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Mr. Fobn Barten,
OF

LONDON.

&1 Rf,: A\

S this Volume confifts of very
g inftra&ive treatifes, I infcribe

it toyou; both as a public acknowledge-
“ment of your favours to the Editor, and:
alfo that I may have an opportunity of

gxhofring you to zeal and ardour in af
ferting the principles of liberty..

You will here fee, that the cbrifian:
religion which contains every motive to-
gaodnefs perfonal. and focial, and the:

| A 2 " defign
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defign of which was to.blefs all rations,,
‘and to make men imfverfal]y good and
happy, hath been fo perverted and abufed,

as to beecome the inftrument of oppreﬂim
and tyranny, and producive of thofe very
evils that it was intended to prevent or
remedy. ‘

You will perceive that all thefe mif-
chiefs have arifen from invefting its
minifters with woirldly power and do-
minion, contrary to the defign” of its
author, and to the precepts and pattcm of
his gofpe]

You will find, that thefe men fo de-
generated from their firt infticution, as
to fet up for ruling, inftead of inftru&ing ;
and though they pretended a zeal for
. fouls, yet their behaviour plainly thewed,
that they cared not what became of fouls
if they could but obrain power and wealth,

the
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the cenftant obje@s of their purfuit :-
that for many ages they manifefted either-
the grofleft ignorance of the nature and:
defign of chriftianity, or the moft wilful

and wicked oppolition to it; and that
“they fo blinded and deluded the people,,
that temporal ideas were conftantly annex--
ed to a religion that is fpiritual‘y: and’
ChrisP’s kingdom,. which is not of thiss
wo:ld, was made a worl;lly; kingdom:
indeed !

You will fee thatwhat they called the-
Church, was a mighty Babel built upon:
the ruins of reafon, righteoufnefs, truch,,
goodnefs and mercy, all that is dear and:
facred to men! You will obferve, that:
notwithftanding it was the defign. of their-
holy office to lead men to al: bappinef,,
they have been the greateft. foes to the.
eale and comfort of men, preferring de:
all times their own pride and grandeur to:
the peace and weifare of nations: Thatr

A 3. fozr
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for this end, they have promoted and
encouraged fupcrftition in the people,
oppreflion and tyranony in princes; have
foothed and flattered wicked kings in
all their violent and ruinous meafures;
have preached doétrines of flavery, juf-
tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach-
ments; have taught that obedience to
the will of .the prince was the indifpen-
fable duty of the people, and that where
the latter could not in confcience com.
ply with the demands of the former,
thy muft not however refift, but be
paffive where they could rot be activer
and that by thefe felfith and lying doc-
trines, they have brought this nation to

the very brink of ruin and perdition.

It will here be manifeft ta you, that
they were the men that bred all the dif-
cord betwixt King Charles 1. and his
parliament 3 that fuch fircbrands as Laud,

Manwaring,



The DEDICcATION Vil

Manwaring, and others (the Sasbeverels -
of that day) advifed and promoted all the
cruel and pernicious High-Commiffion and
Star-Chamber eourts, and hurried on that
prince to thofe illegal practices, which
afterwards juftly brought him to the bleck :.
for it is evident that he deferved it, and
that the people were under a neceffity
either of cuuing him off, or of being
flaves themftlves witbout redemption,

Hence yéu will. learn, that it muft be
the extremeft ftupidity and infatuaticy,,
the effect either of the greateft ignorance.
or the greateft malice, to countenance or .
fupport any ‘power in priefts; and that
itis the duty of all men 1o oppofe and

break their power by all poffible means :
that it is. poifon and deftru@ion both to
vrcl'igion and civil government, to give
the minifters of religion any power, ex-
cept that of reafen and perfuafion ; this

being all the power which confifts with the
7 nature
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nature of chriftianity (a free and rational’
religion) and with the peace and happinefs:
of human foriety: for that wherever:-
priefts had more- power;. they always em-
ployed it to- the worft purpofes, to blind,,
deceive,.and enflave the world..

You will learn alfo from hence, not to-
be abufed and impoféd upon by. words.
and founds, and pamcularly by the word
Church, the moft fenfelefs found of all
others, which has no-mezaningbut a wicked
ene ; for the priefts never ufe it but either.

" for fond fuperflition or terrible deminion ::
and when they damn a man in.their creeds,.
worry him in their diabolical courts, and:
throw him into prifon,.and eall this: the-
Power of the Church, they can mean no-.
thing by. that phrafe but their owr power ., -
thefe things being as contrary. to chrifti-.
anity, as they are to all reafon and natural:
yuftice. And indeed, if the cbriftian re-
ligion-gave the leaft coumtenance to fuch.

practices, -
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pradtices, no miracles could fupport -its.
~divine pretenfions, at leaft it could never.
preceed from a righteous and good bemg!_ \
You will hence rej-¢& with fcorn the greatf?i'i
argument urged by priefts in fupport of
their oppreflive doings, wiz. that they
have tbe laws on their fide; which will
juttify Popery, the Iﬂguzf tion, the Baj}zle,
and every tyranny under heaven. You
will be amazed, that in fuch an age as this,
an age boafting of light and knowledge,
there fhould be fo miny abfurd doétrines
and fuch iniquftous Pra&ices in. the effa-
blifbed religion witnels the Arbanafian -
creed, €c, and witnefs the confifcation
of men’s goods, and the imprifonment
of their perfons for non-payment of tythe,
€9c. And finally, you will hence plamlx
_ fee, that thofe men are the greateft friends
to fociety, and worthy of -all fupport and.
encouragement, who are -for ftripping
priefts of all their power: that to vilify

' andi
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and abufe fuch men, is monftrous folly
and a fort of high treafon to the common-
wealth ; fince the public can have no fe-
curity for its liberty and happinefs, whilft
pricfts are rampant and mighty ; and they.
and their trimpery will flourith eternally,.

if no man fhall dare to contradict and: op-
pofe them.

Thefe, Sir, are: refieftions, which a man.
of your underftanding will naturally make
ona perufal of the following trats; which
bemg of great worth and value, on very
mtcreﬁmg and important fubjc&s, are
here collected and preferved : and. I pet-
fuade myfelf, that they will have a place-
in every library, among other defences of
liberty and the rights of mankind, again(t

“all invaders and oppreffors thereof.

I only add, that it will give me a fin-
gular pleafure to find that this dedication.
conuributes. to, your firm eftabdithment in-

- the:
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the principles of liberty, and that T am with
the moft “hearty withes for your welfare
and happinefs,

Sir,
Youy moft obedient,
s s,

Richard Baron.
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\A
SHORT VIEW

OF THE

CONDUCGCT

OF THE
ENGLISH CLERGY,

So far as felates to
CIVIL AFFAIRS,
FROM THE

- CoNQUEsT to the REvOLUTION.

————.

. By Sir Ebmunp THOMAS, Baronet,
“ and Member of Parliament.

But tralt of time, andlong profperity

( That nurfe of vice, this of infolency )

Lulled the foepberds in fuch fecurity, |

That, not content with loyal obeyfance,

Some *gan to gape at greedy governance,

And match themfelves with mighty potentates,

Lowers of lordfbips, and troublers of flates. SPENCER,

Firlt printed in the Year 1737.
VOL. IL B
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A

SHORT VIEW.

H E behaviour of the clergy having

l feemed to be very extraordinary on
fome late occafions, I was led by

my refleftions on that head to’ make fome
further enquiry, than I had hitherto done,
what the conduét of that fet of men had been
from the more early times .of .our government
down to the prefent, and what had been
the opinions of the wileft of our .anceftors

about it,

I thought it was far from improper at this
time to know not only what refltriflions to the
power and wealth of the church, the legi-
flature had former'y deemed reqaifite, but-alfo
whether the clergy had not by their behaviour
made thofe reftrictions abfolutely neceffary,
From thence we may better know what to
think of their clamours of late, upon any at-
tempt to put the lealt limits to their property,
or reftriions to their power, in fuch cafes,
where it might be made ufe of to opprefs any
of their fellow-fubjects. o

: B2 For



4  The Pillars of PR1ESTCRAFT

For though the reafonablenefs of laws to
prevent the abufe of power, or an exorbitane
increafe of property in any fet of men, where
there is only a probability of either, is ifelf
fufficient to recommend the enalling them,
even though we had not already been fenfible
of fuch abufes; yet the neceflity of fuch laws
is ftill further enforced, when founded on ex-
amples and experience, and confirmed by the
opinions of our wife predeceflors.

It is for this reafon, I trouble the pub-
lic with the following fheets, that by laying
before them in as fhort and compendious a
manner, as I am able, an hiftorical account
of the conduét of the clergy of this nation,
as far as it any way affected civil affairs fince
the time of William 1. they may form -a judg-
ment from matters of fat, how far neceflary
all precautions in the laity againft the defigns
of the clergy are, according as they fee this
conduét of theirs has promoted the public good
or otherwife.

Whoever looks into our antient hiftories,
will find the clergy have been always guided
by a diftin& intereft of their own, moft fre-
quently contrary to that of the nation: inftead
of afferting the liberty of the people, they

have
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have been moft inftrumental in all attrempts
to deftroy it; inftead of propagating. generous
notions of freedom, they have conftantly en-
deavoured to .inflil into the. minds of men
the moft flavith maxims, and taught leflons
of the moft blind and abjet fubmiffion.

Their oppofition to power, whenever they
have made any, has generally been factious
and felfith, mot grounded on motives of re-
gard for the good of the commonwealth,
but occafioned by fome attempt upon their
temporal intereft or privileges, which was
often no other than a jult intention of retrench-
ing their encroachments upon the crowny and
people. ‘

Accordingly we may obferve, that the moft .
dangerous defigns againft the public have
been formed by fuch of.our princes, who be-
gan with fecuring ‘the clergy to their intereft
by great condefcenfions to them; for we fel-
dom find the clergy to have failed returning’
the compliment by g concurrence in promot-
ing the moft arbitrary attempts by their doc-
trine and aétions.

The ufe the clergy have made of what
power they have acquired under fuch princes,
B3 has
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. has always been moft infupportéblé to the
Laity, efpecially to fuch as have oppofed it.

I will not detain the Yeader any longer
from forming his own judgment an. this fub-
je€t, but haften to my relation of fa&lts, by
which only I defire he may be determined,
as he fhall find them agreeable to truth, ta
which I have endeavoured to have the ftrifleft

regard..

The battle of Haffings, gained by the duke
of Normandy, would have been very far from
determining the fate of this country, had the *
Englifp {ufficiently united in its defence. He
was in poflcflion of but one caftle in the king-
dom, that of Dover. The earls Morcar and
Edwin, who had diftinguithed themfelves al-
ready in the defence of their country, had
fhut themfelves up in Londom with the re-
mains of the army defeated at Haflings.
Willicm could not without evident danger
march into the heart of the kingdom, and
leave that city behind him in pofleffion of
his enemies ; nor could he lay fiege to a plaee,
that would coft him much time, and employ

" the greateft part of his army, which was no
large one, without leaving all the remote
‘counties in Englind at liberty to take pro-.

per meafures for their fecurity, and to raife
{everal
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‘feveral armies, which might have been greatly
fuperior to his own.

Whilft he was in this perplexed fituation,
the Engli/b had no reafon to defpair; and in~
deed the two earls juft mentioned ufed all their
efforts to animate the Londoners,

To unite them the more, it was propofed to
~ declare young Edgar King. In this generous
" defign it was reafonable to think, the clergy
wou!d have unanimouflly concurred. One
would expeét to find that body- of men mak- -
~ing ufe of all their influence over the people
to infpire them with a fenfe of the duty, they
owed their country, and the obligations they
were under to venture their lives in defending
it from an army of rapacious adventurers:
that they would have employed their inter-
ceflion with heaven (which they would wil-
lingly have thought to be fo efficacious) to -
avert the impending flavery, and by it have
promoted a confident zeal in their countrymen to
-exert themfelves with intrepidity in fo glorious
a caufe,

But how little was the public good iny
‘motive of their conduét! they could not think
of continuing a war, which expofed the lands
of the church to rapine and defolation, when

"B 4 by
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by a timely facrifice of the liberty of their
fellow-fubjets, they had it in their power té
make their own terms: they could not help -
 being partial in favour of oné, who had un-
dertaken his enterprize with the countenance
of the pope: and they thought the church
might make an acquifition of wealth and powet
under a prince, that had the chara&er of be-
ing religious, and who could not but think
himfelf under the greateft obligations to them,
fhiould the péople by their means be prevailed
on to receive hitr for their King,

With thefe views thiey oppofed the defigns
of the people, who had now come to 4 refo-
lution of placing young * Edgar on the throne;
but by the bithops declaring for /Zilliam, the
citizens were by their example at laft prevail'd
on to apen their gates, and receive him,

Thus by the interefted cabals of the clergy
were the Englifh diffuaded from uniting. i
defenice of their countfy; and the defirable
ftate of liberty, founded on and fecured by pru=-
dent and wholefome laws, which they had
enjoyed under the race of Saxon Kkings, was
changed for the oppreflive government of a
Norman invader,

* Cateri proceres Edgarun eligerent, fi ep; /Eapa:
affertores baberent.  Malmsé, fol. 57. N
or
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Nor was it long before the c'ergy themfelves:
found, how ill greunded their felfith policy
had been, notwithftanding the monafteries had
a fhare in the diltribution of king Hardd's.
treafure 5 but what oppofition any of them

‘made to the invafion of their own rights,

when they had given up thofe of their coun--
try, ferved only as a pretext for a more rigo-
rous treatment.

"Daring the life of /#2/iam Rufus, the cler-
gy felt fo great a fhare in the general op-

‘preflion of that reign, and were always for

difregarded by him, that they had wery little

opportanity of furnithing any circum{tances
by their condu& worth relating here. It may

not however be amifs to obferve, that the

~promoter and inftrument of all this oppreffion:

and violence, was Ravulpb Flambert, bithop:
of Durbam *.

Henry 1. had not been long on the throne,
before the encroaching {pirit of the church
difcovered itfelf in the perfon of Anfelm, arch-
bithop of Canterbury. That haughty prelate
refolved to wreft from the King his right of
inveftiture. of bithops and abbots; a prero-
gative his predeceflors had enjoyed without dif~
turbance, and with great reafon; for other-

* M. Paris.
i Bs “wife
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wife the clergy might have made it one of
their pretences for denying, they owed the
foundation of their authority to the civil power. -
In purfuance of this defign, upen the-king’s
fhewing fome refolution at firft to maintain
his right, Anfeln, attended by feveral prelates
who had refigned their bithopricks, infolently
-carried his complaints to Rome, and defired
the pope by his fole authority to re-inftate
them in their fees. We may infer from
* M. Paris, the good archbifhop judged it no
‘fimony-in fo righteous a caufe, to make ufe
of the rhetorick of gold with his ‘Rolinefs,
who failed not to grant his requeft. In this
manner did the ambition of that prelate not
only invade the juft rights of the king, but
introduced-a precedent, through the want of re-
folution in Henry, tending to render both him
and his fucceflors flaves to the papal authority,
~which never failed by its iaterpofition. in all
affaics of this kind to improve them to its own
advantage,

Upon the death of Henry, we are furnithed:
with a moft lively inftance of the regard, the
clergy paid to the moft folemn oaths taken .

* Tunc fedes emantifima,, que nulli decffe con-
Juewit (dummodo a bi a'iquid wel rubei intercedat)
B </eripras poytifices & abbates. ad priffinas dignitates
w fer corditer revocavits, M. Paris, p. 49.. \

the:
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the moft public manner. Before the depac-
ture of the late king to Nermandy, he called
an * affembly of the great men, in which the
bithops were the firft, that {wore to acknow-
ledge his daughter the emprels Matilda for
their fovereign, in cale Henry died without
“iflue male, The right of birth undoubtedly
pleaded in her behalf, and her defcent by
~her mother’s fide from the race of Saxon
kings, was a circumftance, which could .not
but greatly recommend her to the Englifh.
However, Henry's death, which fell out in
_a fhort time after, was ne fooner known, than:
"the clergg declared in favour. of Step]zm, andi
- by their example, not only countenanced part
of the nobility in the violation of the oath fo.
lately taken to Matilda, but by their {uperior
power in the kingdom deterred others froms
oppefing their defigns. The archbithop of
Canterbury, the bithops of Winchefler, andi
Salifbury, were three of the richeft fubje&s in.
England : the laft owed his rife, from nothing:
as it were, to the late king, whofe will lLe:
was ungratefully now going to fubvert. T will
juflt mention what Rap.n fays on this occafion,.
who entirely attributes Siephen’s advancement
to the clergy.  ¢¢ It was (fays he) a great ad--
* vantage te. Stepben to have for him three:

* Malmsb. fol. og, :
B 6 * prelatess,
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< prelates, whofe intereft fecured Fim the fof-
¢ frages of the clergy. This Body was theh

“ fo powerful, that the lay-lords who were

“ not in the plot, did not think themfélves
¢ ablé to oppofe .the defign, which they faw
<¢ was entirely formed, of placing Stzphen on
¢ the throne; fince all the bithops declaréd in
¢« his favour, pot ong attempted to fpeak for
“ Matilda,. fo grear an influence had the ex-
¢ ample and authority of the clergy over the
< minds of the nobles and people.” How
falfe the affertions. eve, or whichi the bithops
grourid d the evafion of their vaths, appears
from the opinion of Malmsbury. That hifto-
rian mentioning the reafon, which the bithop
of Salisbury alledged in his hearing, concludes
with faying, that he * does not mention it
there as giving any credit to thofe words of a
man, who could fo well accommodate hinifelf
to all times, as fortune fhifted the fcene, but
in order to difcharge his duty as an hiftorian.
Let us now fee how they beliaved to that Ste-
phen, whom they had placed on the throne.
They were not long before they fhewed the
ufe, they intended to make of the advancement
of a king, who was indebted folely to them-
felves for it, They fuppofed, he would not
‘think it his intereft fo difturb them in the

* Malnsb, fol. 99,
defign
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défign they had formed, of embracing the pre-
feént opportunity to rendet themfelves formida-
gble, and become indepéndent of him and his
[aceeffors for the future. In order t6 accom-
plith this project, they nof only fortified fuch
caftles, as they had already in their hands, but
erefted feveral new ones. They outvied all
_ the nobility in the magnificence of their houfes
. 2nd retinue, and affeGted to appear fo nume-
roufly atténded on all occafions, that they
looked much more like military chiefs at the
head of fo many little armies, than the meek
and peaceable paftors of Chrift’s flock. . -,
It cannot be wondered at, that a behaviour
of this kind alarmed the king, and almoft ne-
ceffitated “him. to take thole fteps towards de~
pri,ving fome of them of their caftles, which
afterwards involved him in fo much trouble.
It was not. only his own private fentiments,
which determined him in that point, but the
advice of moft of the \noble,s concurred with
his own opinion, that fome ftop fhould be
put to the formidable power of the bifhops ¥,
which increafed fo faft. But however de-
firable this might be, it was now not to be
effe@ed : the clergy had fo great an ihfluence
over the lower people, that the nation was in

% Malnsh. fol. 102,
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a flame at the king’s feizing the bithop’s caftles.
Religion itfelf was looked upon as invaded,
which, as Rapin fays, was now thought to
confift in upholding the church in whatever
privileges and immunities fhe herfelf ‘was:
pleafed to affume. The bithops openly talked
of oppofing the king by arms, and became fo:
ftrong, that great numbers of the lay lords
thought it fafelt to go over to their fide.
Stephen had ‘indeed fome time before given
the people in general too much caufe to alter
the good opinion they had once entertained:
of him 5 and we fiad feveral barons Had then
taken up arms againft Bim in defence of their
liberty : but that affair had at this time been.
‘made up, and, as I before obferved, it was
now the fentiments of. moft of the lay-lords,
that the power of the bifhops required a ftop.
to be put to it: though when the attempt had
embroiled the king in thefe troubles, but few
of thofe lords had recovered their efteem for
him fo far, as to affert his caufe with the zeal,.
they would otherwife have done, and draw
upon themfelves the fury of a body of men at.
that time more formidable than their own.

But that the ground of this quarrel was no.
national caufe, appears further from hence.
Had the point in difpute concerned the public
liberty, the king muft have anfwexed for hiss

€oRr-
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" conduct only before the great council-of the
kingdom ; whereas in this cafe he was cited
before a fynod at Aincheffer *, convened by
the bifhop of that place . as legate: which not

~ only thews the difpute to- be particular with.

_thebifthops, but was itfelf a greater infult offered
the community, than ever Stephen had been
~ guilty of.

During this difpute, Matilda thought it a.
favourable jun@ure to land in England, and:
claim her right to the crown. She no fooner
arrived, than the clergy were forward to de--
" glare for her: but the bx[hop of Winchefier,

whohad hitRerto. chifelly excited 4nd ‘promoted:
“the troubles of the king his brother, begun.
now to fee Bis error in raifing the florm
fo high, and that his own ruin would be infepa-.
sable from that of his brother. With- this.
confideration, he, at firft, did him fomefervice ;
.but no fooner had the chance of war declared:
itfelf in. favour of Matilda by Stephen’s be-
ing taken prifonery than he again: threw up:
his brother’s: caufe, and won by a promife, that-
“he fhould difpofe of all ecclefiaftical prefer-
ments, undertook to- procure Matilda the fuf-
frages of the clergy to ele¢t her queen. In
-erder to-this he eonvened a {ynod by his. lega-
tine authority, the day before the opening of:

% Malish.
& whichs
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which he conferred in private firft with the
bifhops, theén with the abbots, and laftly with
the arch-deatons. When the time appointcd

2le a8l o ceva s amma o 5 L1

fUl acit ulccuug was couc, dltcr Ilc rnaa maue
a fpeech, in which he publickly afferted ¥ the
principal right of chufing 2 prince belonged to
thie clergy, the fynod declared Matilda queen,
It was thus with an unheard-of, and unprece-
dented infolence the clergy alone pretended to
give the nation a fovereign without confultiag
the barons, nay contrary to the fentiments of
many of them, who had at this time . fent
their deputies with thole of the city of: Lo-
dm to demand Stephen’s liberty. But this
meflage had no other effeét than to draw an
excommunication upon the king and his ad-
herents,

However monftrous this condu&® appears to
be, the meafure of their infolent and treache-
rous proceedings was not yet compleated : fox
in a very fhort time afterwards the bithop of
Wincheffer having been difobliged by Matilda,
he once more deferted her caufe; and affem-

- bling anottier {ynod at Wedminfler 4 he found
his brethren nothing loath in undoing, what
they had fo lately - done at Wincheffer, Ste-
phen, who was now at liberty, having becg'

* Malmsb. fol. 106. 1 1bid, fol, 108.
[, 3]
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exchanged for the duke of Glouceffer, was again
ﬁ:kﬂbvﬂtdged" by then' ds king, and Matzldq

. & Ber turh excommuticated with her adhe-

réaté, This change foon rendered her affairs
- fo defpérate, that fhe was obliged to quit this
kingdom, and leave Stephen in poffeffiot: of 4
crown, which he firft obtained, afterwards
loft, and: again recovered by the intrigues and
power of the ecclefiafticks.

The power the church affumed to itfelf in
the next réign, and the entire mdependencc
ori the fiite, - thee “it" Hid- crim' 10, evidently
appears in the conteft between Henry II. and
Becket. The laity were reduced to a kind of
flavery by the clergy : whatever outrages they
- fuffered from them, they durft not repel for
féar of excommunication (the effe@s of which
were at that time fo terrible) nor could
théy expett any redrefs from the laws, fincé
~the ecclefiafticks claimed a privilege of Bemg
tried ouly in thelr own coures; theré every
thing was carried on with thie moft open
partiality ; the ecclefialticks were only la-
ble to flight corréctions, and for the moft
heinous crimes punifhed no further than with -
dégradation, (hort fufpenﬁou, or fhort con-
finement, -
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It was proved ®, there had been above a
hundred murders committéd by churchmen
fince the king's acceffion to the throne, of
whom not one had been punithed fo much as
by degradation.

For attempting to redrefs fuch amn unpa-
ralleled enormity, the king and the whole
body of peers in parliament, were treated by -
this haughty prelate with that -infolence, and
open contempt of their authority, as fills every
reader of this part of our hiftory with the ut-
moft indigoation.

Of fuch confequence is it at all times to
prevent every ftep, which may infenfibly tend
to procurefuch wealth and power in the clergy,
or any other fet of men, as may create an
independency in them; fince we fee a prince
of fo much fpirit, as Henry IL. is allowed to -
be, for endeavouring toretrench that part of
ecclefiaftical ufurpation, which proteted cri-
minals from juftice, forced to attone for this
fo unchriftian and wicked attempt, by the
moft abject condefcenfion and fubmiffion ;
though his defign had the good withes and
concurrence of all the nobility in the King-

* Rapiny wol. 1. 226, Tind. tranfl. )
dom,,
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* dom, who at this time groaned under the
* ecclefiaftical yoke.

‘Riclmrd P's was a reign, in which we find
very little faid of ecclefiaftical affairs or per-
fons. That prince was but a few months in
England after he came to the crown, The
accounts of that time chiefly concern that ro-
mantic expedition of his to the Hcky-land,
fo expenfive to his country, and Aatal to
himfelf in being made prifoner by the em-

* peror.

The tyrannicalgovernment of king 7ohn made
the oppofition, which he met with from his
barons, an indifpenfable duty, they owed them-
felyes, their country, and pofterity. The tem-
per of this monarch was fuch a mixture of
folly, pride, and meannefs, that it was impof-
fible, but he fhould embroil . himfelf with all
fets of men, however different and oppofite
their interefts might be. Thercfore though
the clergy feem to have a great fhare in the
events of this reign, we fhould however. care-
fully diftinguifh the motives of their condud,
as well as confequences of it, from that of the
barons, The firlt troubles of importance in
this reign were merely ecclefialtical. The
pope’s nominating cardinal Langten to the fee

of Canterbury, plunged the kingdom into very
great
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great difficulties and mifery: The kiag's refa.

fal to admit him as archbithop, brought an in»

terdi on the kingdom ; and the clergy were
fo far from being difpleafed at this ufurpation
im the pope, that thofe few of them, who would
. willingly have leflened the general confufion

occafioned by the interdi&, by continuing to per~

form: the duties of their office, fuch as reading
prayer, burying the dead, and the like, met with
continual infults from the zealots*. ‘This
drew upon the ecclefiafticks the king’s utmoft
feverity, who feized on their lands, impri~
foned their perfons, and committed all manner
of outrages on them. The interdiét was foonr
after followed by an excommunication of the
king, and the people were abfolved by the pope
from their oath of allegiance,

The pation in general had been fo much
opprefled, that the barons took this occafion
to throw off-all obedience to king Fehn, Had
he been a princein the efteem of his fubjeéts,
no doubt they would have greatly refented

this infult to thelr fovereign. But the con-

fequence was, the king to fupport himfelf
againft the lords, found himfelf obliged to
fubmit to the holy fee, whofe reconciliation

was to be purchafed on no other terms than a

* Rapin, wol. 1. p. 269.
_ refignation

PR S
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- elfignation of his crown after the moft igno-
. dainious manner to the pope, in the perfon of
K,_ “his legate ; which he was ta receive back, and
hold ever after as his vaffal, and as fuch to
- paya yearly tribute. The general defetion of
. the barons, which followed, though they made
' apolitical ufe of thefe troubles, yet was a thing
" quite diftin¢t from them, and founded wholly

on principles of liberty. And as the grounds

were different, fo were the confequences: the

firlt rendered the kingdom tributary to the
- fee of Rome, the latter procured the figning of
Mogua Charta; ° that - bafis: of -¥he- kberty of
\England ever fince.

~

» - It will perhaps be faid, that after the recon-

~ ¢Hfiatioh of Fobn to the pope, from which
time he condemned the barons oppofition, and

_ Afent a legate to reconcile the king to the
clergy, yet they flill refufed to comply with
the terms propofed, and feveral of them ad-
hered firmly to the caufe of the barons.

But we may with great reafon conclude the
confideration of their own particular intereft
was what-influenced them chiefly on that ec-
gafion ; for the reparations fettled by the * pope
for the damages, the clergy had fuftained from

* M. Paris.
' the
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the king during the interdiét ¥, fell infinitely
thort of their real loffes: for which reafon
they were entirely diffatisfied at the legate’s
determination. ;

Nor can we well imagine, that archbithop
Langten, who, for his own private advance-
ment, could fuffer himfelf to be made the
caufe of fo much mifery to the kingdom, and
of the moft ignominious proftitution of the
honour of the Engli/b crown and nation, could
afterwards a¢ in defence of its liberty, from
the generous and difinterefted motives of pub-

lic fpirit.

Nothing could be worfe concerted than the
defign Henry III. formed of freeing himfelf
from the reftraint he thought the lords had
laid on his father by Magna Charta. Inftead
of gaining the clergy to his intereft, and there-
by making them f{ubfervient to his defigns, he
not only made them partake of the general
oppreffion of his reign, but {uffered them to be
devoured by the infatiable extortion of the
pope’s legates. The king vainly thought all
he had to do, was to keep fair with the holy
fee ; the pope knew how to make the proper-
ufe of this temper in the king; and fince

* Rapiny wol, 1, p. 2744
T abn’s




" and OrTHODOXY fhaken. 23

}b:s refignation feemed to confider England
- as a tributary country, which he might plun-
~der at difcretion. He had now no occafion
for the affiltance of the clergy, who, whilft
- they found their account in it, promoted all
- his defigns, and exalted his ufurped power.

But-as the cafe now ftood, they found a blind
. complaifance for the orders of the pope, and
his demands of money, would only ferve to
ruin them. ‘They had nothing to hope from
the king, who kept no meafures with them:
they beheld with grief all vacant benefices
beltowed on foreigners, infomuch, that at one
time no lefs than three hundred ecclefiafticks
were fent over.  Whofoever looks into A7, Pa-
ris, will find him every where full of inftances
“of the pope’s extortion and oppreflion towards
the Englifp clergy, in which the king went
hand in hand with him. The clergy were
pot fo blind to their own intereft, as mot to be
fenfible it was now their bufinefs to join with
the people in condemning Henry’s proceed-
ings : accordingly we find through this reign
they always fhewed great backwardnefs in
complying with the exalions of the king and
pope, and fometimes they had the refolution
to give them a down-right refufal, and openly
to declare they would no longer fubmit to fuch
oppreflions.

But
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Bat t.hat their regacd for the mtereﬁ of the
laity was no greater than at other times, plaig-
ly appears from the open attempts they them-
felves made towards fubverting the laws, which
my lord Coke mentions in his preface to the
grticuli cleri®. < in the forty-fecond year.of
¢ Heury IIL. Bpyiface aychbithop of Cemter-
¢ bury, made diverfe and many canons and
¢¢ conflitutions provincial, dire@ly againft the
¢ laws of the re;alm,_and tending to ufurp and
¢ encroach upon ‘many’ mattérs  which appa-
¢¢ rently belonged to the common law; but
« potwithftanding the greatnefs of Boniface,
« and that diverfe of the judges of the realm
« were of the clergy, and all the great officers
« of the realm, as chancellor, treafurer,- prlvy
¢ feal, £c. were prelates, yet the judges pro-
« ceeded according to the laws of the realm,
< and ftill kept, though with great difficulty,
« the ecclefiaftical courts within their juft and
« proper limits.,” We may reafonably con-
clude, had the king taken the method, fome
of his more politic ' fucceffors have done, of
attaching the clergy to his intereft, by fhew-
ing a zeal for their pretended rights, and a
readinefs in contributing to the advancement
of their riches ard power, and had himfelf

* Second wol. of Infl.
only «
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-plundered and haraffed his other fub-
Qs; he would have met with their full con-
enrrence in his defigns: and all precautions in
-thie Jaity for the fecurity of their liberty, would
- have been cenfuréd as unwarrantable, and re-
. bellious. For what could not be expeéted
- from a fet of men, whofe power and wealth
were become {o dangerous to liberty, and their
endeavours to encreafe them fo ftrenuouns, that,
as the great man juft quoted fays, it was with
great difficulty the laws of the land were refcued
from their all-engroffing ambition ?

" In this and the following reign, we may
. obferve, how difficult it was by the wifelt
“provifions and reftritions of the law to pre-
vént the clergy from evading fuch ftatutes as
_fet any bounds to their wealth or power. At
the time of figning Magna Charta by Henry,

the barons were fo fenfible of the dangerous
confequence of the immenfe riches, the church-
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a
claufe to prevent the further difpofition of
lands to religious houfes. But the clergy found
fo many ways to creep out of that ftatute, and
their pofleflions continued ftill to encreafe- fo
faft, that in the {eventh of Edward I. the fta-
tute of mortmain was enaéted to the general joy
of the people. The words intended to provide
. againft their devices are fo ftrong, that I will
VOL. I, C infert
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infert them here: “ * Quod nullus religiofas
S aut alius quicungue terras aut ienementa
¢ aligna emere vel vendere fub colore dona-
¢ tionis aut termini,” (and to prevent all
other inventions and evafions, thefe general
words were added) ¢ aut ratione alterius ti-
“ tuli terras aut tcnementa ab aliquo reciperey
€ aut alio quovis mode, awte wvel ingenio, fibi
¢ appropriare prefumat, [fub forisfaciura eorun-
< dirum”

A man would have thought, fays my lord
Coke, that this fhould have prevented all new
devices ; but they foon found out an evafion
for this ftatute alfo,

In the progrefs of this reign we fee the
grounds of their oppofition in the former fully
made out by the wxllmgnefs, the clergy thewed,
in making ufe of the pope’s authority, when-
ever it chimed with their own intereft : they
now made a bull of Bomiface VIII. + a pre-
tence to exempt them from the payment of
any taxes to fecular princes, without the con-
fent of the holy fee; and by fo doing, openly
put themfelyes upon a foot of independence
on the reft of the kingdom ; and even afflumed

* See lord Coke’s magna charta, ch. 36.
t M. Wt 405, Walfing, p. 68,
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\ superiority, by declaring they were not obliged

> to join with them in contributing to the public
expences,

In the clofe of this reign, the bithops give
us a further more convincing proof of what .
I have before fiaid, that hitherto whenever
- they fhewed a difapprobation of any innova-
- tions or oppreflions, it was merely becaufe
they had no fhare in the profits, Edward,
notwithftanding the encomiums of fome hi-
ftorians, had no lefs fondnefs for arbitrary
power than his predeceffors, though his fuperior
underftanding made him fenfible, how neeef-
fary it was to conceal it; of which he wag
convinced by the refolute behaviour of fome of
the ‘barons, However, towards the - decline
of his life, he began to a& with lefs referve .
in that refpett; and having procured from
Rome a difpenfation of his oath, in regard to
the two charters, he by virtue of a grant
from: thence levied the tenth of all ecclefiafti-
cal revenues for two years; in confideration
of which, the pope referved to himlelf the
fielt-fruits of all the benefices. Here one
would imagine, that the chief men of the
clergy were concerned in the greateft degree
to prevent any innovation of this Xind, which
fo particularly affe@ted their own body; but -
in this care was taken, that the bifhops fhoutd
' . Cz have
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have a fellow-feeling, and therefore they quiet-
ly fubmitted to it: for * M. of Weftmin.
Sler tells us, the pope was induced to this
through the covetoufnefs of the bithops, who
fubmitted to this innovation, on condition
that they might enjoy one year’s profits of all
vacant benefices in their gift. At the fame
time the parliament + fhewed a more difin-
terefled regard for the clergy, than their own
heads had done, by prohibiting the colle&tors
to gather the tax, though the power of the
King made their prohibitions ufelefs.

Never was the parliament more fenfible of
the ecclefialtical yoke, or more ready to come
to refolutions of putting a ftop to the papal
oppreflions, than under Edward 1I. Baut the
weaknefs of that king, and the circumftances
he was in, made all their endeavours tneffec.
tual. The clergy were fo fatisfied of his
weaknefs; and fo intoxicated with their own
pride and power, that they committed the
moft unparalleled infult and violence to pub-
lic juftice, the laws of the realm, and therein
to the whole nation. Adam Orletonf, bifhop
of Hereford, having been indited of high- -
treafon, for being concerned with Mortimer
earl of March in his open rebellior; the arch-

¥ Mat. Wefim. 457. + Rapin. I Walfing. p. 119,
: bifhops
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bithops of Canterbury, York, and Dublin, with
feveral of their fuffragans, came to the bar,
and by force took him away, threatning to
excommunicate all that fhould oppofe them,
and proceed againft him: and this they did
under pretext of the canons * of the church,
- though the benefit of the clergy, however they
had found means of late to extend it, was
_mever allowed to reach to high-treafon againft
the king. And all this was done in defence
of a man the moft abandoned by every vir-
tue, and of whofe charaéter nothing can con-
vey a more perfect .idea, than his own ‘order
afterwards to the keepers of the unhappy
Edward: ¢ Edwardum cccidere nolite timere
& bomum ¢}

| )
" Under Edward 1II. (moft eminently the
~ beft and greateft of our princes, who unde-
piably deferves thofe encomiums given him
by hiftorians, which flattery, or want of dif-
cernment, made them too apt to beftow onm
others) more vigorous methods were taken
by the king and parliament, to deliver the na-
tion from the fo long complained of papal op-
preflions. With that intent the ftatutes of
provifors and przmunire were enafted: the
" firlt to prevent the court of Rome from dif-

® See lovd Coke's 2d Infl, p. 634, and 635.
C3 . pofing
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pofing -of ecclefiaflical benefices contrary. to
the right of the king, or any other perfonj the
fecond to_ prevent the fubjeéts of England car-
rying caufes to any foreign or other court, the
cognizance of which belonged to- the Kking’s
courts. However, notwithftanding thefe pre-
cautions, we find the grievances ftill continued,
and the pope exaéted asa tax from ecclefia~
flical dignities, ¢ five * times as much as the
¢ tax of all the profits that appertained to the
¢ ‘king by the year of this whole realm.” Ac-
cordingly we find hardly any meeting of parlia-
ment in this reign, in which thefe grievances
are not complained of, notwithftanding the
fatutes made, -and fo frequently confirmed for
preventing them. '

Now when we confider the unanimots and
conftant opinion of both king and parliament
on this head, and the vigorous refolutions,
they fo often came to; can we reafonably ac-
count, why the meafures taken by them
fhould prove ineffeftual any other way than
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy
themfelves? Both of which I think appear
pretty plain. The parliament exprefsly men-
tion the firft, in faying ¢ { the whole clergy

* Cotton’s Parl. Roll. go Ed. IIL,
+ Parl. Roll. 50 Ed. 111
¢ were



- ." and OrrHODOXY fhaken. 31
. were {o obedient to the pope’s colleftor, that
% they did not dare difpleale him.” And that
“they did more than barely connive at appeals

from the king’s courts, contrary to the ftatute

* . of premunire, appears, in that they themfelves

‘prefimed to take cognizance of appeals from
_ thofe courts in their own ecclefiaftical courts.
- And to reverfe judgment given in the king’s

“@ courts, to the prejudice and difherifon of the

& king and Commonalty :” as the parliament

of the twenty- firft of Edward I11. recite in their

complaint.

- Mhat the parliaments in this reign were o
. lafs apprehenfive of the power and encroach-

‘ments of the clergy at home, than of the fee

of Rome, appears from the {everal parliamentary

petitions * and refolutions on that head, At
one time we find them praying the king,
that remedy might . be had againft the oppref-
fion of ordinaries, and their officers. At an-
other time they made their requeft to the
king, that ¢ no { ordinance might be made at
¢ the petition of the clergy without confent
¢ of parliament, and that no man might be
¢t bound by any their conflitutions made for
& their advantage.”

* Parl, Roll. 25 E4. 111
+ Parli Rall. 51 Ed. 111,

C 3 The
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The clergy had for fome time paft igtruded
themlelves into all the great places of truft,
power, and profit in the ftate, the civil courts,
and king’s houfhold *. The lords and com-
mons therefore reprefented to the king, that
the realm had long been gbverned by church-
men, to the great prejudice of the crown; and
therefore required, that for the future the great
officers of the king’s' courts might be only
laymen.

The juftnefls of thefe complaints, and of the
precautions of the parliament, is fully confirmed
by the conduét of the clergy in the following
reign. Rickard II. had not been long on the
throne, before they took the advantage of the
youth and weaknefs of that prince to pro~
cure his confent to an ordinance for the im-
prifoning of fuch, as they fhould think fit to
declare heretics: and this entirely without
confent of parliament, a moft notorious oute«
rage, if ever there was any, upon the efta-
blithed conftitution of this kingdom. But
what meafures would they not take to deftroy
a growing fe@, fuch as the Wiciffites, who
propagated principles of {o damnable a nature,
as tended to deftroy the temporal grandenr

* Wolfinz, p. 186. & Parl. Rall,
and
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" and power of the church? A dotrine that

Ei in all ages will never fail being cenfured by
¢ moft of them, as highly heretical. But the
. houfe of commons were fo fenfible of this
" beinous encroachment upon the rights of the

people, that the ordinance was repealed by the

" king next parliament; and the declaration of

-the commons on thjs occafion had fo much

i‘.,bccomiug refolution and {pirit in it, that it
. may not be amifs to fet down their own words,
~ ¢ that *it was never their meaning to be juf-
- ¢ tified, and bind themfelves and fucceflors
. %t the prelites; n6 more than  their -an-

« ceftors had done before them.” A refolu-

- tion ever worthy to be remembered and fol-
- lowed by all fucceeding parliaments.

Y .

I took notice in the lalt reign, that the
continned oppreflions of the pope, notwith-
flanding the repeated refolutions of the king
and parliament againft them, muft have been
owing to the connivance of the clergy: the
following inftance under Richard, is a further
and full confirmation of their backwardpefs
to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives -
of the fee of Rome. ¢ The 1 archbithops
“ of Canterbury and York for themfelves,

. ® Parl. Roll, 6 Rich, 1.
+ Parl. Roll. 13 Rich, 1I,

Cs “ and
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« and the whole clergy of their province,
«¢ make their folemn proteftation in open par-
¢ liament, thdt they in no wife meant or
« would aflent to any ftatute or law made
« in reftraint of the pope’s authority, but
« utterly withftood the fame.” '

The following proftitation of the clergy, (an
expreffion aptly made ufe of) and their fupe-
rior talents in doing with a better grace the
very.fame profligate and flavifh jobs, in which
the lany have at any time equally concurred,
is worth obferving from a paffage in an hi-
florian that treats of that reign. When
Richard 11. had at laft by corruption, or put-
ting out fuch returning officers, whofe com-
plaifance for his defigns he fufpeéted, got a
parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfons,
as he knew would be at his devotion, (the
firft, if I miftake not, that was openly pro-
é_ured in that manner ;) after the feffion was
opened by a time-ferving fpeech of the bithop-
of Exctery it was propofed by the king’s mi-
nifters, that the aéts of grace pafled nine years
before in favour of certain lords, who had op-
pofed the king in his attempts upon the pub-
lic * liberty, fhould be repealed. The pr‘e-",
lates without any hefitation not only gave

* Walfing. pe 3540
their
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their affent, but, by the expreffion of the hi-
forian, feemed to have ufed arguments to thew
thofe alts to be revocable: upon which,,
fays he, the temporal lords feeing the clergy
approved of ‘it, gave alfo their affent, more
induced 6 it through fear of the king, than any
convi@ion of their minds. Now though their
concurrence is abfolutely inexcufable ; yet the:
reader, I believe, will agree with me in ob-
ferving a manifeft difference in their beha-
viour. For the clergy, no reafon is affigned
by the hiftorian, but their forwardnefs in the:
affair féems abandoned like that of men hack~
ney’d in proftitution; the other have the ex-
ample of the clergy, and the fear of the
king mentioned as determining them. /And
that [ may not be thought to have exagge-
rated this matter, I will give the reader #ul-
Jingham’s own words,

s« Hi zmporturu clamoribus pmerunt .&
“ t‘barhe perdo»at:onum in prmu: revocaren=
“ tur & annullarentur,. fuper quibus requifiti
“ pralati de facile indicarunt tales chartas.
¢ fore revocabiles, nn attendentes quod hu--
“ jus grati@ rivecatio perfone regis maxima
““ repugnabat 5. cum. miferecordia fit [ulii re-
“ galis. confirmatio, & gqui tokiiv mijericordi-
“ am, tollit folii regalis firmamentum: Con-
S fequenter  doming temporales videntes affers:

Cae e fuom
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¢ fum cleriy cenfuerunt € ipfi hujus chartas
¢ annullandas, magis timore regis dicli, quam
v mentium'ratione.”’

Glorious pre-eminence of the clergy, even
in a parliament compofed of men culled out
from amongft the whole people for fervility
and corruption !

Henry IV. a haughty defigning prince, wha
though he owed his crown purely to a par-
liamentary right, yet ever affected to build his
claim on other foundations, not only weak,
but abfolutely falfe, was fenfible, that he had
againft him" a powerful falion in the king-
dom, and that his condu& was fuch, as
could not fail adding to the number of his
enemies.

His policy in taking all methods, and being
moft vigilant to fecure the pofleflion of bhis
crown, was the moft diftinguithing qualifica-
tion of his genius: and he had too much
difcernment not to fee, how neceflary it was
for carrying on his ends to have.the clergy
firmly in his intereft. That body was now
become more than ever wealthy, powerful,
and infolent. Accordingly, Henry made it a
maxim, to do nothing, which might difoblige
them, but to take every opportunity of tefti-

fying
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- fying a regard for their intereft. He knew
by that means, however ill he ufed his other
fubjeéts, he fhould ftill preferve the reputation
of a pious prince, zealous for the caufe and
honour of God, which could not. but greatly
contiibute to baffle any oppoﬁnoh to his
meafures. The clergy had all along fo con-
nived at the pretenfions of the court of Rome,
that the endeavours of former parliaments to
put a flop to that abufe, proved ineffetual.
The people groaned for a reformation ; there-
fore, though the king was obliged at firft in
compliance with his parliament to revive the fta-
tutes of przmunire, yet never was the breach
of them more winked at, than in this reign,
To give the ecclefiafticks 2 more public in-
ftance of his zeal, Henry at their petition
procured the bloody act to pafs in ' parliament
for the burning fuch as they fhould declare
heretics. Immediately the poor Lollards,
who had incurred their uarelenting difpleafure
for broaching dotrines repugnant to their
temporal grandeur, are without mercy deli-
vered to the flames; and the churches found
with the encomiums of a king, who had given
fuch unqueftionable proof of his piety and
zeal.

But a parliament, that met fome time after,

had not the fame complaifance for the clergy.
This
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This was that which by way of reproach, they:
have called the illiterate parliament, reprefent-
ing them as a fet of men chofen according to-
the king’s private letters, merely on account
of their ignorance ; an error moft people fincey
and amongft the reflt a very eminent man in
our law +, has been led into. Bat thefe let-
ters were in reality writs of fummons, in
which there were diretions, in purfuance of
a. ftatute made in Edward 1lId’s time, ex-

_cluding all theriffs and praifing lawyers from
being eletted : the reafon of whi¢h was, that
fuch procured themfelves to be elected merely to
ferve views of their own, arid did not faithfully
difcharge their duty to their country. Inflead
therefore of looking upon this parliament in the:
light, in which it has been reprefented, we are:
to confider it as compofed of honeft, difintereft-
ed country gentlemen, who having no private:
views to ferve, came up fraught with the fen-
timents of thofe they reprefented, who im-
patiently withed to fee themfelves freed from
the ecclefiaftical yoke.

