Hannah Tyler of Andover, in the
county of Essex, single wowan, some time in
the month of April 1692, and in the town of
Andover aforesaid, wickedly, maliciously and
felonieusly, a covenant with the devil did make,
whereby she gave both her soul and body to
the devil, and signed his book, and by him was
baptized, and owned the devil to be her God,
and promised to honor and serve him forever ;
and unto the devil did renounce her christian
baptism, and God and Christ ; by which dia-
bolical and wicked - covenanting with the devil
aforesaid, the said Hannah Tyler is become a
detestable wiich, contrary to the peace of our
sovereign lord and lady, the king and queen,
their crown and dignity, and the law in that case
made-and provided.”’

Hete also the offence alleged was before the
Jaw in October 1692, which alone made it pun-
ishable. Her second indictment was_ for afflict-
ing Rose Foster, of Andover, single woman, on
the 7th of September, 1692.

Mary Marsdon ; two indictments—covenant-
ing with the devil about three years before, by
signing his book ; and =Hicting Abigail Martin
of Andover on the 28ch day of August, 1692.

Elizabeth Johnsen, a copy of whose indict-
ment has been already given.

Abigail Barker, wife of Ebenezer Barker, two
indictments ; one, covenanting with the devil
two years before, and afflicting Rose Foster on
the Rth of September, *42.

Mary Tyler, wife of Hopestil Tvler, cove-
nanting with the devil seven years before! and
afflicting Ralph Farnum or Varnomi.  Ratph had
quarrelled with Hopestil who was a blacksmith,
and took this wicked measure of revenge.

Sarah Wardwoll, the wife of the Samuel
\Vardwell whom they had already hung. They
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had made her a widow, and now aimed at her
life, also. She was indicted for covenanting
with the devil six yrars before, and for afﬂiﬂiné
Martha 8prague, Sept. 1, 1692,

There seemns to us nothing peculiur in her
case, and yet the jury brought her in guilty—
contrary to their verdict in all the other cases.
The court ordered the jailer to take care of her
according to law. ’

Sarah Hawks, whom: Candy said made her a
witch, two indictinents ; covenanting with the
devil, and afflicting Martha Sprague.

Mary Wardwell davghter of Sarah and Sam-
vel Wardwell, and the young woman who was
frizhtened into confes+ion against her own father.
Her indictments were for making a covenant
with the devil and sfllicting Timothy 8wan.

Elizaberh Johnson, Jr.; indicted for cove-
#anting with the devil about three years before,
dnd for afflicting Ann Putnam on the 11th of
August, 1692.

Mary Bridges, wife of John Bridges of Ando-
ver, a blacksmith. She was indicted for cove-
nanting with the devil and afflicting Timothy
Swan.

Mary Post, of Rowley; indicted for cove-
naating with the devil and being baptized by
him three years before, and for afflicting Timo-
thy Swan. Returned guilty by the jury, but
the speeial reason does not appear.

Hannah Post, of Bexford; indicted for cove-
nanting with the devil, and signing the devil’s
book with her bloed ! and was baptized by him ;
and also for afflicting Martha Sprague.

Sarah Biidges, of Andover; her two indict-
ments were for covenanticg with the devil by
making a red mark in his book, and for afflict-
ing Martha Sprague. This Martha Spragve
was of Andover, and strove to imitate Abigai
Williams.

16%
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Mary Osgood, wife of Captain John Osgood
ot Andover. She was indicted upon her con-
fession, which has been detailed at length, and
which she also renounced. Indicted for cove-
nanting with the devil about eleven years before,
and far aflicting Martha Sprague.

Mary Lay, Jr., of Andover, whose examina-
tion and exploita have been given. She was
indieted for eovenanting with the devil, and for
tormenting Timothy Swan.

This Timothy Swan is the only man who,
professing aflliction by the witcheriea of young
women, allowed himself to be used for their
ruin. As long as the records of these prosecu-
tions endure, his name will stand in a very dis-
honorable position.

