




LONDON. 

A $ this Volume <TonfiRs of vev 

inf&Bivc treatifes, I inkribe. 

it to you ; both as a pudlic acknowledge- 
ment of your favoursk the Editor,. an& 
affo that I may have an opportunity of 
exhorting you to ze.4 and ardour ‘in af-. 
krting the principles of: liberty. 

YOU will here f&e, that the crbrifliam 
religion which contains every motive to) 
geodnefs perfonal and foc.&& and the: 

\ A. 2_ . defign;l, 



defign of which wq m,biefs al1 rxxionsx 
_ and io m&e men knTvertlly good and 

happy, hath been fo perverted and abukd, \ 
as to. bxome the intirumenx QF oppreffknr 
and tyranny, and producctive ofthofe very 
evils that it was intended to prevent or 
remedy. \ 

YOU will perceive that all the&z mif- 
chiefs have arikn from invefiing its 
miniiters with worldly power and do- 
minion, contrary to the defign- of its 
author, and to the precepts and p&tern. of 
his gol‘pel. 

You will find, that th& men To de&- 
generzced from th,eir firlt infiiiution, as 
to fi:t up for ruling, i&ad cf infiru&ing ; 
and though they prtttended a zeal for 

, kuls, yet their behaviour plainly fhewed, 
that they cared not what became of iouTs 
if they could but obtain power and wealth, 

the 



tie confiant obje& of their purfuit :- 
that far many ages they manifeited eithtr 
the groffZk ignorance of the nature and:: 
de@ of chtifiianity, or- the molt wiiful 
and wicked oppofition to it ; and thztz 
they Eo blinded and Muded the people,, 
that temporal ideas were conitantly annexi- 

ed to a re@jcn that is f’iritual.; and 

C%-ist’s kingdom, which is not of this+ 
wo:ld~ was made a worlJy. kingdom 
indeed r 

You will fee that what they called the- 
C’L~cb,.was a mighty Bakl, built upon: 
the ruins of reafon, rjghteoufne6, truth+ 
goodneis and mercy, all that is dear a&: 

facred to men ! You will obf&ve, t ha@: 
notwirh&‘nding it was the de&n. of theie 
holy oflice to lead men t6 a% happine& 
they have ‘been the grratelt. km to she. 

e-are and comfort of men, Rreferring tic 
at1 t’mes t/:eir own p&k and gxndeur tat 
&e peace ,and welfare of nations.: That+ 
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fx this end, ‘they have promoted and 
encouraged CupAition in the people, 
op@-elfion and tyranny in princes ; have 
foothej and flattered wicked kings in 
all thtir violent and ruinous meafures; 
have preached do&rines of flavery, juf: 
tified all defpotic and arbitrary encroach- 
ments ; have taught that obedience to 
the will of. the piince was the indif’en- 
Bible duty of tile people, and that where 
the la&r ~oul:I not in confcience corn- 
ply wirh the demands of the former, 
thy muit not Lonever refit%, but be 
pa@ve where ti-.ey could r.ot be active: 

ind that by thek felfifh and lying doc- 
crir-es, they have brought this nation to 

the very bri.ik of ruin and perdition. 

It will here be manifeit to you, that 
they were the men that bred all the dif- 
cord betwixt King Charles I. and his 
parliament ; rhat filch tirebrands as Laud, 

Mhwaritzg, 



Manwaring, and others (the SaPbeverels . 
of that day) advifed and promoted all tha 
cruel and pernicious High-Comm@on andi 
Star-Chamber courts, and .hurried on that 
prince to thofe illegal prabices,, which 
afterwards jufily brought him to the block:, 
for it is evident that he deferved it, and 
that the people were under a necefity 
either of cutting him off, or of being 
ff aves then&&e’s +tbi).ut t&mption. 

Hence you will learn, that it muit be 
the extremefi itupidity and infatuaticn, 
the effe& either of the greatefi. ignorance 
or the greate’ti malice, to countenance or c 
fupport any *power in priefis ; and that; 
it is the duty of all men to oppofe and 
break their power by all pofible means : 
that it is. poiCon and detfiru&idn both to 
religion and civil government, to give 
the minifiers of religion any power, ex- 
cept that of reafsn, and perfuafion ; thie 
being all the power which ~~~fifis with the. 

/ -7. nature 



namre QE chrifiianitg ca f&e and rationa!’ 
aligi9n) and with the p&x and happine&i 
of l&mm k&q : fm &at: whtrevm- 
piells- had more power;- they altiays em- 
ployed it to, the worfi purpoti, to t&n&, 
deceive,. and enflkve the world. 

XGU will learn alfo from hence, not- tog 

k &u&d- sy4 &es up ~ by. vm-ds4 
and founds, and particulkly by the word 
C&r&, the moIt fknfelefi found of aItll-* 
other-s, which~asno~~~ingfbut,a.wick~d, 
me ; for the priefis never u& it but either4 
fior fond fuperfiition or terrible dcminio~ :. 
and when they damn a man in,their creeds,. 
worry him in their 8iabol-A courts, and: 
throw him into prifon,.and till this tie 
Rzwr of tbc Cburck, they can mean no- 
thing by that phrai‘e but their in peerer %: 
the& things being ,a contrary to khrifti-- 
anity, as they are to all redon (and nat.urakr 
jut&e, And indeed, iif the rbrifliuli re. 
k&n *gave&e kafi countenance. .to fu,c.h . 



pra&ices, no miracles could fipport 2s 
di.vine pretenfions, at leafi it could never 
prc.ceed from a righteous and good bei& -j f 
You will hence rej-& with fcorn the grea$“T 
argument urged by priefis in fipport of 
their opprrffive doings, viz. that they 

-. have the laws on their /;de 5 which will 
jufiify Popery, the kzgw&on, the BujiWe, 
and every tyranny wder heaven. You 
will be amazed, that in fgch an age as this, s 
an age boa&g of’ ligh? and kn&ledge, 
there should be To mqny abfurd do&rines 
and fueh iniqktous pra&ces itz the @z.i 
B&d religion : witn& the A$atia&zq * 

creed, UC. and witnef% ;he confifcatioi 
of \men’s goods, and the imprifonment 
of their perfons for non-payqent of tpthe, 
UC. And finally,. yotI~ will hence plainly 

_ ke, that thofe men arc the greatefi friend;- 
to fociety, and worthy sf+aH’ fiipport and. 
encouragement, who ax -.for itripping 
pi-i& of a!1 theis power : that to vilify 

aed3 



and abuik fuch men,. is mo&ous fob 
and a fort ofhigh treafon to the cowww 
we&h ; face the p&fic ctEFI have no fi?- 
curity 6x its Jiberty and happine& whilfl! 
priefis are rampant and mighty; and they 
aqd their trdmpery wilf flourifh eternally,. 
8 no man iball dare to contradie an!: op- 
pofe them.. 

The@ Sir, sib- tc&&ns, w&h a mm, 
of your underfianding wiil naturally make 
on aperural of: tke followin& t&Is&which% 
being of great worth ati value, on very 
btcreiting and important fubje&, are 
here colIcBed and preferved : and, I per- 
i+ade myElf, that they will have a place. 
‘m every library, among other defences of 
Ebcrty and the tights of mankind,,againfi. 
all’ invaders and oppmfkrs thereof, 

I only add, that it will$se me a~ fin- 

gu!ar pleafure to find that this dedication, 
~oauibutes., to, your firm elt&.Mhment in 

the: 



the. primiplesaf liberty, and that I am with 

the fTbofi ’ hearty w&es for your wdfY 
and happin&, 
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A 

* SHORT VIEW. 

T H E behavionr o’f the clergy having 
feemed to be very extraordinary on 
fame late occafions, I was led by 

my reflc&ions on t&a@ head td make Come 
further enquiry, than I had hitherto done, 
what the conduEt of that ret of men had been 
from the morGeaTlp times of 42ur:govetnment 
down to the prefent, and what had been, 
the opinions of the w,iCefI of our anceitors 
glbo!lt it, 

I thought it was far from 3mproper.at this 
time to know not only what reitrifiions to the 
power and wealth of the church, the legi- 
flature had formerly deemed reqGte, but -alfo 
whether the clergy had not by thtibehaviour / 2 
made thofe rc4trXtions abfolu tely neceQ&-y. 
From thence we may befter know what to 
think of their clamowrs of late, upon any at- 
tempt to put the leait limits to their property, 
or reflriAions to their power, in Lch cares, 
where it might be made ufe of to Oppltfs any 
of their fellow-fubjefis. 
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For though the reafonableaef2 of laws tta 
prevent the abufe of power, br an exorbitam 
increafe of property in any fet of men, where 
there is only d probability of either, is kielf 
fufficient to recommend the enaRing them, 
even though we had not already been fenfible 
of fuch abufes ; yet the necefiity of fuch 3aws 
is frill further enforced, when founded on ex- 
amples and experience, and confirmed by the 
opinions of our wife gredeceffor:s. 

It is for this reafon, I trouble the ptib- 
lit with the following fheets, that by laying 
before them in as Short and compendious a . 
manner, as I am able, an hiflorical accounk 
of the conduti of the clergy of this nation, 
as far as it any way affetied civil affairs Once 
the time of Wil’liam I. they may form :a judg- 
ment from matters of fa& how far necefiry 
all precautions in the laity againit rhe defigns 
of the clergy are, according as they fee this 
conduEt of theirs has promoted the public good 
or otherwife. 

Whoever looks into our antient hifiories, 
will find the clergy have been always guided 
by a difiin& interefi of their own, mofi fre- 
quently contrary to that of the nation : i.nltead 
of afirting the liberty of the people, they 

have 
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have been molt infirumeotal in all attempts 
to deitroy it ; inffead of propagating, generous 
notions of freedom, they have confiantly eni 
deavoured to infJi1, into the. minds of men 
the mofi flavi0-r maxims, and taught lelfons 
of the molt blind and abje& fubmii?ion. 

Their oppofition to power, whenever they 
have made any, has generally been faAious 
and felfifh, not grounded on motives of re- 
gard for the good of the commonwealtl7, 
but occafioned by fame attempt upon their 
temporal inter& or privileges, which was 
often no other than a jufi intention of retcrhcl~; 
ing iheir encroachments upon the crown4 and 
people. 

Accordingly we my obfcrve, that the msft . 
dangerous defigns againit the public h,itve 
been formed by fuch of.ouc princes, who be- 
gan with fecurinb ‘the clergy to their interefi 
by great condefceafions to them’; fkr we fel- 
dom find the clergy to haxe ‘failqdrreturning 
the compliment by Qconcurrence in promot- 
ing the mofk arbitrary attempts by their doc- 
trine and a&ions. 

The ufe the clergy have made of what 
power they have acquired under fuch princes, 

B3 - has 
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, has always been moft infupportable to th+ 
laity, ei‘pecially to fuch as have oppofed it, 

I will. not detain the Yeader any longer 
from forming his awn judgment an this fub- 
je&, but ha&n to my relation of fa&s, by 
which only I d&ire he may be determined, 
as he &all find them agreeabIe to truth, tQ 
which I have endeavoured to have the itri8eft 
regard.. 

The battle of Hu@‘ng.r, gained by the duke 
of Nmmzndy, would have been very far from 
determining the fate of this country, had the ’ 
En~l;Jh fufficientJj7 united in its defence. He 
was in polf~fflon of but one caflle in the king- 
dom, that of Doz.er; The .earls &‘~car and 
Edwin, who had diflinguilhed themreEves aI- 
ready in the defence of their country, had 
ihut th<mf+es up in Lo&on with -the re- 
mains of the army defeated at &$Vn~r. 
PTilZitm could’ not without evident danger 
march into the hecrt of the kingdom, and 
1,eave that city behind him in poffefion of 
his enemies ; nor could he lay liege to a place, 
that would coil him much time, and employ 
the greatefi part of his army, which was no 
large one, without leaving all the remote 

’ counties in Eng,?~nd at liberty to take pro- 
per meafures for their fecurily, and to raife 



M&era1 armies, which might have been greatly 
- fiuperior to his own. 

Whilfl he was in thb perplexed fituation, 
the Ettglifi had no reafoa to defpair ; and in- 
deed the twoearls juft mentioned 
efforts to animate the London~r~. 

ufed all their 

To unite them the more, it was propofed to 
, declare young Edgar king. Jn this generous 

defign it was reafonable to think, the clergy 
wou!d have unanimoufly concurred. One 
would expe& to find thiht body- of men mak- 
ing ufe of all their influence over the peopfe 
to infiire them with a fenfe of the duty, they , 
owed their country, and the obligations thei 
were under to venture their lives in defending 
it from an army of rapacious adventurers : 
that they would have employed their inter- 
cefion with heaven (which they woul$ wil- 
lingly have thought to be fo efficgcious) to 
‘avert the impending slavery, and by it have 
promoted a confident zeal in their countrymen to 
exert themfelves with intrepidity in fo glorious 

- a caufe. 

But how little was the public good any 
motive of their condufi! they could not think 
of continuing a war, which expofed the lands 
d the church to rapine and defoIation, W~SZD 

34 b 



8 The PiUarS‘of PR-i~~s~c3wuw 
by a timely CaCrifCce df the IiIiertjr’ ofb tFi& 
fellow-fubje&s, they had it in tMr poui&r 05 
make their own terms : they could not help 1 
being +&al in favour of ohi, *ho had un- 
dertakerx his eaterprizi: with the c’ouhfenan& 
of the pope: and thq thou@t the dhurch 
might make an ac+uZtion of wealth and pow&- 
under a prince, that had the chara&er of be- 
ing religious, and aho could not but think 
himfelf under the greatefi obligations to them, 
fiould the people by their mear~s be prevailecI 
on to receive hiti f&r t.hCiP ‘Kiti& 

With the‘fe vi&S they Qppofed the defigns 
of the peopIe, who had now come to 8 iefo- 
lution of placing young * Ed&w on the throne; 
but by the bifilops declaring for Wihm, the 
citizens were by their example at lait pretiail’d 
on to open their gates, and receive him, 

Thus by ttic inrerelted cabals of the clergy 
were the Etiglifi diffuaded froti unitirigS ia 

- deferice of tBtit tiount’ip’; and the defirabie 
itate of liberty, foundkd MI ahd fecured by pruk 
dent and wholefome laws, which they had 
enjoyed under the race of SaxolPz kings, wrls 
changed for the oppreAive government of a 
Norman invader. 
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Nor was. it long before the clergy themfelves 
found, how ill grounded their felfifh policy 
ha& been, nottiithltanding the monafieries had- 
a Ihare in the diilribution of king HaroMs- 
t&&-e ; but what oppofition any of them 
made td the in&on of their own rights,. 
when they had given up thofe of their coun- 
try, ferved only as a pretext for a more rig+- 
rous treatment. 

WDuring the life of,WXum Rufus, the cler- 
gy felt fo great a fhare in the general op- 
j@km .ef hi+ +gp, an4 1 wqe -aJqayo 619 
difregyded by him, that they had xcy little 
.opportlmity of furniting any circumltances 
,by their conduEt worth relating here. It may 
mot however be am& to obferve, that the 

-promoter and inltrument of all this oppreflioa 
and violence, was Ra&$h FZamber~, bishop? 
of Dwbam *. 

. 
Hmry I, had not bean long on thk throne, 

before the encroaching fpirit of the church. 
difcavered itfelf in the perion of hfilrn, arch- 
bi&op of Chferbury. That haughty prelate. 
refolved to wrefi from the king his right of 
invefiiture of bifhops and abbots; a prero- 
gative his predeceKors had enjoyed without dif-‘ 
turbance, and with great feafon; for other- 

T M. Paris. 
. 

B5 nih 



wife the clergy might “have made it one of 
their pretences for denying, they owed the 
foundation of their authority to the civil power. 
In purfuance of this defign, upon the-king’s 
ihewing Come refolution at fir& to maintain 
his right, At+&, attended by feveral prelates 
who had refigned their bifhopricks, iafolenC]p 
carried his complaints to Ram, and defired 
-the pope by his Cole authority to re-i&ate 
them in their fees. We may infer from 
*)‘M. Paris, the good archbhhop judged it no 

‘Amony. in fo righteous a caufe, to make ufq 
of the rhetorfk of gohA wit.& I& ~~ofinefi, 
who faiIed not to grant his requek In this 
manner c?id the am,biti:on of that prelate not 
oaIy invade the juft rights of the kits& but 
introduceda precedent, through the want of re- 
folution in Henry, tending to render both him 
and his fucceKors fiaves to the papal authority, 
which never failed by its titerpofition in all 
affairs of this kind to improve them to its OWA 
advan tag?. 

Upon the death of’ Henry, we are furnikedi 
with a mofblively initance of the regard, the 
clergy paid, to the molt folemn oaths taken ih 
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&e moft public manner. Eefore the depaa- 
ture of the late king to, Normand’, he called’ 
an * afGmb1.y of the great men, in which the 
bishops were the fir-it, that fwore to acknow- 
ledge his daughter the emprefs Matilda for 
their fovereign, in cafe Henry died without 

L ifhue male. The right of birth undoubtedly 
pleaded in her behalf, and her defcent by 
her mother’s fide from the, race of Saxon 
kings, was a circumflance, which could. no@ 
but greatly recommend her to the Englifi.. 
However, Henry’s death, which fell out in; 
a fhort time after, was no fooner known, than 
the 4eyw dc@ared ia fapsuc. of ,sfcpben, an& 
by their exanqle, not. only countenanced part 
of the nobility in the violation of the oath 6 
lately taken to Matilda, but by their fuperior 
power in the kingdom deterred others from, 
oppofng their defigns. The archbishop of 
Cantrrbury, the bifhops of Winche~e~, an& 
S&,&ry, were three of the rich& fubjeas in. 
England: the I’afi owed his rife, from nothing, 
as it were, to the late king, whof% will he: 
was ungratef;llly now going to‘fubvert; .I will 
$fi mention what Rap.‘n fays on this occafion,. 
who entirely attributes Step&n’s advancement! 
PO the crergp; cc It was (rays he) a great a&- 
p vantage to. Steiben to have for him three: 



‘6 prel;ites, t;vhoie inrerefi fictrred Gm the ft&- 
;C frages of the clergy. *his body was theh 
(‘ fo potieiful, that the I+lords who weie 
(< not in the plot, did tiot think th&nfeWs 
‘c abli tb oppofe _&e defign, which they fad%+ 
“ was entirely f?&i$, of pkici$ Stephen on 
‘6 the throne; fince all the bifhops declared in 
cc his favour, not one attempted to fpeak for 
(6 Matilda,. for great in influence had the ex- 
6‘ ample and authority of the clergy over the 
a‘ minds of’ the nobles and people.” Hoti 
falfe the. afirtions I - on wh@h the bifh.op’s, 
groutidgd the evalion. of (heir 6a&$, aj$ea~% 
from the opinion of Malmsbitry. That hiito- 
rian mentioning the reafon, which the bishop 
of SaZisdury alledged ‘in his hearing, ‘condude’s 
with faying, that he * does not mention it 
there as giving any credit to thofe words of a 
man, who could fo well accommodate liimfelf 
to all times, as fortune fbifted the fcene, but 
in order to difcharge his duty as an hifiorian. 
Let us now fee how they behaved to that &e- 
p&n, whom they had placed on the throne. 
They were not long before they ihewed the 
ufe, they intended to make of the advancement 
of a king, who was indebted folely to them- 
felves for it. They fuppofed, he would not 
think it his interefi to dilturb them in the 

* Muhsb. fol. gg, 
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&@I &qif had for-mid, of embracing the pre- 
@nt opportunity to rendet rhemklves formich- 
able, and become independent of him and his 
fdc&i~~ for the ftlture. ‘III otdei. tii ac~om: 
~Isli’Ih this proje&, they not only .fortified fuch 
caftles, as they had already in their hands, but 
rre&ed feveral new one%. They outvied till 

. the nobility in the magnificence of their houfes 
and retinue, and affeAed to appear fo nume- 
rliufly attended on all occafibns, that they 
looked much more like military chiefs at the 
head of fo many little armies, than the meek 
and peaceab!e pafiors of Chrifi’s frock. 9 , ., . r ./ . ,I_. . * * 4 ?> > -, . ,: -1 I _ . _. ’ . 

It cannot be iondered at, that a beh&i& 
of this kind alarmed the king, and almofi ne- 
cefitated -him to take thofe fieps towards de- 
pri,ving fame of them of their caitles, which 
&e&lards involved him in fo much trouble. 
It was not only his own private fentiments,, 
which determined him in that point, but the 
advice of molt of the nobles concurred with 
,his own opinion, that fome -.op ihbufd be 
put to the formidable power of the bi&ops *, 
which increafed fo fafi. But however de- 
firable this might be, it was now not to be 
effe&ed : the clergy had Co great in it&ence 
over the lower people, that the nation was in 
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a flame at the king’s feizing the bifhop’s cafiles. 
Religion itfelf was looked upon as invaded, , 
which, as Rapin fays, was now thought to 
rtonfifi in upholding the church in whatever 
privileges and immunities fhe he&elf ;was 
pleafed to affume. The bishops openIy ra-lked’ 
of oppofing the king by arms, and became Co 
Arong, that great numbers of the lay lords 
thought it fafeft to go over to their fide. 
Stephrn had indeed fame time before given 
the peopre in general too much cau6 to alter 
the good opinion they had once entertained. 
of him j; and’ we had’ feveral barons had then 
taken up arms againlt him in defence of the% 
liberty : but that affair had at this time been. 
made up, and, as I before obferved-, it was 
now the fcntiments of. mofi of the lay-Iords, 
that ‘the power of the bifhops required a itop 
ta be put to it :. though when the attempt had 
embroiled the king in thefe troubles, but few 
of thofe lords had recovered their efleem for 
him fo far, as to affert his caufe with the zea?, 
they would otherwife have done, and draw 
upon themMves the fury of a body of men at. 
that time more formidable than their own, 

But that the ground of this quarrd was no. 
national aaufe, appears further from hence. 
JrIad the pint in difpute concerned the publk 
liberty, the king mufi hav.e anCwaed for his 

co&- 



condu& only before the great council-of the 
kingdom; whereas in this cafe he was cited 
before a cynod at ?F%&eJer *, convened by 
the bifhop of that place’.as legate : which oat 

, only ihews the difpute ‘to’ be particular with. 
. thcbifhops, but was itfelf a greater infult o&red 

the community,, than ever Stepbea had been 
guilty of+ 

During this djfpute, ikhtilda thought it a: 
. favourable junfiure to land in England, and 

claim her right to the crown. She no foonea 
arrived, than the clergy were forward to de-. 
,clare; for her : but the Whop of W%cb&r, 
&c&&I hitier to. c&&y.“@&~ ‘z&d ‘protioted; 

.. the uoubl?s of the king his brother, begun. 
now to f”ee his error r”n raifihg the fiorm 
Co high, and that his own ruin would be i&pa-- 
.taMe fEom that of his brother, W.ithq this, 
confideration, he, at fir& did him fbrqe.fervice ; 

l but no fboner had the chance of war declared 
itfelf in, favour of Matilda by. Stephen’s be- 
ing taken prifoaeb than he again; tirew up. 
fais brother’s c&e, and WXI by a promife, that 
he should difpofe of a11 ecclefiaflical prefer- 
ments, undertook tom ptocure Mbtifda the fuf- 
f+ages of the clergy to ele& her queen. In 
-erder to. this he convened a fynod by his. lega- 
sine authority, the day before the opening, of; 
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which he conferred in private fit4 with the 
bifhops, then with the abbots, and laftly with 
the arc h-deacons. When the time appointed 
for their meeting was come, after he had made 
a fpeech, fn which he publickly afTerted *the 
principal right of chufing a prince belonged to 
fhecfergy, the fynod declared Matilda queen. 
It was thus with an unheard-of, and unprece- 
dented infolenre the clergy alone pretended to 
give the nation a fovereign without conful ting 
the barons, nay contrary to the fentiments of 
many of them4 w)l~ had at this time .fent 
their c&put&$ with &ore. C& ‘the city of. Len- 
don to demand S:ephen’s liberty. But this 
melfage.had no other effefi than to draw an 
excommunication upon the king ‘and his ad- 
herents. 

However monltrons this conduO appears to 
be, the meafure of their infotent and treache- 
rous proceedings was not yet compleated : far 
in a very short time afterwards the bifhop of 
W?w!yTer having been difobliged by &&i/da, 
he once more deferted her caofe ; and aifem- 

. bling anot&er fynod ‘at Wy?tninjer -f- he found 
his brethren nothing loath in undoing, what 
they had fo lately done at ?YiacheJer. Sic- 
ph \Ivho wits now at liberty, having been 

* Malmrb. for. I 06. . + Ibid. far. 108. 
em- 



ezehanged for the duke of GZuvreJer, was again 
&WUkw Bji th?ai;’ as kin’g, atid J&&U4 
j& hei turh e%cam~~c#ted with her idhe- 
rt%t& ?)hi6 change foon rend:ered her aff’Air$ 
69 dd’@rej that fhe was obliged tO quit this 
kingdom, and leave Stephen in ~&Effiotr~ of a” 
crown, which he firit: obtained, afterwards 
lad, an& again recovered by the intrigues and 
power of the eccleiialticks; 

The power the church aITumed to i&If in 
the next reign, 
or+ hre 

and the entire indepelidenct 
fW& f&t q :iti &i&-’ &titi’ -tb; etridetitrj 

appears in the contefi between Hw~ II. ai7.d 
R&et. The laity were reduced to a kind of 
f&very by the clergy : whatever outrages they 

- ~~i%red from them, they durit not repel fof 
feat df excommunication (the effe& of which 
ddtre at that time fo terrible) nor co1118 
C!y Cxpe& any redrefs from the laws, fix~c~ 
t”he e&lefiafiicks claimed a privilege oz &&ig 
tfiecf otily id @fir otkin ctMZs ; trikrc &r&-f 
thing was carried ori tiith the tiofi open 
par tiaii ty ; the ecclebafiicks were only Ea- 
ble to flight corr&ZEons, and for the moft 
heinous crimes punified no further thah with 
degradation, fhart fufpenfion, or fiort con- 

finemen t. 
, 



18 TbePilIars ofI?~ms~cn~rT 

It was proved i, there had been above a 
hundred murders committed by churchmen 
fince the king’s acceaion to the throne, of 
whom not one had been punifhed fo much as 
by degradation. 

For attempting to redrefs fuch an unpa- 
ralleled enormity, the king and the whole 
body of peers in parliament, were treated by \ 
this haughty prelate with that indolence, and 
open contempt of their<authority, as fiiis every 
reader of this part of our hiltory with the ut- 
molt indignation, 

Of fuch confequence is it at all times to 
prevent every fiep, which may infenfibly tend 
to procure fuch wealth and power in the clergy, 
or any other fet of men, as may create an 
independency in them ; fince we fee a prince 
of fo much fpirit, as- &WV II. is allowed Eo 

be, for endeavouring to retrench that part of 
ecclefiafiiGa1 ufurpation, which proteCted cri- 
minals from juftice, forced to attone for th’is 
fo unchrifiian and wicked attempt, by the 
moft abje& condefcenfion and ,fubmifIion ; 
though his defign had the good wifhes and 
concurrence of all the nobility in the king- ’ 



dam, who at this time groa@ undetz the 
tccIefiafiici1 yoke. 

‘Richsval I’s was a reign, in which WC find 
very Iittle faid of ecclefiaff icd affairs or per- 
Ions. That prince was but a few months in 
England after he came to the crown. The 
accounts of that time chiefly concern that ro- 
man&z expedition of his to the &$-land, 
fo expenfive to his country, and 4atal to 
himfelf in being made pri!bner by the em- 
peror. 

The tyrannicalgovernment of king rcbn ma& 
the oppofi tion, which he met with from his 
barons, an indifpenkble duty, they owed them- 
felves, their country, and pofterity. The tem- 
per of this monarch was fuch a mixture bf 
folly, pride, and meannefs, that it was impof- 
,fible, but he fhould embroil himfelf with all 
Gzts of men, however different and oppofite 
their interefis might be. Therefore though 
the clergy feem to have a great Ihare in th.e 
events of this reign, we Should however, care- 
fully diititiguifh the motives of their conduO, 
as well as confequences-of it, from that of the 
barons, The firft troubles of importance in 
this reign were merely ecclefialtical. Th,e 
pope’s nominating cardinal Langton to the fee 
uf Can!erbrsry, plunged the kingdom into very 

great 



great’ diffic’ul’ties and m&ry; The king’s rcf&b 
fal to admit him as archbitbop? brought an itkc 
terdi& on the kingdom ; and thk clergy were 

: 

fo farm from being. difpl+xtfed at- this ufarpation ! 
in the pope, that thofe few of them, who woul6 ’ 

, willingly have IeKened the general confufio& 
o&afioaed- by the in~rdi&, by continuing to per- 
form% the duties of their &ice, fuch as rracling 
prayer, burying the dead, and the like, met wit& 
6ontinual infults from the zealots *. This 
drew upon the ecclcfi~fIi&s the king’s utmof? 
geeverity, who feized on their lands, imp+ 
foned their perfons, and committed all manner 
of outrages on them. The interdiEt was foon 
after followed by an acommunication of the 
king, and the people were abfolvedr by tlx pope 
from their oath sf sllegitiace, 

The mtion Sn general had beeu fa. much 
opprcffcd, that the barons took this occaiioit 
to throw off aafl obedfence to king yur?m Had 
he been a prince in the efieem of his ftibje&, 
no doubt they would have greatPy refented 
this inCult to their fovareign. But the eon- 
Gqnence was, the kie to fupport \himfeIf 
againit the lords, fobnnd kimfeif obliged te 
fubmit !o the holy fee, whofe reconciliation 
ws to be put-chafed on no other terms than it 

refignatioa 



i’, &nation of his crown after the mofl igno~ 
r *i QCaiaus manner to rhe ‘pope, in th.e perfon of 

T&s legate ; which he was to receive back, and 
hold ever after as his vairal, and as Eueh to 

’ pay a yearly tribute. The general defeCtion of 
I t&e barons, which -followed, though they made 

apolitical ufe of thefe troubles, yet was a thing 
g&e difiin& from them, and founded wholly 
++n principles of liberty. And as the grounds 

1 were different, fo were the confequences : the I 
&fi rendered the kingdom tributary to the 

1 gee of Rome, the latter procured the figning of 
iH+g#U &%UW9j : dWt *iBaGS Of +?E--%hr3.+~ of 
J&gland ever fince. 

I 

Ig v. k will Perhaps be Ed, that after the recon- 
. S&&n of John to the pope, from which 

time he condemned the barons oppofition, and 
Cent a legate to reconcile the king to the 
clergy, yet they itill refufed to comply with 
the terms propofed, and feveral of them ad- 
hered firmly to the canfe of the barons. 

. 
But we may with great reafon conclude the 

confideratiou -of their own particular interefi 
*. was &hat influenced them chiefly on that pc- 

cation ; for the reparations fettled by the * pope 
fqr tfie damages, the clergy had fuitained from 

+ M. Paris. 
the 
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the king during the interdiA +,’ fell infinitefy 
&ort of their real loffes : for which reafon 
they were entirely diflatisfaed at the legate’s 
determination. 

Nor can we well imagine, that archbishop 
Langion, who, for his own private advance- 
ment, could Cuber himfelf to be made the 
caufe of- .fo much mireri- to the kingdom, and 
of the mofi ignominious ptofiitution of the 
honous of the EngZ@ crown and nation, could 
afterwards a& in defence of its Liberty, fram 
th\e generous and difintereffed motives of pub- 
lic fpirit. 

Nothing could be worfe concerted than the 
defign Henry III. formed of freeing himfelf 
from the refiraint he thought the lords had 
laid on his father by Magna Chauta. Infiead 
of gaining the clergy to his interefi, and there- 
by making them fubfervient to his defigns, he 
not only made them partake of the general 
opprefion of his reign, but buffered them to be 
devoured by the infatiablgr extortion of the 

’ pope’s legates. The king vainly thought all 
he had to do, was to keep fair with the holy 
fee ; the pope knew how to make the proper 
ufe of this temper in the king; and’ fince 
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. $Bn’s relignation feemed to confider l?ngZand 

b’a tributary country, which he might plun- 
der at difcretion. He had now no occafion 
for the afifiance of the clergy, who, whilit 
hey found their account in it, promoted all 
his defigns, an’d exalted his ufurped power. 
But-as the cafe now fiood, they found a blind 
complaifance for the orders of the pope, and 
his demands of money, would only ferve to 
ruin them. They had nothing to hope from 
the king, who kept no meafures with them : 
they beheld with grief all vacant benefices 
#eltowed on foreigners, infomuch, that, at one 
time no Ief’s than three hundred ecclefiafiicka 
‘were feat over. Whofoever looks into 1M. Pa- 
&, will find him every where full of infiances 
of the pope’s extortion and opprefilon towards 
the Engf@ clergy, in which the king went 
‘hand in hand with him. The clergy were 
aot fo blind to their own intereft, as not to be 
ferrfible it w as now their bufinefs to join with 
the people in condemning Hem-y’s proceed- 
‘Ings : accordingly we find through this reign 
they always fhewed great backwardnefs in 
complying with the exaAions of the king and 
pope, and fometimes they had the relblution 
to give them a down-right refufal, and opebly 
to declare they would no longer bbmit to fuch 
oppreffions. 

/ But 



Bat &at their regard for the jnterefi of :ghe 
&ity was no greater than at o&x times, ,plaio- 
lp appears from the open attempts they she@- 
ielves maqe towards fubverting the laws, whii 
my lord Coke mentians in his preface to the. 
rortic.arli deri +. u in the forty-fecond year of 
6‘ Hettry III. Bps$kt a&.&i&~p of Cettr- 
6‘ bu& made dive& and many canons ankl 
tc confiitutions provincial, dire&y again0 the 
+ laws of the realm,.aud tending to ufurp and 
;C anc&ach tq& many’ matt&.,which appa- 
4‘ rently belonged to the common law ; but 
a notwithstanding the greatnefs of Bonifacc, 

4‘. and that diver& of ,the judges’ of the realm 
‘6 were of the clergy, and all the great officers 
‘6 of the realm, as chancellor, treafurer,- privy 
‘6 feal, C3c. were prelates, yet the judges pro-‘ 
u ceeded according to the laws of the realm, 
‘C and Ml kept, though with great difficulty, 
a the ecclefiaitical courts within their jufi and 
64 proper limits.” We may reafonably con- 
clude, had the king taken the method, Come 
of his more p&tic’ fucceffors have done., of 
attaching the clergy to his interefi, by fhew- 
ing a zeal for their pretended rights, and a 
readinefs in contributing to the advancement 
of their -riches aRd power, and had himfelf 

* Second vol. of h/3. 

only \ 

4 
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plundered and haraffed his other fub- 
l he wouId:have met with their fuli con- 

ce in his defigns : and all precautions in 
ty for the fecurity of their liberty, would 

* ’ kve been cenfurtd as unwarrantable, and re- 
j@lious. For what could not be expeCted 
from a fet of men, whofe power and wealth 

P Were become fo dangerous to liberty, and their 
; eudeavours to encreafe them Co ftrenuous, that, 1, 
j as the great man jufi quoted rays, it was with 

great difficulty the laws of the land were refcued 
from their all-engrofing ambition ? 

I i 
’ In ‘this and the following reigo, we may 
obkrve, how difficult it was by the wifefi 

i‘ “p l r rove Ions and refit-i&ions of the law to pre- 
fent the clergy from evading fuch itatutes as 

* , fet any bounds to their wealth or power. At 
\ fi’d time of figning Magna Charta by Henvy, 

the barons were fo fenfible of the dangerous 
coufequence of the immenfe riches, -the church 
was every day acquiring, that they inferted a 
claife to prevent ‘the further difpofition of 
18nds to religious houfes, But the clergy found 
Co many ways to creep out of that itatute, and 
their poffeffions continued ftill to encreafe. fo 
fait, that in the feventh of Edward I. the ita- 
tute of mortmain was enafied to the general joy 
of the people, The \Frords intended to provide 

, againit their devices are fo firong, that I will 
’ 5 v 0 L. II, C infer to 
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iafert thein here : ‘( * 2&dod iuZZus teligioJ&$ 
6‘ aut aiius quicunque terras aut tenement! 
SC aliqua emere vel vendere fub colore dha- 
‘6 tionis uut termini,” (and to prevent all 
other inventions and evalions, there general 
words were added) cc aut ratione alterius ii- 
4C tuli terras aut tEnementa ab aliquo reci’ere, 
Cc aut alio quovir mode, aHe vel ingenio, Jbi 
< ( appropriare prtifumat, Ju b forisfa&ra eorun- 
6 ( dmim~” 

A man wouId have thought, lays my lord 
Coke, that this fhould have prevented a# new 
devices ; but they foon found out an evafran 
for. this fiatute alfo. 

In the progrefs of this reign we fee the 
grounds of their oppofition in the former fully 
made out by the willingnefs, the clergy ihewed, 
in making ufe of the pope’s authority, when- 
ever it chimed with their own interefi : they 
now made a bull of Bgniface VIII, + a pre- 
tence 40 exempt them from the payment of 
any taxes to fecular princes, without the con- 
ient of the holy fee.; and by fo doing, o~qly 

put themfelyes upon a foot of independence 
on the refi of the kingd0.m ; and even airumed 

a 
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‘5: -+kperiority, by declaring they were not obai@ 
:x I_.. ta join with them in contributing to the public 
j expences. 
i 

In the clofe of this reign, the bishops gie 
116 a further more convincing proof of whale \ 
I have before f;lid, that hitherto whenever 
they fhewed a difapprobation of any innova- 
tions or oppreiiions, it was merely becaufe 
they had no fhare in the pmfits, JdwarQ, 

notwithitanding the encomiums of fame hi- 
itorians, had no lefs fondnefs for arbitrary 
power than his predeceffors, though his f’uperior 
underfianding made him fenfibie, how neeef- 
fary it was to conceal it ; of which he was 
convinced .by the refolute behaviour of. fome of 
the barons, However, towards thqr decline 
of his life, he began to ati with lefs referve 
in that refpe& ; and having procured from 
Remc a difpenfation of his oath, in regard to 
the two charters, he by virtue of a grant 
from thence levied rhe tenth of all ecclefiaiti- 
cal revenues for two years ; in confideration 
of which, the pope rcferved to himfelf the 
firit-fruits of all the benefices. Here one 
would imagine, that the chief men of the 
clergy were concerned in the greatefi degree 
to prevent any innovation of this kind, which 
Co particularly afE&ed their own body ; but 
$I t&s care was taken; that the bifiops Lh%u+d 

C2 have 
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have a fellow-feeling, and therefore they quieG 
ly fubmitted to it : for # A4. of Wejihin- 

Jer tells us, the pope was induced to this 
through the covetoufnefs of the bifhops, who 
fubmitted to this innovation, on condition 
that they might enjoy one year’s profits of all 
vacant benefices -in their gift. At the fame 
time the parliament + chewed a more difin- 
terefled regard for the clergy, than their own 
heads had done, by prohibiting the colIe&ors 
to gather the tax, though the power of the 
king made their prohibitions uklefs. 

Never was the parliament more fenfible of 
the ecclefiaftical yoke, or more ready to come 
to refolutions of putting a ftop to the papal 
oppreGons, than under Edward II. But the 
weaknefs of that king, and the circumitances 
he was in, made all their endeavours tneffec- 
tual. The clergy were fo fatisfied of his 
weaknefs; and Co intoxi’cated with their own 
pride and power, that they committed the 
mofi unparalleled infult and violence to pub- 
lic juftice, the laws of the realm, and therein 
to the whole nation. Adam Orlfion $, bifhop 
of Hereford, having been indiAed of high- 
treafon, for being concerned with Mbrtimer 

earl of March in his open rebellion-; the arch- 

* Mat. Wejn. 457. t Rapin. $ N’$hg. p. I I 9. 

” . bishops 
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&hops of Cmterbury, Yirk, and Dublin, with 
kreral of their fuffragans, came to the bar, 
and by force took him away, threat&g to 
excommunicate ali that fhould oppofe them, 
and proceed againfi him : and this they did 
under pretext of the canons * of the church, 
though the benefit of the clergy, however they 
had found means of late to extend it, was 
never allowed to reach to high-treafon againit 
the king. And all this was done in defence 
of a man the mofi abandoned by every vir- 
tue, and of whofe charafier nothing can con- 
vey a more perfeEt idea, than his own ‘order 
afterwards to the keepers of the unhappy 
&iwusd : at Giiwardum tccidere nolito iimere 
‘4 bonum ej.” 

’ Under Edward III, (molt eminently the 
befi and greatefi of our princes, who unde- 
niably deferves thofe encomiums given him 
by hiftorians, which flattery, or want of dif- 
cernment, made them too apt to befiow on 
others) more vigorous methods were taken 
by the king and parliament, to deliver the na- 

\ tion from the fo long complained of papal op- 
preGons. With that intent the fiatutes of 
provifors and praemunire were ena&ed : the 

. firfi to prevent the court of Rome from dir- 

* See lo1.d Coke’r zd I..). p. 634, ami 63~~ 

pofng 
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pdkg ..d ecclefialtical benef&s csntrafg. ta 

the l-$&t of the king, or any other perfon: the 
f&ond to prevent the fubj&s of England car- , 

rye&g ,caufes- to any foreign or other cduft, the 
cognizance of which belonged to the kin&s 
tplirts. However, notwithitanding thefe pre- 

can&on& we find the grievances ftill continued, 
and the pope exa&ed as a tax from ecdefia- 
Cal dignities, cc five * times as much as the_ 
CC t& of all the profits that appertained to the 
f’ king,by the year of this whale realm,” Ac- 
cordingly we find hardly any meeting of pa&t-. 
ment in this reign, in which thefe grievances 
are not complained of, notwithitanding the 
Batutcs made, -and fo frequently confirticd $ur 
preventing them. 

Mow when we confider the unahimofis and 
Conflant opinion of both king and parliament 

on this head, and the vigorous refolutions, 

they fo often came to ; can wto r~fonably ac- 
count, why the meafures taken by them 
fbould prove ineff&ual any other way than 
from the timidity or connivance of the clergy 
themfelves ? Both of which I think appear 
pretty plain, The parliament exprefsly men-~ _ 
tion the firfi, in faying cc + the whole clergy 
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a* -were fo obedient to the pope’s colle&or, that 
.%‘ they did tiot dare difpleare him.” And that 
2&y did more ‘thaa barely connive at appeals 
‘froth the king’s courts, contrary to the’itatute ’ 
-li;f pramunire, appears, in that they themrelies 
‘j+ef%ned to take cognizance 6f appeals from 
:t’hbE courts in their own eccIeGaftical courts. 
‘& ‘Ahd to rtverfe judgment given in the king’s * . . 
‘gk courts, to the prejudice and diIherifon of tht: 
‘.u king tibd i;‘oinmorialty :” as the parliament 
of the twenty-firft of Edward III. recite in their 
complaint. ‘. 

., . . 
y(.pr.. ‘< 

at t e par lamenis ‘i’n &rills r&n were no 
llprs apprehenfive of the power and encroach - 
,ments of the clergy at home, than of the l’ee 
of Rame, appears from the feveral parliamentary 

*- petitions * and refolutions on that head. At 
,&e time we find them praying the king, 
.that remedy might .be had againit the oppref- 
fion oi ordinaries, and their officers. At an- 
other time they made their requefi to the 
king, that (‘ no -f ordinance might be made at 
Cc the petition of the clergy without csnlent 
a‘ b;f parliament, and that no man might be 
‘( bo’iind by any their confiicutions made for 
a their advan take,” 

l Par/. Ro!Z. 25 Ed. III. 
f Parf.. iW. 5 I Ed. III, 

c4 The 
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The ctergy had for fome time pafi intruded 
themfclves into all the great places of trui), 
power, and profit in the fitate, the civil courts, 
and king’s houfhold +. The lords and com- 
mons therefore reprefented to the king, that 
the realm bad long been governed by church- 
men, to the great prejudice of the crown ; and 
therefore required, that for the future the great 
officers of the king’s’ courts might be only 
laymen. 

The juflnefs of there complaints, and of the 
precautions of the parliament, is fully confirmed 
by the cond’u& of the clergy in the following 
reign. Richard II. had not been long on the 
throne, Before they took the advantage of the 
youth and weaknefs OF that prince to pro- 
cure his confent to an ordinance for the im- 
pi-ironing of fuch, as they fhould think fit to 
declare heretics : and this entirely without 
confent of parliament, a mofi notorious out- 
rage, if ever there was any, upon the eita- 
blikd confiitution of this kingdom. But 
what meafures would they not take to deitroy 
a growing fe0, fuch as the EKcli&es, who 
propagated principles of fo damnable a nature, 
as tended to deitroy the temporal grandeur 

* n?i?p.r~. p. 186. kf Pad. Rd. 

and 
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1;‘ aad power of the church ? A dofirine that 
1: iu all ages will never fail being cenfured by 
3 m& of them, as highly heretical. But the 

houfe of commons were fo fenfible of this 
heinous encroachment upon the rights of the 
people, that the ordinance was repealed by the 

’ king next parliament ; and the declaration of 
-the commons on thjs occafion had fo much 

i becoming refolution and fpirit in it, that it 
may not be amifs to fet down their own words, 
“ that * it was never their meaning to be juf- 
“ @ied, and bind ,tJemfelves -and fucceffors 
“- tQ the- p&-tes; ad more than “their -an- 
“ ceoors had done before them.” A refolu- 
tion ever wgrthy to be remembered and fol- 
lowed by all fucceeding parliaments. 

I took notice in the laQ reign, that the 
continued opprefions of the pope, notwith- 
Aanding the repeated refolutions of the king 
and parliament againit them, mufi have been 
owing to the connivance of the clergy: the 
foliowing inltance under Richard, is a further 
and full confirmation of their backwardaefs 

! to retrench any of the pretended prerogatives ’ 
9f the fee of Rome. 66 The t archbifiops 
M of Canierbury and York for themfeefves, 

c5 I‘ and 
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6‘ and the whole clergy of their province, 
6‘ make their folemn protefiation in open par- 
&C liament, that they in no wife meant OF * 
‘6 would a&nt to any fiatute or law made 
“ in reltraint of the pope’s authority, but 
4‘ utterly ulithfiood the fame.” 

The following profiitution of the clergy, (an 
expreihon aptly made ufe of) and their fupe- 
rior talents in doing with a better grace the 
very..fame profligate and flavilr jobs, in which 
the laity have at any’ time epually concurred, 
is worth obierving from a paffage in an hi; 
ffor!an that treats of that reign. When 
RiAzrdfI. had at laff by corruption, or put- 
ting out fuch returning officers, whofe com- 
ylaifance for his defigns he fuf’pe&ed, got a 
parliament chiefly packed up of fuch perfons, 
as he. knew would be at his devotion, (the 
firfi, if I miflake not, that was openly pro- 
ured 

& 
in that manner ;) after the fefion was 

opened by a time-ferving fpeech of the bifhop, 
of Exrter, it was propofed by the king’s mi- 
niflers, that the a&s of grace paired nine years 
before in favour of certain lords, who had op- 
pored the king in his attempts upon the pub-, 
lit * liberty, fhould be repealed. The pre-. 
lates without any hefitation not only gave 
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their afint, but, by the exprefion of the hi- 
fioiian, feemed to have ufed arguments to fiz& 
thofe a&s to be revocable : upon which,, 
fSys he, the temporal lords feeing the clergy; 
+pro&d’ of it, gave alfo their affent, m’orc 
induced{ id it through fea’r of the kixig, than any- 
oon’vi&tion of their minds. Now though theia. 
concurrence ia abfolutely inexcufable ; yet the 
reader, I believe, will agree with me in ob- 
ferving a manifeff difference in their behat- 
viotir. For the clergy, no reacon is aiIigned< 
by the hifiorian, but their forwardnefs in the, 
a%& fie& abandoned’ like-that of men l&c- 
ney’d in profiitution ; the other have the ex- 
atn$e of the clergy, and the fear of the 
king mentioned as ddtermining them; #‘AZ’ 
that I may not be thought to have exagge- 
rated this matter, I will give the reader WuG 
Jnghm’s own w/ords, 

‘C. Hi importunir ._ rlmmid‘~s ptit&nt .@t 
u chart& perdoG2tio fiiwn in pFimis revoraren- 
‘6 tur kf annullarentur, j$er quibtis. requifiti 
6c prdlati de j2cilr indicorunt tale; rbartas~ 
CC for& reuocabi!es, n’n at:etrdlnfes quod hu-- 
b3 jus gratiu3 rtvoratio perfona regis maximu 
d‘ repugnabat ;. cum mi~er~ardia yft jZii re- 
c;r gulis ronjrmatio, W qtai tokit mi/eri4*ordi- 
c6 am, to/lit foL’i* regal& fimamentum; CON- 
: &pent& damhi: kmporales videl;tes. a&2. 

6 6 ~6‘-&m 
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Gc j.kn h-i, cen/uerunt & ip/ hujur chartuf 
66 annullandas, mogis timore regis dih?‘, quarry 
cG mentium ‘ralione,” 

Glorious pre-eminence of the clergy, eveti 
in a parliament compofed of men culled out 
from amongfi the whole people for fcrvility 
and corruption ! 

Henry IV. a haughty defigning prince,, who 
though he owed his crown purely to a par- 
liamentary r@ht, yet ever aft;efte&-to build his 
claim on other foundations, not only weak, 
but abfolutely falfe, was f&GbIe,, that he had 
againfi him’ a powerful fa&on in the king- 
dom, and that his conduA was fuch, as 
could not fail adding tQ the number of his 
enemies. 

His policy in taking all methods, and being 
mofi vigilant to fecure th.e poffeiron of his 
crown, was the mof’i diflinguiffiing qualifica: 
tion of his genius : and he had too much 
difcernment not to fee, how necefiry it was 
for carrying on his ends to have the clergy 
firmly in his interefi. That body was now 
become more than ever wealthy, powerful, 
and infolent. Accordingly, E&-y made it a 
maxim, to do nothing, which might d&oblige 
them, but to take every opportunity of tefii.- 
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a regard for their interef). He knew 
by that means, however ill he ufed his other 
fubje&s, he kould frill f;referve the reputation 
of a pious prince, zealous for the caufe and 
honour of God, which could not!buF greatIy 
contribute to bafle any oppofitio”fi to his 
meafures, The clergy had all along fo con- 
nived at the pretenfions of the court of Ron+ 
that the endeavours of former parliaments to 
put A fiop to that abufe, proved ineffe&ual. 
The people groaned for a reformation ; there- 
fore, though, the king was ob.&ed .at firit in 
compliance with his parliament to revive‘the fia- 
tutes of pramunire, yet never was the breach 
of them more winked at, than in this reign, 
T o give the eccIefiaiticks a more public in- 
France of his zeal, Henry at their petition 
procured the bloody aA to pafs in ’ parliament 
for the burning fuch as they should declare 
heretics. Immediately the poor Lollards, 
who had incurred their unrelenting difpieafuro 
for broaching qoctrines repugnant to their 
temporal grandeur, are without mercy del- 
vcred td the flames ; and thi churches found 
with the encomiums of a king,, who had’ given 
fuch unqueffionable proof of his. piety and 
zeal. 

But a parliament, that met fome time after, 
had not the fame complaiiance for the cl‘ergy. 

This 
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This was that which by *lay of reproach, they 
have ctiled the illiterate parliament, reprefent- 
iug them as a fet of men chofen according to 
ahe king’s private letters, merely on account 
of their ignorance ; an error mofi people fixed 
and among& the refi a very eminent man in: 
our law t, has been led into. But there let- 
ters were in reality writs of fummons, in 
Which there were dire&ions, in purfuance of 
a Statute made in Edward IlId’s time, ex- 

_ &ding ali &e&s and .gra@i@g iawyers from; 
being ele&ed : the reai’on Gf wh&h- &a& ‘&at 
/uch procured themfelves to be eleCted merely to 
Grve views of their own,,and did not faithfully, 
d&barge their duty to their’ cbtiriiry. inffead) 
therefore of looking upon this parliament in the 
Eght, in which it has been reprefented, we area 
tb confider it as compofed of horieit, difintereit; _ 
ed country gentlemen, who having no private 
views to ferve, came up fraught with the fen- 
timents of thofe they reprefented, who im- 
patiently wished to fee themfelves freed from 
the‘ ecclefiaflical yoke. 