Accordingly, when the king, laying his ne-
ceflities before them, demanded an aid, they
remonftrated the hardthip of burthening his
fubje@s with further taxes, when at the fame

't Fi’_‘}"t’l 1}”/" to par[. 1'01/.
8 time:
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time the clergy  contributed nothing to the
neceflities of the ftate, though poffeffed of the -
third part of all the lands in the kingdom;
wallowing, to the negle& of their duty, im
luxury and idlenefs : that therefore it was their
-defire that his wants fhould be fupplied out
of the ecclefiaftical revenues, as not only juft,
and agreeable to the featiments of the people,
but in the main of real fervice to the church
itfelf.

We may eafily imagine, what treatment a
propofition of this’ kind . met with from the
clergy. The + archbithop of Camerbary,
who was prefent, could not forbear treating
the commons in the moft arrogant and in~
folent manner : he even told them in a mena-
cing way, no attempt of that fort fhould be
offered the church without impunity , and that
it thould be at their peril if they feized any
of its revenues ; that for his part he would
fooner lofe his-life thax fee i depnved oE
them. . IO RN 4

The king, in purfuance of the maxim he
had laid down, to keep well with the clergy,
took this opportunity to aflure the archibifhop:
of his refolution to maintain the church in

+ Walfing. po 37 .
its
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its full pofleflions, and of his defire rather to
increafe than diminith its fplendor. The
commons, not intimidated by the threats of
any dignified church-man, went on and pre-
pared a bill for fupplying the king’s neceffities
out of the revenues of the church; but when
the bill came: to the lords, they refufed their
concurrence, through the cabals of the bithops,
who had gained a confiderable party in that
houfe, for having oppofed the commons not
long before in a laudable defign they had
of fupplying the king’s wants, by a revocation
of feveral lands alienated from the crown by
grants in the late reign, and fquandered upon
favourites, to the great impoverithing of the
crown, and burthening the people; which
revocation would greatly have affefted feveral
peers, who at that time were in poffeffion of
fuch lands. Here we fee the bifhops, oppofo!
in general-of every flep taken for the eale
of the fubje&, and treating the reprefentative
body of the whole people in parliament with
infolence, ill language, and threats for the
attempt.

Though the commons were difappointed
this time in their defign, yet the grievance was
too generally felt, and a sedrefs too much dee
fired by the people for them to fit down dif-
mayed at this repulfe, In a parliament affem-

bled

|
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bled fome time after they renewed their for-
mer inftances in regard to the clergy’s revenues;
the confequences alfo of the ftatute againft the

Lollards obtained by influence and cabal were

now known to be fo terrible, that they like-

wife defired a repeal of it; at leaft an amend-

ment. As totheir firft inftances, they fet forth,

that the king might eafily feize out of the re-

venues of theecclefiafticks, what would be fuf-

ficient to provide in a moft ample manner
for fifteen earls, fifteen hundred knights, fix

thoufand two hundred efquires, and a hun-

dred hafpitals. - But they had the mortification

to have their remonftrances meet with no bet-
ter fuccefs with the king, who was now more

than ever confirmed in his refolution of being

well with the church. Therefore he not only

refufed his affent, butdid it in a moft arbitrary

manner, forbidding them for the future to

prefume to meddle with fuch affairs*; and

as for the ftatutes againft the Lollards, he was

{o far from allowing any mitigation, that he-
faid he could wifth they were made more ri-

gorous. To pleafe the ecclefiafticks ftill fur-

ther with an open affront upon the commons,

he affetted at that time to fign a warrant for

the burning of a poor Lallard, who fuffered

death with great refolution.

* Walfig. p. 375 )
I
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* Ifthe parliainent (as Rapin fays) that fclt
moved the Ieﬁ’ening the clergy s révenués was
l{llf.'(l ume’lrneo, it may Well De luppolea Inls
niet With no better treatment., ‘The names
of Lollard and H.retic were plentifully be-
ftowed : they were fét forth as a fet of men
who were for the deftruéion of religion itfelf.
They were however fo fenfible of their ill
ufage, that upon the king’s demanding a power
to levy a fubfidy during life, though the parlia-
ment fhould not fit, they boldly refifed it him.
The commons would alfo have denied him a
fupply for his prefent occafions, fince he had
not thought proper to receive it by the me-
thods they propofed, had not the king forced
them to a compliance by the fame arbitrary
maniner, which he had fucceeded in once before 3
that was, by keeping them fitting, till the incon-
venience of not being difmiffed, obligéd them
to confent to his demands: a moft remarkable
abufe of prerogative, and tending to deftroy
all freedoth in their refolutions ! But notwith-
ftanding ¢his, he had done edough in ‘this
meeting to be looked upoh as the champion
of religion, and darling of its priefts. We
find him criéd up by them aba prifice endued
with mildnefs, piety, and every virtue ; though
whoever will carefully look into that reign,
will find his condu& perfectly tyrannical, and

mofk
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moft ungrateful in a prince, who had ne other
title to his crown than the good-will -of the
- people, and free gift of parliament, whofe rights
he ever tried to fubvert. To conclude there-
fore with Mr. Rapin’s obfervations on this
reign: ¢ When I confider (fays he) the ex-
‘¢ ceflive commendations beftowed on that
¢ prince, I cannot help fufpecting, that the
¢ glory of being the firft burner of here-
“ tics, and of protetting the clergy againt
¢ the attempts of the houfe of commons,
¢ were the main {prings of all their enco-
¢ miums. Itis well known, the- ecclefiaftics
¢ are as zealous in praifing their benefaétors,
% as in blackening their oppofers.”

-

No fooner was Henry IV. dead, than the
clergy determined to fecure themfelves for the
future againft all attempts to leffen their re-
venues, by taking advantage of the com-
plaifance, that is ufvally met with from young
princes in the begianing of their reigns. They
did not doubt, but fuch attempts had been
greatly promoted by the do&rine of the Lo/-
lards. Therefore as thofe principles were coun-
tenanced by feveral men of the greateft rank,
and higheft efteem of any in the kingdom, they
refolved to lay the ax to the root of the tree,
and by boldly attacking the patrons of the
fect, deter all others from prefuming to ad-

vancé
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vance any propofitions, which they thould dif-
approve of, that might render them lable to
be {ufpetted of Wickliffite principles. In pur-
fuance of this refolution, the archbithop of
Canterbury waited on the king, and repre-
fented to him the great growth of herefy,
which could not fail drawing down the wrath
of heaven on the kingdom; and the glory it
would be to a young monarch to begin his
reign with engaging in the caufe of God, by
defending the church from heretics, for which
heaven would certainly crown all his under-
takings with fuccefs, Thus faid Neforius
once to the younger Theodsfiusy ¢ Give me,
¢ O emperor, the carth weeded from here-
¢ tics, and I in my turn will give you hea-
¢ ven; deftroy with me the heretic, and I
¢ will deftroy the Perflan with you,” The
archbithop then informed him, that Sir Foln
Oldcaftle, baron of Cobham, a domeftic of his
.own, was the molt open abetter of the doétrine
of the Lollards * 5 and therefore lre defired, he
might be allowed to proceed againft him with
the utmoft feverity and rigour,

The king anfwered him in fuch a manner,
as thewed, he was far from approving of force
for reclaiming people from errors in religion

¥ Walfirg. p. 383,
but
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but howerver told him, that if he could not by
talking to Sir Fobn Oldeaftle reftore him to
the right way, he would then give leave for a
procefs againft him. ‘

This lord was a man the moft efteemed of
any in the kingdom, and particularly dear to
the king, as #ulfingham the monk owns, for
his confummate probity. Notwithftanding, the
king finding him unmoveable as to his opinions,

“no longer oppofed the clergy’s requeft, and
he was accordingly condemned to be burnt,
though for fome time he avoided fuffering the
fentence by an efcape out of prifon,

The king in his difcourfe with the arch-
bithop had difcovered too much moderation
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to
have their full defire upon their enemies, ef-
pecially as he did not feem very follicitous to
have Oldcafile retaken. It was their intereft
(fays Rapin) that the king fhould bhave other
fentiments more agreeable to the barbarous
zeal, with which ecclefiafticks are generally
animated. In order thereto they reprefented
the Lollards as men, that not only fought the
deftru®tion of the eftablithed church and reli-
gion, but even of the king’s perfon and ftate
itfelf.. To confirm him in fuch a belief, they
fathered upon them a more abfurd and fenfe-

lefs
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lefs plot, than ever was invented by the moﬁ
profligate. dilatorgs employed by the cruelleﬁ; :
of the Roman emperors for fuch purpofes.
"The poor Lsllards, {ince a * proclamation the
king had made to fupprefs their affemblies,
had continued their meeting with great fe-
crecy in woods, and other unfrequented places
in the country for the worfhip of God in
their own manner. Upon thefe occafions
fome of them chofe §t. Giles’s fidds near Lons
den where they thought to be concealed by
buthes, and. fhrubs, that grew there: but be-
ing difcovered by the clergy, the king was
immedxately told, that QOldcaslle at the head
of twenty thoufand Lellards were in the fields,
with. a defign to kill the king and his brothers,
and all the lords fpiritual and temporal, who
were not their friends. Alarmed at this in-
formation, Henry, who was at Eltham, ime
mediately marched to London to attack this
powerful body of confpirators. He arrived
about midnight, and finding about fourfcore
perfons, fell upon them, and killed about
twenty, and . took moft of the reft prifoners.
The poor wretches, knowing how liable they
were to the infults of their perfecutors, had
unfortunately brought arms with them,. which
probably ferved as a pretence to convince the

.._,Rapiﬂ, woli 1. p. 5074 \
king
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king of the defign; and that their accufation
might have the greater weight, means were
found by threats or promifes to prevail with
fome to confefs the faét, though the abfurdity
was unfurmountable toevery confidering man,
For inflead of twenty thou[and to execute {o
great a defign, there were only a few mean
people, with none of great rank; and as for
Oldeafile himfelf, he was not prefent. But
it feems the clergy gained a great point by it,
in rendering the Lollards odious to the king;
and obraining a vaft price to be fet on O/d-
cafrle’s head, who was {oon after taken, and
fell a facrifice to their malice and cruelty. The
whole behaviour of Henry towards this great
man gives us_no advantageous idea of the inte-
grity of that prince, fince he acted intirely in
oppofition to his own declared fentiments, and
faqificed a man, he had the greateft efteem for 3
to wi ich he couid have no other motive than
to gain the clergy to his intereft, and to pre-
vent from them any interruption inthe ambitious
proje&s, he was probably at that time medita-
ting As to the pretended confpiracy, he had
too much fenfe really to credit it, the abfur-
dity of which. if not at firft, yet he certainly.
foon after muft have been convinced of, though
he had never the ingenuity to own it, or a&
accordingly. Sir Robert Cot'ony in his abridg-
ment of the pailiament-rolls, fpeaking of the

parlias
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parliament that met at this time, in which
the Lollards were {o perfecuted, makes this
remark. ¢ The clergy, at this their own
¢ parliament, ceafe not to rage and roar af-
¢ ter chriftian blood. tanguam leones ru-
< gientes; and whofoever did the fault, they
 put Fohn Porter in the flocks, and cried,
¢ crucify Chrift, and deliver us Barrabas; for
¢¢ pow all horrible mifchiefs whatfoever were
¢ imputed to the poor Lollards.” '

Bithop * Burnet, in his hxﬁory of the refor-
mation, tells us, the difingenuous and ‘inhuman
way, the clergy had, of dealing with the Lo/-
lards : < which was in their proceedings again{t
¢« them always to mix fome capital errors,
< which all chriftians rejeted, with thofe, for
<t which they accufed them: and fome parti-
¢ gulars being proved, they gave it out, that
¢« they were guilty of them all, to reprefent
«¢ them the more odious,” of which he gives
us fome examples.

It was not the Lollards alone that in this
reign were convinced of the neceffi ity of leflen-
ing the revenues of the'church: for a parlia-
ment, thatagreed to the fevereft {tatutes againft
thofe miferable people, fhewed the greateft ear-

*® Hifl. of the reformat, wail. 1. p. 29.
neftnefs
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neftaefs for reducing the clergy within proi;er
bounds.

It was an artifice of the clergy at that time
to confound every body, that oppofed their
temporal grandeur, under the general name of
Lollards, and to render them and their defigns
odious, they reprefented them as alling from
heretical principles; in the fame manner as in a
latter reign every man, that difcovered any zeal
for liberty againft the arbitrary defigns of the
court and church, was branded with the name
of puritan. And in this I have the concur-
rence of the learned author laft mentioned,
who tells us, that ¢ when ¥ the clergy had
¢ their authority fortified with fuch fevere
¢¢ laws, they became more cruel and infolent
¢ than ever. And if any man denied them
¢ any part of that refpeé, or of thofe advan-
‘¢ tages, to which they pretended, he was pre-
‘¢ fently brought under the fufpicion of herefy,
¢ and vexed with imprifonments, and articles
¢¢ were brought againft him.”

But the parliament I juft now fpoke of,
were fo apprehenfive of this artifice, that they
agreed to every propofal of the clergy for the
extirpation of what was then called herefy ;

* Hitt. of the refor, vol. 1.p, 27.
VOL. I D fo
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fo that all the pulpits in the kingdom found-
ed their praifes. Therefore, when the com-
mons prefcnted an addrefs for feizing their re-
venues, they were thunder-ftruck, There was
no having recourfe to their ufual method of
reprefenting as Lollards, whomfoever they dif-
liked ; fo that they had no way of diverting
the impending danger, but by animating the
young king to a war with france, and in or-
der to carry it on, to compound for the refig-
nation of the alien priories. Though of all the
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en-
gaged the world in, they may be faid to have
the beft excule for this; yet I cannot think the
archbithop’s fpeech on the occafion quite
agreeable with the peace making charafter of
a chriftian divine, howfoever it might have
appeared from the mouth of an enterprizing
ftatefman.

From this time to that of Hemry VIIL the
kingdom was fo much engaged in other * mat-
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the
proceedings of ecclefiafticks worth taking up
the reader’s time. Itis proba‘ole they would
have made great advantages from the weak-
nefs of Henry VI. had not fo many troubles at
court, the war with France, and the misfor-

* Rapin.

tune$
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tunes of this reign, prevented any attention to
church-affairs. The {ame reafons for the moft
part {ubfited in the following reigas; which
were alfo taken up with domelftick troubles.
As for Henry VIJ. his whole thoughts were fo
employed in maintaining a quiet pofleflion of
the crown, of which he was beyond meafure
jealous, and on hoarding up money, that he
avoided all occafions of fuch difputes, which
might have given difturbance to cither. '

During the firflt eighteen years of his reign,
king Henry VIIL. was a moft faithful fon of
the fee of Rome, as the learned author of the
hiftory of the reformation tells us, except in
one matter only, which feemed to leffen the
greatnefs of the clergy. As this one affair was
of very great importance, and will ferve fully
to fet forth the temper of the clergy at this
time, and alfo furnithes us with a moft fla-
grant inftance of the power they had aflumed,
and their moft pernicious and infolent abufe
of that power ; I will give the reader as fhort
an account of it, as poffible, from bxﬂ)op Ftire
net, efpecially, as during the courfe cf ihis af-
fair a fcene of cruelies came to light to-~
wards a perfon, who had offended the eccie-

Gafticks, which were- nothing inferior to thofe
of the mofl ivhuman tyrants. ~
' D2 In
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In the fourth * year of this reign it was
enallted in parliament, that all murderers and
robbers (hould be denied the benefit of clergy.
Though the reafonablenefs of this law, one
would have thought, was fufficient to make it
pafs, yet to take off all objeftions there was
added, that all fuch as were within the holy
orders of bifhop, prieft, or deacon, fhould be
excepted ; and it was alfo continued in force
only till the next parliament. Though this
gave the greatelt fatisfaction to the people, the
clergy were fo offended, that the moft infe-
rior perfons, who were any ways related to
the chur.h, thould be proceeded againft by the
laity, that the a& by their oppofition was fuf-
fered to determine next parliament. But fee
the effeéts of an ill-judged compliance with
whatfoever that body of men fhall at any time
be pleafed to call their privileges: they were
not fatisfied, that it was fuffered to expire, but
with great audacioufnefs refolved to fix a pub-
Yic cenfure om this aé of the legiflature. Ac-
cordingly, the abbot of Hinchelcomb openly
preached againft it at 8¢, Paul’s crafs.

As-this could not fail of makiang a noife,
the temporal lords and houfe of commons con-

* Hit. of the refor. vol. 1. p- 13-
curred
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curred in petitioning the king to fupprefs the
growing infolence of the clergy. Upon this
a hearing was appointed before the king with
all the judges and his temporal council. It
will be too tedious to infert here the particu-
lars of the difpute, which are to be feen in the
hiftory of the reformation: but in fhort, Dr.
Standifh, who was ecclefiaflical council for
the king, maintained his arguments againft
the immunities of the church with fo much
reafon, and fo clearly confuted the affertions
of the abbot, that all the laity prefent were
fo confirmed in their former opinions, that the
bifhops were moved to order the abbot to make:
a recantation of his fermon in the place, where
he had preached it; but they all flatly refufed
to do it, and openly juflified the affertions of
the abbot in every peint.  As this was ful-
lowed by very great heats in parliament, an
affair, that fell out juft after, made the matter
to be profecuted {lill more warmly the Micka.l-
mas term following.

One Richard Hunne, a merchant-taylor in
London, was fued in the ecclefiaftical court by
‘a Middlefex clerk for refufing a mortuary,
which the clerk pretended was due to him
on account of a child of Hunne's that had
died five weeks old. As this fpiritual court
{at by the legate’s authority, therefore was a

D3 foreign
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foreign court, Funne was advifed to fue the
clerk ina premunire. The clergy were touched
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to
faften herely on Hunne; and having found
Wicklif>>s bible in his cuftody, he was taken
up, and put in the Lollards tower at St. Paul’s,
and had feveral articles of herefy objected to
him by the bithop of Lozden. On his ex-
amination he denied them in the manner
charged upon him; but owned he had faid
fome things, which might feem to tend that
way; for which he was forry, and afked God’s
pardon, and fubmitted to the bithop’s correc-
tion. For this, fays our author, he fhould
have been enjoined penance, and fet at liberty,
But as he {till continued his fuit in the king’s
court, he was ufed in a barbarous manner; for
foon after he was found hanged in the cham-
ter, where he was prifoner. This was given
cut to be done by himfclf; but when the
coroner held bis inqueft on the body, fo many
circum{tances appearcd, that made it undeni-
ably evident, he was murdered; upon which
the dead body was acquitted, and the mur-
der charged upon the officers of the prifon
and by other proofs, they found the bifhop’s
fumner and bell-ringer guilty of it; and by
the depofition of the fumner himfelf it ap-
peared, that Dr. Horfey, the bifbop Lon-

don's
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don’s chancellor, and he, and the bell-ringer
did murder him, and then hasg him up. -

At the fame time the bifhop began a new
procels again{t FHumne for herely; of which
being found guilty, he was delivered over to
the fecular power to be burnt, which was ac-
cordingly done in dmithfield.  When judg-
ment was given, the bithops of Durbam and
Liresln, with many do&ors both of divinity
and canon-law fat with the bifhop of Lozn-
don s fo that this (fays our Author) was looked
onas an a&t of the whole clergy, and done
by common confent. The intent of this was
to ftifle all enquiry about the murder; for it
was fuppoled that when once the deceafed had
been declared a heretic, no man would be
fo bold as to appear for him. But it fell out
quite otherwife. The city of Lovdon was en-
raged to the greateft degree at the cruelty of
the clergy, 2and made it a common caufe.
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk according
to law, fhould be long imp'rifoned, and at
lat murdered, and the reproach of it caft
upon himfelf to defame him, and ruin his
family; and thcn to burn the dead body that

had been fo ufed, was thought fuch a com. =

plication of crueliies, as few Barlarmmﬁ /had
ever been guilty of. At

H

. Dy So
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So that notwitliftanding the very great paids
taken to ftop the proceedings, and the endea-
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going on,
the thing was fo foul and evident, that they
were ineffe€tual : and the trial went on, and
the chancellor and fumner were indifted as
principals in the murder. Hunne's children
were alfo reftored in parliament.

The convocation, which was now fitting,
finding all this fiir made, refolved to call Dr.
Standifp to an account ; whofe arguments in the
affair before mentioned they thought greatly to
have contributed in raifing this lame. When
he was fir{t fummoned, fome articles were ob-
jefted to him by word of mouth concerning the
julgiag of clerks in civil coorts; but the next
day a bill was delivered to him in writing, to
which a day was appointed for his anfwer.

Standifp finding they were determined to
opprefs him, begged the king’s proteition for
what he had done only in difcharge of his
~ duty, as his counfel: but the clergy pretended
to the king, that it was for fomething he had
faid in his le€tures, which he had read at 8z.
Paul’s and therefore begged him to maintain
the rights-of the church. On the other hand,

the temporal lords and houfe of commons ad-
drefled
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dreffed the king to maintain the temporal ju-
rifdiction, and proteét Standi/h from the malice
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed
the matter to be argued at Black-friars, where
he ordered his cquncil fpiritual and temporal,
all the judges, and fome of both houfes to
be prefert. I {hall not relate the arguments
on both fides here; but after the debate all the
judges gave their opinion, that all thofe of the
convocation, who did award the citation
againft Stenih, were guilty of a przmunire.
The court then broke up. But at another
meecting foon after, the king having exprefs’d
bis opinion in favour of Szandifh, and that he
was refolved to maintzin the rights of the
crown and temporal jurifdiGtion; the arch-
bithop of Canrerbury begged the matter might
be fo long refpited, till they could get an an-
fwer from the court of Rome, and they would
thea conform themfelves to the laws of the
land in whatever was confiftent with the law
of God. To this the king made no anfwer
then, but upon his command Standifh was
{oon after difmifs’d out of the court of convo-
cation. And the king, not willing to break off
-with the clergy about Funne’s affair, came to -
this expedient, that Dr. Horfer, who had ab-
fconded in the archbithop’s houfe, (tho” it was
pretended he was prifoner there) fince war-
rants had been out to apprehend him, thould

D render
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render himfelf prifoner in the king’s bench;
where, upon his pleading not guiity, the attor-
ney-general fhould acknowledge it, and with-
draw the indiétment; the king thinking he
had maintained his prerogative, by bringing
him to the bar,

Thus ended this great affair, which though
far from giving the people in general fatisfac-
tion, as they thought juftice had not been
done againft the criminals; yet it made the
pretenfions of church-men appear very weak,
and gave all men fuch a deteftation of their
conduét, as difpofed the public to be well
pleafed with the alterations, that followed in
this reign, and every attempt towards reducing
their power.

It cannot be fuppofed, thata clergy with this
difpofition would countenance any reformation,
which at all lefened their riches or power;
accordingly this, which followed in the pre-
{ent reign, was entirely againft the will of the
greatelt part of them. It has been julty ob-
{erved, there was never any ‘reformation, but
the clergy was againfl,  Indeed what was
done in this reign was more properly a few
ﬁepsi towards a reformation, than ‘the thing it-
felf 5 and thongh outwardly moft of them paid
a {ubmifion to the king’s will in the alteras

1 i tions
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tions then made, yet at the fame time we
find them ufing all their artifices to prevent
their being carried on to fuch a length, as
fhould render the breach with Rome irrepara-
ble. With thole views, when they had brought
themfelves to own the fupremacy, yet they
ftill endeavoured to cherith in the king a re-
gard for the moft abfurd do&trines of the Fo-
man church. And left the few fleps the
king had taken towards a reformation, might
encourage the followers of Lutber to be more
open in promulging their opinions, the greatcfh
arts were ufed to make the king difcourage
them ; and therefore we find perfecution never
raged with greater violence and injuftice, than
under this reforming monarch,

For the fame reafon, and in order to make
the clergy le(s fenfible of the abfurdity of fe-
veral doétrines of the church, hnd of the im-
plicit and {ervile obedience claimed by i,
they endeavoured to fupprefs the tranflation of
. the bible in this reign; for it was their maxim,,
to ule the laity, as Herodstus tells us, the Scy-
thians did their flaves, which was to deprive
them of their eyes, that they might churn their
mafter’s milk with more attention.

Therefore, whatever merit there was in ac¢-
complithing the rcformation, the clergy .have
Do no
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no pretence to any partof it ; and the few of
them, that really and with fincerity laboured
to bring it about, of whom bithop Cranmer
was at the head, were a very inconfiderable
number in refpect to that whole body.

And fince I have mentioned that great man,
upon whofe chara@er fuch encomiums have
been made, I muft here own my opinion, that
if we confider with attention his whole con-
duét, we fhall find fome parts of it, which
cannot fail very much to leffen thofe ideas, we
are at firft apt to conceive of him,

It is far from my intention to derogate from
the merit of 2 man fo much celebrated, by
making no allowances for the frailties of hu-
man nature, from which it would be unrea-
fonable to expect, that he or any man what-
ever fhould be exempt by the fandtity of
his profeffion : and as fuch, I am very willing
to confider his recantation in the latter part of
his life; and whatever other flips he might
have been guilty of, which may be allowed to
be confequences of human frailty, are readily
to be excufed, provided they are mere frailties :
but we cannot confider in that light fome
of his altions. The proteflation, he made at
his confecration*, when he took his oath to

* Hift of the refor. vol. 1. p. 12g,
A the
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the pope, was a deliberate act; and however
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of
canonilts + and cafuifts at that time, was very
unfuitable to the integrity of his chara&ter.

The taking of oaths with referved mean-
ings and particular explications, can have no
other tendency than to deftroy all faith amongft
men. And it was formerly oblervable, that
the clergy in general too much countenanced
the taking of oaths with mental refervations;
though in juftice to the prefent clergy, furely it
muft be owned, they never allow of any pri-
vate explications in what they fubfcribe as
neceffary to qualify them for their holy func-
tion, or on any other occafion. -

His compliance, as well as that of the whole
convocation, with the king’s will, in annulling

#* In how different a'light were oaths confidered
by the ancient heathens, when at Arbexs, one of
their greateft tragedians brought upon himfelf
the higheft indignation of his audience, by putting
into the mouth of a worthy charadter, a fentiment
agreeable to the behaviour of this great and pious
divine,

"H yrioo' Suwpox’s 1 S Ppiv avipuor®e.
My tongue has favorn, but not my mind.
Euripidy Higpol, 1. 612,

the
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the marriage with Amne of Clwes, is ex-
tremely unjuflifiable, and not to be excufed by
the fear of incurring the king’s difpleafure;
which, if allowed, will equally juftify the
worft altions committed at the commands of
the moft unjuft tyrants. The author of the
hiftory of the reformation fays, ¢ this * was
¢« the greateft picce of compliance that ever
¢t the king had from his clergy: for as they
¢ a]l knew there was nothing of weight in
¢¢ that pre-contradt, fo they laid down a moft
¢¢ pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub-
¢« lic treaties and agreements; fince if one
¢ of the parties being unwilling to it, fo that
¢t his confent was not inward, he was not
< bound by it, there was no fafety among
¢ men more.”

~

And again, ¢ for that =rgument, that was
¢ taken from the want of confummation,
¢« they had forgotten what was pleaded on the
« King’s behalf ten years before, that con-
¢ fent without confummatipn made a mar-
¢ riage compleat. But as the king was re-
¢« {olved on any terms to get rid of the queen,
« {o the clergy were allo reflolved not to in-
« cur his difpleafure; in which they rather
¢ {ought for reafons to give fome colour to
¢ their fentence, than pafled their judgment
¢« upon the ftrength of them.” '

* Vol. 1. p. 281,
Bue
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But what alone is fufficient to deftroy the
great veperation for Cranmer, is the treatment
fome Anabaptifts met with in the fucceeding
reign. As that young prince Edward VI.
was entirely under the dire@ion of proteftant
bithops, we might expett to fee religion put
on a much more amiable face, when its chief
reformers were now no longer obftruéted by
that great reftraint and fubmiffion, to which
they were fubjetted, by the imperious will of
the late king. We might expet to fee the
clergy recommending the proteftant religion
by the reafonablenefs of its do@rines, by
gentlenefs, moderation, and difintereftednefs
in its teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi-
our fo much complained of in the popith church.
But alas! we fhall foon find ourfelves miftaken -
in thole pleafing hopes. The {word of per-
fecution had only changed hands, and, an im-
plicit compliance with the prefent clergy, was
likely to be as much claimed, as ever it had
been by the church of Rome. The young
king, in whofe difpofition good-nature” was as
prevalent as his good fenfe, was fhocked at
this unexpected behaviour in the protefiant
clergy; and being prefled to fign a warrant
for the burning a poor frantic Anabaptift wo-
man, could not at firft be prevailed with to

do
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do it, ¢¢ but * thought it a cruelty too like that
¢ they had condemned in papifts, to burn any
¢¢ for their confciences.,” And when at laft,
by the fophiftical arguments of good bifhop
Cranmer, he was rather filenced in his ob-
je&tions, than fatisfied in his compliance, ¢ he
¢¢ fet his hand to the warrant with tears in
¢ his eyes, faying to Cranmer, that if he
¢« did wrong, fince it was in fubmiffion to
¢« his authority, he fhould anfwer for it
¢ before God.”

It is plain from hence, that perfecution for
opinions in religion was never difliked by our
clergy, and we might probably have feen it at
as great a height in this, as in the fuccecding
reign, had it not been extremely impolitic to
furnith the valt number of enemies the re-
forination then had in the kingdom, with the

power of retorting the fame objection againft
the proteftant religion, that had been fo fuc-
cefsfully urged againft popery. Indeed it is
pretty extraordinary, their policy thould fuffer
the clergy to give thofe open proofs of their
difpofition which they then did: but it is at
the fame time a very powerful argument of
that difpofition, fince neither policy, which
generally much governs ecclefiaftics, nor the

* Hift, of the refor. vol. z. p. 512
con-
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.confideration of what they themfelves had fo
lately felt, could prevail on them entirely to
fupprefs it, even in thofe carly days of their
power. And though the legiflature has wifely
thought fit to pare their talons fince; yet in
fome later reigns, when any of our princes
have through weaknefs or ill defigns countenan-
ced their ufurped power, we find it employed
with no lefs {everity than formerly againft all,
that feemed to difapprove of it; and though
they could not extend it againft the lives of
fuch, yet they have done it to the greateft de-
gree again(t the liberty of their perfons, their
charalters, and fortunes.

The fucceeding reign of queen Mary, in
which the church of Reme was again upper-
-moft, is an inftance of the miferies of a ftate
governed by a woman, over whofe paffions
bigotry, and a falfe zeal for religion, had the
whole afcendant.. She delivered herfelf up to
her confeflor, ¢ and * was as much addited
“ to the humours and interefts of the clergy,
¢ as they could with.” The iatereft of the
ftate was entirely negle®ed, Calais, which
had been for ages maintained, and was the
laft monument of our former viories in

Francey acquired at the expence of fo much

® Burnet,

bloed
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blood and treafure, was now loft: and as
this properly may be confidered as a reign

of priefls, we never find one more mean and
contemptible,

- The reformation, which was re-eftablithed
under queen Elizabeth, met with the fame op-
pofition from the majority of the clergy, that
it had formerly. !t would be foreiga to the
defign of thefe few fheets, to enter into an ac-
count of the particular {teps taken in that af-
fair; but it was obfervable, the clerpy for the
moft part made it a marim to give what op-
poflition they could to the reformation: but as
foon as any fteps towards it were fettled by
parliamentary authority, they chofe to recon-
cile them to their confciences, notwith{tand-
ing * the difapprobation they had exprefled, ra-
ther than quit their preferments.  But though
the reformed religion may from this reign be
faid to be perfe@ly fettled in the kingdom,
we fhall be very much deccived, if we expect
to find any great amendment in its clergy,
We fhall foon perceive much of the old leaven
ftill remaining. The f{ame purfuit of wealth,
power, and independency was flill refolved
upon: but as all changes in government pro-
duce the fame in politics, fo their {chemes

* Hift of the refor.
for
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for the accomplithment of their defigns were
to be a little altered; and this like fubtle po-
liticians they did not fail to do.

It now became more neceffary than for-
merly for the clergy to pay their court to tem-
poral princes. In order thereto, we fhall find
them devifing new dotrines pernicious to the
happinefs and liberty of mankind, and from
being the janizaries of the papacy, as they are
aptly ftiled by a great author, become thole
of arbitrary power, as we fhall fully {ce them
in the following .reign. And the event hag
proved the prophecy, in a letter imputed to the
famous Muchiavel, but too true, where fpeaking
of the miferies brought vpon mankind, and the
corruption of religion by the ecclefiaftics, which
called for a thorough reformation, we find
thefe words: ¢ * [ would not be underftood
¢ to diffuade any from honouring true apofto-
* lical teachers, when they fhall be eftablithed
¢ amonglt us, and from allowing them (evea
¢ of right, and not of alms or courtely) fuch
¢ emoluments, as may enable them chearful-
¢ ly to perform the duties of their charge, to
¢¢ provide for their children, and even to ufe
“ hofpitality, as they arc commanded by St.
¢ Paul. But this I will prophefly, that if'

¥ Mecs, Englih tan. po 5414

¢ princes
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princes fhall perform this bufinefs (meaning
a reformation) by halves, and leave any
root of this clergy or prieftcraft, as it now
is among(t us; or if that famous reformer
fled fome years fince out of Ficardy to Gene-
va, who is of fo great renown for learning
¢ and parts, fhall not in his model wholly ex~
‘¢ tirpate this fort of men; then, I fay, I muft
foretel, that as well the magiftrate, as this
workman, will find themfelves deceived in
*¢ their expeétation, and that the lealt fibra of
¢ this plant will over-run again the whole
¢ vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a diffufive
¢ papacy in every diocefe, perhaps in every
“¢ parith.”

({4
(13
@<
(1]

(19

[ 17

€«

Whoever impartially confiders the reign of
Fames 1. cannot but difcover, that the arbi-
trary notions which that weak and felf-fuffi-
cient prince had got into his head, were
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef-
five flattery of the clergy: and it was from
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded.

The do&rine of unlimited paffive obedience
to princes is a plant purely of proteftant
growth ; I mean, of proteftant prieft-craft :
or at leaft if it had ever a being before in
the brain of any enthufiaftical or interefted

prielt,

=

'
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prieft, the clergy of the reformed church of
England may claim the fole honour of hav-
ing cherithed, and brought it to perfetion.
How much foever the clergy had hitherto
contributed towards the oppreflions of the peo-
ple, yet we never find they had the impudence
to maintain it was a part of religion and
" their duty to fubmit to them, till thefe times
I am fpeaking of.

The firft ufe they made of this difpofition in
king Fames 1. was to render the puritans more
obnoxious to him; towards whom already he .
was far from being well inclined, though he had
formerly declared quite the contrary in Seot-
land, ‘Their different opinions in regard to
the hierarchy rendered them extremely odious
to the bithops, and they dreaded the growth
of their opinions more than thofe of popery
itfelf, as appears by their condu& through-
out this reign. The bithops therefore repre-
fented the puritans as men, whofe principles
were deftru@ive to monarchy, no lefs than to
the government of the church by bithops; a
charge, that could not fail confirming a prince
of his fentiments in his averfion towards them.

In a conference * appointed at this time for
form’s fake between the bifhops and puritan

* Rapin, vol. z. p. 162,
minj-
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minifters, the archbifhop of Canterbury (a mo-
derate man reckoned, as times went) did not
{cruple to make ufe of an expreflion of flattery
to the king fo high-frained, as to be almoft
blafphemous; for, upon the i&ing’s replying
himfelf to the objeftions of the minifters, he
cried out he verily believed it was by the {pirit
of God, the king fpoke what he then did.

But it was not by words alone, that the
bithops flattered the king, and fhewed their
approbation of his arbitrary principles.  Arch-
bithop Barcref, like a true high-flying church-
man, was refolved to lead the way in an at-
tempt to make the laws depend on the fole
will of the king. Ee * therefore in the name
of all the clergy exhibited to the king in
council articles containing twenty-five pre-
tended grievances, which he defired might be
reformed in granting prohibitions from the
civil courts. The archbifhop could not but
know, that in {uch cafes the judges alted ac-
cording to the fixed laws of the land; and
that if there was any hardfhip in their pro-
ceedings, they ceuld not be reformed but by
authority of parliament. But the archbithop’s
drift in this condu& was to point out a me-
thod to others of applying immediately to the

* See Coke’s articuli cleri, 2d infts

king,
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" king, without regarding the parliament, in
" things, that were undeniably within their ju-
rifdi@tion ; which opportunity, he imagined,
king Fames would readily bave embraced, by
which alfo the clergy would have gained a
" point, they could not have expeéted from the
juftice and wifdom of the whole legiflature.
It is not improbable, but the king might have
been gained to their caufe, had it not been
for the unanimous and ftrenuous oppofition
of the judges, who reprelented the illegality
of the archbithop’s requeft, and the dan-

gerous confequences, that might happen from
it.

Soon afterwards two books were publicly
licenfed; the one wrote by Dr. Cowel, pro-
feffor of civil law at Cambridge, and wicar-
general to archbithop Bancroft; the other by
one Dr. Blackwood, a clergyman, in which
werc paflages in favour of the moft extrava-

gant maxims of arbitrary *'power, The fitft
laid down thefe three principles. -

1/, That the king was not bound by laws,
or his coronation-oath.

* R pir, vol, 2. p. 176.

24y,
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2dly, That the king was not obliged to
calt a parliament to-make laws, but might do
it alone by his abfolute power,
a great favour to admit
s fmbfidiee

P
giving ludlgice, .

Thefe principles were fo grofs, that even
the king found himfelf obliged to forbid the
reading thofe books, by proclamation, in order
to prevent the juftice of parliament upon the
authors,

The fucceffor of the archbithop juft men-
tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera-
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with
in church-men: but as fuch a temper made
him unfit for promoting the defigns of his
brethren, we find him always hated and
branded by them. He could not approve of
the rigour ufed to diffenting proteftants, at the
fame time that the Roman catholics were
openly tolerated by the king, and winked at
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of
the realm : his * letter to the king on this oc-
cafion, and the freedom he ules in condemn-
ing the difpenfing by proclamation with the

* Rufb. vol. 8. p. 85.
efta-
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eftablithed laws, will ever redound to his ho.
nour ; notwithftanding the perfecution and il
ufage he met with from his brethren, who
firove to reprefent him as a puritan; a name
at this time indilcriminately made ufe of, not
only towards the prefbyterians, but likewife
towards all fuch, who did not approve of the
notions countenanced by the king, and propa-
gated by the clergy, nay even towards thofe,
who exprefled any diflike of the libertini{m, or
fathionable vices of the age.

As the fruit of the feeds fown in this reign
came to their full maturity in the following
one, 1 will dwell no longer on this than juft
to obferve, that if the reader pleafes to fee a
fpecimen of true prieltly penegyrick carried
~ on to the moft ridiculous and fulfome extra-
vagance, he may meet with it in an extralt
of the fermon preached at king 7ames’s funeral,
printed in 1 Rufbworth,

Under Charles 1. the {pirit of our church-
men difplayed itfelf without referve in its moft
lively colours, and ftript of all difguife what-
foever. By their means Eugland was on the
brink of being enflaved by the king, and clesgy
at the fame time., The views the church had,

+ Vol. 1. p. 160.
VOL. IL E mani-
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manifeftly appeared as early as the coronation
of the king. The form of that ceremony
was compiled chiefly by bithop Leud, who
officiated as dean of 2efiminfler in the room
of bithop Williams lately fallen into difplea-
fure, and therefore fufpended from that office.
T will not trouble the reader with feveral {u-
perftitious innovations introduced into the ce-
remony, which could not but give offence;
but will fer dewn one paflage, which fuffi-
ciently fhews the {chemes the church had

formed.

a0 8,

After the coronation was performed, pnd

2l Lica ~omdnead hy the nahilite sn oo
tne King conaulieG oy a8 noouily io tne

throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented
paffage was read to him.

¢« Stand + and hold faft from henceforth the

< place, to which you have been heir by the

s
« {ucceflion of v fore-fathers, beine nowr

]our rore-ratf S, oCIng now
[
¢ God, and

b
. hithone and
o a

Huops «u

fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than

to you by authority of almight
y the hands of us, and all th

sod ¢ and as von
0a : and as vyo
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s« others, {o remember that (in all places con-
& woniont) van aiva them areater Aanaie

V\UlLlll’ )Uu sl'\‘ Lilw1xk Lecivy lellVU"
¢ that the mediator between God and man
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¢ may eftablith you in the Kkingly throne to
¢ be a mediator between the clergy and laity,
¢ and that you may reign for ever with Jefus
‘«¢ Chrift, the king of kings;/ and lord of
¢ lords.” '

As the drift of this fpeech is obvious to
every one, who reads it, I fhall only obferve
what a profpeét there was of the clergy’s ex-
tending their power to the height of their
-withes, whenever they fhould have a prelate.
at their head (which foon after happened) that
aflerted their fuperiority on fo public, and
folemn an occafion.

Since Laud afterwards made fo confiderable
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc-
tion of all ecclefiaftical affairs, it may not be
improper to mention the account given of
him, and his firft appearance in the world in

the late reign by archbithop Abbat his pre-
deceflor.

¢ This man (fayst he) is the only in-
¢ ward counfellor with Buckingham, fitting
¢ with him f{ometimes whole hours, and
¢ feeding his humour with ‘malice and
s¢ {pite,

{+ Rufw. vol. 1. p. 340,
E a % Fis
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« His life in Oxford was to pick qugrrels
in the leGures of the public readers, and
to advertife them to the then bifhop of
Durbam, that he might fill the ears of king
Fames with difcontent againft the honeft
men, that took pains in their places, and
fettled the truth (which he called purita-
nifm) in their auditors.

¢ He made it his work to fee what books
were in the prefs, and to look over epiftles
dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to
{ec what faults might be found in them.

¢« Tt was an obfervation, what a {weet man
this was like to be, that the firft obfervable
a@, that he did, was the marrying the ecarl
of D. to the lady R. when it was notorious
to the worldi{he had another hufband, the
fame a nobleman, who had diverfe children

then living by her.”

We fhall foon fee the clergy did not fail

profecuting their defigns with vigour, of which
they had made fo early a difcovery. The
univer(ity of Camb: idge, in the beginning of this
reign, in order to make their court to his ma-
jefty, tock a public occafion to offer a noto-
rious affront to the reprefentative body of the

‘whole ; |
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whole people, the commons in parliament, by
chufing the duke of Buckingham, at that time
under an impeachment, for their chancellor.
Accordingly we find the commons entertained
the higheft fenfe of this indigpity offered them,
as appears in their anfwer to a meflage of the
king’s 4 on this occafion : though his majefly’s
efpoufing the part of the univerfity prevented
their proceeding in a manner, they were other-
wife inclined to do.

This parliament was no fooner diffolved,
which happened in a fhort time, and the king
determined to furnifh himfelf with money by
loan, and other illegal and oppreflive methods,
but the pulpits founded with the doétrine of
paffive obedience, and compliance with the
king’s commands, without any examination
of their lawfulnefs. Parliaments were now
faid to be only ufurpations upon the unlimi-
_ted power of facred majelty, which alone
was fufficient to impole Jaws or taxes on the
fubject by its own authority. Amongft the
feveral difcourfes on that head, thofe of Dr.
- Sibthrop and Dr. Manwaring were particalarly
remarkable. The one preached at the lent
affizes at Northampt:n a  fermon entitled
apoftolical obedience; in which he fet forth,

* Rufb. vol, 1. p. 373,
K3 ¢ that
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that * the prince who is head, and makes
his court and council, it is his duty to di-
re¢t and make laws, Ecclef. viii. 3. he doth
whatfeever  pleafes him.  Where the wird
of a king is, there is powcr, and whe may

« If princes command any thing, which
fubjets may not perform, becaufe it is
againft the laws of God, or of nature, or
impoflible ; yet fubjets are bound to un-
dergo the punithment without refiftance,
railing, or reviling, and fo yield a paflive
obedience, where they cannot exhibit an
aiive one.

“ T know no other cafe, but one of thofe
three, wherein a {ubjeét may excufe himfelf
with paffive obedience, but in all other he
is bound to adiive obedience.”

Dr. Manwaring promoted the fame bufinefs

in two fermons preached before the king at
iVhiteball, where he delivered for doétrine to
this purpofe, ¢ that the king is not bound to

113

(13

(13

obferve the laws of the realm concerning
the fubjects rights and liberties, but that his
royal will and command in impofing loans

¥ Rufbav. vol, 1. p. 423. ) 1
¢ an



and OrTHODOXY fhaken. 79

® and taxes without common confent in par-
¢ liament doth oblige the fubjet’s confcience
¢ on pain of eternal damnation.

. % That thofe, who refufed to pay this loan,
¢ offended againft the law of God, and the
¢ king’s fupreme authorijty, and became guilty
¢ of impicety, difloyalty, and rebellion. And
¢ that the authority of parliament is not ne-
¢¢ ceffary for the raifing of aids and fubfidies,
¢ and that the flow proceedings of fuch great
¢ affemblies were not fitted for the fupply of
‘¢ the-ftate’s urgent neceflities, but would ra-
¢¢ ther producé fundry impediments to the
¢ jult defigns of princes.

For refufing to licenfe the ficlt of thefe
fermons, that archbithop (4bbot) was fufpend-
ed. The fermon was afterwards licenfed by
the bithop of London. As for the preachers
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with con-
fiderable benefices, and Manwaring was even
- promoted to a bithopric, though he had been
fentenced by the houfe of lords to pay a large

fine, to make a public {ubmiffion, and declared
. incapable of holding any dignity.

It-was not difcourfes of this kind only, that
‘were publickly preached, and afterwards. en-
couraged and licenfed by the bifhops; but

E 4 we



80  The Pillars of PR1ESTCRAFT

we find by a petition of the bookfellers and
printers to the * parliament in the fourth year
of this reign, that books wrote againft the
fundamentals of the reformed rciigioh, and
in favour of popery were licenced by Laud,
at this time advanced to the fee of Londen
while books wrote in defence of the eftablithed
religion were reftrained, and of thefe feveral
inftances were produced.

Every one, who is at all verfed in the hifto-
ry of thefe times, camnot but have obferved,
that in order to carry church-power as high as
poflible, the bithops then affefted to make the
religion of this country approach as near popery,
as they could, without aétually declaring for it,
or allowing the pope’s fupremacy. As bithop
Laud was the chicf promoter of the indepen-
dent power, they were ftriving for, and had
Limfelf the diretion of all ecclefiaftical af-
fairs, it would not have been for his intereft
to have eftablithed any other fupremacy, ef-
pecially after he became archbithop of Can-
t.rburyy for he then was in a manner himfelf
pope, and even affeCted to be called his holi-
nefs, and moft holy father, as he was ftiled
by the univerfity of Oxford + in many of their
letters and addreffes.