Susanna Post, of Andover ; covenanting with
the devil threo years before, and officting Roso
Foster.

Fuunice Frie, wife of John Frie of Andover.
Indicted for covenanting with the devil, and af-
flicting Martha Sprague.

Mary Bridges, Jr., of Andover; covenanting
with the devil, and afllicting Rose Foster.

Mary Barker, of Andover; indicted for a
similar offence.

William Barker, Jr., of Andover ; indicted
for covenanting with the devil, and for afflicting
Martha Sprague.

These last five were tried as late as May,
1693, at the Superior court at Ipswich ; and of
the twenty-six, twenty-fourwere found not guilty
by the jury, and were discharged. The other
two were reprieved for the king’s mercy, and
were finally pardoned.

It was at these trials, as Calef states, that the
jury asked the court, what aceount they should
'make of the spectre evidence, and received for
answer {rom one of the judges, ‘‘as much as
chips in wort.”
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Thus were fifty-four innocent persons saved
by the courage and independence of jurors,
coming from the bedy of the peaple, and
expressing by their verdicts the public senti-
ment.
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LETTER XXV.

Aceording to the law establishing the Supe-
rior Court, it sat at Charlestown for Middlesex,
on the 31st of January, 1693. Present, as ap-
pears by the record, all the justices. The grand
jury being sworn rcfused bills upon several pre-
sentments for witcherafi, and retarned indict-
ments against five only ; and these were called
up and tried in the following order :—

Mary Toothaker, whose indictment has al-
ready been transcribed into these letters.

Mary Taylor, wife of Seabred Taylor of
Reading. She was indicted for covenanting
with the devil, and by writing her name upon a
pieee of bireh bark in confirustion of said cove-
nant.

Sarah Cole, wife of John Cole of Lynn; in-
dicted for afllicting one Mary Brown of Reading,
on the 6th of September, 1692.

Lydis Dastin, of Reading. Indicted for af-
flicting Mary Marshall of Malden, in May, the
same year.

Sarah Dastin, of Reading ; indicted for tor-
menting Elizabeth Weston, a- young woman of
the same fown.

This woman was nearly eighty years of age,
and special efforts were made fo conviet hasr
by those partizans who wished to continue the
excitement. Advantagé was taken of her long
established witch reputation ; there were many
witnesses prodaced agaimst her, but the facts
they detailed were of many years standing, and
were much of the character of those produced
30 fatally at Salem against Bridget Bishop, Mar-
tha Carrier, and Elizabeth Ho ~ve.
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The jury had now learned to consider such
evidence as foreign from the issue, and could
no louger be mislead ; and when the spectre
evidence come to be rejected, as it wus on this
occasion, there remained nothing in the case,
and a verdict of not guilty was promptly re-
turned.

From this we may learn the immense power
of the eourts in the admission or rejection of ev-
idence, as competent or -incompetent for the
jury. Six months before this, che allowing of
the spectre -evidence to go to the jury, took
away -people’s lives ; now, when the court re=
jected it, it saved life. After Mrs. Daston was
acquitted, Danforth admonished her in these
words :—* woman, woman, repent; there are
shrewd things come in agninst you !’ This poor
woman was kept in prison for her fees until she
died.

Her case excited great interest, and- many
went over from Boston to hear this great witch
trial 5 but all were satisfied that the jory were
correct in her acquittal ; although one of the
jndges was heard to deelare in company the
evening after, that there was more evidence
against nld Barah Daston, than.ageinst any of
those who were hung at Salem.