Accordingly, when the king, laying his ne- 
e&tics before them, demanded an aid, they 
Pemonfirated’ the hardhip of burthening his 
&rbje&s with further taxes, when at the lame 
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time the clergy, contributed nothing to the 
necefities of the fiate, though poKefled of th& - 
third part of all the lands in the kingdom 3 
wallowing, to the ncglefi of their duty, ia 
h~u~ury and idler&s : that therefore it was their 

. de&e that his wants ihr>uid be fupplied out 
of the ecclefiafiical revenues, as not only jufi; 
and agreeable to the Gxtiments of the people, 
but in the main of real f&vice to the church 
i&elf. 

W.e may eafi-ly imagine, what treatment a- 
propofitiaD of &hi%’ kid. met -with from the 
clergy. The’ f archbifhop of Camedrlry, 
who was prefent, could not forbear treating 
the commons in the mofi arrogant and ini 
folent manner : he even told r-hem in a mena- 
cing way, no attempt of that fort should be 
offered the church without impunity, and that 
it Should be at their peril if they feized any 
of, its revenues j that for his part he woai& 
‘fooner lc& his.life thab fcg-$ deprived of! 
them. _ 

i 
L ,’ *-# A’ r bT i o&.&. 4, vd: < 

The king, in purfuance of the maxiin he 
had laid down, to keep well with the clergy, 
mok this opportunity to affure the adrbifbop, 
of his refolution to maintah the church in: 

its. 
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its full poffefions, and of his defire rather to 
increafe than diminifh its fplendor. The 
commons, not intimidated by the threats of 
any dignified church-nian, went on and pre- 
pared a bill for fupplying the king’s neceifities 
out of the revenues of the church ; but when 
the bill came to the lords, they refufed their 
concurrence, through the cabals of the bifhops, 
who had gained a confiderable party in that 
houfe, for having oppofed the commons not 
long before in a laudable d$gn they had 
of fupplying the king’s wants, by *a revocation 
of feveral lands alienated from the crown by 
grants in the late reign, and fquandered upon 
favourites, td the great impoverifhing of the 
crown, and burthening the people; which 
revocation would greatly have affeaed feveral 
peers, who at that time were in pofifion of 
fuch lands. Here we fee the bifhops, oppof& 
in- genetai~--of every ftep taken for the P ea e 
of the fubjefi, and treating the reprefentativc 
body of the whole people in parliament with 
infolence, ill language, and threats for the 
attempt. 

Though the commons were difappointed: 
this time in their defign, yet the grievance was 
too generally felt, and a redrefs tom much de- 
fired by the people for them to fit down dif- 
mayed at this repulfe, In a parliament aRem- 

bled 
a , c-i 
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bled fome time after they renewed thejr for- 
mer infiances in regard to the clergy’s revenues ;- 
the confequences alfo of the itature againfi the 
LoZZurdr obtained by influence and cabal were 
now known to be fo terrible, that they like- 
wife delired a repeal of it; at leait an amend- 
ment. As to their firit infiances, they fet forth, 
that the king might eafily feize out of the re- 
venues of theecclefiaiticks, what would be fuf- 
ficient to provide in a moft ample manner 
for fifteen earls, fifteen hundred knights, fix 
thoufand two hundred efquires, and a hun- 
dred hc$pitals. . But they had themortifG.atioa 
to have their remonfirances meet with no bet- 
ter fuccefs with the king, who was now more 
than ever confirmed in his refolution of being 
well with the church. Therefore he not only 
refufed his afint, but did it in a moit arbitrary 
manner, forbidding them for the future to 
prefume to meddle with fuch affairs *; and 
as for the itatutes againft the Lo&a’s, he was 
Co far from allowing any mitigation, that ‘he 
faid he could wifh they were made more ri- 
gorous. To pleafe the ecclefiafiicks it ill fur- 
ther with an open affront upon the commons, 
he affe&ed at that time to fign a warrant for 
the burning of a poor Lollard, who f‘uffered 
death with great refolution. 

If 
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moved the leffening the clergy’s r&enues was 
Mled unlearned, it may well be fuppofed this 
tiet with no better treatment, %‘he names 
of Lullavd and fi~&c were plentifully be- 
flowed : they were fnt forth as a fet of men 
who were for the delIruL’tion 6f religion U&If. 
They were however lo fenfible of their ill 
ufage, that upon the king’s demanding a power 
to levy a fubfidy during life, though the parlia- 
ment fhould not fit, they b&Iy tifufed’it him; 
The commons would alfo have denied him A 
{upply for his prefent occafions, fince he had 
not thought proper to receive it by the me- 
thods they propofed, had not the king forced 
thetn to a compliance by the f&ne arbitrary 
burner, which he had fucceeded in once before ; 
tfiat %+a~, by keeping them i’itting, till the incon- 
+&ience of not being difmiffed, obliged them 
to conlent to his demands : a II& reintirkable 
abufe of prerogative, and tending to deff roy 
all freedom in their refolutions ! But notwith- 
ffandlng &is, fit: had done enough in ‘this 
meeting to be looked tlmn as the champion 
iif r*eligion, and dtirling of its priefis. We 
tind him cried up by them as a prince endued 
with mildnefs, piety, and every virtue ; though 
whoever will carefully look into that reign, 
will find his condu& berfe&ly tyrannical, and 

ml-k 
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mofi ungrateful in a prince, who had no other 
title to his crown than the (good-will+of the 

9 people, and free gift ofparliament, whofe rights 
he ever tried to fubvert. To conclude there- 
fore with Mr. Rapin’s obfervarions on this 
,reign : , u When I confider (fays he) the ex- 
(3 cefive commendations beitowed on that 
“ prince, I cannot help fufpeCting, that the 
“ glory of being the firit burner of here- 
“ tics, and of protefiing the clergy againfi 
ic the attempts of the ho& of commons, 
zc were the main fprings of all their enco- 
a‘ miums. It is well known, the-sclefiafiics 
“ are as zealous in praihng their benefaoors, 
kc as in blackening their oppofers.” 

No fooner was Henry IV. dead, than tbs 
clergy determined to fecure themfelvcs for the 
future againfi all attempts to 1efTe.n their re- 
venues, by taking advantage of the corn+ 
plaifance, that is ufually met with from young 
princes in the beginning of their reigns. They 
did not doubt, but fiich attempts had been 
greatly promoted by the doorine of the Lol- 
lards. Therefore as thofe principles were coun- 
tenanced by feveral men of the great& rank, 
and highefi eiteem of any in the kingdom, they 
refolved to lay the ax to the soot of the tree, 
&d by boldly attacking the patrons of the 
feA, deter all others from prefuming to ad- 

VanCB 
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Vance any propofitions, which they kould dir- 
approve of, that might render them liable 1 to 
be fufpefied of WSJQe principles, In pur- 
firance of this refolution, the archbishop of 
Canterbury waited on the king, and repre- 
fented to him the great growth of hereby, 
which could not fail drawing down the wrath 
of heaven on the kingdom ; and the glory it 
would be to a young monarch to begin his 
reign with engaging in the caufe of God, by 
defending the church from heretics, for which 
heaven would certainty crown all his under- 
takings with fuccefs. Thus iaid NeJorius 
once to the younger 7hodGfw; 4‘ Give me, 
“ 0 emperor, the earth weeded from here- 
“ tics, and I in my turn will give you hea- 
6‘ ven ; deBroy with me the heretic, and I 
6‘ uill deftroy the Pcr/ian with you.” Tk 
archbtfhop then informed him, that Sir y&li 
QldcaJle, baron of C’obham, a domefiic of hi3 
*own, was the mofi open abetter of the doarine 
of the Lo&n-ds * ; and therefore he defired, he 
might be allowed to proceed -againit him with 
the utmofi feverity and rigour. 

The king anfwered him in fuch a manner, 
as hewed, he was far from approving of force 
for reclaiming people from errors in religion ; 

but 
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but however told him, that if he could not by 

talking to Sir yohn Oldca)le refiore him to 
the right way, he would then give leave for a 
procefs againit him. * , 

This lord was a man the moit efieemed of 
any in the kingdom, and particuIarIy dear to 
the king, as h%&gham the monk owns, for 
his confummate probity. Notwithfianding, the 
king finding him unmoveable as to his opinions, 

‘no longer oppored the clergy’s requeit, and 
he was accordingly condemned to be burnt, 
thdugh for’ fome time he avoided fufferiag the: 
fentence by an efcape out of prifon, 

The king in his difcourfe with the arch- 
bishop had difcovered too much moderation 
in his opinions, for the clergy to be able to 
have their full defire upon their enemies, ef- 
pecially as he did not feem very follicitous to 
have Oldca/?Ie retaken. It was their intereit 
(fays Rapin) that the king fhotild have other ’ 
fentiments more agreeable to the barbarous 
zeal, with which eccleGaitickB are generally 
animated. In order thereto they reprefenied 
the Lolia.rds as men, that not only fought the 
defiruflion of the efiabliked church and reli- 
gion, but even of the king’s perfon and itate 
itfelf., To confirm him in fuch a belief, they 
fathered upon them a more abfurd and fenfe- 
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le$s, plot, th,an ever was invented bytt;,mu& 
p,rafligate dm employed by tPhe2Fruelk& 
of the Roman emperors for fuch pm-p&es. 
The poor Lollards, fince a * proclamation the 
king had made to fupprefs their afimblies, 
had continued their meeting with great fe- 
crqcy in woods, and other unfrequented placeg 
in the country for the worfhip of God in 
their own manner. Upon there occafions 
fame of them chore St. GzleJ’s jillds near L~nr 
&n where they thought to be concealed by 
b&q and fhrubs, that grew there : buk be- 
ing difcovered by the clergy, the king was 
tmmediately told, that OL!C~I~P at the head 
of twenty thoufand Lolards were in the fields, 
with a defign to kill the king and his brothers, 
and all the lords fpiritual and temporal, who- 
were not their friends. Alarmed at this in- 
formation, Henry, who was at El/ham, im- 
mediately marched to London to attack this 
powerful bo.dy of c&pira,torp. He arrived 
about midnight, and finding about fourfcore 
perions, fell upon them, and killed about 
twenty, and took moit of the reft prifoners, 
The poor wretches, knowing how liable they 
were to the infults of their perfecntors, had 
unfortunately brought arms with them, which 
probabiy ferved as a pretence to convince the 

king . 
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kiqg of the defign ; and that their accu&&r) 
might have the greater weight, means *were 
found by threats or promifes to prevail with 
fame to confefs the faa, though the abfurdity 
was unfurmountable to;,every confidering qan, 
For initead of twenty thoufancJ to execute Co 
great a defign, there were only a few- mean 
people, with none of, great rank ; and as for 
OidcaJle himfelf, he was not prefent. But 
it feems the clergy gained a great point by it, 
in rendering the Lof!alds odious to the king; 
and obtaining a vail price to be fet on O,flr- 
cajle’s htad, w ho was foon after. ta&qg, and 
fell a facrifce to their malice and cruelty. The 
wh& behaviour of Henry towards rhis great 
man gives us. no advantageous idea of the inte- 
grity of that prince, Gnce he atied intirely in 
oppofition to his own declared fentiments, and 
faclificed a man, he had the greacefi efteem for ; 
to WI ich he couid have no other motive than 
tCJ g,iin the clergy to his interefi, and to pre- 
vent from them any interruption in the ambitious 
projefls, he was probably at that time medita- 
ti,og As to the pretended confgiracy, he had 
too muth fenfe really to credit it, the abfur- 
dity of which, if not at firit, yet he certainly; 
foon afrer muft have been conviu<ed of, though 
he had never the ingenuity to own it, or aQ 
accordil:gly Sir Rohtt Cst!oa, in his abridg- 
merit of the pailiament.rolls, fpeaking of the 

iarliar 
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parliament that met at this time, in which 
the Loflards were f’o perfecuted, makes this 
remark. ‘6 The clergy, at this their own 
(I‘ parliament, ceafe not to rage and roar af- 
“ ter chriflian blood, tanquam leoms YU- 
CC gientes ; and whofoever did the fault, they 
“ put John Porter in the frocks, and cried, 
46 crucify &-t/i, and deliver us BarraLas ; for 
6‘ now all horrible mifchiefs whatfoever were 
‘( imputed to the poor Lo/lards.” 

Bihop * Burnet, in h!s ‘hiflory of the refor- 
mation, tells us, the difingenuous and‘inhuman 
way, the clergy had, of dealing with the Lo/- 
lards : 6‘ which was in their proceedings againit 
5‘ them always to mix fame capital errors, 
‘6 which all chrifiians rejeCted, with thofe, for ’ 
(6 which they accufed them : and Come parti- 
gr Qulars being p roved,they gave it out, that 
6‘ they were guilty of them all, to reprefent 
4~ them the more odious,” of which he gives 
us fame examples. 

It was not th,k bllardr alone that in this 
reign were convinced of the necefity of lefin- 
ing the revenues of the’church : for a parlia- ’ 
ment, that agreed to the feverefi fiatutes againit 
thofe miferable people, fiewed the greatefi ear-, 
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ecitaefs for reducing the clergy within proper 
bounds. 

It was an aMice of the cIergy at that time 
to confound every body, that oppokd their 
temporal grande.ur, under the general name of 
Lollards, and to render them and their deligns 
odious, they reprefented them as aAing from 
heretical grinciples ; in the fame manner as in a 
latter reign every man, that difcovered any zeal 
for liberty againit the arbitrary defigns of the 
court and church, was branded with the name 
of puritan. And in this I have the concur- 
rence of the learned author lalt mentioaed, 
who tells us, that CC when * the clergy had 
6‘ their authority fortified with fuch fever-e 
‘c laws, they became more cruel and infolent 
‘6 than ever. And if any man .denied them 
“ any part of that refpe&, or of thoCe: advan- 
5‘ rages, to which they pretended, he was pre- 
6‘ fently brongh t under the fufpicioa of her&y, 
‘6 and vexed with imprifoaments, and articles 
6‘ were brought again0 him.” , 

But the parliament I jufi now fpolce of, 
were fo apprehenfive of this artifice, that they 
agreed to every propofal of the clergy for the 
extirpation of what was then called herefy 5 

+ Hik of the refor. vol. I. p, 27, 

VOL, II. D fo 
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fo that a11 the pulpits in the kingdom found- 
ed their praifes. Therefore, when the com- 
mons prefcnted an addrefs for feizing their re- 
venues, they were thunder-itruck. There was 
no having recourfe to their ufual method of 
reprefenting as Loliards, whomfoever they dif- 
liked ; fo that they had no way of diverting 
the impending danger, but by animating the 
young king to a war with Fra;itcr, and in or- 
der to carry it on, to compound for the refig- 
nation of the alien priories. Though of all the 
numerous and bloody wars, the clergy have en- 
gaged the world in, they may be faid to have 
the befi excufe for this ; yet 1 cannot think the 
archbilhop’s fpeech on the occafion quite 
agreeable with the peace making charafier of 
a chriitian divine, hwfoever it might have 
appeared from the mouth of an enterprizing 
fta tefman. 

From this time to that of Henry ViII. the 
kingdom was ii, much engaged in other f mat- 
ters, that we have few or no accounts of the 
proceedings of ecclefiafi,icks worth taking up 
the reader’s time. It is probable they would 
have made great advantages from the weak- 
nefs of Henrys VT. had not Co many troubles at 
court, the war with IGwzc~, and the misfor- 

tunes 
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tunes of this reign, prevented any attention to 
church.affairs. The fame reafons for the molt 
part fubfilted in the following reigns; which 
were alfo taken up with domeflick troubles. 
‘As for Henry VII. his whole thoughts were fo 
employed in maintaining a quiet pofCefGon of 
the crown, of which he was beyond mesfure . 
jealous, and on !loarding up money, that ho 
avoided all occafions of fuch difputes, which 
might have given dilturbance to either. 

During the fir-it eighteen years of his reign, 
king Henry VIII. was a mofi faithful Ton of 
the fee of Rome, as the learned author of the 
hiftory of the reformation tells us, except in 
one matter only, which feemed to lefin the 
greatnefs of the clergy. As this one affair was 
of very great importance, and will ferve fully 
to re’t forth the temper of the clergy at this 
time, and alfo furni!hes us with a molt fla- 
grant infiance of the power they had alTirmed, 
and their molt pernicious and indolent abufe 
of that polker ; I will give the reader as kort 
an account of it, as pofible, from bifhop / zq-- 
net, efpe&l/y, as during the courfe cpC r:iis af- 
fair a fcene of cruelties Came to light to- 
wards a perfon, who hzd offended the eccls- 
fiaflicks, 1~~ hich were. nothing inferior to thoie 
of the mofi illhuman ryranks. 

35 2 fn 
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In the fo_urth Q year of this reign it was 
enaRed iti parliament, that all murderers and 
robbers fhould be derlied the benefit of ciergy. 
Though the reafonablenefs of this law, one 
would have thought, was fufficient to make it 
pa& yet to take off all objefiions there was 
added, that all fuch as were within the holy 
orders of bikop, priefi, or deacon, should be 
excepted ; and it was alfo continued in force 
only till the next parliament. Though this 
gave the greaten fatisfa&ion to the people, the 
clergy were fo offended, that the mofi infe- 
rior perfons, who were any ways related to 
the chur\h, fiould be proceeded againit by the 
laity, that the a& by their oppofition was fuf- 
fered to determine next parliament. But fee 
the effeCts of an ill-judged compliance with 
whatfoever that body of men ihall at any time 
be pleafed to call their privileges : they were 
not f&isfied, that it was fuffered to expire, but 
with great audacioufnefs rerolved to fix a pub- 
lic cenfure oa this aQ of the Jegiflature. Ac- 
cordingly, the abbot of WincheZcomb openly 
preached againit it at 2%. Pml’r crO/j. 

As-this could not fail of making a noife, 
the temporal lords and ho&e of commons con - 

+ Hilt. of the refor. vol. I. p. I 3. 
curred 
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curred in petitioning the king to fupprefs the 
growing infolence of the clergy. Upon this 
a hearing was appointed before the king with 
all the judges and his temporal council. It 
will be too tedious to infert here the particu- 
lars of the difpute, which are to be feen in the 
hiftory of the reformation : but in fhort, Dr. 
StandzJb, who was ecclefiafiical council for 
the king, maintained his arguments againfi 
the immunities of the church with fo much 
reafon, and fo clearly confuted the afirtions 
of the abbot, that all the laity prefent were 
fo confirmed in their former opinions, that the 
bishops were moved to order the abbot to make 
a recantation of his fermon in the place, where 
he had preached it ; but they a:1 flatly refufcd 
to do it, and openly juffified the affertion- ok 
the abbot in every p&t. As this was f;,l- 
lowed by very great heats in parliament, a~ 
affair, that feli out jufi after, made the matter 
to be profecuted itill more warmly tfie Micbal!- 
mus term followiog. 

One Richard Hunnc, a merchant-taylor in 
London, was fued in the eccletafiical court by 
a MiddZejix clerk for refufing a mortuary, 
which the clerk pretended was due to him 
on account of a child of Hunne’s that had 
died five weeks old. AS this fpiritual court 
fat by the legate’s authority, therefore was a 

D3 foreign 
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foreign court, Hww was rdvifed to f’ue the 
clerk in a przmunire. The clergy were touched 
to the quick at this, and ufed all their arts to 
fafkn here@ on Hrrnne ; and having found 
rjGk~$::‘; bible in his cufiody, he was taken 
up, and put in the Loi;l.~r;/s tower at St. Paul’s, 
and had feveral articles of he&y objjefted to 
him by the bishop of Lonrio~. On his ex- 
amination he denied them in the manner 
charged upon him ; but ov,ned he had faid 
Rome things, which might feem to tend thar 
way; for which he was furry, and a&ccl Cod’s 
pardon, and fubmitted to the biihop’s correc- 
tion. For this, fays our author, he should 
have been enjoined penance, and fet at liberty, 
But as he flill continued his fuit in the king’s 
court, hemas ufcd in a barbarous manner; for 
limn after he was found banged in the cham- 
ber, where he was prifoner. This was given 
out to be done by himfelf; but when the 
coroner held his inqueit on the body, PO many 
circumI)ances np~carcd, that made it undeni- 
ably cvidcnt, he was murdered; upon which 
the dead body was acquitted, and the mur- 
der charged upon the officers of the prifon : 
and by other proofs2 they found the bifiop’s 
fumner and bell-ringer guilty of it; and by 
the depofition 0E the fumncr himfelf it ap- 
pcarec’, that Dr. HogiGy, the bithop Len- 

don’s 
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dm’s chancelIor, and he, and the 
did murder him, ,and then hang him 

bell-ringer 

At the fame time the bishop began a new 
pracefs againfi Ilu~ne for herefy ; of which 
being found guilty, he was delivered over to 
the fecular power to be burnt, which was ac- 
cordingly dor,e in Smitbjekd. When judg- 
ment was given, the bithops of Durhnm and 
J,inceln, with many dolors both of divinity 
a:?d canon-law fz.t with the bifilop of Len- 
io~z; Co thnt this (kys our Author) was looked 
on as an a& af the whole clergy, and done 
by common confeent, The intent of this was 
to fiifle all enquiry about the murder; for it 

was Cuppored that when once the deceafed had 
been declared a heretic, no man would be 
io bold as to appear for him. But it fell out 
quite otherwife. The city of Lordou was en- 
raged to the greatefi degree at the cruelty of 
the clergy, and made it a common caufe. 
That a poor fellow for fuing a clerk accordicg 
to law, fhoulci be long imprXoned, and at 
lait murdered, and the reprkch of it cafi 
upon himfelf to defame him, and ruin his 
family; and then to burn the dead body thar 
had been fo ufed, was thought fuch a COW- 4 
piication of crurlries, as f&v Barbarians-ihnd 
ever been guilry of. &.*i 7 6 

i 
m- so 



So that notwithfianding the very great pains 
taken to itop the proceedings, and the endeab 
vours of the cardinal to forbid their going on, 
the thing was fo foul and evident, that they 
were ineffe&ual : and the trial went on, and 
the chancellor and fumner were indiaed as 
principals in -the murder. Hunno’s children 
were alfo reftored in parliament. 

The convocation, which was now fitting, 
finding all this itir made, refolved to call Dr. 
Stand.@ to an account ; whore arguments in the 
affair before mentioned they thought greatly to 
have contributed in railing this flame. When 
he was firfi fummoned, fame articles were ob- 
j&ted to him by word of mouth concerning the 
j !dgl:tg of clerks in civil courts ; but the next 
<iay a bill was delivered to him in writing, to 
which a day was appointed for his anfwer. 

Slondf$S finding they were determined to 
opprefs him, begged the king’s proteAion f& 
what he had done only in difcharge of his 
duty, as his counlel : but the clergy pretended 
to the king, that it was for fomething he had 
iaid in his lebures, which he had read at St. 
PuuI)s and therefore begged him to maintain 
the rights.of the church. On the other hand, 
the temporal. lords and ho& of commons ad- 
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idreffed the king to maintain the temporal ju- 
rifdi&ion, and protee Stnndi@ from the malice 
of his enemies. Upon this the king appointed 
the matttr to be ;irgued at Black-f;-Ynvs, where 
he orderer! his cQuncii @ritual and temporal, 
all thr judges, and Ctime of both houfes. to 
be pi-&n t. ! ii!Cili I!ct relate the argumtnts 
on both licies 11::e; L?l!t :!fter the debate all the 
judges gfi~~‘ their o~i:~ion, that all rhofe of the 
convocal;m , V;!IO did award the citation 
againfi St(:.:!,.‘&%, vtre guilty of a praemunire. 
‘The court then broke up. But at another 
meeting foon after, the king having exprefh’d 
his opinion in favour of Stnnd$, and that he 
was reiolved to maintain the rights of the 
crown and temporal jurifdifiion ; the arch- 
bifhop of Can+evbwy begged the matter might 
be lo long refpited, till they coufd get an an- 
fwer.from the court of Rome, and they would 
then couform themfelves to the laws of the 
land -in whatever was confiftent wirh the law 
of Cod. 7’0 this the king made no anfiver 
then, but upon his command Stand$3 was 
foon after difmifs’d out of the court of convo- 
cation. And the king, not willing to break off 
with the clergy about Hnnne’s affair, came to 
this expedient, that Dr. HoY~~I; who had ab- 
fconded in the archbiihop’s h&fe, (tho’ it was 
pretended he was prifoner there) fince war- 
rants had been out to apprehend him, ihoujd 

D5 render 
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render bin-&If priloner in the king’s bench ; 
where, upon his pleading not guilty, the attor- 
ney-general should acknowledge it, and with- 
draw the indioment ; the king thinking he 
had maintained his prerogative, by bringing 
him to the bar, 

Thus ended this great affair, which though 
far from giving the people in genera1 fatisfac- 
tion, as they thought jultice had not been 
done againit the criminals ; yet it made the 
pretenfions of church-men appear very weak, 
and gave all men t’uch a detefiation of their 
condn&, as difpofcd the public to be well 
pleafed with the alteratizx, that followed in 
this rc,Izn, and every attempt towards reducing 
their power. 

It cnnnot be ftippofed, that a clergy with this 
difpofition would corrntcnance any reformation, 
which at all IcrSned their riches or power; 
accordingly this, which followed in the pre- 
Cent reign, was entilciy Zlgiliilfi the will of the 
greatefi part of tlI&m. It has been jufty ob- 
ferved, there was never any ‘reformation, but 
the ‘clergy was againit. Indeed what was 
done in this reign was more prcperly r”L fe-\V 
lteps towards a reformation, than the thing it- 
ilf; and thol:gh ourwnrd!y mofi of them paid 
a fubmi&on to the Ling’s will in the alierad 

2 I Cons 



tions then made, yet at the fame time we 
find them ufing all their artifices to prevent 
their being carried on to fuch a length, as 
ihould render the breach with Rome irrepara- 
ble. With thofe views, when they had brought 
thcmfelves to own the fupremacy, yet they 
ftill endeavoured to cherish in the king a re- 
gard for the n&t abfurd AoArines of the Ra- 
man church. And leit the few fIeps the 
king had taken towards a reformation, might 
encourage the followers of Luther to be more 
open in promulging their opinions, the greaten 
arts were ufed to make the king difcourage 
them ; and therefore we find perfecution never 
raged with greater violence ind injufiice, than, 
under this reforming monarch. 

For the fame reLxri)n, and in order to make 
the clergy 1eTs fenfihle of the abfurdity of fe- 
veral dotirines of the church, 5nd of the im- 
plicit and fervile obedience claimed by it, 
they endeavoured to fupprefs the tranflation of 

, the bible in this reign ; for it was their maxim, 
to ufe the laity, as Her.o&tx tells us, the Sry- 
thians did their flTves, cL hich was to deprive 
them of their eyes, that they might churn theic 
mafter’s milk with more attention. 

“rherefcre, whatever merit there was in at- 

complifl~ing the reformation, the clergy -have 
x.26 no 
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no pretence to any part of it ; and the few of 
them, that really and with finceiity laboured 
to bring it about, of whom bishop Cra~~cr 
was at the head, were a very inconfiderable’ 
number in refpeA to that whole body. 

And fince I have mentioned that great man, 
upon whofe charaoer fuch encomiums have 
been made, I mufi here own my opinion, that 
if we confider with attention his whole con- 
due, we ihall find fome parts of it, which 
cannot fail very much to leffen thofe ideas, we 
are at firit apt to conceive of him. 

It is far from my intention to derogate from 
the merit of a man fo much celebrated, by 
making no allowances for the frailties of hu- 
man nature, from which it would be unrea- 
fonable to expe&, that he or any man what- 
ever fhould be exempt by the fan&ity of 
his profeifion : and as fuch, I am very willing 
to confider his recantation in the latter part of’ 
his life ; and whatever other flips he might 
have been guilty of, which may be allowed to 
be confequences of human frailty, are readily 
to’be excufed, provided they are mere frailties : 
but we cannot confider in that light fame 
of his afiions. The protefiation, he made at 
his confecration*, when he took his oath to 

* Hifi af the rcfor. vol. 1. p. 1 zg, 
the 
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the pope, was a deliberate aQ; and however 
agreeable it might have been to the maxims of 
canonifis + and cafuiits at that time, was very 
upfuitable to the integrity of his charaLter. 

The taking of oaths with referved mean- 
ings and particular explications, can have no 
other tendency than lo deitroy all faith amongfi 
men. And it was formerly obfervable, that 
the clergy in general too much countenanced 
the taking of oaths with mental refervations ; 
though in j&ice to the prefent clergy, furely it 
muft be owned, they never allow of any p& 
vate explications in what they fubfcribe as 
oeceffary to qualify them for their holy func- 
tion, or on any other occafion, / 

His compliance, as well as that of the whole 
convtiation, with -the king’s will, in annulling 

* In how different a light were oaths confidered 
by the ancient heathens, when at Arbenr, one of 
their greatefi tragedians brought upon himfelf 
the highefi indignation of his audience, by putting 
into the mouth of a worth cbaraaer, a fentimene 
agreeable to the behaviour of this great and pious 
divine. 



62 The Pillars cf PRIESTCRAFT 

the marriage with Atine of L‘k‘wes, is ex- 
tremely unjuflifi,lble, and not to be excufed by 
the fear of incurring the king’s difppleafure ; 
which, if allowed, will equal!y juftify the 
worit a&ons committed at the commands of 
the mofi unjuit tyrants. The author of the 
hiitory of the reformation fays, cc this * was 
6‘ the greateft piece of compliance that evtr 
6‘ the king had from his clergy :- for as they. 
6‘ all knew there was nothing of weight in 
6‘ that pre-contraa, fo they laid down a moit: 
‘6 pernicious precedent for invalidating all pub- 
6‘ lit treaties and agreements ; fince if one 
‘6 of the parties being unwilling to it, fo that 
‘4 his confent was not inward, he was not 
4‘ bound by it, there was no fafety among 
“ men more.” 

And again2 (6 for that ::i-gument, that was * 
6‘ taken from the want CJ~ confummation, 
(6 they had forgotten what \YSS pleaded on the 
1‘ king’s behalf ten years before, that con- 
4‘ Pent without confummation made a mar- 
&L riage camp leat .-But as the king was re- 
(6 folved on any terms tc get rid of the queen., 
‘6 To the clergy wer- e alfo refolved not to in- 
6‘ cur his diCplenfute; in which they rather 
6‘ fought for reafons to give Tome colour to 
‘6 their fentence, than paKed their judgment 
6‘ upon the Itrengrh of them.” 
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But what alone is fufficient to deflroy the 
great veneration for Cr*c0zmer, is the treatment 
fome Anabaptilts met with in the fucceeding 
reign. As that young prince Edward VI, 
was entirely under the dire&ion of proteftant 
bikops, we might expe& to fee religion put 
on a much more amiable face, when its chief 
reformers were now no longer obfIru&ed by 
that great refiraint and fubmifion, to which 
they were fiibjeoed, by the imperious will ol 
the late king. We might expe& to fee the 
clergy recommending the proteftant religion 
by the reafonablenefs of its dofirines, by 
gentlenefs, moderation, and difinterefiednefs 
in irs teachers, and by the reverfe of a behavi- 
our fo much complained of in the popish church. 
Bnt alas! we fhall Coon find ourfelves miltaken 
in thofe pleafing hopes. The fword of per- 
fecutioh had only changed hands, and, an im- 

plicit compliance with the prefent clergy, was 
likely to be as much claimed, as ever it had 
been by the church of Rome. The young 
king, in whole difpofition good-nature ’ was as 
prevalent as his good fenfe, was lhocked at 
this unexpeoed behaviour in the proteflant 
clergy ; and being preffed to fign a warrant 
for-the burning a poor frantic AnabaptifI wo- 
man, could not at firfi be prevailed with to 

do 
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do it, 6‘ but * thought it a cruelty too lik,e that 
‘6 they had condemned in papiits, to burn any 
<‘ for their confciences.” And when at iafi, 
by the fophiflical arguments of good bishop 
Cranmer, he was rather filenced in his ob- 
je&ions, than kcisfied in his compliance, 6‘ he 
6‘ fet his hand to the warrant with tears in 
‘(* his eyes, raying to Ct-aamer, that if he 
“ did wrong, fince it was in fubmifion to 
6‘ his authority, he fhould aoiwer for it 
6‘ before God.” 

It is plain from hence, that perfecution for 
opinions in religion was never diiliked by our 

clergy, and we might probably have ften it at 
as great a height in this,, as in the fuccecding 
reign, had it not been extremely impolitic to 
farnifh the vail number of enemies the re- 
forination then had in the kingdom, with the 
power of retorting the fame objeQion againit 
the proteitant religion, that had been fo fuc- 
cefsfully urged againit popery. Indeed it is 
pretty extraordinary, their policy fhould buffer 
the clergy to give thofe open proofs of thek 
difpofition which they then did: but it is at 
the Came time a very powerful argument OF 
that diPpofi tion, fince neither policy, which 
generally much governs ecclefiaftics, nor the 

+ Hifi, of the refer. vol. zr pa I 12. 
coa- 
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,confideratioa of what they themfeIves had fd 
Jately felt, could prevail on them entirely to 
fbpprefs it, even in thofe early days of their 
power. And though the legifiature has wifely 
thought fit to pare their talons fince ; yet in 
fame later reigns, when any of our princes 
have through weaknefs or ill defigns countenan- 
ced their ufurped power, we find it employed 
with no lefs ieverity than formerly againit all, 
that feemed to difapprove of it; and though 
they could not extend it againit the lives of 
fuch, yet they have done it to the greatefi de- 
gree rgainlt the liberty of their perfons, their 
charaaers, and fortunes, 

The fucceeding reign of queen h’ivy, in 
which the church of Rome was again upper- 

moft, is an inftance of the miferies of a fiate 
governed by a woman, over whore pafions 
bigotry, and a falfe zeal for religion, had the 
whole afcendant., She delivered herfelf up to 
her confelfor, 4‘ and + was as much addifted 
‘6 to the humours and interek of the cIergy, 
a‘ as they could wifh.” The intereft of the 
ftate was entirely negleaed, Calai~, which 
had been for ages maintained, and was the 
lalt monument of our former vi&tories in 
Francr, acquired at the expance of fo much 

blosd 
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blood and treafure, was now loll: and as 
this properly may be confidered as a reign 
of priefts, we never find one more mean and 
contemptible, 

The reformation, which was re- eitnbliIhed 
under queen’Eliztllelh, met with the fame op- 
pofition from the majority of the clergy, that 
it had formerly. It would be foreign to the 
defign of thele few f?leets, to enter iii:0 an ac- 
count of the partrculdr fieps taken in that af- 
fair ; but it was obfervable, rhe clcr?y for the 
IJlOfi part made it a li-iZl\iiX Co give WhAt Op- 

pofition they could to the reformation : but as 
ibon as any iteps towards it were fettled by 
pariinmentary authority, they choCe to recon- 
cile them to their coniciences, notwithfiand- 
ing * the difapprobation they had exprelfed, ra- 
ther than quit their preferments. But though 
the reformed religiou may from this reign be 
laid to be perfeoly fettled in the kingdom, 
we fiall be very much deceived, if we expefi 
to find any great amendment in its clergy. 
We Ihall foon perceive much of the old leaven 
Ml remaining. The fame purfuit of wealth, 
power, and independency was itill refolveci 
upon : but as all changes in gc,vernment pro- 
duce the fiJrne in politics, ij their fchemes 

* Hifi of the refer. 
for 
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accomplishment of their defigns were 
little altered ; and this like fubtle po- 
they did not fail to do. I 

T 
It now became more neceKary than for- 

merly for the clergy to pay their court to tem- 
poral princes. In order thereto, we fllall find 
them deviling new do&rines pernicious to the 
happinefs and liberty of mankind, and from 
being the janizaries of the papacy, as they are 
aptly Oiled by a grest author, become thofe 
of arbitrary power, as we ihall fully fee theq 
in the following .reign. And the event hq 
pro&d the prophecy, in a letter imputed to the 
famous M~lch,‘az~l, ‘our too true, where ipeaking 
of’ the ml!eries brought upon mankind, and the 
corruption of religion by the ecclefidfiics, which 
called for a thorough reformntion, we find 
there words : ‘* * I would not be underflood 
“ to difluadc anv from hououring true apofio- 
6‘ lical teachers,-when they &all be eGabliffle$ 
“ SlIlYq$t us, and from qllowing them (eve0 
SC of right, and not of alms or courtefy) fuch 
CC emoluments, as may enable them chearful- 
CC 1 Y to perform the duties of their charge, to 
LC provide for their children, and even to ufe 
“ hofpitality, as they are commanded by St. 
a( Pd. . But this I will prophefy, that if 
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princes fhall perform this bufinefs (meaning 
a reformation) by halves, and leave atip 
root of this cstergy or prieficraft, as it rioti 
is amongfi us ; or if that famous reformer 
fled lome years Gnce out of r’icardy to Gene- 
va, who is of fo great renown for learning 
and parts, hall not in his model wholly exd 
tirpate this fort of men; then, I fay, I mufi 
foretel, that as well the magifirate, as this 
workman, will find the&elves deceived in 
their expetitation, and that the leafi Jibra of <./I 
this plant will over-run again the whole i 
vineyard of the Lord, and turn to a diffufive 
papacy, in every diocefe, perhaps in every. 
par%” 

Whoever impartially confiders the reign of 
James I. cannot but difcover, that the arbi- 
trary notions which that weak and felf-fuffi- 
cient prince had got into his head, were 
greatly promoted by the difcourfes and excef- 
Gve flattery of the clergy: and it was from 
thofe principles, all the miferies this kingdom 
foon afterwards felt, have entirely proceeded. 

The doArine of unlimited paffive obedience 
to princes is a plant purely of protenant 
growth ; I mean, of protefiant priefi-craft : 
or at leafi if it had ever a being before in 
the brain of any enthufiaftical or interefied 

p&At, 
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pricfI, the clergy of the reformed church of 
England may claim the fole honour of hav- 
ing cherished, and brought it to perfefiion. 
How much foever the clergy had hitherto 
contributed towards the opprefions of the peo- 
ple, yet we never find they had the impudence 
to maintain it was a part of religion and 
their duty to fubmit to them, till there times 
1 am fpeaking of. 

The firit ufe they made of this difpoftion in 
king James I. was to render the puritans more 
obnoxious to him ; towards whom already he . 
was far from being well inclined, though he had 
formerly declared quite the contrary in Scot- 
kurd, Their different opinions in regard to 
.the hierarchy rendered them extremely odious 
40 the bishops, and they dreaded the growth 
of their opinions more than thofe of popery 
I&elf, as appears by their condu& through- 
out this reign. The bifhops therefore repre- 
fented the puritans as men, whofe principles 
were defirufiive to monarchy, no lefs than to 
the government of the church by bithops ; a 
charge, that could not fail confirming a prince 
of his fentiments in his averfon towards them. 

Tn a confef ence * appointed at this time for 
form’s fake between the bishops and puritan 

mini- 
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minifiers, the archbifllop of Canterbwy (a mo- 
derate man reckoned, as times went) did not 
ccruple trj make ufe of an expref?ion of flattery 
to the king fo high-iirained, as to be almofi 
blafphcmous ; for, upon the king’s replying 
himfelf to the objefiions of the minifiers, he 
cried out he verily hzlicved it was by the fpirit 
of God, the king fpoke what he then did. 

But it was not by words alone, that the 
bifllops flattered the king, ;,nd fiewed their 
approbation of his arbi:rary principles. Arch- 
bishop Bancl if ‘, like a true high-flying church- 
man, was refolved to lead the way in an at- 
tempt to ‘make the laws depend on the fole 
will of the king. Fe *-therefore in the name 
of ail the clergy exhibited to the king in 
council articles containing twenty-five pre- 
tended grievances, which he d&red might be 
reformed in granting prohibitions from the 
CM coul tS. ‘The archbishop could not but 
know, that in fuch cafes the judges atied ac- 2 
cording to the fixed laws of the land ; and 
that if there was any hardfhip in their pro- 
ceedings, they cc uld not be reformed but by 
authori:y of parliament. But the archbifhop’s 
drift in this conduEt was to point out a me- 
thod !o others of appiying immediately to the 

* See Ccke’s artiru!i cleri, zd init. 
king, 
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king, without regarding the parliament, in 
t&ngs, that were undeniably within their ju- 
riCdi&ion ; which opportunity, he imagined, 
king James would readily have embraced, by 
which alio the clergy would have gained a 
point, they could n’ot have expe&ed from the 
juflice and wifdom of the whoIe Iegiflature. 
It is not improbable, but the king might have 
been gained to their caufe, had it not been 
for the unanimous and firenuous oppofition 
d the judges, who reprecented rhe illegality 
of the archbithop’s requefi, and the dan- 
gerous confequences, that might happen from 
it. 

Soon afterwards two books were publicly 
Iicenfed ; the one wrote by Dry Cm-e/, pro- 
felfor of civil Jaw at Cambridp, and vicar- 
general to archb;lhop Buncr$t; the other by 
one Dr. Blackwood, a clergyman, in which 
were p&ages in favour of the mofi extrava- 
gant maxims of arbitrary *‘power. The &it 
bid dowh there three principles. 

IJ), That the king was not bound by Iaws, 
or his coronation-oath. 

+ R pin, vol. 2, p. 176. 
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zd+, That the king was not obliged to 
calt a parliament twake laws, but might do 
it alone by his abfolute power. 

3dly, That it was a great favour to admit 
the conrent of the fubjeAs in giving fubfidies. 

There principles were fo grofs, that evea 
the king found himfelf obliged to forbid the 
xeading thofe books, by proclamation, in order 
to prevent the j&ice of parliament upon the 
authors, 

The fucceKor of the archbifhop jufi men- 
tioned, indeed proved a man of more modera- 
tion in his principles, than is ufually met with 
in church men : but as fuch a temper made 
him un&t for promoting the defigns of his 
brethren, we find him always hated and 
branded by them. He could not approve of 
the rigour ufed to direnting protefiants, at the 
fame time that the Rumat, Catholics were 
openly tolerated by the king, and winked at 
by the clergy, contrary to the declared laws of 
the realm : his + letter to the king on this oc- 
cafion, and the freedom he uIes in condemn- 
ing the difpenfing by proclamation with the 
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eltabliIhed laws, will ever redound to his ho= 
nowr ; notwithfianding the periecution and ill 
ufage he met with from his brethren, who 
Arove to reprecent him as a puritan; a name 
at this time indifcriminately made ufe of, not 
only towards the prefbyteriaas, but likewife 
towards all fuch, who did not approve of the 
notions countenanced by the king, and propa- 
gated by the clergy, nay even towards thofe, 
who expreIied any diflike of the libertinifm, or 
fafhionnble vices of the age. 

As the fruit of the feeds fown in this reign 
came to their full maturity in the following I 
one, 1 will dwell no longer on this than jufi 
to obferve, that if the reader pleafes to fee a 
fpecimen of true prieflly penegyrick carried 
on to the moIt ridiculous and fulfome extra- 
vagance, he may meet with it in an extra& 
of the fermon preached at king James’s funeral, 
printed in + Rujhworth. 

- 
Under Char(cs I. the fpir-it of our church- 

men difplayed itfelf without rererve in its molt 
lively colours, and fhipt of all difguife what- 
loever. By their means Endland WJS on the 
brink of being enflaved by the king, and clergy 
at the fame time. The views the church had, 

t Vol. 1. &160. 

v 0 L. II. E mani- 
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manifefily appeared as early as the coronation 
of the king. The form of that ceremony 
was compiled chiefly by bishop Lnua’, who 
officiated as dean of &jmin$‘er in the room 
of bishop J#‘Zz’ams lately fallen into difplea- 
iure, and therefore fufpended from that office. 
I will not trouble the reader with feveral fu- 
perititious innovations introduced into the ce- 
remony, which could not but give offence ; 
but: will fet down one parage, which fug- 
ciently chews the fchemes the church had 
formed. 

After the coronation was performed, 
the king condut’3ed by the nobility to the 
throne, this remarkable, and unprecedented 
p&age was read to him. 

‘4 Stand -+ and hold fait from henceforth the 
61, place, to which you have been heir by the 
6‘ fucc&on of your fore-fathers, being now 
‘6 delivered to you by authority of almighty 
‘6 God, and by the hands of us, and al1 the 
‘6. bifhops and fcrvants of God : and as you 
(‘a fee the clergy to come nearer the altar than 
(4 other-p, fo remember that fin all places con- 
u venient) you give them greater honour, 
‘6 that the mediator between God and man 

3 Rrr/R, vol. I. p. zoo. 

“ nwy 



SC may efiablifh you in the kingly throne to 
iC be a mediator between the clergy and laity, 
(C ‘and that you may reign for ever with Jefus 
cc Chrifi, the king of kings/ and lord of 
(6 lords.” 

As the drift of this fpeech is obvious to 
every one, who reads it, I ihall only obferve 
what a profpea there was of the clergy’s ex- 
tending their power to the height of their 
.wi&ess whenever they fhould have a prelate, ! 

- at their head (which foon after happened) that 
aflerted their fuperioritg on fo public, and 
folemn an occafion. 

Since Laud afterwards made fo confiderable 
a figure in this reign, efpecially in the direc- 
tion of all ecclefiafiical affairs, it may not be 
improper to mention the account given of 
him, and his fir-R appearance in the world in 
the late reign by archbifhop A&ot his pre- 
decefli>r. 

SC This man (rayA-+ he) is the only in- 
‘g ward counfellor with Burkingham, fitting 
61 with him fometimes whole hours, and 
u feeding his humour with malice and 
cc fpite. 

t a$?w, vol. I. p, 440, 

E2 a I-lis 
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(‘ His life in Uxfoord was to pick qugrrels 
in the lefiures of the public readers, and 
to advertife them to the then bishop of 
Durham, that he might fill the ears of king 
Jams with difcontent againfi the honeit 
men, that took pains in their places, and 
fettled the truth (which he called purita- 
nifm) in their auditors. 

~4 He made it his work to fee what books 
were in the prefs, and to look over e$Iles 
dedicatory, and prefaces to the reader, to 
fee what faults might be found in them. 

G It was an obfervation, what a fweet man 
6~ this was like to be, that the firit obfervable 
(1 a&, that he did, was the marrying the earl 
6‘ of D. to the lady R. when it was notorious 
6‘ to the worldffhe had another hufband, the 
CC fame a nobleman, who had diverfe children 
6‘ then living by her.” 

We iErzl1 loon fee the clergy did not fail 
profecuting their defigns with vigour, of which 
they had made f* early a difcovery. ‘The 
univerfity of C’unz3; iu’ge, in the beginning of this 
reign, in order to make their court to his mn- 
jeity, took a public occafion to offer a noto- 
rious affront to the reprefentative body of the 

‘whole 1 
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whole people, the cornmans in parliament, by 
chufing the duke of Bmkivgham, at that time 
under an impeachment, for their chancellor. 
Accordingly we find the commons entertained 
the highefi fenfe of this indignity offered them, 
as appears in their an6ver to a meffqe of the 
king’s + on this occafion : though his mr?jefly’s 
efpoufini the part of the univerfity prevented 
their proceeding in a manner, they were other- 
wife inclined to do. 

This parliament was no fooner dirolved, 
w+ich happened in a fhort time, and the king 
determined to furnik himfeV with money by 
loan, and 0the.r illeg4 and opprefive methods, 
but the pulpits founded with the doBrine of 
pafive obedience, and complinnce M’ith the 
king’s commands, without any examination 
of their lawfulnefs. Yl~rliaments were now 
faid to be only ufurpations upon the unlimi- 
ted power of faged majefiy, which alone 
was fufficient to impore laws or taxes on the 
fubje6 by its own authority. Amongit the 
feveral difcourfes on that head, thofe of Dr. 
Sitthrop and Dr. Mtinwaring were par tizulariy 
remarkable. The one preached nt the lent 
aGzes at Northomptm a fel m0n en titled 
apoltolical obedience ; in which he fet forth, 

+ Ru/h. vol. I. p. 373, 

E3 (( that 
c 
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“ that + the prince who is head, and makes 
6‘ his court and council, it i’s his ,duty to di- 
6‘ reA and make laws, Erclr/: viii. 3. he doth 
i L u batJoever pleafu him. Where the w;rJ 
cc of a Ring is, there is pwm, and wbs ma2 
(( lay unto him, what &eJ? lbou ?- 

4‘ If princes command any thing, which 
1< fubje&s may not perform, becaufe it is 
*L againit the laws of God, or of nature, or 
“ impofible; yet fubje&s are bound to un- 
L( dergo the punishment without refiflance, 
6‘ railibg, or reviling, and fo yield a pafftve 
6‘ obedience, where they cannot exhibit an 
“ Aive one. 

‘< I know no other cafe, but one of thofe 
u three, wherein a fubjeti may excufe himfelf 
Cc with pafive obedience, but in all other hc 

“ is bound to alive obedience.” 

Dr. Manwaring promoted the fame bufinefs 
in two fermons preached before the king at 
JR’hitebalZ, where he delivered for do&rine to 
this purpofe, cC that the king is not bound to 
Cl obfervc the laws of the realm concerning 
‘c the fubjc&s rights and liberties, but that his 
4‘ royal wiil and command in impofing loans 

+ Ri&w. vol, I. p* 423. 
6‘ and 
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and taxes without common conlent in par- 
fiament doth oblige the hbjefi’s confcience 
on pain of eternal damnation. 

. 

cc That thof&, who refufed to pay this loan, 
offended againfi the law of God, and the 
km@ fuupreme authority, and became guilty 
of impiety, disloyalty, and rebellion. And 
that the authority of parliament is not ne- 
ceffary for the raifing of aids and iubfidies, 
and that the flow proceedings of fuch grear 
aremblies were not fitted for the fupply of 
the-itate’s urgent necefities, but would ra- 
ther ptoduce fundry impediments to the 
jufi defigns of princes. 

For refuiing to licenfe the fit-it of there 
fermons, that archbih.op (A%t) was fufpend- 
ed. The fermon was afterwards licenfed by 
the bifhop of Londun. As for the preachers 
themfelves, they were foon rewarded with ion- 
fiderable benefices, and Manziat-ing was even 
promoted to a bifllopric, though he had been 
fentenced by the hoofe of lords to pay a large 
fine, to make a public fubmifion, and declared 

\ incapable of holding any dignity. 

It,was not difcourfes of this kind only, that 
were publickly preached, and afterwards. en- 
couraged and licenfed by the bifnops ; but 

E4 we 
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we find by a petition of the bookfellers and 
printers to the * parliament in the fourth year 
of this reign, that books wrote againit the 
fundamentals of the reformed religion, an d 
in favour of popery were licenced by Lauct; 
at this time advanced to the fee of Landun ; 
while books wrote in dcfence of the efiablified 
religion were reflrained, and of thefe feveral 
infiJnces were produced, 

Every one, who is at all verfed in the hiito- , 
ry of there times, cannot but have obferved, 
that in order to carry church-power as high as 
pia. ble, the biChops then afFe&ed to make the 
religion ofrhis country approalh as near popery, 
a~ they could, without a&tally declaring for it, 
or allowing the pope’s fupremacy. As bifhop 
Lmd was the chief promoter of the indepen- 
dent power, they were itriving for, and had 
hlmfelf the dire&on of all ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs, it would not have been for his intereff 
to have eftablilhed any other fupremacy, ef- 
pecially after he became archbishop of CQU- 
t,~bury ; for he then was in a manner himfelf 
pope, and even affc&ed to be called his holi- 
ncfs, and mofi holy father, as he was Oiled 
by the univerfity of Oa@-li -f- in many of their 
fetters and addreffes. 

* Rr@w. vol. I. p. 655, 
+ lle$in’s IXe of Lad, pS 297. 

Befides 
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Befides the licenfing of the books, which 
I have taken notice of, the many fuperffi- 
tious innovations introduced at that time into 
divine fervice are notable proofs of the af- 
fe&ation of popery, the clergy then difcovered’; 

s of which the confe~ation of St. Cut&-i)lp’ti 
church, iS a very remarkable infiance. The 
the reader may fee the full account of it in RqL 
uorth or Rapin. The leait oppofition to any 
of there things was an unpardonable crime ; 
which we fee by the procefs formed againft 
Henry Sserfieid, recorder of S~~rum, for only 
removing by confen t of the v&-y Corn&. 
pikes of glafs from the church-window, in 
which there was a ridiculous repreftntation of 
God’ painted in the form of an old man, with 
a pair of corn: &s : for which high offence 
the poor * m~?n was fined, committed to the 
Fleet, and removed from his recorderfhip, and* 
‘bound to his g&d behavibur. 