% Rufbw. vol. 1. p. 655.
+ Heylin’s Life of Laud, p. 297.
Befides
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Befides the licenfing of the books, which
I have taken notice of, the many fuperfti-
tious innovations introduced at that time into
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af-
fectation of popery, the clergy then difcovered s
+ of which the confecration of St. Catherine's
church, is a very remarkable inftance, The
the reader may lee the full account of it in Ru/t-
“worth or Rapin. The leaft oppofition to any
of thefe things was an unpardonable crime;
which we fee by the procefls formed againft
Henry Sherfield, recorder of Sarum, for only
removing by confent of the veftry fome:
pieces of glafs from the church-window, in
which there was a ridicelous reprefentation of
God painted in the form of an old man, with
a pair of comyafiés: for which high offence
the poor * man was fined, committed’ to tlie
Fleet, and removed from his recorderfhip, and.
bound to his godd behaviour.

The bifhops were become f{o intoxicated:
with their darling fcheme of churchi power,
which they did not doubt to accompiith, that
they fet up for inguiiitors in their feveral
diocefes, by obliging the church-wardens to-
-turn informers conceraiog the lives and adtivns.

* Ryfpuovols 1. pr1s3.
Es of
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of their parithioners, to which the bithop of
Hinchefler obliged them by oath ¥ in his pri-
mary vifitation, and thereby committed an
outrage on the laws of the land, and jurifdic-
tion of parliament, which alone has power to
prefcribe oaths to the fubje&s.

Nor can thefe attempts of the clergy in this
reign be faid to be only the a&ions of par-
ticular men, and therefore not chargeable
upon the whole; the contrary to this appears
in that, after the parliament of 1640 was dif-
folved, the convoeation, in which the whole
clergy were reprefented, continued to fit not-
withftanding contrary to the ufual method s
and by their own authority took upon them
to make canons, and epjoin an oath, which
all graduates and clergymen in the univerfities
fhould be obliged to take; they alfo granted
the king a fubfidy, a moft public and avow~
ed encroachment on the jurifdi¢tion of parlia~
ment.

Thefe proceedings were fo noterious, thas
my lord Clarendon cannot help condemning
them, though he does it with his ufual tender-
nefs for the caufe in which he wrote. ¢ + The:
¢ convocation (fays he) the regular and legal

* Rufow. vol, 1. p. 186, ¢ Vol 1. p. 116,
 alfembly
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¢ affembly of the clergy, cuftomarily begin-
- # ning and ending with parliaments, was af-
“-ter the determination of the laft, by a new

¢ writ continued, and fat for the fpace of
¢ above a month under the proper title of a
¢ {ynod : made. canons, which it was thought
¢ it might do, and gave {ubfidies out of par-
"¢ liament, and enjoined oaths, which certainly
¢ it might not do. In a word, did many
% things, which in the beft of times might
¢ have been queftioned, and were fure to be
¢¢ condemned in the worft.” But as impudent
2s this condu& feems to be, it was not at all
furpriaing, fince the bithops had fome time
before that fcrupled publickly to deelare theix
independency on the flate in defiance of the -
Jaws of the land, and the principlesy thereby
eftablifhed at the reformation, ard in violation
of their oath of fupremacy. And this was
done, as Whitlock informs us, in the high-
commiflion court, at the time that Baffwick
appeared there, and was fo feverely punithed
for writing a beok n anfwer to one Short, a
papift, who had maintained the pope’s fupre-
* macy. The author juft mentioned, relates it
thus: “ * In the cenfure of Buflwick, all the
 bithops then prefent denied openly, that
¢ (key had (heir jurifdiction, as bihop:, fromx

¥ Wlitl. Mem, p» 22.
E 6 ¢ the
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* the king, for which they might have been -
cenfured themfelves in king Henry 11, and
king Edward I1I’s times.

"
-

[1

-~

 But they affirmed, that they had their ju--

¢ rifdi@ion from God alone; which denial of
¢¢ the fupremacy of the king under God, king
¢ Henry VIII. would have taken very ill, and
it may be, would have correfted them by
his kingly arguments, aod regia manu. But
¢¢ thefe bithops publickly difavowed their de-
¢ pendance on the king. And the archbithop
¢ maintained the book of Chswrey (who had
¢ wrote a book at this time in defence of the
‘church of Rome) and that the Romip
church was a true church, and erred not in
¢ fundamentals.” '

-

<

-~

<

-

-

‘;

-
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The court of high-commifion was now
become an unfupportable grievance to the
fabje®, not only by a tyrannical exercife of
power in ecclefiaftical affairs, but by affuming
1o itfelf an univerfal jurifdi®ion, by tramp-
ling on the Jaws and the rights of all the civil
courts ;. fo that the fubje@ deprived of his
refuge, had no fhelter to fly to from injultice
and oppreflion: and for this I chufe to quote
lord Cla endon’s own words, as I am certain,
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent-
€d the matter in disfavour of the clergy.

s« Of
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®* Of late (fpeaking of the high-commiffion
%% court) it cannot be denied, that bythe great
% power of fome bifhops at court, it had

- % much over-flowed the banks, which thould

“¢¢ havecontained it ; not only in meddling with
- ¢ things that in truth were not within its con-
~ ¢ pufance, but extending their fentences and -
¢¢ judgments in matters triable before them
- ¢ beyond that degree, that was juflifiable : and
¢ grew to have fo great a contempt of the
¢ common law, and profeffors of it (which
¢ was a fatal unfkilfulnefs in the bifhops, who
« could never have fuffered whilft the com-
¢ mon law had been preferved) that prohibi-
¢ tions from the {upreme court, which have,
¢ and muoft have the fuper-intendancy over
¢¢ all inferior courts, were not only negleét=
ed, but the judges reprchended for granting
them (which without perjury they could
not deny) and the lawyers difcountenanced
for moving them (which they were ob-
liged in duty to do) fo that thereby the
clergy made almoft a whole profeffion, i
not their enemies, yet very undevoted to
¢ them.

-~

~

-~

<

~

€

~

[3
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¢ Then it was grown from an ecclefiaftical
¢ court for the rcformation of manners to a

¥ Vol 1. p. 221,
€ court
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¢ court of revenue, and impofed great fines
¢ ypon thofe, who were culpable before them,
¢¢ fometimes above the degree of the offences
¢ had the jurifdi¢tion of fining been unquef- -
s tionable, which it was not. Which courfe of
¢ fining was much more frequent, and the
¢ fines heavier after the king had granted all
¢¢ that revenue (whatfoever it fhould prove to
‘¢ be) to be employed for the reparation of St
¢¢ Paul’s church ; which though it were a glo-
¢ rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe,
¢ that advanced it ; and the greatnefs of his
“ mind, who principally intended it, made the
“ grievance the heavier.”

In another place the fame noble hiftorian
fpeaking of the apimofities between the law-
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred
on the part of the latter to their opinion,
that their not enjoying fo many of the great
pofts in the civil government as formerly, was
owing to the oppofition of the lawyers. A
true inftance of the ambition of priefts, which
rather than not gratify, they were ready to
deftroy the laws themfelves. It * cannot
¢ be denied .fays lord Clarendsn) that the
¢ peevifh (pirits of fome clergymen have ta-
¢ ken great pains to alienate that profeflion

* Vol 1. p. 241, :
8  (mean-
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¢ (meaning the lawyers) from them: and
¢ others as unfkilfully (findjng that in former
o times, when the religion of the ftate was a
¢ vital part of its policy, many churchmen
¢ were employed eminently in the civil govern-
¢¢ ment of the kingdom) imputed their want-
¢ ing thofe ornaments, their predeceflors wore,
¢t to the power and prevalency of the lawyers,
¢ of whom fome principal men in all times,
¢ they counld not but obferve to have been
¢ their avowed enemies: and fo believed the
¢ ftraitning and confining the profeffion of
¢ the common law muflt naturally extend
“ gad enlarge the jmrildiction of the church.
¢ TFhence arofe their bold and vanwarrantable
¢ oppofing, and protefling againft prohibitions
% and other proceedings at law, on the behalf
& of the ecclefiaftical courts; and the procu.-‘
& ring fome orders and privileges from the
¢ king on behalf of the civil law, as the arch-
« bifhop of Canta bury prevailed with the king
¢ to direct, that half the mafters of chancery
¢« {hould be always civil lawyers, and to de-
¢ clare, that no others of what condition
<« whatfoever fRould ferve him as mafters of
¢ requeft.”

It is well known that archbithop Laud, the
principal promoter of all the dodrines ad-
vaaced in this reign, and of the grievances,

which
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which flowed from them, is even at this daj
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as
the champion of their rights, and a martyr
“for the caufe of religion. The greatelt en-
comiums have been beftowed on his memory.
'And my lord Clavendon in his hiftory fets him
forth, as a man of the highe®t probity, learn-
ing, and fenfe, and feems willing to attribute
no other fault to him than a little haflinefs in
his temper for accomplifhing his defigns, oc-
cafioned by the fervency of his zeal !for pro-
moting the caufe of religion, and glory of his
prince.  But in forming a jult idea of his
charalter, we nced be determined by nothing
but the fhare he had in the tranfaétions of
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that
my lord Clirendon himfelf does in fome par-
cular paffages fay enough of Laud te prove,
he was far from deferving that amiable and
good charaler, he feems fludious to make his
reader entertain of him. Whoever reads an
hiftorian in the proper manner, thatis, with a-
view of fearchiug out truth, muft form his
judgment of things {rom e matters of falt
{fet down, and not be fo-led away by what
the author fays concerning them, and his ‘re-
fleCtions upon them, 2s blindly to adopt his
{entiments 20d cpinions,  Aud I am confident,
that to any reader, who will attend without
prejudice to the words of that noble‘hiﬂoriar;

jul
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“juft mentioned, Laxd muft appear of a weak
and over-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported
with the higheft and moft indecent paffion
at mere trifles, unforgiving towards thofe,
who had formerly offended him, conftantly
iptroducing innovations in order to eftablith
an independent power in the church, and not
fcrupulous of ufing any methods to increafe
the king’s revenues under pretence of pro-
moting the fervice of his fovereign. The firft,
and laft particulars of this charge are {o very
obvious, that I cannot help fetting down both
pallages relating to them at length, ¢ * The
“¢¢ fharpnefs of. his. language and expreflions
¢¢ was {o patural to him, that he could not
¢¢ debate any thing without commotion, when
¢ the argument was not of moment, nor bear

-~

¢ contradition in debate even in council,
¢ where all men are equally free, with that
patience and temper, that was neceflary ; of
$¢ which they, who wifhed him not well, would
¢ take advantage, and wotild therefore con-
¢ tradit him, that he might be tran{ported
¢ with fome indecent paffion: which upon a
« fhort refle®tion he was always forry for,
¢« and moft readily and heartily wounld make
¢ acknowledgment,”

<

BN

-

* Vol 1. p. 75.
As
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As to the laft particular, his condu&t, when

in the management of the treafury upon the
death of lord Portland, 1s related thus: ¢ Be-
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ing * obliged to it now by his truft, he en-
tered upon it with his natural earnefinefs

.and warmth, making it bis principal care

to advance and improve the Kking’s revenue
by all the ways, which were offered, and fo
hearkened to all informations and propofi-
tions of that kind; and having not had
experience of that kind of people, who
deal in that traffick, (a confident, fenfelefs,
and, for the moft part, a naughty people)
he was fometimes mifled by them to think
better of fome proje&s, than they deferved :
but then he was {o entirely devoted, to what
would be beneficial to the king, that all
propofitions and defigns, which were for
the profit (only or principally) of particular
perfons, how great foever, were oppofed,
and ftifled in their birth by his power and
authority ; which created him enemies
enough in the court, and many of ability
to do mifchief, who knew well how to
recompenfe difcourtefies, which they al-
ways called injuries,

* Vol.1.p. 73.

¢ The
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¥ The revenue of too many of the court

¢ confifted principally in inclofures, and im-
¢ provements of that nature, which he ftill
¢ oppofed paflionately, except they were
¢ founded upon law; and then if it would
¢ bring profit to the king, how old and ob-
¢¢ folete foever the law was, he thought he
« might juftly advife the profecution: and fo
¢¢ he did a little too much countenance the
¢ commiffion concerning depopulation, which
¢ brought much charge and trouble upon the
¢ people, and was likewife caft upon his
¢ account.”

- o &

 We have a remarkable inftance in this reign,
how excellent cafuifts the clergy are, and
what 2 notable knack they have of diltinguith-
ing in cafes of conlcience fuitably to the fhape

. and conveniency of the times, When king

L

Charles, being prefled to pafs the bill for attaint-
ing the earl of Stroffird, difcovered great un-
willingnefs to give his confent to what, he faid,
his confcience told him was fo unjult; he
was defired by his council to confer with his
bithops on that point. Accordingly ¢ * the
¢ archbithop of 2ok, who was at hasd, to
¢ his argument of conicience, told him there

® Clarend, hift. of reb, vol. 1. p, 202,
({3 was
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was a public, and a private confcience :
that his public confcience, as a king, might
not only difpenfe with, but oblige him to
do that, which was ag"unﬁ his private con-
{cience, as a man.’

Were I to give a full account, and all the
particular inftances of the mifchievous con-
dut and behaviour of the clergy in thefe
times, it would be taking upon me to write a
hiftory of the reign, which is very forcign
from my defign: for in fhort, all the trou-
bles in this reign are in the greateft meafure
to be fet down to their account. All the
innovations in church and ftate, all the at-
tempts to erect an independency in the firft,
and a tyranny in the latter, were counte~
nanced by their do@rine, and promoted by
their actions. And in this I am confirmed by
the teftimony of a great man, whofe autho-
rity in this point cannot be queftioned, fince
his zeal for the eftablithed church, and his
attachment to his prince were {o great, that
he loft his life in their defence. This is the
lord Falkland, with part of whofe fpeech in
the houfe of commons, upon the bill for the
exclufion of the bifhops from the houfe of
lords, I fhall conclude my account of this
reiga, ’

¢ Mr.
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€ Mr. * Speaker, he is a great firanger in
Ifrael, who knows not, th:t *hi
hath long laboured under nw great
oppreflions both in religion and litcrey;

and his acquaintance hereis not great, or his
ingenuity lefs, who does not know and ac-
knowledge, that a great, if not a principal
caufe of both thefe hath been fome bifhops,
and their adherents.

¢ Mr. Speaker, a little fearch will ferve to
find them to have been the deftruétion of
unity under the pretence of uniformity, to
have brought in fuperftition and fcandal
under the titles of reverence and decency,
to have defiled our charch by adorning our
church, to have flackened the ftri&nefs of
that union, which was formerly betwixt us
and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an
adtion as impolitic as ungodly.

¢ As Sir Thomas More fays of the cafuifts,
their bufinefs was not to keep men from
finning, but to inform them, guam trope ad
peccatum fine peccato liceat accedere @ fo it
feemed their work was to try, how much of
a papift might be brought in without po-
pery, and to deftroy as much as they could

% Rufbaw, vol. 4. p. 184.

« of
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of the gofpel without bringing themfelves

‘in danger of being deftroyed by law.

« Mr, Speaker, to go yet further, fome of
them have fo induftrioufly laboured to de-
duce themfelves from Rome, that they have
given great fufpicion, that in gratitude they
defire to return thither, or at leaft to meet
it half way. Some have evidently laboured

¢ to bring in an Engli/b, though not a Roman

popery; I mean not the outfide of it only,
and drefs of it, but equally abfolute, a blind
obedience of the people upon the clergy,
and of the clergy upon themfelves ; and have
oppofed papacy beyond the fea, that they
might fettle one beyond the water : nay,
common fame is more than ordinarily falfe,
if none of them have found a way to recon-
cile the opinions of Rome to the prefer-
ments of England, and to be fo abfolutely,
direltly, and cordially papifts, that it is all,
fifteen hundred pounds per amnum, can do,
to keep them from confefling it.”

I would not be underftood from any thing

I have faid of the proteftant clergy to infi-
nuate, that their condu& had any neceffary
connection with the principles of our efta-
blithed re'igion : but my defign is only to fhew
the ill confequence of throwing {o great a fhare

of
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of power and property into the hands of any
fet of men, as fhall naturally accafion them
to have a diftin& intereft from that of the
community. And therefore I muft obferve,
the prefbyterian minifters difcovered no lefs
fondnefs for power than thofe of the church

* of England, or lefs inclination to opprefs all,

who thought differently from them, during that
fhort time, in which they vainly imagined every
thing was to be carried on according to thofe
whimfies, they had formed in their heads,*

It is furprizing to confider how little effect
the confideration of the miferies, this king-
dom fo lately felt, had upon the minds of the
clergy after the reftoration of Charles 1I. It
was to be expelted, they would have thunned
with horror thofe fteps, which had been found
by experience to have expofed their country
to ruin, and have blufhed at the b.ire mention
of thofe doflrines, by which they themfelves
had been fo eminently acceflory thereto,

But compaffion for the fufferings of theip
country, and a regard for the reft of their fel-
low fabjeéts, weighed very little with them,
when put in the ballance with the hopes of -

preferment

* A very good reafon this, againtt eftablithing any
priefts whatever, or giving them any power at all,
The edirors
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preferment under a new king, and an irre-
concileable hatred to the prefbyterians, They
fell into all the maxims and defigns of an .
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and
extolled the juftnefs and wifdom of its

meafures.

Nor did they thew any greater regard for
the rcligious than civil rights of the kingdom,
though the difpolition of thofe, who were near-
eft the king, claimed no {mall circum{pe&ion
from them * in that point. And though they
could not but be fenfible of the dangers, which
fo evidently threatned religion from a popith fuc-
ceffor, vet they were the moft violent exclai-
mers againft the bill of exclufioa | ; and when
it came into the houfe of lords, moft of the
bithops prefent, if not all, voted againft it: and
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour
of the court at that time, that it was cbferved,
they fully verificd the proverb in the gofpél,
¢ where the carcafe is, the eagles will be ga-
¢t thered together.”

.

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the
defigns of the court the over-flowings only
of an incontinent joy at the king’s reftoration,
which might have engaged their whole atten-~
tion in fuch a manner, as to prevent fo early

* Rayin, + Burnet, p. 482,
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a difcernment of the wrong meafures then
taken; but when the mafk was quite thrown
off, and the king, having quarrelled with his
" laft parliament, difcovered his refolution never
to be cramped with one for the future, ¢ * the
¢« clergy particularly . diftinguithed themfelves
¢ by fhewing their attachment to the princi-
¢¢ ples and maxims of the court, and feemed
% to make it their bufinefs to furrender to
¢¢ the king all the liberties and privileges of
¢ the fubjeéts, and to leave them only an un-
¢ limited obedience. According to the prin-
¢ ciples publicly preached, no eaftern mo-
. ¢« narch was more abfolute than the king of
- «¢ England.” The condu@ of the late par-
liaments was arraigned, as feditious and trea-
- fonable: and, at the archbithop of Canter-
bury’s own 1 motion, the clergy were made
~-the heralds for publithing the reafons, the
king in his declaration pretended he had,
for diffolving the parliament, which was to
be read in all churches throughout Eng-
land. ’

-

It is ftrange, how prevalent the moft ab-
furd and deftru@ive opinions are over the
minds of good and wife men, when propa-
gated as the general fentiments of that body,

* Rapin, vol. 2. p. 725. + Burnet, p. 50z2.

V 0 L' II- F Of
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of which they are members. And of this
we have an extraordinary inftance in a great
man, whofe name I cannot mention on this
occafion without relu@ance: 1 mean, the fa-
mous archbithop Tillstfen, who from his let=
ter to my lord Ruffe/, when under condemna-
tion in Newgate, the latter end of this reign,
appears to have held the doétrine of unlimited
paflive obedience, in the ftricteft fenfe of

the words ; though afterwards experience of the -
fatal confequences, that flowed from fuch doc-

very

upon principles very diffe

upon pt v
which he had been before mifled ; and no
more f{irenuous well-wither

that followed in the next

Bl leim
es nt from tnoie, into

Since then the prevalency of general opinions
may have that force in mifleading more dif-
cerning and maturer judgments, with what
deteftation muft we look on the behaviour of
thofe, who having the education of a great
part of the youth of the nation, and thofe
too of higheft diftintion, committed to their
care, fhould, in order to recommend them-
fclves to a prince, endeavour to corrupt the raw
and uninformed minds of fuch youth with the
“moft Ungencerous and flavilly do&rines ! This
was what the univerfity of Oxford did; who,

not
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not content with * giving the king a mani-
feft proof, by a folemn decree, of their own
mean and proftitute compliance with all his
defigns, whatfoever they fhould be; infamoufly
ordered, by the fame decree, all tutors to in-
ftruct thofe under their care in the fame fervile
notions, that they themfelves had therein ex-
prefled.  What treatment did not thele be-
trayers of the moft important charge, their
country could intruft them with, deferve from
it? Who, inftead of forming the minds of
their pupils, by an carly acquaintance with
the celebrated authors of aatiquity, to an imi-
tation of Grees and Roman virtues, and of
animating them by the nobleft examples with

* Amongft other do&rines, thefe following were -
condemned as damnable, ahd deftrudlive to all io-
ciety, viz.

All civil authority is derived originally from the
people.

There is a2 mutual compalt, tacit or exprefs, be-
tween a prince and his fubje&s’s and that if he
perform not his duty, they are difcharged from
theirs,

That if governors become tyrants, or govern
otherwife, than by the laws of God ard man they
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto
their government.

‘There lies no obligation on chriftians to paflive
obedience ; and the primitive chriftians chofe rather

“to die than refift, becaufe chriftianity was not fet-
tled by the laws of the empire.
Vide Rapin, vol. 2, p. 730,

F 2 the
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“the love of virtue, freedom, and their coun-

try; who, inftead of fortifying their minds
with a generous courage, ~and contempt ‘of
death, if ever the public fervice fhould re-
quire it, taught them to become {ubmiffive
flaves of oppreflion, fit only to execute the
will and commands of tyrants.

After the death of Charles 11. the duke of
York fucceeded to the crown with the gene-
ral appearance of approbation and joy in the
clergy, though the principles of his religion had
been fufficiently known; and there was gréat
reafon to believe, that the wrong fteps, and
violent meafures taken in the latter end of his
brother’s reign, were greatly puthed forward
by the natural earneflnefs of the duke’s tem-
per and councils. - Thefe confiderations, one
would have thought, fhould have more parti-
cularly obliged the clergy to the greateft cir-
cumfpedlion and caution in all they faid or
did, to avoid giving the leaft countenance to
any opinions, which they were fenfible muft
‘hurry a prince of Fames’s complexion of mind
more precipitately into fuch defigns, as his re-
ligious, and other principles of courfe inclined
him to; and in which they could not but dif-
cern, he would have no other check than the
appearance-of difficulty and oppofition, he might
meet with in the accomplifhment of them.

Bat
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Bat fo far were they from ufing any pre-
caution of this kind, that after king Fam.s
came to the crown, unlimited obedience was
trumpeted, if poffible, with more induftry
than ever in the pulpit, and all other places.
And how neceffary, and infeparable a part they
thought it of the chriftian religion, as efta-
blithed here, is manifeft from the infulting im~
portunity (for furely it can bz called no other)
with which the unfortunate * doke of AL n~
mouth was prefled to acknowledge it on the
feaffold by thofe appointed to attend him,
who. were the bithops of Ely, and of  Bath
and #%ll; together with Dr, Temifon and
Dr. Hugper. Nay, fo careful were fome of the-
clergy, that the regal power fhould not feem.
liable to any reftraints or limitations, that lelt
the king’s own gracious promifes, which he’
had made at his comiog to the crown, might
be thought to bind him down to the perfor-
mance of. them, Dr. Cartwright, afterwards
bithop of Chefler +, -aflerted in a fermon,
¢¢ that the king’s promifes were free donatives,
¢ and ought not to be too frictly examined or
¢ urged, and that they muft leave his majefty
¢ to explain his own meaning in them.”

®.8¢e Dr. Sackev. tryal, p. 169.
+: Rapir, vol. 2. p. 754.

. : F 3 After
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After a view of fuch principles and conduét
hitherto, it may feem fomething firange to
find on a fudden, that the career of this king’s
illegal proceedings, met with one of the firft
ftops from fome of the clergy; this was in
their refufal to.read the king’s declaration for
liberty of conlcience, on account of which,
feven of the bithops were committed to the
Tewer, But in this non-compliance with the
court (unufual as it was) they fwerved not from .
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly
now began to fee, that thelr own intereft, and
the deligns of the king were no longer com-_
patible, A Roman, not an Englifb, popery,
as in CharlesI’s time, was now to be eftablifhed
here. The affair of Magdalen college in Ox-
ford had opened their eyes to a fenfe of the
danger they run, in being further tools to his
defigns, and that they were likely to hold
their ecclefiaftical poffeflions by the uncertain
tenure of the king’s will. In fuch a cafe it
was impoffible not to forefee, that their prefer-
ments would be foon given from them to fuch
men, who having had their education in the
church of Rome, would be more relied on by
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be
more proper to execute the work, he was in
fuch a hurry to accomplifh, than an Englih.
clergy, who if they could be difpofed to em-

brace
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brace his religion, yet could with a very ill
grace and fuccefs be fuppofed to propagate it
amongft the people. What was then to be
expefted, but to fee large bands of foreign ec-
clefiaftics pouring in upon the nation, as in
the times of Henry I1L. and: the plentiful har-
* veft, which the king flattered himfelf was now
ripe, gathered in by the hands of French and
Italian priefls? Was it not therefore the canfe
‘of the church alone, not that of public li-
berty, nor a regard for the intereft of the peo-
ple, that wrought this fudden alteration in the
clergy? The attempts upon civil liberty had
_remained uncenfured, and unoppoled, nay were
enforced by them on pain of damnation; and
none of thefe very bifhops had fcrupled, or
thought it even indecent to publith in their
pulpits the late king’s abufive declaration againft
the conduét of his parliament, infomuch that
this fame archbithop, who was now one of the
feven, was the perfon, that propofed it in
councily as has been mentioned above.. So -
yfed had king Fames been to hear an ablolute
obedience to his commands preached up by the
clergy, and to meet with a full compliance
with them in other matters, that on this op-
pofition be very naturally faid, ¢¢ I * did not-
¢ expet this from the church of England,
¢ efpecially from fome of you.”

¥ Rapin, vol. 2, p. 763.
F 4 Behold
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Behold now the clergy all at once running
counter to thofe do&irines of their own broach-
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence
maintained, and bccoming guilty of what
they themfelves had fo very lately denounced
the heavielt cenfures and damnations againft,
both in their particular fermons and difcourfes,
and in "their more folemn and public decrees !
This is their fo much boafted ftand for the
liberty of the people! This, their ever-me-
morable condu& !

When foon afterwards the nation was un-
der a neceflity of calling in the prince of
Orange for the prefervation of their rights,
though the clergy thought proper to fwim with
the ftream, yet we fee how awkwardly moft
of thofe fhifting motley politicians came into
what they were confcious was entirely contra-
dictory to thofe maxims they had fo avowedly
inculcated : nor had king #illiam been long
on the throne, before a difappointment in
thofe preferments, many of them expetted,
or a relapfe into thofe doltrines, over which
they could no longer bear to wear the mafk,
made them return, like the dog to the vomit s
giving great reafon to fufpe, that too many
among{t them would gladly have feen the na-

tion again expofed to its former perils by a
reftoration,



and OrTHODOXY fbaken. 103

reftoration, with the aggravation of having-
taken the oaths of allegiance to King #illiam,
and abjuration of Fames.

With this remarkable period in our hiftory~
I thall clofe the prefent account, as the be-
haviour of the clergy fince that time-is. fo..
known, and frefh in the memory of every one,
that it will be needlels for me to fay any thing
of it here.

And as I have had no other inducement in .
laying this before the public, than a fincere
zeal for the liberty of all my fellow fubjeéts
againft every oppreffion of what kind foever ;.
fo if in this attempt any miftake has becn .
committed (though I am not confcious of any at
prefent) I fhall always be ready ingenuoufly to
acknowledge it.
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AN ,
A N S W ER
TO THE

Country Parson’s PLes, &,

Very Reverend,

Pamphlet hath been delivered at the

doors of both houfes of parliament,
A and fent under the franks of diverfe
of my lords the B——ps to the parochial
clergy, entitled, PAPERS RELATING
TO THE QUAKERS TYTHE-
BILL, viz .

Y. Extralls from the yearly epiftles of meet-
 ing of Quakers beld in London, in rela-
tion ta Tythes.

2. Remarks upon a Bill now depending in
parliament, to enlarge, amend, and ren-
der more effetual the laws now in be-
ing, for the more eafy recovery of tythes,
church-rates, oblations, and other, eccle-

fiaflical
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fiaftical dues, from the people called
« Quakers ; And alfoy remarks upon a print-
ed paper, entituled, The cafe of -the people
called Quakers,

3. THE COUNTRY PARSON’s
PLEA AGAINST THE QUA-
KERS TYTHE-BILL, bumbly ad-
dreffed 1o the commons of Great Britain
affembled in parliament,

4. The cafe of the people called Quakers.

The method of bundling up thefe pépers is
particularly to be noted,

For that,

The BILL, though much inveighed
againft, is not regularly gpencd in them; and

The CASE, which is the ground of the
debate, is printed a# the end of the papers de-
figned to confute it, which feemeth, as if the
compiler intended to prejudice the reader
againft both the Zill and the cafs, before he
fhould read either.

So very unfair a procedure deferves animad-
verfion ; and,

This anfwer is dire@ed to the author of

the country parfen’s plea, and'not to either of
his
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his collegues, becaufe I would not be charged
with defigning to expofe the nakdnefs of ada-
ther, or with deriding the dotage of a mother
in the church ;

I would not be charged with direting my
anfwer either to the lights/, or the heavief? of
the triumvirate, whilft there is one to be ani-
madverted- upon, whofe parts and capacity
have raifed him above contempt, even in fpite
of his fowfing * proftitution of whom the
caufe of liberty and virtue might fear as much
niifchief, as he is known to bear malignity to
it, were not his abilities fo happily qualified by
his reputation, that the moft impotent cannot
be more harmlefs.

This country parfin's plea addreffes itfelf to.
the commons of Great Britain, in a manner
feemingly humble, modeft, and fair.

1. ¢It is prefumed, /fays the author, that
¢ it can be no offence for the meaneft to offer
¢ reafons to the greateft;

2. “Nor a reproach to any man to have
¢ a reafonable concern for his own property.

% A phrafe ufed by lord Beliubrok: inhis charaGer
of a certain prelate: Vid.. Differtation on parties.

30 : Truﬁ."j
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»
3. ¢ Trufting to thefe prefumptions, I
¢ make bold, &¢’

This fpecious preamble might induce us to
believe,

That this country parfon is humbly fub-
mitting his cafe to an houfe of commons

better informed :

And not that it is the fa& in this, as in
every inftance where a .bill for the reforma-
tion of the church is brought into parliament,
that one or two wvemerable fages draw up an
inve&tive againft the bill before it hath had
a fecond reading, and fend it franked by the
poft to the clergy through the kingdom, ta
raife a clamour from. their. pulpits againft the
proceedings of parliament.

This invafion of the rights of the boufe of
commons hath been fo amply praQifed by their
Spiritual L psy that circular letters to the
clergy of the feveral diocefes and of the two
univerf{ities have been iffued, under covers in<
fcribed with R. R. Names, on the bringing
in of bills in three feveral years, vsz. Fitft,
the Tythe-Bill, 1731, next, the ecclefiaftical

courer
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court Bill, 1733, and laftly, the Quakers tythe-
bill now depending.

With infolence ftill more alarming, the
perfons who iffued thofe letters have as open-
ly menaced the members who brought in thofe
bills; threatning to oppofe them in fubfequent
ele&tions with the weight of church influence,
which that it hath intimidated the weriby
members 1 prefume not to believe, I am fure

it fhall never intimidate me ; but if the fa& be
~ enquired into, there are not wanting thofe who
will make it fully appear.

Not that any one laments to have heard
thefe menaces fo frankly poured out againft
the members, becaufe if that venerable body op-
pofe their intereft in the lands of England
againft the rights of an be/e of commons, it will
fpeedily move the wifdom of parliament to check
the exorbitance of that power which is {o bold
with their liberties.

Whatever fhall threaten the reprefentatives
of the people in the free exercife of their
nobleft prerogative, the redrefs of grievances,
muft firike at the life of their authority and
reputation: and moft infamoufly treats them as
a body of men called together for the bufinefs

of
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of taxing, and not at all for the eafing of the
fubjett :

As if the commons of Great Britain were
in duty bound to grant money, for building of
churches and repairing of abbies, but were with-
out a competent juri{di@ion to examine abufes
committed by the clergy in their fuits for #ythes
and dues, and for moare than their due.

This, abfurd as it is, will be found to run
through the plea before us, as a principle on
which the eftablithment of church and ftate is
founded, and without which the clergy can
have no maintenance.

¢It is, fays the plea, a reproach to no
¢ man to have a reafonable concern for his
¢ own property.”

And the whole argument treats the bill as
a violation of the par/on’s property, becaufe it
directs in what manner he fhall fue the layman
for rythe.

This s contrived to enflame the clergy
againlt the houfe of commons, as robbing
churchmen of their property,

But
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But I think the word property was never
lefs warrantably ufed, than it hath been on this
occafion.

The tythes of the clergy, are the wages,
which, as fervants of the public, they receive
from the bounty of the laws; and their right
in thofe tythes arifing purely from the grace,
their remedy in fuing for them muft depend
wholly on the will of the legiflative power.

A layman’s frechold accrues to him by in-
heritance from his father: a churchman’s free-
hold accrues to him by the gift of the public,

on {uch conditions, as are or thall be declared

to qnahfv the tentire of the poﬂ'cﬁ'.vu, or the

recovery of apy rights incident to it.

By non-compliance with thefe conditions,
--.as declared in a fingle aét of parliament, i, e.
- the lalt wniformity-al?, thoufands have been
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes,
but their churches, with the high approbation
of all zealous churchmen.

And I muft fay, for the reputation of the
fufferers in that cale, that as fenfible as they
were of their hardfhips, they had greater mo-

defty



116 The Pillars of PriesTcrAFT |

defty than to call that a property which they
knew to be only a truft:

Nor would it have been endured ; and much
lefs, that, knowing their poffeffions to be held
of this public donation, they fhould have had
the infolence to treat any intereft incident to
their pofleflion, as a matter of properiy, not
belonging to the difpofition of parliameant.

Every private intereft, even rights of inhe-
ritance, muft be governed by the confideration
of public intereft.  Salus populi, fuprema lex.

And, nothing can be more infolent or in-
congruous, than to challenge the donations of
the public, as a property not to be reformed
for the convenience of the public.

No free ftate, no wife people, ever fuffered
fuch a doftrine to pals unreproved. The
Agrarian laws of the ancient republics in direét
contradiétion to it, ordained the equal diftri-
bution of lands, and reformed the grievance of
exceffive property, by limiting and reftraining the
pofleffions of their {ubjes.

The laws of England are not without the
ftrongeft declarations of the fame wifdom in our
legiflators ; the reformers of our church, to

their
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their honour be it ever remembered, were the
men who avowed this power of retrenching
enormous property to be the prerogative of
parliament.

The a&t concerning Peter Pence and dif-

penfations, 25 Hen. VIIL. cap. 15. hath this
remarkable preface.

-« & & & & & & &

o & » a a'sa aan

“n

¢ WHEREAS, It ftandeth with natural
equity and good reafon, that in all and
every laws human, made within this realm,
or induced into this realm by fufferance,
confent, and cuftom’ your royal ma-
jefty, and your lords fpiritual and temporal,
and commons, reprefenting the whole flate
of your realm, in this your moft high court
of parliament, HA V E full power and au-
thority, not anly to difpenfe, but alfo to au-
thorife fome elect perfon or perfons, to dif-
penfe with thefe and all other human laws ia
this your realm, and with every one of them,
as the quality of the perfons and manner fbal
require ; and alfo the faid laws and every one
of them to abrogate, amplify, or diminifh,
as it fhall be feen unto your majefty, and
the nobles and commons of your realm, pre~
fent in your parliament, meet and conve-
nient for the wealth of your realm.

¢ And
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¢ And becaufe that it is now in thefe days
prefent feen, that the ftate, dignity, fuperio-
" rity, reputation, and authority of the impe-
rial crown of this realm, by the long fuffe-
rance of unreafonable and uncharitable ufurpa-
tions and exallions, pratifed in the times of
your moft noble progenitors, is much and fore
decayed and diminithed, and the people of
this realm thereby impoverithed, and fo or
worfe be like to continue, if remedy be not
therefore fhortly provided:

" A A A a A A N~ & &

¢ It may therefore pleafe your moft noble
¢ majefly, &c. (to take away Peter Pence and
¢ payments to the fee' of Ronmie.)’

This a& provided againft the claims of fo-
reigners; we fhall in the next inftance {ee how
our amceftors dealt with the claims and pretend-
ed properties of churchmen WHO WERE
NATIVES. ’

The act for f{upprefling of monafteries,
which had not lands above 200/ by the year
(27 Hen. VIIL, cap. 28.)

DECLARES,

¢ The lords and commons by a greag
¢ deliberation finally be refolved, that it is and
¢ fhall
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* fhall be much more to the pleafure of al-
¢ mighty God, and for the honour of this realm,
¢ that the pofleffions of fuch religious houfes
¢ now being fpent, [poiled, and wafted for in-
¢ creafe and maintenance of fin, fhould be ufed
¢ and committed to better ufes; and the zn-
¢ thrifty religious fo {pending the fame, to be
¢ compelled to reform their lives; and there-
¢ upon moft humbly defire the king’s highnefs,
¢ it may be enalted (te fuppre(s them.)

To this a& for fuppreffing the leffer eccle-
Siaftical foundations, fucceeded {oon afterwards
the general furrender and diffolution of all the
monafteries in the kingdom, when fo many
impropriations of tythe became lay-fees, and
were alienated from the church by authority of
parliament. ;

Whoever reads thefe aQs, will ind, 1. That
the regulation of ecclefiaftical property is fo far
from contradiéting, that nothing can be more
natural to the genius of this free kingdom;

2. That fuch regulation of property in the
charch, is the only means by which any peo-
ple can obtain a reformation of religion.

3. That the parliament of this kingdom, in
divefting the church of thofe impropriations

6 \ o
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of tythe, did not allow churchmen to have any
property in tythe;

And, 4. That if the legiflature now in be-
ing, proceeding in the fame courfe as our fir/
reformers, fhould think it expedient to abolith
all tythes remaining in the church, or to convert
it into lay-fees, they could not want a full and
proper warrant from the alls of their prede-
ceffors, fo long as the aéls for non-payment of
Peter Pence, and for fupprefling of monafleries
thall remain in the ftatute-books.

But we are not debating the queftion, whe-
ther tythes ought to be continued: the quakers
(as a people who think them to be abolithed
by the gofpel of Chrift, and not lawful by the
principles of religion for them to pay) defire
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man-

ner interpofed, that fo long as they are lwvied
~ upon them, it may be in the leaftopprefive
courfe, and by the moft fummary procefs.

The houfe of common:, in compaffion to their
grievances, with the moft unanimous, chear-
ful, and ready confent, ordered a BILL to be
brought in, to enlarge, amend, and render more
effectual the laws now in being, for the more eafy
recovery of tythesy church-rates and eblations,

and
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and other ecclefiaftical ducs from the people called
Quakers.

The bill, by their command, hath been
printed.

It recites :

¢ That by an a&, 7 & 8 of 7. Il a re-
¢ medy is provided for the recovery of tythes
¢ and church-rates, not exceeding the value
¢ of ten pounds, where Quakers. refufe to pay

¢ them;

¢ That by another a&t, 1 Geo. I. the faid
¢ remedy is extended as well to tythes as to all
¢ other rights, dues, or payments from any
¢ Quakers belonging to any church, chapel, or
¢ the minifter or curate thereof :

And it further recites,

~ ¢Thatit may beconvenient to extend this
¢ provifion to a further fum,

It therefore enads,

¢ That where any Quakers fhall refufe to
¢ pay or compound, ang two or more juftices
" ¢ of the peace (other than fuch juftice as is pa-
VOL. I G ¢ tron
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< tron of the church, or interefted in the tythes)
< upon complaint of the parfon, or proprietor,
< or colleftor, fhall fummon fuch Quaker to
¢ appear before them, and either upon appear-
¢ ance or default of appearance (fuch fummons
¢ being duly proved upon oath) fhall proceed
¢ to hear the complaint, and to ftate what is
¢ due, and by order under their hands and
¢ feals to dire& the payment thereof, fo that
¢« the fum ordered do not exceed (a fum to
¢ be limited by this bill;) and flall order
< reafonable cofts not exceeding (a fum to
¢ be limited by this bill;) and upon the re-
¢ fufal of fuch Quakers to pay according to
¢ fuch order, it fhall be lawful for the faid
¢ juftices by warrant, to levy the money by dif-
¢ trefs and fale of the goods of fuch Quakers, ren-
¢ dering the overplus (the neceffary charge of
¢ diftre(s being thereout firft dedué&ted.) And
¢ any perfon finding himfelf aggrieved by this
¢ judgment may appeal to the next general
¢ quarter feffions, and the juftices there pre-
¢ fent fhall proceed finally to hear and deter-
¢ mine the matter, and to reverfe or affirm
¢ the faid judgment; and if they continue
¢ the judgment, they fhall give fuch colls a-
¢ gainft the appellant as they fhall think rea-
¢ fonable; and no certia.rari or writ from
¢ any court fhall remove or fuperfede their
¢ proceedings.

I In
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It is further ena&ed, ¢ That if the annual
¢ value of fuch tythes or dues doth not ex-
¢ ceed the fum (to be limited by this a&) no
¢ Quaker fhall be fued in any other court or
‘¢ manner, ualels- the title of fuch tythes fhall
¢ be in queftion ;

¢ And that if the perfon againft whom °
¢ fuch judgment fhall be had, fhall remove out
¢ of the county, divifion, or corporation, after
¢ fuch judgment, the juftices who made the
¢ order fhall certify it to any juftice of fuch
< place to which the faid perfon fhall be re-
* moved, which juflice is authorized to order
¢ fuch fum to be levied on the goods and chat-
< tels of fuch perlon, in the fame manner as
¢ the other juftices might, if fuch perfon had
¢ not been removed.

¢ Provided always, that no diftrefs fhall
¢ be exceflive or unreafonable, but proportion-
¢ ed, as near as may be, to the value of the
¢ {um.

¢ Provided alfo, That where any Quaker
¢ complained of, for fubftralting, with-hold-
« ing, or not paying, or compounding for fuch
* tythes or dues, fhall infift upon any pre-
¢ {cription, compofition, or modus decimandi,

, G 2 ¢ 6xX-
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« exemption, difcharge, agreement, or title,
¢ whereby he ought to be freed from the pay-
¢ ment in queftion, and thall deliver the fame
¢ in writing to the faid juftices, that then they
¢ thall give no judgment in the matter, but
¢ that the perfons complaining fhall be at li-
¢ berty to profecute in any other court, as if
* this act had not been made.

¢ And it is enalted, That fo much of the
¢ before recited act as relates only to the reco-
< very of tythes or dues fhall be repealed ;

¢ And that any perfon fued for any thing
- ¢ done purfuant to this a&t, may plead the ge-
¢ neral iflue, and on that, or any other, give
< this a& and the fpecial matter in evidence;
© and if a verdiét or judgment fhall be for the
¢ defendant, or if the plaintiff be nonfuit, or
¢ difcontinue the a&ion, the defendant fhall re-
¢ cover [treble] cofts; and no fuit fhall be
¢ commenced for any thing done purfuant to this
¢ a&t, unlefs it be brought within a limited time
¢ after {uch caufe of action arifes.

¢ And laftly, This a& is declared to be a
¢ public aéh

This is the tenor-of the bill :
A bill, which by a peculiar fate, no foone

was ‘brought into parlmment, than it united cer-
tain
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tain right reverend prelates in the clofeft com-
bination againft it ; and rhey, whofe reciprocal
hatred was as fierce as the rivalthip for power
which occafioned it was unchriftian and fcan-
dalons, at once laid afide their animofities to
oppale this moft reafonable bill ; dreadfully
colle®ing the force of their abilities in a for-
midable pamphlet, after having in their feuds
for fupremacy been hardly prevailed on to {up-
port the provocation of cach other’s company.

From this unexpeed alliance, hath arifen
the clamour of the country par/on againft this
bill ; a clamour indefatigably promoted, but by
nothing more {uccefsfully than by the words of
the plea, viz. :

¢As 1 am a fubje@ of Great Britain, as
¢ well as a minifter of the gofpel, 1 have a
¢ birth-right in the lw, and in having all
¢ queftions relating to my property determined
¢ in the methods of juftice ufed in this king-
¢ dom, and not referred to an arbitrary deci-
< fion. Nulli negabimus juftitiam, is the lap-
¢ guage of magna charta’

This is a fuggeflion, that the bill deprives.
the clergy of their birth-right in the law, that
it fubjets them to a determination of psoperty
not ufed in this kingdom, that it refers themto

G 3 an
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an arbitrary decifion, and demes them the Jufhcc
which is promifed by magna charta.

Some of thefe complaints appear upon ex-
amination to have no meaning, and others
to havg no force; that is, they might be ob-
jeftions, did not they want the foundation of
truth,

The allegation of the clergy’s birth-right
in the law, as applicable to the affair of tythes,
would make a flranger imagine, that either
they were born with the ndlidls charadter
upon them, or that every prieft had inflitution

and indu&ion of a benefice, even in his mother’s

w.ntb.

If the tythes, if the dues, if the mainte-
rance which is now paid to the clergy, were
catirely taken away, they would lofe no birth-
right which they have in the law; they might
iofe the benevolence which they receive from
the law, and which the legiflature have the
fame right to refume, as ever they had to efta-
lilh, if the fame reafon which induced the
grant fhould require the refumption ; if public
good fhould call upon them to reverfe what
their anceftors confented to from no other con-
fideration.

But
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Bat the bill hath not propofed the taking
away of their maintenance. It gives them
fuch methods of fuing for it, as may be leaft
vexatious in'the proceeding, and leaft oppreflive
in the end : a method .of recovering their main-
tenance, which may not confume the fubftance
of thofe whofe labour maintains them.

T'his recovery being given by the judgment
of two juftices of the peace in the county
where the complaint arifes, or, upon appeal
by the general quarter-feflions of the county
by what colour or pretence can fuch
accufations be brought againft it ?

The words of the great charter, mulli nega-
&imus juflitiam, are {poken by the king, who
is fuppofed (fays the lord Ceke) to be prefent
in his courts of juftice, declaring, we will desy
juftice to ny man.