Stoughton was not present at this trial. Soon
after the commencement of the session, news
was brought that a reprieve had been'sent down
to Salem by the governor, which had prevented
the execation of seven of those who were eon-
demned. At this Stoughton, C. J., was exceed-
ingly moved ; ¢ we were in a fair way,”” said
he, *“10 have cleared the land of snfan’s sub-
jects 3 who thus obstructs the course of justice
I know not ; the Lord be merciful to the coun-
try.”> And upon this deelaration he went off
from the bench m a huff, and sat ho m#re dur-
ing that session.
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It was a sign of relief to the people when
their oppressors could no Jonger act in concert.
Stoughton, even now, aspired to stand at the
head of' the province, and had taken his meas-
vres accordingly. By his position and influence
he swayed the legislative and judicial depart-
ments of the government, and this measure of
executive clemency and justice, without his
knowledge and consent, gave him high offence.
And it is plain that the old church and state, the
now witcheraft pariy, of which he was an ac-
tive member, already began to regard even Sir
William with jealousy. He did not turn out so
pliant 2 man as those who procured his appoint-
ment expected, He belonged 1o the order of
wealth 5 and that order, all-powerful as itis
pow, in those times yielded to the priesthood ;
or became democratic and opposed its influence.

On the 25th of April, 1693, the Superior
Court sat in Suffolk for the first time. Present,
as appears by the records, Stoughton, C. J.,
Danforth, Richards, and Sewall, justices.

Captain John Alden, after bis examination st
Salem for witchcraft upon Abigail Williams and
others, was recognized to appear at this court §
and being called he did appear, and was then
discharged by proclamation.

A female slave by the name of Mary Wat-
kins, was brought before the court at this ses-
sion, apon charge of making false and scanda-
lous reports aguinst her dame, a Mrs. Swift ;
which were, that she, said Swift, was a witch
and had murdered a child. But, upon exami-
nation, the negress acI\nowledwed her charges
were false ; and she was thereupnn otdered to
find sureties for her appearance at the next court
in Bostoa, and to stand committed wntil comn-
pliance with :he order. Candy had much more
enceuragement than this, when she brought her
mistress to confesion of witcheraft by her aceu-
sations.
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But thig poor slave could not find the required
soreties, and was therenpon kept in close pri-
son. In despair, and to end her miseries, che
attempted svicide, but without success. She
then secused herself of witcheraft, hoping they
would hang her 5 but at the court the grand
Jury would nat indict ter upon her own cuufes-
sion ; and she was at last sold at Virginia to
Pay her prison fees.

And this is the nearest approach o a wich
trial which could be got up in Boston, since the
times of the widow Hibbins.

The last witch triuls ever holden in Massa-
chusens, were those five at Ipswich about the
middle of May, 1693, and to which I have al-
ready refurred.

Sioughton did not appear at these trials,
Danforth, Richards and Sewall only were pres-
eut. DBy ihis time the specire evidence, or the
devil’s tastimony through the mouths of the af-
flicted, had become so unpopalar that none of
the judges dared 1o sustain it, and the juries
also disregarded it ; and from this time forth it
was manitest that there could be no more con-
victions for aleged witcherafts,

And thus public opinion, operating through
the jury and the only part of the government at
that time through whicl it could operate, in ef-
fect annulled the bloody witch law, passed by
false agents of the people, against common
jostice and in favor of the then ruling political
interests and influences ; or the old charter
church and state aristocracy. And history rare-
Iy reveals to us a more bloody despotism, as
these letters will show. And shall it not stand
forever as a warning against any interference by
a people’s self-government with the religion or
business of the community ?

The acquittals at Ipswich, showed plainly the
voice of the people ; and afier which no ena
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eonld hope for further convistions,  Sir William
Phips, therefore, soon after, with their majes-
ties approbation, made a general discharge out
of prisnn, of ail who were in any mode accused
of witcheraft.

Of 1he fate of the instruments used in this
bloody tragedy very little is known. Ann Put-
nam is the only one of the afilicted who ever
made any pablic demonstration of remorse or
sensibility. Many years after the hloody scenes
in which she figured so largelv, she spread vpon
the Saiem village church records a declaration
of deep contrition.  But whether it were a con-
trite act or to appease public odium we canniot
now determine.