The bishops were becotre fo intoxicated. 
with their dnrling ilh~n,e ctf churcil power, 

’ - *which they did not doubt to accomp:i:h, that: 
they Get up fur i;iqr:ii;tors ii1 their itvera 
dioceies, by obliging the chu:-ch wardens to 
.turn informers col;cer;liug the lives aud altitins. 
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of their parishioners, to which the bifhop of 
?VincheJrr obliged them by oath + in his prt- 
mary vifitation, and thereby copmitted an 
outrage on the laws of the land, a&d jurifdic- 
tion of parliament, which alone has power tB 
prekribe oaths to the fubje& 

Nor can there attempts of the clergy in this 
reign be faid to be only the a&ions of par- 
ticular men, and therefore not chargeable 
upon rhe whole ; the contrary to this appears 
in that, after the parliament of 1640 was dif- 
folved, the convocation, in which the whole 
clergy were reprefented, continued to fit not- 
withfbmding contrary to the ufual method ; 
and by their own authority took upon them 
to make canons, and enjoin an oath, which 
all graduatts and clergymen in the univerfities 
should be obliged to take ; they al&o granted 
the king a fubfidy, a moit pubiic and avow 
ed encroachment on the jurifdiCtion of par-l& 
merit. 

Thefe proceedings were fo notorious, thae 
my lord Clarendoon cannot help condemning 
them, though he does it with his ufual tender- 
nefs for the caufe in which he wrote. (( t The 
‘6 convdcation (fays he) the regular and legal 
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‘6 afim’b-iy of the clergy, cuitomarily begit+ 

_ 4‘ ning and ending with parliaments, was af- 
*u’ ter the determination of the lafi, by a new 
6‘ writ continued, and fat for the f’pace OF 
6‘ above a month under the proper title of a 
$6 fynod : made canons, which it was thought 
“ it might do, and gave fubfidies out of par- 

.-“ liament, and enjoiued oaths, which certainly 
‘I it might: not do. In a word, did many 
ci things, which in the heft of times might 

have been queitioned, and were 
condemned in the work” But 

fure to be 
as impudent 

PS this condu& feerajs to be, i4 was mt at al1 
&&-prizing, Ence the-’ bi&ops had lome rim-e 
b&e r,hac fcrupled publickly to declare their 
independency ou rke ftate *m defiance of the: 
-laws of the IJnd, and the principle+ thereby 
eflabliflled at the refotmariou, and in violation 
of their oath of fuprernacy. And this was 
done, as Wb’tlock informs us, in the high- 
commiilion court, at the time that Bap?wick 

appeared there, and was fo EverJy puniQrad 
for wrking a book ia. anfwet to one i%ott, a 
papifi, who had matntained the pope’s fupFe- 

‘\ macy. The author jufi mentioned, relates it 
thus: “ * In the cenrurc of &fleoicR, all the 
‘6 bishops t-hen prefent dcn’ied openly, that 
6‘ they had rlxir jurifdi&ioe, as bi!%op:, from, 
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the king, for which they might have been ’ 
cenfured themfelves in king Henry 11; and I 
king Edward III’s times. 

(6 But they affirmed, that they had their ju-, , 
rifdi&ion from God alone ; which denial of 
the fupremacy of the king under God, king 
HEnry VIII. would have taken very ill, and 
it rn‘ly be, would have correfied them by 
his kingly arguments, and regia manu. But 
there bir’hops pubiickly d&vowed their de- 
pendance on the king. And the archbifhop 
maintained the book of C’hcwney (who had 
wrote a book at this time in defence of the 
church of Rome) and that the Romifi 
church was a true church, and erred not in 
fundamentals.” 

The court of high-commifion was now 
become an uniupportable grievance to the 
i’~~bj&, not only by ‘a tyrannical exercife of 
power in ecclefiafiical a$airs, but by aifuming 
to i&If an univerfal jurifdiOion, by tramp- 
ling on the laws and the rights of a11 the civil 
courts ; Co that the fubjecit deprived of his 
refuge, had no ihelter to fly to from injuftice 
and opprefion : and for this I chufe to quote 
lord C/a e’l~‘a~‘s own words, as I am certain, 
he cannot be thought to have misreprefent- 
ed the matter in disfavour of the clergy. 

“ Of 
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b * Of late ‘(fpeaking of rhe high-comm‘ifion 
*‘ court) it cannot be denied, that by the great 

1 ‘<‘ power 6f iome billiops at court, it ha& 
- SS much over-flowed the banks, which fhould 
‘U havecontained ic ; not only in meddling with 
“ things that in truth were not within its con- 
“ nufance, but extending their fentences an’d 

’ ‘6 judgments in matters triable before them 
“ beyond that degree, that was jufiifiable : and 
u grew to have PO great a contempt of the 
“ common law, and profe‘eirors of it (which 
“ was a fatal unfltilfulnefs in the bishops, who 
‘f could nkver have fuffered whilfi the com- 
‘* mon law had been prefert’ed) that prohibi- ’ 
“ tions from the fupreme court, which have, 
6‘ and muft have the ftlper-intendancy over 
4; all inferior courts, were not only negleEt= 
‘( ed, but the judges reprehended for granting 
6‘ them (which without perjury they could 
“ not deny) and the lawyers difcountenanced 
*C for moving them (which they were ob- 
‘4 liged in duty to do) fo that- thereby the 
CC clergy made almofi a whole profefion, if 
‘6 not their enemies , yet very undevoted to 
‘(6 them. 

Cc Then it was grown from an ecclefialficnf 
‘c court for the rcformatim of manners to a . 

* VOI. I. y. 2;:. 
“ couI’t i 
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6‘ court of revenue, and impofed great fines 
6~ upon thofe, who were culpable before them, 

’ 
‘6 fometimes above the degree of the offence, 
‘6 had the jurifdi&ion of fining been unquef’ - 
6‘ tionable, which it was not. Which courfe & 
‘4 fining was much more frequent, and the 
‘6 fines headier after the king had granted alt 
CC that revenue (whatfoever it should prove to: 
‘6 be) to be employed for the reparation of St. 
‘4 Paul’s church; which though it were a glow 
CC rious work, and worthy the piety of thofe, 
(6 that advanced it; and the greatnefs of his 
‘6 mind, who principally intended it, made the 
4‘ grievance the heavier.” 

r 

In another @ace the Cmre noble hifforian 
fpeaking of the animofities between the law- 
yers and churchmen, attributes the hatred 
on the part of the latter to their opinion, 
that their not enjoying fo many of the great 
polls in the civil government as formerly, was 
owing to the cppofition of the bwgers, A 
true infinnce of the ambition of prieits, which, 
rather than not gratify, they were ready to 
deilroy the laws themf’elves, ‘6 It + cannot \ 
6‘ be denied :fays lord Clarendun) that the I 
‘6 peevi% Spirits of lome clergymen have ta- 
‘6 ken great pains to alienate that profefion 

* Vol I. p. 24’. I 

8 cc (mena- 
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u (meaning the lawyers) from them : aed 
“ others as nnfkilfully (finding that in former 
‘( times, when the religion of the itate was a 
4‘ vi& part of its policy, many churchmen 
‘6 were employed eminently in the civil govern- 
‘f ment of the kingdom) imputed their want- 

6‘ isg thofc ornaments, their predcceffors wore, 
3 to the power and prevalency of the lawyers, 
“ c$ whom Come principal men in all times, 
cc. thq tsnld nti but obferve to have beea 
(c their avowed enemies : and fo believed the 
6‘ firaitning and confining the profefion of 
‘4 the common law mufi naturally extend 
w &ad enlaw the j-3&&& cd the church. 
u Thence arofe thcbr bold and unwarrantable 
60 opp&g, and protuljing againIt prohibitions 
w and c~her proceedings at law, OR’ the behalf 
w of the ecclefiafiical courts ; and the procu- 
~4 rieg $ome otders and privileges from the: 
61 king on behalf of the civil la,w, as the arcb- 
4‘ bilhop of Cutie~bz~ry prevailed with the king 
CC to dire&, that half the mailers of chancery. 
6~ &ould be always civil lawyers, and ro de- 
“ clue, that no others of what condition 
(6 whdoever fhould ferve him as mailers of 
cc requefi.” 

It is well known that archbXhop Eamd, the 
principnl promoter of all the dofirines ad- 
raPc& in this reip, aad of the grievances, 

WlGCkE 
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which flowed from them, is even at this day 
the darling of the clergy, and looked upon as 
the champion of their rights, and a martyr 

.for the caufe of religion. The great& en- 
comiums have been beitowed on his memory. \ 
,And my lord Clat ~nd~n in his hifiory fets him 
forth, as a man of the highefi probity, learn- 
ing, and fenfe, and leeems willing to attribute 
no other fault to him than a little haitinefs in 
his temper for accompliflling his defigns, oc- 
cafioned by the fervency of his zeal for pro- 
moting the caufe of religion, and glob of his 
prince. But in forming a jufi idea of his 
ch,ar&er, we need be determined by nothing 
but the thare he had in the tranfactions of 
thofe times ; and I will venture to affirm, that 
my lord CI~redon him&If does in fame pa+ 
cular parages fay enough of’ Laud tQ prove, 
he ~2s far from deferving that amiable and 
good charaaer, he feems ttudious to make’ his 
reader entertain cf him. Whoever reads an 
hiftorian in the proper manner, that,is, with a 
view of iearchirig out truth, mufi form his 
judglnent of !hings from .:he matters of fatft 
{et down, and not be ib led. away by what 
the author fays concerning them, and his re- 
BeLtions lipon them; zs blindly to adopt his 
icntiments an:! cpinions. And I am confidenr, 
that to any ~adtr, who \vill attend without 
prejudice to the words of. that nobIe,hiitorian 

jun 



‘jut mentioned, Laud mufi appear of a weak 
and over-bearing temper, apt to be tranfported 
with the highefi and molt indecenr pafion 
at -mere trifles, unforgiving towards thofe, 
who had formerly offended him, conftantly 
btroducing innovations in order to eitablifh 
an independent power in the church, and not 
fcrupulous of ufing any methods to increafe 
the king’s revenues under pretence of pro- 
moting the fervice of his fovereign. The firit, 
and lafi particulars of this charge are fi, very 
obvious, that I cannot help Cecting down both 
pafiges relating to them at length. ‘6 * ‘The 

fharpnefs of. his. language and exprefions 
was Co natural to him, that he could not 
debate any thing without commotion, when ~ 
the argument was not of moment, nor bear 
contradifiion in debate even in council, 
where all men are equally free, with that 
patience and temper, that was neceKary ; of 
which they, who wifhed him not well, woufd 
take advantage, and woGld therefore con- 
tradi& him, that he might be tranfported 
with fame indecent pafflon : which upon a 
short refleflion he was always ferry for, 
and moft readily and heartily would make 
acknowledgment,” 

* Vol. 1. p* 7s. 

AS 



As .to.the IaR park&r, his comTt& vvhcn 
in the rnwagement of the treafury upon the 
death of brd Purtlmd, is related thus : (6 Be- 
4~ &g + obliged to it now by his trufi, he en- 
a tered upcjn it tith h’is natural earneftmeEj 
u and wrath, making it his prizncipal care 
et to advance and improve tk king’s revenue 
<‘ by all the ways, which were offered, and fo 
‘( hearkened to all informations and propofi- 
St tions of that kind ; and having not had 
Gc cxperieuce of that kind of people, who 
4‘ deal in that traffick, (a confident, fenfelefs, 
cc and, for the mofi part, a naughty people) 
4c he was fometimes mified by them to think 
64 better of fome projeas, than they deferved : 
a‘ but then he was fo entirely devoted, to what 
a‘ would be beneficial to the king, that aI1 
cc propofitions and de!igns, which were for 
‘6 the profit (only or pGncipnllyj of particular 
do perfons, how great foever, were oppofed, 
“ and AMed in their birth by his power and 
“ authority ; which created him enemies 
CC enough in the court, aad many of ability 
cc to do mifch’Ef, who knew well how to 
“ rccompe& difcourtefies, which they aI- 
Cc ways called injuries, 

“ The 



zc The revenue of too many of the cour& 
‘6 confified principally in inclofures, and imp 

* cc provements of that- nature, which he itill 
$6 oppokd pafionately, except they were 
cc founded upon law ; and then if it would 
!’ bring profit to the king, how old and ob- . 
‘6 folete foever the law was, he thought he \ 
Y might juitly advife the firofecution : and fo 
8‘ he did a lit& too tiuch countenance the 
6‘ commifflon concerning depopulation, which 
(‘ brought much charge and trouble upon the 
6‘ people, and was UewXe cafi up~ his 
6‘ account,” 

We have a remarkable inftance in this reign, 
how excellent cafuifis the clergy are, and 
what a notable knack they have of diltinguih- 
itig in cafes of confcience fuitably to the th~pe 

I and conveniency of the times, When king 
Charles, being PI effed to pafs the bill for attaintl- 
iq the earl of Str;.$k.‘, difcovered great UP 
villingnefs togive .his confent to what, he faid, 
his confcience told him was fo unjufi ; h 
waq defired by his council to confer with his 
biiops on that point. Accordingly “ * the 
a6 archbi(hog of 2%k, who was at haad, to 
66 his argument of co&ence, tdd him there 

- l Chmv’, hi& ofreb. vol. I. p. zcz, 
/ “ was 
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6‘ was a public, and a private confcience : 
“ that his public confcience, as a king, might 
<‘ not only difpenfe with, but oblige him to 
‘6 do that, which was againit his private ccn- 
<‘ fcience, as a man.” 

Were I to give a full account, and all the _ 
particular inltances of the mifchievous con- 
ducCt and behaviour of the clergy in there 
times, it would be taking upon me to wriie a 
hifiory of the reign, which is very foreign 
from my defign : for in fhort, all the trou- 
bles in this reign are in the greaten meafure 1 
to be iet down to their account. All the 
innovations in church and ffdte, all the at- 
tempts to erecC an independency in the firit, 
and a tyranny in the latter, were counte- 
nanced by their d&Sine, and promoted by 
their a&ions. And in this I am confirmed by 
the teitimony of a great man, whofe autho- 
rity in this point cannot be queltioned, Gnce 
his zeal for the eltablithhed church, and‘ his 
attachment to his prince were fo great, that 
he lofi his life in their defence. ‘1 his is the 
lord Falkland, with part of whore ipeech in 
the houre of commons, upon the bill for the 
exclufion of the bishops from the houfe of 
lords, I fhall conclude my account of this 
reign, 

“ Mr. 
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. <‘ Mr. * Speaker, he is a grezt ftfanger in 
I’ji-ael, who knows not, t !I +f 61 f> r:;rJ+y)m 
bath long laboured under IL’..,‘: .i;:<‘; ‘L;i cat 
opprefflons both in religion arr,i I;;cI ~1’; 
and his acquaintance heI c is not zrcar, 0:’ his 
ingenuity lefs, who does not know an:! ac- ’ 
knowledge, that a great, if not a principal 
caufe of both the& hath been fame bi&ps, 
and their ad heren ts. 

“ Mr. Speaker, a little fearch will ikrve to 
find them to have been the de&u&ion of 
unity under the pretence of uniformity, to 
have brought in fuperfiition and fcanlial 
under the titles of ~evcrencc and decency, 
to have defiled our church by adorning our 
church, to have flackened the itric?nefs of 
that union, which was fottnerly betwixt us 
and thofe of our religion beyond the fea, an 
n&ion as impolitic as ungodly. 

cc As Sir Tljamaz Ah-e fays of the’cafuifls, 
their bufinefs was not to keep men from 
finning, but to inform them, quam irope ad 
fe;catum jbe pecccjto Z;cfat nccedere : fo it 
feemed their work was to try, how much of 

‘6 a papifi might be brought in without po- 
6‘ pa-y, and to deftroy as much as they couId 

* RlfiW. vol. 4. p. 184. 
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SC of the gofpel without bringing themfelves 
6‘. in danger of being defiroyed by law. 

‘L Mr. Speaker, to go yet further, fame of 
CC them have fo induflrioufly laboured to de- 
“ duce themfelves from Rome, that they have 
‘C given great fufpicion, that in gratitude they 
CC de&e to return thither, or at leafi to meet 
Cc it half way. Some have evidently Iaboured 
‘6 to bring in an Englijh, though not a Roman 
CC popery ; I mean not the outfide of it only, 
6‘ and drefs of it, but equally abfolute, a blind 
66 obedience of the people upon the clergy, 
<‘ and of the clergy upon thernfelves ; and have 
6‘ ,oppofed papacy beyond the fea, that they 
6‘ might fettle one beyond the water : nay, 
6‘ common fame is more than ordinarily f&e, 
‘6 if none of them have found a way to recon- 
6‘ tile the opinions of Rume to the prefer- 
“ merits of Erzglalod, and to be fo abfolutely, 
6‘ direfitly, and cordially papifis, that it is a]], 
6‘ fifteen hundred pounds per annwn, can do, 
gc to keep them from confefflng it.” 

I would not be underflood from any thing 
I have faid of the ptotefiant clergy to infi- 
nuate, that their conduti had any nece&y 
connedion with the principles of our &a~ 
bli(hed religion : but my defign is only to fbew 
the ill confequence of throwing fo great a fhare 

OE 



eWd &TWODO2W ~d't% gij 

of power and pro,perty into the hands of any 
ikt of men, as fhall naturally accafion them 
to have a diitin& interefi from that of the 
community. And therefore I mufi obferve, 
the prefbyterian minillers difcovered no lefs 
fondnefs for power than thofe of the church 
of England, or lefs inc!ination to opprefs all, 
who thought difTerently from them, during that 
Short time, in which they vainly imagined every 
thing was to be carried on according to thofe 
whimfies, they had formed in their heads,* 

It is furprizing to confider how little effe& 
the confideration of the miferies, this king- 

- dom CCJ lately felt, had upon the minds of the 
clergy after the refioration of Charles II. It 
was to be expc&ed, they would have fhunned 
with horror thofe iteps, which had been found 
by experience to have expofed their country 
to ruin, and have bluffIed at the b.ire mention 
of thofe do&ines, by which they themfelves 
had been fo eminently acceflory thereto. 

But compafion for the fufferings of their 
country, and a regard for the refi of their fel- 
low fubje&, weighed very little with them, 
when put in the ballance wirh the hopes of . 

preferment 

* A very good reafon this, againit eilabliihing any 
priefis whatever, or giving them any power a.t all. 

Ihe edil ore 
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preferment under a new king, and an ir-rel 
concileabie hatred to the presbyterians. They 
fell into all the maxims and defigns of an 4 
abandoned, licentious and corrupt court, and 
extolled the j uftnefs and wifdom of its 
meafures. 

Nor did they fhew any greater regard for 
the religions than civil rights of the kingdom, 
though the dii‘pofition of th&,.who were near- 
efi the king, claimed no fmall circumfpefiion 
fr,om them * in that point. And though they 
could not but be fenfible of the dangers, which 
fo evidently threatned religion from a popifll fnc- 
ceKor, yet they were the moft violent exclai-- 
met-s againfi the bill of exclufion I- ; and when 
it came inro the houfe of lords, mofi of the 
biillops prefent, if not all, voted againit it : and 
with fuch zeal did they run into the humour 
of the court at that time, that it was cbferved, 
they fully verified the proverb in the gofpd, 
‘6 where the carcafe is, the eagles will be gaw . 
‘4 thered together.” 

Nor was the zeal of the clergy for the 
defigns of the court the over-flowings on?y 
of an incontinent joy at the king’s refioration, 
which might have engaged their whole atten- 
tion in iuch a manner, as to prevent fo early ’ 
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a difcemment of the wrong meafures then 
taken ; but when the maik was quite thrown 
off, and the king, having quarrelled with his 
laft parliament, difcovered his refolution never 
to be cramped with one for the future, ‘6 * the 
‘6 clergy particularly. diftinguilhed themfelves 
‘6 by ihewing their attachment to the princi- 
u pies and maxims of the court, and feemed 
“ to make it their bufineCs to furrender to 
“ the king all the liberties and privileges of 
cC the fubjeCts, and to leave them only an un- 
-G limited obedience. According to the prin- 
‘6 ciples publicly preached, no eaflern mo- 
66 narch was more Bbfolute than the king of 

‘. cc England.” The conducft of the late par- 
liaments was arraigned, as feditious and trea- 

- fonable: and, at the archbifhop of Canter- 

bury’s ‘own -t motion, the clergy were made 
I rhe heralds for publilhing the reafons, the 
king in his declaration pretended he had, 
for dirolving the parliament, which was ‘to 
be read in all churches throughout Eng- 
land. 

I 

. It is itrange, how prevalent the moIt ab- 
furd and defiru&ve opinions are over the 
minds of good and wife men, when propa- 

: ,gatcd as the general fentiments of that body, 

I, v 0 L, II. F of 
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of which they are members. And of this 
we have an extraordinary inflance in a great 
man, whore name I cannot mention on this 
occafion without reluAance: I mean-, the fa- 
mous archbishop 55/Z+, who from his let- 
ter to my lord Rz@, when under condemna- 
tion in Newgate, the latter end of this reign, 
appears to have held the do&rine of unlimited 
pafflve obedience, in the itri&efi fenfe of 
the words ; though afterwards experience of the 
fatal confequences, that aowed from fuch doc- 
trine, it is to be prefumed, made him aa 
upon principles very different from thofe, into 
which he had been before milled ; and no 
one *appeared a more itrenuous well-wifher 
to the revolution, that followed in the next 
reign. 

Since then the prevalency of general opinions 
may have that force in mifleading more dif- 
cerning and maturer judgments, with what 
detefiation mufi we look on the behaviour of 
thofe, who hdring the education of a great 
part of the youth of the nation, and thofe 
too of high& difiinfiion, committed to their 
care, thouid, in order to recommend them- 
felves to a prince, endeavour to corrupt the raw 
and uninformed minds of fuch youth with the 
mofi ungenerous and flavilh JoCtrines ? This 
was what the univerfity of Oxfurd did; who, 

not 
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not content with * giving the king a mani- 
fefi proof, by a folemn decree, of their own 
mean and profiitute compliance with all his 
defigns, w hatfoever they should be ; infamoufly 
ordered, by the &me decree, all tutors to in- 
fir&I thofe under their care in the fame ferviie 
notions, that they themfeives had therein ex- 
preffed. What treatment did not there be- 
trayers of the moit important charge, their 
country could intrufi them with, deferve from 
it? Who, infiead of forming the minds of 
their pupils, by an early acquaintance with 
the celebrated authors of antiquity, to an imi- 
tation of Greek and Roman virtues, and of 
animating them by the nobleit examples with 

* Amongfi other doBrines, thefe following were 
condemned as damnable, ahd deitruAive to all IO- 
ciety, wix. 

All civil authority is derived originally from the 
people. 

There is a mutual compafi, tacit or exprefs, be- 
tween a prince and his fubjeQs’; and that if he 
perfo;m not his dory, they are difcharged from 
theirs, 

That if governors become tyrants, or govern 
otherwife, than by the laws of God ar:d man they 
ought to do, they forfeit the right they had unto 
t&ir govern men t. 

II~cre lies no obligation on chrifiians to pafive 
obedience ; and the primitive chriftians chore rather 

-to die than refiff, becaufe chriitianity was not fit- 
tled by the laws of the empire. 

Vide Rap:;t, vol. 2, p. 730, 

F2 the 
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the love of virtue, freedom, and their coun- 
try; who, infiead of fortifying their minds 
with a generous courage,-and contempt of 
death, if ever the public fervice should re- ’ 
quire it, taught them to become fubmiGve 
flaves of opprefion, fit only to execute ihe 
WI and commands of tyrants. 

After the death of Charles 11. the duke of 
22rR fucceeded to the crown with the gene- 
ral appearance of approbation and joy in the 
clergy, though the principles of his religion had 
been fufficiently known; and there was great 
reafon to believe, that the wrong iteps, and 
violent meafures taken in the latter end of his 
brother’s reign, were greatly puthed forward 
by the natural earneflnefs of the duke’s tem- 
per and councils. - There confiderations, one 
would have thought, ’ fhould have more parti- 
cularly obliged the clergy to the greatefi cir- 
cumfpeaion and caution in all they faid or 
did, to avoid giving the leafi countenance to 
any opinions, which they were fenfible mufi 
hurry a prince of James’s complexion of mind 
more precipitately into fuch defigns, as his re- 
ligious, and other principles of courfe inclined 
him to ; and in which they could not but dif- 
tern, he would have no other check than the 
appearance-of difficulty and oppofition, he might 
meet with in the accomplifbment of them, 

But 
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Btit fo far were they from ufing any pre- 
aution of this kind, that after king Jums 
ame to the crown, unlimited obedience was 
trumpeted, if pcfible, with more indultry 
than ever in the pulpit, and all other places. 
And how necefiry, and iafeparable a part they 
thought it of the chrifiian religion, as &a- 
biiihcd here, is manifefi from the infultiog im-- 
portunity (for furely it can be called no other) 
with which the unfortunate * duke of M.P 
nouth was preifed to acknowledge it on the 
f&&old by thofe appointed to attend him, 
who were the bifho.ps of ~94, and of. Bath 
and IV&; together with Dr. Tenlptt and 
Dr. tiuoler. Nay, ib careful were fome of the 
clergy, that the regal power should not feem 
liable to any reitraints or limitations, that MI 
the king’s own gracious promif&, which he 
had made at his comiag to the crown, might 
lie.rhougbt to bind him down to the perfor- 
ma_ace of. them, Dr. Cartwrigh, afterwards 
iamp of CheJ3rr t,, alferted in a fermon, 
‘6 that the king’s promifes were free dooatives, 
cfi and ought not to be too itI-i&ly examined or 
4‘ urged, and that they muit leave his majeity 
a to explain his own meaning in them.” 

* See JIr. Sachew. tryal, p. 169. 
t;.Rapin, vol. 2r p. 7 54. 

_ F3 After 
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After a view of fuch principfes and conduo 
hitherto, it may feem fomething itrange to 
find on a fudden, that the career of this king’s 
illegal proceedings, met with one of the firfi 
f-tops from fome of the clergy ; this was in 
their rtfufal to .read the king’s declaration for 
libel ty of confcience, on account of which, 
fcven of the bithops were committed to the 
Tiwer. Gut in this non-compliance with the 
court (unufual as it was) they fwerved not from 
their ufual maxims of policy. They plainly 
now began to fee, that their own interefi, and 
the deligns of the king were no longer com- 
patible, A Roman, not an Ehgl$, popery,‘ 
as in Chnrks I’s time, was now to be eitabliihed 
here. The affair of Magdalen college in Ox- 

ford had opened their eyes to a fenfe of the 
danger they run, ia being further tools to his 
defigns, and that they were likely to hold 
their ecclefiaflical poffef3ons by the uncertain 
tenure of the king’s will. In fuch a cafe ir 
was impoffrble not to forefee, that their prefer- 
ments would be foon given from them to fuch 
men, who having had their education in the 
church of Rome, would be more relied on by 
a bigotted king, and who indeed would be 
more proper to execute the work, he was in 
fuch a hurry to accomplish, th.an an EngZf$ 
clergy, who if they could be difpofed to em- 
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brace his religion, yet: could with a very ill 
grace and Cuccefs be fuppofed to propagate it 
amongfi the people, What was then to be 
expeCted, but to fee large bands of foreign ec- 
clefiafiics pouring in upon rhe nation, as irl 
the times of Henry III. and. the plentiful har- 

. wit, which the king flattered himfelf was no[V 
ripe, gathered in by the hands of FWX~ and 
Itnliau priefts . $ Was it not therefore the canrtt 
sf the church alone, not that of public li- 
berty, nor a regard for the interefl of rhe peo- 
ple, that wrought this fudden alteration in the 
clergy ? The attempts upon civil liberty had 
remained uncenhred, and unoppofed, nay were 
enforced by them on pain of damnation J and 
none of there very bifilops had fcrupled, or 
thought it even indecent to publilh in their 
pulpits the late king’s abufive declaration againit 
the conduCt of his parliament, infomuch that 
this fdme archbifilop, who was nottt one of Ihe 
feven, was the perfon, that propofed it in 
council, as has been mentioned above. So * 
u.fed had ki ng James been to hear an ab[oIute 
obedience to his commands preached up by the 

l clergy, and to meet with a full compliance 
with them in other matters, that on this op- 
pofirion he very naturally faid, Cc I * did not 
Cc expe& this from the church of England; 
(( efpecially from fame of you,” 

* Rap+ vol. 2. p 763. 
F4 Behold 
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Behold now the clergy all at once running 
counter to thofe dofirines of their own broach- 
ing, which they had with fo much vehemence 
maintained, and becoming guilty of what 
they themfelves had fo very lately denounced 
the heaviefi cenfures and damnations againfi, 
both in their particular fermons and difcourfes, 
and in -their more folemn and public decrees ! 
This is their fo much boafted fiand’ for the 
liberty of the people ! This, their ever-me- 
morable condu& ! 

When foon afterwards the nation was un- 
der a necefity of calling in the prince of 
Orange for the prefervatioq of their rights, 
though the clergy thought proper to f&m with 
the fiream, yet we fee how awkwardly moft 
of thofe Shifting motley politicians came into 
what they were confcious was entirely contra- 
di&ory to thofe maxims they had fo avowedly 
inculcated : nor had king WXam been long 

on the throne, before a difappointment in 
thofe preferments, many of them expe&ed, 
or a relapfe into thofe doorines, over which 
they could no longer bear to wear the mafk, 
made them return, like the dog to the vomit i 
giving great reafon to fufpe&, that too many 
amongfi them would gladly have feen the na- 
tion again expofed to its former perils by a 

refioration, 
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reff oration, with the aggravation of having-> 
taken the oaths of allegiance to king ZW~iam,. 
and abjuration. of 3amcs. 

With this remarkable period in our hifiory, v 
I kall clofe the prefent account, as the be- 
haviour of the clergy fince that time is ib. 1 
known, and fresh .in the memory of every one, 
that it will be needlers for me fo fay any thing , 
of it here. 

And as I have had no .other itl&cemenr in q 
laying this before the public, than a fincere 
zeal for the liberty of all my fellow fubjefits 
againit every opprefion of what kind foever 5. 
fo if in this attempt any mifiake has been _ 
committed (though I am not confcious of any at c 
prefent) I ihall always be ready ingenuoufly te 
acknowledge it, 
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AN I 

A N S. w E R 
TO. THE 

Country PARSON’S PLEA, &fir, 

Very Reverend, 

A 
Pamphfet hatli been delivered at the 
doors of both ho&s of parliament, 
and fent under the franks of diverfe 

of my lords the B ups to the parochial 
clergy, entitled, PAPERS RELATING 
TO THE QUAKERS TYTHE- 
% ILL, viz. , 

r. ExtraL?s from the year@ ep$?h of. meet- 
ing of ~uahs bell t’n London, in rela- 
tion to T)thiv. 

2, Remarks upon a Bill now depending ia 

parliamen/, to enlarge, amend, and ren- 
der more effe&ual the laws now in be- 
l mg, for the more eafy recovery of tyshes, 
church-rates, oblations, and other, ecck- 

lid? ical 
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fiaflical dues, from the people called 

a @akers ; And a& remads upon a ,pprint- 
ed paper, entituled, 5Qe cafe of -the people 
called L&aRers. . 

3. THE COUNTRY PARSON’s 
PLEA AGAINST THE QUA- 
KERS TYTHE-BILL, humbly ad- 
drefid to the commons af Greas B&riot 
aflembled in parliament. 

4, Tibs cafe of the people called @ahers. 

The method of bundling up there papers is 
particularly to be rtoted, 

For that, 

The B I L L, though much inveighed 
agai&, is 1101 reg&rly opened in them; and 

The C A S E, which is the ground of the 
debate, is printed at the end of the papers de- 
figned to confute it, which feemeth, as if the 
compiler intended to prejudice the reader 
again& both the Lill and the lob, before he 
jbould read either. 

So very unfair a procedburc dekrves animad- 
verfion ; and, 

This anf’ver is dire&d to the author of 
the couniry parfen’s plea, andnot to either oI! 

hii 
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his collegues, becaufe I would not be charged 
with defigning to expofe the nakednefs of a&- 
ther, or with deriding the dotage of a mother 
in the church 5 

I would not be charged ‘with dire&ing my 
anfwer either to the light@, or the heav$? of 
the triumvirate, whilft there is one to be ani- 
madverted. upon, whofe parts and capacity 

I have railed him above contempt, even in fpite 
of his&&g * proftitution - of whom the 
caufe of liberty and virtue might fear as much 
~ikhief, as he is kmwn to bear malignity to 
it, were not his ahX&s fo happily qualified by 
his reputation, that the mofi impotent cannot 
be more harmlefs. 

This country parfin’s plea addreffes itfelf to. 
the commons of Great Britain, in a manner 
f;eemingly humble, mod&, and fair. 

I. c It is prefumedm, f~ys the au&or, that 
6 it can be no offence for the meaaefi to offer 
a reafons to the greatelt;, 

2. c Nor a reproach to any man to have 
6 a reafonable concern for his own proper ‘ty. 

* A phrafe ufed by lord Gtw%zbu& in his charafim 
&a certain prelate : yido Pf&%tatio# an parties. 
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3( 6 Trufting to there prefumptions, I 
4 make bold, UC,’ 

This fpecious preamble might induce us to 
believe, 

That this country parfon is humbly fub- 
mitting his cafe to an houfe of commons 
better informed : 

And not that it is the faA in this, as in 
every infiance where a .bill for the reforma? 
tion of the church is brought into parliament, 
that one or two venerable fages draw up an 
invefiive againit the bill before it hath had 
a fecond reading,. and fend it franked by the 
poff to the clergy through the kingdom, to 
ra?fe a clamour from. their. pulpits againA the 
proceedings of parliament. 

This invafion of the rights of the &$e of 
commons hath been Co amply praAifed by their 

/piritual L ps, that circular letters to the 
clergy of the feveral diocefes and of the two 
univerii-ties have been iffued, under covers in: 
fcribed with R. R. Names, on the bringing 
in, of bills in three feveral years, viz. Firfi; 
the 7jjthe-BiZZ, I 731, next, the erde~a~hd 

caur& 
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met-t Bill, I 733, and laflly, the *akerr ty&- 
bill now depending. 

With infolence Ml more alarming, the 
perfons who iffued thofe fetters have as open- 
ly menaced the mrmber~ who brought in thofe 
bills; threatning to oppofe them in fubfequent 
eleEtions with the weight of church influence, 
which that it hath intimidated the worthy 
members I prefume not to believe, I am Cure 
it fhall never intimidate me; but if the faA be 
enquired in to, there are not wanting thofe who 
will make it fully appear. 

Not that any one laments to have heard 
thefe menaces lo frankly poured out againft 
the nemliers, becaufe if that venerable Sody op- 
pofe their interefi in the lands of England 
againit the rights of an houJ1, of commons, it will 
fpeedily move the wifdom of parliament to check 
the exorbitance of that power which is fo bold 
with their liberties. 

Whatever fhall threaten the’ reprefentatives 
of the people in the free exercife of their 
nobleit prerogative, the redrefs of grievances, 
mufi firike at the life of their authority and 
reputation: and mof? infamoufly treats them as 
a body of men called together for the bfinefs 

Of 
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of taxing, 
iubjeCt : 

and not at all for the ea/;ng of the 

As if the commons of Grlat Britairt were 
in duty bound to grant money, for building of 
churcljes and repairing of abbie~, but were with- 
out a competent jurifdi&tion to examine abuFes 
committed by the clergy in their fuits for iyfbcs 
and dr!es, und for mare ~hn?? their due. 

This, abfurd as it is, will be found to run 
through the p+z before US, as a principle on 
which the e.fIabliihment of church and itate is 
founded, and withcat which the clergy can 
have no maintrnanr;e. 

‘ It is, fays the plea, a reproach to no 
g man to have a reafonable concern for his 
g 0 w-n pro@Yy.’ 

And the whole argument treats the bill as 
a violation of the palj^on’s property, becaufe it 
dire& in what manner he Ihall Cue the layman 
for lythe. 

This is contrived to enflame the clergy 
againfi the honk of commons, as robbing 
churchmen of their ppptlrty, 

But 



But I think the word property was never 
lefs warrantably ufed, than it hath been on this 
occafion. 

The tythes of the clergjr, are the wages, 
which, as fervants of the public, they receive 
from the bounty of the laws ; and their right 
in thofe tythes arifing purely from the grare, 
their remedy in fuing for them mufi depend 
wholly on the will of the legiflative power. 

A layman’s freehold accrues to him by in- 
heritance from his father: a churchman’s free- 
hold accrues to him by the gift of the public, 
on fuch conditions, as are or &all be declared 
to qualify the tentre of the poffefion, or the 
recovery of any rights incideut to it. 

By non-compliance with thefe conditions, 
- as declared in a fingle a0 of parliament, i, e. 
the lafi un:Jrm:ty-a&f, thoufands have been 
deprived in a year, not only of their tythes, 
but their churches, with rhe high approbation 
of all zealous churchmen. 

And I muit Cay, for the reputation of the 
fufferers in that cafe, that as fenfibie as they 
were of their hardkips, they had greater mo- 

defIy 
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&4ly than to call that a ~roperfy which they ’ 
knew to be only a truJ: 

Nor would it have been endured ; and much 
MS, that, knowing their pof?Xions to be held 
of this prtbih donahz, they should have had 
the infolence to treat any interefi incident to 
their pofkfion, as a matter of properiy, not 
belonging to the difpofition of parliament. 

Every private interefi, even rights of inhe- 
ritance, mufi be governed by the confideration 
of public intereit, Saks PO@, jlbprema lex. 

And, nothing can be more infolent or in- 
congruous, than to challenge the donations of 
the public, as a property not to be reformed 
for the convenience of the public. 

No free itate, no wife people, ever fuffereci 
luch a do&ine to pafs unreproved. The 
Agrarian laws of the ancient republics in dire& I 
contradi&ion to it, ordained the equal diftri- 
bution of Iands, and reformed the grievance of 
cxctfivc property, by limiting and reitraining the 
po[Tefions of their fubjeEts, 

The laws of England are not without the 
firongefi declarations of the fame wifdom in our 
legislators ; the reformers of our church, to 

their 
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their honour be it ever remembered, were the 
men who avowed this power of retrenching 
gn~rnt~u~ property to be the prerogative of 
parliament. 

The a& concerning Prter Pence and dif- 
penfations, 25 Hen. VIII. cap. IS. hath this 
remarkable preface. 

‘ W H E R E A S, It fiaadeth with natural 
4 equity and good reafon, that in all and 
6 every laws human, made within this realm, 
6 or induced into this realm by fufferance, 

1 ‘ ronf’ent, and cuitom - your royal ma- 
‘ jelly, and your lords fpiritual and temporal, 
6 and commons, reprefenting the whole fitate 
6 of your realm, in this your mofi high court 
‘ Uf parliament, H A V E full power and au- 
* thority, not o,nly to difpenfe, but alfo to au- 
c thorife fame ele& perfon or perfons, to dif- 
6 penfe with thefe and all other human laws in 
2 this your realm, and with every one of them, 
8 as de quality of Ihc perfons and manner /ha’fl 
g require ; and alfo the faid laws and every one 
6 of them to abrogate, amplify, or diminifb, 
Q as it Gall be feen unto your majefiy, and 
6 the nobles and commons of your realm, pre- 
6 lent in your parliament, meet and copy* 
6 nient far the wealth of your realm. 

‘ And 
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c And becaufe that it is now in there days 
l prefent feen, that the ftate, dignity, fuperio- 
‘ rity, reputation, and authority of the impe- 
‘ rial crown of this realm, by the long fufi- 
* rance of unrea/lonable and uncharitable z$urpa- 
6 lions and exaRhns, prafiifed in the times of 
8 you,r moit noble progenitors, is much and fore 
‘ decayed and diminiked, and the -people of 
6 this realm thereby impoverished, aad fo or 
G worfe be like to continue, if remedy be not 
6 therefore fhortly provided: I 

6 It may therefore plcafe your mofi noble 
6 majeJy, &c. ‘(to take away Peter Pence and 
6 payments to the fee of Retie.)’ 

This a6’k provided againfi the claims of fo- 
reigners; we fhall in the next infiance fee how 
our atxefiors dealt with the claims and pretend- 
ed properties of churchmen W H 0 W E R E 
NATIVES. 

The a& for fupprefing of monaiteries, 
which had not lands above 200 I, by the year 
(27 Hen. VIII. cap. 28.) ’ 

DECLARES, 

c The lords and commons by a great 
4 deliberation finally be refolved, that it is and 

‘ kall 



* ihall be much more to the pleafuse of al- 
* mighty God, and for the honour of this realm, 
6 that the poKefions of fuch religious ho&es 
’ now being /pent, Jppoiied, and waJed fb~ in- 
‘ creafe and mainteHan<e of jhz, should be ufed’ 
a and committed to better ufes ; and the tin- 
‘ thrifi religious fo fpending the fame, to be 
6 compelled to reform their lives; and there- 
‘ upon moft humbly defire the king’s highnefs, 
S it may be enacted (to /upprefs ihem.) 

To this a& far JuppreJing the leJSer e&e- 
/i~jhbd fou~i~darzhr, fucceeded foon afterwards 
the general furrender and diffolution of all the 
monafteries in the kingdom, when fo many 
impropriationr of tythe became lay-fees, and 
were alienated from the church by authority of 
parliament. 

Whoever reads thefe a&s, will find, I. That 
the regulation of ecclefiafiical property is fo far 
from contradiEting, that nothing can be more 
natural to the genius of this free kingdom; 

2. That fuch regulation of property in the 
church, is the only means by which any peo- 
ple can obtain a reformation of religion. 

3. That the pariiament of this kingdom, in 
divefiing the church of thofe impropriations 

6 \ Of 
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uf tythe, did not allow churchmen to have any 
property in tythc ; 

And, 4, That if the legiflature now in be- 
ing, proceeding in the fame co&e as our J$? 
reformers, should think it expedient to abolik 
all tythes remaining in the church, or to convert 
it into lay-fees, they could not waut a full and 
proper warrant from the a&s of their prede- 
ceKors, fo long as the a&s for non-payment of 
Peter Pence, and for fupprefing of monaj’eries 
fhall remain in the flatute-books. 

But we are not debating the queition, whe- 
ther tythes ought to be continued: the quakers 
(as a people who think them to be abolifhed 
by the gofpel of Chrifi, and not lawful by the 
principles of religion for them to pay) defire 
the authority of parliament to be in fuch man- 
ner interpofed, that fo long as they are levied 
upon them, it may be in the leafI-opprefive 
courfe, and by the mofi fummary procefs. 

The hot@ of cornmans, in compafflon to their 
grievances, with the mofi unanimous, chear- 
ful, and ready confent, ordered a B I L L to be 
brought in, to enlarge, amend, and render more 
8ferZual the lauu now in being, for the mom euj% 
recovery of tytbes, cburcb-rates and oblations, 

and 
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and other eccleJaJical durs from the peopie calied 
Qakers, 

The bill, by their command, hath been 
printed. 

It recites : 

S That by an a&, 7 & 8 of X III. a re- 
C medy is provided for the recovery of tythes 
‘ and church-rates, not exceeding the value 
‘ of ten pounds, where Q@crs..refufe to Pay 
( them; 

‘ That by another a&, I Gco. 1. the faid 
< remedy is extended as well to tythes as to all 
( other rights, dues, or payments from any 
‘ Qakers belonging t o any church, chapel, or 
c the minifler or curate thereof: 

And it further recites, 

( That it may be convenient to extend this 
c provifion to a further fum. 

It therifore enaA9, 

‘ That where any Qakers iZlaIl refufe to 
( pay or compound, any two or more juff ices 

* 6 of the peace (other than fuch j&ice as is pa- 
vo L. XI. G ‘ troll 
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6 tron of the church, or interefied in the tythes) 
c upon complaint of the parfon, or proprietor, 
6 or colle,&or, fhall fummon fuch Qaker to 
6 appear before them, and either upon appear- 
‘ ante or default of appearance (fuch fummons 
4 being duly proved upon oath) fhall proceed 
6 to hear the complaint, and to fiate what is 
‘ due, and by order under their hands and 
‘ feals to dire& the payment thereof, fo that 
4 the fum ordered do not exceed (a fum to 
6 be limited by this bill ;) and fhall order 
‘ reafonable COOS not exceeding (a fum to 
6 be limited by this bill ;) and upon the re- 
6 fufal of fuch Qakers to pay according to 
‘ fuch order, it fh~ll be lawful for the faid 
6 jufiices by warrant, to levy the money by dif- 
‘ trefs and fale of the goods of fuch Quakers, ren- 
6 dering the overplus (the necefiry charge of 
6 difirefs being thereout firit dedu&ed.) And 
c any perfon finding himfelf aggrieved by this 
6 judgment may appeal to the next general 
‘ quarter feflions, and the juitices there pre- 
6 fent ihall proceed finally to hear and deter- 
‘ mine the matter, and to reverfe or affirm 
6 the faid judgment ; and if they continue 
6 the judgment, they kall give fuch co’its a- 
‘ gainfi the appellant as they fhall think rea- 
4 fonable ; and no cevticrari or writ from 
6 any court fhall remove” or fuperfede their 
6 proceedings. 

I Ib 



It is further enafied, ‘ That if the annual 
value of fuch tythes or dues doth not ex- 
teed the firm (to be limited by this a&) no 
@aker fhall be fued in any other court or 
manher, unlefs- the title of &ch tythes fhail 
be in quefbon ; 

‘ And that if the perfon againft whom 
fuch judgment fhall be had, &all remove out 
of the county, divifion, or corporation, after 
fuch judgment, the juflices who made the 
order fhall certify it to any juitice of fuch 
place to which the faid perfon fhall be re- 
moved, which juitice is authorized to order 
fuch fum to be levied on the goods and chat- 
tels of fuch perfon, in the fame manner- as 
the other juflices might, if fuch perfon had 
not been removed. 

c Provided always, that no diitrefs fhalf 
be eircefive or unreafonable, but proportion- 
cd, as near as may be, to the value of the 
r &urn. 

‘ Provided alfo, That where any Quaker 
complained of, for fubflra8ing, with-hold- 
ing, or not paying, or compounding for fuch 
tythes or dues, fhali infiit upon any pre- 
fcription, compofi Con, or ma&s decirnandi, 

L @2 ‘ ex- 
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‘C exemption, difcharge, agreement, or title; 
6 whereby he ought to be freed from the page 
6 ment in quefiion, and kalI deliver the fame 
6 in writing to the faid j&ices, that then they 
6 fhall give no judgment in the matter, but 
6 that the perfons complaining fhall be at ,li- 
‘ berty to profecute in any other court, as if 
* this a& had not been made. 

C And it is enaaed, That fo much of the 
4 before recited a& as relates only to the reco- 
r very of tythes or dues lhall be repealed ; 

6 And that any perkm Cued for any thing 
* done purfuant to this ati, may plead the ge- 
6 neral iffue, and on that, or any other, give . 
c this aQ and the fpecial matter in evidence ; 
6 and if a Verdi& or judgment Ihall be for the 
.‘ deFendant, or if the plaidtiff be nonfuit, or 
6 difcontinue the aEon, the defendant halI re- 
‘ cover [treble] coils ; and no fuit ihail be 
6 commenced for any thing done purfuant to this 
‘ ati, unlefs it be brought within a limited time 
6 after fuch caufe of a&ion arifes. 

6 And laflly, This a& is declared to be a 
g public a&k 

This is the tenor of the bill : 

A bill, which by a peculiar fate, no fooncr 
~as:brought into parIiament, than it united cer- 

tain 
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fain right reverend prelates in the clofeft com- 
bination againit it ; and they, whofe reciprocal 
hatred was as fierce as the rivalfllip for power 
which occafioned it was unchriltian and fcnn- 
dnlous, at once laid a&de their animofities tu 
oppofe this moit reafonnble bill ; GreadfuIly 
colle&ing the force of their abilities in a for- 
midable pnmphler, after having in rheir J&C/S 

for/u~~~cmacy been hardly prevailed on to fup- 
port the provocation. of each other’s company. 

From this unexpefied alliance, hath arifen 
the clamour of the counrry par-,&z againit this 
bill ; a clamonr indefatigably promoted, but by 
nothing more fuccefsfully than by the words og 
the plea, vii, 

‘ As I am a GbjeCt of GFJU~ Bdain, as 
‘ well as a minifter of the gofpel, I have a 
( Eirth-right in IMP /CPU, and in having al-l 
6 queftions relating to my property determined 
6 in the methods of juitice ufed in this king- 
‘ dam, and not referred to an arbitrary dcti- 
4 fion. Ndli nfgaLimu5 ju)itimn, is the Ian+ 
* guage of 9nngna chat.tn. 

This is a fuggeflion, that the bill deprives 
qhq clergy of their birth-right in the law, that 
it fubje&s them to a determination of property 
not ufed in this kingdom, that it refers them to 

G3 aa 
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an arbitrary d&ion, and denies them the juftice 
which is promifed by magna cbarfa. 

Some of there complaints appear upon ex- 
amina$@- to have no meaning, and others 
to h&a po force j rhat is, they mighr be ob- 
je&idns, did not they want the foundation of 
truth. 

The allegation of the clergy’s liuth-r;ght 
in 1156 law, as appIicabIe to the affair of tythes, 
~ou!d make a itranger imagine, that either 
tllc;r v;cre b3rn with the ij:d LLZ: charafier 
upon them, or that every priefi had inflitution 
33~ induc’ion of a benefice, even in his mothet’s 

~x.niE-. 

If the tythes, if the d.ues, if the malnte- 
nnnce which is now paid to the clergy, were 
L-:iIit-ely taken away, they would Ioie no birth- 
right which they have in the law; they might 
ii:f~ the benevo!ence which they receive from 
the law, and which the legislature have the 
fame right to refume, as ever they had to efta- 
liih, if the fame reafon which induced the 
grant should require the refumption ; if prnbfic 
gtod should call upon them to reverie what 
their anceitors conlented to from no other con- 
fideralion. 

’ But 



But the bill hath not propofed the taking 
away of their maintenance. It gives them 
fuch methods of ruing for it, as mny be leafi 
vexatious in-the proceeding, and leafi opprefflve 
in the end : a method ,of recovering their main- 
tenance, which may not confume the fubfiance 
of thofe whore labour maintains them. 

This recovery being given by the judgment 
of two jufiices of the peace in the county 
where the complaint arifes, or, upon appeal 
by the general quarter-fefions of the county 

5y what colour or pretence can fuch 
nccuf~tions be brought againit it ? 

The words of the great charter, m&i nep- 
b;mus ju/iitiam, are fpoken by the king, who 
is fuppofed (fays the lord Ccke) to be prefent 
in his courts of j&ice, declaring, we will de,ry 
jrfltice to m mn. 

The words intended, that the iubjefi ihalf 
have refort to a certain court wherein he ihall 
be determined ; and not that he kall fue in 
every court according to his fancy : 

Otherwife, he might fue in the high 
court of parliament for rhe fum of/ix and eight 
pence; for, doubtlers, the king is prefent as 

G 4’ well 
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well there as in any inferior court, and is 
fpeaking the f&me words, nulls negabimus juf- 

$22 Yam. ,, 

The words then give no man a right to 
be heard in what court he pleafes, but in fuch . 
as ihall be appointed him ; 

And this is the onb birth-right, which either 
clergy or laity can pretend to have in de- 
terminations of quefiions relating to their 
property. 

‘If the court of chancery by injunOions 
fhall flay proceedings in the courts of common 
law; if the courts of common law by pro- 
hibitions fflall ltay the proceedings of ecclefia- 
Aical cotn-ts, is ithe j&ice promifed by magna 
char/a denied to the Farty who may not pro- 
kcute in thofe courts ? 

- No : for, he is not to have the 
advantage cd law contrary to good tonkJFCimt; 
inur is any man to file in an improper co~rC, nor 
any court $0 have cognizance of an improper 
acdule. 

An?l if the courts of common law compre- 
hend, within the% jurifdXtion, the full view 
;ansf fuperintendancy of the ecclefiafltical cotxts ; 

if 
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Sf the courts of equity have the fame compafs 
in reviewing and fuperintending the courts of 
common law, with power to abridge and reitr6n 
--their proceedings as ju&e may rquire 4 

Hath not the legislative power, zhe pnr- 
Siament of rhe kingdom, jkpreme cognizance of 
all courts and methods of recovery, with I.&e 
.pover to refirain fuits, as they &all fee ,aaufe 2 

T3y magna chnrta the k:ng is ,fLvorn to day 
no man judice, to delay ns mad jffdice, 85c, 

But is the parliament bound not to alter 
the laws, or not to amend, explain, and re- 
peal them, as the good of the kingdom ihall 
require ? 