The words intended, that the fubjet fhall
have refort to a certain court wherein he fhall
be determined ; and not that he fhall {ue in
every court according to his fancy :

Otherwife, he might fue in the high
court of parliament for the fum of fix and ejght
pence ; for, doubtlefs, the king is prefent as

G g well
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well there as in any inferior court, and is
fpeaking the fame words, nulli negabimus juf-
titiam.

The words then give no man a right to
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in fuch
-as thall be appointed him ;

And this is the only birth-right, which either
clergy or laity can pretend to have in de-
terminations of queftions relating to their

property.

If the court of chancery by injunétions
thall ftay proceedings in the courts of common
law; if the courts of common law by pro-
hibitions fhall Ttay the proceedings of ecclefia-
dtical courts, is the juftice promifed by magna
charta depied to the party who may net pro-
fecute in thofe courts ?

No: for, he is not to have the
advantage of law contrary to good confience ;
@or is any man to {ue in an improper court, nor
any court to have cognizance of an improper
caufe.

And if the courts of common law compre-
hend, within their jurifditien, the full view
and {uperintendancy of the ecclefialtical courts ;

i



and OrRTHODOXY Jhaken. 129

if the courts of equity have the fame compals
in reviewing and fuperintending the courts of
«common law, with power to abridge and reftrain
their proceedings as juftice may require ;

Hath not the legiflative power, the par-
liament of the kingdom, fapreme cognizance of
all courts and methods of recovery, with like
power to reftrain fuits, as they fhall fee caufe ?

"By magna charta the king is fworn to deny
no man - juflice, to delay nas man juflice, &,
that s, he is fworn to execate the laws.

But is the parliament bound not to alter
the laws, or not to amend, explain, and re-~
peal them, as the good of the kingdom thalk
require ?

The king, as chief magifirate, is under
this reftraint; in this eapacity he cannot have
cognizance of public convenience: but the
king, lords and commons, as l-gifliters can-
not be reftrained. They muft provide for
public ccnvenience, as {uperior to all other con-
iderations : -{o that to limit purliamentary power,
as if it were regal power, is incongruous with
Jegiflation, and not to be charged on the words
ofthe great charter.

G s If
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If therefore the country parfon is enabled
by parliament to fue in any certain court, and
may receive a determination according to the
ufage thereof ; juftice is nst denied him.

The words of the plea, in fetting forth the
hardfbips which the parfon muft fuffer from
this bill, fuggeft, that the power of juftices of
the peace to determine queftions of property
without appeal, is a method of juftice not ufed
in this kingdom :

A fuggeftion fo falfe, and fo fully to be
difproved by every day’s ufage, grounded on
the laws of the kingdom made under many
kings, that, T will charitably hope, the author
of the plea rather forgot than concealed the
falts which confute him.

Itis a method of juftice ufed in queftions
of property between the king and the fub-
ject, where the public revenue and the trade
of the kingdom are concerned, and where the
value of the property in queftion muft, beyond
all comparative proportion, exceed the value of

the whole tythe of the kingdom,

Thus the flatute 12 Car. I1. cap. 24. gives
the general quarter {eflions of the county power
1o
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to adjudge, to levy, mitigate, compound, or lef~
{en the forfeitures and penalties of perfons of-
fending againft the laws of excife.

And no certiorari fhall f{uperfede their
proceedings, or any of their orders relajing to
excile.

By the 14 Car. Il. ¢ap. 11. any juftice may
commit perfons hindering officers of the cuftoms.
in the execution of their offices; and the juf~
tices at the quarter feflions may infli® the pe~
nalty of 100 /4 upen them.

By 1 Fac. 1. cap. 19. the juftices of the
quarter feflions are yearly, at Eafler and Mi~
chaclmas, to afceftain the market-price of corm
er grain imported.

Asby 5 & 6 . & M. cap. 7. they are to
fctile the price of falt and rock-falt.

And by the ftatute 8 Anna, cap. 18. twor
juftices may fettle the affize of bread, frome
whom there may be an. appeal to the general

quarter feffions only..

Alfo by the ftatute 12 Ainz, Parl, 2. feff. 1.
cap. 18. three juftices have power to adjuft the
charge of falwing ftranded goods..

G & And
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And further, jultices of ‘the peace have
power given them,

By the 20 & 32 Car. II. to convi& per-
fons who offend againft the a&s prohibiting
‘the importation’ of great cattle, &'¢c, whom they
may imprifon for three months. - -

By the 1 Anne, cap. 21. they have power
to convi& perfons knowingly recéiving, or buy-
ing goods clandeftinely run or imported, whom
they may (for want of diftrefs) imprifon for
three months.

By the 2 & 3 Anne, cap. 14. they have
power to convi&t perfons who do not pay the
penalty of 20s. per bufhel for falt brought
from Scatland, whom they may imprifon fix
amonths,

-Power is likewife given by the 10 & 11
JV. 1. cap. 22. that the jultices of the peace
.at their general quarter {eflions fhall hear and
determine matters relating to the duties on
#alt, upon any appeal by the perfons grieved by
the yudgment of two jufticess and the -deter~
ination of -fuch general quarter feffions hall

Sad



amd"OrTHODOXY fhsken. 133

And by the a& 1 Gen. 1. cap. 10. o0me ju-
ftice of the peace may convi&t perfons of-
fending in the fith-trade and levy the pe-
malty of twenty pounds by diftrefs, or,. for
‘want of it, commit the offenders to twelve
months imprifonment,

And by the a&ts 6 Ges. 1. cap. 21,and 8
Geo. 1. cap. 18. two juffices refiding near the
place where feizures of brandy or veffels of
the burthen of fifteen tuns fhall be made,
by virtue of any alts relating to the cuftoms,
for carrying uncuftomed prohibited goods 'from
fhips inwards ; or for relanding certificate
or debenture goods from (hips outwards ; and
where feizures of horfes, or other. cattle or
carriages (hall be made, for being ufed in the
semoving and conveyance of fuch goods:

SHALL examine into, hear and determire
all fuch feizures, and their judgment thall be
final, and not liable to any appeal (even in the
«quarter feffions ) nor to ary writ of cértiorari.

And that the juftices of the peace may be en-
abled to hear.and detgrmine queltions of pro~
jperty, is enacted by

The a&t 7 & 8 W. 1L aap. 30. that per-
Jons tefefing, whep fummaned by {uch jullices
w0
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to appear and give evidence on any information -
before fuch juftices, for offences againft the laws
of excife, fhall forfeit ten pounds.

It will now be incumbent on the clergy,.
or their adwocate this pleading parfon, to fhew
why the clergy’s property ia tythe fhould not
for the eafe of the fubjets of England, and for
the attainment of {peedy juftice, be heard and
determined by the fame methods, which the trea-
fure of the crown, and the property of mer-
chants and perfons interefted in all branches
of trade, muft fubmit to without appeal.

Thefe laws affeét not only the liberty and
property of private dealers, not only the re<
venue which fupports the civil government,
but the intereft and eftates of that valt body"
the national creditors, who have trufted their
properties to the faith and honour of parlia-
ments; nor do thefe laws affet the funds
on which the current fervices of the year, and
the fafety of the king and kingdom muft at all
times greatly depend.

Thefe laws as they were enafled to deter-
mine queftions of property, in cafes of this tran-
fcendent value and importance, have been always
elteemed, laws of rigorous advantage in favour
of the property which they are to recover and

maintain,
They



4#2‘1" OrTHODOXY fhaken. 135

They are laws which by thole perfons who
_are fued in confequence of them, and accord-
ing to the methods prefcribed in them, have
ever been conceived lefs indulgent or eligible
than any other laws upon which fuits or pro-
fecutions may be grounded.

And the extenfion of thefe laws to other
branches of trade, as it was lately propofed,
occafioned the greatelt uneafinefsamongft thofe
who are liable 10 be fued in thefe methods, that
ever was known in our times.

Yet this fevere and rigorous method of ju-
ftice have the people called Dnakers defired, of
the legiflative power for the recovery of tythes
againft them, rather than continue liable to the
multiplicity of fuits, the protradtions of caufes,
_ and exceffive cofts of fuit, which are not lefs
gricvous to themfelves, than odious to the laws,.
and repugnant to natyral juftice.

They wifh not to be fued in this method,
becaufe it is indulgent; they and all man-
kind know it to be a method fufficiently fevere
upon thofe who are fued: but they pray it
from a reafonable view, that they may not be
ruined by fuits in all fhapes carried on with-
out end.

They
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They know it to be a fure method of recover-
‘ing tythe, and are only follicitous for it, becaufe
it is fhort and fpeedy. ‘ :

This may be the country parfon’s real ob-
jeftion to the method. For, he may defire
to perfecute the Quaker as an obflinate Non-
econformift 5 ‘he may gratify unchriftian sevenge
againlt them ; and may for this equitable rea-
fon complain, that any reftraint of fuch fuits
denies him the methods of juflice ufed in this
kingdom,

Tt appears, from the ftatutes already cited,
to be a method of juftice ordained by law in
cafes of the moft general, important, and valu-

able concera.

But while this reverend order oppofe it, as
a method of juftice not ufed in this king-
dom, and therefore not fit to be wufed .in
determining quelftions which relate to their

property-:

Can it be thought credible, that the clergy
incited, purfued, and eftablithed it themfelves,
as a method of jullice in punithing the Quakers,
and all other proteftant diffenters, far.the wer-
Jhip of God according to their coalcicnces,

infliGt-
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infliting upon them fines, imprifonment, and

- banithment from their country by the fame
arbitrary decifion; which as zealoufly as it
was fought for in taking away the eftates of
nonconformifts, is fo grievoufly complained of
as taking away the birth-right of the clergy
in the law, and depriving them of their main-
tenance ?

If we look back into the a&t made in the
fourteenth year of Charles the fecond, entitled,
An alt to prevent mifchiefs and dangers arifing
by the people called Quakers ;

There it will appear, that juftices of the
peace, at the quarter feflions, had power to con-
Vit by notorious evidence of the faét, and to fine,
punifh, and tranfport Quakers, on convition of
itheir holding that perfuafion.

Strange ! that the clergy fhould think the
arbitrary decifion of a quarter feffions compe-
tent to take away the fortanes of this people,
and to banith them from their country ; yet in-
competent to determine f{uits brought againft
them for tythes !

With regard to proteftant diffenters of all de~
nominations, the fame method of profecution was
gltablifhed by the influence of the clergy.

The
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The Osford fiwe mile a?, fo called, be-
cude it reftrained - diffenting = teachers, from
comiog within five miles of any corporation,
17 Car. 1L cap. 2.

Ena&ed, that two juffices might commit
offenders of their own conviting to no lefs than
Jix months imprifonment,

And by the a8is to fupprefs feditions conven-
2ces, viz,

1. The fatute 16 Car. 1L, cap. 4.

L]

Two juftices were authorized for the firft
offence to fiae the party five pounds, or to
_.imprifon withont bail for three months, and
their certificate was to be a record of con-
vition.

2. For the fecond offence they were to
. infi& a fine of ten pounds, or {ix months im-
prifoament :

3. And, for the third offence they might
tranfport the offender for feven years, unlefs
he paid onc huadred pounds before the end of
the feflions.

IL
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1I. The flatute 22 Car. 11, cap. 1.

The conviétions were to be by two juftices
of the pecace, and the fines to be levied by
their warrants of diftrefs, though in fome
cafes to the.value of twenty pounds.

2. The appeal of the party aggrieved was
to be to the quarter feflions, and no court-was
to intermeddle with any caufes of appeal upon -
this act, but they were to be finally deter-
mined by the quarter feffions .only.

3. And a juftice of the peace in one coun-
ty, was to certify to the juftices in any othex
of the flight of the offender.

Thefe laws which were obtained before
the happy revolution, and which were difpenfed
with afterwards by the Toleration-aét, in favour
of the proteftant diffenters in general, and by
the Affirmation-aé? in favour of the Quakers in
particular,

SHEW the decifion of juflices to be a me-
thod in great repute and eftimation with the
clergy before the revolution.

And though they now fuggeft it to be a
method of juftice mot ufed in the kingdom; yet
the
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the clergy themfelves, after the revolution, in-~
ferted the claufes in the Afirmation-ac?, wwhich
gave juftices of peace the fir/l cognizance of qua-
kers tythes.

They inferted them in a law which had
no relation to tythe, and they would not agree
that the Quakers affirmation fhould be taken in-
{tead of an oath, unlefs juftices of peace might
be trufted with this arbitrary decifion of their
tythes. ~

A decifion which they think reafonable to
conclude the Quaker, but pot the parfon, in
queftions relating to tythe.

Thus the power of juflices of peace is 2
good and wholefome provifion, when given
for the benefit of the clergy : but an unjuft and
arbitrary method when ufed for the eafe of the

Quaker.,

Thus it is right to fhut the Quaker out of -
all the king’s courts, when the parfon holds
it expedient to recover tythe in the coun-
try ; but it is denying the parfon the ju-
Slice of the great charter, if contrary to. his
option he is referred to a decifion in the
country.

Thus.
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Thus the Quaker fhall have no option
of courts of juftice to defend the property
which the law hath given him in nine-tenths of
his fubftance.

: )

But the parfon fhall claim liberty to pro-
fecute in town and country, in Wefiminflers
ball, the ecclefiaflical court, and the guarter
Jeffionsy without reftraint, for the fingle tythe
in which he hath an intereft, or he will
complain that the jultice of magna charta is
denied him :

And, thie Quaker fhall have fuffered pro-
fecution at the Quarter feffions for forty years
together ;

Yet the country parfon thall tell us, that this
decifion by juftices of the peace, takes away
the clergy’s birth-right in the law, and isa
method of juftice not ufed in this kingdom.

The country parfon, / fay, fuggefls it;

For, I can hardly believe, that any man
above that lbw charafter, would be fo fcanda-
Joufly weak, as to fuggeft a fas?, which the
pooreft country plowman, from daily experience,
mutt know to be falfe.

7 And
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And were it poflible, that one of greater
Eminence could {o far be wanting in his duty
to truth, to his GOD, and his reputation, it
would fhew him to be confirmed in that um-
blufhing proflitution, which takes delight in the
want of honeft faame, though enemies rejoice,
and friends are confounded-at his infamy.

A perfon of this habit only, could be ca-
pable of adding to the number of unjuft
complaints, the clamour againft the determi-
nation of juftices in their quarter feffions, aj
an arbitrary decifion !

As if it were more arbitrary than a de-
cifion of a court of equity, where a clergyman
. muft fue for his tythes if he is diffatisfied with
comitron law,

Or, as if it were more arbitrary than the
decifion of a court of delegates, where he muft
have his laft refort, if he fues by ecclefiafti-
cal procefs.

It might be thought, from this complaint
of an arbitrary decifion, that the clergy were
remarkably fond of trials by juries, where
the verdi& is in the judgment of fwelve men
fpecially impanelled at every affize : and that

they



and ORTHODORY fdftw. 143

they oppofe a decifon by ene or two only,

and diflike a dernier refort to' a fanding fett of
jultices.

Yet ftrange as it may feem, it is cer-
tainly true, that of 1153 fuits for tythe agabalt
the Quakers, 1094 of the naMber fought either
for the arbitrary decifion of courts of equity,-
where the laft refort is to the houle of lords,

or for the more arbitrary decifion. of eeclefia-
ftical courts, where the laft refort is. toa court
of delegates.

And, the country parfoni is nat contend-
ing that judgments fhould be lfs arbitrary,
than the bill allows: but that fuits fhould be
more unlimited ; he approves this method of
juftice; but would' not be confined to it; he -
would tie the DQauaker down, but thinks ir
moft unequal and unjuft that the par/on thould
"be compelled to abide by it himfelf.

¢ The a&s of king William (fays he) took
¢ no remedy from me; they provided an eafy
¢ remedy for the recovery of Quakers tythes
¢ and {mall tythes; they did not fhut up the
¢ king’s courts againft me, but left me at
¢ liberty to take the new method, or if it
¢ was neceflary, to refort to the old ones.

¢ For
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¢ For this I had reafon to be thankful, and
¢ have always chofen the new method for my
¢ own fake and my neighbour’s fake,

After fuch an acknowledgment that the
remedy is eafy, that the parfon had reafon
to be thankful for it, and always had cho-
fen it; would any man believe that fince
thofe a@s have taken place, the clergy have
carried on in the moft oppreffive methods no
lefs than 1153 profecutions ?

The reafon of which rigorous fuits feems to
be, that the more gentle do not anfwer the par-

" fon’s intention in fuing.

This intention is beft to be underftood
from the words of the country parfin's plea,
which afferts, that the law was defigned to
punifh the Quaker with-holding tythe from the’

parfon.

So that the recovery of tythe is mot fuf-
ficient to the parfon, unlefs he can punifh by
the method in which he recovers. »

The parfon, as a principle of his religion,
holds tythe to be of divine right.
The
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The Quaker, as a principle of his religion,
holds tythe to be abolithed by the inftitution of
the chriftian church.

The law gives the parfon tythe as a
temporal intereft ; and the parfon goes to law
not only to recover tythe, but to avenge the
divine right of his order upon the poor Quaker,
who calls % antichriftian. =~

He knows the Quaker cannot yield that
tythe, which all of his fect hold to be againft
confcience.

He can by law recover it in any court;
and if the proceedings of fome courts are more
expenfive than others, he will fue in thofe
courts, that he may puni/b the Quaker in the
method of recovering tythe.

This may agree with the boundlefs am-
bition, and caufelefs cruelty, of fe/fifh ecclefia-
Aticks, but it would be reproachful to the juftice
of a legiflative power, that fhould allow one
part of the fubjedts to take advantage of the
uohappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju-
dice of another part, for the ends of vexation
and oppreffion.

voL. IIL H Yet
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Yet this is the cafe, whillt the parfon

may worry Quakers for tythe in every court at
his will.

1f the parfon fues in the exchequer, or pro-
fecutes in the ecclefiaftical courts, he can
opprefs the Quaker with heavier cofts; and
perhaps, by litigioufnefs, may for the benefit of
his church, add the tenth part of a farthing to
the rate of his tythe.

Will the parfon then be fo charxtable as
to fue before the jultices, who can only levy his
tythe, but not opprefs the Quaker with cofts ?

Noj; for the law, fays the country parfon,
was made to PUNISH the Quaker for de-
frauding me of my tythes.

Therefore,

To make ecclefiaftical power terrible a-
mong{t nonconformifts, to fubdue their oppo-
fition to the pride, the infolerce, and ufur-
pation of unconfcionable churchmen, to make
fevere cxamples of thofe who oppofe Avine
right, and to indulge a litigious infatiably-
covetous terper;

The
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The parfon will fue for tythe, not where
he may eafily recover it, but where he can with
greater advantage at once recover and opprefi.

This is called a foul charge on the clergy,
and their advocates want a f{pecification of
fuits, that they may be able to vindicate their
conduét.

The fuits fhall be fpecified in the proper
courfe of enquiry In this place itis
enough to obferve, that as foul as the charge
can be, it is a prattice which every clergy-
man hath at his option ; and whether it be fit-
ting that the clergy fhould be trufted with
power to opprefsy is a queftion of fo ealy a dif-
cuffion, that they have not a friend in the
world, who, as to his own particular, would
chufe to live at their mercy.

It is taking away his power to opprefs,
which occafions fo great an alarm.

The country parfon, zealous for his power,
pretends that the want of it will expofe him o
injury.

¢ The Quaker, fays he, knowing that T
¢ have no refort to the law, but muft be con-

¢ cluded by the juftices in the country, will not
H2 ¢ only
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¢ only keep all my tythie from me, but will ufe
all his art and application to reduce the value
by the judgment in the country.

-

»

¢ The juflices in the country will be under
¢ a temptation, to ufe this power to cultivate
¢ an eletion-intereft.

¢ Many Quakers are frecholders; and as
¢ they are great traders, have influence over
¢ many others, and will a¢t as one man in
¢ oppofition to the parfon.

¢ T have but one vate for the county, and no
S jnterefl)

This objection is grouhdéd altogether on a
fuppofition, :

That the Quakers, one of the leffer bodies
of diffenters, are ftronger in property and inte-
veft, than all the clergy of the church of England,
the two univerfities included ;

‘ Confequently, that the Quakers weight in
trade will bear down the clergy’s weight in

land ; and,

That country gentlemen will court am

sle@ion-intereft rather among the Quakers than
the
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the clergy; whereas in fad, two thirds of the
counties of England are governed in their county
ele@ions by church intereft : '

Aund, in fuch counties will the Quaker or
the parfon be mott likely to prevail, by the par-
tiality of country gentlemen ?

This parfon fays ke hath but cne wite,
which is hard upon him; becaufe, to my know-
ledge, he hath m.re than o ¢ benefice.

He fays he hath no interefly which I am
equally forry for; becaufe, if it is true, it is
owing to his ve'y bad characier.

But can this allegation be general? Can
a beneficed clergyman have no intereft, where
he hath fuch a property as tythe, and where
every farmer muft fubmit to his will, to avoid
oppreflive profecutions ?

This power of maintaining a multitude
of fuits is the moft formidable power of the.
crown. And, if an officer ¢f excife can in fome
degree influence votes in eletions by his
power to opprefs (which many ftatutes pro-
vided to reftrain fuch infuences have declar-
ed) can a clergyman, having power to profe-
cute, be without the fame influence over the

H 3 votes
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votes of the people? And, is there not the
fame reafon to reftrain it ?

Every clergyman by his interct with the
more devout and yiclding fex, by his inter-
courfes with the fick, by his knowledge of all
the family-affaivs in his parifh, and by recon-
ciling even the quarrels which he foments, may
procure to himfelf the higheft influence over the
votes of his people.

When the weight of his property in their
lands is added to his interpofition in their pri-
vate affairs; when fear co-operates with kind-
vefs, and he can awe thole into fubmiflion
whom Le cannot perfuade to love him :

What parifhioner, having a vote in elece
tions, can refufe it to the requeft of his parfon 2

I was ever of opinion, that a clergyman muft
have the worft judgment of any man in his
neighbourhood, if he hath not the beftintereft.

And, the pretence, that trials of tythe by
juftices of peace will become fubfervient to
an election-intereft, might naturally make a
Quaker fear to abide this trial, where the biafs
of the court muft by fo great a probability be
be in favour of the clergy.

But
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But this is the difference between the parfon
and the Quaker

The juftices, if ever fo much biafled, cam
only by a fpeedy decifion levy the tythe; and,
this will not aggrieve the Quaker :

Whereas the parfon covets a protralled fuit
in an expenfive court, which may not only re-
cover his tythe, but gratify his revenge.

With this view he magnifies the Quakers
dealings in trade, and interells in eleclions ;

As if thefe could tranfcend 'that intereft
in land, and power in elettions which the
tythe of the clergy, the endowments of chap-
ters, colleges, and unive:fities, and the epilco-
pal revenues of the kingdom, have eftablithed
in favour of the church:

A power, that every man fees to be daily
increafing from the capacities of that corpora-
tion, which is epabled to purchafe all the
lands of England in mortmain,

A power that will, in the courfe of time,
if it be unchecked in its progrefs, extend its
fway over all the property of the kingdom,

H 4 though
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though contrary to the genius, and tending to
the deftruction of this free government !

With the view of fupporting this exorbi-

tant power, the country par fon takes the infamous
liberty of taxing the juftice of all mankind.

-

~

-

~

L

It is his grievance, that,

1. ¢ By this bill he muft be tied down, for

the value of his tythes, by the judgment of
two juftices, out of whofe lands the tythe
arifes, and whofe tenants pay it.

2. “The two juftices who gave the fen.
tence will be on the bench at the quarter feffi-
cns, or if they are not, it may happen that
their brother juftices may think it more expe-
dient that a parfon fhould lofe forty or fifty
fhillings (a great part of the demand) than”
that two worthy gentlemen juftices of the
peace fhould be fufpe@ed of partiality.

3. ¢ The eftablithed miniftry will be left
without a maintenance, by the iniquity and
partiality of witnefles, who are generally far-
mers and countrymen, and undervalue the
tythes, though by evidence upon their
oaths.’

This
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This is the decent and charitable manner
in which the country parfon exprefles himfelf of
the whole people of England, from the country
gentleman down to the country farmer :

As if the gentlemen in the commiffion of
the peace for the feveral counties of England, had
not as a fair a reputation for juftice, and as few
temptations to be partial, as the judges of an
ecclefiaftical court, who, though the creatures
of the clergy, it there to decide the properties
of laymen : or,

As if it were a foul charge on 40y man who
wears a caffock, to {uppole, that he will be
oppreflive in his {uits, or enormous in his exac~
tions, though manifefty for the enriching of his
family, and impoverifhing his adverfary ;

Yet a modelt and fair accufation, that nope
of the gentemen of Englard are fufficiently
impartial, to render Juf’me between clergymen

and Quakers.
The firft allegation, ‘

¢ That the parfon will be tied down for the
¢ value of his tythes to the judgment of two
Hs ¢ gentle-
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¢ gentlemen, out of whofe lands the tythe
¢ arifes, or whofe tenants pay it,

Is ablolutely falfe :

Becaufe, 1. The bill excepts fuch juftices
as are any ways interefled in the tythes;

2. The parfon who may complain to any
two juflices, never will complain o any cze, out
of whofe land the tythe arifes, or whofe tenant
pays it ; but

He will have the whole commiffion of the
peace to pick two juftices out of, and will cer-

tainly apply where he hath moft expeétation of
partiality to his order.

The next allegation,

¢ That when two juftices of the peace
¢ have given fentence, the gentlemen of the county.
* may think it more expedient that the parfon
¢ fhould lofe forty or fifty fhillings (a gteat
¢ part of his demand) than that two of their
¢ brethren fhould be fufpeéted of partiality ;>

Is abfurd, malicious, falfe, and fcandalous.

It
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It not only refleéts ou the honour of the
gentlemen of Eugland; but {uppofes, that two
juftices cannot err in their judgment without
fufpicion of partiality : and,

It fuppofes, that all the gentlemen of a
country will be partial and unjufly rather than
that two of their brethren fhould be accounted’
erroneous in any particular judgment.

Did the country parfon learn to think thus of
judicial proceedings from thole in ecclefiaflical
courts 2 1s the chancellsr of the diocefe, partial
in favour of the clergy, lelt the church fuffer
fcandal from the fuppofition that a clergyman,
who lofes his caule is unjuft in his fuit ? Or,

Is the dean of the arches accuftomed to
think it more expedient, that the appellant in
his court fhould lofe his {uit, rather than thata
brother dofior (the chancellor againft whofe
judgment the appeal is brought) fhould be fuf-
peéed of partiality in his decifion ?

What have the landed gentlemen of this
kingdom done to offend #his parfin, that they,
who of all others are moft interefted ia the
public happinefs, fhould be treated as lealt
of all qualified to adminifter public jultice ?

H$ Or,

I
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Or, that they fhould be treated as a band
of raparees, combined to fupport each otherin .
alts of injuftice ;

And, lefs to be fufpected of deciding fuits
impartially, than that wooden implement of
church power, who judges by commiffion from
the clergy, who owes them partiality in
requital for his promotion, and is.tempted to
" encourage a multitude of fuits to encreafe his
own fees of office ?

I bope the gentlemen of the county where-

in this candid parfon refides, will make him

" the moft public acknowledgments of thefe in-

difcriminate refle€tions, which fo remarkably

diftinguifh his humanity asa gentleman, his po-

litenefs as a {cholar, his meeknefs as a clergy-
man, and his charity as a chriftian.

But I hope at the fame time, that he will
never be admitted to fit amongft them; bes
caufe a man, who can think of them as fuch a
partial fet of mifcreants, may probably be an
example to juflify his own refletions.

And as to the charge on the farmers and
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part
of the plea, as robbing the clergy of their main-

tenance
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tenance by their iniguity and perjury, in under-
valuing the tythes, it will be a {ufficient anfwer
in general, that if there was lefs avarice and
injuftice in the clergy, they would be lefs for-
ward in accufing the country of iniquity and

perjury.

It is fa&, that the farmers'in general never
gave the parfon fo high a rate for his tythe,
but he looked on it as below his due, and were
they to give him nine-tenths of their fubftance,
‘it would not fatisfy the ravenous {pirit of fome
clergymen, fo long as the farmers retain one pare
in ten to themfelves,

Is this feverely fpoken of the clergy ? Let
any man judge, whether it can be more fevere
than warrantable, when provoked by a clergyman,
who is capable of defaming all the gentlemen of
England as partial and unjuft judges, and the
whole yeomanry of England as knaves in- their
dealings, and perjured villains in courts of juftice,

Perfuading myfelf, that fo much as hath been
{aid on this fubje¢t will vindicate the honour of
Englifh gentlemen, and their competency for
the jurifdition which is given them by this
bill ;

I proceed to examine the reft of the pre-
tences, that it muft injure the parfon’s property:
of
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Of which none can be more enflaming, than

the complaint in the 16th page,

~

)

< No Quaker, faps the parfon, will, after
{fuch a law fhall be made, fet out his tythes,
but will retain them to his own ufe; and
I thall be debarred of having them in 4ind,
how neceffary foever they be to my own, and
my family’s fubfiftence.

¢ By law the parfon cannot fet out his own .
tythe, and carry it away, but the occupiet
of the land muft fet it out; and if the par-
fon intermeddle with the corn before the oc-
cupier hath fet out the tythe, he is liable to
an altion,

¢ The Quaker’s confcience will not per-
mit him to fet out the tythe: fo that with
he law on ohe fide, and the Quaker’s con-
fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fet
out in this cafe.’ \

Would any man imagine, after this grie-

vous complaint of the law on one fide, and the
Quaker’s confcience on the other, that the bill
atually gives the parfon a better remedy than
ever to receive his tythes in kind? And, that
if they are really neceflary to his own, or his

family’s
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family’s fubfiftence, he may have them in kind
of the Quakers by the aid of this bill ?

* He fays the Quaker’s confcience will not per-
mit him to fet out the tythe;

But then, the bill fays, the jultices warrant
fhall immediately levy thefe tythes.

So that the diftrefs may be made upon the
tythable matter, and the parfon may have it in
kind, with better meafure than if the Quaker
had {et out his tythes;

And the Quaker fhall pay the cofts,
This is eafy jaftice. ;

But the parfon hath alledged, ¢ That by
¢ the laws in being, he may recover rreble
¢ damages of every Quaker not fetting out his
¢ tythe.

Thisis the parfon’s real obje&tion againft the
the bill; and a moft confiientions objetion it
will appear to be; for

The parfon, knowing the Quaker to be
reftrained by feruple of confcience from fetting
out his tythe, looks upon the penalty of #rcble

damages
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damages to be a fure intereft, which he hath at
prefentin every Quaker’s property ; and where-
as he hath but one tythe of any other man, he
takes three of every Quaker, or fix fhillings in
the pound from the produce of the land, befide
deftroying great part of the remainder, by load-
ing him with cofts of fuits,

Can you think then, that the parfon will
confent to a law which may pin him down to
his #ythe only, and not allow him to recover treble
tythes of every Quaker in his parifh ?

Can you think that, whillt the Quaker’s
default of fetting out tythe is {o profitable to
the parfon, he will ever confent that a jz.ﬁiae
of the peace thould fet them out for the Quaker,
and fave the poor man from the penalfy of a
default 2

This is reafin with a parfon againft the
provifion of this bill, but can never be a
reafon with any other man, It may be an in-
tereft of precious concern to the clergy, but
it would be a reproach to public juftice,
were they fuffered to demand #iree times the
value of their tythes in the king’s courts,
on pretence of their nit being fet out, when
any two juflices of the peace in the neigh-
bourhood may graat their warrants to take

them
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them in the field, in the barn, or wherever they
may be found.

If this does not fatisfy the parfon, there is
an expedient, which, as I have heard and be-
lieve the Quakers will not oppofe, and which
. muft filence the parfon’s objeétions.

The two juflices of the peace, who have
power by their warrant to levy the value of the
tythes, when they are withheld, may by their
warrant authorize a fit perfon to fet them out,
when they ought to be paid in kind.

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on
the Quaker to fet out tythes contrary to his
confcience, nor will the Quaker be fubje&t to
pay three tythes for not having fet out one:
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the
tythe, which the Quaker, from his fcruple of
confcience, is difabled to fet out himfelf. And
the parfon will not then have the plea of necel-
fity, to juftify his going to law for his tythes,
nor the ftandalous temptation of futng the Qua-
ker for three times the value of them.

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be

a proviion for the recovery of great tythes,
as corn, bay, &c. But how fhall he take his
{mall tythes? ¢ Muft I, fays be, in the 27th
Pages
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¢ page, watch when a cow falls into labour, or
¢ muft I keep a regifter of all the calves and
¢ pigs thatare born in my parith ¥’

This leads us to the objections which he
makes, in the next page, againft this bill;

¢ As the law now ftands, the parfon can
¢ bring a bill of difcovery in courts of equity ;
¢ in which cafe the farmer is obliged to fet
¢ out his tytheable matter and the value, and is
¢ liable to profecution for perjuary, if he is guilty
¢ of it.  But is every juftice in the kingdom to
¢ beeretted into a chancellor ? If not, by what
¢ proceeding fhall the parfon make a difcovery
¢ in thele cafes ?’

Itis to be oblerved, that the parfon firft
puts a cale of a bill of difcsvery to be brought
in the exchequer, after thislaw fhall take place:
vet in the next paragraph complains, that no
fuch bill can be brought there. He firlt com-
phains of the hard(hips which he thall {uffer in
bringing fuch a bill, and next fetsit forth as his
hard(hip that he cannot bring fuch a bill, Thig

is extraordinary !

I know not, that the law propofed will
take away the jurifdiction of courts of equity
to retain bills of difcoury; T am not certain,

, that
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that the proceeding by 4i! in equity is the moft

reafonable method to be ufed for fuch difcovery.

But in anfwer to that arch queftion
Is every juflice to be ereited into a chancellor 2 1
muft fay, it feems as reafonablethat there fhould
be a chancellor in every court of quarter fef-
fions, as in every court of the clergy: and, I
think, if the law muft compel a Quaker to dif-
cover the value of his tythes, that in this cafe,

" the cheapeft method of difcovery will be the
beft method ; and that the juftices at the quar-
ter feffions, may examine him with as good
effe¢t (tnough not with fo much coft) as the
parfon can interrogate him with, in the court
of exchequer.,

Thereis a flight obje&tion in the fame page
worked up into a loud complaint, ¢ that the
¢ juftices cannot compel witneffes to attend
¢ them.” But to remedy this, the fame claufe
may be provided in this bill, as in relation to
the excile, by the a& 7 & 8 7. I1I. which in-
lics the penalty of ten pounds on any one who
thall not appear as a witnefs, on fummons from
a juftice of the peace. And,

The Quaker muft be equally follicitcus for
fuch a claufe, as he mut be equally affefted by
the want of means to compel the appearance of
witnefles,

Soi
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So that, in the manner of working up this
objettion, the country parfon ftrains it beyond
what truth can juftify, and endeavours to make
the clergy think, from this prefent want of poiwer
in juftices, that this bill denies it, becaufe it
does not mention it; and that in the manner of
drawing the bill, it feemeth intendsd to leave
the property of tythe precarious.

Whereas a bill of this comprehenfive nature
can hardly be prepared, fo full or fo corre&
in the firft drawing, as to want no additional
claufe or amendment; and the ordinary forms
of parliament give ample opportunities for in-
ferting them before it becomes a law..

It is next objected, that

¢ In the original caufe before the juftices,
¢ the parfon is fuppofed to have juft caufe of
¢ complaint, and to recover in fome fhape or
¢ other, and to be entitled to dolls.

And that

¢ Ttis probable he may ordinarily be the
¢ appellant to the quarter feffions, and coﬁs
¢ may be againft him,

¢ How
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¢ How is it then, fays the parfon, that the
¢ bill limits the cofts in the firlt inftance,
¢ when the parfon is to receive them, and
¢ leaves them arbitrary in the fecond, when
¢ the parfon is to pay them *

Thereis nothing more in this objeétion, than
that swo juftices are limited to give cofls, and
the whole bench, at their quarter fefflions left
to give cofts according to difcretion. And,

1. In the firft inftance of complaint, it may
be reafonable to fpecify the cofts, which fhall
not be exceeded ; to the end that the two ju-
ftices, though ever fo partial to the complaint,
may not opprefs the defendant with cofts, But,

2. In the appeal, if the parfon or Quaker
appear to be litigious, it may be reafonable,
that a// the juftices of the county fhould have
power to give exemplary cofts, though it might
be lefs fafe to leave it in the difcretion of any
two of them.

And now we come to the grievous objeQion
againft the bill ; (page 29) that

¢ If the parfon bring an indi¢tment or in-
¢ formation, againft the Quaker or his wit-
, ¢ nefles
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¢nefles for PERJURY, and fhall fail to
¢ make a legal proof (as is fuggefted he eafily
¢ may do) in that cafe, the bill fays, the defen-
¢ dant fhall recover treble cofis.

Extremely hard! that a falfe accufation
of perjury fhould be liable to TREBLE
cCOosTS!

If the parfon cannot prove perjury, why
fhould he charge it ? If the nature of the proof
is difficult, does not juftice impofe this diffi~
culty 2 Ought any man to be convited of
fuch a crime from {light appearances ? From a
covetous parfon’s fufpicion; or from a difap-
pointed parfon’s refentment 2 And if the parfon -
wants the evidence which the law requires,
fhould the law allow him, unpunifhed to pub-
lith fo much infamy ?

This is the manner of moving compaflion for
the clergy ;

1. He repreflents the two jaftices, before
whom he complains, as unjult judges.

2. He reprefents the whole bench of ju-
ftices, before whom he brings his appeal,
as partial to the injuflice of their two
brethren,

If
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If he brings a bill of difcovery in the ex-
chequer,

3. He reprefents the Quaker, as perjuring
himfelf to defraud the parfon of his tythes.

Or, if an iffue be dire@ted by the exche-

quer for the value of tythe to be tried by the
country,

4. He reprefents the verdi&t of the jury to
be wery partial 3 and,

5. The witnefles in every cafe and every
court to be perjured and corrupt.

Such a combination is fuppofed to be in eve~
ry country againft the claim of tythe !

If the parfon (holding all thefe articles of
Saith as neceffary to falvation) cannot prove this
INJUSTICE,PARTIALITY, PER-
JURY,and CORRUPTION;

What then ?

Why then, he muft pay treble cofts !

Did ever the chriflian church fuffer fuch
perfecution ?

8 Yer,
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Yet, a layman would be fet in the pillory,
for a #ythe of that defamation which this par-
Jen hath publithed again(t the juftice of his
country.

I confefs, if I might judge of a man’s con.
fcience, who fhould publith fo much flander
againft all ranks and degrees of men, I thould
take it to be of the blackeft complexion. An
honeft man will repofe a reafonable confidence
in the honefty of other men, but e who would
have no man thooght to be juft, feems to with,
that no man fhould be in a condition to do him
juftice. ‘

However, fince the oppofition to this bill
hath had’ its chief {fupport from the clamour
again{t the power of the juftices, fince the gen-
tlemen of England have been charged with fuch
corruption, partiality and injuftice, it hath been
propofed that the judge of «ffize fhould be ap-
pointed, inftead of the court of guarter feffions,
to hear and determine appeals; and, the Qua-
kers have not objefted to this propofition, be-
caufe they,defire no other than fpeedy jullice,
and will be glad of receiving it any where.

Nor can the parfon objet to this final

decifion by the judge of affize, who can have
no
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no intereft to' cultivate in the country, whe
cannot have any undue regard to the juftices,
from whom the party appeals, and who will
not be the fame perfon atany two affizes in the
{ame circuit.

There are, neverthelefs, fome -objeltions
againft this alteration of the bill.

1. It is not yet known, that the judges are
willing to be charged with this additional
Jload on the bufinefs of the aflize. And, it
may not be reafonable to impofe it upon them,
if it can be other ways difpofed of, becaufe the
late alts of parliament, efpecially thofe relating
to the difcharge of debtors, have already occa-
fioned more bufinefs to come béfore them, than
the ufual time of affizes will allow them con-
veniently to determine.

And, 2. The next objeftion is of fiiil
greater weight. Such an alteration would -
countenance the fcandalous obje&ions againft
the honour of the gentlemen of Englund. '

And therefore, I declare myfelf freely on
the matter, 1 fhall give my #zgative to it.

Every gentleman by this time hath formed
biis judgment whether the juftices of peace de-
VOL, IIL I ferve
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ferve this traff; or whether the power with
which this bilt invefts them, wilfbe effe@ual to
the ends for which it is propofed. And there-
fore I thall not examine any farther the country
parfon’s objetions, either to their qualifications

for the cognizance of tythes, or to the fuf-"

ficiency of their jurifdi€ion for the recovery of -
tythes. Bat,

The general effe?, which their decifions
~will have, upon the intereft of the clergyin
tythe, as it is foretold by the country parfin,
deferves very particular notice.

¢ The quarter feflions price, fays he, will
¢ be a ftanding rule for the value of tythes
¢ in every county. And ’

¢ The bill will probably, in procefs of
¢ time, introduce a general smoaus decimandi
¢ for the whole kingdom.’

To this I anfwer, that,

’

1 cannot fee the probability of any fuch
confequences to flow from this bill: or, that
when the juftices have determined the value of
tythe in one farm, it will be arule for the
value of tythe in any other.

. For,



end OrTropoxY facken, 171

Far, if the foil is feldom of equal gaod-
pefs in any two men’s lands, (aud the produle
mult always be in valve according o .o -
nefs of the land ;)

- Wil it be fuffcient for any farmer to "y
before the juftices, you have dex»nined +
value of another man’s tythe at fuca o e
seu.ought harefore to charge me no higher, 11 uib

" b land which T furm is of tieble vax , and
praduces a treble crop ?

Or, will it conclude the parfon, with re-
{pe& to any particular eftate, that the juflice
determined the value at fuch a rate in any par-
ticular year? Will he mot fhew that the land
hath been improved, the produce increafed, and
that the value of his tythe is greater than when
it was laft determined ? :

This infinite variety of cafes, this frequent
difference between one farmer’s land and ano-
ther’s, nay, between the fame land in different
years, will make it impoffible that the gaarter
J [Jions price, as declared on any occafion, can
become the ftandiag rule for the value of tythe
in that county, or even in that parith where it

arifeth.
12 ' But
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‘But if a general modus decimandi for the
“whole kingdom were to enfue; if a known dé-
#erminate value could be eftablithed for the tythe
-of every county, though I fee no hope of at-
‘taining it, I think fincerely, that it would be
- general good, as well to the clergy as: thc
Imty For,

The clergy wounld be endowed with a bet-
ter maintenance, though they were allowed 2’
lefs -rate, and the lity would be charged
~with a lighter burthen, ‘though they pand -8
bigher rate.

The certainty of the modus would fave the
expence of thefe unhappy controverfies which
impoverifh the parfon, who even raifes the va-
lue of his tythe, and which beggar the farmer,
though he brings it below the value.

The title ts the modus would be fimple,
clear, and unperplexed ; the recovery of it eafy
and fhort. There would be no occafion of
racking the layman’s conicience to difcover on
his oath again{t the biafs of his intereft. And
there could not poflibly be an opportunity of
cheating the parfon of his maintenance, as'is
now faid to be pradlifed, by Perjury, Partia-
lity, and Injuflice,

The
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The advantages of this certain appointment
for the maintenance of the clergy, are ma-
nifeft in thofe parifthes where it is levied, by a
POUND RATE upon the inhabitants;
nor will I' deny the reverend order-this juftice,
that, tenacious as they are of thre divine right’
of tythes, they have never fcrupled to prefer a
parliamentary right to a pound rate, wher® ¢
promifed them a better revenus.

In general, it may be faid with truth,
there never was an impofition on mankind more:
Sruitful of law-fuits, than the claim of tythe,.
which never knows a certain value.:

Nor, was there ever an impofition more
grievous and oppreffive than the claim of tythe,
" which takes a tenth from the produce of the
poor man’s labour, who manures the land,
who employs his own ftock to raife the tythe,
and furrenders the choice of the harveft to the.
prieft, who neither ploughs nor fows.

The improvement of the land is at lealt
equal. to the value of the land, and a tenth part
of the produce free from all charges of raifing,
it, is not a tythe, buta FIF T H part of every
man’s property; a ftanding LAND TAX
OF FOUR SHILLINGS in the pound;
upon.all the {ubjeéts of England.

13 If
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If it be confidered with refpet to fmal/
tythes, the grievance is heavieft upon the
pooreft of the people. Thofe who are rather
obje€ls of charity, and fit to receive almss
are the fubje@s of ecclefiaflical oppreflion, and
compelled to pay tythe.

If a poor widow, the labour of whofe
hands, and the produce of whofe garden, are
the only fubfiltence of herfelf and five or fix
children,” hath-ad appie-treey fhe mafl give the
tenth of her fruit; if fhe keep a beny fhe mult
give every tenth egg, or every tenth chicken;
and if fthe bath a bee-hive, fhe mult yield a
tenth of her wax and her honey,

- TO THE PARSON OF THE
PARISH;

Who, if he is not fatisfied with her con-
tributions, will profecute her in the ecclefiaftical
court, and make her depofe upon oath, how
many pippins grew upon her tree? How many
chicks were hatched ? How many eggs were
addled ? And what cafualties happened in the
management of her BEE-HIVE.

This was the complaint of Chaucer’s plow-
man, agaioft the prieft of his times;

For
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For the tything of a duck,

Or an apple, or an aye,
They make men fwere upon a bork 5
Thus they foulen Chrifles faye

Is it then unreafonable to complain of this
tythe of the clergy, as the eaft-wind that wi-
thers the fruit, the caterpillar that defiroys the
harveft in the ear, the locuft that preys upon
the property of the rich, and eats up the bread
of the poor? An harpy that carries law-fuits in
one claw, and famine in amother ? That de-
vours what the public taxes {pare, and is more
inexorable than an excile ?

This prodigious ufurpation upoen the pro-
perty of maokind, makes the bill before us the
more ablolutely neceflary, and moves all indig-
nation figainft the parfon, who fuggefls, ¢ That
¢ the bill will encourage thé Quaker in fetting
¢ up a right, upon the plea of conlcience, to
¢ another man’s ¢flates’

1 faid to mylelf,

Doth not the country parfon appeal to every
man’s confcience, when he demands tythe of
divine right ?

I4 ‘When
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When he claims.it-as a duty to God &

And, muft he not fo far allow the Qua-
ker’s confeience to decide ?

But, fays the parfin,

¢ I with the Quaker’s confcience could be
¢ examined in this point. Is ke a land-cwner 2
Let him be afked, upon his confcience,
whether he paid any cenfideration to the
vender of the land, beyond the ufual price,
and upon a fuppofition "that no tythes would
be due from his land? Is he a farmer,
Let him be afked, whether he pays more
rent, than a church man ufed to give for the
farm, and in confideration of his paying no:
tythe ? If he cannot fay that he either bought,
or hired the tythe (and he can fay neither).
what title hath he to it ?’