Nor wae the impostor Parris forgotten or for-
given. Before the last witen trinls at Ipswich,
a large portion of his church withdrew from his
meetings and communion.  Soms of their pub-
lished reasons are extraordinary, yet quite con-
elusive.

Thiey set forth, ¢that the noise and disturb-
ance made in his congregation during the hours
of divine service, by those under diabolical
power and delusions, was ao great as to prevent
their hearing the word with profit; and having,
as they affirm, ofien asked for a refor in vain,
it was necessary thut they should go where they
could worship quietly.” The behavior of the
bewitched when Deodat Lawson preached has
been noted ; this refers to simiiar scenes.

And, further, they declare, ¢ that Mr. Parris
preached offensive doctrines upon the subject of
wircheraft, encouraged the malevolence of the
pretended afflicted by consulting and crediting
their stories, and thus endangering the lives of
all his congregation.”’

They also objected to the positive oath he
gave in court against the accused, that their jook
at the pretended sufferers would atrike them
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down : when, indeed, no man could be certain
that it was so.

1t was in vain that Pairis answered by equiv-
ocal explanationa, and pious exclamations, and
exhortations to peace and forgetfulness of the
past, to appease his injured people. ‘I'hey res-
olutely maintsined that they eould not respect
or support the author of their miseries ; and in
the end he was, by the adviee of former friends,
and who had ouce euncouraged him on, and the
merited. disgust of his people, constrained to
leave his village parish, and there history leaves
him. And Calei assures ns that, genetally, the
afflicted took to vicious courses und shamed
their employers.

Justice Sewall, also, on a general fast day, at
the Old South church in Boston, stood up helore
all the congregation, whilst a declaration of re-
pentance for his conduct at the witch trials,
penned by himself, was read from the pulpit.

1 will give the publication of the first jury that
ever tried witches at Salem in their own words,
that all may judge of ’ts sincerity and motive.

¢« We, whose names are underwritten, being
called to gerve in court at- Salem, on trial of
many who were, by some, suspected of daing
acts of wiltchcraft on the bodies of divers per-
sons ;—do confess, that we curselves were nat
capable 1o understand, nor able to withstand, the
mysterious delusions of the powers of darkness
and the prince of the air; but were, for want
of knowledge in ourselves, and better informa-
tion froin others, prevailed with to take up with
such evidenee against the accused, as on further
consideration and better information we justly
fear was insufficient for the touching the lives of
any.” ‘We do, therefore, hereby signify to all
in general, and the surviving sufferers in speecial,
our deep sorrow for our errors in acting on such
evidence to the condemning of any person.

17
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** We do hereby ask forgiveness of you ail
whom we have justly offended, praying you to
accept of this in way of satisfuction for our of-
fence, and that the Lord niay be entreated for this
land ;> signed Thomas Fisk foremam, and elev-
en others,

This is the jury which, on the 4th of July,
1692, on triai of Nurse twice refused to convict
her ; but being assuiled by the hidedus outcries
of the afflicted, and grossly imposed upou by
Stoughton and his associates, at Just gave in a
reluctant verdict of guilty. And yet this same
Stoughton when inforn:ed of these acts of con-
trition by Sewall and the jury, said, that ““when
he adwinistered justice he did it in the fear of
God, and with the be-t lights he had ; and if
ervors were commitied, he saw no advantage in
a public avowal of theni.”” And thus he still
hardened his Keart ; acd to this day stands ia
the estimation of many, as one of the founders
of the republic.

Although it was now manifest that the people
would no longer tolerate wiich persecution to
bloodshed, yet the old-chnich and state influ-
ences nourished and encournged ity peruicious
fictions. The Mathers, father and son, with
Stoughton, and otherg of that elasa, sremed 1o
vegard it as an instrument of nfluence ; and
within four months from the last witch trials at
Ipawich, there was published « narrative of the
sufferings of Margaret Rule, by Cotton Mather.