The :king, as chief mag$?r&f, is undw 
this reftraint ; in this eapaciiy he cannot have 
cognizance of public convcniencr : but the 
king, lords and commons, as IA-gtf/Ltars can- 
not be reftrained, They mufl provide for 
public cLncrnie/lcg, as inperior *to al4 ocher con- 
hiderations : -Co that to limit prl:amerrtary power, 
as if it were regal power, is incongruous wiLh 
.legUntion, and not to be charged on the WOJ-& 
&$he 2rea.t darter, 
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If therefore the ruuntry parfin is enabled 
by parliament to fue in any m-lain COW, and 
may receive a determination accordiqg to the 
ufage thereof; ju fiice is mt denied him. 

The words of the plea, in fetting forth the 
hardfhips which the par@ muft fuffer from 
this bill, fuggefi, that the power of j&ices of 
the peace to determine quefiions of property 
without‘appeal, is a method of j&ice not ufed 
In this kingdom : 

A fuggefiion fo falf’e, and fo fully to be 
difproved by every day’s ufage, grounded on 
the laws of the kingdom made under many 
kings, that, I will charitably hope, the author 
of the plea rather forgot than concealed the 
f;& which confute him. 

It is a method of juftice ufed in quefiions 
of property between the king and the fub- 
jeti, where the public revenue and the trade 
of the kingdom are concerned, and where the 
value of the property in queftion muit, beyond 
a11 comparative propor Con, exceed the value of 
the whole tythe of the kingdom. 

t 

Thus the ffatute I 2 Car. II. cap. 24. gives 
the general quarter feiiions of the county power 

10 
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to adjudge, to levy, mitigate, compound, or lefi 
fen the forfeitures and penalties of perfons of- 
fending againfi the laws of excife. 

And no ur&wavi fhall fuperfede .their 
proceedings, or any of their orckrs relaJihg TV 
ex;cife. 

By the r4 Cur. II. cup. I I. any j-u&e may 
commit pet-Cons hindering ol%cers of the cufiomsS 
in the execution of their offices ; and the juf- 
rices at the quarter fefions may in&& the pe- 
nalty of ~00 i. upon them. 

By I ~LZC, II. cnp. 19. the jufiices of the 
quarter fefions are yearly, at Eaj?er and ML 
fb&mas, to afceitain the market-price of corm 
0r grain imported. 

As by 5 & 6 @? & k? cap. 7. they are to 
Gtlle the price of fair and rock-Mr. 

And by the Mute 8 Anvw, rap.” 18. twa 
juftices may fettle the afize of bread, from 
whom there may be an appeal to the generag 
quartw 4;fions Qdy- 

Alfo by the itatute 12 Ahnti, Pad. 2. fiJ? rc 

sap. 18. three juflices have power to adjufc the 
charge of faking ittanded goods, 

626 hd 
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And .further,. j&ices of ‘the peace -ha,= . 
-8ower given them, 

By the 20 & 32 Car. 11. to ccmvi& per- 
fans who offend againit the a& prohibiting 
.the importation of great cattle, WC. whom the?y 
may imgrifonfor three months. - 

;By tbe I JPZW, cap. 21, they have power 
to conviCt gerfons knowingly receiving, or buy- 
ing goods clandeitinely run or imported, whom 
>they may (for want of difirefs) imprifon for 
.rhree months, 

By the 2 & 3 Annq cap. 14. they have 
power to convia perfons who do not pay the 
qmdty of 20 5. per bushel for fait brought 
from Scatland, whom they may imprifon fix 
months. 

;Power is likewife given by <the IO & 11 
X III. cup. 22. that the juflices of the peace 
at their general quarter ieirrons fhall .hear and 
determine matters relating to the *duties on 
&It, upon any appeal by the perfons grieved by 
*the judgment of two juftices-, and the deter- 
minatim ..of -.&ch general guarler feffions &all 
d3eind. 



And by the aEt I Gro, I. cap. IO. one ju- 
nice of -the peace may convie perfons of- 
fending in the fib-trade and levy the pe- 
nalty of twenty pounds by Mrefs, or, for 
want of it, commit the ofkders to twelve 
months imprifonment. 

And by the a&s 6 Gee. I. cap. 21, and 8 
Gee. I. cap. I 8. two j.@ices refiding near the 
place where feizures of brandy or veirels of 
the burthen of fifteen tuns fhall be made, 
by virtue of any aQs relating to the cufloms, + 
for carrying uncuftomed prohibited goods ‘from 
Sps inwards ; or for relanding certificate 
or debenture goods from lhips outwards 3 and 
where feizures of horfeo, or other cattle or 
carriages fhall be made, for being ufed in the 
iaemoving and conveyance of fuch goods : 

SHALL examine into, hear and determiae 
all fuch feizures, and their judgment &all be 
&final, and not lizble to any appeal (even in rhe 
+prt:r fefions) <nor to say writ of ce%mri. 

And that the jufiices of tkpeace may be ea- 
abied to hear and .determine quefiions of #co- 
.$erty, is e.nafied by 
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to appear and give evidence on any information 
before fuch juitices, for offences q@inft the laws 
of exc;i~e, fhdl &&eit ten pounds. 

It will no,w be incumbent on the clergy, 
w their a&octie t&s. pleadiq parfin, to kew 
why the clergy’s proper&y is tythe fhould not 
for the cafe of the fubjefis of Eyglrrnd, and for 
the attainment of fpeedy jufiice, be heard and 
determined by the fame methods, which the trea- 
fure of the crown, and the property of mer- 
chants and perfons intereited in all branches 
of trade, mufi fubmit to witlout appeal. 

There laws afSe8 not only the llbertp and: 
property of private dealers, not only the re- 
venue which fupports the civil government, 
but the interefi and eifates of that vail body - 
the national creditors, who have trufted their 
properties to the faith and honour of pnrlia- 
ments ; nor do there laws affefi the funds 
on which the current k-vices of the year, and 
the fafety of the king and kingdom muit at all 
times greatly depend. 

There Iaws as they were enaAed to deter- 
mine quefiions of property, in cafes of this tran- 
fcendent value and importance, have been always 
efkeemed, laws of rigorous advantage in favour 
of the property t;vbich they are to recover and 
maintain, 

They 



They are laws which by thole pev/ons why 
are fued in confequence of them, and accord- 
ing to the methods prefcribed in them, have 
ever been conceived lefs indulgent or eligible 
than any other laws upon which [u&s or pro- 
fecutions may be grounded. y 

And the extenfion of there la.ws to other 
branches of trade, as it was lately propoGzd, 
occafioned the greatefi uneafinefs amongfi thofe 
who are ZiabZe to befit-d in thefe methods, that: . 
ever was known in our times. 

Yet this fevere and rigorous method of Ju- 
Aice have the people called L&&us defired, of 
the legiflative power for the recovery of t~Ges 
again/t them, rather than continue liable to the 
multiplicity of Cuits, the protraQions of caufes, 

. and excefive colts of Cuit, which are not lefs 
grievous to themfelelycs, than odious to the laws,. 
and repugnant to natural juflice. 

They wifh not to be- fried in this method, 
becaufe it is indulgent ; they and all man- 
kind know it to be a method iufficiently fevere 
upon thofe who are /ired: but they pray it 
from a reafonable view, that they may not be 
ruined by Cuits in all fiapes carried on with- 
out end, 

They 
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They know it to be a /;re method of xcover- 
.ing tythe, and are only kJlic~t.tous for it, &cat& 
it is short and fpeedy. 

This may be the 0~7bfry parjk’s neal ob- 
je&ion to the method. For, he may de&e 
to perfewte the edakw as an obitinate Non- 
mnformij; the may gratify unchrifiian revenge 
againfi them ; and may for this equitable rea- 
ibn complaia, that any reftraint of fuch fuits 
denies him the metr5ods of juJ;ce u&d in this 
kingdom. 

%t appears, from the Ratutes already cited, 
30 be a method of j&ice ordained by law, in 
cafes of the moft general, important, and valu- 
*able concern. 

But while this revrrmd trrder oppofe it, as 
a method. of juftice not ufed in this king- 
dom, and therefore not fit to be ufed #in 
deterrniniag queitions which reiate to the+ 
property : ’ 

Can it be thought credible, that the clergy 
incited, purfued, and efiablifhed it themfelves, 
,as a method of jufiicein punifhing thequtiker$, 
and aI1 other protefiant diKenters, J$-.& wet- 
$+ip (If’ Gosi according to their confciencgs, 

iafli& 
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iofli&iag upon them fines, imprifonment, and 
banifhment from their country by the fame 
orbitrury decifion ; which as zealoufly as it 
was fought for in taking away the eitates of 
nouconformilts, is Co grievoufly complained of 
as taking away the birth-right of the clergy 
in the law, and depriving them of their main- 
tenance ? 

If we look back into the a& made in the 
fourteenth year of Charles ihe Second, entitled, 
An aA to prevent mi)hiefs and dangers at-z&g 
by the people called Qakers 4 

There it will appear, that jufiices of the 
peace, at the quarter fefions, had power to con- 
vi& by notorious ewidencr of thfal7, and to sfifine, 
punish, and tranfport ,@aLers., en conviCtion of 
Ltheir holding that perfuafion.. 

Strange ! that the clergy fhould think the 
arbitrary decifion of a .qaarter kfims Cmpe- 
tent to take away the fortunes of this peopb, 
and to banifh them from their country ; yet in- 
competent to determine fuuits brought againfr 
them for tytl3e-s ? 

With regard to proteifant diK’ters of all ded 
aominations, the fame method of proCecution was 
&abliked by the influence .of the clergy. 

The 



cde it refirained j ,d$%&g , teachers, from 
cckng within j%e u&s of any corporation, 
17 Car. II. cup. 2. 

Ena&ed, that two ju,@m might commit 
offenders of their own convi&iag to no lefs than 
J;x months imprifonment. 

f. The f?atute 16 Car. II. cap. 4. 

TWO jlufiiaes wexe authorized for *the firit 
Q-%&X to fine the party five pounds, or to 

.’ jnqx$oa k&opt bail for three months, and 
their certificate IXIW to SK a -ramd of con- 
ViAion. 

. 2. For the &mad &ewe they were to 
, infli& a fine af ten pounds, or fix months im- 

gribnment : 

3. And, for the third offence they might 
tranfport the offender for feven years, unlefs 
he paid one hundred pounds before the end of 
xhe feffions. 

II. 
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?I; The ftatute 22 Car. II, COP. I. 

The conviAions were to be by.two j&ices 
of the peace, and the fines to be levied by 
their warrants of difirek, though in fomr: 
cafes to the.value of twenty pounds. 

2. The appeal of the party aggrieved was 
to be to the quarier .&Gons, and RO court &was 
to intermeddle with any caufes of app.eal upon 
this a&, but they were to be finally deter- 
mined by lhe garter .E~%vIs *on@ 

3. And a juflice of the peace in one coun- 
ty, was to certify to the j&ices in any other 
of the flight of the offender. 

There laws which were obtained before 
the happy revoZution, and which were difpenfed 
with afterwards by the fileration-a&Z, in favour 
of the protefiant dilfenters in general, and by 
the A$irmation-aR in favour of the @akers in 
par tidular, 

SHEW the a’ectj%n of ju/Jices to be a me- 
thod in great repute and eitimation with the 
clergy before the revolution. 

And though they now fuggefk it to be a 
method of j&ice lrot u/id in the kingdom; yet 

the 
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the clergy themfelves, after the revolution, ic- 
ferted the claufes in the A$Yrmntion-aA, which 
gave juRices of peace thefir- cognjxnnre of qua- 
.JerJ tythes. 

They inferted them in, a law which had 
no relation to tyt&, and they would not agree 
that the @akers aSmation fhould be taken in- 
fiead of an oath, unlefs juitices of peaceSmight 
be trufied with this arlikary decifion of their 
.tythes. P 

A decifion which they think reafonable to 
corhlude thk Quaker,. but not the parfQn, in 
pflions relating to tythe. 

Thus the power of j@ices of peace is a 
good and wholefome provifioa, when given 
for the benefit of the clergy : but an un$afI and 
arbitvary method when ulk& fox the &of the 
Qaker, 

Thus it is right to (hut the Qaker out of 
all the king’s courts, when the parfon holds 
it expedient to recover tythe in the coun- 
sry ; but it is denying the parfon t& ju- 
Jice of the great charter, if contrary ta his 
option he is referred to a decifiou, in the 
couatl-y, 



“%‘hus the @aker fhali have no optiort 
of courts of juitice to defend the property 
which the law hath given him in nine-tenths of 
his fubfiance. 

Bo t the parfon kall claim%berty to pro- 
fecute in town and country, in W$%tinJer- 
hall, the eccleJaJical court, and the quarter 
Ireg;dti~, without refiraint, for the fingle t-ythe 
in which he hath an intereif, or he wilt 
complain that the jufiice of magna cbarta is 
denied him i 

And, the Qgaker kall have fuffered pro- 
fecution at the Qarter feffbns for forty years 
together ; 

Yet the country parfon 0x41 tell us, that this 
decifion by .juJices of the peace, takes away 
the clergy’s birth-right in the law, and is a 
method of jufiice not ufed in this kingdom. 

Tike country pa&n, 1 fay, fuggdl s it; 

For, I can hardly believe, that any man 
above that low charah’er, would be fo fcanda- 
loufly weak, as to fuggeit a fan, which the 
poorefi rountry plowman, from daily experience, 
mull know to be falfe. 

7 And 



And were it pofible, that one of grea&?r 
Emine~c~codd~ fo far be wanting in his duty+ 
to truth, to his GOD, and his reputation, it 
would hew him to be confirmed in that un- 
blujing proj’itution, which takes delight in the 
want of honeit frame, thmgh enemies rejoic% 
and friends are confounded- at his infamy. 

A per& 06 this habit only, could be ca- 
pable of adding to the nu-mber of unjufi 
complaints, the clamoar againf% the determi- 
nation of juitices in their quarter fefions, as 
an arbitrary dect$h ! 

As if it wile matte arbitrary than a de- 
&ion of a court of epuily, where a clergyman 

. mufi fue for his tythes if he is diffatisfied with 
cornmar law. 

Or, as if it were WYe arbitrary than the 
decifion of n csurt of dc(rlegates, where he mufi 
have his lafi refort, if he rues by ercllejo]Ji- 
cd procefs. 

It might be thought, from this complaint 
of an at-bitrayy de;$n, that the clergy mere 
remarkably fond of trials by juries, where 
the verdiA is in the judgment of twelve men 
fpecially impanelled at every afize : and that 

they 



they oppofe 
and dislike a 
jufiices. 

a decflIon by one 
dernict( refort to, a 

Yet itrange as it may feem, it is cer- 
tainly true, that cd-1 153 f&its fw rgths ag&& ’ 
the Qu_aksrs,+ I 094& t.b naber fought ei&e.r 
for the arbir~ury dcci&n of comts of: eqtityr- 
where the la& refopt is te the hotiCe,of lords+ 
or for the zor8 av-bit~ury deeSon of ec&fia- 
itical courts, where the lait refort $is. to. a court 
of delegates. 

And; t.he cotintry. $MGXS; is nut conrelid’- 
ing that judgments kould be Z$ arbhwy, 

than the bill allows : but that fuits fhbuld be 
mol-e unlimited; he approves this method of 
juitice,’ but would’ IIOT be codfihed to it; he 
would tie the L$WI~W down, but thlaks it 
mofi unequal and unjufi that the p~r-ti kould 

- be compelled to abide by it himfelf. 

- 6 The aas of king WiZz’am (fiys he) took 
c no remedy from me ; they provided an eaf’ 
‘ remedy for the recovery of @akers tythes 
4 aud {mall tythes ; they did not ihut up the 
6 king’s courts againit me, but left me at 
6 liberty to take the new method, or if it 
6 was neceirary, to re;fort to the old ones. 

c For 
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6 For this I had reafon to be thankful, and 
6 have always chofen the new method for my 
6 own fake and my neighbour’s fake, 

After fuck an acknowledgment that the 
remedy is eafy, that the parfon had reafon 
to be thankful for it, and always had cho- 
fen it ; would any man believe that fiace 
thofe a& have taken place, the clergy have 
carried on in the mofi oppr+?ive methods no 
lefs than I I 53 profecutions ! 

The reafon of which rigorous fuits feems to 
be, that the mOce gentle do not anfwer the par- 
f&h intention in /;ing. 

This intention is befi to be underfiood 
from the words of the country par-n’s plea, 
which aarts, that the law was defigned to 
puniJh the @aker with-holding tythe from the 
parfon. 

So that the recovery of tythe is not fuf- 
ficient to the parfon, unlefs he can pz~tiz$$ by 
the method in which he recvve~s. 

The pa&on, as a principle of his’ religion, 
holds tythe to be of divine right. 

The 
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The &aRer, as a principle of his religion, 
holds tythe to be aboliked by the inititution of 
the chr@‘an church, 

The law gives the parfon tpthe as a 
temparal interefi ; and the parfon goes to law 
not only to recover tythe, but to avenge the 
divine right of his order upon the poor .$&ah-, 
who calls k antichrijian. ’ 

He knows the Quaker cannot yield that 
tythe, which all of his feQ hold to be againfi 
confcience. 

He can by law recover it in any court ; 
and if the proceedings of fome courts are more 
expenfive than others, he will fue in thofe 
courts, that he may pun@ the Qalrer in the 
method of recovtring tythe. 

This may agree with the boundlefs am- 
bition, and caufeIefs cruelty, of fepfi kcciefia- 

, ,fiicks, but it would be reproachful to the juitice 
of a legiflative power, that should allow one 
part of the CubjeAs to take advantage of the 
unhappinefs, the infirmity, or religious preju- 
dice of another part, for the ends of vexation 
and opprenion. 

v 0 L, II. H Yet 
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Yet this is the cafe, ahiM $e parfon 
may worry wakers for tythe in every cotxt at 
his will. 

If the pa&on Cues in the exchequer, or pro- 
fecutes in the ecclefiaiticnl courts, he can 
opprefs the k@uker with heavier co& ; and 
perhaps, by litigioufnefs, may for the benefit of 
his church, add the tenth part of a farthing to 
the rate of his tythe. 

Will the parfon then be fo charitable as 
to fue before the j&ices, who can only levy his 
tythe, but not oppreis the Quaker with coils ? 

frauding me of my tythes. 

‘Therefore, 

To make eccIeGafIica1 power terrible a- 
nlongft nocconformifts, to fubdue their oppo- 
Gtion to the pride, the infolecce, and ufur- 
pation of unconfcionable churchmen, to make 
fevcre cltatnpIes of thofe who oppofe &z&e 
right, a,nd to indulge a litigious id$iably- 
covetous temper; 



The parlon will Cue for tythe, not where 
he CWY eafily recover it, but where he CLHZ with 
greater advantage at once mower and opprt$. 

This is called a foul charge on the clergy, 
and their advocates want a fpecification of 
fuits, that they may be able to vindicate their 
conduO. 

The fuits fhall be Ei)ecified in the proper 
courfe of enquiry - In this place it is 
enough to obferve, that as foul as the charge 
can be, It is a prafiice which every clergy- 
man hath at his option ; and whether it be fit- 
ting that the clergy fhould be trufied with 
power to opprefs, is a queflion of fo eary a diC- 
cullion, that they have not a friend in the 
world, who, as to his own particular, would 
chufe to litfe at their met-cy. 

It is taking away his power to opprek, 
which occafions fo great an alarm. 

The couniry par@, zenlous for his power, 
pretends that the want of it will expofe him to 
injury. 

‘ The Qaker, fiy~ he, kuowing that P 
have no refort to the law, but mufi be CUD- 
eluded by the jtiff ices in the country, will not 

Hz ‘ only 
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( only keep all my tythe from me, but will ufe 
6 all his art and application to reduce *the value 
4 by the judgment in the country. 

‘ The juitices in the country will be under 
6 a temptation, to ufe this power to cultivate 
( an eleCtion-intereft. 

( Many @akers are freeholders ; and as 
( they are great traders, have influence over 
6 many others, and will a& as one man in 
6 oppofition to the parfon. 

6 I have but one VJ~P for the county, and no 
( inlet.eJI.’ 

This objeCtion is grounded altogether on a 
fuppofition, 

That the Qakers, one of the IeKer bodies 
of difTen ters, are fironger in property and inte- 
rcfi, than all the clergy of the rllurch of Engfaud, 
the two univerfities included ; 

Confequentlg, that the C@akers weight in 
trade will bear down the clergy’s‘ weight in 

* laud; and, * 

That country gentlemen will court an 
JeEtion-interefi rather among the Qakers than 

&he 
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the clergy; whereas in fa&, two thirds of the 
counties of England are governed in their county 
eleaions by church interelI : 

And, in fuch counties will the @nIter or 
the parfon be moft likely to prtvail, by the par- 
tiality of country gentlemen .Z 

This parfon lays be hath b&t c?ze vstr+, 
which is hard upon him; becaufe, to my know- 
ledge, he hath m.re tbnn o E berlejce. 

He fays he hnii’l no jnterc/?, which I am 
equally ferry for ; becmufe, if it is true, it is 
owing to his ce y bad chsi otJ(;lr. 

But can this allegation be general ? Can 
a beneficed clergyman have no intereit, where 
he hath fuch a property as iythe, and where 
every farmer mufi fubmit to his will, to avoid 
oppreffive profecutions ? 

This power of maintaining a multitude 
of fuits is the molt formidnh!e power of the 
crown. And, if an oj’iter $exc$e can in forne 
degree influence votes in elefiions by his 
power to opprefs (which many fiatutes pro- 
vided to reitrain fuch influences have declnr- 
ed) can a clergyman,’ having power to profc- 
cute, be without the fame influence over the 

H3 votes 
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votes of the people ? And, is there not the 
fame reafon to refirfiin it ? 

Every clergyman by his interefl with the 
more devout and yielding feex, by his inter- 
courfes with the iick, by his knowledge of alf 
the family-affairs in his pariffl, and by recon- 
ciling even the quarrels which he foments, may 
procure to himfclf the highefi influence over the 
votes of his people. . 

TAThen the weight of his property in their 
Llnds is added to his interpofition in their pri- 
v:!te r,Ziirs ; when fear co-operates with kind- 
I,C!s 7 and he can awe thofe into fubmiffron 
\: kaom lx cannot pcrfuade to love him : 

What pariil:ioner, having a vote in elec- 
tions, can refufe it to the requefi of his pas-km ? 

I was ever of opinion, that a clergyman mufi 
have the worfi judgment of any man in his 
neighbourhood, if he hath not the beftinterefi. 

And, the pretence, that trials of tythc by 
juflices of peace will become fubfervient to 
an cle&tion-interefi, might mtorally make a 
Qaker fear to abide this trial, where the biafs 
of the court muit: by fo great a probability be 
be in favour of the clergy. 

But 



But this is the difference between the pnlfon 
and the Qaker ; 

The juftices, if ever To much biafl?d, cna 
only by a fpeedy de&on levy the tythe ; and, 
this will not aggrieve the Qaker : 

Whereas the pnrfon covets a protra;?cd f;lit 
in an expenfive court, which may not only re- 
cover his tythe, but gl stir’); his revenge. 

With this view he magnifies the Qakers 
dealings in trade, and il!tere!ts in elefliofis ; 

As if there could trnnfcend ‘that in:ertfi 
in land, and power in el&ions which the 
tythe of the clergy, the endowments of chap- 
ters, colleges, and unive! fiiies, and the cpiT10- 
pal revenues of the kingdoin, have eRabiiihed 
in f‘lvour of the church : 

A power, that every m3n fees to be daily 
increnfing from the capacities of that corpora- 
tion, which is en:ibled to purchafe all the 
lands of Er~gl~~ld in mytmain. 

A power th.~t will, in the courfe of time, 
if it be unchecked in its progreis, extend its 
{~vny over all the property of the kingdom, 

H4 thwgh 
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though contrary to the genius, and tending to 
the deitru&ion of this free government ! 

With the view of Cupporting this exorbi- 
tant power, the counirypa~fin takes the infamous 
liberty of taxing the juftice of all mankind. 

It is his grievance, that, 

I. ‘ By this bill he mult be tied down, for 
4 the value of his tythes, by the judgment of 
‘ two j&ices, out of whore lands the tythe 
6 al i!is, and whole tenmts pay it. 

2. I The two juitices who gave the fen. 
( tence uill be on the bench at the quarter feffl- 
‘ ems, or if they are not, it may happen that 
‘ their brother juitices may think it more expe- 
6 dient that a parfon fbould lore forty or fifty 
( fhillings (a great part of the demand) than *’ 
4 that two worthy gentlemen jufiices of the 
4 peace fhould be fufpeAed of partiality. ’ 

3. a The eitablilhed miniltry will be left 
6 without a maintenance, by the iniquity and 
‘ partiality of witnelfes, who are generally far- 
L mers and countrymen, and undervalue the 
‘ tythes, though by evidence upon their 
6 oaths.’ 

This- 
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This is the decent and charitable manner 
in which the tount~~ par-on expreffes himfelf of 
the whole people of England, from the country 
gentleman down to the country farmer : 

As if the, gentlemen in the ronlm@ba of 
the peace for the feveral counfiies of England, had 
not as a fair a reputation for juftice, arid as few 
temptations‘ to be partial, as the judges of an 
ecclefiaflical court, who, though the creatures 
of the ckrgy, fit there to decide the properties 
of laymen : or, 

As ‘lf it were a foul charge on any man who 
wears a caffock, to fuppofe, that he will be 
opprefive in his fuirs, or enormous in his exac- 
tions, though manifcflly for the enriching of his 
family, and impovtsriflling his adverfary ; 

Yet a modefi and fair accu[ation, that none 
of the gentlemen of Exglnl;d are fufficiently 
impartial, to render jufiice between clergymen 
and Qakers. 

The firit allegation, 

‘ That the parfon will be tied down for the 
r value of his tythes to the judgment of two 

@5 ( gentlc- 
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c gentlemen, out of whore lands the tythe 
4 arifes, or whofe tenantspay it, 

Is abfofute?y f&e : 

Becaufe, I. The bill excepts fuch jufiices 
as are any ways intereJed in the tyther ; 

2. The parfon who may complain to my 
Swoirgices, never will complain to any me, our 
of whofe lrmd the tythe arifes, or whofe tenant 
pays it ; but 

He will have the whole commiffion of the 
pence to pick two juflices out of, and will cer- 
tainly apply where he hath molt crpe&atmn of 
partiality to his order. 

The next allegatian, 

6 That when two juftices of the peace 
6 have given fentence, the getitlemcn oftbe comty, 
x may think it more expedient that the parfon 
6 should lofe forty or fifty fhillings (a great 
6 part of his demand) than that two of their 
4 brethren Should be fufpc&ed of partiality;’ 

Is abfurd, malicious, fa!fe, and fcandalous. 

It 
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It not only r&e&s ou the hbnour of the 
gentlemen of Errgland; but fuppores, that twb 
jufiices cannot err in their judgment without 
fufpicion of partiality : and, 

It fuppofes, that all the gentlemen of a 
country will be partial and unjufi;rather than 
that two of their brethren fhould be accounted- 
erroneous in any particular judgment. 

Did the country po$n learn to think thus of 
judicial proceedings from thofe in eccle/%a/lical 
court; ? Is the chancellor of the diocefe, partial 
in favouf of the clergy, lefi the church fuff~r 
fcandal from the fuppofition that a clergyman, 
who 1oCes his caufe is unjufi in his fuit ? Or, 

Is the dean of the arches accuftomed to 
think it more expedient, that the appellant in 
his court lilould lofe his fuit, rather than that a 
&other do57ur (the chancelior againit Whofe 
judgment the appeal is brought) should be fuf- 
petted of partiality in I;is decifion ? 

What have the landed gentlemen of this 
kingdom done to offend this porS,~z, that they, 
who of all others are mofi interelted in the 
public happinefs, fhoutd be treated as leafi 
of all qualified to adminifier public jrrfllce .Z 

H 6 4 Or, 
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Or, that they (h6uld be peated as a band 
of raparees, combined to fupport each other in 6 
a&s of injuitice; . 

And, lefs to be fufpec’ted of deciding fuits 
impartially, than that wooden implement of 
church power, who judges by cominifflon from 
the clergy, who owes them partiality in 
requilal for his promotion, and is, tempted ;o 
encourage a multitude of Cuirs to encreafe his 
own fees of office Z 

I hope the gentlemen of the county where4 

. in this carlllid parfon refides, will make him 
the moft public acknowledgments of thefe in- 
difcriminate reLle&ions, which fo remarkably 
diftinguifh his humanity as a gentleman, his po- 
litenefs as a fcholar, his meeknefs as a clergy- 
mao, and his charity as a chriltian. 

But T hope at the fame time, that he will 
never be admitted to fit amongit them; beA 
cnufe a man, who can think of them as fuch a 
partial& of m~jheants, may probably be an 
example to juttify his own refIe&ions. 

And as to the charge on the farmers and 
countrymen, who are reprefented in every part 
of the plea, as robbing the cIergy of their main- 

tenance 
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tenance by their iniquity and PP+U~, in under- 
valuing the tythes, it will be a fufficient anfwer 
in general, that if there was lefs avarice and 
injuitice in the clergy, they would be lefs for- 
ward in accufing the country of iniquity and 
perjury. 

It is faOt, that the farmers #in general never 
gave the pm-j& fo high a rate for his tythe, 
but he looked on it as below his due, and were 
they to give him nine-tenths of their fubitance, 

‘it would not fatisfy the ravenous fpirit of fome 
clergymen, fo long as the farmers retain onepart 
in ten to themfelves. . 

Is this feverely fpoken of the clergy ? Let 
any man judge, whether it can be more fevere 
than warran table, when provoked by a clergyman, 
who is capable of defaming all the gentlemen of 
England as partial and unjufi judges, and the 
whole yeumanry of England as knaves in their 
dealings, and perjuredvi&ains in courts ofjuftice. 

Perfuading myf’elf, that fo much as hath been 
&id on this fubje& will vindicate the honour of 
Engl$3 gentlemen, and their competency for 
the juriidi&ion which is given them by this 
bill ; 

I proceed to examine the reft of the pre- 
tences, that it mufi injure the pat-Con’s property : 

of 
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Of which none can be more enflaming, than 
the complaint in the 16th page, 

6 No Qpker, Jbrs the pm--n, will, after 
fuch a law fhall be made, fet out his tythes, 
but will retain them to his own ufe ; and 
I fhall be debarred of having them in kid, 

how neceffary f&ever they lx. to my own, and 
my family’6 Cu’ubfifience. 

c By law the pa&n cannot fet out his OWQ _ 
tyzhe, and carry it away, but thse occupier 
of the land mufi fct it out; and if the par- 
fan intermeddle with the corn before the CX- 
cupier hath feet out the tythe, he is liable to 
an afition, 

‘ Tile eaker’s confcience will not per- 
mit him to fet out the tythe : Co that with 
the law on ohe fide, and the @aker’s COR- 

fcience on the other, no tythe can ever be fct 
out in this cak.’ \ 

Would any man imagine, after this grie- 
vous complaint of the law on one fide, and the 
Qaker’s confcience on the other, that the bill * 
aftually gives the parfon a better remedy than 
ever tb receive his tythes in kind ? And, that 
ii they are really nec&ary to his own, or his 

family’s 
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family’s fubfiftence, he may have them in kind 
of the Qakers by the aid of this bill ? 

He fays the eaker’s confcience will not per- 
mit him to fet out the tythe ; 

But then, the bill fayr, the juflices Warrant 
fix41 immediately levy thefe tythes. 

So that the diftrefs may be made upon the 
tythable matter, and the parfoh may have it in 
kind, with better meafure than if the Qaker 
had fet out his tythes ; 

And the Qaker ihall pay the cofts. 

This is eafy juilice. 

But the parfon hath alledged, c That by 
( the laws in being, he may recover M4e 
* damages of every C&raker not fetting out his 
( tythe.’ 

\ 

This is the parion’s real obje%on againfi the 
the bill ; and a moft confcieniious obje&ion it 
will appear to be ; for 

The parfon, knowing the Qaker to be 
reltrained by fcrup!e of ronfcieme from fetting 
out his tythe, looks upon the penalty of irrb.‘e 

* damages 



E 

160 5% Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 
damages to be a Cure inter&, which he hath at 
prefent in every Qaker’s property ; and where- 
as he hach but one iytht of any other man, he 
takes three of every Baker, or Jxfiillings in 

thepaund from the produce of the land, befide 
deitroying great part of the remainder, by load- 
ing him with COOS of fuits. 

Can you think then, that the p+n will 
confent to a law which may pin him down to 
his t@e only, and not allow him to recover ~eble 
tyihcr of every Qaker in his parifh ? 

Can you think that, whilft the Qaker’s 
default of Setting out tythe is fo profitable to 
the pat-ion, he will ever confent that a jufliue 
of the peace fhould/ei ihem outfir ille .S@aRrr, 
and fave the poor man from the penalty of a 
default 2 

This is reufin with a parfon againit the - 
provifion of this bill, but can never be a 
reafon with any other man. It may be an in- 
terefi of precious concern to the clergy, but 
it would be a reproach to public juff ice, 
were they fuffered to demand t!rel times the 
value of their tythes in the king’s courts, 
on pretencc of their mt being Jet ulct, when 
any two ju/jiLes of the peace in the neigh-, 
bourhood may gr,lot their wnrrants to takk 

them 
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them in the field, in the barn, or wherever they 
may be found. 

If this does not fatisfy the pa&on, there is 
an expedien,t, which, as I have heard and be- 
lieve the Qakers will not oppofe, and which 
mult filence the parfon’s obje&ions. 

The two juffices of the peace, who have 
power by their warrant to levy the value of the 
tythes, when they are withheld, may by their . 
warrant authorize a fit perfon to Pet them out, 
when they ought to be paid in kind. 

The law, in this cafe, will not impofe it on 
the @aker to fet out tythes contrary to his 
confcience, nor will the Quaker be fubjek to 
pay three tythes for not having fet out one: 
but an officer will be appointed to fet out the 
tythe, which the C&aker, from his fcruple of 
confcience, is difabled to fet out hiqnfelf. And 
the parfon will not then have the plea of necef- O 
Gty, to juItify his going to law for his tythes, 
nor the Rapdalous temptation of fuing the @~a- 
ker for three times the value of them. 

The parfon may anfwer, that this will be 
’ a proviiion for the recovery of great tythes, 

as roan, hay, 6”~. But how Ihall he take his 
fmdll tythes ? ‘ Muft I, fiys be, in the 27th 

page* 
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4 page, watch when a cow falls into labour, or 
‘ mufi I keep a regifier of all the calves and 
4 pigs that are born in my parifh ?’ 

This leads us to the objeAions which he 
makes, in the next page, againti this bill ; _ 

‘ As the law now fiands, the parfon can 
bring a bill of difcovery in courts of equity ; 
in which cafe the farmer is ob!iged to fet 
out his tytheablematter and the value, and is 
liable to profecution for perjury, if he is guilty 
of it. I3ut is every juflice in the kingdom to 
beereCted into a chancellor ? If not, by what 
proceeding ihaIl the pa&on make a difcovery 
in there cafes ?’ 

It is to be obferveci, that the parfon firfi 
puts a cafe of a bill cf 8tpcvety to be brought 
in the exchequer, after this law fha!I take place : 
yet in the next paragraph complains, that no 
fuch bill can be brought there. He firIt com- 
plains of the hardhips which he fhall buffer in 
bringing fuch a bill, and next fets it forth as his 
hard/hip that he cannot bring fuch a bill, This 
is extraordinary ! 

I know not, that the law propofed will 
take away the jurifdifiion of courts of equity 
to retain bili5 of di~~v3yj I am not certain, 

that 
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that the proceeding by ti:l in equity is the molt 
reafonable method to be ufed for fuch difcovery. 
-But in anfwer to that arch queition- 
IS ewry juJl;ce to be evefled inlo Q chancellor ? I 
mufi fay, it feems as reafonable that there fbould 
be a chancellor in every court Qf quarter fef- 
fions, as in every court of the ckergy : and, I 
think, if the law mufi compel a Quaker to dif- 
cover the value of his tythes, that in this cafe, 

- the cheapefi method of difcovery will be the 
bsft method ; and that the j&ices at the quar- 
ter fefions, may examine him with as good 
effe& (tnough not with Co tiach cofl) as the . 
pat-ion can interrogate him with, in the court 
of exchequer. 

There is a flight obje&ion in the fame page 
worked up into a loud complaint, ‘ that the 
‘ jufiices cannot compel witnelfes to attend 
‘ them.’ But to remedy this, the fame cIaufe 
may be provided in this bill, as in relation to 
the excife, by the a& 7 & 8 K III. which in- 
Ai& the penalty of ten pounds on any one who 
fhall not appear as a witnefs, on fummons from 
a jufiice of the pezce. And, 

The Qaker mufi be equally folliciteus for 
fuch a claufe, as he mufi be equally af%Cted by 
the want of means to compel the appearance of 
witneCTes, 

SO 
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So that, in the manner of working up this 
objeCtion, the counfry par-on itrains it beyong 
what truth can juflify, and endeavours to make 
the clergy think, from this prefent want of poiver 
in j&ices, that this bill denies it, becaufe it 
does not mention it; and that in the manner of 
drawing the bill, it feemeth intendgd to leave 
the property of tythe precarious. 

Whereas a bill of this comprehenfive nature 
c3n hardly be prepared, fo full or fo correA 
in the fix-0 drawing, as to want no additional 
claufe or amendment ; and the ordinary forms 
of parliament give ample opportunities for in- 
gerting them before it becomes a law,. 

It is next objefied, that 

6 In the original caufe before the juRices, 
‘ the parfon is fuppofed to have juft caufe of 
‘ complaint, and to recover in fame shape or 
‘ other, and to be entitled toaofis. 

And that 

‘ It is probable he may ordinarily be the 
C appellant to the quarter fefions, and co& 
c may be againfi him. 

C How 
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‘ How is it then, fuys de parfin, that the 
6 bill limits the cofts in the firfi infiance, 
6 when the pa&on is to receive them, and 
6 leaves them arbi~at’y in the 
‘ the parfon is ro pay them .$’ 

fecond, when 

There is nothing more in this objeftion, than 
that two juftices are limited to give coffs, and 
the whole bench, at their quarter fefions left 
to give colts according to difcretion, And, 

1. In the firfi infiance of complaint, it may 
be reafonable to fpecify the colts, which fhall 
not be exceeded ; to the end that the two ju- 
itices, though ever fo partial to the complaint, 
may not opprefs the defendant with cofts. But, 

2. Jn the appeal, if the parfon or @aker 
appear to be litigious, it may be reafonable, 
that all the j&ices of the county should have 
power to give exemplary coos, though it might 
be lefs &fe to leave it in the difcretion of any 
two of them. 

And now we come to the grievous objsAion 
againit the bill ; (page 29) that 

a If the parfon bring an indiament or in- 
< formation, againit the Qyaker or his wit- 

‘ nefks 



166 55% Pillars of PRIESTCRAFT 
‘ nefis for P E R J U R Y, and fhall fail to 
c make a legal proof (as is fnggefked he eafily 
c may do) in that cafe, ibe dill/ays, the defen- 
* dant hall recover tr*etZe co/s, 

Extremely hard ! that a ful/;: accufation 
of perjury fhould be liable to T R E B L E 
COSTS! 

If the pat-ion cannot prove pevjtlry, why 
fhould he charge it ? If the nature of the proof 
is difficult, does not j&ice impofe this diffi- 
culty ? Ought any man to be conviAed of 
fuch a crime from flight appearances ? From a 
covetous parion’s fufpicion ; or from a difap- 
pointed parfon’s refentment ? And if the parfon . 
wants the evidence which the law requires, 
fiould the lam allow him, unpunifhed to pub- ’ 
liih fo much infamy ? 

This is the manner of moving compaiIion for 
the clergy ; 

I. He reprefents the two juffices, before 
whom he complains, as unjufi judges. 

2. He reprefents the whole bench of ju- 
itices, before whom he brings his appeal, 
as partial to the injuflice of their two 
brethren. 

‘If 



If he brings a bill of difcovery in the ex- 
chequer, 

3. He reprefetlts the waker, a$ perjuring 
himfelf to defraud the parfon of his tythes. 

Or, if an iffue be dire&d by the exche- 
quer for the value of tythe to be tried by the 
country, 

4. He reprefents the verdiA of the jury to 
be very partial ; and, 

5. The witneliks in evei=y cafe and every 
court to be perjured and corrupt. 

Such a combination is fuppofed to be in eve- 
ry country againit the claim of tythe ! 

If the p&on (holding all thefe articles of 
faith as necefiry to fahation) cannot prove this 
INJUSTICE, PARTIALITY, PER- 
JURY,andCORRUPTION; 

What then ? 

Why then, he muit pay irclle CO$S ! 

Did ever the chr$‘ian church fuffer fuch 
&rfecu tion ? 

8 Yet, 
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Yet, a layman would be f’et in the pillory, 
for a tithe of that defamation which this par- 
fin hath published againfi the juitice of his 
cowl try. 

I confcfs, if I might judge of a man’s con- 
fcience, who t$ould publish fo much flander 
againit all ranks and degrees of men, I fhould 
take it to be of the blacken complexion. An 
honeit man will repofe a reafonable confidence 
in the honefiy of other men, but he who would 
have no man thought to be jufi, feems to wiih, 
that no man fllould be in a condition to do him 
jufiice. 

However, fince the oppofition to this bill 
hath had- its chief iupport from the clamour 
again0 the power of the j&ices, fince the gen- 
tlemen of Eng!and have beeri charged with fuch 
corruption, partiality and injufiice, it bath been 
propofed that the judge of @ze fhould be ap- 
pointed, initead of the court of puarlrr fifion~, 
to hear and determine appeals; and, the @a- 
kers have not objeCted to this propofition, be- 
caufe they,defire no other than fpeedy juflice, 
and will be glad of receiving it any where. 

Nor can the parCon objeA to this final 
dccifion by the judge of affize, who can have 

no 



do interefi to’ cultivate in the country, who 
cannot have any undue regard to the j&ices, 
from whom the party appeals, and who will 
ncit be the fame peribn ataay two a&es in the 
fame circuit. 

There are, neveit helefs, ibme * obje&ions 
againfi this alteration of the bill. 

I. It is not yet known, that the judges are 
w&g to be charged with this additional 
load on the buGneCs of -the afire. And, it 
may not be rear&able to impofe it upon them, 
if it can be other ways difpofed of, ‘becaufe ihe 
late a&s of parliament, efpecially thofe relating 
to the difcharge of debtors, have already occa- 
iioned more bufinefs to come before them, t’han 
the ufual time of afizes will allow them con- 
veniently to determine. 

And, 2. The next objeAion is of itill 
greater weigh 1. Such an alteration WOLIICI - 

countenance the fcandalous objeEtions again8 
the honour of the gentlemen of EnlI~~nd. 

And therefore, I declare myfelf freely on 
the matter, I Ihall give my nqative to it. 

Every gentleman by this time bath furmed 
Ibis judgment whether the juitices of pence de- 

vo L, II. I ferve 



ferve this tmk; ot wktbtt tl~ p&w wkh 
w&h this birl irlvc& dlern; wliibt.*&at to 
tkk ends fk wMch is is propokd. Ad t&r* 
fore I ihall not exam’k my fia&er the cau~+-~ 
pav)n’s obje&ions, either to their qualiff cations 
for the cognizance of tythes, or to the fuf-” 
ficiencg of their jurifdi&ion for the recovery of 
tythes. Bp t, 

The gencral eflfl,, which their decifions 
will have, upon the inferefi of the ckrqy !n 
lythe, a~ it is foretold by the country par@, 
deferves very particular notice. 

‘ The quarter fefiions price, fiys he, will 
4 be a itanding rule for the value of tythes 
‘ in every county. And 

6 The bill will probably, i’n ppochrs of 
6 time, introduce a general mm &rimandi 

4 for the whole kingdom.’ 

To this I anfwer, that, / 

I can&t fee the probability of any fuch 
confeciuences to flow from this bill: or, that 
when the j&ices have determined the value of 
tythe in one farm, it will be a rule for the 
due of tythe in any other. 

For, 



Or, will it condude the parfon, with re- 
fpea to any particular eitate, that the juUice 
dettermined the value at fuch a rare in say par- 
ticular year? WiEl be PMX ffiew that the land 
hatk been improved, the produce incteakd, and 
tha-t the value of his tythe is greater than when 
it was lafi determined ? 

This infinite variety of cafes, this frequent 
difircnce between one farmer’s land and ana- 
ther’s, nay, ‘between the fame laud in different 
years, will make it impofible that the qzurtw 
JURORS price, as declared on any occafion, can 
become the fianding rule for the value of tythe 
in that county, or even in that parilh where ir 
arifeth. 

12 nut 
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But if a genera1 nroahu decimmdi for Qhe 
-whole kingdom were to enfue ; if a known dh 
~emzinate value could be eltab&hed for the tythi: 
of every county, though I fee no hope of at- 
taining it, I think fincerely, that it wouId be 

-a general good, as well to the clergy as the 
1% : For, . 

The clergy would be endowed with a be+ 
ter maintenance, drough they were allowed qt. 
lefs ra$e, and the laity woafd be charged 
with a .lighter burthen, though they paid aa 
higher rate. 

The certaiety of the* modus would fave the 
expence of thefe unhappy controverfies which 
impoverifi the garfon, who even raifes the vab 
lue of his tythe, and which beggar the farmer, 
though he brings it below the value. 

The Me to the modus would be fimple, 
clear, and anperplexe’d ; the recovery of it eafy 
and short. There would be no occafion of 
racking the kayman’s confcience to difcover err 
his oath again0 the biafs of his interefi. And 
there could nC)t pMibly be an opportunity of 
cheating the patfon of his maintenance, as-is 
now faid to be praLWed, by Perjtiry, Par& 
Zity, and INjt(j?i(c. 

The 
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The advantages of this certain appointment 
f& the maintenance of the clergy, are ma- 
nifefi in thofe parif’hes where it is levied, by a* 
PO U N D R’ A T E upon- the inhabitants; 
nor will I deny the reverend order-this juitice, 
that, tenacious as they are of the divine right 
oft~shes, they have never icrupled to prefer a 
parliamentary right ia a pound rate, where ” 
promifed them a better revenue. 

In general, it may be fetid with truth, 
there never was an impofition on mankind tnor~‘ 
f?-uitf~! of law*fiitr, than the claim of tythe,.,. 
which never kn‘ows a certain value, 

Nor, was there ever an impofition more 
grievous and opprefive than the claim of tythe, 

’ which takes a tenth from the produce of the 
poor man’s labour, who manures the land, 
who employs his own flock to raife the tyth% 
amd furrenders the choice of the harveit to the. 
priefi, .who neither ploughs nor fows. - 

The improvement of the land is at leafi 
equal< to the value of the land, and a tenth part 
of the produce free from all charges of raifing, 
it, is not a tythe, but a F I F T H part of every 
man’s property ; a fianding LAND TAX 
OF FOUR SHILLINGS in thepoundi; 
uponall the fubje&s of England. 

1 3. If, 
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If it be confidered with refpe& to /mnZ/ 
tythes, the grievance is heaviefi upon the 
pooreit of the people. Thofe who are rather 
objeEts of charity, and fit to receive alms, 
are the fubje& of ecclefiaftical opprefion, and 
compelled to p3y iythe. 

If a poor widow, the labour of whofe 
hands, and the produce of whofe garden, are 
the only fubfifience of herfelf and five or fix 
czfldren,, hath.at% q$e-i~~ the mu8 give the 
tenth of her fruit ; if fhe keep a .ben5 .fhe muR 
give every tenth egg, or every tenth chicken i 
and if flle hath a bet-h&e, Ihe tit& yieki a 
tenth of her wax and her honey, 

TO THE PARSON OF TfIE 
‘PiWiSH; 

Who, if he is srot fatisfied with her cod- 
tribut’mns, will profecute her in the ecclcfiafiicai 
court, and make her depofe upon oath, how 
many pz$$ns grew upon her tree ? How many 
rhirks were hatched I How many eggs wire 
addled ? And what cafualties happened in the 
management of her B E&H IV E. 

This was the complaint of Ck~trser’s plow- 
maa, againa xhe prieft of his times ; 

For 



For the tythhg of a dtrc&, 
Or aa atpIe, or an aye, 

7 hey make men here UJWI a bo+4 ; 
Thus they fouh CbY~tV faye.i 

Is it then unreafonable to complain of t& 
tythe of the clergy, as the e&-wind that wi- 
thers the fruit, .the caterpillar that deRroys the 
harvefl in the ear,’ the locufi that preys upon 
the property of the rich, and eats up the bread 
of the poor ? An hat-py that carries law-f&a in 
we <Jaw, ~nd’,firtine in aa&er ? Tbstt de- 
vours what tile public taxes @aye, and is more 
inexmable than an excife ? 

This prod*@ou~ ufurpation upon the pro- 
perty of mankind, makts the bill before us the 
Moe sbrolutely necefiry, and moves all indig- 
nation figainfi the parfon, who luggefls, c l’hat 
( the bill will encourage the Quaker in &ring 
‘ up a right, upon the plea of confcience, to 
4 mother marls flata’ 

I faid to myfeff, 
I 

Doth not the coun~vy par/on appeal to P2repy 
. tplat2’s confcience, when he demands tythe of 

divine rigbi ? 
14 When 
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When he claims. it as a dn#y to God? 

And, mufi he not fo far allow the Qua- 
ker’s con/cience to decide ? 

But., f~,+s the par+, 

‘ I wil’h the Quaker’s conf&ence could, be 
examined in this point. Is he a (and-owner ? 
Let him be aiked, upon his confcience, 
whether he paid any confideration to the 
vender of the land, beyond the ufual price, 
and upon a fuppofition ‘that no tythes woul& 
be due from his land ? Is he a farmer, 
Let him be asked, whether he pays more 
rent, than a church man ufed to give fOr the 
farm, and in confideration of his paying no 
tythe ? If he cannot fay that he either bought, 
or hired the tythe (and he can fay neither) 
what title hath he to it ?’ 

I mufi.here obierve, that 

The country par/En lays down a law of 
property, by this examination of the Qaker’s 
confcience ; 

A propofi tion, 



That if any burthen upon land fhal-1 

‘i77- 

COXl-* 

tfnue, till it leffen the value of our lands, iti 7 
then becomes a property in the ufurpers, ancF i 
the landed men fhali never bi dif&arged: 
becaufe all fubfequent purchafes are made wit-h-p 
the confiderat’ion of. fuch an incumbramze rt~rn t 
t&e laxA (1 . . 

There are thrte remarkable cafes in our hiG; 
tory, which will fall under this propofition ; _ ,, 

I. The ancient Romefcof, or Peter-pentl,. c s 
was a penny charged upon every~ houfe, ‘Erl, ’ 
ha, king of the Wej- @axons, b&g at ~+R%,m Iv 
iti4p,pilgrimage, Annv - 720, and _ by Ofi, l&g’ : 

I of the Merriam, Anna- 794.,, to fuMri- the . 
Englifi fchool rhere. It &noun ted ’ to-9 three- -- 
hundred marks and a nobk yearly; fcry th& . 
whole realm, and was paid to the feeaWof,Rome 
on the feafi of St. Ipzter ad %zculi belrxg the _ 
fidi day of AuguJI, till it was-&&M&d by P~)T- 
Lament, 25 Hew VlJL AWO 1x S&J. ;. 

II. The ancient Dane-gelt% was a- tribtlre,, , 
06 one ihilling, and afterward8 of two fhill~gs,, , 
upon every hide of land ; originally le&&fosc .- 
clear,ing the, f%as of .Qam$& pTy.rate% ort.fiwr - 
purchafing, peace, of>; tlxm, a&. by, Ethelred,., ~ 
~1x1 raifed for this purpofe, firit IC+OOQ A.ne.x,c I- 



~6,600 L then 24,000 1. then 36,~oo 1. and - 
lefily, &ow J EHtvard the co&kfTii releafkd 
this tax, It was levied again by the @queror i 
aad by W. Rufw ; but it was r&a&d bf 
Herr. 3. and finally by IL S~~J%H, 

IN. TM at&&t &jYm, or the dkitiathz d’ 
a11 the fubje&s goods, was the ufual &b&I) 
given from time to time by parliament, and 
was levied, as is the tytht-of the clergy, by 
the W& of every -thing in kind. 