~n A & a & A a

I muft here obferve, that

The country parfin lays down a law of
property, by this examination of the Quaker’s
confcience 3

A propofition, :
That
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- That if any burthen upon land fhall con-

tinue, till it leflen the value of our lands, it~
then becomes a property in the ufurpers; and :

the landed men fhall never bé difeharged,

becaufe all fubfequent purchafes are made with™

the confideration of. fuch an incumbrance upon
the Jand. .

ai

Thcre., are three remarkable cafes in our hifs -

tory, which will fall under this propofition ; ..

I. The ancient Romefcot, or Peter-pence, . -
was a penny charged upon every: houfe; -by. -
Ina, king of the Wef-Saxons, being at-Rome -
in-pilgrimage, Anmo- 720, and -by Offa, king: -
of the Mercians, Anno 794, to fultaic: the -

Englifb {chool there. It amounted to-three+

4

hundred marks and 2 nobk yearly” for thet -
whole realm; and was paid to the fes.of Rome -
on the feaft of St. Poter ad Vinculay being the -
firft day of Augus?, till it was- abqh[hed by par~ -

liament, 25 Hew. VI Anno . 1534 .

II. The ancient Dane-gelt. was a- tribute;. -
of. one fhilling, and afterwards of two {hilliags,, .
upon every hide of land; originally. leviedsfor. -

clearing the. feas of ..Dawnifk pyratesy - orforc
purchafing peace ofx them, as. by, Ethelred,, .

who raifed for this purpofe, firft 10,000 4.nexs -

_ Lg 16,0004,
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16,000/ then 24,000/ then 36,000/ and
laftly, 48,000/ Edward the confeflor releafed
this tax. It was levied again by the Gomgueror s
and by 7. Rufus; but it was relealed by
Hen, 1. and finally by K. Swephen, .

II. The ancicnt difme, ot the decimation of
all the fubje@s goods, was the ufual fubfidy
given from time to time by parliament, and
was levied, as is the tythe of the clergy, by
the temth of every thing in kind.

"Thus in the parliament roll 13 E.III. No. 6
The lords grant to the king, the tenth jbeaf
of all the corn of their demefnes, except of their
bound tenants; the remth flrece of wool, and
the tenth lamb of their own flore, to be paid in
two years; and pray ‘that sbis graat sura nit
into a cuftom.

So, in the parliament roll of the next year,
14 E.111. No. 5. itis entered, the prelates, ba-
‘yons, and all the commons of this realm, grant
te the king the ninth lamb, the ninth fleece, the
pinth fheafy and of cities and boroughs the wiry
ninth part of all their goods and ehattels, o be
gaken by two years to come. And with this,
agrees the ftatute book, Anns xo,E IIL. Stat. 1.

18.
“p But,



But, when the aid given was aqmn-dj'm:,‘
or ﬁfteemb, then, the king appointed fwo af-
feflors in every county; and they appointed
twelve in every hondred, who made a true va-
luation of every maa’s perfonal eftate, and
caufed the f£fteenth part to be levied,

This word difme or decime is equally ufed,
as well for the revenues of the church, as for
thofe of the crown; and the flatute 2 and 3 £,
V1. cap. 36. terms the tenths of the cl:rgy (which
were anciently paid to the fee of Rome, and
given by pope Urban to Richard 11.) P ER-
PETUAL DISMES

The ﬁrﬁ gincdifine was graated, by pats
Kamont, 18 £. L.

The city of Londen paid this year for the
fifteenth, 2860/, '13s. 84d. and the abbot of
St. Edmonds, 6661, 13s. 4d. which was by
tompofition, and therenpon he had all his tem-
poral goods, ahd the goods of his convent, difs
charged of the fiftcenth.

Sometimes, the difme and gatin-difite Were
granted both together, as in the 6 E. 11, one.
difme, and one quin-difme were given fo the

16 king,
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king, to be levied of the laity, in aid of his-
expedition againft the Scors. ‘

At other times, the difme or temth was
granted fingly, as in the aforementioned in--
ftances, 13 E. III. by the lords of their own
ftore; and 14 E. III: by the clergy, nobilitys
and commons for the whole realm.

And the gquin-difme or fifteenth was like~
wife granted feparately, of which the inftances
occurring in fucceflive ages are fcarcely to be
numbereds

Thefe methods of charging the fubje& wers
conftantly made ufe of, till the reign of king.
Charles 1. when the great demands of money,
which the civil war occafioned, introduced oun
modern.excife and Jand-tax.

Now in all thefe cales, vizs

1. In the cale of the Peter-pence, which
continued.a rent charge upon houfes for the
fpace. of eight hundred years ;

2. In the cafe- of Danes-gelt, which con-.
tinued a rent charge for the fpace of three hun-
dred years; and,,

I In,
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3. In the tale of the difie and-quin-difmesy.
which arofe, within little more than the cen~:
tury after Dane-gelt expired, and levied the tenth:
or fifteenth of the fubjeét’s goods, fromtime to.
time, for the fpace of threec hundred years :

The value- of thelands of England became
impaired, by reafon of the charge, and every
purchafer paid a lefs price, whilft fuch incum-
brances continued upon them.

But, would our anceftors have fiffered either-
the pope, or the crown, to examine the con-
fciences of the people of England in the abfurd-
manner of this country parfon? Would it have -
been endured; ecither to fet up a.right in. con-.
JSeience tothe perpetuity of Peter-pence, or Dane-.
gelt, becaufe every modern purchafer had bought
his houfe or land the cheaper, by reafon of fuch
burthens upon them ?

Doubtlefs the fame queftions might Have
been afked, in the cafe of Peter-pence, and of-
Dane-gelt, as in the cale of tythe, and the fame
anfwer muft have been returned ; and,

When the ancient aids of difmes and' guina
defmes had gained eftablithment by courfe of
time, and the land was become cheaper,..by-

reafon:
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reafon of thefe tombs and fYteemths granted
continuhlly to the king ; would ot the ctown
have had ad eftate of perpltaity ii the fomd
lemb, the renth fleece, the tanth fheaf, and the
tenth part of the goods of the {ubjedts ; or, i
the fifteenth, according as thefe rates and impo-
fitions affefed the value of property? Weould
pot the king have claimed his tanth or fiftecnth
by the fame r¥i: of comfeience, as the clergy fet
up to eftablifh their eftate in #ythe #7 And, be-
caufe the continuance of the impofition had
lowered the rent of all the lands, might not the
King, with as much reafon, bave told the fub-
je&ts, that the tenth, or fifteenth of their eftates -
had been paid of fo long continuance, as had
extinguithed the rights of the firf owners?
Might he fiot have urged, in behalf of fuch a
rent charge, (as the clergy now urge for their
tythe) that every man bought his land, and
hired his farm, in expe&ation of being fubje
to fuch a charge ; and, that the price of the
land, and the rent of the farm, being lefs on
this account, ho man could have right ever to
be éafed, fince no man could have property in
that which he did not purthafe ?

This may very fully evince the unreafon-
ablenefls of the seuntry purfon’s plea:

Bat, for a fhorter decifion of the Queﬂieé,
‘ .H..
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¢ If you bought your lands afid tene-
¢ meats with thefe incambrabces vpon them,
¢ what right hive yow cver to be cafed of
¢ them ¢’ :

I anfwer, that I have,

The right of a free fubject, to enjoy the
produce o? his own labour ;

The tight of an Englifbmon, to énjoy hid
own pofleflions ftee and clear of all unfeas
fonable incumbrances ; ;

And, my title to the incumbered part of
tny eftate is fo far good, as ahy other man’s
title to it is bad.

If T buy an eftate with a remt-charge, an
dnnuity, or a origage upon it, and thefe in-
cumbrances fhall be confidered in the ptrchafe s
yet, if afterwards it appears that the perfons
claiming this remt.charge, this ammuity, ot this
wortgage, never had any juft right therein :

Am I bound to make their bad title good
in law or confcidnce, becaufe 1 bought the
eftate cheaper, on fuppofition that they had
lawful incumbrances upon it?

In
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In the- pofféffion “of land I am in the con-
dition of the prime occupant : 1 am.not bound
to fhew -my- title to any man; I am not bound
to’ fhew that I boughtit, or inheritit, Itis
fufficient that I poffefs it, unlefs he can thew a
prior or better right to it.

And, whether I bought my freehold cheaper
or dearer, I am by law and confcience entitled
to hold.- it .as free and clear, as.if I had held it-
from the creation of the world. .

This do&rine of gaining an efate in perpes
tuity through any impofition upon land, which-
by. length of time. makes. the walue of it lefs in
fubfequent alienations, and, by pretended equi<
ty, the intere/t in it lefs to all new purchafers;

Is-of - dangerous- confequence to the whole
LANDED INTEREST of this kingdom. .

1t eftablithes a.right fomewhere in.a PER~
PETUAL LAND-TAX; becaufe within
forty or fifty years time, fince the Jand hath
borne this charge, the value of land hath di-.
minifhed in proportion; and two thirds of the
.lands of England, having.within that time by
purchafe or exchange paffed into.the hands of
new owners, (as:may probably be the. cafe of
' & ail:
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all our lands before this tax can be reledfed).
therefore the Jand owner, who bought his land.
{ubje& to the ufual land-tax, fhall in equity.
and confcience be for ever liable to pay rww,.
three, or four fhillings in the pound, by reafon
of his having bought the land cbeaper.

And, the country parfon fhall afk him thofe
fubtle queftions, ¢Is he a land owner? Let
¢ him be afked, upon his confcience, whether
¢ he paid any confideration to the vender of-
¢ the land beyond the ufual price, and upon
¢ fuppofition .that no land-tax would be due
¢ from his land ? Is he a farmer ? Let him be-
¢ afked, upon his confcience, whether he pays
¢ more rent than ufed to be given for the
¢ farm, and in confideration of his paying no.
¢ land-tax ? If he cannot fay that he either
¢ bought, or hired, the land-tax (and he can
¢ fay neither) what- title hath he to it? and
¢ therefore, there muft be ansther owner who-
¢ hath a ju/? title to i’

From rulés of property and rights of eflate,
fuch as this country parfon would eftablifh, it
muft follow, that no ufurpation on the lands
of a kingdom could ever be refumed, con-
fiftently with confcience; that the foundations
of ecclefiaftics, in the church of Rome itfelf,
qught ot to be taken away, becaufe the priefts:

have.-
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have the legal eftate vefted in them ; that the
impofitions of arbitrary power become matter
of right, in perfons who can work the ancient
land owners out of their inheritances; and,
that, f SHIP MONEY had been exalted
for a length of time, till the value of all our
Jands had funk under the exallion, mew pur-
chafers would have had 20 right to have been
eafed of the burden, becavfe they would have
bought the land charged with it, and clicaper
by reafon of it.

In fhort, fuch confequences are unavoid-
able from this part of the coantry parfom’s plea,
that were he tothew himfelf 1n 465 proper figure,
fpeaking in this manner againft the right of the
people of Emgland to enjoy their own lands,
an IMPEACHING PARLIAMENT
night probably charge hifm 43 aa oremy 19 pro-
perty; a betvayer of the vights and libertics of
the pesple; advancing falfe ducirines of damge-
rous confequence to the confiilution of the kingdent,
and which tend to fubvert the proteftant religiony
10 0bfirust all veformation in the chriftian church,
10 receive popery and popith foundations, and t:
Subjedt the commons of this realm tc the yoke of
enormous ecclefiaflical power,

Leaving him to the difcipline of fuch na-
" tional juftice, whenever it fhall find him ——— I
totally
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totally deny him, or any perfon living, to pof-
fefs any eftate in the land, by reafon of its hav-
ing been lowered in value, through an unjuit
impofition ; I conceive his claim of tythe to have
no other foundation, in law or confciénce, than
Peter- Pence had before it was abolifhed by a& of
parliament ; I conceive them both to have been
ufurpations of the {ame nature, which grew
and obtained in the times of darknels and de-
votion through the craft of a mercennry clergy,
and the fuperftition of a blind defuded laity;
I likewife apprehend, that as the wifdom of
parliament utterly abolithed 2he ore, becaufe it
impoverithed the kingdom, fo the reprefonta-
tives of the people have not only a right, but
are bound in duty to moderate ti¢ other, whea-
ever it fhall be exorbitant in its amount, or op+
preflive in its exactions. But,

Becaufe the eftate of the clergy in tythe,
is fo much infilted on as their right in con-
Jcience, it may be fit to- enquire on what cen-
fideration they had their original grants. The
confirmation of king $ TEPHEN is an evi-
dence of this kind, the preamble to which is
as follows, viz.

Becaule through the providence of divine
mercy we know it to be fo ordeved, and by the

church’s publifbing it far and wmear, every body
bath
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hath heard, . that by the diftribution of alms per-.
Jfons may be abfolved, from the bonds -of finy and-
acquire the rewards of beavenly joys: J St~
pben, by the grace of God king of Englands
being willing to have a.part with them, who by
an happy kind of trading exchange beavenly things
Jor earthly 5 and [mitten with the love of Gody,
and for the falvation of my ewn foul, and the
fouls of my father and mother, and all my fore-
Jathers and anceflors (confirm tythes and other:
donations. to the church *.)

After. fuch a fpecimen as this, I cannot
have the lealt doubt that eftates given under fuch:
confiderations, are of all others the moft proper
for the difpofition.of parliment. But with re-
ference -to the country-parfon’s charge againft
the Quaker, that ¢ his conftience, which wilt
« pot allow him to pay tythe, is a confeience .
¢s.which will not permit his neighbour to take

%-Quoniam divina mifericordia providente cog-

novimus effe difpofitam, & lorge lateque pra:f'-
cante ecclefia, fonat omnium auribus divulgatum,.
quod ELrEMosyNaruM largitione poflunt abfol-
vi vincula peccatoram, & acquiri cceleffium pree-
mia gaudiorum ; ego Stephanus Dei gratia Anglo-
ram rex partem habere wolens cum illis, qui feelici
commerco ceeleftia pro terrenis commutant, Dei
amore compunétus, & pro falute animz mez, e patris
mei matrifque mee, & omnium parentum meorum;.
" et.antecefloram, e,

e and.:
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“¢ and enjoy bis own property.” It fé@meth rea-
fonable to hear the Quaker {peak for himfelf ;
and the firongeft writer on this fubjett amongft

the Quakers, being Aathony Pcarfon, formerly

a juftice of peace in #efimerland, let us hear
what he fays ‘in his.great cafe of tythes, on the
queftion that tythe ought to be paid as a rent
-charge upon the efiate. ‘

-

Unto which, fays be, 1 anfwer,

“¢¢ That though it were true, and could
be proved, that my anceftors gave tythes,

and that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound

to pay them, or ftand any way chargeable

with them. Itis true, when they were owners

of land, they might themfelves yield and fet

forth what part of their increafe they pleafed,

or might have given the tenth, or any other

‘part of their land as they would, or they
“might have charged upon the land what rent
they liked ; but they could not charge theic

pofterity with that which was no ways theirs,

‘mor which, in any true fenfe, conftruction,
“or underftanding, they could be faid to have
any’ property in, and which is not paid by

reafon of that which is derived from them.

For, tythe is neither paid of land, nor by the

reafon of the land, but is paid by the reafon
¢ of the increafe or renewing; and therefore the
4 do&trines

& n K A & & & & &

s A A @& N A& =~
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do&iines of the old fathers, and the popifh
laws for tythes, do as well require the pay-
ment of the tenth part of men’s profic or
gain, whether by trade, commerce, of mer-
chandize, as of the fruits of the earth. Yea,
the tenth part alfo of wages, and perfonal in-
creafe, though not raifed immediately by
land: and furely no man will fay that he pays
tythe of thefe becaufe his anceftors charged
him with them ; nor will any mag allow; that
another perfon, by any gift of his anceftor,
can have another diftin& praperty in the
tenth part of the fraits of his Jabour ; and the

‘cafe is the fame as to all tythes, whether pre-

dial, perfonal, or mixed. If I fit {till and
plough not, no corn will grow; if I fit ftill
and work not, no profit will rife; fo that it
is my labour, my diligence and induftry that
raifeth the tythe, and in my power it is to
make it lefs or more ; and fometime, yea of-
ten it falls out, that the tythe of corn is thrice
more worth thap the yearly value of the land

“an which it grows; and herein tythe of corn

is far more hard and unequal than perfonal
tythes; for the one pays but a tenth, all
charges deducted ; the other pays the tenth
of charges and all.’

¢ Mine anceftor could not charge me with
that which doth not accrue by reafon of
3 ¢ that
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thet which | have frem him ; aor am { bound
becanfo mine amceftar left me land. to pay
eythe whiel is not paid by reafon of the laad,
but of ihe increafe, uato which | ams no more
tied by law, than he is whe hath igcreafed
without land. ' If [ have laad and na incresle,
I pay mo tythes, I I bave imereafe, though
na land, 1 ought by law to. pay tythes. If 1L
hufband my lard fo that the increale is not

. ta be fevered, no tythe can be recovered of

me; and therefore if T pafture my land, no
tythe fhall be paid for the grafe which is eaten
vafevered, but only a rata syshe for that which
dath depaflure on it; which makes it plin
that tythe is not paid by the reafon of the
land, but of the flock; and, ia that alfo it
lies in my power to make the: tythe much,
littte, or nothing; if I plongh, and fow
corn, the tenth part of the increafe is ge~
nerally more worth than the lard en which
it grows, which comes not by the land that
defcends from the anceftor, but becaufe of
the increafe won with the great charge, in-
duftry, and labour of the hufbandman. If
I pafture my ground with fheep that yield
3 fleece, the tythe will be confiderable,
though not fo much as by corn.  If I pafture
with cows or breeding-cattle, a much lefs
tythe is paid : and if I eat up the paflture by
horfes or barren cattle, a fmall and incon-

¢ fiderable
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fiderable rate is only required; though i
few places of the nation would that have been
recovered in the times when popifh laws were
at greateft height. But if I plant wood,
and let it ftand for timber; or, if I flore
my land with beafts which be fere naturd,
wherein there is no perfonal property, no
tythes fhall be paid; or, if I will let my
land lie wafte, (which may be fuppofed, be-
caufe it may be done) or will eat my mea-
dow or corn ftanding, no tythe can be requir.
ed. All thefe inftances manifeft that tythe
fhill hath relation to the fock and:perfonal
eftate, and not to the land; and is paid by
the realon of the ftock, and not of the land.
And fo no anceftor could lay and perpetuate -
fuch a charge as tythe upon it, nor could he
bind his fucceffor to pay it. If by my an-
ceftor I am bound to pay tythe ratione tenu-
re, or in confideration of the land which
he leaves me, to what value muft it be of ?
I may yearly pay more tythe than the land
he leaves me is worth: if I keep it in
tillage, and if I pafture it I need not pay the
twentieth part. Have I not herein (with-
out fraud to my anceftor) power to pay

him much or little? How then is tythe

like a rent certain (which is by fome ob-
jected ?) If tythes were paid by reafon of
the land, furely there is moft reafon, that

' ¢ the
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¢ the tenth p\et(t of the grafs renewing upon
¢ all pafture grounds fhould be paid; for the
¢land ftill brings that with it; and, it is
¢ eafily dividable by rent, or let by month.
¢ If another hath as good right.to the tenth
¢ part of the increafe, as the owner hath to
¢ the nine = why cannot he take it with-
¢ out the owner’s fetting it out, or recover
‘it by altion of debt or trefpafs? But it
¢ is clear there is no title till it be fet forth ;
¢and then, if the owner of the land carry
¢ it away, an ation of trefpafs lies, becaufe
¢ he had fet it out; and given it to another,
¢and fo altered his property, as one man
¢ doth by marking his cattle for another man ;
¢ and theref_c}re it is, that the law which com-
¢ mands tythes, doth not give power to any
¢ one to take the tythe, becaufe he had no
¢ title, but enjoins-the owner to fet it forth
¢and in fo doing to make it another’s 4y
¢ bis own confent. If any man claims tythes
¢ by my anceftor’s gift, may I not afk him,
¢to whom, or for what my anceflor gave
¢them? And, it is plain beyond denial, that
¢all thole gifts of land or tythe in England
¢ (fince Aujlin the monk planted the popifh
¢ faith, and preached up the new payment
¢ of tythes) were given to popifh priefts, for
¢ faying prayers for the fouls of the givers

¢and their deccafed anceftors, as old confe-
VOL. I K ¢ crations
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<.crations do witnefs : and therefore in reafon,
¢if the confideration and fervice be ceafed,
* {o ought alfo the wages; for po man in
% Jaw or equity onght to claim wages, when he
“ will not do the work for which it was given;
¢ and feeing thefe popifh priefts and prayers
% are laid afide, the gift (if any fuch were,
¢ and could be binding) ought to return to
¢ the donor ; and may not, without his confent,
* be perverted to auother ufe.

“ But fome object (as the country parfon hath
* done in his pl:a) that

When 1 or smy anceflor bought the land, it
was fold cheaper (becaufe it was fuppofed it
oaght to pay tythe) than 1 or my anceflor could
bave bought fuch land as was known 1 be tythe-
fiec; and ‘therefire, having a cheaper bargain,
J ambound in equity to pay tytbe,

1 anfwer,

¢ That, I bhave already proved all land is

< tythe free; and that the charge of tythe is
¢ upon the ftock and perfonal eftate, and not
v upon the land. And, the firength of this
< obje@ion lies in comparing thofe who pay
< tythes, with thofe who are free. Thofe who
< buy lands #jthe-free are eafed of this oppref-
' ¢ {ion,
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fion, and are in no hazard : and, though all
others ought to be fo, yet it being a que-
ftion, whether they can eale themfelves of
the burthen, they buy under a bazard, and
are fubjeét to fuch a charge. But if they
caflt off the yoke, they get but what is their
own; and feeing we have denied the pepe’s
euthority and fupremacy, we may, fo foon as

¢ we can, wholly caft off the burden which he
¢ laid on us: and thus, he that buys lands

& A o & n

n A & A & &

~

in the years of trouble and heavy taxes
may, perhaps, buy much cheaper than when
none or little is paid : fhall he tkerefore be
required to pay taxes when others are dif-
charged? Or; fhall he that bought cheap
pennyworths on the borders between Eng-
land and Scotland, when thofe parts were in-
fefted with mofs-trogpers, always pay tribute
to thieves and robbers? We bought land
when the pope’s yoke was upon our necks;
and if we calt it from us, we may by as
good reafon be eafed of our tythes, as they
of their taxes. But if I bought it cheaper,

¢ what is that to the flate or the prieft ?’

" ‘This is the Quaker’s defencé againft the
charge of ﬁtt;fzg up a title on the plea of con=
/};tnfe to another man’s eflate; wherein he
proves, that his tenth, which the parfon claims

.in the produce of land, is neither his right

K 2 by
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‘by any condition annexed to the inheritance
wnor by any confideration allowed in the pur-
chafe ; that neither the donor of the land
gave, or could give it; and that neither con-
fcience nor equity can require the Quaker to
“pay it.

The queftion will then depend upon the
judgment of the legiftative power; and we are
ftill in the proper method of debating, what
meafures the legiflative ought to prefcribe, be-

tween the parfon and the Quaker in the cafe of
tythes.

We are told upon this footing of the judg-
ment of the legillative power, and with fome
air of triumph, that perfons withholding tythes
are ftiled evil-difpofed perfons, 27 Hen. VIII,
not regarding their dutics to God and the king,
32 Hen. VIII and alting of an ungoedly perverfe
will and mind: to which the parfon might
have added, moved and feduced by the infligation
of the divil : it would have made the
fame impreffion on the c:mmons of Great Bri-
tain, before whom he¢ is pleading; and, it
would have been as full an anfwer to the charge
upon the clergy of opprefion, avarice and in-
Juflice in their fuits for tythe.

The
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The words perverfe, ungodly, undutiful ts
God and the king, prove nothing but that the
prieflts, who had power to obtaina penal ftatute,

kad leave to call people names in the preamble
toit. But '

If it be urged as the fenfe of thofc times
concerning non-payment of tythe, will the par-
Jon allow me to cite other ftatutes, made about
the {ame time, as the fenfe of the law-makers.
upon other ecclefiaftical pretentions ?

I fear, the fenfe of parliament hath very
little weight with the clergy, when it is not on
the {ide of their ambition ; and therefore I may-
not perhaps hold it conclufive, when, influenced
by their ungodly management, it lets them loofe:
to defame and damn their enemies, as enemies to

God and the king.

The ftatute of the firft year of Edward VI..
cap. 2

Declaves,

¢ That eletions of archbithops and bifhops, .
- ¢ by deans and chapters, are as well to the
¢ long delay, as to the great colts and charges
¢of fuch perfons whom the king gives any

K3 ¢ arch-
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¢ archbithoprick or bxlhopuck unto, and that
“the faid eleQions be in wvery deed no elec-
“%ions, but only by a writ of CONGE
¢D’ELIRE have colours, fhadows, or pre-
Stences of elellions, ferving neverihelefs to no
¢ purpcfe, and feeming alfo derogatery to the
¢ king’s prerogative royal.”

This a& of parliament, though not held
at prefent to be in force, doth certainly thew
‘the fenfe of our anceftors on the fubjet of elet-
ing bifhops. |

/

Will the clergy allow us to {peak of their
pretended eletions of bifhops in the terms of
this a& of parliament? No it is againft
divine right. If then they will not allow the
inflitution ¢f bifbops to be tied down, to the
preface of a law made in Edward VI's time,
will they tic every man down, in the equity of
tythes, to the preface of a law made in Henry
Viil's time ?

I uuft in the right of an Erg'ih {ubjed,
that we flall not be reftrained, from a larger
confiderarion of fo important an affair, and
that neither our duty to God or the king
thall be quecflioned, for no better reafen than
our diffcrcace of {emtiments in the affair of
tytles. Reproduced in Electronic Form 2002

Bank of Wisdom, LLC
www.bankofwisdom.com )
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T reverence an a& of parliament as much
as any man living. It is the a& of that power
which we are all bound to truft and obey.
But I am not fo far concladed by an aé of
parliament, that I ought either to believe im-
pricitly whatever it declares, or not to follicit
the repeal of what it may ena&.

And, I cannot but obferve,

1. That when Henry VIII. unravelling his
ewn reformation, went retrograde into the
worlt meafutes of popery, he paft the a? of
the fix articles in his 31{t year, wherein he
eftabiithed auricular corfeffin and tranfubfian-
tiation. And

2. That in the next year he palt the act for
the payment of t ‘hes, wherein is the famous
expreflion of perfons not regarding their dutics
to God and the king,

If therefore tythes, tranfu’fantiation, avd
auricular confrffion, are of the fame growth and
family, we thall fiad that the fame reafoning
from aéts of parliament, which makes the pay-
ment of tythes a DUTY to God and ihe Fing,
by the ftatute of 32 Hen. VIII. wou!d as for-
«€ibly prove tranfutfiantiation and aws icular con-"

K 4 f/ﬁm
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feffion to be articles of faith fit for a chriftian
to believe. in, becaufe they are fo declared,
by tie flatute of 31 Hen, VIIL. which impofed
thofe jix Lhody articles famous in the ftory of
thofe times, And,

To fay that the a& of the fix articls is
repealed, but - that the pthe a7 is flill in
force, would make the matter infinitely ridi-
culous ; for

This would fuppofe that our duty to Gody ot
our faith in Chrift, depends altogether on the
exiftences and duration of afls of parliament:
So that it may be a duty to God, or not a duty

to God; an orthodox creed, or not an orthodsx
creed, as different parliaments happen to be of

different opinions,

if the country parfen is difpleafed, that fuch
abfurdities fhould be laid at his deor, he
fhould be lefs forward to prefs the fenfe of our
anceftors, and authorities out of the ftatute
books, in proof of fuch points as duties to God,
wherein every man may take the bible and his
own confcience to be fafer guides than any act
of parliament.

If he is difpleafed, that the fenfe of our

anceflors, and authorities out of the ftatute
“books
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books fhould be urged in fupport of the rights -
of the laity againft the ufurpations of the
clergy, T muft tell him, that to proteét the
people from injuftice, is the proper and eflen-
tia] care of parliament, but that to define -
dutiss to God, is beyond the bounds of human -
authority ; and though parliaments may {pe-
cify what do€trines clergymen fhall teach, yet "’
they cannot require any man to believe them,
becaufe though the parfon is the fervant of the -
legiflative power, yet every man is mafler of his -
own confticnce.

Our duty to God, as- to the payment of
tythres is therefore in every refpe& as queftion-
able, and as confiientioufly to be denied, as if-
thofe laws had pever been enaded, And,

The payment of tythes, as a duty to God,’
being denied by the quakers, and by almoft all -
other men;

The common good can be the only jultifiable -
reafon for impofing it as-a commoa charge.

Thus, we are once more in the cafe, where -
we ought to be, of debating the merits of this
bill upon the principles of public juftice...

Kg. Tha-
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The people called Quakers. who- are. moft.
opprefled by fuits for tythe, apply for the bet-.
ter regulation of fuch fuits, that they. may ba
lefs opprefled by them..

As a people profefling the religion of Chrif?,,
they cannot pay tythes or wages to.the clergy,,
becaule they believe in their. confciences thay
Chrift abolifhed tythes, and forbid the pay-
ment of wages to the priefthood.

If they are in an crror, it is the error of:
their confciences, and they ought not to, be:
puniftied for it. Bur,

As Tubjelts profeffing a- datiful obedience
to the government under which they live, they
yield according to the Gofpel of Chrifl, {ub-.
miflion to- the civil magiftrate, and" what- he.
takes from.them, for the maintenance of tha.
clergy, they patiently acquiefce in ;.

They make no refiftance to the officer who,
-diftrains their. goods for tythe. And,,

Can any thing be more realonable, than to,
appoint an.officer, who fhall at their charge {et
out the tythe, when it is due in kind, aor levy
it, whenitoughtto be paid in money? Or,

zZ Cap
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€an any thing Be more unreafonable, thana-
t authorize the parfon to fue the Quaker,.
pot only for the tythe, but for three- times the
value, becaule le hath not- fet it out, when lre
is difabled by his confcience, and when any
other man may be appointed by law to fei-
it out for him ? 4

We are told by the country parfon, that:
every wife clergyman, for his own fike, and:
every gosd clergyman, for his mneighbour’s-
fake, will take the cafy and cheap: method:

which isleft to his option by former.atts-of par-
liament ; and;,

Therefore, it is inférred; the légiflature
ought not to tie the clergy down, to this.caly.
and cheap method, becaufe the.wife® and beft:
of them already ufe.it for their. own. fake, and:
their neighbours. But,

If.the wifefl andiboff ufe it. of. choice, this
will be. ap-argumeat, that the: unreafonable andi
‘unjuft fhould be reftrained toit.. For,.

" Are the fabje@s of Ergland to Have no»
better {ecurity, again{t oppreffion, than the.wifs-
dom and goodnefs-of the clergy ? Or,.

K. 6. Qught:
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Ought the clergy to be trufted with a power,
which, according to tbe parfon’s confeflion,
neither a wife clergyman nor a good clergyman
can ufe, without mifchief either to himfelf or-
his neighbour?

Where the power of oppreffion isy alls of
oppreffion will undoubtedly be. No church,
no ftate, no body of men ever had this power
but they ufed it. And,

Whoever gives an authority to opprefs, is
the author of oppreffion.

“This truth, which is written in chara®ers
of blood in all the hiftories of mankind, is rea-
{fon and evidence to juftify a bill which reftrains
an oppreflive-power in the church :

A reafon fo convincing, an evidence fo
clear, as makes it trifling with the juflice of par-
liament, when the clergy demand proof that
they d» opprefs, whillt every man who hath
L eves mnft fee that they may opprefs.

If they may many of them will : but,

If they may mot none of them can commit
oppreflion.  And,

I
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If they have not opprefled by that ’p.bwer.
whereby they may opprefs ;. yet, it is incumbent
on the juftice of an houfe of commons to reftrain
fuch oppreffive power. . Becaufe,

It is more the duty of parhament to pre--
vent grievances than it is to redrefs them;
it is more compaffionate to fave men from
injuftice than to relieve them under it; it is
an happier effet of law to preferve property
than to repair it; it is a nobler alt of juftice
to reftrain a crime than to punith it; and it is.
a more perfet conftitution of government,,
under which oppreflion is not pra@icable,
than that under which it /s pradtifed, and may.
be punifhed.

By a paper which I have feen, in the
hands of Gentlemen (fince this bill hath been
depending) entitled An account of profecutions
of the people. called Quakers in the feveral
courts, fince the feventh and cighth of king
William 2he third, Anno 1690, wbhen the
Affirmation-A& was  obtained, which gave
jultices of the peace power 1o judge of iythe
demanded under the value of ten pounds ;

Tt appears that there have been,

.P Yo
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Profecutions,  Prifon. Died.in Prifon..

In chancery 38 1] 1
In the exchequer 787 185 2.
s §200] B2
g RAECIIE

Inall 1153 292 5

The Quakers add, that ¢they are very
« imperfet as to the whole number of f{uits
« brought, becaufe feveral times fuch fuits were
¢ made an end of in the country, and no ac-
¢ count given of them to their meeting of fuffer-
¢ ings; and many times, when friends were
¢ difcharged from imprifonments by afis for re-.
< lief of infolvent debtors, there were no-ac-
¢ count given ;. and, the like deficiency oftca
4 happened, when their relations paid to. re-
s leafe them out. of goal.’

They. alledge, ¢ THhat the demands for
¢ tythe have been innumerable, within forty
¢ years palt; but that the nature of the
< profecutions, and fums levied. by them may
¢ ke judged of, they have collected forty-four:
s. cafes, where the demandsamount to 188 A/ 3 5.
< 8.4, and.the {ums leviedt0 2252/ 65, 104,

“One.
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¢ One Ifaac Averil was profecuted three
s-feveral times for three feveral fums amount-

<ing to 19/ for which he had taken from him
“187 /L 10+,

¢ There was one friend a prifoner #n years
¢ for forty fhillings.

¢ Another, a prifoner jfour years for ome
¢ fhilling. : :

¢ Two were prifoners five years for twenty
< thillings,

¢One was- a prifoner mine years for {mall’
¥
& tythe,

<.One was a. prifoner fix years for four pounds
* ten foillings..

¢ They find’an account-of fifteen ?effons pros
*feeuted for above ten- pounds each;.

¢ The demands on the whole fifteen being:
. 313/ g s. 6d. there was taken from them for.
%that demand 1068 /. 75. 44, 2.4.

<They further. {pecify the namesof the fol=.
< lowipg perfons with the tythe demanded uader
<t
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¢ the value of ten psunds, and the fum levied on

¢ on account thereof, viz.

b L s 4 L. s

Fames Haviland 800 o 61 00
Thomas Strong ———=== 1 10 6 15 11
Richard Cafe 013 o 3711
Themas Drape 410 1 5000
Robert Holliday —— ©°11 6 60 oo
Henry Wake ———= I 4 6 30 0O
Fafiab Williams 200 o 30 00
Fobn Taylor ——— 1 § 8. 4418
Alexander Maore ---g 6 15 11 87 16
Feremiah Eliis ——— g I 00 O 44 00
George Bewley -————-'cg 10 03 93 10
Sam. TulIyandTWarmra 3 2 8% 7516
William Pear[on Eo 13 05 19 16
Fonathan Peafely ——37 0 o 237 §
Daniel Williams —30 I 6 I00.0
T homas Ellwoed 012 O 24 7
Abrabam Butterfield — 8 0 0 go o
Roger Fenkins 014 6 8410
Richard Allen - 115 6 8 o
Thomas Fenking —— 1 5 O 67 1o
Fobn Townfhend 400 0 7714
Francis Chairmapg——— 7 16 O 73 ©
€6 1 4 1484 61

d.

o
6
6
)
0
o
o
o
11

o
o
o
o
o
¢
6

6
6
o
o
o
o)
Ix

This is a {pecification of (uits, which the
¢country parfon and his colleagues complain of, .

as
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as omitted in the cafe of the Quakers. 1 am
told, that the regilters of their meeting of fuf=~
ferings have recorded the cafes atlarge; and
that they will inform’ any gentleman of the par-
ticulars of their hardfhips; which I mention,
becaufe, having no acquaintance amongft them,
I am without fuller information myfelf, nor
have I applied, where, I believe, I could not be
refufed ; becaule, if I knew the exa@eft ftate of
every cafe. it could not be difcourfed of within
the extent of thefe papers.

The number of fuits herein fpecified, the
prifiners, the difireffes. and the immenfe dif-
parity between the demand and fum exated
in fpits for tythe, mult raife abhorrence in
any compaflionate mind. The fingle article
of ONE HUNDRED POUNDS taken
for eighteen pence would be jult provocation,
for abolithing all the tythes of the clergy,
if their fuits could not be carried on in more
humane methods. Such an inftance of op-
preflion in any civil concern would raife an
infurreétion : and, that men endure it from
their {piritual guides, fhews the univerfal pal-
fion for an intereft in apother world; though,
the utmoft force of imagination cannot paint
an HELL more terrible to our fears, than
what the cruelty of the clergy daily fets before

our eyes-
In
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In eleven hundred and fifty-three fuits they
made two hundred and ninty-two prifoners 3
in fifteen fuits where the ¢laims amonnted to
313/, they exalted 1068/ which was at
the rate of ore hundred pounds for lefs than
thirty pounds; in forty-four fuits where the
claims amounted to 188 /. they exaéted 22521,
which was at the rate of one Fundred pounds
for little more than 8/ and, in twenty-two
fuits where the claims amounted to 66/
they exafted 1484/ which was the rate of
one hundred pounds for lefs than four pounds
ten fhillings. Or if we take thele eighty-one
fuits all together, the fums demanded make
5§67 /. which compared with 4804 /. the total
fum taken, is in the proportion of ¢ne bundred
pounds levied, for every fum of eleven piundt
Jive fhillings demanded.

Compute the medium of the charge in any
mannper it is monftrous and enormous, Suits
attended with fuch coffs are a fcandal on the
juftice of the kingdom, not to mention the
profeffion of the gofpel. And therefore this
bill, which is defigned to fhorten fuits and
fimit cofts, will vindicate the laws as much as it
will eale the people,



and OrTHODOXY fhakes, 251

T perfe@ly agree with the country parfon in
‘this plsf * That to fecure property is one
¢ main end of government, and that therefore
¢ all opinians, all pral?ices inconfiftent with the
¢ préfervation of property, are alfo inconfiftent
¢ with government and fociety.’

No mam can be more tender of property
than 1 have cver been, and always fhall be. But
I think, that the laity have a property in their
goods, as well as the clergy in tythe;

That nine parts in ten are a more valuable
property than « fingle tenth can pretend to be ;

That the property of a tenth ought not to
devour the property of all #be other nine;

And, that itis deftruétive of all property to-
levy four thoufand eizht bundrid and four pounds
on the laity, where the fum of 567/ is the
wholé demand of the clergy.

The country parfon hath a conceit, that this
bill is the only inftance of an application ta
any government in the known world, to coun-
tenance an opinion deftrulive to the property
of any of the {ubjects,

Bug
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But furely, if it be his conception, he is
wrong, vain, and unwarrantable.

That lands held in mo+tmain, or that the
ftagnation of property in dead hands, is con-
. trary to the good of the kingdom, hath been
the opinion of our parliaments, and the principle
of our /Jaws, ever fince the foundation of this
government, however deftru@ive it muft be to
what churchmen call their property.

But further, that the Quakers hold the main-

tenance of the clergy to be amlchn[’uan and,
unreafonabls, is fa&t ; for, -

That any fet fhould account it a fufficient
charge upon them tomaintain their own teachers,,
is but reafon :

And- that the Quakers, who pay mnothing
at all to their own teachers, thould be oblig-
ed to maintain the teachers of any other fed,
is to them not only an hardfhip, but an abo-
mination. .

Now this which tends to take away the
maintenance of the priefthood, may to a parfon
feem very naturally deftra&ive of what be calls
his property. But

’ Becaufe
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- Becaule the Quaker withholds: the zemth
which the law gives the parfon a title to0, fhall
be take the other nine which the. law can give
him no title to? And, by reafon of a claim of
5§67 1. confume four, thoufand  sight hsundred
and four pounds of the Quaker’s fubftance ?
And,more prodigious ! fhall he take an bundred
pounds tor eighteen pence ?

I envy the clergy no maintenance which
the law gives, o can give them; but, the
maintenance of the priefthood ought not to
devour the fubftance of the whole peopldy
like the ears of corn in PHARAOH's
DREAM, that fprung up withered, thin,
anibblafied with the eaft wind ; and devoursd the
cars that were full and good: L

I have not contended either for taking
away, or for making lefs, that maintenance
which the law allows them. Buat I have
always been of opinion, that to afk it from the
good-will of fociety, and to take it without
cruelty or oppreffion, will more firmly eftablifh
their revenues than the moft arrogant claims of
divine-right, or the moft rigorous meafures of
ecclefiaftical tyranny.

I firmly believe, that to feek for no more
than their due, would be the fureft means of al-
ways receiving their due;

1 have
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1 have ever obferved, that the more they
talk of their privileges, the lefs other people
. think of them:

And, whatever light I may ftand in with
 the rever-nd ordery 1 believe, | am a better

friena to their interefts than many of them-
felves can pretend to be; for #hey would main-
tain that exorbitant ufurpation of power, which
they cannot make ufe of without making them-
felves moft odious; whereas, 1 would difable
them from hurting their calling, or the caufe of
wcligion, by tyrenny or by injuflice.

1 am of opinion, that if the church fhall on
every occafion oppofe itfelf to the loud . cim-
plairt of th «and, and perfift in thefe obftinate
claims of powers, too heavy to be borne, the
clergy will make the caufe of the church fuch
aload upon its friends, that the torrent of
public refentment will be ftronger than any
minifter can ftem : the paffions of mankind un-
reafonably provoked, will oot beeafily appeafed,
and though a jmall facrifice might have con-
teated every one in the beginning, yet when
popu'ar rage is too far incenfed, & great one
will not fatisfy in the end.

Nothing
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Nothing fo much calms and fweetens man-
kind, as the frank redrefs of a crying grie-
vance. Any fingle hardfhip generoufly taken
away, difpofes the bulk of mankind to endure
a thoufand; they are fubdued by. gentlenefs
and mercy, but grew re(h&' and’ head-{trong
under oppreffion.

In all {ocieties and flates, it is feen from
the parifb priefi to the prince and rular of the
country, that he who afks with the greateft
moderation, is paid with the greateft libe-
rality.

" 1 am therefore moft clear, that the country
Parfon is an enemy to the intereft of hjs order,
by obftinately oppofing that eafe which the peo-
ple aggrieved by tythe are likely to obtain by
this bill,

¢ He fays, indeed, that paffing this bill in
¢ compliance to the obftinate Quakers, will
¢ make them be efteemed as confeflors, who by
¢ their fteadinefs have made the law give way,
< and exalted their mifguided confciences above
¢ the property of their fellow-fubjedts” But,

May it not be faid with greater truth ?

That
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That rejeting this bil, in ¢ompliance to
the obftinate clergy, will make them be ‘confi-
dered as a a dead weight upon the conflitution ;
which, by its continual obftrution, keeps
common juftice at a ftand, and exalts the am-
‘bition of churchmen above the rights of their
fellow-fubjeéts,

Is any property in the kingdom facred from ‘
regulation befides theirs? or, is it fit that any
fhould be?

Hath not the wifdom of parliament provi.
ded laws, for the limitation of fuits, and for
the prevention of frivolous and vexatious arrefis 2

Have not alls been made, to regulate the -
courtsy. and:officers-of judtice, to difcharge pri-
foners for debt, and to reform the gaols?
~ Yet,

Did any man oppofe thefe a&s by claims
of birt/rzglri in the law, and infolent demands of
property,as if the law could ftand in obftru&ion
to public juftice, or property in -any one be a
reafon for the oppreffion of all ?

To adjuft the bounds of property, dnd to

smake the power of every fubjet compatible
with
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with the fafety of all the reft, -are the higheft
ends of government :

And therefore all opinions, all praftices,
which tend to the exemption of any order of
men from public enquiry, or public juftice,
are utterly inconfiftent with government and
fociety.

If an order of men have advantages from
law, which are inconfiftent with juftice, ought
not the law to give way for the free courfe
of juftice? Or ought the lgiflativ: power to
exift in vain?

Is it to be a power, which, in any cafe
- having been mifguided to opprefs, fhall for
ever remain without capacity to right the in-
jured fubject?

If arguments of this {ort had prevailed with
our fathers, we thould have continued, as ab-
{olute bigots and flaves to the church, at this
hour, as our fellow chrifiians are in [taly and
Spain,

If arguments of this fort prevail for the
time to come, we fhall never be allowed to
repeal or amend any law beneficial to the
priefthood, however grievous to the people,

VOL. IL L fince
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fince the priefts claim a birthright in the
law, to bound the legiflative power. Bat,

The bill ought to pafs, were it only for
the fake of an example, that it is not in
the power of a mitred doclor, by his Littrs
miffive ftirring up petitions from every diocefe,
to intimidate an houfe of commons in a matter
of this high concern to the juftice of the
kingdom.

If fuch arts are fuccefsful to encreafe the
wafle paper on the clerks tabley 1 hope, a body
of Englifb gentlemen will never weigh petitions
in quantity again{t any bill whatever ; efpecially
bills for the reformation of the church, againft
which, they are certain of having as many
remonftrances as there are deaneries, arch-
deaconries, chapters, colleges, or ecclefiaftical
precinéls in England, Wales, and the town of
Berwick upm Tweed,

Another reafon that the bill fhould pafs,
is, that if it pafs, the clergy are defirous to
buve it made general.

This feems to be the only equitable pro-
pofition in the country parfon’s plea; though
I have been told, thar his brethren wifely
hope to defeat the bill, by extending the be-

nefit
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nefit of it to ALL the people of England!
But,

I cannot believe, that any man living will
diflike a bill, becaufe he and his friends are
to thare the good effells of it, as well as the
people called Quakers.

Nor, will T imagine, that any fet of men
can be fo fimple, as to be againft this a&
for the eale of the Quakers, on account of
its being {o highly expedient for every one
elfe.

1 am exceedingly defirous that it may be
made general; and that the Committee of the
whole foufe may fecure not only the Quakers,
but the whole people of Englund from ecclefi-
aflical oppreflion. . Yet, '

If it (hould pafs confined to the Quakers
only, (which I am credibly informed that peo-
ple do tot defire ;)

It thall neverthelefs have my hearty con-
currence.