To us it would be surprising that they should
hazard a repetition of past horrors, did we not
know that men will dare any thing for the love
of power.

The unsrative set forth, that on the 10th of
September, 1693, she was first assaulted by
spectres with veiled faces,—-and it toek place
in the meeting-hvuss and during divine service.
Who will belisve that Miss Rule fabricated thess
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veils for the spectres. Tt was time, indeed, for
the safety of men as great as Mather himself,
that the spectres should veil their faces frem the
afflicted. 1t was a very pertinent and seasonahla
invention, but much beyond the wit of a young
il

8 From the meeting-houze she was carried home,
and for nine days her tormentors kept her in bed,
with her mouth so closed up that she could tuke
nothing but a little rum ; and then, asif for
contrast, they opened it wide, and poured down
her throat what scalded her like burning sul-
phur, the fames of which filled the roem and
almost suffocated the by-standers.

They next brought the devil’s book for her to
subscribe. Mather describes it as being about a
cubit in length, red and thick, but not very
brond ; and when she refused her name fresh
tortures followed,

The demons would not allow her to hear or
pronounce holy words, yet those who communed
with ber, could spell those words iu her pres-
ence without pronunciation, and get along very
well. But how the tormentors should quietly
suffer this imposition does not appear. Once a
visitant fancied he saw the movement of an imp
in the bed-clothes near her, and placing his hand
on the spot, he, with horror, seemed 10 feel
something like a rat nimbly escape him !

Moreover there were times when the demons
wouid pull her up to the ceiling of the chamber,
and hold her there before a numerous company
of spectators, who, with much difficulty, puiled
her down again.

In this distress Mather resolved to exorcise.
He states that he applied to the Lord by suit
and prayer for her deliverance ; and he wrged
¢¢ that this young woman belonged to his flock
and charge ; and that, as a gospel-minister, he
had a better title unte her to bring her keme to
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God, than the devil had to carry her away ;—
and he applied unto God, who alone could right
this matter.>’

Soon after tnis a White Spirit (an impious
fiction of the Suvior) whose face was invisible,
but with glorious and shining garments, appeared
to Miss Rule, stauding by her bedside comforting
and strengthening her ; and he bade her now
take notice that God had given her o Mr. Ma-
ther ; and that she must look upon him as her
father and obey his injunctions. And the nar-
rative affirmed, that without knowing of Mather’s
prayer and suit to the Lord, she from that time
forth called him her father ; though he was then
4 very young man.

In the mean time Mather again besought the
Lord tbrice in three different days, with fasting,
for the affhcted. And the White Spirit again
said to Margaret, now be of good cheer, for your
deliverance is near ; and it was so.

This was™ on the last day of the week, and
when the demons approached o torment her she
observed them to recoil as unable to approach.
They took their poppets and retired to the fire-
side, but they could not make the pins euter,
nor could their greatest efforts produce any ef-
fect upon her ; and she now, in her turn, insult-
ed over them, and dared them to do their worst.
Nay, says Mather, *¢she had the satisfaction to
see their black master, the devil, strike and kick
them as an overseer would his negroes to make
them work.”’

At last, mortified and beaten. they turned to
her with a fiendish grin, and furiously said,
¢ WELL, YOU SHAN’T BE THE LAST ; GO,
AND THE DEVIL GO WITH YOU ; WE CAN
no no Mmore.”” Upon this they flew out of
the room, and Margaret returned thanks for her
deliveranea.

Cotton Mather, the author of this story, was a
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fellow of llarvard College, and considered a
predigy of learning ; he was a Boston wminster,
and a leading politician of the provinee; and
hiwsell aud fathber were supposed to hiave more
influence with the Briti<h crown than any other
twa men in New England 5 so that even those
who wished to be made viceroys here sou_hit his
favor.