Thus in the parliament roll 13 E. III. Nu. 6. 
The lords grant to the king, th tenth JM~ 
of all the corn of their demefnes, except oftheir 
bound tenants ; the tenth Jikce of wool, and 
the red lamb of their own flare, to be paid in 
tti0 jW4t3; UUd prg ‘that &ii pU4 WU 7ljt 
ht& 63 cufiom. 

So, in the parliament roll of the next year: 
14 E. 111. N.-s. it is entered, the preZates, bag 

$ons, and all the commons of this realm, grant 
ts the &kg the ninth lamb, the ninth @ccc, Ihe 
ninth &af, and of cities and borougk the ~.~t’y 
ninth part of all their goods and chattels, FO Bc 
taken by two years to usme. And with this, 
agrees the ftatuts book, Anti0 14 E, III. Stat. I. 
sap. 18. 

But, 



’ : $2 . 
But, when the aid give0 was a quirwlJi&~ 

or Fftcenth, then, the king appointed WM & 
Gf&rs in every mnty ; and they appointed 
twdw 3n every brtndred, whe made a true va- 
luatim cpf awry m&s p* e&ate, and 
c&cd &e,fftmtb pact tci &x kvie& 

This word @me or decima is equally uGd, 
as ~11 fur the tinuas of the church, as for 
thdk d the crown ; and the itatute 2 aad 3 E. 
Yf. cpp. 36. terms the tenth $ the d! rgy (which 
were anciently paid to the /eo of Rcme, and 
given by pope Urban to Richard II.) P E R- 
PETUAL DISMES 

The city of London paid this year for the 
jfleenth, 28602. ~3 J. 8 de and the abbot of 
St. Edmonds, 6661. ~3 S. 4 d. which was by 
~amp~fitlou, and theieapun he had all his tem- 
firal good+, tid the goods of his c&v~#, d& 
charged of the jj’teemfr. 

Sometimes, the 8@ and pin;tflJ~ v)ere 
@-ahted both together, as in the 6 I!!. 111. an& 
di[me, and one quin-di/;ne were g&m fo tM 

16 king, 



i&g, to be levied of the laity, in aid of’ l-G& 
expedition againit the SCHL 

At other times, the d$m or tenth w5h 
granted fingly, as in the aforementioned in- 
ittinces, 13 E. III. by the lords df their own 
fiore ; and 14 B, III: by the clergy, nobility6 
and commons for the whole realm. 

And the quin-d;/me or fifteenth was like- 
wife granted feparately, of which the ialtances 
occurring. ie fucceffive ages are fkarcely to be 
numbered&’ 

Thefe methods of’chargiag the fUbje& were 
confiantly made ufe of, till the reign of king.. 
C&r/es I, when the great demands of money, 
which the civil war occafioned, introduced oup: 
modernmap- and land-tax. 

NOW in all the& cafes, ZJ;~ 

I. In the cak of the Peter-penct, whiclt 
continued:a rent charge upon houies for the 
&ace. of eight hundred y+~s ; I 

2. In t-he cafe+ of &ses:g:goZt, which con-- 
tinued a rent charge for the fpce of three hunf 
&-ad years; and, 

. , 
3% I& 



~~RTH~D~~Y~~~~~~ r I& 
3,- IR the cafe of the dijke aki~q&-A~~& 

which aroii, within little more than the WI+-- 
tury after Dane=gdt expired, and levied the tenth; 
or fifteenth of the &bje&‘sgoods, from&me tQL 
time, for the @ace of three hundred >years .: 

. -, 
The vaIue- of the Iand of - E$@zd-became- 

&paired, by reafon of the charge, and every 
purchafer paid a lefs price, whilfi fuch incum- 
branccs continued upon them 

But, would our ancebors have fiffered ‘either- 
the pope, or the crown, to examine the con- 
fciences of the people of England in the abfurd- 
manner of this country par-on? Would it have 
been endured; either to- fet up a>rigAt in coti-. 
J&ce to.the perpetuity of PPter-pence, cw Dane- 
@, becaufe every modern purchafer had bought 
his houfe or land the cheaper, by reafon of fuch 
burthens upon them ? 

Doubtkfs the fame qveitions might hkve 
been alked, in the cafe of Peter-pence, and of 

’ Dane-gelt, as in the cak of tythe, and the fame 
anfwer mufi have been returned ; and, 
, fi . . 

When the ancient aids of dzjyes and puim 
&fmes had gained eflablilhment by courfe of 
t,&nq and the hmd was become chcap,er,..by) 

reafim 



reaba 4 thsCe t&&&s rtals @W&S @an&d 
txmiml~lf w th8 kiqij 3 %lwtdQ sot -i.h oto*a 
htrva ita% vial d&e bf perpwity ia tItd eutb 
Ia& khe stsktb fleece, the thntb fEsaf, snd the 

tenth part uf the gobds of tbc iabj&s ; ori 31 
the f;fieentb, according as there rates and impo- 
fith~ ~~elfed the goalie af property 2 W4d 
rwt the kiw hawe claimed MB tpvltb or fifjrt& 
by the f&W &P 8/ cef+n&, as the clergy ti 
up to efiabliih their &ate ia t& 7 An& be- 
caufe the continuance of the impofition had 
lowered the r+mt of all the lands, might not the 
king, with as much rearon, have told the fub- 
jeits, that the tenth, orfjfieenth of their ei)ates j 
had been paid of fo long sbntinuance, as had 
extinguihed the rights of the jr/ owners? 
Might he iiot haire urged, in behalf of fuch a 
rent charge, (as the clerkg notv tirge for their 
ty&e) that every man bought his land, and 
hired his farm, in expeAation of being khje& 
to fuch a charge ; and, that the price of the 
land, and the rent of the farm, being lefs on 
&is accoctlnt, fib man cotild have‘rlght ever to 
& e&d, fince ho man cotild have property in 
&-~r which he did not purthaie? 

This may very fully evince the unreafon- 
rblenefs of th sorr#~-- pq%i’s plea f 



I anfwer, that I havh 

The ri ht of a free fubje&, to enjoy the 
proaiirc 6 f hii wrl fi#mif $ 

find, tiy tit& CO the incumbctred part of 
tny &Bte is fo far $$Yu& ‘as aBy dtht @Ifi’S 

title to it is bad. 

If I buy an eflate with a rznt-charge, an 
rtndrdty, or a t)rsrtgage upon it, and there in- 
cumbrances fhall be confidered ia the ptirchafe ; 
yet, if afterwards it appears that the perfons 
daidng thi’i rent.chargP, this amity, ot this 
Ntorrgbgt, never had any jtifi right therein : 

Am I bound to make their b&I title go&d 
in law or confcle’nce, becaufe I bought the 
eltate cheaper, on fuppofitibh that they had 
lawful incumbrances upon it ? 



In the- p&&on *of land I am in the con- 
dition of the prim occupant : I-am-not bound 
to &ew my title to any man; I am not bound 
to ihew that I bought it, or inherit it, It is 
fufficient that I poKefs it, unlefs he, can Chew a 
prior or better right to it. 

And, whether I bought my fr&oM cheaper 
or dearer, I am by law and conicience entitled 
to hold. it -as free and clear, as if I had held it. 
Corn the creation .of the. world. . 

This do&ine of gaining an ej?ate in perpe- 

t&y through any impofition upon land, which- 
by, length of time, makes the vah of it ZeJ in 
fnbfequent alienations, and, by pretended eq+ 
ty, the in&-@ in it leh to all new purchafers ; 

IO-,oP. dangerous- conGzquence to the whole 
LANDED INTEREST of this kingdom, . 

It efiablifhes a. right /bmezohere in. a P E R7 
PETUAL LAND-TAX; becaufe withiu 
forty or fifty years time, Gnce the land h-ath 
borne this charge, the value of land hath di- 
minithed in proportion; and two thirds of the 

_ lands of Englad, having- w’ithin that time by 
piurchafe or exchange p$Gd into. the hands of 
ww owners, (as. may probably be the. cafe of 

61 ati: 



~&ORTUOD~~Y jib&en. I&~ 
&IZ our lands before this tax calz be releafed): 
therefore the land owner, who bought his land. 
fubje&$ to- the ufual land-tax, &all in equity, 
and confcience be for ever liable to pay NJB,, 
three, orfow fbilllings in the pound, by r&on 
of his having bought the land ebeaper. 

And; the country parfon fhall afk him thofe 
fubtle queff ions, 6 Is he a land owner ! Let 
‘.kim be asked, upon his confcience, whether 
( he paid any confideration to the vender of 
c the land beyond the ufual price, and upon 
6 fuppofition that no land-tax would be dile 
c from his Iand ? Is he a farmer ? Let him be- 
‘ aflied, upon his confcience, whether he pays 
6 more rent than ufed to be given for the 
6 farm, and in confideration of his paying no. 
6, 1and:tax ? Ifs he cannot fay that he either 
L bought, or hired, the land-tax (and he can 
( fay neither) what title hath he to it ? and 
6 therefore, there muft be another owner who- 
‘ bath a juJt title. to it.’ 

From rulis of‘ propcr~y and rights of @ate, 
fuch as this country parfin would, efiablilh, it 
muI) follow, that no ufurpatGm on the 1Qnds 
of a kingdom could ever be refumed, con- 
fiitentty with confcience ; that the foundations 
oF ecclefiaftics, in the rburch of Rome itfelf, 
ought not to be taken away, becaufe the priefis: 

ham- 



land owwr out of their inheritances ; and, 
that, 3f SHIP MONEY had been efafied 
for a length of time, till the value of all our 
‘3ands had funk under the exa&ion, new pur- 
&/b-r wonld have hlf$ no right TO have been 
edid of the burden, bucax%e they mid &tr;e 
bought the land charged with it, and cheaper 
by reafan of it. 

Leaving him to the di.kipline of fuch naa 
tiad jufiice, wheaiewr it &all fiad him - 1 

totally 



and Ch~rf0~0ftY fi62kn. I87 
totaMy deny him, or any peAon living, 10 pof- 
fef$ any &ate in the land, by reafwn of its hav- 
iq been lowered iti value, through an unjult 
impoGtiou ; I ccx~eitre ht claim tf @e to have 
no orher faupdariaa, in lag of W&%NX, than 
Peter-Peace hsd be%-+ it was abonkcd by & of 
parliament ; I conceive them both to have been 
afurpations of the fame nature, which gretv 
and obtained in the t&es & darknels and de- 
votion through the cr@ft of a #rc~nar)i clergy, 
and the fuperftition of a blind Lle&i& laity5 
3 likewife apprehend, that as the wifdom of 
par&went utterly aboWed rhe o~ak, beaaufe it 
irnpoveriIhed the kingdom, fo the reprtia- 

. tives of the people have not only a right, but 
are bound in duty to moderate the U&V, v&en- 
ever it Ihall be exorbitant iti its amouar, OT op- 
prelfive in its exaAions. But, 

BFauie the &ate of the clergy in tythe, 
is fo much inlifted on as their right in con- 
fcienle, it may be fit to enquire on what ten- 
fidsration they had their original grants. The 
confirmation QC king S T E P H .E N is an evi- 
dence of this kind, the preamble to which is 
as follows, viz. 

duct&! through the providence of divine 
mercy we knew id ts be Jo ordered, atid by th 
ch~rch’s publl$%zg it far an8 way, awry hdy 

bath 
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bath heard, that by the d@ibatioe of ah per-. 
fins may be +Johed:j‘rom tlii bonds -of J;n, and- 
squire the rewards of beaaenb joys: 3 &t~ 
p.jm, 4 th e grace of’: God king of England* 
being willing to have a.part with them, &JO by 
an happy kind of trading exchange heavenly things 
fir earthly ; asd /mitten with the love of God,, 
and for the /a/vat&a of my own foul, and tha 
ibuls of my father and mother, and all my fore- 

fathers and anceJcrs (confirm tythes and other 
donations to the, church *.) 