Becaufe, when a law is obtained of fo
much good to one part of the {ubjeéts, it will
L2 be
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be more ealy to procure the like relief for all
the reft; and,

An houfe of commons will have this act
of indulgence to build upon, as the foundation
-of univerfal liberty. For this reafon,

We ought to favour the (ﬁakers as the
firlt movers in the caufe of liberty; and notwith-
ftanding the unhandfome and unwarrantable
language which fome of the clergy beftow upon
this innocent people,

I will fay what my expericnce of them
can juftify, (nor was I without a full know-
ledge of them in the former part of my life ;)

They deferve protefiion and indulgence as
much as any part of his majefty’s fubjeéls:

They are unqueftionably attached to the
fucceflion in his proteflant royal family, and
zealous in promoting the felicity of his reign:

They are naturally interefted in the liberties
of England, as a people whofe rcligion can have
no other refuge:

They are univerfally employed in trade
and indoftry ; they have the fmalleft number
of
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of members either unprofitably rich, or mi-
ferably poor; and, they are the lealt to be
accufed of fuxury, corruption, or L A W-
SUITS of any fet of men ia the kingdom.

v

And, in juftice to their principles

(e i 5

1 have ever thought their religion to be

It tends to eftablith no hierarchy, to mo-
nopolize no property, to inveft no lands in
ufelefs or dangerous focieties, te form no iate-
reft feparate from the common good, to detach
no part of the people from naturalinduftry, nor
to enflave any other part by bigotry and blind
dependence,

If fome litlde fingularity in their forms
may occafion witlefs drollery on their per-
fons, wife men will excufe them, from the
good effelts even of their moft rigid infti-
witions, For,

By this means they pre(erve a modeﬁy of
3ppai'c "mui’isu their ynuym, which no Julllpn
tuary laws that have been made in England -
could produce amongft us; and, a purity of

““““““ fhews our reforming fucieiies

Ljs to
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to be as defpicable as they are ufclefs, or
worfe.

1f they are defcribed, by thofe that do
not know them, as £/ and ungraceful in
their deportment, {o far is it from being true,
there are not any people in the world of
more flowing affability, more focial kindoefs,
and ealy humanity than many of the Qua-
kers, who are taxed with fliffnels of beha-
viour by the priefthood; though there is not
a day of fun-fhine, but the exprefi image of
all priefi-craft may be feen in St. Fames's
Part, cloathed in church-buckram, with that
inflent gremace, and piwerlefs formality, which
would not lefs move the contempt of a Quaker,
than the indignation of a gentleman. Lafily,

If the Quakers are traduced, by a defaming
parfon, as not regarding ther duties 1o GOD
and the KIN G, becaufe they will not yield
tythe to the clergy;

Tt may for the conclufion of this dif-
courfe, be juflly obferved in their favour;

that,

1. As to their duty to almighty GO D,
Not
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Not conceiving the clergy to have any right
of maintenance from reafon or revelation,
this people who do not pay it, are juftified in
refufing it.  But,

That the clergy, who whenever they ad-
minifter the gofpel by deputation, rarely give
their fubltitute a better maintenance, than any
gentleman gives to a fvery fervant,

Should tax the laity, and encumber the
land, to be maintained in the luxury of lords,
and the pride of fovereign princes: or,

Should, in the inftance of every countiy
parfeny think it reafonable to demand in re-
compence for the cure of jouls, five times, nay
frequently ten times, as much as any parfon
alive will pay their cwate for diicharging the
office in his ftead;

Is fuch a contradition, fo full of enormity
and impofture, as gives not only every
Quaker, but every man caufe to conclude,
that all of the profefiion afk more than any of
them deferve, by their own rule of paying
priefis wages.  And,

2. As to their duty to the KING,

L4 the
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The Quakers never were quellioned, tili
they were refleted on by this country parfon,
whofe loyalty perhaps wants a better argument,
to convince the world of its fincerity, than thig
immoderate zeal for tythe :

A perfon*, of whom it may be fairly faid,
becaufe it is notorioufly true,

That he had fo far abandoned the obli-
gation of his oaths, as to have no method
of making the world fulpe@ him of orainary
@llegiunce, but by the molt profiitute compli-
ances: and, that he was a JACOBITE
in all men’s opinion, till, as the loweft im-
plement and moft officious advocate of cor-
ruption, he fhewed the #liggs, that, fervile
by nature, and venal by profeflion, he could
be the SLAVE of their power, though
incapable of becoming a profelyte to their
principles of liberty; and that, he could
be reconciled to the perfizns of the court,
though not to the title of a proteffant
fucceflor.

From fuch a man, fuch a charge of nat
regarding duties to GOD and the KING,

* The charafter of Dr, §.er/ ¢4, then bifhop of
Salifbury, late of Londox,
ought



and OrTHODOXY fhaken, 22 5

ought to be confidered as pure defamation
on the Quakers, proceeding from malevo-
lence to the rights of all mankind.

It can make no impreffion to their dif-
advantage;

And therefore I humbly hope, that the
bill jkall pafs.
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Advertifement.

N. B. The Henourable Auditory before
whom the following fermon was preached,
having exprefled their miflike, I never
defigned to have had it printed: but
fince it is ftolen uncorredly into the
world, without my privity, I hope it
will not be imputed as a crime, that I
amend the errata of the prefs.

WirL, STEPHENS.




THE

EDITOR

TO THE
PREACHER.

SIR,

IN CE the Printer informed me, that he

will make a fecond impreflion of your
fermon, I thought it might be fit to offer you
fome fatisfadtion for printing it without your
confent. For although I was told, that you
were obftinate in refufing to print it, yet I
thought it might be ufeful to the public, and
“no ways diflerviceable to you to publifh it.

Wherefore, having gotten a copy, I gave it
to a printer, only with this charge, that he
thould make the impreffion as cheap as he
could, for as I obferved, that the preaching of
it made you fome enemies, fo I concluded that
the printing of it might gain you fome friends;
becaufe the milreprefentations which werg
given abroad concerning it would vanith away.

3 ‘ And
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And as to the refledtion which was made
upon you by a fuppofitious clergyman, I ap-
peal to my Lord Archbithop of Canterbury, if
he did not receive fatisfaction from a worthy
member of parliament, being a man of un-
fpotted reputation, that was objefted againft
you by the reflecter as to your flying from a
fufpeéted profecution *, was wholly fa{/} and
Jeandalous.

S IR,

I wifh you well, and am yours, &c.

* High-churchmen were fo much exalperated
againft the author for this difcourfe, that they raifed -
and propagated a fhameful lie, of his being obliged
to fly from Briffe/ for fodomy.




TITUS III. 1.*

Put them in mind to be [fubjelt to principalities
and powers, to obey magifirates, and to be
ready to every good work.

) O underftand the reafon of this, and
l fuch-like admonitions, which fre-
quently occur in the apoftle’s writ-

ings, two things may be premifed :

I. That about the time of our Saviour
Chrift, there arofe one fudas of Galilee (who
is mentioned A##s v. 37.) preaching feditious
doétrines to the people, and teaching, (as St.
Ferom in his comment on my text obferves,)
That they ought to own no Sovereign Prince,
but God alone: and if they paid their tythes
to the prieft, they were difcharged from paying
tribute to the emperor. And upon this ac-
count it was (as St. Férom believed) that the
Pharifces afked our Saviour that captious que-
ftion, Is it lawful 10 give tribute to Cafar, or no ?
Matth. xxii. 17. Now to this account fna-
Safius Nicenus adds, that the followers of this
Judas were very numerous, and called by the

¥ In the firft edition of this volume, I had the
misfortune of printing the following difcourfe from
a very incorret copy ; but this is printed from the
true and genuine copy of the author,

Dame



232 The Pillars of PriEsTcrAFT

name of Galileans, and commonly looked upon
as men ill affeted to the Reoman government:
particularly, becaufe, when they offered facris
fice, -they refufed to make fupplication for the
emperor and people of Reme; upon which
account it is thought that Pilate, the Riman
deputy of Fudwa, came upon them whilft they
were facrificing, and putting them to the fiword,
mingled their bload with the blood of the facrifices 3
as you may read, Luke xiii, 1.

And from hence it was, that our Saviour
Chrift and his difciples were fufpected of fa.
vouring feditious doétrines, becaufe they came
out of Galilee, as is obferved by St. Chryfeftom,
in his twenty-third homily on the Romans,
wherein he faith, that great reports were {pread
abroad, as if the difciples were a factious,
feditious people, and defigning againft the
government. It muft alfo be confefled, that
many of the Fewr, who were converted to the
chriftian faith, were not fufficiently refpe&ful
to the higher powers which God’s providence
had fet over them : for which Mr. Calvin gives.
this reafon, Since the powers that were then in.
being oppofed themfelves to our Saviour Chrift,
they thought them unworthy of refpeét and
honour.

.

Now what hath been faid :concerning the
Galilean perfuafion, fhews the reafon why the
apoftles
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apoftles do fo frequently in their letters direct
the chriftian churches to loyalty, or a due
fubmiffion to magiftrates,

1. To clear themfelves from the falfe and
fcandalous imputation of having imbibed the
dottrine of Fudas the Galilean, And,

2. To undeceive all thofe that had been
perverted by that feditious do&riae.

II. The fecond thing I would premife, is,
That about the time when St. Paxl wrote this
epiftle, the people of Crete (which was Titus
his diocefs) were unruly and mutinous. Gro-
tius fays, that they were always a faflious
people ; and for that reafon St. Paul wrote to
Titus, their bithop, to put them in mind to be
Jubjecd to principalities and powers, to obey magi-
Sratesy and to be ready to cvery good work,

I. I thall take occafion from hence, Firft,
'To make a juft comment upon the text.

1I. To fet forth the reafons and grounds
upon which the apoftles founded their dotrine
of obedience to civil magiftrates. And,

III. To apply thefe reafons in conjunétion
with the occafion of this day’s humiliations’
And, ’

L. Firft,
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I. Firft, It may be obferved, that St, Paul
does not direét Titus to teach the do&rine of
civil obedience as a new thing, but only to
refreth their memories therewith, 1o put them
in mind, &c. For men cannot be fuppofed
ignorant of the ablolute neceflity of govern-
ment, to the defence and fupport of fociety;
which were, in effect, to fuppofe, that “twere
better to lead the lives of beafts than men,
and that the world were willing to lie under
the continual calamity of war and oppreffion,
filled only with a rout of fools and madmen.
*Twere to fuppofe every fingle perfon willing
to expofe himfelf to the uncontrolled world,
and bid defiance to the unbounded power,
rage, and malice of mankind. We cannot but
fee ourfelves linked together by common wantg
into public focieties, and that thefe focieties
cannot fubfift, unlefs they are upheld by the
power of government, whofe wifdom and
juftice muft appear‘by a due adminiftration of
good laws: and from hence we cannot but fee
a neceflity of principalities and powers, of fupe-
rior and inferior magifirates, without whom
laws can be neither made nor executed. From
whence ’tis very vifible, that fubjetion to a
good government is as much our intereft as it
is our duty. This was evident to the Pytha-
gorean {e&t of old, who would not fuffer the
blood of any creature to be fhed for their ufe,

but
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but yet allowed the fword of the magiltrate to
cut off malefaltors.

The following words in my text, are, Prin-
cipalities and Powers. Now the word in the
oviginal fignifying fomething which is prime
and principal, muft denote the fupreme efta-
blithed power, from whence inferior authori-
ties are derived, and is the fame with the
bgher powers meniioned Rom, xiii. 1. But
becaufe St. Panl fpeaks of principalities and
powers in the plural number, ’tis likely that he
alludes to the diftintion (which was fo com-
mon among the Romans) of the greater and
lefler powers, the former of which, during the
commonwealth, were the confuls, pretors, and
eenfors; all which powers, in St. Paal’s titne,
were velted in the emperor, and made up the
imperial dignity. The lefler powers were all
-thofe derived from hence, and were fubordinate
herevnto. And this diftlin&tion was fo nicely
obferved among the Romans, that Fulius Cefar
punifhed a tribune, becaufe he fuffered himfelf
to be ftiled one of the higher powers. Swueton.

But in the text it muft be obferved, that our
obedience becomes due, not only to the fu-
preme, but inferior authorities ; for the Cretans,
to whom Zitus preached the gofpel, were part of
a Roman province, governed by inferior officers,
deputed from Rome, who were the magiftrates

they
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they were exhorted to obey. For though the
+ fuperior and inferior powers differ greatly, if
compared among themfelves; yet, with refpet
to the fubje@s obedience, they are to be re-
garded alike ; fo that we cannot wilfully dif-
obey the inferior, without affronting the fo-
vereign authority. If then the Cretans would
obey the emperor, it muft be by fubmiffion to
the ordinances and officers which he had ap-
pointed to their ifland; and if they behaved
themfelves fuitably to thele magiftrates, they
difcharged their duty to the imperial power
which deputed them.

We fee that a Jarge family cannot be go-
verned by the perfonal prefence of the mafter,"
much lefs can an empire; fo that there will be
need to call in to the prince’s affiftance, fuch
perfons into whom he may diffufe fome meafure
of his political foul, and thereby unite them as
members to his own body politic; whereupon
they are to be treated as the hands, arms and
eyes of majefty: and hence Titus admonifhed
them, not only to be fubjedd to principalities and
powers, but to ebey magifirates.

II. The fecond thing T propofed to fpeak
to, were the reafons upon which the apoftles

grounded their dolrine of civil obedience;
which are two :

The
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. The one is given by St. Paul, who teaches,

That, every foul fb:uld be fubjec? ts the bigher
pwers, becaufe the magifirate is the minifler of
God to us for good, Rom. xiil. 1, 4.

The fecond reafon is given by St. Peter,
viz. becaufe all governments and governors
do arife from our own confent, Submit your-
Jebves (faith the apoftle) to every ordinance of
many fir the Lord’s [ake, whetter it be to the
king as fupreme, &c. Where note, That the
king is called the ordinance, or creature of
man, becaufe the fovereign power itfclf is
vefled in men, according to human compaét :
and from hence our fubjefion is urged by the
apoftle St. Puter, in his firf Epijtle, fecond
chaptery verfe 13.

1. To begin with St. Pau/’s argument, who
calls magiftracy a divine ordinance, becaufe of
the excellent ufe of it, whereby good magi-
frates refemble the divine power, wildom and
goodnefs, in fecuring to all men their rights
and properties ; in preferving the peace, health
and fafety of focieties, both with refpect to
body and foul, But to be more particular.

1. The prefervation of property was the firft
benefit for which magiftracy was defizned.  Now
~ yroperty is originally attained by the labour of
either body or mind ; for fuppofing the earth

to
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to have been common to its firft inhabitants,
it will follow that whoever took the pains to
cultivate any part of it, and lay up neceffary
flores for his ufe, had by this his induftry
made himfelf the true proprietor thereof.
And could we fuppofe this new proprietor to
be as well guarded, as that man we read of in
the Gofpel, who was well armed, and kept his
palace and goods in peace, yet it may likewife be
fuppofed, (as it there follows) that if a fironger
than be fhall come upon him, he will take from
bim all bis armour wherein be trufled, and divide
his fpoils.  And this uncertain condition of
property fhews the reafon of men’s uniting
into focieties, and fetting -up forms of govern-
ment, which is for mutual defence and prefer-
vation of property : and that, not only for the
benefit of the prefent polfeffars, but of future
generations. So that, what becomes a man’s
own, either by labour, gift or purchafe, may -
with fafety be enjoyed by himfelf, and alfo
conveyed down to his pofterity. "

2. Life and limbs are ours by the gift of
God. And thefe properties are liable to be
invaded and deftroyed: though they cannot
(like other goods) be transferred to the ufe of
the {poiler. And fince there is fo much vari-
ance and malice, pride and firife among man-
kind, what ill offices may not one man appre-
hend from another? But when deftru&irs

malice,
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malice, a fiend of hell, thall transform itfelf
into an angel of light, and perfuade men that
they are then infpired with the {pirit of God,
when they are poflefled by the Apolly:m, the
great enemy and deftroyer of mankind, when
under the pretence of religion itfelf, men fhall
exert their fharpeft malice, not only againft
the pofleffions and liberties, but againft the
lives of one another ; how great need is there
of the magiftrates interpofing power to difarm
them of their {piritual as well as carnal weapons
of warfare, to take away the ball of contention
from among them, and the power of evil-doing
from all contending parties? And,

3. In this the magiftrate is God’s minifter
to us for good, not only with refpeét to the
prefervation of our liberties and lives from de-
ftru&ion, but of our fouls from fin ; for whilft
this juft liberty, this natural right of worfhip-
ping God, according to that knowledge he
hath given us, is fupported by law, no man is
forced into hypocritical compliances, contrary
to the dire&tion of his conlcience, but every one
may worfhip the One True God in finglenefs
of heart; whereas on the other hand, if in
matters of religion, force be fuffered to take
the place of reafon, all religions will be alike,
and (as colours in the dark) undiftinguifhable.

And
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And although the magiftrate can beffow no
divine grace upon the fouls of men, yet whilft
by punithing vice, immoral practices are re.
ftrained, he prevents the overflowing of f{in in
a land. And if ceafing to do evil, be one
ftep towards learning to do well, whilft the
civil powers reftrain us from immoralities, they
turn us out of the broad way of perdition into
the paths of righteoufnefs and peace.

From hence then it appears, that they who are
wanting in their fubmiffion and affiflance to the
civil miniflry of God, are falfe to their own
interefly as well as that of their poflerity.
Whereas on the other hand, he who is ready
to every god work which may fupport this
divine miniftry to us for good, will be fure,
in the performance of his duty, to find his

account.

Let us then take a view of our goods and
chattels, houfes and lands, wives and children ;
let us confider the bleflings of health, fafety
and liberty: let us think how to preferve our
kves from deftru@lion, our fouls from fin:
whether we eat or drink, or fleep or wake,
or whatever we do with comfort or fafety,
we hereby difcover our continual obligation to
the good magiftrates care over us, whereby
we are put in mind 10 be fubjecl, &c.

2. The
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2. The other reafon of fubmiffion given by
St. Peter is, becaufe all governments and governors
arife from the peoples confent. They are the or-
dinances and appointments of men, the crea-
tures of human compa&. For we do not find
that God did appoint any form of pilitical govern=
ment for a pattern to be followed by any fociety
now in being upon the earth. We fee no fuch
rule in the book of nature; nor do we read in
fcripture of any particular polity prefcribed to
all, or any people, now imbodied in the world.
We read there, that all governments and go-
vernors are appointed by God’s providence, By
me kings reign, &c.  But we find no particular
adminiftration, no particular family, or fingle
perfon, now in being, ordained to government
by divine precept: but each magiftrate and -
magiltracy is left to the ordinance and appoint-
ment of thofe men who have joined themlelves
together in {ociety.

The great varicty we fee in civil government,
dhews, that they are all the effeéls of buman con-
trivance, and fuited to the feveral interefls of the
rofpective fcieties: thus the ancient charter of
the neighbouring city ¥, containing all thofe ufe-
ful and neceflary powers, by whlch fo great a
body is governed, Was it not the wife contri-
vance of their anceflors? And did it not re-
«ceive its eftablifhment from the principalities

VO L. IL M and

London,
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and powers of the realm ? the great charter of
the realm itfelf is no more than the wife ordi-
nance of our forefathers: and the dates of its
royal confirmations are ftill remaining among
us. And as feveral {maller focieties have their
free cuftoms diftinét from one another; foin
different nations there are various lodgments,
even of the fovereign power, which appear to
be the effedts of free-will; becaufe in every
rational government, fomexhing may be ob-
ferved which is peculiar and diffinguithing.

Furthermore, have we not feen the forms of
government, even in the fame nations changed
from what they formerly had been? as in
Sweden, France, and Denmark. And have not
our eyes beheld of late years, the legal form of
the Engli/b monarchy degenerated into tyranny,
and again recovered, through God’s blefling,
together with the courage and conduét of
the man of his own right hand, who by re-
floring our ancient liberties, juftly recom-
mended himfelf to the imperial crown of this
realm by the free conlent of the people ?

Nor was it otherwife of old, when Mofes
was by meeknefs and miracle recommended of
God to be the father of his country.  For tho’
by a divine power he wrought out Ifracl’s de-
liverance from Egypt by condufting them inta
the wildernefs, yet there was no form of go-

vernment
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‘vernment eftablithed among the tribes till Ferbro
made a vifit to his {on-in-law Aofes, to whofe
counfel it was owing that a found polity was fet
up in the land of Jfrael. Forinftead of the
whole burden of the government lying upon
Mofes, which Fethro told him was not good)
he dire@s him 2 provide out of all the people,
able men, fuch as fear Gudy men of truth, bating
covetoufnefs, and place fuch over them to be rulers
over thoujards, rulers of bundreds, rulers of fif~
gies and rulers of tensy and let them judge the
people at all feafons. And it fhall be (faith Fethro)
that every great matter they fhall bring unto thee,
but every fmall matter they fhall judge, Exod. xviii.
17> 21, 22. Thus the burden of the civil
government fhould fit ealy upon the governors,
and the people fhould receive a quick difpatch
of their affairs.

Mifes (as you read) follows this advice, and
joins himfelf with the tribes of Jfrac/ in the
choice of perfons fit for this adminiftration, as
will appear by comparing the 25th verfe of
the forecited chapter with the firft chapter of
Deuteronomy.  In the former verfe we read that
Mofes-chofe able men out of Urael and made them
heads over the people. But the latter place thews

that the people’s confent was had in the elec~
tion of thefe officers. For fo Mofes repeats tha.

circumftances of that a&ion, Deut. 1. 9, &5,
And I fpake unto pou at that time [aying, I am
M 2 not
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not able to bear you myfelf alome, &c. take ye
therefore wife men and underflanding, and known
among your tribes, and Iwill make them rulers
over you. From hence it appears.

1. That the old conftitution of Ifrael’s
government, was the contrivance of Fethro an
Heathen, and the magiftrates who were in the
adminiftration were chofen by the joint confent

of Mofes, and the people. And,

2. That no one perfon, though never fo
able, {o wife, and valiant as Aofes, is {ufficient
to govern a nation without the advice and joint
affitance of inferior magiftrates. Much lefs
fuch a man who hath no pretence to the fpirit
and character of this divine legiflator.

It has been thought by fome, that a great
congueror might form a civil government in a
conquer’d nation, without the confent of the

people by the fole power of his own will, .

And fuppofe it were fo, then that government,
would be an human ordinance, becaufe the
conqueror s but a man. But I deny it to be
poflible for any conqueror, though never fo
great, to make himfelf a king over any people
without their confent. For to let pafs wha:
our hiftories tell us of the m%tion;s which
followed the refpective conqueft of the Saxsns,
Lans, and Normaus, before they erefted any

form
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form of government in this land. Let us fup-
pofe that a great general, with a powerful
foreign army, fhonld fo far over-run a nation
that the people thereof could not be able to
make any confiderable refiftance; in fuch a
cale the relations of lord and flave are atually
introduced by the conqueft. The conquerors
are lords and the natives flaves: but then this
ftate is a ftate of war flill, but no political or
* civil conftitution. The ablolute lrd and his
flave are as yet, upon no civil terms with one
another, no obligations have as yet paffed be-
tween them, but they are both left to their
own wills ; and if the lord may take away the
life of his (lave, the {lave is under no obligation
of dealing otherwife with his lord. So that if
this great general intends to rule in peace over
the conquer’d people he will find himfelf con-
ftrained to enter into fome terms of compact
with them, upon which they are willing to
accept him for the head of their government,
and oblige themficlves to obey him. But put
the cafe that a nation, to avoid prefent de-
firu&tion, would confent to make themfelves
legal flaves, this can no more oblige them than
an honeft man is bound to keep promife with a
barbarous highwayman ; for iniquity cannot be
eftablithed by a law, much lefs can it bind
pofterity, of whofe lives and liberties they had
no right to difpofe. And confequently, they
M3 may
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juftly reflore themfelves to a ftate of freedom,
whenever they are able.

And if a mighty canqueror cannot attain a
¢ivil power over a conquer’d people withoue
their confent, how fhall he obtain it over his
ewn conquering nation, without their free
concurrence ? Did this vi€torious people leave
their native country, with all the liberties they
enjoyed therein, to follow their chicf into a
foreign land, wherein they hoped to find 2
better fettlement for themfelves and pofterity ;.
would they indure all the hardfhips of war,
and by their {weat and blood purchafe an in-
tire conqueft that they might be reduced to
the miferable condition of the conquer’d people?
that is, to become flaves to their general. I
allow, that this chief may by the help of his
own people, make himfelf owned by the con-
quered upon advantageous terms.,  But by
what invifible power fhall he gain to be (I will
not-fay abfolute mafter but even) the civil head
over his new fettled colony ? 1t can be nothing
clfe but their own free confent which can inveft
him with a political headfhip over them,
And then, how great reafon have they to pay
a due fubmiffion to that ordinance which them-
fclves have made, and to fubmit to principalities
and powers which were their own appointment,
and for their own benefit ?

HL Haviug
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HI. Having thus fet forth the apoftolical
grounds of civil obedience, I crave leave to
make fome improvement of them: firft by way
of general application, for to infift on the difmal
effects of this day’s tragedy (with which you
have been annually acquainted all your lives)
would be {uperfluous labour. And therefore [
fhall rather endeavour 10 offer fome cautions
which may probably prevent the Lke mifbicfs for
the future. But,

1//. The apoftolical reafons of obedience
being duly confidered, may ferve to allay the
fears and jealoufies of fome good men, who
have conceived, that a national government
hath not {o fure a foundation as is neceffary, if
it be only bottomed upon human compalt:
becanfe mens minds being fubje@ to frequent
alterations, all governments will, as they think,
be very unfteady.

And it muft be acknowledged, that in all
dubious matters, wherein the judgment cannot
come to a determinatiocn, the minds of men
will be unfettled.  So likewife in fialler mat-
ters, fcarce worthy of ferious deliberation,
men will aét differently. Nay, in matters of
moment, fome men may {uffer themfelves to be
carried away by unaccountable capricio’s: but
yet none of thefe things can any ways endanger

M g4, a.
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a conflitution fettled upon the foundations
before mentioned.

Firfl, Becaufe a good government is a matter
of {o neceffary importance, that no man in his
wits can doubt, whether he fhall concur to its
fupport or not.  And

Secondly, The cempalt by which all governors
are introduced, is evermore folemn and deliberate
and attended wizh the firangcfl tye to the fovereign
power by which tis poffible for a man to ratify
the folenn obligations be has contraéted. For fuch
a bond is, The oath of the Lord ; by which the
allegiance of the fubjet is confirmed. And if
a deliberate compaé, freely entered into, upon
the wifeft and ftrongeft motives of advantage,
confirmed by folemn oaths and promifes, be
not a fufficient eftablithment, ’tis hard to fay
what is fuch. And notwith{tanding fome men
may f{uffer themfelves to be carried away from
a ufeful and neceffary eftablithment, by rea-
{onings contrary to the general ftream of a
nation, it cannot be prefumed that the number
and abilities of fuch men will ever be fufficient
to unhinge any tolerable adminiftration of a
government thus eftablithed.

Indecd, nothing but an ablolute neceflity,
and fuch as is vifible in an extraordinary man-
ner, will be effe¢tual to work a change in any

fettled
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fettled conftitution, fuch an one, as renders
mankind fully fatisfied, without the lealt re-
maining fcruple, that the government then in
being, is not the ordinance of God to them
for good.

2. From what hath been faid it alfo appears,
That no man’s pretence to the member/bip of any
pure apoflolic church, can excufe, much lefs war-
rant bis difaffection to that government which
God’s providence and man’s confent have fet over @

people for their good,

I fpeak this to take away that fcandal which
fome have endeavoured to fix upon the church
of England; as if fhe had laid any obligation
upon her fons, in oppofition to the prefent
conftituticn : whereas the contrary truth is felf-
evident. For does not our church, in her fixth
article, receive all the books of the New Tefta-
ment, as they are commonly received, and ac-
count them canonical ? Is not my text part of
that canon ? And are not all our bithops and
clergy thereby obliged, as much as T7rus was,
to put their hearers in mind of their fubjection
1o principalities and powers ? Or can we pretend
to be members of an apoftolical church, if we
carry ourfelves unfeemly toward fuch a govern-
ment, whofe adminiftration directly tends to
our common good, and was alfo our own ordi-

Mg nance
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nance and dppointment, which. are the apoftow
Yical reafons, of civil obedience?

I fpeak not this, as if by virtue of the mi-
nifterial fun&ion we could pretend' to-preferibe
forms of civil government to nations, to de--
termine the regalia of princes, or the fubordi-
nate powers of inferior magiftrates.. The baok:
of God does not furnith us with abilities for- -
this work, much lefs require it of us. It in-
jpins. us to.make peace among, our neighbours,.
by endeavouring to incline mens minds to a:
peaceable temper; but it does not enable us to-
judge the leaft point of legal right which is in.
controverly between. them; much lefs. does it
teach us to determine the rights, titdes er
powers of princes and magiftrates ; but yet it
€nj0ins. us- to put men in.mind. 10°be ready 1o every -
good work, which may. contribute. to {fupport a.
good government,

Thirdly, From the do&rine alteady fet forth,
in conjunélion with the misfortunes of that
fovereign prince which we are this day called.
to remembrance, arifeth matter. of: caution to.
two forts of people,

Fir/l, To all thole who have the honour to-
fhare the public adminiftration, that they make
it their,equal care that the government which.
at prefent we enjoy, may be always the miniflry.

f
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f God 10 us for good. For fuch-an adminiftration,
applies the text in the moft fenfible manner,
convincing every one that he ought to be /uje?
to principalities and powers, to obey magifirates,
and to be ready to every good work,

It is well known, that the chara&erof a.
good prince is raifed fo high in the.Holy Scrip- -
ture, that fuch are called Gods upon carth; to.
admonith. them of that continual overflowing
kindnefs, that-univerfal beneficence, that tender
care and. concern for their peoples welfare,.
which- their high office requires. And from.
the Scriptares we are alfo informed, that the
kind providences of God are immediately con--
veyed to men by. his holy angels, who are.
therefore called miniflring fpirits, Hebrewsi. 14.
and are moft efpecially employed in works of-
deliverance.. By their means Lot was delivered-
out of Sidsm, Ifaac from the arm that was.
firetched forth to make him a facrifice, [frael:
was conduéted through the wildernefs to Ca-
naan, Elijab delivered from famine, and at laft:
carried from earth to heaven. By their means.
Daniel was delivered from the lions, and the.
three Ifracelites from the fiery furnace, Thefe.
were the heralds who firft publifhed: the re-.
demption of the world. by our Saviour Jefus.
Chrift, who likewile delivered Peter from his
chaios, Paul and Silas from their imprifonment,

M6 Whereby.
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Whereby a pattern is fet up to the miniflry of
a great and good prince; who are hereby di-
refed to cultivate and adorn that deliverance
which their Great Mafler hath wrought out
for his people.

Firft, By the being meflengers and pro-
moters of thofe methods which may for ‘ever
hereafter fecure our liberties from danger of
relapfe.

Secondly, By a diligent aveiding of all thofe
methods by which the glory of former princes
has been eclipfed, and the hearts of their
people alienated from them.

The {ubordinate minifltry is the vifible ma-
jelty of the king, whereby he is made known
to his people, and more efpecially in time of
peace ; for, though during a war, the perfonal
courage and conduct of a great prince is made
very pablic, whillt his perfon is expofed to
the view of multitudes; yet when peace fhall
reftore him to a more private ftate of life, his
perfonal endowments, though never fo illuftrious
in themfelves, cannot become vifible to the
body of a people, any other way than by the
conftant care and condu&, the great diligence
and public fpirit of thofe to whom he hath
committed the truft of his people’s welfare :
The want of this neceffary concern for putlic

good,
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good, did, in fome meafure, affift in bringing
on that tragical fcene, which is this day com-
memorated. As ’tis commonly feen, that men
in a private condition of life are reduced to
great miferies, by the male adminiftration of
thofe to whom they had committed their pri-
vate trufts,

But when a public miniflry thall join together
hearts and hands, only to promote the public
weal, without the leaflt defign of warping the
princes faveur towards any one party of men,
which like the light of the fun, and breathings
of the air, is defigned for common comfort and

refrefhment, no jealoufies, fears or difaffedtions

JeeiQuiile; 102 QI QIaLICCI0N0s

can arife; "twill then be impoffible for the moft
wicked and malicious to difturb the public
peace, but the king’s throne will be ¢fablifbed

in righteoufnefs, .md the voige of the pesple will
be, O king live for ever.

Secondly, A fecond caution affe@s all thofe
who are concerned for the body of the eapt'e,

that they let flip no opportu

N .
nity wherein 4;
O opporiunily wacrdin pu

advavtag are oﬁ'red to them. The fupreme
eis

:

...

magiftrate is the greateft mingfler of God to us
j’x‘??‘ gé"‘)d. but God himfelf is not WOt to €n-

force his kindnefs upon us; but expes?s our own
concurrence for our own behorf : and when a gra-

cious prince fhall make it appear, both by

words and fac?s, that he cannot bave any Jeparate

interefd
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intereft from that of his peaple 5 when he (hews.
himfelf ready to every good work which is effermed
beneflcial to his pesple 5 though his compliance -
therewith may be complicated with fome cir-
cumftances of felf-denial, ’twould be a matter.
of fad refleCtion, if the public weal fhould not
be improved by the advantages which /o good
and gracicus an inclination adminiflers unts as.
An unanimous confent in any matter of pablic
bencfir will certainly procure it. To kmw what
is good for us, isto attain it

There is alfo one rule which our Saviour
Chrift has left with us, tending to the im-
provement of knowledge, which when reduced
to pratice, will fuffer no man to be jgnorant
of what is good and fit to be dome; *tis only to-
carry a fingle eye about us, according ro what
is faid, Manh. vi. 22. The light of the bady is
the epe, if therefore thine eye be fingle, thy whole
body fhall be jull of light: if the eye of a man.
be carried on fingly (without any biafling
affeftion) toward either public or private good,
he will certainly difcover the good which he
looked for. But if in the fearch after public
weal, any private by-ends be aimed at; if a.
fentment againft any pe fims or parties, fhall
over-rule; if either the admiration or difefteem.
of others, fhall incline men to refufe giod pro-
wifions, or embrace fufpicicus propofals; if any

thing



and OrTRODOXY Jodken. 255,

thing befides a fincere defire to promote the pub-
lic weal, fhall bear {way in a pablic coancil, *tis
ro ftrange thing if darénefs fhall be called /ghr,
and /light dariknefs..

It mayalfo be obferved, that amangt the
many qualifications which have recommended
our holy religion, no one has more forced its
way among ferious and confidering men, than
#s being fo admirably adapted to the happinefs of
mankind, and the good of focieties.

Unbelievers have denied its miracies, and its
myflcries have been difputed and derided: by
Jeeptical and profane men.  But the greateft op- ~
pofers of the chriftian name, can neither deny
nor difpute the seal tendency of mecknefs, mo-
deration, punétual juftice, and univerfal good- willy
to make men live well one with another, doing
to others as we would bave them to do te us, and
loving our wery enemiés, leave no room eicher for
private oppreffion, or public difturbance. The
{pirit of this religion will not fuffer us to per-
petuate animofities, or carry on {ufpicions toe
far: to think that men who have once been in
the wrong, can never be convinced, never re-
pent of their errors: ’twill fuffer no fufpicions.
to hinder from a due confideration of any pro-
pofuls in behalf of public giod, from whatever
quarter they may come: where the fingle eye is
thus direted in a flrait line towards the public

3, weal,
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weal, the whole body of fuch a council will be
Sull of light, whereby they will certainly dif-
cover the things which belong . to our peace.
Thefe things can never be hid, when a prince
and people are thus in queflt of them.

God forbid therefore, That this day of fo-
lemn bumiliation fhould be made ufe of to flatter
princes with notions of arbitrary power, by draw-~
ing any conclufions from the ancient gov.rnmcnt of
God's peculiar pesple, which may colour over
madern tyranny ¥,

God forbid! That the Reman imperial
power in the hands of Claudius or Nero,
fhould be owned as God’s miniftry, under
which the apoflles of Chrift foffered martyr-
dom. To entertain people with the melan-
choly thoughts of fetters and chains, which
when laid vpon them by ill princes, yet they
muft not endeavour to remove under penalty
of eternal damnation, tends only to exafperate
human nature, and make way for fuch another
day of humiliation as that we are now cele-
brating : which, may divine goodnefs, for ever
prevent! God forbid, that this day fhould be
made ufe of to continue heats and animofities

* From the beginning of this paragraph, to the
end of the fermon, there appears the mafterly hand
of Mr. Trenchard, the author’s friend, who wrote

this fhining conclufion.
among
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among us, which ought long fince to have
"been buried in oblivion. Efpecially when the
tragical {cene of this day, was not then the a&t
of the whole nation; and few {petators of it,
fcarce any actors in it, are now remaining.

But fince the condition of the greatelt men
upon earth is {ubjett to fuch fatal cataftrophes,
as that was which this day brings to mind; I
cannot but lament the unhappy fate of thofe
princes who are born in purple, and bred in
luxury; encompafled with flatterers, and fo
intoxicated with the gaudy ornaments of power,
as to forget the end for which they were ele-
vated, and made gods upon earth. They little
confider that this greatnefs is fupported by the
inheritance of the gentleman, the hazard of the
merchant, and the fweat of the labourer ; who
readily contribute out of their fmall ftock to
fupport a government they themfelves have fet
up. Who are contented to part with their

" natural liberty to thofe who formerly (it may
be) were their equals, for their common good
and prote&tion; which is the only end of go-
vernment. A duoe refle®tion hereon would
make them firft of all adore the goodnefs of
God whofe provndencc hath {o diftinguithed
them, and alfo love and cherith that fociety
of men, who hath raifed them to fo high a
ftatton, and fubmitted themfelves and their

fortunes,
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fortunes, in a great meafure, to their dif-
cretion. Then the world would fee the beft
men in the higheft places, fenates in authoritys
magiftrates in efteem, and the temple of virtue
the only paffage to that of honour. Am~
bition and corruption will be out of counte-
nance, and the world will triumph in an vn-
difturbed felicity, The prince will be bappy
in the reverence and efteem of his people, and
the people fafe in the generofity of the prince.

All this and more we may expett from his
majefty’s moft happy reign, who was not (like
others) nurfed up in flartery, but tafted early
of the cup of afflition, that his greatnels
might be owing to his own courage, virtue
and integrity, and not the uncertain gift of
fortune. Wile by nature, improved by early
adverfity, and confummated By long experience
in afl the paths of greatnefs; a prince loved
and obeyed by his own fubjets, honoured
by bis allies, dreaded by his enemies, and will
be admired by late pofterity.

Nor de I here infift upon his great perform-
ances in the art of war, in which other princes.
have had their fhare, and are often themfelves
the wretched trophies, erefted upon the tears
‘of miferable men. But in his early years, to.
reftore his native country, and fince that, the
liberties of three moft potent nations, are

glories.
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glories peculiar to himfelf, and cannot be
equalled by the exploits of the moft renowned
chiefs, either of the Afyrian, Grecian, or Roman:
monarchs  And to confummate all the felicity
that can happen to mortal man, it hath been a
particular honour referved by -providence for
him alone, that as wherever he fet his foot,
flavery fled before him like a phantom, fo in
his dominions and under his protellion, are
almoft all the remains of liberty now known in
the world,

Not that I fpeak this, or any thing elfe T
bave here faid, for your information, (for 1
know from what homourable affembly 1 ought to
receive inftruction) but as my text direted
me, for your remembrance.
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The following advertifement, prefixed to the
original edition, is here preferved.

AE author of this dijeourfe has been credibly ine
Sformedy that fome perjons both formery and lately,
bave auvrote either at,or abut bim———or fome bing 3
(e cannot well tell what ) in the common neaws-papers,
avbich he does not often vead.  He therefore, takes this
opportunity to affure the Weriters of that rank, and in
that form, ouce for all, thot they may flander him as
much as. they pleafe, without his wmotice, and, very
probably, awithout his knoawledge. Bur of any perfon
“of common fenfe and common honefty, Ball con=
defcend to amimadvert in a different wway, upon any
thing awhich be has pubiifbed, be nay depend upon ha -
ing all proper regard fhewn to bim,

J M,




P R E F A C E

HE enfuing difecourfe is the loft of three upon

the fame fubject, with fome little alterations and
additions. It i5 heped that but few will think the
Jubject of it an improper one to be difeourfidon in the
pulpity under a nition that that is preaching politics,
inflead of CHRIST. However, to remove all
prejudices of this furty I beg it may be remembired,
that << all feripiure——is profitable fur docirine, for
repro/f Sfor CORRECTION, for infiruciion
n rzg/)tengfnzfs* ? Why, then fbould not thofe
parts of [eripture, which relate to civil government,
be examined and explained from the defby as well
as others 2 Qbedience to the civil magifirate, is a
chriftian duty : and if fo, why fbauld not the na-
ture, grounds and extent of it be confidered in a
chriflian affembly 2 Befides, if it be faid, that it is
out cf charalter for a chriffian minifler to meddle
with fuch a [ubjeity this cenfure will at laf} fall
upon the holy apafiles.  They write upon it in their
epifiles to chriftian churches : and furely it cannot
be deemed either criminal or impertinent, to attempt
an explanation of their dofirine.

It was the near approach of the Thirtieth of
January, that turned my thoughts to this fubjel? :
anwhich folemnity the flavith doctrine of paffive obe-
dience and nim-refiffance, is often warmly affirted ;

* 2 Pet. iii. 16,
and
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and the diffenters from the eflablfbed church, re-

prefentedy not only as fehifmatics, (with more of
triumph than of iruth, and of chaler than chrifti-
anity) but alfa as perfons of [editicusy traiterous
and rebellious principles—GOD be thanked one
may, in any part of the Britifh dominions, [peak
freely (if a decent regard be paid to thofe in au-
thority) both of government and religion 5 and
even give fome broad hints, that he is engaged on
the fide of liberty, the BIBLE and commun finfe,
in oppofition to tyranny, PRIEST-CRAFT and
non-fenfe, withut being in danger either of the
Raftile or the Inquifition :—Though there will al-
ways be {ome interefled politicians, contraéted bi-
gotsy and bypocritical zealots fir a partys to take

offence at fuch freedoms. 'Their cenfure is praife :
‘Their praife is infamy—A [pirit of domination is
always to be guarded againft both in chuwrch” and
Satey, even in times of the greatefl fecurity 5 fuch
as the prefent is amongft US ;5 at leaft as 1o the
latter. T hofe nations who are nyw groaning under
the iron feeptre of tyranny, were once free. So they
might, probably, have remained, by a feaonable
precaution againfl defj otic meafures. Civil tyranny
is ufually fmall in its beginning, like * the drop
4 of a bucket*,” til] at length, like a m'ghty tor-
rent, or the mighty raging of the fea, it bears
down all before ity and diluges whale countries and
empires. Thus it is as to ecclefiaflical tyranny alfo,

* Ifaiah xi. 13, .
—li2
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—the moft cruely intoleratle and impiousy of any.
From fmall beginnings, *“ it exalts itfelf above all
¢ that is called GOD and that is wo fhipped *.”
People have no ficu ity againft being unmercifu'ly
prieft-ridden, but ly keeping all imperious BI-
SHOPS, and ot"er CLERGYMEN who love to
< Jord it over G:d's kerizage,” from gesting their
foot inta the ftirrup at al'. Let themn be once fairly
mounted, and their ¢ beafls, the lai y+,” may
praace and flounce about to ns purpsfe: and they
wi'ly at length, be fo jaded and hacked by theje
reverend jockies, that they will not even have
{pirits ensugh to complain, that their backs are
galled ; or, like Balaam’s afs, to ¢ rebuie the
¢ madnefs of the prophet 1.

«« The,myflery of inijuity began to work | even
in the days of fome of the apofiles. But the kinge
dim of Autichrift was then, in one refpelt, like
the kingdom of heaven, however diffireat in all
o 'hers.—It was % as a grain of muftard feed }.”
This grain was fown in 1taly, that fruitful field :
And tha it were < leaft of all feeds,” it foon be-
came a mighty tree. It bhas ling fince overfpread
and darkened the griatefl part of Chriftendom, /o
that we may apply to it what is faid of the tree
which Nebuchadnezzar fow in bis vifion—* The
< heighth thereof reached unto heaven, and the
<< fi. bt thereof to the ent of all the earth—And

* 2 Thef.ii. 4. + Mr. Leflie. 1 2 Pet.ii. 16,
{ 2 Theflii. 7. 4 Mat il 31,
VOL. IL N «“ THE
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“«« THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD have fba-

“ dow under it.” Tyranny lrings ignorance and
brutality along with it. It degrades men from
their juft rank, into the clafs of brutes, It damps
their fpirits. It fuppreffes arts. It extinguifbes
every [park of noble ardor and generofity in the
breafts of thofe who are enflaved by it. It makes
naturally flrong and great minds, peeble and little ;
and triumphs over the ruins of virtue and huma-
nity, This is true of tyranny in every fhape. There
can be nothing great and good, where its influence
reaches. For which reafon it becomes every friend
20 truth and bhuman kind 3 every lover of God and
2he chriftion religion, to bear a part in oppofing
this bateful monfler. It was a defire to contribute
a mite towards carrying on a war againft his
common enemy, that produced the following dif-
courfe. And if it ferue, in any méafurt, to keep
up a fpirit of civil and religous liberty amongf?
usy my end is anfwered. There are wvirtuous
and candid men in all feids; all fuch are to be
" gfteemed: There are aljo vicious men and bigots
in all feéts ; and all fuch ought to be defpifed.

< Towirtue only, and her friends, a friend ;

s¢ The world befide may murmur or commend.

« Know, all the diftantdin that world can keep

& Rolls o’ermy grotto, and butfooths my fleep.”
POPE.

JoNATHAN MAYHEW,
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ROM. XIIf. 1-—8.

1. Let everyfoulbe fubjec? unto the higher powers.
Fur there is no power but of God : the powers that
bey are ordained of God.

2. Whofoever thorefore refifteth the power, re-
- Jifteth the ordinance of God : and they that refift,
Sball receive to themfelves damnaticn. ,

3. For raulers are not a terror to good works, but
2o the evil.  Wilt thou then nat be afraid of the
power 2 do that which is goody and thou fhalt have
praife of the fame :

4. For be is the minifler of God to thee for good.
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid 5 for he
beareth nit the fword in vain : for be isthe minifler
of God, a revenger, toexecute wrath an bim that
doth evil,

5. WWherefore ye mufi needs be fubjecty not only for
wrath, but alfo for confiience fake.

6. For, fir this caufe pay you tribute alfa : for
they are God’s miniflers, attending continually upon
this very thing.

7. Render therefore 1o all their dues : tribute to
tohom tribute is due 5 cuffom, towhomcuflom ; fear,
to wh.m fear 5 honour, to whom honour,

ment may properly fall under a moral and
religious confideration, at leaft fo far forth

as it relates to the general nature and end of
magiltracy, and to the grounds and extent of
N 2 that

IT is evident that the affair of civil govern-
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that {ubmiflion, which perfons of a private cha-
ralter oughe to yield to thole who are vefted
with aathoiity.  This muft be allowed by all
who acknowledge the divine original of chrifii-
anity. For although there be a fenfe, and a
very plain and important fenfe, in which
Chrift’s #'ngdinr is not of this world * 5 his in-
fpired apoftles have, neverthelefs, laid down
fome general principles concerning the office of
civil rulers, and the duty of fubjetts, together
with the reafon and obligation of that duty,
And from hence it follows, that it is proper
for all who acknowledge the authority of Jefus
Chrift, and the inflpiration of his apoltles, to
endeavour to underftand what is in fa& the
doftrine which they have delivered concerning
this matter. It is the duty of chriffian ma-
giftrates to inform themlelves what it is which
their religion teaches concerning the nature and
defign of their office.  And it is equally the
duty of all chiftiun people to inform themfelves
what it is which their religion teaches con-
cerning that {ubje@tion which they owe to the
higher powers. It is for thefe reafons that I
have attempted to examine into the {cripture-
account of this matter, in order to lay it before
you with the {ame freedom which I conftantly
ufe with relation to other dofirines and pre-
cepts of chiiftianity ; not doubting but you

* J ho xviii 35, |
will
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will judge upon every thing offered to your
confideration, with the fame {pirit of freedom
and /il erty with which it is poten.