When, therefore, this vain and impions fiction
of Margaret Rule came torih upon his credit, as
well as those with whom it was known he aas-
socinted and coincided, all honest and sober cit-
izens trembled for the event. His accounnt of
the Godwins had been the forerunner of the Es-
sex tragedy ; and now, in contempt of the pub-
he distress and terror, came forth his ** More
Wonders of the Invisible World,’* or ** Anothier
Brand plucked from the Burning.”’

It waa at this juncture that Kobert Calef, a
Doston merchant, trembling apd salive to the
safety of bis countrymen, interposed, and cane
before the public as a reforwer, and a writer of
no ardinary power, and of the purest patriotism.
In varied learning Mather was his master ; but
in piercing argument and satire he had no eqoasl
on this side of the water ; and he pushed the
double mede of attack with exquisite relish, until
he effectually demolished the great witcheraft
champion.

He also visited Murgaret Rule whilst under
the pretended power of denions ; and his own
agcount of what he heard and saw, it his beat
commendation.

< [t was on the 13th Sept. 1693, when the sun
had withdrawn that darkness might sncceed,
that |, with others, visited Margaret Rule. Wae
went the more readily as it was reported she
would see company that eveniug, and many
were expected. DBeing come into her chamber
we found her in bed, a healthy looking girl of

17*
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about seventeen. She spoke and acted like one
a lide light-headed. Soon the Muthers, In-
crease and Cotton, came in, with a company of
people with them.”> Cotton Mather was then a
young man of about five and twenty ; and he
took his seat near the afllicted gir]l on the hed
side, and his father sat on a stool at some dis-
tance, and the son thus began :—

Margaret Rule, how do yon do? A languid
motion of the head, but no answer.

What, do there a great many witches sit on
you?

Yes ; and then she seemed to be in a fit.
Whereupon the young Mather brushed her face
with bhis glove, and rubbed her stomach with
his hand, the bed clothes not being over it ; and
he said it ensed her.

Again he inqnired of Margaret, don’t you
know that there 1s a hard muster? Yes. Don’t
serve that hard master—you know who ¥ mean.

The Rev. Exorcist here seems not to have
been willing to cail the devil by name in his
presence, lest he shonld take offence.

Do vou believe ? she was again ik a fit, and
he rubbed her breast as before ; but when Mar-
garet Pexd, an attendant, cume to help him, the
afflicted spoke sharply, and bade her begone
and not meddle, and she hastiiy pushed away
her hand. He then moved his fingers before
her eyes, and asked if she saw the wiiches, and
she said, no.

Q. Do you believe’ A. Yes. Q. Do vou
believe in you know whom? A. Yes. Q. Who
afllicts you? A. I ksow not, they are many.

‘The father then asked her if she knew any of
the apectres ; an attendant replied that if she
did she would not tell,

It appears, however, that his son had found
out privately ; and he puhlished in his narrative
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that they were a8 impious and suspicious
wrelches as could be well conceived.

Young Mather then continued,—

Q. You have seen ihe Dlack man, have you
not? A, No. 1hope you never will. Amen,
said a by stander,

Q. You have had a book offered you, have
younot! A. No. Does brushing and rubbing
you give you ease? A. Yes. She torned and
groaned a lttle, and Mather said, now the
witches bite, scratch, and pinch you, don’tthey?
Yes. 1 thought so, said he, with a significant
nod at some of his admirvers then present, And
he put his hand upen her breast and down te-
wards her middle, and said be felt something
alive there, The father felt, alse. Don’t you
feel the living thing? said Cotton. No; it’s
only your fancy. Fudge!—Margaret don’t the
company of people increase your torment?
Yes. 'T'he people were then requested to with-
draw. Buat one woman said, I am sure I am
no witch 3 I will not go ; and then others took
courage and staid also, and all staid.