After fwh a fpecimm as this, T cannot 
*have the leafi doubt that eltates given under fuch 
mfiderations-, are of all others the mofi propet 
f;or the difpofitioo.of parliment. But wixh re- 
fwence to the country par@z’s charge again& 
the Quaker, that “ his CottJtjerzce, which wilb 
‘6 not allow him to pay tythe, is u corz~ienr~, 
~~~-which will nor permit his aeighbour to take 

+ Qoniam divina mifericordia providente cog- 
novimus efE difpofitem, & lorvge lateque przdi- 
cante ecclefia, fonat omnium auribus divulgatum, 
puod ELFEMOSYNAKUM largitione poffint abfol- 
vi vincala peccatorum, & acquiri coelef)ium prce- 
mia gaodiorum ; ego Stephanus Dei gratia Anglo- 
rum -rex partem hubeve &ens cum illis, qui faelici 
kommff c ‘0 cozI&ia prc~ terrenis cornmutant, Dei 
amore compunEtus, & pro &lute animae meae, et patris 
d matrjSgue mcd, & omnium parentum meorum,.A 
eL aatecefiorum, UC. 

“ and.: ._ 



‘U and enjoy hr”s owr~ property09’ It f&&eth rea,- 
Sonable to hear the Quaker fpeak for himfelf; 
and the firongefi writer on this fubjeEt among@ \ 
the Qakers, being Anthony Pcur&, former17 
a j.uitice of peace in W$?marland, let us heap 
what he’,fays *in his,grcat cafe of tytbes, on the 
queition that tytbe ought tu be paid as a rent: 
charge upon, the eJatc. , 

II + 
Unto which, fiys be, I anfwer, . , 

cc That though it were true,, and could 
6 be proved, that my ancefiors gave tythes, 
c and that for ever, yet am I not thereby bound 
6 to pay them, or itand any way chargeable 
‘ with them. It is true, when they were owners 
‘ of land, they might themfelves yield and fet 
‘< forth what part of their increafe they pleafed, 
Lx or might have given the tenth, or any other 
‘ .part of their land as they would, or they 

“< might have charged upon the land what rent 
‘ they liked ; but they could not charge their 
4 poiterity with that which was no ways theirs, 
L.~or.&hich, in any true fenfe, confiru&ion, 
‘. or underfianding, they could be faid to have 
‘ any. property in, and which is not paid by 
6 reafon of that which is derived from them. 
6 For, tythe ‘is neither paid of land, nor by the 
4 .rtafon of the land, but is paid by the redon 

. 6 of the increafe or renewing; and therefore the 
A doArines 



c dootiines of the old fathers, and the popi& 
8 Iaws for tythes, do as ~4 require ,the pay- 
‘ .ment of the, ter?th part ti me,n’s .~SI oc 
‘ gain, whether by trade, commerce, oc mer- 
6 cljandize, as of the fruits of the earth. Yea, 
6 the tenth part alfo of wages, aud perfQ4 in- 
c crea&, though pot raifed iqmediately by 
6 Iand : and f’urely uo man 14 fay, that h_e gags 
s tythe of the6e becaufe his anceltors charged 
6 him with them ; nor will any mao allow; that 
6 another petdbn, by any gift of his ancefior, 
4 can have another diflin6 prcqzr!y +I the 
c tenth part of the fruits of his labour ; and hhg: , 
6 cafe is the C4lme as to all tythes, whether pre- 
,c dial, perfaal, or mixed. If I fit itiN and 
‘ ploegh not, QO corn will grow ; if I ,bt Oil1 
* and work not, no profit will rifb; fo that it 
*’ is my fabour, my di@nce and indufiry that 
l raifeth the tythe, and in my pawer it is to 
C make it I& or more ; and fometime, yea of- 
‘ ten it falls out, that the tpthe of corn is thrice 
4 more worth than the yearly value of the land 
4’ on which it grows; and herein tythe of corn 
c is far more hard and unequal thgn perronal 
‘ tythes j for the one pays but g tenth, all 
6 charges dedu&ed ; [he Qther pays the tenth 
6 of charges and all.’ , 

( Mine ancefior cauld not charge me with 
6 that which doth not accrue by reafon of 

3 ‘ that 



d OltTWPB%P jfwa* Y 
!’ that crtich Z km 6ram him ; wr am E hmnd 
c bBdi!i mins ai~~xitar kfF me hi& h-2 pag 

6 wtbc+ whiib is nat paid by reafan ~6 the lasld, 
* but of t&3 increa& unto wbkh I 6~ 8~ Wre 
s tied ly lqw, tbi;m. he is who harh ktc&ea 
6 tihmlaad; ’ ti&um~aod.& aathfq 
6 I pry aen @a. If I bavc kmwak, tkwgh 
6 oa land,. I oughr by 3aw to: pay tykhm If 1 
‘ h&and my lard fo thti tk iarereale k not 
‘, ta be kmrclla), fm Fy3iflm aa 430 rmmed 06 
c me; and th& if;Zp&wra my Iaad, no 
f tytha ihaN be paid few the gtatk whih is &en 
( uafuver& Inppr on@ a fwh~dydw fur ti3td vi&h 
‘ &a* depdhre tan i&; whieb m&es & &-CR 
4 that tythe is not paid by the reAxz otf the 
‘ lan.4, but of the bck; ad, idm.dFpk 
6 lies in my prowet ta m&c rbe t@w nwch., 
‘ little, or nothing; if I plough, and few 
6 corn, the tenth part! of the increafst 1s ge- 
6 net-ally more worth than the Ia4 oa which 
L it grows, which comss not bg the laad &hac 
6 defcends from the: NWA?W, bppr becaufe ti 
6 the incrcafe won with the great charge, in- 
‘ duky, aad labour of the hufbaadman. If 
6 I paflure my ground with iheep that yikld 
‘ a fleece, the tythe will be confiderable, 
‘ though not fo much as by corn. If I pafture 
4 with cows or breeding-cattle, a much lefs 
6 tythe is paid: and if f eat up the pafiure by 
c ho& or barren cattle, a fmall and incon- 

6 fiderable 



392 The Pillars oy PR I ESTCRXFT 

q fiderable rate is only required ; though ih 
‘ few placesof the nation would that have been 
4 recovered in the times when pop@ laws were 
c at greateft height. But if I plant wood, 
6 and let it itand for timber ; PY, if I itore 
6 my land with be& which be fenz natud, 
6 wherein the& is no perfonal property, no 
6 tythes fhall be paid ; or, if I will let my 
6 land lie wafie, (which may be fuppofed, be- 
‘ caufe it may be done) or will eat my mea- 
‘ dow or corn fiandiog, no tythe can be xequir, 
6 ed. AI1 theCe infiances n#raifeft that tythe . 
* Ml hath relation to the sock and +petfonal 
‘6 eftate, and not to the land ; and is paid by 
6 the reafon of the Qock, and not of thebland. 
6 And fo no ancefior could lay and perpetuate . 
6 fuch a charge as tythe upon it, nor could he 
6 bind his fucceiror to pay it. If by my an- 
‘ cefior I am bound to pay tythe ratiune tenu- 
6 rm, or in confideration of the land which 
6 he leaves me, to what value muft it be of? 
4 I may yearly pay more tythe than the land 
6 he leaves me is worth : if I keep it in 
6 tillage, and if I ,paifure it 1 need not pay the 
6 twentieth pat’t. Have 1 not herein (with- 
‘ out fraud to my ancefior) power to pay 
4 him much or little ? HOW then is tythc 
6 like a rent certain (which is by ibme pb- 
6 je&ed ?) If tythes were paid by reafon of 
6 the land, furely there is moft reafon,. that 

6 the 
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r,the tenth p*t of the grafs renewing upon 
6 al1 pafiure giounds should be paid ; for the 
6 land Oil1 brings that with it; and, it is 
c eafily dividable by rent, or let by month. 
C If atio&r hath as good right I to the tenth 
c part of the increafe, as the owner hath to 
a the nine b why cannot he take it &ith- 
‘ out the owner’s fetting it out, or recover 
’ it by afiion of debt or trefpars ? But it 
‘ is clear there is no title till it be fet forth ; 
(, and then, if the owner of the land carry 
i it away, an a&on of trefpars lies, becaufe 
‘ he had fet it out,! and given it to another, 
c and fo altered his property, as one man 
c doth by marking his cattle for another man ; 
‘ and therefore ic is, that the law which com- 
6 mands tythes, doth not give power to any 
6 one to take the tythc, becaure he had no 
4 title, but enjoins&the owner to ret it forth ; 
c and in fo doing to make it another’s by 
g his 0x22 confen!. If any man claims tythes 
( by my ancefior’s gift, may I not aik him, 
C to whom, or for what my anceflor gave 
c them ? And, it is plain beyond dcrid, that 
‘ all thofe gifts of land or tythe in En,n!an,i 

g (fince AuJIin the monk planted the pop;j;rJ 
c faith, and preached up the new payment 
‘ of tythes) were given to ~o/.Gf5? priefij, far 
‘ faying prayers for the fcouIs of the givers 
‘ and their deceared ancefiors, as old cot+- 

v 0 L. Ii. K ‘ era tions 
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* crations do witnefs : and therefore in reafon, 
1 if the tonfideration and fervice be ceafed, 
\6 fo ought alfo the wages ; for ao man in 
~Jaw or equity ought to claim wages, when he 
‘J will not do the work for which it was given; 
6 and feeing there pop+% priefls and prayers 
1 are laid afide, the gift (if any fuch were, 
6 and cou’ld be ‘binding) ought to return to 
6 ihe donor; a.nd may not, without his conrent, 
* be perverted .to another u’fe. 

‘ But fame oi$eR (as the rcramlryporSon hath 
* done in liis p&q) that 

When I or my mce~or bought the land, it 
was fold cheaper [bccuu$e it was Juppo/ed it 

ought to pa> tytbc) than I or my ancejor could 
hawe bought/irch land as was Rmwn tq be tythe- 
f&z ; .and ‘therefore, having a cheaper barguin, 
J amhnd in equity to pay ty&e. 

% anfwer, 

6 That, I have already proved all land is 
J tythe free ; and that the charge of tythe is 
6 upon the flock and perfonal efiate, and not 
* upon the land. And, the itrength of this 
* objeAion lies in comparing thofe who pay 
c tythes, with thoie who are free. Thofe who 
4 buy lands tjthe-free are eafed of this oppref- 

a fion, 
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I;on, and are in no hazard :- and, though a#1 
others ought to be fo, yet it being a que- 
ition, whether they can cafe thtmielves af 
the burthen, they buy under a hazard, and 
are fub.je& to fuch a charge, But if they 
cafi off’ the yoke, they ger but what is th+r 

own; and feeing we have denied the p6pC’S 

authority and Supremacy, we may, fo foon as 
we can, whcJly c~fi off the burden which he 
laid on us : and thus, he that buys lands 
in the years of trouble and heavy taxes 
may, perhaps, buy much cheaper than when 
none or little is paid : LlJ he therefore be 
required to pay taxes when others are ,dif- 
charged! Orj fhall he that bought cheap 
pennyworths on the borders between Eng- 
Zand and S~ollartrl, why thofe parts were in- 
felted with moj-troopers, always pay tribute 
to thieves and robbers ? We bought land 
when the pope’s yoke was upon our necks; 
and if we cafi it from us, we may by as 
good reafbn be eared of OUT tythes, as they 
of their taxes. But if I bought it rhoper, 
what ‘is that to the itate or .the prielt !’ 

This is the Qaker’s defence againit the 
charge of fitt%g up a tide on the pleu of coti- 

JrLnce to anotht r 777un’5 e/ate ; wherein he 
proves, that his tenth, which the parfon claims 

.in the produce of land, is neither his right 
K 2 b,v 
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by any condition annexed to the inheritance 
nor by any confideration allowed in the pur- 
chafe ; that neither the donor of the land 
gave, or could give it ; and that neither con- 
fcience nor equity can require the Qaker tt, 

‘pay it, 

The queltion will then depend upon the 
judgment of the legifiative power; and we are 
itill in the proper method of debating, ,what 
lneafures the legiflative ought to prefcribe, be- 
tween the par-fort and the Qaker ia the cufe of 
tythes. 

We are told upon this footing of the judg- 
ment of the legiflative power, and with fame 
air of triumph, that perfons withholding tythes 
are Oiled evil-dijpofed Per/;onj, 27 Hen. VIII. 
;rzof regnrding ibeir duties to God anh the king, 
32 Hen. VI 11. and ailing of an ungodly perverfe 
will and mind: to which the parfon might 
have added, moved andleduced hy the inJtigati0r.z 
of ;he dLvi!: - it would have made the 
fame imprefion on the r:mmons of Great B13ri- 
tain, before ivhorn he is pleading ; and, it 
would have been as full an anfwer to the charge 
upon the clergy of ogweflcirz, avarice and in- 
jujice in theirJ?uits for fythe. 

The 
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The words pel-verft, ungod.f’y, ur;duti,fzdt ELI 
God and thz Ring, prove, nothing but that the 
priefis, who had po\yer to obtain a penal itatute, 
kxl leave to call people names in the preamble 
to it, nut 

If it be urged as the fenfe of thofe times 
concerning non-payment of tythe, will the par- 

&n allow me to cite other itatutes, made about 
the fame time, as the CenCe of the fdw-makers 
upon other ecclefiaitical pretentions ? 

I fear, the fenfe of parliament hath very 
little weight with the clergy, when it is not on 
the fide of their ambition ; and therefore 1 may* 
not perhaps hold it conckfive, when, influenced 
by their ungodly management, it lets them look 
to defame and dalnn their enemies, as enemies 20 

-God and the king. 

The Mute of the fir0 year of Edward VT., 
rap. 2 

c That elefiions of archbikops and bifio(ps, 
6 by deans and chapters, are as well to the 
6 long delay, as to the great colts and charges 
c of fuch perions whom the king gives any 

K3 ‘ arch- 
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8 archbiihoprick or bifhoprick unto, and tkat 
a the faid ele&ms be in very deed no elec- 
c tionr, but only by a writ of CONGE 
8 B ’ E L I R E have colour~, /hadGws, or pre- 
8 fencrs 6f aIeRim3, ferm+r;g nevehhelefs to n3 
4 purprfe, and feeming alfo derogatory to the; 
6 king’s prerogative royal.’ 

This a& of parliament, though not held 
at prefent to be in force, doth certainly fhew 
-t&z fenfe of our anseJors on the CubjeA of eleEt- 
ing bikops. 

/ 

Will the clergy allow us to fpeak of their 
pretended’ eleCtions of bifhops in the terms of 
&is a& of parliament ? No - it is againit 
divine right. If then they will not allow tlie 
hJitut,‘on cf bz$5o~s to be tied down, to the 
preface of a law made in Edward VI’s time, 
will they tie every tian down, in the quip of 
phes, to the preface of a law made- in Henry 
V !f l’s time ? 

I tlut? in the right of an Erg’+5 f&jeB, 
th=lt wz Ml net be tefirained, from a larger 
COiliidCrAiiCll of fo important an afTJir, and 
th It nvitl:er our duty to God or the king 
thall be qucilioned, for no better renfcn than 
our di&w;~ce uf I&tiineuts ilr the aff,tir of 
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I reverence an aa of parliament as much 
as any man living. It i’s the a& of that power 
which we are all bound to twit and obey. 
But I am not fo fir concluded by an aA of 
parliament, that I ought either to believe im- 
j%kitl’y whatever it declares, or not to follicir 
the repeal’ of what it may en&. 

And, I cannot but obferve, 

’ I. That when Henry VIII. tinravellibg his 
ewn reformation, went retrograde into the 
worfi meafures of popery, he palt the aA oJf 
the jix articles in his 31ff year, wherein hc 
&bGlhed ci~irul~~r c0rfiJ.n aad ~ror.$&~?u~- 
hktion. And 

2. That in the next year he pnfi the, z& fit 
the payment ‘of t, ‘hes, wherein is the famous 
exprefion of perfons nor regaldiirlg hir duttrr 
to God and the king. 

If therefore t~f17er, tranfu’/?nntYc;tYo~, and 
ahricular co~~~J&z, 3re of the i;me growth acd 
family, we ihall find thnt the filme rfJo~)iilg 
from a& of parliament, which makts rhe pq- 
ment of t,tkes a DUTY to God atrd ihe kin;, 
by the fiatute of 32 Hen. VIII. would as for- 

ci:bly prove tru+bJwiation and au] icuhr CW-* 

K4 fJ- 1 Ia?& 
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j$un to be articles of faithUfit for a chriifitln 
to belleve in, ‘became they are fo declared, 
by tile ff atute of 31 Hen, Vifl. which impofed 
thofe /Ix Iljo~) urticles famous in the itory of 
thofe limes. And, 

To hy that the afi Gf the jx arfic/t-s is 
repealed, but that the ~yfbe a~? is itill in 
force, would m&e the matter infinitely ridi- 
culous j for 

This .would fuppofe that our duty id God, ox 
our faith in Chr$?, depends altogether on the 
exiftences and duration of aC;ts of parliament : 
So that it may be a lluty ;fe God, or not a duty 

to God; an ortho~Zox creed, or not an orfhod~w 
creed, as different parliaments happen to be of 
different opinions, 

If the ro~Lry par/on is difpleafed, that fuch 
abfurdities should be laid at his door, he 
fiould be lefs forward to prefs the fenfe of our 
zncefiors, and authorities out of the fiatute 
books, in proof’of fuch points as duties to God, 
wherein every man may take the bible and his 
own confcience to be fafer guides than any a& 
of parliament. 

If he is difpleafed, that the fenfe of our 
ancefiors, and authorities out of the fiatutq 

bOOki 
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books fhouId be urged in fupport of the rights 
of the laity againit the ufurpations of the 
clergy, I mufi tell him, that to protee the 
people from injufIice,‘is the proper and ,e&n- 
tial care of parliament, but that to define 
datius to God, is beyond the bounds of human 
authority ; and though parliaments may fpe- 
cify what do&rines clergymen fhall teach, yet I 
they cannot require any man to believe them, 
becaufe though the parfon is thefirvant of the 
legiflative power, yet every man is n2~Jaer Of&\ 
own confcience. 

Our duty to God, as to the- payment of 
tgthes is therefore in every refpeti as quefiion- 
able, and as con/;iemiou/ly to be denied, as if 
thofe laws had never been enaCted,’ And, 

The payment of tythes, as a dtrty to God’ 
being denied by the quakers, and by almofi all ’ 
other men; 

The commu~ good can ,be the only jufiifiable 
reafon for impofin g it as .a common cllarse. 

Thus, we are once more in the cafe, where * 
we ought to be, of debating the merits of this 
bill upon the principles of public jufiiceo , 
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o.ppreKed by fits for ty,the, apply for the bet-- 
ter regulation of fuch fuits, that they, may by 
MS ogpreffed by them, 

As a people profefing the religion af CHUM,, 
they cannot pay tythes or wages to j the clergy,, 
becaufe they believe in their confciences that 
Chr$ abolifned tythes, and forbid the pay-- 
merit of wages to the priefihood, 

If they are in an error, it is the error of! 
their confciences, and they ought not to be: 
qunilhed for it. But, 

As Ii-rbjefis prof&ng a dutiful obedience 
to the government under which- they live, they 
yield according to the Gofpel of ChriJ’, fub-- 
mi.IEon to tfre civil magifirate, and. what. he 
takes from. them3 for the maintenance of tha- 
Jergy, they patiently acquiefce in;: _ 

They make no refifltince to the officer who, 
-diitrains their. goods for t@e. And,, 

(Zan any thing be more reafonable, than $0, 
appoint: anofficer, who &all at their charge fet 
cmt the +he, when it is due in kind, QIT levy 
&, when it ought to be paid in money ! Or, 

2‘ ~cha 



CZan atry thing be more unreafonable, than 
)b authorize the parfon to fue the Qu_aker,. 
not only for thq tyrhe, but for &et tin:es tAe 
waluc, becaufe he hath not p fct ii 0~1, when h% 
is dXab!ed by his confcicnce, and when any 
other man may be app.oinred by law to JEP- 
it out for him ? 

We are told by the rormiry pa~-n, that- 
every wife cltrgyman, for his own f&e, and: 
every gogrl clergyman, foe his neighbour’s- 
fake, wiil take the eaj and cfieup. method- 
which is left to his option by former,& &p&a- 
liament 5 and;, 

Therefdre, it ii inf&red; Se,, 12giflSture 
aught not to tie the.cleqy’ down, to this cq$. 
and &eap method, becaufe tht.wileeB and beit 
of them already u&e it foE their. own fake, a& 
their neighbours. But,, 

If. the wz$$? an& Se@ ufe it< of. cboi~e+ this: I 
w311,be. an-argumant, that theunreajonable andi 
.aulju$ fhould be. refirained 10 itc For, _ 

Are the fnbjT&‘s o4 Eiiglnnd to have no + 
&etter lecurit~~agai~~dppre~oa, thxn the.wil;- 
#m and gQodnefs ,of the clergy ? Or,. 

xi 6- QL.l&r 
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Ought theclergy to be trufied with a power, 
which, according to the par/loon’s confefion, 
neither a wife clergyman nor a good clergyman 
can ufe, without mifchief either to himfeif or 
his neighbour ? 

Where the power of o~pveJik;n is, a& of 
opprefiion will undoubtedly be. No’church, 
no fkate, no body of men ever had this power 
but they ufed it. And, 

Whoever gives an authority to opprefs, is 
rhe author of opprefion. ’ 

This truth, which is written in charafiers 
of blood in ail the hifiories of mankind, is rea- 
fan and evidence to juitify a bill which refitrains 
;II~ opprenive power in the church : 

. 
A reafon fo convincing, an evidence fo 

clear, as makes it f~lj7ing Wiih Ihe jrflire of par- 
liament, when the clergy demand proof that 
they do opprefs, whilfi every man who hnth 
e>es~&$+fee that they may opyrefs. 

If they may many of them will: but, 

If they may rrot none of them cm comm?t 
opprcfion, And, 



If they have nob oppreired by that ‘pbwer 
whereby they may opprefs ;. yet, it is incumbent 
on the j&ice of an houfe of commons to r&rain 
fuch opp-e&e power. Bepu,afe, 

. I 

It is more the duty of parliament to pre-- 
vent grievances than it is to redrefs them ; 
it is more compafionate to fave men from 
injuitice than, to relieve them under it; it is 
an happier effe& of law to preferve property 
than to repair it ; it is a nobler a& of jufiice 
to refkraia a crime than to punith it ; and it is 
a more perfeEt conftitu tion of government,. 
under which oppreflion is not pra&icable, 
than that under which it is prafiifed, and mug, 
be punifhed. 

By a paper which 1 have feen, in the 
hands of Gentlemen (fince this bill hath been 
depending) entitled An account of pro@tions 
of the people. called @akers in the feveral 
courts, /ince the feventh and eighth of king 
William the third, Anno 1696, whe# ~be 
Affirmation-A& was obtained, wlkh gave 
jufiices of the prase power to judge of tythe 
demanded zmier llje value of ten pozrnds j 

It appears that there have been, 



In chancery 38 
In the exchequer 78 2 
In the ecclefia- 

fiical courts 269 

&hl the common- : 
Jaw c0ur1ts 59 3 

In ai 

The Qakers add, that ‘ they are very 
* imperfeQ as to the whole number of fui!s 
h brought,,becaufe feveral times fuch fuits were 
* made an end of. in. the country, and no ac;- 
4, count given of them to their meeting ufbfir- 
6 ings; and many times, when ftiends were 
6 difcharged from imprifonments 1c~~ n~sfor re- 
( lief: of infdvend debtors, there were no% ac- 
*. count given ;. and, the like deficiency oftca 
4. happened, when their relations paid to rer 
1. leafe them out. of goaL’ 

They, alledge, ‘ That the demands for 
4 tythe have been innumerable, within forty 
4% years pat.? ; but that the nature of the 
(. profecutions, and fums levied. by them may 
4, be judged of, they have colle&ed forty-four 
c cafes, where-the demand;amount to 188 I;; 3 I. 
4~ &I. and. the fums levied to 225 2 I, 6 s. I o (3, e 

4 4.h 



* One I/sac Avcril was profech?ecI -three 
*-feveral times for three feveral fums amouat- 
( ing to ~9 1. fo& w’hich% he had taken from him 
6 I 87 I, I:O I. 

6 ‘I”helne was one friend a prifoner ten years 
c for forty fhillings. 

c Another, a prirdner four years for- 036 
5 fhiiling . . 

‘ Two,were p&oners fizye years for ~u’e~~~. 
c ihilling% 

‘,One was. a piironer nine years for fIrnaIl 
L tythe. 

‘.‘rhey fin&an account-of fifteen perfons pro. 
4 fecuted for above ten- pounds each.;. 

6. The demands on the whole fifteen being 
Q. 313 1; CJ 5. 6 d. there was taken from them fx: 
4 that demand 1068 1. 7 s. 4 d, 2-q. 



c the value of ten pmds, and the fum levied on 
6 on account thereof, viz. 

i 1. I* d 1. J, a’. 
yames Haviland - 800 o 61 00 0 

7bomas Sirong - IIO 6 15 II 6 

Richard Caj - 013 0 3711 6 
Tbsmas Drape - 41~ I 50 00 0 
Robert Holfiduy - OII 6 60 GO 0 
Henry C#G ke -I 4 6 30 00 0 
J$a h hWiiliums -200 0 30 00 0 
John 7aylor - I 5 8. 44 18 0 
Alexander &b-e -.$ 15 II 
Jevcmiah El/is - boo 0 

87 16 II 

!I 
44 00 0 

George Bewley -;3 10 0.z 93 IO 0 

Sam.Tu(yandT’~ar~r13 2 8 2 75 I 6 0 
William Pearj 12 -$o ‘3 

-+7 
0 2 19 16 0 

Jonathan Peflf$ 0 0 237 'j o 

Daniel Williams 7%~ I 6 I 00 I o 0 

fl-bomus Eliwaod - 012 0 24. 7 6 
Abraham Bu/tfr$ld - 8 0 o 90 o 6 
Roger 7enkins - 014 6 84 IO 6 
Richard A’ez - 115 6 80 0 0 
yl?on2as Jenkinr - I 5 0 67 IO o 
John Tcwnfimd -403 0 ‘;7 14 0 
Francis C’hairxw- 7 16 0 73 0 0 

This is a fpecification of fuits, which the 
ramtry par$n and his coileagues comgfain of9 

as 



as omitted in the caj of ths quakers. I am 
told, that the regifiers of their mceting~ffuf- , 
flr!‘ngs have recorded the cafes at lavgt ; an-d 
that they will inform any gentleman of the par7 
ticulars of their hardfhips ; which I mention, 
becaufe, havingno acquaintance amongfi them, 
I am without fuller information myfelf, nor 
have I applied, where, I believe, I could not be 
refufed ; becaufe, if I knew the exafiefi ftate of 
every cafe, it could not be difcourfed of within 
the extent of there papers, 

The aumber of fuit~ 4x&n fpecified, ths: 
p+20”5, ,the @r@s. and the immenfe dif- 
parity between the demand and fum exa&ed 
i,n fuits for tythe, mufi raife abhorrence i@ 
any cbmpaffronate mind. The‘ fingle article 
of ON E HUNDRED POUNDS takeq, 
for eighteen pence would be jufi provocation, 
for abolishing all the tythes of the clergy, 
if their fuits could not be carried on in more 
humane methods. Such an infignce of op- 
prefion in any civil concern would raife a@ 
infurreaion : and, that men endure it from 
their fpiritual guides, hews the univerfal p& 
fion for an iIJter& in another world ; though, 
the utmofi force of imagination cannot paint 
an H EL L more terrible to our fears, than 
what the cruelty of the clergy daily fets before 
our eyes, 

Im 



2f0 TXe Pillars of I% I E?TCR APT 

In eleven hundred and fifty-three fruits thq 
made two hundred and ainty-two prifoners; 
in fifteen fuits where the claims amonnted to 
313 2. they exaCted 1068 I. which was at 
the rate of one hlrndp-ed pounds for Iefs than 
thirty pounds ; in forty-four fuits where the 
clair.& amounted to 188 1. they exatied 2232 1: 
which was at the rate of one tundrtd paunch 
for little more than $!, and, in twenty-two 
fuits where {he claims amounted to 66 1, 
they exa&d 14841. which was the, rate of 
ltne hundred pounds for MS than four pounds 
fen fiilhgs. Or if we take there eighty-one 
fuits all together, the fums demanded make 
567 I. which compared with 4804 1. the total 
fiim taken, is in the proportion of brie hundred 
pounds levied, for every fum of eleven pmndt 

jiveJJf&qr demanded. 

Compute the medium of the charge in any 
manner it is monflrous and enormous. Suits 
attended with fuch COJ’?S are a fcandal on the 
juflice of the kingdom, not to mention the 
profelfion of the gofpel. And therefore this 
bill, which is deligned to fllorten fuits and 
hit cofls, will vindicate the laws as much as it 
till ea6 the people. 



‘z perfealy agree with the country par/on ia 
‘ this ple4 a That to fecure property is one 
‘ main end of government, and thaz therefore 
* all opinim, afl pra&e~ inconfifient with the 
4 pr&rvation of property, are aIf0 inconfifknt 
6 with government and fociety.’ 

No man can be more tender of property 
than 1 have ever been, and always ihall be. But 
I think, that rhe laity have a property in their 
goods, as well as the clergy in tythe ; 

That nine parIf in tea are a more valuable 
property than o j’ngie tenth can pretend to be ; 

. 

That the property of n tenth ought not t9 
devour the property of all the or&r nina ; 

And, that it is defiru&ive of all property to 
levy fo:~r tbufimd eight hundrt d md four pounds 
on the laity, where the f’um of 567 /. is the 
whole demand of the clergy. 

The rouniry pa~jtl hath a conceit, that th’i 
bill is the only inftance of an application ta 
any government in the known world, to coun- 
tenance an opiniot2 defiru&ivc to the property 
Qf any of the fubje&s, 
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But fureig, if if be his cotxeptioa, he is 
wrong, -vain, and unwarrantable. 

That lands held in mot imain, or that the 
fragnation of properly in dead hands, is con- 
trary to the good of the kingdom, hath been 
the opinion of our pnrliaments, and the principle 
of our laws, ever fince the foundation of this 
government, however defiruEIive it muit be to 
what ch~~chrnen call their property. 

But further, that the Qakers hold themain- 
tenance of the clergy to be antichriflian and+ 
UnreafonablG i6i faQ ; for, * 

That any fee fhould account it a fufficient 
charge upon them tomaintain t.heir own teacher& 
is but reafon : 

And that the Quakers, who pay -nothing 
ttt all to their own teachers, fhould be oblig- 
ed to maintain the teachers of any other fe&, 
is to them not only an hardfhip, but an abo- 
mination. 

Now this which tends to take away the 
maintenance of the priefihood, may to a parfon 
feem very naturally deltru0iv-e of what he calls 
his property. But9 

Becaufe 



- BecauTe the waker withholds* the tad 
which the law goives the parfon a title to, fllall 
he take the other nine which the. law can give 
him no title to ? And, by reafon of a claim of 
3 67 I.. 4 co&me fob , thmfmd . eight hmldred 
asd four punds~ ~5 the Quaker’s fubfiance ? 
And;#more prodigious ! fhall he take an hundred 
ponds for eighfe& pence ? 

I envy the clergy no maintenance which 
the law gives, o& can give them ; but, the 
maintenance of the priefihood ought not to 
devour the fubhce of the whole people 
like the ears of corn in PHAR AOH’s 
D R E A M, that fprmg UP wiihertd, thin, 
a&aJed u&h fhe eafi wind ; and .devour& th;p 

ears that were full and good’: 

I have not contended either for taking 
away, or for making lefs, that maintenance 
which the law allows them. But I have 
always been of opinion, that to afk it from the 
good-will of foci&y, and to take it without 
cruelty or oppreflion, will more firmly efiablim 
their revenues.than the moR arrogant claims of 
dioine-right, or the mofi rigorous meafures of 
ecclefiaftical tyranny. 

I firmly believe, that to feek for no more 
than their due, would be the furefi means of al- 
ways receiving their due; 

6 I have 



I have ever obferved, that the more they 
talk: of their privileges, the lefs other people 

_ think of them : 

And, whatever light I may itand in with 
the rover nd or&t, I believe, I am a better 
friend to their interefts than many of them* 
felves can pretend to be; for fh~y would main- 
tain that exo~ bit ant ufurpation of power, which 
they cannot make ufe of withaut making them- 
&Ives mofi odious; whereas, 1 would di/bbZa 
&hem f&n hutting their: calltng, or the caufe of 
religion, by tyranny or by injuffice. 

I am of opinion, that if the church fhali on 
every ~ccafion oppofe itfelf to the loud. CMW 
pl&t of th. land, and perfifi in there obfiinate 
claims of powers, too heavy to be borne, the 
clergy ~111 make the caufe of the church fuch 
a load updn its f&ods, that the torrent of 
public refentment will ,be firongel than any 
minifier can flem : the pafflons of mankind,un- 
reafonabfy provoked, will not beeafily appeared, 
and though a @roll fucri$e might have con- 
teatzd every one in the beginning, yet when 
popular rage is too far incenftd, B great OTZ~ 
wilt not fatisfy in the end. 

Nothing 
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Nothing lo much calms and fweetens man- 
J&d, as the frank redreIs of a crying grie- 
vance. Any fingle hardfhip generously taken 

away, difpofes the bulk of mankind ro endure 
a thoufand; they are fubdued by- gentlenefs 
and mercy, but grow refliff and- head-ftrong 
under opprefion. 

In all focieties and itates, it is feen from 
the partJ3 p&J to the prince and rultr of the 
country, that he who afks with the greatefi 
moderation, is paid with the greatea libe- 
rali ty. 

I am therefore mofi clear, that the cmwy 
Par/o is an enemy to the inter& of h.$ order, 
by obltinately oppofing that eaIi: which the peo- 
ple aggrieved by tythe are likely to obtain by 
this bill. 

* He rays, indeed, that pafing this bill is 
6 compliance fo the obftinate @alters, W~I 
6 make-them be efkmed as cmfeirors, who by 
6 their iteadinefs have made the law give way, 
‘ and exalted’their mifguided confciences above 
6 the property of their fellow-fubjerts.’ But,., 

May it not be faid with greater truth Z 

That 



That .reje&tixig this &I!, in Compliance to 
the obfiinate clergy, will make them be ‘confi- 
dered as a a dead weight upon the co@itution ; 
which 9 bY its continual obftMXon, keeps 
common jufiice at a itand, and exalts the am- 
bition of churchmen above the rights of their 
fellow-fubje&s, 

Is any property in the kingdom facred from ,I 
regulation befides theirs ? or, is it fit that any 
fllould be Z 

Hath not the wifdom of parliament pro& 
ded laws, for the limitation cf Suits, and for 
the prevention of fr&lous and-ve.Gatious arrejs ? 

Have not a&s been made, to reguIate the q 
courts,,and:ofTicers.of j&ice, to difcharge pri- 
foners for debt, and to reform the @ols ? 
Yet, 

Did any man oppfe there a& by claims 
of &rt,! rig& in the law, and infolqt demands of 
pro@rty,as if the law could itand in obtIru&ion 
to public j&ice, or property in Aany one be a 
reafon for the oppreifilon of all ? 

To adjuit the bounds of property, ind to 
,make the power of every fubjeCt compatible 

with 
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with the fafety of all the refi, are the highelt 
ends of government : 

And therefore aI1 opinions, 211 pra&‘res, 
which tend 10 t’he exemption of any ordek of 
men from public enquiry, or public j&lice, 
are utterly inconfifknt with government and 
fociety. 

IC an order of men have advantages from 
law, which are inconfifient with juitice, ought 
not the law to give way for the free courfe 
of juftice ? Or ou&t the ZegzJ’ative peuw- to 
cxilt in vain ? 

Is it to be a power, which, in anp cask 
having been mifguided to opprefs, fhall for 
ever remain without capacity to right the itn- 
jared luhjekt ? 

If arguments of this fort had prevailed with 
our fathers, we should have continued, as ab- 
iolute bigots and flaves to the church, at this 
hour, as our fellow ch-$ians are in Italy an4 
Spain. 

If arguments of this f&-t prevail for the 
time to come, we ihall never be a&wed to 
re,peal or amend any law beneficial to the 
prieflhood, however grievous to the people, 

Y OL, II. I, Gnce 
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fince the prieits claim a b;rthright in ihe 
luw, to bound the Iegiflative power. But, 

The bill ought to pars, ulere it only for 
the f&e of an example, that it is not in 
the power of a lrritrtd do&lor, by his Zetttrr 

mi@ve fiirring up petitions from every diocefe, 
to intimidate an houfe of commons in a matter 
of this high concern to the juffice of the 
kingdom.- 

If fuch arts are fuccefsful to epcreafe the 
waj’e paper on the clerks table, I hope, a body 
of Engl$ gentlemen will never weigh petitions 
in quantity againfl any bill whatever ; efpecially 
bills for the reformation of the church, againit 
which, they are certain of having as many 
remonfkranqes as there are deaneries, arch- 
deaconries, chapters, colleges, or eccleiiaff ical 
precin&Is in h’ngland, LVafeJ, and the town of 
Berwick upm Tu/‘epd. 

Another reafon that the bill fhould pafs, 
is, that if it PL$, the clergy are d&w to 
hve it made general. 

This feems to be the only equitable pro- 
poficion in the com:ry purfirl’s plea; though 
I have been told, that his brethren wifely 
hope to defeat the bill, by extending the be- 

nefit 
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n&t of it to A L L the people of England! 
But, 

1. cannot believe, that any man living will 
diflike a biil, becaufe he and his friends are 
to fhare the good effe& of it, as well as the 
people cahcd ,5&&-s. 

Nor, will T imagine, that any fet of men 
can be fo dimple, as to be againit this a@ 
for the cafe of the Q_uakers, on account of 
its being Co highly expedient for every one 
elfe. 

T am exceedingly defirous that it may be 
made general ; and that the Comvnittee of tile 
whole bouj may fecure not only the Vu_akers, 
but the whole people of E&nci from ecclefi- 
altical opprefflon. Yet, 

If it fhould pars confined to the Quakers 
only, (which I am credibly informed that peo- 
ple do not defile ;) 

It fhall neverthelefs have my hearty con- 
currence. 

Becaufe, when a law is obtained of fo 
much good to one part of the fubje&s, it will 

L2 be 
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be more eafy to procure the like relief for all 
the refi; and, 

An houfe of commons will have this afi 
of indulgence to build upon, as the foundation 
-of univerfal liberty. For this reafon, 

We ought to favour the Gakers as the 
firfi movers in the cauj efliler~~; and notwitb- 
fianding the unhandfome and unwarrantable 
language which fame of the clergy beftow upon 
this innocent people, 

I will fay what my experience of them 
can juitify, (nor was 1 without a full know- 
ledge of them in the former part of my life ;) 

They deferve proteaion and indulgence as 
much as any part of his majefiy’s fubje&s: 

They are unqueflionably attached to the 
fuccefion in his protrj’ant royal family, and 
zealous in promoting the felicity of his reign : 

They are naturally intereited in the liberties 
of England, as a people whofe religion can have 
no other refuge : 

They are univerfally employed in trade 
and induitry ; they have the fmallefi number 

Qf 
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of members either unprofitably rich, or mi- 
f&ably poor; and, they are the leafi to be 
accufed of luxury, corrupiitn, or L A W- 
S U I T S of any fet of men in the kingdom. 

And, in j&ice to their principfes, 

I have ever thought their religion ;o be 
well deferving of countenance from a free and 
wife government. FOI-, 

ft tends to efiablith no hierarchy, to mo- 
nopolize no property, to invefi no lands in 

ufelefs or dangerous focieties, to form no iate- 

relt feparate from the common good, to detach 
no part of the people from natural induftry, nor 

to enflave any other part by bigotry and blind 
dependence, 

If fame little fingularity in their forms 
may occafion witlefs drollery on their per- 
ions, wife men will excufe them, from the 
good effe&s even of their molt rigid inlti- 
tutions. For, 

By this means they preferve a modefly of 
apparel amongft their people, which no fimp- 
tuary laws that have been made in England 
could produce amongit us; and, a purity of 

1 manners, which chews our I-efarming jcieties 

L3 to 
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to be as defpicable as they are uf&fs, or 
Vdorfe. 

If they are defcribed, by thofe that do 
not know them, as /by and ungraceful in 
their deportment, fo far is it from being true, 
there are not any people in the world of 
snore flowing affability, more focial kindnefs, 
and eafy humanity than many of the Qus- 
ken, who are taxed with fiiffn’efs of behn- 
\i’our by the priefihood; though there is not 
a day of iun-hine, but the pxptl/; image of 
all pizfl-mft may be ken in St. ‘Tcrnrs’s 
Par,-!, clonthed in church-luckram, with thnt 
inf lent pven2ace, and pgzl erleji firml;l.‘,y, which 

wr?uld nor I& move the contempt of n Quaker, 
than the indignation of a gentleman. Lait ly, 

If the Qakers are traduced, by a dcfdming 
pfov, as not regarding th.r duties to G 0 D 
und fbe K I N G, becaufe they will not yield 
tythe to the clergy; 

It may for the conclufion of this dif- 
courfe, be juflly obferved in their fatour ; 
that, 

I. As to their duty to almighty G 0 D, 

Not 



Not conceiving the clergy to have any right 
of maintenance from reafon or revelation, 
this people who do not pay it, are jufiified in 

L refufing it. Eut, 

That the clergy, who whenever they ad- 
minifier the gofpel by deputation, rarely give 
their fubftitute a better maintenance, than any 
gentleman gives to a i’ivery/ircant, 

Shou!d tax the laity, and encumber the 
land, to be mdint:Gnrd in the luxury of lords, 
and the pride of fovereign princes : or, 

Should, in the iultance of every cow//y 
pC+?, think it reafonable to demand in re- 
compence for the cr4re of @II, five times, nay 
frequently ten times, 3s much as any p;~rfou 
alive will pay th&iu tu~ate fur dii;harging the 
office in his ftcad ; 

Ts fuch a contra&&ion, fo full of enormity 
and impoiture, as gives not only every 
Qaker, but every rr~an caufe to conclude, 
that all of the profefion afk more than any of 
them deferve, by thejr own rule of paying 
prieJ7s wages. And, 

2. As to their duty to the K IN G, 

L4 the 



The @akers never were queflioned, tiii 
they were refleCted on by this ccunfry parfajz, 
whofe f~yalty perhaps wants a better argument, 
to convince the world of its /inccricy, than this 
immoderate zeal fir tythe : 

A perfon”, of whom it may be fairly faid, 
becaufe it is notorioufly true, 

That he had fo far abandoned the obli- 
gation of his oaths, as to have no method 
of making the world fufpe& him of ordinary 
cYl~gi~,zc~, but by the moft p+‘t’tuia com!li- 
Or;CCJ.’ and, that he was a J AC 0 BITE 
in a.11 men’s opinion, tiH, as the lowefi im- 
pietnent and mofI officious advocate of COT- 
rupion, he fhewed the Whiggs, that, fervile 
by nature, and venal by profenion, he could 
be the S LA V E of their power, though 
incapable of becoming a profelyte to their 
principles of liberty; and that, he could 
be reconciled to the pe~j~~s of the court, 
though not to the title of a pvote/aet 
fucceffor. 

From luch a man, fuch a charge of not 
regarding duties to G 0 D and the KIN G, 

* ‘The &ra&er of Dr. S,.‘e:i cfi, then b3ho.p of 
Sal~&q, kite cf Lanfih, 

sug ht 
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ought to be confidered as pure defawation 
on the Qakers, proceeding from malevo- 
lence to the rights of all mankind. 

It can make no imprefion WJ their di.L 
advantage ; 

And therefore I humbly hope, t&a& tbg 
bill J?au pa/s, 
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A? B. The Honourable Auditory bef&re 
whom the following krmon was preached, 
having expreffed their mislike, I never 
defigned to have had it printed: but 
fince it is fiolen uncorreAly into the 
world, without my privity, I hope it 
xi11 not be imputed as a crime, that I 
amend the errata of the prefs. 

WILL. STEPHENS, 



THE 

EDITOR 
TO THE 

PREACHER. 
S I R, 

S I N C E the Pvinter informed me, that he 
will make a fecond impreif!on of yo53r 

fermon, I thought it might be fit to offer you 
fame fat.isfa&ion for printing it without your 
confeat. For although I was told, that you 
were obflinate in refufing to. print it, yet I 
thought it might be ufeful to the public, and 
no ways differvicenble to you to publish it. 

Wherefore, having gotten a copy, I gave it 
to a printer, only with this charge, that he 
Qlould make the imprefTion as cheap as he 
could, for as I obfetved, that the preaching of 
it made you fame enemies, fo I concluded that 
the printing of it might gain you Come friends ; 
becaufe the mifreprefentations which were; 
given abroad concerning it would vanifh away. 

IE And 
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And as to the reJeAion which was made 
upon you by a fuppofitiqus clergyman, I ap- 
peal to my Lord Archbishop of Cateterbury, if 
he did not receive fatisfaaion from a worthy 
member of parliament, being a man of un- 
fpotted reputation, that was objeAed againfi 
you by the rej’eh’er as to your flying from a 
f@e&ed prokcution *, was whoily fo$h ami 

~andalous. 

S I R, 

I w;F you wdl, and am youys, &c. 

l ,I-%@-churchmen were b much exaf’perated 
againft the author for this difcourk, that they raikd 
and propagated a shameful lie, of his being obliged 
to fly from .Zh$ol for f3domy. 



‘I’ I T U S III. I.” 

Put them in mind to be Jusjeh to principalities 
and powers, to obey mag$ratesS and to k 
ready to every good work. 

, 0 nnderltand the reafon of this, and T fuch-like admonitions, which fre- 
quently occur in the apoltie’s writ- 

ings, two things may be premifed : 

I. That about the time of our SaViour 
Chrifi, there arofe me J&IS of C&Z&r (who 
is mentioned 45% v. 37.) preaching f&itious 
dofirines to the people, and teaching, (as St. 
Jerom in his comment on my text obferves,) 
That they ought to own no Sovereign Prince, 
but God alone : and if they paid their tythes 
to the priefi, they were difcharged from paying 
tribute to the emperor. And upon this ac- 
count it was (as St. ‘j’erom believed) that the 
Pharr$es aiked otlr Saviotlr that captious que- 
fion, 1s it lawful togive tribute to C+far, or no ? 

Matth, xxii. 17. Now to this account ha- 
$ujus Nicenus adds, that the followers of this 
Judas were very numerous, and called by the 

+ In the firit edition of this volume, I had th? 
misfortune of printing the following difcourfe from 
a very incorreA copy ; but this is printed from the 
true and,genuine copy of the author. 

name 
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name of GAw~J, and commonly looked upon 
as men 31 affe&ed to the Rtman government : 
particularly, becaufe, when they offered facri- 
fice, they refufed to make fupplication for the 
emperor and people of Rome; upon which 
account it is thought that Pi/are, the Reman 
deputy of Judza, came upon them wbiJ/? they 
wtre facr$chg, and putting them to tbe ford, 
mingled their blood With the blood of the /acrzJ%es j 
as you may read., Luke xiii. I. 

And from hence it was, that our Saviour 
Chrifi and his difciples were furpe&ed of fa, 
vouring feditious doarines, beeaufe they came 
out of Galilee, as is obirerved by St. C%ryfo~~mS 
in his twenty-third homily on’ ihe Romanr, 
wherein he faith, that great reports were fprea& 
abroad, as. if the difciples were a faLttious, 
feditious people, and defigning againfi the 
governmenr. It mufi alfo be confefid, that. 
many of the Jew’, who were converted to the 
chriflian faith, were not fufficiently refpefiful f 
TV the higher powers which God’s providence 
had fet over them : for which Mr. C&in gives 
this reafon, Since the powers that w.ere then in. 
being oppofed themieIves to our Saviour Chriit, 
they thought them unworthy of refpe& and 
honour. . 

Now what bath been laid ~concerning the 
Galilean perfuafion, fhews the reaboa. why the 

agofiles 
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apoflles do fo frequently in their letters dire& 
the chrifiian churches to loyalty, or a due 
fubmi%on to magifirates. 

I. To clear themfelves from the falfe and 
fcandalous imputation of having imbibed the 
do&ine of Judas the GaMean. And, 

2. To undeceive all thofe that had been 
perverted by that feditious do&ine. 

II. The fecond thing I would premife, is, 
That about the time when St. Paul wrote thirs 
epiftle, the people of Crete (which was Titus 
his diocefs) were unruly and mutinous. Gro- 
INS Lys, that they were always a faAious 
people ; and for that reafon St. Paul wrote to 
litus, their bifhop, to prrt rbem in mind to bti 

)bjeO to principalities and powers, to obey magi- 
/rates, and to be ready to every good work. 

I, I fhali take occafion from hence, Eirl), 
To make a jufi comment upon the text. 

II. To fet forth the reafons and grounds 
upon which the apofiles founded their do&rim? 
of obedience to civil magifirates. And, 

III. To apply there Seaions in conjunAion 
with the occafion of this day’s humiliation;. 
Ad, 

1. Fir& 
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1. Firit, It may be obferved, that St. Plzul 
does not dire& ‘23~s to teach the doBrine of 
civil obedience as a new thing, but only to 
refresh their memo;-ies therewith, 10 put them 
in mind, &c. For men cannot be fuppoced 
ignorant of the abiolute neceGty of govern- 
ment, to the defence and fupport of focietp ; 
which were, in eEe&, to fu,ppofe, that ‘twere 
better to lead the lives of be&s than men, 
and that the world were willing to lie under 
the continual calamity of war and opprcfion, 
filled only with a rout of fools and madmen. 
7were to fuppofe every fingle peLfon willing 
to expofe himfelf to the uncontrolled world, 
and bid defiance to the unbounded power, 
rage, and malice of mankind. We cannot but 
Eee ourfelves linked together by common wants 
into public foci&es, and that thefe focieties 
cannot fobfiit, unlefi t’hey are upheld by the 
power of government, whore wifdom and 
juitice muff appear’by a due adminiitration of 
good laws : and froth hence we cannot but fee 
a neceffity of principalities and powers, of fupe- 
rior and inferior mug@-ates, without whom 
laws can be neither made nor executed, From 
whence ‘tis very vifible, that fubjeaion to ‘a 
good government ,is as much our intereit as it 
is our duty. This was evident to the’ Pytha- 
gorean fe& of old, who would not ~fi~ffer the 
blood of any creature to be shed for their ufe, 

but 



cd OR?'HODOXY &ken, 235 
but yet allowed the fword of the magifkate to 
cut off malefa~ors, 

The following words in my text, are, P&z- 
cipulities and Powers. Now the word in the 
original dignifying fomething which is ptin~e 
and principal, muft denote the fupreme etI)s- 
bliked power, from whence inferior authori- 
tics are derived, and is the fame with the 
bgller pow:rs men:ioned Ram. xiii, I. But 
becde St. Pad fpeaks of pri~ripalities and 
powers in the pl~al number, ‘tis likely that he 
alludes to the diltinfiion (which was fo com- 
mon among the Romanr) of the greater and 
Jefic powers, the former of which, during the 
commonwealth, were the confuls, pretors, and 
cenfors ; all which powers, in St. Paal’s tim& 
were veiled in the emperor, and made up the 
imperial dignity. The leffer powers were all 
thok derived from hence, and were fuburdinate 
hereunto. And this diitinAion was fo niceIy 
obferved among the Remans, that Julius C&far 
puniked a tribune, becaufe he fuffered himfelf 
to be ffiled one of the higher powers. Suetan. 

But in the text it mufi be obferved, that our 
obedience becomes due, not only to the fu- 
preme, but inferior authorities; for the Cretans;, 

to whom ‘ZEUS preached the gofpel, were part of 
a Roman province, governed by inferior officers, 
deputed from Rome, who were the magiltrates 

they 
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they were exhorted to obey. For though the 

I fuperior and inferior powers differ greatly, if 
compared among themfelves; yet, with refpe& 
to the fubjeAs obedience, they are to be re- 
garded alike ; Co that we cannot wilfully diT- 
obey the inferior, without affronting the fo- 
vereign authority. If then the Cre/a~r would 
obey the emperor , it mufi be by fubmifion to 
the ordinances and officers which he had ap- 
pointed to their ifland ; and if they behaved 
themfelves fuitably to there magiflrates, they 
difcharged their duty to the imperial power 
which deputed them. 

We fee that a large family cannot be go- 
verned by the perfonal prefence of the ma&r, 
much lefs can an empire; fo that there will k 
need to call in to the prince’s afiitance, f&-h 
perfons into whom he may difI’ufe fome meafure 
of his political foul, and thereby unite them as 
members ,to his own body politic ; whereupon 
they are to be treated as the hands, arms and 
eyes of majefty : and hence Titus admonished 
them, not only to be Jbhjd fo principalities and 
powers, but to obey nzq~$lrater. 

II. The fecond thing I propofed to fpexk 
to, were the reafons upon which the apoitles 
grounded their dofirine of civil obedience ; 
which are two : 

The 
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The one is given by St. Paul, who teaches, 

‘That, every j&Z fi.uid be Juct;jeA t3 the higher 
plwrrs, becaufe the mag$+ate is the minij’er of 
God to us ftr good, Ram. xiii. I, 4, 

The fecond reafon is given by St. Ptiter, 
WI& becaufe all governments and governors 
do arife from our own confent, Submit your- 
j&es (faith the apofile) to every ordinance Df 
man, f&r the Lord’s fake, whether it be to the 
king ar fupreme, &c. Where note, That the 
king is called the ordinance, or creature of 
man, becaufe the fovereign power itfelf is 
veRed in men, according to human cornpa& : 
apd from hence our fubjeaion is urged by the 
apofile St. Plter, in his fi;/t Epg/le, fecond 
chapter, ver/ 13. 

I. To begin with St. Paul’s argument, who 
calls magiitracy a divine ordinance, becaufe of 
the excellent ufe of it, whereby good magi- 
Orates refemble the divine power, wifdom and 
goodnefs, in fecuring to all men their rights 
and properties ; in preferving the peace, health 
and fafety of focieties, both with refpeti to 
body and foul. But to be more particular. 

1. Ibe preferaation of property was the f;rJ? 
benejt for w&h maggracy was dejzned. Now 

Froperty is originally attained by the labour of 
either body or mind ; for fuppofing the earth 

to 



238 The Pillars o$ PRIESTCRAFT 
to have been common to its firit inhabitants, 
ir will follow that whoever took the pains to 
cultivate any part of it, and lay up necefiry 
itores for his ufe, had by this his induftry 
made himfelf the true proprietor thereof. 
And could we fuppofe this new proprietor to 
be as well guarded, as that man we read of in 
the Gofpel, who was wel armed, and ReFt h’s 
palace andgoeds in peace, yet it may likewife be 
fuppofed, (as it there follows) that zyaJIronger 
than be fiall come upan trim, he will take Jkom 
him all his armotrr wherein be trzc/led, and divide 
his jjoils. And this uncertain condition of 
property ihews the reafon of men’s uniting 
into focieties, and fetting -up forms of govern- 
ment, which is for mutual defence and prefer- 
vation of property : and that, not only for the 
benefit of the prefent po&Kors, but of future 
generation& So that, what becomes a man’s 
own, either by labour, gift or purchafe, may ’ 
with fafety be enjoyed by himfelf, and alfo 
conveyed down to his polIerity. 

2. Life and limbs are ours by the gift of 
God, And there properties are liable to be 
invaded and defiroyed : though they cannot 
(like other goods) be transferred to the ufe of 
the fpoiler. And fince there is fo much vari- 
ance and malice, pride and itrife among man- 
kind, what ill offices may not one man appre- 
hend from another ? But when dei)ru@-: 

malice, 
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mlice, a fiend of hell, ihall transform itfelf 
into an an@ of Iight, and perfuade men that 
they are then infpired with the fpirit of God, 
when they are poffeged by the Apolly:n, the 
great enemy snd deflroyer of mankind, when 
under the pretence of. religion itfelf, men hall 
exert their fharpefi malice, not only again0 
the pof&eEqns and liberties, but againit the 
lives of one another ; how great need is there 
of the magifirates interpofing power to difarm 
them of their fpiritual as well as carnal weapons 
of warfare, to take away the ball of contention 
from among them, and the power of evil-doing 
from all contending parties ? And, 

3. In this the magiitrate is God’s miniff er 
to us for good, not only with refpeA to the 
preiervation of our liberties and lives from de- 
flrucftion, but of our fouls from fin ; for whilfi 
this jurt liberty, this natural right of worihip- 
ping God, according to that knowledge he 
hnth given us , is fupported by law, no man is 
forced into hypocritical compliances, contrary 
to the dire&ion of his confcience, but every one 
may worfhip the One True God in finglenefs 
of heart ; whereas on the other hand, if in 
matters of religion, force be fuffered to take 
the place of reafon, all religions will be alike, 
and (as colours in the dark) undifiinguilhdble. 

And 
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And although the magiitrate can be rf ow no 
divine grace upon the fouls of men, yet whillt 
by punifhing vice, immoral prafiices are re, 
fiained, he prevents the overflowing of fin in 
a land. And if ceafing to do evil, be one 
ftep towards learniog to do well, whilft the 
civil powers reftrain us from immoralities, they 
turn us out of the broad way of perdition intb 
the paths of righteoufnefs and peace. 

From hence then it appears, that ihey who are 
wanting in hir fubm@on and aJfj?ance to Ihe 
civil min$ry of God, are fal/L‘e to their own 
iutuej?, as well as lhat of their poflerity. 
Whereas on the other hand, he who is ready 
to every goad war-K which may fupport this 
divine miniflry to us for good, will be fur-e, 
in the performance of his duty, to find his 
account. 

Let us then take a view of our goods and 
chattels, houfes and lands, wives and children ; 
let us confider the blefings of health, fafety 
and liberty: let us think how to preferve our 
hves from deitruAion, our fouls from fin : 
whether we eat or drink, or fleep or wake, 
or whatever we do with comfort or fafety, 
we hereby dikover our continual obligation to 
the good magifirates care over us, whereby . 
we are pur in mind to Ee/ubje&T, &c, 

P. The 
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2, The other reafon of fubmifion given by 

SL Peter is, becaufe all gov?mments and governors 
ar;/- from the peoples confent. They are the or- 

* dinances and appointments of men, the crea- 
tures of human cornpa& For we do not find 
thclt God did appoint any form of pcliticalgovern- 
ment for a pattern to be folhw~d by any jhiety 
now in being upua the earth. We fee no fuch 
rule in the book of nature ; nor do we read in 
fcripture of any particular polity prefcribed to 
all, or any people, now imbodied in the world. 
We read there, that ail governments and go- 
vernors are appointed by God’s providence, By 
me kings reign, &c. But we find no particuldr 
adminiftration, no particular family, or fingle 
perfon, now in being, ordained to government 
by divine precept : but each magi&-ate and 
magiltracy is left to the ordinance and appoint- 
ment of thofe men who have joined themfelves 
together in fociety. 

The great variety we fee in civil government, 
hews, that thq are all the e$eL?s of human con- 
trivance, and /iriled to the feveral intereJls of the 
r:fpeL?ive f cieties : thus the ancient charter of 
the neighbouring city *, containing all thofe ufe- 
ful and necefTary powers, by which To great a 
body is governed, Was it not the wife contri- 
vance of their ancefiors Z And did it not re- 
ceive its efiabliihment from the principalities 

v 0 La IL M and 
Lonthn. ‘ 
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and powers of the realm ? the great charter of 
the realm itfelf is no more than the wife or& 
nance of our forefathers : and the dates of its , 
royal confirmations are itill remaining among 
US. And as kveral fmaller focieties have their 
free cuitoms diEnEt from one another ; fo ia 
different nations there are various lodgments, 
even of the fovereign power, which appear to 
be the efE& of free-will ; becaufe in every 
rational governmeut, Comething may be o$- 
ierved which is peculiar an4 diAiogoi4ling. 

Furthermore, have we not feen the forms of 
government, even in the fame nations changed 
from what they formerly had been ? as in 
Sweden, France, and Denmark. And have not 
our eyes beheld of late years, the legal form of 
the &n&5 monarchy degenerated into tyranny, 
and again recovered, through God’s blelIing, 
together with the courage and conduo of 
the man of his own right hand, who by re- ’ 
itoring our ancient liberties, juitly recom- 
mended himfelf to the imperial crown of this 
realm by the free coafent of the people ? 

Nor was it otherwife of Qld, when M$s 
was by meeknefs and miracle recommended of 
God to be the father of his country. For tho’ 
by a divine power he wrought out l&rZ’s de- 
liverance from Egypt by condutiing them into 
the wildernefs, yet there was no form of go- 

vernmen t 



‘aernment efiabliihed among the tribes till 78th~ 
made a viGt to his Conein-law Mofes, to w&p&! 

counfel it was owing that a found polity was f&t 
up in the land of 1frczeL For in&ad of t&e 
whole burden of the government lying tipor 
M$s, which Jdhro told him was not gwd, 

‘he direas him ts pz-ode out of all the people, 

sovetoz#ne/s, and place f&ch over thdm to be rziterr 
over thouja~~ds, rulers of hndreds, rrrlers of,r;f- 
ties cund ~ulrrs of tenj ; and let them judge th 
pop!! at allfigonr. And it J?uz& be (faith Jetbn) 
that every gre# matter they fiall bring wato thee, 
ht every/ma/I matter they@all judge, Exod. xvik 
17, 21, 22. Thus the burden of the ~$44 
government should fit eafy upon the governors5 
and the people should receive a quick difpatcla 
of their affairs. 

Mfes (as you read) follows this advice, anh 
joins himfelf wfth the tribes of @ad ia the 
choice of perfons fit for this adminiltration, as 
will appear by comparing the 25th verk of 
the forecited chapter with the fit3 chapter of 
,Deuteronom~. In the former ver’fe we read that 
Mo&~hofe able men out of Hi-ate1 and made them 

heads over the people. But the latter place lhews 
that the people’s cqnfent was had in the etecd 
tion of thefe officers. For fo &‘$s repeats th? 2 
circumfiances of ‘that afiion, 35cuf. i. g, WC. 
AHd I/paks unto pou at that time /byilpg, I m 



244 The Pillars o$ PRIESTCRAFT 

not able to bear you my/elf alone, &c. take ye 
therefore wife men and undkrr/landing, and known 
among your tribes, and I will make them rtllers 
ocer ycu. From hence it appears, 

I. That the old confiitution of </?~ei’s 
government, was the contrivance of Jethro an 
Heathen, and the magiflrates who were in the 
adminiftration were chofen by the joint confent 
of MO/es, and the people. And, 

2. That no one perfon, though never fo 
able, Co wife, and valiant as Mufees, is fufficient * 
to govern a nation without the advice and joint 
nffiltance of inferior magiftrates. Much lefs 
fuch a man who hath no pretence to the fpirit 
and charaLter of this divine legiflator. 

It has been ‘thought by Come, that a great 
conqueror might form a civil government in a 
conquer’d nation, without the confent of the 
people by the fole power of his own will. 
And fuppofe it were fo, then that government, 
would be an human ordinance, becaufe the 
conqueror is but a man. But I deny it to be 
pofible for any conqueror, though never fo 
great, to make himfelf a king over any people 
without their confent. For to let pafs wha: 
our hifiorics tell us of thz cnpit ations which 

“r followed the rcfpeLOrive conquefi o the Saxons, 
CJKLS, and iVo:n~i;zs, before they ereAed any 

form 
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form of government in this land. Let US CUP- 
pofe that a great general, with a powerful 
foreign army, (hould fo far over-run a nation 
that the people thereof could not be able to 
make any confiderable rcfiitance; in fuch a 
cafe the relations of Zul-d and /?aue are a&ally 
introduced by the conquefi. The conquerors 
are lorA and the natives /70vrs : but then this 
fiate is a ftnte of war itill, but no political or 
civil coniti tu tion. The abfolute lord and his 
Jlave are as yet, upon no civil terms with one 
another, no obligations have as yet pa&d be- 
tween them, but they are both left to their 
own wills ; and if the lord may take away the 
life of his flave, the flnve is under no obligation 
of dealing otherwife with his lord. So that if 
this great general intends to rule in peace over 
the conquer’d people he will find himfelf con- 
ftrained to enter into fame terms of compati 
mirh them, upon which they are willing to 
accept him for the head of their government, 
and oblige themrclves to obey him. But put 
the cafe that a nation, to avoid prefent de- 
IIru$ion, would confent to make themfelves 
legal flaves, this can no more oblige them than 
an honefi man is bound to keep prom% with a 
barbarous highwayman ; for iniquity cannot be 
eitablilhed by a law, much lefs can it bind 
pofierity, of whore lives and liberties they had 
no right to difpofe. And confequently, they 

M 3 may 



zq5 Se Pillars of PRIESTGRAFT 

juftly reftore themfelves to a itare of free&m, 
whenever they are able, 

And if a mighty conqueror cannot attain a 
civil polvcr over a coquer’d people without 
their conknt, how thall he obtain it over his 
swn conquering nation, withour their free 
concurrence ? Did this vi&orious people leave 
their native country, with all the liberties they 
enjoyed therein, to folioW their chief into a 
foreign land, wherein they hoped to find a 
better fettlement for themfelves and pofierity 5 
would they indure al2 the hardAGps of war, 
and by their fweat and blood purchafe an in- 
tire conqueit that they m’ight be reduced to 
the miferable condition of the conquer’d people? 
that is, to become flaves to their general. 1 
allow, that this chief may by the help of his 
own people, make himfelf owned by the con- 
quered upon advantageous terms. But bp 
wh;rt invifible power &all he gain to be (I wiIf 
sot ray abfolute maiter but even) the civil head 
over his new fettled colony ? It can be nothing 
elfe but their own free confent which can invei) 
him with a political headlhip over them. 
And then, how great reafon have they to pay 
a due fnbmifflon to that ordinance which them- 
delves have rfiade, and to Submit to principalities 
and powers which were their own appointmens, 
snd for their own benefit ? 

IX Haeiug, 
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III. Having thus fet forth the apoRolicaI 
grounds of civil obedience, I crave leave to 
make fome improvement of them: firit by way 
&general application, for to i&it on the difmal 