The paffage read, is the moft fu!l and exprefs
of any in the new-teftament, relating to rulers
and (ubje@s: and therefore I thought it pro-
per to grcund upon it, what I bad to propofe
to you with reference to the authority of the
civil magiftrate, and the fubjection which is
due to him. But before I enter upon an ex-
planation of the feveral parts of this paffage, it
will be proper to obferve one thing, which may
ferve as a key to the whole of it.

It is to be obferved, then, that there were -
fome perfons amongft the chriffians of the
apoftolic age, and particularly thofe at Rome,
to whom St. Parl is here writing, who fedi-
tioufly dilclaimed a// fubjetion to civil autho-
rity ; refufing to pay taxes, and the dutles laid
upon their traffick and merchandize ; and who
fcrupled not to fpeak of their rulers, without
any due regard to their office and character.
Some of thefe turbulent chrifliars were conver:s
from judaifm, and others from pagen fin.  The
Fews in general had, long before this time,
taken up a ftrange conceit, that being the pe-
culiar and elef? people of God, they were there-
fore exempted from the jurifdiQion of any

N 3 heathes
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heathen princes or governors, Upon this ground
it was, that fome of them, during the public
miniftry of our bleffed faviour, came to him
with that queftion—17s it lawful to give tribute
untg Ceefar or not *? And this notion many
of them retained after they were profelyted to
the chriflian faith. As to the gentile converts,
fome of them grofly miftook the nature of that
liberty which the gofpel promifed ; and thought
that by virtue of their fubjettion to Chrift, the
only kKing and head of his church, they were
wholly freed from fubje€lion to any other prince;
as though Chrift’s ingdom bad been of this world,
in fuch a fenfe as to interfere with the civil
powers of the earth, and to deliver their {ub-
jefls from that allegiance and duty, which
they before owed to them. Of thefe vifi
onary Chriflians in general, who difowned fub-
jeflion to the civil powers in being where they
refpe@ively lived, there is mention made in fe-
veral places in the new-teftament: The A-
poftle Peter in particular, charaerizes them in
this manner—rhem that—defpife government—
prefumptucus are they, felf-willed, they are not
afraid to [peak evil of dignities+. Now it is
with reference to thele doting Chriffians, that
the apofile fpeaks in the paffage before us,
And 1 fhall now give you the fenfe of it ina

* Matt, xx¥, 17. 1 2 Pet i, 10,
para-
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paraphrafe upon each verfe in its order, defiring
you to keep in mind the charaéter of the per-
fons for whom it is defigned, that fo, as I go
along, you may fee how juft and natural this
addrefs is ; and how well {uited to the circum-
flances of thofe againft whom it is levelled.

The apoftle begins thus—Let every foul *
be fubjest unto the bigher powers; + for there is
no power || but of God : the powers that be | are

% Every foul. 'This is an bebraifm, which fig-
nifies every man; fo that the apofle does not ex-
empt the c/er,y o fuch as were endowed with the
gift of prophecy, or any other miraculous powers
which fubfifted in the church at that day. And by -
his ufing the bebreww idiom, it feems that he had the
Jewifb converts principally in his eye.

+ The higher powers: more literally, the ower-
ruling-poavers : which term extends to all civil ralers
in common.

| By power, the apoftle intends not lawlefs frength
and brutal force, without regulation or proper di-
re&ton ; but jult autbority; for fo the word here
ufed properly fignifies. There may be power where
there is no authorizy. No man has any authority to
do what is wrong and injurious, though he may have
power to do it.

T The poavers that be : thofe perfons who are in
fa& vefted with authority ; thofe who are in pof-
fefion.  And who, thofe are, the apoftle leaves
Chriltians to determine for themfelves; but who
ever they are, they are tobe obeyed.

N4 ordained
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ordaned f God*, ver. 1. q. d. ¢ Whereas
“ fome profefled Chriftians vainly imagine, that
< they are wholly excufed from all manner of
*“ duty and fubjettion to civil authority, re-
*¢ fufing to honcur their rulers, and to pay
¢ taxes; which opinion is not only unrea-
¢ fonable in itfelf, but alfo tends to fix a laft-
‘¢ ing reproach upon the chriflian name and
¢ profeflion, I now, as an apoftle and ambaf-
- ¢ {ador of Chrilt, exhort every one of you, be
** he who he will, to pay all duriful fubmiffion
“ to thofe who are vefted with any civil office.
¢ For there is, properly {peaking, no autho-
¢« rity but what is derived from God, as it is
*“ only by his permiffion and providence that
*any poffefs it.  Yea, I may add, that all
*¢ ¢ivil magiftrates, as fuch, although they
< may be buathens, are appointed and ordained
“of God. For it is certainly God’s will, that

#* QOrdained of God : as it is not without God’s
provicence and permiffion, that any are clothed with
anthority 5 and as itisagrecable to the pofitive will
and purpofe of God, that there thould be fime per-
J ns vefled with authority for the good of fociety ¢
rot that ary rulers have their commiflion immedi-
ately from God the fupreme Lord of the univerfe.
I¥ any affert that kings, or any other rulers, are or-
¢ain-d of God in the latter fenfe, it is incambent up-
on them to fhew the commiffinn which they fpeak
of, under the broad feal of heaven. And when they
do this, they will, no doubt, be believed.

fo
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¢ {o ufeful an inftitution as that of magiftracy,
“ fhould take place in the world, for the
“ good of civil fociety.” The apoftle pro-
ceeds—Whocver, therefere refifleih the puwer,
refifieth the ordinance of God; ond they that re-
SR fhall receive to thamfilves damnation, ver. 2.
q. d. ¢ Think not, therefore, that ye are guilt-
¢¢ lefs of any crime or fin againlt God, when
“ ye falioully difobey and refit the civil au-
¢¢ thority. For magiftracy and government
‘¢ being, as I have faid, the ordinance and ap-
<« pointment of God, it follows, that to refift,
¢ magiftrates in the execution of their offices,
“ is really to refift the will and ordinance of
¢ God himfelf: and they who thus refift,
¢ will' accordingly be punithed by God for
“ this fin in common with others.” The
apoftle goes on—For rulers are nit a terror 1o
good works, but to the evil*. Wilt theu then,

* For rulers are not a terror to good avorks, but to
the evil. It cannot be fuppofed that the apoftle de-
figns here, or in any of the fucceeding verfes, to
give the true charaller of Nero, or any other civil
powers then in being, as if they were in fa& fuch
perfons as he defcribes, a terror to- evil works only,
and not to the good. For fuch a charalter did nat

long to them ; and the apoftle was no fycophant .
or parafite of power, whatever fome of his pre-.
tended fucceflors have been. He only tells what-
rulers would be, provided they-ated up to- to their:
charaéter and office. )
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not be afraid of the power 2 Do that which is
good, and thou fbalt have praife of the fame. For
be is the minifier of God to thee for good, ver. 3d,
and part of the 4th. g.d. ¢ That you may
¢ fee the truth and juftnefs of what I affert,
“ (viz. that magiftracy is the ordinance of
¢ God, and that you fin againft him, in oppo-
¢ fing it,) confider that even pagan rulers, are
< not, by the nature and defign of their offices
¢ enemies and a terror to the good and vig-
¢ tuous actions of men, but only to the in-
¢ jurious and milchievous to fociety. Will ye
¢ not, then, reverence and honour magiftracy,
¢t when you fee the good end and intention of
< it? How can ye be fo unreafonable ? Only
“ mind to do your duty as members of fociety ;
< and this will gain you the applaufe and fa~
¢ vour of all good rulers. For while you do
<¢ thus, they are, by their office, as minifters of
¢ God, obliged to encourage and proteét you 3
« it is for this very purpofle that they are
¢« clothed with power.,” The apoftle fub-
joins But if thou do that which is evil,
be afraid, fir he beareth not the fword in vain,
For he is the m'nifler of Gody a revenger, to
execute wrath upon bim that doth evil*, ver. g,

latter

# Tt is manifeft that when the apofile fpeaks of
it, as the office of civil rulers, to encourage what is
gpod, and to punifh what is evi; he fpeaks only 95
) ivi
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latter part. q. d. ¢ But upon the other
¢ hand, if ye refufe to do your duty as
< members of fociety; if ye refufe to bear
¢ your part in the fupport of government;
“if ye are diforderly, and do things whicl
¢ merit civil chaftifement, then, indeed, ye
¢ have reafon to be afraid. For it is not iz
““vain that rulers are vefted with the power
¢ of infliting punithment. ‘They are by their
¢ office, not only the minifters of Ged for

tivil good and evil. They are to confult the good
of fociety as fuch; not to di&ate in religious con-
cerns ; not to make laws for the government of
men’s confciences ; and to infli&t civil penalties for
religious crimes, It is fufficient to overthrow the-
dodtrine of the authority of the civil magiftrate, in
affairs of a fpiritual nature, (fo far as it is built upon:
any thing which is here faid by St. Paul, or upon
any thing elfe in the new-teftament) only to ob-
ferve, that all the magiftrates then in the world were-
beathen, implacable enemies to chriftianity : fo that
to give them authority in religious matters, would:
have been, in effet, to give them authority to ex-
tirpate the chriftian religion, and to eftablifh the
idolatries and fuperflitions of paganifm. And can
any one reafenably fuppofe, than the apoffle hiad any
intention to extend the authority of rulers, beyond
concerns merely civil and political, to the over-
throwing of that religion which: he Kimfelf was fo:
zealous in propagating ! But it is natural for thofe,
whofe religion cannot be fupperted upon the foot.
ing of reafon and argument, to have recourfe to-
power and force, which will ferve a Bad' caufe as
well as a good one ; and indeed much better.

N 6 &4 gm
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¢ good to thofe that do well; but allo his
# minifters to revenge, to difcountenance and
punifh thofe that are unruly, and injurious
 to their neighbours.” The apoftle pro-
ceeds — Wherefore ye mufl needs be fubject not
only for wrath, but alfo for confeience fake,
ver, 5. q. d. “ Since therefore, magiftracy
st is the ordinance of God; and fince rulers
¢ are, by their office, benefaCtors to fociety,
“ by difcouraging what is bad, and encou-
‘ raging what is good, and fo preferving
“ peace and order amongft men; it is evi-
¢« dent that ye ought to pay a wlilling fub-
¢ jeQion to them; not to obey merely for
 fear of expofing yourfelves to their wrath
““and difpleafure, but alfo in point of rea-
¢ fon, duty and confcience : Ye are undér
“ an indifpenfible obligation, as Chriflians, 1o
¢ honour their office, and to fubmit to them
¢ in the execution of it.” The apoftle goes
< on — For, for this caufe pay you tribute alfo :
Sor they are God’s miniflers, attending continu-
ally upin this very t ing, ver. 6. q. d. ¢ And
s here is a plain reafon alfo why ye fhould
¢ pay tribute to them; for they are God's
“ miniflers, exalted above the common level
< of mankind, not that they may indulge
¢ themfelves in foftnefs and luxury, and be
#¢ entitled to the fervile homage of theif fel-
% low-men ; but that they may execute an

¢¢ office
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“ office no lefs labogious than honourable ;
¢« and attend continually upon the public
« welfare. ‘This being their bufinefs and
¢ duty, it is but reafonable, that they fhould
<« be requited for their care and diligence in
¢¢ performing it; and enabled, by taxes le-
« vied upon the fubjed, effectuilly to pro-
« fecute the great end of their inftitution,
¢ the good of fociety.” The apoftle fums
up allin the following words — Render there-
fore to all their dues: tribute * to whom tri-
bute is due; cuflom*, to whom cuftom; fear,
to whom fiary bonour, to whom  honour, ver.
7. q. d. ¢ Let it not, therefore, be faid of
¢ any one of you hereafter, that you contemn
“ government to the reproach of yourfelves,
¢¢ and of the Chriftian religion. Neither your
¢ being Fews by naton, nor your becom-
¢ ing the fubjets of Chrift’s kingdom, gives
¢ you any difpenfation for making difturbances
“ in the governmient under which you live.
¢ Approve yourfelves, -therefore, as peaceable

* Grotius obferves, that the Greek words, here
ufed, anfwer to the ¢ribuatum and wefigal of the
Romans ; the former was the money paid for the
foil and poll ; the latter, the duties laid upon fome
forts of merchandize. And what the apoftle here
fays, deferves to be ferioufly confidered by all
Chriftians concerned in that common praltice of
carrying on an illicit trade, and running of goods.

3 ' ¢¢and
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* and dutiful fubjetts. Be ready to pay to
% your rulers all that they may, in refpect
“ of their office, juftly demand of you. Ren-
% der tribute and cuftom to thofe of your
¢ governors to whom tribute and cuftom be-
¢ long : and chearfully honour and reverence
a4 M ocohn orn wallad colile Atwtl S Yo

e dil wllu alcC VCLlCu WILLL CLViL “u\llulll’, d\-"

« cording to their deferts.”

The apoftle’s dotrine, in the paffage thus
explained, concerning the office of civil ru-
lers, and the duty of fubjeéts, may be fumed up
in the following obfervations; * vz,

That the end of magiftracy is the good of
civil fociety, as fuch

That civil rulers, as fuch, are the ordinance
and minifters of God; it being by his per-

miflion and nrnmdpnrp that any bear rule ; and

seaialalia WA VIRGCALT At |5 oRal Il

agreeable to his will, that there thould be fome
perfons vefted with authority in fociety, for the
well-being of it :

That which is here faid concerning civil
rulers, exténds to all of them in common :
it relates indifferently to monarchical repub-

lican:

* The feveral obfervations here onlv mentioned
era: obier ons fiere only meantionea

were handled at large in two preceding difcousfes
wpon this fubject. '
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Jican and ariftocratical government; and to
all other forms which truly anfwer the fole
end of government, the happinefs of fociety ;
and to all the different degrees of authority
in any particular flate; to inferior officers no
lefs than the {upreme.

That difobedience to civil riders in the due
exercife of their authority, is not merely a
political finy, but an heinous offence againft God
and refigion :

That the true ground and reafon + of our
obligation to be fubjet to the bigher powers,
is

4 Some fuppofe the apoftle in this paffage, in-
forces the duty of fubmiflion, with sawo arguments
quite ditin® from each other; one taken from
this confideration, that rulers are the ordinance,
and minifters of God, (ver. 1, 2, and 4.) and
the other, from the benefits that accrue to fociety,
from civil government, (ver. 3, 4, and 6.) And
indeed thefe may be diltin motives and argu-
ments for fubmiffion, as they may be feparately
viewed and contemplateds But when we confider
that rulers are not the ordinance and the mini-
fers of God, but only fo far forth as they per-
form God’s wil, by a&ing up to their office and
chara&ter, and fo by being benefadtors to fociety,
this makes thefe arguments coincide, and run up
into one at laft: at leaft fo far, that the former
of them cannot hold good for fubmiflion, where

‘the
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is the ufefulnefs of magiftracy (when properly
exercifed) to human fociety, and its fubferviency
to the general welfare :

That obedience to civil rulers is hefe equal-
ly required under all forms of government,
which anfwer to the {ole end of all government,
the good of fociety; and to every degree of
authority inany ftate, whether fupreme or fub-

ordinate:
(From whence it follows,

That if unlimited obedience and non-re-
fiftance, be here required as a duty under any
one form of government, it is alfo required

the latter fails. Put the {fuppofition, that any man
bearing the title of a magiftrate, fhould exercife
his power in fuch a manner as to have no claim
to obedience by virtue of that argument which is
founded upon the ufefulne’s of magiftracy ; and
you equally take off the force of the other argu-
ment alfo, which is founded vpon his being the
ordinance and the minifter of God. For he is no.
longer God's ordinance and minifter, than he ats
up to his office and charafter, by exercifing his
ower for the good of fociety This is, in
Erief, the reafon why it is faid above, in the fn-
gular number, that the true ground and reafor, &c.
The ufe and propriety of this remark may poffibly
be more apparent in the procels of the- argament
concerning refiftance.

as.
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as a duty under all other forms; and as a
duty to fubordinate rulers as well as to the
fupreme.)

And laftly, that thofe civil rulers to whom
the apoftle injoins fubjeftion, are the perfons
in poffeffion s the powsrs that be 3 thofe who are
aétually vefted with authority *.

There is one very important and intereft-
ing point which remains to be enquired into;
namely, the extent of that fubjeCtion #o the

bigher

#* This muft be underflood with this provifs,
that they do not grofly edufe their power and
truft, but exercife it for the good of thofe that
are governed. Who thefe perfons were, whethcr
Nero, &c. or rot, the apoftle does not fay ; but
- leaves it to be determined by thofe to whom he
writes. God does not interpofe, in a miracalous
way, to point out the perfons who fhall bear rule,
and to whom fubjeftion is due. And as to the
unalienable, indefeafible right of prim:geriture, the
{eriptures are entirely filent: or rather plainly con-
tradict it: Saul being the firft king among the
Ifraclites ; and appointed to the royal dignity,
during his own father’s life-time : and he was fuc-
ceeded, or rather fuperfeded, by Dawid thelalt Zorn
amorg many brethren Now if God has not in.
variably determined this matter, it muft, of courfe,.
be determined by men. And if it be determined
by smen it muft be determined either in the way
of farce or of compa&. And which of thefe is the
moft equitable, can be no quettion,
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higher powers, which is here enjoined as a
duty upon all chriftians. Some have thought
it warrantable and and glorious, to difobey the
civil powers in certain circumftances ; and, in
cafes of very great and general opprefliony
while humble remonftrances fail of having any

effet ; and when the public welfare cannot
be otherwife provided for and fecured, to rife

unanimoufly even againft the fovereign him-
felf, in order to redrefs their grievances; to
vindicate their natural and legal rights: to
break the yoke of tyranny, and free them=
felves and pofterity from inglorious fervitude
and ruin, Itis upon this priaciple that many
royal oppreflors have been driven from theix
thrones into banifhment ; and- many flain by
the hands of their fubjeés. It was upon this
principle that Tarquin was expelled from Rome ;
and Fulius Cafar, the conqueror of the world,
and the tyrant of his country, cut off in the
feniate-houfe. It was upon this principle, that
King Charles 1. was beheaded before his own
banqueting-hounfe. It was upon this princi-
ple, that king Fames I1. was made to fly that
country, which he aimed at enflaving: And
upon this principle was that revolution brought
about, which has been fo fruitful of happy
confequences to Great Britaim, But in op-
pofition to this principle, it has often been
“afferted, that the fcripture in general (and the

paflage
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paflage under confideration in particular) makes
all refiftance to princes a crime, in any cafe
whatever If they turn tyrants, and be-
come the common oppreflors of thofe, whofe
welfare they ought to regard with a paternal
affeltion, we muft not pretend- to right our-
felves, unlefs it be by prayers and tears and
humble entreaties: and if thefe methods fail
of procuring redrefs, we muft not have re-
courfe to any other, but all fuffer ourfelves
to be'robbed and butchered at the pleafure
of the Lord's ansinted; left we fhould incur
the fin of rebellion, and the punifhment of
damnation. For he has God’s authority and
commiffion to bear him out in the worft of
crimes, fo far that he may not be withftood
or controuled. Now whether we -ate obliged
_ to yield fuch an abfolute fubmiffion to ous
prince ; or whether difobedience and refiff-
ance may not be juffifiable in fome cafes,
notwithftanding any thing in the paffage be«
fore us, is an -enquity in whick we are alf
toncerned ; and this is the inquiry which is
the main defign of the prefent difcourfe.

Notw there does not feem to be any fe-
ceffity of fuppofing, that an abfolute unlimited
obedience, whether a&ive or paffive, is here
injoined, merely for this reafon, that the pre-
cept is delivered in abfolute terms, without

any
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any exception or limitation exprefly mentioned.
We are enjoined, (ver. 1.) to be fubject to the
bigher powers: and (ver. 5.) to be fubjelt fir
confeience fake. And becaufe thefe expreflions
are abfolute and unlimited, (or more proper-
ly, general) fome have inferred, that the fub-
je€tion required in them, muft be ablolute and
unlimited alfo : at leaft fo far forth as to make
paffive obedience and npon-refiftance, a duty
in all cafes whatever, if not ative obedience
likewife. Though, by the way, there is here
no diftintion made between aclive and paffive
obedience ; and if either of them be required
iu an unlimited fenfe, the other muft be re-
quired in the fame fenfe alfo, by virtue of
the prefent argument; becaufe the expreflions
are equally abfolute with refpect to both,
But that unlimited obedience of any fort, can-
not be argued merely from the indefinite ex-
preflions in which obedience is enjoined, ap-
pears from hence, that expreflions of the fame
nature, frequently occur in feripture, upon
which it is confeffed on all hands, that no
fuch abfolute and unlimited fenfe ought to be
put. For example, Love not the waorld; nei-
ther the things that are in the world*; Lay
not up for jyourfelves treafures upim earth t;
Take therefore no thought fir the morrowi;
are precepts expreffed in at leaft equally ab-
# 1 Johnii 15. + Matt. vi, 1g- 1 Matt, vi. 34.
folute
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folute and unlimited terms: but it is gene-
rally allowed, that they are to be underftood
with certain reftri®ions and limitations ; fome
degree of love to the world, and the things
of it, being allowable. Nor, indeed, do the
Right Reverend Fathers in Gody and other dig-
nified clergymen of the eftablithed church, feem
to be altogether averfe to admitting of refiric-
tions in the latter cale, how warm foever any of
them may beagainft reftrictions, and limitations,
in cafe of fubmiffion to authority, whether civil
or ecclefiaftical. Itis worth remarking alfo, that
patience and fubmiffion under private injuries,
* are enjoined in much more peremptory and
ablolute terms, than any that are ufed with
regard to fubmiffion to the injuftice and op-
preffion of civil rulers. Thus, 7 fay unts you,
that ye'r:fifl not evily but wiefocver fhall fmite
thee on the right checks turn to him the other
alfo.  And if any man wll fue thee at the law,
and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke.
And whofiever fhall compel thee to go a mile
with himy go with him-twain*,  Apy man
may be defied to produce fuch firong expref-
fions in favour of a paffive and tame fubmif-
fion to unjuft, tyrannical rulers, as are here
ufed to inforce fubmiffion to private injuries.
But how few are there that underftand thofe
expreflions literally ? And the reafon why they

* Matt, v. 39, 40, 41,
do
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«do not, is becanfe (with fubmiffion to the Qua-
#ers) common fenfe thews that they were not
intended to be {o underftood.

But to inflance in fome fcripture-precepts,
which are more direttly to the point in hand.
Children are commanded to obey their
parents, and fervants their mafters, in as ab-
{folute and unlimited terms as fubjefts are here
commanded to obey their civil rulers. Thus
tthis fame apoftle Children obey your pa-
rents in the Lord; for this is right., Honour
thy father and mother, which is the firf
commandment with promife. Servants, be
obedient to them that are your maflers accord-
ing tothe flefb, with fear and trembling, with
Sfinglenefs of your beart as umto Chrifi*. Thus
alfo wives are commanded to be obedient to
their hufbands Wives, fubmit your[elves
unto your hufbands as unto the Lord. = For the
bufband is the head of the wife, even as CHRIST
IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH
Therefore as the church is fubjecd unto
Chrifty fo let the wives be 1o their own buf-
bands IN EVERY THING+. In all
thefe cafes, fubmiffion is required in terms
(at leaflt) as abfolute and univerfal, as are
ever ufed with refpe& to rulers and fubjeéts.

# Eph.vi, 1, & +Eph. v, 22. 23, 24.
1 But
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But who fuppofes that the apoflle ever in-
tended to teach, that children, fervants and
wives, fhould, in all cafes whatever, obey
their parents, mafters and hufbands refpeive-
ly, never making any oppofition to their will,
even although they fhould require them to
break the commandments of God, or fhould
caulelefly make an attempt upon their lives ?
No one puts fuch a fenfe upon thefe ex-
preflions, however abfolute and unlimited.
Why then fhould it be fuppofed, that the apo-
file defigned to teach wuniverfal obedience,
whether altive or paflive, to the bigher pow.rs,
merely becaufe his precepts are delivered in
abfolute and unlimited terms? And if this be
a good argument in one cafe, why is it not
in others alfo? If it be faid that refiftance
and difobedience to the higher powers, is here
faid pofitively to be a fin, fo alfo is the dif-
obedience of children to parents; fervants to
mafters ; and wives to hufbands, in other
places of fcripture. But the queftion ftill re-
mains, whether in all thefe cafes there be not
fome exceptions? In the three latter, it is
allowed there are. And from hence it fol-
lows, that barely the ufe of abfolute expref-
fions, is no proof, that obedience to civil ru-
lers, is, in all cafles, a duty; or refiftance, in
all cafes a fin. 1 fthould not have thought it
worth while to take any notice at all of this

argument
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argument, had it not been much infifted upon
by fome of the advocates for paffive-obedience :
and non-refiftance: for it is, in itfelf, per-
feéily trifling; and rendered confiderable only
by the ftrefs that has been laid upon it for want
of better,

-~

There is, indeed, one paffage”in the new
teftament, where it may feem, at firlt view,
that an unlimited fubmiffion to civil rulers, is
enjoined. Submit ysurjelves to every or-
dinance of man for the Lurd’s fake*.

To every ordirance of man. However,
this expreflion is no ftronger than that be-
fore taken notice of, with relation to the duty
of wives Sa It the wives be fubjet to their
own bufbands INEVERY THING.
But the true folution of this difficulty (if it
be one) is this: by every ordinance of man +,
is not meant every command of the civil ma-
giftrate without exception; but every order of
magifirates appointed by man; whether
Superior ot inferior : for fo the apoftle explains
himfelf in the very next words ——— Whether
it be to the king as fupremes or to governors,

* 5. Pet.ii. 13,

+ Litera'ly every buman inflit tion, or appoint-
ren'. By which manner of expreflion the apoftie
plainly intimates, that rulers derive their authority
i anediately, not from God, but from men,

as
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as umo them that are fent, &c. But although
the apoftle had not fubjoined any fuch ex-
planation, the reafon of the thing itfelf would
have obliged us to limit the expreflion [every
ordinance of man)] to fuch human ordinances
and commands, as are not inconfiftent with
the ordinances and commands of God, the fu-
preme lawgiver ; or with any other higher, and
antecedent, obligations,

It is to be obferved, in the next place, that
as the duty of univerfal obedience and non- -
refiftance to the higher powers, cannot be ar-
gued from the abfolute unlimited expreflions
which the apoftle here ufes; fo neither can
it be argued from the fcope and drift of his
reafoning, confidered with relation to the per-
fons he was here oppofing. As was obferved
above, there were fome profefled ehrifiians in
the apoftolic age, who difclaimed all magi-
ftracy and civil authority in general, defpifing
government, and [peaking evil of dignities ; {ome
under a notion that F.ws ought not to be
under the jurifdittion of Gentile rulers; and
others, that they were {et fres from the tem-
poral powers, by Chrift. Now it is with
perfons of this licentious opinion and charac-
ter, that the apoftle is concerned. And all
that was direttly to his point, was to thew,
that they were bound to fubmit to magi-’

VOL IL 0 firac.
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ftracy in general. Thisis a circumftance very
material to be taken notice of, in order to
afcertain the fenfe of the apoftle. For this
being confidered, it is fufficient to account
for all that he fays concerning the duty of
fubejétion, and the fin of refiftance to the
bigher powers, without having recourfe to the
do&rine of unlimited fubmiffion and paffive
obedience, in all cafes whatever.  Were it
known that thofe in oppofition to whom, the
apoftle wrote, allowed of civil authority in
general, and only afferted that there were fome
cafes in which obedience, and non-refiftance,
were not a duty; there would, then, indeed,
be rcafon for interpreting this paffage as con-
taining the dofrine of unlimited obedience,
and non-refiftance, as it muft, in this cafe,
be fuppofed to have been levelled againft fuch
as denied that doétrine.  But fince it is cer-~
tain that there were perfons: who vainly ima-
gined, that civil government in general, was
not to be regarded by them, it is moft rea-
{fonable to fuppofe, that the apofile defigned
his difcourfe only againft them. And agree-
ably to this fuppofition, we find that he ar-
gues the ufefulnels of civil magiftracy in ge-
geral ; its agreeablenefs to the will and pur-
pofe of God, who is over all; and fo deduces
from hence, the obligation of fubmiffion to
it.  But it will not follow, that becaufe civil
/ govern-
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governnient is in general a good inflitution;
and neceffary to the peace and happinefs of
human fociety, therefore there are no fup-
pofable cafes in which refiltance to it can
be innocent. So that the duty of unlimited
obedience, whethei adtive or paffive, can be
argued, neither from the manner of expref-
fion here ufed; nor from the general fcope and
defign of the paffage.

And if we attend to the nature of the ar-
gument with which the apoftle bere inforces
the daty of fubmiffion to the higher powers,
we fhall find it to be fuch an one as con-
cludes not in favour of fubmiffion to all who
bear the #itle of rulers, in common; but only,
to thofe who acfually perform the duty of
rulers, by exercifing a reafonable and juft au-
thority, for the good of human fociety. This
is a point which it will be proper to enlarge
upon ; becaufle the queftion before us turns
much upon the truth or falthood of this po-
fition. It is obvious, then in general, that
the civil rulers, whom the apoftle here fpeaks
of, and obedience to whom he prefles upon
Chriftians as a duty, are good rulers*, fuch

as

* By good rulers, are not intended fuch as are
good in a moral or religious, bat cnly a polutical
O: fenfe;
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as are in the exercife of their office and
power benefactors to fociety.- Such they are
defcribed to be, throughout this paflage. Thus
it is faid, that they are not a ferror to good
works but to the evil; that they are God’s
miniflers for good; avengers to execute wrath
upon bim that doth evil; and that they attend
continually upon this very thing. St. Peter gives
the fame account of rulers: they ate for a
traife to them that do well, ard the punifp-
ment of evil doers. It is manifeft that this
charaéter and defcriptioh of rulers, agrees only
to fuch as are rulers in fa&, as well as in
name : to fuch as govern well, and aét agree-
ably to their office. And the apoftle’s argu-
ment for {ubmiffion to rulers, is wholly built
and grounded upon a prefumption that they
do in fa& anfwer this charaller; and is of
po force at all upon fuppofition of the con-
trary.  If rulers are a terror to good works,
and not to the evil; if they are not miniflers
Jor gosd to fociety, but for evil, and diftrefs
by violence and oppreffion ; if they execute
wrath upon f{ober, peaceable perfons, who do
their duty as members of fociety; and fuffer
rich and honourable knaves to efcape with

fen’e ; tho'e who perform their duty fo far as their
offi e extends ; and {o far as civil fociety, as fuch,
is concerned in their aflions.

im~
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impunity ; if, inftead of attending continually
upon the good work of advancing the pub-
lic welfare, they attend ounly upon the gra-
tification of their own luft and pride and am-
bition, to the deftru&ion of the public wel-.
fare; if this be the cale, it is plain that
the apoftle’s argument for {ubmiffion does not
reach them ; they are not the fame, but dif-
ferent perfons from thofe whom he charac-
terizes; and who muft be obeyed according
to his reafoning. — Let me illaftrate the
apoftle’s argument, by the following faili-
tude : (it is no matter how far it is from any
thing which has, in fa&, happened in the
world.}) Suppofe, then, it was allowed, in ge-
neral, that the ckrgy were an ufeful order of
men; that they ought to ‘be effeemed wv.ry
highly in love for thir wirks fake®; and to
be decently fupported by thofe whom they
ferve, the labourer being worthy of his reward t+.
Suppofe farther, that a number of Reverend
and Right Reverend Drones, who worked not
- who preached, perhaps, but once a year, and
t'en, not the gofel of Jefus Chrift, buat the
divine right of tythes; the dignity of their
office as ambaffadors of Clrift, the equity of
Jine-cures, and a plurality of benefices

e

¥ 1 Thef v, 13. t 1 Timove 187
O 3 : the



294. The Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT

the excellency of the diwotions in that prayer-
bock, which fome of them hired chaplains ts
ufe for them or fome favourite point
of ckurch-tyranny, and antizhriftian ufurpation ;

fuppofe fuch men as thefe, fpending thcir lives
in cffeminacy, luxury and idlenels; (or when-
they were pot idle, doing that which is worle
than idlenefs; fuppofe fuch men) fhould,
merely by the merit of ordination and cnfe-
cretiony and a peculiar, odd habit, claim great
refpedt and reverence from thofe whom they
civilly called 1he beafts of the laity * ;5 and
demand thoufands per annum, for that good
fervice which they never performed ; and
for which, if they had performed it, this would
be much more than a guantum meruit: fup-
pofe this fhould be the cafe, (it is only by
vway of fimile, and furely it will give no of-
fence) would not every body be aftonithed at
fuch inflolence, injuftice and impiety? And
ought not fuch men to be told plainly, that
they could not reafonably expett the efteem
and reward due to the minifters of the gol-
pel, unlefs they did the duties of their office ?
Should they not be told, that their iz and
habit claimed no regard, reverenee or pay,
{eparate from the care and we'4, and various
duties of their funilion ? And that while they
negleQed the later, the fermer ferved only

* Mr, Lefie.
to
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to render them the more ridiculous and con-
temptible ? The application of this fimili-
tude to the cafe in hand, is very eafy.
If thofe who bear the title of civil rulers,
do not perform the duty of civil rulers, but
a&t dire&ly counter to the fole end and de-
fign of their office; if they injure and op-
prefs their fubjeéts, inflead of defending their
rights and doing them good ; they have not
the leaft pretence to be honoured, obeyed and
rewarded, according to the apoftle’s argument.
For his reafoning, in order to fhew the duty
of fubje&ion to the bigher prwvers, is, as was
before obferved, built wholly upon the fup-
pofition, that they do, in fac?, perform the duty
of rulers,

If it be fuid, that the apoftle here ufes
another argument for {ubmiffion to the Aigher
powers, befides that which is taken from the
ufefulnefs of their office to civil fociety, when
praperly difcharged and executed ; namely,
that their power is from God; that they are
erdaincd of God 5 and that they are God’s mi-
nifters : and if it be faid, that this argument
for fubmiffion to them will hold good, al-
though they do not exercife their power for
the benefit, but for thé ruin, and deftruion of
human fociety ; this objeion was obviated, in

O 4 part
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part before. Rulers have no authority from
God to do miflchief. They are not Ged’s or-
dinance, or God’s miniflers, in any other fenfe
than as it is by his permiffion and providence,
that they are exalted to bear Arule; and as ma-
giftracy duly exercifed, and authority rightly
applied, in the enacting and executing good
jaws,—Ilaws attempered and accommodated to
the common welfare of the fubjects, muft be
fappofed to be agrecable to the will of the be-
neficent author and fupreme Lord of the uni-
verfe; whofle kngdom ridith over all+; and
whole tender mercics are cver all his works§.
it iz blafphemy to call tyrants and oppreflors,
od’s minifle:s.  They are more properly the
mefingers of fatan to buffet us || No rulers
are properly God's miniflers, but fuch as are
jufl, ruling in the fear of God*. When once
magifirates act contrary to their office, and’
the end of their inftitution ; when they rob
and ruin the public, inftead of being guar-
dians of its peace and welfare; they imme-
diately ceafe to be the ordinance and miniflers
of God; and no more deferve that glorious
chara@®er than common pirates and hbighway-
men.  So that whenever that argument for

+ Pfal. ciii, 19.
§ Plal. exlv, 19 | 2 Cor. xii. 7.
* 2 Sam. xxiii 3.

{ub-
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fubmifffon fails, which is grounded upon the
ufefulnefs, of magiftracy to civil fociety, (as
it always does when magiltrates do hurt to
fociety inftead of good) the other argument,
which is taken from their being the ordi-
nance of God, muft neceffarily fail alfo; no
perfon of a civil charalter being God’s mi-
niffer, in the fenfe of the apoftle, any farther
than he performs God’s will, by exercifing a
juftand reafonable authority ; and ruling for the
good of the {ubje&t.

" This in general. Let us now trace the
apoftle’s reafoning in favour of fubmiffion to
the higher powers, a little more particularly
and exaétly. For by this it will appear, on
one hand, how good and conclufive it is,
for fubmiffion to thofe rulers who exercife
their power in a proper manner : and, on the
" other, how weak and trifling, and inconneét-
ed it is, if it be fuppofed to be meant by
the apoftle to fhow the obligation and, duty
of obedience to tyranrical, oppreflive rulers in
common with othersof a different charatter.

The apoftle enters upon this fubje@t thaus
——Let every fuul be fubjel? unta the lLigher
powers s for there is no power but of God:
the powers that be, are orduined of God*.

& Ver. 1. o
o Os Here
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Here he urges the duty of obedience from this
topic of argument, that civil rulers, as they
are {uppofed to fulfil the pleafure of God,
are the ordinance of God. But how is this
an argument for obedience to fuch rulers as
do pot perform the pleafure of God, by do-
ing good; but the pleafure of the devil, by
doing evil; and fuch as are not, therefore,
God’s miniflers, but the devil’s! Whofeever,
therefore refifleth the piwer, refifleth the ordi-
nance of God: and they that refift, fhall re-
ceive to themfelves damnation *. Here the apo-
file argues, that thofe who refift a reafonable
and juft auvthority, which is agreeable to the
will of God, do really refift the will of God
himfelf ; and will, therefore, be punithed by
him. But how does this prove, that thofe
who refift a lawlefs, unreafonable power,
which is contrary to the will of God, do there~
in refift the will and ordinance of God ? Is re-
fifting thofe who re(ft God’s will, the fame
thing with refliffing Ged? Or fhall thofe
who do fo, receive to thimfelves damnation!
For ralers are not a tevvor to good works, bus
to the cwil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of
the pewer 2 Do that which is goed; and thou
Jhalt bave praife of the' Jame.  For be is the
mnift r of Ged to thee for gosd+. Here the
+ apoflle argues more explicitly than he had

* Ver. 2. 4 Ver. 3d, and part of the 4th.
before
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before done, for revering, and fubmitting to
magiftracy, from this confideration, that{uch as
really performed the duty of magiftrates, would
be enemies only to the evil ‘aflions of men,
and would befriend and encourage the good;
and fo be a common blefling to fociety. But
" how is this an argumeant, that we muft hoe
nour, and f{ubmit to fuch magiftrates as are
not enemies to the evil ations of men; but
to the good; and fuch as are not a common
blefling, but a common curfe, to fociety ! But
if thow do that which is evil, be afraid: fir
be is the minifter of God, a revenger, to exe-
cute wrath upon him that doth evil*. Here
the apoflle argues from the nature and end
of magiftracy, that fuch as did evil, (and
fuch only) had reafon to be afraid of the Aigher
powers ; it being part of their office to panith
evil doers, no lefs than to defend and en-
courage fuch as do well. But if magiftrates
are unrighteous ; if they are refpccters of rer-
Jins 5. if they are partial in their adminiftra-
tion of joftice; then thofe who do well have
as much realon to ée afraid, as thofe that
do evil: there can be no fafety for the good,
nor any peculiar ground of terror to the un-
ruly and injurious. 8o that, in this cafe, the
main end of civil government will be fruftrat-
ed. And what realon is there for fubmit-

* Ver, 4th, latter part.
06 ting
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ting to that government, which does by no
means anfwer the defign of government ?
Wherefore ye mufl needs be fubje? not only for
wrath, but alfo for confeience fake*. Here the
apoftle argues the duty of a chearful and con-
fcientious {ubmiffion to civil government, from
the nature and end of magiltracy as he had
_before laid it down, 7. e. as the defign of it
was to punifh evil doers, and to fupport and
encourage fuch as do well ; and as it muft,
if fo exerciled, be agreeable to the will of
God. But how does what he here fays,
prove the duty of a chearful and confcienti-
ous fubjetion to thofe who forfeit the cha-
raller of rulers? To thofe who encourage the
bad, and difcourage the good? The argu-
ment here ufed no more proves it to be a
fin to refift fuch rulers, than it does, to re-
Syt the devil, that he may flee from us+. For
one is as truly the minfler of God as the
other.  Fury for this ca:fe pay you tribute alfo;
Sor they are God's miniflers, aitending conti-
aualy upon 1h's very thing §. Hereé the apoftle
argues the duty of paying taxes, from this
coniideration, that thofe who perfortm the duty
of rulers, are continnally attending upon the
public welfare. But how does this argument
concivde for paying taxes to fuch princes, as
are continually endeavouring to ruin the pub-
* Ve <. + jamesiv. 7. § Ver, 6.

lic?
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lic? And efpecially when fuch payment would
facilitate and promote this wicked defign?
Render therefore to all their dues; tribute, to
whem tribute is due cuflom, to whem cuflom;
fear, to whom fear 5 honour, to whim banquri*.
Here the apoftle fums up what he had been
faying concerning the duty of fubjefts to
rulers. And his argument ftands thus
¢« Since magiftrates, who execute their office
¢« well, are common benefators to fociety;
¢« and may, in that relpe&, be properly ftiled
¢ the miniflers and ordinance of God; and
¢ fince they are conflantly employed in the
¢« fervice of the public; it becomes yon to
pay them tribute and cuftom; and to re-
verence, honour, and fubmit to them in
¢« the execution of their refpeftive offices.”
This is apparently good reafoning. But does
‘this argument conclude for the duty of pay-
ing tribute, cuftom, reverence, honour, and
obedience, to fuch perfons as (although they
bear the title of rulers) ufe all their power
to hurt and injure the public? Such as are
not God's miniflers, but fatan’s? Such as do
not take care of, and attend "upon, the pub-
lic intereft, but their own, to the ruin of the
public ? that is, in fhort, to fuch as have no
natural and jult claim at all to tribute, cu-
ftom, reverence, honour and obedience? It
is to be hoped that thofc who have any re-
* Ver. 7

-

(14

gard
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gard to the apoftle’s charater as an infpired
writer, or even as @ man of common under-
ftanding, will not reprefent him as reafoning
in fuch a loofe incoherent manner ; and draw-
ing conclufions, which have not the leaft re-
lation to his premifes. For what can be more
abfurd than an argument thus framed ? ¢ Ru~
¢ lers are, by their office, bound to confult
¢¢ the public welfare and the good of fociety:
< therefore you are bound to pay them tri-
¢ bute, to honour and to fubmit to them,
¢ even when they deftroy the public wel-
¢ fare, and are a common peft to fociety, by
« afting in dire&t contradiftion to the nature
<< and end of their office.”

Thus, upon a careful review of the apo-
ftle’s reafoning in this paflage, it appears that
his arguments to enforcé {fubmiffion, are of
fuch a nature, as to conclude only in favour
of fubmiffion 0 fuch rulers as he bhimfelf de-
feribes3 i, ¢ fuch as rule for the good of
fociety, which is the only end of their in-
ftitution. Common tyrants, and public op-
prcﬂ'ors, are not intitled to obedience from their
fubjefts, by virtue of any thing here laid dqwn
by the infpired apoftle.