Q. Shall we go to prayers?—spelling the
word to cheat the demons. A. Yes.

Mr. Increase Mather then prayed at some
length against the power of the devil and witch-
craft ; and that God would bring out all the tor-
mentors. During which the son brushedJand
rubbed Margaret as before. After prayers he
said to her, did you hear the prayer? Yes.
But you have not heard prayer for some time
past, have you? Nos. Then turning him round
to some of the spectators, this is just another
Mary 8hort, said he. ¢« Not at all like her in her
fits,”> said Miss Perd, a liitle piqued at heing
pushed away by Margaret. ‘¢ This Rula eats but
little and drinks rum.’” But Mather referred to
his success, by prayer and fasting, in both cases,
tn casting out the devils ; and he then admon-
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ished all young people to take warning, for it
was a sad thing to be tormnented by the davil
and his instruments, Upon this a young sea-
man, who had been present, turned abouat, end
as he withdrew said, aloud, **this is the devil
all over,”” and soon the ministers withdrew.
Margurot then roused up and told the women
present that they could do her no good ; but as
a young man of her acquaintance was about to
depart, ahe pulled him back and said he should
not go that night.  And Calef then departed.

This was a remarkable parochial visit on more
than cone account ; and, without doubt, is the
only one of equsl antiquity of which the partic-
ulars remain,

Six duys after Calef again visited Miss Rule.
There were about eight persons present in her
chamber, and she appeared to be in a fit. They
rubbied her uniil she conld breathe freely, and
then she sat up and began to talk merrily. A
young man came in, and his company pleased
bher well ; and she asked him to remain with her,
for said she, *“ when y.u are gone away [ shall
die.”” ‘Do put me on a clean cap. enid she to
the wornan about her, and not let me lis here
#o0 like a beust; Ishall lose all my sparks.’’
*“How can people about town be so wicked an
to say that I dissemble.”” ¢ If they should see
you in this inerry mood, said a modest young
womao, they would think you dissembled in-
deed.”” ¢ But, said Rule, Mr. Mather has been
here a half an hour this evening, and said that
he has prayed for me nine times to-day ; thst it
is now my laughing time, and that I muast laugh
now ; and he told me that some people came
here as apies, and to report that I am not af-
flicted. Think how wicked.”” And then she
seemed to havea fit. ‘I wonder they should
say 80, said an attendant, when now 1 csnnot
lift her head from the pillow ; it seems as if
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grew to it.””  Upon this Calef took hold of her
head, und moved it without difliculty, althovgh
they angrily toid him that he would break her
neek ' ho wus not mere careful.  He then left
the house, and soon after Rule got weil.,

The narrative of theso curious interviews by
Calef, effectually disarined Margaret Ruie uf all
credit, brought ridicule on hersell anad shamed
her insidious advisers and encouragers. Could
the intercuurses between Parris and the afflicied
band at Salem have heen as faithfully delineated,
how much blood might have been saved.

After this Mather turned upon Calelf with
great acrimony. Me procured and published the
atBidavits of three citizens, stating that they had
seen Margaret Rule, in her afflictions from the
invisible world, pulled up to the ceiling of her
chamber by an invisible force, und that it tusked
their whole strength to puli her down again.

An affidavit of twa others, by the names of
Thornton and Hud:on, was still more minute.
‘These testified that they had seen Margaret Rule
lified up from the bed whereon she lay, by an
invirible force, se as to touch the garret floor ;
nor did her body rest on the bed, or on any other
support, and it was kept in that position some
minutes.

In reply Culef said the force which drew
Margaret upwards, must be the devil’s sirength,
und he called spon Mather 1o find out and pub-
lish how many men it took to match him, and
pull her down. And, besides, he maintained
if' uli this be true, why do protestants say that
wiracles have ceased ; this lifting up of Rule by
an invisible power is as much a miracle as for
iron to swim ; and thas the devil can work
miracles,

Stung by Calef’s satire, and smarting under
merited chastisement, Mather dropped his pen
and thrusi at his opponent a prosecution for a
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libel.  But he never had the ceurage to appear
in court against him. And thus waa the dan-
zerous narrative of Margaret Rule rendered
pewerless, ond the sranquility of the country
preserved.