effe& of this day’s tragedy (with which you 
have been annually acquainted all your lives) 
would be fuperfiuous labour. And therefore I 
fhall rather endeavour 10 ofir fame rautio~~r 

whicll muy proLaL+ preuext the IIke miJbi;f~ fol 

the fu!ure. But, 

JJ. The apofiolical reafons of obedience 
being duly conlidered, may ferve to allay the 
&CS and jealoufies of fame good men, who 
h‘lve conceived, that a national government 
hath not Co fure a foundation as is necefiry, if 
it be only bottomed upon human compG& : 
becanre mens minds being fidbjeti to frequent 
alterations, all governments will, w they think, 
be vrry unfteady. 

And it muit be acknowledged, that in all 
dubious matters, wherein the judgment cannot 
come to a determination, the minds of men 
will be unfettled. So likewife in irnaller mat- 
ters, fcarce worthy of ferious deliberation, 
men will a& di&rently. Nay, in matters of 
moment, fame men may fuffer themfclves to be 
carried away by unaccountable cnpricio’s: but 
yet none of there things can any, ways endanger 
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a confiitution CettJed 
before mentioned. 

upon the foundations 

Fir)‘, Becaufe a good government is a matter 
of fo neceffary importance, that no man in his 
wits can doubt, whether he fhall concur to its 

fupport or not. And 

Secondly, The cunpah’ by wh’ch all goz’tknorr 
dye i,ztrodured, is ever?noreJolemn am? de?ibera.+e ; 

und at/ended wi:h theJrovgr/i7 tye to the/bvereign 
power by whilh ‘tis po#Ue for a mm to t.atlyy 

tl,e[oleu.n obl;kations he ths contr&d. For fuuch 

a bond is, The oath of the Lord; by which the 
allegiance of the fubje& is confirmed. And if 
a deliberate compafi, freely entered into, upon 
the wifefi and itrongefi motives of advantage, 
confirmed by foolemn oaths and promifes, be 
not a fufficient efiabliihment, ‘tis hard to fay 
what is fuch. And notwithflanding fome men 
may fuf-&r themfelves to be carried away from 
a ufeful and neceifary efiablifilment, by rea- 
iouings contrary to the general ftream of a 
nation, it cannot be prefumed that the number 
and abilities of fuch men will ever be fufficient 
to unhinge any tolerable adminiftration of a 
government thus efiablilhed. 

Indeed, nothing but an abfolute necefity, 
and fuch as is vifible in an extraordinary man- 
ner, will be effeaual to work a change in any 

fettled 



249 
Ikttled confiitution, fuch an one, as renders 
mankind fully fatisfied, without the leafi re- 
maining fcruple, that the government then in 
being, is not the ordinance of God to them 
for good. 

2. From what hath been faid it alfo appears, 
7hat no man’s pretence to the member-+ of any 
pure apoJolic church, can excuJe, much lefs war- 
rant his d~$af&ion to that government which 
God’s providence and man’s con/;ent have fet ovtr a 
people for their good, 

I fpeak this to take away that fcandal which 
fome have endeavoured to fix upon the church 
of England; as if ke had laid any obligation 
upon her fans, in oppofition to the prefent 
confiituticn : whereas the contrary truth is felf- 
evident. For does not our church, in her@h 
article, receive all the books of the New Tefla- 
ment, as they are commonly recrived, and ac- 
count them canonical ? Is not my text pnrt of 
that canon Z And are not all our bikops and 
clergy thereby obliged, as much as Titus was, 
to put their hearers in mind of their fubjtd’F2’iun 
to princi$w!i:ics andpowevs ? Or cnn we prctcnd 
to be members of an apoflolical church, if we 
carry ourfelves nn&emly toward fuc:! a govern- 
ment, whore adminiltration diretily ten<!\ to 
our common good, and was alCo our own ordi- 

nznce 



nance. and a’ppointment,, which are the apofim 
i-kg1 rcafons of civil obedience ? 

Ffpeak not this, as if by virtue & &e ml& 
nifierial’ fun&ion we catrId pretend to pr&ribe 
f&ms of civil government to nations, to- de- 
tcrmine the, regst& of princes, or the fubordi- 
aate powers of inferior mag$Irates. The baok 
ojf GOJ does not furCih us with abilities for;” ’ 
&is work,. much I’efs require it of us. It in- 
jGno- us to .make peace among our neigbbours, , 
by ende,avouring to incline men9 minds to a: 
peaceable temper ; but it does not enable us to. 
judge uhe leaft point 06 legal right which is in? 
co~t~ov4dy bet,waen them; much I&. aloes it 
teach us to determine the rights,. titles or 
powers of princes and magifirates; but yet its 
enjains us- to p& men uh milsd. t&:/u ready to every 
gooh work, which may contribute. to fupp,ort a. 
good government, 

S‘hirdly, From the do&ine already fet forth, 
in conjunQion with the misfortunes of that 
fovereign prince which we are this day caLed, 
to remembrance, arifeth matter, of> caution to. 
two forts of people, 

Fir-, To all thofe who have the honour to 
&are the public adminifiration, that they make 
ir their,equal care that the government which, 
at prefent we enjoy, may be always iho mini,hy 
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of God to uJ)r good. For fuchan adminiff ration ) 
applies the text in the mofi fenfible manner,. 
convincing every one that he ought to be fubje# 
to principalifies and powers, to abey magijhter, 

and to bs ready to every good work, ’ 

It is well known, that the cbara8er of al 
good prince is railed fo high in theHoly Scrip- 
ture, that fuch are called Gods upon earth; to. 
admonish them of that continual overflowing 
kindnefs, that univerfal beneficence, that tender 
care and. concern for their peoples welfare, 
whi& tbei~ high of&~ requires. And from. 
the Scriptures we are alfo informed, that the 
kind provideaces of Cod are immediately con- 
veyed to men by his holy angels,. who are 
therefore called m+?ring fjirits, Hebrews i. I 4. 
and are mofi efpecially employed in works of, 
deliverance.. By their means Lot was delivered 
out of Sgriom, /+ac from the arm that was. 
fir-etched forth to make him a ficrifice, @aelI 
was conduCked throtrgh the wildernefs to Ca- 
naan, Elijah delivered from famine, and at lafi: 
carried from earth to heaven. By their means 
Daniel was delivered from the lions, and the. 
three ljaeh’tes from the fiery furnace. There 
were the heralds who fixfi publifhed, the re- 
demption of the world by our Saviotsr Jef’us 
Chriit, who likewife delivered Peter from his 
&ins, Paul and Silur from their imprifonment. 
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Whereby a pattern is fet up to the minijry of 
a great and good prince ; who are hereby di- . 
refited to cultivate and adorn that deliverance 
which their Great iMaj’cr hath wrought out 
for his people. 

Fir-, By the being meffengers and pro- 
moters of thofe methods which may for ever 
hereafter fecure our liberties from danger of 
rellpfe. 

S~cotod+$, By a diligent avoiding of all th& 
methods by which the glory of former princes 
has been eclipfed, and the hearts of their 
people alienated from them. 

The fubordinate miniitry is the vifible ma- 
jeity of the king, whereby he is made known 
to his people, and more efpecially in time of 
peace ; for, though during a war, the perfonal 
courage and conduCt of a great prince is made 
very pubiic, whilfi his perfon is expofed, to 
the view of multitudes ; yet when peace hall 
reflore him to a more private Rate of life, his 
perfonalendowments, though never fo illuitrious 
in themfelves, cannot become vifible to the 
body of a people, any other way than by the 
conitant care and condufi, the great diligence 
and public fpirit of thofe to whom he hath 
committed the truit of his people’s welfare : 
The want af this neceffary concern for putifc 
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good, did, in fome meafure, afifi in bringing 
on that tragical fcene, which is this day com- 
memorated. As ‘tis commonly feen, that men 
in a private condition of Jife are reduced to 
great miferies, by the male adminifiration of 
thofe to whom they had committed their pri- 
vate trufls. 

But when a public min$-y fhall join together 
hearts and hands, only to promote the prrG/ic 
r,~aZ, without the leafi defign of warping the 
prids favcur towards any one party of men, 
which like the light of the fun, and breathings 
of the air, is defigned for common comfort and 
refrefhment, no jealoufies, fears or difaEe&ions 
can arife; ‘twill then be impoifibie for the mofi 
wicked and malicious to difiurb the public 
ptace, but the king’s throne will be eJabIi_Fed 
in I ighteouj’keJss, and the voi$e of the peqUe will 
be, 0 king live for ever. 

Secmdly, A fecond caution affe&s all thofe 
who are concerned for the body of the teopje, 

that they Iet flip no opportunity wherein public 
advantages are offered to them, The fupreme 
magifirate is the greatefi nzint~rr of God to US 

fir gcod: but God himfelf is not wont to en- 
force his kindnefs upon us ; but expeAs aur own 
conrcrr’renie for cur own behoff: and when a gra- 
cious prince fia!l make it appear, both by 
words andfaQ that he cannot have any&wate 

intereJ 
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i&e@ from that of his peopk ;% when he ihews 
himfeIf ready to every good worR which is eJefmed 
he&at to his people j though his compliance. 
&herewith may be complicated witfi fame cir- 
cumfiances of felf-denial, ‘should be a matter 
of Cad refleoion, if t-he public weal kould not 
be improved 15p the advantages which fo good 

and gracious an inclination allmini/efs untg tl$. 

AD unanimous confent in any matter of partblic 
bgnfj?r will certainly procure it. %I Rntw what 
is good for us, is ta attah ia 

There is a% one rule which ow Saoiour 
ChriR has left with us, tending to the im- 
provement of knowledge, which when reduce& 
to pm&ice, will fufEr no man to be ignorant 
of what is gtod and j?t to be done; ‘tis only to- 
carry a /;n& ep about us, according ro what 
a% faigicf, A&lib. vi. 22,. %‘%s Lgbt G/ the body is 

fh eye, ff t&w-efore three eye be jhgh, thy Whole 

hd’ &ad be Jud of hght : if the eye of a man, 
be carried on Gngly (without any biafing 
a&&on) toward either public or private good, 
he will certainly difcover the good which he 
looked for. But if in the fearch after public 
weal, any private by-ends be aimed at ; if a. 
private love to ourfelves, or a particular re- 
fentment againfi any pe?Jns or parfies, ihaL 
over-rule; if either the admiration or difefieem> 
of others, fhall incline men to refufe pod pro- 

vfjh3~, or embrace jljjicihus propa/ais; if any 
thing 



t&kg befides C+ Jincered dejhe to promote the pub- 
lic Poeal, fhall bear Clay in a paClic caanciJ, ‘tis 
no Orange thing if darknej ihall be called light, 

uld light darkne/l.. 

It maraH& EW obkr&, tkWamatug8: t#c 
many qualifications which have recommended 
our holy religion, no one has more forced its 
way among lerious and confidering men, than 
Its being Jo adm+ab/Y adapted to the happhej of 
mankind, and the gcod of J&iet!es. 

Unbelievers have denied its mirmhs,. a& its 
mflfries have been difputed and derided by 
Jeptical and prqane men. But the greatefi op- 
pokers of the chrifiian name, can neither deny ’ 
rjor difpvlte the real tendency of meeknefs,. mu- 
deration, punfiualjuflce, and univttr/al good-w&, 

to make men live well one with another, doing 
to others as we would have thm to do to us, and 
louhg our very, enemies, leave no room either for 
private oppreflion, or public difturbance. The 
fpirit of this religion will not fuffer us to per- 
petuate animofi ties, or carry on rufpicions too 
far : to think that men who have once been ia 
the wrong, can never be convinced, never re- 
pent of their errors : ‘twill fuffer no fufpicions. 
to hinder from a due confideration of any pro- 
tofils in behalf of public gr;od, from whatever; 
quarter they may come : where thejqle eye is 
&us dire&ted in a arait line towards the public 

3: WflJ1, 
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weal, the whole Sody of fuch a council will be 
fz& of Zkht, whereby they will certainly dif- 
cover the things which belong _ to our peace. 
There things can never be hid, when a prince 
and people are thus in quefi of them, 

God forbid therefore, That this day offi- 

Zemn humiliation fiould be made ufe of to jlatt<f 
princes with notions of arbitrary phwev, by draw- 
ing any conclu$as from the ancient gov,rnmcnt of 
God’s pecu?iar p&e, which may coZour over 

modern tyranny *. 

God forbid ! That the Roman imperial 
. power in the hands of Claudius or Nero, 

should be owned as God’s miniftry, under 
which the apofiles of ChritIS fuffered martyr- 
dom. To entertain people with the melan- 
choly thoughts of fetters and chains, which 
when laid upon them by ill pr’mces, yet they 
mufi not endeavour to remove under penalty 
of eternal damnation, tends only to exafperate 
human nature, and make way for fuch another 
day of humiliation as that we are now cele- 
brating : which, may divine goodnefs, for ever 
prevent ! God forbid, that this day fhould be 
made ufe of to continue hears and animofities 

* From the beginning of this paragraph, to the 
end of the krmon, the:e appears the mafirrly hand 
of Mr. Trenchard, the author’s friend, who wrote 
this flining conclufion. 

8 among 
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among us, which ought long fince to have 
been buried in oblivion. Efpecially when the 
tragical fcene of this day, was not then the afi 
of the whole nation ; and fe_w fpe&ators of it, 
fcarce any a&ors in it, are now remaining. 

But fince the condition of the great& men 
upon earth is fubjefi to fuch fit& c@@?rcphrs, 

as that was which this day brings to mind; I 
cannot but lament the unhappy fate of thofe 
princes who are born in purple, and bred in 
I uxury ; encompaffed with flatterers, and fo 
intoxicated with the gaudy ornaments of power, 
as to forget the end for which they were ele- 
vated, and made gods upon earth. They little 
confider that this greatnefs is fupported by the 
inheritance of the gentleman, the hazard of the 
merchant, and the fweat of the labourer ; who 
readily contribute out of their fmall frock to 
fupport a government they themfelves have fet 
UP* Who are contented to part with their 
natural liberty to thofe who formerly (it may 
be) were their equals, for their common good 
and prote&ion ; which is the only end of go- 
vernmen t. A due reRe&,ion hereon would 
make them fir-it of all adore the goodnefs of 
God whore providence’ hath fo diflinguilhed 
them, and alfo love and cherik that fociety 
of men, who bath raifed them to Co high a 
fl.at)on, and fubmitted themfelves and their 

for tunes, 
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fortunes, in a great meaSure, to their dif- 
cretion. Then tbc world would fee the befi 
men in the highefl places, fenates in authority, 
magifirates in eiteem, and the temple of virtue 
the only pairage to that of honour. Am- 
bition and corruption will be out of counte- 
nance, and the world will triumph in an nn- 
didturbed felicity. The prince will be happy 
in the reverence and &tern of his people, and 
the people Gfe in the generofity of the prince. 

All this and more we may expe& from his 
majrffy’s rnofi happy reign, who was nor (like 
others) nurfed up in flattery, but tafted earfy 
of the cup of afRi&ion, that his greatnefs 
might be owing to his own courage, virtue 
and integrity, and not the uncertain gift of 
fortune. Wife by nature, improved by early 
adverfity, and confiimmated by long experience 
in al’l the paths of greatnefi i a prince loved’ 
and obeyed ky his own fubje&, honoured’ 
by his allies, dreaded by his enemies, and will 
be admired by Iate poiterity. 

Nor do I here in fiit upon his great perform- 
ances in the art of was, in which other princes 
have had their fhare, and are often themfelves 
the wretched trophies, ere&ed upon the tears 
‘of miferable men. But in his early years, to, 
reflore his native country, and fince that, the 
liberties of three mofi potent nations, ai-e 

glories + 



glories peculiar to hi&If, and cannot be 
equalled by the exploits of the mofi renowned 
cmefs, either of the AJjrian, G’rrcian, or Roman- 
monarchs And to confummate all the felicity 
t,hat can happen to mortal man, it hath been a 
particular honour referved by -providence for 
him alone, that as wherever he fet his foot, 
f&very fled before him like a phantom, fo in 
his dominions and under his protefiion, are 
ahoofi all the remains of liberty now known in 
the world. 

Not’ that T fpeak &is, or any thing elfe T 
have here raid, for your information, (for I 
know from wh,at hortoupabh ufimbly I ought to 
receive initrufiion) but as m)t text dir&d; 
me, f4)P your rcmkmbranec, 
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The foflowhg advmtifcmt, prefixed to thle 
original edition, is here prekrved. 

7 iiE ai,thor of this a’~$courSp has been credibb in. 
h .formed, that fame per-ens bofb f9rmery t21.d late&, 

me wrote eithrr at, a+ a&jut ha-01 foacz biq ; 
(be carPRot well tell ru;h~t) in tbe common neq.w-pqer.i, 
whch he does not ofren read. He threfbre, takes thrs 
opppwtlrnity to u&e the I/t/rritev of that rank, and in* 
that firm, once for a/!* that they may Jhnd,r hm as ~ 
Zurvb 0J rbey pleuff, without &J n~licr, and, Tery 
ptobabb, rLLtirtho~t his K8lmuleBge, Bnt tJ any fiev-on 

-of common fenfe and common honeity, ).5& con- 
defcend to animadvert in a difficnt ~$a?, upon my 
fhisg which be has puh~z$vd, be mzy depend upan ha%- 
izg aN proper regard/be-an to him. 
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additiorzs. It c’s bq~d that but few wjll think the 
fid&jeD tif it an impr+r one to le dycour/dm in I&T 
pu#it, under a nlrtion that tht is preaching politics, 
iu$‘eaa’ of CHRIST. HOWWW, to remove all 
prejudices of thirfirt, I beg b rn~y be rememhred, 
that 4L allJcri~:ure-is proy%aGZe fh- doArinf, for 
repro/f, for CORRECTlON, for ,i@ru&ioa 
in righteau/;eJ *. ” bvx?ly, then fioldd nof tbofe 
purts of /;.riptuYe, whh? relate fo chit gdverntnent, 
be exarniwed and explained from the de@, as well 
as &et-s ? Obedkzce to tbtz civil mrPgQ%ate, is a 

chrz$‘ian duty : and sj’fo, why /fhouZd not the ‘iia- 
turc, grounds and extent of it be con/%dered in a 
cbr$Jiarr aJembJy ? Be/ides, ;f it be said, that it is 
out cf charaLTer for a chri$an n&@er to meddle 
wicbJ% a fubjefl, this cenfure will at Zq? faU 
ypoi the h0Zy Apaches. They wrife upon it in their 

ep@Ces to chr$ian churches : and furely it cannot 

Be deemed either criminal or impertinent, to atiempt 
an explanation of their doBrine. 

It was the near approach of the ‘I’hirtieth of 
January, that turned my thoughts to this J&!&D : 
an which folemnity the flavith doh’r ine of pafive obe- 
dime and n6n-rej/lance, is often warm/y aJerted; 

* z Pet. iii. 16. 
and 
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and the dY&nters from the e/abJfied church, re- 

~+h&d, not on+ as fchifrnatirs, (w&A more of 
triumph than of tru:h, and of choler than chriJ% 
anity) but a@ as perfons of feditirus, traiterour 
and rebellious principles-GOD be thankrd o&e 
may, in any part of the Britifh dominions, fpeak 
free4 (17 a decent regard be paid to thofe in au- 
thority) both of government and religion ; and 
tven give fame broad hints, that he is engaged on 
the/de of liberty, the BlBLE and common fen/e, 
in oppojtion to tyranny, PRIEST-CRAFT and 

non-fenfe, withut being in danger either of the 

Edlile or the Inqui fition :-Though there will al- 
ways be iome intereJed politicians, contra&d bi- 
gots, and hypocritical zealots fcr a party, to take 

oyj’ence at /ilch freedoms. Their ceqh-e is pralye : 
Their palye is infamy-AJpirit of dmination is 
always to be guarded agciinj both in chum cb’and 

jafe, even in times tf the greaieJ27 fhrity j fuch 
as the ptefent is among/i7 US ; at ZeaJ as to the 
Ialter. TboJe nafians who ar’e mw groani’ng under 
the iron fceptre of tyranny, were once free. So they 
might, probabb, have remained, by a feqliinable 
precaution again/ defk otic meaJures. C.$il tyranny 
is u/ually fmalf in its beginning, like g6 the drop 
~6 of a bucket*,” ti!l at length, iike a m2bty tor- 
rent, or the mighty raging of the fea, it bears 
down all before it, and deluges wb;Ie countries and 
smpires. Ths it: is as to eccleJa/ical tj7-nnny a&h, 

* Ifaiah xi. 15, 
-t e h 
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--the moJ cruel, intolerable and impiouc, of aqy. 
From fma II brginnhg c, 66 it exalts it/;& above aI1 
‘6 that is called GOD and iha! is wo jh;pped*.” 
People have no /;c.w i/y again/ behq rrnmerrl’fu’b 
priefl-ridden, birt 1y keeping all imperious &:I- 
SHOPS, and ot4er CLERGYMHV who IGVE io 
‘: lord it otler G:d’s l;et i:age,” -fryrn gelhug their 

foot info /he itirrup at al’. Let them be once/oirly 
mounted, and tteir u be@, the lai y t,” May 
prance and flounce about to n3 pur~~/se~: an.1 thy 
wi.1, ai length, be /; jaded anri hacked by tht+ 
rez erznd jockies, fhat they uill not even have 
fpirits enough to cotnplain, tht &e!‘r backs are 
galled ; or, lz’ke B&am’s afs, to 4‘ rebu.Je Ihe 
Lb madnt?/s cf the Prophet $.” 

6~ The,myJiry of inipiiy began ZQ work 11” even 
in the days of fame of the opaJtreeJ. But the king- 
d:m cf An&hi/t was tken, in one refjefl, like 
the kingdom of heaven, however d$rerlt in ail 
o,hers.-It was “ as a grain of muJlard feed 4.” 
This grain was/awn in Italy, that fvuitful~eld : 
And tho’ it were CC /eaJjr of all Jetds,” it jon ho- 
came a mighty Gee. It ha4 Img /ilIce overfpread 
aed darkened thegrcate) part of Chriflendom, fo 
that we may appIy to it what is /bid gf the trfe 
whih Nebuchadnezzar/trw in his VIJ?O~-~G 7% 
“6i heiibtb thereof reached unto heaven, and the 
cc j -1 bt thereof to the en i of all the earth-A,$ 

* 2 Thef. ii. 4. f- Mr. LeJze. $ z Pet. ii. 16. 
1 z Thef. ii. 7. + Mat, xii]. 3 I. 

v 0 L. II. N Gc 7HE 
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hc THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD bavcfia- 
hb dow uncftr it.” TJranny trings ignorance and 
brutality along with it. It degrades men from 
their juq? rank, into tb.e class of brutes. It dun@ 

their hirits. It /uppre@s arts. It extingu@es 
every Jpark of noble ardor and genero/ity in the 
brea/s tf tbofe who are enyaved by it. It makes 
natural’b/r ong and great minds, feeble and little ; 

and triumphs over ibe ruins tf virtue and buma- 

nity. 7bis is true of tyranny in every&ape. Ibere 
ran be nothing great and good, .zubere its injtience 

reaches. For which Tea/on it becones every friend 
$0 truth and human kind; every lovpr of God and 
the rb$?ian religion, to bear a part in oppof&g 

t&s hateful monJer# It was a de/ire to contribute 
p mite towards rarrying on a war againJ this 
common enemy, that produced the foj!owing djr, 
cegv/e. And ;f it )rve* in WY m&@-e, to Rdcp 
8~ a /p;yit of civil and reJigoaf;s liberty among/ 
us, my end is anJu~ered.- There are erirtuous 

and candid men in all iens ; all /irch are to be 
* q?eemed: T&re are agi vicious tften and bigotr 

in alI&Zs ; and all j’uch ought to be de&‘pi fed. 

6‘ Tov’ktue only, and her friends, a friend ; 
*a The w.orld &Aide may murmur or commend, 
‘6 Know, all xhe dditant din that world can keep 
‘6 &OHS o’er my grotto, and but Eooths my fleep.” 

BOPE. 

JONATHAN ~~$AYHEw. 
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I. Let everyfoulbefubjefl unto the higherpowers. 
FG~ tbere is no power but of God : the powers that 

be, are ordained of God. 
2. Wbojoever therefore rt@eth the power, f-e- 

ffleth the ordinance of God: and they that ref$‘, 
fball receive to them/rives damnatica. 

3. For rulers are not a terror to good u~rks, but 
t9 the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 
power ? do that which is good, and thou /2lah have 
p-a+ of the Jame : 

4. For be is the min$‘~r of God to th for good. 
But if thou dg that whirh is evil, be afraid ; for he 
bf ar-eth n: t the fwcrd in z,ain : for he is the minj/T~~ 
af God, u revenger, to execute wrath on him that 
dotb mil. 

5. ICaerefQre ye muJ needs be fubjek?, not GT+~G~ 

wrath, but al/of‘or ionjience fake. 
6. FG~-, f;;r ibis c3ufe pay you tribute a$h : fw 

they are GGJ’s tnin$er s, attending continual& U~GR 

this very thing. 
7. Render therefore to ail their dues : tribute to 

fvbom trihte is due ; cuJlm, towhomcuJoom ; fear, 
to wb,m fear; bonour, .to whom honour. 

I T is evident that the affair of civil govern- 
ment may properly fall under a moral and 
religiom confideration, at leafi fo far forth 

.as it relates to the general nature and end of 
aagiifiracy, and to the grounds and extent of 

.N 2 that 



that fubmiflion, which perfons of a private cha- 
r,&er ought to yield to thofe who are vefted 
with authority. 1 his muft be allowed by all 
who acknowledge the divine original of chrilii- 
anity. For although there be a fenfe, and a 
very pl,~in and important fcnfe, in which 
Chriit’s R’ngd:u is not tfdis world * ; his in- 
fpired apofIl$s have, nevertheIr& Lid down 
{ome general principles concerning the office of 
civil rulers, and the duty of Cubjefis, together 
with the reafon and obligation of that duty. 
And from hence it follows, that it is proper 
for all who acknowledge the authority of Jefus 
Chrifi, and the mfpiration of his apoflles, to 
endeavour to underitand what is in fa& the 
c-tolftrine which they have delivered concerning 
this matter. It is the duty of chr$‘ian ma- 
giltrates to inform themLIves what it is which 
their religion teaches concerning the nature and 
defign of their office. And it is equally the 
duty of all rha i/i)iurz people to inform themfelves 
what it is which their religion teaches ccn- 
cerning that fubjcflion which they owe to the 
big her pca’ers. It is for there reafons that I 
have attempted io examine into the fcripture- 
account of this matter, in order to lay it before 
you with the famefrLedOnl which I conflantly 
u(e ufith rflstion to other doSines and pre- 
icpts of chtiftianity ; not doubting but you 

* J :hr; xviii 35. 
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will judge upon every thing offered to your 
confideration, with the fame fpirit of fire&m 
and liberty with which it is_,ko#cn. 

The pafige read, is the mofi fu!l and exprcrs 
of any in the new-teltament, relatiog to rufers 
and fubjefis : and therefore I thought it pro- 
per to grcund upon it, what I had to propofe 
to you with reference to the authority of the 
civil magiitrate, and the fubje&on which is 
due to him. But before 1 enter upon an ex- 
planation of the fevet>l parts of this parage, it 
will be proper to obferve one thing, which may 
f&-ve as a key to the whole of it. 

It is to be obferved, then, that there were 
fome perfoos amongfl the chrfj?ians of the 
apoftolic age, and particularly thofe at Rome, 
to whom SC. Par,/ is here writing, who fedi- 
tioufly difclaimed all fubje&tion to civil autbo- 
rity ; refufing to pay taxes, and the Juries 1;li.J 
upon their traffick and mcrchandize ; and who 
f&pled n’)t to [peak of their rulers, without 
any due regard to their office and charaflter. 
Some of there turbulcut ~hr.;/Iiur.s were conycr:s 
from jf4dajJ;73, and others from p~f,:n/;l?. I he 
Jtws in general had, long brfore this time., 
taken up a Orange conceit, that being the PC- 
culiar and el&’ people of God, they were thcrc- 
fore exempted from the jurifdi8ion of any 
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headmen princes or governors, Upon this grwnd 
it was, that fame of them, during the pubi*= 
miniftry of our blelfed faviour, came to him 
with that queition- Is it lawful to give tribute 
imfo Cakir or not * ? And this notion many 
of them retained after they were profelyted to 
the rhr$?ian faith. As to the gentile converts, 
fame of them grofly miflook the nature of thar 
IGerry which the gofpel promifed ; and thoughr 
that by virtue of their fubje&ion to Chrifi, the 
on(y king and head of his church, they were 
wholly freed from CubjeEtion to any other prince; 
as though Chriit’s kingJam had Jeen ofthis zc,orld, 
in fuch a fenfe as to interfere with the civil 
powers of the earth, and to deliver their fub- 
.icfls from that allegiance and duty, which. 
t!wg before owed to them. Of there vi&- 
onary CbriJanr in general, who difowned fub- 
j&ion to the civil powers irf being where they 
refpe&ively lived, there is mention made in fe- 
vcral places in the new-teff ament : The A- 
pofile Peitr in particul’ar, charafierizes them in 
this manner -I hem that-dejpzye governmcnt- 
jWfhpruous are they, felf-zuilled, thy are not 
aJ+aid to Jpeak evil of dignities -j-. NOW it is 
with reference to there doting Chr@‘am, that 
the apoftle fpeaks in the parage before us, 
And I ihall now give you the fcnfe of it in a 

‘* LIatt. xxti. 17. f- 2 Pet ii. x3. 

para- 



paraphrafe upon each verfe in its order, detiring 
you to keep in mind the chara&er of the per- 
fons for whom it is defigned, that Co, as I go 
along, you may fee how jufi and natural this 
xldrefs is ; and how well fuited to the circum- 
fiances of .thofe againit whom it is Ievelled. 

The apofile begins thus--let evmy foul * 
be $&jet7 unto the higher powers; -j- for there is 

no power It but of God: the powers that le $ arae 

* E.veryJd. This is an h&r-ai/m, which i;g- 
nib3 sacty man ; fo that the apoffle does not ex- 
empt the cler,y: fuch as were endowed with rhe 
gift of prophecy, or any other miraculous powers 
which fubfified in the church at that day. And by 
his ufmg the Mrew idiom, it kerns thar he had the 
iew~Q% converts principalJy in his eye. 

f Ibe higher powers: more literally, the over- 
ruling-powers : which term extends to all civil rulers 
in common. 

11 By ~OWV, the apofile intends not lawlefsfiengtb 
and brutal force, without regulation or proper di- 
re&ion ; but jufi a&or+; for Co the word here 
ufed properly fignifies. There may bepo.wer where 
there is no alrthority. No man has any authority to 
do what is wrong and injurious, though he may have 
power to do it. 

d Tbep3wers that be : thofe perfons who are in 
faR veited with authority ; thofe who are in POT- 
feflio~. And who, thofe are, the apofile leaves 
CkriRians to determine for themfelves ; but who 
ever they are, they are to be obeyed. 

N4 ordained 



orda ‘ned lf Go/l *, ver. I. q. d. (6 Whereas 
6‘ fame profeired C~~z/lians vainly imagine, that 
Sb they are wholly excufed from all manner of 
“ duty and fubjeflion to civil authority, re- 
‘* fufing to honrrur their rulers, and to pay 
” taxes ; which opinion is not only unrea- 
d‘ fcnable in itfeif, but alfo tends to fix a Iafi- 
(< ins reproach upon the cbr$%n name and 
Jb profeffion, I now, as an apofitle and ambaf- 
cc Gdor of Chrifi, exhort every one of you, be 
*: he R ho he will, to pay all dutiful fubmifion 
r~ to thofe who are veff ed with any civil office. 
c‘ For there is, properly fpeaking, no autho- , 
“ rity but what is derived from God, as it is 
Cr only by his permifion and providence that 
*‘ any poffefs it. Yea, I may add, that all 
*‘ civil magifirates, as fuch, although they 
41 may be tL~&ns, are appointed and ordained 
‘6 of&d. For it is certainly God’s will, that 

* O+hined $God: as it is not without God’s 
provic’ence 2nd permiCr1, that any are clothed with 
authority ; and as it is aqteiable to the pofitive will 
and Fu’pofe of God, th:lt there lhould befimpet- 
j’ns veRed with authority for the good of fociety : 
not that Amy rulers have their commiflion immedi- 
arely frc:m God the Supreme Lord of the univerfe. 
ff any alert that kings, or any other rulers, are or- 
&ain:d of God in the latter fenfr, it is incumbent up- 
on them to thew the commifif\n which they fpeak 
of, under the broad feai of heaven. And when they 
do thi<, they wU, no doubt, be beJieved. 
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(6 lo ufeful an inititution as that of magiitracy, 
(‘ should take place in the world, fcr the 
“ good of civil fociety.” The apofile pro- 
ceeds-WJorver, therefore rej$?e;h that pcw~r, 
refjeth the ord;‘nanre rf God ; end they that r-c- 

f’i j&all receive to th, mthes damo t.‘on. ver. 2. 
q. d. ‘6 Think not, therefore, that ye are guilt- 
cc lefs of any crime or fin again,‘t God, when 
u ye fa&oufly difobey and refit1 the civil au- 
6‘ thority. For magifiracy and government 
“ being, as I have faid, the ordinance and ap- 
cc pointment of God, it follows, that to refif), 
4‘ magifirates in the execution of their offices, 
‘4 is really to refifi the wilk and ordi’nance ,of 
CC God himfelF-: and! they who thus refill, 
(a wili accordingly be punithed by God for 
CC this fin in common with others.” The 
apoftle goes on- For rulers are net a terror ta 
good works, ht to the evil *. Kft thau then, 

+ For rub are not a terror to good works, but tg 
Yh e&l. It cannot be fuppofed that the apoitle de- 
figns here, or in any of the fucceeding verfes, to 
give the true charaffer of Nero, or any other civii 
powers then in being, as if they were in fat? fuch 
perlons as he defcribes, a terror to evil works only,, 
and not to the good. For fuch a charafier did ncg 
beiong to them ; and the apofile was no fycophant I 
or parafite of power, whatever fome of his pre- 
tended fucceffors have been. He only tells what j 
rulers would be, provided they&ted up to, to. theics; 
charalter and office. 
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not be afiid of the power ? Do thnt which is 
good, and thou flu/t here pm@ of the fame. For 

be is the minyer of God to thee for pod, ver. pl, 
and part of the 4th. q. d. 6‘ That YOU may 
6‘ fke the truth and juitnefs of what I air&t, 
“ (vk that magifiracy is the ordinance of 
“ God, and that you fin againft him, in oppo- 
6‘ fing it,) confider that even pagan rulers, are 
‘C not, by the nature and defign of their of&e, 
‘I enemies and a terror to the good and vi+ 
6‘ tuous a&ions of men, but only to the in- 
~4 jarious and mifchievous to fociety. Will ye 
!C not, then, reverence and honour magi~itracy, 
‘6 when you fee the good end and intention of 
c* it ? How can ye be fo unreafonable ? Only 
6~ mind to do your duty as members of fociety ; 
GC and this will gain you the applaufe and fa* 
(C VOW of all good rulers. For while you do 
6‘ thus, they are, by their office, as miniiters of 
u God, obliged to encourageand protea you ; 
SC it is for this very purpofe that they are 
6‘ clothed with power.” The apofile fub- 
joins - But if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid, fcr he bchreth mt the /word in vain. 

For he is the m.‘$er of God, a revenger, to 
execute wrath upon him that doth mi4*, ver. 4, 

latter 

* It is manifeft that when the apolIIe fpeaks of 
it, as the office of civil rulers, to encoyrage what is 
Hod, ad to punish what is ezi.‘, he fpeaks only of 

CiVil 
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latter part. q. d. cc But upon the other 
‘* hand, if ye refufe to do your diaty as; 
“ members of fociety ; if ye refufe to bear 
a8 your part in the fupport of government ; 
cc if ye are d&rderly, and do things which 
‘6 merit civil chaitifement, then, indeed, ye 
$6 have reafon to be afraid. For it is aot irt 
(c vain that rulers are veiled with the power 
‘6 of ioAi&ing punihment. They are by their 
64 office, not only the minifiers of God forr 

f i&l good and &l. They are to co&It the good 
of fociety arjkh; not to diAate in religious con- 
cerns ; not to make laws for the government of 
men’s confciences ; and to infliQ civil penalties for 
religious crimes. It is fiif?icient to overxhrow the 
dokine of the authority of the civil magiRrate, in- 
affairs of a fpiritual nature, (Co f<ir a9 it is built upot~* 
any thing which ‘is here faid by St. Paul, or upon 
any thing elfe in the new-teltament) only to ob- 
ferve, that all the magiitrates then in the worId were. 
beatben, impfacable enemies to chrifiianity : 6 that 
PO give them authority in religious matters, wouldj 
have been, in effe&, to give them authority to ex- 
airpate the chtiRian religion, and to e&a&h the 
idolatries and fuperflitions of paganifm. And cam 
any one reafanably fuppofe, than the apofiIe had any 
intention to extend the authority of rulers, beyond? 
concerns merely civiE and political, to the over- 
throwi- of that religion which. he Kirnfelfwas fo 
zealous m propagating ! But it is natura fbr thofe, 
whore religion canno& be Cupported upon the foot- 
ing of reafon and argument, to have recourfe ta 
power and force, wEich will ferve a bad’ caufe as. 
weU as a good one ; and indeed much better. * 

,N 6 64 fp@& 
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wgood to thofe that do well ; but alfo his 
9 minifiers to revenge, to difcountenance and 
8( punish thofe that are unruly, and injurious 
86 to their neighbours.” The apofile pro- 
ceeds - Wherefve ye rnuJ needs be fubjen not 
on4 for wmth, but al/o far ron/cience fake, 

Per. 5. q. d. “ Since therefore, magiitracy 
4‘ is the ordiaance of God ; and fince rulers 
4~ are, by their office, benefaoors to fociety, 
4, by difcouraging what is bad, and encou- 
6‘ raging whst is good, and fo preferving 
‘4 peace and order amongft men ; it is evi- 
4‘ dent that ye ought to pay a willing fub- 
“ jeAion to them ; not to obey merely for 
dc fear of expofing y our&Ives to their wrath 
“ and difpleafure, but alfo in point of rea- 
“ Ton, duty and confcience : Ye are under 
$4 an indif’penfible obligation, ns Cljrflians, to 
6~ honour their office, and to fubmit to them 
8‘ in the execution of it.” The apoflle goes 
“ on - For,Jbr iii caufe pay ycu tribute al/o: 
for lhty are G’od’s minzyerr, attend’ng continu- 
a//y upm this tcry t ing, ver. 6, q. d. a< And 
61 here is a plain reafon alfo why ye fhould 
6‘ pay tribute to them ; for they are God’s 
‘6 miniAers, exalted above the common level 
4‘ of mankind, not that they may indulge 
‘( themfelves in foftnefs and luxury, and be 
l entitled to the fervile homage of theiF fel- 
0 low-men j but that they may execute an 

“ office 
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6‘ office no lefs laborious than honour&Ie ; 
u and attend coqtinually upon the public 
c( welfare. This being their bufioefs and 
6‘ duty, it is but reafonable, that they fhould 
‘6 be requited for their care and diligence in 
“ performing it ; and enabled, by taxes le- 
6~ vied upon the fubjefi, effe&utilly to pro- 
“ fecute the great end of their inltitution, 
6‘ the good 06 fociety.” The apoitle fums 
up all in the following words - Render there- 
fore to all their dues : tribute + to whom tri- 

“bute is he ; cu/lom *, to whom cu4om ; fear, 

to whom ftar ; honour, to whom honour, ver. 
7. q. d. “ Let it not, therefore, be iaid of 
6‘ any one of you hereafter, that you contemn 
Cc government to the reproach of yourfelves, 
‘6 and of the Chr~ian religion. Neither ybur 
‘6 being JLWP by nation, nor your becom- 
61 ing the fubjetis of Chrifi’s kingdom, gives 
(6 you any difpenfation for making difiurbances 
‘6 in the governuient under which you live. 
4‘ Approve y ourfelves, .thercfore, as peaceable 

+ Grotius obferve5, that the Greek words, here 
ufed, anfwer to the tributum and veEtiga1 of the 
Rtmans ; the former was the money aid for the 
f&l and poll ; the latter, the duties lai 1 upon fame 
forts cf merchandize. And what the apofile here 
lays, defixves to be ferioufly confidered by all 
Chrillians concerned in that common pra&ice of 
carrying on an illicit trade, and running of goodz. 

3 6‘ and 
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*I and dutiful fubje&. . Be ready to pay to 
S-( your rulers all that they may, in refpe& 
Cd of their office, jufily demand of you, Ren- 
u der tribute and cultom to thofe of your 
6’ governors to whom tribute and cufiom be- 
ad long : and chearfully honour and reverence 
6‘ all who are veeed with civil authority, ac- 
‘6 cording to their deferts.” 

The apoitle’s doftrine, in the palfage thus 
expIained, concerning the office of civil ru- 
lers, and the duty of fubjeas, may be fumed LIP 
‘m the following obkrvations; * viz. 

That the end of magifiracy is the good of 
civil fociety, ar firh : 

That civil rulers, mficb, are the ordinance 
and minifiers of God ; it being by his per- 
mifion and providence that any bear rule j and 
agreeable to his wilk, that there should bejbt~~ 
perfons veiled with authority in fociety, for the 
well-being of it : 

That which is here faid concerning civil 
rulers, extends to all of them in common : 
it relates indifferently to monarchical repubb 

licark 

+ The ikveral obfervations here only mentioned,. 
were handled at 
upon rhis fubjek 

large iu two preceding diicou&z 
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licaa and ariflocratical government ; and to 

/ aI other forms which truly anfwer the iblc 
end of government, the happinefs of fociety ; - 
and to all the different degrees of authority 
in any particular it ate j to inferior ofkers no 
lcfs than the fupreme. 

That difobe&ence to civil rulers in the due- 
cxercife of their authority, is not merely zs 
poliiicaljn, but an heinous Q&%M tzgaht God 
and religion : 

That the true ground and reafon + of our 
vbligation to be iixbje& to the K&W powers, 

is 

+ Some fuppofe the apofile in this paffage, in- 
forces the duty of fubmifflon, with IWO argumenEs 
quite diRinQ from each other ;, one taken from 
tl& confideration, that rulers are the ordinance, 
and minilters of God, (ver. x, 2, and 4.) and 
the other, from the benefits that accrue to fociety, 
from civil government, (ver. 3, 4, and 6.) And 
indeed thefe may be diitin& motives and argu- 
ments for fubmifion, as they may be feparately 
viewed and contemplated& But when we confider 
that rulers are not the ordinance and the mini- 
fiers of God, but only fo far forth as they per- 
form God’s wi.1, by aC:ng up to their office and 
charaLter, and fo by beitlg benefaAors to fociery, 
this makes there arguments coincide, and run up 
into one at lalt: at leafi fo far, that the former 
sf them cannot hold good for fubmifion, where 
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k the ufefulnefi of magiitracy (when properly 
exercifed) to human iociety, and its fu bfervieacy 
to the general welfare : 

That obedience to civil rulers is h&e equal- 
ly required under all forms of government, 
which anfwer to the Cole end of all government, 
the good of lociety ; and to every degree of 
authority inany Bate, whether fupreme or fub- 
ordinate : 

(From whence it follows, 

That if unlimited obedience and non-r+ 
fiitance, be here required as a duty under any 
qne form of government, it is alfo required 

the latter fails, Put the fuppofition, that any man 
bearing the title of a maglfirate, fhould exercife 
his power in fuch a manner as to have no claim 
to obedience by virtue of that argument which is 
founded upon the ufefulners of magifiracy ; and 
you equally take off the force of the other argu- 
ment alfo, which is founded upon his being the 
ordinance and the minifier of God. For he is no3 
longer God’s ordinance and minifier, than he a&Its 
up to his of&e and charaaer, by exercifing his 

K 
ower for the good of fociety- This is, in 
rief, the reafon why it is faid above, in the JR- 

guiar number, that the true ground and reafan, &c. 
The ufe and propriety of this remark may poflibly 
be more apparent in the procers of the argument 
concerning refiftance. 

as. 
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as a duty under all other forms; and as a 
duty to fubordinate rulers as well as to the 
fuupreme.) 

And kitly, that thofe civil rulers to whom 
the apoitle injoins fubjefiion, are the perfoas 

in poJgion ; the powers that be; thofe who are 
a~%~lly vefted with authority +. 

There is one very important and interelt- 
ing point which remains to be enquired into ; 
namely, the extent of that CubjeQion to the 

higher 

* This mufi be underRood with this p~~z$, 
that they do not grofly a&z& their power and 
truit, but exercife it for the good of thofe that 
are governed. Who there perfons were, whether 
Nero, &c. or not, the apoftie does not Cay ; but 
leaves it to be determined by thofe to whom he 
*rites. God does not interpofe, in a miraculous 
way, to point out the perfons who ihall bear rule, 
and to whom fubjeAion is due. And as to the 
unalienable, indefeafible right of prkzgeniturc, the 
fcri tures are entirely filent: or rather plainly con- 
tra in it: Saul being the firit king among the dp 
Ifrueliter ; and appointed to the royal dignity, 
during his own father’s life-time : and he was fuc- 
ceeded, or rather fuperfeded. by David the IaR Eortl 
umarg many brethren-Now if God has not in- 
variably determined this matter, it mu& of courfe, 
be determined by men. And if it be determined 
by men it muft be determined either in the way 
offorce or of tompa&. And which of there is the 
mofl eguirable, can be no quefiion, 
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higher ptwers, which is here enjoined as a: 
duty upon all chrifiians. Some have thought 
it warrantable and and glorious, to difobey the 
civil powers in certain circumitances ; and, in 
cafes of very great and general oppreiiion9 
while humble remonfirances fail of having any 
effe& ; and when the public welfare cannor 
be otherwife provided for and f&cured, to rife 
unanimoofly even againft the fovereign him- 
felf, in order to redrefs their grievances ; to 
vindicate their natural and legal rights : to 
break the yoke of tyranny, and free then+ 
delves and pofferity from inglorious fervitude 
and ruin. It is upon this principle that many 
royal opprefirs have been driven from theis 
thrones into banifhment ; and many flain by 
the hands of their fiubjebs. It was upon thig 
principle that Turquin was expelled from Rome ; 
and Juliirr C&far, the conqueror of the world, 
and the tyrant of his country, cut off in the 
fenate- houfe. It was upon this prtnciple, that 
king Chavles I. was beheaded before his own 
banqueting- houfe. It was upon this princi-. 
pie, that king yutier II.’ was made to fly that: 
country, which he aimud at enflaving : And 
upon this principle was that revolution brought 
about, which has been fo fruitful of happy 
confequences to Great &it&. But in op- 
pofition to this principle, it has often been 
afferted, that the fcripture in general (and the 



paffage under confideration in particular) ti&?s 
all refifiance to princes a crime, in any cafe 
whatever - If they turn tyrants, and be& 
tome the common oppreffors of thofe, whofe’ 
welfare they ought to regard with a paternal 
affeCtion, we muR not pfetedd to iiig%X our’- 
felves, unlefs it be by prayers and tears and’ 
humble entreaties : and if there methods fail 
of procuring redrefs, we mufi not have re- 
courfe to any other, but a11 fuffer ourfelves 
to be-robbed and butchered at the pleafure 
of the Lord’s anointed; left we fiould incur 
the fin of rebellion, and the punifiment of 
damnation. For he has God’s authority and 
commMion to bear him out in the work of 
crimes, fo far that he may not be withfZood 
or controule~d. NOW wherhef we :SH~ obfigd 
fo yield iirch an abfolute fubtMi& to ou$ 
prince ; or whether difobedience and refiff- 
ante n5ay not be‘ jufifiable in Come c’a& 
nottiith%tiding ariy thing iri the paf@$e be2 
fore us, is tin *etiquity iti Which WC tit% &If 

concerned ; and this is, the inquiry which is 
the main defign of the prefeht difcodrfe. 

NOW there dbes not ieem to be aay tie- 
ccfity tiffuppofing, that an abfoIute unlimited 
obedience, whether affive or pafive, is here 
injoined, merely for this reafon, that the pre-4 
cept is delisered in ab/blute terms, without . 

any 
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any erreptiorl or limitation exprefly mentioned, 
We are enjoined, (ver. I .) to be fib&f? co the 
higher powers: and (ver. 5.) to be fbbje&? fv 
confcienre fake, And becaufe there expreffions 
are abfolute and unlimited, (or more proper- 
ly, general) fome have inferred, that the fub- 
j&ion required in them, muit be abfolute and 
unlimited alfo : at leai) fo far forth as to make 
pafive obedience and non-refinance, a duty 
in all cafes whatever, if not a&ive obedience 
Iikewife. Though, by the way, there is he;e 
no diftin&ion made between a&c and pafive 
obedience; and if either of them be required 
iu an unlimited fcnfe, the other mufi be re- 
quired in the fame fenfe alfo, by virtue of 
the pielent argument ; becaufe the exprefions 
are equally abfolute with refpe& to both. 
But that unlimited obedience of any fort, can- 
not be argued merely from the indefinite ex- 
prefions in which obedience is enjoined, ap- 
pears from hence, that expreifions of the fame 
nature, frequently occur iti fcripture, upon 
which it is confeifed on all hands, that no 
fuch abfolute and unlimited fenfe ought to be 
put. For example, I.-we not the would; nei- 
ther the things that are in the worM*; Lay 
mt up for Jourfeher Zreajiires upin earth t ; 
Take therefore no thugAt jh the morrow 1; 
are precepts expreffed in at leafi equally ab- 

* A John ii. 15. t Matt. vi. 19- $ Matt. vi. 34. 
folut e 
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foblute ,and unlimited terms : but it is gene- 
rally allotied, that they are to be under-flood 
with certain refiriCtions and iimitations ; Come 
degree of love to the world, and the things 
of it, being allowable. Nor, indeed, do the 
Right Rc~ercnd Fathers in God, and other dr’g- 
rz$d clergymen of the efiablifhed church, feem 
to be altogether averie to admitting of reitric- 
lions in the latter cafe, how warm foever any of 
them may be againit refb-ifiions, and limitations, 
in cafe of fubmifion to authority, whether civil 
or ecclefiafiical. It is yorth remarking alfo, that 
patience and fubmifion under private injuries, 

’ are enjoined in much more peremptory and 
abfolute terms, than any that are ufed with 
regard to fubmifion to the injufiice and op- 
prefion of civil rulers. Thus, Ifay unto you, 
thai ye’r-;lF1I’ no! evil; but W 50jrver j%all fmite 
thee on the right chrek, tsrn to him the other 
al/b. 

6 
And if any rnon w’/I fue thee at the law, 

and tnke away thy coat, let him bavt, thy cloke. 
And u;doJ.ever /hall compel thee to go a mile 
wit/j him, go with him twain *. Any man 
may be defied to produce fuch ftrong expref- 
fions in favour of a paflive and tame fubmif- 
fion to unjufi, tyrannical rulers, as are here 
ufed to inforce fubmifion to private injuries.’ 
But how few are there that underfiand thofe 
expreirons literally ? And the reafon why they 

l Matt, v. 39, 40, 41. 
cl3 
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*do not, is becaufe (with fuhmifion to the qua- 
Ben) common fgnfe fhews that they were not 
intended to .be fo underltood. 

But to ,initaace in fome kripture-precepts, 
which are more direAly to the point in hand. 
- Children are commanded to obey their 
parents, and fervants their mafkrs, in as ab- 
folute and unlimited terms as fubjeas are here 
commanded to obey their civil rulers. Thus 
this .fame apoRIe - Children obey your pa- 
rents in ihe Lord ; for this is right. Honaur 
thy father and mother,- which is the )i?J 
rommundrnent with promife. - Scuwants, be 
obedient to thena that are your mu/ers accord- 
islg to the ye/h, w&h fear and *trembling, with 

jinglenefs of your heart as tmto Chr$*. Thus 
alfo wives are commanded to be obedient to 
their hufbands - W&Yes, Jiibmit yourfelves 

unto your hu&zds as unto the Lot d. For the 
hlrfia~~d is Itbehead of the w;f.e, even as CHRIST 
IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 

TberPjcbre as thb church is Jilbje8 unto 
L’hriJ, Jo let the wives be to their own hu/^- 
bands IN EVERY THING-/-. In all 
thefe cafes, fubmifion is required in terms 
lat leafi) as abfolute and univerfal, as are 
.ever ufed with refpe& to rulers and fubjefis. 

# Eph. vi. I, Src: $ Eph, Y. zz. 23, 24’ 
3 But 
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But who fuppofes that the apoitle ever in- 
*ended to teach, that chiidren, fervants and 
wives, should, in all cafes whatever, obey 
their parents, mailers and husbands refpe&ive- 
ly, never making any oppofition to their will, 
even although they kould require them to 
break the commandments of God, or fhould 
.caufeleBy make an attempt upon their lives ? 
No one puts fuch a fen& upon there ex- 
prefions, however abfolute and unlimited. 
Why then fhould it be fuppofed, that the ape- 
ftle defigned to teach univerfal obedience, 
whether a&ive or pafI?ve, to tk~ higherpowir~, 
merely .becaufe his precepts are delivered in 
abfolute and unlimited terms ? And if this be 
a good argument in one cafe, why is it not 
in others alfo ? If it be faid that refiitance 
.and difobedience to the higgher powers, is here 
faid pofitively to be a fin, CQ alfo is the dii; 
obedience of children to parents ; fervants to 
mafiers ; and wives to hufbands, in other 
places of fcripture. But the queition iti re- 
mains, whether in all there cafes there be not 
fome exceptions ? In the three latter, it is 
allowed there are. And from hence it fol- 
lows, that barely the ufe of abfolute expref- 
fions, is no proof, that obedience to civil rud 
ilers, is, in all cafes, a duty ; or refiitance, ia 
all cafes a fin. I fhould not have thought it 
worth while to take any notice at all of this 

argument 
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argument, had it root been much infified upon 
by fame of the advocates for pafEve-obedience : 
and non-reGfIance : for it is, in itfelf, per- 
fenly trifling ; and rendered confiderable only 
by the ftreis that has been laid upon it for want 
of better. . 

There is, indeed, one pafige’ in the new 
tefiament, where it may feem, at firR view, 
that an unlimited fubmilfion to civil rulers, is 
enjoined. - Submit g:u$hes to every or- 
dinance of man for the L6rd’s /a&e+. - 
To every ordiwnce of man. - However, 
this exprefion is no itronger than that be- 
fore taken notice of, wilh relation to the duty 
of wives - So At the wives be /ibjeA to their 
own hufiancls- IN EVERY THING. 
But the trye folutioa of this difficulty (if it 
be bpe) is rhi~ : by every ordinance of man I-, 
is not meant every command of Ihe civil ma- 
giltrate without exception ; but every order of 
mag$‘rates appointed by man ; - whether 

fiperior or inferior : for fo the apoffle expIains 
himklf in the very next words - Wbethcr 
it be to the king as fupreme, or to governors, 

* I. Pet. ii. 13. 
t Litera’ly e*Lty hutrar ;*/th thn, or npga&- 

ti en’. By which manner of evpretiion the aprdVe 
plainly intimates, that rulers derive their authority 
i;~ned~attl;, not from God, but from XMZ. 
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a till)0 them that are fenf, 23~. But although 
the apofile had not fubjoined any fuch ,ex- 
planation, the reafon of rhe thing it&If would 
have obliged us to limit the exprefion [every 
ordinance of man] to fuch human ordinances 
and commands, as are not inconfiitent with 
the ordinances and commands of God, the fu- 
preme lawgiver ; or with any other higher, and 
antecedent, obligations. 

It is to be obferved, in the next place, that 
as the duty of unive& obedience arld non- 
refiflance to the higher PGWC~S, cannot be ar- 
gued from the abfolute unlimited exprefions 
which the apoflle here ufes ; fo neither ca11 
it be argued from the fcope and drift of his 
reafoning, confidered with relation to the per- 
fans he was here oppofing. As was obferved 
above, there were fome profeifed chriJians in 
the apoftolic age, who difclaimed all magi- 
itracy and civil authority in general, dey)z/itzg 
government, and fpeaking evil of dignities ; fome 
under a notion that JUDS ought not to be 
under the jurifdi&ion of Gewtile rulers ; and 
others, that they were fee free from the tem- 
poral payers, by Chrifi. Now it is with 
perfons of this licentious opinion and charac- 
ter, that the apofile is concerned. And all . 
that was di;e&ly to his point, was to fhew, 
that they were bound to fubmit to magi- 

v 0 L, II, 0 ftrac 
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itracy in gemraZ. This is a eircumfianmvery 
materiai to &be taken notice of, in order .to 
afcertain the fenfe of the apoltle. For this 
being confidered, it is fufficient to account 
for all that he fayS concerning the duty of 
.$ubejaion, and the iin of refittance to the 
higl-er powers, with0u.t having recourk to the 
rio&rine of unlimited fubmifiion and paifivs 
obedience, in all cafes whatever. Were it 
known that thofe in oppofition to whom, the 

. apofile wrote, allowed of civil authority in 
general, and onljr afferted that there were/& 
tnfij in which obedience, and non-refiitance, 
were not a duty ; there would, then, indeed, 
be reafon for interpreting this package as con- 
taining the doarine of unlimited obedience, 
and non-r&fiance, as it mui), in this cafe, 
be fuppofed to have been levelled againit fuch 
as denied that doarine. But fince it is cer- 
tain that there were perfons, who vainly ima- 
gined, that civil government in general, was 
not to be regarded by them, it is mofi rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that the apoitle defigned 
his difcourfe only againit them. And agree- 
ably to this fuppofition, we find that he ar- 
gues the ufefulnefs of civil magiitracy in ge- 
gcral ; its agreeablenefs to the will and pur- 
pore of God, who is over all ; atid fo deduces 
from hence, the obligation of fubmifion to 
it. But it will not follow, that becaufe civil 

: govurn- 



~efnkknt: is in general a good infiitutiof, 
and neceKary to Lhe peace and happinefs of 

- human fociety, therefore there are no fup- 
pofabie cafes in which refiftance to it can 
be innocent. So that’ the duty df unlimited 
obedience, whethei aEWe or pa&e, can be 
argued, neither from the manner of expref- 
fion here ufed; nor from the general fcope and 
de@ of the palfage. 

And if we attend to the nature of the ar- 
gument with which the apofile here inforces 
the duty of fubmifion to the higher powers, 

we fhall find it to be fuch an one as con- 
eludes not in favour of iubmifion to all who 
bear the title of rulers, in common ; but only, 
to thofe who ati~ally perform the duty of 
rulers, by exercifing a reafonable and jufi au- 
thority, for the good of human fociety. This 
is a point which it will be proper to enlarge 
upon ; becaufe the queflion before us turns 
much upon the truth or fallhood ,of this po- 
fition. It is obvious, then in general, that 
the,civil rulers, whom the apofile here fpeaks . 
of, and obedience to whom he preffes upon 
Chriltians as a duty, are good rulers *, fuch 

as 

* By goad rulers, are not intended fuch as are 
pod in a moral or rcl~~iour, bJt cnly a ~olriical 

02 fence; 
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as are in the exercife of their office and 
power benefaaors to fociety. Such they are 
defcribed to be, throughout this paifage. Thus 
it is faid, that they are not a terlror to good 
works blrt to the evil; that they are God’s 
minijers for good; avengers to exe&e wrath 
upotl him that Joth evil; and that they attend 

continuaLj upon this very th’ng. St. Peter gives 
the fame account of rulers : they are for a 

$raife to them that do we/l, ard the punr~?~- 

m0zt of evil docrs. It is manifefi that this 
chara&er and defcriptioh of rulers, agrees only 
to fuch as are rulers in fa0, as well as in 
name : to fuch as govern well, and a& agree- 
ably to their ofice. And the apoftle’s argu- 
ment for fubmiifion to rulers, is wholly built 
and grounded upon a prefumption that they 
do in fact anfwer this charatier; and is of 
no force at all upon fuppofition of the con- 
trary. If rulers are a terl or to good works, 
and not to the evil; if they are not min$‘us 
for good to /brieiy, but for evil, and difirefs 
by violence and opprefion ; if they exfccrfe 
wrath upon fober, peaceable perfons, who do 
their duty as members of fociety ; and fuffer 
rich and honourable knaves to efcape with 

fen% ; tbo% who perform their duty fo far as their 
c ffi .e extends ; and fb far as civil iociety, as fuch, 
ia cvncelned in their attiom. 



and ORTHODOXY Jhaken. 293 
impunity j if, infkad of attending continually 
upon the good work of advancing the. pub- 
lic welfare, they attend only upon the gra- 
tification of their own luQ and pride and am- 
bition, to the defIru&ion of the public wei-- 
fare; if this be the cafe, it is plain that 
the apofile’s argumxt for fubmiiiion does not 
reack them ; they are not the f&me, but dif- 
ferent pcrfons from thofe whom he chnrac- 
terizes ; and who mufi be obeyed accordin:; 
to his reafoning. - Let me illufirate the 
apofile’s argument, by the foilowing &j/d ” 
tude : (it is no matter how far it i-, from any 
thing which has, in fafi, happened in the 
world.) Suppofe, then, it ws allowed, in ge- 
neral, that zhe r&q~~ were an ufeful order of 
men j that they ought to ‘be eJice//rrd v j‘y 
high/) in he for th iv* aowfis /ale * ; rind to 
be decently fupported by thofe whom they 
ferve, the hbourer hint worthy of his reward+. 
Suppofe farther, that a number of Rearend 
and Right Revs~~d Drones, who wov,#ed vo! ; 
who preached, perhaps, but on:e a year, and 
t/en, not the g!$!el of Jefus Chrifi, but the 
divine right of tythes ; - tbe dignity cf th.,ir 
ofi~-e as amhjhdoo,-s of CLti,Q’, the equity of 

j&e-CUVYS, aud a flurr;li:y cf tt?Kejics j -- 

* I Thef v. 13. + I Tim. v. I 8.’ ,. 
03 the 
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the excellency of the ..dcpaii’ans in that prqeu- 
bask, which fame of them hired chaplains to 

U/r fdr them j -or fame favourite point 
of ckurrh-tJrux;y, and anii;J~-iJi7iun ufurpation ; 
fuppofe fuch men as thefe, fpending their lives 
ifl (‘KttniilXy, IUXUI y arid idlenrfs ; (or tvhcn- 
they were not idle, doing that which is worfe 
1 ha11 id lenefs ; fuppofe fuch men) ff~onld, 
rncrcly by the merit of ordination and c-n,/& 
CT 1 t ‘I. II) aud a peruliio-, or!cl hubit, claim great 
ref.peL? and reverence from thofc whom they 
civilly called rbr L q’?s cf ihe hity * ; and 
demand thoufznds per unntzrn, for that good 
fcrvice which they - nevw performed j a~$ 

for which, ifthey had performed it, this would 
be much more than a quantum m~ruit : kp- 
pofc this fhould be the cafe, (it is only by 
V::iy of J,v.ile, and furely it will give no of- 
teitce) would not every body be afionifhed at 
l^uch info!cnce, injufiice and impiety ? And 
ought not fuch men to be told plainly, that 
they could not reafonably expel the efteem 
and reward due to the miniffers of the gof- 
pel, unlefs they did the duties of their office ? 
ShouId they not be told, that their title and 
/khjt claimed no regard, reverenee or pay, 
iephrate from the cave and z~o~R, and various 
hties of their-fin&Son ? And that while they 
neglefied the Zrrtrer, the fwmer ferved onIy 

to 
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to render them the more ridiculous and con- 
temp?ible ? -The application of this finiif- 
Me to the cafe in band, is very eafy.- 
If thofe who bear the title of civil rulers, 
do not perform the duty of civil rulers, but 
a& direafly counter to the fole end and de- 
iign of their office; if they injure and op- 
prefs their fubjch, in’tead of defending their 
rights and doing them good ; they have not 
the leafi pretence to be honoured, obeyed and 
rewarded, nccording to the spoltle’s argbment. 
For his reafon-ing, in order to fhew the duty 
of fubj&ion to the b(~$cr pcT(:ers, is, as was 
before ob!‘erved, built u’holiy upon the {up- 
pofition, that they do, ;trfi~?, perform the duty 
of ru!crs, 

If it be kid, that the npolfk here ufczs 
ano:her argument for iubmi:Tion to the izi&r 
~OXICIS, befides thzt which is taken from the 
urefuinefs of their office to civil fociety, when 
praperiy difcharged and executed ; narhely, 
that their power is fram G&; that they nre 
crdaincd of God j and that they ure God’s mi- 
n$?trs : and if it be faid, that this argument 
for fubmiiron to them will hold good, al- 
though they do not exercife their power for 
the benefit, but for the ruin, and deftrucition of 
human fociety ; this objeCtion was obviated, in 

04 part 
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part before. Rulers have no authority from 
Cod to do mikhief. They are not God’s or- 

&‘Naace, or God’s miniJers, in any other fenfe 
than as it is by his permifion and providence, 
that they are exalted to bear rule ; and as ma- 
gifiracy duly exerciikd, and authority rightly 
applied, in the enaEting and executing good 
inws,- laws attempered and accommodated to 
the common welfare of the fubjeas, muIt be 
i;lppofcd to be agreeable to the will of the be- 
neficent author and fupreme Lord of the uni- 
wrfe ; whok kirlgdom rtil‘zh ocer all+; and 
Whofe fei7:lP vhrcirs are tver ffll his WolkJ $, 
it iz blalphemy to 1~11 tyrants and opprtffors, 
(,‘& 5 n!!‘n$?e’ s. They are more properly fl,e 
ftitl;:‘nger s of Jrtarz to bziJ% us 11. No rulers 
XI Y properly God’s tnini/ters, but fuck as are 