Inow add, farther, that the apoftle’s ar-
gupent is {o far from proving it to be the
duty
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duty of the people to obey, and fubmit to, fuch
rulers as a&t in contradittion to the public
good ¥, and {o to the defign of their office,
that it proves the direct contrary. For, pleafe
to obferve, that if the ead of all civil go-
vernment, be the good of fociety; if this
be the thing that is aimed at in coaflitut-
jog civil rulers; and if the motive and ar-
gument for {ubmiffion to government, be ta-
ken from the apparent ufefulnefs of civil au-
thority ; it follows, that when no fuch good
end can be anfwered by {fubmiffion, there
remains no argument or motive to enforce it
and if inftead of this good end’s being brought
about by {ubmiffion, a contrary end is brought
about, and the ruin and mifery of {ociety ef-
fected by it; here is a pliin and pofitive rea-
fon againft fubmiffion in all fuch cafes, thould
they ever happen. And therefore, in fuch
cafes, a regard ta the public welfare ought to
make us with-hold from our rulers, that obe-
dience and fubje&ion which it would other-
wife be our duty to render to them. If
it be our duty, for example, to obey our king,

* This does not intend, their alling {o in a
Sew particular inflances, which the bt of rulers
may do through miftake, &, but their alting fo
batitually ; and in a manner which pluinly thows,
that they aim at making themfelves great by the
ruia of their fubjells,

merely
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merely for this reafon, that he rules for the
public welfare, (which is the only argument
the apoftle makes ufe of) it follows, by a
parity of reafon, that when he turns tyrant,
and makes his{ubjefts his prey to devour and
to deftroy, inftead of his charge to defend and
cherith, we are bound to throw off our al-
legiance to him, and to refift ; and that ac~
cording to the tenor of the apoftle’s argu-
ment in this paffage. Not to difcontinue our
allegiance, in this cafe, would be to join with
the fovereign in promoting the  flavery and
mifery of that fociety, the welfare of which,
we ourfelves, as well as our fovereign, are
indifpenfibly obliged to fecure and promote,
as far as in us lies. Itis true, the apoftle
puts no cafe of fuch a tyrannical prince; but
by his grounding his argument for f{ubmil-
fion wholly upon the good of civil feciety ;
it is plain he implicitly authorifes, and even
requires us to make refiftance, whenever this
fhall be neccflary to the public fafety and
happinefs. Let me make ufe of this eafy
and familiar fimilitude to illufrate the point
in hand——Suppofe God requires a family of
children to obey their father and not to refift
him; and inforces his command with this
argument; that he fuperintendence and care
and authgrity of a juft and kind parent, wiil
contribute to the happinefls of the whole fa-

mily;
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mily ; fo that they ought to obey him for their
own fakes more than for his : fuppofe this pa-
rent at length runs diftratted, and attempts in
his mad fit, to cut all his children’s throats :
now, in this cafe, is not the reafon before af-
figned, why thefe children fhould obey their
parent while he continued of a found mind,
namely, their common good, a reafon equally
conclufive for difobeying and refifting him,
fince he is become delirious, and attempts their
ruin ? It makes no alteration in the argument,
whether this parent, properly {peaking, lofes
his reafon ; or does while he retains his under~
ftanding, that which is as fatal in its confe-
quences, as any thing he could do, were he
really deprived of it. This fimilitude needs no
formal application.
But it ought to be remembered, that if the
duty of univerfal obedience and non-refiftance
to our king or prince, can be argued from this
paffage, the fame {fubmiffion under a republican,
or any other form of government; and even
to all the fubordinate powers in any particular
ftate, can be proved by it as well : which is
more than thofe who alledge it for the men-
tioned purpofe, would be willing fhould be in-
ferred fron® it. So that this paffage does not
anfwer their purpofe; but really overthrows
and confutes it.  This matter deferves to be
more pirticularly confidered.—The advocates
for

!
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for unlimited fubmiffion and -paffive obedience, -
da, if I miftake not, always fpeak with refe-
rence to kingly or monarchical government,
as diftinguithed from all other forms; and,
with reference to {ubmitting to the will of the
king, in diftinéiion from all fubordinate officers,
alting beyond their commiffion, and the au-
thority which they have received from the
crown. Itis not pretended that any perfons
befides kings, have a divine right to do what
they pleafe, fo that no one may reift them,
without incurring the guilt of fattioufnels and
rebellion. If any other fupreme powers op-
prefs the people, it is generally allowed, that
the people may get redrefs, by refiftance, if
other methods prove ineffectual.  And if any
officers in a kingly government, go beyond the
limits of that power which they have derived
from the crown, (the fuppofed original fource
of all power and authority in the ftate) and at-
tempt illegally, to take away the properties and
lives of their feilow-fubjeéts, they may be for-
cibly refifted, at leaft till application can be
made to the crown. But as to the fove.
reign himfelf, he may not be refifted in any
cale; nor any of his officers, while they con-
fine themfelves within the bounds which he has
prefcribed to them, Thisis, I thisk, a tive
fketch of the principles of thole who defend the
dottrine of paflive obedience and non refiftance.
Now
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Now there is nothing in feripture which Tup-
ports this fcheme of political principles. As
to the paflage under confideration, the apoftle
here {peaks of civil rulers in gemeral; of all
perfons in common, vefted with authority for
the good of fociety, without any particular re«
ference to one form of government, more than
to another ; or to the fupreme power in apy
particular {tate, more than to fubordinate pow- °
ers. The apoftle does not concern himfelf

with the differentforms of government*, This
he

* The effence of governfient (I mean good go-
vernment 3 and this is the only government which
the apoftie treats of in this paflage) confilts in the
matking and executing of good laws—laws attem pexed
to the common felicity of the gew:rned, And if this
. be, in_fa&, done, itis evidently, in-itfelf, a thing of
no confequence at all, what the particular form of
government is ;—whether the legiflative and exe-
cutive power be lodged in one and the fame perion,
or ‘in different perfons ;—whether in ore perlon,
whom we call an abfolute monarch; whether in a
JSew, fo as to conflitute an ariffocracy ;—whether in
many, fo as to conftitute a repubdlic ; or whether in
three cc-ordinate branches, in fuch manner as to make
the government gartake fomething of each of thefe
forms; and to be, at the fame time, ¢fiatially diffe~
rent from them all. If the end be attained, it is
enough. But no form of government feems to be {o
unlikely to accomplith this exd as ab//lute nonarchy
~—Nor is there any one that has fo little pretence to
a diviye original, unlefs it be in this fenfe, that God

S
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he fuppofes left entirely to human prudence and
difcretion. Now the confequence of this is,
that unlimited and ‘paflive obedience, is no
more enjoined in this paffage, under monar-
chical government ; or to the fupreme power in
any ftate, than under all other fpecies of go-
vernment, which an{wer the end of govern-
ment; or, to all the fubordinate degrees of
civil authority, from the higheft to the loweft.
Thofe, therefore, who would from this paf-
fage infer the guilt of refifting kings, in all
cafes whatever, though adting ever fo contrary
to the defign of their office, muft, if they will
be confiftent, go much farther, and infer from
it the guilt of refiftance under all other forms
of government ; and of refifting any petty officer
in the ftate, though ating beyond his com-
miffion, in the moft arbitrary, illegal manner
poflible. The argument holds equally ftrong
in both cafes. All civil rulers, as fuch, are the
ordinance and minifiers of God ; and they are all,
by the nature of their office, and in their re-
{pective fpheres and ftations, bound to confult

JSirf? introduced it into. and thereby overturned, the
commonwealth of I/rael, as a curfe upon that peo-
ple for their foflly and avickednefs, particularly in -
firing fuch a government, (See 1 Sam. viii chap.)
Jult fo God, before, fent gvai’s amongft them, as a
tlacur, and a carfe, and not as a &/ finz. - Numb.
chap. xi.

the
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the public welfare. With the fame reafon
therefore, that any deny unlimited and paflive
obedience to be here injoined under a republic
or ariftocracy, or any other eftablithed form of
civil government; or to fubordinate powers,
atting in an illegal and opprefiive manner;
(with the fame reafon) others may deny, that
fuch obedience is enjoined to a king or mo-
narch, or any civil power whatever. For the
apoftle fays nothing that is peculiar to kings
what he fays, extends equally to a// other per-
{fons whatever, vefted with any civil office.
They are all, in exallly the fame fenfe, the
ordinance of God; and the m'nifters of God;
and obedience is equally enjoined to be paid to
them all.  For, as the apoftle exprefles it, there
is NO POWER ‘ut of God: and we are re-
quired to render to ALL their DUES ; and not
MORE than their DUES. And what thefe
dues are, and to whem they are to be rendered,
the apoftle fayath not ; but leaves to the reafon
and confciences of men to determine,

Thus it appears, that the common argu-
ment, grounded upon this paffage, in favour of
univerfal and paflive obedience, really over-
throws itfelf, by proving too much, if it proves
any thing at all ; namely, that no civil officer is,
in any cale whatever, to be refifted, though
alling in exprefs contradition to the defign of

his
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his office ;; which ne-itign in-his fenfes; ever did
or can-aflert.

If we caimly confider the nature of the
thing itfelf, nothing can well be imagined more
dire&ly contrary to common f{enfe, than to
fuppofe that millions of people fhould be fub-
je@ed to the arbitrary, precarious pleafure of
one fingle man 5 (who has naturally no fuperiori-
ty over them in point of authority) fo that their
eftates, and every thing that is valuable in life,
and even their lives alfo, fhould be abfolutely at
his difpofal, if he happens to be wanton and
capricious enough to demand them. What

unprejudiced man can think, that God made

ALL to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs plea-

fure and phrenzy of ONE, fo that it fhall al-
ways be a fin to refift him ! Nothing but the
moft plain’ and exprefs revelation 'trom heaven
" could make a fober impartial man believe fuch
a monftrous, unaccountable doétrine, and in-
deed, the thing itfelf, appears fo fhocking-
fo out of all propertion, that it may be quef-
tioned, whether all the miracles that ever were
wrought, could make it credible, that this doc-
trine really came from God. At prefent, there
is' not the leaft f{yllable in fcripture which
gives any countenance to it. The hereditary,
indefeafible, divine right of kings, and the
doftrine of non-refiftance, which is built upon

the
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the fappofition of fuch aright, are altogether as
fabulous and chimerical, as tranfubflantiation ;
or any of the moft abfurd reveries of ancient
or modern vifionaries. Thefe notions are
fetched neither from divine revelation, nor hu-
man reafon ; and if they are derived from nei-
ther of thofe fources, it is not much matter
from when e they come, or whether they go. Only
itisa pity that {fuch do&rines fhould be pro-
pagated in fociety to raife faQlicns and rebel-
lions, as we fee they have, in fa&t, been both
in the la/?, and in the prefent, REIGN.

But then, if unlimited {ubmiffion and paf-
five obedience to the higher powers, in all pof-
fible cales, be not a duty, it will be afked,
¢« How far are we obliged to fubmit ? If we
¢« may innocently difobey and refift in fome
¢ cafes, why not in all? Where fhall we
¢« flop? What is the meafure of our duty?
¢ This dotrine tends to the total diffolution
¢ of civil government ; and to introduce fuch
‘¢ {cenes of wild anarchy and confufion, as are
¢ more fatal to fociety than the worft of
¢ tyranny.”

-~

After this manner, fome men obje®; and
indeed this is the moft plaufible thing that can
be faid in faveur of fuch an abfolate fubmiffion -
as they plead for But the worfl (or rather the

beft
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beft) of it, is, that there is very little firength
or folidity ia it. - For fimilar difficulties may be
raifed with refpe&t to almoft every duty of na-
tural and revealed religion.—To inftance only
in two, both of which are near akin, and in-
deed exaétly parallel, to the cafe before us.
It is unqueflionably the duty of children to
fubmit to their parents; and of fervants, to
their mafters. But no one afferts, that it is
their duty to obey, and {ubmit to them, in all
fuppofable ctafes; or univerfally a fin to re-
fift them. Now does this tend to fubvert the
juft authority of parents and mafters? Or to
introduce confufion and anarchy into private
families ? No. How then does the fame prin-
ciple tend to unhinge the government of -that
larger family, the body politic? We know, in
general, that children and fervants are obliged
to obey their parents, and mafters refpectively,
We know alfo, with equal certainty, that they
are not obliged to {ubmit to them in all things,
without exception; but may, in fome cafes,
reafonably, and therefore innocently, refift
them. Thefe principles are acknowledged upon
all hands, whatever difficulty there may be in
fixing the exact limits of fubmiffion. Now
there is at leaft as much difficulty in flating the
meafure of duty in thofe two cafes, as in the
cafe of rulers and fubjets, So that this is
really no objection, at leaft no reafonable ope,

8 againft
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‘againft refiftance to the higher powers: Or,
if it is one, it will hold equally againft re-
fitance in the other cafes mentioned. —-4-——-‘
It is indeed true, that turbulent, vicious-
‘minded men, may take occafion from this
-principle, that their rulers may, in fome caf@s,
be lawfully refifted, to raife fatiods and dif
turbances in the ftate; and to make refil-
tance where refiftance is needlefs, and there- "
fore, finful. But is it-not equally true, that
‘children and fervants of turbulent, vicious
minds, may take occafion from this principle,
“that parents and mafters may, in fome cafes be
‘lawfully refifted, to refit when refiftance is un-
neceflary, and therefore, criminal ? Is the prin-
ciple in either cafe falfe in itfelf, merely be-
caufe it way ‘be abufed; and applied ‘to le-
gitimate difobedience and refiftance in thofe
inftances, to which it ought not to be ap-
plied? According to this way of arguing,
‘there will be no true principlesiin the world ;
for there are none but what may be wreft-
ed and perverted to ferve ‘bad purpofes, either

‘through the weaknefs or wickednefs of men*,
A

* We may very fafely aflert thefe two things in
general, withoutundermining government : Ore ¢,
That no civil rulers are to be obeyed when they en-
join things that are inconfiftent with the commands
of God: All fuch difobedience is lawful ard glo~

VOL. II, P rious;
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A PEOPLE really oppreffed to a great
degree by their fovereign, cannot well be in-
fenfible

rious ; particularly if perfons refufe to comply with

any legal eftablifpment of religion, becaufe itis a grofs

perverfion and corruption (as to d*&rine, worfhip

and difcipline) of a pure and divine religion, brought
from heaven to earth by the /o of God, (the only

king and head of the chbriffian church) and propaga-

ted through the world by his infpired apoftles. All

commands running counter to the declared will of
the fupreme legiflator of heaven and earth, are null

and void: and therefore difobedience to them is a
duty, not a crime, Another thing that may be afferted

with equal truth and fafety, is, ‘i hatno government is
to be fubmitted to, at the expence of that which is the
Sile end of all government,—the common good and

fafety of fociety. Becaufe, to fubmit in this cafe, if it -
thould ever happen, would evidently be to fet up

the means as more valuable, and above, the end ;

than which there cannot be a greater folecifm and

contradiétion, The only reafon of the mftitution of

civil gevernment ; and the only rational ground of
fubmiflion to it, is the common fafety and utility.

If therefore, in any cale, the common fafety and

utility would not be promoted by fubmiflion to ge-

vernment, but the cortrary, there is no ground or

motive for obedience and {ubmiffien, but for the

contrary,

Whoever confiders the nature of civil govern-
ment muft, indeed, be fenfibie that a great degree of
inmplicit confidence, muit unavoidabiy be placed in thofe
that bear rule: this is implied in the very no-
tien of auwthority’s being originally a #4#, com-

mitted
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fenfible when they are {o oppreffed. And fuch
a people (if I may allude to an ancient fatle)
have

mitted by the people, to thofe who are vefted with it,
as all juft and righteops authority is; all befides is
mere lawlefs force and ufurpation ; neither God nor
nature having given any man a right of dominion
over any f{ociety, independently of that fociety’s ap-
probation, and confent to be governed by him—now
as all men are fallible, it cannot be fuppofed that the
public affairs of any flate, fhould be always admi-
niftered.in the belt manner poflible, even by perfons
of the greateft wifdom »ud integrity, INor is it fafy
ficient to legitimate difobedience to the hizher poavers
that they are not fo adininiitered ; or that they are,
in fome inflances, very- ill managed; for upon this
principle, it is fcarcely {uppofable that any povern-
ment at all could be fupported, or fubfift.” Such
a principle manifelly tends to the diffolation of
government; and o throw all things into confufion
and anarchy.—Bat it is equally evident, upon the
other hand, that thoie in auhority may abufe their
trufl and power 10 juc> a degree, that neither the law
of reafon, nor of religion, requires, that any obe-
dience or fubmifion fheuld be paid to them; but
on the contrary, that they fhould be totally /-
carded ;" and the authority which they were before
vefted with, transicired to others, who may exer-
cife it more to thole good purpofes for which it is
given —Nor is this princ:pl®, that refitunce to the
bigher powersy 1s in fome exiraordinary caies, julti-
fiable, fo liable to abufe, as many perfons iem 4~
apprehend it. For although there will be always
fome petalant, queraious men, in every ftate—men
of fattious, turbulent and carping difpofition:

Pz '
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have, like the Hefperian fruit, a DRAGON for

their prorector and guardian: nor would they
have

glad to lay hold ef any trifle to juftifyand legitiniate
their caballing againft their rulers, and other fedi-
-tious praltices; yet there are, -comparatively fpeak-
‘ing, but few men of ‘this comemptible charaszer. It
does not appear but that mankind, in general, have
a difpofition to be as fubmiflive and paffive and tame
- under government as they ought to be. —Witnels a
great, if not the greateft, part of the known world,
who are now groaning, but not murmuring, under
the heavy yoke of tyranny! While thofe who go-
vern, do it with any tolerable degree of moderation
and juftice, and in any good meafure at up to their
ofice and charaller, by being public benefaflors,
the people will generally be eafy and peaceable;
and be rather inclined to flatter and adore, than to
infult and refit them. Nor was there ever any
general complaint againft any adminiftration, ewhbich
iafled long, but what there was good reafon for. Till
people find themfelves greatly abufed and opprefled
by their governors, they are not apt to complain; and
whenever they do, in faél find themfelves thus abu-
fed and oppreflfed, they muft be ftupid not to com-
plain, To fay that fubje@s in general are not pro=
per judges when their governors opprefs them, and
play the tyrant; and when they defend their rights,
adminifter juftice impartially, and promote the pub:
lic welfare, is as great ¢reafon as ever man uttered ;
~it is treafon, — not againft one fugle man, but
the ftate— againft the whole body politic 3—it is
treafon againit mankind; — it is treafon againft
commen ferde; — it is treafon againft God. And
this impious principle lays the foundation for jufti-

fying
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Have any reafon to mourn, if fome HER-
CULES fhould appear to difpatch him—For a-
nation thus abufed to rife unanimoufly, and to
refift their prince, even to the dethroning him,
is. not criminal ; but a reafonable way of vin-
dicating their liberties and juft rights; it is
making ufe of the means, and the only means,
which God has put into their power, for mu-
tual and felf-defence. And it would be highly
criminal in them, rnot to make ufe of this
means, It would be ftupid tamenefs, and un-
accountable foliy, for whole. nations to fuffet
one unreafonable, ambitious and cruel man, to
wanton and riot in their mifery. And in fuch
a.cafe it would, of the two, be more rational to
fuppofe, that-they that did NOT refiff, than
that they wha did, would receive to themfelves .
damnation, And

fying all the tyranny and oppreflion that ever any
prince was guilty of, The people know for what:
end they fet up, and maintain, their governors; and..
they are the proper judges when they execute their
1ruffras they ought to do it ;—when their prince ex-
erci’e$ an equitable and paternal authority over
them ;—when from a prince and ‘common father, he
exalts himfelf into a tyrant—when from fubjets and
children, he degrades them inte the clafs of flavesg—
plunders them, makes them his prey, and unnaturally
fports himfelf with their lives and fortunes.

P 3 THIS:
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HIS naturally brings us to make fome re-

fleCtions upon the refiftance which was
made about a century fince, to that unhappy
prince, KING CHARLES [; and upon the
ANNIVERSARY of his death., Thisisa
point which I fhould not have concerned my-
felf about, were it not that fime men coutinue
to fpeak of it, even to this day, with a great
deal of warmth and zeal; and in fuch a man-
ner as to undermine all the principles of L I-
B ER TY, whether civi! or religious, and to in-
troduce the moft abjeét {lavery both in church
and ftate: fo that it is become a matter of uni-
verfal concern.—What [ have to offer upon
this fubjec, will be comprized in a fhort am-
fwer to the following queries, viz.

For what reafon the réﬁﬁance to king
Charles 1. was made ?

By whom it was made?

Whether this refitance was REBELa«
LION®, or not?

& N. B, I fpeak of rebellion, treafon, faintfhip,
martyrdom, &c. throughout this difcourfe only in
the feriptural and theological fenfe. 1 know not
how the Jaaw defines them; the ftudy of ¢has not
being my employment——

How
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How the anniverfary of king Charles’s death
came at ﬁr/l to be folemnized as a day of

ﬁuuug auu uumumuuu .
And laftly,

Why thofe of the epifcopal clergy, who are
very high in the principles of ecclefiaftical au-
thority, continue to fpeak of this unhappy man,
asa great SAINT and a MARTYR?

For what reafon, then, was the refiftance
to king Charles made? The general anfwer
to this inquiry is, that it was on account
of the ryranny and oppreffion of his reign. Not
a great while after bis acceffion to the throne,
he married a French catholic; and with her
feemed to have wedded the politics, if not
the religion of France, alfo. For afterwards,
during a reign, or rathcr a tyranny of many
years, he governed in a perfe@ly wild and ar-
bitrary manner, paying no regard to the con-
flitution and the laws of the kingdom, by
which the power of the crown was limited ;
or to the folemn oath which he had taken at
his coronation. It would be endlefs, as well
as needlefs, to give a particular account of all
the illegal and defpotic meafures which he took
in his adminiftration ; —— partly from his

Pg own
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own natural luft of power, and partly from-
the influence of wicked counfeliors and’ mi-
nifters. He committed many illuftrious
members of both houfes of parliament to the
Tower, for oppofing his arbitrary fchemes.
He levied many taxes upon the people with-
out confent of parliament ;——and then im-
prifoned great numbers of the principal mer-
chants and gentry for not paying them.
He erefled, or at leaft revived; feveral ar-
bitrary courts, in which the moft unheard-
of barbarities were committed with his know-
fedge and approbation.—~He fupported that
more than fiend, archbithop ZLaud and the
clergy of his ftamp, in all their church-tyranny
and hellifh cruelties.—He authorifed a book in
favour of fports upon the Lord’s day; and fe-
veral clergymen were perfecuted by him and
the mentioned: preus bifhop, for not reading it
to the people after divine fervice.—When the
parliament complained to him of the arbitrary
proceedings of his corrupt minifters, he told
that augu/? body, in a rough, domineering, un-
princely maoner, that he wondered any .one
thould be fo foolifh and infolent as to think
that he would part with the meaneft of his
{ervants upon their account—He refufed to call
any parliament at all for the fpace of twelve
years together, during all which time, he go-
verned in an abfolute lawles and defpotic

manner
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manner — He took' all “opportunities to en=
courage the Papifls, and to promote them to
the higheft offices' of honour and truft—He
{probably) abetted the horrid maffacre in Jres
land, " in- which two hundred thoufand pro- -
teftants were butchered by the roman-ca:
tholics. — He fent a large fum of money; .
which he had raifed by his arbitrary taxes;
into Germany, to raife foreign troops, in order -
to-force more arbitrary taxes upon his‘fubjelts.
—He not only by a long feries of ac#ians, -but
alfo in plain terms, afferted an abfolute uncon-
troulable power; faying even in one of hiz -
fpeeches to parliament, that as it was Blafs
phemy to difpute what God might-do; fo it~
was . fedition in fubje@s to difpute what
the king might do.—Towards the end of hig -
tyranny, he came to the houfe of commons
with an armed force ¥, and demanded five of
its principal members-to be delivered up ta -
him —-And this was a prelude to: that unna-
tural war which he foon after levied againft
his own dutiful {ubje&s; whom he was bound -
by -all the laws of honour, humanity, piety,...

* Hifloriass are noi- agreed, what, number of
foldiers attended him in this monftrous invafion -
of the privileges of parliament —— fome  foy .
three hundred, fome four hundred ¢ and the author
of The hiffery of the kings of Scitland, fays five
wundred,

Ps and’
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and I might add, of inters/? alfo, to defend and
cherith with a paternal affeétion —I have only
time to hiat at thefe facts in a general way,
all which, and many more of the fame tenor,
may be proved by good authorities: fo that
the figurative language which St. Fokn ufles
concerning the juft and beneficent deeds of our
bleffed Saviour, may be applied to the un-
righteous and execrable deeds of this prince,
viz. And there are alfo many other things which
king Charles didy th: which, if they fbould be
writien every oney, 1 fuppife that even the world
itfelfy could not contain the books that fhould be
written®, Now it was on account of king
Charles’s thus affuming a power above the laws,
in direct contradi¢tion to his coronatioen oath,
and governing the greateft part of his time, in
the moft arbitrary oppreflive manner; it was
upon this account, that the refiftance was
made to him, which, at length, iffued in the
lofs of his crown, and of that head which was
vnworthy to wear it.

But by whom was this refiltance made?
Not by a private junioj—not by a {mall fe-
ditious rarty; not by a few defperad es, who,
to mend their fortunes, would embroil the
ftate ;j——but by the LORDS and COM-

* Jobn xxi. 23,
, 8 MONS
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MONS of England. It was they that almoft
enanimoufly oppofed the king's meafures for
overturning the conflitution, and changing that
free and happy government into a wretched,
abfolute monarchy. It was they that when the
king was about lévying forces againft his fub-
jefts, in order to make himfelf abfolute, com-
miffioned officers, and raifed an army to de-
fend themfelves and the public: and it was
they that maintained the war againft him all
along, till he was made a prifoner. This is
indifputable. Though it was not properly
fpeaking the parliament, but the army, which
put him to death afterwards. And ir ought
to be freely acknowledged, that moft of their
proceedings, in order to get this matter effetted ;
and particularly the court by which the king
was at laft tried and condemned, was a little
better than a mere mockery of juftice.—

The next queftion which naturally arifes,
is, whether this refiftance which was made to
the king by the parliament, was properly re-
bellion, or not? The anfwer to which is plain,
that it was not; but a moft righteous and glo-
rious ftand, made in defence of the natural and
 legal rights of the people, againftthe unnatural
and illegal encroachments of arbitrary power.
Nor was this a rath and too fudden oppotition,
The nation had been patient under the op-

Po preflions
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preffions of the crown, even.to long-fuferings
for a courfe of many years;-and there was
no rational hope of redrefs in-any other way—
Refiftance was abfolutely neceffary in order to
preferve the nation from flavery, mifery and
ruin, And who fo proper to make this re-
mrance as tne 101'(.15 auu GOMMIIONS 3
whole reprefentative body of the people;
guardians of the public welfare ; and each of

b <k e . .
which was S, il i‘;'“ 1t of ;fg‘lﬂativu, vefted with

i N
[§33v4

an equal, co-ordmate power, with that of the
crown *? Here were two branches. of the le~

aiflature

‘b

» The Englzﬁ conftitation is orxgmaﬂy and ef-
Lomas 1. . MTha aharalla 2L s [P P
rc"l.ldlly Jrﬂ't'. Lac \.ua!aucl, WUI\JI J‘(‘l“) N jar
and TZacitus both give of the ancient Britains fa
long ago, is, That they were extremely jealous of
their lsberties, as well as a people of a mrtial {pi-

++ Nor have there been wantine freq
rit.  Nor have there been waating frequent in»

ftances and proofs of the fame glorious fpirit (in
both refpeﬂs) remaining in their pofterity ever fince,
t—— in the firuggles they have made for liberty,

Loth acainff foreion and domeflic tyrants, -

‘Their kings hold their title to the throne, iolely
by grant of parliament; 7. ¢. in other words, by
the voluntary confent of the people.  And, agree-

ab!(n heff!{r‘, the prerooative and riohes of t f}xn ciown

are ftated, defined,and limited by law; and that
as truly and firi@lly as the 1ights of any inferior
officer in the ftate; or indced, of any private fub-
ieft. " And it is only in this, rp(nm‘} that it can
be faid, that ¢ the king can do no wrong.” Be-
ing reftrained by the law, he cannot, while he

confines
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giflature againft ome; —two, which had laws
and equity and the conflitution on their fide,
againfb

confines himfelf within thofe jult limits which the
law prefcribes to him as the meafure of his an-
thority, injure and opprefs the fubjeét. The
king, in his coromation oath, fwears to exercife
only fuch a power as the conftitution gives him »
and the fubje@, in the oath of allegiance, f{wears
only to obey him in the exercife of fuch a power,
The king 1s as much bound by his oath, not to
infringe the legal rights of the people, as the peo-
ple are bound to yield fubjeétion to him, . From
whence it follows, that as foon as the prince fets
himfelf above law, he lofes the king in the ty.
rant: he does to all intents and purpofes, unking
himfelf, by alting out of, and beyond, that fphere
which the conftitution allows him to move in.
And in fuch cafes, he has no more right to be
obeyed, than any inferior officer who adis beyond
his commiffion. The fubjets obligation to- alle-
giance then ceafes of courfe: and to refit. him,
is no more rebéllio, than to refit any foreign in-
vader. There is av cflential difference betwixt go-
werament and tyranny;. at leatt under fuch a con-
ttitation as the Faglih,  The former confifts in
ruling according to law and equity; the later,
in ruling contrary te law and equity. So alfo,
there is au eflential difference betwixe refifting a
tyrant, and rebellion ;. the former is a juft and rea-
{onable felf defence; the latter conifls 1a sefifling
a prince whofe adminiftration is jult and legal ; and
this is what denominates it a crime. Now it
is evident, that king Charles’s government was il.
legal, and very opprefiive, through the greateit part
of his reign : and, therefore, to refit him, was. no
more rebellion, than to oppofe any foreign invas
der, or any other domeftic ‘oppreffor.
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againft one which was impioufly attempting
to overturn law and equity and the conflitution ;
and to exercife a wanton licentious fovereignty
over the properties, confciences and lives of all
the people :—Such a fovereignty as fome incon-
fiderately afcribe to the fupreme governor of
the world.—I fay, inconfiderately; becaufe
God himfelf does not govern in an abfolutely
arbitrary and defpotic ntanner. ‘The power of
this Almighty King (I fpeak it not without
caution and reverence ; the power of this Al-
mighty King) is limited by law; not indeed,
by asis :f parliament, but by the eternal /Jaws
of truth, wifdom and equity; and the ever-
lafting tubles of right reafon;— tables that
cannot be repealed, or ibrown down and broken
like thofe of Mofes. — But king Charles fat
himfelf above all thefe, as much as he did
above the written laws of the realm; and
made mere humour and caprice, which are no
rule at all, the only rule and meafure of his ad-
miniftration. And now, is it not perfedly ri-
diculous to call refiftance to fuch a tyrant, by
the name of rebellion ?—the grand rebellion !
Even that—parliament, which brought king
Charles I1. to the throne, and which run Joyally
mad, feverely reproved one of their own mem-
bers for condemning the proceedings of that
parliament, which firft took up arins againft the
former king. And upon the fame principles

that
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that the proceedings of this parliameat may be
cenfured as wicked and rebellious, thé pro-
ceedings of thofe who, fince, oppofed king
Fames 11. and brought the prince of Orange to-
the throne, may be cenfured as wicked and re-
bellious alfo. The cafes are parallel.—But
whatever fome men may think, it is to be hoped
that, for théir own fakes, they will not dare to
Jpeat againft the REVOLUTION, upon the
juftice and legality of which depends (in part)
his prefent MAJESTY’s right to the throne.

If it be faid, that although the parliament
which firft oppofed king Char/es’s meafures,
and at length took up arms againft him, were
not guilty of rebellion; yet certainly thofe
perfons were, who condemned, and put him
to death; even this perhaps is not true. For
he had, in fa&, wnkinged himfelf long before,
and had forfeited his title to the allegiance of
the people, fo that thofe who put him to death,
were, at moft, only guilty of murder ; which
indeed, is bad enough, if they were really
guilty of rhat; (which is at Jealt difputable.)
Cromwell, and thofe who were principally con-
cerned in the (nominal) king's death, might
poflibly have been very wicked and defigning
men. Nor fhall I fay any thing in vindication
of the reigning Aypacrify of thofe times; or of
Cromwell’s male-adminiftration during the 7n-

ter-
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ter-regnum : (for it is truth, and not a party,

that I am fpeaking for.) Bat ftill it may be

faid, that Cromwe/l and his adherents were not

properly fpeaking, guilty of rebellion ; becaufe

he, whom they beheaded, was not properly

{peaking, their king; but a lawlefs tyrant.—

Much lefs, are the whole body of the nation at

that time to be charged with rebellion on that

‘account ; for it was no national af?; it was
not done by a free parliament. And much

lefs flill, is the nation at prefent, to be charged

with the great fin of rebellion, for what their

anceflors did, (or rather did NOT) a century -
ago.

But how came the ammiverfury of king
Charles’s death, to be folemnized as a day of
fafting and humiliation? The true anfwer in
brief, to which inquiry, is, that this faft was

_inftituted by way of court and~compliment to
king Charles 11. upon the refleration. AN
were defirous of ‘making their court to him;
of ingratiating themfelves ; and of making him
forget what had been done in oppofition to his
father, {o as not torevenge it.  To effet this,
they ran into the moft extravagant profeffions
of affetion and loyalty to him, infomuch that
he himfelf faid, that it was a mad and bair-
brained loyalty which they profeffed. And
among{t other flrange things, which his frR

parliament
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parliament did, they ordered the thirtieth of:
Fanuary (the day on which his father was be--
headed) to be kept as a day of folemn humili-
ation, to deprecate the judgments of heaven for
the rebellion which the nation had been guilty
of, in that which. was. no national thing;
and which was not rebellion in them that did
it—Thus they foothed and flattered their new
king, at the expence of their liberties: = And.
were ready to yield up. frecy to Charles 11, all
that enormous power, which they had juftly re-
{ifted Ctarles 1, for ufurping to himfelf.

The laft query mentioned, was, Why thofe
of the epifespal clergy, who are very high in the
principles of ecclefiaflical authority, continue to
fpeak of this unhappy prinee asa great jfaint
and a martyr 2 This, we know, is what they
conflantly do, efpecially on the thirtieth of Fa-
nuary;—a day facred to the extolling of him,
and to the reproaching of thofe who are not of
the effablifbed church, - Out of the fame mouth on
this day, proceedeth bleffing and curfing* 5 theres
with blfs they their God, even Charles, and
therewith curfe they the diffenters: And their
tongue can no man tame it is an unruly evil,
Sull of deadly poifon. King Charles is, upon.
this folemnity, frequently compared to our.

*. James iil, 8, g, 10,

Lord:
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Lord Jefus Chrift, both in refpet of the be-
linefs of his life, and the greatnefs and in-
juftice of his fufferings 3 and it is a wonder they
do not add fomething concerning the merits of
his death al{o — But blefled faint and royal
martyr are as humble titles as any that dre
thought werthy of Mny,

Now this may, at firft view, well appear to
be a very ftrange phaenomenon. For king
Charles was really a man black with guilt, and
laden with iniquity *, as appears by his crimes
before mentioned. He lived a tyrant; and it
was the oppreflion and violence. of his reign,
that brought him to his untimely and violent
end at laf. Now what of faintthip or mar-
tyrdom is there in all this? What of faine-
fuip is there in- eneowrmgiog peoplz to profiune
the Zords Day? Whas of famtfhi\p in falfticod
and perjury ! What of faintthip in repeated
tobberies and depredations ? What of faintthip
in throwing real faints, and glorious patriots
into gaols? What of faintfhip in overturning
an excellent civil conftitution ?—and proudly
grafping at an illegal and monftrous power ?
What of faintfhip in the murder of thoufands
of innocent people ; and involving a nation in
all the calamities of a civit war? And what of

* Ifaiah i, 4.
mar-
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martyrdom is there, in a man’s bringing an im-
mature and violent death upon himfelf, by Ze-
4ng  wicked overmuch +? Is there any fuch
thing as grace, without goodnefs? As being a
follower of Chrift without following him? As
being his difciple, without- learning of him to
be juft and beneficent ? Or as faintfhip with-
our fanctity}? If not, I fear it will be hard
to prove this man a faint. And verily one
would be apt to fufped, that that church muft

+ Ecclef. vii. 17.

T Is it any wonder that even perfons who do
not ewalt afier their own Eifts, thowld feoff ar fack
Jaints as this, both in the f-# and in the /af days,
even from everlafting to everlafling ? 2 Pet. iil. 3, 40
=— But perhaps it will be faid, thut thefe things
are MYS‘TERIES, -which (athogitr vefy trae
in themfelves)  lay-wnderflandings cannot compre-
hend: or, indeed, any other perfuns amongft us,
befides thofe who being INWARDLY MOVED
BY THE HOLY Gl&ﬂ&’l‘ have taken a trip
acrofs the diigntic to- obtakn spifcopitd orvdination and
the dnitlible charader — However, if thefe cpnfo
¢rated gentlemen do not quite defpair of us, it is
boped that, in the abundance of their charity, the;
will endeavour to illucidare thefe dark points ; and,
at the fame time, explain the creed of ano:ber of
their eminemt faints, which we are told, that un-
lefs we &elieve faithfuily, (i, €.) beliewvingly) ave
cannot be faved: which cteed, (or rather riddle)
noswithilanding all the labours of the piaus s
and merapiyfical Dr. Waterland, remains fomewhat
enigmatical Rill,

be
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be- but poorly flocked with faints and martyrs,
which is forced to adopt fuch enormous finners
into her ‘4alendar, in order to. {well the
pumber.

Bat to unravel this myflery of (nonfenfe as.
well. as of) iniguity, which has already worked
for a ling time amonglt us*; or, at leaft, to.
give the moft. probable folution of it; it is to
be remembered, that king Charles, this bur-
lifque upon faintthip and martyrdom, though
fo great an oppreflor, was a true friend to the-
Church ;—fo true a friend to her, that he was
very well affeCted towards the roman catholicss.
and would probably have been very willing to
unite Lambeth and. Rome. This appears by
his marrying a true daughter of that true mo-
ther of harlsts ¢ 5 which he did with a difpenfa~
tion from the Pope, that fupreme BISHOP;
to whom when lie wrote, he gave.the title of
MOST HOLY FATHER. His queen was
extremely bigotted to all the folltes and fu-
perftitions, and to the hierarchy of Rome; and
had a prodigious aleendency over him all his.
life. It was, in part, owing to this, that he
(probably) abetted the maffacre of the pro-
teftants in Jreland; that he affifted in extir-
pating the French proteftants at Rochelle; that.

* 2 TheflL 35, 7. + Rev. xvii. 3.
he.
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he all along encouraged papifts, and popithly
affe@ed clergymen, in preference to all other
perfons, and that he wpheld that monfter
of wickednefs, ARCHBISHOP LAUD, and
the bithops of his ftamp, in all their church ty-
ranny and diabolical cruelties. Inreturn to his
kindnefs and indulgence in which refpedts, they
caufed many of the pulpits throughout the
nation, to ring with the divine abfolute, inde-
feafible right of kings; with the praifes of
Gharles and his reign ; and with the damnable
fin of refifting the Lord’s ansinted, let him do
what he would. So that not Chrif, but
Gharles, was commonly preached to the peo-
ple.~In plain Englifh, there feems to have
been an impious bargain ftruck up betwixt the
Jeepter and the furplice, for enflaving both the
bodies and fouls of men. The king appeared to
be willing that the clergy fhould do what they
would,—fet up a monftrous hierarchy like that
of Rome,~—a monltrous inquifition like that of
Spain or Portugal,—or any thing elfe which
their own pride, and the devil’s malice, could
prompt them to: provided always, that the
clergy would be #o0ls to-the crown; that they
would make the people believe, that kings had
‘God’s authority for breaking God’s law; that
they had a commiffion from heaven to feize the
eftates -and lives of their fubje@s at pleafure;
and that it was a damnable fin to refift them,
6 even
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even when they did fuch things as deferved
more than damnation.—This appears to be the
true key for explaining the myflerious doftrine
of king C“arles’s faint(hip and martyrdom. He
was a f{aint, not becaufe he was in his life a.
good man, but a good churchman 3 not becaufe
he was. a lover of belinefs but the bierarchy; not
becaufe he was a friend to Chrif?, but the
craft. And he was a martyr in his death, not
becanfe he bravely fuffered death in the canfe
of truth and righteoufnefs, but becaufe he died
an enemy to liberty and the rights of con-
fcience; i. e. not becaufe he died an enemy to
Jiny but diffenters, For thefe reafons it is that
all bigatted clergymen, and friends to church-
power, paint this man as a faint in his life,
though he was fuch a mighty, fuch a ropal
/nmr, and as 2 mertyr—in—his death, though

he fell a facrifice only to his own ambition,
avarice, and wnbounded luft of power. And
from proftituting their praife upon king Charl s,
and offering him that incenfe which is not his
due, it is nataral for them to make a tran-
fition to the diffenters, (as they commonly do)
and to load them with that reproach which
they do not deferve; they being generally
profefled enemies both to civil and ecclefiaftical
tyranny. We are commonly charged (upon
the thirtieth of Fanuary) with the guilt of put-
ting the king to death;, under a notion that it

' T was
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was our anccftors that did it; and fo we are
reprefented in the blackeft colours, not only as
{chifmatics, but alfo as traitors and rebels and
all that is bad. And thefe /lfty gentlemen
vfually rail upon this head, in fuch a manner
as plainly fhews, that they are either grofly
tgnorant of the hiftory of thofe times which
they fpeak of ; or, which is worfe, that they
are guilty of the moft fhameful prevarication,
flander and falthood.—But every perty prieff,
with a ro// and a gown, thinks he muft do
fomething in imitation of his betters in lasen,.
and fhew himfelf a true fin of the church:
And thus, through a foolith ambition to ap-

pear confiderable, they only rendes themfelves
contemptible.

But fuppofe our fore-fathers did kill their
mock faint and martyr a century ago, what is
that to us now? If I miftake not, thefe gen-
tlemen generally preach down the do&rine of
the imputation of Adam’s fin to his poflerity, as
abfurd and unreafonable, notwithftanding they
have folemnly fubfcribed what is equivalent to
it in their own articles of religion. And there-
fore one would hardly expeét that they would
lay the guilt of the king's death upon s, al-
though our fors-fathers had been the only au-
thors of it. But this condu& is much more
furprifing, when it does not appear that our

anceftors
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-anceltors had any more hand in it than thefr
own.—However, bigotry is fufficient to ace
‘count for this, and ‘many other phensiena,
which cannot be -accounted for'in any other
way. -
Although the obfervation®of this anniverfary
feems to have been (at leaft) fuperftitious in its
original 3 and although it is often -abufed to
very bad purpofes by the eftablithed:clergy, as
they ferve themfelves of it, to perpetuate firife,
a_party. {pirit, and divifions in the chriftian
church ; yet it is to be hoped that one good
end will be anfwered by it, ‘quite contrary to
‘their intention; ‘it is ‘to be hoped, that it will
prove a ftanding memento, that Britons will not
be flaves; and a warning to all corrupt coun- -

fellors and min;ﬂtzaw‘ivi-

fing to arbitrary defpotic meafures,— -

To conclude: Let us all learn to be fies
and to be lyal, " Let us not profels ourfelves
vaffals to the lawlefs pleafure of any man on
earth, But let us remember, at the fame
time, government is facred, and not to be
trifed with. It is our happine(s to live under
the government of a Prince, who is fatisfied with
ruling according to law; as every other good
prince will—We enjoy under his adminiftra-
tion all the liberty that is proper and expe-

-dient for us. It becomes us, therefore, to be
contented,
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contented, and dutiful fubjedts. Let us prize
our freedom; but not zfe our liberty fir a
cloke of malicioufnefs ®. ‘There are men who-
ftrike at liberty under the term licentioufnefs.-
There are others who aim at pepularity under-
the difguife of pat:i tifm. Be aware of both. -
Extremes are dangerous. There is at prefent”
amongft us, perhaps more danger of the latter”
than of the formers  For which reafon I would-
exhort you to payall: due regard to the go~

vernment over us; to the KING ‘and all in+
authority; and to lead @ quiet and peaceable

life +.—Ard while I am fpeaking of loyalty to>
our earthly prince, - {fuffer me julk to put you in

mind to be loyal alfo to the fupreme RULER-
of thé univerfey by whom kings reign, and princes

decree jufticet. 'To which king eternal, im--
mortal, invifible, . even to the ONLY WISE"
GOD |, be all honour and praife, DOMI--
NION and thaskfgiving, through JESUS-
CHRIST our LORD. AMEN,.

#p Pet. it 167 + 1 Timeii, 2, § Prov. viii. 15,
Ix Tim. i, 17,

© VOL. I Q
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The MANNER of »
*CONSECRATION

OF THE
BISHOPS
IN

D U B L I W,
By the Lord Primate in the year 1660.

HEREAS we have thought fit to
appoint the 27th of this inftant
" Fanuary 1660, for the confecra-

tion of bithops ; to the end therefore that the
fame may be fo ordered, as decency and the
dignity of fo holy an office fhall require; weg
bave thought fit, by the advice of our brethren
the bithops, who are to aflift in that facred ad-
miniftration, and with whom we have confulted
io that behalf, to order,

That at feven o’clock in the morning of the
* faid day, the lords bithops ele&t do attend us,
at the dean of Chrift church Lis houfe, and

% The editor confiders this fmall piece as a pre-
latic comment on the words of Chrif', my kingdom is
not of this world 3 and as fuch it is here publifhed,

Q2 that



340 The Pillars of PrIESTCRAFT

that all the bifhops confecrators be there alfo im
sheir cornered caps, rochets dad. chimers.-

That notice be given to.the faid deans of the:
#wo cathedral churches of Dublin, that they:
likewile are expected ta attend at the fame time:
and place in their formalities.

That ¢he faid deans refpeively fhall give-
erders to the dignitaries, prebendaries, canons,,
petit-eanons, vicars, choral, and-chorifters, thag.
they do attend-at the fame hour, in their refpec-
-tive formelities in the body of Chrift-church.

* That the vice-chaneellop, or pro- vice-chancel-
Tor of the univerfity, all doctors of divinity, and
of the law, as alfo all the minifters and civilians
in this city,wwith the whole univerfity,do likee
wife repair thither, fo far as they can conveni+
ently furnith themfelves with gowns and forma-
lities to their refpe@ive offices and dxgmties
appertammg

That the order of proceeding be as follows 3.

"Fhat the purfuivant of the court of preroga™
tive, and the apparator general bare-headed.

The vergers of the faid two cathedrala allp
bare-headed.

The chorifters two-and two, and: the reft of
the procedents alfo in order, two and twe as
followeth.. S
- Vicars <horals,.
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- Petit-canons.
Prebendaries.
Digpnitaries.

. The faid two deans.

The bifhops ele& in their albs, :

The lord primate’s gent. ufher, and fecretary
bare-headed.

The lord primate.

* 'The other bifhops confeerators:two and.two:
‘The beadle of the univerfity. A
The vice-chancellor, or pro-vice- chancelorx,

and provoﬂv

- Deans and doctors two-and two, :*’a
That the abovefaid orders may proceed with-

a filent, Tolemaswmd-fhétr paced gravity, until
the time of entrance into- the weft-gate of St,
Patrick’s church, where the vicars and chorif-
ters are to proceed finging into .the choir, and
there continue finging the te deum, accompa-
nied with the organ, until the archbithops,
bithops, and' the reft of the principal prece-
dents fhall be placed and feated» in their re-
fpe&tive flalls.

-That the office of morning prayer be folemn-
}y celebrated by the dean of the faid churchs
Which ended, Dr. Fer. Taylor, lord bithop
elet of Down, defigned to preach the concio.ad
clerum, is to afcend the pulpxt during the fing-
mg of per vens mobise

3 That
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That after the faid bihop hath ended ‘his
fermon, he be conveyed by the verger to his ftall-

‘That upon his lordﬂﬁp’s-defcent from the
pulpit an anthem be fong.

That from the end of the anthem the voice
of the organ be heard, and continued until
the lord primate and the other bithops who
are to confecrate, afcend into the enclofure
within the rails, and fomewhat longer; at
Jeaft till the noife, which may be occafioned by
the ufual motion of the people from their places
after fermon, fhall ceafe.

That after the primate and bithops cone
- fecrators are feated -in their chairs, and the
found of the organs continuing, the vicar-ge-
neral (as fent by the faid primate) is to go to
the lords eledt, fitting in their flalls, and fo
with the dean of St. Patrick to conduét their
lordfhips to the enclofure, and there to range
them in their order according as diretion fhall
be given by the primate,

That then the office of confecration be ce-

lebrated, which ended, the anthem to that pur-
pofe compofed by the dean of St. Patrick’s, cal-
led quam denuo exaltavit deminus coronam, be

fung asit here followeth.
Anthems



and OrTHODOXY fhaken. 343

Anthem after the confucratisn,

\Treble.

Now tl;at the Lord bath readvanc'd the crown,
WWhich thirfl of fpoil and frantic zeal threw down.,

Tenor.
Now that the Lord the mitre bas reflor’d,
Which with the crown lay in the duft abborr’d,
Treble—Praife him ge kings? Chorus all.
- Tenor——Praife bim ye prigfls Sing
Glory to Chrift our high priefly highef? king.

Treble,
Moay Fudal’s royal feeptre fill fhine clears
_7Tenor.
May Aaron’s boly rod f1ill bloffoms bear.

Treble and Tenor.
Sceptre and rod rule fill, and guide our land,
And thofe whom Gad anoints feel no. rude hand ;

May love, peace, plenty, wait on crown and chairy
And may both fhare in bleffings as in care.

Chorus.
Angels look down, and joy to fee,
Like that above, a monarchy.
Angels look dovon, and joy 1o fees
Like that above, an bicrarchy,

That
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That while weni' creator is finging, the
bithops to be confecrated fhall have their ro-
chets and chimers put on; which done, the
confecration ended, and the anthem and’ te
dbum fung, the communion is to follow, and
after the communion.the: blefling to be pro--
nounced by the.lord primate..

X et ai v

whole proceffion-do- attend us. to the
his lodgings.

’U
=3
B,
-
¢

That the letifecetur cor regis be fung be-
fore the lord primate, as' he goeth from the-
chointo the ontward partof the church.

That in the return of his grace from , the
church; the proceffion be fo altered, that ‘the
new confecrated archbithops ‘and bifhops, .
be difpofed with the” other bithops confe-
crators, according to the refpetive .dignities
of their fees, quality, and’ femomy of confe-
cration,

Fo. Armacanus..
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