How much better oftimes is a satire than a
sermon, and how reckless is all inordinate ambi-
tion of consequences, if its private ends can be
served.

But sill the old charter church and siate
party strove to keep withered witeheraft in some
credit. In March 1694, the President and fel-
lows of Harvard college issued a circular 1o all
true ministers of the guspel in New England ;
calling on them to mauifest their pious regards
unto the works of the Lord, by recording and
sending in the most remarkable discoveries as to
his mode of governing the world ; promisiog
college honors to such as shouid obey.

Then followed a specification of what things
were to be deemed worthy of record, which
showed the design of the contrivers. I'hey
were accidents in the heavens, earth, or water.
Morcies to the godly, and judgments on the
wicked —with apparitions, possessions, enchant-
ments, and all those things which show the ex-
istence and agency of the invisible world.

Again Calef opposed this dangerous cireular
and turned away, in a measure, its pernicious
influence from the community. He sent in and
published his remarkables also, with the requi-
site proof, and, as he said, without hope of re-
ward.

The first, was the sudden death of one of the
late witch justices ; aa, also, a sudden mortality
which fell npon two sons of another of those
Justices.

Again, he said that furious Marshall whe hung
a0 many, and who pressed Giles Corey to death
and thrust back his tongue with his etaff ; and
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who had despoiled the widow and the helpless
of their suhstance, wags instantly rent in piecea
with his father, by \he providential bursting of
a cannen in Salem.

And over all, that remarkable providence in
the late ammazing witeh prosecutions here, where-
in the afflicted werw left, in their malice, w ae-
cuse those in power and of high degree ; when,
indeed, it was thought necessary to discredit the
devil's testimony through the mouths of those
bewitched girls at Salein, and a full and sudden
stop was put to the slavghter of the innocent
and the public terror.

* God shames the professor that the religion
professed may not te shamed.”’

And the last remarkable thing Calel stated,
was what an Indian said to Cupt. Hill &t Sace
Fort. He aflirmed that the Irench ministers
were better men than the English ininisters ;
for before the Freuch came the Indians bhad a
great many witches among them, but now they
bud uno witehes. The English ninisters, he
said, had witches among thomselves ; for Bur-
roughs was a minister and was hung or a witch.

Calef could hurdly expect college honors alter
thig, and the only one to which he attained was
the collecting and burning his books on Cam-
bridge common. But the honors of his country-
men, through all coming time, will surely reach
him, wherever his timely and patriotic labors
shall be known. Those satirists who ridicule
and disarm the oppressor, and sustain common
right, deserve the gratitnde of mankind.

But for a long perind, the witcheraft persecn-
tion was regarded as an epoch in our history.
After generations looked back upon it with hor-
ror. In distant retrospect its bloody scenes
seemed to mingls with, and to form a part of,
tha othor Firat Charter persecutions—when the
church usurped and used the peeple’s govern-
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ment to pretcct and promote its seculur inter-
esta.

No wonder then, a¥ier this sad experience, that
our fathers should ever struggle against \he un-
holy ailiance.

Yet the old charter influences, although they
warned, were gradually extended far into the
administration of the second. Stoughton, the
famned witch commissioner, after Sir William
Phipps, swayed the vice-regal sceptre, as Lieut.
Governor, four yeurs, and he soon ofter died in
his house in Dorchester.

To hiin swveceeded the Larl cf Beilumont, in
whom the people here first saw a British noble-
man at the head of the government, and all
strove 10 do him honer.

But his rule was short, and Dudley came in.
Ite, though o Yankee born, pushed the royal
prerogitive here with great spirit, if not with
absolute insolence ; and he commenced, and
governor Shute, his successor, continued that
#ystem of bills of credit and British tuxation, s0
adious to our ancestors—changing entirely the
pubhic policy—obliterating old charter influen-
ces, and leading directly to the revolution and
our national independence.
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