.,~;1/1, ruZ,‘ng ita the ftiar of God f. When once 
magiRrates a& contrary to their office, and 
the end of their infiitution ; when they rob 
and ruin the public, inftead of being guar- 
dians of its peace and weIfare; they imme- 
diately ceafe to be the ordinance and minr/?ers 
of God; and no more dccerve that glorious 
chara&er than common pirates and highway- 

men. So that whenever that argument for 

t PM. ciii, ‘9. 
4 Plal. cxlv. 19. [I 2 Cor. xii. 7. 
* 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. 

fub- 
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fubmiti fails, which is grounded upon the 
ufefulnefs, of magiftracy to civil fociety, (as 
it aiways -does when magifirates do hurt to 
fociety initead of good) the other argument, 
which is taken from their being the ordi- 
nance of Cod, &~fi neceirarily fail aIfo ; no 
pet&n of a civil charaAer being God’s mi- 
n$e~, in the fenfe of the apofile, any farther 
than he performs God’s will, by exercifing a 
juit and reafonnble authority ; and ruling for the 
good of the iubje&. 

This in general. Let us now trace the 
apoffle’s reafoning in favour of fubmifion to 
ahe higher toz~er.s, a little more particularly 
and exaEtly. For by this it will appear, on 
one hand, how good and conrlufive it is, 
for fubmifion to thpfe rulers who exercife 
Iheir power in a proper manner : and, on the 

’ other, how weak and trifling, and incoane6t- 
ed it is, if it be fuppoSed to be meant by 
the apofitle TV Ihow the obligation and, duty 
of obedience to tyranni.cal, opprefive rulers in 
common with othersof a different chara&er. 
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Here he ur$cs the $pty of &Fdiencc fim tbiq 
topic of argument, that civil rulers, 8s theg 
are .fj,qpofed to fulfil the pleafur of GO& 
are the ordinance of God. Byt bow is th$ 
an argument for obedience to fich rulers aq 
do not perform the gleafure of God, by do? 
ing good ; but the pleafure, of the devil, by 
doing evil ; and fuch as are not, therefore, 
God’s mini,/?err, but the devil’s ! liK!+~~VPY) 

therefure ref’$‘eth the p&er, reJ/eth tke ordi- 
nance of God: and they that refi, flak! re- 
ceive to them/elves dammtion +. Here the apo- 
file argues, that thofe who refifi a reafonable 
and jufi authority, which is agreeable to the 
will of God, do really refifi the will of God 
himfelf,; and will, therefore, be punifhed by 
him But how does this prove, that thoie 
who refifi a lawlefs, unreafonable power, 
which is contrary to the will of God, do there- 
in refifi the will and or’dinance of God ? Is re- 
fining thofe who reGfi God’s will, the fame 
thing with r&fling God ? Or fhall thofe 
who cb 6, rjceive to tbmf~ives damnation / 
For r&-s are not a ttw-or tp good works, hut 
lo Ihe lvil. Wilt t.sou ih en not be afraid of 
the PCW(Y? Do that which is good; and thou 

fialt hmu pralye of ibe’ /fitlie. For he is the 
m ‘I$? r of GG~ to thee j:r gocd t. Here the 

’ apoltle argues more explicitly than he had 

* Vcr. 2. ) Vcr. 3d, and part of the 4th. 
before 
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before done, for revering, and iizbmitting to 
magifkracy, from this confideration, that fuch as 
really performed the duty of magiflrates, would ‘ 
be enemies only to the evil ‘aEtions of men, 
and would befriend and encourage the good ; 
and fo be a common ble&g to fociety. But 

. how is this an argument, that we muft hGr 
nour, and fubmit to fuch magiitrates as are 
not enemies to the evil aflions of men ; but 
to the good ; and fuch as are not a common 
blefing, but a common curfe, to fociety ! Bat 
$7 iho a0 that which is eLiI, be afraid: fb 
be is the min$‘er rf God, a revenger, to exe- 

cute wrnth upon h!‘m that ad evil *. Here 
the apoftle argues from the cature and end 
of magifiracy, that fuch as did evil, (and 
fuch only) had reafon to be afraid of the higher 
powers ; it being part of their office to punifh 
evil doers, no lrfs than to dt;fend and en- 
courage fuch as do well. But if magiitrates 
are unrighteous ; if they are refpctfer s of yer-- 

f G?lS ; if they are partial in their adminiitra- 
!ion of joltice ; then thofe whd do well have 
as much reafon to be ~f~~ukl, as thoie that 
do evil : there can be no fafety for the good, 
nor any peculiar ground of terror to the un- 
ru!y aad injurious. So thnt, in this cafe, the 
main end of civil government will be frufirat- 
ed. And what rearon is there for fubmit- 

* Ver. +h, latter part. 
06 ting 
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ting to that government, which does by no 
means anfwer the defign of government ! 
h%erefore ye mj needs be fubje&? not only for 
wrath, but O~O for ctnfcience fake Q. Here the 
apofile argues the duty of a chearful and con- 
Ecientious fubmifion to civil government, from 
the nature and end of magikacy as he had 
before Iaid it down, i. e. as the defign of it 
was to punilh evil doers, and to fupport and 
encourage fuch as do well ; and as it mui), 
if fo exerciied, be agreeable to the will of 
God. But how does what he here rays, 
prove the duty of a chearful and confcienti- 
ous fubje&ion to thofe who forfeit the cha- 
ra&ter of rulers ! To thofe who encourage the 
bad, and difcourage the good ? The argu- 
ment here ufed no more proves it to be a 
iin to refiit fuch rulers, than it does, to re- 

/I;/‘1 the devil, that he may pee Jkr.z us +. For 
one is as truly the minyer of God as the 
other. FLY, fir this ta$ p.~y JGU tribute a//o ; 

.,f:r they at-e Gds mih i/jet-s, a:tcnding conti- 
rwi y upon IA’S very thin; $, Her; the apofile 
arglles the dtlty of paying taxes, from this 
contideration, that thofe who perform the duty 
of rulers, are contin;ally attending upon the 
public wclfdre. But how does this argument 
conciude for paying taxes to fuch princes, as 
SK continuaily endeavouring to ruin the pub- 
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Sic ? And efpecially when fuch payment would 
facilitate and promote this wicked defign ? 
Render therefore to all their dues ; tribute, to 
wbcm fribute is due ; ct44lom, to whom cuj?am ; 
fear, to whom fear j honour, to whsm honour 9. 
Here the apofile fums up what he had been 
faying concerning the duty of fubjefts to 
rulers. And his argument itands thus- 
6‘ Since magifirates, who execute their office 
(6 well, are common benefaEtors to fociety ; 
6‘ and may, in that refpeft, be properly itiled 
6~ the minijfers and ordinance of God; and 
8~ fince they are conitantfy employed in the 
6‘ fervice of the public ; it becomes you to 
6‘ pay them tribute and cufiom; and to re- 
4‘ verence, honour, and fubmit to them in 
“ the execution of their refpe&ive offices.” 
This is apparently good reafoning. But does 
this argument conclude for the duty of pay- 
illg tribute, cufiom, reverence, honour, and 
obedience, to fuch perfons as (although they 
bear the title of rulers) ufe all their power 
to hurt and injure the public ? Such as are 
not Gad’s minQ?ers, but hian’s 3 Such as do 
not take care of, and attend’upon, the pub- 
lic inter&, but their own, to the ruin of the 
public ? that is, in fhort, to fuch as have no 
natural and ju,lt claim at al2 to tribute, tug 
ftom, reverence, honour and obedience ? It 
is to be hoped that thoCe who have any re- 

* Ver. 7. 
gntd 
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gard to the apoitle’s charalter as au infpired 
writer, or even as a man of common under- 
itanding, will not reprefent him as reafoning 
in fuch a loofe incoherent manner ; and draw- 
ing conclufions, which have not the leaft re- 
lation to his premiles. For what can be more 
abfurd than an argument thus framed ! is Ru- 
‘6 lers are, by their cffice, bound to confuk 
‘6 the public welfare and the good of fociety : 
u therefore you are bound to pay them tri- 
CC Me, to honour and to fubmit to them, 
CC even when they defiroy the public wel- 
6‘ fare, and are a common peft to fociety, by 
‘6 ailing in dire& contradiAioa to the nature 
6‘ and end of their office.” 

Thus, upon a careful review of the apo- 
file’s reafoning in this paifage, it appears that 
his arguments to enforce f’ubmifion, are of 
fuch a nature, as to conclude only in favour 
of fubmilflon ?o /‘uch rulrrr NS he hinfelf tie- 
/2ribes ; i. e: fuch as rule for the good of 
fociety, which is the only end of their in- 
ftitution. Qmmon tyrants, and public op- 
pr&ors, are not intirled to obedience from their 
fubjefis, by virtue of any thing here laid dqwn 
by the infpired apoflle. 

I-now add, farther, that the apofile’s ar- 
gupent is io fax from proving it to be the 

duty 



&ty c$ the people to obey, and Submit to, fuch 
ruhxs as a& in coatqdi&ion to the public 
good s, and fo to the &fign of their office, 
that it proves the dire&’ centm-y. Far, pi&k 

go obferve, that if the eed of all civil g+ 
v4xnmcnt, be the go!$ of Ibci+zty 5 s t&s 
be the thing that is aimed a,t in c&itptr 
jog civil rulers ; and if the motive and ar- 
gument for fubmifflon to government, be 
k,en from the apparent ukfulnefs of civil 

ta- 
all- 

thority ; it follows, that when no fuch good 
end can be anfwered by f’ubmifion, there 
remains no argument or motive to enforce it ; 
and if inffead of this good end’s being brought 
about by iubmifion, a contrary end is bl-ought 
about, and the ruin and mifcry of fixiety ef- 
feAed by it ; here is a plain and pofitive rea- 
fan again& fubmifion in all fuch cafes, &ould 
they ever happen.. And therefore, in fuch 
cafes, a regard to the public welfare ought to 
make us with-hold from our rulers, that obp 
dience and fubje&iou which it would other- 
wife be our duty to render to them, If 
it be our duty, for example, to obey our king, . 

* This does not intend, their afling fo in a 
J&V partituIar injances, which the b it of rulers 
may do through miftake, UC. but their a&ng fo 
ba+it~,~lly ; and in a manner which pl~~inly ihows, 
that they aim at makirlg themCe2ves great by the 
ruiu oE their iubjeas. . 

mereJy 
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merely for this reafon, that he rules for the 
public welfare, (which is the gnly argument 
the apofltle makes ufe of) it follows, by ’ a 
parity of reafon, that when he turns tyrant, 
and makes hisfubje&s his prey to devour and 
to defiroy, infiead of his charge to defend and 
cherish, we are bound to throw off our ai- 
Segiance to him, and to refiff ; and that ac- / 
cording to the tenor of the apofile’s argu- 
ment in this pairage. Not to diCcontinue our 
allegiance, in this cafe, would be to join with 
the fovereign in promoting the * flavery and 
mifery of that fociety, the welfare of which, 
we ourfelves, as well as our fovereign, are 
indifpenfibly obliged to fecure and promote, 
as far as in us lies. It is true, the apofile 
puts no cafe of fuch a tyrannical prince ; but 
by his grounding his argument for fubmii- 
fion wholly upon the good of civil fociety ; 
it is plain he implicitly authorifes, and even 
requires us to make refiflance, whenever this 
fhall be necefhtry to the public fafety and 
happinefs. Let me make ufe of this eafy 
and familiar jbilitudz to ill&rate the point 
in hand -Suppofe God requires a family of 
children to obey their father and not to refifi 
llim; and ioforces his command with this 
argument ; that the fuperintendence and care 
and authvity of a jufi aud kind parent, will 
contribute to the happinefs of the whole fa- 

mily ; 
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mily ; fo that they ought to obey him for their 
owb fakes more than for his : fuppofe this pa- 
rent at length runs difirafied, and attempts in 
his mad fit, to cut all his children’s throats : 

’ now, in this cafe, is not the reafon before af- 
figncd, why thefe children fhould obey their 
parent while he continued of a found mitid, 
namely, thrir common good, a reafon equally 
conclufive for diiobeying and refiiting him, 
fince he is become delirious, and attempts their 
ruin ! It makes no alteration in the argument, 
whether this parent, properly fpeaking, lores 
his reafon ; or does while he retains his under- 
ftanding, that which is as fatal in its confe- 
quences, as any thing he could do, were he 
really deprived of it. This fimilitude needs no 
formal application.- 

But it ought to be remembered, that if the 
duty of univerfaal obedience and non-refifiance 
to our king or prince, can be argued from this 
pafige, the fame ftlbmifion under a republican, 
or any other form of government ; and even 
to all the fubordinate powers in any particular 
flate, can be proved by it as well : which is 
more than thok &ho alledge it ‘for the men- 
tioned purpofe, would be willing thould be in- 
ferred frond it. So that this paffage does not 
aoiwrr their purpofe ; but really overthrows 
and confutes it. This matter dekrves to be 
more prirticularly confidered.-The advocates 

for 
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for unlimited fubmifGon and pafive obcdieqcc, 
do, if I miltake not, always {peak ,with refe- 
retice to kingly or monarchical government, 
as diOinguifl2ed from a11 other forms ; and, 
tyith reference to fubmitting to the will of the 
king, in difiin&iion from all Cubordinate officers, 
Hating beyond their commifflon, and the au- 
thority which they have received from the 
crown. It is not pretended that any perfcns 
befides kings, have a divine right lo do what 
they pleat& fo that no one may refift them, 
without incurring the guilt of faCtiau!‘ne~s and 
rebellion. If any other fupreme powers op- 
prefs the people, it is generally allowed, that 
the people map get redrefs, by reiilfance, if 
other methods prove ineffe&uaI. And if any 
officers in a kingly government, go beyond the 
limits of that power which they have derived 
frond the crown, (the fupporeh original fourcc 
of all power and authority in the fiate) and at- 
tempt iilegally, to take away the properties an& 
lives of their fe&xv-fubje&, they may be for- 
cibly refiited, at leafi till application can be 
made to the crown. But as to the fove- 
reign himielf, he may not be refined in any 
care ; nor any of his officers, while they con- 
fine themfelves within the bounds which he has 
prefcribed to them. This is, I think, a tt ue 
Fetch of the priuciples of thofe who defend the 
dofirine of pafive obedience and non refiftnnce. 
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Now there is nothing in Scripture which Tup- 

ports this icheme of political principles. As 
to the paffage under confideration, the apoftle 
here fpeaks of civil rulers in general; of all 
perfons in common, v&d with authority for 
the good of fociety, without any particulal’ re- 
ference co one form of government, more than 
to another ; or to the fupreme power in spy 
particular &ate, more than to f&ordinate POW- ’ 

ers. The apofile does not concern himfelf 
with the diRerent forms of government *. This 

* The eil’ence ok governtieht (f mean god gb- 
vernment ; and this is the only government which 
the apofile treats of in this paffage) confifie in the 
mcrkiflg and executing 6f #GD~ &as-laws attempUl;efi 
to the commop feliuty c# the .gpvw& And ‘~,c&Is 

. be, in fad,’ done, it is evidently, in i&If, a thing of 
no confequence at aI1, what the particular form of 
government is ;-whether the legislative and exe- 
cutive power be lodged in one en+4 t&e f&e pdi?n, 
or in d$S.renr perfoas ;-whether in one perron, 
whom we call an abfohte monarch; whether in a 

j&l, fo as to confiitute an ar~~orvacy ;-whether in 
many, fo as to conflitute a republic ; or whether in 
thee cc-wdinate branch, in fuch manner as to make 
the government Iartuke Comething of cacll of there 
forms ; and to be, at the fame time, eJntial(y dfj>- 
rent from them all. If the end be attained, it is 
enough. But no form ofgovernment feems to be fo 
unlikely to accomplifi this elnd as nb/ii~te nonnr~h~ 
-Nor is there any one that ha; fo little pretence to 
a diviae original, unlefs it be in this fentc, rhat God 
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he fuppofes left entireIy to human prudence and 
difcretion. Now the confequence of this is, 
that unlimited and paffrve obedience, is no 
more enjoined in this paffage, under monar- 
chical government ; or to the fupreme power in 
any itate, than under all other fpecies of go- 
vernment, which anfwer the end of govern- 
ment; or, to all the fubordinate degrees of 
civil authority, from the higheit to the loweit. 
Thofe, therefore, who would from this paf- 
fage infer the guilt of refifting kings, in all 
cafes whatever, though aQing ever fo contrary 
to the defign of their office, muft, if they will 
be confiftent, go much farther, and infer from 
it the guiit of refinance under all other form~s 
of government ; and of refining any petty O$CW 
in the flate, though aOing beyond his com- 
millIon, in the moit arbitrary, illegal manner 
pofible. The argument holds equalIy itrong 
in both cafes. All civil rulers, as fuch, are the 
ordinance and mini~err of God; and they are all, 
by the nature of their office, and i n their re- 
fpe&ive fpheres and fiations, bound to confult 

fiJ introduced it into. and thereby overturned, the 
commonwealth of Ifrae/, as a cwfe upon that peo- 
ple for theirfolly and wicRedq/s, particl,Iarly in dr- 
,/;rI,g fuch a government. (See I Sam. viii chap.) 
Jufi rL God, before, fent q-ta~‘~ among0 them, a5 a 
1 AQy?, and a curfe, an4 nat as a blJ?n;. Nunb. 

chap. xi. 

the 
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the public welfare. With the fame reafon 
therefore, that any deny unlimited and pafive 
obedience to be here injoined under a republic 
or arifiocracy, or any other eflablithed form of 
civil government ; or to fubordinate powers, 
afling in an illegal and oppreme manner; 
(with the fame reafon) others may deny, that 
fuch obedience is enjoined to a king or mo- 
narch, or any civil power whatever. For the 
apoitle fays nothing that is peculiar. to kiqs ; 
what he fays, extends equally to all other per- 
fans whatever, veiled with any civil office. 
They are all, in exaaly the fame fenfe, the 
ordinance of God; and the m*npeus of God; 
and obedience is equally enjoined to be paid to 
them all. For, as the apofile expreffes it, therm 
is NO POWER jut of God: and we are re- 
quired to rends to ALL their DUES ; and not 
MORE than their DUES. And what there 
dues are, and to whtm they are to be rendered, 
the apoitlebj@ not; but leaves to the 
and confciences of men to determine. 

reafon 

Thus it appears, that the common argu- 
ment, grounded upon this pafige, in favour of 
univerijl and paffive obedience, really over- 
throws itfelf, by proving too much, if it proves 
any thing at all ; namely, that no civil officer is, 
in any cafe whatever, to be refifled, though 
aQing in exprefs contradi&ion to the defign of 

his 



If we calmly confider the nature of the 
thing itfelf, nothing can well be imagined more 
dire&Iy contrary to common fenfe, than to 
fuppofe that millionr of people fiould be fub- 
jeAed to the arbitrary, precarious pleafure of 
onejngie man ; (who has naturuZZy no fuperiori- 
ty over them in point of authority) fo that their 
efiates, and every thing that is valuable in life, 
and even their lives alfo, fhould be abfolutely at 
his difpofal, if he happens to be wanton and 
capricious enough to demand them. What 
unprejudiced man can think, that God made 
ALL to be thus fubfervient to the lawlefs plea- 
fnre and phrenzy of ONE, fo that it fhall al- 
ways be a fin to refifi him ! Nothing but ,the 
mofi plain’ and exprefi reveiation ‘from heaven 

- could make a fober impartial man believe fnch 
a monltrous, unaccountable do&rine, and in- 
deed, the thing itfelf, appears fo fhocking- 
fo out of all propwtiotr, that it may be quef- 
Goned, whether all the miracles that ever were 
wrought, could make it credible, that this doc- 
trine real/y came from God. At prefent, there 
5s not the leafi fyllable in fcripture which 
gives any countenance to it. The hereditary, 
indefeafible, divine right of kings, and the 
&Brine of non-refifiance, which is buil,t upon 

the 
2 
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&efuppoGtion of fuch a right, are altogether as 
fabulous and chimerical, as tranfubltantiation ; 
or any of the mofi abfurd reveries of ancient 
or modern vifionaries. Thefe notions arc 
fetched neither from divine revelation, nor hu- 
tqan rearon ; and if they are derived from nei- 
ther of thofe fources, it is not much tiatter 
horn when. e they come, or whether they go. Only 
it is a pity that fuch doarines fhouid be pro- 
pagated in fociety to raife fa3ions and rebel- 
lions, as we fee they have, in fati, been both 
in the ln/2, and in the p-e@, REIGN. 

But then, if unlimited fubmifion and paf- 
five obedience to the higher- puzks, in all pof- 
fib.le cafes, be not a duty, it will be aiked, 
‘6 How far are WC obliged to fubmit ? Ii we 
4‘ may innoc&Ay difobey and refifi in fame 
‘6 Laces, why not in all ? Where fhall we 
cc itop ? What is the meafure of our duty ? 
6‘ This dokine tends to the total difrolution 
4~ of civil government ; and to introduce fuch 
‘6 fcenes of wild anarchy and confufion, as are 
‘6 more fatal to fociety than the worfi of 
a‘ tyranny.” 

After this manner, fome men objiefi ; and 
indeed this is the mofi plaufible thing that can 
be faid in faveur of fuch an abfolute fubmifion * 
aa they plead for But the worfi (or rather the 

befi 
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beit) of it, is, that there is very little firength 
or folidity ia it, For ‘fimilar difficuMes may be 
raifed with refpeA to almofi every duty of na- 
tural and revealed religion.-To infiance only 
in two, both of which are near akin, and in- 
deed exaaly parallel, to the cafe before US. 
It is unquefiionably the duty of c’hildren to 
iubmit to their parents ; and of fervants, to 
their mafiers. But no one aiferts, that it is 
their duty to obey, and fubmit to them, in all 
fuppofable cafes ; or univerfally a fin to re- 
Gfi them. Now does this tend to fubvert the 
jufl authority of parents and mailers ? Or to 
introduce confufion and anarchy into private 
faLilies ? No. How then does the fame prin- 
ciple ,tend to unhinge the government of that 
larger family, the body politic ? We know, in 
general, that children and fervsnts are obliged 
to obey their parents, and mailers refpe&iveiy. 
We know alfo, with equal certainty, that they 
are not obliged to fubmit to them in all things, l 

without exception ; but may, in fame cafes, 
reafonably, and therefore innocently, refitI 
them. Thek principles are acknowledged upon 
all hands, whatever difficulty there may be in 
fixing the exa& limits of fubmifion. Now 
there is at leafi as much difficulty in fiating the 
meafure of duty in thofe two cafes, as in the 
cafe of rulers and fubjefis. So that this is 
really no objeCtion, at leafi no reafonable one, 

8 againit 
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,againfi refiitance to the higgher poeciev~: Or, 
,ifl it is one, it will hold’ equally agdnfi re-’ 
fif)ance in the other cafes mentioned. *. ‘51 
11 is indeed true, that turbulent, vicious- 
minded men, may take occafion from this 
+principJe, that their rulers may% in- fame cafes, 
be lawfully reMed, to raife faQiods and dif- 
turbances in the fiate ; and to make r&X’- 
tance where refiit-ante is needlefs, and there- l 

fore, finful. But is ie not equally true, that 
children and fervants of turbulent, vicious 
minds, may take occafidh from this principle, 
that parents and mafte’rs may, in Come cafes be 

*lawfully refificd, to refifi when refifiance is un- 
neceffaiy, and therefore, criminal ? Is the prin- 
ciple in either ,cafe filfe in itfelf, merely be- 
caufe it way be abufed ; and applied to le- 
gitimate difobedience and &fiance in, thofe 
inltances, to which it ought not to be ap- 
plied ? According to this way of arguing, 
there will be no true principlesin the world ; 
for there are none but what may be wrefi- 
ed a nd perverted to ferve bad purpdfes, either 
through the weaknefs or wickednefs of men*. 

A 

* We may very fafely aGrt there two things in 

genera?, without undermining government : Oce i:, 
That no civil rulers are to be obeyed when they en- 
join things that are inconfiftent with the commands 
of God : All fuch difobedience is lawful’ a;?d. g!o- 

v 0~. rr. P fli)3c, ; 
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A P E 0 PL E really opprefkd to a great 
degree by their Covereign, cannot well be in- 

knfiblu 

rious ; particula ly if perfons refufe to comply with 
any kgaL eJ?abli A mrnt of religion, becaufe it is a gtG3 
perveriion and conuFtion (as to drEGhe, wotfiip 
and difcipline) of a pure and divine religion, brought 
from heaven to earth by the fig of God, (the only 
king and head of the cbrlj?an church) and propaga- 
ted through the world by his Spired apofiles. All 
commands running counter to the declared will of 
tlae fupreme.legiflator of heaven and earth, are null 
and void: and therefore difobedience to t fi em is a 
duty, not a crime. Another thing chat may be afirted 
with equal truth and fafety, is, i hat no government is 
to be fubmitted to, at the ~sp~nre of that which is the 
f6le elid of all government, -the common good and 
Safety of Society. Becaufe, to fubmit in this care, if it 
ibould ever happen, would evidently be to kt up 
the means as more valuable, and above, the end ; 
than which there cannot be a greater folecifm and 
contraditition. The only reafon of the Ir$itut;on of 
civil g-cvernmeltt ; and the only rational gt-ound of 
fubmifion to it, is the common fafety and utility. 
If therefore, in any caie, the common iafcty and 
utility would not be promoted by fubmifiion to gc- 
vernment, but the co: trary, there is no grotind or 
motive for obedience and fubm6ion, but fcr the 
contrary. 

Whoever confiders the nature of civil govern- 
vent mu!%, indeed, be lenfib e that a great dcgreeof 
;qdici t con7Tiiencr~, rEuit unavoidablv be placed iI; thok 
tllbt bear rule : this is implied’ in the very no- 
&n of authority’s being criginally a PUP, com- 

mitted 
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fenfible when they are fo opprelfed. And fuch 
a people (if I may allude to an ancient fable) 

have 

&ted by the people, to thofe who are veiled with it, 
as all jufi and rlghtuo#? aathority is; all befkles is 
mere Iawlefs force and ufurparion ; neither G&i nor 
nature having giveu any man a ‘right of dominion 
aver any fociety, independently of that fociety’s ap- 
p’robation, and confent to be governed by hi&-now 
as all men are fallible, it cannot be i;ppLlfed that the 
public affairs of any fitate, should be always aCmi- 
niftered.in the belt manner polfible, t”vcn by perfbns 
of the greatefi wi(aom .Ind integrity. P+:lr is it fuf= 
ficient to legitimate dlfi>bfdleilce to the hz~&r powe.rz 
that they are not io adminikred ; or that tiley are, 
in folfie infiances, very, ill managed; for U~X;II this ’ 
principle, it is fcarcely iuppoiable that any ~:o~:~rn- 
ment at all could be Cupported, or fubfifi. S;;rh 
a principle manifeflly tends to the diffolution !of 
government; and to throw all things into confuf;gn 
and anarchy.-- Cut it id equally evident, upon the 
other hand, that thoie in eu<hority may abuie their 
tr14 and power toJ Aria u a’egfee, that neither the law 

of reaion, nor of religion, requires, that any obe- 
dience or f!+brnifikn ihculd be paid to them; but 
on the . contrary, that they ti~uld be totally dl/r 
r~r&d; and the stithtiric~ whrch they were before 
vcited with, tramfi !red to others, who may exer- 
cife it more to thok 
given 

--Nor is this ,“:;;:k k-rpo!rs fi;r ~5 kich it is 
, 9. 8 !>I, that refiti.I:~ce to the 

hik hi?’ pmS) is in fime ex\raordiDat y ca:k, jul‘ti- 
fiabie, lo liable to abufe, as many peribns kern ** 
apprehend it. For aithough there will be. a!,va!s 
fame petulant, quciuious men, in every kite--m,on 
of faAiou5, turbulent and cnri;ing dityofitioi;. .-- 

Pz t i .I’ 2s”‘ -- 
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have, like the Htfirrian fruit, a DRAGON’for 
their protenor and guardian: nor would they 

have 

glad to lay ‘hold of any trifie to jufiifyxnd legititiate 
their caballing againit their rulers, and other fedid 

.tious pratiices; yet there are, comparatively fpeak- 
ping, but few men of -this cmentptible cbaru&r. It 
does not appear but that mankind, in general, have 
a difpofition to be as fubmiflive and paffive and tame 
under government as they ought to be. -WitneTs a 
grea:, if nor the greatefi, part of the known world, 
who are now groaning, but not murmuring, under 
the heavy yoke of tyranny! While thofe who go- 
vern, do it with any tolerable degree of moderation 
and j&ice, and in any good meafure a& up to their 
o5ce and charafier, by being public benefaaors, 
the peop!e will generally be eafy and peaceab’c; 
xd be rather inclined to flatter and adore, than to 
infulr and refiR them. Nor was there ever any 
general complaint againfi any adminiltration, WI%& 
/aJed Zgng, but what there was good reaion for. Ti:Il 
people find themfelves greatly abnfed and oppreffed 
by their governors, they are not apt to complain; and 
whenever they do, in f$3 find themfelves thus abu- 
fed and oppreffed, they mufi be itupid not to com- 
plain, To Cay that fubje& in general are not prw 
per judges when their governors opprefs them, and 
play the tyrant; and when they defend their rights, 
adminifler j&ice impartially, and promote the pub: 
lit welfare, is as great freaJbn as ever man uttered 3 
-it is tredf3n, - not againfi one JFngle man, but 
the aate- - againit the whole body politic>--it is 
treafon againIt mankind ; -it is treafon againA 
common fend‘e ; hit is treafon againft God. And 
this impious principle lays the foundation for jufii- 

fying 
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have any reafon to mourn, if fame HE R- 
C U L E S should appear to difpatch him-For P 
nation th,us abukd to rife unanimoufly, and to 
refi.fi their prince, even to the dethroning him, 
is. not criminal ; but a reafonable way of vin- 
dicating their liberties and juft .rights ; it is 
making ufe of the means, and the only means, 
which God has put into their power, for mu- 
tual and felf-defence. And ii: would be highly 
criminal in them, not to make ufe of this 
means, It wculd be itupid tamen&, and un- 
accountable foilg, for whole,. nations to fuffef 
otle unreafonable, ambitious and cruel man, to 
wanton and riot in their mifery. And in fuch 
*cafe it would, of the two, be more rational to 
fuppofe, that.they that did N 0 T rej$‘, t,han 
that they wha did, would receive lo thern/Ehrs 
damnation, And 

fjdng all the tyranny and apprefion that ever any 
prince was guilty of. The people know for what 
end they fet up, and maintain, their governors; and 
they are the proper judges when they execute their 
jrufiao t)Pey ought to do it ;-when their prince ex- 
erciCe$ an equitable and paternal authority over 
them, m-when from a prince and‘common father, he 
exalts himfelf into a tyrant-when from iubje&s and 
children, he degrades them into the clals offlavesg- 
plunders them, makes them his prey, and unnaturally 
fports himfeff with their lives and fortunes.- 

p> 3* THIS; 
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T H IS naturally brings us to make fotne FC- 
fle&ions upon the r&fiance which was 

made about a century fince, to that unhappy 
prince, KING CHARLES I; and upon the 
ANNIVERSARY of his death. This is a 
point which 3[ fhould not have concerned my- 
felf about, were it not that fcm~ fflt3r continue 
to fpeak of it, even to this day, with a great 
deal of warmth and zeal; and in fuch a man- 
ner as to undermine aH the principles of L I- 
I3 E R T Y, whether civil or religious, and to in- 
troduce the molt abjcfi flavery both in church 
and itate: fo that it is become a matter of uni- 
verfd concern .-What I have to offer upon 
this fubjea, will be comprized in a mart apf- 
fwer to the foIlowing queries, viz. 

For what rearon the refii)ance to king 
Chr~es I. was made ? 

By whom it was made ? 

Whether this reiifiance was R E B E Li 
LION*, pr not? 

+ N. 8, I fpeak of rebellion, treafon, fain&p, 
martyrdom, &c. throughout this diicourie only in 
the fcriptural and tbrolonkal &n/e. I know not 
how the Iuw defines them ; the fiudy of that not 
being my employment- 

HOW 
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How the alzniver-ry of king Charles’s death 
came at jr- to be folemnized as a day of 
f;aff ing and humiliation ? 

And IaRly, 

Why thofe of the epifcopal clergy, who are 
very high in the principles of ecc/e,4aJical au- 
thority, continue to fpeak of this unhappy man, 
as a great SAINT and a MARTYR? 

For what reafoa, then, was the refiflance 
to king Chavhr IXEK%Z ? The general anfwer 
to this inquiry is, that it was on account 
of the ~yvat2ny and oppr/Dion of his reign. Nor 
a great while after his accefion to the throne, 
he married a French c&&c; and with her 
feemed to have we&d the politics, if not 
the religion of France, alfo. For afterwards, 
during a reign, or rather a tyranny of many 
years, he governed ia i perf&Iy wild and ar- 
bitrary manner, paying no regard to the con- 
ititution and the laws of the kingdom, by 
which the power of the crown was limited ; 
or to the folemn oath which he had taken at 
his coronation. It would be endlefs, as weI1 
as neeciiefs, to give a particular account of ail 
the illegal and defpotic meafures which he took 
in his adminiitration l , - partly from his 

p4 own 
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own natural hit of power, and partly from 
the influence of wicked counfeliors and,‘mi- 
nikrs .-He committed many illuitrious 
members of both houfes of parliament to the 
%wer, for oppofing his arbitrary fchemes.- 
He levied many taxes upon the people with- 
out confent of parliament j- and then im- 
prifoned great numbers- of the principal mer- 
chants and gentry for not paying them.- 
He ereQed, or at leafi revived, feveral ar- 
bitrary courts, in which the mofi unheard- 
of barbarities were committed with his know- 
kdge and approbation.AHe fupported that 
more than fiend, archbishop Laud and the 
clergy of his ffamp, in all their church-tyranny 
and hellifh cruelties .-He authorifed a book in 
favour of fporfs upon the Lord’s day ; and fe- 
veral clergymen were perfecuted, by him and 
the mentioned pieus bifhop, for not reading it 
to the people after dr’vine firvice.--When the 
parliament complained to him of the arbitrary 
proceedings of his corrupt miniiters, he told 
that augu/l Go+, in a rough, domineeringi un- 
princeIy manner, that he wondered any one 
rhouid be Co fooli& and indolent as to think 
that he would part with the mean& of his 
Servants zrton their arcount--Hc refufed to call 
any parliament at all for the fpace of twelve 
years together, during all which time, he go- 
verned in an ;bf(j!ute 16:w!efs and derpotic 

manner 
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tnanner 7 He took, all ! opportunities to en’- 
courage the PapiJ?s, and to promote them t6 
the highefi. c&ices of honour and trufi-Fiit 
(probably), abetted the horrid maffncre in Ire& 

land, ’ In’ which two hundred thoufand prod 
teftants were butchered by the reman-caL 
tholics. - He fent a large Turn of money; 
which he had raifed by hi3 arbitrary taxec, 
into Germany, to raife foreign troops, in order 
to force more arbitrary taxes upon hisfubjetits. 
-He not only by a long feries of ah%ms, but * 
alfo in plain 1mm, afferted an abfolute uncon- 
troulable power ; Oying even in one of his 
fpeeches to parliament, that as, it was bIal”i: 
phemy to difpute what God might,do ; fo i@ 
was {edition in fubje& to difpute what 
the king might do.- Towards the end of his 
tyranny, he came to the houfe of commons 
with an armed force *, and demanded five of 
its principal members. to be delivered up ta 
him ---And this was a prelude to that unna+ 
tural war which he foon after levied againiE 
his own dutiful fubjefis ; whom he was bound I 
by .a11 the laws of bonour, humnnity, piety% 

* Mifforiacs are noi- agreed, hd. number CP 
foldiers attended him in this monftrous invafior? 
sf the priv,;lcges of parliament - fame f:‘:!y I 
three hundred, fame four hundred ; and the author 
of 7he h7j?my of fbt Rings cf Scsrl~ind~ fays fist 
‘~~:lndrecl, 

?5 a3& 
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and I might add, of intereq? alfo, to defend and 
cherish with a paternal &e&ion -1 have only 
time to hint at thefe fa&s in a general way, 
all which, and many more of the Came tenor, 
*may be proved by good authorities : fb that 
the jgurative language which St, _7obn &es 
concerning the jufi and beneficent deeds of our 
blefied Saviour, may be applied to the un- 
righteous and execrable deeds of this prince, 
viz. h-i there are al/o lnany other things which 

king Charles did, the w’ich, ;f they /hould be 
written every one, I ful?p~f~ that even the world 
;#f, cmlJ not contain :he booRr that fiould be 

w:ritien *. Now it was on account of king 
C~GT!ES’S thus afftlming a power above the laws, 
iti dir& contradi&tion to his coronation o;ith, 
and governing the greaten part of his time, in 
the moIt arbitrary opprefflve manner; it was 
lipon this acmunt, that the rdiftance was 
&e to him, which, at length, iffued in the 
kds of his cromn, and of that bead ihi& was 
ufjwarthy to wear it. 

But by whom was this rtfiltance made ! 
Not by a private j~mtu ;-not by a fmall fe- 
ditious pi-ty ; not by a few defprrad es, who, 
tll mend their fortunes, would embroil the 
he ;- but by the LORD S and CO &I- 



M 0 N S of England. Ic was they that almoft 
unanimoufly oppofed the king’s meafures for 
overturning the confiitution, and changing that 
free and happy government into a wretched, 
abfolu te monarchy. It was they that when the 
king was about levying forces againit his fub- 
jeCts, in order to make himfelf abfolute, com- 
mifioned officers, and raifed an army to de- 
fend themfelves and the public : and it was 
they that maintained the war againa him all 
along, tiil he was made a prifoner. This is 
indilputabIe. Though it wa? not proprly 
fpeaking the parliament, but the army, which 
put him to death afterwards. And it ought 
to be freely acknowledged, that mofi of their 
proceedings, in order to get this matter effeAed ; 
and particularly the court by which the king 
was at laft tried and condemned, was a little 
better than a mere mockcry of j&ce.- 

The next queition which naturally ariks, 
is, whether this refifiance which was made to 
the king by Ih3 pnTl;ameni, was properly ve- 
ldlion, or not ? The anfwer to which is plain, 
that it was not ; but a moft righteous and gfo- 
rious itand, made in defence of the natural acd 
legal fights of the people, again& the unnatural 
and illegal encroachments of arbitrary power. 
Sor was this a rafh and too fuddcn oppotition. 
The nation had been patient under the op- 



324 I’he Pillars of PRIESTCRA~FT 
prefions of the crown, even to long.fifir~ng~ 
-for a courfe of many years;. and there was 
no rational hope of redrefs in-any other way- 
ReGftance was abfolutely neceffary in order to 
preferve the nation from flavery, mifery and 
ruin. And who fo proper to make this re- 
fiitance as the lords and sommons; - the 
whole reprefentative body of the people.;- 
guardians of the public welfare ; and each of; 
which was, in point of legislation, veited with 
an equal, co-ordinate power, with that of the 
crown * ? Here Were ~ZCO branches of the le- 

giflature 

* The Eql~/i confiitution is original?y and ef 
Fentially fret. The charaCler, which Julius Ca$r 
and Tacitus both give of the ancient Britainr fa 
long ago, is, That they were extremely jealous of 
rhrir i&-ties, as well as a people of a ?iz .rtial fpi- 
rit. Nor have thele been wantins frequent in, 
fiances and proofs of the f2me glorious fp’pirit (in 
bot!r refpefls) remaining in their poflerity ever Gnce, 
L in the itruggles they have made far liberty, 
both againit foreign and domefiic tyrants.- 
“Their kings hold their title to the throne, fblely 
by grant of parliament; i. c. in other words, by 
the voluptary confcnt of the Feople. And, agree- 
ably~ hereto, the prerogative and rights of the clown 
are Rated, defined,and limited by law; and that 
as truly and flriclfg as the rights of any inferior 
officer in the fiate; or indeed, of any private fub- 
je&. And it is only in this,refpe& that it can 
he raid, that (’ the king can do no wrong.” Be- 
ing refirained by the hw, he cannot, while he 

confines 
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g%ature againfi one; -two, which had IawY 
and equity and the confkitutioo on their fide, 

again& 

confines himfelf within thofe juti limits which the 
law prefcribes to him as the meafure of his au- 
thority, injure and opprefs the fubje& - The 
king, in his coronation oath, fwears to exercife 
only fuch a power as the con&ution gives him : 
and the fubje&, in the oath of allegiance, fwears 
only to obey him in the exerciik of fuch a power. 
The king is as much bound by his oath, not to 
infringe the legal rights of the people, as the peo- 
ple are bound to yield CubjeQioa to him. From 
whence it follows, that ac foon as the prince fets 
himfelf above law, he Iofes the king in the ty. 
rant : he does to all intents and purpofes, unking 
himfelf, by a&ing out of, and beyond, that fphere 
which the conflitution allows him to move in. 
And in fuch cafes, he has no more right to be 
obeyed, than any inferior officer who a&s beyond 
his commiffion. The fubjez’s obligation toa aBe- 
giance then ceafes of cour& :. and to refrfi him, 
is no more rebel!io-j than to refiit any foreign in- 
vader. There is xi: &en&l tiii?&cnce bctwxt gc- 
qz,ernment and qt’:~:q ; at leatt under fuch a con- 
flitution as the .E’:~~/~fi, T’he former confiitj in 
ruling accordil:g to law and equity; th2 latier, 
in ruling contrary to IZIV :lnd equity. so alfo, 
there is an efl’cntial di?crence betwixt refifling a 
tyrant, and rebellion ;. the former is a jufl and reaL 
fonable felf defence; the latter Con3ffs i;l iefifiing 
a plince who& admln.S. ;‘JIation i: Ju$ and legal ; and 
this is what denamindtcs it a crime.-Now it 
j, evident, that king Cbarle~‘~ government was i!, 
legal, and very oppreftive, through the greateit part 
of his reign : and, therefore, to refifi him, was no 
more rebellion, than to oppofe any fbreign invab 
der% or any other dome& ‘oppreffor. 
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again@. one which was impiotrflp attempting 
to overturn law and equity and the confiitution ; 
and to exercife a wanton licentious jverelgnry 
over the propertie -, confciences and lives of all 
the people :-Such a &ereignq as fame incon- 
fiderately afcribe to the fupreme governor of 
the world .-I lay, inconfiderately ; becaufe 
God himfelf does not govern in an abfolutely 
arbitrary and defpotic manner. The power of 
this AImighty King (I {peak it not without 
caution and reverence ; the power of this AI- 
mighty King) is linlited by law ; not indeed, 
by ads f parliament, but by the eternal laws 

of truth, wifdom and equity; and the ever- 
Ming ttrtles of right reafon ;- tables that 
cannot be repealed, or thrown down and broken 
like thofe of Mo,?S. - Rut king Charles fat 
himfelf above all there, as much as he did 
above the written laws of the realm ; and 
made mere humour and caprice, which are no 
rule at all, the only rule and meaf’ure of his ‘ad- 
miniflration. And now, is it not perfe&ly ri- 
diculous to call refiitance to fuch a tyrant, by 
the name of rebdlion ?-the grand Tebellion ,I 
Even that-- rjarliament, which brought king 
Char-/es II. to the throne, and which run loyulb 
ma&J, feverely reproved one of their own mem- 
bers for condemning the proceedings of that 
parliament, which fir-it took up arms againfi the 
former king. And upon the fame pr-incipjes 

that 



that the proceedings of this parliament may be 
ceafured as wicked and rebellious, the pro- 
ceedings of thofe who, fince, oppofed king 
James II. and brought the prince of Orange to 
the throne, may be cenfured as wicked and re- 
bellious alfo. The cafes are parallel.--But 
whatever /;ms men may think, it is to be hoped 
that, for their own fakes, they will not dare to 
Speak againit the REVOLUTION, upon the 
jufiice and legality of which depends (in part) 
his prefent MAJESTY’s right to the throne. 

If it be ikid, that although the parhament 
which firfi oppofed king Charles’s tneafures, 
and at length took up arms againit him, were 
not guilty of rebellion ; yet certainly thofe 
perrons were, who condemned, and put him 
to death ; even this perhaps is not true. For 
he had, in fa& unhinged him&& long before, 
and had forfeited his title to the allegiance of 
the’ people, fo that thofe who put him to death, 
were, at mofi, only guilty of murder ; which 
indeed, is bad enough, if they were really 
guilty of that ; (which is at leafi difputable.) 
CromweII, and thofe who were principally can- 
cerned in the (nominal) king’s death, might 
pofibly have been very wicked and defigning 
men. rJor 0x111 I fay any thing in vindication 
of the reigning hyp~j,ry of thofe times; or of 
Cuomw&‘s mate- adminifiration during the in- 

ter- 
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ier-regnum : (for it is iruih, and not a party, 

that I am {peaking for.) But itill it may be 
faid, that Cromwell and his adherents were not 
properly fpeaking, guilty of rebellion ; becaufe 
he, whom they beheaded, was not properly 
ipeaking, their king ; but a /awIej tyrant.- 
Much MS, are the whole body of the nation at 
that time to be charged with rebelIion on that 
account ; for it was no national ah? ; it was 
not done by a free parliament. And much 
lefs itill, is the nation at prefent, to be charged 
with the great fin of rebellion, for what their 
ance/?ors did, (or rather did NOT) a century 
ago. 

But how came the annz’vet-/;ry of king 
Charles’s death, to be folemnized as a day of 
falling and humiliation ? The true anfwer in 
brief, to which inquiry, is, that this fail was 
initituted by way of couri and~~C$mpii#J~?Ji to 
king Charles I!. upon the t.e/juat.‘on. AlJ 
were deiirous of-making their court to him ; 
of ingratiating themfelves ; and of making him 
forget what had been done in oppofition to his 
father, fo as not to revenge it. To effefi this, 
they ran into the mofi extravagant profefions 
of’ aEe&ion and loyalty to him, iniomuch that 
he himfelf Lid, that it was a mad and hnir- 
brained loyalty which they profeffed. And 
amongit other Grange things, which his r”ir3 

par liameas 
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parliament did, they ordered the ihiriieih of 
January (the day on wh.icb his father was be- 
beaded) to be kept as a day of folemn humili- 
ation, to deprecate the judgments of heaven for 
the rebellion which the nation had been guilty 
of, in that whi.ch. was, no national thing ; 
and which was not rebeliion in them that did 
it-Thus they foothed and flattered their new 
king, at the expence of their liberties : - And 
wag ready to yield up fiet~ to C&J&S II. al4 
that enormous power, which they had juitly ret 
fiiited Cborles I, for. ufurping to himfelf. 

The Iaft query mentioned, was, Why thoie 
of the epzj&pul clergy, who are very high in the 
principles of ecclejaJical authority, continue to 
fpeak of this unhaptFy prince. aaa great faint . 
and a martyr ? This, we know,-‘is what they 
conflantiy do, efpecially on the thirtieth of yuy 
nuary , l -a day [acreal to the extolling of L&z, 
and to the reproaching of thofe who are not of 
the eJablt@ed church, Out of the/me mouth on 
this day, proceedelb blpgit;g and cur/rig* ; there- 
with blxfs they their God, even Charles, and 
therewith ttir& they the diffencers: And their 
tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly evil, 

$4/l of deadly po@z. King. Charles is, upon 
t&s folemnity, frequently compared to our. 

*k, James iii, 8, a! so. 
&or& 
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Lord Jefus Chrifi, both in refpea of the he- 
&$ of his life, and the greatnefs and in- 
j&ice of hisfifi&g~ ; and it is a wonder they 
do not add Glmething concerning the rner&~ of 
his death al&J - But bZefid fuint and ro~ni 
murrjr are as humble titIes as any that dre 
thought wsrrhy of MS 

Now this may, at firit view, well appear to 
be a very firange @z?zamenon. For king 
Char/es was really a man black with guilt, and 
laden with iniquity 9, as appears by his crimes 
before mentioned. He lived a tyrant ; and it 
was tbe oppreffion and vidence. of his reign, 
that brought him to his uatimeIy and ,viakeent 
end at IaA. Now what of fain&p or mar- 
tyrdom is there in all this ? What of faint- 
&fp is tMra ia ~~c@-ofkz~ 
the ton?~ Day f tihat d fairitfhipln falllAd 
aad perjury ? What of f$ntfhip in repeated 
kbbberies and depredations ? What of faintlhip 
in throwing real faints, ind glorious patriots 
idto g&Is ? What of faintfhip in olerturning 
an excellent civil conEtut!on ?--and proudly 
giafping at an illegal and monrtjrous pdwer j 
What of faintfhip in the murder of thoufands 
of innocent people ; and involving a nation in 
all the calamities of a civil war? And what Qf 

* Ifaiah i. 4. 
mar- 
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martyrdom is there, in a man’s bringing an im- 
mature and violeN death upon himfelf, by be- 
ing wicked ovcrmrrsh f ? Is there any fuch 
thing as grace , without goodnefs ? As being a 
follower of Chrifi without following him ? AS 
being his &fciplc, with- learning of him to 
be jufi and beneficent ? Or as faintlhip tith- 
out fan&ityf ? If not, I fear it will be hard 
Ito prove this man a faint. And verily one 
.would be apt to fuFpeEt, that tbut thurcb maR 

+ EccleL vii. 17. 
f Is it any wonder that even perfons who do 

not WV.& a/rtcr their own ~J?I, fhodd fcuf al J&b 
Jiintr as this, both in tlle#p and ia the iaj &ZJS, 
even from eutrLy%g to e ;. eria&g ? 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 
-But perhaps it will be &Bid, th;.t there tVti.np 
are lkfY!S.T&RIGvfj, d&c& 3!Bv am! 
in thet&lves) I&-vnkrja&ings cannot conIF 
hend : or, indeed, any other psrG.ns qmongfi us, 
belides thofe who bein lN-WARDLY MQVED 
IYY TKE HO&J? G&&Z have taken a tfip 
serbis dw dlh2&c to &U)n, @ioopdtJ tM&atioa an8 
tkr rid&& cbarbuA$r - 
Crated 

JMOW~, if- &du wfi* 
endemett do not quite def+air af as, it U 

hoped t ‘at, in the abundance of their charity, the % 
wi4l endeavaur to ikra’are thek dapd points ; an (Iy , 
at the Lme time, exptaia the creed C# uno. her 4 
their em!nent /hints, which we are ,Eold, that WF 
Iefs we beliezle faithJuiiy, (i, 4.) hhhgly) riot 
taxnat be fa-ved : which creed, (or rather riddb) 
no6withiliindbjj 261 r&f labours of the piaus - 
and metpilyhal Dr. Waterland, remains fomewhat 
RnQaatical 1W. 

be 
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ba but poorly Jocked with faints and martyrsi 
which is forced to adopt fuch enormous finners 
into her Calendar, in order to fwell the 
number, 

But to unravel this my/lery of (non+zfi as. 
well. as of) iniquity, which has already work& 
for a I&g iims amongfi us * ; or, at leait, to. 
give the moft. probable folution off it ; it is to 
be remembered, that king Charles, this bt;v- 
Zffque upon faintfhip and martyrdom, though 
k great an oppreffor, was a true friend to the 
Cbwch ;- Co true a friend to her, that he was 
very well affeCted towards the reman catholicss. 
and would probably have been very willing ta 
unite Lambeth and Kome. This appars by 
his marrying a true daughter OS that true mo- 
her of barlob f ; -urh;rrhhedirLulitha- 
tion from the Pope, that fupreme BISEkP; 
to whom when be wrote, he gave the title of 
MOST HOLY FATHER. His queen was 
extremely bigotted to all the f&es and fu- 
perfkitions, and to the hierarchj of Rome; and 
had a prodigious afcendency over him all his. 
life. It was, in part, owing to this, that he 
(probably) abetted the maffacre of the pro- 
tenants in Ireiand; that he afiited in extk- 
p+ing the French proteitants at Rochelle; that. 

I- Rev. xvii. 5. 
he. 
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Ihe all along encouraged pupz$?s, and popifbly 
&e&ted clergymen, in preference to all other 
perfons, and that he spheld that monfler 
of wickednefs, ARCHBISHOP LAUD, and 
the bifhops of his itamp, in all their church ty- 
ranny and diabolical cruelties, In return to his 
kindnek and indulgence in which refF&s, they 
caufed many of the pulpits throughout the 
nation, to ring with the divine abfoiute, inde- 
feafible right of kings; with the praifes of 
Charles and his reign ; and with the .damnable 
fin of refining the Lord’s anointed, let <him do 
what he would. So that not Chr& but 
Gbarlr~, was commonlg preached to the -pea- 
pie.-Ih plur’n Etiglifi, there feems to have 
been an impious bargain itruck up .betwixt Fhe 

figrer and the /urpZice, for enflaving both the 
bodies and /buZs of men. The-king appeared to 
be willing that the clergy fiould do what they 
would,- fet up a manitrous hierarchy like that 
of Rome, --a -monltruus inquifition like that of 
Spain or PorrugnZ,--or any thing eIfe which 
their own pride, +and the devi!‘s malice, could 
,prompt them to: provided ahap, that the 
clergy would be took tosthe crown; that they 
would make the peopIe believe, that kings had 
God’s authority for breaking God’s law; that 
they had a commiffron from heaven to ieize the 
efiates .and lives of their fubjeAs at pleafurer 
and that it was a damnabJe fin to ref3 them, 

6 even 



334 The PiMars of PRIESTCRAFT 
even when they did kh ahings as defer& 
mote than drmn;ltion .-This appears to be the 
U-W kq for explaining the m~/?~-iaus dotSine 
qf &ng C. HYPS’S faintihip and martyrdom. I% 
was a faint, not becaufe he was in his life a. 
good man, but a good churchman ; not becaufc 
he WAS. a lwer of A&& bttt t&z hkartby ; not 
bgcaufe he was a friend to C%Y@, but tht4 
craf2. And he was a martyr in his death, not 
becaufe he brawly C’uffered death in the caufc 
of truth and rig&eoufnefs, but becaufe he died 
au enemy to liberty and the rights of con- 
iieace ; i. e. not becaufe he died an enemy to 
Jn, but di~~~ar-~. For thefe reafans it is that 
all bigotted clergymen, and friends to church- 
power, paint this man as a faint in his life, 
though he was luch a mighty, fuch a ru)ulZ 

f and asatpnrtrlr . . mner ; th, though 
he fell a facrifice only to his own ambition, 
avarice, and uqbounded lufi of power. And 
from profiituting their praife upon king CharZ,s, 
and offering him that incenfe which is not his 
due, it is natural for them to make a tran- 
fition to the diifenters, (as they commonly do) 
and to load them with that reproach which 
they do not deferve; they being generally 
profeired enemies both to civil and ecclefiaftical 
tyranny. We are commonly charged (upon 
the tbirtierh of Jnwwv) with the guilt Qf put- 
ting the king to death; under a notion .that it 

, was 
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was our ancefiors that did it ; and fo we are 
repr&nted in the blackefi colours, not only as 
fchifmarics, but aSo as traitors and rebels and 
aI]. that is bad. And thefe Idfirv gentlemen 
uiually rail upon this head, in fuch a manner 
as plainly Ihews, that they are either grofly 
fgnorant of the hiitory of thofe times which 
they fpeak of; or, which is worfe, that they 
are guilty of the moA shameful prevarication, 
flander aad f&&xxi .--But cVtq petty &f?, 
with a roll and a gown, thinks he muR &O 
fomething in imitation of his beft~rs in law,. 
and f’bew himfelf a irsce fin of the church ; 
And thus, through a fooMb ambition to ap- 
pear can$ferable, they only render themfelves 
contem~tit~e, 

Rut fuppofe OZP fore-faihers did kill- their 
morR faint and martyr a century ago, what is 
that to US now ? If I mifiake not, there gen- 
tlemen generally preach down the doBrine of 
the imputation of AJclm9s fira to his pflerity, as 

abrurd and u’nreafonable, notwithfianding they 
have iolemnly fubfcribed what is equivalent to 
it jn thir own articles of religion. And there- 
fore one would hardly expe& that they would 
lay the guilt of the king’s death upon UI, aI& 
though OUT for?,-fitherr had been the only au- 
thors of it. But this conduB is much more 
furprifing, when it does not appear that our 

anceftors 



-a~ceRors had any more hand in it than iM+ 
Own.--However,, bigotry is fufficient to a& 
count for this, and ~many other #M&w~~, 
which cannot be accouhted for * in any other 
Wfly. ’ 

Although the obfetvatiotrof this anniverfar;l 

&ems to have been (at leait) fnperfiitious in its 
original; and although it is often abufed to 
very bad purpofes by the Jefiabliihed~clergy, ,as 
they ferve tbemfelves of it, to perpetuate fir&, 
a party fpirit, .and divifions in the cbrifiiau 
church ; yet it is to be hoped that one good 
end&l1 be anfwered by it, quite contrary to 
their intention ; .it is to be hoped, that it will 
prove a &ding MCI;PIPIZIO, that Bvitonr will not 
be Jhves ; and a warning to all corrupt coun- - 
f+siioFB a&l zutij&~ not to er in advi- 
fing to arbitrary detpotic meafures,- 

To conclude : iet us all learn ‘to -be f~er, 
and to be loyal, Let US not profefs ourfelves 
va&ls to the la&e6 pleafure of any man on 
earth; But let us remember, at the fame 
time, government is j&red, and not to ‘be 
trzyed with. It is our happinefs t9 live under 
the government of aPrince, who is fatisfied with 
ruling according tb law; as every other good 

~princc will-We enjoy under his admi&a- 
tion all the liberty that is proper and exp& 

+ciient for us. It becomes us, therefort, to be 
contented, 
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contented, and dutiful &bje&s. Let us prize 
our freedom ; but not tr/- our liberty fb- a 
cloke of maZiciou/nefs +. ‘There are men who 
itrike at liberty under the term hntioufne/s.- 
There are ocher-s who aim at popuhity under; 
the difguife of pat! i.tiJm. Be aware of both. 
Extremes are dangerous. There is at prefent r 
amongit us, perhaps more danger of: the Zatier I 
than of the firmer; For which reaion I woUlb. 
exhort you to pay. all, due regard to the go- 
vernment over us.; to the KING ‘and all in b 
authority.; and to lead a quiet and peaceable 
Iifr +.-And while I am fpeaking of loyalty to+ 
our earthly fv-ince, fuffer pe jufi to put you in 
mind to be loyal alfo to the fupreme RULER< 
of thl nnivcrfe) by .whom kings reign, and princes 
decree ju@e 5. TO which king eternal, im- - 
mortal, invifible,. even to the ONLY WISE 
OOD I[, be all hohour and praife, DOMI- - 
NION and thaakfgiving, through JESUS b 
CHRIST our LORD. AMEN. - * 

9-1 Pet. ii; 16; + I Tim! ii, 2. 1 Prov, viii, II 
11 1 Tixn,j. 

5. 
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P.O. Box 926

Louisville, KY 40201
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The MANNER of 

“CO N 

B I 

SE CRATION 
OF THE 

SHOPS 
IN 

D U B L I -N, 

By the Lord Primate in the year I 66rS 

W HE R E A S we have thought fit to 
appoint the 27th of this initant 
jhmrry I&O, far the conkra- 

tion of bithops ; to the end therefore that the 
fame may be fo ordered, as decency and the 
dignity of fo holy an office ihall require ; we 
have thought fit, by the advice of our brethren 
the bifhops, who are to aOifi in that facred ad- 
minifiration, and with whom we have confulted 
in that behalf, to order, 

That at feven o’clock in the morning of the 
faid day, the lords bifhops ele& do attend us, 
at the dean of Chrifi church his houfe, and 

+ The editor confiders this fmall piece as a pre- 
la& comment un the words of ChriP, my &p&m ir 
sot of this world; and as fuch it is here publiihed, 

4_2 that 



340 I’he Pillars ~~PUESIXRAFT 
that all the Whops confecrators be there alfo ‘9 
&eii cornered caps, rochets ihd chimers.- 

That notice be given to the faid deans of the 
bwo cathedral churches of Dublin, that they: 
EikewjiCe areexpeeed to attend at the fam time 
and place in the2 formalities. 

That Jle faid deans refpet%vely ihall give- 
srderq to the_ dignitaries, prebendaries., canons,, 
Ipetit-rraaons, vicars-, choral, and*chorifQrs, that 
they do attend at the fame hour, in their refpec.- 
&ze formalities in the body of Chrifi-church. 

&at tE e v:cce-chancelloq or pro. vice-chance& 
Ear of the univerfity, all do&x-s of divinity, and 
of the law, as alfo all the minifiers and civilians 
in this city,Lwith t& whole pniverfity, do likeb 
wife repa& thither, fo far as they can conveni; 
ently furnik themfelves with gowns and forma- 
I‘ities to their ref’efiivc offices. and dignities 
appertaining. 

That the ordkr ?fproceedihg bc- asfol~ows ;.- 

That the purfuivant of the court of prerogd- 
eve, and the apparator general bare-headed, 

The vergers of the faid two. cathedrals alfrp 
bare. headed. 

?;he charifiers twoVaud two> and, the refI of 
the precedents alfo in order, two and two a$ 
follpweth l 

vicar3 ~IjOXillS,. . 



Petit-canons. 
Prebendaries. 
Dignitaries. 
The faid two. deans. 
The bifhops eleA in their aIbs, . 
The lord primate’s gent. usher, and fecretary 

bare- headed. 
The lord primate. 
The other bifhops confearators two and. two; 
The beadle of the univerfity. 
The vice-chancellor, or pro-vice~chaneeloq 

and provok 
. Deans and do&ors two.and two+ 

That the abovefaid orders may proceed with- 
I fileat, fble?m 9%&k p&sI gravity, until 

* the time of entrance into the weft-gate of St. 
Patrick’s church, where the vicars and,thori& 
ters are to proceed finging ihto .the choir, and 
there continue finging the te deum, accsqx+ 
nied. with the organ, until the archbishops, 
bifhops, and? the refi of the principal prece- 
dents fbaJ1 be placed and ieated in their;. re- 
fpe&ive italls. I 

That the office of morning prayer be folemn- 
1-y celebrated by the dean of the faid churchcr 
Which ended, Dr. Jeu. 5’%ylor, lord bifhop 
el& of Dwun,. deiigned to preach the concioad 
&rum, is to afcend the Bulpit during the fing: 
iag of per veni ntbiz, 
: 

3 That 



That after the faid bishop bath ended h; 
fermon, he be conveyed by the verber to his iltali~ 

That upon his lordfhip’s defcent froni the 
pulpit an anthem be fnng. 

That from the end of the anthem the voim 
of the organ be heard, and continued until 
the lord primate and the other bilhoys who 
are to confecrate, &end into the enclofiure 
wiihin the rails, and fomewhat longer ; at 

leafi till the noife, which may be occafioned by 
the ufual motion of the people from their places 
after fermon, fhall ceafe. 

That after the primate and bifiops con- 
fecrtiors are f&ate4 4s their &a& and the 
Cound of the organs continuing, the vitar-ge- 
aeral (as fent by the faid primate) is to go to 
the lords ele& litting in their italis, and Co 
with the dean of St. Pa&& to con’du& their 
Zordihips to the enclofure, and there to range 
them Ea their order according as dire&on &all 
be given by the primate. . 

That then the oaice of confecration be ce- 
lebrated, which ended, the anthem to that pur- 
p& compofed by the dean of St. Patrick’s, cal- 
Ied qupm &me exaltswit dominus coro~m, ba 
fung as it here foiloweth. 

Adem 



h7b;w that the Lgrd bath rrrrduanc’d the crowft, 
Jvj.&h tbir- OfJpoil andfrantic zeal threw down, 

Tenor. 
NOW that the Lord tbe mitre has r&r’d, 
Which with the crtwn lay in tbe day abhorr’d. 
Treble-R-aye him ye Ring.5 Chorus all 
Tenor-Praqe him ye ptit$s 3 &zg 

Glory to Cbrij OW high p?+J?, bigbe/? Ring, 

Treble, 

May Aaron’s hoZy rod/lill b]oJoms hr. 

Treble and Tenor. 
Sceptre and rod rule Jlill, and guide our land, 

And tboIe whom Gad anoints feel no. rude hand ; 
May love, peace, plenty, wait on crown aud rbuir, 
And may bothfiare in bie&ngs as h care. - 

Chorus. 
-- Angels bok down, and joy to firi 

Like ihat above, a monarchy. 
&gels look down, and jey tolee, 
Like that above, an hicrtzrhy. - 

Thaf 



That wEiile ZJ$ m&r is’ fbging, the: 

bjfhops to be confecrated mall hawe their ro* 

chets and chimers put on ; which done,, the 
cbnfecration ended, and the anthc~.~ and’ te 
&urn fung, the communion is to follow, and 

, after the communion-the’ bleffmg to be p,ro-- . 
nounced by the< lord primate.. 

’ That after the con&ration ended; the 
whole proceffron:do- attend us. to the p,rimate 
his lodgings. 

That the Lzt~fccetur & r@r be fung be- 
fore the lord primate, as he goeth from the. 
choirs to the outward part of the church. 

That in the returh of his grace from, the 
church; the procefion be fo altered; th2t ‘the 
new confecrated archbifiops ‘and bithops, I 
be difpofed with thZ ,ot&r bishops confe- 
craters, according to the ref’pefiive .dignitk 
of: their fees, quality, and’feniority. of confe- 
Wtion. 

Jo. Aimacaws.~. . 
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